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Abstract
What is Wilderness? 
Examining wilderness sites throughout the city of Winnipeg, this practicum 
explores how the narratives and stories of a place affects the recognition of a 
landscape in relation to wilderness identity.

As definitions struggle to define the reality of the wilderness condition, it 
becomes clear that wilderness is not one type of landscape but a series of 
wilderness types. Theory is used to establish these types while delving into the 
identity of wilderness and its relationship to landscape architecture. These 
wilderness types are then analyzed through case study examples taken from 
various landscapes throughout the city of Winnipeg.

To further explore the relationship of wilderness identity and landscape 
architecture, the practicum results in the application of wilderness theory to 
the design of four campground sites within the area of Point Douglas. Each 
site was chosen for its wilderness characteristics which were then highlighted 
through design.
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Wilderness is Calling...
“Bridge”
Krista Goodman
July 20 2015.

Blue Stem Nature Park, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba.

“We need the tonic of wildness...At the same time that we 
are earnest to explore and learn all things, we require that all 
things be mysterious and unexplorable, that land and sea be 
indefinitely wild, unsurveyed and unfathomed by us because 
unfathomable. We can never have enough of nature.” 

-Henry David Thoreau, 
Walden: Or, Life in the 
Woods, Electronic Classic 
Series. 2013, p.248.
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The night was quiet and still as the company of 
colleagues gathered around the campfire. We had 
spent much of the morning and most of the week 
packed up in our cars, touring the less visited 
backcountry areas of the Prairie Provinces. On this 
night we sat and ate around the fire while the sky 
grew darker, sheltered under the safety and canopy 
of a forest of Lodgepole Pine. After dinner I took out 
my book of short stories; Prairie Murders: Mysteries, 
Crimes and Scandals[1], and began to read them out 
loud. There is something sensational about telling 
tales around a campfire. Although I am not as 
experienced in narration and exciting as it must have 
been to listen to practiced oral storytellers, I would 
like to think that as I read these stories they lured 
my listeners into the narrative. The stories described 
true accounts of criminals and murderers who had 
roamed through the places that we had been visiting 
throughout the Prairies. As I looked up from my 

book I could glimpse the reveries of my audience, the 
rapt attention of their open ears as flames danced 
across the glossy pupils of their unfocused eyes. As 
I finished, the benign forest of the day grew slightly 
more threatening as the night got later and the fire 
slowly calmed its initial rage into a dimly lit flicker. 
Images of a lone man, a murderer fleeing from the 
RCMP, haunted the surrounding forest as the camp 
fire smouldered, soon to be smothered out. We then 
turned towards the dark expanse of the trees and 
divided off in the directions of our tents in order to 
snuggle into the comfort of our blankets for the night. 
As I nestled down to sleep, I could hear the breathing 
of my tent mate, inhaling and exhaling at a slightly 
agitated rate. As the surroundings grew silent, she 
turned to me and whispered; “if you hear anything in 
the night, you wake me”. 

“Camping”
Krista Goodman
June 2014.

Cypress Hills, 
Saskatchewan.

Citations
[1] Peter B. Smith. Prairie Murders: Mysteries, Crimes and Scandals. First Heritage House Ed. (Heritage House 
Publishing Ltd: Toronto). 2009.
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Introduction

Citations
[2] Wild. Dictionary Reference. February 28 2016. Available at: <http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/wild>.

The 2014 Prairie Field Studies trip was not something that 
can be easily described through only one experience or even 
by a specific landscape, nor can it be defined by any one 
thing. The trip was a particular moment in time, combining 
the exploration of the prairie landscape with a specific group 
of companions, the literature that we read and most of all, 
the stories that we shared. The stories worked to inform the 
nuances of the landscape and to give it life. Having returned 
to this landscape a few times now, those past narratives 
inform the land and alters the way in which I view it. As a 
by-product, I have since grown to appreciate the subtleties 
of the prairie wilderness, knowing all too well the incredible 
forces of nature that act there and the heritage of the land. 
This trip was where I began to contemplate the complexities 
of wilderness identity in Canada. As I helped clear out 
the remains of a former homestead on land that is now 
considered to be a tall grass prairie nature preserve, I had 
to wonder, what makes this landscape a wilderness versus 
other similar lands that are not?

The word wilderness is generally used to describe a 
landscape that has the qualities of being wild. Wild is often 
described as unruly, untamed, uncivilized, barbarous and 
unrestrained[2]. These wild qualities applied to a landscape 

are largely inclusive of a variety of different wildernesses. 
At first glance the modern definition of wilderness seems to 
be an all-encompassing term, defining wilderness as;

-A wild and uncultivated region, as of forest or desert, 
uninhabited or inhabited only by wild animals; a tract 
of wasteland.
-A tract of land officially designated as such and 
protected by the U.S. government.
-Any desolate tract, as of open sea.
-A part of a garden set apart for plants growing with 
unchecked luxuriance.
-A bewildering mass or collection.
[Wilderness. Dictionary Reference. February 28 2016. Online. Available at: <http://dictionary.reference.com/
browse/wilderness>].

However, the wilderness landscape is more than just nature 
and the physical makeup of the land. Definitions lack 
the psychological aspects of wilderness, as there can be 
something apprehensive and sinister implied when using 
the term wilderness. Limiting the scope of the term to only 
physical geography, disenchants the wild place to which 
it represents. Early definitions of wilderness speak more 
to this implication. Avid environmentalist and professor of 
Environmental Studies at the University of California Santa 
Barbara, Roderick Nash explains the origin of the word 
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“Camping Sunset”
Krista Goodman
June 2014.
Moose Mountain, 
Saskatchewan.



7

Chapter 1 - W
ilderness  is calling...

wilderness as stemming from the word wil-doer or wil-
doer-ness meaning self-willed lands or place of self-willed 
animals[3]. This definition is a better representative of the 
actual phenomenon of wilderness, but does this description 
provide greater insights into the imagination of the 
landscapes to which we label as wilderness? Our value and 
worth of these types of landscape are tied to their meaning 
and the connections to which we derive from experience. 
Citations
[3] Roderick Nash. “Prologue”, Wilderness and the American Mind. (Yale University Press: New Haven, 1967.) 1.

Research Question
For the purpose of this practicum, I intend to explore how 
the narratives and stories of a place affects the recognition 
of a landscape in relation to wilderness identity.
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The wilderness within city is different than its larger remote 
ecologies. Operating towards the subdued spectrum of 
wilderness, urban wilderness landscapes are some of the 
most undervalued types of wilderness. Urban ecologist 
and architect, Paul Downton, describes urban wilderness 
as being seen as “the antithesis of wildness. Regimentation 
and regulation is second nature to city-making. The great 
adventure of civilization was all to do with making human 
settlement stay in one place”[4]. Although wilderness is 
less likely to occur within an urban environment, there are 
some places that forego maintenance and have become 
wild. As these kinds of landscapes do not fit within the 
normal definitions of wilderness, they have the most 
potential for the future design of wild landscapes. 

As the city of Winnipeg continues to expand and develop 
more green space, it is ever more important for the 
subject of wilderness to be explored. The mapping of 

urban wilderness areas is indicative of the way in which 
the city plans the urban environment. Most types of 
urban wilderness spaces are inconspicuous and often 
go unnoticed. On maps, wilderness areas are left blank 
unless officially designated as a preserved wilderness and 
or places of ecological interest. Landscape architect Anna 
Jorgensen echoes this as she describes the mapping of 
the places of “abandoned and derelict sites are frequently 
shown as empty space on maps and plans, so many of 
the less salubrious activities that take place in them are 
overlooked”[5]. As the world becomes increasingly urban, 
these types of spaces become ever more important due to 
their proximity and the potential for interaction with the 
average urban dweller. 

Urban wilderness has the potential to allow the urban 
dweller to interact within a wilderness space on a 
daily basis, and therefore increase their familiarity and 

Citations
[4] Paul Downton. “Urban Nature: Born to be Wild, Sort Of“, Sustainable Cities Collective. (September 25th 2014). 
Available at: <http://www.sustainablecitiescollective.com/nature-cities/436926/born-be-wild-sort>. Accessed May 
8th 2016. 

Citations
[5] Anna Jorgensen. “Introduction”, Urban Wildscapes ed. Anna Jorgensen and Richard Keenan. (New York: Routledge. 
2012) 8.

Justification for the Research
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[6] Doron. “Dead Zones, Outdoor Rooms and the Architecture of Transgression”, Loose Space. ed. K Franck and Q. 
Stevens. (London: Routledge, 2007) and Schneekloth. “Unruly and Robust: An Abandoned Industrial River”, Loose 
Space. ed. K Franck and Q. Stevens. (London: Routledge, 2007) as cited in Anna Jorgensen. “Introduction”, Urban 
Wildscapes ed. Anna Jorgensen and Richard Keenan. (New York: Routledge. 2012) 8.

appreciation for these types of wild spaces. Further 
discussed by Anna Jorgensen, “for some people, being 
in a space in which there is a complete absence of 
surveillance, regulation and frequently, other people, is 
a highly psychologically liberating experience in which 

the individual is free to be whatever they want to be”[6]. 
I believe that once these spaces are explored for their 
physical characteristics and psychological qualities, we 
can expose the importance of the landscapes that are 
currently undervalued and ill-used by the city of Winnipeg. 

“Canoeing”
Krista Goodman
May 2015.
Unorganized Kenora, 
Ontario.
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As I began my studies of the subject of wilderness, I 
developed a classification scheme of wilderness as a 
part of a literature review. This classification of types 
establishes many varying types of wilderness that occurs 
between self-willed lands and submissive lands. This 
broad range of wilderness types was then narrowed 
down to solely encompass wilderness types that occur 
within the boundaries of urban environment. This 
classification scheme addresses the various types and 
archetypes of wilderness encompassing both physical 
and psychological aspects of the wild. By doing so, I 
begin to define, understand and cultivate new knowledge 
regarding the characteristics, composition and underlying 
issues surrounding urban wilderness. Additionally, the 
classification scheme helps the description of urban 
wilderness, both as a spatial and a psychological condition, 
enabling us to distill the essence of what wilderness 
potentially means. 

The classification scheme of a typology is defined as 
being the “systematic study of types”[7]. Thus a typology 
of the term wilderness establishes a continuum of wild 
landscapes within an urban condition and enables the 

Methodology
development of a “more comprehensive catalogue of 
phenomena such as site conditions, forms, or concepts, 
the principles or performances that underlie the 
phenomena”[8]. Each of the typological wilderness types 
addressed the physical composition of the landscape. They 
are judged by the “particular nature characteristics of the 
landscape, as in, how it is physically formed and how it has 
been influenced”[9]. This includes trees, shrubs, grasses, 
rocks, soil, water, animals, presence of humans, disturbed 
land and undisturbed land… [and all other] …factors in 
determining the physical composition of the landscape”[10]. 

In comparison with typology, archetypes will supplement 
these types, exploring the psychological understanding 
of wilderness. As described by Carl Jung, archetypal 
meanings are derived from “the images, patterns and 
symbols that rise out of the collective unconscious and 
appear in dreams, mythology, and fairytales”[11]. This 
is echoed by the words of Mike Brill, who describes the 
archetypal approach to the understanding of a landscape 
is “a reverberation of that particular place experience with 
something already in us, like a template in the mind of 
form and meaning bound together – an archetype. These 

Citations
[7] M. Elen Deming and Simon Swaffield. Landscape Architecture Research: Inquiry, Strategy, Design. (Hoboken, New 
Jersey: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2011) 133.

Citations
[8] Ibid.
[9] Krista Goodman. “There is a New Wild Everywhere”. LARC 7300: Landscape Topics. University of Manitoba. (2015) 
15.
[10] Ibid. 
[11] Archetype. Dictionary.com, “The American Heritage New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy”, Third Edition. (Houghton 
Mifflin Company, 2005). Available at: <http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/archetype>. Accessed February 25th 
2015.
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“Cooking”
Krista Goodman
May 2015.
Unorganized Kenora, 
Ontario.
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archetypal meanings are about places. In conveying these 
meanings, the physical forms of these places may act 
as a “natural language, natural for it is one that we are 
born knowing”[12]. Within this document an archetypal 
understanding of wilderness ensues when the conditions 
of an environment are understood as wild. This wild 
sensation relates to either “the individual or collective as 
having caused a loss of control to society and creating a 
disruption, unpredictable in nature and uncontrollable 
in outcome”[13]. These archetypes are judged according 
to “how they are perceived by an individual rather than 
their nature characteristics and composition”[14]. This 
explores sites through “sight, sound, smell, touch and feel 
of a landscape… [and any other] …qualities that influence 
the human ability to judge whether or not a landscape 
is wild”[15]. As experience is a singular activity, one that 
each individual experiences differently, wilderness for 
one person may not be wilderness for another. The 
archetype of wilderness establishes common occurrences 
of wilderness experience through both literature and 
personal experience.

Urban Wilderness types in Winnipeg occur within 
two categories; typological wilderness, defined by its 
nature characteristics and qualities, and archetypal 
wilderness, defined by its innate emotional and physical 
interrelationship. Subsequently, these categories are 
further divided to define the varying qualities that each 
category has. For each of the categories and sub-categories 
a site was chosen to be studied through a case study. Each 
site is chosen based off of its physical and psychological 
appropriateness to the overall type or archetype of 
wilderness. Each case study introduces the type or 
archetype of wilderness and explores its background, 
history, context and physical relationships in order to gain 
further understanding of that particular space. 

Citations
[12] Mike Brill. “Archetypes as Natural Language for Place Making”, Ordering Space: Types in Architecture and Design. 
Karen A. Franck and Lynda H. Schneekloth ed., (New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold, 1994) 61.
[13] Krista Goodman. LARC 7300: Landscape Topics. 32.
[14] Ibid.
[15] Ibid.

The following document explores various wilderness 
concepts, describing the evolution of wilderness through 
its connections with imagination. The concepts of 
wilderness are then further explored through the influence 

Outline of Document
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“Sunset”
Krista Goodman
June 2014.
Saskatchewan Landing, 
Saskatchewan.
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The purpose to this research is to explore the possibility 
of wilderness identity and the landscapes to which the 
term is associated. This research is important to landscape 
architecture as it could alter the way through with we 
choose to engage and design wild landscapes. I believe 
that the identity of wilderness is limited by its associated 
imagery and meaning. Exploring a more imaginative 
identity of wilderness can, in turn, change the way in 
which spaces are perceived and used. The classification 
scheme enables a thorough exploration of wilderness 
and establishes different types for the characteristics 
and phenomena of wilderness. These characteristics and 
phenomena can then be used as a way of informing design. 

Conclusion
of the rise in wilderness literature and their effects on 
the preservation of wilderness spaces. The practice of 
wilderness preservation is then discussed for its subsequent 
influence on what are now modern wilderness concepts. 
After the development of a typological and archetypal 
classification of wilderness types, a range of wilderness 
types are discussed and explored through examples 
provided in a case study. The types established through this 
case study are further explored within a chosen area of the 
city of Winnipeg. This area is explored through its physical 
and archetypal meanings, culminating in the selection of 
wilderness sites through which a design project engages 
the notions of the development of wilderness identity.

“Resting Waters”
Krista Goodman
May 2015.
Unorganized Kenora, 
Ontario.
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Definitions
For the purpose of this document, important terms are used and defined as follows:

Simulated Wilderness
is the active pursuit of humans to return a landscape to a 
formerly wild and natural state through design.

Returned Wilderness
is the passive process of abandoning a landscape to be 
regained by the surrounding nature to achieve a new 
wilderness state.

Wilderness of the Dark
ensues when an individual interprets a landscape as 
being wild and unpredictable that would otherwise be 
interpreted differently had there been light.

Wilderness of Absence
is the interpretation of wilderness, in relation to a void in 
perceptions, upsetting our preconceived notions of that 
particular space.

Wilderness of Violence
is a space that has been stigmatized after a violent event 
and has since created disruption, chaos and fear of that 
particular space.

Wild
is a person, place and or object that possesses the 
characteristics of the wild. These characteristics are 
described as being unruly, unpredictable, bewildering and 
uninhibited - in other words, out of the control of humans. 

Wilderness
is a place, space and or landscape that imbues the 
characteristics of the wild. I have further defined 
wilderness as ensuing when the conditions of an 
environment are understood as wild, as it relates to the 
individual or collective, creating an uncontrolled outcome. 

Identity
is the perception of a space, object, or person through 
which it is associated by an individual and or collective by a 
set of words, imagery and meanings.  

Sustained Wilderness
is land that is left untouched, preserved as the result of 
its own natural processes and remains so within its given 
boundaries. 



“Ferngully”
Krista Goodman
May 17 2015.
Unorganized Kenora, 
Ontario.

Wilderness Concepts
“The clearest way into the universe is 
through a forest wilderness.”

-John Muir. 
John of the Mountains: The Unpublished Journals of John 
Muir, (1938), 313. As cited by The Sierra Club, “Quotations 
from John Muir”. Available at: <http://vault.sierraclub.org/
john_muir_exhibit/writings/favorite_quotations.aspx>.
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Once upon a time... 

Wilderness was not just one 
particular place, it was everywhere.

The nights were hot, the air sweet, and the howl of 
coyotes lingered on the wind. I lay in a tent, wrapped 
up in a sleeping bag, listening to the far off chatter 
of the pack as I drift off to sleep. The sounds are 
a comfort, as I have heard them countless times 
throughout my life. The bittersweet outcry of the 
canines assures that I am not alone. The notes 
linger, calling my imagination into the wild. The 
wild is a place where I am most provoked by my 
surroundings, imbuing it with ideas and introspects, 
making it come alive. Imagination is an important 
part in how I chose to dwell within the world and 
is, as I believe, inseparable from the way in which I 
perceive the world. 

When I was small, the landscape of the wild offered 
something more than just the physical characteristics 
of a space. A small bosque of trees was transformed 
into a vast forest, and an overgrown lawn became 
a savannah ready for a safari. Our imagination is 
tied to our understanding of landscape and is the 
root of what I interpret as wild. As I grew older, I 
perceived the trees as smaller and the unkempt grass 
became a nuisance. Through “growing up” we have 
disenchanted ourselves, losing the imagination that 
made the forest and the meadow wild.
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The transformation of the human mind is the subject of 
the work of Morris Berman in which he attributes the 
disenchantment of the world with nature as the result 
of the scientific revolution. Through scientific reasoning, 
people began to think and approach life differently. 
Rational thought was highly valued and brought skepticism 
towards the unexplainable. Berman describes the modern 
epoch of the mind as “one of progressive disenchantment. 
From the sixteenth century on, the mind has been 
progressively expunged from the phenomenal world”[1]. 
Humans were no longer scared of the wild. The mystical 
and mysterious powers that lay in the unexplainable 
were gone, as there was less room for imaginative 
interpretations. Scientific thought has changed the way in 
which we associate with our environment and the ways 
in which we find meaning. We have become “alienated 
observers”[2]. We distance ourselves as we explore, examine 
and measure the world. Berman describes this relationship 
as having “no ecstatic merger with nature, but rather total 
separation from it. Subject and object are always seen in 
opposition to each other. I am not my experiences, and thus 
not really a part of the world around me“[3]. This separation 

Citations
[1] Morris Berman. “Introduction: The Modern Landscape”, The Reenchantment of the World. (Cornell University 
Press: Ithaca, 1981) 16.
[2] Ibid.
[3] Ibid., 17.

has become an issue in relation to wilderness identity, as 
we distance ourselves from our environment. Through the 
scientific branches of conservation biology and ecology, 
we evaluate wilderness landscapes and determine the 
ecological value through human contact. Any wilderness 
landscape that shows evidence of human disturbance is 
greatly devalued. The presence of humans is viewed as 
disruptive of natural processes and taints the landscape 
as if people are not a part of it. Strange that it is the 
presence of humans that both give and take away meaning 
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from wilderness. I believe that through the process of 
evaluation, wilderness identity has become disconnected, 
disenchanted and increasingly disassociated with the 
qualities that truly make a landscape wild. It is time to 
reconnect ourselves with the imagination of the wild.

     ***
Long before scientific thought, the wild was the 
inspiration and setting for many stories that have 
been told. The stories described monsters, murderers, 
robbers, wild beasts and mystical creatures that lived 
within the depths of the most unruly places of the world. 
Imagination was not just a part of storytelling but the 
way through which people often defined their whole 
universe. Berman describes a time when a person felt 
the whole cosmos was “a place of belonging. A member 
of this cosmos was not an alienated observer of it but a 
direct participant in its drama. His [sic] personal destiny 
was bound up with its destiny, and this relationship 
gave meaning to his [sic] life. This type of consciousness-
what I shall refer to in this book as “participating 
consciousness” involves merger, or identification, with 
one’s surroundings, and bespeaks a psychic wholeness 
Citations
[4] Ibid., 16.

that has long since passed from the scene”[4]. Storytelling 
involves a deep connection to the stories that are told. The 
stories imply an understanding of the surrounding universe 
and bond people together with wilderness. The relationship 
of humans and the wild, is in return, shaped by the stories 
that are told. Through these stories we can begin to 
achieve a greater understanding of wilderness.

Wilderness within stories is depicted as either a highly 
favorable place or one that is unforgiving. There were 
many myths and stories that taught about the dangers 
of the wild. For German Folklore at the beginning of the 
19th century, the danger of wilderness was no better 
embodied than in the Black Forest. This particular forest 
was thick, dark and often a place for criminals to hide. The 
Grimm Brothers took inspiration from the Black Forest 
and embedded its qualities within their story. They wrote 
about a poor servant-girl that “was once traveling with the 
family she served through a great forest, and when they 
were in the midst of it, robbers came out of the thicket, 
and murdered all they found. All perished together except 
the girl, who had jumped out of the carriage in a fright, 
and hidden herself behind a tree”[5]. The forest was not 
Citations
[5] Brothers Grimm. “Old Woman in the Wood”, Grimm’s Complete Fairy Tales. (Barnes & Noble: New York. 2008.) 264.
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just believed to be frequented by murders and thieves, but 
witches and monsters too. In the classic story of Hansel 
and Gretel, a witch lures and captures the children who 
have been abandoned and lost within the forest[6]. This 
imaginative speculation of the forest was not a singular 
occurrence of the German Folklore but conducive to many 
European cultures. As stated by Roderick Nash, “the 
Europeans knew the uninhabited forest as an important 
part of their folklore and mythology. Its dark, mysterious 
qualities made it a setting in which the prescientific 
imagination could place a swarm of demons and 
spirits”[7]. 

The frightening qualities of the forest were reflected in 
Asian cultures as well. The Aokigahara forest at the base 
of Mount Fuji was once known as a place of Ubasute. 
The name Ubasute meaning abandoning an old woman, 
describes the tale of a son who takes his mother to a 
mountainside to be left to die of exposure. But, while 
walking through the forest the mother breaks branches 
to clear a path in order for the son to be able to find his 
way out of the forest. This heartfelt deed then spares the 
elderly woman from being left in the wild. Whether this 

Citations
[6] Grimms Brothers. “Hansel and Gretel”, Grimm’s Complete Fairy Tales. (Barnes & Noble: New York. 2008) 104-105.
[7] Roderick Nash. Wilderness and the American Mind. (Connecticut: Yale University Press, 1967.) 8.
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tradition was actually practiced throughout Japan remains 
unclear[8]. However, the story had a great effect on the 
communities and culture of Japan in a couple of ways. 
The story was used as a way to teach the young to have 
respect of elders, who show great care in the upbringing of 
children and who deserve great care in return. This ensured 
the respect and stature of the elderly by their family 
members. For the forest itself, the stories of Ubsute had the 
opposite effect. The particular forests where the legends 
were said to have taken place were regarded as frightening 

as they were believed to have the spirits of the deceased 
trapped within their forests. These forests remain as places 
of caution long after the practice of Ubsute has been 
discontinued. The legends of these forests are perpetuated, 
passed on from generation to generation, continuing the 
forests’ reputation for the future.

The perpetuation of stories between generations is 
prevalent in many cultures. In Canada there is no better 
example than the oral storytelling traditions of the various 

Citations
[8] Thomas Shomaker. “Japan’s Haunted Forest”, Huffington Post Travel. (April 2 2012). Available at: <http://www.
huffingtonpost.com/thomas-shomaker/japans-haunted-forest_b_1395697.html>
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aboriginal peoples. Storytelling is used as a method of 
teaching “about cultural beliefs, values, customs, rituals, 
history, practices, relationships, and ways of life”[9]. 
Through this tradition the aboriginal perspective of 
wilderness was defined. The vast lands were well known 
by the aboriginals and the curiosities of their environment 
the subject of many of their oral stories. These legends 
were eventually passed on to the colonizers flooding onto 
the land. To the colonizers, the mysterious land was filled 
with new forests, mountains and deserts with species 
and animals that were never seen before. Many fears 
were brought on by their stories. Settlers heard tales of 
tales of ghostly canoes floating through the mist strewn 
lakes of Quebec, fairies that haunted the eastern coast of 
Newfoundland, great sea monsters swimming through 
the west coast waters and the terrifyingly large big-footed 
monsters that rampaged throughout the mountains of 
British Colombia. Throughout the eastern-central region 
of the boreal forest there were legends of a particularly 
frightening cannibalistic creature, the Windigo. 

Also known as, Wendigo, Whitiko, Chenoo and Atoosh; 
the creature is mainly featured in the legends of the 
Algonquian nations such as the Woodland Cree and 
Ojibway[10]. According to legend, when faced in extreme 

conditions of isolation and starvation, a Windigo is created 
when a human eats the flesh of another human. A person 
can also be made into a Windigo through its bite or by a 
Shaman who has cast a spell[11]. No humans are immune 
to infection as all humans can be transformed - women, 
men and children alike. Numerous people throughout 
history were believed to have been affected by the Windigo 
as described from the accounts from the Jesuits and First 
Nations peoples[12]. When the affected human gains a 
hunger for human flesh, the person will transform into its 
Windigo form. The person transitions from their normal 
human state to a completely uncontrollable and wild 
state. The heart turns to ice, the nails grow into claws, the 
eyes become bloody and the color of the lips turn black 
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in decay[13]. The creature is also said to be incredibly 
strong and able to move swiftly, stalking any small group 
of humans that are travelling in isolation through the 
wilderness[14]. As there was no cure for the condition, the 
only way for a Windigo to be stopped was to remove and 
burn the heart. 

The legend of the Windigo continues to influence many 
people, working its way into the literature and thought of 
other cultures[15]. These aboriginal legends of the Windigo 
have persisted throughout time and continue to be 
reinterpreted in numerous stories and poems. The stories 
of the Windigo were created to caution those that would 
be tempted to consume the flesh of a human when faced 
with severe hunger.  By consuming the flesh, the person 
becomes wild, haunting those that choose to wander too 
far into its territory. Amongst the pitted lakes and thick 
stands of coniferous trees and craggy rocks of the boreal 
forest, the Windigo roams. In many ways the Wendigo 
is reflective of this boreal forest environment. Its harsh 
defining features are cold, harsh, brutal, self-willed and 
fearful, reflecting the cold harsh conditions of a foodless 
winter. 

Citations
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2012) 21.

All three forests, the Black Forest, the Aokigahara and 
the Boreal Forest, are places of meaning. These forests 
were defined by these stories, making them feared, 
revered and in some ways beloved. The legends prospered 
a relationship between the community and the forest, 
creating an intimate connection. In many ways narratives 
are the way in which we first define spaces. The stories are 
reflective of the land and the culture of the time, creating 
a significant meaning and attachment to the place. The 
author Sara Maitland explores this concept within her 
novel, Gossip from the Forest: The Tangled Roots of our 
Forests and Fairytales. She believes that “fairy stories teach 
us how to see the forests, and how to love them too. They 
are spooky but special in our imaginations. Woods are part 
of our fantasy of childhood because of the fairy stories. 
That love protects our woodlands”[16]. Places that create a 
personal connection with the individual are often protected 
because of its meaning. Narratives often determine how 
land is seen and how it is used.
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“Lake Louise”, 
Unknown. Lake Louise and Victoria Glacier, Canadian Rockies. Postcard. Purchased from Johnston Terminal Antique Mall, 2015.
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The human relationship to wild landscapes began to 
change during the late 1800’s. The impact of the beauty 
of wilderness created meaningful connections between 
people and the land. Nature enthusiasts began to advocate 
for the importance of wilderness. The work of Henry David 
Thoreau was published during a time when very little 
wilderness land was preserved. His novel was, in part, 
the precursor to the movement to create some of the 
first National Parks[17]. Thoreau was a philosopher and an 
admirer of the natural world. Thoreau was more concerned 
with the experience and relationship to nature, believing 
that the “idea of wilderness is rooted in a lifetime 
of primary experiences or firsthand meetings with 
nature”[18]. He spent two years living at his residence 
beside the Walden pond in Massachusetts. He observed 
the surrounding land and learned from it, slowly. Thoreau’s 
famous words were that he went into the woods “to live 
deliberately, to front only the essential facts of life, and 
see if I could not learn what it had to teach, and not, when 
I came to die, discover that I had not lived”[19]. Although 
some have argued that Thoreau’s cabin in the woods 
was not what they perceived to be wilderness, Thoreau 
was convinced. To him it was wilderness, a remote and 

The Beginning of Preservation and the Creation of National Parks
untamed parcel, a place where he could contemplate 
the complexities of nature. The literary work described in 
Walden, Or, Life in the Woods moved people through its 
poetry and its reverence, instilling in readers an urge to 
save the landscape which he so eloquently described. 

Soon after the work of Thoreau, John Muir was writing 
equally compelling literature concerning nature. While 
working in a factory, Muir suffered an injury to his eyes 
which left him blinded for a few weeks. After the accident, 
Muir decided to leave his job to wander, exploring 1000 
miles of land from “Indianapolis to the Gulf of Mexico”[20]. 
He eventually settled in the state of California where 
he focused the majority of his conservation efforts. In 
1890 John Muir along with Robert Underwood Johnson, 
successfully lobbied the American Congress for the 
conservation of an area of land that was of particular 
interest to Muir. On October 1st 1890, Yosemite National 
Park was made one of the first National Parks within 
the United States of America[21]. Following this, Muir’s 
persistent love of the Sierra Nevada led him to form the 
Sierra Club with other like-minded wilderness enthusiasts 
in 1892[22]. But, his most influential work was his book 
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Our National Parks, published in 1902[23]. Within the book, 
Muir described his experiences and the exploration of the 
Yosemite landscape. Following its publication, the book 
gained a large amount of interest, including the interest 
from President Theodore Roosevelt, who later worked with 
Muir to further conservation efforts throughout the United 
States[24]. 

Together, Thoreau and Muir inspired many people towards 
the care and preservation of the wild. Their intimate 
knowledge and love of the landscapes was engrained 
within their writing. The power of their passion continues 
to resonate with readers. The meaning of the land 
has been stored in the word of Thoreau’s and Muir’s 
experiences, creating an impact on the future of the land 
as the land had created an impression upon them. Both 
works, timeless in their pleas for preservation continue to 
be relevant as human developments consume more and 
more land. In many ways, these men were the foundation 
of the first thoughts towards what are now modern 
concepts of wilderness.
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Around the same time as the United States, Canada also 
started to create national parks. Banff National Park was 
the first park to be preserved in 1885[25]. While Canada 
has made significant strides with preservation, having 
preserved over 909 million hectares of land, organizations 
continue to fight for additional environmental protection. 
Unlike many other places, Canada still has many hectares 
of untouched wilderness land that could potentially be 
saved, as our population is low in proportion to size of the 
country. According to 2011 census information, Canada 
has an average of 3.7 people per square kilometer[26]  
in comparison with the United States which averages 
at 34 people per square kilometer[27]. The numbers, of 
course, represent areas that are densely populated as 
well as sparsely populated. For example, the Arctic has 
a far lower population than southern Ontario, and some 
portions of the Arctic are all together uninhabited[28]. The 
reduced population density of Canada means that there 
is a far greater amount of land that is unpopulated and 
undeveloped. It is estimated that almost 75% of Canadians 
live within “161 kilometers of the U.S. border”[29], leaving 
the north far more undeveloped. The rugged landscapes 

Modern Wilderness
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of the Yukon, Northwest Territories and Nunavut have 
a total of 389,174 square kilometers of preserved land, 
which is 38% of the total protected land in Canada and 9% 
of the total area of the three territories[30].The preserved 
lands of the north are often remote, self-willed and 
difficult to get to. This differs in relation to the southern 
more temperate areas of Canada where the size of the 
preserved wildernesses are smaller, fragmented and more 
isolated. The closer the preservation is to populated areas, 
the smaller the size of the wilderness becomes. As stated 
by Jonathan S. Adams, “centuries of farming, logging, 
mining, dam building, and rapid population growth 
smashed the wilderness into thousands of shards, a 
few of them large but most of them tiny and increasingly 
isolate”[31]. These smaller pockets of wilderness are the 
ones most important to protect as without preservation of 
these lands, they are more likely to be threatened by the 
encroaching development of human settlements. 
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The total land of Protected Areas 
is roughly the size of the 
Province of Ontario

1 036 645km2
Government of Canada. Environment and Climate Change Canada. Available at: <https://www.
ec.gc.ca/indicateurs-indicators/default.asp?lang=en&n=B0C62685-1>. Accessed January 30th 2016.

Conservationists continue to preserve and corner off every 
bit of land that can be saved. Wilderness has become a 
commodity we cannot afford to lose. As suggested by 
Thoreau, human “life depends on the continued existence 
of wild places and the buffer they provide against the worst 
excesses of man and nature”[32]. What would generally 
be considered wilderness by the public is now confined to 
provincial parks, national parks, and ecological reserves. 
These pockets of the wild remain at a distance from 
Citations
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urban development and exist at a reasonably large scale, 
usually to protect a specialized or rare ecological zone. 
Currently, there are forty-six National Parks in Canada and 
five national marine conservation areas[33]. Two of these 
national parks are within the province of Manitoba, as 
well there are a total of fifty-three Provincial Parks. These 
parks, national and provincial, are where we sustain the 
last moderately sized tracts of untouched wilderness.
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Within the Province of Manitoba, there are five ecological 
zones - Prairie, Boreal Plain, Boreal Shield, Hudson Plain 
and Taiga Shield[34]. The protected areas within the Province 
are a representative of a mix of these five ecological zones, 
as conservationists aim to preserve a sample of each of 
these wildernesses. Ultimately, the preservation of an 
area is determined by the overall health and quality of the 
lands. The protected wilderness areas within Manitoba 
are evaluated and determined according to the Protected 
Areas Initiative(PAI). The land within the province has been 
Citations
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Citations
[35] Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship, “Protected Areas Initiative: Establishing Protected Areas”. 
Government of Manitoba. Available at: <http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/pai/establishing/index.html>. Accessed 
March 23rd 2016.
[36] Ibid.

examined for its “enduring features of soils and surface 
geologies that are used to represent the biodiversity within 
Manitoba”[35]. This enables conservationists to determine 
Special Areas of Interest(SAI) where further investigation 
and evaluation will be conducted. Manitoba Conservation 
then works with a series of other provincial departments 
to further define an appropriate size and boundaries to 
best preserve the wilderness using Geographic Information 
System(GIS) mapping. Finally, the final boundary of the 
wilderness is then reviewed by First Nation, Aboriginal 
communities and other stakeholders before the space 
is granted permanent protection[36]. By selecting SAI 
landscapes, only strong ecological wilderness areas are 
preserved while many other, less ecologically important 
landscapes do not meet the requirements. These other 
forms of wilderness, although less ecologically significant, 
are still deeply important. Wilderness areas that are in 
close proximity to the populations in the southern portions 
of the Province are perhaps more important as they offer 
a connection to the people that the farther, more remote 
areas of wilderness are less likely to bestow upon a 
smaller proportion of people. The southern portion of the 
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Within the Province of Manitoba...
the total area of Protected 
land is 69,868km2 which 
is 10.8% of the total 
provincial land 
and 0.5% higher than the national average.
[Government of Canada. Environment and Climate Change Canada. 
Available at: <https://www.ec.gc.ca/indicateurs-indicators/default.
asp?lang=en&n=B0C62685-1>. Accessed January 30th 2016].

province of Manitoba is certainly not devoid of wilderness 
however, this wilderness is different than its former pristine 
ecologies.

We hold onto an idea of what a wild landscape should be. 
Like something out of Walden, we imagine a wilderness 
from the words of Henry Thoreau. He wrote about his 
experience in the wild with the most eloquent description. 
Describing the pond beside his cabin as having impressed 
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him “like a tarn high up on the side of a mountain, its 
bottom far above the surface of other lakes, and, as the 
sun arose, I saw it throwing off its nightly clothing of 
mist, and here and there, by degrees, its soft ripples or its 
smooth reflecting surface was revealed, while the mists, 
like ghosts, were stealthily withdrawing in every direction 
into the woods, as at the breaking up of some nocturnal 
conventicle“[37]. With words like this we can see the beauty 
of the landscape, filtering out the unwanted imperfections 
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as we read with sheltered eyes. This pristine landscape, 
poetic and beautiful, represents our ideal of nature but, 
this impression has evolved and become detached from 
its reality. Jonathan S. Adams echoes this detachment 
as he asks us to picture the wilderness of the old world, 
where the “forests were thick with chestnut trees in the 
East, prairies teeming with bison and rivers overflowing 
with salmon in the West. Now picture the continent today: 
superhighways link colossal cities, suburbs stretch farther 
and farther into the countryside, industrial farmland 
goes on for miles, and a few patches of greenery and a 
national park or two break up the monotony”[38]. The vivid 

contrast of the two landscapes, prove to us just how much 
the wilderness landscape has been divided and changed. 
The only purpose this reminiscence serves is to imply a 
perfection of a landscape that is no longer achievable 
because there is no longer space for it. As the scale and 
quality of wilderness begins to change, rethinking the 
definition of wilderness is needed.

Citations
[38] Johnathan S. Adams. “Introduction”, Future of the Wild: Radical Conservation for a Crowded World. (Boston: 
Beacon Press, 2006) IX.



35

Chapter 2 - W
ilderness Concepts

“Letting go of the myth of wilderness 
means beginning to accept that there is no 
wilderness, that we cannot “go back” to a time 
when the land was pure and pristine, because 
there never was such a time”.
[Heather M. Mingo. At the Edge of the Ordinary. [Blog]. The Myth of Wilderness. November 14 2012. <https://edgeoftheordinary.wordpress.
com/2012/11/14/the-myth-of-wilderness/>].

In the 70’s the Wilderness Act set a standard throughout 
conservation for the definition through which they define 
wilderness. Conservation Canada works from this definition 
as well, stating that wilderness is “an enduring natural 
area of sufficient size to protect pristine ecosystems 
which may serve physical and spiritual well-being. It is 
an area where little or no persistent evidence of human 
intrusion is permitted so that ecosystems may continue 
to evolve”[39]. By defining wilderness in this way, we are 
constraining it. Instead of defining a type of wilderness, 
the term implies any wilderness landscape cannot be 
disturbed by humans, a near impossible task in the face 
of the human need to explore. By narrowing the definition 

to this limited scope, it also limits our ability to describe 
smaller ecologically important occurrences of wilderness. 
Our misunderstanding stems from thinking that there 
is only one type of wilderness. Once we consider that 
wilderness is not a singular type of landscape but a set of 
landscapes, then we can begin to better understand the 
thing that we are trying to define. Wilderness operates 
upon a continuum. This continuum ranges between the 
self-willed lands of pristine wilderness and the submissive 
lands of urban development. Although some may argue 
that pristine wilderness is gone, I argue that we are 
simply hampered by a lack of imagination as to what 
wilderness IS instead of what it should be. 
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“Growth”
Krista Goodman
July 20 2013.
Fort Whyte Alive, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba.

There is a New Wild Everywhere
“There’s a fire in the study, Whisper in the dark
Colors burning brighter, hunger for the spark
Shadow thrown from light unknown, calling on the hearts
To challenge the alive and summon the asleep
And the sun sinks over the big smoke
The sky explodes on the shuttering lake

-Great Lake Swimmers
“New Wild Everywhere”. Lyrics. 
 Nettwerk, 2012.

There’s a new wild feeling dancing in the air
There’s a new wild everywhere.” 
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I escape into wilderness as much as I can. The 
wilderness is like a home within my home, calling to 
me. As if a small secluded island, the wild envelops 
my senses.  The rustling of trees, the stirring of grass 
or the babbling of water, drowns out the distractions 
of the surrounding city. These calm and pensive 
spaces are some of my most visited within the city of 
Winnipeg.

Having moved near the University of Manitoba six 
years ago, my favorite wilderness space quickly 
became King’s Park. The park, while highly 
manicured in some places, offered fragments of the 
wild throughout the forests and along the riverbanks. 
I like to come here to think and to take a moment to 
experience the world. This park provides my way of 
reconnecting with the wild. I have walked, ran and 
explored every inch of King’s Park, finding enjoyment 
each time I return. 

Depending on the day and onour mood, we all go to 
wilderness in search of something different. Some 
people may go to clear their mind, to search for 
an answer, to get exercise or simply to enjoy. We 
find connections within these spaces and in return, 
provide them with our own meaning.  My enjoyment 
of King’s Park is but one such place, amongst many 
other wildernesses that I value.  
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at some point when enough time has elapsed, the space 
will go from dereliction until it reaches the point and 
recognition of wilderness. Although urban wildernesses 
are less likely to resemble their ecologies of origin, they are 
equally worth saving. 

The city of Winnipeg was chosen for its potential, as 
wilderness spaces are seen as nothing more than areas 
for future development. Wilderness fragments are 
vulnerable to economic growth, decay and renewal of the 
major industries. Ecologically significant urban wilderness 
areas within the city are often undervalued and targeted 
for development, as their economic potential seems to 
outweigh their ecological benefits. Recently, the city of 
Winnipeg has decided to develop the Parker Lands as a 
part of their Rapid Transit plan. Despite ecological reports 
that demonstrate the site’s importance, the plan has 
the transit line cut directly through ecologically sensitive 
habitats[4]. As local communities rally to save the lands, 
other less publicized wilderness lands continue to diminish. 
In order to save these spaces the perception of wilderness 

Urban wilderness differs from the traditional view of 
wilderness as it is found within the boundaries of urban 
developments. Although ecological landscapes function 
better on a larger scale; this does not suggest that urban 
landscapes are less ecologically important. As Ingo 
Kowarik states, the “ecological footprint of cities affects 
ecosystems indirectly from regional to global scales”[1]. 
“Yet landscape transformation in the wake of urbanization 
can also result in novel habitats within the urban fabric. 
These often differ fundamentally from historical patterns 
but may nevertheless harbor surprisingly high numbers 
of plant and animal species”[2]. These spaces are small 
pockets of wild and uncontrolled lands that are lacking 
a constant influence of humans. These wildernesses are 
more human-centric but are defined by their uncontrolled 
state and biophysical nature characteristics. As defined by 
Douglas Sheridan, an urban wildscape is “any area, space 
or building where the city’s normal forces of control have 
not shaped how we perceive use, and occupy them”[3]. 
Most urban wilderness spaces are the result of a process of 
changing conditions. Spaces that had evolved and changed 
from; managed to unkempt, unkempt to dereliction and 
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has to change. I believe we need to work towards 
recovering, enabling and rebuilding these landscapes 
before they are lost. The future of urban wilderness is 
critical to what Michael Rosenzweig has outlined as “the 
invention of, establishing and maintaining habitats to 
conserve species diversity in places where people live, work, 
or play”[5]. As the human population becomes increasingly 
urban, wilderness in cities is becoming ever more crucial. 
“The native biodiversity that is treasured in other locations 
is even more precious here because it lives among us. 
And we have less of it”[6].

      ***
The wilderness spaces within Winnipeg greatly differ from 
the larger protected wilderness areas within provincial 
parks, national parks, and ecological reserves because 
of limited size and reduced habitat strength. The city of 
Winnipeg, much like that of Conservation Canada, tries 
to focus on the quality of naturally occurring wilderness 
spaces but at a local scale. The wilderness spaces within the 
city exist as small occurrences of wild, hiding in designated 
areas, in-between spaces and forgotten spaces where 
maintenance has not been performed. Within these wild 

spaces, the city of Winnipeg monitors a large number 
of potentially ecologically significant habitats and is 
designated by the city as Natural Areas. This term is used 
in a general sense, in reference to lands that “support 
native plants and animals of a mixture representative 
of the natural ecology of the region”[7]. There are five 
naturally occurring habitats within the city of Winnipeg 
such as; prairie, aspen, oak, river bottom forest and 
wetland[8]. Once quality samples of these habitats have 
been identified within the city they are then monitored 
and catalogued for their species diversity and habitat 
strength. Sites that are of interest have a strong natural 
heritage - meaning, habitats that contain “plant species 
which are native to North America and more specifically to 
the habitat found in Winnipeg”[9]. Native species are seen 
as important for biodiversity as well as their ability to serve 
wildlife within the area. Natural areas within the city that 
are approved then become protected and gain the status 
of Ecologically Significant Natural Lands (ESNL)[10]. These 
lands are either acquired, designated as parkland and or 
conservation easements or ecological gifts. ESNL habitats 
are protected whereas other Natural Areas are not yet 
saved leaving them at risk of being eradicated. 

Citations
[5] Michael L. Rosenzweig. Win-Win Ecology: How the Earth’s Species Can Survive in the Midst of Human Enterprise, 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003) 7.
[6] Marielle Anzelone. “Green Groups to New York City: Drop Dead”, Huffington Post Green. October 10th 2014. 
Accessed October 16th 2014. <http://www.huffingtonpost.com/marielle-anzelone/green-groups-to-new-york-
city_b_5794854.html>.
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To thoroughly understand the concept of wilderness 
within the city of Winnipeg, this research approaches 
wilderness exploration through a classification scheme. 
This classification scheme addresses the various typological 
and archetypes of wilderness, ensuring to encompass both 
physical and psychological aspects of the wild. Through this 
approach, I begin to define, understand and cultivate new 
knowledge surrounding wilderness identity and the way 
in which it affects its use. An initial classification scheme 
of wilderness was developed following a literature review, 
exploring a range of landscapes that occurs between 
self-willed lands and subdued lands. This broad range 
of wilderness types was then narrowed down to solely 
encompass the wilderness types that occur within the 
boundaries of the urban environment. 

The classification scheme is then carried out through a 
case study method. Through these case studies, I define 
and give examples for each of the different types and 
archetypes of wilderness found within the city of Winnipeg. 
The case study for each of the sites examines the history, 
characteristics, experience of place, composition and 
underlying issues surrounding the wilderness.

Classification of Wilderness
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[Typology]
-sustained wilderness
-wilding
    i. simulated wilderness
    ii. returned wilderness

[Achetype]
-conditonal wilderness
    i. wilderness of the dark
    ii. wilderness of absense
-wilderness of stigma
    iii. wilderness of violence

Urban Wilderness
[Typology]
-removed wilderness
-sustained wilderness
-altered wilderness
-wilding
    i. simulated wilderness
    ii. returned wilderness
-urban wilderness
[Achetype]
-wilderness of stigma
    i. tarnished wilderness
    ii. wilderness of war
    iii. wilderness of murder 
         and violence
-conditonal wilderness
    i. wilderness of the dark
    ii. wilderness of absense

Wilderness Types

 - Living Prairie Museum

 -  Fort Whyte Alive
 -  Union Stock Yards 

 - Assiniboine Forest
 - Kapyong Army Base

 -  Bluestem Nature Park
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To determine appropriate examples for the case study, I 
first cataloged wilderness spaces within Winnipeg, starting 
with the Natural Areas that were identified within the city. 
As some of the different types and archetypes that I have 
defined, do not qualify as Natural Areas, further exploration 
was needed. Additional sites were added through various 
site visits to different wild areas within the city. These sites 
include abandoned or vacant lots, overgrown areas that are 
composed of non-native and invasive species, areas that are 
dark and areas where a violent crime was committed. Once 
mapped, I then selected sites from this selection of locations 
within the city that best represented each of the different 
types and archetypes. 

“Mapping the Natural Areas”
Krista Goodman
September 20 2015.

Map based off of GIS information from 
University of Manitoba Libraries. City of 
Winnipeg, Sattelite Map and Parks and 
Natural Areas. ArcGIS® Software by Esri 
(accessed August 17th 2015). Edited with 
Adobe Photoshop CS5.
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As stated in Chapter 1, the typological wilderness types 
are judged by the “particular nature characteristics of the 
landscape, as in, how it is physically formed and how it has 
been influenced”[11]. These nature characteristics include; 
“trees, shrubs, grasses, rocks, soil, water, animals, presence 
of humans, disturbed land and undisturbed land, are all 
factors in determining the physical composition of the 
landscape”[12].

Typology

Citations
[11] Krista Goodman. LARC 7300: Landscape Topics. 15.
[12] Ibid.



“Prairie view”
Krista Goodman
November 14 2015.

Living Prairie Museum
Sustained Wilderness

“Native grasses are the heart and soul of the prairie, 
the living link between the physical resources of the Great Plains 
- sunshine, rain, and soil - and almost every other aspect of the 
ecosystem. At first glance, grasses may look simple or even primitive. In 
fact, they are highly evolved organisms, especially adapted to cope with 
extreme climatic uncertainties, including frequent drought.”
Candace Savage. Prairie: A Natural History. (Greystone Books: Vancouver, Canada. 2004), 61.
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As pristine wilderness disappeared, we had the foresight 
to preserve significant habitats before they were 
completely erased. Sustained wilderness lands are 
usually a part of conservation efforts. The wild land that 
is preserved is the result of its own natural processes 
and remain so within its given boundaries. These 
wildernesses are protected in order to save important 
endangered ecologies. These spaces are often greatly 
safeguarded in fear of the loss of plant and animals 
species[13]. Although fragmented, it is necessary to 
protect the lands, tending them, in order to endure. This 
wilderness is specifically wildlife parks, nature preserves 
and light recreational parks such as; provincial and 
federal parks. 

Although sustained wilderness is a practice that usually 
takes place at a larger scale and at a distance from 
human influence, the Living Prairie Museum serves a 
different purpose. By situating conservation efforts into 
the city, it promotes awareness, learning and engagement 
of the imaginary wild. Instead of telling people about 
the issues of the tall grass prairie, this fragment offers 

the chance for visitors to interact with the landscape and 
enable them to imagine what it would be like to be in the 
initial tall grass prairie. 

Wilderness at the center of a city often means that 
the preserved land is isolated from other supportive 
habitats. Maintenance of the land goes hand in hand with 
preservation to ensure the endurance of the landscape. A 
small fragment of the tall grass prairie alone is not enough 
to restore the entire ecosystem, but it is enough to save 
important plant and insect species, and aid in prolonging 
the life of other endangered prairie species. The landscape 
is sustained through simulating prairie landscape events. 
A controlled burn is used to eliminate non-native and 
invasive plant species and to renew the native plant 
species as the plants are equipped to endure burnings[14].  
Native prairie plants are meant to endure the harshest of 
conditions and burning replenishes the habitat. Without a 
strong commitment to maintenance, this remaining parcel 
of tall grass prairie at the heart of Winnipeg, would have 
disappeared long ago with the other 99 percent of the 
prairie ecosystem[15]. 

Citations
[13] Krista Goodman. LARC 7300: Landscape Topics. University of Manitoba. (2015). 27.

Citations
[14] City of Winnipeg. “Living Prairie Museum”, Public Works. Available at: <http://www.winnipeg.ca/publicworks/
parksOpenSpace/livingprairie/>. Accessed November 10th 2015.
[15] Ibid.

Wilderness Typology _ Sustained Wilderness
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Image [1]. 
“Annex”.
Krista Goodman.
November 14 2015.

Image [2-5]. 
“Prairie Grasses”.
Krista Goodman
November 14 2015.

[1]

[2] [3] [4] [5]

[6]
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During the settlement of the Red River Valley, land was 
divided and sold off to immigrants. The site of the Living 
Prairie Museum was believed to have belonged to Andrew 
McDermot, a clerk for the Hudson’s Bay Company[16]. 
The land was later leased by McDermot to “a Polish 
immigrant”[17], who used the land for grazing but not for 
crop production purposes. To this day, it has been said that 
this land has never before been ploughed[18]. 

In 1968, researchers for the International Biological 
Program started searching for a good example of the tall 
grass prairie that might be identified and preserved. A 
total of 64 sites were identified and of those sites, 4 were 
chosen for further inspection. Once the Ness Avenue site 
was selected, local environmentalists petitioned City Hall for 
protection over the land. Finally, in April of 1971, City Hall 
approved the motion. The city started the construction of 
the interpretive center in 1975 and officially opened to the 
public in 1976[19]. An outdoor learning Annex and picnic area 
was later added, and completed in 2013 by Plain Projects[20]. 

The Living Prairie Museum is located within the residential 
area of St James, within the city of Winnipeg. To the east 
is a high school called Sturgeon Heights Collegiate. To the 
west are residential single family homes. To the north, an 
aspen forest extends northward from the property as a 
series of trails and leads to the St James Industrial area. 
The park entrance is located off of Prairie View Road, at the 
corner of Ness Avenue. There are three main features to 
the Museum are: the Interpretive Centre, an outdoor Annex 
and the tall grass prairie field.

Citations
[16] City of Winnipeg. “History: Living Prairie Museum”, Public Works. Available at: <http://www.winnipeg.ca/
publicworks/parksOpenSpace/livingprairie/history.asp>. Accessed November 12th 2015.
[17] Ibid.
[18] Ibid.
[19] Ibid.
[20] Wolfrom Engineering Ltd. “Living Prairie Museum Shade Structure & Workshop”. Available at: <www.wolfromeng.
com/Projects/Learn/Living-Prairie-Museum.html>. Accessed November 15 2015. 

Background Site and Physical Context
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Ness Avenue

100m

“Living Prairie Museum”,
Map based on Google Maps 
Sattelite Map. Google© Digital 
Globe, Map Data. (Accessed 
November 15 2015). Edited 
with Adobe Photoshop CS5.
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Citations
[21] Ibid.

Citations
[22] City of Winnipeg. “Living Prairie Museum”. Public Works.
[23] City of Winnipeg. “Tall Grass Prairie”. Public Works. Available at: <http://www.winnipeg.ca/publicworks/
parksOpenSpace/livingprairie/prairie.asp>. Accessed Nov 10th 2015.

The dominant feature of the site is, of course, the prairie. 
This particular stretch of prairie is a remnant of a larger 
tall grass ecosystem that is imperiled. There remains a 
meagre 1% of this ecosystem left in the world. The tall 
grass prairie used to stretch all the way to the southern 
portion of the United States and of this 1%, only a tiny 
minuscule proportion remains within Manitoba. There is 
approximately 160 different kinds of plant species located 
within this property[22]. A few among these species are 
Indiangrass, Switchgrass, Needlegrass, Little Bluestem and 
Big Bluestem[23]. The field is divided by multiple pathways. 
The major pathway is approximately one meter wide and 
is lined with woodchips. The secondary pathways are 
narrower and branch out from the main pathway. These 
secondary pathways are dirt and are likely to have been 
made from desire lines created by people using the site. 

The Interpretive Center is a modest building that is built 
low to the landscape, intruding as little as possible upon 
the horizon. The center also acts as a barrier, occupying 
the space adjacent to Ness Avenue and blocking traffic 
disturbance from the major roadway. The building 
functions as a gathering place to inform the public, 
schools and community to all aspects of the prairie 
ecosystem. Prairie plants, animals and soils, are topics 
that are covered through programming, books, seeds and 
brochures[21]. 

The Annex was added later in 2013 by Plain Projects, 
fulfilling a need for an outdoor classroom, picnic and shade 
structure. As the museum is located off of the prairie, the 
shade structure was made to compliment and view the 
prairie, not hide it. The structure opens up, raising the roof 
towards the prairie and drawing the eye.

Physical Analysis
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Big Blue Stem
Andropogon gerardii

This land was built around the sky. 
The grasses in the meadow reach up and stretch, calling 
out to the sun. They sway wistfully and sweeping, tethered 
by their roots. As the stalks reach up, the roots reach down. 
They stretch out long and deep, in search of nourishment. 
These wanderers keep the earth together and bind it under 
our feet. The path I walk down has been trampled down 
by the many people who have walked here before me. 
Collectively the grass forms a field, bending and breaking to 
the legacy of our stride. 

This place has always been here, nestled in between the 
growth of civilization. The tall grass prairie is almost 
certainly lost but this place has found a way to endure. 
Centuries have passed but this wilderness remains the 
last true soldier to the sun. The birds cry out and circle 
overhead but the rumble of engines renders them voiceless.

Experience of Place

“Living Prairie Museum Collage”,
Krista Goodman.
January 21st 2016.
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Summary
The Living Prairie Museum was chosen as an example 
of the sustained wilderness type. This type is the most 
reminiscent of pristine wilderness and characteristic of 
the types of landscapes to which wilderness identity is 
associated, as the landscape is least changed by humans. 
While sustained wilderness is the most accepted form 
of wilderness, urban forms of this type of wilderness are 
often scrutinized for their reduced size. However, urban 
sustained wilderness offers a chance for urban dwellers to 
connect and experience a localized version of the important 
wilderness spaces that exist outside the confines of the city. 

The land of the Living Prairie Museum was never ploughed, 
enabling the continued existence of a morsel of the 
physical characteristics of the natural ecology that is found 
within the tall grass prairie ecosystem. Although this wild 
prairie landscape is but a tiny example of what the full 
Tall Grass Prairie used to be, its preservation is significant. 
Having been compelled by the site’s beauty, this sustained 

wilderness was saved as a part of the surrounding 
residential community’s interest to save the prairie 
landscape they loved. This love of the prairie landscape 
was further aligned with the agenda of conservationists 
who sought to preserve a piece of the tall grass prairie 
ecosystem. Together the influence from both communities 
resulted in the land being saved. 

The importance of the Living Prairie Museum has continued 
to evolve as the preservation of the site has created a 
strong relationship to the overall endangered ecosystem. 
The Interpreter Center on site is now instrumental in 
teaching awareness and education concerning the state 
of the prairie landscape to school children, surrounding 
community and nature enthusiasts. By fostering a strong 
relationship with urban dwellers of the city of Winnipeg, 
this ensures a love and appreciation for the prairie 
landscape.
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Fort Whyte Alive
[Wilding] Simulated Wilderness
“Throughout the history of urban civilizations, there has been 
recognition of the need for engagement with the natural world: 
the therapeutic walk through a garden or park and the multisensory 
delights of singing birds, flowering plants and shade trees, the flow of 
watercourses, the tug of wind and rain or the pattern of clouds and 
sunlight, marking the changing seasons of the year”.
Catherine Ward Thompson. “Chapter 3: Places to be Wild in Nature”, Urban Wildscapes. ed. Anna Jorgensen and 
Richard Keenan, (Routledge: New York, New York. 2012), 49.

“Nature Centre”.
Krista Goodman
June 28 2013.
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Vacant industrial sites are a common urban occurrence as 
they are a byproduct of obsolete industries. As Winnipeg 
continues to shift industrial focus, there are many former 
industrial sites throughout the city that have yet to be 
dealt with. After an industry has occurred, faded and died, 
the site’s legacy remains. The industrious activities often 
disturb and impact the surrounding landscape. Depending 
on the type of industry, a landscape can be impacted to 
varying degrees. Slight habitat dispersal or even a small 
stripping of the landscape can be seen as a milder form of 
impact. This, in comparison, with a complete depletion of 
habitat and heavy contamination of the land, can be seen 
as the worst. This makes it harder for some sites to be re-
purposed without significant thought. Sites of interest are 
selected for rehabilitation and construction quickly while 
some other sites that require more extensive intervention 
before they are repurposed are left abandoned while a 
decision is made.

Rewilding is “the practice of returning areas of land to a 
wild state, including the reintroduction of animal species 
that are no longer naturally found there”[24]. However, 
as Steve Carver has stated; “rewilding is a somewhat 
misleading term in that returning the landscape to the 
way it looked before is often a biophysical impossibly”[25]. 
A landscape that has been disturbed can never be put 
back together. An ecosystem is an incredibly diverse and 
intricate system, making it impossible to reassemble 
in the same exact way. All plants, top soil, subsoil and 
bedrock, all must be put back in the proper order and 

function in relation to each other in order to be returned 
to its initial wild state. For this reason, wilding is the 
process where a landscape is not resuming its natural 
state but rather actively designed by human to simulate 
its previous ecology OR is passively regained by the 
surrounding nature. Simulated Wilderness specifically, is 
the active pursuit of humans to return a landscape to a 
formerly wild and natural state through design[26]. Any 
unwanted human-made elements such as old buildings or 
infrastructures within the desired site are usually removed 
before any design will be implemented. Once plant 
species are established on a site, the area is left to its own 
processes, progressing towards its own new wilderness 
state. When implemented, the design resembles a 
naturally occurring and functioning ecosystem. 

The vacant open pit mines of the Fort Whyte Alive site 
were seen as an opportunity by the Manitoba Wildlife 
Federation. The old excavation pits became the basis for 
the design of the wilding, offering the chance to be made 
into lakes. Of the lakes that were made, the two largest 
lakes were named Lakes Devonian and Lake Muir. Once the 
lakes were established, fish were added to build a stronger 
ecological habitat for the site[27]. The Fort Whyte Alive 
nature Centre is meant, not to simulate any wilderness that 
was there before but to create a new holistic landscape 
experience. The entire nature Centre is programmed to 
simulate the experience of wilderness for users, although 
being an entirely unnatural, constructed wilderness. 

Citations
[24] Rewilding. Dictionary.com. Collins English Dictionary - Complete & Unabridged 10th Edition. HarperCollins 
Publishers. Available at: <http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/rewilding>. Accessed February 28, 2016.
[25] Steve Carver. “(Re)creating wilderness: rewilding and habitat restoration”. The Routledge Companion to 
Landscape Studies. ed. Peter Howard, Ian Thompson, and Emma Wateron. (Routledge: London. 2013) 386. 

Citations
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[27] Lafarge Canada Inc. “Giving Back to the Land – Reclamation of Aggregate Mining Sites“, All About Aggregates: The 
Concrete Facts: A Manitoba Based Gr.7 Curriculum Supplement for Cluster 4: The Earth’s Crust. Available at: <http://
www.manitobamodelforest.net/publications/aggregates-grade7.pdf>. Accessed November 10th 2015.

Wilderness Typology _ 
[Wilding] Simulated Wilderness
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“Fort Whyte Alive”.
Image [1-6].
Krista Goodman.
June 28 2013.

[1]

[4] [5]

[6]

[2]

[3]
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The role of the railway in Winnipeg was significant. For 
a time, Canadian Pacific Railway held a monopoly over 
railway lines in the western portion of Canada[28]. As 
trade routes were being constructed, the Vice President 
of CPR, William Whyte, was entrusted by the company 
to ensure the construction of new lines near the city of 
Winnipeg. These lines were of particular importance to the 
company as they were to solidify the continuance of the 
CPR monopoly of trade over other competing companies. 
In 1881, a conflict arose when there was an attempt to 
build a separate railway line by a group of men who were 
against the monopoly. The feud between the armed CPR 
workers of Mr. Whyte and the opposing railway vigilantes 
was said to be a back and forth, as the “new tracks were 
laid in daylight, and torn up at night”[29]. Eventually the 
Supreme Court of Canada granted permission for the 
second railroad to continue to be built, breaking the 
monopoly and ending the fight between the two parties. As 
a result of this conflict, the area was colloquially referred 
to by the surrounding community as Fort Whyte. Later, 
as the perimeter of the city of Winnipeg expanded to 
encompass the site, the city officially named the area as 
the neighborhood of Fort Whyte[30]. 

In 1907, the exact site of “Fort Whyte Alive” was owned 
and excavated as a part of The Canada Cement Company 
(now Lafarge). The site was used as an open pit mine 
Citations
[28] Fort Whyte Alive. “The Fort Whyte Story: The Fort that Never Was”. Accessed November 20 2015. <https://www.
fortwhyte.org/about/history/>.
[29] Ibid.
[30] Ibid.

Citations
[31] Ibid.
[32] Fort Whyte Alive. “Camp Information”. Available at: <https://www.fortwhyte.org/day-camp/campinformation/>. 
Accessed February 21st 2016.

Background

Site and Physical Context
Fort Whyte Alive has 640 acres of land[32]. The property 
is located in the west-south area, on the cusp of 
development, but within the city of Winnipeg. To the north 
is the residential area of South Tuxedo, to the east the 
residential area of Lindenwoods and, to the south and 
west, agricultural crop land. 

for the purposes of clay and gravel extraction. The clay 
and gravel obtained was then used as an ingredient in 
the making of CCC cement. After forty years of activity, 
problems with flooding in the mining pits and competition 
from other clay mining sites, persuaded the decision to 
close the Fort Whyte mining site. Once the property was 
vacated, the Manitoba Wildlife Federation took interest in 
wilding the former industrial site. Through conservation 
efforts, the land was wilded to simulate a natural 
wilderness habitat. Later, interest in the site changed from 
conservation efforts to environmental education. This 
interest started the Fort Whyte Foundation, which then 
added programming, trails and the Interpretive Centre. 
The land was opened as a nature education Centre in 1983. 
Since its opening, the Centre has continued to improve its 
programming and has added land, north of the original 
site[31]. The Fort Whyte Alive nature Centre is now operated 
as a non-profit organization. 
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Physical Analysis
The Fort Whyte Alive programs are created to engage 
children, youth and the surrounding community, informing 
the public through various nature programs. The nature 
Centre is designed to simulate different land types, 
providing a base for a variety of different educational 
opportunities and activities. The park contains types 
such as; forest, meadow, wetland, marsh and lakes. Each 
land type has a distinct feel, creating opportunities to 
experience the different “nature types” particular to that 
landscape.  

The Fort Whyte Alive Nature Centre has two major lakes; 
Devonian Lake and Muir Lake. The main entrance to 
the nature Centre is located off of McCreary Road and 
leads visitors past the northern portion of Devonian lake, 
towards the Alloway Reception Centre. The Centre sits on 
the edge of the lake, through which the visitors can enter 
into the site. Within the building, the restaurant serves 
guests by means of their farms which are located along 
the way to the center. From this main building, the park 
stems out along a series of paths. To the south, branches 
of the path lead towards the Interpretive Centre. This 
building is an interpretive and information center for the 
park, housing various ecological displays related to the 
surrounding ecosystems. 

Further south from this building, the pathways pass 
through forest and lead towards a moving Floating 
Willow Walk which loops along the lake. To the east of the 
interpretive building is a series of trails that lead through 
various forest and to the Wetland Boardwalk. This portion 
of the site features the former railway line that now serves 
as part of the pathway. To the south of these lines, there is 
the Loly Lookout Picnic Shelter and a tipi that are situated 
along the shore of Muir Lake, overlooking the Adventure 
Site that sit on the opposite side of the shore. Pathways 
from this area then circle back towards the main buildings. 

To the north of both buildings, a pathway leading from 
the reception center guides visitors past the grassland 
and Bison Prairie, where the bison herd can be observed 
grazing in the fields. To the east of the Bison Prairie, 
pathways lead through forest towards Cargill Lake. The 
paths to the west, swing north, past the Bison Prairie 
and exiting the main portion of the park onto the traffic 
of Sterling Lyon Parkway. This pathway functions as a 
secondary entrance for cyclists and pedestrians, linking 
Fort Whyte Alive nature park with the Assiniboine Park and 
the surrounding community of Charleswood.
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The shifting shapes drop low from the sky and settle. 
The calls announce the presence of the Canadian 
Geese. They have signalled the start of fall and soon, 
the return of winter. They heed their callings and 
take off from our lakes, circling our skies. Every year 
the birds come and every year we watch. They nestle 
into the lakes, much like we had dug into the earth. 

What had been taken has once again been put 
back. This place is not the same. We thought we 
built a railroad but it led us to the forest. Where the 
forefathers have stood, newborn Aspens sway in 
the wind. Our pathways intertwines beneath them, 
branching to guide our way. Our foresights have led 
us here and we have gathered what we could. Piece 
by piece we put this land together. 
A place to remember the places we fight to keep.

Experience of Place

“Fort Whyte Alive Collage”,
Krista Goodman.
January 21st 2016.
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Summary
The Fort Whyte Alive Nature Centre was chosen as an 
example of the Simulated Wilderness type. This wilderness 
is a form of wilding, where a landscape is actively designed 
to simulate the qualities of a natural landscape and to 
create the illusion of a pristine wilderness. Although these 
sites may not be considered a pristine wilderness as it is 
not historically wild, these lands can be equally ecologically 
robust. The design of the site reestablishes an ecology 
that is healthy, diverse, overgrown and self-willed. As the 
amount of available pristine wilderness land continues to 
diminish, simulated wilderness landscapes are especially 
important in establishing new habitats where they have 
been lost. 

Within the city of Winnipeg vacant industrial lands are 
less likely to be wilded as vacant land is more likely to 
be redeveloped. Through the efforts of conservationists 

and wildlife enthusiasts, the site was saved from 
redevelopment and led to the design of the Fort Whyte 
Alive Nature Centre. The large craters on site that were left 
over from the excavation of gravel from the open pit gravel 
mines were used to create large lakes. Vegetation as well 
as pathways, an Interpreter Centre and a Reception Centre 
was also added to support the many activities of the site.

Since the opening of the Centre, many visitors have 
explored the land, looking to learn and reconnect with 
wilderness. The Fort Whyte Alive Nature Centre provides 
an important medium through which the community 
and youth of the city can learn about ecological issues. 
Simulated wilderness landscapes are important because 
they offer a place where people can interact and 
experience wilderness without risking damage to important 
endangered and ecologically sensitive areas. 



64

W
ilderness Bound   

Union Stock Yards
[Wilding] Returned Wilderness

“By the eighteenth century this sense of the wilderness as a 
landscape where the supernatural lay just beneath the surface was 
expressed in the doctrine of the sublime, a word whose modern 
usage has been so watered down by commercial hype and tourist 
advertising that it remains only a dim echo of its former power”.
William Cronon. “The Trouble with Wilderness, or Getting Back to the Wrong 
Nature”, Uncommon Ground: Toward Reinventing Nature. ed. William Cronon. (W.W. 
Norton and Company: New York. 1996) 73.

“Vacancy”.
Krista Goodman.
November 25 2015.
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All over the world, cities have begun to deindustrialize, 
transitioning between post-industrial to an urbanized 
landscape. As described by Alan Berger, post-industrial is a 
term that has “been used both spatially and formistically to 
describe everything from polluted industrial landscapes to 
former factory buildings, usually found in older, declining 
section of a city”[33]. Although an obscure term, used within 
this document, post-industrial is used in reference to the 
declined and sometimes contaminated lands that are left 
as a legacy of the former occupying industry. These post-
industrial landscapes are now found all throughout every 
major city. In the United States of America, “more than 
600,000 abandoned and contaminated waste sites have 
been identified within American cities”[34]. Within Canada, 
there is also a large number of contaminated sites that 
are listed for each province. According to the Manitoba 
Contaminated Sites List, there are over 2,000 confirmed 
contaminated sites within the province of Manitoba[35].
The landscapes often range between lightly and highly 
contaminated, depending upon the type of industry. 

The city of Winnipeg allows industrial businesses to 
operate under four different types of zoning; mixed-use, 

light, general and heavy manufacturing. The majority of 
industrial zoning allow for minor impacts to the land and 
surrounding neighborhoods but heavy manufacturing 
zones are open to the most disruptive and contaminated 
industries. As defined by the city, heavy manufacturing 
is an area that allows for “major freight terminals, 
waste and salvage, resource extraction, processing, 
transportation, major utilities, and other related uses”[36]. 
Heavy industries often “require very large buildings, 
heavy truck traffic for supplies or shipments or that 
may require substantial mitigation to avoid sound noise 
and odor impacts to the neighboring properties”[37]. 
These zones are carefully considered, however, when 
the dynamics of the neighborhood shifts and industries 
begin to move, the land needs to be assessed and any 
contaminants addressed before repurpose. Most of 
the lightly impacted sites can easily be repurposed but 
for more moderately or highly contaminated sites, it 
becomes a problem. The problem is that the easier and 
lightly impacted sites are more likely to be repurposed, 
as they require less remediation and less money than 
properties that require far more extensive remediation 
and money. Contaminated sites are highly regulated 

Citations
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spaces that are limited by environmental laws, detailing 
exactly what can and cannot be done with the site. All 
contaminated lands are identified and dealt with according 
to the Contaminated Sites Remediation Act (CSRA). 
Sites that have been identified as either contaminated 
and or impacted must then be dealt with according to 
Contaminated Sites Remediation Regulation (CSRR). In 
which, certain procedures and precautions are taken for 
each individual case. As it is difficult to find the right buyer 
for certain contaminated lands, this often leads to land 
sitting empty and or vacant while a decision is made as to 
what to do with the property. Sometimes this process takes 
many years, leading to an unexpected wilding of the site. 

As iterated in the previous case study, wilding occurs 
under two different circumstances. The first form of 
wilding is the process where a landscape is not resuming 
its natural state but rather actively designed by humans 
to simulate its previous ecology and the second form of 
wilding is passively regained by the surrounding nature. 
To be regained by the surrounding nature, a site must be 
neglected or abandoned through the decision to passively 
enable the land to wild, or by the inability to make a 
decision at all. When the land is left untouched, it enables 

the site’s own ecological natural processes to create its own 
self-willed wilderness. With this ecological freedom, plant 
species are able to grow unencumbered and uninhibited. 
Returned wilderness in specific, is the passive process of 
abandoning a landscape to be regained by the surrounding 
nature to achieve a new wilderness state[38]. The process of 
this type of wilding is other known as “letting-go”[39]. Once 
abandoned, the land will then go through a transformation 
of states; decayed - ruined – over grown – and wild. As 
opposed to Simulated Wilderness approach to wilding, 
Returned Wilderness often has human-made elements that 
remain within the site, as the site is often abandoned before 
all human remnants are removed. 

The land of the former Union Stock Yards has slowly 
undergone the process of decay. Although most of the 
handling facilities have been removed, concrete floors, 
roads and general mounds of industrial debris continue 
to reside within the site. The resulting wilderness often 
transforms the underlying industrial landscape in more ways 
than one. The concrete that remains on the site is slowly 
being crumbled and disintegrated by the vegetation that 
has taken root. The soil of the Union Stock Yards is harsh 
and difficult for the growth of plants. Decades of use for 
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livestock has contaminated the soils and ground water 
of the site, resulting from water run-off carrying fecal 
matter[40]. When the vegetation within heavy industrial 
areas are left to their own processes, the more aggressive 
non-native species take over and smother out the less 
competitive native ones. As stated by the geographer 
Steve Carver, one of the critiques of letting-go is the 
“unwanted and unforeseen outcomes”[41] of the approach. 
By releasing control, there is no manipulation as to what 
sort of vegetation takes over the property. Good or bad 
plant species are often decided by the former industrious 
conditions of the site. As described by O. L. Gilbert, the 
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transfer of invasive species “normally starts with the 
acquisition of raw materials, frequently from abroad, 
and these are a well-known source of alien species. The 
methods by which some of these get dispersed en route to 
the factory…” [42]. For the Union Stock Yards the big bushes 
of Common Burdock (Arctium minus subsp . minus) have grown 
up tall around a large part of the outskirts of the property. 
Canada Thistle and Bull Thistle are scattered throughout 
the area, slowly pushing out the the native species. This 
vegetation has now grown over remnants found on the 
Union Stock Yards site.

“Tower”.
Krista Goodman.
November 25 2015.
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Images [1-5]
“Rampant”.
Krista Goodman.
November 25 2015.
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The St Boniface industrial area contains many different 
industries, but none as large as the parcel that was once 
devoted to the Union Stock Yards. In the late 1800’s, the 
expansion of the railway system had significantly improved 
the transportation potential for the livestock industry. 
Trains made it easier for livestock to be shipped long 
distances[43]. In 1911 an Act was passed to incorporate 
Public Markets Ltd. by the Manitoba Government, enabling 
the search and construction of a new yard[44]. The Stock 
Yards site in St Boniface was chosen to fulfill the need for 
a shipping and handling facility for livestock within the 
province[45]. In 1912, the 232 hectare[46] site was selected 
and purchased by the city of Winnipeg and developed 
by two railway companies[47]. The prefix of “union” to 
Union Stock Yards, was a signifier of the amalgamation of 
numerous railway lines that partook in the Stock Yard[48]. 
This specific yard was used by Canadian Northern Railway 
(CNR), Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) and Grand Trunk 
Pacific Railway (GTP)[49]. 

The St Boniface Union Stock Yards site was officially 
opened on August 14th 1913[50]. The yard was one of the 
largest employers for the people of the city of St Boniface 
and became an important part in the expansion of the 
Manitoba agricultural industry[51]. By 1915 the Stock Yard 
had become extremely profitable, having 12 284 cars of 
cattle pass through the site, worth 16-20 million dollars[52]. 
The St Boniface Union Stock Yards was only one stop along 

a large network of Stock Yards throughout Canada[53]. 
Livestock was sold and shipped throughout the Prairie 
Provinces by means of this network, distributing livestock 
throughout eastern Canada and United States[54]. In 1925, 
Canada Packers moved in next to the site, shortly followed 
by Swift’s packing plant in 1938[55]. The proximity of the 
meat processing to the Stock Yards only helped the yard 
to flourish, expanding to handle “260 948 cattle and 56 
298 sheep and lambs, representing a value of 28 127 000 
million dollars”[56]. Eventually there were a total of six 
packing plants located near the Stock Yards, creating one 
of the largest Stock Yards in Canada and earning 20 million 
dollars of revenue annually. Later on, the Stock Yards and 
surrounding meat packing facilities provided meat for 
soldiers during World War 2[57]. This success and growth 
lasted until around the 1980’s when the “railroads began 
to lessen their involvement with the cattle business”[58]. As 
the success of the St Boniface Stock Yards relied heavily 
on its proximity and involvement with the railway, the site 
slowly declined. Eventually the demands for state-of-the-
art facilities for the shipping and handling of livestock, and 
the invention of the refrigerated trucks, the St Boniface 
Union Stock Yards were slowly made obsolete[59]. The end 
came when another site was chosen for a new shipping 
and handling facility in RM of Rosser Manitoba, with 
greater access to trucking routes [60]. The old St Boniface 
site was formally closed in 1988[61]. The land now sits, 
largely vacant and undeveloped.
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200m

“Union Stock Yards”, 
Map based on Google Maps 
Sattelite Map. Google© Digital 
Globe, Map Data. (December 
7th 2015). Edited with Adobe 
Photoshop CS5.

Formerly, the Administration buildings for the Stock Yards were located 
off of Marion Street with the power house building to the west. The site 
also contained a 250 foot well and a 90 foot water tower that serviced 
the property. The main operation of the Stock Yards was composed of 
“cattle platforms, loading chutes, yards, catch pens, sheds, and other 
larger buildings” [Manitoba Historical Society]. The livestock was kept in 
partially closed pens as well as “non-converted pens” [Manitoba Historical 
Society]. The majority of the yard was concrete with electric lighting 
throughout. Early rail services were the responsibility of each railroad 
but were later taken over by Public Markets Ltd directly. The different 
railroads were accessed, CNR from the north-east, CPR from the west 
and GTP from the east .
Manitoba Historical Society. “Historic Sites of Manitoba: Union Stockyards“. Available at: 
<http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/sites/unionstockyards.shtml>. Accessed November 24 2015.
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After the St Boniface Union Stock Yards were closed 
in 1988, the majority of the land has remained 
vacant. The south-west edge of the site is occupied 
by a rail transport-based vehicle storage depot and 
unloading facility, run from the original railroad 
lines. For the remainder of the property, the 
handling facilities, railroad tracks and most other 
structures have been removed from the site after 
its closure [MHS]. Although obscured from view by 
commercial buildings along Marion Street, there 
is a water tower that remains at the north-west 
corner of the property, inscribed with the name 
“Union Stock Yards”. Commercial businesses have 
developed along the north and west portions 
of the site, following major streets. The Maple 
Leaf Processing Plant (formerly Canada Packers) 
continues to operate adjacent to the site on the 
north-east corner, along with a small collection of 
other industrial warehouses[62]. 

Site and Physical Context Physical Analysis
The site of the former Union Stock Yards in St Boniface is 
delineated by Archibald Street to the west, Marion Street 
to the north, Dawson Road N to the north-east, and a 
rail yard to the south. To the west and south of the site is 
residential development, while north and east of the site 
are industrial areas.
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The wasteland lay before me as I took my first step. The 
land was open but cluttered. Weeds have grown up tall 
and I had to push my way through. Before me stood a 
meadow. Here and there, there are objects strewn about, 
less recognizable now that nearly thirty years have worn 
them. The meadow had a floor, vast and solid, made of 
concrete. The concrete was torn and broken, left in the 
wake of the burgeoning wilderness. Nature seemed to be 
busting at the seams. 

This place is different. The old Stock Yards were a place of 
dirt, smells and was loud.  It place was rooted in blood, a 
slaughter house strewn with the corpses of thousands of 
animals. Somehow over the years the site has been cleansed 
from this past. There has been roughly 342 rain falls since 
the yard was closed. Its doubtful that the rain fixed the land 
but it did provide nourishment. The rain fed the ground and 
the plants flourished up through the cracks. 
The wilderness is fixing what was broken.

Experience of Place

“Union Stock Yard Collage”,
Krista Goodman.
January 21st 2016.
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Summary
The lands of the former Union Stock Yards was chosen as 
an example of the Returned Wilderness type. This type 
of wilderness is a form of wilding, where a landscape is 
abandoned and passively regained by the surrounding 
nature to achieve a new wilderness state. The wilderness is 
far from pristine as the site has been deeply disturbed with 
parts of the industrial past remaining strewn throughout 
site. Since the yard’s closure, the natural vegetation of the 
site has slowly begun to overtake and transform the land 
into a wilderness of its own self-willed creation.  

This wilderness landscape is deeply connected to the 
former livestock industry that once occupied the space. 
Initially, the land determined the position for the Stock 
Yard as the site was a convergence of a number of 
different railway lines. This made it possible for the 
livestock industry to thrive, creating a center for cattle 

transportation and success that lasted decades. This 
history now shapes its future. Each remnant of the site’s 
industrial past gives the space breadth, depth and insights 
into a time when the yard was alive. The history of this 
place is now what defines it. 

After years of contamination, the former Stock Yards site is 
more difficult to sell, as the land is in need of remediation 
before it can be repurposed. While the property remains 
vacant, nature has slowly begun to repair the damage to 
the land; growing, removing and healing the contaminants 
that lay beneath the surface. While it would take several 
decades -if not longer, to return the soil to its natural 
balance, the wild has decided to take the first steps 
towards recovery. These contaminated landscapes 
are a reminder that we should be more mindful of the 
consequences of our actions, as they define our future. 
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As Stated in Chapter 1, the archetypal wilderness types 
are judged according to “how they are perceived by an 
individual rather than their nature characteristics and 
composition”[63]. The forms of perception as described are; 
“sight, sound, smell, touch and feel of a landscape… [and 
any other] …qualities that influence the human ability to 
judge whether or not a landscape is wild”[64].

Archetype

Citations
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Light Distribution Winnipeg
Krista Goodman
November 14 2015.
Map Made based off of information from 
Navteq and Microsoft Corporation. “Light Pollution Map”. 
Available at: <http://www.lightpollutionmap.info/#zoom=1
0&lat=6427469.60244&lon=-10816121.27367&layers=B0T
FFFFTT>. Accessed December 2nd 2015.
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Wilderness is more than just nature as the geological 
composition of a landscape is not enough to emulate a 
wilderness. What I have come to identify as wilderness 
is dependent on both physical nature characteristics of 
the landscape as well as a psychological manifestation. 
Therefore the archetypes of wilderness place emphasis 
on the experience of wilderness that is particular to 
each individual. Particularly, the Wilderness of the Dark 
is a form of Conditional Wilderness, as the “surrounding 
environmental conditions can affect a person’s judgement 
as they enter into a space, greatly changing the way that 
space is perceived. Smell, sound, light, temperature and 
many other factors can potentially change the way in 
which a person feels within a landscape”[65]. 

The darkness is something we all fear, not just as children. 
In darkness our vision becomes dulled and we rely on 
our other senses to interpret what it is that we think we 
see. Wilderness of the Dark specifically ensues when 
an individual interprets a landscape as being wild and 
unpredictable that would otherwise be interpreted 
differently had there been light[66]. One of the pioneers 
Citations
[65] Krista Goodman. LARC 7300: Landscape Topics. 39.
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Wilderness Archetype _ Wilderness of the Dark
of ecopsychology, Laura Sewall described darkness as the 
platform in which “one’s imagination rises to the surface in 
full flower, full of the mythic, full of hope, and full of fear. 
In darkness, we see many faces of our imaginations”[67]. As 
we move throughout the dark, our imagination interprets 
our surroundings. While darkness can create a sense of 
comfort and safety, this feeling can quickly change once a 
particular element within the site is interpreted as being 
potentially unruly and unpredictable. Something rustling 
in the bushes or the glimpse of an unknown person 
can quickly change the feeling of the space, creating a 
wilderness. 

In order to prolong sight, light has been used to offset 
darkness. With the widespread use of power lighting, 
the over illumination of the night sky is becoming an 
increasing problem. An abundance of overly bright and 
overly lit exterior light fixtures are the main causes for 
concern. As described by the Dark Sky Organization, most 
“outdoor lighting used at night is inefficient, overly bright, 
poorly targeted, improperly shielded, and, in many cases, 
completely unnecessary. This light, and the electricity 
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used to create it, is being wasted by spilling it into the 
sky, rather than focusing it on to the actual objects and 
areas that people want illuminated”[68]. Millions, if not, 
billions of lights shine throughout the night illuminating 
our built environment. With our aversion to darkness, we 
have over compensated for our fear of the dark. We have 
become what has been described as “a culture afraid of 
the dark”[69]. 

Much of the sky above major cities has been overly 
illuminated, creating an overcast of skyglow that 
interferes with our ability to see the majority of stars 
in the sky. This over illumination is what is referred 
to as light pollution. As our bodies, the environment 
and wildlife require the night as a part of our natural 
rhythms, light pollution has led to many issues such as; 
the disruption of the normal function of ecosystems, 
disrupting the rhythm of wildlife (especially nocturnal 
animals), increasing energy consumption and even 
causing harm to the health of humans. Plants, animals 
and humans require the dark in order to maintain regular 
functions in order to “govern life-sustaining behaviors 
such as reproduction, nourishment, sleep and protection 
from predators”[70]. Humans in specific require the dark 
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in order for the human body to produce melatonin 
which “induces sleep, boosts the immune system, lowers 
cholesterol, and helps the functioning of the thyroid, 
pancreas, ovaries, testes and adrenal glands”[71]. As the 
majority of the human population lives in places where 
there is a large amount of light pollution, this becomes a 
serious issue[72]. 

Recent images taken from space show just how bright our 
cities have become at night. From this a series of maps 
have been made, showing the spread of light pollution at 
night. Using this information, both brighter and darker 
points can be seen within the city of Winnipeg[73]. The 
Assiniboine Forest is one of the darkest places in which 
to view the night sky within Winnipeg. The 287 hectares 
of land[74] is undeveloped and remains without light 
standards. The interior of the forest is the darkest as it is 
sheltered and furthest from the surrounding light sources. 
Because of the lack of lighting, this mean that the forest 
habitat is healthier as plants and animals rely on normal 
day-night rhythms. This wilderness offers a place of 
refuge where wildlife and humans can enjoy the rest and 
peace of night. 
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“Guidance”.
Krista Goodman.
November 25 2015.
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“Blistering Forest”
Krista Goodman.
December 19 2015.
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The man responsible for the development of the town 
of Tuxedo was Frederick William Huebach. From 1879 
to 1893 he worked as an accountant for Hudson’s Bay 
Company, followed by Manager of the Winnipeg Industrial 
Development Exhibition Association. In 1902 Huebach 
became a real estate broker, leading to the creation of 
the company of Tuxedo Park Company Limited (TPCL) in 
1905. The company had recently acquired 3000 acres 
of land for the development of Tuxedo. TPCL then hired 
landscape architect Rickson A. Outhet, apprentice of 
Frederick Law Olmsted, to design the plan for “Tuxedo 
Park”[75]. However, Outhet’s plan was never used. After 
TPCL acquired more land, they commissioned the Olmsted 
brothers for another plan for the Tuxedo area[76]. Both 
designs had planned for the University of Manitoba to be 
relocated south of the Assiniboine Park with residential 
development filling out the remaining area. However, due 
to the depression after World War 1, the development 
halted from the lack of funds[77].

In the years to follow, the Manitoba Agricultural College 
out grew its location and subsequently moved to its current 
University of Manitoba location along south Pembina 
in 1907[78], and the land of the Assiniboine Forest stayed 
undeveloped. As the forest bordered the residential 
development, the surrounding community started to use 
it recreationally. The area that had been set aside for the 
University was later developed as the Tuxedo Golf Course 
in 1933[79]. Finally, in the 1960’s, local residents and the 
City of Winnipeg Councilor Bernie R. Wolfe, wanted to have 
the forest protected but the town of Tuxedo was too small 
to take on such a project. The protection of the forest was 
made possible when the town was amalgamated into the 
city of Winnipeg in 1971. After much insistence from the 
public, the city agreed to protect the 287 hectare forest[80], 
preserving it as a municipal nature park[81].  

Citations
[75] Manitoba Historical Society. ”Historical Tours in Manitoba: History and Walking Tour of Tuxedo”. Available at: 
<http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/features/walkingtours/tuxedo/>. Accessed February 21st 2016.
[76] City of Winnipeg. “City of Winnipeg Records Committee: Annual Report”. 2012. Available at: <http://www.
winnipeg.ca/clerks/pdfs/2012RecordsReport.pdf>. Accessed February 21st 2016.
[77] Manitoba Historical Society. “History and Walking Tour of Tuxedo”.
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html>. Accessed February 21st 2016.
[79] Ours Winnipeg. “Parks and Golf Courses in Winnipeg - Historical Highlights”, Outdoor Urban Recreational Spaces. 
<http://www.ours-winnipeg.com/uploads/1/0/0/9/10092894/parks_and_golf_courses_in_winnipeg_-_historical.pdf>.
[80] Neighborhoods of Winnipeg, “Tuxedo Municipality”, City of Winnipeg. Available at: <hhttp://now.winnipeg.ca/
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The Assiniboine Forest is predominantly an aspen-
oak grove habitat. The site is composed of various 
landscape types as well as different trails to explore 
the surroundings. The types feature woodland, 
prairie meadows, a piece of restored tall grass 
prairie and two wetlands that also feature the Eve 
Werier Memorial Pond as well as the Charleswood 
Rotary Boardwalk. These landscapes host a variety 
of plant species that are present within the habitat: 
trees, shrubs, flowers, and a variety of prairie 
grasses. Throughout these habitats there are 
different trails that circulate visitors to key points 
throughout the forest. The trails are composed 
of paved, woodchip and limestone pathways. A 
few of these pathways are the results of road cuts 
made as the initial phases of development in the 
1920s. There are two horizontal cuts south of Grant 
Avenue as well as two to three vertical cuts of 
different lengths in between Eldridge Avenue and 
Shaftsbury Boulevard[82]. Finally, the paved trails 
surrounding the boundaries of the site, connect 
with the trails from Assiniboine Park. 

Physical AnalysisSite and Physical Context
The Assiniboine Forest is bound by Roblin Boulevard to the 
north, Wilkes Avenue to the south, Shaftsbury Avenue to 
the east and Chalfront Road to the west. The site is also 
dissected by Grant Avenue. The Tuxedo Golf Course and 
the Canadian Mennonite University occupy the north-east 
corner of the city blocks.

[82] Ibid.
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Stretching for kilometers the trembling 
aspens stand tall, blowing in the wind. 
The leaves rustle as a cool breeze blows 
over the highest reaching branches of the 
forest. The forest is an anomaly within the 
city, a vast refuge of green amongst the 
concrete development. Streets halt and 
redirect, building a safe haven for the wild. 
The neighbourhood was built around this 
forest, protecting it. Like guards positioned 
at a post, so do the houses stand watch. 

I follow the path that leads within. The 
trees grow thick, unencumbered and 
restricted by the urban boundaries. Here, 
animals and people alike can penetrate 
and percolate through the trees and the 
trails. This place calls to those who wish 
to reconnect with nature, a place for a 
wandering spirit to roam.

At night the city slumbers while the forest awakens to the call of 
the moon. The quiet unnoticed animals of the day creep out of 
their hiding places and rustle, scavenging through the trees. The 
nocturnal animals spend their nights scavenging one of the few 
places left within the city where there is enough space to be left to 
their own. The coyote stalks out the deer that have gathered here, 
trying to hide amongst the protection of humans.

[1]
“Coyotes Howling”
Wiki Commons.
Accessed December 1st 2015.

Available at: <https://s-media-cache-
ak0.pinimg.com/236x/8f/34/53/8f345
3491616dcdf08337b073454d94c.jpg>.

Experience of Place

[1]
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Summary
The Assiniboine Forest was chosen as an example of 
the Wilderness of the Dark archetype. As wilderness is 
more than just nature, this wilderness is experienced 
as a manifestation of the mind. Wilderness of the Dark 
ensues when an individual interprets a landscape as 
being wild and unpredictable that would otherwise be 
interpreted differently had there been light. Depending 
on the circumstances of the experience, the forest can 
either be interpreted as safe or as dangerous. If a person 
is comfortable and reassured while entering into the dark, 
the space will be interpreted as enjoyable. The space 
will become dangerous if these preconceived notions of 
safety are broken, such as the sound of rustling of bushes- 
indicating a presence of something, or sight of something 
unknown, such as an unfamiliar person. 

Due to the lack of lighting within the Assiniboine Forest, 
this site is considered to be one of the darkest areas 
within the city to which to view the night sky. The site 
was initially part of the plan for the town of Tuxedo but 

unforeseen circumstances halted the development of the 
land, leaving several small road cuts throughout the site. 
After several years of no development the surrounding 
community developed a fondness for the forest and sought 
preservation. A series of trails and landmarks were later 
added throughout the forest, stemming from these initial 
road cuts. 

Although the site never became what was intended, the 
Forest became what the neighborhood wanted. By halting 
the construction for the area, the surrounding community 
was able to build a relationship and attachment for the 
forest. In a way, the community working to save the 
Assiniboine Forest became an effort to improve their 
health. As light pollution continues to be an issue, places 
like the Assiniboine Forest become increasingly important. 
By searching for the Wilderness of the Dark, we can begin 
to identify the types of landscapes that enable a darker 
night and better health.
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“Wild Base”
Krista Goodman
September 15 2015.

CFB Winnipeg (south)
[Kapyong Barracks and South Site Housing Lands]

Wilderness of Absence



87

Chapter 3 - There is a N
ew

 W
ild Everyw

here.

Absent. The word implies a lack of something as 
though missing or lost. Lands that are empty, barren, 
vacant, deserted and devoid, are often associated with 
wilderness even though they are completely dissociated 
with nature – to which wilderness landscapes are often 
attached. The wilderness in this sense is a reaction to our 
inability to meet our perceived notion of place with our 
expectations of that place. The Wilderness of Absence is 
the interpretation of wilderness, “in relation to a void in 
perceptions, upsetting our preconceived notions of that 
particular space”[83]. There are certain spaces that we 
naturally associate with wilderness but there are others 
that we learn to understand as an archetype of wilderness. 
Our senses are extremely important for the way in which 
we process, understand and engage the world. This 
process can be thought of as our archetypal sensibility. We 
sense a particular problem within the space. Something 
is wrong. We sense it and we know it. This phenomenon 
is described by Laura Sewell as the process of someone 
who “sees that which is possible embedded in what is real, 
bridging between seen and unseen realms with memory 
and imagination”[84]. The wilderness condition presents as a 
reaction to the engagement within a particular space. 

This wilderness type manifests in the elements absent 
within a landscape; a lack of noise, a lack of people, or a 
lack of movement. There are many singular occurrences 
of the Wilderness of Absence within Winnipeg, but this 
type is no better imbued than in the Kapyong Barracks. 
This large parcel of land has sat vacant for many years 
within the city as its fate is yet to be determined. The 
site that had once been teeming with military personnel 
and expertise has since been left empty. The barracks is 
not altogether abandoned as there are members who 
remain to take care of the facilities. The vast scale of the 
space coupled with the void of the people who had once 
occupied the space makes it feel ominous. This landscape 
gives the appearance of lying in wait. The abandoned/not 
abandoned nature of the site is an unsettling contrast. The 
surrounding neighbourhood is of equally unsettling nature 
as a large portion of the houses remain empty. Much of the 
soldiers and their families had moved when the operations 
of the base moved, leaving a surplus of housing and land.

Citations
[83] Krista Goodman. LARC 7300: Landscape Topics. 40.
[84] Laura Sewall. Sense and Sensibility. 208.

Wilderness Archetype _ 
Wilderness of Absence
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Images [1-5]
“Waiting”
Krista Goodman
September 15 2015.
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[85] Bruce Forsyth. “Canadian Forces Base Winnipeg (South) – Kapyong Barracks”, Canadian Military History.  
Available at: <http://militarybruce.com/abandoned-canadian-military-bases/abandoned-bases/manitoba/>. Accessed 
December 8th 2015.

Citations
[86] Mary Agnes Welch. “Kapyong Barracks: 10 Things to Bring you up to Speed“, Winnipeg Free Press. 
(September 23 2015). Online. Available at: <http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/local/Kapyong-
Barracks-10-things-to-bring-you-up-to-speed-328930661.html>. Accessed December 8th 2015.
[87] Ibid.
[88] Government of Canada. “The Strategic Disposal of CFB Winnipeg (South): Kapyong Barracks and 
The South Site Housing Lands“, National Defense and the Canadian Armed Forces. Available at: <http://
www.forces.gc.ca/en/news/article.page?doc=the-strategic-disposal-of-cfb-winnipeg-south-kapyong-
barracks-and-the-south-site-housing-lands/hnps1tlv>. Accessed December 8th 2015.

The CFB Winnipeg (South) lands contain both the Kapyong 
Barracks and the South Site Housing Lands. The army 
base was opened before the start of World War 2 under 
the name of Fort Osborne Barracks. The barracks was 90 
hectares in size with over 50 buildings and warehouses. 
After the war the Prairie Command Headquarters took 
control of the site and provided support services for the 
units. Following this, 350 housing units were built for the 
soldiers and families that were employed at the base. In 
1968 the barracks merged with RCAF Station to form CFB 
Winnipeg (south). In 1973 the Fort Osborne Barracks was 
renamed to Kapyong Barracks after the battle that had 
taken place at Kapyong during the Korean war. During the 
90’s the site was constricted to just 65 hectares, selling the 
remaining land to civilians. Soon, in 2000 the German Army 
withdrew from its training establishment near CFB Shilo, 
influencing the closure of the Winnipeg base. As the army 
did not require the use of both bases and as the Kapyong 
barracks was smaller and aging, Shilo was the logical 
choice. The barracks was officially closed in 2004 with a 
formal ceremony and parade to pay tribute to the men and 
women who had once served there[85]. 

Currently the barracks sits vacant and deteriorating. In 
2007 the land was originally intended to be sold to Canada 
Lands Corporation for redevelopment[86] but has since been 
under dispute for First Nation land claims. These disputes 
halted the sale of the lands until a decision could be made 
in court. Following several years and several court cases, 
the sale of the barracks is now underway. The courts ruled 
in favor of the First Nation communities of Treaty 1 to be 
consulted during the sale of the land before a final decision 
is made.  Although the First Nations have expressed 
interest in the purchase, the court case does not guarantee 
a sale if they do not agree upon a mutual deal[87]. Separate 
from the barracks property, the South Site Housing Lands 
are currently occupied but eventually will be sold off as 
well. Currently there are 358 residential units with 230 
units occupied, 126 vacant and two office spaces. These 
homes continue to house soldiers and their families while 
the empty homes are maintained by the Canadian Forces 
Housing Agency[88].

Background
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CFB Winnipeg (south) is divided into two parts; the 
Kapyong Barracks and the South Site Housing Lands. There 
are roughly 30 buildings that are still located within the 
confines of the Barracks. The majority of the outdoor space 
is lawn that is carefully maintained. But, the maintenance 
for the site only goes so far. There are a few portions of the 
site that are covered by large concrete slabs. The concrete 
in the area is slowly degrading, crumbling and allowing for 
plants to grow between the cracks. Even the buildings are 
starting to show signs of decay. More than a few buildings 
are crumbling, mouldy, peeling lead paint and one building 
in particular has water pooling in the basement[89]. The 
main buildings are located off of Kenaston Boulevard. The 
main entrance to the site is off of Grant Avenue but there 
are also access point along Taylor Avenue, Morpeth Avenue 
and several different points along Kenaston Boulevard. 
Citations
[89] Bruce Forsyth. Canadian Forces Base Winnipeg (South).  

Physical Analysis

The CFB Winnipeg (South) parcel of land is located between 
Corydon Avenue to the north, to the south of Taylor Avenue 
until the railway line and to the east and west surrounding 
Kenaston Boulevard.  

Site and Physical Context

There are several circulating roads within the interior of 
the site. The main road is Kapyong Avenue, with smaller 
arterial roads branching and circulating back around. 

The roads in the residential area are laid out in a linear 
north-south fashion with slight curving near the edges 
of the neighbourhood. The houses are all very similar in 
style; painted white, have no fences and have very few 
personal touches. All of the lawns are equally maintained 
and groomed. The occupied houses verses empty houses 
can be distinguished by a few different details. Occupied 
houses show further signs of care. In empty houses the 
dust starts to gather on the windows, mail slips put into the 
mailboxes, and the obvious lack of activity. The entire area 
is tidy enough that it looks like the houses are waiting until 
the time that it can be filled with life again.
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Image [1]
“Attention”
Sargent Norm McLean. Canadian 
Armed Forces, Government of 
Canada. (November 9 2013)
Accessed December 1st 2015.

<http://www.forces.gc.ca/
assets/FORCES_Internet/images/
operations-article/afg-legacy/
IS2013-0004-82.jpg>.

As the wars rage on we pay tribute to the places that 
have kept us safe. This was not the place of the war, this 
was our home. We built the community to keep our own. 

Following command our soldiers moved west, leaving 
the buildings. Purposeless the structures now stand as 
empty shells waiting for new life. 

[1]

Experience of Place
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Summary
The CFB Winnipeg (South) property was chosen as an 
example of the Wilderness of Absence archetype. The word 
absent implies a lack of something as though missing or 
lost. The wilderness itself is not missing something but 
instead is found within the void of something else. The 
wilderness of Absence occurs when there is an inability of 
the individual to meet the perceived notion of place with 
the individual’s expectations of that place[90]. An entire 
housing development void of people is perceived as eerie 
as we expect the presence of people to be living within the 
development. 

The CFB Winnipeg (South) was once a major army barracks 
based within the city of Winnipeg. Built before the Second 
World War, CFB Winnipeg was host and home to hundreds 
of army soldiers and their families. For decades thousands 
of men and women occupied the area while the base was 
operational. After the central army base moved to CFB 
Shilo, a large portion of CFB Winnipeg was vacated, leaving 
dozens of buildings and homes unoccupied. The compound 

now exists as a sad shell, reminding passersby of the 
utility that the barracks once served. Although most of the 
buildings are empty, the area continues to be manicured 
and maintained creating the illusion of occupancy. The 
tended look of the area creates the sense of ownership but 
upon a closer inspection of the neighborhood, it quickly 
becomes apparent that something is missing. Where are 
all the people? The realization that the buildings are empty 
creates a striking contrast. 

By exploring the wilderness of absence, we begin to 
understand the conditions of temporary and transitory 
spaces. The maintenance of the site is an indicator of 
importance and care. Even though the army base has 
moved, until the site fully transitions into a new function, 
the property will be maintained. The history of the site 
is a high motivator in the maintenance of the space. The 
care taken on the site is a way of showing respect for the 
soldiers and their families who had called the site home 
while stationed in the city. 

Citations
[90] Krista Goodman. LARC 7300: Landscape Topics. 40.
[91] Laura Sewall. Sense and Sensibility. 208.
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“Pathway”
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Bluestem Nature Park
Wilderness of Violence
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Sometimes bad things happen to people who do not 
deserve it. The willingness and intent of causing harm 
or violence to another person is perhaps one of the 
worst human traits. People who cause physical harm 
are generally percieved to be immoral, wild and 
unpredictable people. Pervasive social perceptions are 
the determining factors that deem the actions of these 
wild individuals to be right or wrong[92]. To be violent is in 
direct violation of an individual’s moral and social values. 
These actions are disregardful and unrestrained by reason 
or prudence. The Wilderness of Violence and Murder is 
a space that has been stigmatized after a violent event 
and has since created disruption, chaos and fear of that 
particular space. This type of wilderness is initiated by 
the people who cause harm and the places they leave 
in the wake of their destruction. The places where these 
events have occurred become stigmatized, resulting in an 
archetype of wilderness. 

Predicting violent events are near impossible without 
warning. Predicting or foreseeing the actions of others 
is impossible but there are people capable of tragically 
altering the perception of safety for a large collection 
of people. When a violent action happens in a place 
or a space to which a person is familiar, the event 
may drastically alter the perception of that space. The 
perception will become “negative until enough time has 
passed in order to rebuild trust”[93]. Stigmatization of a 
space is a powerful motivator as it often has emotional 
attachment directly related to the incident that has 
taken place. Depending on the violent action that was 
taken, the emotional stigma will be dealt with in different 
ways. Kenneth Foote describes the process of dealing 
with these sorts of violent landscapes as “coming to 
terms with shameful events people wish to forget”[94]. 
In situations of violence but no murder, the space where 
the incident occurs will often be eradicated of the 

Citations
[92] Krista Goodman. LARC 7300: Landscape Topics. 39.

Citations
[93] Ibid.
[94] Kenneth E. Foote. Shadowed Ground: America’s Landscapes of Violence and Tragedy. (Austin, Texas: University of 
Texas Press. 1997) 179.

Wilderness Archetype _ 
Wilderness of Violence
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traces of the event. For murder events, the space and or 
landscape that have become stigmatized will be dealt 
with differently depending upon the scale at which the 
tragedy has impacted the surrounding community. If 
the community experiences shame towards the event, it 
“can be a powerful motive to obliterate all reminders of 
tragedy and violence”[95]. When the tragedy resonates 
with the community, they seek “to memorialize a tragedy, 
remember an event, and honor its victims; obliteration 
stems from the wish to hide violence and forget 
tragedy”[96].

Within the city of Winnipeg, there are few violent crimes 
that have been committed that have resonated with the 
community to the point of memorialization, although 
the city has one of the highest violent crimes rates in the 
country. For the year 2014, Winnipeg was announced as 
the violent crime capital of Canada, yet again[97]. With the 
events that had occurred that year, it was no wonder.

Citations
[98] Unknown. “Teens Robbed and Help at Knifepoint in Polo Park Area”, Winnipeg Free Press. (July 15th 2014). 
Available at: <http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/local/Teens-robbed-at-knifepoint-in-Polo-Park-area-267178561. 
html>. Accessed December 8th 2015.
[99] Ibid. 
[100] Ibid.

On July 12th 2014, three teens were held hostage at 
knife point for more than an hour. The three victims, 
two women and a man, left Polo Park Shopping Mall and 
headed east towards Bluestem Nature Park. They were 
robbed and threatened by five men at 4 in the afternoon[98]. 
The teens had been taking photos when the assailants 
surrounded them. They were robbed at knife point. This 
quiet park had been an innocent landscape, caught up in 
the malicious intentions of others. The thieves had masks, 
knives and other ways of threatening and intimidating the 
teens. One of the aggressors had taken to intimidating 
the teens by describing himself as “the slicer”[99]. Another 
wore a “scary clown mask”[100]. This colorful description 
of the events was used in media to influence citizens and 
catch those responsible. How many of the parents within 
the area have taken extra precaution with their children 
when they visit this park? How many people have chosen 
a different path to walk?  This violent event was certainly 
an anomaly but it greatly influenced the family and 
community of those involved. 

Citations
[95] Ibid., 174.
[96] Ibid.
[97] Jim Bender. “Winnipeg Still Violent Crime Capital of Canada”, Winnipeg Sun. (July 23 2014). Available at: <http://
www.winnipegsun.com/2014/07/23/winnipeg-still-violent-crime-capital-of-canada>. Accessed December 8th 2015.
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“Rejuvenated”
Krista Goodman
June 23 2015.
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Images [1-4].
“Creek Views”
Krista Goodman
June 23 2015.
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December 7th 2015.
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Citations
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Bluestem Nature Park is a part of the larger Omand’s 
Creek Greenway Trail. In the 1980’s the creek was a 
barren habitat that resembled nothing more than a 
ditch alongside the road[101]. The Omand’s Creek stream 
system is “one of the most redirected waterways in 
Winnipeg”[102].  The current placement of Omand’s Creek is 
the consequence of having diverted water from the former 
Colony Creek system downtown. In 1985 commercial 
development threatened to pave over a large portion of 
the creek. This spurred public protests from local residents 
who, in joint with the Manitoba Naturalists Society, 
prevented the covering of the creek. They were able to 
convince the provincial government to swap land with the 
developer in order to save that portion of the creek. This 
land was then developed into what is now Bluestem Nature 

Background
Park[103]. The river banks were then re-stabilized and a tall 
grass prairie habitat was established. The creek continues 
to serve as an important habitat for many urban wildlife 
and fish who use the creek as spawning grounds off of 
the Assiniboine River[104]. Since then other parts of the 
creek have been redone as surrounding industrial sites 
have contaminated the water and soil of Omand’s Creek, 
further upstream from the park. The creek was included 
in an environmental impact report for the assessment of 
the former Dominion Bridge Operations land, through 
which the creek runs. After the report was published 
in 2013, the entire section of creek and riverbed was 
redone, further cleaning up and improving the water 
quality of  the stream[105]. 
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The Bluestem Nature Park is a riparian prairie-stream 
ecosystem and is approximately 3.2 hectares[106].The 
majority of the site is devoted to native trees, shrubs, 
prairie grasses and wildflowers. This habitat was 
established by both the transplanting of prairie sods and 
Citations
[106] Neighborhoods of Winnipeg. “Blue Stem Nature Park”, City of Winnipeg. Available at: <http://now.winnipeg.ca/
conStruct/view/?uri=http%3A%2F%2Fnow.winnipeg.ca%2Fdatasets%2FPark_and_open_space%2F1387&dataset=http
%3A%2F%2Fnow.winnipeg.ca%2Fdatasets%2FPark_and_open_space%2F>. Accessed December 8th 2015.

Citations
[107] City of Winnipeg. “Omands Creek”. Winnipeg Trails Guide. 

Physical Analysis

the seeding of native prairie grasses and wildflowers[107]. 
There are two main circulating pathways throughout 
the park, one to the east of the creek and one to the 
west, along the edge of the park. The eastern pathway 
branches out, connecting the neighbouring community, 
through the park and to nearby commercial shops. The 
western pathway stems from Empress Street and continues 
south along the edge of the park. Within Bluestem Park, 
the east and west pathways are connected through an 
arching bridge that spans the creek. The pedestrian 
bridge is painted a bright blue and stands out against the 
vegetation. The two main features of the park are the 
pedestrian bridge as well as a rail bridge. The railway line 
runs north-south and joins up with the western pathway, 
spanning Portage Avenue and connecting with Omand 
Park. The railway bridge within the park is crumbling and 
full of graffiti, appearing to be much older and in desperate 
need of repair. Nonetheless, the old bridge offers an 
interesting view within the park.  

The Blue Stem Nature Park is located within the 
commercial area of St James.  Bluestem Nature Park is a 
part of the larger Omand’s Creek Greenway Trail. The creek 
flows from the west until Saskatchewan Avenue, where it 
bends to the north-south and continues until it empties into 
the Assiniboine River. The trail itself does not run the entire 
length of the creek but runs from Sargent Avenue all the 
way to the river. The width of the trail is very narrow and is 
constrained by the surrounding commercial development. 
To the west is Empress Street and to the east of the 
majority of the site, is a railway line. 

Site and Physical Context
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“Blue Stem Nature Collage”,
Krista Goodman.
January 21st 2016.

Butterflies were in flight over a mixture of flowers and grass. 
The lush green grass almost looked like a carpet, spreading 
throughout the area. Moving through this meadow, the tips of 
the strands flicked back and forth around the knees like waves 
moving in and out at the shore of a lake. Strange to think that 
such a beautiful place can have something to have gone so wrong. 
No one could have known the intentions of these wild men. 

I can only imagine what the victims felt…
I can imagine that one of the men was laughing as he pulled 
out a knife at waved it menacingly at their faces... I can imagine 
the sheer terror at the realized that they were surrounded, 
outnumbered and helpless... I can imagine the sinking feeling of I 
just want to go home.

Experience of Place
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Summary
The Blue Stem Nature Park was chosen as an example of 
the Wilderness of Violence archetype. When a wild person 
is introduced within a space they can be unpredictable 
and potentially violent in nature. These wild people are 
generally disregardful of the safety of others and are 
morally unrestrained by pervasive social perceptions. This 
wilderness is a consequence of a violent act, changing the 
relationship of the innocent individual to that particular 
landscape. Specifically, the Wilderness of Violence is 
defined as a space that has been stigmatized after a violent 
event and has since created disruption, chaos and fear of 
that particular space.

While beautiful, the Blue Stem Nature Park is the 
unfortunate location of a violent event. Initially, the 
site was saved by the Manitoba Naturalist Society and 
neighboring residents who did not want to see this portion 
of Omands Creek covered and enclosed. The aim of the 
park was to clean up and stabilize a portion of the creek 
by re-establishing a portion of tall grass prairie habitat. 

Looking at the sea of lush prairie grass and wildflowers, 
it is hard to believe that this beautiful place would be 
location for such a heinous crime. The quiet and innocent 
park is the unfortunate by-product by the malicious 
intentions of others. After enough time, the park can 
recover and regain a sense of community for those affected 
by the incident the actions of those wild people.

By exploring the wilderness of violence, we begin to 
understand the relationship between individual and space. 
Although some people may want to reassess the safety of 
the area of wilderness, no matter the level of safety, some 
violent acts are simply not preventable. We can however 
work together to rebuild and reenchant the space. This 
landscape is really about the strength and resiliency of 
these stigmatized spaces and their relationship to the 
individual. By working to rebuild a positive relationship 
with the landscape, we can begin to heal it to create a 
fuller wilderness experience. 
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There are a large variety of wilderness spaces found within 
the city of Winnipeg. Wilderness types are divided into a 
typology and an archetype. As Wilderness is both a physical 
and psychological condition, both of these aspects were 
explored through their physical features as well as their 
history and narratives. Each type of wilderness is created 
differently.

Sustained wilderness is a preserved landscape that has been 
saved in order to defend endangered ecological species and 
habitat. This type of wilderness serves to remind and teach 
us about the importance of  lost ecologies.

Simulated wilderness is a form of wilding where a landscape 
has been actively designed to create the illusion of a pristine 
landscape. This type is often used to create a wilderness 
after plant ecologies have been lost due to disturbance or 
development. As pristine wilderness landscapes continue to 
diminish, this wilderness is important due to its role in the 
establishment of new habitats.

***
Summary of Case Studies

Returned wilderness is a form of wilding where the landscape 
has been passively regained by the surrounding nature in 
order to create a new wilderness state. Often occurring on 
vacant and industrial land, the wilding of the land slowly 
works to remove contaminants from the soil. In many ways 
the history of the landscape now defines its future. 

Wilderness of the dark ensues when the landscape is 
interpreted as being wild, that would otherwise be interpreted 
differently had there been light. As the urban environment is 
usually artificially lit at night, the history of the space is often 
related to its dark condition. By being mindful of the darkness 
of spaces, we can begin to strengthen the health of the 
surrounding environment. 

Wilderness of absence ensues when a landscape does not 
meet the preconceived notion of the individual while in a 
particular landscape. There is a lack of something that is 
perceived by the individual. By exposing the temporality of 
these types of spaces, we begin to  find opportunity as it 
transitions between uses.
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Wilderness of violence occurs in the wake of a violent 
event, stigmatizing the surrounding landscape. By studying 
these types of spaces we can begin to understand the 
relationship of the individual to particular spaces and their 
ability to recover and heal after a violent event. 

The case study was meant to explore and expand our 
preconceived notions of wilderness. Through these 
narrations, we begin to express the ideas and concepts of 
wilderness. These concepts are highlighted through the 
stories and history of the different wilderness spaces and 
the meaning that they hold. By exploring the composition, 
narratives and meaning behind these landscapes I believe 
we gain insight into what wilderness is and its importance 
to the discipline to landscape architecture. 
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“Bridging Neighbourhoods”
Krista Goodman
July 20 2015.

Louise Bridge, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Wildness at Heart
“This is the irony and painful contradiction of language: that we sense that 
the world makes sense, we notice evidence that it follows rules or obeys a 
law, we intimate some greater order around us, but in the final analysis we 
are at a loss to account for the meaning of it, precisely because meaning 
arises from the relation between ourselves and the world.” 

-Robert P. Harrison, 
“Towards a Philosophy of Nature”, Uncommon 
Ground: Rethinking the Human Place in Nature. 
ed. William Cronon. New York: W. W. Norton & 
Company, 1995-1996. 433.
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Urban areas have been referred to as jungles. 
After exploring the city of Winnipeg I could not 
help but think this was true. While I walked the 
cold hard ground, my eye caught a glimmer of 
movement on the horizon. A flicker of a tail flashed 
towards my gaze as a group of figures bounced 
out of sight. Deer. They are everywhere - not just 
sighted at one wilderness space, or two, nor three. 
These deer as well as other kinds of wildlife have a 
way of percolating through the confines of urban 
development. 

The wild activity within some of the more forgotten 
spaces is far more vivid than what you might 
encounter in the sanctioned wilderness spaces 
protected by the city of Winnipeg. Entering into 
such a space makes you aware. Everything was 
quieter here and offered a place to hide. Lots of 
food and no predators, what more could a deer 
ask? Although smaller, urban wilderness has a lot 
to offer. These habitats survive in the in-betweens, 
pockets of spontaneous nature. Urban wilderness 
is the refuge amidst chaos, offering what little 
sanctuary there is left. 

After much exploration of the different wilderness areas 
within Winnipeg, the neighborhoods of north and south 
Point Douglas were chosen for further exploration. The 
area has a rich history and an abundance of wilderness 
spaces, offering a great place to further my exploration of 
wilderness. Being one of the founding neighborhoods of 
the city, Point Douglas is an important part to the history 
of the city of Winnipeg. The area is located north-west of 
the downtown area of the city. The neighborhoods of Point 
Douglas are in direct relation to the neighborhoods of 
the North End, Waterfront, East Exchange and Centennial 
areas. The area is also linked to the Elmwood and St 
Boniface areas that are directly across the river from the 
Point Douglas neighborhoods.

Introduction
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“Louise Connection”,
Krista Goodman.
October 16th 2015.
North Point Douglas,
Winnipeg, Manitoba.
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At the beginning off the 1900’s Winnipeg was a wild place. 
The city was unpredictable, harsh and scrambling to 
accommodate the influx of people to a newly settled land. 
Winnipeg was destined to grow to be one of the largest 
cities but by 1914, the opening of the Panama Canal 
shifted the entire dynamics of the commerce industry. 
Winnipeg had been rising to the top, expanding to be the 
third largest Canadian city and was the epicenter of trade 
throughout the North American Continent[1]. Winnipeg held 
the key position at the heart of the continent, dispersing 
goods and passengers throughout the nation. At the time 
it was considered the “gateway through which all the 
commerce of the East and the West, and the North and the 
South must flow”[2]. However, the building of the Panama 
Canal undercut the position of this blossoming Canadian 
city. There were several attempts throughout the later 
parts of the 1800’s to build the canal but proving to be 
exceedingly difficult the canal was never realized until the 
1900’s.  The construction of the canal was an important 
endeavor meant to significantly reduce the transportation 
time and distance to arrive at western city ports. By cutting 
through the continent, the shipments of goods to western 
Canadian ports by boat became 8000 kilometers closer 
to European ports and eliminated the need to be shipped 
by train across the continent and through Winnipeg[3]. 
Soon after the canal’s opening, the western port city 

of Vancouver became the epicenter of trade and the 
importance of Winnipeg dwindled out. The prairie city 
was eventually bypassed altogether for the majority 
of transportation in the West, as there was no longer 
a need for commerce to pass through the heart of the 
continent[4]. 

There were several railway lines that passed through 
the City of Winnipeg. Most of the lines were owned or 
used by: Canadian Pacific Railway, Grand Trunk Pacific 
Railway, and the Canadian Northern Railway which 
was formed from the amalgamation of Winnipeg Great 
Northern Railway, and Lake Manitoba Railway and 
Canal Company[5]. These railways were in many ways 
responsible for many major developments within the 
city as well as across the nation. Previously, Mayor 
F. E. Cornish of Winnipeg convinced Canadian Pacific 
Railway to bring its main east-west line through his 
city. This resulted in a clear cut of the city into northern 
and southern portions[6]. Along with the lines came the 
businesses, factories and other industries that relied on 
the railway for the transportation of their goods. Places 
like the neighborhood of Point Douglas, were once known 
to be affluent areas and home to some of the founding 
families of Winnipeg. But, once the rail line was built, the 
prestige was gone for that community.

Citations
[1] Allan Levine. “The Panama Canal and the Decline of Winnipeg“, Winnipeg Free Press. Accessed December 10th 
2015. Available at: <http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/opinion/analysis/the-panama-canal-and-the-decline-of-
winnipeg-272262601.html>.
[2] Ibid.
[3] Ibid.

Citations
[4] Ibid.
[5] T.D. Regehr.  “Canadian Northern Railway”,  The Canadian Encyclopedia. (February 6th 2006). Available at: <http://
www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/canadian-northern-railway/>. Accessed December 10th 2015. 
[6] Walter E. Bradley. “A History of Transportation in Winnipeg”. Manitoba Historical Society. Accessed December 10th 
2015. Available at: <http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/transactions/3/transportation.shtml>.
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The surrounding areas then attracted the workers and 
laborers of the factories, as well as their families, filling out 
the rest of the neighborhood. Rather than being planned, 
the city sprawled outwards, surrounding itself around 
the lines[7]. Centennial, West Alexander, Point Douglas, 
Dufferin, Weston and Brooklyn, are neighborhoods that 
are all directly linked to the railway and the surrounding 
industries. During the time of the railroads, a large number 
of European immigrants were moving into these areas but 
the rapid influx of people resulted in an overcrowding of 
housing. In 1904-1905 there were as many as 20 people 
Citations
[7] Ibid.

Citations
[8] Jim Silver. “Winnipeg’s North End: Yesterday and Today”, Canadian Dimension. January 7 2010. Available at: 
<https://canadiandimension.com/articles/view/winnipegs-north-end>.
[9] Ibid.

living within a single house in these railway neighborhoods. 
Coupled with the lack of water supply for some of the 
houses, the overcrowding resulted in a breeding ground for 
typhoid which killed many people[8]. These neighborhoods 
were the foundation for what is labelled as the Winnipeg 
“North End”. By 1913 it was found that “a normal standard 
of living” required wages of $1,200 per year; many in 
the North End were earning less than half that”[9]. These 
old neighborhoods of Winnipeg were and will always be 
directly influenced from the railway lines. 

“Point Douglas Collage”,
Krista Goodman.
October 16th 2015.



112

W
ilderness Bound   

After the intrusion of the rail line through the city, the 
railway neighborhoods had a difficult time dealing 
with many social ails. The railroad not only brought 
tradesmen and immigrants but also a plethora of booze 
and prostitution.  The rail road ushered in what the 
author James H. Gray has characterized as “the bawdiest, 
brawlingest, drunkest, and back-breakingest era in 
prairie history. It was also the most puritanical, law-
abiding, Sabbatarian and pietistic”[10].  Brothels became 
a major problem for police as they were located amongst 
family based neighborhoods and their presence, the 
focal point of moral indignation. The moral view of the 
young male workers clashed with those of the mainly 
protestant immigrating families. In response to the 
widespread problem of brothels, in 1909 the police chief 
attempted to isolate the debauchery into a small portion 
of the neighborhood of north Point Douglas. Isolated by 
a bend in the river and the CPR rail line, two streets in 
the neighborhood seemed to be the perfect out-of-way 
place to house the brothels. However, the concentration 
of brothels to one location, plus the isolation of the area, 
caused even more issues for the police. The streets became 
the epicenter for of out of control behavior, drunkenness 
and displays of public nudity. The chaos was soon 
overflowing and sprawling into more reputable parts of the 
neighborhood. As respectable residents would walk down 
the street they were being “solicited as they passed back 

and forth from work. Their children were accosted en route 
to school”[11]. The entire area became out of control. The 
frenzy continued even as religious figures protested and 
demanded action from the mayor. The party finally ended 
once the area turned violent. After a series of incidents 
involving pimps and gangs that were trying to move into 
the area, a resulting murder finally motivated the newly 
appointed police commissioner to act[12]. A series of raids 
and busts were enough to cause some of brothels to 
dismantle[13]. As commerce shifted into the depression, the 
sex workers that were left saw only a small portion of the 
clientele that they used to. In the end the neighborhood 
was left stigmatized by its history; this caused houses in 
the surrounding area to remain empty, except for those 
occupied by those too impoverished to move[14]. The sex 
trade then dispersed throughout the city. After the Second 
World War many of the European residents surrounding 
the CPR rail lines moved towards the growing suburbs of 
Winnipeg. 

This division between North and South neighborhoods 
is and has always been a large issue for the city of 
Winnipeg. North Point Douglas, south Point Douglas, 
Dufferin, Centennial and West Alexander are some of the 
most affected areas, being at the core of the city and in 
the immediate surrounding of the railroad tracks. The area 
dubbed the North End sits north of the CPR line and to 

Citations
[10] James H. Gray. Red Lights on the Prairie. 1.
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[11] Ibid, 53.
[12] Ibid, 63-64.
[13] Ibid, 64.
[14] Ibid, 64-65.
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A woman arrived early in the morning on a warm day 
in March of 1910, with her hopes held high as the sun 
rose up over a new town. Her fate was laid out before 
her, promising marriage and a good life with a man she 
entrusted completely. She arrived with little but a small 
bag, a red dress and a shall to keep warm. She was not 
from this land, but had travelled and travelled again in 

“What became of the untold thousands of women 
who catered to the sexual needs of the single settlers who 
poured into our country between 1900 and 1920 is wrapped 
in mystery. Most of them, like single settlers themselves, 
eventually must have drifted back into respectability, marriage, 
and a family, with the secret of their past buried so deeply that 
no male historian is ever likely to unearth a trace of it”. 
James H. Gray. Red Lights on the Prairies. 2nd ed. (Fitzhenry & Whiteside: 
Markham Ontario, 1995) 28.

search for a place to settle. A good life. That’s all she 
ever wanted but that was not what was waiting for 
her. She like so many before her was swept away in 
the midst of settlement. Unsuspecting men would wait 
at the train stations in search of new recruits. Women 
were all too easily misemployed in the life of a doxy, 
never to be seen again.

“Turning tricks into gold”,
Collage. Krista Goodman.
 October 16th 2015.
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the west of the Main street along with Dufferin industrial. 
These areas remain stigmatized for its lower wage class 
of workers, poverty and social ails. By the 60’s and 70’s 
the businesses surrounding the railway began to dwindle 
as certain manufacturing companies became obsolete[15]. 
At the same time there was a sudden influx of aboriginal 
peoples who started to move to the city of Winnipeg 
and settle around the CPR rail line at the core of the city. 
During a time of fewer jobs, not to mention the different 
lifestyle of the city, the aboriginal peoples who arrived 
were unprepared for such a change. Culture shock, a lack 
of good jobs and sudden poverty contributed to the decline 
of the neighborhood for these peoples. The houses that 
were affordable were mainly within the former railway 
neighborhoods and a lot of the homes were being rented 
out by slum landlords, causing an overall decline in the 
quality of life within the neighborhoods. 

The current states of railroad neighborhoods are not all 
that different than they were in the 70’s. Some of the 
houses and the neighborhoods have slowly deteriorated 
throughout the past few years and are slowly turning into 
their own wild state.  The deteriorating conditions of the 
neighborhoods have since captured the attention of the 
city and within the past few years Winnipeg has started to 
redevelop some of these more affected neighborhoods.

Demographics
Data for the area of Point Douglas is divided into its 
northern and southern portions. According to 2011 Census 
information north Point Douglas has a population of 2,650 
people[16] and south Point Douglas has a population of 
700 people[17]. The neighborhoods have a high number 
of aboriginal peoples living within the area. North Point 
Douglas has a total of 950 residents who identify as an 
aboriginal person, which is 40% of the total population in 
the area. Additionally, there are 1200 people who identify 
as being of aboriginal ancestry, which is roughly 50% of 
the total population in the area[18]. The area also has 295 
people who identify as being of visible minority which 
is 12.5% of the total population in the area. For south 

Citations
[15] Jim Silver. “Winnipeg’s North End: Yesterday and Today”, Canadian Dimension. January 7 2010. Accessed 
December 11th 2015. Available at: <https://canadiandimension.com/articles/view/winnipegs-north-end>.

Citations
[16] City of Winnipeg. “North Point Douglas”, 2011 Census and National Household Survey Data. Available at: <http://
winnipeg.ca/Census/2011/Community%20Areas/Point%20Douglas%20Neighbourhood%20Cluster/Neighbourhoods/
Point%20Douglas%20South/Point%20Douglas%20South%20Neighbourhoods/North%20Point%20Douglas/North%20
Point%20Douglas.pdf>. Accessed April 22nd 2016.
[17] City of Winnipeg. “South Point Douglas”. 2011 Census and National Household Survey Data. Available at: <http://
winnipeg.ca/Census/2011/Community%20Areas/Point%20Douglas%20Neighbourhood%20Cluster/Neighbourhoods/
Point%20Douglas%20South/Point%20Douglas%20South%20Neighbourhoods/South%20Point%20Douglas/South%20
Point%20Douglas.pdf>. Accessed April 22nd 2016.
[18] City of Winnipeg. “North Point Douglas”, 2011 Census and National Household Survey Data.

“Point Douglas Collage”,
Krista Goodman.
October 16th 2015.
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North Point Douglas South Point Douglas

The average income for north Point Douglas is $25,716 
which is approximately $12,400 less than the average 
income of people within the city of Winnipeg. Although, 
out of 2650 people there are 860 people who are 
considered in the low income bracket, which is 36% of 
the total area[21]. For south Point Douglas there has not 
been any data for income for the 2006 and 2011 census 
information. 

Image [4]
“Deep Fired Man”,
Wikipedia.com. Open Source 
Image. Accessed January 12th 
2016. Available at: <https://upload.
wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/2/28/
Deep_Fried_Man_portrait_-_real_
name_Daniel_Friedman_-_South_
African_Comedian.jpg>. 

Image [5]
“Smiling Young Woman”,
Publicdomainpictured.com. Open 
Source Image. Accessed January 
12th 2016. Available at: <http://
www.publicdomainpictures.
net/pictures/10000/velka/1-
1255621189mTnS.jpg>.

Image [6]
“Man”,
Pixabay.com. Open Source 
Image. Accessed January 12th 
2016. Available at: <https://
pixabay.com/static/uploads/
photo/2014/04/14/18/50/man-
324103_960_720.jpg>.

Image [7]
“Young woman”,
Pixabay.com. Open Source 
Image. Accessed January 12th 
2016. Available at: <https://
pixabay.com/static/uploads/
photo/2016/01/03/14/25/young-
woman-1119479_960_720.jpg>.

Point Douglas, there are 35 residents who identify as an 
aboriginal person, which is 13% of the total population in 
the area. There are also 25 people who identify as being 
of aboriginal ancestry, which is roughly 9% of the total 
population in the area[19]. Unlike north Point Douglas, there 
are no people who identify as being of visible minority 
within the southern area.

As shown, gender for north Point Douglas is split almost 
evenly. However, gender within south Point Douglas is 
significantly disproportionate as there are 495 males in 
comparison with only 180 women[20].  
Citations
[19] City of Winnipeg. “South Point Douglas”. 2011 Census and National Household Survey Data.
[20] Ibid.

Citations
[21] City of Winnipeg. “North Point Douglas”, 2011 Census and National Household Survey Data.
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Crime
Although the brothels are long gone, the neighborhood 
of Point Douglas continues to be plagued by prostitution. 
Socially, the area surrounding Higgins Avenue and Main 
Street is still known for the presence of prostitutes soliciting 
along the side the road. This area is also known for having 
a large population of homeless persons. Within the 
immediate area there are several service organizations 
that help the homeless; the Salvation Army, United Way 
Winnipeg and Siloam Mission.  

There is also a large amount of crime within the northern 
and southern neighborhoods of Point Douglas. Crimes 
for each area are available from the city of Winnipeg 
Police department and are divided and categorized by the 
following:

Violent Crimes
As described by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, a 
“violent crime is composed of four offenses: murder and 
non-negligent manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery, and 
aggravated assault. Violent crimes are defined in the UCR 
Program as “offenses which involve force or threat of 
force”[22].

Most violent crimes within the city of Winnipeg are 
catalogued as a part of Crimestat under the categories of 
Homicide, Sexual Assault and Shooting.  

Between September 1st 2014 and September 1st 2015, 
there were a large number of violent crimes committed 
within the neighborhoods of Point Douglas, most of which 
were robberies. The general locations of these incidents 
are located on the following maps[23]. 

There was a total of five sexual assaults that had occurred, 
most of which happened within the immediate area of 
Main Street. The robbery incidents were also congregated 
around Main Street, although there were a few that 
occurred further into the neighborhood.

Citations
[22] Federal Bureau Investigation. “Violent Crimes“, Uniform Crime Reports.  Available at: <https://www.fbi.gov/about-
us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-the-u.s/2011/crime-in-the-u.s.-2011/violent-crime/violent-crime>. Accessed April 29th 2016.
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Sexual Assaults located 
in Point Douglas 
Neighbourhoods 

40m

And,
Map based off of GIS information 
from University of Manitoba 
Libraries. City of Winnipeg, Sattelite 
Map. ArcGIS® Software by Esri 
(accessed August 17th 2015). Edited 
with Adobe Photoshop CS5.

Sexual Assault
Map based off of Winnipeg Crime Statistics. 
September 1st 2014 to September 1st 2015.  
Winnipeg Police Service. City of Winnipeg. 
Accessed June 8th 2015. Available at: 
<http://www.winnipeg.ca/crimestat/>.

*An approximate location of events
as provided by the source.
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Robberies located in Point 
Douglas Neighbourhoods 

And,
Map based off of GIS information from 
University of Manitoba Libraries. City 
of Winnipeg, Sattelite Map. ArcGIS® 
Software by Esri (accessed August 17th 
2015). Edited with Adobe Photoshop CS5.

Non-commercial
Robbery 

Commercial 
Robbery

Map based off of Winnipeg Crime Statistics. 
September 1st 2014 to September 1st 2015.  
Winnipeg Police Service. City of Winnipeg. 
Accessed June 8th 2015. Available at: 
<http://www.winnipeg.ca/crimestat/>.

*An approximate location of events
as provided by the source.

40m
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Non-Violent Crimes
The non-violent crimes are catalogued as a part of 
Crimestat under the categories of Vehicle Theft, 
Attempted Vehicle Theft, Residential Break and Enter and 
Commercial Break and Enter. 

Between 2014 and 2015, there were more Break and 
Enters than there were Attempted and Actual Vehicle 
Thefts. These crimes are more evenly distributed 
throughout the neighborhoods of north and south Point 
Douglas, as they are more likely to occur in secluded 
residential neighborhoods than near the more frequented 
area surrounding Main Street. 

“Winnipeg Police Car”
City of Winnipeg Cruiser. 



120

W
ilderness Bound   

Attempted and Actual Vehicular 
Thefts in Point Douglas 
Neighbourhoods 

Vehicle Theft

Vehicle Attempted Theft

And,
Map based off of GIS information 
from University of Manitoba 
Libraries. City of Winnipeg, Sattelite 
Map. ArcGIS® Software by Esri 
(accessed August 17th 2015). Edited 
with Adobe Photoshop CS5.

Map based off of Winnipeg Crime Statistics. 
September 1st 2014 to September 1st 2015.  
Winnipeg Police Service. City of Winnipeg. 
Accessed June 8th 2015. Available at: 
<http://www.winnipeg.ca/crimestat/>. 40m
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Residential and Commercial 
Break and Enters in Point 
Douglas Neighbourhoods 

Residential 
Break and Enter 
Commercial 
Break and Enter 

And,
Map based off of GIS information 
from University of Manitoba 
Libraries. City of Winnipeg, Sattelite 
Map. ArcGIS® Software by Esri 
(accessed August 17th 2015). Edited 
with Adobe Photoshop CS5.

Map based off of Winnipeg Crime Statistics. 
September 1st 2014 to September 1st 2015.  
Winnipeg Police Service. City of Winnipeg. 
Accessed June 8th 2015. Available at: 
<http://www.winnipeg.ca/crimestat/>.

*An approximate location of events
as provided by the source.

40m
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The city of Winnipeg is located in the southern portion of 
the Province of Manitoba. The weather can be very cold 
in the winter and very warm in the summer. The average 
temperatures in Winnipeg are +26C during the summer 
months and -21C during the winter[24]. The warmest days 
during the summer can reach up to +30C[25] and the coldest 
temperatures in Winnipeg have been known reach as 
low as -30C during cold winter nights[26]. Having lived in 
Winnipeg most of my life, I know that it is not uncommon 
to experience winter for 6 months out of the year. Snow 
begins to fall in late October/early November and usually 
lasts until the end of April, sometimes even into May. The 
weather is altogether unpredictable during the spring as 

warm and cold weather alternates between melting and 
snowfall for several weeks. In May 2015, after a week of 
average spring temperatures there was a sudden snowfall 
as late as the 18th[27]. Although the snow did not remain 
very long, this snowfall and low temperatures are why 
there is a common social rule of never planting vegetation 
until after the May long weekend. 

Winnipeg is also known as one of the sunniest cities within 
Canada, having an average of 2353 hours of sunshine a 
year and averaging 316 days of sunshine in that year[28].  
The average yearly rainfall yearly rainfall is 125 days and 
with a total of 521millimeters of rainfall[29].

Climate

Citations
[24] Climate Results. “Winnipeg”. Available at: < https://www.currentresults.com/Weather/Canada/Manitoba/Places/
winnipeg-temperatures-by-month-average.php>. Accessed April 22nd 2016.
[25] Climate Results. “Days of Hot Weather in Winnipeg”, Winnipeg Temperatures: Averages by Month. Available at: 
<https://www.currentresults.com/Weather/Canada/Manitoba/Places/winnipeg-temperatures-by-month-average.
php>. Accessed April 22nd 2016. 
[26] Climate Results. “How Often Winnipeg has Cold Temperatures”, Winnipeg Temperatures: Averages by Month. 
Available at: <https://www.currentresults.com/Weather/Canada/Manitoba/Places/winnipeg-temperatures-by-month-
average.php>. Accessed April 22nd 2016. 

Citations
[27] Shannon Cuciz. “Manitoba hit with snow during May Long Weekend”, Global News. Available at: <http://
globalnews.ca/news/2004012/manitoba-hit-with-snow-during-may-long-weekend/>. Accessed April 25th 2016.
[28] Liz Osborn. “Sunniest Cities in Canada”, Current Results.com. Available at: <https://www.currentresults.com/
Weather/Canada/Cities/sunshine-annual-average.php>. Accessed April 28th 2016.
[29] Climate Results. ”Average Annual Precipitation for Manitoba”, Available at: <https://www.currentresults.com/
Weather/Canada/Manitoba/precipitation-annual-average.php>. Accessed April 22nd 2016.

“Point Douglas Collage”,
Krista Goodman.
October 16th 2015.
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Transportation
There were a total of 750 people who responded to the 
2011 Census for their mode of transportation in north 
Point Douglas. From this data, it was determined that 
the main mode of transportation for that area is by a 
car, truck or van[30]. 

Citations
[30] North Point Douglas. “Mode of Transportation”. 2011 Census.
[31] Ibid.

people drive themselves in a car truck or van.
people take public transportation
people rely on another person for a ride.
people walk
people cycle[31]
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And,
Map based off of GIS information 
from University of Manitoba Libraries. 
City of Winnipeg, Sattelite Map. 
ArcGIS® Software by Esri (accessed 
August 17th 2015). Edited with Adobe 
Photoshop CS5.

City of Winnipeg. “Active 
Transportation Routes, Winnipeg 
Maps”. Public Works. Accessed 
November 12th 2015. Available 
at: < http://www.winnipeg.ca/
publicworks/pedestriansCycling/
maps/default.stm >.



124

W
ilderness Bound   

Map based off of GIS information from 
University of Manitoba Libraries. City 
of Winnipeg, Sattelite Map. ArcGIS® 
Software by Esri (accessed August 17th 
2015). Edited with Adobe Photoshop CS5.

1.
2.

Thunderbird
House

Former CPR
Station 

Oglive
Flour Mill

Brown and Rutherford
Lumber Mill

Fire Hall
Number 3 

4.

5.

6.

3.
Watkins
Building

Landmarks for the area are based off of the significance 
and importance of the buildings. There are a large number 
of historically significant homes within Point Douglas as 
many of the first founding families had built residences 
within the area[32]. As previously mentioned, the homes 
along Annabella Street and McFarlane Street North are 

Important Landmarks
also of historical significance, due to their use as brothels 
during the relocation of the sex trade by the chief of 
police in 1909[33]. Other important buildings are public 
and commercial buildings that are historically valued and 
significant to the area. 

Citations
[32] Manitoba Historical Society. “Walking Tours of North Point Douglas”. Available at: < http://mhs.mb.ca/docs/
features/walkingtours/pointdouglas/index.shtml>. Accessed April 29th 2016.

Citations
[33] James H. Grey. Red Lights on the Prairie.

40m
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[35] Real Estate News. “Renaming Higgins Avenue. July 3rd 2008. Available at: <http://www.winnipegrealestatenews.
com/Resources/Article/?sysid=78>. Accessed April 29th 2016.
[36] City of Winnipeg. “South Point Douglas Secondary plan”. Heritage Conservation in Winnipeg. January 2009. 
Available at: <http://winnipeg.ca/ppd//planning/Secondary_Plans/SouthPointDouglas/SPD_HeritageOverview.pdf>. 
Accessed April 29th 2016.
[37] City of Winnipeg. “181 Higgins Avenue, Canadian Pacific Railway Station”. 1981. Available at: <http://www.
winnipeg.ca/ppd/historic/pdf-consv/Higgins%20181-short.pdf>. Accessed April 29th 2016.
[38] City of Winnipeg. “South Point Douglas Secondary plan”. Heritage Conservation in Winnipeg. January 2009. 
Available at: <http://winnipeg.ca/ppd//planning/Secondary_Plans/SouthPointDouglas/SPD_HeritageOverview.pdf>. 
Accessed April 29th 2016.
[39] Neighborhoods of Winnipeg. “Fire Hall No. 3”. City of Winnipeg. Available at: <http://now.winnipeg.ca/
conStruct/view/?uri=http%3A%2F%2Fnow.winnipeg.ca%2Fdatasets%2Fimages%2Fheritage%2FMaple_56_-Fire_Hall_
No_3&dataset=http%3A%2F%2Fnow.winnipeg.ca%2Fdatasets%2Fimages%2Fheritage%2F>. Accessed April 29th 2016.
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now.winnipeg.ca/conStruct/view/?uri=http%3A%2F%2Fnow.winnipeg.ca%2Fdatasets%2Fimages%2Fheritage%2FAnna
bella_90_-JR_Watkins_Company_Factory-Warehouse&dataset=http%3A%2F%2Fnow.winnipeg.ca%2Fdatasets%2Fima
ges%2Fheritage%2F>. Accessed April 29th 2016.
[41] University of Manitoba. “South Point View: A Secondary Plan for Point Douglas”. Available at: <http://www.
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[42] Brown and Rutherford. “History of Brown and Rutherford”, Available at:  <http://brownandrutherford.com/
AboutUs/OurHistory/tabid/97/Default.aspx>. Accessed April 29th 2016.

 The Thunderbird house is a relatively new addition 
to Point Douglas, however it is a significant building for 
the area and also for the city of Winnipeg. This building 
was constructed as a part of the Neeginan Project[34] 
meaning “our place” in the Cree language[35]. The building 
is significant for the aboriginal population within the 
city of Winnipeg as it offers spiritual help, guidance and 
community support for aboriginal peoples. 

 The former Canadian Pacific Railway Station was 
built as a part of the east-west CPR railway line in 1904[36]. 
This station was built in the ornate neoclassical style and 
served to usher in new settlers to the burgeoning city of 
Winnipeg[37].

 Fire hall number 3 is the original firehall built in the 
Point Douglas area in 1904[38]. The fire hall now serves as a 
Firefighter Museum for the city of Winnipeg[39].

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

 Located along Annabella Street, the Watkins 
Building was built in 1914. The building was owned by the 
J.R. Watkins company which manufactured spice, medicine 
and extracts. The building was owned and operated by the 
company until the end of the 1980’s[40]. 

 After the completion of the CPR railway line, many 
factories moved into the southern portion of Point Douglas. 
The Ogilvie Flour Mills was constructed in 1909 and quickly 
became the center of the wheat trade in Canada[41].

 Brown and Rutherford Lumber was another 
company that moved to the area due to the construction of 
the east-west railway line. The lumber yard was built in 1911 
along Sutherland Avenue, next to the Louise Bridge[42]. The 
company continues to be owned and operated at this site.

6.
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Industrial Impact and Legacy

Citations
[43] City of Winnipeg. “South Point Douglas Neighborhood Plan”, Planning Property and Development: Initiated Plans. 
Available at: < http://winnipeg.ca/ppd/planning_secondary_Initiated_SPtDouglas.stm>. Accessed April 29th 2016.

Citations
[44] Alan Berger. Drosscape: Wasting Land in Urban America. (Princeton Architectural Press: New York. 2006) 35.
[45] Ibid.

some of the lands sit vacant. In many ways these vacant 
sites wait in limbo, waiting to be developed but for the time 
being, unable to serve a function. This type of stand still is 
what Alan Berger describes in his book Drosscape: Wasting 
Land in Urban America, as “terrain vague locales”[44]. He 
describes them as being “in a variety of ways, in between. 
Many are urbanized areas associated with a past economic 
or industrial status, falling in between cycles of investment. 
Specific sites typically include industrial wastelands, 
vacant and derelict properties, and declining suburban 
developments”[45].While these unfulfilled lands are not in 
use and are not yet purchased, they are not entirely empty. 
Many of the vacant sites have started to decay and are 
gradually being over taken by nature. After years of no use 
and no maintenance, industrial sites within Point Douglas 
are slowing becoming wild. In a way the wild vegetation is 
good, as the spontaneous growth is slowly healing the land. 
Plants are nature’s way of cleansing the space, releasing 
the soils from their polluted past.

The following maps display industrial, contaminated and 
vacant land use for the areas of North and South Point 
Douglas. 

Initially, the Point Douglas neighborhoods were whole 
until they were bisected in two by the construction of the 
east-west CPR railway line. This created a large spatial 
divide between the two neighborhoods. The northern 
portion has remained largely residential and the southern 
neighborhood is predominantly industrial. Since the decline 
and closure of some of the area’s major industries, some 
of the neighborhoods have fallen into disrepair as the 
whole area has slowly declined over the years. More than 
a few properties lay vacant as industries that have become 
obsolete, or have since closed and moved their operation 
to more appropriate areas of the city. Although some of 
the vacant industrial land has started to fill in, there are 
still a large number of properties that remain vacant within 
north and south Point Douglas. The area of Point Douglas 
has been of interest to the city of Winnipeg for many years 
as it is in direct proximity to the newly redone Waterfront 
area. Plans for the southern neighborhood are currently in 
the early stages of development[43]. 

Many of the current lands are affected by their former 
industrial uses, harboring a legacy of contaminants 
beneath the soil. As many of these contaminants are 
dangerous and require a large amount of remediation, 
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Map 1 of 3. Industry in Point Douglas 
Neighbourhoods 

Industrial Legacy

Current Industry
And,
Map based off of GIS information 
from University of Manitoba 
Libraries. City of Winnipeg, Sattelite 
Map. ArcGIS® Software by Esri 
(accessed August 17th 2015). Edited 
with Adobe Photoshop CS5.

Map based off of Manitoba 
Conservation Contaminated Sites list 
for the province of Manitoba. Accessed 
November 12th 2015. Available at:
<http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/
envprograms/contams/pdf/mb_sites_
list_nov_2009.pdf>.

40m
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Gateway 
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Point Douglas 
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And,
Map based off of GIS information 
from University of Manitoba 
Libraries. City of Winnipeg, Sattelite 
Map. ArcGIS® Software by Esri 
(accessed August 17th 2015). Edited 
with Adobe Photoshop CS5.

Map based off of Manitoba Conservation 
Contaminated Sites list for the province of 
Manitoba. Available at:
<http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/
envprograms/contams/pdf/mb_sites_list_
nov_2009.pdf>.

Map 2 of 3.
40m
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Vacant Land in Point Douglas 
Neighbourhoods Vacant Land

And,
Map based off of GIS information 
from University of Manitoba 
Libraries. City of Winnipeg, Sattelite 
Map. ArcGIS® Software by Esri 
(accessed August 17th 2015). Edited 
with Adobe Photoshop CS5.

Map based off of Manitoba Conservation 
Contaminated Sites list for the province of 
Manitoba. Available at:
<http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/
envprograms/contams/pdf/mb_sites_list_
nov_2009.pdf>.

Map 3 of 3.
40m
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Map based off of GIS information from 
University of Manitoba Libraries. City of 
Winnipeg, Sattelite Map and Parks and 
Natural Areas. ArcGIS® Software by Esri 
(accessed August 17th 2015). Edited 
with Adobe Photoshop CS5.
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Ernie O’Dowda Park
Acer negundo  Manitoba maple
Acer saccharinum Silver maple 
Agropyron cristatum Crested wheatgrass
Agropyron repens Quack- grass, Couch-grass
Ambrosia spp.  Ragweed 
Ambrosia trifida  Great ragweed
Arctium spp.  Burdock
Arnica cordifolia  Heart-leaf arnica
Artemisia absinthium Absinthe
Aster spp.  Aster
Bidens frondosa  Common beggarticks
Brassica spp.  Mustard
Bromus inermis  Smooth brome
Carex spp.  Sedge 
Chenopodium album Lambs-quarters
Cirsium arvense  Canada thistle 
Cotoneaster acutifolia Cotoneaster 
Fraxinus pennsylvanica Green ash 
Linum lewisii  Lewis wild flax
Lythrum salicaria  Purple loosestrife
Matricaria matricarioides Pineappleweed
Phalaris arundinacea Reed canary grass
Poa pratensis  Kentucky blue grass
Populus deltoides Cottonwood 
Rumex crispus  Curled dock 
Rumex spp.  Wild rhubarb 
Salix amygdaloides Peach-leaved willow
Salix exigua  Sandbar willow 
Salix spp.  Willow
Sambucus racemosa Red elderberry
Sonchus arvensis  Perennial sow-thistle
Sonchus spp.  Sow thistle 
Spartina pectinata Prairie cord grass
Taraxacum spp.  Dandelion 
Tragopogon pratensis Goats-beard 
Ulmus americana American elm 
Ulmus pumila  Siberian elm 
Urtica dioica  Stinging nettle
Xanthium strumarium Cocklebur 

Redwood Park
Acer negundo  Manitoba maple
Arctium spp.  Burdock 
Bromus inermis  Smooth brome
Cirsium arvense  Canada thistle 
Cornus stolonifera Red osier dogwood
Fraxinus pennsylvanica Green ash
Lonicera tatarica  Tartarian honesuckle
Populus deltoides Cottonwood 
Taraxacum officinale Dandelion 
Ulmus americana American elm

Michaelle Jean Park
Acer negundo  Manitoba maple
Agropyron repens Quack- grass, Couch-grass
Ambrosia spp.  Ragweed 
Anemone nemorosa var. bifolia Wood anemone
Arctium spp.  Burdock 
Artemisia spp.  Sage
Aster spp.  Aster
Brassica spp.  Mustard
Bromus inermis  Smooth brome
Campanula rapunculoides Creeping bluebell
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd’s-purse
Cirsium arvense  Canada thistle 
Fraxinus pennsylvanica Green ash
Glechoma hederacea Gill-over-the-ground
Laportea canadensis Wood nettle 
Leonurus spp.  Motherwort 
Lythrum salicaria  Purple loosestrife
Melilotus alba  White sweet-clover
Parthenocissus quinquefolia Virginia creeper
Polygonum spp.  Smartweed
Populus deltoides Cottonwood 
Potentilla anserina Silverweed 
Prunus virginiana Red-fruited choke cherry
Rumex crispus  Curled dock 
Rumex spp.  Wild rhubarb 
Salix amygdaloides Peach-leaved willow
Salix spp.  Willow
Sonchus spp.  Sow thistle 
Taraxacum spp.  Dandelion 
Ulmus americana American elm 
Urtica dioica  Stinging nettle
Xanthium strumarium Cocklebur

Rover Dike
Acer negundo  Manitoba maple
Agropyron repens Quack- grass, Couch-grass
Ambrosia spp.  Ragweed 
Anemone nemorosa var. bifolia Wood anemone
Arctium spp.  Burdock 
Artemisia spp.  Sage
Aster spp.  Aster
Brassica spp.  Mustard
Bromus inermis  Smooth brome
Campanula rapunculoides Creeping bluebell
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd’s-purse
Cirsium arvense  Canada thistle 
Fraxinus pennsylvanica Green ash
Glechoma hederacea Gill-over-the-ground
Laportea canadensis Wood nettle 
Leonurus spp.  Motherwort 
Lythrum salicaria  Purple loosestrife
Melilotus alba  White sweet-clover
Parthenocissus quinquefolia Virginia creeper

Polygonum spp.  Smartweed
Populus deltoides Cottonwood 
Potentilla anserina Silverweed 
Prunus virginiana Red-fruited choke cherry
Rumex crispus  Curled dock 
Rumex spp.  Wild rhubarb 
Salix amygdaloides Peach-leaved willow
Salix spp.  Willow
Sonchus spp.  Sow thistle 
Taraxacum spp.  Dandelion 
Ulmus americana American elm 
Urtica dioica  Stinging nettle
Xanthium strumarium Cocklebur

Fort Douglas Park
Acer negundo  Manitoba maple
Agropyron spp.  Wheatgrass 
Ambrosia trifida  Great ragweed
Arctium spp.  Burdock 
Armoracia rusticana Horse-radish 
Artemisia spp.  Sage
Brassica spp.  Mustard
Bromus inermis  Smooth brome
Chenopodium album Lambs-quarters
Cirsium arvense  Canada thistle 
Convolvulus sepium Hedge bindweed, Wild morning-glory
Cornus stolonifera Red osier dogwood
Echinocystis lobata Wild cucumber
Fraxinus pennsylvanica Green ash 
Glycyrrhiza lepidota Wild licorice 
Hordeum jubatum Foxtail barley
Medicago lupulina Black medick 
Medicago sativa Alfalfa 
Melilotus alba  White sweet-clover 
Melilotus officinalis Yellow sweet-clover
Phalaris arundinacea Reed canary grass
Plantago major  Common plantain
Polygonum spp.  Smartweed 
Populus deltoides Cottonwood 
Populus tremuloides Trembling aspen
Potentilla anserina Silverweed 
Potentilla spp.  Potentilla 
Prunus pensylvanica Pin cherry
Quercus macrocarpa Bur oak
Rosa spp.  Rose
Rubus idaeus  Wild red raspberry
Rumex spp.  Wild rhubarb 
Salix exigua  Sandbar willow
Salix spp.  Willow 
Sambucus racemosa Red elderberry
Shepherdia argentea Buffaloberry 
Sonchus arvensis  Perennial sow-thistle
Stachys palustris  Marsh hedge-nettle
Symphoricarpos occidentalis Western snowberry
Thlaspi arvense  Stinkweed, Field pennycress 
Tilia americana  Basswood 
Tragopogon dubius Yellow goats-beard
Trifolium spp.  Clover 
Ulmus pumila  Siberian elm 
Vicia cracca  Tufted vetch 
Xanthium strumarium Cocklebur

Whittier Park
Agropyron repens Quack- grass, Couch-grass 
Arctium spp.  Burdock
Bromus inermis  Smooth brome
Cirsium arvense  Canada thistle 
Convolvulus sepium Hedge bindweed, Wild morning-glory
Medicago sativa  Alfalfa
Poa pratensis  Kentucky blue grass
Polygonum spp.  Smartweed 
Rumex crispus  Curled dock 
Taraxacum officinale Dandelion 
Trifolium spp.  Clover 
Vicia cracca  Tufted vetch

Lagimodiere- Gaboury Park
Acer negundo  Manitoba maple
Agropyron repens Quack- grass, Couch-grass
Amorpha spp.  Indigo 
Anemone multifida Cut-leaved anemone
Apocynum androsaemifolium  Spreading dogbane
Apocynum cannabinum Indian-hemp 
Arctium spp.  Burdock 
Artemisia absinthium Absinthe
Asclepias spp.   Milkweed
Asparagus officinalis Garden asparagus
Aster ericoides  Many flowered aster
Aster simplex  Small blue aster
Astragulus canadensis Canadian milkvetch
Brassica spp.  Mustard
Bromus inermis  Smooth brome
Campanula rapunculoides Creeping bluebell
Caragana arborescens Common caragana
Cirsium arvense  Canada thistle 
Cornus stolonifera Red osier dogwood
Elymus spp.  Wild rye
Fraxinus pennsylvanica Green ash 
Glycyrrhiza lepidota Wild licorice 
Helianthus spp.  Sunflower 
Linaria vulgaris  Butter-and-eggs
Medicago sativa  Alfalfa 
Melilotus alba  White sweet-clover
Melilotus officinalis Yellow sweet-clover
Parthenocissus quinquefolia Virginia creeper
Phalaris arundinacea Reed canary grass
Plantago major  Common plantain
Poa pratensis  Kentucky blue grass
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Polygonum spp.  Smartweed 
Populus deltoides Cottonwood 
Populus spp.  Poplar 
Potentilla argentea Silvery cinquefoil
Potentilla spp.  Potentilla 
Prunus pensylvanica Pin cherry
Quercus macrocarpa Bur oak 
Rhus radicans var. rydbergii Poison ivy 
Rosa spp.  Rose 
Rubus idaeus  Wild red raspberry
Rumex crispus  Curled dock 
Salix spp.  Willow 
Setaria glauca  Yellow foxtail 
Solidago canadensis Canada goldenrod
Sonchus spp.  Sow thistle 
Spartina pectinata Prairie cord grass
Symphoricarpos occidentalis Western snowberry
Taraxacum spp.  Dandelion 
Trifolium pratense Red clover 
Ulmus americana American elm 
Ulmus pumila  Siberian elm 
Urtica dioica  Stinging nettle
Vicia spp.  Vetch

The ecological quality of the wilderness in Point Douglas is 
severely hampered by the domination of heavy industry and 
manufacturing that has resided within the neighborhood for 
a century. Most of the richer plant ecology grows along the 
river and between properties. Near the Rover Dike, there was 
an attempt to restore the plant ecology along the banks of 
the river. Although, this area demonstrates a higher number 
of native species, invasive species continue to infest the 
riverbanks. Invasive seeds are transported through the river, 
making it difficult to eradicate their infestation all together. As 
stated by  O. L. Gilbert, “disturbance through human impact 
is widespread. The destruction being caused by bulldozers, 
tipping, the creation of over steep slopes, foot weeding and 
mowing, ...and regularly by storm water run-off are leading 
to enhanced erosion along water courses. These high levels of 
disturbance facilitate the survival of aliens through reducing 
competition”[46].

The parks in this area are by no means wild. The majority 
of them are composed of trees, lawn and possibly a 
child’s playground. These parks are mostly designated for 
recreational use and or are undefined. The wilderness lies in 
small pockets and out-of-the-way spaces within the larger 
area of the parks. These wild areas have been recognized by 
the city as Natural Areas and are monitored. An inventory 
is made for all of the plants within the site and is further 
evaluated for the ecological quality of the habitat. 
This wilderness is mostly low quality sustained wilderness 
habitats, as management is less frequent than in an 
ecologically protected area. 

Natural Areas

Citations
[46] O.L. Gilbert. The Ecology of Urban Habitats. (Chapman and Hall: New York, NY. 1989) 13.
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“Figure Ground”
Krista Goodman. Hand drawn. 
Based off of Aerial Image. GIS information from University 
of Manitoba Libraries. City of Winnipeg, Sattelite Map. 
ArcGIS® Software by Esri (accessed August 17th 2015). 
Edited with Adobe Photoshop CS5. 
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The area of Point Douglas was then examined for 
its potential wilderness sites. Using a figure ground, 
wilderness locations were mapped throughout 
the neighborhoods. There are four different 
wilderness types found within Point Douglas, with 
multiple locations. From these sites, potential areas 
were chosen for further exploration for design 
interventions.

Wilderness Areas

Images [1-5]
“Wilderness Finds”
Krista Goodman.
October 15th 2015. 
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Experiencing Wilderness. 
“Abandon”
Anonymous.
July 20 2013.

Point Douglas, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba.

“Wilderness gets us into trouble only if we imagine that this experience of 
wonder and otherness is limited to the remote corners of the planet, or that it 
somehow depends on pristine landscapes we ourselves do not inhabit. Nothing 
could be more misleading”.

-William Cronon. 
 Uncommon Ground, 
(W.W. Norton & Company: 
New York, 1995 )88.



135

Chapter 5 - Experiencing W
ilderness.



136

W
ilderness Bound   

When I was small my family went on a camping 
trip. The four of us, with our camping gear filled 
the small black sedan to the ceiling. We were going 
to stay near Seven Sisters Falls in the south-east 
corner of the Province of Manitoba. My father was 
looking forward to this trip as this is where his 
family would go when he was young. Our experience 
of this place was important as my father had a great 
appreciation for this landscape. We went where 
his family had gone and seen what they had seen. 
During the afternoon we fished while my father told 
us about the forests, the rivers, the lakes, and the 
dam, describing the spaces as he remembered them 
all those years ago. I will always remember this 
place fondly as I remember the fondness my father 
had for this very place.  
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Experience of nature is important for the future of wild 
landscapes. In many ways it is our connection to the land 
that is the ultimate factor to how and where we preserve 
lands. People need to care about the land in order for 
it to be saved. As we become an increasingly urban 
population, it is equally important that we maintain a 
strong connection with the wilderness available in cities. 
This sentiment is echoed by William Cronon in which he 
dictates that “wilderness gets us into trouble only if we 
imagine that this experience of wonder and otherness 
is limited to the remote corners of the planet, or that it 
somehow depends on pristine landscapes we ourselves 

Citations
[1] William Cronon, “The Trouble with Wilderness ; or, Getting Back to the Wrong Nature”, Uncommon Ground, 
(New York : W.W. Norton & Co. 1996) 88.

do not inhabit. Nothing could be more misleading”[1]. I 
interpret this to mean that we need to work inside out, 
establishing a connection with the wilderness within 
the city before we can begin to save the wilderness 
outside its confines. In order to achieve this we need 
to reenchant the urban dweller, reconnecting them 
with the fundamentals of wilderness experience. The 
connection to wilderness starts at an early age, creating 
fond memories. It is important to provide spaces where 
the youth of Canada can engage their imagination and 
prosper a good relationship for the future. 
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Design Charrette
Wilderness is vast, broad and deeply intricate. I wanted something that would represent 
wilderness justly. In order to articulate and engage the subject of wilderness through 
design, a series of design concepts were explored for the area of Point Douglas. Each 
design was inspired by the different facets of wilderness, focusing on one or more of its 
aspects. After much thought and consideration, it became clear what direction I should 
take moving forward. 

[2]

Narration and self-willed growth - Where the wild things are

[3]

The spread of self-willed growth throughout neighborhood - Unifying Identity

How to entice the urban dweller into the wild?
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Images [1-6]
“Fruition”
Krista Goodman.
March 8 2016.[1]

[4] [5] [6]

A portion of Point Douglas would be made an Island - Letting the wild be wild 

Unused potential of wilderness spaces - An Urban Campground

The world can be a wild place - Memorial for those that are lost Rising river levels are used to create a flood plain - A fluctuating landscape
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Camping and hiking are some of the most common ways in 
which a person experiences wilderness. Although recently, 
statistics have shown a steady decline in the number of 
Canadians who are camping within the past few years. 
The Ontario government has reported that there has been 
an overall decrease of 10% in campers between 2000 
and 2013[2]. Reporter Adam Bisby for The Globe and Mail 
has suggested that the decline is related to increasing 
urbanization – as it relates to a decrease in the childhood 
experience of camping in the wild, and due to an aging 
population of the persons who do enjoy camping but are 
less inclined to sleep in a tent on the ground[3]. 

By providing a campground within the centre of the urban 
environment, I believe that we can entice and engage the 
urban dweller with first hand wilderness experiences. 

Camping as Experience of Wilderness

Citations
[2] Adam Bisby. “Why aren’t Canadians camping any more?”, The Globe and Mail. Online. February 9th 2015. 
Available at: < http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/travel/travel-news/why-arent-canadians-camping-any-more/
article22860024/>. Accessed April 19th 2016.
[3] Ibid.

“The results of the various studies provide strong support that nearby nature affords a 
wide range of both psychological and physical benefits. People feel more satisfied 
with their homes, with their jobs, and with their lives when they have sufficient 
access to nature in the urban environment. People value natural settings for the 
diverse opportunities they provide - to walk, to see, to think”.
Rachel Kaplan & Stephen Kaplan. The Experience of Nature: A psychological Perspective. (Ulrich’s Bookstore: Michigan, 1995) 162.

Within recent years there has been a rise in new forms of 
camping that would entice urban dwellers into the wild. 
Offering more of the comforts of home, these dwellings are 
a taste of the wild without sacrificing luxury or comfort.  
Glamping is the combination of the words glamorous and 
camping, describing trend of the “activity of camping with 
some of the comforts and luxuries of home”[4].

An urban campground engages this concept of glamping, 
enabling campers to achieve a higher level of comfort 
and safety that rural campground cannot. An urban 
campground would be less daunting and intimidating to 
first time campers. The proximity offers access to many of 
the comforts of home such as; shopping, restaurants, spas, 
and all other luxuries that a city affords.

Citations
[4] Glamping. Dictionary.com. Online. Available at: < http://www.dictionary.com/browse/glamping?s=t>. Accessed 
April 25th 2016. 
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“Exploring”
Krista Goodman.
May 2015.

Unorganized 
Kenora, Ontario. 
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There are several types of camping 
abodes by which people occupy a 
campsite. These include:

Camping Types oTENtik [hybrid]
“A unique blend of homey comfort and a taste of outdoor 
adventure. It’s a unique concept for visitors to enjoy 
camping with the comfort of a bed and a campsite already 
set up and ready to go. Each unit includes three beds and 
can accommodate up to six people.” 
[Parks Canada. “Planning your visit: Accommodation at Parks Canada”. Available at: <http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/
voyage-travel/hebergement-accommodation/otentik.aspx>]. 

RV
“The term RV is short for Recreational Vehicle, meaning 
“a van or utility vehicle used for recreational purposes, 
as camping, and often equipped with living facilities”.
[Recreational-vehicle. Dictionary.com. Available at: <http://www.dictionary.com/browse/recreational-vehicle>. 
Accessed April 25th 2016].
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Tent
“A portable shelter of skins, canvas, plastic, or the like, 
supported by one or more poles or a frame and often 
secured by ropes fastened to pegs in the ground”.
[Tent. Dictionary.com. Online. Available at: <http://www.dictionary.com/browse/tent>. Accessed April 25th 2016.].

Travel Trailer
“A vehicle attached to an automobile and used as a 
mobile home or place of business, usually equipped 
with furniture, kitchen facilities, bathroom, etc.”. 
[Trailer. Dictionary.com. Available at: <http://www.dictionary.com/browse/trailer>. Accessed May 1st 2016]. 
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Point Douglas Campground Locations
As there are a large number of industrial and former 
industrial lands within the area of Point Douglas, there 
are numerous wildernesses. These four main wilderness 
types can be found: Simulated Wilderness, Returned 
Wilderness (early stages of wilding and established), 
Wilderness of Absence and Wilderness of the Dark. 

The Point Douglas Campgrounds are a series of 
campgrounds distributed throughout the neighborhoods.
After reviewing different locations, four sites were 
chosen, with each site identified as a different wilderness 
type. 

The campgrounds are the sites of the Buchanan Boat 
Launch, Gateway Industries, the Manitoba Hydro Lot off 
of Annabella Street and the former Watkins Building.
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Buchanan Campground1 Gateway Industrial Campground2

Hydro RV Campground3 Watkins Campground4

40m

Location of the four 
campsites within north 
and south Point Douglas.

Point Douglas Campground Sites

CPR Rail Line

CPR Rail Line

CPR Rail Line
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Sutherland Avenue

Map based off of GIS information 
from University of Manitoba 
Libraries. City of Winnipeg, Sattelite 
Map. ArcGIS® Software by Esri 
(accessed August 17th 2015). Edited 
with Adobe Photoshop CS5.
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As these are not your average campgrounds, 
amenities such as;
-restaurants, 
-grocery and convenience stores, 
-laundry mat and 
-entertainment

will be offered and supported by the local 
businesses found throughout Point Douglas 
and the surrounding communities. All of the 
amenities can be reached by walking, cycling 
or by bus from the different campgrounds.

Campground Amenities

Laundry

Grocery

Restaurant

Entertainment

4

3

2

1

Watkins
Campground

Hydro RV
Campground

Gateway
Campground

Buchanan
Campground

Campers are encouraged to take alternate 
forms of transportation to the campsites such 
as bussing and cycling. As the campgrounds are 
located near the center of the city, these forms 
of transportation offer the best way in which to 
explore the surrounding areas. 

To limit the amount of single motor vehicles, each 
of the campsites will only have one parking spot 
located next to the site. For an additional parking 
spot in the parking lot, a hefty fee of 20$ a day 
will be applied. Large groups will be encouraged 
to be dropped-off. 

40m

Map based off of GIS information 
from University of Manitoba 
Libraries. City of Winnipeg, Sattelite 
Map. ArcGIS® Software by Esri 
(accessed August 17th 2015). Edited 
with Adobe Photoshop CS5.



148

W
ilderness Bound   

Bussing to Campsites Bus Routes in Point Douglas 
that are in close proximity 
to Campgrounds 

40m

Bus Routes
And,
Map based off of GIS information 
from University of Manitoba 
Libraries. City of Winnipeg, Sattelite 
Map. ArcGIS® Software by Esri 
(accessed August 17th 2015). Edited 
with Adobe Photoshop CS5.

Map based off of:
City of Winnipeg. “Active 
Transportation Routes”. Public Works. 
Accessed November 12th 2015. 
Available at: < http://www.winnipeg.
ca/publicworks/pedestriansCycling/
maps/default.stm >.Campground #
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Cycling to Campsites Cycling routes near and 
throughout Point Douglas.Bike Routes

And,
Map based off of GIS information 
from University of Manitoba 
Libraries. City of Winnipeg, Sattelite 
Map. ArcGIS® Software by Esri 
(accessed August 17th 2015). Edited 
with Adobe Photoshop CS5.

Map based off of:
City of Winnipeg. “Active 
Transportation Routes”. Public Works. 
Accessed November 12th 2015. 
Available at: < http://www.winnipeg.
ca/publicworks/pedestriansCycling/
maps/default.stm >.

40m
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Buchanan Boat LaunchSite 1
The Buchanan Boat Launch the located next to the 
Louise Bridge off of Higgins Avenue in North Point 
Douglas neighborhood.

Citations
[5] Bruce Henley. “The Tale of Winnipeg’s Yacht Club”, Winnipeg Free Press. (May 22 2013), Accessed 
September 28 2015. Available at: <http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/our-communities/times/The-
tale-of-Winnipegs-yacht-club-208325661.html>. 
[6] Ibid.
[7] City of Winnipeg. “Winnipeg’s Red River Boat Launches”. Accessed January 20th 2016. Available at: 
<http://www.winnipeg.ca/publicworks/parksOpenSpace/ThingsToDo/BoatLaunches.stm>.

The Buchanan site has long been associated with 
boating. Initially the Buchanan Marina, the site was 
a well-regarded location in the boating community 
until the late 80’s[5]. Following its closure, the Point 
Douglas Yacht Club operated from 1985 until its 
closure in 1997[6].

Currently, the site is a park and public boat launch. 
The boat launch is but one of four launches within 
the City Winnipeg[7], attracting people from all 
around the city.

“Launch”
Krista Goodman.
July 30th 2015.
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Map based off of GIS information from 
University of Manitoba Libraries. City 
of Winnipeg, Sattelite Map. ArcGIS® 
Software by Esri (accessed August 17th 
2015). Edited with Adobe Photoshop CS5.
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The Buchanan Boat Launch site is a Returned Wilderness. 
As previously defined, a Returned Wilderness is the passive 
process of abandoning a landscape to be regained by the 
surrounding nature to achieve a new wilderness state[8]. 
While the western portion of the site is maintained as a 
Park within the City of Winnipeg, the eastern-half of the 
property has been left to the wild. 

Wilderness Type_

“Thicket”
Krista Goodman.
July 30th 2015.

Citations
[8] Krista Goodman. “There is a New Wild Everywhere”. LARC 7300: Landscape Topics. University of Manitoba. (2015) 27.
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5-1. 5-2.

5-3. 5-4. 5-5. 5-6.
Image 5-1 [Krist Goodman. July 30th 2015.]
Image 5-2 [Ibid. October 11th 2015.]
Image 5-3 [Ibid.]
Image 5-4 [Ibid.]
Image 5-5 [Ibid. March 24th 2016.]
Image 5-6 [Ibid.]
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Marina Remnants

Old Tanker

Parking

Overgrown 
Meadow

CPR Rail Line

Boat Launch

Lawn

Bosque of trees

Riverbottom 
Forest

Sandbar Willows

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

Dirt Pathways

CPR Access Road

There are remnants of the former Marina scattered 
throughout the site although the former structures was 
removed.  

The majority of the site is softscape such as lawn and 
meadow, however there are large Common Burdock 
bushes (Arctium minus subsp . minus) with burrs that would need to 
be removed.

There are several paths throughout the site. The width and 
treads indicate the repeated driving of a truck through the 
site, creating a round circulating path. 

Along the railroad at the southern area of the site, a 
portion of the property is fenced off for access to the 
railroad line by CPR workers.

“Buchanan Boat Launch”
10m

Map based off of GIS information 
from University of Manitoba 
Libraries. City of Winnipeg, Sattelite 
Map. ArcGIS® Software by Esri 
(accessed August 17th 2015). Edited 
with Adobe Photoshop CS5.
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Buchanan Campground
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Boat Launch

Bicycle Rental

Campground Office

Canoe Rental

Campfire Site

Fishing

Garbage Drop-off

Information

Parking

Picnic Table

Recycling

Showers

Washrooms

Water Supply

Wifi

Single to Double Tent Campsite
A1 - A21

G1 - G5
Group Campsites (3+ Tents)

The campground offers single to two tent campsites 
as well as group camping areas. 

The main office for the campground is located near 
the entrance to the site. Information and Wifi are 
also available within the building with a seperate 
entrance to showers located at the back.

Washrooms and Water Supplly stations are 
staggered throughout the camping areas.

A boat and canoe rental shop is next to the boat 
launch, with group campfire and picnic areas 
adjacent to parking. A boardwalk is located next to 
the boat launch, allowing campers to look onto the 
river.

Recycling and Garbage drop-off is available upon 
exisiting, located near the main office.

Amenities

10m
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The vehicular traffic circulates throughout the 
campground on a gravel road, creating a loop. The road 
circulates in one direction and expands to accomodate 
two-way traffic at major entry and exit points. During 
the time of non- flooding, this road also passes under the 
railway line and connects to the Gateway Campground.

A pedestrian pathway runs along the river and connects 
to the south with the Gateway Campground. Secondary 
pedestrian pathways branch from the vehicular road to 
connect campsites with other areas of the campground.

A parking lot for additional parking is located near the 
entrance of the campground.
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Marina Remnants

Old Tanker

Additional
Parking
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CPR Rail Line

Campground Office

Boardwalk
(River Lookout)
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Vehicular 
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11. CPR Access Road

Spots for each of the campsites were 
based on the current conditions and 
terrain. Based on landforms and tree 
canopy, tents were tucked in along 
and in open spaces. 

The remnants of the old Marina 
are still located thoughout the 
campground and will eventually be 
overgrown with vegetation.

Vegetation was added around 
campsites to create wind breaks and 
for privacy. As intend for the site to 
slowly become wilder over time, 
suckering and spreading species will 
be used on site as they will spread 
and fill out throughout the area.
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“Buchanan Campground”
10m

Map based off of GIS information 
from University of Manitoba 
Libraries. City of Winnipeg, Sattelite 
Map. ArcGIS® Software by Esri 
(accessed August 17th 2015). Edited 
with Adobe Photoshop CS5.
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Section through boat launch and waterfront
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One Tent Campsite

All of the one tent campsites have:
-One platform (for tent)
-Picnic Table
-Campfire Pit
-One parking spot

Two tent campsites are provided with the same 
amenities as well as an additional platform. 

The vegetation surrounding the site will 
slowly fill out over time, creating a widler 
and intimate setting. 

5m
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5mSection through One and Two Tent Campsites
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Tent Platforms 2m
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5m

5m

3m

6

As the vegetation of the site fills out over time, the 
platform will reserve a place to tent.

Each platform is made of wood with a surrounding railing 
to secure the tent. A size of 5m by 5m was chosen to 
accommodate a large range of tents, allowing for a six 
person tent to fit comfortably. The platforms also offer an 
ideal place to tent during the winter camping as it will help 
prevent moisture build up in the tent. 
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Group Camping

All of the group campsites have:
-No Platforms / Open Camping 
-Picnic Tables
-Benches
-Large Campfire Pit

Group areas were decided based on large 
openings of lawn and or meadow. As these 
areas are intended to remain a meadow 
condition, these areas do not have platforms 
but are delineated by shrubs and trees along 
the perimeter. Campers can then choose 
where to camp on these sites, choosing 
different spots each time and preventing the 
killing of specific areas of grass.

5m
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5m
Section through group campsite
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Gateway IndustriesSite 2
Site two is currently the property of Gateway 
Industries located in the South Point Douglas 
Neighborhood. The site is accessed off of Point 
Douglas Avenue, which connects to Higgins 
Avenue before the CPR Rail Line underpass.

Citations
[9] Government of Canada. “Canadian Company Capabilities: Gateway Industries Ltd.”, Innovation, 
Science and Economic Development Canada, Government of Canada. Available at: < http://www.ic.gc.
ca/app/ccc/srch/nvgt.do;jsessionid=0001J7HUUS-BxxHWbyMIp63TEx4:1H27VVRNND?lang=eng&prtl
=1&sbPrtl=&estblmntNo=900156940000&profile=cmpltPrfl&profileId=201&app=sold&searchNav=F>. 
Accessed May 12th 2015.
[10] CBC News. “Fire causes $1.5M damage at Winnipeg Business”, CBC News Manitoba. Accessed May 
12th 2015. Available at:<http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/fire-causes-1-5m-damage-at-
winnipeg-business-1.986939>.

Gateway Industries was once a large manufacturing 
plant that produces a large variety of products. 
Currently gateway industries is listed as producing; 
herbicides, scalp and hair products, shampoo, 
conditioner, toilet soap, soap powders and liquid 
soap[9]. The company also used to be a paper mill 
until a large chemical fire burnt a large portion of 
the operation in October of 2011[10]. Debris and a 
mess of old industrial equipment is strewn around 
the yard in heaps. This fire, an overall decline in the 
company, and the repeated acts of vandalism has 
caused the property to slowly fall into ruin.

“Graffiti”
Anonymous.
Winter 2013.
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Map based off of GIS information from 
University of Manitoba Libraries. City 
of Winnipeg, Sattelite Map. ArcGIS® 
Software by Esri (accessed August 17th 
2015). Edited with Adobe Photoshop CS5.



174

W
ilderness Bound   

The Gateway Industries site is a Returned Wilderness. As 
previously defined, a Returned Wilderness is the passive 
process of abandoning a landscape to be regained by 
the surrounding nature to achieve a new wilderness 
state[11]. Once abandoned, the land will then go through 
a transformation of states; decayed - ruined – over 
grown – and wild. 

Wilderness Type_

“Smashed”
Krista Goodman.
October 11th 2015.

As the industry of the site has faded, the area has slowly 
begun to fall to ruins. Repeated vandalism and the large 
fire have hurried along the process of decay, allowing for 
vegetation to grow up through the rubble. 

Citations
[11] Krista Goodman. “There is a New Wild Everywhere”. LARC 7300: Landscape Topics. University of Manitoba. 
(2015) 27.
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5-1. 5-2.

5-3. 5-4. 5-5. 5-6.
Image 5-1 [Krist Goodman. October 11th 2015.]
Image 5-2 [Ibid. ]
Image 5-3 [Anonymous. Winter 2013.]
Image 5-4 [Ibid.]
Image 5-5 [Ibid.]
Image 5-6 [Ibid.]
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Industrial Junk

Area of recent fire
(Burnt Ruins)

Secondary
Delapidated Buildings

CPR Rail Line

Gateway Industries
Offices and  Operations

Old Railway Line

Riverbottom 
Forest

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

Concrete Pathways

Riverbank 
Sloughing

The majority of the site is in a state of ruin. Large heaps of 
former industrial junk are strewn about the property. 

The majority of the site is concrete with very little 
vegetation. There is a lack of vegetation along large 
portions of the riverbank, possibly due to contaminants 
within the soil.

The rubble is cleared throughout some portions of the site, 
creating a round circulating path. 

Along the north-east side of the site as well as along the 
south-west, fences, barrakades and even boxcars have 
been used to block access to the yard.

“Gateway Industries”
10m

Map based off of GIS information 
from University of Manitoba 
Libraries. City of Winnipeg, Sattelite 
Map. ArcGIS® Software by Esri 
(accessed August 17th 2015). Edited 
with Adobe Photoshop CS5.
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Gateway Campground
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Campground Office

Campfire Site

Fishing

Garbage Drop-off

Information

Parking

Picnic Table

Recycling

Showers

Washrooms

Water Supply

Wifi

The campground offers travel trailer and oTENtik 
campsites. 

The Campground office is located next to the 
entrance from Point Douglas Avenue and was 
formerly the main office of Gateway Industries. 
Information and Wifi are also available within the 
building. Showering facilities are located adjacent 
to the office as a seperate building. 

Washrooms and Water Supplly stations are 
staggered throughout the camping areas.

Group campfire and picnic areas are located next to 
the main office as well as along the riverbank.

Recycling and Garbage drop-off is available upon 
exisiting, located near the main office.

Amenities

Travel Trailer Campsite
B1 - B13

C1 - C11
oTENtik Campsite (6 person Maximum)

10m
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Circulation for the campground is created by clearing 
pathways through the debris. Concrete areas that are 
not road will be cut, broken and crushed, further defining 
the limits of the road. This road circulates throughout 
the campground giving access to each campsite as 
well as connects to the north-east, with the Buchanan 
Campground.

A pedestrian pathway runs along the river and connects 
to the south with the Gateway Campground. Secondary 
pedestrian pathways branch from the vehicular road to 
connect campsites with other areas of the campground.

Additionally, the manufacturing building to the north 
of the site is opened up to allow for a covered surplus 
parking area for the campsite.



183

Chapter 5 - Experiencing W
ilderness.Campsite Circulation

One way

One way

One
 w

ay

On
e w

ay
One way

One way

One way

Two wayTwo way

Emergency
Exit

Entrance

Vehicular Circulation
Pedestrian Circulation
Direction of Travel

10m



184

W
ilderness Bound   

Red River

1.

Building
[Closed]

Paths Continue 
to Buchanan 
Campground

Re
sid

en
tia

l B
ac

kl
an

e

Emergency 
Exit

Point Douglas Avenue

Gr
ac

e 
St

re
et

Showers
Washrooms

W
al

ki
ng

 P
at

h

Walking Path

Walking Path

Vehicular Path

Ve
hi

cu
la

r P
at

h

Vehicular Path

Ve
hi

cu
la

r P
at

h

Entrance

Vehicular Path

7.

7.

7.

7.

6.
6.

6.

6.

6.

5.

5.

5.

5.

5.

5.

5.
5.

5.
5.

5.
5.

5.

5.

5.

4.

3.

2.



185

Chapter 5 - Experiencing W
ilderness.

Spots for the campsites were based on clearings 
in the ruins.  These spaces are delineated by the 
cutting and breaking up of the hard surfaces, 
creating a barrier to vehicles and also enabling 
the initial processes of vegetation for the site. This 
area does not include spaces for RVs due to their 
immense size and inability to navigate narrower 
spaces. The turning radius of most RVs would prove 
difficult within this space. 

A partially burnt and collapsed building at the 
center of the site is uncovered and restructured to 
be a partially covered and shaded picnic area. 

Areas of broken concrete will be seeded with a 
mixture of prairie grasses and Sandbar Willow. By 
seeding, it enables the area to establish vegetation 
but allows the site to evolve and grow wilder over 
time. As the site is considered contaminated, the 
species of the plants have been considered for 
effects of phytoremediation. 

Existing Trees / Vegetation

New Trees

New Shrubs

Industrial Junk

Additional Parking 
(covered)

Picnic Shelter
(collapsed building)

CPR Rail Line

Campground Office1.
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“Gateway Campground”
10m

Map based off of GIS information 
from University of Manitoba 
Libraries. City of Winnipeg, Sattelite 
Map. ArcGIS® Software by Esri 
(accessed August 17th 2015). Edited 
with Adobe Photoshop CS5.
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Wild over Time
The remainder of the Gateway Industries Office building 
was starting to crumble, the roof was removed to expose 
the manufacturing floor. A circulatory road travels through 
the space and the remaining portions of the concrete floor 
are cut and crumbled. Cottonwood trees will be planted in 
a gridded form throughout the space with and underlying 
grid of trembling aspens. The trees were chosen to be laid 
out in a grid formation as the juxtaposition of the linear 
order of the trees and the surrounding industrial ruins 
creates a contrast. Christopher Woodward suggests that 
this juxtaposition creates a “narrative over time”[12] and 
become “places of reflection”[13] that “suspend, or reverse, 
normal assumptions of time”[14]. The wilding of the site will 
become more pronounced as the trees grow, sucker and 
spread throughout the space, breaking the linear order of 
the original planting.
Citations
[12] Christopher Woodward. “Learning from Detroit or “the Wrong Kind of Ruins”, Urban Wildscapes. ed. Anna 
Jorgensen and Richard Keenan. (New York: Routledge. 2012) 18.
[13] Ibid.
[14] Ibid. 



188

W
ilderness Bound   

oTENtik Camping

5m

Each Otentik campsite has:
-oTENtik structure (fits up to 6 people)

-one parking space
-two picnic tables and 
-a campfire pit

As the vegetation starts to grow, the 
surrounding the site will slowly fill out over 
time, creating a widler and intimate setting. 
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5m

The Travel Trailer campsites have an entrance 
and exit for vehicles to pull through the site.
Each campsite has: 
-an open area
-a picnic table and 
-a campfire pit

Travel Trailer Camping
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Manitoba Hydro LotSite 3
Located in North Point Douglas, this particular 
Manitoba Hydro lot is located along Annabella 
Street, just north of the CPR Rail Line.

Not much is known about this site other than it is 
owned by Manitoba Hydro. A small red property 
sign is erected at the gate of the site, indicating 
ownership. However, the area is currently unused 
an has not shown signs of occupancy for the past 
few months. While other hydro lands within the 
area are contaminated, this particular lot is not 
listed as contaminated[15].

Citations
[15] Government of Manitoba. “Manitoba Contaminated Sites List”, Contaminated/Impacted Sites 
Program: Government of Manitoba. Accessed May 15th 2016. Available at: <http://www.gov.mb.ca/
conservation/envprograms/contams/pdf/mb_sites_list_nov_2009.pdf>.

“Parked”
Krista Goodman.
May 5th 2015.
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CPR Rail Line Industrial

Industrial

Industrial

Residential

10m

Map based off of GIS information from 
University of Manitoba Libraries. City 
of Winnipeg, Sattelite Map. ArcGIS® 
Software by Esri (accessed August 17th 
2015). Edited with Adobe Photoshop CS5.
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The Manitoba Hydro site is a Wilderness of Absence. As 
previously defined, this wilderness is a reaction to our 
inability to meet our perceived notion of place with our 
expectations of that place. The Wilderness of Absence is 
the interpretation of wilderness, “in relation to a void in 
perceptions, upsetting our preconceived notions of that 
particular space”[16]. 

Wilderness Type_

“Empty”
Krista Goodman.
May 5th 2015.

As the sign would indicate, this site is owned, but there is 
a lack of care. This site in relationship to the neighboring 
property leaves the site feeling as though something is 
missing.

Citations
[16] Krista Goodman. “There is a New Wild Everywhere”. LARC 7300: Landscape Topics. University of Manitoba. 
(2015) 40.
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Image 5-2 [Ibid.]
Image 5-3 [Ibid.]
Image 5-4 [Ibid.]
Image 5-5 [Ibid.]
Image 5-6 [Ibid.]

5-1. 5-2.

5-3. 5-4. 5-5. 5-6.
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The land is covered by an inconsistent gravel pad that has 
patches of mud wearing through the surface.  There is 
grasses starting to grow within the site as well as there are 
thick bushes and trees growing around the perimeter of 
the site. There is a chain fence surrounding the edge of the 
property, with a swing-gate for entry. The site is very open 
and in some was secluded from its surroundings. The trees 
provide a buffer to the adjacent properties although, there 
are not many built structures within the vicinity of this site.  

This property is located along Annabella Street, which is a 
trucking route. Swing-Gate

Manitoba Hydro Lot 
(Vacant)1.

2.

“Manitoba Hydro Lot”

5m

Map based off of GIS information 
from University of Manitoba 
Libraries. City of Winnipeg, Sattelite 
Map. ArcGIS® Software by Esri 
(accessed August 17th 2015). Edited 
with Adobe Photoshop CS5.
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Hydro Rv Campground
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RV Campsites
D1 - D12

Campground Office

Campfire Site

Dump Station

Garbage Drop-off

Information

Recycling

Showers

Washrooms

Water Supply

Wifi

This campground offers RV campsites. 

The Campground Office is located next to the 
entrance from Annabella Street. Information 
and Wifi are also available within the building. 
Washrooms and showering facilities have a 
seperate entrance located around the back of the 
building along with a Water Supply tap. 

There is a group campfire and picnic area located 
next to the main office.

Recycling and Garbage drop-off is available upon 
exisiting, located near the main office.

Amenities

5m
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The maximum length allowed by the province for 
an RV is 14meters[17]. A turning radius of a vehicle 
with this dimension was used to calculate the space 
required for maneuvering within the space.

Using this path of travel, a place for the Dump 
Station was determined.

Turning Radius

8m

900

1800

8m

14m

Citations
[17] RVDA of Canada. “Summary of Provincial Rv Regulations“, Recreation Vehicle Dealers Association of 
Canada. (June 2014) Accessed May 18th 2016. Available at: <http://www.rvda.ca/ProvRVRegs.asp>. 
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5m

Map based off of GIS information 
from University of Manitoba 
Libraries. City of Winnipeg, Sattelite 
Map. ArcGIS® Software by Esri 
(accessed August 17th 2015). Edited 
with Adobe Photoshop CS5.

Path of 
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Tree Canopy
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Existing Trees / Vegetation

New Trees

New Shrubs

Path of Travel

CPR Rail Line

Campground Office1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Dump Station

Group Campfire
Area

The stalls and or bays, will be created through 
the addition of shrubs and trees. This will provide 
partial privacy between RVs and also provide shade. 
Vegetation will also be added around the edges of 
the property to provide more privacy.

The center of the campground will remain 
empty, allowing adequate space for large RV and 
motorhomes to maneuver within the space.
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“Manitoba Campground”

5m

Map based off of GIS information 
from University of Manitoba 
Libraries. City of Winnipeg, Sattelite 
Map. ArcGIS® Software by Esri 
(accessed August 17th 2015). Edited 
with Adobe Photoshop CS5.
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East-West section through Hydro Campground 2m
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Watkins BuildingSite 4
Located in South Point Douglas, the Watkins 
Building is located along Annabella Street, just 
south of the CPR Rail Line.

The building was constructed in 1914 by the 
architect John Woodman for the J.R. Watkins 
Medical Company. Between 1935 and 1939 the 
company also acquired adjacent land on which they 
built a garden. The company continued to function, 
producing health and sanitation products until the 
late 80’s when the company moved[18]. 

Citations
[18] Manitoba Historical Society. “J. R. Watkins Company Building”, The Manitoba Historical Society 
Website. Accessed May 18th 2016. Available at: <http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/sites/watkinsbuilding.
shtml>.

“Rise Above”
Krista Goodman.
May 5th 2015.
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Sutherland Avenue
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CPR Rail Line Industrial

Industrial

Industrial

Residential

10m

Map based off of GIS information from 
University of Manitoba Libraries. City 
of Winnipeg, Sattelite Map. ArcGIS® 
Software by Esri (accessed August 17th 
2015). Edited with Adobe Photoshop CS5.
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The Watkins Building Rooftop site is a Wilderness of 
the Dark. As it is one of the tallest buildings within the 
area, the Watkins building rooftop offers the greatest 
vantage point to which to views the stars in the night sky. 
Wilderness of the Dark was previously defined, ensuing 
when an individual interprets a landscape as being wild 
and unpredictable that would otherwise be interpreted 
differently had there been light[19]. 

Wilderness Type_

“Remain”
Krista Goodman.
May 5th 2015.

This form of wilderness is not about the vegetation that 
surrounds the site but focuses more on the experience 
of the individual in relation to their surroundings in a 
darkened setting.

Citations
[19] Krista Goodman. “There is a New Wild Everywhere”. LARC 7300: Landscape Topics. University of Manitoba. 
(2015) 40.
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Image 5-2 [Ibid.]
Image 5-3 [Ibid.]
Image 5-4 [Ibid.]
Image 5-5 [Ibid.]
Image 5-6 [Ibid.]

5-1. 5-2.

5-3. 5-4. 5-5. 5-6.
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Rooftop Access

Watkins Garden

Watkins Building

2.

1.

3.

This building has endured while many of the surrounding 
buildings have not lasted. This particular wilderness site is 
located on top of the Watkins Building.

Currently, a stairwell leads up and onto the roof of the 
building. Once on top, you can see that the roof is covered 
by a thin layer of gravel.

“Watkins Building”

5m

Map based off of GIS information 
from University of Manitoba 
Libraries. City of Winnipeg, Sattelite 
Map. ArcGIS® Software by Esri 
(accessed August 17th 2015). Edited 
with Adobe Photoshop CS5.
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CPR Rail Line
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Watkins Campground
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Campground Office

Information

Showers

Washrooms

Water Supply

Wifi

All amenities for this roftop campground will be 
contained within the building.

For obvious reasons, this campsite is for tenting only. 
There are six sites available for this campground.

Amenities

One Tent Campsites
E1 - E6

5m
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1.
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Existing Trees / Vegetation

North Arrow

CPR Rail Line

Rooftop Access1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Sunshade

Reclined Seating

Each site has a platform onto which campers 
can pitch their tent. Each site also includes 
a picnic table. Additional reclined seating is 
available around the rooftop. 

Railing will be added for the safety of the 
campers.

As it can be extremely hot on the rooftop 
during the summer, a sunshade has been 
added to provide cover for the tents. This 
sunshade is made of the same material 

as the otentik structures used in the Gateway 
Campground. At the center of the sunshade a 
circular hole provides the chance for campers to 
view the stars.

The roof is not made to support the addition of a 
significant amount of vegetation and as so, I will 
not be adding any vegetation on top of the roof. 
The type of wilderness to which this site engages is 
not about the physical characteristics of wilderness, 
it is about the experience of the Dark.

“Watkins Campground”

5m

Map based off of GIS information 
from University of Manitoba 
Libraries. City of Winnipeg, Sattelite 
Map. ArcGIS® Software by Esri 
(accessed August 17th 2015). Edited 
with Adobe Photoshop CS5.
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North Elevation during Day
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This practicum explores the identity of wilderness by 
engaging the narratives and history of wilderness in 
order to redefine and engage the discipline of landscape 
architecture in the future development of urban wilderness 
spaces in the City of Winnipeg. The continued success of 
wilderness landscapes depends on the expansion of our 
perception of wilderness to include a set of wilderness 
types. Through engagement with these wildernesses, I 
believe that we can design and plan wilderness spaces 
that are engaging, informed and worth maintaining. 
This practicum also explores the relationship between 
individuals and wilderness, engaging the different ways 
in which people experience wilderness and the ways in 
which it changes the perception of spaces. As wilderness 
perception and identity is greatly tied to our psychological 
understanding of that space, both physical and 
psychological aspects were utilized to define and express 
the qualities of wilderness. 

The designs of the campgrounds were meant as a way 
of illustrating the different ways in which to engage the 
notion of wilderness identity. By embracing the different 
facets of wilderness, I believe that we can not only begin 
to design spaces of greater significance, meaning and 
utility, but also provide a more sustainable approach to the 
planning of urban wildernesses of the future. 

The sites were chosen to explore the different wilderness 
types as well as engage the narratives of the individual 
sites. Although there are others of the same types of 
wildernesses within Point Douglas, the spaces were chosen 
as examples of what can be applied at other similar sites 
that I have chosen not to develop. An urban wilderness 
campground located at the centre of the City of Winnipeg, 
will help reenchant the identity of wilderness by enticing 
urban dwellers to experience wilderness, while providing 
the comforts of home. The urban campground also offers 

Conclusion
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the unique experience of being in close proximity to many 
desirable adjacent neighborhoods (including grocery 
stores, restaurants, shopping stores and entertainment) 
but also allowing the opportunity for campers to use 
other means of transportation such as walking, biking and 
bussing to the campsites. 

In many ways this practicum became the expression of 
my own wilderness experiences and the struggle to define 
the spaces to which I love and appreciate. Although it was 
at times difficult to find the right words, I hope that by 
articulating the large range of wilderness landscapes and 
the narratives that they hold, that I inspire those to find a 
wilderness of their own. These sites not only provide spaces 
for wildlife but also provide a space for the wild within us.

“Observe”
Carmela Bul-lalayou.
June 2014.

Saskatchewan Landing,
Saskatchewan.
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