
3

The Go lden Th read
By Jordan Thomas Sutton

A practicum submitted to
The Faculty of Graduate Studies of 
the University of Manitoba in partial 
fulfillment of the requirements of the 
degree of

Master of Landscape Architecture

Department of Landscape Architecture 
Faculty of Architecture
University of Manitoba
Winnipeg Manitoba

Copyright © 2012 by Jordan Thomas 
Sutton



4



5

Table of Contents

Abstract

Golden Introduction

Past and Present Golden

Where and Why Golden?

What is Golden?

Planned Golden

A Golden Future

Precedents for a Golden Future

Golden Significant Ecological Settings

  The Golden Thread

Designing The Golden Thread

Detailing The River Confluence

Golden Conclusion

Index 

0-1. 

2-3.

4-7.

8-13.

14-25.

26-35.

36-39.

40-45.

46-61.

62-91.

92-117.

118-125.

126-127.

128-129.

Table of Contents



6

The Town of Golden Today.



0101

The beauty of the natural environment surrounding the town 
of Golden is subtly miraculous.  Surrounded by national and 
provincial parks the town of Golden exists as a setting for rest 
and replenishment.  The surrounding rugged landscapes prized 
for their harsh beauties meet here at Golden with the calm 
serenity of the Columbia Valley.  Along a network of elements 
threading the town's existence, the industrious settlement 
of Golden has become a strategic setting for transportation 
of goods on rail and road across Canada.  The industrious 
town of Golden today faces challenges between economic and 
environmental struggles.  Golden's struggle is not unlike many 
other towns in the mountain west; a struggle to embrace 
tourism and growth effectively without damaging the attractive 
spirit of the town and industrial heritage.  This practicum 
presents the Golden Thread as a balance between the present 
state of Golden and the future of this community, with an 
exposed respect for environmental and cultural heritage.  The 
ultimate purpose for the Golden Thread is to weave the town of 
Golden together by fostering a respect for all of what makes 
Golden extraordinary. 

Abstract

Abstract
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Golden in the Late 1800's. (2000 Golden Memories Book 
Committee, 2000, p.22)
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The motivation behind this practicum was guided towards 
producing a work of relevance for the town of Golden.  I have 
called Golden home for as long as I can remember and I still 
to this day have a strong connection to the spirit of Golden.  I 
had strong connection as a child with the forest at the end of 
my street.  Even from that time I witnessed progress as houses 
and industry began to constrict my forest playground.  It was 
not until a few years ago in Golden when I drove past the 
same forest of my childhood dreams to see it clear cut, with 
no tree spared, as a barren landscape.  I could not believe the 
bleak solitude of this place and I knew there were soon to be 
condominiums and houses constructed in this place instead.  If 
my dreams were not already hurt enough I learned that the 
people who had stripped this land had done just that and 
backed out of what plans they had for the future of this place 
and fled.  Outraged, I have been further driven to produce a 
practicum with a heart towards the ecosystems and landscapes 
that have been neglected in the town of Golden.  

The chapters that follow give an introduction to the historical 
and current conditions of Golden and area.  Together, research 
and analysis are used to formalize the argument of this 
practicum which considers the current and future relationships 
between the environment and the town of Golden.  With industry 
dependent on the environment in and around Golden it becomes 
imperative to protect these resources for future generations and 
the livelihood of the town.  This practicum seeks to unify the 
relationship between the environments of Golden and the town.   

Golden Introduction

Golden Introduction
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Columbia River Lumber Company Mill at Golden B.C. (2000 
Golden Memories Book Committee, 2000, p.55)
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Past and Present Golden

It was the coming of the Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) 
that started a life for the town of Golden.  The completion of 
the CPR in 1885 freed the small town of Golden to access 
all of the modern amenities across Canada.  With relative 
ease, Golden was accessible from the south along the Rocky 
Mountain Trench to the United States of America via railway, 
roadway and waterway.  Golden lay at the crossroads for 
transportation of goods and industry.  The decision for CPR to 
locate one of its maintenance yards in Golden was due to the 
Golden's strategic location.  The maintenance requirements of 
the railway necessitated subsequent industries such as forestry.  
The subsequent lumber yards were built to service the railways 
and were therefore located along the railways or/and on the 
waterways.  Sending the logs down the many waterways to be 
corralled into a lumber mill located next to the railway was the 
most economical way for logging to exist at that time.  

From Golden's earliest beginnings in 1901 there was the 
existence of tourism as the presence of Swiss mountain guides 
would suggest.  These mountain guides were employed by the 
CPR to guide tourists in the Yoho and Banff National parks 
east of Golden.  In 1911, the CPR built residences for the 
families of the Swiss guides in Golden in an area formally 
named Edelweiss.  Guiding and tourism has continued to 
develop in Golden from modest beginnings into many different 
and unique year round activities for all types of tourists.

Past and Present Golden
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Canadian Pacific Railway Yard, Golden B.C. 2012.
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The presence of industry today in the town of Golden is 
largely displayed in the form of the lumber mill on the north 
side of town and the rail yard bordering the southern end of 
town.  These two large industrial landmasses in Golden serve 
the majority of livelihoods of the town.  The billowing clouds of 
steam and smoke permeate from the powerhouse and dyers of 
the mill to the north while the thundering of trains organizing 
themselves in the rail yard sending shockwaves through the 
town. 

The relationship between the town of Golden and its 
environment is one of diverse consequences.  The town of 
Golden owes its existence to the construction of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway and in turn the railway and its subsequent 
industries have defined the town.  Golden's two main 
attributes determining the town's growth were derived from the 
maintenance of the railway and a burgeoning forestry industry.  
The resource based industrial economy has since directed the 
growth of the town from its earliest beginnings.  The forestry 
based economy has more recently weakened and tourism 
has begun to emerge as a prominent economic income for 
the town.  The town of Golden, without any planning for this 
change, has welcomed the tourism industry as an important 
contributor to Golden's economy.  

Past and Present Golden
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Entrances from the East into British Columbia
1 Pine Pass
2 Yellowhead Pass
3 Kicking Horses Pass
4 Crowsnest Pass

Go
lde
n

(This information is provided by the Province of British Columbia under the 
Open Government License for Government of BC Information v.BC1.0)
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Where and Why Golden?

The search for a path through the mountains of Western 
Canada to the Pacific Ocean was made by many early explorers 
and includes many different mountain passes.  It was 42 years 
after David Thompson when Sir James Hector was sent by the 
"Imperial Government to locate a feasible route through the 
mountains" (2000 Golden Memories Book Committee [GMBC], 
2000, p.11).  The site known today as 'Golden' became an 
important location along this feasible route.  The route for the 
railway was not fully established until Major A.B. Rogers defined 
a path suitable for a railroad through the Selkirk Mountains to 
the west of Golden.  It was the suitability for a railway that 
decided Golden's fate and it was the railway that would decide 
Golden's future.

Where and Why Golden?



10

National & Provincial Parks

Yoho N.P.

Kootenay N.P.

Jasper N.P.

Banff N.P.

Glacier N.P.

Bugaboo P.P.

Mt. Revelstoke N.P.

Peter Lougheed P.P.

Height of the Rock-
ies P.P.

Purcell Wilderness Con-
srvancy P.P.

Goat Range 
P.P.

Valhalla P.P.

Gold
en

(This information is provided by the Province of British Columbia under the 
Open Government License for Government of BC Information v.BC1.0)
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The miraculous weaving of pathways through the mountains 
and west with suitability for the railway allowed for the first 
time all the people of Canada to see the prestigious spaces 
that these mountains encapsulated.  It was for this reason that 
along this route lay some of the first Canadian National Parks.  
This initial sight for conservation only encouraged the further 
protection of these spectacular environments where the town 
of Golden lay directly in the middle.  Robert William Sandford 
describes "that what we have created in the mountain region 
of the Canadian West [is] nothing less than one of the most 
expansive collective expressions of the will to protect natural 
heritage the world has ever witnessed" (Sandford, 2009, p.19).

Where and Why Golden?
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Mountain Ranges:
1 Selkirks
2 Purcells
3 Rockies
+
4 Rocky Mountain Trench

1

2

4

3

Golden

(This information is provided by the Province of British Columbia under the 
Open Government License for Government of BC Information v.BC1.0)
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The Rocky Mountain Trench that prominently divides the Rocky 
Mountains to the east and the Columbia Range on the west 
is the most important geological feature of the area where 
the town of Golden is situated.  Recognizable from space, the 
trench characterizes the western edge of the Rocky Mountain 
range as it runs parallel to this range for over 1400kms from 
the Yukon to Montana (Clague, 2012).  The scale of the Rocky 
Mountain Trench is so vast that people living in it or travelling 
through it are unable to perceive its significance.  The trench 
bottom ranges from 3 to 20km wide yet it is important to 
recognize that the town of Golden is primarily located in the 
floodplain of the Columbia River which is roughly 2km wide 
where the town exists (Clague, 2012).  Thirty five kilometers 
to the north of Golden along the Rocky Mountain Trench exists 
the northern edge of the Columbia Wetlands which spans over 
150km to the south along the Rocky Mountain Trench.

Where and Why Golden?
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River Confluence:
1 Columbia River
2 Kicking Horse River 

500m 1Km 2Km

N

1

2

(This information is provided by The Atlas of Canada, Natural Resources 
Canada)
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What is Golden?

The gradual erosion and flow of the Kicking Horse River 
into the Rocky Mountain Trench and the graded access to 
the valley that the river subsequently created is the single 
determining factor for why the town of Golden exists where it 
does today.  If it was not for the Kicking Horse River grinding 
its way through the Rocky Mountains from the east and defining 
a graded pathway for a railroad, and a roadway to follow, the 
town of Golden would not exist today.  The Kicking Horse River 
is therefore the first element that has threaded Golden's place 
in the world today.

What is Golden?
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(This information is provided by The Atlas of Canada, Natural Resources 
Canada)

Canadian Pacific Railway

500m 1Km 2Km
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Officially completed at Craigellachie in 1885, The Canadian 
Pacific Railway linked Canada together through the Kicking 
Horse and Rogers Pass to the east and west of Golden 
respectively.  Golden was not to have vehicle access to the 
east until 1926 when the roadway from Field to Golden was 
completed, and soon afterwards to the town of Revelstoke and 
west in 1940 (GMBC, 2000, p.52,53).  In 1962 the Trans-
Canada highway was completed and officially held its opening in 
Rogers Pass just west of Golden (GMBC, 2000, p.54).  

The town of Golden depends on the railways and roadways 
as they act as the lifelines of the town.  These lifelines add 
new threads of benefit for the town of Golden encouraging 
development while supplementing the town's status in Canada 
and North American industry.  In the past the lifelines of rail 
and road coalesced with the intricate workings of the community 
as the two were dependent on each other.  Today the 
segregation between the lifelines of the town is prevalent as the 
safety and increased scale and usage of these lifelines detract 
from any of the past intricate and pedestrian scaled interaction.  
Today the lifelines act more as boundaries, confining the people 
of Golden on one side and preventing access to the other.

The CPR described on the left shows the railway meandering 
out of the Kicking Horse Pass to the east and then north up 
the Columbia Valley to Rogers Pass.  To the south are the 
CPR maintenance yards and a direct railway to the United 
States of America.  The Trans-Canada Highway and Highway 95 
follow the same routes and the railways.  Secondary roadways 
are also defined on the pages to follow.

What is Golden?
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(This information is provided by The Atlas of Canada, Natural Resources 
Canada)

Major Roadways:
1 Trans-Canada Highway
2 Highway 95

1

2

1

500m 1Km 2Km
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(This information is provided by The Atlas of Canada, Natural Resources 
Canada)

Minor Roadways:
1 Kicking Horse Mountain Resort
2 Blaeberry Valley
3 Mount Seven Lookout

1

3

2

What is Golden?

500m 1Km 2Km
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(This information is provided by The Town of Golden, and, The Atlas of 
Canada, Natural Resources Canada)

Topography 2.5m Intervals
+
20 Year Flood Hazard

500m 1Km 2Km
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The town of Golden was built on the alluvial fan of the 
Kicking Horse River.  At the height of runoff the Kicking Horse 
River had many secondary routes to merge with the Columbia 
River.  From early photographs there is evidence of extensive 
elevated boardwalks connecting parts of the town.  The seasonal 
flooding of the town was gradually moderated by constructing a 
series of dykes and eliminating all but one route for the Kicking 
Horse to use in reaching the Columbia.  With the Kicking Horse 
under relative control the Columbia's seasonal fluctuations were 
not as extensive and no such dyke has been created.  The 
alluvial plain was enough to keep the town above the threat of 
flood by the Columbia yet not without a very high water table 
in the spring. 

What is Golden?
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(This information is provided by The Town of Golden, and, The Atlas of 
Canada, Natural Resources Canada)

2008 Building Footprints

500m 1Km 2Km

N



23

The accuracy of the contour lines clearly depicts the floodplain 
of the Columbia River where Golden first began to develop.  The 
steep sides of the floodplain and the expanse of industry have 
skirted the growth of the town to a point where development of 
the valley shelves has become more feasible. 

The 2008 building footprints of the town of Golden further depict 
the growth of the town expanding up the valley sides east of 
the town north and south of the Kicking Horse River.  The 2011 
rewrite of the zoning bylaw by the Town of Golden has highlighted 
key elements of the new bylaw that "include but are not limited to: 
provisions for a variety of housing types; mixed use development; 
detached secondary residential (Garden Suites and Coach houses); 
incentives for green building and mixed use development; increased 
building heights; among others" (Town of Golden, 2011).  The 
driving factor behind this rewrite is to encourage and enable 
densification in the town as to encourage active lifestyles less 
dependent upon a vehicle and low-cost housing.  Currently the 
most densely populated parts of Golden are the many scattered 
mobile home parks. 

What is Golden?
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(This information is provided by The Atlas of Canada, Natural Resources 
Canada, Image Copyright 2012 Province of British Columbia)

Biogeoclimatic Zones:
1 Interior Douglas Fir
2 Montane Spruce
3 Interior Cedar Hemlock
+

         Columbia Wetlands

1

1

2

3

2

2
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The town of Golden exists within a blend of Biogeoclimatic 
conditions as defined by the Government of British Columbia 
in a 2008 Biogeoclimatic Map of the province.  Golden is 
amidst and surrounded by a zone of Interior Douglas Fir along 
the valley bottom which then blends at higher elevations with 
Montane Spruce conditions.  The biogeoclimatic zone of the 
Interior Cedar Hemlock exists just east of the town along 
the north facing slopes the Kicking Horse River.  The many 
irregularities and harsh elevation changes in the landscape 
around Golden furthers the blending of these biogeoclimatic 
conditions in and around the town.  

The Columbia Wetlands are "internationally regarded as one 
the last intact wetlands in North America" (Wildsight, 2011).  
The over 15 thousand hectares of regionally unparalleled 
diversity was "chosen as a Ramsar wetland of international 
signicance in 2005" (Wildsight, 2011).  The countless number 
of migrating birds that use these wetlands for rest and 
replenishment are equaled to by other aquatic creatures and 
mammals who use the wetlands as grounds for breeding, 
nursing, wintering and hunting (Wildsight, 2011).  The location 
of Golden at the north of the Columbia Wetlands amongst 
the Rocky Mountain Trench and along major migration routes 
through this valley places Golden along a thread connecting the 
town along the much larger ecological current of this region.

  

What is Golden?
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(This information is provided by The Town of Golden, and, The Atlas of 
Canada, Natural Resources Canada)

Town Limits
+
2008 Development Permit Areas:

Industrial

The Corridor

Commercial/industrial

Historical Downtown

Downtown South

The Landing

Residential 

500m 1Km 2Km
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Town of Golden Planned 

Industrial:
The Industrial represented in this map compiles mainly the 

lumber mill to the north of town with two other areas on 
the edge of the railway.  The lack of representation of the 
CPR yard and rail lines as Industrial may be due to the fact 
that this land is owned by the government.  Otherwise this 
land would exist as Industrial.  In this area it is apparent 
that the town is restricted to growth within the valley 
bottom restrained by the CPR, lumber mill, topography and 
hydrology.

Highway Corridor:
The TransCanada highway corridor is littered with services, 

such as hotels, gas stations, fast food restaurants, and a 
scattering of residential spaces backing the services.  The 
corridor almost holds its own as totally separate from the 
inter-workings of the town itself.  The corridor does not 
allow for the interaction of travellers passing though Golden 
with the town.  In some cases this allows for the quaint 
existence of the locals yet limits the views of travellers 
towards Golden as it being an inviting community.  The large 
scale of the highway corridor overpowers the town, which 
may be another reason why people travelling the highway 
may not feel there is very much more to the town.

Commercial and Industrial Services:
The commercial and industrial services lie between the 

lumber mill to the north, the highway corridor to the 
east, the historic downtown to the south and the Kicking 
Horse River to the west.  This zone could be described as 
including a portion of all its neighbours as its serves some 
aspect to each of them. 

Town of Golden Planned
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Timber Frame Pedestrian Bridge
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Historical Downtown:
The Historical Downtown of Golden is the site of initial 

settlement.  As much as Golden has changed since its 
first beginnings the general layout still exists.  The primary 
change to Historical Downtown is the widening of the 
railway and roadway running parallel to each other on the 
northeast of this site.  The space left for the commercial 
of downtown is pressed up against the river which the town 
has historically turned its back on.  The Town of Golden 
today recognizes the possible aesthetic benefits of improving 
the incorporation of the Kicking Horse River with the rest 
of the downtown.  The primary problem with the inclusion 
of the river is the fact that nearly all of the commercial 
buildings in the historical downtown have their backsides and 
service lanes facing the river.  The addition of the longest 
freestanding timber frame bridge in Canada in 2001 and 
adjacent Pedestrian Square with water feature and space 
for community events and gatherings in 2010 has begun 
the transition of the historic downtown to include the beauty 
of the Kicking Horse River in its overall organization.  The 
general organization of the Historical Downtown exists on 
land bordered by a steep slope to the northeast and the 
Kicking Horse River to the south.  These geographical 
characteristics place the Historical Downtown on land shaped 
like a piece of pie with everything converging towards the 
only vehicle bridge across the Kicking Horse River.

Town of Golden Planned
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Downtown South
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Downtown South:
The Downtown South includes the hospital, dental office, 

town hall, town office, library, medical clinic, civic centre, 
movie theatre and other commercial buildings centred along 
the highway 95 heading south.  The main distinguishing 
factor with this site are the civic buildings compiled in 
the northwest of the site.  Highway 95 divides the site in 
half and many of the buildings and sites have been left in 
disrepair and without consideration of the current and future 
insurgence of tourism.  The current plan for this site is to 
encourage mixed use and densification throughout the site 
and amidst its borders.   

Landing:
The airport is on the very west of town, located between 

a rail line and the Columbia River, capped to the north 
by the Kicking Horse River and to the south by the town's 
sewage treatment and pristine wetlands.  This area includes 
within its boundaries an area designated by the town as 
'Confluence Park', which is a site that will be talked about 
in much depth later in this document.  The site's relatively 
limited usage, current and historically, and its proximity to 
the mass of residential in Golden besets the area as easy 
to access by most of the town. 

Town of Golden Planned
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(This information is provided by The Town of Golden, and, The Atlas of 
Canada, Natural Resources Canada)

Areas Designated:

         Recreation and Parks

         Riparian
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The parks and recreational space of Golden is mainly 
comprised to the southeast of the town where large plots 
of land are designated as recreational because the steeply 
sloped land is unsuitable for other uses.  Park spaces in the 
traditional sense of manicured and maintained spaces are 
limited to the school yards and children playgrounds in the 
town.  There is a strip of designated recreational space on the 
west side of Golden that only exists because of planning by 
the provincial government to create a vehicle bypass around 
the town.  The bypass has since never been seriously proposed 
yet the designated land for the plan continues to exists under 
the guise of recreational on the map and vacant land to its 
neighbours.  

The riparian spaces demarcate a buffer zone between 
the hydrology of the town and the land that borders it.  
Development in this zone today is highly regulated; in the 
past it is recognizable that there were very few regulations in 
riparian spaces.  

 

Town of Golden Planned
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(This information is provided by The Town of Golden, and, The Atlas of 
Canada, Natural Resources Canada)

Areas Designated:

         Residential Reserve
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The 2011 zoning bylaw map for the town of Golden allocates 
most of the unused spaces around the edges of Golden as 
Residential Reserve.  This is a puzzling demarcation as it 
would be irresponsible for most of these spaces to be used 
in the future for residential construction.  These spaces which 
should be zoned as ecological reserves comprise vast wetlands, 
marshes, forests, rivers, that in some cases nurture extremely 
rare species of life.

Town of Golden Planned
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(This information is provided by The Town of Golden, and, The Atlas of 
Canada, Natural Resources Canada)

Areas Designated:

         Residential Reserve

+

Areas Designated as:

         Recreation and Parks

         Riparian

500m 1Km 2Km
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When overlaying the zoned Residential Reserve with the zoned 
Riparian it becomes clear that the Town of Golden believes 
wetlands and the Columbia River are suitable for residential 
expansion.  This may be a fault of lackluster planning but 
the issue remains, what is to come of these spaces?  Within 
the 2011 zoning bylaws there is no zoning for any type 
of ecological reserve or any consideration of environmental 
preservation or conservation.  The zoning bylaws are subtly 
suggesting that there is nothing in the borders of the town 
worth preserving, or that there are no spaces worthy of holding 
the environment above the economy.  The neglect of the many 
exceptional environments the town of Golden has ignored has 
powered this practicum towards articulating and providing a 
voice for the spaces within the limits of the town worthy of 
preservation.  

A Golden Future

A Golden Future
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(This information is provided by The Town of Golden, and, The Atlas of 
Canada, Natural Resources Canada)

Significant Ecological Settings

North Marsh

Creek Ravine

River Canyon

South Wetlands

River Confluence

West Swamp

500m 1Km 2Km

N
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Six Significant Ecological Settings were chosen separately for 
their unique character and relationships to their surrounding 
environments.  The act of defining each of these spaces 
autonomously from the town of Golden frees up reasoning as 
to why each setting is worthy of preservation.  This group of 
six unique spaces represents different states in the hydrological 
cycle of the Columbia Valley. This includes quick transitions 
from rushing river waters into marshes and the meandering 
currents of the Columbia Wetlands.  The significance of 
Columbia Wetlands, the hydrologic cycle in Golden and the 
ecologically significant settings created along the Rocky Mountain 
Trench embellishes the description of Golden as existing along 
many different threads as a place for rest and replenishment.

A Golden Future
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National Tourist Routes in Norway. 
(Architect: Todd Saunders, Saunders & Wilhelmsen. Photo: 
Steinar Skaar)
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Precedents for a Golden Future 

The study of precedents was employed to seek out options 
in dealing with the conflict of development, tourism, and the 
environments of mountain communities in the Canadian West.  
H.W.S. Cleveland was a prominent landscape architect in the 
late 1800 of North America.  More than a hundred years 
ago he was able to forecast the issues between development 
and conservation of the pristine environments that made the 
mountain west so attractive to so many settlers.  The precedent 
study of the National Tourist Routes in Norway is utilised to 
inform suitable design intentions for future development in and 
around the town of Golden.  

Precedents for a Golden Future
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H.W.S. Cleveland's 'Landscape Architecture, as Applied to 
the Wants of the West' was an important precedent study 
as his words written in 1873 are relevant to this day in 
the town of Golden and many other spaces in the West of 
North America.  Cleveland states that it is important "to 
secure the preservation of natural features which in time 
might be invaluable as a means of giving to the place 
a distinct and unique character"; this is a key statement 
when considering the future of Golden and the utilisation of 
its unique qualities and character (Cleveland, 1873, p.78-
79).  Cleveland was able to understand and predict the 
challenges that settlements in the West would face in the 
future and provided ways to mediate the inevitable issues 
the future of these settlements would surely provide.  This 
speaks to the predictions Cleveland made for the West as 
he states, "We know that the health, and the daily comfort 
and convenience of countless millions who are to inhabit 
the towns and cities which are to grow up through all this 
region, may be affected for ages after we are forgotten, by 
the care or carelessness with which we perform our duty in 
designing their primary arrangement" (Cleveland, 1873, p.78).  
The time that is being referenced in Cleveland's writing is 
far beyond the primary arrangement of the town yet Golden 
is not without its "wonderful developments of sublime and 
beautiful natural features" from which Cleveland describes 
"will render it a central field of attractive interest for the 
pleasure seekers of the whole world" (Cleveland, 1873, p.77).  
There are countless settlements in Cleveland's West which 
continues to grow, yet it is the stages of time that we find 
the existing towns from which different levels of revival may 
be defined.  

H.W.S. Cleveland: Landscape Architecture as Applied to the 
Wants of the West
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It is easy to see Cleveland's perspective in defining 
what it means to be a landscape architect and how the 
development of the West would benefit from the skills of a 
landscape architect.  When reading 'Landscape Architecture, 
as Applied to the Wants of the West' today and referencing 
it in the town of Golden it is easy to disclaim the message 
that Cleveland is making because the town has built 
itself from the ground up.  There are no records of any 
professional planning in the town of Golden larger than the 
expansive grid laid out on the southern half of town.  The 
grid as Cleveland describes it is laid out "without regard to 
topographical features, or facilities of grading or drainage, 
and still less of any considerations of taste or convenience, 
which would have suggested a different arrangement" which 
holds true in the town of Golden (Cleveland, 1873, p.30).  
Golden's industrial focus may have mislead the town from a 
well-planned future yet who in the early 1900's would have 
the foresight to predict, plan and implement the future of 
an industrial resource-based settlement.  

Precedents for a Golden Future
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National Tourist Routes in Norway. 
(Architect:Carl-Viggo Hølmebakk. Photo:Roger Ellingsen)
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The National Tourist Routes in Norway represent the 
country's promotional interests as an attractor of tourism.  
These Tourist Routes are held to a high standard.  For 
a route to become a part of the official National Tourist 
Routes it needs to pass a stringent number of tests.  Once 
the routes are incorporated they are under official guidelines 
and recurring inspection by the Government.  Adding to the 
high standing of the Tourist Routes, the architecture along 
the routes are locally designed and inspired by the landscape 
from which they are situated.  The professional standard and 
sense of place that the National Tourist Routes of Norway 
have created is what the town of Golden and this practicum 
strive to emulate.  The unique landscapes and industrial past 
of Golden provide the breadth of inspiration that will be used 
to influence the design approach and characteristics of this 
practicum.

Precedents for a Golden Future
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North Marsh

Creek Ravine

River Canyon

South Wetlands

River Confluence

West Swamp

The Six Significant Ecological Settings

500m 1Km 2Km

N

(This information is provided by The Atlas of Canada, Natural Resources 
Canada)
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There were a number of questions asked while defining 
the Significant Ecological Settings in Golden.  The first thing 
questioned in determining each site was the accessibility each 
setting provided.  Accessibility was determined by each site's 
ability for handicapped accessibility, each site's proximity to 
the town as well as any detriments to public access.  The 
next question was whether the site was currently or has the 
possibility in the future to be an attraction for the residents 
or visitors of Golden.  The third question considered possible 
activities for each of these sites.  The final question asked 
what type of person would be most likely to visit each of these 
places.  Ultimately each of the six Significant Ecological Settings 
has been out of sight and out of minds of the people in 
Golden.  The adventurous few that willfully explore and respect 
the uniqueness of these settings will exclaim that the longer the 
site has been neglected by the people of Golden the more it 
has been nurtured by nature.  The following pages will introduce 
the six of these settings through images, definitions, and text.

Golden Significant Ecological Settings

Golden Significant Ecological Settings
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Exceptional hydrology

(This information is provided by The Atlas of Canada, Natural Resources 
Canada)
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The unique relationships to hydrology that each of the sites 
possess will be reflected when determining site specific design 
characteristics and the future of each of these settings.  The 
variation in hydrology that these settings define is exceptional 
when considering all the different stages of the hydrologic cycle 
that they represent.  The exclusivity created from this variation 
in hydrography places the town of Golden exceptional among 
other communities of this scale in the mountain west and the 
world.

Golden Significant Ecological Settings
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North Marsh

Definition of MARSH: a 
tract of soft wet land usually 
characterized by monocotyledons 
(as grasses or cattails), 
(Merriam-Webster.com, n.d.)

The North Marsh is an 
ecologically sensitive area 
surrounded by infrastructure and 
industry.  The flow of water 
through this site is constrained 
by the infrastructure, leaving 
the marsh disconnected 
from its surroundings.  The 
disconnection has left the 
Marsh to flourish as a nursery 
for aquatic fauna yet has not 
stopped the encroachment of 
irresponsible development to 
the north.    The proximity of 
this site to the Trans-Canada 
Highway allows the greatest 
ease of access to be made by 
the people using the services 
along the Highway Corridor.

Golden Significant Ecological Settings
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West Swamp

Definition of SWAMP: a 
wetland often partially or 
intermittently covered with 
water; especially: one dominated 
by woody vegetation (Merriam-
Webster.com, n.d.)

The West Swamp is 
characterized by an old 
dilapidated dirt-bike track and 
many tracks of mud bogging 
vehicles tearing up precious 
topsoil.  The site has more 
recently been recognized by 
environmentalists for a very 
rare species of Orchid that 
it harbours.  The lumber mill 
to the east of the Swamp 
has rendered this plot of land 
out of the way and therefore 
forgotten and underappreciated.  
Previous cut and fill of the site 
for the dirt-bike track has left 
many places below and above 
the fluctuating water level, as 
well as devastating the natural 
flow of water through the site.  
The limited access to this site 
and its proximity to the Kicking 
Horse and Columbia Rivers 
renders this site valuable to the 
people of Golden.

Golden Significant Ecological Settings
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River Confluence

Definition of CONFLUENCE: 
the flowing together of two 
or more streams (Merriam-
Webster.com, n.d.)

The Confluence of the 
Kicking Horse River and the 
mighty Columbia River is a 
formidable site to visit.  The 
site has more recently been 
denied vehicle access yet is still 
used as a summertime beach 
and picnic area.  The sweeping 
rapids of the Kicking Horse and 
the deadly undercurrents of the 
Columbia deter anyone from 
using this site for swimming.  
Attention has been given to this 
site more recently and a trail 
with several benches has been 
constructed; further development 
is expected.

Golden Significant Ecological Settings
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Creek Ravine

Definition of RAVINE: a small 
narrow steep-sided valley that 
is larger than a gully and 
smaller than a canyon and 
that is usually worn by running 
water (Merriam-Webster.com, 
n.d.)

The proximity of the Creek 
Ravine to the Trans-Canada 
Highway and the isolating 
sensation it parts on its visitors 
makes this space a welcoming 
retreat to the many highway-
goers passing through Golden.  
One may find the creek flowing 
under the highway just behind 
the local A&W.  If the water is 
low enough one may explore up 
the creek bed past the gravel 
pit and trailer park into the 
serene and rugged state of the 
ravine waiting to be explored.

Golden Significant Ecological Settings



58



59

River Canyon

Definition of CANYON: a deep 
narrow valley with steep sides 
and often with a stream flowing 
through it (Merriam-Webster.
com, n.d.)

At the eastern terminus 
of the river dyke trail one is 
stopped literally by the steep 
cliffs of the River Canyon.  
Standing on a small beach, 
the Kicking Horse rushes by on 
your left while the cliffs rise on 
your right.  Left wanting more, 
only the willing and able seek 
to climb up for a view unlike 
any other in Golden.  The place 
exudes excitement and beauty, 
and should be offering this 
exuberance to everyone visiting 
the River Canyon. The easy 
routes may not be direct, but 
they are well worth the effort.

Golden Significant Ecological Settings
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South Wetlands

Definition of WETLAND: land 
or areas (as marshes or 
swamps) that are covered often 
intermittently with shallow water 
or have soil saturated with 
moisture -usually used in plural 
(Merriam-Webster.com, n.d.)

The South Wetlands are 
virtually inaccessible to the 
public of Golden.  The extensive 
rail yard and waste water 
treatment plant are the cause 
of the South Wetlands being 
inaccessible.  The pristine 
nature of the South Wetlands 
along with the past industrial 
remnants that it harbours, 
draw the few people that 
know about this place around 
the waste water plant and 
into the Columbia Wetlands.  
The segregation that the rail 
yard has created for the 
wetlands has allowed them 
to go on flourishing without 
disruption.  There is no better 
time to protect this place 
through community education, 
stewardship and responsible 
accessibility.

Golden Significant Ecological Settings
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The Golden Thread

My intent behind the Golden Thread is to bind the town of 
Golden with its surrounding natural beauty.  In proposing the 
Golden Thread I am hoping to create a story from which a 
single pathway binds together the community on many levels 
with the beauty and functionality of this industrious mountain 
town.  The following text further describes the intent of the 
Golden Thread.   

The Golden Thread is a story that ties together the past 
with the future, and the landscape with the town.  It threads 
together the industry and the environment and preserves the 
many spaces defining the town.  The Thread gifts to the 
locals and visitors a Golden experience that embodies life and 
diversity.  The intrinsic property of the Golden Thread is to 
enrich the community through accessibility and conservation, 
ensuring the future of a Golden worth visiting.  It is the 
presence of the trains, the smell of the lumber, the diversity 
of the land and the life of the town, experienced as one as a 
cohesive presence representing the heritage of Golden.  

The Thread doesn't seek to hide the disparities of the town 
but rather it seeks out these spaces of neglect as to present 
them to the people as spaces of function.  The openness of 
the Thread is defined in presenting to the public its willingness 
to expose and present the functional systems of the town in an 
effort to make these spaces beautiful.  Many of these spaces 
are integral to the function of every town, from the dark snow 
plowed off the roads shaped into mountains to the tailing 
ponds of the local lumber mill.  The integrity of these spaces 
in their function today as part of Golden's future will be one of 
the questions the Golden Thread presents as it weaves through 
every district of the town.

The Golden Thread
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Existing Network of Trails
+
Significant Ecological Settings

North Marsh

Creek Ravine

River Canyon

South Wetlands

River Confluence

West Swamp

(This information is provided by The Town of Golden, and, The Atlas of 
Canada, Natural Resources Canada)
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The first step in planning the Golden Thread was to analyze 
the town's existing network of trails.  The importance of 
analysing the existing trails is to support the future network 
of the Golden Thread in amalgamating future routes with 
pathways currently being used.  The analysis determined that 
the existing network of trails in Golden are concentrated atop 
the elevated dykes paralleling the Kicking Horse River described 
in the diagram on the left.  At the eastern end of the pathway 
along the river dyke the pathway begins to climb the slopes 
of Mount Seven where the pathways begin to divide into steep, 
elevated hiking trails.  The rest of the pathways exist amongst 
themselves, much like the previously described Significant 
Ecological Settings, as separate elements of thread.  Mapping 
the existing trails and the Significant Ecological Settings in the 
next step is to purposefully weave these together along the 
Golden Thread. 

The Golden Thread
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Existing Network of Trails
+
The Golden Thread

(This information is provided by The Town of Golden, and, The Atlas of 
Canada, Natural Resources Canada)
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Using the existing trails when advantageous, the Golden 
Thread weaves 17 kilometers around and through the town 
of Golden.  With accessibility at the heart of this pedestrian 
network the Thread is woven around the town implementing 
limited grade changes as a primary design intention.  
Weaved within close proximity to most of the residential 
neighbourhoods in Golden the Thread further amplifies ease of 
access, welcoming all the people of Golden to explore their 
neighbourhood significant ecological setting.

The Golden Thread
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The Golden Thread
+
The Significant Ecological Settings

North Marsh

Creek Ravine

River Canyon

South Wetlands

River Confluence

West Swamp

(This information is provided by The Town of Golden, and, The Atlas of 
Canada, Natural Resources Canada)
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Weaving together the six Significant Ecological Settings with 
the town of Golden, the Thread embraces the beauty and 
integrity holistically along the path.  Each of the six settings 
provides the users with an informal perspective of the many 
different ecologies and hydrological settings Golden has to 
offer.  The design of the Thread at each of these settings will 
emphasise the qualities that make each of them unique.

The Golden Thread



70

The Golden Thread
+
Other Significant Space and 
Places:
  
1 Historical Downtown/Spirit 
Square/Pedestrian Bridge
2 Golden Secondary School/
Arena/Swimming Pool Curling Rink 
3 Recreational Complex/
Scakeboard Park/Tennis and 
Basketball Courts

4 Baseball and Soccer Fields
5 Civic Building/Hospital 
6 Lady Grey Elementary School
7 Alexander Park Middle School
8 Playgrounds
9 Cemteries
10 Rodeo Grounds
11 Reflection Lake

9

2

4

11

10

1
8

6

5

8

8

3

7

9

(This information is provided by The Town of Golden, and, The Atlas of 
Canada, Natural Resources Canada)
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After linking the six Significant Ecological Settings with the 
Golden Thread it became apparent that these settings and the 
Thread needed to connect themselves further into the town of 
Golden itself.  It was important then to signify other significant 
spaces and places existing in Golden that would benefit from 
connecting to, and being connected to, the pedestrian network 
of the Golden Thread.

The Golden Thread
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The Golden Thread Secondary Routes

(This information is provided by The Town of Golden, and, The Atlas of 
Canada, Natural Resources Canada)
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Connections to the existing town are made when available 
along existing pedestrian routes.  Some of these existing routes 
include pathways along the Kicking Horse River dykes, existing 
trails and sidewalks, and along quiet residential streets.  These 
connections are strategically made to connect the Golden Thread 
with all of the town of Golden.   When considering all that 
Golden has to offer as a community, it is quite a feat to have 
the Golden Thread come in contact with almost all of Golden's 
offerings.

The Golden Thread
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Surfaces of The Thread:

Existing Streetscape

Elevated Boardwalk

Asphalt Pathway

Gravel Pathway

Overpass/Lookout 

(This information is provided by The Town of Golden, and, The Atlas of 
Canada, Natural Resources Canada)
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The different types of pathways cater to all types of users.  
The Golden Thread incorporates paved surfaces enabling all types 
of wheeled transportation, including the appropriate grading for 
wheelchairs and elderly users.  The need for overpasses and 
bridges is inevitable; these pieces of infrastructure will include 
the appropriate grading for wheelchairs as well as stairways 
where appropriate.

The Golden Thread
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Existing Streetscape

Elevated Boardwalk

Asphalt Pathway

Gravel Pathway

Overpass/Lookout 

Surfaces of The Thread Secondary 
Routes:

(This information is provided by The Town of Golden, and, The Atlas of 
Canada, Natural Resources Canada)
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The Golden Thread varies as it weaves through and around 
the town.  The many different environments in the town require 
the pathway of the Thread to take many different forms.  The 
four distinct forms that the pathway takes can be defined as 
asphalt pathway, elevated pathway, streetscapes and overpass 
conditions.

The Golden Thread
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Example of Appropriate Setting

1.5-3.0m

Asphalt

Asphalt Pathway
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The breadth of the Golden Thread is be composed of asphalt 
paving as to enable the best usage by all forms of active 
transportation.  Wide enough for comfortable two-way traffic the 
asphalt pathways will be used in environments where seasonal 
flooding will not be a considerable threat.  The fluid qualities 
that asphalt offers will be used consciously to create pathways 
with as little obtrusiveness as possible.

The Golden Thread
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Example of Appropriate Setting

1.5-2.5m

Stainless Steel 
Grating

Elevated Pathway
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As the Golden Thread meanders through most of the 
ecological settings the requirement of elevated pathways 
becomes apparent.  The sensitive nature of the hydrological 
cycle requires the Golden Thread to become elevated as to 
have the least disturbance on the many different qualities of 
the sites.  The boardwalks are composed of local materials and 
inspiration.  Wherever possible the use of locally manufactured 
Laminate Veneer Lumber (LVL) will be used.  Other inspiration 
for the boardwalk is taken from the expansive presence of 
the railways and the design of their bridges.  Steel and metal 
grating will therefore be used throughout the boardwalks along 
the Golden thread.  The design of the boardwalks will stay true 
to simplistic design principles that enable ease in replacing worn 
and faulty parts.

The Golden Thread
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Example of Appropriate Setting

1.5-2.0m

Stainless Steel 
Grating

LVL Posts

Supported Pedestrian Overpass
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The overpasses which will be the pride of the Golden Thread 
in their visual significance will take a form much like the 
boardwalks.  The simple extrusion of the boardwalk to heights 
enabling traffic and trains to pass under them will be supported 
by LVL posts.  Where the LVL posts are not functional directly 
over the roadways and railroads large steel I beams will act as 
railings and supports for hefty wooden planks.  The sculptural 
possibilities of these overpasses will be so prominent that 
much time has been placed in finding the meaning of their 
forms.  The overpasses will gesture to anyone using and viewing 
them the integral relationship the town of Golden has with its 
surroundings.  The expanse of forest at the town's foundation 
supports the lumber industry and railways above which in turn 
supports the community of Golden.  Rising above on these 
overpasses the pedestrians using them will enjoy views of nature 
and industry working side by side in relative harmony.  These 
views and relationships of the environment and industry are the 
foundation of the town and what the Golden Thread hopes to 
define as culturally significant.

The Golden Thread
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Example of Appropriate Setting

1.75m

Stainless Steel 
Grating or 
LVL Planks

Steel Beams 

>7.0m

Suspended Pedestrian Overpass
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The vast spans required of the Thread are made possible 
through the use of steel 'I' beams.  The inspiration for the use 
of the steel beams comes from the architecture of the local 
railway bridges.  When crossing roadways and railways the steel 
grating used on the elevated pathways is replaced with LVL 
planks as to prevent falling debris from users on the bridge.

The Golden Thread
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Shared Pedestrian Overpass

Pedestrian Overpass 

Pedestrian Overpasses Along the Golden 
Thread:

(This information is provided by The Town of Golden, and, The Atlas of 
Canada, Natural Resources Canada)
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It was important for the views from the pedestrian 
overpasses to allow the people using the Golden Thread to see 
for themselves the many different components that make up 
the town and how they interact with each other.  With this 
intent in mind, many of the views include the interactions of 
the railways and the highways with their subsequent components 
of industry and services.  These views will enable the people 
to see all the spaces between the structures of the town and 
begin to recognize the hydrology and ecology of the many 
different environments around the town.  As spaces such as 
the lumber mill, rail yard, airport and wastewater treatment 
plant disallow pedestrian on their grounds for obvious reason, 
these overpasses allow the people of the town to view these 
large necessary components of town from different perspectives 
allowing them, for the first time, visual access to these 
places.  The overpasses above the highways are located over 
all three entrances/exits from the town and therefore act to 
introduce the thread visually to anyone entering the community.  
The importance of these overpasses to attract and convey 
themselves as inviting and significant to people in their vehicles 
will benefit the popularity of the Golden Thread greatly. 

Contrasting the overpasses and their encompassing views, the 
Significant Ecological Settings do not include lookouts of any 
sort as to allow the people in these spaces to fully enjoy the 
intricacies of hydrology and ecology of these spaces at a more 
intimate and appropriate scale.

The Golden Thread
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Pedestrian Overpass Concept
Trans-Canada Highway

Pedestrian Overpass Concept
Highway 95 South
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Stitching the Thread:
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(This information is provided by The Town of Golden, and, The Atlas of 
Canada, Natural Resources Canada)
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Stitching the thread began as a response to the issue of 
design at each of the six Significant Ecological Settings.  After 
trying to design and plan each setting unique unto itself I 
began to realize that the route of the thread was already 
portraying each setting with a unique character.  The focus 
was now to emphasise the unique character of each setting 
along the thread itself.  This is where the idea to mark the 
thread in measured segments was accentuated.  The segments 
of the thread are arranged primarily in 200 meter intervals 
while amidst the Significant Ecological Settings and 400 meter 
intervals along the rest of the Golden Thread.  Where each 
of these segments are 'stitched' together exists spaces to 
rest, enjoy the view, gather and dream.  Marking the Thread 
in this fashion arranges the places of rest in settings with 
characteristics pure to the town of Golden as a whole.  The 
Stitches along the thread tie the pathway together with every 
setting along its route.

The Golden Thread
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Designing the Significant Ecological Settings

Each one of the six Significant Ecological Settings demands 
a uniqueness of itself, which necessitates finding inspiration 
for their design from each one of their unique environmental 
characteristics.  Yet because all of these sites exist along 
the Golden Thread, they will still need to be able to relate 
with each other and the intentions of the Thread.  With these 
intentions in mind the designs of the six Significant Ecological 
Settings are described in the following pages. 

Designing the Significant Ecological Settings
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North Marsh Panorama

North Marsh Concept Rendering
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The North Marsh

Designing the Significant Ecological Settings
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NM

500m 1000m 1500m

Section NM

North Marsh Plan
(Information provided by the Town of Golden)

NNNNNNNN



97

Tra
n
s-
C
a
n
a
d
a
 
H
w
y

M
o
n
ta
n
e 
S
p
ru
ce
 

Fo
rest

B
ea
ver 

P
o
n
d

M
a
rsh

G
o
ld
en
 
Th
rea

d

The proximity of the North Marsh to the Trans-Canada 
Highway lends the space to focus its design intentions to the 
people using the highway.  The Golden Thread meanders behind 
many of the restaurants and gas stations along the highway 
with the purpose of enabling easy access by the people using 
these services and attracting them to explore.  The travellers 
entering Golden from the east will initially become aware of 
the pedestrian network of the Thread as they pass under the 
threaded overpasses while driving on the highway.  With the 
location of the North Marsh beside the Trans-Canada Highway 
and at the north end of the town, the people entering Golden 
from the north will be able to view any interventions in the 
North Marsh as they drive by.  This proximity to the highway 
may discourage people to visit the North Marsh but with the 
appropriate design intentions this will be limited.  The primary 
design intention for the North Marsh is the incorporation of an 
elevated pathway through the Marsh with elevated picnic areas 
for large and small groups to occupy.  Whether the people 
visiting the site have packed lunches to picnic in the Marsh 
or pick up food from the restaurants on the highway, the 
North Marsh is there for them to stretch their legs, immerse 
themselves in the marsh environment and take a break from 
their travels.  As the North Marsh acts to attract people off 
the highway and onto the Golden Thread, the site will eventually 
encourage further exploration and understanding of the Golden 
Thread and the town of Golden.

In
terio

r 
D
o
u
g
la
s

Fir 
Fo
rest

Designing the Significant Ecological Settings



98

Existing Entrance to the Creek Ravine

Creek Ravine Rendering
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The Creek Ravine

Designing the Significant Ecological Settings
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Creek Ravine Plan
(Information provided by the Town of Golden)
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The proximity of the Creek Ravine, much like the North 
Marsh, is right next to the Trans-Canada Highway.  This 
proximity enables and encourages people using the highway to 
visit these spaces.  As the Creek Ravine is relatively hidden 
from people using the highway, the Golden Thread that passes 
behind many of the businesses on the highway will act to 
attract these people.  The visitors that choose to explore the 
northern most highway overpass will find that this overpass 
follows the flow of the creek in the ravine over the highway.  
Where this overpass touches down on the east and west of 
the highway it follows the flow of the creek.  The design 
intention of the Golden Thread in the Creek Ravine is to allow 
the visitors of this place to feel a sense of isolation and 
exploration.  The ravine is in a state of constant change as the 
mountain runoff in the spring is powerful enough to transform 
the state of the creek seasonally.  The Thread in the Ravine 
will therefore take advantage of elevated pathways and asphalt 
where feasible.  
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West Swamp Panorama

West Swamp Concept Rendering
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The West Swamp

Designing the Significant Ecological Settings
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500m 1000m 1500m

WS

Section WS

West Swamp Plan
(Information provided by the Town of Golden)
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The out of the way, degraded yet sensitive, the nature of 
the West Swamp complicates the possible futures of this setting.  
When questioning what the West Swamp could become it seems 
appropriate to limit further degradation of the site and plan for 
ecological restoration.  The foremost issue that needs to be 
corrected at this site is to stop outright access by motorized 
vehicles.  These vehicles have caused havoc on the ecology of 
the West Swamp through massive soil degradation.  The route 
of the Golden Thread though this site takes advantage of an 
existing motorbike track and elevated pathways crossing over 
the sensitive riparian areas of the site.  By allowing people to 
walk through the West Swamp they will soon realize the beauty 
of this space and what has been destroyed.  The northeast 
corner of the North Marsh is the least degraded; here people 
will be able to see the beauty of the Swamp when it is not 
being constantly degraded.  Other pathways on this site include 
gravel pathway following the old dirt-bike track where people will 
be able to ride their bikes and walk over the previous jumps 
and bumps in a playful and less destructive manner.  These 
gravel paths also act as shortcuts along the Golden Thread.
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South Wetlands Panorama

South Wetlands Rendering
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The South Wetlands

Designing the Significant Ecological Settings
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SW

500m 1000m 1500m

Section SW

South Wetlands Plan
(Information provided by the Town of Golden)
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The South Wetlands represents the truly forgotten spaces 
of Golden.  Bordered by the Canadian Pacific Rail Yard to 
the northeast and Golden's waste water treatment plant to the 
north, the site is virtually cut off from the rest of the town.  
Designing for access around the waste water treatment plant, 
the Golden Thread makes its way through an old abandoned 
lumber mill filled with layers of graffiti art.  The Thread then 
introduces the visitors to the wetlands with elevated pathways.  
To limit extensive pathways through the pristine wetlands the 
breadth of the Thread at this site follows along the edge of the 
rail yards taking advantage of the raised elevation of the rail 
yard.  Introducing people to the South Wetlands will allow them 
the understanding that the town of Golden exists amongst one 
of the largest intact wetlands in North America that harbours 
unparalleled regional diversity.  The design intentions of Golden 
Thread in the South Wetlands are to introduce and inform the 
people using the Thread of the importance of these wetlands to 
the existence of the town.
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River Canyon Panoramo

River Canyon Concept Rendering
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The River Canyon

Designing the Significant Ecological Settings
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River Canyon Plan
(Information provided by the Town of Golden)
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The excitement of the River Canyon is amplified by bringing 
visitors using the thread to elevated height above the Kicking 
Horse River and allowing them a whole new stimulating 
perspective.  On the South bank of the Kicking Horse River 
there are two lookouts.  One of the south bank lookouts faces 
the east with views down the River and into the heart of 
Golden.  The lookout to the west allows the people of Golden 
views east, up the canyon which was not previously viewable 
because of the lack of access.  This lookout also bridges 
visually to the north bank of the Kicking Horse where another 
lookout is located.  This lookout on the north bank connects 
to a small path where people entering Golden in their vehicles 
from the east will be encouraged to pull over for a short walk 
and great views of the canyon.  From here the visitors will 
see the lookout across the canyon and be enticed to explore 
Golden further via the Golden Thread.  By attracting people off 
the Trans-Canada Highway to the River Canyon they will be 
required to pass through and beside most of the amenities that 
Golden has to offer.  Most of the paths in the River Canyon 
area are elevated as to limit the disturbance on the steep 
banks.
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River Confluence Panorama

River Confluence Concept Rendering
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The River Confluence

Designing the Significant Ecological Settings
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500m 1000m 1500m
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Section RC

River Confluence Plan 
(Information provided by the Town of Golden)
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The Golden Thread takes the people of Golden to a place 
they have never been able to access before while visiting 
the River Confluence.  Bridging the Columbia River, the 
Golden Thread elevates its visitors and guides them above 
the steep west bank of the river where they will be able to 
take advantage of unequaled views of the Kicking Horse River 
merging with the Columbia River.  The west bank of the 
Columbia was not previously accessible to the people of the 
town without having to cross a tight one lane vehicle bridge at 
the northwest of town.  Opening the west bank of the Columbia 
River to the people adds an exciting and unexplored region 
for the people using the Thread to enjoy.  The east bank of 
the Columbia, in this area defined as the River Confluence, is 
where the people of Golden have come to picnic and play on 
the small beach along the river for many years. 
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Detailing the design of the Golden Thread through the 
River Confluence began with defining the route of the Thread 
through the site.  Using existing pathways whenever possible 
the Thread on this site introduces the users of pathways to all 
of the site's intricacies without overwhelming the nature of any 
of these spaces.  A good example of this is depicted in the 
'Confluence Park Beach Rendering' on the next page where the 
path and Stitches along the thread aim to enhance to viewer's 
experience of the existing landscape.  The pedestrian bridge 
across the Columbia River has been strategically placed to bring 
people through the forest on the east bank before enjoying 
the views of the bridge and crossing the river.  The pedestrian 
bridge is placed well enough away from the existing beach and 
views from any roadway as to allow the people who explore the 
Thread to find the pedestrian access across the river.  Once 
on the west bank of the Columbia, visitors meander elevated 
above the river weaving in and out of panoramic views of the 
Kicking Horse and Columbia confluence.  The 'West Bank Stitch 
Rendering' on the next page gives a beautiful depiction of what 
these views of the River Confluence will look like.  Together the 
intents of the Thread and the Stitches at the River Confluence 
is to transparently provide holistic views of the significant 
ecologies in this uniquely spectacular setting.

Detailing The River Confluence

Detailed Plan of the River Confluence
(Information provided by the Town of 
Golden)

Detailing The River Confluence
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West Bank Stitch Rendering

River Confluence Beach Rendering
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Stitch Concept Forms

Detail Rendering of a Stitch
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The Stitch in many different settings will take many 
different influences.  The Stitches at the River Confluence are 
influenced in form by the qualities of elevation at each site.  
The materials of the Stitch are alternatively influenced by the 
surrounding forest.  At the River Confluence the Stitches are 
designed to be used for sitting down on the edges and resting 
or lying down along a comfortable curve to daydream or read 
a book.  Some of these Stitches are designed to comfort the 
viewer while they enjoy spectacular views previously unreachable.  
Other Stitches like 'River Confluence Forest Stitch' shown on 
the next page bring people off the Thread and into the forest 
where they can relax and enjoy the shade in a more intimate 
setting.  With different elements influencing their characteristics 
all the Stitches will keep their intentions towards providing the 
visitors of the Thread with setting to rest, enjoy views, gather 
with friends, and dream.

Detailing The River Confluence
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River Confluence Forest Stitch



125Detailing The River Confluence



126



127

Golden Conclusion

The Golden Thread acts to bind the town together much like 
the Canadian Pacific Railway has bound Canada.  Threading the 
town together with significant ecological settings via a network 
of pathways designed for active transportation will serve the 
future of Golden in many different ways.  By not hiding away 
the industries in Golden, and by inviting the people of Golden 
to explore the diverse ecology around the town, the Golden 
Thread will comprise for the town a strategy to introduce long 
term residents and visitors alike to the power and presence of 
a Golden opening its heartbeat to the world.  The recognition 
and protection of the six unique ecological settings and their 
appropriate presentation will ensure that the town of Golden will 
forever in the future be an attractive setting amidst the many 
spectacular National Parks of Canada.  Planning for a future 
recognizing the important location of Golden in the country and 
the diverse and valuable surrounding environment in Golden will 
ensure the beauty of the town and the region is respected for 
generations to come.  

Golden Conclusion
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