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ABSTRACT

The following paper describes a Black community in its

entirety rather than focusing on a particular aspect in the lives of

the peopte. Numerous studies have already been conducted ín urban

areas under such headings as "urban poverty areas " , "ghettos ", and

"slums ". Writers have chosen to concentrate on segments of B1ack

communities and have virtually ignored them as being entities in

themselves. Instead, these urriters have discussed such topics as

the B]ack family, Negro streetcorner }ife, economic marginality, and

the social problems of the Black community. By focusing only on

certain aspects of the lower class Black life, a situation has been

created whereby Blacks are seldom portrayed as living in viable

communíties.

Evidence is presented in this paper which indicates that

Blacks live in areas other than slums and ghettos. Rather than being

characterized by social disorganization as Some r¡niters suggest of

the Black communities, the community of Lynley is characterized by a

highiy stable social structure which has been adapting to its social

environment in the larger white society for over B0 years. This paper

presents a contemporary picture of a northern middle class community

and it reveals how the Black population of Lynley has been affected

by the motto of the 1960's, "BI.ACK IS BEAUTIFUL".
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

The main purpose of this thesis is to present a portrait of the

contemporary lÍfe of a Black middle-class suburban community as seen

from the viewpoint of an anthropologist. This study is unique in that

it is the first comprehensive description of a community of this kind.

In addition to filling an important empirical gap, the study corrects

certain methodological deficiencies in three major areas of social

scientific research: (1) community studies , (2) urban studies, and

(3) Black studies. The specific contribution that this thesis makes to

each of these areas is indicated below.

Communitv Studies

After examining some of the literature concerning community

studies, it became apparent that some anthropologists have been guilty

of creating "ideal communities" or research areas which are over-

simplified. These ideal communities are oversimplified because they

fail to present an accurate description of social situations within the

communities . Such an approach has definite value, but it has resulted

in a situation where some communities are not studied, or are "passed

over" for study because they contain certain ethnic or religious groups.

Some anthropologists have viewed such groups as "complicating

variables " that reduce community homogeneity, which they believe

makes research more difficult. If communities with ethnic groups are

studied, the ethnic and religious groups are portrayed as having littie
consequence within the community. This approach then, is artificÍal

in that relatively few communities are as isolated, simple, and

homogeneous as the ones on which some anthropologists have focused

their attention.



A classical anthropological study by CarI Withers (James West:

1945) , entitled P1ainville, U. S. A. , will illustrate the above points.

In this book about a white American rural community, Withers was

interested in finding out how an isolated farming community reacted to

the influence of the surrounding cities. Withers states:

To simplify my research task I sought a community whÍch
has the fewest possible economic and social factors
which might complicate the problem under scrutiny...
It means socially, that the presence of any foreÍgn-
Ianguage speaking group in or near tov¡n, or of Negroes,
or of any large non-Protestant or "a typical" religious
congregation eliminated the town from consideration
(West 1945: vii) .

By eliminating tovrns with a large ethnic or religÍous population, Withers

is able to concentrate on what he considers to be a coherent community.

I am not faulting Withers for not having studied areas with ethnic and

religious groups. The point here, is that there have been few social

scientists who have taken up where Withers has left off; that is,

studying the ethnic and religious groups in more complex situations.

Another example can be found in another of the anthropological

classics entitled Middletov¡n by Robert S. and Helen M. Lynd (1929) .

In choosing Middletoum for research, the Lynd's had two major

considerations in mind:

I. that the city be as representative as possible
of contemporary American life

2. that it be at the same time compact and
homogeneous enough to be manageable in such
a total-situation study (l-ynO 1929:B) .

The Lynds also wanted to maintain some compactness and homogeneity

in their study so they sought:



1. A city of the 25,000 - 50,000 group...

2. A city as nearly self-contained as is possible
in this area of rapid and pervasive inter-
communication, not a satellite city.

3 . A small Negro and foreign-born population. In
a difficult study of this sort it seemed a distinct
advantage to deal with a homogeneous, native-
born population, even though such a population
is unusual in an American industrial city. Thus
instead of being forced to handle two major
variables, racial change and culture change, the
field staff was enabled to concentrate upon
cultural change (Ibid.8) .

The Lynds chose to make the research easier by finding a city with a

"Small Negro and foreign-born population". Certainly this allows them

to concentrate on a homogeneous coherent community, but it also

distorts the picture of the American industrial city. For analytical

expediency, the Lynds chose to disregard the reality of racial

heterogeneity, which is common in industrial cities. They created an

"idea] community" composed of homogeneous native-born white people.

A question to ask here is, "Have the Lynds really found a city that is

representative of contemporaryAmerican Iífe" ? If so, then how can it

be representative without considering ethnic groups and other foreign-

born people ? A more fruitful question to ask is, Where does the Negro

and foreign-born populations fit into the American society? Negroes

should qualify as being a "native-born" population simply because they

have been on the American Scene as long aS Some ethnic groups and

longer than most. It would seem that the idea of a native-born popula-

tion refers only to whites. Such a bias is highly ethnocentric.

The point to be made concerning the previous two studies is

that in the researchers effort to eliminate complexity, the ethnic and

religious groups, specificaliy the Black communities, have been

omitted from the various studies. Few writers have bothered to



continue where Withers and the Lynds left off. As a result of this, an

inadequacy exists in the literature concerning the Biack populations and

the communities in which they reside.

Two excellent examples of community studies are lohn Morland's

Millways of Kent and Hylan Lewis' Blackways of Kent (1955) . Both

studies were done in the same town.

These studies present accurate descriptions of community life

because neither Morland nor Lewis arbitrarily eliminate an ethnic or

religious group from their respective studies. Both authors have faced

the reality of social and ethnic heterogeneity in American society

Specifically, Morland studies a white southern miII town, but he also

demonstrates how the Black population relates to the entire community.

Lewis' work complements that of Morland's because Lewis describes a

Black population as they function within the same white southern society.

My study is unique because it describes a Black middle-class

suburban community and attempts to reveal how this population articu-

lates with the larger white society. My thesis demonstrates that Black

communities are characterized by a stable social structure and that they

have managed to adapt to their social and physical environment.

Urban Studies

Much of the literature that concerns Black Americans focuses

mainly on highly urbanized areas and can be categorized under such

topics as "central urban cores ", "culture of poverty", and "slum and

ghetto areas". This body of literature does not portray the Black

population as living in viable communities. Writers have chosen to

focus only on segments of the Biack lower-class urban life. One of

the major ¡¡niters on this subject has been E. F. Frazier who has

written much about the disorganization in the Iives of the Black man.



Frazier has created an image of the B1ack urban masses which

gives the impression that B}acks have no organized cultural system.

Concerning Frazier's work, Valentine (I968:20) has this to say:

Within this context Frazier creates an image of the
black poor as so abysmally disorganized and so
hopelessly infected with social pathologies that
they even lack public opinion, social control, or
community institutions. This appears to be a major
source of one of the most prominent and logically
confused themes in the later conceptions of the
"Iower-class culture" and the culture of poverty.

A few passages from one of Frazier's best knouzn works will illustrate

the point which Valentine makes above:

. . . When many such persons arrived ín the northern
city, they (Blacks) had already experienced
considerable personal disorganization. The simple
folk culture of the rural community had been shed or
had lost its significance . Their sexual life had
become a casual affair in which sympathy and
affection played littte part (Frazier 1957a:630
parentheses mine) .

Family disorganization among the masses of
Negroes with a folk background is manifested in
both desertion and illegitimacy. But even those
families with a traditional background of stable
family life and who constitute a middle class in
the Negro community, experienced some degree of
disorganization in the urban community (Ibid.633).

The widespread disorganization of famiiy life
among Negroes has affected practicaliy every phase
of their community and adjustment to the larger white
world. Because of the absence of stability in family
life, there is a lack of traditions. Life among a
Iarge portion of the urban Negro population is casual,
precarious, and fragmentary. It lacks continuity and
its roots do not go deeper than the contingencies of
daiiy livins (Ibid:636) .

Frazier has had quite an effect on other i¡rriters such as

Nathan Glazer and Danie] P. Moynihan. In their book, Beyond the

Melting Pot (1963) , these two writers elaborate on the same theme



developed by Frazier concerning the social disorganization of the B1ack

society. Aithough the book was intended to deal with several ethnic

minorities of New York City, the authors devote much more attention

to the social disorganization of the Negro and they condemn it quite

harshly in comparison to the other ethnic groups. Valentine (Ibid:27)

comments on this when he states:

Similar social statistics on Puerto Rican households
are treated more gently. One would hardly know
from this work that groups other than Negroes lived
in s1ums. Indeed, the entire entry under "Slums"
in the Index reads, "See Negroes, housing". The
chapters on Puerto Ricans , Jews, Italians, and lrish
contain no despaíring comments about the "irresponsible",
"depraved", "unworthy" poor.

The book is full of interpretations and value judgements that

are a large part of the Frazier tradition. One passage from Bevond the

Meltinq Pot should suffice as an example:

Broken homes and illegitimacy do not necessarily
mean poor upbringing and emotional problems. But
they mean it more often when the mother is forced to
work (as the Negro mother so often is) , when the father
is incapable of contributing to support (as the Negro
father so often is), when fathers and mothers refuse to
accept responsibility for and resent their children, as
Negro parents, overwhelmed by difficulties, so often
do, and when the family situation, instead of being
clear-cut, and with defined roles and responsibilities,
is left vague and ambiguous (as it so often is in Negro
famiiies) (GIazer and Moynihan 1963:50) .

The point to be made here is that few of the works done so far

portrays Afro-Americans as living in viable social communities. From

the works cited, one gets the impression that Black people live only

in ghettos and slum areas. This however, is not the case because

many Black people live neither in slums nor in ghettos. Writers have

studied only segments of the Black community, and they have done so

from a narrowly biased viewpoint. They have not utilized a holistic



approach in which the entire social system in which BIacks are involved

has been studied.

By utilizing a holistic approach, my thesis attempts to correct

this situation by presenting a complete picture of a Black suburban

community, which is greatly influenced by its surrounding urbanized

centers. My study makes a significant contribution to urban studies

because it consíders the rural-urban dichotomy. Although Lynley is a

suburban community in a rural area, it also has many urbanized features,

which makes the community quite urban in some respects.

B1ack Studies

To date, there have been few works that deal with the Black

man as living in a community other than as a ghetto dwe1ler. Aithough

Tallv's Corner by Liebow (1967) is an excellent study of Negro street-

corner men, it is only that and does not consider the community of which

these men are a vital part.

Several studies written about the B1ack community have been

done in highly urbanized areas such as New York and Chicago. Kenneth

Clark (1965) analyzes Central Harlem in his work entitled Dark Ghetto.

Clark chooses to ignore the Frazier tradition by not making patronÍzing

comments concerning the BIack poor. Unlike Frazierls world, Clark's

book portrays an organized community social structure and explores the

powerlessness of those in the Harlem dÍstrÍct

Black Metropolis by Drake and Cayton (1945) is a study of the

Black population in Chicago. Although somewhat dated, the book utilizes

a holistic approach which conveys the idea of a community. Not only

does the book describe the life of the lower-class ghetto Black man, it
also considers the middle and upper classes.



Although the lower-class Blacks in urban poverty areas have

received most of the attention, there also exist a large number of

Blacks who live in what can be designated as middle-class communities.

Here then, is the reason for studying Lyniey. ThÍs thesis makes a

significant contribution to the literature in regard to the Afro-American.

It attempts to portray a contemporary Black population as they interact

among themselves and the larger society. My study considers the

B1ack man in a completely different social situation that has not been

documented; that is , in a suburban community setting.

This study also considers the topic of ethnic identity. An

attempt has been made to show that Blacks consciously maintain their

identity in the suburbs in a number of ways. This is accomplished by

such means as a common dialect, grooming habits, standards of beauty,

various handshakes, and music. Two related studies that deal with

maintaining ethnic identity in the urban setting are Urban Viliagers by

Herbert Gans (1962) and The Social Order of the Slums by Gerald Suttles

(i968) . Gans' study considers how the ltalians in the West End of

Boston have adapted to an urban setting and relates how they maintain

their ethnic identity. Suttles' study considers how several groups

maintain their ethnicity in the Addams neighborhood in Chicago. Both

studies indicate that the slum is highly organized in spite of any

social problems that may be present in such areas.

Finally, my thesis challenges Frazier's ideas concerning

social disorganization within Black communities and it shows that these

communities are stable socÍal entities. Lynley has a long community

history and has managed to change and adapt through time to a dominant

white society.



Basic Concepts

Before taking a look at Lynley, it would be of value to explain

and define exactly what is meant by the phrase, a "Black middle-class

suburban community" . The first three terms were derived from and

defined by the peopLe of Lynley themselves when the research was

conducted. Thus, they are "emically" defined for purposes of this

study. The Iast term, "community", is "etically" defined following

sociological convention.

BIack

This term will refer to a more or less homogeneous population

of Negroes who share not only the same basic skin color, but also the

same general cultural values of both their own community and the larger

white society. The word, as used here, is a collective term which

includes all shades of Negroes from the almost white to the very dark.

It reveals a new consciousness or a renewed feeling of belonging to the

Black race as a result of the Black movement of the 1950's and 1960's.

This feeling has found its way into the writing style of some Afro-

Americans who capitalize the word "Black" in many instances.

This word is capitalized because it refers to more than just a

skin color. It refers to a way of thÍnking and is a way of outwardly

expressing one's ethnicity. In the I950's, Negroes were ashamed of

being called "black" because at the time, it was in insult. Today,

because the term is in vogue and is used so extensively when referring

to Negroes, it has become proper to capitalize "Black" aS one would the

term "Negro". The term "white" is not capitalized because the white

population is not a minority and it does not need such a unifying outward

sign of pride. Whites do not share an ethnic identity the way Blacks in

America do. Because "white " is not capitalized does not mean that the

author's sentiments are antí-white. On the contrary, this practice merely

summarizes the spirit or feeling of Biack unity and pride.



Middle-class

In Lyniey, social behavior and the amount of education a

person has are the important determinants of social class rather than

one's income and occupation. The proper social behavior involves

being a "good citizen" within the community. Good citizenship involves

going to church, participating in civic affairs, caring for one's relatives,

family, and home, and staying out of trouble. A high value is placed on

obtaining education above the high school level because few people are

college graduates. Increasing numbers of students however, are entering

college each year from this community. A person who is a good citizen

and who has a college education or above, is a greatly respected person.

In Lynley however, a person may have only a sixth grade education and

still be a member of the middle-c1ass as long as his social behavior is

acceptable by community standards.

The middle class discussed in this thesis differs from the one

used by Frazier (1957b) in his book, B1ack Bourqeoisie. Although the

term "black bourgeoisie" implies a míddle class social and economic

status, the criteria which Frazier uses to delineate this group from

other Blacks are quite different from the way middle-classness will be

outlined in this study. The bourgeoisie which Frazier delineates is

based upon a light skin complexion and a heritage of southern white

ancestry. Frazier describes a small elite group of Blacks who have

assimilated the morals and manners of the slavehoiding aristocracy.

The bourgeoisie that Frazier constructs is highly restrictive as to who

actually belongs in the group. Frazier (1957b:20) states that:

. . . a class structure slowly emerged which was based
upon social distinctions such as education and
conventional behavior, rather than upon occupation and
income. At the top of the social pyramid there was a
small upper c1ass. The superior status of this class
was due chiefly to its differentiation from the great
mass of the Negro population because of a family

10



heritage which resulted partly from its mixed
ancestry... The members' light skin-color was
indicative not only of their white ancestry, but
of their descent fr"om Negroes who were free
before the War.

As a result of identifying with the white society, Frazier's

bourgeoisie developed an inferiority complex which caused much

anxiety. Frazier describes the bourgeoisie by saying that:

. . . they have accepted unconditionally the values
of the white bourgeois world: its morals and its
canons of respectability, its standards of beauty
and consumption. In fact, they have tended to
overemphasÍze their conformity to white ideals. . .

Because of their social isolation and lack of a
cultural tradition, the members of the black
bourgeoisie in the United States seem to be in the
process of becoming NOBODY (Ibid:26) .

One final quote from Frazier summarizes the position of the bourgeoisie

as he defines it:

The black bourgeoisie has been uprooted from
its racial tradition and as a consequence has no
cultural roots in either the Negro or the white wor1d.
In seeking to conform to bourgeois ideals and
behavior, this class in the Negro community has
sloughed off the genteel tradition of the small upper
class which had its roots among the Negroes who
were free before the Civil War. But more important
still, the black bourgeoisie has rejected the folk
culture of the Negro masses (Ibid:II2).

Because of the way Frazier has characterized the Black

bourgeoisie, it is felt that it will be beneficial to avoid the term and to

use Black "middle-c1ass" instead. This term is more useful because it
includes a larger number of people and includes the entire range of

skin color variation that exists among people who identify themselves

as Black. Whereas Frazier's bourgeoisie includes mainly the pro-

fessional white-colIar workers, the middle class in this study will
include white- and blue collar workers; those who are professionals

and semi-skilled workers .
11



The bourgeoisie which Frazier discusses, and the middle class

which will be examined in this study, could be seen as a "changing of

the times". The bourgeoisie that he discusses may have existed in the

1940's, but the Black population has been in transition to the point

where a statement such as the "black bourgeoisie rejecting its own folk

culture of the Negro masses" is much outdated, if it was ever true at all.

On the contrary, the Black middle-c]ass of today is not a small elite,

but is a large and rapidly growing body of people who more than any-

thing are maintaining their identity while still participating in the larger

society. B1acks have not "accepted unconditionally the values of the

white world", but are only participating in the American society which,

they, along with other groups, have contributed so much to from its

very beginning.

Suburban

Because of the multipiicity of suburban types, it is rather

difficuit to arrive at a general definition of a suburb which suits every

instance. Gist and Haibert (1959:136) are aware of this when they state:

There is no single type of suburb; there are, instead,
numerous types or classes of suburban communities.
Suburbs may be classified by the character of their
economic structure--industrial suburbs, commercial
suburbs, mining suburbs, and the like; or according
to economic and occupational characteristics of the
residents--working class suburbs, or suburbs occupied
by middle-income or wealthy families; or in terms of
their relation to central cities or other surrounding
areas--relatively self-sufficient suburbs in which the
residents live and work in the same locality, or
dormitory suburbs in which the employed persons work
in other localities. There are ethnic and racial suburbs;
suburbs that vary greatly according to demographic
characteristics of the residents; suburbs that are dreary
slums and suburbs featuring princely mansions. But
whatever typology is employed, most suburbs would
hardly conform to a pure type. The difference is one
of degree.

T2



This passage points out the difficulty in arriving at a definitive state-

ment concerning suburbs. Any definition used would necessarily have

to cover a variety of situations and therefore, must be quite general in

scope.

Dobriner (1959) attempts to define a suburb as:

... those urbanized, residential communities which
are outside the corporate Iimits of a large central
city, but which are culturally and economically
dependent upon the central city.

The major flaw with this statement is that a suburb need not be

culturally and economically dependent upon a city as Donaldson

(1969:ix) points out. Donaldson (tbid:ix) offers his or¡m definition

when he states:

a suburb is. . . ê community lying within commuting
distance of a central city.

But this definition does not specify by what means one is commuting.

There are people who commute by plane from Washington, D. C. to
New York City. By Donaldson's defínition, Washington could be

considered as a suburb of New York City. This may be a minor point,

but it stiIl makes Donaldson's definition unacceptable in this study.

The purpose of this study however is not to arrive at a

universal definition of what a suburb is. Here, the purpose is to state

that Lynley is a type of suburb which has received little attention.

Because a conventional sociological definition is hard to come by, an

emic definition will be used.

For purposes of this study, a suburb wiII be defined as a

"residential district which has a combination of rural and urban

features and lies on the outskirts of a city". The community of Lynley

lies between two major cities and is strictly a residential community.

r3



It depends on its neighboring communities for all public services,

police and fire protection, ambulance service, and areas for shopping.

Lynley is a place where homeowners reside with pleasant homes and

well-cared-for-larnms. Lynley represents only one of the numerous

communities in this same situation.

Community

Arensberg (1965) states that the understanding of community

has been much too limited. Previously, the community has been seen

in relation to ecological factors whereby stress is placed on the

community as a land-use pattern, a form of settlement, or a range of

environmental exploitation. There are also definitions which emphasize

the "collective-sociological aspect of man" (Ibid:15) . Such definitions

appeal to the need of humans to belong to a group and may stress

cooperation and solidarity as being necessary for survival. Arensberg

considers all of these definitions to be uninformative because they

fail to account for knor,vn varieties of the human community, fail to
cope with functions and processes, and fail to separate it from other

local, geographical, or associational phenomena of human life
(Ibíd:15) . Arensberg proposes the following definition:

Thus the unit minimum population aggregate, the
community, is a structural social field of
interindividual relationships unfolding through
time. The community is not only a territorial unit
and a unit table of organization, it is also an
enduring temporal pattern of coexistencies, an
ordered time-progress of individuals, from their
births to their deaths (Ibid:17) .

The unique aspect of this definition of community is that it emphasizes

a time relationship whereby a group is able to act in the present and to

transmit to the future community its distinctive cultural and institutional

tradition. In relationship to Lynley, the definition emphasizes the on-

going quality of the community. This definition stresses the social

organization of a community and disturbs the idea of "B1ack social

disorganization" which Frazier has proposed.

T4



CHAPTER TWO: LYNLEY: AN OVERV]EW

Location

Lynley is a B1ack community located in the northwesternmost

sector of Prince George's County, which is located in the state of

Maryland. It is located approximately 20 miies south of Baitimore and

12 miles north of Washington, D. C . This community lies between

several major transportation systems that run parallel to each other

and connect the two major cities of Baltimore and Washington. The

western boundary of the community is marked by the U. S. One Highway

and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. The eastern boundary is marked

by the Baltimore-Washington Parkway which is an express route between

the two cities (See Fig. 1).

The physical boundary of Lynley is furthur delineated by four

paved roads which nearly enclose the community (See Fig. 2) . The

shape of the entire area resembles a rectangle which has been broadened

out at the bottom end. This transportation system includes Muirkirk

Road to the north, Ellington Drive to the east, OdeII Road to the south

and the OId Baltimore Pike to the west. Muirkirk Road begins just on

the western periphery of the community and goes over a modern bridge

which expands the highway and the railroad tracks. Muirkirk, the oldest

neÍghborhood in the community, is located here. Muirkirk Road forms the

most northern accessable highway within the community. It continues

eastward for 3 miles until it forms a junction at the Baltimore-Washington

Parkway.
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The second oldest neighborhood, Rossville, is also located

along Muirkirk Road about half a mile eastward from the Muirkirk

neighborhood. In the Rossville neighborhood are located the important

community structures, such as the church, the lodge haII, and the

Legion HaII.

Ellington Drive, a narrow winding road that begins in Rossville,

continues south for half a mile along which one sees a pond and many

well-cared-for homes, which are dispersed between intermittant wood-

lands and fields " Ellington Drive then intersects with Odell Road which

represents the southernmost highway and extends both east and west of

the community. Travelling west on Odell Road, one winds along through

a residential area and then enters a portion of the road which is flanked

by woodlands ovmed by the federal government " Leaving this wooded

area, a distance of over half a mile, the road opens into an area

characterized by residential homes on the northern side and the

Agricultural Research Center on the other. Homes have been built oniy

on the northern side of OdeII because the U " S. Department of Agriculture

owns the entire southern side and has demarcated this division by means

of a 9 foot high metal fence that has been covered by vegetation.

Experimental cattle can sometimes be seen grazing and roaming freely

behind the fence.

Odeil Road continues westward where it intersects with the

OId Baltimore Pike. This intersection marks the summit of what the

residents call "Vansville H1II". The entire area around the "Hill"
represents the neighborhood of Vansville which is the youngest and the

fastest growing neighborhood within Lynley" The majority of homes here

have been built within the last 25 years. Odeli road continues westward

where it intersects both the railroad and U. S. 1 .

T7
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The Baltimore Pike forms the most western north-south access

route in Lyn1ey. Heading north up the "HiIl", one is fianked by

residential homes representing both the old and new in housing design.

At the Odelt-Baltimore Pike intersection, the road heads north down the

hill where the homes occupy the right side and woodlands the other.

It is along this road that the new community park was constructed two

years ago. The Pike then extends for 1j miles where it intersects with

MuirkirkRoad. A drive around the community takes about twelve minutes

travelling at a speed of 30 miles per hour.

Climate

Lyn1ey is situated in an area that has a moderately high

elevation (200 feet) and has a somewhat rolling terrain (Watson L962:7).

The soils of the area are light brown in color and darker in other areas.

Extensive sand and gravel deposits are located throughout the county,

although the amounts are rather concentrated in the area. Large

deposits of clay and iron are located within the area and these resources

have played a major part in the industrial development of the Muirkirk

neishborhood (Ibid:7) .

The area forests were originally all of the mixed hardwood

variety. When land once cleared for agriculture reverts back to forest,

the pine tree has been the major type of secondary growth in many areas.

Lynley is within a temperate climatic zone where temperatures

rarely dip below l5 or exceed 95 degreesF. (Ibid:B) . The coldest month

is usually January, although February may register some rather cold

temperatures. The warmest months are July and August. The summer

months are characterized by considerable humidity.
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The average rainfall, which is evenly distributed throughout

most of the year, usually totals between 40-44 inches. Heaviest

rainfall occurs during the spring with the lightest occurring in the falt.
Dry spells do occur in the summeç although a crop failure resulting from

drought has never been recorded. The average growing season is about

182 days and it lasts from late April until late October. I(illing frosts

during this period are extremely rare.

Seasonal changes in the area are quite distinctive. The winters

are characterized by their mildness with temperatures rarely below zero.

The annual snowfall averages between 19 and 24 inches and is rather

moderate. Variation in snowfall can be quite considerable ranging from

only a few light flurries one year to a series of heavy snowfalls the next.

Degree of Urbanization

Prince George's County covers an area of 485 square miles and

had a population of over 400,000 people in 1960 (Ibid:5) . The population

density is about 823 persons per square mile " These people are wideJ.y

dispersed throughout the county although the concentration is greatest

in the northern end of the county.

The following chart ÍIlustrates the racial breakdor¡m of the

county as revealed by the 1960 Census (Ibid:21).

Total white.

Total nonwhite. .

Per cent white .

Per cent nonwhite

P. G.
County

324,7L4

32,68r

90.9%

9.r%

Maryland

2,573,9L7

526 ,77 0

83 .0%

17 .0%

residents in the state

Lynley, then, is seen

community within a

From this chart, it can be seen that the majority of

are white while the nonwhite group is quite smalI.

in perspective as being a small homogeneous Black

larger society.
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The present population of Lynley is about 1175. That of the

county seat, Upper Marlboro, 20 miles southeast, is 673 (See Fig. 3) .

Most of the larger tov¡n with the exception of Laurel are located south

of Lynley. The largest tov¡ns south of Lynley are CoIIege Park, with a
population of 18,482, and Hyattsville, with a population of 15,295

(Watson 1962:22) . College Park Ís the home of the University of

Maryland. Surrounding communities include Beltsville which is adjacent

to Lynley, Montpelier 3 miles east, and Greenbelt which is 5 miles

south of Lynley (See Fig. 3).

Lynley is strongly linked with the two major cities of Baltimore

and Washington. Being centrally located between these two cities, it is
greatly influenced by both of them, especially Washington. This influence

is observable in the field of communications, recreation, and job location.
(More will be said about job location later in the chapter.)

In the case of communication, most radio and all television

stations in the metropolitan area are located in either of the two major

cities. Newspapers from both cities are delivered daily to the paper

boxes of the Lynleyites, although those from Washington predominate.

The two major newspapers with the largest circulation are the Washington

Post and second, the Eveninq EISI. A third paper, the 1Ve_q_h¡ng-ton Dailv

News is delivered only in the afternoon. Baltimore papers include the

Baltimore Sun and the Newsleader.

These two cities have much to offer Lynleyites in the area of

recreation, entertainment, and leisure although again, Washington is
greatly favored. Because Washington is the Nation's Capital, the city
is basically a tourist attraction. In addition to it being the political hub

of the nation, the city is steeped in American heritage with its many fine

monuments and picturesque locations . Lynieyites, especially those over

20 years of age, go to Washington for the night life which abounds
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everywhere along the downtovm streets. Numerous night clubs,

restaurants, discotheques, and movie theatres have something to offer

anyone in search of relaxation. Baltimore and Washington, like most

major cities, have professional sports such as basebaII, football, and

basketbali. Because these sports are broadcast on radio and television,

an intense rivalry has grovrn between the two cities in reference to the

contests. This rivalry also exists in Lynley where debates and arguments

are held as to which team is best durÍng the particular professional sport

in season.

Washington has always been considered by those in Lynley as

being "the place to go" in order to shop, especially for clothes. Because

the city is predominately B1ack, it is seen by Blacks in Lynley and other

areas as being the "center or core of the Black culture". Blacks in the

metropolitan area make a conscious effort to emulate the Black culture

of Washington. This can be accomplished by wearing the Iatest design

in clothing, listening to the latest rock and ro11 or jazz music, reading

the latest in Black literature, keeping apace with the latest B1ack

terminology, and using the latest Black handshake when greeting a friend.

In addition, many Blacks from "D. C. ", as \Mashington is

called, have moved to Lynley and have become homeov¡ners there. This

outmigration from the city is evidenced by the fact that the most recent

housing development in the neighborhood of Vansville is composed

predominately of people from the city. Out of 154 homes in Vansville,

about half of these belong to outmigrants from D. C.
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Occupations and Economv

The agricultural way of life which the county has knourn for

centuries is rapidly being replaced by suburban living. Residential

areas have sprung up where livestock once grazed. Land traditionally

devoted to agriculture now has attracted industrial plants. Because

there are fewer farms, agricultural production in the county has declined

considerably, especially in the northern end where industry is much

more conqlomerated. The southern portion of the county is rural in nature

and characterized by extensive farmland. AIi indications reveal that land

utilized for farming will decline. This does not mean that farming is

finished in the county. On the contrary, 23% of the county's area is

devoted to growing crops, especially tobacco, while another 5% is

devoted to pasture (Watson:Z{) .

Whereas agriculture has been on the decline in the county,

industrialization and manufacturing has increased. Evidence of the

county's growth can be seen in the Lynley neighborhood of Muirkirk

where industrializatÍon has been most rapid. Of the l6 companies

located in Muirkirk, only half were there prior to 1950. Whereas the

neighborhood was once a rural residential area, it has now been

designated as an industrial complex (Md. Nat. Cap. Park and PIan.

Commission:I971).

The major impact of industrialization upon Lynley is that the

community no longer relies on local agriculture, but looks toward

economic opportunities outside of the community. As late as 1945, it
was common for Lynleyites to grow crops in their small gardens. Those

who had enough land often raised pigs and chickens and maintained a

horse for plowing garden plots. Most of the men were employed at the

Research Center in Beltsville where they performed farm-type of work

such as cleaning out animal pens and barns, feeding the animals, and
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other menial tasks. One advantage of working at the center was that the

job did not involve learning new skiils; one had only to do what he had

done all his iife.

Other men from Lynley found employrnent in highway construction,

as janitors, porters, cooks, and at other semi-skiiled or unskilled jobs.

Biack women found work as cooks , babysitters, and domestics in the

homes of white women. During the late 1940's, the economic situation

for B1acks on a national level began to change partly as a result of

political action on the part of the National Association for the Advancement

of Colored Peop1e (NAACP) . This group worked toward ending segregation

in aII areas of social interaction such as employment, education, housing,

and public facilities. The actions were directed mainly toward the federal

government in D. C. which was slow to hire B1acks except for custodial

and cafeteria positions. A few BIacks with exceptional qualifications

were employed by the federal government, but their numbers were

insignificant. During the 1950's, the federal government in D.C. , made

a conscious effort to hire qualified Blacks into clerical and secretarial

positions although it was not until the early 60's that they would enter

some of the lower supervisory and technical positions. The foliowing

chart summarizes the employment of Prince Georgeans as taken from the

1960 Census (Watson:30) .
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category

EMPLOYMENT OF PRINCE GEORGEANS

number percentage

SEX

men employed

women employed

total employed

99,012

47,090

146,r02

67 .8%

32.2%

I 00. 0%

TYPE

private wage and

salary workers

government workers

self-employed workers

miscellaneous workers

total employed

77,038

48,77I

7,652

L2,64I

146,r02

52.7%

33.4%

s.3%

8.6%

1 00. 0%

LOCATION

in Prince George's Co .

in Washington, D. C.

in Montgomery Co.

in nearby Virginia

elsewhere

50,388

66,936

6,372

3,418

1B,9BB

I46,L02

34.s%

45.8%

A AO,/'t.=lo

2 .3%

13.0%

r 00.0%total employed

(1960 U.S. Census of Population)

From this chart, it is revealed that the greatest percentage of

county residents are private wage or government workers. The important

figures to note here are those under the heading, "location". About 35%

of Prince Georgeans are employed within the county while 46% are

employed in the District of Columbia. This conveys the idea that the

majority of the county residents must commute daily from the suburbs to

the city in order to work.
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It is a common beiief in Lynley that anyone can find work if he

rea1ly wants it. Finding a job may take time, but they feel that jobs are

available. The majority of Lynleyites can be classified as being wage

and salary workers. The people in this category are blue-collar workers.

They are employed as truck drivers, factory workers, warehousemen,

construction workers, store clerks, and auto mechanics . The women in
this same category find emptoyment as cooks and waitresses in restaurants,

workers in iight factory operations, and store clerks. Oniy three women

between the ages of 50 and 60 work as domestics in the homes of whites.
The younger women consider the work degrading, but, they do not

criticize these older women because they realize that such work is the

only thing that these older women can find. Cayton and Drake (1945:246)

found a similar response in their Chicago study.

People in the above category are characterized by a low level of

education, although many, especially those under 30, have received a

high school diploma. The rate of job turnover in this category is rather

high because these jobs offer iittle security for the future. Vacations

are hard to obtain and a person must work regularly for a particular

company for several years before he qualifies for any socÍal benefits

which an employer may offer. In most of these jobs, the people do not

get paid if they miss a work day regardless of the reason.

It is for this reason that Lynleyites place great value in working

for the federal government. By having government employment, a person

has a more secure future because he can expect (1) automatic increases

in pay after a year of employment, (2) a paid vacation, (3) sick leave,
(4) no work on holidays or weekends, and (5) special insurance coverage

and bank loans at reduced rates. It is common for young unmarried men

who have girl friends employed by the government to boast about this

fact. Having a government job is viewed by Lynteyites as being a great

economic asset and as a base upon which a future may be built.
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Those who work for the government in many instances perform

the same type of semi-skilled or unskilled labor as those not federally
employed. For instance, Lynleyites who have maintenance or janitorial
jobs at the Agricultural Research Center faII within this category. The

major difference between the two situations is that the government

employees have the advantage in the area of social benefits. Another

factor is that in order to work for the government, one must take a

federal entrance examination which attempts to measure certain mental

capacities of the individual. This test determines at what level a

person may be employed in the government service. Education is a

definite advantage in seeking this type of employment.

This is one reason why the category of white-collar government

workers in Lynley is small. Most Lynleyites in this category have at

least a high school education and less than 20 have college degrees.

Less than 5 between the ages of 50 and 60 have college degrees.

Included in this white-collar group are those employed as nurses,

teachers, managers, secretaries, clerical aides, policemen, and

lower supervisory and technical personnel.

The most striking feature about the white collar group is the

almost complete absence of Blacks in the higher supervisory and

technical positions which carry a high degree of responsibility.
Factors such as job discrimination and lack of education are two reasons

why Blacks have not secured such positions. in Lynley, there is a

complete absence of Black doctors, lawyers, real estate brokers,

college professors, or bankers . Cayton and Drake (1945 :254) comment

on the lack of B1acks in policy-making higher supervisory and technical

positions. This is attributed mainly to discriminatory practices on the

part of whites in the hiring and promotion practices. Frazier (1957b:412-3)

tends to agree with the findings of Cayton and Drake.
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Few Lynleyites are self-employed. Those who are, operate on

a small scale in comparison to the larger society. One man and his two

married sons operate a refuse removal busÍness which services Lyniey

and nearby Beltsville. His truck fleet consists of 3 trucks and employs

10 men. Another man in his late 50's has a fleet of 3 dump trucks which

employs 3 men as drivers. He uses his home as a base of operations

and it is here where he services his trucks. One women in her 50's

operates a beauty salon where she "does " the hair of Biack community

women. A retired man, knoum as "Mr. ]ess", has for over 20 years

been the loca1 barber operating on a part-time basis in his basement.

There is a complete absence of any type of small store or shop within
the community. Any purchasing of goods must be accomptished outside

of the community in nearby shopping centers.

In spite of the Iow-paying jobs, Lynleyites manage to maintain

a middle class life styie. This is possible because it is the norm for

both parents to have full-time jobs. With the average income being

between $4600 and $5200, and with both parents working, the combined

income is usually somewhere between $9200 and $10,400. A few

combined incomes exceed $20,000 although this is rather rare. In
comparison, the median family income for the county in 1960 was $Z,4ZI
(Watson:56) . The income of Lynleyite families was above the median.

Lanquaqe

Washington has had a profound effect on its metropolitan area

in reference to language. Many phrases and expressions used in the

city among Black residents have diffused to Lynley. It is difficult to
determine the origin of these terms, but they are used by everyone in

Lynley to a certain extent although they are predominately found among

young adults. AII terms are not incorporated into everyone's vocabulary,

but most people do understand and know how to utilize them.
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This style of vocal communication can be called a dialect. A

simplistic but useful definition of dialect is as follows:

. . . any form of speech considered as deviating from a
real or imaginary standard speech... the form or variety
of a spoken language peculiar to a region, community,
social group, or occupational group. (Webster 1960:404)

in this case, the "standard language " is American English and the Black

deviation of English covers the regional area of metropolitan Washington

and in particular the community of Lynley. Blacks in Lynley have one

manner of speaking in the larger society, and another one which is used

when a Black person associates with onels peers. The transition from

speaking the dialect to more conventional English is made automatically
and unconsciously.

B1acks have no trouble understanding other Blacks " If a B1ack

from Lyn1ey were to use his dialect in the larger society, he would be

misunderstood in most cases, and probably requested to repeat.

Although many of the same words are used, they may have completely

different meanings. In order to illustrate this point, a list of terms and

phrases used by Lynleyites has been included in Appendix II. These

are terms which are a part of everyday social interaction. Each word

or phrase will be defined and then a sentence will illustrate how that
particular word or phrase is used.

Blacks who do not speak with their dialect, but who constantly

speak the conventional English, are sometimes considered to be

"bourgie"-- a term that means a person of the Black elite who is light-
skinned and has a white ancestry. The word is a derivative from the

term "bourgeoisie". Because the term has a negative connotation,

Frazier's concept of "black bourgeoisie" was not used in the study

when referring to the middle class. Myrdal (1944:965) makes some

interesting observations when he states:
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... Negroes seem to be proud of their dialect, and
frequently speak it even when they know how to
speak perfect English. Some upper class Negroes
do this to retain prestige and a following among
lower-c1ass Negroes.

The above statement is in agreement with the present study. Blacks in

Lynley speak their dialect as a symbol of their solidarity and are quick

to notice someone who is always speaking "proper" Eng1ish.

Groominq and Clothinq

Prior to 1960, Blacks of the D.C. area and Lyi'rley in particular,

attempted to emulate at least one of the beauty standards imposed by

the white society. The idea was conveyed that the long, straight hair

of the white American was normative while the short, curly, kinky hair

of the Black was abnormal. In D. C. , many Black men conformed to

white hair standards by wearing a hairstyle called a "conk " or a "do "

which could be obtained at Black barber shops in the city. This hair-
style involved washing and drying the hair and then combing it out with

a heated metal comb which removed all curliness and straightened the

haÍr. Grease was then appiied to the hajr in order to keep it straight.

Men who wore this hairstyle usually covered it with a "do ragi", a

piece of cloth worn on the head while at work. The hairstyle cost

between $5.00 and $i0.00 and lasted only as long as the next shower

because water caused the hair to "gto back", and thus become curly

again. In Lynley, most men kept their hair between one quarter-to

half an inch in length which meant trips to the barbershop every two

weeks. Whereas only a few men had "conks", all the women in

Lynley had their hair "done " . Although most women could do their ovm

hair in their homes, many would go to dov¡ntovrn D.C. in order to have

it done in a Black beauty salon. Frazier then, may have had some

basis to his comment that Blacks adopted white beauty standards,

although he grossly overstates his point (Ibid:26) .
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The 1960's marked a new direction for hairstyles in the

metropolitan area and in Lynley as a direct result of the resurgence in

Black pride and the idea that "Black is Beautiful". The older adolescents

and young adult males started the trend in Lyniey by wearing a "natural"

hairstyle called a "bush" or an "afro". This merely involved wearing the

hair as it normally was without large amounts of hair grease. The new

idea was to keep the hair clean and bushy by pulling it up and out with

the "afro comb" which is also a product of the 60's. Older Black males

over 30 years of age followed the lead of the younger males although

few over 50 have adopted the styie.

Black women were much slower in adopting the bush, but

finally did so in the late 60's. Again, it was the younger adolescents

who first wore the hairstyle. Presently, women over 25 years old

seldom wear the bush. The majority still adhere to the former hairstyle

although wigs are widely used. in D.C. however, afros are worn by

both young and o1d alike and is a matter of personal preference.

Clothing in Lynley is highly diversified. Washington is looked

to as the trend setter in fashion. The young adolescents and adults are

the first to wear new fashions in the community. Dress in Lynley is

dictated by the occasion. Casual wear for men includes, jeans, khakis,

"cut-offs",and bermuda shorts. The older men wear khakis or old suit

pants. There is no definite pattern in the types of shirts worn, although

the younger men favor brightly colored shirts while the older favor those

that are more conservative . For girls, skirts, slacks, jeans, pant suits,

and cut-offs are worn; the older women occasionally wear slacks, but

usually wear o1d dresses or skirts. AIt wear some form of blouse that

complements the bottom wear.
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On dress-up occassions such as church, the majority of males

between l7 and 30 wear sport coats or suits while the older men wear

conservative dark suits with ties. Darker suits are worn in the winter

while lighter colored suits are worn in the summer. Women usually

wear some form of dress or suit with a blouse. The older the woman,

the lower the hemline and the thicker the heal of the shoe " Women

generally wear hats to church although there is no sanction imposed on

those who do not.
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CT{APTER THREE: THE NEIGHBORHOODS

A "neighborhood", ês it wiII be defined in this study, is:

a small area occupied by a limited number of people
living in close proximity and in frequent contact, a
primary face-to-face group. A community, even a
small village, ffiêy include a number of neighborhoods
@.nderson i960:45).

Lynley is a Black community composed of three neighborhoods,

Muirkirk, Rossville, and Vansville . Each neighborhood has its ov¡n

unique characteristics which distinguish it in certain ways from the

others in regard to history of development, settlement pattern, and

housing styles. The purpose of this chapter will be to point out some

of the unique characteristics and to show how people in each neighbor-

hood interact and contribute to the community as a whole.

Muirkirk

Muirkirk represents the oldest of the three neighborhoods, and

is the place from which later descendants emigrated to populate the

other two neighborhoods. My research indicates that people were in the

area at least as early as the 1800's.

In 1835, the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad began direct service

between Washington and Baltimore following tracks that ran directly past

Muirkirk on the western side of the community (Md. Park and PIan.

Comm. 1971:10) . It was along this same route in 1844 that the first

telegram in the world was sent. The Baltimore Pike and the B&O railroad

ran paralLel to each other, although separated by the Muirkirk neighbor-

hood-- a distance of a quarter mile. The B&O for a long time was the

commuter line for Muirkirk residents to both of the major cities. In 1902,



the Washington Berwyn Electric Car, with fares much lower than those

of the B&O, began to compete for the commuter traffic (Laurel News

Leader i970a). The cost for the electric car was 25 cents from

Washington to Muirkirk. As time went on, the B&O could not compete

with the electric car and subsequently lost its commuter traffic.

In 1900, the physical appearance of Muirkirk was dominated by

an Íron foundry that was north of the neighborhood and adjacent to the

railroad tracks (See Fig. 4) . Because of a ravine that ran between the

foundry and the tracks, the closest and most convient place to cross

the tracks was just before reaching the general store. During the same

tíme period, a wooden bridge was constructed which was designed to go

over the tracks as a continuation of MuirkirkRoad. When a new highway

was constructed in 1912, a larger and longer steel girder bridge was

built so that both transportation systems could be crossed. Located

about 100 yards to the right of the foundry stood the home of Charles

Coffin who was the ovmer of the foundry. This was one of the finer

homes in the vicinity although it was recently torn dor¡m so that the

junkyard could expand its area. A cattle barn also belonged to him and

it was located on the opposite side of the road.

Most of the community members lived south of Muirkirk Road.

In the corner of the Muirkirk Road-B&O juncture, stood twelve charcoal

kilns which were a necessary and vital extension of the iron foundry

(See Fig. 4) . Some were circular and conical in structure whlle others

were square. Most of these averaged about 30 feet in diameter. Two

kilns still remain in the neighborhood although they have now been

incorporated into the processes of the Mineral Pigment operation.
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Directly behind the kilns stood a row of homes on a road that

ran into ConwayRoad. Along this road, there stood twelve houses

which were all occupied by Blacks. At the eastward bend of Conway

Road, stood a small church attended by whites only. Farther along the

road, there stood two other houses which were occupied by Black

families.

The unique thing about the Biack houses in Muirkirk was that

some accomodated two unrelated families. These houses were two-story

wooden frame structures which were constructed by the ovmer of the

foundry so that the people could stay in the area and work. By

accomodating two families in a house, Iess building material for houses

was needed. The people were allowed to live in them rent-free. Most

of them were built by using peg holes rather than nails. Five of these

structures are still occupied. None of them had inside toilets or

running water which meant that water had to be cartied from a nearby

spring located along the tracks. Small plots of land were used by some

tenants to grow vegetables and to raise a few animals.

In 1900, out of the 16 houses in Muirkirk, 14 were occupied

by Black families. Of the 14 houses, 9 were two-story structures

which housed 1B families. The average size of each family was between

ten and fourteen members which meant that there was a minimum of IB0

people iiving in such structures . Five other families, or a minimum

total of 50 people, lived in single-famiiy dwelling units. In Muirkirk

then, there was a total of about 230 Biacks. Informants stated that the

houses were crowded, but comfortable.

The Iron Foundrv

The foundry is believed to have been started on a small scale

during the Civil War and to have increased production until shortly after

1910 when it began to decline. There is a widespread rumor that caissons
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and canons were produced for use in the Civil War although this has not

been substantiated.

The iron foundry owner was a white Bostonian named Charles

Coffin who settled in Muirkirk. To Muirkirk, he brought his wife , his

3 daughters and a son named Elry who ran the foundry during his father's

senior years. The elder Coffin was a Congressman in the House of

Representatives and served a term between 1893 and 1897 in the 53rd

and 54th Congress (Maryland Manual 1902:L22-3).

By 1890, the iron foundry was the dominant economic and

social factor in the neighborhood. The foundry was dominant economically

because the majority of the men and women were employed by the foundry

in some capacity. It offered year-round work for the men, although the

actual running of the furnace occurred mainly during the winter months.

One informant estimated that the owner of the foundry employed between

250 and 300 people in his various enterprises.

Socially, the foundry owner largely determined the settlement

pattern of the neighborhood. He determined the spatial affangement of

some of the homes and selected the location of the general store and

the post office. The operation of the furnace demanded that certain

tasks be done seasonally, which meant that the residents had to make

their plans in accordance with the furnace operation. Several different

operations were required in order to produce iron. During the spring

and summer months, the men from the community were required to cut

wood from the nearby and distant forests so that it could be made into

charcoal, which was a necessary ingredient to produce iron. Besides

men to actually cut the wood into cords, the wood had to be loaded

onto large horse-drawrl wagons and then transported to the foundry

kilns. Here it was unloaded and stacked inside the kilns and slowly

burned to produce charcoal. The burning process was very closely

scrutinized on a 24-hour basis by several men called "colliers".
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Other men were needed to actually dig the ore from out of the

ground. A vast amount of ore was dug in the Rossville-Muirkirk vicinity
by means of pick and shovel. After hitting a vein of ore on the surface

of the earth, they would dig down and follow it until it was exhausted.

This type of excavation was called "open pit mining". The continual

digging for ore caused many deep holes to form which later filled with

water and resulted in man-made ponds. The most famous of these ponds

in the area was ca1led "B1ue Pond", which is located 200 yards north of

the Muirkirk Road-Ellington Drive junction.

During the winter months, the major occupation for the men was

operating the foundry. The furnace would run 24 hours per day while

making between 3 or 4 casts per day. The furnace operation itseif
involved about 25-30 men at a time with a requirement that they be

strong and durable. There were three 8-hour shifts which lasted from

7:004M to 3 PM, from 3 PM to 10 PM, and from 10 PM to 7 AM. On

days when the weatherwas not too inclement, some men would earn

extra money by digging and hauling ore.

Another wintertime occupation sponsored by the foundry owner

was the cutting of ice from "Blue Pond". This ice would be cut into

large blocks and then stored in an ice house located on the bank of the

pond . 95% of the icehouse was located underground with only a small

windowless wooden structure above ground. During the summer, ice

could be used by the residents to keep their ice boxes cold. An ice

wagon would come around occasionaliy for anyone who wanted a block.

The foundry owner employed between 30 and 40 men to work

his extensive farm holdings in close proximity to Muirkirk. Farmers

made up the largest group of workers because much labor was needed

to supply the men and animals with food for the year. Much of the crops

planted such as corn, wheat, and grain were used to feed the many work

horses and other cattle.
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Black women in Muirkirk were expected to maintain and manage

the household. They were responsible for domestic chores such as

cooking, sewing, and cleaning and assumed the major role in child

rearing. It was she who was responsible for assigning the various

household chores to the children, such as carryinq water, and bringing

in wood for the stove. Women were expected to can and preserve

various perishable items for use during the winter. Several homes had a

root cellar where large quantities of various crops such as white and

sweet potatoes, greens, turnips, and apples could be stored. The men

usually killed their hogs in the fail utilizing all parts of the animals.

AII informants stated that they always had plenty to eat.

OutsÍde of the home, unmarried women could find work as

domestics in the homes of the white people in the surrounding areas.

This work was sought after by the women because it meant year-round

employment. Other work for women and children involved going to

northern Maryland in order to pick various types of berries. This was

done during several weeks in May and in July. They were paid one-

and-a-ha1f cents per quart which meant that speed of hand was a major

advantage. Children were made to pick rapidly. On these berry farms,

small cottages were provided whereby a mother and her children could

stay for several weeks without going home

Anything that a person could not raise or make, was brought

at the general store in Muirkirk. This store also functioned as the post

office for the area. Often, the store was so crowded that people had to

wait outside in order to get in.

Muirkirk Today

Within the last ten years, Muirkirk has undergone many changes,

but the major one is that of industrialization. After the disappearance of

the iron foundry, industries came into the neighborhood slowly, but in
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steadily increasing numbers. Ail of the industries that did come to the

neighborhood transformed both its social structure and its physical

appearance. Because the industrialization has been so complete,

Mujrkirk has officially been designated as an industrial area. ' Br.,t,

in the midst of the large factories, and warehouses, a neighborhood

still exists.

simply to drive through Muirkirk, (takes about one minute at

30 mph) , it would be easy to see that the neighborhood is surrounded

by various industries. There is a total of 16 companies of which at

Ieast half represent a type of heavy industry. Of these 16 plants, B

were in Muirkirk prior to I950. AIi of these companies are located

within 2000 feet of each other. The five largest companies in terms of

physical size are the Maryland CIay Products Company, Rosey's Auto

Wrecking Company, the Mineral Pigment Corporation, CECO Building
1)

Products, and W. R. Brace, respectively. '

Today, only a small remnant of the neighborhood still remains.

About 6 years ago, one of the two rows of apartment houses built by the

brick company, was torn dov¡n to make way for industrial expansion. '
The other still stands, but it is closed to tenants. Three years later,

three houses were torn down and leveled along Conway Road (the main

thoroughfare through the neighborhood) in order to widen the road.

These houses however, were old and delapidated although they did

have residents living in them at the time. The newest road (Faigie) is

an extension of Conway and was built as an access route to the many

industrie s

The people who were displaced from Muirkirk, moved into a

government funded low-rent apartment project in a suburb of the south

Laurel-Bowie area. This area is located just off of Bowie Road in a

project called "Pumpkin Hill". OnIy people making less than $S,000

4T



dollars may rent in this vicinity. Other one-time neighborhood residents

moved to other areas within the community.

Today, the heart of Muirkirk iies on a side street directiy off

Conway Road. Five homes are located on a street which is badly in

need of repair. On the southern side of this street stand the homes,

while on the northern side stands a l2 f.oot high white-washed waII that

completely sulTounds the Mineral Pigment Company, the "paint factory".

This wall extends the entire length of the street. Just around the corner

from the five homes, stands another house which is located directly on

Conway Road. The only other house that still stands is located at the

corner of Conway and the Baltimore Pike. This house is by far the

newest of any that remain.

Most of the homeowners that still live in Muirkirk are senior

citizens who have resided in the community all of their lives. Many

have lived in the same house for the greatest portion of their lives. AIt

of these poeple live in various combinations of extended families; none

of them live alone. The majority of the senior citizens are widows

except in one instance where both spouses are living. They constantly

are surrounded by great grandchildren and grandchildren who make

continuous visits to see and to be around the grandparents. Some of

ihese elderly people are used as babysitters while the parents are off

at their various jobs.

Because of the many industries that have moved into the area

within the last ten years, the Black residents have been forced to follow

the lead of the few white families that left the area prior to 1940. The

industries dominate large sections of what was once property common to

the entire neighborhood. In addition to people moving out of the area,

there are no new families moving into the neighborhood. This is due to

the face that the neighborhood area is no longer an "attractive " place in
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which to live. By "attractive ", it is meant a place where there is a

promise of a future. An attractive place has something to offer the

newcomers such as schools, playgrounds, and shopping areas.

Muirkirk has a smoke-stack skyline which is not conducive to a

residential area. As in some Black areas centered around railroad

tracks, the neighborhood has what can be called "the across the tracks

stigma. " Frazier (1957:254) observed this in tovrns and cities in

New Jersey. This implies that the white people view the Black area

across the tracks as being run-down. This has an effect on the Black

people because they realize that the area in which they live is not the

ideal. This is why they move out when they get the chance.

It is only a matter of time before Muirkirk will cease to exist

as a viable neighborhood. As the remaining senior homeowners die, the

Iand, more than likely, will be sold to various factories by the surviving

relatives. The fact is simply that no one really wants to live there in

the midst of an industrial park. Industrialization is by now far too

complete-- nothing remedial can be done to save the neighborhood. It

is extremely unrealistic to assume that the industries will leave the

area of their ovm accord.

Whereas Muirkirk can be seen as a dying neighborhood, it
should be viewed in relationship to the other two neighborhoods of

Lyn1ey. When Muirkirk is placed in this perspective, it becomes

evident that the entire community is merely adapting to a changing

environment. Although Muirkirk is dead as a residential neighborhood,

the community will continue to survive as a result of the outmigration

from Muirkirk which has been occurring for over 70 years. It is the

theme of survival and regeneration that the next two sections of this

chapter will consider. Rossville and Vansville can be seen as exten-

sions or "runners " from Muirkirk which have maintained the community

as a viable unit.
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Ros sville

The neighborhood of Rossville is located a half-mile east of

Muirkirk along Muirkirk Road. On either side of this road, one finds

woodlands interspersed with open fields. To the left, stand the church

and its cemetary. Unlike Muirkirk, Rossville has been designated as a

residential area. This neighborhood is bordered to the north by extensive

landholdings by the Potomac Electric Power Company (PEPCO) and to the

south by land or¡med by the Department of Agriculture. Rossville is the

only neighborhood to have buildings other than residential structures.

Other structures include the church, the Abraham's HalI, and the

American Legion Hall. In 1968, a new section of Muirkirk Road was

completed which bypasses the neighborhood. Now it is no longer

necessary to folIow the winding road through this neighborhood. This

new road has formed a small thin island of wooded land that is entirely

surrounded by the old and new Muirkirk Roads.

Rossville got its name from Augustus Ross who was said to

have been the first Biack person to settle in the area in the late 1BB0's.

He was originally from northern Maryland, and then he moved to Muirkirk

and still later to Rossville . Here, he built a house which is today

occupied by another famiiy. Homes in this area were built and occupied

by Blacks who had moved out of Muirkirk in order to set up their oinm

households. Most land in Muirkirk was owned by the foundry owner

which meant that available land was rather scarce. Rossville, to the

east, offered the only area of expansion because large tracts of land to

the west were ov¡ned by white families.

Close kinship ties existed between the two areas because, in

most instances, the men were born and raised in Muirkirk and moved to

Rossville only after marriage. Of the 28 residences in Rossville today,

20 of. them have some form of kinship tie with the people in Muirkirk. It
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is quite common to hear people from both areas to refer to each other as

"Uncle orAunt so and so", or "Cousin this or that". The most common

names between the two areas are Ross, Conway, Dodson, Crump, and

Smith.

Five houses in Rossville have the same general design as those

in Muirkirk. The houses in Rossville, however, accommodate only one

family. They are rectangular, two-story wooden frame structures which

are covered with shingles. The front roof of the house extends away

from the structure which creates a front porch. All of these structures

have chimneys. Other dwellings are diverse in design and range from

trailers to brick structures. Until recently, homes on Muirkirk Road did

not have runninq water or indoor plumbing. The majority relíed on wells

for their supply of water. OnIy one new home has been built there in the

last ten years. A water line and a sewer line have been introduced

throughout the community, although not all residents have made the

connection from the pipeline to their house. This neighborhood is

generally characterized by o1d buildings, which in a few instances, are

in need of paint and repair and appear to be run-down. Yards are well-
maintained during the summe4 although some homes have accumulated old

discarded objects in the back yard. Ten homes however, are well-kept
in appearance.

VansviIle

Of the three neighborhoods, Vansville is the largest and has

shown the most residential growth in the last 20 years. Most of the

homes built in Vansville are located along Odell Road and the Baltimore

Pike. The people that live in Vansville are predominately Black,

although some white families have recently moved into the area. During

the 1940's, the few white families in the area began to move out in

favor of other communities. By 1960, the exodus of white families was
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complete, although several other white families entered the neighborhood

in the late 60's and the early 70's.

The first influx of Black people to Vansville occurred around

1910 when two families moved from Muirkirk to the "Swampood.le area",
a section of Vansville in the southwestern corner of the neighborhood.

The second major influx of Blacks came in the late 1950's and the early
1960's along odeli Road. Most of these people came from washington
and other neighboring communities. About 20 new families moved into
the area at this time after a company built brick homes, all along the

same design. only four of these families had any kinship ties with
Muirkirk or Rossville. The third influx occurred on Ellington Drive in
the early 1960'sralthough several older houses had been in the area for
some time. About 10 new homes were built then with a white family
living in one of them. of these l0 homes, 4 had kinship ties with
Muirkirk. The last influx of Blacks came in the late 1960's when an

elderly Black man of the neighborhood sold some of his land for housing
development along the Baltimore Pike. About 60 homes have been buitt
here within the last five years. Two of these couples who had been

living as part of an extended family in Muirkirk, moved out in order to
start their families. The majority of these new homeowners came from

Washington.

There is a total of 154 houses in vansville. Approximately
120 of these houses have been built since 19s0, which means that the

neighborhood is young. Vansville is characterized by a combination of
old and new single-family houses all in close proximity to each other.
The older houses usuaJ.ly are situated on a larger plot of land in
comparison to newer ones. AII homes in this neighborhood are weII-
maintained with well-trimmed lar¡rns, flower beds, and other shrubs

around the laum. Two cars are common in most driveways and several

boats have been introduced. There is a marked absence of trees in the
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yards of most of the newer houses aithough several are in evidence

around the older ones. Street lights are placed at regular intervals

along the main roads . As in Rossville, water and sewer lines have been

introduced with the sewer line being the most recent installation.

The purpose of this chapter was to show that Lynley has a long

history in its development. Although the days of the Muirkirk neighborhood

are numbered, the community as a whole will continue to survive. This is
one reason for selecting the Arensberg definition of community. This

definition emphasizes that the people of Lynley have been able to
"transmit to the future community its distinctive cultural and institutional
tradition". Because Lynley does have an "ongoing quality", the ideas
proposed by Frazier concerning B1ack social disorganization will be

questioned in the remaining chapters. The purpose of the next chapter

will be to describe the social institutions and then to investigate

Frazier's "Black social disorganization" in relation to Lyn1ey.
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FOOTNOTES

I . The oldest gravesites in the cemetery had dates in the early
1800's.

2. Four drownings occurred in this pond during the 3 months of
research.

3. The Md. Nat. Cap. Park and PIan. Commission designated
Muirkirk as an industrial area in 197t while also designating
Rossville and Vansville as residential areas.

4. Other industries included:

Beltsville Flour Depot pilgrim House Furniture
Apollo Thermal Products National Carpet Incorp.
A.T. and T Longlines Nob HilI S1eep products
Southern Door Co. Fridell Construction and
Chesapeake Feed Sheet Meta1 Work
Thompson Steel US Metal Forms and Tubes, Inc.

5. The brick company built two apartment blocks in the late 1930's
so that its workers could remain in the area. Several years
before the plant came under new management in 1970, the
apartment blocks were closed and the people were forced to
move to other areas.

48



CIIAPTER FOUR: SOCIAL STRUCTURE

The purpose of this chapter is to examine the social structure of

Lynley. This is necessary so that the validity of Frazier's idea concern-

ing BIack social disorganization may be assessed. Before proceeding, it
is necessary to consider the concept of "social disorganization".

Frazier believes that social disorganization necessarily occurs

when a Black population moves from a rural to an urban area. In the

city, the family structure cannot adapt to the social stress and strain.
Because the structure of the several families is disrupted, the entire

Black community becomes disorganized. Frazier never clearly defines

what he means by "family disorganization", although he discusses

desertion, illegitimacy, and divorce in this context (Frazier 1957:633) .

For a definition of "social dÍsorganization", the work of Elliot
and Merrill (1934:20) rn¡as consulted:

. . . When the forces of socíal disorganization exceed
those making for social stability, social problems arise.
Socia1 disorganization represents a breakdoum in the
equilibrium of forces, a decay in the social structure,
so that old habits and forms of social control no longer
function effectively.

Utilizing the above definition, the social structure of Lynley will be

examined in order to determine if the social organization has remained

intact. If so, then Frazier's social disorganization does not apply in the

case of Lyniey. Elliot and Merrill go on to say that there are at least

three levels of generalization in discussing social disorganization

(Ibid:20-1). One may speak of personal, family, or community dis-
organization. Each of these is but one aspect of social disorganization.



It seems, then, that Frazier observes the results of disorganization in

the family and then chooses to generalize to the level of the community.

To Frazier, desertion, divorce, and illegitimacy are clear signs of

community social disorganization.

The Familv

Traditionally, the Black male in Lynley has been the head of

the household, which has consisted of his wife and chiidren and in some

cases, other relatives such as a grandmother or father, a brother or a

sister, a nÍece or a nephew. The Black male is dominant in the family

mainly because this has been normative of the American society of

whÍch he is a part. This norm states that the male is the head of the

household and the primary breadwinner. Because the norm is adhered

to, the Black Llmleyite has attempted to live up to this role, although

some of his efforts to do so have been thwarted by the larger society

via prejudice and discrimination (which effects social and economic

opportunities available to the Black man) " Because the Black man

could not obtain an education comparable to that of the white, he has

until recently, been forced to take the lowest paying and most menial

types of semi-skilled and unskilled labor.

Today, the men and women of Lynley have been participating

on a larger scale in the social and economic opportunities of American

society partly as a result of the continuing efforts toward racial equality.

Because employment opportunities have increased, it has become

normative in Lynley for both spouses to work, although the male stili is
expected to retain the dominant position in the family. Because both

parents are employed, the majority of Llmleyites are able to maintain a

middle-class life style.
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In 1900, families contained between ten and fourteen members.

Kinship networks were strong because certain obligations, such as mutual

aid, were required to retain family relationships. Grandparents were

always shown great respect and received much attention from their

children and grandchildren. Continual visitations by children and

grandchildren to the homes of grandparents were the rule. AIl adults

were addressed as "yes sir" or "no sir"; "yes mam" or "no mam".

Parents took pride in the good manners of their children and demanded

respect from them.

There was much mutual aid among kinsmen. People enjoyed the

feeling that they could rely on a relative rather than a stranger in time

of crisis . If one of the grandparents died, the remaining spouse could

stay with one of the children or could remain at the homestead, or have

one of the married children move in and bring their own family.

Relationships between aunts and uncles with their respective nieces and

nephews were strong, but did not involve firmly set obligations . The

children could rely on them for small favors or a small amount of money.

It is still common for a relative to drop in unexpectedly and be fed at

dinnertime although he lives in the same community.

Today, the major change in the family has been a reduction in

the number of children that each couple has. The average number is

about 2 or 3 childreq although about several families in Lynley have over

6 children. Kinship is still a unifying factor in the community which

transcends any one of the neighborhoods. Because the people attend the

same church and participate in some of the same community activities,

kinship ties are consciously maintained by continual and unexpected

visits . Otd age is still respected by ali people. In oid age, parents

are not sent to rest homes, but are kept at home. They are sent away

only if they need the most intensive type of medical attention. To place

them in an institution for any other reason is to invite the harsh criticism

from other community members.
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If divorce, desertion, and illegitimacy are used as indices of

family stability, the family is then a highiy stable unit in Lynley.

Divorces are infrequent because people feel that they reflect one's

character. Informants stated that there have been only two divorces ín

the community in the Iast eight years. These were among couples that

were new to the community. There have been two cases of desertion

within the last 5 years. One case involved a man in his 50's who left

his wife in order to be with another woman . This couple had no children.

Another case involved a man who left his wife because he thought she

was having iliicit sexual relations. Since I965, there have been eight

illegitimate births. Here it is significant to note that 4 of these births

were shared among 2 families that certainly did experience a breakdown

in their structures. In these cases, two sisters from each family had a

child.

In one family, the father of a lower-class family shot and kiiled

his wife who had 6 children. The oldest was 19 and the youngest was 6.

With the father in prison, the children were not properly cared for. The

oldest girl tried to care for her brothers and sisters with some aid from

the community. The oldest girl and a younger sister each had a child.

In another family, the mother died suddenly and left a family of

5 children plus her husband. Because he had to work, supervision was

not always there when it was needed. At least partly as a result of this,
2 sisters in the family each had a child.

In both instances, it was seen that when one of the spouses

died, there occurred a breakdov¡n in the family structure . This however

does not allow one to generalize and say that the institutions of the

entire community have become dysfunctional in maintaining social

organization. In spite of the above instances, the community organization

still remains strong and viable.
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Establishinq A Home

Married Lynleyites expressed the idea that having a home of

their own was an important factor in supporting a family. In interviews

with newcomers, B stated that they came to Lynley in order to have "a

place of their ovm where they can build for the future ". Several

expressed the idea that living in and renting an apartment was unwise

because "there is never anything left to show for one's effort". In spite

of the extra effort required to maintain a home, they felt that it was well

worth "sacrificing for". Established families in the community take great

pride in the sacrifices that they voluntarily endure so that their children

will have a better home and a better life. Sacrifices involve parents

going without things so that the children can have music lessons or

attend a summer camp.

One young married man from Lynley who had recently been

discharged from the armed forces described his situation as foilows: 1

I got married during my second year in the army
and our son was born three months before my discharge.
While I was in the service, I heard I could get my
government printing job back when I returned, so I
kept in touch with my old department. I'm working
there again and I didn't loose any (job) status. We
moved here (his apartment) three months ago. After
I work a while, we're gonna get a house somewhere.
The apartment is okay, but I want a house if I got to
spend the money.

Another middle-aged man had this to say:

Me and my wife moved out of Muirkirk about B years
ago. . . We had been living with my parents there . We
worked long enough so that we could buy this place. . .
Its been worth it cuz my daughter is in college and my
boy is taking music lessons and seems to be doing great;
so far.

Another couple moved from D.C. to Lyniey and made these comments:
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We moved cause the city was just too damn much.
We always wanted a place of our own mainly cuz we're
from the country. We both still work in the city, but
I iike the suburbs better... Here I can do what I want
to without being afraid to make a little noise.

From the above examples, it can be seen that the middle-class

life style is aspired to by these Lynleyites. All do not share the same

amount of material wealth, but they are striving toward providing

adequately for their famiLies .

The Church and Church-Oriented Activities

The Methodist Church has always been a vital part of the

community social organization. In the history of the community, four

church buiidings have stood in the same area not more than 80 yards

apart from each other on Muirkirk Road. The land for this church was

officially deeded over to six Black people for the purpose of having

"a place of public worship for the colored people of the neighborhood".2

This deed was made in 1868.

Between 1868 and I900, three different churches were built.

The first was constructed in the 1870's and was made of 1ogs. The

second was built within the same area to replace the log church, which

was too small. The first church fell down shortly after the plank church

was built. This new church had a balconywith steps going up on each

side as one entered. This structure however, burned doinm in the

summer of July 1898. Services were then held in the Abraham's HaIl

which was located farther dov¡n the road. The third church structure

was built in 1900 with the aid of the owner of the foundry. one

informant remembered his father hauling wood to build this church,

which was painted gray. In 1958, this church was torn doum after the

people had moved into the new brick church in 1953 -
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The activities of the church was geared toward the family.

There was something to offer all who came. Sunday was always a big

day at the church in the early 1900's. Between 9 and 114M, the

Sunday school was conducted for the smaller children where they were

introduced to the teachings of the church. Between 1l and 12 AM, a

class was held for the adults. The actual church service started at

3:00 PM and lasted sometimes until 6 PM after much shouting, and

hollering and people simply getting "happy" and testifying (testimonials) .

A special occasion was Chiidren's Day which was held at

night after a shorter afternoon service. This involved all the community

children and a few adults who would make long recitations or sing a

song before the congregation. Everyone, especially the chiidren, wore

the finest clothes that they ov¡ned. This production usually lasted 3 and

4 hours.

Instead of clapping hands to show enjoyment or to acknowledge

something well done, the accepted practice was to gently stamp the

floor with the feet or to say "Amen" or "God Bless you" several times.

This practice still occurs among the older people of the church today.

Other church activities included the camp meeting or the

quarterly conference which was held for about 2 weeks in July. This

was a great time of fire and brimstone sermons by several ministers,

beautiful choir singing, and much feasting.

A church-oriented group within the community was called the

Benevolent Sons and Daughters ofAbraham. This organization was

composed of several hundred members of the church, although not ali

church members belonged. In 1887, a deed was dravrn up whereby the

organization bought a plot of land for $96.25 on Muirkirk Road in order

to build the "Abraham's Hall" or simply, the "Lodge Hal1".3 This hall

was built in the late lB90's as a place where lodge meetings could be

held. During this time, the hall was the scene of church service

because the second church burned dovrn.
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Church Todav

In the early days of Muirkirk, it was illustrated how dominant

the church was in the community. It had many functions mainly because

it was one of the few places available for the residents to meet.

Although the previous churches were smaller, they were always fuII on

Sunday. A fuli church is less common todayalthough it is always filied

on certain holidays or special programs. Because people did spend long

hours in church in the past, the church life was more a part of them in

contrast to the present-day congregation.

In the earlier days, the people actually "feIt their religion",

which meant that they showed more physical emotion during the service.

Fainting, Ioud outcries, hand clapping, and stamping of the feet were

all acceptable and expected expressions of emotion. Over the Iast five

years, this emotional form of religious expression is becoming more

uncommon. A possible reason for this is that only the oldest people of

the church do this today. Because their numbers have been decreasing

in the church attendance due to sickness and death, the occurrence of

such emotionalism is less common. One stili may hear an occasional

outcry, but not nearly as often.

The present-day church schedule is still basically the same

except that there is no 11AM class. At 10 AM, Sunday school is held

for all ages even up to an adult class. This is over by 1I:30 and at I1:45,

the church service begins. Ministers at the church have always been

rather vocal and have rendered soul-searching sermons. Today, services

usually are over by l:00 PM unless it happens to be Communion Sunday.

A baptism may prolong the service if one is scheduled. The service then

may last until l: 30 or 1:45.
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The church is governed by various commissions which are

responsible for certain segiments of the church life. For example, there

is a commission on education, finance, evangelism, youth, and the

official board, which has the final authority on all church matters.

The church has several church-oriented organizations which

are basically service oriented. The first of these is the \Momen's Society

of Christian Service. Throughout the year, these women sponsor various

fund-raising activities in an effort to raise money for the operation of

the church. Singing concerts, dinners, picnics, and other outings have

been the usual forms of activities. The male counterpart of this is
called the Methodist Men. They too are a service group that sponsors

various fund-raising functions for the church.

Within the church, there are four choirs. The children's choir

is made up of youngsters between the ages of 7 and 12. The youth choir

is made up of teenagers while the young adult choir consists of middie

age adults. The adult senior choir is comprised of the older citizens

with the majority of them being females. A special group is ca1led the

male chorus comprised of young single and married men. Of all these

vocal groups, the young adults are more of an organization because

they sponsor a variety of activities. The usual routine is for each choir

to take turns singing on different Sundays, although sometimes they all
perform together.

One church-oriented group that has become inactive is the

Benevolent Sons and Daughters of Abraham. This group was extremely

active in 1900 and had its ovm meeting pIace. Various other groups

would rent the building for different functions. This organization has

died out basically because it did not recruit young members. They also

kept their beliefs and ritual a secret. OnIy the oldest citizens of the

area belong to the organization, although they no longer have meetings .

Most of these people are in the seventy or eighty age group.
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Several activities which the church once sponsored are no

longer observed or practiced. Five activities that are now defunct are

Children's Day, Tom Thumb weddings, the church outing, the Christmas

gift exchange, and the bazaar.

The Children's Day was an elaborate production put on mainly

by the youngsters; it involved recitations and singing. The parents spent

large sums of money for fancy clothes for the children. Tom Thumb

weddings were mock children's weddings which involved many rehearsals.

The production was basically for entertainment, although admission was

charged to get into the church. Both of these practices stopped in the

early 1960's.

The Christmas gift exchange occurred the Sunday evening before

Christmas. In late November, everyone who attended Sunday school,

exchanged names by drawing them out of a box. A person was obligated

to buy a gift for the person whose name he drew. On the Sunday evening

before Christmas, the congregation would meet to sing a few carols and

then the pastor would read the names from the packages. This practice

was stopped mainly because too many people were not buying gifts for

the name that they drew.

The church excursion occurred in the summer month of JuIy and

involved the members going to Carr's Beach, on the Chesapeake Bay,

which was predominantly for Blacks. AiI Sunday school members could

go aknost free while others had to pay fuII price. There was always

much controversy as to where the Sunday school would go. In the final

years of the practice, other places were selected. The practice stopped

in the late I960's because people had their ovrn plans for the summer.

At one time, there were few places that a large group of Blacks could go

without facing racial discrimination. Now, Blacks can go almost

anywhere they choose.
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The church bazaar was an affair where people could bring

various items to be judged, such as canned goods, flower arrangements,

baked goods, and various handicrafts. Prizes included b1ue, red, and

white ribbons for first, second, and third pIace, respectively. This

activity was held in the church basement and the activÍty stopped mainly

because there was a drastic reduction in the various home handicrafts.

Very few women preserve or can any items today.

One activity that has managed to survive has been the vacation

Bible school which occurs in the summer for two weeks. Teachers were

usually those who taught classes in the Sunday school. The children

enjoyed this session and got a chance to have some organized recreation

during the summer. Today, the Bible school is held in the evening in

contrast to being held during the day in the past. The last day of the

school is concluded by each class making some type of presentation.

In the church of Lyn1ey, like most Black churches of today,

there has been a cry for relevancy. Rather than having children's

programs, the people have been sponsoring activities which relate to

them such as Black HistoryDay and Founder's Day. When the B1ack

Movement got under wêy, the church also took part by taking up

collections for the freedom marches and for the NAACP in order to aid

them financially. Both young and old residents alike are keenly aware

of the racial problems that exist and are trying to confront rather than

ignore them. They are concerned about their past and are making efforts

to learn as much about their origins and culture as possible. This is

done in order to prepare themselves for the future as part of the larger

society.
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Schools and the Educational Svstem

In 1900, the full time occupation of the children was school

which was located in the Vansville area. Chiidren of aII three

neighborhoods attended this school until the 1920's. The school term

ran from early September to late May. A B1ack teacher taught subjects

that included the three 'rRrsrr plus geography and health. The school

building was a long rectangular structure which had no windows and

was heated by a wood stove. Grades l-7 were taught and included

anywhere from 40 to 60 children. Children started school at the age of 6

and continued until they were l4 or 15. Oniy Blacks attended this
school, although basic school supplies were provided by the county

system. Any books which were received, were always used first in the

white schools and then sent to the Black schools. lMany complaints

were heard about the long walk to and from school during the winter.

After school adjourned at 3:30, the children returned to their
homes, arriving there shortly afterwards . After changing clothes, chores

had to be done until it was time for dinner at 6:00. Chores were done

the year round.

The educational system in Lynley has undergone some major

changes since 1900. It should be pointed out that there was only a one

room school Ín the community. AIl Blacks went to the community school;

the white children went to a school in Beltsville.

About 1922 , the Muirkirk school was built Ín the Rossville

neighborhood. This structure Ís now the home of the American Legion.

It was once attended by all the Muirkirk and Rossville children. In the

late 1930's, anotherAmendale school was built to replace the one in the

"Swampoodle area" which was delapidated. It was built in Vansville.

This new building was the same as the one in Rossville except that it had
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a basement. This was later used as a cafeterÍa where hot lunches could

be served. During the years between 1922 and 1954, the school system

was completely segregated. Even county teacher's meetings were held

at different times for whites and Blacks. Teachers earned about $ZO. OO

per month.

The first bus transportation came to the area in 1942. This

made it possible for Black children to attend school at Lakeland

Elementary while high school students attended Fairmont Heights High

School. Both schools are located south of Lyntey. Both schools had

more educational facilities. Because Fairmont Heights was one of the

few Black high schools in the area, many students traveled about 50

miles ê day to go to school. To miss the bus home from school was a

disaster to a student at this time.

A major breakthrough came in 1954 when the supreme court

handed dov¡n its ruling stating that a1l school children must go to the

school closest to their home. This theoretically ended segregation.4

This meant that the children in Muirkirk and Rossville had to attend

schools in Laurel while those in Vansviile had to attend Beltsville schools .

Many parents continued to send their children to the all-Black schools weII

into the middle sixties. This meant that the children of Lynley were going

to three different areas for education. Compared to some areas, there

was no racial violencg although some Blacks and whites vehemently

disapproved of integration .

The results of the area school desegration have been rather

encouraging. The Black children have begun to see that they are equal

and not inferior to the white children. The opportunities offered at the

white schools have always been greater, and it has been within the last

few years that Black students have begun to realize their potential -

During this time, differential treatment by the county with respect to

suppiies and school equipment still exists, but has been greatly reduced.
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The first success has come to the children in the field of athletics

within the various high school team sports. Academic progress has been

slower in developing mainly because the children could see no reason for

it. There was nothing that could be done with an education as far as they

were concerned. Within the last I0 years, attitudes have changed so that

great value is placed on an education. In the last 5 years, there have

been only 3 high school drop-outs.

There has been a noticeable increase in the number of students

who go on to college and graduate school. At first, those who did attend

college, did not finish for various reasons. During the last 6 years, the

largest number of students to graduate from college was three in a single

year. As of I97L, there was a record high of lB students enrolled in

different colleges; two were attending graduate school.5

Today, even the parents are taking more of an interest in the

education of their children. A large number of them within the community

now attend the monthly Parents and Teachers Association (PTA) at the

various schools.

Voluntary As s ociations

There are several organizations in the community that have

nothing to do with the church organization. Three of these are the

Homemakers CIub, the American Legion and the Vansville Heights

Citizens Association. Of the three, the American Legion is the oldest

in terms of years in the community.

Homemakers Club

This club was sponsored by the county extension service and

was created in the early 1950's. This is a county-wide women's

organization, although the various chapters are segregated. The purpose

of this group is to make simple home improvements, institute handícrafts
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programs such as sewing, knitting, and canning, and to learn gardening

techniques. The membership never exceeded 20 members and presently

there are no efforts to recruit young women. The average age within this

group is between 55 and 60. They meet once a month in the home of one

of the members and have a special dinner twice a year for the entertain-

ment of its members. This group was once quite active, but it has

become rather inactive in recent years.

The American Leqion

The Legion came to the community shortly after Wor1d War II
and was comprised of veterans from the armed forces. These members

bought the 7à acres of land on which the old Muirkirk school stood and

converted it into their meeting and recreational faciiity. This facility

was rented out to groups for various activities . The building itself is a

drab place in appearance and has no inside toilet. The group, which has

a membership of 70 men, sponsored several fund-raising activities such

as dances and dinners. Although the group was rather inactive during

the 60's, there has been a resurgence in the Legion. Current plans

include renevating the old school by installing indoor toilets, making

the connection to the new sewer system, and Some indoor remodelling.

In the summer of t971, the Legion obtained a liquor license whereby

they could seII liquor and beer over the bar. Much controversy arose

as to whether or not the haIl should be renovated or another structure

built. It was decided however, that renovation was the most practical

alternative for the near future.

Vansville Heights Citizens Association

The most active group in the community today is the citizen's

association. This group, which numbers between two and three hundred

members, has done the most toward making the community a better place

to live. It started in the mid-1950's as a body whereby a1l area residents
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could express their thoughts and opinions as they pertained to the welfare

of the community. The organization made some attempts to support the

NAACP in its fig'ht against segregation in the public schools. Not only
Vansville residents, but all members of the community participate in the

group.

The association has done many fine things for the community.

In 1962, the group started a scholarship for the most outstanding high

school graduate who planned to attend college.6 During this time, the

organization secured several bus stop huts to be used by the school

children. At Christmastime, an elaborate yule log is planned each year

with carolling, refreshments , and a blazing yuletide fire. The spring

dance, a fund-raising activity, is an occasion that aII residents look

forward to. In the summer, the group sponsors the annual association
picnic which usually nets large profits for the budget. In times of
community tragedy, some financial assistance is given to famÍlies that
are in need. They were instrumental in getting street lights installed
and securing increased police protection. The group also sponsored a

smaII-scaIe community newspaper.

Perhaps the greatest achievement of the association has been

the building of the first community park on the Baltimore Pike. This

project has taken many years to achieve and marks a culmination of

individual and group efforts . Additional plans call for several

recreational buildings to go along with the softball and football fields .

Law and Order

Any consideration of law and order in

focus upon the county government, although it
community is also under both state and federal

two governments will not be considered here.

which is most relevant in the case of Lynley.

Lynley must nece s sarily
is understood that the

jurisdiction. The latter
It is the county government
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The county government is headed by a board of five county

commissíoners that has both executive and legislative functions. The

commissioners are elected officials who meet bi-weekly to conduct

county business. Their duties include approving the annual county

budget, setting and collecting taxes, and appointing and setting

salaries of county employees. They have the authority to select various

county officials such as the chief of police, the fire marshall, the social

worker, and the health officer fWatson 1962:49).

Prince George's is the only county in the metropolitan area that

has not as yet switched to the county manager form of government.

Instead, one commissioner serves fulL time while the other four serve on

a part-time basis.

The county has a complete judicial organization, which implies

an integrated court system. The People's court hears the majority of all
cases. Other courts include the orphan's court, the circuit court, and

the court of appeals which is the highest one in the county (Ibid:49) .

In Lynley, major crimes are rare, but they have occurred. The

majority of offenses have been traffic violations. Several of these

accidents resulted in community property damage . In one instance, a

man under the influence of alcohol drove his car into the home of one

community resident. Most cases such as this are settled out of court.

At one time in the early 1960's, there was an outbreak of

vandalism. Some of the youth were involved in the destruction of mail-

boxes which stand in front of the residences. Other instances involved

tearing dou¡n traffic signs and putting sand into auto gas tanks.

Another incident involved the burglary of the church which involved the

stealing of two candelabras from the altar. The property was never

recovered. The general community feeling was that white people had

done it because they felt that no Black person would steal from the church.

in all instances no arrests were made, although the county and state police

were notified.
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Two major crimes have occurred in Lyn1ey since 1960. One

occurred in 1961 when a man in his 60's allegedly shot and killed his

wife with a rifle. The community considered this to be a great tragedy

because the women had been quite active in civic affairs and worked

hard in order to secure racial equality. The husband was not sent to

jail, but was released after a court appearance.

Another shooting death involved a married couple that had

seven children. in this instance, the husband was sent to jail while

the chiidren were allowed to remain at home under the direct care of

the oldest sister.

The most recent complaints have been directed against a new

auto speedway which is located west of Lynley along the Baltimore

expressway. Some of the crowd that attends the speedway use OdeII

Road as an access route to the speedway. Because beer is sold at the

speedway, the spectators become intoxicated and drive at excessive

rates of speed through the community at the conclusion of the night's

races. Community residents have complained of being forced off the

road by the "speedway motorists". Some residents have stated that

they heard shots as this crowd drives by. Feelings also ran high among

the residents because the speedway crowd was 98% white. Residents

felt that this crowd had no regard for community property. Formal

complaints by the citizen's association were addressed to the speedway

management and the county and state police.7 Starting in 19 70, the

police set up radar units along the road in order to apprehend speeding

motorists. This proved fairly effectiveralthough some residents were

still not satisfied because they felt the police were too lenient with

offenders. The usual punishment was a traffic ticket in most cases

unless the offender was noticeably drunk. Then, a court appearance

was necessary.
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Two Special Governments

The majority of county residents are under the jurisdiction of

two other governments. Similar to the county government, these two

organizations collect taxes and plan for the area's future.
Washington Suburban Sanitation Commission

The Washington Suburban Sanitation Commission (WSSC) , which

was established in 1918, is responsible for the operation and construction

of water filtration plants, sewers, treatment plants, refuse incinerators,

storm drains and flood control projects. This organization is composed

of 6 commissioners who are appointed by the governer for 4-year terms.

The commission has jurisdiction in Prince George and Montgomery counties

plus the District of Columbia. The work of the commission is financed by

a sanitary tax which is paid by all property owners within the area.

Another tax is paid only by property oumers along the water and sewer

Iines (Watson 1962:53) .

The second organization is the Maryland-Nationa1 Capital Park

and Planning Commission which was created in Lg27 in order to plan for

the regional development of the metropolitan area. This body has

planning jurisdiction over the Maryland-Wa shington regional district

which covers portions of Prince George and all of Montgomery county.

The ten members of this board are appointed by the respective counties.

Within each county, there is in addition, a S-man planning board which

handles loca1 zoning, and has the final authority on area subdivision

plans and assigns street names and house numbers.

The Planning Commission guides the development of residential

communities, commercial areas, industrial centers, recreational lands,

schools and highways. Extensive park areas and recreational facilities

are under the commission's jurisdiction. This work is financed primarily

by property taxes (Ibid:s3-4). This commission was responsÍb1e for

designating Muirkirk as an industrial area and Vansville and Rossville as

residential areas.
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Lrm1ey's Government

The community has no organized poiitical or law enforcement

organization such as a mayor, a police department, or a fire department.

Police protection is provided by the state and county police while fire

protection and ambulance service is obtained from the neighboring

communities of Beltsville and Laurel. Most calls for assistance are

answered by the Be1tsville squad.

The major organization that acts politically is the citizen's

association which has been previously mentioned. This group has been

quite effective in negotiating with the larger society in matters concerning

the welfare of the community.

Recreation

In 1900, the forms of amusement were confined mainly to the

community area because of transportation problems and because there

were few places that BIacks could go in order to find recreation. Most

places such as beaches, restaurants, and parks were segregated. The

activities then, centered in the various Black communities in the area

as a reaction to segregation.

After working long hours during the week, the community

residents looked forward to at least one night of fun and entertainment.

The Abraham's HaII was the scene of many dances and concerts with

fiddle music provided by two brothers, BilI and "General" Ross. Types

of dances done at these functions were the square dance , two-step, jig

dance and the waltz. Special prestige went to anyone who was a

proficient waltzer.

Other types of functions included house parties and visÍts. For

the adolescents, parties were allowed only in the daytime hours unless a

chaperon could be found. "Pound parties" were held in various homes

whereby everyone donated a pound of some type of food.
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During the summer, the young adult men played frequent games

of baseball in Muirkirk and occasionally sponsored games between

neighboring communities. Today, it is still common to hear about the

baseball skills of some of the old-timers.

A form of recreation was to be associated with the church which

held many varied activities. Many found going to church to be quite an

enjoyabJ.e and stimulating social encounter and they Iooked forward to

these occasions.

But in addition to the other forms of recreation, great value was

placed on "just hanging around" and talking with friends. In 1900,

Muirkirk was the "place " to visit because this was where friends and

relatives were congregated. This was the place to hear news as to what

was going on in the entire community. There was no particular place for
people to congregate--any house could be the scene of activities for both

men and women.

In the 1950's, there were several places to just "hang around".

One of these was a place called "Hankies" which was a small bar where

food and liquor were served. This establishment was located opposite

the Muirkirk neighborhood on the highway. It closed in the early I960's.

Another place to "hang around" was created in the late 1950's

when some men from Muirkirk cleared some underbrush from around four

small trees , brought in some wooden boxes , and thus created the "park ".
In the "park", the older men would congregate, drink liquor, and discuss

any matter which was brought up. Some of the discussions became heated,

but they were all in fun. MaLes of ail ages would sometimes frequent the

park especially in the evening. The park was especially liveIy after a

neighborhood men's baseball game. The usual custom was that the losing

team had to buy the winners a case of beer, although everyone who piayed

in the game drank some. Although few homes remain in Muirkirk today and,
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although the "park" is now gone, the beer drinking custom is stilI observed.

The beer however, is consumed among a random parking arrangement of

automobiles.

After the Conservation camp was demolished after WorId War ïI,B

the community residents used the baseball diamond there as if it were

their owrì. This served as the home of the "Muirkirk Giants", the men's

baseball team that played Sunday afternoon games and occasionally, one

during the week. Any male over lB could play provided that he was

talented enough. It was the dream of every male to wear the "Giant"

uniform and play for the team. Games were played with other community

teams such as Laurel, Be1tsville. and Bowie. At these games, Iarge

crowds composed of men, women, and chÍIdren would attend and much

beer and food were sold. There was always a conflict between the

Sunday afternoon ballgames and the Sunday church service. The older

people condemned the men for playing baII on Sunday because it kept them

from church. It should be remembered that there was a male choir within

the church which suffered when the men had to play ball.

The baseball diamond was closed to the public in 1963 when the

Department of Agriculture, which ov¡ned the property, sold it to the

National Aeronautic and Space Agency (NASA) (Agric. Research Center

Record of Land Transactions:1966: table one). A tracking station was

eracted there and tight security placed around the area. Three years

Iater, the Giants disbanded due to sponsorship problems.

Recreation geared to adolescents and teenagers included the

canteen and lawn parties. The canteen was a place where teenagers

could go on Friday nights in order to dance and socialize with their peers.

It started operations in the late 1950's and rented the Legion Hall. Soft

drinks and other refreshments were sold there.
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Lavm parties were also quite numerous in the 1950's. During

the summer, parties were heLd on the lavms of various homes. Most of

these affairs were sponsored by an organization that was trying to raise

money for some particular purpose. Peop1e never sponsored a lav¡n party

simply for the sake of making money for their personal gain. Usual

refreshments for sale included soft drinks, hot dogs, potato sa1ad, and

cake. If a person wanted to have a lawn party simply to have fun, then

the refreshments were free. Larnm parties decreased in number in the late

1960's mainly because there were more places to go and a wider variety

of things to do. Occasional larnm parties are still held, but they are not

as common as they were ten years ago. Because these functions were

heid at night, it was necessary to string a line of electric lights around

the dance area.

The entire community enjoyed the trips to Carr's Beach which

was a combination beach, amusement park, and picnic facility. Various

organizations attempting to raise money would sponsor bus trips on

Sunday and would charge between $1.50 and $2.00 for each adu1t, while

children were allowed to go for half-price. Each family would take a

large picnic basket filled with food to be consumed at the beach.

Adults usually stayed at the picnic table and ate, drank, and conversed

with friends. Adolescents occasionally got in the water, but not as often

as the younger children.

In 1962, there was a movement started by adolescents and parents

who complained that the beach was unsanitary; the water was dirty, the

beach was littered, and the bath house and shower facilities were filthy.
Debate on the subject was quite heated. Because the Sunday school

sponsored the trip, they felt that another place had to be selected for the

excursion. The counter argument was that there was no other place to

take a family and have as much fun at rates so inexpensive. The argument

was finally settled when the Sunday school broke with tradition and decided
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to go to an amusement park in Hershey Pennsylvania. Although the trip

was more expensive, the advocates of change felt quite pleased that

they had won. Today, the beaches of the Chesapeake Bay are open to

aII people and this has brought a drastic reduction in the number of

Lynleyites who go to the unsanitary beach.

Family reunions have become quite popular in Lynley. This is

an occasion where a couple invites aII the relatives who live in the area

to his home for a large picnic where dishes considered to be "soul food"

are served. At one reunion witnessed during the research period, a

prominent community resident invited his friends and relatives from as

far away as New York and North Carolina to his reunion. Over 200

people were served barbecued pig and chicken, roast beef, baked beans,

potato sa1ad, homemade apple sauce, cole slaw and many other dishes.

At night, the outdoor lights which encircled the house, were turned on

so that the festivities could continue. Most people from out of state

who attended this reunion, drove back home that same night. The

people from Lynley considered the affair to be quite an enjoyable one.

The recreational activities in Lynley have become quite varied

within the last ten years . Because Blacks can go more places due to

civil rights and desegration, Lynleyites have now been exposed to a

larger world of activities. The people can go any place in Washington

that they choose because they have the automobile which has made them

more mobile. This has resulted in a Black population that has varied

interests which range from flying airplanes to sailing boats on the Bay.

SociaI Stratification

The people of Lyn1ey can be roughly divided into the three

social categories of upper, middle, and lower classes. The middle

class is by far the largest category of people with the upper class being

the smallest. The class structure in Lynley is quite flexible. Differential

treatment is not expressed based upon class distinctions.
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The Upper CIass

This class is very small and consists of about l0 families. The

families in this category have been in the community for over 30 years and

represent what can be called "established families " . A quote mentioned

previously in this paper is worth re-examining. Frazier states:

. . . a class structure slowly emerged which was based
upon social distinctions such as education and conventional
behavior, rather than upon occupation and income. At the
top of the sociai pyramid there was a small upper class.
The superior status of this class was due chiefly to its
differentiation from the great mass of the Negro popula-
tion because of a family heritage which resulted partly
from its mjxed ancestry (Frazier 1957b:20) .

Interviews seem to uphoJ.d Frazier's first idea concerning classes evolving

which were based upon social distinctions rather than upon occupation and

income. The families in this group are characterized by parents who have

raised children who have become successful in life. The parents worked

and sacrificed so that their children would benefit from their efforts. Of

the l0 families, only one has a male head which has received a college

education. The rest have a high school education or less. Their high

status is based upon their civic activities, the reputation of the family,

and their participation in the church. A few examples may further

illuminate the subject.

The Whites are an upper class family even though the parents

had very littie education. Mr. and Mrs . White have been quite active

in the church and can boast of having two daughters who teach in the

Sunday school. Mrs. White has served on various committees within the

church and helps wherever she can. Mr. White, who suffered a heart

attack, has since retired and is not as active as he once was in the

various men's organizations of the church. He worked until retirement at

the Agricultural Research Center. The Whites have a son who is a colonel
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in the army and his wife is a school teacher. They also have a son-in-
law who has a high-paying government job and a grand daughter who

graduated from college and is now teaching school. The Whites' other

three daughters all manage successful homes and marriages which are

free of marital strife. The Whites then, have risen to the upper class

primarily because of their social behavior and the achievements of their
children and relatives .

The Warners are another family that has risen to an upper class

level through social distinctions and correct social behavior as

recognized by community residents. Mr. and Mrs. warner both have a

high school education, both work, and they have a comfortable home.

Their son received a master's degree in the early 60's and now has a

wife and child. The senior Warner has long been a Sunday school teacher

and has served on various commissions within the church. His outspoken

participation in the civic association has earned him a reputation as being

a hard working citizen. He has also been the leader of the American

Legion for a number of years.

The Hardings represent a family where all three children have

attended college. Mr. Harding, who also graduated from college, has a
job with the government and is now contemplating retirement. He was

once a county agent whose job it was to assist people with home and farm

management. Mrs. Harding has worked in the government as a receptionist-
typist for over 20 years. Both have been active in civic affairs, the NAACP,

and both are Sunday school teachers. Mrs. Harding has been on various

church commissions and was once a youth adviser in the church. The

eldest son is an accomplished musician, the daughter has received an

M.A. in Spanish while the youngest son is in graduate school. Ail three

children have managed to stay out of trouble and are considered to be well-
behaved children.
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Whereas Frazier's upper class elite was characterized by a

light-skin complexion, this group in Lyniey has a medium broi¡¡n to dark

complexion and takes no pride in their mixed ancestry if they have any.

The upper class which Drake and Cayton (1945:531) portrays is very

similar to that portrayed by Frazier where the members are light-skinned.
No Black person in Lynley is shou¡n differential treatment because of skin

color, whether it be very light or very dark. Any remarks about one's

skin color are only mentioned as a form of teasing and it is understood

as such.

Lower CIass

In the urban setting, it has been this group which has received

the most attention and has been studied the most. This qroup has been

portrayed as having every social iil imagineable (Frazier 1957a,1957b,

Glazer and Moyniham 1963) .

The lower class in Lynley is small and totals about 20 families.
This category is composed exclusively of people employed in semi-skiiled
and skilled professions. These people are not on welfare and about half

of them live in their oum homes. Most drd finish high school, but none

have pursued further education.

Status in Lynley is based mainly upon social distinctions and the

type of lifestyle that a person leads. For example, the Blacks in this

cateqory do not attend church and are not civicly oriented. Those who

have homes, do not always maintain or make many improvements on them.

There is a feeling among this group that they "can never get ahead".

In spite of all their efforts to do so, they are not able to see any progress.

They may work two jobs in order to have some extra money. It seems

however, that money derived from working two jobs is necessary to the

support of the famiiy and is not really "extra money" at ail.
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Most lower class families do have middle class goals and some

attempt to move up the social ladder. The Bowers are an example of this

although their story has an unhappy ending. The Bowers were a middle-

aged couple that lived with relatives in the communÍty for the first few

years of their married life. The first step in his assault on the middle

class occurred when Mr. Bowers became a member of the church and

joined the men's chorus. He later became involved in another organiza-

tion within the church. Because he was a good worker, he was rewarded

for his efforts when he was put in charge of a picnic which was sponsored

by the same organization. He had started to buy a home which was a bit
run-down, but he had hopes of renovating it sometime in the future. The

entire community was quite proud of his efforts which resulted in much

positive discussion about the upcoming picnic. Several days before the

picnic, the community was shocked to learn that he had drowned in a

nearby pond. The entire community was upset because "he had been

doing so well and we all wanted him to do weII".

The Middle CIass

The majority of Lynleyites consider themselves to be just "working

people " or of the middle class. Because so many people relate to middle

class values, it is not surprising to find different categories of people

sharing different qualities within this class. Status and prestige is not

measured by one's occupation or income, although these must be sufficient

to maintain the middle class lifestyle. Education alone does not guarantee

social status or prestige either. Several new families in the community

have education and an occupation that guarantees a good income, but their

prestige is low because they are newcomers and are not fu1ly integrated

into the community.
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There are various categories of middle class people within the

community. For example there are those who do not attend church at aIl

but do participate in civic affairs. On the other hand, the reverse is

true where people attend the church and do litt1e in regard to civic

affairs. A person may have a spacious brick home with two cars in the

driveway and still have low prestige. On the other hand, a person may

live in an old, but well-cared for home, with an old caç and have a very

high social status

Mr. and Mrs. MiLes live in a brick home to which they added

an additional room and a garage. They have no children but live alone.

Recently they purchased a small boat which stands alongside their Buick.

They live a comfortable iife and do not participate in the community affairs.

Residents conclude from the Miles' home that they are "hard working

people", but because the Miles stay to themselves and do not participate

in community affairs, they are accorded a low status .

The Mortens however, are a family on the rise. They now live

in a small home that has been renovated to provide more living space for

their six children. Both parents are employed and they earn about $8,000

between them. The Mortens have seen to it that their children have

received music lessons. Mrs. Morten is active in the church and the

civic association. Her help is sought after by many Black people who

want to get something done because "she is a good worker". Although

this famiiy does not have overwhelming material wealth, the community

has recognized that this family is strivÍng to become established members

of the community.

The Lynley middle class is composed of white and blue collar

workers ; skilled and semi-skilled workers. These groups have enough

in common to consider them as being middle class because it is neither

occupation or income that is the decisive yardstick of measurement.

Cayton and Drake comment when they state:
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. . . the middle class is marked off from the lower class
by a pattern of behavior expressed in stable family and
associational relationships, in great concern with "front"
and respectability", and in a drive for "getting ahead".
Alt this finds an objective measure in standard of living--
the way people spend their money, and in pubiic behavior
(Drake and Cayton 1945:66I-2).

This is also the case in Lynley. Because the people do want to "get

ahead in life " , the family unit must be stable . Both parents must work

together especially if both salaries are needed to maintain a middle-class

Iife styie .

Summary

The major purpose of this chapter was to show that the Black

population of Lynley is characterized by stable social institutions which

have maintained the community as a viable social entity. In spite of the

changing social environment, the community has not only survived, but

has grovrn and has further insured its viability.

AIl institutions within the community assist each other in

socializing the individual to his environment and in maintaining social

stability. The county government provides Lynley with protection from

violence and provides avenues for the redress of grievances. The family

is reinforced by the church which emphasizes the importance of family

participation. The church attempts to integrate aII members of the family

by offering activities in which all may participate. The close partnership

of the church and church-oriented activities gives cohesiveness to an

otherwise sprawling group of people with diverse incomes and occupations.

The present educational system socializes the Black children into the

larger society while providing them with an education that will prepare them

to assume productive roles within this society. The citizen's association

has become the "voice" of the Lynleyites to the larger society in an effort

to provide for the general welfare of the community.
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In reference to social disorganization, the institutions of Lynley

have been effectÌve in preventing a breakdov¡n in the social structure of

the community. A dlmamic equilibrium has been maintained even as the

community was adapting to its changing social environment. Because

Lynley has a long history and is characterized by a highly stable social

organization, it seems that Frazier's concept of social disorganization

in Black communities does not apply here. Family disorganization is

evident in Lynley, but it has not, as Frazier states, "affected every

phase of the community and its adjustment to the larger society".

Several incidents of family disorganization does not mean that the entire

community is becoming disorganized.

The next chapter will examine the life cycle of the Lynley

individual as one journeys through the stages of life.
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FOOTNOTES

I . A tape recorder was used to record several interviews.

2. Taken from a deed registered in Prince George's County,
Maryland. It was written by Justice of the Peace Lester
Moore on March 6, 1868.

3. Information taken from a copy of the deed to the Abraham's
HaIl. It was written by charles H. Stanley and registered
in Maryland.

4. At this time, I had already completed my first grade year
in an aII Black school I miles from home. At the beginning
of the second year, I attended a white school that was less
than 4 miles from home.

5. Taken from the church bulletin dated December 26 , I97L
which was Student Recognition Day.

6. This scholarship was named after a prominent B}ack woman
in the Vansville neighborhood who met a tragic death in
the early 1960's.

7 . State, county, and in some cases, local police are
responsible for most law enforcement in the state. Lynley
has no local police dePartment.

8. The conservation camp entrance was located on OdellRoad
about one quarter mile from the Odeli-Ellington Drive
junction. Another entrance was located on the Baltimore
Pike about one quarter mile south of Muirkirk.
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C}IAPTER F]VE: FROM CRADLE TO GRAVE

The preceding chapters have made an attempt to examine the

institutions and social structure in Lynley. It has been demonstrated

that this is a community that has an ongoing quality because it has

managed to perpetuate itself through time. Although the institutions

have managed to survive, the Black individuals of Lynley, Iike any

living organisms, pass through a definite life cycle. It will be the

purpose of this chapter to trace the iife cycle of the community residents

Birth

After marriage, most parents in Lyntey expect to have some

children in the future. However, they want to wait a while untii they

have enough financial security to support a family. Contraceptives are

utilized so that parenthood is an expected event rather than a surprise.

Traditionally, Iarge families were the rule rather than the exception and

any child born was a "gift from God". Today, parents limit the number

of children to two or three, with the underlying assumption being, that a

parent should be able to adequately provide for the children that they do

bring into the wor1d.

Upon conception, women usually work until 3 or 4 months before

delivery. Maternity outfits are worn for comfort and as a symbol of the

upcoming event. During pregnancy, women are quite mobile because

they can be seen around the community at various activities or at nearby

stores doing some shopping. Traditionally, women would tend to stay

around the home and remain relatively secluded until after delivery.

Women perform only the simple household tasks while the heavier chores

are left to the men.



Like most American babies, those of Lynley are born in hospitals

in the surrounding areas. The favorite one utiiized by Lyn]ey women is

the county hospital which is located several miles outside of Washington.

Traditionally, childbirth occurred in the homes of the expecting parents.

A white physician from Beltsville was usually in attendance. A week or

so after birth, both mother and child are brought back home were the

mother is assisted by a close relative, usually the woman's mother or

her mother-in-Iaw, depending on which one lives the closest. In families

where both are in close proximity, it is not uncommon to hear of both

mothers sharing the time spent assisting the new mother and child. Friends,

relatives, and neighbors visit the mother and child and make frequent

comments on how"cute" and "sweet" the child is. Mothers today utilize

aII modern techniques of child training which includes food formulas, and

regular feeding and sleeping times. Weaning usually occurs between one

and two years. Toilet training is taught by the mother because she has

the most contact with the child. The father takes care of the baby in

order to "give his wife a rest". Illegitimate children are easily accepted

in the family and by the community.

At baptism, children are given Christian names. Many boys

acquire nicknames, which in some instances, remain with the person

throughout tife. Such names include Pogey, Tip-top, Slime, Rippy,

Crooner, and Feet. Girls may receive nicknames also, but they seldom

remain with the person after adolescence.

Childhood

At an early age, it is socially imposed upon children that boys

are different from gir1s. This is done in order to establish early the

proper behavior patterns for boys and girls. Children are taught to be

modest in regard to revealing the body and are punished more severely

as they become older regarding exposure.
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Disciplinary techniques involve whipping, spanking, slapping,

scolding, teasing, shaming, rewards, encouragements, verbal approval

and physical affection. Children especially dread whippíng, which may

be with a belt, or, more traditionally, with a "switch" from a bush or a

tree. Child abuse is rare, although some children are beaten severely.

Both parents take active parts in disciplining the chíId, although the

father represents the ultimate authority in disciplinary actions. It is

not uncommon to observe friends or relatives disciplining another person's

chiid if that person is not around himself . The relatives then make it a

point to tell the parents as soon as possible so that they wiil be beyond

reproach.

Although the early socialization of children begins with the

parents, it soon paSSeS into the hands of others such as the Sunday

school and grammar school teachers. Equatly important are play groups

composed of brothers and sisters, and other children of various ages.

Older children and adutts outside the family aII take part in the socializing

of the child.

From brothers and neighborhood boys, and adult males, boys

begin to learn about things that "all little boys must know before they

become men". PIay groups composed of one's peers remain important

throughout one's childhood and continues through the school years.

Within the boy'S group, boys are taught not to be a "sissy". They also

learn how to "cuss", swear, and fight-

young girls begin to imitate their mothers at an early age. Their

education involves learning skilis and techniques which will someday

prepare them for homes of their own. Little girls in Lyrrley practice the

mother role with do1ls and other Small "household toys", Such as play

irons, ovens, and doll houses.

B3



Whereas traditionally the children had to help with many house-

hold chores, today they perform only the simplist of tasks such as

washing dishes, emptying trash, and cleaning one's room. This is done

by all children regardless of sex. MaIe tasks involve mowing the lavm,

car washing, painting, and repairing simple equipment. Fema1e chores

include sewing, washing, ironing, cooking, and general housekeeping

dutie s .

The grammar school and the Sunday school are the first formal

disciplinary institutions outside the home. Sunday school introduces

the child to the religion into which he was baptized.

The grammar school has added importance in the case of Lynley.

Because now, there are no schools within the community, children are

forced to go to schools where Black children are in a definite minority.

In Lyn1ey, this is the Black child's situation until he completes high

school. This period of time is important and highly influential upon the

Black child because this represents his first formal and prolonged contact

with white children, and in most cases, with a white teacher. It is here

where he forms the idea that he is "different" from the white children.

This idea is conveyed in ways which may be quite subtle or quite overt,

such as name calling or teasing. During this time, the child is exposed

to values which may conflict with those learned in his community such as

Ianguage, various food dishes, and concepts of beauty and grooming.

Children learn early that one way of spoken English must be used in

school, while another must be used in the community.

Between the ages of 10 and 12, most children in Lynley have

undergone some form of sexual experimentation. Some have even gone

through the motions of coitus, although they do not understand all its
implications. They learn from the older children to "do it while you're

young because later it can lead to trouble". In several cases, it has led
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to trouble. There have been instances of girls 15 years old havÍng

children. Most children however, come through this experience without

any social or psychic damage. Early experimentation is usually forgotten

as boys and girls become older.

Adolescence

This time is marked by the oncoming of puberty when children

enter their teens. As Lynleyites reach puberty, boys become increasingly

more interested in girls while girls view boys from a different perspective.

The early teens marks the instances of first love or as informants call it,
"puppy Iove". School, parties, and informal gatherings serve as

opportunities where teenagers can meet with their "puppy love ". Much

teasing accompanys this new experience, especialiy by one's peers.

AII teenage boys become mobile when they are given their first

bicycte. Most boys are at first told to stay in the neighborhood and to

be careful of cars. Mothers are extremely reluctant to let their children

ride their bicycles in the street until they are 14 or 15. Most boys are

allowed to ride to the park during the summer as long as they say where

they are going. Girls are allowed to ride bicycles only in the immediate

vicinity and are never allowed to at night. Gir1s are usually driven to

destinations within the community while boys are allowed to ride their

bicycles in small groups of 3 or 4. It is common to hear them imitate

automobile sounds as they ride along.

All boys in this category anxiously anticipate the time when they

become 16, and thus qualify for a driver's license. Boys usually acquire

their driving license as soon as they turn l$; giris may wait untit l7 or IB.

Some parents object to their children's new mobility, and they may delay

their children's driving activity (especially when it comes to borrowing

the family car) .
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For teenage boys of Lynley, the auto represents the supreme

form of mobility. It means that they now have access to surrounding

areas, including Washington, and more freedom on dates. For parents,

this is a period of increased anxiety, especially for mothers who worry

a great deal when their sons and daughters are out. For parents with a

teenage daughter, problems are more complex because they are weII

aware of some girls in Lyn1ey who have had illegitimate children. Mother

talk to daughters about dating in hopes that they wiII stay out of trouble.

There are no sanctions in Lynley in regard to cross-class dating. No

informants indicated over hearing of clashes between families over choice

of date or marriage partners due to class difference.

Teenagers in Lynley have taken a great interest in high school

activities. The boys have begun to excel in athletics while thegirls have

been slower to participate. Both sexes have joined the Boy and GirI Scouts

in Beltsville. During the summer, boys participate in littie league and

other organized activities in Beltsville. Several girls from the community

have become cheerleaders and pom pom girls at the various high schools

in the area. The academic aspect of school has become more important

which has resulted in an increase in the number of those who go on to

college.

High school graduation is important to Lynleyites and becomes

a community affair. Graduating seniors from the entire community are

honored during a special church service where they are given small gifts

by officials of the church. Other gifts are presented to certain students

by close friends and relatives. Although some students go on to college,

others join the labor force directly after graduatÍon. Those who join the

labor force usually invest in a car. Boys buy a second-hand car and then

"Soup it up" by working on the engine, or raising the back end, or putting

fat tires on the back end. It is quite common to see several parked cars

in a yard and several boys leaning over under an up-raised hood. Racing
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is done on back streets away from traffic with an occasional exchange of

money. Racing is usually done simply to see who has the fastest "ride"

in the area.

Maturitv

All Lynleyites look forward to the age of.2L. This age marks the

time when they are free to do as they please. This also represents the

legal drinking age for both sexes.

This is a time when social relationships within the community

are greatly changing because the peer group is rapidly dissolving. Some

have gone to college while others have gotten married and have moved to

other areas. A few males are drafted into the military service which takes

them away from home.

Maturity marks the time when the majority of Lynleyites have

gotten married. The average age of marriage is 22 for males and 20 for

females. Males seldom malTy women from the community because the

auto has widened one's area of acquaintance. Usually, an engagement

comes as a surprise even to close friends because one rarely tells another

his intentions concerning marriage. Engagements are of a short duration

and usually lasts no more than 3 or 4 months.

The marriage is usually in the home church of the bride. Women

of Lynley favor large church weddings with many guests, friends, and

relatives. The father of the bride finances most of the wedding expenses.

There are no established plans concerning honeymoons. Some couples take

a trip for a week or so while others simply take two or three days for a short

honeymoon.

After marriage, the couple has a number of options regarding where

they will live. Some choose to move inwith either the groom's or the bride's

parents, depending on which has the most space available and the least amount

B7



of family discord. The majority of newlyweds choose to live in an

apartment until they can afford to make a dowt'lpayment on a house. Older

families in the community with available land wiil sometimes sell it to

their son or daughter so that a house can be built within the community.

This has occurred in at least 10 knovrn instances. When a young couple

finally settles into a house, they are considered to be fully established

adults .

Adulthood

After marriage, a young couple is primarily concerned with

becoming "established" members of the community. Idealiy, this involves

buying a home in the community and planning for one's future family (See

Chapter 4: The Family: Establishing a Home) . The people in Lynley

believe that most young married couples are striving toward a home and

children.

The first thing to do toward becoming "established", is to purchase

a house. The majority of Lynleyites choose to buy houses in the expanding

Vansville neighborhood. Here, the price of a house varies between $18,000

and $23,000 depending on its size. AII persons interviewed in Vansville

stated that they made an inítial dornmpayment on the house and agreed to a

Iong term mortgage. Several couples stated that they tried to make a

substantial dor¡¡npayment so that the mortgage would be reduced. The Iargest

dor,rrnpayment by an informant was $5,500 while the smallest was $2,500.

Because, ideally, a substantial dov¡npayment on a house is desired, it is

common for both spouses to be employed in order to raise the money as

soon as possible. In order to save even more money, some couples choose

to live with relatives or parents where housing costs are minimal. After the

purchase of a house, couples make certain to buy some type of homeowners

insurance. This insurance usualty covers such hazards as fire, theft, and

liability. Additional family insurance is purchased when the couple starts

their family.
ooo(J



For a married couple with several school age children, Iife

becomes a daily routine which rarely changes. For the employed husband

and wife , life means commuting daily to and from work five days a week,

Monday through Friday. The daily routine, in the case of most Lynleyites

is not broken until the children have become self-supporting or have

married and have left home. Lynleyites look forward to the weekend when

they can relax and break the weekday routine . During the weekend, the

family members usually do some work around the house such as cleaning

or mowing the lavm. Summer evenings are often spent simply relaxing and

enjoying the company of the immediate family and one's friends and neighbors.

Although not every weekend, a married couple will occasionally go out to a

dance, party, or a club. On Sunday, the children attend Sunday school and

are 1ater taken home afterwards by the parents. As the children become

o1der, they are expected to remain at church and to attend the afternoon

service. Few parents force their children to attend church, although the

children realize that they cannot always be excused from church. Most

parents find time for participation in the various voluntary associations

and church activities within the community.

Depending on the type of job which a Lynleyite has, there are few

vacations which break the monotony of continued employment. If one has a

government job, an annual vacation, Iasting no longer than a week, can be

expected. If the vacation is during the summer, the entire family can take

a short trip out of town, usually to visit relatives. Some families choose

to remain at home and engage in a variety of leisurely activities (See

Chapter 4: Recreation) . If a person does not have a government job, then

vacations are quite rare. In some of the skilled and semi-skilled jobs,

vacations can be taken, but without pay.
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Married Lynleyites with children firmly believe that they are

working so that their children might have a better life. For a growing

number of parents, the key to a better life for their children, involves

being fÍnancially able to send them to college. It is a common practice

for Lynleyites to utilize loans as a means of financing the college

education.

The parents continue to work until they have paid off their house

in addition to its furnishings and any other outstanding loans . After theÍr

children graduate from college or have gotten married and left home, the

parents begin to think seriously about their retirement. Most Lynleyites

try to work until they become 65, which is the accepted age of retirement

in Amerícan society. Sixty-five is the age when a working person can

receive social benefits such as a pension or social security. A person

who has successfully raised a family and has retired from work, is greatly

respected in the eyes of the community residents.

OId Aqe

A sign of old age to a couple is when their own children man y

and have children of their own. As grandparents, the couple no longer

has the responsibility of supporting a family. They do however share a

respected status in the community as a result of their devotion to their

families. Some elderly couples become active in the church or other

associations in order to remain active.

Eiderly couples are still important members in the community and

are shoum proper respect by aII. EIderIy parents are not sent to rest homes

unless they require expert medical attention. Frequent visits are made to

see how they are progressing. Efforts are made to keep such people around

friends and family and familiar sights.
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Lynleyites believe that after raising a family, an elderly couple

should be allowed to spend their remaining years in comfort. When

referring to a family's status, residents consider how well children

provide for their Parents.

Retirement is also a sign of advancing age. Some couples who

have saved for their retirement utilize this time "to do those things that

they never had time or money for while raising a family". This may involve

taking trips , renovating the home, gardening, fishing, visiting, or

spending time in other leisurely activities. Lynleyites look forward to this

time, although some are totally unprepared for old age. Those who become

physicaliy ill may become dependent on their children for support. Upon

the death of one of the spouses, the surviving parent is taken into the

home of one of the children. Many widows or widowers choose to

remain at the homestead.

Death

Upon death, the deceased is taken to a funeral home where the

body is embalmed and put into a coffín. The deceased is buried in either

the Lynley cemetery or in a cemetery in the birthplace of the deceased.

Relatives are notified about the death. They send cards of sympathy and

flowers and make arrangements to attend the funeral.

UsuaIIy the bodies may be viewed at the church for a specified

period of time several hours prior to the day of the funeral. The following

day, the family is driven to the church in limousines. Services are short

at the request of the family. Efforts are made by the family members not

to become hysterical because such behavior upsets those who have

maintained their composure. Funerals where kinsmen become hysterical,

are described as "extremely Sad" or simply, "rough". Tombstones are the

usual markers for gravesites.
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After the funeral, the mourners return home where friends,

relatives, and neighbors attend to them. Meals are prepared and

served by the friends of the family. After the funeral is over, it is not

uncommon to hear laughter and joking. This is not a sign of disrespect,

but is a sign that life in Lynley is returning back to normal.
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CIIAPTER SIX: CONCLUSION: LYNLEY AND THE FUTURE

The purpose of the preceding chapters has been to study a

BIack middle class suburban community. Whereas previous studies

have focused only on certain aspects of the Black community, this

one has attempted to present as complete a picture as possible of

the community and to do so over a period of time. As a Black community,

Lyn1ey has a long history, and has been continuously adapting to a

dominant white society.

Thesis Siqnificance and Contribution

This thesis makes a significant contribution to the literature

concerning community studies, urban anthropology, and the contemporary

Black population. In the area of community studies, the thesis has

demonstrated that Blacks do live in communities other than slums and

ghettos. The community just presented was characterized by a highly

stable social organization which has managed to adapt to its changing

physical and social environment. Because it was shown that Lyn1ey did

have a viable and ongoing social system, it was possible to demonstrate

that Frazier's ideas concerninq Black social disorganization are limited

in their application. As a community study, this thesis considered an

ethnic group which few other anthropologists have chosen to investigate.

As a study in urban anthropology, this thesis considered the

concepts of ethnic identity and the rural-urban dichotomy. Ethnic

identity in Lyn1ey was shown to be maintained by such customs as

language, grooming, standards of beauty, music, and various handshakes.

All of these enable the individual to express to the world that he is Black

and proud of it.



Although a suburban residential community, Lynley was shov¡n

to be greatly influenced by the two major urban centers of Baltimore and

Washington, D. C. Because Llmley lies between the two, the effects

of urbanization has affected the community in the areas of communication

(radio, television, newspapers), recreation and relaxation, public

utilities, job location, language, dress, and grooming habits. In
addition, many Lynley residents were once outmigrants from Washington.

Washington especially, is seen by Lynleyites as being the "core areart

of the metropolitan Black culture. This study is useful because it
attempts to show just how a major city does affect its suburban areas.

This study investigates a native-born Black population. This

study was necessary because there already exist a large number of

studies on white populations. This thesis increases the amount of

knowledge about Afro-Americans. It attempted to show how a small

population of Blacks interact among themselves and the larger society .

Efforts were made to demonstrate that Biacks have been living in viable

communities for many years.

Ba sic Colqcepts Re -considered

In chapter one, certain concepts were outlined which were

essential to the study. These terms will be reviewed here now that the

community has been examined.

Black

Llmley is a Black community that maintains its identity in a

number of ways. These are best articulated by Barth (1969:I0-1i).

Barth defines an ethnic group as a population that:

I . is largely a biologically self-perpetuating

2 . shares fundamental cultural values, realized
in overt unity in cultural forms

3. makes up a field of communication and interaction

4. has a membership which identifies itself , and is
identified by others, as constituting a category
distinguishable from other categories of the same
order 
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The Lynley population adheres to all four of these criteria and aII have

been demonstrated within the study. This is a population of Black people

who marry other Black people which results in Black offspring. The same

basic cultural values are shared such as middle class values, language,

food, groominq, and standards of beauty. The people interact as a

community especially in the church, family, and in associational

relationships. The church brings together a large category of people

with differing interests. The similarities however, overshadow the

differences. This population is identífied by the larger society as

constituting an ethnic group. It has been the larger society which has

attempted to segregate this population through discrimination which has

been institutionalized .

MiddIe-c1ass

This term was expanded so that it would include a larger number

of people in the case of Lyn1ey. In Lynley, the people believe that social

distinctions are the major factors in determíning one's class. It is not

enough simply to have a high income or prestigeous occupation; one's

behavior is considered. Because behavior is important, it is possible

to have a low-paying job while still being of the middle c1ass.

The middle class which Frazier discusses is different from the

one described in this study. Whereas Frazier discusses "a light-skinned

elite with a white ancestry", this study focused on a community of a

dark-skin people who do not take pride in white ancestry. Lynleyites

have not indiscriminately assimilated white morals, but have reassessed

the values that they once had and have now articulated some of their own.

This has resulted in a new Black pride where Black conceptions of beauty

have been reasserted and are accepted as beautiful; hence the bush

hairstyle and pride in their dialect.
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Frazier's bourgeoisie is in the process of becoming "NOBODY"

while the middle class in Lynley is making attempts to become

SOMEBODY. The education of the young, especially the increased

number of college students with middle class values, indicates a

population in the process of assuming a greater role in the larg'er society.

Suburban

Because of the problems involved in establishing a precise

definition of a suburb, an emic one was utilized in the case of Lynley.

In this thesis, the term expresses a relationship whereby a residential

district has a combination of rural and urban features and lies on the

periphery of a city. It was not the intent of this thesis to arrive at a

universal definition of a suburb. The purpose here was to state that

Lynley represents a type of suburban area that has received little

documentation.

Lynley was presented as a community that depends on its

neighboring communities for public facilities, police and fire protection'

and shopping areas. Lyn]ey is not unique in this respect because there

are many residential communities in the same situation of dependency.

Lynley has been shown to be a community of homeovrners who take pride

in their homes and the location in which they live. The city, to the

people in Lyniey, is a place to work, visit, and have fun, but not a

place to live and raise a family. This community is attractive to

outmigrants from the city because it is a suburban area with the promise

of a future.

Communitv

This study demonstrates that Lyn1ey is more than just a land-use

pattern or a settlement pattern. This study demonstrates that Lynley is a

highly viable community which "iS an enduring temporal pattern of co-

existencies and an ordered time-progress of individuals from their births
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to their deaths". Because the community has an ongoing quality, Frazier's

idea concerning the social disorganization of the Black community has

little basis in reference to Lynley.

The Future of Lvnlev

Several trends have been observed in Lynley which in all
likelihood wiil continue.

The first trend is that the Muirkirk neighborhood will become

more industralized and will cease to exist as a part of the Lynley

community territory. Because the homes are owned by senior citizens,
in all probability, this property will be sold to companies that are in

search of land on which to expand their operations in what has already

been designated an industrial area.

Second, there will be more residential expansion of the

remaining two neighborhoods especially in the Vansville area where

land is available. This will result in a reduction of open fields and

woodlands which separate the neighborhoods.

Third, the civic association will become stronger as residents

come to realize the effectiveness of the association in representing the

community interests in dealing with the larger society. The association

has already been utilized as a means of securing increased police

protection, public utilities, street lights, and recreational facilities.

Fourth, community solidarity wiII increase as the Black popula-

tion realizes the potential that they possess. As younger households

become established in the community, they will take an increasing

interest in developing and maintaining the area which they call "home " .
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APPENDIX ONE: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The research for this study was conducted at two different

time periods. The initial research was conducted in the summer of 1971

beginning in June and ending in late August. The second research effort

was conducted during the last week of December I97l and the first week

of.1972. The summer research was hampered due to the fact that the

author had to work during the three months at a summer job in order to

secure financial support. Because the author had to work an B-hour day,

the research conducted had to begin after 6 PM except on weekends.

Despite this handicap, it is felt that enough information was collected

to achieve the major aim of this study which is to describe a Black

middle class suburban communitY.

The research for this particular study was conducted ín the

hometovrm of the author who has been a resident of the community for

most of his 24 years. Two basic reasons conditioned the selection of

Llmley as a research site. First, the author wanted to know more about

his community and the Black people as they functioned within it. This

interest has grown particularly in regard to the Black Movement of the

1960's. Out of this social struggle has come the idea among B}ack

people that each person should do their part as a member of the Black

community and the larger society. The second reason was basically

because of the strict budget which the author had to operate within '

Because the research was conducted in the hometov¡n of the

author, it can be said that he functioned as a native ethnographer.

Functioning as a natíve ethnographer had particular significance in this

study because it allowed much valuable time to be saved. The native

ethnographer is able to conserve time because (1) he does not have a



language and communication barrier, (2) he is already aware of the

customs of the people, (3) he is in a position to obtain data that the

non-ethnographer might not be able to get, and (a) he can better interpret

the data in terms of the people that it represents. All four of the above

were aids in the studY.

The major drawback with native ethnography is that the

researcher may loose his objectivity by being too close to his work to

observe general trends. This is like "not being able to see the forest

for the treeS". Loss of objectivity however, occurs often enough among

other researchers as weII and is not characteristic of the native

ethnographer alone.

Research Technigues

As stated earlier, this research was conducted by being a native

ethnographer. This technique allowed the author to obtain the maximum

amount of data in the minimum amount of time. Because I was already

an accepted member of the community, it was unnecessary to expend a

great deal of time in becoming oriented to the community in reference to

its language and customs.

The main research technique was the interview, which was used

extensively. When the research started, the first idea was to concentrate

on the oldest neighborhood in Lynley because it was then believed that

this was the origin of the community or the initial stage in its development.

The next procedure was to trace this particular neighborhood's earliest

development from pre- 1900 up to the present duy.1

Because I needed the earliest information about the area, I

first interviewed the senior citizens of the community. Two criteria were

used to select these informants: (1) they had to be at least 60 years old,

(2) they had to be indigenous to the community or at least have spent most

of their years in Lynley. Other informants of various ages under 60 were
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also interviewed although they still had to be natives of the community.

These informants under 60 provided information about the later developments

in the area.

A total of l3 interviews were conducted involving senior citizens

who provided much of the history between 1900 and 1915. 16 interviews

were conducted with people under 60 who provided the bulk of information

between 1930 and the present. Information in regard to BIack attitudes

was obtained from a wide range of Lynleyites which included college

students , factory workers, civic and non-civic minded people, church

and non-church oriented people, and high school students. About 22

formal interviews of varying lengths were conducted, in addition to a

number that were quite informal. Informal discussions occurred almost

anyplace, from a softball game to informal gatherings after church

service. The tape recorder was used in 6 of these interviews . A total

of 51 formal interviews were conducted.

While conducting interviews, I paid particular interest to what

was actually happening between myself and the informant, in addition

to taking copious notes. After several interviews, I found that I had

developed my owrt "style" or way of conducting an interview.

When starting an interview, I would always ask very easy,

general, and unabrasive questions. When interviewing senior citizens,

I found it quite useful to inquire about what they did as children. To

stimulate them, I would always ask about how much work they did as

children. It seems as though older people enjoy telling how much work

they had to do in comparison to the "easy life of kids today". Sometimes

I would a1low myself to be overwhelmed and amazed at what they would

say, especially when they thought they had made a good point. This

proved to be very encouraging to them and also made them feel that they

had something unique and important to offer.
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As the interviews continued, my questions would become deeper

and more probing. When interviews bogged dovm, I felt as though it was

my fault-- after aII, I was the one who wanted the information! When a

IuIl did occur, I sometimes deliberately let it continue hoping that the

informant would feel the "pressure of the silence " and then continue.

This was successful many times, but this was also a signal that the

subject was getting tired. At this point, I would then start backtracking

to previous points which gave me an opportunity to check points made

earlier. The subjects had an opportunity to expound on something of

interest. It was quite useful to start with the opening points made by

the informant because in the early part of the session, the subjects do

not know exactly what the interviewer wanted.

Interviews usually lasted about 1| hours, although some were

much longer and others much shorter. Longer conversations were monitored

very closely because I wanted to get all the information possible, but at

the same time, I wanted to be invited back. I had no trouble securing

return visits.

Because the interview was used so extensively, it was necessary

to cross-check information obtained from the informants in order to

substantiate the data. This was accomplished in a number of ways. When

interviewing, I made sure to ask the same questions in order to see if
similar responses were given. In cases of discrepancy on a date, I

utilized the one most often given.

Another means of checking for validity of information secured from

interviews, was to consult various documents and other sources. This Ied

to close examination of the church deed, the Abraham's HalI deed and the

record of land transaction from the Agricultural Research Center. This was

valuable in obtaining a more accurate history. The Park and Planning

Commission was consulted concerning regional planning and zoning.

Several of the factories that had been in the area were consulted. Ourners
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of commercial property in Muirkirk were phoned in order to see who oi¡med

different properties. The States Roads Commission was consulted in order

to obtain the history of the highways and points of interest. The county

Iibrary was utilized in order to check on data regarding the county

organization. A survey of the cemetery was made in order to check on the

names of kinsmen and to establish a time relationship"

Record of Events

For my first day in the field, I set as my goal to survey and outline

the church cemetery which was located about half a mile east of Muirkirk.

Because I also had to work an B-hour day at a summer job, I could not

start my work before 6 PM in the afternoon. When I got to the cemetery,

I was surprised to find about eight community people cleaning up the

graveyard, which was overgrown with tatl trees, shrubs, and much

underbrush. Many gravesiteS were merely unmarked mounds, which I

thought was disastrous. With clipboard in hand, I went up to one lady

whom I knew and told her as best I could why I was there. I did feel out

of place, although now, I wonder whether it was because I was the

youngest one there, or simply because I was in a graveyard. To my

surprise, she showed me where her deceased relatives were buried and

she cleaned up their graves as she went along. Her father, an BB year

old man, was there also and he preceeded to point out the gravesites of

his parents.

The first day of research impressed me greatly because (l) I learned

that Blacks had been in the area much earlier and longer than I had

anticipated, (2) I got the idea that the infant mortality rate was rather

high around I900,2 (3) and finally I felt that my project would be

acceptable to the community. This was what I needed at this point.

While bending over Some gravesites, I could hear some people who I

vaguely knew inquire aS to who I was. One person would Say Something
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like, "What is he doing or who is he?" The usual answer was, "He's a

student" or "He's working on some type of degree". I was glad to hear

this because this let me know that I was an accepted member of the

community and that my presence there did not upset the usual activities

of the group. In other words, I did not have to prove myself or explain

to any great extent what I was doing.

I never realized that the cemetery was so large and in such bad

condition until I had to go over every inch of it. I could not finish in

one day, so I was forced to come back the next day to complete the survey.

This survey was of great use because I could use this as a means of getting

into some homes for interviews by offering to show them the chart. Many

unmarked graves were identified in this manner. A few citizens were so

impressed that they persuaded me to hang the chart up on the bulletin

board in the church so that aII could see it.3 This was done after my

work had been completed and I was ready to leave in the early fall. I

Iater found out that there has never been a chart of the graveyard. This

was strange at first because I wondered how anyone could be buried

without knowing where other sites were.

On one occasion, I went to a house in Muirkirk where I came upon

two men who were in the front yard. I drove up, got out of the car, and

approached. The younger of the two recognized me and came to shake

hands while the other watched. The younger man explained to the older

who I was and who my folks were. I explained my purpose for coming and

both men talked, although I was interested more in what the older of the

two had to say. The younger man wanted to he1p, but the older man would

always interrupt with what seemed like more accurate information. After

being wrong so often, the younger man finally left the two of us alone,

which I appreciated. The younger man spoke from heresay while the older

spoke from his experience within the area.
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After a few general questions, I had not gotten much of a response,

but as soon as I asked him about the iron foundry, he opened up and

imparted much valuable information. He told me that he had worked there.

The interview itself went very smoothly and I found myself just listening

when I should have been writing. He even drew a diagram of the foundry

which surprised me. We sat on into the night and then, someone from

inside the house turned on the front porch light so that we could continue.

It was then that I realized how long I had been there not to mention the

thunderstorm that was brewing. We talked on until it started to rain and

he invited me to return whenever I wanted. I returned several times.

The next time I did return, he gave me the name and address of the

foreman who worked at the iron foundry. This man was 96 years old and

it was from him that I obtained my most factual information about the iron

foundry process. His mind was quite sharp, although I did have to speak

loudly. From this man, I constructed a map of Muirkirk as it was in 1900

(See Fig. 4) . After taiking with him, I would go home and revise the map

and then bring it back the next day. Four visits were made before the map

was complete. This map was later used in subsequent interviews with

others who agreed to its accuracy.

FOOTNOTES

After re-examining the data and discussion with others, the decision
was made to concentrate on the community as a whole rather than
trace the development of only Muirkirk.
Many gravesites were of infants that died within the same year of
birth. Some lived only a few days while others lived only a few
months. This led me to believe that infant mortality was high in 1900.

The last Sunday before I left to return to school, I exhibited a few
things of interest that I had come across while doing research.

1.

2.

3.
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2. a gig

3. a ride

4. a taste

5. bama

6. boo-coo

7. brother

APPENDIX TWO:

TERMS AND PHRÄ,SES IN LYNLEY

Terms and phrases Definition and example

1. a fro, bush a Black hairstyle, His needs to be combed.

a job, He got a government yesterday.

a car, Champ's girlfriend bought a bad-.
an alcoholic drink, Let's go get a at the bar.

short for Alabama, a backward Black person
from the country, He looks like a with that
yellow hat on.

a large amount of something, She has coins
in the bank.

any Black man, I think they have a on their
team.

I 6. dude

8. busting slob heavy petting, You should have seen them on

I . chirp

the dance floor_.
to sing beautifully, Aretha Franklin can really

when she performs at concerts.

10. choked up to wear a necktie, Why did Roy come to class

11. cop

aII_?
to obtain, procure, Let's go a six pack of
beer !

L2 . cop a plea begging, She was trying to-after the officer
caught her for speeding.

13. cop a squat to have a seat, Come on in and-!
I4. crib a place of residence, home, I think I'II go to

the and get some sleep.

15. doing his do doing something exceptionaily well, He was
on the dance floor_.
a causal way of addressing a male, That
has a beautiful left hook.

17 . ears in the wind running as fast as possible, He ran down the
street with his
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I B . fox a provocative woman, She is a wearing that
see-through blouse.

i9. got my nose open a desire to have sex, If I don'l-, I'11 be in
a bad way.

20. gospel bird fried chicken, \Me're gonna have and potato
salad for dinner.

2L . grapes, swinging wine, having a tendency to drink wine, Eddie
from the grapevine loves his_. He's always swinging from the

grapevine.

22. grit food, Let's go to the store and cop some-.
23. haif-stepping and going about things half-heartedly, Bob is

Iimp-legging always on the job.

24. head busted to have one's hair cut, I'm going to the
barbershop--got to get mY-.

25. herbs, mary jane marijuana , I blew some beautiful last night.

26. hog a Cadillac car, She bought a brand new-and
then wrecked it.

27. jump clean to take a bath and to get smartly dressed.
After work, I gotta go home and for my date
tonight.

28. kicks shoes, Rickey bought a pair of alligator-
while he was in New York.

29. lame not aware of the latest social affairs and social
news, He is really, reaIIY-.

30. lay dead to stay at home and not do anything, They plan
to tonight because they went out last night.

31 . layed me out to take good care of Someone, When we went
to Detroit, mY friends reaIIY-.

92. Ieaning the practice of driving a flashy car and leaning
one ' s body toward the center of the car on the
armrest, He was really-as he drove by in his
Linco1n.

33. lid, brim a hat, Her-covered her right eye.

34. Northeast, Southeast Refers to parts of Washington, D.C., Did he

Northwest,Southwest say the party tonight was in or-?
35. oofus doofus a simpleton, He is a real dude.
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36. pimping a way of walking dovm the street, He was
as he came into the room.

37 . rags clothes, For on old man, he wears some
bad-.

38. has his (her) to take loving care of someone, Tammy
nose open

39. shucking and fooling around, You're always at the wrong
jiving time.

40. styling, to style to fully exploit a situation which is going in
one's favor, After Cassius CIay won the fíght,
he began_in front of the television camera.

4I . sucking hip, to to submit to another's will, acting as someone's
suck hip lackey, Just because you work for the man does

not mean that you have to to keep your job.

42 . sister any Black woman, There is a in that all-white
chorus line.

43. the hawk a fierce cold wind, The was really bad this
morninq.

44. to peep, peeping to watch closely with one eye as birds do, He
was_the sister as she sat at the bar.

45. unass to give something back, relenquish, You had
better_my money before you leave !
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