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ÈF5TNÊCT

The c1L=Sn and ltnclesn 1egÍslatian in tl-re ü]d Te='tament

hå= been varl.our=ly interpreted in the pa=t" T'r¡,¡o r¡åicr detÍ-
ci enc j. es r'lhi ch rnarlt rnc,st c't the tradi ti onal i nterpreta.Ll trrn=

sre: (1) Theír approach to the clesn snd lrncleen requrl;itrcnE
proceeds largely in piecerneal f ashion, r.¡ith tittle trcntrEFn

iúr treati nq the r¡hol e rå.nge ctt I swg end i nqr_ri ri nq i ntc, the
passible e;ristence of ån inherent troff¡ffitrn dencrnrn*:.tsr-, i"j
They dc' I i ttl e tcr gai n ån utnderstandi ng at thc- csrnbi ne6

general f utncti an oi the cI ean and uncl e*n reglrl ati cns ,¡ri tl-¡i n

the I arger rel i gi ours tradi ti an.

Ïhe u.Jor!l of l"1ary Dautgl*s, Jacob f.leutsner and Ënrann=i

Feldrnan trenscends that ctt pa=t scl-rolership. Each =utççes.t= ër

dcrnrinent thenre ulhich slrezhe ccnsiders signif ic-er-¡t ts tl-¡e bitt-
lical u'¡rÍter and thrautçh r+hich she.¡he EEÊl:: = to sccolrnt igr
a] 1 the reqltl eti on=. For Þlari, Dcrurgt a= the cl ean and urncf e:.rr

l au'¡s f lrncti on ås ån El{pre=si sn aÍ 6od 'E ho1 i ness, nl-rr ch =he
relate= closelv to l'lholÉnÈe-s, ccnrpletene=s encl perfecticn.
Fsr Jacob l'leut=ner the requrl ¡ti crns =El-1,/e tl-¡e pri e=te ' trsnc=rn

{ør the ternple s,nd cr-r1tic ecceptabilit;,. Fs¡- En¡anlrel FelrJn¡stn

the cancept c){ death, that p¡hich rEpresent= the crppcsi L= tc
Godr figurre= 1.*rçely in'the cresn end urncleen lsr,¡=.

Eertai n i nadequtaci e= of these åFprr:åcl-¡È= he.,,e ernerg=d

i n the ctLtI-sÊ a{ ELtr i nve=ti geti an. Even tholrçir eech r-¡rei,: =E å,

siqni{icant contribr-ttian thu=! do nst pr-or,,ide å scl-¡eme broed

encutgh tc scccunt *dequatel y {c,r e1 I the requri ati c¡ns.

F'¡rther, Ín theil- trBnclurEisns the=e =choiers trccås1rfnåII.,,

{¡j1 tg åFpr-eci;rt= iurl 1.¡ il-¡e F,rie=.t1;, sourrce,e .i:her,ir,n.ii"-=.1



r ntenti c'ns f ar the I ai.¡= r^lhi ch , i n turrn , di =tr¡rt the perEpetr.-

ti.¡e ûn "tr1ean and urnc1eãrr,, thinlling
. Tlre trDncluision srrii,ed ¡t Ín thi= =turd.;- places the

clean and utnclean requrletions furlly ints the csnteirt at the
Friestl;- sorrrce's EÈÞ.ôE-theolag.¡ snd rectrgnires the ef f ort tt:
exprEEs di vi ne order -ts the central troncÉrn of the cl ean ;tFr d

utncl ean regutl ati ons. Gad '= potenti aI FrEsence i l-¡ the mi dst cJ{

I=rae1 , u.lhi ch csnsti turtes bcrth Þ1e==i nq and threat u i = t¡
entrouråge the Israelite to live ss if in the Fresence oÍ God"

Ag Eod i = hc'1y so the r=raeli te i E ta be høt.y. Gsd 's hal i -
nÊss i s rno=t f r-tl1y trhar"rcteri =ed hy Hi s di vi ne arderi i-rg of

the r.¡or1d " To the er:tent that the cl ean and urncl ean reçur1a-

tions expre=-E symbolically God's order they trEnvey st the
sarne tinre His holiness. All that is reqarded urnclean fu.l the
Fri estl y Ssutrc= i s i n each case consi dered utnsui tabl e {cr the
symbol i c recreati cn of ho] i ne=s, the naturre and e=Eencg tr){

God "

VI
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The idea of clean and utnclean (c1.¡utncli is tonnd in Etrtrre

torrn Er another r. n al l 5C'C1sti es. Ethnographr c hJEf-l:: tc,cr_r=i nç

çtrt the=e urbiqr-ritours trûncepts has incre*,sinqI.,r, attenipted t-a

utnCer=tend them u'¡i thin therr larqer sc,trl. ai. ¡clrltutr¡l ccntr¡=i{t"

Oid Testarirent schola,r=hrp, eil.Ernininq c1lurncl in the brblical
te¡lt, has freqltently tutrned tcr soclal¡'cutltutr-:. 1 s,nth¡-apo1lq./

i n i ts qute=t to utnderstand these concept= end thei r rol e r n

the rel i gr cn c,f Israe1 .

The 01d Tegtan¡ent Etutdent exsrni ni nq tl-re cancept= ci
c1.u'utncl cen not, hcrr+e.¡er, Ltse the åpproErch sf an ethncqrapher

r'¡hc' observ== the pr*cti ces ai a parti clrl sr =scr etv .¡ r r=t
hand. rìlthourqh sscier-science thecr.; cå,n prov:i de ã.ssr e.L:lr-rce,

ãn.v s'Eutdy c,f c1¡'utncl Í n the Fi bI e rnutst begi r-r '¡li th Lhe t=i:t
it=er{" Ha.,,ing e:r*rrnined the teirt,, r,n!'y then nråy c:ne c:iut.Lj.,:ur=-

1y LrEe 'tha=e thec'ri es Erdi,enced by the gaci;, 1 =ci ences,, r^rhi. ch

mi çht be=t =l uci dete the teilt. The ctrncl nsi sns oi thr = stud.,,

r¡rill Þe based -ln tl-¡ i= principle

å. IHE qEqEAIIVE

Tl-re c1.¿'uncl r-eqr-tl ati ans f curnd r Fr the U1 d i-e='tmen.L ;.re *i

diver=e grúLtp c'f lat'r= which srÊ not e*çi1y ut¡-rderstosij. I,ietny

of the rutle= utndauri:'tedl;, h¡ve =epara.te crigrn= Êtnd þJÈrE

¿ibsarbed b'¡, lsrael *t di+ieren,t =,c*ges s.r her eirr=tÉ-rtr=,

There i{el-e prababr'¡ al ss å .,,eri ety ai reåEcns r.rh.¡ they þJÊ-s=

t-tltimate1 .¡ =ts=irrr:1sted intc: il-re relrqicn of Israe*1 . T'he pår-



trcul;,r Lr=Ê .and re=haping ot the=e regurletianE

ent bi bl i cat r.iri ters al =c¡ create= cer.tai n di

L.uy

ç+

the dr tier--

icr-rltres 1n

the =tutdy a{ theEe cancept=. iìithor-tqh the ccirnpleil hi=tar.¡ be-
hind these enrgmatic ctrnË=pt= trå,n trúrnplicate nre'Lter=, i.t t-¡FËd

nst create di f + i cutl ti e= thst cån not be regsl ved. Ê =tutdt, ct{

cl,rurnc1 restric'Eed to *r rlistinctÍ.¡e trrditian in the filil
Testanrent trån provide in=ight= rÉgarding the concept= end

their furnction r.¡ithin thet partrcul¡r 'tr-edi'tion"

The ob jecti ve sf thi s =turdy i s to i nve=ti qst= ti-re i:.ri e=t-
1y Stratutm sf the Tetrateuch end 'Eo e:{Ë-rminE it= p*rr'[icur]ar-

theological Li=e ctt clr'utnc1. Althor-tgh tl-r e=e tr.lc, concept= L.Jere

not å c¡'eatian of the F'rir.=stly hlriters(F)t1l the;, wer-e incûr-
porated i nta F ' = l arger iheol ogi ca1 per=pecti,,,e.

No other biblical writer Lrses the cancept= Ê+ cI¡'urncI es

f requrentl'¡ å,5 doe= F'. In nE other =tratltrn år-E the reqlrletions
aurtlined in greater detail. I t måy nat be pa==r b i e t-6 çå1n

rnutch inforrnaÈion stboutt the pre-F urnderstandinq of c]-,,utnc1 ,

bt-tt å str-rdy restricted 'Lo this particut.lar =tra'tlrm shaurLd be

sbl e te LrncÉvÉr- i ts di Eti ncti ve Lrse si the cclncep.t=.

F's c1¡'utncl laws åre fr-eqlrentl.¡ reg*rded *as ¡ntrqut*teC

-rnd n-reåning1Ess. Ssrne årÊ replrlsive ta the n¡c,der-¡r nrrnd.

The;' Flåy ;, significent roLu= in tlre OId l-e,s'tsmen.L" i-.iûL.le.,,ei-,

*nd e'n adequta'te utnder=tanding a{ their theatagrcai LrEç= c*,rì

assi=t the reader in çaininç å better urnder=terrdinq of tF¡=ir-

f,¡ncticrn in tl-¡e bibiicsl te:rt.

l- rTrå'." refer ts eiIher tl-¡e r-¡ri.ter-i=) a¡- tl-rE rJ(]cun¡ent1.



B" EÊET E_EEEÊEçIJ

Thi = i rrquti ry i = i ndebted to the tren¡endaur= en'rsurnt at

=chol*r1y endes.vor l.lhrch preceeds it. A= no'Lerl äb8.,,e, the

=tr-tdy of c1,¡r-tncl in the Ëible ha= ¡-¡crt been restrictecl ts å

dialogLt= bett'leen biblical s.nd encient lrjeer E*.=i:ern =chaier=
Ert-tt hs= inclutded active di=curE=ion and debate on ån ii-¡terdi=-

ciplinary 1e.vel . The þrcrFh: a{ anthrapalc,qi=tsu sr:ciclogists

*nd p=ychol agi =ts has irequrentl.y, been utsed tc, eilpì *r n the
presentrÊ and f utncti c'n of cl ./urncI thi n[,:i rr€ i n the ü1d 'TE=te-

¡nent - The contr i brtt i sns at Rsbert =on þi. snri th i rEg Eslrqrtr¡
ei LhC 9eq¡_!C=, l EA? ) , Erni 1 e Dutr !,:hei nr t IL= El_gqerl!¡f.T qgf.m=

qf L[e ECLlei og= ti_ier 1?1") , J*ernes Fra=er (-fhe Gslden

EgUeh, 1?41) and Siçrnurnd Freutd (Totem Êld IsÞee, t?.t:ji , t¡
nåme jut=t å {ew, have had ntr' srnall influrence in the.sturdv ¡i
c1,¡urnc1 in thi= century

Þiany a{ the alder thecrrie= år-É nc' longer 1n i,/(f€Lre tod*;,,,
r¡¡l-rile Strft€ live sn. The r.J{trrf;: o'f Dutrl.,: heinr: .far- u=iiårûpIu=,

althourgl-r modi{ied snd reviEed b;, hiE sLrctrÈsErrrEr contirilres tc
e¡rercise s great deal af inflLrence. Thi.s r=.trure E=pecielt.r

throurgh the worl:: r{ l"lary T. Dcurqla=. DcnqIå5. 1L =ccial
enthropalaçi=t, haE rne.de a =igni'ticsnt irnpact cii-r t-l-rÊ =.turd;,, if
cL"lrncl. in the old restenrent. Hei- i¡-¡clutEive appro.rch ;¡nrl

i.lhalistic perspective pr-i:rnp-t l-iet- tc Iocl.:: tsr å ûrir, crpie
t.rl-ri cl-r wi 11 eccc,urnt rneåni nqf ut11;, íctr the di +f Êt-et-rt LrEeE' ¡f the
cl;'lrncl csncep'b=, whi 1e et the =åffiÊ ti. rire t.eçårdi r-rq ï:h¡3m ¡i5'

trrne p;rt ai å rnurch larqer =ystem c.t- .i:i-rar_iÇht.

J¡cub I'leur=nero a hi::tsri:,n, and Err¡*nutel Felcni,en, a Lher-;-

l agi;n, hå,.,'e el sif, pr-ri:I i =f-rsd i nrpor-'t:.n'L L.jtrrl.:: = c),t-t tl-¡e cl,¡uncI



i¡"'¡s i',¡herern the.¡ å,c[::nc'r.Jledqe th= cantributtisns a* Dautqle=.

Althautqh both å,rri"'e ¡t Ci{+er-ent cc¡ntrli-r=isn=,, her in.f.l.LrEnce

on th=ge schslsr= iE r-eadi1;,, *pprr-ent. ccln=idersd tcgether,
these three =chc'lars reprc-=ent å ner.j trend Ín the =tr_rd,¡ 

,di

c1¡'utncl' in tl-re O1d TeEternentl trne wl-¡ich 5Êel,: = tc, p1ace. the

di ver=e 1eu¡= r-rÍ thi n å, 1erçer anthrcpol agi ca1 -theal aqi. caI

thcutght strLtcture. Thei r .¿i Ér.rE r.ii 1 1 be e:l a¡rri necj bel au.r

The "thourght =trLtcturr=" sF "1*rger systenr cf thcurgi-r i:"

this =turdy seel:= ts inr,,Ê=tiqete is that of F,. JutIir_rs þletl-
halt=enr a =Ígnificant propanent cti the =o-c¡11eC dc,clrn¡en.tar;,

hypothe=is, csnvincinç1y ergued th;.t the F=ntå,tL=Lrtrh ctrnsLsted

of *ã collection of ',,ã,FiELr= saLrrtre€, e*,ch pcrs=ee=ir-rrf certein
distil-rctiveg. He bel.ieveC thet F þJå,8 the 1a'Leg;t sclLi,l-ce c-tF¡c

resutlted frc¡n the reforrns sf the past-etr:ilic pt-iu=sthacd.

Since tl-r= tirne of l¡iellha.ur=en ilre dacurmenter;, l-r/pcrtl-i==i=,

aI ong ¡¡i th rnåny o{ ÞJeI I haursen '= ryi er.ls, l-råE been .,,i grar_r:1 .¡

chsllençedr Froff'Fting rnåny changes. His b-r=rc cc¡n.tsntic,n,

hcurever , narnel y that di sti nct soLrr{:EE e:< i st wi thi n the F'ent,r-

teuch, and thet F i s the l ategt o{ these, reinei n= i nt¡ct.
The Fri e=tI y stratirn¡ has ¡-ecei ved i-nurch attentr an n Er-¡d

there i E cc:n=-i derebl e aqreerr¡ent reqarCi ng the ba=i c ccncErnE

*nd the brcsder theol cgi cs] peFEpÈc ti.,,e of F," \.et qnesti clnE

sFecific*Ii'¡ csncerned ¡¡iti-r F,'= tl-¡Êc,Irgic*1 LrsE ct the
c1,i uncl 1au.ls have nat tredi ti onaJ. 1 ,- been =drjres=ed q-t.t 3ny

1=ngth" Thi= =turdy r.ril1 åsh: thege theological qure=tians å= ¡.t
elråmine= F' = brc'edeltheologic*rJ. "thor-rqht strlrrtutre. " Eer-rnan=

sõtrLai-=ciEnce thear.¡, espEciel1,,, that a{ Dar_iqle=, r.¡i1t ¡l=¡
be ccns:Ldered in tl-¡e que=t 'te urndErst¡r¡c c1lurncl in F,.

.4



Q, EEESEUI LIUIIûIIAIIÊ
The cæmp1ex l-r istsry ¡i thr-= c.[,ilrnc1 r-=gurlatiËns hEtE "1i-

reaCy been -r1 l utded to" A rel eted praL,l enr i = that thr=rÉ sti 1i
ex i sts, nû ctrn=snsus rÈçård i nç the general dste of F, '= cEnrFc-

sÍtion and i'ts particuler histarical ccnte::t. The divers=

-rnd af ten år'ci Ënt rrrat,eri aI urhi ch i t he= eb=orbecl creete= n¡ån,v

of the pre=ent dif+icutlti=s, Althor-rçh ûne need not erri.v= *t
å d*rte fs|Ehe initi-rI corrrposition cf tl-re dÍf.feren+* cl¡'urncl.

regltlaticn=, Ít is helpfurl to deterr¡¡ine Ãt i.th;ti: ti¡r¡i= the;,,

were utsed by F in crrder to arrive at their prclper hi,:tarj.c*l
csnteilt i n rel ati an ta F. Thi =- r-ri 11 be attenrpted i n chapt=i-

four.

P'= vEry treatn¡ent of the Eåcri f i ces " Lfie di f f er=nt
ritural pr-ocedltres end the',,*rr-ioLrE cl¡'urncl requ.iet-.ir:n=,

alss create= cErtain limita'ticrns. l"h-rch ãpFeå¡-s ta be tåi:: É:n

f or çranted and ¡t nc poi nt doe= F gi're the i rrrpres=i on the L

it is dealinq with the dif+erent curltic pr*ctice= in å ccjr¡r-

prehensi 
"'e {st=hi on. There nt: dor-rbt c-x i sted å trc-rrendt:urs

¡¡noutnt a{ bacf;eFtrLrrrd l:iFrsr¡jl edqe l"¡hi ch i s nE l cnqer å.,,:.i 1_:b1e

tc, the ¡rrc:dern oL c restenrent stlrdc,nt r yÊt enourql-r Êån be

garned {rcrn !h" te:lt ts tl1sL.¡ Ene tæ årri.,,Ê at =rnrÊ tentative
ctrncltrgitrn=.

D. ]H:E !EEÊ!:]J,¿ÊI]EI]

The =teps thi = thesi s tel-,: es åre the f al L crnrÍ r-rg. in
chapter ti.lo the neÊE=Eã,r-y'bc-(ci:: ËrcLrnd in.tsr¡r¡atjsr¡ fcr- .ilrc-

=tLtd',' != prci'ided" l'lel-e the tratjit:ierrel .,,iÉr,JE ar p;s[ =cha-
iar=l-rip concernit-rq ci.¿'utncl in the 01,1 -l-e=t;rrrerrt, 

==pEcÍa.l-1 
.¡

r?,5 tl-rÊ,' relat= t¡ the =g-c;¡lle=d "dietsi-.¡ 1e.i.j--r,, åt-Ë r-=iíårT¡rBEC

F



bri=#1;'" The rncl-E recent Htr't-1.,: at Dcurqlå=" lleursner and Feld-
nrån will be or-rtlined in ch*,pter th¡-ee, faIIsl.¡ed b.¡ ån åssËE=-

rrrent ct{ their'¡Jc'l-l,. in relstian ts the esrlier;ppr-oeche="
The cl./urncl concepts åre frequrentl'¡ falrnd in F. There-

fcrre, ch*pter fcurr i= devot=d ts å qeneral =turc.¡ ct.þ .{:hiE

strsturn. Er-re=ti on,: reçardi ng the date cf F, i t= re] ati on=hi p

to the Yahhri st iJ ) ' the El ohi et (E) and th= Deurteronan¡i Et iD)

¡11 need to be sddre==ed in the qrre=t tc, pI;tce r:, in it=

Prcrper cant=xt" Here tsxt= rele.¡ent ta the c1.,'urnc1 tl-rËirrÈ,

fsutnd 1n the.'¡eric:us ssLu-tr=E, r.¡i11 be e:lanrined. The ¡fs--t-iadi-

=gti on ctt di.,,i ne re.,,eL sti on i n F., ,¡¡hi cl-¡ has l ong be=n receç_
nired, is discutssed in ån effa¡-t to utnder=t*nd F"= br-s.rtl

theoloqical cGntrer-ns. The irnpcrtarrt ccrnstitr-i=nte at +-he

cutlt, along u-rith ilre significent cr-rltic then¡e= s,nd their
fr-tncticrn in the cutlt, år-e a1=cr e;.larnined.

ch*epter { i',,e nar-rEþJs the di scussi on ta th= cl ,,,urnc1 i-egu-

1'=ticrns ås tl-rey åre fcrltnd in l='. Althor-rqh c1¡'utnct p¡rll heve

been discrlssed briefly in chapter foutr (becsu=e a.f their
generel csnnecti sn to the cr-rlt ) , the csnc=rn r.¡i thi n thi =
sectic,n i s tF,råefold: oner'to eir*rrn:ine the e:<pisnatcry. ç1a==e=
foutnd i'n the regutlatians. Tl-¡o, to disctrver hou.i these c1;urnc1

lauJ= rele'te to Li-re sther F,rie=tl,r, leqa1 cÐntrE¡-nE. -[hre=, tr:
inqlrire inta thc- rela'lian=hip i:eti.re=n =1,,,nncl rn F,and 1¡-r D

'¡¡here sGrnE cf the.[r1þi5 e]r=a surr{åtre. The {.i¡-st tr..rs p*,rt= cf
the inqr-tiry u'¡i1l sEFVe tc place tl-re c1,,'urncl r-,*rl=s urrLhin the
canteirt ci the 1;,rçer F il-¡eË1 tg..i t r+h: l e the thi rc p;r-.1 (:ån

=el-ve å5 å te=ting de'rice, tc, deterinir¡e r-¡hei-i-¡er- p'= par-tic.t-
L¡r ËÛncEr-n= cén be cet=cted i¡-¡ il:= =hapirrq ai: Ll-r Ê cl,¡uincl



rEgLrlå,tiÉns fsnnd in it= r.lri.L,ing=,

cl,¡utncl in 8,"

sver- .rg;in=t bire LII=E LJT

I¡-¡ ch*pter =i:l the þJLr-!,: a'F the three =chslEr-= e;lemine,l

e*rlier l^liIl be Evålutet=d il-¡ 1içht o{ the reElrlt= =+ g-¡Ê

Ínqrtir-'r' inta F"= LrsÊ a.F cl,iurncl. Thr,= shortc¡mir-rq= rt{ tj-r eir
u¡crrk ¡¡i 11 be di =cussed ;tnd the =trençthE si: tl-¡eir st'-tdi e=

hiçhlighted" Etutllding Lrlf,c'n the L-rclr-l: oÍ the=e =cl-raL¡r= and

ctlrer=, this =tutdy r-¡i11 =eel:: tc, shor,l hsr.¡ tl-¡u= i:1,iutnci l*r..¡=

ha"'Ê been i nteqrated i nto the l arqer I eçe1 ,icr-r1t i c cc'nËEi-ns tí
F.

Ëh:pter Eu=vÊt-r r,¡i11 sLrinfrrari¡e the finding= c-tF¡d aE=EsE the

rel ati crnshi p bet'¡reen F''s sh.ipi nq snrj LtÍ== ai the c1,,'utnc.l

regul e'L,i ang, and thei r p;rrti cutl =r rsl e i n prcr;rrc,t: rrq tl-¡Ê

s':.,mbÐlic r-eËt-eetian o+ divine order.



CHAF'TER Tl¡Jú

Çt_EA!_! Êf.rp ut_.rc_LEÊu IN EÉgI 5çHgtÊEEjJIE

The cancept= a{ cl ,,'uncr i n the Er d restanrent ha.¡e i:ee:-¡

"'ar-iou=1y interpretec. Tl-rey heve been cc,ngicler=d äE arbi-

trary divine decrees (Plaimcrnides,tu '¡lhich cán be allegor-r=ed

çrr treated ås rnetaphor= end interpret=d ethic*i11.y (F,hi1a,

.lacsb l"1i 1çram) ¡ ãE i ¡-¡-ati enel =Lrri,i val E ctl anci ent practi c=E

(Rebert=o¡-¡ snrith) , which dernonstraEe å "prirni ti.,,s n¡entai ir;.y',,

iJ " E. Frå=er. , Itjathani eI l4i cill ern) I ås I er.r= crntrerned l.¡i th
h;-çiene and =anitation (8"8" þJright, Fj.E. Elernent=)E ås Ftr--

tentisl 1y dançercrut=, =piritr-ra1 idenronic?) f o¡-ces iE.Ê. llc,bel ,

E. fq. Le.,,i ne) i *nd å€ regurl ati sn= whi ch å,r-trEe ¿3lrt o.t å t-eåc-

ti sn to f orei gn rel i qi aur= precti ces snd =et.VÉ åE a poi errri c

agai n=t them (F. Hauck , t¡J. Ei chroclt ) . t 1-l rhi s chepter r.ii I I

ot-it1 i ne bri ef 1y tl-rese 'vari our= !,: i nds af i nterpreteti c,n= and

el:arnine their particlrlar shortcorning=.

Althaurgh the c1;'unc1 regutlations ctrri,/Ér å varret;, ci
trÐnceFns e the pri mary f scurs ai thi E chepter i = the ',n-rÊåt

l aws. " f lJ They have recc-i ved n¡utch schal arl'¡ attenti ûn , and s,,

=tutd'¡ res'tri cted tc: them cån both Eer\.rÊ tc, hi,lhI i qht tl-r*=

diffei-ent interpretatic:n= snd åFFr-cacheE ai pa=.t schÊIer-=i,rp

and shsl+ thei r i nadeqlraci es. rq bri e.f I oc:[,: ;t ilre l;'u.¡s c{]i-r_

1 . Êl thcuçh severr
p i ng dae= octrLrr- .
å¡-e ngmeC rnerc=l y g'=
edCed "
:. Tr-sditianslly
"fciod Iå!.J=." l'1eet
et bernpt i s rnade to

di'f{erent categori== s,rE ncted, r\,/e:,-lEp-
Furrther , the di f +er-ent u¡ri ter= n¡enti e¡red
rEpi-eEentati ve f i qurres. tthers courl d be

they hå.,,e been ceI l ed ,,di Et,ary I åL,JE. ,' trr
l ai-r=, I bel i evÈ ? i s rnorE :.ccltr-ete 

=L ntrE nÈ
corr¡rnent rn othel- f aod qrELips.

€



cel-ning i=prosy end bady isEutes r'litl .lutrther ei{pclEE

ciencie= in the past approache=.

d={i-

rì. fHE UEÊf tÊHE_l ÊU IUIEA!!çI]QE
The three pã,ssåçes rnsst f r equrent 1 -¡ c i ted by ol der schs-

lars å,rE Leviticr-rs l1:1-?3, {L-+T and DeuttÊrcjntr,rn-v 141f,-i1.
rt is intere=ting ta nate that the Iist= fournd herc- åFFeår in

alrnc'st msnu-1i[':e'feshion. The "tl¡ÊnLr gutide" Írìclurdee rrrt=at

=el.ectisns featr-tring {,:r..rl , f ieh and grering eni¡r¡;.1E, F.=i-h*pe

becaurse they HerÉ perceived ås delicacie=, .tr+c di+f=rent
varieties ctl locust=, alanq r.rith å cer-tein t';zpe at trric!,: et
and grasslrOFFer r r.JEre gt1 =s cr:nsi dered "trl eã.r¡ " *.nd theref i:re

edible.

Tl-re criterion Ltsed by the discrimrnaEinç l=i-aelite in

chao=i nq å ¡neat di =h (r-¡hen chaosi nç å. l snd based eni rn;,1 ) r^¡e=

=impl' e. Thet whi ch "part= the hos{ and i = cl oven-f ooted and

chews the cLrd" wås ccn=idsred edible" lltrr+Ê.,,Êr, if Ene ,¿.i

the=e tu¡a characteriçtics r..råE rnissinq, the ;nirnel þli,E c¡n-

=idered "uncIeg,n." The canrel , ¡-Ectr bedger, hare *nd gp¡in=

r4eFe gii,en ås exemple= of LrnË(cceptable rneat l.¡hile the ü;i,,

=heept çaat, iber:, and antelope Ì..iere e-c)rrte ct{ the rrËcept=.ble

-- -- - - 
I 

-e{tll.lll*-(-1 5.

Ïi-¡Ê Ïsrael ite "¡T¡EnLt" å1 go pro.,,i ded guti rie.l ine= {:gncerni ng

acceprable se*{aad ,lishe=" only tha+- r.¡hich hed f:inE anrl

scsl=s þJä9 cc'nsidsred prBper for consurnrptian, ¡1c,E.[ fi=h
caurld, ther-={ore, be inclr-rded in thi= Ii=t" Lobster=, =hrimp,
o'r'=ter=, =qurid end eel ¡,AJere1 l-rcrr4FVFr', Lrn-i.ccepteble.

F'erhsp= l:he rrrast diff icr-tlt ¡nea't qrc'LrF tr: c1*s=ify pr=-
ci =eI '¡ åre the bi rds cf t!-¡e ei r. Ene .É i nd= her* nü re;l



deEcri pti';= cri teri a" onI;, å 1anç I i =t a{ bi rds, nc,t cc,nsi -
dered ås prtrrFer {av, the Isr*,elite, L.Jås åd.,,:,ncÊd. Thr-=y inclurde,

the eag1e, 
"'rrltutre, felcc,n, Ëeå çt-rl1,, or.r1 , etc. ûne í-- lc-it

u'¡ith the impre=sion thst the l.¡riter (s) o.F thiE ii=t beIie.¡Êd

their altdiÉntre þJas å,t'Jåre at r.:hat r.-Jã,= eccepteble *nd per-h*rp=

needeC onl y to be rerni nded whi ch bi rds hrer-e not.
l^Jinged in=ect,= that mcf.,,Ëd LrFon all íourrs (r.¡i.Eh th=

eilcepti cn of tha=e n¡entisned åbtrr,e) , :ind ;il1 'sf.,,€-it-mi ng

thing='' litre the u¡easel , rnc,Lrse, 1Í:ard and c¡-occrdile, elanç
t^lith alI those ¡¡hich rnc've ebcrtt cln tfrei¡- be11.¡ (e.ç. r eñ:i[,: e,r:

weFe c*tegaricelly pronaurnced ås r_rnf it far cansurnrptÍsn.

Al though these rneat I *'u.¡= t.JEr-É di recterj c,nl;, ta I =ree-
1 i teg', there t'Jåg ctne rel ated l at¡ u-¡hi ch þiås addre==ed ts el l
pËtrpI es" The oI d prohi bi ti an .*gei nst cun=utmi nq bl caC iGe.-n "

9:4-5) ccrntinuted ts F1åy ån impartant part in the=e 1¡i.rs"

Deuterontrrny 13:16 end 15:if, rest*te the prohibi.ti,:nl ,,i..rr J..,r

iroLr =l-ral1 nst eat i ts bl ocrd I y6Lr =he1 1 paurr i t cr_tt trn the
grournd 1il.;e þlðtet.." Leviticr-rs 17:1t-r goe= ã =tep futr-ther *nd-
*rssert=: "í+ ãny mån ctt the hourse ctl Is¡-ae1 cry- ctt thg Etrc-r-r-

ger= thtt sojc'Ltrn ã,n'rtrnq them eets åny btocd, I r.¡ill =et t¡1./

f ace again=t hiE pecrple" icf . slso Lev. 7riå-"71 . Lei.iticr-t=
17r 11-1f, pravided the raticn:ile f ¡r this prahi.b:i.tion: be-
cå,LreE "the iife at the fleeh i= in Ehe bL¡c,c,,ånd rt þrå,--

gi.,,En tc' be Ltsed a't the al ter {cr ma},: i nq :,tsnernent,.

Other rutle= relate to the rrreat 1er¡s[4] butt thr:se r-,¡er.i-

4. F.t-tleg c¡ncerned u'lith gnirnal= i.thich hsve died E.r, il-rEr¡-r-
=el'¡e= c¡r have been torn b.,, bea=te (L=v. 7r14.¡ Lleltt. Ljl¡ilil
rltl e= ccrncer-ned r.ri th -r-hÊ E1 eurqhtsr a.i en i ¡rral = i Le.,, . 17: 1_? IDelrt. 13:15r i5lif,)¡ the h=,ndrinq n'Ç trår-FTaEEEE iLE..,. 11ri4-+{:})î *nd rurleE csncErned r.¡ith eniinal {at iLe.¡. f,:17).
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ticned strE"'E å,r-Ë rns=t freqr-tently ref=rred ts b'y p*st sch¡lErr-

=hip" The=e reçr-t1;ttign=? ånd tl-¡e dif{erent eilpl=.n*i.tisn= fcr
themu rrii1l ncjw be auttlíneC. Tu.¡o rnr-rch clde:- '.¡,Et ve!,-y inf ILi€n*

cial vieu¿s r.¡i11 first be :.dvenced, follci.¡eC b¡r, the rrst-e

conternparåry per=pecti ve=.

B. THE [-EÊT tÊEE: Ê E_EYIEU gE EÊFr EÇHaIÊE€HJE
'Ihis 

=tutdy begin= with a consideratis,n af i'laimcinide=,

t¡hs perhaps rrrål:: es the ma=t di=par"rçing as=e.Esment sf Lhe

regulatian=, and rntr'ves tc, =::er¡rine the ever Ic,ftier, ccmplex

'¡i eu'¡= l.lhi ch hs,ve e'vol ved thrar-tgh ti me. Havi rrç rlevoted u.,¡eI1

EVËr 5il{l pågÉ5 tcr å comprehensive =tr-tdy at the Telrnurdic 1ai.r=

ai cl eanne=s, l'1ai rnani des concl r-rded that they cons'ti brtte *rbi -
trary divine decrees which the hlrnran mind simply trå,n nst
rati onal i ze,

ït iE prein and ¡rranifest thst the 1ar.r= ebar-rt LrFr-
cl es,nneEs and cl eanne=s åre decree= l ei d dcr,^ln ú.,,
scriptltre and nc't nratters eboutt u¿hich l-rLrrrrå,1-r ltnder-
=tandinq is capaÞ1e o{ forming å jurdgrnen.tt tar-
behold, the'¡ åre included arngng the dii,ine st-r'r:r-rtr==. t=l

êlthoutçh the hurrnan mind må.,- not furl 1;, urnder=.tand .the 1r1,,{s1

l''fairnanides belÍeved that they cc,r-tld egsist c,ne in sttsrning å

hiçher level af ¡norality. He u..rrite=l

wE rråy {ind sgrr¡É indicEtticin íÍar the n¡or¡l Þasi=)
of thi =: jr-tst åE ûne l.ihc, set= hi s rreart tr,n becsär-
ing cle*n becsmes clsan sEr tcc, cln* r¡iho =etshis he:tr-t on cleensirrq him=el{ frc,r¡r urncrEåFrr-r ESE
becorne= clean åE soon ås he csnsent= in hrs hear.L

and brings lrr= sc¡uI in'to.[he pla.ter= c,t pLrrÊ
rs5eF,r, l-í "1

under=tanding God'E raticnrre {ctr the requr}s.tic,ns måv not be

5 " i"ls=e= I'iai rnsn i d e= , Thg Çod e cf
Bc'el': a! Cleanne==, Trens. Herbert
Universit.¡, i934) 1 p.5iE.
ó. !Þis=

i1

i'1ai nr¡ni de=. Ëoc'li Tgn. fhg
Dsrnby i ltler¡ Hsven : 'í'.-tl. e



pclËeib1e, br-tt relyinç trrn His ,¡li=dsrn ancl belng absdien't ta i--riE

hal ,v 1s.t'¡s i',¡sutl C inspire clne ta å life ct{ greater l-rcrline=E.

In I-¡i = treatrnent dt the f cod 1¡.r-r= thi s percÉi.,,esl i ntent rtt
the I g,i.JE becc'nres c 1 ear .

It i s the wåy a{ pi ety that å mån l,:ÉÊp hi ¡rrsel f
separate *nd go apart f rs¡n the re=t of .Eh= peap.Le
and nei ther tourch them noF eat end dri n[:: u.¡i th them.
For =eparati on r eads ta the cl e¡.nsi ng o{ the bad..¡{rcnr er"i I deeds, and the cl esn=i ng o{ the btrtd,l
1 e-qd= ta the hal 1 or.ri ng of the salrr f rorn e.,,i I'thourght=, s.nd 'the hal 1ou-li ng s{ tl-re ssLtl 1e*ds ta
strir,,it-¡€ f or Iikeness (Le,¡. 1i;44) . t7l

A si rni 1ar ethi cal , di sci pl i neri* appeal i = f c:lrnd i n

Fhi 1c,. He pÉ55e55e8 å sonrel.¡hat rr¡trt-Ê posi ti ve .¡i er,..¡ dl U-¡e 1s.r.J=

than does I'lairnc,nide=, htrwÉi,er-, in that F,hi 1a never ,le=crit,es:

the 1at'lE ås arbitrary di.¡ine decrees burt rather alleqcri:e=
the 1eu¡s and interprets thenr ethically. carnmentinç trrn the
f ish rnenLr he, s.s=ertE:

Fi sh u,¡i th f i ns and scal es
and =elf -contrsl , r.rhi I =tswept åi¡J-iy by the currrent
f orce s{ the strearn. f Bl

Cc'mbining ån allegorical iethical interpretetian r.rith å rrredi-

cal trne F'hi 1o f r-rrther årgues that !

The l awgi'rer sternl y f orbade al 1 eni nral = di I snd ,se*r or eir r.¡hose flesh is the finest sncl f*.tte=t,
1 i tr':e that o{ pi gs snd Ecel el es= f i sh , h:ncr.li nq thetthey set å tr*p 'Far the mcst slavi=h a.F ==r,==i, thet¡gte, and that the;, produtce gl utt efr,/ s ån evi I rjen_gÊrtrus ta bath =outl snC bcdy, *cr gIr-rttan.¡ beçe.t-
i ndi gesti on, whi ch r = Èhe soLrl.ce a4 al1 i I l nei=e=end infirmities. tgl

thi s centlrry there arg thase r.lhc hå.,,É ccnti nured th j. s

7. Ibi-d., p. f,?f,-f,?4.
B" 5" 5tein, "The Diet'-rry L¡r.¡s in l;rsbb,¡nic ancJ F,;r:-i
l-i te=ratuFÉ, " IS.i.!g ti[d Unlet=UËbulqÊl åUr: Ee=gt:içl:!=gl-!9.1rl=LligLcr L¡-!.sra!'-rt ó4 i 1e57) , p. t+T .?. IÞi d. , p. L+7 .
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generå1 åpFroå,ch ånd i nterpret the l ei-rs ethÍ cc:.I I ;,, '¡'lhi l e ath-
eFE ernpha=iic- tl-re rr¡edical dimensic,n,

fi ccnternporå,ry echsl-i.r l.il-rc {allor..¡e clo=e1 ;,, ti-re--Ê clde:-
vieu¡s" É=pecially, thase =ti F'hi1a, is J¡cc,b Þ1iJ.gram.' in his
thor-rght-F¡-Ðval;:inq srticre "The Ei.bricEl Diet Lstni= e= ån Etr-¡i-

cel Sy=teni" [ 1{}] , he al sa å,rqLree {rc,rt ån ethÍ cel poi nt af
vieu¡ (blrt is nc:t intc-rested in al legcir-i:inç the 1ai.r=). The

=terting pcint, he believe=, i= hurrrranllind'E in=etisi:le åFpË-

tii:.e {ar rneat and ptrrr.Jer. He ylritÊE:

l'lan i'¡i 11 hs,ve n¡eet {ar hi E {ctad, end u.ri 11 l,:i l i tcgEt it- The old resterne¡rt ¡-eccrrcs fectr-ra1 1;; the¡-e=trictÍons enjsined cn =ar1'¡ I=rael to allsr,¡ ir¡ãì-r
ts E-etiate hi= 1r-rst fctr anirnal flesh and yet n,:'t
be dehun¡ani=ed in the prtrcess. The sbvisur= gcal ct{
this ' E<=h.fUL =ystern of dietary law= to tarne thc-
ki 11er i nsti nct ct| rrrån cã,n be f r-tl 1y urnder=tsoci enl ,-in the liqht øt other importarrt emphase=. illl

He nstes that hutmanlli nd wåe ari gi n*1 i y veget-rri en iGen. 1 I t¡ã-

3?) r br-tt tl-¡en rebellisn brrr-rght with it rncr.talit.r,, .lebi:r rnd

tr3rni vc'rcr¡-ts i ncl i neti ans. t 1"1 lrlcrah '= ssns ã,r-e p=rnri tteC
f1e=h (Gen. 9:5) but not withourt reEtrictiL-nsr ,'onI;,, i,,ELr

=hal 1 nst eet f lesh l,¡rth Íts l if e, thett i=,, its blr:ac,, iGen.
(f.¿1 \

In his *rticle l"1ilgrom focurEes trn the cl¡7=e. ccnnec.Li=n

betl'reen "l:1ocd" ãnd "1ifE." Life i= di.,,inel ,¡ qi.,,Êr-r end:

The *b=t=nti cn {ram bl ood i= å can=tant r=r-i-¡i ¡dei- tcinå.n thrt thcurçh he irråy =ati =f ;., hi E eppeti te f ar-
{ nod he rr¡ur=t currb l-¡ i s hurnger { sr pËr.rÊF . l- or .L i. f eiE in.,,iolabIel it ir'åy nst bu= tsrnpered u.iith indj.E-
crin¡in*te=1y. tlIJ

þihi. L e ihe ea1:i ng ctt bl ¡c,d i q Frclscri bed .iar *1 1 , *dci.tr on;¡l

1i:i. int. 17i
11. Ibid", p.
1- f t-: )ri,. ruJ.u.

1?êf,)'' !48-f,i)1.
"BA "
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restriction= are pleced crn the Israelite.

He ie to diEcipline his appe.tites {r_rrther b,r, nå¡--
rot'linq dcrr¡n the perriritted s,ni¡ral s Ls å Éeu¡. In
ti-ri= hiåy he rnåy aspire ta å hÍqher le.¡el of li{ewhich the Fible callE t!aË.q=fjt tt- hot.¡.,,[14]
Thi s ssceti c rati c]nålu= {dr the meet I ar.l= i = then de.,,Ê-

1oped" The people þJerF ts n¡alle tl-¡effi=elve= holy beceur=e their
Eod þrag holy (L8..,. 11:14). The injr-rnction tc be haly tr¡n=-
leted itself into the con=trisurs deterrnination to ==ps.r;tt=
oneself frsnr other god=. Futrther, he note=, haline=s rrl,ri-
nately is assigned to Gcrd alone. yet, ',!4 certain thing= årE

termed hcrl'r- =r-rch ås the l and icans,an ) , Fersrn ipri e=t ) ,
plsce (sancturarf) t Et- 'Lime iholy, day) the.¡ å{r-e strr -u.i, virture
d{ di.¡ine di=pensatioFr.,,tlEl

H*,i'i nq nrade these observati on=, l"1i 1çrcrrr =urggest= thet,
"frc,rn the biblical .,,ieurpoint, the priesthood, I=raeI;.nd ffrc=¡r-r1

re=pectivel .¡, f arrn three ctrncentri c ri ngs af decreasi. nq hat i -
nE55 aboutt the center, Gcd."[1ó] llurmanþ: ind u.Jå= an\y b13lrnd b.,,

the bl ood prohi b i tÍ c,n br-rt I srae] , i n å. hi qher sphere s{
holine=s, rr,å= bolrnd ta å rnclre rigid ccrde of beh¡¡.yic,r. It i=
frsrn thj.s vantage point that l'li1qrarn sees the nreet lai.r=. IlTl 

-
In hi s di =cltssi ct-r of the rneat l etr=, I'li l grarn åppÉårs tc

rrrEl'/e tsulard= the pcr=i ti on u¡hi ch reçard= the 1*h,¡s åE ref l ec-
ting strrne ti,pe ai "prirnitive rnentsrlty"', rit r-¡o poirr.t dse= he

1f,. !ELú=_
14. IÞiC., p" f,iJi:!"
15. IbiEl., p. f,i:]:.
1å" iÞid., p. f,r:r5.
17 " Al thor-tgh l"1i l gram pl aces the eccent f or urnder=tandr ng ti-reregltl ati an= c'n the ;.=ceti c end ethi cal di inen=i on, he caes nc,tdeny that e=theti c= and hysi eni c c¡:nEi der;rti =ns, ai =rrq i+i th år=jection a{ .toreign l-eligior_r= pr-scticesr ¡r¡;'.i, l-lå.,,e s.l =cpleyed å prrt in =off¡Ê at the l;u.igif.bid.r F" ?çó.).
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Éi{p1i=itLy rnå};: Ê thi= c,bEÊr.,,ã,tisn br-rt hi= vieu.¡ sf hlrnranf,: indr
åE passe==íng 

=c'fnÊ ti,pe c'{ "[,: i1]er in=tir-rctr" daes trsfiie c1o=g

tc' thst pa=i tÍ crn.

The po=ition r.¡hich r=g:.rds the rc-qlrlatisns sE the prci-

dt-tct sf "pri rrri ti ve" thi nl:i ng i s l argel y i ndebted tc ti-re.

et'slurtionary fr*rne a{ reference, papr-r1ar *b the turrn cti the

centur'7. þJ" Ro[:ertsc'n 5mi th end Janres Fra¡ er å¡-E t¡,.ia =cha-
l sr= who år-É {requrentl .¡ ås=csci sbed l.ii th thi s pc=i ti on. Foth

reqerd al l the cI z utncl regltl eti sn= å.= å produrct c.t =LrFersti -
tian årlitrng "prirnitive" pec'p1c- r.iha hed nat .r-et f,-t1 1r- Ft-sgt-Ê=-

sed =acielly cir- rnoral 1y" t 18J

In the t'iorl*: al l'lathani el l"li ckl em r+e cån EEÊ ti-ret t-he

alder r¡iews s{ 5n'¡ith and Fr,:,¡er live trn, Accordi:-rq ta l"'lick-

l enr the rneat I aws sr-s consi dered å= the pradurct ,¿{ i n=t i nc+-

and "preref 1r,=cti ve" tholrght:

tth"¡ ds 'rle find es,ting fa:le= di=çr_r=.Einq rLrr
repul=ion i= in the fir=t instå,ntre r-rt:t r-stions.L br-ri--.
instinctive The idea tti 'utnclÉånneEg, i=
simil-rr1'¡ pretheolcgical r cf,F pret-efIecti.,,e, tl-rtr,LrÇl-r
it rnåy in tir-i¡e becc'me a nratter d# ref lectian. t1?l

iìrglti ng aqai n=t thase r,.rho regarci tl-¡e l eyls ãs ctrncerned i.li il-¡

hygÍene tr'r typifying certain sin= he i.¡riteE:

ït nraT- be talten å= cErtai n thst nei ther- hyçi Er-r=,
ntr,¡- an,/ l,: i nd af t.r,pal trEy : i s the bssi s a* urnc 1 Éån_
ness. Thu=EË requtl ati on= are nat b;- ån.y' neåns L,r: br=
rstti anel i:ed " Tl-¡Ei r ari gi r-r= rrrå,¡, be di ver=e, end qt:
baci,: beyand histÐry. ".. t:tll

ti1 thoutgl-r he mi ght stend j. n agreerrrent r-¡i th l"l¡¡i nrsn r des , th;it

18. IES EElf.gian g! lhe Serniles il.le,¡¡ 'r'Ér!,:: l"lerirjisn 1 Lç27iir=t purb. in 1489) o p.154. sntj Ta!ern!srn end E;iagsmr,, ri=1 .
iLcndcrnt Dar,"¡ssn sf F'¡} 1 f"l;IL, 1?óE), pp" 4{:r-/1.

"Le..¿i ti cLt =, " ThE Interpre!er_s Bf bl=, Val .
il.lashvilIr.=: Abinçdcn j Lq76)t p. 5+.
"iJ. Ibid., p. 5f,.
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the lat'ls å.re arbitrar;, decrees u¡l-¡iclr c-+,n nst be r*tionali=ed,
he doeg not bel i eve thern tc, hsve å di vi ne ori qi n, nc,r dce= he

interpret them å,E Fhilo did, in ån etl-ric.=1,us'¡mbolic faEhi13n"

They =irirply rEpregent'the "prÊloçic*1 ,, pr-adlrct ctt ån encient

=OCiety r.,¡hiCh "fr,åyr " "i¡.r timer,, h¡¡.,,e ,'beg6fr¡e å rnatter ctf

reilectiE,t-r " "

lrlhe'ress there åre those u¡hc' regard the I *r+s å= ref l ec-
ti nq l cu¡er 1e'¡e1s ai thc,urçht, 'Ehe po=i ti an l.¡hi ch ru=r3erd= 'thein

ås 1 ews concerned i.ri th hyg i ene and =an i tat i on , has å, ve.r-y

hi gl-r '/i Et,¡ of the OI d Testament 1c-rr.Jei l,Ers. l^li thin thi = pa=i -
ti crn the medi ce1 Í nterpretati trnE r r.rhi ch F'hi l c, beg*n , å¡-€ rïicjr=

ful1y developed. Those within'Elri= cåÍr¡F believe that the
ririter (s) at the cl¡urnc1 1er.¡s rEcoqnired n¡any inherent
heal th dangers. R. E. cl ernents de=cri bes the I *r..¡= ås ,'e.

srrnple and trcjnrprehen=i'¡e guridebc,ctr to food and perscnai h,¡-
gi ene- " f :11 l{-evi ng con=i dered the vari olr= i nter-preteti cn=

¡dvsnced Ídr the rneat laurs he årgLre= that althaurçh the reqLr-

l ati sns aFclse bef or-e the erå of rnodern ¡rredi cal sci ence the.¡

dt:, nanetheless, represent e.Farm a4 hyqiÊre: elbeit å primi-
f 1 l/rd ñr, é I '..''-l I

G.E. ü{right, tah:ing å sirnil;r pasitioir, dce= nat c:st
the hygi ene er:pl¡n*ti on i n ås emphatÍ c 3 f s=hi an. Ccmnrenti ng

crn the the lsu¡s in Deu.terq,ncrÍt.y 14 l-r e state=:
Hc¡u'¡ strrrÉ a¡ri rnal s tr;rrne to be cgn=i dered trl e--tt-r ÈtFrcotherE urncl=an ig =oinething þJe ,ra nc,t hrFrÉr¡J. ¡-rllcert;,in cå=e= u.¡ith the =wine (.rs. B) , ¡nd predåtcr.i,
birds (vss.11-18) ti¡e r-eã.strr-¡ rnutst c1=ar1y h*ve beenLhe d-rnqer to heal. tlr, parti cu1 *,rl y, i n å hot ccuntry

"1. "Le.¡iticurer" Froednran ErÞÄs ccrirenter¡, vo]. î iLc:ndonsi'lsr=h*11 , l,iorgan snd Scot, 1?7tt; tr:=4:::. IÞ.id., p. 3A.

IÕ



þJhel.e therE r.rå,= nú surch 'thinq å,E r-efriger-.-ttion" t:f,1
ã" H" l'.er l ogq aI=o empehsi ¡eE the hyqi eni c eirpl eneti an i n hi =
treatnrent cl Ehe I au.,re, f.li th regard tt: the n¡eet 1;rw-- he cst-r -
c1 udeg:

rqt l east ctne chi ef ccrnsi dereti an '¡,ihi cir , i n il-¡ e
di vi ne r'¡i sdc¡m u determi ned the al I cr-rance c'r prr:hi bi -ti on of the s,ni n¡al s nenred i n thi = chapt=r- , l-r Rg
been thei r f i tneE= clr urnf i tne=s ås di et {ror¡¡ å
h'yqi eni c poi nt ct{ vi ew. " " . t F4l

Hi = 'yi en= Co, hor.¡e.yer , a1 =o =hsr.¡

those sf l,laiir¡anides and tho=e whs

f lecti',,Ê. " He t,:o, surbscribe= ts

"instinctive rÊpLrqnårrce,'t"El ta
1 --.-J. cl(^,=.

certei n =i rni 1 sr i ti es i+i th

r=qerd the l g,rriE å= "prErF-

the .,,i E'¡J i-ihi ci-¡ gtt¡-i butte=

the grcru.tth oi 'che c I .,'lrnc 1

Anather po=ition r¡ihich fscr-tse= LrFc'n tiie {oad j.t=elf

ctrnceFnE it= spiri'tutel nrskeup, E\,/er ;tçeinst it= phy,srcel cclirr-

position, end the ranrif ications oi that rriã,|;:ËLrp. Ê1 1 fccd
t¡hi ch i s consi dered tabc¡o i s Eornehow charged r,¡i th =LrpÉrnettrr--
sl FûhJer and is, therefÐr-8, dangerout=, Êa¡-r_tch A. Levine,
rntrre thsn å¡1y other biblic¡l schcler., l-råË ur=ed .thi= airl
social-sci=nce perspecti.,,e tc elrrcidate the c1,,'urncl reçrrl:r-
tions. 'In his =turc.¡ sf the di{ie¡-ent c,-rltic pr-ectice=,

e=FEcial 1y tl-¡e putrificstion ritrt-=r1=, he attenrpt= tc shar+ hcl.i

the'¡ å.re be=ed cln å dernoni c concepti on a{ =i rr , c F.f ence and

tran=qres=i cn.

In his =tutdi, he cis=e1./ reletes the i-i=brei.i 1.,: ipper, to th=
Al'lilaCi sn l;sppUtt!. He re jects the trsCi ti or¡e.1 i r-rtei-pre'teti cn

:f,. "DeLrtÊr-trrlo/-rry, " flg Int=rpr-eler_s !i¡Þ!C, rjc-l , :.,

il.lashviller Êbinçdc.n, 1?á:)5 pF" 4"f,-4:4.
"4- Jhe Eoch gf Le..,iticu=, rhe Ë:rpc,=itor'= EriÞle ircrontcr
t¡iil lard Tr*ct Depc=itory and Erible Depct, l.ã?1. ) ,, F. l?4.
:=. lEid., F. ?81r.
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gi'/en ta the atonernent ri te, úlher-e the =in is coverec1 trp/

clvEi-r and at-gLtes that it be=t þe lrnder=tsod in its ¡il,: !,: edian

Senge äEr "tE wipe cff ," hÉnce "tE putri+./."t:Él i:rirtl-¡ er, hs

sugge=t= that the Hebrew practi c= p*ra1 I el ed the. Al,:!,:ådi =-tr¡ tc
the point that it, too, j¡r7ç¡f r.r*aç! the rnagic*1 urtilizetisn ct
blood" t37l In its Ltse ct{ the blocrd the ncrtisn ctl "ccverj.ng
LrF " l,,Jas nct i mpl i ed i n the purri {.¡ínq ri te. F:ather , he ELrç-

neef e ":JErsr.

F,urificeti¡n iE nrtr,re properly urnder=toad ås án
attempt tcr a1i en¡te i irrpuri ty, {ctr perscnE tc
di "'est then¡Eel.,,es al i t. Irnpurri ty i s vi ei-¿ed *as ån
e>lternal f orce uihi ch adheres ts å pÉrEtr,n crr cb ject. i"Bl

Erl aad, ulhi ch trån sutbsti tutte {or 1i-f e iLev . 17: 1 1) , cån redeer,'r

å FÈrson since "deitie=, 1il,:e denrcr-rs, accept l¡laad in lieu a.Ç

lif e, *,nd ds the biddinq ct{ thc,se r+hs present it ta thern.,'.[:?]

Fcr Ls.''iner må,ny ctf the sncient Isreelite cr-rl L.ic Fråc-
ticeg ref lect tho=e of her neir¡hbor=. Thi= al=a is truie ir:r
*r1 I that is csnsidered urnclÊån. uncleånnÊs=: !,iL=r.Jed ;-(E :.n

eilternal force, cor-t1d enter the perEEn and ettech rtself tc,

him,i her. tf,Öl The unclean anirnal = were scrnel-rc'r.J ctrnnc-ctÉd t¡
the Fowel-= nor!': i ng egai nst Gad and L.jeFe, theref L1r= r trbca. tr1 l

The l sst po=i ti an to be cLttl : ned =h¡re= u¡i th the prÉ-
v1trLts Ene ån i nrpcrtant characteri =ti c. It tao req*rd= the
uncl E:,n sni rn*r1= å,E pctenti al 1 .7 dengereur=" Denqertrrr.rË,, nct
becsuise a# thei r i nherent rlenrcni c qutal i ti es br-r-r- becaurse c,f

:,5. -In !J:e F'resence ,'f !!e Lc,¡d: ¡i=pect= gf F.!!ure! Ln Ênsfsl!lsr.eel iLei den: E. J. Eri 1 1 , I?74) ., pp. -=A-g7. --
37. Tbíd., p. ,å{:r.

"8. -Iþ.¡.d., p. å.f.
?q" f.bid., p, oB,
f,ii. Ibi!., p. 7i.
f,1- c+. H. l.Jath, Leviticll=: A ccmrneF¡þ-årï, trån=. J.E, Ênder=rrn,re'¡i =ec editicn iF'hi 1;dejphia: þle=tminster,, L,177) 1 p.P2"



theÍ r icrnnecti an ta f ar=i çn rel i qi cn=. l-hi= po=itisn gÊner-

al I y urnder =tendg the urnc I een an i ¡rrel E åE rEprËsÊnt i nç {:clrr¡e

pågan practi ce úr =;-mbal i cel1;,, Fer=rn í {'¡írrq scrir¡Ë ath=r- natl sn

trr curlt" In ån ef'fort ta =eperete the pec,pl= ct{ j=l-:el irorrr

the other natitrnE, the lau.rgiver= ã,d',,s.ncÊd the reqlrla.Lic,ns

'¡¡hi ch EEr'v,Ê Ers å pol *mi c aqai n=t f orei gn rel i çi. ouis Fråc-
ti ce=" Thi = åFProach i s qr-ri te poputl er , end ==nti ¡r¡e=nts I i l.le

the farlowing å,rE trcrrrrntrn: "the 1;.1.1= a{ cleenness re.f .Lec.L rh=

cc,nflict o{ the religion of Yehr.leh aç*inst esrlier crr =Lrr-
rourndi ng Faqåni Eri'¡. " tf"l

I'lsth, in his commentery on Leviticurs,

utncl ean ani n¡al s þJEre nc,t to be e¡ten bec-rutse

role they played in the fareign curlts. tf,f,l
thst:

ål-çLrÉE Ehst th=

of the I c-,rçe

l{e reËûqrrÍ:-=d

ncrt -r1 1 -rni rral s u''¡hi ch hiel-e såtrri f i ced 
=1 serihel-e etre

hoin¡ei'er , decl ared urncl ean i n the ol d restsn¡en i_ ìneither the ox ntrr.- the =heep Frc,r the goet. TheEe
L---r-treå.=r5 Wel-e =.,,ÊryÞlherE lrsed in the såcri.ficiai
curl'8.... tf,4l

Yet' he belie'¡ed thst the liEts r.rËr-e shaped as å ¡-e*ctisn tc
.3 u'ride "'åriet;- of foreiçn satrFifical prectice= r.rhich e:rtenC=,1

Ever R long periad ctí tinie. These l;,r,¡s did nst fccur= rn ûnE

parti curl er f orei gn clrl t burt þier-Ê railrer, url tÍ meite.l;- de=i çne,J
'tg prchibit 'tat,: in€ pai^t in åny idcrls,trc,urE cr_rl hic pr:rctrce
l'lhich mi.ght cå,Lrse the Isrseli'te tc fal. lor.¡ å..tL,u=:- cither

f,". Friedrich Hautcl,: , "Clean and U¡rcle-rn i¡-r Old Te=ta¡rentFleligiclrr, " IDNIr r./trl . f,, Ed. G. i{:it.[e], Tl-ån=. G.t¡l.ii¡-srnilr,,i6rand Fiapi d=a Eerdrnans, 1?ó5) ,, F. +1å.
Ïf,. lEyi !i ct!= , p . ?" .
.f+. i'1. I'Jrth, rhe Lau.¡= qf !he Fe¡!eteurch :,nd other E=såv=.,ïr*ng. D.Fj.Ê.F', Thona= iLondsn: Eliver snc rc.¡Jf-rlaa;, p"

I'}



gtr'dE' tf,5l

l'lot al 1 01d Test;.nrent =chsI Etr= state thei r pcsi ti sn €{e

ceref url l .y åe l.lcrth " There årE thsse ¡rhc pci nt tg thc- Fi E bsne=

utnearthed st se'¡eråL d{ the Canaanite si-rrine-: sind elrtsnra'ti.-

cally må[:: e the direct connectian ts the Lrn{å.,,üt-able =tetur= ctt

the Fiq in the rneat 1ar.rs. tf,ål L.J" Eichrodt, f ollau.rinq thi=
logicr. hrriteg:

The Lrse c'f r¡-råny anirnal= 'iør {ctad i= forbirlden {,:r
the r=a=trn thst thl=y f i gure i n aI i en curl tE cir maç i c
rites¡ sr-rch are the FiÇ, which w€(E ån sncient
Eansanite dcrnestic and så,trI-i'ticiel enin¡Et1 ¡ snd
rnicer sËrpEntso and hare=, which r{erE regarded in
rnagicel belief åE especiall;, ef f ectiv= ¡rredis a.F
dernonic ptr'þJer" tf,7l

Thi s l est pa=i ti on l-¡åE i n tl-re past centlrry perhap= had the
large=t follauiing" Althor-rgh'variatione e:.ri=t, ålI tend tc
relete the particutlar anj.¡nalE to f oreign rel içicrlr= prectic==.

Thi= sturdy hss briefly outtlined se1.,err dif+erent in'ter-
preti ve approa.ches tå[::en to the nreat ] euls. It ha= *ttempted
to show the points øt continuity end averlap betr.teen the=rn anC

yet to hi ghl i qht thei r di =ti ncti ve contri butti on to the t:r¡

çoi ng di scut=si cn s{ c1 ./r-tncl " rìn eval r-r¡,ti on a{ them f o1 1trr.Jg.

f5. Jbid.r pp. 5€-5?. Cf . s,lEc, G" vcrn Flåd, Gene=ig, i;:evi=ed
edÍtion iFhi ledelphia: þJeEtririnster, r?77) , p. Irr:j. t/un R;tdhere cl ei rns that: "the sacral depreci ati an at cert¡ti n ;ni r1¡.-rI =r-esultec ironr the de{en=ii,e =truggl e ai thu= y--thu.¡eh f ei r:h
against =tr;nger, o1 der c'*tIt= or- r:ther- räsçic;.I pr-ectice= in
whi ch úne rnsCe Lt=e ct these ;,ni mal E. |"l*rny ani nr=-rl s cÐn=1ds¡-erluncleen in Isreel t'JÊt-e highli, v;,lured for- =ec¡-eC Lise =lse,¡¡hei-eo¡' i n ol der Fstl esti ni ¿tn trLr1 ts. ,'

=!.j,d¡. L"E. Taarnbs, "Cleen and UnclÊånr,' ïUEr (,isL. iil.la=hvi I1=: AÞi ngdcn , 1çói) ,, p. å4f,.
='7 " Tlealcgy Ef lhg etÉ Te=ts,nrent , rJctl . 1 . T¡-an=. J. iq. BeL:er
iF'hi ladelphi;: r¡lestn¡in=ter, 1?é1) , pF. 1f,4-1f,5. l.late here theclo=e connecti.cn tc¡ Le','i.ne'= .,,ie!+€ concerning rJemcr-¡ic For.Jer="C{. el=a þJi1+ri*c F'e=chen, Flein rrnd Unrein, Unter=lrchung iLrrg¡þ!¡=shen ['lsrtgesEh¿-Ch!e, isturdien rLirn -elten iind rreLrenTe=tanrent, i4, l'llrnicl-r, 1?7t:r;, F. SA"

'f r-l



Ë" rb_E !]_EÊr LÊits¿ Ê çEJ,r_iqlE qE ËÊgr gçHSLÊEEHJE

In the É"'å1t-is,ti trrn r.ihi ch f s1 l cws nr ettenrpt i s nrade tc:

pror;ide 3 carnprehensi.¿e critiquie o{ the v¡l-Ícur= vier..rs. $sn¡r=

oi the po=ltionE inåy i.ieI1 ccnt¡in elen¡entE ct{ trurth. Fc,r

er:anrpIe, the f¡ct that the Fiq þJå= ursed in the Ceneeni.te curlt

måy r¡el1 h-i.i,e Eerved tc, endc'rse the api ni cn that i t r.jåE

utncl eån. The qr-resti on i =, htri.ie.¡Er , i.lhether i t L.rå,= thi E {or-

eign practice whÍch rnade it urnclean crr r,¡hether ther-e L.rse =GrïË

other principle st r.Jor'[::" Fltrther, dc, the dif+erenL interpre.-

tatisn= desl adequtately with alt the anirral= nrentioned or Cr:

they si mp I y f ocurs trn å, f ei.r?

Thi = study r,¡i 11 =eeh: tc' utnderstand F" = theai crçi c*l Fer=-
pecti ve ¡nd i ntent i n u=i nç the di f f erent c1 ,¡urnc I re6lr.L st-

ti ons. Its basi c presutpposi ti on i s, there{Ere ! thst the 1sl.l=

-i,rF ncrt arbitrar'¡,,, ccrntrsry to ['lairnonide=' .¡iey¡. Tl-,ie r,r'iII

be rr,or-Ê fur1ly developed in ch;tptc-r fi',,8. Fsr the present it

st-tffices to =e''/ that trrne is qr-rite safe in å,E=Lrnrlnq tlr.=t there

e:rists ErrnE literary intent in the þjct-l,: ct{ rnast nriter=. The

prablern rrrrr-Ê aften sri=ing is the reader's inability, ior- úne

l-Êåetrn cr ansther, t¡ recaçni:e thet int=nt, Tl-¡i = åppeårE

true

wr i ter

scl 'far Plairnc'nidee, l-lho þJ*ls lrnable ts recaqnire tile=

i ntent and , theref ore, reqarCed il-¡e l aws a= ¡,rbi -
.L.- 

-.-. 
.Lf i:tf y.

The approach r¡hÍ ch atten'rpt= to ;I l egarr =e the reçui =.-

ti c,nE ar req*rd the d j. f f erent ani rn¡1s i n sor¡e =.r,mbo1i c L.Jå.,,.

îtay wel 1 eer-ve i n srrre =thi cel appeal br_tt r t Ëån :l 1 =e be botl-¡

surb j Ect i ','= :tnd pre=urrrrptLroLrs " Fsr- ex arnp I e , ta surgqe=t tnat
the {inegt rneet= }.rer-e nat .=llau-¡edr l-u={lects anty personsl

î1



taste. Furrtf-rÊt-, personal =ynrbolic interpretaticnE trån be

pl sgued i.¡i th surb jecti..,e =terea'typi c-rl Fercepti crr=. F,hi 1t:

t'eli=.ved that fi=h r^¡ith scale= =.¡mbc, lize endurr:.nce e.nd Eel{
cantrol .tf,Bl othe¡-s irrår- digsgree sLrEq=stinr; rather thet fish
with scstles repre=ent åggrEssir:n. Another e:lenrple i= larr¡b=:

da they symbol i 
= 
e i gnorance snd u.les,l:nË=s crr gent _L ene=s and

trr-rst?

Êny appro*ch whi cl-r attempt= to Lrse =;,mba1 i =rn i n =Erre L.JEr-

nrurst prcvi de str¡ïe inethod r¡hi ch pr-e.,,ent= E[-rr-= f rsr¡ srri.,,i l-r€ e.L

å vari ety a{ urnrestrai ned surb jecti ve conct ur=i clnE. onl y å

=r-mbo1 i c systern whi ch scccutnts f cr a1 I the di +f erent .:,ni ¡rrel s

with Ë. consietent Echerne tran be considered å :-elisbIe åF-

proaclr b>, whi ch to urnderstand the reqr_t1ati c,ns.

The cl as=i ca1 percepti on st "pri rrri ti ve,, hLrffiårr bei ngs åE

somehow nat Ëornpletel ,- de.¡elcped cerebral ly åFr d ur¡r;1ble tr-.¡

thi nk cornpl el thorlght= trr. ¡-EËrsc,n l agi cal 1 ;,, i s ncr l cng=r

accepted 'Eoday. It þias Ehourn s,bo'¡e, hEh,Êvgr r i;hat å .,,e=tige,

of the ol der '¿i ew cån sti 1 1 be eeen i n eorr¡e csnteÍnptr,råi-,/

interpretations" 14Íc[,:]en¡ i= csr-rect in argtring Ihat the
cl,¡urnc1 canc=pts "qE bscl,: beyond hi=tor-y,,' br-rt ts =lrgg==t
th*rt they exi Eted *rt any ti ¡¡e å= i rrati cnal , i nsti ¡-¡cti ve trr

prËr=-flective ideas i= Ltni/ErÍfiable. Fr-r¡-ther, he iïrrl l:.EE Irrtle
attempt ta de=cri be thei r f r-rncti sn end r-eti ¡ne.[ e 1n the
biblicel teilt. Thi=, at ctr,Lrr-sÉ, í= nat ELu-prisinË in iiçht
o{ his di=pareginq e.¡å1urs'ticn of the cJ.,'utncl cc,ncu=pt=. Ti-¡e

Ï=raelite= ra¡É;-E not rsntinr_ia1 1y rnativs,ted i=.y, ir-rett cnai
f ear=, and thei ¡- i n=ti ncti vr= re;cti or-¡= þJL=I,-e sh;ped nt; ci i{er-

Fhilu, F. 1" icf thi= chapt=r-)"18. Ef.



Êntl y than trLtr clhin ¡ l=y irrËån= ai å ccrlpl eil i nteractÍ an bc-Lr..leen

the bi cl agi cal,/ps;,choloqi cal b'ei nç and the soci;l z'phy=i cal

eni'irilnrfiÉl-rt" tf,?l Tho=e b;r=inq the urnclean 1er,¡s trn Eilrî¡e "pi-i-

mitive thin[ling" pl-en¡iEe find Iit.EIe =urppor-t tcrd*.y"

The hygi eni c eilpl aneti on i = al Ec' no l onger ten*rbl e be-

Cc llsE a{ sever-rI l-leal':ne=se=. Fir=t, the biblical te¡lt nrr.Jl-¡eFe

e:tpI i ci tl y stateg that the utncl e¡,n g,ni n¡el s ål-Ê harnriurl to

Ene 'E he-il th . ItJo eppeal i= rnaCe ft:r the I=raelite to niain-

t.ei n 3 heal thy di et. Second , i f cnÊ åsELrnreE +-het Isrsel h;¡d

di scovered the ri s[': s i nvc] ved i n e:.ti ng certai n f crr:d=, troutl iJ

they nat s,lEo hsve recoqni:ed Èhat b.¡, thcroutghl;z cocri,:ing

these, f acrds the heal tl-¡ ri sl.;: E rn¡o,-tl d be c'vercorne? Thi rd , thi s

e:rplenation doe= not help c'ne utnder=tand al1 the rlrle=.
Êlthoutgh it rnåy seL=rn to fit Eome, it does n¡t -ecct;urnt --,¡Lis-
f actaral 1y ior al l . Thi s l,: i nd a{ "¡rredi ca} ¡rra'teri;1i effi, " å=

inå,ny critics c*1 1 i't, is Lrnåtrtrep.tebIe today.

The pasi ti sn edvanced by Levi ne i = ån i ntere=ti nç Èine bi-rt

alsa has geined little sutpport. F'erhap= taa rr¡utch 1= br-rilt
LtFtrn hi= perceived =inri1erity bet¡reen Isreeli+-e snd Alii,: =tdi=tn

cutltic prectice. The paral1eIi=nr r+l-¡ich he *'tlenrpt= t¡3 
=i-,úrn¡

is ncrt altoqether. per=Lr€-(Eive. HiE palythei=.i:ic ccnc=piicn sf
inrputt-i't:¡t r"¡i Lh i't= ir'åny independent de¡rrcnic FLlr.ier=r ai=¡

=t.-tnd= in cantr;,st ts the u.Jtrrr[': o4 rrrån7J =iqni f ic¡nt =cholar-=
r'¡ho år-quÉ lar '[he f ervent manathei =ti c cornpcrnent '¡ihi ch de-
'v'E1trrpt-=d in the eirilic.rpo=t-eirilic pericrl , of '¡.rhi:h F an,j i'r_E

f,?. See F'hi1ip l'.. Ëccl: , cantinuii!ie= _LI] F'Eychoj.aqic¡I An-
!hropelggy (5*n Fransisca: þl .l-1 , Freen'rstn end ccrrrp., iç6i:r) ! Fp.147-"5i:r. cí " *1Ea J. þi. Rciger=if,rr, A!! Te=tainen.t Êntir¡-¡pc!tr.qy
iO:ifa¡-d: Ba=it ErI:rrËl.,:u+eIi r 1g7B), FF. +ó-óg-



c1¡'uncI l apr= år-Ê å part (thi = poi nt ¡ii 1 1 be argured beI or.¡i .

Fína1 1y, th= åpprc,ach i.¡hich EËel:: = ta eilplaín th= Lrnclestn

ani mErl = i n terrnE ai å pol emi c *içai ¡-r Et the nati an= end f c,rei çn
curlts alsc: has =eri¡lrg FieåL:nÊssÊ=. Fsr EnÉ,, it e:lpiain= cnly
å fel+ t-equlatianE and dcre= not accsurnt {c,t- the cleen s.nimal=.

Fuirther , the nrethsdal agi cel åpproech i s s,l =o þJeå1,: , it i 
=

EErsy tÛ find e:<arnples of 'il-¡e utnclean ¡,ni¡nal= beinq ursed in
Üne cltltic fc¡rrl crr årrEther in the ELIr.r-ourndÍng netiûnE. Sc¡r¡e

poi nt to the Fi g s,nd årçLre tl-ret i t r.jåE not anl ;- ccnEi deretl
s-rcred i n csnsan burt a1 sp i n Êabyl on , cyprut= end s.¡r-i å. [4r_r]

Also, hutndreds ctí rnutnrmified cat=, dc,g= (cf, anirnal= i.li¡-¡

Fåtrs' Lev. 11: ol Delrt. 1427) I +alcanE (cf . Ls,y. i l: 14) 
"

crc¡ccdiles icf" Lev. 11:rrl) and other anirnals, r.+ith tl-rEir
str-rnge 1i nh to Egypti an di vi ni ty 1 r-råvfl been ts*nd i n Eq.i p-
tian cerneterie=.t41 I l¡lere c'ne to lsah: lcng enaurgh snÊ ccurld,
Itndc]ltbtedl y, scccrutnt 4ctr -rl I the uncl ean ¡ni nr:il = menti sned.

Thi E approaclr ctt shot;i ng connecti ons, htri.tever, uil ti n¡e.Lu=l ):

plFB\'/Es veFy 1i ttl e" Êbove aI I i t cån advence nci sdeqlrate

e:':plancitÍcn r'lh'¡ n¡ån'/ of the -rnirr¡a1s i.rerÉ canEidered cles,n

rn¡hen they, tcc," urlt* u'lidely ltsed in all tl-rÉ cr-rlte ELrr-rclrnd-

ing I=r*e1.

Thi= brief critique o{ the sbave po=itisrr= h*s fccr_i==c

trFr1¡e rn the varicurs .,,iEr-is t-egå,rcinç the me¡t 1;.r.rs. þJhen

te=ting the=e vier-¡E :qain=t sther cl.,'urncì. reçurlaticn= füûre

prabl erns ari =e, I¡r the {allouring discutssian the=u= pr-ciblen¡=

¡¡iLI be or-itlined briefly.

4'il. raornb=, "cleã.rr åFrd uncreãr-rr" p. ó4f,. *IEa F. iil above.
41 . Fienri Fr¡nt.rf r:¡-t , ûrLci É!.! EEiE b.Lnr-, Egi_i!.¡_gn. iLor_,dc¡n:ilarper and i--:ct'l , 1t74â), p" g.



Ð.. 1tEEEqgY1 âUe lDrsCHAFr.dE"

In this section thu= deficiencie= in rïå,n,/ æ{

ti onal apprache= and i nterpreteti sn= Ls the l au-l=

"1epreg.r"' end "di=chat-gÉ,,u.¡i11 be discr-rE=ed .

!L- !.--ri

ccncern i i-rg

I'leil b tc: [he

¡neat 1auJ= theEe tl-lo trúntrernE å,i-Ê ¡iraet f reqr-rentl y rei =ed ú.y,

Echal arE i nvesti g*rti nç cr z'uncl i n the bi bl i cal teirt. l3a=t

cclnclutEicnE -rrrived at u¡i11 be ur=ed ta ilrrther Ei-rûr^J ,chË

i nadequtaci' af rä*any a{ the tredi ti onsl åpproache=, The vari cur=

í nt=rpret*ti on= stterrrpti ng ts *ilp1*i n the meat 1s.l.i= heve Lee¡-r

foutnd to be 1acþ;Íng" Hcrr,¡ do måny æÍ the slcer vier.r= {,:t¡,-e in
thei r ettenrpt ta ex p 1 si n reglrl et i ans deal i ng r.li th ,, 

J. epr c,=.f ,,

and "di =ch¿.rge"?

Le"'iticus 1f,:1-14r 57 contein= the ,, 1eþr {ar }epr-cl=.i-,,

{14r57). L. I. Rabinor.¡it= has noted thst the=e 1ei.¡= hsvr,:

c¡f ten been regarded *a= "thÊ nro=t abst¡-ur=e s.nd crirrp I i c¡ted ,=f

the lat'1s. "[4?] Aithor-tgh it hJã.s cErnrntrn in the pa=t 'r:¡ Lt-rtEt--

pret these l suis å5 =i rirpl e n¡edi cel regutl ati c,ng, thi s .\,i sl.j l-¡åE

tod*iy general l ;- been di snri =sed
Tl-re term "leprûEyr" rrrhen irsed in the oIc rest*¡rrent, íz

not the di =eass rlre today techni cai I;- cal I Þ.¡gl_I_l_i!= triqþ.ËË:

!cr.i go i 
=pcag. 

Jehn hii 1 þ; i nsc'n , tr;,i ng ta rre=scr i be end i den-

tif 'r- it, point= to tu+elve di+ferent c.--nditicns pil-rrch rt c=r-rIcl

include¡ he deliber-stely c,¡rri.t= lepro=.¡ ic-ts þje r-¡cjw !:.ñût{ :tj
{ram the 1ist. t4f,l l{e a{{er= 'f curr dif+erent r-Êåsc'n= r.ih.¡ it
courl d nst be the di se¡=e i.Je ca1 I 1e.pros.¡ tEd.-t.;,: ifn.-:, i t
ef {Ect= arçani c ¡nd j. nsrqani c rnateri;1 el I l,.ei two,, i t r n_

4f,. "l*eprcrs'.¡ :tnd Levitj.cr-t=: rhe F,robleir¡ a{ De=cripticn 3,ndïdentif ic*ticn, " 5¿I f,L il.?77) , -1. 1ó5-16ó.

i.J



cl LtdËs å t'Ji de spectFLtin ct+ c1 i ni cal .f eaturres '¡lhi ch åre nst
t'ypicel d{ ieprcrsy (e.g", r..rhite =pats, r..rhite heir, :,nd it=
arigin in a boil or å butrni¡ thru=e, it apFes,r= t¿ descr-ibe
identifiabte diseaEsg uil-¡ich å,rÊ nat leprcE.y (e.g", furnçu=

type di =ea=e=) , end; f our , the bi bI i cal di se¿ise Ehcrr.¡s ç=r,; j -
dence s{ spread i n the sf,: i n i.ri thi n Eeven to 'f crutrteen rJ;ai,E,

r.¡hi 1e l epros;,, spr=ad= rnurch rntrre sI anl .,¡ 
" E44i

T¡-editional 1y, leprcsy l-rå= frequrentl.r, been Ciscr-t=Eed Ín
phenomenoraçicsl ter¡r¡=. Le.,,iticuts 1f, describe= the phy=i.sla-
qi cal characteri =ticE a4 the di ses=e l.¡hi t e ch-rpter,- i4 i 

=

csncerned wi th spetri { i c ri tursl ects r.llri ch ser1,/e tc cl eEnse

the I eper 
" In the pa=t , l-rtrhJÊVel. , vÊt-y 1 i ttl e rnÉåni nqf uil

i nquti ry lr*= been dane u.¡hi ch f crcur=e= ct-t the theol cgi c=-tI i ntent
a4 thege twc, chapter=. Ti..p i cal 1 ;- the rogt at " 1 eprctsy,,, i E

di =cus=ed , i ts pregÉnce i n the anci ent l.lesr Eest =hcl.¡n r F-

degcription i= given, and then ec,me retionale acvanced at the
trenclursion ettempting to e:<p1sin 'the cleen=ing ritural . Hn

ex*enrple follows:

Since' there ars rsastrn= f cr bel i ei,i ng 'Ll-rst errsti onal
stre=se= frequrently urnderlie the incidence of mt:=tclrt*necus disorder=u the injurction ta r+ash in theJardan ( I I Þ.i ng= 5) rnåy have consi ti tr-tterj ån i rrrpcr-
tant surggestÍ.,,e elenrent in a reginre ctt psychathÉr-å._
py. t45J

l-ho=e u¡ho regard the cL:

sanitation crr ssrne other

rerntr.¡ål s{ the i nf ected

utncl l;,1.i= ås ccncerned wrth l-riÇr=nE.'

rel a'ted rnedi cstl i ==ne år-çu,e il-¡*-tt the

person csnsti tr_rtes ån atteirrpt ts =tap

+4. " Leprc=1; snd LE.,,i t i cutE:
Trensl åt i cn , " g¿I 11 ( 1?7€) , F.+5. Fi. l*i" lJarr i =on , ,'Leprcsy,,
Êbinqdc¡-¡. 1?á1), p. 11f,.

Ê F'r ob I ern of

I LIB , !;ol .

Serr¡s¡-¡ti c= *nd

f, il-la=hvilte¡
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the =pread a4 the di=ease.t4irl Clemer-¡t= sr-tgge=t= Li-r;t the

"1Éprcur= hcurse" regLilatisns =ar-tqht tr: eliniinate .the danrp

conditlc,ns which gi.,,e rlse ta irrolrld, etc, and in tutrnj ,,,r,:r¡,

often be utnhealthy =nd irrå.l.;: E a hcutEe urnsLriteble íctr hurn¡an

l-rabi tsti cln. " l-471 can Er-re actr-ta1 1 .7 rel ete the=e l eprcsr- rr-rl eg

ts pr-tb1 i c heal th and '¡re1{ar-e cc,ncerne? r+ EE r l.rhet ¡-a1= dd

the purri f ,-i nE ri te= pl ey? In r.,¡het real i.rå/ i = the l eper

g==i s'ted? Thi E åFFroach and vi eu.¡ i= ncrt .,,ei-y cEn.,,i nÈ1nÈ.

Is the di sease ã, prodlrct of derrroni c f ci-ce=T Da the
l-opro=y 1ar.rs Évrl',,e outt sl å reaction to ifo¡-eiçn?) prg-

hiþited practice=? u=ing syrnbcili=nr, cË(n cJne =iirrply Iil,:En

l epro=y ts de;th {l'lr-rnr. 1?: 12) tr)F shautl d trne cansÍ der th= si gn

a{ l eprosy åE "å pc'rtent and r.londer ãffrcjt-re the I sr*el i tr== L¡

wå¡-n them açainst slanderours speal-,: inq"?t481 (cf . l'.iurr.'¡. 1" ¡çjt

Deutt. 34: 8-?). t"lany ather eilamples trån be ecl .¡ancEd 
=hal..rii-rç

the di f f erent i nterpret:tti ons qi.ren these reçurl eti ¡ns. ¡.Jc

csnsi stent *pproscl-r i s utsed , hcl-jÊ.,,El- , and rr¡-ln y o{ the vt sL.j=

-rt"e based rn 
=r-rb 

jecti ve pÊr=trnå1 perspectl vÉ8.

hJi th reqard= to utncl eånness rel eted ta Þadi J.'7 di =chårq=
Leviticurs 15:1-f,1 and Deurtsronc,mi/ 

"f,:?-14 aËe .il-¡e på==åçE=

inc'st a{ten referred ta. Êlthourql-r freqlrenti;,, refer-r-ed tc,
there hes bsen 1 i tt] e seri curs di scutssi cn rÊqåI-di nç the f uinc-

tian o{ the "di=chå,rge" requlatione cancerned r^iith urnclÊän--

ne5s. l'lartin l'Jc¡th, in hlE conrnrentary En L=r,,iticut=, nurrnbering

îi-)B Fågc-=, srJencs les= 'rhan å påçE ¡nd one he.l{ cln the tapic.

+ë - Cl ernent=
7

.I- rl 
---_!-ai â ir¿E:¡¡EttL:=,

44. i'1a:n¡anid==

r'l çi¡iiirr¡c rl

"L8.,'i'L,itrLtE, "
, Ib.c Q,fË.q qf.

t.j- I 1 - - -r-..81 r. LJL-ILt c r-=.¡t'L.t ltt=. =-

Q.i Ealt-rEË=, p " 1?i-r.i.



Hal { a{ the di scuts=i on center-- s,round nrstters ccncer-ni nq the
dete end literary qurestir:nE, 'Lhe other harf .rttemp.t= ts
de='cribe the di+ferent rtncleen =itr-tatisn= and the particurlar
putri ty ri tes r.ihi ch l.iourl d açai n render the Fer=ûn c1E;n " In

hi s treatrnent at the I *ulE nothi nq i = sai d reqerdi nq the
nrestning c,f the=e reglrlatian= tri- hor.¡ thei, f it inta .ilre lrrger
conter:t ø{ c1,,'urnc1 thinl,:inE,

ïhe Editcr= of ThC ln!erpreter,E D!s!!a¡*r-v -!t !be
EtrÞ].e " rtnder " I ssLre, " çi i,e cinl y i ts Hebrei.¡ end Greei,: tr-;insl;.-
ti on and state +-hat i t ref e¡-s "tE å di =charge se {rcm a

=urpplrrati nq sclFe trF r+ournd i å bodi I y secreti cn , l.lhetl-r er venË-

real Er not " " t49 l under "Di =charBE, 
,' the Interpre.ter ,= Di c-

Liqnarz 2L !.1:e El-ÞI-c' st¡tes that it is the nsrnrstt F'enrs-

teurchar designation {or gonorrhea end clairns that:

The Le'¡i ti csl regr-rl,rti crn= f or contral i i ng il-¡i =;tnci ent strEurge of humani ty are arîÐng the earl i eEt
on record. Caursed b'¡ the Ugf_==gfl_¡rL q.EEqr:tEËÉË(gonoccccur=), 'tlre disease i= å highl;- in.t:ectioiiJ,
fìrtrLrte in{lanratian of the rrLrctrLrs nrernbrene at the
geni taI tract. The di =ch*rge c:f Le.,,. i5: 1?if i n-
c1 utde= ¡r¡enstruati on " t5r'J l

â cLtr-5trry readi nç at Levi ti cu= 15 l eeveg the r.Êc-rdÊr ¡¡i th
the i mpressi sn that å nurrnber ctl candi ti ons år-€ here ceE-

cri Þed t51 I end that the cûncËr-n i s nat f i rst s,nd f srernost
crtrinç strrrre physicar ailrnent ot- contrcl 1inç,,'preyentinq 

=srr¡E
i n{ ect i curs ep i denrÍ c . 'r'et tire cEncÊFn r.¡i i-h "di Etrl-rarge" h;s

4?. Vol "qr-r tr,

F" ã45.
Fi ñ---Jj, . ,JrJilte

ferred to
i rregul ar

? (l'.Jsgh.¿i11e,: iìbingdan, 1?å3), p.
Harri=an, Vo1 . 1 il.lssh.,'iIIe:

c:'t the treditisnal urncleen bcdi
årE: lrrii-re, FLrE, feces: gFittIe,
rrrenstrut;rti gn,

771 .
Abingdon, 1?ó:),

1,¡ di =cnåt-ges r-Ê-
=efTren , r-eqtrl:,r ¡nd

-:õ



of ten been irrterpreted in thi= "¡r¡edical ,, f ;,sf-ric,n.l_5îl oL.i-rerE,

al cclLrrse, whi: reçard th= ci¡'urncl 1sr.l= ã,s ,,in=tÍnctive,, ûr in

i n thc-i r i nt=rpretsti an a{ the regurl ati an= end =1eo reçard

the great ccntret-n E\,/Er bodi. 1y di scharge å= i n=pi rec b.,, clr-r

" i rr*rti onal revLrl si on ctt enci ent rTrå,n. ,'Igi]

l"lany ct{ the probler¡r= inherent in these inter-pre'tstian=

have al ready been rai sed i n the di scuresi on at the 1eprcs.r,

1st.¡s. Those u'¿ho eCvence EÐrne medi cal l y ori ented i nter-pr-et=.-

ti on a{ the regutl ati ang f reqlrentl y gi ve the i rirpres=i cn that
the pri est= f uncti oned ss ph'r-si ci s,ns. Thi E i = r_rnI i !rel'¡,
howe'ver, =ince nou¡here daeg the text åFFeår to be ctr¡rËÉr-r¡ ÉC

t'¡i th phy=i cal cl eanness burt ri tusl lrncl eã.nne=s (thecl cgi cs1 I ;-

¡rroÈivated). The lai.rs aI=o can not be considered the produrct=

oi i rrati tr'nal thought pFcltrEsses i { the psychcr'=aci s.l i nter-

F]åy invorved, in the tråsÊ st the laurgiv=r, Íg {url1.¡ rÉtrûç-

ni=ed and åpprÊciated.

-8. çQEçLIFJSU

Ïwa inajor de{iciencies which n¡arl: rnost at the treCi-
tionsl interpretations å¡-Ê: i1) Their approsrch ta ti-¡e cl,,'urnci

regurlrtian= proceeds 1*rgel y in piecerneal fs=lrion, i.¡ith lit-
t1u= trürrcEFn fr:r tre;rting the whole rånqÊ at laris *nd inqltir--
i ng i ¡-rta the pa==i b1e e:l i stEncE ai án i nhersnt ccmÍncn dencr¡¡i -
nstor. i ") Li ttl e haE been done to gai n E{n lrndei-stendi n,; ci
tl-¡eir can¡bined gener*1 furncti¡n u¡iLhin the r,'¡r-rch larger reIÍ-
5i- For l'li cll 1enr, h','çi ene and rel i qi an i n thi s tr;sË år=
cio==1 ¡- c¡nnected t"LevÍticLr=r" p" 74)" c.i. a.iE¡ c.l=rrrent=,
"l-EviticLr=r" pp. f,4 Ec,+f,.
É?i':ì" uf . Taamb=, "81Êan .rnd uncl=irrr" p, óJlqi 1.,;=.i1ûÇBr
!=.¡iLicg=, -v" f,i),åt l'li1çrc,m, ',Fibiica1 Dieter.;- Lar.JEr', p" T?ó.



Ë1tLrs tradi ti on.

It has been shstin absve ths{t tl-rÊrÊ e:li=1- å nuri¡¡ber at
different t{å'/= in r¡¡l-rich pe='t =chal¡r= hÈt',,8 =aurçht ta urnder-

=tand the cl,¡utnc1 reçr-rlations in'the biblical te:1.t. The 1al.¡s

rnoet otten i n qutesti an år= the clneE jr-rst di =cutssed " E.,,=r¡ i n

relation tcr tl-rese th¡-ee ã,t.sas, hcÞle.,uEr, ns ca¡=i=tent =cherr¡e
tr*in ¡ccount for thern" The "pc, lenric egain=t tl-¡Ê l-r.-rtiÉrr="

ar-gutrnent m;.y aFFear to accc'urnt f or the n¡e=t l au.rs burt nst
those cc,ncerned aith "leprosy,, trrr "digchgrEE,'. l-l-rrtrgÉ f ccursing

on sÐrfiË rnedi c=-t1 r-lti anal e fl'råy cclrrre c1s=e=t to prtr,1,,i di ng å

scherne r¡hich aFpeårs to deal nrost adeqltately r..rith the thr=e
di f f erent ctrncerns i n qute=ti on. Thei r argutrnent=,, h6,r.je.,,eF ,

h;ve been =horçn to have seriours shartcc,minç= ås r.¡eI I. The

=ymÞc,1ic oF ethical interpret*tir:ns fail in th=rt nt: pi-incipl=
i s advenced thst cån f ai rl y consi stentl .¡ prcr'.,i ds_, si mi I *ir

resurlts r.lith reçard= ts the varicurs 1:tr.¡=.

It iE pretrisely here, where ilre L.Jorl:: at DourgIes, l.leutsnei-

snd Fel dman trenEcendE the csntri br-tti cns a{ past schcl ar=hi p.

Ïn thei r þJor-l': the;' ha.¡e =outght to t*elle seri alr=I y the thu=r¡ls-

gi c*l i ntent ø{ the l ewgi'rers wha LreÊ the veri ou= r*qurl eti r:n=

i rr ån ef {art to maþ:e å parti curl ar pai nt i.il-¡i ch nri qht ef tect
certsin regurj.ts. i¡lhet FJas that speciFic FLrrpc,=e f,=¡- the
c1;'utncl regutl¡tionE åccordinç tc the=e scl-rcllarET 1-heir þJcjr-1.::

i.li 1 I be er: ¡,rni r¡ecl ne:r t ,

'..¡ I



CIJÊFTEF: THF:EE

rLrE_EE qAUTEIEQRÊEy ÊeF,E!ÊçjJ_ES oLrrLJU_E!

Ïhe r=cent wcrrl:: a{ l'1ary Dar-tg1*=, t 11 Jacc,b l.JeutEn=¡- tll and

E¡nanutel Fel dman tf,l rr¡EvEE =i çni { i cantl y be.¡ond the tr;tdi t i cn*i.I

approsrche= and i nterpretati c,ns di scurs=ed i n chsrpter tr¡s.
-[heir incllt=ive approaches end r,..¡lrsI i=tic pËrEFecLi ve= pranrpt

theEe scholarrs to lcrof': far a principle u.¡l-¡ich i.¡ill s,cccurnt

rreåning{ur11y {or s11 the c1,,'uncr reçurlatir:ns and enrbed them

ints å larger theclogical-snthropotcqical thautçht =ti-r-rctlrre.
Thei r i.rorl,:s, i.rhi ci both sr.rppl enrent ancl chal l enge uËã,trh ather ,

wi 11 Þe sr-tt1i ned bel ol.¡. Hour thei, trenEcend previ. cur= ==hcri *r-

=hi p i.¡i 1 1 al si: be shouln.

The '¡i ew= of l"lary Doutq 1 a= r'¡i I 1 be Fx €f,mi ned { i r =t . I ¡-,-
T¡CT

hJÉr- k: represents the esr 1 i est *ttenrp L ta de*l uri th el 1 the

c1.'¡uncI regltlatiansE4l in a comprehensi'¿e þJå./. Tl-re i.isr-f,: s at

I'Jeutsnev- a,nd Feldrnen, who åre inf lurenced ù'y her plcrl.,: r å,re il-¡Ei-r

e:*arnined, DauglaE' secial-anthropolcigical appFoech i= =orr-re-

1. Daurgl es' bc,ol.r, Puri ty ånd Danger: ii¡ A¡Erlyslg af Lhe C¡¡-
c=pt a! F's!!'-t!!o¡ and Jsþoa (Landon: Rc,urtl edqe end r.eqãñ
F'er-rlr 1?óé), fc,curseE rncr=t directly rn the c1¡'urnc1 reçuristi¡n=
i.n the Bible" Other relevant ¡n.-t'terial pr-rblished b.¡ Daurç1a=
l',¡i11 be drauln into the =turd'¡ ã.s her viL=r,.J= åFÊ ex¡,¡r¡inec,?. Ihe ldea g¿ iut Lly i. I rlnci ent Jrrd;,i =n i Lei d,.=n I ,ã. J .Bri 1i l-rçz:--l . -
f,' EtrÞLiçs! rnd Fc,Et-BlbÀ¿ce1 Deilleme¡! and i'lourrning¡ i_sr.i
ånd Tþest aqy il'Jei.i Yc'rl':: Yeshi va Uni ver=i ty, i.TAV Fr_rb1 . Hc¡r=e,
Ï nr 1 A?7'l
4" fql 1 the c1."uinc1 1at¡s cc,ncei-ned wi th the di f f er=nt ani. ¡r¡al =if-¡'=.,,. 11), childbirth (Le..,. 1:), ,, 1Eprtr=.y" iLev. .1 f,-1+i,
bodi 1y "i --=LIEE" iLe\,. 15) , =e:rural rni sdeeds (L=.¡. 1g) , mr scel -lanesurs instrtrcticns to the comrnutnit'.¡ (L--.¡. 1re-!i-)), tj-¡Éprie=t= iLÊ.,'" ?1-:?), .=,nd the varicurs prahibiticnE =c.=tt=redthrcrlrqhautt ccncerning cantect l-ii tl-¡ a c(frp=E crt-E '[ir=C tcrçether
i n her'tl-rËtrr'/.

.-' I



t¡h-rt ffrcrrË ctrrnpl eil , hc,,¡¡ever, and l-¡er

l.;1.¡s u.¡i 1 1 requti re that fiûr-E att=nti an

f url l er t¡-eatrr¡ent o{ the

be given ta i-rÊr u;c'r!l .

Ê. uÊET AAUgt=ÊS_

l'1ar'- Doutç1*= i14Ð) i s i nterested i n di =csveri ng the rc¡l e

that rituralg and =ynrbol= Fial, in å pe.r'ticuler sacisl cc,nteilti
espEtri al 1y hsul they rel *ts ta the bel i e{s, i dees encl ys.L lE5,

of thst society" In her bask, Furr-ity and Danqer: rì¡ rineyLgi=
of csngegt= af F'a!!ur!!g¡ *ard rsþog, =he attempt= tc, =he¡¡ hcw

pol l uti c'n bel i ef = sFe urEed ås "årr å1oçi es {rtr ei:pi-e==i ng å

general vier'¡ of the sc'cial order."[5] As å sacÍ¿tl en.EhrEpc,-

1ogí =t =he åpPt-aeches the Ol d Testsrnent te¡lts {rc,¡t å di {f =r-
ent sngl e than ¡nost El d Testarnent schc¡1-rrE and thr-rs Fr-8..,r de=

sÛrne =utgge=tive in=ight= into the c1,/utnc1 requrl ¿ttisn=. Ee.f are
proceedi ng ta å di sct-tssi sn c,f her treatrnent of the requrl a-
tisns, it is Frelpfr-tl ta or-rtline brie{}y her Lrnderstanding at
the {urnctisn af ritr-ral.s and =ymbols in ssciet.i.

1. R!!ua!s a¡d Sv,mþol =

For f"tD ritutals ;(Fe percei',,ef, aE fil1ed i+ith rîr.-E(ninq.

They åre congid=red åE syrnbol ic actiong which Flãr.i, sn irrrpor_

tant part in their dif{erent sc,cial setting=, she resct=
strangly to snti-ritr-tsl ist='¡¡ho disp:rage ri t,r-t.el enc Lrr¡der--

etsrnd i t ås empty, rr¡eåni ngl e=s ecti vi l;,. She {:EntreCe= L,hat ,,

"it i= feir encutgh that, '¡-itltali:ed' ritural =hsurlrJ teii intc
contenrpt. Br-tt it is iJ. logical to de=pi=e all ¡-iturar" s.rl

=yrnbalic .rcticn aE =utch."[å] ÊccorCinq tc, Þ1Ð, a1l people

5, (Landon: Fisurtledge end i:.egan F,er_tl , 1góð,\, F.ó. l'lari. Dourg1a=, UsLUfeL ÐyqEgt si E::pI q¡:s.ti orrs(l.Je,¡¡ Yo¡-i,: : Fanthecn, Iq7Ð), p.f,.
in

.-'j
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Engåge in ritr-r¡1 activity. Tire "enliçhtened,, l¡eIic=f Ehat Ene

cån =eparste snesel{ iyarn tl-re religiaus, ritur*li=tic 'tenden-

cies øl pa=t å€eE is i11r-rsitr'nã.r,/ becautse it l-¡ åE n'¡iEutndei-=ttsd

both ritural end sncient practices. Althautçh pei-.eprion= a.F

the u,¡orl d nrå',J have changed, hurirr:rn[,: i ¡-¡d conti nue= to sl-rå,re l.¡i th
thoEe ø{ past ageE å degire to si-der end strutcturre the u¡cr1d.

This,, l"lD beIiel,/ee, ie.aÈcclifiFIiEhed b,v, erectinq å

deterrni ned =.¡mbol. i c =-y=t=n. C7 )

üiJhereag sncient ci.,,i1i=atians ali.lay= ursed reiiqiour=
ri tutel to strutctt-tre symÞcl Í cal l y thei r i.¡or1d thi = nt: l onçer

is trlts for e11 today. Althcutgh sonre ff'åy nc: longer consider

thernsel.¡e= "l.eligiout=r', l'lD insiEts .Eh¡t they, tco, åt.e the
pûEges=ûrs s4 ritutal r.lhich orgå.ni=es their r+or1d. tgl

Êcccrrding to HD, it is irnposeible tc: =eparate l-¡Li.rîrå,t-¡

interaci,ian {rdm ritr_ra1 actian.

Ê= ã, =crci al -:ni rnal , rnån i s ä ri tural ;tni rns.L If
ritutal is EuppresEed in one forn¡ ii crÉFs Lrp in
others, rngr-e stronç1'¡ the rnor-e i r-rtense the soci al
i nteracti an. hli thaurt the l etters ct{ condol encÊ,
tel egrarr-r= a{ cangr-rtrrl eti ons the f ri end=l-r i p ots separated f ri end i E not å =oci el real i ty. It h.1E
ntr' e:: i stence wi thautt the ri tes ai f ri snd=hi p.
5,=ci aI ri tlral = create s re*Ii ty r'rhi ch u.rsurl d benathi nq r.¡i thourt them. It i = nat tcrs ¡rruch tc =ai,that ri tutal i s rnclre ta saci ety than words år= tc:
thourqht. t?l

Fy enlivening the rnerncrrTv and 1inl,: inq the present r.:i.Lh the
reL e'¿Etnt past , ri tuel s e=si =t t:nE 1n creati r-rg Eoci el srcer
and realitl,,- t1i-rJ

7 . _Itsid., F. ?.
8. F'urrily Ënd Dangei-,
9" Ibid., p. å".
:fi). Tbid., p. â4.
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Having =hst.ln thet ritutele can be ccn=idered ås ån inte-
gral part a{ Evc-ry scici Êty, l.lD conti nures t.i, ELr€Eesti nç that
the veFy FtrrÞrer al riturals lie= in =ocie-c.¡ itEelf .t111 In
plscing the accent on societ)/, her str-rdy cf ritr-raI =;,mbo1i=nr
snd itE irnportance in regltlating scciel ei{pErience= crrTìeg

clo=e to 'Ehe pasitions prornurlçated tty Dutrllhein¡ and sther=.
5he accepts Durrkheirn'= csntentiong that riturelg in fact
cre;,te societ¡,t1iJ and that in ancient =qcietie=,

alI spiriturar poL.JeFs å,.e p;rt at the =c,ciar e\,=-tern. They expr-ess i t snd pro'ri de i nsti tr_t'ti ong f ar
rnani purl eti ng i t. Thi = rneårr= th.-tt the poþrer i n theutniverse i= r-tltirna'teIy hitched to socie.Ey.. ". t1f,l

For t'lDr God, poþJer and =oci ety sl-Ê al =a cl c,sel y eqltat=d.

I'Jot anly i.s the idea of socisty å por.rer{r-rl irn*rqe br-rt it
al so ha= strutctutre cc:n=i =ti ng ctf both eilternal baurnderi e= end

internal Iine="C141 If a scci.rl grtruF is./Et-.), eilclur=ive it=
outtsi de bcrutndari e= and i nternal L i neE åre \,,=r-y ¡¡eI I ce{ i ned,

These boutndaries e,nd Lines cont¡in por.Jer tn r-e[^iå1,-d con.Forir¡itv

end reputl se attscl,:. t 151

Accordi nq ts HÐ, the hurrnan bod'¡ i s beEt abl e tc ref I ect

=crci*rl fsrrns and cå,n be seen in å =ccietr- åE pl-o.,,icl inq 2.,¡ntto-

1iefi which helps to rnaintain the Eociel Etrurctr-r¡-eE. l"l,-rch ni
l-rEr- r¡lsr[l i s ba=ed cn the prenri se tlrqt ån i nrporta¡t p:irt =i
the trtr'rrrrnsn stscll of =|nbol= r.¡hi ch åre uEed b;- =ocr =ty tc:

creete order and real i ty ari =e f rnrn ,,bcdy 
=.;,rnbo1 i sffr. ,,t 1Õl She

i(:r. IÞid., p. r54.
1i. Ibid., p. ó5 ,q,¿ 114.
1"" Ibid", p" å5" Durr!,:þgj¡¡, E. The
F.e1!g!tr,Lls Life, Tråns. J. Si.rain (NÊ;-
1f,. IÞid., F" 11f,"
I+. Ibid., p. 114.
i5. JE¿d.
1ó. Ibid. , p. 1:1.

El e¡r¡ents¡-y FormE !Í !n=''idr[::: Ca] i i=r, 1?¿rl ),

f,4



l.rri +Ee.

Any cultutre is å =eri=s ai related Etrlrcture= r.rhich
compri =e =aci a1 iorrrr=, ./s'l LreE, cosrnol tg,/ ,t ti-¡e l.lhc, j e
of llnc'u¡ledge end thrautqh r'¡hich al1 Êxperienc= is
rnediated. Certain cltltltral 'thenre= are eiípre=sed by,
ri te= ø4 bodi 1;, n¡ani putl ati on. . " . The ri tlt.rl E ensct
the 'f arrn of soci a1 rel ati ong *nd i n gi.ii ng the=e
rel ati ons i,i si bl e eiípt-eEsi sn the.¡ enabl e peapl e ts
l::nOuJ their úL.Jn societ'r-. The ritlt.-t1s u.¡orl.,: Llp,fn the
bod'- politic thralrgh the =ynibolic nrediutn¡ ar the
physi cal bcdy. t 171

Èr1 1 cutL tuire= LrEe the hutrnan bod;, i n sErne r.Jå.¡/ ta Éi{Ft--ÊsE thei r,-

Eocial elíFÊt-iences. i18l i'lD believes thi= is sE bec*rut=e btdil'r-

symbol = best eirFrÊss the nati on a{ ãn argani c Eoci al =.y=-
tern" i 1?l

Any physi ca1 experi ence o{ the bdd.,¡, hcl.Je.,,Êr , i E *l i,rar-=

i nterpreted thrcutgh soci al cstegori e= wl-¡i ch reprr-=en t s pål--

licr-r1ar l,iEr¿¡ o4 saciety. In aqreernent u¡i th l'1a¡-cel l'laLtss. shE

bel i evEE that the sc'ci aI body csnstrai rrs the trå,y tl-re physi cat

bady i E percei ved si nce every ki nd d{ ;tcti sn carri e= thu=

imprint a{ lea¡-ninq.tît-t1 l"laintsining f'laLrss' positian that the
hlrrnan bødy i s al way= treatEd ås ån i mage ai =cci et.¡ she ad-

vantrE= the hypothe=is that "bodily contrc,l is ån exFres=ion

of saci al control aÞandanrnent of badi 1y contral s j. n ri ir-rs,I

respond= to the requi ¡'ernent= c'f å saci al experi ence r,çhi ch i e

beinq exprei=ed."[:1] 5he =utgçe=ts that i^¡here rc,1 e =tr-urcturr=
in s =aciet;, is stranqLy defineci , there form¡l behsvror r.+lri

be valr-red"t11l þlhere rc,leE åre Ies= hiqhÌ.7 =trutcturred, the
f ! TL J Jr.o. llJr,LJ.,
J-i. tutu,,
18 " I'la!utreÅ
t ñ tL: ¿r1. ¡u.tu.,
?fl Thi -l

.lalrg¡a! de
i,a. ruJ.u.,
-- 

tL i J
'¡"J' ' i9a!J: r

F" r.J'r.
- {-ñIJ. r-r.õ"

Symbgi s,' p. vi i .
r, r..ì iH¡

p . é5 " l'1¡rcel l'lelt=s ,
l¡ F=yçholagle f,? ( 1?f,å)
p . 7i:].
p. 7A
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more vå,lLre i s pl aced on i nf ormal behs.yi ar " tif,l

l"1D wc¡rh= trn the assltnrption that if clne cån 1es,rn how Ë{

Ferstrn utnderetands the u¡orlti nçs ai thst canrpl eil sr-stenr caI l ed

the body, i ts trirgå,ni:ati cn , i ts =pati s1 s.rrangirrent , and i tE

pri ori ti es sf needs, therr c'ne tran r.Jorl-,: båtr[;:r.JsFd snd di sc cl\ter

the total pattern of å =sci ety'= sel f utnderstgndi ng , sr_rch RE

it= perceptian a{ it= clÞJn r.JoF!:: ings, its Ér-Ç;-tr-ri:eticn, it=
pohJer =tructure, stnd i ts cs=rns1 cqi,.

To under=tend l"lD it is therefcre impartant ta remeir,be,-

her '¡i el'J al ri tutal s -+nd ='ynrbols, and the carnpl eil re] ati an-

ship betr.leen the hurrnan bc'dy end the sac:.al bad;-. The hurman

bcd'y i E the natrrral =ymbol systern thrar-rgh whi ch the =aci *l
body medi ateg å perti cul ar percepti on at re*i i t,,- end at the

så,rne tirne atternpts tc' brinq harnrany to persan*r1 sl:is-cL=l-¡ce.

This, she å,FgLres, is particr-tlarl;- trure ctf palluttio¡-r rurleE.

". F,o! 1 ur! i on Ftr_tlgs

Ïhat r.¡hich is regerded ås pol1r-rtion ri- iE p1*ced in
the cateçary aÍ "di rt " pI sys an i rnportant rcrl e i n ever iJ

=sci Et'f . l"!D Þegin= by srglrinq that dii-t i= å r-elati',,e thing
e:: i sti nq " i Íl the LÞyes of the behol der. " slre rbs€r.,,Es that
cjLU" pre=ent day idee s{ dirt is aften cannected tc h.¡giene
a= In her =tr-rd.¡ a{ i,arioltg cr-tl turreg, t'rlc l:.e.f elenrent= of
saci al and cutl tutral úrqå,ni ¡ati ¡n år.e used. 5i-¡e c;t1 l. = thein
"groLtp" ånd "gri.d. " Grclrp ref erg ta =oci:,1 FrËgsLu,-E andindicates the degree Èa i.¡hich ã,n individr-tal rr'åy be contrc,l 1e,lb'y other=. Gri d r=f ers to thase rurl es u.rhi ch rel ate c,nÉ
Fers¿ln to crthers ûn ån eqo-centered ba=is, Here indi',¡iduraliEn¡
ctr'r¡'re= ts the {|jre. Eoth qrsup and grid ãrÊ {urrther urnder=tosd
as ha';inç bath strong and weaþ; tendencie=. Dependinq r¡¡her= ¡,.

=aciely i= p1*ced iin thi= qr-tite cc,nrple:r) scherr¡e, =he be-I'iu=v€E rrruch cån be determined reçst'ding its vier.Js concerninr¡per=cnar end Ec'ci a1 i denti ty, cosrncl cÇì¡ r etc. l.i=rturrel
ãzqEglg: FF- ó5-114.
i+. Fr-rr-!ty ;nd Danger, p. 5
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ånd i E danii nated úlr, trur groi.li nq l;:rior¡Jl edqe of pe.thogeni c

trrgånisrns. He åFee hc,u¡ever, =ti 11 inf lurenced very rirurch brt,

cc¡nventi ons s{ order even today. t:gl In 'the ab¡ri gi na..L

grclLl'F= =he haE stutdi ed there i E nrurch I ee= [lnoull edçe dl bac-
terial transrniEsic'n af di=Êc-tse and yet there fr-equrentl;-

rernains å. heightened åL.iã,I-EnÉEs a{ dirt" Thi E =utqçe=ts ta her

that the ./at-i cau= percepti cns ctÍ di rt ã,re b.¡,-prcrdr_rct= ai
parti curl ar sac j. eti e= u.¡hi ch =y=teirrati cal 1;, crder anrl cl as=i i;,,

--¿!-.-IIIC1LLHT.

5he writes:

Dirt i= nevÊr- å urniqure, isolated event. t¡jhere
there is dirt there is sy=tern.... Thi= ide* ai
di rt talres Lrs strai ght i nto the f i eld of =,,,mttctl i =mand prorni ses R 1 i ntl-t-rp wi th mÉre cbvi olts1y =..¡mbcI i csysteins sS purri ty " EP67

Having argured that ideas of dirt c-tt-Ê part a* å =.ymÞali.c
systern csnstrurcted by å =ociety, she surgge=ts tl-r*qt dirt is
something shutnned, not becaLrse of "f eår,' or ,'hc1y tÊt.rÉr r,' ;r=

has often been assutn¡ed in sturdies focursinç En encient tabcc,
burt it Ís Ehuinned becsturse it Etands in appasitian tc, ardei-.

Furrther , the regul ati ons arlvenced by a soci c=ty 1n i t= st-
tenrpt= to elirninate po1 1t-ttian, dirt '3r urnclÊånnesE, =hor-rid
not be considered aE å negatí're rncvernent, br_tt å= å pc,siti..,e

ef tcrrt to orqani:e the envirsnrnent.l"jT

rql I poI l utti on regltl s,ti on=, i ncI ltdi nq the Ol d Te=tårr¡Êr-r t
c1¡'r-tncl requtl eti c'ns, organi =e the envi ronrnent and cre:t-ce

:3" Ibid.,
not dirty i
drninq rEorrr
--¿ L- 1-aLIIIJL UE TETL
-f 

?LJ Ji,o, .trJru.
-T ;--;;-¡:/r !9r!l . r

p. f5. Daligl;i= qi.,,e= the el{
n thenrselve=, burt it is dirt,¡
teblel fcc'd is nat dirt;* in
on clothinq úF =heets.
p. -r..

;nrple th;tt =h¡e= å,re
tcr pl'rcc- then¡ cn Lhe
it=elf , br-tt Ehar-iÌ,j



Ltnity ø+ ei{perience" They do na't operate in s våÈLr,Lrm br_tt

within å Escial 1y deterrrrined syrnbalic sy=tenr. Onl.¡ r,lhere

there i= strutcture of thor-rght which h¡s cer-taín bannd;¡-ie=,
niårEi ns, e¡rternal and i nternsl I i nes cån tf-rpre be po1 I ut-

ticrn"tlEl Ta urnderstand the =ysterrr ctt putrit;,, rurleE r.¡hich

determines polluttion, is tc, urnder=tsnd rrrurch abouit fl-¡e parti-
cular saciety r.¡hicl¡ git,es rise to that =ystenr.

Fcl1r-rtion rurles, åccÊr-ding to Þio, årÉ s,l=a cra=el .,¡ ccn-

nected to "bcdy symboli=nr" since they ã,t-E veri, freqlrentJ..;,,

concerned uli th the body. She devel ops thi s i n her sturd.¡ rtt

the Le'¡itical regurlatic,ns which wiIl be e:<a¡z¡ined ne¡l-t.

¡. C!e*¡ ånd Uncl ean ån Lev!!!sur=

For I'lD r al l past i nterpretsti ons ulhi ch hai,e linder=tccrd

the rurl es å= meani ngI esg, po1 emi cal , hygi eni c, i nsti ncti ve,

rnorsl , etc., åFe rejected bec;tuge they hå.yÊ,, by and Ierge,
approached the regul ati trrns i n pi eceme.-rI {a=hi on end h;r.,,8

f ailed ts talle serior-ts1 ,- the tstal Etrurcturre of thar-tqht ,¿lhich

envelops sI1 the regr-rlationE. The startinç point fr,r her år-=

the Levi ti ca1 i n jurncti an= r..rhi ch repeatedl r- beçi n IL-

c1./utnc1 reçutl ¡ti crns r'li th the conr¡ns.nd to be hoI .¡. She r¡ri tr=s:

Since each a{ the :.njunctisns i= prefaced by the
cornrnand to be hol y : sE they rnutst be =l p I .q,i ned b..rthst coirrnrand. There mLrst be cc,ntrariness betl^leen
lrsl i nEsE end abo¡ni nati an yll-¡i ch wi I 1 ¡na!,: e clvÊr--c-t.L I
sÉnse a{ *11 the particurl¡r restrictiûns.l_"?l

l--¡alirress i= sorne'thing ¡¡hich is perceived å,8 having t,autnd-

srri es, rnargi ns s,nd i ntErnal 1 i nes by whi ch i t pl sces å

certai n order cn the gI obeI , soci al snd i ndi i,i dr-r:il I =r,et .

''l o T t-. i ¡-{

It- i J
å!l¿ 9::

p. 41.
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Fl acÍ ng the ¡ccent En prder , she ã.r€Lre=, a1=o has the =i_tppart
d{ sÉLtl-Ce criticisnr which attributtes Lei,iticuts to the F,rie=t-
1'¡ strLtrtrE L'il-rGse aurthcr-E' rnast d¡rni nent csntrel-n hJå= wi th
c,r der " t f,,:) l

The' i dee a{ order i n the regltl sti ons i E r-el at=rl tc
holiness which in turn is directly csnnected ta Gc,d. The

significance ct{ 6od's bles=ing is first discut==ed. Þ1D nate=

that, "in the 01d Testarrrent we find bles=ing åE the EsLtrce ctí

al 1 good thi ngs, and the r'¡i thdrawal a{ b 1 essi r-rg åE the strLirtr=

of aI 1 dangers. " IJ1] By ren¡s,i ni nq i n covenant u.li tl-r Gc,d an,l

[:: eepinq Hi = prÊtrepts rsreel r,ror-tl d recei ve Ea¡ 's 
. 
bl es=i nq

which createg order and brings pro=perity tc, the naticn. tf,?l
The f ocr-r= of e11 the precept= is on the idee ctt the hc,l in=s=

cl+ Gc'd r-¡hi ch Hi s peopl e a¡-e ås[,:Ed ta recre¡te i n thei r tr,þjn

1 i ves. hlherea= the hol i ness o{ Ëod rnå./ be urnderstcad. e= the
brosd strltctutre of tlrc,utght, the symbol i c systenr= sr-rb=Lrfi-¡eC hy,

thaÈ strurcture arÊ the i deas concerni ng sËpåratness, ,,.rhc]e-

nes5 r cEirrpl eteness, and perf ecti on " tf,f,l These i,leas 1 i e at
the heart a4 IE¡-ae1 'E lrnderstandi ng ccncerni r-rq tr-¡e bslrnd-

ariest rn,3r-gins and line= which distinçutish betr+een c1,,'urnc1.

According to I{D the=e.1ines 3r-e evident, f or- eireinpLe, in
'[he cgsE o'f the leper r^lho iE utnclean and rirutst renrain E,Êpa-

rated frsn¡ al 1 that is clean bec-rur=e E,the does not repr=sent
t,lhcrl Éness or- perf ecti on. Al 1 sacri f i ci aI *r,ni rrral =, tcc, þjer-E

f,il. IÞ.id., p
f,I. IÞid., p
.-¡¡,. ¡ul.U"
f,f,. rÞi¡=--,
ti anal i dea
L-t J 

----IILJ¿¡IIE5=.
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p. 51, l"lD edd= the=e thr=e i Cees to th= trsdi _
tti " bei nq set åpc-ti-t I " *iE the rrreen i ng beh i nd



hle shsr-rld expect the orif ices at the bo,J;, ta z.yrrhe-_
r i =e i ts =Fetri *1 I y ';url nerabl e pcrÍ nts. l'lstter i s-
sui ng {rorn thern i s rnÃ,rgi nal Etutf t of the n¡a=t
obi,ious hind" Spittle, bloocl I rni1l,: , urrine, fÈceg,
oF tears b'/ si nipl y i ssui ng {arth have traversed the
bor-rndary af the body. t14l

For l'lD the idea ct{ holiness iE urltimately ,'gii,Err e.irpre==ian

i n the r+hsl eness af the body seen ås å perf ect con.tar -
neF. " [J5] Here þJe si mp1 y see th= bady ref l ect i ng tl-:e I arger
structurre af thought "

The abeve observati ons concerni ng pc1 1r-rti sn reI aL=

particularly to the individual . 'r'et ti-re regr-rl.ition= aIstr,

rer ate tcr the ssci al sphere. For e:rarnpl e u wi th reL ati ¡n to
adultery I'lD u¡rites: "it is my belief that people real 1.;,, da

thinll crf thei¡- cltin social environ¡r¡ent ås cansi=tÍng di other
people joined ûr sepåratu=d by lines u¡hich rnltst be r-espect-

ed. "trål crossing ti-¡ese internal lines r^rhich f urnci,ion åE

soci aI berri er= i s treated as pol l r-rti cn becaur=e i t sÊ\,,erE the
trornFleteness and '¡lholene=s of the p;rticltlar line= an¿J rn sr
doi ng bri ngs d i scrrder .

to be r,¡i thc,r-rt bl emi =h "

"perfetrt. " The idea oi

curt wi th regard tc, bady

bourndar i es.

The pries'b, EsFeci;1 1y, raåE ta be

phy=icst1 per{ectian is alsa l.¡crl,: =d

r.rEtstes 1..¡hi ch transçre== the bod;; 's

må,ny rrrr';CgIi3,-

n Levil-icur= 1?.

rfn enC d=urbl e-

=peåi;:iñç ilL oi

l'lD's per=pecti.ve al so scccrurnts idr the
neclLre por l uti an-rel ated regurl c-rti clns f surnd r.

She percepti vel y oÞserves thEtt ccn.Lrsdr cti
dealing .ie.g", the.ft, 1r-ing, fslse witne=s,

'..À

.f ó"
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the deaf (whire smilinq ta their {ace), h-rting =sirrÊone in
ytLrr heart (while presurrnably =Fes.l;:ing hindi.¡ ta hirrr)1. is
againet lrolirrÉss becanse they å,l-e ,,c1e.rr1;- ccntr;dictic,n=
betu,¡een what =eËrn= end '¡lhat i E, " r7,7 j rhese eoci el acti trrnE,

tcc, ds nc't ref lect wholenÊs= and å¡-e, thereftrrre, FrtrËÈ¡-ibed.

Jurst =.s badi 1y trtrffrp1etenes=, whc,lÉness and perf ecti on

refle=ct holinEsE, their clpFc,sites, h;-brids and ather cot-¡fLr-

sions, ref l=ct utnl-r crl ineEs and abanrinatisn. t¡Ji th thiE thearT-

I'lD e:<plains the rationale behind EtrrnÊ of the Eexr-ta1 nrisdeed=

menticrned in Leviticutg l8 and the prohibitic,nE in Le.,,i ticurs

19:1?. 5he å,rgue= that se:rur-e1 relations u^ritl-r beast.= årÉ

proEcl-i bed becsrurse tl-rÊy ãFe å pEt-1,,eI-sl. ct-r. l.lD .,oa*= that ,,the

word 'pËl-1'/ÊFsÍ on ' i s å sÍ gni f i cant irri stren=l. ati on ct{ the r-å.re

Hebrew wsrd leÞheÅ , wl-ri ch hag as i ts nieåni ng , nri;* i nq Gi,-

conf utsic'n. "IIA] 5he believe= this Eån¡E therne i.s c1t L.Jrr[,: Ín
the prahibitions açainst mir:ing of trinds iLev. 1?:1? and

Deltt " 3": ?) " Hol i nesE requri res that el 1 shourl d caniorrr¡ ta
i tE cl sgs and shourl d not create cc,nf ursi sn.

The meat 1 ar.¡g devel op th i s i dea rtf lrcl i neEE aI ong the
5årne 1 i nes. Accardi ng to l"lD the 1rlnd .itnd 1 i.¿e=toc!:t år-E drsurn

i nto the di..,i ne order. by al sa recei vi nq the Þ 1 e==i rrg ctt Gcd..

l"1an'= dr-tt'¡ is to =af egautrd ilri= bIe=sinq E,t, preser..,ing th=
created order . Thsse ¡n i nral e ulh i ch f ai 1 ed i:c n¡eet tf-re nstr=s-

såry criteria de{ining live=toc|.;; fl_s..,. 111f,) å¡-e classified
åE uncl eån. l'.la c'ther rÊa=6n i s qi ven. Tl-ret =i nipl y å.I-s not
inside the preE{:¡-ibed boutndaries. The borderl rne Eåse:, tílE,

=-7
7D

1L J .J!u!u. r
ÎL J JrlJ!9g r

P.

p. 5f,. t'lD ref er= here ta LÈ.,,. LB: "f,,
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rneeti ng strffie ct+ the cri teri a burt nat al 1 , år-e

"inconrpleter" and thur= årÊ utncleãn.lAgJ

f4Ð sLrggests that the nrode a{ l r:canrot i sn i =
di=tingurishing betr.teen cl,¡r_rnc1. The rs.lisnale i
parti cul *rr urnderstendi ng al Gsd 's created c¡rder.

tr{fnsldered

irnportant in

- L---J

Tct çrssp this schenre þJe need to go bacir to Gene=i.s
and the creation" Here å three-{old classification
ltnf o1ds, dÍ vi ded betu¡een the eerth , the þ.raters snd
the firmarnent. Leviticr-r= tal:es Lrp this scherne snd
a1 l ot= to each el enrent i ts prûper h i nd cti eni inel'l i €e In the r.rater sc*ly f i sh sr.ri m wi ilr f i ns. {f n
the earth fourr-legged anirn"-rlg haF, jurnrp trr u¡alil .
Êny cl ass a4 creatutres u.¡hi cl-r i s nat equti pped Frtr
the right .tlind a{ loconrstion in its elenrent i=
contrary tCI holiness. t4{Jl

'Ïhat which trreePs, crawls or Eþiårrns LrFsn tl-¡ e earth i= cate-
gorically pronoltnced åE uncle*n becautse this forrn a{ rr,=.,,etnent

is e:':plicit1y contrary ts hcrliness (LÊ..,. 11s41-44). trJ¡r-, ang

mi qht asl;:? The expl snsti on l,lD gi,,,es i s thet ,

it is ån indeterrninate {arm o* nrcr'¡enrent. Since
the rnain anirnal categories åre defined by their t,¡p-
ic.*1 rna'¡ernent, "s[.JãtFming" t,¡hich is ncrt a proputlsi¡n
propÊr to any el ernent, curts å.cl'o5E thr-= basi c cl e= -si fi cati on. t4t l

The creeÈed order , whi ch functi cns åe å sÍ gni i i csnt deter-
mining factar when eval¡rreting r.rhr:let'lesE,, c{f,nrF1e1-ei-res= end

perf ecti tfr t i s here sl so shor,.rn ts aper*t= as å =.¡nrbal r c

system under the broader strLrcturre c{ thaurqht: l-ial i ¡-¡E==.

E.,,ery =cciety usËs å i,ariety, at riturg,l= snd =.irril:)cri= ta
creetc- order f cr i t=eIf . AccarrJi ng to l'lD the tros,mirs i tsel f
Ëån beco¡rre tltrned in ctn hurrnantlind in LhEtt el 1 tlre.t l-råpp€ns,

be i t storrns, drourght=, persanal t:r =oci al cal åffil t.),, e i --

f,?. The cernel , :-ûcir badqer e l-rã.r-E
o{ urnc 1 ean sn Í rn¡,1 s i.¡h i ch rneet an I ,¡
4'1. Ibid., p. 59.
41, Ibid., p. 5ó.

¡nci guJl ne ål-e nrere =:lei-rrpI e=
part a{ the requi ren¡ent= _
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interpreted in ån anthr-apocentric r.Jåy.l-+11 If Ei3rnetrrl-rE i=
;tcci dentl y hi 11ed onE i-r¡ay ãtsl,r r wh../ that per=on? r"lhy i n that
t'layT urhy at thst particr-rlar time? r.rl-r.¡...? l-hese ccc;.=icns
prompt indi"'idutalE ta {ind sÉrl'rÈ t'/Fe d.F r=E-Ftrrnse i.rhich Þrinçs
order. Yet nra=t people dt: not have the time tc csnstrurct Ër

carnprehensi ve metaphysi c=, ;,nd theref ore å u.¡srl d i,i eur i =
devel oped i n pi ecerneal is,=hi or¡ i n t.esptrnEe ts sutch utrqent

cEncÊrn=. i4f,J Ïcqether wi th atl-rer pi ecerrreal e;rp1*nat i ong i r-r

å pstrticurlar social =etting å J.erçer comnrutnitr- rnetaph;,=ics

evolves which att=mpts to bring c,rder and sÊn=e ta å =itr_ts-
ti on r.rl-rerÊ the=e rni ght i:e l acl.:i ng. t 441

l-lo1 ine55, for I=raelu is the ba=ic strurct,utre ct{ ¡-r6,lrÇht.

It is rnede up ai symbolic systerns i.¡hich filter +*hr-cr-rçh ¡il
the clr'utncl regutlations. The.n¡åny dif f erent 1ai.¡= årÊ in thi=
wå), urnderstoc,d ås =ymbol i csl1y rneanÍ nqf uI regutl ¡,ti sn= r¡;hi ch

t-tl ti rna'teI y poi nt to Gad , Hi s hal i nEEs, ;,nd Hi = cre3ted c,rde¡- ,.

Hol i ness, end al l i ts rsrni f i cati ons åy-e thet r^rhi ch deternri nr=

c1¡'Ltl.]cI sn all 1ei,e1s, Índividutal , =cci*1 end cs=rrr ic. Fr_rt ta
what end did IErael Lrse this ccntreption af haliness?

As pre"zioursly =t*eted, å,ctrEl-ding ta l"lD,, ,'å1 1 =piritutel
pEr.rer-5 årÊ part o{ the goci sl ='¡stem the FEWer ci the
Lrni.,,er-sË iE utltinratel;, hitched to Escisty.,'[4g] It i= ¡t
thi E pai nt where l-rer i ndebtedneE= to hsr di sci pl r ne be.cúrr¡e,:

"'Ér-y apparent. In her firEt treatrrrent of the I=¡-¡elitæ c!,i
uncl l aws she reqar-ded thefi-r ã.8 soci al I y deterrni ned regutl *.-

11T

T4
,tÉ

181t. - []- H:i _

lEi d. , p. ?i:r.
IÞid,, p. ')'1.
Thi E Freelrppci=i ti on at l'lD hråE advs,nced cn p. f,4"
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tian= which p1åy ë( part in the tatsl synibalic strrrc.tutre ct{

thoutght ¡,nd fr-tnction to organize the lrniverse, creating urnity

s4 EilFerience.t4åi t^lith the palluttic:n 1*u.ls effec-t-inç =11
1e'¡els of 1ifel "the u¡hale urniverse is harnes=ed tr: rnen'E

attempt= to force tr,ne s,nother intcr gaad citirenEhiF.,'L47) In

å l ater bssl-r t'lD conceeds tlrat she had clveF 1 cai;: ed the i rnpo¡-.-

tance af the reqltlstians in =etting Isrs,el apart fronr ather
peopl e. t48l Yet thÍ s di d nat chanqe lrer earl i er ccjnEl i-r=i {rn=.

Êt -an even l ater occa=i cn she h¡ri tes:

It suti ts my thesi s weI I that srnal I grcurp= ct{
l earned e¡: i l es i n Fabyl sni e, ccirrsci outE aí thei r
urni qute hi stori ca1 rni ssi on , and ctrnsci suts af .[he
need ta =eparate their= f rarn the cutlturre ct il-reir
conqLreFtrrs, shoutl d have el abarated detai l ed rutl e=
of puir i ty. l'Jcrwher= el se i n the u¡sr I d hss surch
loqic-chapping can=isterrcy. been e:lcel te,l. t4?l
For l"lD tl-r e rEÇLrlatisns fltnctioned {irs.E and forsnrs=.t tc,

create order for this e¡rc1r-rsive societ'/. Frsn her Ferspsc-
tiver pollurtion rurles do nat generel 1.¡ correspand cla=ely tc
moral rltles. E5(il tìlthor-tçfr she n¡entisns fourr dif +erent r.iå:,/s

i n whi ch the l-utl e= måy utphol d the mcrral cadeigl I , =he cs==

nat reqard the bi b1 i cal r.rri ters äs pri mari I y csncerned u.¡i th
ethics trr moral=. For erranrple, r¡¡ith regar-d ts the rule=
focr-rsing cln =e:lus,l nrisdeeds she write=:

ïncest and adt-rltery iLe.¡. Lã:ó-!ù) are s,ge.ir-r=t
haI i ns=s, i n the si rnpl e s=nse of ri qht crder " l'la.-i-ality doe= nat ccnflict prith holiness, br-rt r-rr:lr-negs i = rÍ¡trrre a rnatter of seperati ng tha.t whi ch

46. Ibid., p. 1.
47. Ibid., p. f,.
4€. l.Ja!urrs! 5ymt,t:l s, p. f,B,
+î. -ImpÀ¡sr ! i"leanlngE I E=ssyE
Flaritledge ßr l..eqsn F,¡r_rl 1 I?73.\ 1 p.
5{-r " EUf l_Ly 3[.d QÉEEËr_ : tr . L"? .
3i. lÞid., p. 1f,I.
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shourl d be sÈparated than of protecti ng the
a{ hursband and brotherE" tE"l

Thur=, lar t'lD? Israe1's cÉntreptian of holirr eEs

f irst ts create =ürne se'rrblence a{ incividnal ,

coErni c srder {ar ån eïcl Lrsi've grELrlf, r.Jl-rEeÊ cr-rl turr¡l
åre bei. ng tl-rrÊatened by the rr¡cire ccmi ns.nt soci eti
t i rne,

.-J 
-:-!_r r. gl tL5

f lrncti r:ns

saci eI *nd

baurnd.rri eE

És oi that

blhere*s ÞiD has =aurght ta

ti onE throurgh the scherrre a{

soci*1 order, Jacob Neutsner

i nterpreti ng thc- 1aw=. Hi s ,,,i

rtnderstand the c1¡'urnc1 r-eqr_tl e-

ha] i ness whi ch þiås r-s cl-Lãåte

Ltses thu= i d== s{ the ternp I e i r-¡

er{s wi I I be e){ årTri ned neil t .

E. ¡ÊçAE UEISEER

.jscsb llet-rs¡-rer (Jl.j) has ÞrÉr.[;:ed thrcr_rgh the di f f =rent
biblical and talnir-rdic literatr-rre ccncerned r¡ith cl¿urncI le-
gislstion ffiEl.e thc'ror-ig1y than perhaps åny other csntFrnptrrs,rjv

schol -er " rn Lh.e lde¡ qi futl-Ly Ln Êrçl_e!.!. ü.1!dr¿_=n, Jti .=

ob jecti'¡e i s ta shotl hoti the c1 z'urnc1 reglrJ. eti ons hår¡e ÊvcI.,,EC

throuqh succe=gi ve f orrns a{ i nterpreti an i n ;.ntrr. Ênt

Judai =m. t5f,l rif ter he has I õti d artt thi s I.ånqe af i deeE

histsricelly åssgtristed with pr-rrity, ¡nd has shor.rn i:oth trtrn-

ti nuri ti es and devel apment, he hc,pes to ha.,,e Ehcwrr that there
ÞJå,s ntr) sinqle =.¡stem ur=ed to in.lerpre.t the ru.leE. He dce=,

htrt.'ier"er, ad.rantre ;1 E'i,stern ari sing aurt of F,r but- {or hr irr i t
rnerely represent= ûnE approacl-r.

For Jl.l the puri ty l aws i n anci ent Jurd-¡ri s,r¡

end hi s ctrrntrÊr-n Í E nst ts i nquri r-e abolt'L, thei r.

ål-s å gl Ven,

e-ri g j. l-r burt

J¿" -Ib¡c=-
-lb¿d=

s V . -r.-¡.
r P" I+"

"tJ



råther the rstic,nale behind their partÍcurlc-rr Lrse try ¡-r É

different biblic.:.1 r.Jriters. t¡jith regards to their- cr-igÍn he

simpl;- slrçqests that "first ctrmes the practrce a{ nst =tep-
pi ng cn the trrsrcl:= i n the cenrent. Then ccffrÊs the star y, abaut

bad llrc[,:. "[54] 5o qlso he inter-pret= the cizr_tr-rcl rutles.

According tc, Jl'J it is ntr langer po==ible ta detern¡ins thr=

p=ychic history r¡¡hich gãve ri=e ta this inrpr_rrit-¡-phobie. The

ffrcrre siqnif icent qure=ticn í= u-rhr- they þrer-E Lrsed b.i the våi--

islrs writer=.

Althoutgh tl-¡E focurs of this sturdy is rn Jl..l'=, pai-tic,*r1*r

vi er+ of F''s Lrse ctt the reçlrlat j. ons, i t shoutl d be rrcr.ted th*t
hi s bosk sl so deal s uli th the nråny sther bi bl i csl r,¡ri ter= i.¡ho

Ltse the c1¡'uncI cancepts" iif ter edvancinç the vèil-itrLtE bibl i-
cal LtE'es ø{ c1,,'lrncl thinlling, ås ourtlined i:y Jl',1, s.ttenti=n
wi 11 be restri cted tc, hi s treetrr¡ent ai the l a¿.r= i n F,"

Êccording to Jl'lr {outl' dif+erent nrÊaninç= åre as=igneti tc
c1¡utncl in the nrn-priestly i.rriting=x trne, impr-trit.;, is EÉÉr-¡

aE å =ign s{ rejection ai rF by God (Iss. f,5:B¡ .jer. f,f,:ãr
E¡ell . it-llI)'" tt'lu, idolatry is csnsiderec å strLrr-ce a{ lrnclEår-¡-

nEss iEen" f,5:"1 E=e!,:. 3t-r:f,rli f,õl"E) ¡ three, impr_rrity i= si

sign of ¡nc¡r=,l e.¿i1 iGen. f,4:i-1.f,t E:e1,,.. "4.:11)t and feurr, ti-re

land rnåy becs¡r¡e utncles,n becaltse cti e.,,i1 rJcirrqs ifrequrentI.l,,

h*eving to ds t'¡itl-r idc'1e'bry E=ei:,, .fó118). tSgl 'l-hr= rrret;.pircr-

icel Lr=e o{ lrnclÉånne=5 åE Sin, Jl,J SrgL[es, is nct, l-¡5þj6r.,Ei.-:

characteristic at F. "þlhi1e the pr-ie='t1,¡ code Ê-rpFrsEtche.E .the

54, ihe ldea r:j
55. _lÞ¡d. , FF.

Furrity, p. 7.
r.j'- J, J.
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{romlf in-i1 1'¡ carninç ta the+- cE,ntrIr_tEirt-¡ .,'tEól

In hi s tres,t¡nent g''F c1.z'urncl , Jl.l Ei-rúHs Eteti sti ca1 1,¡ the.h

the tr''¡c, tern¡=, Lilâ¡ s,no L¿qÈ', i1) n¡o=.t frequrently slrrf¿ice in
F snd i:) otrcLrr clrief 1;- in ref erÉncÈ to the curl t: r-est:-ic-
ti ng entry i nto the terrrpl e. t57l The ccncl ltsi sn he re:.ches Í s

thst:

F'urity in Israel ite tiirre= i s presented b,i thepri e=tI y code ãs pri mari 1 ,r, c-i cr_rl ti c trúncern. . . . Éì1 1

sÐLrr-cs= o{ impurrity sccording to th;rt csde prcrdr_rced
å si nql e pr-rcti caI resutl t: r:ne rnurst nc't enter the
Temple. All rite= c,r- purrification ;tÍrired s.t trne
goal : to permi t parti ci p-rti cn i n the cr_tl t. t5E l

Uncl EårrnÈs= re=tri cted clnE f ronr enteri ng the templ e i.¡hi t e

being creenr otr clee.n=ed, permitted entry. The .tacsI pain.t

{cir F', therefclrÊ, is the temple.

According tc: Jt'|, the f act thsit these Lar.rs åpFeår- t¡ i:e

concerned primaril'r- with ritural and tenrple purrit..¡, and th.rt
i t i s the pri e=ts i.rhs åre tlre 1*ws's rns=t ¡rdent pr-trrir1-ri Ë;,,-

tors, Íneäns that "wE åFe jr-r=tifiec in c;11ing i.ì: ;-(r-r icea-
1Egy a system ct-'F ideasr"[5?] "priesLl¡, propåilånd¡.,,[ái:¡]

Hor^¡ doe= thi= "=ystern ct{ ideas" wc,r}r and hol.¡ co the di.f{erent
1ar.rs +it intc' this =cherne? It is st this paint ,¡rh=r-e Ji.J

atternpts tc, LrsÊ the åppros,ch df l'1D.

For HD, the pollrrtion rurles pleyed ån irnpor-t;¡nt pc-ti-.i- 1n

=è. !Ef_d.., p. 
"1"i7. JEi d= r ll . "b. The Hebreu¡ terr¡r {ctr "Lrncl e:i,n,' ÊccLrr=ð4.37'" in Le.¡iticurs and l"lLrrnbersi 19.5?l in E=e1.,: ielI c-tFrc :{_r?:el =eu¡hEre. The octrLrrreñtre {or cIe-rn i= 4A-7T in Le.,,itrcr_r=and irlutrnbersi 14."7 in E=ehiel snd Chronicle=t 15.ó:i in Ei:s_durst snd 

"=.q,1: erser.¡here. Jt'J does r-ra.t provide tl-¡e pr-=c:L=e
ci tsti EnE, hc'we..,Er- , onl y the þookE i.lherei n they åre f sund.58. IEid.., p. 118"
3?. IÞ.i d. , p. 8.
åi:!. !b_iË.., p. 34.



the lines o{ stt-ttctr.tre which clas=if ied end crrdered I=re=l'=
corporate experiences" F"s conception ctt holiness perfec-

ti sn , ulhol ÉTrË5E ål-¡ d cclrTrFl etness caurl d be consi dei-erJ ås the
bs{sic =trutctutre at thor-rçht i.lhich bia= et the ctrr-E ctt thi=
large =ymbolic s;-stenr. Thi= systern is in pert adaptec b.y Jl,l.

He ftål:: e=' Ë( si gni í i cent chsnge, húwe',,er , *nd p L;rce= the ternp 1e

at the cEnter. Havi ng shcr,-¡n F' = cl ose trünnecti an and cclntrErn

with the clrlt, Jl'J contends tha.t the cl,,'urncl I¡,r^,r= fi:cLr= !n
the ternple itself and its 1;rrger rneË{ning. He Þ:rites:

E:r tsnt i deaE ., centered cln the Ternp 1 e , ,¡bar-t.t pr_rr- i ty
and impr-rrity in rnicrccc=rn reve:.1 å concepticn far-qreater than themselr,/es. They shoi.¡ hc,r.¡ the day-ta-
day i sslte= sf coinrnutni ty and cc'rnrrtrtn I i f E L.jer-e urnder-
stood in terrn= a4 the cr_rlt. tå11

For F'r JN ä,rELres, the ternpl e becarne "the clne poi nt i n ï =-
rael 's I i f e Lrpon r.lhi ch the the 1 i ne= ai strurcturre bath

ccrs¡ni c and soci al cEnverge. ,'[å:]

l'lcr"'ing å,L.Jå,y {rctm i^lhat i'lD ccnEidered å= the l:: ey ts Lrnco-

veri ng F" s l arger systern at thor_ight, Jl,l t,o1d1r- egser-t= thst
"the'ziewpoint dt the priestly code hss been irnpased Lrpcn all
the lewsl the c'nce'n øî al1 the lar.ls is, pr-iirr:triIi-, cutltrc
accep'tsbilit;-, sEcEndarily, halinEss.,'[ðj] It i= i¡-c,rn thi=
per=pective that he interprets il-¡e cI.,,urncl 'lei..r=. 

þji th the
prirnary cc'ntrEFn beinç cutltic acceptabiiity i.t cúrres ås littl=

=utpri se tl-¡st he rrrëi,[:: Ê5 no attenrp t ta rn¡or-l': o4t å detar l ed

r*rtranale {dr the cl,,'utncl laws in LÊ.,,iticurs 11*I?.
In hi= brief treatnrent a'f the c1,,'urncl aninr,rls, Ji.J =impI;r

stet== that "we år-e nc,t tal¡J FJh), these particr-r1;rr ¡ni¡r¡-r1= å.r-=

å1. Ibid.,, p. 
"4.ó". Ibid,, p. 
"?.å.f. Ibid., p. lr:).

to



Ltntr1eã,n"""" Ali 1i..,inE creatnre= år-e sinrpliu divided Íntc,
clean end lrnclÉå,rrî withar-rt er:planatisn.,,[Õ4J Ftegarding the
uncle-tnne=5 a{ a þJtrrnån èiftL=t- childÈ,irth, i-rÉ ¡;rites thi+t ,,r..rÊ

å.Fe not tald the natutre ai her '=in'r,,[å5] br_rt rrrerÊ1;,. thet
she rnutst purify herself ;nd that 'the pries'e ¡rrust mål:É "-ttün-
rnent {or her. JÌ! surggest= that there i s el=o nr r-sti cnsl e

gi';en f or 'lepr-o=y' in arganic trtr inorganic nraterisl . Al-
thot-tgh ncl Ein is =FÈËifÍed, the prie=t r.iå.s =iirrply, to rrrå1,: E

atonernent f sr the di =-eaged Fers6n trl- holrss. ln di scr-r==i ng

the unclÊånnes= ef badily discharçe, Jl,l paÍnh= tc Le.¡i.L,icur=

15:31' which is ã. part of the bibf ic¡1 teilt surtlinir-rç thi=
particutl;,r law: "YoLr =ha11 treep the peopl e cti IErael =eparate
{rorn their uincleånnÊs=, lest tlrey die in their utncleannË=s by

def iring rny taÞernacle that is in their nridst.,, He then

as=ert=, "her-e in å, =ing1e sentence iE the cc'nrplete pi-iest.l ,¡

i deol ogy of purri ty. Al I rnatters aÍ purri t;, att.-ti n i mpartåntre

becalrse ct* the cr_rl t. ,' [ éé ]

Uncl Eanness aÍ Eeilural rri sdeeds i = tre*ted ssnrer.¡hsi di +-

ferentl'r-. Here f.¡e find the strihÍng orniesicrn af the tenrpli=

clF cut1t. Levi ti clrs 1ã:34-18 and ?r-i: î" rnål:: Ê å cl e:tr trúnn=c-

tion bett'leen utnclÊå,nnes= throurgh seilutel miEdeeds and uinclså-¡.-

nÉ55 ci the i and. Yet thi s cres,t=s f eu.r prabl srns {;.¡i- Jl\.¡, iie

simply ccinnects the ci-r1't ¡¡rth .the Iand:

the cu1t, rnur=t be llept cIesn. . . . The

nÊr.J jci ned tc, the pec,p1 LË: sl I three

" EG tl-re l and r 1i l:e

ct-tl t end the 1;rnd årE

rntr=t be l': ÊFt f r-ee af

å4" IEid", p"
t:5. IÞi !." , p.
Òö. iEid.", p.
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irnprtrity""lõ71 rn this perticr-rlar Iarnr, Jl.J surggests, trnÊ csn

begi n ts see å =1 Í ght dÊ.,,elaprnent år.iå./ irart ã sol e cúntrÉrn

i.¡j. th tlre tenrpl e=.

TL- Ì -.lne 1åhJ= concerned i.¡i th the urncl eannE=s al the cúi-psÉ

å,rE interpreted rnuch I i ile the earl ier crneg. They ar-E "rrEt

er:p1ained, brtt är-e ts,h: en lar granted. ', táal Altha¡rgh ¡rrs=t

i nterpreters i n the past hå..,,Ê reçarded these I ewg ås di rected
t'cj all f sraeliteEr Jl.l be1 iEVeE th¡t tl-rEy ãr-e îtcrre EpetrÍ{ic=.1-

1 y cc,ncerned wi th tl-¡e pr i e=thood *nd *r1 1 ilre hol y th i nç= af
the cul t " Thi s ctr'ntrl ursi on r,lel1 hi qhi i ghte ta whst degr=e

JN's notian ctt the temple end the cr-rlt detern¡ine his utn6er.-

standi nç ai cI r'unc1 reçu1eti ons,

According to Jl.l "the priestl.¡ lau.¡s anc nsl-ra'tives
rernain gtrih:ingly reticent ebattt what lies behind ti-re =peci-
f i c rlrl es øt urncl esnrress. " E6?J AI mast ncl cl ures år-e pra.,,i ded

r=garding whs't lies behind the variours pr_tritr- reçltls.tipne"
He offers å few ct| the tr*ditionsl e:lp1åi-r c-ttionE ad',,*ncerl in
chapter t'¡,ro a4 th i s str-rdy , butt ctrntr c-des thet al I f er I to
accournt adequrately Íar all the Iar..rs. Urtiinat,.=ly, he c{f,n-

cl udes, EnÊ cÃ.n aFqLrÊ anl y that "behi nd al 1 af them the
prirnary idealcgical motif is cr_rltic purri.ty",,E7qJ

For Jl.J the ternple åFrd the cult plåy å ver.rr =ignific¡nt
rale. The prie=ts EspÊtriatly vieL.Jed eII the rJa.¡-t:c-C.e.;,,

i s=ure= a{ tl-rË cairrrnuni ty thrcurgh ,'templ e-cutl t spects.tri es. ,,

Althoutgh others þrere to Lrse the clz'r-rncI symbal= Ín differen.t

clo -
Åq

7t-j "

IÞ.LÉ.,
ILJ Jtulu.,
rLJ J¿lJ.tLJ.,
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ÞJåi/s ånd {ar varioLrs reåson=, Jl.i bel reves that F' LrsËE them

a1n¡ost exclr-tsii,e1y in cc:nnection with tenrple purrit.¡"

In å, later br=c[': thiE r,,ieþi is =Iigh-tIy altered, In it Jl'J

m(fvEE clsser to the pastÍon ct'i l'lD b'¡ plscing les= enrphasi= cn

the temple å= the prÍrnar.¡ center in f"e- strlrcturre ctl thaurght.

The ternple nËrt{t beconres fficlre integr-ated r,¡ith sther inrpartant

themes:

f{hen þJe enter the sy=tern of putrit',;, þJe cûn¡E to ti-rË
pi.rat a{ the worl d: Tenrpl e, the irol i eEt pl ace af
the holy Land a4 the hol ¡- pecple, Israel ..., Lif e
or-ttsi de i s 1 i ved i n a.ccord u¡i th the rurl es clbser.,,Ed
st the center. Dangers and thre*ts tc' the center
bsde i11 also {ctr the life at the periphery.tTll

ïhe ternpl e o al tsr end hal y urtensi 1s ,ar-e, i n Jf.l'E I ater i.Jtrr!::

mclrE cl osel r- al i gned wi th the hc'rne, t*-tb1 e and l:i tchen r-rten-

gi 1s. Here he i ncorpcrates i nto hi s perspecti..,= cne dí the
critical cornrnents rnsde by I'lÐ in her "Critiqute :.nd Cgnrrnen-

tåry, " pl aced at the end st l-r i s earl i er l¡ccrl,: " 87"7 1- lLi 
-

later study he concedes that ¡1 1 the clz'utncl rurles ar-e tietl

together i n ã =i ngl e systern ¡nd cclnveFçe :tt nc, =i ngl e poi nt

in the va,risus laws: "Eú the Ternple is not tl-re on1,¡ lacur= aí

cleannsgs ctr sanctificetion.,,[7i]

This lster shift in pasition siçnificantly rrndermine=

hie prei'iot-ts cantributtisn and the cclnclurEione st which he hed

errived" His attempt ta ccnstrlrc't å p*r-ticr-rI¡,r 
=rhEr¡rre=

throutgh r.ihich sl 1 the .¡s,ritrLrE 1*u,ls ãFe E:rarnined iE ctriïr¡r¡Énd-

abl e, hol+e'rer. Ernant-rel Fel dnr.-tn i s ;nather Echcl "-rr l.lhc ha=

7L- flelha=d and l'lean_inq !n Êns!=¡! Jr-tdaignr il'lr=sar_rle:
5chslårE, !?7?) ; p. 11rå.
7". ''Critiqure and Can¡inent;i.-yr,, i¡ The f.dee o{ Eurt¡ly !n
Êr_rgl_Cn! {.t!Ë.Él_=q (Lei den: E. J. Erri 11 , L?7A) I Fp. 1f,7-1+".
E=p " p. 14i1.
7-4, Ilelhc'Ë ånd lJganing, p. 1"7.
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attempted ts Lrse thi s ti-Fe of åFprcsch.

be e¡lsrnined ne:lt.

lli = perspecti.,,e r.¡i 1 1

Ç " EFlAtiU_E_L E_ELBf']ÊL{

' Enr*nutel Fel dnrsn { EF ) i E r+eI 1 å,tJå(re ctt the wclr l,: -,:t l,,lD.

hihereas he sLrrnffiä.ri:es her prsrl': ú,r, ststinç that, "shÉ e;rplains

e'rerything tr'n the basi= o{ 'holinÊEs' j"f.74l ane cän Eurnrrnari:e

hiE u,¡or!:: by =tating that he expla.ins everr-thing En the ba=i=

ni 'death. Fc'r EF, the cancept o4 de;rth j. = ce.ntr;tl i n hi. s

i nvesti gati an of def i l ernent i n the 01d re=tament ancJ the

Hala!;åh. Death is con=idered the ctrrrnplete opposite to.Gcd ;ind

anythi ng wi thí n i t= sFl-¡Ere i s can=i dered estråFrÇu=d f rc:¡rr the

divine and is, therefEr-e, urnclean in the Isr;ielite etrtrn¡îty"

Thi = the=i =, presented i n candenEed f orm here, r.ri 1 I be de-

veloped below.

In his sturdy of the c1,¡'rrnc1 regurlations,, hel 1i!,: e pllrr

al so .-ttternpts to Lrse i3. par-ti cr-rl ar scherne r¡hi ch wi .l I rïã.1.,: Ê

sÊnse a{ the var-islrg 1au,¡s and tie thern together- in =ûme

orderly fashion" In hi= bc,gl: he å,r-gLres thst "hEr- BL.rn Frtrpo-
s¡lE, i,thile ltniquter åre sc'rneurhsr'E inadequtate and ctrcåsj.onEil1;,,

Éven et"r-trnetrLrs.. ". F'raf . Dar_tgLss'e scheme daes nat sccournt

rctr the ritursl di+fÉrsnc= inherent in livinq and dead

thinqs."[75] He beli81./es that the concept dl de.=ibh., lrnder-
stsad corr=ct1 -¡, cän as=i st úne i n utnderst=ndi ng the veri ¡urs

cl ;'uincI l aws.

ïn hiE first chapter he Eturdie= the concept a{ death in
ancient sc,cie'ties. He atts,c!:: s Fre=er s,nd clcl er-anthrapalo.-

7rl E¡El¡cs-l
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gists t''lho have prornltlgeted the view th.rt ther-e eilis'L,s EclffiÉ

ti-pe cf urni f orrn reecti on to death r úne o{ {ear and hc,r-

Fûr"t7ól He points to =e.veraI pr-crninent 01d l-est=t¡r¡ent 
=cl-r c-

l ars u'¡ha csnti nure tc' eee mã,ny at the rltl es ås i nspi r=d b,r,

fear. He rejects tl-¡is .¡iew and regard= it åE tata.iLy
rrnf ounded "

ïurrning ta the þrorl-:: a{ Fiadcli++-Err-own, sy-I.rie Anthony

and ather=rE77l he atterrrpts t¡ shcrr,r that fear d{ de.eth iE nat

ån i nsti ncti ve behavi ar br_tt crnE that i =' I earned. T-
LtI átI

ef f ort ts show the rol e whi cl-r clrl tutre pl a.¡s i n sh*pi nç c,ne 'g

"vi ew a{ death he bri ef 1y aurtl i nes the di f +er-ent årrci Ènt l.lear

Eastern per=pecti.¿eE on death. Af +*er exsmi ni ng hap death wås

'¡i ewed i n Egypt , l'lesopotarni a,, and Ëanaan , he cclntr l urdes th=t ,

the respon=e aS the anci ent worl d to death rn.¡ni -fest= itself in severel {cri¡rs: in ån attenrpt .la
ignore it, in a pl-rysical effort to clvÊrtrEmL= iL, -tndin å rnatter-of -f act acceptence ai it= f inal it'y" i7ä1

Deper-rdi ng LrFEn the scci ety i n r.lhi cl-r úne 1i'¡es, trne 's i ndi ge-

nELts vieul a{ death will sutrel'y =hape clne'E þlg1!s¡scl-rã,Ltl-trrll ,

lÀJith thi= intradr-tction EF then rnove= En tc e:larnine IsraeI'=
urnderstandi ng ctt death and ts =i:pl ai n i t= il-real cqi cal =i gni -
f icancer Especially ä= it relateg ta Israel'e .,,ier.j ct.l

c1,,'uincl .

In hi= =turd'¡ s{ tl-re bibric;.1 te:.1t, he =r-rqge=t= Lh¡.t cnË

csn 'tind in the varic,r-rs Få58åqes deal inç r^¡Íth the topic o*

7c:. I_Þid., p. f,.
77 " Ibi d. , p. 7 . F:adcl i {f -Brcwn ,
custorng ai tl-re Êndsrman tribel peapl
did not c{rrîE nat,lirally to :he peopl
*ntl-ron¡,,, h;,.,2Ínq =tr-tdied chi I dren' s
trtrntrIlrde= that Ëear o{ desth i s not
78. -IÞid=, F. 11,

u+ho ha= =turdi etl ihe butri s1
e, ha= cEnclr-tded tl-rst {e¡i-
E br-rt thst i t r.Jås l estrned.
react i on ta death , .iL --s
i nsti ncti.,,e burt I =erned.
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death ÍtE el ement c'f f ear clr hc,rror i n I srae| s reacti sn to
death" This i= trute alEc' o{ the trclrpse deiilen¡ent r-eçurletÍonE

t'thi ch he reçard= ã5 Fre-rccLrpi c-cI i-ri tl-r rns.tter= oi de*th " t7?l
Even thoutçh cc'ntact r¡rith that l.lhich þjã,s deed brcrurght sbor_tt

the langc-st period o{ de{ileinent, there is ncr evicerr cs cti

fear r,¡hich åcctrrnrpånies thi= period.

Acccrding to EF, Israel's atti Eutde absnt cleatl-r di++erecl

FernË(r-tr*b1y i n å pa=i ti ve EenEe irctm that d.{ i ts nei gh-

bor=.[8t:t] Death is å given end the life Eod gives is i;1-¡rtþrr-r

ta be limited. Êlthourgh the ideel is tp die "c,ld and fr-r1 I c'(

';-eåF5r" the Igraeli'te l-':net+ that de=ã.th coutlcl nat be q\,/ertrtrrñrrÉj,

contrary ts I =rae1 ' s nei ghbors i t a1 ss qranted ntr, ,,nr7.l-hcI c,-

gi caI púþJEr ta destl-r si nce there i s anl y ünE Gad. ]-here-
fore, there åFÉ ncl mythopoeic {snta=i=s, riturel=, or e{{r=rtE

to rnai ntai n a I i nl,: wi th the dead. ,'[91 ]

F-e=ic ta Isr*el 's world viÊp¡ i= the f act that God rs the

=overeign and only Lord of the univerEe. EF rejects the
views o{ thase =chslers who argLie that 6od,s pclh,er did not
e:ttend into 5hea1 .tarl F'=aI¡r¡ 1f,?¡€, rï:7, E5:1r, ?jz4¡ Jc,b

11:7-ã, 13: !3, iot åi FrEr,,Êl-lf,s 15. 11¡ Hcsea 1f,: 141 Isaish
7:11; and Deltteroncrny f,i:1" aÍ-e alI ursed ta nra[,:e.the pcint
thst Gc,d hJã.s consi dered to bc- rurl er Ever *1 1 , i ncl r_rdi nq the
utnderwarl d. In ån ef f art ta eilpl sr n those päs=ågee whi ch prcl-
7q" IÞ.id.., p. 1f,.
A{:r. IEid.r_, F. lE
ã1" IÞ.id., F. 1¿r.
B?" Fas=age= r^rhÍch årÊ freqr-tently used t¿ åFqLre thrE pa=i-tion ar* Fs. oró; FE. BB:11-1ïi and Isa, f,g.?.f+. Even å.schol ar I i ke Yehe= l-rel l.:.euif rrånn , r.rr th hi = =t:,-onç msnathei =ti cpo=itÍcn stat== thsL, "the realrn nt t_he de;d.in Israelitereliçic'n is gadlÉss.," ir¡ The EsÀågåEn gt I=rael , Tr.ans. r'rosheEreenberg il.Jew Tart:.1 Schact,:errr--lFTill p. f,14.
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clåi in that the dead trãn nst prai se Gc,d he edvance= tl-re ci =-
ti ncti crn bett'reen God '= itrr-EEÉncE and Hi s pilr.Jer. Eod ha= priAJei-

EvEr desth s.nd Sheo] br-rt He is ',Ltnable t¡ be prÊsent in dee.l_h

bc-cautse thase t¡i thor-tt 1i {e trãn hc-rVÊ no rel ati anshr p urÍ th
Hirn. " [8i]

Fsr Isråe1 , God iE ccrnsidered the deit.¡ ctl lifs r,.¡hc=e

prinrary characteristic is hi= cre*tinq, 1ife-gi.ring nå.{:Lrrr-=.

In å u¡srd sturdy f ocr-tsi ng En the di f f erent nã{nree ct{ Gc,d EF

repeatedl y hi qhr i ghts the connecti on rnade by the bi b1 i c*l
r¡riter= betureen God end 1i{e. lle ctrF,c1r-tdes thet:

the I i i'i nBnsgs of God i s Hi s f ltndEt¡nental end ¡lri -rnäry charactçriEtic. Deathr åE the apposite e{
I i {e, i = tl're url ti rnate opposi te of 6ad. God i s the
Lord o{ 1i f e, and whi 1e He rurl es de*th and 1 i f e o He
constri ousl;, r^li thdraws {rctm death and Eepårateg
l{irnself f ro¡rr it. tã41

l¡Ji th thi = i-tnder=tandi ng of deatl-¡ å,s that ¡lhi ch i = =ep;irateC
f rorn Ëad who, "r.Ji =hes ttr, r.rcrk r.¡i thi n the ct:ntelt si
lif e' "[45] EF as=ert=: "it i.s 1ihely, theref cire, that the
bi bl i cal z'rsbbi ni c l aw= of LgrrlÉh. rÉpFe=ent ns.t tabsaE, br_rt ,å.

nranifestaticrn ct{ tl-¡e abEence of IÍ.fc-."Igó]

Ha'ri ng di =ct-t=Eed the bi b1i csl vi eur of destl-i ;¡nd t3c,d, EF

tutrn= tc the c1,/utncI reguil ati ons and itterrrpts ts sl-rclr.,J htr,i.¡

thiE view trãn eirplain the varisurs lsr,rE. He beqin= urith the
ctrrpee l eu+s whi ch Ë(FE easi I y e:rp1;i ned f rorn thr s perspectr.,,r:.

L{t-tt r'¡hat ebsutt those requl ati cn= csncerned wi th i ssrres lrtrtrt

the body, leprcs';,, etc.? EF explaÍnE:

rcf,.



1t is significant that in these irrstantrEs, toe,
adu¡nbrati sns of death absence of I i f e åre prÊ-
Eent. [¡Jhenever ani- con=ti tutent eI er¡rent ø{ hlrrnan
life is lcr=,t, r.lhether ít be the loss at ån ectuai
l inib crr the las-_ af ..,ital ph.¡sical f lurid=. . . . tgTl

Serni n-rl ernrni ssi sns trr menstru¡ati on, bcth con=i dered äs ,,.,, 1tål
f 1r-ri ds, " thurs def i I e i+hen l eai,i nq the bad.y .

Even å certai n fiÊ*sLrrË ctt =pi 1 r ed hurnran br cc,d cãn
def i1e, becaurse "b1ood is EË!Ëãb.r,' thst is, lÍf etand absence of 1Ífe defile=. In addition senii-nal erni sei on= rnåy represent the seed dÍ I i f e whi ch,now that they hfr,.¿e f lswed f rorn il-r e bad.¡, åre r-¡Elanger 1if e produrcinq. tBgl

l^Ji th reqard= tcr the uncl eånn=ss of å r{cfrr¡Ërn af ter- chi i d-
birth he =urggests that,

here, tc,tr, hrÊ f i nd ån el en¡ent ctt absence at
1i f e: ûntrE Ehe gi ves bi rth , the rnc,ther i s no I ençerpradutcing, creatinq and nltrturring 1ife,... The nÊr.jinfant nrr4 begins å lÍfe of its own and is not
lemÉ burt the rnother's role øt 1i{e-producing,
life-nr-rrtlrring, and li{e-surstaininç now iite,r=1 i-¡
trorneE to ån end, and perheps this is r^.lhy she Fr trr.r
becc,rneE t *eri,ê . CAg 7

I'lot onl y doeg 'the reqttl ar end i rregurl ar n¡enstr,-r;ti an bri nq

aÞout utncl eånneE=

al=a the birth at

of the ¡ian¡b.

becs,use s{ the lcss a{ blaod (Ii{e), br_rt

å clri 1d i E csngi dered ã(s ,'1 ûss " t:t-r behal t

deeth i =
c::1-= I i r¡=

The 1eper, tccru is =utf{er-rnq å. },: ind ctl desth. tt t-L 
-r¡¡E

procrf Fa=sergE showi ng the l eper ,s 
=i ¡ni I *ri t.y L,c,

!"Jur¡ber= J.i: 1!, i.ihi ch i ndi cates th=..t I epro=.y,

flesl-r-"[?t-l] The scriptlrre påESåge rsad=, ,, Iet, her nst be sË

. " The íact
that the putri f i cati on ri te f sr å l eper eirterrded (J\,rer 

=Ê1,,Èrr
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7L J J!u:-u . :
7LJ JtL,¿Lt.
ÍL: J¿LJlU.,
7LJ JI.L'TU.

H . .iLJ o

P. :'i "

Ê,'JCf,



J-..-

body),

uncl EannÉsg

?1. ib_id.., F.(?" . !E l-d.-: pF .

9f,. l'li c ll l ern ' 
=74. lÞ.1_d..

treetnrent a{

i= e=sentialt;-

(identical requireinent for- Ene r.,¡ho has tourched Uljc(LJ

he believe=, elso =utppart= hi= thesiE,

In hi E

life s,nd Grd, iE

utsed metaphori cst 1'r- {ar estr*nqement and desacr.rl i. rati an. l-le.

wr i te=:

The tsrrn d{ tamê here is not the defiling !a*É a*
the dead who defile Lrpcln contact. HE, r,¡hs e*ts
f orbi dden f oad dces not becon¡e def i l ed ¡ r¡E post.-
dr-=filErnent purri.íic¡tion i= necÊs=ãry i.+ surch {oad
is eaten- . . . The terrr¡ Lgqê ur=ed in connectian r+ith
forl¡idden foods, thenr åpplies to these faa,l= thepri=tine, rnetapharical rneaning ctt !en'rÊ Ë(s ',some-
thing des:,cra1i¡ed. " The tern¡ L¡qÊ is ån rnten=el¡,pejorati'¡e EnE in connectisn r¡¡ith foods, under=trcr--
i ng thei r urndesi rebi 1 i ty. fanå used i n thi s EËnse
Íneans that one sh.rll not e;t of these {oad= bL=cã.LrEe
they åre desacralised, undivine, Eacr.arly r-tnf it. tç11

Consci autsl y tryi ng tc, -rvoi d bei ng mi surnderstood here åE bei ng

i nf l uenced by the crl der schsol o{

that:

thot-tght , l-r E Énrpl-r $si: Er=

the rneat 1ai.¡s

ån s.bsence o{

Li - 
.LL,--i 

- i-L -.Ll¡I5 Lll{==L=, L¡tciL

inEical 1y ebc¡rninable crr d=fi-
åny a'ther creetltre. Burt,

have f arbi dden i t to ycrr-r,,
desscral ired and strar-rçe
s'ti¡n end estrangen¡ent o{ il-¡E
deed. t?"1

There is nathinq intr
ling abou+* the pig or-
Eåys Gcrd i n e{f ect , I'they are lsr ygtlr
echoing the desacr¡1i=
highest t_UO)aÞ cf the

Ês f srr ås devel c'pi nç s( rati onal e {or the n¡est 1 .lr,¡= , he i =1 -
1ou'l= l'1i cl',:1ern.t?Ïl who bel i EveE 'that the regr-t.[.iti arrs trår-r not be

retisnalirpd =ince their arigins qtr bsc[,: be.¡ond hrstEr].. EF

i e cantent to sutgçeEt that the'¡ 3r-E " best r-rnderstr:cd r.jl-¡€:n þjÉ

åpply ts it tthe rneat laursl the pr-istine rrreg{}-¡inq a{ ls[,ê ss

estr:rngenrent and utngacred.,'[?4]

.,'i.eþJ is disc¡-rssed trn pp. 1E-Ló.



þll-rÊrÉas other =cholar= l-¡åve in Ihe p*st errrphasized the

tlgdgá ihalines=) of Ged, EF'E ¡ccent Iie= on the !Uq]gh.i th.rt
i+hi ch hi çh1 i ghts a1 I [h¡t i s appo=i te to Gad and eetrange,J
frorn Him" The enrphasi= cln the holit-rEES aí 6sd i= pre=ent rn

the bcol,: br-rt i t pl ays å =econdary rsl e, standi nç i n cantre=t
to lurmJsh. For EF, life is the [,:ey ch¡,racteristic ctt God,

u¡hile deathr å5 the r-tltirnate in 1i{elessness, ¡-epre=ent=

separsttion frarrr the God af ti{e" A1l in tf-¡e sphere af derth
is deEacreli=ed and estranged frcrrn Gad. E-l1i Since llrm]--.!
symbol i =ed estrsnçr:rnent f rorir the di vi ne i t wå= ¡lel I sLri ted ta
be used in connectian u.¡ith the ¡rreat 1au.¡s in nral,: inÇ å .thec, la-
g i ca1 Fcri nt .

Thi s per=pecti ve u..rhi ch

urnique c,ne.t?61 liiithin his

el1 whi ch i t surqgest= to

"spetrtec1es" thraurgh r¡lhi ch

e* nr,.{

EF ø{{er-- in his bocl': iE å fei11.¡

scheme, the concept al de*th (encJ

tl-re Israelite) {'-rnctions åE the

the cI.i utncl requrl ati onE åt-= urnder-

end per=pecti'yÊs si

i rnportant t-s l-ri ghl i çl--t

that at tradi ti anal

Havi nq ourt 1 i ned the epproaches

Douglãts, f.leursner and Feldman, it is
br i ef 1 y hsw thei r þror i,: rntrve= beyond

schul ar=hi p.

ñF !Þ.i_d.., p" 141"
9ó" tne find= å hint ct{ this vier, in A. Dirlrnånn, Exgdgg gnd
tCV.l_!.r-EU= (Leipzig: t-lirrel , 1Bç7), p. 3:1. nrsol-Ë.-[:¿ñiãin' "Defilement and F'urrificetion¡ cerernoniå,I ,, trre ¡lc3ÐEh.Éif.=Herisq. Elc.vc.Leec,d.La ef- EcLt-q.LEu= titsw.!_c{q.c, lrct " J,Ed. 5an¡urel l'1. J€(ch:=trn f.ler..r yorl::l ftuir,l,:-enA tj*q;ell;, 1?i:)gi. p.f,ãal u¡ri tes." "The ¡-rri nci pal i dea i n the ol d re=tarnent ci:ntr=p-ti on crf utncl eã.ñne=s þiås the rel atr on to de;tth eppsrrent i n thr_=gl ven phenEnrena. " Fr-rt lre neveF cces þJgr-l;: il-rraLrgh ti-re 1c-rrrrË å5doe= Fel dnrsn -



1-rlt

D-. IEÊUAAELIDI.UQ Erl3L AçdAL_r3Es_Ull

the final section ct.t this chspter the r.;cr!,. _. LL_LJir Ll r(j

three Echolars jutst re.,,ieu,¡ed r.ri11 he sLirrrn'rårired. Hcr+ the'¡
tran=cend past wor l.:: wí f t becsn¡e *pparent . Hor,.le.rÊr , ntr cc'ffipt-e-

hensi've eval ure,ti sn at thei r þJr¡-!;: i-¡i 1 1 {l-,,rLr,w at ti-ri = pci nt,

A sturdy of P'E theal ogi cal perspecti ve and i tE sFeci f i c LrsÉ

o{ c1z'utnc1 thinking u¡i11 f ir=t need ta be Lrndertål::En befc,re

å rrreåni nçf ltl c¡-i ti qute af thei r- approache= snd ctrncl utsi tr,ns cF.l-¡

be rnErde. In {olloriinq this Frtr'cedlrre this stutdy reflect= ãn

indebtednees to the u¡ork of these thr-ee schalårs" Ëeci-r

schol sr h;ts shot.rn thst the bi bl i cs1 l.¡r j. ter 'E brsader i n tent

regardi nç the c1,/urncl 1eu.,¡s nrutst be tã.l.;: en =eri o'*rs1 ;,, É\,Êrr

thot-tgh crne rnåy ncrt Þe ,ab1e to ånsþJer qlte=tians concerned l.¡itl-¡

the origin a{ the regutlations whicl-r F tsth:e= Llp and LrsÊs.

At the ot-ttset i t i s i nrpcrrtant to be rer¡i nderJ c{ 'the tr"is

rna jsr def i ci enci e= cr¡enti cnc-d i n chapter tr+e u.ihi cl-¡ cå¡-r be

fcund in mc,st tradititr,nal þJEr[:: ="897] nqlthourçi-r the r¡JEr-!:t aí

aI1 three schslarE discurssed in thi= ch*pter døes rttempt tc
úvÊrctrrre the=e shartcsrni ngs, l'lD'= approach ¡nd ctrntrl ursi sns

mast adeqlratel;- fr-t1{i1s the requti¡-e¡rrents i.ihich i¡ier-L= faurnd

wanting in treCitional schaJar=hip.

The wsr[,: o{ I'lD represent= the rrro=t thsrauqh-qci nç str-rd.¡

cf the û1d Testsrirent c1,,'lrncl reçul ati sns by å Eocl ¡l ¡.nthrs*
pol oqi st today. [¡ll-¡ereåE the Eoci aI -sci ence theor-y at J. G.

Frsrer ;nd F;aLertson Snri th perhap= rnsst i nf l utenceC ¡-re Ol d

Tegternent scholar= e:':srnining c1.;urncI urp tcl the rnirl-tr,,'=l-¡ tie¡-r

c=nturr;',' ÞlD pre=ent1y r-anh: s å= the rnaet =rqnificsnt, Il+ the
?b. See Fp. :?-f,i:r.
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very t-EcÊnt trri ti csl c¡n¡nrentari es En LË.,,i

åny length r'¡ith the c1¡'rrncì. leçi=1=tion

nurnrÞEr-) ? rnest rna!;: E ref ei-ence ta her Htr,F[::

t i cur= r.rh i ch

,, ! t- 
-.-\ Ll¡Ef E cil' tsi

and frequtent

be shou.;n i n

J- - 1 -r

feuJ 1n

1

-L--!-.-Ll f È{l-J LEf
r t " Her i n{ 1Lì,Ence En the=e schcll ar= r¡i 1 1

f ive and sí i: .

Her soci o--rnthrspol agi cal per=pecti ve, al thoutgh nst
Itniqute in her field, has provided strrne cFec-tti'¿e nÊr.J pas=ibi-

lities {ør the OId Te=tanrent stutdent etternpting ta urnde¡-=t;nd

the clz'utncl rnateri.rl scattered thraurqhalrt the different
priestly writings" 5he åFprii€-(chÊs the regurlatians frurrr ãr

somewhat dif+eren't vantege point" Her cclncern ie.Ls find
their p;trticurlar place in the rarger secigl str,-tc.ture. t t-.

TI LJ I'J

do they as=ist =ociety in its important ta=l.,: ct{ cr-e;tting snd

rnsintsining crrderr ûFr the individursl , social and urni',,Ërsã]

1e.¡e1?

For i'lD the c1 ¡'urncl l aws rEpre=ent nrerel y ;-( part ,, åf beí t
å =ignificant prrt, cl{ a rnltch larger s.ymbalic sy=terrr ccn-

=trutcted by å parti curl sr sûci Êty, ThiE =ociet.¡'s l;i.igivsr=

a¡-E sEen ås f ornrutl ati ng the l sws i n ån ef f ort ta i ncurl c;,te
thc,ge ctrrntrerns valned b.y the =acj.eti,, Fronr tlri s perspecti.,,s

she lool:s 4sr å prarninent trtrrntrEt.n in F r,¡hich r^rilI *,cccurnt l=tr
the ir'åny dif+erent clz'unc1 regurlation=. she refurse= ta de=.1

t'¡ith the lsws in å piecerneal fashion burt reçard= then¡ a5' I.:u.¿s

tn¡hich cån be integrated utsinq å 1*rger =trutctlrre oi ¡-rarrqh.c.

A1 thourçh she irrä./ have construtcted å very ci:inpIe:r ÃF-

proach u¡hi ch Êven rel s,tes the 1au"ls ta bod,¡ syrni:oJ. r srrr =he,
mtrre th¡n ån y clne eI se, prc.,,i de= å =cherne nÈereb;, el 1 the
regur]rtion= Eån be s.ccsutnted fcr in å +eir-ly cc,nvincing



mË(nnËl." Sonre a{ her =c,cio-anthrapological preslrppr=itic,nE
i-nåy ncrt be conrpatible r^¡ith t-hcse of the thecrlogi*n but.t she

daeE r rrÉverthel e=E, pr-crvi de ã f r,-e=h appraach r.¡hi ch can be

ad'epted to the trtrnceI.ns a{ the theol cgi nn" t?Êl Abcrve ;.11 ,

her atternpt to adi'ance ;(n cverårchinq therne rihÍch r.JS.s urEerl t./
F' and runs thraltçhor-tt *iI1 the cl r urncl 1ar..ls tÍtcrve= her r.¡el i
be.¡ond the tradi ti onal åpprc,ache=.

Thi s attenrpt to f crct-ts cln the 1:r.tgi verE' per=pecti.,,e c-tFrÊj

to sccc,nnt {or- the i,arÍours lakrs r,iithin that pe-FSpEËti.,,s 1E

aI=o =omething r¡hich Jll heE sar-tght tc da in l-¡is =tutd;, o{ the
regrtlations- The 1açic r,rhich he l'-rrcv¿= i= ea=i1;- canrprehen-

ded" Since the cl,zutncI concepts n¡ost .f requently surf åcL- in F,

and ãrE ¡¡rsst {lrl 1y developed there, qure=tion= c¡3ncerned r.¡ith

their meaninq rnurst be related directly Èo F =ncl its Ëtr,r-rtrer-ns,

nernel',r' the tenrple. Althor-rgh l-rE1 lihe ÞlD, ccnsider= the 1ar.,r=

åg å "s.¡Etern o{ ideås, " Jl'l r-¡ever aEtempts to Ehcr.r f-¡ úr4 i.he

variou= lsirrs acturall;- íutnctian within t,hat =y=tenr, His Lr.=e

ef "system" shourld nc,t be ccnfursed with thãt of I'lD's. He

ref sr= si nipl y 'bo F's pri mary concerFr (the templ e) I sl-¡e ref er-=

to al I the vsri crurE =ynrbal = r+hi ch are generstecl b,,, å =c,ci et.¡
gnd f i nd thernsel .,,es ås pg.rt af å --.r,=t-eîr aI thalrght l,ih i ch

EE¡-ves ta prairrul gate å particr_rl ar E=L!*n=Ë[.it!Utq..

Ïn hi s treatrnent sf the c1¿urncl reçur1¡t j. r:ng Jl.l i s cilr-r-

cerned with lls intentian=, nct l.rith prcvÍding å ratianale
fsr the different lau^ls' Tl-¡ur= it is qr-rite naturr=-tl thrt he

t+ot-tl d de=cri be thern s9 "pri e=t1'¡, prcpagsrnd;,,' cEntr=r-ned =Ef e.,,

?E- Furtl-rertreat¡r¡ent at tl-ri E que=ti r:n {rI l,=u+= 1n
si;r .

b1

chrpter



r^rith ri'tural and cr_rltic pr_rrit,¡"

åFEsE f rarn ån e>lcl utEi ve €rc,Lrp

t+itlr the temple and sl1 that i
con=ider the lar.rs å pradr-tåt ai

its trwn end=,

A'ftel- e11, the rer¡lr1:itisn=

t^.¡hÍ ch ÞJå,8 pri mari 1y cEntrc-rned

t encrmpa==ed. t.le cslrl d not

a saci ety r¡hi cl-¡ ursed therrr ie¡-

Althourqh Jt! L'Jã,s LtnsLtEtress{url Ín ccrn=trutctÍng å 5,cj-¡efiE

l.¡hich rnade senEe di tl-re vsriours 1gr..¡s, he did, ncrnetheles=,

drau¡ then¡ together- utnder the rurbric ai F'= terrrple ctrr-rcÉr-nE.

iilthot-tgh they inå"- wel I have h*td diverse crigÍn=, .tr=¡- F, the.¡

all futnctisned in clne r{s.r/: to prohibit all prl-r cr ÞjerE urnclean

frcrn entering the teniple and in thi= þvåy ta maint-rin itg
putrity. This wå8, a{ter all, ilre e:rplicit tasf.,: cti the prÍe=t-
hood.

As noted abc,'¿e, there i s å. rns jar shi f t i n Jl.j's pcsi ti cn

at a later date, burt F and its concerns r.¡i.bh purrit¡, rÊff¡åin

the facsl pcint. Êlthourgh he ccncede= thet the temple i= nat
the onl y troncern , 'the I aws *ire sti 11 approachecl throutgh the
perspectiv= a* P snd its ccntrer-n for putrit;-.

rn EF'e treati'r¡ent o{ the l au¡s the bi þ1i cal wri ter '=

pci nt of '¡i eþJ i = al =o tå¡:: en ser i out=l y. l'lr-rch of EF ' E r.Jif t- f,:

re'¿olves erc'utnd qute=tions wlrich focur= En the r-e1¡¡ticnship
between Ëod'E futndsnrental nature end ËE=encE, end hhe cl,iurncl
req'-tlations. Har"inq shown that tlre biblicel u¡r-iters r-eq;ii-ded

Gc'd ås the urltirnate e:rpr=s=ion of 1i{e, i.rith death rÊpr=Eent-
i nç the oppo=i te to'tal estrengement f rclfi.r [iod , he íïrgr,,e= tt:
e:ipI ai n l-rGt'J the ci ,"ltncl 1er.¡s ¡-el ste to thi s scl-rerr¡€3. hJi th the
ei:ception of the miscell*necruts r-eçurlatians in Leviticr-tE L,l

end !t-) r he at'Lempt = ts eir p I 
'=ti n ¡r¡ast of the 1 ¡,s.r=.



Arnonç the three =chsl srs di scurssed i n ti¡i s chepter , EF .s

Ëti-td;" rEFï-Êsent= the ¡r¡oEt theol ogi cal appraacl-r taþ: en " ile ha=

f acutEed cln the theclagicel impl icatior-rE al the ls,u.¡= and

rel ate= tl-rern di rectl y to I =¡-eel 's .¡i eur sf Er:cl . Fr-s¡r¡ .thi E

perspecti.'re the c1,,'urnc1 lar¡rs p1s;r ån impcrr-tant rol.e in
ïsrae1's religian: rs,ising the petrple's trÐnscicr_tE¡e=E abor-rt

thei r Gcd 
"

Dcutqles, l"ieutsner *nd Feld¡rrs.n have e:.cl-r hiqhlightec dit-
fe:-ent cverarchinç 'thernes faurnd in the per-tinent biblical
teilts, e-tl-rd LtEe therr¡ in their interpre'tetrcln ctt the cl,/urncl
1au'¡s" Althautgh the di{f erent then¡es dct not preeent ån equral I.¡

såti =fyínq interpretstion {or the varlsuts rc-gur.l.s.tian= each

po=i ti on r neverthel ÊEE, rnå,[:: Ês an i rnportant ccntri but.ti t:n ts
the clz'utnc1 discussÍon. This =tr-rdy r.ti11 r=tutrn to dr--cr-rs=

these contri br-rti sns snd e'¡al urate thern i n cl-r*pter- si ir .

'ïhe n¡sst =i qni f i cant g*i n achi e..,Êd by sl1 three =cho1*r=
di scutsEed i s thet an,/ sturdy of cl,/lrncl i n the El d Te=tsn¡ent

rnust nÛr'J begi n ¡ri th ån adequr*te urnder=tend j. nq oi the bi bl i cel
writer'E ctrnrFrehenEi.,,e pel-Spc=trtivE. This str_rdy r,^ii 11, there.-
fore, fir=t e¡:;,rnine il-¡e general tñectaqical trEntr=.rnE si F, s-tFrd

then Íncve trn to inve=tigate hcl.l F'hrE lrEed the cj..¿.urnc.[ rÈgLr-

i ati c'ns-



tHTiF TER FüUR

IHE EEI.EEILI EIIIEEIET
F' Í= å ver.v di=tinct stratltm in il-¡e Tetrateurch. TI-¡et-E

i E general ar¡reenrent an'Gng Bt d Testanrent schc,l ar= r-Egår-di ng

thcEe chs,racteri sti c= r.lhi ch Eet i t epart irart the a'ther-

=trandg" These l'1i11 {irst be nrentisned. I"Jc: cGn=Ên=LrE pre=ent-
1y e;tist=, however, reçardinç F"s aurthor=hip, i,L.s dstLe st
conrpa=itian, and it= releticn=hip ts'the sther liL,erar-',, eilLrF-

tres. Althourgh it i= not the tesi': ctt this thesi='[a eilarniL-¡e

the=e i =Eures at great 1ençth i t i =-, ne.,,ÊrthEl e=s, i rrrportent

to Rrri"'e at 5Ërne ctrnclrtsions reçårding l--hsrn be=.Ëcre únÉ Eå,n

l egi ti nratel y praceed tc, di sc¡rss F,' = +-he¡;l oqi c;iI per-=pec'ci.,,e.

Hevi ng pl aced F i'¡i thi n Eclrne l-¡i =tori cal fr:.lneriorl.,: th: 
=

=tutd'¡, u.¡il1 e:rarnine F"= i'iehJ ctt histr:r-y. The =içni{rcsnc= ctl

it= pericdi¡*t,ion of di.vine t-e.,'eI*tion, r.ihich t-ÊLìchsÊ its
highpaint in the Sinai ËxpErience, i-ri 11 be di=cr-rsEec i-¡e¡-Ê, r+

very def i ni te pi ctr-tre of Ëod ari ses ourt af F,' ç: vi et¡ af Ër¡d ,E

i.rarl':inq in hi=tcry. This view is inrpcrtant ior this sti_td.¡ *nd

i.¡ii1 Þe t:Lrtlined briefl;-.

Tl-¡e r':1= a{ the cul t *nd the pr i e=thocc r,^ri .l 1 then r:e

eil¡rnined in this cl-råpter. F'c urnderstancinq ef ijcd .ri-rci

hrstary directl.¡ sf f ectE it= percepticn s{ the iur¡ctiun ot
the cult -rnd the prie=t, llere cne de;.]= r.'li l_h the reelrn cf th=
EåtrÍ-u=d, butt it l-rs,s å direct relati*n ts tl-re prc.Ës(ne. Tl-re

n*tut¡-e cf thi= ¡'-e1;.ti.anship i-.riIl b= intrcClr=sd in tl-¡ u= pr==enL

ch;-,pt=i- snd Cevel oped i n chapt=r { i.,,s.

e{'



iq" tJ.fEEÊEi:ÇEIflÇÊt g!EErIA!_!g ÇgugIÐEEE!

1 . Characteri =ti c= a{ F

Ïhere i=. å qeneral trtrnsen=Lrs rÉgarCÍng the di=tinctÍve
characteri sti cE t'uhi clr set F' s,psrt {rcrn the o'ther- =ELrrces.
Georg Fohrer hr= stated the r¡atter =Ltctrinct1i,:

it tF l eirhi bi ts å tern¡¡l =tyl e å cheracteri =ti c
Lr=e a{ 1 ençutage , å 1 ove { or geneal og i e= *nc nlriïr-
ber=r år-r interegt in cr-r1tic and prie=t1y nrã'ttu=rËr
ån enrphasi= LrpÐn curltic pr-rrit.v rnd holinÊssr ir-l
a.,,oi dsnce a{ anthr-opornorphi 

=j. ¡¡=" t 1 l

Along r,;i th its f c'r¡rrlrl¡i c end progrå¡lmati c charscter t!l F, trån

be eå=i L ;" di sti nguri.ehed {rrnt the other- 1i terer.!/ Etr,LrrtreE.

There i s can=i derebl e ågrÊeirrent rEqå,Fdi ng i t=, prEsentrÊ i n the
Tetreter-rch 

"

". ALtlhargþlg end Dale

Three bc:tsic po=Ítion= er:ist reçårding the surthor=hip s,nd

dsts c,f F. 5chc,l srs hå'.,,e poi nted to the i'1sE.:ri c pt=ri cd , thu=

pre-Êxilic perioc and the e:rilis.,'pa=t-e¡rrIic periocl icr it=
compositic,n. Tl-¡e 1c-rgt ti-¡o positicn= r.li11 be dr:sltEsed :n
greater detai I Ei nce thåy represent the vi =t¡= o f n¡o=t cr i L i -
c¡l scholåF=" Each r.ritL be e:<ernir¡ed in .t'-rrn encl it= ba=ic
ergltnrent= *,dvsnc=d. He,.,,inç di=curEeed +-hese pc,=itj.c¡-rE. thi=
stuci" aI i qns i t=e1 i r.¡i th those =chaI sr= r.rhs l-ral d ts å I ¡te
Cste 'fcr F"= f i.nal i-sd*:ctisn"

Èì_ ![c [!q=¡i s Eerr_sd

The traCi tÍ cnal vi el.l ha= el r.rays reçar-dr-=,J *l 1 t h= i ai.¡=

1" -I¡:tfoÉg¡çlisn !a lhe Ald Te=ts¡nent_, Tr*ns.
ilendc,n: 5"F'.C.!"::., 197i1), p, L7ç.
?" ja=eph BIeni.': in=ilpF, ,,Ti-re Strurcturre oF F,r,,
- -?ñ 

ñfp. ¡:/'iJ. U+. *lso l¡l-+Iter ErreurgqÉrrrsnn anrJ l-lanE
ir-!elr-L: qi U:c qld lest¡qsnL lis,lr_!itr!.=,(¡ì[lentÃ': iohn þ:.nair, i?Al), Fp. 1i:]1-1i:il.

D;r.,,L d Green

fF{n ï,ì"1,lf..1 ì. ¡ ¿i .-tt. þiolf , Ibé
= pr nr, ¡'{ erl

LE.



grven ts I'lo=e= *t 5in¡i ãs dir-ect rÈ.,,ÊLa.L,irn 4:rctnt Gi:d t:s

l'lc'se=. It h¡å,s qenerally accepted thet the',+hale F,sntatErrch

i'iåS cErnFi l ed b'¡ Þlt:se= i.lhs Írrå)/ hå,.,,e been e==í =t=iJ ú,,, pri e=.t1,¡

=cri.Ée=' Ti-rür-rrã= Habbe= iin 1ó51)r Ë*rr-tch Spina=a itn Ió7,1),

Richard 5in¡cn (in 1å7€), end Je:¡-r Ê=.Lutrc (in 175f,),, åre

ut=ua11r- considered årrrclng the {ir=t ts qlre=tion the l'lcsai=
åLrthar=hip c{ the Fentateurch.tïJ up'ba th*,c time ilris:,_r.thcr-

=hip åFpeår= nst {:a have been in dourbt.

Tho=e u'lhÛ cont Í nute to hal cl tc lIcs"-ri c aurthor- sh i p cl a =tr
for sever*1 reå=trn5. i:irst, the Fentater-rchsl te:lt= repee.tedl.¡

stete thet Gc,d spol::Ê ts i"lgses " t 4l. l'lcses , the pr i nc i p*rl

figutre in the Fent;tteutch, iE given the st=turs cti Fr-=iÍ'rriÊi-

1*l'rqiver. Thi=, tc'e, is affirrned in the po=t-Ei:iIic .lrter-e-
tutre. secand , there i s noth i ng u.rh i ch mi gh t =urgqe=.1 th;t rne
perstrn cslrl d not have u.,lri tten dcrnln å l arg= nnmbEr ¿:{ i;ri,ie" tg j

The Pre=ence a{ third pet-EEn ¡-eferEncEs tc, I'loeeE in tl-re .teirt=

rnåy sinrply indic;,te ti-¡at EErne sections L.JerÊ eltersd ,lurrinq

tran=n¡i==isn" Fr-rrther, Fj.l.:. lJarri=c,n sutgge=ts it i= qurite

pos=iÞ1 e that,

ff¡å,ni,/ a{ the srrral 1 or i =al ated =ect i sns i l-r the
Hebre',+ te;r t tJer-Ë ccrnrni tted i ni ti e1 i ;- ts Ehe pr- r e=ts
f c,r ss{e},: eepi ng , -end anl y at å I ater peri arr r.JErethe nranuscri pt pi ece= essernbl ed i r-rtc, =orrÈ sart i:.f
r,"¡osaic end joined tsgÊtl-r€r into å rs11. iól

Thr= Esrner.¡h¡t di=joínted naturre o.Ë thi= te:lt n=erl not drscclrnt

f,. 5.J. De Vrie=, ,,E{iblics] Critici-_ffr, " ILlF, V.=l .vrl1e: rlbi¡çdan1 t?6?)1p. 41+.
4" þi.5. Ls5c'r, et.al . Alg Tegtarrent Sur¡-vev: jlr_=Fc,rrn- and Båtr}:grtrLrnd gf lhe otd rÈÈtanent iGrani
Eerdrrran=, L?83), p" 5il"
5. þi"H. Gi=pen, Le:i.ticurs il.:.s¡rrpen: þ:.o1,: r l?Si:l)" p, I
ë " _Inti¡Ët!trtlen !g !!C lllg Testrnre.Fri- i 6r¡r¡d
EerCrnan=, I?á?,\, p. 5f,ã.

1 í F.l:et-.-

i'l==gage.
R<p i ds:

1.
FJ.-rpid="'

ðå



the pc==ibili'ty cr{ I"los=ric eurthorship" Third, ffrån'/. cti il-re

l*rt'r= ds nct r='f1ect tl-re later pericd= i.rhen tl-r e Lsber-nsc1e:tnd

the ar[,: r+ere ntr 1onçer -i cur].trc reaiit'¡, A" l,icer-cltrij
l¡¡F'i + Ee t

ïhey Hrclte f or thei r Êrrln
thei¡- 1:,u.¿s obe.¡ed by thei
cor-rId th=y have pre=ented
the=i r da.¡ nsnl d have been
È'r Êr-t rt e? l- 7 -l

ti rne e¡d r-ii Elred to Eee
r ccnternpor;.ri es, =trr ht:r,.l
requrls,tionE the't Currinç

altcçeEh=r irnpos=ibIe ta

Êcccrding ts lhe tr.=ditionstl pasiticn the r.rhsle F'en.t*t=urch

cå.n be con=idered å harnagenec'Lrs cornpo=itian r,:hi.ch, sÊrre cút-r-

ced= r nrå:/ have þeen s1 i ghtr;- al tered i n tl-¡e past-f,lc,=ai 
=

peri.od to sLtit the chançing circurrnståncÊE c,{ IsrEtel. " ta j

þle turrn nor.J ts con=i der tho=e gchsl.

hi =tori cal -cri ti cal methodoi eq./" They

consider=d tiri= =arlie¡- po=ition urnteneble.

år= r-lho eirrpic.¡

heve gerreral l,¡

Þ.1- It:c Ere:E=i L¡_c. Écr]_sÉ

The rån[': 5 c¡{ thc'se t¡hcr årgue fsr r FrÊ-€itilic de'l:e f.ctr F,

hår'e been =teadily grcr-:ing- Thi= pc=ition rr.Je= ¡:-¡¡urch to the
initiAl u.lc]rl.. Of '{. li.ar-rfrnånn r.ths haE .,,igcrou=1;, cl-¡al.[u=nged the
trontriutsians o{ J. þlel thautsen. Aithough thie ¡:c=itian c¡ntj.rr-
LtE:= to f.Jcry-l:: with the dacurrnentar-r* thecr.y, l.jellhalrsen,E chrilnc-
lcgicel ccintrlutsíonE reg=rdir-rg the F'errtaterrchatl =trLrrcF= är-e

i-e jectec. Fsr rne.ny P i = can=i dered to be pri sr tc, [, u.+hi i e

Ûti-¡el-= r=çerd thern å= concurrent wcr!:: s. Êrgtrnrent= =tdi,encEC

{sr å pr-E-Ei(ilic dste sEÊ!:: sr-rppci-t trorn linqr-tis.Lic, cr-rj.tic,

=ocis,l and hi=tsricri sturdies.

/ . LE1./1E L ËLt5 r

irrÊr-r t *r '.¡--ì e iãñ o
A. Harri scn
Ëtl= : Fltr " ?- 1::

Trans. Reyrncnd Tcgtrrren ,
Flapi C=: Zonderv:,n , 1ç8ï'

!1lrgdLrg!¡_qn , pp " 5f,?-5+ I

.trr t
I,1

bl e Sturdent
¡t.

I'da¡rc1 t: r j, I r-.ru 'i 'l- i 
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Jaccrb Þ1i 1 grorn hss e:r a¡ni ned å var i ety ct-( termg f surncJ i n F,

t'lhich, he =utgçe=t=, ¡,11 pcint ts å FFe-€i{iiic date. Havinç

ans,l '¡red three t=rrns f aund Í n the f i r=t chapter dí the boc:h

EÎ I'jumber=, r,'¡lricl-r dsscribe erEåni¡atic'nsl r-rnits in I=reel , he

ctrrnclurde= that theyo

=lrpport the vi eri that the Fri e=t1.¡ åccrLrnt o{
the i.¡i l derne=s 

=a 
j olrrn ha= åcËLu-ate1 y pre=er-.,,ed å.

hc'st ct{ institr-rtisns that accurr:ttel'7 reflect tl-re
sscial *nd political realities d{ Israel'E prL=-{rr(frr -archi c *ge" tgJ

In å. =tud'¡ ctt the terrn ¡f il-9 I n Chranr cl es andf-i

arr i ve= *t å, si mi I *r cc,ric 1 ur=i on :

?L- -i-.rnE r/ l-f 9 passstges in F' ar* ald, pre-€:{ilic rrrsts-
ri stl = i'rhi ch r.JeFÊ *I l owed ts ÊxpÊri ence :,-=i nterpr=-
ts tion butt ncr inner editorial change. Thurs .the
tråse c{ the Le.,,itic;l-T:_9end i.t= refl=r{E= in .{:he.

Eti b1= cån be added to the f e=t-grauri ng port{al i r= úrr
behslf af the antiqr-rit.¡ af the rnaterials cúnrpr-isinq
the Prie=t1y =ar.rrce. tlill

A. l{urvi t: ha= el so Eel ected techni cal i di onrs snd ternrs

in F' and conrpar=d them nith their LrEe in exilic end past-
e:r i 1 i c rns,teri aI . Hi s re=url ts aFe the eårre åe ths=e dl
i'1Í 1gram. In Ëne a{ hi s sturdi e= se\,/err at ni ne terr-ns =hsr.r ntrr

pc,st-eirilic iFr fILrencetlll" rn enother sturdy thirt,., ==ven
l inguti=tic cc¡ntrasts betr.¡e=n E¡ekiel end F' å¡-F å.trEBLri-¡tE,l #¡r
whi ch , he sutçqe=t=, Fr-tri\,,É F to be ihe r=1 der EclLu-ce" [ 1?] The

P" "F'rie=t1'r, Terrninarctq'y ¡nd the F,slÍtical ;rnd Soci:il Strr_rc-ture o{ Fre-Þlonerchic Isr-i,el , " ¿qE ã? (Ig7€) , p. Ê1,
i.ir. "The Term ',ìÞgdÉ,,' ÊLBÉfg= L!. t=v¡_!¡-reI f=Lmir-rgI¡gy(Eerfreley,r Uni.,,eFsit;, ctt Ealif crnÍe, lç7i:t) ,, p. -aZ. -
t 1. n:ì. Hurr-vi t= , "Ti-¡e E',,i dence of Langurage i n the Da.Li ng otthe Frie=tly Code" A Linguti=tic Sturdy in Technic¡r1 Idio¡r¡=and Terr-rinolcg'y,," EË A1(1?74): 

"4-Iói ". r+. HLtr..,i t= , Ê L¡¡gr-tr g!!c Sf ggT Et !!:e Flelatlc¡Eilpbetr.¡een !hE Erie=!Lv Sr:utrce ånd the Ësal,: of il¡Et,:iãi iF,arie:
Gabal ds, i?81 ) .

il-r Ë', he
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linguriEtic str-rdiee af bath Robert F,ol¡int1f,l *nd AlIan
Eltenthertl4-l hs.ve e,1çs been ltse.d to =urpport å ltrre-c-i{ilic d.-tte

f or P" t 151 Both surqgest thst F' =t--tndE cI o=er i¡ eerl i er
Biiilicsl !{ebrel.¡ than ts 1ate. t1ðl

The pronrinent FreEentrE d4 Lhe tabernacle in F hs= el=s
i.ncree--inç1y i:een utsed t.: å,r.qLre {ar å pre-Exilic de,te"irTJ

Rich:.rd E" Fri=drne.n ha= recentr.v used this ergurment.tlgl F¡r
F:-i ednr-en o F" = portra'7a1 oi the tabernecl e i s ai pri rne i nrpcr-

tance. He writes:

rlccordi ng to the Fri estl y accournt=, {rctm Ehe da./ c{:
Èhe Tabernacl e dedi cati on ar I revel a.r-i sn {trËcLu-=
there, sI I sacri { i ce, el 1 butrni r-rg a{ i ncen=e, aI 1priestly consurrnption st af f ering (in i'ts ccutrt) ¡it honEe= the cc.¿engtnt tablets, the erk, the cheru-
bi ml i t i s construrcted cf preci out= r+ocd , mete,l =snd fsbrics eccording to divine inEtrurctic,nEl onI..¡
the priests i'nåy enter it¡ anl ,- il-re higFr prie=,c= m;.i,enter i ts Hol y of Hol i es. t l?l

l{e å,¡.gLres that very 1i ttr e at th j. s urnder=tar-rdi nq oi the
1f,. Lale Ei¡.gLrce! Hebrer¡: Tc,r-¡ard an H¡_ElarrssL rvpcrc,gv gi
B¡.ts!¡s=r! Hebrer¡ F'rose {l"ii sscrutl e: FchcL års, Ig7ë) .14. "A Diechranic str-rdy o4 Biblical l-lebreul F,roEe synt*:,i,'ilrnpurbri=hed Fh.D" di=sertetion, univer=i1,.¡, s.f rsrc¡-.i.to"
r ---

15" See J. l"li l grorn, Sturdi eE ln cgllLq Theology end r=rrni rrc,l c-gy (l-ieden¡ E.J, Bri11. 1ç8f,), p.:{ii end Richard E, F,-t"d;;;.
JIc Elr!:.q and ErELrc*! Ngrrgllvegi The Eogn¡-i!åün Ej. lleDeurterono¡ni c Etrd F¡¡es!!y t^Jsl-tiE tcr,icc: -ãËr,ãi;¡;;--1 qEI¡,-F:
7ë"
1å. It shcr-tl d be nsted that the çoa1 dt GLrenti-rer- 's di ==ert=-tion is nc:t ts date F'. Tha=e r-r=inç hi= r.,¡cr-f,; ta 3.r-ËLiÉ r-¡r *.past-c-ililic dste {ctr F i{co'cnste 13 ¡,i:r:ve) qr-rat= Glre¡-rtl-.rer,=
cúntrl r-rsi on that , "the cÐFpLrEes F'g ¡nd F,s åppEål- ta =t=,r-¡di:etr.reen =er1¡ and l:te E{H br-rt n¡utch nEår-=:,- .:¡ tl-ie L=år-jiÉ¡- trr'cla==icaj'" iA Dischrc'nic studr*, p. i1?). ïet li':.lIe i= =ai.:c{ tl-¡e i n-rpI i crti ¡ns, st hi E f urther cclr-rtr1ur=i sn thst , ,,t!-r= 

F,i.rritinç= årE =cmeu¡hat enc¡rrs,iclLrs... " ip" :15i.
i7" E. lJ=ntan Davi==, "Teber-ns'c1e, " IDg, r,/cl . 4 (ir.laehviii=:
Êbi nqdc'n , 1?ó?) , p. 5i-r¡.
14" fhS E-flfg t pF. +4{f . Fri edn¡an reçerd= the rrra jari ty c{F å= å FrÊ-s::iiic þJcr-l: corrrpo=ed in .i-=sp,=n=e ts D rn Lj-re pr=-eiliIic period. ¡i eetrûr¡d =t=,çe in F EeÉ= Eome edCiticnE rnedein the e>:rlic periad"
i9. !Þi C. t 'Fp. +7-48.



pFe=entre in F' theoloqyr

the f ;t1 I o{ Jerutsal enr.

r.lor-rl d be I

t;bernecl e hs= åny rsf 1e:,< i n the Gecsnd renrpl e, Ðr f er th*t
mstter i n E¡c-l': i el 'E pl an {or the secand rerrrpl e. it dce=,

hswever,, +it the dirnensicn= af the First remple'= rnnËr
sanctuary. Iii-r]

Futrther u si nce tlre ts.bernåcI e and årh: rÊFre=ent \,:.hu.jei-r '=

tIll it is unlitrely tl-r¡t F r.,¡rste efter-

To =urqgest thi=, årqLrÉs Friednran,,

to cl *i rn that the pri e=tl1., r.¿ri terg de..,Êloped the
theme af the Tebern*cle a= Isrsel 's etern-rl ci-r ennel
to Ec,d sl-rortly a{ter the de=trurc.tion ctt that chan-
ner- It i= to picture ån e:.riIed Jurdsan pr-iest, ir-r
the yeå,.s f ol l ouli ng the degtrurcti an ctt the trÉn-
tlrrie=-sld central nstianaL shrine, in=t:.tr-rtiena-
liring å FrEgrs.rrìrnstic dcctrine that sãrËri{ice nrlr=t
tel*e place nor.¡here br_tt ;.t ths'b =hrine. ti"l

Fri ednran be1 i ei,/es thi s ta be ån unåtrceptabI e al tei-nati vs,

The ts,bern;cle and -arl,: þJEr-E nû longer present af ter the. f ,:, 11.

ai Jutdah, and it iE irnpos=ible to reçard the F, ¡naterisi å=

Frogrårnrnatic lor, or ref lective Ef , å second renrple" tif,l

:ü. -!Þ!d=-: pF. 48-5f,. F'oi nti nq to 1 i':.i ngs gr 4 Entr 1 chr-cni -cles 5:5 he årBLies that both biblical hi=tar-ies eirplrcitL ¡,st*rte thet the Tent af AssernÞ1y r-rås Þrolrçl-rt Lrp to the Tenrple
cti Sal onran tr'n the dsy i t r^JåE ded i ceted aJ. anq r.¡i il-r the ar l,:(p.48). This tent was set beneeth the u-linç= of the cherr-rbiin
in the hcl y si hcrlie=, al ong i.rith the år1.,: ;ind temple i,e==els
tp" 5f,.) Thr-rs, F'= {requent usÊ =tn the t¡berrr acle r..¡elrreSlect= å pre-ei{ilic det=.
"1. Thi= will be disc.rs=ed in gr==ter detail beloul.
7¿-¡. -IEfd. t p. âI. O+ the E¡ehi el prcphecy thet ',,n.r, T:iber_nacle will be rver- yELr" iE:e!,: . f,7:"7i he inter-prets j.t ;=
si inpl y ref =ri nq to the spreadi nç o{ å l-reå',/Ênr / t"ibernacl r,=Ever- the enti re peopl e at Isreel and hss nathi ng to dr: i^ri rhrebui l di ng the tenrpl e c,r- cr-rl ti c cen.tr¡l i:ati sn.îf," -IÞ!d. llecentry victsr l{utrcu-rit:, in ,'Tl-¡E Friestiy ¡ic-
cournt s+ Ër-rilcing the TebernaclÉr " t{ÊgE 1i:}5(1?ã5), :1-:f,:1.l
h;s -el ss chal l enged ths=e whr: reqerd the tabernacr E c.r= å,projectisn d{ the temple inta the I'jcsaic periad ctn hrEtoric-¡,1groutnd=. He hs= e:'l¡¡nin=d the tebern*cle br-tildinq rsctroLu-r t inlight aí ather =ncien'1, lriear Eestern burilrJing sts¡-j.e=. In i.c=pre=ent =t*t= i t hes been shcrn¡n to Ësn'i orrn ts si nii I "-ti- =tcr i e=

il ¡



Thase hol di ng tr: å pre-e:.í i 1i c date hå.¡e sl ss arglred

again=t the =t-=tnderd critical .,,iEtJ r.¡hich sËe= å di=.tinc{:Ían

betr¡een prie=t= åFd Le.,,iteE in F'br-rt r-¡trrt D (=r_rqge=ting å

Iater date f -'¿r F'). t"4l Fiayrirond Êbba, ålthaurgh reÊognizinç

that å di=tincticrn bet¿.reen the tr-lo qroLrps r¡Jã= not åe c1e:,r-
cutt in D Es in Fr å,r-gLte= that thi= d:if{er-ence trån be acccurnt-

ed f or cln curl ti c grcrltnd= rather then =epsreti ng n c-t¡-rd F,

l-ristoric¡11y. ti51 Fltrther, sotriocr-rItic argrrrnen'ts cEi-rcEr-r-rE,l

i.rith F's 1e..,itica1 citiestrol and the tithe FFo\,/isi.:n= *sr

foutnd in the ingcritions sl Lurgalånnenrundut, Ur-l'..1a¡r¡rrrur, Se.rçan
r I r Sennscheri b, Esarhaddc,n , Êshlrrbani FåI r I'labopol ã,EEåi- a¡d
I'lebutcl-radne=Iåt' {p."å;. Cf . also Þ1 . t¡leinf=id, Deutteranc,frry end
Lhe QegletgEgqiq ggbeg¿_ (E:<f ord: Eirf c,rd Uni ver=it;i, 1q7?) 

1pp. :44-"54. 5i nce þJel t hautsen 's ti me the br-rí 1di ng åÊtrc,Lrnt oi
the tebernstcle has frequtently been ccn=idered s.= the produrct
sl å l cng 1i tersry prccËsÉ- conEi =ti nq a{ i,ari sLt= i i t=r-er.,,
eddi ti on=. Thi s theory i s =eri ousl y quresti sned åFrd Hr-tr-ol.ii t=
bel i eves thg't thi s l-rÊr¡J í nf ar-rnati on Êå.n al =a sËr\,/e tc¡ pr_r=h
beck thc= date ct{ F.
?+- Ci. J.A. Ernerton, "Pt'ie=t= and Le',,it=s in Deuter-crñtrrri-r,-r"
'/I l:(19á?), 11?-1f,8. Here it is *ar-grred that in n priests ;.nd
Le'¡ites åre synË'n'/nroLr= iÐer-rt. f,f,:6-1r-r): while st å la.ter ,Jate
{in E:ek. end F) Le.¿ites åre not given tfre fr-tll rigl-rr= ¿t å

r,r'i ee*F'' ¿ s r L .

:5. In "Prie=t= and Levites in Deurterrngmyr,' tvr '17 lr?77) 
1?37-?67.7 Abba Lr=es Feut. 9=7-tt-rr 11 to sfror.¡ th*t D: ,,pr-E=Er-

ves å tradition o{ botF¡ the fournding o# å heredit:.r.¡ AEtrsnicpri e=thocd and the =etti ng apart at the tri be c.i Lr=vl f cy-s*ncturary duti e=. In thi s D åqr.ee= r.ri th F' icf " I,lutnr. ii_r: !E-
i8i 8:14) br-rt shor'¡s nû dependence r-¡hatever iln F,,ip. i5çr.

'Abba al =a sd'¡ances tplo ergutrnent= aq*inst thc=e r.rhc LrsÉ Deutt.1t-t:B to =utçgest that in D Le',,ite= cor-rl.d cårr)J the år!:: '¡lhiIenst in P. Fcrllaulinq \,,clrr F:ad t!!!d!es !¡ DeutL=roncfrr¡v il_¡=ndsn:
5 c Pl, 1?5f,) " F. 4{-j.I he stetes th*t in D the arl: r= r-rslanger con=idered the thrsne crF the in.,,i=ible Gad burt =er-i,,eErnerel;' tø hourse the tabl es a{ the I -eu.¡. Futrther r .Jr-¡ a} I¡cca=i on= aÇ hi gh trÊrernony (bri ngi nç the åt-!,: i nto Sol c,rnc,n '=Ternple) the prie=t= carried tl-¡ e arh: , while at LrrrcÉrei-rr-ni*t
occE=ion= {Da"'id's =udden fliqht frsnr Jerur=¡I=nr at Ll-re tir¡e¡f âb=s.1 ctm'= re.,,ort) , the LeviteE wÊr-e perrnitte,l to tråi-¡-rv the
erl': " Êncrther- e:<planation (r-¡hich =urppcrts Abba'= be=ic s,rçLr-
¡r¡ent ) ma;,. be f ar-rnd in f.Jurrn. 4: i-lr. Here pri est= år-Ê gi ven'Lhe te=l-l t¡: cr=vÊr the .=,r-!,: u.¡hich the L=.,,ite= rrrå./ tnen Èàr.r)-.
?é. Zi '=n1" Zs','i t r "ccnverqi nq Li ne= af E.,,i dence Ere*ri nç únth= Dsrte ai P ," ItU ?+ i 1çB:) , pp. +Bg-487.
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the l-É.,,i te= [ 27 7 t hå,.¡e al sc been edvenced to =r_tppcrt å

e;.ri1ic date Íor P.

one =chols,r , uiho l-råE al=a pl eced F,'e ËcrïpoEi ti sn i n the
pre-exilic period, he=;ttenrpt,ed å t'¡pe at medrcr.tii-rg pr=tion.

l"'lenahsr¡ Haren =tand= in agreenrent u¡ith thcr=e uho l-rå\./E s,rgured

{ar F's special connection u.lith E:ra'= re.forrr end sLrçqests

thst å diEtil-¡ction be rrrs,de betr¡een P's original cornpasitian

and its prilcl¡rnation" H¡-= r.Jt-itL=sti

Thege are tr¡c, discrete eventE separated by cansid-
erable lepse of time" All E¡re did '¡Jå,s the prc,rnuri.-
q*ticn and trånoni:atisn of the pr-iest1;- EõLp-cÉ, ã=-part sf tl-re trEfrrFl ete and consc'l i dsted Fents,.tertch ,snd at that rnsrnent in time the scrsll= rrrakinq Lrp
thi= EÐLrFce þiey-e already qurite ¡ncient. t?Al

Hi-r-h regard tc' f"e- relatian=hip Lo D Heran surççe=t= thet
rJ "displays ctrnspicr-routE =ectaris,n fe;ttlrres, and there- i= ncl

dc,utbt that its !aro! f in=trutction=, r.JeFE the excluiEj.ve

pa==es=ian a* the prie=t1y senri-esateric circIe. "tSçl D, ån

out=i der , ctr,ur1d nat hå..,,e had ã,ccEsÊ to i t s,nd f.Jc-ts 1 ther-Êf ore 
"

nat influenced by it.

Havi ng e>lpl ai ned the l acl,: of i nterscti an between o and

F, evÊn thaLrgh the.¡ ei:i=t=c cËnclrrrentl;-, he edd¡-eE=e.E Lh*

"7 . Floshe þiei n{eId , "The covenant di Grant i n tl-¡e Dl d reEta-
rnent and rìnci ent l.lear Eåst , ,' ¿Êqe ?i:) ( l ?7i:¡ ) r FF . iil1-?i:r".
:4,, Flenahern Heran, "Behind the scenes a{ lli=tcr-.y: Det=r-rrrining the D;t= a{ the Priestly scrurcer" {E_L li:ii:)il?ã1)., p"
r37.
?9" Ibid., p. 318" The Hc'Iiness cade, iH), r.¡i-rich L.rås i¡-rci:i--poreted inta F, hor-¡ever, inf lurenced bath F, and D. F¡r E;iåft-
Flet scholar= have Iang debtted the line of iniiLrËrlcp betwet=n'lhe rnes,t 1eu.¡= in Le.,,itic'-t= 11: 4-"9 snd Der_rterontrüì./ 14: +-?i:¡.tCt. ttlath, t=y.iliËL!å: p. ?1i t':. El l iEEtr, t=:iL¡_gU= iTr_rbinqen:
Þlohr, 1çóói , 1+f,-5¡ end þi. L. l"1oren, ',The Li terJrfr Eonnec+-i onbeti'¡een LÉ"'- l1 : lf,-l? s,nd Der-tt. r4: t?-18, ,' çEq "B 

i i 1aâi ,?71-"77.J H¡rsn sr-rçgest= ti-rst both F' and t' årE dep=ndenr: cnH¡ +*he older sË'utrce. D. hsvinq åtrces= ta onl.,, H, anC nct thet'¡hale af P1 rernained sutt af tor-rch r-¡itj-¡ thiE =a'-c¡I 1*d setr.-
t er i s,n esot er i c =rLrr- tr e.



stsndsrd cri tical viei-l i-¡hicl-r depict= F åE utt--opian,

tic' and inclined Ia ¡-eflect rn the pa=t, Althor-rgh

this vier¡, he reject= the idee th¡t F, ccn=titr_rte=

tisn inta the ps=t, {abricated i.¡ithc¡uit histor-ical

Acccrdi ng tc Haran F i.rå= sal i cll y b;t=sd trn hi story
i t= i dea= i'Jer-e not pronrurl g;ted urnt i 1 the t i me ef

i J.--r -:.-

ts,A :rrer,Sc

ë. ¡:ra j ec-

tråc-18. L.:,i_iJ

tf,L l butt

E: ¡--=t at
i.¡hich time the.¡ da appear sorlei.lhat sutt of p1ace.

rql I a{ the å,bû.¡e evi dence =Lrqqest= å pt.e-er{ i j r c ¡;t= icr-

P. l"lan;- ai th,=se holding to tliiE pcsi.Lisn, tÍ trcll¡-Ee? ,Jo n¡3.t

deny the FrEsEnce af exilic and po=t-e¡r:. 1ic åccrc,tisn=" Eurt

the;' surggest th":tt the burrden ctl pracf shcLtl d be, ¡:rËper i.,,

borne by those *uvacati.ng a late dete {or the edditicrrs. ïhe
accretions in F' -qr-E def initely consj.derecl in the rr¡irrcri Lv"

E¿ The Eir!!iç¿lF'og!-E,.rr-L¿.e F,e¡!qd

scl-rol ers wi thi n thi s tråffp general 1y recogni: e the =r{ 1 e-
tsncs o{ earlier irr.=terial in F'burt ãt-E inore ccincet-nEci l.;ith
{indir-rq the date d{ its fÍnsl cc,nrpilstion end the particul=.r
histc'rical cante:t't which has inf llrenced tlre prc-serrt-. shsip= d.f

the n¡ateri al , of ten F' i -- ccnEi der-ed the prcdurct c,t trne

elttha¡--edi tI]r tfSl Er å nårrt:r-J =chcol ctr- si nç1* tr-eCent ur=i nç

the Ci f f erent l.rri t+-=n snd sral T¡rå,tÊr-i el . tf,Sl

f,i-l . In "5hi I o anc' Jeru=al ern: The üri çi n d.i thr,= F,r: Esti i.Treditian Ín'the F'ent.=teLrËh" t¿Et Blilça;¡ I l4-:q.1. H¿:r-s¡rha= =hown thst thc= templ e of 5hi 1c becElnre ti-re ci-eàti.,,e ï *clr=cf F, '¡¡hi ch qåve ri =e to 3 urtopi sn =.¡=tenr.f,1. Haran årgLres th;tt F'= r¿¡or[l Ëån be hi=toric.a]1.y b¡=eC i¡-rthe clrltic reforms durring He=ellieh'= r=iqrr i',frehinc the5c=nes sf lli='húr./t" pp. f,fI-f,=î).
:i"" 5c-an E. l*lcE..,enLre, Tire [r.larrative ESy_i-e qf !!.lC f-,ifCE!]-v
i4lå!u=r iFtarne; Eiblicel Institurte, i?71). p. L?:
f,f,. Frs,nl,: i"l. crcsE, c¡naani tE llylÞ å[d Hebru=u.,¡ Egi r: E==;.yE
in the H!=tsry gf lhe Fr=!¡g¡r-¡¡ sf _l=rge! icå'nbri;ç;; HarvardUniverEit",," I?73), p. f,"4.



Al ang '¡¡i th the grtrLrF jut=t Etltdi ed tha=e Echol;,r= hc:i d-
ing ån exrlic'viÉw cif F årÊue that there ärÊ few indications
whích sutç9e=t that F'= cutltic cc,rr cL3¡.-rrE þiere c*re{ut1l.¡ {dI-
loured in the post-e::ilic periad and are thut= best placed ii-¡

the e¡li1ic peric:d"tf,4 l Thi= qrELrp s1=a årgLree- th={t tl-rerÊ årË

cultic idees present in F'r^,¡hich are nat pre=crn.t in the F,r=-
e¡: i 1 i c peri ad. 1..1 eu= l.,och hae surggestec that i n F,, ', åtorre-

rnent" mesnt removal cf si n end th¡.t 'Lhi s i dee pI =y= nÕ rr:l e
in the pre-exilic Isreel . tf,gr otta Eissf el,lt alsa paint= to
å dÉ"'eloprnent in F's curltic ordinå11 cÊs.tf,6 l Vin[:: ]¡r:1,: s ¡.1: the
speciali:atisn s{ the cr-tlt, c-spEtri;r11y the code af Fr_rrit.¡,

end sLrgge=t= F'ersian inf lLrenËE on the eri l es. tf,Tl Thr=se

variour= f actors sl 1 surçgest ån er:i I ic datE f ar F,.

Anrong å,n eililed pecple r.rithourt lsnd tr,r irj.ng, ,che pr-i=ete

becenre i ncrea=i ngl y i nrportent. trBl rhi = ei:p1ai n= the ;r,ccent

cln the pr-i esthaod and the, l acl,: of ernphasi = Én nati onl-rsscl :.nd

!ring=hip. Êaron: åñ arnbiqiours figr-rre in prF-ÊxiIic i+r-itinç=,
gsin= praminenËe ås the focuE shifts to the prie=thoed. tf,?l
F'= pr-irr-retry cúntrÉr-ns å¡-E perceived å,E cultic and nat tr1,,,ii.

Althcuigh tl-re tabernecle is nÐ lanqer å po==ibi L i tr- in

f,4- Vi nl': , i n Dale =egd or¡.gln gf F', gc'es sc' f clr- ås to såythat: "the bibiical a,nd e:rt¡-a-bib1ical hi=tsr-icel d*i:a aurt-
=ice the Pc tFrie=tly cc,deJ proper cont*in nr: tr-*.=s at eil a.È
å,n early post-exilic F¡-=eence o{ the Fc in F,;,le=tinr,= ip. -f,).Ï5. "St-thne uind Sundenver-gebltng Lun die þlende von der e¡lrlr=-chen :Lu- n;,chexilischen Zeitr,' Ef ?ó(1gõå), ir17-iJg,
f,ó. fle gld T==-tarirent: Ê¡ -In!f odUg!¡gn_ Trans. F,,=ter Fj.Acirrayd il.Jer¡ Yarl':: lì;rrper and Fiou.r, 1?Ég) , p. :r:]7, The ti-¡r=eegriculturel fe=ti'¡al= år-= utsed ttr' =hot.¡ the developrrrent in F.f,7" D,¡!e ¡nd Srfg¿.i-' a! F,, FF,. 1 1(:)-1 I ". Cç . eI =a iJ. Gi ns_berg , "Ar.anrai c Slurdi e= Trdåy, ,' JÊeE åt i 1?^t:¡ r FF. :r??-Ji:),
38- J-F:. F'srter, Le'¡ii:icutg* C*¡r¡bridqe Ëibie Carnnrenterr-iLcndtr,n: Can¡þridçe Uni.,,erEit,,,, lç7å), p, 1."
:? " Vi n lr , DSlg Étd qtlqln LL E, F . I f,:.



exiler Frank I'l " Cr¡sE l-¡ås ar-gr-red th=t it cúntinures ta be r-r=ed

!:ereuse it ts, l,: es ctn neL.J rneå,ning" The nehj priestl.t dact-rine

regardi nç, the "tebÉFnacl i rrg " tr,f Yahl.ieh enrpl-r a=i red Gsd ,E ;ibi -
iity to be pr-esent uiith Ist-ae1 er,/el-¡ i-rhen in e;.li1e. Accc,r-cJinç

to cro== thi= ner.r meaning cå,I-r also be seen in the =lrdden
Þutrst a{ nåmFs r gi 

"'en to bays barn i n the rr¡i d-=i ir th centr-rr;,, ,

nith tl-¡e elernent El',:n, iGc,d's pre=EncE c'r qlary).i4i:)J Alther-rqh

the tsbernecle hrå.s not present physical 1y icr Israel , it dil
f urncri an theol c,gi cal I y.

F t ulel 1 å'þJår-e oi the ol der tradi t i an= cancerni ng .-ir-r Ë

patrisrch=r exodut= and settlernent, presents the ineteri"-t.l .t¡

thsse in exile in the forn¡ of prornise. "ït leåve= i'¡-s read-
srs and heerer= oll the verqe ctÍ the 1and, [::núhJit-¡g thet l_h*

l tnd cån be theirÉ- .... "[41] F1 wcrl,: ing in ti-r e exilic periad,
attempt= to '¡rrite s prÊgrårn .Fcrr tl-ie re=tore.ticr-r sf I=r;,ei n

based crn the ctri,enant *t Sinsi . t,+"1

The pa=t-exilic periad c'f Isreel ha= {:requrenti;,, been

descri bed as a theccracy. The pri est= rurl ed ELrFr=nr=.¡ 1,, c-rFr C

the cr-rlt h,ãr= the'¡ehicle'¡rhicl-r broutght crderLs å ireçrirr=n.ted

=sciety. Tiris period is c1a=el ,- åe=Ecieted'¡rith the e;.li1ic
peri ød. The post-ex i 1j. c vi ei..r= at.e f requrentl y, consi d=re,l .=,t-¡

=xt=nsion n{ pr-ie=tL'¡ tl-rctr-rÇht in tl-¡e Eirrlic perrad. In fe=t,
n¡ånrv holdirrq ts å pa=t-exilic d;te for F, i.r-e cpen to i_i-rÊ

po==ibiiity that the initial F, edition mråy wel I ha..,e beglrn

4i-). Çanasnll* t4yt! t F. f,--/J. Ehecrr 1 ch¡-er-¡. .f r i:r , if:i Ërraãlïr5¡ irJeh. ¿¡:18.
+L. F'eter R" Act,:r ú.td t E¿ii!e gnd EeClafS! j. cn: Ê 5!r-igV !illebreu¡ Tha.rglt E! lEs €r.ilh Çerlurt E*Ç.-- tF¡i r sci..=r pi-ri;rþle=tmin=ter, :L?ó8) : p. 1t:rl"
4?. Er c'ss , Qår:.Bs,ELgË [y!l: , p . f,19 .
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in e:'li1e, br-or-tght bacl-,: ts Jerur=;t1enr, trclirrFleted ;,nd ursed there
utnder the re{c,rme ai E=re"i4f,l This qrc:LrF, tca,, rÊctrqni=es

i n the F' rn.Eteri sl ol de=r tr.*dent= Þuit i g rîúFe csncerned i.ii th
the final farrn o{ F.

üther =ignificant point= r-aised by the reF,regentåti,.,e=

of thi= po=Ítion ãFe: (1) Centrali¡atior¡ trrt-¡trËrning thr= p1=ce

of worship is l-rs longer årr iEEute in P. t44l i") F' cantenrpls.te=

anly theac¡-etic order, with po1 itic¡1 int=rests f*rlling intc
the båc!::groLrnd.t45l {f,) The saciel csnditj.r:n= å,8=Lrnfe:,.n ågr-1-

ct-tltural carnrnltnity whose =aciaI and pclitic*.1 trrg€tni¡;itic,n r=
urndevc-loped ref lecting the early post-eirilic erå. t4ól i+) The

distinction betr.reen priests s,nd Le.,,ites iE far the frret
tirne cleerly å,cl::ncrhrledged in .the past-eililic peri.ad. t47l (3)

F appeõtrs f ur¡-ther ta cevel op i dees al resdy stat=c i n Eze-

l:iel .t481 ib) The curltic prc.Eurre i= F,'z Frtrjection i:f Eújrre

i deal pi cturre of 5i nai bscl,: onto the post-err i i i c Jlrdi -=rn

ccln¡rnLrnity" [4?]

l¡Je1 t heusen , u.rhose pa=i ti on as to the dste of F, i = l,¡i del.;
.{? F -¡+.:,. ir. r.i. ,rjri ver , An ln!¡odr_rc!Àon !a lhe !!!eralr-r¡e gf lheEtÊ Tu=Etanrent {l'ie.w York: Charles Scr-ibn=r'g S¿ñ;-lrrt:,tl -p:
14t-t¡ þi. O. E. Oester Iel , Ê¡ Inlradr_tc!-Lon !c, lhe EEcrEe gt- !E=gtd regte¡rren! itier-r yorþ:: t'lacn¡i1Isn, i4i+ll -p. -ãi¡ Arturi-þJeiser. Äntrcdr-rç!¡qq !g lbg erd regte.rnent, Tr*n=, Di:rsthe¡Fsrtsr¡ iLandc,n: Derton, Longnar, ãnã-ÎãJ¡, L?ó1), F. 1f,G.
l.l" l-1. Snaith, tCyt_!Lct!= il].d NtlCÞ.CfE, Th= CL=ntLrFT EribieiLandr:n: Thsmas l'leI=r:n and St:ns, Iga7,t, p" 7.+4" f{ei=er, Intrsdlrctian, p. Lf,g.
45- Dri ''er , Ên I¡!rcdurcti on, p. 1f,7. oe=-ter1e);, Êr Int¡-¡curc-+i ,-'- - ÊÉLlUllt H. JÈJ t':( O¿"
4õ" Oesterl ey, Ên I¡t¡c,dLrcti on , p. E4
+7. Fi¡land De t/aur:¡, âncient i=reeL¿ _I!E L¿Íe g.ng -Ins!f!g_!i c¡= o Tran=" Jcihn r"rcHurqFr (Neu.r yorþ;: l'lcGreri-lli1r l-ïea-l;;tr1f,é4-f,éö.
'+8" ¡ìeI r-ed Dody " A ri!=t¡gy of gtË Testemen i: Fg!e=lhrgd
iRr,n¡e: F'¡nti f ical Biblic*l Irrstit'-rt*, L?e?t ,-pp:-t=ã-t;:r.
4? " Rsl and De Varrx , It:g E¡LLZ Hl_=Lrfy o{ l=fsql, Tr-.=r-r=.David Sirrj.th iFhi t;.delphis: lrre=t¡rrin=ter, 1?78) . -ll. -içó-f,?€.



åtrtrepted r Êå.i/Ë I i tti e credence to the er-r'bhen Li ci t'¡ c.Í nrt-rch ní
the Ea-c*l l ed ol der nrs.teri;1 . The tsbei-n*rcl e L.Jå= tronsl dered

å ficticn besed cn the the Salomanic Temple t-¡r-¡ d r-rcrt =c!!rtl ii.n-

ci en't tent tr-¡tdi ti an. tSill l"lc,re ccrrnronl y l-rel d today, hc,r.JÊ.,,er- ,

i= the,t F'= tsbern*,c1e r{¡åE =inrpi,,,, å descriptian an .= .Lenrpl=

urnder- the guri=e at å pcir-table tent =ancturar.r,.t5J.J F,rcgrenr-

maticalJ.r- it functionetl às å burildinq blr_repr-int {ar Lire

reburilding a{ the tenrple.

Ïerence Frethei ¡n aiier= ån al ternati.¡e pasi ti cn r,+hi ch

eees F's usÊ s{ the t*bernacle in terrne a{ å palemic eçain=t
tho=e seef,:ing tc' retrúnstruct tl-re terrrple in -pa=t-e:lili= ti.¡r¡eE.

In contrest to hlellheutsen he å,sELtrnÊs the hi=L.cric.rI aurthen-

ti cÍty ø{ the tebernacl e end :.r-qLres il-rat:

The tebernacle of F rnur=t then be seen nat å= åprtrjection a+ the temple bac[,: inta the l'lc:saic peri-
trd , br-rt as ån i rnperrns.nent =ancturary r¡,rhi cl-¡ r.JË(=
FrEgFå,rrrmatical1¡- set tar'lh l=,¡ the F,rie=t1;, r.¡rir:ers
as the d'¡le1 1i nq pl sce ct{ yer,rheh f ar the po=t-=.il i 1 i c
cûrnmunity. t5"J

Accordinq to Fretheirrr, the pÊr-rnstnent =trurctur¡-e d{ the t=ii-rpJ.=

brought ¡rith Ít the idea of the racs.li¡-cticn oi Eod. Thu=

the tern¡ "tåLrE¡-nåcI Ê" { i tE r.¡el 1 r nta the I eter- peri ac ¡.t
which time F cppased s.ny mEvE to con{ine 6ac tt: üne pl*c= end

sil" i " þJel i hausen, Frol egc'frrenâ !c lhe Hi =!a¡v gf _I_gr:tu= j{ElevelsnC: ller-idisn" l?S7) p. f,ç+i.
51. F:-E- cienrents, Gsd and renrplE iF,hiladelphie: Fcr-tr-e==,
1?ó5) , p" L11.cf " ;lgo Frenl,: crcs=, ,'Ti-l* Friestl.¡ iabernacl.=,,
i n QLd IC=!S,ll=.:.! I==L!e= (Ssrnurel S:ndrnel r Êdi tc,r , Lc.,ndcn:l-{arper stnd Rcu-r, r?6a., especlal J.y pp. ¿rf,-65) . cr¡s= nirrteE:
"The F'ri e=tI ,v tebernecl e åppear= i n thi s Fer=F,ect:i. !,Ê tc, bet'he culn¡ineting tradition =cherriatic c-rñd ideai ti: be sLir=OT therne= '¡¡hich hsd =ernins,I begiFrt-lin'Js in ti-¡s lIo=erc t=nttt'lcl der-tbt the taber-nac1e acccurnt rJãs to be ån *>rpiånå-ti t:n ísr the past s,nrl å pl"in fcr- il-re futturrE', ip. ó5)"5i. "The Frie=t1;,' Dcci-r¡rrenti Anti-Ternpl.e?,, yf 1ãiit?6ã) I p.



reEsrd him in =tatic ter¡rrs. A= in the p*=t, F ce1 Iec ,'f oy- 
=

retutrn tc' the theocratic åÇer prior ta kingship and ternple,
in their c'L'Jn dar-, l+ith å pecple ¡r-oltnc å nrave*LIe

=anctltery," " [5ïJ

AJ. thourgh trrFrÉ cän línd sr der ri¡ate¡,-i el i n F,, thsse u¡ho

åFgLtÊ {or å' post-ei:Í1ic date {a¡- its ccrrnpositic,n believe thst
the materi al can ;tl 1 be *cccurnted f ar i n 1i qht o{ F,'=

hi stsri. ca1 context, i +-s theol ogi caI i ntenti cins ancl i t= p¡¡i-ti -
cutlar L[Se e{ the slder rnateria], The leu¡g, 1a=t rEþrEI.[,.Êd in
*il-] ef"fort tc' bring reliçior-ts nresning and es=i=t ín the re.Êsr--

mul ati on s{ the Jurdi sn cc'rnrrLrni t iz, arÊ be=t i nterpreteci f rcnr

thi s pÉrspecti.,,e. [54]

dL A Tenati"'= cc,¡clursion Regsldlng riur!þa¡Ehlg *nd !a!E EÍ E

AI1 thase farnili*r urith the debste trctntrEFninq the surthcr-

=hip and dste of F årÈ å,rriåt-e tr)'ç the variety ctl ergurrnen.t=

advanced by Echol ars atternpti ng ta e=tebl i =h F,'s perr:Í cr-rl *=ti-

hiEtarical context. Frarn the above inr,,estige.tion it i= c1e;,¡-

thsrt dtre to the cornpl ex hi st¡ri cel and I i terar;, nati-rre o{ F,,

it i= prob*bl;, irnpassible tcr confine F into åny EnE peri;,d.
The FrE=enÈÉ o{ ,!Êy-,/ anci ent meteri :rI dses nc.t pi-chÍ bi t

in* late dste for ilre fi.nal reda:Èicn of F,, nor does the 1:ts
*inal v-=Cactisn rutle ar-rt the alrthenticiii;r of ti-¡e slier
tv-sdi ti sn'= Ltptf,l-r r¡hi ch i t draurs. I t hes been Ehci.rn ;c.l equretel.;,

th=rt rtâtrf cti the curl ti c and =sci al pr-acti ces f aurnrl i. n F,

=iltend ints I=rael's pi-e-hi=tor,¡. It ie daurb.t.ir-ri., hEf.re.,,el-,

thst F' e¡riEted in'¡rr-it'Len tor¡rr befsre the perrr:d ct{ the
5f,. Ibid.. p" .11b.
54, ilsrrnan 1.t.. Gattr.ial d , Ê L¡gE!Hsrper ¡nd Ficr..r, 1?5?), p" +5f,.
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rncln-"'rtrhy" Yet b'¡ the f autrth ËL=ntLrr-v B" C. E" 'the F'enr::i.t=irch þJsis;

trtrmp1ete =i nce i t i s the EãnrÊ i n bc:t!-¡ the Je'¡¡i sh and Sa¡rrar-i -
tan texts a{ 'that time. t55l

E"r+" SpeiEer-: a'tt=mpting ts accolrnt 4ar ',-he dii,er=e
na'L,urre a{ the F n¡åtEriaI ås i.ie1I åE the senEe oi Lu-¡it,y it
e¡lutdes, =utggests that F' i ç the r^icrl,: ai å =chcrsl u+i tl-¡ r¡at=
eiltending to the ver\r' eerLiest hi=tor;- a{ IEreel . l-.je åt-çLrE=

that F is "nct ãn individural t Et- EVen å grrLrp si lilLe-minded

canternparari es, br-tt å school i.li th an LrnbrÐl:: En l-r i =tar;,, ree=lr-
ing b¡,c1,: tc' e*r1y Israelite tÍ¡neE, and cantinutinç utn.L,il the
er:i1e *ind beyond. "[5É] This l-r'¡po'Lhesi=, he =urqçee.L={ cån

s(ccournt {or the discrepancies in the teirtE end far the gÊn-

eral hamageneity o'F the urnderlyinq tradÍticns. Althourçh thi=
po=ition is plaut=ible the majar criticisir' ¡f hiE cc:r-rtr1t-iEicn

is that thers is ne proof of the tyFe o# =chssl l-¡e en..,Í=ians.

B'/ utsing å tr.ånc'nical type at åFFroachtETl speÍE=r-.=

concEFns cån be tallen ser i ou=l y r-li thaurt hår,,i ¡-rË to ã.1-gt-lË í rtr

the priestly =-chc,ol he =utqqe=ts exi=.ted. There åFFeã,i-= r*c, bL=

Little dc,r-tbt that F hgs incorporEtted å r,r¡i¡-isr;.;,r a.i cid=r-

n¡ateri. sI ' The Fre=ence et thi s I ater irrater i;,1 dse= =lrgge=t å

later red;,ctisn. Thi= final editinç dt th* teirt := tcria;-
gener:l 1y, placed intc tl-¡ e leter par-t ct.F the Ëab;,Lcnien ei:iis

33' J. Alber-r-s Saggi.n, ïntrr-dr-rctlon !¡ !he g1d re=ts-rrrrent..r-rtrffr 1t= ürigins !s lhe Ëls=lng of lhe Êle¿igjfdf¡Ë¡ ESnqElTF;=.--R.J:- caqqin- lFr'riião=Ipr,iãî þie=tmin=ter 1 !?7â) 1p-

=ó. GeneEi=, The Ênchar BibIe ii'.let¡ yorl:: Dor_rbledsr.,;, 1?å4),
ñ .., r, rzi

=7- See Brevs,rd 5. childs, f,,¡!¡sdurcticn !o lhe old re=t¡rnent
å,8 5c¡iplurge iFhilsdelphie: Fartl-esg, 1?7?)l *"¿ "j"r¡rreE A"Ssnc=rs, cenc:n EEd commur¡!!':¿ iF'hi l;rdel¡:hi;¡ FsrtrEs=, J.çõ+) .



trr- eerl ;- past-ex i 1i c ti nre=" t5ãl Thi = pa=i ti sn , hcu..re1,/er ,

dc'e= nct prÊtr1utde the pos=ib1it;, ai f indinç l'lsssic nrste=¡-ie1

j.n F'" At the eå,rrre tin¡e, it r-Êctr'€ni:e='the inrpcrt*,nce c¡
understandinq "l'ls=aic aurthar=hip" .frtfft å thealogic*1 .,,årrtåËÊ--

paint¡ {fne'¡:l-rich EeE[;: = tc t;rl': e seriour=1y the csritrii¡ul:isn s{

the conrrnurni ty di f ¡i th ( i n thi s c;(se F, 's) tg the cåncn . ciql
Thut=r Erre cån urnderstand F å,s incor-pr:r*ting older cr_rltic

rn-rterisl i.rithin it= r^;ritings and rc-shaping it åËcsr-cJinq ts
itE trrwn particltl*r theclogic-r1 c'rienta'tipn i'r.rhich, at c!:Lrr-se,

h-es e./cr1 r,Êd f ronr the c,l der tradi ti ons) .

Frc¡rr thi s perspectÍ.,,e tl-¡e vari curs pc=i ti ons aurtl i ned

e'bt:ve åre not å= polar-i:ed åE they rnåy åFFeår. Filthcurgh e;.ch

årgLre5 Ehst the ma j or i t;- ct{ F bel ongs i n clne pstrt i cr-ri ar
peri ad r none =utggest that nt accreti sn= L.JEre t eter aCded to
F" Having å,c!::nor-iledqed the Fresence sf å f inel etJitar ie) ,

the pri mary ta=il of thi = eturdy then becc,nres crne af rlr scc:l,,sr--

ing F"= final theologicel intent, not datinq il-rc- v*r-ic,ur=

tr-ldi ti on= i n F.

58- Jc'==ph Blenl::instrpp, Ni=dorrr ;,nd Lew il] lEc Çld r=ets.¡rrentr
flg order¡.ng af trlg tn rEgae! ånd _e¡r¡i -qüAãiEO- iûxf crd:Univer=iti¡, I-JB=,) 1 p. Lilf,.
5?' Ëhi1d=, Int¡odrltr!åtrnr pp. 1f,"-1f,5. Ëhild= write=: ,,Th=
irnpJ.icatisnE ta be drawn frsrn thi= urnder=tsndinç af th=
f4cr=aic sutthor=hip i= that ,-r thealogical jurdqrnent o.¡*i et s.tål::=re=p=cti nç the er_rthar-i ty at ï srael .= I ei+, ihe rlairr¡ sil"loEaic suÈhorship fr-rncticned ås å núrff b.¡ u¡hich to te=t .th=
trsditian's surthority. This wås trb,,,iour=lr- not å híEtaric;,jjudgement in the rncdern sense, burt å nies,=urring ct{ the tr,*rtha{ å çrouiing cúrFLrs c:t laui b'/ ilre tr*ditian ranq eiíFerienc=cås autthoritetive' The appeal tp l'laEeic eltthsrshrp Ce:-iv=dit= rleaning anly r.rith the contei:t ai å conrrnurni ty of f aith {eri.¡hsnr å boc;' ef wri tten tredi Ii c'l'l hed sl resdy beerr reËc,gni: e,jå= autthst'itatir'e. Thc= clairr af I'icEaic Err-rthor=hip thereiorefurncticrned ti-¡ eelaçical 1;- within thE cnnrrnuniti,, ta e=.t;rbiishthe cETt-ui nuti ty of the {si th a{ slrccEsEi.,,Ê geneF¡ti anE ¡ir ii-rthst r.lhich h;d trnce bc-en de1ivered tr: I'lo=e= et sin"li _,'

,¡í-ì



i. E'= Ee,LgLi_r_n=i:t_E !a Urc eLi.e_r equrqs=.
Any stutdy etterrrptinç to Lu-rde¡-s'L,and F'= tl-realog.¡ nrut=t

{irst ctrnrÉ l-e =ûffre trc,nclursisns r=çar-dinç its l-elatron=hrp ts
the other EcrLtrces. t/¡,rious vie,¡ls eiri=t here åE l.rei1, end

clnE'e pasitien iE dii-e,ct1r- related .ts qure=ticns rÊgc,t-Cing

d¡te and aurthor=hip. It ÞJåE c-tr,-ÇLrEd pre.riaur=1.¡ tli;t.t F,'= {inal
redactisn probabl'7 occltr¡-ed in the eililic,rpast-elilic pericd.
t¡Je ¡ri11 noL.J =r:ami¡-r e p's relatianship to.the ather EûLrrEEs"

Ee{are proceedi ng ts thi s di =curEsi sn i. t i s necEeEsåry ta
addreg= bri ef 1;' the contrcrverEi s,l Í =sute cclrrtrerni ng .the I i ter-
åry Etstlt= aÍ F'.

ïhe qure=tj.on frequtently detrated iE this: Dc,eE F,rÊprÉ_

sent ån i ndependent 1 i terary EoLrrce úF cã(n El-,e {:ctnEi der- i t
e=sential 1y å rsdaction ai earlier F'errta'teutcl-¡:il str¡LrFtrE='?

These crppa=ing posÍtic'ns åt-e freqr-tentI;- ;,=strci*.ted ¡rÍ.il-i i{ath

and cross, rÉsFectively. IrJath has erglred th*t F,be con=id-
ersd a narr;tive soLrrtre produrc=d b:,, Èr =ingIe :turthcr-rtói:ll

wfrilE crsE= ha= sourçht ts denrcnstrete that F, pre=Lrppcj=És

certain JE trsditionç end, therefE¡-e, daes ncit res.letE g-¡erï¡,

F,' rather than sn independent =ELu-ce,, iE tl-¡s {Ínal rEcac-
tclr.tó11 In an efforL to =l-rEr.i the incorrrpl*te neturi-e ai F,,

Crú=e rnåi:: eg sÊ.,¿er*,1. c,bgeFi,sLianE. For e:.ranrp1e, l-¡L= paii-,tç .tc

the absence of ånj- stcr'¡, in F' of the bir-th ct.F ccrrurptlcr-r ¿n

'Lhe otherl.,riEe "Éi{c=edingly gocd,, creeticn.l-óil F, sl=c ccin-

tai n= no tr¡di ti or¡ of the bi rth snd .¡clrth scccurnt a¡ l"lc=e=

åi-!. l'1' l'leth, Ê i-Jls!ary at F'e¡!a!er-tsha! Tredi.tian=, l-r*n=. .?.i+nder=sn (l.iew Jerser,,: F'rentíce-l-lall, 1?7"); -trtr: ?-i1, f,ç.al sc Ei ==f el dt , I¡:= QI_d l==!eqgt!, F . "r:)5 "
¿r1 . Crc,==, Qgt¡+Lflg [ÍU-J: pp. f,{:)1-ï:1 "a?" IÞid", p. ï{ló,

u1



The ¡no=t sturnni nç an¡i =si crn {rarn the Fri es.tI ;,, dcrcur-
ment i s å narrs,ti ve o{ the covenant tre'-e,rrr'n./
Froper " The co'¿enant at si nai r.Jårs the c 1 i m¡,;l tr:
which the entire F'rie=t1y labar had b=en directed.
Israel '= f i naI gi f t of the Fr-EsencÊ at yahr.ieh '=
Glary "tåbernåc1ing" in t!-¡eir rnidst. I=ree1,s finel
1;'u.l , adumbrs,ted in earlier cc.lenånts, L.Jå= nËl¡j
revealed rn íurlr.... Ta sLrpFc'sË that the F,rie=.tI,¡
trEtdent si mp 1 y hed ntrr trsd i t i cn a{ the trûr,/Ér-r ëtF¡t
rite= et sinai i.= incredible. Td pasit a thec,i-y
that F lred n., co.¡ensnt at aI1 a'1. sinai ie a forti-
ori beyond credence. Ei ther the F're,i stl y tradent
hed the tr¡dÍ ti on and à redactor hes renraved i t i n
cornbining F with JE, Er he rel ied ún the Epic
tradition, e.spÊtriaI1y the E tr-editian o{ Excdr-t=
!4:1-B {ar the näFrative sf the co.¡enant rites. In
ELU' vi er.l , the l stter al ternati ve f i t= f sr ffiErE
=esi 1y i+i th the evi dence. tå41

Cross h*rs here n¡ade ä strong case !

Althautgh thege t'¡.rc, contra=tinç views reprÉE=nt +-l-re cIa=-
si cal pasi ti ons tal-;:en by cri ti ca1 schsl arsl-ri p , they n=,=d r-rr.t

constitlrte the anly aption= å',,:ti1able tc, the oic re=tarnent

stutdent. childs ha= attemptec ts prcvide å media.ting t.iFÊ

po=i ti on:

It caurld well be that F,, Et- a. partion at it L.JS,E ånindependent =ELIFce år-¡d elso served å reds.c.tic,n*I
rsle. The problern eËeff¡s to be haur tc explein, Enthe trne hand , F '= clb.,,i tr,uis dependence crn JE i ¡-rplå'c==, =,nd cl¡-r the cther h*nd, il-rÊ åpperentl:,, ÍnCe_pendent i nteçr i ['¡ c'f hi = narrati ve i n tl-¡e ¡thei-

and " (r.¡i thourt the ELrppl ement af Epi c tredi ti an i

=f the ci rcutrnståntrE= at hi = deeth c,t- pl ace of

l'last =Lrrpt-ising ø.F sl1 is F'= =ilence concerninç
ngnt-nral;: ir'g Ê.¡ent st Sinai. Ct-ct--= u¡rite=¡

ð;-:, -IÞ¿d. t F. f,17-AIã. ErcE= obsÊr..,e=
the centr;,1 i i,3r-rre i n the Fri est11,, srr-rr-c=
f i cn el the hi =tary and i nsti tr_rti an= of
ba'Èh hi= prirnar-i, interest åt-r d the c1j.¡rra;r
nr"i =ei r,r,e 5ñ-.Ê-=F i -. -..,-l; -.-Lr - : r L.- r----u¡¡¡¿--¿u¡r= srliiJELa¡ rt¡ H;.il,JJ. 1(-Ë(¡J.l= lì- ÍF l,::¡-t ÈtrJ
did nst 'r-epart the¡n. It is evÊn r¡ErE dí
ti-rat he i;t t-¡Ei.J ntr sttch tredi ti on=,' iF. f,1A)
b+. ¡bid.r FF. f,1?-:f:r:r.

^i . --.- 
-_.L 

Ll 
--grYc= ttuLti¿ttg

br-u-is.l . "tåf,l

ti-rat Ei ncr= "l"lcgeE i 
=and the r-ÊcLìn=ti-r_tc*

t-he i.lc's;,i c ;-t.JÊ L.=
of hÍs þJciFl:: , these
sr-rch Lreditrorr= snd

+ficr-rl L ta iri-reç:ne



PríLE=. LÕ*JJ

Onl y ¡f ter crre has gai ned å r,.¡hal i =t i c F,er-=pecti i,e al F, 
,=

theologíca1 intent and hiEtcricel cantei:t, trån rne beqÌn tc
deal u'¿ith tl-rÊ qlte=tion= childe rei=eg. Havinq pleced F;'=

final conrpa=itic'n in the e:.li1ic perioC or 1e'terr åF¡d havinç
Þrie{1y sllurded tc, ti-re inrpartance ¡f the tabe¡-nac1e, etc.
(*11 clo=el.¡ cEFrnected ta the sinai event), l,lc¡th,= =LrqEe=-
tian, that F'l'Jã.5 Lrnår-Jåt-É o{ the esrlier =ignific¡nt trarji-
tions, is nat cclrr.,,incinq. Htr,L.le.,,Er-, F,'s di=tinct cr-tltic tradi-
ticrn issurrc=?) may hå.ve {utncticrned ã= å çuridÍng FFlnciple in
i t= redacti sn o{ the ol der ineteri aI .

Thi s str-rdy al F f ol 1au¡s crsse r,.¡ho å,==Lrjr¡e= that F, i E

f arni 1i ar r'ri th JE" F''s rel eti onshi p ta JE r.¡i 11 be derr¡c,nsti--rt=,1

when di =cutssi nç i ts theol aq,/ " Sorl¡e bri ef ccrnrnrentE neec ¡*a be

rnEtde et this pc,int, he',.lever, r^¡ith regsrc tc F.z rel;ttiarr=hip
tcr D. The natutre rt{ this relation=hip he= been å cc,t-r trÐv=t--

=i el 
=r-rb 

ject ånrúng =chol å,t-=. st:¡ne a{ th= reà.EtrnE {ctr thi =

þecarne epparent in tl-rÊ abcve discr-rsEicn ctrncer-ninq the dete
¡nd alrthc:rshi p sf F'.

Thage ¡¡hc pl ece l=" = ccnrpo=i ti on i n the FrÊ-ex i 1i. c p=1,--

i ad t tr'F regård F''s end D's canrposi ti sn ås accurri nq Ecrrei.rh=tL

=Írnutlteneclt=1y, l-¡ã,ve t*l': en sÉ.¡erå1 åpprcåtr1-¡Ë= ç-tFrd årr-i.,,e et
vår-ic'Lts =clnclut=iúnE. As=utrninç rnsjar- di t+ErEnce= betl.¡eel-r F, s.r-rc

D (i.e., tireir attiL,utd= 'tcwe¡-dE !;: inq=hip, netii:nhccd"
pri e=t= r Le"'i tes, clrl t , etc. ) , rne ri¡å.v f t:l 1r:r^r the if,¡35r ti an

=et cltt b'r' Haren .=nc reç=.r-d l-' ag deri \,i r-rq {rorr¡ =iln-¡e ¡:rr =stL ;,

è5" Brevard 5.
-, 1 1-T
¡t.

Chr 1d=. Intrc,dt_tc_tLcn !c !he Dl cf Te=ts,rr¡ent,



EerTr i -estrtEri c ci rc1e, r¡hg== ¡lri ti nçs i¡JerÊ Lrrrå.,,åi 1-tbl = ts
f,'" tåål l¡lein{eld aller= ån eltern*trve pc=itian ;lËcûrdrnq tc
whi cir the di'f .terÊnËÉ= i n D anrl F, t-eprESeFrt the j. deol oçi e= c.i

tws diç+érent schtr'sL=: D i= e=--igned 'ta the =c¡-ibe= u.rhs ãre
å,ssrf,ci ai:ed r.:i th the courrt; F, i = il-r e u.¡crri,: of pri est= r..rl-¡s å,rE

cÛntrÉl-I-¡Éd r'¡i th the terirpl e ri tes, end cr-r1t . Eä7I þJei n{e1d des-
cribe= the reliçicn of F å,s thecrcent¡-icatl'7 oriente,l ancJ th;t
aí D ås anthropocentri c. [óãi rhe pri e=t1y I i teratrr¡-e r.Jå=

clearl r- intere=ted Ín the secral realm af 1i.f E r.¡hiIe .Lhe

scribe= "t'Jrote 1iteratr-tre deelinq pr=donrinantly r.rith inË(n and

the mutndane r.¡c'r1d. ', [õg]

Ether scholer= placing p in the pre-E]{i1i.c perÍad hå.,,8

arguted thst tlre differ-encEs between F anC D hå,',,8 be=r-r =iíå!-
gerated - Far exarnple, the di=tinctic,n beti,.¡een prie=t= and Le-
vites in F and D hs.s been c:\,ier=tated. t7t-r-l 'Friecjmsl-r quie=tlsn=

the ctnrnrtrn asslrnrpti on ¡ns{de b'y' irråny O1d Te=t.=n-¡ent scl-rol srE
(f oI l oni ng þlel l he.ursen ) wha årgLre that F, i s I ater tl-ren D

becsut=e a{ "the fect that tl-re centrali:atian crncÉi-nLnq thr=

place si war=hip is ntr longer -rt aI 1 urntJer discur==icn, burt i=

=inpry s,s=utmed."[71] Accardinç to Friedrnan, F,,= cantinr_r*tl

f ocutE trn the tebernacl e, ¡¡hi ch he å=strci a'tes r..¡i.ti-r the Fi r=t
TenrplertTiJ =i-tqgest= tl-r;t F'prat==t= tcc inurch tc ås=LrrrrL: ti-¡åt

o¿:" Í:EE p. 7:.
b7 . DeUtetgrlgqy,, Ftr . 1Af,- 184.
å4. IÞid., F. ts5"
6?. lÞid", p. 184.
7i:]. *bbs rns,h:e= tJ-¡i s pc,int¡
L.Jriçht's leed in ,,The Le.,,ites
?-E -?..-\._¡ Á ÈJ -._ì . j r_.¡ ¡

7I. l¡leiEer, ïntrcdr_rctisn.
In!rc:dutctisn, p. 54. Fchrer,
7?. See p. 7i.-r.

=ee p. 7!. HsrE l-rÊ fajl¡r,.i= 6,E.
in De'*rter-ononri/" Ui 4iL?5+), pp"

p. if,8. See alsa OeEt=i-ier-, An
j¡lgadurctign. p. iA5.
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centrå1i =eti an ha= been åctrù¡rrpl i =hed . LTAJ þli t-h reg;rrcl ts
c=ntral i=ed r,.rar=hip, l-¡Ë relate= the E:rtyr= tsÍcl a{ Le.¿i-

ticLr= L7:7 ta Jo=iah'E centr;li=;ttian in I i'..inqE if,:ã þrl-rÈr-e

Jcisi ah "bFc,l,:e the banrc,th sf the =ety rE,, . û4; Êccsrci ng ts
Fri edrnan both D and F, þJe¡.Ê urri tten b,/ pri e=t= l.riio reprs=ented

di{+eren't circles þuit did, neverthele=s, =hare .,,åriclLrs ccln.-

cern= and e\,rÉrr uiEed =i mi l ar ter¡n= " t7=rJ

The rnajor di f +erÉtlcÉ r"lhi ch Fri edmen FE¡,-cËi .,/E= betr.reen

the tu.lc' pri est1y ci rcl e= i = rel ated tg thei r =¿,cred I i tere-
turre. He i+rites:

hlhi 1e al l of the pri rnari, =oLrrce= ai the Tor*h =pe;[,:ø{ the holinesE of the entire people of Isreel the
concept sf ånr gadas i s part i curl er- I ;- erirpha=i : ed i nÐ. rts rnogt =ignificant ccnseqLrence ÍE tl-r E ;tbsence
on the 1evels of horiness u..¡hich ch¡racterire F,. t7él

['lherea= F'del inietes betu¿een territary õttrd curltic r€=Ftrn=rbi-
lity' D dees not. F'ointinç ta llr-r¡nb=rE 1¿:li he sltçge=t= ths.t

"the l':.srah accclrnt iE apparently a prieEtl.¡ t-esFLllisE ts the
f,'eLrtercnorri sti c st*rnce . " c77I þ;crah here å,rqLrË= =.g.ri nst_ l'1c=eE

':lnd A-=rron: "YcrLr ta|,.e tsc, rnuchu {ar all the cBngi-egá..L.icn, all
of tl-¡Ërnr åFe holyu *rnd Gc:d is in their midst¡ =nc r.rh-¡ c¡ .,/üLr

rai=e )/tr'Lr,t-se1ve= crvet- the trongreqatiarr ctr Gadr,' lnlc,EeE, rep1.¡

snd Gcd '= actÍ cns tlren ser\,/e ta endsrge the cl i f iey:ent di E-
'tinction= '¡¡hich F' =Eei:: E to teech ii.e., ,'dif.ter-er_-t rdeae cif

'the preragtl--i"'EE o{ 'Lhe pri==t= end Levitse *rr: t!-r e cs.=l-i.tr-=.1

7=,. i!.e E,:.1_L=, p. ó+.
7+. Ibid., p. ó5. þJith thi= i-=:rdinç r:{ t,he te:rt he foltai.i=the enrendatÍi:r-¡ sf l!c'th (end ather=)t sEE ilcth, Le.,,ititrLiE, p"
1f,1.
TË f LJ J;-,r. iitrLd., F. 64.
7Ò. _IÞfd=, p. ö?. Ei:od. t?:o (J)¡ Le..,. 1?:!
14:?r3i; l¿::1?¡ 

"3:?:(FE refereC ta 3s the
--tf the Tclråh. "
77" Ibid.

i F') ¡ Delr-c . 7.. o i
" pt- i msr'.¡ =tLlrtrÉE



F1 åtre" [78] ) .

Friedn¡an also br-tilC= Lrpon tl-re po=itian r..rhich identifieE
the tr.¡a di+ierent prie=t1.r, hourges å= l.lr_rshite and As,r:niC"L7gJ
According to hirn, the I'lurshite Tcreh Þråe o4ien--ive ta the
Êaronids becaut=e ef its infrequrent reference to the A¡ranid=
snd i t= derogetorr- treatnrent of thenr i n the çøI den ceL f
accoutnt"tSi:)l Tl-¡erefare, he h.¡pothe=ires the coirrpc=iti¡n at å

=ecc'nd Ïcrah hy the Aerani ds whi ch wautl d ser1./e ta 1eçi ti ¡r¡i:e

thei r cr-rl ti c posi ti an snd pre=ent thern i n better I i ght. lJe

=utggest= that bcth Je¡-enriah (ã:8) end Erel,:ie1 (??:lró) r.iitnes=

the pFesÊncÊ af ån s,l ternat i.¡e Tt:rsh.

tìccsrding ta Friedn¡an Jerernieh is r..¡e11 år.Jå(rÊ ctí F, =inc=
he Lrses itE blessinç phre=e, "be f rr-iit{ur1 snd mur1tipI.;,",' iit
thq Eåffre time he åttach: E il-¡e äF[:: isnd it= csnnectian tc,

bI e=si ng ) and repl aces i t wi th ån errrpha=i = E,n the pI.:ce enc

nårne theolag'r, fciurnd in D"tB1l of Jerenriah's dercç;.tar.y ccr¡-

r¡ents regardi ng the Eåcri f i ci al =y=tem he rnrri te=:

ieremiah'= classicel sttscl:: Lrptrn the e{ficåcy at
Eå,tr:-i f i ce ni thourt obedi ence sesffis ts r-e{ I ect LhegI ternati.,,e Tsrsh ccnrpo=i ti on= o{ the Deutterc¡-¡ c-
mists snd the riaronid priestl;- hor_tse as welI. Tf¡e
cri ti cal i nterest ai the F'ri e=t1 .¡ 1i tereturE i n
=acrifice is patent. DeurterEnÐfir.,vr ûr-¡ the ather
hsnd, ccrnteins no canrparative detsiled legi=l;t.[ian
on the parti curl ars cf se.tr¡-i f i ce. tBll

Jeren¡i sh here chsl 1ençes the cl si m n¡ade by' F, ti-rat

r'rere di'¡i nei .¡ ardsi ned i n the u¡i l derneE= =:.ccrrdi
Tsrsir" hiith thiE per=p=ctive Fri=drnan ctíier-- ån

c'frtsring=

ng to F' '=

r nt=re=tl nq

ãí'l

lrtl ñ -, iil

Crc== " CåT¡ac-tt-r!!e l"ly!h,
Friedrnan, fhe E,rlle t pp
f,bid., p. 7A. See Jer.
Tlri rf r, 7A

pF. i?5-"15.
J I l- ) I

f,s 1o{f .

cao



Ínterpretatisn at the relation=hÍp bet'¡.reen D and F,. Ê.t the

=åme tinre it piece= bsth =qurarel 7- in the prÊ-=i{ilic ¡:er-iad.
Those l.rho plece F' in the e:riIic period aften see Iit.LIe

nreåning{r-r] interscticn bety¡een F snd D" Having plscec D

=onrer+here a.rournd the ge.,,Enth centurrl, Ê. C. E. , i.L i = i nter_
preted å= havi nç 1i ttl e i n cÐirrrrtr'n uri th F'" Gottr.¡al d r+r-i t=E:

"DELtteroncrrry [:] r-¡trr.,J5 nothinç d{ F,eithe¡- tt.y cirect re{erenËs,
qutcts-Eian t --tt sllursiÉr-,.',tÊf,1 rhe EpÊtri{ic di+.íÊrEn1;Ë,: þJerE

t{eFÊ refered tc' in the di=curssion concerning il-¡e qltes.tion ai
aurthor 

=h i p and det= . EA4J

The Deutteronorni =ti c hi stoi-í ans, rrlhcrn E. L.l. f.ii chol san h-:,s

shov¡n to be the cirect de=cendants ct{ the rriçinel D cii-cIe
and traditionïtãEJ althaurgh ='L,andinq clcser chransl=gice1 1.,r

to Pr lìå"'E also frequtently been csnsidered ourt o{ tc,utcfi u.rrtl-¡

F'. Ël auts þJesterir¡ånn 's csnrr¡rent= rEpre=ent -:. u.ri de=pre.-td pa=.i -
tisn:

F deveraped in the sårnÊ åpFra:linrete per-iad åE didthe Deutercrno¡ni c hi stc,ry r yet the two hä.,,e l i ttl e
i n trEmräc'n. They rnust heve enrerged f rsrn cc,rrrpI =tel y
di f +erent ci rcl es and cornpl etel y di f f erent tr.:di -

79" Erc'ss, Cangani!e Þ1y!hr FF. lg5-215"
ãü. Fri edn¡an , fhe E¡¡le r FF . 7t_t-71 .
81 . Ibi d. , p. 7f," See Jer. i: 1åi{.
4"" Ibid,, p. 74.
8f,. Gottwald, Ê Lfgh!: F. +45.
LLg!., p. LA7"-cl+" See p, 7õ.

Ef . Dri'.,er, Êjl _!r,ttcCirc-

85" DeurteronEmr and rr-=rd!t!,=¡ iF,hi l edel phi e: FcrtrÉss,r?ã7) I Fp. r.(17-119- He derrronstrates haw D and Dtr. H. årec1o=eI'¡ rel eted i n b¡th L ançurege enC ti-retrl i:gi cal =t*ndpai nt,Accordi nç ta i'Ji chol son r con=i derabl e pcr-ti c¡s ctf th* pr==entbcol'': af DeLttEr-onclfty , psrtl cr-tl årl '/ the { i rst i ntrútJurc'tr=i-;,,chapter= 1-4, the plutrar påssc-tÇe= i^riil-rin ci-råFtEr= r-f,i:r, andf-he trclnclr-rdinç ch*,pter= f,i-f,4., trErre frrm the pEr-r di the Dti-.H. {=ee pp. rå s,nd 1r:¡a). Flrrther, l,licholson place= L-\ erc,urncthe =e"'enth cr=nturry, and the Etr. H. in ti-¡ e .l¡te pre-ÊiÍiLic crre:ri1ic periad ipp" 11f,-114).
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ti ons. F =tendg cl oser to
Yal-rtJL=t".. " tBól

the u.lcr l-': u'f !L-

t. P_= FL.ce in thg Çsno¡

It þraE argured abcve il-rst F, iE ã la.te-=ililic ttrr =sr 1 '¡

post-exilic worir u¡hich r-ttili=ee JE and hiçh1ights cer-teir-¡

contrerne r¡hich Etri=e c'ltt al itE per-ticurl=tr hi=torical csntext
and its priestly tradition, Furr-ther, it is hiçh1;. urnliksly
that P , ccirnpo=ed af ter D r þJås LtnåþJår-E of å EEL¡-trg ã= i mpc,r-

te.nt å'5 D. Fri edrnan has ed.¡anced ån i r¡t*re=ti nq -ireLrnr=i-rt

which reqard= the writing ctt F ås å r-e=pon=Ê Ls D. The cún-

f l ict betuleen the l"ï-r=l-rite *nd Êsranid priestl.¡ cÍrcì.e=, es

prapa=ed by Fri edriran *ni others i s not , howe.¿eF , tctel 1 .¡

canvincinq. There seem= ts.be Iittle eilplicit procf in ti-¡E

'Eext that sutppcrts this contention.

That di+fev-encÉs between F'*=tnd D exi=t r,.¡ourld be di.t:fi-
cutl t ts di =purte. Th* di +f Érgncge, hcluievÊi- , eri se ourt ai
thei r di +f erent hi stsri ceI contertts. Ê1r:ng r.lr th Fri edrnen,

this =turdy ta[,:es, the po=ition that both F, and D åre the
produrct of pri estl .¡ r+ri ters. Eon'trary tc Fri edman , hÐr,.Je.,,i=r, 

.

the dif f Erentres in D s,nd F' åre not be=t eirplained =a1eI .¡ b,r,

poi n'Ei nq tc¡ tl-¡e i dec,l oqi c;I di f f erFntre= b=tr.reen i:,ri e=tl y

hcut=es br-tt b'y ccn=iderinq e1=o the di tfÉr-encee l.rhicl-r reletp
ta the pcint cf oriçir-r. D end F' åre prcdurct= =f Ci f +erpn.l:

times" D, [-Ji-itt=n Ín the sevenil-¡ centutr,v, iE r¡c]]-= dir=ct1y
ccncerned wi th qute=ti sn= rel sted tc, nati anhasd ,, ci.,,i I 1åu.;,

and kinç=hip, th-=.n is F'. Tliere ig qeneraJ. eqr==nren.t bl-¡et F

1s ir¡orE cilncel"ned i^¡i't-h il-nåttËrs reI sted tc the cr_rl t.

Bó. iflerrren!= ej !_ld re=t=nrent rl¡ec1ogy, Tr-c-tr-rs. þj. stct.tiri'tl snte: Jshn l"i¡s;r 1 I?A?) I p. 
"1f,.

en



tahinç into consideretion F" e thecrlagic"-t1 per-spective, l.¡hich

t,li11 be e:rernined next, it vrill becorrre å.Fp€.ren.t th*t it, t,:i:,
po==es=ed ËtrncEFne reçå,rding iE=ire= relsted ta ,'nå.tisnhocd,,"

L'Jri ti ng arsutntJ 'the end d{ the e=il i I i c peri cd , F, =ee[:: 5, tc¡

create ã, =EnEe of order {ør *q di=pars.te pecple. It LrEes the
o1d tabern.icle and år!': treciticn= Ín å.n ett=mpt to c¡-eet=

"Gad1 ;- Er-dÉl- " " Frethei rn has *rguted bhat F. i = snti -ternpl e

bec*:ut=e ct{ the lir¡itetic'ns the temple plsc== on Et:d ts rïrEVL=

e'bot-tt '¡lith I=rEtel "t871 This a'btu=n¡Ft ta accsutnt {ar F,'= thec-
logical inter-rt in celling {sr å retlrr-n s{ the t*be:,-necl= årrcl

erk is lautdable. In this Een=e his trÐnclut--ion {i.t= r¡el 1 i.rith
the standerd cr-iticel .,,ieL.J r.¡l-¡ich r=çard= F ss re.Flectint¡ Lr.pcn

the past, ideali.rinq it and att=mptinç ta =et aert =orr¡e pro-
grarn u¡hi ch ini çht recFeete that i d.¡l 1 i c =tate *t the l ater-

d*¡te af ter I=rsel '= returrn ts F,sI e=tine.

Ïf trne placee Frethei'n'= conclursion= taqe'Llrer- r..rii-lr

tha=e af Fri edrnan a mûre sati sf yi ng el ternete r,,i Ei.J :,ri Ee=.

Friedrr¡an has arguted that the tebern¡c1e and c-tF!:. hJer¡r r,t;r¿,J

in the holy ctt hcrlie= in the Fir-Et Temple tin¡e=. tAgl i= it
nat pa=sib1e that F1 i..iritirrg at the leter cl =-ttei LrsÊ= t¡¡Ê
tebernacle and erk in Ét =ymbolictgg] u.ray in ån effsrt ta get
ta the '-'Ey''f heirt of israel's f *ith-i Erath il-¡e tabernac.re :.¡d
Lhe arf: FjÊFe =;,nrbci r c af tl-rat prhi ch I i e= a.t the trt:rË ci
I=l-ael's cutlt: nsrrreJ.'¡ Gad's FFEEenE= -l'nd surb=eqlren.L bIe==inç.
It ff!åy be çci r-rq too f sr- to =uqqe=t r åe does Frethei irr, th*t F

t'¡rotE aq.ei n=t tho=e t'lhc =olrqht to l-eÞuri 1d tf-.e ternp.l e, burt F, 
.=

47. Ses pF" 77-7A.
86" See F. 7i-r.
A?" Furller Ciscì_r==ion ai ',=.ynrbcIi=n¡,, il-r l:,, i:n FP. 1:'b-if,'J



hJriting= ccrutld be ctrt-¡=idered ås anti-tenrple ta .the e:lterrt
thst F res.ct= tcl th= e)íc==sËE a.F U-re First renrple.t?r-rl F.

de=ire= t= =eparate itself rrant the dete=teb1e histary ctÍ the
Fi rst rempl e end tfreref sre usËs the tern¡ ,'tåber-natr1Ê,, . Ê1-

thor-rgh bc,th the ãr-1.:. end tl-¡É tabern¡cle þJerE ntr icnger å

reality in the erlilic and pa=t-exilic periad tl-rey continured

to be =yrnbcl i car l y e{f ecti ve i n EiÍpre==i nç the esgence al Is-
r ¡el ' c .E ='i l- F-.

P '-rI i ti mate1..¡, d{ trolrr-sE

nacl e and arl,: burt the u.¡l-¡c,le

beccrning å neticrn in F,ales-tine

broader scen*rrio wi.thin which

placed. For F, Sanders u¡riteg:

, nct anly stresses the t*ber-

l'lass,ic erå prior La I=ras1'=

. J=rne= Sender= provi dee the

the abc,ve F' perspectÍ.,,E Êåt-¡ bs

ndepen-

r,=,r:r¡l-, \_HLr¡ s

int Ðn

Israel'= pervsding identit;- lei- nst y¡itl-¡ the Latey-pha=e= a{ nsticnerÍ:etion ø* her FrÊ-ei{i1ic e*is-tence Í n the qrsnd cr i nrax es a{ the can qurest af
c-enaan and Jerlt=a1 ern , burt e:r c 1 r-t=i ve1 y r.,¡i th u.ihat hedbeen at the hesrt o.F the earl ;- n¡c=ai c clrarrrphictyanic cutlt recitals in the f irst place
cl i macti c now FJas not å nati or-r c-rl. tri rrnrph , burtrather -å wor=l-rip service prcljected ictr thst ti¡rre
u.rhen the tribe= wourld ent=r the lend and tatre itilo langer at the heart of the cancln r.rås ther-eåny nstionalistic furlfillment of identitr- cr hope,but rather å service ctt the.ntr=giving F¡-trjected .ígr
the ti¡r¡e thst reEtcratian i+t:lrld te!':e pLace. tî11

iiccc,rding to Sander= F hJå= nst the FtrssÊssÈr ctt årr 1

dent EoLirc= burt I argel ;, sçrec-d ",¡¡i'th ccI 1 e,içLrÊs oi D',

ing the JE epic isrrthourgh il-rey did "pLrt their ii"rpr-

?i:). In re=pcrnse cti Frethei¡r¡'s ,,,iebJ-- J. Alberta saççinwrites, "this theor'¡ ã,FFÈårs t¡ be urntenai:re in surch å neet_lsrrn, buit i+ it i.JEre tsned douln nr're snd r=-expre==ed in Ies=ei:trerne terrn= it could e:<p1:in the inEi=tence tr,n the tent eIå time nhen there i.Jer= sniä¡ated disc.r==ion= :,bcr_rt the rE-building ai tl-re Temple (L[!fgd.U=!ign, p. 1-+f,).?t. Igf¡h. i!.d. qÉ!.q!. iFhi t¡delphiar For-t¡-Es=, j.?;;:) ? F. 48,,



it")"t9"l '/et F þJåE ¡rat interested in the JED l-ri='tar.r- in
Judge= to F.inq=" Sander= rdvanceE tl..ro reãsonsr ,,F,.= r-,¡åndãtÊ

in the e:'rile to gE beycnd D in fincing the trur= idr_-ntit,¡ c'f

Jutdaisnr¡ and the neces=ity in the po=t-=:lilic F,L=r-si.å,n pei-iod

ta revie'¡¡ t-he p¡l-rsle histcr;- at Yahwisff¡ ir-¡ ligl-rt d{ .Lhat

identity. "tgf,l 1n F alnroet sr,rs¡.irlf-rj¡g iE directly related tc
the cr-tlt, inclutding the= lar,.¡=, since it r{ås F,,= de,=ire ,,tr

provi de di =per=ed Jlrds,i =rn r..ri th ã .,,í 
=í bl e r-el 1.r,.i nq par n.t cf

i Centi ty trrn the clne hand , antl a .¿i ¡,b1e rel l.i,i ng pai n t sf hcpe

Ërn tl-rE otl-rer I the 1 apr and the Jerlrsel en¡ cr_tl t . ,' [ ?4 ]

Usi nq the l"ltf,=ai c tlreal ag y r,+hi ch l-¡ ;.rl been redi Eccver-ed

in tl-¡e FrE-Éxi1ic Deuttercnornic ¡-evivel , F =ourght ts provide
f ar Isree1 å netJ EËnsE at i denti t;, and hcpe. Sander= L-Lai-r_

cl lrde= hi s di scutE=i on ct{ F l.ri th the gbser.,,eti. on: ,,Fc,r the F,

thinl::ÊFS to be willinq to res't thEir- Ëase cln å purrel-,r i*loseic

base i= 'ver"/ utnderstendable. Tl-rey beliÊr,Êd thet TErer=r,= neþj

snd trute i denti ty r¡Jå,s to be f aurnd i rr

Ër-icy. " tç51

ã. pr i ei=et I 'r, thec-

F'u in ån effort to prevent the exces=e= ai the p=r=t,

p1=ce= l-r LrmeFcll-Ls restrictian= crn'the curlt" þJeinfeld, folic,r..rinç
other scholåFs., haE =teted'thst "Eåcr-ifice, =ccc,rding t=
DeuttErtrnsinTv, i E nat ån i ns'ti tr-rtÍ one.l ¡rracti ce bur,: å per-=ane.-L

Ene-o.."t?ål Tt i= pr=Ëisely this point açstir-rsi r¡¡hich F,

reects' It u¡a= =t¡ted åbc'"'e thst tlre di =ti ncti cn l--¡eti.¡een the
L-=\'i te= :.nd pri e=t= i¡-¡ D ¡nd F, has been e){åqgc-r-*rted b.,¡ err,-¡e

?i. Ibid. , p" 49.
9=" _lbtC", p" 47.
?4" Ibid", p. q6.
ç5. IbÍd., p. 48"
?â. LrleinfeIC. Ðeurt=rpna-úyr F. 11".
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scl-iolars in the ps=t"i?71 rhis is nst tc, så.Ì,, that dif{Er-entrEs

do not eirist" In P it is the rÉeFcn=ibilit¡, a{ tl-re As,ronid=

slone t-= ofier 5å,crifices to God. Tl-ri= app*rent resti-ictio:,-,
cr narroi'li ng =e¡-veE tcl pl ace be-r-ter csntrcl = tr'n tlie curi t i c

excssse5 si past generati an= i^¡hen f ei.rer gr-ri del i neE L.Jel-Ê i n

pl ace (enf arced?) tc, regurl ate the cutl t.

Nhen Jererni sh attecþ;s the Eatrri f i ci sI sy='tern, l-gBl ¡-¡i =

í= bsst interpr-eted åe- å prlemic eg.einst false r¡s¡-=hip.l?g7

Êccordi ng to Fri ecl rnan, Jerenri ah here chal l =nges F .s 
=trcnq

enrpha=i= En =å,crifÍce and itE cc,ntention thet affe¡-irrq= þJere

di'¡inely ordsined in the wildernes=.[1{:){:r] 'ç.lein{eld hes ¡b-
served that this steten¡ent is "å slap in the íace {ar the
Friestly cade...."tlil1l rhe positisn tå,!;:en b.¡ thi= =tLrd.,, is
thgt Jerenri ah , rether than di f f eri ng {rctnt F, 1 ec.Lutsl 1y =tanci=
in harnronT '¡¡ith F' in it= protest agains.t {aIse r.¡srship.lli:i"l
97" See FF" 7I and A4.
?4. Jererni ah 7: "1-iÉ.?+. C+. IEaial-r l:1t_r-ît-rt Hosea ?:11i Ênrs= E¡"1-14.
1t:l{J. Friedman, LEC EA¡_I-C, F" 74.
Lü1. l'1- þJei nic-1d, "JEr-erni ah and the 5pi ri tr-ral i'letarnrrphúei 

=a4 ïeråel ," 4ÊU. ã8(197ó), F. 94.
1t-!:- There re¡n¿.in nråny utnrEsal ved I i teråry-cri ti cal qlre=ti cn=concerni ng the booi,: o{ Jererni ah. J:inres L. CrenËl-rår.j, i n "ALivinq Tr¡dition: The Elosl': at Jerenrial-r in Currrent Fje=e¡rch,,tln! 17 ( 1?eÍ) , 117-13?l,, has cb=erved il-reì: tl-¡e f urnd;.-¡nental is=ute ha= ta do r,'¡ith hou.,r ËrnE cÃ,n r-ecaqni:= s,urtheritic
rnateri.+j = d{ Jerer¡i ah nhen there sil i st f curr di sti nct 1 i,rei-;.r-yst.¡1e=: (1) pcetic trrã.tr1esi i") bicqraphicel når.i-.rti ve=t if,)
FrÊsÉ =Ër-frrún5, ;ndl i+) å bosl,: df consclati,:n (p. l1gi. Henote= that tht= i=sute i= furrtl-¡e¡- trtrfrrplic;,.ted E^r,the Ettr,Ll:.ri_'[ie= r.¡hich e:risted in voc-rbutI*rr- end plrr==eolcçv betr+eEn
Ðeltteronc,rny :rnd tl-¡e prtrse sel.nrÉne, i. F,. l{yatt , +ãr eirarr-rpl =,has arguted thst the prclsÊ FåEsåge= ã,r-Ê delrteronsini str c ¡nd i r¡fact stand in cont:-:.--t ts Jermish [--ee JI]EE li1?4")" i5ó_17f,1. Thi= the=i= find= the generel po=ition= at John Ëriçht,iirturr L{ei ssr antl l{el ga hJe j. ppert , urhc eI 1 r=garc Ihe prcsei,r*ditian e.1 ready pr-c-=ent rlurring ieren¡iah's tl.ir¡e, rncs.L =atrE-f yi nç. Eri ght ha-- argured aqai n=t ilrsse r.rho =Ee the pr-tree
¡rraLeri sI å= deuttercno¡ni =ti c ¡nd =r-rqge=t thrt ps==ågÉE =lrcl-r å=Jer ' i4: 3-5 år-E i ncc,mprehen=i bl e af 'ter- the .ÉeI I e.f JL=rLr.=å1. efi



Ït-r the =er1 y' p*rt di chap L,er '7 Jersriri rl-¡ csnti ni-r¡i1 I .¡

LtseE D's nårne theolcç.¡ in å poleinical r.Jåi/. Tl-r e acc,*r=s.tion

Ëtrffies eq*in=t "aI1 yúLr ffien a4 Jutdeh i.rhs enter thes= çate= tc
ulor=hi p the Lord , " r.ihs herve trurstec "the decepti.,,e i.isrd=:
'Thi= is the teniple s{ the Lord ', i7:i-4). ïhe peapi 

=
åre edrnoni shed to amend theÍ r e.¡i I L.Jåys iv.ys. 5-7) and ts
ceå,se urcrrshi pi ng f orei gn qad=.

t{ii 11 yclLr =teal , rTrurrder , corrrlfli l: *rlr-r1ter.¡., 
=ì,.Jeårf sI =ei y, burrn i ncen--e ts Bs ,al , and Eo a{ ter s.Lhergad= tlrgt yciLr ha.,,e nat !;i r-rDr.Jr-j, and then cofne andstand bef ore rne in this houtse, U.b.ic_[ L= c_ÈLI_Cd. ÞyqY EÊ{!Ê. . . . (vvs. ?-li:r) .

Jererni ah,, h*vi nq si r.ni 1ar trtrncErn= åe

Eod '= dwel1 i nç pl ace st¡tes: ,,has thi 
=

tt'y ñ,t, nãfr¡E, bÊcorne ã den a{ ¡-c,bbers

The j urdgrnent then { el 1 or.rs:

F' crYÊr- the pr-ti- i ty c,i

houtse, ralhì.cl-r iE Called

in'/cLrr e.¡es?" (.¡=. 11.)

q å.,,Ë t c,

=e hcpes

[] _ i !

Ênd nsh, , becautse .¡c,ur hå,.,,8 done el I the=e th i nt¡= ,

=-ays the Lor-d, and þJi-,en I spalle ts ir6Lr per=i stentt.r-
yclLr di d nat 1i =ten, and ,¡then I c;tl 1ed yüLt ? .,y'ELr di dnat ã,nsr'rÊr-, theref ere I wiIl do to the house whichis csl led by rny nåfne, *nd in i.¡hi ch iJcLr trlr::t 1 :-tt-rclto the plec= I ga.re to ytrLt and -lÐ yúLu- f athei-s, c-rsI di.d to 5hi1ch. And I wilr cast yELr i--urt ar rîï
=ight. . . iv.,,=. 1ï-18) .

Jeremi eh her-e conf i rmE Jerur=ar ern ås "tl-¡e pl sce I
ycrLr r " bLrt re jects the cri n¡es dt the peopl e, the f "rl
in the terirple', s,nd the =iice==E= of thu= cr-rlt, 6ccÌ,

the pec,Fle',= prc,hibit=d rel igir.:urs ¡:rac.L,iue=r .=tåt.-=s.

ic'f . f,?:å-7). rìc=ording ts Fright the pro=e tr-E.r_Jition c=.n befairlv' clc=e1y connected ts JerernÍs.he'E irru=35åÇE år-rd rnj.ni=tr-.¡[ "The Date c'i the Frose serrnsns dt Jerenri ål-r,, ,, JEL 7i:] i l?51) ,15-f,=1. Weippert, in el_e frqãÉtr-d.Ê[ dE= tergqrsü[qte= t-E{ZAþJ,no. 1f,î iEerlin¡ [rjalter de Grrryter, 1?7:-,tJ;-h;;-;;ñvincinqlv
dernsnstr:tted -Lhrt å f ormal Frtr,sE rdas r.ri de=pre:ttJ i n theanci=nt l'jear Ee=t durrinç Jerrnieh'= d*.,,," þjeiEer el=o csnsrder=Jerenri ¡h 'E l'.¡ç¡-dE ,rnd thc'utghts Is be p¡-e=er.,,L=d j rr the pi-EsËmeteriel iILe QICL lË=tåreñ!, p. iI7).



r'Jhorfi they Frs',,81,: e? Is it nat tl-¡enr=el vE=j tc, their clþJn

confur=ion?" i'¡s. 1?) " In their csnf ut=i¡n the pe,r:pI,e ss,crif ice
i l1egi ti nretei'r, i.¿8. 

"1 
) .

Jererniah, perhaps st tl-r e earl;- =t:,ge of the scf,ffiË trt:l\,;e.-

rnent i.lhich becsrne= cr-;-stsIlired in F., stsnd= in *qr-eernent

with F in rejecting the positían that God =FE|::E ta Iereei,E
father= and ccrnrnanderj thern to =å,cr-i{ice (.,,ss" ?r-"î).
Accordi ng ta F'r and 1 i hel .¡ Jereini ah , th i s t,=t=f,: r.JEr= ;t the
later date rEEer'¡Ed for the prie='hlrocd i.¡l-ricl-r =cr-tghi-- tc, Ëcll-r -
trol the curltic (v=s."1-"") and soci:.1 i,¡=e. 1?f,.-"4) abLrees,

Jeren¡Íah give= the l-ÊASOn i-ih,¡, "fcf,f- the scln= ct{ Jurrl .=rh have

done evi 1 i r¡ fr,t, si çht , såye- .the Lor-d i the.¡ h:ive Eet fl-¡ei r_

abs¡ni nati c,n= Lq lhC h.ggãÊ whi ch i s cal I ed by my nåme, LE

4glt Lc i L" (v=. ii:r) . Thrr= destrurcti on i s sLtrE ta f aI I sr.¡.

Jerenriah, r+riting jut=t prior to the fal 1 ct{ Jerrr=;t1errr,

t'¡rites ag*inst those i.lhs h.ive f*1sely interpr-eterl D's LrsÊ c,f

the nårne thealcçy and is concerned with the Fetr,FIe,= rrr,_=!i-
tirnate curltic social pr*ictices"tliJf,l Hi= scllr-rticln tc thE:

prcblem i= =t.=ted in bc'th e:rplicit *nd irnpLicit ternrs. Di-
recti nq i-¡i s eddress to the peopl e he eirpl i ci tl.;,, c¡l I = {:r:r-

saci *l jn=ti ce. He i s not Lrnår,.JåFe of the såcr=d , c,*rl ti c

dirnen=icn, l-r c'þievÊr, end =t.-tte= that, ', Isråel r.iEtg hc,1.;,, ti: the
Lord, ti-re fir=t frurit= ai his har.,,est,, (::.ia,r, If Jerlr=s,l=¡r¡

is still the place GcrrJ l-rå,8 chosen (7:14), .:nd flr¡-ther- re-

=tric'ti¿:n= 3.'.e pieced on the Fe=cip1e'= cr_rrtic perticlp**

Lilf,. J. Þlr-ri lenbutrg, ,,Jererni.ch the F,rcphEt, ,, If,,B, I,Jcl 
"il.Ja=h',,i l le: iibinqdcn Fres=, 1?å:) , p" g:ó"

'f1



tisnr[1i]41 the irnplicit a=sutnrption åppÊårE tcr be ¡-¡s,,c .L.l-re

prieEt= t'ierÉ nEt'J =cr1e1y re=pcnsible íar of{er-inç =ãct-iíice=.
It i s th j. = i mpl i ci t pcsi ti an whi clr F, cJevel sps"

F'r concerned r.¡i th the roí * of the pri es.t=, u.,¡ri tes i n an

={{ort ts =-c,I ve tlr= cr-tl ti c pr-obl enr= at the past ù..¡ rest¡-i c-
t i ng tire part i c i pat i an of the ctr,ffirÍroner . It regard= itE te=l':

ås 3n irnpart;'nt cln= =ince the carrutptian ctt Isr¡eI's cr-rIt ir-¡

the pe=t nreant d==trutct i c,n . In ån e{ísrt to ãtvsi d the irrr-
ther demi ge of l=r*,el , i t =Eeh: = ta saf eqnard the curl t f rsr¡¡

furthei- aburges and s=si=t the peapl= in 1ir,ing hc,l ,- 1:iveE =ct

thst Gc,d miçht be pre=ent anrang His pecple s,nd nriçht ble==

thern.

hjriting ts å deject=d cornrnurni+*yr F, EEÊl:: = ta inculc;:tÊ å

sEnEB of Gad 's Pre=Ëntre Ltpcrn sl I the peopl e. ri1 ¡-rcrr-rçl-r ti-¡=

tabernacle end the erl,: , Israel'= nrost rÊ',,8r.-Êd cutltic constit-
utent=, ralel.e no longer with the EcnrrrLrnit.r,, th.tt which tlre;;
rspre=ented Eod's prÊEEncE i.,¡ith I=rael cantirr ured to p1å.v

an important symbol ic rc'le. Ei,en u.¡ith the r=buri lding r:f g-¡e

Second renrple, it w*is F's intent that the íoclr= be Ên Gr=d.=

prÊseFr tre i n the hal ;,, sî hol i e=, r.Jl-ret.É U-¡e t;,bern¡c1* :nc åri.,:

þier-e placed in the Fir=t Tenrple.

l¡lher=;.s i n the pest the ,'t*=Fr t d{ present:Ê,, r.J.i,g {out¡-rrj ,,f år
o*i {rarn the tråfnpr"[1i:t5] in F,it is fsutr-¡d in the c=nt=r.[1i:j,5j
Furtlrer r i t sl-rsutl d be noted thet God '= l-¡c,Ii nEs= end prÊEËrr cÊ

i4Er-e nct an1.¡ ÊxFt-e=sed 
=ymbo1 iceliy, throutçh the s,r-l:: ¡nd the

1i:]+. I =r:,e1 ' s ,,f sthÊr s,,
cprnnri ti ng ab¡mi nrrti (:ns i n
1 ii5. E:: aC . f,f, :7- I L

1i:)ó" lrlurrrr . itl

år'e prchibi ted lra¡rt =åcr-i f icii-rç ;niJ
Gc,d 's l-¡ÐLrse iier-. 7: ii l.: f,i_t) .
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tabern*,c1e, burt the pri ==t= ar sa =aurçl-rt tc, i ngrai n i n the
peopl e å =EnEÊ at Gad '= presencs b'/ -iltenci i ng the rea j rrr aÍ
the sacrÉd ints the= everyds,y pr;rcL,ice= a{ il-re pecple.

E. Canc 1 ursi cn

It ha= been a.:-guted abcve ilrat F' : s å,r¡iã{tre øi JE end D"

Al thor-tgh there eil i =t c 1e-:r di sti ncti onE bet'¡leen tlre ver i ür-rs

StrLU-cEe the=e cån be accolrnted far b,r, e¡rs¡nininq the ..,åric,LrE

parti curl sr hi st¡ri cal ccnte:.rt,s ;nd cúncErnE a{ the r,.¡ri ter=.
Fr i'rritinç ;t{ter the fa1l of the n;,ticn si r=reelt LrEeE the
ol der tredi ti cri= åssEtri ¡.ted r.ti th the l"lsssi c erå, ts prc.,,i de

identity and create in the people å EEnsÊ a{ hope.

Upon e:larnininç Literar'¡-cribicsl qlrestir-¡ns r-el;tted to F,,

5trrnÊ o4 F"g thec, logy has already beconre sbviot-rs. Acccrdii-rç

to P 1 Ead 's pl.esentre r.¡i th Hi s hol y pecpl e and +*hei r cbedi =i-¡ce
ta Hi m ål.E ctt uttnrest i nrpartence to I =rael '= 1 i i,e1 i hc,ad, The

real¡¡ of the =acred i= å siçnif icsnt trrne'tc F' and it LTEE,E thr=

cancept= a{ the år-l': and tebernacl e to ei(prsss e,r,ÍTtttal i caI I.¡

6od's halinEEs and Fresence. In F"= telling of hi=tor-.¡ trnF

cãn di=ccrver rnutch a{ F'= utnder=.t:tndinq oi ,'the Eåtrl.8d,,,

stutd'¡ing thi= "hi=ttr¡"/", inåny ai F"; thealcçicar trirnc€rng

becsnre epparent " i:''s "hi =tary,' årrd theoI og.T l.¡i l l b= ei:srr¡i ned

--..!



E)- EEIEãI.I=T IHEQL-qqT

Thi = sturdv r,¡i 1I sttempt ts årri..,.= at F'= thecl og;, thr-ci_tgh

i t=' Lr¡-rder=tarrdi ng øi hi =tor- y. It rarå,= noted *bave ti-¡at 3.

groLrp's past ei{periences and pÊrception d'F hi=tcr.,r p.i=.y ån

i rnport*nt part i n i t= csn=tl-utcti an dí å can'rprehen=i ve nret;i-
physics. [1i]71 81, ei:ernining F'E perceptian ctt hi=tar..¡ it=
t'rsad theol c,gi c=1 FersFecti i,e cån be utncc,.,,er-ed.

In F"= hi=tcry God is tl-¡e rnc=t prorninent ã.Çer-r.1 . ThEi-E-

fore, hai'ing e:rernined F"= viet¡ ctt hi=:tar;-, it= vie,¡l -.-t.i Gsc

tlill be exaririned ne:r't. The focur= here is reE.L¡-ictec to .:.

stt-tdy ai Gc,d'= holines= and it= inrplicetiens, ¡'i di=cur=sj.,rn d4

the cutlt and it= promurlgator-= the prie=t= falIûþJË" llå.,,ir-rq

e:tarnined F'E vieu¡ ct{ tl-re cutlt and prie=tl-rtod, thei¡- .flrnctiç,n

r?.r-¡d responsi bi l ti e=, rrrurch cf F's broader theol cçi c;,1 itrerEpec-
ti ve i+i 1 I ha.¡e beccrne apparen't, Fi na1 I ;,,, th= rsl e af =.¡rnbc1-
i=n¡ in P'= thealcq.,, r¡iI1 al=a t,e Ciscut=sed.

1. E_g i/¿er.r c,l tt¡Elg.fy
Standard critical schalership has {ctr qlriie Ecrff¡e tr¡r¡e

regarded F ås pre=enting its autdiEntre r.,ri'bh å serLEE af Cl.,,in::
revel ati ons hl-r raLtQh ti nre. Fol l ou.ri ng þleI t haur=en ¡¡-¡a=t EchsI;r=
ha.ve argued that in F,trne finds {curr sLrccssgjr,z¡_= ,e.teçe=,

'cE\,/ErrãrTrt=, 'erås' or 'di =pens*ti trnE , . t Li:¡gl r-ìl thalrgh thu=r_E

åFe tl-¡o=E ¡rh¡ hald to =1içht.,,*.riati¡ns c{ tf-ri= i,ieurtlt)çl rt

1i:17. see iLc,'¿Ê, chapter threer EEF. p. 4f,., on r'r . Dor-rgls=.
1{:}8. See Fshrer , IEltEdttçli gt, p. LBît crcss, egt¡gnlle E¿LI,pp.3?5-3?6" E. þJ" Anderscn, Undel:=!É!.Et_¡tq qne-qll Lq=L¡,llCt!,Secand editi.=n (London: Frenti;Ê:Håff; 1?Àát, --t. f,ãf,.1{1?" Gerhard von Frsd i n hi E ül,J Tes!.{me¡! Theal agy tr..ral . :.ïrsn=. ¡-r¿tvid ster r-':er iLandsn¡ s c I'1. 142=l , p:-:4¡l; ¡*LåFrti.¡n=three set-ie= ei divine revelatic¡-¡ itc i',la*h, Ai:r:rl-ranr àrrd



is u',iidely' held th.:t F"= cr=a.ticn eccpurnt and itE .,,ErEiclr¡ a{
the l"Joachic, Abraherr¡ic and sinai ccl\,Ênånts, ,:li repre=ent
de{ini te =t:,ge=. Êt e¡cl-¡ =tege a{ hi=tc,r;,, ner^i mer¡ i.Ëe=te-
tions, ins'¿itr-rtion= s,nd reqlrl*aron= år-E ¡*er,rE¿ilgi fu.¡, Gc,d. t11iil
For F 1 the wi I I or Esd i = prrçres=i ver,y reve;r1 ed thra,-tql-r

hi=tcry.t111l

F '= pre=entati sn di hi =tory, has been descri bed å,= col d

snd stiff"tliil '/et i¡-r part thi= È3n be urnde:-s.tsod in 1iqh.t
sf F'= "trtncErn to di=p1ay csnc¡-ete lrÍstarical epochs r-infald-
i nq Í n ån order 1 .¡ rnånner accardi ng to e pre-e=.tab I i =hecl
p1en. " [ 1 13] þlher-e*s JE 's ctrntrÊrn= f scut=ed c:n tl-re iri =tor-.¡ dí
tlre F'*tri;rclr= r F i s concerned l-li th the çror.lth ctt ¡r*rti c,-tl ai-

ct-tltic institurtions thror-rçh l-¡istcrtrl"t11ril JE cepict= G,,d.E

prcnri ses to end glri dance ctl ilre F etr I archs, s= å l:: e)J eI er.nent

in rsrael's sslvation. Far F "the =alvetion e{ Isr-ael depends

uptrn å prcperly ardered cutltuts."[115] ThutE írart the cre¡l-:i.c,n

of the w(jrld ûnL'ia¡'d F's prinrary crncer-n i= the clrl t å,Frcl it=
f urncti on "

Fronr thi= per=pecti.'',s the sturd.T seei-:: = -Ls Ê:rarnÍne ihe
{sur phase= set oltt b,,, F'. F, beçin= r.¡i.tir ti-¡ e cr-eetii:n sf tj-r=

I'loses) . Jo=epr-r Fl en!::i n=c:pp, i n F'¡cgi¡esy a¡d c¿rnan: Ê ca¡t!-Þ.t!!igr-r Ls U:tr ä!.t!d ¿ sl ùcþ,t eh -õ".rqr.l'ã- iiã"ñlr-' Eer- c runi.''ersit'¡- dí r*rc,trrã-D**=,, - rtttt;- p" - g?. r, eI=c pcrni:= t¡thr=e periadE (creatian a{ tl-rE t¡orldå csn=t¡-urction af th=r'¡ilderness s;tnctursryi *nd distriburtir:n of .the .[enc ,:tter
cniri¿\

11i1" !/sn Rad, Old Te=ta rnent, r./o1 , J., p. :f,f,.
11.1. Elenrrin=eppl Ui=Eqli-p. ti)ç.
i i1. Vc'n Rad, gtd J=-stË rrren't, r,ro] . J. , tr, "f,f,.r if,, Erl enr,:r n=of,fl $!¡sEE¡rs; ',r. -lz=. ' 'i'

i14. Von F.iåd, û1d Tests rnent" !rc1 . 1., F. 1rf,f,.
115. Feter n. --Eclrr;t;;-- E¡rÅe Ë!! EeE!{:re,c¡o¡i ¡ì srurdy grl'Jebrer'¡ Ìhsr-tgh! of !he,sr¡!¡ ce¡turiv E"Ç" it-t-,irs¡eIphi;:þiestr¡inEt=r I I?tB) 1 F. ?ð.
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þJorld ånd cEnclutdes ¡¡itl-r th*- creatisn at the clrlt et Sin¡i,
These eÍ-å=, alonç u-rith the intermedi;.t,= l'.las,chian and ribrs-
harrj.c period=, r,.¡i11 be eilanrined brie{1;-,¡¡Íti-r particuii;r at_
tenti an çi r.ren to Gad, l-¡i = created srder år-¡d the prc,çre==i.,,8

narroi'li ng ø{ d i '¿i ne el ect i sn i n F.

åL çrtrÊlr_en ef. Ltc t'fqrld

F" s creeti on accoutnt (Een. 1l 1-ir 4e) ha= i r-r the p*=t
sccesiEr-rå11-¡ been EeFårated írcirn other irrajar F, nsr¡-¡ti.,,eE
ie.g.r f'Joah, Egypt, E:'rcdut=, etc") becsurse crt cl octrinal i==ue=

within it" Ander=an he= srguted that thi= is inccr¡-rect far- it
vi ol ete= the i ntent a{ the story u-¡hi ch cån nct:' s.t:t¡-rc sl cn.=

but is rather inextricably interwci,en wi th sther hi=-
tory.t11.ól L" l::ghIEr lra= trcrrrc-ct1;- observed .il-¡ 

"-tt F,,E

creati c:n accoutnt f r-rncti sns to ûFen hi =tary end thrt *l 1

meaning trErnL== thr-ourgh creatisn. t:t171

F"= creation *ccoutnt containE doctrine thrclLr!ñr-r clt-rt. van

Rad nctes that "it i= the re=lrr't an ir-¡tEnsive=r thealcgicRi.r7,
ordering thor-rght. " [ 118] l{e el abcrrs,te= {r_rrther: ,,here €i,,*r-\,,-

thing is r"¡r-itten e{ter ref 1ectian,. nc,thinç i= wi Li-rr_rtrt ti-reclc._
gic;tl relevence, for in thiE u¡cr-[:: i.te heve ti-rE *ssÊnËE tf tl-¡e

thealaçica1 labor cf ,liåny Eeneratior¡= of priests.,,f 11?l {,/tr,i-¡

Fi-ttl dses nat c'verstete the n¡e'bter hJl-r en he e=sertq ih:r
"inceec, it cont;ins the essence c{ F,r-ie=t1;r i:r-¡trr.rrlÉdqe in a

11Þ- Fernard Andere'¡-r: crga!!s¡ ver=Lrs chaa=¡ Jiie r;re!¡ter-p¡=!a!!o¡ trJ _Uy!¡!.çe1 symþc,r!=s, i¡-!¡È -Eiltitr, *ìN";--y;;k;
ii=ssci.etian, 1?ó:). p. +7.
117. gIË fe=!=rn-,s¡! T]¡est cg'/, Trstns. A. s. Todd (F,hi t:det pt-ri a;þJe=trrri n=ter , 1?=7) , p. A7.
ii8- Gene=i=: Ê canrrnentsry, F,e.,,i=eci Éd,, ir-srn=" J.'hn r-i,Piarl;s, -f f,ã-of u re=tã*ent-t-itr,-*.,¡ iFl-ri l sdel phi "r: i¡le=trr¡r n=.ter- ,1 e71'¡ r, ?-7

1L?, Ibid., p,:A.



ir'ost trtrncentratEd f c,rrr¡. ,,[ 1:i:]l

In the fal1ou'rinq =ectian F"z trt-Ec-ttirr-r accolrnt i.liil be

e¡ls''Tri ned end i ts utndei-standi ng ctf Gcd end l-ri = Êr-erltÉrl ordr=r-

hi r¡h1i ql-rted. ïn the p:='t P'= =-r-aternent, "SG Gad cre:..i=d irrã{n

in his EþJn irneçe" (GÉn" lr!7), ha= rece,i.¡ed n¡urcl-r c'F the
attention, with the fccurs primarily tr,n hurn¡an!,: ind. Thi=
phrase, hE['Je"'er , dse= ncrt f i rEt ;nd f orenrr-r=t EEel.,: to hi gir-

1içht l-rLtrnåFr:lt:¡, clr surçge=t =trffiÉ type at pEr=cnål relstbicn-
ship betl+een Eod and people åE i= described in JE. .TE,=

patrisrchs år-E partrayed ã(s tl-¡Ê pcissËg5rr= a{ Ë-i .,¡ei-y c1,;=r-=

relation=hip i.Jith Ëod" In J's cre¡t.tisn =t_c,r.¡ rida¡n end 8..,Ë

per=onal1r- relate to Ëad in th* garcJen. This calrld F,Êl,,Ér- Le

-qttri br-tted to F u'¡hc ¡voi d= snthraporrror-phi =irrs. þlhr=r=eg Jã'=
interest= evtr,li,E eror-rnd the 1i{e of the patri:ir-cl-r=, F,has rrE

particutler interest in l-rLti"rrår-r achievernents. i1"i. I Rai:her, :rrr F,

the trsn=cendence and "crther-rress,, ctt Gad i = stres=ec. l_ 1:?-.j-

Il-r F"= creatis¡-r accoutnt Gud, by hi= r.lsrd siloner trr-=c-tteE

arderl i ne=s i n the utni'/eree and e=tab1 i =hes 'il-r Ë e*,rth curt at
chao=.tl:f,] Far F' God i= i:oth the creetor- at crder enc it=
pre=en.t rnain'L,ainer. F'ie ab=orbed in Gsd'= =i:,vEr,-eign rne_r e=t;,,,

and the frf,cl-rs rÊm;ainE' inten=el;,, ûn Hi¡r¡" It i= tf-r= sLrpr¡-nrÊ

c:"e=,ts¡- and lJi= divlnel .¡ creetc-d order '¡.rl-rich F, EEÉl:: E i:= nrçh-
12r-1 . rbid., p. 47" lle alscr stat==: ,'t,hese sentÊnËË= cann¿tbe e;,=i 1 y' clv=ri nter-preted theel açi c=11y I Indeed, tc LrE thedanger åppEår5 qreater that the expo=i tor- i.ri I I f el I =har-t cicisccver-inq ti-re csncentreted dcrctrrnel csnt=nt,' ip, .+,g).
1:1. C. þle=tÊrrnån, G_C.!.e=i 

= !=j-!i Ê eeqqe[!år:Í, Trån=. Jct-¡nJ. Scurl 1 i i:n ii'ii rrnerpt:l i =: Ar_rçsburrg , l tg4t;-p . -:-.1"". þ::åF¡1err ql! Te=!=ne¡t Thegjggvf p. 111.
1"f,- t'j-j- HErrrelsan,, "The siqnificance dt {ìa=nrc,loçv 1n therinci ent l'..Iæar Eå=t , ,, Ifgn=i g!t_rìq. artd Uld=f=L{!.d.L!.q ![e AI-ÉIga!aqg!.!.' ed " H" T" Frsnk *nd |lJ. L. Reed {l.la=h.,,:i I l er r+r:i r-,qdoñ,l.?7()), p.!47.
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In

þ),

i i çht.

Ïn F the ¡rder chac,= palarÍt.y, is laid squrarel,r, Lipsñ

the pl ene ctt hi stcr;r. In csntra=t tc, il-re nei ghbarr ng nJ.._

ti ons, no l',: i ng i s de=cri bed ;,e crea',ci nq å si nç1e l ai.ri 1r-r F,

Gcd alone c,rders the utniverse thror-rçh l-lis utard. Ha.,,in.¡ Ei{s.rïr-

ined the veriEuts cssmoloçieE ctl the ancient f.lear E:Ete cit,€3í-

açainst F'= creation accsutnt, hJslter Hs,rrelson ctri-rtr1urd==;

lsree1 Íte rnan livc-d in ån ordered urnii,ei-=e. 'ishr..¡eh,
the ',n:-'y God i ar the o'1 .¡ Gr:d L.rl-rtr, ;, ;rì; f t ;;;;i;;tcted i n the r'rarld ) , r¡rai ntai ned thi = ar-der boththror-rçh hi s Fi.Jn pFe=ence and rltrti vit',¡ ;-tFrd tl-rrourgiithe åçsntr./ al hiE creaturr-es.t1"4l

a very profournd [.]å./ Gc'd'= trr-L=ätÍcrr-] in F,is char"ic.tey-i=e,J

order.

t'Jriting abc]r-rt thi= created order Andersen =trt==: ,,1-!-iË

Creator cs¡nnrand=, end thereby nct only brings å crFÊ-(tLlr-E int¡
being butt also deEignete= its pecurlier nstlrre *nd *==iqn= tc
it å EpEci{ic task."[1:E] rql i that is createct is glven å

particutlar fltnc'tion r¿vitl-r 1n Eod'= order-erl utnive¡-=e" The hc-=:l.,,-

enly badies åre not independent force= (ss in [he sLrrr-oltn,1 rnq
nstisns) butt furnctisn ts EE¡-ve the Êc-t¡-th in r:rderrnç the
5Eå.gtrn=r ce¡-= and 'ileårs. The e;trth, .toc, ËervEg .to pr-rdr_rce

veg=iatian end s¡-t=taÍn 6c,d's c¡-eetLu-Ê=. f.Jct onty dos:E eIl af
creati on ha'¡Ê å parti rutl srr Cesi qrr br-rt ¡1 I th.rt Gac c¡,-=s{:e=

trrncti(f,n= tcge'ther in r-rårffrtrnt. In F"z crestisn ecc{:,rrn.t h-rr-
íttgt-r\¡, end gocrdne== ål-e inrpartant therne=.

Ansther i inpor'{-'rnt a=pect,, c{ten or,,Er-l ccl:ed : j. s th*t Gad ,E

cr=s,ted order 1 = rnede LrÈ of ing,ny c:i sti nct j.,.,e e1e¡r-re=nt=" Th=

1:4. !Þid., p. :5?.
i"5. "Crestianr" IÐÊ, rr'cl" 1 ilr.lssh.,,iIle: ribinqdcn, L?ó:),r, -7'?C

P.
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5ÊFar-rtic'n aí J.ight {rcrrn the El å.t-[:: rreE= creates cl ay and night
i 1 I 4-5) . t'regetati an and ani ¡rral i i fe .ar-e cres'L.ed anc i ntenrjed

ta reprc'dutce es,ch "åcccrdinç ta itE [,: ind.', A]I cr.ç E¡cJ,E

creatltre= heve å perticltler furnctisn '¡.rithin hÍE createcj ardsr
and åre chargeri tc f i 11 tlre earth " The vegetati sn i E charç=d

to "bÉfrF {r'-r-tit in ulhich iE'El-reir =eed"(1:1?), and the creå-
tutre= of tl-¡e ear-th åi,-e al Eo ch*rgec to "bE f ruri t.ir_r] ål-rd

rnutltipl.¡"ii"'31). The charqe ts propeq*te is quralifi=d i^¡it:h

'Ehe adn¡onitian to reprcdurce only "åtrccr-din,¡ .tc itE l,: ind.,'
At every stage ct'Í Gad's cre-rtisn rne finds the Fi-c,nrLrtrE-

¡nent tl-r¡t, "Gûd sã,w that it L-j*i.E ver.v good"ii¡4?1(j,:[:ïiar.:1.,

:5rf,1). This per{ect cree,ted srder i= not to be dr=.Lutrbed.

Êccordi nç tc¡ F' al i th;rt i s created b.v God i s ta be rrrai ntai ned

+ccardinq ts itE ariginal de=ign and l,:ind. A larçe pert at
the resprn=ibiiit;- to rnaintain Gsd,s orderlr- cre*,tisn i=
gi'''Ên tcr hrrrnanl:ind. Althourgh in the pa=t tl-re phrase ,,Grlc

created l"lan in his own imaçe,, has freqr_rent1.7 beu=n r_r=ed tr¡

shsr.r hnnranki nd 's rr.it'y posi ti an c\,i er stçai n=t .the regt ct.i

Eod'= creett-tt-e= {hltnr*ns hJere consiCered =onrsu..lhst irrgrE tri: l:c,

re{ l ect God 's vsri, naturre thsn the s,ni nral i.rcrl d ) , thi s pr:=i _

tian has been rnuch r-e{ined in c'Lrr centr_rr_v,, l'len;, scholer=
today interpret it å5 l-righlightinq the te=h: qi..,err ts l-¡¡rir¡ånrty

r¡,tl-¡er than åscFibing to hurrnan[,: ind certain =ts..tlrre. t1"ó]
lJutrnanl-': ind shares u-.rith il-re rest at Gad,= cre;turs= th=

l.EEpEnEibilit;- to be fr-r-ritfr-tl , nrurlt:ipJ..¡ =nd fili -tfre eerth.
Tr'¡c' ather .,,Ë'-bs årE sdded: ,'=.rbdure il: i ¡y f-) I ¡ ånd i-råvÊ

f'.:.

i"ó. Þie=term*nn, in Gene=iE _l:f_t ipp. L.+g-15g) ! proi,rdes åhelpfr-tJ' 5l-lffiff¡å,¡'-'¡' sl ti-r e v¡risrrs pasitian= tah=n b,i Echslar=hipin interpretir-rç Ê=n. 1rió-I7.
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dsminicn Ever- i r-Tì )
¡j

, evEry I i vi ng th i nq t het nrtrr\,/sE Ltpon

ti¡e esrth"iGen" 1:îB)" T,= be created in Gad'= i,rrsge i= here

directl'¡ reLeted tc the abii.it.¡ tc rurle" tJc't{f eirplaine, ,,it

is prÊci=eIy in hls futnctian ås rurler thet he il'1an, ,= Gcrd'=

irnage."[1i7] Thi= interpr=t:¡ttisn ct{ the te¡lt i= often reLet=tl

to the s,nci ent [r]e;tr Eastern practi ce a{ setti ng Lrp a l;:i ng ,=

=tatute whi ch þiã,s cc:nsi dered ån eqrti'¿al ent prtr,cI en¡¡-.ti t:n ai
hi= domina,tian trveF thet particutlar spÞere.[1f..8] In ri-ri= i.Jå/

hutnrsnl,: i nd i = tc' f utr-rcti on c'n bel-¡al í at Gad.

Li[lenegs'Eo Gc¡d i= nc,t ba=ed on ph¡.=ical qr_raliti==, f,:r
Fr nÉ dor-tbtr l.Jås fs¡niliar with J'E accaurnt c{ lnË(n beinç

created oltt cf the sutbstsnce of the earth åÊ tl-rÊ athe¡- trreå.-

tutres r¡Jere and shari ng i.¡i tlr them i n the f r;tgi I e, t¡-err=i =n.t
na+-utre of 1i f e. Rather , i n Gsd '= created srder hlrn¡anl:i nd r =
given å. di=tinct tas[,: . tÁJ, Jan=en urrites the f ai Ici.;inq ebr:urt

ihi = tenei c,n betr.ieen hurrnan i1-,/'= clnene=E '¡li th the r==t r:i the
cre*ted order snd its divinel;, gi.ren tas[:::

Hurrnanllind i s created Þy Gad åe ',earthl i ng , ,, ë, p=-tFt
of th= earth. Ad-rm iE clne o{ .thu= r..rsrl.,: = c,i Gsd,=
=i:r days a{ creati on , å brother ta the =tones,plents, snd ¡r¡imal=. l.lh*t Iifts hltn¡en= s,ifsi.,e Ihes*is not hj.qher qurslity and Iord=hip, blrt hiqher
cal l i ng rnd I-e=ptrnsi bi 1i t;r" t 1:?l

Thuts ler F '= i,i e,¡l at l-rLrr¡åt-ri t r,, the ¡ccent ¡rrur=t be

i t= tutncti on , rether ther¡ en i ts sLtpet-i ari t;.,

creeted r-¡arl d.

i-lunr¡niti,, li.ring feith.furlI.y eccardinq tc, it= hiqher-

1î7, Anlhf spgl c,gy sf !l_.lE !]d Testarrrent, Tren=,
iFhiladelphia: Fartr=ss, 1ç74), p. I,-77+.
1"8. !Þ¡-q-, pF" 151 -154, 153-15?.
i"?. E!i!I Ln the Im;.ge: EEsay= lll Êrþ!:.ç,r!
iinthrogclogy (l'.ler.,r'tcnl Fsith :,nd Li i=, 1?g:);-p.

p1 aced ûn

(:i,/er- Ged '=

I'i*rgar=t l.:.=h1

T!¡eal cgy end
ó.-j-r¡+.
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cal linq -rnd re=ponsibilit;, cãrn, in EÐ daing, rÊFrÉeËFrt the
rnrage a{ Gad" þlerner il. Schmidt, alsu havinq =nrpl-resi=ed the
f '*t¡-rct i on a{ hutrnsn h i nd , ei( åTni nÊs the åFrc i Ent L:e1 i ef cf the
!,: ir-rg :-eflecting crr repr-eeentinç a gtr,d and =urgge=te thå.-t- j.n F,,

thi E thor-rght i s de.,,e1oped -=tnd si t huir¡s,ntri nd i s pe¡-cei ved .tc

{urnction in this månner.tlf,i-rl In F,'s creetion accolrnt all
hurnrani tr- i = ta represent symbcl i cel 1i,, Gad ,s rurl e fln earth.
As the rayer =tatue= ai o1d FÊpreEents,d the rurl e a{ ab=ent

l'': inq=: scl also is hurnr*rnkind to represen.L God'= rutle ancí

i ntere=t= on eertl-¡ . Et .¡ rutl i ng i,i treF i crit=J. -¡ thrar-rgh Hi s creå-
turre= God Eee!,: = ta rnai ntsi n Hi s created order.

The attempt to rnsti ntai n crsated crder i=, hcr.¡e.¡er- ,, nct
c'nIy dependent on Gad'= *,gent=, hutrnanl,: ind, burt .-t1=E crn hiE

veFy Fl-É=ence. rìlthaliçh Gad created ån orderly r.¡c¡rld aurt ctí

chaes and gÉi\,/e to hurmsntlind the tas!'. of rr-t1inç it, i{is pr-E=-

ence csntinures ta be å f ector in the ongaing =tar;, o.t hÍ =-
tary" Cc'ntrår)¿ ta other ,rncient hleEtr Eastern creation
stgrie=, u¡here hutrnanity is cre¡ted Io tal,: e c'vÉr il-re estrti-rly

respc'n=i bi I i ti es sl tl-re gods r.¡ho w*nted nc,thi ng tc, do r.ii th
the earth,tlf,lI F''= Gc'd n¡aintain-- Ê{ r,itel intere=,t rn Hi=

! i 
--l-f i=Et L.l- Ul I -

1f,i:r. D¿c Sshc,pf t-rngege=trh¡chlc der F'¡i e=tgFechi-fi! it.Jeur-i:irche¡;-t/lutyn: llertl,:irchener Verl-eq, 1?7f,). He wFite=: ,, I=tder l''.onig 'Ebenbird Gottes, str i=t sr:hon in I=rael= urrr+eli
neni ger ãn sei ne Gestal t oder [,:ilrFerl i che hf,-,i r chhe j, t ¡rri t derGotthei t sL s ån =ei ne 5tel1urng ader sei n iimt gerlacl-rt. êbe¡-nLrn i st nech dar Fri ester=chri f t ¡-ri cht rnehr ni,,- cer i.,:.åni q,
=ondern eÍn jeder 'Bild Got.teE.' Be= saçt Gen l.:ió.t" nichtnLrr suf I=reel,,be=chrån[,:t, scndern vc,ffr l'lenschen ¡]= e"=ai-,"p+,
Ê1s Gettes 5r:höpf utng i st der l'len=ci-¡ ria'Ltes Bi 1d , urnd ,*l s .Ei j_ dGc,:tes ist sr- Gatte= SchËpfLrng.,., r¡lie der s,ltcrrent;1i=che
l':.öniç =ben ¡1= l,:.oniq'Biic Et:tbeE'i=tr EE ist der l'lensch -rIEl'lEnEch 'E(i1d Gstte=',, ipp, 14f,-144).
1ii" [,^.le=terrn;nn, Egte=i= !-1i, p" l5ç.
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furl

Ead

Ês hi-tr¡¡ani t'y'=- rutl e En ea¡-'th represen t= Gad ,= rutl e ir¡c=t

rìrr¡ÉnE h i E creatrtre=, sE th= Eabba il-r i = ta FÊFresent

trurs FrÊ=Ence and =ûverei qn-u,¡ Er¡ e*rth. In F'= schen're

the ssbbr'+'th þiås the Fr=trLu-Esr o{ the curlt to cûrr¡e, De ,,,/eur:i

hs= El-¡Er.Jn the dí++er-ent i-sligiaurs =iqnif icånce ctt D,5' =abb;th
and tl-r*t s{ F" In D the =abbsrth {urnc.tisns å= å rernit-rdLå:- at
6oc'= guridance of I=rs,el sltt ct{ Eçypt iDer_rt, 5:14b-L=), r.;hile
Í n F' i t beccrn¡es the f i r=t =i gn cJ{ Ësd '= etern:,L pre-
Eence. t 1f,"1 rn F onty the =abbath i = 

,'hal l sr¡ed,, åt thi s =t;ge
in F'-- hi=tory. H*,i,ing sanctif Íed !E_r= day iGen" i:f,) F,, ûn

enather occssi on , cescr j. bes the =.ebbath ås å(n ,,EVÊr 
1 s=,c i nç

=ign" (E,'{. f,1;17)" Thurs in F'= history it furnctisnE both å:;

å si gn between Gcd snd the peapl e of I sr*e1 e.nc å= Gcid .E

final =tamp En his gocd creation.

F"s utniqute propensihy to pre=ent it= nrateri*rl r.ritl-¡ pr-E-

cision and order is clearly visiblc- in its cre;ttisn s,cc¡:lrnt"

In =i:l days Ead creEtted order sut of chcltrE ;,nd placed LrpÊrr

hutmani ty the responsi bi I i ty to rnai ntai n thet cre=ited cr-der-,

The seventh rla'/ God hal lsr'¡ed. A f reqr-rent cbser.,,¡iticn r¡srle l-r:,,

schc'l ar= i E that the creeti on al hurrnani ty i n the i nraqe af Gcd

rEFFsgentg tt-re clin¡sx a{ Ead'= creetive "-tuti.,,ity. This rlr:..;., b+:

å rri =reedi nç a{ F'" The cre=cenci cr i n F, 'E creeti an rcccirnt
re*che= rt= r-rltin¡ate intensÍt¡- in the hallowinç a{ the EE_

1f,"- De vsuir ,, rinci en! Ier-+g1 , p. 461. De {,/s,Lrir l-¡åE c¡nnec+*ecbctir D'= and F'E EEtÞbath ¡riil-¡ the coven;.nt. Ha.,,inç done strhe di =t i nqr-ri =hes betu.leen the tr^¡s pers¡-.ecti ves =t:iti nq ti-¡;-.i:the di f f si-ence, ,,i s that r.iheree= Deutert:nclrnjv has :. n v1Er4 atthe pec'p1e of the cgvenent, the F'r-ie=tly te:rt= pIci.tri:: .i_l-rË

eirrph-r=i = ûn i:he Gc'd st the ctrvÊnå¡t, ,' Here, tco, clrre =ÊeE F, 
,E

intense fccr-rE sn Gac, ú\,/Er- ag:in=t D's ernpha=is sn ticc,.:p=i:ple,

1 i-ìEî



venth dsr-. Thutg the hiçhlight sf r:hie cr=*tion *cccurnt

Eod Hi rn=el í snd nat rrrån.

ïn F''s cre-=tti c¡n accsutnt Gad and Hi s di vi ne arderi riç a{
th= v¡orld is the primar'¡ foc¡r point. Êccsrcing tr-¡ F, Gcrd

=rrrbadie= pLrre crder s.nd cEn1,/er=e1;r, ord=r in itE furlle=t
sen5F rpFresent= God" chao= represents arI that is appo=ite
to Gc'd. Frsnr F ' -- creat i an eccoutnt i t hss been =hor.,,ln th*t
frorn Gad'= divine orderinç oi thinq= spring= 1Ífe, hårrnûny,

per{ ect i on and nreån i ng . Hi E crrder rep 1 å(ces chaos and b.¡, Hi =
t'¡ord He creetes 1i'rirrg cre;turre= þJl-r ere befsre n.: IiÊe
er: i sted. Frsrn f arrnl Ê€-=ne=E and csnf ltEi cn Gad çi.;es tca Hi 

=

creat i c,n a pert i curl ar desi çn . ïts 'yå,ri oLts pert= ¡(rË tc,

f utncti on i n harmany and not di scard. Fi nal 1y, Hi s c¡-e;,r:et1

c:rder i= perfect i"elltrEÊdingl.y grfod"i.

tÁJith this urnderstanding cti Gad and creation sr,Jer F,

EeÊ1.:: s tc, encoLrFåqe the exilic,z,post-e:li1ic I=raelite trtrr¡nrLr_

nity. The Gad uihc created the urniver=e å1=s creeL=d I=r*el "

Ê= Ëc'd e=tablished arder or-rt of cheo= in the VEr.;r beginrrinql

ai ti nre t =-E el so cån lJe :rqai n creatc- srder and i n ject nEþJ

1i'fe fcr¡- the di.str*urght p*cp1e af I=r.rel .

A= rnenti cned åbÉi,e, the =_rbbeth
of sll l.ihich G¡d created and furnct:icn=

¡f Gr:d= Fre=entre i n, snd Ílr¡Jnet-=iri p Êf ,

regted ûn 'Ehe sÊvu=Frth de.r, Ecl ctl.=cr wag

in thi= ¡-est. F:a1ph l*;1ein, elanç u^rith

the =at'b*'th, urndL=I.stsaC t n thi E r.Jåy,

highly csnfes=ional d;l,r, 4dt- Ehe e:.lilic

represent= the c1r ¡rrs¡:

ås å const:rnt re¡ii nCer

Hi= c:-e¡,tian. A= Gad

hutn¡¡rnl-,: ind tr: -i cin GotJ

other=, hs.= nat=C th:t

sl =o rL-pt-e=en tFd J-,

COnrrtrt-ttti ty' t¡iri Ch 1 1..,€:C
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in Eab',;1an ¡.lhere thi= pr;tctice L.Jås tc,reiqn. t1f,f,-J

Þì Jl-re Cs.,,=nsnt i.ri th lrjc:ah

- :reation åctrcLrn F' =.r=',,, -n -..;;-;;"-=-;;-.- rurcti an= z.¡,rnúøLr cal -
iy ã.= å siçn ai Gad's'fÍnaI inrprint cln Ernd åFFrcr',,å1 a.f trreå-

tian arrd å symbol a{ His prÊsËnce tc, His ci-e;.tur¡-es. sa =lss
ha"'E schcrl ars poi nted ttr, the f utnc ti or¡ df the rai nbcr..r i n the
l'loah stor;, ås a siçn of 6od's pre--ence and ccn¡r¡itrnent" tth=r
elernents e:<ist in thi= =tor;- u¡l-¡ich heLp elurcidate F,.= hi=t¡-
ri cel perspecti r,É. F¡-i edman , sl onq u¡i th sther schol;-rr-s 1 h¡=

arg'-ted tlrst al thoutgh F f oI I au-rs J '= å,ctrclLrnt cl crsel.y i t ¡Jr-,i==

neverthelE==, provide sclrnÊ =ignif icant di+f erences. [1f,4] tne
siqnificsnt di+fEr.EntrÉ trån be sËen in i.ts heIIirrq o{ .the

nutnrber af aninralE enterinq the arl.:: . Ti-re etrtrsurn+* =tatinq that
"sever¡ pair= of al I clean ¡nimal s and å pair c¿f eni¡r¡sl=

that åre nat c1ean " iGÊn: 7: ?) be tal,: en i n ta the á,rl: tt.,¡

l'lases, i= e=siçned to J.t1i5l þJesterrns,nn eilplain= ¡1-¡E.i this
i s true becaLrse a{ the hi gher val ure pl aced trn therr¡ d.¡. the
Isr¡e1 ites" t 1ïól

Friedrnan åqrees that Genesi= 7z?-

di sagree= r.¡i tlr the =Eses=rrent th;t the

;-ì bel anqs tc' L-l t'r-rt

cl,iurncl anirnal dis-

1;:f,. I=¡a=l -Lr, E¡¿!ej. Ê ThesI ogÀ-EåL lnterprets!i cniFF¡iladelphia: FartrÊs=, t?7q)t p. 1"¿r. ËirE-ê=eat=c,J.
l'lcrgerrstern 'E erti cl e, ,,Srbbst.th,, t IgE, r./aI ,. q il..la=f-r.r.i I I *:Abingdon' 19ó3), p. 1f,51, u-:hc naLã= ths.t tl-rerÊ ',1å= stl.=t: åF-byl oni s,n day i =abettur) de=i çneted =pÊci. I i ca1 I y 3,€- ã. ,,d,a:l ai
quri eti nç a{ the heärt. " Hsl.¡e,ver- I l-re doeE nc,t regai-d thi =dai- ås si ¡ni 1er to Ðr i n=pi ri nç the i r-rcepti on ai the Hebr-e,¡¡
--LL -!L
=e1¡-j¡Jbi,Ltt.1f,4- The E;rile,, F. 8:. Here r-r€ follcr.¡E s. l'lcr.¡incl::Ê1, _ErgE_-!LtngerJ ¿Ltli Fentet=utch GlureI l E¡jr-s-gg tTrandhei ¡r¡." Uni v=r^=i t-gt=forlaget, 1?å4), F. "B+.ITF
¿ .j''J. Cf . vcn F-lad, Gene=i=, p. 11a?l þle=t=rrnånn, Egntr_Êi-='' p.

1f,,5. Qen=Ei 
= 

t trF, 4:..7-+îã.
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tinction is bqsed cln their r_rtilit:., .tctr hurmens, J pIacE= å

hi çher val ue tn cl ean sni nral = o*.*u,== dl i t= Eåtr1-i f i ci sl
pr'ectice" For F t hr:r,.lever, 1eçitimete =åcl-if ice i= onl r- pcls-
sible aiter the i.ntrc,durctian d{ the cr-r1 t at sÍnai snd thr_r=

únÈ findE no mention of c1,,'rrncl aninralE in hi= .¿ersic,r¡

(Gen"7:1101f,-lóar!4i â: l rlarTb ,4,Ar7-Ii,a, 14_1?e 1?: L_1./) " IJE

ir¡r i te= ¡

1n J r lloah ta[,: Ë= EÊ\,/En pai rs ctí c] e;,n *rnr rnel = s.nclone p*ri r cf uncl ean ;tnÍ rnsl = i n.ts il-¡e åFl::.
ta[:: e5 0n1y trtne pai r o{ each , r.ri th nE ref erÊnce tathe c1r'urncl di =ti ncti on. Thi = i s part end percel
a4 p'e- consistent pr*=entation in l.lhich .Ehere cänbe ntrr sanctioned Eåcrifice pricr to the trcin=ecrå-ti an a# Aarcrn and the Taberr¡ac1e. t IA77

Acccrding to Friedrnan J's Na*rh prornptl;. of f er= å E€rtrr-i..írce .to

God Ltpon leavinq tl-re ark and thuts requrires fl-rcj¡e ,,c1Êårr,,

anirns.ls. Eut in F, "th= r-içhteours l,lsal-¡ cenriot pcs=ibi. r-

perÍarrn å Såtr¡'ifice and therefc,re requi:-e= ncl L=iítr-å =åcr1-
f iceable anirnals",,f 1f,Al

The di ++Érence beti-ieen the J end F, eccoltnt need nat
sltqqe=t tt'¡s independent sc'LrrtrEs burt rnåy be c-ttrtrcLrrrtegj fcr-,
*gain, t:t.¡ ei:arnininç the intent at es,ch r.¡riter. Ê= ha= been

st*.tted å,bÐ.¡E, P'= focur= renr¡in= inten=elr- {f,n God r.¡hile JE snC

D da tend ta pl ac= the acc=nt c'n the people af Gad. In. the
JE acccurnt a{ the fissd, the salva'{-ion dt f.lsel-r *nd the ri-=å-
tltres o{ the ee¡-th i s hi qhl i gl-rted. iil thourçh thi e then.re c¡e=
nct gÐ unåppretri ated i n |:' the accent i n F, 

.s 
t,L aod ecc¡lrnt i =

En the rsinbc,r.l and itE inplic;ticns, A= .the -_ebbe.th f,*rnc_

ti(]n= a= å =ign bettlet=:-r God .1r-rd i-ri= c¡-eåtr-r¡-e= =c al=¡ Co==

iþiÊL., ¡:" 4""
tl- i Jr-u_L Ll.
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'the rai nbspr u.lhi ch i = here deEcri bed å= "€, si çn ctí the cEr,/Ê-

nsnt" iEen" ?:1f,), JE, ha.;inç sther trlncËrne, mål,:Ês ì-rs

mrerrti trn a{ thi = i rnportant ther¡e 1n F,"

For F', the l.lash f1oc,d scccltnt prcvides å çcc,c Epp,f,rturnity,

'lo csntinlte l-ris partict-tIsr =trr.¡ u.thicf-r beç*n '¡iith the c!-Ëå-

tic,n sccolrnt. Here, toc, hJe find the farnilier t, le==ing, ,'bE

f rutitfutl snd rn¡-tl tipiy, åi'rd +ii1 tl-¡e eerth" iGÉn. r1,.r r .7r F'

frral::e€- å sligi-rt additir:n in the fdaal-r eccalrnt,, l-rûþJer,/Êr. [.lhe¡-eErE

in its creaticrn sccournt rrlI ri..,,inç creatrrrs= å.rE çiven onlr-
.,,egetat i on f sr f crod i Gen " L:3?), af ter the ilaod Gcd sE.¡.s to
l'.laeh: "e\'/Ér'y rnovinq thinç ti-¡*t Ii.,,E= shall be faad Çr.,t- i-ELrl

enC ås I ga're y(]Lr tl-re gl.esn plants, I give ytrLr e.,,=r.¡,thinç,,

(Gen. ?:f,) " l'Jo mention is rnede cl di=tinqr-ti=hinç be=tr.¡een

c1,/urnc1 snin¡aIs. AI1 animalE are c-dible at ilri= =tege in
F" = "hi =tory,".

Althar-tgh there cån be 1itt1e dor-tbt that i:' þjåE fari¡ili*r
u'ri tl-¡ the ccncept at c1.¿'utncl f aods ( i + not f rcn¡ JE then =Er--
tai n1 'r- { rsrn the sutrrc,urnd i ng peop 1 e= ctt th= rilig r..rhr: el I ptrE-

=e=sed å constrior_r=ne=E tr,f t-rbaoed f aad=), il-¡is naticn s.i

c1.u'utnct {sod= is pi-oleptic ourt=ide F,'= partic,-r1s,r l-ri=L.cr.¡ et
thi s pai nt. The ol d prohl bi ti on eqai n=t the ccn=urnrpti cn af
b l ecd , hcf ÞJE.rEr , i = nct clvEr I crcrl:: ed. ii= þJås nst=d å|f,ü.,,Ê, i:1i:cd

and lif= å¡-e csnsider-ed si/r-rEni/n¡clLrs, år-¡d sII Ii.t= be.Lcnqe tc
G,:d. t 1f,?l *ccar-di ng ta F' nst anl y at rnan butt ct{ tr{1,,Ér¡ the
l=es=ts c{ the eartlr, Gcd "r..ri1l surel .¡ r=qt-rrrE r ¡-eci:: trninç,' i+
f lesh r'rith blsad is ccnsurnred iGen. ?:5). [].,+i:jl Fcllcr.rirrq thi=

if,ç" See p. 1i:r.
14t:¡" 5ee ;bcve,

Cf . al so l.le='tEFrrrÊ,r-r i-¡, Qgnesis, p. jlé:4.
ptr . 145 Ã,¡-¡d 14?- l gi:r 
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prilhibition, the oriçin¡l cf-r*ìr.ge tn be frurit{url =nC nr-ilLipli-

and aburndantly f i11 the sarth i= r-e=tated (Gen. ?zb-7), The

=t*ternent "GBd rnsde rnån in his trL.in irrraç=r " rsaf {írm= ia=

di Ecr-r=Eed ebc,ve) hurrirani t r, '= l-egfrEn=t Ot I i ty tc, repre==nt GsC

¡nd rnai ntai n the order =et c,trt b ,- Hi m.

In bc,th [he creati on and f l ood eccoltntg F, hi ghl i qht=

God" one finds thi= tci be tri-re s,l=a in F'= =tor.¡ di the

ccli,Enant u.ii th ilbrai-ranr. It r.¡i 11 be e:larni ned ner:t,

E)- LEc Qeycagri.L ul_Lt: ÊEr¡Eau

It has l cng be=n retrEgni =ed thst tl-re Abreheri¡i c ctr¡i,/Et-¡åFrt

h-rs been pre=erved i n two (ctrm=: one carni ng .f rc¡r¡ J iE=n. 15)

and the other f rcrn F (Gen. 17) . In the J ecccurnt Gc,d's ccrve-

ns.nt i = Epetri f i cal 1y =tated to be å r=spcnse to *br--thå,rïr ,=

request. t1411 In F"s telling o{ Ehe Abr:rhenr =tar'¡ Fried¡r¡Ern

note= that "the acc¡ltnt spens r,-¡i th Ead '= sel f -i ntr¡durctl sn ta
Abral-r*rnr. " [ 14:] He poi nts t¡ three {utrther di t.f erentrÊ= betr.reen

the F snd J s.ccoltnt. blhereeg in J Abr-Erh¿tnr per{trrn¡= å ctrvÊ-

nant-rt såtr1-i{Íce by dividirrç ån 'anirrral in tu.rc, p;rrtst14f,l 13ne

finds ncr hint -.¿{ Euch å practice in F. Friedn¡*n u¡rite=: ,,the

-=tbgence sf the cci,ens,nt såcri f i ce i n F' i = csnEi =tent i.¡i th
thr: total abgence ctÍ --ac¡-ifice l:..¡ åni- ci-¡ai-ecter in F,¡:rir_.rr tc
the cclnseËrã,ti r:n crf the Tabern;tcl Ê. " t 1+rt-l r'¡ls i:tl-rsl,- cr f {=r-
EntrEs hett'ieen F end D är-Ê¡ i1) In the F'åttrrtrLrrrt it i= ¡ìbreha¡¡r

whs leuiçh= at Ëad's promi=e while in J it is sar:h endr ii)

1r1 I ll CUr L¡
,tl-i.--J--r-ru.!.rr!uulte
4.{'l fL-

aññ

t tr

144. Lh.e_

l"lendenhal 1 ,
tÕ.¡1\ - -.-¿ 7Ej:,,' t p. ,' L / .
Í-'.'1 f ,= ñ ,-.1L.P r Us.

a1=o i,l-ndenh;.1
f 1.. 1 I : t)É,

='::j-=r P. s!¡

"CoverrsrFrtr" JDE'' .Jal . I il,jaEl-ri,i

Cf " s, l eo yútt i;:std , Gene=i e r ìf,¡tr.

I ï "Cci.,rentrrt.,, p. 71A.
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In F' God addresEEE iìbrahanr di rec'tl .¡ re€årdi nq the nc-rnri ng ct{

IEaac, u+hile in J EFre {inds å.,,i=it {rc:rn =rngel= ta Abrsh;,6r

end Sar*h. t 1451

Tlrese diffÉt.Ence= betu.¡een J -cnd F have been ur=ed b,,,

F¡-ieCman to sr-tpport his contentlsn.{ctt- *, Fre-Ê}íiIic dete {or
F'" The di {f Êr-encÊE cån al so be accoutnted {ar , hclL.iÉ.,,Êr-, by

again focr-t=ing trn the intent ai F', crver- sgain=t J" In F,the
f ocuts i= trn the gLtprErnÊ Ead i+hs intradutces ilim=el{ tc ÉÌtrrehs-tr-,"r

while in J', the focur= is on Abral-rerrr '= cri, c,{ dL==påir *nd

Ëcrd's rÉEFc'nse tc: il-rat cry.t14óJ Futr-ther, in J Abrahern i=
protected f¡-orn slander and Sqrsh is portrayed ås tl-¡ e 13ne l^.rh,:

1 aliçhs et Gad ' s pi-cmi Ees. In F Ec'd's so.,,erEiçnt../ is Fr iqh-
lighted r.'¡ith rnltch less.¡å,1ure pleced on the F'rrtrie,rclr'= l:¡ei-r år,¡-

iol'" F'E general å\'cridance o{ *nthropornarphi=rr¡s er:piains ti¡Ê

I a=t di f f ËrÊnce betr+een J and É,.

l'iherea= iE tendE to r-ri gh1í ght the ÊxrJeri el-¡ceE di
i nd i 

"'i 
dLr=-tJ. s , F' á,pFear s rT¡cre concer-ned i..li th f ccursi nq En God .

P i = l:: eFnl y åþJåFe at the rnå,ny probl enr= i.¡hi ci-r the nati an of
I =reel hs= encolrntered. Thur= F pI ece= i ts hape nat i n

hltrnanilind br-it in God. For thi= t-eå=En in bc,th tl-¡ e l..lc,achic anci

râb¡'ahsnric cont,enant= F intrsdurces the r-rnils,teral pranri=e rn

ån *tten-rpt Ia sol ve the probl em at tl-re brc, l:: Én ccrvenå¡-r'L. t i47]
AccorcÍng to F ¡1 1 hope f or order and I if e re=ts in GctJ r..¡hc:

143. lÞ.Ld._
14å" "'/on F:Etd" in Qgne=i=5 r-JriLeE: "The yehpiist Eet Gad,s r;tii
i n the nri dst a{ Abrharn'= hrrrnal-r =i tr-rati an. . . . TI-re i:,ri e=ti.1,,
doct-tment r ofi the c¡tlrer hend, redltce= Abreì-¡anr'e cs.l l ts thr=putreJ.'¡ thec,lsgic=1 , i.e., it Epeã,1': s ir-r vs. l-L¡I s{ God oniy.l'Jat å =i nçJ. e r.rcrrrl i s sei d ebc,utt iibrahe¡rr, onl ;,, tl-¡s çesturre ::+rer,/eÍ-eF,EË in v. J" ip. 1ç7).
1+7. þ:.1 r-=i n : l=f<el Lr_r E:Si I g, p " 14f, "
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rEtrÉi \.,=5 å1 I cr+ i ts attsnti sn.

Befsre rrrovinç ts F'= sinai staqe =e.,,er-å1 útt-¡er F, fs¡-
tltres in the Abrehemic cE.,,enånt need Lo be ¡rrenti,=ned. It l-¡ ã,E

f requtentl y been sbser.¡ed 'r-l-ra't i n F'= r4brahami c csr¡Ên:int onE

*gai n sees the Frogressi.rel y når-rorrli nç f trrcurs nf Ead Ltl-irn å.

particutlar people" [¡lf-rereå= in it= f lood ;cccrltnt God'E cc]ve-

nent is eirtended tc al 1 pÊEF1e=, in the Êbrah:,nric cc,,,Énånt it
i s e¡:terrded onl y to Abr.-thanr snd hi = de=cendant= (Gen. 17: 7) "

Furth=r-, the sign ¡f Gsd'E covenant in this accournt is cir.-
cLinttri=ian (Gen" 17:11). The siqn at cil-clrrnci=ion i= ngr.r add=d

to F'= crther siçns, the =abbath and the rainbow. In .this lest

=i gn one f i nCs the nrcrst persanaì. and di rect =.¡mtta'I at tr,þJner--

=hi p and el ecti on. The f ocurs ct{ 6od 'E p-erti cutl srr trÊnEErn i =
nEÞJ nål.rowi nq. t 14Al Thi = becarne= cl ear i n hi s ctr,.,,sn*nt ,¡¡ j. tl-¡

the peopl e s'È 5i nai .

g¿ The Covenant a! €lng_¡.

In =¡larnining the varicu= soLrrce-cri'bic:i1 que=ti¿n=

sbove, it r^Jå,s nst,ed thst F i= srlent reçarding ãny covenent-
rnal;inq event st 5inai.t14gl Fc,l1ou..ring Crs== it l.rå,s c-rt-llred,

hcll.rever , thaÈ F quri te I i l:eI'¡ ,'rel i Bd on the Ëpi c tr¡c:i Li cn ,

esFecially the E traditian ctt Exsdlrs "4:i-8 í-.¿t- the narretive

'a{ the ccvenant rite=""[15i:¡] E:rsdr_r= "4:15-la i= {requier.ii:l;,,

con=idered s,= "F'= pe.ral Iel to the *ccsurnt b^,, JE in chept=r-

t? al l'lc=e=' escent rn the nrclrnt*:i.n.,'[151] crc== ha= a1=a

i.+.3" Fienkinsc,pp, idiEdcgr,, p. 1i:r?.
14't" Sse p. 6:.
15{l, Cro=s , C=rnaan i [=- jJyth ,, ¡: . :;"{:}.
L5i. J' F'" Hystt, E¡rc,durE, The l.jer.,r centurr.i,, Eibte comnrent;.r.¡iGrand Rapid=: Eerdrn.=n=1 IgTL)1F. 

"Eã. C{. ålec |.1*ertirr i..lctn,
E,:i-gÈ.U=: Ê Ç.gnqgr_l!,rf.L, Ol d T=st*rnent Li bråtry, -t-¡-*n=. j. E"Bsr-¡den iF'hi lsdelphi a: þle=tminEter, .1.?å:), p. :i:ii:).



FËint=d tc] Leviticut= !á end =hcrr,.rn har,l the "tr-åditisnEtl ccrì,/Ê-

nsnt fcrrn is intsct in the=e \,/ergÊ=."[15:] ê= F ¡,.rsde nE

mentisn a{ å covens,nt ritr-tal in it= I'ic,echic snd At,i--thanric

covenant eccoutnt r 50 mut=t onE È-(1=E sresLrrrrÉ that *l thor-rçh f 
=r.^t

\'ier=e9 in F ¡-elate cir=ct1'¡'ta å cavena,nt rne[,: inÇ E.,,er¡t *i:

Sinair P, nÊvertlrelEE=, tos[,: sr_rch å traditian {ctr
granted. t 15f,J Accepti nq the si nai ccj.,,pnår-¡t tredi ti cn

git,enl F' proceeded tc pclL*- ,,hie'trsdÍtion= rnts Ihe

Eecti on urnti I i t du.re.rf ed al t hi s c,ther =ecti an= end

hi= sther perisde. "[154]

ç-(9 ã.

i ndeed

Thi s =tr-rdy a{ the vari oLrs -peri crdE i n F 'E hi =tarr- i:eçan

with ån e:.ramins,tion a.t F"s creetian ËtctrBlrr-rt. It i= u.;elI

f,:nou¡n, horrlE.rEr, thet i t :. = P's trc,ncern r.¡i th the cutl.t r.lhi ch

gi ves ri se to i ts parti cr-rl ar tel I i ng a4 hi star-y, i r-,c1i_rdi ng

it= c¡-eation acccurnt. lJon Rad =tstes: 
,,F i=, urtterly g**rist.r=

in ulen'Ling to shst¡ thst the curl't which en'tererl hi=tcr-¡ in the
people ctí Is¡-*e1 is the goal of the oriqrn ;nd Ê.¿sluttian di
the u¡ar1d. creaticn itself u¡a= degiÇr-rÊd ts lead ta thi=
l=ree1 ."[155] êccardinç to F', "åt sinei Jahr..iei-r fcurnded rc.-

r*e1 '= cr-rrt"[15å] -rnd bef ore that accqsicn IErael ',1.J=,.s r,Et

entirelir r'¡ithsurt curlt .,, fI=7J

Friedrnarr's cbservationç t-egå,rdinq F,'= -{fncEr-n ta =hsi.¡ nû

Eåcrif ices in its telling ctt I=rael '= hi=tcr.¡ çeir-rs =i-r¡:¡:o:-t
15". Crc==, ÇËn.ÉËn¿!e llJ:!h, p. f,1ç.
15f,' -IÞ¡ts= Erssse cEncerninç F"E Ab¡-¡hsrrriË åcccjLrr-r.i_: ,,ThÊ
Frie=t1'.¡ co.,,enå,nt r,.¡Íth Abrahanr ira= nÉ treditisn a.c; å cÉ,.,,ens,f-r tritural in Ëenesis L7. hle mugt åssLrrïe il-i;t the J r-ihe= inËene=i= 15 =ervÉ the pLrrptr,eÉ,
154, !Þi d.. , p. i1Ë.
155" lffggtg.grgnt, t/ai. 1f p. 

"f,f,,J.5å. Ibld., p. ?f,4.
L=7. Ibid., p. ?4i_r.
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frtr'fi these trõnc1ut=i!ñs. t,ion Re.d h;d e=arlier noted that
becau=e F' csn=i dered Isreel Lo b= r.¡i thar-rt curl t bef crre Si n¡i 

"

it "e){Ei=ec fram the traditicns r+hich it inheri[=d *.iI ¡-E-

ccrdE ai Eåcl-i{ice= in the period {rdm Abrahanr dcrr.ln ta the
revel ati on st 5i nei , and i n nrc-rrr ! c,ther L^Jå],/= ãs l.¡eI1 i t di s_

torted the t¡-aditional nrateriå,1 ."t1581 Frietjn¡an l-rås ghc,l.in

thi = Ec be trure. In F 's tel 1 i nq o.f hi =tor.¡, the cl ¡.uncl

*ni¡nsl diEtincticn slsa ctnl'¡ beconres å =ignif icant ti-¡Ënrg

af ter the 5i n=ti event.

As has been repeatedly argured F,'s ctrncÉr-ng evslve {irEt
and f srernast arcutnd i ts percepti on E+ God. Al thar-rgh uncjsurbt-

edl y år'Jå,r-e o4 the other tr¿tdi ti ons, i t i s not I'e- i nten-r_ to
"distort" thq- olde¡- materi:t1 but rather to hiqhligl-r.t. Gr:d, HÍ,=

created srder and Hi= inte,ntions {ctr the crsated cc=irrús. God

hed cho=en Israel and =et it spert (csn=ecreted rt) .far-

Hi rngel f . At 5i nai I =rael enters i nts ä çsr,z¡:¡¿i¡{ rsl s,_

ticnship with Goc and thuts becornes å sac¡-etl cclrrrrrrLrr-rit,¡. Thi=

e'¡ent represent= th= hi qhpoi nt i n fi" e- ssl.¡sti cn hi =tar.¡. þlh*t

Ís nÉl'J in this period and after',+:trd= fsr F, := ,'Jsh¡reh.=

re',,s1*'tion af hÍm=eIf in the l'::ãÞôÈ, in r.¡hich he nEþr purtE

hi m=el f *at Israel '= di gpasal , " f rj?7 ¡nd enter= i nts å crve-
nant relationship ¡¡ith it. Ti-rr-clLrÇh :his Ê.,,err't the prcrnÍ=e= tc
the patr-íar-ch= årE {r-tlf ilIed iG.=r-r" 17z7). il¿rr:)l

Althottgh F' beIieved I=rae1 to be å =aqre-J cs¡r¡rnurnit.,,,

ther= rernainec å cleer di stinctian be.t,¡¡een Gad end HÍ E pEs_

F1e" The ncti an of Ga,l '= if ¡-E=Ence der¡s,ndecj that ;i 1 r,¿i thi ¡-¡

154. lÞ.i!.", p. ?4r:r-:+1.
!=?. _Ibl.d. Tl-¡e Hei:rei+ l-¡Er€ ffieån--
Lor-t, Soggin, In!¡sCurcticn. p.

, "the G1 cr;, al Y¡iht+eh. "
I Ã_7
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Hi= chc¡=en sphere of direct invol'yenrent be tr¡-tl-EfLtl 1.,, r eq Lt-
1-!-J ïn F''= pcrtre;,a1 d{ the i.¡i l Cerne=s c:.ñr,F the pri e=,rE

and Le",its= were ts cãrfiF arournd the t;rbe.r,-nacIer. the p1;ce
t'¡here Gad'= gãþâ! wcltld de=cend, and thr-rs prcvide å Eepårå-

ti En Ér- prot=ctinq u.teI1 betr-reen Gad's nct!,/ I'reeting place end

Hi= peaple (l'lutm" 2) " F', here, di+f er= lrant E, r..¡here the 'tc-nl:

Ís f'oltnd cr-ttEide the trã,ffip (E¡r. f,f,;7). Thi= 'Ji.f fÉrËntrE Ëån b=

;ccautnted ídr by e:ra¡r¡i ni nç F''s vi er..,r a.( Gocl " F , = perspecri vi-_.

s{ Ead , the curi t and the pri esthoc,d , r...rhi cl-r f l ûþ¡= di rectl v

f ro¡n tl-re 5i n-ri event , u.ri 1 I be ex ¡rni ned nex t.

!. P_= lfgt.r o! F_ÊË.¡. The lgvereign and Hoty E¡e

Ei chrodt has noted ths,t F''s concepti an o.f Gc,d r = =i irri I ar
to tl-rat fournd in the JE I'loss.ic e=)íp€l-ience ø{ Gcd -:{s år.re.-

in=pir-inç and Lrnãppraachable. [1å1] Hsr.¡ever, in F, tl-re p;=t
connectisn of Eod r.¡ith ã da==ling {ire-lil.re ph*ncrrenon i=
1e'f t behi nd - [ râ"J Far F' "ånd the Gl ory d{ yahweh',

become= the impcirtent L=fqilU= Eg.ç.¡.!.iç.U= ir=r=cl tc
de=cribe Gsd's pru=EErìtr8" t1åf,1 Ï-re translatj.on ',gJ.cr.¡,, rf
Yehr¡eh derive-- frorn the Hebrer.i [.'ãþêd i.ihich c¡rrie= r.rith it
the 9Énse o'F "¡=4,¿,¡/'vJeightyr" "Etå,ndinçr,' ,r=p1=ndcrr,, gnd

"hcfr¡EF. " [ 1ó4] These terms pravi ded a rnast f i t.ti rrg descr-i p-
t i sn ct{ å Gsd urhs i = set ssi de å= ,'tat*l I .¡ other ,, i.,¡i ti-r r.¡hcr¡r

none cån be ccmpared, end r.rhc, has cr-e*,ted srder, l-rårffrtrrn / end

perf ec'ti on olrt ai ci-rå.os. It i s hi s va=t *,nd qccd creati cn

1ó1. qÀÉ Tegte[rent, VoJ. ]., p. 4i:!ó.

1ói, Vc,n Red, Ql=d TeE.tenrent, ,.,rcl . 1., p. l+ir.
1ó4. -ib:!.,r p" 

"f,çi Eichradt, 01d Tg=.t*menr, r¿¡l
C+. i. i"lr-riteni:urrg, ,,1-1c,1 ÍrrÊ==r,' j!E; I,Jcl , ?
Ab:ingdr:n? 1?å3i., p. ó19.

ñ ?-1Lr-11Pú

f,i-i "'I I ="
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i.,¡hich ref lect= Gc:d's =xceedinç qreatnes=,

Tl-re idea at God's Ei:ãqÊ_d L-Jås not s nÊþr cr*atign c.F F, br_rt,

å5 ''Jon Rsd hs,= arglted, ít r.Jås rner-e1y å reintrodurctrsr-r =tt ;in

older =:tcred tradition in tl-¡e in'tere-t al prornatinq gr=;tter-

=pirÍturalitv. t1å51 ln the older treditianE the tent r.Jå= r-E_

garded the place at re.,,elatic,n t1ból and the ¡r-1,: =ymbcli==d
6crd's PrE=Ence.CIc:Tl rilthouqh these tr-.¡s traditir:ns have fre-
qutentl.r- been consiCered as cr-iginali..;, inCependent, Ln F, .Lf-re.;.,

årÉ csnrbi ned. t 1åAl hJhereas i r¡ the ol der tredi ti gn= Gsd nrå:/

have been pertrei.,,ed aE dwel I i rrç Í n the t=nt a.i rneeti rrç thi =

change= in F"

F'= =trutggle to integrate alder materisl r,.lith itE prÉ-

=ent thecrlogical ct¡n.¡ictian= crLã*tEE re¿il -Len=icln=. scçgin
l¡¡F'i + Ee .

The F Sinai pe,ritrcrpe iE donrinsted ù'y å par-ticurlcrr
h:ind o.f theological dialect¡ on the ane hend Gccl'livesr' 'dwelt=' in the ¡rridst af lri= rr.jn people¡
on the other hend , he 'rneet= ' wi th the peap I e e tthe Tent o{ l"leeting. l.lar+ in thi= dialect tf-re
therne of meeting plainly pre.rai-ls EVer th¡t dî
d¡..¡eI1in9.... t Lö?7

vc]n F:ad çtates nratters fficrE enrpl-rati ce1 1 .y, ,'th= tabernscl * i E

1ó5. l'/on Fiådr S!ttd!Eg !¡ Deltterangriry, Tl-ens, De..,id S-r-=rj!,.Ët-rStutdie= in Eriblical rheolaq'¡ iLandon: s c lïe 1?5f,), p. 4i:1.
"'rr:r-r Flad ccnnects tlre t-r,bernscle i.¡ith the -ruì¡e ?,:l'* r or- ,,the
tent ct{ nre=tinq" ip. .f?), cros= has ns.ted ,¿hat ihe ;rchaic
tern¡ . ly.)n 211 '* , ref f erring the I=rael ,s e*rI ier =hrrnE, r=reinterpretdd by F stnd urnder=.taod å= ,,thÊ tent ,:i rE.,,eiåLiûn,,or- "tent at di.,,ine-huirnan meetÍnç,, iQ.sta¡niL= lIlZLt, p. .li:ji:ri.
1óè. Elenhin=app, Etg.ph.gç.y, F. 7ö.
7á7 , Ei chrodt , gld Le=Ètfg!.!., VcI . i, p. 1i:i?.1ó8. G" H. Ds,.¿i e= i n ',Ar-[,: of the Crf,.,,enår¡t,, f lDE,il,Ja=h..,i 1 l e: Abi ngdon Fre=s, l?ól) , F " ""81 , Eb==i"*=nafrre far tl-re arl;, ,'år[,: ¡f the te=trirrany,' i.: ursedtimes exclursi.,,ely b'; F,. Tl-re,'tent of meetit-rg,,cr,'.1_he
the te=t i mtr)n'l " tradi ti on l-Jås I i l:*1 ,r, drsr,,rn toçether p¡i
of the åri': t./ F' i.¡ith its term fcr ilre ål-|.,: . Cf . l,/ül-t
Lc=!.atcrl., p. 

"f,7.1åç, f.n!¡cdurc!-1rn t FF. 14f,"

r ,_ lYLJI. " I
tL -,¡ t-t t 

-LJlctL T 5
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neither the dwelling place af Jahylel-¡ l-¡irnself ncr a.t: hi= ns,nre,

t't-rt tf-r e p1*ce Ðn Eerth L-iherE, far the tir¡¡re being, ti-re åppÉår-

änce a{ Jehr-.¡eh'= gLar;., rneets ¡¡ith lliE FetrplÊ.,,t17i:)l Far F,

God iE ab=crlr-ttely trangcendent and He åFpea,rE- fram tirr¡e to
time -rt the t-rbernecle in Hi= ti:ãbêd,

The implications o{ Gsd's holine== and t¡-*nscendence

affect evÉr-y sspect of I--rael'= 1ife. l-iis scverei.qnty. and

halines= år'ELrsEs {ear and re\,/Êr-ÉncE Ín all. The l-¡s1.,, creet¡r-

6c'd is total1,v other and nrlt=t, thereíar*, Ever-t be =epar=ted
f rc]¡l Hi s s:,cred trt:minLrni ti-. Csnt¡c't betr¡een tl-ie ç:icred en¡

profs,ne csutrd evcl::E calamity. Thr-ts, ålthaurgh His ltdl.y pr-É-

sence arntng Isr¡el i s percei.,,sfl ås å

Jenr en ncrtes that i t ,

f avor f rorn Eod, liJ"

Ls at the så,mÊ time å veFy th¡-eatening pl-¡ensrrr.-
enrn , becalrse i t bri ngs 'tr.io veÍ-y dÍ sti nc'E spt-rer-E=,
the divine and the hurnan, dangeroutsly clsse ts e:,ch
sther - Ên'¡thing utncl e¡n i s rel *rtc-d i:a tl-¡e prEserrcs
of the teEernacl e (Lev. 1a: 1i-rå l.,JLrír¡, i?: ?(_ri cf.
E¡el':. 4f:?) snd rnsy sparfl o{f disa=ter (Lev" 1i_¡:1-
:). The rnain ctrntrern a{ F', therefúre,, becanres bheqlte=ticln¡ Hsw tri,n Isreel become å. cleen peaple, E(f
that the aFpearaFrce of the Lord i n i t= n¡i dst cãrr
be tol erated snd nst l ead ttr' i t= destrutcti sn? t 1;/ 1 l

croEs¡ Fointing tcr the ssluttian ad'¡anced b.¡ F,ts il-ri= nËþJ

predi c¡,rnent , þJri tes..

The ent i re curl t i c peraphernal i ;, enrJ curl turE ..ri.=
de=i gned +*a expf-ÉE= and c\,/erËorne ilre probl enr a{ thr*
heJ. ,-, tran=cendent Gc,d ,,,i =i ti nç hi E pu=f-våsi..,E_l YEinfurl pecpl=. Zane= of horiness in il-re Tsbernscle
and caurt, and in the battle trarnp vÍ.,ridIy eiípr,-Fsg
the paradox of the irnrnstnence of the HoIy one" t17?l

*ccarding ta Janren, l_e.,,iticurs 1r-rllil*11 trån l.¿eil i:e ccn=rrl-

L7ri. Sturdi=9, p. f,?.
171. "The Theolcrqic;l i"leaninq at the sin ufferinçr,, ¡r. :;. Ênutnputblished påpEr u¡ritten in l?å1.
I7-t. Ca¡sanrle l'lyth , p. ?qq.
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erEd the Lei t nrot i v ct{ F': t 17ï l

Yout år-E ta d i st i ngr-ti =h betu.reen the hol ,- end the
cEmincln, end beti.leen the urncl esn :nd the cl e:,n i gn,l
ytru ar-E ts teach the peapte at I=rael eli thestetlrtes r.rhi ch the Lo¡-d has sFtrl:: en tc then¡ tr,i
l'ls=es "

Isreel , that =acred ccnrnrrrnity r'lhicl-r enL,ered into ä cc,.,,er¡ãrr-t

relaticn=hip '¡rith Gc'd, r.iã.s ts 1i.¡e b^r, the sts,ture= çi.,/en t,¡
God, ¡nedi etec tc, the peopl e thraurgh l"loses, and ngþr pr-crnurl -
g;rted by tire prie=t=. In an ef.tart ta sÊtrLrl-e Gad'= prEEEncE

and çutard agai nst Hi = l.¡rath iLe.y. 15: 31) , the canrnrlrni t;v

soutçht ta obey l-li = csrnrn-rndrnent= end recres,te tl-re oi-der- ,

hsrrncnl" and perf ecti orr l.ihi ch ernbady ancl re{ l ect the creatcir
Ëed- Fsr F' it is the crrlt år-rd tl-re pr-iest= r.rhich Flåi, år-l

i rnportent rsl e i n teechi ng Gad 's chcrEen peapl e to be Hi s hol ,,,

crnÊ8, thr-r= oi:taining Hi= bles=inq"

¡. rhe Ës!!
vcn F'sd l-¡åE noted that i n F' , "the curl t bri nç= isrs,e] tp

the rernernbrår-rËÊ c:{ Jahweh. " [ 174] F'*trther , f rcnr the vEr./, Eår--

lie=t times I=rael ltneur that Ehe ccrrect perfclFrräncs s.i the
curlt r'rå= e=sentisl {or it ta be il-¡e ¡-ecipie¡rt o.f Gad'E ble=e.-

inE,lr73l 
.r,ihich inEured purblic crder and i.lell-beinq, Eh:i_-

1gt¡" t L7â7 F' , r.rel1 år.Jå,re cf thr=- cr-rl ti c Ê:.{tre=s€Ê a.Ê the pe=t ,

=sel': = ta en{arce rnå,n./ ctt the alder clrltrc reçurI*tran--, end at
the =å¡îe time, ts intrsdutce neþJ reqlrir-errrent= ¡nd restrrc-
ticns. For exarnple, in F'one finds thet bload rs nE iançer
the on1;- L^rå,y a{ etoni ng f or si n (Le.,," 

=r 
L 1- j.f,) burt th:t

i7f,. Jan=en, "Theol oqi cåI , " F " +.
'17 +. Ql d. I==!.=qqr_t!, VoJ. " 1 , p . "4:.175. BIenl::insc:pp, Eied.g.q, p. 1iló.
17Õ. E1 enl,:i nEtr,Fltr, Etg.E-!-e.ay., t-J. 1i:)B

i 1a



tr'bediencs and ccrnfes=ion (Le.¿" s:i) r-r ol.l äFFe€i¡- tc, becar¡e fl-rEr-Ê

signif icent ivs=" 5-/:) ' t177:l Alse, Fohrer nate= u^rhs,t l-¡å5, bsei-r

rnentioned ã.brf.,,e 1 il-r at in F' "it i= nc 1cnçer pas=ib1e ts
åpproåch Gad rJirectlr-¡ trlnE n¡urEt in=teed qû tFrroLrÇh fl-¡e cler--

8"/z u'rhc' act åE mediatci-E."Lr7a1 In F'the laity csurid nc,

lonçer affer LtF sãrcl-if iceE and prEntruntrE blessinq= becaurEe

this te=[,: r^Jås re=er.¡ed lctr the prie=ts e]ane.L17?l þll-¡ereås

JE 's Þla=es caurl d Eai': "yc,Lr si-r a.l 1 be ta rne å h i ngdom a.f

pri est= and å hal y nåti Én " (Ex . 1?l o) , F, pl ace= the enrpha=i 
=

squarel y trn tl-¡e I atter end i nsi =ts that on l y Êarc,n .E dL-Ecen-

dant= rråi, {urnction ås priest=. Ail this ir-¡ an effcr-t tc
prÉ.,,ent 'Ehe cr-t1 ti c prab l enrs c,f tí-¡ e past.

It has freqltentl;, been noted .that in F, srie tÍnc= å

cateloçLte c'f curltic reqltirernents which seel,: ts reçlt1=-tLe .1-re

=-itrrif iciEtl obsÉr"'ånces cl Isreel . This nrateri*.1 l-rå= been

=hst'¡n to be å di verse col I ectÍ crn, r,ihi ch r.Jê(s proi:abl y tr:rr-¡=-
mitted firEt aral1y snd then in u.¡ritten {,,rn ú.;, -uhe

priests. t1ã{:}l þiith this in mind vgn l.iad trc'nclurcles th.r't ,,r:he

dscltrnent in nE c-ense de.,,É1cp= an.¡.thinq 1i[:: Ê årì ever-r rË;.=,:n-
abj.y trln'F1=te thealoqy ct the curtt. In thi= respect it l-rås in

177- Janren, "Thec,lcçica] ," p. =-7. tÀtith reËår,l ta cenfe=-sii:n trf ., 1,'úÍ't Rsd, Qld. fË.alaqgtl, r.rcrl " 1, p. tól. See:.1=¡Jacob I'ii l grcrrn, QUL!. É[È. Çqt=ç.]_=1tËË¡ The esham :nC the
ErLcEtL¿ Dq,qLr-LrLË, s,f- Eepcalstqq-iaãi Jãñr E. J. --sii r r , -reza=;, IF'p. 1{18-11{:1 . Plilçrom ffiå,!:: es å disti¡rctron be'L,pree¡-r vr:Ilrnter.;,;tnd involuntery sin. In the Ëåse ct{ the.Éc,rn¡er- csnfes=i.cn i=nec===år7v" Far in.,,trlurntar¡- gin ,,rÈrnÉrse eIo¡-re sutf tËEE; i Lrenders csn{ E--li an slrperf L urúLrs.,,
i 7€. hLredt!9.!.is.rl, p " i BE "I79. l¡'clt-r Fiåd, Ald Jg-=teqrgnt, \./ol . 1, p" :.,4.+.
1Aii. RcIf Ft=ndtcrt{, !i-E Ee=et:e in d_er f¡!eE!et:sSh¡-_il!tingen: Vendenhseci. åF¡d Rurpr=cht, r4a.:l , [["-:f-,_::. i]ívon Flad, QLd. Ig=!.ar¡Cn!., t/oJ.. J., Fp. i5t-r-¡g].
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qenerå1 been ¡rrltch 81,/et-==tinr:tteC.,'[191] In hie
the så,cri f i ce= vûrr

Flad ste.te=:

tr eat rnen t

i J_ -

E*1Llr
¡r--

=hi ng
qiven
prÊ-

tnqer

LJ'T

þJe nrur=t sbandsn frorn the ourt=et with F, at-r -/
thet i t i s possi bl e to presuppo=E, L:el-¡Í nd
l-lind ct+ såcrifice, Ë( precÍ=e theary oí
sacrs,l e.¡ent in question eilsctly distinguri
it frorn all the stlrer kindg. I,lot only is ntrnË
br- F': br-rt there å¡-e even i ndi cati ans that sË
ci=e å theory ås L.Je =hsr_tld perhaps eilpect rrtr I
in f act e¡risted. t1A3l

Ït inay not be pes=ible to qain the pFetrision =ciurght eiter'Êt.t,
\'/orr Fisd butt thi= shst-tld nat deter the 01d Teståff¡er-rt =tudent
in hisz'her qltest ta find the utnderlying theclogy tst F, r¡i¡ich

served ts gutide it in it= f in-r1 selection snd interprEt-rtii:n
a{ the ol der rnateri al . t 1Bf,l von Rsd íe urndc,urbtedl.;,, cc:rrect
with hi= cibserva'tisrr that "if the u¡riter dt p had no.t l-¡å,d ta
u¡orl* wi th o1d tradi ti ons " í+ he coul C have nracle LrF hi s ûwn

theological construrctian independently af thenr, everything
Hcrutl d certai n1y hå'¿e been nrurch mrot-E utni f Erm. " [ ].ã41 Ta Etal:e r

hor+e'¿er, thet "it þJåE ob.vioutsly entirel .¡ c,uttside F,,= intsn-
ticn ts =r-tçge=t to the r.lsr=hipper any EpÉciiir urnder=ianding

o{ tire ss,crifices"[185] raiEes the qures.ticn, L.,rl-r,r, incc,rparete
the=e parti cr-rl er =åcri f i ceE ta begi n r,.¡i il-¡,f

lù t--- r-rE nå,5 rf,een strted å,br.¡e thEt in plicinç the såcrificia1

='¡=tenr *nd tf-¡e ol der 1ai.¡s r.¡i thi n the 5Í nai event F scurgl-rt ts
leqitin¡ete them. In its rEwc'r-r:: ir¡q af the slder rn*.teri.tl ,

hot+É'¡Êr, it elso =ourqht ts create sacial end curltic crder fc,r

181. AÀd Te=tenrent, t¿'cl , 1 ,183" _Its¿C.
f 8f,. Jan= en , " l-heel oq i cel , "184. t/crn Fiåd, glq IC=!ICC[!.,145. I þi EL. , ¡: . :åir.

¿lF J -tÊ-lJ FJ = j'-J J, --¿Ji:.

ñ?
l,/c1 ,, L , F. :5?.

_t ir_)



God's people and ta s;f eglrard their pr_trit;, end thur= å.,,er-t the
dengercut= Í mpl i cati c,n= a{ God 's hol.¡ prÊEi-ancÉ i r-r thei y-

rni d=t " t 1aál F reËoqni =ed IsreeI 's. dai l ,,; csntac.L wi th ti¡et
t^rhich triå5 utnclean end frc:nr r,-¡i-r ich it nrur=t =anctify rtself in
order to perticipate in é(n)./ curltic activit.¡, (Eil . 1?:1i),i+i.
Ei'en the har'y oí hal i e=, the ai lar and tabernac 1 e requti rec

cleansinç frorn all the pEOple's urncleånne== (Lev. 1ó:"t-r-iL)"
Êccardinq to F Gsd.'s hc,rinÊss, purrity qnd per-fection cjerrrands

thet Every aspect a.f Israel's life be drar..rn i.n.to bhe divine
order whi ch i s Ei(pt-esEed i n Gad 's creati nn and l-li s r"ri 1l f ar
lJi s choEen peop 1e.

F, intensely concerned with 6od, Hi= holine=E end ci-ested

order, dce= not differentiate carefr-r11y betr.leen =in and Lrn-

cleannesE"[7977 In fact, note= L.E. Taari¡b=, sin end ,_rncleån-

ness are f requtentl y ursed åE Eynonyrns i n F. t 1gãl Fr_tr.ther r fiú

clear diEtinction is rr¡c-tdE betr-reen ritutal snd moral cieannes=

El- overt sin and ritutal Írirputrit.¡. t1391 Eath cc,urld be Êqlt-rlI.;,

deEtrurcti ve si nce Ec'd 'E hc,l i ¡-ress csurl d "bFeål: cf,Lrt,, snd des-
trú'/ the Ferscln r-¡hcr prof¡ned the =anctut*r;z iLe.¿" Li:jj sr-

sinned f lagrantly (lriutm" 1o) " Bath urnclsånneE= c-tñd Er.n rE-
quti re å si n-af f eri ng becautse they t!-rr=aten the irsl i nEE= *.f

thc- cornnrutnit'¡ l='¡ =tarrrJing in appc;siticn to Ead" i:r,-sr¡ thi=
per=pective F'= .,,iew o{ Ein mutst be seen ås murch u.li.der then

1ãå. F'hi 1í p J. Ëurdd , jjglnbtrr5, þtord Bi bi i c*1t/ol . 5 iþleco: þJsrd f{trr|,:8, l?ã4), F. 77.
ra7 - see F'= tre=t¡rrent ctt a surepected eduii tu=i-curs
llere rncral delinqLrency i= n¡rnec end tre;ted q.=
í i¡e ?f-l I

1gã" ïoarnbg, ,,C1Éåtn ál-¡d UnclÉånr,, p. a47. See
1ã?. J.l:." Zín1,., ,,Unc1e*r-¡ness 

=,I-rd Sirrs: Ê Str_rd.,,
and Fs. 51r7"" !f 17tI?a7), p" f,óij,

Conrrrentåï-'i,:

i n l.llrrn. 5.
Ll!-rc1ÊånnË==

!¡,-¡ !.

cf Jc:b 14:4

1:1



i t i s presentl'¡ r-eçar-ded end i t bel cnq- together
that r¡hi ch di srurpt= prtr,FÊt- crrder

wi th -11d-L -L

in Israe1 .t1?(:¡J Dor-tgIes Daviu==, thin[::in€ alanq this line, h:.=

*rglred that the idea o{ E-ã.ci-ificeE is connected ta re=tor-irrq
the sociel order i.lhich ha= been disrurpted,tl?11 F,a¡^tel- l-rå.Ë

alEs arguted tl-r at "thL= såcr-ificial =y=tem i='il-¡e abjecti.,,,e FJåy

ord-ii rred b,/ Gcd whi ch re=tsFes tt: f r_t1i f eI l or,rshi p the i:f -
fender,"[1?:] and thurE createE =ocial arder.

Becautse a+ tl-¡e n*tur¡-e sf God and HiE relsttianship i.riil-r

Hi = peopl e el 1 tr-rnsgrEs=i an= agsi nst Hi s 1ar.r L,Jere conEl der=d

å gråvE of f en=e tl-r*t both sf f ected the tran=çrgs=Er s,nd the
comirrutnity ãs ãr t'¡ho1e. It inrperilled tl-re whole curlt since it
L'Jå,8 bel i e\,/ed thst throutçh tr:,nsçres=i on e.,,i I hed been Eet i n

rnation and wsr-r1d ine'¿itably turrn against the tranEer-Fs=trr-

-and the camrnurnity ta which s;'he belc,nged.ilgil There.fcr-e, the
cornrnurni ty had nrurch at stai;: e and the pr-i est=, i n the conteilt
of the cutl t t were gi'ren the 'L;rsk ct rns[,: i ng atsnr-=n¡ent f ar t-i-¡e

i ndi'¿i dutal transgre=e-trtr snd tl-re conrrnurni ty ås å u.¡hc, 1e, þJhere

they {silec in assisting the people ir-¡ distirrguti=hinç Let-i+een

the hal y and prct{äFre, i n rreepi ng Gad 'E I åi.¡s, di sarder snd

d=strtrctiun beccrnre ine.¡i table iE:e|,: . ??: ió).
l.{hereas schsr sr= h¡ve a{ ten pai nted ta the br br i ce,r

tendency ts dem.¡thologire older- trsdÍtÍon= Erlen[,: tnEtrpp ínål::É=

the cbser.,,ati Ûn that at certs,i n poi nte F, ',rernythol =çi:==,,

.f?i:). Porter, LE.,,itic!!_s, F.L?'1" "Interpre.i:stian at
B?r.Iç77) r p" f,?ï
1 eA I ar¡.i {- iL.L. LÉ.i¿ s¿trLtEq F. A.
L?:,. vEñ-nã¡, e¿! Te=tanjent

Sac¡-ifice in

, ¡- l

Levi t'i cut= " " IÊi.J

-., Ei.oJ.1t H'



rnåttErE re13'ted to the cr-tlt" t1941 ris i.ri the older tr-aditian=
preFå'rsti an {ar wcrrslri p rc'quti red pi-rysi ca1 ri te= (ure=hi ng end

cles,nsing E:r. 1?:1t-rf ) F'norrl E€Ël;: s'L,a c,rder and r-egLrlåtL=

urc,rshi p Lt=Í ng nrany si these sl der 1 suls " I I?51 hjj. th the sacr i -
{ i cal l au'¡s r ås u¡el 1 RS the cI ¡ utncl regltl ati ons, F =curght
symbol i cal 1y ts recreate hcrl i ne== an¡ùng the peapl e al anç pii th
å sense o{ di.¡i ne order and presentre. The pri e=ts pI a}, ål-¡

irnportsnt rsle in a1i this and u.¡il1 be discur==ed ne;.rt.

1,=- Il-_r.e F_ri 
==L=

ït hJås ncrtr=d åbtrr',,e that f or F the curl t bri nç= I=r:iel ta
å rerne¡r¡brsnce ø{ 6od. This is no leEs trure ø.Í the prie=t="
In F the pri e=t i s the nredi ator beti-reen Ead *nd l{i E pe=c3-

ple. lrqâl It is the ts,=l,: dt the prie=t ta å=eLrr-Ê Eod.s i:ie==-
inE Ên the pecple. In the new lriel-archicel pattern å,l..,crc¡ite,J

b'y F al 1 temple-perssnal calrld Eet-ve in tl-re cr-rlt burt the EL,nE

c,f Aaron -=t1sne ã,re gi.,,en the ¡.espensibility st prancurncinrS

the blessing and c{fering =åtrrifices ta Gsd. rIç71 In F, it iE
lf,* Aarsni c pri est= r¡¡ho nc'r{ f urncti an nE il-r e curstodi en= at the
c,ld revelstic,n t1?Bl and ås the primary ¡r,edi:..tar= f or I=¡-ae1 .

Fallor.rinq the slder sELu-ces in the fÍ:.-=t =teqe= af it=
hi stor-y, P el so pørtra.¡s God ås e:rt=ndi ng hi E br e==i nç ta the
recipient= directl;,," Eed e:.:tend= å r.,rsr-d of [:1r=ssir-rÇ br: the
enirnEtls (Gen- 1:38), to Adan¡ and Ë.¿Ê (Gen" 1:ig), .La l1oah;nd
his EEns (Een. ?l 1), to Abrahanr and his f:mii;- iGen. i7).

Lg+. FLentrin=epp, ErgEhetryr p. 1i:)g.
L?3. [..jesterrn;,nn, Elgn,=n!_=r FF. it:r1 end 

"14,1?b. iÞiË.., F. 1?4.
!?7. Erurdd, Nurnrbel-=, p. Tä,
L?B- E,c. Blac!:i ¡rrår-r, "l'leciatar in the ü1c r=stårrrÊr-r.tr,,
Val " f, (l.iash.,,il1e; Abingdcrn, 1?ÉI) , p. f,:r.

L ":.-:¡

ïnÊi=!'!



Butt at 5i nei , -rf ter the peopl e h:'.,,e cl ane the þJt3r!,: r.¡hÌ ch Gad

had corrmanded, i t i s l'lgses l-;hs bl eg=e-- the pecpl = iE:r .

f,?: 4f,) " Af ter the cc'nsÈcrsti an ct{ Aarcn and hi E sc:r-rs i t i s

Þlose= end Aerc'n r.lha fuIe--= the peapl e iLe.¡ - ?: "!-îf,) . 5ti 1i

later it becc,¡r¡es the resFonsibility rt'Ç Aaron ;inC hi= EEt-js &5,

annsurnced by l"lcrse= I

ïhe Lord =aid ta l'loEes, "sar/ ta Aeron and hi= ztrtn=1
Thlrs ytrrLr, shal l bl ess il-¡e peapl e of i=reer r ytrLr.ghal1 say to thenr¡

The Lsrd bless ysLr and l:: EÊF iJtrLri
The Lsrd ffiå,[;: e hig f ece ts shine upon yELr, and

be gratri c¡uts ta ytrLr¡
The Lard l i +t up l-.ri s catrnterrånce LrFon ,/oLi,

and give yoLr peace.
5c, shal 1 they pr-rt rn,/ nårne upon the peop 1 e s{

Israel , and I r.¡i11 trle=s.them', (l.Jurrn. 7:"?-î,7).
Thurs in F' \,/ûr'ì Rad nates that it became ,'the but=ines= dt the
pri est=" to Fl-onüLttre the bl e=si ng end pr-tt the nå,ffie o{ '/alrl+eh

c'n the cultic.csnrrnutnity,.Cl?91 Althoutgh it FJrî.s stj. Il 6¿3d r.:hc¡

url ti rnatel y g:i\./e the bl essi ng i t r,.rå,8 the pri est= throurçl-r i.rhonr

i t rriaÊ- nclw ¡nedi ated. Furrther , whereaE i n the past the ,,T¡ån¡Ê-

theolctq'y" r.Jå= directly relgted to the central sanctli-
åFy: [3(:]i:rl i n F' the "r¡s,me" (ånd thereb.¡ Hi = b1 es=i ng ) i 

=

p I aced Lrpon the pÊrp I e. t 
"rJ 

1 l

In F e:*piatisn algo.coutld only be e{f ec'teC b..¡ .L,ire ÊEirc¡-

nide priesthacd. vc,n Rad ni:te= that ,'irr F,, ås di=tÍnct fr-crn

D t the clne wha ef f ect= expi =tti ¡n i s rrE\,/er iei-¡u..reh hi rr¡=el f ," i n-

=teed, i't is e.reryi.lhere the priest i.rhs dc,es thi=.',[:r:]îl jn

this case as r.lelI it iE, di ccrLrr-Ee, urrtimately God 1..¡hc, e.F-

fect= u=xpi:t'tisn. Tl-¡ e priest=, hEf.;e.,,er-, nEu.j ste¡c arrt åE

Lç? " !ÀE Jggtaqrgnt, trsl . 1 , F. T4å.
lili:r, Vcn Fied., Q!r_rd!g= !¡ Der_rteranggry:
ir'-r1. Erldd, ilJggrbers, p. 77.
îi:r?. t/cn F:;d, 8-l! Te=tar¡rent, r./sl . 1,

H " .j,é.

r, ?7r-r
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Yahweh's {lr11y *uthari=ed *çents"t:r:rf,l FìlI ilri= is qurite

can=i Etent i+i th regerd ts F ' z urnderstr.ndi nq d{ I Erael , 
=

hi=tcr-'y, its p*st problenrE and F'E =a1r-ttic,n ta ti-¡t:Ee praE-

1enrs" tÁJith thi= in mind it i= hardty pas=ible ta trver=tate

the very i nrpc,rtent posi ti c,n and rsl e çi ven ts the pri es.Lhcad.

F'1 r.rritinç to a pecple uiho have 1c=t thei¡- EÊrrse af

raotedne=E s,nd pLrrpose i n the u.rsr 1d =chenre c:í thi ng= , =ÊEf:: =

to create orde¡- and i¡-rject neuJ life inta ã( rnsven¡ent th*t is
bei ng threatened f rain aI 1 si des, it Í s the ;,==urnrp ti an a4

this =turdy thst F', in itE atternpt ta create ner.J hape and life
f or thi s peopl e, tal'.:es Lrp si gni f i cant pa=t [radi ti ons, edd=

to i t nsr.J rnateri al , and i n Évery þJã,y attenrpt= to establ í =h å

new cornrnurnity based Lrpon the clne {orined qt Sinai "
T -,- - -1 ' -

E¡{PÉri ence wí tl-¡ }li ng=hi p utl ti matel y cc,nsti turted s di seEteril1-r=

failLrre. TherefEre, F en.¿isisns å .theccreclr, r¡rhere Gcc

Hi m=elf uroul d rutl e throurgh Hi = very pr-eeence i ¡-r the rnr c=t a{

the pecple. His prinrarr- rnediåtr-rF=, the prie=t=, årE ta çr-ride

Hi s hol y peapl c- i n thei r ef f arts ts separate then¡=el ve= lreu-t

aI 1 th*t i = urnhol'r-. To Uri s end F sÊel:: s ta entrc,Lrråqe the
peaple to practice å tyFe sf Lg,l!å!¡g =gcgrdg!åut,r,,

hl" Jan=en has nated that trne cãn find far_rr ethic*l pär-å-

di gm= i n the O1d Te=ternent: the patri ¡rcl-¡,¡r.¡i =dcnr, f-c.y.:L n

pri e=t1 v end prapheti c paradi gnr. t:r:r+l In F, the peopl = å,rÊ

pre=ented ¡¡ith the priestly parsdigm. tril5l A= in the cåse sf

:{:}f,. !Ei d..
:r14. Lectutre at Uni versi t.y a{ l'jani toba, Octaber
ctrLrrse "Seir¡i ns,r- i n Ei b1 i caI Rel i gi cnsl Ethr cel
tl-re DId Te=tarrent" (Fleligiaurs Str-tdie=, !i:t" 7i:)4).
:{:}5. Thi= i= trlre eI=r: in cer-t¡in p=alnr=
pås=ågeE ie. q. , F's" 15: 14¡ f=a. f,f,r 1 q-Ib¡ EiEl:,

!. 1?84, in the
Theme= i ri:nr

,rt-rd propheti c
rct"

{-É



the prie=t, å1 r dt rife is EeEn in reratian ts the c,-trt. i+=

certain re=trictians ar-F placed trn the prie=t= that .=er.¿ecl ¡t
the t*bernacle, =c!:, 1so ãrE fftarty a{ the i-eçurlatiç3r¡s eltc,nded
tc, the peøpl e whcr I i.,,e i n the setti ng of the cårnp or l-ro1 .¡

trtr'fftn¡Ltni ty. l¡ihereas tl-r e l al.ls reqardi ng the pr-i e=¡E [¡Jere r-Ê-

lated to the tabernacle, the 1ei..rs {er tl-re people årE extended
to the cornrnr-tnity it=elf . rilthaurçh F cslrld never desc¡-ibe
Ï =rael ås " å !,: i ngdcrrr of pr i ests,, wi tl-r regard Eo curl t i c
dutie=, F dsegr never-th*-les=, È(Fpeår to åc-!:: the pc=ap1e ta
1i'¿e life r+ith that same God -csnscic,ursne=s thstt åccErïlls.nied

the 1if e ø4 the 
-prie=t. Thuts trrne f inds the ccntÍnur"-tl ¡-ef er-

entre tc¡ the tabernacl e and t,= ri tural practi ce= p.rhi ch =;,r,"rba-
1i=e Gcrd'E FrÉEEnce *r,¿ accessibility.

3L gyqÞ.qll-=tr LL E

F"s intense focurs c:n God and its psrticr-rler r-tnder=tand-

ing et IErs,el's history ã(ppeår ta be nrajcrr factor-s in
prompting it tc] LrEe certain synrbol= in ei{pru=Ësrr-rÇ ii=
fnessåge- In F" E creati an stary and i n i t= ,,hi stcri c=1

excer¡:ts" P presents å pictr-rre u¡hich is to in=pir-e å dúl.jnc:=t
peapl e" The sabþath , the rai nbsur, ci rËLrrnci Ei on =ind the ci-rI t
arÉ sl 1 =i gns u.¡hi ch -ir-e ursed to remi ncj I s¡-eel at 6cld ,s prs_
sÊnce and rel ati cn=hi p r,ii th her.

'TL 
- 

r- -Lrne t-r¡ernacle and rrk, toc, å,rÊ utsed Ín å s.,¡nri:o1 rc r^Jå.y,

to re-enrph.rsi=e th*'L ¡rhich 1ey a.[ ti-¡e he*rt a.{ ti-re i:r_r]t

God '= prÊsentrE r'¡i th Hi = pecpl e. E¡rI i er i. t þrR= nsted thet ti-¡e

c,ld tent tradition, -Tlin ¡¡'>l , L.jås inter,-pr-r-ted b.¡ F,Ë(E

"thE tent- aí rer,'eI eti on'l' oa " il-,* t=n t c+ rr,eeti nq , ,, LhÊ pr;c=



f'JherÉ Ì'srhu¡eh rneet= i..¡iti-r lJi= pÊ{:F1e.[:Ì:]r:l crc:ss he=

that the cci,ensnt forrnurlåry, ,,ï will beccr¡-¡= ytrLU-

"Êxpanded end brinç= LrE tc, the v/Er.f heart dl the
csvenant theclc,gy" "Irr-)7] He paints to bath Leviticuts
a.nd E:radu= i9:45f i and then ;,=serts:

aEser- ved

Gc,d", i=
¡i'ri eei | .¡

?ó: 1 1- 1f,

Tl-¡É pri rne benef i t at the si nai ti c ccvenant i n the
'vi er'l aÍ the Fri e=t1y tradent !.Jås the "t;rbernåc1i nç',pre=ence of Yahu-reh i n I =rael 's mi d=t, y*hr,¡eh notanly l'¡or-rld becorne their gtrd, he r¡cur1d becorne ,ÈhÈ.
gild in their midst, rrihc: "þiët11,: 9 abourt" .lrtr6ng g-¡enr. t"r:lãl

In hi= ccrnrparati.re sturdy ø4 D'E and F,,s urncler=tandrnq af the
tent'/tatrernacl e end erl,: ven R¡d ccnvi nci ngl y derncnEtrate= hc,i.¡

f or F both the tent and ar[': r.Jere cansi dererl the pt ece l^:here

Yehweh'= glory n¡eets r.rith Hi= peaple {rcrn tÍme ta tr¡r¡e. l-"i:}?l

Thurs, in ntr urncertain ter¡rr=, both ts,bernecle and år-!;: furnc-
t i oned å,= syrnbol = at God . s preEence.

Þleurnt Sinai can alsa be ctrnEider-ed å s.¡nrbaI af I=reel ,=

birth and Gad's F¡.egencÉ. Fiabert Cahe,n has nc,.ted thet the
1-¡ter bibl ical writers, in f act, "di d not even h: nc,þr i ts
lacatian, for only vaqLre indicstron åre given iE¡lad. f,:rãl
1?:11 Der-tt. 1¡?)"tI1i:rl Althor-rgh rnerely å fi'rÊrrrcrr-¡,, l,,1ct-tn.t Sinai
!'Jå's' nonetheles5, å sacred =ynrbol 1i nl,: ing the bi¡-ih dt
ïs¡-ae1 ts primal tin¡e. Colren u¡rite=t

i'laurnt Sinai r€prese.nt= the beginning r:f ti¡rrebecaur=e there creaticn crccLa-=? the creatii:¡r atï=r;el . fndeed, the çi.ving a.i Iar.¡ at Sin¡i isans,ItrgûLr,E ta the sct of bri nçi ng srder c,-rt o.f trr-rr1úE.in creatir=n myth=. t"111

:iJó. See Fp . i 1ó- 1 17.
:i-)7. Eroç= , Q.g¡.g+n l_!.C [X!i-J, p "

"{lB" I!.Íd_", F. ?9?"
?i:)9. S!r-rd!eE !n Delrtercncr,yr pF
ilil. fl5 EI5EE g{ S=rc¡-ed gÈ-ege

"11. Ibid." p- iÞ.
" f,?-41.
iCi-¡ics: 5chclår=,, l?Bj.), p

l,:;

a=



Ê= Gad created and srcl ered the r.ro¡- 1d ,,i n

c1E He cres,ted and ardered I srael ;,t Si nai

ta t.E,cl-e¡te I=rael snd s,gai rr bri ng grder

e:<ilic carnrnutnity p¡hrch F addres=es"

the beçi nni ng " å¡-rd

t ECt again He €-eEl.:: s

ttr, t1-r e e:tiliç.,'post-

At sinai Israe1 í= cho=en ta be å hal .¡ peuple, aritl its
pri est= -irÊ charçed tc, teacf-r the peopl e tc, di =ti nçuti =l-r be_

tween cL,i urncl " Vcn Rad ha= noted Lh;tt ,,Lu-¡ El eennes= þiå= the

nrcst ba=i c f crrnr í n wh i. ch f Erael encsLrn-Ler Éd tl-¡at ¡th: ch þiåg

di=pleasing to Godr" årr d il-r at lor Isreel , tl-re qrre=tic,n a.F

c1;'uinc1 "con=tantl y årcÊ-E i n the 1i {e ctt the i ndi vi dural Iss
*il ELÈLUE_ Eq.Ef.C.=Ei !.EL=". t:1"1 Ehoi ceE i n I i ie betr.;een

6od (snd sll r.¡hich He den¡ands and en¡badies) tr¡- abher gcCe,

conti nr-re1 I y needed to be rnade ãr pert i nent i E=ure i n thE Ê¡{ -
ilicz' po=t-exilic trclrnrnLrnity. The c1,/rrncI legislsEi=n, inrp.tct-
ing e\'/errJ arÊå of 1ife, =olrght to e¡l .tend.Lhe r-e¡lnr a.-- il-¡e

s¡cred ta i ncarparate al I o{ 1i f e" In thi s þjã,,¡/ aI I Israel þJãg

=ymboI i cal 1y å.558tri ated cl ci=e] y to the cr-r1t. As å sacred c{f,n¡-

irrutnitr-, thereicfrel a1 1 lews related directl,¡ to the cr_r1 t.
To sr-rgçest th.it Israer r-jå,8 å "hcI'r- pecrple" {:r tç3 =t¡r.te

th¡t sl I d{ 1i {e Frêrs p1*ced i n the spl-rer-e al the hal;, r.Jå{E, oi
trÐLrrEe, al so ta =peë.1': =r-mbc,I i cal I ;.. Uncl eånnÊss and si n þjer=

an ine.,,i Lable per-t of I=reel's e:ri='tenc= (LÊ,,,. 1å:15-1ól
f'.iurnr" €rL?i. lJou¡e.¡er, thrarlgh il-re vrriours leu"¡= and rites, r*ìr:,J

had provided å meårr= by which pr-trit.;r nriqht b= declared by rhe
priest=, Gc,d'E repre=entetives. Throurgh thiE Ër-iestl.¡ decls-
ra'L,isn the rsrrelite courld be syinbolicarly i-e=tored ta holi-

r, p. -,'7a""1:, çÄÉ Te=teqr_ent, t)cti



ÞJi th regår-d ta the --.,,nrb6l i c þJåy i n u¡hi ci-r F, 
,= 1ar.¡s

'futnction, Hartrnurt Ge=e crffer= å ver\/ satiE.f,r,ir,n int=rpret_:_
ti an " He --Lrgqe=t= that p ví el.,¡= Gsd 'g 1au.¡= ås ,,-the t:-*n=cÊn.-
dentsl b*sing ctl life in sr-mbolic acti.ins."II1J] Furr.Ll-rere l-re

argLrËs, thi = r-rËþJ real r ty whi ch F, envi =i on=, the hol i nÉEs at
Ëad 's peop 1e and Hi s tran=cendence c-tr-¡d åccÊ=sabi 1 i t r- ta tht=rTr ,

trån not be csnfined ta doctrine bur.t trån be symbolrc;l1.r
schisved throutçh the cutit. t"141 Ge=e a{{ers -i çaad ir-rsighr:

here, narnely that the cutlt iurnctioned ta pronounce 
=.ym¡;.¡1 ic-

all'y I=rael holy ieE wås the tas!,: s.f the prie=t=, inent.icned

above ) . Accord i ng' to Ge=e hol i neEs f sr I =r ael L.jå= n¡ade

pos=i bI e h'¡ the re.¡eal ed cr-tlt, and i t en-rbles th= pecpl = t-._¡

1i''¿e å holy life and ts be obedient ts the ,-8..,,Ë1atÍon, ,,.,,rLr

shall therefare be holy, Íar I *m holy,, (LË./" 11:48).t:.-.1r1

Yet 6ese caurti onE, "ELrch å lau cån onl y be llept , i t Ëån nc:t

be f utlf i11ed- "[31ó] Only Gcd alsne, ctf trtrLu-=8, is urltÍrrrately
ho1y, His peopJ.e, hou¡ever , b'/ l ivinç c,bediently åctrtrr-ciinç i:c
Hi = l ar.ls and i ntenti on=, trän sr-rrrboI,.,,i caI 1 ;, l-Etrt-eate lral i nÊsE

and ti-¡Lrs be declared holy"

It þrås ststed ebc,ve that 1" F,= teliinq aÍ hi=te¡-.,, G¡,J

is it= prinrary {ocaI point. It i=, therefore, r-rcl =LrrFi-r.=(=
that tl-re thenre ai hcrl i nes= ,lc,¡rri na.{:e= i -e E 1au.¡s. Ec,J I E

described åE h81.,,, end Etrr åre His people. Br_rt har..l cål-l

holÍnÊe= begt be described? In F's c¡-eatian =.Lor.¡ the
ec'tisns d{ Gad reflect l{is veF:./ essÈncÊ. Thr_ts holin=s= s,nd

i1f,. lJartn¡urt Ge=e, EE=ËT-= gn Ef-Þ_!fcal Theolcgy il,tinne;pcilr=:
Aurqsbr-rrq , 1?81) , F. 7f,.
:14. Ibid., p. 7+.
îi5. Ibid.. p" 7".
"1á" Ibi d.

rit



the creati on of orcer , I i f e, desi gn snd per.Ëecti ar¡ Ã,rE ar l
closely å=sclci*ted to hoiinÊe=. Gsc'E peaple, althourqh ñevër
intrinsical 1y holyr cårr Ii.,,e, hcrr.rÊvÊr,-, in Elrch ã r-Jår/ tl-¡:.t
they =yrnbc,l ize holiness. tre turrn nclr.j to the cl;,urnc1 1*qi=1e-
tion tc' eil*inine hot'i these ler-rs þJerE ta :ts=içt Is¡-ael irr
symbalically beinq å ,'ha1y peop1e,,, Ii].71

---------:-
¿t,¡" rc state tlrst the c]-¡'urncl 1;rr.is furnction in å s.¡niL, olir{ashian is nc,t to =urççe=t th¡t .the,r, {r_rncticned crqly åE Esymbol , detachec frorn realit;-. A synrbol frequrentl-J p-rrt1r1_pate= in eËrrnÊ mÊå,sLrre with ilr.-rt r.lhrch i= real . u.H. þ::ûc./writes: "The religior_rs s;.zrnbo1 paints bel,,ond Ítself tc re*1i_f'y, participates i¡-r its pclwer, and rnaÈ,.eE irrtelliqrble itEnr=åni ng - As Elrch i t çoes beyond å si gn or ;;;- 

- 
ir*g*. ,, Hest¡,tes f urrtl-rer: ,,The ,¡alrte of å s.vmt,c,I is it= ebrli L,¡ tselutcid¡tei tc, trilmp¡-e=s into a simple, nrEånÍnçfutI r.¡l-r c1e. reed-i I'¡ grs=ped and r-etsi ned ¡ ls pro.vi de å centey_ f sr sh.tpi nq c,icondrtct and belÍef,, [,'S.7rnbo1 , S.,;mbcli=nrr,, !g.8,, r;,ol" 4(l"iaehville: Abingdan, 1?ó:), p. +7îr. It i= in Lhr=. s*neÉthat I ur=e the t=rrn E.ynir-al .

t ..r I



CI-{ÊF'TER F]Ì/E

AI=EÊU ÊUA UUçI=EÊU !U EEIES_ILT IdqUAUI

Ïn ch*pter f outr , F'= theoloç'¡ L.rårs e¡:ernined. It L.JåE =hci.rn
that F' =eeks ta portray al 1 of life ås f lar.linq from Gacl ., ,¡rho

i n ån orderl y f eshi on has created the warl d snd hes l-rad ån

åcti.,,e hand in the histc:rical developrnent ctf IErael . It ,,.JÊ.--

=ltqge=ted thatr å.ctrErdinq tci P, order rn it= fr-r11e=t =er-rEË

reFresents God" In F"s creetion accsurnt onÊ finds thet {ram

God's divine wor[::inq a{ thinqs =pr-ing order, Ii{æ, de=iqn,
harrnony , perf ect i an and rneän i ng . chaas , dc=ath , cen.fursi on ,

discord, imperfection snd absurrdity repr-e=ent the uppa=it=.
In thi -- chapter, parti curl arl y the cont¡-e=ti rrg ce.tegari e=

of order,¡di sorder .rnd I i { ez'deeth uri I I be sl-¡t:FJrr ts be pre=ent
in the varioLrs c1,,'urncl 1er.,¡s. It'ura= noted in chapter- ti-¡rËe

thqt Doutgla=, in Eurl-!.y å[E qÊEEËtr ettempted ts re];..1,e i:he

ineat 1au.¡s, i n p*rti curl ar , di rectl y to F 's creatr pn ;cccrltnt "

t¡J- Jsrn:en had f i ve year= eerl i er rnade å si mi l ar poi nt:
The cÉrnrnrn denomi natar f or sr_tcl-: di ver=c- phenc,nrena
of utncl eånnÊs= ås l eprcrsy, ä r-clcl:: b*dger .,r å Fi Ç,and the tourchinç o.f 3, deed body Eeerns to 1re in tl-reidea tha'E ä rrri::ing ai crder= (sçfr_oep+utngEcrrdr_trr.geni
måh: eE lrnclean,, [1]

Ii, i= the i ntent ct{ thi E ch*:pter tc, dernc,nstr;.Le thst the cI.;

urncl requrl ati sn= rel ate di rectl y to God '= di.,,i ¡-¡ Ë orderi nç o.i

thi ng=. Ïhet whi ch mai ntai n= and r-ef l ect= Hi s di vi ne clrcer- ,

design, Life end perfect-icn iE consider-ed c.[e*n. Th,*t t¡hrch

1" "TI-re Thealaqical l'leaningr,' F. 4,

I .i' .L



tr¡"eates Ðr- gymbol i: es chsc=, canf ut=i cn , deat h and

irnperfecticn is utnclÊån. The=e opo=ite =phere= al order *.ncl

dÍ =order , 1i f e end dË.-(th , etc. , års to be f:: eFt =Êpårc-ttÊ. It
hråe Israel's dutty to distingr_rish betu.¡een thern ¡nd thure

csntinute to be rerninded d{ God and lJis intent for- Isreel anC

creati c,n i n gener*1 .

t¡lithin the limits a.f this chapter the five prinrar;r

soLtrtre= cl utncl eanness, tul-r i ch åt.Ê rnost of ten di sct-ts=ed !.:,,

=chalår5' will be ex'enrined first. Other F laws will theri be

drawn into tlre discutssisn end their relationship to c1.¡r-rncl

thinking shown. FinalIy, F'= Lrse o{ .Ehe cl,¡'r_rncl IaÞ,¡-, wrll be

cornpared uli th that of D 's use of these regul ati ans.

Ê. EJyE EURJTY tÊus E¡ÊI]JIIE!

Jnltsdgc!!on
F'e:tp1icit1'¡ rnentic,ns five di{ferent scLrrtreE r.ri-rich gi.",e

r i se ta utnc I Éanness. A1 thor-rçh the ver i ous reglrl st i an s Ërre

=cattered thror-rghoutt F they wi 11 be l i sted here i n the crd=r
ad'¡anced by F' in Le.,,iticurs i 1-13 iu¡here the majcritrr, sFpear.i .

The f i'¡e nra jar strLtrces ctl ltncl eånnes= ar-Ê: ( 1 ) Eati ng cert=.i n

aninrals (Le.¡" 11¡ 1-if,, :?-lÕ, 4t-q7¡ 17r.15-1ai î2:B) , iî)
contact n¡Íth a trsrpse (Le.v. 1l: "4-"9, f,1-4i:)i :1:l-i4i 11:4-
5¡ l.lurrn. 5:"t ó:ó-1"i t9:11-1óì :51:tF-îr_r), if,) chitcibirtí-r
{Le"" 1!:J.-E), i4) '}epr-c:='i" iLer,. 1f,:1-r4zi7l lium. 5¡rr
!?:4) snd, i5) 'di=charqe' (Le'¡. lg:1-f,f,¡ t.lr_trn. 5:i, î?:4).

F r csncer-ned that ån lrnc 1 ean pFr son cr ob j ect be

cleen=ed, åd'rsnces three differen't L-Jå,ys in '¡¡hich purrificstion
trån be *ttsined. Time í-- ån Ínrpc,rtant el Ernent in the cl ==rnE.-



lng prtrce=E- involving certain utncle:tn =tate=, ti-l ûne dey,

=even, fcrt'y or eight'.¡ d;r'¡= år€¡ il-re time lrnit= requrirec ts
deal r'¡ith the i,åriclr-t= utncleen =teteE. þlashing, tcc, r= å

rneåns of cl esnsi nç onesel f " tf,J Frequrentl y both the påEsl rrg c{
time and wa=hinq åre r=qurired {or cleansinç. Bringinç å sin
af{erinç, burnt of{ering, gurilt offering and¡'or å ce¡-e*rI

afferinq is requtir=d for all those r.¡hc¡=e urncleånnEsE e:r'Lends

sEven days trr- mÐre.t4l Fltrther, in'Ehe di+ferent requr.L¡tii:ri.=

clne eccasi onal 1y f i nds u¡hat åFFeår to be =1 i ght .,,ãri ati an= i n
what i= FrEEcribed. t5l

In chapter {ourr it L.iã(c- mentroned that F in ntr vt¿..y pr-E-

sents å cornprehensi',,e, tightly knit theolog,¡ of Lhe.,,år-iclLr5,

såËl-if ice=. This i= trute al=o of F,'= LrEe of the aId cl¡,lrncl
lai.rs. This i s not to say thst there exi steC nc, urnderl_¡ing

principle whicl'r gutided F'. It Þiås Etated alf,c].,,8 tl-rat t-,'= utncJer-

standing of 6od and His cre*ted order is =içni{icänL iri ti-¡e

=haping o4 its writings. F'E vi ew of Eod år-rd Hi = ci-eå.terl

order sel-l'/e5 as the spect*ecles which guride F'i¡-¡ itE =election
and LrEe of the leu¡s.

1" Le.¡. 11:"5, ij, Ig, JI, JI, agr 4(J¡ 1!:I, 4, 5i lf,:ål15:o, 71 Ar lt-¡, 11, lj, 17, lB, !9, ?1, ii, 2T, :4, f5, ?7,iã¡ 17z 13i I'Jurrn" ó:5ì 1?: 11, 14, ló, I?, !1, !ii f,1: 1?.
T:_* t"y. _11:?5, 3ã, ï3r 4r-ri 1i:o, j4, 54, 58l 14:8, 9,, 47il3:3, 6r 7r 8, 1O, 11, 1J, 1ó, î1r Ii, 77:1ó:få, i3l 17:iSlI'Jr-rrn. Bz7, 31; L?:7, ã, 1i-)r 1!, I?r 11, t4¡ T1:i4.4. Le.¡. 5:"-si 1i:å-Bl 14:1ï, Ig-1Úl 15:15, f,i_rì t¡:11_l.otf,lurn. B:8t 7?: t7.
5. Fsr exarnpl e, i n l'lr-rm. 5¡ ? 'tl-re per=en u.¡r th å di =charçe rrrlt=tbe pr-rt outside the trårnp u.¡hile in Le',,. 15 cer-tein ceur.tir:ns:ìre
e:: tended to thsse i n contact u¡r th a p€r =on hai,i nq rr d i =-cherge, and restrictionE reçåFding perticipetion ,.,1, the cr_rlt3rF i mpo=ed sn the urncl san perEcln , i:r-tt ncthi nç i s =e 

j. rJ ulr i:j-rreqard= to purtting the perEon ourtside tl-re *o**L,r,Ít,.;," conrparesl=s the c1e;.n=ing ritural ctt the leper- in Lev. 1f,:1f,rf,4¡ and'l 4z?. Dif+erent requri¡-ernents år-e advanced 1n thess 1,/Er-Ees-

,t .-:,.-,



L. It:tr tlca!. Lau=

Ïn the tl+o most recent cri'tical cornnrentarie= En Le.¡iti-
cLls å"'åi1ab1e to this writer bath Echalar= fr-equrently turrn to
the uJor!;: a{ Dautgl *s. Eoth t¡lenham and F,orter see the ani msl

r¡arId in Leviticut= divided into the tfrree =phere= mentÍoned

i n F '= creati on accolrnt: those thet wal !,: t:n the I a¡rd , n!,r, i r-¡

the air and st'.rirn in the nater=. tól E*ch anin¡*,1 wi.thin its
på.rticutlar sphere i= çiven =pEtrific cirarecterietics år-rd ,,år-,.¡,

creaturre rnrhich seerns ta diverçe frorn i.ts Frûper naturre clr-

Froper sphere i= il-¡ erefsre lac!,: ing in perfectian snd =t:
urnclsan. "[7]

l"li chael Carrol 1 re ject= thi s tl-¡reef o1d cl as=i f i c¡ti sn

scherne ad'¿anced by Dougla= and årgLre= tha'b there ei:Íet in
f act f i ve dí++erent caEegori es of ani nral s r,rhi ch cån be f autnd

in both L='¿iticurs 1l and Genesis r.: 'cattle, .beast=,

'creeping things,' 'f ish' and 'birds. 'tal He rEcEqni:e= th¿.t
it is pa=sible to coI1åFse the fir=t three of his fi,¡e cete-
garie= into å =ing1e 'land categarl-, ,,burt this u¡ourld reflect
the enal yti c pre't€FEncÊE of the rncdern reader , and n.,t th=
l ogi c of Gene=i =, whi ch Í s at pai ns tcr I i st these thres
t I and J ceteqori e=. " [? ]

According to Snaith tr-rE¡-Ê årE foutr different cateqcr-
ies a{ trreaturres rnentioned in Le.¡iticlr= .L1l anirnal= i:_g),

i. hJenharn, Lg-y¡!¿trtrE: p" La?; end F,crter, Lei,iticur=" F. 84.
l" Psrt=r, _L=..,itic!!_s,, p. A4" Cf. t¡tenharn,, tgyiligüE; p" tó?"8. "tne l"lore Time;: Levj.ticur= Frevi=iteol;--ÊEE- 1?(1ç7g),p. 1 13.
9. JÞi d=- He poi nt= tc Gen, 1 : iE r.rhere :r1 1 three I and-be==d*ni rnal E å¡-E rnenti oned I "And God rnade the bea=t= of tl-¡e esrti-råccErCing to th=i¡- [,:índs end th= c¡tt1e 3cccrdinq to their
l'': i nds r and ever'7'hhi ng the.t trreeps Lrp,:n the qrELrnd acci:rdi nçts its l,: ind. "

iî¿



f ish (9-1:) r birde i1f,-19) and sr,.rerrning things i"i:r-":;). t1i:)l

He rns--t clo=e1y follcrr..rs the ¡ctural prcçreE=ion af the text,
¿ar-rd it is hi= categcries r^rhich r+i1l b= lr=ed 8.,, tf-ris =tutd;-.
In thiE =tr-tdy ttn¡a =1iqht che.nq-c= r,ri11 be rnade: i1) Snaith.e
'ani rnal cat=gory r'¡i I I be ref erred tc, aE , 1;trger l end_besecj

ani rnal =' ,' and {") hi s '=i^rarrni nq thÍ nçs , csrtegcry r.li 1l t,e

referred Ea å= 'sina11er land-based ¡tninrels' {r.¡hich i¡-¡cllrde

insect= and insectivc:r=) .

al The Larqer Land-Ba=gd A¡!¡al s

In chapter tulo it trJå,s rnentioned th.rt tr.¡s cherecteri=tice
åFe advanced b'y F whi ch descr i be thsse I srçer I and-b.i.sed

snÍrnel= which eFÊ con=idered edible.

These å.r.e the 1i'ring things which /voLr måy ea+- å,rnpnq
al 1 the beasts that årLã on the earth. þJhåte.yerparts the heof and i s cl oven-f ooted snd che¡¡,: thecutd, arntrnq the eni rnal = yELr måy eat (Le.,," 11 : i_f,) .

ïn thi s påsså,qe both "be*1stE" and "åTri rnål s,' åre better trEn-

sistently tran=leted "trått1e" t11l The charac.teri=tícE Íìen-
tioned here åre foltnd in mã(ny ctf the domesticsl:ed ;.nirrr¡j=
i"cattle") which IEraeI raised and ursed. yet the cetegor.r, a.f

darnesticated anirnal í ,1çlÌ, is nat the on1;, l.re.y,. t1l:l
The l!.eY to utnder=tanding the rneat laws Eeeffi= .t¡ l j.e in

!-e.¡iticur= 1 I : 44-45:

1i:r, Le..,!!!cut= s,nd f.jurgrbgrs, p. 91.
11- The Rsv i= Eornev¡hat mi=leading since ,Jrl-:a 1s firEttrfinsr ated "beåEts" and then "å,ni ¡îår s,,. yet i., ' b,rth Le.,,.11: 1ó and "7 the Fjsv Lt=es the terrn ,'åni rnåL ". lJere, hctnlevÊr,the better tr¡nsl ati on ',^¡cr-r1d be ,'trått1e,, (.r,s. ló) and ,,beåst=,,
I ¡ ITI ur=ed in v=.?7). Althauçh ¡f ¡f iE widely trsnst=-ttsd,
"trã,tt1e" ({or Le.,,. 1L:î-r), *Fpearå-pre+er¡b1e since:it n¡o=.tfreqr-rently refer= to anirnals or.ined and urEed h,,, hurrnanç andonl y "rå,r-eI y a{ r¡i 1d be*,sts, esp. cåFni./Et-,ã,,, iÊ,gE, p. g7i ,1"" In Lev. i.l:"ó ì-?iJ;ll- elsa refer to rrncle:rn åF¡rrrrLi,Ls.ESypt , tc, be ./rLu- GoC I ,lor_i =iret t ther-ef ar e be hal .y , .F cr I amL-1..

r rLJr. ./ "
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For I arn the Lord ycLrr God
theref Et-e, and be ha1;- ,, {ar
the Lard t¡ha brourçht ysLt
Egypt, to be yoLrr Gad¡ ysr-r
{ar I arn haly.

; trûnsecrete. ./oursel.ves
f en¡ hol y For I *n¡

LrF surt a{ the l and a.f
shal I ther ef ore be ho1 ,/ ,

This p€rEEã.çÊ mËi[:: =s it c]eer that the cl,,'rrncl l¡,1.¡s åre i:ased

cln the urndersIsnding that Gad's people are ta be l-rcI;,, åE Ësd

i s hol y" They årÊ tc, I i ve abedi entl y åtrctrrdi ng tc Hi s cJi.vi ne

nill s,nd thur= irnit¿rte Ëod'E I-loliness.

t¡ii th reçard to the p*rti cutl ar charecteri Eti cs mentr oned

concerninq tl-r e clean anirn¡1s ¡¡hich å,Fe acceptable .nar trBn_

=ltrnption, it i= intere=ting that the'¡ repre=ent the chief
chal:acteri sti cE a{ the l arger ani rnal s u¡hi ch ï srEtel Eåcl-r f i ced

to Gad. þJenharn has abserved that ïsrael .= ,,di et ^*= I i mi ted
tc certain rnests in imitatic,n of their Gc,C.n..,,t1f,l ThiE
l''¡ourl d recei ve f r-rrther surpport þJer-e F,'s uiri ti ngs reqarded ås

presenting å pr-iestly paradigm r^ihich the people FJer-e tc
rnodel ' As the pri est= consltnred pri mari 1y that n¡eet u¡hi ci-¡ rr'jc(E

of f ered in sàtrri f icer s[f, also ¡,.Je,.e the peaple ts eet anl..,,

that 'type' af sninral which was set epart {ctr sã.trr-if ice.
Thi s d# troLr,-Ee, does not expl ai n u.ihy the=e parti curl a¡-

anirnals þJer-e chcsen" To gain ä better lrnder=tandinç, it iE
nÊcesssri, to be reminded of God's oriqÍnal intent ¡nd desrgn
f or Hi s i'¡srr d and the chanqes whi ch EcE*r :t.Éter the f r a.=d.

rn F's creaticn accournt ¡1I li.,,ing trr-e;ltLrre= s.re çiven ,rgr,;s¡.;z

qreen plant {ar foc,d" (Gen" 1:Ji_).) Thi= veqetaris,n E.L,at= of
eil i =tence chançe= s'f'Ler the f 1 cod when ', evËry rnÕ.,,i ng thÍ nq

that 1i.,,e=" i s gi r,ren ta hr-rnrani ty ial one) f ar f cod (Gen. g: f,) ,

The cDntres=ic¡-r åpFeårs here ta be eiltended tCI hurm*nitv
1f," leititicqrE, p

1f,ó



arEne. t141 AIonq r.rith this r-rEhJ pcssibility, hop.¡ever, corn==

the injutnction against the consltnrption of blaad in Gene=is
?: 4' 5i nce the concessi an i s EB cl oser;, rel atr=c to the
que=tion of blccd consutnrptian perhaps cnly hLrrn.-tn bernqs ntay

eat si nce they el one trãn pr-oper-I y drai n tr-¡e bl aad f rorn the
bod'¡. Accordi ng to p åny 1 i vi nq creatutre r.rhi ch f ai r ed to obey
thi = comrnand wour d =lrrel y be se'.zere1r- jurdged hy E.,d: ,,F{:r

iitrur lifebload I u¡i11 sr-trely require å rec[:: c]ninçl of every
beast r v¡i r L require it and of ff¡å¡-¡', (Ëen. ?r E) . Levi ti cur=

1 7: 15 åpFears ts surpport thi E posi ti on si nce here, ar 1 that
has "died of itserf ar is torn by beast,, (i.8., the brr:ad hs=

not been praperly dr;rined Írctm the boci.¡,) nrål:: es clne trncleen
ulhen eaten.

Of those ani n¡als r.rhi ch best 
=.¡mbc, l i rr=d the veqc-t;rri ån

life-st;'1e tlre tt'¡o chs,recteristics ft€r-¡tioned fr-rnction i:sst +-¡

repre=ent that çrst.rp syrnbol i car r y . At nÕ poi n.L does F, =Eel: ta
ourtline å cornprehensive list cc,ncerninç which anirnel= åf-Ê

considered c1e*n c]r unclean. Tl-r e characteri='ticl= l-¡rentltrrrEd
rrrerel'¡ rÊFre=ent the dominant fes{tLrres o{ thosc= ¡ni¡r¡rls r.¡hi=h
F l:rFrEþJ nc,t to be trå,rnivorolrs ancl r.¡hich þJer-e al=c, r_r=ed in il-¡=
satrrificai =ystern.

Ti-re canrel r r(fctl badqer, l-råFE a¡rd spli ne åre *,cjvenced b.r,

F ås utnclestn bec:turse they da nct ptrEsess the reqr_rired ci-rår-_

acteristic=- Technical1y, of cELrrse, F is incsrrect in it=
as=utrnption that the ca¡ne1, r-otrtr badqer and h*.re ,,chEr.J the
trLtd". t15l Ecth the rc,trr;: badqer and hare å,re not trr.Ðr,,en-.f aated

1 +. Earral 1

15. [.jenharrr ,

, "tne l'lare Ti rne., " Fp. f,4f,-f,44.
l=gy.t!.i ç.9=, p . LT" .
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brrt mclve cln "pënJs,, ( l'? 2 )r and åre thus consLdered r.{nclean

i Lev " 71 : 
"7 

) . Futrther , aI 'hhourgh the c;,rnel and hsre må./, nc,t

be consi dered trðrni \,trres the =wi ne end roc[;: badger trårj bath
be con=idered omnil'/ortrrLts. o+ the ltnaccepteble *nirnal= ffien-

tianed b'/ F'the =wine c'mes closest to furlfilling aI-l the
reqnÍ renrents" one rnåy åEi,j r i f the hare sl. Fútrr;: bacger åre
consÍ dered ãs ani rnal s whi ch "chËw il-re cLrd,, , r.rhy nst .the

=urine? F'erhap= ti-¡e characteristics å,d.,,¡.ncÊd b.¡ F,år-e to ser\,,=

largely Ín å =ymbolic fashian to describe *.1.I typical anin¡e1s

i'rhi ch re=tri ct thei r di et tr: vegeÈati on. The Ei.¡i ne, bei ng

ornni \"or-oLrs, i s thr-rs perceived a= n(]t "cher,.li ng the cLrd,, antl

thur= ctrrn\,/eFr i ent 1 y re j ected .

Þl fhe Creatures Living -ln lhe t¡talgr=

Litti.e is gaid regarding this category. Açain,
l'Jenhan¡ end Forter f ol I ou-¡ Dourgl as and suggest th¡t the dernend

{ctr "f i ns and scå1es " represent= F, 's lrnder=trndi ng s{ ,,thÊ

prEper characteristics for 1i'ring and rnc.,,inq in aqlratic c{fn-
dÍ ti rns. " [ 1¿r] cerrol I sutgge=ts that the åFrci ent Isr;.el i te
t¡J*ig familier u¡ith cårni.¿crl-oLt= sharl,: sr r,..¡hich hed fin= br-tt

l¡cI:ed scales, end therefore r-egarded;, 11 eninral life in the
water= ås Lu-rtr1ea,n i t i't cid not h-l.¿e f ins Etnd scEtles. t17l
Theee interpretatian= åt-e sr-rgqeEti.,,e, burt l-ro stronq te::t,-ral
surpport cån be advanced in direct =ur¡:part far .then¡. .r.et

tl-reFe ;,ppeå,re to br- 1 i ttl e r.¡hi ch the bi b1 i cetl te:,.:t u^ii 1l
suppart ¡ r1r-rd thuts Strrne conrrnentstcrr= merel.¡ ¡nenti r:n .Lhu= på=.-

5åge snd Eåy nothi nq about the nreanl ng at the ch;,ract=ri =ti cg

L-!t-IJIJ LI I

1ó.
1-7

l:'crt er , Levi t i cir= ,,

" Orre Þlgr e Ti rtre , " ltr .
p. 8ói Cf

11î

if,ã

l,,jenhanr, L*oviticLrs, p- lf4"



tics sdv¡nced here" tigl

ê=- Etated ;bc,ve, on1 ;r c=rtai n doniesti cated sni rnsl s

f emi 1i *rr to Israel åre consi dered cl ea,n and å¡-e accept;rbI e,

for con=urnrption" F'erhsps thi= is ër çood =tarting point al=c
f or ttnderstsndi ng F" s .yi er,.l of edi bl E sÊå f crcrd. IsFå.=l r,^jã,=

farniliar with fish and hsd eeten it in Eg,¡pt il.lurm, l1r5i"
There EvEn ãppeårs tc, have been the practice å(monq =crfl-re 

.l_c,

r¡'ise f ish in pool="ti9l Althor-rgh it i= LrnËertsin La rn¡hst

e:*tent f i sh þJerÊ rai sed b'r' the Israel i tes clne cån åsgLtn¡e that
"commerc:. el " f i shi ng wås practi ced. In f act å gate at JerurEe.-

_1ern 
tJås caI l ed the "f i Eh gåtE" , 1 i l:el1,, becalr=e c,f i ts rsnnec_

tion to the sale of f ish. [?(:]l rhe i'lediterrån=ã,n, the sea of
Galilee and the Jardan h,ere prabablr- the prirnary soLrrtreE.

Althor-tgh Israel þië(s undsutbtedl.¡ år,råre aÍ the fact th¡t
there exist=d å variety of r¡iater animalE thc- f isl-rinq inclurstr.¡
åppearg nev=r- to have been a primar'¡ Ene tar Israel . l¡-te

Fhoeniciens in the earlier days and the Tyri*ns in the let=r
days o{ IErael nranopoli=ed hhe fiehing indlrstry.[11] F,, in
rtsing the clrar¡cter-istic "fins end =r:åIes,'inå:/ hå,.¡Ê ursed thenr

becaut=e they uJeI-Ê the rncet f anri 1i ar and represented th.ee
enimal= camrnonl.¡ eaten in p'= past. l,:.nc,r.rledge ai ,,niår-r-Èatinq,,

"f'Jhå.1Ê8" (Janal-r) ot- cårni'¡c,rcLrE Eharks ffiå.,,, glsa lre behinci
'[he prohibitisn riçainst e*tinq'Êish u-¡ithor-rt fins c)r scc-t1EE.

LB. See Sneith, Leviticurg, p" Éi¡ and l.joth, _LE..,it!c!J=r p.r?" cant- 7:f, "fisl-rpool= a{ Heshbcn.,' se=Ê eI=o i'rerrillUlqer ' Utg.gt-=. El-ELc qiç.!.l-engrÉ (cl-ri c;qo: Þtccd.;,, t?77 j ,+79.
:ü. Fì" Eutrrc,wg,, ,,Jer-Lr=a'l.c-rn;,, 

JDÊ, r,/ol . ? il.Jaghi,i lAbinçcicrn, it?óî,\, p. AEå.
:1" C.U" þlo1.f , ',Fi=hing,,, j'DE, Vol . ? f,laEh,¿rIAÞingdon" 1çó:), F. 17f,-:74.
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one crtl-¡er pas=i b1e e::pl aneti an cc,ncerns F, 
,= cornn¡ent

that "anythinç in bhe seås tr¡- the r-i..,Ér-= .L,hat hes nc:t {ins
*nd scale=, o4 the sr¡arrning creatureg in the wa..terE iE ãn

abonrination ts yELr" (11: Lrl), That u¡hich has f in= =nd scals=
i= never here described aE "=u.Jå,r-rning creaturrFs.,, I= rt pc,=si-
ble that dute ts the linrited ei{pcsLrrÊ Ï=rael had to the fi=h-
lnq industry it åssotriated aIl fish r.rith finE and EcaleE urith
rnavi ng ¡boutt i n ån orderl y, f sshi on (we speal: a.F å Echsal ctl

f i sh ) , and that u¡lri ch di d nc,t pos=ess f i ns oF scel e= sE

sornehour dsrting abor-rt in serre utnrurj.y fashicrn? This po=1ti.c,n

is sornet'¡h*t different Ërorn that of Delrgla= and oL,her= r.¡l-ro

fscurs ûn the meåns øt prop*lsion (i.e., fins). The ¡ccent
here i s pl aced Ðn the =ymbal i =m behi nd the rrrcvernent r tsel {.
Re4lecting å Eense ø4 diEorder (violence?) rather .than ordei-,
it is considered utnclean. This qr-resticn af {:he rneånLng ct.i

" EWarmi nq " wi I I be f r-rrther ex arni ned bel or.r "

E L Lh.e El_rÊ.s. et !.b.c Êrr
Scholars general 1y ;,qrÊe that the birds n¡entisned here

h,ere liilely all ccrnsidered bir-ds of prei,. Eecaui=e many ai the
birds in thi= på,sg*çe ãr-e .Fsurnd rnly here in the biblical
text they a'e di f+i curt t to i dent itv. Furrther, i t ghaul a, be
rroted l:h-et the bat, althourgh nat techrrrc*j. Ir- ccjtìerderr=d a

bi rd today e r¡Jås =o {or the I sraer i te= ås r.rel r åE f or thu=

êr*rbs. t":l

lJo po=i ti.¿e Etaternent

con=idered cleen" 0nIy ä

--JJ. f- . F, þ::ei 1

Elarlt, lABã),

1s edvanced ås to r,¡hi ch Li rds s,re

list a.Ç ur¡rcleen birds is qi.,,en.

l'l=t¡gal a{ B¿El:caI ArchÈreo_Lo.gy JJ (Edirrbr_trgh:
f,ê5.

t
p"

14il



Al thoutçh 'there renrsi nE urncertai nty reqå,rdi nq sErrre cti the
þirds rnentisned b'y F,, it iE generally belÍeved that the
greater ma jari ty aI.e c-irni'¡clrtrrrs bi rds. Thur= b'/ cansurirri nç

prohibi ted rnes,t, uihi ch FJås å concessi sn *r, t=n¿=¡ onl y to
hltrnenity, it cc]nres åE no surprise that the=e birds åFe ctrn-

=i dered nncl eã{n.

d¿ Jhe $r'a_L_ler Land-Baeed A¡!maI5

hjinged insects that qtr' LrFon all ioLrrs å.re 'Éir=t ¡rr5in-

tioned and reçarde'J å.s urncleån. Lc,cr-tsts,, hEL.Jer,,Êr, r^¡hich *.re
*r1=o de=cribed ås rnovinq LtFc,n all fcurrg are con=icjered cleen.
lrlenharn, agai n f oI I owi ng Doutgl as i.lhs f ocrrseç t:n the l eg= ri,r-rd

the way i n whi ch the ani rnal mc,Ve=,, sutqçests that the r.:i nçed

i n=ects .,¡- "=r.rårrni ng thi ngs,' i V I l4 ) are c.,n=i dered cleteçt-\ '.'

able becautse "they have no clear-curt rnotian pecrrliar .i:a tireir

=phere o{ 1i f e" - , çc,i ng on *rr I {cLrrs i = the appa=i.L.e dí
t+a1ki nç urpri qhtt y, ,'Ii3J Locr_rst=, htrrhJe,,,er ,

hå'¿E i distincti'¡e hoppinq rnatian åE oppo=eci ta
sr'rarrni ng. It irrå,}:: EE them nrEr-e I i l.re a bi rcl r.¡r th r t=
wi ngs and tr+c' f eet. Eecaurse the.7 heve a nrc,.t l orråpprapri ate to thei r sphere, they åre cl e*n. t 

"41
Fcrter , whcr wÉl-t:: E wi th the ccncept a4 åFFr-opr i ate I ocon¡etr sn

in =acl-¡ spherer ãrriveE et å sirnila¡- ctrntr1utsicrn.[?F] Thi=
posi.tior¡ apperlr= we*l: , htrwever, =ince it does n.=t åccr-JLu-r t fcrr
the {act that the locrtst=, Ir.r:: L5 sther in=ect=, i-råvE Er;.{ Leç=

end dc not es,sily +it toqether with eil:her- I;nd-ba=ecl anl¡rral=
Ðr the bird "spl]eFe. " In=ect= do nat ffitrvÉ crbcrlrt trn al I f sur-=

å= I e.nd-based årr i n¡,i1= ' ncr do they rrro1,/e ebourt cn tu+c 1eq= and

:f,. Lsg!.i Eu= ,
r+. lÞ1d.
:3. [ãy.i[r'-q=,

H. L,"J"

H" Õ/.
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winqs aE bÍr'ds do. ÞJenharn, rnavinq åwå.,/ sligf-r t.ly fron¡ Do.rqlaE.

errrphasi s -'n the "mode oi I acanrati on,, i n å{ par-ti cl ar =phere
tr¡rrte=:

The=e cre¡turre= ãre urncl ean bec;.urse the;, sr.Jãr-r¡,that i =, they dart hi ther and il-ii ther i nutnpredi ctabl e {a=hi cn. . , . Order nat chaos i= the
çaal cf cre*rtion, and thi= principle .=rpplies ã.srnuch to ri¡ati on ås to speci es. " . . On1.r- ani ¡nal E thatare trure exarnpl es of e.*,ch type å,re .i **r, . othe¡-çwhich transg¡.e=s the nol.rrrs ctt lacar¡ratic,n s-tt-Eutnclean in themselves. tIÉl

Here the enrphasi s i s nst crn the nreån= ctf l ocon¡o.ti on,
the syffrbcll i sm i nherent i n the rnoti on.

br-rt trn

carrol 1 surggests that u.¡ith the e::cepticn a{ tr-re lscurst
snd grass-hoFper, most insects mentioned iñ the biblic:ir te¡:t
åFe cc,nsi dered ås " 'nreåt eater= ' i n srme sensÊ at the ,¿rcrd:

gn-ets i:Íte, bees end hornets sting, and rnsst *urtharitj.ee
sutggest that the 01d Te=tanrent 'f I i es ' FJer-E rrrai n1,¡ i 1 i ke

gn*ts) biting insects."E?71 þli.th Ihis interpr-et;tti¡n thie
sectic,n åpprrpriatel;, forlaurs the trår-rrivc,rsurs bird E=ctron.
Ëresshc,pFers and l ccursts, whi ch år-Ê rnsst f requrentl ,- reçarcec
ås p1-:rnt eater=, altfror-tgh ver-y destrurcti.ve at tiir¡es, dc,nat
f i t u'ri th the otf-rer i nsects bec¡urse tl-rey ;,Fe nct conEi rJered

"meåt egttÊr8".

c*rral 1 dc'es not , hú'.Je.,,Ër , detl adeqlt:ttel y r..¡r th the
"sù'Jårming thing=" ¡nentianed in vÊr=es l?-f,i). FaIi.c,r.lrng LÊ.,,i_
Stl-eur=s he åssLrj'rres thst "pecpl e ever yuihere fi¡á1,: e å di EtÍ ncti sn

beti'leu=n natutre ål-rd curJ.tutre, *nd that the l.,rorltl o{ q-rniinalg i=
e=socia'ted i.rith natlrre end the r.Jcrld ct* rren ¡¡rth clrr_

"ó. Le.,,i t j. curs ,,

?7. "OFrÊ l'1gre
l-: . 178.

Ti rne, " p. .1 """
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ture" " t:81 The ani rnsl s nrenti oned i n 1,i ersËE î?-f,r:) åFe cÕn_

nected ta tho=e i n the sutcceedi ng veFse= il_ev. 1 I : f,"-f,5) .

3i ncg the "=u.Jår'n¡Er-s" fterrti oned there cEff¡e i n cont*ct ¡ií th
fclod and l': itchen lttensils and åre 1Ít': el/ cl-patlrr-es r.rhich t=ne

miqht find ûn the t+a1 1s and floor= sf the Israelite honre,

Earrc'I 1 arçutes that they -5.r'E con=i clered utncl e*.n becaurse they
hsve blutrred the distinctian betu-¡een naturre and cutlturre h.y

not rernaininç in the aninrstl sphere. The prc,bienr prrth thj.=
natutr=¡'cr-rltlrre distinction, hcrrnrever, i= in its ver\, a=ELrffrF-

ti on that "pecpr e c-veryL-Jhere" ffis,r:: e thi = dr sti ncti r:n. i t r-rs,s

nc,ted in chapter fourr that accordinq to F,t hurnranr,: ind ÞraE

considered ån earthling, "å brother ta the s.tsneE, plants and

anirnal=. "[!g]

Had EarrolI rernained consistent t¡ith his earlier ccn.tpn_
'bitr'n å mtrtre persuta=ive strgurrnent coutld hår¿e been n¡Ede. These
anirnals iLer,, 11::g-f,i)), too, cån be con=ider_ed åE ,,r¡Êåt

eðtt=FE" snd theref ore regarded åE urncr eån. The u.¡eeEer , ior
exarnple, is å, cå,Fnivorclurs ani¡naI . The rÍrc,Lrse, af ten ã,9=trr_

ciated u'¡itl-r plagltes and deail-r (see 1 5arn. É:J.-E), cor_rld;isg
easr 1y have been consi dered å ,'n¡eåt-EatEr,, (ag es=i 1y c-rs the
rclch: b*dger a "trLrd trhL=r-Jer-"I). A1 thor-rçh there is Etrrïre LrncEr_

tainty ¡bor-tt the "'ãriüLrs reptiles rnentisned in the=.e V€r-EL=Er

the charneleon far Ene, åE urell ås Iil-,: e1y the o.ther=, ccr_rlC

;t1 I be ccn=i dered as i nsecti vcrour= r i:erds. consurnii nq c,ther
1i.,,inE creatutres wor-r1 d a1=o rnå.l.:: e tl-r ern urnclÊs,n.

The final part af the chepter =rçain pr-ohibrt= the trEn-

"8. Ibid", p. J.?1
î?" See p" li:¡f,.
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=Lrff¡pticn a+ åny "er,-Js.r-rninç thinç=. " It is intere=tinç that it
is l'¡ith this theine tl-¡at F'troncllrde= its di.scr-tE'=ion ctt the
rneat 1au''rs- The çreat irnpcrtence ta which F lif[= thi= them=

t,ecorne= parti cutl erl'7 cl eer r,rhen thi e FåsEåqe i s ctr,rnp*.L¡ tc:

it= Deurteronsmic ccurnter-prrt. t¡lherea= the ternr for ,,sL.Jãtrminç

thinq=" iE t-tsed anly crnce in D, it ie r-rsed ti.relve tinres in F,,

Srnce thi= is å dc,minent therne ;,nd i= aften repeatec" rne
might =utqge=t thst the order,,disorder tireme irrår- be ån errrph_r_

si s urnl que 'to P'= cl z'nncI theol tg'/.

gL Di.¡ine Or_del end !h_e t"lga! Lar..¡E

It ig interesting that clz'urncr thinr.rinq in F, is
å,sFoci ated anl y u¡i th nre¡t and not r..ti th ather f aod=. Al thourgh

other foc¡ds å,rF prohibited for å time being (f ir=t hãr..,egtE.r:

or l"eEel-"'Êd {or Ëod , tiill they are never pronournced "L¡-¡81Ê:in. ,'

ÞJhy i= this so? Is it possible that 'tl-re rneat l*r..r= have to Cr:

l'¡ith c1¡'utncl thinllinç becsutse åmciFrg tl-r e food groLrps they år=
t'e=t =r-ri ted r ås 1 i vi ng bei ng=, to syrnbol i: e tl-¡e ¡-esl n¡ si
order and disorder, life and deeth? Ti-rose rjorne=tice.tetj ani-
rnal= u¡hich årE n¡o=t directly urnder hurrnanitr-.= ,,dsn¡inion,, a¡-e

reg-erded å(= cIean. "C*ittle" plhich have Ër clovt=n has.t end cher..¡

the curd, rnsEt ctrrnFl etel y ref I ect Gc,d 's i ntendc-d order. Here.

mð'n end anirnal live together in harrnony. uert¡in f i=h .ind

birds, too, cån be considered es "dcrnÊstÍceted,, snrnrar= tc
the degree +-hst they alsa å,,.e å "1i',,estock indurstr-r-",, The

fautr different locltst=, *lthourqh sin'ilar to rnany otl-rer Lln-

cr ean sni rrraJ. s, ãr-F perhsps con= j. dered cl ean becaur=e they -irL¡

f,t), See Lev. 1?: "f,-"El lrf,: 171 l.Jurm. .tF: ir_rl iE: "ó.
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not regårc'ed åE "st^Jå,rmers, " tf,1 I sr trünEi dered ,,meät-ÊåtÊrE',,"

AI 1 anirnal=, hot'lever, the'E åre tri,t.ni./t:rclut= {fr a==oci-
ated r.¡ith death (or burizing abar_rt dead bodie=), the plegure,

ltninh*rbited clr de=er-ted burildings, rlrinE or the r.Jrld=r-
nessrtSil and which ãr-E not dornestica'ted c'r controllable br-tt

su.¡armed s.bout, è1 I of their ,,kind,' stand in con.L,ra=t ta Gsd

and å¡-e considered utnclÊån. Tha=e under rsrael ,s ,,csnriniEn,,,

EE to speå!,: (Ëen" 1r!B), snd r+hich do not eat 1i.,,inç trr- dc=:.d

crestur== (Gen " ?: I-4) , å,re consi dered c1ean.

Ety wãy af sLtrnrn-l,ry trne trän ad.;-lnce tr^Js main pcin.L= ctl r-å-
tionale fcrr the crlrrncl animal designation: First, all thc,Ee

ani msl s t'rhi ch ref l ect order i n thei r rnovernen't åre tron=r cered
cl ean " Second , onl y those ani nral E u.rhi ch ð,.¡-E nct cansi dered

"¡neat-Eäters" åre cIean. Both pcints relate directl,¡ [c the
contrasting categories of order idí=arder. Tha=e :înirne.l= whiclr
reflect disorderly mavernent end slso those u.¡hich consLrnre n¡eet

ithut= acting contrary to God's intended crder

='i dered urncl eån. Farti cr-tl arr y i n the second poi

death cl osel y å=EEci sted rrri th the chao=-=phere.

),

nt

åf-e trtrn-

one { i nd=

AL I tl-¡ose anirn-rl= utsed in the sacrif i ci al =ystem rneet

the requrÍrernent= of these tws points. That r.¡hich í= sn

;1trtreptabIe of f eri nq f cr sac¡-i f i ce to Gc,d cån el sa i:e e--tterr b,/

the Israelit=, Thr-t= in arl esting ar creen rne;.t, orcJer ;nd
I i f e åFE bei ng sf f i ¡-rned end ån Lqi laLi r-r É.gr_ prac.[i cu=d. þJhat

f,1. F'roverbs f,r_r¡ i7 =tate=,al 1 of them rnarch i n ranl,: ,' .
" the l oclrst= hå.v,e no l.li nç, ygt

Ï"" i':'ornf el d i n "Fiei ne und unrei ne Ti ere i m Al te= Tes Låm€nt,,tE¡fig= I,lA(1?ó5) , l jrÈ-1471r rñål;.8= i similer årqLvnen.t butcannects the wi l derneEs ani mal s wi th the a¡rci ents ' ctrncern=ebcr-rt dernons - I =eÊ the wi r derness .rni maI = JrF s.ymbol r c ofdi =order snd death
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is ecceptsble to Gcd, that r+hi.ch syrnbolicall,¡ re.tl=ct= arder
snd l i f e, cån be eaten b,/ l-li = peopl e"

I- Ðce!.h.

In Le'¡iticr-t= 11¡"4-"8, J1-41, F'=et= o,-,i 'L.ha=e r-eglt1;.-
tions concerned r',¡ith ltncleånne=s u¡hich trorne= thraurçh contact

'¡¡i th de;td an i mal s " A1 thot-rçh rnnch al the chapter- deal s r,ri th
those ani rnal s ulhi ch å,r-e utncl ean to eat , i n the ã.bcr,,,E Få==*ig=g
F categori csl1y =tates that c.c,ntact u.¡i th åny dead an j. mal , be

it clean teui.utel trlr rtnclean (non-edibl.e), brings abolrt Lrn-

cleanneg=" It is important ts no.be here the rjr=tinctisn
betu.reen uncl eånness rel at-ed to that whi ch shsurl d nst be

eaten, and ltnclEenness related tc' contact u¡iil-r å desd cÐrpsÉ.

Thus r atrcordi ng to F', ar l I i.¡i ng ani rnel s å.rF trclnsl dered

"cleån" to toutch br-tt not all å,re considered,,trlÉån,,.to =at.
Houlever, è1 I Ë.gad. anirnals åre csn=idered ã= ÉtrLr¡-trE= c,f

utncleanness when touched. Tl-re utnclEå,nne5's i.,¡hich trtrffrES fr,Jff
'Eot-rching å desd anirnar, hE*ever, is not å.s çr-eet ås ccntsct
tri th ä hurnan corFsE.

Ê mor-e Eever-e utncleånnEss trclrnes f rorn cantact r.¡rth the
dead hurrnsn body. rc person r.¡ho might talrch the cread br:dv o{ å

pE¡-son waurld be urncl.ean for eevÊn day= ilrlurnr" 1g:11-1j,)r c,\,rer

*qaj.n=t the trne day ( "ti 11 evenir-r g" ) f sr crrrtåtrt r.¡ith ä ce=;tJ

ani rnal " Even bei ng i n the sårne tent r,¡i th å dead person r.,rcurl d

rnalle Ðne utncr ean f or seven day= il'juirn" 1g: 14) . To urnderst¡nd
thí E i des oÍ the' unclL5ånnes= of the de"-td , scrrnË bri ef sb=erv¡-
tion= absutt I=rae1 's ',,ieþJ cf de"rth ¡rÍ I I f irsb need to be

rn-rd e .

ha= been noted i n the psr=t that Bne f i rrdsIt

1 ¿+¿l
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oi d regtarnent '/å,ri rrr= per=pecti r,Ê= on death. E. Jac.ab u.rri tes
thst , " i r, certai n teilts whi ch åppãrentl ,- re{ l ect t-hc- c,l deEt
cc'ncept= o{ desth, i=iri.=tence in the du¡ellinq place cf thE
deed i s repl-esented ås enti rel y i ndependent of y;thl.reh. ,,IJf;]

Yet in other passages (cf . F,s. 1f,?: 7++... Arnos ?:?) Gsd.s

Fol'Jer is clearly shouln to extend Êven into sl-resI . f,lltestions
troncerni ng the di fferent per=pecti ve= ct{ vari ours bi bi i cel
urriters ún de¡th need nst be addressed here. Rather, qLr=s-

tion= concerned with ilre rneanÍng of death, crvÊr- eqain=t life
and God , u.¡i 1 1 be e:r arni ned bel or.l

Two generar i ¡ati ong can be. made .=g*i-di ng the Í dea ctt

death snd 'bhe I srael i te. Death wã,= ccn=i dered the ncrn¡al end

c'f life and, in fact, the cpposite ta iife.tf,4r Los-- ai tife
not onl y rnes,nt the I oss af t/') i tirat u.rhi ch gi ves personal
i'r talÍ ty burt al so 1os= af rel atitrrsf-,i p p¡i th the conrrnutni ty
end God (snd the responsi bi I i. ti es and pri ';i l eqee whi ch .these

entailed). tf,5l

åccording to IEree1ite viewE, the 1j.{e force ctf hr-rrnan

being= t,elongs intrinsic-rl1y to God. This life .force Í=
of ten ref erred tE ås resi di ng i n the bl00d and,,'or i n th=
breath-tf,ól Br=athinç is urni.¡ers=-rrly r-egarded å= å vrtsl sign
affirming life while the loss of broed cån read to the even-
.tu-rl l.:ss af Iife. In the past "breãtth,,, ir*s been r-egsrded å=

corning f rsm 6ad, and srrne p*Esages sutqçest trrat st death i t

f,f,' "Deåth, " IDE, 'rdr - 1 ff'rashvi r 1e: Abi nçdcn ï 1gá:) , F. g*f,.34. IEid., p. 8i-r:"
f,5' f^l . Brr-teggernåFrn, "Death , Thecr ogy E{ r,, lDËg: $..lash.,,i 1 r e:Abingdan, l?7ó), F" ?I4?,
f,é. LI ar-d R. Far 1ey, lr¿ÞL¿Ca_I_ Fgrspec.t-].ve= gn !ge!h(Phi l adel pl-,i s: For.trÊss,, t,SZ4l ,-jl-4:.
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¡-e'tl.rrns to Gad" tf,7l rhis h¡= led =Elne tc, distingr-rish between
the saurl and the body. De vs,ut::, hor.iever, a¡.-gLres eçain=t this
pasi ti sn end i nsi sts that thi s ..,i ew i = f orei gn ta r=ree1i te
thintring" tf,8J According to the IsraelÍte i-he hqnren beinq i= å

t'¡hole entity, not or-¡E n¡sde Lrp d{ se.¿er€t1 pert=, and tl-re life
force i= directly dependent Lrpon Eod.

Deathu f or the Is¡-aerite, r{ss å çi'ren (Jcr=h. rf,: r.4i r

l-iinq= it?)" vet it ÞJå,8 the u¡i=h {ar al 1 tc, die ,,{urlI ctt

ye*r=" (6en" 15:151 f,Sllgl Jr_rdge= B:f,"i Jsb 4î:17). Ti_¡ere

t{eFe f requrentl y death= u'Jhi ch wer-e cc,nsi dered ,,båd. ,, l_. F;ti 1e..,r

points to three di++erent conditions which heiçi-rtened ¡-re
ïEraelite's fear of death. Frernaturre and viatent deathr åS

u¡eI1 ås deeth wlren there i s no srtr.¿i'ri nq l-r ei r hei çhtened
rErael 's f ear o{ death. tf,gl Li f e üqråE me*nt to be 1 i,.,ed
f r-rl1y, harrnoni or-rs1y ¡nd i n an orderl y rnånner. Death brouqht
ån end tc: life and utndourbtedly bror_rght ps;,cho1ogj.caI and

=eci*r1 di=order to bath the family *nd the larger trúnrmLrniti,"

It eI Eo created cuI ti c di ssrder =i nce er r thase i n
close ct]l-¡ t;.ct r'rith the dead bece¡ne urncle*n and caurld thrrs na.,l,

participete in the currtic acti'¿itÍeE d{ the crrrrrnlrnitr-. þio1f.r

nate= thst the "f åct th*rt the dead åre ,urncr *ån , and rrrår:: e

c'ther things 'utncleån' disqur.rli.fiee tl-r ern cr-rltically to tj-re

:,7. See I F.:ing= 19:4i F,s. 1t-r4¡39, Eccl. 1ir7.f,B" ånc.¡_cn!. I=rgclr F " 3,6, De Vs,rr:< nate= that i¡r scriptlrretrne find= rnentisn of both 3 ,, living sor-rl ,,ånd a ,,dÊad soLrL,,icf . LÊ'¿' "1:11 and r,Jr-rrn. 626 with Nurrn. 1?:lf,), ri{ter ã.per-=c,n has di ed the " =ot-rr. eil i s'ts, 1j. ke å Ehå.de, ,, ¡nd thi sutnderstandinç explains why å body left urnburri.c-rJ, ù,trce=srbleto preyi ng bi rds and uii 1,J bea=ts, bJås con=i dered the wc,r=t ,=ncLrrges 1ll.¿¡ç= l4l 1.1 , Jer" 1ó:41 ?I:1gl Erei;. l?:E)"f,9. EfÞ_l_fç=rÅ Fgrggec!Åve-=, FF . +A_4?.
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=tranqest pa=si b1e degree" ', [4r:r] yet eccordi ng ta F, the dead

did ncrt posgegs ptrHersr ås åppeårs to heve been a==utmed b,/

Isi-EteI 's nei çbor=. F, demythol oqi re= death L,:., f c;rbi dCi nç the
I=raeli-uÊg frcrrn pr-acticing the molrrning rite= ctt their neigh-
bors (urhich t'Jere alEo Iil.': eIy tl-r e standsrd earlÍer practtcÊ-c

a{ rnåny ãn Israelite). l'lsurrnerE åre not to ;-=spect de:rth by

c1 i ppi ng thei r hai r er beard r cf r- i nf l- i cti ng then¡Eel veE u.,¡i th
curt= (Lev" 19t"7{.í:1.5). Nalff notes that ,,sLrtrl-¡ re=pect far
death is impossible in yahr,¡eh's pr-esentre.,'[41] Is¡-eel iç .¡-o

t,e å, hol y n-:ti c,n e.nd i =, theref ore, to i denti f y r.ri th Gcd and

not reflect tr¡- symbalire deahh by practicing the rntr,Lrrr-rlng

ri tes of i ts nei gt,crrs.

contrary to the dying and ri sing godhead= of the o.ther
nqtiÉns, þlolff u¡rites:

Yehu¡eh i s i n csntra=t testi f i ed to excl r-rsi ve1.,¡ åE'the living Ëcdr' especially in palenric= aç*inst
'f oreign çods: Josh" f,: ltJr I I l.ling= Lgz4i lJoE. l, t.l'lore f requtently sti1l, he i= the one u.¡ho gives andp¡.Êserves l if e¡ Deurt, f,il: 15r 19¡ F,==. â4zl; 1(:)f,:4ålEi: i¡ and f requrentl y el ses.rher-8. i4?l

He continlte=: "The zeal with which the Dld Testern=rr.t 1:r,¡¡s

terrn everything that has åni, connectisn et el l wi bl-¡ de.ath å=

'urncleån' (t-egre) in yahl-¡eh's Êyes trEr-responds to il-ri=.,,[-1.J]

Ïn F life i= clo=ely identi{ied r.¡ith God. That r..rhrch r.=

de-rd, Ésl--rêtriall'¡ the hurnan cErFse, =tends i.n sharp i:sntr-=,=i_

tci tl-¡e 1 i f e-gi i,i ng God. Furrther, the corpEe inay u¡eI I h€r.,,e

been considered utncle:,n becaurse it E.,,nrbr.li¡e= the rrverlepping
ú4 the =phere= of I i f e snd death. A cclrFs= rrrcrt g' ve the
4il. hjal f f , Ê¡th¡c,pc,I agy af lhe g]_d fçstgrnent, p. ti_r5.a 1 rr- i J-f¿r tLJl_u-41. iELa;4f,. lÞ.i_d 
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åppeärance o't life and yEt i= dead" Here, tor, tl-re il-¡ Erne at
"di=cfrder-" trr- the mixing e{ spheres cân sÊrve to eirplein the
e>rtren¡e urnclFË{nnesE att¡-ibr-rted ta that whÍch iE dead" t44l

7t¡E þiã{g nsted above that "breath" ånd,,br.ood,,årÊ the
tt+o term= tl-ie 01d restar¡ent LrsEÉ tcr de=cribe the ,, life-fÐrtrÈ,,
i n hutrnans" t¡lcr1f f obser.¿es tl-rat of the tuJo, the l atter ternr
is u=ed "inctrrinpårab1y ff¡tr'r-E of ten,,'[49] Eroth ,,br-Ê.-rth,, :rTrd

"blc,crd" belong ta Gcrd, For this reåFrn ,,8åcràl lel.i inclurdes
i n i t= thi nt,:i nç aI 1 cri rnes açai nst the bl ood , not cnl ,- ín the
cutltic and ritut¡l =phere br-rt aIEc: in the Eocial trne. Eroth

å,Fe s,ssigned to the sphere of yahr.Jehr å5 il-r e çr_tardian
lif e, "[4å]

tJl

6od is tfre creatsr of life. For this r-Eås'n the ending
o{ life i= nat to be ta[::en iiglrtly. ',Bre;r'th,,encl ', l:]osd,, l:cth
bel ong tc¡ Gad, and aI thcurgh the cÊnce==i cn tc, eat rneet i 

=
gi'zen to hltrnanity, the synrbcl af Iif e (and deeth), tire bloac,
is not to be ccrnsurrned tzy hurrnantrind, Death, altholrqh ä given
real i t;- ' reFresen'ts that whi ch i s oppo=i te .to Ead " EI ccd ,

rn¡hi ch repre=ent= both I i f e snd deeth bet cng= to God and i 
=

no'[ ta be eaten or ursed b'y, hltn¡an[,.ind fctr it= rnurndane pLrr_

¡-'ñeEe
F'srÉ'r

ïhe 1o=s sf br aod i s cJ. o=er .,,, åsEstri sted p¡i Lh cesth , snd

de*th r-rltimately c:-eate= dist:rder both c,n the sc,cral *ntl
reliqiout= level" The idea= of 1o=t blood, deeth end disorder
al=o åpFÊår tc' be [,: ey {actsrs in the rar.r crnc€rnrr-.lg

childbirth r.,¡hicl-r r.¡ill be eir*rnined nelt.
44. Cf . þl . Jan:=n, ,'Theolagicel lfeaninq,', p. 4.45" t4c1rr, Êng.h.rqegie.s.ï q! !.tre ¡_Ld. Lc=!.sqs!.!, p. E?,,4Þ. IÞ.i8", p. å1.
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Scholers e:larr¡inir-r g LeviticLrs 1" generall.¡ Factt= cfn tnc
måjor cEncer-Fr s: i 1) t¡rhat creates il-¡e state ctt utncl Ê*nness
t'¡hich åctrtrrÎ¡påt-¡ i=s chi. ldl¡irtl-¡? and: (:) Hcr.'l dses .thr= rel*, 1,e

to the f act that the bi rth cf a çi r1 ularrsnt-- å peri crd cti Lrn-

cleanness that is t¡rice aE long ;1= that for the bilil-r aí å

bo'¡? Freqr-tentl y these tuio ctrncÊFns have been deal t l.¡i th
sEparat=1 'r', br-rt sinc= they åre fcurrrd tagether it ,¡¡aur.Ld ;rp¡-.,e:tr

that ä, sat i s{ yi ng sol urt i sn shaurl d be ab I e

bath.

'ta accclrn't I ar

A 'rari e-ty sf api ni ons have been advanced r.ihi ch r¿i I r

f irst be o.rtlined brief Ii,. I,l.'th's position ,-Epr.ÊE=r-rtE the
tradi ti anal vi ews af rnã,ny schol erg r^rho reçard thi = 1a.u.¡ åE å

relic st ancient l"lear Eastern practicEs. He write=:
The =e:rutal pr-cce=ees, Especi al l .7 bi ¡-th r Ì.iere al so
reËl';: clnÉd 'urncl ean ' f ar beyond the ci rcl e ct{ I =rae1 ,becarr=e m;-steri our= pEr.Jere were se=n to be at r.rcl-r,:in thern, hsving little oï- nE connectisn ¡rit-Fr .the
o{{icial cr-rlt=.E477

i¡Jith reqard to the birth ct{ å fernale effectinq dsurble ,Lrn-

cleannes=' he pc'int= ta Ehe "cr-r1tic in.fer-iorit,7 ai tl-re {ein;r1=

Eeli. "t4ãJ rilthcr-rgh chilCbirth r.Jå.s wideJ.;- ccn=idered =arrrethinç
r'¡hich c:-eated urncleË(nnesE thi= dses not *t ar1 exp.iarrr r.rh.¡ F,

chc:se tg incorparate the lsu.,rs: into itE r.ir-itinq-. F¡rlLi-.ier,, to

=rtçge=t th*t fernale cr-tltic itrferiority e>lplain= tj-re drfi=r-
Ênc= be'tuleen the periods d* urnclsånneeE anly fü.,\,,*s the qLre=-

tisn Eac!'. trnË =tep: bJr-r'r'r¡jåE the fernsre cr-tlticarr;,, :i.nfericr,i
47 " Le..,Í ti clrs. ll. ,.77 . Cf . al Eo l=,¡ Hei ni =ch , !g_= Ë!r._Ë!l-g'¡!t!çq= iBann: r-rsn=tein, 1?f,5), p" 5?; and c"i; r/cls. ¡ramer,Ln qÅË Test¡¡r¡r=nt Hor=h-Lp iDel f 't: Jurdel s and Fr j. nl:.ffiàr-¡ , 1?óE) ,pp. â"++.
4A" !Þi d_
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Another eilplenation has been ed.,,anced

llho h.es al so poi nted ta the ,,rn.,,=tery,, t,el-ri nd

he interprets thi= îrye-.fs,-y in a very pcsti,,,s
i ng ta ttr.rel 1 ,

b'/ Jc,hn Oti.iel l

cl-ri l dbi rth " Yet

rnånnEr. Accsrd-

!L_rnË r-Jtrrnan u¡ho had jLtst çiven birth tc clr-r infsntfnãy have bsen "Lrri.1ean,, becåL.=E she hacl been tsoclosely invorved i.iith il-¡e þiclr-r:: o{ deity. srre u¡or_r1dneed å peri cd ts be de-energ j.:ed ,, er tc, spÊã,I.,: i ån,lthat period wourld need .tc, be tu¡ice aE Icnq far- thebirth c'f å chird r-rhich might beconre cepeble in itsturrn o{ beari ng chi l dren ås ictr a rnal e chi 1 d. rþsl
l{e =utggest= that ltncles{nnes= "here rråy hå.¡E b=en the resurlt
o{ too c1s=e å con.tact r^¡ith Gc,d. "[5û] Thi= Ínterpretatiar_r h=,=

its problenrs, htr,hlever, in that it does nct acJ equr:¡ter.y eirpl*,in
Hhy the rnsther " shal 1 not tc,r_rch åni, hal 1 sr..red th i ng : nEr trÐrre

i nto the sanctltery , r-rnt i 1 the days d{ r-r=r- putr i i..¡i ng år-e

conrpleted" (11:4). If otr,¡el 1's interprstatian hJerÊ ccrrect
'Ehi = shcutl d ha.¡e er evated the wonrån 's stendi ng i n L,he clrr L

burt i t does nst åFpÊår ta do sE. Thi s ä,pFeårs to þieår;: Ën hi s
argutrirent ever¡ thoutgh hi s i nterpretati on con=i =tentl y ¡ccournts
I ar tl-re tr',ro rel ated ccntrEt-nE rnenti oned äbo',,e

otuler 1 , of trE*Fse, h:s rnoved i n the appa=r te ci. recti an

sf thc,se crlder Echslar= u.¡ho have argured that the biril-ring
rnother hJ-as ÍnEr-e vltlner¡ble to the dernc,nic r¡rorId dttrì.ng this
pericd- t51 I These'¿iel.¡s, hor,.lever, hå.,,e I ittle cjrr-ect =urppcr-t
frorrr '[he biblicar teirt. Nowhere is the r-r eþJ n¡ather pc,r.tra;,,ed

ð= r'nË,re vurlnerable to eithe-bhe divine c,r the dernonrc wcrrld-
The te:rt itsetf is not arnbigLroL.s Ín it= st¡.tement re-

4?' Ênd se.rah L¡r-rghed: Jh-e etstu= af l¡Jomen ir-, !!e gÅËJgstamgnt (F'hi l ader phi e: þrestrni 
"=tÈ"1- r?77 t;-trp " ila-z -5i:r. Ibid., p. 178.

Ê{31. See rì. Ëertl-ralet, Le.,,!!ic'-ts (Tùbinqenl r'rsi-rr: i?ti1¡, F.41i Elligetrr _Leviticr_rs, F. 137¡ *nd Snaith" !g,¡i!isr_r=, p. ?1.
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gårdinq th.rt r''¡hich ha= cre;,tu=d the lrnclL3;,rr ne=E år-¡d lnr r^¡hich

pltri f iri ng ntrhr needE to occLrr, Af ter chi l dbi rth the rnather i =
Itnclean "åE in the time ai her ir¡en=tl-Lrs.tian" ãrnd cc¡ntinures to
be "in the blsc'd o{ her pr_rri l'r,ing', urnti L the åpFraprie,.L.* tirne
peri od l-¡ as el apsed. l'last Echol ars i i f nst =rl I ) l-råvE r€itrc,B-

ni:ed that the di=charge of blcod in'this paEså€e i= å r,:.€\,

trEr-¡cE|.n si the lar..rgiver" tErl since blopd =içnif ied lif e tire
logE ci bload st cl-rilcbirth =ignified the la== ct.( tife ia
mEveffrel-rt tow;trds death), and l.lsr_tld l_hurs utltiniatel;,. de{iIe"
Some pa=t =ltçgestisns *dvsnced {dr the díffÊrentr= rt-r the
peri od of ltncl eånnes= rånge f rorn the f lrtutre rnenstr,*rant =ts.te.
of the f enral e Þabytgf,r to bel i ef = that the bi rth o{ å gi r,-l

brolrqht i'¡i th i t å 1onçer peri ad of pcstnatal di schårge" tE4l
Harri son r pei nti ng to the di =charge ås the EtrLrr-ce s{

utncl eenne==, tJri tee:

The discharge= inr,,olve ti=sure debri
blood, and åre þ.:nc¿.¡n as the Lgç.h.1_1"norrnally experienced after p-rrturr-iti(-Lgtrh_ta crggnta ) bei ng stai nerJ r,¡i th
the secsnd ifoshla slÞa) has å paler
is {ree from blood" t5gl

= 1 rnLtcLrS ;.nd
Twa steçe= åt-Ë
otr: the fir-st

blaodl Hhil¡=
cìppEå,Fårr cE gnd

þienhanr inåij: e= al rnast the i denti cal pc,i n.t and =r ncÊ the
pa=tnatal di scharçe 1e=ts l onqer than å L.JeEl.,: r ås i ¡ .[he cå=L=

af irrengtrltati on, he =uqgests thi = r-ÊqLrr rÊE the acci tr ¡n¡i
days't=ål Both reject the ps.=t interprc-t¡tion= ¡-eqEtrdinq Lhe

5". 5arne1 1il-': e l,.ellEg€r have in tf-reir cornrnenteries =rmpl.¡combined this chapter r^ri'Eh crrapter fifteen, r.rhich sr=o dear=r.li th "di =chårge,, (Le.yiti curs, pp. f,i:tg_f;?ål .

:T. Harrt:":,, _L-e..¡¡!¡clE: p. 1f,5¡ porter r L-e.¿i.ti c!!E: p. ?5.;,+. f-r. UI I I månn, _E¡odgg ulnd _Le.,,i!i curE iLei p: iq: i-_.ri rr=1 ,laEfJ) ' F. 5r-r¿rr D- I- piacht, ;A-ã;ientif ic ApprÃcr¡trcn afl-Ë.,,iticur= 12:1-Er,' ¿El= 5:iI?f,f,) ? pp. 
"5f,-?åil.i5. Le.,,iticurE, p. 135. C+. al=o lrloordt=ijo Lg..,iticgE, p"1f1.5ó. Le.¿iticr-rE,, p. 1BB.
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di++ErEnt time periocis at purrific*-rticn, depending En the sei{

cti the baby, and =ltgge=t tl-¡¡t they mày sinrply, be åctroLu_rtÊd

{or 1n t ight of the trErnpåra'tive statuts dÍ .the se}(el= rn
gncient IErael "C37J

ïhat the is=ure of di=charçe i= the tre,¡ ts urntro,,,ering

i:he meaninç sf this pË(ssage wor_t1d be diff icr_r1t ts di spt-rte"

Efurt =orr¡e o{ the abc,ve rea=oning is nc,t csn.¡incing, First it
åpFears di f + i cul t to åssuffie 'that the di scharçe nrent:i. sned l-¡Ér-E

ref ers tcr the lochÀå a-l.bÉ. Thi= has nr =urppcrt rr,,m the the
text since it e:.rp1icit1y rnentiol-rs only blood. rf the vericurg
1¡ter di'scharges àre Ínclr-tded Ene wc,utld need ta be rEn¡inded

that ån expectant rnather rnår/ el{FerÍ ence c-tr-r i ncreasÊ .! r-r vari -
clLis discharçes r-JEeh: s be{ore actutal childbirth, \,c=t ns nrÈ:n_

t i on i s rnade d{ thi E di =charge. ït u.rcrurl d ã,ppeåF tir*t .thcr=e

sclrol¡,r= r.¡ho interpret this passåqe as referr-inq tr: å 1,,s¡-1et../.

øf di=charge= have been f e1=e1y inf lurenced h,v their utnder._

=tending of 'di=charge' in Ler¿iticlrs 15. Herel ir-r Levi,Licr_r=

13, anly blood is mentisned by p.

A rnoFÉ p1*u=ible interpret*etion, r-rlrich also fcclr=e= cln

the di=ch-erqe ¡nd .it= nreã,ning, haE been =urgge=ted i:ì.,

þ.l. Js,nren" [58] The dischsrge ¡t chilrlbirth i= ¡:Iaced intc Ehe

l srger ccntext of trre requrr *r nrenstrur¡I di scharqe o{: th=
rno'ther. iìccordinç ttr, Je,n=en .Lj-¡e childb:i.rth e.¡Ent m€:il

repre=ent å type of "pEri Ed " r c,f- iï-i,r-l:: er a{ =i gni { i c.*,nce i ¡-r

1ife. "Esurrd it be that the rarçer tirne c{ urncleånne== .1t

37. C+. l¡Jenharn, Le.¿iticLt =, p. lBglp. if,5" E{oth Fsin+* ts Le.yiticr-r= ?7238. 'fhi 
= =uqgesti on ,,^Jås .ad.,,åncÊd i

i:'¡-pf essor Janren Ðn Apri I ":l 1 I?BÞ.

snd lJarr i =sn , Lg.,,i t i c!.Ê r'?-7 .

r-¡ å perEEt-rå1 meeti ng l.li th
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birth be EEEn åE å 'period ct{ per-iods' , sutch 3s ilre sabbs.Lh

iilear , Jurbi I ee yeår r oF the ,=eventy 
L.JEel.:: s cf ./eårs , i n

Deniel?"r.=?7 tliith regard to the =harter periad ct lrnclEãn_
nËs= f ar the n¡ather r-ri ilr ba'/ he =urçgests that i t nrår- br=

åsstrcisted r.¡ith the boy'= circutn¡cisian.tåtjJ F,erhap= the j.-e_

rnovgl of this "Ltr-¡ EleånnnÊ€s" ithe circurrnci sion dÍ tl-¡e {cre-
sþ;in). shorten= the period íar the nrother wilh bo.¡ i:urt nst
with girl, since f or the gir-1 the trclrnpå,rable f 1ar.¡ e{ blosrl
(the breah:i ng aÍ the hymen ) i s del ayed.

Another possible eilplsnati on, r'rhich renr:{in= tr{rn=1 =tenL
¡¿iEh the theme'focursing c'n the contre=ting cateqcrie=,¡=phere=
of crder./di sorder , I i f e,¿'death åd.,,¡nced eerl i er , åEsclci ates
chi l dbi rth, and the r oss of br aod at il-rat occasi cn , r.ri th the
po'EentiaJ. 1o=s of life and o¡-der. clrildbirth, å1il-rúLrgh å
syrnbol o{ li {e: fray al=o have been ê( =tranq symba] clr rË-
rni nder of death. Etwel I has u.re1 1 arqurecl th;t i n the nrr nd a{
the IErael ite, Ead wås actively in'vorved in the ctrnc=pti,:n
and birth of å child, in the opening and closing ø{ the
mother's r.rsrnb.tó11 The prarni=e of Fr'çen./ þrås ãr =içnificent
theclagical thenre, burt ina?- it not l-r"i,ve becsn¡e Etr pr-EËrEel 1,,

becautse of the Fretraricuts netltre a{ life f{f,r the I=rsel.j.+*r-=?

$¡¡¡-r'rjr7¡f ¡nd ã. 1c'ng iiÊe hJere nrf,t .tsl,: en for çranted åE ihev
p*rlr*rps årE toda.¡.

In ãn i nterest i ng

eacial sci=nce date, that
the 1i f e e:,rpectåñc.;, af å

stutd'¡ Caral l'le-¡=r= _.ihorn¡=, ursirrç

i n the Late Brcnre.iE*¡-l )z Iron Açe,

rn;,1 e hJå,= abor_rt íar-ty and ths,t oi å

5?" Ibid,
År-l Ef ., p, 137 l fr:ctr-rcte, äg.

år!. €.ar¡!. L¿uq.!.s.Ê-, ptr " 3ó-ói-¡ "

i F,=

See Gen. !?IlII f,i_r:iî-



fern*rre s,bourt thirty.tð:l Art-houtçh tcday r.r'i"n=n çener*1 i..¡
oLttl i ve n¡eFr thi s åppeåre not tcr have been the cc-ts= L n anci ent
ti me=" 5he poi nts to rncj. ent bi aL ogi =ts t i l.re Êr:L ststl e i.rht:

al=o cl ai rr trrat rnar es af al I speci e= 1 i',,ed r c,nge:,- il-¡an {e_
rnale='tåf,1 ÐisE35e, +arnine and conflict åre nrost fr-equtentl;,,
cited ås the prirnar'¡ sqent= of deatj-¡ , l-rcf,uje,,,er r death ctí

rnother cr inf ant wÊrc- a1sc,, utndourbtecl;,, å f requrent occLrr-
l-ence' Archeal' ogi cel date sltpport the cc:ntenti crn that there
e¡:isted å very hiqh inf ent rnortar ity rate, tó4r a= daee scrÍp*
ture"

o"J" Faab has noted that E>:oduts l.:1g gii,e= the iinpr-e=-
sian that Isr*relite t'Jornen delivered their babies qurrcl,: 1y, ,,br.t

ursual 1y birth wåE å,goni:ing and sE urnforçettably parnfurl that
'¿ariourE u'lriters use thi= eiíperience .f igutreti.,,e1y",,[ó5J Ir-¡

F'selnrE 48:o one {inds the panic at l,rings de=cribed: ,,trem-

bling taah ho1d of thern there, angurish as of å r¡jgrrrË1n rn
tr.lt,ail, " Jererniah, too,, .f r-equrently Lrses ti-re inrsr¡er-.¡ at å

wclmå'n in hard labar crying or-rt in psin, çraaning ;tnd gespinq
thro*gh this very di++icurrt errperientrs. tåôl IEaish, in f act,
beI i Ê"'ed the *nguti =h a{ å þitr'rr¡ån i n 1;,bourr to be sE sel,,eÍ-L=

that it þrãs fittinq inraçery ts describe the day of the Lorc,
He Frûc1¡i rn=:

bJai1, for the day o{ the Lord is near..",
Fanç= and å,Çúl-r! wi I I sei ¡e them¡
they'i+i11 be in engutish 1itre a r.Jonrån Ln trev=,il

á"" "The RootE a{ Restri cti an: þrornen :. n E.err y Israel41 (1?79,t , p" ?3.
b.i" ltrIcó4. iE¿¡;
ó5. "Birtho" I!8, Voi. 1 il,jash.¡i1le: Abingdan, 1gó:), p.õó. see Jer- 4:f,1r ó:i:4i 1J:"1¡ 

"irif,r .ii-r:¿rr 4?:î4r ri_¡:

," EÊ
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They wi I I l oo[,: aqha=t at trnE another Itheir faces u.iit1 be eflanre,
frehol d r the d*.y at the Lsrd Ec,n¡e=,
crrrelr u+ith r-¡ratrr *nd {ierce ånger-.." (Iss,1f,;é-?).

childbirth L'rås å ','er^/ diff icr-rIt e].{perier¡ce {cr encienL l-rLrffrån-

i ty and one u'lhi ch þJe r r,'ti th c,Lrr technal agi ceI ad.yancernent= 
"

af ten f *ci I to unrJer=[and and åppreci ate f url1 ;,.

otwe11, el:arnining nrotherhaod in the ord T==.tanrent,

notc-e tl-r ¡t Éven En the b.rsi s of ELrr cll.Jn meCi cal r-ecsrd= ef
the not tas distant p-astr FJe rnr-rst "å,s=Lrme c-rt-¡ exÌrenely l-righ

rate o't in{ant and rnaternal n¡srta1ity."Eð71 l-le pcin.t= ta the=

rnåny wi ves o1 Rehoboarn and Êbi jsl-r and Ehc,l.,r= hou.r Even theEe
well-to-do citiiens bore rel¡'ti',,eIy few children iIi Cl-rrirn.

1 1: 11 end 13: il) . The stary a{ the bi rth ct{ Frachel .E s'rj tre_
gically describes the difficr_tlties åtrctrrïFånzvlng childbirth.

F:echer traveÍ 1ed o and =he had herd l abar, Ênd r.¡hen
=he was Ín her hard rabor, the midr,¡iíe said bo rrc+r,"Fear not ¡ {ar nEþJ ytr'Lr wi I t have anather sclr.ì. ,, ÊndåE her sourl wås departing (tq.f ãtË, d.i_gd),, st_reca1Ied hi= narne E{en-a,ni (son 

"i rn,¡ sor-t-clr/J) iGen.f,5:1¿r-18).

ïhe wi f e a4 F'hi nehas ar so i s descri bed å,8 çi..,i ng bi rti-r i. n

pain and then dying (r sarn. 4:1?-i1).tóar one ccurld, a.Ç

cÐLtr-se r jut:ltapa=e ts these påseå,ges de=cri br ng the di f f i cul t;,,
of birth, other= l.lhich expree= the jc,r- at neL.r li.Ëe. Therr_= is
no dc,urþt that nÊL.J li.fe wcutld brlng rrrurcf-r jdy, br_rt i:he e:{Fer}-
ÈncLã t:f =e1,/ere difficurlt.,, LE chiLci b:irth þjå= I.il,: eL.Iz the t_r3t_rrrl

and the birth ct å dead sr- sich child u.rill nct have been Lril_

cErnrrrEn 'Ëar Is¡-ae1 " F'er-hsp= thi= e:lpI*,in= LE.,,r.ticr_tç i7:ó r.¡hich
pleces nû l:iLhe-'¿alute cln å cirild before it re=ched clr,E incrr¡ th.

Ênd EeCsh _l_ggghgd , p. +q .
See sl=t: ! Sern. 1::l5i 11.:.ings 14:17.
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t/on Flãd has nsted ths't "1epro=y,,' å,rrd crntc-(ct l.¡i.Eh the
deed t'rås prabeb I y that r.lh i ch pr-oirrptc=d tlre nrc,s't =er i slts l,: i nd

o{ urncleãnneggtågl The =E\,/er..t da,¡E af utnclÊeìr_lt_rÊss ccnnectetj
to lepra=y end cantect rçith the de*d 1s frequrentlr- cited ag

the nrÛ=t eever-e" Yet in chi ldbirth trne f inds å total cti lúrl,r,
or ei ghty days o+ uncI Eånness assí gned ts the rrrÐL,i-rer, tTijl .l=

it not possible thst in childbirth, the frequtency ct{ ds:ath

iin the very beginning of life!), snrj tf-re ob.",itrLrs drEarder
which it u'¡i11 have createdr rfråT be trc,r-rsidc-red ås !::ey facj:or=
e:<pIaíning ure great length ai the period of r_tncleanness? rE

there åny other e"'ent r.lhich trrå,y l-¡åvE rnü¡-Ê profELr¡-rdly synrba-

1 i r ed the cl eshi ng of the tr'is apposi nç =phere= at I i f e anrj

death, crder end di sorder? The bi rth cti å f emal e, ¡rhi ch. r n

the íurture r.¡i11 again bring scr closely toçether in birth the
spheres c¡f 1i f e and death r may al so accoutnt {ar the do,*tbl i r-rq

of the peri ad s4 urncl eånneEE.

Eli rth and death are cEncepts cl osel .¡ csnnecterl , In rrrã.n.,r

wåys bi rth can be å rerni nder o{ deeth. rql thourgh bi rth repre-

=ente 1ife, it prababl;, alEcr aften rneant ceath in Isrrel .E

d*r*. I'leyers writ==, "tcf, pr-tt it bIurntl.¡, i¡-r'rro'mår tinre=,
fsmilie= u'loutld ha"¿e had ta prcr,iurce tl.ric= the nurrnber ct.i chj. I-

E? . qIË Testagrent Jhggt ggy , .,,81 . 1 , p. i74_:75,
7t:i. þial ter C" lr:.ai ser, -fg_ryËrd Al! Jeelemen! EÈh¡'= i6r;nrlF:spids: Zcndervan, 1?8f,), F. irl6. r.:.*lser =utqge=.1,= th¡t sththe mother and the chird åre irnpr-rre. schal:rr-=hip generei;.,cisaqree= r..rith this cEnclursic,n. He further =urqqe=ts ihsI be_tr;(LtEe the rnale is circurncised the tÍrne ct{ the nrother's inrplrrit>' iE cr-rt in harf . see al=a Frendtor{f iDie ee=_et:gr rf,. =5)regårdinq the shurter p=riod of cieansinq b";;;;; o+ thebe\"= cirrurn¡cigic'n s,nd Jen=en å,br:'ve ip. 154). Ërath F:.¡i=er e,ndFiendtorf{ c,ffer r-rtrr ratisnele r.rhich fit= ints =. br¡ader cc,n._te:lt. 5iff'pl'/', 'the gir-1 is nst circurrncised and L,hlt= r-ÊqL'.r-==morÊ time.
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dren desired in crder ta echieve optirnal Ê=rmi1;. sire,,,t71l
The birth n4 a ne'r child in scriptutre iE cåLr=E rar cerebr¡-
tionJ Yet fetal , inf.int or n¡*ter'-¡-¡ a1 death., utndourbtecl ly fre-
quentl y braurqht =adnes,= tr: ån event r,,¡hi ch taday t bi, end

1arçe, brings only joy.

rìs death and di =order appeår to f i qutre I argel ,- i n F, 
, 

=
laws ctrncerning chi Idbirth r sÐ s.r=o ds the=e concept= plåy ã.i-!

i rnportant rol e i n the l eprosy I au+s. iiccordi ng to F, the I eper
is described å5 "orìË degd t trt{ rr¡horn the f lesh is l-ralf cc,nsurrned

when he cornes ourt oJ h¡s mglhgr's wgCIb,, il{urr¡r. 1"11"). In the
leperr åe in the stillborn chiJ.d, Ene {inds adutnrbraticn= at
death snd disorder.

!" 'Leprosy'

Ler¡i ti cus 15 a.nd 14 dear s r,i th sE cal r ed '1eprc,=-r, . r n

peopl e, cl athes and horr=e=. 'rhe Flebrer.r ternr Jl : I y , i E very
loo=eIy ur=ed to de=cribe å variety a{ ccnditianE. In chepter-
ti'¡o it wå,= shown that the 'lepro=;-, of Le,¡iticurs i= ncL. l.¡l-rs.r:

today i = ca11ed l epro=y. Al thcr-tgh {e,¡i scl-iol er= tcda.¡ =Ër-rti nue

to believe thst Le"'iticurs is *ct.ralry describirrç .repra=;., å=

hJe l::nEr'J it., there continlte= +-a be cÐnErder.:bre =peclrr;ticn
reg*rdi ng r'.rhet pFEci seI'¡ i = rne*,nt i n the== ch.rpters. {ÀJi th
req*rrd t¡ the sl': i n di =eage=, Fnai th .edvance= åppro:r r rrr*etel .¡

ten different condition=, rengrng from ringu.lr-rrnr, ts sr-r ir-rg1es,
tc etr:Errrå.-17?l [.renham sugqes'ts that r ,,tr+ent),,-.'nE ciiferent
trå=e= c{ 

=l': 
in di=ea=u== åre distinçurishe-d irr the {irst EËC_

ti on, and tfrree di f f erent casc= ,a{ di seased geirrnent= i n the

7I. "The F:so'Ls'7". Le.,,itic,*r="
ct{ FJe=L,rictiEDr" p. ?8.
Fp" ??-57.
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F'arter begins hi= in..le=tigation d{ the 'lepr-a=y, Isr,.rE

u'¡ith the obEerr,,¡tion that the=e chapter=, "ccnei =t a{ å,

nrtrnber or originally =epara'te collec.i-ion= ai prie=tly cåEÉ

1er,'r, l+hi ch har"e been brautçht toqether end gi verr å cc,nirr,5!-l

therne by the cc'r'pilers of Leviticur=."87¿ll Fron¡ thi= pgrsFetr*
'li ve he resi sts the ternpt-rti on to =pecurl *,te ås to r,.rhat thr,-

'¡-ari Etts di sease= ir¡åy have been and =urqge=t= that the cc,ncEj,-n

here i= simply ¡rith "ffrå, 1ignant 
=!,: 

in-di=eese.,'c7al l{is canclut

sion appeär= correct butt he fail= furll;., ta åpFreci¡te ths
r.råy i n u-rhi ch F LrseF thi s therne.

According to Fo¡-ter thiE '1eprû--y' "lråde å n¡an inrper-
f ect and scr urnabl e tc, trorne i nto csntact w:i th the hal.y pl ece

and the holy carnmltnity which u..ror-r1d in 'turrn be rendereC

unclean by hirn. "f.i6l rqlthourgh Forter here LrsÊE the þJcrr!,: s{
Doltglaso 1+- i= Nenharn u.lho nrogt c1ase1 .¡ {sl1or,¡s her ccnclur-

sicns. He u.rritest

Holiness in Le.¿iticure ie =ymbo1 i=ed b.y i.¡ha1ÊnEEE.
Þlen ¡nlrst behave i n a wåy that expres=e=

whaL EnÊss and i nteqr i t;, i n thei r act i ons. þrhen å
rnå.n =hor,'¡s ',,i si b 1 e =i gns of 1 *ctr oi r.¡haI enEE= i n åpersi stent patclry s[,:i n csndi ti an , he ha= to be
e:.lclurded f rclrn the ccvenant cErnrnLrnit.y" E77J

If i'rhcrlÊnegs i= 3n *r=pect at holine== it r+outld eppear th"it
tj-ris ltnder=trndirrq provides å VÊr1,r adequre..te e:.1 p1Ëinåi, 1r:n å= tc
7:," Le'¿iticur=, p" 1çf," Harrison, in LeviticurE, cc:ntinure= tc{ol l ct'¡ the vi eþJs ct Eoffre =chs1e.rs rnenti aned i -, cl-¡åptEr- tr.roi+hc =eÉ here "prie=t-ph'¡siciår¡=,'r.¿hs',åppear ts be the fir=t
i n the anci ent i.¡erl d to i sc,l ste Fet-scns =ur=pscted di i nf =c-tic'r-rs úr csntagir-rlr= diEease=. ".', iF. 14.(:l) "7+ " L*o"'i ti cut5, pp - qa-q7, c+. e.I Eo Rerrdtori{ , !i *- GgE_et:e,
Fp. 51-51.
73. l==y.t!.1_ç.Ue, p . ?7 .

7ä. ll¿Ld.
77. tgiiII-EUE, F. :i:if,.



i'Jhy '1epro=y' t'Jå5 con=idered utncleàn. The que=ticn renr*in=,
hÐwe.,,er: hor,.¡ does the theme cÍ r.lhsl en€ss rel ate to tl-¡e

i nf ected gst'rnent or holtse? þJsr-rl d the pr-esence ctt rrrr I deur or-

srrne furngur= grc,rlth in å garrnent or rn å halt=e r.;al1 consti-
tutte l ecl,: o{ whol eness? t¡lot-r1d the Isra=1i te, seei nq å grou.rth

clr-r the u.ra11 of his,/her hclrse reflect en the ,'r+i-roLene==,,, E,l

the haur=e?

.i !¡_r-1 r,r-remË r.¡hi ch rnEre adequtatel y acccrurnt= tor th=
'lepro=y' 1sr.¡= is that of disorder. F, cs1lectinç verisurg
ol der l at'lE, pl sces tlrem urnder th= u¡i der theme of ,'di 

=ErcJer. 
,,

ït has been convincinç1y argurec that the 'lepros;r, l¡ii..,rs ã(r-e

nc't baged on hyqi eni c consi derati ans clr that .they Eerer,: t,¡
oLttline rnedical llnot'¡Iedçe. Dne need onI;- be renrinded th¡¡t
the terrn 'l eprosy' i s ur=ed to descri Þe å csndi ti cn thst
affects organic and inorçenic rnaterial rlilre. It r.¡sr-t1d €rpFeår-

lhat P use= the ter¡n 'Ieprosy' äe å type al cetch prarci tc
descri be *i 'rari ety o{ di f f erent condi ti anE r.¡hi ch =.i,nrb'l i:e
cl i ssrder .

å quich r=adinq a{ the "1år.J at lepro=y,', Leãves !ne l+ith
the i nrpre=si on thst certai n epot=, errrpti sr-¡s , su.re.[ I i nç=,
bcri 1s cfr ån i tch r t'rere sl I ccrnsi dered åE csndi ti cnE 1..¡hi ch

rfal": e trnÊ utnclÉån. Yet Lrpctn cerefuri re*cl inq {fne r-e*,11:es ihat
the=e conditicns cja nst aurtcma.ticaliy rnãl:: e one urncleån, one

courld hå"'Ê å "digeaged spot" år-rd ån ,,eruptiEn,' [rnd =t_i]l be

clean iLe",. if,:å). one colrld have i ',bc¡il', (i.f:if,) ar ån

"itch" {1f,:f,7) Ernc be cle¡n" Thc- darninant cc,rrcÊrFr thrcurqtior-ri_

sEerns to be tl-¡et "tl-r Ë di sea=e has no =pread', and Lheì: i t ,,i 
=

checked. " Tl-rr s i = t¡-ure sf 'l epr ú8.r, ' cln peapl e., qarinent= a¡rcj

1å1



lrout=es"l73l Futt if the diseese ,'is

prtrce== of "brea[,: inç ELtt,,il-¡e i,ictirr¡

uricl eån. E7?)

spreading" Eli n 'l-l-,q

trr- object iE can=idered

Lei'i.ticr-ts 1f,r1"-1f, i= ån intere=tinq Fã{ssã,qe l.rhrch i+el 1

den¡c,nstråtLÞE the paÍ nt:

Ênd iç tl-re l epro=y breaks or-rt i n the si:i n r scr thatthe l eprcsy trclvers al 1 the s[,:i n of the di see=edpeFsEn frsrn lrea,d ta {oat: so {ar ãtE the prie=t csnseer then the priest shsIl marle ån e>:anrinetÍcr-r, endi + the l epro='¡ haE ctr,.,,e!-ÊrJ ar i hi s btr)d,i, he shsr 1

Fronounce him clean a{ the di=ea=ei it has ¡lIturned r+hi te, *nd he i g clean.

Al tholrgh the accent i n these ver=Es åppÊi{rs bo be crrr the
colc'rr thi= wc't-tld be tcr nii=ltnderstand the.L,e:lt. rìt veripurs
occesion= in this .f,*pt*t the color l.¡l-rite is ã.ssc(:ie.beci u¡ith
urncl eanness" tarll rn several other o1d resternent Få==åçÊE

being "i.ihite ãs snclw" is ccngidered tc, be a definii:e =ign a.Ç

ha'ring'1epra=y', tBll Hor.¡ does Ene .Ll-len inter-pret Le.vÍticlr=
1.lr1"-1f,? This v=rEE cån be vario.t=ly in.terpreted, ï c l- l-,r-

Fer=cln r-lho has thi e I epro=y nor{ cl ean becaur=e the whsl = b,=d.r,

has turrned r.¡hite? Is it possible ilrat onÊ cc,r_rld *ctlrelI.¡, be

a l eper end sti 11 be ccnsÍ dered cl ean? Or i s thi s persc,n n{f,r.i

cleen, i+ho fornrerly wås å leper, beceur=e alI hss turr-ned u.¡hiti:.

- ineaning the dis,ea=e has FLrrr itE CcfLrF=e, 1= ns llnger
spreadi ng ii n rerni ==i on?) , and 1E theref cre ci-¡€ch: eij? In
light of f'Jutrnber= 1T:1r:), r.rhere I'iirj.ern i= de=c¡-ibed å.= ,,i+l¡ite

å5 5nEþJ and behsl d Ehe trJ-iE l eprcuts, " i t r+or-rl d :ipFÌeår tl-rsf_

col sr al sne i E not il-¡ e i =sure. È= '¡ri th the spot " Érurpt i on ,

7R I ett
7e I cr¡

Ai:) " Le.,,.
tr1 Eea

{ =- É1.:i"' 31a r?E T f,:r:Ï4, J7,5J¡ 14:
1f,: 7, 1:, :fi, :7, J=, 420 5r_:, 57¡
1f,rf,5li-)-l1.,. c{. lf,:111.rL7 

1

E;rad. 4:ó,. I'lurn¡. L?:1t-ri :,nd
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boi I *rnd i tch, these trcELtrre¡-rtres årE nat the !,: eTi tl-¡e i ssure i ç
p¡hether the di =ease ha= been checked and i s no 1or-rger Lrnrtrrr-

tral l abl ,r' sprec-tdi ng be i t trn the bad'y 1 trtn å g*rnrent ; c)r trrt-l

hcutse r.''¡al I s" If i nf l .¡nred , hå,.,,i ng the åppeå,r-c-tr-rcE dl ,,råu.J

f1 e=h " , Er çi vi ng the i rnpressi ol-¡ al conti nuted grcr.lth , i t_ i =
considered "Llrrchetrh: Ed,' end thus urnclÉån. tg"l

Ït is no lonqer passible ta de'terrnirre'¡rl-iat dif+erent
condi ti sns F' r.jås spe=hr ng of anci i t nr*i./ r.¡el 1 be that F, i tEel {
t'iå5 LtnÉ't'JarÉ al the v*c.¡-itr'ut= candiIions the o1cler I¡t¡s, l..rhich

i t i ncorpora'ted r Here or-tt1 i ni ng. The ctrrnrn¡c'n derrr:mi netor
throughout , htr'r.¡e.,,er , åppeå.rE to be utncsntrc, 1 I ed =pre:dr nç

t^lhich grephicelly 
=ymÞc1 i:ed r-tnleaEhed disa¡-der. Jlr=t ås

'1 eprø=y ' symbol i =ed di sarder , end perhap= cccesi cnal I y
bror-rgh't prerna'turre deathr Eo also do the laui= ccncerninq
'di scharge,' rel ate to the thenres sf di =order enrl de,ril-r.

E. _!f=chargE'
Ïhere i= å general con=enELIE srnclnq Otd Tc==ta¡rrent

scholsrs that the 1aw a{ 'di=ch.erge' in Le.¿itlcur= 15 i=
cr¡ncerned r¡ith ernissions frsrn the se¡:uteI orqarrs. O+ the five
båsic EELrv-tres ol utncleånness, the irrterpretatian of bl-¡i=

=ectisn ha= changed 1eest. Traditicnally the l-r;-qienÊ arqurrnen,c

has been {f,ne af the rnore popurlar"l-gf,l -fhese Ierl.rs have ;1ls¿

been assclci s'ted i'li th dernoni c ptrr.Jet-E whi ch l-:r-cir-tqh l- aL:or-r.1,

lrncl Éånness" t84l

Forter i +o1lor'ring the cEncLLrsians af çchclsr= ircrn the

ñ- ^rU¡ !

æf," See
84" E]1i
l-u=./i t i cr-t=

þJ" J:r-rren r "Thecl oqÍca1 I'ieani¡q,
chapter tu.ro, pp. 

"ã-:?.€Êrr _Lg.¡Ltic'*tg, p. IgTa þ.l.
iÐLre=el dcr.i : F'atnro=, 1?71) , pp

,, -. .4

l',icr-nf e1 d ,

I ¿:.-i

L];r= Flrch



hi =tor'¡ af rel i gi ons =chc-rsl , si mpl y state= that ,,the prc,tres-

=e= ct{ hurrnan rEFrodurcticn år-e mi,Eteriolt= tc early ¡:eopre= and

there{are sLtrr-sr-tnded b'r' verisurs t¡,bt:os" " [ãE] þjer-rh*rn LrEes Ihe
trantrlutEionE a{ Doltgla= u¡ho eeeE badily i==ures ås thre¡[enii-rg
[he boltndaries a{ the bad'y palitic of thi= eirilecl rrrincr--

ity"taól In his comrnentary þrenh*n¡ -irso =urggest= that:

TI:r" the rurles abaurt discherges hr=r-E respected,rnei/ l.¡ourl d entrÐLil-åge restrai nt i n Ee:.r uralbeha'¡iEl-.' . . Fecautse se>rltal i¡rtercoltrse rrrade bothp-ertner= ltncleån, and therefsre urnabre ta psrtici-pate in ulorship for ã, wr-rcrle d*y, thi= reglrlat:[one:'rclurded the fertilit;- rite= end cutlt pro=iitr-rtionth¡t þJere slrch å f eatutre c{ rnurch r..rear Ea=t=r-nreI i gi on . CATj

Êlthoutgh þlenhanr LtEe= sorne of tl-re cEFrtrlr-r=isn= o.f Dc,.tgia= i-rË

here returrns to the ord "polemic aqain=.[ the fcreiçn n*tisr-r13,,

therne. Tn cantr¡st tc, Dolrg1as he al so bel i evÊ5, tl-ri e ciiapt=r-
to rnake .,,årioLt s rnoral stgtenrents:

It a1=a served Èo rnål:: E Ordinår./ pro=iti.tur.te= =aci;1ourtcasts.... This rlrre deprived tr-¡e pr-ostitr-rte a',---i - t

=Ec1å1 re=pectabi 1 i ty and there.tore i-rel ped L,r:lrnderqird the stability of the farnir.;., Ii.Ëe" sinr.i-1'er1;- the prohibition trn intercor-r¡-Ee in r.Jã,r =hourrch-ive protected conqurered f.Jgmen lrctm abt-rse (cf . hlu'rr.:5), taEl

t¡Ji th regard t¡ the i .=r'rs cancerni ng rnen=trur¡ti an he åss.-l,nÊ=

th-rt they i.Ji 11 hsve rarel./ *f f ected .ti-¡E rnarri ed rr¡ath=r r..¡hs

þrå,E conti nural 1;, ei ther nLrFEL nq the chi I d ctr pr.=gnsnt,
âcccrrding ta þJenham:

The anr'¡ worlìen lil.': ery to be mrrch =-rffscted b.t, ti-r Ê
1 ¡t'i o't Lc-v - 1E: 1g-r4 r-¡ourr d be L.-rrnårl- i ed teenegegir1s.... fn thie 14å.y'.these requrla.L,ian= rnåt, l-r*VEpramoted res'tr;,in't in rel¡tion= betl.ieen the E{=¡{e=

8b"

ãa.

Lg'y.t!i au=,
I ¡r¡'i Ì'i rr rc

!Þ.¿-d -Ibid,

p.
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ånd ha.¡e ected ã= å brål:: e ún the pa==icn=
ytrung " L89l

LJ'1 J- t-- .-

þlenhani present= sc:r-ne i nteresti nç poi nt= br_tt il-re .,,eri et,,., a{
trontrluteÍans he ;'rrives at t^Jeãl;: ens hi= ärqLrnrent, Car-¡ l-l-rr= iûse
a{ bodily f}r-rid from tl-re =exttal organ= be å repre=ent¡tion ct
inconrpleteness Er lact¿ af r.¡hoIenEss (an in*cl eqr-rate =,¡mboI af
holine=5) tnd åt the EåJrre time prcnrc,te politic.-t1 end c¡¡l tutrEl
Itnity (throlrgh the idea at borJy palitic) s= r..rell c-t5 prarrrate

=e:rlr-el re=trsint and gurard aqainst curltic pro=tituttionT
As wås noted abgve, f et+ r-rËr-J i nsi ghts hå.¿e been åd.,,år-r i:Ecl

by schcrl *rshi p reqardi ng the parti curr ¡r rneã,nr. ng of the .di 
=-

charge' laurs" rq =1ight1'¡ different pÉrEpeÈti..,e rnåii be p.,'=-

eible, hc,r-re.¿er. Remaining cansi=tent i.:ith the theme a{ c,rcert,
di sorder, 1i íer'deatl-r , etc. , å neþJ .,,ån-tage-poi nt rnå.y' be
gai ned.

ïo beçin with, it íE necÊssål-i/ ta qlre=t:icn the slCer
bLtt soJ.idl'¡ entrenched vier.r th¡t these ls,ws cJeal priin*i-ì..[r-
with =exusl ernissicns end thur= hirJhliqht the .therr¡e af ,,=eii,,"

Ta åctrtrrrirplieh this it is netrÊ=Eåry Io eilan¡ine br-ief1.;, ti-re

rel eti anshi p between tl-¡i E chapter är-rd the ,i epr-asy . trh.-rptei-E

preceeding it. BoEh '1epro=;,' *nd ,disclrarçe, åre csn=Ídered
qutite pcl Iutting =ince in both tråses'the =Ë..7Ên daye of cLe=rn=-

inq and såcl-ificeE åI-e reqlrired i:o írrc=tl:t Ê clne cLL=ån åçË(1n.
'Leprosy' ðrrfpÉars to be Ec¡ner.lhat irrtr¡^e =eric*= if trne con-
siders tl-¡;.t å rnål.r-= lstmb is of tered åE a ,,çlriI.t sfferinç,, ri,,er

thst ¡Tåy r'1e11 hå',,e be=n that '1eprcEi,'r åñ e;itern¡r cise;se,

!EÍd.., p. ""+,

) lE
10J



is å stronger s'¡mbol of disarder than 'cl i=ch€{r-ge',

1 ess ea=i 1 y r,,i si b I e.

t.rl-¡i ch i =

Jr-r=t ðe the ternr 'leprú=_.i,' today i= utrrder=tocd aE

rneani ng å, vari ety ct e:<ternal , reedi 1 ,- vi =i bI e ccrndi ti ans, strr

'di scharçe' shourl d be utnder=toad ;rs a t=rnr ref erri nq ta å

vari ety si i. nternal or 1e=s vi si bl e condi ti ons, E€FÊci -il I r- as

they relate tc' the ser:ural rrgans. Fr-rrther, jur=t ås it þJåE

*rglted that i E i s i mpassi bl e to determi ne u.ihi ch dr sea=es F,

ectltal 1y referE to (dor-tbt r.Jå= Expressed r-ihether p ÉvÊr-r l:nep¡,\

in its '1epr-osy' 1aurs, this car-tld be trure -rlso of s,fine af the
'di=cherge' laurs. lt waurld seeffi safe to å5c-Lrrï,e il-rat it Fiås

not F's Íntent to describe specificalI;. the less crb.,,itrur=

disorders rnentioned in Le.¡iticurs 15 (e=p. in v=s. :-f,).
Ferhaps F'utged the term'dischar€e': in the broad senge t¡
reier tc å vari ety o{ =e>:ural l y rel eted phy=i cal rji sarder=
lrnc:wn to the Israelite. ]f sor clne csn *gain see F,= LrsE dt
the contra=ting theme= a{ order,,'disorder,, lífeide*th,, in
these parti cul ar cI ¡'unc1 r al.¡s. In gatheri ng *qnd ursi ng thr=

ol der materi al F' i E =ct concerned to hi qhl i ght thi E thenre ti-¡;t
cc,ntradictians cì,ppeår in it= r..rr-itinq= rÉgårdÍnq bo.il_r

'di srharqe' and men=trnati on, t?i)l

LE'.'iticurs lg deale u+ith .i:he f ¡ i¡¿tb) of Lhe ¡:¡¡are

snd the ¡ +¡ (iaÞ-gh.) of the fenr¡,re. ri= ff¡Êñticned *.bcve, rt
þJås nated that the terrn 'di Ecl-rärge' .,¿radi ti cnal .i ;,, ha= been

i nt=rpreted å5 n're;:rni nq both gonorrhea a¡rd irrer-rEtrL!,eti sn. t?1 l
Scholar= hsr'Ê arrived *'t tl-ri= cor-rclur=it:n E\,,=r-r thor-tgh rr¡c,g.t

?r:) . Cf . Le.,,. 15:
?1. See cl-¡åpter

{ iE

tr.rc, p"
i'durrn " 5: i-4 i Le',, .

Ioc-

1ï¡i:4 fu f.i3lJ.?, !r_¡rLg.



retrtr'qni re the f *ct th.rt Lhe ter¡¡r clccLrrE anl y i n a {ew pl ace=.
l¡lsnhanr uirite=:

ïhe nor-rn i= utsed only in thÍs chapter-¡ tl-¡e relate,Jverb "to f1or.'l" is rarE, *,p*rt frorn .L.he standarddescr i pt i on o{ cen*an as å 1 and ,,f 1 owi nq r,i th riri I r,:and hone.¡" (E¡lod. 3:B; trJurrn. 1f,:?7, etc. ) tç"1
rt u^¡ourl d seern thst trEntrl utEi ans r-eqardi ng åny terrn r.lhi ch i e

ursed sE in'freqnently, ëspÊcialty r,rithin ã påE=åçE ås fareiçn
tc' the rncdern reader åE Leviticr-t= 15, might renrain =crner..rhst
rnBrÊ tenati've thsn has been tl-¡e cåsÈ r+ith'regard tt-, r:iiege

1au¡s" ThiE ig particr-rlar1y t¡-ure in liqht øi perceptive
sb=eri'qtions 1Íhe: "with the exception of the {irst paragrsph
i t i s cl ear thst tl-re di scharçes trclrne f ronr the Eeirltal orçsrì =, 

,,

and "ap;rt f rsm the f act thst an abncrnr.-rl di =cl-,ã,rçe f ran¡ ti-¡e

rirale orgån is being describe.d, few specisic detsils år.e giyen
here- "[9i] The f irst paragr-rph cornFrises a Iar-çe år-rd siçni{i-
cant portion ct{ the chapter and i+ "{Êr.i specific detail= årÊ
given" it i= interesting that since the tr¡;:e a{ the sep.L,ur;-

gint, male 'di=charge' has beerl lerrgel ,v åEsc,ci*ted u¡r ti-r çL-n_

orr-hea "

The line- ctt at-gutrnent h-r= rr=ure1 1y prcltre=ded å5' icilûr¡JS"
In Le'¡iticurs 15:i F state= that. il-¡e 'discl-rÃ.rçË, c,,rnes ,,f r3ît
hi s bady" ( I -) Yì l . f'1oEt ccrnrnen'L.atcrs regard the terin
"bod'¡" l-rÊr-E å= å eLrpl-reffiiEirr Íar il-¡e =e¡rutaL ctrqån.t?41 snaith,
follauring this urnderstanding, p¡r-ite= Ehat ,,this i= r,rhy .there

??. þlenhenr: Lg.,,i'ticlt=r p. 
"1g. He rnentisns.ti-rst the verb"tc, flaw" ocrL*-= enL.r,in F'=. 7E:ii¡ì 1i:)5:41 of f1or..lÍnç r,r;ter-,

'end Jer" 4?:4. The te¡-rr¡ fl, hc,u.¡er¡er, is rr=ed also 1n Le.,,"i?:4, See l:.Eo p. :Eri ¡nd BDË, p. 
"a4,91'" l¡lenharn., Lg.,,ititr!!_sr pp. 

"17 :,nd "1A ¡-r==pectivel;..?4" Sc-s F'crter, *Ley,j.ticlr=r ¡tr. 1l{i¡ Hsrl-1EEn, !e,rlt¿ÊLrs¡P" Ibi:t.
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i s the p-er-ti c'*tl er enrpha=i s Én ulhat the sr-rf f Erer si ts c)n r:.rr-

1ie= sr'l'"t95l rhe ternr, hclble.,,er, is c-r very ctrnmEn rne in
llebrew and hss å 'rari et;' af ffrEclr-¡i ng=. Its n¡ost be=i c nrean.i ng

is "f lesh" brrt it utsutalIi,, refer= to the whole badi.,z iLË.,,"

141?) " F'erhap= this nrt:r-E cofïrn¡on nreening shaurld be ffisrE se¡--
i ausl r- consi dered îctt- the parti cul ar conte>rt here"

Ïn F" = very important introdurctarr- csnr¡ent= (.,,8. f,) it
is cIearl'¡ =tated that "this í= the laul of his utnclesrnnegg

far å discherge: ¡lhether his bodr- t.Lrns u¡ith his discl-¡årËe, cr
his bcd'y i= stopped frorn di=charqe, it i= unclÉännee= in
him." The terrn "rLrns,, ( I-ì), literal1..r, rrreåins ,,tt flc-r..r

easily"rtçål r¡hi1e il-¡e terrn "stopped,, ( tr {!), liter:.11.¡
Íneåns "to seal Lrp" or "blclcl,:.,'.E?7J þlheree= ir¡ ver=.8 T .the

dÍ scharge i s "f roin hi = bcd'¡", i n ver-se f, the ,di schar-qe, i-r i,E

"stopped" hi5 body¡ in f*ct, it lras no.t been relea=e.J ål-¡ci

thr-rs "it iE urncleannegs in him." t¡Jith this reedinç cf the
te¡lt the enrpha=i = i E ntr¡ l onger pl aced ún the di sc¡rårge ,¡rhi ch
'lhe bod'¡ relea=es, L:t-tt the di=arderly effects tl-råt cfl-rE u.rrL.!-¡ ir

'di=cl-r ;rge' ei{perience=. coutld F here not be descrÍbing ån.,,,

rnån wlro l-rås sc'mre i ntern.-tl plrysi c*1 di sc,rder , especi el l .r, ås i.L

relates tc, the Eeirurer orqån. rt rray never be pc==:ibIe .Lc:

de'Êine precisely the par-tic'-rlar disarrJer burt th*.L nu=erf nc:.t

de'ker this =tr-rdy. The in'rport.'nt pairrt F,åpFÊårE ta be i-righ-
1 i glrti nq csncErns ,,di sErdEr,, .

Hhereas Le.yiticutE 15:f,-l8 Lrses tl-¡e ternr LÈ in
1

dÊ-li i nç

?5" LE..,i!i srrg Ë,nd l!ggbgr-_=, p.q6. BDE{, p" î-JBl jj'Ë,, F. ã?i_}.
ç7. .EDË, p" f,o7t tr.'!, ir. f,44.

Ts f lor,r 1i1.,: e ,,=Iiiny juice.,,

-L OÕ



r.,i th Ci sorder= rel atEd to .[he 
=extra] ot-qånE, the ,di 

=ch*r-ge 
,

freqltentl.- Ce=cribed in 15:1t-IA deal= =oleIy r.rit,h tl-¡= sn-¡i.E-

5Í trrn af seffien. Cairrnrentetsr= çener-*1 1 ,- ccnti nure ta l.-ÊÇrlrd ti-¡Í =
sectian ås deeling with 'diEcharçe'. hienhanr, a1thar_rqh recrç-
niring that the pl-ËviELts =ectiarr de-=tls i.¡ith "1onç-terrir,, ff¡;.tLÊ

di scharge" notes that veFseç 1ó-14 de*1 uli th ,,tr-årrEi ent n¡al e

di =ch*r-çeE. " t?El rhi s åppraach tr;.r-r Eer-\,,e ta nri srepre5,ent tl-¡e,

på=eågE. It shst-tld be noted that ncrwher-e in tl-ris sectían i=
the terrrr f-/ utsed. The "EnriEsicln" at v=r=e 1ó is literelI.¡ï
interpreted, that '¡rhich "goe= aurt {ram hin¡,, , lr ?,ç ryl l.
The tern¡ 

'-l 
]-ì is utsed f c,r the di=charge n¡entisned in \,,erEË L-J.

The vEl.ses deal i nç u'¡i th the "enri =Ei sn ctt =errrgn,, åre
closely related to the srrcceeding verses dealing u.¡ith tr¡en=*

trltati on i 15: 19-"4) " Tt ha= been arqurec ¡bove thet bl gad þJå.tE

conEidered å life-{trFcÊ ;,nd thereforer åny loss r.¡cr_r1rJ t,ring
¡baut't å =tate al urncl c-ñ,nne=s . l']9 J Furtl-rer , r t n¡lrst be rEffr=rn-

bered that the ancient IErrrell'te þJåE r-reIl å.þrår-e of ri-¡e fsict
that both rnenstrlr;ti c,n and sernen r.Jere requrr red to prtr_
creatÊ"[1iJÍ]l ThereforÊr bctlr sÊnren snd rnen:¿tr,-ratian rnuEt be

con=idered equtal 1y a=. lif e-+ortrE end Ia=E at thi= f tr-tid l.:rlrld
symbol i cal l;, ffieå,n potenti al l oss oi I i f e.

i.'lith this in ri¡ind one cor-rld rrqlre tha.b ,ãcctrrdinq t¡ F j

blat:d in tf-re urterurs Ðr sÈrrlen in il-¡e veqine i= nst utnciÉån.

Olrt ct{ theÍ r 1i {e-gi vi nq envi rcnrnent , hcf u.rever , they becc¡rre

lrncleån" Hr.vÍnq rlade thi= ob=e¡-.,,sticn it r.s nÉcessår-y tr:

I I l¡ ¡

I ar¡i *i ¡-r'c
Ees =i-,r,i¡e FF. 147-15r:l

8:IIt f,E:?"
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nEtE, hEr4e.,'Er- , that tl-re " L os9', trtl bl oacj *nrJ ssrner¡ årÊ i nEVi -
tabl e EtrcLr'-rËncÊs, and nraybe f crr thi = reå=cln, bct,h {.,rm= dí
utnclEånnEse ål'-E l-¡ot cansidered qråvE" Fer-hep= bc=ceur=e the.¡
do not gr*rphi ce1 1 ;r s'¡rnbcl i re di =arder irnd dee+*lr, there i s t-lú

need ts bri nç än c,f f eri ng tc, rïå!:: e atonen¡ent. In thi = cÈrÊ_É

only ura=hinç and the elapse of å certain tÍme peri.od i=
netressåry 4ar cleensing"

l-he s.-,rrnietr'¡ sf chapter 1g is rEff¡år[,: able. F begrn= ilith
the r'ncjre =*rror,= rnale 'di=charÇe'r tl-¡Ên ffiEi.,es .tc drscurs=

f ir=t the lo=s at Ii.fe-force in the rnale and then slEa. il-re

l as= af 1i f e-f or-tre i n the cåEe of the. f emal e. F, cclnË1urde=

i'rhere i t began i wi th å di Ec.tssi sn at the rr'rF seri srrs .rqi 
=-

ch-rrçe' of the =e¡lural trrgån, i n thi = case ,¡li th reg*rrJ Èa the
ferlale. rn ver=Es "E-f,Õ F àppeår= to be concerned partlËLr-
1*rr"1y with n¡enstrut*l disorder. F, c'learI;,, ciir=tinçutiEhes

betu¡een nsrmal end abnorrnal nren=trurati an. Thi s n¡en=trur=.l

disarder re=utIts in F"s resteting m*any ar Ure requrr.-r.ti¡n=

advanced in tl-le first =ection a{ the chapter dealing r.¡rrl-¡ the
iÏrtrrrE =eric,r_rg rnale disarders.

I n Ler¡i t i cuts 15 one eee= that both rnal e ¿rF¡d f errral e

ha'rinq å 'di.schårÇe'r defile their t,ed anrl th.rt r.;hrch ti-r e;,

talrch, P qtre= Ên at qreater lenqth cle=c¡-ibrnq the .¿*ricrrE

iterns rrrade urncLean thr-aurçir contact with the irran i+hs has å
'di Ecl-rarEe' r butt thi E i s prcbebl ¡, nat srn attenrpt b,r, F, ta be

trtrrnprr=henEiver El. pre=ent EÐnre alternative =et cr çurrdelj.nes
{dt- the nraier E\'/er aqarn=t the fen¡aIs,¡ritlr å ,cj i=ch.-trq=..
êcccrrdi rrç to F' sl I ths=e i n csntrrct r-¡i. Ih the r-rnc] ean ¡rrai e Er
{c-rnale sur{fer the =åm= {ste ii.e., urncrÊårne=s) s,¡-¡c s,Í-E

I /r ì



reqLtired ta r'¡a=h their- clothe=, bethe theinsel.,,e= end ¡¡*it
Itntil =veninç ta be cle*,n=ed' Furrther, bcrth rnale ancl ferrral=

sur{{erinq lront å 'dÍstrl-råFçe' f sllour the =å.ffie purr-i n.,¡írrg
prcltress" H-r.,,inq been clean=ed cf .their ,di=ciråt.ge., batl-r ffrLrst

wait =evÊn days, then l.¡aEh their clsthe= and bodies, end rn
the eightlr da'/ o'f{er tc: the priest tr.¡o tr-rrtledc:ves tr,r tu.ro

yoLtng pigeons sc that ã =in of{ering and å burrnt offer-ing fft,i.y

be presented En their behsrt b>, the prie=t, ancJ etonenren.t i:e

rnade ici. 15r 1f,-19 r.¡i ilr 3g-f,i:)) ,

In the lest verEes ctt tl-re chapter, F'prci,ici es *i Elr¡y-rrc-tr,-/

o{ the 1ar,¡= r.¡hiclr *rffirm= the per=pective jurst-- åd.,,årr ced.
Verse I" stateg, "thÍs ie the lar.l for hi¡rr þJi-rc, h;ts å .di=-

charge ' and 'f ot- hi rn plho has ån erni ssi on a{ sernen , becorni nç

urnclean tirereÞy...." The terrn 'di=charqe, l-rÊr* is r_l ,,

rrrhi 1e the term f or enri ssi on i = X Ill. El e*rI ;,, one has here å

di=tinction not only in term end naturre cf lsw butt sls¡ in
the ef f ects a{ uncl r-=ål'11-¡855 and tl-re reqlri rnrents f cr cl e.en=,i ng.

The fir=t and rast part d# ve'.=E f,f, descrit,e the Lrn-

cl egnness i^¡hi ch ctrr¡es f rorn nc,rrne. I rrrenstrurati sn tr,r 1yi. nq u+i th
å nrenstr'*rant. l='iaced betuieen .[hiE cc,ncern is å qenc=r-s1 st*te-
n¡ent a'F utncl e;-tnness r,.¡t-ri ch cÉrnEE f rcrn the seri ct-rE .di 

=charÇ= 
. 

I

be it in å wcrt'rån trf- å nrãnI "{trtr åny one,, ¡nele trr ferr¡gie. i.ll-r c

has rl di=charge i l-1|i... is ltncleç(n.,, Iii:jl.]
In sLtmnråri/ i t wc,t-t1d appear that F i = trcncerned r..ri tf-r å

¡r¡inirnltrn s{ t¡ltr ,li f f erent pl-r;,sica1 contlition=. -ilre trr:¿t e.nd

1e=t trcntrÊr-ng have to da r¡¡iL.h ¡lore serioutE nh;-sical iis_

'l ar1

Gad ile
C+, å si¡r¡ilår
cr-e;,ted hr nr;

F' phra=e j. ¡r Ëen. L: -;7. ', f r¡ tl-re I rnåq= ctnrsie ¡nd f emale He cre;ted .thern.,,
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order-s, EEFËtrial1;- aE they ¡-elate Lc,

bath ¡rral e and f enral e" The =econd c-rFrd

the ine.¿itable dÍschar-ge af seflten .frorn

a4 nren=trlration fcr the þJc,rr¡ã,n.

the se:lura1 El-gat-rE, in

thi¡'d h-rve to da r,;ith

the frr¿{n irr¡cl tl-re peri od

Althor-tgl-r t'-=risutg phy=ic=1 conditionE åFË referred ts,
it r'loutld åppE:-tl- that P'= url'tinrate contrer-n is not ciir-ric=.l or
therape.rtic- F, thinr.ring il-reoroqically and nat nredicall;-,
refer= to tire =e:.rura1 tr'rgåns in årì a.ttenrpt tc,.hiçi-rliqhL thc_

therneE of c'rder and 1 i f e. Any di ssrder i s trcn trar-.;, tc God ,=

original intention for His ,,el{ceedingl.r- gaod,, crÊ"-.ti.un.
Di sorder i n the sex urar org*n , that F*.1 at the búd,/ rna=t

c1o=ely ãssocisted r.¡ith prtr,ct-e;ttion, ,ïåi, he,ve been trtr1_¡=,idered

particutlerli', defilinq becaur=e af itE affÍriation here u..rith

de*¡th. u=ing the sexural realrn, õne å.s basic ta hr-rrnrnr.,: ir-rcr å=

the food reernr, F seer,: s to af{irm order and rife. fill u.;hrci-¡

standE i n con'tr*rst to order ar¡-.rd I i f e må,l.,: Es utncl eån "

þ. Eoncl ur=Í on

In thi= tirst section ctt chapter f ive the Lhenie aí
order./di strr'dL=l- (ct{ u¡hi ch the i deas ctr,ncerni nç i. i f e,rci eeth,
perfectian/imper{ection, 

=tc, aI 1 p1ãr- å, pert,\ h¡i= bee,n 
=hr:urrr

to rel¡ts directly to the m¡in cr,,'utncI regr-rlatians af F,. F, I

i..¡crl:: i¡-rq withi¡-r å ,'fiãbêd thealoq-v,,., EÊel:: e i:a =ef eçurard the
people {rcrn the r+reth o{ à hal .¡ Gcd end does =tr,ay EncciLrr-å.;_

ing thenr ta reprsdurcs haIine=E =.¡mbol 1caIl.¡, in their- Er.Jr-.r

1i --_

the ri¡ain pr_rrit;, ler.re fsll,'r.i the desttl_r at
¡ìbihur r.lho f:.i1eC to di=i:inçui.sh betr^reen hc1,_ and

and t.l-r Lr= died L.JhL=rr ii-¡ 6oij,s prFsEncÊ iLe.,,, 1i_l:!)

i.iaCeÞ ;.nd

prafane frre

" F 3dv;-tt-¡trC-E



the c1."irncl 1al-Je af ter enteri ng thi s epi =ade r¡hi ch i E tc:
entrclLtråçEi ÏsrEeI ts be f¡ithfutl to Ead irr-rd Io ren¡irrd her ta
"be ho1 .¡, f sr I Iyourr Gc,d] aff hc,ly. ', of ctrlLrrEË F, rL=cclçnL:e=
that the hol i nE=E a{ God 's peopl e i s url ti matel r- ã real i t.¡,
on1'¡ in the dispenEatianal (declered,r 

=Én=e snd th,-r= prci\,, 1-
si ons a.e fis.de to atsne {sr il-¡e "holy pl ace, bec:,lrse ct| the
urncleånnes= c{ the people rt{ Isreel ,' (LE',.10:10). F,pc==e,===d

n6 ilIr-rsian= reg*rding the utrti¡na'he ,'hoIinÊs8,, cti the pec,ple,
yet it is F'= deEire that threltgh the pr-rrit;., lai.¡s the peaple
rrright be reminded in ¡lI rtt Ii{e, trf Gsd,s nå.tlr¡.u=r l-ri= pre-

=ence and His r.¡iIl Íar their Iive=.

As the 1i{e at the priest ¡-sr,rsf r,rssl arcrurnd the cr-r1t t .=trt

also is it F"s desire that each Israelite rive 1i{e ln rera.-
ti on Ec, the cul t. A= i t L-Jå= i rnperati ve th"rt the pri es.t I i.,,s
ËvÊr cEnstrioLr= a{ the presEntre a{ Godo =., a1=a l,ierE the
peopl e to n¡odeI thei r 1 i.¡es af ter thi s pri estl ;r pri,l-ã,di çm.
Thi s per=pecti ve gai ns surpport írom.the urnur=lta1 Lrs'= ct the
Heb¡-er'¡ verb ì lì r r.¡hich surqçests "s-itrred Eepå.ration,,, f clrnd
in LeviticLrs 13:f,1. t1ü?l snaith note= that ,.,åi.-iELrs biblicei
trensl*tcrs .fc,utnd this LrEe cf the ulcrd ,lifficutlt s,nd .thn=

tended to LtsE trIì ll rr.Jêrrn).t1ilf,l yet the .ter,rr ,,=åtrr-_d

sepsr¡ition" Ís herL= ut=ed in the canteirt af I=¡-ael Hhere=.e r.¡-l

l'iutrnber= ó:?"Ïr5 and ¿r it is ur=ed in the casE ctt the l.la:-ir-:.tr=

vctl"'J' Isrselr åE thu= r'Ja=irite, is ta Ii',,e in ,,hc,IiFru=s8,,.

It i s F's desi re Lh=it aI I I=raer bs å hsl.y, n¡ti sn. Ë.¡

1 i:):. Snai th , Le.zi t i qurs , p . L.j?. Snai th dEeEtcr åt-gLre {ar å prie=t1y p<radiqrn br-rt his
ver-EE iL does l end surppart ta .thi s .,,i ef.r.1{)fi. JÞid. He çive= nr eirplsnatisn isr thís

not here etterirpt
inter¡:ret"iti¡¡-r af

u-,rcrd chençe.
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f.leepi ng the Eabbath i t i mi tate= Gcd. E;- I i mi ti nq lL=eli tc,
certain nreat=, it al=s inritate= Ead u.¡i-rû sccr=pt= Llie =acri-
fice= af anlv certain ani¡rra1=. F,see[,: = ts =l-jc]i.J il-¡;t in aIl
oí lifE the principle cti Gcci;, o¡-der i= to guride Hi= hctl.l
peap I e. Ts this end alI of Iife i= Eeen å(s 1i.., 1nç in tl_¡e

pre=ence a{ Gad. As the prie=t= 1i.,,ecl r.rithin the cont*¡rt rt{
the cr-rltr sE,sres it is p's desire Ea prorncte this åppro*ch
to 1i {e i n eech Isrsel i te" As God i-- the creator ai c,rder ,

life and perfection, Israe1 þJãs tc live ¡¡¡iil-rin His order,
sf{irnring 1Ífe and gtri'.zing to reflect and reprcd*ce Hi=
perf ecti on. God 's hol y cornrnrrni ty i s not tcr ¡ri x the hc1 ,- Jrnrl

the profene =phere. For rsrael the miiring a.Ç th=se =pher-es
not anl y mål': es utnc 1Eän r br-tt trån al sa thre*ten her .,,8r-y ei{ 1 =-
L----LËI ILE.

E'' Ç-LEÊ! Ê!! -uu-clEÊrr fHJrrEl!ç Êgl' lfLrEE EEF-u-LÊ.rJ!r-!g Ii! E

In er:an¡ining the baEic cl,iurncl 1¡u¡s fsurncJ in Lr=viticr_r=

11-15 referFnce Hå,Ë rnade ts other lews in this bsc[,: år-¡c i.n

l'JurnberE that relate ts the=e lau.lg. F,:¡- e>:arnple. in Leviticn=
t7 clne f i nds reçltl Etti ons concerned i^ri th the sl eurghter a{
eniriral=, that --åcl.i+ice= nat i:e m=tde ts,,=åtyr-E,,,rnd that the
bl aad be di =posed of i n tl-re prtrper L.Jåy. Here cfne al so f i nds
r==t:'-r cti an= rÊgårdi nç the ccn=urnrpti cn of rne*t ,,r.,rÍ th i ts
bIssd," In LE"'iticr-ts !i-:: snd r.runrbers Õ cne .trnd= å ho=t ¡f
c1,"urnc1 1al.,= (diEcur=sec :,bove,l speci iical 1-v related ta the
prie=t= and the i'.la¡irite. Ae Is,-sel i= ts re=trrct rt=
csntact ni th el t that ffiår:: Es ûnÊ urncl eån , =c, er =,, å,-Ê th=
prÍe=ts *nd tl-re l'.Jararite ta eep*,r.i..te thein=el.,,e= strictl;,, {-rorn

al l utncl EannÊ95. In tl-¡Ê=E 'tl'¡c, pås=åqÉs,, elE ¡lel I ås i n lilurr¡rber=

I ;L



r? ånd i1, the theme at contact l-rith the dEarJ is
The dead cclrpse at ån ;,nirnal end e=pecis'lIy Ë_r

con=idered å =tronE scjLtr-cÊ af urncleãnnEs=" AlI i
to restr i ct tl-¡ei r contqct r+i th the dead "

signific.-tnt.

hurnran , i =
n Israel årF

o+ cclLtr=er the=e rar.rs relate directly to the cr,iurricl
I ar-¿s di scut=sed at:ove. In LE',,i ti cute 1g-:(:t, htrrr.,lÊver , there
e:rist å host af 1ew= i-¡r-¡ich deal r,lith a.,,ariety of ctr,ntrÉrn=.

The=e 1eu-.¡sr ålthar-tgh nat directlr- related 1:o r:he cI¡,urnci
regutletion=, do, neverthele==, frequrentl.y, *rrph=-r=i:e Lhe 

=árne
thenre ås that foutnd ts be prevelant in .bhe c1,,, l¡-rcI lar.,rs. ïn
the fc'l1cru'rinq diEcutssion these lar.¡= wiil be relaterj ts il-re

broad theine of order' Eref are eirarnining il-¡Ern Í t i s necÊE=à,r-i,

bri etl y to csnrnrent cln the di Eti nc t bc;d,,, of I al.¡ r.ii thi n ull-r i ch

they åre fonnd.

It r'iå= noted ebo.¡e that F,, wor!,: inq in the eirilic úr
post-exilic period, incorporated å v-rriety af older rn;,t_eri*rl .

A very si gni f i cant 1ega1 cgt.pLre en¡beclded i n F, i s tne =trr-
csl 1ed HcI i ness cøde (H) of Levi ti c¡r= 17-?b. It þrãE r+. r,:.I os_
ternrann u¡ho f i r=t recE€ni red thi s å= ån i ndependent 1 i ter;r.r-
utnit Ernd Eå1'/e it the nairre Hc¿-L l-gligl-qåg.Ë.gÊ!å. t 1i:)4r rhi =. nåffiÊ

t'åg çir'ren to it becaurse øt the te¡lt ,s Íreqlrent csl 1 {er
l=rael to be holy.

ïaday, the ma jo¡-r ty
ori çinaI 1 y independent.

schsl ars i.ll-rci, because at

consider Le.¡iticlrs l7-"å

a{ schol arE conti nure to req;rd H :,g
'i et 'there rernai n sc.rre i irrpart:nt
inåny =i mi l srr ti es i-l Eh;lre= r.rr th F,,

ås nc¿\,/Ér l-rã..",i nç e;.1 i =t=C s,I ¡n=.

1i:14" "Fei tr-rçe
¿.tlh.[ f,8 ( 1877'.t

rLu- EntEtehlrngeqe=chicht= des
, 4f:) 1-445.

i:'ent;'tELlchs, "



Rati-¡er they regard H ås beinç in ariqinrl pã.Fr- sf I-,.t1i:i5l
Schsl ers l.¡hs a==i gn F' to a pre-ei{ i l i c date el scl tend ta eee

lrrcll'e similer-itie= then di+ferÊnce=. l'1i1qrtrnre l=r e:,.renrpIe,

r¡rites: "ch. 17, tl-¡e al leqed t,eqinninq o{ the c¡de, is ctrn-
nected thematic;1 Iy and .verbalIy r.¡ith .il-re Fretredrnq ci-rap-

ter=. "[1tJó] u+ the f inal tpro chapter= in Leviticr-rs he r.¡rit-e=;

Ch=. "5-:ó, the a1 leged contrllr=icn,, Ëarnr ån inde_pendent =croI 1, tc, jurdge bi, the utniqlte ,,,rcå,burlåryr
thenre, " . " snd redaction, " " . Nonethel e*-s, rrrr_rcho{ the langurage and EoffiÊ ideag in chs. t7_"â differr^¡ith the first part of Le.,,iticr-rs. I'lci=t Iil,: el¡- F,incorparated intc the=e chapters an earrier dcc.t-

rnent urhich might be called thc= lJc¡1ir-rÊ=s St:r-u-ce" Ili:j7]
In Þli1gram's treatrnent of H, rnrrch dcurbt iE Éiípr-e=Eed .-tbcr-rt i.t
being ån originally independent entiE¡,. l'1ilçrcm äppe;¡.r:= to
reqard Le.¡i ti clrs 17-=6 as 1er-gel.y å produrct ctt F, r.rhr ch , he=

concedes¡ lil': gly ursed the H so¡.r¡-ce in it= u.lritinçs.

It is not the ta=l': ai this str-tdy to y-e.¡ier.r s,rrcl E?.,,a1i-rate

the criteria used to =et H apart frc,rn F,, trr- ta cor-r=rde.r* ti-re

original fsrrn øf H. t¡Jith regarrJ tc¡ the latter pcrnt.,
B{]ecl:er r,.¡rites: "There åre alrnost å= rnån7u .il-rEse5 J1E ti-r erÊ års
eutthor=--"81i-¡8 1 Ê==utrning the stå,ndard criticei.¡ieFJ,, th*.t ll Lg

ån olderr ot.iginaJ. l.¡ independent entity, it is ne.,,erti-rÊle==

i mportsnt to remen¡ber that thene åre secti an= l..rhr cl-¡ å.re

1ir5. See ElLi€etrr LLÞ./iticr-r=, pp" I4-:Ì:¡ land
Er: i sten= deg =oqenannten 'Hei I i qi:ei tsge=et: eE,,5t:17-f,1ó. Accordi nç to L^jagner the prarni nenttheme of Israel bei nç brauqht outt ctt Egr-pta{ter God's haline== i=ee Le.,,. 11¡4Ei 1?tió¡i5rf,B, rl?, 551 iå:13, 4=), f its i..¡el I inta thewer[l. Thi= has prompted r.isgner to see Eirodr-ts

"ó åE å urnified, cohe=i.,,e piece.
1i:)6. "Le.,,i ti cLr=, ,' lqÉA il.lssh,.,i I I el ¡ibi ngdan , J.

1i:r7. lELd,_
1i:i8, Leu¡ end !l:e Êdnriniçtratign, p. Ig7.

!/. bJaqnc=r, "ZLiF
' " ZÊtJ ãð i L'17+) ,
and per.za=i ve
:rnd tol1al.ri ng

"ir lIJl îf,r 4ï;
1*rçer F' fr¡rne-
"5 Lcj Le.,,i ti cr_r=

a/ð,t \ td. 3+.:,"
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c1earl;', 1*te snd re{Iect the exilic period,,tl{j?l H þrås not
incarporated r..¡ha1esale b'r, F' and this í= n¡ade abviarr= ú.y, the
"sFries dl edditÍons i+l-rich betr-*-r- the nrentelit.¡ a.f F,",,f 11i:¡l

H" Gr-sf Fleventl ou.l ha= noted that {reqr-rentl y H i = clverþJrr:r-rqht

so thorar-tql-r1y b'y F''hhat it åpFeårs impas=Íblu= tci disen'lanqle
the two. t111l For c,LIF pLtrpase= it i= encurgh to nrentisn that
H r sl thoutqh ori gi rial 1y i. ndependent , hae been rer.icrr-l,: erl .ts the
deçree that it ntrrþr clear1;, sts,nde in Line ni.Eh F,,= brc;rJ=r
thec,l tr€y.

According tc, Fje.¿entlor-l , l{ iE be=t csnEicJ ere¡ É purblrc

warship dscltrnent ("ein çattesdienstliche= Dol::r-rment") r.¡hich

=tenr= f rorn the the earl y Isrrel i te cor,,enånt {esti',,ål s. t 11?l

lle =utgqe=ts f ttrther that the presen tati an r¡f l-Ê.,,i ti cur= 17-:!à
shows that the r aws evc, 1i,ed i n I srael 's cutr t c,vc-r c. 1 crrg

peri od a{ ti me. t l1f,1 He uses the ånål Êgrv a{ å l:.€r-t-r L=l l:cr

which nrutch has been added Ðver the yeåFE.

In e>rarnining the messaqg a{ rJ (nor+ LD F,), it ie irnpcr-
tant to note il-iat e.,,err-thinq i= dir-ectly reI;rted ts God.g

holinÊE=. This þJas particurlarly cle;r ;,1=a r:i F,,s tre=ttn¡sn,t

ø{ the rne*t l aws, r.rhere i t þJc-rs arguted thet G¡c ,= hal Í neE=,

and the s'trctrrïpånyi nq then¡e= r:f srder end 1 Í f e,, El-= !,: Èy

trgl-rCEpt= needed to LtnCErl,/Er- thei¡- ratir:nsls. BoECI:: -t- €iËcLi._

rateJ.'¡ ELrm,r¡€{r-iru=s H þJl-rÊn he =lrqqe=ts: "J:.hl.lÉh,= l-¡ci1 rFre.s= 1=

1{:)9" 5ec- l_É',,. "o:A4-4ä.1 1i:! " Foec h er , L¡u ¡nË. Lb.e åd.ql!.L=ËLts!.i q[, p . 187 .
111 " Dg= H9r-Lrq.f,g1-t=q.ÊF.e!=- il'.lelrl-':i rchen: I'ierrl:i rchener- r./erI;.ç 

,1?å1) ." p" 74. Fier,,entltr¡¡ i:eliÊ\./es that ,'H i¡r¡ sinne vBT¡ F, uri:erarbeitet i=t, denn i-rier sind l-j ulnd F,sc, Ënq versclriurnqen,dsss eil-r e EnEwir-rLrnE qå,rnicht mei-¡r moql j.ch er=cheint,,,
L 1:. !Þ.f_d.. , p " f,i:l "11f," !!.t_d.,_
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ctrn€tåntIy beinç narned ås the bacl.,: erournd ídr tl_r e demarr d {dr
holinee= {ram the peaple, ã helinss= ts be reali.:ed thrcurqh
ba'th social jr-rstics snd cr_rltic ef{ari:.,'C1141

þJhereas "ethical" ånd ,'nrcfr-41 ', corr Eerns c-tr,-Ê freqlrentl.;,
rel atr'=d to God 's cEtrrrrrånd¡r¡ent= å= f olrnd i n the .,,åri úLrg deca-
logure=, H.6. Reventloi-r, in his =turd,¡ a{ the H, h:tE arçued
that with regard to Le'¿iticut= tq onE f incl= her= h,oth ,,ethic.q.L,,

and "r-itttal" ctr,¡rcerr¡s r,¡ibh nc, distinctian be.tr¡eer-r the
ti'¡o' t 1 151 Al thor-rgh F Í s concerned wi th il-re proFer {urncti arri rrç

of the curltu it= ritural cÐncer-ns e1=o have e.thic*l end=, ÊiI
ct-tltic and ritr-ra1 symbolism is directlr* relatecl tc, =thical
1 i vi ng and, å5 t'JãrE noted above, ccncept= 1 i tle utncl Eånñe=s :.nc

sin å,t-e freqr_rently indistrnqurishable.

Efefare fccut=ing on the variour= 1al"re ffrerrtj.sned Ln l_=.,,Í-

ticr-rs 1A-"(:i it is necEssåry ta n¡al,: e Etrme gene¡-s1 ccmrnent=

reqardinq the cc,ntent o{ the=e chaptÊ,-s. Thi^or_rgholrt thÍ=
di'¡erse 1eç*1 nrsteri al P's char*cteri sti c pl-rråEe, ,,f ånr the
Lard yoLrr God," or "f ånr the Lclrd," iE r¡entianed tl+enty-fourr
tinres.tllðl Thi= csn=t;,nt renrinder .that ,,r åri-r the Lord y{f,Lrr

Ggd" cån be csnsider-ed the n¡c,tii,e claurse {ar i,: eÊp1nÇ the
vs,riclt= l¡,u.rs.t1i7l Gsd had chssen I=rae1 and rrE[.J e:lpect= her
tc irrritate hinr, "5ay ts the congrEqåtir:n o.f ti-re people oi
fs¡'eelo Yout sh*l1 be holyi for I tl-¡e Lcrd iJtrLrr God ,årî¡ hc1,,,,,

114. Lew and lle ÊËCÀnÀ-E![åtign, p. 1E?.
1 15. D! e He! 1_f g-U eÀ!-=g.€S.€t==- , p . 7 4
11ð. Lev. 1ã: iu4rF.,ér!1', jr) i IS: ?, f ,4, 1{:). 11, 14,f,1.,f,?, i4, i7i îr:): 7r !4r!É.
! 17 . Foecl,:er , i n Lri¡ ;tnd f¡e Ê_dn,!¡j=!r-e!_f gn
al strr noted Lhat b,,, f reqr_rentJ.;, pointr,-rq Lo
i-¡ol i nÊgs thgrne, H ,,çi vu== ån i mpr-ES=lÐrr
ctrirrpi r=ti c,r¡. "

1þ. i G',:5, iE,.Iir,

''P. Iã-f j. fiåE
Gad snd the

a t- utn i t ;,, sncj

!,,(a



iLev" 1?:?)" In discurs=inq the =tanderd c1 ,,LtnEl Iau.¡s it þJå=

noted hou'r Êåtr1-¡ related dir-ectl y to ån lrnde:-=t.rnding aí Gad"

Thi s i s tr-ure el sa {or the=e 1 ar.ls "

Another therne ernpl-r-esi:ed freqltently in Le.,,ibicr-t= lg-:{:)
prchibit= isr*eI {rorn follatuing the prÈìctice= of the c¡-rel-
neti ans burt, "yoLr =hal I ds ffr/ ardi nånceE and h: Êep ffi,r, =t._t.turte=
and ¡¡stl[:: in thern. " rit =iir occ;r=ion= is this t_henre st¡-e==ed
i n the=e i:hree chapter =. t 1 1g -r

ïhror-rgh the y=år= I=rae1 had cûrnpi r ed rnåny dtt{=rent
l¡u'¡s t'¡hich it regarded å,8 ar-tthoritati.¿e. The 1eu.rs acvenced
here =ho.tl d , hcwe.¡er , not be consi der ed aE a ccniprehensi ve
list- Jr-r=t ås the e:<plicit c1,¡urncr regutr*rtions {:ån nst be
considered ån att=mpt to dear with the surbject in ån a1i-
inclLrsi"'e {a=hicn, so also rnutst one reçard these Iarrr=, r-cr-

gether the lews r,,rerl furnction to repre=ent s,ymbcric*rr.¡, the
braad theme a'F srder, in its treatn¡ent of ,,rerÊ,tisnshiFE,,.

In chapter 1E tctt'bidden sexural relatic:nE å,rt= curttined"
The text cleerly ass'ciates these forbidden pr-*c.t1cFs wril-r
foreign natiøns i18:3, jiJ). Althoutgh there e:ri=t= here å

de{inite pclenric ågain=t the other natisn= the r-¡-ttiorl*t* be-
hind the prohÍbitian of the=e practlces is ta be foltnd in
I=¡-ee1's Ëod ¡nd nar: it= neigrrbar-=" I=reer is r-¡at ta rinitsts
ii= nerghbar= burt its rfcd. rn F,'= urnderstanding at Gc,d c,-re

cån { j. nd i t= r-rti anel e f or the prorri bÍ ti on ct these :exr-rel
prsc'{:ices.

TL-ttfH

chepter.

openi.nq {i'¿e ver5E5 forn¡ the intrcdurctic,n tr: ti¡i=
ï=r¡el l s tc i mi tate God and r-rtrt i ts nei qhbc,r=, *nd
1B:4r5,ór:.[ 1.:ii:]¡ 1?: 1?l :i:]:A,i?.1]tr I ¡.,



in sr doinç "shå.1 1 Li.¿Ê" iL?:5). Ês the stl-rer nstrcrn= had

def iled thernselve= úy these practlEÊe *=tnd had thuts Þeen ca=t
ot-tt a{ the l and t Eü I=rael u.¡ct-r1d be cEtst ourt i,,.,,trn¡ i ted ourt I ,,)

if it did not obey Esd's ccrn¡n¡;.nd= i1?:ia-:B)" obedj.ence .Ls

Gsd 's wi 11 u¡surl d bri nq ardered and çood l i {e, Di gabedi enc=

woutld bring di.sorder and dee.th. -fhe land it=eIf l^.rar-tld beccr¡e
i-rnclean tr?z?7) and "vcrrit aut its inhsbitent=,, (1?:?5)" Lend

symbol i:ed 1i f e and wer l-bei.nç .Êor the Israer. ite, l_ 11?l enrl it
t'Jåe 1ife r.rhich God =ourqht to give his peaple. Disalf,edi=nce
wot'tl d bri ng death, and bei ng cast out o{ the r and, bei ng

landleg=, nre*nt 1o=s ct{ identity and secLrr-it.¡t1:ill In {ect,
l andl es=ne== url ti matel y i s cl açel i, åsscËi ate,l r.ri th hapeÌ e==_
ness and death. L 1i1 l

The rest dÍ Lei,i ti curs 1g deer E e.xpr i ci tly r.ri th f orbi d_

den se:<ural rel:tti(:,n=. Seilrtel relatior-rs r.uith the nrernbers øt
Ene'E eirtended f anri 1 y , se¡lLrel rel:rti ans wi th clnË ,5 aÞJn =Ei{ ,,

bestiality and cr-rltic pra=titurtion ã,,.Ê aLI densurnced. Thev

*i,r-Ë cantrary to God, =v,rnÞoliring dissrder, and ãre, there_
fore, prahibited. Severe pr-rnisl-i¡rrent and =ornetinre= ta.tsl
jutdgernent is handed dot'rn Ltpon those wha trsn=qre== the=e Is,l+E

r'LEv" i{-t't '

As þJås ¡r¡enti aned sbcve, the I ai-.ls år= nst ctrrnprehen=i..,,e:

the-v do nc,t desl e:rhalr=ti.,,eI;- wj.th al 1 pa==ibj.e se;.rLtei cl r?.,,iå_

tisn=' They åi-e best utnder=taod ás rFFt-e=Entetj.i,,e Ef =.E¡rur*j
cffences. Fc,r e:rarnple, in'il-re errtended f*rrrrr.,7 1*r+= i_here r.=

l.I?. þlal tei-
l'4 t J \ F. lL 

'. 
t , .1 P. 4.

i:f:1. Jbid. r

1?1. Ibj.d.,

Etrr-reqgenrgrrn r

lJlJ . Þ-1 .
plJ. .,Liê-1.:,' .

The Lclnd

l Ai:)

iFhr I sdel phi a: Fcrtre== 
"



nÕ Frohibitisn açainst Ee¡llta1 interccrLrrEe r.rith one'e- cl *urgl-r -
ter, the wif e a+ å nepher.r, å f ather's nepher,l'= ,¡if e, clne'=

grsndmother tt- niece. Other clsse r-el"-ttisn= csur.td be r¡et-r-

tioned. Of {utrther intere=t a1=c i= ti-rat trne trån find in the
pstrÍarchal Etaries inf rinqen¡ents aqainst theee 1sr.¡E. t1:rl
Yet i t risurl d åppÊar thst F 's nra jcr troncern here i s ncit tc,

ot-tt1Ír¡e s11 the dif+erent illicit Eexutal relst'ticns pa==ib1e

bt-tt ts create order r..¡i thi n the e:rtended {ami 1 .¡ end i erqer

cclrfi¡'nLrnity. It is welI FÊtrclgni=ed th-et illicit sexural rela-
tion=hip=,, e=pecia1l'¡ in s¡r¡aller conrff¡Lrnitie=, qenerelI.¡ breel.

=oci a1 conventi ons and Flre\,/eFr t dornesti c harnrcrr-r y,. t 1rf,l
Althautgh the ovel-riding contrern at F is tc, slrtiine

illicit Ee:rual relationsr verse 1a clearI'.¡ plsce= å strong
ernpha=i s Gn both "Ltncclveri ng her nË{1.,: edne--s u..rl-ri i e h=r- si =ter
í= yet å1i.,,e" ånd cln not tal,: ing ',a l4Ðffrå,n åE e rival r.¡r.i:e tc
her sister. " Thst this type o{ ri.,,a1r:,, lrlsurld .rlso cre=.te

=oci al di sorder i s ¡rel l sttested i n ilre Bi bl et l tr4l

Le'viticu= 1811?-"f, or-rtlines f i.¡e f rrrther se;,rlre.l sf -
fence= u¡hic!-r åre cc,nsiderc-d ås diEorder=" se:rut=I int=r-
cÐLtrsc- l'ri th 3 nrenst¡'uant has been d i scutssetl ebcl,e. 

-,r*=r 

== i:
prahibi E= se::ur;1 interctr,Lrrse u¡ith the neighbar.s ,¡rif e. f,=

=e>lu¡i relation= r'lith å re1ati.,¿e cirñ create dr=E=rir=icr-r i^rr1:hrr-¡

the e:ltended {enrii'¡ =ct ;tl=a cån othEr e:ltrå-ffiåt-rt¡l r-=Ie-iian-

=hips disrr-tpt the 1arçer cifmrnLrnity" F,.-*ppeår= u..¡e.Ll å,,{clr-E ct

1:". Cf , Le.¡,
I .1T ñr- 

--L.--a¿.-,! ,tLt=l_rttet I

Thei r- Setti nq,
134. See Gen.

18r 18 u¡i-uh Gen.
F. Ei ççer- , " The
" JEL çãi197?jI

4.t,Iot 1-ó¡ f,i-t,'1;

?4. ,, a-,' lrJ¡

Fami r y r-er.is 3* 
-1.=',.J,. 

l::J,=
p. r7-t-.

I 5;,m. 1:ó.*7.

1A l.r-I
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the r.rrath r.¡i th whi ch å j eal ct_r= hursband

i te prcverbs, toc,, såtJ the pctr.=nti sl
lence in urnlar,¡futl =e>llral relatisng:

cãn act"t1:51 Ig¡-aeI-

f sr di =order ancJ vi s-

He whc camnrits adurl ter.¡ has nE sÊnseå
he urho dae= it de=troy= him=elf ,

l¡lournds and Ci shonoutr wi 11 he get,
and hi = di =çre.ce r,ti 11 net be uii ped åL.Ja'i/.

For jealot-ts/il rngrl::Es å mår¡ futritLtE,
and he wi 11 not e-på,rE u¡hen he te[:: es r-evenqe.

Vi ol enrE s.nd =aci al di sorder

of adurl tery.

F'rcr.¿erbs" f ¡ f,ï-ji1.

ÞJeï-e prob=tb1.¡ å treqnent r==uri,c

In F 's treatment st e::tr*-T¡¡s,ri tal r=1. å-r-i gn= r t åppEår-=

to a1Eo enrphasire that people in .,,åt-íclLrs reIaticnsl-rip= år-F:

tied together' Those individurals rnc-ntianed in .,,Er--es ¿r-1g

are, in fact, described aE e:,<tensions of cthers ie.E., ,,.¡úLrr

b¡"other's u¡i{e i= ysLrr brother'E nå!,: edness,,). ficccrding
to F illicit se>luta1 relations are å direct irrfrlnÇrïrÉFrt, Lrptrn

the ri ghts si c,ther i ndi vi dnal e Er ssci al çrtrLrp=.

In Levi'ticur= 1B¡il. the devation of c,ne,s children ts
i'lolech i= proscribed" Forter writes that, ,,Etrictl.y epeä!:: inç,
thi= veÍ-Ee has nothinç to do r,¡itr-r EEi{Lr:-rr ciffencEl="".,,.f .[i5¡
Snaith rbserr.ze=,, htrrþ¡ever, tha.t, ',it is =ignifÍcant that thi=
ref erence to the chi I dren and the l'1o1ech cr_tlt octrLlrE tf-re

middle a4 å series at prchillitipns ai ilIegeI s=;.rr-rsl irrt=r-
crLrrEe. " I L?7] He slrgqest= rather that paren.L,= q=.ve th=re
chi l dren to pri e=t= i.¡hs =.¡rrbo! i c:11;, de.,,o.ted the chi r drE.n to
l'lolech tr',v i.lall.: ing r.¡ith thern betr.¡een tr.¡o iires. l=ltr.ti-¡er he

115" F' th.ts pravides å nEn-vr.s1ent åFprcaci¡ to q(FFÊåse il-¡r=hr-rEbsnd (l'h-rmber= E: 11-:g) .
1:b, Ler,ÍticurE, p" 148.
L"7. Le.,,lticuts, F" 1"8,



i,Jrites th*rt tl-re children þiers prrbably ,,qi./=r-r t-a tir e aurtharr-
ties et the shrine ta be treined ã(E tenrple pro=titurte=., n¡ale

snd femalF."f 1?Al This inter-pretcrL,ion u^lcurld be mct-È in Lreep-

inq with r'¡hat has been =eid tl-rLrs iar. Cr-tltic prosti.tur-,-ion

woutl d hå"'E been sharnef utl i dal atry arid i t r^¡crutl C al so h¡ive

represented di Ec'rderl y =exutal rel ati ons, Þlan and u¡i f = r.JÊr= ta
"betrtrrne clne flesh" (Gen. ?¡i4)" Hr-rnrani.E;, r.JÊ,s tc Ii.,,e in
harrnany together eccording ta God'= de=iqn, anci cr_tltic Frtrr=-

titt-t'tion, if in f act practiced, t13?l i+or-tId hã,'yE r-ËprÊEerrtEd rl

re.¿ol t agai n=t Gad 's i ntenti ons

l-iornsse;rltal i ty and þesti aI i ty, 'tao, rËFre=ented ån ¡tteci.,:

agei n=t Gcrd's cre;,ted arder (Ler,. 1g: ""-"f,) . God had ci-eeted

each accordi ng to i ts l<i nd end each L.JåE ta hä.,,p sei:ltal reI ¡-
tions r"¡ith the oppcrsite sex of its EþJn kind. This 1

for hutmanity iGen. 3:34), and in F,'s fiood -atrcELu-r.l thi

truts

c ic

eqlrally trure of the :,nirnal world (Gen. ó;19", 7:1,¡). All
prohibited se;<utal relations are defÍling br-rt homcEe:r,-telrt.¡

;tnd esFetri a1 1y besti a1 i t.7 i s cc,nsi dered ån ,,åltrcnri nat i,¡n,,
(,1?ytnl and å r'perrrer=ion',( Þf.T). The f irst r..¡srd Irter¡1 r.,,

rnÊåns "disgur=tinq" and the eecond, ',cc,nfur=isn or- rni¡r.Li_rre,,,

These practi cee åre descri bed ú.,, F, ås .ì di =gureti nq cc,n{Lrsltrn

o{ the di vi ne orCer r.¡h i ch God haE createC.

1"4. It'ld. 5ee fsa. 37tg and Jer. f,r.f,5.
12?. ., T P *ld ny:P have tradi ti anal t;, been i nterprr=ted åsmale and fernele t=nrp1e-prastitr-tte,respectivel ,¡ (see EDE, F.B7êl and t.J. Eaeb, '¡l:'rÐsitituticn,,, IDE, r/o] " ï ilrjash,¡i. Ile¡Abinqdan? 1?ó:), pp" ?f,1-?r4). '/et in s trûnversetron ,¡rith
Frsf Êss'r- Saurl o1 .¡an he rnade the obser.¡a.t j sn tl-¡e.t tnetr'lc Hebrer+ terrn= ref er onl;., to inalc- end ien¡are culiticper=cnneI , =et epart for temple =ervice, j-hurs ire :¡lrtisn=açain=t interpreting the Hebrer.¡ term= å= refL=renËË= ta cr-ilticprostiturtes, l.Jou-;here r. s prcstiturti sn e:lp1 icitl ;., s.Leted.

I U.-¡



Ïhe tern¡, "cgnf Ltgicn" Er- "lïii{tLtre',, tr,ccLtr-= clnf .,, 1n gne

other Fås=å€e" In Levit-icurs rr:):1: it i= aqain urEed ts des-
cr j' be the =e:lltal i nts¡'trsltrse beti-¡een å, nrãn ã.F¡d hi = dautght=r-
in-Iat'¡" For F, sny pr-r'Ltinq 'tciqc-ther o¡- ,'rn*,!ling Ene,, dt thEtt

l'Jhi ch Ead l-¡.is i ntended e= =epsrate i-- å.n abami nsbl e canf ,-r-

=i on of God 's di'¡í ne crder, t lf,()l In Ler,,i ti cr_rs lij the deati-r

penal ty i = preStrri bed {ar ffiå.ny d{ tl-¡ e --e¡lural s{f ence= men-

tioned in chspter 18.

Leviticurs 1g:?4-f,t-) reFresent the cEntrlurding =r.rharta-
ti c,ns ed'¡enced b),, F wi th regard to the se:.ruts,I practi ce= at
the foreign natiLlns. Here onÊ finds å finsl cLrrs= L.Fcn sIl
thr¡se who u+ot-t1d transg¡-ess egsin=t 6c,d'E =t*rturte= and å ia=.i:

ren¡inder Ín the chapter that "r arn the Lard yúLu- Grd.,,rigein
the f ocu= is trn Eod. E'ven thaurgh rnåny of these lar.¡= trån be

consi dered åE a pal enri c aqai nst {orei qn practi ces, i t å,pp€:årg

that F''s conce¡-n {or di vi ne c,rder , harmany an,l å peåceiurl

1ife wi11 lrave, hoÞJe./er, played å larger role in =hepinq the
presen't 1,=l'J=" ê1 I uthich perverts rtnd con{Lr=es Gad'e rrrt=nded

arder i s regs,rded as aban¡inebl e.

all tl-¡e't i= centrar;, to Gcrd.

It rÊpre=ents ='i'nbz! i ceI 1y

This is trute also o{ tl-¡e'¡åriours lal-¡g ¡lhrch Íîic-rl,t E Lrp

Le'viticr-rE 19. F' hes ettempted tcl t,re the v-crisLrE Iar.¡=

tc'qether r,rith ite di=tinctive phra=e ,, I årïr the Lrlrd. ,, r-he

chapter- begin= nith "And the Lord said to Þlssr==r .så¡,, to ar.L

the Êtrn€l-eqatian"' ã,nd conclurdes r.¡ith, ',r1Frd yÊLr =halr ab=er1,,E

1f,i-r. Eriqger, in "ThE Farrrily Lsu-Jsr', icrloi.is Dcurgrag, =rrrphe=i=trn bcd;' i.==ures. He =Lrqqe=t= that *II the s=xur*lI .1,ir.rs 
¡,r-econcerned u-¡i tir the "nri =Lrse ctt EÊff¡en,, ¡,nd ,,ti-lÊ rrri x Í ng oi: di f _ferent tr-pes of =En¡En in the receptii,e anÍrnal cr- L.J13tïrå,n,, iF.:i-!f,) .
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å1 I rrty st*ture= snd al I my r:rdinåces, and do them: I åffi il-re

Lc'rd. " As i n the previ c,uts chapter- the url ti rrrc-ttE ir¡oti vator
encoLrraçi ng the peopl e to abey God '= I år^¡s i s Gcd Hi msel f .

Thi s chapter , whi ch t',*= ¡*=r., reqarded å= the 'pri *=tI y

decal trgLre' ï t 1f,1 I ta[,: es trn ån ,'åpc]di cti c end preriomi nc-tntl y

neqative f arn¡" irr its or-rtrining d{ thirty clr sc, rar.lE. t1f,"1
Forter nstes:

Li[,: e maEt ancient co]lectisns a{ 1auls, ther= is nE
c 1 ear o.. '1 

oç i cal order i n the r{åy the ccrrnnrs,nd= s.reset c¡nt rr nene r åt l east , that r,Je csn dr scoverburt the trûrnpi l er si mpI y stri nq= together I ccsel ywhat FJå,= availsbte tc, hÍm. Hi= abjective þJa= L,cpreserve i.rhst he courld o{ the old 1eça1 traditian=tram thc- r.JÍ-ectr of the national 1ife, that ti-¡Êymiçht únre rnclre pravide the strurctlrre f cr the re-.;ived Israe1 he haped to see. t lf,f,1

Ïn thi s chapter onÉ f i nds both cr-rl ti c requti rernent= and ethi -
c;1 obligetions tied clcsely tage.Eher. Al.thaurqh L.re rrrrgh.t

rnake thi= dÍstinctiono F doe= not, since it reç*rd= *ii 1:r.r

åE based in the di.yine orderinç at life.
F' beqi ns wi th ån i nr¡i tati an to i rri tate Gsd 's l-¡ËI i i-¡ESÊ

('vs. ?) and to rernain f aithf url to l-rinr (vs. 4). Elhicel
obligaticn= iFe"'erentre of parents), and currtic rÊq1.rlrEirrer-r.L=

( 
F,: eEpi ng a{ the sabba'il-r ) , äFe both ccrngi dered ã5 i ndi cetsr=

of hol i ne=s- Aqai n these 1ar..rs år-E br:ãst i nterpreted å,=

repreç'entative oi sll at God 's I aur= r^¡hi ch L.ieFe tc creete
divinely ordered lÍfe.

Verse= 5-B deal r¡r th requtl ati ons r-egårCi nç the e;ti ng

l r-.----vErEEs 't- I il g're aI Eo cc,ntrerneC r,.lr th
the f aod {sr the poclr , the q.l eenL nqs

El1i EÊr r Levi ti clt=, F. :55.
F'crter , Le.,,i ti cuts, p. 191
¿IJJ. LI,

s{ the Featre offerinq"

foodo i:urt here it is
I -:{

.t ..:'.-' .
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*rf ter the harvest, rr.lhÍ ch trclncernci r-, " Yçur sh a l-i not Ste a I rr

begins the ne:lt =et sf 1au^¡=. Jurst åE reapinq ,,.¡,rLrr {ieId ta
its r"ery bOrder" ånd strippirr q ,';-clLlr .,,ineyard bã.rÊr,, u.lourld be

to steal fron¡ the pclorr sE tl-¡e theme continr-res in r/erses 11-
1î. To steal , deal falsely, lie (r^rhich is ,,tc, 

=r.Je€(r by nr/

nalfiÊ f a1 sely") al t pronrote di=arder and cc,n{ursian Eince the;,
represent the opposite to dealinç honestl'7, operil;r end fo¡-tl-r-
ri ght1y. Thi -- therne cc,nti nue= i n the next three secti c,n=

( 1?¡ 1f,-18) " Here there are å host of neq*ti.,,g cornrnands u.ri th
two po=iti'¡e oneE: ',in rightscjlrne=s ::halI y,aut jutdge iJELii,-

neighbor" and¡ ";'tr,Lr shar1 1o.¡e ytr'Lrr neighbor- €ts y,r--.rL,-EÊIf .,,

At the end of each short sect i on the n¡at i vat i ng c I air=e i -,

.1d'r*nced, "r å,rn the LErd. " It is 6od r.¡hs ha= =et the =tsn-
dard and rsraer, hi= så.cred csff¡rnLrnity, i= ts irr¡rtste hi=
hol inÊss. israel is nct to prornote disor-der tr,r stc?.nd agginsr:
1i f e (vs. 1É) . Furt to pr-cnrote ri ghteoursnesË i ¡l I I, , _iutEti ce
( U) V1) and love (,11,-l)è). These quralÍties Iie at the=i

center of orde¡-ed 1i f e.

Verge Lg,, at {irst gisnce, appeårs outt sf p}acei str

rnuch 50 that str-'rr¡e carnrnentatc,rs have sutggested th=i.t the l1=r,ri-

tical 1awgi.¿ÈrE simply gethered the slder +*¡-aditicn= sì,,Err

thr-rltgh "thev ncl lonqer urncrer=tr:od ti-¡eir arrur=rt:ns,. . .,,. [ ].f,q1

Fletr-rrninq tg the therne af "con{Lr=iEng" úr ,,ffrii(.F-,*rres,, 
[¡,ienhg,¡rr

suigqests that "the ban on ¡lI rn:[irturre=, Ê=Feci;I1;r miired

breedÍng, 
=hc¿.¡E rnån fcllcu.ring in God's =t=ps. He rrrlr=t h: ÊÊF

se¡:trete u-rhat God c¡-eated EËpc-tl,-*rte. ,,[ 1JE] F,orter =tates thet
1f,4. Calun¡ l'1 " CarrnicJ-rrÉ1 " 

,'For-bi,Jden 
I,l ixturrEg,, ,, :f f," i 1çg:l ,n ;Â'l 1ÈJ. ¡ ¡ +.

1f,5. Le.,,itiçurE, p, ?at?.
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"tl-¡E idea utnderlyirrg this Ii.L.tIe

iz the såfiie ås th;t urnderl'¡inq

creatlrres or thi nçs c'f c'ne naturre

tho=e havi ng ansther " " [ 1J¿tr ]

qr{fLrF c{ three prat-r ibitic,n=

the lai-,r= ct{ 'urncleånnegs':

å¡.E nct tc be nii¡led Lrp r¡riil-r

ït þJås nated å,bcf.,,Ê thet nrån.r/ ct* the=e I an= i n H åre
ol der than F" F'r hE,u're'¡er , di d not i ncorporate l-l :i ncjescr i mi -
nately burt fit H into its rr.Jn þJEr!,: , r.rhere H sÊr1,,8= F,.=

egenda. occasionsll;r f-i åppearE tc =.tanc .in appcsrti¡¡ tc,

older practices and reqt-rirernents urhich F þJåE å.ÞJå,r-E af . t1f,71 F,

i ncorporated the l er'¡s, hEr.JEvEr- , becaLrse i t sourght ts Lr=¡3 .ti-¡L=rïr

symbol i ce11y, i n ã,n e{f srt to prohi bi t the ',fii:{ i ng,, a{ Gsd .=

created order. That r.rhi ch i E o{ å di f +erent l:i ntj i:'.¿ i) i i =
to rernai n separated, Gc'd '= di.,¿i nel y created c,rder i = nct i:s

be di str-rrbed - Hybri d cornbi nati sns l.¡ourl d on1 y 1 e*d .L,r: dr sr:r--

der. Êccording to Gc,d's ardering of things I=raei, .i:o,:, 
r.J_+.=

created to be hcrlyr sepårated frsrn the pr*ctices ci tl-re ¡.ther
nations" The lap¡ prohibiting tl-re nrrilinç of l,:inds Þrc,lght
this urnderstending to the rnrnd of the Israer.Íte.

The three versÉs f o1l owi ng vÊi,-Ee S deal l..ri ¡-r the cji =-
trrdL=rl 7- rel ati cnsl-ri p o'F a rrån r.ilrs " 1 i eE cern;.1 1y ¡li th ;, r.,Ðrrran

wha is å =1ave, betrathed to encther rnårr. " JLrst åE \,/er-=e j.?

relate= to the påsEåge in chapter ig rEçå,¡-cJinq i:l-¡ e ,,ËEFr*Li.-

sion" inherent in i-rclrTìclsÊlír-t*lity end LuÊsti"-r1it-v, 1cr al=¡ th==e
1'lel'9Ê= rElate bacll to the =exlr¡1. oifences nentionc-d tr-r ths
pFe'.'isut= chapt=r, rinythinq creatinq =acial di=order- ie ñF-r,-

1f,ð. Leviticuts, p. 1,J7"
1f,7. See the pr==ence at nrutl=E in ancrent Is¡-a.el il-- Ss,¡¡"1ï:3?), =nd the L.Je:,1,/1nq tor;¡ ether- sf =csrrlet =.h,*rfi, iine=
::i::d_:i nen *nd qaats i-rai r .f or the hot _v qsrrnente,, etc. iË:r .
.-¡È ¡ ¿._¡ ,-t¿ J -
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strr'-i bed "

ver=es 
"f,-?E desl i'¡ith å "f i¡-stfrlrit" c4 =c,rt= reqsrd-

inq IsreeI's aqricltltltral produrcts. In alI of lrf e, ir-rr:lr-rCing

the econsrrric din¡en=ion 1 IErael iz ccntinr-ra1t,¡ ts Iiv,e in .Ehr=

presencE a{ God, er,.Jåre ol i t= rel ati cnshi p r.¡i th God snci i tE

resFclnsi bÍ 1 ities r¡ithin the csvenant ã{rrãnqerirent. r+',,=rri et.r,

o{ cutl ti c a.nd etl-r i cal ctrncErns ã,re n¡en ti oned i n r/er=es il,5-f,4.

Ïhese vel.=E= ÉntrcLtl.agË the Israeli'te ts ¡,-ernain {aithir-rl ts
Eodt enc in interacting with others, ta Ehcrr.i nc, ¡:artiaJ.it.r-.
Stangers årE ts be treeted å= f el l or.r I =rael i tes, i r-r iact ,

"yclLt =hal I l ove hi m å,s ytr'Lr¡-seI{. " Al 1 tt-¡Êse I al+s årL= tJ¡se.J

cln Eod 'g el ecti sn and cår-e f or I--rael . i'¡=. i4) . Ês Gad l-¡åE

dealt with I=¡-aeI in 1or.,e and farthrigh.tne==r Eo elss is the
r=rselite nclw encourraged to imitete God i1?:f,5-f,7). In =tr
doi ng =z he recreate=, and 1 i ves r..li thi n Gsd ,s r nterrded

icrEated) srder"

As nrentioned abor¡e, Levjticurs :i:) Iarçel .¡ =et= curt the
pen*lties for .¿iolating Eod's 1an=. Is¡-¡,el ie to br= €{ hai¡,
pecpler and feilutre tc, =trive s{ter holines= r.rslrld r¡e¡.;.n 

=Lu-13

death. GcC separstted IsreeI f rcrn the n;,ti oris (!r-rl i4) y ¡ncj ili =
peaple ar-E nclþJ to disti.ngurish betu.¡een c]-r'urncl,, l-rcl.;,, end

prcrf ane iit-l: iÉ) r EodI y and utngoCl .,,. Israel i c tc I 1.,,e r¡r thr r-r

the =phere ai hoI inËs= irn the presencE ai Gcc), af .iirrnrrrç

Esd's intended arder, design, lifer FÊríectic,n, etc" it ]=
nat to €nqåqe in åny ectrvit.¡ that rnight rniir the =phere= ci
hcl ;- s'nd praf åne. In di =ti nçui shi rrq betr.reen il-r€5e cppf-,s1ng

spheres " ";/ELr shaLrl d be rï1nE tGad '9l ,,, ¡nd ci i i,t net .¡ ¡rrJer*d
life would be ïEreel'= tc enjcy.
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Far F' al I i -r= l ai-rs csnter-d c,n iiad and i n =offie v.tã,y'

reL ated to Hi s cre*ted orcier and Hi = i ntent f sr i t, rhi,= i,:
trute {or bath the explicit c1,,'utncj }*r..r= and thoçs nst e¡{-
plicitly related ts the theme behind tlre cl.iurncl reçurlatien=.
I= the såiÍre rnstir,,e e.¿ident behind D'= LrsE a{ cl,/utnct-/ f ,ç_.

Ltse a'F the I aw= i.¡i I I br ì. ef 1 y be e:'< arni ned ne¡l t .

Ë" çtEÊti Êu!, _UL{ç_L_EAII lE lElI_EFjtr!=Dlly

hlhereas c1r'utncI thinl':inq cån be faurnd throurqhcurL F, thr=
is not trure f or D. Tn D these cancepts ã,pFeår to p1åy rr, rnutr:h

1e=ser rcle- Certainly they åre not reierred tc, as f r-eqltenbl.¡

å5 in P" O+ the five ba=ic c1,/utncl regurlsrtians eiren¡irred

sbove, only the rneat 1¡u¡= r-ecei.,,e arr.f real attentir:¡-¡ in D.

LittIe is said reqardinç urncleånness throurçh cani-s,ct i^¡ith å

dead bady" ftlo cornrnents ere advanced abalrt 'ti-¡e ltncl ÉånneËg

whicl-r is brourçht on E'y childbirilro ,,Leprtr-.f" is men.i:ror¡Êcr

trrnce in D and even here ÐnÉ finds nct eilplicit {:rn¡-rgc.Litrn ta
urnc I egnness:

Te[,:e heed, i n Ë(n attactl o# l epr e=-./ t ts be caref lr]to d,, accardinç to ar l il-¡at the Le..,i tl cal prr est=shal I d i rect ytr,Lr I åE I con¡manded the¡n t ect ./ãLr 
=hal lbe cclr€turl to dc iDeutt. i4: E) .

Ït ;'ppÊ*.|-= that D å=sLrrne= that i t= 1i stener= år-e åL.Jårs cfr the
lepro=i' reqltl*rtisr,e and need onl.¡ to be encourraqed ts i:e

sbedien't. l"leither the 'diEËi-rãrrgË' trnclÊånnes= r-rcrr- i-l-re Lrr¡-

cleannes= i'¡hich trclrTle= franr rnenstr:¡-atic,n iE mentioned. Onlv
únce rE urnclEånne=E rnentioned r.rith regsrd to thst ¡¡hich

"trhå,nceE t¡ him by niçl-rt,, (lj: L?-lr-ri.

This infr-eqlrent Lr=e c,t the cI.,'urnc.r 1er.¡s need not =lrqçeEt
ths't D þJ*as Lrn;.þjare sf the m¿,ny reqltl-itian=,, yet ti-re.¡ sFpeår
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1e=s inrportsnt to D" In clr:,pter fsutr the dif{et-err Ee in
torical context beti.¡een D e.nd F'L-Jås dÍscutEsed. ït i= i
tant to returrn briefly tc, thi= di=cr_r=sian to urncj er-stand
di f f erent thec'l r=gi cal prest-rFpEsi ti sns and i ntenti c,i-rE ci
F ' especial 1r- as they relate to c1r'urncl thrn[ring.

hi =-
rTrpgr -

IL.-LI IE

D and

!-t- 
-.- 

_

ïn chapter f crlrr i t þJã,s a,rçlred that D and F, ãre net f ar
apart thec¡logicsII.v butt that the differenEeE betr.ieen.thern Ëåi-,

be urnder=toad in iiqht of their historical csnte:rtE.

=:list= â general cclrr sensLtE toda;, årntrng OId Testårrr€l-¡t =cl-rcrirl,t-=
that centreli:ation, and the rationale behind it, å de=ire ta
prahibit certain Eanaanite pr*rctices, ëtr-E the nrast at-r'Lstår-¡d-

ing f eaturre= in D. r1f,ãl N. Loh{intr h*'ts urritten that, ,,the

greatest innsvstic'n th¡t Deurteroncrny produrced wÃ= the ,lemend

to centrali;"e the cltlt et the plece wl-¡ich ./ahu.leh cl-rose.,,tL.f?r-

In Deutterc)nc'my 1!, the well i,:nou¡n "centr¡1 i¡*rtisn of u.tor=hip,,

chspter , rnåny i nsi ghts cãn be gai ned regårdi nç the F,Êr=pec_

ti 
"¿e 

and i ntent of D" In thi s chapter the trtrnrrnã1nrl i s g1 ven..

Your shal1 surrely destroy ar1 the praces rn¡here il-renati an= r¡horn yÐLl, shsl i di sposEess sêr-..,,Ed ilrer rgads.. - - Burt yELr shsll seerr the place u-lhich .Lhe
Lord yoLrr God will choose ourt af ¡II i/eLrr tribes tspr-rt hi = n€{nre and rnå}:: e hi = habi ieti cn there., ,cl-ri tl-rer-yrLr shal 1 go, and thi ther yclLt shal 1 br i ng .i,ELrr
burrnt a{{ering= and yoLr¡- satr¡-ifice= ...i :.nci ther=yELr shall eat bef ore the Lord ytrLrr Eoc, ancr i,ELr
=hsl 1 rejsice, iüÊLr end yciLrr holrsehclils.,,. i1?.t:,.t_7.) .

Other pã,=sage= in Der-tteronarny ccncerned i.rith bi-re r:entr¡Ir:s,-
'tion s{ the sacrif icial ='¡=tern å,¡-e Ece'ttEr=c Lhrar-rqiourt. [14i:i]
FrÛrn the pa€5åqe qrlated åÞ8.,'e i t L 5 Cl ear tha.t ,Li¡e p¡-1Írrå,r:,,

i,il11

.LE:1

Bc'ecller-, Laur end
"DeLttgroFrúnr-v, " J
See Delrtercnsrnv

-8 ¡ l9: 1- 1f,.

AËn''¡¡lgtretign, p. iã+.
il..la=l-¡.,¿i 1 let r-rbinçdan, 1ç7!),
?:-ç: 1r.1tr--JT. iÁ¡l-,:,.1 "i I ¿J: L7--.-.

Ll,e:
I'lÊq

lJ . j..j' L .
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reå,son behind cen'trali=ir-rq the curlt þJås ts gurard

natic,n fcllcr'rinq the practice= of other curltE"

distinqr-rish ciearly bett¡een '/:thr^ii=rrr and the
belie{s and practices ctt Isr-ee1's neighbor=.

aqai nst the

D =or-rqht tr:

prahibited

Ênother problern is ¡c.¡anced in Der-rterononr.T :j.i:g: ,'.¡ELr

shal1 nc't do åcco¡-di ng ta al l that hJÉ årE dai ng here +*hi 
=

day, Éyg.Ly trÈ[ d.q]_!.q. rlh.Ëi!.Eyq.r L=. r:.I_q.h.E Lt tL= tr_rl.E ËvE=.,' In

3n e{isrt to çutsrd aqainst prohibited reliqic,ut= practitr=s e.nd

ts unify the cultr D =outght ts centraliie'tl-¡e cr-rlt t¡l-rici-¡

t'¡crutld then be able to set ourt Eclrne standard fslthe natrcn å=

å r',rho1e to {o11or¡¡"

Nherees earl i er ntr restri cti sn wåE p1 eced t:n tt-¡e 1acal e

{ar brinqinq a sã,trr-ifice, in D it þrås restric'Led .ta ',.thË

place which the Lord will chcose" (Deurt. L":14). 'i'Êt, å= in
the ancient da;,=, it appeårs ås thourçh the per-Et:r-r of.ferir-r q

the såcr-ifice continures tc: pIsy å =içnific¡nt rale i=ee

1i: 13-14) . Tlri s i s espetri 11I y trure sf the ecrtl ng a{ thc=

såcrif ice, "yELr shaI1 eet bc-{ore the Lo¡-d ycllrr Gad ytrrlr

and ytrLrr hcutseholds,' (1i:7). In F', heþle./el- 1 ti-re rem¡i ni trg
parti r:n= d{ the sacr-i f i ces år-e assi çned to the pr: e=,c ,=

hsutsehold il-e.¿. âr7, 31??3) , and åE þiå,s noted in ch:ipter-

foltrr lhe Saronic prie=thood alane car-rid offer i:j-rË =åËr-tf rce=

to the Lord.

Thut= Gne cån gee ån =vÊr nsrroulinq fc,rirrs.l cr-r1trc r-e=-

pansibilit;,, gir,,Eir-r 'to'the l=reelite end ån increesirrÇI;/ ej.gnr-
ficant rale gÍven to the prie=t. Ê1I Ehi= 1n ån etf¡r-t tcr

pre.''ent tl're cutltrc Eiices=es of hhe psrst end rJe'ter Is¡-¡el frar¡
becarrrinq liire l-r€i- neiqhbsrs. D'= Isr.rel , prli bicelLyr =tr,cr¡l-

1?1



Ly and reliqioutsly, is in rnany þJåys fer ren¡oved f¡-cn¡ the
Israel r.,¡hich i'iås trnce st I'loutnt Sinsti. '/el-- this Isr-eeI ,,cclff¡E=

cince mûre urnder the strvÉrei gnty ctt yshu¡eh , i n order to be

claimed h',, him iE his pecple å= å ,hal,¡ pecple. (7lo;

14:îr21¡ ?å:1?¡ "ã:9)."f l41l Althor-tgh Èhie hc,lineg;s therr¡e: åË

related to the people, is ursed by D, it is F,r.¡hich hiqhligi-rt=
thÍs then¡e and perceives all at Iife throurgh it.

Hheres= in D it is eaEier ta di=tingurr=h bet,¡reen

"ethi cal " Er "n¡Gr-å,1 " cclrrtrErnE n and ,,såcråL ,, Éne=, i n F, al 1 ¡+

Isrsel i te I i fe i s rel ated to ho1 i ness. In F, nr real cr =ti nc-
tion is po=sib1e =ince both =ocial injursitice and cr-rltic
r¡i sdc-ed årP consi dered ås that ulhi ch stands ccntr=rry ta rla¿j.

Þlhereas D streeses r=rael 's eI ecti on , t 1411 and not i.ts ri gh-

teousness, t143J F continurally rerninds Israel th:it rt i= å

"hoI y nati Efi , " end ought therefore to 1 i ve acccrdi nq1 y. Ëcith

D and F seel": to moti'¡åte I=rae1 to righteousne=E ål-¡d jutstice,

bt-tt Þ does sQ by advanci ng rnutch of the ol ,ler 1 t=gal m.:ter i ei
whi ch appears mortr- securl arl y ori ented , r.¡hi i e 'F, *.t L.u=ir¡p.L= Ls

pronrote hol i neEE i n Èhe Isrsel Í te Èy i nterpreti r,g ¡i 1 c:i

lifer es directly reiateA to the cult and ts 6od.

Havinq brie{1y agsin discurs=ed F'= end D'E hrstcricel
141 " trtr'n Fjåd , "DeLttercnomyr" IÐ8, Vol . 1 il'lash',,i I I e:Abinçdon1 I?6?), p. AA7.
14". "It wå's nc,t beceut=e yûLt ÞJerE rrúre in nurnrber th*n ån),crther peopl e that the Lo¡-d set hi = l ave uFOn ,/tr,1r end chose'¡loLrr fgr yúu þjer-E fewegt ot alI peÐplesi burt it iE bec;.r_r=ethe Lsrd 1E.,,es '/trrLr, end i s [::eepi nç the osth r.¡hi ch he sr.Jcre IsyúLrr f s,thers" iÐer_rt . 7:7-B) .
14f,. "ÌrJot becalt=e at yoLrr ri ghtEsLr=nEss cr the urpri qhtness o.rytr'ur heart ã''-Ê ytrLr gci nq i n ta possËss ther r 1¡nd." - burt be-cåLtEe ¿{ Èh= t'.ri c[,: ednEEs of the=e nati onE the L¡rd .i,ËLtr- Gad L 

=driving thern elrt.... l':.naw il-iere{Ere, thst the Lor-d ,/cl¡-rr Gocii= no't çi.,,inç ),/ÐLt tj-riE gocd land to pE==esE l--ecs,rrse= 6,i- i,,E¡-tr-
t-ightor-r=nÊssi fsr ytrrLt eFÊ ãr Eturbbc,rn people,, iÐeutt. î:5_ó).



contÊ:{t ånd qenerå1 L[=E tri+ the clzurnc] 1=,r,1=, 'thi= 
=tr-rd.¡ r.li11

a'Etempt to distingr-rish betr.,¡een F,'s and D's Lrse ¡.Ë the cIz,r_tnc1

regi-r1stic,ns" ûn1,v tsntstive cEnclursic,n= cå.n be arrr.ved åt,
{or ti.lo re-i=cjns. ûne, å .or,r.eher-r si.¿e sturd;,, at D's Eher--r1oq;;

shourld be LrndËrtål:: en before c,ne cen adeqr_tately beçin tc,

di =ti nçr-ti =h the f i ne di f f Êr-ences betr.leen D 's Lrse of cl ;'urnc1

and P'= LrsE sf the cÐntrept=. This cån not be done here.
Twc,, the fact that D seldc,rn re{ers to the clz,urncl csncept=,
and yet r-tndar-tbtedl y i E åt4årÊ ct* thenr r ct-=-lte-- cb.,,i trr-r= L r rni ta-
tion=. l.iere trne ta exanrine D's theology tharsurçh.[.,, ¿ind L.JEre

the trBncept= rnËt.É +requt=nt1y ursed, there i.rsr-r1d be å, nrcl¡-.Ê

¡"e*rlistic chance of disti.ngr-tishing åccLlr-ate1y betu.reen cI.,'urncl

in D and F. Dute to tl-re lirnitE ct{ this =tr-rdy and the D rn;¡t*r-
iaIr ncr real1y carnprehen=ive conclutsic:ns cån be rrrrved c(-i

L -.--NETE

¡ìs ÞJås said absve, nothing í= =aid in L-l

l"Eg-ìrdi nq the uncl eå,nness whi ch trtrnres {rorn chi l clbi rth enrl

little i= said regardinq '1epros.¡'. lrleither dc,e= trne fintl in
D å( 1*rr+ o{ 'discharge' ås in Ls.,,iticurs 15. i]euttertrnBrny if,:?-
14 deals r+ith bcdí11r en¡is=isn= in ã military tr;inrp r.il-¡ich iE
engaqed in holy wår-. These i,/erses .sLrFpIernent chapter :i:) urhere

D has auttlined rurle= {ar l-r oLy ,/Jãr-.

Ere{ore e¡:s¡nining D's "bcrdily ernrs=ions,, påE=åqe, 1t f 
=

hel pf utl tc] cc'rnnrent bri ef 1y tr'n the wi der cc,nte:l L, r..¡i thi n whi ch

the DeLrtEr-E,rrrny 1:: p-issåçe i= fournil . A ',,eriet.¡ ai ,,inlscelI.r-

necLrs lar.iE åre edvanced in ch;,pter= i1-::. ril thautql-r it 1=

wel 1 þ: nou..rn thet these 1ai.¡s hå.,,e å r anq enc di .,,8'-sÊ hi =.t.,ry cf
grot'rth, rnutch liile the F tnsteriel, it i= D i.¡l-ro asEerrrblr=s .Lhern

L 7.:'



ånd p¡.ÉEents then-r as a ner-J urnÍty" [144] As uJs.s t¡-ure f sr
n¡E(ny o't the Isw= one finds the jut::t.:,pa=i'[ion of srder
di =order, 1i f e and death. Tl-r eee then¡e-- -iFpeår ar =o to
pr eoc cr-rp i ed D "

F'ï in

ånE

L-,-_

In De,urtErcrnEfi-ry !1 , f i ve slrppasedl ;- di =parete 1ar.rs årÊ

advanced" -[he first derl= irith the eirpiatian ctt a rnlrrder r.jl-rsn

the 1.,: i l I er i s Lrn i:: nc,tJn . ïhe =econd sLrpplernents the holy r.Jår

rutle= olttlined in chcrpter ?t:t end deals r,rith the tre¡tn¡ent dt
fenisle slaves. The third 1atn¡ derl= urith tl-r e inherit;ince
rights n{ å first-born ssn. The far_trth lai.r trclncerns the
rebellion øÇ å di=abedient Ecln. The +i+th 1eu.¡ concerrrs the
burial sf the body of å hançed criminal . Calutrn C:irrrrichEtej

has persura=i ver y argured that al tha*gh thege l au.¡= rr,åy åppeår

to be r i nt':ed together E./ Ëclme haplra=arcl etli tari;rl p¡-BCee=

they ds, nevertheless, f it tagetl-rer ne*etIr- in .tiist al i h=r.,,8

tc¡ do r,ri th the comi ng toçether ct{ 1 i f e and death. t 1.+=l

In the first 1ar.l the cererrrrn./ o{ irilling å heiier
"t'lhich h;,.s rrevel. !n,er-l':ed" (î1::r) on neþJ I¡rnd,,wl-rich i= nertirer
ploured ntrl- =crþJn," iî1:4i ,'is intended to rernind the per.tici_
pan'ts al tl-¡e cgnri ng toqether af I i f e end destth I n thei r
midst'"[14å] Þlurch ctt trre =ynrbolisrrr in the trEr-prïrorì.y, represeri,:s
the prernaturre de*th of the sr ai n må,n. In the secsnc, .r ar.r ti-re

rncurrni ng ri teg cti the capti ve wEfr¡å,n repr-e=ent .il-¡e pr-esent dr
eventlral death at her parents i^¡lri ch u.ii I 1 ço urnnctr ced b r-

hu=F.lr47I In the tfrird law the f ather di=triburtinç hrs qocd=.,

144. Ëcleclrer, lag snd !j:e Admån_Lslr-åtign, p. j,7ç.
145" "Ê cornrnon El ernent in Fi;e ã"ppã="oi y Di sp;r-ete Lñf.r= r ,,

'!.I i9(Iç79), p" 141.
L4ö. IÞid,, p. 1.f".
L47. .Ibid-, p. 1.fF.
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nÊår his tinre of death, is prohibi'ted ly-dnt denyinq l-ri= ¡irst-
bcrn =orr (first-frltit= st hiE 1i{e) hiE r-ightfurl share.tl4Gl

In the f or-trth l at'r the rebel 1i cruts str'n i = h-cnded cli,i er- b''¡ h:i s

parent= {or å sententrË oi Ce"-rth. Csrnrichael obger',,,e-= thet
this, in fect, seldorn happenec br-tt sLrgçests tl-i¡t the =äqee-'
"coLrnsel is that to di=cip1j.ne å sgn, by physical rïreåns, will
not lead to hie death br-rt '¡i11 =ave his Iife frc,m sheo.i,,

iPro'¿" ?f,115r 14) " t14?l In the {iner Ier.¡ crne aqain f indg å

clear e::arnpre of death coming in the midst al 1ife.t13i:rl sc

it is in each tråse p¡here there i= å corninç toqether at t¡¡c:

appo=ites, 1i{e and death. It is this EvÊrì.appinq clr rnii:ír-rg

o{ =phere= r.lhich the writer åFFÊãre to focr_rs Lrpcln.

Ha'ri ng rnade th j. = ob=er.¿ati on carrni chsel prr i te=, ',the
airn ø{ the lai.igiver iE to =et thinqs r-ight by ensurÍng å

=eperat i on o{ the tl..ro. " [ 151 ] He EoeE on ts poi nt c,rtt that i n

each 1ai,¡ å. u-lrong-doi ng has been deEt1 t r.li th anc ã =tronq
-rffirmc-tticn a# lifc- is advanced. Accordinç to D ths c,ppa=it=

sphere= sf 1i f e and death åre to rernei n Eepcrrsted " þlere ünE

tc' teþ;e this interpretive *pprcach ur=ed Þ'r, C,rrrnich.reI åi-¡d

braaden the sphere= oi 1i{e end deeth to inclutde crder ;.nd

dísarder, ffrå,ny of the 1ar.rs in the.FallËr.,tng chapter .-tlst:

åppËår ta {it tageth-er urell,

In Deltterontrtrîry !i, f rve ler.¡s in partj.culer åppÊår to i:e

directl;,, related tc' this thi.nhing r,.¡hich prchit,j.ts the nri:ring

c,i appasite=. In !/erse 5 å þiclrrån ¡nd rnårn år-Ê br:tli c{f,Ínm:.nc€:d

144" Ibid., p.
149. Ibid., p.
L5r_r. Ibid., p.
151. Ibid., p,

ì -Tl_

1f,7 "
1.-'Õ
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to NEå,r the åpprtrrJriate çarrnents o.t theiF =ex. Thi= prol-ribi-

tic]n against transve=tisrn h¡s f requrentl'7 been aesocÍa.ted yri th
f orei gn curl ti c practi ce=" t 15"r Ar thar-tqh thi s rrra/' i n pari: be

trutet the csntext r'lithin r.ihich it utrþi i= fournd, ho[.ie.,,er-,

u.¡aurld nat =urqgeEt tl-r is r*tion*le ås primar.¡. Ferhap= a rïrt:t-e

f i tti ng i nterpretati on wc,url d be to nnderstand il-¡i E I au.r i n
1 i qht of God 's created order. A confusion a{ sÊxEs l.ialrid

"'iol-ete God'E intent and i.¡ot-tld repre=ent ã{ rniiling s{ i,: ÍnrJs,

This i= trute *,1ss ctt the prohibitic,n aqainst tål:ing .Fc:r

f aad bc,th the rnother .bi rd and her ./sLrng or egg= {.;'r: o-
7). t1531 Hereu tcot c'ne {inds the af f irrns,ticrr of 1i te and

the desi re to prornote order , Vsn Rad end cr*ei q i e sf r er +-r.¡c:

al terneti ve posi ti ans" Von Fjed surqqeç,ts that fl-¡e 1ai.¡ ,,cer¡

probsirl y be attri butted on1;, te hurrnene mc,ti ves :ind i-r;rrcJI y ts
consi derati ons of r-rti I i ty. " t l54l craÍ gi e dr =egrÊes, húr.Jei,,er ,

and åFgLreE that the tallinq ctt both the rnather bird ¡nd her
'rrÐLinq,

i.¡sutId be bad¡ in cornnrercial Ianglraçe, it r,¡cr_rldbe e:rchenging a long-ternr pro{it {or ån imrnedr;,tc-qain. To ta[::e and ]¿i11 tl-¡e nrother r¡aut1d be ta ter-
nri n-rte å potenti eJ. f r-rturre surppl y o{ f oad. Tr: ts,l.,:ethe rnsther and I eå.,,8 the sil-r erE r.lour1 tJ nst bepo=sib1e, fsr. ilrey r.Jor-rld not be sble tr: =r-rr.,,ivswithcr-tt the rnsther. t1551

Beth vEI-t R*d's hltrnanitarÍ¡n and CrstrgtF'E ecsno¡nic Ê)ípi;r-ra-

ti c,ns å,r€ not 
"'er-y =ati =f yi nq. Ê theal c,çÍ cerr r nterpre.L.e.Li ¡rr

:1 5:'" See Gerhard .,,c,r'ì Raco Ðeutterangfi-ry: g camment:ry, l-he ûldT=stsment Li i:rert, ,, Trans. Dorothea Erart¡n . if,f-rii-¿el ph i e:t¡Je=tmin=ter, 1?óó), p. 141¡ ¡nd Fe.ter C. Crai€ie, LLq, Eggf qi
DgslcrÐ-tE¡ïy, The l,ier¡r Internatr. Ðñril. cornmentsr;, cñ- tr,e üI cï=gt:.nrent (Lcndon: Hsdder and stoutghtan, Iç7ó), p, 

"Bg.15f,. C f . aI =o Der_rt . t 4: t1b "154" Deuteron-ggyr p. 141.
155. Deutterang&yr p. 

"A?.
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l+hi ch f ocur=es trn the ini x i ng a{ =phere=, nar-nel .¡ here .t í f e år-rd

Ceath. fit= nrltch bettær the çeFre¡'å1 thrurst of thi= chapter

and the one precedinç it" The. adn¡onitian, "'r,ELr sh.rlI Iet the
¡nother qE," (vs. 7) i= é(n affirn¡ation o.f the gpherr:= ct.t 1ife,
rf,ver aqai n=t the al t=rnati ve, the spher-e al dc-atl-¡ " Cr:url d thi =

be trlte alss ol the f irst leu+-- in this chapter? Cor-rid ti-¡e Lrn-

l'li I 1 i nçne=s ts hel-p 6nE 's nei ghbor i n =ecltr i ng Ë-( E'trå.,, anr mel

i?"¡ l-4), r,¡hich rnåy in some meaeltrF hå',,e rËpFesenL,sd ti¡ e

1i'¿Elihood a'[ th*rt neighlror, be in sûflle (=maIl?) L^jå,/ prcimat-

inq deeth iar å lesser qur*1ity ct{ life?) snd disarcer r*{-her

thsn sf'tirming life s,nd o¡-der. ïhiE åppeår= rnûrE cJ.eeri'; tr=

be true si the 1ar.¡ cc,ncerni nq ,,å parapet lar i/cjLrr rtrc,f ,,

t+hich, too, r.-JsE to prevent in jr-rry or pcssible death (1": ãi .

In Deuteronomy !":?-11 one also fincl s three lau.is, e:tcf-r

prahibiting the rni:'ring ctl kind=. TraditÍona11y ilre=e Iau.¡=

hå'¿e also fr=qr-tently been åEEc'ciated i.iith prohibited reli-
gi auts practi ce= trrr- r.ri th magi ca1 ri tes. t i5ól C;rr-mi chael he=

c,f {ered ån i nteresti nq i nterpretati an r.¡here tl-¡eeÊ-- L si.i= år-=

reqarded äE ha.,,ing å se¡:urar mEåning. i,lith re{erer-rrÊ .Lc cÊr--

tain biblicsl FåssåqÊs he shar¡ls hsl-¡ "p1or-tçhing,, and ,'Etr,rrJinç,,

readily lend thernsel'¿es to the nt:ticin c.È =exural r.rrtEr--

cclLtr-=e'IJ.57] U=inq sther teilt= he =urqqe=t Ih¡[ the v:ir-¡Ë år¡d

c'ther =eedr äs well ås tjre rx and åss, refer tc IEr¡eI sntl

Ë¡naan re=pectively" tl3ãJ "Linen" iE frequrently å=Etrcr¡ted

u'rith É. prostrtrrte's rnah: e-uip, and u+osl ,,ccrntrå=t-s u.ri.ilr jiner,

15á" See von Ftad " Deurt=rotrËCIy r F.
l-Ç.trY: F " :?{:r.
1 5'7 . Esr E¡ E=dC¡ l'1i :r tgre , p . 4ilf, .
f gA. _IÞ¡=d= r pF. f,?ã-4i:)1.

ra/
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prec i se1 .,,,

=urqge=t

Ni th thi

that the

Cenaan.

the l aul=

r-- - --L-€t¡ lc(E(l l.

i n i t= l ack ø{ s€FìELrc-tL å,s=Eci ati EnE" r+ I Í nen cån

u.re.ntcnne==, u.too1 cån =urgge=t i t= cppaEi te, ,,t 15?i

s symbalic interpretetran c{ the pã,e=s,qe he =Lrçqe=t=
writer sÉe[:: s tc di=cciLrråqE I=rae1 fr¡nr nrii:irrq ,¡rith

Thuts this interprete'tion, tccr, is trnÊ r.¡hich regard=

å5 å pol enri c sgai n=t fcrei gn nati ons, i n thi = cåeE

There trån be IittLe dourbt that D scurqht to retain
Israel's "=eparåtenÊs=" åE å natian br_rt thi= intc-r-pret:itisrr
i = not the onl y clne. Tho=e u;ho i nterpret the=e I su"r= tire¡1 c-
gical1;' b,i_ surggestinq th¡t they. seek to rnaintain the di =tinc-
ti onE ø{ God '= creeted order, åppeår ta pro.ri de in equrel i y

csnvi nci ng cÐnc 1ur=i on.

['{ere one to hiqhliçht in these three 1;ti.¡s the liie,¡ci==tth
contt'a=tr one might con=idet- the {o11or¿Jlnq interpre1ati-¡r-r"
courl d not the practi ce of pl anti ng tu¡c =eeds i n Ehr= =sme
f i el d thre*ten the grcr+Ur of the I eEs hardi,, sl ûr.Jer- !rtrl.Jr nç

p1*int 
' whi ch må.v nct recei ve the nr-ttri er¡te *nd I i qr-rt re-

qr-rired? t^lith reg*rds tc, the plcwing with ån åE= end Ej.i,t car:jd
nct the *iss =utfier frorn the difficurlt r,+crl; e:{ plulrqhii-rq prii:i-¡

ån s¡l? Here r'Je heve tr.io anin¡els of vEJ-'"i urnequtal strEnq.ti-¡ uçi'el-r

c'nÉ perhaps, con=equren tl y eur.f f eri ng bec¡urEe ci i t. Fi ne ! 1.,, ,,

csutl d D heve bel i eved that the ,ni nçr i nç al r.rcoL anc I -i r-ren

r',rourld sì-rf f er the =årne f ste ae the =e,rring tagethc-r o{ c:id end

ner-r =h:i¡=" tLó.:)l rhe u.r*shing =nd dr.¡ing ishrrn!,:inç) a.f th*
159. !Þid", p. 4r:)?.
1¿ri:] " In Leviticut= there ís ä reference to çårflier-ri:s rnaci c- e+
El:: in. þjere Éne to teer the Iepraurs spat c,*tt sÍ -Li-re s!,: iniif,:5ó) enotheF piece of sl,: ir-r r.¡or-rld be urEed to repårr- tired*rmeçed part- l'Jsr-rld nt:t tl-re IsrselÍt= hclVË beel-r år{år-e i:i the

1€A



dif'Ferent mråtEri-i1 Ntr,Lr1d Lrltimåì:Ê1"- þJÊã, l.;.Et-¡ årr C di=.lar-t .tFre

þihË'le. þiith the åtrE.,,E interpretatisns it l.rar_rlcl åppeå|. Lhat

there irray å15t be =1içht ¡dutn¡brEtic:ns o+ desth in the=e lar.i:1 .

A rnoFe 1 i trel y i nterpretati on , hc,hJe.rer , hi nge-= cln the
orderz'di sorder csntrast. Coutl d theEe I ei.¡s nat be i nterpretecl
at face valute iin representative fsshion) ãs prai-ribitirrq the
rniiling o{ tlind=?t1óil Caurld nat Ll have been å.r¡Jãr-e di il-re

tradition ursed b,/ i:' in Íts creation acccurnt? Accc,rding ta F,,=

creation eccsutnt 
"'egetaticrn tJËrE tc,.¡ie1d seecl "åtrcclr-iJinç ta

their l'lj.nd" iGen. 1:11). Eod a1=a created livinq tri-E€l.tLrr-ÊE

"accc,rding to tlreir [rind=" (Gen" 
-].:"4). 6od's cre¡ted ardsr

r¡Jås tc' be urpheld. ri mi>:ing cti [,: indE u.¡sur1d be =.¡mi:olic ct{ å

move tor+ards di sarder. ïh i s emphasi s trn the csnt¡,- as.t i ng

arder¡'disorder therne, and the nrii:ing of l'.ind=r prcrurld hã..,,8

sl so sertved to rerni nd the I =rrreI i te not Ls nri ¡l i.¡i th t F¡e

foreign natignE. fEraeI L.jaE tc be a hol.,,, na.LÍon, sep*,re[=r1

{rc¡rn the other nati on=.

The rernainCer o{ Deurtet-Onorny ?? deel= r.;i.bh .,,åricLig

=exutal affence= which nå)' alsa be consider-ed ã.s inrpr-trpFr- þJã:,rE

a4 "beconri nq tr'ne. " Þ1eny ctt the l aurs nren ti ¡ned i n Deur tÉrDntrirr-v

:f, appÊår dir*ctlr- related to t!-¡e curlt"tlå"1 l-lre raån ,,ÞJl-rcfEe

testicles åi-E crut=lred t:r- u^¡hcr=e rnale n¡ernber iE cLr.t,' iif,:1i ;rnd

the "bestard" i"f,:?) are restrictec fran¡ entering ,,the

e==ernbJ. "¡ ct{ the Ltrrc. " The rneani ng a4 the term ', lf estål,-d,,

__l_l_A,_!_l_t= 
utncert*.in t16f,1 end it Í= mentrcned onI;- :it ûne

pri:bl en¡= i n.¡sl ved : n =ci-.li nq tagether f re=ir "1Frd oI d sl:i ns.1ó1- cf " r.+ith the dr=cur==icn on p" lEõ facut=ing cln =imil¡ritr'1 l:r.¡e
1å3. Eeuiteronarn'¡ If,l 1r!rã, 1gì:1.
1å:1" l.loth, Ð_eSÈ.EiErtEEy, F" 14ó.



tr,ther crcca=ic,n in the Dld restaine¡r.t. t1å41 Eraiqie =uqqe=t=
th-tt it rnåy refer to clrildren barn surt of r.iedloci,: Er ci-rrlcJren

born to cutltic pr-a=titutes. [1ó5] Thi= interpretaticn r¡rc¡r-rld be

in heeping l*ith the larger context since imprr:pÊr rtnion i.rsr-rld

agåin rEpre=ent disorder :nC therefcre di=quratif .¡ Fram cr-r1tj.c

participatisn"

F:etutrning to Deurter-oncrmy 
"f,:g-14 it nsurld ä,ppec-tt^ .r-hst

the military tråfnF engeged in hal y, r.jår reFresent= il-rs ,'åE=Efi-

b1y s{ the Lsrd." Ae God "rEEideE" in His huly ternple sc He

here "l''¡al l:s i n the mi dst at .r,ELrr cåffrp. ,' In D the enri =si ¡n at
night is de=cribed as "nst clear-¡" åTrd e>:crs¡r¡ent (in \Je-. 1f,)

is aften con=idered the "indecent thinç,, (úf vE. 14). Accard-
ing to D it appeårs th*rt both colrld ffiål:: Ê Ësd ,,tLr¡-r-r år4å,y frcm
'yoLt" (?f,:14). Thisr trf cclLrrEÉ, r,.ror-r1d sr-treIy =perl def ea.t =,nd

pos=ib1e death in the battle, God's pr-EÊEncÊ ÞJas; de=rrecl in
the militarr- cårnp end ås lrncleånneEE fiqutred lsrgr_=l ,- in ti-¡e

context of the cr-tltr Ee alsc in the conte¡lt c,f the ¡rrilib=rrv

trånrp in å haly wåF.

In thi s Få,EsågÊ the [:: Éy I s=lte cI =er 1y cùncÊrris the
presentre ct{ God al onç wi th that r^rhi ch Í s urncl ean gnd

i ndecent. The =phere ctt the hcl.y, Í E .tc, ren¡ai n =epåretecj f rctm

the =phere a{ the prc,fcìFr E. I'iothinq i= =s,rd a{ t-i¡r= ¡-rri,tLrre a{

the enrÍ==ion st nigirt eircept theb it creates å =Ls,Le cf
utnclÊÃ,rrl-¡ËsE" The e¡lcrernent is not cc:nnected w:iLh ,,LrrrcluÊë,i-r-

neEs i Ë 'i V ) butt retl-¡er i= de=cribed ss arr "ÍrrdÊcer-rt il-ring,,

1ë4, 5ee Zechari ah
1å5. Degterqng.tï,
bcrrn ås å ¡-esurlt ctt
f sther =i nce the 1;.pl

-iao

p. -:?7. lJr_= nste= that EVÉt-¡ thase rj-¡i1dr-en'[J-¡e rå,pe cf å =inql* r.jEfr¡é(t-r r..lor_r]d i-¡åvÉ å
requrrred tl-re inJ.n ti: rnårr./ tl-¡ç= vrctin,

.rt ¡¡ t



( ,l 'l 'l 9 ). Tl-¡is Hebrel.i term cån ar=o be trens.l;t.ted ,,c{f err-T t"'

sive"r "disgr*cefLr1 ", Gr- ,,nakedne=s,,.t1óói Enipha=irinç the
"nå[ieEine=8" the¡r¡e cine colrld ar'çlte tJ-rat it iE r-rú.t {il-=t and

forernast the excrenrent that iE sffensive (and mutst t-hereËar=

be ccverec ltp ) , br-rt tl-¡e ect a{ deieceti ng Í n ti-re i:åirrp ,¡rhr ch

wot-tI d ex po=e tr'nÊ ' s " na[tednesE,, , Tl-tuts the repeated trLlncÊri-r

that there be e place clrtside the cårnp urhere Er-rs miqht qo

iaw*ey irctm Gc:d 's "presÊncÉ" , v==. 1:, lf,) , t Iõ'7 j God, í r-r the

nii dst of the csff¡p , r,l-i,s nat tc sÊe ,,anyth i nq i ndecer¡t srnong

yo_t!r and tlrrn eh,*r,y f rorn yog,' ("i:.l. 4).

D'= lanqest and msst er:plicit Lrse cl the ci,,.,-rnci

concept= is fautnd in Deutteronorny'= ou-Jn .,,8!-siorr di the n¡eet-*

lau,l= i14:5-"1). This på,sEåçe hss a t.erï¡årllable re=einblenc= to
the rneet 1eu¡s f aund i n Le.yi ti cus 1 1 . The Le.,,i ti cr_r= pås=ågE

i s a f url l er treatrnent., hclwe.,,Er, uri th the eircepti cn af the

clean enimal list" In F on1.¡ sorïre urnclean aniirre. I= årË Ii=.Led

br-rt ns clean trnes, D 1i=ts ås cleen the Ei{ r the sheep, the
goatr the hert, the garel1e, the roeburc!,: , the r¡riirJ qaete ti-re

i be¡l r the antel trpE, and ilre rr¡c,ltnt*,i n-sheep. þlhere;s t en

clean larger s,nirn-rIs åt.F listed l-rhich heve the prapr:r cl-r;irå1¡.-

t=ri=tic=r rlcl clean bird= ãr-e 1i=ted cr char¡cteri=trc=
qi.''en. OrrIy the r¡åffiES Of tr,tu-nt¡, urnClean bircj E cl,t-Ê gJ.ven *nd

these, tca, åre difficr-rlt tc di=tinguri=h, å=. in the .å=É of
F. t1Èãl D'= stetment reçarding clEan f ish i= es=enti:rrI.r,

1éå. Ê =irnilar term i rlJl) ) referrinç tc: being naf,:erj cån be
f ouind elseurheru= in +*he oId re=trrnelrt. ãee Gel-r . ?: ,ì"-?f,,i I=;.
¡,?. :;. l:r at, I L r -î L_==¡, ¡.-¡t . ¿u.._¡u ._t;,
tb7. tiJc¡te el =o that tire bathi nç of sne=e1 f Fia-- tc be cl,:ne

crt-ttsi de the cårnp iDeu't " îf,: 1 L i .
1åã. Althaugh bc,th F'*nd D nrenticn 1t:r bird= ti-re bur¡:erC :.nCqrest cr.-¡i ar-e cmitt=d in F, 'the f s, lccn årrd tj-re :rbr= *arÊ nat

':i-r 1



The ¡rrcst ob.¿ior-rs di++Êrence betu.¡een F"= anc D'E rreet

lat+E is th-rt in D "å1 I u.iinçed in=ects årF utncreån', í14:1aì

rihile in P fc'utr dif+erent locur=t= crt- qrasshrFper= årÊ cclnEii-

ered c1ean. In an ef{crt ta al ign D'E u.rith F,'s Isclr=.t leu¡s

some schoiers have cannected 1,/Er-Ee= Iq and !i:r. t Iä?J ,.,,er-=e :i:¡

i s transl ated, "al1 cl esn wi nqed things .¡our nråy eat. ,' Thi =
i nterpretat-Í on v¡ot-tl d *i1 1ot,¡ f or- tl-¡clse i nsectE rnenti onecj r n

Le'¿itict-ts' The actutal Hebret.l terrns urged, l'loÞJe.rer, do r¡5-,*

support this cclnclutsion" In both tra=Es there is 1i1:tIe cjar-rL:t

that å bird and nc't ån i nEect í-- re{erred ts. In t/er=E i I the

i denti c*1 to F ex cept t-het

treatnient a{ the birds is

i t i s on1 i., neçati ve.

ter¡r¡ lsr bird is

era11i, rneaninq "{cþJl "

is u=ed in Le.yiticurs

=*et i =f i,i ng rat i onal e

locr-rst= in E and F"

D is mÉre concise. Furrther" D'=

nror-e po=i ti ve ccnrpared ts F r,¡here

r,¡hile in verse "tl it i= ilit-

collectively). The Eãrne terrrr f or ,,{Eþjl ,,

1l:1f,. It i= dif.ficurlt .tr: prc.,,ide å

{or thi s di f +Êrence u.ri L,lr reçsrds It: the

The rnost obvi olr= onri s=i on i ¡-¡ D, aE Er\,/er aq*ri nst i:,, Í =
it= total failure to treet the ',sr,rarirring thinqs,, ca.LegÊry,

Ïn F this category receives rrurch attention. [^liilr il-ri= in
rnirrd, it i.rourld =een¡ se,fe to ã.EsLrirre that p 1s prabebl.¡ ;t {:j-r:i=

poi nt i:r-ri I di ng Lrpon tfre ari gi na1 oI der 1 er.¡ r.ihi ch I Í t,:e1 y bcth

D and F'ut=ed,E17i:!l þiith F"= stronçer- emplrasi.= trrì il-re "di=-
srder" thÉr¡e this furrtlrer elabcration bi, F, i= urntJer-stsl-¡deble.

arnitted in D iaccording the U-re R5v t¡-an=1s,i-rr:n).
tð?. See CraiEie, SgUl=fgrJerlyr p. :f,:., if o.llr:u.is S"Fi, Driveri.17i:). 5ee p, 7" ifostnote !ç)? {sr Írrcjr-e liter-åry-critrcar
infsrmetron reg*rding tf-re nrea.t Iel.ie in D snd l:,.
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rì {er'l sther di tf er-entrÊ= betl.leen F' end D: snË a{ u¡hi ch

i= nat mentianed in D'= rneat lei.rs br-rt ã,FpÊål-s el ==r.¡here in t,,

trtrntrÊrn the esti nq ct{ anÍ rnal {at " In F' f at i E treetEd nrlrch

1i h: e bl oad snd i s r'ËEer-.,,ed {ar Gocl , lar LIEE onl y cjn the -r1tar
iLev. i:1ó-17)" In D, hor-lever, it aFFeärs thet the rtrn=Lrmp-

tion c'{ f at is nat prahibitu=d (Der-tt" f,Î: L4). f,nother ciii.f er-

entre releted to the rneat lan= i= that in D that urhich die= di

i tsel 'f cor-rl d be Eol d to ån ', aL i en ,' ( Deurt . 14ril)" ln F ¡i1
that diee by itsetf maþ:e= both nati.¿e end strsnçer lrncleen

{[_¡ar,u. 17 t 1i:t, 15-"(]) . riccording to F, Ëc,d ,s lau.i= åt-e the erlffi€7

"both {sr the native Er the stranger r.rhc EsjourrnE årrúr-rg .¡ctLr,'

(Lev. 18r "ó) . Thurs Dr in this cäse FErcei.,,=s å clesr diEtinc.-

tion between I=rael ite and nÐn-Israel ite.

Tlrose scholers whs trestt D's mestt 1ai.¡s -rt åny ler¡qth in

their cornrnentary cln Derrteronorny ur=lra11y advance ti-¡e tr¡di-

tional interpretatian= fcr the lar¡s ¡lentioned in chapter t,¡rs.

ThÍ= str-rdy hag attemp'ted ta sdvance å rrcre =a.tiefying inter-
pretatian sr F"= rneat laws usir-rg the þJc,r-l:: of Daurçra=,

I'leusner, Feldrnan end other=. It i= diff icutlt, i-roþrer,/Ét-, te

elaborete at åny length with reg*,rds tc, the cL.,'r-u-rcl regutl;-

ticrng {sutnd in D becaur=e Eo little ettention i= qi.,,en ts the

'l'et i t åppeårs saf e to å,ssLlffie L.hst inr-rch a.t- r.¡h¡t

lie= et the ireart at the lews in ?1 is trure als¿:, fcr D =vÉn
thourçh Iittle is e:lplicitly said.

It r'Jas nc:ted earlier tha'[ D ð(ppeår= rnûi.-e trcncernec i.rrth

pre'rentinç fc,reign religic.'r-rs pr*ctices in Isl-c-tel . Sinril¡i-

trgntrer-nE åre evident in F. 'r'et I="= i¡-rten=e iocr-rs ún .,lod and

it-= de=ire th;rt "*..1 I lsreel" be ri, haly n*tion, úne ,¡rhÍch



rnEdÊ15 itsel{ sfter the pr-ies'b1y paredigrn, dc,es not *iIlcr.i fa¡-
;r continural polernic;. 1 reflectian Lrptrn the sther rerrqisns, rn

F *11 within the canrnrrrnity €rre ta be ,,1-r ÊIr-,,¡ both the ¡:eople
and thei r pEssessi sn. Thi = i. s cl eer al=s i n F,,s el at,sraIl on

s{ the hcl y r-Jår 1su.rs r,-.¡here F, cl er¡¡and= th.rt aI l bca1y qsl ned

nrust be putrified befc'¡-e beinq ab=orbed by the canrmurnrt.¡ il,l,*rrn,

f,1:19-?(:r)" l'Jo rnentisn is nr,rde af this prectice in Ð ,¡,rhere

the cleansing a+ bocty qairr ed, *ppeãr= not to heve been pråc-
ticed icf " Deurt" 3:f,5i 3i:r:1t_l-14). F, l *'re than L,,, pÊt-cElvFE

that al l Tsrael i s å "hoI .¡,' n¡,ti on and seeh: E to n¡ai nt;ti n that
"hslinesE" by encoutreçing each Isr-relite to mcdei hi=,¡her
life after tlrst aÍ the prie=t1 wl-rc li.,,eE elr crf 1r{e åe in
the pre=entre cti Ead.

ïn F the c1,"utnc1 laur= åptlRår ås å signi{icant p;-tr.t gf
F'= agenda ts =¡rtentr t.he r=eIrn ct.l the sa,cred into Ê\,,8rì,, iË.,,Ei

n{ 1i{e" The IEraelite is to live life ever cclr-¡Ecic,r-tE si
Ë,:d-'s presencE snd thr-rs =ymbcI i c*r 1.¡, exprEEE Hi = lral i nes=.

Ta 1 i'¿e r.¡i thi n God 'E di vi ne order , synrbcl i c=r1 J. r- re{ j ectr nç

Hirn ùy sf f irrninq arder and Iif e, God'= special ce=rqrr Lrptrn

l-Ji s creati on snd lli E perf =cti on, i = to be il-re goal ai e;cl-r

ïsraelÍte, åtrctrrr-dii-rg tc, F'"

Ïo be =ltre, D also =outghL ts irr=pire I=¡-eel tc l-rcllinËE=

br-rt its appr-aach di{+ered Ín that it did nct Lrse the prr==1.1.¡

paradiçm cr the c1z'urncl regutlations ta prarnc,.te ã sgn=É cf
Êsd's order and de=ire to bu= continr-raI 1y pre=erit wrth Hi=
peaple" DT ha.,,ing qathered the slder tr¡di tisns, dae= not
dir-ect1,v' rel¡te then¡ ta tl-re cr-rLt ås does i='. yet the ccnLr-.ls.t-

"il4



inç thernes a{ srder,¡diserdertlTll anci Ii.Êez,deethlr77.l are
clearly pre=ent thror-rçhaurt D. Here, toc, crder and 1ífe åre
hi ghi i ght'c-d and af f i rmed by D. These da¡ni nant .il-rËir¡L=E Lrr-rdtrLrb t-
edly go bacll to the beçi.nninq= sf yahr¡.risff¡.

illthcr-rçh D po=ses=ed inåny o-t F's trsncËrnse D rippeår-E

n,ore directly engaçed in å po1 errric eqain=t for-eiçn cr-rltic
practices" D'= dcrminsn't centrali=atisn therrre is trLlntrerneri

that Israel nat f sI1ar,¡ the rel i çi au= precti c=s d{ c¡,nsen.

Focr-rsed i nten=el y cin the threet af ,,påqan,, i nf l urence, D f r=q-
utently jutrttapo=e= "r=Få,el" e.Frd the ,,{oreign naticlrrE,,. Tl-r i=
explaing the distinction betr.reen the Iau.,r far tl-re I=raelitc_
and the alien"tl7f,l In p. houJer¿Er, 6ad'= Freegnce s,i-ici lli5'
hoI i ness i = f requtentl y jurxtaposed r..ri th tl-¡at r.rhi ch stands i n

contrast to Hirn and Hi= created order isnd i= thurs EEn=Ld=reC

pro{ane) . F', 'tocLrsi ng nrg¡-E En Gad *nd the clrL t , r.ri th ¡-rclt a=

great å need ta be s.= pol erni cs1 ã= D,, hope= .that *l I I i.,,i. nq

t'rithin I=reel , botlr native and s'trsnqer, will li.,,e abc-cre.ntj.r-

according to God'= laurs

concerned rncirÊ r¡i th the threat f rorn the ourt=i de, D

rra[:: ÊE littre or nc] menticn of the cl¡'urnc1 ¡-egurlatr.=n=

concerned r.ii tl-¡ the deac, trhi l dbi rth , 'l ÊFrÐs./ ' and .di s_

cherqe' " In D'= treatrnent of the rneet I au,¡= " r.rhi cl-¡ rerei ve

rncr-E ;tttenti c]n than a1 I the cti-rer c1,,'utncl 1au.r=, D pi ace= ther¡r

=qurarel;' in a polemical c¡nte:rt. In pi Gc,d thraurqh i"lcse=

gi've= the lst'.¡= tc, the holy ccnrmLrnity in cE\,/snån't urrtir Gad =t
'I7I' The cLtl-=es at tl-re end at Der-rtËï-rnEmy al=c: :i{frrnr ordei-clver aq*in=t chgcs ii7; lI-?ó).
L7". úther påseaqes i+here the =pirere= ct{ 1i f e ¡nd ds:.th Ë.r=not to be inl.xc-d clFE {ournC in Der_rt" 1+l.f_[bl it_r:5-7ï :+:4_ó.17I. See p. ir:)f,.



5i n-ri . Tire n¡eat I awE i n D, l-¡BrrjÊvEt- , å,rÊ FreEeded u.lr th å prtr-
hibitian egain=t practicing Fågån rnaurrninç cut=tr:n¡= iDer-rt,

L4:1-I), -.": åFE fr:11cr'ied by {utrtl-rer i¡rEtr-urc'b.isr-, directl.y
related to prclribited cutlLic practice=. The csnrrïrã.ndrne¡-¡t ,,yELr.

Ehall not boil å llid in it= ¡notherE mil[':" {Derrt.14:i].b)ri_1741

ha= been ccrnnected ta f arbidden "paçãn,' t.ite=. t1751

The {c:l1cr.iing pås=åçe (Deurt. 14:?"{f " ) relatinq j:c

ïErael'= "{ir=t-{ruritE" tithinç practice, alss åpFeårE pal=rrr-

ical . D is clearlr- trtrncerned with tl-¡ e qutestian: Ts r.\rl-rtrrr¡ dc, i
af{er nry titl-re and p¡he.re? Accsrdinq tc Il it i= rnrpartant
that it be o{fered "be{trre the Lard ytrLrr Gad, in the p];ce
Hhich he will chc'cse, to rnal.,: e hi= Frårne di+el 1 there,, (f,i=r-tt"

14: 14) . The theme i s rnenti oned ser,,er¡,1 ti nre= i n Deuttr=ron{rrrr.,r

14r 3!-17. In F" s treatrnent at the ti the {Lev. i?: if,-Z5i ,

hculever r clne f inds nE çlaring poleirric. In this n¡Ere r.rci-sl-rip-

ful =etting, F' d,,es not address '¿he qutestian r*,i=ed bi, D br_rt

sirnply ccrnsiders tlre tithe.to be hoI¡, ¡nd,,åTr af.fer-inq ui
prai =e tc, the Lc'rd,, (Le./. 1?: 14) .

Dt *lthoutçh utndc'utbteil 1y, crfqni:snt ctt the cL¡'urncI reeu-
lEtticrns, is s,b=arbed u.¡ith å iT,trrï-e pre==ing corìcet-ni Frc-tÍïrÊi./

th¡t af preservinç Israe1 äs å htrrI.,, tLi!.Lg.t, seFãrateC ii-snr

the clrltic practice= a4 its neiçbor=. D1 rr¡if¡-E prÊ-ECcr_rprec

rJith polenric=, focutees 1eç= trtrt the curlt tl-rå,rr dces F,. irjsI

FErcei i'i nç {crei gn cr-rl ti c pr-acti ces ås tl-r rÊåteni nq ås f,,, F

=Eef,: = tc, inter-pret aIi at li{e in relation to L. l-r e curlt eni
Ësd '= pr-EsEnce i the greater thre*t ) .

17+. iìl=o in
175. Von ilad ,

E:r od . ?f,: I ?.
Ql-d Icg!.grgtl.t/EL 1, F. ii)ç"



CHAPTEFJ 5 ] i:

pguGtAg. ¡lE:usr\j_ER Êf,J! E_E_LprlÊN ËEÇgIr5llEE_EB

The c1.z'urncr-rerated þJErl':: a{ Dourgla=, r,ieur=ner and

Feldrnan wås auttlined in chepter tlrree. l.lo critiqr-te af g-¡eir

worll wå5 affered ¿tt that tin're --ince it þJas first nece=Eäry ts
e:':a¡nine P- F"s 1arçer thec,laqy and its perticutl .-tr Lrse ct.f ts-i-¡i=

cl.u'ltncl regr-rlations hJåe develaped in chapter= {cutr and fi.¡e,
A cri ti qute al the u¡srk of the=e three =chol er= nohJ f a.L l cf þJ=.

As we relate the finding= af chapters fcutr c-tfld five to
the r,{Ðrl':: of DoutgIas, f.jeutsner and FeIdrnen, bcgr pc,siti.,,s., ccl¡-r .-

triburtians and shartcornings u.¡i11 becorne åppårent. In e.,,å1uret-

ing tlre=e schol*¡-s it will be shou.¡n that each ad.,,€tnce= å
scherne ttr,tr, na¡-Fcr.J to accournt adeqLrately for clz, lrncl. yet b,r,

incorporating the strengthe of esch into å, 1ar-çer- s,¡nrbc,Irr:

systern r'lhicl-r hiqhIiqhts the 1arger ccntrs=tinç sEl-renrË d.F

orderi diEorder, it r¡¡i11 be po==ibIe to åd',,ërnce the drscr_rs-

sion of P's c1z'urncl lar¡¡s.

ïhe approach tåi:: en here i n r-ecc,nsi deri ng tlre þJc,r[;: of
the three schol ars proceeds as fcr I ouJs, Fi r=t , å bri ef
re'vieu¡ o{ their u.¡o¡-[r is urnderta]:: en. second, .the particr_rIer

=tr=nqths of thei r þJErl,: åre hi çh1 i ghted. Thi rd, thei r L.real,:-

nesseE ãÍ-e di Ecutssed and al ternati ve vi ews of f ered r.Ji-rere pcls-
sible. Fina11y, =trrne refnå¡-1.:: s will be made reqarding their_

çeneral approache= å= they rel ate to th i s sturd,¡.

Doutgl as ' hJoF r',: i = b;. f ar the mtrr-e ccnrprehen=l i.,e and

t'¡i 1l , theref ore { rr=trei ve consi. iJerebl y rnere sttentr c,n than

?J-17



that of ths other s " ['Je r.ri I ] beq i n r.,¡i th her ÞlcJr i;: .

Ê" l]ÊRJ' pouQl-Êg¿ Ê ÇRJfJgu_E Êr.rp ço|jflEllfÊEy
t"lD haE =hou¡n that al l peopl e are ençaged i n ri tr_tat

activity i.¡hich furnctic,ns 
=.ymba1 ica11,¡ in strurcturring cne.E

world" Thror-tgh vsriolts ritltals, freqr-rently åe-sotriated i.ri.th
the elimination sf "dirt" rr "pollLrtionr,, å society clrEåni¡e=
i ts en'i ronrnent, t 1 l Flrrther , å,ctrordi nq ta HD, the bady, tco,
cån f uncti on as å, symbol of å soci ety's parti curr ¡tr socr -r1
ei{peFi ences, she devel ops these vi e,¡¡= i n her =tr_rdy o{ cl z,urncl

Í n Levi ti cut= and Deuteronclrny.

For l"lD the concept of hol i nÊss i E central . sl-¡e recagni -
tEE tl-rat hol inÉsE is o{ten interpreted ås ,,=eparatenEsE,,, butt

f or her the i deas of r^rhol enesg and ctrrnpl etene== åre basi c to
an utnderstandi ng of the cl /utnc1 reqr-t1 ati ons. Iler i,i eur, stated
sLrctrinctly, foI 1oþJs:

In short the idea cti horiness þJas gi'ren ån ex.ternalphysi c*l er: pressi on i n the whol enEs= of the brd..¡seen as a perf ect container.... t¡lho]Ene=e- is al=ae:<tended to si qni f y cornFl etneEs i n à saci al tron-text " " " " Hol i ness rneåns tleepi ng di =ti nct thecsteqories of creation. t3l

1, Flecentl.¡ DoLrgIa= hss u¡ritten concerning ,'po1 1urtion,, idea=in technologicsl 1y ed'¡anced csurntrie=. She nc,te= th=rt,,dår¡-gers åFe Eelected Íor purblic concer-n according to =trençthand di recti on of saci al cri ti ci =rn,, 
(p. T ,, , both i" "pri rni ti vE,,cultltres snd in o.-rr- or.,Jn, she qurestions, "í= it evEr pc,==ib1eto see neture through neutrar =ci enti f i c I en=e=?,, ip. 4.,i) . Inher third chapter l'lD ed"'antre= e>:arnple= =howing hor.¡ =crenti=t=di saqree on rnåny i ssues. Di f f erences i n opi ni on b-v the =ci =n-tific carnmlrnity regarding water cantarnination and chernicalspilIs in tdinnipeg (nat to rnention the dÍver=e internqtionalperepetrtive concerninq the diEa=ter at Chernobyl) cautld besdded tc, the e:rarnpl es she 1i =ts. ifD observes th=rt He h;tvernutch inforrnatisn trontrerninç the ri=l': E of sr-rrr-bathing (=!tincancer), Erno[,: inÇ (lurng cancer), etc. r yet c]Lrr chaice a{ ri=!,: 

=is largel;'detErmined by the bie=e= of oLrr scciety. E_r=_[ and
Q,ULLLI1C (Lo= rìngeles: Uni,rersi.tl- aÍ CaI if orni"r F,re=s, 1?g?) ,pp. b7-F".
3. l"lary Dougl a=, Fr-rrlty gnd langgr- , pF. 31_5f,.
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þli th thi s urnderstandi ng of hol i ne=s she exanri n=s al
c1lunc1 reglrlatic:ns alonç u.rith other 1eu.rs tr¡ditic:nell
di rectl'¡ rel *ted to thern.

¡L-Lt tc

--LITtJ L

The rnost sÍgni{icant ccntribr-rtion rnade bi, ÞlD i= her

attenrpt tc, utnder=tend the larçer- symbolic =.7=te,nr which incsr-
porate= al I a{ Israel i te 1 i f e ¡nd rel ate= rneåni nç{url 1y tc al t
of the 'yåricrLrs contrer-ns a{ thet societ./. l.Jc, other =cho1¡r
ha= ad'¿anced a =ymbal i c systern prhi ch i = ås cc'rnprÊl-lensi !,e.

Using the therne of holinese, åFrd it= nre*ning of u.;ho.[el-]ess, l"lD

di =cLt=se= the '/åri oLts rutl es ctf behsvi or , acti ons and EiíFetr-

t¡tiErrB, f outnd in I=rael 's LrEe o{ c1,/r_tncl .

l'lD's in=i=tence c'n the signif icant role at p,E crestian
accournt i E al so l aurdabl e. she r..¡r-i tes, ',to Eeeh: to urnderst*nd

thei r anci ent pr-rri ty rurl eg i = to seel:: to accept the chal i enge

of seeing how their whole world hJå.s constiturted, st=-trt:ing

f rorn Genegi = r, . , " " tf,l rìny attempt to urnders.tand the cl z.urncl

regul -¡ti on= nrut=t tstle seri ousl y the coErnol ogi cal con=i dera-
tion= of Isreel.

A final festutre ulhich certsinly di=tinqr-rishes ¡1D frc¡¡-r

al1 other =cholar= e:rarnininç the clz'nncr theme i¡r the oLd

Te=tanrent i s her Lr=e of "body, =ymbol i sm. ,, Accordi ng to Þ1D

each sacrety prEjectE å particurlsr .¡ie,¡.r of the bodr- r.¡irich in
turrn ref l ects i ts vÍ ew øt i tsel f . Here, tcio, the i dea ctt

r.¡hol ene=e, Especi al l y as i t rel ete= to the physi ca.l tad.y ,

plays ån irnportant rale. As whslenes=, onÊnee= end tronplete-
nes5 s;-rnÍ:o1i:e holines=r sE hybrids end conflrsicns åre syrnbo_

1 i c d{ that p¡hi ch i = sbarni nsbl e. þii th thi s FrÊrnlse she mal.::ÉE

f,. "Critiqure and Cornn¡enteF.f ,', p. 1f,?.
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some i ntere=ti ng ob=ervati sn= regardi ng IErstel 's rel i gi cns,

=aci*1 and political reçlrlations and percept_ion=.

I n ths f oI I ot'ii ng d i scut=si cn { acr-rsi nç crn the ,¡jeå¡.:: ne5,s=E

in i'lD's l'rcrrl',: , it is these three rnåjtr'r points u¡l-rich this =turd;,
t^¡i11 test" Althoutçh it r.ri11 not be denied that hcIine=E, the
creat i on accoltnt snd bod;- =ymbol i snr åre i mportant f grctcr = i n

utnder=tending the ci,,'urnc1 reçlrlatíans, ref inernent= r..rilt need

tc' be rnede to strrnË ol l'lD ' = trclnc 1 r-t=i Éns. Sarne poi nt= sr{=

tenlrcurs while otherE need to be di=mi==ed.

It wi 1 I be arguted bel c't¡ that lfD's ryi ew ctt hol i ne=s needs

soÍnÉ ref i nernent. rì= i t Etands, i ts n¡ai n il-¡eme, that af

"who1 erress" , appeårs to be rnoFe å produrc.b at her darni nant
conceFns regarding bod'¡ =ymboli=nr and body disch;rEÉs, than å

resul t ctÇ F''s urnder=tandi ng af God " Further , her concept aÍ
"r'rhslEness" dces nc,t accorrnt adequrately for alI the varicur=
regul -rti onE.

rn er:a,rni ni ng F 's broader theol oqy i n chapter f aurr , i t
was argured that di'¡i ne order , EVer- egai nst chaos, i s the rncst

=ignif icent therne in F's treatrnent o{ Gcd. Ëod enrbodies srder
snd frsrn His orderinq of tnings springs life, desiçn, r-¡år-

rnc'ny r and perf ecti on. Al thaurqh the theme= o{ r,.rl*¡sl Enes= snd

cornpl etenes= cc'url d be sdded to il-rese the-v cån onl y be sec-
ondar;' to ths=e otherE jur=t rnentioned. Gr-en.ted, ì:he thernes o{
t'¡hsleneEE and con'rpletenes= åFe p*r-t o{ P'= creation accournt.

God had c¡-eated ån e>rceedingly good creatian ha'inq e\,,er-),-

thi ng nece=så,r',,/ f c'r c,rderec snd harmoni ours I i {e. \,et 1n F the
tccent is c1earI.7 En the divine arderirrg d{ life. According
ta F Gc,d's crderlr- r-¡orld stands in sh:rp csntrest to the

11 
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chåÊE r"rhich preceded this divine srder (Gen. 1:"),
lis r'rhol ertess and ccnrpl eteneEE f i gurre prorni n=nt1 ;, i n r'lD ,E

utnder=tsndinç al holinee:s, this i= tr-ure also ctl hc-r =tutcl y, ci
the meet l it'¡=' She t'¡ri t==: "The di et*ry l er.is r,¡ourIC have been

lihe =igns u':hich at every tutrn in=pire meditat:ian ún th= clne-

ne5s, plrrity and cornpleteness of God.,'[4] Althc¡rqh the leu.r=

ntr' doutbt ÞJere ta f uncti c¡n tc ren¡i nd the I s,rael i te= øt thei r
Gad, it is nat the anirnel'= "trofiip1ete" tål:cfncrn:Lc strrtr-rs burt

d j''¡i ne order u¡hi ch sholtl d açai n Fecei..ze the ernphasi s, It þJåE

-rrguted s,bo've thstt the the¡nes tr)l clrder end 1 i f e be=t ex p 1 ai n

-the rneat l ans" i5l Those ani rnal s u¡hi clr rncr=t cclrrrpl etel .¡ ref I ect
Ëod's intended crder ere can=idered cIeen.

14Ð'5 strict cla==,ification of the anirnal r,iorrd intc
three categcri.es is also Lrnconvincing. Her =utççe=tion tl-ratj
"åÍ1y cras= ø4 creeturre which iE not eqr-tiFped for the riçht
t¿ind of loccmotion in it= ele¡rent is contrary tc, l-r.:1i-
ne=s, " f óJ appears ts rni EE the poi nt. Êcccrdi ng ta lrll år-r./,

snirnal which dces nclt usholly or completely fit r,litl-¡in i_¡€r

three cetegories is considered urncres,n. she u.¡rite=:

Ether precept= er:tend lrol i nesE to speci. es rndcetegar.ies. H-vt'rids and other confrt=isnE åre abr:n¡-
i nated. . " " We cån concl urde that hol i nÊEs 1 =exernpl i{ied b'i ctr'rnFletenesE. Hol ines= reqr_rire=th.at individurels ehsrr confarrn to the clas= ta
r''rhi ch they bel anq. rind hoI i nes= reqlri res thet di. f *ferent cia=se= at things sharr nct be canfLrsed.izl

Yet in the treatment crf hybrids F dot=s not åppeã,r to be r-rsing

Etrme cla==ir'icetÍon Echen¡e based Gn the rnq;rns Ef lscsn¡c,tian

4. Fur¡!!y
A" 5ee Fp.ó. luri_ty'
7 Tt-.i ¡{

and langer, p" =7" Enrphasis rnine.
144-14ó and 1Aó-1A7.

nld QÉnqgf., p. 
=8.H. Ji¡.
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burt sn the Ef.LLç.Lp.Le Ef. qåL[.LiL!.ing.

i nÍ ti aI I y rn 6od '= creati on.

Lb.g É.1_r, i r1g or d er.- r, l =ro-{F¿¡ E'LE!

Eecaur=e scrrrre nrarphcloçical criteria å,re s,dvanced by F,

regarCi ng certei n l and- and r¡ater-based ani rnal =, l"lD beI l evEs

that i t i s P'= i ntent tc, hi qhl i ght these characterr gti cs.

she ccrncedes that ntr descrÍption is çiven {dr birds, and the.r-

åI.e, theref oreu not treated by r4D. tBl rhe f act that F, doeg

not adv*cnce stand.=rd descriptions {ctr alI *nirnal=, hcr,^le./er,

sltggests that no ri gi d cl agsi f i cati cn =cherne 5 bc-isEd En th=

EeåE= trf loco¡r¡otion, is intended. In chapter fii,e carrall's
cr-itiqlte o{ l'lD's creation classiíicetion Echerne þJåE diEcursEed

and it need not be =on=idered again here.t?l Ec¡th F and D

ãppeår cogni=an't ct{ the fact that God had c¡-eated dietinc't
creatutres[ 1t-t] t'¡ho Þiet-e to 1i'¿e harrnoni outsl y i n God '= createtj

B. Jbid. Dor-tg1as u¡ri tes, "Eri rd= r can såy nothi nq :tbaurt, be-
cåuser ås I have said, they å,¡-Ê nan¡ed and not cescrrbed....,,
Focutsi ng on the parti cutl er mode aÍ l acornsti an i n e¡ch spher=
=he =peculate=, "it rnåy u¡e1 1 turrn outt thst they Iurnc1ean
b i ¡"d= I are anornal olrs bec¡utse they swi m end d i '¡e åE r.rel 1 åg'they {r / t trtr i n sorne other L-Jãy are not f url 1y bi rd-1 i l:e,,(!Er_d.., p. 5ó)"
9. See p. 1f,4. Futrtherr þrÉr-e it trure that all clean aninrele
needed to conf orm to Éne of f,lÐ'= three c*tegori es, hã.,,i ¡-¡g the
åppropri ate characteri sti cs, i t waul d be r_tnl i ilel y that thecherurbirn, thoge mythoraçical creatutres with wings [=ee T. H.G-rster, "ÊngÉI5," I!8, r/o1 . 1 ff..lashvi..11er Abinçdan,, i?ó:.r,pp. 1aå-La73, wautld hå.ve received the hat 1c,r.,red po=iti,:n qiven
t¡ them. one r.¡oul d thi nt: th;t the qre;t =Eå nron=t=r , aI so.,waurld her¡e been de=cribed ås urnclean (6en. 1¡î1). Thurs the
rn*rin point åppeåFs nat to be the ¡rrÉåns ctt lacornatian bur.t thetrcncEl.n that al 1 creaturres 1 i.¡e äccc,rdi nq ta God ,-- i ntended
order - P =cutght ta prohibit the "rnii{inq,, a-Ç God '= creetedorder (see pp. 1Eå-187).
1i:). rn both F' and D Ene f i ndE å{ cÐncern f or i denti {yi ng ånanirnal "accordinq ttr' its l,: ind.,' The term f or ,'l:ind,, irr both
cåse= is not Dll¡?, ae r-r=ed in LÊ'2. 19:l? Er Der-rt. rr:?, br-rtit is rrther the Hebrer¡ ternr 1'Q (cf " Le.¡. l1: i4,15,1,:,1?,
i3':?' with Dertt. 14: 1f,,14,15,la) . In p'= cree+*icn ¡ccournt¡nd its tellÍng of the fli:ad acccrnnt, where F describe= r
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order" As creatures tr¡nsgre==ed God'= design= {ctr tl-rËnr, hi,

eatinq rneat ctr in E-onrÊ þJåy becorning eymbolical 1y åssgtri.rted
t''¡ith desth úr disal'der, they becarne unclean for the IErselite=
to eat. They þJeFe not ltncl san i n thernsel vEE, br-tt l=rael þJs.=

forbidden ta internali:e cjr identify in an), r.Jåy with that
whi ch di d not re{ I ect God 's order.

THo fel1or.¡ anthropologiststlill have al=s critÍci:ed i,4D

f cr I i mi ti nç her expl anati on of the I =r*reI i te rneat I e,¡r= ta

=or-ne enirnal texonorny' In rÊsponse to their criticiErns i',1L1

concedeE thst she ori gi naI I y f ocursed too narroull .¡ En her
classif icetion Echerne, t11l t¡jith reçard ta her earlier rå_
ti onar e f ,'r the lrncl Êannes= of å pi E she r.rri tes i n respan=c-

to Ër-rlrner's criticisrn:

on rng¡-e rnatutre ref l ecti on, end wi th the hel p of hi s
or.Jn [Elrrrner'=] re=earch, I c-rn nclþJ see thrit the pigto the rsrael i tes cor-rld have had a =peci al tar:onc-
mi c staturs equri val ent to that of the otter i nThailand- It carries the adiutn¡ at ir¡urrtiple poIlur-tion- First, it palluttes becaurse it defie= thecIa==ification of urngulateE. seccnd, it po1 lutte=
beceutse it eats carrion. Third, it polIu.tes becc-LrsÊ
í t i s reared as f aod by nc'n-I sraer i te=. An
I srael i te r.¡ho betrothed å { orei gner mi ght hå,.,e beenIiable tc, be offered a feast of pork. t1"1

þlith this "murLtiple poIlr-ttion,, srgLtrnent slre åd,¿ance= ån

interpretation u..rhich accolrnts {ar the utncleånnËEs d{ the Fis

di'vrrle]y ordereci p¡orld made Lrp sf di=tinct part=, the i:erml'n i= lrsed fifteen tinres iGen. 1:11,1:,î1r?4,!5; .,::r:)ï7z 74) " The terrn rnay r¡ell har¡e been ut--ed rn'r-e f reqr_ren.ÈÌi, b,,, F,becsurse of it= desire to highlight God's creation crder, seealso pp. 186-187 and 1?o-198"
1iJ. Ralph Burlrner! "þjhy is the ca==owary l,lat å Êird? A F,rsblenro{ ZaoloçiceI Ta;lonorny Anrong the ki¡r¡nr of the l,,lew Gurine;r
fiqFlandsr" Þ1an ?i19å7), 5-:5t and 5.J. Tarnbieh, ,,Anin¡al= åreËcsd to Thi nl':: åñd 6occ to F'rahi bi t, ,' Elhnol ogy 7 r. rgb? j | 4"f,-+3q.
11" JmpÅis¿! llgening=, p. 

"7i1.11" Ibid., p. 
"7t.
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frorn vä,risur= ançre= butt, at the sårnÊ time: Fro 1cnçer =trictly
adhere= ts her holines=-whoIenegg 

=cheme,
HD' utsing her grEupz'çrid interpreti.¿e =chernetlf,r and

f oc.r=i ng cn the ph;'=i c:.1 body. eI Er åppeårs to f ai I i n her
attemp't to correlate clearly Isr*reI's sacial ergårri¡aticFr
r'tith its particltlar cosrnolEgy" AIthourçh ghe Eeeks to å,c1,/-1r¡cE

å scherne rrlhi ch r^¡i 11 accburnt f c,¡- a =oci ety ,= trrncel-nE reçard_
ing pr-rrity, rit*ar, rnagic, FErsclnå,1 identity, body cantrul ,

tr-encs, "siTr", =lrffering, etc.,t14r she e>:pects tse murch a{
her groLrp iqríd model . Tho=e r,lho inay sttenrpt tc, f st t ar,.t her
argurrnent*rti on r.ri 11 nc't f i nd the tastl ån eåsy one. Gi ven her
high leve1 ct{ abstrection, t¡hicl-¡ al 1ou¡s her a ,rariety of
trtrntr1ltsi trn-- r and her strc,nq einphasi s cln soci et_v ' = v j. er,¡ at
"the body" , r+hi ch Ehe sutçgest= actrLu-atel y re{ l ects the l arger
sÛcial organism, l'lD can be s,cclr=ed ctl redutcing in¿livrdutal -qnrl

=oci al Eel f -percepti on to a si ngl e i nterpretí r,e =ystenr. Ë.rI -
thoutgh her approach to urncoveri ng the =ymboI i c Etrutctrrres
inherent in å =ociety Ëan assi=t clne in urnder=t:nding certain
aspect= of =aci ety, PrD 's broad EcDpe, ccnrpl ex theor-.., anrr

tendency t,' reduce thi ngs to + i t her gri d,/gra*p =chen¡e, has
prompted Etrme ts reg-erd her worl;: ås ,,å terri b.l ,¡ ctrinpl i cated
wåy aí cf,ver-sirnplifying e.zery.thinq,,,II5]

l'lt-tch o{ ÞlD ' s thearr- rs=t s clt-t her .,¿i eti of bod.,., =.;;rnboI i =m ,

and it is particr-tlar1'¡ here u.¡here =he rnis¡-e;¡dE the cl¡.ltncl
regutl¡tion= sf F. There cån be no denying .that fsr F,the bsd.¡

1f,. See pp" f,5-f,ó. Especiallr- fsotnote !1.14. Ua!.ur*L S,¿oþe.l=, Fp . jj-se.
15- F'eter stein{er=, ¡'ftgr,zig¡-¡ of fri.-ttutrer FymÞ-e_!= -cnd F,r_rrliynng D_iEq.Ë.t. " egEEg[H.EÈt çf, i 1 g7i-t] , p. -5,;.
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futncticned in å =ymbolic þJay, but I'lD's treetnrent, E=pÊcreLlr*

of body discharge and its meaninq, findE litt1e =urppcrt in p.

Ta surqge=t that a1 1 wh i ch tr an=gre==e.s the bod ,- 
, s bautnd_

ari est 1ól i s consi dered urncl ean becaut=e i t has =eperated
i tsel f f rorn thst perf ect , whol e contei ner r måy be .t¡-ure c,f the
Lele people, r.lho r.JEre the abjects aÍ l"jD's care.tr_r1 =tr_td.y, in
her field'"¡crl: r br-rt this i= net true Ídr F,. To sutgçest {urrther
th;rt Ene i nterpret transgre=si on o{ bod;, nrargi n= rlE å thr-e¡t
to tl-re bolrndari e= o'f the ,'bady pol i ti c,, r.17J *l =o rernai ns

dsr-rbtf r-tl . [^Ji th i'lD's i ntense f oclr= c]n soci et-v ås å =el f -
conteined organi=rn u¡hich crders all r,¡ithin it= bolrndarie=,
she fai 1 s to rtnderstand p'= theol ogi cal 1 y ori ented wri ti nç=.

Accarding to ÞlD, "r,Jhen riturals expr-ess en;<iet.y at,s¡rt the
body's ori{ices the =sciological ccunterpart of this aniliet;,.
i = a trå,.e to protect the pol i t i car and cr-tl turrar r_rn i. ty øt a

mi nori ty EroLtp " " t 181 It wi I 1 be shal.¡n beI or.,r that thr = nri nor-
í t'y qroLtp , tih i ch IID envi =å,qÉs , wå,s nei ther åE e¡r c I r-rsi v- nEr-

ås preaccurp i ed wi th bod;- d i =charge å= =he surgge=t s .

t{i th regard to 1"1Ð'= contenti on th*t bady di scharge i 
=

consi der-ed uncl eån , the di scLr=si on i n chapter f i ve on

'di scl-r årge' iLe'¡. 15) does nst =urppcrt her vi er.i. Those

ergurment= n¡entianed there, r.rhich sutggest thstt F 1= etr,leL.,,

hi ghl i ghti ng di =charqe f rc¡n the sexural or-qåns, wr 1r not be

rai sed agai n t 191 butt the'7 stand i n contrast to l,1D 
.= mlrch

i é. Se= p. 4i:r.
1,7 " F'urr!!y and Denger r FF " 1 14- 1 

"B,18. Ibid., p, lI4.
L?. See pp. ió.f-17".
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braader view"t:(:)l Other F'tex'L,s fr-rrther plrt in qute=tian an^/

i nterpretati on l.lhi ch çenErå1 1.r, con=i derE bodi 1y enri s=i c,ns ìE
rrnclean" For exemple, in the I,J.r¡irite vor,J the ir.rir a{ å

l'ls:irite is ct-tt and i= ursed in å sacríficial rite (trJr_rm.

ó:18). Tlris practice wourld be r_tnlil.,: e1y FJÊrE hair? sepåratc,rl

from the "u¡htrle cantsiner-", con=idered unclÉån. þjith reçard=
to the loEs of hair in the "1epro=y 1a,;,¡s" il-rere i= *l=o nË

ccrnnectic,n betv¡een lost hair and. rrncleenness iLÊ,,,. 1f,-14).
Hair rernoved frorn the body i= nor.,¡here descr-ibed ãs urncleån.

In e¡larni ni ng D '= 1ar.l= concerni ng f ecsl rnateri a1 i t hJåc-

arguted that the f ocr-rs i s not f i r=t E(nd f erernsst on th= Lrn-

cl eanness s{ e:{cl-ernent burt rather on nal,: ednc-ss. rn neÍ ther D

nEl- F is er:crernent e>lplicitly desc¡-ibed aE urnclEån. Futrther,
þJeFe i t actutal 1y consi dered utncl c-*n ulourl d i t not have b=en

e'voided in F's instrr-rctions concernini burr-nt o.fferinq=?t"11
spittle, too, is nor.,¡here explicitly =teted to be Lrn-

clean- In Le'¡iticuts 15:8 it i= nat the spittle r.lhich rre.l::EE

urncl ean br-rt the contact uli th the rnån ,¡rho ha= å ,di 
=chsrçe' .

Ta be spit cn did not brinq utncleå,nnEs'5 blrt- was eqlrated r,rith

=l lctlllE ¡ L ¡i: l

Thror-iqhar-rt the old restarnent there i= little =ltppart
{o¡- the 

"'iEr,J thert bod;, ernis=ion=? eirclr-rdinq those fr-r-.¡n¡ the
ge¡lutsl c'rgånsr þJere cansider=d urncleån. TsarE i{ere nat tror-ì-

=i dered l,rcl ean burt rdere f requrentl;- reqard=d \,t=r\r pci=l *

tivel;'. t"]l on únE occasion they ãrÉ even de=cribed å= on

:i:r. see p" 4ü.
21. See LÊ.¿, 4:11; ã:17¡ 1ó:

":" See l.jutrn. 1i:141 Deurt.
lc5 ¡-,i\¡ Á

?f,, See P=" 5ó:ã¡ f=a. f,B:E_

î7 ¡ l.lrr¡n. 1?: 5f f "î5r ?; 1 Sam,. "1; 1f,i Jr:b f,i_r: 1i-rl

i1ð



the altar il'lal " ?:1f,), Accordinç tc, þjD's thecrr,¡, nrrl!r, having

trensqressec tl-r e body of the mother , Ehor_rl d rr.l =E be consi d-
ered utncleå.n' Yet trne find= no text in Scripturr-e ¡¡rhich miçht

=urppart thi s contenti on. Fr-rrther , ncr.rhËre i n the ûl c Te=t*-
rnent i = sþreat cl earl y consi dereC utncl san " In E¡eiri el 44: 18

one finds the prohibition ag.r,inst pr_rtting trn åni, Iinen tr-rr_

bans arolrnd the prie=t's headt ey- arsr_rnd hiE 1oins, l.¡hich

might traLrse him ta suleat. The =r.reat l-¡ el-E i= ncrt described å=,

utncleån. The contrErn that the prie=t nat Eu..rea't r¡å./ r.le11 be

that i t does nst ref l ect the hi gh ta=[,: d{ hi = cs1 I i nq. The

sltar and temple dlrties arÊ not to be-seen as labarioLrs. *
si mi 1.=r Hebreu¡ r.¿ord f or Eu¡est ( yl.] ) i = ursed here åE i n

Eenesis f,: 19 ( ¡19.1 ) " In no þr;(y is the respgn=:ibi l ity cf the
priest ts be considered eqrre.l to the burrden of herd L.rcr!::

i rnposed trn Adam and hlrrnan 1.,: i nd .

It þrås noted äbü.,,e that actror-di ng to p1D body di scharqe

rerate= directl.7 ts .,,å,riÐLr,e practices in å =aciety. Her

=oci ol c,gi ca1 per=pecti.re 1.,,i th rEçård to bady di =cherçe i 
=

partict-tlarl;- er"ident in her es=ây "CoLr.,,åde and Þlen=trureti¡n,'"

Here =he rnenti on= f c,utr di f f erent r.iå,yE i n r.lhi ch thi s urncl ==,.,-
ne== urphoLd= the rn-r1e,,'fernale b*1ance Ín tr-ibal sclcietie=.i"+l
l-he i'¡ide rånge øt =acial rerni iicatisn-- att;tched to thi= lsE=

sÍ bod;, f l uri ds ref l ects l"tD '= apprcech , r.rhere cl i =ch;rrqe encJ

sscialcqical futnctians åre directly related ts Ene enoLher,

'f À1

----.-r
f ernal e
clsirn

E==ey, f surnd i n imp_L¡-G¡! lJg*n i ngs ,rnale =Lrp.ericrit;," (1) To e=Eert
=ocistl =phere=" (f,) To '*,ttacll a rr

to å =pecial relation=hip,

pp. ó1-á4. il) To

=ep*rate n¡al e ¡nC
'..¡åL i.riË=. (4) To 1åy

'f't 7



ThiE very sociological

prabl ern= r..ri th regard .to i t=
7 

-.- - - 
1 In F'ur¡!!y end !Ênqer

i nterpreti i,e appraach

rrnderst;ndi nç d{ F '=

I'lD notes thst I=rs,el

el=cr ha=

vr =i cn r;{

l¡l=Ë ttEF',t
' 

L¡ ,

cÐncerned with its bourndarie=:

The I sreel i te= L.JErÊ sl r..rar-s i n thei r hi =tory a herd-pre==ed nrinority. rn ti-reir bel ief s el I the bodi 1;,
issure= Þiere pollr-rtinç, blsod? pLr=, eucret-å, semen,
etc" The threatened bc,utndarie= a{ their br:dypcl i ti c i.isr-rld be r-re1 I mi rrored i n thei r cårË .Êar
the integrity, utnity end pr-rrity ai the physic=.1
body. t!51

fqt -rnother occasi sn =he r-¡ri tes: "the I srael i te= clieri Eh

thei r boutndari es and r,¡ant nc,thi ng better th¡n ta !leep .Ll-rÊnr

strong and hiqh."f3ÉJ Althor-rqh this m¿.y be trute frcnr å theo_

l ogi caJ. poi nt o{ .¿i er.¡, i t does nat sFFeår .to be =E f rcrn a

cltltutrel , social point a4 vier,r. t'lD, r.rith her sociolagicel
per=pecti ve, ð,FpÊår= to o\,/erst:ite the clrl turral cjt. etirni c

el ernent. þlere thi s to be the cËr=e P urc,url d hå.,,Ë urndslrbtedl .¡

advenced a troÍnprehensive set øÍ "fclc'd lsws" i.lhich r..¿c:urId ha.,,e

hiçhlighted and clearly identified Israel .s cr_rltr_rrel and

ethni c heri taçe. F', howe.rer , i s not concernt=d r.ii th that
t^,¡hi ch irri nq= "ethni c i denti ty" or- pronrote= ã( prrti cnl ar cltl -
tr-trsl hråy of 1i f e. Rather, F sdvences the n¡e;t Is,L..,s .Lt-r -an

effart to nraþ: e å clear statrnent;{{irrninq di.¡ine arder and

life itself . Thrcutçh them F'seel,:s to EntrÐLrråge 1=rael tc:

identifr- r,iitl-r Gad end urpl-ra1d His precepts,

Accs¡-di ng to HD, aI 1 af F 's apparent trEncerns Eveï- body

:5" F'utrity and !-énggr, p. 1"4.
iå" "Self -Evidentr " in JmpLf-ç¿t I'leaning=r ll. f,(:r4. þlhen
rral,: i nE å di f +erent pai nt l"1D ccncede= ti-ret def ectr. r:nE endin{i1tr¡tion= ãre f¡rnili¡r to Isr¡e1 s,nd th¡t "it= bourndarÍe=
3r-Ê nEvÊr =trong encurçh " (F. f,(:15) . In thi = L.rs.,,/ =he at ti nresshi f t= her pasi ti an, i nconsi =tent1 '7 arçuri nç her poi nt.

¿-t(3



issLres and ser:Lral re=traint= årÊ dÍr-ect1y related to p,=

degi re that I=rae1 be sepã,rated {ram '[he other nati ot-rs. She

i nsi st= thst: "TE expect a{ them I I s¡-ael ] to =top preachi nç å

stern =e>rurar marality, 'rigilant cantrol s{ bodil;, bsr_rndarie=,

end å ctrresponding religicrut= cr-r1t r.lor-t1d be asltinç them tc,

gi're Lrp the pol itical =trutgglÊ. " E"z3 Her= açain u one EeeE ån

i nterpret;tti on r.rhi ch i s pri mari 1y f scursed ún =aci ol cgi cel
concEl.ns" E"8l

Thi s dorni nant sc,ci or oqi c:il per=pecti i,e f ai 1E ta åFpre-

ci åte the f :.ct th*it P' = vi er.rs åre f i rst theol agi cs1 , end thet
they need not have ref lected the po=ition of the ler-çer

Isrselite trornmLtnity. Furrther, P is nst interested in pt-Érn¡-rt-

i nE any er:cl utsi'¡e ethni c grÐLrp. one nii çht ;.t.que: EFî the
contraryr thst F frequrently s,d'vences instrurctions whicl-¡ ,,¡rrll

f -rci 1Í tate the practi ce a{ lircg¡porati ng the sc,-cal I ed ,,=c_

j ourrner " . [!9] lìccsrdi ng to F aI I 6od 'E precepts årE di rected
?7 . I'lalurraf Symbsl s, p. Bl"
"4" Doutgl as has al so attempted ta rnå,l;: e =c,nrE =aci c, l cgi caIcbser'¿etions a{ Indian clrlturre based cf,t-¡ her vieri= absurt bad.¡
i Esueg. In response to thi s parti curl a.r s=pect sf her i.¡ork
['li 11i arn l'lccc,rmack u.¡ri te=: " It EeÊrn= real I y utnf urturnste f orthe'-rrtj.mate Een=ibi1ity, of thi= bool: , that thor_rqh Ðr. Dourg-laE hss her=elf þrorL:ed in a 'highly poI lurtion-can=ci.our= =.,i-ture in the Eongo,' she mutst depend c,n athers' sb=erv*tic,n=
ø{' the þ¡or1d's rno=t =ysternatical1y pc'11r-rtion-conscio¡t= cr-rI-tutrer that a{ ca=te India, abourt r,¡hich she ffiåi:: Ê= =trfîrË qurr.tejarl"ingly nã,i..,e =taternents,, (s re.yiÊw of EUfl_Lf ntd. !.itq.gl in
¿qS_E 6tL?ö7) I p. f,14) .

"9. Th= Hebreu¡ terrn -l ì, i s consi stentJ. y ursed tc descrr b* the
" EEr jot-rr-ner " . It i s f reiuentr .¡ rendered ', strånger,, or- ,,resi -dent foreigner". De valr¡: has noted thst "the -ll is e-_Eenti-aIly s foreigner r¡ho lives rnûre or ress permaner,tl;, in the
mi d--t of encrther conrrnurni ty where he i = accepted snd =n 

joy=
cert*i,in right=" iÊnç.1_=n! !=r-le] , r./o1 . 1, p. 74). It þJa=
u=utal 1y personsl mi=f orturne (f ernine, r.Jår-, etc. ) r.¡hich cre=rt=,1the ìà whc, as ä resnlt, =ourght o.rt refurçe,¡irLh e foreiqnpeopl e IEee t'l. H. Fcpe, "FroEel yt=, ,, lÐ,8, (,/c] . f, il..Ja=hvi I l etÊbi ngcon , 1?å:) , p. ??1 ] Thur= i n the oI d resternent the
=trr 

jsLrrner i = of ten rnenti oned together r.¡i th the Focr cr- the



ta bcth the nati've snd the =ojsutrnÊr"tf,lll The =¿3jour¡-ner i=
al=o gir"en the opportltnity tc p*rticipate in the curli: b,/

gi vi ng an s{f eri ng tï1 J end i g, al cnq prr th the nåti'.,8, ex-
tended f argi..¡enne==. if,:l The =o 

jc,utrner *nd the poor årE tc, be

gi'.ien fssd to eattf,f,l and the refurge cities åre al=o to be å

hsven for both the native and sojolrrner" tj4l

In nÐ þrãy does F, attempt ts al i enate i tsel { {rc,rt the

=ojourner ( lì) otrr for that rn¡tter-, f rorn the aurtsider or

"å,1ien" ( l+tr. Even the priest's dalrghter i= not prohibrtE:tJ

f rorn rrarryi r-rq the f I ,Lev. ??: 1") . Êccordi ng tc, F, f arei g-
ners csutld even fttnctian äs serv:rnts aî the priest il,lr-rr,"¡.

f,1¡"5:51, 4"-47).tf,51

r.,¡i dow and orphsn. I=reel i tes wÊre ts heì p the , rernenrller-
ing tl'lat they too, had once been "sEjoLlFners" c,r "Etrånqer=,,in Egypt (Er:od. ??: 31-""), hlith ä =in¡iler b¡cl,rqrsurnd the
Israelite L.Jå,s ta ernpathi=e ulith the "Etrånçer-,'and "1ç,.,,8 r.-rirn
ås yoLrr=eI f " (LEv . L?: i4) .

rn rnå,ny þJå,yE the Eo jouirner ( -} ì ) cån be ccnsi dered åpart aÍ I=raer. Yet P clearly speakè at bath ,'the 
rr åti..,8,,( ¡ -l f È r_l ) and the -ll (Eee Lev. 18: "ói 19: f,4) . p dce= not,

howeiÈËr" distingr-rish tetr.leen thern to the så,rrtr- deqr-ee ås dce=
Dr wha ad'¿ances different laws lctr the native ú\,/er against
the ì') {see p. 

"rJ3). Yet in p the ì}, althor_tçh not ¡ 
--l ^)È ¡ "share= in rnåny of the sånre pri.rileqe= and re=ptr,nsibilitiþË Èiån ï sr-eel i te. l,^Ji th regard to F 's treatri¡ent of the ncrn-ïsrae1ite þlalf{ ob=erve= that the carnrnEtnd to la.¡e t:n*'=

nei ghbor (Lev . tqz L7l ) "h¡d nB parel l eI årnc,nç Isrse1 'E nei çh-bors " iAnthrcpol sgy af !r's !l_¿ Jg=atqrgnt , p. l gg ) . A1 thor_tgh
"neiçhbcr" iE ur=r-rsl1y interpreted å= ',{el 1c,,+ IEr,relitÊ', IseeH.F. Eecl: , "l.leighbcr," i-DE, t¿,a1 . f, 1'.lash.,,iIIe: AhinçCan,
1?É3) r p. 5f,41, f,iolff =urqqeet= that "Ê',,er.ì here it elr-e:c.¡inclutdeE, in å pa=tscrÍpt, the l-¡En-Is¡-¡erite, u¡hc, 1r..,,Ês ås åprotected ci ti =en o{ I=rael " (Anthropr:l ogy of llg gld J=-s!å:rrËEÈ.: F. 188) .
f,Õ" Ls.,,. L7= L3i 18: "ó¡ îi-r: ?" frjrtrn. ?z I1¡ 15: "?.f,1. L8.,,. 17:8-1f,1 "i:IA-I?ì Ì{urrn. l5:14-ló.
f,". lrllrrn " 1ó: "ó.f,f,. Ler.,. 1?: ltll "J¡ 

?".
Ï¿1 lllrrr. ?q! 1E.-¡u. ¡ J ¡

f,5- F'erhaps r=s:. ah óó: lB-"1 ic{. ;l so ro: 1-g) , wherE thersåFpe3l-= ts be å r.¡i I I i nqnes= to eccept evËn f orei gners tr:5er1'/Ë å= prie=t=, i= a sirniler- de',,eloprnent .:-tE tJ-rat ,i:oltnd in

?'tf-l



ultirnåtÉly, it L.Jås F"= de=Íre il-rat the I=reetite miçht
1c'"'Ë the per=on in yclLu- midst ,'å= ytr¡Ltrselt" åTrcl that il-ris
per=ün miqht.' in f ect, beconre ,,tú ./,clLr aE lhg ¡a!!ve -åEEng
ygg" {Le'¡" 1?:f,4). In F'E l.laahic cÐ.,,enånt ¡ccournt Gcd rneþ: e=

en everla=ting ccvenent i..iith "a11 fle--h Lrpc:n the eerth" iGen.

9¡ 1ó) . In the Êrbrahanri c cs'¡eFrant F' ånnÐLrncÊ= tl-iat Abrs,h;rrrr

"shall be å father ai a mr-tl!!!ur=de ol nations" (Gen. 17:4). F,

here i = 1 i l:eI y, år.Jåre of J 's cantenti cn that ,,ribrehenr 
=h;il. 1

becsme å gre*t nation, and elI the nations of the earth =halI
bl e=s thernsel ves by hi rn" (Een. 18: 18) . Deurtsrcl-Is.ri :th c-tppFãrr-E

tc, ciå,l.ry this_thor-tght forr.lard u¡hen he describe= Israel åE 
=.

"witne=s" {clr the nations. tf,ål Israel þJå= to be a "1içl-rt tc,

the natitrns, that my =al',,aticrn rnåy reach tc, the end nf il-re

earth" (r=a. 49¡¿¡). "ArI the esrth" L.Jas Eo turrn ta Gc,d

end be Eå',,ed irEs. 4sr1"), Er:arning these FäsgåqeE Jahrr Br-içht
r-lr i tes:

Ged i ntend= to rurl e ÐveF the r,rhal e
f orei gners åre i n',,i ted ta accept thet
!f,¡ 4?: o) . ênd el tharlgh Jer.ls do not
p1*=tce sf pre-erninentre, the worship d.t
r.li I 1 be equraJ.l y ecceptabl c-. tf,7l

eartl-r, ancj
rrrla 1.Lq"1t'.1-

1 ose thei r
f orei trner =

þJith reference to the terrn lll'i.H" F,ope i-i.es argur=d

that i n ti rne there w*8 a gr*dnal change i n i ts nreanÍ ng .irtrn¡

resident fsrerçner clr immiçr-ant to trcrn',,ert"tf,a-l- He =urqqest=
thet thi= shift rnri, welr ha.ve begutn arolrnd Ehe e>rrrrc pericd
F. Grented, E=er':ie1 (4427-g) bitterl;, prcte=t= eqarn=t thi=adn'ri=sion d'( fareigners into the pr-iesihoad. Her-el h.rn,*u*,-,årnong sther Feåstrng , E: eki el r.¡i 1 I have been echcÍ nç thecontrern al F'that only tha=e ctt Êaronic descent ccurld fLrnc-tion å= priest-.
f,É" (./on Ftåd,, gÅË TeEtarnent Tl-rg_crL€gy. rJc,l . !, p " "4?, SeeI=a" 4J:1t-ri 44:B; E5:4.
f,7" JhS l..:f¡gd',m ai Ead $.Jash,.,i1ter Abinçd,:n, 1?5f,r, p. 145.f,8. "F'roselytÊr" p. ?"1.



t{hen there r'Jås ån i ncreasi ng {ocur= on the cutl t ret-her then
the "rratiEn". The trir-tnrph an å rnonothei=tic berie{ dutrrnq the
e:':i1ic period tended to transf srn¡ Yah,¡risrn frctrt ã natisnalis-
tic tc¡ a utniver=aIi=tic reliqian, tf,?l Thr-r= Ene f ind= DelttErr-
Isaiah pFEcIaiming, "And the g1or.;, af the Lord =hell b=

revealed, and all flesh shaIl =ee it tagether,, iI=s. 4t_i:5r.

Fc'I1or'ring thi= theme Tritc-Isaish =tates, ,,å,Frd the;, taI1
natiansl =hal1 corne and =eË ny qrary' (IE,r. Þú¡1g). Thi= EårïrE

'lision, *rlthautqh 1e=s "er,,ånBelistic", is fournd alsc, in F,. F,,

tco, I Eol:: E f ori.¡ard ts that day r.rhen ,'al I the ee.rth r.ri I 1 be

f illed r^¡Íth the glory o{ the the Lord,' il,lutnr" 14:ri). This
picturre ú{ F'= vieu¡ at l=reel and the urarld =tandg Ín sh=,rp

cc,ntrast to t'1D's .¡ier.J df I=rael ås å .very excILrsi.,,Er FoLiti-
c-el1y threatened rnincrity. Sociologicall;- thí= ma.y be trute
bt-tt i t does not åppeär to be the cåse {rorn F ' = t¡¡eel açi cåI 1.,,

ori ented .¡åntaçe-poi nt.

l'lD has stated that "the poþJEr in the LrF¡i',,ÊrEe 1s urlti-
rnatel;' hitched tci society"t4tll anrJ that it i= t,hrcurgh

=oci ety'= bel i ef s i n Ehe clrnni Eci ence and srnni pe-tence af E¡rrre

çreat Fclr'Jer that peaple åre cr-Çcrr-r i=ed, turrbt-tIent yourth

cc'ntra1led, etc. rt41l Fronr thi= per=pective sf-re qutite urnci ei--.=

=tsndabl'¡ cclncl utdes th-rt "poI I urti on r-utl eE do nst cr¡r-reEp13Frd

cl o=el ;' ts rnsral ¡-lrl es. " [4?J AJ. thor_tgh thi e ffay be t¡-ure a{ the
Lele in the cango =he hes, i.¡ith il-¡is interpret.-ttion cr F,,

gl'å,\'e1 
'' 

nri =urnderstsod i ts great n¡oral enrph=-t=i s.

-Ît) 7L i J._tì. J.u-LUÉ 
?

4{:¡. F,r_rg!!y
41" Ibid.,'
43. Ibid.,

- ñ--
H " 7.¿.i'.
.rnd p*nggr-, p, 11f,.
lJ. 7I.
p" 1"9,

?1?

ïn chapter



fourr it þras arçured that {ar F there is nc, cle¡,r distinctian
bet'¡¡een ltnclÊsnnegs and =in.[4f,] It i= F'= desit.c- that eII ctf

lifer F\'/en the rna=t nrurndane sctivit.¡, he ;i. reminder -,¿.f G¡c
and the sphere at the hcly. The, trsvenån.t Gad nrede i":ith
rsreel :rt 5i n¡i decl å.re= Israel ts be å hcL y nati cn , 'ne
which ig =eparated lar 6sd's pLrrpoge, haliness. Isreel i= not
to =ep*rstte itself fron¡ the ne.tian= in the spacj.al Ðr in the
ethnic senEe. Rather, it i= to live in harnronr- uiith the

=tranget' in it's midst" In all o{ life I=rael is tc inrÍrate
Eod and seeh: to re{Iect HiE hclinÊs=. Isreel is ta seperate
i tsel f anl y f rorn thet u.¡hi ch does nat ref l ect Gsd 's or,Jer c?,Frc

in this r'råy be His holy pecple. Ts that end p pcrtrays all o,f

1i {e *as deepl'y nrsrsl .

It i s at thi = =tage ulhere the cle=h betr.ree,n thec,r oç;,

and tfD's sacialcgy becorne= rnost intense. þlhereas il-¡Ê di=-
ci p1 i ne r'ihi ch Þ1D represents EeÉl:: s to f ccns LrFiln thcse Ecri sl
elernents snd force= which gi.re ri=e to p*rticr-rlar reliçiau=
perspectives and theological formurlations, the the¡l.oqiceI
enterpr i se Ee=l:: s to di Ecover thet i n=i ght ancl thet re.,,e1;,ti on

¡¡l-rich giveg riEe to å particr-rl arly arient=d =acieti-, Here one

has two *r,pproaches r+hi ch rnove i n opposi te di recti an=. l,lD

åFpeår= tc åssl-trne that the c1 ,,'urncl 1st-,rs ari se surt of dcn¡i nant

=ociel cEncÊrns and feil= to Rppreciete nutII.¡ ti-reir theola-
gicalr FFiestly csnte:<t. ThiE t,elief th.et .the theelogic_-t1
trtrntrerF¡5 c'f F' repl-r=--EFrt the dorni nent cûntrern5 0f the 1-rrger

=ciciety tra.n nc,t be aE=urrned. F's.¡iep¡s rnå../ l-rÕt hå.,,8 l-Êpre_

=ented the dc,nrinent trtrncErns of the 1arçer ccnrrnurnrL,¡ br-r.{: Lh=

4f,, See pp" 1:1-1:"

.j.i:,-¡



qLrest ú+ tlre Aarsni c pri est= ta =pEal: theol agi c*l I .¡ abcr_tt

6cdr His created order and His urlitirnate intent {ctr il-re r.rhule

t'rorl d " HD, i ndebted to l-rÊr rli Eci pI i ne, apFear= ts f aclr= toc:
nuch on the po=s:bre =sciolaqy ctt IsFael, rather than the
theol og r- s{ F',

There c*n be 1itt1e dor-rbt that =ocial needs çrve ri=e
to certain Írreåns throutçh r.¡hich tl-¡e need= ar-F rnet. Er-rt in the
Êese of P'= Lrse at cl./urncl it i= urltiriratly F,,= urnder=t*nding
--tf Ëad, f ir=t, and th= predicarnent ct{ the eli}ic ctrjï¡trrLrniL./,

=econd r urhi ch =haped the 1au,¡g i n the n¡ËinneF tlre.¡ å¡.e ncrr.J

fsund in the tråntrn. þJith the c1;utncl reçr-rlqtÍc:n= F, fi-r;il;:eE

certain derna.nds on the people, the 1*rger majo¡-ity a{ u¡hsrr ncl

doutbt i'ii 1 1 not al riays have åFpreci ated f r-tI I y the pr-cf c,utnd

theol aqy beh i nd the 1 ar,is.

In her t¡'eatn¡ent ct{ the cl,t'urncl 1au.,r= l'1D sppeåre Ls l-r-ii,,€

o\"/eF=teted rnatters with reçard to I=r*eI's ./ieu.,rs trr-¡r-¡cer-ninç

body di scharge. ['JÍ th her saci ol ogi cel perspetr.ti ve =he hc-,e

al so ltnderenrphasi =ed the theol ogi cal i ntenti sns af F, ancl the
¡noral di rnensi on at the l au¡s. Furrther, i t i s dsurbt{r-tl thsit her
cc,ncept= dl r,-rl-rolene=s and conrpletene== pIåy *as siçnificsnt å

rol e i n determi ni ng that r"¡hi ch i E hol y as =he sLrqçest=.

The st:-ençth= of i'1D's tJclFf:: , htr,uJe.,,er-, ier eilceed rt=
'¡reakne==es- Þlcrdifyinq her basic =acÍo1cqical prpsLrFpclsrticn,
that po]luttion rules ErcþJ or-tt at the need ts crç:,niie snd

order clne's wcrId, Ðne can å,rgLre that for F,,, the pcllr-rtion
rltle= ari=e outt of its par-ticr-rlar ur¡lder=t*ndinç c,{ rlivine

=rder in thc- utniver=e. l'1D i= ta be can¡n¡ended far rnsi=ting
th'rt e.l 1 the 1;l+ç be uttrder=tcsd in 1içht cf I=rae=l's ÈE=fficjj.il-

t"4



çr. cå1 trtrn=i derati ans. bli th l-rer brsaci synrbal i c systenr hi qh-
1 i ghti ng Gad 'E hal i nes= t'lD attempt= ta talle i ntcr acccutnt

everything frsrn F"s creatisn stary ts iL= urnder-standirrç aç

f =rael '= predi ca,n¡ent i n the eir i 1 i c peri cd. Sl-¡e heE ;rtterrrptec
tcr Ehoul hot'¡ the vari out= c1¡'urncl l ai.ls f urncti c,n toge.il-relr to
gi ve rneeni nç ta thi = brsad csntr:ã)ít.

Ïn her worll the =oci a1 f orce= behi nd 'the c1 ,/urncl regLr-
latians receive rnurch attenticn, aft*n at the eiípen=s cf the
ct-tltic and theological dinrension behincJ the lar..rs. Here ilre
u¡srl': s{ I'Jeltsner and Fel drnan provi,le= å hel pf r-rl cournterbel -
ånce. It r^li I1 be e.¿a1 r-r*cted nex't.

E. !ÊçgË !|EU!HÇR¿ Ê ÇE]]JEUE ÊI_{!l ç!UIìEN]ÊEj
As a historian Jl! =eekE ta discover the dif+erenl þiå,/g

in which the clz'rrnc1 concepts have been interpreted ir-¡ the
Veric'uts biblical texts. Alcnq r.¡ith P's particurl.-t:- LrsE of the
ccncepts Jl'l sr-tggests fsutr different nre.rninq= es=igni=C t¡
c1./urncl in the ncn-priestly wriÈings"i44l Acccrdinq ta Jr.i the
trt:ncepts håi,e evsl ved thror-rgh ti me, and he att=mpt= tc Lrn-

trc'ver thei r '¿ari trLts meani nq= at the di f {erent =taqes i n ti:r¡e.
The msst significent contribr-rtion Jl'.J hc-ts nrade to i-he

c1.z'urncr.di=cr-rs=isn is his insiEtence th;tt theEe ctrnr=n.i-e ìn r=,

relate directl;, ts the cr-tIt" I,Ja other bi.blic;. 1 =ÉLu-{:e r-r=e=

Lhenr Ë(= rnurch ås P or cc¡nnects them äE clo=ely ta tl-re currt sE

doe= F'. Jl'.|, in ,!cLhed. ËDd uË.i!.ir-tg., rater msdif ies hrs arigi-
nai [-rasi t i cn snd f oI ] ou'is t he .,,i etlE of Þ..lD l.¡hs €irçLreÊ th¿it the
ternple is nst the on1.¡ locurs of cleannes=. t45l

44. See F"45. ,:lcLLed
4ó.
ÉEË. EËÈti !.q, p . 1:7
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JlrJ's fr:cus crt-r F'= intentisn {ar ursing the c1z't-tr¡tr1 lar.¡s

i= comrnendable" This, tagether r¡ith hi= arigin;tI in=i=tence
that the ternpl e f nncti sned åE å f ocel paÍ nt , has niorÉ paten-
ti al thsn Jl'i i s å,þrå,re of . UI ti rn*te1 ;- Jli trclnÈede= tco n¡urch ta
P1Ð: and it u¡i11 be argured beloul that, onl.y äs thE r.rsrk df

bcrth authors stands together , cãn cjne adequt*t=1y åFpreci ate
F"s intent 4dr and LrsE ct{ c1./lrncI thinking, Jl.J,s po=itic,n
gain= strength when ;(pproaching the concepts in liqht ct't.F'=

1arçer thecl tq'/ 
"

AE in the càee ctt p1D, it is preci=ely at the point si
Jll's strençths that onÉ trs.n .find r.JEå,1::neEses. Jl'i ãctrr-rratsl;,

c,b=erve= that c1,t'utncI are =iqnificant concep't= ta F. The

ternpler too, is singled aurt for =peciel ettention. yet Jl!

felterE r.¡hen he pre=ents ån utnjurstifiably di=par_rçing pic.ti_rre

o{ F"s intentions for the c1,/urnc1 regr-t1 atianE "r,nd their rr=Iå--

tion tc, the temple" To ä degree it i= trure .il-rat the cl¡,r_tncl

concepts aFe part ol F"s "prc'paganda" c:r "ideolc,q\,". T!-ri=

per=pective rnurgt be åccEifipå,nied, hou.rever, b.,/ ån utnder=tanding

end åpFreci sti on of F 's atternpt ta present å pr-r e=t1;, p*rã,-

di gm whi ch Is¡-ae1 íe ts ¡nsdel .

simply tc, cansider the clz'urnc1 lewE :{s ,,priestly prc,p_:r-

çands" r,¡hi ch i = pri mari I ',- concerne=d l.¡i il-r brr nqi nç ebcr_rt

c'-tltic acceptabiiity for the I=raelit= i=, h,:We.,,er,

ltnderstand F"= utltirn¡te intent. To eb=er.,,e that F,

"Etriirinql,v reticent abaurt r,ihet lies behind the sFetrific
rltle= a{ urncleann===r" and =irnplT- to =utçge=t thet ',behrnd ¡11

t:+ thern the pi'inrary idealoqrc,al moti t i= curltic putrit:,,r,,t4ól

ta rni s-

rqr,=i ne

4ö. 5e= p. St-r.



does I i tt1 e ir-t=ti ce ta F. A1 thourgh ne eirpl i ci t l-eåEr:nE rnåi,

have been advanced b,r, F' thi.s dce= nat nrestn that ncf, prr,tsurnd

r*ticnale, ber-and "cr-tItic accep.tr[:i I i L.;,,,, exi sts, Jl,]r at LÌne

occa=ic,n, note= that Éven thourçh the purrity laws årÊ nat

rnenti oned i n certai n EoLrrtrÊs thi = dce= nat rneån thst the I e,¡t=

did nst e¡ri=t. Sorneti¡r¡es they årE tsl:: en {dr ÇFc-tñtÊd,, and he

l"etrlfqni=e= thet "t4e cenno't =LrpFtr=Ê people alwey= discur=s

irratter= a{ rnsst i r"rrpartåntre to thern . " 147 I 5o al Ea Ehsr-rl d Jl.J

have carried c,r-tt mclFE =eriaur=1y ån e>l*¡nin*rtic:n øt the cEFr-

cept= i n P rather than di =rni s=i ng then¡ ås ,,pri e=t1y pl-Ep.ã-

ç;nda " "

Jl'Jf in prc,test egainst F end in Iiçht ctí r..rhet he r=ç*rd=
ås flrc'r-e po=itive Ltses o{ c1lutncl in other bibIiC*1 (ïr!,rFrEÊ

wr i teE:

5o we nrutst not be tal.:en in by the viewpoint o{ thepriestly ulriter= in the l{ebrew scrip'turres. Tl-reir-
clairn that pr-rrity rriå= prirrrarily å curltic trrncern i=
urtter I '7 f s1 se. unc 1 eanness ser-.,,ed ås e rnetephcrr { ar
sexural mi=deed, idol atry r Ðr- urnethíce1 behavir:r, t48l

According to Jli pr-trit'¡ r¡iã,E never- =oIeI;r a cutltic n¡*=.tter in
the ather bi bl i ca1 eturce=, Ê\,/en thor-rgh he bel i eve= i t !.Jcf s =tr
in F iaccording to hi= esrlier po=iticn). This neqe.ti,.,s pic-
tutre peinted br- Jl'Jr si P, cán be replaced r,rith ÕnÊ ¡¡hich rr¡c,rE

edequ*teIy urnd=r-=t.rnds F''s rntentisns ;.ntl rlFprecirt== F .=

apprcach" This tr;,n be done r-r=inq Jlr.l 's {indinçs.

In hi= sturdy of c1lr-rnc1 Jl.J EÊÊ= the ccncept= Ê.,,c,.[.,,ing

rFclrn nårrol'i ri tltel i st j. c canc=pt= tc rnclre el evated, =thi c;rl

+7 . "The rde¡ a{ F'urri t'¡, i n Anci ent Jurdai sfr r,, dAÊE +;: i 1 g7=} IpF , L7-IA.
+8, lbid., p" ?4.



The tl'rc' reel 1 '¡ i rnpartant chançe= r n the i nterprete-
t i an o{ pr-rr i ty crccLrr i n A1 e>r andr i an Jurdsi =m cn thetrrne =ide, and in rebbÍnict=icl Jurd.-tisrn En theother" In bcrth inEtånces purrit'¡ end irnpr-u-it.7 ãrÊ
i ntL=rpretEd enti r-e1y ourtsi de ai the cr-r1 hi c setti nq.The'¡ ser-ve ås nretaphor= anc al l eçori e= i n r.rhi chboth the irrrpr-rrit;, and the thir-rg ta r.:hich impr_trit.¡
i = cornpared hir.,,e nothi ng r.¡hatevEr- ta ds ,¡ii th the
Templ e" t4?l

He csnti.nures ¡nd note= that:

It i= â curriûLrs irc:n./
pltri tr- f ro¡n ilre curl
F'harisaic and Rabbinic
o{ pr-rri ty prcbabl y
rel i gi on before the
Ëode. t 5il l

that in changing the fscur= ctf
t ta the horne snd =Lreet,JudaiE¡it returrned ta the .,,iÉr.j
charecteri=tic al I=reeli.te
promurl çati on a{ the F,ri e=.t1y

Rether than percei.,,e here å failltre of F thiE devel opnrent

'= url ti m*te

rn a'f purrit'¡

,y' ini =lrnder-
ãE =c'1e1 

.¡

prrr i t y,

r, e# + l-,r*-,

r+oLrl d EEern mtrre äpprBpr i ate ås å '¡i nd i cat i an at F,

intent, namely, that F,sor-rqht to e¡ltend the real
enc holines= into eveFy äl-eå ctÇ life. F is tc,tall

=tood r'then Ene, e.= Jl.J doeEr t-egards F,,s trsntrer-ns

focursed cln the ternple.

Jlv has arçuted th-lt thi = nrutch broader .,,i pL.J ctn

t'¡hich e"'oL'/Ed, "seem= ta me deci.si.ve testimon,¡ agsi
priestl'¡ \,ieu¡ lhat purrity eveF þJas priniaril.¡ €-t cutltic con-
cel'n""[51] Qr-rite on tlre ccntråt-yr'crnÊ rniçht erFÇLrE. One ehclurld

cc¡n=ider this ås decisive testirncn;r in fai,Gr- ctt rJ u.,¡f-rc,
'I i l.al.,

trrsh the canc=pt= o{ ci z'urncr , whi ch L.JeFe perhsps e"irl i er

releg*ted 1ar-gel'¡ tt: the prie=t= and the clrltic circje= (Ís

this i-ihy onE

thes= lsr-rs in

I sr*e1 þJåE

the nrcrr-rth a{ {3od.,

to be å holy naticn

f inds Ec little at clzr-tnc1 in D?), and placed

d i rected to al 1 I srael . Al l

4? . lÞ.Ld._
3ij. lÞLË.. ,
51. lÞid",

P. ¿.-J.

H . ,:c,

Hol r ne=s L.Jås not tc, be



1 i mi ted ta 'the pri esthoacl"

Jttl's utnderstandi ng at the terirpl e al so need= ref i nenrent.

Fir=t o{ al I it Ehsurld be ncrted that F'nel,/Ër rrå!:: es mentisn aÍ
the "terrpl E". F: onl y =Feål:: e aí the tebernacl e. EarI r er i t
w*ls arçuted tl-¡at the tebern¡cI e þiås r-rsed =i nce i t reFre--ented

that u¡hich lies at the heert a{ I=rael's faith, å beliei in
the Fresence a{ God anrong Hi = chosen hol y peapL e. sr,rayed by

'Lhe cri ti ci =rns ø{ l'lD r l-rtrrþiEVeF , Jl.J revi se= hi s earl i er po=i -
tisn, that the tenrple þJå.s at ths center- of the clz'urnc1 1;r.r=,

end cc,ncedes that it "is not the on1y 1úcr-rs of c1=annee= tr,r-

sancti f Í cati an. " [5:] Accordi ng ts Jl..l, espetri *-tI 1y *t :1 l ater
date, "it is now the sect Er the people ås å uihole

The Ternple, nor'J secondary, is n¡ade itserf ta =içnrf ¡- the
godl y troffimLtni ty, whi cl-r i s anal aqi c;I1.¡ genÊr-¡ti ve, ther=f are

Prirnarr-. " [5J]

i'lD 5eÉ[::= to di mi ni sh the ro] e d{ the templ e i..¡hsn r n her

cri ti quie o{ Jli she wri tes: "The templ = i = å buri 1di ng a{ =tane
and wc,od, scrrnetimes de=troyed ¡nd sanretirnes rebutilt.,'t54 1 She

prefer= to sÊe f-he ternple, sltar, and lt'ten=ilE =quated r¡ith
the horrre, table and l':itchr-=n urtensilE"tSSl it i= trtre ti-¡at the
temple is å br-rildinq (.butt r-ro trEtË br-tildinq). Fr-rr.ilrer, tniE
extentian d'( the Eacred into the rnurndane is cgr-ru=Et, ås h¡=

been di =curs=ed ;,bcve" t=ål i.ler,,erthel e==, there csnti nlres .to be

å distinctian l¡etween the tr.ro. t¡ihen F referE to the t;bern¡-

5". IISIEoE end l'1gan i ng ., p . 1"7 .
*J.-ì. .! L' r Ll .

54. ;E;ît i qute and Csff¡r'ent år-y r ,, F . l4i-r.
JJ " J_ L' L tl .

5ö. ãã;-pp. 1:à-1.f,i:i.



cler it identj.f ie= that r..rhich rnost fur1ly rEpre=en.tE' the ver-'i,

presence c{ Gad. Theref c)rF-, the ,'tåbernatrlE" trån not be

consi dered ås secondary i n F''s =cherne of thi ngs si nce e.,,er-y-

thing is interpreted in liqht ctÍ Gc,d's presence there. In F,

the taberntcl e becorr¡es å type o{ standard thrautçh ¡¡hi ch aI l
of life is',,iei-red: life being lived in the pr-egerrcE of Gi:d,

t'lD writes tl-ret "the holines= a{ the Terrrple i= Ë {ccal
point ct{ the pr-trit;, rurles of the biblical legac¡..,'1371 Fcl-
l owi ng Jl'l 's ori gi nal cl ei rns i t r,,routl d åppEc:tr- ccrrrect ts årgLrÊ

that it Ís lhc fi:cal point since it represents .the FrÊEenc€
a{ God -*nd Hi s trc,"'ÉrråFrt r.li th Hi s peopl e. þihen she state= th¡t

"the symbolisrn at the Temple daeE nc,t corne ta re=t Lrpcn ã.

burildingr"LSal F1D iE trErr.ect. she iE only partiall;- ccr-rect

'¡¡hen she continures, hou^rever, and states .Ehst ,,the tenrpl=.

it=eIf signif ie= their godly ccrnrnrLrnity. " ES1J For F the taber-
nacl e f i r=t and {orernast represented God '= pre=ence i,¡i th lJi =
people" A= Hi= cor¿enånt peaple, Israel f.JãE ta re=pand to itE
God by being å haly cÉrnmLrnit'/, Iiving obediently ;,ccardinq te
Hi= ststutteg and thr-tg, in a ffieã.sLrr-e, reflectinq HiE holinesg.

In P the tabernEtcle mast furl1y syrnbolicall;- rEpre=ented

hal i nese si nce i t FJår= here r-¡here God , throurgh Hi = i,;FÞô! ,

l.,rot-tl d rna[::e Hi msel f !::nc]rrrfi. F, '= E'.AÞ.âd.-theol ogi.z r åE di sclr==ed i n

chapter f clrr , i s i rnportant ta rernen¡ber u¡hen måk: ng ån åFp¡-år -

=*r1 a{ the rslc- of thc- ternple, or hetter-1 ti-re t*be,rnscl=, in
P'= 1srçer'il-realûq'/. It s¡ås in the hol;; c,{ halie=, thet ina=.t

hol;, =patial =ph-=re ai exis'tence trn eartl-r, ,rlhere God hJå,=,

57" "Eri ti rSure anc carrrnrentål-y, " F, 141. Êrnpha=r = rni ne.54. !E Ld.-
5ç. Ibid.
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bel i e"'Ed to be pct=nti al 1 y pre=ent. The ternpl e gralrnd= snd

the ternpl e ci t;, åpFEår to be f utrther 
=FI-r eres cti decrea=i ng

degree= of hc'line==" ThiE is al=c, trure a{ the regurl*tisns in
the recently pr-tbliEhed Tenrple Scrs1I from the tråve= ctt Olrrnran

at the Dead See..tåiJl l'1i1grom notes'that lau.ts ctl irnplrritie=,

åI.e arrrnged accordinç to the fo1 Iou.ling seqLrencÊ:
Ternpl e, Tenrpl e ci ty, other ci ti es, end the I end.
The ba=i c pri nci pl e i = that the r.ri I derness cårnp i s
eqlri'¡alent to the Templ e ci ty and hence, the l eu¡s
o{ the f crrmer åpp1.i to the l atter, tther ci tr eE
rnur=t s,l=e be pLrre, butt not holy, that i s, thei r
pltri ty i s not of the =årne degree ås the ]¡=rr,n t e
city. t61l

In Yigael Yadin's =tr-rdy of the Tenrple scrol1 he nstes that,

"the E=senes alss charnpioned the irnpositian a{ the- pr-ic=stIy

rurles for the Temple and the prie=thood Lrpon the clty o{

Jerur=alern and alI of Isrger . " [ór] It L.JäE argr_ted abo.,,e thet F,

pre=ent= Íts readerE r,rith å prie=t1.¡ parediçnr r,rhich it
de=ire= all ol r=¡-ael to nrodel . iìs the priest I i.ve,l ¡11 af
I i f e ever trc,nsc j. outs o{ God 'E pre=encÊ end i n the conte¡lt o{

the cr-rlt r' sE ql so wer.e the peopl e ncFJ to 1 i.,,e.

In oppo=iticn ta ÞiD it is argured here that thi= e.,,idence

f rorn the Tenrpl = scro1 l er =o appearg to =urqçe=t thEr the
hol i ne=E n{ the tebernacl e =houtl d be csnsi dered å pr-i rnar.¡

focar paint. Thi= enrpha=i= of the Ternple scr¡l1 is å prabable

de"'elaprnent sl R tr-end aiready there eerlier- in F, end its
purit'¡ 1¡r.rs" rqlthourgh it i= trute ito a degree) thrt ,'.the

temple it=elf =iqni f ie= their goclly trornffiLrniti-,', tó;l th=

=tsnderd of ho1iness, thraurgh r.lhich p =Êes sll aí 1i{e- ie
åi:l. Jacob l'4i 1qrom, "The Ternpl e scrûì.1 , ', EA 41 i 1 q7B), F. 1 11.ó1. IÞ.id., p. 114.
å1" Ibid", p. 1:i_). Ernphasi= rnine.
ërf,. See p. "i9.
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the pl rce l-rhere the hol ;, God most f r_r1 1r- rE.¡EåI E Hi m=e1 f .

As there åre sphere= of hcl i ne==, r.ri th the hol y ar
hol i es symbcl i z i ng the rno=t hol y cen.ter r sr el so åre there
temporal =pheres of hc,l. i nEe-=. The =abbath , the da.v dt atcne-
inent (Le"'" 1å) -end o+-her reliçiouts periods Er- {estival=, {dr
exarnpl e, are day= =et asi de f sr the u.icr=hi p o{ Gad ;nd år=
thr-r= con=idered ho1y. rn e:<Etrnining F,'s thealoqy it wås noted
that the period o{ creation, and that at the sinai er{Ferience
åre el sp si gni f i cant peri ods r+hen God created the r+arl d *ntl
HiE people re=pectivel;,. As 6sd'= holin=s= is e)íÊnrplified
throutgh Hi s creati on af the urni verse ðrnd Isreel 's hol i nesg

declsred et sinai, these irnportant e.¡ents åre to irnpact the
ïsrae1ite continurally. ultirnately, it i= F,.s desire thst the
therne of hor i ne=s u¡ourr d er:tend i nto evÊFy ternpcral and =på-
tiel sphere of the Israelite sci that in ¡11 d{ Iife, +-he

Ï=raelite might be rerninded of God'E holine=s. Thurs elthourgh
F's foclrs is on Israel , God's holy people, it is nst prirrrer;,
as l'1Ð =urgqest=. p'= pri rnary a,nd n¡a=t i ntenEe f ccr_rE 1s trn

God r the rarni f i cati tr'ns o{ Hi s ho1 i neEs and Hi s el ecti c:n ai
Israel . The tal¡ernscle snd cult rncst fr-tl 1.7 =yrnboli:e Eccj .E

holy preåence Etnd His r.iilI for Hi= people"

contrary tc, P1D, F"s i,iEwE need nat have been the ,,dc¡-ni-

nsnt positisn of I=reelite =ociety,' islthoutgh F, urndr:lri:tÉdI.,,

=ourqht tc' ¡ddre=s dorninant ctrncel-ng). tó+l F.= purrrty lews cid
not arise out o{ å de=ire ts rneint*in ti-rs Eociel (frdL=r err.,,i-

=eqed b'r'the 1=rger gr-trLrp ias l"iD surgge=t=,1 , burt its r+ritinç=

='nd trontrprr-rE år-e tir=t theologicaJ. ly (nct =acialaçic;,11.;,
ã4" See p. il8-î":.



bssed, seel,: i nq tc, re-establ i sl-¡ G¡d 's r.:i I

the urarl d " The f act that F'E crncerl-r .=
I fc¡- Hi= p=c,ple rr¡-¡d

L-JÉre nst re=tri cted

to the cr-tlt i s e'¡i dent i n the =Lrcce== cr{ I ater Jlrd:.i snr 1n

lr=i ng the=e concept= aurtsi de of the cr_rl t " '/et { ar F, the
tabernacle, =ymbolic*1I1,, r-epr-esenti.ng the place i.rhere Go,l,e

EËÞÊ=d degcends f rom tinre to tirr¡e, != å =igni{ic=-tnt =r-mbal
throutqh r.rhich all of 1i{e is viep¡ed. As IErael =c¡rçht ={ter
holinEE=r EE Eod r-rourld bles= His peapLe. Thur= it- hJå.= bath

hol i nÉ55 end bl essi nq , both d{ r-rhi ch åre depender-rt Lrptrn Ëarl '=

Fresence ii"e., the "tebernatr1e"), l.lhich L.JerE prinrarr- Eún-

ËEl"ns oÍ F ås i t ursed the c1,¡t-rnc1 regurl ati an=.

PlD ha.g argrred that the body pl ay= å l*rçe part i n Lhe

=ymbolic s'¡stenr r"rhich highlight= "hcilir¡es=,,. There can be

little dourbt th*rt the bad'¡ did furnctj.on =r-mbaliceLL;," She

tvsrstate= the rnatter, hou¡ever. o+ gre=ter symbol i c val ure i E

the tsbernacle, thet urhich represent= the Fr€sence oÍ Gad,

=i nce al l the cl¡'urncl 1er-¡s rel at= dí rectl ;; ts i t. y=t ,

al thaugh the tabernac l e r.Jã.s the s.¡mba1 s{ hol i rres=: Fål-

e:':cel1ence,¡ =c) al Ea wås the 1:trger =oci et-v anc the r ndi vi d¡rs1

to ref l ect Eod 's hol i neç=. Frcrn thi = per=pecti.¡e b¡th tl-re

"'ieui5 ct{ l"lD snd the eerl ier ',,iÊrnJs at JI aIthoutçh ¡rradi{i.ed

åbcr,,e) ere i mpart*nt.

ç. ELlÊr.luE_L EetpflÊl_ti Ê çRJ]JEU_E Ê!p çüt']ll_EllrÊElí

Of the three =cholars criticall;, e:.1.:,n¡ineC in ihi=
ch;pter EF'= r-JÉr-l-': is inost:-ecent. He is åHål.Ê d.Ç +-hE ì..JEr!,: cf
bath l.lD snd Jl"l. 1n chspter three it r.-rå= nc,ted that elthoutçh

EF i E åFpreci ¡ti ,,,e at l'1D'= =¡,nrbol =y=tern r^rhi ch c13rrnscts *.t 1

the c1,,'urncl requrl;tisns to holinese (u+holÉnÊEE, cclrnpletene==



ånd per-f etrti cln ) ,1 he csn=i der= ceeth ts be å ffic,r-e ;,pprc,pri ate
ú\'/erFidÍnq thenre in F's Lrse o{ lhe concept=, In EF {fnÉ {ind=

å thorcutghly theoloçicaJ. approach ts c1.,'urncl. Accc,rding ta
hirnr the I=¡-aelite lrnderstsrndinç cti å tiving Eod, in i.rhs¡rr

1ife itsel{ is rnost fr-t11y ernbodied, reletes dir*.tl.-, t-n fh,=,

c1./urncl regutl atÍ crns"

A1 thautçh EF ' s enrph*=i = tr'n 6cd åe the " Li '/i nq tne', cc,n-

sti tr-rte= å, real strength e especi al 1y i n l i ght at the f ect

thst this theme had not =igni{ic-rntly entered the cl¡'urnc1

di=curssion, the cancept dt death b,r, it=eIf i= too nå¡-r-cjL.J t¡:
e:*pl ai n edeqr-ratel y s11 the cl ,,'urncI 1aw=. . Futrther , i'death,, i E

not alr'lay= applied in the rno=t con.vincing rn-inner. sa, ål-
thor-rgh he inåy be correct i n =r-rgçesti ng that death r.rås ån

i mportant i sEure i n å parti cur ar 1ar.i, hi s åpproach end åFçLL-

rnent i= not slnays per=utasi.re. This r,riI1 be =hor.rn belo,,+.

Eef ere proceedi ng tc er,åL urate the þrãi/ i n urhi ch EF he.=

i.¡or!'.: ed throurgh the',,ã.r-itrrLr= c1¡'urncl lew= å brie{ critiqute is
necesså¡"y reqardi ng hi s .vi el..l o{ desth i n I srael ! cl1,/=r .-tçai n=t

it= neigbar=. He has arglted that I=raeI granted nE ,,mr-thc-

l agi cal pÉhier- to death =ince there ig anl'¡ tr,ne Ecd", Jrrd

that there e¡tiEted "Trc, rnythapceic f=-tF¡ts.=iest t-itural= cy-

u=f fsr-t= tc nrein'tain å link ¡¡rth ilre dead" "[óg] It i= piain

that eerlier in reraei'E history this is nat the c;,se. tóôl
ó5. See p" 54. cf., hcure.rer, Þ1 . F'ape, "The cr-rlt sf .the Dr_=¡cet Uçarit," in U,tsrl_!. ¡nd. É=Lt!.Ep.gË!.: ãt y.CÉr= q.t Uç.Sft_L ar_ld.
ugaf.l!.i ç.' Ed - Eol-dcn D. 'r'crLrng it¡ri nana Lar;:=: Ei =enl-*.,r,-,1?81) "
óó. See l. Sen'r. ?B:€-1?l ? þ::ings i1:,i, :,nd Isa. g:i?,
l'iecrclrns,ntr'y' l'Jå,s practiced in I=reeI and r{ër= fi¡-st forbidder-r ts¿1t

'¡rritten ler-,r in Der-rt. l8: Lr:)-11 end i-ev. 1?:f,ll iÜ:ó:î7,
Ear 1 i er- i n I sr¡,e1 's hi =tor;, there nt: dar-tirt þJås *rI so thebelie{ that the¡-e exi=t=d ir¡ån/ gods. see l,/erEe= Irl:: e Jurdç,



L'Jere EF ts hå"'e =tated +*hat F', writing in the e:.riI

Ðr leterr RFgLres thet there i= only trnE 1i.,,ing God

that F' Eeefrs to demythalcgi¡e the FEr.Jsr= oi deeth,
hs..,,E di {f erenti ated rrsre cri ti cal I ;, bet,¡.¡een F, ¡nd

'v'ehr+i =ti c rel i gi an, thurs avoi di ng the pi tf ar i af i
"f s'-ã,eI's" belief s. Thi=, h'l.Je.rer, dses nc,t =Ígn
detract {rorn his thesis i-rhicf-¡ u.¡i1l be er:an¡ ined nei:t.

i c peri cd

l67J and

he r.rc,r-rl d

papurl ar

dealizing

ificantl¡,

EF begi n= vri th a str-id'¡ of trErFse de{ i l enrent. l---¡r = r¡hoi e
prernise i= thst the prirrsry elernent in all !gg] sh i=
death'tb8l He repeatedly as=erts thst corpse cefilen¡ent i=
the rnsst intense forrn ø{ uncleånne'e.r.bql-In ån e{{ort ts
rnake his point regarding the prirnary role a{ dea.th in
rtncleannEss, he doe=, however, rnål:: e =clnre glËirinq clverst¡te-
rnente. His as=ertion that tourching åny hlt¡nan corpsE brinç=
aboutt "the longe=t po==ib1e period at defilenrent,,[7i:¡] i=
incorrect since both 'lepro=i,,' and sever-e ,discharqe. di=-
order= har¡e ån indefinite period of urnclEånneE=. In .the=e

ca=e5 urncl Eånness l ast= r-rnti 1 one Í s heel ed pl uts EE\,,en d_r.¡=.

Ê{ter childbirth the rnather is urnclean {dr farty ts ei.qhty
days. Fltrther, i ntercourr=e u¡i th À rnenstrlt--tnt ai =o rrå[:: Es Lrn-

clean for severr deys. A1 I tl-¡ese period= c,f rrncleånnË=E, E",rr¡É

a{ r¡hich ål-e lcnger than the periad si utncleår-rrre== f'-¡rrr

1 1: i4 r'¡hi ch cl ear'1y preeuppcs* that cherrrosh þJå,s the gc,d oftt-le I'lc,rbites, j.rst as yehu.leh L.J;,s Israel .s grd. see ¡Iso E¡rcd..15:11: "['Jho is liFle yrLr yahr¡ehr È.ggng the gads?,,â7- The fect thst msnothei=rn .ai,lã-¡e ffior-e eirplicrt in F, i=e"'idenced in the e:<p1icit1y rnsnotheistic statenrents rn*de lJ.tÐeurters-Issiah (4iJË 1ã-"rJi 44: g-3t-ri 4ó : ü-7) r.rhc, i = -;;;;",,;1matel y c¡ntÊrrrpEråneúLrs ta F "á8. EfÞ_!¡s;,_l end !g=t Eibticsl Delrtgm€nt, pp. f,+_f,7.b?. JEjd;;-p,-lr.-sË-;r;; Fp. f,1-f,F, ó4.7i1. Ibid., p. 1f,.
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cor"p=E def i l errrent ,

C=ath "

da not slrppcrrt hi= .,,iÉr.¿ dÇ the prinr:ic.¡ of

Accarding to EF ,,L.JheF¡ Êver- ãny cc,nstituient el e¡¡-¡ent ai
hrtnran life is lost 1"c7Ll be it å Iimb, had'i f luri.d=, Ètc.,
there c'ne find= utncleå,nnesg. Ïhi s rat i cnal e, l-rGt¡JÊl,/Er- r

accounts sdeqr-tately fcrr only Eo,r¡e ai the c1lutncl rr-=çurlstisns.

He con'¡i nci ng1'rl år-gLtÊe that the l sse ai sen¡i nal er¡r =si on

{"the seed a# life") snd nrenstrlratian i"1ite forcÊ,,), i=
related to death. yet his contention that childbirth bringE
utnclesnnEEs becelt=e it repre=ents the end (', lclss',) sf .the

rnother's role o{ life-prsdurcing, life-nrrrtlrrinq, s.r-¡ d Ii{e-
sutstaining is tot*i1Iy ttncsn.¡incinq.E7"l Ourite En ti-re trilt-r-

trary, the EEn=e s4 1i {e-nrrrtutri nç , etc. , i = prabaF-r1y c,nl .¡

heightened aft=r the child is born" Fltrther, it i= anl;r i^,rith

the "1oEE" crn behal Í a{ the wt:nrb , that 1 i f e trån reall,¡ b=gi n
(or continute). it i= highli urnlil.lely that trrne courlrJ 

=hoi..¡
that the=e vi ews of EF þrere actural 1y lrel d by the I srael i t=E.

The concept sf death i s ¡Isc: too når.roþr ta deål uri th
'1epro='r-'. EF follor'lE esrlier =charers l-r€FE, r.rho parnt tc
f'llrrnbers 1":1! where de*th i= c1c,=ely rerated t.: ,ieF_

rc,s\/ '.i7f,1 l.Jor.rhere in the prirnary te:rt= dealinq l.rith the
'1eprÊ='i" leu'¡s ie death rnentraned, hclrrJe.,,et., rì fur¡-ther prabl=rrr

in EF'= hendlinq ctt 'leprasy' í= that ntrr a.tternpt iE rnade to
tre;t 'leprct=it' in inorgenic rneteri¡l=. His concept ai death
i s cI earl .¡ i n*rdeqltate here.

F'erticurl*r1',¡'*rnEstisi;-ing i= EF'= treatrrrent c* the ¡rreat

,tL. lELd., p" .:,3.
,iÌ.. IÞid., p. :,7.
T= /\-- - --P ' L) '

¿.-¡o



l au'ls. Hi E treatrnent a{ tlre=e l er.rs seÊrn qr-ri te remate f ron¡ hi s
handling al the ather c1,¡urncl reglrlation=. HiE rrrest Iel.,¡=

Eection represent= å, csnsj.der=.bIe dep;,r'L.urre {rctm his e*rlier
r'¡orit" Here, sutddenly, certain nreatE årÊ cc,nEj.dered nnclean rn
the "pri stine, rnetaphorical nreening of 'sanrethinç de=acra-
1i=ed,'

+it" "E74l ttto other r-ationale i= gi,,,en =xcept that, re{raining
frsirr the=e {agds "IErsel becc,nres g;da=h jur=t ås Gc,rJ i=
qÊd-g=l-1. " E7= I Thi s trÉncl ursi on i. E nú ccncl ur=i on at al 1 1 EF

csLrld hsve poÍnted to the trärnivc,rour= practice= s* rn¡1n./ c:i

the ani rnal s menti oned and connected thern to l-ri = ccncept cf
deeth. He apFears ts har,,e rni ssed th i = poi nt al tcgether .

Althorlgh EF lrltirnatery f¡i. 1s ta Lrse the concept et
death to its furlle=t potential in hi= tre;tn¡ent ni ilre cr,t

uncl 1au'ls, he doe=t ne\'/eFtheleEs, =urcceed in denrcn=treting
lhet there e¡lísts å sÍgnificsnt connection betr,ieen the nE-
ti on sf ceath and utncl eannes=" The concept of deetl-¡ , ti-ret
which iE apposite to God, ig å tre'¡ {actcr in the cI¡r:ncl
reçuiletion=. In the .f inel chapter L^Je r.ii 11 retutrn ta the
i mpertant then¡e o{ death (al so ã f srrn at di =c:r-der ) , .:nd i tE
rel ati cnshi p to F ' = cl ,,'urncl I ar.i=

A { i rEt readi ng o{ EF ,E boolt ,nåy

di=tinct irnpression thst he has fa.iled to
h i = poi nt í = å çood Ene and Lrpcn f utrtl-¡er

beqin= to åppreciete the edded dirnen=io¡-¡

thesl cgi caI per=pecti..,Ê: bri ng= ts the cl

qi.,,Ê ti-¡e ¡-e¡der the

rTEl,: E hr = pai nt. 'r'e.t

refl ecti on Ene =ccn
r-¡hrch EF, r^¡ith his

,,'urncl di gcur==i sn.

74. Ërts_L_f_caÅ snd Es=!-Ë¿bÅ¡_ce.l Dgff_L_en.€nt, F. 317=. Ibj.d., p. 5î.
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q. ËquQr=u.Ërau

Dautglas, I'ieltsner and Feldnran e11 nfå,[,: Ê å signi.f ic¡nt
contributtion ta the clz'utnc1 di=cur=sion, Dcr-tglas ctrrrectl;-
lesd= the L'Jay by sLrgçe=ting that an åpprapriate .their¡e be

ad'¿anced that accournts {ctr all the c1,/utnc1 reqtrlaticn=. Her

i dea a4 hol i ne=s represent= the l,: e/ to her =../rr,bc,l i c

sy=tem"L7âl þlhere l'lD =ignificantly ltnderr=.te= the impartåncE
oí the cr-t1t, choosing rather tc, focur= pr-irrre.ri.ly ûn ¡-¡e socic-
lagical needs r.rhich rnåy h*rve given riEe ta the parhicr-rlar
regurlaticn=, l.leursner's initiel in=i=tence rn the Frlrrråtr./ of
"the ternple" in F trån be urEed in part å= ã cBr-¡-c-ctive. Final-
1y' EF correctly dreu'¡s attention ta the impar-tant ca¡nect-isn
between deeth and urnclFånneEs, r.rhich r'¡ent virtltally urnn¿3ticed

Ín the þJorl:: of PID and JH.

l¡ii th thi s cri ti qr-te i t beconres apparent 'that e;t=h at the
therne= ad"'anced by I'lD, Jl.l end EF i= import.ent, l.la r*tronale
far F"= c1.1lrnc1 requrlatisn= is ;deqrrate r.iithar_rt relating to
i ts vi eu,¡s concerni ng hol i ness, ,,the templ e" and desth " I I i e

the cc,ntentian of thi= =tr-rdy that ',divine ordgr,,, r.rhich

i ncarparete= the strengtlrs c'f al I three schol års 7 trsn be=t
function as the therne r.¡hich rno=t adeqr_ratel .¡ acccurnt= iar F,,=

c1 ¡'urncI requtl *ti an=. Thi = wi I I be arçuted i n the ctrnc1 urdi ng

ch*pter.

7õ" Dourbt Hå.s Éxpres=ed sbove, hci.lever., cEntrernlnq ttautqleE,csntent i on thst the Er:ntrepts at r-rl-r ol enes= Er ctrrT.rp 1 etenes=p]¡y å5 large a rale as she surçge=t=, Tl-re tl-rÊiïrÊ of dÍvine
=rder åppe.ãrE ts be å ff¡rf¡-e significant c,ne.

"'l-i D



CIJAFTER SEIiEI'-]

gu!|]ÊEi ÊN! ÇlU=cLU€lgN

Ïhe c1,z'ltncI regutletisn= found in the Old Testan¡ent heve

been variaur=1y interpreted in the past. In chepter tnc, =even
di+ferent t;'pes of approaches and in'[erpretaticrn= hJeFe surt-

1 i ned bri ef 1;-. M-r jar shcrtcomi nç= i r¡herent i n rnc,st af the=e

traditic,nal interpretetions å,¡-Ê that the requrlatic,ns åre
f reqr-tentlr- treated in pÍecenreal f ashion, r¡ithoutt seei:inç autt

a pri nci ple whi ch mi ght seFve ts 1i nþ: taçether the r.¡hole

rånge c'f l aws, and 1i ttl e attenti c,n i s çi ven ts Ehow ¡sur th=.,,

might fit into the larqer religior-rs tradition u'lithin r.ihich

they Ë{rE f onnd. Even the two rno=t prorni nent ;.ppro-rches i n

the recent past, narnel'¡, the tendency, ts regard the cL¿.urnc1

l aws i n pol erni ca1 Er medi car terir¡s 5 can ncl l anger be can=i d-
ered ás viable positions today,

This is not ts sr-tggest that scrme of the cl;.urncr 1=r.¡=

inår- nat occasi c,na11y ha.,,e f r-tncti oned å= a ',pc1enri tr :(Çai rr =t
the nati ons" or have prcvi ded strrme nredi ca1 edvantage=. The.

Itncleatr sta'turs af the FiE, for eilanrple, rnå), weII håi.,,e =er-,,,ed
in ã palernical fashion. Ti-ie prahibiticrn açain=t eatrng it=
rneet rnåy ¡1Ea l-rå\,,Ê riverted sorne pos=i br e he.¡l th ri =l:s" Tht=

r-rti onal e behi nd these eirpl anati ons, however, i s =urgge=ti.re
et be=t snd urltimaÈe1;- does not consistentl.¡ åctrclLrn.t tor alI
that iE urncjFå,n. Fr-rrther, these åFprcEtches feil tc, åpFr-ecrete

futl 1y the thealc,qical dirnensisn i:ehind the cl,¡urncl reçur1*.-

tions. l'lD, regprndirrg to those r^rishinq ts pr-e=ent å ecienti_



ficu l-e-ttionalr ffiedic;r1 explenation {dr the lauls ctr,rr-ectIy
sbserves: "Even í+ Etrme at l'jaEes' di etary rrrl es Fjere hygi en-
icel ly benef iciel , it íE å pity ta tr-eat him ãs ån entisht-
ened purblic health edmini=trator, rather than ås å =pÍrrtur¡l
leader""[1]

In this the=iE, the utriter has =outght to tal,: e =e=riaut=l;-
the theolaçice1 di¡nension sf the cI./utncI c¡ncept=. Since the.,,

åre nrost freqr-tent1-¡ r-r=ed by F, 1 Ít is F's theology r.¡hich hg=

received n¡ajor attention, FlD, JI! and EF f-¡ åvÊ all atl.,,ånced

certain thernes throutgh tthich tl-rey interpret the r¡:trisrr= reqLr-

1 E(ti tr'ns. The themes of ho1 i ness , the tenrp I e and ,Ju=*th ,

hswe'veF ' ai-E too I i mi ted b'y thernEel ves. yet b,/ p i. ac i ng thern

in tlre cc,nte:rt of F's tjåÞôd-theatogyr ãnd hightiçhtinq the
therne of di vi ne c,rder , å rn're sati =f yi ng schen¡e f ai- F, 

,=

c1r'r-rncI reqr-rl ati ons trån be presented.

Þlircea Eliade, in The sgcred and F,rofane, ha= arqrrec

that i n anti quri ty, hurrnånl,: i nd di d ncrt regard spåce and ,L,i rr¡e å=

hornogeour=" The variou= interrurptions in 1i{e which ã Fer=trn
Elíperi enced sLrçqe=ted that there er: i sted qural i t:iti..,e di f f er-
ence= i n spåtre and i n ti me. t:l El i ade poi nts tt: the el{per.r -
entr= ø{ =onrething "r,rhcl1y Ether", as de=cribed by Rr_rdalf ot.r_o

irhtr dgl-y), wl-rich qives rise to a rriçher plane af re¡rity.
l¡Ji th ti-re creeti on d{ thi s neþJ pl ane of r-eal i ty brr, Lhe

"'rrhoI 1y other " , ar 1 el se outsi de i ts sphere i s trtrnEr de=r-etj

profåne, cogni=ant at thi= quralit*rtivel ...2 different level af
real i t;-, El i ade suqge=t= rhat:

Furrlly and
Ibid., p.

lang_er , p. 
"9.?{:).

1.
t.
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The n¡eni f estati sn af the =;tcred ¡ntol ogi cal l ,vfolrnd= the u¡crld" In ti-re hanrogeneours and infinite
e):pånse, in r'rhich nE point af ref erence i = possible
raild hence no arientation cån be estsbl ised, the
hi erophanytll re'¿ea1 s ån ebEal n.te f i:led poi nt : åcenter. E4l

In F' the =igni{icant center or point ø{ srientation fdr all
its theoloEy: Ínclutding its LrsE of the c1./utncl regrrlaticn=,
is the prÊsence c:f Eod'= !-.ËÞâ=d in the tabernacle, Fc,r F, the
potenti a1 threat and ble=si nç at Gad '= presentre i s dt urtnro=t

importäntrEe

f+ furrther sbser.¿etion rnade by Eliede is that ',rÉl.içic,r_r=

rnån Eeek= to inhabit å 'divine ulorld', [where cr-]e meyJ

1i.,,e in å pLrFe and holy cosrnosr åE it r/Jås in the beginning,
t+hen it cårre {resh f¡-orn the cre*tor's hands.',f51 In L. l-re Ëtrn-

clursion aÍ his bc,ok he urrites: ,'The gads createtl m:in snd the
wor1d.... Ey reactltaliring se,cred history, b,r, imrtatirrg .the

divine behaviar, nrån pr-tts and !:: Êeps himsel{ c1c,se tc, the qacs

that i =, i n the real and si gni S i cant. " [é ]

P' too, sautght to rernind the er:iric snd pas.t-ei:iric
I srael i te rornnrltni'ty of thst whi ch L.Jas real and si qni l: r1;an.t .

FlÈality, fer this disenfranchised cornrnLrnity, brå=' to rest in
the å,s=Lrrãintre that their God, r.¡ho had cree.ted the i.¡crld end

rsr-rel itself , ccntínuted to be in ctrn-L¡-ûL ctt glabaJ. e.,,ents.

cogniiant a{ their election and Hi= prÊsence, Isr:.r=j r..Je.= ta
be haly åE He is haly iLe.¿. 11:45).

f,. El i ade Ltses thi s terrn tc desi qnate that ect er- occ¡= j. r:n
'¡¡hen the sa.cred i= rnanif ested" IIC eÈç.fed s!.d th.Ë lf!.|¡!.g,Trans. t¡Ji l l ard R. Trash (Ner.r York r Harcpurrt , 

-ni;ãã-ano þla¡-I d,1?59), p. 11.
4" lÞid.., p" 

"1"5, IÞi d_. , F. ó5.
,3. iÞi d.. , F. i0:



In chapter f sutr i t wås argured that F,'s EËÞê=d-theal ogiz

=eel*:s both ta =afequrard Israe] frc,rn tl-re wrath af the holy Gcd

and at the Ean'e time ta obtein Gcrd's bles=ing. I=r-ael r at
si nai , had entered i nta å ctrvenånt rel ati on=l-ri p wi th Gac

(E¡lod" t9: r-c) , r=ceíved the qi f t of Hi s pre=entre, end Laiås

norrJ ts be å, l-ro1y and consecrated peopl e. caränrenti nq on I=-
rael 's cel 1 to hol i ness i. n Levi ti curs "?: f,l-f,f,, [,{ . zi nrmer l i
nc''tes that the ernpha=i = i s trn bei nq ', decl ared ås hc1y,, s.rrd

then "being what y.'Lr areI"873 chosen and decla¡-ed har.y,

Ïsrael is responsible to emurlate ho1inEES. I=rael is =utrnrnoned

to an ¡.mÅ!d!tg dei. tBl As one atterrrpts ta imitste Gad, h,=r.¡-

ÊveF r orre i s neveF consi dered âs havi nq arri.,,ed at a =tate a{

horiness, butt Ene is to practice haline=E. tgl yet ,'holirleç=,,

i s an abstract terrn. Hor.¡ cån EnE pr-acti ce 6ad ,s hol i nesE?

Elisde, l"lD and sthers have argured thst å¡-¡y attenrpt to
urnderstand God snd Hi = -rttri br-rtes l esd= ts co=n¡cl ogi ca] con-
tenrplation" In locking carefurlly at p'z c¡-eation eccournt, and

i ts utnder=tandi ng of the l.loahi c , Abrahanri c and Si n¡i ce\.,e-

nant=., rnurch cê{n be gai ned trEncernL nq F,' E vi ew o{ Gcrd end Hi s

7 - "'Hei 1 igl:eit' nach dern scgenannten Hei I ig,keitsgeEet=,,, yr
l,i]tt?a{1)¡ p" 5{J3, "Ich, Jahwe, heilige eurch,, {erklår='=r,ir,
f Lrr hE,I I 1g ) Sei , h¡å.s dr-r bi st ! ,'
a- IÞ.id.'r F. 511. Ziinmer-1i r.¡rites: "Der rn l-¡=r,2. 1?;i f cr,-mut-lierte Grlrnd-sat: de= H: 'Ihr solrt heilig sein, denn ich,Jah¡^le' euer Gatt, bin heiliq' Þonnte als êr_rfforderlrnq :Lrei ner Imi tati c Dei ',,er=tånden werden: ,Hei 

1 i g l.rerden , r.ii eJahl'¡e heilig i=t,' l.lachahrnunq =einer Heilig[,:eit. "?- iÞido "Aber gerad= hier +ünrt Eorg+årtiçe Err.råqurng aufden {utndsnrent*l en Unterschi ed der Hei 1i gl:ei t={at J*=rhwe= ,,û¡îtHei 1i qi';ei t-Üuen des l"lenschen. ,, J. lïi l grom rnål::eE å =i rni 1 arpoint regarding 6ad'= celI fctr holinÊEs. ,,That u.¡hich irrån rsnct, ntri- csn ever fr-rj. 1y be, butt plhich he is cornnranded t¡ernurlate ¡nd åpproi{inrat=, is r,¡h*ct the Eible cell= 'ho1 .¡,.HorinesE meår-rs LoLgnË.Lq d-gl- - the IÍfe of godliness,, f ,,Le./i-
ti crrs, " lDEq {f'lashvi 1I e: Abi nqdon I IgTt) , F. 5441.



trreåted Ðrder" It hrås årËLred abo.,,e that acËclrdinç tc pj Gad

ernbodi e= anci crestes order, From Gad 's di vi ne orderi ng a{

things in F's creaticrn c-rtrtrclLr.r-¡t =prinqs .l.ife, harrrtE)rtrtr FËrFec-
tic'n and urltinratel¡, nreaning" God'E hclinÊs= í-- rrrs=t {url 1,7

charecteri=ed by the=e acts ctf Gc'd. The cl,rr-tncI .[a'¡rs relate

di rectl y to thi E di.yi ne crderi nq al thi ngs.

For F the cl r'urncI regurl ati an= åFpeå,r ta eliprEE= E.i,n¡bs-

1 i cal 1;' God 's order , end ts thstt ex tent ar so H j. = ho] i nes=.

In exerni ni nç the regul ati ons i t L.Jãs argured thet the then¡es c-í

order end 1i f e Etsnd o\,/er- aqai nst di sorder end deati¡ " rql l

thci=e aninrals r'.¡hich exeÍnplify disorder threurgh ti-r eir n¡cvenrent

clF are consi dered "rneåt-eäters" ärÉ percei ved a9 urncl sån. Al l

ani rnal s that are trarni.,,trrEur= cjr å,sstrci eted r.¡i th deeth ,

plagutes, Lrrrinhabited ar deserted br-rildinqs, rutins trr the

wi l derness, end r.¡hi ch åre not donresti cstted trr contral l.-tbl e

butt Ewårmr sbourt, al1 of their "!,: ind" do not re{Iect Gad'=

srder rnd are thurs conEi dered unc1 eån, The IsraeL i te, bv

eating only frcn¡ those aninralE considered cIes,n, å.ffirrrred t¡e
pri nci pl e'= d't order and 1i {e s.nd st the sårne ti rr¡e practi c=d

ån Åm-r!-Ê!ro dei. con=utrning anly thet "[,:ind" cti aniri¡a] i.lhich
'e{åE ecceptabl e to God trn the al tar.

A coFp=e is alss de{ilinq becalrse j.t stsnd= in shsrp

contrast ttrr the 1i {e gi l,i ng God. The ''hcl y" f si-ael i te i s tr:

evaid csntact u.ritl-¡ that r,.¡hich is dead becar-rse thi= l.rsrrld also
bring absltt å nrir:ing o{ !rinds. Th*t which íE identr'fi=d r.irth

Gotl tr-:{n nat i denti { y Er ref 1 ect , throurqh ÊrJntå,Ër: trr n¡outrni ne

ri tes, that whi ch i s opposi l_e ta Gcd , death.

The 1c's= ø{ 1i {e-f l lrr d ibl ood ) and the ¡:ctenti;l



presencE ct+ the =pheres d.F di sarder and deatl-¡ may aI =c heve

rnade the birthing Êi{perience å de{ii.j.nq snÉ fc,r the Israelite

nrother. Death, ÊEpeci*11y at the very beginning o{ rifet!),
and the di sorder u¡hi ch tl-¡i s event r'åy hår,e createcl , aI sc,

wolrl d =tend i ¡r =harp contra=t to 6ad.

In 'leprosy', be it in hurrnang or inorganic n¡eterial=,

i t i E the urncontrol 1ed =preadi ng, graphi c*.t 1y =lnrbol i 
= 

i nq Lrn-

leeshed disorder, r..ihich åppears rËsponsible lar crea'L,ing Ihe

state a* urncI Eånness" The 'l eprasy ' i n hurnrans rnay ¡tlss have

led to prematurre deeth br-tt the emphasis åppeår= tc be cIearI.;

cln the contrasting thenre of crder /di=,arder.

Fin-rl1y, å disorder in the =e:<uta1 clrgån, that p*rt o{

the body r,¡hi ch i s rnsst c1a=ely ê(E=ûci ated wi th Frotrreatl cn ,

also t'rå,5 considered defiling beceurse o'f its affilietian r.¡ith

death. In the se:lua1 realrn, one which is al¡rrast å= bc-tsic å=

the fosd re*lrn, F'=eel:: s to affirrn order and Iife,

In sLttr¡rllåt-y, then, sne cån state thstt the trnclean snírza1 ,

the birthing rnother, the trErFse, the 'Ieper' and the orrË,¡.rig-¡

ä 'di scharge' have ene tlri nq i n cclrnnrË,n. Each i = not å

=ui!aÞI-c ãvoÞ.qliË r-ËEEËÊlLpE q! r:ql¡-r.c==i Lh.Ë rð!.ur.e nrrd

Ê=.=.ËEËE 9¿ g-gË.. fq11 th*et =tands i n contrast tc, order ancl

life, =yrnbolic at Gc,d, iE rrnclEån. Nher-e one Ëinds adirrnbr;-

tions of dÍsarder ot. deeth, there one firrtls urncleånnEEs. In

shcrrt r Ltncl eane=s i E that i,¡hi ch does not symbol i ce1 1 .¡ r-ef I ect
6od's intended order. Thurs the 1ar.¡s functisn irr =rrr:ir ä månner

å= ta recr-eated r.¡i thi n the I E,r3,eI i l:=, ho1 i nESs and å cl e=i re
to prEEÊrve /recr eate di.¡i ne arder.

F' --Eeþ:= to =l-tûvr that in all al 1i{e the principj.e

.i:.'+ t
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Godl'¡ orcjer i s to quti de Gsd '= l-ra1 y peapl e" To thi = end *l I at

life is sEEn ås living in the presence of God" As Gad i=

creator ctÍ crrder, 1i{:e and perfection, Isr;reI i= 'bc, li.ve
i,¡ithin l{is order, affirminç 1Ífe end =tri.,,ir-r€ to re{lect an¿l

reprodurce His perfectisn, Tlrut= to be hc,ly rrrÉåns not only to

aff irm divine order in the nniverse, butt also tc' recogni=e

one's rÞJn pl sce i n that arder and one'E resFcrnEi bi I i t'7 to

mai ntai n that di vi ne order " t ltll

Beinç declared holy, I=rael i-- nat tc, be ,'rri]{ed,' r,tiil-¡

anything which in any L.Jå,y reflects that i^rhich =tencl= in

contrast tc, Ec'd. Êy mixinç the =pheres c,f the holy and il-rÊ

pra{aFre r not onl y wot-tId one becorne uncl ean , burt thi s scti on

cot-tld url ti mstel y threaten thu= vÊry ex i stence sf Isr,iel . In

*11 of life the Isr-aelite is ÉntrclLlraçed to reprodurcc- holir-les=

symbolica11y in hiE¡'her life.

It woutld åFpear that for F the c1,t'urncl 1au.¡s EErr/ErJ ta
pursh the sphere of halineE= into the far ¡-eache= c.Ë the

¡nlrndane. To be sLrrer P wäs åwåre ctl the onçainç tension end

=trutqgl e betu¡een the IsraeI i te '= decl ered st¡te a{ hol i ne=E

srnd the propensi t-v ts "n¡i x " i ¡-r Egrne kJay the oppa=i nq sphere=.

Yet, sbserves vcn F.;'d, "F tos [;iFrc]r¿.JS of ã, f inal conditicrn a.i

thinq= r¡hers the haline=s at Jahu.¡eh i+i1I *ttein j.tE çcel ,

=i nce '41 1 the earth v.¡i 1 1 be 'tr-rl I of ti-re ql or';r a{ God ' (l,lunr.

1r'J. Evan l'1 . Zures=e, in "TabÊo and Divi.¡-re order" IJÊÊFi
4! i 1974) ' 4a:-5ü41, årgue= th¡t: "The deeper futnctisn c,f
teboo, in shsrt, is to defÍne the divine 1i{e,,(p, 4çf,), lie
íurther cbserr¡c-E that ta accept "tabccs i s r-rothi ng l ees than
to sf i i rn"r srder i n ti-re ttni'¿Êt'se and EnÊ's ilÞJn t-esFonEl bi 1i ty
i n m*: ntai ni ng +*hat order " ip. 494) " Thi s åppeårs ta be ir'*te
al=o {ar F.

-.4 É



14:21) " t 111 von Rad c,bserr,es f urrther thet thi = gradutel

gror.tth ol the sphere af the holy, and il-re El..ralI ou.ri ng Lrp ct{

the =Ecltlå,Fr r.liII eventutal1y be "sE caffipIete that the n¡sst

insiqnificant objectE in everyday LrEË, the pats in the hcutseE

and the bel ls trn hor=e=' h-ernes=, r.li 11 be aÊ- hor'¡ å= the

vegsels in tl-le Temple 'in that day' iZech, 14:ir-rf.).,,t1:l

As the pri est servi nç i n the tebernacr e 1i',,ed i n the pre-

sence ct{ the hcly Gad, e,c) Zecharieh, alcnç r¡ith F,, en.¡iEagÊg

the, day when the pro{ane i = sr.lal l or.¡ed Lrp by the hal ¡- " ûn

"thst dåy" God r.¡i 11 re-e=tabl i sh hi s di vi ne order f ar the
prhole a{ creatian. On that dar- ,,HE u.li1I sl.¡¡l 1sÞ., Lrp death {ar
Ever " ( rsa. !3:8) " Gad 's hol Í nÊ=s wi I 1 radi ate to the enc= ctt

the earth and el I wi I 1 I i'¡e wi thi n ilr.et hol i ness: di',,i nel ,-

ordered iife wi11 be enjc,yed by all" Althauqlr this þrag not å

pre=ent realit'¡ for lsr-ae1 1 F sor-tght to Lrse tl-le cl.iurncl iau¡E

i n a =ymbol i c wåy to recreete even ncw the di.,,i ne crder ,

harman¿ perf ecti cn , etc. , r^rhi cl-r þjå= cri gi nel I .¡ pre=ent i r-r

God's creatíon a{ the world"

1 1 . !lË Te=lan¡e¡t llrggtggy, t/ol
J- f LJ JJ.¿.¡ LIJI U.
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