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Abstract:

The purpose of this practicum is to provide people with
an opportunity to explore the prairie landscape through the
design of an eighteen hole golf course. The result is a golf
course that is responsive to the unique landscape conditions
of the prairies - both physical and cultural - and also to the
unique landscape conditions of a specífic site within the
prarnes.

The document consists of ten parts. ïhe first part is a
brief introduction to the game of golf and the physical
components of a course. The second part traces the history
of the game from its earliest beginnings, while the third part
discusses the influence of technology on the game
throughout its history. The fourth section addresses the
history and principles of golf course design and the fifth
deals with the experiential side of golf. The sixth part
introduces the prairies, as seen in major works of Canadian
fiction in the twentieth century, as a means of understanding
this subtle and complex landscape. The seventh and eighth
sections introduce, describe and analyze the site for the golf
course, Asessippi Provincial Park. The ninth part deals with
the design of the golf course from routing options through to
the final presentation drawings and details. The tenth part
draws conclusions on the research and suggests areas for
furtherstudy.
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Prelude

To learn golf architecture, one must know golf itself, its
companionships, its joys, its sorrows, its battles - one
must play golf and love it.

(Thomas, n. p.)

It started with a thought, as all things tend to. On a

crisp fall morning, during a game of golf on a course that

was soon to close for the season, I wondered, "This is great,

but couldn't it be better? There must be others who feel the

same way as I do..." So I began to look for, and indeed I

found, others who had similar thoughts, visions and hopes

for the game of golf. This project is for them. This search

needed a place, and my place is the prairies - no place

versus some place.

Figure 0.'l : Nike Golf Advertisement

Source: Golf Magazine, March 1999, 141

lntroduction

golÍ n: a game whose object ís to sink a ball into each of
the 9 or 1B successive holes on a course by using as few
strokes as possible and avoiding various obstacles

prairie n : a tract of grassland: as a : a large area of
level or rolling land... with generally deep fertile soil, a
cover of tall coarse grasses, and few trees b : one of the
dry treeless plateaus into which the prairies proper merge
on the west

(Gove, 359, 667)

ln the year 2001, more often than not, the landscape

is adapted to the game of golf, rather than the game being

adapted to the land. Japanese mountains are obliterated to

make way for fairways and eighty foot high sand dunes are

thrown up to simulate the Scottish coast in the Midwest

United States (Cerver, 145; McCallen, 60). But golf began

as a game in which players traversed the given landscape to

reach a goal, and I believe that the spott has strayed from

this original purpose. I also believe that it is not too late to

be saved. Some people may find this notion romantic or

idealistic, which inevitably leads to the question, "ls this

project just what I want, or is it what is truly needed?" I

believe that the answer is both.

One of the goals of landscape architecture is to

create experiences. As Gordon Cullen states in The

Conctse Townscape:

Since it is an instinctive and continuous habit of the body
to relate itself to the environment, this sense of position
cannot be ignored; it becomes a factor in the design of
the environment... I would go further and say that it
should be exploited.

(10)

As professionals, landscape architects dispense their

particular knowledge in the same way that a doctor would.

They prescribe what they believe to be best for a given

function in a specific place at a particular time. This

Figure 0.2: Golf Club and Ball

Source: Photo by Author
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approach is the same in golf course architecture. However,

spatial requirements and expected levels of maintenance

have changed over the past one hundred years,

necessitating an alteration in our approach to course design.

Although this change over time is inevitable, these practical

considerations cannot be allowed to erase... the ideal. Many

will argue, "lt's just golf." To that I respond, what if

Beethoven had said, "lt's just music"?; Monet, "lt's just

painting"?; Shakespeare... well, you get the idea.

With these senfiments in mind, the purpose of this

practicum is to explore the experiential side of the game of

golf and to define the essential characteristics of the prairie

landscape, using the two as a framework for the design of a

prairie golf course. Many, such as William Hallberg, feel that

the notion of the sport as an opportunity to connect with the

landscape has been lost, and that this trend has the

potential to lower the overall appeal of the game. ln The

Soul of Golfhe writes, "No electric carts here. No

condominiums, no billion dollar mansions... no clubhouse...

only a dusky tavern, a nineteenth-hole way-station where

golfers hoist pints and recount their triumphs and

tribulations" (1997, 9). Current research on golf course

architecture tends to focus on technical and spatial

requirements of the game, along with the ecological impact

of course development. As Hallberg indicates, the

experiential qualities of the game are equally important and

there is a call for a more thorough investigation into this

crucial component of golf course design. ln evaluating the

character of the prairie. an attempt will be made to

incorporate this grassland environment into an investigation

of our approach to golf and the landscape.

ln this pursuit, this practicum will:

I - Describe the game of golf
2 - Explore the history and tradition of Golf
3 - Address the influence of changing technology on the nature of the
sport.
4 - Discuss the development of golf course architecture, the basic

principles of course design and practical considerations of course
development.
5 - lllustrate the spirit of the game of golf and its experiential qualities.
6 - Explore the prairie experience as found in works of prairie fiction,
highlighting converging themes found in golf and in the prairie landscape.
7 - Describe and analyze a site for the construction of a prairie golf
course.
B - Produce the design for a golf course and related facilities.

Source: Photo by Author
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Ghapter l: The Game of Golf: An lntroduction

for the Uninitiated

Quite simply, if a man[sic] has a club in his hands he[sic]
will look for something to hit with it...

(Green, 8)

The object of the modern game of golf proper, is to hit

a small, round, usually white, ball into a hole cut into the

ground, in as few strokes as possible. Players use a set of

no more than fourteen 'clubs' in order to propel the ball

through the air, or along the ground, from a starting point into

the hole. Traditionally an outdoor game, the accepted

surface of play for golf is close-cropped turf or grass, while

Figure 1.1: Golf Clubs
Source: Photo by Author
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sand and snow are used in places where suitable grass

cannot be grown (Green, 190,'198).

The main areas for play are the tee, fain¡vay and

green, which, when combined, make up a golf 'hole'. Play

on each hole begins on the tee, a generally level area of

short grass, often elevated above the surrounding ground.

When starting a hole, players are permitted to place the ball

on a small wooden or plastic peg, itself known as a 'tee,'

which elevates the ball above the grass, making it easier to

achieve solid contact. The fairway is grass cut at a similar

height to the tee, running from the tee to the green, providing

a good lie from which to advance the ball. The green is an

area of turf cut shorter than that of the tee or fairuuay and is

the place where the hole is cut. For visibility a stick, to which

a small flag is attached, indicates the hole. Generally, the

ball is hit through the air from the tee and fairway, with a

variety of clubs, each with different degrees of loft. On the

green, the ball is struck with a flat-faced club called a 'putter'

so that it rolls along the ground. Between the tee and the

green a player must negotiate safely through, around and

over a set of hazards. These include, but are not limited to:

natural or aftificial contours of the land; longer grass or

'rough'; pits of sand or grass known as 'bunkers'; trees,

bushes and other vegetation; water in the form of wetlands,

lakes, rivers or the sea; rocks and stones.

Figure 1.3: Golf in snow
Source: Green, 198

Play is carried out on a golf course, which is a set of I
or 18 holes, which generally measure between 100 to 600

yards each in length. Each of the holes is assigned a par

value; par being the score expected of what Browning calls

"a hypothetical opponent playing perfect golf at every hole"

(182). Standard par for a hole up to 250 yards is 3, while

holes between 250 and 480 yards are assigned a par of 4.
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Ghapter 2= A (Brief) History of Golf

The miracle of golf was the synthesis in opposition, as in
no other game, of the long and the short, the strong and
the weak, the brash and the canny, skill and chance,
rough and smooth. At the start it was certainly rough.
Now we may be in danger of it becoming too smooth.

(Hawtree, B)

2.1Early Beginnings

There is a romantic notion that golf was ¡nvented by a

Scottish shepherd, who one day hit a small round stone with

his herding crook. Pleased with the outcome of his stroke,

he found the stone and proceeded to hit it clear across his

pasture until it rolled into a rabbit hole. Retrieving the

pebble, he pulled it out and set off in a new direction and

played into another hole. Golf was born! As Browning

points out, there is no evidence to support this fable (7).

Regardless, it is an enjoyable story typical of the rich

mythology that surrounds the game. Golf has always had an

aura of being something more than it appears to be, and an

understanding of golf's many layers will help in one's

understanding of it as a game of landscape experience. As

a person learns about the history and evolution of the spoft,

insight is gained into different symbols associated with golf.

Themes linked to those found in the culture of the prairies

begin to emerge and provide a framework for the design of a

golf course. Changing technology, etiquette and fair play,

camaraderie, our struggles to survive in and understand our

surroundings, and the beauty found in the outdoor

environment are several notions that link this Scottish game

to the Canadian west.

How exactly did golf come to

be? There is much speculation

concerning the origins of golf, with no

less than seven different countries

professing to be the creators of this

unique stick-and-ball game. Scotland,

the traditionally acknowledged

birthplace of the modern game, is

joined by England, France, ltaly,

Holland, China and Japan in claiming Fisure2.2.. tmase of a
Japanese Stick and Ball

to be the first country in which golf was Game
Source: Concannon, '11

played (Concannon, 10). Paganica, an

ancient Roman game, represents the oldest such claim.

lntroduced to England during Roman occupation in the 1"t

century AD, the game was played using a bent wooden stick

to hit a leather ball filled with feathers to an arbitrary outdoor

target, such as a tree stump (Concannon, 11).

An English game known

as Cambucca or Cambucwas

played during the 14th century

using a wooden ball and curved

stick, but there are few other

links between this game and

golf. The French game Jeu-De-

Mailwas also played with a

wooden ball and a metal

hammer or mallet, usually along

dirt tracks or tree-lined roads.

Figure 2.3: Glubs and Balls
used in Jeu-De-Mail/Pall Mall

Source: Concannon, 10

The boundaries in jeu-de-mail were much more rigid than

those found in golf. This landscape game was called Pa//-

Ma//in England, where it gradually moved indoors, much

later than the earliest records of Scottish golf (Concannon,

12). These early games illustrate the essential nature of golf

as a game in which one must interact with, and

accommodate, different features of the landscape.

Dutch historian Steven van Hengel claims that a similar

game known as Colfwas played in Holland during on Boxing

Day in 1297 (Green, 9). However, the earliest written

references to anything resembling modern-day golf occur in

1353. They mention a game called Chole (or Thole) played

in Belgium at Flanders (Browning, 8). lt is thought that chole

Figure 2.1: The First lnternational Foursome by Allan Stewart
Source: Browning, 12
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Figure 2.5: Playing Het Kolven in A Frost Scene by Adriaen van de Veld

Source: Browning,48
Figure 2.6: Kolven on the lce by Aert van der Neer

Figure2.4: Chole by PaulBril
Source: Browning, 32

was derived from the English Hurleyor Shnfy, a form of

hockey. During this period, a similar game called Soulewas

being played across the landscape in France. Both chole

and soule were a combination of hockey and golf. These

sports were team games, where a distant landmark in the

landscape was chosen as a target. Teams then bid for the

number of turns (of three shots) it would take for them to

reach the goal. The team with the lowest bid would then

attempt to reach the goal by hitting a ball towards the target

with a stick. After each three-shot turn, the opposing team

would have the opportunity to hit the ball backwards or into a

hazard, and prevent the advancing team from hitting the

target in the prescribed number of turns (Browning, 9). This

presence of teams in these spofis contributes to the notion

of games like golf facilitating social interaction.

The Dutch game Kolven or Het Kolven is also believed

to be a progenitor of golf. lt was played in a walled space or

covered court, with players hitting a heavy ball from one post

set in the ground to another, and then back. The side

managing to hit both of the posts in the fewest strokes was

declared the winner (Plumridge, 8). The game was actually

played in churches and churchyards for a time as well. The

straight, brass-faced implements used were known as kofi

meaning club, and it is easy to see how the word kolf

evolved into go/f. ln the winter, the game was played

outdoors and on frozen rivers and canals throughout the

Dutch countryside. This outdoor game was closer in

appearance (than the indoor version) to what we now know

as golf.

Over time, het kolven came to be viewed as a waste of

good public land and was relegated to marginal, non-

agricultural land such as roads and ditches (Kavanagh, lX).

Source: Browning, 57

This is an idea that has long been associated with golf and

similar sports. Eventually, het kolven became forbidden in

public places and moved permanently indoors. Although it is

agreed that het kolven bore "little resemblance to golf'

(Browning, 15), many historians credit Holland with the

invention of golf because of an image found in an old Dutch

text called the Book of Hours, dated 1530. This volume

contained the first depiction of a stick-and-ball game that

was played into a hole for a target (Plumridge, 8-9).

As mentioned earlier, it is not exactly clear which game

lead to the creation of golf as it is known today. Robert

Figure 2.7: lmage from the Book of Hours

Source: Browning, 41
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Browning makes the strongest argument, repofting that the

game that would become golf made its way to Scotland

during the English occupation of France around the year

1420 (12). At this time, the French sent ambassadors to

Scotland to ask for military support, and it is likely that

Scottish soldiers brought the game of soule back across the

North sea after trying it out in France. lndeed, while 'playing

Figure 2,8: Golfers Putting

Source: Plumridge, 223

at ball', the Scots discovered an English surprise attack and

scored a decisive victory over their traditional military

adversaries. Over the next three to four hundred years, until

the game spread to England, then lndia, and throughout the

commonwealth, the Scots developed and refined this sport

into the one we know today as golf. As Browning asserts:

...the simple fact remains that it was the Scots who
devised the essential features of golf, the combination of
hitting for distance with the final nicety of approach to an
exiguous mark, and the independent progress of each

player with his[sic] own ball, free from interference by
his[sic]adversary. 

(19)

This idea is supporled by Robert Green when he

acknowledges that the Scottish have only ever played such

stick-and-ball games with a hole for the target. He adds that

they are the only cultural group who can make such a claim

(10).

2.2 A Royal and Ancient Game

At 650 years of age, golf is certainly Ancient, and it is

the Scottish and English who are responsible for the game's

Royal status. lt is considered Royal because the Kings and

Queens of Scotland, England and the UK have played it

over most of those 650 years (Browning, 1). lndeed, as

Robert Browning states, the game "...is the outward and

visible symbol of the union of England and Scotland" (1).

The game has been important in the affairs of the two

countries for as long as it has been played. ln 1457, an Act

of the Scottish Parliament was appended to include golf,

along with football (soccer), as sports forbidden from play

because they interfered with military training (Plumridge, 9).

With England and Scotland continually warring, King James

ll of Scotland decreed that seaside land normally used for

golf and football

was to be

reserved for the

army to practice at

archery and other

forms of warfare.

Similar acts were

repeated again in

1470 and 1491.

Scotland's King

James lV finally

Figure 2.10: Mary, Queen of Scots Playing Golf
Source: Green, 9

lifted these bans in 1502 with the signing of the Treaty of

Perpetual Peace between England and Scotland in Glasgow

Cathedral. Clearly, the land would no longer be required for

military training. Quite soon after, James lV took up the

game of golf and then married Princess Margaret, daughter

of England's Henry Vll, in 1503, joining in principle the

kingdoms of Scotland and England (Browning, 2). From its

inception, golf has been a game of coming together and the

union of different groups of people.

Although it would come to be considered a Royal

game, golf was always accessible by all the servants of the
Figure 2.9: Charles the First Receives a Message While Golfing

Source: Green, 9
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kingdom. ln the year 1552, the Archbishop of St. Andrews,

John Hamilton, confirmed the legal rights of all citizens to

play golf upon the course there, for free no less (Browning,

60). However, play was not allowed at St. Andrews on

Sunday, a tradition that continues to this day. Further

Figure 2.11:

controversies involving golf were related to playing on the

Sabbath, with the game being banned on Sunday in both

Glasgow in 1589, and Edinburgh in 1592 (Browning,29).

These troubles were not to last. The union of the crowns of

England and Scotland in 1603 saw the succession of James

Vl and I to the throne of England. He would go on to lift the

ban on Sunday sports, specifically golf, shottly after the

introduction of a new golf ball, the "feathery", in 1618

(Browning, 30). The stage was set for the rapid

development of golf.

The modern history of golf begins with the formation of
the fìrst golf clubs in the middle of the 18h century.

(Browning,35)

Golfing societies or clubs came about as the nature of

competition changed through history. Originally, golf games

consisted only of match play and had no set number of

holes (Browning, 35). These matches were informal at best

- they were a means of socializing rather than competing.

As larger communities of players began to stage golf events,

they began to look for larger venues in which to dine and

mingle following the conclusion of play. As they outgrew

local pubs and restaurants, some groups built their own

facilities for these events. Two of the first "Golf Clubs"

formed were purely social, those being the Royal Burgess

Golfing Society of Edinburgh in 1735 and the Leith Links

Club, also of Edinburgh , in 1743 (Browning, 41, 36). These

clubs were unofficial and unorganized, a mere pretense for

golf and good cheer.

Figure 2.12: Silver Club and Balls

Source: Concannon,40

This situation

changed in 1744 with

the formation of the

Honourable Company

of Edinburgh Golfers.

This group organized

a competition on the

Leith Links in

Edinburgh, the winner

receiving a silver golf

club and being named the Captain of the Golf Club. This

original formalization of the game of golf is still in existence

today, with play taking place on the course in Muiffield,

Scotland (Green, 12). As a part of this competition, which

brought together players from various parts of the country,

the first formal set of rules for golf were written up, in order

to eliminate discrepancies between regional methods of play.

The thirteen rules are quite simple and further illustrate the

nature of golf as an honest competition against other players

and the landscape.

1. You must tee your ball within a club-length of the hole.
2. Your tee must be upon the ground.
3. You are not to change the ball which you strike off the
tee.
4. You are not to remove stones, bones or any break-club
for the sake of playing your ball, except upon the fair green,
and that only within a club length of your ball.
5. lf your ball come among any water or any watery fìlth,
you are at liberty to take out your ball and throw it behind
the hazard six yards at least; you may play it with any club,
and allow your adversary a stroke for so getting out your
ball.
6. lf your balls be found anywhere touching one another,
you are to lift the first ball until you play the last.
7. At holing you are to play your ball honestly for the hole,
and not to play upon your adversary's ball, not lying in your
way to the hole.
8. lf you should lose your ball by its being taken up or any
other way, you are to go back to the spot where you struck
last and drop another ball and allow your adversary a
stroke for the misfortune,
9. No [player]at holing his [or her] ball is to be allowed to
mark his way to the hole with his club or anything else.
10. lf a ball is stop'd by any person, horse, dog or anything
else, the ballso stop'd must be played where it lyes.
11. lf you draw your club in order to strike and proceed so
far with your stroke as to be bringing down your club, if
then your club should break in any way, it is to be
accounted a stroke.
12. He [She] whose ball lyes furthest from the hole is
obliged to play fìrst.
13. Neither trench, ditch, or dyke made for the preservation
of the links, nor the Scholars' Holes, nor the Soldiers Lines

fiocal features], shall be accounted a hazard, but the ball is
to be taken out, teed, and played with any iron club.

(Browning, 170-171)
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Golf had been played in the seaside town of St.

Andrews, Scotland, since the year 1552, and on May 14th,

1754 the St. Andrews golfers first played for their own silver

club (Green, 145). Acknowledged today as the "home of

golf', St. Andrews has come to be recognized as the world

authority on all matters concerning golf, save for the United

States. The club received Royal and Ancient status in 1834

after applying to King William lV who had made the club at

Perth the first Royal golfing venue in 1833 (Browning ,214).

Shortly thereafter, St. Andrews would publish its own

updated version of the rules of golf, and in 1897 the Royal

and Ancient Club at St. Andrews assumed control over the

rules of golf in Britain.

The addition of the golf club at St. Andrews was the

start of a number of other clubs forming after those in

Edinburgh. This included the formation of the first club

outside of Scotland, at Blackheath near London in 1766

(Browning, 39). Although this formation of golf clubs gave

prominence to the spoft, it also had a negative aspect.

Clubs began to bar the public from their competitions,

creating an elitist atmosphere that surrounds the game to

this day. (Browning, 36-38).

It is interesting to note that this elitist reputation nearly

caused the death of the game within 50 years of the first

clubs being formed (Concannon, 50). When the French

Revolution began 1789, it marked the onset of great social

upheaval throughout Europe over the proceeding 50 years.

Demonstrations by the lower classes in Scotland focused on

the members of the elite upper class, which included golfers

and members of the clubs. Players avoided the links, while

inflation and various economic troubles caused the closure

of many clubs (Concannon, 50). The beginning of the

industrial revolution also saw the halting of new course

development as marginal seaside lands were used for new

industries. However, that same development of industry

increased wealth and leisure time across Britain over the

years that followed. Technological developments relating to

the golf ball also helped to make the game more affordable.

This made golf more accessible to the lower and middle

classes, and a boom in club formation followed in Britain

British Empire, the first including the Royal Calcutta Golf

Club and the Royal Bombay Golfing Society in lndia by the

mid 1800s (Concannon,68). ln 1860, eight players

competed at Prestwick Golf Club in southwest Scotland for a

challenge belt, in a small tournament that would become

what is known today as The British Open (Browning ,78).

This tournament saw the beginning of a rivalry between the

players Willie Park and Tom Morris, Sr. The popular

competition signaled a great change in the face of golf. Until

this point in history golf matches were friendly in nature, with

no official "stakes". The prospect of material or financial

gain from golf was altogether unheard of before then. lt also

attached faces and personalities to great scores and ability,

fueling the mystique and intrigue of the game. The following

year, a committee meeting of the Prestwick Club resolved

that, "the Challenge Belt to be played for to-morrow and on

Figure 2.13: lmage from a window in

Gloucester Cathedral, England
Source: Concannon, 10

between '1850 and the turn

of the century. For the

record, there were twenty-

four established clubs in the

UK in 1851, and by 1899

that number had increased

to an astounding 1276

(Concannon, 51). Golf was

again a populist sport.

2.3 Golf around the World

The 19th century also saw the spread of golf around

the world and the beginnings of international tournament

golf. Naturally, the game spread quickly to Colonies of the

Figure 2.14: #4 Green, Prestwick Old Course, Scotland
Source: Steel, 25
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all future occasions until it be othen¡yise

resolved, shall be open to all the world"

(Browning, 80). As a result, the

popularity of golf in Britain increased

dramatically, and this effect trickled

down throughout the British Empire.

Courses and clubs soon followed in all

the major colonies, including Australia,

New Zealand, South Africa and Hong

Kong (Browning , 161, 163). Expatriates

also helped to establish the game

throughout Southeast Asia, Argentina

and South America, and continental

Europe. ln 1919, The Royal & Ancient

Club of St. Andrews would assume

Figure 2.'15: The Claret
Jug:The British Open
Championship Trophy

Source: Concannon, 54

club in North America (1786), though it disbanded within the

following 70 years (Browning, 115). lt is also believed that

Scottish soldiers in Canada were introducing the game to

Nova Scotia in the late 1700s as well (Kavanagh, X). By the

mid-1800s, golf was played by British soldiers of General

James Wolfe and the French troops of General Montcalm

near Quebec City on the plains of Abraham, close to the St.

Lawrence River. Finally, in November of 1873, the game

would officially take root in Nofth America, with the Royal

Montreal Club forming near Fletcher's Field in Mount Royal

Park (Browning, 162).

To return briefly to the pioneer nine holes on Fletcher's
Field, the course was laid out by the members
themselves at little cost. The membership was restricted
to 25, and there was no attempt to build a clubhouse or to
go in for extensive bunkering or trapping. The main idea
was to provide a golf course of a sort, to enable the
enthusiast to play in an adopted country the national
game of Scotland.

(Kavanagh, Xl-Xll)

Although the course itself would be moved to Dixie, near

Dorval, the club still exists today and is the oldest organized

golf club in North America. Clubs in Quebec and Toronto

followed shortly thereafter.

ln the United States, the formation of three new clubs,

Oakhurst in Virginia (1884), St. Andrews at Yonkers, New

York (1888) and Shinnecock Hills at Long lsland, New York

(1891) led to the formation of the United States Golf

Association in 1894 (Concannon, 9B). This organization

would become the governing body for golf in the U.S. and

direct the golfing world along with the Royal & Ancient Club

of St. Andrews. Canada would follow suit with the formation

of the Royal Canadian Golf Association, also in 1894. This

body was to act as "A representative and authoritative body

to further the best interests of the game and to extend its

popularity" (Kavanagh, 1 ).

Golf had already established itself in Manitoba by this

time, with the creation of courses at Stony Mountain (1889),

Virden (1892) and Winnipeg (1894). The course at Virden,

still in operation today, is the oldest in the province, with St.

Charles Golf and Country Club (1904) being the most

famous (Hackett, Xlll, 13, 16, 18). When the Saskatchewan

Golf Association was formed (1927), it would join those of

Manitoba (1915) and Alberta (1912) to firmly entrench golf

on the prairies for the 20th century (Kavanagh, 43, 46,48).

"supreme ruling authority for

management and control of the game", including the running

of the British Open Championship. By the end of the First

World War, golf had indeed spread across most of the world

(Green, 154, Concannon, 71).

ln Nodh America, references to golf being played in

what is now the United States date from as early as 1657, in

the form of complaints against kolven being played in the

streets (Browning, 113). Direct references to golf in

America can be found in military reports and advertisements

from the 1770s (Browning , 114). The South Carolina Golf

Club at Charleston is thought to be the first established golf

Figure 2.16: The St. Andrews Club of Yonkers, New York

Source: Browning, 180
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Source: Hackett, 255

2.4The Modern Era

As the number of popular tournaments around the

world increased, the number of golfing celebrities also

increased, contributing to a global explosion of popularity for

golf. The formation of Professional Golfers Associations in

Britain and the United States in the early 1900s further

contributed to the notion of golf as a business for profit

(Concannon, 112). The creation of a professional golf tour in

the 1920s, which saw players compete for larger and larger

amounts of money, would have a dramatic impact on the

development of golf (Green, 96). The personalities began to

tell the story of the game through the 20th century. J.H.

Taylor and Harry Vardon, two of Britain's "Great Triumvirate,"

(James Braid was the third) would travel to America to

compete in the U.S. Open; Vardon winning this event in

1900 and boosting the reputation of the tournament at home

and abroad (Browning, 129). Combined with the "fairy tale"

victory in the 1913 U.S. Open by young Francis Ouimet in a

capture the hearts of both the public and golfing worlds. ln

winning the Amateur andOpen tournaments of both Britain

and the United States for the then "Grand Slam" of golf,

Jones, would make 1930 a year to remember. Although the

tournaments that make up the Grand Slam have changed,

the feat remains unprecedented and unmatched over the

Figure 2.18: The Great Triumvirate
(L-R -Taylor, Braid, Vardon)

Source: Plumridge, 29

Figure 2.19: Francis Ouimet and caddy
Source: Ward-Thomas et al, 13'l

playoff over Britain's Vardon

and Ted Ray, golf became a

sport of legends.

Between the First and

Second World Wars a

number of American golfers

would do for the British

Open what Vardon had done

for the U.S. Open. The first

victories by Americans in the

British Open - Jock

Hutchison in 1921 and the

flashy Walter Hagen in 1922

- saw American

professionals prove

themselves against the

world's best golfers

(Browning, 187, 188). But

during this period, it was the

magic of Robed (Bobby)

Tyre Jones, Jr. that would

last 70 years. Jones would make his

name and the sport of golf part of the

public conscience, going beyond the

boundaries of the game (Concannon,

124-127).

Four more figures are

synonymous with the development of

golf's fame over the last 60 years.

The first, Ben Hogan, was famous for

the precision that he brought to the

game. Turning sport into science, he

dissected the golf swing and practiced

tirelessly in an attempt to become a

perfect ball striker. Hogan is said to

have changed golf from a ground-

based game affected by the landscape

to an aerial, target-based procession

from landing area to landing area

(Browning, 169). His practice was

certainly rewarded as he managed to

win three of the four modern "major"

tournaments he entered in 1953.

These tournaments, the U.S. Masters,

the U.S. Open, the British Open and

the United States Professional Golfers

Association Championship (USPGA),

are so called because they attract the

Figure 2.20:
Walter Hagen

Source: Plumridge, 30

Figure 2.21: Bobby Jones
Source: Green, 41

Figure 2.22'. Ben Hogan
Source: U.S.G.A.,55
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best players from around the world. Hogan could not enter

the fourth, the USPGA Championship, as it was held the

same week as the British Open that year. Adding to the

Hogan "mystique" was the fact that four years earlier he had

nearly died in a car accident and could no longer walk

without terrific pain in his legs (Green, p. 43). The notion of

winning this new "Grand Slam" did not exist in 1953, and it

was Hogan's feat that made it something to which

professional golfers could aspire. The record of three

"major" tournament victories in one year was unmatched

until the year 2000.

Following Hogan, the next important development

was that of televised golf in the 50s and 60s. Television

allowed many people around the world a chance to see a

game they had only heard on the radio at that point. A great

champion was required to promote the game through this

new medium, and this player was Arnold Palmer. His simple

swing, good looks and 'go for broke'style saw him through

to numerous victories, including many when coming from

several strokes behind in the final round of a tournament.

His rise to golfing supremacy could not have been better

timed, and the effects of his style, charisma and fame are

still felt around the world (Green, 44-45).

As evidenced by Willie Park and Tom Morris in

the mid 19th century nothing helps to increase interest in a

sport as a much as a great rivalry. Although they would

never have any close competitions in the major

tournaments, the rivalry between Arnold Palmer and Jack

Nicklaus was the perfect

marketing tool for professional

golf. Beginning in the early 60s,

Nicklaus was portrayed as the

young 'up and comer'to the

established hero, Palmer, by the

story seeking media. However,

Nicklaus'greatness as a player

would eventually win out, as his

dominance of the sport

continued for over twenty-five

years of major tournament play.

His twenty victories in the

'major' tournaments (seven

ahead ofthe nearest

competitor) are considered one

of the greatest achievements in

modern professional sport.

Nicklaus had the charisma of

Palmer, while his technical

ability and mental focus were far

beyond any of his

Figure 2.24: Jack Nicklaus contempOrarieS. TheSe SkillS
Source: Green, 87

allowed him to achieve

remarkable success, and many question whether or not any

of his records could ever be matched today (Green, 46).

Figure 2.25: Tiger Woods
Source: McCord,'132

ln the year 2000, a true heir

to Nicklaus'golfing throne has

emerged. ln winning three of

the four "Grand Slam" events he

entered in the same calendar

year, California's Tger Woods

matched the mark set by Ben

Hogan in 1953 and dominated

the professional golfing world as

no other player has done for

many years. When he won the 2001 Master's in Augusta,

Georgia, on April 8th, he became the first player to hold the

four modern major golf titles at one time. His athletic talent

is formidable, while hís study of the game and mental

preparation continues to improve. lf anyone can match

Nicklaus' records and achievements, it is believed that Tiger

Woods is the player who will do it (Barrett and lerubino, 30-

34).

Today, golf courses can be found in most countries

around the world, including China and Russia. Only a

handful of small countries in Africa and Asia are yet without

courses (Plumridge, 43). lt was said that golf became the

first "Universal" game when, in February 1971, American

astronaut Alan Shepard hit two six-iron shots from the

surface of the moon with a club and balls he had smuggled

on board Apollo 14 (Green,25). Golf on the moon! ln

Canada, a country of roughly 30 million people, there are

Figure 2.23: Arnold Palmer
Source: U.S.G.4.,87
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approximately 5.2 million golfers playing on eighteen

hundred (and climbing) golf courses from coast to coast.

This is the highest percentage of golfers per capita of any

country in the world. (Quinn, 17) The prairie provinces of

Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta make up the area of

the highest participation, with fully one third of all residents

professing to play the game (www.rcga.org). lt is in this region

that this project will focus on the creation of a golf course

that speaks of the history of golf and the idea of the game as

a landscape experience.

Figure2.26 Driving Range, Flin Flon, Manitoba

Source: Photo by Author
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There can be no doubt that the game is now very much
easierthan once it was, primarily because of the advances
in the manufacture of clubs and balls.

(Ward-Thomas et al, 10)

Ghapter 3: The Ghanging Technology of Golf

At this point, a discussion of changing technology

through golf history becomes important as a transition into

the history of golf course design and strategic principles.

The impact of the industrial and technological revolutions

has resulted in the greatest development in golf technology

during the 20th century. Changes in the nature of golf balls,

clubs, turf-grass maintenance and construction equipment

have had significant effect on the playing of the game and

the courses upon which it is played.

3.1 The Evolution of the Golf Ball

Of all these changes, it is the development of the golf

ball that has had the most impact on increasing the golfing

prowess of both the beginner and the professional alike.

While it is likely that the original balls used in golf and other

golf-like games were small, round stones (Plumridge,229),

early hand-made balls were composed of both wood and

lead (Concannon, 28).

The "feathery" ball, similar to one used in lawn tennis

at the time, was the first considerable improvement over

these early balls (Green, 26). Believed to have been used

for a time of 400 years, the earliest written documentation of

such balls comes

in the form of legal

documents dated

to 1618. These

attempted to

prevent the

monopolization of

the ball

manufacturing

industry by one

Figure 3.1: Materials for Early Golf Balls
Source: ìltlhrd-Thomas et al, l0

could be found (Green,26).

This alternative

came in the form of the

'gutty' ball, made from

gutta percha, the sap of

rubber trees found in

lndia and Malaya.

lntroduced some time

between 1845 and 1850,

being recorded (Browning, 139). However, they tended to get

soggy in wet conditions and often split open and had to be re-

stitched. Agood professional could produce only four such

balls in one day, and the 'featheries'were expensive to buy,

making golf a spoil solely forthe wealthy, until an alternative

company (Browning, 135). ln use until approximately 1865,

these balls were hand-made from three pieces of cow-

leather stitched together and stuffed with a "top-hat full" of

boiled goose feathers. The feathers were stuffed inside the

leather, which was then sewn shut, and the ball hammered

into a round shape. The boiled feathers would expand upon

drying and this, combined with three coats of a lead-based

white paint, would yield a hard, relatively durable ball (Ward-

Thomas et al, 10). The balls

were roughly the same size

and weight as modern balls,

while the stitching aided their

flight in a way similar to the

dimples on modern balls

(Green, 26). These balls

could be hit at least twice the 100 yard range of wooden

balls, with a record distance of somewhere around 350 yards

the most signifìcant benefit these balls offered was that they

were only a quarter of the price of the older featheries. The

sap was boiled to soften and then hand rolled into balls, with

score marks added to simulate the stitches found on a

feather-stuffed ball (Ward-Thomas et al, 10). lt was later

discovered that these balls flew better at the end of a round

when they were scuffed up, so players began to mark up the

balls surface before playing. This became more formalized

in the form of molds and hand presses used on freshly

boiled balls to give regularity to the bumpy surface

(Browning , 140, 141).

lnterestingly, the new balls offered no benefit in

distance compared to the featheries and they were difficult

Flgure 3.3: Feathery and
Gutta Percha Balls

Source: Plumridge,229

Figure 32: A "Feathery" Golf Ball
Source: McGord,38
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gutta percha rubber.

A number of

composite balls

and variations

were introduced

over the following

fifty years, and the

most significant

development in

ball science was to

take place in

1901 , with the

Figure 3.,4: Sec'tlon of a Typical "Haskell" Ball
Source: Vtfard-Thomae et al, l0

to get airborne. Further, theywere much harderthan the

stuffed leather balls, tending to jar the arms upon contact.

Still, the gutties offered such a saving that players could not

afford notto switch, while many new players were attracted

to the game that was now much more affordable. lndeed, it

was quite easy for many people to make their own balls for

relatively little money if they could gain access to a bit of

by the new ball after Sandy Herd, the only playerto employ the

Haskell ball, used one to win the British Open of 1902

(Browning,142).

Over the next

100 years the

main subject of

debate has

concerned limits

on the size and

weight of golf

balls. The Flgure 3.5: Golf Ball Production
Source: U.S.G-A,,168

U.S.G.A and the

R & A would adopt a joint policy in 1920, only to have the

U.S.G.A. opt for a larger ball in 1931 . This move was

intended to make the game easier for the average player, as

the larger ball would sit up higher on lush American grasses,

and was also easier to hit and putt. The British were

opposed as the larger ball could not be controlled as easily

in high winds common to courses in the United Kingdom. ln

1974, the larger ball was finally adopted as a world standard,

while new limits were set on the initial velocity a ball could

travel upon being struck (Green, 29). Balls that could

actively control their path of flight have been banned, while

new core and cover substances have been introduced in

aims of increasing durability, distance and accuracy.

Unfortunately, little research is being done on how to make

golf balls much cheaper!

invention of the Haskell Rubber-Core ball. Devised by

Coburn Haskell, an employee with the Goodrich Rubber

Company, it consisted of a core, usually rubber, wound with

taught rubber twine and then covered with a layer of gutta

percha (Ward-Thomas et al, 10). The smaller size of the ball

combined with an increase in weight gave it greater

distance, made it more forgiving of imperfect shots and

resulted in a softer feel for a players hands (Green, 28).

Although met with initial resistance, skeptics were won over

The only result (of changing ball technology) was to give
golfers more and more walking for fewer shots, and in
mere self-defense the rulers of the game found
themselves forced to impose a minimum limit of size and
a maximum limit of weight in a not altogether successful
effort to restrict the distance to which the ball can be hit.

(Browning,142)

3.2 Glubs - The Tools of the Trade

Changes in club technology over time have largely

been the result of preceding changes in that of the golf ball.

The first golf clubs were required to be large and heavy in

order to move the hard, wooden balls used in early forms of

the game. The clubs generally consisted of heavier sticks

Flgure 3.6: An Evolutlon of Golf Balls
Source: Plumridgs,233
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Figure 3.7: Early Wooden Glubs
Source: McGord,37

with natural bends that were flattened out for ease of use.

Professional club makers came about with the introduction

of the feathery ball. These balls could be hit greater

distances with lighter, harder clubs that could be swung

much faster. The first club manufacturers were in fact bow-

makers that had an intimate knowledge of the strengths and

weaknesses of the various woods to be used (Green, 30).

The tendency of iron clubs to cut the leather of a feathery

meant that a typical set during that era consisted of five

wooden clubs and only one or two of the iron-headed,

wooden shafted clubs. All of the clubs tended to have a long

shaft with a head that laid flat on the ground, necessitating a

flat, sweeping swing. Clubs were usually fitted with a hard

sole plate, usually brass and sometimes even bone, to

prevent wearing on their bottoms by stones and sand.

Leather or sheepskin was wound around the handle of the

clubs to provide

players with a

better grip and to

cushion their

hands from the

force of impact

with the ball. All of
Figure 3.8: Early lron Clube

Source: Wald'Thomas et at, ll the clubs had

individual names

describing their task, unlike the numbered woods and irons

that exist today (Plumridge,225). These names were as

follows:

1 Wood - Driver/Play Club
2 Wood - Brassie
3 Wood - Spoon
4 Wood - Cleek
I lron - Driving lron
2 lron - Midiron
3 lron - Mid Mashie
4 lron - Mashie lron
5 lron - Mashie
6 lron - Spade Mashie
7 lron - Mashie Niblick
B lron - Lofter
9 lron - Niblick

(Morse,4142)

The introduction of the more durable gutta-percha ball

saw a shift in use from predominantly wooden clubs to those

with iron heads. The irons clubs were far more effective at

lofting the new rubber golf ball so that it would stop quickly

upon reaching the target. Players also began to add a

variety of grooves to the faces of their iron clubs in order to

impart more spin on the ball, resulting in greater control.

Controversy over the nature and depth of these grooves

continues to this day (Green, 32). Flat faced putters also

became more prevalent during the era of the gutty, because

these balls were more uniformly rounded and rolled easily

upon the close-cropped turf of the greens (Browning , 145).

The coming of Haskell's rubber-core golf ball in the

early 1900s was followed shortly thereafter by the steel-shafted

golf club. Ageneralshortage in hickory the wood most

commonly used for shafts in the early 20th century made the

switch to steel necessary (Browning ,146). Steelshafts were

met with opposition by golfls'old guard', but quickly gained

popularity amongstthe public. Hickory was a lively material

Figure 3.9: Glub Produc'tion, St. Andrews, Scotland
Source: Plumridge,220
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St. Andrews, Prestwick and Carnoustie are relics of the
old, natural links on which the game first became popular.
To this day nobody knows who laid them out, but even
they are refinements of the earliest golfing arenas used
when the game was played across the country. There
were no fairways, no tees and no greens, simply agreed
starting and finishing points.

(Ward-Thomas et al, 12)

fields on higher ground.

Linksland is coastalterrain characterized by hummocky
topography and sand dunes often covered with turf and
coarse, grazed grasses. The exposed location heightens
the impact and awareness of atmospheric conditions of
wind, rain and light, which in summer lasts well into the
evening.

(Helphand,74)

The soft-textured, firm tuff was not useful for raising crops,

and was suitable only for grazing by cows, sheep and

rabbits. However, the close cropped grass was ideal for

playing the new game of golf that had spread across

Scotland.

As mentioned, the early courses were'tended' by

rabbits and sheep, with no defined holes or routings. "Golf

in the 16th Century did not involve any permanently

established course" (Browning, 4). lt is likely that early

games involved the choice of an opening target which, once

reached, would become the starting point en route to the

next chosen target. Over time, certain portions of linksland

became popular in larger cities and towns and the outlines of

courses began to develop. Natural target sites, such as

hillocks or sheltered bowls, saw repeated use and became

formally accepted

as the set of

targets for a given

links (Browning,

166). Rabbit

scrapes became

enlarged as

golfers attempted

to hit out of them,

while sheep taking

shelter from strong

coastal winds

created

depressions in the

faces of dunes.

Both of these

processes

exposed the

underlying sand,

forming the

hazards that we

now know as

bunkers (Ward-

Thomas et al, 12).

Other obstacles in

the course of play

included: winding

creeks or burns

emptying into the

sea; low bushes

such as gorse or

Royal Dornoch, Scotland
Source: Steel, 39

Figure 4.4: Bunkers on Hole #4,
Royal St. George's, England

Source: Ward-Thomas et al, 79

Troon, Scotland
Source: McCord, 23

heather; and deep, thick dune grasses bordering the main

lines of play. lt is quite clear that nature is ultimately

responsible for laying out of some of the most famous golf

Chapter 4: Golf Gourse Architecture -
Development and Principles

4.1 History

The original golf courses of the 15th and 16th centuries

were much different than the manicured layouts on which

golfers play in the year 2001. The first golf courses were

found on public seaside land along the coast of Scotland.

This land, known as linkslan4 was formed by the recession

of the sea and the deposition of sand and sediments to form

beaches and, over time, grassy dunes (Concannon, 16).

The land formed a'link' between the sea and agricultural

Figure 4,3: Plateau Green on Hole #5,

Figure 4.5: Heather, Gorse and Dunes, Royal

Figure 4.2: "The Dell", Old Course, Lahinch, lreland
Source: Photo by Author

Figure 4.1: Golf Links in Scarborough, England
Source: Green, 'l 9

The Prairie Golf Course at Asessippi - 20



courses in Great Britain and that the game was essentially a

contest against the elements and the existing features of the

land.

Originally, courses consisted of anywhere between

five and twenty-five holes (Green, 13). St. Andrews,

perhaps the most famous course in the world, began with

twelve holes. The first and last holes were played once each,

while the ten remaining holes were each played once in

each direction, for a total of twenty-two holes in a round. ln

1764, four of the middle holes at St. Andrews were

combined into two, reducing the total number played to

eighteen, a standard that was soon followed by almost every

club in Scotland. This number would eventually become the

standard number of holes for golf courses around the world

(Browning ,62).

These first courses were laid out in a linear fashion,

due to the nature of the terrain upon which they were found.

The thin strips of coastal linksland were rarely wider than two

lüìi;

Figure 4,7: Narrow Form of North Berwick West Links, Scotland
Source: McGuire, 29

fairways, so holes generally ran end to end out to a point

and then reversed direction to return to the starting point

As the popularity of golf spread throughout Britain the

amount of suitable linksland on which to play naturally began

to decrease. The sport was forced to move inland, to the

fields, heaths and forests of the countryside. Ditches, gorse

and trees took the places of bunkers and dunes on such

courses (Browning, 167). The growing popularity of golf led

to the realization that a profit could be made through the

development of a course, while new earth moving and

construction technology ensured that courses could be

created wherever they were desired. As Robert Green

points out, golf's banishment to undesirable land was

actually to its benefìt:

...salvation was at hand with the realization that the best
turf for golf courses was that which was least suitable for
farming.

(1 60)

Unfortunately, the quest for dollars resulted in many courses

that were considered to be 'rush jobs,' lacking in the subtlety

_11

Figure 4.8: Old Tom Morris
Source: Plumridge, 122

(McGuire, 19). Old Tom Morris,

acknowledged by Dale Concannon as

the first true golf course architect, is

credited with being the first to lay out a

course as a set of two nine-hole loops.

Such a routing usually meant more

changes in direction on the course,

adding variety to the holes in terms of

vieq sunlight and wind conditions

(Concannon, 101).

Figure 4.9: Hole #5, Sunningdale Golf Club, England
Source: Schackelford, 1999, 22

Figure 4.6: Aerial View of The Old Course, St. Andrews, Scotland
Source: Steel, 2
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and strategic values inherent in

repetitive, plain designs of

the first links courses. These

the late 19th century are

test of each man's[sic] ability to stand up to bad luck.
Modern golf is a stifier test of a player's skill, but it has
robbed the game of something of its charm as an
adventure of the spirit.

(Browning, 169)

An aerial game rapidly

developed, with an

emphasis being placed

on long carries over

hazards and greens

well protected by water

and bunkers. Golf

courses began to rely

less on the existing

features of the land

representative of what is commonly referred to as the "Dark

Ages" of golf architecture (Green, 160). This period was brought

to an end with the first published book on the subject of course

design, Willie Park Jr.'s The Game of Golf in 1896. A

renaissance in course design shortly followed.

As golf began to take root in North America, early

courses were also laid out along the coast on terrain similar to

that of the original links. At first, courses drew on precedents

from overseas for inspiration, most notably Charles Blair

MacDonald's National Golf Links on Long lsland, New York.

MacDonald, a transplanted Scot, conceived of the course in

1901 and designed it in 1909, recreating famous holes found

on the British Links courses on a piece of suitable seaside

land (Green, 163, Browning, 168). As with the United Kingdom,

the game was soon forced inland with the exhaustion of suitable

seaside land and the demand for courses across the vast North

American continent. This spread also resulted in a change in

the nature of golf. As Pat Ward-Thomas (22) and Robeft Green

(168) point out, the British courses, with their dry firm grasses

and rolling terrain, were more suited to a ground based game.

As aerial shots would not stop quickly on the hard ground, low-

flying shots were called for - the 'bump and run' method of

play. Few artificial hazards were required around greens, as

the ground itself was challenge enough. ln the Americas, and

on constructed inland courses throughout the world, lush,

greener grasses were commonly used, resulting in softer, more

receptive tud for incoming shots.

Yet even while I admire the marvelous co-ordination
between eye and muscle called for by this modern target
golf, I cannot but regret that it has taken us so far from
the original conception of the old cross-country game...
we have been so anxious, in the sacred name of fair play,

to take all the element of luck out of the game, that we
have to a proportionate extent destroyed its value as a

Figure 4.12: Water and Sand Surround the 11th

Green of the TPC at Sawgrass, Florida
Source: Davis, 108

and more on the

decisions of the designer.

Following the First World War, the United States

found itself with a great surplus of money, as well as a great

deal of unused land. This period saw the creation of many

courses that are today considered to be the finest in the

world. Many refer to it as the "Classic Period," and it is

noted for the fact that most of the courses that it produced

were the initial and only efforts of young amateur designers

- one time only 'masterpieces', if you will (Green, 165, 168).

Most notable is Jack Neville's Pebble Beach, completed in

1919. Widely acknowledged as one of the finest seaside

courses in the world, it is revered for its combination of

beauty and strategic challenge (Green, 165).

Figure 4.11: Hole #'14, National Golf Links, New York
Source: Shackelford, 1999, 22

Figure 4.10: Geometric Hole at Annandale Golf Club, California
Source: Shackelford, 1999, 2

The Prairie Golf Course at Asessippi - 22





Promoters of Golf Clubs all over Europe and America
began to discover that first-class courses could be carved
out of primeval forests and built up on sandy wastes
wherever people were willing to spend the money to do it.

(Browning, 168)

New developments in eadh moving, watering and

maintenance technology made location irrelevant - a course

could be built nearly anywhere with enough money (Ward-

Thomas et al, 18).

Figure 4.17: 'Church Pew' bunkers between Holes #3 and 4,

Oakmont, Pennsylvania
Source: U.S,G.A., 102

One cannot help but feel that this mentality has led to

the creation of many forced and contrived courses that do

not respond to the context in which they are found. ln an

attempt to reproduce the original golfing experience in a new

landscape - to adopt the landscape to the game - the

opportunity to adapt the game to these same landscapes

has been missed. However, as Tom Doak points out, the

new courses had an advantage in that they could be created

with inherent shot values and tailored to the three emerging

schools of design - the strategic, the penal and the heroic

(Doak, 1992, 66).

4.2 Three Schools of Golf Gourse Design

The first approach to course design, lhe strategrc

school, is the ideal that most golf course architects strive for.

ln this approach, hazards are sited to invite risk for reward.

Players must decide whether to play over, short of or around

the hazards according to their ability, the thinking being that

poor shots will ultimately punish themselves (Browning,

167). A number of options are presented on each shot,

o l0 5Ò 100 700 ¿l0oY95

Figure 4.'18: A Strategic Golf Hole - Playing left of the bunkers (A) from the tee
results in a longer second shot to the green, which must contend

with a specimen tree and two bunkers. The same drive played

over the bunkers(B) results in a shorter, unobstructed approach.
Source: Sketch by Author

rewarding the bold with an easier ensuing shot, while still

allowing the cautious to play safely, perhaps at the cost of a

stroke. As Green points out, on a strategic course players

are "penalized in proportíon to the gravity of their error

(166). This style is most commonly found on the early links

courses of Britain, where it evolved as a reaction to the

existing conditions of the landscape. On these courses,

players merely hit shots in reaction to the obstacles they

faced. The idea was to play the shot, the situation, to the

best of their ability, rather than the particular hole or for the

arbitrary value of par.

The paradox of strategic design is that the simplest golf
holes produce the most interesting play. The most
interesting tee shot is not the one which provides two
options - black or white - but the one presenting a clear
hazard (black) and 100 shades of grey to the side of it,
forcing the golfer to weigh how much risk he[sic] is willing
to take against how much margin for error he[sic] needs.

(Doak,1992,73)

The strategic approach to design is seen as the most fair

and accessible, as it provides a challenge for the widest

range of skill level. On strategic courses, hazards

themselves can be quite difficult to hit out of, but are easily

avoided if the golfer thinks his or her way past them (Cornish

and Graves, 69).

At the other end of the scale is the penal school.

Courses laid out in the penal style - such as Pine Valley -

feature hazards to penalize poor shots. Such courses

provide few, if any, options - players must hit specific shots

rather than choosing the ideal shot for their abilities in a

given circumstance. They are faced with a situation that

says, 'Play between these bunkers'or 'Hit over this water,'

or suffer the consequences. The merit of the penal style of
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design is that it clearly establishes what the player must do

and accordingly rewards well played shots.

o to 50 toÔ zoo ¿looY'9,

Figure 4.19: A Penal Golf Hole - This hole demands a series of straight shots

from one fairway 'island' to the next, concluding with a lofted second shot

over pot bunkers to a shallow green - there are few alternatives.
Source: Sketch by Author

Although examples of penal holes can be found on

links courses, these holes are most often associated with

designed courses of the classic period from the early 1900s

(Doak, 1992,66). The large number of hazards associated

with this style of course make them extremely difficult for

novice golfers, who are easily intimidated by the profusion of

bunkers and water with no alternative routes of play.

Too many of our modern courses force you to hit just one
shot. There are no alternative routes. lf there's water,
you have to hit over it...North American courses are full
of such shots, too many, I think.

(Rubenstein, 1990, 9-1 0)

Although the hazards on a penal course need not be

extremely difficult to get out of, they can be viewed as unfair,

for they may punish a player for their lack of skill or ability,

rather than lack of thought.

The third school of course design, according to Green,

is the heroic (169). American Robert Trent Jones, who

began his golf course architecture career with revisions to

courses from the classic period, is acknowledged as the

'father' of this theory of design (Cornish and Graves, 5). ln

the heroic approach, the most rewarding approach to the

hole is threatened with an extremely difficult and challenging

hazard, while a safer but longer route to the hole is also

provided. The player who risks the extreme penalty of the

hazard is rewarded with a chance at a lower score. The

o lo 50 lôo

is important to note that these hazards must be clearly

visible to the player, allowing them to decide how they will

tackle the challenge before them. This type of course is

generally associated with modern designs that are the result

of vast amounts of earth moving. This is because many

sites do not contain the required number of dramatic,

challenging hazards, resulting in the creation of numerous

lakes and large bunkers.

4.3 General Principles and Application

Truly strategic design requires considerable elbow room.

(Hawtree,30)

This quote from The Golf Course raises the issue of

whether it is physically possible to design a purely strategic

course, and can lead to speculation on whether or not such

a course is desired. While it is true that a layout of this

nature would provide the ultimate thinking-person's course, it

could also lead to a course with a lack of drama. As Tom

Doak points out, the best courses are those which have a

combination of holes from each of the three different

schools, usually with a predominance of strategic holes

(1992,71 ). Such a course provides a majority of holes that

require thought and careful decision making, with a few

holes that call for pafticularly long or accurate shots over

imposing hazards to test the player's physical talents and

inject a level of excitement into the game. A course with this

kind of balance presents a variety of challenges to ensure

700

Figure 4.20: A Heroic Golf Hole - On this par five, players are able to judge how

much of the diagonal water hazard they can carry, depending on their ability.

The bolder drive (A) is rewarded with an opportunity of reaching the green in

two shots, while the more conservative line (B) is still able to play the hole in

regulation with three well-placed shots.
Source: Sketch by Author

heroic approach to is viewed as a more challenging form of

strategic design (Cornish and Graves, 26). Heroic obstacles

are often laid out diagonal to the direct line of play, allowing

the player to decide how much of the hazard they will be

able to carry - the greater the risk, the greater the reward. lt
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that one's interest is kept throughout the round. lt also

demands that a player possess a well-rounded game in

order to succeed, leading to the improvement of golfing skill.

This idea is in keeping with the

sentiments of Donald Ross, who felt

that a good course should challenge a

player in all areas of the game (Ward-

Thomas et al, 16). The prairie

landscape presents a suitable

landscape for the development of such

a course - the vast open landscape

provides ample acreage for a number

of seemingly simple strategic holes,

while the unique features of a given site can be incorporated

into contrasting heroic and penal holes.

It is an important thing in golf to make holes look much
more difficult than they really are. People get more
pleasure doing a hole which looks almost impossible, and
yet is not so diffìcult as it appears.

(MacKenzie, 1920, 46-47)

The terms'fairness','difficulty' and'challenge' become

important at this point in the discussion. With such a vast

difference in the skill levels of the world's golfers, for whom

does the modern golf course architect design? Beginners?

The municipal golfer? The country club member? The

weekend player? Retirees? Amateurs? Professionals?

Children? The answer, of course, is all of the above. But

where does one begin? Naturally, the wishes of the client

are always paramount, and while much has been written

about what is fair and what is appropriate, ultimately the

answer must lie in the accessibility and playability of the

course.

... if a course is too simple it is just not fun. .. playability
does not mean easy... lt means that golfers of all calibers
are provided the same range of emotions as the scratch
golfer.

(Bryan, 1990, 146)

ln terms of fairness, it is safe to say that nearly

everything is fair game when laying out a golf course. This

does not mean that impossibly difficult hazards, narrow

fairways and tiny, severely undulating greens should be

utilized wherever possible. lnstead, such features are

acceptable if they are negotiable with a bit of restraint on the

part of the player, and balanced elsewhere in the layout by

holes with wide fainruays, large gentle greens and moderate

hazards. Again, this balance provides a broad range of

experience for all types of golfer, allowing professionals to

test their mettle on the same course where duffers can

realize their own small triumphs. As H.J. Whigham points

out, one of the joys (and sorrows) of golf is that luck is

always a factor and one of the great levelers in the game

(314). A lucky bounce over a yawning bunker and the

danger is forgotten; a kick off of a bunker rake into some

deep grass and a perfect shot is ruined. But, as Whigham

points out, obstacles should always be positioned in such a

way that players must give earnest consideration as to how

they will be avoided. This need for decision making is in

keeping with the views of Alister MacKenzie:

John L. Low pointed out that a player has four
alternatives: he[sic] can play to the left, right, short or
over it (a hazard), and if he[sic] gets into it he has only
himself to blame, as to say the least he[sic] has
committed an error of judgment. The axiom that no
bunker is unfair wherever it is placed is the guiding
princíple of all golf architects.

These ideas of

balance and fairness are

also instrumental in the

development of golfing

skill - they demand that a

player be able to play a

wide variety of shots for

the different situations

faced in a round. There

may be some painful

lumps to swallow, but the

lessons of a balanced

layOut are ultimately good Figur.e 4'22: Four Wavs of Plaving the
Long Hole ln, The Old Course, St.

medicine for all players. Andrews, scotland

È

I

The golf architect's role cannot and should not be as the
ultimate arbiter of fairness. He[sic] should seek only to
get the most out of the ground in his holes, while letting
the play take care of itself by arranging the course so that
the talent at any one aspect of the game - driving, iron
play, short game and putting - should not usurp the need
to be skilled in other aspects.

(Doak, 1992,51)

There is a cliché in golf along the lines of 'there are no

pictures on the scorecard,'implying that a player's method of

getting the ball into the hole is irrelevant - the number of

strokes is all that counts in the end. There is no direct

(MacKenzie, 1995, 18)

Figure 4.21: A tricky
downhill lie

Source: Wiren, 198
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their strategy. With less watering, drier course conditions

would act as a leveler - they would exacerbate mistakes

made by stronger players, while at the same time providing

shorter hitters with extra distance. The resulting golden

hues of such a course would be ideal on the prairies, with its

endless vistas of yellowed native grasses. As well, the

stress on lower trajectory shots that roll on the ground would

combat the effects of strong prairie winds. Further, less

frequent mowing and the resultant imperfect lies would serve

to ensure that players do not rely upon technology to

produce good shots, but rather their own abilities. A

reduction in course maintenance could also translate into a

reduction in greens fees (Terman, 57), provided that players

are willing to accept more realistic course conditions.

The members here want the course to be whatever
colour nature dictates the course should be. lf we have a
drought, it's brown. lf we have a lot of rain, it's green.
Usually, it's in between.

(Bamberger, 152)

Such conditions are vital if golf is to be viewed as an

actual benefit to the environment, as described by Balogh

and Walker. They point to several key areas where a course

can serve to improve and enhance a particular landscape.

Among these are erosion control, mitigation of atmospheric

and water pollution problems (filtration), surface water run-

off control, dust control, air temperature reduction, and the

preseruation of wild life habitat. (Balogh and Walker,2)

Balogh and Walker further explain that golf accounts for only

six percent of total turfgrass maintenance costs in the United

States (7). Klein, who points out that America's 15,000 golf

courses account for 2400 square miles of turf, supports this

figure. This is a relatively small amount, compared to home

lawns, parks and sports fields which cover over 36,000

square miles in the United States. (Klein, 108) While the

public often expects and requires dense, uniform turf for

these traditional turfgrass uses, the nature of the game of

golf dictates that a course can still function with less than

ideal turf. A golf course can therefore serve as an agent of

education on turf health and expectations of its appearance,

while at the same time promoting exercise and interaction

for a broad range of society.

The key is to fit the golf course to the site, choosing
plants that are well adapted to the local environment.
Such courses require fewer chemicals and less
irrigation... They are also likely to have brown patches...

(Salvesen, 7)

The creation of such an environmentally sensitive golf

course involves much more than 'letting the grass grow

long.' lt is a combination of design and layout, turf selection

and an appropriate course management program. ln terms

of layout, as Terman suggests, "...natural areas on golf

courses should probably be as large as possible and circular

to oblong in shape. Large areas of native vegetation and a

loop pattern for hole layouts are two ways to accomplish this

on a golf course" (55). Hawtree would agree with this

approach, but he adds that it is difficult to create these large

out-of-play areas on a constrained site (Hawtree, 122).

The expansive landscape of the prairies provides a

great opporlunity to create liberal areas of native vegetation,

while maintaining an adequate level of separation between

the golf holes. High traffic, high maintenance areas such as

greens and tees could be concentrated to increase the

effìciency of maintenance in these areas. Large teeing

areas used by all players could be created to cut down on

watering needs for such areas, while medium to small

greens (3000-4000 square feet) would serve to stress

accuracy over distance (Doak, 1992, 98).

The selection of the appropriate turf grass species is

an important component in the design, construction and

maintenance of any golf course. The use of native species

is one way to reduce maintenance requirements and to

provide the course with a strong sense of local character

(Salvesen, 7). Such species require less watering and

fewer, if any, applications of herbicide and pesticide, as
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the terrain" (115). He goes on to suggest that providing for

this activity can be as simple as grooming a path along the

edges of the golf course fairways. The clubhouse, change

rooms and course shelters could be used by cross country

skiers as rest stops and warm up shacks. The cross country

ski trail system would also provide an additional source of

income for the course, which would be closed for at least six

months of the year during the extended prairie winter.

Unfortunately, the increasing popularity of golf has

coincided with a dramatic increase in the cost of playing the

game (Doak, 1992,209). Yet the average modern golfer

demands affordable golf with little sacrifice of golf

experience and amenity. The concern over economic

feasibility raises several important design considerations for

the golf course architect, most notably the use of power

carts on the course and the incorporation of housing into the

design. ln order to offset rising green fees, many course

developments now include housing in their design as a

means of providing additional revenue (Cornish and Graves,

137). The problem with this ii!,,;jj:ffi
approach is that the real

estate development often

takes precedence over the

design of the golf course,

resulting in sprawling,

disjointed layouts with long

walks in between holes.
course layout

Source: Jensen,29

As goes without saying, a good course is one where the
fundamentals are right: where the implicit strategy of
each individual hole is apparent to the golfer as he[sic]
stands on the tee, . . where the holes possess a

beckoning spirit of adventure... where, when all is said
and done, the raison d'être of the course is the
suitableness of the land for golf and not the necessity of
winding nine or eighteen pseudo-golf holes through a
grove of new, high-rise condominiums whose
management has advertised, 'A championship golf
course lies literally at your door'.

(Ward-Thomas et al, 35)

On the prairies, the creation of housing to maximize course

frontage would break up the endless view of the horizon,

eliminating that fundamental characteristic from the golfing

experience.

Another problem

associated with residential

development on golf courses

stems from the significant

risk of lawsuits filed by home

owners. Personal injury or Figure 4.35: Home on a golf course
Source: Graves/Cornish, 146

damage to propefty can

result in costly litigation that puts even greater financial strain

on the golf course (Firth, 16). Homes bordering golf holes,

which are viewed as the most desirable and lucrative, are

also in the most vulnerable position. Many of these

problems arise because a large number of people living on

golf courses often have little or no understanding of the

game.

Homeowners want to know that they live in a golf course
community, and they want their visitors to know it too...
Golf course communities symbolize success and

achievement, a realization of the American dream.
Home-buyers in these communities are purchasing a golf
lifestyle - even though many purchasers seldom or never
play the game' 

(Jensen, 1ggo,27,2g)

As Cornish and Graves point out, set-backs can provide

some degree of safety, but there is never a guarantee of

absolute protection (65). Desmond Muirhead adds that

complete safety has never been expected on a golf course -
the solution to the problem is more a matter of awareness,

rather than a spatial issue (1994, 36). Nevertheless, if the

protection of private residences is permitted to dictate the

layout and character of the prairie golf course, the true

nature of the site will disappear behind protective fencing

and introduced planting.

...a golf course is not a row of houses.

(Poellot, 1990, 14)

ln order to provide the most enjoyable prairie experience,

housing will not be a component of the prairie golf course

development.

According to Muirhead, a more appropriate approach to

maintaining the affordability of golf is to reduce the cost of

course construction as well as the intensity of maintenance.

(1994, 35) The application of traditional course design

theory will address the first condition through the design of

golf holes that follow the existing topography of the

landscape. The prairie golf course will embrace the second

principle with the aim of changing the general public's

perception of golf courses and their expected levels of

maintenance.
Figure 4.34: Housing pinches the
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(Muirhead, 1994, 34)

The second economic

consideration, which also

has environmental

implications, is the use of

riding carts on the modern

golf course. A controversial

subject, the presence of

carts on a golf course

generates much argument

between those out to relax

and enjoy themselves and

Figure 4.36: Ben Hogan on an early
motorized golf cart

Source: McCord, 104

...a truly great or original golf course affects land values
for miles around, regardless of fairway frontage.

argument:

lf anything should constitute a capital crime in golfìng, it's
the cynicism and dishonesty of so many resorts that
claim they require carts because it speeds up play.

Clearly, carts merely provide another assured income
stream for golf courses that may already be charging
$150 for a round. Carts actually slow play...

(Wallach, 17)

lndeed, the presence of golf carts can do as much harm as

good to the finances of a golf course development. Starl-up

and maintenance costs can include the purchase of carts

and fuel along with the construction of cart paths and a

storage facility. The creation of aftificial mounding to hide

cart paths can also inflate the up-front costs of course

construction (Doak, 1992,41). Graves and Cornish point

out that improperly designed cart paths can lead to a variety

of safety problems, including roll-over from steep slopes and

sharp turns, collisions with other carts or railings and

accidents as a result of slippery surfaces (66). There is also

the inevitable loss of a golf cart to the inebriated tournament

golfer who gets just a little too close to the edge of the water

on the lake hole. Accidents such as these can lead to direct

financial loss from destruction of property and indirectly from

litigation and negative publicity.

Cails also have the potential to damage the

environment and have a negative impact on the condition of

turf on a golf course. Emissions from gas-powered carts

contribute to air pollution, while carts traveling off

designated pathways contribute to the compacting of turf

(Doak, 1992, 108). This increased stress on the grass

creates a greater demand for feftilizer and other chemical

treatments to maintain playable conditions. Physical

maintenance of the turf is also intensified with a greater

need for tud aeration. Klein adds that golf carts encourage

laziness amongst players, which also creates a greater need

for maintenance (81). He points out that people in carts play

in a hurried manner and neglect to rake bunkers, fix ball

marks on greens or replace divots on fairways. Such

behaviour further stresses the turf and increases the amount

of labour that is required to keep the course in adequate

condition for other golfers.

Courses are now almost universally designed, and others
are retrofitted, to accommodate golf carts, which are
often mandatory. Gone is the walk of a few miles, gone
are the caddies. Golf, the quintessentialwalking game, is
changing.

(Helphand, 79)

Carts also have a negative impact with regard to the

golfing and prairie experiences. As Salveson observes, the

reason most people play golf is to get some exercise in a

bucolic environment (8). The historic image of the game

inevitably involves players walking through the landscape at

a leisurely pace. As Bryan comments, "Any golfer would

prefer playing on a grand old course with a caddie carrying

the bag to driving around the typical new layout" (1988,74).

Riding on carts also separates golfers from their playing

paftners. They no longer move at the same pace and are

unable to interact and relax as they play. The golf cart

speeds them along from shot to shot without any down-time

to collect their thoughts or appreciate their surroundings. As

the 'purists,'who believe that the only way to play golf is to

walk. While the concession must be made that golf carts

allow the elderly to extend their playing careers and make it

possible for persons with disabilities to play the game

(Bryan, 1988, 91), there is convincing evidence that carts are

a detriment to the golf course and playing experience.

lf additional revenue is the only criteria for decision

making, then it must be admitted that riding carts are a

definite asset to any golf course. However, the enjoyment of

a round of golf, course conditioning and a greater

appreciation of course architecture are important factors that

must also be considered when deciding whether or not to

allow motorized golf carts. For those who argue that carts

speed up the pace of play, Wallach offers the following
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allow the inherent beauty of a site to come through and not

attempt to create this character with an overabundance of

artificial features. While it míght take a golf course to get

people out into the prairie landscape, it is that very

landscape that will be the source of inspiration and pleasure

for those who experience it.

lf you want to judge whether a particular designer is really
comfortable in the minimalist style, ask him[sic] what
he[sic] does when a hole has no naturalfeatures to build
upon. The real minimalist will respond that he's[sic]
never faced that situation - he'll[sic] always find
something.

(Doak, 1997,174)

When Charles Blair MacDonald states that, "Putting

greens are to golf courses what the face is to a portrait" (36),

he is commenting on their practical impoÍance, but the

remark also brings up the fact that they are the lone feature

of a golf course that need be fabricated by the designer.

The remainder of the course can be left to its own devices

and remain enjoyable. Are North Americans ready for such

a course? Many, including Bryan, believe that they are. He

points out that more often than not, courses are designed

with the idea that they will be played by professionals, when

that is the furthest thing from the truth (Bryan, 1988, 199).

As professionals make up such a small portion of the golfing

population, courses designed for their abilities are inevitably

unplayable for the average golfer. Bryan goes on to call for

a return to the fundamental characteristics of good design,

including challenge, atmosphere and experience. This

simple approach to golf course architecture and an attempt

to capture the essence of a site are vital to the creation of an

aesthetically pleasing layout.

The standard resort milieu is my phobia: huge locker
room with colour-coordinated carpet and designer sofas,
concrete cart paths complete with traffic interchanges
and traffic signs, a phony new course - if not a turf
nursery... just as bad in the opposite direction, an
obstacle course - and agonizingly slow play. ln short,
golf as just another leisure{ime activity enjoyed in the
stylized, homogenized and motorized American
manner...

(Bryan, ße8,74)

Although critics continue to write about the need for unique

courses, only a handful of architects seem to be answering

the call (Rubenstein, 2000,48). This need to capture the

sense of place is central to the concept of the prairie golf

course.

4.7 Sense of Place in Golf Gourse Design

lncorporating the spirit of a place into the design of a

golf course may seem to be an obvious goal, but clearly

there are many golf courses that make little effort.

According to Helphand, one cause of this problem is that

most golf courses are being designed in environments

different from those in which the game began (79). The rich

history of golf and the tradition that goes along with it is not

easily forgotten. As a result, new courses are eager to

create their own niche in that history and retain a connection

to the traditional landscapes of the game. At the same time,

they strive to distinguish themselves amongst the many new

courses that open every year. As illustrated earlier, the

desire to recreate the original landscapes of the game is

stronger than the desire to capture lhe genius loci of new

realms.

On the one hand, there is the desire for a purity of
expression and a faithfulness to origins. There is also the
equally strong desire (or necessity)for adaptation to a
new place, culture or circumstance... the Scottish
linksland golf course, serves as a model or prototype,
which then goes through a process of formal evolution as
it is brought to other environments... that can never quite
be Scotland.

(Helphand,75)

Klein agrees with Helphand and points to changes in

technology and the influence of television on the expected

look or style of the modern golf course. He reiterates the

fact the that the original courses were browner and drier and

that the game was land-based. This fact has been lost in

pursuit of perfect, emerald-green turf, which is not native to

most North American environments (Klein, 50). Klein also

expresses his disappointment at the current trend of

eliminating the individuality of a site; its ties to local culture

and native features through the imposition of golf's

traditional forms and vegetation (53). Lyne and Kilby, who

lament the loss of individuality on the modern golf course as

a result of earth moving technology and agronomy (24),

echo these sentiments.

ln America... we brutally hack golf courses out of the
land. We design them mechanically, bulldoze and
backhoe, and imprint a manufactured self-conscious
vision upon terrain that already possessed plenty of
natural beauty and integrity of its own... [the] golf courses
are artificially etched across deserts and wetlands;
bolstered with bulkheads and railroad ties; built by
rearranging land and rerouting or creating new water
courses; and planted with non-native turf. Sometimes
immeasurably beautiful and balanced in the way that
sculptures or landscape paintings may be beautiful, they
are art. But in creating them, we sever our natural
connection to the terrain... Scottish links are the
landscape itself - the source of and inspiration for art.

(Wallach, 10)
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Ghapter 5: The Golfing Experience It is a science, the study of a lifetime, in which you may
exhaust yourself but never your subject. lt is a contest, a
dual or a melee calling for courage, skill, strategy and
self-control... lt means going into God's out-of-doors,
getting close to nature, fresh ait exercise, a sweeping
away of mental cobwebs, genuine recreation of the tired
issues... lt includes companionship with friends, social
get-togethe¡ opportunities for courtesy, kindliness and
generosity to an opponent. lt promotes not only physical
health but moralforce.

(Hackelt,277)

The golf course architect today has to be an expert in
agronomy, botany, chemistry, geology and civil
engineering, or have access to someone who is, and
combine these practical qualifications with the eye of an
aesthete.

(Green, 171)

The quote from Green is certainly accurate - the design

of a golf course is a complex and technical undeftaking,

requiring knowledge and expertise in a number of different

areas. Because of these requirements, most writing and

research concerning golf course design involves an

explanation of the various practical considerations of the

game. As has been stated numerous times, golf is a game

of landscape experience, and there are other qualitative

aspects for the landscape architect to consider when

designing a new course. What is the appeal of the sport and

why do people play? What does it feel like, and what

emotions are

involved in a

game of golf?

What goes on

in our heads

and, perhaps

most Figure 5.2: Practicing Putting
Source: U.S.G.A.,24

importantly, what does the game mean to people?

...the game is silly. But so are all our games. We have a
way of taking inherently meaningless activities and
consecrating them, demanding even a lifetime's
obeisance. Golf is such a ritual...

Golfers are

generally guilty of

taking the game

too seriously. This

is not a bad thing -

it is merely an

indication that

there is something

about the game

that excites and

Figure 5.3: Free Golf
Source: U.S.G.A., 24

Figure 5.1: Lone Golfer
Source: Nike Golf Advertisement, Golf Magazine, October 1997 ,2

intrigues those who play. What is it that creates this utter

fascination? Fufther, how can this overwhelming passion for

the game influence design? These important questions

peftaining to the 'Spirit of Golf'require consideration in order

to discover how the landscape architect can enhance the

player's enjoyment of a golf course. There are both tangible

and intangible characteristics that contribute to the appeal of

the game of golf.

5.1 Games, Golf and Reasons for Playing

ln 1998, a study done by the National Golf Course

Owners Association identified a number of different

conditions that influence when, where and why golfers play

(Bryan, 1988,21)
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(Happ, 28). The survey identified the factors that determine

where people decide to play golf, with the top ten being:

1, Availability of Tee Times 7Ùo/o

2. Availability of Drinking Water 760/o

3. Yardage Markers 71o/o

fiie)a. Availability of Restrooms 68%

fiie)a. Smooth Greens 680/0

ffie)4. Conditions of Fairway/Rough 68/o
7. Green Fees 66%
B. Food Quality 63%
9. Hole Description on Score Card 62%
10. Practice Putting Green 57%

These results indicate that a comfoftable experience in a

pleasant env¡ronment is the first priority of most golfers when

choosing where to play. This enjoyment is regarded as

being more important than the conditioning of the course,

followed by the cost to play a round. Happ also goes on to

list the five main reasons why people play golf: outdoor

pleasure, the challenge of the game, companionship, taking

part in the tradition of golf and competition (28). His findings

suggest deeper, metaphysical reasons for playing golf,

beyond the visual and material components of the game.

Therein lies the timeless beauty of golf: that as I grow
older it reveals more of itself, and I continue to descend
to deeper levels of meaning. Over twenty years of play,

the game has offered many rewards on many levels. lt
has ofiered perspective on myself and a distraction from
the loneliness of writing. lt has introduced me to many
wonderful, strange, obsessive people... and helped
maintain a friendship or two. lt has provided a good
reason to get outside, to enjoy and sometimes challenge
the weather, to stand under a leafu tree waiting for a
rainstorm to pass, to stay out after dark when the stars
fìrst pop out, to wake early or skip lunch or act
impractically or with abounding silliness, to dream and to
want something small and yet vastly important - such as
the occasional birdie - that might connect me to other
people, other places, and otherselves, all linked together
by swaths of green grass warming in the sun.

(Wallach, xiii)

ln time, many golfers come to appreciate this'mystical'

aspect of the game as well.

5.2 Access¡b¡lity

Happ makes one other impoftant conclusion in his

research, when he points out that the development of more

golf courses implies more accessibility (28). The more

courses one has to choose from, the greater the likelihood of

organizing a game. Accessibility on a variety of different

levels has always been one of the draws of the sport. From

its inception, golf has been a public game that does not

discriminate against social classes:

...the greatest and wisest of the land were to be seen on
the Links of Leith mingling freely with the humblest
mechanics in pursuit of their common and beloved
amusement. All distinctions of rank were leveled by the
joyous spirit of the game. Lords of Session and cobblers,
knights, baronets, and tailors might be seen earnestly

contesting for the palm of superior dexterity, and
vehemently but good-humouredly discussing moot points
of the game, as they arose in the course of play.

(Browning,35)

Browning goes on to lament the fact that the formatÍon

of private golf clubs has seen the game stray from its

populist origins. However, many public courses still exist,

and it is always possible to set up a game with minimal

effort. Whitten suggests that there is a need for more public

courses with affordable green fees (92). He believes that

these types of courses are necessary for the survival of

golf, because they provide beginners with exposure to the

sport and "get new people interested in the game", ensuring

a healthy population of golfers. With this in mind, the prairie

golf course would be a public facility, with reduced

maintenance practices and the absence of motorized carts

contributing to its affordability.

Golf has an advantage over other outdoor sports in

another type of accessibility - skill. Male or female, young or

old, if a player is able to swing a club and strike a ball, they

are able to compete, on some level, at golf. This fact has

been celebrated by golf writers through the ages. As

Simpson explains,

There is no shape or size of body, no awkwardness nor
ungainliness, which puts good golf beyond one's reach.
There are good golfers with spectacles, with one eye,
with one leg, even with one arm. None but the absolute
blind need despair... ln golf, whilst there is life there is
hope.

(Simpson,9)

Simpson's quote is even outdated, evidenced by the

existence of several blind golfing associatíons around theFigure 5.4: Katherine Hepburn and golfing friends
Source: U.S.G.A., 189
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world (http://www.blindgotf.com/). There is also a scor¡ng system

that equates the scores of players of different abilities so that

they may compete with one another (Ward-Thomas et al,

202). For the designer, it is important to keep this diversÍty

of participants in mind when laying out a course.

...but more than its mere convenience is the
consideration that it is the one sport in which lack of skill
does not detract from the pleasure of the game. At
games such as billiards the weak performer has to watch
with as much patience as he can muster while his more
skillful adversary monopolizes the play. At golf it is the
bad player who has the fun of playing the greater number
of strokes. And there are few golfers so poor that they
are not rewarded by the occasional brilliant shot, and
even the occasional run of holes played in perfect figures
is enough to lure them on to hopes of improving their
play. ln golf more than in any other sport, to travel
hopefully is better than to arrive.

(Browning, 109)

Provided there are alternative routes around long carries,

golf can be played by anyone who chooses, and this is one

of its greatest assets.

5.3 Gamaraderie

A second enjoyable side of golf is discovered the more

a person is able to play. Hinted at earlier by Browning, it is

the opportunity to meet many new and interesting people of

viftually any background (35). The garbage collector may

play with the physician; the letter carrier with the lawyer; the

badender with the politician; the teen with the octogenarian

and the Canadian backpacker with the Thai industrialist (a

couple of personal references there). Economic and social

distinctions are made irrelevant by the leveling influence of

the game, at least for a few hours. And indeed, as Dwyer

points out, a round of golf can be a source of education and

a chance for career advancement for younger participants

(55). The same cannot be said for other sports, where direct

physical competition often precludes any sort of social

interaction during the course of play.

The principle of social interaction has always been an

integral part of the sport. Recall that the original courses

were located on public seaside land, which meant that

golfers would have occasion to interact with townspeople as

they made their way from hole to hole. As Wallach points

out,

American golf has long been considered an exclusive
game because many of the best courses are either
private or prohibitively expensive... In Scotland] don't be
surprised if a few local residents cross the fairway in front
of you on their way to stroll with their dogs along the
seaside dunes. They may wave if they recognize another
player in your foursome, or even stop to talk, lending the
links the feeling of a public square where members of the
community go to meet.

(1 5-1 6)

As discussed earlier, this not¡on of a connection to the

greater community can be made stronger on the prairie golf

course by allowing other activities to take place on or

adjacent to the site. Many, including Bamberger (6) and

Hallberg (160), see the golf course as a great opportunity to

enhance a community and promote social diversity through

increased interaction. Both welcome a'multi-use' approach

to golf course development, strengthening the presence of

the course on site and linking the project to the surrounding

context.

The only reason for the existence of golf and other
games is that they promote the health, pleasure and
even the prosperity of the community,

(MacKenzie , 1995,245)

Figure 5.5: Golfers in arms
Source: U.S.G.4.,47

English and Scottish

throughout its history. lt must also be remembered that

many competitions were team events that combined unlikely

partners in pursuit of a common goal.

Tournaments throughout the years have brought into
competition... [players] from every strata of society. They
have tossed into pairing the millionaire and the one{ime
caddie.. . they have made partners or rivals of grey and
grizzled veterans and youngsters hardly out of their
knickerbockers.

(Hackett, 277)

This spirit of camaraderie can be seen today in competitions

such as the Ryder Cup, The Solheim Cup and the

While it may be pointed

out that golfers are often

competing with each other,

the game has always been

an alternative to settling

disputes of a more

combative nature (Murphy,

1972,49). As discussed,

the game has had an

influence on the unity of the
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President's Cup, which sees rivalAmerican golfers team up

to play against contingents of international stars.

Returning to a more intimate level, golf provides a

forum for discussion for players from any and every part of

the world. The fundamental challenge, even for the

professionals, of perfecting the game of golf connects all

who play the game at the most elemental level, providing a

springboard for conversation on many other subjects

(Wodehouse,46). As Rubenstein points out, the difficulty of

the game leads to thought and reflection, which in turn lead

to discussions with other golfers (1990, X). Struggles with

technique, the reliving of past successes or failures and the

inner meanings of the game are universal topics on which

the 'in-between'time is spent during a round of golf.

Rubenstein goes on to discuss how casual participants in

other sports like hockey do not often mull over these issues,

certainly not in the course of play - the large amount of

down-time in golf makes it rare in this respect (1990, 8).

Golf, like other games, is also a great outlet for players

to let off steam and work through frustrations with no real-

world consequences. lt allows people to expose their faults

and relish their successes in front of their colleagues, with

the potential for strengthening relationships. As Hallberg

relates,

Today I've played the game of golf badly indeed, but it
avails absolutely nothing to have done so, or not done so.
The issue has always been far deeper than that. We are
mortal men from different walks of life... We've had a
fine time of it on the links, which has been the bonding
element between and among us. They've watched my

theatrical suffering, and they know exactly how much and
how little it all means... The greens and traps and
fairways are just little arenas where we can grieve for our
mortality and rejoice for exactly the same reason.

(Hallberg, 1997,70)

This idea of golf's unifying capabilities is inherent in its rules.

These rules, dependent on the honesty of every competitor,

ensure a level of trust and respect between the great

majority of golfers. lt is frequently pointed out that golf is the

only game in which you can call a penalty on yourself.

There is no referee, and the rules are based on the
assumption that every golfer is strictly honest. What
other game depends on the integrity of the player to such
an extent, that even if he[sic] is out in the rough, alone
with his[sic] maker, and loses a stroke because his[sic]
ball rolls over in addressing it, he[sic] must at once
acquaint his[sic] opponent with the penalty?

(MacKenzie, 1995,253)

The integrity bred by such rules results in strong bonds

between players, often established upon the first tee before

the start of a round. Of course there are inevitably those

who will cheat, but such players are quickly identified and

dealt with at most golf courses. Trust and honesty are likely

the reason that, as Hallberg points out, "The best friends you

can have are golfing friends" (1997, 273). Michael Murphy

takes this a step further when he suggests that the rules of

the game are in fact a formalization of friendship and

camaraderie.

All those gentlemanly rools, why, they're they proper rools
of affection - all the waiting' and oohin' and ahin'o'er yer
shots, all the talk o'this one's drive and that one's putt
and the other one's gorgeous swing - what is it all but
love?

(65)

There are a number of ways that the golf course

architect can facilitate the social element of the golfìng

experience. ln addition to providing for a diverse range of

uses for the course, faini'uays routed such that each hole is a

separate entity will allow players privacy to converse as they

make their way from shot to shot. By the same token,

clustering tees and greens at select locations allows players

at different stages of their games to meet and exchange

stories on how the day is progressing. Such inter-group
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Figure 5.6: Facilitating social interaction through the layout of the golf course
Source: Sketch by Author

discussions will also be provided for with refreshment stands

in one or two places on the course, along with rest stops and

rain shelters to protect golfers from inclement weather.

Benches, allowing players to sit and pause at each tee, allow

for this simple activity as well. Finally, the club house of the

golf course will be sited and designed to provide views of the

first and tenth tees and ninth and eighteenth greens, to

generate interest for those who are waiting to play or those

who have already finished golfing. ldeally, the clubhouse will

cz>%ltlâ
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also possess views of the practice area so that players can

observe others working at their game, satisfying the urge of

many golfers to discuss and dissect various swing

techniques.

The socÍal connections built by playing golf are further

enriched when a player is able to travel and experience the

game in its diverse forms around the world. The opportunity

to meet new golfers is an attractive part of the game, while

the possibility of playing on famous, unfamiliar courses, new

and old, is unique to this landscape sport. Wallach makes

the point that although it is more enjoyable when played with

others, golf is the same game alone or in a group (1S1). Our

companions may change, but the game remains essentially

the same. Rubenstein again compares golf with other

outdoor games such as hockey and observes that we do not

"seek the pure places to play hockey, the back-yard rinks of

our youth, the frozen rivers and natural ice" (1990, 8). ln

golf, the local environment is the defining factor in our

experiences - it is what we are actually competing against.

5.4 Environment and Surroundings

ln golf the contest is not with your fellowman[sic]. The
foe in golf is not your opponent, but great Nature herself,
and the game is to see who will overreach her better, you
or your opponent. ln almost all other games you pit
yourself against a mortal foe; in golf it is yourself against
the world, no human being stays your progress as you
drive your ball over the face of the globe. lt is very like
life in this, is golf. Life is not an internecine strife. We
are all here fighting, not against each other for our lives,
but against Nature for our livelihoods.

Atad dramatic, perhaps, but the message is clear. ln

golf our final score is compared with those of our playing

padners, but the true contest is against the various features

of the landscape and the changing climatic conditions.

source: N i ke Gorr Advertisem eni ffifuÎlliJii#:;
Wallach explains that our opponent has litfle or no direct

influence on our play, other than psychologically (61). Our

struggles are primarily with the land and the weather.

The ball was so painfully small, and the space about it
where the club's head might go so absurdly great.

(Hibbard,299)

One reason the environment is so crucial is that it is so

vast in relation to the target. lndeed, "in no other game is

the ratio of playing field to goal so large" (Murphy, 1972,

139). The physical reality of the game is such that the

dimensions of the course are much greater than the

implements of play, and these implements are profoundly

affected by their surround¡ngs. 'The big ball has a

tremendous effect on the little one,'is a common remark.

This is part of the difficulty of the game, as there is so much

terrain to negotiate, but it can be an enjoyable and

informative component as well. Murphy goes on to point out

that golf is one of the only games in which the goal actually

goes ntothe earth - a literal connection with the landscape

(1972, 139).

As mentioned earlier, walking is the best way for

players to develop this understanding and appreciation of

the terrain on a golf course. Klein points out that the

transition from walking to riding began with the introduction

of the pull cart (18). While these accessories did not

separate golfers from the terrain they made walking eighteen

holes more manageable, which led to further exploration on

how to get around the course with less effort. Dwyer points

out that this mentality, along with certain financial

constraints, is also the reason caddies have been almost

Figure 5.8: Play at Westward Ho! England
Source: Green, 15

(Haultain, 183)
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hour of the day, if ye look close enough, the grass has all
sorts o' browns and greens and yellows in it... When the
lights of the sky meet the lights of the earth, they never
make the same combination, The fairways are silver
now, but they'll be violet soon, then shades o'green and
blue and brown before the sun goes down. To a fresh
eye, it's always surprisin'- always, even on a cloudy day,
even in the dark like this. Do ye ever watch the land
wake up?

to spend the time in thought, missing out on the cerebral part

of the game. Even worse, the golfer is forced to wait even

longer between shots without any sense of progression,

thereby increasing the tension felt. Again, walking provides

the ideal rhythm and flow to a game of golf.

Four hours on the course are four hours of
contemplation. We stand over a shot and remember the
beauty we hit there six years ago, or, equally likely, the
terrible shot we hit last week. Whatever our state of
mind, we feel away from things, outside real life... Golf
encourages a dream state... encourages reverie. To be
part of golf is to come upon stories, to become a story, to
tellstories.

(Rubenstein, I 990, Xlll-XlV)

Rubenstein's quote sums up the impact of time on the

psyche, and it also suggests a larger sense of time that has

an influence on players and their tribulations on the golf

course - a sense of history.

5.7 Historic Connêctivity

I found that the more interested I became in golf, the
more interesting the game became. That happens. ln
time, the physicist in you becomes fascinated by swing
mechanics. The psychologist in you becomes
interested in the mind's control over the body; the
architect in course design;the engineer in club design;
the sociologist in the interaction of golfers; the
mathematician in gambling odds; the accountant in
score-keeping;the lawyer in rules; the historian in the
golf of preceding generations.

(Bamberger, 7)

There is strong desire amongst golfers to connect with

the history of the sport, and at the same time to establish

one's own place, however small, within the greater timeline

of the game. For in golf, as Milne pointed out, anyone can

make a shot equal to any professional - anyone can hole a

putt of formidable distance (11). This is not so for other

sports - few, if any, can match strokes with a professional

tennis player, slam dunk over an N.B.A. centre or hit a

hundred-mile-per-hour fastball out of the park. ln golf, we

(Murphy, 1997,128)

The hours spent on the course

and the way we move upon it also

have an impact on our golfing exploits.

Walking from shot to shot provides

time for introspection and thought on

our game and other issues that

influence our lives. Whigham

compares golf to soccer, where the

action is faster, more intense and

briefer, meaning that there is little time

for thinking about anything other than

the task at hand (36). Similar sports

like basketball or hockey are based on

reaction and lack the "nervous strain"

that puts pressure on physical

can all pull off a

miracle shot that

becomes part of a

particular club's, or

at least our own,

folklore. Although

Whigham (52)

laments the

talkative golfer, in

every round, no

matter how bad,

Figure 5.22: Plaque Commemorating the Feats
of Bobby Jones at Royal Lytham &

St Annes, England
Source: Plumridge, 31

Figure 5.21: The Walking
Golfer

Source: Page and

Tuttle Advertisement,
Golf Magazine,
May 1998, 203

execution in golf. Although this tension is an important

component of play, Murphy argues that it is adversely

affected when players ride in carts (1972,62-63). As with

most things, too much or too little pressure results in

decreased enjoyment. The time to drive one or two hundred

yards between shots is minimal, and the player is too rushed

there is bound to be at least one shot that comes off

perfectly that we can boast about until our next trip around

the course. Mike Bryan illustrates this point when he says:

Ask any golfer for the highlight of his[sic] experience with
the game. The answer will never be some shot he[sic]
saw a pro make, or a favorite player's victory... lt will
always be a golfing triumph of his[sic] own.

(Bryan, 1988, 23)

As a way to strengthen the sense of history on a golf

course, A.W. Tillinghast suggests that holes be named, in
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suggests that he would rather not play at all than play badly,

an unsettling sentiment for the world's average golfers:

I know that I love the game, that it matters in ways that
are inexplicable, that it owns more of my should than I

have ever admitted until now. lf I triumph occasionally,
it's because I hate with all my heart to taint the game with
my incompetence... I don't want to corrupt my romantic
ideal with shameful play.

(Hallberg, 1997, 3, 212)

Bryan argues that such self-loathing and negative

thought is unfounded (53). As discussed, the element of

luck is a large factor in golf, and the difference between a

good shot and a bad one can be infinitely small - a single

blade of grass in between the ball and the club's 'sweet spot'

or a spike mark in the way of a perfectly stroked putt.

Sometimes a golf shot can be executed exactly as planned

and still not work out - that is the nature of the game. This

incongruity, in addition to the golfer's sense of historic

connectivity, frequently leads to thought and meditation on

the deeper meanings of the game.

5.8 Spirituality and Self-Explorat¡on

Those who rave against golf surely forget that many of
the greatest politicians, thinkers and businessmen[sic]
conserve their health and their mental powers through
golf.

(MacKenzie, 1995,247)

As Bobby Jones points out in Golf ts My Game, golf is

often an extremely difficult game to learn, although he

believes that it need not be so (11). To the casual observer,

the physical motion of the golf swing seems simple enough,

but there is more to the game than hitting a ball with the

club. The

challenge of golf is

the necessity of

combining thought

and decision

making with exact

physical timing

and execution

under difficult,

often imperfect

conditions.

Herbeft Warren

Wind clearly

states the problem

when he says that,

"The fact that a player must generate his own power is one

of the fundamental reasons that golf is perhaps the most

difficult of all the major games to play consistently well"

(Wind, 79). All golfers must initiate the critical action - there

is nothing to react to, no event that instigates motion. The

challenge of the game, as opposed to most physical

activities, is a mental one. This challenge is complicated by

the active mind of the player, who expects to be able to

repeat a well executed shot time after time. This is, of

course, an impossible expectation, but it is one of the main

attractions of the game, as will be illustrated. Although many

players never go beyond the physical boundaries of the

game, there has been much analysis and thought on its

deep and inner meanings.

NoW I take it that there is no other game in which these
three fundamental factors - the physiological, the
psychological, and the social or moral- are so
extraordinarily combined or so constantly called into play.

Some sports, such as football, polo, rowing, call chiefly
for muscular activity, judgment, and nerve; others, such
as chess, draughts, backgammon, call upon the intellect
only. ln no other game that I know of is, first, the whole
anatomicalframe brought into such strenuous yet
delicate action at every stroke; or, second, does the mind
play so important a part in governing the actions of the
muscles; or, third, do the character and temperament of
your opponent so powerfully affect you as they do in golf.
To play well, these three factors in the game must be
most accurately adjusted, and their accurate adjustment
is as diffìcult as it is fascinating.

(Haultain,364)

Even after all of this thought and preparation,

even after what may be perfect execution, there is still

the possibility that a bad bounce will result in less-

than-peffect results. Do we quit? Quite the contrary,

we try even harder, and ultimately, as Bryan points

out, all of our efforts are seemingly for naught (20).

The average player remains an eighteen handicap,

despite all of the lessons, 'can't miss' magazine tips,

infomercial swing gizmos and steroid-injected, poly-

carbonate/titanium drivers. lf a low score was really

the most important part of the game, most golfers

would (or should?) have stopped playing a long time

ago.

MacKenzie states the reason for this persistence quite

clearly when he says that "The elusiveness of golf is

suffìcient to ensure its popularity. No one ever seems to

Figure 5.35: Driving Range, Flin Flon, Manitoba
Source: Photo by Author
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master it." (1920, 116). Hope and determination are the

reason for our continued effods to master the game. Our

attraction to "what could be" is very powerful (Murphy, 56).

The knowledge that some day the golfer could actually put it

all together and play up to personal potential is a most

alluring prospect. Sooner or later, we are bound to hit one

good shot, and that keeps us going. Golf is the ultimate

sport for the optimist, where a mistake can be instantly

forgotten and the next shot can be the one that opens the

door to the secret of the game.

At its very core, golf is about dreams and visions and
aspirations, and every game - every hole, even every
shot - presents a chance to make the most elusive and
unlikely of these real, We play golf always hoping that
today might be the day when we execute a chain of
perfect shots linked together into a spectacular round,
that for just a few hours out of an entire lifetime we might
become untouchable, immaculate, enlightened, that we
might realize fully and without self-consciousness the
most minuscule details of that most impossible dream.
The least we can do is envision this, even if we're unable
to make it come true.

(Wallach, 130)

Simpson takes a slightly more humourous view of this

condition, but neveftheless illustrates the romantic, idealistic

attitude with which many approach the sport of golf:

Excessive golfing dwarfs the intellect... the more
fatuously vacant the mind is, the better for play,.. Next to
the idiotic, the dull, unimaginative mind is the best for
golf... The poetic temperament is the worst for golf. lt
dreams of brilliant drives, iron shots laid dead, and long
putts held, whilst in real golf success waits for him who
takes care of the foozle and leaves the fine shots to take
care of themselves.

(2e2)

It is the unknown dimension of the game, manifested in the

nature of play and the strong influence of luck, which keeps

golfers coming back for more. Bryan argues that "success is

not directly proportional to skill" in golf, as it tends to be in

swimming, football or tenn¡s (8,21). ln these spofts, the

better the team or player, the greater the likelihood of victory.

The combination of physical and mental ability required in

golf, along with the effect of the landscape on the ball,

provide an opportunity for the average player to compete

with and recover from mistakes made against a more skilled

adversary.

As discussed, golf does not discriminate against

physical limitations - they can be overcome or

accommodated for - and all players are able to make

improvements in their game. Bamberger points out that the

possibility for improvement always exists in golf, an inviting

prospect (a). The presence of a final score at the end of

every round provides a barometer of our progress - we know

if we are getting better or not. lt is a palpable record of our

improvement (or decline) and every golfer I have ever

known, no matter what level, adds up the strokes he or she

'shouldn't have taken' after finishing a round. lt is inevitable.

The game leads irresistibly to prayer... Every golfer on
occasion blames Deity for golfing misfortune. No golfer
escapes the urge to pray. The impulse is involuntary
constant and i rreversible.

(Murphy, 1997, 15)

But make no mistake, it is not the absolute value of our

score that is important. Bryan, in observing that it is a

miracle that anyone is even able to execute the complex

action of a golf swing, wonders what would happen if

someone actually did achieve the'perfect score'(118). Until

a golfer actually manages to record a one on everyhole for

eighteen holes, there will always be another level of

achievement to strive for. After all, a perfect score is only

nearlyimpossible. What is more relevant than our score is

our relation to and acceptance of that score. As Plumridge

points out, we are never going to be as good as we think we

should be, so it is better to accept that there will be

disappointments in golf, and to be happy with what we are

actually able to do on the golf course (40).

lf you want to find out if a man[sic] is a good trustworthy
fellow[sic]or not, play golf with him[sic].

MacKenzie, 1995, 181

Those who cannot accept their limitations are those

most likely to cheat, according to Bamberger (4). As he

explains, "Golf can be selfish, which is its weakness, but Ít

requires honesty, which is its ultimate strength." The game

is always about our own score, but we are responsible for

reporting that score truthfully. Wallach observes that people

like to see themselves as good at what they do, and since

golf is difficult, they are inclined to lie about their score (92-

94). But there is no real benefit in this deception, for players

who convince themselves that they are better than their

actual capabilities are only being set up for disappointment

and embarrassment when they are subject to external

scrutiny. The game reveals the true nature of all that play it:
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No where does a man[sic] go so naked as he[sic] does
before a discernin' eye dressed for gowf.

(Murphy, 1972,45)

Ultimately, the darkest characters are not those who cheat

but those who actually judge others by their score. Our

fixation with results has forbidding implications, as Murphy

concludes, "Shooting par is second best. Goin'for results

like that leads men and cultures and entire worlds astray...

How could golf ever make you a better person?" (1gTZ, 92,

189). A lower score will not make us better people, but

playing the game honestly and enjoying our time on the

course are a step in the right direction.

Yes, there is much more to the game than the score,

and the more you play golf, the more you learn about it

(Wallach, xiii). You learn, as Hallberg does, that whatever

happens on the golf course, stays there:

I reassure myself with the abiding fact that no round I've
played, good or bad, has altered the course of my
existence in the slightest. Nobody has loved me more
when I've played well. There is actually something about
failure that evokes empathy from sensitive witnesses,
and now that my partners know the hopelessness of the
cause, they respond to my abject humanity.

(Hallberg, 1997,67)

You also realize, as Bryan points out, that even a high score

is something which golfers are incl¡ned to boast about (49).

For a disastrous round is still something theydid, all by

themselves - a memory along with the time spent out-of-

doors in good company. Clearly, a player who can do this

has accepted the unpredictability of the game.

This healthy attitude can often lead to an actual

improvement in a player's game. When golfers let go of

their obsession with a low score, they are freed of the

tension that goes along with that obsession. They are able

to let go of a number as an aim and merely hit each shot to

the best of their ability. This care-free state of mind is

described by Hallberg (1997, 106) and also by Wallach, who

observes that "When I stopped caring about such specific

and limited goals as my score, when I surrendered to the

process and just played, I began truly to experience and

enjoy each shot, and I began scoring better" (Wallach, xiii).

A reciprocal relationship is established - the better the player

feels about their score, the better their play, and the better

their play, the better their feelings about their score.

There will probably happen in the course of a golf match
things that may either be taken humorously or in anger,
and the former attitude of mind wíll be found to answer
the latter.

(Law,223)

The obsession with 'card and pencil'is a difficult hurdle to

get over, however. The difficulty is that score more often

than not dictates our enjoyment, and not the other way

around. As Bamberger learns, a better way to judge the

success of our rounds is how we feel physically upon

completion, rather than what our score card tells us:

Because it gives us energy... that's the single best thing
about the game. The better we play, the more energy we
get. From now on, ask yourself after every round, if you
have more energy than before you began. 'Tis much
more important than the score, much more important
than the score.

(John Stark, from Bamberge¡ 192)

Clearly, enjoyment of the experience must be the fìrst

priority of the golfer. There

are so many other gratifying

aspects to a round of golf

other than the score it is

foolish to waste so much

energy on negative thought.

The worst-case scenario is

the golfer who allows bad

play to affect the rest of his or her life. Whigham stresses

the importance of being satisfied with our efforts and letting

the results remain on the course:

But, after all, the most important thing for golfers of all
ages and handicaps is not that they shoufd play golf well,
but that they should play it cheerfully. One often wonders
why some people choose to play a game at all which
apparently gives them about two hours of complete
misery. The habit of being irritable at golf grows upon a
man[sic]without his[sic] knowing it, untilat length he[sic]
is a burden to his partner, opponent, caddie, and most of
all to himselflsicl. lf he[sic] is not careful he[sic] wilt carry
this irritability into everyday life and become a burden to
his[sic] family as well. For golf is like a patent medicine;
it either kills or cures.

(Haultain,313)

Once this enjoyment is realized, it is human nature for our

ever-active minds to look for meaning behind our golfing

experiences. While Bryan acknowledges that many good

golfers do not have this fascination with the mystical side of

the game, he admits that these deeper levels are what make

him continue to play golf (1988, 133). Likening golf to Zen

pursuits such as tai chi and flower arranging, Wallach

suggests that golf is a suitable vehicle for meditation and for

helping to understand the world and our place in it:

Figure 5.36: lnspecting a Putter
Source; Plumridge, 152
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For me, the game itself isn't nearly as important as
where it takes me - both physically and philosophically. I

love the transcendent potential... I love the way you can
play golf in the most remote surroundings, yet it's still the
same game it would be on the bright, manicured fairways
of the nicest country club.

(Wallach, 153)

lnevitably, as with all human pursuits, there are many

parallels drawn between golf and the world that speak of the

game as a metaphor for life.

5.9 Golf as a Metaphor

...why is this such an important event in my life? ls it
because I get to march up and down the metaphorical
fairways, hopeful that for once the forces of chaos will
submit to my sudden mastery? Today might be the day
when potential finds realization, when failure and bad
luck take a long hike to oblivion. Or maybe not.

(Hallberg, 1997,107)

It is obvious that there are a number of different

reasons why people play golf and why they are attracted to

the game. The benefit of hope and positive thinking is one

of these reasons, and it is a part of the game that often

results in comparisons with life. Bamberger points out that

"without hope, there's no golf," (191). The same is true for

our days on earth - if we do not aspire to lofty heights, have

we really 'lived'? And if we do not dream of some sort of

success, no matter how small, what is the alternative?

Whigham (313) and Murphy (1972, 141) add that even if a

particular round or hole does not go well, we can always

return to where we started and try again. As with the world,

when we face setbacks, there is always a chance to start

again and redeem ourselves of past mistakes. Golf and life

are about recovering from adversity. That is why it is so

difficult to quit playing golf - we never know when we will play

up to our potential.

Perhaps the only true mystery to golf is the essential
magnetism the game possesses which makes so many
of us, regardless of discouragement, never quite turn in
our trench coats and magnifying glasses and stop our
search for the answers.

(Hogan, 37)

Our memories of past success are too strong to allow us to

let go of the game.

Murphy takes the analogy further when he discusses

how in golf, as in life, no situation we face is ever the same

and that we must make the best of them all (1972,201). He

adds that there are many different solutions to every

problem that comes up, and it does not matter how we solve

them, just that we make our best attempt. ln both instances,

the more thought we give and the more practice we get, the

better we are able to handle the diverse circumstances that

arise. We may not always get things exactly right, but we

can begin to adapt our abilities to the dilemmas we face. As

MacKenzie states, "...the ability to play from a bad lie

differentiates between a good player and a bad one" (1995,

181).

Learning in golf is thus likened to learning in life - it is

an approximation at best (Hogan, 84). Ultimately, we must

fail in order to succeed - we must learn what does not work

so that we might understand what works (Murphy, 1972,

207). Wallach applies this symbol to all things in life - we

theory that it is the travelling and not the destination in both

golf and life that matter most (9-10). Focussing on a goal

distracts us from what is around us - we are so fixed on an

arbitrary point that we neglect to enjoy ourselves, to play and

to live.

This fixation can often lead to negative thoughts if

things do not progress exactly as we expect them to. As

Murphy is told, "wait 'em oot" (1972,31) - patience is a virtue

in the case of such awful thoughts in both golf and life. By

the same token, there is the problem of being too hesitant to

must be exposed

to both sides of a

subject in order to

comprehend the

whole thing (xvii).

The good cannot

be appreciated

without

experiencing the

bad, light without

dark, summer

without winter,

and so on. lt is

important to find a

balance. Wallach

furthers this

notion with his

Figure 5.37: Boy in field
Source: U.S.G.A., 73
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act, and not allowing an element of magic or the

unpredictable into our days.

One of the beauties of sport is the inspirational heart-
stopping move that reminds us of possibilities yet
unguessed. lnspiration and spontaneity must be given
their place if any game is to be mastered and enjoyed.

(Murphy, 1972,207)

This theory is summed up by Wallach when he describes his

idea of "playing beyond the fain¡yay" (xvií). His description of

the "unmanicured terrain" outside the everyday norm is what

he believes puts the adventure and challenge into golf and

existence. As in all things, if you stick to the well-worn path

and never travel beyond the edges, where is the

excitement?

The elements of the unknown and the thrill of taking a

chance return the discussion to the impact of luck on a

round of golf. Alister MacKenzie describes luck as "the zest

of life as well as golf'and explains how we must always be

Figure 5.38: Golfer and caddies
Source: Mair, 25

conscious of its presence (1995, 295). As Bryan points out,

the beauty of luck is that in all things it eventually balances

out, if we are patient (8). Developing this patience is part of

maturing and a harmonious approach to both golf and our

existence.

ln gowf, ye see the essence of what the world itself
demands. lnclusion of all our parts, alignment o'them all
with one another and with the clubs and the ball, with all
the land we play on and with our playin' partners.

(Murphy, 1972,68)

Murphy speaks further of this harmony and suggests that

our physical and mental states are equally imporlant to

achieve happiness in life and success in golf (1972,46-47).

ln likening golf to a marriage, he describes it as a "cohesion

of self'. I believe that this comparison is applicable to all

relationships - if we are able to focus on our own strengths

while respecting the qualities of others, we can achieve

compatibility with anyone we meet. The same can be said

for our abilities in golf - if we know what we are capable of

and can accommodate the features of a course, we can find

great enjoyment on any layout we encounter.

The connections made between golf and life may

sound laughable, and indeed, many passionate golfers scoff

at the notion of golf as a symbol. Lorne Rubenstein

emphatically argues that golf is noÍ a metaphor for life and

has no bearing on the real world (1990, XIV). lf the luck

evens out and we can always start again, how then do we

account for poverty, suicide, disease and starvation in the

world? Bryan also makes the point that "the great games...

mirror the unfairness and haphazardness of our lives, then

top off the punishment with the incongruous objectivity of a

final score" (8). lf it is the travelling and not the arriving that

really matters, why do we bother to keep score? John Stark

echoes these sentiments when he laments the

commercialization of golf that has taken the game away from

the people of Scotland (Bamberger, 104). lt is obvious that

golf is now essentially about making money, and not about

simply playing.

Ultimately,

the landscape

architect cannot

design these

symbols and

metaphors into the

golf course or the

golfer's

experience - they

are either

Figure 5.39: Putting
Source; Mair, '1 8

perceived or they are not, and cannot be 'force fed.'

However, solace lies in the nature of the game. For, as

Hallberg points out, golf, unlike life, has clear rules, and the

bounces doeven out in the end (143). You can get it exactly

right in golf, probably more often than in life. You can feel

when a golf ball is struck perfectly. You knowit. But you

also know when things are not going well, and the golf

course, for Bryan, becomes a theatre for tragedy, humour,
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isolation on the prairies. The living, breathing wind, given so

much room to exert its influence, reminds people how

insignificant they are when compared to the landscape,

accentuating the vast scale of the prairie landscape. Grove

describes how the wind can be so strong one must shout to

be heard, and sometimes even this is not enough (16). The

result is that people can feel isolated even when they are

only a few feet apart. Returning to Mariott, she suggests

that the all-powerful wind can be enough to blow even faith

away.

God, wt//Íneverrain
again? L|/hat about
those c/ouds out west?
No, that siust dust as
thick
and stif/ing now as
winterunderwear
No rain, no crop, no
feed, no faith, only
Wind.

(Marriott, 107)

Ricou reminds us, however, that just as a strong,

howling wind can represent an angry God, gentle breezes

can represent a calm, serene deity (97). State of mind also

influences one's perception of the wind, as its actions can be

viewed as a blessing or a punishment. Mitchell makes this

clear in his descriptions of different encounters on the

prairie, dealing with both the bad, "Brian tasted the coldness

of it with each breath... like the cold of an icicle on a bare

hand," (1947,91) and the good, "And all about him was the

wind now, a pervasive sighing through great emptiness,

unhampered by the buildings of the town, warm and living

against his face and in his hair." (1947 , 10). Once more

there is the notion of appreciating the opposites in any

landscape and sensations that have no visible source.

Mitchell equates these feelings with God, and also the

search for meaning in life. lt cannot be found or put into

words, but there is some force that is constantly affecting

people. And for Mitchell, "Always, he noted, the feeling was

most exquisite upon the prairie or when the wind blew"

(1947, 120).

Clearly, the wind must be given its full play on the

prairie golf course, with holes laid out in large, open spaces

so that players can have the full sensory experience that the

wind brings. The avoidance of introduced planting will

further contribute to this temporal landscape feature.

6.12 Scale

...Her eyes idled across the flat, unsurprising earth that
went on and on into the north with scarcely a perceptible
undulation... here was the prairie, spare as an empty
platter - no, there was the solitary figure of a man upon it,
like a meager offer of earth to heaven. Here were the
little wood trails and prairie trails that a few men had
made on lonely journeyings, and here the crossings
where they had met to exchange a word or two.

(Ostenso, 138)

The ephemeral qualities of the landscape are

profoundly influenced by the scale of the prairies. The vast

distances and open spaces have a tremendous impact on

one's perception, and few are able to come to grips with the

sheer size of the landscape. Discussing this

incomprehensible scale, Hawley brings up the fact that

western Canada has a number of different names - The

PratTtes, The Great P/ains, Saskatchewan, Dakota, Land Of

Hope, Next Year Count44 most of North Amenca, The lUest

The Last Besf Wesf - but cannot be summed up with one

term:

...how did we callyou?
what will we call you...
what are your other
names?

(Hawley,206)

The magnitude of the prairies simply defies defìnition and

newcomers frequently feel awe and a sense of their own

relative i nsig nificance.

The scale is often a source of confusion as well. As

Mitchell obseryes, "Jake always says she seems twice as far

when you can't tell how close you're getting to where you're

headed for." (1961 , 36). Albey provides a scientific

explanation for this phenomenon, asserting that the lack of

haze in the atmosphere gives a crisp, clarity to the light that

accentuates the vastness of the land (5). The impact of this

condition is heightened considerably in the harsh prairie

winter, as Ross observes, to give the prairies an otherworldly

proportion.

It's cold and clear tonight, with such white, glittering
moonlight that the snow-covered landscape against the
dark sky looks far brighter than it ever does in daytime...
It was as if a sea with an angry swell had suddenly been
frozen by the moon... When you pause a moment to look
across the prairie a queer, lost sensation comes over you
of being hung aloft in space, so like a floor of clouds
does the unbroken whiteness coil and swell to the
horizon.

(1e4-1e7)

The resulting uneasiness is explored fufther by Ross, who
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and track could be laid down fast without any sleight of
engineering. ln the 832 miles from Winnipeg to Calgary,
the C.P.R. needed to construct only two large bridges.
Scenery was the last thing on the builders' minds.

(Albey,6)

We know that there are areas of the prairie that do undulate

- it is a glacial landscape. A site containing both undulating

and flatter terrain would provide a variety of contrasting

holes and further reveal the truth of the prairie landscape.

6.14 The Land is Not Featureless

The prairies are rarely level, except over small areas... it
is the ... absence of timber and the sameness of the
scenery, that deceive the eye and give the appearance of
flatness.

(from Ricou, 4)

As Ricou above and Albey earlier allude to, another

impoftant physical component of the prairie landscape is, in

fact, a perceived absence or lack of traditional landscape

features - dense forests, oceans and lakes, hills or

mountains. The dry, extreme weather conditions in

combination with disturbances such as fire, grazing and

flood have restricted tree growth, while glacial activity has

resulted in a lack of undulation over much of the prairie

landscape. ln describing characters in The Studhorse Man

as "desperate", Kroetsch's narrator speaks of the prairie

landscape as a desperate land - for water, for shelter, for

elevation and for relief (1970,7).

The scarcity of trees was one of the most important

absences in the prairie landscape for the first settlers.

Those arriving from the forested landscapes of Europe and

southwestern Ontario were not prepared for the relative

sparseness of the Canadian west. This condition made it

difficult for homesteaders to find enough material from which

to build a home. One had to make due with whatever wood

that could be found, whether it was suitable or not. As Stead

describes, "The Stake family residence, it seemed, consisted

largely of cracks" (18). Stegner points to the inconsistency

of rainfall for the lack of tree cover in the prairies, which is

too irregular and inconsistent to produce a decent crop, let

alone a forest (254). The native trees which are able to

establish themselves on the prairies must be able to

withstand the arid conditions, the ravages of the prairie wind

and the cold of its winters. Laurence uses the hardiness of

these species as a metaphor for the people of the prairies:

The small bluffs of scrub oak and poplar... A gathering of
trees, not the great hardwoods of Down East, or forests
of the North, but thin tough-fibred trees that could survive
on open grassland, that could live against the wind and
the winter here. That was a kind of tree worth having;
that was a determined kind of tree, all right.

(Laurence, 1974,282)

The subtlety of landscape elements can have a

liberating effect on people similar to that of the flat land and

scale of the prairies. Stegner makes the argument that the

wide open landscape is liberating (165) - there is nothing

between a person and anything on the prairies - the sky, the

North Pole, the Rocky Mountains, the Canadian Shield and

the United States. This is contrasted with Ostenso, who

suggests that the lack of features on the prairies make it

impossible for prairie inhabitants to outwardly express their

feelings. This inability to emote leads to the perception that

people from the prairies are simple and monotonous.

The austerity of nature reduces the outward expression
in life... because there is not such an abundance of
natural objects to react to. We are, after all, only the
mirror of our environment. Life here... may seem a
negation, but it's only a reflection from so few exterior
objects that it has the semblance of negation. These
people are thrown inward upon themselves, their
passions stored up, they are intensified figures of life with
no outward expression - no releasing gesture.

(Ostenso, 93)

I would argue, then, that it is the objective of the designer to

provide this releasing gesture, to allow people on the prairies

to make an active response to the supposedly empty

landscape. The prairie golf course will present a clear

challenge to the player - the simple delineation of holes, the

barest of essentials in defining a course - providing an

objective in this landscape with so few objects. Creating

unnecessary hazards or planting rows of trees between

holes is contrary to this spirit and denies the reality of the

surroundings. The acceptance of the essential features of

the prairies is the first step in achieving a greater

appreciation of this particular landscape. While the eye can

quickly take it all in, the mind cannot, to the golf course

architect's advantage.

ln the absence of landscape spectacle the artist must
sharpen his observation and detect those nuances which
are the essence of art.

(Ricou, 8)

Along this line, a hole with little change in elevation or

physical features such as trees can act as a 'sleeper', giving

players a false sense of security on what appears to be an

easy hole without hazards. However, it quickly becomes
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with the use of curved and flowing lines following the subtle

contours of the earth. The use of native prairie grasses

represents a move away from both introduced turf species

and non-native cash crops, which have altered the character

of the landscape.

Ricou adds that other introduced elements, such as

windbreaks and shelterbelts constructed to keep out the

hostile world, in essence cut us off from the surrounding

environment (62). Kroetsch also comments on the

inadequacy of wind breaks on the prairies:

...westward in the summer you could see the green of a
windbreak, elm and maple and Russian poplar and
caragana. Things that don't grow here by nature but
have to be planted and tended... But as I may have said,
there wasn't a windbreak ever planted that could really
stop the wind. lt got to the house. I always felt it was
trying to say something, and I wasn't understanding.
Something very sad.

(Kroetsch, 1966, 54)

The landscape is clearly the greater force, despite efforts to

subdue it. The futile actions speak of a spiritual

disconnection with the landscape as well, a point driven

home by the results of new technology - fewer farmers on

the land and less direct contact with it.

6.17 Technology and the Gar

The history of the West is a chronicle of voyages, a
ceaseless ebb and flow from east to west and west to
east of human beings in search of fur, buffalo, land,
wealth, salvation. The quest never ends.

(Robertson, 33)

The numerable improvements in technology aimed at

helping the prairie farmer have in fact created more work

and decreased the time available for interaction with each

other and the landscape. Ricou questions whether or not

machines, designed to make agriculture easier, have

brought farmers closer to the land or taken them further

away from it (27). The question is also applicable to the

prairie golf course when one considers the use of golf carts

and how they have taken away from the landscape

experience component of the game. The method and speed

of movement play a pivotal role in our perception of the

landscape. Nowhere is this more evident on the prairies,

where the disorientation felt by travelers is often magnified

by travelling in a car at high speeds. As Ross explains,

You leave the farms and wheat land fifty miles away, and
drive through white dry grass that throws back the glare
of the sun and burns your eyes like sand. There's a slow
incline to the prairie, and ahead you think you see a
range of hills. But their crests retreat as you advance.
The trail keeps nosing on and up. The trail forks
sometimes. lt's such a long way you begin to wonder is
Paul as sure of the turns to take as he insists... And
there's a cowboy once who waves as we pass, and
whose solitary figure against the horizon gives the
landscape for a moment vastness that we hadn't felt
before.

(121)

Travel by car only adds to the overwhelming scale of the

prairies, as a person can drive so far, so fast, with hardly a

change in the scenery. This is one of the points made by

Hawley, who laments the disconnection with the landscape

that has been fostered by automobile travel (199). The

prairies are best experienced on a pedestrian scale (Albey,

4), but unfortunately, a paradoxical relationship has been

established - we seem lo need a car to discover the most

interesting places and traverse the immense distances of the

prairies.

Hawley argues that the disconnection of the prairie

dweller from the landscape is a symptom of modern cyber-

culture and the inadequacy of the vehicular experience.

Real places and tangible encounters with the land are losing

their importance. As she writes,

and today time doesn't
matter
since there's no longer
home
office to come home
from
or deadline to catch...

...There are so many
faces that green glass
distorts

(Hawley, 202,207)

Even worse, the improvements have made it easier to avoid

the prairies altogether by driving right through them without

stopping. Riding in a golf cart repeats this avoidance of

landscape subtlety on a smaller, more intimate scale.

6.18 Our Place in the Landscape

It is not hills and mountains which we should call eternal.
Nature abhors an elevation almost as much as it abhors
a vacuum; a hill is no sooner elevated than the forces of
erosion begin tearing it down.

(Stenger, 7)

The disconnection produced by the automobile and

large-scale attempts to relate to the landscape that have

been destructive and oblivious to the existing patterns of

nature have led writers like Ricou to assert that people are

vertical "aliens" on the horizontal prairie landscape, decaying
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was some thing feral in her voice, that even the pace and
staidness of her hymn could not restrain.

(Ross,51)

Rather than cowering before the gale, she accepts its

strength and works in concert with the landscape to enhance

her performance. Ostenso's character of the same name,

Judith Gare, is a similar figure. The wild, rebellious daughter

of the tyrannical Caleb, she symbolizes the raw beauty of

the prairie landscape and the power of mother nature. Like

the eafth, Judith must be physically broken before she will

allow a person to get close to her (Ostenso, 102).

By contrast, the stoicism and self-restraint of Ross'

Philip Bentley serve as symbols for the stable physical

qualities of the prairies. The simple geometry and sheer

size of the plains are reflected in his great stature, and also

his slow gentle mannerisms. Often unreachable, Philip

"...has the same turn and gestures, the same slow strength.

Sky and weather have put the same look of stillness in his

eyes" (Ross, 27).

Stead uses his character Gander Stake in a similar

manner to represent the simple, untamed qualities of the

prairie landscape, full of innocence and potential. Unwilling

to fight in the First World War, Gander has "too much spirit" -

he is wild and undisciplined like the prairie itself (Stead,

120). Gander does not understand the routines of society

and the construct of war - he is of the land and connected

only to the rhythm of the seasons.

He ate the leaves of every flower of the prairie, but was
particularly partialto rose leaves and the purple blooms
of the so-called prairie crocus.

(Stead, 23)

Gander's earthy tendencies remind the reader that 'you are

what you eat'. This metaphor reminds the player that an

evenness of temper is also required to succeed at golf, as

well as a passion and intensity.

Returning to

the work of

Mitchell, we see

the prairie

represented in the

character of the

Young Ben in Who Figure 6.21: Asters, Winnipeg, Manitoba
Source: Photo by Author

Has Seen the

Wind? An uncontrollable force, the Young Ben is stifled by

society and the confines of the city, his "gray eyes... seeking

out and measuring the people who hemmed him in"

(Mitchell, 109). The comparison continues right through to

his physical description, from his tattered clothing to his hair,

"bleached as the dead prairie grass itself' (Mitchell, 1947,

11). Asolitary outsider, the Young Ben is indifferent and

quiet, but prone to shoñ, violent outbursts, similar to the

prairie environmenl (1947, 124). This characteristic is found

in other figures in the novel, including the wild and

passionate Uncle Sean and the unyielding, volatile Saint

Sammy, who conjures a rainstorm when his interests are

threatened (1947,264). As mentioned earlier, Mitchell does

not allow his protagonists to fully embrace the prairie

landscape, with symbolic figures like the Young Ben and

Saint Sammy being kept at a distance from the rest of

society.

She was spoken of in town, when mentioned at all, as a
painfully shy woman; obviously, with Hazard, she had
become brazen beyond every bound ofdecency.

(Kroetsch, 128)

The dramatic influence that characters like the Young Ben,

Saint Sammy and Kroetsch's Hazard Lepage can have on

people mimics that of the western Canadian landscape - it

can make them wilder and more passionate.

6.22 P¡airie Folk Takes and Golf Stories - Growing a

History

These wild, larger than life characters, both real and

fictional, quickly become part of the growing history of the

prairies. Although the Canadian west is young in terms of

settlement and there is a relative lack of documentedhistory,

these characters and local, small town stories contribute to

the sense of place and landscape experience. There are no

castles or crusades or holy empires, and to pretend

othen¡rise would be foolish. However, there are many other

things that make this region worthy of attention. Harrison

contends that this is one of the points Kroetsch is trying to

make.
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(Kroetsch) passes essentially romantic figures like
Backstrom and Hazard through... the social staples of
rural life in the West and which have not yet quite
disappeared. ForAlbertans especially, Kroetsch is
making their experiences more real by turning them into
fiction, adding the necessary imaginative dimension. At
the same time that he is de-mythologizing the West, he is
offering the prairie imagination its local past in usable
terms by mythologizing the commonplaces of prairie lífe.

(Harrison, 212-213)

The prairies are not the place for Homer's Odyssey, but

rather community happenings like drinking, rodeos, falling off

horses, fooling around and agriculturaljokes and figures of

speech. All of these occurrences, found in Seed Catalogue,

are how we "grow a past" by living in the present (Kroetsch,

1977 , 120). These prairie town folk tales are a way of

building a collection of prairie legends, for as Mitchell

observes, "The people that really count... their history isn't to

be found in records or in books." (1961, 100) Laurence is

careful to remind one that these simple stories do not mean

that the people of the prairies are simple, saying that "Those

people know things it will take you the better part of your

lifetime to learn, if ever. They are not very verbal people, but

if you ever in your life presume to look down on them

because you have the knack of words and they do not, then

you do so at your eternal risk and peril" (1974, 155). They

are merely honest about who and what they are.

These stories in turn become the essence of the prairie

experience, and the same can be said of golf stories.

Adding ones own accomplishments to the folklore of golf is

part of what attracts people to the game. Sharing these

stories helps us to keep perspective on our failures and

reactions to these setbacks. ln the same sense, sharing

stories about the landscape with family and friends helps to

combat the loneliness and isolation of the prairies.

When Crozier writes about:

all those stories
death and the long wind
That had no trees
to stop it

(64)

she is confronting the reality of the landscape and getting

everything out in the open, making the elements, loneliness

and exposure easier to deal with. The thought is taken

fufther with the idea that the exaggeration of the harsh

conditions helps us to deal with their punishing effects. The

need for hyperbole is made clear by Mitchell when he writes

that dreadful things are "not half as frightening if they are

made ridiculous" (1961 , 100). People 'love' the prairies by

verbally knocking them down to deal with the pain.

Kroetsch's gophers that "had to kneel down to get a bit to

eat" (1966,76); Ross"'town where once it rained all June"

(127); Laurence's discussion of the meaning of forty below

(1974, 414) and Stegner's description of "The Year of the

Blue Snow," when people's words froze in the air (160) are

all examples of this kind of embellishment. lndeed, the

entire story of The Studhorse man is told second hand by a

narrator who professes to be crazy (Kroetsch, 1970, 61) -

how much can we believe is true? Such tall tales are also a

way of adding to the drama of the landscape as part of a

quest for cultural relevance.

I wanted to test myself against a larger world than the
prairies seemed to offer. The desire is widespread, even
ordinary... arrogance and fear, inferiority and pride... the
prairies are full of talented people not quite believing in
themselves. Easy - too easy - to dismiss their world as
a backwater.

(Albey,2)

Albey's words exemplify the desire that many frontier

settlements have to prove themselves to the world. Stegner

goes on to say that westerners are prone to glorifying the

pioneer days because that is the only history they have (292)

- it must be good enough. He also speaks of how a break

had to take place at some point - many elements of

European culture simply did not fit in the prairies and had to

be distilled before progress could be made.

...it was impossible to keep alive on the frontier the things
that made life agreeable. Many made the most
strenuous efforts to naturalize their old life on new soil,
but a great deal of what they transplanted has died.

(Stegner,294)

Attempts to deny the reality of the landscape are reminiscent

of Sinclair Ross' false fronted buildings, which are ultimately

blown away by the ever-present prairie wind. Albey writes

about the failure of place called Cannington Manor in

Saskatchewan, which attempted to recreate a bucolic

English village in the prairies. Similar to the failure of Doc

Murdoch's Ontario-style garden in The Words of My Roaring

(Kroetsch, 158), Cannington Manor "...was a touching,

absurd dream; but the prairies abjured its rough magic..."
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(Albey, 7). Harrison also comments on the presence of

gardens in prairie literature, saying that

The use of this recurrent garden motif in the art and
culture generally could be dismissed as simply another
way of looking at the prairie without really seeing it... The
drought years of the 1930's gave sudden and dramatic
proof of how dangerous it was to be materially out of
touch with the land... The garden motif never disappears
from prairie fiction, though in many of the later novels it
appears ironically, an image for the spirit of precarious
optimism which is stilltypicalof the prairie dweller.

(Harrison,34)

These attempts to'civilize' places across the prairies

only serve to make the landscape indistinguishable from

anywhere else. For Albey, this loss of distinctive local

character can only lead to stagnation and disconnection

from place (170). The celebration of local character and our

connections to small town legends and mythology help to

keep us connected to the prairies. This "fulfillment" in prairie

culture and the "experiences of ordinary people" are a

source of great hope for Hawley (Lenoski, 221).

And I carried
the nub ofthat
round grass...

...through each
dear asking
face
wherever lwent
from there
and even my
return behind
dark glass
could not alter
that

place circles
face circles
can be recalled
in transit even
across the

disguised grass
even the lost
postulations for
the Last Best
West
can be called
back again

(Hawley 217-219)

Hawley's grasshopper f¡nds solace in community and

ultimately, her hope and determination are the strongest

assets for people living in the prair¡e landscape.

6.23 Mindset - Hope and Determination

Brome Grass (Bromus lnermis): 'No amount of cold will
kill it, lt withstands the summer suns. Water may stand
on it for several weeks without apparent injury. The roots
push through the soil, throwing up new plants continually.
It starts quicker than other grasses in the spring.
Remains green longer in the fall. Flourishes under
absolute neglect.'

(Kroetsch, 1977,121)

Kroetsch's description of brome grass is an obvious

reference to the people who live on the prairies and also a

commentary on literature and art on the prairies. The brome

grass passage is also a commentary on the spirit of the

people who live in the Canadian west. This hope and

determination is the strongest link between golf and the

prairies. The chance for recovery and belief that things will

eventually get better is an important aspect of both

experiences. Ricou also likens this spirit to prairie grass -

trampled, grazed, burned, flooded and stormed upon, but

always growing again (50). For Stegner, this stoic resilience

was a requirement for survival on the prair¡es.

They honoured courage, competence, self reliance, and
they honoured them tacitly... lt was their absence, not
their presence, that was cause for remark.

(Stegner, 136)

One could not expect recognitíon for helping others - why

would anyone do any less, and how did it make a person a

hero? Similar to Stegner's line of thought, Ross explains

that hard work and determination were the only choice,

saying that "To relax, I felt, would be to let the walls around

me crumple in" (Ross, 1941, 51). Clearly, there was no

alternative to resisting the elements.

The need for positivity is apparent. Ricou explains that

life is verticality and vefticality is life - the fundamental effort

of acting against gravity is the basis for existence on the

prairies (138). Characters in prairie literature begin to realize

that material gain is secondary to happiness and quality of

life, something that is worth the struggle.

...materialsuccess was not enough. What did it matter
whether a person had a little more or less wealth? A
strong, healthy body was his; with that he could make a
living anywhere... But the accessories of life were really
the essentials; they were what made living worth while:
the building up of a whole little world that revolved about
him.

(Grove,45)

This shift in values is also expressed by Ross'Judith West,

who is full of hope for a richer life. She acknowledges that

she could take the traditional route to security by becoming a

farmer's wife, but opts for a more diffìcult, independent path.

Judith explains that "...it would leave me just where I started.

l'd always feel guilty, I think, that I'd given in too soon.

There'd be nothing more that really counted" (Ross, 74).
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7.4 Tourism and Support Infrastructure

According to the Asessippi Provincial Park Destination

Strategy, people who are from Manitoba account for eighty

per cent of trips taken in Manitoba. They enjoy travelling

within their own province (Lombard, Appendix F, 1). Of all

the trips counted in Manitoba, the parkland region attracted

only seven per cent of the total (440,000 out of 6.2 Million) in

1994. The reason that this share is so small, according to

the study, is the relatively large distance of the parkland

region from major population centres (Lombard, Appendix F,

2). The study also points out that more than one{hird of the

people travelling to the region are visiting friends and

relatives - the local people themselves are the attraction.

These last two points indicate that the parkland requires a

greater number of amenities to make it worthwhile for

tourists to travel the extra distance to the region, and to

provide people with options for activity when visiting.

The report goes on to say that most visits to the park

take place between April and September, with August as the

peak month for activity (Lombard, Appendix F, 3-4). There is

a definite need for summer activity facilities at Asessippi,

capable of hosting high-turnout events and extending traffic

into the "shoulder" seasons of spring and fall, especially

October. A golf course provides this kind of summer draw

that can easily be stretched to include the shoulder seasons,

and offers the potential to host golf tournaments, which can

provide a large influx of people and money into all aspects of

the local tourism infrastructure.

This infrastructure includes 190 modern motel and

hotel rooms in a twenty-mile radius, most of which are

located in Roblin and Russell. The Russell lnn and Spa is

the largest of these facilities (Lombard, Appendix F, 6-Z¡.

There is also one rental cabin development on the west side

of the lake of the prairies, just outside the park, which offers

four cabins, and is currently developing a seasonal

campground. There are also three outfitters in the vicinity,

offering a variety of wilderness adventure packages. Within

the twenty mile radius, there are 210 serviced (water,

electricity, sewage) camp sites and 360 unserviced sites for

the visitor to choose from. Camping is the preferred choice

of accommodation for most visitors to the area, with the 134

sites within Asessippi Provincial Park averaging 60%

occupancy during the months of June, July and August

(Lombard, Appendix F, 6-7).

7.5 Regional History

The rich natural resources of this area have seen it

occupied for thousands of years by people of Manitoba's

First Nations. Until the arrival of western European settlers

in the mid-1800s, groups of Cree and Anishinabe lndians

used the area for its seasonally available food resources.

These included bison, fur bearing animals and edible plants

(Manitoba, 1996, 6).

The region surrounding the forks of the Shell and

Assiniboine Rivers was also important to the early fur trade,

from the mid 17th century until the end of the 19th century,

with trappers making use of the numerous waterways

throughout the area for transportation. Later, the voyageur

would also use a land route along the Assiniboine River,

which became known as the Pelly Trail. This route lead to

the fort of the same name, near what is now Kamsack,

Saskatchewan. Other important regional fur trading posts

included Fort Dauphin, Swan River and Fort Ellice (now St.

Lazare).

One of the earliest permanent settlements along the

Shell River consisted of a group of Cree lndian lodges at the

mouth of Bear Creek. Although a number of fur trading

posts already existed along the winding river, it was in the

late 1870's that a small homesteading community sprang up

south of Bear Creek. To derive the name for their new home

- Asessippi - these settlers used the Cree words 'Essa' and

'Seepy', meaning'Stony River' (Manitoba, 1973, 77). The

village was to become a service centre for the Shell River

Colonization Company, established in 1882. This company

was granted three townships near the Shell River for the

purposes of settling the untamed parkland area (Manitoba,

1973,30).

Early development was rapid at Asessippi, with the

building of a dam and wooden bridge and the formation of a

milling company and post office in 1883. (McDowell, 1) A

saw mill, general store, blacksmith shop and boarding house
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7.7 Recent Studies

The most recent analysis of Asessippi Provincial Park

is the Destination Strategy produced by the Lombard North

Group of Winnipeg, in January of 1999. This document was

prepared with input from a community based work group

with representatives from the local tourism industry regional

economic development agencies, municipal officials, private

citizens and public groups. With consideration given to

market conditions and current park programming, the report

outlines and recommends development opportunities and

other supporting initiatives. The three main goals of this

study were as follows:

1. To preserve natural features and values in the park
which are integralto the park experience.
2. To enhance services and benefits so that visitors

may enjoy the park experience.
3. To improve the integration and promotion of the park

and region as a tourist destination.

(Lombard, 1-2)

The study found that the strengths of the park are the

draw of the Lake of the Prairies, the camping facilities and

the park's connectivity to the surrounding region (Lombard 3-

4). The interpretive trail and model airplane field are also

listed as strengths, but it must be pointed out that there is

really only one well defined trail and that the airfield is used

only by a small demographic. Addressing a number of the

park weaknesses (Lombard 4-5), the introduction of a golf

course would serve a much larger population base and

provide access to the most underused part of the park. As

discussed, the golf course will serve as an alternative

recreational activity during the summer when the algal bloom

takes place in the Lake of the Prairies. At the same time, it

would extend the season of the park earlier into the spring

and later into the fall. A trail developed along the course

would also provide a new hiking opportunity and be used in

winter as a cross-country ski trail. The golf course club

house would serve as the staging point for this winter activity

and also provide an additional place for park users to go for

a meal. The design of the golf course will meet several of

the objectives outlined in the repoft as well - maintaining the

natural and heritage features of the park, providing an

opportunity for private interests to develop facilities in the

park, and promoting sporting events, such as golf

tournaments, within the park (Lombard 5-6).

While the Lombard North Group recommends "golf

related opportunities" (12), including a driving range, mini-

golf course and a pitch and put, they also refer to a similar

park in eastern Saskatchewan that developed a full golf

course facility. ln comparing Asessippi to the Nipawin/Tobin

Lake/Codette Lake area, they observe that "The golf

course... has played a major role in attracting more

conventions and meetings in the shoulder tourist seasons -
May through Late June, Labour day through mid-October"

(Lombard, Appendix F, tt ¡. The market research done by

the study fufther supports a full-fledged golf course as a

means of generating more momentum for development in

the area (Lombard, Appendix F, 13). Clearly, building a golf

course would be beneficial to the future of Asessippi

Provincial Park.

7.8 Park Purpose and the Role of the Golf Gourse

Throughout the environment the process of change is
never-ending. Lands form, and are shaped and molded
by the elements of nature. Plants and animals live and
die, changing the landscape and being changed
themselves. Man's[sic] communities spring up, prosper
briefly, and are abandoned - victims of change. ln time
Man's[sic] presence is but a shadow of the past. Then,
prompted by some new desire or need, Man[sic] returns
to alter the landscape once again. This is the story of
Asessippi. Thus the logical interpretative theme is 'A
Valley of Chronology'.

(Manitoba, 1973,29)

ln many ways, the development of a prairie golf course

is well integrated with the political mandate of Manitoba

Conservation for Asessippi Provincial Park. According to the

System Plan for Manitoba Parks Asessippi Provincial Park

was established, "To preserve areas that are representative

of the Souris Till Plain Natural Region; and accommodate a

diversity of recreational opportunities" (Manitoba, 1998, 19).

It conserves the ecological features of the area - the steeply

sloping, forested valley walls of the Shell and Assiniboine

Rivers and the upland mixed grass prairie and aspen bluffs -

and provides a staging area for recreation on the Lake of the

Prairies. For these reasons, Asessippi is classified as a

'Natural Park'with the aim of contributing "...to the provincial

network of protected areas and provide outdoor recreational

and educational experiences in a natural setting" (Manitoba,

1998, 10). The minimalist, back-to-basics approach to golf
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urþinianus), Short-Eared Owl (Asio flammeus), Goshawks

(A c cþ rfer ge n ti/r$, S h a rp-S h i n n ed H awk (A c cipifer s tria tus),

Rough-Legged Hawk (Bufeo lagopus), Swainson's Hawk

(B uÍe o s wan son ), Red -Tai led H awk (B ute o 1à m a r'cen sis),

Sparrow Hawk (Falco sparuerius), American Kestrel (Falco

sparuerius), Com mon Crow ( Coruus brachyrhynch os),

Purple Martin (Progne subis), Chipping Sparrow (Spizella

p a sserin a), C I ay- Colou red S parrow ( Sp ize //a p a //ida), S on g

Sparrow (Melospiza melodia), Vesper Sparrow (Pooecetes

gramineus), Mourning Dove (Zenaidura macroura), Common

Redpoll (Acanthrs flammea), Brown-Headed Cowbird

(Alolothrus a tefl, Yel low-Shaft ed Fl icker (Coap tes a ura tus),

American Goldfinch (Spinus tnstis), Robin (Turdus

migra forius), Ye I I ow- Be I I ied Sa ps ucke r (Sphyrapic us va ri us),

Belted Kingfisher (Megace4le alycon), and Eastern Kingbird

(Tyrannus tyrannus) are the species which live in both of the

predominant habitats in Asessippi Provincial Park

(MacCharles et al, 32-34).

From a design standpoint, it is important for the prairie

golf course to maintain as much of the aspen scrub area on

the upper plateau as possible to provide cover for these

species that inhabit both the forest and the grassland. As

well, providing large, undulating patches of grassland

between the mowed fainruays of the course will offer a

degree of cover for smaller fauna.

These smaller mammals, mostly rodents, are abundant

on the prairie that will be occupied by the golf course.

Amongst these species are the Meadow Vole (Mbrotus

pennsylvanbøs) and Prairie Yole (Mlcrotus ochrogastefl,

Deer Mouse (Peromyscus manicu/atus), Ground Squirrels

( Citellus rich ards on i and Citellus fride cem ln e a Íus), P rai ri e

Short-tailed weasel (Mustela erminea), Northern Pocket

Gopher ( Th omomys talpides), Wh ite-Tai led J ackrabbit

(Lepus townsendrr), and the American Badger (Taidea taxus)

(MacCharles et al, 34-35).

Also taking advantage of the cover offered by the

longer prairie grasses and aspen scrub are the following

birds: Snow Bunting (Plectrophenax nüvalis), Meadowlark

(Sfurn e//a n eglecta), U pl and Plover (BarÍramia longica uda),

Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus), Barn Swallow (Hirundo

rustica), Turkey Vulture (CaÍhañes aur), Sharp-Tailed

Grouse (Pedioecetes phasnnellus), Hungarian Partridge

(Perdrx perdÈ¡, Magpies (Pica pica) and Prairie Horned Lark

(Eremophila alpestn$ (M acCharles et al, 32-34).

Many of these birds feed on the abundant supply of

inveftebrates found on the prairie, which in turn are

instrumental in tilling the soil and keeping it aerifìed. These

species include Ants (Myrica scabinodis and Lasius

bre vicornis), the Two-Stri ped Grasshop per (Melanop/us

b ivita tus), Red - Leg g ed G rass ho ppe r (Mela n oplus

sa n g uin ipos), P ackard's G rass hoppe r (Mela n oplus

packardr), Clear Winged/Roadside Grasshopper (Camnul/a

pellucida), Cloud ed Locust (Encoptoloph us sordídus), G reen

Grasshopper (Chortophagus sp.), Field Cricket (Gryl/us

pennsylvanic,øs), Red-Backed Cutworm (Euxoa

ochrogastefi, White Cutworm (Euxoa scendens), Striped

Cutworm (Euxoa tessel/ata), Prairie Grain Wireworm

(Cefenlcera aerþennis), Bertha Army-Worm (Mainestra

conifigurata) and the Black Swallow-tail Butterfly (Lasius

brevicornr$ (MacCharles, et al, 30-31).

Finally, a few different reptiles and amphibians that

have adapted to the dry prairie conditions can be found on

the site. Of these, the most notable are the Red-Sided

Garter Snake (Thamnophis srrta/is parieta/is), Bull Snake

(Pr1uophis melanoleucus sayr), Leopard Frog (Rana pipiens),

Boreal Chorus Frog (Pseudacris trisernta) and the Plains

Spadefoot Toad (Scaphiopus bombifrons) (MacCharles, et

a|,31-32).
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Ghapter 9: Design Process and Resolution

9.1 Site Selection and Visits

The site was first visited on unrelated business over

four days in August 1999. This led to its selection as the site

for the proposed golf course. A second visit was made in

September 2000 for three days to pedorm initial site

reconnaissance and documentation. A thorough site

analysis was then performed over four days in April, 2001

and another short visit was made in June, 2001.

9.2 lnitial Routings

Between the second and third site visits five initial

layouts were proposed working from an enlarged air photo.

These five layouts were then evaluated to determine which

features worked and which features did not work.

9.2./ Routing Plan /
Facilities and Access:

This plan features access to the facility via either the

internal park road to the north or the service road to the

south. The clubhouse is located near the existing

bunkhouse location in the northwest corner of the site, with

parking to the north east along the top of the Shell River

valley. The driving range and practice area would be to the

south of the clubhouse between three holes on the course.

The course maintenance area is to the east of the

clubhouse, between the clubhouse area and park

maintenance compound.

Layout:

The course itself is a single eighteen hole loop that

plays to the southwest corner of the site, cuts across the

Figure 9.1: Routing Plan '1

Source: Drawing by Author

southern boundary then back up through the central glacial

terrain. lt then runs back along the central hydro line and

around the west edge of the site, with the seventeenth green

perched up on the view point, and finally back to the

clubhouse.
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What Worked:

This scheme makes fair use of the varying topography

of the site, takes in the viewpoint and features one crossing

point. lt has the potential to make use of the remote control

airfield facilities as a mid-round refreshment stand. The

layout avoids any problems of playing into early morning or

late day sun on the opening and closing holes. The "out-

and-back" layout provides the opportunity for an extended

prairie experience.

What Did Not Work:

The tee for the first hole is quite far from the clubhouse

and requires crossing a roadway. lt also requires the

relocation of an internal service road. The layout does not

feature two loops of nine holes, creating a problem if people

want to play only nine holes. This routing has a number of

holes (3, 5, 12 and 13) that border out of bounds. The holes

in close proximity to the remote control airfield (9, 10, 12, 13)

could create a conflict with users of that facility. The course

does not feature the landfill area or runway as an element of

any hole. The proposed maintenance yard is not central to

the course, which could create inefficiency in that area of

management. There are two other roadway crossings to

make on the course and the flatter southeast corner of the

site is not utilized in the layout.

9.2.2 Routng Plan 2

Facilities and Access:

The main access for this layout would be via the

internal park road to the north. The clubhouse is centrally

located, to the north east of the north-south air strip, with

parking directly north of this runway. The driving range and

practice area are located to the northeast of the clubhouse,

between the clubhouse and the remote control airfield.

The course maintenance area is situated to the nofth,

between the park maintenance area and bunkhouse.

Figure 9.2: Routing Plan 2

Source: Drawing by Author
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Layout: no crossing points within the course itself. The nÍnth hole and practice area. The runway is incorporated into four
The course features two loops of nine holes. The front poses a potential conflict with the parking lot. holes (1, g, 10, 1g) and the landfill is incorporated as a

, nine plays to the southwest corner of the site, then along the hazard on the eighth hole. There are no holes that border

: west edge out to the viewpoint and back to the clubhouse in 9.2.3 Routng Plan 3 out of bounds areas. There are no conflicts with the remote

' a clockwise circuit. The back nine runs to the southern Facilities and Access: control airfield.
t

, boundary of the site, across to the southeast corner and Access for this routing would be via the service road to

. then back up to the clubhouse through the glacial terrain in the south of the site. The clubhouse is located towards the What Did Not Work:

: a counter clockwise direction. southwest corner, with the driving range and practice area There are no crossing points in the layout. The last

'' tucked into the extreme southwest corner and the parking lot hole would play into the settíng sun in the evening and the

j *nat Workedl south of the clubhouse. The maintenance area is located to first hole would play into the rising sun in the morning. One
ì The central location of the clubhouse takes advantage the southeast of the remote control airfield. hole crosses a park road.

. of the varying topography of the site and allows golfers to

I play only nine holes if desired. The routing incorporates the Layout:

I runway on four holes (1, 2,9, 10), includes the viewpoint in This layout features two loops of nine holes. The front

the design on the sixth hole and the landfill as a hazard on nine plays roughly southeast to nofthwest out to the view

. the third hole. There are no required road crossings in this point in a counter clockwise direction, returning to the

. layout. clubhouse along the west edge of the site. The back nine

. plays east across the glacial terrain and then returns along
:

What Did Not Work: the southern boundary of the site, in a clockwise circuit.

, Four holes (2,4, 10, 11) border out of bounds areas

, âhd a major park roadway must be eliminated in this design. What Worked:

The par for this layout is an irregular 74. The proximity of The two loops allow golfers to play nine holes if

. the driving range to the remote control airfield, poses a desired. The layout takes in the view point and a good mix
:

j Oo,ential for conflict. The course maintenance yard is well of topography. The course maintenance area is somewhat

, removed from the course itself. Although the first hole would central. The driving range is well placed and does not

. not play into the rising sun in the morning, the last hole has conflict with any holes. The clubhouse has a view of all

' the potential to play into the sun in the evening. There are incoming and outgoing holes, as well as the driving range
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Figure 9.3: Routing Plan 3

Source: Drawing by Author

9.2.4 Routing Plan 4

Access and Facilities:

This layout attempts to combine the remote control

airfield and golf course facilities in one central location - the

existing location of the airfield. Access is via the internal

park road to the north. The clubhouse is located directly

south of the airfield with parking to the west of the airfield

and the driving range and practice area to the east. The

course maintenance area is located just south of the park

maintenance facilities.

Layout:

The course is a single loop of eighteen holes. The first

nine holes play out to the northwest near the bunkhouse,

then down to the southwest corner of the site in a counter

clockwise direction. The second nine plays across the south

boundary up through the glacial terrain to the flat southeast

corner, then back to the west across the glacial terrain and

doubling back to the clubhouse on the eighteenth.

What Worked:

The "out-and-back" loop provides the oppoftunity for an

extended prairie experience and takes advantage of the

varying topography of the site. The fifth hole incorporates

the landfill as a hazard and the seventh runs along one of

the runways. There are no roadway crossings on the course
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and no problems with playing into the sun on the first and

last holes.

What Did Not Work:

There are no crossing points in the layout and five

holes (5,7, 10, 13, 14) border out of bounds areas. The

"out-and-back" layout prevents golfers from playing only nine

holes. There is the potential for conflict between events on

the golf course and events on the remote control airfield.

The course maintenance area does not have a central

location. The layout does not take advantage of the

viewpoint.

9.2.5 Routng Plan 5

Access and Facilities:

Access to this routing is from either the internal road to

the nofth or the service road to the south. The clubhouse is

located just south of the park maintenance access road,

between the bunkhouse and park maintenance area. The

parking lot and driving range would be to the north of the

road where the bunkhouse is located, while the practice area

would be to the west of the clubhouse. The course

maintenance area is situated between the parking and park

maintenance facilities.

Layout:

The course is in a single loop of eighteen holes. lt

plays counter clockwise, with the first nine holes running

south to the southwest corner of the site, then east across

the southern boundary and up into the glacial terrain. The

second nine, plays out into the flat southeastern corner, up

west through the central glacial terrain for four holes and

then to the clubhouse.

What Worked:

The "Out-and-back" layout provides the opportunity for

an extended prairie experience. The second hole uses the

Iandfill as a hazard and the runway is incorporated into the

third, fourth and fifth holes. The layout avoids conflict with
Figure 9.4: Routing Plan 4

Source: Drawing by Author
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the remote control airfield and there are no roadway

crossings.

What Did Not Work:

Three holes (6, 10, 12) border out of bounds areas.

The single loop prevents players from playing only nine

holes. There are no crossing points on the course and it

does not take in the viewpoint. The maintenance area is not

central to the layout.

Figure 9.5: Routing Plan 5

Source: Drawing by Author
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natural depression. The eleventh hole plays from the adjacent to the remote control airfield and contiguous with was shifted back to take better advantage of the viewpoint

highest hill on the course. The twelfth features a transition the existing backcountry prairie area on the upper plateau. and a water hazard was added by expanding an existing

from undulating to flat terrain. The sixteenth takes drainage ditch short of the green.

advantage of an existing clearing and features the most 9.4 Final Layout Plan The sixth green was moved back and to the right to

dramatic topography on the site. The seventeenth hole Following the creation of this plan, the site was take advantage of a natural amphitheatre for the green site.

provides a visual and aural connection with the remote revisited to walk each proposed hole and make any The seventh green was shifted so that the approach

control airfield, at the same time avoiding any conflict, and necessary adjustments. The locations for hazards were shot would be played on line with a hydro pole in behind the

the eighteenth plays to the southwest, away from the late also determined and the center line of each hole was paced putting surface.

day sun. off in order to get a basic idea of the changes in elevation on The eighth tee was moved back to shorten the walk

each hole. This resulted in the final layout plan. between the seventh and eighth holes and the green was

Rationale: moved away from an existing road and up onto an existing

The southern service road was chosen as the access Adjustments: rise.

road because of the prohibitively steep incline of the internal The first hole was lengthened by elongating the tee and The eleventh tee was split into two parts at different

park road to the north. Two loops of nine holes were chosen moving it back onto an existing rise, and also by shifting the levels of an existing hillock and the green was shifed onto a

over a single eighteen hole loop to allow golfers the choice green back and to the right between two clumps of trees. natural two-tiered green site.

of playing nine or eighteen holes. The southwest corner was The tee from the second hole was moved from east of The twelfth green was moved closer to the tee to bring

chosen for the clubhouse and practice facilities in order to the frst green to the west in order to add some length to the some wolf willow shrubs into play and to preserve patches of

both incorporate the viewpoint and take advantage of the hole and to change the influence of the landfill. Rather than wolf willow and poplar behind the green.

varying topography of the site. A crossover point was added having to carry the hazard it now forms a lateral hazard on The thirteenth hole was shifted to accommodate

to the front nine and the direction of the nines was altered the right side. another patch of wolf willow that players walk through to get

(from routing plan three) to avoid conflict with the rising and The third hole was moved to the south to shorten the to the fourteenth tee.

setting suns. The landfill and runway could also be walk between the second green and the tee. The fourteenth green was moved back into a gentle

incorporated into several holes. lt was also possible to The fourth tee was moved back to add some length to depression and also shifted right behind a clump of aspen in

choose a relatively central course maintenance area. The the hole and a shorter forward tee was also created. the fairway to obscure the player's view from the tee.

layout also avoids conflict with the remote control airfield The line of the fifth tee was shifted to create a double The fifteenth tee and green were shifted and reshaped

facility. The routing also provides two sufficiently large dogleg through existing clearings and a gravelly open area to accommodate existing landform.

enough areas for the conversion to backcountry usage was incorporated as a hazard on the left side. The green The sixteenth tee was moved to add some length to the
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hole and the green was shifted into a natural amphitheatre

green site.

The seventeenth tee was moved onto an existing

hillock and the green pushed back for several reasons.

These include: to add length to the hole; to incorporate

some trees into the strategy of the hole; to provide some

separation between the seventeenth green and the

eighteenth tee for safety reasons; and to allow the

lengthening of the eighteenth hole.

As stated above, the eighteenth tee was moved back to

add some length to the hole and the centre line was moved

so that the aiming point became the centre of the clubhouse

building. The fairway was also widened to incorporate a

large depression along the left hand side.

The driving range was shifted to better fit the landform

in that area and the practice green was moved in order to

accommodate the required number of parking spaces.

The course maintenance area was moved to an

adequately sized clearing in behind the ninth tee.

Additions and Details:

Four rest and refreshment shelters are placed

throughout the course. The first is located east of the third

tee at the crossing of the second and third and seventh and

eighth holes. The second is between the fourth and sixth

greens and the fifth and seventh tees. The third is located

between the eleventh and fifteenth greens and the twelfth

and sixteenth tees. The fourth is located between the twelfth

green and the thirteenth tee.

Signs describing each hole are located at the tees

along with limestone benches, ball and club washers and

garbage cans. The signs are to include quotes about both

the prairie landscape and the game of golf (See Appendix

B).

Limestone yardage markers are located at one

hundred and fifty yards from the centre of each green on

both sides fairways. These markers are also to be inscribed

with quotes referring to the prairies and the game of golf

(See Appendix B). On par threes, a marker set into the

ground on the tee will indicate the exact distance to the

centre of the green.

A ten foot wide wooden boardwalk through a patch of

wolf willow is used to connect the thirteenth green with the

foudeenth tee.

A number of different sculptural elements are also

incorporated into the design. These include a "Stone

Garden" in the old landfill, inscribed stones delineating the

former runways and a standing stone in the southeastern

section of the prairie.

9.5 Design Drawings

Figures 9.7 to 9.10 describe the layout plan and details

outlined above.
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Figure 9.9.7: Black and \Mite Final Layout Plan
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Figure 9.9.1: Hole 1 Detail

gentle diagonal ridge rises up about three hundred yards from the tee. The further left a player is able to play, the less the ridge will obscure his or her approach to the green.
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Figure 9.9.3: Hole 3 Detail

can make it difficult to judge the wind. The green has a slight ridge running down the míoote of it, falling off on all sides - the drop is most steep to the back right.

name of the hole is taken from the numerous natíve prairie flowers that populate the meadow that the hole is cut through.
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Figure 9.9.4: Hole 4 Detail

or "snake" around them on the way to the green.
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Figure 9.9.5: Hole 5 Detail

conservative route.

from these words.
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Figure 9.9.6: Hole 6 Detail

lobe of the green, which is set in a natural amphitheatre.

takes its name from the deer which can be seen feeding along the edge of the forested valley walls in this part of the course.
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Figure 9.9.7: Hole 7 Detail

prairie just past turn. The ground slopes down at the hinge point and then gently rises back up to the green, again playing directly at a hydro pole in behind.

also because the hole demands two extremely accurate shots - "ol'ì a wire," as they say.
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Figure 9.9.8: Hole I Detail

of it. The right side of the green is wide open.

will often call for a wood off of the tee, which most players are inclined to fade to the right. The crowned green has two tiers and is a very difficult two-putt.
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Figure 9.9.9: Hole 9 Detail

willow.

green can complicate shots played from the extreme left side' 
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Figure 9.9.10: Hole 10 Detail

green will not be a problem in this low spot.
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Figure 9.9.'1 1: Hole 11 Detail

above the fairway and its outline is essentially a figure-eight.

hole is taken from glacial Lake Agassiz which covered much of southern Manitoba during the province's geologically formative years.
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Figure 9.9.12: Hole 12 Detail

some grassy mounds, and on the left by a patch of wolf willow.

acts as an orientation device on the flat prairie' 
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Figure 9.9.13: Hole 13 Detail

the southeast corner, the green is surrounded by four grassy depressions to the front and back left and a large patch of wolf willow to the right.

foot wide boardwalk through the wolf willow. This provides the opportunity to study the leaves and branches of the vegetation and to take in its strong aroma in the spr¡ng.

The Prairie Golf Course at Asessipp¡ - 131



t,t_,or.*G*. e :Í.i,,,.,;:,:".7 9r"_.,.,.

9-'.--'..

l. i¡n ì(
::t

í\,---.--ï
Tri :J i

;i i ',I. 
I'-'t
\

if

+'

/;:-
.'9.í-.

,óq.*,

" 0* "lr* l* utdl, tüt'rlgb w *
noúøql, t'Aal w þrr¿ t¿ naerl'f l,t"fe¿Ilø
¿t ¿r t€;* tl,hle,hr+ dle) @*
tufAã¿,,. * larlrolr¿l ø ,wld, 

"{,I^"-h*/ttl, ".Iþ. "

.lf",t¿ 8*,,¿*,
ß"^"1'' dh¿ -lf"t]¿mmu 2 3

-

" Í¿ ø qtìf- *fÆb, fA^¿, lr.¿ tt- 
"rtt"¿ 

*o -Jr¡"Á, ."¿,h,*rv t'rrl^r,Å, g # ,,t

l,lrÅ¿A¿ 
't-** t'.",* lt* -",ttl "rtrt^t:t* g^*-¿ f^* ll* Í"' fÅ^*, ü* g:' "* *t"/¿

*n* Aoo* ú""t* ùr-*rrirÅ, ol J¿..."

9a*d.,- 9. g.,,fh, gl,Å, %*1¿ .P 9"lP (.lSgS), þ"*" Ð'"A, 5
¿"kô¿ "! äk ,/t ry, .l^*
lse + d4'ry + sq 9er þè s4 tr)

J{"1* ff / 4: -e"¡*'* ß¿$f
ßryt d* g*'*,/rl* Á*¿V
?o¡r't 4 Y,*røfh: 3 3 5/3 f 5/2I5,/ ',,¿tu Yt^"l"' Í^"J"*: I 6
",.,"oh 

" r^¿ þ^frk^... ,Å gailr"rr*rrq, 61, t^onà,, ,*¿ Ít- g* f Á^^¿rt *¿rt *{ g*rrr'* Eo^Í,, ol¡t

fô^e fe .P tj"; ./{*,llr, Lut "ÍJü',r t;.ç*-pú""Å t*"". f,fuf co'l¿ 5u,,,1,iþ+ .* "1t",- Uùa¿

c^ot/,l¿ lÅ/.'ø Wrr,^l ll* *r"¿ "r"¿ ¿l*, "rt ¿terr" lrk¡'4. %lroi *o¿, * þ/n¿ o{'{r,aþ 
-uro,,,ih 

t^l,t*g,;
tÁ-l *o* - J*Jenn*¡,noÅ h",¿ "{ t,"*, "ll "ì,llr¿." Jl" g rr."f 1lt- Ð¿'u¿y*'r¿,, 2I2g

,** þ* ¿r* - "Y*r¿, *¿ Íl^irtu ø fÁ- tru "! $lr¿l'¿-" 9"rV 9mk^, *¡".

uæ $ W44ÌJv !r--, W

Figure 9.9.14: Hole 14 Detail

kidney-shaped tee to a small egg-shaped green in a gentle depression.

stone visible on the twelfth hole is also visible to the left of the fourteenth tee.
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Figure 9.9.15: Hole 15 Detail

existing grassy depressions behind the green.
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Figure 9.9.16: Hole 16 Detail

to the green from one hundred fìfty yards out.

fairway are are rem¡niscent of these depressions' 
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Figure 9.9.17: Hole 17 Detail

aspen on the left, and is guarded on this side by two more bunkers. The airfield is visible just to the northeast.

comes from the panoramic view that is offered by the elevated tees.
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Figure 9.9.18: Hole 18 Detail

reaching the clubhouse.

make this hole whose name is taken from the clubhouse, a challenging final test in a round on The Prairie Golf Course at Asessippi.
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Figure 9.10: Clubhouse Study, Practice, and Parking Areas
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9.6 Glubhouse Study, Practice Area and Parking hundred yards long with target greens at fifty yard intervals.

The circular footprint of the clubhouse was chosen in The tee is twenty five yards deep and sixty yards wide,

, order to provide unlimited views of the surrounding horizon. providing at least twenty hitting stations in a variety of

. The detailing of the building plays upon local iconography, locations. The practice putting green is ten thousand square
:r referencing the many grain and feed storage silos that feet and the practice chipping green is fìve thousand square

, proliferate the area. This includes corrugated metal siding feet. There is one sand and one grass bunker surrounding

: and a conical roof. the practice green.

The first floor plan includes the pro shop; a carts, The parking area is surfaced with poured concrete and

storage and service area; a snack shop; women's and men's provides space and unloading areas for up to six large tour

, toilets, change and locker rooms. These facilities are buses. A bag drop is located to the southwest of the pro

, defined by corridors that cut right through the main floor of shop, across from four universally accessible parking stalls.
a

: the building. Players are able to walk directly through the The main area of the parking lot includes one hundred

: clubhouse along paving stone pathways which lead directly parking spaces in two large blocks, arranged such that the

, to the outgoing and incoming tees and greens. This makes golfer may drive past all of the occupied spaces until an

. it easy to find ones way to the next tee and allows the player unoccupied space is found. The area is surrounded by

..

. to stop for a bathroom break or something to eat or drink in plantings of trembling aspen and patches of wolf willow in
t

: Oetween nines. The paving stone pathways continue on to clumps that mimic the growth patterns found throughout the
'.

', each of the surrounding features. golf course site, providing protection from both wind and

; fhe second floor includes a central kitchen, services sun. Paving stone pathways weave in and out of these

, ând circulation core, surrounded by a bar to the north patches of vegetation, providing a sense of discovery as the
l

, quafter; a dining room to the east; a lounge to the south and golfer makes his or her way to the clubhouse.

an outdoor patio to the west. All of these facilities feature
::, ãbundant glazing and provide three hundred and sixty
I

I d"gree views of all the surrounding elements of the course -
the first and tenth tees, the ninth and eighteenth greens, the

i Orrctice green and the driving range.

The practice area features a driving range over three
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Ghapter l0: Gonclusions, Further Research and

Reflections

l0.l Gonclusions

This practicum has conveyed the humble origins of the

game of golf that defìne the essence of the sport as a game

of landscape interaction. While this essence has not

changed in the six hundred year history of golf, changes in

technology have dictated changes in course design and the

manifestation of this essence. lt is clear from the research

that the time is right to re-evaluate our approach to the game

and the fields upon which it is played.

This project has also illustrated the essential elements

of the prairie landscape and how they are interpreted in

works of modern fiction. lt has shown that the prairies are a

youthful landscape in terms of recorded history, but that this

history is continually unfolding from day to day. lt has been

shown that this idea is similar to the game of golf, where our

exploits on the course are continually adding to the history

and lore of the sport. This practicum has illustrated the

many connections between the prairies and the game of golf

that make it a good fit for the western Canadian landscape,

and that a golf course can be a vehicle for incorporating

literature into design and a method of expressing the history

culture and environmental conditions of a site.

This practicum has shown that it is possible to use

native prairie grasses for turf on a golf course and exposed

the challenge of convincing the public that less than perfectly

green golf courses are still playable. lt has illustrated the

fact that a golf course can actually be beneficial to the

environment. ln this regard, the project has also shown

exactly why it is that people play golf and what the game

gives them. This spirit of the game provides hope that

manicured aesthetics are not the only consideration in

choosing where to play golf - experience is clearly just as

important, if not more.

It is also clear that to provide enjoyable experiences, it

is important to find a site suitable for the development of a

course rather than finding an available site and adapting it to

the game. The project proves that it is possible to design an

interesting and challenging course on the prairies without

doing a large amount of earth moving or artificial

construction.

Finally, it has been shown that issues of strategy,

fairness and playability; the environment and maintenance;

land use and economics; sense of place in design and the

spirit of the game all must be addressed in the design of a

golf course. All of these things must also be considered in

reference to a specific place and moment in time to embed

the design of a golf course within the surrounding context.

The design for The Prairie Golf Course at Asessippi shows

how a golf course can be used as a means of highlighting

the defining characteristics of the prairie landscape. By the

same token, the characteristics of the prairie are used to

enhance the experience of the golf course. This synergistic

relationship yields a complete landscape experience that is

responsive to both time and place.

10.2 Areas for Further Research

Although this project has identified several native grass

species that may be suitable for use as a turf on the prairie

golf course, more research may be required to determine

which species are particularly suitable to this area of

Manitoba. The exact colour, resistance and resilience to

wear of the species used is an important aspect of the

implementation of this golf course. By the same token, more

research can be done into public acceptance of golf courses

that are less than perfectly green in colour and smooth in

texture.

Further, more research into the surrounding tourism

market would help to establish the viability of such a course

in western Manitoba. ln this vein, a marketing strategy might

be developed to promote the course as an environmentally

sensitive, "traditional" golfing experience. lt would also

helpful to perform a cost-benefit analysis on the design of

the prairie golf course at Asessippi as compared to a typical

golf course of the year 2002.

ln terms of design, some exploration into lengthening

some of the holes could be done in order to make the

course more appealing as a venue for major professional or

amateur tournaments. There could also be a further
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exploration of the earth art - this could be either changes to

existing pieces or additional works. As well, a complete

survey of the proposed site should be performed in order to

gain a better understanding of the exiting topography. This

would give a clearer picture of where water will run and also

where the majority of golf balls will roll. These impoftant

aspects would be beneficial to the development of a

sensitive maintenance program for the prairie golf course.

10.3 Reflections

ln any work of this scope, you cannot help but go

through some personal learning and growth in addition to the

academic learning that takes place. One of the most

important issues that had to be tackled in this project was

that it had to be approached from the perspective of a

landscape architecture student who also happened to be a

golfer, rather than a golfer who also happened to be a

landscape architecture student. Using the framework of a

golf course, the most important thing was to interpret and

explore the individuality of a site and enhance the

experience of that site. I feel that this was accomplished.

I also learned how vast and complex an undertaking

the design of a golf course is. From economic and market

issues to environmental concerns to specific site

characteristics, strategy and aesthetics, there are an

unending number of factors that must be considered before

even thinking of taking pen to paper. I feel that I have made

a great opening move in this design but that I have still only

scratched the surface of the project. However, I do feel that

any questions that do arise can eventually be answered is

one looks hard enough.

From a personal interest standpoint, I loved learning

about the history of the game and reading the literature

about the prairies. Although it may have dragged the

research on a bit, I feel that I came to love both golf and the

prairies more as a result, and that can never be a bad thing.

I also learned to draw golf courses, both by hand and

on the computer, in plan and perspective. I also completed

a drafting project in AutoCAD to a more than satisfactory

level, which I wanted to do before I finished my degree. As

well, I learned a new way of rendering with oil pastels

(thanks Marcy) although my fingers have not yet forgiven

me.

I also learned a great way to present a project that is

primarily about experience is to tell a story about

experiencing that project. I have included the text from the

final presentation at the end of this document (See Appendix

D).

Finally, if anyone is wondering, there is a very, very

very small chance that this project may some day be built.

The work will likely be presented to interested parties in the

Asessippi area and to people from Venture Manitoba, who

manage both Hecla lsland and Falcon Lake golf courses in

other Manitoba Provincial Parks. With any luck, I will

someday have the fortune to actually play this thing.

Thank you. I hope you enjoyed it.

Figure 10.1: Golf Ball

Source: Photo by Author
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Appendices

Appendix A: Notes from Turfgrass Evaluation of Native
Grasses by Anthony Mintenko, February 2000

"Many of the introduced grass species that are traditionally
planted for turf in the northern Great Plains of the USA and
Canada require inputs of fertilizer and water to maintain
healthy, vigorous stands... ln comparison, native grasses of
this region have evolved under low moisture and fertility
conditions and temperature extremes. The majority of native
grasses show excellent long-term survival. Warm season
native grasses in this region maintain leaf colour through
extended periods of high temperatures and low moisture. lt
is for this reason that native grasses are being investigated
for low-mai ntenance sustainable turfgrass."

Page 3

"Studies have also determined that warm-season grasses
can be more competitive than introduced cool-season
grasses as a result of higher growth rates even with low soil
nitrogen levels and low moisture levels."

Page 5

"lt is unfortunate that insufficient seed supplies limited past
native grass turfgrass research, as many of these grasses
are suitable for turfgrass use." 

page 6

"lt will be several years before a range of species/cultivars
developed specially for managed turf is available. With the
exception of buffalograss, the greatest limitation for
expanded use of most native species is limited seed
supplies and seed priced that are often three to five times
the cost of traditíonal turf species." 

page 9

"The end result in a turfgrass evaluation trial is deciding
which entry has the highest aesthetic appeal and functional
use... The common criticism of any visual rating scales are
that they are too subjective, since they are based on human
judgement. Although bias is possible, a trained observer
can be very accurate with visual ratings."

Pages 16,17

Lawns still exist in a reduced form and with the use of hardy
native grasses developed for turfgrass use, a more closed
system could be achieved. These grasses would require
less fertilizer, pesticides, water and mowing but still meet the
requirements of a good lawn." 

page 33

"Native plants can restore a regional identity to urban and
rural areas... One may ask why it is important for landscape
design to be identified within its region? Ecologically, a
landscape that is connected to its regional plant

communities is able to survive, thrive and reproduce in that
region with little or no external inputs. Plants that evolved in
a region are usually best suited to that region. Landscape
designs which contribute to regional identity express the
natuial diversity of the area and also the unique species of
the region." 

page 34

Mintenko - Evaluated Fifteen Native grass species for
turfgrass use under different mowing regimes
High - "Bad River" blue grama
Minnesota ecotype blue grama
"Bismarck" and "Sharp's lmp ll" Buffalo Grass
lnland Desert saltgrass
"Barkoel" prairie junegrass
"Golfstar" ldaho Bentgrass
Warm season grasses - saltgrass, blue grama and buffalo
grass - were drought tolerant and maintained consistent
green colour 

Page 37

"Most entries will require a breeding and selection program
before being released to the public for low-maintenance
turfgrass plantings." 

,age 37

"Many native grass species are mentioned for turfgrass use,
but most publications refer to non-mown or infrequent
mowing situations as opposed to managed turfgrass."

Page 38

Three mowing heights - 3/4 inch (golf course fairway), 1 y.
inches (home lawn), 2 Tzinches (golf course rough)
Minimum of watering, inputs of fertilizet 

, age 41

Appearance of grass evaluated under stress conditions -
lt/owing, drought, heat, disease using the National Turfgrass
Evaluation Program rating system (1 to 9)

1 - brown/yellow
2 - 4 - lncreasing degrees of green colour over brown/
yellow
5 - light green
6 - light blue green
7 - blue-green
8 - dark blue green
9 - dark green
note: B-9 typical of Kentucky bluegrass/bentgrass
7 - typical of buffalograss, blue grama, Canada bluegrass

Page 48

Relevant Species
Canada Bluegrass (Poa compressa) from Alberta/ldaho

Prairie Junegrass (Koeleria macrantha) from Europe,
Alberta, Minnesota, lran
Blue Grama Grass (Bouteloua gracilis) from South Dakota,
Minnesota, Kansas
Buffalo Grass (Buchloe dactyloide) from Kansas 

page 51

Blue Grama - High ratings without turf grass development
program
Drops off in fall
Junegrass had relatively high ratings all season 

page 53

Bismarck Buffalo Grass - better - northern species
Blue Grama, June grass - remnant native stands with little
or no selection for turfgrass use

Pages 56, 57

"As a result of this experiment, the University of Manitoba
Plant Science department turfgrass program.. has initiated a
tur"fgrass breeding and selection program for blue grama."

age 57

Blue Grama - excellent drought tolerance, good winter
hardiness, colour, density, adaptation to mowing stress
Late spring green up and early fall dormancy
Recovery is a problem with southern cultivars

Average Rating 5.77

Rating drops in September

Ground cover goes from around 81
80 to 68% (Carman)

texture fine

significant winter kill
Good salinity tolerance

Average Rating 5.'16
Rating drops in September

Ground cover goes from B0 to 70

Page 57

Page 62

Page 67

toTB% (Winnipeg)

Pages 68,69

Page 70

Page 96

Page 67

Pages 68, 69

Buffalo Grass - excellent drought tolerance, colour, density,
mowing stress adaptation
Spring and fall dormancy
Winter hardiness limited - southern cultivar - good recovery
due to spreading nature 

page bg



(texture medium-fine)
significant winter kill
"This superior winter hardiness (of Bismarck buffalograss
from Nofth Dakota) should make this northern buffalo grass
and excellent grass species for low-maintenance lawns in
Manitoba."

Page 88

Golfstar ldaho bentgrass - use for greens
Excellent colour, density, response to low mowing heights -
low drought tolerance

Page 58

Average Rating 5.22
Rating drops in august/September

Page 67

Ground Cover goes from 85 to 75
Pages 68, 69

(texture med)
good salinitY tolerance 

Page 96

Barkoel Prairie Junegrass - European, but indicates
potential of North American June Grasses
Excellent colour and density with moderate drought
tolerance
North American - good spring green up 

page 5g

Average Rating 6.72
Canadian

Page 64

Rating more consistent
Page 67

Rating stays around 90/85
For prairies consistently around 60

Pages 68, 69

(texture med)
salinity tolerance

Page 96

"Under mowing stress, the native grass entries of blue
grama, buffalograss, Barkoel prairie junegrass and Golfstar
ldaho bentgrass all had high quality, desirable colour and
good density. The latter entries are the result of turfgrass
breeding and selection programs..."

Page 135

"One reason native grasses have not been investigated for
turfgrass use has been the common perception that they are
difficult to establish as a result of low percent viable seed,

low germination and emergence rates as a result of seed
dormancy and other factors... Repeated successful
establishment of these experiments destroys the myth that
native grasses are difficult to establish. This may be the
most important result from this research, by helping to
improve the negative image tuffgrass researchers and the
general public have had of establishing native grasses."

Page 136

"The most surprising discovery from this research has been
the high quality of blue grama. lt adapted to mowing stress
and infrequent mowing regimes...This research has
scientifically shown blue grama to be suitable as a low-
maintenance turfgrass. Blue grama can be improved further
through a breeding and selection program."

Pages 136,137

Good



Appendix B: Hole Sign lnformation and lnscribed Quotes

The quotes were grouped somewhat thematically to
correspond to the concept of each hole or design feature.
Each attempts to highlight a different aspect of the prairies
or golf studied in the.literature. J|"V- are a means of
encouraging people to contemplate the game and the
landscape as they make their way around the course.

Names for holes are given in English, French and
Ojibway. Several friends helped to translate the names into
French and some may not convey the exact meaning as
intended in English. The Ojibway words were taken from an
Ojibway-English dictionary and may not be entirely accurate
when literally translated.

Hole #l Pioneer/Pionnier/Bebamadisid
Pa¡ 4
Stroke lndex 13
Back 404
Middle 390
Forward 374

Sign
A business this which lays heavy tribute of risk and labour upon its
devotees, which rewards them sometimes handsomely, sometimes
sparsely, sometimes not at all, but which has in it the elemental
satisfaction of the soil.

Robert J.C. Stead, Grain (45)

Yet even while I admire the maruelous co-ordination between eye and
muscle called for by this modern target golf, I cannot but regret that it has
taken us so far from the original conception of the old cross-country
game,.. we have been so anxious, in the sacred name of fair play, to take
all the element of luck out of the game, that we have to a proportionate
extent destroyed its value as a test of each man's ability to stand up to
bad luck. Modern golf is a stiffer test of a player's skill, but it has robbed
the game of something of its charm as an adventure of the spirit.

Robert Browning, A History of Golf (169)

150 Yard Markers
1. On the prairie (we are) defined especially by two things: exposure and
an awareness of the surrounding emptiness.

Laurence Ricou, Vertical Man/Horizontal World (lX)

2. An essential of life - imagination, mystery - is missing... creatures of
the imagination only have reality if one can also conceive a place for them
to hide.

Laurence Ricou, Vertical Man/Horizontal World (1 14)

Hole #2 BurroúTerrier/Waj
Par 4
Stroke lndex
Back
Middle 320
Forward 305

Sign
I wanted to stand in long grass
watch it flow from my centered feet out
in alldirections
or walk through grass and take the centre with me

Helen Hawley, Grasshopper (200)

But, after all, the most important thing for golfers of all ages and
handicaps is not that they should play golf well, but that they should play it
cheerfully. One often wonders why some people choose to play a game
at all which apparently gives them about two hours of complete misery.
The habit of being irritable at golf grows upon a man without his knowing
it, until at length he is a burden to his partne¡ opponent, caddie, and most
of all to himself. lf he is not careful he will carry this irritability into
everyday life and become a burden to his family as well. For golf is like a
patent medicine; it either kills or cures.

Arnold Haultain, Untitled (313)

150 Yard Markers
1. Prairie flows out on all sides
wind billows 9rass.............. and that's all...

Helen Hawley, Grasshopper (1 99)

2. lt's an earthstepper's werth
to wander all over is fixed

Helen Hawley, Grasshopper (202)

Stone Garden
1. (We are) terrified by the thought of a universe without design.

Laurence Ricou, Vertical Man/Horizontal World (1 30)

2. There is no referee, and the rules are based on the assumption that
every golfer is strictly honest. What other game depends on the integrity
of the player to such an extent, that even if he is out in the rough, alone
with his maker, and loses a stroke because his ball rolls over in
addressing it, he must at once acquaint his opponent with the penalty?"

Dr. Alister MacKenzie, The Spirit of St. Andrews (253)

3. I was dreaming by the time I was big enough to know things aren't
what they might be, which out here means before your pockets are very
high ofi the ground. Christ, you have to dream out here. You've got to be
half goofy - just to stay sane.

4. Fallen bones
will not mar this step to undone roads or fields
nor will any absence of a cry
beat down into these silences
but it's not from nuclear disaster

Helen Hawley, Grasshopper (208)

5. The boy's hair, bleached as the dead prairie grass itself... his faded
blue pants hung open in two tears just below the knees. He was
barefooted.

W.O. Mitchell, Who Has Seen the Wind? (11)

6. ...the scent of spring was in that yeasty wind, the high raw odor of
mares and spring (or rather)That raw bitch of a wind was full of crocuses
and snatch.

Robert Kroetsch, The Studhorse Man (12)

7. And I carried the nub of that round grass...
through each dear asking face
wherever I went from there
B. and even my return behind dark glass
could not alter that
9. place circles
face circles
can be recalled in transit even across the disguised grass
10. even the lost postulations for the Last Best West
can be called back again

Helen Hawley, Grasshopper (217 ,219)

Shelter #l
Desolate? Forbidding? There was never a country that in its good
moments was more beautiful. Even in drought or dust storm or blizzard it
is the reverse of monotonous, once you have submitted to it with all the
senses. You don't get out of the wind, but learn to lean and squint against
it. You don't escape sky and sun, but wear them in your eyeballs and on
your back. You become acutely aware of yourself. The world is very
large, the sky even larger, and you are very small. But also the world is
flat, empty, nearly abstract, and in its flatness you are a challenging,
upright thing, as sudden as an exclamation mark, as enigmatic as a
question mark.

Wallace Stegner, Wolf Willow (7-B)

Because it gives us energy... that's the single best thing about the game.
The better we play, the more energy we get. From now on, ask yourself
after every round, if you have more energy than before you began. 'Tis
much more important than the score, much more important than the
score."

Michael Bamberger, To the Linksland (192)

t5
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Robert Kroetsch, The Words of My Roaring (53)



Hole #3 Wildflower/Fleur Sauvage/Wabigon
Par 3
Stroke lndex 17
Back 165
Middle 180
Forward 195

Sign
He ate the leaves of every flower of the prairie, but was particularly partial
to rose leaves and the purple blooms of the so-called prairie crocus.

Robert J.C. Stead, Grain (23)

There is no shape or size of body, no awkwardness nor ungainliness,
which puts good golf beyond one's reach. There are good golfers with
spectacles, with one eye, with one leg, even with one arm. None but the
absolute blind need despair... ln golf, whilst there is life there is hope.

Sir Walter Simpson, The Art of Golf (9)

No hole can be considered perfect unless it can be played with a putter.

Dr. Alister MacKenzie, The Spirit of St. Andrews (9)

Hole #.4 Snake and Hawk/Serpent et Faucon/Ginebig
Gaie Gibwanasi
Pa¡ 4
Stroke lndex
Back
Middle 362
Forward 342

Sign
...that country is notable primarily for its weather, which is violent and
prolonged; its emptiness, which is almost frighteningly total; and its wind,
which blows all the time in a way to stiffen your hair and rattle the eyes in
your head.

Wallace Stegner, Wolf Willow (3)

But every golf course is different, and every hole on every course is

different, and this diversity is as fundamental to the game as is the
consistency of the pitches on which... others are played. Meeting and
overcoming the problems of the terrain is part of the essence of golf.

Alec Morrison, The lmpossible Art of Golf (4)

150 Yard Markers
1. lt is a long way from characterless; overpowering would be a better
word.

Wallace Stegner, Wolf Willow (7)

2. For over the segmented circle of earth is domed the biggest sky
anywhere, which on days like this sheds down on range and wheat and
summerfallow a light to set a painter wild, a light pure, glareless and
transparent.

Wallace Stegner, Wolf Willow (7)

Shelter #2
Yoursweet peas
climbing the staked
chicken wire,
climbing the stretched
binder twine by
the front porch
taught me
the smell
of morning, the grace
of your tired
hands, the strength
of a noon sun, the
colour of prairie grass

taught me the smell
of my sweating armpits' 

Robert Kroetsch, seed catarogue (126-127)

There will probably happen in the course of a golf match things that may
either be taken humorously or in anger, and the former attitude of mind
will be found to answer the better.

J.C. LaW Driving to Destruction (223)

Hole #5 Asessippi
Par 5
Stroke Index 5
Back 515
Middle 500
Forward 485

Sign
...the sky. That was one thing I managed to shut out of my head. Nature
can be so damned unnatural. That red Who-er of a sky trying to suck you
up into its own cursed hollowness. I could give you a whole damned
sermon on that sky. And every day and always the sun, it comes bulging
out of the dawn, stunning those few little plants that have somehow
overnight puckered up their leaves, their petals, their stems. What a
blue-eyed bitch of a country this is.

Robert Kroetsch, The Words of My Roaring (59)

No course can be idealwhich is laid out through trees, Trees foreshorten
the perspective and the wind has not full play. To get the full exaltation
playing the game of golf, one should, when passing from green to green
as he gazes over the horizon, have a limitable sense of eternity,
suggesting contemplation and imagination.

Charles Blair MacDonald, Architecture (39)

150 Yard Markers
1. + 2. Jake always says she seems twice as far when you can't tell how
close you're getting to where you're headed for.

Hole #6 Deer Run/Sentier des Gerfs/Omonsom
Par 5
Stroke lndex 11
Back 520
Middle 504
Forward 490

Sign
The drama of this landscape is in the sky, pouring with light and always
moving. The earth is passive. And yet the beauty I am struck by, both as
present fact and as revived memory is a fusion: this sky would not be so
spectacular without this earth to change and glow and darken under it..

Wallace Stegner, Wolf Willow (7)

...the Natural environment by definition is imperfect

John Gordon, The Cufting Edge
Bench
And tonight again the sun went down through a clear, brassy sky. Surely
it must be a very great faith that such indifference on the part of its deity
cannot weaken - a very great faith, or a very foolish one.

Sinclair Ross, As for Me and My House (110)

Tell yourself that your only chance of winning lies in forgetting past errors.
H.J. Whigham, Untitled (313)

150 Yard Markers
1. + 2. Robert Kroetsch has said that the language of Canadian space is
silence.

Daniel Lenoski, a/long prairie lines (XlV)

Hole #7 Wire/Fil de Fer/Biwab¡kons
Par 4
Stroke lndex 1

Back 428
Middle 408
Forward 378

Sign
...because we know that landscape differs from day to day and season to
season, how can we pretend that a photograph of just one moment can
adequately represent it?...

Neil Evernden, Beauty and Nothingness (23)

It is a science, the study of a lifetime, in which you may exhaust yourself
but never your subject. lt is a contest, a dual or a melee calling for
courage, skill, strategy and self-control... lt means going into God's out-
of-doors, getting close to nature, fresh air, exercise, a sweeping away of
mental cobwebs, genuine recreation of the tired issues... lt includes
companionship with friends, social get-together, opportunities for
courtesy, kindliness and generosity to an opponent. lt promotes not only
physical health but moralforce."

3
377

W.O. Mitchell, Jake and the Kid (36)
J. Alan Hackett, Manitoba Links (277)



150 Yard Markers
1. Researchers usually consider the sky an external variable, not related
to the esthetic merit of the landscape.,.

Neil Evernden, Beauty and Nothngness(23)

2. ...ephemeral effects are profoundly influential in our esthetic
appreciation oflandscape 

Neir Evernden, BeautyandNofhingness(23)

Hole #8 Grossing/Traversee/Nind Ajawaan Mikana
Par 3
Stroke lndex I
Back 220
Middle 204
Forward 190

Sign
...Her eyes idled across the flat, unsurprising earth that went on and on
into the north with scarcely a perceptible undulation... here was the
prairie, spare as an empty platter - no, there was the solitary figure of a
man upon it, like a meagre offer of earth to heaven. Here were the little
wood trails and prairie trails that a few men had made on lonely
journeyings, and here the crossings where they had met to exchange a
word or two,

Martha Ostenso, Wild Geese (138)

The game leads irresistibly to prayer... Every golfer on occasion blames
Deity for golflng misfortune. No golfer escapes the urge to pray. The
impulse is involuntary, constant and irreversible.

Michael Murphy, The Kingdom of Shivas lrons (15)

Hole #9 Ru nway/Piste D'atte risage/B i missewin
Par 4
Stroke lndex 7
Back 410
Middle 400
Forward 387

Sign
And all about him was the wind now, a pervasive sighing through great
emptiness, unhampered by the buildings of the town, warm and living
against his face and in his hair.

W.O. Mitchell, Who Has Seen the Wind? (10)

...that openness... meant that the game changed so much from day to
day. Nothing happens the same way on the best courses, and British
courses in particular usually play fast; that is, the ground is firm. The
wind blows. The ball bounces. You have to play many kinds of shots.
Golf becomes a ground game as well as a game played through the air.

Lorne Rubenstein, Links (14)

Wind makes a seemingly open course ... much tighter. Those open
spaces offer freedom in one sense but that freedom is also a problem.

Fainrvays become narrow when the wind blows in open spaces.

Lorne Rubenstein, Links (10)

150 Yard Markers
1. + 2. Who has seen the wtnd?
neitheryou nor /.

BuÍ when the trees bow down their heads,
The wrnd is passng by.

Christina Rossetti (from Who Has Seen the Wind, Vll)

Runway Stones

I . On the prairies, history is rarely incorporated into the life of the
present. lnstead, it lies at an angle across it.

MarkAlbey, Beyond Foroet (B)

2. ...that was why I so loved the trails and paths we made, They were
ceremonial, an insistence not only that we had a right to be in sight on the
prairie, but that we owned and controlled a piece of it... See? We are
here.

Wallace Stegner, Wolf Willow (272)

3. The history of the West is a chronicle of voyages, a ceaseless ebb
and flow from east to west and west to east of human beings in search of
fuç buffalo, land, wealth, salvation. The quest never ends.

Heather Robertson, Grass Roots (33)

4. To give the wind more than my flat back, I felt would be sure
destruction, for that was a wind, and that was a country, that hated a
foreign and vertical thing.

Wallace Stegner, Wolf Willow (271)

Hole #10 Buffalo Jump/Saut de Bison/Mashkode-Pij¡ki
Gwashkwan
Pa¡ 4
Stroke lndex 4
Back 418
Middle 403
Forward 373

Sign
The white man literally created the culture of the plains lndians by
bringing them the horse and the gun; and just as surely, by conquest,
disease, trade rum, and the destruction of the buffalo, he doomed what
he had created.

Wallace Stegner, Wolf Willow (53)

lf we unlock the genius of the place, we shall ensure the variety, interest
and enjoyment which, lacking our resources, the earliest golf course
architects achieved hand in hand with nature herself.

150 Yard Markers
1. The least common denominator of nature, the skeleton requirements
simply, of land and sky.

W.O. Mitchell, Who Has Seen the Wind? (3)

2. ...out into the prairie's stillness and loneliness that seemed to flow
around him, to meet itself behind him, ringing him in and separating him
from the town.

W0. Mitchell, Who Has Seen the Wind? (238)

Hole #ll Agassiz
Par 4
Stroke lndex 8
Back 385
Middle 353
Forward 341

Sign
The first man to cross this river
to climb this hill to write
his name in stone
the first man to be held
in the eyes of a doe
that did not know
to run

Lorna Crozie¡ The First Woman (65)

(100 years ago) golf course architecture was still purely an attribute of the
game and of the land employed. lt had no superior existence or notion of
beauty in itself

F.W. Hawtree, The Golf Course (14)

150 Yard Markers
1. + 2. ...never in all his days on the farm and the prairie did he know the
pang of loneliness. This was his native environment; he was no more
lonely on these prairies than is the coyote or the badger.

Robert J.C. Stead, Grain (56)

Shelter #3
The wheat in spring was like a giant's bolt of silk
Unrolled over the earth.
When the wind sprang
It rippled as if a great broad snake
Moved under the green sheet
Seeking its outward way to light.
ln autumn it was an ocean of flecked gold
Sweet as a biscuit, breaking in crisp waves
That never shattered, never blurred in foam.

Anne Marriott, The Wind Our Enemy (102)

(Golf) is bursting with the splendors of form, shape, colour, scent and
sound, Smooth, rolling swaths of greenery wend between the straight,
upright lines of trees, giving off the scent of springtime and freshly cut
grass; flowers and grasses meld in wild profusion; sand and waterF.W Hawtree, The Golf Course (30)



create dichotomies of hue and texture; balls blast off with a crisp thwack
and land with a deep thud; and the very rhythm and ritual of the game
provide deep satisfaction.

Jeff Wallach, Beyond the Fairway (221)

Hole #12 Boxcar/Wagon/lsh kote-Odaban
Par 5
Stroke lndex l0
Back 475
Middle 461
Forward 450

Sign
On that monotonous surface with its occasional ship-like farm, its atolls of
shelter-belt trees, its level ring of horizon, there is little to interrupt the
eye... it is a landscape of circles, radii, perspective exercises - a country
of geometry.

Wallace Stegne¡ Wolf Willow (6)

The evolution of golf is inseparable from the landscape of it's beginnings
and the landscapes of it's wanderings.

Kenneth Helphand, Learnng from Linksland(75)

150 Yard Markers
1. + 2. You can hear for miles.

Sinclair Ross, As For Me and My House (165)

Boxcar Shelter
I will describe my grass faces
how they contour the plains make the earth round
hold fast from wrecked thresholds
complete the circle again
seas of grass
bend in the winds of our urgent leaps
trace where we long to reach to horizons out of sight

Helen Hawley, Grasshopper (21 2)

Golf is the only game in which the fields of play are as highly valued as
the greatest players. The golfers come and go while the courses last
forever - at least they have so far. They exist in a realm beyond the
game itself. The courses don't even need the game... great golf courses
are of the earth.

Mike Bryan, Dogleg Madness (65)

Hole #l 3 Wolf WillodSaule/Osissigobimij
Par 3
Stroke lndex 18
Back 170
Middle 153
Forward 135

Sign
...whatever the sky may do, however the earth is shaken or darkened, the

Euclidean perfection abides. The very scale, the hugeness of simple
forms, emphasizes stability. lt is not hills and mountains which we should
call eternal. Nature abhors an elevation almost as much as it abhors a
vacuum; a hill is no sooner elevated than the forces of erosion begin
tearing it down. These prairies are quiescent, close to static; looked at for
any length of time, they begin to impose their awful perception on the
observer's mind.

Wallace Stegner, Wolf Willow (7)

Putting greens are to golf courses what faces are to portraits.

Chades Blair MacDonald, Architecture (n.p.)

Hole #14 Aspen Bluff/Bosquet de Tremble/Asad¡g
Par 4
Stroke lndex 16
Back 335
Middle 315
Forward 295

Sign
...oak and poplar... Agathering of trees, not the great hardwoods of Down
East, or forests of the North, but thin tough-fibred trees that could survive
on open grassland, that could live against the wind and the winter here.
That was a kind of tree worth having; that was a determined kind of tree,
allright.

Margaret Laurence, The Diviners (282)

It is quite certain that, had the ground on which ordinary inland golf is
played today been the only available ground for the purpose, the game
would never have been invented at all...

Garden G. Smith, The World of Golf (1888, n.p.)

150 Yard Markers
1. Naming confers existence... as a culturalentity of value and dignity.

Daniel Lenoski, a/long prairie lines (XVll)

2. Land art thrives on the humus of solitude.

Georg Gerster, GesÍures and Bñhs(n.p.)
Standing Stone
Our obsession with things seems so natural that we fìnd it nearly
impossible to imagine thinking about experience instead... we inhabit a
world of irrational, experiential value.

Neil Evernden, BeauÍy and Nothngness(23)

Do ye ever watch the land wake up?

Hole #15 Prairie Redan/Chateau de la Prairie/Mashkode
Wakaigan
Par 3
Stroke lndex 14
Back 165
Middle 160
Forward 140

Sign
I wanted to test myself against a larger world than the prairies seemed to
offer, The desire is widespread, even ordinary... arrogance and fear,
inferiority and pride... the prairies are full of talented people not quite
believing in themselves. Easy - too easy - to dismiss their world as a
backwater.

MarkAlbey, Beyond Forget (2)

The joy of a round, after all, is not simply the golf, but the visual imagery
and the sense of a distinctive experience of a place that four hours
outdoors ought to bring.

Bradley S. Klein, Rough Meditations (55)

Hole #16 The Wallows/Mare Boueuse/Mashkode-P¡j¡k¡
Titibishimon
Par 5
Stroke lndex 6
Back 535
Middle 520
Forward 500

Sign
The land here is sensual, female, a great pregnant belly rolling away to a
horizon of breasts and buttocks and thighs, and lips, round and smooth
but full of surprising creases and crevasses, thatched here and there with
dark clusters of willow trees.

Heather Robertson, Grass Roots (19)

The prairies are rarely level, except oversmallareas... it is the ...absence
of timber and the sameness of the scenery, that deceive the eye and give
the appearance of flatness.

J. Hectorfrom Laurence Ricou, Vertical Man/HorizontalWorld (4)

The gemme is meant forwalkin'.... Not many people do (pay attention to
the walking). Tis a shame, tis a rotten shame, for if ye can enjoy the
walkin', ye can probably enjoy the other times in yer life when ye're in
between. And that's most o'the time; wouldn't ye say?

Michael Murphy, Golf in the Kingdom (190-191)

Scottish golf establishes its strong, direct connections to the land, to
history, and to the community at large, at least partly by the manner in
which Scottish golfers move across their very lovely and natural terrain:
they walk... they interact directly with the terrain, play the game as it was
meant to be played, and enjoy the opportunity to talk in a leisurely
manner... Walking also adds a meditative aspect to the game, a chance

Michael Murphy, The Kingdom of Shivas lrons (128)



for the individual to reflect between shots."

Jeff Wallach, Beyond the Fairway (17)

150 Yard Markers
1. + 2. I seem to have realized that wind is master.

Sinclair Ross, As for Me and My House (96)

Hole #l 7 Survey/RelevemenUDibaakiwin
Par 4
Stroke lndex 12
Back 368
Middle 341
Forward 331

Sign
The first inhabitants of the prairies left no elaborate monuments behind
them. Over time their traditional presence reverts from a memory to a
rumour to a dream. White men saw the western landscape as empty and
chaotic, and imposed on it a geometrical order: their surveyors preceded
their police. The result, wherever wheat broke through the clay, was a
chessboard division of the land by a mesh of roads. Angles of ninety
degrees sprouted across thousands of miles. Nothing more alien, more
flagrant to the lndian spirit could have happened to the surface of the
earth.

MarkAlbey, Beyond Forget (133)

Four hours on the course are four hours of contemplation. We stand
over a shot and remember the beauty we hit there six years ago, or,
equally likely, the terrible shot we hit last week, Whatever our state of
mind, we feel away from things, outside real life... Golf encourages a
dream state... encourages reverie. To be part of golf is to come upon
stories, to become a story, to tellstories.

Lorne Rubenstein, Links (Xlll-XlV)

Ask any golfer for the highlight of his experience with the game. The
answer will never be some shot he saw a pro make, or a favorite player's
victory... lt will always be a golfìng triumph of his own.

Mike Bryan, Dogleg Madness (23)
150 Yard Markers
1. lt is a country to breed mystical people, egocentric people, perhaps
poetic people. But not humble ones.

Wallace Stegne¡ Wolf Willow (8)

2. Puny you may feel there, and vulnerable, but not unnoticed.

Hole #l 8 Silo/Silo/Minikan Atassowigam¡g
Par 4
Stroke lndex 2
Back 432
Middle 416
Forward 400

Sign
The prairie is very nearly definable as the absence of things and perhaps
as the antithesis of commodity. As such, it fails in modern industrial
society. Yet its mercurial avoidance of thingness may also be its
strength. ,. Exposed on the prairie, we lose any sense of mastery, for what
is there to master?

Neil Evernden, Beauty and Nothingness (24)

While hitting beyond the fairway implies a lack of control... it also
represents movement beyond established perceptions and limitations.
When players step into unmanicured terrain, golf becomes an adventure
sport and a spiritualjourney. When we move beyond the obvious and
visible into the unknown, a round of golf enters the realm of adventure
travel and mysticism, both out in the world and inside ourselves. When
we no longer fear crossing over the edge into the rough or feel the
pressure to land where we're supposed to, we become truly free.
Anything can happen, and often does. When golf becomes an expedition
where the traveling and not the destination matters most, it may reveal
possibilities that never occurred to us.

Jeff Wallach, Beyond the Fairway (xiv-xv)

ln gowf, ye see the essence of what the world itself demands. lnclusion
of all our pafts, alignment o' them all with one another and with the clubs
and the ball, with all the land we play on and with our playin' partners

Michael Murphy, Golf in the Kingdom (68)
150 Yard Markers
1 . The prairie is an experience, not an object - a sensation, not a view...
The prairie thwarts the voyeur and rewards only those who submit to it's
regimen.

Neil Evernden, Beauty and Nothingness (24)

2. The prairie is a way of being and not a thing at all...

Neil Evernden, Beauty and NoÍhingness (24)

Wallace Stegne¡ Wolf Willow (8)



Appendix C: Approximate relative topographical lnformation for Final Design (figures in yards)

Hole #l
Distance From Tee(B)

0

25

50

75

100

125
150

175
200
225
250
275
300
325
350
375
400
425

Hole #2
Distance From Tee(B)

0

25

50

75

100

125
150

175
200
225
250
275
300
325
350

Hole #3
Distance From Tee(B)

0

25

50

75

100

125
150

175
200
225

Mid Left Centre
0
+1.S

+'1.0

0
+0.5
+0.5
+o.25
+0.25

0

-0.25
-0.25
0
+0.25
+0.5

0

0

+0.25
+0.5

Mid Left Centre
0

0
+0.25
+0.25
+0.25
+0.5
+0.5
+0.75
+0.75
+1.0
+1.25
+1 .5

+1.5
+1.75
+2.0

Mid Right Right
0

0

0

0
+0.5
+0.5
+0.25
+0.25
+0.25

0

-0.25
-0.25
+0.5
+0.75
+1.25
+1 .5

+0.25
+0.75

Mid Right Right
0

0

0

+0.25
+0.5
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Distance From Tee(B)

0

25

50

75

100

125
150

175
200
225
250
275
300
325
350
375
400
425
450
475
500
525
545

Left Mid Left
0
+0.25

0

-0.25
+0.25

-0.25
+0.25
+1.25
+1.0
+0.75
+1 .5

+1.0

0
-3.0
-4.0
-3.5
-4.0
-3.5

Left Mid Left
0
+0.25
+0.25
+0.25
+0.25
+0.25
+0.5
+0.75
+0.75
+0,75
+0.75
+0.5
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-0.25
-0.25
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+0.5
+0.75
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Distance From Tee(B)

0

25

50

75

100

125
150

175
200
225
250
275
300
325
350
375
400
425
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-0.75
-1.0
-0.75
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-0.75
-1.0

Centre
0

-0.25
-0.25
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+0.75
+0.5
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Hole # 16
Distance From Tee(B)
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+1.25 +3.0
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+4.25 +2.25
+3.25 +1.25
+3.0 +2.0
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+2.0 +1 .5
+1.75 +3.25
+2.25 +3.25
+1.0 +4.25
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Hole # 17
Distance From Tee(B)
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Hole # 18
Distance From Tee(B)
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-'r.0 -1.5
-2.0 -4.0
-1,5 -2.0
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-1.0 -0.75
-1.25 +0.25

-1.5 -1.25
-1.5 -'1.5
-1.5 -1.5
-1.5 -1.5
-1.25 -1.5
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-1.75 -1.75
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-0.5 0 0
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-0.75 -'1.0 -0.75
-1.0 -1.0 -'1.0

-2.0 -1.5 -1.25
-5.0 -2.0 -1,5
-5.0 -2.0 -1.0
-3.0 -1.75 -0.75
-1.0 -0.75 -0.5
-0.5 -0.5 -0.25
-0.25 -0.25 -0.25
-0.5 -0.5 -0.5
-0.75 -0.5 -0.75
-0.5 -0.5 -0.5
-0.75 -0.5 -0.25
-0.75 -0.75 -0.5
-1.25 -1.0 -1 .0

-1.25 -1.0 -1.25
-1.75 -1.5 -1.25
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0
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+0.5
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-3.0
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0.75
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-1.75 -3.0
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-1.75
-1.75
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0 -0.5
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-1.0 -1.0
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-1.0 -0.5
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-0.25
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-1.25
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0
-0.25

0

-0.25
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+0.25
+0.25
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+0.5
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+0.25
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+0.25
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-0.25
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0
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-0.25
-1.0
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-2.25
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-0.75
-1.0
-0.75
-0.5
-0.25
-0.25
+2.75
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+2.25
+3.25
+1.75
+3.25
+2.5
+2.75
+2.25
+2.75
+4.25
+1.25

-1.5
+1.0
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-0.25
-1.25
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+2.25
+1.5

+2.25
+1.75

0



Appendix D: Text from Final Presentation

The following story was read over top of a slide show
consisting of images from the research, site photos and
photos of the final design boards, including plans, sketches
and details. Most of these images are found in this
document. The duration of the presentation was
approximately half an hour.

I looked at the history of the game of golf - from the earliest origins
of this landscape sport right through to the present, as well as an

investigation of the changing technology of the game - including clubs,
balls, and changes in maintenance and construction methods that have
all affected the way the game is played, and in turn, how courses are
designed and built.

This was naturally followed by a look at course design, from the
original, largely un-designed links courses of Britain, through early
periods of design overseas and in North America, including the so-called
"Golden Age of Golf Course Design" in the early 1900s concluding with a
look at modern, constructed layouts around the world. I looked into
issues of strategy, including fairness, difüculty and challenge, as well as
aesthetics which are closely tied to maintenance and ecological impact -

this included research into the use of native prairie grasses for tuÍ on the
course. This section of research lead to questioning of what the game is
at its most basic leveland what is really essentialto a course and to
playing. There were also land use and economic issues, including the
use of golf carts, and looking at a few precedents in relation to the sense
of place in course design.

This sense of place contributes considerably to the experiential
quality of the game, which is one of the key parts of the research. Why
people play golf and what attracts them to the game. Some of these
things include camaraderie, time, connection to history interaction with
the landscape and what the game means - the elusive "spirit of golf."
These things were then considered in the design of the course.

The background research concluded with a look at the prairie
landscape in works of fiction - mostly poetry and novels - what defines it,
what the prairie experience is and how these things impact our lives. I

looked at how these qualities relate to golf and how golf relates to the
prairies. Similarities arise between the golfing and the prairie
experiences, including the appreciation of temporaland ephemeral
beauty, changing technology, creating history and the unifying elements of
hope and determination. The project became a way of providing people
with a direct connection to the prairie landscape, something more than
just driving by on the highway - actually going for a walk out in the
elements for a few hours.

Finally, I looked at these issues in relation to a specific site, which
comes with it's own set of opportunities and constraints - Asessippi
Provincial Park, in western Manitoba. The park is in search of a summer
recreation facility, and this project is, I think, a good fit, and a compliment
to the Ski Hill which opened up there two years ago. One of main issues
that had to be addressed on the site was the appropriation of some land
in the park that is zoned for back country or limited development. This
problem was resolved by giving over an equal portion of recreational
development land to the back country usage category.

But as I've said, experience is the main focus of this practicum,

and my research for this part of the project involved reading stories,

about golf and the prairies. lf there is one thing that I've learned, it's that
these stories are a way of growing a new history - history that we can all
be a part of. lt made sense to me that this presentation should also be a
story, of a sort...

But where to begin...? lf you'd like to try something different, you
might want to play that Prairie Golf Course at Asessippi, lt's a three and
a half hour drive from Winnipeg, just off the Yellowhead Route between
Russell and Roblin - about an hour west of Riding Mountain. lt's in the
provincial park on the top of the Assiniboine and Shell River Valleys, up
on the plateau above the Lake of the Prairies. The design is fair but
challenging - it isn't one of those perfectly manicured courses, but the
experience is definitely worth the trip, I've played it a few times during
different seasons and it's never the same course twice.

I remember the first time I was there. lt was late in the summer. I

drove out for the day with my mom and dad. You feel like you've been
traveling forever and nothing seems to change, aside from the big hills at
Neepawa, Minnedosa and the Birdtail River. Most people think of grain
elevators on the prairies, but for me it was all fields and silos. I tried
counting them but I lost track at about a hundred. lt was such a hot day,
too, We had the A/C cranked, and I thought for sure we were lost - you
can't tell one gravel road from the next, The area is well known for it's
beef and you drive past more and more cattle as you get closer to the
course.

You turn right - that's north - off the 482 by the last field before the
bend in the road that leads down to the park gate. When we drove in, the
first thing I thought was" That's a golf course?" because it wasn't very
green. And then you wonder, "Where are allthe trees?" lt's so open, and
the wind was just howling. You could barely stand up, let alone swing a

golf club into a gale like that. All I could think was "what's it going to do to
my slice?" But you always have to remember; at least some of the holes
are going to play downwind.

The road in is about a mile long, You can't miss the clubhouse,
It's a big round building with that corrugated steelsiding, made to look like

a big silo itself. As I say, you see so many of them on the drive in. I

mean, it rsthe prairies. The second floor is almost allwindows, so you
can just imagine the view from up there. You can watch the first and
tenth tees, the ninth and eighteenth greens, the driving range, everything.
We were planning to ride, but the kid in the pro shop said that it was only
allowed if we had medical certificates. There isn't actually a lot of walking
to do in between any of the holes, and we still managed to get around in

about four hours.

Every hole at Asessippi has been named and each one is given in

English, French and Ojibway on the signs at the tee, along with quotes
about the prairies and golf, The fìrst one stuck with me. Written by
Robert Stead, it's from a book called Grain. lt says "A business this
which lays heavy tribute of risk and labour upon its devotees, which
rewards them sometimes handsomely, sometimes sparsely, sometimes
not at all, but which has in it the elemental satisfaction of the soil." I

always wonder if it was written about surviving on the prairies or playing
golf.

The fìrst hole starts from up on a gentle rise, and the tee markers
themselves are styled after little silos, painted blue, white and red. The
hole, called Pioneer,looks so simple from the tee. Not a bunker in site.
It's just a big field all the way to the green. The fairway must be a
hundred yards wide. All I could think was, "How can you miss it?" From
the elevated plateau, it looks especially flat. Just the earth and that

amazing cloudless sky, with the horizon in between. But it's very
deceptive. The fairway kind of bends around a clump of bushes on the
right, which is a hint to play to the left. There's a gentle ridge about 300
yards out that's imperceptible from the tee, but the further right you are,
the more it will obscure your second shot. I could just see the top of the
flag for my approach after a drive down the middle. The green slopes up

from front to back and has a couple of mounds in behind it to stop an
overhit from going too far. lt's framed by trees back left and right, which
is a relief after hoofing it across that wide-open stretch of fainvay. On this
course, you tend to migrate across the open spaces from one island of
tree cover to the next. I didn't mind the exposure, though - I made a par

after a good lag putt across the width of the green.

Number two, Burrow,looks even flatter than the first - lt seems
like the hydro wires along the left side are the only things that undulate on

this hole. lt bends to the right around this big depression that used to be

a landfill, but is slowly being reclaimed by weeds and wildflowers. lt's just

full of crocus in the spring. Those are Manitoba's Provincial Flower, I'm
told. With the green only 300 yards away, I tried to play the hero and
drive it from the tee, because as l've said, the wind was just howling. But
I swung too hard and hit it way right into the old landfill, so I played a
provisional, just in case.

While I searched for the fìrst ball I happened across this big piece

of limestone nestled in the tangled grass with a quote carved into it.
What did it say...? lt was from a poem called Grasshopper by Helen
Hawley, which deals with our disconnection from the prairie landscape.
At least, that's what I gathered from reading a few other similar stones I

found in there, Standing in the knee-deep grass, it occurred to me how
little time l've actually spent outside of a car on the prairies. By this point,

I realized that my ballwas hopelessly lost.
I should have known to aim at the hydro pole that looks like it's

right in the middle of the fairway from the tee. You really only need a two
hundred yard drive on this hole. I had played safe with my second ball
and it's actually a rather easy hole. Mom and dad played it down the
middle and didn't have any trouble, The green is narrow, with bunkers to
the right and fingers of deep grass pinching in on both sides. You need to
be quite accurate. With my lost ball, I took a six.

It was amazing how dry it was that day, but the recent drought
didn't seem to be affecting the condition of the fain¡vays. They were fast
and the extra roll was good for my dad, who doesn't always hit it very far
any more. ln some places the turf was a bit shaggier than the courses
I'm used to, but you could still get the club on the ball. I talked with the
greenskeeper and he said that they use native prairie grasses for the
fainruays so they don't have to water as much - fescue, blue grama, june
grass and wheatgrass. My dad, he's a farmer, he said there was some
bluegrass, too, that had crept in from the surrounding pastures.

But as I was saying, it was extremely dry. The sun was just beating
down and we were parched, There was a shelter with drinking water in a

little clearing beside the next tee, and when I think about it, you're really
never more than 2 or 3 holes from a shelter on that course. You wouldn't
want to get caught out therewhen a thunderstorm hit. lt didn't seem like
there was any chance of that.

The third hole, Wildf/ower, is a basic par 3, with the tee up on a rise
and sheltered by some poplar. The tree cover made it difficult to judge
the direction of the wind because it was swirling around. But just going by
the movement of the leaves on the aspen, you knew it had to be quite



strong, The meadow that the hole is cut through was full of a the
brightest goldenrod and delicate, pale blue aster, with a strong smell of
what I think was yellow clover drifting about on the wind. The fairway
drops down six feet or so from the tee, which seems like a mountain after
the first couple of holes. Then the ground slopes back up to a kind of
plateau green that has a ridge running down the middle of it and drops off
quite sharply to the back right. I tried to steer my shot away from that
side and wound up pulling my ball into a bunker back left. I was lucky to
get out of there with a bogey four. Mom made a nice par from the front
right bunker and dad just missed his birdie putt.

The undulations on the next hole, called Snake and Hawk, are like
night and day compared with the first three. The tee shot is completely
blind, although the tops of the trees in the distance give you an idea of
where to aim. The red tees are up on a hillock to the right and gave my
mom a definite advantage in terms of visibility. The wind was right into
our faces at this point, so I relaxed, and managed to just hammer my
drive. Unfortunately, you don't actually get to see where your ball lands,
but it was fun to walk up and over the hills to see the results.

The hole runs along a moraine, so it really undulates, with a deep
depression running down the right hand side. A large mound rises up
about270 yards from the tee, and I had hit almost to the top of it. Luckily
my ball stopped, because there is a huge pit up there - a waste bunker I

guess you'd call it - lined with old railroad ties - there are even stairs to
get in and out. You're well above the green at this point, and the
Assiniboine Valley is just visible in the distance, The hole plays due west,
and as I sized up my shot I saw the first grey clouds of the day, three little
ones just over the horizon. From up there, the green is fronted by a
clump of aspen that you have to hit over - it's a tough shot but you don't
actually have to play it that way. My dad took the alternate route, which
plays through a narrow gap to the left of the bulk-headed hazard, and has
a clear path to the green. lt was just blind luck that I didn't find that
bunker. I hit my second shot stiff to the pin and sank a kick-in birdie putt -
my first of the day!

The fifth, Asessippi, is a reachable par 5 at 500 yards that bends
twice on the way to the green, demanding a good drive to the narrow
fairway. With that in mind I tensed up and hit a short dribbler, wellshy of
the aspen framing the landing area. I could have tried to carry the trees
and waste area in the corner of the dogleg on my second, but I decided to
play it safe down the fairway. Unfortunately, I caught the ball flush and it
disappeared over some large mounds at the first turn - I figured it was
lost in the trees beyond.

I hit another, but when we walked up, it turned out that there were
another 30 yards of fairway between the mounds and the bush - plenty of
room. As I replaced the divot from my third shot, I noticed a few more
grey clouds forming on the horizon to the west of the river. I had laid up
to the stone-lined ditch just short of the green. lt must catch a lot of weak
shots trying to get home in two. Dad found the water hazard after picking
up his head on his third shot.

I found out later that the name Asessþpi is derived from the native
words tssa and Seepy, meaning stony rive¡ in reference to the Shell.
The little ßtony rivel'on number five is the only real water hazard and
forced carry on the course, and certainly puts some risk into the hole.
The green itself must be 40 yards wide, thought it's quite shalloq
perched at the top of the river valleys, a good 300 feet up. You can catch
a glimpse of the Lake of the Prairies from the north side. I made a good

two-putt from about 60 feet and sneaked out of there with a bogey. Mom
took the honour with a great up-and-down par.

The tee for the sixth hole is on a rise above the Shellmouth dam,
with a view down to the Assiniboine Valley and the agricultural fields
beyond. lt's one of the highlights of the front nine. The group ahead of
us was hunting for a lost ball, so we took advantage of the time to admire
the vista from a stone bench beside the tee. Dad noticed another quote
that had been carved into the bench... "Tellyourself that youronly chance
of winning lies in forgetting past errors." by a writer named H.J. Whigham.
The words were appropriate after our gaffs on the last hole, while the
view was a good way to take a person's mind off of his or her mis-
adventures on the golf course.

As we were reading the quote, my mom whispered'SSSf . A doe
and her fawn had wandered out of the forested valley walls a hundred
yards or so up, in a meadow on the right. I made eye contact as the
mother lifted her head, tensed, and sprang off across the fairway, with the
youngster following close behind. They moved with such grace and
speed, disappearing into the woods before I could get my camera out.

It turns out that the hole is called Deer Run, and they can often be
seen feeding along the edge of the woods in this part of the park. lt's a
bit longer than the 5th, but still a reachable par 5. I hit a big sweeping
hook away from the trees on the right and managed to roll the ball past
some bunkers on the left hand side. Walking up the fainruay, I sensed a
distinct change in the atmosphere of the day, A black cloud had begun to
flnger its way across the sky, casting a forbidding shadow on the
darkening earth. lt seemed inevitable that it would rain that day, and I

quickened my pace in hopes of finding some shelter before a storm hit.

I had a clear view to the green on my second. lt was about 230
yards with the wind at my back, so I hit my 3 wood and caught it perfectly.
Right on the screws. lt flew right between the narrow gap in the trees and
started to fade, coming down just over a bunker in front of the green. I

thought the ball was going to wind up in the deep rough on the right, but
the glacial terrain from the fourth hole sweeps across this part of the
course as well, and the green is in a bit of a bowl. My ball kicked back
left and settled down about 20 feet past the hole. Dad played the
conservative route and made a nice four after hitting a great wedge in to
four or five feet. I just missed my eagle putt, but the birdie was still sweet
after the bogey on number five.

You climb a hill and cross a gravel service road on the way to the
seventh. Despite the growing cloud cover, it was still quite dusty from the
wind, so we took some time to fill our water bottles at a shelter between
the seventh tee and the fourth green, The long narrow tee on number
seven plays through a tight chute of trees, with the ground falling off to
the right. lt demands an extremely accurate shot - on a Wire, as the
name of the hole implies.

The wind was directly behind us by then and the clouds were
rapidly eliminating any traces of the blue sky under which we had begun
our round. With that following wind, I had a chance for a really big drive.
I aimed left to accommodate for my slice and follow the bend of the hole.
I didn't catch the ball all that well, but it still managed to carry the gaping
bunker in the corner of the dogleg, My father wasn't as lucky. Mydrive
ended up going a lot further than I'd expected - it must have kicked
forward after hitting the downhill on the other side of the bunker. I must
have driven it over 250 yards - I remember I had exactly 150 left for my
second, because the limestone yardage marker had a quote from Neil

Evernden carved into it, about the changing nature of the prairie
landscape. Quite timely, considering the swirling clouds overhead. All of
the 150 markers on the course had some sort of quote etched into them
as well,

The green was well protected, with a bunker tucked up close to the
front right side. lt was slightly uphill, so I took an extra club and hit a good
shot, aiming for a hydro pole directly behind the putting surface. When
we walked up, I realized that the bunker wasn't as tight as I'd thought,
and found that my ball was way over the green, almost to the thick grass
in behind - a lucky break. lt was an easy chip back, but I missed my short
putt and took a bogey.

As I stormed off towards the next hole I heard someone say, "You

never could putt very well!" I turned in anger and recognized an old friend
of mine from high school, He was just about to tee off on the third hole
as we made our way to the eighth. He was living in Russell and working
for Manitoba Conservation. I told him I'd try to stick around in the
clubhouse after our rounds to catch up over a drink.

Waiting on the 8th tee, I looked back to the west for the first time in
a few holes. There didn't seem to be any end to the clouds rolling in from
Saskatchewan, and the hole had a much different character from when
our threesome had passed it earlier in the day. The earth was darker, yet
more vibrant, almost greening up in anticipation of a long awaited shower.
The wind was also shifting to the south, blowing slightly into our faces on
this long par 3, dubbed Crossing.

We debated whether or not we should wait for a few minutes in the
log shelter behind the tee, but decided that with only two holes to play on
our front nine, we could risk it. The hole dips down to an old roadbed and
then back up to a small pear-shaped green on a gentle, but steady, rise.
It's wide open on the right, with clumps of bush along the left side and
behind the green. The putting surface is guarded by another one of those
deceptive bunkers - it appears to be tucked up close to the green, but is
actually cut into a rise 20 or 30 yards short. I tried to hit a low three-iron
below the wind but caught the ball thin, and it squiñed off short and to the
right. I had another easy chip but the green was crowned, and my ball
ran all the way across the putting surface and down a slope on the far
side. After sculling my next shot onto the high side of the green, my
anger, combined with the memory of my friend's comments about my
putting, resulted in a disappointing three-putt six.

I hurried off the green, ready to lay into my drive on the next hole.
I was letting my emotions get the better of me, which never helps your
game. Focusing on my score was taking away from my enjoyment of the
round, the company and the landscape. I resolved to just do by best on
each shot and forget about the scorecard.

The ninth hole, named Runway, demands a big tee shot - there's a

huge bunker about 200 yards out, right in the middle of the fainruay.
There zs room to go around on the left, so I aimed there, trusting that my
usual left{o-right fade would curve nicely around the hazard. But a gust
of wind came up just after I'd hit, pushing my ball right into the middle of
the bunker.

Walking down the fainrvay, I noticed a series of square stones cut
into the turf every 50 yards, in two distinct lines, about 20 yards apart.
Each marker had a different quote carved into it. I found out that hole
plays down what used to be a crop-duster's runway, and the bunker I was
in is actually defined by the lines where one runway had crossed another.
The widths of the tee and green are also the same as the width of the old



runway,
My shot from the sand hooked left into a large patch of silver leafed

shrubs, called wolf willow. The edges of the hole weave in and out of
large clumps of the stuff. I played the course in the spring once and the
scent was unforgettable - it reminded me of lilac, but was kind of untamed
and musky. After two shots to get out of that tangled mess, I got onto the
green and sank a long putt for a six. There was a cheer from some
people watching from the bar on the second floor of the clubhouse, but I

was nothappy, and just like that I had forgotten the resolution I made on
the tee. I had managed to mess up the last three holes, which certainly
didn't help, but the back nine would be different...

Afier picking up a sandwich and drink at the snack shop, you can
actually walk right through the first floor of the clubhouse on your way to
the tenth tee. You can stop off and freshen up right off of the hallway.
We had a big decision to make at this point. Was it going to rain or not?
There seemed to be some light coming out of the west, so once again we
decided to push our luck and play on. We had come all this way and
wanted to get a full eighteen holes ín.

The view from the huge tenth tee is amazing, lt's like there are no
trees to stop the wind, and it just seems so flat. There was a vivid
contrast between the vast fields of golden-yellow rough, the wide, amber
fairway, and the smooth, vibrant green of the bent-grass tee. The wind
had turned again and was almost behind us, pushing shots left away from
the out of bounds that ran along the entire right side of the hole. Again,
the apparently flat fairway actually had a bit of roll in it, spilling off both left
and right in big sweeping slopes.

I hit a decent drive about 230 yards out, and when I got to my ball, I

could ¿ofsee the green. lt's actually down in a big depression, formed
when huge chunks of ice had broken off of retreating glaciers and sunk
into the ground. The name of the hole, Buffalo Jump, comes from the
Aboriginal method for hunting bison, where the animals were driven along
a narrow pathway and over a dangerously steep drop. Fortunately for the
golfet the drop on this hole helps to corral errant shots like my second,
which rolled down the hill and ended up only 10 feet from the hole! The
green had a lot of undulation in it, but I managed to make the winding putt
for a birdie to start the second nine.

The tee on eleven, Agassiz, is on top of what must be the largest
hillon the course. You climb up about 30 feet to this huge plateau. lt's
part of another swath of terrain like that on the fourth hole, formed when
glaciers covered this area and much of southern Manitoba. lt offers a
commanding view of the surrounding prairie - there is literally nothing
between you and anything. Taking a look around, we started to think that
it would have been better to stop after nine holes - the light we had seen
to the west had faded and the clouds seemed to darken further. lt
wouldn't be long before we got wet. We made our way down to the white
and red tees, which were about six feet lower on the hill, but still a good
20 or 25 feet above the level of the fairway, which rolls and heaves the
entire way to the green. lt's always nice to see your ball hanging in the
open air after driving off of a hill like that.

I pushed my drive a bit to the right, resulting in a semi-blind second
shot from behind some poplar. I don't think I was any worse off than my
mom, however. She was up on the left where there is no level ground,
and had a tough stance for her approach. She pulled off a good recovery,
though, while I hit a great second up onto the top of the two-tiered green

and spun it back to the lower level where the flag was. Any longer and it
probably would have hopped off the back of the green and rolled down a
steep swale - lucky again, I guess. My birdie putt circled the cup and
dropped - two under after two holes on the back! My new attitude was
paying off.

As I replaced the flagstick, I felt a few drops of rain, and we
debated hurrying into the shelter behind the eleventh green, but my dad
said we should keep going, He had heard that there was another shelter
after the next hole that was worth waiting for. I glanced above us at the
ominous sky and reluctantly followed him up the hill to the ensuing tee.

From the start of the twelfth, you can just see the top of the
constructed hill above the Ski Asessippi development to the east, along
with some mounds thrown up by a couple of gravel quarries adjacent to
the course. I remember wondering how the original pioneers must have
felt when they first set foot on the prairies, with no such landmarks to
guide them; or how the nomadic Natives were able to find their way
around the vast landscape. lt must have been quite disorienting, and
rather frightening with a storm gathering as it was now.

The hole, named Boxcar, is a short risk-reward par five that plays
from the glacial topography out onto a flat section of prairie. After hitting
over a deep triangular swale, the transition is dramatic, and the flatness is
accentuated by the pronounced contours of the previous two holes. Way
out in the middle of the rough on the left was some sort of large stone,
looming grey-brown in the darkening sky. A big hook might have reached
it; but with more and more raindrops falling, I played it safe out to the
right and then hit a good lay-up short of the cross-bunkers just past the
turn. Dad wound up in one of these hazards trying to get home in two
and had a tough stance for his approach.

I had just ninety yards left for my third, an easy shot to a deep,
narrow green pinched by another patch of wolf willow left and some
mounding and out-of-bounds on the right. ln behind was what appeared
to be an old railroad car. Just as I started my downswing, a bolt of
lightning struck no more than a mile away. The crack reverberated in my
ears and I picked up my head in mid-shot, shanking it away to the right,
into the adjoining gravel quarry. There was nothing I could have done to
prepare for that, and the ballwas gone.

With the rain increasing to a steady drizzle,l prepared to hit
another ball. Between the thought of the lightning and the slippery grip on
my club, I could only manage a weak slice that ended up in the grassy
mounds right of the putting surface. Lucky to find it, I hacked my ball out
and it almost rolled off the other side of the relatively flat green. With
nothing to lose, I hit the putt firmly and it went in for a seven. So much for
being two under par. Another bolt of lighting split the sky and the rain was
coming down in buckets. My mom and dad grabbed their clubs and we
high-tailed it for the railroad car behind the green. lt turned out to be an
old wooden boxcar that was being used as a shelter out in this far corner
of the course. The doors were still working and could be opened or
closed, depending on the bearing of the wind.

Another group of golfers came running in from the direction of the
thirteenth green. One of them was from the nearby Waywayseecappo
First Nation. His great-great grandfather had hunted in the Shell Valley,
and as the rain continued to hammer down on the roof of the shelter, he
told us some of the history of the area. He said that the old settlement of
Asessippi had been passed over by the railway twice, in favour of Roblin
to the north and Russell to the south, which resulted in the demise of the
little village. The decommissioned boxcar was the course's way of

acknowledging the impact of the railway on the culture and history of the
region, With the storm raging outside, we were glad for the shelter of the
old freight car.

But afterfifteen minutes orso, as quickly as it had begun, the
storm passed. Light began to pour in through a break in the clouds that
were quickly being blown away by the strong wind, which had again
shifted to the south. We said goodbye and good luck to the other group
and got ready to hit our shots on the thirteenth.

A relatively short par 3, þ|/o/f l4tî//ow, is a straightforward tee shot to
a plateau green protected by four grass bunkers and a large patch of wolf
willow to the right. I hit a high fade that the wind pushed right, about pin
high, almost, but not quite, in the scrub. The surface of the green is
actually a C-shaped ridge with a swale running down the middle to the
shrubbery on the right. Surprisingly, it was quite dry, even after the
deluge of the past fifteen minutes - the gravelly/sandy soil in this part of
the province drains quite quickly. I was able to chip along the swale and
run my ball to about three feet, from where I made a par.

The path to the next tee cuts right through the large patch of wolf
willow, down a ten-foot-wide boardwalk. There's enough room for a cart
to drive on it, but the proximity of the vegetation makes it feel much
narrower. The shrubs rise up over your head in places, and you can get a
good look at their leathery grey leaves and tangled dark branches when
you're that close up. The aroma is just overwhelming during the
springtime bloom.

The fourteenth hole, Aspen B/uff, seemed like the ideal place to
pick up the strokes I had lost on number 12. Just over 300 yards long, it
was eminently drivable with the wind at our backs, and the fairway was
wide enough to allow for any error. Divided by a small stand of aspen,
there are two clear routes to the hole, with different levels of risk on both
the drive and second shot. Needless to say, the hole is much easier in
the fallwhen there are no leaves on the trees. I aimed a shade left of
centre, hoping the wind and my fade would carry the ball onto the green
for a good birdie chance. Once again, my greed betrayed me.

I hit a snap hook and the ball headed hard for the left edge of the
fainruay. lt skipped over a small bunker and then suddenly hit something
and bounced forty or fifty yards to the left. As I walked up, what had
happened became apparent. My ball had hit the stone 1SO-yard marker
and ricocheted out into the field. As I trudged out to look for it, a large
stone rose up ahead of me - the same one that I had seen from the 12th
hole - silhouetted now by the setting sun. The stone was also inscribed
with words, and I'll never forget them..."Do ye ever watch the land wake
up?" Taking in the panoramic view surrounding me, I could see the earth
springing to life after the nourishing storm of the past half hour. Light was
pouring in from the west and I noted another dramatic change in the feel
of that late summer's day.

To balance the misfortune of my drive, I was able to find my ball,
which was sitting up quite nicely on some matted grass - perhaps some
hikers had stopped there for a picnic. I hit a decent shot back to the
fairway and another onto the saucer shaped green, from where I lipped
out for my four and made a bogey. Visions of a par score on the back
side were quickly fading.

With the wind shifting to back to the southwest and the sun in our
faces, the 160 yard fifteenth hole looked like it would be a challenging
par-three. A Red-Tailed Hawk was riding the swirling air currents up



above, lazily floating along on the strong breeze. We waited for it to clear
the area and got ready to play. From the tee up on a ridge, the waving
flag was just visible behind a clump of aspen in a depression tucked
against the front left part of the green. Fingers of wolf willow creeping in
from the right of the tee meant that you had to get the ball up in a hurry.
It's another hole that is much easier to play in the fall.

Taking extra care not to lift my eyes into the sun, I hit a strong, shot
that started straight for the middle of the green. Unfortunately the wind
started to push my ball off to the right. As if to compensate for my bad
bounce on the previous hole, my ballhit a mound right of the green and
kicked left onto the putting surface. My shot had turned out perfectly, and
I had the right distance as well - a shorter ball would have rolled into the
trees and anything long would be swallowed up by the deep grass
depressions pinching the back of the green. The hole, called Prairie
Redan, takes it's name from a similar type of hole found on a course in
Nofth Ben¡uick, Scotland. I hit a good lag putt across the wide green and
then sank the come-back for a par. Still one-over!

I don't know if I can adequately describe the 16th to you. lt's
known as The Wallows, after the depressions that bison make when
rolling in the grass or mud to kill mosquitoes or cool off. To look at it, you
wouldn't believe that this hole was in the prairies, but in a landscape
made by glaciers, you're going to get terrain like this. lt's a great par 5,

bending left along a naturalclearing, and the fairway dips and rolls along
a series of mounds the entire way - there's hardly a level spot on it. The
green is set in a natural amphitheater, with a 20 to 30 foot high hill on the
right that leads up to the next hole.

We waited on the tee for a couple of hikers to pass by us. They
had wandered over along an interpretive trail that runs through the
provincial park. Finally ready to play, I hit what felt like a great drive,
although I didn't see it, because I looked up into the sun too quickly after
impact, suddenly lacking my foresight of the previous hole. The sky had
begun to take on some fantastic colours - orange, purple, and pink - as
the sun began to sink down to the horizon in the west. The contours of
the course were thrown into dramatic relief and the earth itself had begun
to green up after the rain, giving a vibrant, living, almost breathing quality
to the landscape,

Waking me from my reverie, my mom informed me that my drive
had been a rising, right-to-left draw that got a great carom off of a slope. I

paced it off at a shade under 300 yards, and that was into the wind!
Unfortunately, I couldn't get much power into the next shot because of an
awkward stance, so I laid up to about a hundred yards, I hit a great
approach in to the undulating bowl green and sank about a fifteen footer
for my third birdie in seven holes. I was back at even par for the back
nine! Again I reminded myself to forget about the score and just try to get
the best out of each shot.

From the seventeenth tee, we looked east back down the sixteenth
fairway. By that point in the day, the landscape was lit up by the late
afternoon sun; the dark clumps of aspen stood in stark contrast with the
pale gold-green grasses of the prairie, The wind had begun to subside,
though the trees still signaled its presence. I suddenly realized how tired I

was. Trudging up and down those hills, in that kind of wind, is hard work
for a prairie boy. But I was glad I had walked. That feeling of resisting
the elements and overcoming the obstacles under my own power, was
rewarding, and would have been missing if I'd taken a golf cart. But we
weren't quite finished yet...

Seventeen, known as Suruey, is another hole that tempts you to
cut off a big part of the dog-leg. To do this requires an precise shot over
a grove of trees in a depression on the right. After my previous attempts,
I decided that this would be a ridiculous thing to try so I chose to play it
safe down the left hand side, As soon as my five wood made contact, I

knew that I had made the wrong decision. I had hit it perfectly, far and
straight enough to have aimed directly for the green. But of course, I

hadn'taimed directly at the green, and my ball rolled across the fairway,
between a couple of bunkers and into the deep grass between the 17th
and 18th holes. I hit a provisional ball, in case the first was lost, and set
off in search of my wayward drive.

I plunged into the thick, knee-high fescue rough and began to hack
around in hopes of saving a couple of strokes. Taking a step back, I

walked right over a sharptail grouse that was having a rest in the deep
grass. lt flew up into my face and skittered off over the open prairie,
squawking and clucking all the way. After a few more minutes of poking
around in the thick rough, it became apparent that I wouldn't find my ball.
I had thought things out so well, and then hit too gooda shot. lt just didn't
seem fair...

I went to my extra ball and swung easily, for what else could go
wrong? lt landed on the front of the green, took a couple of hops and
rolled towards the hole... it was gorng in...! I was going to make a par
after losing a ball! But just as it got to the hole, my ball hit the flagstick
and skidded off to the left. No lucky breaks this time. I made my putt for
a five and wondered if I had it in me to make a birdie on the lengthy
fìnishing hole.

We made our way to the last tee and had a seat on the stone
bench there, waiting for the group ahead of us to move on. A couple of
miniature airplanes buzzed around each other in a scaled-down dogfight
above the remote-controlled airfield off to the east. The small clusters of
trees along the right side of the hole cast increasingly longer shadows
across the fairway. Scattered clouds, remnants of the storm passed,
floated lazily in the sky, dappled with pink and orange from the setting
sun. lt had been a great day, and we had seen the best that the prairies
had to offer, The same could be said of our golf games. We'd all had our
good holes and our bad holes, and eagerly looked forward to what would
come next.

The quote on the sign forthe 18th, called Si/o,was from Neil
Evernden again. lt read, "The prairie is very nearly definable as the
absence of things and perhaps as the antithesis of commodity. Yet its
mercurialavoidance of thingness may also be its strength... Exposed on
the prairie, we lose any sense of mastery, for what is there to master? As
with the quote from Stead on the first hole, the last line seemed to be
equally applicable to the prairie landscape and the challenge of this
sport... Who could comprehend or control the prairies? Who could
comprehend or perfect the game of golf?

The lBth tee shot is similar to the first - it looks simple and flat, and
all you have to do is aim at the peak of the clubhouse roof - the fainaray is
too wide to miss. Of course, it's more complicated than it looks, and that
is the wonder of this land and this golf course, this game. The more you
are exposed to it, the more it intrigues you. Two hundred yards out, the
fairway falls away in a deep swale on the left side, from where your view
of the green can be completely obscured, A sand trap guards the right
side, and the idealshot should be somewhere in between. Too far right,
and you will face a long bunker shot over a hummock and some scrub
poplar that nudge into the fairway, Too far left, and you are down in a

hole without a view of the green. lt is a mix of both strategic and penal
golf course design.

Needing a fade, I hit a pull into the deep swale on the left and was
faced with a totally blind shot into the green. With one swing, I erased
any bad memories that might have lingered from this round, hitting what
felt like the perfect five wood high into the ever-deepening blue sky, I ran
up to the top of the swale just in time to see my ball carry the two cross-
bunkers short of the green. Catching the down slope on the other side, it
released and kicked forward onto the putting surface. I had a birdie
chance on the final hole!

However, there was to be no dramatic finish - my putt was close,
but it was never going in. I left myself an easy tap-in for my par and a
one-over on the back, as well as one of my best scores ever for eighteen
holes, especially since it was my fìrst time playing the course. Mom
managed to break 90, shooting a solid 89 and dad edged me, again, but
only by two strokes this time.

We walked in to the clubhouse and washed up, then headed
upstairs for a drink and some supper. My friend from the seventh hole
was there - his foursome had been caught in the middle of the rainstorm
on the eighth green and was soaked to the skin. The guy from the box
car shelter was there too. He'd shot a three-under 69! The hikers were
there as well, sipping a lemonade on the patio. We ate and then lingered
for an hour or so till around eight-thirty and then got ready leave. We had
many miles to go that night.

Outside, a few clouds lingered in the sky and the wind had nearly
died. The grass stood motionless and the only sound was the distant
howl of a coyote. The last minutes of daylight were quickly fading; a
couple of kids were hitting balls on the range and a lady was teaching her
son how to putt, As we got into the car, my mom said "We did more than
golf today, didn't we?"

I nodded.
"l enjoyed that," my dad added, "lt was different than the courses

I'm used to playing. Would you ever come back again?" he asked me.
"Any time," I replied, "any time.

THE END



Appendix E: Scorecard
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Parkland Nine Prairie Nine
Name Blue Red Par Stroke

lndex

Scores
Name Blue /úhite Red Par Stroke

lndex

Scores
+l-

1 Pioneer 404 390 ét4 4 13 10 Buffalo Jumo 418 403 373 4 4

2 Burfow 330 5tu 305 4 l5 11 Aqass¡z 385 353 341 4 I
ó Wildflower 195 180 165 17 12 Boxcar 475 461 450 10
4 Snake and Hawk 377 362 342 4 ó 13 Wolf Willow 170 153 135 3 18
5 Asessippi 515 500 485 5 14 Aspen Bluff 335 315 295 4 tþ
o Deer Run 520 504 490 11 15 Pra¡rle Redan 165 160 140 14
7 W¡re 428 408 378 4 1 16 The Wallow6 535 520 500 5 o
I Crossino 220 204 190 â o 17 Survev 368 341 331 4 12
o Runway 410 400 390 4 7 18 Silo 432 416 400 4 2
Out 3399 1268 119 36 ln 3283 3122 119 36
Date: Out 3399 3268 10at 36
Player:

Marker: lotal 6682 6390 6084




