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1 A professional family-member is a term used in this study by some non-family 
caregivers to describe their approach to care. Their first priority is to act in their 
professional capacity (i.e. PSW, RPN, etc.), however they treat individuals with 
AD not as “patients” but as they would a family member or friend. 
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2 Historically an almshouse, also referred to as a bede house, maison dieu or 
poor house was common in the United Kingdom. Almshouses date back to 
monastic times; they provided a home for the poor that were maintained by 
private charities (www.almshouses.org). They were intended to provide 
accommodation for those in need, but were most often run down spaces with 
unclean living conditions. An almshouse was often times seen as the only 
option for the ‘demented’ as a means to remove them from society. A 
somewhat modernized version of the Almshouse exists in the United Kingdom 
to this day; its purpose is to create a place that provides respect, dignity and 
freedom in a safe and secure environment.  

http://www.almshouses.org/
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3 The Polisher Research Institute of Philadelphia was founded in 1951 by 
Edward N. Polisher (1902-2004). As chair of the Polisher Research Institute, Mr. 
Polisher raised funding to construct the first nursing home designed specifically 
for persons with dementia. As well, the Polisher Research Institute (PRI) was 
the first research centre in the United States of America funded by a geriatric 
facility and became known for its research in psychological, social and medical 
aspects of aging. The PRI became the first institute in the country to design 
interior environments specifically for patients with Alzheimer’s disease. 
(www.polisherresearchinstitiute.org)  

http://www.polisherresearchinstitiute.org/
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4 Local organizations such as Dearness Retirement Home, St. Joseph’s Health 
Care, and the Alzheimer’s Society of London Middlesex, Alzheimer’s Outreach 
Services, Victorian Order of Nurses and the University of Western Ontario. 
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5 United States President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed The Social Security Act 
August 14, 1935 establishing a permanent national old-age pension system 
through employer and employee contributions. The system was later extended 
to include dependents, the disabled and other groups. 
http://www.britannica.com/print/topic/551412  

http://www.britannica.com/print/topic/551412
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http://dementiavillage.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Openbare_ruimtes.jpg
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