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"] always maintain thcre is nobody in the world
to match the British spinster who is not as
young as she was. Such a woman has something

unique to give, and when she takes on a job,

like the bulldog she ncver lets go."

Princess Alice of Athlone
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INTRODUCTION

The Canadian West, f;om Manitoba to British Columbia, was a rough
and raucous place at the dawn of the twentieth century. Settlers were
pouring in to claim the land in unprecedented numbers.1 Their needs were
immediate and urgent; they must build shelters for themselves and their
livestock; clear and cultivate land for crops and gardens, somehow provide
clothing and other necessities of life for thelr families; dig wells, cut
trails and build fences. Drought, torrential rains, hail or prairie fires
could obliterate overnight what had taken months to grow Or build.

Yot the Church dared remind them that ”Man-cannot live by bread
alone," even when the strain to provide the "pread alone' took every her-
culean effort of virtually every waking minute. And in their quiet
moments the work-numbed settlers, at least a goodly number of them, also
recognized their nced and longed for the comforts of their Church, which-
ever one it might be.

Into this vista of loneliness, inadequate spiritual sustenance and
material destitution later accompanied by drought, depression and war,
strode the resolute, indomitable, thoroughly British and Anglican person

of Eva lasell. She shared with enthusiasm the conviction which the Church

1For cxample, in 1901 there were 49,149 immigrants, 11,810 of them
from the United Kingdoem (U.K.); in 1908, 262,469 with 120,182 from the
U.K.; in 1913, 402,432 with 150,542 from the U.K. See Appendix 1 (A) and
1 (B) for complete tables and 1 (C) for a summary of reasons for the
increase in British immigration. The settlers, of course, included vast
numbers of non-Britishers, as Appendix I (A) shows, but for the purposes
of this paper the British immigrants arc most relevant.
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of England in Canada saw as its mandate: "Keep Canada British! Make
Canada Christizm!"1 But she also yearncd to alleviate the sorry plight
of the many "forcigners," especially women and children, whom she encoun-
tered.

This thesis will attempt a biographical study of this remarkable,
strong-willed woman and her work, the Sunday School Caravan Mission. The
story is told with little reference to the wider condition and work of
the Anglican Church, to say nothing of other Churches or political and
cultural developments. But that is how she lived her life. She seldom,
if ever, read a newspaper or listened to the radio; television touched
her life on only one known occasion. She worked in the wmost isolated
regions of the Canadian West and she worked extremely long and rigorous
hours. Her work was her world and that world is Qhat this thesis will

seek to describe and understand.

) C e . . . .
Bishop L. R. Sherman, quoted in Thine is the Glory (Toronte: The

Missionary Society of the Church of England in Canada, 1952), p. 78.




CHAPTER 1

THE ANGLICAN CHURCH IN WESTERN CANADA 1900-1920

Representatives from the diocescs of the Church of England in Canada
assembled to constitute the first Genceral Synod on September 13, 1893,
but it was not until 1902 that the Missionary Society of the Church of
England in Canada (M.S.C.C.) was formed. This agency was to ''supersede,
incorporate, or co-operate with' all existing missionary societies and
agencies within the Anglican Church in Canada, but it was soon apparent
that the Society would be unable to meet the appalling and urgent needs
of the Church in the Canadian West. Bishop Jervois A. Newnham summarized
the problems when he addressed the Synod of the Diocese of Saskatchewan
in 1905: "“Churches closed, missions vacant, the support of your clergy
promised by the people, yet withheld; congregations far smaller than they

»should be,...no wonder if the Church has gone backwards instead of for-
wards.“1 It appeared a dismal picture.

Although finances were a factor, the problem was primarily one of
lack of workers, and certainly the lot of the clergy in the frontier
dioceses, especially in the rural afeas, would cause a strong man to weep
and the dedicated saint to falter. Priests were given impossible assign-
ments, and as late as the early nineteen twenties there are instances of

districts of 4,000 square miles assigned to a single clergyman to travel

lT. C. B. Boon, The Anglican Church From the Bay to the Rockies

(Toronto: The Ryerson Press, 1902), p. 290.
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on horseback.1 Even in 1946 the rural deanery of Tiger Hills, Brandon
Diocese, comprised of 1,600 square miles with nineteen towns and five
missions to be served, had only four ordained clergymen to do the work.
Small wonder that in 1949 Bishop Walter F. Barfoot of Edmonton lamented,
"The clergy who are on the field tend to be overwhelmed by the size of
the Parishes committed to their charge.”2

That even the rector of an established town parish, however, could
not rest at ease in this western Canaan is trenchantly recorded by an
Anglican priest, Rev. William Newton, near the turn of the century:

The Church work of the small towns is...a difficult matter,
whether the clergyman be...high, or low, or broad Church, or
whether he is no Churchman at all. He may be ever so sincere
and prudent, and yet he may give offence if he turn to the

east in the Creed, or if he does not turn; if the altar have

a cross, or if a cross is absent; if he wear coloured stoles

or only a black one. He will be too poetical in his preaching
for one person, and too dry for another.... The younger he is,
the better for him; the more handsome he is, the more charming,
especially as a large portion of his stipend is usually raised
by 'The Ladies Aid Society.' It is always best to keep popular
with them, as otherwisc the necessary amount may not be forth-

coming. This 'Ladies' Aid Society' can often 'wag the dog,'
priest, bishop, and all.... Assistance is difficult to get in
carrying on the Sunday Schools and other enterprises.... There

is neced of patient sowing and planting, but such quiet forms

of work are at a discount. No one in these places is likely to
believe in any work which does not advertise itscl{ by noise
and blare of trumpets....3

lDavid J. Carter, Where the Wind Blows (Calgary, 1968), p. 38, notes
specifically the case of Rev. R. W. W, Alexander, of the Diocese of
Calgary, c. 1922. -

Boon, op. cit., p. 377.

3William Newton, Twenty Years on the Saskatchewan (London: Elliot
Stock, 1897), pp. 132-134. Although it might secem that Mr. Newton is too
critical of the '"Ladies' Aid Society'" known later as the Woman's Auxiliary
(W.A.) Bishop Philip Carrington, The Anglican Church in Canada (Toronto:

Collins, 1963), p. 209, remarks that by 1895 the W.A. was already the
strongest organization in the Canadian Church: ''It could speak of 465
branches with 11,168 members. These local branches, and the Diocesan
Boards under which they were organized, had a pretty frec hand in allotting
the funds which they raisecd."
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It is small wonder that the ministry held little appeal for the
young men of Western Canada. Bishop lenry Allen Gray chided his flock:
", ..there is a grave nced for a change in the attitude of the laity towards
the Ministry as a vocation for their sons. Our people have not been sel-

fish or backward in giving their sons to the service of their country,....

. - . 1
Is the service of God of lesser attraction?"

—
ot
vi

cems that the priesthood was, indeed, of least attracticn, and,
inundated by an ever increasing torrent of immigrants, the Anglican Church
in Western Canada faced a potentially tragic situation.

Cognizant of this dilemma, in 1909 William Cyprian Pinkham, Bishop
of Calgary, appcaled in desperation to the Archbishops of Canterbury and
York, Randall Davidson and Cosmo Gordon Lang, for assistance.z fter
investigating the situation, the Archbishops respénded by launching the
Archbishops' Western Canada Fund (A.W.C.F.) in 1910, as an attempt to
alleviate the critical shortage of both men and money. The plan was to
attend to the neceds of the numerous British settlers by supplying fifty
British clergymen every year for the next ten years to the Church in
Western Canada. The men, including some licenced laymen, were to receive

only their passage, their keep und basic outfitting, plus £ 2 per month for

1Quotcd in Boon, op. cit., p. 305. Although Bishop Gray poscd this
question-in 1916, the situation rcmained virtually unchanged from 1900
until the 1950's. Lven in 1961, Eva lHascll wrote: "There should be much
more teaching at confirmation about scrvice, less worship of 'the almighty
dollar,' and parents preventing their sons and daughters serving in the
Church' (Report, 18061), p. 7.

2Eva Hasell, Across the Prairie in a Motor Caravan (London, S.P.C.K.,
1622), p. 3, states incorrectly that the Archbishop of Rupert's Land made
this appeal in 1910. For an excellent account of the A.W.C.F. see David
John Carter, '"The Archbishops' Western Canada Fund and the Railway Mission,"
Saskatchewan ilistory, Vol. XXII (Winter 1969):13-2
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personal expenses, and in return, "The ministrations of their Church were
freely offered during a period of twelve months or even longer, while the
congregations should be getting on their feet and ascquiring a Church 'plent,'
in the shape of a site and building. [The] object was to take a first step
towards the permanent establishment of the Church in their midst on a self-
supporting basis.”l

in England, Eva Hasell wrote: 'The cause [of the A.W.C.F.} inter-
ested me extremely and 1 became one of the collectors for the diocese of
Carlisle." Later, having met somé of these volunteer priests on the
prairic, she comments that they were '"for the most part...the pick of the
junior clergy from Oxford and Cambridge, men who have sacrificed much in
leaving England.”2

Mission centres for the A.W.C.T. were established at Edmonton under
Rev. W. G. Boyd, at Cardston, Alberta, under Rev. W. l. Mowatt, and at
Regina, Saskatchewan, under Rev. Douglas Lllison.

The centre in Regina, which is the mission most pertinent to the
subject at hand, focused its attention on immigrants settled along the
railway and on isolated farms further into the interior. When Rev. Ellison
began his ministry to these people, he used the methods of the Railway
Mission with which he had long cxperience in South Africa; that is, he

preached to the railway workers, visited the settlers and ministered to

10ccasionul Paper, Diocese of Qu'Appelle, No. 99 (Summer 1910):24.
(Hereafter reforred to as Occasional Paper.) Also quoted in Carter,

op. cit., p. 15,

ZHasell, op. cit., p. 3 and p. 63. The Diocese of Carlisle contri-
buted generously to the A.W.C.F. According to Hasell they raised 53,000
initially and "later raiscd another 1,000 towards the £5,000 needed for
the endowment of the Western Canada missions.”
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immigrants on trains. Both the Roman Catholic and Anglican communions
had alrcady usced railway missions in British Columbia in the 1880's and
1890's, but it was a new work on the prairies.

In June, 1912, Miss Pownall Wright and Miss Mudge, well-known British
educationalists, joined the Missicn in the interests of founding a hostel
for young women teachers. And at St. Christopher's College, Blackheath,

. 2 . . .
England,” where Eva Hasell was in attendance, Aylmer Bosanquet and Nona
Clarke applied for Sunday School work with the Railway Mission. They pro-
posed to live on the prairie, funding their own work. Although the

J N 3 3 1" A}
A.W.C.F. Secretary, Canon Beal,” was dubious about two "gently nurtured
young women facing the hardships of pioncer life, their persistence over-
whelmed him and in 1915, Bosanquet and Clarke began their missionary
endeavours at Kenaston, Saskatchewan. It was Aylmer Bosanquet who awakened
in Eva Masell an awarcness of the exigency existing for the Church in
remote, rural areas of the Canadian West.

While the AW,C.F. formed an active core of workers in Western
Canada, they were by no means the only Anglican missionuries. The M.S.C.C.
has already been mentioned, while the W.A., as of 1911, was pledged to

underwrite the work among women and children as well as to support all the

1The Railway Mission was alrcady long established in India and South
Africa. Boyd at Edmonton and Mowatt .at Cardston followed the methods of
the Australian Bush Brotherhoods. See l. P. Thompson, Into All Lands
{London: S.P.C.K., 1951), pp. 505-506. For more information on the
A.W.C.F. and the Railway Mission, scc Appendix II.

2
See Appendix I11 for further information on St. Christopher's
College.

3szon . Wallis R. Beal of Calgary was licenced as a lay reader
under Rev. A. W. F. Cooper, then after his ordination became priest-in-
charge of St. Aupustine Church, Lethbridge in 1899. He was asked to be
AW.C.F. Sccretary in Britain for the duration of the Appeal. (Informa-
tion supplied by DPean David J. Carter, Calgary).
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women workers on the Canadian mission fields. In addition, Miss llasell
was able to list the following societies as contributing to the early work
of the Anglican Church in Western Canada: the Socicty for the Propogation
of the Gospel (S.P.G.); the Church Missionary Socicty, which was the oldest
and most prominent in numbers; the Colonial and Continental Church
Society;1 The British Columbia and Yukon Church Aid Society; the New
Westminster and Kootenay Association; the Qu'Appelle Association; the
2
Fellowship of the Maple Leaf.” Whilc much could be written about this
wider sphere of the work of the Anglican Church, it is necessary here to
sharply limit the scope to those missions and geographical areas which
relate directly to Eva Hasell's work.
In spitc of the many missions, however, the position of the Anglican

Church in rural Western Canada at the time of Miss Hasell's first visit
in 1920, was critical. The war had decimated the ranks of its clergy,
but even more seriously, there were intrinsic problems which were frankly
recognized by Rev. F. R. Hillary:

The Anglican Church could and should be dominant, but she is weak

in several ways. In the first place, she is exotic and hide-bound

and too slow to grasp opportunities. Her organization is anti-

quated and decentralized, and not suited for the modern develop-
ments of a country like this. She lacks, too, a native ministry

Lo s . . . .
This society has since changed its name to 'Commonwealth and
Continental Church Society." See J. W. C. Wand, Anglicanism in llistory

\

and Today (London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1961), p. 170.

. 1. L. lasell, Through Western Canada in a Caravan (London:
S.P.G. 1927), p. 251. Scc Wand, op. cit., pp. 166-171 for a description
of the origins of Anglican "Institutions and Societies' which includes
the above named groups. Mrs. G. A. Kuhring (ed.), The Church and the
Newcomer (Toronto: The Church Housc, [1924]), pp. 152-187 also has
extensive descriptions of work done by the various societies, especially
among immigrants, Jean Embury (ed.), llistory of the Diocese of

Qu'Appelle (n.p., 1953), lists smaller and less well-known missions
working in that diocese, such as the Railway Mission, the Caron and
Herbert Mission, and the Prairie Brotherhood.
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in the West, for the majority of her clergymen are English, many
of whom are constantly coming and going, thus hindering the con-
tinuity of the work.!

Whether or not his appraisal was accurate, it nevertheless reflected
the honest opinion of a sincere Churchman. Yet, paradoxically, in view of
Hillary's less than lavish enthusiasm for English clergymen who were ''con-
stantly coming and going," it was another English worker, Eva Hasell, also
in her own way continually wandering hither and yon, who gave fifey-two
years of her life to spread the good news of the Gospel as taught by the
"antiquated and hide-bound" Anglican Church to the most hidden and

unlikely corners of the Canadian West.

4

Occasional Paper, A.W.C.T., No. 26 {(August 1917), p. 10. Quoted
also in Carter, op. cit., p. 26. Rev. llillary, llead of the Railway Mission
in 1920 and himself an Lnglishman, decided to stay in Canada after the
A.W.C.F. closed. In regards to English clergy, his was not an isolated
view. As ecarly as 1908 Bishop Pinkham of Calgary said, ".. .in my judgment,
the day has lonﬂ gone by for bringing Bishops from England for Canadian
Sees, and in this way appointing leaders who have everything to le urn 1n
regard to local conditions, as to the country, its pcople, and so on.
Quoted in Carter, op. cit., p. 23, who then continues, 'He was calling for
an indigenous CplS&OUaLV to better deal with the Canadian S]tUdtLOn. it
is unfortunate that he was not heard beyond his own Synod.'




CUAPTER 11

THE EARLY YEARS

A Biographical Sketch

Frances Hatton Eva Hasell was born on December 13, 1886, at Dalemain,
Penrith, Cumberland.

Dalemain, the name derived from the Mani's valley, has supported a
settlement since Saxon times.l The manor house on the estate is a beauti-
ful and gracious country mansion. The oldest part is the Norman pele-
tower, while the newest is the front of the house, finished in pink sand-
stone completed ca. 1750. The wallpaper in one of the drawing rooms was
handpainted in China and bought in London about 1750, while the house is
rich with portraits by Van Dyck and Carrick, Chippindale furniture, price-
less 17th century clocks, and trecasures too numerous Lo mention.

The estate includes four farms in hand with several others let to
tenant farmers; the Martindale Forest which extends to some 30,000 acres;

a deer park; medieval Dacre Castle; and beautiful gardens and walks.

Eva Hasell was proud of her heritage and the family, even to the
present day, has taken carc to presérvc and maintain its genealogy. The
records thercfore show that the first Hasell to own Dalemain was Sir
Edward Masell (1642-1707). He purchased the estate in 1679, but came orig-

inally from Bottisham in Cambridgeshirc where the family can be traced back

lThe information on Dalemain is derived from the booklet by Robert

McCosh,'Qalcmaiq.(Dcrby, England, 1977). Mr. McCosh is a son of Sylvia
Hasell McCosh, the present owner of Dalemain and one of LEva Hascll's closest
living relatives.

-10-
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to the l4th century. Iva lasell's father, John Edward Hasell (1339-1910)
was Squire of Dalemain from 1872 until 1910, Master of the Ullswater
flounds, a leading figure in the Primvosc Lcaguel and in 1887, High Sheriff
of Westmoreland., Her mother was Maud Flood of Flood Hall, Viewmount,
County Kilkenny, Ireland, as well as of Mt. TFew and Paulston Castle. Eva's
grandfather, Henry Flood, although a staunch Protestant, was a passionate
defender of lrish rights in the British Parliament and well deserved his
reputation as an "Irish patriot, statesman and orator." When Henry Flood's
only son died tragically as a child2 and another daughter never married,
Maud Flood Hasell became the sole heir ot the Flood estates in Ireland.

Eva had one sister, Dorothy Julia Hasell, born January 13, 1883.
These two girls, then, grew up in the security and prestige of a notable
and wealthy family at the heipght of Britain's gréatncss. From comments
appearing throughout Lva's writings, the Hlasells appear to have becen a happy
family. Both girls especially adored their mother.

Eva, brown haired, short, chubby, round-faced like the Ha501153 and
with the same flashing brown eyes, enjoyed the advantages of a child of
" her time and station in life. However, unlike most girls of their class

in the nineteenth century, the Hasell sisters, for some reason no longer

lThe Primrose League was a leaguc of Conservatives, founded in 1883,
so called because the primrose was associated with the Conservative states-
man, Benjamin Disracli, the anniversary of whose death, April 19, is called
Primrose Day.

ZThe little boy was standing on a chair, looking out of the window
awaiting his father's rcturn. When he spied his father approaching, the
boy, in his cagerness to welcome the Squire, leaned too far out of the
casement and fell to his death at llenry Flood's feect.

Phere is a particular resemblance between Eva and her ancestor,
Col. Edward Hasell (1796-1872), painted as a young man in uniform, and
reproduced in McCosh, Dalemain, p. 7. The original hangs in Dalemain.
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remembered, were not sent to a private or "finishing" school to be cducated.
Instead, they received instruction from tutors and governesses. Very little
is known about the content of these lessons. Certainly there were music
lessons, probably voice as well as piano. Because of the family's religious
bent, it can be assumed that instruction in Bible and the Prayer Book were
included. The girls werc not encouraged to recad newspapers--these were
too mundane and inappropriate for young females--but they read widely in
the classics. Both Bva and Dorothy were very fond of drama and enthusiasti-
cally staged their own theatrical productions. From among the various
characters they portrayed, the sisters each chose a nickname for the other,
and so Lva became "Crow” and Dorothy, "Fellah." After her first tours in
Canada, Eva was dubbed "Beaver'" by her family and this nickname remains to
the present. "Crow" scems to have been used oﬁly between Dorothy and Eva.
The girls were instructed in art by the well-known Lake-country
artist, Bdward George Hobley, some of whose pictures hang in the Royal
Academy. Scveral examples of Bva's oils and watercolours remain and point
to a credible talent as well as to an cyc for the details of nature. This
love of nature, especially of flowers, was cvident throughout Eva's life,
from the award she rcceived in 1912 for growing sweet peas,1 to the entries
in her diaries in 1965 extolling the beauty of the prairic crocus.
Eva also rode horscback and.played tennis. She loved to go on walk-
ing tours and cven forty years later, remembered fondly 'the long walks
as a girl with my father and sister among the mountains of the English
Lake District.'" Participating in these activities surecly built up her

almost incredible physical stamina which was later to prove beyond price

L. . . . . .

The award, presented by the Penrith Horticulture and Industrial
Exhibition, consists of an inscribed parchment, and is still among the
Hasell Papers at Dalemain.
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in the rugged hinterlands of Canada,

The family enjoyed travelling a good deal - India, Persia, Italy,
France, and of course Ireland where the FFlood estates were located. In
short, Dorothy and Eva enjoyed the childhood and youth of the well-born
in the prosperous Britain at the close of the Victorian era. But this
world changed for them when, in 1910, their father passed away. The
estate, as was common at the time, was entailed to a male heir,l and Maud
llasell decided to build Dacre Lodge for hersclf and her daughters.

The site she chose for her new home was scarcely a mile below Dale-

2
main, in the ancient village of Dacre. The Vencerable Bede, in his Eccle-

siastical History (ca. 731) refers to a wonastery "being built near the

river Dacore," verifying the village roots in pre-Conquest times. Dacre
is also the site of the present parish church and here Hasells have
worshipped since their arrival in Dalemain., The Chancel has for long

vears been the property of the Hascll family, with the Squire of Dalemain

in the unique position of being also the rector of the church.

lRev. George Hasell (1847-1932), an honorary Canon of Carlisle Cathe-
dral, who owned Dalemain from 1910 to 1920. In 1920 it was taken over by
Major LEdward Hascll who was Squire until his death in 1972. It then passed
to the present owner, his daughter, Mrs. Sylvia McCosh, wife of Mr. Bryce
McCosh of Huntfield.

2The information concerning Dacre is largely taken from the booklet
by Philippa J. F. Smith, A Short History of Dacre Parish Church (Penrith,
Cumbria: n.d.). As Smith relates, Dacre was also the scene of an assembly
of historical importance: "...in the ycar 926, z2ccording to the historian
William of Malmesbury, Athelstan, King of England, Constantine, King of
Scotland and Lugenius, King of Cumberland met at Dacre; the latter two did
homage to Athelstan and accepted him as their overlord, and also were
baptised into Christianity."

*Infcrmation from the Rev. Kenneth Smith, present vicar of the church.
Hence, the present owner, Mrs. Sylvia McCosh, also holds the position as
rector, surely a distinctive situation in the Anglican Church. Another
rather unique feature is that the Church still uses the Service of 1662 in
preference to revised editions of the Prayer Book. The name of the church
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It was in this ancient, historic village, then, that Maud Flood
ltasell built Dacre Lodge, a large, bright, rambling stone house, set in
an estate of approximately 150 acres, which was to be Eva Hasell's home,
while in England, until her death., Within a yecar of settling into Dacre
Lodge, howcver, the much-loved mother died, and Dorothy and Eva were left
as financially independent young women, free to pursue their various

interests.

Young Womanhood

Eva's interests were alrcady quite fixed. The Hasells, especially
Eva's mother, were an immenscly religious family, and an unmarried relative,

, 1 . . .
Frances Hasell,” who lived with them, actively encouraged this tendency.

Eva later recalled, "my mother and godmother had taught me about the Life
of Christ when I was so young 1 could not remember the first lesson I

2
had." This gives credence to a story circulated within the family which
maintains that as a girl Eva was so constantly at prayers in her room that
the vicar was called to persuade her that there were also other things
worthwhile in life. Be that as it may, she was teaching Sunday School at
the age of cleven and active in the Girls Priendly Society at seventeen.

In later lifc Lva culogized the 'teaching by my mother and godmother in

is St. Andrew's, yet in the Hasell material it is generally rcferred to
simply as the Dacre Parish Church.

1 . .
Frances Husell was almost certainly Eva's godmother, although the
Dacre Church Register gives only the date of Eva's baptism, '29.1.1887."

2 : R - . A - -
Canadian Sunday School Caravan Mission Report (herecafter referred
to as Report): 1952, p. 15.

3 . . . . .
An Anglican organization founded in 1875. See Appendix IV for the
official position of the Society.
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the Faith of our Church and the extension of Christ's Kingdom, deepened
by the Vicar's spirvitual influence, {and] the example of my father and
mother, including their regular attendance at Church....”l

It is not surprising, then, that when the Archbishops made their
appeal for funds, Lva volunteered immediately to canvass for the A.W.C.F.
Since childhood she had ''nursed a vocation to serve the Church overseas,"
but felt that her ineptitude in languages closed the doors to service in
foreign lands. Now she realized that it was possible to render missionary
service to English-speaking immigrants in far-off Canada, and she responded
in the only way open to her at the time.

This interest, and the request from the Diocese of Carlisle to
become a Sunday School Organizer, led her to enroll at St. Christopher's
College, Blackheath, in 1914, Herec she met Aylmef Bosanquet and Nona
Clarke who were already making overtures to the A.W.C.F. to be allowed to
join the Railway Mission in Canada. A firm friendship resulted from this
comnon interest.

After receiving her certificate in 1916, Eva did, in fact, become a
Sunday School Organizer for the Diocese of Carlisle, an unpaid position,
but World War I was raging, and therc was a demand for workers everywhere.
She therefore trained in First Aid and nursing and drove an ambulance for
the Red Cross, while also engaged in Voluntary Land Army work near Dacre
when she was not necded at the hospital. After the War, she continued as
Sunday School Organizer and also became Diocesan Junior Work Secretary

for the S.P.G.

1B£E2££: June 3rd to Oct. 24th, 1944. The Vicar from 1896 to 1914
was the Rev. Francis lasell. In 1914 Rev. lHenry Frankland took over that
position, so both would have been influential during Hasell's younger

years.
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Whi le Husolll was active in Sunday School and War work in Carlisle,
Bosanquet and Clavrke established themselves in a "three-room shack™ in
Kenaston, Saskatchewan, in the Diocesc of Qu'Appelle. Their living con-

2
ditions were primitive,” and their work cxceedingly strenuous, and after
four years, Bosanquet fell il1l. Tt was necessary for her to go to Toronto
for a serious operation, and while convalescing, she gave much concerned
thought to the enormity of the task of working among the children of
Western Canada, and the implications for both the Church and the nation
if nothing were done. For Bosanquet, like Hasell, believed firmly in the
inter-relationship of Church and State. Hasell wrote of her, "She had a
statesman-like grasp of the trend of events, and lived to do a wonderful
work in Western Canada, pointing to lofty ideals and raising the standard
of public opinion in this young and growing count}y, not only from the
Church point of view, but also from the Imperial standpoint.”3

While in Toronto, it occurred to Bosonquet that horse-drawn caravans
could be used to visit the isolated homesteads, climinating the need for

a nightly return home, and that trained Sunday School teachers could work

"with the children and also instruct other tcachers to carry on after the

caravaners left the area. In winter, thesc vanners would stay in a centra-
lized town, giving lectures and demonstration lessons, as well as keeping

in touch with the isolated rural children using the Sunday School by Post

lEva llascl] herself usually addresscd her compatriots by their last
names, cxcept for Iris Sayle, so following her own example she will hence-
forth be referred to as '"Hasell'" in this paper.

“llasell, Across the Prairic, p. 21, writes, "When I remembered
Aylmer's house in England, with its well-trained servants, her car and
chauffeur, and all the luxuries to which she had always becen accustomed,
it emphasized all the more strongly the self-sacrifice of her present
life." The same could also be said of Eva Hasell's life.

Slbid.,]x 111.
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(5.8.0.), a "mail-order Sunday School.”]

Aylmer Bosanquet wrote to Bva llascll about her plan, and shortly
afterwards, when she returned to England to recuperate, they discussed
the matter at length., itasell was enthusiastic. She insisted, however,
that a motor caravan, and not a horse-drawn van would be most practical,
and who would drive it but she herself, of course. She not only had exten-
sive driving experience, having obtaincd her licence already in 1914, but
she also knew somcthing about repairing motors. As she noted: "I had
been allowed to use our cars throughout the War, in connection with my
Sunday School work and a V.A.D. hospital.... Then, too, as our chautfeur
was called up and mechanics were scarce, we had to do'our own repairs."”

With characteristic apgressivencss, Hasell obtained a six months'
leave of absence from her diocese, found a substitute to carry on her
work, and began prepuarations to go to Cunada.3 Her first problem was to
get a van. She had initially considered buying a Red Cross ambulance then
being sold off in London, but transporting it to Canada proved to be an
insoluble problem. Miss Bosanquet, meanwhile having returnced to her work
in Saskatchewan, wrote about the Ford caravan the Saskatchewan Bible
Society was using, "in which a man could live and sleep,' and the caravan

. 4 . . -
Archdeacon Burgett of Qu'Appelle  was having built for two of his

i, . . C e Co .
Sce Appendix 1V for a brief 'history and description of Sunday
School by Post.

2
“Hasell, op. c¢it., p. 6.

3. . . . .
The following paragraphs arc based on her own description, as found
in Across the Prairie.

4Arthur Edward Burgett, 1869-1942. lle was General Missionary for
the Diocese of Qu'Appelle from 1913-1923, then was consccrated Bishop of
Edmonton in 1932. Scc A. R. Kelley and D, B. Rogers, The Anglican
Episcopate of Canada, Vol. 11, (Toronto: The Anglican Church of Canada,

1961), p. 40.
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missioncfs. These scemed to be the answer, and Miss Hasell ordered one
for herself, with the "inner fittings" to be decided upon when she arrived
in Canada,

“The next thing to do was to find a fellow-worker for the tour; and
this was by no means easy, for she must not only have been trained at St.
Christopher's [which Hasell considered the epitomy of progressive teaching]
and be physically strong, but she must be prepared to pay her own expenses,
there being as yet no fund to finance the venture. Fortunately, however,
an experienced ex-student, Miss Winifred Ticehurst, offered to go. She
had trained at St. Christopher's soon after its foundation, and had since
had considerable experience in Sunday-school and parish work."

Then came the problem of passages and passports. Miss Hasell wished
to travel via New York in order to visit some COugins, to meet with Dr.
Gardner, the Sccretary of the Exccutive Committec of the Department of
Religious Education for the American Episcopal Church, and also to observe
some American Sunday Schools, so a hard-to-get American visa was necessary.
Characteristically, she seems to have obtained one without undue difficulty.

The equipment they brought from England consisted of: a tent with
bamboo poles, slceping bags, a double Primus stove and a "Tommy cooker,

a ferrostate flask and two thermos flasks, canvas buckets, clothes both
for winter and summer (landworkers' suits for driving the caravan, which,
unfortunately, the Canadians regarded as displaying an undue amount of

0
"Limb'!).” Then, for use in the prairic schools, sets of Nelson's pictures

1H35011, op. c¢it., p. 7. Miss Ticehurst received her certificate
from St. Christopher's on Oct. 12, 1914, according to the College records
housed in the National Society Archives, beuan's Yard, London,

b}

“This opinion was confirmed in an interview with Bishop R. J. Pierce
of Victcria, B. €., formerly Bishop of Athabaska, who commented that Hasell
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and Sunday-school Institute models (given me by the Girls! Diocesan Assoc-
jation for Carlisle diocese), and a casc of books of graded lesson courses
and a quantity of postcard pictures of 'The Hope of the World' and 'The
. |
New Lpiphany',
In February, 1920, Winifred Ticehurst and Eva Hasell embarked at

Liverpool for New York.

To Canada

Hasell says very little about her journecy across the Atlantic: she

9]

herself was never sca-sick:” "The waiters seemed greatly intrigued at my
appetite, and 1 fancy, from the way they pressed the various courses, that
they were betting on how much I could eat!' Miss Ticehurst however, was
"more or less sick for a week'; there was "a horrid orgy on board" a day
or two before reaching New York becausc many of the passengers, knowing
they were entering a "dry" country, "got drunk, shouting and raging all
night long," and there was a blizzard with tremendously high seas just
before entering New York harbour.

But she cnthusiastically describes her stay in New York City itself
as "an amazing and exhilerating experience...the restaurants are a paradise
for the discerning palate," and she concludes that "a brief but thorough
experience of American luxury in a great city was, from its very contrast,

Al

a fitting prelude to the rough life of the prairie." After ten days in

wore the equivalent of miniskirts when cveryone else was still going about
in maxis!

1, . . . - .
Hasell, op. cit., p. 8. Nelson's pictures and Sunday School Insti-
tute models are explained in the chapter on methods.

5

In her Report, 1965, lascll complains of sea-sickness, but it was
probably a result of aging since she always prided herself on being an
excellent sailor.
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New York, Hascll and Ticchurst left for Toronto. llere they met with Rev.
Dr. R. J. Hiltz, General Sccretary of the General Board of Religicus Educa-
tion {G.B.R.E.)} for the Church of England in Canada, who briefed them on
the opportunities for religious education in this country.

While still in Toronto, Hasell learned that work on her caravan had
not yet begun. It is here that one glimpses her maneuvering and rather
terrifying determination, as well as her "imperial™ connections:

I determined to stop at Winnipeg on my way to Regina in order to

see about the matter, and to bring what influence 1 could to bear

upon the coach-building firm. As a member of the Victoria League,

I had an introduction to a Daughter of the Empire at Winnipeg, and

1 wrote and asked her to use her influence in getting my order for

the caravan put through without further delay.... 1 pressed for a

promise that the van should be finished by May 1, adding that

otherwise I should not pay for it 1
Having attended to this matter, she and Ticchurst continued by train to
Regina, Miss Hasell takes great delight in describing prairie towns so
vastly different from English villages as to defy comparison. The "illimit-
able" prairie also fascinated her, as did “Union" churches ('"a sort of
co-operative Nonconformity'); houses built of lumber (“trees sawn into
boards'); basements under these houscs, and elevators ("a high granary
for storing the wheat'")., The "mutual friendliness' of the citizens "also
was pleasant to sce, and gave point to the usual greeting: 'Plcased to
meet you!'...a phrasc which left me at a loss for a suitable reply until
1 hit upon the plan of always saying it first."

Hasell and Miss Ticechurst staved in Regina for eight weeks, giving

lectures and demonstrations, helping with various parish duties and visiting

1 . .. - - . .
Hasell, Across the Prairie, pp. 17-18. The Victoria League, now

known as the Victoria League for Commonwealth Friendship, was organized
in 1901 to promote closer union between different parts of the British
Empire (Commonwecalth).
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Aylmer Bosanquet. During this period, Hascll attended a reception given
by the Daughters of the Lmpire (1.0.D.E.) in the Parliament Buildings, and
there was introduced to Premier Martin who was then Minister of Education
for Saskatchewan. lie promised to give her introductions to the public
school teachers in arecas the caravaners were likely to visit, so as to
facilitate her work. She also met the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Richard
Lake. In addition, the I.0.D.E. sent the editor of a Regina newspaper to

interview her, and an article appeared in the Saskatchewan Star which she

describes as "embarrassingly flattering." Certainly, Regina was giving
Eva Hasell a royal welcome.

Some compatriots of hers who did not receive as much attention, were
several girls who had come out under the Fellowship of the Maple Leaf
(F.M.L.).l The aim of the IFellowship was to "Keep Canada British and
Christian," and in order to fulfil this purpose, the ovganization sought
to supply young Anglicans, primarily women trained at St. Christopher's,
to serve as clementary school teachers in Western Canada, particularly in
Saskatchewan. Most of these girls Miss Hascll now met were enrolled in
the  Provincial Normal School in preparation for taking country schools in
the fall, and for these young women Hasell gave a tea-party. She was very
pleased with them, and with their "Imperial standpoint."

While in Regina, Hascll carefully worked out her summer itinerary,
and after studying the condition of the "unmetalled" roads, came to the
conclusion that the caravan would not be able to make more than ten miles
an hour, at the most. She wrote to the clergy or leading laymen in arcas

she was to visit, making the following suggestions:

1

Sec Appendix VI for a description and brief history of the F.M.L.
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We should like to come and stay a week in their locality, living
and sleeping in the caravan and doing our own cooking (I wished
to make it clear that we should not be burdensome), but we should
be glad to receive invitations and hospitality at times in order
to get to know the people. Where there was a Sunday School in
existence, we proposed to superintend the school and teach, while
the teachers watched. Where there was no Sunday School, we should
like to have the children gathered together to form one. In this
case we hoped that the prospective teachers would come to be
shown how to tcach, that they might carry on the school when we
had started it, helped by the books and pictures which we pro-
posed to leave them. We also requested the trustees to allow

us to give Scripture lessons in the day schools in the half-

hour allotted for that purpose, and also expressed our great
desire to meet the parents....!

11 the suggestions seemed presumptuous, Hasell was totally unaware, and
gives no indication that they were received by anything but ungualified
delight.

As further preparation for the summer, she took driving lessons in

Aylmer Bosanquet's Ford roadster, because she had never before driven a
Ford, not to mention a left-hand drive, and she also enrolled in a ''motor
school and had a course of lessons on Ford repairs and vulcanising tyres."
Needless to say, she was the only woman in the shop.

On May 1, 1920, Miss tlasell heard that her caravan was ready, and
on May 9, she and Miss Ticchurst rcturned to Winnipeg to take possession
of a:

...caravan -- much like a tradesman’s van in appearance. It was
painted black, with "Sunday School Mission, Anglican Church,'
lettered in red and gold on one side. The driving seat could
be completely closed in when necessary, for, besides the wind-
screen, there were half-glass doors on cither side, which in
hot weather could be taken off and put behind the mattresses.
There were two doors at the back of the van, which opened out-
wards. As the side doors had their catches inside, when we
wished to leuave the caravan we got out at the back and pad-~
locked these doors.... The back of the driving-seat was hinged
and folded forward at night, so that the six-foot mottresses
which were strapped back to the van sides during the day could

1Huscll, Across the Prairie, p. 27.
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come down over it. Bencath onc mattress was a wooden locker,
and under the other a wooden shelf with legs. There was also

a shelf on one wall of the van...an clectric bulb was fitted to
the roof.... We made a bag to hold our tidiest clothes.... We
also nailed linoleum on the floor....!

Hasell admitted that "Even to our fond eyes it could not be called exactly

beautiful, but it was rather cruel of Canon X to observe, 'Ah! a Black
Maria, 1 see'."

After buying some extra tools, aluminium cooking utensils and food,
they were finally ready to start. But how to get out of Winnipeg? As

Hasell said, "What must be, must be," and off into the traffic she swung

§
%”:,

the van.

. The engine was very stiff as it had just come out of the

% assembly shop and had not been run, so it was difficult to
steer and to regulate the speed, Also, it swung a good deal
as the body was very long...we nearly ran into a motor
bicycle and other vehicles....just as T had turned across
the tram-lines...the engine...stopped dead, and there we were,
right in the way of the trams. However, by the help of the
self-starter, I got it going again and tried to turn but the
steering wheel was so stiff that I nearly ran into the pave-
ment...the cngine kept stopping, so I turned into a side
street, and with a good deal of difficulty found my way out
of the town.<

They were on their way!

The "trail" to Regina left somewhat to be desired. IHasell insisted
that the "very best trail is much like the worst cart road in England,"
and described them as "simply carth roads'" with "ruts about two feet
deep," and full of gopher holes and1grcnt lumps of earth. Directions
were blazed on telephone poles--R or L--right or left, "it is up to you
to guess whether you turn right to go to Winnipeg or to Regina." She

ave up relying on thesc road-signs soon enough, declaring that ''one
ying £

llbid., pp. 29-30.

2.0
Ibid., pp. 31-32.
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learns to steer by the sun and stars.'" To usk for directions was as use-
less as trying to decipher the tclephone poles.  As she writes, "You will
merely be told 'Go five miles north, and three miles cast and one mile
south and four miles west, and then look for the elevator at So-and-So.
You can't miss it.' But you can miss it, very easily.”l

They always camped for the night ncar a farm-house in order to
obtain water, and whenever time permitted, they pitched the tent to pro-
vide a "second room" as the van was very crowded for undressing, especially
since Hasell, although short, was a stout and hefty woman. Neither she
nor Ticehurst spent much time greooming on this trip. As Hasell comments,
"We started on our tour with a duc regard for appearances, both of us
armed with travelling looking-glasses. But these soon got smashed in our
bumpy progress, and henceforth we contented ourselve; with tidying our
hair from our shadows cast on the ground or our reflections in the wind-
screen, or, Hyacinth-like, gazed fondly into the sloughs.”z

Even a partial description of one day's travel seems a motorist's
nightmare: The electric starter went wrong; the engine proved almost
impossible to crank; the fan stopped working and Hascll found a nut had
not been properly adjusted. Then a five foot hole "yawned across our path
as we topped the hill, and there was nothing for it but to plunge through
it and down the hill beyond," whereupon -the van almost tipped. Shortly
after this, the van got stuck up to its axcls in sand and after trying
unsuccessfully for an hour to dig it out, the women simply "'sat down by

the roadside to read the service for the day in our prayer-books.'" By

1Ibid., p. 35.

20,
Ibid., p. 37.
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the time they werehelped out, ltasell's arms had become ''very stiff with
the vibrations from the steering wheel” which was almost knocked out of
her hands whenever a wheel struck a big clod--"One had to hang on like
grim death." Hasell comments laconically, "We only did twenty-seven miles
that day." Yet it was to prove all too typical of many of the experiences
they had during that, and later, summers.

Hardly had Hasell and Ticehurst rcached Regina and begun preparations
for their work, when they were notified that Aylmer Bosanquet was very 1ll.
Hasell went, on ten minutes notice, to be with her friend, and then accom-
panied her and Nona Clarke back to Regina under most trying conditions.
Within three days Hasell and Ticchurst were on their way, after driving
their van where Miss Bosanquet could sce it from her hospital window. Her
dream had been realized. Thesc two pioncers were never to see each other
again, for Aylmer Bosanquet was orderced to a milder climate and died in
California on Shrove Tuesday, lebruary, 1921. In a letter written in
1933, Hasecll called her "my great friend” and, she might have added, the

instigator of what was to be Hascll's lifelong work,

The Early Caravan Years 1920-1925

Although Eva Hasell served in Canada for over fifty years, the pat-
tern for her work was sct in the first summers. To understand her mission
during thesce formative years, thcn,xis to understand her labours of a
lifetime. ‘These first sumnmers, therefore, deserve at lcast a cursory
overview,

The caravan was to lcave Regina on Friday, May 21, 1920. While it
was being loaded, "an ominous darkness blotted out the sun,'" and a fierce

dust storm descended on the prairies. They were begged by friends not to

start, but Hasell could not be persuaded: *...1 had arranged to get to
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Buffalo Lake by Sunday, and 1 had already been obliged to alter the date
once owing to the delay in getting the caravan, so T felt that I could not
put them off any more. If one delays for difficultics one will never do

. - 1. . R . i
anything. So we started.” She gives no indication that Ticchurst was
consulted at any point, and it can only be presumed that she was made of
the same relentless stuff as Hasell.

After a serics of misadventures they did reach Buffalo Lake in good
time for the service, but were rather nonplussed when a young man after the
meeting remarked, '"We thought your car was a motor ambulance and supposed
there'd been a scrap'--which may have accounted for the good attendance.

It was a busy summer for the vanners, visiting homes, starting Sunday
Schools, giving Bible lessons, addressing parents and teachers, and enrol-
ling children in the §.5.P. At the conclusion of the tour, Miss lHasell
donated the van to the Diocese of Qu'Appelle, with the understanding that
it would be used each summer for this wortk.

The van was indeed in operation again in 1921, but Hasell herself
did not come to Canada. She had not dismissed the work from her mind by
any means, but was busy in England, organizing meetings in which she des-
cribed her 1920 tour and raising funds for a continuation of the van work.
Her reports mention that Margarct West, a St. Christopher's graduate work-

ing in the Diocese of Ottawa, has "offered to take the S. S. Caravan on

W
‘

the prairie in May, and pay all her own ecxpenses.... Miss Hligginbotham,
from near Glasgow, will sail for Canada on May 11 {1921]. She also will
pay all her own expenses, drive Miss West, do the cooking and running

repairs of the van...four girls who drove motor ambulances for the Red

Cross have offered their services...but their offer had to be refuscd this

Ypid., p. 37.
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year.... It 1is hoped that money will be raised in England during the
summer S0 that more caravans can be procured....” Ohviously Miss Hasell
was not sitting idly by.l The following yecar [1922] she was ready to
return., The G.B.R.E. report notes that Miss Hasell "wrote to the G.B.R.E.
to the effect that she had succeeded in raisingA§855, or approximately
$3,824 for the Sunday School Caravan work, and was desirous of again visit-
ing Canada. As a result of correspondence, and on the invitation of the
Bishops of Calgary and Saskatchewan, arrangements were made for providing
caravans for both these dioceses.”2

With money in hand for the caravan work, and with another§ 500
donated by Hasell herself and her sister Dorothy, the funds were suffi-
cient toVbuy two new vans, and pay the operating expenses of a third, for
the first van,”Pionccrf'wus to scrve its third yogr in the Diocese of
Qu'Appellc.3

Dorothy decided to accompuny Eva for the summer to help man the

4 . .
Calgary van, but they agreed to include a third person who would be able

1The Occasional Paper, No. 129 (1920), and No. 130 (1921).
2

G.B.R.E. report, 1923, entitled "Sunday School Motor Caravan Work.'
3 . . . i . .

A new van at this time cost approximately #300, with the equipment
another 20 to f 40. The cost of operating a van was about £46, but this
did not include board for the vanners, or the cost of transporting them
from home to their areas of service.

4'l‘hj_s was Dorothy's only vanning cxperience. She supported the work
by planning the winter lecturing itineraries, arranging train schedules
and the like. Dorothy felt her place to be at Dacre Lodge where she super-
vised the farm which was very capably managed by Thomas Cowperthwaite,
farm manager {rom 1920 until the 1970's. Dorothy was a very intelligent
woman, considered more a "woman of the world" than Eva, and her ideals of
service lay in the area of committee work rather than vanning. She was a
county, district and parish councillor, as well as a keen worker for the
Conservative Party. She was asked to stand as a candidate for Parliament,
but refused. She also declined nomination as a Justice of the Peace.
Dorothy was involved in a single car motor accident on February 18, 1936,
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to continue the work in following ycars, uand so Miss Dorothy Eckersall,
"an old Cheltenham girl," and a niece of Lady Willingdon, the wife of the
Governor-General, was included in their party. Hasell also secured workers
for the Saskatchewan van, Miss Henley and Miss Cicely Jackson, while Miss
West and Miss Higginbotham were again manning the "Pioneer'" in Qu'Appelle.
The daily routine was much like that of 1920, except that, before they
even started on the caravans, Hasell came down with a severe case of
measles in Saskatoon, much to her annovance.

While Dorothy Hasell and Miss Eckersall rcturncd to England in the
fall, Eva liasell went on to Kamloops and Vancouver, where she stayed in
the home of Bishop and Mrs. bDe Pencier of New Westminstcr.1 She spoke at
many mectings and she notes that Bishop De Pencier '"finally gave me an
invitation to work in his diocese as soon as I could provide a caravan."
1t was this year also, that the Primatc, Archbishop Samuel Pritchard
Matheson, officially recognized her work as the "Canadian Sunday School
Caravan Mission."

In 1923 a new van was provided for the Diocese of Edmonton, manned
by Hasell and Eckersall. Thesc post-World War I and post-A.W.C.F. years
: were difficult ones for the Church, and Hasell reports that in the Edmonton
Mission tiouse, where there had been thirty-seven clergy and laymen, there
were now only thirteen, with only tbirtoen more clergy in other parts of
the diocese. lelp in the isolated arcas was obviously urgently nceded.

An accident which demolished the van and almost took the vanners'

and died in the Carlisle Infirmary February 19. lasell sorrowed, 'No one
can cver take the place of such a wonderful, loving and self-sacrificing
sister...."

1,. . - .
Bishop Adam Urias De Pencier, consecrated Archbishop of New West-
minster. in 1925,
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lives occurred late in the scason. At a level crossing near Daysland,
Alberta, a C.P.R. freight train hit the van broadside and completely demol-
ished it. Eckersall was seriously injured, with her pelvic bone badly
fractured. She was forced to rcemain flat on her back until May of 1924,
and could not return to England until August of that year.

Miss Hasell, displaying again that undeflectable will, wiped the
blood from her head and insisted on taking all her engagements before being
X-rayed in Edmonton. There "...the doctor said my scapular was fractured
and displaced, and told me to go back...at once and have it set by Dr.
Borden.“l She was forced to stay in Daysland until the end of January,
1924, and here experienced her first Canadian winter.

Hasell returned to England the end of February, 1924, and sailed for
Canada again on May 2, having raised f£400 in this short interim for her
work in Canada. Her plans had been to work in the diocese of Rupert's
Land, but because of extremely wet conditions, Archbishop Matheson reluc-
tantly advised her that the prairie trails would be impassable. Undaunted,
she went to B. C. to cffer her services to Bishop De Pencier, who had
probably not expected so prompt an acceptance of the invitation which had
"finally" been issued in 1922, Becausec there was no bishop in Cariboo at
this time, the duties of this diocese also fell on Bishop De Pencier, and
it was to Cariboo that ilasell was sent. She notes that there were only
cight clergymen in the whole diocese that summer.

Before she and Dorothy Miller, her companion for this term, began

1

their activities, they were given a "can shower.'" These were arranged for

1 . . : . . -
Hascll, Through Western Canada in a Caravan (Westminster: The

Society for the Propogation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, 1927), p. 154.
The C.P.R., paid the train fare for both Hascll and Dorothy Eckersall all
the way to Montrecal, when they were able to travel.
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all vanners by the W. A, in the "starting' city whenever it was possible,
and consisted of donated food--tinned salmon, herrings, smelts, clam chow-
der, soups, vegetables, fruits, jam, tea, coffee, cocoa, and one year,
fifty tins of sardines. They "lived on this food all through the summer,
supplemented by eggs, milk and vegetable," a welcome further saving on
expenses,

Miss llasell was very interested in the other Anglican missions on
the west coast, and describes with enthusiasm her visits to the Japanese,
the Prince Rupert Coast, the Chinese, the Columbia Coast and the Massct
Inlet missions. When the vanners were ready at last to go inland, Bishop
De Pencier decided to accompany them. They had to c¢ross the American
border to get to the Penticton district, and hootlegging was causing so
much difficulty that the bishop feared embarrassment for the ladies with
their formidable and rather curious vehicle, which had already been locally

dubbed "that grey booze-wagon.'

This year again, llasell experienced an accident. The tortuous roads
. o . . . 1
through the mountains were just being built in many arcas,  and at one
unfinished hair-pin curve, the van, too long to negotiate the turn, slid
down the steep incline into a creck, and overturned. Miraculously, neither

Hasell nor Doris Miller was hurt, nor was the van irreparably damaged.

lAlthough the main roads through the mountains improved, many of
the side roads did not, even for yecars to come, and the Dalcmain Papers
include the following letter from S. D. H. Pope, Divisional Engineer,
Department of Public Works, Kamloops, B. C., dated October 4, 1950:
"I have had occasion to watch your van operating...and while I admire the
spirit of the girls operating it, I would like you to realize that driving
a vehicle of this type between Blue River and Albreda is not child's play
and certainly not one that young girls should undertake.... I would ask
you to consider this [poor section of the road] before deciding to send
out the same van next vear. Your drivers handled the vehicle very well,
but 1 am surc there were several times they must have been very nervous.'
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Hasell had the body of the van shortened by two feet and the top lowered
proportionately, and the van continuced to serve for many years.

Throughout the Diocese of Cariboo Hascll found, to her consternation,
that all Indian reserves had cither Roman Catholic or Anglican clergy. She
comments, "The little Red Indians in these dioceses are so well looked
after that they pride themselves on knowing more about the Bible than the
white children.' She felt that this neglect of isolated white settlers was
most unfortunate, although she realized that the concentration ot persons
on a reserve certainly made the work there necessary.

Hlasell's work in the mountains was incredibly difficult and danger-
ous, with impossible terrain, tortuous and dangerous trails, and great
isolation, but it was tremendously appreciated by children and adults alike,
as well as by the Church, and that yecar the General Synod of the Church of
England in Canada passcd the following resolution:

That this Synod desires to express its conviction that one of the
most effective ways of reaching thosc members of our Church who
are far removed from the Church's administrations, and provide
for them that teaching so cssential to the building up of Chris-
tian life and character, is that which is known as the Sunday-
School-by-Post and its related work, the Sunday~School Caravan.
We are especially desirous to place on record our grateful
appreciation of the splendid services rendered in connection
with the Caravan work by Miss F. . L. ltasell, Sunday-School
Organizer for the Diocese of Carlisle, ngland, without whose
aid and untiring zeal and cenergy this work would not have been
initiated.!

Miss Hasell's work in 1925 was in the diocese of Brandon, under very
different, although no less trying clrcumstances. Instead of mountains

there were swamps and endless bush country, as well as unbelievably engulf-

ing hordes of mosquitoes. Yet the human needs of the scttlers were the

lJournaI of Procecdings, The General Synod of the Church of England
in Canada (1924), p. 48. Also in F. H. L. Nlascll, Canyons, Cans and

Caravans (London: Socicty for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 1930), p. 14.
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same.  Bishop W. W. H. Thomas™ of Brandon showed [lasell a letter received
1

from a Britisher settled in a remotc area of the diocesc for fifteen years:

Y think that the members of the Church of England who are more fortunate

and have services will feel very sad at the Last Day when God reveals to
them the spiritual destitution of me and my wife and the other homesteaders
who have been up here fifteen years without a service of any Church.”2
The settler's little five-ycar old had died, and there was no minister to
conduct a service. The parents felt it too much of an emotional strain
to say a prayer, no one had a Prayer Book, and so the child was buried
without a prayer or service of any kind. Scunt wonder that the newly-
consecrated bishop received the caravancers and their ministry in remote
areas with the greatest of pleasurc, rcalizing the urgency of their work.
The two vanners (Mary Nettleton accompanieé Hasell in 1925) also
found much physical suffering among the settlers. llasell mentions visiting
a "poor woman with five children, who was paralysed. Her husband had left
her.... When Miss Davis visited her...she found her and the children living
on one meal a day of dry bread and potatoes; she made tea by pouring hot
water on hay."3 Hasell was quick to provide emergency supplies of groceries
and send parcles of clothing, as well as to report such cases to the proper

authorities for further aid.

]Nilfrcd William lenry Thomas, first Bishop of Brandon was always a
friend of Hasell's. ile died in 1953. Tor details of his episcopate, sce
Kelly and Rogers, The Anglican Dpiscopate, Vol. 1T, p. 18.

5
“Hascll, Canyons, p. 16,

3. .
Ibid., p. 32.
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Iris Sayle

The year 1926 marked the beginning of Hascll's association with Iris
Sayle, an association which grew into a life-long partnership and a deeply
devoted friendship.

Iris Bugenie Friend Sayle, born in 1894, was the daughter of George
Moore Sayle, a silk merchant, and Emily Brierley Sayle. She was the fourth
of six sisters in a devout, evangelical Anglican family, where family
prayers and service to the Church were taken for granted. The motto on
the family crest, “"Who most has served is greatest,” was taken seriously,

with the result that the oldest sister, Gladys, founded a private school,

Ellerslie, in Malvern, Worcestershire; Pearl spent a lifetime caring for

her father after Mrs. Sayle's death in 1913; Agnes, the youngest, became

an S.P.u. missionary to India and Pakistan, whilé Iris trekked with Hasell
through the Canadian wilderness. Two other sisters, Winnifred and Violet,
died early in life. None of the sisters married.

Iris trained at the Ablett School of Art in London, then taught in
England for several yecars. In 1925 she offered her services to St. Michael's
Diocesan School in Vernon, British Columbia, and was subsequently engaged
to teach art and Inglish, which suited her training and inclinations
admirably. She was an accomplished artist, had always appreciated Shake-
speare, and like Hascll, greatly enjoyed acting. Sayle also read with
enthusiasm--the classics, and authors such as Elizabeth Goudge and Barbara

Cartland.l

lElizabeth Goudge secms to fit quite properly with a person of
Sayle's background, but listed under Cartland's autheorship, besides a
few biographies, are these titilating titles: A Virgin in Mayfair, Again
this Rapture, Escape from Passion, The lLLeaping Flame, etc. It may be

that Sayle contented herself with the biographies.




-
iz
-
g
Z
%
-
:

- 34-

In appearance she was a big, rather angular woman, often rather
grim-faced in later ycars, possibly becausc she suffered from arthritis
and then from Parkinson's Discasc. She had a tremendous sense of humour--
"the sort that helps you combat difficult situations'--although at times
this wit could become sarcastic and be turned against another or herself.

Sayle was an organizer with great drive to get work done, and every
once and again her business sense impinged on her innate scnsitivity. At
times like this she gave the impression of being all-knowing, and garned
for herself the reputation of "a typical English school-mistress type'' -~
prim, aloof, severe. One vanner suppested that "the strain and respon-
sibilities of their work and their way of life" weighed more heavily on
Sayle than on Hasell. According to Mrs. Clifford Bell, an 5.5.P. Secre-
tary who knew both Sayle and Hasecll for many yeafs, Sayle's concern comple-
mented “"what scemed to be a happy-go-lucky strecak in Miss Hasell. Miss
Hasell usually appeared to be relaxed, while Miss Sayle often seemed to
be tense."

Certainly Sayle was a forceful woman with great strength of character
but touched also by the love of God. To suffer from arthritis and Parkin-
son's Disecase and yet serve forty-six ycars on vans, with all the discom-
fort this entailed, bespeaks of great devotion and she was a singularly
dedicated woman who loved her Church and desired without reserve to serve
her Lord. It was in Vernon, B. C., that Sayle's aspiration for missionary
service ripened, and she offered herself to the S.P.G. in March, 1926.

At that time she wrote to her sister Gladys:

T have just with a very light hcart written to S.P.GC. offering

my services conditionally for work abroad.... I am absolutely
leaving cverything in God's hands.... T felt God's call and I
know 1 am doing His will in answering it as I am. I know you
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will rejoice with me, though how God will use me I do not know
of course.l

If Sayle did not know how God would usc her, Eva Hasell knew. Hasell hap-
pened to be on the Missions Committece at this time and she counselled
Sayle first to go vanning with her for the summer and then go into training
for the S.P.G. in fall "or any term.'" Sayle agreed, and on July 12, 1926,
recorded in her day-book, 'l shall secc S5.P.G. but I feel that it is more
than likely that after getting some more training I shall stay on out here
doing Van and S. S. work."

After completing the summer van term, Sayle enrolled at St. Christo-
pher's College, Blackheath, for a course in Sunday School training.
Although she and Hasell had first met at Ellerslie, Malvern in 1925,2 the
summer adventure in caravan missions in Kootenay Diocese marked the begin-
ning of a partnership. llercufter they were a team, diverse in personality
and temperament, but complementing onc another and absolutely loyal to one
common goal - teaching the Gospel to children and striving to ''make God

and His world more wonderful.™

Van Years 1926-1829

In the summer of 1926, then, Sayle and lasell worked in the Diocesc
of Kootenay, an arca the size of Great Britain, served by only thirty
Anglican priests. The terrain of the diocese was most difficult, with long

lakes and many wmountains, including the Sclkirks and the Rocky Mountains.

1 : -
Letter dated March 10, 192¢ and quoted by Doreen Savery in The
testern Canada Sunday School Caravan Mission (n. p., 197%), p. 1.

2Miss Agnes Sayle disputes this point, saying Iris had heard of
Miss Hasecll but did not mect her until the latter came to St., Michael's
School in Vernon. Howcver, lasell herscelf records this meeting in
Ellerslic (Canyons, p. 57) as does Iris's obituary, Ibg_ﬂgrald, August
11, 1973.
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Often they had to pick their way on foot over trcacherous paths to visit

. isoluted families. They also suffered intensely from black flies, and
lascll confessed, "Our eyes swelled up and my face bled all over."
% It was in Kootenay that they first encountered Doukhobors, and Hasell

evinces much interest in their history, their customs and their present

condition, although she concludes, "They are a great problem to the Church

and the country.'" She found the following incident very amusing, however:

We walked five miles up a mountain to see a family who had not
been to a service for years. It was a very hot walk. [ sat
down on a log to rest while I talked to the mother about the
S.S.P. as she stood packing strawberries into boxes. An old
Dukobor [sic] woman came up with her basket full of straw-
berries to be packed. She looked at me and remarked in broken
English: 'You no work. You lazy. You fat!' Then turning to
Iris: 'You work very hard. You thin!' After these comments
1 felt that 1 must either pack strawberries or go. !

SR

By the spring of 1928 there were alrcady nine vans. tlasell continued
to be financially responsible for them all. On her way West that year,

Hasell stopped at Missanabic, a Hudson's Bay Company fur-trading post, and

was greatly touched by a donation of thirty-five dollars and fifty cents,

from nine Indian women who had sold cakes, bread and ncedlework to raise

.

this money for her caravan work. Hascll and Tris Sayle, now her constant

companion, did not stay long cn route, however, for they were hecaded for

. . . . Lol 2o .
the Diocese of Caledonia, to work under Archdeacon Rix. They went first

to Edmonton to cxamine the possibility of a route to the Peace River and

found that the road was, hopefully, to be finished by August. The immediate

e

1Hascll, Canyons, p. 132.

2Georgc Alexander Rix, 1865-1945. There had been no bishop in the
diocese since the late Archbishop de Vernier, because the financial con-
dition of the diocese was such that it was felt impossible to elect a
bishop until an cndowment fund had been raised. On June 6, 1928, however,
Archdeacon Rix was conscerated Bishop for a diocese which contained
640,000 square miles and had only sixtcen clergymen.
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and more pressing problem, however, was that the new van had not yet
arrived. Hascll wrote to the manager of the Ford factory in Ontario:

...who replied that he would send onc as soon as humanly pos-

sible. Fortunately, 1 had a plan of the new chassis, and the

body builder was able to work from this. I was desperate,

however, for the seasons arc so short. Lady Willingdon's niece

had driven a van for two seasons and had interested her aunt

and the Governor-General in the work. So I wrote to Lord

Willingdon asking if he would write to the Ford manager in

Ontario. The reply to his letter was very different from his

reply to minc, The manager was very sorry Miss llasell had

been delayed and would send off the truck at once. But it had

to come by freight train and the distonce was so great, the

van could not be ready till the end of .]uly.1
Hasell could not countenance this delay and decided they would start out
on foot without waiting for the van. They puacked a kit-bag containing
waterproof sheets and blankets, 'a light tent, a knapsack, somec books and
pictures, a sancepan bought at Woolworth's for fifteen cents, two alumin-
ium plates, two spoons, forks, collapsible cups, and pocket knives. The
cups were always collapsing.' Finally, having participated in a Dismissal
Service and obtained lay-readers? licences, the two women set out for Pouce
Coupé in the Peace River Block, first by train, then by a chance ride, but
mostly by foot. Once at Pouce Coupé they set up camp but did not stay
long. On they tramped, through driving rain and clinging mud, up steep
hills and through rocky ravines, pitching their tent in places various and
sundry. They visited communitics as far as Hudson ilope, sixty miles past
Fort St. John on a rough pack trail. When they returned to Pouce Coupé,
they found they had walked over 300 miles "in cach of two months" which
could mean 600 miles and probably docs, for Hasell's year-end report reads

"912 miles walked."

On July 28, Hascll and Sayle returned to Edmonton to find their van,

IHascll, Canyons, p. 179.
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"St. Andfow,” ready and waiting, and they continued working in this com-
paratively clegant comfort in another secction of the diocese until the end
of the summer. The log for 1928 reads: 912 miles walked, 1,608 miles
travelled by van, and 1,633 miles travelled by other mcans.l It was to
remain the summer most frequently remembered by them and by many others
as "The Summer When llasell and Sayle Walked Into the Peace River Area."

Before returning to kngland, Miss Hasell, as was her custom, stopped
to lecture at various places across Canada, including Montreal. The meet-
ings here were organized by the "younger clergy' and she notes how atten-
tively they listened to her plea for pricsts in the West, but especially
in the Peace River district. As a result of thesc mectings, a group of
young clergymen "sat in a cafe half the night evolving a plan of campaign.”
The plan was for a clergyman and a luymun—-usunl]y a student from McGill
University--to go out together during the summer months with camping equip-
ment, and minister in arcas in which there were no priests. They decided
to name their group the Fellowship of the West. The Fellowship made itself
responsible for cxpenses only, yet in spite of this, the organization
attracted a high calibre of both priest and layman, and was to provide
succor and consolation beyond words to many in isolated arcas. The Fellow-
ship was active until the spring of 1978, when it decided to disband
permancntly.

Both Miss Sayle and Miss Hasell lectured in Ingland all that winter,
1928-1929, and in early spring sailed again for Canada on the "Montrose."
They were returning to the Diocese of Caledonia with a new van, the"St.

fi . ~ . . . .
Cuthbert, donated by the Diocesc of Carlisle, with its running expenses

1 .
One confesses to bewilderment as to how Hasell knew exactly how
many miles they had walked, driven or otherwisc travelled.
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paid by the parishes around Lake Windermere. At the end of the summer,

Bishop Rix commended them for their labours: "The work you have done would

%
:
%
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have challenged the strength and encrgy of a strong man. "

There had been twelve vans and twenty-four workers in eight Western
dioceses in this year ending the first decade of the Caravan Mission, and
Hasell's general report rcad as follows: 'New members for the S.5.P.,
5,436; S.S.P. members rcvisited, 4,277; Sunday-Schools started, 63;
Sunday-Schools helped, 94; lHomes visited, 5,796; Day-schools visited and
Bible lessons given, 146; Services taken, 121; Extra classes given to
children, 218; Addresses given to adults, 160; Children found for baptism
...1,017; Travelled by the van, 36,306 miles; Ridden, driven, or by boat,
3,854 miles; Walked, 1,693 miles.”

Her work was well established by now, and following the same general

pattern, continued to grow.
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CHAPTER 111

HER WORK: MEANS AND METHODS

To understand Eva Hasell and the Caravan Mission it is important
to look in greater detail at the various activities in which she was

engaged, and the methods and materials she used in her work.

Vans

The vans have already been briefly described. Only '"Pioneer" was
painted black, howcvor.l The later ones were mostly blue-grey, 'a better
match for prairie dust and mud." They had the name of the diocese as
well as the name of the van painted on their sides, for each van was
designated "St. Christopher," "St. David," "St. Kentigern" (called "Kenny"
by vanncrs) and so on.

Vans were equipped with a portable burner, two folding-down beds,
mattresses, pillows, blankets, pots and pans, in short, everything neces-
sary for a spartan cexistence. In cariy years there was a strict rule
about cooking only outside the van becausc of the firve hazard, but later
vans were equipped with Coleman stoves and an asbestos lining which made
life in cold or rainy wcather immeasurably more comfortable.

Before putting the vehicles away for the winter, the vanners cleaned
them thoroughly and reported to Hasell any breakages, needed repairs and

things of that naturc. Vans were storcd in the diocese in which they

1 .. L. . .
In a letter to Dominion Motors, Winnipeg, in 1939, llasell writes,
“Concerning colour, I would rather have green or blue and on no account
g ’ 4
red. I would rather not have black."

- 40~
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were used, sometimes in a garage built specifically for the purpose,
sometimes by a local clergyman, occasionally by a large commercial f£irm.
Dominion Motors in Winnipeg, for example, stored the "Good Shepherd" free
of charge, for several winters, "because I am a Yord fleet owner,' accord-
ing tc Miss Hasell.

Now and again problems occurred during storage, as when, in 1959,
four vans sheltered in a Regina hanger were destroyed by fire, or in 1964,
when the'st, Andrew van and garage were completely gutted. Then in Novem-
ber, 1965, the lock on the garage housing the"St. Patrick“at Smithers,
B. C., was broken, "all the windows in the van smashed, the paint on the
body scratched, equipment pulled out and scattercd about. Nothing had
been stolen.... The van was insured for fire and theft. Vandalism did
not come under cither."1 And the next year, thc“éood Shcpherdﬁin storage
in Winnipeg, was also vandalised: books and teaching materials were
thrown out and trampled; tools, blankets, mattresses, sleeping bags,
everything was stolen, "cven blinds and safety belts.'" Sometimes the
diocesc involved could replace a vehicle in such circumstances, but more
often than not, Miss Hasell assumed full f{inancial responsibility for

. 2

restorat.on.

Hasell's policy in regard to vans was quite specific. She would
purchase the vehicle, and after operating it personally for & summer (in

most cases, but not all), donate it to the bishop of the diocese under

chport, 1965, p. 5.

? ~ -
In the Regina fire, for example, gifts from the Diocese of
Qu' Appelle replaced two vans; gifts from appeals by Hasell and in
response to ads in the Canadian Churchman sccured another, while the

Mothers' Union of Great Britain paid for the fourth. Scc Report,
1959, p. 5.
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the following conditions:

1. That the van be uscd in spring, summer and fall for four
months or longer. It is to be staffed by two women, one a
Sunday-School expert who has been through the training depart-
ments for religious education in Caenada, or St. Christopher's
College, Blackheath, England. She should start Sunday-Schools,
visit homes, get new members for the S.S5.P. and revisit those
already enrolled, visit public schools and give lessons out of
hours, find children for baptism and send their names to the
clergy, take scrvices for adults where no Anglican clergyman or
layman is taking them.

2. The expert should be accompanied by another woman who can

drive a car, do running repairs, cook and wash, and, if possible,
teach under the supervision of the cxpert.

3.  That money should be raised in the diocese, if possible, for

the running cxpenses of the van and the board expenses of the
workers.
4. Should the van in the future not be used for the above pur-
pose, it shall be available for similar work in another diocese
under the direction of F. H. E. Hasell, Organizer of the Sunday-
School Vans.l

These conditions show quite clearly the relationship Miss Hasell had to

the diocese, and the organizatienal conditions under which the work was
carried on. It should be noted that lfasell never quite relinquished her
hold on a van.

Not all bishops were uncquivocally enthusiastic about this arrange-
ment, Bishop Robert J. Renison of Athabaska wrote quite bluntly to
Hasell in 1932, "in the Agreement the details are too specific and the
nature of the work too minute and inclastic to be formally signed at the

. 2
present time."

Occasionally, also, a bishop felt that vans were not the most

efficient means of work in their particular diocese, and so Calgary did

1Hasell, Canyons, pp. 13-14.

2 . . . .
Letter in the Dalemain papers, Bishop Renison, 1875-1957, was to
become dMetropolitan of Ontario in 1952.
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not usc vans in 1926, because Y"motor cars and local workers are quite as
effjcicut.”l Although this arpument had validity it was not adequate in
all circumstances, for vans could function in weather and on roads that
would absolutely immobilize a car. When a van became too well-used to be
reliable any longer, it was put up for sale and the proceeds used towards
the purchase of a new vehicle. Hunters in particular were always anxious
to get old vans and there was scldom any trouble in selling one, according
to Miss ¥. Alexander, herself a vanner, and later treasurer of the Caravan

Mission.

The Vanners

Although vans were basic to Miss Hascll's organization, the women
who worked on them were the heart and soul of its success. And vanners
were invariably women. While Hasell was co-operating with the G.B.R.E.

A

Joint Committee for Van Work™ applications from two men were considered
at a meeting on February 8, 1920. The motion was made and seconded that
clergymen as well as women should in future be accepted, but the Committee
had reckoned without Hasell. She was, of course, unable to be at a winter
meeting, and when informed of the reccommendation she dismissed it out of
hand. The two hopeful gentlemen werc referred to the Diocese of Calgary
where work of a similar naturc was in progress and the vans continued on
their feminine way. The matter wasiruised again in llasell's last years,

and a letter to "Margaret," dated February 10, 1972, comments, "The idea

1. . .
The diocese again returned to the use of vans, and the last one

supplied by Hasecll was purchased by the diocese when the Rt. Rev. George
Calvert became bishop. Miss Elsa Bray, Surrey, England, directed the
Calgary work for many yecars. The last van used in this diocese is now
in a museum for old vehicles just outside Saskatoon, Saskatchewan,
according to a letter rcceived from Mrs. George Calvert in January, 1977.

2
“The story of Hascll and the Joint Van Committee 1is found later in
this thesis.
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that a man and wifce should go on a van is quite good." But then she
added immediately and true to form, '"the van work was started by women
for women.“1 There seems to be no known recason for her unmalleable atti-
tude in this matter, although it 1s possible that, in a male-dominated
society, she fearcd eventual loss of control if men were allowed into the
organization.

Not only were the vanners invariably women, they were also largely
British, especially before World War IT. 1In 1930 twenty-one of the
twenty-eight were British; in 1937, thirty-three of forty-six, and in
1941, twenty-onc of forty-cight. By 1955, lasell lists thirty-onc Can-
adians, twenty-four Britons, onc Australian (recruited in England), one
New Zealander and five Americans. And so the complexion of nationalities
changed, but never dramatically. In 1957, the 1nst'ycar in which Hasell
lists countries of origin, there were forty-one Canadians, and twenty-
one Britons, Her decided preference for British vanners raises scveral
interesting questions: Were there not enough Canadians available? Did
she believe that somcone willing to travel overseas showed more devotion
to the mission than someonc from, say, Rcgina? Was she convinced that
their education was superior? Was it simply an innate sense of the super-
iority of all things British? Or could it be that English girls, con-
ditioned by class, accepted her authority with less gquestioning than
Canadians? There arc no recady answers, and llasell's only recorded com-
ment on the matter is a laconic, "I take Canadians when T can."

Who were thesce women who volunteercd for the caravans? Possibly

because Hasell herself was well-born, shc tended to recruit others of

1 . .
Letter in Dalemain papers.
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similar class for her work, cspecially in the carly years. She made a
point of speaking at "Girls' RBoarding Schools so that we shall have future
van workers," and her roster of recruits was impressive: the daughter of
Senator Bostock, Lady Jean McDonnell, the cousin of lLady Halifax, Lady
Willingdon's niece, and Margaret Price, whose 'mother's brother is Sir
John Gilmour.' Many others were simply dedicated Anglicans from all walks
of life, women such as Miss M'Gonigle who had "taken her M. A. degree and
is teaching five languages at Branksome Hall in Toronto'; Sylvia Grove,
vchampion woman skier of McGill University,'" and 'one excellent worker
whose grandparents came from Jamaica, and a North American Indian." In
her 1961 Report, Hascll refers to the cross-section represented:

One was an S.P.G. missionary (Bornco), but the doctor said she
should not go at present to tropical climates.... The 5.P.G.
kindly agrced to her joining the Caravan Mission, and she is
financed by the latter. ‘There is also a C.M.S. missionary from
Ireland who was in China, Africa and Malaya, who had retired
owing to age but passcd medically for Canada.... A Deaconess from
Northumberland, who has been working in Australia is in the party,
and several Church Day School teachers.... One of the leaders
from the Mothers' Union in the Diocesc of Winchester, visiting
relations and friends in Canada, therefore paying her own
expenses, asked me if she could go on a caravan for two months.

Surely a diversified group. A tfew remained with the caravan mission
for long periods of time. Miss Hasell, in her Report of 1960 singled out
Florence Mackinnon "on caravans for eighteen years and many winters at
missions,'" Ruth Yeoman from Yorkshire for fourtcen ycars, Fileen Paris,
Calgary, for twenty.

One likely source from which Hasell did not draw recrults was

1'l‘he purpose here is not to single out individuals but to show con-
clusively the dedication of the workers. It would be impossible to list
all who served faithfully for long pericds of time, or all who had con-
nections with gentry, ctc.

¥
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from the Sisters of St. John the l)ivinc.l For many ycars the order con-
tributed $300 annually to her work, and cventually also took over correct-
ing the §.S.P, material in Qu'Appelle Diocese for a time, but in a letter
dated February 25, 1936, to Bishop Edwin H. Knowles who had evidently
raised the question, Hasell writes that she prefers not to have the Sisters
on vans because "their habit confuses them with Roman Catholics, and it
is impractical for the rough work. Also they would have to take driver's
repair courses, etc.”2

Vanners were recruited by personal contact, by notices placed in
G.B.R.E. and W.A, publications as well as in the Church press both in
Canada and Britain, and later in the United States. Interested women
were then sent a copy of the qualifications chuirod.3 Their term of
service was for at lecast five wmonths, although excéptions were often made
for teachers. In later years British vanners were required to remain for
eighteen months because of the cost of truansportation.

Hasell had representatives across Canada who interviewed candidates
for her but she always met the British girls personally and examined their
credentials. They were required to produce two references, one of which
was to be from their clergyman, and included the following seven questions:

Was the applicant a rcgular and confirmed Communicant; what was her real

1 . . A . ) . .
An Anglican order established in Canada in 1884, and "interested iIn
parochial and social and educational work.'" See Carrington, op. cit.,
p. 201,

2In Dalemain papers.

“Sce Appendix IX (A) for a copy. In her Report, 1947, p. 24, Hasell
complains, "On the date the vans should start, May 15th, I was still short
six drivers and six tecachers. I went on appealing, writing endless letters
and putting advertiscments in the Church and secular paper
volunteered from the Episcopal Church in the U. §5. Ao, s0
vans went out."

. Two drivers
inally all the
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reason for voluntcering, i.c., '"is she missionary hearted or is it simply
4 love of adventurc?’ Her woral standard was examined - "Do you think
she would act with discretion among young unmarricd men?'; was she ''good-
tempered and easy to get on with under difficult circumstances'; was she
easily discouraged and would the applicant be a good Sunday School
teacher? And finally, would her teaching on the Bible and Prayer Book be
sound?

A doctor's certificate was also required, which among other details
certified that the candidate's digestion was strong. The volunteers were
given a copy of regulations to which they were expected to adhere,
although onc vanner remarked that Miss Hasell "'gave you your head as
long as you stayed within her idea of the 'right!'."

The driver of the van gencrally did the cboking as well as vehicle
maintenance, leaving the teacher time for arrangements and preparation,
although frequently both women taught and then the chores were shared.
Those who worked during the summer only, taught vacation Bible schools
and Sunday School, and gave Bible lessons in day school out of hours.
They also taught lessons in camps, or any other appropriate place,
Cnroilcd children in the S$.5.P., and visited homes. They pave addresses
to adults on religious tcaching, found children for baptism and confir-
mation, and taught Sunday School teachewrs how to teach. At the end of

2
the summer they filled out detailed reports.

1Sce Appendix IX (B) for a copy of the Regulations.

2See Appendix 1X (C) for an example. Ilasell, in addition, left
her successors detailed lists of families, their children's names and
ages, church affiliation and comments such as: '"Reliable old timer;
be sure to call, if possible stay for mcal'; "Nice to sleep here, very
kind and keen'; "Poor Ukrainian family--rough type,' etc.
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Those who stayed the winter had additional responsibilities. They
had lay readers' licences (as did many summer workers) and therefore
could take services. In certain dioceses cassocks and mortar boards were
worn if speaking from the pulpit, in others they were not, according to
the desire of the local congregation. They taught Sunday School on a
long-term, regular basis, had week-day activities for young people, organ-
ized Christmas and Easter pagecants or plays, and prepared Confirmation
candidates. It was a busy lifc and occasionally conscientious workers
over-extended and became quite 111, simply from exhaustion, as Hasell's
Reports bear witness.

In return for their hard work, spartan living conditions and days
of lonecliness, the vanners received no salary; on the contrary, many paid
their own way. Those unable to do so were provided with return travelling
expenses from their homes to the base of their operations, their board,
insurance against accidents and a guarantee that they would be looked
after when sick.1 The winter workers, lascll reported, "are given salar-
ies by the Bishops.... They have two wecks holiday with some money at the
end of the van scason and in the Spring. [ pay the British National

. . . . 2. .
lHealth and Pension contributions while they are away." The salary, in

R

1961, was $50 a month plus room and board, while the holiday money

1A letter to the author from Sybil Bryans of Leeds, England, shows
how well this was done: "...I had to go into Winnipeg General Hospital
for an operation.... The Caravan Fund had to pay my Hospital fees under
the Agreement, and thesc, being heavy, must have been a worry to Miss
Hasell. The situation might have been worse but for the great generosity
of the Surgeon who operated on me--Dr. R. L. Cooke of the Manitoba Cancer
Clinic--and the Anaesthetist, who both took no charge for their services.

Miss Hasell and Miss Sayle came to see me in the Hospital and
brought me flowers. In spite of the problem my illness had caused Miss
Hasell, she was good enough to say that she had been glad to have me as
one of the workers."

2832951, 1965, p. 6.
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consisted of $100 per ycar. They were also allowed some financial help
to purchase winter clothing, but no cxact figurce is available.

When one realizes that "Many of these workers have given up salar-
ied posts and cven sold a house and car to Come,“l then the magnitude of
their contribution and devotion becomes apparent, especially for those
who served for several ycars., Miss Hasell, however, could never understand
that for some vanners, no matter their degree of wmotivation, willingness
and dedication, the financial strain was such that prolonged service was
impossible. She complains repeatedly, "I cannot understand why there is
such a shortage of teachers and drivers.... It must be the germ of mater-

2
ialism."” Usually it was not the germ of materialism at all, but the
healthy antibody of dignified self-preservation.

Although Hasell never mentions discipline pfoblcms in her Reports,
letters show that occasionally, but surprisingly seldom, personality con-
flicts between vanning partners caused a dilemma. In one such instance,
the Bishop of Athabaska wrote to Hasell, "On at least two of the vans in
this Diocese this summer it is reported that the girls' work was damaged
by their difficulty in getting along with each other or at least in keep-
ing disagreements from the public."”

And at least once an irate parent castigated Hasell for neglect:
War had just been declared and Hasell and Sayle decided to return to
England immediately to help where they could. The British girls were
informed of this and given the choice of either leaving their vans ecarly
or finishing the season. On October 12, 1935, Hasell received the follow-

ing: "I was astounded to lcarn that you and Miss Sayle had returned and

Ybia., 1946, p. 25,

7
“Ibid., 1948, p. 12.
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that the girls had been left behind.. .. [I] sincerely regret that she [her
daughter] ever did go [to Canadu].”l With the girls legally of age, and
having made their own decisions to return to Lngland or to finish their
terms, the letter is rather remarkable. Unfortunately, Hasell's answer
is no longer extant.

Very infrequently, the placing of vanners caused some problems. One
such occasion occurred in the Diocese of Cariboo in 1961.2 Miss Grace
Solly, Diccesan Secretary, informed Hasell in a very polite and warm
letter that a change had been necessitated in the staffing of a van
because of desperately nceded personnel for a Church camp. Miss Hasell
was infuriated:

"Bishop Dean did not expect you to arrange all this without con-
sulting me and I am writing to tell him that I am very upset
about it all," she raged. "No Diocesan Secretary in any diocese
across Canada interferes with the Van workers without even tell-
ing me.... I have not provided...workers to go to Camps.... If
there is no other work for St. Bridget to do than to house two
workers in Camps I must have the money returned as it was not
just given for Camp work., Somcone must have given you a wrong
idea of the Caravan Mission. It is not run like the Diocese of
Calgary.... I am sure that you thought you wecre doing it for the
best but I know that you have given me much trouble and endless
things to c¢lecar up, all of which could have been avoided if you
had telegraphed me collect. Why did you not send a telegram
collect? I have still no particulars about Miss Stainton, 'good
type' tells me nothing."

When this letter came to the Bishop's attention, he was most
perturbed:

I have your letter of July 16th., I am of coursc naturally sorry
that you have been upsct by any steps Miss Solly may have taken.
I can only say that if she had not taken these steps it is likely
that the vans would still be immobile. She acted under my full

1Both letters in the Dalemain papers. The Bishop's letter is dated
October 18, 1952,

2, . . . . .
The letters for this section arce all in the Dalemain papers. The
Bishop is Bishop Ralph Stanley Dcan, consccrated Bishop in 1957.
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authority and | support her actions entirely.

Surely you must recognize that only those on the spot can
make the day to day arrangements.... Your letter forces me to
raise the fundamental issue. It is simply this--that when the
vans enter my Diocese they and their occupants must be regarded
as being under my direction to serve where I think best. This
may be a policy which does not commend itself to you but in all
honesty I must say that I would not be prepared to accept the
vans in future unless this procedurc can be followed.

Hasell hastily retreated. She answercd Bishop Dean:

_..1 had no idea that this was your order or I would not have

suggested that they should do anything elsec.... With regard to
your wishes that 'when the vans enter my diocese they and their
occupants must be regarded as being under my direction....' This
has been my policy from 1920 onwards and still is in all the
dioceses where I have provided vans and workers, and 1 do not
wish anything else.... 1 certainly can promise that this policy
will be carried out in subscquent years....

The entire unfortunate incident is indicative of how difficult it
was for Hasell to accept decisions made by anyonc other than herself, and
how quick she was to vent her spleen when she blamed the infraction on a
subordinate. This is not to say that she would have accepted the same

decision made by the bishop with total cquanimity, but her response would

probably have been a trifle morc moderate.

Finances
Miss Hascll financed her work in various ways. Both Lva and her
sister Dorothy were generous with their own moncy and up to 1923, they

carried the expenses of the caravans personally, with the aid of friends

L ) . 1 o -
in England and various collections. in 1923, however, the Dominion Board

1. . . . o . . .
So the G.B.R.E. Report of 1923, p. 5. The Occasional Paper, No.
135(1923): p. 25, gives morc details: "Since her return from Canada

last November [1922] she has collected 5430, Out of this £104 had to

go to repay a loan made for work in 1022, The work this ycar needs 3641,
so Miss Itasell has had to borrow 315, on which she has to pay interest.
The Diocese of Newcastle hopes to raise $300 for the van in which Miss
Hasell will travel this ycar in Bdmonton Diocese....

"
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of the W.A, made grants for this work to the Dioceses of Calgary and
Qu'Appelle, and in the spring of 1924, the G.B.R.E. appealed for voluntary
contributions by the Church at large to be made to the caravan fund. The
M.5.C.C. contributed, while the W.,A. remaincd a source of generous support
until 1940, when Miss llasell, in a tiff about suggestions that a new van
committee should be formed, wrote to the Primate, "I have told all the
Western Bishops that have Vans I will be responsible for finding all the
workers and funds for next summer's work. [ have also replied to Canon
Dixon's letter of the M.S.C.C. saying 1 nced no help from his Society for
Van work, and I shall also not appeal anymore to the Dominion Board of
the W.A. They have sent me $275.00 for winter workcrs.”1

In the carly years, hefore Dorothy's death, certain ladies of the
Penrith arca, directed by Miss €. Monnington, regulérly staged dramatic
performances in aid of the Caravan Fund. Yellowed newspaper clippings
recall: "A very charming representation of ‘As You Like It' was given on
Saturday in the beautiful grounds of the Belsfield Hotel, Windermere, by
Miss €. Monnington and her party of over twenty ladies...the proceeds will
be given intact to Miss Eva Hasell's 'Western Canada Caravan Fund'...."
Again, "Greek Play in Carlisle: Performance by Penrith Ladies...in aid
of...Miss E. IHasell's Western Caravan Fund"; "Greek Play at Penrith: Help-
ing Miss Hasell's Work in Canada'; and 'Penrith Amateur Dramatists at

. 2
Windermere.,"

1 . . .
Letter dated November 7th, 1940, in General Synod Archives, Toronto.

zThesc clippings, not dated except for one marked '"8.2.27" were
graciously sent to the writer by Miss Bowser. The women played all charac-
ters in the given play, male and female, and so Dorothy llasell "excelled
herself" as King Henry VIII; Miss Bowser "lived the part'" of the ruined
Wolsey,; Miss C. Monnington, "as Iphigenia, touched a high level of dramatic
power'" and so on. The funds they raiscd were impressive--according to the
newspaper accounts, _£35 for a single performance was quitc usual.
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Always the largest source ot income, however, was the lecture tour
undertaken by both Hasell and Sayle. 1In spring and fall they travelled
in Canada and somctimes in the United States as well, and during the
winter, in Britain. They gencrally arrived in England a week or so before
Christmas, spent the holiday season at Dacre Lodge, and then each went her
scparate way to tell the caravan story. Sayle usually covered the southern
parts of England, and Hasell the northern areas, Scotland and Ireland.

In some years even the Channel Islands were visited.

Hasell's speaking schedule was always onerous, occasionally with
four engagements a day in Anglican schools, churches, ladies' groups and
similar places. During the winter of 1940-41, for example, she lectured
130 times and travelled 12,000 miles, while Sayle spokc sixty-five times
and travelled 8,500 miles. Florence Seager, a vanner and former secretary
to the Bishop of Carlisle, remembers that very few vanners were given
permission by Hasell to speak at public gatherings, even though this
would have substantially cased lHascll's own load. The reason was partly
that she wished to keep control of everything, but also that she was
afraid the mission might be misrepresented and only the adventurous
aspects presented. Yet Hascll hersclf leans hcavily towards "scalps and
romance' as her books verify. Thesc speaking tours acquainted groups and
individuals with the mission and resulted in general gitts but also in
contributions for specific projects. So lasell notes in her Report, 1935,
that "the children of Yorkshire gave §300 for a caravan and equipment in
Northern Alberta.... Two anonymous donors cach gave a van''; in 1937 the
Episcopal Church in Scotland donated money for a van; in 1936, "a generous

gift was given to me for a church by an unknown friend in Eastbourne'; in

1942, "The Women's Auxiliary of the Dioceses of Altany, Central New York,
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Newark, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Washington, Western New York, and
Virginia all contributed”; in 1947 four ncw vans were donated by anonymous
British women, and so on., In 1955, faced with continuing financial prob-
lems, Hasell suggested, "Perhaps it might be possible to have a Sale of
Work or Entertainments in aid of the Fund."”

Hasell did not open her financial records to the public as readily
as she distributed her Reports, but she frequently refers to financial
matters, and seldom without a sense of urgency. As early as 1937 she
deplored a debt of #800 for $.S.P. material: "The crisis has been staved
off for another year by the generous gifts of personal friends, one
sending 200 of her capital." TIn 1939 the shortage arosc because of
refugees and fear of war.

Certainly with the beginning of World Wa£ IT Hasell's financial
problems increased substantially, both because the British Government
curtailed the export of foreign currency, and because of the falling value
of the pound. In 1940 she was allowed 0n1y:§l,700, "a quarter of what 1
generally bring out," and in 1947 she lost $1,000 because of devaluation.
She mentions that there were insufficient funds to run the caravans all
sumner, so "I lent some of wmy own money.... I am glad to say [ was able
to repay myself just in time." Becausc of a further twenty-five percent
cut made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer in 1949, Hasell was allowed
to bring out only $2,412 for the support of twenty-one workers: "I
appealed [to the Archbishop of Canterbury, Col. Allan Dower, M. P., and
to Sir Stafford Cripps], but the Treasury was adamant....'

From this time on, Hascll refers more and more frequently to money

matters. In the 1951 Report she pleads, "Please help over funds, I am

1 . .
Letters 1n Dalemain papers.
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dreadfully short of money.' In 1952 she seld a Caravan Fund investment

which had been held for emerpencies--"It was sad to have to use it'; "1954

was a difficult year, financially.... Before leaving Canada, I ordered
three new caravans. I had no money for any of them.... The British Fund
was badly overdrawn.... [t was all a great anxiety." "The overdraft of

$800 in the Caravan Fund at the end of the year, 1958, was most depressing
.... Canada gives threc-quarters at least of the money required for the
whole mission.' And so the lament continued.

There is no question that the cost of everything connected with
caravaning had increased phenomenally. For one example only, in 1925 the
new "St. David' van, fully equipped, cost $1,533.60; in 1963 the "St.
Francis' required $4,208. But this was the situation everywherc across
the country. Van work had not been singled out for the wrath of inflation's
god. Hasell, however, had her own rationale as to why times were so fin-
ancially difficult--materialism was rotting the soul of the British and
Canadian Churchman and hence also his pocket-book. In a very typical
comment of the time she writes, "The growth of materialism 1is what we
have to fight in this matter, as in others. Business is more important
than Christjunity.“l She reasoned in her singularly characteristic way
that the British, especially, should be generous, because with the large
influx of Britons to Canada, '"there.should be more employment for those
who remain, less people needing food" and therefore, obviously, more riches
to be shared.

The extent to which ltasell followed her own dictum is not at all

clear. She was very gencrous with her income und used all of it for the

1Repor§, 1948, p. 27.




-56-
needs of the mission, but she never touched her own principal, which was
considerable. She gratefully mentions friends lending money from their
capital funds, often interest free, but she herself never used her own.
It is entirely possible that she saw thesc funds as her last, desperate
resort, should all else fail, and this time simply never arrived, in her
estimation.

It is interesting to note that in the area of finance, Hasell used
some of the methods of so-called "faith missions.'" Because the caravan
work was not endowed or otherwise underwritten by the Anglican Church even
though the Church gave her its full moral support, Hasell gathered the
needed funds by itincrate lecturing with slides and other suitable illus-
trations. Then also, she frequently 'stepped out in faith" when new
cquipment was nceded and no funds were available. So she writes in 1959,
"] ordered the four vans in faith in November, directly after the [Regina]
fire. 1 had no money for them except the insurancc."1 Again, "Carly in
spring 1 ordered in faith, a new St. George Caravan.... I had no money for
this Van but 1 am collecting it in Cannda."z These were not isolated
incidents, but a way of life for llasell.

Except for the few ycars (1925-1929 for financial purposes) when
the Joint Van Committee was in operation, all funds for the mission passed
through Hasell hands. In 1930, Dorothy llasell assumed full control as
Treasurer, and after her death in 1936, [Eva herself handled the funds
until 1972, with a sccretary at Dacre Lodge to assist, and her solicitor,

Mr. Verey, to advisc. In her Reports, llasell mentions borrowing money,

lngo:E) 1959, p. 5.

Ibid., 1955, p. 29.
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arranging for over-extensions, disposing of bequests and investing for
the mission, as well as collecting through lectures and private contacts.
Obviously she kept the financial vreins of her organization firmly in her

own hands.

The Joint Van Committce

Several references have already been made to the Joint Van Committee.
As Miss Hascll's work progresscd into its fourth year, some questions
arose at the annual mecting of the G.B.R.E. in 1924 in regard to the exact
nature of her work and its relation to the official Church Boards. As a
result of this discussion, it was resolved to arrange a conference between
representatives of the M.S.C.C., the W.A., and the G.B.R.L. regarding
future arrangements for caravan work.l Obviously there was some official
concern about an independent mission gaining momentum among Western
Canada's Anglicans.

The conference duly convened on October 8, 1924, and here it was
decided that a sub-committee should confer with Miss Hasell on November §,
when she was scheduled to be in Toronto. At this November meeting it was
agreed that "a Joint Committec, representative of the G.B.R.E. and of the
W.A. be appointed to act in conjunction with Miss Hasell in refercnce to

2
Van Work."" The duties of the Committce were outlined as follows :

1. That all questions of requests for vans and for workers as

1Thc material for this section is taken from Minutes and notes
referring to the G.B.R.E. Joint Committee, CGeneral Synod Archives, Toronto.
The M.S.C.C. later decided not to participate in the Committec for reasons
of policy and finance,

2The G.B.R.E. representatives were Dr. R. A, Hiltz (the General
Secretary), Rev. A, N, Barclay (the Bditorial Secretary), and Mr. R. W,
Allin. The W.A. members were Mrs. Ferrabee, Miss Halson, Mrs. Donaldson
and Miss Cartwright.
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well as all offers for service would go to this committee.

2. That all moneys collected for Van Work (in Canada) should

pass through the hands of a Treasurer appointed by this
committec,

3. That all applications for grants of literature should be made
by the Bishop of the Diocese and in cach case the name of the
person authorized to order such supplies should be given.

S A S S ]
t

4. That as far as it was possible and economical, supplies pro-
cured in Canada should be used.

The first meeting of the Joint Van Committee took place on May 11,
1925, chaired by Dr. Hiltz.1 Ostensibly the relationship between Hasell
and the Committec began cordially enough. She was a devoted Churchwoman

and was reasonable about an active relationship with an official Church

SRR

Board.

During the course of the next four ycars the Committee, with Miss
Hasell, decided to use Canadian workers whenever possible, with the
following method of accepting them: "Miss lasell reporting to the Com-

mittee and the Committee reporting to Miss Hasell such workers as had

SRR

applied, and the two mutually agrecing to the appointment." After the
vanners were chosen, Dr. Hiltz assigned them to specific vans, and Hasell
either adjusted the recommendations or accepted them. The method was
obviously awkward, and both parties werc unhappy with it.

There were also other problems. At the May 8, 1928 meeting, Dr.

Hiltz pointed out that the "wholc future of the Van Work depended largely

SRR

upon two things, viz: 1Ist, That a larger support for the work he secured

) S ' . . . L. . e s . .

This same Dr. Hiltz allegedly had distributed a Christian Education
pamphlet he had written and inadvertently entitled, How to Hold Our Older
Girls. He was about to find from practical experience how to alienate

them without really trying.

2, .: . . . . ;
Minutes of the Joint Committece, April 19, 1926.

SRR
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in Canada. 2nd, That more workers be sccured in Canada.' Miss Hasell,
while quite amenable to the concept of larger Canadian support, felt
strongly that her decision regarding workers should be decisive, and on
November 16, 1928, she requested that she "in consultation with each
Western Bishop allocate the workers to the Vans," by-passing the Committee
altogether on this point,

On February 7, 1929, without Miss llasecll present, the Joint Committee
resolved: "That, with a view to cxpediting the appointment of Van Workers,
the names of applicants submitted at the Autumn meeting of the Joint Com-
mittee, be passcd upon at that time for acceptance or otherwise, and that
the Joint Committee then procecd to secure as many Canadian workers as
possible...and that only after this, should Miss Hasell proceed to secure
additional workers required to fill the remaining vacancies."

A crisis seemed imminent when, on March 5, it was icarned that the
list of workers submitted by Miss flasell for 1929, took no cognizance of
the Canadian applicants tentatively accepted by the Committee. Both a
cable and letter were sent to llasell immediately, stating, ''...the names
of the Canadian workers submitted by the Committce to Miss Hasell on
February 9th, being fully qualified...must be accepted, and...only the
vacancies still remaining can be filled by the names submitted by Miss
Hascll.”l ftasell cabled acceptance of the Canadian workers. She explained
that the relevant page of Dr. Hiltz's letter had adhered to another page
and had therefore been overloocked, and she apologized to the Committec for
the delay in acceptance.

In the meantime, however, the Joint Committee had been considering

"Future Policy,'" and without Hasell present, decided that the Canadian

chtter from Dr. Hiltz in General Synod Archives.
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Church should gradually assume full responsibility for the caravan work.
As expedient and understandable as this decision might be in terms of the
desire for autonomy within the Canadian Church, it was most injudicious
when made in Hasell's absence, and in connection with a work of which she
was founder. To compound the indiscretion, the secretary inadvertently
and most unfortunately omitted the word "gradually' from the original
minutes, Although it was added when the Committee next met and amended
the minutes, the damage had been done.

Hasell, when she rcceived the original account, was livid. She
understood it to mean that the Joint Committee was endeavouring to cut
her off from her own work, and she reacted accordingly. First she wrote
Dr. Hiltz requesting an cxplanation. Without waiting for a reply she
wrote to the Primate, Archbishop Matheson, and also éo the bishops of the
dioceses involved in van work., As a vesult, Dr. Hiltz was innundated by
letters from these clerics requesting explanations.

In the hope of salvaging the situation, a meceting of the Committec
was called for May 13, 1929, when dasell was cxpected to be in Toronto.
Hlowever, before the scheduled meeting, Hasell cabled that her boat had
been delayed and she would not be in Toronto until the day following.
Because several members could not stay over in Toronto, the Committee con-
vened as scheduled, naturally without Hascll. They discussed the mis-
understanding at length and finally passcd a Resolution requesting Hasell
to write to all the bishops with whom she had previously communicated,
advising them that her former letter was due to a misinterpretation of
the meaning of the Committee's action. When Miss Hasell met with a sub-

committee the following day, she agreed to this resolution. The secretary

rccorded that the "discussion throughout was quite frank and
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kindly....

The Committee had, however, reckoned without Hasecll's stern sense
of justice. The letter of clarification which she had agreed to write,
recad as follows:

Dear Lord Bishop:
Dr. Hiltz, the Chairman of the Joint Committee on Van

Wwork, wishes me to explain that the impression given by the
words in the minutes of the March 5 mecting on "TFuture Policy,
etc.' was not that which they certainly conveyed. [f that is
so, it is strange that the Secrctary should have recorded them
thus.

Yours very sincerely,

) . . 2

(sgd.) F. H. E. Hasell.

The Committee felt angry and humiliated, although the meeting min-
utes record only that "this letter was not at all satisfactory and that
it was couched in terms discourtcous to the Committee." But what Hasell
had written, she had written and she would not retract.

Now considerable time and cnergy were expended in an effort to work
out arrangements for the appointment of van workers and finances, the two

. . e S . . .
major points of difference,” which would be satisfactory both to the Com-

mittec and Miss Hasell. These excrtions ceased abruptly when Hasell

tstated in writing that she would not work with the Joint Van Committee....
The G.B.R.E., meeting in October, 1929 and informed of Hasell's action,

accepted her decision.  They did not: appoint a new Joint Committec but

1,.. . . . . . . .
All information from Minutes of the Joint Committee, 1929.

2,,. . . . .
Minutes of the Joint Committec, Junc 20, 1629. Also in "Memo Re:
Van Committee."

“Finances were part of the "Futurc Policy" which sought to involve
the Canadian Church more heavily in the support of the caravans, while
the method of sccuring workers favoured by lascll was for rccommendations
by the Joint Committee to be referred to her, with final approval her
prerogative in consultation with the Bishops. The Committee favoured
joint approval by ilasell and themselves.
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instead decided to assist van work in response to requests from individual
bishops. The W.A. followed suit.

Shortly thercafter, following the annual mecting of the House of
Bishops for the Province of Rupert's Land, Bishop Lloyd wrote to Hasell:

The whole matter of the Vans came up for discussion...and your
letters were brought up saying that you could not work with the
Committee in Toronto. One or two of the Bishops took strong
ground against you and in favour of the Toronto Committee....
I was supported by the Bishop of Athabaska and took the ground
that you had begun this work before the Toronto Committee was
in existence, and if you couldn't work together it was better
to put it back wherc it was before and let the Toronto Com-
mittce drop out. But some of the expressions of the Bishops were
pretty stringent as to the impossibility of any body working
with you for very long. However, the ultimatc decision was to
leave everything to the individual Bishop to do as they thought
best, .. .1
Hasell's reply, "Thank you so much for all you said and did at the General
Synod to help me...."

The matter appcarcd settled, but this was not to be.

In 1940, Archbishop Derwyn T. Owen innocently suggested to Hascll
that she meet with the Bishop of Niagara, Wilmot B. Broughall, and with
Mrs. Donaldson of the W.A., apparently in the hope that the Church Boards
could again officially work in co-operation with lasell. 1In a letter
dated November 7, however, she answered brusquely, "1 want to make quite
clear that I cannot meet with any commitice in conncction with Van Work,"
and again, "I cannot work with Mrs. bonaldson, Dr. Hiltz or Dr. Rogers
so it is no use talking things over with them or the Bp. of Niagara....

I know it will ruin the Van Work to have a committee and 1 cannot agree

o)
to work with one."”

1 . - . : . o
Letter dated April 1, 1930, in the Dalemain papers. The Bishop of
Athabaska was Bishop Edwin . Robins, who resigned later that year.

-
See Appendix X for a copy of the letter, which includes reasons
for her adamant stand.

R
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Feeling as keenly as she did, tlasell then resorted to a ploy which
had become a pattern for her--she threatenced to withdraw financial support.
In this instance she warned the Primate, "I have...arranged in my will to
lecave a sum of money to the Caravan Fund.... I cannot leave this bequest
in my will if a Board or Committee is constituted in Canada to manage the
work."

Naturally the Archbishop was interested in knowing the whole story
and contacted Dr. Hiltz. The latter replicd with a letter and two state-
ments--one a brief history of the formation of the Committee, the other
a rebuttal of lasell's contontions.1 The Archbishop made no further
attempt to contain Miss Hasell in any way. 1t was not until 1973 when
Hasell relinquished control that the Canadian Church moved to exercise
anything but diocesan authority over the caravan mission.

The Colonial and Continental Church
Society Controversy

At the same time that there were difficulties between Miss Hasell
and the Joint Van Committee in 1929-1930, she was also embroiled in an
acrimonious dispute with the Colonial and Continental Church Socicty
((,?.C.C.S.).2 It all began innocently cnough.

The Ladies' Association of the C.C.C.S. in their annual report
for 1928-1929, included a picturc of Miss llasell's "'St. George' van and
incorrectly labelled it as the S.S8.P. van. This mistake was followed,
however, by another C.C.C.5. report (no date) showing yet a di fferent one

of Hasell's vans and a worker digging it out of the mud, under the caption,

1See Appendix XI for the rebuttal.

,) .
The letters quoted in this section are all found in the Dalemain
papers.
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“what the Society [C.C.C.S.] is Doing Today." llard on the heels of these
incorrect claims was another article, "By Post and By Van' which again

claimed the van work as C.C.C.S.%'s own, and a similar allegation appeared

in The Greater Britain Messenger. The mistakes could perhaps be partially

explained by the fact that the C.C.C.5. did suppert two of their own vans
in the Diocese of QutAppelle and carcless rescarch in England took for
granted that therefore all vans in Western Canada were affiliated with
their Society.

If there was indeed such reasoning, it was of course inexcusable,
and for lasell the whole issue bordered on blasphemy. When the articles
in question were brought to her attention, she immediately wrote to Miss
Saunders of the C.C.C.S. and in addition to noting the articles, also
raged that she had been informed that the Liverpool Mothers' Union had
donated a van to the Society, thinking it was synonymous with her own

caravan mission. This letter was followed by one on lebruary 3, 1930,

addressed to Mr. Bate of the C.C.C.S., in which she demanded:

I want an c¢xplanation and an apology from your Society as soon

as possible, also a promise that it will never happen again and

a promisc that some explanation may be put in the Greater Britain
Messenger saying 1 started the van work and gave the two Sunday
School Mission Vans. ... 1f the Society does not promise to tell
all the speakers about my work and make it quite clear, I shall
have to ask the Bishop of Saskatchewan [Bishop Lioyd] and the
Primate of Canada [Archbishop Matheson] to take up the matter....
1 do not wish in futurc any of my workers to put any articles

or photos in your magazine...and T shall take a Creater Britain
Messenger just on purpose to sce nothing more is put in. All

the money scnt to you for van work ought to be paid over to me.

Mr. Bate answered this attack immediately. He bristled, ", ..those

responsible for the conduct of the Society will decline to be moved by

such threats as you make in your letter.... Meanwhile I am considering

whether I ought not to send a copy of your letter to the Bishop of
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Saskatchewan and to other people concerned in order that they may know
the attitude you have adopted.”

The news of Hasell's altercation with the C.C.C.S. was received
among her intimates with consternation and concern. Her friend Gwen, most
probably Gwen Davies with whom she travelled to Canada on several occa-
sions, and who signed herself, "Your devoted old hound,'" wrote immediately,
"Now dear, listen carcfully to your Uncle Gwen; can you get sick and put
off that committee meeting for a month and write them [the C.C.C.S.] a
sweet letter? I gather something or other you wrote ncarly caused tears
in the office.” She adds, "Go to your beloved Italy and rest...."

But ltasell had stirred the cauldron once too often to withdraw now.
On February 24, Dr. A. W. Davics, head of the Society, wrote to her: ''You
will forgive my saying that it must have been rather difficult for the
sceretary of any Socicty, however guilty, to bear with cquilibrium the
blows which you dealt.,”

Hasell began to retreat. On March 4, Dr. Davies acknowledged a
communication from her: "I am glad to scec your letter of 17th January.

If you had found it possible to maintain the samc tone in your subsequent
correspondence it might (I say might) have been possible to find a way
through."

Now Hascell showed signs of reluctant retraction. Writing to Dr.
Bate on March 11, she rather archly offered: "I should like to withdraw
my letter to you dated February 3vd to which vour committec took excep-
tion...." She continued to request, understandably, but in less imperious

tones, that the C.C.C.S. acknowledge that she and not they had bought the

Hasell was never again te take a holiday of more than a few days
and never at all to return to her "beloved Ttaly" in her remaining
fifty-eight years.
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two Saskatchewan vans.  Dr. Davies, on behalf of the Society, answered
warmly, "I was very glad to get your letter of the 1Tth.... It cannot have
been very easy to write and 1 greatly appreciate the spirit which prompted
you to write it,"
At the same time that Hasell was apologizing after a fashion to Dr.

Bate, she was doing her utmost to have the C.C.C.S. vans removed from the
Diocese of Saskatchewan. Again she resorted to threats. On April 1,
1930, Bishop Lloyd rebuked her:

If you take the ground...you have done, that if the C.C.C.S. cars

are allowed to work in this Diocese, you will withdraw your cars,

then all 1 can regretfully say is, you must withdraw them, because

no Bishop out in the west would allow anyone outside of the Diocese

to dictate as to what he may or may not do inside his Diocese....

[t 1 heard your letter aright, then I think you are going to ruin

your own work by taking a very narrow personal view of it, and if

you keep to that statement that you will withdraw your two vans,

then my answer must be plainly stated, that you must withdraw them.

It would be a great misfortune and it will exposec me to a certain

amount of 'l told you so' from the other Bishops who took the

opposite ground in the Provincial Synod, but I can't help that if

you take that attitude.

Hascll was chastened. She hastencd to assure the Bishop, "It was

far from my thoughts to dictate to any Bishop least of all to you.... I
am sorry I expressed my letter so badly that it gave you that impression."

The storm was over. The work could continue, but Eva llasell had not

enhanced her personal image in the cyes of the bishops of Western Canada.

Hler Work

Whether administered by a committee or by an authoritarian Eva
Hasell, the caravan mission was of consequence to the Anglican Church and
of considerable importance to the settlers. Financially, it is sometimes
difficult to know from reports whether a particular donation was Miss
Hasell's private gift or whether it was collected money. For example,

Bishop G. A. Rix writes in the North British Columbia News (n.d.), "On
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Sunday morning we motored to the log church [Sunset Prairie in the Peace
River country] recently finished by the gencrosity of Miss Eva Hasell,"
while Hascll hersclf mentions building that same church with §£100 given
by an anonymous donor in the Carlisle Diocecse. To further blur the pic-
ture, Iris Sayle, in a letter dated October 25, 1929, notes that Hasell
personally gave $500 for this identical building. In this instance one
must conclude it was a co-operative affair.

Sometimes Bishop Rix is more explicit, as when he comments on the
new Christ Church in Pouce Coupé&: "The cost of this new Church has been
provided in part by Miss Hasell, who raised $500 in England, and the con-

. . . . 1
gregation of Christ Church, Harrogate, who gave a further §800...."

4

Hascell not only helped with the building, she also supplied furn-
ishings for these embryonic churches. The Sunset Prairie congregation
received "a cross, vases, Communion vessecls and altar linen,'" as well as
hymn books which had been donated to her in Ingland by a "Mrs. M.'" The
hymn books arrived with a bit of ua history. lasell recounts how '"the
back door [of the van] burst open on the rough road and the packet burst,
and Iris had to walk behind picking up A and M books." Sunset Prairie
also received an harmonium donated by Hasell's home parish of Dacre, while
relatives of "Mr. M." near Carlislc supplied ¥18. Frontal, linen and
Communion vessels were sent to Poucc‘Coupé; "frontal and hangings' to
Monte Crecek, B. C.; a font, prayer désk, lectern covers, carpet and '"oil
cloth" to Clear Hills, Alberta, and so on, almost endlessly.

On severdal occasions at least, Hasell was instrumental in procuring
the very land on which the church was built. 1In Fort St. John she asked:

Mr. P. if we could have an acre of land on the town site for a
church, He replicd that he could not give land on the town

1North British Columbia News, n.d., p. 145,
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site, but would sell an acre for fifty dollars...and when the
church was built he would give twenty-five towards the cost of
the building. 1 sent word to the Bishop who heartily approved....
The great point scems to me to be to buy land in a good position
before the railway comes and sends up prices.

In New Brunswick, instcad of buying up land before the railway made it
difficult, she saved it from the tourists, and collected funds outside of
the Diocese of Fredericton to buy a building lot for the church in a small

town which was being "bought up by Americans."

Hasell was concerned with the physical well-being of her extended

flock as well as with their spiritual needs. Nan Shipley, after an inter-
view with liasell, recounts that when:

...the inhabitants of Cherry Point begged Miss lasell to find
them a resident nurse, since the ncarest doctor was more than
100 miles away, she purchased a little cabin and outfitted it
to accommodate a year-round Sunday School and a nurse. The
girls who so valiantly undertook the responsibility, Audrey
Keillar and Doris Kenny, accomplished innumerable acts of
courage and kindness those first trying years. Doris Kenny,
the nurse, handled some very serious cases and once, in forty-
below-zero weather, took a sick woman by hand-sled up and down
dangerous hills fifty miles to a doctor. On more than onc
occasion she rode with an ailing child in her arms on horseback
the same distance.?

In her Report, 19338, Hasell refers to Nurse Kenny and Miss Keillar
as “"working without a salary; I provide board for them both and a small
honorarium of #2 a month out of the Caravan Fund. [Nurse Kenny] will have
to take a paid post in July, 1939, and Geraldine Burke...will take her
place. I paid her [Burke's] expcnges from Ireland out of the Caravan
Fund." llasell also recruited the first Red Cross nurse in the Fort St.
John arca of B. C., Miss A. Roberts, whosc unselfish scrvice rivalled

that of Miss Kennay.

1Hasell, Canyons, p. 304.

ZShiplcy, “She Blazes Trails in Canada's Wilds,™ Empire Digest
(April, 1951): p. 15.
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Another continuing concern for lasell was the education of children.
She notes with solicitude an arca in the Diocese of Athabaska where "Some
of the children have been in the district four years with no education.
The parents could not pay the School taxes, so the Government could not

. il L I . "
pay the Teacher. In the same diocese another district was without "even
a Day School, although some of the families had been there seven or eight
2
years.,"

These were, of course, the years of drought and depression, and the
governments of the western provinces simply did not have the funds to
supply schools in areas such as the Peace River country where settlements
were springing up cverywherc, fed by an urgent stream of the dislocated
from southern Saskatchewan and Alberta, as well as from the United States
and overseas. Hasell was cognizant of the situation, but her concern for
the youngsters involved triumphed over her innate respect for government,
and she wrote angrily to the provincial Minister of Education. She records
the situation as follows:

There are now forty children and still no Day School.... We had
reported this to the Assistant Minister of Education for the
Province of Alberta the previous year, but nothing had becn
done. After our visit in 1938 we wrote to the Minister of
Education and aguain remarked that scveral were children of
ex-servicemen, and that we should have to expose it in the
newspaper. After my letter, about November, the Inspector
arranged for the parents to put up a school. They all gave
free labour and procured the log513

Hasell refers to this incident again in her 1941 Report, when she

admits that she "went to Edmonton and bombarded the education authorities."

The account is interesting in itself but it also exposes to view ilasell’s

1§§port, 1934, p. 3.

2., .
Ibid., 1935, p. 8.

3
Ibid., 1938, p. 9.
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method of operation, including the thinly veiled threat--the iron fist
in the not-so-velvet glove. Perhaps not surprisingly she was almost
invariably successful in obtaining her demands because she generally had
a just cause, she herself spoke with self-assured authority, and she had
friends in high places. The particular incident recorded here occurred
in Alberta, but it could have happened in any of the provinces in which
the caravans operated, since Hasell was no stranger to provincial Ministers
of Education. In New Brunswick, for cxample, as late as 1948, she reported
a school open only thrce months in nine years. She visited a family in
the arca in which the daughter of fourteen could not read, and neither
could her mother or grandmother. The teacher shortage at this time was
acute throughout Canada as a tesult of both depression and war. Hasell
saw the conscquence of this in Canada's '"out-back," énd did what she could

to help her beloved children.

St. Nicholas' House

Closely connected with the sccular education of children was Hasell's
deep concern for their religious cducation., To this end she and her van-
ners collaborated closely with the S.S.P. and lasell did all she could to
support their work. In 1931 she purchased land and financed St. Nicholas'
House in Fairvicw, Alberta, where the $.S5.P. for the Diocese of Athabaska
could be located, and where Hascell hersélf stationed "three workers. There
are now 7,800 children on the S$.S8.P. in Athabaska Diocese."

In 1953 Bishop R. J. Picrce suggested to Hasell that St. Nicholas'

. 1
House be taken over by the diocese as "another step towards self-support.'

1Bishop Pierce's letter is in the balemain papers. Other letters,
unless otherwisce stated, quoted in this secction are in the Archives of
the Province of Alberta, released by Bishop Pierce at the request of
Dr. Ridge.
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In searching through the diocesan records, he had discovered an agreement
between Hasel! and Bishop Arthur Sovercign wherein lascll had deeded the
property to the Diocese of Athabaska, and the Diocesan Executive Council
decided it seemed appropriate at the present time to assume responsibility
for all the care and upkeep of St. Nicholas' House which Hasell had been
underwriting. As well, the diocesc desired greater continuity in the
5.5.P. than the vanners were able to provide, and so decided to hire an
S.5.P. Secretary,

Hasell answered Bishop Pierce with considerable indignation that
the lHouse was still legally hers--Bishop Soverecign may have signed the
agreement but she had not, thercfore the transfer of the Title Deed was
not binding upon her. She was equally piqued at the idea of the diocese
hiring an S.S.P. Secretary. "For 15 years I maintained a permanent Secre-
tary or Secretaries for the S. S. by P. but since the war it has been

LA S nl
difficult to find anyone.

Hasell consulted her lawyer, Mr. Philip Verey, and the matter might
have gone to the courts but for the fact that Bishop Pierce had no desire
to become legally or cven acrimoniously involved with Hasell. The Chan-
cellor of the diocese, Mr. R. Maitland, therefore wrote to the London
solicitors:

-..the Bishop does not wish Miss Hasell to have any feeling that
any agreement with her has not been fulfilled. I am, therefore,
instructed to say that if your client...feels that such a pro-
cedure is in conflict with her understanding of her arrangement
with Bishop Sovereign, the Diocese will arrange to reconvey to
her the title to the St. Nicholas' louse property, which is

presently registergd in the name of the Diocesc following her
transfer of title.~

chttcr to Chancellor Maitland, April 6, 1953.

5
“Letter dated March 25, 1953.
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Hasell did indeed wish the title rcconveyed to her: "I want all com-
pleted before April 30th. 1 must have the document scnt me by Air to sign.
i - . 1
I want the transfer deed made for myseclf and a copy to the Diocese.'” All
her demands were met. Bishop Pierce then asked Hasell to meet with the
Executive Committee of the Diocese to discuss remaining differences. 'So
much more can be accomplished by a face to face meeting than by the inter-
changing of letters.'" Consequently, Hascll and Sayle attended an extra-
ordinary meeting of the Executive Committce on May 25, 1953. The Synod
Journal for June, 1953, records the results:

At the last scssion of the Synod a resolution was passed asking
for greater continuity in the maintenance of our Sunday School

by Post work. Miss Hasell was not able to afford this to the
satisfaction of the Diocesan Board of Religious [ducation and

the Executive Committee.... Because Miss Hasell did not wish

us to take on this work ourselves in our own way at St. Nicholas'
llouse, which she had provided but which is now diocesan property,
your Exccutive Committee thought it proper to return St. Nicholas'
ltfouse to Miss Hasell.... The operation of our Sunday School by
Post has been transferred to Malvern lousc at Peace River.!

In spite of this potentially disastrous division, Hasell continued
to work in the Diocese of Athabaska for many years. As Bishop Plerce
writes, "Miss Hasell and 1 always had a happy personal relationship--we
differed from time to time on policy--|but] we understood cach other and

C 2
had an appreciation for cach other...."

It was not until 1967 that llascll finally turned the administration
of St. Nicholas' House over to diocesan authorities and even then she

-

retained title until her death in 1974.3

lLettcr dated April 6, 1953,

2
“Letter to Dr. Ridge, April 3, 1978. Unfortunately for Hasell, not
all bishops shared Dr. Picrce's sanguine outlook and nature.

3 .
According to a letter to the author from Archdeacon J. B. Owen,
dated March 17, 1978, "Miss llasell had initiated proceedings to have the
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St. Christopher's College, Victoria

St. Nicholas' House was not the only occasion on which Hasell
joined issue with ecclesiastical authority. The painful story of St.
Christopher's College, Victoria, is probably the prime cxample.

In October, 1920, the Ottawa Deancry Sunday School Association
passed a resolution asking that some steps be taken "towards the estab-
lishment in conncction with some existing Church Educational Institution
of a Department for the training of Canadian Diocesan Sunday School
Organizing Instructresses." Dr. Hiltz of the G.B.R.E. looked into the
matter and reported that only the Montrcal Diocesan College offered some
courses in this area, although '"the question of starting a St. Christo-
pher's College at Toronto to train teachers for the caravans was discus-
sed at the meeting of the General Synod.”1 Miss Hésell had raised this
issuc, of course. There were also others concerncd with the training of
Sunday School teachers, and on April 20, 1922, Archbishop S. . Matheson
wrote to ask Dr. Hiltz: "Have vou heard of a project for establishing a
Sunday School Teachers' Training College in Toronto, and which a Miss
Boszmquet2 of the Regina Railway Mission was interested in during her
lifetime.... The same lady was heart and soul in establishing a girls'

college in Regina under the Sisters of St. John.... My belief is that

property transferred before her death but due to some difficulty locating
the title deed (finally located in a safe at Dacre Lodge, Penrith) there
was considerable delay and the transfer was not complcted until after

her death."

lLetter from Dr. Hiltz to Mr. E. H. Godfrey, November 22, 1921.
Unless otherwise stated, letters in this section are found in the General
Synod Archives, Toronto.

2o - . . .

This was, of coursc, Aylmer Bosanquet. Dr. Hiltz in his reply to
Archbishop Matheson refers to her as '"Miss Bosanquet, who you may rememer,
did wonderful work in Regina and the West.,!




this small sum [carmarked 'College Fund Account'} belongs to the Regina
College...."

Dr. Hiltz knew of the matter., Mrs. Stuart Strathy, a Canadian resid-
ing in England in 1922, had written him that approximately $600 had been
collected: '"Just who was responsible for starting the fund I do not know,
but 1 presume that Miss Bosanquet and Mrs. Strathy worked together...."
Hiltz acknowledged that an "Institution similar to St. Christopher's,
Blackheath, would be of very grcat value to the Canadian Church.... There
is no doubt in my own mind that Miss Bosanquet and Mrs. Strathy raised
the money with the thought of establishing a Training School in Toronto.

1 am extremely doubtful, however, as to the practicability of such a
plan...."

Margaret Strathy must not have been aware of D;. Hiltz's reserva-
tions, however, because, on the advice of Bosanquet's solicitors, she
wrote on August 7, 1922, requesting whether he "would be willing to act

jointly with me as regard [sic] the funds raised by my friend," and out-

lining Bosanquet's hope of continuing 'the work begun at the Bishop

Strachan School in 1915 and terminating in 1916 owing to the lack of

workers and funds." Dr. Hiltz agreced to the request and authorized the

London solicitors to make the Bosanquet funds payable to Mrs. Strathy
alone, as requested, in order to facilitate opening the required account.

Y

Mrs. Strathy acknowledged the kindness and noted, "I hope still for a
St. Christopher's in Canada," but was willing to lecave the matter for
decision until such a time as she returned to Toronto and could discuss

it with Dr. Hiltz in person. e was equally polite: "I feel sure that

when you return to Canada and we have had an opportunity of going into

the whole question, we shall be able to reach a satisfactory conclusion
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as to the disposal of funds.”1

So the matter rested for ten years, until Eva ilascll became involved.
On April 29, 1932, Mrs. Strathy wrote Dr. Hiltz informing him that she
"was unable to call upon [him] before leaving Toronto,' but that, 'as you
know, [the fund] was left entirely in my charge" and consequently, she
had "lent" it to Miss Hasell for the next six months, "with a guarantee
in England - in order to save her the great loss that is inevitable at
the present moment when sterling has to be converted into dollars."

Dr. Hiltz took exception to the entire letter. lle "would gladly
have arranged to call" at her home had he rcalized she would find it
impossible to sec him. He was "rather puzzled' by Mrs. Strathy's statement
that the money was left "entirely in [her] charge" since they were joint
trustees. He did not wish to be hypercritical and ”wéuld not have you
think for a moment that I am raising any objection to your action’kin
lending Hasell the fund] but he did think he should have been consulted
before, not after the action. It was on this point that Dr. Hiltz
remained adamant - if he were indeed a joint trustee then the money must
immediately be transferred to a joint account, inconvenience notwithstand-
ing, so that unilateral action would henceforth be impossible.

When Dr. Hiltz and Mrs. Strathy finally met, on December 9, 1932,
it was agreed that the joint account would be opened forthwith, and that
Miss llasell would be notificd about repayment of the loan. Barely had
Mrs. Strathy returned to England, however, when she again reiterated her
conviction that Sﬁe was indeed the sole trustee and as such had decided

that, as Miss Hasell was about "to open a S. S. Training College in

1 -
Letter duted November 7, 1922,
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British Columbia...this scems the right moment to dispose of the fund
and allow it to be applicd to the purposcs for which it was raiscd.”l

In his polite and absolutely impcccable manner, Dr. Hiltz was
infuriated. He "suggested" (his word) that until Hasell had returned the
borrowed money and it was deposited jointly, there could he absolutely no
negotiation of any disposal of this fund, as legitimate as Hasell's pro-
posed training college might be. Further correspondence followed. The
end result was that Hasell returned the borrowed money but Mrs. Strathy
remained adamant that, as Miss Bosanquet's particular friend, and as
originator of the teachers' training fund, she had the sole right to
disperse these funds, and to Hasell if she wished. Dr. Hiltz in his turn
remained correct and legalistic. At long last Mrs. Strathy capitulated
and finally, on March 16, 1933, Dr. Hiltz acknowledéed formation of a
joint account, and gave the opinion that it would now be possible to con-
sider the disposal of this fund. 1f Hasell's proposed school was to be
the beneficiary, an encloscd list of questions satisfactorily answered
would enable him to give a "judgment' on the matter.

Eva Hasell hersclf answered the five questions: The proposed school
was to be for the training of both van and Sunday School teachers. The
Bishops of the Lcclesiastical Province of British Columbia had given it
their backing, asking lasell to contribute $200 a year to the project
while Miss Barbara Carlisle would do the same. Yes, there was an agree-
ment with the bishops as to staff and curriculum. Hopefully the school
would be of a long term duration, at least five or ten years. There

seemed no more satistfactory place for the schoel than Victoria, because

1 , .
Letter dated January 29, 1933.
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of the availability of a suitable building.

Still the scrupulous Hiltz was not suatisfied: Were there documents
prepared and signed between Hasell and the bishops, not verbal agreements,
but actual legal documents? And could he sec them, if there were? When
he was assurcd by Archbishop De Pencier that Bishops Walter Adams of Car-
iboo, Charles Schofield of Columbia, and De Pencier of New Westminster
had consented to support the undertaking, and that possibly Bishop Rix of
Caledonia and Doull of Kootcnay would also, he seemed cautiously satisfied.
In a letter to Mrs. Strathy dated April 6, 1933, Hiltz rcmarked, "The
answers given by the Archbishop of New Westminster are, on the whole,
very satisfactory, though there does not seem to be anything definite to
puarantee the continuance of the project."

He then wrote to Hasell on October 31, "After wcighing the matter
carefully, I have conferred with Mrs. Strathy, and have agreed that the
proposed school fulfills the terms of the bequest, and I am ready to act
with Mrs. Strathy in paying over the money at the proper time to the
Treasurer of the Provincial Synod of British Columbia....'" The amount
finally paid to Mr. G. L. Shetky, the treasurer, was $612.60.

So St. Christopher's College, Victoria, was launched in October,
1933, under Miss Barbara M. Carlisle as Principal, and with four students
in attendance. The college was destined to have a short but stormy life.
it was not that the institution was unproductive. Alrcady in 1935 Hasell
speaks of vanners who have rcceived their training there. But in 1936
she makes a disapproving reference to the formation of a Governing Body
for the College, which is to include "Western Bishops," cight lay repre-

sentatives, both men and women, the Principal of the College, the appoin-

tee of the G.B.R.E., and Huasell herself.  The appointment of this Board
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appears to mark a watershed in her relations with St. Christopher's.
The story can best be pieced together by correspondence still
extant. On December 26, 1938, the Principal, Miss Carlisle, wrote to

Hasell:

All I want to stress at the moment of writing to you is that
what T am trying to do is to qualify pecople better for your
work.... I do not think you allow enough consideration to the
physical effects on these young women of the van work in such
close combination with the two long periods of hard study. 1
do not like giving your workers such a second-rate training as
this involves, but I cannot train them any better without more
time, and if they have to arrive for the second year--the
advanced and more exacting stage--in a worn out condition.

I hope you will realize that I am not trying to keep your
workers from you, which seems to be your present impression,
but to make them fit to do what you want in a proper and
adequate manner. !

Hasell disagreed that the girls were overworked, and rather causti-
cally commented: "I am afraid I am still not convinced as to the harm-
fulness of Van workers studying at St. Christopher's, Victoria...but you
will remember what I put in my letter concerning finance should the
: . . . . 2 .
Executive Committee decide to approve of the extra term." There is no
elaboration or explanation of the financial terms to which she refers.

Hasell and the College scem to have recached an impassc at this
point. In a letter to the Primate, Archbishop Derwin T. Owen, on November
7, 1940, Hasell complained bitterly of the '"Board which was set up to
manage St. Christopher's College, Victoria, B. C., against my wishes as
Founder.... This is the sccond example of the work being spoilt by a

committee, and no attempt being made to take any suggestions of mine."

The first example, of course, was the Joint Van Committee of the G.B.R.E.

1 .
In Dalemain papers.

Letter dated Jan. 24, 1939, Dalemain papers.
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But who actually "spoilt" the work of St. Christopher's is a moot
point. Although not all information on the subjcct has as yet been made
available, a letter from Bishop Walter Adams to Hasell on March 11, 1940,
is frank and revealing. Hasell, in exaspcration, had apparently with-
drawn her financial support and thereby causcd the College to collapse.
Bishop Adams wrote:

I do not think, further, that it is cxcceding the truth to say
that your attitude towards the Board has often bcen one of
disagreement and protest, somctimes on quite minor points...but
it was a hard blow when, on account of this disagreement with
policy, you withdrew your contribution.... All the Western
Bishops on the Board have regretfully approved the step of
closing. A few of us arc determined to do what we can to collect
funds privately for its re-cstablishment. !

From the moment ot closing, however, Hascll did not cease to agitate
for another training centre for women workers. By 1957 Bishop M. E.
Coleman of Qu'Appelle wrote to her: "At our Brandon meetings I spoke out
strongly on your behalt, and particularly on your suggestion for some
Western training centre...and I think things are slowly beginning to

"2 .
move, But they did not.

Hasell lamented in 1959, "Why the Anglican Church cannot start a
Training College for women in the West, I cannot understand.' In 1960,
""There are ncver enough trained women workers in Canada....” In 1961,
"We need another College in Western Canada for the training of women
missionaries.' By 1963 there was a possibility that Bishop Coleman of

the Hocese of Kootenay would build this long-awaited institution, but

lln Dalemain papers. At Sorrento, B. C., it was rve-established
after a fashion when a training school was instituted to teach short
courses for Sunday School teachers and lay readers, but it did not pro-
vide the two or three year Christian Education programmes which Hasell
desired.

2
“In Dualemain papers.
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still Hasell was irascible: "The Bishop of Kootenay...tells me he does
not think he can find a Principal to take charge for two years, ... It is
quite impossible to wait that length of time.... How is it that other
Churches and sects manage to start Colleges in one vear?.... [ think our
Church must be lacking in spiritual power and faith.”l

Hasell herself was gathering funds to finance this darling of her
desires, and by 1964 had received #600 from various sources, but it was
still insufficient. In her last, unofficial report to Canon Philip C.
Jefferson of the G.B.R.E. in 1967, her querulous demand was still for a
training centre, but she never lived to sce another onec established, Did
Hasell ever regret the star-crossed St. Christopher's, whose '""lame and
impotent conclusion" she herself had brought about? She left no thoughts

on this matter.

Educational Aid

Hasell's concern for the education of children involved her not

only in major projects such as St. Nicholas' House and St. Christopher's
College, but also in smaller undertakings, such as a hostel in Whitehorse,
Yukon Territory, where children from scatterced, outlying areas could live
while attending school. Bishop Tom Greenwood, the diocesan authorities
and the W.A. co-operated enthusiastically, and the St. Agnes Hostel opened
on October 12, 1952. tHasell conceived the plan and brought it to fruition
by providing two vanners as matrons, while the W.A. supplied furnishings,
a stove company donated a cookstove, and so on co-operatively. Obviously

Hasell's vanners must be women of all scasons, travelling the Daily Vaca-

tion Bible School route one day and serving as matrons on another, while 7
,:"y’
i g
1 _ , o
Report, 1963, p. 5. I
e
yﬂ‘
e /‘
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still other exigencies closed in on them as regularly as their night's
rest.

One such crisis occurred at Tish Creck, Alberta, when no teacher
could be found for the public school. llasell immediately jumped into the
breach and "lent" one of her wotkers to the school system. This particu-
lar vanner had been trained at a Church Day School College in England:
"'She received no salary till end of March, I looked after her from the
Caravan Fund." Compounding the problem, this particular area of new
settlers had all crops destroyed by hail that year (1941). '"They were
so poor they could not buy exercise books so were using the margins of
newspapers. There were hardly any rcference books. [The children] were
all under-nourished.... Therc were no desks or chairs for nine children.”l
In such circumstances Hasecll not only beseiged the authorities for improve-
ments in the educational facilities, she also provided material aid for

the families.

Material Aid

This material aid could take many forms. In Eriksdale, Manitoba
. bl )

in 1936, she supplied nincty-cight sacks of potatoes, twclve of carrots,
thirteen of onions and thirty of turnips which were then distributed in
the district by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (R.C.M.P.).z Sometimes
she sent a bale of sheep's wool to mdkc quilts, or gave fifty dollars to
a farmer to raise a heifer into a milk cow for a poor family. For "Clif-

ford" she supplied glasses and overalls and to his grateful mother she

1 . . . . .
Report, 1941, p. 11. Scmetimes her stories do sound apocryphal.

This account, found in her records at Dalemain, indicates that the
Lieutenant Governor of B. C. co-operated with Hascll in this venture.
How large the sacks were is not indicated.
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sent "print material.'" She paid for an indigent's funeral, bought a
horse and saddle for a divinity student and "bedclothes' for a bachelor
in Clear Hills. She successfully referred children to the Crippled Chil-
dren's Hospital in Calgary, was able to get a deaf child admitted to ''the
deaf and dumb school' in Vancouver, and sent a blind girl to an Institute
for the Blind. As William Portman summarizes, "Money was found to get
medical help for sick and crippled children; those needing special school-
ing--the deaf, blind, retarded or brilliant found arrangements made for
them; wheelchairs were found for invalids who had been house-ridden for
years...."

Hasell actively collected clothing, along with funds, for distribu-
tion in needy arcas, and at Dacre Lodge the assembling and packing of
huge bales of clothes in the spring of cach year was an annual event
until the turmoil of World War I1. According to Miss Isobel Richardson
of Dacre village, the bales werc approximately 6 feet by 3 feet and 2
feet deep, sewn into jute sacking ("Hessian"). There were ''probably ten
to fifteen tons of clothing in the largest shipments.' Children's and

adults' clothing was mixed together, but summer and winter garments were

baled separately. lascll and Sayle were around while the clothing was
packed by household help, village and family volunteers, but Hasell only

twrote out the labels.'" While borothy was alive, shc supervised the

effort, but after her death, it was handled by voluntecrTs. LLorries were
chartercd to take the bales to Liverpocl, from where they were shipped,

free of charge, on Canadian Pacific boats to Canada. In her Report of

1938 she writes, "It would have becen impossible to bring the bales if

1 . . .
W. Portman, Frontier Odyssey, (n.p., Program Committece of the

Diocese of Qu'Appelle, n.d.), p. 7.
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the Canadian Pacific Steamship Company had not allowed me to take them
free.... The Canadian National Railway and Canadian Pacific Railway took
them free to the West.'" lHow she managed to arrange this is not indicated.
Queen Mother Elizabeth donated clothing regulsrly to llasell's work,
and the story is that a parcel sent from Buckingham Palace was impounded
by Canadian Customs until "rescued" by the van ladies. Hasell, in an

article in The Canadian Churchman, June 6, 1940, wrote: 'Her Majesty

showed her practical interest in the Van work...by sending me clothes for
distribution among the people we visit. There were enough for 100 fami-
lies. This the Quecen did cven in the midst of her anxieties and respon-
sibilities at home, after war was declared.”

When no uscd clothing was available, Hascll, in an emergency, paid
for new goods ordered from "Timothy Eaton." Anotﬁer method she employed
was to put isolated women in touch with those less disadvantaged, both
in Canada and in tngland, and this usually resulted in an cxchange of
parcels and letters, which eased the loneliness and alleviated acute

material nceds as well.

Social Services

In addition to material relief, Ilascll showed keen concern for
neglected or mistreated children in areas far from any organized social
services. She rememberced on one occasion visiting a motherless home in
which the only food "scemed to be a loaf of bread as hard as stone."
She blamed the situation on the father who had sold the last cow on the
farm to buy a gramaphone, and she comments succinctly, "We reported the
family to the department for neglected children at Winnipeg.'

On another occasion, a step-son, Pat, "badly treated by his father,

who made him sit in the darkest corner of the shack and cat his meals by
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his bunk, and never let him sit with the family, was successfully
removed from his unhappy circumstances when Hasell found a woman fifty
miles away to board him and send him to school. Hasell supplicd the
funds and the clothing. Yet another casce was that of cight-year-old
seorgina, left alone in a tent for the summer, miles from anywhexre or
anyone, to herd cattle. Hasell managed to place her in a foster home in
Edmonton and continued to support the child until she became of age.
Examples like these are legion.

Obviously, at a time when governmental social services were only
just being developed, Lva Hasell and her vanners had a tremendous amount
of social work thrust upon them, and they responded with true generosity
and greatness of heart, cven if this response involved an element of
paternalism. They were particularly conscious of the burdens iselation
heaped on women with families, who might have no neighbours closer than
fifteen or more miles, and who could never leave their homesteads becausc
of non-existent roads, impossible trail conditions and, of course, family
responsibilities. These werce the women whom Hasell sought out. She
mentions with particular sorrow onc unfortunate in British Columbia:

...who had not secn [another] woman for seventcen years; she
had been a school tcacher, and had had nine children. She
finally became mental and committed suicide. 1 also described
a mother and children we visited in the Peace River District,
when we walked twenty miles there and twenty back and never
saw another house or family all the way.
This isolation and its effects on women was discussed by Hasell with the

R.C.M.P., who told her the part "of their work they disliked most was

chporE, 1938, p. 7.

2. iy . o . .
Ibid., 1939, p. 5. MHascll was rccounting her visit with their
majesties, King George VI and Queen Llizabeth.




j =
A

bringing lonely women down to mental homes, breakdowns caused by loncli-
ness, overwork and monotony.' Newly arrived British settlers' wives were
particularly happy to sce llasell and Sayle, and welcomed them with open
arms - to hear "English" spoken, to learn first-hand news from "home,"
to receive messages sent by individuals contacted on the lecture tours
in Britain.

Contacts with these women were not ncarly all sorrow and sighing,
however. Hasell admitted that sometimes:

...we meet with startling requests.  One stout woman produced

a scanty picce of bright blue stuff...and requested Iris to
cut her out a dress and bolero jacket.... The day was very hot,

and the swarming family crowded round to watch this ticklish
operation., We knew the creation was destined to be worn at
ensuing sports, and we carefully avoided our client thereat
lest the costume should reveal an undesired hiatus."
Occasionally Hasell's sensec of service took the most mundane forms.
She and Sayle stopped frequently at a restaurant kept by "Mrs. K." on the
Alaska Highway, and did so again in 1952, cn route to their area of work.
They found Mrs. K. in a state of near cxhaustion, working seven days a
week, eighteen hours a day, becausc no help was available. Hasell promptly
put Mrs. K. to bed while she and Sayle washed the accumulated dishes and
looked after those who came in for meals, cooking the food that was
required and praying fervently that no onc would ask for anything "compli-
cated.'" After several hours, Mrs. K. was somewhat rcfreshed, and the
vanners continued on their way, "as we had so much work to do."
On another occasion, Sayle and llascll "babysat" for a camp foreman
and his wife so they could go to a farewell party for a friend. On yet
another they came upen an clderly Indian woman who 'had not enough wood

or water...so with her directions, we sawed up her logs the right size

lHasell, Canyons, p. 204,
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for her stove. She had to get her water down a steep bank so we filled
the pail." And at this timec Hasell was herself alrecady sixty-eight years

of age.

By Any Means

This same year (1954), Hasell and Sayle had 'come a thousand miles
by road,...travelled all day and all night and till 4 p.m. the next day.
We started lectures immediately.... It was all hard work and a great

. 1 . . .
anxiety." Yet these two indomitable old women did not slow down. Just
the year before, when Hasell was sixty-seven, she and Savle "walked eighty
miles along the telegraph line {in northern B. C.}. We saw nobody on the
wiay cxcept at one place where we met some Indians." And in 1957, at sixty-
nine, after driving a van 5,335 miles on the Alaska Highway, lasell dis-
located her shoulder, yet faced a thousand mile bus ride as the first leg
of her trip home to England. She could not delay the journcy because 'it
was necessary for us to start mecetings all across Canada immediately."
Mrs. Clifford Bell remembers that even when Hasell was ''well on in years,
she would not think it too hard to wash her own van or too demeaning to
scrub a floor," and Hasell had no intention of slowing down. Five years
later, by now a respectablc seventy-four, she wrote:

I have had to go to Athabaska Diocesc, Northern Alberta, to

inspect the Mission House at Cherry Point. This house needs

a new foundation and insulation, a new heater and cook stove,

etc..... When all this has been accomplished, we return to

Winnipeg to take the Good Shepherd van to Edmonton Diocese

and work there till the end of September. After that we start

meetings in Lastern Canada....
For Hasell to write "we work there till the end of September" sounds so

commonplace, so ordinary. It was far from that. A glimpse through her

1chorg, 1956, p. 25.
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Reports gives an indication of what this work involved, cven only by way
of getting from one place to another. 'We walked from 8:30 a.m. to
7:15 p.m....in water and willow bushes.... We could never sit down to
rest." Again, "Iris Sayle and I had cach walked 265 miles in two months."
Sometimes the heat was prostrating. '"According to the Government records,
it was 130° [F.] in the sun." Having experienced this, in the future
they wisely left "most of our walking trips till the end of September."
Once it:

...pourcd for days and days.... Pcople swam their horses out for

supplies, and tried to discourage us from going decper into the

bush to visit families we heard had moved in the ycar before.

But we pushed on through bush and bog--ten miles of mud holes

and swamp.... We held on to willows, caught hold of stumps, and

walked along logs. We could not even speak, the mosquitoes

were in such clouds, and the water was so dirty that we could

not drink at the crecks, though we were very hot and tired from

carrying our shoulder-packs. It took cleven hours to make the

trip to the nearest cabin. ...l
And again she writes, '"We werce too tired to cook any supper so we went

H2
supperless to bed.
By all means and using various methods those intrepid women covered

the Canadian "out-back." They drove the van and walked, travelled in
bouncing, empty grain trucks or seated on the mail bags of a government

van; they crossed rivers in leaky boats and flooding creeks on logs. It

was all part of that "work till the cnd of September.™

World War II

For a short time during 1939 it looked as though the van work would

possibly come to a standstill, not only after "the end of September,' but

1Quotod in Shipley, op. cit., p. 14.

2
Report, 1939, p. 15.
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permanently. War had been declared and Hasell and Sayle returned to
England in October, two months sooner than usual, to sce what they could
do to help. Hasell applied to the Red Cross, was re-cxamined in Home
Nursing, and received a certificate which entitled her to wear the Red
Cross Home Nursing Proficiency Bar. She writes:

For the first three months of [1940] Iris Sayle and I were

organizing recreations and attending to the various nceds of

scattered units of the Auxiliary Territorial Service, working

as cooks and clerks in twelve anti-aircraft and searchlight

camps.... We were asked to do this by the Survey and Extension

Company of the Y.W.C.A., London, who felt that our work in

Canada fitted us for this which entailed an cighty-mile circuit

and much driving in the blackout during the severest winter

known for forty years.... I used my little Morris car, the

Y.W.C.A. only paying our expenscs.”1

With the months of the so-called Phoney War, however, there sccmed
little of significance that the two women could do, and in response to a
felt need, both Sayle and Hasell embarked for Canada again, on May 3,
1940, bringing with them fourty-four bales of clothing. In 1941 accumu-
lated garments, stored at Dacre Lodge, were given to the Church Army for
distribution among bombed-out victims, since they could not be sent over-
seas. There secms to have been very little clothing distributed in Canada
hereafter.
The War years in Canada were difficult ycars for Hascll, yet less

so than might have been expected. British workers could not come overscas,
and many of the Canadian volunteers had enlisted. She writes in her
Report, "I hope never again to have so much anxiety and difficulty in
finding enough workers.'" Money was in short supply. Petrol was rationed,

but when petitioned, the government gencrously allowed her enough for

each van to drive 4,000 miles. '"We are very carcful and walk as much as

lArticlc in The Canadian Churchman (June 6, 1940).
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possiblc."1 Even tires werce allowed when Hasell could show that an exist-
ing one was unsafe, and in 1943 she was permitted to purchase a new "St,
Paul" caravan, when the old one proved beyend repair. Then in 1944, with
the war situation improving, she was given permits to buy five new cara-
vans, three to replace old onecs beyond repair, and two new ones. The
government was generous indeed.

Certainly van work was morc needed during the war than ever. Many
of the clergy had gone as chaplains, theological students also were
enlisting, scttlers were worried about relatives in Europe. Hasell felt
keenly that it "would be a real tragedy 1f these pcople were left just
now by the Church of England.' She was also greatly disturbed with what
she saw as an increase in "subscrvient literature'--probably "subversive'

would have been the better word--and echoed the London Times: "It will

be of little use to fight as we are fighting today for the preservation
of Christian Principles, if Christianity itself is to have no future; or
at immense cost to safeguard religion against attacks from without, if we
. \ o 2
allow it to be starved by neglect {rom within."
Constantly during thesec years, the theme of reconstruction occurs
in her Reports. Reconstruction is never clearly defined but Hasell uses

it in the context of rebuilding not only the war-torn arcas of Europe,

but also of the forces of the Anglican Church in its battle for the souls

1In the Occasional Paper, No. 174 (1943): p. 22, the report of
V. E. Lee and S. Hunter of the "St. Margaret of Scotland" van gives an
interesting sidelight: '...we had first to procure our gasoline ration
books. What a business! Two whole days were spent tramping ceasclessly
to and fro between the various offices connected with gasoline control
and car licences but {inally on the third morning, footsore and weary but
triumphant, we were put in a category which would supply us with gasoline
proportionate to our needs."

ZBEEort, 1940, p. 3.
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of men.,  Yet had Hasell taken cognizance of what the war years had actually
meant for her own mission on wheels, she would have realized it was not
retrenchment but expansion that had been expericnced. From twenty-four
vans and forty-eight workers in ten dioceses in 1939, there were twenty-
six caravans with fifty-two workers in thirteen dioceses in 1945.

Hasell and Sayle were not allowed to return to Britain until the
end of the war in Europe. When finally they embarked on the "Empress of
Scotland" they had been in Canada for five years and scven months. Hasell
wrote, 'We were never more than two weeks in any one place. We have had
no home for five years." Her home in England, meanwhile, had housed war
evacuees, and therefore she '"had much to arrange [when she returned}. My
private secretary has left, her husband has retired from the Navy, but I
have an excellent new one.' On such a note ilasell réturned to Dacre
Lodge.l

Yet Hasell was no "home-body." No sooner had she secen her family,
her friends and her property, then the call of the caravans claimed her
imperatively. "With great difficulty'" (and probably much disingenuous
manocuvering) Sayle and Hasell contrived to return to Canada on the "lle
de France" as repatriation passengers. Tt was, understandably, not a
comfortable trip. There were 8,000 troops on board, as well as 315 war
brides. Lighteen women shared one cabin and they were served only two
meals a day. The wonder of it all, however, is that Hasell managed to
return to Canada at all at that time. Yet not only did she return, she
disembarked full of encrgy, expectancy and new plans. Young war brides,

she realized, especially those settling in isolated rural areas with

lReporg, 1945, p. 19.
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husbands still overscas, would require a good deal of rcadjustment. "This
will be a most important part of our work," she wrote, "and they will need
the S.5.P. for their children." So after twenty-five years in the Canadian
West, Hasell was again recady to stride in to meet a need and serve her

beloved Church and its pcople.

Methods
Hasell's primary concern, of course, was the religious education of
isolated children. To do this effectively involved using all means pos-
sible: teaching a group gathered outside the van, or the children of
only one individual family; meeting together in homes, in the rare country
church, or in school buildings. These small, rural schools werc the most
common meeting place. Permission for use was obtainéd from the local
. 1
trustees, and classes were conducted atter school hours.
William A. Plenderleith, a Schoo!l Inspector in British Columbia,

describes these rural schools in some detail:

The schools themselves were of the crudest possible structure--

usually built of logs--consisting of four bare walls with no

ceiling...in most cases it was impossible to open the windows.

The blackboards usually consisted of painted beaver-boards, or

in some instances, just plain tarpaper.... No screen doors or

windows were provided so it was customary during the mosquito

scason to be unable to sce across the class-room because of the

smoke from the smudge that was used to keep out the mosquitoes.

Toilet facilitics were of the worst imaginable kind. ...

No toilet paper was supplied, and it was usual to find in place
. ~ . ~ ’)
of this, a Simpson's or Laton's catalogue. <

lIn her Report, 1946, P. 18, Hascl] writes with consternation of a
school on Prince Ldward Island where the trustee, '"an atheist," had
refused its use: "The first time this has happened to me from the
Atlantic to the Pacific."

W, A, Plenderleith, "An Experiment in the Reorganization and the
Administration of a Rural Inspectoral Unit in British Columbia," Unpub-
lished D. Ped. thesis (University of Toronto, 1937), pp. 49-52.
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The description, of coursc, would not be uni formly true, depending on
time and arca, but Plenderleith's depiction of conditions in 1933 must be
considered as only too accurate for the greater number of schools in rural
Western Canada until consolidation became widespread. As primitive as
these schools were, however, their closing caused problems for vanners--
there were no longer teachers who knew wherc each child lived, and there
was no building in which to hold Sunday Schools or community services of
any kind. Children in these deprived situations simply gloried in what
Miss Hasell brought into their lives, and she spared no expensc. "One of
the heaviest expenses in starting a van is the teaching material required
..., she writes. '"This material consists of an almost complete set of
Nelson's Bible wall pictures and a set of Copping's,1 a few models of
Eastern homes, ctc., books on tcaching merhods-and lesson courses, and
material for expression-work, i.e., note books and pencils for senior

7

classes, coloured chalks, plasticine, etc., for the others."” She also
thought the St. Christopher series of books put out by S.P.C.K. was "splen-
did.“3 Miss Isobel Richardson also remembers the tea chests full of pic-
tures, bought loose, which were pasted on stiff paper with flour paste
by the villagers and family voluntecrs in Dacre, packed into the chests,
closed with tin strips and sent te Canada where they werc used by vanners
for a variety of purposes.

Hasell's methods were considered in advance of her time in Western

lNelson picturcs were colourcd Bible story pictures, backed on
canvas, with rollers. Copping's were similar. Later Elsie Anna Wood
pictures were used, which, according to one former vanner,' were very
much better."

2Hasell, Through Western Canada, pp. 18-19.

3Some titles: The First Book of Prayers (no author); The Story of
St. Christopher (A. C. L. Penrose); The Ministry of our Saviour {(n.a.).
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Canada when she first began her mission.  She used visual aids of various
kinds, and handicrafts never before secn in the “out-back." Shé writes,
"We have dramatization, Bible jigsaws, Hymns and songs which the children
act. They arc very keen on our gramaphone, we not only have Hymns but
nursery rthymes and all kinds of records.”] lfow all this must have thrilled
the hearts of her deprived pupils!

As there was usually only one room available for classes, whether
in a church, school or home, the customary method was for one vanner to

take the children out of doors (weather permitting) and hold a class sit-

ting on the grass, while the others met inside.

We always teach on the life of our Lord, of which there is such
woeful ignorance. 1 arrange my pictures in chronological order
before the class begins, and put them up one after the other as
I talk about them, by careful questioning bringing out any
knowledge which the child may possess. When the school is only
visited once we aim at taking the main facts of the whole Life,
specially showing Christ teaching, healing, and feeding those
who came to him.

I apply the lesson by pointing out that as Christ loves
us so much ile wishes us to speak to Him. T then teach a simple
prayer ond give a picture and prayer-card to each child. 1 also
endeavour to get recruits for the S.S.P..... In saying good-bye
I call attention to the cross in the Union Jack which is always
on a flagstaff outside orhanging inside the school, telling the
children that as they look at it each day they will be reminded
of the love of Christ.?

In this description of her tcaching methods, the theme consciously or
unconsciously permeating her life and work--the cquation of all that is
good with the Empire and its symbols;—is patently obvious.

Sometimes the vanners would hold "lantern services" on the life of
Christ, using Hole's pictures, with the van battery providing the power

needed to run the projector. These were immensely popular in arcas where

lgppogg, 1952, p. 11.

2Hascll, Through Western Canada, pp. 18-19.
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movies were seldom or never scen.  They conducted demonstration classes
for those already teaching Sunday School, and they helped with Girl Guides
and Scouts wherever these were organized.

Hasell and Sayle had special episcopal permission to take services,
as did most vanners. These services were usually shortened Matins or
Evensong. The two ladies would divide the service, with one playing if
there were a musical instrument, and the other speaking and reading the
lessons. Sayle was not musical and had difficulty with that aspect of
the service, but Hasell participated with great gusto if not with polish.
According to one informant, she always sang in a loud soprano voice and
toved music. lHasell recalled that when, at onc service on the Alaska
Highway:

...a young airman offered to play the hymns, we accepted gladly.

1 believe he had been connected with the Pentecestals in the

past. The last hymn, a mission one, he played in such a stirring

way 1 wondered what the Church of England members present would

think. At any rate, it rouscd us all. Sometimes Anglicans are

apt to be neither hot nor cold--that is the worst state of all....
Hasell did her utmost to change this lukewarm state of her fellow reli-
gionists, and spoke with enthusiasm and conviction whenever she took the
service. She was known as "a good preacher." The description she gives
of her homilies, however, is rather bland, and does not reflect her
innate warmth and ability to communicate: "The address gencrally bears
upon the training of character, showing our Blessed Lord as the Perfect
Model. It is divided into three headings: growing in the life of grace

. . 2 .

by studying God's Word, by prayer, and by service." Hasell did not need

many sermon outlines because she herself rarely came back to exactly the

lggﬂgzz, 1953, p. 6.

2
“Hascll, Through Western Canada, p. 24.
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same area. The main cxception was, of coursec, her eleven years on the
Alaska Highway. She also scrved more than one ycar in several other
dioceses, but one year was a general pattern. In 1948, however, Bishop
W. H. Moorhead of Fredericton Diocese asked her to take charge of a parish
for six weeks. With no clergy to give help of any kind, Sayle and Hasell
drove sixty-five miles each Sunday and took three services and three
Sunday Schools for these six weeks. ller method involved getting permis-
sion from a bishop to work in his diocesec, then she and Sayle initiating
a van in this new area, and after working for a scason, leaving it for sub-
sequent vanners. The year 1937 proved another exception to this rule
when Ilasell inadvertently wandered into the Diocese of Keewatin. She
straightway wrote to Bishop Dewaney '"to say we were sorry we had strayed,"
and to offer her services for 1938. He accepted.

Although Hasell herself usually stayed only one year, she did strive
for continuity, but when an area was too large it was simply impossible
for vans to visit every ycar. Yet flasell felt strongly that caravans
should always be on the move--there should be very little permanent or
concentrated work as long as vast regions were without any ministry at
all., Not ecveryonce agreed with her. The tcacher of the"st. Margarct”van

in 1939 reported to the Occasional Paper, "When I fully rcalize what a

disappointment it would be to the children and parents not to have a van
visit, it does secem that concentrated work could in the long run be of

! . L i .
much greater value, especially in isolated arecas. But Hasell never
could see it that way, and cvinced very little understanding for those

who did.

1 . - .

Occasional Paper, No. 166 (1939): p. 16. Monica Storrs and
Marguerite Fowler are two cxamples of workers who opted for permanent
work--Storrs in the Peace River Block, and Fowler in Western Manitoba,
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One last aspect of Hasell's work, means and methods, is her writing.

She authored three books, Across the Prairie in a Motor Caravan (1922),

Through Western Canada in a Caravan (1927), and Canyons, Cans and Caravans

(1930), as well as several smaller booklets, the most important of these

being The Caravan: A Play About Sunday-School Work on the Prairies

(1925), and Caravanning Through Prairie and Mountain in Canada (n.d.).

Her articles appeared frequently in British and Canadian Church journals,

and as far aficld as The Auckland [New Zealand] Diocesan Gazette,

Hasell's writing style was choppy but lucid, although her Reports
cannot always be called lucid. They were often written in a great hurry,
with amazing results. A few cxamples: An Englishwoman married "a Russian
who served with the Canadians in France in the last war. He was buried
in a shell hole and is very delicate" (1943, p. 1i); "1 feel this service
is the most inspiring. [The Indians] join in the hymns and prayers with-
out a book and really do enjoy having one' (1954, p. 13); "The men were
on shifts at mines miles away, including Sunday' (1960, p. 8).

As for her books, S.P.C.K. printed 2,000 copies of Across the Prairie,

which sold well in spite of scveral negative reviews. Among Hasell's

material in Dalemain is a clipping by "A. G. D." who criticizes the book
harshly, and ends: "As it stands, the book is a bit of highly overdrawn
caricature, wholly inaccurate in the- general impression which it conveys.

This scathing indictment bothered Hasell not onc bit, and her successive

books dealt in the same bold manncr with "scalps and romance.' Through

Western Canada (S8.0.G.) sold well and went through two cditions. When it

came to Canyons, llasell was heady with success. The following excerpt
from correspondence with the editorial secretary of S.P.C.K., dated

April 3, 1936, tells the story:
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You will remember that neither S.P.G. nor we thought that a book
of this size was wanted, and that S.P.C.K. yielded, against its
better judgment, to your insistence, you agreeing to guarantee
the sale of 5,000 by March 31, 1936.... You agreed to purchase
at 2s. 4d. a copy the amount by which sales on March 31, 1936,
should have fallen short of 5,000. We printed 6,000, gave
away 62, and have 2,500 left, so that the total sale is 3,438
...it leaves a deficiency of 1,562...1i.e., £182.4.8 which I am
afraid is rather staggering.l

The sccretary then offered to reduce the price and hold the stock
in order to sell what might still scll, and give Hasell the option of
paying off the charge by instalments. This was done, but Hasell, in the

end, was left with boxes full of Canyons, Cans and Caravans, and ncver

again ventured into the arca of publishing.

Personal Schedule

It is obvious that Bva lasell carried the full burden of respon-
sibility for the Caravan Mission by her own choice. licr established
schedule demanded that she and Sayle return to England, usually a week
or so before Christmas, then begin lecture tours the first or second week
in January. They returned to Canada in March or April, travelled across
the Dominion, lecturing again, ceonsulting with bishops in whose dioceses
there were to be caravans, found workers still needed for the vans,
inspected cach vehicle for repairs, and after all the other vans were
out, she and Sayle would begin their own summer itinerary.

After a full day's work of tcacﬁjng and driving, they cooked their
meal, looked after correspondence, which in one typical period demanded
action on: a van damaged by a bus; a replacement for a driver with ap
emergency appendectomy; the mother of another driver seriously ill--

another replacement and extra funds; floods in British Columbia curtailin

1 .
In Dalemain papers.
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the work and threatening to {loat a van garage down the Peace River; a
worker wvith scarlet fever; the Cariboo van tipping over. Small wonder
Hasell records, ''One day we did twenty hours of work...." A seventeen
hour day was not unusual, cven when Hasell was already in her late sixties.

Repeatedly she writes, "I have never worked such long hours."

Il1lness and Accident

In spite of such a Herculean schedule, neither Hasell nor Sayle were
often ill. It is true that Sayle suffered from arthritis and later from
Parkinson's Discase, but such was her determination and dedication that,
except for a bout with scarlet fever in 1938, she resolutely shadowed

the more robust Hasell.

The only illness Lva records is a reference, permeated with disgust,
to catching measles in Saskatoon in 1922, which delayed her for a few
days only. But while she scemed able to defy illness, she was not immune
to accidents. The secrious collision with a freight train, in which
Dorothy Lckersall was pravely injured and the van totally demolished,
was the first of severul accidents.

Hasell describes another accident, which occurred in 1938:

We had gone fifty miles on the main Pcace River highway, which
is an earth road with dcep ditches on cach side.... We were
going quite slowly, about thirty miles an hour, when I heard

a sound of escaping air, but there was no time to stop--the
Van shot round like lightening and nosc-dived into the
ditch.... 1 was shot against the left door...which flew open and
I fell into the ditch, dislocating my clbow and fracturing my
left arm. Then the Van descended on top of me; 1 was behind
the front wheel and pinned to the ground across the thighs....
Itis Sayle managed to climb out over me; she had a deep gash
in her leg.... The only thing for Iris to do was to leave

me and go for help.... I wondered how long I could stand

the weight of the 30 cwt. Ford lorry. The acid from the
battery...was dripping on my arm and legs, and burning them
badly.... 1 ncver lost consciousness, and was able to direct
[the men] from below. ... After an hour and a half they were
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able to pull me out.... The men went off fifteen miles to get
the doctor.... While we were lying by the roadside it was very

hot, about 90 degrees in the shade. There was a wasp's [sic]
nest near; they came out and stung us

As a result of this accident, Hasell required surgery, but was back on
the van again the following spring.

In 1957, she fell from an icy running board and dislocated her
shoulder, but managed to drive the van back to Whitehorse where her
shoulder was "put in." A more serious incident occurred in 1959, when,
at the age of 71, she hclped a mechanic 1ift a heavy garage jack back
into his truck, straining '"some muscles near my heart and therefore must
stay in bed in the Hospital for threce weeks." Although later examination
in Carlisle showed the muscles to be quitc healed, the doctor's advice
was for Hasell not to return to the most isolated areas of the Yukon, and
after 1959, she contented hersclf with work in less inaccessible arecas.
Which is not to say she stayed ncar urban centres. TFar from that. She
worked, for example, in the Diocesc of Algoma in 1960, and in northern
Alberta in 1963-1964; but she never again went into the most remote and
difficult areas.

Although only the morc serious of Hasell's accidents have been
mentioned here, the total number is amazingly small when one considers
that each summer, for fifty-two ycars, llascll drove an average of over
4,000 milcs.2 Surecly her faith in divinc protection was rewarded, for
she records, “A friend had given me a medallion of St. Christopher which

I had put on the-van. The inscription ran: 'Behold St. Christopher,

chport, 1938, p. 11 f. Also reported in personal letters in the
Jalemain collection.

2 Ly . . . . . .
Sce Appendix XIT for a quantitative analysis of her work, including
the number of miles travelled.
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and go your way in safety.' We were trying to do St. Christopher's work
and we felt that his Master had us in liis caro.”l "In later years," a
fricend in Dacre writes, '"she wasn't very good at adapting herself to
driving her car after driving caravans. One foot seemed to be continuously
on the clutch, whilst the other was full rev. [sic], making the car abso-
lutely roar wherever she went; and zooming out of lanes, etc., without
looking left or right." She obviously still needed St. Christopher's

protection.

lHa;ell, Through Western Canada, p. 193.




Figure No. 1: Dalemain, Penrith, Cumbria, showing fell
ponies in the park.

Figure No. 2: Bales of clothing packed and loaded at Dacre
Lodge by staff and volunteers.




Figure No. 3: Bound for Canada. Iris Sayle, front row
second from left, standing beside Eva lasell.

&

Figure No. 4: St. Nicholas' House, Fairview, Alberta, 193




Figure No. 5: St. James' Church, Hines Creek, Alberta,
1937, typical of the rural churches in
which Hasell worked.
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Figure No. 6: Eva Hasell (sitting) and Iris Sayle with

<

the St. Michael van in 1926.
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Figure No. 9: lIris Sayle, Eva Hasell and Bishop
Kingston, 1946. .

Figure No. 10: ris Sayle and Eva lasell on board

a
M.S. "Queen Mary."
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Fipure No. 11: Eva Hasell
after receiving the
degree of Doctor of
Bivinity, (honoris causa)
from the College of
Emmanuel and St. Chad,
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan,
1065,

Figure No. 12: Miss Hasell
on the occasion of her
Golden Jubilee, 1970.




HER PERSONALITY AND ATTITUDES

What kind of a person was Frances Hatton Eva Hasell, what were her

characteristic patterns of thought and behaviour, and why were they so?

Personality

Certainly she was generous, offering lavishly of her time and
energy, indecd of her whole sclf, to the work to which she had given
birth. Financially she was also greathearted, but more astute, never
emptying her own private coffers as she cmptied herself as a person,

Hasell was considerate of her housechold staff and employees, giving
cveryone gifts at Christmas time - the whercewithal to make a fruit cake,
a chicken, a bowl of hyacinths. For the children there were always books,
often those written by Grey Owl. Dacre village friends also received
gifts as well as visits, as did her girlhood companions still living in
the area, and both assume a new significance when one considers that
Hasell usually only returned to England about a week before Christmas,
often completely exhausted. It could.be argued that these gifts, espec-
ially to servants and staff, were tradition rather than generosity, but

the recipicents interviewed did not share that view.

ers. Redhead, a former employee, ventured that Hasell "had no con-

cept of the value of money after inflation began," but in the earlier

days her concern with the manipulation of financial matters was rather
remarkable, although she always had the financial advice of Mr. M. J.

Verey, her heir, who handled her personal investments.

~107-~
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In her Canadian sctting Hasell also gave gifts and in rather
unexpected places. "We gave all the old Indian women a pound of tea as
an advanced Christmas present. They always beam as they do love their
cup of tea.”1 When Hascll no longer went into the most remote areas, she
asked Miss K. Alexander and other vanners to distribute the tea for her.

Hasell was an appreciative person, and valued the work of her house-
hold staff. The staff varied in size, but included a housekeeper, cook,
parlour maid, kitchen maid, cleaning and gardening help, and a secretary,
in various combinations and at various times. She never interfered with
domestic help, and allowed them to be as flexible as they wished where
the housework was concerned. Indeed, Iris Sayle was said to be more
"house proud" about Dacre Lodge than lHasell herself. Hasell realized the
problems an empty housc could create, and she sdggested to the house-
keeper that she invite a friend to live with her at Dacre Lodge during
these absent months.,

She was a kind and reliable landlady, not begrudging repairs to the
cottages attached to the estate, and when her farm manager of many years,
Thomas Cowperthwaite, rctired, she had a cottage built for his use. His
daughter, Patricia Farish and her family still live there among their
beautiful flowers.

Hasell was appreciative of nature. She loved gardening and the
out-of-doors, and descriptions delighting in crecation appear everywhere
in her Reports: "A prairic sunset is quite beyond description. I have
never scen such colours in Ingland." "On the way we had a feast of

beauty from the flowers, which are especially glorious now.'" This love

'Report, 1957, p. 20,
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of nature is also reflected in her painting, as it was in the work of
Iris Sayle, an accomplished artist. When one remembers that for fifty-
two years Hasell never saw the beautiful srounds of Dacre Lodge during the
flowering summer, the extent of her self-giving is somehow enhanced. Hasell
also mentions designing frontals. When St. Andrew's Church, Dacre, dona-
ted some for use in a Canadian church, she wrote, "As I had drawn the
designs which were worked on them, I shall like to see them there [at
St. Christopher's Church, laines Junction}."

Hasell thoroughly enjoyed food, and her praise of New York's restau-
rants as a "paradise for the discerning palate' is matched by her appro-
bation of prairie farm food: '"Canadian meals arve delicious, and we had

a sumptuous supper - bacon and cggs, layer cake and stewed fruit, and

strong tea.”l Her staff at Dacre lLodge confirmed her appreciative appe-

tite, but, enigmatically, "she never seemed to have any idea of what she

wanted," although she did love sponge puddings. What she did not want

was alceoholic beverages, and no wine or sherry was kept at Dacre Lodge.

Eva Hasell appreciated people above all else. She genuinely loved
children, and had done so since she hersclf was only a child. It was not
forced because of a scnse of duty, although duty may have played a minor

role, but it scemed almost to releasc an areca of her inner nature which

indicated a deep need to love. Children were the focus of her work and
time and again she remarked, "...the children and youth are the most

important.”" There was a great personal love for the individual child as
well. She took an interest in the children of Lodge Farm "from the day

they were born. She would invite them to the Lodge for tea, play

1 .
Hasell, Across the Prairie, p. 49.
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dressing-up with them, sing around the piano, and have games in the
S - L .

garden, Ihese games could be hilarious, and they were not confined to
the garden. On one occasion, while playing hide-and-seek in the Lodge,
liasell hid under a bed and promptly stuck fast. The "seckers'" found her
only when, in a little voice, she called out for help. Miss Tait, resi-
dent at Dacre Lodge for many years, also commented on Hasell's enjoyment
of games. She remembers that after Christmas dinner, LEva would invariably
suggest charades, and would enjoy mimicking in a broad Cumbrian dialect.
On another occasion in Canada, Hasell and Sayle were playing tug-of-war
at a Sunday School picnic when the rope broke and both ladies went tumbl-
ing. ‘the children loved it. When she saw two little girls, aged eight
and nine, cooking and doing all the chores in a motherless home, she
longed to gather them up and "romp and play with them'" - a neced she
recognized to be inherent in children.

While Hasell was appreciative, she could also be most demanding.
fler devotion to the mission made it difficult for her to realize that
other people often had responsibilities which prevented their giving as
freely of their time as she did. Dean J. A. E. Hoskin, of Peace River,
Alberta, gives a most illuminating account of one such incident:

There were times when staffing emergencies arose and Miss Hasell
would not hesitate to send off a message to someonc telling that
person to report to this or that Van, and she would be quite
upset when the person, thus approached, could not and would not
go. On one occasion a Vanner, working in our area, was to be
alonc for a few days between the departurc of one companion

and the arrival of the replacement. This Vanner received a
message from Miss Hasell informing her that my wife would go
with her on the Van for that interval. My wife had never told

Miss lasell that she would do so, but, being relatively free
at the moment, she went....

1Lettcr from Mrs. Patience Mallinson, June 13, 1977.
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Dr. Hoskin also relates the story of Mrs. Randall:

On a warm summer afternoon in the early 1930's, the St. Alban's
S. S. Caravan...stopped...on West Prairie River.... Mr. and Mrs.
Guy Randall welcomed them heartily.... 'Children in this district
are receiving no religious training whatever,' Miss Hascll said
bluntly. 'You will have to start a Sunday School, Mrs. Randall.'
'But I have seven children, Lisle is only a baby, I have a huge
garden, chickens and turkeys, the houscwork--.' 'I am sorry--
there is no one clse--you must tuake the Sunday School,!' Miss
Hasell insisted.l

And Mrs, Randall did. These incidents were not isolated occurrences, but

a way of life with Hasell. Undeniably, she was an autocratic woman.

This autocracy was also apparent in her need to control. An inter-
esting example is related by Rev. Kenneth Smith of Dacre. When he was
first appointed vicar of the church, during Hasell's absence, he arranged
that the flowers for the scrvices should be contributed by all the parish-
oners and not only supplied from the Dacre Lodge gardens. When Hasell
returncd to England, her first words of greecting to the new vicar were:
"You never consulted me about the flowers."

The flowers in the Dacre Church were just one ncgligible part of
the myriad of details which Hasell desired to control--the caravan funds
and choice of workers; St. Christopher's College and how it was operated;
Dacre Lodge Farm where the foreman could never sell anything without
permission. [Lspecially in regard to the vans, no detail was lecft to
anyone else. To make certain, for example, that some particular con-
cerning the St. Andrew van was correct, Sayle and Hasell '"took a special
trip, 600 miles there and back, to sce exactly the condition of things."

On another occasion llasell wrote to Robinson and TFane, a firm in Edmonton,

"I enclose one windshield lever which I wish used on this...van.... 1

1 - . . -
Letter from Dean [loskin to author, dated June 21, 1977.
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shall not pay for any other typo?l Deminion Motors in Winnipeg was
instructed, "The roof should be treated with boiled oil and then a mix-
ture of white paint and varnish. As this is the only satisfactory mix-

2

ture, 1 am afraid I can pay for no other.'"™ Obviously, to enforce her
purposes, Hasell was not above using financial arrangements as a tool to
ensure compliance. In another instance she '"pressed for a promise that
the van should be finished by May 1, adding that otherwise [she] would
not pay for it.“3 Or again, writing to Dominion Motors concerning repairs,
"...and if everything is satisfactory 1 will pay the bill then."

It is small wonder that Hasell has been represented as being "an
extremely dominating person who could (and did) put and keep anyone in
their place who got in her way (bishops included).'" Some bishops, in
fact, were sald to fear Miss Hascll and sought-to avoid confrontation
with her. Even the mild Archdcacon Catchpole, who supported her fully,
wished she would defer movre to the desire of the bishops.

Why did Hasell have this strong nced to dominate, this almost com-
pulsive need to control? Without pretending to analyse her personality
or to speak with any authority on a psychological matter, there are
several possible suggestions from her childhood and youth. She was, after
all, a chiid of the manor, born into a comparative position of authority.
With two daughters and no sons, is it possible that their father encour-
aged self-assertiveness in the girls? And after his death, would the

enforced move from their beloved Dalemain have kindled within her a

1Dulomain papers, dated 1939.
2 . . .
Letters in Dalemain papers, 1939,

31bid.
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determination to prove her worth, even though only a female? Then too,
with tutors there could never be the interchange, the give-and-take of
a school situation with other children. Even Hasell's activities in the
G.S5.F, during her teen years could have contributed to a tendency to
control, for the young ladies of her class took a limited responsibility
for lonely girls of a different class, even to directing the activities
of a large portion of their leisure time. These are but a few circum-
stances from her early years which may have influenced a natural bent
toward domination,

1f she was dominating, she was certainly also a determined and
stubborn woman, starting out in a dust storm against all advice and trek-
king by foot into the wilderness of the Peace River Block. Sometimes it
served her well, as for example, when she rcntea a car and mechanical
problems caused her to return late. The car owner wanted overtime, but
"he calmed down when he saw I would stand no nonsense." On another
occasion, in order to sce a van properly overhauled, she decided to stay
and supervise the effort: "I knew the garage was open all night... Hour
after hour passed. 1 stood around by the van and handed tools from time
to time, and pointed out what 1 wanted done, and by thus keeping them at
it the van was actually finished soon after 7 a.m.“l One could only wish
that the opinions of the mechuanic had been recorded.

Yet on the other hand, a vanncr who knew Hasell well, and who
admitted that she was a "complete law unto herself' insisted that while
Hasell was ''dictatorial’ she was not "bossy'™ - that she did try hard to

get along with others. Iris Sayle, in a letter written in 1926 before

luascll, Across the Prairie, p. 101.
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their mutual friendship had ripened, admired her faculty for harmonious
rclations. '"All people think no cnd of Eva and she always seems to get
on splendidly with cvcryono.”1 In an carlier letter, dated July 2, 1926,
she comments, "Eva Hasell is a splendid companion with very many sides
to her: if you understand what I mean!' Mr. Michael J. Verey character-
ized her as a '"dictator to people she worked with, but very lovable, kind
and affectionate to her family and friends.' Vanners and cmployees saw
her as "dominant"; "very kind and thoughtful'; "strong-willed, but we
thought highly of her"; "she had the courage of her convictions with

everything under her control'; "she was charming and gracious'; '"a very

warm, affectionate and sincere personality. She was rather a sparkling,
bubbly type, always cheerful....”
The conclusion then is: If she considered a course of action, or

a person, or an event commendable, she was as a veritable angel of light.
If she disagreed, her wrath fell indiscriminately. In onc sense this

want of distinction, if so it can be called, indicates her fearless
nature. She was not frightened by authority, or by anything else for

that matter. Her physical intrepidity was as grecat as her moral courage
and she encountered irascible bulls, churlish dogs, gun-carrying men (and
children, for that matter) and all manner of physical danger with complete
aplomb. One vanner, Miss [FFlorence Seager, said of her, "She was never
worried by men or by animals''; while another, Miss Dorecen Savery, called
her "An amazing person. 1 think difficultics just didn't exist for her."
In part this obliviousness to difficulties was personality, but in part

it was also sheer energy and drive. Hasell's physical vigour remained

1 . .
Letter dated July 25, 1926, 1n Dalcemain papers.
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after her mental alertness had diminished, while her exploits as a woman
in her eightics bear ample witness to her tremendous vitality,

In spite of her own amazing endurance, however, Hasell had compas-
sion for thosc of lesser strength. Her accounts of "tired and weary
laden," forgotten settlers’ wives are striking in their tenderness. Again,
on a trip down the Alaska Highway by bus she comments, "The man who drove
the bus was a splendid driver, he must have been very tired.' She was,
of course, extremely tenderhearted toward all children and records one
instance in which she had trouble telling the story of the Feeding of
the Five Thousand because of the abject poverty of her young hearers.

Her compassion notwithstanding, and possibly because of her tend-
ency to dominate, Hascll occasicnally gave the impression of being pompous.
In a letter to a car dealer she wrote on December éO, 1938, '"Would you

pleasc send me by airmail across Canada (it costs six cents) a letter

giving me an offer." Cranted that air mail was not as common in 1938 as
in 1978, yet her tone assumes complete ignorance on the part of the
dealer. In similar but more humorous vein, she recounts a visit she,
her sister Dorothy and Miss LEckersall made to a certain farmer. The
farmer asked:
'Are any of you girls married? 1 have two bachelor sons.' As
we were all seated at the supper table it was a trifle embar-
rassing to the uninitiated. Marriage seems to be the people's
first thought out here. Probably herd psychology would explain
it as a racial instinct prompting to the strengthening of a
new pecple in a new land.

Occasionally, also, Hasell appears sclf-congratulatory. "It was

here [on the Alaska Highway] in 1949 we met Alex Rear...he was deaf and

1 -

Hasell, Through Western Canada, p. 50. 1t could be argued that
she was prescnting her analysis tongue-in-cheek, but in its context, this
writer believes she meant it seriously.

R
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so could hardly speak, We arranged for him to go to a specialist in
Edmonton.... The R.C.A.F....arranged to fly him out for nothing, the
Daughters of the Lmpire and the Kiwanis Club of Whitehorse helped finan-
cially and the Government of the Territory paid the school fees...., It is
a good thing the 'Brownics,' as they call us, came along."l

Although the "Brownies" came along with amazing regularity, they
were also surprisingly often late, for Hasell was seldom in a hurry. She
has been described as 'late by nature' and Miss Isobel Richardson of
Dacre remarked that Hasell and Sayle werc always late for Church - that
one or two hymns would invariably be sung before these ladies came in
and secated themselves on the third pew from the front. And that the night
before they lcft for Canada they would, without exception, stay up all
night packing because Hasell had been in no hurry’proviously.

Once in Canada it was a tale-twice-told. Mrs. Olive Bell, an S.S.P.
Sccretary remembers, "I can't tell you how often, while Miss Hasell
enjoyed a last-minute conversation...Miss Sayle would have to interject--
'Eva, we must go, or we'll miss that train!'--and be perfectly right.
Miss Sayle was much the more business-like and better organized of the
two, and in this was a necessary assct to Miss lHasell...."”

With Hasell's fierce determination to run her own affairs and her
policy of having only women on caravans, it is almost surprising that she
was not a feminist. The League of the Church Militant (Anglican) was

active in the 1920's, with its "Immediate Object: To promote the

1BEPEI£’ 1955, p. 6. Added to this is her taking full credit for
the founding of the Fellowship of the West; indeed, she did provide inspir-
ation but there were also other factors. She also assumed all credit for
sending the little blind Lea girl to school in Vancouver when the unpub-
lished Storrs' diaries show the involvement of many others, etc.

2Letter dated January 8, 1978.
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candidature of women in the Ceuncils and Ministry of the Church, and to
o . . . . 1
safeguard the position of women serving the Church in other ways." Its

monthly paper, The Church Militant, contained articles on the Christian

attitude towards sex, class and race, and promoted its stand for '"equality
of men and women in the sight of men as in the sight of God." All these
aspects ot the Church Militant should have appealed to Eva Hasell, vet
there is no evidence of her involvement with this or any similar organi-
zation, on any level, Informants who knew her well indicated that she
simply had no time for organizations; she was a law unto herself. As

with feminism, so with prohibition and other similar movements.

One trait both Sayle and Hasell shared was a sense of humour. Hasell
reported with great delight the story of the little girl whose mother was
unable to attend a caravan service, but asked the &hild to remember the
Scripture text. It was duly reported as,"Don't worry, you will get the
blanket.' The puzzled mother finally asked a neighbour who remembered
that it was, "Fear not, I will send you the Comfortcr“; or the youngster
whose version of the Fifth Commandment was, "lonour thy father and thy
mother that thy days may be long and thy nights short'; and then the ready
answer to a request to name the song of the Virgin Mary after the Annunci-
ation, that it must surely be, '"Now the Day is Over.!" She also enjoyed
the Alaska Hipghway described as "miles and miles of miles and miles,"
and the lady in Ontario who was sure the Highway let in a cold draught
from the Arctic,

Hasell's very style of writing betrays her love of the whimsical,

as when she describes a particularly muddy hike ending with "a homestead

1Advertiscment, The Year Book of the Church of Ingland in Canada,
(1923), p. 31.
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on one foot and a quarter scction on the other.“] It is not surprising
that she had the reputation of a "giggler," "grecat fun," with a "tremen-
dous sense of humour.'" Both she and Sayle also heartily enjoyed the
northern witticism, which has several variations - "However far back in
the bush you get, the Mountcd Police and the Van girls will always find
you."

It could well be that Hasell's appreciation of the humorous led
her to exaggerate a story in order to utilize it to best advantage.
wWhether or not this is so, exaggerate she did. She speaks of wheat crops
standing six feet high; of forty-foot snow drifts covering a building; of
temperatures 80° below zero (F.) and then the opposite extreme--"104° in
the shade and 126° in the sun is quite usual during the Canadian summer."
She observed a rancher's "small son, three or four, rounding up cattle

2
mounted on a tall steed,”” und she knew of a father who taught his young
children to forge cheques. There is a school house in her travelled
territory, "put up with free labour and built of logs. It had no windows
nor doors.'" Admittedly this would pose problems. Little Georgina, whom
Hasell genuinely loved, was left ten miles from anybody in the 1936
Report, twenty miles from anybody in 1937, and eight miles from anybody
in 1940. Then in August, 1939, in northern Saskatchewan, '"two hundred
German farmers were ordered bhack by Hit}cr to serve in the army. They
left their wives and families with no means of support.'" In actual fact,
only ninetcen pro-Nazi Germans including their families returned in

-

. . . 3
August, 1939, and under quite different circumstances.

chportcd in the Regina Leader Post, September 28, 1960.

5 .
Again, her antecedent leaves somewhat to he desired.

3 o . . . - .
See Jonathan I. Wagner, "leim Ins Reich: The Story of Loon River's
Nazis," Saskatchewan History, XXIX, No. 2 (Spring 1970).
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While Hasell's cxaggerations were not malicious, they proved to be
sources of antagonism when the matters concerned committees or people
with whom she worked. This is cvident in the tension between her and the
Joint Van Committee, when Dr. Hiltz used the terms, '"not true to the
facts," and "absolutely untrue' to answer several of her accusations.

The most sensational example of her exaggeration is the matter con-

cerning "Bolshevik Sunday Schools.'" The Occasional Paper of Spring, 1930,

carried the following article by the Canadian Press, date lined London,
March 7: "There are 1,700 Bolshevik Sunday Schools in Canada and Bol-
shevist organization among the children of the Dominion is 'far better!'

than the Christian...Miss Eva Hasell...declared she had this information

from an 'authoritative source.' The Archbishop of Centerbury presided

at the meeting.'" The story had been picked up by both the Canadian and
s . 1 . - , .

British press. One headline read,” "Lady Has Discovered 1700 Bolshevik

Sunday Schools in Canada," and after quoting Hasell's remarks, continued:

Leading churchmen queried respecting Miss Hasell's statement,
admitted there might be a number of Sunday Schools in the
country in which 'Radical' beliefs werc taught. But the
influence of these schools was insignificant and far from the
number indicated.... According to llis Lordship Bishop H. A.
Gray, there are two Bolshevist Sunday Schools in Edmonton,
but what  the nature of their tecachings are and how big the
membership is, he is unable to determine.

Another c¢lipping obviously from a Winnipeg paper: '"Emphatic denial
to a report from London that there are ]500 Communist 'Sunday Schools' in
Canada was made here last night by Alderman W. N. Kolinsky, prominent
member of the Communist Party of Canada...."

On March 31, Archbishop Cosmo Long of Canterbury sent a rather

1. L . A . .
These are from clippings in the Hasell papers at Dalemain, obviously
saved by her, but without date or papers' names. The letters also are
in the Dalemain papers.
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stiff letter to Hasell, saying among other things, "An immensc number of
protests have been received here against the statistics quoted by you
about Bolshevik Sunday Schools in Canada, and arc coming from the highest
possible authority there, as well as the Chief of Police. They say that
your figurcs are ludicrously wronp."

By this time Hasell was rcady to retract, and offered to do so.
The next letter from Lambeth Palace, dated April 7, reads, "His Gruce in
no way presses you to send a denial to the papers such as you have

drafted but will leave the matter entirely to your judgment.'" There is

. . . 1
no evidence that Hasell had her retraction printed.

While Hasell obviously sensationalized the communist presence in
Canada, her fears were genuine and were shared by others in all Christien

communions, as well as by her own Anglican Church. She records:

The General Synod sent a deputation to the Minister of Immigra-
tion, asking him to limit the influx of these foreigners
because of their low moral standard and the Bolshevist liter-
aturc which they circulate.... Appeals were continued and in
June, 1929, restrictions were at last placed on Central
Luropean immigration.l

1t was in 1925, in Manitoba, that Hasell first cncountered communists.

Then in 1926 she was '"much distressed! in Salmon Arm, B. C., by "the

activities of a number cof Reds, IFinns and others. They held meetings in
! , . . : "3

the school house, all wearing red sashes and teaching Bolshevism.

Again she noted:

There are also the Bolshevists, who told us there was no God,
and if we sent them Bible lessons they would burn them.  They

lA check through the Londen Times and the Winnipeg papers of the

period produced nothing, nor did the Occasional Paper.

ZHasell, Canyons, p. 175,

3Ibid., p. 78.
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have started a Sunday School, at which they train their children
each Sunday to march past a picture of our Lord and spit at it,
The Russian and Finn children are in many places going to the
same school with the British children, and owing to their home
training arc teaching them to steal and lie.l

This sensationalist approach to communism stayed with Miss Hasell. An

article appearing in the Daily Colonist, May 6, 1948, headlines, "Bible

Misused by Communists says Director," and gocs on to quotc Hasell: "It
has been going on for years, but is worse now...the destructive movements
are hard at work. The workers for communism misquote the Bible and use
it as a means of preaching disloyalty and treasomn,...counter-propaganda
is necessary to combat disloyal movements. This is our work in Christian
teaching in the lonely parts of Canada....' So by 1948 she had begun to
see her work as a crusade against subversive political as well as spiri-
tual forces.

Hasell's fear of communism was closely linked with her incontro-
vertible conviction that her work for the Church was coincident with
keeping Canada British, and with inculcating British standards in immi-
grant children. She heartily concurred in the purpose of the Fellowship
of the Maple Leaf to '"Keep Canada Christian and British," and hercin she
reflected the dominant British ethos of her time and class. In 1926, for
example, there existed a "Guild of Church and Empire" which sent out
"parcels of books, tracts, pictures, ctc.”z to Canada and to other parts
of the Empire. And prominent clerics such as Bishop Montgomery agonized,
"as the years pass the Canadian problem looms larger and ever larger for

. ., . 3 .
us as Churchmen as well as members of the British Empire." Again, the

1 ; . e . e A
Hascll, Caravaning Through Prairic and Mountain in Canada (West-
minster: S.P.G. Press, 1928), p. 12.

2Occasional Paper, No. 140 (1926): p. 2.

JBishop Montgomery, The Church on the Prairie (London: S.P.G.P.P.,
1910), p. diti.




Bishop of Kootenay, commenting on Miss Hasell's work in 1926, felt it
was "the greatest being done for the Church or the Empire in Western
1 .
Canada...." Miss Ilasell hersclf remembers a clergyman's report to Arch-
deacon Dobie ycarning for a van, supplied by "some lover of Christ and
. L e "2 A N . . o
of the British Empire. As late as 1940, Bishop Sherman of Calgary
. . . v . e et Rt et a1t O
inveighed his people to "Keep Canada British! Make Canada Christian"!
These examples could be multiplied. It is not surprising, then, that
Eva Hasell, brought up in a religious home during the height of Britain's
greatness, shared these sentiments, embodying as they did her greatest
loves--her Church and her country. She felt a keen responsibility to
both, and wrote:
As so many Canadian settlers are Church of England people, the
members of that Church who remain in the old country cannot
escape responsibility for their spiritual welfare.... As members
of the Lmpire we also owe them gratitude for developing its
resources.
To refuse to help is spiritual sclfishness.... Helping
oversecas missions is not the mere hobby of the few, but the
duty of all; and it is the lcast return we can make for Canada's
sacrifices in the War {World War 1.4
Repeatedly in her Reports she makes remarks such as "All this points
to the great need of our work from the Twperial as well as the religious

standpoint.” Or, it "made us realize how important our work was, not
3

. . o 5
only to tie Church but the Nation."

1Husell, Canyons, p. 113.

2
“Hasell, Across the Prairie, p. 105. The original quotation is
from S.P.G. Reports, Vol. 1920-1923, p. 23.

Thine is the Glory, p. 78. Another example of the same sentiment
is the spcech made to the Qu'Appelle Association (n.d.) by the Bishop
of London: "We want to keep Canada British, Christian and Church."

4Hascll, Through Western Canada, pp. 251-252.

SReport, 1938, p. 11, and Report, 1941, p. 5.
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Naturally Hasell felt a grcat love for, and loyalty to, the Royal
Fumily.1 In 1939 King George VI and Queen Elizabeth inspected the caravan,
St. Margaret of Scotland, in Regina, with Hasell and Sayle in attendance.
1t was a great moment in their lives, and llasell later wrote, "Showing
the van in 1939 to the King and Qucen will always remain with us as a
very sacred memory.'" It also stimulated the interest of the Queen. Dur-
ing the financial crisis in Britain, when Hascll was so handicapped by
the Treasury's limit on the exporting of funds, the Queen offered to send
her caravan donation of 510 to Canada in dollars. She also provided new,
signed photographs of herself and the Princesses to Hasell periodically,
and on at least one occasion, asked Princess Alice to get in touch with
Hasell and Sayle. In a letter dated March 9, 1977, the Queen Mother's
Private Secretary acknowledged, "It is perfectly cérrect that Queen
LElizabeth took a keen interest in both these ladies, having first learned
of their dedicated lives during a visit that ller Majesty paid to Canada
in 1939, From that time onwards The Queen Mother followed their careers
closely and whenever it was possible gave support to their work."2 This

interest continucd through the years.

1The Hasells have a tradition of loyalty to the crown. On the floor
of Dacre Church is a brass plaque in memory of Mrs. Jane Hasell, whose
father, Sir Timothy Fetherstonghaugh, was beheaded for his loyalty to
Charles 1 (Sce, A Short History of Daere Parish Church). Then too, one
of her ancestors, a Lennon, fought under General Wolfe on the Plains of
Abraham, "attended the famous Review which took place after the victory
and fell dead on the parade from heatstroke. Iiis wife and children...
had gone out to Canada with him and proved to be a perfect nuisance on the
voyage home, particularly the Mama, who, when she got back to Irecland,...
proceeded to try and sponge on everybody. Iva's great-grandmother was a
Lennon, and this man was, we think, her great-great-grandfather's brother"
(Letter from Mr. M. J. Vercy, January 25, 1978).

2 . .

Letter to the author. [Every ycar from 1956 until her last Report
(1965), iHasell quotes in full or in part the Queen Mother's message and
contribution to her Caravan Fund. It was very important to her.
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When Blizabeth 1T was crowned, Hasell and Sayle, far up the Alaska
Highway, arose at 2 a.m. to listen to the scrvice of coronation, and
Hasell remarked, "We followed the Service to the end and felt we also must
dedicate our lives afresh to God....”l Accurately obscrvant, Mrs. Robert

Little, writing in the Canadian Churchman of October, 1936, commented,

"[Hascll] represents, in some way they [the settlers] do not reason out,
England, the King, and the Empire." Church and state were obviously and
irrevocably linked in Hasell's thinking and attitudc.z

Feeling as she did, it is small wonder that Miss llasell expressed
considerable distrust of "forecigners.'" She acknowledged that the Japanese
and Chinese in B. €. were '"clean, industrious, and honest,'" hut on the
other hand, "it scems certain that it is this race which circulates the
drugs which are working such havoc among some of thc young people of
British Columbia. They also do a great deal of harm with their gambling

3 - .
dens." In her visitation work, she comments that "you never know what

types you will find - in onc housc an Lnglish army officer, and in

lSaylc and llasell also watched a service in Canterbury Cathedral on

television in rather unique circumstances. ''One day, when visiting, we
found a trailer, the door open, but nobody there. We went in, the tele-
vision was on, we heard Church music. We actually saw and heard the
enthronement of the Archbishop of Canterbury just as clearly as if we

had been in the Cathedral.... The owner of the trailer arrived rather
astonished to sce two strange women. She was a Lutheran. We explained
we were interested and she scemed to understand" (Report, 1961, p. 9).

2The thought that Christian and British (or Canadian) 1s synonymous
is, of course, not llasell's prerogative. It was the common Canadian
attitude in the ecarly 20th century, and Ralph Connor (C. W. Gordon) has
his preacher, Brown, say, "1 can tcach them [foreigners] Lnglish...doctor
them. . .teach them some of the clements of domestic science; in short,
do anything to make them good Christians and good Canadians, which is
the same thing" (The Forcigner: A Tale of Saskatchewan [Toronto: The
Westminster Co. Ltd., 1909], p. 253).

3 . : . ,
ltascell, Through Western Canada, p. 250.
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another, an [sic] Ukrainian three centuries behind civilization."™ Or
again, walking through a train, she finds only four English-speaking

families: "The rest were Ukrainians. They looked the dirtiest and most

Lo . . 2
criminal lot of pecople 1 had scen for & long time."
She also had a faintly anti-American bias, and when northern Alberta
was being developed, she worried, '"Many of thc companies are from the

United States and often those who come in to open up mines ave apt to be

materialistic; they do not always want to finance church work. In Yukon

the companies are mostly Canadian."3 Yet, almost incongruously, there
was a great deal of respect between Hasell and the Indians. While she
was chagrined that "Red Indians [arc] being much better instructed in
religious matters than our English-speaking children,” she nevertheless
evinced a real appreciation of their culture and watched their dances,
for example, with keen interest, describing them as "wonderful." She
treated the individual Indian as a person and a friend, and when she
found on one occasion, that somcone in the Department of Indian Affairs
told a native who had phoned for an ambulance that they could not come
until the next day, she promptly assumed her authoritarian role, peremp-
torily demanded the Department send both an ambulance and a nurse, and
both arrived within a few hours.

This authoritarian role came naturally to ilasell. She was, of

lHasell, Canyons, p. 03.

2

“Ibid., p. 174,

3 -
Report, 1952, p. 8.

4lbid., p. 14. This is only onc of many examples which could bhe
cited. In the Diocese of Keewatin Hascll had the reputation of being
able to summon help to outlying areas faster than any other man, woman,
Or organization.
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course, a child of the manor, connected by blood relationship to some of
Englund's notable familics, and all her life moved in relatively clite
circles. It seemed natural to her that Lady Willingdon should ''press a
gift" into her hand; that she should receive a letter from Lord Tweedsmuir
about her work, or that the Earl of Athlone should visit her caravan and
ask her to lunch at Government Housc.l As a matter of fact, she visited
the Athlones quite Tcgulufly in Ottawa, "to give a confidential report
of our work to the Earl," and Princess Alice became a Patroness of the
Caravan Mission (in 1942), as did the Countess Alexander of Tunis (1946) .
In her Report, 1948, Hascll notes, "The Viscountess Alexander of Tunis
invited us to Government Housc to tell her the latest news and Lady
Clutterbuck, the wife of the High Commissioner for the United Kingdom,
had a meeting at Barnscliffe in aid of the work.”2 “In 1942 Lady Hamilton
introduced Hasell to Elecanor Rooscvelt. llascll writes they had 'a very
interesting talk about the Caravans' at the White tlouse. And so it went--
Archbishops, royalty, the titled--Hascll had an entrec into so many
worlds. IPven the Canadian House of Commons invited her to address them,
rather incongruously, on the effects that the dumping of Russian wheat
would have on Western Canadian farmcrs,3 while Western provincial politi-

cians were well-acquainted with her work and tactics, as were the R.C.M.P.

lLord and Lady Tweedsmuir "invited us to lunch in their special
train," and then arranged with lasell to ship B. C. vegetables to the
drought-stricken prairies as personal aid.  The above-mentioned, were,
of course, all Governors-General of Canada or their spouses. Lady Byng,
wife of another Governor-General, also attended Hasell's Ottawa meetings.

2Viscountcss Alexander was a cousin to Lady Katherine Seymour, the
Queen Mother's Lady-in-Waiting during much of the time Hasell corres-
ponded with Buckingham Palace, and it was Lady Katherine who introduced
llusell to the Viscountess.

-

®Occasional Paper, No. 152 (1922): p. 3.
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Hascell did not hesitate to use these conunections when she thought it
necessary. She took co-operation and aid for granted.

Although Hasell had connecctions in high places she secmed to accept
the egalitarian situation in the Canadian West. She notes, for example:
"The farm hands sat at the same table - in this democratic country no
longer below the salt." And in spite of her strong pro-British bias, she
sincerely sought to sérve settlers of all racial origins. While this ser-
vice was freely and lovingly given, it had strong paternalistic overtones,
which are indicative both of Hasell's personality and of her times. A
reoccurring strecam of thought running through her yecars of Reports is,

"We have looked after them for ycars, body and soul."1 The ''body'' part
she looked after with material aid. The "soul'™ part was her missionary
mandate. She wrote, "Pray we may understand all the different national-
ities with whom we all come in contact and members of different churches,

50 that we may help to bring unity, peace and love among all nations."”

Other Denominations

In this spirit of congeniality llascll responded enthusiastically
to the challenge of "The Russians and others [who] cannot be looked after
by their own Church and are ready and anxious to be taught by us...."

Bishop Harding of Qu'Appclle had written in the Occasional Paper, "Our

great need at present appears to be priests speaking the Russian language,
and ministering to the members of the Russian Church who have becen com-

mitted to the carc of the Anglican Church...that it is not possible for

lBeport, 1940, p. 11; also 1941, p. 9; 1953, p. 10, ectc.

2
“Ibid., 1960, p. 21.

3 . . . . L
Hasell, Caravaning Through Prairic and Mountain in Canada, p. 15.




us to minister to them in their own language is proof that we have been
too English, and not sufficicntly catholic in our language, policy and
outlook.“1 The background for this concern stems from a visit by "a
Bishop of the Church in Russia [who] while on a visit to Regina, made
known his desire that in the absence of the ministrations of the Russian
Church, his people should avail themselves of the ministrations of the
Anglican Church.”2 While Hasell would not for one moment agree that her
Church had been less than catholic in language, policy and outlook, she
nevertheless sought to respond to the needs of these Orthodox Christians.
But she was not correspondingly anxious to share this responsibility with
any other denomination: '"There werc a very large number of French Roman
Catholics, also Ukrainians, who ought to have come to the Anglican Church
as they were Russian Orthodox and arc in commun{on with us, but had
wandered off to the United Church and Sunday Schoo]."3

For llasell, the Church of England embodied all that was best in
Christian teaching and practice, and she was always pained when Anglican
children or those in communion with the Anglican Church, attended other

Sunday Schools. These "union' Schools scemed better to her than no Sunday

School at all, but not very much better. ller concept of exactly what a

nunion' Church or Sunday School was, appears to be uncertain - at one

point she maintained that they were compriscd of "children of all denom-

jnations," including Anglican - while her argument that too many princ-
iples had been compromised for the sake of unity is vague and generalized.

She wrote in 1922, "In many places therc is a 'Union' Church and Sunday

lOccusional Paper, No. 133 (1922): p. 14.

2
“Ibid., No. 156 (1934): p. 25.

oﬁpport, 1962, p. 13 1.

s e e
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School. This is a sort of co-operative Nonconformity, the ministers of
the different denominations officiating alternately.... The plan has been
adopted to economise in men and moncy; but its weak point seems to be
that, as the ministers have to please all denominations, the teaching is
apt to become wishy—washy.”l Hasell also felt that community Sunday
Schools were particularly damaging to the Anglican Church because they did
not lead to Confirmation classes, and Miss Margaret West, one of Hasell's
early vanners, agreed: ''Children in the small towns attend the Union
Sunday Schools and will ecventually be lost to our Church.”2

This being the case, it is understandable that Hasell harboured a
deep suspicion of the United Church of Canada after its formation in
1925. Bishop Rix wrote to her about a work which she wished to establish
in the Montney area of the Pecace River Block, .. our word has becn given
to the United Church not to interferc in the Monterey [sic] district...."
To which Hasell replied, '...the United Church will not keep their word,
they have not done so in the Diocesc of Athabaska.... Iris Sayle and I
know more about the country and the people up there than any of them
[referring to Anglican workers in the Peace River Block].”3 And Sayle
confirmed Hasell's opinions: '...the United Church and the Roman Cath-
olics are trying to squeecze out of existence the Anglican Churc‘n."4
Hasell's attitude softened in later years, although there is no record

of how she felt about talks of union between the United Church of Canada

Hiusc}l, Across the Prairie, p. 19.

ol
“Occasional Paper, No. 141 (1926).

OBishop Rix's letter dated December 5, 1930; Hasell's reply December
21, 1930. Both letters in bDalemain papers.

4 . . .
Letter written in 1931, Dalemain papers.
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and the Anglican. Those who knew her well felt she probably would have

accepted the accomplished fact, as she had alrcady accepted the local

United Churchmen and co-operated with them whenever necessary.
Hasell had surprisingly little to say about the Roman Catholics
other than to comment upon the presence of their hospitals and their

priests on several occasions. She did, however, entertain a profound dis-

like for all sectarianism, and observations such as: 'howling dervishes
calling themselves Nazarcenes'; "a family of Russian Mennonites - queer,"
are not at all uncommon. But the Pentecostals, invariably called the
"Holy Rollers," called forth her special reprobation:

Holy Rollers are so called because they get very excited at
their services and shriek and shout, which they call speaking
in tongues. It is a form of self-hypnotism. They roll about
the floor and go into a kind of a trance, remaining motionless
for some time. When they come round they are said to be
saved. A number get religious mania and go mad. !

She describes another service, reported by "eye-witnesses," where
the "preacher gets up and begins to speak in ecxcited tones, gradually

working himself up into a frenzy and becoming unintelligible. This is

contagious, and the audience soon become frenzied also, finally rolling

about the floor - hence the name by which the scct is known. When the

people arc in this ccestatic state they are persuaded to sign cheques for

large amounts. The Holy Rollers will not come to a town unless a consid-
2

ecrable sum is first guarantced...."

While Hascll disliked the Pentccostals, she never accused them of

disloyalty or subversion. The same cannot be said for the Jehovah's

lHasell, Canyons, p. 107,

2
“Hasell, Across the Prairie, p. 106.
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Witnesses or International Bible Students, In 1926 she describes them
as "a mixture of Communist and the most outlandish views on the Bible,"
while Sayle rccords: "We had a tremendous argument yesterday with a man
who is...an International Bible Student.... ile must have heen a Communist
. - 2 .
too, but we gave him back answeTr for answer." During World War IT Hasell

reported several Jchovah's Witnesses to the authorities for disloyalty.

She castigated them for being ''not at all loyval to the government of any
country and arc certainly undermining the Anglican, and also other Chris-
. - nd . . N . " .
tian Churches. A year earlier she had written, Many of these sects
are also not loyal to Canada or the Commonwealth., They arc not helping
with peace and goodwill among the nations of the world."
Her battle against the sects was a 1ife-long struggle. In 1957 she

reported that 'they," in this case Jehovah's Witnesses, Pentecostals and

Mormons, whose churches she sometimes refers to as ''synagogues, "always

have plenty of money and missionarics. They have training colleges all

across Canada, cars and aeroplances; from onc college in Southern Alberta

a thousand men and women finish their training each year and go as

lAlso known as "Russcllites," "Watch Tower Bible and Tract Socicty,"
and "Millennial Dawnists." They arc a scct founded by Charles Tazc
Russell (1852-1916) in the United Statcs, but are now a world-wide
organization, known commonly as Jehovah's Witnesses. Their principal
characteristics involve their curious millennial concerns, intense
proselytizing efforts, and rciusal to acknowledge loyalty to any state.

ZLctter written July 2, 1926, Dalcmain papers. flasell, Report,
1929, p. 7, writes, "1 took onc of their books away from a girl which
said, 'Capitalists and clerygy were all works of the devil'.'" She is
incorrecct when she says girls at street COMIEYS with Jehovah's Witnesses'
material rTeceive $7 per day (Report, 1948, p. 19). This is a required
disciplinc, not a paid position.

Jchort, 1958, p. 8.
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missionaries in Western Canada and Ovorscus.”l

In spite of her awarcness of the menace of the sccts, Hasell's
innate sense of fairness rebelled when there was any suggestion of foul
play. So she writes with indignation of the "Hudderites'' expericnce in
a community named Wildwood: '"Some of the people did not want them to
settle there, so they burned their baled hay. It secemed to me a most

2
un-Christian act."” lHutterites, living in communities closed to ltasell
(and others), dressing in "strange' clothing, practicing pacifism, and
non-English speaking, were natural objects for Hascll's wrath, yet she
championed them when she believed them wronged.

Obviously she had mellowed in her attitude towards these '"foreign"
groups. She wrote, in 1962, "Pray for us that we may treat with sympathy
and love the different Christian Churches and secfs, and be guided by
the Holy Spirit in all we say and do."5 lthsell's answer to this involved
problem of Christian fragmentation was quite simplce:  "Our Church must
do more than in the past, cspecially with definite teaching of the Bible

. . . . 4
for all, and simple but sound doctrine for Anglicans."

Hler ""Theology"

This, indecd, was lHlasell's answer to the whole spectrum of the
world's political and social ills - "teaching of the Bible for all, and
simple but sound doctrine for the Anglicans." There is no indication

that Hasell was in any way touched by the Social Gospel as it swept

1 . . .
Report, 1957, p. 5. Surely the thousand in one year 1s an
Hasellian exaggeration.

2
“Reporte, 1962, p. 18.

DBEREEE’ 1962, p. 21.

Yibid., 1057, p. 15.
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through the Canadian West, or that she was cven awarce of men such as
J. S. Woodsworth, Salem Bland, A. E. Smith, or others who worked and
wrote in the West, or that the Labour Church was known to her. There is
a possibility, however, that she may have cquated "Communist Sunday Schools”
with the Labour Church schools, or their successors, the Labour Party
forums. In any case, she worked in such isolation that she appears to
have been quite uninformed about other religious activities or movements.
Her own views of the Gospel and society were simple. She believed deeply
that "We shall never have unity and peace in the world without Christian-
ity. We shall have more and more strikes and wars.”l Again, '"We need
more unselfishness and self-sacrifice in the world. That will lead to
peace and goodwill amongst all men. This will prevent strikes and so
disunion shall grow less and less.... Pray that ‘all wrong doctrine,
especially the denial of the Divinity of Christ and all subversive propa-

2
ganda may be overcome by the teaching of the gospel of peace."”

Clearly, social ills could be overcome by "Truc Religion." 'Many

[sects] under the guisc of religion, arc spreading subversive propaganda.
This is very dangerous, and must at all costs be offset by true Religious

Teaching. ... Racial discrimination can only be offsct by the teaching

. . . . 3
and practice of the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man.'™ War

also could be averted. '"We must do away with these fatalistic ideas that

there will always be wars in the future.... Let us begin with the children

and youth, tecaching right ideas that God loves all His children, and

lRoporf, 1965, p. 3.

5

“Ibid., 1957, p. 25.

lejd., 1962, p. 21. Note that subversion of the state is a crime

against "true Religion'; she carried the doctrine of the unity of church
and state with her to the grave.
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wants all nations to love onc another. So inspired by the Holy Spirit we
. . , Coal e i Co et
may go forth us pecacemakers., She felt with cqual conviction that "the
: Mt et s 2
only way to counteract atom bombs 1s to teach Christianity."

The root cause of these problems was materialism, which only could
be counteracted by the gospel of peace: '"We have not spread Christianity
as we should and a great deal of the root of the evil is money and mater-
P T Y C .
ialism. Help us to fight all the materialism in the world and to
remind ourseclves, 'We canmot serve God and Mammon,' to teach the gospel
of pecace and goodwill to all men so there may be more love among the

3 ~ - |14 9 3 it 3 M o
nations of the earth. Hascll saw her mission to be a '"fight against
materialism and the worship of the 'almighty dollar','" but the "mater-
ialistic atmosphere™ was making this vocation very difficult:

Even in the Church, sacrifice and service is not put before

[young people] strongly cnough, especially at confirmation

age. That they are put into this world to make it a better

place for others because of their life, and to hand on the

faith...is not taught ecnough. They need to be reminded that

they are 'bought with a price,' that cverything they have, their

brains, talents, health, also money should be used to the glory

of God and the bencfit of mankind, not selfishly for themselves.>
Her prayer is that the "Holy Spirit may inspire us to more zeal and self-
sacrifice.”

With her faith in the divinity of Christ, the atonement, the loly
Spirit as well as in the fatherhood of God, Hasell was obviously an

orthodox Christian, as onec would expect her to be. She believed in the

1Repo§£, 1944, p. 19.

2.
Ibid., 1953, p. 31.
°Ibid., 1950, p. 28.

4Ibid., 1956, p. 22.

SIbid., 1955, p. 30.
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Creed, the truths contained in the Bible and Prayer Book, and she belicved
in the "means of grace" as administered by a clergyman. Without doubt

she assented to the Thirty-nine Articles. Those who knew her well speak

of her as "quite humble as a Christian"; a "middle-of-the-road Anglican';
"not High Church nor Low Church but in the middle"; "tending from evan-

gelical to middle Church." She disliked incense intensely but also dis-~

approved of the informality and simplicity of the Low Churchman. The
important aspect of Hasell's Christianity was obviously not her doctrinal

stance within in the Church of England, but her overwhelming love for

her fellowmen.
For Hasell, the Church was the great love of her life. Prayer was

personal and meaningful to her and she thrilled to the prayers of dedi-

cation spoken over her and Sayle by the bishop cach spring before they

set out. Once she recorded the entire prayer. In 1936, at All Saints!

Church in Winnipeg, Avchbishop Harding intened, "Go forth on this blessed

mission in peace; hold fast that which is good; be strong and courageous;

feed the lambs of the Lord Jesus Christ; strengthen, support, console;
o . ; , RN .

rejoice in the Presence and Power of the Holy Spirit. But 1t was

Bishop Alexander Doull who used "specially beautiful prayers," which

henceforth formed the basis for the dismissal services for all vanners.
Two of the prayers, beginning "Prevent us, 0 Lord, in all our doings,"
and "0 God, Who bestoweth Thy mercy at all times," are ancient prayers,
dating back to the old Latin Roman Catholic missal. Shc obviously appre-

ciated the beauty and solemnity of this liturgy.

1ngort, 1936, p. 2.

2 . . . . .
See Appendix V11 for a copy of the entire service das supplicd by

Archbishop G. I, C. Jackson.
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Hasell firmly believed in foreign missionary work, which included
Canada. During her Carlisle days she served as a Youth Sccretary for
the S.P.G., and they in turn helped her financially during the first
years of the caravan mission. She rcgularly attended St. Andrew's Church,
Dacre, when she was at home, participating in the 8 o'clock Communion
servic: as well as later Matins. She would never have a meal before the
early service, considering it an offense to the intrinsic meaning of the
Eucharist. Lvery Palm Sunday, according to the vicar, she gave a caravan
lecturce in the church, and every Laster supported St. Andrew's with a
generous offering. Giving of herself as a missionary and of her finan-
cial means for the support of the Church were an intrinsic part of her

practical '"theology."

Criticism and Concern

It is cvident that Bva Hascll dearly loved the Church of England.
Yet her love was not without discrimination or even rather harsh criti-

cism.

In the carly yecars her concern was for the plight of the destitute,

drought-stricken farmers of the Canadian prairies, and the lack of

priests to serve them. '"The Diocese [Rupert's land] and the farmers

could not find the money in these hard times, but the Church of England

in other parts of the world could have done so.'" Again she grieved:
"It scemed sad that the laity with means in England could not have sent
an cmergency fund to the Bishop in the drought area for these splendid

. . 1 . . .
clergy and their families." Lack of clereymen resulted in a woman in
) gy

Athabaska Diocese who had not been able to attend Communion for nineteen

1936, p. 5, and ibid., 1937.

Report,
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yeurs, while in the Diocese of Keewatin the last service in an isolated
arca had been held thirty years previously., There simply were no funds
to pay the priests even the meager wages they had been receiving; Hasell
mourns, "It scemed so sad that these British farmers and...some poor
woodsmen. ..should be left without the sacraments because they were with-
wl

out money.

As the years progressed, Hasell's criticism grew sharper. In 1946
she wrote, "Why are our young people not morc missionary hearted? Why is
it so difficult to get enough Van Workers? There is something very wrong.
We need the inspiration and power of the Holy Spirit to overcome the

_ PR . w2 . .
great materialism of the present day. When some Anglicans were baptized
by a Pentecostal minister in New Brunswick, "One felt this was happening
becausc our Church had left thesc people.'" '"The Mother Church should
certainly look after them [immigrants and war brides]. They have left
endowments which belong to them just as much as those who stay in

s 3 . . . . .
Britain." By 1950 she felt that "Our Church is not advancing but is
retiring, however, it is not too late if the Anglican Church would rise
s nh
to her responsibilitices.

' year after

Always she returns to the problem of "materialism,
year: "So many in our Church scem so calculating, material things seem

to loom large.'" "The 'Sccts' start up Colleges and finance them. What

is the matter with the Anglican Church'? "Then there is the materialistic

~

]I{CI)OJ*t, 1937, p. 3.

2
“1bid., 1946, p. 14.

“Ibid., 1948, pp- 17 and 27.

4Ibid., 1950, pp. 11-12.
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.. , . . nl .
spirit. No one wants to do anything without salary. Onc basic problem
for Hasecll, of course, was that her vanners served without salary, and
the difficulty in finding volunteers fusced many of her denunciations of
materialism. Love of money and lack of dedication were closely allied
in Hasell's thinking, and once, after a tirade against the lack of money,
she laments, "I think our Church must be lacking in spiritual power and
. 2, ' . . . .
faith." These arc strong words, but they mirror the increasing disillu-
sionment of an aging woman, faced with the prospect of leaving her life's
work without a sure knowledge of its continuance.

Already in 1950 Hasell began castigating the young priests who ''go

to the Episcopal Church of the States, becausc they get higher salaries,

a car, better houses, etc.,'" or those who did not have '"the spirit of

adventure" to serve in poor, outlying arcus. She became increasingly
defensive when young clergymen complained that vanners were implying that
they, the priests, were delinquent in their duties. Tension between them

grew and in some aveas it became signitficant.  To exacerbate the situation,

Hasell was not reluctant to complain about clergymen to their bishops.
In one such instance, Bishop Munn of Calcdonia answered sternly, that if
she was of the opinion his clergy were not doing "thelr priestly duty, 1
think you cannot have met them.... I cannot imagine any more devoted,
consccrated and faithful group of pricests anywhere. But 1 feel sad that

. - N . . S
it was said, however groundless it is."

That same summer lascll also wrote to the Bishop of Algoma:

1chorg) 1953, p. 30; ibid., 1964, p. 3; ibid., 1966, p. 5.
2
“I1bid., 1963, p. 5.

“Letter dated July 24, 1861, in Dalemain papers.
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The young clergy do not scem to understand why 1 started the

Van work. 1t was NOT to take the place of a clergyman but to

help them with the Religious teaching and training of the

young.... 1 feel there is an undercurrent among the Clergy

across Canada who do not understand what the aims and objects

of the Caravan Mission are or they would not try and get rid

of the vans....
Although "getting rid of the vans'" was a strong expression, there were
unquestionably an increasing number of dioceses which felt they no longer
needed the pioneer work done by the vanners. The situation had changed
and a new cra had begun. Thercfore, had the Bishop of Algoma been in
contact with Bishop Alexander O'Neil of the Diocese of Fredericton, he
would have been aware of Ilasell's near-paranoia about her caravans.
Bishop O'Neil wrote Hasell in April, 1959, that because more clergymen
were now available, the caravan work would not be as urgently required
after that yecar, and she should thercfore fec! free to take the van where
a greater need existed. She responded, not accepting the Bishop's expla-
nation, "May 1 ask you to give the Real reasons. We have known each
other long enough not to beat about the bush." The Bishop reiterated
his original rationale for the van's rcmoval, adding that the Synod
"plans to send you special thanks.... llowever, it was unanimous and 1

L . . . . . 2

do not think they will want to take time having a prolonged discussion.”
The Diocese of Rupert's Land also felt:

...that as they had Field workers, they should be sufficient to
take the Bible Vacation Schools and visit the families.... He

1 . .
Letter dated June 22, 1961, in Dbalemain papers.

2Lcttcrs all dated in April, 1959, in Dalemain papers. In her
Report, 1960, p. 6, Hasell mentions quite calmly, "1 would like friends
and subscribers in Fredericton Diocese, N. B., to know why the St. John
van has been withdrawn. The new Bishop in 1959 wrote to me commending
all my workers had done. Ile said he now had more clergy and thought
there might be more ncedy parts of Canada, therefore for the present he
did not wish me to rencw the St. John van which 1 was just about to do."

S e T oS G et
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[the Archbishop] commended the work done in the past by my

workers. They would hand back to me the two caravans.... 1
was very sorry, as 1 knew the amount of work this would
entail...and all the S$.$.P. family in Rupert's Land could

not be visited. This proved to be the case. 1
Immediately after Archbishop Rarfoot's resignation, Hasell contacted the
new Bishop, Dr. Clark, pointing out to him that Rupert's Land was really
not able to get along without her, and offering to again put vanners into
the Diocese. Dr. Clark answered politely that he must ''go along with
arrangements made by Archbishop Barfoot" but that he would review the
situation. Fredericton, Algoma and Rupert's Land were only three of the
dioceses which found their requirements altered. There were others. But
Hasell blamed most of these withdrawals not on changed conditions, but
on the antagonism, real or imagined, of the younger clergy, and therefore
she found retrenchment a difficult process. ‘

Her complaints took on a more serious note. In her last Report
(1966) Hasell contends, "One of the cliergy in an Eastern Diocese of
Canada was so unsound in his teaching that his Bishop would not allow him
to continue his ministry there. e had much to do with the General Board
of Religious Education.”z This was the culminating point of her recrim-
inations. The G.B.R.E. had appointed the Joint Committee for van work.
The G.B.R.E. in the person of Dr. Hiltz had been responsible for her
problems with borrowing the "College Fund" monies from Aylmer Bosanquet's
estate. The G.B.R.E. was represented on the St. Christopher's College
Board which never took her advice although she was its founder. Now the
G.B.R.E., she implied, was ncgatively influencing the doctrine of some of

the clergy.

lﬁgport, 1966, p. 5.

R
“Report, 1966, p. 4.
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Added to this, Hascll had not been happy with the successive sets
of new materials issued by the G.B.R.E. in the last yecars, both because
of changes in form and philosophy, and because she felt that they were
entirely unsuited for her caravan work and the S.S5.P. She was not alone
in this respcct. Mrs. Bell, an §.S.P. Sccretary for many years, comments:

...the writers and planners back cast just didn't seem to under-
stand what western rural life was like and bascd their premises
on the most advanced urban educational trends.... There was onc

sheet, I remember, which said 'Use this after you have been out
raking leaves with your child.' in the first place, not many

- . g
to be raked, or any reason for raking them....<

-t
o~

appears as though the G.B.R.E. embodied all that frustrated Hasell in
her mission work and in the Church. Yet it is important to emphasize

that Hasell loved the Anglican Church, and would have defended the G.B.R.E.
also, had it come under attack from outside her own communion. She reg-
ularly sent her Report to the Board, and was in contact with its General
Secretary, yet the G.B.R.E. also bore the brunt of her suspicions and
frustrations. lascll was a devoted daughter of the Church but she was

also its untiring critic.

Attitudes of Mind and Appearance

Hasell's criticism of the Church of England, however, was exper-
iential and emotional. It was not an intellectual cxercise. She was
intelligent, but she could never h& called an intellectual in the scnse
of action based primarily on the exercise of a studious intellect. She

was certainly well educated in the manner of her time and class, but

1 . . . .
In 1961 Hasell wrote, "If it [the new material] is an cconomy

stunt it is a very bad one.... Of course it will be very dry and the
Pentecostals etc. much more interesting. The Sects and the United
Church and others are copying our methods and we pull out."

9

&

Letter to author dated January 8, 1978.
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Hasell never developed intensive critical reading habits, for example,
which might have influenced her philosophy of life. She rarely mentions
books. She did on one occasion, send somconc "'The People's Life of
Christ' by Patterson Smyth,“1 and on another mentions that "books for
example like 'Just think, Mr. Berton,' by Tecd Byfield, the answer to
A

"The Comfortable Pew' are cxccllont,“; but otherwisc the Prayer Book and
Bible scem to have forhcd the basis of her rcading. Of course she had
no time to read while caravaning, and lecture tours in England were no
less strenuous; still, had she been keenly studious, there would be
evidence of this.

Asrnasol] was no scholar, neither was she fashionable in dress.
Her appearance mattered little to her, as long as she was relatively
clean and tidy. Nan Shipley writes that her clothes were 'chosen for
durablie qualities, rather than modish lines - blouse, skirt and jacket
of khaki, with stout shoes, rubber boots and felt hat. [Lven with care
this costume, new in May, falls to picces from hard wear by October.
Occasionally some item meets with disaster before that time, as when a
tecething baby chewed holes in Miss Hasellts hat”!3 Patience Mallenson
commented, "She always wore the same clothes when she was here [in
Dacre], cvery ycar without a change: brown coat, hat, and ankle-high
suede boots." Although there were occasions when Hasell and Sayle

dressed more formally, generally they wore thesce "Brownic' uniforms

son Smyth, A People's Life of Christ (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1921),
which went through fourtcen editions. A popular book, obviously.

2
“Report, 1964, p. 11. Edward Bartlett Byfield, Just think, Mr.
Berton (a little harder) (Winnipeg, Company of the Cross, 1965); Pierre
Berton, The Comfertable Pew (Toronto, McClelland & Stewart, 1965).

7

P .
Shipley, op. cit.
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everywhere, cven to Cathedral services, according to Miss Blsa Bray,
which is why the children of Western Canada nicknamed them "Brownies."
The uniforms were made for them in Dacre-Penrith by Mrs. Richardson, a
friend, while their hats were bought from 'enry Heath Limited, Hatters,
Oxford Street, London' - although Hasell was indifferent, Iris Sayle was
very fond of hats.

Clothes were 6n1y of practical importance to llasell, but sometimes
she used most impractical mcans of obtaining them. During the war, for
example, while in Canada, she ordercd shoes from a firm in Northampton.
0f course they could not be sent because of rationing. On another occa-
sion in February, 1942, her private sccretary at Dacre Lodge, Miss G.
Windsor, wrote in consternation to Miss Gladys Sayle, Iris's sister:
"Yesterday the wife of one of the farm labourcrs here came to me and
told me that she had had a lctter from Miss Hasell saying that she and
Miss Sayle needed mackintoshes and asking her to collect coupons in the
village for them! I am afraid there arc no spare ones!”l Eventually
Miss Windsor found that no ration coupons were nceded for mackintoshes
so she had them made up and sent to Liverpool, only to be refused by
Customs because no rubber could be exported. This incredible thought-
lessness on Hasell's part, writing from Canada to a farmer's wife in
war-torn England for clothing, scems incxplicable. It remains an enigma,
although it is consistent with her sense of the supcriority of all things
British and the sublime confidence that whatever she needed she would,

somchow, reccive.

1 . .
LLetter in Dalemain papers.




CHAPTER V.

THE LATER YEARS

Van Work

The number of vans on the road peaked in the 1950's. There were
thirty vans from 1951 to 1854, then thirty-onc from 1955 to 1959, with
sixty-two vanners, working in fiftcen dioccscs.] Thereafter vanning
began to decline. By 1966 there were only twenty-threc caravans in
eleven dioceses.  In 1967 an additional cight vans were unused because
of lack of voluntecers - "Expo has added to the difficulty of finding
workers and also Centennial projects.'" Where before only expenses were
provided, now Miss liasell offerced small bursaries to students who volun-
teered. This, and the addition of a camper truck in 1972 seem to be

the only alterations liasell made in her programme.

Honours and the Jubilee Year

Miss Hascll had been honoured with the Order of the British Empire

(M.B.E.) in 1935, and on May 5, 1964, she became the first woman to be

awarded the degree of Doctor of Divinity, honoris causa, by the University

. . 2 . .
of Lmmanuel College. Then on October 28, 1969 she was invested with the

1. . - .
The dioceses were: Atlgoma, Athabaska, Brandon, Caledonia, Calgary,
Cariboo, Fredericton, Keewatin, Kootenay, Moosonece, Nova Scotia,
QutAppelle, Rupert's Land, Saskatchewan, Yukon.

2The name of the degree granting institution under which the
Anglican College of Emmanucl and St. Chad is organized in affiliation
with the University of Saskatchewan at Saskatoon, according to Rev.
Eric Bays of the College.

-144-
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Mcdal of Scervice of the Order of Canada, which entitled her to use the
initials S. M., after her name.  Although the Order of Canada is for
Canadians, and Miss Hasell stated, "I am proud to be a Canadian," there

is, strangely cnough, no official record according to the Department of

the Secretary of State, that she ever formally became a citizen of this

1 . . . .
country. Be that as it may, the Canadian Government formally took cog-
nizance of her service as a valuable contribution to the lives of thous-
ands of the country's isolated citizens.

Nineteen Seventy marked her Jubilee Year. Hasell was now eighty-

four years old and still on vans cvery summer. The Jubilee was celebrated

in March at St. Andrew's, Dacre, by a service of thanksgiving arranged by
the vicar, Rev. Kenneth Smith, and conducted by the Bishop of Carlisle.

The Canadian flag flew from the church tower in honour of the occasion,

"oLowe

Florence Scager, a former vanner, attended the service and wrote,

thought both [liascll and Sayle] were looking worn out when we saw them,

It was a most impressive Service in Dacre Church; and Miss iHasell walked
. . . . . 2

up in the processional with such dignity for so small a person." In

Regina, Saskatchewan, Archbishop G. F. C. Jackson led a similar service

on Junc 7, attended by former vanners and $.5.P. pupils, as well as by

both Hasell and Sayle, who had just arrived in Canada. And as a tribute

to her work, Rev. William Portman published the booklet, Frontier Odysey:

Canadian Sunday School Caravan Mission 1920-1970.

Friends suggested to Hasell that this was a propitious time to

retire, Sayle went into hospital in Edinburgh during the year to be

}Officjul scarch dated November 30, 1977.

2
“Letter to Miss Atherton Radceliffe, dated November 3, 1970, in the

Diocese of Qu'Appelle Archives, Regina.

R
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treated with the new L. DOPA pills for her Parkinson's Discasc, and
although the medication helped her considerably, she was far from well.
Her family was deeply concerned. But liasell remained adamant. She would

never retire, she maintained, and so Iris Sayle, too, cndured.

Decline

Yet indications that Hascll was failing were everywhere cvident.

As early as 1950, she began to reminisce extensively in her Reports, some-
thing she had not done previously. She also repeated the same information
several times in the course of one Report, and began to include absolutely
irrelevant material. Her style of writing, never smooth and flowing,
became extremely choppy. But a cause for greater alarm was that the
ever-buoyant llasell began to sound weary and hurugscd.l Yet therc was
also always an element of uncxpected, eternal youth bubbling up in her.
For example, when she first saw modern "rock" dancing at a party in England
during these latter yecars, she thoroughly approved of it and thought it
looked like fun!

Hasell's formal Reports became irregular after 1966, In 1967 she
wrote a personal account of her work for Canon Jefferson of the G.B.R.E.,
but it was in typescript and only two pages in length, compared to the
usual printed format of about thirty pages. In it she complained that
her report was incomplete because éhc had not yet received all those from
her vanners. Rev. William Portman contends, 'Many reports to her in later
years werce faked by vanners in collusion with diocesan authorities - to
show that her policies were being continued when in fact diocesan needs

as were then apparent were not being met. This was necessary because

lFor examples sce especially Report 1954, 1964, 1965, 1966.
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Miss Hascll controlled the purse strings. There is no other evidence
of such collusion but then it is not the kind of information contained
in minutes of mecetings or committce reports. In any case, the Report for
1970-1971 appears to have been the final issue.

Hasell and Sayle came home in August, 1971, instcad of December as

had been their habit, and although they returned to Canada in 1972, it
was a short and rather painful stay. Sayle by this time had great dif-
ficulty in moving about frecely and it was only sheer determination which
kept her mobile to any extent at all. Tt was in 1972 also, that Hasecll
requested Miss Katrine Alexander and Miss Doreen Savery, both active in

the caravan mission, to come to Canada, in her words, to ''reorganize the

fleet." As a result, twenty vans were sold, while eleven were kept in
the dioceses. It was Hasell's first step in refinquishing control of
the mission.

Whether it was 1lris Sayle's wisdom or whether MHasell finally capit-

ulated may never be known, but on January 8§, 1973, Hasell circulated a

letter informing her constitucncy:

Katrina [sic] Alexander and Doreen Savery have been appointed
as Assistant Treasurer and Secretary, and communications are
to go through them.

The fund will still be at the Midland Bank, Penrith, and
a small Committee is being formed to deal with various aspects
of the work. Jennifer llaynes, on the staff of the Derby
Training College, will be one member who will interview candi-
dates when desired. ... ‘

At about the same time Iris Sayle wrote to Archbishop Scott, as
Primate of Canada, about proposed changes in the organization of the
Caravan Mission, suggesting two committees to co-ordinate the work - one

in England, and a Canadian Policy Committee in Toronto to look after

1 .
Letter to the author dated January 12, 1977.

R P T sy
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administrative details. Hasell was finally surrendering her absolute
control. Yet life seemed to retain its interest for her. In a letter
to Ruth Manning, a former vanner, dated February 7, 1973, Hasell mentions,
"Iris and I seem to kcep busy all the time, although we are not going to
Canada this year." Not only werc they not going to Canada, howcver,
these two indomitable old ladies--lasell was cighty-seven and Sayle was
seventy-nine--were home in England to stay. Although Sayle's mind was
perfectly lucid, she was physically unable to continuec. Her illness was
causing her to fall more and morc freauently, and finally she broke her
hip and was hospitalized. She died peaccfully in hospital on August 0,
1973.

Hasell also had been failing for some time, Whether she had a
stroke or whether it was arteriosclerosis is not clear. She became very
difficult, quarreling cven with Sayle while the latter was still alive.
Yet as long as Iris was ncar her, llascll was more casily managed. After
Iris's death, however, Lva's deterioration accelerated. Mlsé Tait, a long-
time resident of Dacre Lodge and a good friend, called her a "dark edition
of Queen Victoria' in her loncliness. She wandered pathetically from
room to room in Dacre Lodge, looking for Sayle, her companion for forty-
seven years, and calling her name.

Yet lasell still washed up after lunch at times, as had always been
her habit, and did her private laundry, but she was no longer responsible
for her actions. Once, during this last time, she slipped alone and
unnoticed out of the house, through the fields and into her beloved Dacre
Church where she was finally found by her frightened staff. Mrs. Bernard,
the District Nurse, began stopping in regularly and there were various

private nurses, with Sister Pye staying for several months. She would
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drive llasell into the countryside and during these rides LEva scemed less
confused and very contented. She knew all the arca round about Dacre
intimately, and loved to absorb the beauty of the hills and brooks,
forests and lakes. But cven the most capable nurses found her difficult,
and finally the decision was made by her family to put her in a nursing
home.

Mr. Michael Verey, her solicitor and heir, was in southern England,
therefore the burden of making arrangements fell on Margaret Washington
and Sylvia McCosh, daughters of Mrs. Edward Hasell of Dalemain, Mrs.
Washington writes, "I would say the family as a whole helped when and
where necessary. Mr. Vercy was insistent no money should be spared to
make her comfortable, and let us do what wag ncccssury....”l

As Hasell altered for the worsc--once friond-said, "ler mind secemed
to ceasc''--she was hospitalized with a nurse in constant attendance.
Dorecen Savery recalls, "The last time [ saw her when carthly things were
passing, I said in farcwell, 'God hless you' and such a lovely light
came over her face. The dawn of a greater light to como."2

Eva llascll died quietly in her sleep on May 3, 1974, in her cighty-
ninth ycar. Miss Savery, remembering the difficultics as well as the
triumphs of the long years for both Iris Sayle and Lva Hasell, quoted

Bishop Moule with references from Pilgrim's Propress, "The last care...

felt, the last exhausting cffort...made, the last witness under diffi-
culties borne, the last sorrow faced and entered, the last words spoken....

Then 1 heard in my dream that all the bells in the City rang for joy, and

1 :
Letter to the author dated December 9, 1977,

5
“Letter to the author dated July 24, 1977.




-150-
. HS TN Pyt oy . : . 4 3 ' n]
that it was said, 'Enter thou into the joy of our Lord'.
Not many came to Hascll's funeral on Friday, May 10, at Dacre Parish

Richardson says, not many came because the local

Church. As Miss Isobel
people no longer knew her, and the many who knew and loved her were an
ocean away. But those who did gather were a distinguished company. They
included the rich and well-born, former vanners, household staff, old
friends. The Bishop of Carlisle read the Lesson. The Government of
Canada was represented. Bishop W. H. H. Crump addressed the congregation
on behalf of Archbishop E. W. Scott. Iven the Times of London honoured
her in her death with an editorial, "A Tribute to Miss Eva Hasell,” which
appeared on May 6, 1974,

On Sunday, August 10, 1975, Archbishop Scott, Primate of Canada,
officiated in St. Andrew's Chruch, Dacrc, at the dedication of a memorial
to LEva Hasell. He reaffirmed the value of her work in Canada, and

reiterated the intention of the Anglican Church to continue it.

The Caravan Mission After 1973

The caravan mission did not "go out like the snuff of a candle”
when Eva Hasell relinquished control in carly 1973, as she had feared.
In a very concrete way, however, both Sayle and tasell had themselves
contributed to its continuity, for Saylc left a legacy of $500 to the
mission, and Hasecll $10,000, from}uzritotal fortune valued at §200,000

2
before taxcs.

1 , . - o
D. Savery, "Western Canada $.S. Caravan Mission,' n.d.

"
“According to a letter dated January 25, 1978, from Mr. Vercy, "All

estates are open for anybody to see, and in Eva's case she left property,

stocks and shares, personal possessions, jewellery, etc., to the total

of £200,000. The estate duty payvable to the Government was approximately

£100,00 and of that sum she left rather over #10,000 to Canadian charities

of which #10,000 has gone to the Caravan Mission. It will perhaps be




e

-151-

During that first post-Hasell summer of 1973, caravans were active
in the Dioceses of Qu'Appelle, Caledonia, Calgary and Saskatchewan., In
a letter to Ruth Manning, Hasell included Moosonee and Nova Scotia as
well, but Miss Savery does not wmention them in her report. There was
definitely interest in continuing the mission, as Bishop Crump had already
stated at lHasell's funeral: '"We in Canada intend to carry on the work she
began and directed for fifty-four years. 1t will be adapted to the chang-
ing times and nceds but we will remember her great objective: 'To tuake
religious education to the family and help the parents to teach their
own children and so make Cod and lHis world more wonderful'.® Now (19674)
Archdeacon . E. Hobson wrote to Miss Alexander confirming the Church's
desire to maintain the mission, but "in a manncr that meets the present
needs in a realistic way and at the same time carriea on the vision of
Miss Hasell and Miss Sayle.'" Miss Alexander sympathized with this empha-
sis, for she recognized that Miss Hasell '"didn't quite vealize how times
were changing and when sometimes vans were no longer appropriate.™

With this predisposition the work was established as a Canadian
organization under the namec "Western Canada Sunday School Caravan Fund”
(W.C.S.S.C.F.). A constitution, to be effective January 1, 1974, was

formulatcd.1

thought that this was a rather small sum related to her fortunce but it
should be rememberced that she always regarded the half share which she
received from her sister to be something which she should never dip into
as it was earmarked for me. She would, therefore, have regarded herself
as ending up after duty with only #50,000, of which she gave a fifth to
the Mission and a good many other charitiecs, I believe, benefited from
legacies which she put in her will." Dorothy llasell had made her will
in 1919 and never altered it, lecaving instructions to Lva to lecave the
money to Michael John Verey, a first cousin to Hasell's father.

See Appendix X1IL for a copy of the Constitution.
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The W.C.S.8.C.F. agreed "to make funds available not only for the

ongoing diocesan programs but also capital funding should be made avail-
able to assist in the purchase of vechicles. It was also agreed that it
is now the responsibility of the individual diocescs to recruit the
workers for the summer programs in thelr dioccsos.”l

So the work continues to the present day. When the British Fund
closed in 1975, Miss Alexander, as treasurcer, transferred to the W.C.S.S.
C.F. a cheque for #5,000. In 1976 the program in the Diocesc of Cariboo
supported a theological student who provided '"leadership to a group of
young people struggling with their identity and their relationship to
the Church structurc.”z In Moosonce a Christian education program
carried out by the "Wind Children'" from California was financed. In the
Dioceses of Calgary, Athabaska and Saskatchewan volunteers operated vans
in the traditional manner, while in Qu'Appelle funds were made available
to assist in the purchase of a school bus to transport Indian children
and adults from Gordon's Reserve to scrvices and activities at St. David's
Church, Punnichy. This was a far cry from Hasell's original methods, but

true to her vision and in tune with "the present needs in a realistic

way."

1l-‘rom the minutes of the Annual Mccting of the W.C.5.5.C.M.F. The

word '""Mission' was added officially to the title at this same meceting.
&

2
“Report of the W.C.S.S.C.F., 1976, p. 74, which also contains the
information in the above paragraph.




CHAPTER VI

CONCLUSION

It is not a simple matter to assess Lva Hasell and her work. She
was a product of her time and class, as was her unflagging desire to
serve her Church and country.

In the rural arcas of Western Canada, carly in her carecr, she was
H

well ahead of her time in teaching methods and innovativeness and Mrs.

Clifford Bell, who knew her for many yecars said, "She was always willing
to listen to new ideas and was not averse to chapge (in fact was often
very interested in innovations) but she knew very well that not all
change is either necessary or good...so she stuck to what she had learned
from expericnce."

It is precisely at the point of her "experience," however, that she
can be accused of becoming a rcactionary in later years, because she
secemed to '"freeze'" her thinking, her methods and her attitudes "at the

. 2
period between the wars, or at the latest, the carly 50's"” so that ever

therecafter "experience' became her shibboleth. If an arca needed vans in

1926 it must still need vans in 1966, although rural circumstances in
most places had been transformed; if vanners were volunteers in 1922,

they should still be volunteers in 1972 although social and financial

1 5
Letter to the author, dated January 8§, 1978,

2
Rev, William Portman cxpresses this view of IHasell in a letter to
the author dated January 12, 1977.
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conditions had changed beyond recognition.

Nor did "experience' essentially reshape Hascll's character. Rather
the reverse is true, that her personality shaped her work. Except for a
slight softening of attitude--towards "foreigners' and the United Church
of Canada, for cxample--there is little or nothing to indicate that
Hasell's character altered significantly over the years. Her strong per-
sonality and equally‘inexoruble convictions, which, if anything, rigidi-
fied as she grew older, arouscd in many of her colleagucs an ambivalent
attitude. This was especially true of her association with those in
positions of power - bishops, the G.B.R.E., and various levels of govern-
ment. But it may well be that a pionecr work as comprehensive and demand-
ing as that of Miss llascll requires an autocratic personality in order
to succeed. One neced only look at two of her cémputriots, Bishop G. E.
Lloyd and Dr. P. J. Andrews of the I'.M.L., as concrete cxamples. Yet in
interactions with those around her, there is onc voice recalling Hasell
as "very warm, affcectionate and sincere,” for cvery voice impressed with
her as "dictatorial and imperious."

Hasell retained a strong nced to be in absolute command throughout
her long yecars of service in Canada. FEvery detail must be her decision,
or so it would appear. 1Iris bSayle attended every meeting and sat in on
every conferoncc,l howbeit, unofficially, and surely her opinion carried
considerable weight with Hasell. '"Miss Sayle was always with her," Mrs.
Bell recalls, "one rcally cannot think of Miss lasell without thinking

also of Miss Sayle. They were a team and complemented cach other."”

1. - . . . . .

Sece, for example, the minutes of the Joint Van Committee, where
Hasell is invariably listed under '"Members present! and Sayle under
"Also attending."
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Under these circumstances, it would be almost inconccivable that many
decisions and opinions voiced by liasell were not actually reached in con-
sultation with Sayle. Yet Sayle received no honour, no publicity. Nor
did she seck it. Had she done so, her rclationship with Hasell could
never have survived.

Hasell's nced to control may also have been responsible for her
sense of being indispcnsﬁblc and therefore refusing to retire. Against
all advice from friends and family, she remained active until she was
eighty-six. Instead of handing the oncrous task ofvlcadership to an
associate or to a committec while she herself assumed a less demanding
role, she tenaciously retained absolute authority until both she and
her mission began to flounder seriously. 1t was a combination of simply
staying on too long and of changing circumstances in Canada which she
refused to recognize.

Hasell's strong sensc of the nccessity of the imperial connection
also became outdated. As late as March, 1970, an article in the Church
Times acclaimed, "...the British Empirc is stronger and happier because
of the work of Lva Hasell.' Yet Canada as a nation had grown to maturity
within a Commonwealth no longer an Empire, while still maintaining its
loyalty to the Crown. The Church of England in Canada also became auton-
omous financially and master in its own house, changing its name to the
Anglican Church of Canada. This is by no means to say that connections
with the Mother Church ceascd. But moncy now flowed in both directions
and the Canadian Church had its independent voice on the councils of
world-wide Anglicanism. In spite of recognizing this independence of

the Canadian Church, and in spite of a softening in her attitude towards

nforeigners,'t Hasell's sensc of the superiority of all things British
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remained with her until the end.  And understandably so, considering her
age and upbringing and her experience of Canada.

Having said all this, it is ncvertheless irrcfutable that Eva
Hasell's work yielded rich returns. 'This is attested to by the number
of children baptized, confirmed and taught the Scriptures through her
efforts and those of her vanners. It is the witness of the young clergy-
man thanking Hascll,véaying "his carlicst rccollection as a boy was the
Sunday School Van coming around..., the workers staying a week giving
Bible and Prayer Book lessons and enrolling him on the S.S.P. There
arce so many young clergy who have had the same oxpericncc.“l It is
cchoed by the considerable number of young soldicrs during World War Il
who sent money to her from their first pay cheques to show their grati-
tude for her help during their carly ycars. 1t is cvidenced by the
touching letters from the lonely, the isolated and the desperately needy .

Hascll worked "in scason and out of scason' on bchalf of these
unknown and religiously uncommitted thousands. Rev. Kenneth Naylor
culogized, "1 was speaking once to a woman worker in another Communion
than our own; she commented, 'Therc is onc reason 1 should like to belong
to the Church of Ingland, they have the Sunday School Mission Caruvan’.”z
Hascll also did much to keep isolated Anglicans faithful to their Church,

and it is not without recason that Archbishop Harding said of her, "In

my judgment the Mission has accomplished onc of the most valuable pieces

]Roport, 1954, p. 9. This includes some bishops, such as the Rt.
Rev. David Somerville.

"
Xeroxed "hetter to the Bditor," Montreal Churchman, n.d., in
General Synod Archives, Toronto.
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of mission work cver undertaken by our Communion in Western szudzx.”1

The words of an cxpression of thanks voted to lasell by the General
Synod in 1950 are succinct and still applicable. She was "a source of
untold blessing and inspiration through personal visitations on endless
trails, through Bible instruction and Church tecaching. [She] brought
together Vans, teachers, and drivers and Sunday School by Post secretaries
to do a great and dcmanding task. [Shel raised large sums of money in
the 01d Land and in Canada by ceascless and intensive cffort.”

Hascell's work, then, was appreciated by her Church and by the
settlers to whom she ministered. Some of her weaknessces--fierce deter-
mination, sublime self-confidence, autocracy--werc also strengths in
certain circumstances. Although her faults of personality were cxacer-

bated by advancing agc, these must not be allowed to dim the splendour
g 4age, I

of the work which she accomplished.







APPENDIX I (A)

17.--NUMBER OF IMMIGRANT ARRIVALS IN CANADA,

1897-1920.

IMMIGRANT ARRIVALS FROM

IMMIGRANT ARRIVALS FROM

Fiscal Total Fiscal Total
Years United United Years United United Other
Kingdom States Countries Kingdom  States Countries
No. No. No. No. No No. No.

18971... 11,383 2,412 21,716 1909.... 52,901 59,832 34,175 146,908
18981... 11,173 9,119 31,900 1910.... 59,790 103,798 45,206 208,794
18991... 10,660 11,945 44,543 1911.... 123,013 21,451 66,620 311,084
19002... 5,141 8,543 23,895 1912.. 138,121 33,710 82,406 354,237
190L.... 11,810 17,987 49,149 1913 150,542 139,009 112,881 402,432
1%02.... 17,259 26,388 67,379 1914.... 142,622 07,530 134,726 384,878
1903.... 41,792 49,473 128,364 1915.... 43,276 59,779 41,734 144,789
1904.... 50,374 45,171 130,331 1916. ... 8,664 56,937 2,936 48,537
1905.... 65,359 43,543 146,266 1917.... 8,282 61,389 5,703 75,374
1906.... 86,796 57,796 189,064 1918.... 3,178 71,314 4,582 79,074
19073... 55,791 34,659 124,667 1919.... 9,914 40,715 7,073 57,702
1908.... 120,182 58,312 262,469 1920.... 59,603 49,656 8,077 117,336

1Calendar year.

2. . .
Six months, January to June, inclusive.

Taken from The Canada Yearbook, 1920, p.

20.

JNine months ended March 31.




APPENDLIX T (B)

DESTINATION OF BRITISH IMMIGRANTS
T0 CANADA

(VA OCEAN PORTS)
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Fig. 3. —Destination of British Immigrants to Canada, 1904-1929.

Reynolds, Lloyd G., The British Immigrant: His Social and Economic

Adjustment in Canada (loronto, Oxford University Press, 1935), p. 42.
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APPENDIX T (C)

BRITISH IMMIGRATION TO CANADA 1900-1920

There were reasons of attraction to thc new country as well as
reasons for departure from the old for the large numbers of British
immigrants to Canada.

The allurement for the period 1900-1914, included relatively high
wages for skilled workers in Canadian industry, continuous employment,
and free land in the West. The Canadian government also actively pro-
moted immigration with vigorous propaganda, opening immigration branch
offices, and using various mcans of advertisement, as well as offering
bonuses to agents for cach immigrant sccurced. Railway and steamship lines
were equully active in soliciting for immigrants.

Then there were the clements of "regional myth” in which the Can-
adian West symbolized the frontier which was competitive and individual-
istic, where there was social cquality; where there were fewer corrupting
influences, and where there was faith in education and in the political
system.

Howard Palmer summarizes other reasons for this "mighty movement
of people' to the Canadian West, especially in the period to 1914: "The
Yukon gold rush, the completion of the first trans-continental raillway

and the building of other lines, the closing of the American frontier,

1

[and] new developments in dry land farming...."~

1Howard Palmer, ed., Immigration and the Rise of Multiculturation
(Toronto: Copp Clark publishing, 1975), p. 7.
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The impetus for cmigration on the other hand, involved factors such
as the rigidity of the British occupational and class structures, and the
naked reality that British industry was '"no longer wuble to promise the
worker cither sccurity of cmployment or a steadily rising standard of
life.n

The British Unemployed Workmen Act of 1905 assisted approximately
21,000 men to emigraté, while voluntary and charitable organizations such
as the Salvation Army aided between ten and fifteen thousand emigrants
annually.

After World War 1 cmigration from Britain was concentrated between
the years 1919 and 1929, but with numbers only half as large as in the
decade preceding the War. This post-1918 wave was causced largely by
results of the War, during which large numbers of men "acquired habits of
physical and mental mobility," both as soldicrs and as industrial workers.
A free-passage scheme for ex-servicemen helped 26,650 men to emigrate to
Canada between 1919 and 1922, while the BEmpire Settlement Act of 1922
empowered the British government to spend up to£1,500,000 annually for
fifteen years, partially to help emigration as a means of ''redistributing
the white population of the Empire,' according to Reynolds!

One other factor which should be noted as peculiar to British emigra-
tion and of importance to Lva llasell and the Anglican Church, is the prev-
alence of emigration in family units, indicated by the high proportion of

children under ten yecars of age--15.3% as compared with 9.7% for LEuropean

2
immigrants.

180 Floyd G. Reynolds, The British Immigrant: His Social and Econ-
omic Adjustment in Canada (Toronto: Oxford University Press, 1935), p. 43.

2Sec Reynolds, op. cit., p. 47.
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Small wonder that the Church of England was concerncd for its com-

muni cants among the 1,600,196 (1904-1929) immigrants to Canada. And as

Eva Hasell states, "It was the British immigration of 1913 and 1918 which

2]

called me to the prairies....




APPENDIX TT

THE ARCHBISIOP'S WESTERN CANADA FUND

AND THE RATLWAY MISSTON

The Railway Mission, at its peak in 1914, was able to report that
thirty-five churches, mainly wooden buildings designed to hold from
seventy-five to a hundred people and costing from $200 to $400, had been
built, "in addition to nine vicarage-shacks and seven stables. Seven
churches formerly under the mission had been termed 'on their feet' and

. 1 . . . . .
turned over to the diocese,"  while fifty-cight congregations received
regular services.

The A.W.C.F., during the ten years of its existence (1910-1920) had
attracted 138 workers (instcad of the projected 500), obtained 168 sites
and actually built a total of seventy churches as well as twenty-five
parsonages.

In his article on the A.W.C.F., Dcan David J. Carter presents the
eritique of Roland Allen who researched the Mission extensively:

He claimed that the Great War was not the real cause of any
failure to attain the ends and objects of the AW.C.F....it was
obvious by 1913 that the missions had fallen far short of the
mark in terms of finances and manpower. The War dealt a death
blow to the work and left a convenient excuse for the collapse
of the mission.... Mr. Allen criticized the missioncrs for
organizing as if there would be a full supply of clergy readily

available from England to carry on the work. They overbuilt...
70 [sic] churches had been built but by 1924 only 34 [sic] of

1 - - . .
D. J. Carter, "The Archbishops' Western Canada Fund and the

Railway Mission," Saskatchewan History, Vol. XXII, No. 1 {(Winter, 1969)
which is the basic source for the material in this section.
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them were having services.  Mr. Allen faulted the missioners
for overstressing the need to come to church services and to
contribute. e also faulted them for attempting to run a large
number of little congregations precisely as a clergyman in
England would run a parish. There is not a shadow of a doubt
that many of the missioners sent out under ALW.C.F. were exceed-
ingly good men, and some of them very able men. They were
simply in bondage to a tradition."

Carter essentially agrees with Allen's critique, but points out that
Allen himself overlooked the problems inherent in the Anglican Church at
the time: The name, "The Church of England in Canada," was a drawback
to working with nationalities other than Inglish. Then too, "The mission-
ers had a close identity with England, possibly they had difficulties in
identifying themselves with the Western Canadian growing experience.

They saw themselves as being primarily chaplains to Anglicans. They came
from the background of a National established church and found Canada a

. e . . 2
radically different situation.”

To mark the closing of the AW.C.F., a special service was held 1in
Westminster Abbey on June 8, 1920. The money raised at this scrvice,
£36,000, was presented to the Dioceses of Calgary, Edmonton and Qu'Appelle
as a parting gift. These funds are still held in trust by the Central
Board of Finance, and are available only for mission stations in the

. 3 . ) , . .
dioceses named. According to the Qu'Appelle Occasional Paper, monics

from this source have been used for the repair and furnishings of the
mission housc in Regina: cquipment of single missionaries working in

pionecr arcas; outfit grants for newly-ordained deacons, and so forth.

Yoid., p.o2n

20,
Ibid., p. 2

~1

’$.P.G. Report, Vol. 1920-1923, p. 15.

4 . .
Occasional Paper No. 151 (Winter, 1931}, p. 10.
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Carter ends his informative and interesting article by affirming
that the A.W.C.F. "represented a relatively fresh missionary approach to
an emergency situation. They came, they saw - maybe in their hard work

they didn't conquer' but they certainly put forth every effort.
Y | by Yl
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ST. CHRISTOPHER'S COLLEGE, BLACKHEATHl

The proposal for establishing a Church of England college for the
training of workers in religious cducation was first suggested by Rev.
William Hume Campbell, M.A., at a Sunday School Institute meeting in
July, 1908. On October 6 of the same year the intention became a con-
crete resolution and on February 3, 1909, St. Christopher's College,
Blackheath, London, was formally opened by Archbishop, Randall Davidson
of Canterbury.

Three resident and two non-resident students were cnrolled, and
in the third term, Miss Winnifred M. Ticehurst joined the group. She
was to become Eva Hasell's first vanning companion. By the time Tice-
hurst received her certificate (October 12, 1914) Miss Aylmer Bosanquet,
Miss Nona Clarke and Eva lasell, among others, had also enrolled. All
four were cventually to work in western Canada.

Although the College was designed specifically for training workers
in religious education, its students were not exclusively women as has
somctimes been suggested. The Soéiety for the Propogation of the Gospel
(S.P.G.) for cxample, sent two clergymen to Madras, India, in 1916, who
had received training at the school, while the records list four priests

takin; courscs in 1919. Occasionally parish priests interested

1 . . .
The rescarch for the content of this study was done in the
archives of the National Society, Dean's Court, London.
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particularly in children's work also enrolled in particular courses.

The College offered lectures primarily in theology, history,
psychology and method, with lectures bearing titles such as: ''Limelight
Views on Italian Artists'; "Education as the Science of Putting in as well
as Drawing Out'; "Locke as an Educationalist" and many others. The main
thrust, however, was on how to tcach religious education to children, and
classes were conducfed on the training of Sunday School children from the
lowest levels to adolescence. One example of methods used must suffice.
The Principal and founder of the College, Rev. W. H. Campbell, journcyed
to Palestine for authentic Biblical background in such areas as the Eastern
life-style--clothes, houses, grinding stones--and St. Christopher's stu-
dents were then taught to make models to depict Biblical times so children
could better understand the Biblical narratives.

When a student graduated from the College as a certified organizer,
he/she would give talks to tcachers, demonstrate model lessons and visit
Sunday Schools to sce how tcaching methods could be improved.

From 1909 to 1936 St. Christopher's was linked with the Sunday School
Insti.ute. In 1936 this organization merged with the National Society to
become the Central Council for Religious Education, and the "Trust Deeds"
of the College passed to the Central Council. In 1948 the Church Assembly
Council for Lducation was formed to take the placc of the Central Council
while the National Society hecame independent, although it continued to
make contributions to St. Christopher's. In 1955 the Church Assembly
assumed responsibility for this payment.

The College was now scen as having two objectives: To he a study
and research centre in Religious LEducation; and to provide adequatc train-

ing for Diocesan and parochial advisors ("Scripture Specialists"}) and for
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"voluntary religious cducation leaders from Dioceses or Parishes at home
or overscas who require courses of varying length,™
The decision to move out of London to a university town was also

made at this time, as wecll as an interesting discussion initiated on

w

whether the Principal should be a man or a woman, 1t was decided that

the ""right person'" for the position was more important than either '"sex

or ordination," and c&nsoqucntly Miss K. M. Darroch, M.A., B.D., was
appointed Head from July, 1963. The College, after selling its Blackheath
buildings to the Church Army, moved to Canterbury in September, 1963,
while its students worked for Cambridge College Certificates.

On October 18, 1965, a mceting of the Executive Committee respon-
sible for the College decided to close St. Christopher's by the end of
the ycar because of lack of students--there was oﬁe full-time student in
residence at the time, although there were also seven lodgers.

In 1969 the funds of the institution were placed in the "St. Chris-
topher's College LEducation Trust.' Should the time come when the Church
of England decides there is again a necd for St. Christopher's and a plan
is submitted, then the "Secretary of State would have to be asked to
approve [this] new scheme and that in framing such a scheme any positive
recommendations of the Commission on Religious Education established by
the National Society in association with the Church of England Board of
Education over which the Bishop of Durham is Chairman should be taken
into account.”l Under these conditions, the College could again spring

into life.

1.,. : .
Minutes of the National Society, July 9, 1968.




Three Reasons why I wish ny Daughter to be
a G.F.S. Member.

1. Because I like her to have good friends wherever she goes,
who will encourage her 1o keep steady and respectable, and will
help ber in any difficulty when she is away from her parents.

2. Because the Girls' Friendly Society offers her many
useful means of help, such as Bible and other Classes, Respect-
able Lodgings, pleasant Recreation Rooms, and Convalescent
Homes and Homes of Rest if she is ill or overworked.

3. Because I like her to feel that she can help other girls by
setting an example of steadiness and quietness of manner, and
by being 2 good friend to those who are younger or more
easily led than she is herself.

CENTRAL RULES.

1. Associates to be of the Church of England (no such
restriction being made as to Members), and the organization
of the Society 10 follow as much as possible that of the Church,
being diocesan, ruri-decanal, and parochial.

1. Assaciates {working and Honorary) and Members to
contribute annually to the funds; the former zo¢ less than
25, 64. a-year, the latter nof /less than 64. a-ycar.® Members’
payments to go to the Central Fund.

3. No girl who has not borne 2 virtuous character to be
admitted as a Member ; such character being lost, the Member
to forfeit her card.

OBJECTS.

1. To band together in one Society ladies as Associates
and girls and young women as Members, for mutual help
(religious and secular), for sympathy, and prayer.

2. To encourage purity of life, dutifolness to parents, faith-
fulness to employers, temperance, and thrift.

3. To provide the privileges of the Society for its Members;
wherever they may be, by giving them an introduction from
one Branch to another.

* Every Mcmber of a2 Braach pays 1. a-year, of which 64. is paid to the
Central Fund, and the other 64, is retained for the expenses of the Branch.

APPENDIX 1V

TO WORKING MOTHERS:
A Word about the G.F.S.

ThE Girls' Friendly Society, founded in 1875,

has an object different from that of many good
and excellent societies for girls.. [t is meant to
join together women and girls of all kinds of
different positions in life who have always
borne a virtuous character, and no one who
has not done so can join its ranks.

Since it was first founded it has grown very
much, both in the number of girls who have
joined it and in the number of places where
Branches of it are to be found. There are
over 200,000 Members and Assoclates belong-
ing to it in England alone, and it is to be
found in Canada, the United States, South
Africa, Australia, and many other parts of the
world. All who belong to it are bound to
show by their example and by their modest
manners that they know that the good character
of a woman or girl is the greatest treasure that
she can have, and is of the highest value, not
only to herself, but to her parents, her neigh-
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bours, the man she may marry, and the children
she may bring up.

We know how hard it is often for girls to
keep themselves respectable when they are far
away from their homes, and have no one they
know to takean interest in them. This Society
is called the Girls’ Friendly Society because it
seeks to prowde mends for the girls wherever
thev may go, z’th are interested in their | keep-
ing respectable. The Associate who admits
‘the girl into the Girls’ Friendly Society is
bound to be a friend to her while she is living
at home, and mothers know how often z litde
bit of wise advice from a friend will ‘help a
girl to be a better daughter and a better sister.
When she goes to another place a letter is sent
by her home Associate to an Associate in the
place where she is going to live, who will be a
friend to her there, and may introduce her to
other respectable girls so that she may have 2
nice set of friends of her own age. If she is
ill or wants help or advice in her new home
she can go at once to this Associate, who will
do all she can to help her.

If a girl has not to leave her home, and
even does not need to be befriended in a

( 3 )

strange place, she may yet be able to help
others by joining the Girls' Friendly Society.
No one can help girls so well as one of them-
selves. If a girl is inclined to be thoughtless
or to get herself into trouble by reckless ways,
no one can make her so ashamed of herself as
a girl friend whom she respects, and who she
knows would be ashamed of her if she ‘let
herself down.” . The Girls’ Friéndly Society
offers girls the help of good friends for them-
selves, and the opportunity of being good
friends to other girls who want help which
they can give. We want all kinds of girls,
of all classys and aH ranks, and occupations,

to  fight side by side in the battle which has
to be fought on behalf of purity and modesty,
and to help each other [ike soldiers in the same
regiment when the enemy is before them.

And if you like your girls to join this
Society while quite little, so that they may be
trained early in modest and helpful ways, they
can be enrolled 2s Candidates till they are
old enough to be admitted as Members. Ve
shall be especially glad if you will bring them
to us yourselves, to show that you trust them
to us.

“OLT-



APPENDIX V (A)

SUNDAY SCHOOL BY POST

The work of the Sunday School by Post (S.S.P.) was begun in 1905
when Mrs. Gwynne, a Sunday School superintendent in the parish of Crenfell,
Saskatchewan, became concerned about the ten to sixteen children in her
church unabie to attend Church School because of distance and other rea-
sons. With the co-operation of the Rev. T. C. Beal, the rector, she began
typing out lessons and sending them to the children, who then returned
their written assignments for marking. Soon she had 200 children in the
surrounding countryside on her mailing list. According to T. C. Boon,

The Anglican Church From the Bay to the Rockies, (Toronto, 1962) , Arch-

deacon Lloyd of the diocese of Saskatchewan adopted the plan for this
. 1 . . . Cy s
diocese, ca., 1906. Other dioceses followed suit, until it had spread
to all the Western Canadian dioceses and some Eastern ones, like Keewatin
and Quebec.
The $.$.P. is really a "corrvespondence school in religious educa-

tion," and witl growing enrollment, the preparation of lessons passed out

1ln G. A. Kubring, ed., The Church and the Newcomer {(Toronto, n.d.),

p. 105, it 1is stated that Bishop Lloyd conceived the plan when he was
Archdeacon but both Boon, op. cit., and Embury, History of the Diocese of
QufAppelle, n.p., 1953, credit Mrs. Gwynne. Bishop Carrington, on the
other hand, states, 'Sunday School by Post, which was based on a weekly
correspondence system, had been first devised in Tasmania, and was intro-
duced into Canada by Bishop Lloyd...." (Carrington, The Anglican Church
in Canada {Toronto: Collins, 1963), p. 255), while Occasional Papers,
No. 155(1933):p. 2, maintains, "The scheme of the S.S5.P. was first started
by Bishop Montgomery, and was begun in Qu'Appeclie in 1923."

-171-
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of the hands of local people to be preparcd and published by the General
Board of Religious Education (G.B.R.E.).

The G.B.R.E. regularly sent lessons graded in difficulty to these
isolated children, and for dioceses just beginning this work, G.B.R.E.
provided a limited amount of litercture free of charge. With frontier
conditions and resultant poverty, it was felt inadvisable to charge the
children directly for'their lessons in any case, so only families able to
to so contributed to the cost.

The initial expense ot organizing S$.5.P. was met by a grant from
the diocese. With literally thousands of children enrollcd,l however,
the cost could be quite overwhelming, so Hasell contributed to the project
regularly. 1In her Report of 1941 she records that the W.A. also had voted
to give $5,000 to pay for papers und postage whe;c these costs could not
he carried by individuals.

Usually the work of marking was carried on in some diocesan centre
under the direction of a superintendent or scerctary. Often this work of
marking the papers and sending out lesson materials was done by volunteers.
The materials were sent either every four wecks or every quarter, accord-
ing to the courses being taken. Often personal letters werc included by
the children when they returned their lessons, and these were answered
by those returning the papers. Whencver possible, "good magazines' or
other reading material was sent with the lessons to help meet an urgent
neced in isolatcd homes.

The children were encouraged to write the Annual Examination

1. . .

The cxact number cannot be ascertained because there was never a
central S.S5.P. headquarters. yeing under diocesan control, with much
of the work voluntary, not all arcas kept accurate records.
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conducted by the G.B.R.E., and high standing was considered a great achieve-
ment. Certificates of promotion were awarded when passing from one level
of instruction to another. The $.5.P. was also used in some arcas to pre-
pare candidates for confirmation.

Miss Hasell's vanners provided valuable assistance to the S5.S5.P.
both in finding children to enroll and by providing volunteer help in
marking and mailing. In 1924, Hasell commented on '"a special course being
prepared by a committee with representatives from the dioceses of Calgary,
Edmonton, Qu'Appelle, Saskatchewan and Rupert's Land. Some of the members
of the committee have travelled in Sunday School Mission caravans, so have
first hand knowledge of the kind of lessons that arc required. These

. . . .
lessons will be published by the G.B.R.L." Hasell was less pleased with
subsequent revisions of the G.B.R.E. material, and verbally abused at
least onc edition as a very bad "economy stunt."

The S.5.P. had a long range vision:

With a view to helping the wmembers of the §.S.P. to realize that
they are part of the Church at large, and that they can have some
share in the general work of the Church, arrangements are made
whereby the boys and girls may become Lone Scouts or Guides, and
the older ones members of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew or of the
WA,

In this way they arc kept in touch with the scrvice side of
the Church's work and are made to realize that, even though sep-
arated, they can join their efforts with others in the furtherance
of the Church's great task . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .

In a word, the S.S.P. has proved to be one of the best means
ot holding the ground in outlying districts until the Church has

. 2
been established. =

In the Dioceses of Nova Scotia and Fredericton, the clergy initiated

a radio broadcast for children from 9:00 a.m. to 9:30 on Sunday, which

lHasell, Through Western Canada, p. 248. Sece Appendix V (B) for
the 1933 lesson outline.

2
“Kuhring, op. cit., pp. 110-11.




centred on the same subject as that wecek's S.5.P. lesson. It was of very
significant help to the children, and was received with great appreciation
by whole families as well as by S.S.P. sccretaries.

As conditions changed in the 1960's, howecver, the 5.S5.P. was no
longer of the same vital importance as before. A reduced rural population
served by better roads and with access to automobiles, made it possible
for almost everyone wﬂo wished, to attend a church. In the Diocese of
Qu'Appelle, according to Archbishop G. I, C. Jackson,1 where Hasell began
her work, the S.S.P. is now carried on under the title "Church at tome,"
and so, similar changes occurred across Canada. With the opening of the
North, the situation is again in & state of flux,

The nced for S.8.P. has decreascd, but in the many years of its
operation, the organization proved itself over and over again as a means

of saving many isolated rural families for the Anglican Church.

1
Letter to author, dated January 6, 1977.




APPENDIX V (B)

DUNDAY 1) CHOOL

A Series of Courses
By The
Editerial Department
The General Board of Religious Education
604 Jarvis St. Toronto, Ont.

The following is o list of our Lesson Courses in their order:
BEGINNERS' COURSE:—4 and 5 years of age.
1.—The Father's Children.
2.~—The Futher’s World,
PRIMARY COURSI:—6, 7 and 8 years of age.
3e--The FFather’s Love.
4.—T.cve and Obedience,
h—Love and Worship.
JUNIOR COURSE:—9, 10 and 11 years of ape.
6.~~The Christian and His Heavenly Father,
T.—The Christian and His Saviour,
8.—The Christinn and His Guide.
SENIOR COURSE:—12, 13 and 14 years of age.
d~—The Christian’s Loyalty to fiis Church.
10.—The Christian’s Loyalty to Truth (Church Catechism,
11.—The Christian’s Loyalty to His ldeals,
JUNIOR BIBLE CLASS COURSE:— 15 to 17 years of age,
12.—The Christian's Books,
13.—The Christian’s Caling,
14.—The Christian’s Master,
14A —The Christian’s Problems,
YOUNG PEOPLIE'S BIBLIS CLASS COURSI:—17 to 25 vears of age.
15,~The Christian’s Church (A history of the Church).

TEXT BQOGKS
On the following Courses are now prepared —
No. 3-~The Father's Love.
No. 4—Love and Obedience,
No. {--Love and Worship.
No.  6—The Christian and is Heavenly Father.
No. 7—The Christian and His Saviour,
No.  8--The Christian and His Guide,
No. 10—The Church Catechism.
No. 15—A History of the Church,

Taken from the Yearbook of the Church of England in Canada 1933. This
outline formed the basis of Miss Hascll's curriculum, agd tbat of the
Sunday School by Post, although there werc adjustments for isolated arcas,
as has been noted.
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APPENDIX VI

THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE MAPLE LEAF

The Fellowship of the Maple Leaf (F.M.L.) has its origins in the
"Maple Leaf Workers,' a group organized in 1903 in Tunbridge Wells, Eng-
land, by a Mrs. Stamford, sister of Dr. George Exton Lloyd. Lloyd, later
Bishop of Saskatchewan, was at the time involved in the emigration of the
Barr colonists, but when he returned to Fngland, he became prime mover in
a recorganization of the Maple Leaf Workers which began in May, 1916, and
during which the name was changed to The Fellowship of the Maple Leaf.
The first exccutive committce meeting of the F.M.L. was held on July 26,
1917, with Rev. Lloyd as Director of the organization, and Rev. H. A.
Edwards, of Jasper Park, as Organizing Sccretary.

Surviving reccords do not state just what the aims OT functions of
the Maple Leaf Workers were, but the aim of the F.M.L. was quite explicit:
to "Keep Canada British and Christian.' For a long time its organ,

Monthly Letters, bore on the four corners of its covers the initials,

K.C.B.C. (“"Keep Canada British and Christian.'), while the printed Annual
Reports of the Fellowship had priﬁtcd on their inside cover the principles
of the F.M.L.: 'the maintenance of Religion; the estates of the realm;
and the unity of the Empirc under the Crown." The badge of the Fellow-
ship consisted of three flags - the Union Jack, the Canadian flag, and

the Church flag - with the letters ML (Maple Leaves) imposed on the staffs.

1. . . .

he F.M.L. sent workers also to Australia which seems rather
incongruous, but Canada was its major field, and the onc with which this
paper is concerned.
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In order to fulfil its aims and principles, the F.M.L. sent workers,
primarily tecachers, to the Canadian West. The emphasis was on young women,
trained at St. Christopher's, Blackheath, an Anglican training college for
Church workers, but young men were also cnlisted.1 A pamphlet entitled,

The Future of Western Canada makes an appeal for '"One hundred young men

and Four Hundred young women, Each Ycar for at least Ten Years to come
for the Government Séhools in Western Canada.

They must be Churchmen, Baptized - Confirmed - Communicants, of
real Christian convictions and sound British instincts, over eighteen years
of age, with a rcasonable Lnglish cducation and ordinary health of mind and
body. Willing to do somcthing beyond what they are paid to do, for the

2

sake of CHURCH and EMPIRE."™

This same pamphlet notes that the young muic tecacher could be issued
a lay reader's licence to enable him to conduct services where no clergyman
was available, and "When thesc young men go on the field and see for them-
sclves the nced of the Church, it is confidently expected that many will
offer to become candidates for the Ministry...."

Two reports on the early days of the F.M.L.3 state that the first
teachers sailed for Canada in 1917, but handwritten notes, presumably
minutes from the first meeting, state: "July, 1918: first teachers

sailed, Mr. D, Jonecs, the Misses Palmer, Leec and Fox.'" Be that as it

L. & . . .
This fact is often overlooked, as in the "Introduction' to the
F.M.L. Papers, Anglican General Synod Archives, where only "Christian
young women' arc mentionecd.

5
“The pamphlet has no place of printing, and no date.

5Dr. Millman's two pagc typed report, and "Introduction' to the
F.M.L. Papers. These were sent to me from the Anglican General Synod
Archives as was the handwritten material. None of it is adequately
identified.
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may, the movement gained momentum after the War years, and an issuc of

the Qu'Appelle Occasional Paper (n.d.), states that 110 teachers have

been sent out in ''the past cighteen months," probably from 1921-1923.

The Fellowship maintained its educational aims but extended
its work into other arcas. Irom 1929 it gave support to the
S.5.P., and by 1935 was subsidizing the Bishop's Messengers.
1t aided lay and clerical workers from Lastern Canada who
served in the West, particularly in Peace River country. From
England it sent out bales of clothing in drought years. It
entered the sphere of medical missions, supporting doctors and
small hospitals in a number of localities. It even gave some
assistance in 1931 in recruiting men for the Church's ministry
to be trained in the Montreal Diocesan Theological College.
Through the munificence of an "Anonymous Donor," later identi-
fied as Mrs. Marion Beatrice Smith, came money to build many
hostels and churches across the West in Regina, Edmonton,
Saskatoon and Pcace River.!

The headquarters of the F.M.L. were bombed during the Second World War
and many of its papers lost. Thosc remaining were deposited in the
General Synod Archives of the Anglican Church of Canada, in 1971.

Rev. Philip James Andrews, O0.B.LE., D.D., was "an Irishman, who was
ordained in Canada and worked there for many years before shouldering the
responsibility for the organization as its sccretary and nerve centre in

2
London."” e served admirvably for fifty-five years, and was constantly
travelling to raise money for the "loan bursaries'" which were used to
help candidates receive Canadian teaching certification, as well as for
the Fellowship's many other pmjccts.3

[t 1s quite obvious that thc.Followship had the same aims and

purpeses as did bva lasell.

1 . . . .
Quoted from "Introduction" to the F.M.L. Papers.

o}
Dr. R. D. Symons, "Companions of the Peace," p. 314.

~

Canon Stephen Burnett notes that when Dr. Andrews "'saw the Union
Jack dropped as the Canadian flag, he lost interest'" in Canada. Fortun-
ately, the F.M.L. did not.

R O T I Ry
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Yet there was virtually no co-operation between them, largely, it
would seem, because of ua personality conflict betwecen Hasell and Dr.
Andrews. lfasell was considered "almost Victorian" in her methods and
attitudes by Dr. Andrews, who considered himself much more progressive,
and when two such dominant personalitiecs meet, it is less than surprising
that therc should be conflict. According to Canon Burnett, Dr. Andrews
was '"low born, working class, became a snob and recruited only from the
high born," Recruiting from the same class could likely also have brought
him into conflict with Hasell.

When Dr. Andrews retired in 1965 (he died in 1974}, Canon P. S,
Burnett became Sccretary of the Fellowship. A tall, genial and extremely
busy man, he outlined the present work (1977) of the F.M.L. as follows:
Contributing to the support of: '
(1) Sorrento Centre near Kelowna, B.C.;

(2) A dircctor of Field Work and Continuing Education for the College of
Emmanuel and St. Chad in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan;

{(3) A priest in the Diocese of Cariboo doing Indian work;

{(4) A party of clergy from Canada visiting ngland to participate in a
workshop on the ministry.

Canon Burnectt also noted that new projects were constantly being
considered and developed. Obviously the F.M.L. is still very much alive

and well, its Exccutive Committece méeting in London twice yearly.




APPENDIX VII

COMMISSIONING OF VAN WORKERS:

THE ORDER OF SERVICE

Hear the words of the Gospel written by St. Matthew, the 28th
chapter, and the 18th verse.

"Jesus came and spake unto them saying: "All power 1s given unto
me in heaven and in earth., Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptising them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
lloly Ghost, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have com-
manded you, and lo, I am with you alway, cven unto the end of the world.

Amen.

V. Our help is in the Name of the Lord.
R.  Who hath made heaven and carth.

Let us pray.
pra)

Prevent us, 0 Lord, in all our doings with Thy most gracious favour,
and further us with Thy continual help, that in all our works begun, con-
tinued and ended in Thee, we may glorify Thy Holy Name, and finally by

Thy mercy obtain everlasting life; throuph Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

0 God our Heavenly Father, Who didst manifest Thy Love by sending
Thine only-begotten Son into the world, that all might live through Him,
pour Thy Spirit upon Thy Church, that it may fulfil His commands to

precach the Gospel to every creaturc; send forth, we bescech Thee,
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labourers into Thine harvest; defend them in all dangers and temptations;
and hasten the time when the fulness of the Gentiles shall be gathered
in, and all Israel shall be saved. Through the same Thy Son, Jesus Christ

our Lord.

0 God, Who bestoweth Thy mercy at all times on them that love Thee,
and in no place art distant from them that serve Thee, direct the way of
these Thy servants in Thy will, that having Thee for their protector and
guide, they may walk without stumbling in the paths of righteousness;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Take thou authority to perform in this Diocese the work whereunto

God hath called thee. Amen.

Go forth upon thy journcy, in the Name of God the Father, Who
created thee; in the Name of Jesus Christ, Who suffered for thee; in
the Name of the Holy Spirit, Who strenpthens thee; in communion with the

blessed saints and aided by angels and arch-angels and all the armies of

the heavenly host.

God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, preserve and

keep you, now and forevcrmore. Amen.




-182-

THE DEDICATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSTON CARAVANS

The clergy, choir and van workers will lead the procession from

the Church into the parking lot, where the ncw vans will be dedicated:
IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE HOLY GHOST. AMEN.

V. Our help is in the Name of the Lord
R. Who hath made Heaven and earth.

V. O Lord, hear our prayer

R. And let our cry come unto Thee.

V. Blessed be the Name of the lLord

R. From this time forth for cvermore.

Hear the words of our Saviour Christ wrjttc% in the Gospel accord-
ing to St. Mark, chapter 10, versc 13:

"They brought young children to Christ, that lle should touch them;
and His disciples rebuked those that brought them. But when Jesus saw
it, He was much displeased, and said unto them, - Suffer the little chil-
dren to come unto Me, and forbid them not; For of such is the Kingdom of
God. Verily 1 say unto you, Whosocver shall not reccive the Kingdom of
God as a little child, he shall not enter therein. And le took them up

in His arms and blessed them."”

Hear also the words of Holy Scripture written by 5t. Paul, in his
sccond Epistle to Timothy:

"From a child thou hast known the lloly Scriptures which are able
to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

A1l scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
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doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.
Therefore prcach the word; be instant in scason, out of scason, watch
thou in all things, endure afflications, do the work of an Evangelist;

make full proof of thy ministry."

Let us pray:
In the faith of Jesus Christ we dedicate and set apart this Van:

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

Almighty God, Who lovest little children, bless we besccch Thee
these vans, in the work for which they are set apart and dedicated, and
grant that by means of Thy Word taught in their journcyings, many of Thy
little ones may be brought to the knowledge of Thy love and into the

fellowship of Thy Holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

0 God, our hcavenly Father, Who art present in Thy power in every
place; prescrve, we bescech Thee, all who travel in this Van; surround
them with Thy loving care, protect them from every danger; and bring them
ever in safety to their journey's end; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.,

O Everlasting God, Who hast ordained and constituted the services
of angels and men in a wonderful order; mercifully grant that, as Thy
holy Angels always do Thee service in heaven, so by Thy appointment they

may succour and defend us on ecarth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing.,
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THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE WEST

By 1928 the influx of immigrants to the virgin lands of the Pcace
River country was presenting monumental problems to those concerned with
the spiritual as well as the material well-being of these new settlers.
Miss Eva Hasell and Miss Iris Sayle walked into the area in 1928, organ-
izing Sunday Schools and providing S.S.P. material. They visited the
Peace River Block again in 1929, but their work was primarily with women
and children. They could do very little for the general population. When
their summer's work was completed, these resourceful ladies visited many
Anglican churches throughout Canada and Great Britain, to lecture on their
work, both to acquaint people with the need and to raise funds.

One of the cities Miss ltasell visited was Montreal, and here, the
desperate need for priests, especially in the dioceses of Caledonia and
Athabaska, touched a group of the younger clergy. Three Montreal priests,
Geoffrey Guiton, Elton Scott, and R. K. Naylor,1 saw a threefold need:
""(1) To emphasize the oncness of the Church by sending from the Last help
in prayer, men and money . . . . (Zj To widen the individual experience

of some clergy and young laymen by field-work and pastoral training in

lRev. Geoffrey Guiton went to India as a missionary and died there
in 1947, while serving as Headmaster of the High School at Palampur; Prof.
Kenneth Naylor, later became Archdeacon of Montrcal and Rector of Trinity
Church; while Elton Scott, son of the famous Padre Scott of World War I,
became professor of Pastoral Theology, Bishop's University, Lennoxville.
This information supplied by Bishop Russel I, Brown, himself a Fellowship
of the West missionary in 1936-1940.
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cireumstances different from their own. (3) To bring to the Church in
Montreal fresh information and knowledge of the Church in the Wcst.”1

With the encouragement of Bishop Farthing of Montreal, and Dean
Arthur Carlisle, the Pellowship of the West was organized to fulfil this
expressed purposc.

In the summer of 1929, two motor cars with four workers went to the
Peace River: Scott and William Springer,z a layman, to the diocese of
Caledonia; Naylor and Selwyn Willis, not yct ordained, to the diocesce of
Athabaska.3 Giving up their holiday time, and with only their expenses
paid, they worked during the summer and returned to their own duties after
this three-month leave. During the winter they reported on conditions and
needs in the Peace River arca. Students from King's College, Nova Scotia,
as well as those from McGill became involved. bttawa and Toronto both
organized branches but it was in the diocese of Montreal that the work had
its base.

The priests who experienced the need in the Peace River werc con-
vinced that summer work alone could not provide enough help, and when
Bishop Rix of Caledonia urgently requested a resident clergyman for the
Fort St. John arca, the Rev. George H. Wolfendale respondcd.4 His salary
was paid by the Fellowship, although Monica Storrs of Fort St. John con-

tributed almost half of his living expenses, according to Dr. R. D. Symons.

l”Pcllowship of the West," in The Living Message, p. 14, (n.d.).

9

“Springer was killed over London in 1940, a pilot in the R.A.F.
3 . . . " . .
T. R. Millman, ed., Publishers of Peace (n.p., The Joint Committee
on Conferences and Summer Schools of the Church of England in Canada,
1942), p. 62, says work began in the Diocese of Athabaska, when in fact,
it began simultancously in both Athabaska and the Diocese of Caledonia.

4 . . . . . . .
Wolfendale died of wounds in ITtaly in 1944, having scerved first as
a stretcher-bearer, then as a Chaplain.
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The position in Fort St. John continued to be filled by members of the
Fellowship until it became an independent parish, in 1952, A similar work
was carried on in at least two places in the diocese of Athabaska.

The summer work continued as well, with members of the Fellowship
doing mission work, helping in the construction of churches, parsonages or
parish halls, and doing whatever nceded to be donc.l Assistance was given
in three dioceses, Athébaska, Caledonia and Edmonton. During World War II,
the Athabaska Highway ran through this territory and provided even greater
challenges for the ministry.

The work of the Fellowship of the West continued actively into the
1960's, with summer assignments by students still being carried on in 1977.
In the spring of 1978, howcver, it was decided to terminate all further
activity. The papers of the Fellowship are scattered and information has
been difficult to obtain. However, Bishop Russell Brown of Quebec (retired),
a former Fellowship priest, informed the writer that an effort is being
made to have their story in print for its Jubilee Year, 1978.

This prayer, used at all Fellowship mectings, exemplifies its spirit:

0 Loving Father of all men, who hast brought into this land the
people of many nations, we thank Thee for faith and fellowship,
and for the lives of those who have passed on to us the gift of
Christianity. Give us more zeal to make Thee known to those in
our land who know Thec not, and to those who have been left with-

out the ministrations of Thy Church, that we may make this
Dominion Thine from sca to sca.?

1Carrington, op. cit., p. 267, says, erroncously, "There was also an
auxiliary corps of devoted ladies who were known as the Companions of the
Peace and were led by Miss Monica Storrs....'" These ladies in the Fort St.
John area were indeced devoted and accomplished a great work, but they were
not an auxiliary corps to the Fellowship of the West. Storrs came out in
1929 to work independently, and it was she who encouraged the Fellowship
to place permanent workers in the arca.  The soon-to-be-published Diaries
of Monica Storrs, edited by Prof. W. L. Morton, arc most informative on
the subject.

2
“Quoted in T. R. Millman, op. cit., p. 63.
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APPENDIX IX (A)

1. QUALIFICATIONS FOR TEACHERS ON

SUNDAY SCHOOL CARAVANS

Must be confirmed and regular communicant of the Church of England
in Canada.

Must forward a reference from a Clergyman who knows candidate well.
Must volunteer for at least five months, and if possible, longer.

Must be at least 21 yecars of ape, and if in charge of a Van, 206 or
over.

Must have been trained at Deaconess House, Toronto, or any recognized
Anglican Training centre, or have passcd the highest grade of the
G.B.R.E. Correspondence Course in New Testament, Prayer Book, Church
History, Methods of Sunday School Teaching, and Child Study. This
correspondence course training is for those who have had practical
teaching experience.

Must have had practical experience in a well organized modern Sunday
School. Candidate must forward a certificate as to her teaching
capabilities from a trained expert whosc name will be sent to her.

Must have a recent doctor's certificate, stating that applicant is
strong enough to undertake this work in any altitude, especially as
regards heart and nerves. TForm can be obtained from Miss Hasell's
representative.

No salaries are given for Van Work, but travelling expenses from home
to Western Canadian destination and return and board whilst on the
Caravan will be provided, unless workers can help with or pay their
own.

Teachers must have an interview with Miss F. H. Eva Hasell, M.B.E.,
Founder and Hon. Organiser, or onc of her representatives who will
communicate with her, and she will decide whether volunteer is quali-
fied for the work. Miss lHasell's address, from which letters are
always forwarded: c¢/o Synod Office, Trinity Hall, Winnipeg, Manitoba.

..........

All Workers are insurcd against accident and looked after when sick.
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iv.
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11.  TOR THE DRIVER

Must be a member of the Church of England and a regular Communicant.

Must be able to give letters of reference, preferably from a clergy-
man,

Must produce a doctor's certificate to the effect that she is
physically fit for the work.

Must have had experience in driving large Ford truck and have taken
a course at a garage in running repairs,

N.B. (a) In each van there must be a trained tcacher and an expert
driver who can do repairs. In case of a third worker
going, it will not be neccssary for her to have the quali-
fications above mentioned.

(b) One of the workers must be at least twenty-five years of
age and no worker younger than twenty-one.

{¢) One of the workers must be able to wash and do camp cooking.
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10.

11.

APPENDIX TX (B)

REGULATIONS

No smoking while working with Caravan Mission.

No Theological students or unmarried men to be taken on van.

No expeditions to be made alone with men.

Workers not to camp too long with any one family and avoid going
constantly to Rectories for meals.... The rural clergy and their
wives are very hospitable but have very small salaries.

Only the driver, drives.

No cook stove to be lighted in the van - insurance docs not cover
this.

Workers to always sleep in van unless bad storm or on walking
cxpeditions.

Workers should go together it walking or riding.

Teacher must get lists of S.S. by P., families on routes to be
visited.

Give written reports to cach Rector before leaving his parish.
Follow itinerary given by the diocese - drawn up by Diocesan Board

of Religious Education or Van Committees.

Remember you are Diocesan workers under the Bishop and do all that
he and his clergy wish.
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REPORT OF SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSION CARAVAN WORK

(1st Half)

DiOCES . st it i vtene st Date
From.... e
Names of Workers............ e e
e e e e e . B o T
Number of new members enrolled in the Sunday ..., ..

School by Post

Number of Sunday School by Post members revisited e
Number of Sunday Schools started e
Number of Sunday Schools taken ... e

Number of homes visited e e

Number of Bible lessons given in classes in Vacation
Schools e

Number of Vacation Schools held e
Number of Scrvices taken e
Number of lessons given in Children's camps e

Number of lessons given to children in Sunday Schools,
homes or anywhere : e

Number of addresses given to adults on religious
teaching and training in prayer and worship
for children e

Number of addresses on any other subject e

Number of children found for Baptism and names given
in to the Clergy e

Number of candidates found for Confirmation e
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Number of miles travelled by the Van e
Number of miles ridden, driven, or

by boat or train Cee e
Number of miles walked ...l e
Total number of miles e e

Please fill in this form from beginning of tour to August 20th, and send
at once to Miss P, Pva Hasell, c¢/o Box 31, Whitchorse, Y.T.

N.B. -- Make any remavks about work on back of form.




APPENDIX X

COPY OF LETTER FROM MISS HASELL TO THE PRIMATE

ADDRESS for letters:

This address c¢/o Synod Office,
will get me all Trinity Hall,
winter. Miss Sayle Winnipeg, Man.
and 1 are staying in Nov. 7th, 1540.

Canada all winter.

Your Grace:

I have received no answer to my letter, asking why you wished me to
meet the Bishop of Niagara and Mrs. Donaldson?

] want to make quite clear that I cannot meet with any committee in
connection with Van Work in Western Canada, except the Western Bishops
and their Diocesan Boards of Religious Education in each Diocese in which
there are Vans. My vision of the work, since I started it 21 years ago,
has becn that it should be worked on Diocesan lines.

As you know, Archbishop Matheson, then Primate, allowed me to start
in 1922 the "Western Canada Sunday School Caravan Fund" in Canada and in
England. The manager of the Royal Bank of Canada, Avenue Road Branch,
Toronto, reccives the money and kecps the accounts in Canada.

As you know I founded the work in 1920 and gave the first Van, and
my sister and 1 gave the Calgary Van in 1922, Archbishop Harding gave
me permission to work in his Diocese in 1920, and I have never started
any Vans without the request of the Bishop of the Diocese: and we work
under them. There are now 24 Vans and 48 llon. workers in eleven Western
Dioceses.

1 also have representatives all across Canada who interview candi-
dates for me. I have also arranged in my will to leave a sum of money to
the Caravan Fund, and also named experienced Van workers who shall carry
on finding workers and raising funds for the Bishops and the D.B.R.E. in
the Western Canadian Dicceses.

I cannot leave this bequest in my will if a Board or Committee is
constituted in Canada to manage the Van Work. This of course does not
mean the Western Bishops and their D.B.R.E.

Reports of the Van Work arc always sent to Dr. Hiltz to read out
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at the G.B.R.E. Annual Meeting,
My recasons arc the following for not wishing for a Board or committee:

1. The work was nearly wrecked before by a committee of which the three
chief members who made things impossible were, Dr. Hiltz, Dr. Rogers,
and Mrs. Donaldson.

e.g. The late Bp. of Kootenay and his clergy asked me to raise money
for a Van in 1925 and come myself in 1926 with a companion to his
Diocese.

The Van committee said he shall not have a Van, there were no
passable roads. If I had not brought the money earmarked from England
and said that Miss Sayle and myself were willing to go, there would
not have been a Van in that Diocese. There are now 3 Vans and 6
Workers. The committec ignored the Western Bishop's ideas and requests.

2. While I was in England collecting funds, in the winter, quite unquali-
fied workers were accepted by the committec; some could only go for
2 months instead of five and others had had no training in religious
cducation. I had drawn up qualifications for drivers and teachers
which had been passed by the committee, but they did not keep to these.

The workers were accepted without consulting me. [ was respon-
sible to the Western Rishops for these workers and the waste of money.

They also had a mecting while 1 was in England arranging how the
money 1 collected in England should be spent, and 1 did not receilve
the minutes till the meeting was over.

1 saw Archbishop Matheson and the Western Bishops and explained
it was an impossible situation and 1 could not carry on.

The General Synod therefore did not re-elect the Van committee.

1 cannot work with Mrs. Donaldson, Dr. Hiltz or Dr. Rogers so
it is no usc talking things over with them or the Bp. of Niagara.

It will only lead to disagrecables, which I do not wish in the
Church.

] would like to have a private conversation with you, if you
have time, when 1 am in Toronto on bee. 7 - 8, 9, 10 or I may be there
on Dec. 11th. 1 know it will ruin the Van work to have a committee
and I cannot agree to work with onc. The Board which was set up to
manage St. Christopher's College, Victoria, B.C., against my wishes
as Founder, has been closed, just at the time when we need Canadian
trained tcachers on Vans. This is the sccond cxample of the work
being spoilt by a committec, and no attempt being made to take any
suggestions of mine.

Money has come in wonderfully this summer to the Caravan Fund in
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England, and the Treasury will allow Missionary Funds to come to Canada
next Spring. It was only 1 had had my quota for this year.

1 can support the British workers staying over this winter.

Miss Sayle and 1 are also staying the winter in Canada. I am finding

the expenses ot eleven British and two Canadian winter workers. 1

have told all the Western Bishops that have Vans I will be responsible

for finding all the workers and funds for next summer's work. I have

also replied to Canon Dixon's letter of the M.§.C.C. saying [ need no

help from his Society tor Van work, and I shall also not appeal anymore

to the Dominion Board of the W.A.  They have sent me $275.00 for winter

workers.

I hope you will forgive me for writing so strongly on this matter, but
I thought it was better you chould know my vicws before any meeting was

arranged, as I certainly cannot attend one.

Yours sincerely,

UpEoH, Bva Hasell"
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APPENDIX XT

COMMENTS RE MISS HASELL'S LETTER TO THE PRIMATE

UNDER DATE OF NOV. 7, 1940

As no suggestion was made that the Van Work should be brought under the
direction of a Committee, most of Miss llasell's letter seems entirely
beside the mark. The proposal of the Executive Council was that a Com-
mittee should be appointed to confer with Miss Hasell on the Van Work.
Miss Hasell claims that Archbishop Matheson authorized her to start the
Western Canada Caravan Fund.

This, of course, merely means that the Archbishoé gave it his per-
sonal blessing. IHe would have no authority, as Primate, to authorize
such a fund.

Miss Hasell claims that the Van Work was nearly wrecked by a Committece
once before. This is not true to the facts. (See Minutes of Annual
Meeting of G.B.R.E. held in Vancouver October 1929)

The Committee was disbanded, nct by the General Synod, but by the

G.B.R.E. itself, on the suggestion of the Chairman of the Committee,

and with the full consent of the Committée, the reason being that Miss

Hasell refused to work with the Committec.

The statement that the Joint Committec objected to a van working in
Kootenay Diocese, and that it ignored the wishes of the Western Bishops
is absolutely untrue, as is also the statement that the Committee
accepted workers who did not fulfil the qualifications agreed upon. All
workers accepted by the Joint Committee were in accordance with the

agreement entercd into betwecen the Committec and Miss Hasell herself.
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A BRIEF QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS (1929-19606)

A complete quantitative analysis of Eva Hasell's work is not possible
because she did not file reports for the years 1922-23 and 1926-28, and
none after 1966. The statistics for the carlier years could be gleaned,
at least in part, from her thrce published books, but here a new difficulty
arises, because the categories included arc not consistent during these
formative years. Therefore, the years 1929 to 1966 have been seclected as
being indicative of the scope of her own personal work and that of her
mission. The categories sclected are those for which there were statistics

throughout this period.

Names of
Sunday- New S5.S5.P. Children For
Miles  Schools Members Home Baptism
Years Travelled Started fnrolled Visitations To Clergy

Eva Hasell 1929-60 160,221 267 14,318 19,757 4,152

General Report 1929-66 2,643,251 1,535 117,053 387,634 37,828

The highlights in cach category arc as follows:

Sunday-  New S.S5.P. Home Children
Miles Schools Members Visitations For

Travelled Started Enrolled Baptism
Eva Hasell 6,140 25 1,292 869 287
(1949) (1930) (1931) (1946) (1937)
General Report 91,657 92 5,671 11,901 1,434
(1958) (1930) {1947) (1940) (1947)




APPENDIX XITI

THE WESTERN CANADA SUNDAY SCHOOL CARAVAN FUND

The Western Canada Sunday School Caravan Fund is hereby established as a
separate and autonomous organization and shall be governed under the

terms of the following constitution, effective 1 January 1974.

CONSTITUTTION

NAML The name shall be THE WESTERN CANADA SUNDAY SCHOOL

CARAVAN FUND hereinafter referred to as THE FUND.

PURPOSE The purpose ot THE FUND shall be to give assistance to

dioceses of the Anglican Church of Canada for Christian

Education work in sparsely populated parts of Canada.

As much as possible, THE TFUND will maintain the program
and standards established and maintained by the Founder
of the Western Canada Sunday School Caravan Mission,

Miss Eva Hasell, M.B.E.

ORGANIZATION THE FUND shall operate as a trust fund and shall be
organized and operated in strict accordance with The

Regulations of THE FUND.

In the event that the Dircctors of THE TUND agree that
THE FUND should ceasc to exist, all assets of THE FUND
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¢hall be turncd over to the Anglican Church of Canada.

QUORUM At the annual meeting, six persons shall constitute a
quoTum.
AUDITORS The Dircctors shall appoint an auditor at the annual

meeting.

AMENDMENTS Amendments to the CONSTITUTION or the Regulations shall
only be made at the annual meeting and shall have at

least the support of two-thirds of the members present.

THE REGUI,_,;:\;YIONS OF THE WESTERN CANADA

e e s

SUNDAY SCHOOL CARAVAN FUND

1. THE FUND shall reccive and hold all monics given to THE FUND includ-

ing all interest carnings and other accretions.

2. There shall be a body known as the Dircctors which shall consist of
the following:

(a) The Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada.
(b) All Metropolitans of the Anglican Church of Canada.

{¢) At lcast one additional hishop who shall be the bishop of a
diocese which is actively involved in ministries to sparsely

populated arcas and which has received grants from THE FUND.

(d) The Treasurer of THE FUND.
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(e) The Secretary of THE FUND.

(£)  The remaining three members of the COMMITTEE.

(g) The Directors may co-opt up to four additional Directors.

3. Any individual donating onc hundred dollars or more in the previous
twelve months shall be entitled to attend the annual meeting as a

director.

4. The Dircctors shall meet annually to review the annual financial

statement and to conduct any other business of THE FUND.

5.  The annual meeting of the Dircctors shall appoint the COMMITTEE for

the ensuing year.

6. The Chairman of the annual mecting shall be the Primate or his

appointee.

7. The Secretary of the annual mecting shall be the Secretary of the

COMMITTEE.

8. The COMMITTEE shall consist of five (5) persons appointed by the
Directors. The COMMITTEE shall include at least onc bishop, one

priest and one lay person.

9. The Primate shall be an ex-officio member of the COMMITTEE.

10. At the first meeting of the COMMITTEL, they shall elect a Chairman,

a Treasurer and a Scceretary.

11. The Officers of THE FUND shall be the Treasurcr, the Secretary, the

Primate and one other member of the COMMITTEE choscen by the Committee.
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14.

15.
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(a) All applications for grants from THE FUND shall be made to the

COMMITTEE on forms supplied by the COMMITTEE.

(b) The form shall indicatc that Diocesan funds are also being

allotted to the program seceking a grant.

(c) Grants shall only be made to dioceses of the Anglican Church of

Canada.

(d) All forms shall be signed by the bishop of the diocese indicat-

ing his approval.

Fach diocese receiving a grant or grants shall be asked to submit a

report on the project to the annual meeting of the Directors.

THE TREASURER. 1t shall be the responsibility of the Treasurer to

receive and account for all money paid to or received by THE FUND.
He shall keep all necessary books and accounts and prepare a finan-

cial statement for the annual meeting of the Directors.

THE SECRETARY. The Sccretary shall keep a record of all meetings of

the COMMITTEE as well as the annual mecting of the Directors. He
shall be responsible to maintain a working relationship with the
committee or committees in Britain which are a continuation of Miss
Bva lasell's concerns for Christian Bducation work in rural Canada.
lle shall also maintain liaison with the Federal Government to ensure
that THE FUND is registered as a charitable organization for income

Tax purposces.

The Sccretary shall prepare a report for the annual mecting outlining

the work of the COMMITTEL for the previous year.
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1t shall be the responsibility of the Committee to sce that No part
of THE FUND other than such part as is required to pay taxes, fees,
administration costs and other reasonable cxpenses shall be used or

diverted to purposcs other than as outlined in the CONSTITUTION.

The Committee may conduct its business with threc or morc members

present.

The official address for ik PUND shall be:

THE WESTERN CANADA SUNDAY
SCHOOL CARAVAN TFUND

The Anglican Church of Canada
600 Jarvis Strecet

Toronto, Ontario

M4Y 2.J6
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