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I NTRODUCTI ON

The selllemenls of Winkler and Morden (bolh aboul 3,200

populalion) are unique in thal lhey are Iocaled only seven rniles from

each olher. Both cenbres are, however, prospering econonnically.

As service cenlres, lhese bowns depend, lo a large degree, on lhe

agriculLural hinLeri-and thay they serve. The silualion raises queslions

as lo why lhis is occurring and what possibì,e irnplicalions il rnay have

for fulure developmenl. The answers lo lhe posed ques lions may be

found in lhe s lruclure or characler of the towns, Lheir relabionship

Lo lhe hinlerland and lheir relaLionship to each olher.

I t is the hypolhesis of lhis lhes is lhal lhe communities of

Morden and Winkler are so inlerrelaled as lo forrn a syslem. The

proximity of lhe lwo towns suggesls lhal a slrong cornrrìunicalion

link exisLs belween lhem and lhat bobh cornmunilies may be serving

identical hinlerlands . Allhough each pos s es s lhe bas ic elemenbs

characleristic of self-sufficienL cornrnuniLies, iL rnay be LhaL each

cenlre specializes in some aclivilies which are desired by the

olher centre as we 11 as iLs hinlerl-and. I t is this funcLional

difference which lies lhe two communities and their hinlerlands

lo form one inlerdependenl s ys lern.



z

Based upon lhe premise lhal lhe Lwo lowns are rnulually

inlerdependenl and serve a s imilar hinlerland, il seerns only nalural

lhal any fulure developmenb in one cornmunily cannol be carried oul

wifhoul considering lhe effecl on lhe other. In order Lo oplirnize Lhe

fulure developrnenl of each comrnunity, bhey musl be considered

simullaneously. The fulure growth of Lhe lwo communilies musl be

predicted. Frorn populalion projections il is possible lo eslimale

the fuLure space requiremenls of land use aclivilies " Il wiII lhen

be necessary lo allocale bhe appropriaLe aclivilies lo each comrnunily

based Llpon Lheir specialized funclions.

The significance of a planning proposal based on an area

including rnore lhan one cornmunity lies in lhe facL LhaL Lhe communilies

within bhe syslern wil-I be beller off performing those funclions which

each can do besb, rather lhan cornpeting for the altainrnenl of all

aclivilies. Herein may lie lhe solr-riion lo rnany a comrnunily in rural

Maniloba.
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CHAPTER

SALIENT ASPECTS OI- MORDEN AND WINKLER

The cornmunilies of Morden and winkler are Iocaled aboul B0

miles soulhwesl of

Boundary. (Map i)

Lo become whal lheY are LodaY

and Winkter will be deall wilh

the ciLy of Winnipeg near lhe Canada-Uniled Slates

. Both Lowns are characlerislic of service t"'''Ltt" ' 
I

Irnpo rEarrL his Lorical evenls have influenced and s haped Lhe comrnunilies

developrnenl of \4ordenThe his lorical

in a combined rnanner in order to sLress

the dependenl nalure of lheir exislence. The chapler wiI] conclude wilh

an accounl of res ullanL populalion s LrucLure and characler in each

cornmunity as il exisLs lodaY.

His lorical Sketch

In order lo rnore fully undersland lhe inLeracLions of Lhe present

lA. . counLry advances, a grealer proporlion of iLs populalion
becomes engaged in performing services instead of manufacluring or
produclion. Since rnany of lhe services are cenlralized, lheir personnel
are concenLraled in lowns which develop as service cenlres ' Towns find
lheir territorial basis as service cenlres by serving lhe rural popuJ-ation

as well as Lhe cornlTlunily. Arlhur E. Smailes, The Geography of Towns 
'

Huf chinson universily Library, London, 1965, p. ZB, 35, 36. Murphy
d.efines a Service Cenlre (Diversified ReEaiI Centre) as having grealer
employrnent in relailing lhan manufacluring, bul manufacburing is al
leasb 20 per cent of aggregale ernploymenl" R' E' Murphy, Ittg 4tlltti9"'
cify, McGraw HiIl, New York, 1966, p. i18. The 196l Dominion Bureau

of Statislics employmenl figures for Winkler and Morden fit this definilion'
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Source: Deparln'lent Resources, Surveys Branch.



5

economic and social slructures of lhe towns of Morden and Winkler,

a brief account of the pasl processes which have brought aboul lhese

condilions should be given.

The presenl i.ownsile of Morden was laid oul in 1883" It

was surveyed inlo Lhe regular gridiron paLbern wibh bhe pJ-an laking

shape along lhe norlh side of lhe railway righC of way" This new

Canadian Pacific branch line had bypassed Lhe nearby lowns of Nelson

and Mounlain City" As a resulL, business eslablishrnenls from lhese

Lwo lowns were rnoved lo Morden. Morden grew rapidly lhroughout

1884 and 1885.

Mosl of lhe lv{orden merchanls were Anglo-Saxons serving

lhe farmers of Lhe Pembina MounLain counlry as well as lhe newly

eslablished Mennonites Lo lhe souLheasl" By IBBB, Morden had

become the larges b agriculluïal supply and grain markeLing cenlre,

aside from Winnipeg" The town, allhough atlempling lhe establish-

menl of small induslries, rernained dependenl upon lhe agricullural

aTea which it served. During lhis tirne, oLher cenlres s u.ch as Plum

Coulee and Gretna also developed as a resull of lhe agricullural

selblement of Soulh Cenlral Maniloba"

The firs I indicalion lhal a Lrading cenLre was lo be built

belween Plum Coulee and Morden occurred in 1892. Allhough the
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Morden bus inessrnen were opposed lo the consLruclion of lhe railway

s iding , the new Lown s ile of Winkle r was es tablis hed s e verì m ile s

easL of Morden. There were good reasons for founding Winkler

at fhis location. In LB)2, over 700,000 bushels of wheaL had been

shipped from Morden, much of il supplied by lhe Mennonit "".2
The Mennoniles oflen considered lhemselves poorly lrealed by

\4orden bus inessrnen. Plum Coulee, localed farlher easl, was

somewhat removed from Lhe rnain agricullural setllemenl lo serve

as ari. allernaLe grain depol for farrners. The prospect of a new

service cenlre aLLracted Mennonites Lo l,Vinkler. Econornic factors

and elhnic differences delermined Lhe eslablishmenl of Winkler"

The growth of Winkler is an excellenl example of how a

new service centre can effecl Lhe lrade a:rea- of an eslablished Lown

Mordenrs lrading boom reached ils height in lBBB. The building of

lhe North Pacific Railway (now owned by lhe canadian Nalional

Railway) rz rniles to lhe north in LBBg curtailed },4orden's brading

in lhal direclion. Shorlly aflerward, Winkler cul off the lrade lo

Lhe soulheasl. Business became quiel in Morden from lhe effecls

?
John H. Warkenlin, "The Mennonile SeftIemenls of

soulhern Manitoba" (unpublis hed Ph" D. dis s erbarion, univers ity
of Toronlo, 1960), p. 274"
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of lhe reduced urnland.3 Morden bhen lurned to induslry and

wholesale in an aLlempl lo ensure the conlinued growlh of the

bown. A woolen rnill was erecled in 1893" Two purnp faclories

were es lablished in 1895. In I896, th'e Morden Marble and Granile

Works were founded. A Lannery and a carriage works were also sel

up in Morden. These induslries, however, could nob meel lhe

cornpetition of Winnipeg which had Lhe banking, lransporbalion

facilities and Lhe rnore cenlral Iocalion necess ary to run cornpelilive ,

well organized bus inesses.

Frorn 1900 until the early 40rs, Morden was in a slump.

Ifs populalion was ISZZ în 1901, but dropped sharply to Ìì.30 by

1911. Il rose sleadily af.l.er lhal until iL reached 1500 again in

the 40rs. Morden did m arrage lo survive, partly because its

slores were always supporled by the governrnenb employees who

were sbationed in Morden. Much of lhe aclivily in Morden was

pïeserved by the judicial and administralive funclions of lhe lown"

These supplied Morden wilh responsible cilizens and sorne social

3Th"re is no generally accepted lerrninotogy for conLigLlous
areas around a cenLre. The aTea in which lhe influence of a cornrnunily
is dominanl has been various Iy called lribulary area, markel area,
sphere of influence, hinlerland, umland, urban field and service area.
Here, Lhe single-feature regions wiII be termed lrade areas, and lhe
area of cily dorninance as a whole as Lhe cibyts umland. Spheres of
influence will be used in lhe rrlore general sense of including both
lhe cily's lrading area and ils umland.
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Further imporbance was broughl to Morden when a

Dorninion Governrnenl Experimenlal farm was localed lhere in

7914"

Winkler conlinued to prosper afLer 1900, mainly because

ils businessmen were exlremely competitive, Much of lhe corn-

pelilion was

i n 'Winkler.

due lo lhe sizable Jewish communily which sellled

The developrnenL of new service cenlres provided

opporlunilies for lhe Mennoniles, who were unlil then an agri-

cullurally or ienLed people , Lo becorne bus inessrnen" As a result

s ociely developed.a well balanced ruraf prairie

Winklerrs Lrade kepl on expanding aL Lhe expense of

Plum Coulee and to some exlenl, Morden. Winklerrs populalion

was srnall even though ils business volurne was greal" In 190 1,

it had 3 91

up to BJ.Z.

people, and 458 in 1911, but by I9ZI i|s population had shol

This sudden growlh was lhe resulL of a greaL increase in

lhe pr-rrchasing power of 'vVinklerrs umland accornpanying Lhe rise

in grain prices during the War years. Winkler also prospered

because Anglo-Saxon Morden merchanLs drove away rnuch MennoniLe

and Gerrnan trade during lhe war Af te r lhe Ì 9Z0t s , 'Winkle r als o

ernerged as the cultural cenlre for Lhe Mennoniles, wilh lhe establish:

menl of lhe Bibl-e School. During the 40rs , WinkJ.er eslablished a
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cannery. It built a large modern seed cleaning planl in 1955 and

a huge polalo warehouse in I956. These enlerprises kepL'Winkler welÌ

lo the fronl as a centre of a diversified agricullural area. Winkler

also had four Ìarge slores irr cornpelilion for the relail Lrade. Prices

were sìore cornpetilive in Winkler and people even carne from

Morden Lo shop in Winkler.

Morden began lo reasserL ilself as a service cenlre afLer

World WarII. In 1941, Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Area (PI'RA)

engineers creaLed a srnall Iake one and orìe-hatf miles soulhwesl of

Morden by conslrucling a dam across Dead Horse Creek. This darn

was enlarged in L952 to rneel the needed waler supply of Morden. In

addilion lo supplying Morden wiLh a source of domeslic and induslrial

waLer, this l-ake also provided lhe lown with a recrealional facilily.

These improvemenls revilalized lhe lown and nol only rural induslries

bul also new lrades-people rnoved in, and in I955, 3 J- oul of Bl businesses

in Morden were owned by Mennoniles.4

Thus both Morden and 'W'inkler eslablished lhernselves as

irnporlanL s ervice cenlres for the rural populabion of Soulh CenLral

ManiLoba. For example, by 1955 Winkler had a cannery, a crearnery,

poullry dres s ing planl ar¡d a dry cleaning es labLis hmenl. Morden als o

4
Warkenlin, Op. Cit., p. 403.
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acquired a carìnery and poLlllry plant. Both lowns were lhe only

ones in lhe area each having a hospital , a newspaper and a funeral

service"

Morden dominaled the recreaLionaL facilities wiLh ihe

construction of the lake, golf course, public park, rnovie lhealre

aad enclosed rink. Il gained the repubabion of a beauliful sibe and

a good place lo live. The major slreels were paved and curbed and

slreels were lined wilh lrees" In con|rasL, Winkler was a lreeless

lown wilh poor slreels due to lhe quicksand-Iike subsurface and

characleris tically high waler Lable of bhe s ile "

His torical influences , bo a large degree, delermined lhe

slreel pallern and lhe localion of lhe business area within the

lwo communilies. Because boLh Morden and Winkler developed as

a result of the introducLion of rail service in soulhern Maniboba,

they were surveyed on a gridiron palLern by Canadian Pacific

Railway (CPR) engineers, and consequenlly, lhe facl thal the main

business sLreet in CPR lowns generally ran parallel lo lhe rail line

was nol a mere accidenl. In LBÇZ, when Lhe plan for Winkler was

being laid oul, the co-prornoler of the project allempLed to have

included, a Lown square wilh space for rnarkel and recrealion facililies.

The CPR refused to allow this on lhe grounds thal al-l the business
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firms in Lown should be on lhe slreet facing the railway.

As Morden grew, Lhe business area al-ong Railway Avenue

becarne crowded. A fire which gulled a porlion of lhe business area

initialed Lhe relocalion of businesses to Slephen Sl., one block lo lhe

no¡Lh. The rnain road leading through Lown was localed anolher block

fo fhe norlh. Although lhe rnain highway did not aELracL bus iness

es lablis hmenls until rnuch laler , il did dele rm ine lhe direction of

growlh bhal ihe lown would take"

The lown site of Winkler was su.rveyed lo lhe south of lhe

railway line. Poor drainage norlh of lhe lracks prevenled any major

developmenL unlil recenlly. Winkler's bus iness dislricl was locaLed

along Soulh Railway Ave. Il aLso rnoved from lhe railway, but 30 years

laLer and for different reasons. With lhe improvernenLs of roads and

lruck service lo Winnipeg, bus inessrnen relied less on rail service

This change in lhe mode of lransporLaLion coupled wilh the general

delerioralion and fire iriazards in lhe old area, encouraged bus inesses

Lo move souLh along Main SlreeL, pe

W-inklerr s direcLion of developmenl

wesl"

rpendicular lo lhe railway line

occurred rnainly lo lhe soulh and
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The Town of Winkler

The populabion of Winkler was 1,33I in 1951. Winkler¡s

populalion increased by 90 per cenl belween l95l and i96l to 2,529.

Much of this change was due lo the annexalion of lhe soulhern exlention

of the bown. (see Map 2). lilinklerrs popularion increased by aboub

18 per cent from 196l to r97r. It now has 3,r24 peopre. of the total

change in popul-alion between 1951 and r97r, abour 66 per cenl was

accounLed for by nel in-migraLion; lhe remaining 34 per cent by

nafural increase. The male-female rario of rhe populaLior, is 46154

pe r cenl.

The ethnic cornposilion of the population of Lhe lown of

winkler indicates a dominance of German and Nelherland people,

mos I of whom are Mennoniles " (Table l)" of the tolal population

in 1961, almost 90 per cenl were of Gerrnan and Nebherland origin.

The remaining proportion of lhe populaLion was shared beLween

Brilish Isles, French and obher elhnic gïoups " Only aboul 3

per cent of 'r¡/inklerrs populalion was of Brilish origin"

5
Populabion characterisbics of Winkl-er were oblained frorn

lh. , compiled by lhe Deparlmenl of
Industry and comrnerce, DaLa oulput ParL lA, and. lhe Maniloba
HospiLal Cornmission ReporL, Populabion of Maniloba.



l3

TABLE

ETHNIC BACKGROUND OT- THE WTNKLER POPULATION - ]961

Tolal
Pop.

Bribis h

Isles
Per
Cenb

Per German &
Cenl Nelherland

Per
Olher Cenl

Per
CentFrench

2529 ?o 0. L 3266 89"6 rB0 7 "4

Source: Regional Analysis Program, Dala Oulpub ParL lA, p. 163.

The age-s ex s Lruclure of Winklerrs populaLion s hows a

relatively large number of children and young people wiLh fewer

people in the middle range and a subslanliaÌ nurnber of relired

persons (Figure 1). In 197I, 39" B p.r cenl of lhe Lolal populalion

fell belween lhe ages of 0- lÇ, 18.9 per cenl beLween the ages of

?.0-34, 23.5 per cenL were in the 35-64 age grou.p and 14.5 p.r cenl

cornprised lhal group over 65 years of age. Table LA indicaLes lhe

changing lrends which are occurring in lhe age slrucLure of lhe

t4
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AGE - SEX
\A/INKLER

PYFAMID
- 1971

AGE GROUP

70+

65 -69
6O-64

55 -59

50-54
45 -49

40-44

35-39
30 -34

25 -29

20-?4

15- 19

ro-14

5-9
o-4

fernale

root
Percenîcge

È
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population. The percentage of young people belween Lhe ages of

0;. iÇ remain.ed fairly stable over Lhe lasl 15 years" The percentage

decrease of people between the ages of Z0-64 is irnporLanl lo nole.

There is also a s ignificani percenlage increase of thal populalion

over 65 years of age. In all likelihood bhese lrends will probably

conlinue as young peopÌe lend bo leave lhe communily lo seek

opporlunities in larger cilies, and as the older people frorn lhe

surrounding area move inLo lhe comrnunily in anLicipaLion of rebirernent

TABLE 1 A

POPULATION OF \MINKLER BY SELECTED AGE.GROUPS 1956_T971

Source: Dominion Bureau of SlalisLics, Census of Canada.

Mosl of Winklerrs residential- growlh during Lhe late 40rs

occurred beLween lhe railway and lhe soubhern lown lirnits. Many

of the people lived wilhin several blocks of lhe Cenlral Business

Dis lrict (CBD) . Res idenlial expans ion Loward the wes I occurred

in a leap-f rog fas hion, leaving whole blocks unoccupied. This

phenornonon was mainly aLlribuled bo loL size and absenlee

Year Tobal 0- r9 To 20-34 To 35-64 Í, 65- To

r956
196 I
r966
r97 r

1634
?q?a

257 0
3 rz4

632 38" 6

r058 4r. B

977 38.0
rz4z 39. B

327 Z0 "0
407 16. I
420 16. 3
591 rB. g

468 28"7
707 ZB"O
735 28"6
834 26"7

207 Iz"7
357 14" r
438 17" l
454 14"6


