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ABSTRACT

This is a deseriptive study ef a selected sample ef forty-seven
glementary scheol children, twenty of whom were suceessful and tweﬂ%ya.A
seven of whom were unsuccessful school performers., All the children |
ecﬁcérned in this study lived in an enviremmentally deprived area
of the city of Winnipeg as designated by the Metropolitan flanning
:C@mmissi@n of Greater Wimnipeg. The study was undertaken in order
to examine selected culturally stimulabing activities im the life
of the Metropolitan comsunity which were or were net im pesitive
relation to suceessful sechool performance.

Iﬁfer@aﬁi@ﬁ was obtained through face-te~face interviews with
parents of the ghildren in the sample group. The interviews were
based on a schedule of questieons prepared by the research group,
and designed te query attendance in four specifie areas of eulturally
stimalating activity - religious activity, use of the public library,
secular activities both within and eutside of the immedlate
@@mﬁuﬁity.. | |

It was found that suceessful éehael'ﬁerfermance was positively
related to the child's use of libpary facilities and to seeular
activities i@ggted outside the immediate community. Suceessful
performance was found to be negatively related to religious activities
and secular activities within the immediate community.

Average incomes were found to be higher in the sample of the

successful students than the umsuceessiul.
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Over-all findings of the study were inconclusive as two of the
arsas selected as culturally stimulating proved to be negatively related
to satiéfactary'sch@ei performance and twe proved te'be p@éihi?al&

related.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Within the last five years, the problem of poverty has
received a considerable amount of attention in Canada and the
United States. This attention has taken the form of analytical
thinking on the part of geverﬁments, social'agencies and socially
responsible people everywhere. OSocial agencies have for years
focussed mainly on the problems of the peér, and preventitive
successes have been limited. It has been felt by many in the
field of social work that social workers were in too many cases
dealing with problems which could be averted had appropriate social
concern been expressed and appropriate social action taken in
the initial stage. |

One means of dealing with poverty is through education. This
is especially so in our industrial society which is now becoming
increasingly specialized and cemplex requiring advanced education
and training to compete., There are enormous mumbers of children
from poor families whe are not benefitting from our present school
system., As a result of this, a dangerously high percentage of
these children are unsuccessful in passing their grades and many

withdraw from schoel at an early age. The general tepic presented

to the Master's Year students of the class of 1965=66 Schosl of
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Soeial Work, University of ﬁaniteba, was to measure whether there

are identifiable characteristics of the life-style of the families

in environmentally deprived areas of Winnipeg which may be related
tg the differences in educational achievement of their children.

It was believed by the group that there were many experiences
insidé and outside the home which could be considered, and that
out of this, a concensus showing a relationship te school per-
formance could be stated.

The sixty~three students in the Master's Class, 1965 were

divided inte four groups--twe each of which were to examine gsimilar
factefs of cultural stimulation, ‘Thé group of which this writep
was a member looked into the guestion of whether the participation
in culturally stimnl&tiﬁg activiﬁiea of a selected group of schoei
children could be related in any way 1o successful or unsuccessful
school performance.
The setting for this study comprised environmentally deprived
areas in the ¢ity of Winnipeg, Manitoba from which parents of students
. whose school performance had been classed satisfactory or unsatis-
factory b& their classroom teacher were interviewed, The locales
had been classed as environmentally deprived by Census Tract numbers
eleven and twelﬁe, nineteen and twenty-two and twenty-three of the

‘Repert on Housing, Metrepelitan Corperation of Greater Winnipeg,

issued in October of 1965,
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Social sclentists are generally in agreement thal experiences
of the child before school and during schoel which are due to his
particular enviromment and culture have a significant affect on
the mental precesses which are necessary for acquiring knowledge.
Documentation of this theorydmay be found in Chapter 1l.

The physical area as set out by the Greater Winnipeg Met-
ropolitan Ce-Operation repert was marked &s a blighted area for
slum elearance, It included a high proportion ef multi-family
dwellings whose average income was stated as between $3000~
$3700. The number of low-rental properties was high and the |
" preportien of internal space te people per room was lew., The
area depicted a confused pattern of land use with industry pene=
trating inte residential areas and»few parks, recreational areas
and free space present, The rate éf.mcbility within the arsa was
considered to be high, while the rate of mobility from the other
areas of the city to this area was considered to be low., The area
comprised many ethnic groups who tended to cluster in some parts
of the area,

It was fell by the members of our group that every manfs
right to an education was also an element of theory supporting
the stndy, Histerically, it would seem our education system has

devélaped more formally te classreom instruction from the previocus

emphasis of education and training on the lecation of the job. Im
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view of this greater emphasis, it would be thus desirable to learn

about some of the difficulties and preblems in this area of education,
The setting of eur study was not restricted to the area as
desigﬁatgd by the Metropolitan Corperation of Greater Winnipeg, as

environmentally deprived in the sense that we took into account

some activities of the ehildren outside the environmentally deprived
arca. However, the setting of residence for the children in our
sample group definitely fell in the environmentally deprived areas.

We were concerned in this study with a selected group of elem=
enbary studenté who were in attendance at school in the environ=

mentally deprived sreas studied. These children were in attendance
in grades I, II and III in the elementary level of school. The
children chosen for the sample group were either felt te be per-
forming at a satisfactory or unsatisfactory level as seen by
their individual classroom teachers.

Limitations were seen in that we had no assurance that a
uniform criteria was established by the teachers involved to assess
the satisfactory or unsatisfactory performance of the children
selected for the sample, We did not have contact with the schools
to broaden our information, Our contact was restricted to the
inberviews with the parents of the children. Attendance records

of activity centres which could validate or invalidate some of the

information reeceived from parents, was not used, Whether there were |
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physical or mental health factors effecting the students of the

'sample groupg was not taken into account., The area of atiitudes

was not directly entered into in our study. We did net comsult

as to whether parents wanted their children to participate in
ecertain activities more than others, or whether the motivation fer
participation came from the{parents or the children,

The majer hypethesis %} our study is: The successful or un=
successiul performance of a selected group of elementary schoel
children living in an envirenmentally deprived area of Winnipeg
is related to thelr attendance at eulturallylstimulating activities
outside tﬁe home,

. _
The subehypothesis of our study were formulated as follows:

l. A greater proportion of the successful children than the
unsuceessful attend religious activities,

2. A greater preportion of the successful children than the
unguscessiul ude~library facilities,

3¢ A greater proportion ef the successful children than the
unsuccessful attend secular activities inside of the
immediate communiiy.

he A greater proportion of the successful children than the
unsuccessful attend secular activities outside of the
immediate community.

Our group chose the four stated areas of activities because

we felt they were meaningful to the children in terms of stime

ulation and availability.

The rationale for ocur major hypothesis was based mainly on
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the arguments espoused by Reissman, Deubche and Coll which refer
to participaiion in activities outside of the home as one of the
important factors in development of positive mental stimuli for
the learning capacity of the schoel child, It was felt that the
school was a middle elaés institution and that children who
possessed middle class values were more likely to achieve in this
situation, Middle or lewer class values also entered inte the
area of participation in culturally stimulating activities of
the children in our sample group. This was due to the rationale
that middle class as a whole tends to be more of a joiner and
partici?ator in such activities than does the Zower class., A
possible way of measuring this influence to us was to consider
activities within the immediate community and activities outside
of the immediate community that the child attends. Activities oute
gide the lmmediate community were theughﬁ to be middla-class based
while activities in the immediate community, although thought te
be middle class based, were attended mainly by the lower class., We
felt the difference in the class emphasis of these activities
might produce a corrssponding relationship in the stimulation of
the child's mental abilities in learning,

In chaasihg the areas of church, library, and non=-secular

activities for our study, we felt these wéfe culturally étimnlating

activities which could provida a positive stimuli to the mental




e

abilities of the child, The church and library were institutions
with volﬁntary contribution as a factor in common as well as their
availability to all members of the sample groups The library
participation was felt to be especially indicative of iha develop~
ment of reading skills among the children iﬁ our sample group.

The inclusion of secular activities which were thought te be
culturally stimulating was necessary to inélude other measurable
and available activities which were offered to the children inside
and outside their immédiate cémmnnitiesg These activities were
alse felt to have a potential impact on the development of mental
Iabilities for & child in the avea of learning;

The following definitions were arrived at fer the purpeses
of this studys

1. Culturally stimmlating activities are those activities
which increase the child's interests and abilities in such areas
as verbal and visual skills, abstract thinking, seocial interaciion
and attention span.

2, TImmediate cmméunity iz that area which encompasses all
the homes of the children in the sample group in which all daily
living activities take place. Therefore, for the purpose of this
study, the immediste community will be bounded by the follewing:

Red River to Redwood Ave., to Salter Street to C.P.R. tracks, te

MePhillips to Notre Dame Ave., to Balmoral Street to Ellice Ave., -

to Notre Dame Ave., to Portage Ave.,, to Main Street to the C.P.R




tracks to the Red River.
| 3. Religiaus activities are only those experienées of religious
service and where religious instruction is predominant.
| bhe Secular activities are these culﬁurally stimulating activities
which are nonereligious in nature, Some of these activities would
-~ inelude those which oceur in Neighbourhood Service Centres, in parks,
and on vacation trips. -
| 5, Library facilities are those services that a public
library provides, BIxamples ef'this would include the showing of
movies, the telling~ef stories, and the loaning of books.
6o Envir@nmsntall& deprived area of Winnipeg is the afea
which was defined by the Planning Division of the Metropolitam
Corporation of Greater Winnipeg as being in transition and falling
below social acceptable standards, according to census tracts

published by the Corporatien in October, 1965.

7. Successful school performers are those children whose
performance is above average as ldentified by the individual
¢lagssroom teachers of the students in the sample group.
8. Unsuccessful school perfarmers are those children who
. % are failing to meet the expectations of the school programme as

identifiedAby the individual classroom teachers of the students _ 1

[y

in the sample group.

For the purposes of this study we are assuming that each child

S

&
.
.
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in the selected group had an equal opportunity te learn in the
classroom., We are assuming that each child had the intellectual
capacity in order that he or she might atitain the successful
level of performance as outlined by the classroom teacher, We
mist assume that the responses given by the parents to the
questions in the study were accurate responses.

Prior to commencing the interviewing for this study, a pre~
test sample with the first draft of our schedule of gquestions
was undertaken. After completion of the pre~testing,certain re-
visions were carried out in the.schedule and the formal inter-
views weré carried out with the face«te~faée'method. The number
of affirmative and negabive responses were to be tabﬁlated 80 as
to show the relationships in our stated hypothesis to be valid~
ated or invalidated, |

‘ Full discussion of our methed will be presented im Chapter 1ll,
The analysis of the data will be glaborated on invchapter'iv;

evaluations and conclusions will be presented in Chapter V.




CHAPTER 11
BACKGROUND

The environmentally deprived child must attend school as well
as the child who is not environmentally deprived. This is enforced
vader law everywhere in Canada. Manitobals Child Welfare Acty
makes school attendance compulsory for all able-bodied children
up te fourteen years of age in city arcas. Does the environment in
‘which a child lives effect his schoel performance? If se, in
what way? In the last few years, and particularly since the John
F, Kennedy pra$idantial administration in the United States, there
hag been vocal concern expresssed by government ovér the continuance
‘5 of poverty amidst affluence of record heights. We shall discuss
this vocal concern as sxpressed by numercus writers of socisl science
background with a view to learning of the difficulties of the
environmentally deprived, and in particular those difficulties
which might have a bearing on a child's school performances |

Michael Harringten's boek, The Other America, printed in 1963 '  lf'5‘ .
is credited ﬁith being the impetus behind the United States : v |

governnmental concéfn. The late President Kenﬁedy was reported te

Lonild Welfare Act, Province of Manitoba, The Qusen's Printer, 1954.
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be very moved by Harrington's penetrating secial expose, and
ordered his chief economic aide to write out plans for the "war

on poverty", just three days befere his assassination, President
Johnson's persuance of his anti-poverty programme is one of the
present United States government priority items, The Oongress of
the United States passed the "war on peverty® in August, 1964. The
act reads in part:

UThe United States can achieve its full economie and secial
potential as a nation only if every individual has the opportunity
to contribute to the full extent of his capabilities and to parte
icipate in the workings of our society. It is therefore the policy
of the United States te éliminate the paradox of poverty in the
midst of plenty in this nation by opening to every one the opport=
unity for education and training, the opportunity to work, and the
opportunity to live in decency and &ignity."z |

Concern about the subject of poverty has also been expressed
in Canada. "In this afflﬁant gsoclety we do not lel people starve,
But if a family cannot afford the kind of housing, clething, foed
medical eare,beducatien and pleasure that the rest of us now take

for granted, then by our Canadian standards, that family is poar.3

2United States of America, The Economics Oppertunity Act (Washingten

D.C.y Section 11, August 1964)
3plan Pnillips, "Our Invisible Poor", (Macleans, February, 1965) p. 7




Furthermore, "on the basis of income, a family in Canada is
considered poor if they earn $3,000, or less per year and live

in a city, or if they earn $2500, and live in a rural area.
According to this index, one~fifth of our population lives in
peVerty."A The remsons for this type of thinking are quite obvious
in that in countries which boast the highest standards of living

in the world, (Canadats is now the highests), the ever-present
poverty problem of significant proportions seems to operate in
| blatant antithesis to the superficial image of society.

Harrington commrents on the éagnitude of the problem in the
United States by using Hobert Lampman's Senate study estimates which
states that "low income peeple in the United States could reasonably N
range between 16 per cent and 36 per cent of the populati@n."6 ir |

we use the higher figure, this amounts to approximately sixtﬁbfivn l
million Americans. However, n@t.all “lew income" people are living

in a culture of poverty, and Harrington arrives at the figure of 20%-

25% as that being more accurate. MNevertheless, when we deal in human

suffering whether it is ten million more or ten million less does

not eradicate,respénsibility or lessen the concern. "Give or take:

bbid., p. 9

50cteber News Release (Canadian Press), Dominion Bureau of Vital
Statistics,(Ottawa, Canada, 1965) aE S

60ps Cit., p. 172 ~ - -
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ten million,; the American peor are one of the greatest scandals of
a secieiy which has the ability te provide a decent life for every
man, woman, and child, nl
There are many reasons to believe that a continual state of

paverty has a meaningful and impertant impact on the mind of the

' poverty-stricken, Cohen sayss "Living in peverty inevitably leads

to questions about one's own adequacy as well as about the values of
society. The brave front often seen is a pretection against the
care of depression that is a matural consequencé ef living under
these_cenditiensg"a The f&réreaching‘effects of poverty on the
family should not be under-estimated. "IV is well known that such
families present very complex preblems in family functioning and
have a very high inecidence of problems about which the cemmunity
is vitally concerned and tewards sclutions of which it is annually
soliciting for funds. For example, the incidence of illegitimacy,
delinqneney; mental illness, scheol drep outs, divorce, separation,
child dependency and neglect are higher in this population group
than in the general papulatien.“9

TIbid., p. 172,

8Jerems Cohen, "Secial Work and th& Culture of Poverty", Secial Werk:
V@lo lx3 J&a;, 196150 Pe

PLeonard Sehneiderman, nSome Theoretical and Methodelogical problems
in Serving the Multi~Problem Family", National Federation of Settle-

‘ment_and Neighbourhood Cemtres, New York, 1964, p. 23.




Philips comments that, "after twenty, thirty, forty years of
frustration they no longer care. They escape in apathy or anger;
alceholism or crime."lo
Although the background material available for our concern
for the school performance of the envireonmentally deprived child
seéms 1o be of a general rather than a particular nature, there
would seem to be genefal agreement that the envirenmentally deprived
child encounters a great deal of difficulty in perferming'wall in
school; The lewer-class child enters the school situation se
poorly prepared to preduce what the scheol demands that initial
fallures are almost inevitable, and the school experience becomes
negatively rather than positively reinferced.“ll These type of
éhildren are referred to &s culturally deprived by Relssman as
he states, "the term culturally deprived refers to those aspects
of middle~class culture such as education, books, formal language

12

from which these groups have neot bemefitted," If a child has led

a constricted life with little outside activity, he is less likely

O%p, Git.s ps 9

Uaartin P, Deutsch, "The Disadvantaged Child and the Learning Precess
: Health of the Poor, Reissman, Cohen et Pearl, The Free Press,

12Frgnk Riessman,

New York, 1962, p. 3'. » ) — ) , —
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to be ready te learn at scheol. Deutsch sums this point up quite
well when he says,“ change in cnreumstanees is requlred to ferce
the accemmedative medifications of schemata that censtitute devalw
epment. Thus the graater variety of situations to which the e¢hild
must accommedate his behavioral structures, the more differentiated
and mobile they become., Thus the ﬁore new thingé a child has seen
and the more he has heard, the m@re things he is interasted in see~

ing and hearing.”13

Be the poor suffer fr@m inactivity? This would secem not te
be the case. The peer are active in carryiﬂg oub the daily tasks
of living ag best they can, Frisberg sees the lower class as
people who are not "joiners®, -Harringxon points out what te him
appear to be rigid and superstitious charactéristics found amongst
the lower eeconomic groups. Sanders in his book The Community sees
people mf‘different econemic levels active in different Ways,
partieipatiag in different ty?es of recreation. All seem to peint
out that the‘middle Class are more @utg&ing,the Lower Class more
inclibed to be inward le@king and regtrietive in their activlties.
~ Mest of the writers believe that one of the main stumbling

bleeks in nnderstanding the environmentally deprived child is based

on our strict adherance te middle-class values, aﬁd'aurvf&iiure te

13Deutsch, Martin P, "The Disadvantaged Child and the Learnlng
Precess", Mental Health of The Poor, Reissman, Cohen et Pearl,
Free Press, New York, 1964, p. 171
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see these children in their cultural milieu. Relssman refers te
"The culture of the school which everleoks and underestimates his
particular skills and mode of intellectual fumctioning that arise
out ef'his culture and way of lifet"lh

Deutsch comments that, "the culture of their environment is

a different one from the culbure that has molded the schoel and

its educational techniques and theery."ls As we study seme of
the activities of the environmentelly deprived child, we perhaps

may see whether invelvement in the activities we have chosen as
stimilating have a pesitive effect on his scheol performance,

The theery base of social casewerl should offer some insight
into the problems and conflicts around an environmentally deprived
ehild of school age. If we were to follow the soclal functioning
approach that is mainly espoused by Pearlmﬂn.in casewark theory,
we might see‘the envirenméntally deprived as a symbol elienb, with
certain compenents of the environment as external stresses. If
ag states Relssman, we are more likely to produce changes on the
outside of the heme than in i%, our area of culturally stimulating

activities 1s perhaps a workable and legical arsa to explore.

Ghild,ﬂarper and Row,

15Deutsch, Martin P, "The Dlsadvantaged Ghlld and ths Learning Process, "
Mbntal Health of the Poor, Reissman, G@hen et Pearl, The Free Press
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Hapefﬁlly, by feeussing on the alleviatiom eof outside stresses

(i.e. positive participation in culturally stimulating aetivities)
that we might embhamee the immer functioning of the emvirommentally

deprived.

and their possible relationship to parental attitudes and scheol

i
....... §
Edna Breoks refers to a study of the socie-seonomie facters }

attendance in St, Louls., "The study attempted to discever .

Theorists generally agree that the sehool affords smple oppert= .

|
|
unity to examine the emotiomal problems of the young, ‘Lippﬁaa’seea, ' L
"the best place for detecting emotional problems in the grewing |
ehild is the seh@@l.“l7 Josselyn discusses the oritical age of ﬂ
latenecy and regers to ehildren ef early school age,as_géing,thr@ugh %
a great deal of emotional adjustment. She étates, %one of the schoel

problems of the latency peried is emobional blecking in learning.“lg

16

|
Breoks, Edna E., "Socie~Eecnomie Fagtors, Parental Attitudes and |
Schoel. Attendance," Social Werk, Vol.1lll, Octeber, 1962, p. 55~63, ]
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She further comments that, “the child's confidence must first be
rasiered before hé can be expected to make real progress in the
learmning precass.“lg These comments are pertaining to the nermal
c¢hild and school adjustment and give further strength to the
arguments of Relssman and Deutséh who we have alresdy quoted in
regards to the unpreparedness of the envircmmentally deprived
¢hild for scheol. A pessible outgrowth of a young environmentally
‘deprived child's reluctant participation in school can be seen in
| the movie Blackboard Jungle. A lower-class Peurte-Rican student
of about twelve years of age commented; "I get up in the morning,
and my rocm gmells stinky, I wash up in a stinky bathroom, I miss
the stinky school bus and when I get to sche@i the teacher leoks
at me as if I am sﬁinky,"za This mmvia.ebvieusly repregented a
group of students whe were anvir@nmenﬁally deprived, anrd from the
scenes shown it was cbvicus their participétian in culturally
stimulating activities outside their immediate community and home
was at a minimal level. Street gengs were prevalenb, Their lang~

uage was not middle-class nor were their goals middle~class. They

91p44., p. 88

2°Blag§b@ard Jungle, movie; Metre«CGoldwyn- Mayer, Hellywaad,
G&lif@!’niﬂ, UOSQA.’ released 1954»55,
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sculd not see that learning "English® could possibly assist ihsa

in aﬁtaining a2 jobe The teacher,in the £ilm resorted quite success- 5
fully to showing the group films of @ somewhat elementary nature | o
(Jack and the Bean Stalk) in which the group couid.beaome stimilated

and discuss the film afterwards in their own language, and by equate

ing much of the environmental siruzggle in their own lives 1o the
difficulties of Jack.

From the material exemined, it would appear that the deprivations

4% encountered by the peor are seen by many soecial scientists to have
} & marked and profound effect on the scheol perfarmaﬁae of the poer,
We have decumenied evidence te suppord this on 2 level of value
conflictss mental preparedness of the child for the social and
learning axperience in scheol, This wéuld appear te offer evidence
that @ childis abilities to perform well at scheol are pessibly

enhanced by his involvement eor exposure te culburally stimulating

activities subside his honme,




CHAPTER 111 |
METHOD - éﬁ

|

%

This is a descriptive study., He statistigal relationships
were sought between any of the variables. There were ne centrels

exercised on the variables. The study represented an attempt-ﬁs

. . 1
find»an agsociation beiween seciewgulitural and educsational facbers @

in the home and in the community as related te satisfactory and un-

|
satisfactory scheol performance, Extensive reading was undertaken
for the study from the area of secial sgience-wriﬁers who discussed
\material of relevance to our study. Other knowledge was ebtained
by héaring speakers from schools in the envirommentally deprived
ar:as in question; from discussions with secial agency persennel

in these areas and from the Metrepolitan ?ianning Commission ef

Greater Winnipeg, = ' x

The‘study was administered to a selected group of peeple. : %
Mambefs of the research group conducted face~te=face interviews
to obtain the data sought in prepared schedules.,

The sources of data were thg~Winnipeg Seheol Beard; and respect=
ive classroom teachers who selected students whe were performing . \s

at a satisfactery or unsatisfactory level in an anvirmﬂdentally

|
deprived area of the city of Winnipeg. The Metrepolitan Corpsration
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of Creater Winnipeg provided the source of data which identified |
the environmentally deprived areas studied. A further source of |
data were the parents of the selseted group of children who were
the respondents of the interviews unaertaken by all members of
our research group in Jamary, 1966, Parents were interviewed
tegether'if pessible, and if only ome parent was available the

interview was etill undertaken,

A total of eightweight families were selected for the
original sample. These were the names given to our research group i
from the Winnipeg School Beard., In the pre*%est sampling which was

done in November of 1965, fourteen names were taken from the sample |

gréup‘given’by the Winnipeg School Board in Grades IV-Vl and foure ‘

teen names were taken frem‘ﬁendersem's Directory on the basis of

‘the nékt highest number on the street to the ones selected from the F
Winhipég School Board list. Of the total of twemty-eight peteatiél‘
participants, fourteen agreed to participate in the pre-test

sampling. During the interval of the initial contact and actual ' %k
interviewing three withdrew, making a total of eleven families |
participating in the pre~test sample. The interviewers who eonduet-

ed the eleven interviews met and discussed possible revisions for

the schedules prior to undertaking the formal study. Some questions

seemed superflucus to the purposes of the study. -

wers changed because they were confusing to the respondenis and i
{
H
i
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- A question regarding religlous instruction was medified to make
it applicable te all religious groups rather than one Protestant.
In discussing some of the culturally stimulating activities,
exanples were added to give the schedule wider scope. All intere
viewers were briefed before contacting a family to review the
focus of sections not familiar to them and teo interpret areas of
the schedule. Obher questions were made more concise and more in
line with pregent orieantatien to lessen the risk of inaccuracies
die to faulty memory of the respendents. Students appreached the
potential respondents, requesting the parents permission to
participate in the study. A letter of introduction from the
University was available to the reapondents,bclarifying the role
of the student, - ﬁith the permission of the sslected parents, the
interviewing was completed., Tach member of the four research
groups was aé&igned avfamily to approach, and if peossible to
interview, Letters of thanks were sent te families which parte
icipateds

It was felt that as the residences of the sample group éf
our study all were located in environmentally deprived areas,.
and that as sémg members of the group were performing satisfacte
ory and some unsatisfactory, that possible associations between
the sociowcultural and educational factors outlined in our hypethesis

" could be considered valid frem such a selected sample., We did

not use a rendom sampling; and thus in terms of ressarch findings,




our selective method could be descrived as semewhat limiting,.

We had to rely on the accuracy of the parental responses in the
interviewing., The nunber of questions had to be kept to a minimum
due to the time expended in interviewing considering both the
interviewer and the respondent. The interviewers were not aware
of the school performance of the child at the time of the interw
view, be avolid bias,

The schedule was composed of a face sheet which queried in
the area of identifying data such as names, ages; number in family,
marital status, ethnic origin, residence and length of reéid@ﬁca
in Winnipeg, occupation and income. The remainder of the schedule
contained four sections representing the four groups in our re=

search project,

Bach group attempbed to obtain pertinent information relevant
to their focus in the study, and the questions in the schedule
ware formmlated acéerdimgly. The composite schedule was organized
e preeeed from questions on the child's experiences teo the parents
experiences in order for the intérview to be as nenwthreatening §
as possible, The questions composed by our group were framed te g
give evidanee.of attendance or nonwatiendance in religious activities,
library facilities and secular activities. Questions regarding

the religious activities queried as te attendance at church and

|
religicus instruction with pessible angwers of eften, sometimes, s %
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rarely or never to assess frequency of attendance., This similar
response tc attendance was allowed in the use of beoks from the
public library; attendance in ¢lub activities and secular activities
inside and outside the immediste commnity. (uestions pertaining

to who goes with the child to religious activities, and why he
doesn't atiend same were directed to concluding pessible motivational
associations. The location of many of the activities was asked

to ascertain whether the activities were inside the ilmmedlate

commnity or ontside the immedliate commmnity, GQuestions of income,

ownership and use of car, one or two parent families, and encourage~ -

nent were considered necessary when considering oppertunity to
attend activities and were thought to be useful for pessible crosse
elagsification comparisons with some of the tabulations, |
The major classifications necessary for this study were the
satisfactory and unsatisfactory classifications of the student

performance as stated by the classroom teachers. We had to set

up elassifications for attenders and non-attenders that would prove ﬁ

meaningful for consideration ef the tabulations from the sube
categories of (a) religious activit1635'(b) library facilities
and (e¢) seeular activities. |

In the questions regardiﬁg religious activities and library .
facilitiesn éttenders were considered those who particip&ted,e%the%e

often or sometimes while nonmatienders were considered those wheo—:

participated rarely or never. In considering the questions




pertaining to secular activities; (a) question 8- anyone whe has

attended often or scmetimes in at least one activity was considered
an attender; (b) question 9~ anyaaé who had attended any of the
listed activities before and/er since he started school was classed
as an attender; (e) question 10~ anyone who has attended often or
sometimes was classed as an attender; (d) question ll- anyone whe

had attended any activity out of the five listed over the past three

years was considered an attender, ‘

"Classifications to consider attenders and nonwattenders for
the sub-hypothesis were derived.

Iﬁ sub=hypethesis Ne. 1 (religious activities), the child
was considered an attender if he had been classed thus in either
or both questions ne's 3 and ne. 4, part D of the schedule, |

In subshypethesis Ne 11 (library facilities), the child was ¥;
considered an attender if he had been classed as an att@hder in |
both questions ne's 1 and 2. In question ne. 2 of this sub=-

‘hypothesis an attender was anyone who had given a "yes" response
in either of the four calegeries. i

In sub=hypothesis No. 111 (secular activities), the child
was considered an attender if he had been classed as an attender
in twe of the four guestions (questions 8,9,10, 11) relating te
this sub~hypethesis.

| Open end questions were used in our schedule to provide epparb»

unity for full answers and provide alternatives that weren't




- 26w

specifically sought in other questions,

The tabulatlons were done by totalling the various respcnses
to each qnestlan using the eriteria for attenders and non-attenders
as afore-mentioned,

The responses of successful students and unsuccessful students
were tabuylated sepafately. An attempt to establish a prepertian
cemparisanvbetwean the variables of attenders, non-atienders,
satisfactory and unsatisfactory was done by welghting the totals
and ebtaining permcentiie figures., This will be fully explained

in Chapter 1V of the study as the findings are presented;




CHAPTER 1V
ANALYSIS OF RESULTS

Raw material collected from the schedules has been examined
and the findings computed to show their relationship to the
hypothesis'and sub~hypothesis of the study.

In appreaching the tabulation from the questions on the
schedule, it was found that several could nét be used for purpeses
of analysis. In the questions which queried as teo what a child
dees in the public library, and if the child brings home books
from the library or anyether source, it was feund‘thai only six
out of the sample of forty~seven children were able to make
responses in this area and thus we eliminated these twe questions,
Further invalidating these questions was the fact that children
from twe of the schoel districts in eur sample were serviced by
a mobile library and net a public library as stated on the schedule. %ﬁ;
The question asking if the child attended movies and where he
attended them was eliminated fgom the tabulating because it was
inapprepriately phrased and impossible teo relate the responses
te the apprekimate categories of our analysis. The question ask=-

ing if a c¢hild took music lessons and on what instrument and where

was eliminated as only four out of the fortywsevea children took
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music lessens, This left the question, "does your child bring
heme books from the public library?¥, as the source of data for
the subehypothesis on library activities. The questions asking,
"does your child ge to church often?”, and Ydoes your child attend
religious instruction classes?” were used for the sub<hypothesis
on religious activities. The question which listed such activities
as neighbourhood service centres, Winnipeg Central Boys Club,play-
grounds, and others was used fer the sub~-hypothesis on secular
activities inside the immediate commnity. Thé questions listing
activities such as zoe, arena, museum, stadium; children's theatre,
ballet, swimsing pools, symphony, Kildonan Park, misical estival,
trips te the lake or farm, vacationm trips, camps (day er resident)
and "others" were used for the subehypothesis on secular activities
outside the immediate commupity. The questions regarding whe
accompanies a child to church er religious instruction; reasons
for a child never attending religious instructionsy what a child
might do outside his home after school, after supper, Saturday

and Sunday; and ownership and use of the family car were recorded
for general interest, It was felt that the question regarding

the car was an impertant ome and could possibly be tabulated te
show some relationships with our other findingse.

The criteria'fer establishing "attenders” and "aon-attenders"

and “successful® and “unsnecessfui" has been stated in Chapter 1ll.




In the question applicable te the sub-hypethesis on library
activities seventeen of the successful children were classed as
attenders, and three of the successful children were classed as g
non-attenders. Fourteen of the unsuccessful children were classed i
as attenders and thirteen of the unsucéessful children were class«
ed as nonwattenders. On a percentage basis this gives us a findr

'ing of 85% of the successful childreﬁ as attenders and 51.8% of

the unsuccessful children as attenders.

In the questions applicable to the subehypothesis on religious ' !
activities we had the following results:

Question Neo. 1V: Nine of the successful children were consid-
ered attenders and eleven of the successful children were consid-
ered non-attenders. REighteen of the unsuccessful children were
attenders and nine of the unsuccessful children were non attenders.
In percentage figures, this equals 45% attenders in the sucecessful

category to 66.,6% attenders in the unsuccessful categery.

Question Ne. V§ Tenm of the successful children were considered
attenders and ten of ths successful children were considered non= . fH
attenders. Seventeen of the unsuccessful children were considered

attenders and ten of the unsuccessful children were considered nonw-

attenders, In percentage figures, this equals 50% attenders in
the successful category to 62.,9% attenders in the unsuccessful

category,
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In the question applicable to the sube-hypothesis on secular activities
inside the immediate community we had the follewing resultss

Eleven of the successful children were considered attenders
and niﬁe of the successful children were considered hom-attenders.
Twenty~three of the unsuccessful children were considered attenders

and four of the unsuecessful children weré considered non~attenders.

In percentage figures the comparisons represented 55% attenders in
the successful category to 85.1% attenders in the umsuccessful
categery. , |

In the questions applicable to the sub-hypothesis on seeular
activities outside the immediate community we had the felléwimg
résulta; |

Questien 1X: Nineteemn of the successful children were conside~
ered attenders and ene successful child was considered a non~attender,
Twenty=-two of the unsuccessful children were considered attenders

to five whe wers considered nonwatienders. Bquated te percentage,

the results'ware 95% attenders in the successful ca%egbry‘te 8l.4%
attenders in the non~successful category. |
Questien Ne, Xl Seventeen of the successful childrem wers
considered atienders and three of the successful children were
eansidered nen~attendsrs, Twenty~three of the umsuccessful childrea
were considered attenders and four were considered non-attenders,

In percentage figures, the comparisens represented 85% attenders.in

i
the successful category te 85.1% successful in the umsuccessful category. é@
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Cress~classifying onewparent and tﬁa-pareat families with
the sub-hypothesis on religious activities, it was found that 25%
of the successful children of one parent families were attenders
écmpared with 80% of the unsuccessful children of one parent
‘families who were attenders. 62,5% of the successful children
of twowparent families were atbtenders compared with 82,3% of the
unsuccessful children of twe parent families who were atienders,
In consldering the residsnce factor it was found that 60%
of the children in our successful category were members of families
who had moved within the last seven years. Cémparativaly 74%-af
the children in our unsuccessful cabegory had moved within the
last seven years.
It was alse found that 4OF of the childrem in our successful
category were members of families who owned a car in goed operating

condition, whereas 1l4.8% of the children in our unsuccessful category

were members of families who owned a car in goed operating conditien. -

Cross-classifying the average per capita inceme of the families,
with the sub-hypothesis on seeular activities outside of the immediate
community, we found the following:

1. $5314 g@vbe.thgwaver&gééﬁer capita income of the successful
children who were classed as non-attenders.

2. $852, to be the average per capita inceme of the successful
children who were classed as atienderg. -

3¢ $515, to be the average per capita income of the unsuccessful
children whe were classed as attendsrs.
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he $560. te be the average per capita income of the unsuccessful
e¢hildren who were c¢lassed as nonwattenders.

The over-all per capita average ineemés‘were $763 for the
children in the successful categery and $546 for the children in
the umsuccessful category.

The over-all percentage of those who could be classified as
attenders in all categories represented approximately 35% of the
successful children and 30% of the unsuccessful children.

Conclusions, assessments as te reliability and validity and

interpretations of these findings will be presented im Chapter V.




CHAPTER ¥
CONCLUSIONS

This research pr@jecﬁ attempted to study the culturally
stimilating activities of a selected group of envirenmentally
deprived school children te assess whether there was a relationship
evident between participation in these activities and successful A
or unsuccessful éoh@@l performance, The folleowing majer hypothesis
was bested: "The successful er unsuccessful performance of a
selected group of elementary school children living in an eavirea~
mentally deprived area of Winnipeg is related te their attendance
at culturally stimulating activities outside the home." Our
selected sample feor study was obtained through the agsistance of
the Winnipeg School Board and the teachers ef the forty-seven
children in our sample. The findings indicated inconclusive
suppert for the major hypethesis. One of the sub=hypothesis was
substantiated conclusively. One of the subehypothesis showed
incenclusive substantiation., Twe of the sub=hypethssis were net
sub~stantizted, ome of these showing a strong reverse relationship.

Speeific findings with respect to each of the subwhypothesis tested

follew.
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Sub=Hypethesis Number One:

"\ greater propertion ef the successful children than the
unsuccessful children atiend religious activities.,” This sub- o
hypethesis was not substantiated by the findings « In fact, a
gtreng reverse relati@ﬁship of the variables abeve was evident

in cur calculations. This would lead us Ue cenclude that attend- . i

ance at religlous activities is not an imporiant facter in the
séhael perfefmance of the ehildren.iﬁ wur.seleeted‘sample. YWe
would speculate here that perhaps the social facters that cone ’ x
tribute teo schoel performance of a childvhad made & lasting impact |
on the child before he was old enough Yo participate in religiocus
activities aﬁé that the religious activities were cerrespendingly
an insignificant factor in the child's learning abilities. We
alse might speculate as te whether or not our selected sample may
have contained a high percentage of immigrant families whose
children, because of social adjusiment te a new country ﬁwald

naturally be eng@untering difficuliies at school and who are

traditionally devout church attenders, In view of the high perw
centage of unsuccessful scheel children from éur sample in attend-
ance st religious activities we would wender if the quality ef

the religious activities could not be examined and that explar&tions |
could ﬁe made to focus en the oppertunities available to the churches

to exerclise more enriching and stimulating influences en thege children.

|

|

|
|
i
é@
i
it




Subsilypothesis Number Two:

"4 greater proportion of the successful children thsn the
unsuccessful use library facilities.”b This subw~hypethesis was
substantizted conclusively, We may conclude that the use of
library facilitles was a positive influence on school performance
of the children in our selected sample and that the ability te
learn well is reflected in the ability te read, The desirability
of having llbrary facilities accessible to all students would seem
to be supperted, The association belween reading skills and
learning stimuli as stated by sociel scientists in Chapter 11
would seem to be substantizteds
Sub-Hypothesis Mumber Threes:

"A greater numbsr of the suceessful children than the unsuccessw
ful attend seeular activities inside of the immediate community.®
This sub<hypothesis was not substantiated. It was felt that our
responses to qusstions im this area were particularly fecussed around
playground acvivities, and that this particular activity was not tes
meaningful in the quality aspeet of culturally stimulating activities,
We alse fell that in ﬁaay cases the children may have participated
in sctivities within their ilmediate community because of negative
social factors in the home and net beczuse they received particular
stimlation from parbieipating im the activity, It would appear

that the secular activities within the immediate cemmunity that we
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selected for study were net noteworthy ones in terms of supporting
successful scheol performance.
Sub-Hypothesis Number Fourt

A greater proportion of the suecessful children than the
unsuccessful atbend secular activities outside of the immediate
community.” This sub-hypothesis was substantiated but it was felt

that the margin of substantiation was not sufficient enough %o

warrant our labelling the substaatiation as conclusive. It would
appear that the secular activities we selected for the schedule
cutside of the immediate community were more widely attended by

successful students im our sample than the unsuccessful.

|

|
One hundred percent of those children coming from families who had g%
operatable cars attended seoular activities outside of the dmmediate %
community, and it would thus appear that transpertation is an i
im@ertant factor in considering this area. ?

All of our findings regarding income, whether it be on a per

eapita basis or group balsls revealed that the successful children
in our sam?le had greater financial resources than the unsuccessful,
This would'supp@rt the ideabthat.adeQuateAinceme is a positive
stabilizing factor in the life styles of peeple.

It was felt that eur study suffered from several over-all

limitations., Our sample was toe small and not necessarily typiecal

of the mainstream of childreh this age and thus our conclusions could
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not be given generally except as pertaining to our particular

A'sample group; The schedule of questions which our study group
prepared was originally designed for all elementary children and
we did not allow for sufficient differentiation and the particular
areas of impertant activities £er children in the ages of the Grade
1 to 111 range. It was felt that the culturally stimulating

activities chosen for the schedule may not have been the wost

impertant culturally stimulating activities for the children in

our selectea sampla; We did not attempt to assess the qualitative
aspeets of thé activities we chese and thus we did not alleow for
the possible negative effects on stimﬁlatioﬁ due to peer quality
in the leadership and content of the activity. A wide range of
other impinging factera could have been operating im considering
the atten&ance or non-attendance at activities of children in our

selected sample.

The very ebvious relationship between the successful students ' ;
and the use of library facilities; between successful students and i
adequate income should give suﬁp@rt to furthering both these elements L
in the lives of the environmentally deprived. H

It is hoped that this study will be of some assistance to Lhose

working with and interested in envirommentally deprived scheol

children.
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Part I | Interview Schedule

Research iroject 1965-66

Family Name Schedule No,

: Interviswer

Address Performance 38 4
Scheol 4 B C D

Family Members Name Age Living In Home

Father , — Yes Ne

Mother

Children ~°~

Marital Status (if one parent family) ﬂivcrceqmw_ﬁeparate@___%idwwednun
Others in Households

Relationship

Ethnic Origin = « « Father : MOTHER
Language spoken by male ancestor on arrival in Canada)

Length of Residence at presemt address

Length of Resi@enee in Winnipeg

(If apprepriate) Where else have you lived in Winnipeg during past 5 years?

Father's Occupation

Mother's Occupation

Gross Family Income
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Part D

RTINSO

1.

2.

Does your child bring home books from the public library?

Often_______Sometimes _ Rarely, Never,

Does your child use the public iibr&ry fore

. a) doing homework Yes Ne
b) reading Yes ___ Ne
‘e¢) story telling hour Yes____ Ne
d) the movie program Yes Neo

3.

be.

5e

be

»ag berrowing

Does your child bring home reading miterial (including comic books)
from anywhere other than the public library? If yes, from where?

b) school library (other than texts)
e) other {explain)

Dees your child go to church oftenTi
sometimes

‘rarely

‘pever

Dees your ghild attend eligi@ué instruction classes?

(esg. Catechism classes, Sunmday School, ete.)
often

sometimes

rarely

never

If the answers te (4) and (5) are other than mever, who takes
the child te the Church or to his religious instructions?

80 himself

b) parent

e) sibling

d)ether

eften~ two or more tines wonthly
somelimes « once a month
rarely - less than once a month
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Part D cont'd

7. If the answers te (4) and (5) are Never, why doasn't the child go?
a) distance is too great

b) lack of maney for fare
¢) other

8, Does your child attend, or has he/sh@ ever attended, any elub im
this area?

Abtends . Hag Attended
Boys: Speeify Of Se Ra He*
Neighbourhood Service
lcentreS' '

Winnipeg Central Boys
Club

Playgrounds (local)

Other

Girlss

- Neighbourhood Service
Centres

Playgrounds (lecal)

Qther

9. Which of the follewing has your child attended?

before he gince he
gtarted school started school
zoo(Assinabeine Park) ‘ | » B
arena ( eireus, Hockey)
miseum o e
stadium (featball) _
children's theatre SRR : ‘
- ballet
- swimuing pools : _——
symphony , v
‘Kildonan Park - iy
Musical Festmval o
Other ~

# Of- Often, Se- Sometimes, Ra= Rarely, Ne~Never




el

Par‘b D, - coﬂ‘b‘d

~ 10. Dees your child attend wovies? : oo
Often _gometimes rarely mever

If answer is other than never, to what movie theatre(s) does he/she
usually ge? '

11. What has your child done during vacationss

..2..2_2_&;....2

. Trips to the lake or farm

" Vacation trips (other than to
lake or farm)

Day Camp
Resident Camp' 

Other (Specify)

12. Does your child take misic lessons? Yes Ne

If yesy - A) what instrument?
B) where are lessons taken

13. What other activities does your child deo outside ef the home?

‘a) after scheol

bjafter supper

¢) Saturday and Sunday,

14, Do you own a family car im goed eperating condition? Yes _No
If yes, do you use the car to take the children te o o
any of the above activities? Yes__ Ne_

e A




~L2=

BIBLIOGRAFHY

BOOKS

Harrington, Michael, The Other America, Baltimers, Paxaqum Books, 1963,

‘Jogselyn, Irene M, Psxekwsecial Development of Ghildren, New York
Family »:emce ‘Associatien of America, 1948

Lippman, - Hyman S¢j Treatment of the Child in Emotional Conflict,
New York; MeGraw-Hill, 1956.

' Olsen, Bdward G.; School and the Community, New York: Prentice- |
' Hﬁll Iﬁﬁo 1945.

Reissmam, ank,

Reissmun, Cohen; and Pearl; Mental Health ef the Peoer, New York:
The Free Press ef Glem@e, 1964,

Stein, H. Be and Cleward R., Seci

Pers egtives on Behavi@ur
New Yorkt The Free Pre

..............




ARTICLES AND FERIODICALS

Broeks, Bdna E., "Soeie=Ecenomie Facters, Parental Attitudes and
Sehool Attendance", Social Work, Octeber, 1962,

Cell, Blanche, “Deprivatlon in Childheodk Its Relation te the
Cyele of Poverty," Welfare in Review, March, 1965,

Cohen, Jerome, "Soeial Werk and the Culture of Poverty," Seceial
Herk Jm&ry, 19615.

Deutsch, Martin P., "The 3isadvantaged Child and the Learning Process,”
Mental Health ef the Poer, Relssman, Cohem et Pearl,
New York: The Free Press, 196k,
Glueck, Sheldon and Eleanor T.; "Why Young People Ge Bad," Use S,
: L@ws and World Report, Aprily 1965 -

»Herzeg, Elizabeth, "Some Assumptions About the Peer," Soeial
Service Review, Vol. 37, Noe 4, 1962~63.

'Landsberg, Hichele; "How Our Middle Class Schools Create Dr@pouts,“
Chatelaine, October, 1965,

Maekie, V. "Poverty Defined,! winniﬁeg Free Presss December 7, 1965,
Miller, 5, Moy "Poverty and xneqaallty in Americat Implications fer

the Social Services," Mental Health of the Poor, Reissmen, Cohen,
et Pearl, Lendont Free Press of Glencos, 1964.

Philips; Alan, "Our Invisible Poor," MacLeams, February, 1965.

_S@hmeiderman, Laenard, 1Some Theereﬁlcal and Methedological Pr@blews
in Serving the Multi~Problem Family," New York:
National Federation of Settlement and Neighbourhoed
Centres, 1964,

Silberman, Charles B., "Give Slum Children a Chance: A Radical
Preposal," Harpers, May, 1964




DOCUMENTS AND OTHERS

Blaeckboard Jungle, movie, Metre-Goldwyn=-Mayer, H@llywead, Califernia,
‘USA, released, l95h~55,

The Child Welfare Ack, Province of Manitoba, The Queen's Printer, 1954.

The Economics Oppertunity het, Section 11, HYashingtont, The United
States of America, August, 1964.

Metr@@].it&n Corperation of Greater Winnipeg Planning ¢ Division ,
Census Tractss 10, lls 19, 20, and 23, October, 1965.

Octaoew News Release (Ganadian Press),
Statistiﬁs, QOttawas; Canada, |

Kubisky, W. Expleratery Studieswcantral Area, Ne:&.ghhourmm Service
§ Centres of Greater Winnipeg, Unpublishedy, 1964.




