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The following day another edltor'lal appeared vuhlch

discussed the possibllity that a war mÍght result from

League actions. The fact that the League had indicated lt

would sùand by the Covenant appeared to the Bu1letl4 to be

nthe one satlsfactory thlngtt ln the whole situatl-on. Italyts

thnoat to wlthdraw dld not appear sufflefent to deter the

League from talnng thts stnong stand because it rtmight better
dle standing posltlvely for law and orden than live to be

despised by great powers and mlstrusted by small ones. At

least 1t has trled to do its duty."so On october g, after
ïtaly had boen branded the aggressor there was ne$r hope

volced by tho Bulletln. The actlon was looked upon as a

sign that the natÍons now realized thelr lnterdependence

and that the League was beginnlng to display tta courage

which it has not hiühorto shownrl.

After the Mackenzle Klng statement of October 29, the

Bqlletln described the statement as belng ln accordance

with the rtoverwhelmlng will of the peopletr. The promf-so

of support. to the L,,eagr¿e was precisely what the edltors

believed to be the desire of the people but they did not

thlnk the::e should be any commLtments mllitarlIy. That

questf-on, they argued, could be dealt with when 1t arose

though it dld not appear l1ke1y to arise unless nthe

porrers take a more decislve stand than they have thus

far indicated.rr.

trrìVV+r .--IÞi4., September 2Q, 19õ5.
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As the cnlsis contf.nued the BulleFln was dlscouraged.

by the slowness of the League in taking action" Tt recog-
nized that the faet that the natlons wene wonking ùogether
w&s prafseworthy but that it would. really do llütle good.

when Mussollni had taken alr the terrltory he desired. at
thls particular tlme. rn regand to rtalian threats of with-
drawal there was no questJ.on that it would be regrettable
but lt would be better to allow them to go than to forsake
ttre League prinef.ples on colleetive securlty whl_ch was re-
eeivlng lts flrst dlsplay of support.

lillhen the oil sanotlons proposal bogan to complicate
world affains fn the latter part of November, the Bulletln
gave appnoval to the suggestfon of an oil sanction even

though lt had caused a crlsis. rt polnted out that canada

certal-nLy dld not desire war but if sanctions u/ere applled.
1n onden to pnevont an act of aggression it wourd. be Ím-
posslble ùo criticize very heavlly the canad.ian nepresenta-
tlve for proposing the ad.dition of the commod.lty whÍch was

most l1kely to bring the desired resurt. However, a few

days laten, after the Lapointe statement, the Bulletin had

changed its tune, rt wås then of the opinion that the

whole thlng was Europets probrem and it was therefone up

to the European natlons to propose what cornmodltles shouLd

be ad.ded to the sanctions rist. There should also bo an-

rangements made whereby ttcanad.ars representative at Geneva

will in futu:re say what he Tras instructlons to sâ$r and no

moret?. ThÍs did. not nÊan that the Bullotln dlsagroed with
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the introduction of oi1 s anctlons. 0n December 4, in edito-

rial comment, ft sald that the important thing nolil/ was for

the sanetlons committee to approve the oil sanction and then

Its responslblltty would become that of the League and. .ioÍ- of

any indtwidltal natlon. And agaln on December I they sald
rr. . . tf the League of Nations neally wantsto halt the wan

1n East Afrlca they had. better sanctlon oil and everything

else Mussolinf noeds ln his business of conquest."5l

After the announcement of the Hoare-Laval Paet the

Bultretln indleated a ereat urrhanplness about lt all. ït
was d.eseribed as belng ltunpleasantly Ilke cold-blooded

treacheryrt. And a few days later th-ey complained that the

League Covenant and tlre Kellogg-Briand Pact had been süs-

pended ttfor the accomodatlon of one cotmtryll and thls soemed.

imposslble wlthout 1t losing all its meaning.

The stnongest newspaper suppont for the League came

from the ïillnnlpeg Free PIesg but this must be attrlbutod
at least in part to the fact that the edltor, J" W. Dafoe,

was such a strong bellevsi3 ln the Loague of Natlons. The

Regirna Lead.er: Pos! and the Edmonton BulLetin provided addl-

tlonal suppont to the League buü both newspåpers were far

more concerned with the d.omestlc sltuatlon and the federal

electlon than with forolgn affains. Probably the most

fnightenlng oppositlon to Llberal Party pollcy on Leaguo

matters, and especlally the repudiation of Rlddell, came

fnom such influontlal indlvlduals as J. TU. Dafoe,

51Iþ1q., December" g, lgõb.
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T. A. Cnerar, J. B. Coyne, and N. TV. Rowel1. These men all
seomed convlnced that ud. th some leadership the canadlan

people would glve their wholeheanted support to the League

but all eventually aecepted the party line on the matter.
ïn any case the storm of p:rotost when the rapolnte state-
ment appeared ln the pross was sufflcient to cause the ?rime

Mlnfster to l"ssue an explanatory statement a few days later
and on sevoral occasÍons ln the following years he seened to
thlnk tt neeessary to explaln agaln this action.
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CEAPTER TV

PRO-BRITISH NEItrSPAPER OPTNION DTIRTNG Tffi CRISIS

Demands for a firqa süand by Canada came also from a

conslderable segnent of the population who belleved^ thls to

be a method of suppontlng GreaÈ Brltaln. Thls g¡:oup m¡de

ltseLf heard from the beglnnlng of th.e crlsis and 1t was

evldent that these Canadlans would support any aetlon whlch

Bras 1n accord wlth Brttlsh pollcy. The sÍgnlflcance of
thts 1les ln the faet that theso people belleved. the Brttish
pollcy to be one of etnoag lreague support and. eonsequently

vlewed the Lapolnte statement as a desertLon of the mother

country. ft seems qulte possible that this support would

have rnade lt possible for tb.e Canadlan Government to sup-

port Rlddell and thus make the Hoa¡re-I,aval Paet less Ilkely.
Probably the strongost support for tlrls pof.nt of vlew

ceme fnom The Íorqnto _Globe, another regular Eou¡3o6 of sup-

port for the Llberal Panty, From tbe earLy stages of tho

crisls orrr The Globe appeanod convlnced that tb.e League

would fall. On July 5 the opf nlon was expressed that i.f
any klnd of wan bnoke out wLth Abysslnf.a lt wouLd mean nthe

end of the teague of Natlons as 1t now existsn. A few

days laten, trowever, a sLfghtLy moxâe optlmlstlc note was

sounded.. the optlmlsmwas basod. on reports that G¡reat
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BritaLn had Just consulted the Domfnions as to what Brltfsh
pollcy ln the League should be. Thisr ttre editors felt, had

th.e effect of demonstrating to Europe nthst in lnternaüional

mattors she (ttre Bnltlsh Emplre) moves as an trnpenlal ÏInit
and. not as an indlvldual powenn. The lnfluence of Great

Britain was going to save the Leagu.e and the world"

Hopes of maLntalnlng peace thnough League aetlon ap-

peared to Ehe Globe to be valn. In edltorlaL comnent of

July 17 the League supportors were bnanded as id.eallstic.
They refuse to roeognlze the League as
noÈhtng more than an lntennatlonaL assembly
whose membenshlp ls optlonal, governed by
the poLftical aspinatf.ons of the strong,
neudered lnpotent by the tnlvial dlfforenees
of the weak, and resting on for¡ndatlons of
victorloì.ls power with nothlng but thè nassed
th.reat of a valuable band of aLlles for Lts
force and at the same tlme dopendent on nather
than lndgpendent of , tho lnüenna1 inter"ests
of each. r

On the followf.ng day, however, the edltors necognlzed. publlc

opinf.on nas the greatest d,eterrent of wan ln the world. to-
d*ytt. There was rxo suggestlon.that the League mlght be used

to direet or channel that publlc oplnf.on nor was ühere any

indlcatlon that thls mÍght bo necessary before publlc opln-

lon could become an effectlve detenrent.

Tlhen the suggestlon was mad.o that Itallan war prepara-

tl-ons sh.ould be blocked by closlng the Suoz Canal Ihe Çlobe

consld.ered thls lnad.vlsablo" The ed.itor.s noted thåt natlonal

sontlment and patrlotlsrn were ever¡rwhere belng stirred up

and therefone lrcoirmon sense and Loglc do not account for a

lThe Toronto G1obe, July l?, Lg$5.
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great dearB. und.er these conditlons the closlng of the suez

woul-d. slnply delay the inrpl-ementation of Mussollnlts plans

and 1n tho meantlme lncnease the alread.y great tenslons of
Europe.

Early August saw The Globg d.evotlng many odltorlals
to the crltlelsms of the reague. lïhen Ethiopla appealed to
the &eague cor¡ncll and the councll- had. tfpassed th.e bucktr to
Brltaln and Francen tbe edltons consl.dered thls anothen dls-
pl-ay of cowardLce and extnemery nLdfculous in vlew of the

fact that lt was well hrown that these two countrf_es were

supportlng opposlng parties 1n thls stnuggì-e. probably the
most valid cniticl.sm of f,eague actlon cauqe as a resurt of
Èhe aeceptance of the prtncLple of Three power Talks. ft
was correctly polnted out that the talks we¡re based on the
Treaty of 1906 which Ethtopla did noù necognlze and. the

r,eague had formenly declared to be lllegaI. No particular
notlce was taken of the posltlon of Greet Brltaln in these

negotlatlons.

some hopes were expressed later by Tbe Globe ths.t all
the fallures of the teague wouLd not Lead to lts dLstnte*
gratf.on but rather e. reemergence along slightly dtffe:rent
Llños' one of the greatest pnoblems feced by Èhe League,

the editors arguede was thaù Èhe covenant was d.rawn up to
preserve the status qirg and the statue quo as 1t was when

the covenant was aceepted u¡as not wonthy of preservlng,
ft is the hatreds bred by the ternltorial
revislons¡ the lnJustiees of racial and
reÌf.gfous dlvlslons, the lnequalitles whlcb
fhe peace settlemenÈ forced on Europe and
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whlch the League 1s sryorn to protect that bas
destroyed League Unlty and the Îtoverwhelmlng
supenlorlËytt by whlch lt was to enforcç lts
Justlce upon the recal-cltrant natlons.z

On August LZ the edltors of Tho Globg consldened. tho

angwer to tbe dilemna to be ftobvlousn. The League as such

was not showlng any lntentlon of really supportlng the Cove-

nant. The only solutlon appeaned to bo to nempoworrf Gneat

Bn1táf.n, on lts behalf , to act as she sees fÍt 1n the Suez

canal on eLsewhêFêo The following day Èhe ed.f tors returned

to their spoculatl-ons concenning the results of cl-osl-ng the

Suez. They concluded that lf Gneat Bnf.taln were to take

tbts step they would not llkely get mone than ilmoral sup-

portr? fnom Geneva. How€ver., they stLl1 felt that Bnltain
would have to take a stand beeanrse of an eventuar clash

with the Itallan ainbltfons ln the Medf.terna.nean and rtthe

llfe of the Emplren depended upon Brtttsh sup¡âema,ey in
thls &rea. rt wag in recognltLon of thls fact that Bnttaln
was consultlng the Dominlons on policy. On Septembor 3,

fþg_g]gÞg returnsd to 1ts consLdenatlon of alternatives and

annfved at a simf.lan answer. The edltors eonsLdened that
she could ef.thor contl.nue to support ntlrat gloniffed and

lmpractical- ldeallsm of Geneva, whleh sho alone bae upheld

ln Europen or she could nneturn to her former lsoLatlonisn
and Ln thLs manner hold the baLance of powero.S

tIÞæ. , August 2L,
t&!g. 

o september

L955.

3, 1gõ5.
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Perlodleally¡ The Globe consldered what Canadats posÍ-

tlon wouLd be tf Brltaln 'became lnvolved ln wan wlth ftaly.
There seemed. to the edltors to be no doubt that canad.a couLd

ndecline to send. troopsrt but ühis would on1¡r be theoretieal
neutnalÍty beeause canada ftls a blood ally of c,neat Brltaln
to any onemy and equally an enemy to themn" ltrey went on

to argue thåt intervohtlon wouId, under the cLncumstances,

be the nlesser rLska as the Britlsh Emplne loomed, as the
nlast hope of freed.om and. d.emocracytt.

Thougtr critLcal of League actLon and quick to caLl

any backing dovun cowardlce, The Globg opposed the imposltlon

of stnong sanctlons when thls was flnst dlgcussed. The

flrst edltonlal on the subJect scoffed aü the people wh.o

were so naive as to belleve thêt there courd be eoonoml.c

sanctlons wLthout war. The onl-y posslblltty that sanctlons

mlght be successful depended on ntlle show of Br"ttlsh mf.ghtft"

ït appeaned. more Ilkely to the edLtors that tbe effect of
sanetlons would be to rfremake the porLticaL map of Eu:r,ope

and gend fascism and. lts alIles headlong into war - not
inmed.iately perhâÞs¡ but soon,o.4

Concenn was also expressed by The_Globe about the

posslble effect of thls stnuggle on the over-aLl European

sltuation. 0n Octoben l- a warnl-ng wes glven that if sanc-

tlons were golng to drLve fta3.y lnto unl_on wlth Gernany

thon santlons must be avold.ed at all costsn a r:nlon between

4rbfd.., September 18, 1955.



9õ

these two countrles had. two dangorous facets. nFasclst

Europe at war. wlth democratLc Europe Ís the Sovlet d.ream of

a sb.ort cut to wonLd communism. Even a gesture toward mtlt-
tary sanctions eould. d.lstu.rb the Fasclst volcu.rro."5 The

day followlng ltalyrs attack on Ethlopia another edltorlal
appeared urglng the League members not üo lmpose sanctlons

and suggestS-ng th.at the only hope 1ay with Great Brltaln
and France. They also argued ttlåt there was no pnlncf.pì.e

left excopttrthe prl-ncfple of peace for Europer because al-L

the other principlos ceased to exlsü when the League becane

meanlngless after the withdnawal of Japan and Germany.

Whåt MussollnL was battLlng was caLl-ed tronly the ghost of
what the Ldealists sought to nalserr.

Ilihen the erlsis began to worsen The Gfobg nenewed its
attacks on the League. They vf.ewed tho npresent atmosphere

1n ltsolf an lndLctment of the Leaguert. The editors feLt
that the Leaguo had accomplf.shed nothlng 1n the way of

eLlnlnatlng the ceuses of war and rfthe collectlve secunl-ty

tt offers ls an unrellabLe, unstable grouplng of nations
6

dependent on eqr:aL1-y r-mstable governmentsn. The fol1ow-

ing day there appeaned the flrsü raajor crltLclsm of the

Brltfsh stand. Concern was expressed that Mn" Baldwln

wou1d do what was polltlcalLy good fon hlm and thls was

dangerous slnce the Brltlsh peopLe we¡re foollsh enough

to have faith 1n Geneva.

5IÞlë. o Septembet 3, 19õ5.

Octoben 24, l-955.
tïoru.,
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Df.savowal of Rlddell by Lapointe was as strongly

crltLclzed by Tbe Globg as lt was by those nevrspapers sup-

pontlng tbe League. The f1.gst crl-tfclsm t¡¡as of the manner

in whlch the announcement was rsde. If the announcement wâ's

necessary then lt sbould heve come from Dr. Rlddell- since

it had not been made at the approprlate tine, wb.lch was much

earller. It was poÍnted out lncLdentaLly that in vlew of

tbe staÈenent of Prlme Mlnlster King on Qctober 29r ¡te-

affLnming Canadats support of th.e treague, the statement by

Dro Rlddell dld not seem unreasonable. The Gl.obe was not,

however, concerned about the weakenlng of the League as a

result. The real danger resulting from the statemenü was

thât lt might be looked upon as an indicatlon of a dlvLslon

in Emplre pollcy and 1t was up to the gove¡nment to ellmle

nate that danger.

I'he Decembor 4th and 6th lssues of The Globe carried

front page edltorieLe ln erltlcfsm of governnent actlon.

The theme of the eritLcism was 3 rfHow can an Adminlstration

expect to retaln eonfldenee at home or abroad lf ühe acts

of its officLal spokesmen carulot be accepted. at once as

authoritatlver. Tbe whole effeot of the statement was tO

ftmuddy the peace watersfr and no Ínåtter how lt was vLewed

Lt appeared to be bungllng of th.e wonst kind. 0n1y ne-

afflrmatlon of Emplre soll-darlty cou)-d be used to nlnlmlze

the effeets of the statement. ItFor the sake of u¡orld peace'

of fuplre eolldanlty and her own lntegríty, tt !s Canadars

duty to rectlfy thls error by showlng that sbe 1s worklng
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wholeheartedly wlth the Unlted Klngdom".T The Globe return-

ed to the attack agal-n on.Decembor 7 wlth another front page

editorlal. nTt w111 be unfortunate l-f some convlnclng r6a-

son fon repudiating Dr. RiddeLlts acÈlon ls not produced, or

1f the government does not admlt frankly that lts statement

ïr¡as lII-advlsed and lnexcusablen.E Tho edltors polnted out

that Canada had appeared w11,11ng enougb to go along wlth

sanctlons agalnst ftaly as long as the steps taken wene not

havlng any effect but as soon as the pnoposaL for somothlng

effectLve was produoed the Canadlan Government trled. to
avof.d eny responsiblLlty. The Globe dld. not at thLs time

lay the blame f on thls actl.on on Quebec. rTtrone has been

no objeetlon raLsed., ln Canada, to tb.e oil embar:go to in-
fLuence the government; let thls aLso go forth..tt

Rather surprlslngly TLre Globe cane out wlth an edlto-

rial .on Decernbe:r 9 wlrich called f or Canad.lan suppont of
the League and went so fan as to tndlcate a desiro for
Canadlan leadershlp ln pronotíng League action. nfs tbene

any reason why, in a matter of so great lmpor:tance to the

world Canada should walt fon any other nation to take the

Lead?t? From there the edttors wont on üo pof.nt out that
the oxplanatlon that nepudlatlo,n of Rtddell Eras necessary

because the proposal was being brand.ed as n0anadats pro-

posalrt was rldiculous because tt would krave been to Canadats

Iþ19., Deeembon 4,
I
&39., Deeember 7t

L955.

1935"
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cred.lt ttto take thls much leadenshtp 1n behalf of peacett.

Thls seemlngly unqualtfled suppor"t of the r,eague was explaln-
ed tl.e followlng day 1n a front page edltorial which ldentl-
fied League support with the support of Great BrLtaln. They

neeognfzed th¿t a ttcentaln sectionfl of canadian publ.ic opln-
ion was satlsfl.ed wlth the lapolnte statement but trthls ls
not canadafs true volcen. canadlans were most anxlous that
the worl-d lcnow how they really felt about the whole incLdent.
B. . ' the canadlans as a whoLe nesent the r.nference that

othls country Ís not loyar to its obllgationsr." Thene n¡as

no d.iscusslon at thls tf.me as to wheüher sanetLons dld on

did not f orm part of Canada t s obLlgatlol.rs.

Bhe Gl-obe then retunned to its crLtfclsms of r,eague

actLons f.n the earl-y stages of the crlsLs and neemphasized

tbe:i - beLlef that the noar hope was strong Britlsh aetlon
and that canadians should ald ttre mothen country in the im-
plementatlon of any pollcy, Howevor, there seems to have

been a strong feellngr on the pant of ùhe edf.to¡:s, when the
Eoare-Laval Pact had been announced, thât lt v¡ould havo

been better to have suppontod the League nore strongly ln
the eanller stages of the crislE.

flre vancouver Provlnge emphasf.zed the need. for sup-
pont of tho BnLtlsh posf.tl.on whf.ch seemed to them aLso to
þe ldentlcal wlth the League posLtion. Thts newspaper was,

however, far more concerned wtth the d.omestLc depnessfon

Ibld. , December 10, 19õ5,
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and ereetlon than it was wlth wh.at ünansplred in the fleld
of forefgn affalns.

During August rhe P¡rovinee expressed very Llttle hope

for the survival- of the League though lt was recognlzed.

that the League nepnesented. the stnongest if not the only

hope fon maÍntainlng peace. Theln reeson for pessf.mism was

that they were eonvlnced that the people would not recogntze

that 1ü rntght be neeessary for the r,eague to engage fn Ìúâro

ItPu,blLc oplnlon of clvfrlzatfon is agalnst Mussollnl but lt
ls also strong fon keeplng the peace,n Thelr hopes were

somewbat ralsed. when the Brttlsh cabtnet held a speclal
meetlng and aLso later when consultatlon with the DominLons

and the unLtod^ states took plaôe. Tb.Ls wes vf.ewed as the
only method by whlch the League could survlve the test that
MussollnL was determlned to adminLster. At the same tlme

Tþe Pnovlncg warned that eare would have to be taken not
to al1ow the struggre to d.evelop as one between Brftaln and

ÏtaLy. Tlrey felt that traditLonaL rtalp-Br1ttsh fniendshlp
could be sacnlfLced fon the League but not for Ethlopla.
Thls posltlon was reomphaslzed by Ttre pr.ovlnce in comment-

Lng on the suggesË1on thât rather than impose sanetions

against rtalyr to cr¡t off her suppl-iesg the suez canal
should be cl-osed" Thls they opposed beeause the respon-

slbfltty rlwouLd lnevltably pass from the shouldens of the

f,eague of NatÍons to those of Great Britaina.
Durlng the month of september The provlnee speculated.

as to whether or not sanctions would be app15-ed, and Lf
they were applled, what canadats nole would. be. The editors
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dld not see flt, at this tLme, to recoÍtmend any partlcuLar

pollcy oir policles for Canada unless it was a policy of
ttwait and seea. They recognf-zed that lf the League was

golng to survlvs and stop Î{ussoltni there would havo to bo

sanctions. Eowever, there could be no hope of success ln
applytng sanetions unless they had the suppont of inten-
natlonal publlc oplnion, The edltors also lndieated soms

doubt about the success of sanctions beeause the League

machlnery we.s so eumbersome and they arso warned. that nthe

powd.erkegtt mfght expl-ode with the result being a wor.ld $¡ar,

0n1y tlme could provlde the answens to all these questions.

rn speculatlng about what canada would. d.o (at thts tine Ttrq

Provlnce dl-d not tal-k about what canada should do) a siml-
La¡r answer was neactred. The ed.ltors wore qulte convlnced

that lf the declsion wer6 Left to ilIaekenzie Klng he wourd

call Parliament befone introduclng sanctions. rt was not
easy ûo determlne what Bennett wourd do but he wourd de-

finitely not get canada enbrolled Ln a foreign rsar. The

only nathen clea:r eut co¡nnent rnade on behalf of canad,a was

nade by Howard Ferguson at Geneva when Lre stated. that the

League was looked upon by canada as üthe co:rnensto¡e of
peacett. rlowever, thls was of no gneat help to the editors
of rhe Provlnce ln trylng to deto¡rmlne the probable path

of canadlan actlon. surprisingly, they dld not seem great-
1"y df-sturbed, at this tlme, by the lnd.stermlnate state of
Canadian poIlcy.
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speculation, by The Înovincer âs to whether the r,ea-

gue wouLd survive this test or not, contLnued througþout

october. ït appeared. obvlous that Brltain would. stand. by

the League but it r:ermlned to be seen whethen or not the

other nations would slde wlth her. As for canadars vo!_ee

the edltors now consLdored thât tt had tÌbeen qulte plaln
on thls questlon wblch affects the peace of the world and

the future of the Leaguero.lo Thls volce, though not roud,
had cloarly been ln suppónt of the League. The edftors
al-so angued that the qulet nature of canadars volce was

entlrely Justlfiable slnce she was fn the mld.st of an elec-
tJ-on carrpatgn and electlons should not be fought on eües*
tlons of forelgn pollcy. rsolationist oplnion, whlch pre-
sented tb.e view that B¡rLtain was stmpLy using the League to
prevent other count:rles from dolng what Bnltaln dld colo-
nia1Ly years earller, was entlrely unJustlfled. and sorvod
only to weaken the League.

The same pattenn was followod. by The provLnee ln
edLtonlal comment on the r.,apolnte statement. rt was sug-
gested by the edltons that MussoLlni was frlghtened enough,

by the threat of funther sanctlons¡ so .ühat he would. havo

been prepared. to back doqrn" consequent].y the announcement

seemed perplexlng and trre tirne choson to make it was the
most unfortunate posslble frorn the polnt of vlow of the Lea-
gue. canada had ga3.ned. a certaln amount of presttge thriough
Dr' RlddeLlts suggestion but arl thLs and. more had beon losÈ

1rl*"The 
Vancouver provlnce. October" 14¡ 1958.
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by the repudlatlon. There must surely have been some way

of Fprotecting Canadars lntenests wlthout suggostlng divl-
sLon ln the Emplre and dlvlslon ln the league and so ]-ossen-

lng the Ireaguers drfve for peac".nl1 Tho December I ed.lto:rl-

aL went on to say that the Klng Government was quite correet

ln polntlng out that befone Cenad.a would enten a wer Panlf.a-

ment would have Èo be consulted but ln tholr view the panlia-

ment of canada lrad already accepted th.e obrLgatlons of tbe

0ovenant and dfd not need to be consurted agaln. The edi-
tons also pof.ntod out that standlng by tbe f,eague ln the

long nun would mean peaee wheneas shlrking obl.igattons wourd

lead to wan.

The stand taken by Th.e_Prqvl+ce beeame confused by

Decembe¡: l-5. The Eoare-LavaL Pact appeaned in many respects

to be foollsh but it was nevortheless condoned on th.e

grounds thst lt was at leasÈ an attempt to ttstay above icelt.
The recognitlon that B¡'lttsh pollcy was not complete sup-

port of the League dld. not alter the detorminatlon of Thg

PTovlnce to support BnltLsh polf.cy. ft q¡as suggested that
ühe whole problem be neconsld.ered and that it mtght then be-

come appanent that by supportlng Brlttsh poltcy the world

would. avold. lrhold.lng Ethlopla too blgbtr and thus becomlng

embrolled 1n a worrd wâ.¡r. ltre edltors made no mentLon at
this tlme of thelr earlLen prodlctions thet Mussolf.nL would

glve ln lf sanctions were enfonced.

ttlþ¿g., 
Decembør z, 1955.
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The Saint-John Te1eg.raph, Jou:rnal whllo glvÍng its
support to Bnltlsh pol-icy peeuliarly syrnpathized wlth Italy.
The Brltlsh Empire was viewsd as the only unit ln inter-
national polltlcs ttrat had any moral standard or was worth

backing but for a variety of reasons ft seemed unwlso to
bLock ïtal-lan amblülons ln Afnlea.

An editorlal on June 2l- vlsuaLlzed the possibf.llty of
an rtallan d.efeat at the hands of Ethlopla but thls seemed

to be most und.esinable because lt frwourd be a blow to whLte

prestlge throughout Afrlcaa. On the other hand. an Ïtalian
victor:y seemed no more desinable because thts would create
Itserious eomplications with both Great Brltaln and Francete .

Tt seemed llke}y that evên if hostllt,tles between European

natf.ons could be avolded in thls casÊ corrfllctíng tntenests

would probably arlse later. A short time later an edltorial
was devoted. to crltlclzlng those who so neadily lald. the

blame fon the whole controversy on ltalyrs door^step. The

point was mad.e that lt was impossible to endure the pre-

sence of savage trlbes on a f,rontler and 1n thls case lf
Ethlopla was unabLe to keep these tribes und.er controL then

ïta1y must take some steps. ft dld not appear fafu" for
people far away from the danger of attacks by these savage

tribes to |tthink pttylngLy of the poor deluded savagolt when

they Lrave not experlenced the ff.nding of lrthe body of a

co:nrade vyho may have fallen wounded., mangled and muùllated

in an obseene and honrible rflayrto In consider"lng the Ethlo-
pian appeals to the league descrlbed ea¡rllen the Teþgraph
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Jounns! argued that rla genuLne attempt, e.t a:rbltratlon or

dlrect negotlatlona should have been måde flrst and EÈhlopla

was only rushlng natters by taklng the problem to the League

at that tlme. The edltons also felt that the League trad

been so anxLous to bo falr to the smaller natlons that she

had been unfalr to some of the stronger ones and lt would

not have boen tho least bit surpr'lslng lf fÞly hed left
the Eeague at thls time.

Durtng the month of July the editorl.als of the Tele-
gnapb_ Journal enpressed. concenn that the League was going to
dnaw Bnf.tain lnto a confLict whlch she deslred to avoid.
This appoarod. partl-cularly rf.dûculous because most of the

oËhen teague members had no Lntention of taklng thelr pled.ges

serlously. Tho suggestlon sras ruade that Brltaln should. with-
draw her suppo:rt from the League and proceed on her oÌvn way

by strengthenlng her position outsld.e of the Loague.

Thereafter she might well stlffen up fm-penlal defense, lf posslble ln close
collaboratlon wlth the TInlted. Statgg,
and lt nlght even be wlth Germahl"ro

A short tlme later the smaller states were cnitf.cized for
attemptlng to fonce the League to d.eal wltli the df.spute
rrand preserve Ethtoplan fntegrltyo. Thtsr the ed.itors colt-
sidened to be nidleulous because these natlons had nno

nesponsf.btllty and nothlng at stake in the affain and yet
they havo evidently preJudged the oaseh. Further3

They take no account of the fact that
Abysslnla has falled to app3.y centraL

12rrr" Spht:¡orrp f"f"eo* , JuIy L?, 1955.
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authorlty; that border raldlng ln British,
French and Ïtalian ter¡:ltor.y has been flagnant
and that she has falled to aþol.f-sb. slavery . . .
The whole case should at least be heard before r Rthe smaller natlons start ralslng thelr volces.'"

At the end of July the TeleËtaph-,founna1 returned to
plead.lng ltalyt s case though ühey recognized the caae was

weakenlng. ft was polnted out that Ttaly was ln great need

of outlets fo:r Ïrer large popul_atlon as well as needlng some

sources of raw mate¡rlals. The edltors went on to suggest

that if, lnstead of showl-ng sueh determinatlon to got temi-
tory by fair means or foul, Italy would pl-ead her case pro-
penly and reasonably mothers w111 see tLre neeessity and ar-
range the affalrs somehowtt. It was, in thelr vlew, bocause

Italy vras showf.ng sueh dete¡mir¡ation that the othen nations
rrwho have lnvested themseLves wlth Èhe halo of Geneva ldeal-
lsm ere obllged at Least to profess horyortf . The folLowlng

day the Telegraph:Jounnal changed lts approaeh and began to
condeun ïtallan actlon. The league was now urged. to stand.

flrm as the rtaLian threats seemed to be Jusü a bl-uff and

the League trad a oìlty to perfonm and it could not ellow
nfean non favorlt to lnfLu€ncê it.

ProposaS-e for a Thnee Power Conference pl_aced too

gr.eat responslbllftl-es on the shoulders of Bnltain and

tr'nance. The Telsgraph:JoFnnal. felt that nelther natl,on

had enough at stake to use anmed fonce and. tho onry other

way to prevent hostilltios was for nother"s to assLst by a
comblnatl-on of fLrrrness and goodwlLrtr, cT¡ances of the

15
Ibfd. e Ju3.y 20, L955.
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League taking a strong stand, however, seemed remote Ín vLew

of the Ralmost apologetlcr moves which had been taken up to
tbis time, The only nations that had consistently backed

the League so far were the Brltlsh natlons and they had been

vsry careful and compnoraislng ln thelr attltude and they

tnled to avold offendlng anyone. The rest of the natlons

gave their support üo the League only when lt sulted ùhem

and consequently tbene was no way of te,Iltng whether these

natlons intended to support the League or resort to the o1d

power polltlcs. The Telegr.aph-Journal eonsidered canadats

attltude to be determlned by th.e fact that the government

and the people recognÍzed thÊt Lt was not posslble sfunpIy

to bnush aslde the affalns of other nations particularly
when they affected the British Emplre. The edltors were

qulte convlncod that trcanadf-ans ln general ane ready to lend

a hand and support the 01d countrytt but that there would be

very serious consid.eratlon befone consent would. be given to
lnterference 1n world affairs on any other grounds.

lÏhen the September meetlng of the Counel_l was about

to begln the Telegnapb.:Jour.na1 renewed its attaek on the

stand taken by the smaller countrles who professed ùo be

great supporters of the League only because they were well
aware that they would never be ca11ed upon to prove this
polnt. rt appeared lnevltable that it v¿ould be the Great

?owers that shouldened the responsibility of preventlng

the f}outlng of the Leaguef s authorf.ty. rt was the small-

countrles in the League thst had ltmad.e a fetish of the
status quort and. 1t was the¡refone ln no way faln to ask the
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Great Powens to d.efend this positlon. A few days later they
began to center thetr attack on the slowness and fdeallsm of
ühe Loague.

The Geneva nllls groan much and grlnd. liütle.
Th.e whole machinery moves so sLowly that 1tls highly 1tkeLy that Ïtal.y wtl1 háve deter-
mined the sol_utlon to the problem before the
League beglns to aet. Thls is another caseln whlch the ldeallsts and nefonmens and
those who would. reconstruct human natu¡'ç willflnd that old methods have thelr uses.r4

ïn the following two v¡eoks the Telograph-dqgrnar pro-
posed two methods of openatlon for the League f.f tt was

golng to survlve, fhe flnst suggestlon was thåt the League

would havo to take a strong stand and not ytold to rtaJ.y
Itagaf.nst reason and Justicerg as it would then be rrof less
than no value ln cases of thLs sortn. rf the teague falled
to stand by lts ldears and allowed the ühneat of rtalian
wlthdnawar to deton tÈ from taklng actlon it seemed. obvious

that Brftaln and the Dominlons would resf.gn. Ifothing coul_d

weaken the teague more ühan if tt aLlowed. ftalyfs threats
to d.eter actLon. rlowevsr, only one week laüen the edltors
proposed another method by whLch the League rnlght sunvive.
They pol.nted out that the Loague was a little too ideaListlc
and though f.t accompl.Íshed a gneat deal_ Èhe point hed been

reached where greater eaution was nocessary in determintng
what polf.cy to follow.

ff 1t 1s not to dlssolve in a wair cau.sedby lts own Ldealism lt nust nefom ttself
and Llmft ltseLf to dtscugslons f.n tenms

'14
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thåt all natlons undenstand and accept.It ls up to the League to save itseli.
bscause at pnosen$_lt Ls rushlng towa¡rd
self-destructlon. rÐ

Thnee days later the edltors neturned to the ff.ea that the

way for tho League to sunvlve was for tt to rtstand f1nm,

r"eaIly flrmß. Mussollni seemed. to be waverlng and. lookÍng
fon a compnomlse and this qras the tlme for the League to be

flnm and let hfm }r¡now wfrat it was like to be told that thene

sras no compromf.se posslbLe. Thus, the Telggnaph-Jour4aL

had conrpletod the clrcLe ln ths space of two weeks - flrst
pnoposlng a stnong stand then suggesting extrene caution and

comp:romlse and flnally neturnlng to the ldea of fl-rmness and

no compnomise.

Canadlan obllgatlonsraccordlng to the 3eLegnapb.-
JounnaL, wer€ to suppo:rt wholehearted.ly the r¿other country
if she were to be drawn into wan with rtaly. However, the
edltors emphasized that thts was not beeause of the Bnltish
Emplre on anythlng Like that but rather beeauso canada was

a slgnatony to the covenant of the League. nrt 1s qulte un-
thlnkable that they (fne Bnltish DomlnLons) will f.n any way

tny to evade thelr obLlgationsn. Howeverrn though the edi-
tor"s made a poLnt of canada t s obllgations r:nder the covenant

ttre emphasls nemaLned on actLon by the BrLtisb Enpire as L
unlt.

lffhen sanctLons came under dLscussr-on the Teleeraph-
Journal was quÍck to polnt out that tt îvas not enougþ to

1Ê.'"&!I., September 1õ, Lgõ5.
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refuse to suppLy only mrrnltLons. Eeonoml.c sanctlons would

have to appLy to all trade and ffnanclal relatlons wlth the

aggrossor and hal-f-sanctlons would be entlrely useless,

Thene seemed no doubt that the Britlsh natlons would do

thelr pant ln the eppllcatlon of sanctions but thts would

be d.one only so long as Hthe League splrlt Ls malntalnedn.

Speculatlon as to how muctr support Franco was wllIlng
to glve to ttre teague led the Tel.eFraph-Jounnal to the con-

cLuslon that 1t would be best fon Brltaln to forget about

the Loague and concentrate on strengthenlng the British En-

plre. 0n September 16 the edLtors were optlmlstlc ae a re-
sult of Francets announcenent that she would beck sanetLons

but a week later there appeaned to be Eome doubt as to
whether or not the decLslon had actually been mad.e. nFranc,e

1s stll1 fn tropidatlon and ls not even now to be relied.

upon for league support as :rogands sanotlons ln full c . . D

A few days late¡r warning was g5.ven that, Brltaln would not

suppont the League if other nations dld. not; and then a few

d.ays Later France was sevonely erl-tLclzed. because her attt-
tude had d.estroyed all hope fon successfuL League actLon.

TFhy shouLd lt be n€cessary fon Brltaln to
have to ask France what she w111 do lf
Italy were to attack BrLtlsh forces aetf.ng
ln suppont of the Ireague? There LE no
questlon about Francots obligatf.ons¡ she
must cone to the ald. of Brltaln forthwl-th;
lndeed she must al-read,y_ þe actlng ln con-
ce:rt with. Britain .ro

1.6 fbid,r Oetobe? 2, 1955,
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Thls was folTowed by the suggestlon that' sLnce lt was ob-

vlously not wonth whlle to associate wlth natlons such as

thls, lt would be best to strengthen Emplre ties and.

strengthen nelaùlons wlth the Ilntted States.

On October 2 the Telegrgp4-Joungal returned to u-ngfng

that Ïta1yf s dlff leultles be consld.ered ln J.tght of Ïrer

urgent needs and the pnovoeations she had suffered at the

hands of Ethlople. 0nLy two d.ays laten, hou¡ever, they had

themselves, retunned to attacklng ftaly" nShall we be

dragged. lnto the mLseny of wan beceuso a gneed.y dlctator-
ehlp of d.ubLous mental balance stants out on a pnedatory

campaign in deflanee of the naùlonsn" After this cnitlclsm
the suggestlon was rnede that tho League act qulckly and

stnongly regardless of the fmposslbf.lfty of predietlng tho

naturo of the reaction of Italy to sueh a move.

Aften the outbreak of hostilltles the TelegrApþ-

Journal retu:rned to urglng that Canada and the Bnltish
Emplne play ttreln part f.n lmplementfng sanctlons. Thls

çrould simply be a method of challenging the othen League

menberg to do Èhelr part ln nakfng the [eague an effective
fnstrument for peace, The edltors seened quito convlnced

ttråt Canada would do her share and take a strong stand.
nOne thing is sure; Oanada wl-1"1 honor her obLlgatlons as

a Menaber of the League. ff that lnvoLves her f"n wan tt
wlLl be deplorable, but she wLlL enùer lt conseLous that
she f.s doing her duty .,,L7 They dld not explaln the basf.s

L7Ibld., October 4, L955.
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for thetn concluslon that Canada wouLd rstand by hor obl1-

gatÍons tf .

Throughout November the edltorlals contfnued to urge

stnong sanctlons, and strong support for them' bY Canada.

They reoognlzed thåt tbe framers of the Covenant had ln-
tended that sanctlons be otrong, and funthen' that to make

them stnong was the only way to avert ¡rar ln the future

even though ln the present case hostlLitles mlght be pro-

longed" Th.ere was no precedent to whlctr they could look

to determlne the probable effeets of ttrose economlc pressures

slnce even though economlc pressuros had been used before

they w6re of a radLcally dlffenent klnd, and eonsequentl-yr

there was a great deal to be Learned in thls floxperlmentw.

The edltors pointed out that any aetiorr, ât 4L1 by the Lea-

gue üras rra pLeasant surprfse to manyll, but the polnt hsd

been reached wtrere measures ïvere absolutely neoessany to

pnevent the contlnuatlon of the vlolaü1ng of treaty obll-
gatlons.

The Telegnaph-Journal gave complete approval and sup-

port to the proposal of an o11 sanctLon whren it was announeed.

After dlscusslng Oanadars proposal and Lndlcatlng that the

CormnLttee of Elghteen had appnoved Lt f.n pnlncipLe an edlto-

:rial went on to descrlbe the proposal. nThe pnoposal Ls

penfeetly LogicaL; ttrese are really key pnoducts for maklng

mr¡nltf.one of ws.r, and thelr adültion to tho pnesent Llst
urould nake sanctlons a gneat deaL more effectlvu,nlS They

Itrbru., lìlovombor 6, 1gõ5.
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recognlzed. that somê'ri¡¡fortunate dlsnuptions in tr.ad.e would

result but thts slmply lndicated thåt sanctlons should be

made effectÍve so as to shorten the duratlon of the disrup-
tlon. To make sanctions effective would of course requf.re

the cooperation of arl League members and sone non-members.

The edftors urged that support should not be Lossened, slmpLy

because of Mussolinlrs threat of wan ln fact thts shourd.

lead to greaten support since lt lndLcates Italyts Achll1es
Eeel and would mean that the cnisis could be br:ought rrto a
speedy ondt?" The possiblltty of iüar was by no means over-

looked but rather looked upon Ls a neeessary nlsk. It
seemed qulùe posslble that Mussollnl would belleve that un-

less he gai.ned. a victory at thls tLme he would be flntshed
I's a dletaton, and for thls reason, he mlght be willing to
plungo Italy into an insane war.

continual postponlng of the firlL dlseussLon of the oll
problem was consld.ered. very disturblng by the Telggfapþ-

JcgrqaL. The flrst postponement was consLd.ered to be;
tvaguely dlsappointlng, the more so e.s the Tinited states
has ehown a dlsposl,tlon to put on pressure to stop of.l
shlpmentstr. The foLLowf.ng day the editors took comfont

ln Bnltlsh. neaffinnatLon of support fon the proposal as welr
as the beLlef that slnce the Loague had started on the noad

to sanetions there was no turnÍng back. The rlsks lnvolved
wore known before the rreague took actlon so Mussollnlrs
warnlng shouLd not delay actLon. rt was r-mfortr.mate, ac-

cording to tbe edltors, that a delay wae eaused. by the need
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for the cooperatlon of the Ilnlted. States but novr that thts
had been pnomlsed there seemed to be no reason for expect-

lng any furthen delays.

The Telegqqpþ=IeqrnaL dLd not noact as str.ongly to
the tapolnte statement as d.Ld most of the newspapers. On

December 5 the comrnont was made that the credlt fon the o11

sanctlons proposal had been gÍven to Ðr. Rld.d.ell by Ottawa

and that thts appeared to be only neasonable since f.t was

his proposal and was not by instructlon from Ottawa" Canad.a

should, howeven, be proud nthat the plan u¡htch Brltaln sup-

ports enthuslastlcally, France accepts 1f Mussollni will not

stop the wan and ln v¡hlch the ilnited states w111 cooperate,

1s that of a canadiann.lg Thls was followed. the next day by

an edLtorlal whlch commented. that there was really no mys-

teny lnvolved as Dr, Rldd.eLl had general instructlons whleh
trpresumably wene to comply wlth the covenant pledges and.

speelflcally to support economl.c sanctlonstt. Thls was in-
ferpreted by the canadlan representatLve r?as entltLing htm

to make suggestlons that wouLd have the effect of making

sancti.ons effectlvert. fhis the editors concluded was onLy

reasonable and it did not seem loglcal to them that one

countny wourd get the blarae for such action. Aetlon was

suggested by a conmrittee and sanetLons firere to be applied
by all natLons. There seemed to be no reason for ottawars
Itseml-apologetf.c dlsclafmenn of Dr. RÍd.derlrs act. rhe

tnrÞlq,,
December 3, Lgõ5.



ltz
editons urged that canada shou1d. not be afnaid of hor own

gnoatness,

The HalL{ax chronlcle also ploaded for strong support

of Bnitaln by canad.a. There was, however, no ind.leatlon of
any sympathy fon Ita1y or ÏtaLlan needs and claÍms. Ethio-
pia had. been content to operate wltb.in her own borders and

all thls dlfflculty was ftbrought to her gates from wlthouttf .

Ethlopiats posltion was recognizod. as befng veny dlfflcult
ff not ùnposslbLe. The League seened. to be d.oing nothing;
Ethlopla herself wå.s prevented from buytng arns, the united.

states had. indlcated that she would. d.o nothing, and Gneat

BrlÈaln coul-d hardly be expected to strould.er all of the

nesponslblllty alone.

rtallan clalms, that they were nou dolng what Britaln
had done mueh eanllen, and thât the onLy reason BrltaLn was

not contlnuing thls pol-icy was that she t¡e.d. all the lernl-
tory she wanted, were described as rldiculous by the Hallfax
chroglelg. The situatLon had changod entlrely f¡rom the tlme

of Brltlsh conquests, espoeially in that canpalgns previous-
ly were extremely lfnalted in scope while now rrthe world. te
close1-y hrit into one great lntsrnational econonic unit and.

the suffening of one brlngs trouble upon allrt. rn the eri-
sis Bnltaln was leavLng no stone u¡rturned in her attempt to
establl-sh peace. rt appeared to the edltors that most of the
burden of maLntalnlng peaee was fallLng upon Brital.n and,

whlle lt was impossf.ble for Brltaln to do alL of this trer-
serf there appeared, to be hope that a combinatlon of factors
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would make l-t posslble to establlsh peace. Throughout July

the: ChronlcLe- d.evoted considerable news and editorlal space

to the cnlsls. The constant theme v¡as that the Bnltish po-

sltlon was extremely difftcult bêcause of lack of support

but Bnltatn would do her best to pnevent Ïtaly from cornmitt-

ing thls crlme e\ren tf lt compl-oËely destroyed. the tradl-
tlona1 Bni.tlsh-Itallan fnlendshlp.

fn oarly Âugust the thronlcle critlclzed thoso who

suggested that Canadats posltlon shot.ld be one of neutral_lty

since thls was s1mpLy a refusaL to face facts. It seemed

posslble that neuünaLlty was compatlbl-e wlth Canadats statuE

es a $orth American powen but even thls was doubtful because

the world had become so smaLl neutraLfty was not compatible

wlttr canadars cornnritments ln the Leaguo and certalnly ftif

Bnitaln were engaged, no matter what the feeLlngs of the

CanadJ.an people mlght be, they would flnd lt exceedingly

d.lfflcult to nemain noutrar and. remain wlthtn tbe E?rpiren.?o

The edltors did not seem to eonslder it posslb).e thêt
canad.trans mlgh.t be w11L1ng to fonsake the ftmplne Ln onden

to avol-d golng to war,

The ChIonle1e was the onl-y nourspape:r read. 1n this
süudy whlch noted th.e unsatísfactory posltlon of the Cana-

dlan representatÍvo at Geneva long before the difflcultles
of Dr. Rldd.eLl were revealed, On August 14 an edltorial
polnted out that the raethod used by Canad,a for cTroosf-ng a

representatlve to the Leaguo was most unsatlsfaetory and

20
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even u¡hen selected the ed.ltors dld not eonsÍder hlm to be

Ln a posltion where he rea1ly lonew wtrat to do. A pLea fon

a change was made. ilTo carry wolght, Canadats representa-

tive should bo ln a posltlon to speak with authority, and

th.ere should be some contlnulty as anong other countrlos

represented. 1r Ttnfortunatoly this suggestlon went unJreeded.'

Throughout AugusÈ, Septemben and October the Chroniglre

conti.nuod to d.evote consid.erabLe news and edltorlal space to

the crlsl-s. The ed.ltorlals gave gneat enodlt to Emperor

Selassle for bohavlng ln such an hononabLe way. Eope was

expnessed. that the nations of the world would. ra1Ly to the

suppont of the League and. Britaln, the Leaguets maln sup-

porter up to thle tlme. TLre suggestf-on was never made that
Canad.a should. keep out of the Italo-Ethlopian conflLct.

In commentlng on the repud.iatlon of Riddell the

Cbnoniclq, crltlclsms we¡âo relatlvel-y raiLd. The ffrst sug-

gestlon made was that tf lt was necessany to mako sueh a

statement a mone opportune time could have been for¡nd. A1-

most any othen tLme wouLd^ have been more oppor"tune in theln

vlew. The editors admttted being confusod as to the exact

naturo of the posltf.on held by Canadats representatlve to

the League" rrlïe do not properly understand how Canadats

representative could speak at Geneva without speakLng fon

Canada.ff ÏIowever, in edltorial commenÈ on Èhe Pnlme Mlnls-

terrs explanatlon of the Ïepolnte statement a few days

lator theno was no lndlcatlon of disappnoval. The ed.ltonlal

u¡as slmply a neport of what the Pnime Minister had saLd.



l,illhen the Ïloane-Laval episod.e became news

sh.owed its dlsapproval rsithout any stnong

Bnltaln.

LI5

the Chnoniele

cnltlclsm of

The Leaguo of Natlons bound ltssLf to
dlscfpline the aggr"essor natÍ.on which
made war fn deflance of lts pledgesr not
to glve hln Iegal titl,e to a sovereign
natlonrs lq4ds and rewand hle mllltany
adventu:r e.?l

Thls Lppeans to be gtvfurg tlr.e treague the nesponslbillty of
corueeüLng e sLtus.tlon causod by tbe falthLessness of some

of lts members though the chrgnlclg dld not necognf.ze this
fact,

Early edLtorial comment, by the Ottawq-:þurnal, on the
devolopf.ng crf.sfs lndl-cated a pessirnistic attlÈude about the
posslb1llty of successful aetlons by the Leaguo of Nations.

The edltors wore convlnced that the world of d.iplomaoy had

not changod. very mrtch and consequentty the most d,esf.rabLe

pollcy to pursuo vuould be one of preparaûLon fon wen.

1Âie nay hoLd, and logícally¡ that the l¡eague
although fall1ng sho¡rt of lüs goa1, ls stftt
the worLdrs best hope. But, lf we era real-lsts, lf we aro wlllf.ng to face ttre t:ruth we
must larow thåt war and the thlngs of war
have not been banlshed, that readiness and.pneparatlon to defend its bog$ers are among
the flrst dutl-ee of a sùate.zz

The Jou:rpal_ complained that too much of the respon-

sibl1ity of unaintaf.nlng wonld. peace was fa].llng on the shoul_-

ders of England." rt appeared preposterous that thero should.

Ð1-*&!!., December
DD*-Ottawa Journal,

l,2, 19õ5.

JuIy 2ã, 19õ5,
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be dally cables lnforning the wonld thåt tenslons were Ln-

creasing whlLe only Bnitaln was naklng any effort to prevent

open wâF.

lf,Iel1 we canrt see that it f-s the duty of
England or of the Brltlsh Emplre either'
to pollee tho world. England bas done a
lot of ttrat ln hen dayi and lt seena about
tlme that some of the other nati.ons ' the
natlons that talk so loudly about peace'
lneludlng the Unlted fllates' shouLd take
a hand 1n the matter.tÐ

A short Èhile laten the edltors polnted out thatr while the

League was d.ebatlng the sl-ùuatlon, England. was belng fonced.

closer and closer to a war - â. w8.13 whlch would lead to dif-
fLcultles l-n BritaÍnts Afnlcan colonles regardless of th.e

outcome.

On Septenrber 5 the dournal su.ggested that thene was

very l.1ttle posslbi.lf.ty of League actlon. In conrnentlng

on a speech gf-ven by fúr" Rowell befono the Canadlan Ban

Assoclatlon lt was argued that the sltuatLon had changed

so much slnce the Covenant was accepted that lt was nalve

to expect the varl-ous member natlons to honor theln obLl-

gatlons. Japan and Germany had reslgned and the Unlted

Statee had nover Joined so 1t was not to be expected. that

sanctfonso whlch assumed. over-all partlclpatÍon, would be

lmplemented" Elghü d.ays Later ln an edLtorLaL entttled
rcNonsensical l{ar Talkn the edltons applauded the decislon

of polltLeians to keep away from the dlseusslon of thls

crlsis ln the eLectlon canapal.gn Elnco.t}:e chances seemed

ttrÞ$. 2 Ju.,y 26, Lggb.
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to bo tfone 1n a thouse'ndü that the.League would declde upon

any actlon that would. lead to an outbreak of hosülIltles.
\flJhen CIanadars nesponslbtllttes and probable actlons

ruÊre d.lscussed the {oqraql was qulto crltlcal. Ït was recog-

nized that Canada would not be called upon fuornedlately to

take any deff-nlte steps especially since Canada had. on sev-

eral occaslons tfmåde lt cl-ear that lts League oblLgatlons

do not commit thts countny to inter.ferenoe 1n any war that

may bneak out 1n any part of the world . . .rr 0n September

18 the Jou:rnal expressed tbe opinlon that the Canadlan

people generaLly w@re dlssatisfted with the steps taken

by the government up üo thls point.

lÏe slt suckÍ.ng our thumbs almost in silence
desplte our pledge to the teague and des-
pite our nominal Brlù1sh connectlon. fs
this realIy what ¡ue Canad.ians feel? The
Journal does not bel-feve so. The Journal
belteves that 1f any Canadlan po1ltlca1
leaden would proclalm both tbaü he stand.s
squarely by the Leaguo of Natlons and,
above aLl that he Ls Brltisb as Ìvell as
Canadlan and b.oLds that thls counÈry fs
Brttish for beÈten or for worse, sra.r or
no war, he would be greeted. wlùh a roar
of acclalm fr.om !þe best part of the
Canadlan peopLe.zq

Again a few days later a slmllar stand. was taken f.n comment-

lng upon a etatement 1n The London Dally Matl whlch sug-

gested. that Canadats lndecfsLveness and tho wealmess of

Fergusonf s statement at Geneva indlcated that sanctl.ons

would spl1t the Brltlsh Emplre" Th.e edLtors were eonvlnced.

that tho Canadl-an people would be most unhappy with this
sl-nce moet of thom recognf.zed the support of the Britlsh

24rb1¿., September 18, 19õ5.
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Emplrer and fulflllnent of commf-tments to the League, as

a ilplaln dutyfl.

Sanctions wore welcomed by the Jou::nal as the best ln-
strument tbe League had aü lts dLsposaL for keeplng the

peace. On November 26 comment was rnad.o about the eontlnual
postponement of the extenslon of sanctlons to lnclud.e o11,

Lnon and coal. lnJlthout tkrese ltems lneLúded sanctlons seemed

futlle. After the repudlatfon of Rlddell the edltors were

exÈremely crlticaL of the pollttcal leadenship of the coun-

try whLch seemed nso desperately ar¡xlous not to offend those

pants of our populatlon whlch prefer to subsist 1n tb.e cha-

nf.ty of Gneat Brital-n and the United States for natlonal

exlstence rathen than take any internatlonal nesponslbllltie s,
ÐÊ's . . n"- lillhen the Prlme Mlnisten lssued hls explanatory

süatement ttre ed.ltors consldened lt lnsuffLciont slnce thore

$rere so many other ways of gettlng the same ldea across wfth-
out all the unfortunate repercusslons. The Hoare-r-avar Pact

was not seveneLy critlcized by the ,founnal but after lt was

announced the atùack on the nest of the worl_d for leavlng

too much to Brf.taln was renewed.

The Mo4tne¿I @qe!t_e was not very optlmlstlc about

the posslblLf.ty of the League preventlng the ItaLlan Lnva-

sf.on of EthLopla but as the erlsis dragged. on it appeared

to the edLtors that only the League wlth the lead.ershlp of
Brltaln coulc1 stop MussoLinl. There was no doubt that Italy
was to blame f or the p:roblens. -{ constant theme ln ùhe

25ïbid", Decembor 5, 1955.
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ear'ly stages was that theno was a posslblllty that Ïtallen
ffnances and economlc conditlons wore such that it would.

not take a great deal to stop the war effort. However, on

Septenber 5 the edltors were doubtful- that any actf.on would

be taken against Italy since the European nations $rere so

ready to ff doubt the good faf tb of Bnittsh d.lplomacyn.

The Gazettra devoted l"ittle editorial space to Canada I s

positlon ln the crisLs " On September 9, howeverr the edl-

tors erlttef-zed the people wbo were nalslag the rrfmperial

Lssuen 1n Quobec.

The speclal attentlon whlch ls belng pald
l-n thi-s pnovince to the possf.bl-e sacrifice
of llves ln a forelgn quannelr the lssues
of whlch e:re obscure to Canadians, may be
lnsplred by the fact that there ls an actlve
group fn Quebec, well serued wlth its owrr
press, whlch €ver :ralses the frnpenial" lssue
in ord.er to attack it, whether 1t be an
matten of particlpatlop^ln war or on a matter
of inrnnlgratlon polLcy, ro

The edltonial went on to elalm that thnee po}1tlca1 leaders

(Bennett, Klng and Stevens) had all been caterlng to thls
group of people by neassurf.ng them that Canada would not

rusb headLong into wan but rathen that Panllament would be

caLled to decide thls matter. A few days later a short

editorlal cias devoüed to crltlcizlng J. S. Tloodsworthts

statements that vvars wore a result of capl-tallsm. He was

considered. wrong 1n facts and wrong aLso f.n attemptf.ng r¡to

make poLltleal profLts out of events abroadrt"

26
The Montreal Gazettg, Septemben g, 1935,
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!'lhen oil sanctlons were menùloned Canadaf s pant was

not comnented upon. on November 5o ln an ed.itorial entitled
fr0Ll May Spread Conflagnatfontt lt was suggested. that lndi-
cations $rere that Brltaln would pnomote the extenslon of
sanctlons but no mentlon whatsoever was nad.e of Dr. Riddell-ts

effor:Ës up to thls polnt. The Lapolnte statement was siml-
larI-y met wlthout commenÈ. lËÏren Prime Minlster Kingts ex-

planatory note was nel-eased the Gazeüte lndf.cated at least
semi-appnoval. Itre editors agreed that thore was e need

fon son6 type of explanatlon ln order nto relieve a state
of pr.lblic mind. dlsturbed by the emphasls wlth whlch the

neuts dlspatehes fnom Geneva lnfonmed the world that canada

had proposed to lnclude oil . o .rr27 The reactlon to the

ot?rer extreme was reeognlzed as being rather unfortunate

but thls could be easLly overcome by a reaffirmatlon of
suppont for the League.

The Hoare-Ie.val- plan was consldened, by the Gazette,

to be a vallent attempt to prevent rsar. Tn reply to the

ffrst outbunsts of enltrcisns the edltons clalmed that
cr"ltics had insufff.cl-ent lnformatlon at thelr disposal.

Two days later they reeognized that the plan was rtdoomed.

to aLnost l¡mned.lete faiLr¡ror but the prf.ncf.pLe of attempt-
ing conelliatlon ç¡as sttLl consldered good. It was not

consldered. that the oare-Laval plan represented any weak-

enlng of League support by BrLtein.

fÞ14., December 9, 19õ5.
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flhese edltorlals discussed ln thls chapter lndicate a

general dlssatlsfactf-on urlth th.e governrnent handllng of

pollcy durtng the Ethlopian crlsis. Tliblle there was some

confuslon caused by the announcoment of the Hoare-Laval

plan these newspapers did not questlon tb.e slncerity of

the Bnitlsh Gove::nnent ln tts promises of League support.

Even those newspapers whlch were convlnced from the start
that the Leaguo was a fallune were ur:lrappy about the La-

polnte statement. They argued that Canada¡s action re-
flected badLy upon Brl-tain and made her posltlon far moro

dlfflcult. Ifl?ratever the reasons were for the objectlons

by this group of newspapers there can be little doubt that
the magnitud.e of the objectlons came as a sunpnise to the

Canadlan Govennment. Thls support when added to ühe tflpe

dlscussed fn the preceedlng chapter neeessitated a numbor

of explanatLons by the Govennment.
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CHAPTER V

sOïm rivDrcATroNs 0F rs0r,,arr0NrsT 0PrNroN ItÍ CANADA

DURÏNG TT{E CRISTS

Tb.ere ls no doubt that the greatest support fon the

ldea of canadlan isolationlsm durfng tb.e rtalo-Ethloplan
cnfsle came from Quebec but it certafnly must be necognLzed,

that support for thj.e attltude was not limited to euebec.

rndleatlons of lsol-atLonism could have been found across

the country and lf the BritLsh connection had not sxLsted
1t 1s 1fkeLy that thts would have been the pred.onLnent attL-
tude. Thl-s is not however taken into conslderatfon by

crLtlcs of unlted states isolationlsm ln thls perlod..

Rernarkably slmllar appraaches to tÏ¡e cnisls wene

taken by the varlous Freraeh canadlan newspapers consldered,
Le Dgvolr on November ? called for a ssaner fonefgn polf_cyn

fo neplace the ono which r¡nd.er-emphasf.zed the fact that
canada was a Nonth Amonlcan por{er with the unLted states
as hen most lmpontant nelgtrbor. A forelgn policy mor?e fn
accord with that of the united States seemed to the edltors
to be a wis_er pollcy for canada. Agarn a week Laten eon-

cern was expressed over the general natune of cenadf.an for-
of.gn porf.cy as it had ftcreated an unfavorable impresslon in
certain quarterstr. The ed.Ltors consldened lt a good sign
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that a number of government supporters were dlsturbod by Èhe

stand. belng taken and even ttre F::1mo Mlnlster had lndlcated

some u¡reasiness as he had continually reafflrmed' that thts

actl.on couLd not be taken as a precedent.

The Lapolnte statement nepudiatlng Rlddoll was welcomed

by Le Devolr. The edltors consldered 1t ÎÎan unexpeoted oc-

curreneert thaù a rrepresentativo trad rnede such statements

wlth.out consultlng his government and as a result there was

no alternative to an annourlcement, such as the one mad'e,

fon the government. Surprlse was expressed wben G. Ï[.

Fenguson tooh some ÍnLtlatlve at Geneva and thls surprlse

turned to downrtghi amazoment when Dr" Rlddell began to

promote the extenslon of sanctlons. Many peoplerthought

!e DegoLlu understandably began to ühLnk Ganada was belng

used by Brltaln, The confuslon and ml.slntet'pretatfons mad.e

lt essentlal tbat some statement be nad.e and lt w&s a !âost

weleome one when lt cameó

For thls and many otber reasons, therefore,
nhen Hon. Er:nest lapolnte made a declaratlon
setting forth Canad.a t s stand. and clarifylng
the whoLe puuul-1ng aümospherer w€ lüerê
more than gLad personally and¡ wê thlnk,
on beÏla1f of the sve:rwhelmf.ng ma Jorlty of
CanadLans, to, enthusLastlcally cFYr Bravo,
Mr. Lapointe,r

La Tlibune of Sherbnooko Quebeo had a s1lghtLy dlf-

fe::ent approach to the Riddell Lncident" It was granted

thaü Dr. RLddel-l mlght have been entitled to express hls

1f,g--ÐCygl=., 
Quoted in the Quebec- Çbronicle-Te1es,4aphr

Decembei-?T-fÞffi
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own oplnion but at the same tlme he should have been rnore

careful 1n maklng lt clear that this was not the oplnf.on

of the Canadlan Govennment. The Lapolnte statement was con-

slderod. desirabJ-e and necess&ry.

Mr. Lapolnte explalns wlth reason ühat
Canada would. be veny stupldr ât the monent
when she ls trylng to get ordon ln her com-
mencLal transaotl-ons wlth the other colln-
tnles of the world, to ad.opt, first and of
hen oïvn volltlon nigorous measures agaf.nst
ftaly, whlch was for a long time, and still
is, one of hon best cusüorûers"b

theln fnterpnetation of the ï,apolnte statement suas that it
lndl.cated fr"lendlLnoss towands rtaly and. v¡as welcomed as

such as wel-l as because lt was an lndlcatLon of isolatlon-
ist pollcy.

te Canadleg of Montreal sluaLlarl_y welcomed. the La-
poÍnte statement. They consLdered the canadlan positlon to
have been mLsundenstood. by other natlons for two reasons.

Flrstly, these natlons dld not undenstand that Dr. Riddell
in speaklng ln the cor¡mlttee of Elghteen was speaklng as

an lndlvlduar and not as a spokesman for tho canadlan Gov-

ernment. Secondly, most of tlre European natf.ons did not

undenstand the slgnlflca.nco of the statute of lffestmfnLster

and thenefore belleved that the canadlan repreÊentative

spoke fon the mother eountry. The Lapointe statement, the

edltors argued, comeeted maay of these mlsr:nderstand.f.ngs

and was a cl-ear statement of canadars stand. on Leágue mat-

tore. ttTtlLs document sets forth wlth admirable abtLtty

2,Ia Trlbune,$herbrooke.
Deeenþe - Quoted ln the Montfgql Stan,
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and wlthout weahress or compromise, Canadars attlüude to-
wards the league of Natlons in the matter of sanctLons".õ

LtActton Cathol-lque flrst calLed fon gneaüer support

for tho teagueo but thls dld not last 3.ong. The edltors

flrst thought that 1t wouLd be a mLstake to condemn this

lndlspenslbLe lnstltutlon absolutely and to refuse to give

1t all suppo::t, moral or matenial sinpì-y becauso of early

fallures" It appeaned far wiser to make some constructLve

suggestions fon lmprovement and thus be rtpropagators of the

ldea whlch lt servês and should serve stlll þetterrr. A short

tlne laton, howev@r, their wlllf.ngness to gfve support to the

lmporfect League had considerably l-essened" lhe edltons now

felt that there was no doubt about Canadlan hostllity to par-

ticlpatlon ln European wars and Lt was thereforê most per-

pLexlng Ìrthat Canadats representatlve in the Loague of Na-

tions should penslst ln proposlng measures whlch are of such
4

a nature as to nender war Lnevltablett.- The fact that Dr.

Rlddell had proposed th,e lncLuslon of o11 Ln tho sanctlons

Llst at a tlne when it was evldent that such actlon wou,ld

L1ke1y lead to war was consid.ered evldence of Brltlsh d.omi-

natlon. trPeople ane asking thomselves, and wlth reason, lf
Mr, RLddell rea1Ly reprosents Canada at Geneva or is he

meroly a pe,vrn r@.neuvered by other"s ln the present inten-

natf onal chess game, r?

zt'--Le Canadten Montneal,
Decembe

4-l!-Action Cathollque, Quotedretegra@ss.

Quoted ln tho Montreal Star"

the Qusbec Chronlelo-
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As the cnlsls d.ragged on LrActlon Catholique began to

express greater sympathy for the Ïtal,ian positi.on. The

editors woro impressed by the eonsiderable progross made

sl.nce Mussollnl took over control- of a poor countny whloh

was at the tlme ln a state of dlsorder. It nias necessary

for Italy to provf-de a place for hen nsupenabr¡ndant genera-

tlon of the futunelt and the d.eclston to turn toward Ethlopia

and Llbya was taken quite some time ago and negotLatlons on

the subject of le'ke Tana made this evident to everyonô" TTre

attempt of othon natlons to force ftaly to make an lrabout

facetf could tead to disastrous consequences for the Fasclst
Government of ïtaly, The odltors feared ühat the fal] of
l\fiussollnl could. not oecur ffwl-thout exposfng ltaly to an

overturns probably to red r:evolutlontt.5 Anytlrlng, of course,

was consldened Just1ftable to pnevent such a revolutLon.

Le Dnglt of Ottawa also presented an LsolatLonist
polnt of vlew. It was argued. that Canadian interests dif-
fered so greatly from those of Brltaln that lt would be pre-
poster,ous to be d.r-awn lnto a war for Brltish lnterests. It
wae only because ftalyre ambltLons would d.estroy Bnltlsh
powet? in the Medlterranean that Bnltaln was now showing keen

lntonest. They further belfeved. that BrltaÍn would have ap-

proved rtmiLitany and naval sanctlonsrt had f.t not been for
the pressì.lres from France. ït seomed obvious tbat the de-

sj-re fon action was not based on any hlgh ldeal slnco no

5fbld., Quotod ln the MontreaL Star Doeouben 5, 1955.
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real actlon was proposed agaLnst Japan for lnvading Manchunla

nor agalnst Gernany for hor violation of tbe Treaty of Ver-

sai11es. rlNo, her Lnterest was then to let thlngs alone and.

she took good care not to stlr up the League of Nations.,,6

le-Drory¡ af course, welcomed the l,apotnte statement

and considerod Dr. Rlddell to have been tneated far nore

Ien1ently than he desenved, Itrn a pollte and softened fonm

the Ottawa Governmgnt repudiates the attttude of Dr. Rlddell
at Geneva end dlsengages itself completely fnorn the nespon-

slbllity of such lnte¡rvontlon.rt? The editors took note of
the considerabLe furor that was caused 1n some parts of
Eunope by this statement but thÍs was viewed as funther
proof of the necessity for Canada to nake tt clean thât
she would not rtfollow b11ndly the dlplomats at Genevalt even

though the prfnciple of economfc sanctions had been accepted..

tr{lhlLe approvlng Èhe Lapolnte statement r,e Ðnolt did not de-

sire to see the League of Natlons completely d,estroyed,.
trlet us congnatulate Mr. Lapointe and hls eolleagues orx

havfng, whlle neaffirmlng our desire to cooperate wlth
Geneva, seperated oun cause from that of the d.lplomats

whose effonts today s€em directed to the provoeatl.on of
an lnternational confllct. nB

6
L_q Drol;[_1Qt'!awgr

Leleeraffi,
7ïbid.., Quoted ln
I ïbfd.

Quoted ln the Quebec Ghronlcle-
19õ5"

the Montreal Sta::, Decenber 5, 1gõ5,
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Le SoleiJ believed that the Britlsh connectlon ïuas

boing explolted by the polltlcians and the p:rofessed belief
ln a League of Natlons was sinrply a front. Ttrey were êx-

tromely critlcal of ühe Conservatlve Party in thls respect

slnce they bell-eved the Bnltish connectl-on was being used

to try to rebulld the party after the defeaù at the poll-s.

The Lapointe süatement was vony favounably necetved by Le

go1!g.I aa a nocesssry correctlon to the unfavorable lm-

pnesslon nade by Dn. Rlddell at Geneva.

The Domlnion has not the power to condenn
Italy even 1f tt trad the right to Judgethe ease wl-thout a hearing. The Canadlen
governÌüent, ln futr¿¡,e, wllL study all
sanctions propositLons so as to nake sure
that th.e Domlnlon w111 not asswne any more
responslbllttles than necessary, declared
Honorable Mr. Lapointe, and we.,are sure,
this stand 1s wldeLy appnoved.v

The crf.tLeism of Canadlan pollcy ln thls crlsls made

by La. Benalssqnce was based on the effeet 1ü håd on th.e

oeonomy. The ïtallan standard of l1v1ng was low but she

had nevertheless been a good customer for Canad,Lan goods

and 1f raattere had been handled properly tremendous profits
ooul-d have been made. The repnd.latlon of Rlddell and the

Prlmo Mlnl.sterrs expLanatLon of this were approvod by the

ed.ftor"s but they consLd.ered. that thls was too lLttle, too

late. EarLfer they had volcod the opinlon that PrLme

Mlnlstor Klng had promlsed not to become actlvely lnvoIved.

I
Le Solfuq!, Quoted ln the Quebee_ ChnonieLe-Telegnaph,

DecembeF-ilï955.
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Even though Mr. Ktng promlsed to save our
soldlers for some othen eonfllet (now that
ls thoughtful), so we need not wor¡.y on
that score, the fact still remalns that we
cannot afford to Lose 6-L/2 m1lllon doll-ans
worth of trado relatlons wlth Italyr whlch
could swell to 20 gfll_f ons; Just fon the
sake of a gesturo.ru

The whole ldea of a Êeague was eonsld.ered. unacceptable and

fallune after fallure should have made lt evLd.ont that the

wlsest pollcy rsouLd be to withdraw. lrThe moral fallure of
the League of NatLons unfortunatoly began the d.ay of tts
instltutlon and personally we tblnk that canada ghould wlth-
draw from this useless human enterprlse.tl

LtEvenement took the positlon that the gneatest dangor

1n the exlstfng erl"eis fon canad.a was that once more she

would be drawn lnto war as a ¡nesult of Brltlsb lnterests 1n

the anea of the Nile" The edltors were d.Íseounaged. about

the lack of lnterest Ln fonelgn affafrs d.isplayed by Cana-

dlans. In thelr estlmatlon the ftalo-Ethlopian cnisLs

shourd Ïrave been of greater interest to canadiens than the

electlons. They welcorned. Pnlme MfnLston Klngts assurance

that ParlÍament would be eonsulted pnlor to involvrng the

country in any mllltany actlon. Thelr theme was rfavoid

war at all- costsrt and consequontly they wero pleased. by

the Lapolnte statenent,

Speakfng at the Couchlchf.ng confenence of Lg56 paul

Martfn enpressed another Fneneh-canad.Lan vtewpoLnt" He

10---Iê RenqlgFageg¡ Suoted ln the @-Telesnaffio, -L955,
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was corlvinced that Canadlansn qrrlethor of Engllsh or French

baekground, were not LsoLatLonist. Nor were thoy prepared

to fol-Isw completely the l-ead.ershlp of other natlons tn the

fleLd of foneign affalns. He angued that 1t wae necessary

to deveJ-op a trhealthy Cana.dlan natlonalfsnrr fl-nst and then

penhaps mone attentlon coul-d be devoted to lnternatLonal

affalrs. The League he viewed as a good lnstrument deserv-

lng canadlan suppont, slnce Bome of the European natlons

wero not willing to put thelr falth ln tho teague ther.o

seemed l-1ttle reason fon canada to bo taktng any great do-

gree of the inttlatlvo"
As long as ühene was a semblance of falth
and slncerf_ty, we dld. not argue as to the
absoLuteness of oun obLlgatlons ln nespectof econom'îc sanctLons as provld.ed. by ArttcLe
16 of the Covenant. Everythf.ng beLng equal,
I agree nre should, in the absence of othons
l-nltLatlng o1"1 sanctlons against ftaly, tako
steps of lnltiation, but events have shown
that everythlng was not equal_, and the course
taken by our Govennment, I now bel-ieve, to
have been sound..11

He then went on to suggsst that the future of the T,eague was

dank unLess the covenant was ovenhauLed in sucb a uray as to
strongthen the power of the league to enfonee its d.eclsf.ons 

"

Pnofegsor Bnuchesi attompted an explanatj.on of the

views of the French Canadlans who, he said, ürere 1ooked upon

by the rest of canada as rta pnf.esÈ-rr.dden f.gnonamus speaking

a sort of Jargonrt wh.en lt cane to forelgn affairs. He reoog-

nlzed that 1n a vanS-ety of fleLds teague actf.on bad. been

11--Paul Martin, trtanada and. the Collectlve Systemn,
Canada: The EUplfe_qedlbe_f,ggggg, (Tononto: Neison and
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hlgbry conmendabLe but lts prlnary purpose was to stop war"

and in thts area the recond was s1mply a llst of fallures.
An unfortunate feature of the League was that tt fell far
short of belng unlversal- and yet it lneluded in lts memben-

shlp the Comrnunlst Government of Russla. lhe latter was of
conslderable concern to French-Canedlans.

Even lnformed French-Canadlans are far from
relylng on the power of the Geneva League
to sottLe d,lsputes, whleh Eoague, rf.ghtly
on wrongly, they suspect to fo}low, fnom its
begfuming the orders of a free masonry norr
coupled with Commr¡nLsm Ln the fLeld of lnter-
nattonal affal-rs on the Eunopean continent
at Ieast"12

Such bellefs of counse made it lmposslble for the people of

Quebec to suppont tho Leaguo and penhaps become involved. ln
a war. The outcome and punposes of such a war appeared to
hlm to be lto o , to rescue a certaln tnlbe of negroes from

the elutches of an lmpenl.aLlst power, . o Ò, and to elLow

the arms manufacturers of Franceo England and Germany pro-

fltable speculatlons rr .

Pnofessor Bruchesl dld not suggest that Canada trad.

no obl-lgatlons to try to malntaln the peace but any efforts
spent 1n naintalnlng the peace had to be ttaccordlng to hor

vital lnterests, hor present sltuatlon and her capacltyn.

He suggested that Canadians should accept ttre need for a

change ln the League but should also reallze that the ne-

cessary change was not one ln ttre instltutl-on itself but

1Q'*Joan Bnuchesl, ItA French-Canad.ian Vlow of Canadats
Foreign Pollcyfr, garlaÈa: Tþe F+plsie_épd the League,
(Toronto; Nelson and Song t L936), p. l-õ0.
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rather in the state of mind of the people of the wor1d.

People were 1n need of Loarning the teachlng of Christ to

love thy nolghbor. However, whl1e thls ctrange was ln pro-

cess Canad-a had two dutles to perform. The flrst duty was

to nkeep peace within the borders of our countryfr and the

second. ftto avoid becoming under any clrcumstances aceom-

pliees of any kl.nd of lmperÍa1ismr.!.

The Cgtholle Feglster plaoed. an empïras1s rrpon careful

consLderatlon of the Ïtallan slde of the case thougþ lt
never wont so far as to reco¡nmend the support of Italyts
eause. Populati-on pressures ptere eraphaslzed as was ttre

fact of the simllartty between r¡¿hat Ïtaly was atteuptfng

and what the other Eunopean natlons had aecompllshed- earller.
Just because Italyr s ambltlons !Íere golng to lnterfere wlth

the lmpeniallsm of other natlons and because , : the forria of

government 1n Italy was d.lsagreeable to some a war to des-

troy ltaly was not Justlfled. llllhon the League supporters

began to bLane Quebee for the repudlatLon of Rlddell tbe

Reglsten obJected. They angued. that suppor.t for this actlon

wouLd. have been far mone wldespread and tho ItaLlan c&se

would have been fan more popular lf 1t had not been for the

propagand.a of rlthe paf.d agents of Moscow ln our ml.dst?r.

They Laten coraplalned tlrat the League agalnst tr{ar and Fas-

cLsm was ¡ra subsldiary organÍzatlon of the CommlnÈern ln
Canad.a and. other countriesn.lS ThÍs favorable vlew of

1õ--tbe Catho[g_Be,glg-te3, NLV,(31), Augusü 5, l-9õ?.
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Fesclsm on the pant of the Reglster became even more evid.ent

ln the comments on the Spanish CivlL fl¡*r.14

l[trile 1t ls probably rrnfalr to conslder Mr. Eseott

Reid an lsolatLonlst, hf-s wrltlngs certalnly contrlbuted to
lts cause. rn the January 19õ6 lssue of the canadlan Fonr:m

he suggested that 1f canadlans desf.red. to stay out of war

tbe government had botter be very eautf-ous in her handllng
of eanctions because even though {deTrnlght work in the cs.se

of Ïtaly lt wouLd not be long untiL they woul-d havo to bo

applled to Gernany. He dld not consl-der that canada had any

blndf-ng comml.tments to appl-y s anctlons since the covenant

was aecepted on the basis of the beltef that membershf.p

would be reLatf.vely unLver:sal and that there would be suffl-
clent naehf.nery fon the r.evlslon of sottlements " tfAn effec-
tlvo eoll-ectfve system means not onry the nestraLnt of the

aggressor but also dlsarnament¡ lnternationaL lnstead of
lmperlal eontroL of coLonles and effective machlneny to
deal wlth treaty nevlsLon and the probrems of mankets, ml-
gration and rau¡ naterfalr".15 He opposed tho lmplementa-

tlon of senctions on the gnounds that canad.a shoul-d. strLve
fowards naklng the League wonthy of support flrst. -

The folLowf-ng montt¡ Mr. Reid cnltlclzed the october
29 statement of Prime Mtnlster Mackenzlo King. Ele referred.

l4--See Margaret Prang, rrSome Opinlons of polltical
Radlcallsm Ln Canada Between the Two World l¡fars (unpublished.
Masterts Thesls, Unlverslty of Tononto, 1g53).

15Escott Reid, n0anada and the Abysslnian Crisfstt,
Canadlan F9Iq4, Januany, 19õ6.
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to a resolutlon introduced by the Prlme Mlnlster ln the

House of Cormrons June 2¡., ]-926, which ca'l.led for approval

by Panllament for any pollcy of lntrod.ucing sanctlons. Yet

tb.e statement of Octoben 29, 1955, slgnifled the acceptance

of League proposal-s f.nvolving sanctlons wltbout any prlor
approval of Parllament. By means of the argument summarlzed

ln the preceding paragraph Mn. ReJ-d concludod, that there was

no automaüic obllgatlon for Canada to lmpose sanctlons and

therefone the Prlme Mlnlsten was floutlng Parllament by tg-
noring his o*ri o."olutlon of Lg26, Hls solutlon was wlth-
drawal of suppor:t for the League in this cz.lsls.

Professor F" Iln Underhlll was anqüher of the English

writers who eontrLbuted to the cause of tsolatlonf.sm. In
Februany of 19õ6 ln the Canadlan Fgrum he proposed a closer

examlnation of Amerf.can oplnion and. polícy by the Canadlan

press. He dld not feel thåü Canadfan publlc oplnlon was a

greaû deaL d.lfferent.

fs Canadlan oplnlon at bottom very much
dlfferent? Tlre attenpt of certafn seetlons
of our" press to work up excltement oven Mr.
Lapolntets supposed desertJ.on of tho League
on the questlon of the olL embargo has turned
out to be pnetty much of a dud. . Mr.
Dafoe 1n hls notable artlcle ln the current
nu¡rber of forelgn affalrs seems Èo me to over-
estlmate the quallty of lreague ontbusiasn Ln
Canada when he dLscovers that the recent crl*
els has cr.ystallf.zød Canadian opÍnlon so that
u¡e are now wL11lng to go aL1 out for sanctfonsu
f suspect that hls reading of tanadlan oplnlçr4
ls done by looklng at hlmself ln the mlrcor.ro

1A*"Canadlan Fonu¡n, Februar¡t:, 1956"



135

Ile later descrlbed the crlticlsm whlch followed the disavow-

aI of Mr. Rldd.ell as showlng lr0anadian hypocrisy at lts
wonstn. He felt that Canada shouLd strlve to set her own

house in order rather than be neddling ln the affalrs of

other natlons.

Newspaper opinlon, then, indlcated a sti:ong bellef in

isolationlsm on the part of Quebec. This was somowhat re-

lnforced by the fact that, to many, Italy was only the home

of the Papacy, to otbers fasclsm was, if not deslrabler at

least not r:ndesirable and to st111 othens any internatlonal-

lsm represented a leaning toward. Conrnunism. The Lapolnte

statement was therefore very much welcomed. by these people.

The Englf-sh press d.ld not glve much support to lsolatlon1sm

though some wrltings such as those of Escott Reld and F. I[.
UndenhÍ"ll did give the cause a boost. As far as League. en-

thusiasts were concerned paclflsm also represented. a form

of Lsolatlonlsm and when J. TU. Dafoe spoke of the country

being sevonty-flve per cent lsol-ationist ttrere 1s no doubt

that h.e included in thls percentage figune the pacifisüs.

However there 1s 11ttle doubt that the fallure of CanadLan

loaders to clarify the lssues was to some extent responslble

fon the magnltude of lsolatlonlsù opinlon.
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CÏIAPTER VT

SOME HæNESSIONS OF PACTFTST SENTTffiNT AND

SOME TITDTCATIONS OF CONFUSION IN EDTTONIAL OPTNÏO}T

In addltlon to League support, suppont of the Brltlsh
stand and isolatlonism ühere appeared to be eonslderable

support for paclflsm. This chapter wlLl- conslder some of

the expressions of paeiffst gentlment and also the stand

taken by two newspapers wLth eonsiderable clrculatlon, The

Montneal Star and The Quebec ChnonLcle-Telegnaph. Both of

these newspapexs developed edltonial opinfon nrhieh appears

confused when the comnrents on the varl-ous stages of the cr1-

sis are consolidated"

The outstanding exponent of paelfist opinlon ln

Canada durlng the ItaLo-Ethioplan crlsls was J. S. Woods-

worth, the membor of Parllament for Wirurlpeg Nonth" Hls

erltlclsms ïrere very forceful and indlcate extreme concern

about the lack of interest in for.ólgn affairs dlspl-ayed by

Canadians generalLy and by the Canad.lan House of Cormrons in
partlcular. ffft ls curlous that although we particfpated

Ln one gneat war and a¡re ln danger of being thrown lnto an-

oth.er, we take no vory aetlve part ln actually dÍscussf.ng

oxternal affalrs.t'l He went on to quote Mr. George Lansbury

l-Canada,
p.675.

fiouse of Comrons Ðebates o Maren. 2, 19õ6,
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hls resignatlon from the leadershl-p of the Laboun Party

the followlng manner;

It l-s ímposslble for me to belleve that
anything good can come out of mass murder'
whether thts ls carrled out by onde:: of a
league of Natlons on by a, sLngl-e natlon.
Evil cannot be swept out of our lives by
evl1; the spirlt of qar carurot be des-
tnoyãa uy raoro war.Z

Thls statement he said he would like to adopt as his own so

that there would be no doubt 1n the mlnd of any Member as to

wb.er"e he stood. \tFhilo he recognlzed that tbe League could

be beneflcial Ln a varlety of fields Lre objected to encour-

aging lt to go to war. ttso vle ought to recognize that the

League of Nations Ln so far as l-t fs an assoclatlon of na-

tLons seeklng to pronote peace, ought to be supported.'u5

Removal of economlc difflcul-ties and social f.nequalitLes

of people throughout the world seemed to hlm to be pnojects

to wbich the League coul-d devote its attention without be-

eomlng embroiled 1n a war.

The Canadlan Eorr¡m, taklng an isolatlonlst posf-tlon,

anguod strongly agalnst placlng Canada Ln a positíon ln

whlch she would beeome embrolled ln a u¡ar as a nesult oî

her membershlp l-n the League of Natlons. Thls journal was

quite erltlcal of the League of Natlons and some of lts

earlier aetlons " In the October lssue it was pof.nted out

that Italy'had. a real- noed fon raw matenLals and thet the

Leaguers efforts stlould be devoted to solving this problem

trÞlg.
3ïold..
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rather than slmply trylng to pnevent Italy fnom solving tt
for herself. At the same tlme they remlnded League suppont-

ers that Italy had attompted to find a peaeeable sol-ution

to her" problems through the League but thts attempt was

blocked by the Canadlan Representatlve at that time, N. ïU,

Rowell. The underlying causes of rvar were economlc accord-

lng to The Forug and, irnless the Ï,eague wes willlng to deal

with. these, thone was no ?rope for its survival-. Thene

geemed to bo no hope that the Canadian Government would

favon League actlon on these economlc problems slnce the

LLberals had. conslstently refused to do anythlng about the

undenlylng economle causes of lntornal problems,

In the sane issue of the Canad.ian Forum tbe oplnf.on

was expressed that the electÍon caüpafgn was reveallng an

rtemphatic publle opfnion againsÈ oun becomlng entangLod tn
a Eunopean warrf . This was so obvious, according to the

editons, that all the pollttcal leaders have been ptaylng

up to 1t" They dld. not deny the existenee of other vlews

þut attrlbuted them mostLy to the efforts of the members of

the League of NatLons Soelety who desirod to ¡¡dnag Canada

lnto war at the heels of the BrLtish Goverrunentf0. Any ap-

peal to the Ld,eallsm of the Loague could. not posslbly carry

much wolght slnee Britafn and France used tho League only

fon thelr own ends. IffLlen sanctlons wer.o suggested. ln the

Slno-Japanese dlspute the Brltish were ln opposltl.on becauso

they desLr.ed the fnlendshlp of Japan ln the Far East but 1n

the case of ïüaly they pushed. sanctionE bocause ltallan
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ambitlons 1n the Red Sea area threatened to complicate

matters for them ln Afrlca as well as pertraps eut the trans-
portatlon route to India. France on the othe:r hand sh.owed.

interest in supportlng the Loague only when the actlon pro-

posed would have the effect of keeplng GermanÍ fn her place.

Canadians, they saldn should support the League only wtren it
beeame effectlve 1n obtainlng al-d for the rhave nottt natlons

from tho tthavetf nattons. It would take tlme for Geneva to

bull-d tfthe nachinery for intennatlonal economlc planningtt

but there was no incllnation amongst Canadlans to glve sup-

port to the League úntlL thls was accomplished. T4o Forug

also recognized that the trade unLon movement u/as anti-
ftallan but clalmed this was due to an "hysteria about

fascism and nazlsmtt whlch bllnded them to the fact that

shooting German and Itallan wor"kers would never prove a

solutlon to the problem.

In the December Lssue of The Forum there was an at-
tempt to deter.mlne what CanadLan for:ef.gn policy was and

what lt would be in the futu:re. Tbis task was compllcated.

by changes ln approaeh by vanlous offlcials and pollticians,
Generally, Bennett and the Conservatives could trave been

expected to basè thelr electlon campaign on loyalty to the

mother country but thls dld not happen" The whole problem

of forelgn affalrs was largely f.gnored by the Congorvatlves

and when 1t was montioned it was the Covenant that was di-s-

cussed. The tlberals, according to Tb.e Forum, also laid
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th.e emphasls upon the League responslbllitl"*.4 The net

effect of this pollcy was to suppont Br'ltlsh fmpenlallsm

beeause Ln speaklng of obligatlons the only ones mentloned

urere sanctf.ons, and no attempt to el-lminate the fundamental

economlc causes of war was suggested. If the league was to

aet e.ffectively ln thls lnstance the preeed.ent would be set

for teague actLon whenever the staüus quo was threatened.

Thls was pneclsely what the Brltlsh Government desl:red the

edltons saLd.

Edltorlal dlscusslon of the RtddelL l-ncid.ent passod.

lt off as being rather unimpontant. The reactlon fn Canada

was descrlbed. as only tfa L1tt1e flunryrr ovêr a statement

whose signiflcance was lthlghly exaggenatedn; After all the

Canadlan Govennment d.ld not say that they were not gofng to
support sanetlons. ït d.id however cause tho Conservatlves

to show thelr true feellngs as they clamored so loudly over

the betnayal of the League and the Empine. 0nLy when the

Emplre was affected dld the Conservatives say anythlng about

the Ïreague. The ConservatLveg ln thls case however had

spoken too soon

had placed then

the announcenent of the Hoare-Laval plan

a very dtfficult posltfon whlctr as a

matter of fact fonced thelr slLenee. The decfsion of King

and løpolnte 1n thle nnatten was consldered by The Forur! ¿s

belng wlse and fn accond. urlth the pollcies of all Canad.ian

Governments slnce the war,. They nrere slnply naktng f.t clear

4
ÍLre evldenee ussd by Thg=EqrUn ln support of thls 1s

drawn from spoeches of RowóIffioe.

as

1n
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that Canada would not become lnvolved mllltarlly tn Europe,

If Mussoltnl retallated to o11 sanctLons by the use of force

and Canad.a had inLtiated them there would have been no al-
ternatlve f or her" but to ttses the war thnougbrl.

Tb.e following nonth the suggestlon was made thaü

Amerlcan pollcy should be more carefully analyzod and glven

greaten atteation and covorage by ühe press. The slrnllarlty
of thts to the pollcy desired by Canadians was strown by the

fallure of the attempt by some people to nwork up excltement

over Mr. Lapolnters supposed desertlon of the League on tLre

questlon of the o11 embargol. The Dafoe eváltlatlon of Cana-

dl-an publle opfnlon was vlewed as entlnely wrong and pnob-

ably arnived at,by Dafoe ttlooking at hlmself ln the mlrrorfro

lifhen'sanctlons hs.d falLed (tn ttre manner fn whleh they

were applled.) and lt had beeome evfdent that they would. be

withdrawn Thg. Forum warned that thfe should not be taken as

reeson for removlng them fnom the Covenant" A great deal

wa.s leanned ln this exBenlment and a gneat deal more could.

harre been done, Economie sanctions could be effeetl-ve lf
they were properly and quickl-y applled. The parllamentany

speech of the Prirae Mlnlster King on June 18, L956, whieh

announced the end of sanetlons was praf.sod as a very clear

expositlon of Canadf.an forelgn poIlcy. It was not to be

interpneted as an Lndlcatlon of Lsolatlonlst pol-1ey but

rather non-Lnterventl.onlst poLf.cy" The alternative was

to follow the recommendatLons of the Freq Pnese whleh ln

the fl.nal analysls was notbing other than llnlng up behind
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ühe Brttlsh Government. The Forum also char-god that Ëhis

was a rådlculous posftf.on for Mr. Ðafoe to hold whlle he was

constantly defending and promotlng the development of Cana-

dlan autonony.

The oplnlons e:cpressed by the Montreal Star are im-

possibLe to categonlze as they lndicate a vacll-latlon be-

tween fsolatlonlsm and Lmperal-Lsm. The Canadlan influenee

rtras judged by that newspapor to be rathen lnsigniflcant and

consequently most of the edltorlal-s were devoted to an analy-

sls of the Brltlsh posiülon durlng the crlsLs.

Early in Jul-y an edltorial was devoted to the dls-
cusslon of the rrlnenedLbl-eff and npreposterousrr f.dea that

some members of the Brltisb CabLnet were propared to rlsk
war. wlth ltaly Just to save the League" A few d.ays later
the editor"s warned against a11ow5.ng ldeallsm to overshadow

one I s better Judgnent. lLle nroeall-smft whleh they off ered as

an al-ternatlve pollcy was of a rrdo nothlngtt nature.

The worLdts great d.emocnacies, the custo-
dlans of freed,om¡ are very wise not to
endanger their safety on thelr prestlge
by undertaklng tasks fan afield wlrlch
they lacE the stnength and coheslon to
PerÍ'orm.5

The atüempüs at conclLLatlon made by the Bnitlsh. and

French gover¡Ìnents were very much welcomed by the edlto::s.

By July 5 they had eoncluded. that BnLtlsh policy was not

dlneeted towa¡rd stopplng Mussollnl fnom gettlng ternitory
but rather toward ttthe hr¡mane purpose of seeurlng for hfua

5!-e--lfiqrr!f"qt-E-!gr, 
Ju1-y ?9 o 19õ5,
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spolls enorfgh to satj-sfy his anbltlons wlthout the bufcher-

ing of thousands of young men on both sides 1n an unnecessary

warrt. The edltors were very hopeful of successful negotla-

tlons si.nce Gnoat Britaln and Franee were both able to exert

conslderable prossure on the Ethioplan Government' Tbe Stan

d.id not ralse the questlon of ttright or lvllotlgn but rather

consf.dered the end. of avoldlng war to jusülfy the use of any

means - even the sacnlfieing of a natlon. fbere appeared to

be only one neal soLutf.on to the problem and that was fon

Brltaln, France and ftaly to dlvid'e the spolls 1n such e way

that Mussolinlls pride could be saved and stil-l not acqui-

esce completely to hls demands. The editors consldered lt

l1kely that Brltlsh diplomaey v¡as being dlrected toward

gettlng the Ethloplan Goverrnment to accept gracefully the

inevitable dlsmembenmenÈ of lts Ernpire"

From Èhe beglnnlng of the crisls The-stqr pLaced no

falth whatsoever in the Leaguo. The suggestlon that an

arms sanctlon shoul-d be lntroduced was deserlbed as rrthe

fareical sort of thf"ng that wooly mlnded ideallsts would

urgelr. The League silnply dld not have the power to pre-

vont war and would trave to be compLetely revamped before

It had thls powor. Sl-nce the time element was extremely

important the worLd would have to netry on Brital-n and France.

The edltors also feared tbat tf the league acted succêes-

ful1y Italy would. be drlven lnto an alLiance wf-th Germany'

They felt also that lt would be dangerous to have the

small- natlons naklng the declsion of whether or not to
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intervene since they would not be ealLed upon to contrlbute

to any armed force

fn the ear"ly stages of the crisls only one edltorlal

was devoted üo a discusslon of Canadars posltlon !n tbe

whole crlsLs, 0n August 16 the edltors consldered that

there was no real danger of war and even lf hostll-ities

dld break out between ftaly and. Britaf.n they worlld be short

l,ived as Brltain could paralyze the Itallan war effort by

closfng the Suez 0ana1. Cs.nadats oblfgatlons seemed. to be

bost descnlbed by l¿urlerls comrnent: ftÏìIhen Brltaln is at

war Canada Ls &t warrt. However, the naturo of a war at

thls tlme would be such tbåt Canada would not be asked to

conürlbute,

As far as Canada Ls coneerned tbe::e is
surely nothlng to d.lecuss. No one thlnks
that a XVonld War l-s lrmtlnent. An Ïtalo-
Brltish war would not call for a slngl-o
compåny of Canadars mfLítia" Llke every
part of the Britlsb Enplre¡ w€ would be
technlcally rtat wanf , but we would pnob-
ably nover know lt.o

The editor"s dlsmissed tbe ldea that if the Leaguo

falLed fn thls case 1t would dlsappear. The hlstory of the

Ieague pnoved that it eouLd survive any nurnber of fallures

even when there w€re as many great natlons outslde the Lea-

gu.e as insl-de. IþLÊtFr found Lt nrost dlsturbing that tbe

Canadlan taxpayer should bs called upon perfodically to
provf-de money to keep such an organizatlon operating.

But lf you lrnaglne a liÈt1e thf.ng llke
that lfallure] w111 lnduce the League

oTbld", August 2!, L9õ5.
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to turn its fino palaces on Lake Geneve
into a tourists hotel- or forego the joy
of froquent fuLl dress parade of a1I the
statesmen of Eunope, you are c?s.zy. The
League w111 stlll be spendlng your money
when the guns of the second. act of 4.rmaged.don
hsve broken 1n on anothor cocktall party at
whfch swaLlow talled delegates wlll be patch-
lng up a formula to guarantee to muzzl-e Mussolini
or tramstnlng Hitlen.

lJ$hen the lapolnte statement was made The StaË observed

that lt was an atternpt by the Government to cater to publlc

oplnion whlch opposed Tì¡ar.

The ldea of war 1s not populan fn the
eountry and the Adninistration is at
palns to show that ln lts adheronce to
the League proposals non-pt"ovocatlve
sanctlons only ane contemplated with no
llkelihood of milltary meåsurês, aþ least
wf thout the eonsent of Par"llament.7

The edltons consfdoned that thls statement had been very

necessary because everywhene the o11 proposal was beLng re-
fer.rad üo es the Canadian p::oposal. fhey scoffed at the

idea t]:at Dr. R1ddel1 would make such a suggestion as a hoÍr-

ber of the Commlttee of Elghteen onJ_y and. not as a represen-

tative of Canada.

Ttrey were not inte:reeted in Dr" Rlddellrs
personal oplnion. They wented to lanow
what Canada thought and they had every, rlght to lnfer thåt Canad.ats reprosenta-
ÈLve Ln Geneva wouLd not speak on so vLtal
& subject wLthout havipg pneviously eon-
sulted hls governmenù.o

Ttre whole lneident showed that Canada had not taken serlous-,

1y enough her obllgatlons ln the League and had not been

7
&!9. , December ?, 1955.

8rbr.d..
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careful ln selectlng trer delegates. llihen such a crisis, was

under dlscussion a morê authorltative representatlve should

have been sent.

No subondÍnate should. be allowed to speak
for us on an lssue that couLd concelvabLy
lead to wan. ft ought to be a Mlnlster
of the Crown ln consÈant consultatLon with
hls colleagues. Thls rtoll blunderr! mlght
easlly have put Canada 1n a posltlon where
she must þve entered a Trar ln Europe over
Ethlopla . v

lffhen tbe Hoare-IavaL plan was made public lhe Star

viewed lt as a compromlse peace and consldened lt a worthy

proposal though they nealized it was a method, of mafn-

talnlng pôace, whleh would probably not bo acceptable to

many.

Taktng ln the whole pf-cture, the slneere
and single-minded frlends of peace - who
are not weddod. to any particular method of
achieving-lt - nay well nthank God and take

- couragetf .lu

On December l-7 The Star exprêssed pLeasure that another cnl-
sls had been passed and thougb the Hoare-Laval proposals

had had few frlends 1t had served lts purpose and coul-d now

be thrown i-nto dlscard"

The Queþec Ctlronlcle-TeLegraph was quLck tn cond.emning

ftaly for bor threats agalnst Ethlopla and contlnued to do

so throughout the crlsls. Some hope rvas expressed that the

League would be ab1.e to brLng ltaly lnto Ilne but this de-

pended, ln theln vlew almost ontlreLy upon what Brltlsh

rbld..
torold., 

December ll , !gg5.
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actlon would be ln the League. The odltors perlodically
talked about the neeessity of avoldlng war at al1 costs.

The possiblllty was ralsed that Ethtopia rntght beeome a

League Protectonate and the only justlflcatlon requf.rod for
such actlon was th,at lt would trkeep the peacen. When oLl

sanctlons were dfscussod the chronlcle-Teleg]napþ necognÍ-zed

that this gneatly lnereased the danger of q¡ar. A number of
refor'ences wer?e made to the fact that the oLl proposal was

lnltiated by Dr" Rfddell but no crlttcism appeared untll
after the r,apointe statement. rf theln d.eslre was to avold.

wan at any costs it seens strange that this move dfd not

come under flre ea¡,lLe¡1.

The repudl.atlon of Riddell was recognlzed as betng

very ad.vantageous for rtalyf s propagande campalgn. rt cor¡.ld

be used to indlcate a 'trift f.n Errpine unlty and. the begln-
nlng of dlfferenoes emong Loague memberstr and thís was êx-

actly what Fascist propaganda had been trylng to brf.ng about.

Neventheless the edltors bell-eved trl-n a worrd sense the

stand of canada ls not vltalLy lnportant one way or anotherrt.

The nepudiatlon was eonsidered to have been the eorrect
move for the tane.dlan Government since canada was not read.y

to go to war with rtaly and would not be d.r¡rectly aoncerned.

ln an oll embargo. Thls dld not alter the stand taken

earlier. by the Canad.lan Government.

The Actlng Mlniste¡- of External Affairs
h"g not repu.diated the stand prevlously
taken by Prlme MinLster Klng 1n accepti.ng
Canadlan responslbllfty fo:r the declslon
of the League to f-mprove economlc sanctions.
He he.s mereJ.y defined the posf.tlon of the
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Canadian Government wlth respect to the
lnftiatlve assumed- by' {ts rêpresentatlve
wtthor¡t instruetiolts . tt

The edl-tors also consldered. that the Canadlan people general-

ly appnoved of the nclarlficatlontt of the Canadlan stand and

whlle Canada had certaln dutles to penfonm slnce she was e

League member Lt was best to a1low the langer natlons to

take the l.ead.

The Canadlan people eentefnly do not wlsh
to be dnawn lnto any forelgn war and Mr.
Lapolnte 1s to be con¡rendod for havlng
cleared tbls country of a responsibll-lty
thene was no need for lt to take and which
ml-gbt tend to expose lt dangerously. As a
League member.r. Canada doubtless has to co-
operate 1n the appllcation of economl-c
sanctlons. But it ls for mone lntenested
and more poworfuL r¡ations to take the leaçl.,
and bear the brunt of speclff-c proposals.Lã

Support for the lrapolnte statement came then from

paclflsts and also some people, wtro whlle not paclflsts,

were, nost anxlous to avoid hostlll-ties ln thls case. Both

þe Montreal Star and the Q,uebec Chrgnlclg-Telegrgrph fit

into tbls latter category. Netther newspaper did a very

effectlve job of Justlfytng lts posltlon. The Can+dlan

Forum on the othen Ìrand polnted to an alternative pollcy

(removlng economlc causeg of war) as a solutlon not only

to the ftalo-Ethlopian problem but also as â mettrod of

settllng slmilar diffLcul-ties that nlght arise ln the

future.

l1'-The Quebec Chnonicle-Telegraph, Decembet 4t 1955.
1Q
ÃÞrr. -

l_ 0Lcl.
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CHAPTER VTÏ

coNcLusroNs

Canadian Government actLon ln the Ïtalo-Ethlopian

crfsls met with a varled reaction on the part of varlous

groups wlthin the country. There can be no doubt that re-

gand.less of the nature of the polley settled upon by tbe

Canadian Govennment lt would have alienatod a considerablo

segment of the eLectorate. It is the opinion of the author

that the patterns estabLished ln Canadian forelgn pollcy

Brore on tho way to being broken durlng Septemberr October

and November of 1935 and. thls caused. enough of an uproar

to promote a return to a ttdo nothlngtt pollcy on the part

of the admlnistration. The uproar caused by the Lapointe

statement was largely unexpoeted and on several occasions

later Pnime Minisüen Kf-ng found hlmsel-f attemptl.ng to ox-

plaln thig action. lit/hlle the suppont for the forelgn

poLlcy of King-Lapolnte eame fnom across th.e country

(letters to the editor ln varlous newspapers reveal this)
the only str.ong support ca.ne from the province of Quebec.

Newspapers 1n thts provlnce had f,or some ttme shown friend-
llness toward the Itallan cause and had been crltical of

any Canadlan support for the League attempt at curblng

Italy. It ls reasonable to conclude then that lf the
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repudlatlon of Dr:. Riddell was based on polltical motlves

Lt was an attempt of the Llberals to cater to Quebee--prob-

ably on the assumption that the objections from the rest of

Canada would not be too vociferous.

There ls of course a possibllity that there was no

politlcal motLve lnvolved in the declsion to lssue a stato-

ment. However, had thls been the case, it seems moro 1lke1y

that the clar"lficatlon would have been made by Dr. Rlddell

hlmself. Ono blographer of Prime Mlnlsten King was con-

vÍneed that the decision was polltlcally motivaÈed. Hig

statement neads as follows: rtKing was thinking only of

votes. The Eühlopian crlsls could not have touched Canad.a

at a worse moment. o1 A slmllar opinion was held by both

N. W. Rowell and. J. 1l[. Ðafoe as can be seen by tbelr re-

actlon to the Lapolnte statement and thein pnotest to the

Government which have been descrlbed eanl1er.2 ft ls eues-

tionable that the pollcy followed was the most desirable

from the point of vlew of ensurlng votes but thls writer

believes that it becamo a polltically wlse move wlth the

annou.ncemont of the Hoare-Lava1 peace plan.

Another posslble explanation for the actlon is thât

ít was the lnfluence of the penmanent elvll service and

especlalLy the influence of Ðn. 0. D. Skelton. Corìmunlca-

tlons between N. VU. Rowell and O. D" Skelton, whÍch were

18"r.,"u Hutcbison, The I4cqedlblo- -Qanad.lan, (Tononto¡
Longmans Green and Co., ffi

?S"u Chapter ïïï.
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dlscussed earliern glve some welght to this ùheory but 1f

Dr. Skeltonts lnfluence was so great and he was convinced

that Canadafs role was not to lead, it seems strange that

there was such a delay ln maklng publlc a repudiatLon. It
ls Dr. Rlddellfs bellef that tho suggestlon for the announce-

ment dld not origlnate wftb O, D. Skolton. Ilowever, thero

i.s lfttle doubt thaü Dr. Skelton was 1n agneement with the

decislon and recognized the necesslty of such a statement

to satisfy publle oplnlon 1n quebec.S

Slnce the d.eclsion was basl-cally pol-1tlcal the ques-

tion arises as to whether on not an alternaËivo pol1cy would

not have been more in accond with tbe desires of the Cana-

dlan people, One of the problems faeed in reachlng a de-

cislon on thls matter. is that forelgn affal-rs did not sêem

extremely lmpontanü to Canadlans ln the mldst of the de-

presslon. Added to thls fact was Ln apparont attempt ln
Parllament to llmlt diseusslon of matters 1n thls fleld.
Both J. S. IÃloodsworth and J. UI. Daf oe eomplained of the lack

of lnterest ln thls matter. One wrlter suggested thet thls
was a very carefully directed pollcy"

Because they do not Ìanow whlch way Canadlan
publle opinion may Ju¡np, our3 politlclans,
with characterlstic unhenolc cautlon, aro
dolng theÍr best to avoid any publlc dis-
cueslon of the subJeet.=

5Intervlew wlth Dr. Rlddell, June
4-F. H. Underhill, ItPar"llament and.

Caqe{lqq Foqq4r June 1956.

24, 1956.

Forelgn Poltcytt,
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A simÍlar belief was expressed by F. H. Soward though he

bel-ieved. that the crlsls had. aroused some people to take an

interest in such matters.

Meanwb.lle the tntensification of the crlsis
1n lnternatlonal affalrs has aroused canadlans
from thelú splendld tndlfferonce to an un-
comfortable awareness that the policy of d¡:ift
may have lts dangers. So fan lt kras been l.eft
to a few, raainly-ln academlc clrcl-es and journal-
lsm to volce thetr oplnlon ln an effort to
arouse, if not to crãate, Canadlan oplnlot.5

IIe went on to suggest tbat the indlfference was due' åt

least Ín part, to the behavlor of Canadlan pol1tical leaders

who had. maÍntalned. Ita cotlsplracy of sllencelt.

In so far as oplnlons were exprêssed on the subj ect of

the ftalo-Ethloplan crlsls, this wnlter bel-leves thåt they

lndlcate a far stronger suppont fon a policy of backlng the

League than for the pollcy fo]Iowed. Newspaper editonials

show that most of the Engllslr newspapers were either ftrm

supporters of the ieague or firn supporters of strengthenlng

and maintalning the Briti-sh Conmlonwealth. Some of those

falling in the latter category had no falth whatsoever in

the League as an instrument for malntainlng peace but never-

the less, they $tere opposed to the actlon taken by the Cana-

dian Governmenb in repudlatlng Dr. Riddell because tlrey saw

|t as weakenlng of the Britlsh Commonwealth. UnÈll the

announcement of the Hoare-Laval plan these people wenelanx-

ious to promote sanctl-ons bellevlng this to be in accord

with Brltish pollcy"

5F. H. Soward, tt0anada and. Forelgn Affairslf , Cana4ian
Eistgrlcal Eevl-eg, June 19õ6
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Iflllrat then caused the ad¡olnlstratlon to make a pollti-

cal decision whlch all-enated large sectons of the populatlon?

This resulted at least partly from tlre underestlmatlon of ttre

power and. extenü of League suppont and partly from a rather

well organlzed pnessuro placed on Lapolnte. Henri Bourassa

was awar€ that great pressures wene put on Lapolnte by vani-

ous gt:oups in Quebec and that thls was lntenslfled by the

aetlons of the ïtallan Consul ln Montreal-.6 It |s qulte

true that pressures came from elsewhere for an essentlally

lsolatlonlst pollcy but these would not have þeen pol1tl-

eally very slgnf-f icant.

The general pattern of Canadian pollcy ln the fteld

of external relatlons prlor to thLs trad been to avold when-

ever possiblo boeonlng commltted to any deflnlte actl-on and

whenevon possible to extend Canadian autonomy. Thls is per-

haps understandable when one considers that any decision

would result in crltLclsm fnom some polltically si.gnlficant

group. HoweveT., lt was most unfortunate that Canada chose

suctr a crucial tlno to make her announcement concernlng the

o11 proposal. It l-s lmpossible to determine what the fate

of the o11 sanetlons proposel would have been lf this do-

clslon had not been rnade; nor is 1t possible to determlno

what the results ruoul-d have been if the proposal bad been

acceptod.; but whatever would. have happened' Canada must

confess to weakening the teague of Natl-ons at a very

6Ir, *r, intervlew wlth Dr.
thls wrÍter was told that Henri
Rlddell of thls l"n Geneva '

Riddell, June 24' L956,
Bourassa had tol-d Dr.
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crucial moment in its history. There is no doubt that the

situation would have been more difflcult for LavaL and who-

ever else deslretl bo rlelay r¡Íl sanctL,rns if the Lapolnte

statement had not been made. Nor fs there any doubt that

Canada could have had greater lnflùonce on Brltlsh pollcy

tf she had krad a deflnlte poliey of hen owlì" Tb.e contLnued

fallure of Canadlan Governments to provide leadershfpr ln

the creatlon of opinions 1n the field of foreign policy,

1n an attempt to avofd splitting the country actually had

the opposlte effect. Had the Klng-Lapolnte admlnfstnation

joined forces wlth Dafoe, Rowe1l, Coyne and. others it Ls

llkely that League support would h.ave been great onough to

offset the somewhat artlfleial Quebee influence. The fail-

ure of leaders?rlp not only had very unfortunate cons€quonces

ln world affalrs and League of Natlons activlties but also

falled to produce the d.eslred. effeet 1n Canada.
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