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ABSTRACT

This thesis examines the historical geography of the,fuf.trade’of
the Little North and its expansioh ihto the East Winnipeg Country to
1821. It focuses on thebphysica1'ahd human factors thatvshéped the
expansion of European fur trade settlements from the shores of Lake
Superior and Hudson and James Bays to the.¢ountry east of Lake Winnipeg.
vIn so doing, it provides new insights into the trade that was carried
into the region by Hudson's Bay Companyband St. Lawrence;baséd traders.
Fur trade posts and transport routes have been located in this poorly
known region and, in addition, this study details the individUaf and
institutional factors that dictated the deve]opment'of,fhe'fur tféde in

the region.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Thié study undertakes‘an.hisforica1 géography of the_éﬁpansidn‘of
thé European‘fur trade into the East Winnipeg Country to 1821. Definéd
as fhe‘1ands draining Westwérd into Lake Winnipeg, the East Winnipeg
Country could be reachgd'by traders penetrating northwestwérd from the
shoreé of Lake Superior and‘by those travélling’south andﬂweStward from
the-shores of Hudson and James Bay. The cduntry,intervenihg between
“Hudson Bay and‘Lake Superior on the one hand and Lake Winnipeg on the
other hand came to be known by thé fur traders as.the»Little North. The
East Winnipeg Country comprised the western most,ﬁection of the Little
North and, 1like the 1atter, lay almost entirely withiﬁ thé'rocky uplands
.of 'the Canadian Shield. | | | |

To the north and west of Lake Winnipeg lay thé vast fur bearing
lands of the Great Nortﬁ. The fur trade of this region was connected
‘td the Great:Lakes and -Hudson Bay by.trunk lines that f]ankéd, but did
not penetrate into, the Litt1e‘North. As a result, the fﬁr trade of the
Little North and that df the Great North 1afge1y developed iﬁdependent]y’
of one another. The Litt]é North was thus bypassed by the maih-thruéts
of the European trade directed into the Great North froﬁ York Factdry
on Hudson Bay and_Grand Portage on Lake Superior. The begihning of fur

trade settlement in the East Winnipeg Country in 1792 marked the t]osing



-.of the fur trade frontier in the Little North. This was begun at a time
when fur trade settléments had been extended throughout most of the
Great North. For the Hudson's Bay Company, settlement in the Great'
North by this'time.had.reached the upper waters of the Saskatchewan
River system. That of the Montreal traders, in-contrast, had expanded
into the fur rich Athabaéca Cduntry far to the north and wesﬁ, Thus,
~ the fuf tradebof the East Winnipeg Country lagged behind that of sur-
- rounding regidns and, in this sense, remained peripheral-to major deve]Q
opmentskin the fur trade as a whole. o

| When the fur trade of the East Winnipeg Countfy was undertaken in
earnest in the 1790's, it was penetrated and séttléd from existing baées
on all flanks. Fol]owing'a flurry of some tWo decades of intense compé—
tition amonQ the trading concerns, the resoufce base of the region was
drastically depleted. Expansion into .new areas was not possible and, in
~ the face of such diminiéhed»fur'returns, most of ‘the settlements were
abandoned. With thefexception of a desultory trade conducted from a few
posts in‘thé region fol]owing:1821, the East Winhiﬁeg Country}]apsed
into economic obscurity and remains essentially in this condition today.

Despite the fact that the East Winnipeg Country proved to be a

va]uab]e fur resource region in its own right, and contributed signifi-
cantly tovboth the Hudson Bay and Monﬁrea]'trade prior to 1821, it hés'

been almost completely ignored in the literature of the fur trade.1

1 E.E. Rich, the eminent historian of the Hudson's Bay Company,
entirely neglected the fur trade of the East Winnipeg Country in his
published works, while A.S. Morton, the historian who provides perhaps
the best locational detail and geographical background to the study of
" the fur trade wrote only that: ‘“Lake Winnipeg was not of special inter-
est to the fur traders save as a water-way along which, with an anxious
eye for its treacherous storms, they moved to their wintering ground."
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This study attempts to fill this gap in the literature from the perspec-
tives of regional historical geography. Although avowedly regional in

its objectives, the context of the_study'iS'a broader one inAboth its

Spat1a1'and temporal dimensions. It also seeks to explain‘those aspects
of the expansion of.the fur trade ffom Lake  Superior and Hudsoh Bay that
culminated in European exploration and sett]émentrof the East‘Winnipeg
Country, and that influenced its subéequent development. " Like the fur

- ‘trade of East Winnipeg, the ektkaafegiona1 cfrcumstances that led to its
development are also 1little known and poorly understood, and form a major
part of this study. | '  :

- In view of these gaps, a virtual ;ggglg,rgég_was confronted in the
initia]'endeavourAto’establish even the most elementary of fuf trade
patterns in the region. " The routes of pioneer traders, the locations bf
- settlements and the emergence of transport routes had all to be redrawn

in the face of fragmentary documentationi_ This problém-of reconstruct-
.ing ‘the geography of the regioh and its connections with thé rest of the
Little North was further compliéated»by an initiai]y dbscure and fre-
quently changing topohymy that in most fnstances had not been studiedA
and made comprehensible by previdu$ scholarship. Thus, fundamental to

this study was the analysis of‘p]ace names, a task that requiréd

(A History of the Canadian West to 1870-71, p. 438). This historical
void has not been without its consequences. A.L. Hallowell, for in-

. stance, relied on this shallow historical depiction of the fur trade in
- East Winnipeg in his study of the cultural development of the Indians

~ of that region. He stated that: "the presence of a few isolated trad-
ing posts [in the country east of Lake Winnipeg] did not change the
major cultural pattern of their lives [the Berens River Saulteaux]."
(Culture and Experience, p. 112). This study, however, shows that the
European influence in the region was considerably greater than that of
~a few isolated trading posts as hitherto thought. '




detailed investigation of topographic maps-and semantic evidence and,
most important, careful scrutiny of the limited number of historical
maps that have survived. As a resu]f, maps, both historical and those
constructed from other soufces, became the bui]ding blocks around which

the study has been based. They afford the keys, not only to reconﬁtruct-

ing the major patterns that emerged, but also to an understanding of the

geosophy or geograph1ca1 ideas of the men who created them.

Moreso than many economic act1v1t1es, the patterns 1mposed by the
fur trade were shaped as much by the landscapes that the fur traders
encountered as by their economic aspirations. No explanation of the
nature of the East W1nn1peg trade, of its anomolous deve]opment both
spatially and temporally and, 1ndeed ~of the virtual failure of scho]ars
to recognize its ex1stence, is possible without a careful 1nvest1gat1on
of its physical geography. Not only were detéils of the physical geog— 7
raphy basic to identifying patterns on the ]and, but.the physical charac-
ter of both the region and ifs»spacious surrounds serveé to explain much

of why these fur trade patterns evolved as they did. Thus, in addition

to toponomic and cartographic evidence, that of a purely physiCaI néture‘

- was fundamental to the study and is elaborated in some detail.

Although influenced greatly by the physica] geography, the expan-

sion of the fur trade into the East W1nn1peg Country, was mot1vated by

the largely econom1c concerns of the individuals, partnerships and com-

panies’ engaged in the Northwestern fur trade. Avenues of exploration,

the 1océtion of settlements and the nature of the regional trade were

~all shaped in part by larger forces within the fur trade as a whole and

by decision-making-at the management Tevel. But in their details within



the East winhipeg}Coﬁntry, they were largely the result of the efforts
of individual men on the ground, efforté.that were occaSiona11y4heréic
and always expended on the terms that the énvifonmenf had-to'offer, It
"~ is to this ﬁomplex hix}of factors and 1nf1uen¢es,that this study is
addressed in its endeavour to deﬁcribe and understand the historical
- geography of the fur trade of the Little Norih and.its expansion into
the East Winnipeg Country prior to 1821. | f

| In employing the fegiona] method, the study adopts a time honoured
" approach “in geography. Although cdrrent1y out:of favouf in some'branches
of the discipline, it remains the central organizing approach in histor-
jcal geographical research, and can readily be applied tb both the
- Little North and the East Wiﬁnipeg Country as distinctive economic and -
:physicalventities. Although the central task of the study is to provide
an historical gedgraphy of a particu]af fur trade region; such an
approach can yield insights that bear, not only upon the individual
‘region, but upon the.1arger milieu of which it was a part. . This study
thus endeavours to provide an understanding of an-overlooked theatre of
the fur trade and, hopefu]iy; furthér‘fnsight into the overall workings
of the trade. | | | |

'The surviving'documents of the Hudson's Bay Company's intland.
traders who operated in the Liftle North and East Winnipeg Country pkior
to 1821 comprise the bulk of the written recofds relating to the region.2

As a result, this study would not have been possible without the permis—

2 Quotations from the Company's documents form an integral part of -
this study and have been referenced as Hudson's Bay Company Archival
material by their index numbers at the end of each footnote. For ex-
ample: "John Davis, Osnaburgh House Journal, 1815-16", B.155/a/28,
fo. 1. ' : : :
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sion of the Company to conduct research into these documents. A1though
the documents primarily reflect the activities of the Hudson's Bay Com-
- pany, the detailed and exhaustive nature of some -of the observations'
that they contain shed'lightbon many aspects: of the hfstdry and geoQ—
raphy of~thé Little North and, in particuiar, of the-EdSt Winnipeg
. Country. Primary research into the activities of the St. Lawrence
traders in the region was not possible to the same degree because of

, the-relativé.paucity of documentary information relating to their trade.

3 A number of documents in the Masson Collection, several reports
of the Provincial Archives of Quebec, and some documents relating to
the North West Company preserved in the Hudson's Bay.Company's Archives
were most useful for the background on the St. Lawrence fur traders.

In addition, W.S. Wallace's, Documents Relating to the North West Com-
pany, proved to be invaluable in this respect.




Figure 1: The Little North and the East Winnipeg Country
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CHAPTER 11

" THE HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHICAL BACKGROUND TO THE FUR
TRADE OF EAST WINNIPEG AND THE LITTLE NORTH

1. Early Approaches.from Lake Superibr and Hudson Bay

| Aparf from a few‘Eng1ish'fur,trading_forts'bn the-éoast of Hudson.
vrand James Bays, the fur frade in the Canadian Northwest was pioneered in
_the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries by French traders using the |
Great Lakes Waterway.tb the continenta1‘interior. This route 1ed to thé
Northwest through Lake Superior and proceeded up the rivers f]owing.intd
its northern and western shores. Paddling fhroﬁgh Lake Superior, these
traders were separated from the coast of James Bay by a reldtively nar-
row isthmus of land less than three hundred miles wfde. This isthmus is
~dominated by.Hudson Bay drainage which extends to within less than
‘twenty-five miles of Lake Superior at some pofnts along its northern

' shore;. Thus, to the north, the French cou]dvpéhetrate with re]ativev
ease into the vast drainage basin of Hudson Bay.from their bases on Lake'
 SuperiQr. Although'from the outset they engaged in a trade to the north,
~ their main efforts ih'expanding béydnd Lake SUperior were directed tof
ward the wést, and away from the re]ativer confined English trading
“hinterland lying immediately to the south of James Bay. Their‘objective
“in the west wés the "Little Sea", or Lake Winnipeg. This was achieved

by ascending the rivers flowing into the western end of Lake Superidr -
8 .



and crossing the height of land that lay some seventy miles to the west.
From there, they descended the westward flowing rivers'that led to the
southern end of Lake Winnipeg. |

The southern inflow of Lake WTnnipeg'sUbsequently became the nodal
point for trading aetivities'prejected toward the interior plains and
parkland regionsdthrough the va]]eys'of the Red, Assiniboine, Swan,
~ Qu'Appelle, Souris, and even the Missouri. Other French traders paddied
v:northward through Lake Winnfpeg and venturedvinto the s0uthern margins
of the vast northwestern boreal forest reg1on by the va]]ey of the
Saskatchewan River. |

Following the dem1se of the French, this large 1n]and body of
water came to be the strateg1c centre and stagtng point for deve1op1ng
much of the fur tradevof the Northwest. For the Hudson's Bay Company,
this expansion was achieved by trave]ling'up‘the Nelson-Hayes water
-route to the northern end of Lake Winnipeg and, for’the pedlarshfrom
“the St. Lawrence, the earlier French connect1ons from the Lakehead were

‘maintained . and expanded (Fig. 2).

2. Expansion 1nt0 the Little North and East W1nn1peg

The country 1y1ng to the east of Lake Winnipeg, and between Lake
Superior and Hudspn Bay, afforded not only the transport connections to
much of the great 1and mass of the Canadian.Ndrthwest which, to the west
of Lake Winnipeg, broadens out and engulfs a region of hUndreds of thou-
sands of square miles, but it also became a fur region of great value in
its own right. Foldowing,the resurrection of the northwest fur trade by
by pedlars from the St. Lawrence after 1763, this re]attvely_cqnfineda

but fur rich region immediately became a zone of intense competition



Figure 2: Fur Trade Trunk Lines to the Great North
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between them and the traders ef the Hudson's Bay Compeny

| - To the early French traders who initially explored the lands to
the north and west of Lake Superior, this reg1on became known as Le
Petit Nord, or the Little North. Although its exact boundaries were
never precisely defined, the appelétion was used to distingu{sh this
region from Le Grand Nord, or the Great North, which lay roughly to the
north and west of,Lake Winnipeg. The L%tt]e North was flanked on the
seuthwest by the fur trade trunk lines that Tinked the Lakehead with
 Lake Winnipeg. It was bound on the northwest by the main transbort line -
to Lake Winnipeg from Hudson Bay (Fig. 2). The penetration of the
»Litt1e North, however, was directed from settlements other than'those |
commanding these main evenues of ingress into the Northwest and fhe
trade of the region was thus 1arge1y conducted for its own sake and not
as a pre1ude to further advances into the Great North.

To tap the fur resources of the Little North, Hudson's Bay Company
traders expanded inland from Albany Fort on James Bay and, to a lesser
degree, from Severn House and}York Factory on Hudspn Bay.: The St.
Lawrence traders'inifia11y entered the region from-Lake Nipigon4ane,
after croseing'into Hudeon Bay drainage, were thereupon confined to fhe’
same riverine connections used by the Hudson's Bay Combany's traders.
‘Asvfur trade competition in the Little North increased; traders froﬁ
both A]bany and Nipigon expanded westward into the upper reaches of the
different river systems draining 1nte Hudson Bey The headwater regions
~of the two major r1vers, the Albany and the Severn exper1enced especi- |
}a11y active fur trading deve]opment and settlement in the 1790 s and
early 1800's. Competition along the headwaters of these two rivers

stimulated fﬁrther expansion of the trade over the height of land that
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led into the westward f]oWing rivers of the East Winnipeg Country
(Fig. 3). | -

The headwater region where this connection was made tay at the
core of the Little North. It compr1sed a complicated and confus1ng
1andscape for the first Europeans who found themselves in th1s little .
known part of the continent. Intense glaciation had scoured and scraped
this height nf land, leaving behind an irregular, rocky surface throngh
vwhich rivens twisted and lakes seemed to be 1n-évery depréssion. - Many
rivers find their‘sounces along this dividé, whose varfed-s1opes-seemed
to cast them to virtually all points of thé-compass. But drainage
basins nowhere were clearly defined, and the heights of land separating
tributary streams could easily be confused with those sepanating entirely
different river systems. | ' |

It is not surprising that the early traders who soughtiout the fur:

. resources of this headwater regidn were fréquent?y disoriented and con-
B fused. As a result, they were often unable to reckon their positions
relative to major water bodies such as}Hudson Bay, Lake Superior, or |
Lake Winnipég with anyfdegree of»certafnty., This being the.case;dfur
trade officials at the forts on Hudson and-James Bays, as wéTI as those
along the shore of Lake Super1or had for long only a crude awareness of
the geographical situation of many of the1r inland traders in the Little
North.

. The Nipigon and:A1bany men who pioneered tbe’fur trade in East -
Winnipeg from the St. LaWrence and Hudson Bay,»respectiveTy were com-
pelled by competition to continually expand their trading operations 1in
this region. This process evéntua]]y'brought them into competition with

traders representing their own companies. The 1atter7came from Grand



Figure 3: _Albany and Nipigon Routes to East Winnipeg -
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| Portage and York Factory and were largely unaware of thg'extent of the
- earlier advances into East Winnipeg by their own pedpfe from Nipigon
and A1bany (Fig.“4). - Thus, when these later traders began to tap the
furs of the region from the east coast df Lake'W1nnipeg, James Suther4
’]and in command of the Hudson's Bay'Compény men frongork_Factory éou]d
write that:» | | . | |
Perhaps there is no extensivefdistriét in this part
of America, 'so Tittle known as the tract of country
to the East of Lake Winipic.l |
. Sutherland was only Vaguély-aware of the extensive activfties of his
Albany counterparts in the same.reéion.and; although there is no direct
evidence, it is appérént that fhe'Montreal traders encountered the same.
problems of overlap in deve]oping the fur trade of East Winnipeg. |
There was 1itt1e.improvement in the know]edge of East winnipeg's
‘regional geography for~many,yéaks after the union of the North West _-ﬁ
Company with the Hudson's Bay Company in 1821. In 1878, sixty-three
years after James Sutherland's statement, Robert Bell reporting for thé
-Geological Survey of Canada, offered a Similar appraisa]'ofithe region.
. . . the country easf of Lake Winnipeg, from one
extremity to the other, as far as it has been ex-
plored is reported to consist of rocks and swamps.
It is however, very imperfectly known, the explora-

tions hitherto made being of ¥ery Timited extent
compared with the whole area.

1 James Sutherland, "Reports on the Eastern Coast of Lake Winni-
peg", 1815, B.16/e/1, fo. 1. - .

2 Robert Bell, Report of the Geological Sprvey_of Canada, 1878, | _
p. 23 cc. : a
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The country that had become intimately known to a handful of fur traders
who had 1lived in East Winnipeg prior to 1821 persisted.és a vaguely

known region to the Hudson's_Bay Company and, until the early part of

this century, it remained a veritable terra'incognita to the rest of the
- world. | |
In the twentieth century, with the advent of extensive geo]og1ca1

and topograph1ca1 surveys depiction of the East W1nn1peg region experi-
- enced marked changes from the vague and inaccurate forms which had taken
shape on the eighteénth'and nineteenth century maps. In the procesé;
the East Winnipeg Country was rediscovered with twentieth century tech-
nology and acquired an essentially new toponymy.; Today, only vestigial
“remnants of the fur traders’ 6ccupance remain. A few main rivers and
lakes have retained the names that were giVen them by these early
traders, and a few surveyors, in unexpectedly happening upon the founda-
tions of some of their buildings, were tempted to SpecuTate that the
history of the region, like that of its complex terrain, was a mystefy
that had yet to be solved. For example, in 1924 E.L. Bruce wrote:

That the English [River] was used to a much greater

extent than the literature of the early traders would

indicate, is shown, however, by the well cut-out por-

~ tages that have the appearance of long use. Just

west of the inlet to Tide Lake [one of the sites of-

a number of posts operated by many different traders

and commonly known as Escabitchewan], one of the men

of Mr. Dobie's party discovered the remains of an old
establishment of some size.

W.D. Harding made similar remarks while sukveyfng the Cat Lake regioh

3 E.L. Bruce, "Geology of the Upper Part of the English River
Valley", Thirty-Third Annual Report of the Ontario Department of Mines,
vo] XXXIII, part IV, 1924, p. 1.
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in 1936:

Besides being on the canoe route to James bay by way
of Lake St. Joseph and the Albany river, Birch Lake

also gives access to the route to Hudson bay by way
of the English and Berens rivers, Lake Winnipeg, and
the Nelson river. Its location suggests that it may
have been travelled by the ear]y Canadian explorers,
but ng mention of it was found in the records exam- .
ined.

3. The Landscape‘of the Little North

, In'attempting to unravel the history ofvthe East.Winnipeg Country,
one can profitably begin by examining the physical geography of the
region and of the land that led to it; From bases,>either on James Bay
or Lake Nipigen, European explorers penetrated inland and westward along
the rivefs of the Little North} Trave] was facilitated by the many
rivers and 1akes of the Sh1e1d Country that comprised the bu1k of the
L1tt1e North, and the canoe became the indispensable vehicle of the fur |
trade. Along with the canoe came the Indian, both as canoe builder and
“river p11ot and, under the exhortations of the European fur traders,
Indian guides pointed the way to the untapped fur regions of the 1nter-
}ior. Often there were no simple or clear-cut routes to these regions,
but the va]ue of furs encouraged the traders to'ehdure'the hardships of
~ crossing from river to river, lake to lake, and of passing from one .
drainage basin into the next. Against the strong economic motivations
that pushed these men further info the interior, the physical landscape

of the Little North loomed irrepressibly as a rugged, rocky ridge in

4. Harding, "Geology of the Birch-Springpole Lakes Area",
Forty~Fifth Annual Report of the Ontario Department of M1nes, vol. XLV,
part IV, 1936, p. 1. ‘
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some places, an,impassab1e SWamp in other places, as a dry river bed at_'
times;'and»a1most always as an environment in which the ominous hiss of
a rapid or waterfall could be heard from;thebriver's next bend. The
search for furs,Aa]though fué]]ed by the forces pf‘economics, was |
largely dependent upon the fprtitude of these individual traders, whose
efforts were shaped by the myriad forms of physical geography.

To reach the East W1nn1peg Country, all fur traders had to travel
‘a considerable d1stance through the L1tt1e North Two basic approaches d
A evo1ved. the N1p1gon route, which prov1ded the means of access for St.
Lawrence-based fur trading individuals, partnerships, and companies, and
the Albany route, upon which the Hudson's Bay Company's traders traweT—
led to reach East Winnipeg. The two trading_approaches enmeshed into
one at Lake St. Joseph, near the headwaters of the'A]bany}River and,
from there westward toward Lake w1nn1peg, all fur traders shared a com-

 mon river network (F1g 3).

3.1 Inland from Albany Fort

The Hudson's Bay Company established the ma30r1ty of its inland
| trading posts in the Little North from. A]bany Fort at the mouth of the
A]bany River on James Bay. The country 1mmed1ate1y 1n]and from the fort
is an extens1ve swampy plain that s]opes very sTightly towards James Bay.
These poor]y drained lowlands are part of the Hudson Bay ]owlands (Fig.
5)s which'qccdpy_much of the western coast of Hudson and James Bays.

They extend inland for a distance of one hundred miles at York Factory

5'J.S. Rowe, Forest Regions of Canada, Department of Northern
Affairs and National Resources, Canada, Bulletin 123, 1959, p. 15.
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and two hundred and fifty miles at Albany Fort. To the southwest of
Albany Fort, this expansive lowland broadens out to come within one hun-
dred and twenty-five miles of Lake Superior‘s.northern shore.

The Albany River flows peacefu11y'through_thisvfwo hundred and
fifty mile stretch of lowlands before emptying its waters into James
‘Bay. The river meanders through the Towlands in Tong sweepihg curves
that posed no barrier to inland trading developments from the fort.s
Robert Bell observed in 1886 that:

In size, the Albany is comparable with the Ottawa,
and at high water it might be navigated by powerful
- river steamers from the mouth to Martin's Falls,
where the first portage occurs, a d1stance of 250
“miles.
The river is so straight and calm in places that Bell was prompted to |
- further remark: |
In two stretches, known as the Long Openings, the
river is so straight that, sitting in a canoe and
looking from one end of them, the sky and water
appear to meet on the horizon. ,

The land on either side of the river consists almost entirely of

muskeg and bog. Numerous small, circular Takes and patches of muskeg

6 There was one obstacle to navigation on the Albany River that
was especially bothersome during periods of low water. Situated about
“twelve miles upriver from the fort are the Great Falls which could be
easily by-passed by boats using a small parallel channel during high
.water. In the fall season, however, water levels usually decreased and
rendered the passage through this alternate channel impossible. During
these times, canoes were required to by-pass the falls a]ong the main

'»channeT of the river.

7

p. 31 G.
8

Robert Be]], Geological Survey of CanadaAAAnnua] Report, 1886,

Ibid., p. 32 G.



- 20

.peck~mark the lowlands and,.in some p]dces, the mu]titude of ]akee has
given rise to the term small-pox, ornpothole muskeg.'ADrainage is ex-- |
tremely poor, making overland travel alnost impossible during the summer
months. During that season the Towlands haVe been characterized as
"a soggy sphagnum-covered expanse dotted by occasional c1umps of sedges
or n1gger-heads or a few patches of stunted black spruce". J

In addition to the poor dra1nage, the Tong and severely cold
winters combined to stunt tree grthh and give the region a strongly
subarctic, almost barren gfound appearance. The Sparse vegetation cover
‘and severe climate limited.the numbers and species of other forms of ‘
1ife in the Towlands. It afforded a very poor nabitat for the fur bear-
ers upon which the Hudson's Bay Company depended. The Towlands therefore
’provided an unattractive environment for Indians intént'upon procuring
fnrstto trade for European goods. The Indians who inhabited the Tow-
lands did souseasonaT]y end lived in sna]l, widely-scattered, nomadic
‘hunting groups. | | |

The Hudson's Bay Company forts on the Bays1de were thus ]arge]y
dependent upon the forested 1nter1or that lay beyond the range of the
Towlands for the bulk of their annua1 supply of‘furs. In a way, the
Towlands posed e vast econemic wasteland that divided Albany on the -
shore of James Bay from tne resources of‘the fur forest that began some
two hundred and fifty miles inland. |

Beyond the Hudson Bayllowlands lay the forested uplands of the

Canadian Shield. The boundary betWeen the Towlands and the shield is

9 D.B. Coombs, "The Physiographic Subdivisions of the Hudson Bay
Lowlands South of 60 Degrees North", Geographical Bulletin, No. 6,
1954, p. 6. . :
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not sharply defined in most p]aces; but a]ong_thé Albany River the line
of contact is plainly marked at Martin's Fall. This fall is actua]]y'a
series of rapids’that comprised the first difficult portage for the
Hudson's Bay Company's‘in]and traders on iheir.journey'up the Albany
~ River. Although these rapids signified the beginning of the shield,
the country dn'eithe? side of the river ét Martin's Fall is a transition
zone between the extremely flat lowlands to thé east and the more rug-
ged uplands to the‘west. N

. ‘The course of the A]bany River beyond Martin's Fall chénges
markedly from the gentle, sweeping curves of the.low]ands.“Thé river
bends sharply in places as it segks to coﬁform fo‘the rocky terrain 6f
the uplands. It runs'rapidly throdgh narrows andlfalls over hard
ridges of bedrock. 1In many other places, thé river broadens out to
form lakes of varying sizes and shapes. The Albany River f]ows‘primar-
ily in a westward direction from Martins Fall and through the northern
mérginsvof fhe Central Plateau Séction'of the Cénadian Shie]d10 (Fig. 5).
Between Martin's Fé]] and Lake St. Joseph, which is situated some two-
hundred miles upriver, the land on either side of the A]bany is gener--
ally level, and is interrupted only occasionally by géht]e, drumlinized
uhdu]ations and rounded hills of gneiss. Proceeding westward the |
effecfs of g1aciatioﬁ can be seen with increasing frequehCy as eskers
and drumiins rise above the generaT]y 1éve1 Tandscape of”the uplands.

| Drainage in the Central Plateau Section is much better developed

than in the lowlands and this factor promotes a substantially greater -

tree growth. Extensive areas of bog and muskeg also occur in this

10

J.S} Rowe, Forest Regions of Cahada, p. 16.
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~region, and frequent forest fifes have reduced Targe areas to barren
rock]and; Compared to the Hudspn Bay Lowlands, however, this region is
capable of supporting a greater number and variety @f b]ant and animé]
species. It is a significantly richer area in furs_ané éther faunal
resources, and therefore able to support a much denser Indian popula-
‘tion. The larger number ovandians in this region augured we]l_for'fhe
~ Hudson's Bay Company's trade, but at the same time‘réminded the early
English traders of their vu]hérabi]ity., Thus, when John Best established
. Osnaburgh House for thé Hudson's Bay Company in 1786, hé remarked: ‘"we

are so few men at this place for so large gangs of Indians“.11 None-
theless, gaining a foothold iﬁ this plateau section of the shield was
of primary importance for the Hudson's Bay Company‘in its iﬁitia] phdse
of the pursuit of the'fur resources of the interior. |

The Albany River reaches the weétern bbundary of the Central.

Plateau Section at Lake St. Joseph. The Albany men in their ascent of
the river to this point found themselves unopposéd by other‘traders.
Lake St. Joseph, howevef, Tay on the Canadian routé}from Lake Nipigon,
and from there westward the Albany expansion méshéd with that of the

Nipigon traders.

3.2 Inland from Lake Nipigon
While the Hudson's Bay Company maintained control of Hudson Bay

and the straits leading to the Atlantic Ocean, other companies or

11 John Best, "A Journal of a Journey from Gloster House to Mis=
kee, ha, ga, my Lake as also the principal occurrences at Osnaburgh
‘House on the Said Lake commencing the 15th June 1786 and ending .
B.155/a/1, fo. 8. v



individuals were forced to use the much 1onger‘and‘more arduous Great
Lakes routeway to the interior. At the western end nf Lake Superior,.
Kaministikwia, and later Grand Portage, became the main entrepots for
"~ the fur trade of the Gréat North. In contrast, the‘Nipigon River,'which
empties into the northern shore of Lake Superior became the portal from
which the trade of the Little North was contro]]ed
Unlike the Hudson's Bay CompanynS'traders at Albany Fort, who.wené a
confronted with tWo hundred and fifty miles of desolate 1ow1ands,Athe$e
French, and later other Canadian tradens»were'immediately faéed with the
- difficulties of travelling througn the Canadian Shie]d. The caastTands
along the northern shore of Lake Super1or near the outlet of the N1p1gon
River are rugged and striking. Steep, rocky c]1ffs and massive
forested hills abut the'lake and pose a formidable’ exterior to those
seeking to enter the Nipigon Country. Nipigon Bay 1s.she1teréd from
Lake Superior by a chain of islands and, from within tne calm waters of
the bay, steep, rocky islands rise nith grandeun.‘ A massive sentine1
of rockbknown to the early fur traders as the Pierre Rouge12 appears to'
silently guakd the mouth~of,the Ninigon River. Proceéding upriver,-fhe
Nipigon f1pws'initia11y through a rough country featuring forested,
‘hummocky terrain with frequent rock outcrops, and_high; rocky riVer
banks. The'menacing facade of the northern shore of Lake Superior, how-
ever, gradually g1ves ‘way in the interior to a relatively gentle topog- .

raphy of rolling h111s and generally Tow rellef

: 12 This topographic feature is presently named Red Rock Hill which
is v1rtua11y the equivalent of this ear]y French term found in Duncan
“Cameron's, "The Nipigon Country, 1804", in L.R. Masson (ed. ) Les Bour-
geois de la Compagnie du Nord-Quest, vol. II, 1960 p 240.




24

Lake Nipigoh lies 5pproximate1y thiffy miles north of Lake Super-
ior. It is a re1at1ve1y large lake, containing numerous bays and
}1s1ands while the surround1ng shorelands are rock strewn and thickly

forested. The Canadian traders paddled northwestward through the Take
for some forty—fjve mi]es before reaching Wabinosh Bay, the most widely
used point of departure for the fur brigades venturing into the Little
North. From there, the fﬁr traders ascended the rivers to'the height
~of land that separates Lake Superior drainage.from that of Hudson Bay.
~Canoe routes through this région_fo}]owed.comp]ex paths afforded by its
innumerable lakes and rivers. Duncan Cémeron, one oflthe'principal
traders in the Nipigon region remarkéd: |

The two thirds of this country are nothing but f1vers

and lakes, some fifty leagues long; properly speaking,

the whole country is nothing but water and islands; I

have never travelled as yet above three leagues by

land without finding either a river or a 1ake on my

way.13 -

The Nipigon traders qu1ck1y crossed over the height of land and
made the1r way to the ‘headwaters of the Engl1sh and A]bany Rivers. Th1s
area of the shield is a transition zone between the: Great Lakes forest .

to the south and the truly boreal forest to the north (fig. 5). In
general the topography is.level but there is‘considerabie Tocal relief.
InAdescribing a traverse by airplane horthward from Lac Seu]’on.the
Eng11sh River to Lake St. Joseph in 1927, J.W. Greig offered these obser—

vat1ons concerning the nature of the region:

13 Duncan Cameron, "The Nipigon Country, 1804", in L.R. Masson
(ed.), Les Bourgeois de la Compagnie du Nord-Ouest, vol. II, 1960, p.
240. . :
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Travelling northward from Lac Seul over this area,
one sees a level plain stretching out beneath. The
monotony is broken here and there by Takes, by the

. -different shades of green of the forest, and by occa-
sional bare brule patches, but never by hills . . .
If one travels back over the same country by cance
it will be seen that, although the country is essen-
tially level, the lake shores, especially where
lakes are numerous, are usually rocky and that back
from the lakes rounded rock hills are frequent. The
country is also well wooded, so that it gresents a
pleasing and far from monotonous aspect. 14

Traders from Nipigon first sustained contact with the Albany men
on Lake St. Joseph. By the time that Osnaburgh House was built in 1786,

the Nipigon traders had cut a well-worn path15

to the Take and had
penetrated to the headwaters of the Albany. ,The.Hudson's‘Bay traders
vqnickly followed their rivals and the ensuing strugg1e for furs pushed
traders from both sides over the height of land and into the East

‘Winnipeg Country.

3.3 From Lake St. Jbseph to the East Winnipeg Country '
West of Lake St Joseph the Albany River takes its r1se in the

416 (F1g 5), as do the

rugged Interior Up]and Section of the shiel
Attawapiskat, Winisk, Severn " Gods, Hayes, and numerous tributary
streams of these main rivers f10w1ng directly into Hudson and James

Bays. Most of the rivers flowing westward into Lake Winnipeg also take

14 J.W. Greig, "Woman and Narrow Lakes Area, District of Kenora",
Thirty-Sixth Annual Report of the Ontario Department of Mines, vol.
- XXXVI, part III, 1927, p. 90.

15 The name "Pedlarpath Bay" is still used today as the name of
the bay by which the Nipigon traders entered Lake St. Joseph.

16 This term has been substituted for Rowe' s; Northern Coniferous
Section, and is more descriptive of the topograph1ca1 nature of the
region. _
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their sources in this upland or headwater region. The headwater area
comprises a maze of lakes and riveré flowing in every direction. Water |
is in every depression, while rocky knolls and ridges rise in many
other p]aces'to expose the Preéambrian granites and gnéisses of the bed-
rock. River basins are ill-defined in this cohfuéiné terrain, and
'crossing from one basin into the next was often much more easily atcomp-
lished than navigating the twisting, turning 1engtﬁ of a single river.
J.W._Gfeig made the following observations concerning thé drainage pat—
tern: | | | |

. the numbers of 1akes>increaseé until the waters -

form a Tabyrinth of channels running aimlessly over

the land, and it becomes difficult to determine to
which lakes the various channels belong.17

Throughout the Interior Upland Section, climate and drainage con-

ditions allow for better tree growth. The major Timiting féctor is the

avai]abf]ity of adequéte soil cover due to the scourihg action ofb
glaciation. Frequent fires have aTso'acted fo resfrain the development
of forests. B]ack'Spruce pfeddminates, espeéia]]y on the thin soils of
the uplands and poorly drained 10w1and§. ;"In.river valleys, around some'
of the lakes and on south-facing s]oﬁeé, where more favourable bondi-
tions of soil and local é]imate allow, white spruce, balsam fir, aspen
and balsam po@]ar form mixed stands of good Qrowth.”l8 These favour%

able areas for tree growth with their stands of'riparian poplar were

17 J.W. Greig, "Woman and Narrow Lakes Area, District of Kenora",
Thirty-Sixth Annual Report of the Ontario Department of Mines, vol.
XXXVI, part III, 1927, p. 90.

18

J.S. Rowe, Forest Regions of Canada, p. 26.
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prime habitat for the beaver}and other fur bearers. The search for
these rich fur areas led the traders deeper into the ihterior Qp]ands
and brought them into the East.winnipeg Country. -

The East Winnipeg Country lies a]moét entire]y Within the tbnfinés
~of the Interior Upland Section, save for-a thirfy mile stretch of Tow-
lands bordering Laké Winnipeg (Fig. 5). The }atter represents the
former shorelands of glacial Lake Agéssiz.‘ When the fur traders from -
~Nipigon and Albany eventua]]y_gained‘the shores of Lake Winnipeg, they
had reached the wéstern l1imit of the Little North and thereby finally
~ established a tie with the main route of the fur trade into the Great
North. |

Geographically, the.East’Winnipeg Country has been defined as the
eastern drainage basin of Lake Winnipeg. 'From its northern boundary at
the Nelson River to the Winnipeg River at its ‘southern extremity it is
drained byAprincibally westward f]oWing‘rivers.' The'western boundary of
the regfon is the long eastern coastline of>Lake Nihnipeg, while the
~eastern boundary fo]]owsAthe‘irregu]ar outline of the sourcesAof the

region's river systems. vThe éastern coast of Lake Wiﬁhipég extends for
“some two hundred and tWehty-five miles and is orientéd s]ightly‘to the
northwest. The eastern extent of the drainage basin varies, but it
reaches its greatest disténce at the headwaters of the Berens River
which takes its rise about two hundred miles east of Lake Winnipeg. The
height of Tand which encloses the East Winnipeg Basin separates it from
the Nelson, Hayes,'Severn, A]bahy, and Winnipeg-English River Basins.
The East Winnipeg Countky ié dissected by nhmerous rivers and
their tributary streams and lakes. The major river Sysfems frdm nérth

to south are the Poplar, Berens, and Bloodvein Rivers. The Poplar



28

River entérs Lake Winnipeg at the fifty-third para]]el; approximately.
vthree-quarters of the way op the coast of the lake. It begins its
course roughly one hundred and thirty miles to the east of Lake Wionipeg
and descends from the height of land that separates it from the head-
waters of the Séverh River, which f]oWs northeastward into Hudson Bay.
The Berens Rivef discharges into Lake wionipeg at about the middle of
its length. Its headwaters‘are‘separated'from‘thé Albény River whioh :
flows eastward into JameS‘Bay; The B]oodvein River flows into Lake
Winnipeg about one-third of the way up its coast, and emondtes from‘an
‘area about one hundred miles to the southeast. The headwaters of the
Bloodvein Ripepbare:there dividéd from a'tfibutary‘System of thé Eng1i§h
River. Prior to 1821, these rivers were first pioheered_from their
sources, and ]ater,btheir'mouths. Penetration of the regiop from.fhe
headwaters was, in many respecté, eésier for it comprised downstream
access and did not require the arduous portage over the line of rapids
occasionéd byvtpevcontact between‘the interior up]andé and the Lake
" Winnipeg lowlands. |

The entire‘East winnipeg}Country.experienoes a cold, continenta]
‘climate that is'charactorfzeo by long, cold winters’and‘short,'warm sum-
mers. Precipitation\is genera]ly‘1ow, averaging nineteen inches per’
year; and much of that.falls during the spring and summer months. The |
surfacial mater1a] in East Winnipeg is composed of Precambr1an bedrock '
overlain by g1ac1a1 till, organ1c deposits, and lacustrine cTays. The
topography of the region varies cons1derab]y from rolling to hilly in |
the strongly bedroCk-contro]1éd}eastekn mafoiné, fo fairly flat in the
west, whepe bedrock formations ape overlain by thick layers of glacial,

lacustrine, and organic-deposits. The relief ranges from more than
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900 feet in the eastern headwater area to about the level of Lake W1nn1-
peg at 713 feet in the west | |
Boreal forest covers the entire region. Black spruce'ts the pre-
dominant species, particularly on poorly drained peats ' Theb1arge bogsA
that are found throughout the East W1nn1peg Country are characterized
yby sem1—open tracts of stunted b]ack spruce and tamarack, interspersed

occasionally with aspen and‘sedge'fEHs 'Wi]d rice (zizania'gAlustris)

~ reaches it northwest T1imit in this region and occurs. on localized s1tes
where su1tab1e cond1t1ons exist, such as in some sha]]ow lakes and along
. stretches of the Berens River. The w11d11fe species in the region prior
to the advent of the fur trade'eppear to have been dtverse and numerous.
Fur bearers and game animals existed in.sufffcient abundance during the
early years of the fur trade to support an Indian popu]atfon typice] or
slightly in excess of most areas of the Canadian Shield. 'Subsistence
for the Indians in'this region was enhanced by the evai1abi1ity of wild
rice and the waterfowl and fisheries of Lake Winntpeg; |
. Once the European fur traders had expanded to the Timits of the
East Winnipeg Country, there were no frontiers left to be discovered,
and there were no new regions to exp]oitCWhen the fur resource showed
signs of depletion. Consequently, the East Winnipeg Country became a
,region,oflintensive trading activity which 1ested only until many of the
~fur beerers, andlespec1a11y the beaver; were drastica]]y reduced.and
coutd no 10nger'be profitably eXp1oited to the same degree. The fur
trade:did not die out in the region_fo11owing 1821, but was very much
a pale reflection of that uhich had been conducted during the period ot

~ competitive trade.
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" CHAPTER 111
" THE EARLY FUR TRADE OF THE LITTLE NORTH TO 1784

1. The Beginnings of the Trade During the French Régime, 1662-1763
The French were the first to explore the Little North; and if

A.S. Morton's1

interpretations are correct, the earliest exp]oratidhs
were conducted by Médard Chouart‘destresei]]iers and.Pierre Esprit
Radisson. In the sdmmer of 1662 these two men set out»by canoe'from
Sault Ste. Marie and made their way along the northern shore of Lake
: SUperior. Accofding to Mortdn,‘at Michipicoton Bayithey'tdrned their
crafts northward and proceeded up the Michibicofon River._ They had on1y
to padd]e.thirty miles before they reached the height of land separating
the rivers flowing southward into Lake Superior from those flowing |
northward into James Bay. After successfuT]y negotiating that portage,
- the two Freﬁchmen appear_to Have descendedvthe Missinaibi River to its
confluence with the Moose River, and then followed the latter to its
outlet at the bettomFOf'James Bay. The explorers skirted the eastern
_ eoestlands, perhaps reaching as far east as'Rupert Bay, and then turned
-around and paddled up the western coasf unfi] they reached the modth of

A]bany‘River. - They ascended the A]bany and eventuaT]y made their way

1 A.S. Morton, A History of the Canadian West to 1870-71, 1973, p.
A4, There is a vagueness about the travels of Radisson and Groseilliers
~at this time, but Morton's interpretation is accepted here.
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over the drainage divide into Lake Nipigon and finally back into Lake
Superior (Fig. 6).

’Grosei1]iers and Radisson were impressed with the abundant, high
vqua11ty fur resources of the Little North, but were unsuccessfu] in per-
"suad1ng the French author1t1es to f1nance a full scale fur trad1ng ven-
“ture. They subsequently took their pTans to England and, by 1668, had
convinced é group of English entrepreneurs to éstab]ish a fur trading
| " post at the bottom of James Bay. This voyage used the northern sea
route instead of the long Great Lakes waterway, and the expedition.
sailed into Hudson Bay in the summer of 1668. They made their way south
into James Bay, and at the mouth of Rupert's River they built Charles
Fort, probably at a Tocation that the pair had visited in 1661. The
venture proved to. be very successful and the prOprietors were'granted a
~ charter by K1ng Charles II of England the fo]]ow1ng year which gave the
new]y formed Hudson's Bay Company the exclusive rights to,

. all the seas, straits, bhays, rivers, lakes, and
creeks within Hudson Strait, with all the lands,

"~ lakes, rivers and the like not now occupied by the -
subjects of any other Christian Prince, with the sole
commerce to the said places, and all mines and min-
erals and royal and other.fishing, same to be held
as of the manor of East Greenwiché on the rent of two

- elks and two black beaver yearly.

The French interest in the cbuntry north and west of Lake Superior
was rekindled after the grénting of the Hudson’s4Bay Company charter.
France was determined to drive the English out of the Bay, and this re-
sulted in a long period of warfare for control of the Bay and the

"straits that connected it with the Atlantic Océan. Apart from the

2 1bid., p. 54.
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French conflicts with the Eng11sh on the Bay itself, there was a gradua1‘
movement of French fur traders through the Great Lakes toward Lake
Superior and the Little North. In 1677, two coureurs—des-bo1s, or wood
runners, arrived at Charles Fort from a Frénch post that was located on
Lake Mistassini. A year later, another Frenohman, Jolliet by name, was
reported to have'viéited Charles Fort. In the summer of 1684, a‘trading.‘
post was estéb]ished by Du Lhut on the northeast side of Lake'Nipigon;,
at the mouth of the OmbabikavRiverv(Fig. 6)? 'This post, alternately
called Fort La Maune or Fort La Tourette, was strategically situated
to tap the fur trade of the A]bany River Va]ley that fed the.Hudson's
HBay Company's Albany Fort which had been built in 1679 at the mouth of
“the Albany R1ver. In 1685, a sma]] outpost (Fort des Franca1s or
| Fort Frougris) was bu11t by Du .Lhut's brother, La Tourette, at.the gunc-
» tion of the Albany and Kenogami Rivers. This post occup1ed a strategic
river Junct1on and was bu11t to further impede the Indians trave]]1ng
to Albany Fort with furs from their winter hunting grounds. Farther‘ :
west, a trading post was bui]tbat the outflow of Rainy‘Lake'by De Noyon
in 1688. These seventeenth century encroachments of Frenchvtraders
into the Little North; howeuer, were of minor conséquence. Warfare and
international tnterests directed the tocus of France's attentions else- -
where, and left the fur trade in the‘hands of a sma]]}numbeh of traders
who operatod from bases on the Great Lakes. |

“No further French exp]oration or expansion of settlehent appears
to have taken h1ace’1n thé Little North until 1717, whén Zachahe Roube—’
tel de la Noue erected a temporary hut on Rainy Lake, near thé site of
de Noyon's.wintering place in 1688-89. vThis expansion was orgénized

from Lake Superior as part of a renewed French fur trading effort that



came to be known as Les Postes du Nord. It included forté_at Kaminis-
tikwia, and at the.moufh of the.Nipigon.River, with an oﬁtpost at Michi-
picoton. These French forts and temporary winter oufposts posed a
serious threat to the supply of furs that Was‘annually'drawn to thé,
- Hudson's Bay Company's forts on the Bay. A]ban& Fort was pafticu1ar1y
hurt by these intrusions since its trading hinterland was closest to
the French advance. Thé French fort at Nipigon Rivér was primarily
effective in impeding the flow of furs deétiﬁed for Albany Fort. ‘
Coureurs-deszois from that fort penetrated northward and screened out
many of the furs that had previously gone to A1banvaort; As early -
| as 1716, an officer at Albany Fort referred”tb the French as "the
treacherous next door neighbour wé have to deal with"3, and indicated -
that they were Sett]ed only seven days travél.ubriver from the fort.

Under the_aggfessive Teadership of La Véréndrye, the Postes du
Nord expahded farther north and west of_Lake Superior. Moét»of the
expansion was directed toward the 1andskbeyond the Little North, and
French férts were built in the Greét North along the'va11eys of the Red
and Assiniboine Rivers and, to the northwest, along the valley of the
FSaskatchewan River. | | | |

The major Postes du Nord that were estab]ished during the first
| half of the eighteenth century bespeak only in part of the history of
the fur trade during this period. The other pért concerns the acfions
of the coureurs-des-bois. ‘These hardy individuals carried the.trade
into a much wider area than that encompassed by the main posts. In all

probability, they traversed much of the Little North during the French

3 k.6. Davies (ed.), Letters from Hudson Bay, 1703-40, 1965, p..
. 48. . ' .



Figure 6: | Trading Posts ‘and Routes During the French Régime
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régime, but 1itt1é is known of them or their wanderingé, for fhey were
.': largely illiterate, and left few traces of their existence._bThey appear
| in the early Hudson's Bay Company's journals sfﬁpiy.as the wood_runners.‘
E.E. Rich has dés@ribed them as, ' o |

. . . living with Ihdiané, often accompaniéd oﬁvtheir-

travels by a full-blooded squaw, competitive and in-

dividualistic, in strong contrast w1th the regimenta-

tion of the English traders.
 Figure 6 contains a partial reconstruction of4What was undoubtably a
wider ranging trade conducted by these coureurs-des-bois. The informa-
tion on the coureurs-des-bois has been derived from the physical evf—
dénce of their presence described by Tater Hudson's Bay Company traders ‘K
and Montreal pedlars in the region. |

The Postes du Nord were éeded’to the British in 1763:as a result

of the defeatbof France in the Seven Years War. Independent fur traders
of French or French Canadian origin continued to trade along the shores
. of Lake Superior after 1763, but they were‘gradua]]y'absorbed by the
new entrepreneurs of the fur trade, the predominantly Britfsh ped]aré

“from Montreal.

2. Hudson's Bay Company Ear]y.AdVances into the Little North, 1743—75
The encrodchments of the French fur traders had caused a general
decline in the fur returns of the Hudson's Bay Company and, in 1743, the’
Company attempted to counter the French by bui]ding a sett]ement inland |
from Albany Fort. Situated one hundred and'fifty miles upstream from

the fort at the confluence of the Kenogami River, Henley House was

4

E.E. Rich, The Fur Trade and the Northwest to 185/, 1967, p. 94.



located within thé resource poor Hudson Bay TOQ]ands. This was an
' entirely new departuré_from the Company's estab]ished‘practice of tide-
-water trading, andbthe decision to embark upon this venture was accom-
panied by considerable doubt as to its efficacy and, ihdeed, its prao-
‘ticability. 'Deépite these concerns and the‘difficulties enVisioned,
Hen]ey House Was nevertheless built in 1743. It was not intended to
~serve as an in]and tfading post, but to induceAtho’upland Indians to
bring their furs down to'Aloany and, at the same time, to keép a watoh
on thé French traders! From the outset, Hen]ey House was plagued by
~troubles, both internal and external. It proved.difficu1t to sopply
-and staff and was ransacked by Indiaos in 1755.' In 1759, the newly
resettled house was destroyed by avcoﬁbined force of French and Indians.
| Henley House,remoined unoccupied'until 1766, when the Companyb
decided to reopén it as a check upon the encroachmenté of the'newTy ,
arrived Canadian}péd]ars from the St. Lawrence; The house was still
intended to»indoce the Indians to take their furs down to Albany, a |
function thét was clearly outlined in this 1769 correspondence: |
; . When the Honb]e Committee, ordered Henley to
be re 'established, it was not with the intent to make
it a place of Trade, but as a place, where the Natives
on being distressed, in their Passage to and from
~ Albany Fort, both in summer, and winter, might resort
to, and receive such helps, as their necessitys re-.
quire. .
The officer 1h charge of Henley House, Thomas Powell, was perplex-

ed by these orders since he believed that the Company was Tosing akgreat

deal by not allowing Indians to trade at the house. Many Indians in-

2 Humphrey Marten, "Letter from A1bany Fort to Thomas Powel]
Henley House, Sept 12, 1769", B.3/b/7, fos. 2 and 2d.
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formed Powell that they would take their furs to the pedlars if he did
not trade with them. The Chief Factor at Albany Fort, Humphrey Marten,

held steadfast]y to a contrary view and wrote that

. . . Your long narrative of Indians not chus1ng to
come to trade at this place [Albany] . . . let me
te11 you that the Indians will come to this place,
except when the following accidents happen, viz.,
sickness, lameness, a small quantity of goods, or
'such summer trash [summer furs], that it is not worth
taking from them or Lastly if not Inticed by the
master to trade at Henley or suffered so to do Pr1-
vately with the men. 6 .

The genera1 tone of'Marten's words downplayed the effects of the Canad-
“ians upon Albany's returns, and put some of the blame on -the men at

Henley House. By 1770, however, Marten had reversed his position and.

urged all of his men:

. . . not to be too sparing in a few presents to Up-

- Tanders [Indians from Albany's dinterior]. If we sow
not how shall we reape . . . So many Pedlars up Coun-
try settling themselves in Every corner must distress
us much, he therefore that can counteract those En-
croach1ng Rascals will do himself Honours, and his
‘Master acceptable service./’

During the ear]y 1770's, reports. of the pedlars among A]bany S up-
land Indians steadily increased.  They were reported to be building
posts amidst the Ind1ans .winter hunting grounds and g1v1ng their

leaders large presents to d1scourage them from going to Albany Fort.

‘Similar activities were reported from York and Severn, but the greatest

6 Humphrey Marten, "Letter from Albany Fort to Thomas Powell,
Henley House, Dec. 28, 1769", B.3/b/7, fo. 1ld. :

7 Humphrey Marten, "Letter from A]bény Fort to Thomas Powe11;
Henley House, March 10, 1770", B.3/b/7, fo. 21d.
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impact was felt at Albany. Marten became so distressed that in 1772,
he wrote:
.‘Poor.A1bany how art thou: fa]1en,‘the trade at
Present, not 5000 [made beaver] the Pedlars ruin us,
may the Devil confound them. 8 v
In 1775, Hen]evaOUSe was elevated to the status of trading post and,
with this change in policy, the era of inland trading from A]bany‘began. .
A]though Albany had made the first move inland byvestab]ishing
‘Henley HouSe,-the task of exp1or1ng the forested uplands of the Little
‘North was initiated from Severn House. In 1767, Andrew Graham, the
Chief Factor of Severn, sent William Tomison to winter among Severn's
uptand Indians. vTomison ascended the Severn River to the height of
land and then crossed over -into the East winnipeg Country to leave the
" first recorded impressions of this region and of the Canadian trade
that was developing in its vicim'ty.9 His most probable route to Lake
Winnipeg, or the great lake, was down the Poplar River, a route that
was used by later inland travellers from'Severn (Fig. 9). After nearly
three months of travelling Tomiédn arrived at Lake Wihnibeg:
. . . arrived at the great Lake on Sept 3¢ where I
found many Indians waiting the arrival of the English
and french pedlars, they informed me that there were
two Houses at Misquagamaw river within 1/2 days padle
‘acrose the Lake, and that they were gone down with-
furs to Montrea], one House is commanded by an English--

man.and 8 servants who mans two Large canoes, the
other house by a frenchman and 16 servants who mans 4

8 Humphrey Marten, "Letter from A]bany Fort dated June 19 1772",
B.3/b/9, fo. 36.

' 9 "ObservationS'of a Journey inland to the great Lake performed
by William Tomison, Steward att Severn House Mr. Andrew Graham
~Master from June 16th 1767 to June 30th 1768." B.198/a/10.
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.Large canoes and to the westward were 3 houses more
all commanded by frenchman, they take all kinds of
furs, the natives were cloathed in french cloth,
blankets, printed callicoes and other stuffs .
Although there appeared to be no houses settled on Lake Winnipeg, the
Indians were well supplied with goods from these trading rendezvous at
some of the river mouths on its east coast. A month later Tomison met'
‘a French trader and his éntourage of ten Frenchmeh,and fourteen Indians
~in six large canoes on their way to "Basquea" (Paskoyac or The Pas),
confirming the bresence of Canadians "acrose the lake".. ‘This trader,
whose name was Saswe, was described as follows by Tomison:
His dress was a ruffled shirt, a Blanket Jacket, a
-pair of long trowsers without stockings or shoes his
own hair with a hatt bound about with green binding,
. a poor looking small man about 50 years of age, he
seemed to have a great command over the men, he ]a{
in the middle of the canoe with his wife and son.
Tomison also learned from one of Saswe's men that he was émpToyed and
outfitted‘by a French merchant from Montreal. |
Tomison was the first Hudson's Bay Company servant to travel
through the East Winnipeg Country and, a]thbugh his journal is not de- -
tailed, he did provide the first observations of Canadian trading acti-
vities in the region.. From these, it is apparent that the Indians were
well accustomed by that time to taking their furs to the nearby Canadian

traders.

10 Ibid., fos. 1 and 1d. The M1squagamaw River referred to here
is most likely the Saskatchewan R1ver

1

! 1bid., fo. 2d.
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. .- whenever they collect a few furs they went to

misqugamaw river and traded them with the English, and

am certain what furs goes down to Albany Fort and

Severn House is collected from different Indians, and

were it not for Brazile tobacco very few would come,

they told me that they had no occasion,_to. go down when

they could get goods so nigh at hand.!2
Tomison also observed that there was plenty of wild rice to be had in
this region, which was yet another encouragement for the Company to move
" into the East Winnipeg Country and establish inland trading houses.

Tomison returned to Severn in the summer of 1768 and spent the
next winter preparing another inland éxpedition which commenced in the
summer of 1769. This second journey took him past the East Winnipeg-
Country to the Lake Dauphin area. Tomison observed much the same as he
had two yearé previously, commenting that the Canadian traders were well
established in the Dauphin region and profiting at the Company's expense.
He returned by way of York Fort and later became one of the Company's f
iéading traders along the Saskatchewan River;

At Severn House no further- plans were made toward establishing
inland trading connections with the upland, or Bhngee Indians.l3 Sur-
prisingly, Severn did not follow up Tomison's explorations while York
and Albany actively expanded’their inland settlements. Déspite-reports’
as early as 1771 that Canadian pedlars were "lying at the head of the

wld 15

Severn River"™", the men at Severn, whether by apathy or design

12 1pi4., fo. 3.

13 A term used by traders from Severn House to describe the
Northern Ojibwa. » : '

14 Christopher Atkinson, "Severn House Journal, 1771-72", B.198/
a/15, fo. 35d. - v o .

15 The reason most often cited for Severn's s]ownéss to establish ‘
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remained at their house on the’Bay. The trade at Severh‘declined and,

“16; or those who inhabited the

»by 1772, mainly the "low country'natives
Hudson»Bay LowTands, were'frading at the house. Ih 1774, several Ind-
ians reported that there were "two large canoes with eleven pedlars,
Tying 6n this side‘[east_side] of Fréﬁchman's Lake [Lake Winnipeg],
where they were wintered and got severa] of our debtors to trade with

them. "1/

As York and A1bany men were sent 1n1and in future years the
off1cers in charge of Severn expressed a desire to do ]1kew1se especi-
a]]y in view of reports such as the above. Severn«House remained, how-_
ever, curiously understaffed and, for much of the time before 1821,

seems to have been neglected by the Hudson's'Bay Company.~

3. The Pedlars from Canada, 1763-1779

Sincev1763, a new breed of fur traders had been Making their way

) ~up the Great Lakes routeway organizéd as largely British-financed fur

trading ventures from Montreal. These ped]ars; or Canadians, as they:'
were aTtérnétive]y called by the clerks of the Hudson's Bay Company,
continued trading forbfurs in the French tradition, employing French
Canadian voyagéurs'and coufeurs;des-bois, and wintering inland among

the Indians.

inland trading posts was the neglect upon the Company's part to offi-
cially sanction such a move. Another reason hinted at in various
Severn journals indicated that the men at that house were unw1111ng to
perform such duties. :

16

: Andrew Graham, "Severn House Journal, 1772- 73" B. 198/a/17
fo. -15d. »

7 Andreveraham, "Severn House Journal, 1773-74", B.198/a/18,
fo. 28d. : . .
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In 1767, several Canedian trdders reached Lake Winnipeg and, at
the same time, others penetrated into the region beyond Lake Nipigon.
According to a letter by Benjamin and Joseph Frobisher in 1784, the
first Canadian adventurer travelled northweet’of'Lake Suﬁerior in the
| year 1765.18 This unnamed:trader set off from Michiiimackinac and got
as far as Lake La Pluye (Rainy Lake), at which point his canoes were
plundered by Indians. This same trader made a second &ttempt the fol-
1owfng year but met with the same fate, again on‘Rainy Lake. In‘1767,
Canadian'traders finai]y pushed past Rainy Lake without incidenf and
managed to reach Lake Ou1n1p1que (Lake W1nn1peg)

In the same year a total of thirty-two canoes had "Gone by Lake
Super1or to ye North West", carry1ng goods valued at £12 598 (Table 1).
From these fur trade invoices 1t is evident that the financiers were
mainly British entrepreneurs, while the actual trade for furs was con-
ducted almost entirely by French Canadians. The places of wintering
suggest that the fur trade had not yet expanded beyond the Manitoba
Lakes, and was focused ma1n1y on the northern western, and southern
shores of Lake Superior. |

Similar records of Canadian activity‘for_other-years have not

.survived and what information‘that'is avai]ab]e‘is of Tittle use.
W.K. Lamb observed that: |
No two accounts’ofvthe activities of the first Bri-
tish traders to enter the country west of Lake

“ Superior agree in detail. Many of the traders were
illiterate; few of them were associated in partner-

18 "Letter to Benjamin and Joseph Frobisher to General Haldimand,
Dated October 4, 1784", in W.S. Wallace (ed.), Documents Relating to
- the North West Company, 1967, pp. 70-71. o




Table 1: An account of the Number of Canoes gone out Wintering from the Post
of Michilimackinac, Including the Names of Traders and those that-
are Bail for them. Also the Value of their goods and where they
are bound. o S - :

- NAMES OF THOSE WHO . | L
TRADERS NAMES ENTER INTO SECURITY  No. OF PLACES OF WINTERING VALUE OF

THAT GO IN THE FOR THE GOOD BEHAVIOUR CANOES - MERCHANDISE
S CANOES ~ OF THOSE GOING OUT i . .
1767 v ‘ ' o o . £ S d
July a _ A o Gone by Lake '
: : v Superior to ye
, . ' , - North West
7 Blondeau...... Spicemaker, Blondeau.. 2 = Fort La Reine & . 700 .. ..

' ‘ o 3 Fort Dauphin

Le Blancell... Alexander Baxter...... 6 Fort Daphne & 2boo .. ..

' La Pierce : '
Campionissssse Groesbeekeosesssonsses 1 Lac de Plieu & boo .. ..
' S : La Dubois _ '

Marcaut.sesose Guillardesiesosnsnease 2 Nippigon & La Carpe 511 10 ..

Menard.ssssess Forest OakeSieeesseeass 3 " : " 1106 .. 7
9 BarseloN.:s.... Benjamin Frobisher.... 2 Petit Oulnipique 506 17 ..

Bertrand...... Deriviereiissssssesses 2 Fals Avoin - 600 .. ..
11 Babyeseosssess Chenvillesessesssosass 1 Michipicoton 500 . ..
12 Thos: Curray.. Isaac Toddesessssosasss 2 Camnistugouia 1000 .. ..
14 Chabouillet... Groissbeekesesesossses 1 Lance 600 v, ..
16 Louis Amblen.. De Rivier€.sesessesees 1 De Riviere Serpent 175 oo o

Chabouillet,sss McGillivesvonessnnssss 2 La Pointe 700 v, 4
24 St. Germain... Alexander Henry....... 1 Lance 4OO .. ..
10 Cadotesvsesssss Alexander Henry.soeeess 2 . St. Mary's 1200 .. ..
18 Barti€sisses.. Alexander Baxter...... 2 Du Fond du Lac 800 .. ..
21 ChinNsesvsaaes Alexander Henryeeveees 2 La Poine ‘ 1000 .. ..

Source: C.E. Lart (transcript), "Notes and Documents: Fur-Trade Returns, 1767",
The Canadian Historical Review. vol. III, No. 4, December, 1922.
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ships that required them to keep written records.
As a result, information 1s fragmentary and often
conflicting.

From Hudson's Bay Company observations, hdﬁever,'it is apparent
that Candian traders weré'we]] established in the trading hihter]ands.
of the coastal forts by the ear1y'1770's. iDuringfthis time, the Indian -
'vréports:fkom the upland areas of the Little North indicated'that the
Canadians had already settled near the headwéters‘bf the Severn and
Albany Rivers. It is difficult to assess_thé’veraéity,of these claims
but they nonetheless pbint to an increasing invo]Qement of Canadians
trading in the Little North.

One of the earliest surviving written accounts of the Canad1an fur

trade in the Little North is John Long's VAyages and Trave]s s which

is in part an account of his two-year sojourn in the Lake Nipigon'
Country from 1777 to 1779. The book also contains information concern-
ing the fur trade in general and is a valuable source for éar]y geo-
graphical descriptions and toponymy; Most notéb]y, it contains a sketch
map, presumably drawn by Long, of the "Western Countries of Canada in
1791" (Fig. 7). Even a quick glance at the map will reveal 1ts.obvious‘;
inéccuracies,.but a carefu] investigation of it, using Long's written
descriptions, modern topographic maps, and_a‘background in the litera-

~ ture of the fuf trade, enaBles oné to re]ate'thé speculative and exag-

gerated features of the sketch map to their actual.Tocations on the

19 W.K. Lamb (ed.), The Journals and Letters of Sir Alexander
Mackenzie, 1970, p. 70. . o , ‘

20 M.M. Quaife (ed.), John Long's Voyages and Travels in the Years
1768-1788, 1922 (Hereinafter referred to as Long's Voyages and
Travels.) : A




© Figure 7; A Section of John Long's Sketch of the "Western Countries of

Canada, 1791"
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- ground. ‘Once the details of this fundamental prbb]em-have.been solved,
Long's observations can be made to'yie1d va]uab]e‘insights'into,the
‘ear1y Canadian trade.
In the historiéa] introduction to Long's-narrative, M.M. Quaife

wrote: | |

. . . our author was sent into the Lake Superior dis-

trict, being assigned to the forbidding region

around Lake Nipigon and extending indefinitely north—

-ward and westward.
Quaife's interpretation of the Laké Nipigoh region as forbidding may
havé been derived from the joUrna] of Duncan Cameron, which had been

published in L.R. Masson's Les qurgéois de la Compagnie du Nord Quest,

in '1889. In 1it, Cameron related the desperate story of Monsieur
Clause, whom he described as the first (Canadian) trader to pass Lake -

Nipigon. Clause was said to have journeyed there in 1767, and that:

He and his men were almost starved to death and re-
duced to eat several packs of beaver to preserve
their lives . . . This was a poor encouragement to
others; however, some years after, other traders.
came to Lac la Savanne, Nid de Corbeau and Lac du
Pichou, where severa] men were starved to death at
d1fferent times.  In Lac la Savanne, no less than
four out of eight starved in one year. This gave
the country such a bad name that men cou]d not be
had at any price to bring in goods. 4

John Long was sent into the Nipigon Country in the fall of 1777
as an employee of an unnamed concern, although it is likely that his

employer was Ezekie][So]oan. He described Lake Nipigon and the inhabi-

21 Ibid., p. xiv.

: 22 Duncan Cameron, "The Nipigon Country, 1804", in L.R. Masson
(ed.), Les Bourgeois de la Compagnie du Nord-Ouest, Vol. 11, 1960, pp.
242~ 43 . :
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tants of that,country as follows:

Lake Alemipigon, or Nipigon, is about 100 miles in

length, and supplies the savages with great quantities

of fish. The land affords abundance of wild roots,

-and the animals are very numerous. The Indians who

hunt here are in number_about 300, and are remarkably
- wild and superstitious. ,

The accounts of his jnurney into the interior beyond are, in general,

24,'but, from his-directions, a rough sketch of his

not very‘detai1ed
travels can be drawn (Fig. 8).

The f1rst p]ace ment1oned on his journey 1n1and from Lake N1p1gon
was Lac Eturgeon, or present Sturgeon Lake. He described it as thirty '
miles wide in some parts and containing a'number‘of small is]andé
bLong passed through Sturgeon Lake on his way to his wintering place

which was to be Lac 1la Mort or Dead Lake. He reached that 1ake.on,the '

“twenty-fifth of September, 1777, almost two months after his departure

23 Long's Voyages -and Travels, p. 66. His estimate of 300 Indians
is relatively high. 1In 1784, James Sutherland of the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany observed only thirty hunt1ng Indians belonging to Lake N1p1gon
”G]oucester House Journal", 1784-85, B.78/a/11, fo 6.

24 Long explained this lack of geographical detail in the follow-
ing manner: "As the description of this country, hitherto so little ex-
‘plored, is a principal part of what I intend in this publication, I -
have described it either from my own knowledge or the most authentic
~information I was able to procure from the savages . . . It is necessary
to observe that though the Indians are very expert in delirieating coun-
~ tries upon bark with wood-coal mixed with bear's grease, and which even
- the women do with great precision, the length of a day's march is very
uncertain and consequently cannot afford any geographical information.
This remark, I trust, will be found to want no further proof than the
cons1derat1on that their drafts consist principally of lakes and rivers, -
as they seldom travel much by land; and when their track overland is
"~ described it is perhaps only a short portage which they cross in order
to again pursue their journey on their favourite element. But as few
persons will probably read this account with a view of going into this
country, the description I have been able to give will be sufficient

for the generality of my readers." Long, op. cit., pp. 107-108.
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from Lake Nipigon. Lac Ta Mort was observed to be:-

. . situated to the northeast of Lake Alemipigon.

This lake is about sixty miles in circumference, the

land Tow and swampy, and the water very unpleasant

to the palate.2® ~ |
Long couid not‘have beén an accurate surveyor or éértdgrapher, since
"Sturgeon'Lake lies due west of Lake Nipigon, and it is unlﬁke]y that he
vwdu]d have proceeded from there to a Tlake 1ying on the northeast side
" of Lake Nipigon (Fig. 8). The probab1e'1dcation‘of Lac la Mort.is pre-
sent Savant Lake, situated about fifteen miles northeaét of Sturgeon
Lake. Savant Lake is roughly sixfy miles in circumference, and the sur-
rounding 1ahd; in general, is low lying and swampy.26 The Indians who
’fréquented Lac la Mort were described és'ChipbeWas, an alternate name
"~ for the 0jibwa. -
In January the provisions at Lac Tla Mort ran short and Long and
v éh Indian couple set out for Lake Manontoye, whére Mr. Shaw, a brother
trader was wintering. Their joufney took them fhrough Sturgeon Lake
and, aé they drew néar to Lake,Ménontoye, Long learned that Shaw had
been captured by JHudson Bay savages". Long assiétéd in the rescue of
Shaw and was then provided with wild rice and driéd meat, and with two
of Shaw's men to assist him on his journey.back'to Lac Ta Mort. Long

.. described Lake Manontoye as somewhat smaller than Lac Eturgeon, and

25 1pid., p. 67.

26 Further evidence to this effect can be found in a later section
of Long's observations in which he describes a journey from Lac la Mort
to Lake Manontoye. Lake Manontoye is definitely present Lake Minnitaki
which is situated to the west of Sturgeon Lake. In travelling to Lake
Manontoye, Long first passed through Sturgeon Lake which verifies the

Tocation of Lac la Mort as somewhere to the northeast of Sturgeon Lake.
!
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observed that:

It abounds with excellent fish and wild fowl, and
oats, rice, and cranberries grow spontaneously in the
swamps. There are very few islands in it.27 o

A few days after his return to Lac 1a Mort, Lohg described the
arrival of a band of Indians, some from the Red Lake or Misqui Sakiegan,
and some from the Weed Lake or Lake Shabeechevan.zs Long was also given
some measures of distance and direction to the pfincipa] lakes in the
area: | |

From Red Lake to lake Te Sel, or Salt Lake [Lac
Seul] by the Indian accounts, there are fourteen
short portages, and twenty two creeks . . . From
this lake [Lac Seu1] to Lake Caribou, or Reindeer

Lake, is eight days' march across five creeks and
three portages.

The last mentioned lake is undoubtedly present Caribou Lake, situated

‘about twenty miles horthwest of Lake Nipigon.301

27 Ibid., p. 89. There are a number of islands in Minnitaki Lake,
but.depending upon where Shaw's house was situated, there may have been
few in sight. Long's visit took place in the winter and this might
have also had a bearing on his ab1]1ty to accurate]y discern the number
of islands in the lake. _

28 Red Lake is most probably the present lake of the same name,
situated to the northwest of Lac Seul. Weed Lake is later confirmed to
be present Tide Lake, where a number of trading posts common]y named
Escabitchewan were bu11t

29 1pid., pp. 104-05.

30 Long described this lake as follows: ". . . about thirty miles
long, with several small islands, resembling the Mille Isles in the
River St. Lawrence above Montreal. The water is deep and clear, and the
bottom hard . . . It is surrounded by a chain of high mountains. . Some
years ago a French trader settled here, but of late it has been deser—'
~ted." (p. 105). Caribou Lake appears on Long's sketch map to the
northeast of of Lake Nipigon, and is depicted as a 1ake surrounded by
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Continuing his geographical description of the area, Long
observed:
From Lake Schabeechevan [Tide Lake] to Lake Arbitibis-
are thgee small lakes, eight creeks, and five por-
tages. ' :
Lake Arbitibis probably referred to present Lake of the Woods. Long
described this Take as being:
. very large, and the surrounding land rocky and
mountainous. At the northern extremity of this lake
is a large fall of water, which flows from a river
.whose current is rapid for about twenty miles. On
this river there are also dangerous rapids;_the land
upon its banks is low, and the beach sandy.3,
Long probab]y confused the pr1nc1pa1 d1rect1ons of this lake. The large
fall at the northern extrem1ty corresponds more correctly to the Long'
Sault Rapids at the southern 1nflow of the Rainy R1ver.v The Rainy R1ver
which flows into the Lake of the Woods does indeed contain a number of
rapids,‘and.hasvlow, sandy banks. This is a crucial observation,vsince |
-the Winnipeg River which flows from the northern extremity of the lake
is surrounded by the typical hard rock environment of the Canadian
Shield. |
~ From Lake Arbitibis, Long mentioned a small lake called Crow's -

Nest Lake, or Cark Cark Sakiegan, and thirty miles down the river was

mountains. Present Caribou Lake is situated to the northwest of Lake
Nipigon, but is bordered by hills and cliffs which reach 250 feet at
some places, and would certainly have given an early trave]]er the
appearance of be1ng in a lake surrounded by mountains.

3! 1bid., p. 105.
% Loc. cit.
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- Neeshshemaince Sakiegan, or the Lake of the Two Sisters, so called from
~ the "meeting of two currents, which form one grand discharge into the

']ake"33.

These observations match Up with the previous interpretation
of Lake Arbitibis as present Lake of the WOodé. The ]ocation of the |
’Laké of the Two Sisters corresponds to preseht Tetﬁ Lake at the junction‘
~of the Winnipeg and English Rivers. |

. During the tradingvséason, Long -identified another trader, James
Clark, five of whose men stérved'at'Lake Savan.: The Jocation of N
this lake was gfven in George'Suthér]and's journal of 1777-78, as pre-
sent_Pashkokdgan Lake. Sutherland, a Hudson's‘Bay'Company servant, re-
marked that'"dames Clark wintered at Pashcocoggan Lake in 1777, where 4

of his men died of(hunger.“34

In the spring, Long also leérned that
Monsieur Jacques Santeron had a trading house at Lake Shabeechevan |
(Escabitchewan) and intended to desert the serviée of his emb]oyers and
sell his furs to the Hudson's Bay Company. Lohg was determined to stop
Santeron, but anvIndian Chief exp]aﬁned that it wou1d‘be_to little
avail since Santeron wou]d have a]réady gotten as far as the North
Riverv(A1bany River), leading to Hudson.Bay. However,,fhe»fate of
Jacques Sénteron is uncertain since the Hudson's’Bay‘Company:joufna1s
make no mention of him. » 4 |
Long departed from Lac 1a Mort in the'ear}y summer of 1778 with a

rich winter trade of 140 packs. He arrived at Portage Plain, adjoining

Lake Nipigon, on the second of July, and finally afrived at Pays Plat

33 1pid., p. 106.

34 George Sutherland, "A Journal of the most remarkable Transac-
tions and Occurrences Inland with Pedlars, 1779—80", B.211/a/1, fo. 19.
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(west of the Nipigon River) on the tenth of August. There‘he-met other
- traders, remarking that some of them had wintered remotexfroh-him and
" had gone by way of the Grand Portage. On thé fifteenth'df August,
Long was ready to leave for his Seéond trading:seasonlin the Nipigon
Country.  | | | .- o
His destination that year wéé Lake Schabeechevan, where the

desérter Jacques‘Santeron had wintered thé previous year. Since he did
not mention Sturgeon Lake or Lake»Manontoyé in his journa1, one ‘can
‘assume that his route to Lake Schabeechevan was not by the Lac Seul-
Enélish River route. The a]ternative route would have been via thei
~Wabigoon River system. It appears that Long left the English river
.track just before entering Sturgeon Lake, and then travelled through a
series of lakes and rivers until he reached Skunk's Lake (wabigooﬁ
Lake). From fhere, he travé]]ed to Lake Schabeééhevan which he descri—
bed as: | |

C.. about'180.mi1e$ in circunference and full of

small islands. ‘It abounds with fish, and the swamps

are full of wild rice and cranberries. It is about

six days' march from Lac la Mort . . . At the extrem-

ity of this lake is a fall of water which runs from

a river of the same name, and has a direct communica-

tion with the waters leading from Fort Albany.3
A1l of these obserVations correspond correctly with the geographical
characteristics of present Tide Lake, except for ahonerestimafioh-of o
its Circumference.v |

During the winter, Long was informed that Joseph La Forme, a fel-

Tow trader who was settled aﬁ Lac Seul, was killed by an Indian. He

35

‘Long's chages'and Travels, p. 110.
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‘also mentiohed a house under‘the management of a Mr. Fu]ton on Skunk's -
Head Lake, or Shekarkistergoan (Sh1kag Lake) Tocated between Lake N1p1—’-
gon and M1nn1tak1 Lake. 'In February of 1779, Long was visited by a
trader c]a1m1ng to have come from Fort Albany. He was "dressed in a
‘smoaked-Tleather sh1rt", and was described by Long as a respectab]e and
civil man. The only man to visit this part of_the country from A1bany
was George Sutheriand. The date of this:meeting,'howevers does not cor-
respond with that of Sutherland's journey from Albany FoftLto‘Lake Win-
. nfpeg in the 1777-78 season. Furthermore, Sutherland did not mention
this-meeting with}Long ih his journal so that the'veracity of Long's
account in this instance is questienab1e. He may have 1earned of’
Suther]and at a later date and decided to include a meefing.with him in
his book to provide additional interest to his Story. In any case,‘it
is unlikely that such a meeting took p1ace.‘ | |
Long's return in the spring followed the Skunk's River and, if

the 1nterpretation‘of Skuhk's Lake as present Wabigoon Lake is correct,
then the Skunk's River wou]d correctly correspond‘to the Wabigoon River.
Lac Te Nid au Corbeau>® was the next place name mentioned, and is a
further indication that he followed the same route as he had taken 15
the fall. | |

"This marked the end of Long's observations on the Nipigon Counthy;
Despite its inaccuracies and probable exaggerations, his memoirs provide
a vital and singular insight into the geography of the early Canadian
trade in the Little North (Fig. 8). From his cemments and the map, it

is evident that the Montreal trade was largely confined to the southern

36 Lac Te Nid au Corbeau, or- Crow's Nest Lake, cannot be 1dent1— |
fied but was located between Wabigoon and Sturgeon Lakes :
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margins of the Little North and was concéntrated in‘the English River
:region which came to be known as the Monontagué to the North West Com-
’peny° It is also appanent that the trade was condncted by a numben ofl
we]1’established traders of different concerns. ~Although Long S -experi-
“ence was restr1cted to the English River-Nipigon axis, and he res1ded
in the region for on]y_two years, he was able to comment on the activi-
ties and locations of the Canadians around him in the Little'North.
Virtually all of these traders approached‘the region through Lake Nipi-
gon, and the main focns of the trade appears to have been directed to
“the west and northwest of fhai lake. The point'of departure for this
trade was through Wabinosh Bay at the northwest extrem1ty of Lake N1p1-
gon and, from there, the traders diverged a]ong d1fferent "paths" for
their respective w1nter stations.

Figure 8 is a reconstruct1on of Long s travels and observat1ons

From the trading posts and routeways shown on the map, it is ev1dent
that the trad1ng ventures of these men had_taken them deep into areas
that had fofvyears supplied furs to the Hudson's Bay Company through
.Severn House and, more especially, Albany Fort. Their inroads were sucn
that the Companyicou]d’no 1ongen be sure of‘a regular or adequate supply
of furs from their upland Indians ofAthe‘forested interior. Whereas the
Canadian traders saw the Little North as a valuable fur domain into
which further expansion was possible, and from whfch greater profit
could be derived, the Hudson's Bay Company men at th1s t1me knew 1t on]y
as a vague]y defined h1nter]and It was also a reg1on wh1ch for a cen-
tury had yielded its wealth each spring to the Bays1de forts employing
the o]d system of tidewater trad1ng, a.system wh1ch the English were

loathe to give up.
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4. Early Inland Explorations from Albany‘Fort; 1776-1780

By 1776, deé]ining fur returns and numerous reports of Canadian
traders inland that wére injuring the Company's trade, made it essent1a1
- for Albany Fort to supp]ement its. tidewater trade. The times also
seemed auspicious, for the Company hoped to take advantage of the Ameri-
can War of Independence which méde vulnerable the St. Lawrence-Great
Lakes routéway;b Iﬁ‘the sUmmef of 1776, Thomas Hutchins, the Chief Fac-
tor of Albany, sent Edward Jarv1s 1n1and to survey the situation. Jar-
vis returned later that year having been as far as Lake Super1or “He
had gone by the South Branch (Kenogami R1ver), and had visited two
French Canadian trading posts at Mesh1p1coot (M1ch1p1coton).(F1g. 9).
On the basis of Jarvis' observations, the Albany council determined that '
‘the Lake Superior region could be better exploited from Moose Fort
- because of easier access through thé Modse River»baéin.‘ As.a result;
future inland initiatives ffbm Albany were to be directéd a]ongbthe main
branch of the Albany River, |

In the spring bf'1777, Hutchins sent‘John Kipling and David Sand-
erson, with an Indian woman as a guide, to proteéd_in]and and establish
a tradfng settiement on the Albany RivertmyondHeh]ey House. “The
expeditibn was faced with many hardships, being.the first attempt by
the CQmpahy to navigate beyond Hen]éy with fully laden boats. They |
managed to haul their heavy boats past the first set of rapidsvand,
with furfher difficu1ty, proceedéd until'they reached Upashewa Lake,
which was roughly one hundred and twenty-five miles upriver from Henley
(FiQ; 9). There they built a temporary post on the south shore of the
lake at about the middle of its 1ength, and named it Gloucester House

in honour of the brother of George III, King of England. It was an
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important occasion for it signified ATbany's first step out of the Iow—e
lands and into the fur fbrest of the shield. In‘so doing, Kipling and
Sanderson had managed to navigate beyond the line of contact at Mart1n s
Fall and had established a footho]d however . precarwous it might have
_been, in the Central Plateau Section of the Canad1an Sh1e1d

Several months after Gloucester House had been established,
Hutchins sent George Suther]and with an Indian named Capta1n Caupermer—
tissnewiﬁnekee Mg explore the countryAabove Gloucester House and en-

deavour to bring down Indians to trade next year"37.

Earlier that year,
Sutherland had made an excursion north of the fert.to the River Equane
(Ekwan River) which had prepared him sdmewhat for the'rfgoUrs of inland
travel. The objectivee of his expedition beyond Gloucester House were
simply to proceed as far inland as possible, and to induce any Indians
bthat he might find to return with him the following year to trade their
furs at A1bany. | ' | |

.Sutherland.set out on June 20, 1777_end, after paseing Gloucester
Houée came to Lake Memenescua sacaheggan (Miminiska Lake) where he met
an Englishman who, upon further inveetigation, was found to be a servant
of a Mr. Bartie who had a post about ninety miles to the southwest on
Pashkokogan Lake. Sutherland was also told tﬁat there-were no'other7
trading houses betweenlLake Memenescua and Lake Superior,bahd that Lake
St. Anns (Lake Nipigon) was about one hundred and fifty miles to the
southward. |

After travelling an estimated seven hundred miles, Sutherland was

informed by Indians that "there was formerly.a great many Indians in

37 Thomas Hutchins, "A]bany Fort Journal, 1777- 78" B.3/a/71,
fo. 23d.
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Albany River but destroyed being always at ware with one another,"38
This situation, added to the influence of the pedlars’ genérous presents
of brandy and other European goods, had serious répercussions for the
Albany trade. In October,:Sutherland met with Isaac Batt, a deserter
from the Company's service, and at that time in the emp]oy‘of a French
‘pedlar. Batt was described as intent.upoh dissuading thé Indians from
go1ng to the Company's sett]ements
Sutherland finally reached Lake W1nn1peg on November 23, 1777

(Fig. 9). An Indian there informed him of some of the directions and
distanoes to the Company's bayside settlements; The accuracy of his
observations indicated a wide geographic knowledge and fmp]ied a high
degree of mobility. |

. . . upon enquiry he told me that at hard pédd]ing

“in the summer could get to Cumberland House in 5 days

to York Fort in 13 days to Severn in 12 days and to

Albany in 21 days and that Cumberland House bore

about WNW, York Fort NEE, Severn ENE, and Albany E

southerly, and the Indians that are always going down

them rivers can give one 8 very near idea of both.

‘distances and bearances. :

During his stay with the Indians in the East Winnipengouhtry,

Sutherland did not meet with ény Canadian traders. He did learn, how-

Y-
1

ever, that two Canadian houses had been built that fall about one hund-
red and twenty miles to the southward. Sutherland's camp was situated.
~on a lake called Pashe pick a haggan, which was probably somewhere

along the Berens River. The Canadians'Wére said to be at a lake called

38 1pid., fo. 11.

39 Ibid., fo. 20d.
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Nashe'piék a haggan, and the distance'of one hundred and twenty miles
to the southward would likely place them in the vicinity of the inflow -
of thé Ninnibeg River. This would haVerbeen a logical place for Canad-
iaﬁ(sett]ements since it was located on the main transport route to the
~Great North. The Indians who camped alohgvthe,east coaSt of Lake Winni-.
peg were fn the habit ofbgoing to the river mouths to trade with fhe.
~ Canadians who passed through the ]ake in the fall on‘their way to their
-w1nter trading posts, and on their return 1n the spr1ng to the Grand
Portage. This pract1ce was much the same as Tomison had witnessed ten
years earlier. |

The trip to Albany by canoe waé;an extremely demandfng Journey of
over eight hundred miles, and few Indians cou]d'be.conVihced to accom-
pany Sutherland to the Bayside when European .goods coUTdvbé had at their
~own doorstep. Although Sutherland arrived back at Albany Fort in the
summer of 1778 with five canoes of upland‘Indians Well'laden‘with furs,
his missidn was largely a féi]dre, since the majority of the Indians had
refused to come to A]bany.and instead iraded their furs with the Canad-
ians along the coast of Lake Winnfpég. |

Durihg the sumﬁer of 1779, the Frenéh trader Germafn.Maugenest,
“_his assistant Thomas Coates, seven Canadians, and three Indiaﬁ'guides
arrived at Albany Fort. Hutchins was’informed thaf Maugenest had
deserted his trading post on Sturgeon Lake énd_had brought his mehAéhd
fufsvto A]bany.with the prosbects of engaging in the service of the
Hudson's Bay Company. He had left the service of his employer, Ezekiel
Solomon, complaining of i11 usage, and eXpressed a desire tovhelp the
Company regain. control of the fur trade in Albany's hinterland. |

Hutchins was wary of the Frenchman's motives and refused to engage him
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or his men. Instead he d1rected Maugenest to take his proposa]s to Lon-
don while his men were ordered to return to Sturgeon Lake and awa1t
Maugenest's return next season. ‘

‘ To take advantage of this unexpected opbortunity, Hutchins,ordered.
'George Sutherland to accdmpahy Coates and~the reét of Maugenest‘s‘men on
their return to Sturgeon Lake, "to f1nd out the Track and observe their
manner of Travelllng" George Sutherland's experience in travelling in-

land and living among the Indians had_obvious]y establiéhed him as
Albany's most qua]ifiéd servant to evaluate the chances of estab]ishiﬁg _
inland trading settlements. Hutchins infofmed Suiher1and that he was to
“travel with the Canadians but; upon his‘arriva] at*Sturgeon Lake, was

to winter with an Indian family that had earlier: promlsed th1s favour to
Hutchins. It was an ideal opportun1ty for Hutchins to obtaln 1nte111—
gence concerning the Canadian trading actjvities, and also to check the
va]idity of Maugenest's étory; , |
Sutherland's journal of occurrences40}at Sturgeon Lake during that
season provides one of the.most provocative and detailed accounts of the
- beginnings of Albany's fur trade inland. It is of interesf not only for
fhe light it sheds an the early Canadian fur‘trade in the Little North,
but also for its gfipping acgouht 0f~human‘suffering and endurancé in

the harsh environment of the Canadian Shield. _IfArevea1s Sutﬁerland as
an unswervingly loyal emp]oyee and also as a sens1t1ve, intelligent man

given to commenting upon a d1vers1ty of topics rang1ng from French

Canadian table manners to Indian legends.

0 George Sutherland, "A Journal of the most remarkable Transac-
tions and Occurrences Inland with Pedlars from 26th July 1779 to 31st
May 1780", B.211/a/1.
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Sutherland's first impressions of his French Canadian cbmpefitors
was not flattering. | |
. . . it takes no Téss than 4 french men to track this
canoe and I am shour two of our men would be able to
do it this convinces me of the truth of the common
fraze that one English are always able for two french.
. ; never did I see such a parce1'0f lazey fellows
as these french men are, and they are fit to eat the
~divel and smoak his mother for they must stop and
smoak and eat at every m1]es end
As the'journéy progreésed,'he became less critical of them and began to
understand their expertisevin handling canoes and travelling through the
country.
. if the french was lazy in tracking I find them
very clever in the falls they understand the manage-
ment of canoes ‘in falls very well and carry very heavy
loads. _
Shortly after passing Gloucester House, they came to Eabemit Lake
- (Eabemet Lake) and Sutherland noted that a French trader had Winteked’
there about seventeen or eighteen years ago (c. 1761). At that point,
| the party departed from the Albany River track that Sutherland had fol-
Towed to Lake Winnipeg in_1777 and turned southwest toWard Sturgeon
Lake (Fig. 9). On-September 10, they reached thé Wapinoniék saca heg-
gan, or the White Earth Lake (White Clay Lake), and Sutherland was in-
formed that they were now on the Okeke River {(Ogoki River)‘which was

said to fall into thevAlbany River a long way above Hén]ey'House. He

was also told that there was a "french house" settled a little below
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the White Lake (or Whitewater Lake). Farther upriver, at a waterfall,
‘Sutherland remarked that they weke near the pedlars' road leading to the
house at Pashkokogan Lake where Bartie had prévibus]y wintered.. This
reference places them at the foot of present Kenoji Lake. On September'
14, they entered a lake called Wabakama sacaheggan (Wabakami Lake) and
from there turned southwest on present Flindt River.  Sutherland des- -
cribed the area of the central plateau through which he was trave]iing',:
at this time as follows:

. the country for most part nothing but barron

high rocky ground with a few burnd woods river broad

and very little currant a man would be puzzled to

find Earth enough to sew a quart of pease in twenty

miles distance. I have travelled upwards of a thou-

sand miles in the countr§ before now but never did I

see anything like this. 4 ‘ ' . :
This desolate ub1and terrain of little soil, barren roéks and of burnt N
trees continued unabated and, as they neared the Jafge'lakeAca1]ed
_ nameu saca heggan, or Sturgeon'Laké, Sutherland began to feel uneasy
about his winter prospects. His suspicions were confirmed when the
\fhdién with whom he was to pasé the winter .refused to take him iﬁ
because: |

... he had a Jarge family and his country was very

poor and the Indians always starved here abouts he

likewise said that all the Indians here about would

not be able to maintain one man among them all winter
ho, 1o, where the divel have I got to now . . . 4

}Suther]and had no choice other than to winter with Coates and his

43 1pid., fo. 11.

4% 1pid., fo. 13.
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men. He soon learned that thére were other pedlars building at the
oppoéite end of the lake. The hduse that Maugenest's_men;had begun to
build had been burned to the ground by‘these men when they learned that
Maugenesi had deserted tb the HudsonFS Bay>Company ‘The man ih charge
of these pedlars was James Clark and, in general, he treated Suthef]aﬁd
hospitably. During one of Suther]and S conversat1ons w1th Clark, how-
eVer,_he was made aware of Clark's lack of respect for the Hudson s Bay.
Company's charter:

it is not in your Company S pour to hinder -us

because this part of the gountry belonged to Canada -

since Canada was Canada.? _ :
~ Clark continued the conversat1on adding that he was only an. employee bf
- other people and that it was his emp]oyers wish to "get w1th1n one hund-
red miles of Hudson's Bay which I make no doubt but what we will ina
few years." He further noted that,;“weiwou]d not only get mofe'furrs .
but of a better kind we sadly want our packs composed of your Hudsons
Bay guinea martins."*® | | |

In his conversatfons with the ped]érs, Sutherland was able to. |

ascértain the relative numbers and locations of the other Canadian
traders in the region.A‘There Were two éanoes at Oker Lake (Red Lake),
two at Eagle Lake (probably the Eagle Lake northeast of Lakevof the
Woods), two below the White Lake (Whitewater Lake), two at Animapeg; or
" what the Hudson's Bay Company called St. Anns (Lake Nipigbn), two at

the Pike (Pic), two at the Tikameg Lake (a lake between Lake Nipigon
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and Henley House), two at Mishipicottow (Michipicoton), one at the Dog
Lake (seventy miles south of Sturgéon_Lake), two houSeS at a lake called
Lake Lapluie (Rainy Lake), one house at a lake called Lake debois (Lake
of the Woods), one house at a lake cé]]ed’Pashcocoggan (Pashkokogan
Lake), and the house on StUrgeon Lake where Clark and his eight men were
settled (Fig. 10). The Albany officers had feared that thereAwas'an
incréasing number of Canadian traders settled among ‘their upland Indiahs,
~ but now George Suther1and had so]id'suppdrtihg evidence:

. . here are no less than 17 houses that they have
got to the Eastward of Lake Winnipeg and to the north-
ward of Lake Superior just about Albany River it is
no wonder that the trade is fallen of late at Albany
and who can raise it one may strive till Eternity,
give them presents and indulge them as much as he
chuses and never be a bit better for.it . . . the
pedlars are in every hole and corner where there are
any Indians to be found . . . besides as far as I can
learn the pedlars give away more to the Indians then
‘what we doo when we give them the most.
- Sutherland observed that the Indians of the Sturgeon Lake area were
quite content to stay near their winter hunting grounds and trade with
the Canadians. An Indian Chief confided, "we-know very well that your
cloth is -better then that the french,ake but then when my coat is wore
~out the french will give me another if I am not able td buy‘bne and
‘that is more then you would doo if you was in my country.“48

After quest1on1ng Clark about the economic organlzat1on of the

Canad1an fur trade Suther]and 1earned that most of the trade was car-

- ried on by companies or partnershlps and, that the "country to the
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Figure 10:  Trading Posts in the LitHe North , 1779/80
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northward of Lake Superior is poisdned with them for it is impossible

for a man to travel 150 miles any course without’finding a pedlars

49

house." Their route to the Little North was through Lake N1p1gon and,

from there they followed different "roads" to their respect1ve houses.

Ezekiel Solomon, whom Sutherland debased as an "illiterate Jew", was

described as the man in charge of the fur trade in the Little North.

Clark himself was one of Solomon's employees, as had been the deserter

Maugenest. Shaw (Alexander Shaw); who was wintering that year at Oker

Lake, wasitermed_"So]omon's serjent". - The register of engagées at

Montreal for the Northwest fur trade in 177950 and the early 1780's

verify Clark's statements. Ezekiel Solomon was the leading employer

during these years and, although he opékated posts e]sewhefe, the bulk

of his engagées were $ent to winter in the Postes du Nipfgon.

Havihg had the opportunity to view Clark's trading goods, Suther-
land assessed the Hudson's Bay Company's wares as being as-gdod or
befter. During the tradfng season, he was also able to calculate the
SACanadian standard of frade in terms of the Company's made beéver stand-
| ard. This!is shown below, aiong with the Hudsen's Bay Company's stand—

-ard at'A]bany Fort for the same season.

49 1pid., fo. 25d.

.. 50 "Répertoire des Engagements pour L'Ouest Conservés dans les
Archives -Judiciaires de Montréal, 1778-1788", Rapport de L'Archiviste
de la Province de Quebec pour 1946-47, pp. 299-370. The following is
an excerpt from a biographical sketch of Solomon: "Ezekiel Solomons,
a Jewish trader who was captured by the Indians at Michilimackinac in
1763, and was afterwards taken by the Ottawa Indians to Montreal and
ransomed, and many of whose half-breed descendants settled, first at
Drummond Island, in Lake Huron, and afterwards at Penetanguishine,

" Upper Canada. Ezekiel Solomons was, according to his grandson, a

native of Berlin, Germany." W.S. Wallace (ed.), The Macmillan Diction-

ary of Canadian B1ograghy, 4th ed1t1on, 1978 p 785.




Canadian Standard ‘Hudson's Bay Company Standafd
1otter - = 1M" 1 otter = 1m"
1 cat (lynx) = 1m" -1 cat = 2m"
2 marten ' = 1M" : 2 marten = 1m"
2 mink = am" 4 mink. = 1M
1 wolverine - = 1 m" . 1 wolverine = 2 M"
1 wejack (fisher) = = 1m8"

1 MBr__ 1 wejack

The only main difference in theftwo.standafds of trade fnvo]ved thé
value of cat, or lynx, pelts. Beaver, marten, ottér, and ]ynx pelts
were the main species in the trade of the Little North at this-time,
making up about ninety percent of the total. Since the Indians.cou]d
get more for their Tynx pelts frbm the Hudson'§ Bay Company, thé Canad-
ians encouraged their Indians to trade lynx for dtter pe]té with fhe
Hudson's‘Bay Company's Indiané, and thereby profited frdh fhé higher
bmarket value for otter pe1ts.' They had a]so‘realized tHat they could
profit by maintaining a flexible standard of trade and tﬁereby take.’
advantage of the more rigid sfandardé of the HudSbnfs Bay Company. The
Hudson's Bay Company's standards reflected many years of trading with
fndians at a relatively fixed standard which became increasingly more |
difficult to changé. |
Although Ezekiel So]dmon controlled much of the'Canadian fur
trade in the Little North, therelwere also a number of independent_‘
traders who competed with the Solomon concerns. Sutherland noted that
cbmpetition between Canédian traders drove up the prige of furs consider-.
ably as each trader lowered his standard and gave out mofe presents. of
Tiquor and tobacco than usual. Sutherland marvé]]ed at their ability to
sell goods cheaper than the Hudson's Bay Company, even though the Canad-

ians had to travel more than 1,500 miles to their inland posts.
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Sutherland wrote:

if one of the Company's servants was to come here

and trade and give away at this rate he would look

very foolish when he went to make his accounts up.51

Sutherland also learned details of the'wages of the Canadian
traders. Clerks, such as Clark, were paid between two and three thou-
sand livres per annum, and sometimes they had a fifth share of the ad-
ventures over which they presided. The clerks were also provided with

every necessary,‘énd had no occasion to spénd any part of their wages
while in the éounfry. The common men's wages ranged from 1,000 to 1,500 |
1ivres,-énd while at first this appeared extravagant to Sutherland, he
learned later that the men sometimes spent their whole year's wages or
. more on items such as food, Tiquor, and clothing during the winter trad-
ing season. This situation had provoked some of the men to abandon the
service of their employers and live among the Indians. Sutherland
- remarked upon this practice as follows:

. .. I am creditably informed numbers of poor wret-

ches lost after this manner in the great north and

become greater rascals in a short time then the worst

savages 5 . teaching the savages the vices of white

peop1e.5 ' ' -
Sutherland quickly realized that Maugenest had exaggerated his ability
to control the fur trade of the Little North for the Hudson's Bay Com-

pany. The fact of the matter, according to Clark, was that Maugenest

was in debt to Solomon for 30,000 Tivres and had simply deserted to
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avoid payment. | _

In the light of what he had learned, Sutherland concluded that
thé Hudéon's Bay Company?é chances of settling the-Littie North were
dismal. | | o |

it is impossible -even if the Company had twinty

settlements in this part of the country the pedlars

would have their share of the trade.53
The major restraining factor was the lack of sﬁitab]e men at Albany to s
conduct thé fradE. Maugenesi had suggested that the Company send out
--three clerks, but Sutherland warned that thé tasks of Canadian clerks
differed from those of the Hudson's Bay Company's trading masters. .The
former were not required to write Journa]s or accounts, but they had to
"be proficient in communi