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ABSTRACT

It is the íntention of this thesis to examine a system of educatíon

whích does not achieve the expectations of eíther its students, or the edu-

cators r¿ho are in direct contact wíth Ëhese students. The specific refer-

ence area for this study is the community of Split Lake, Manitoba. An

examination of the historical and cultural influences of the Hudson's Bay

Company, the Department of Indian Affairs, the Medical Services Branch and

the Anglícan Church are also íncluded. The approach ís generally chronolo-

gical.

A discussion of the Swampy Creers religíous beliefs and social his-

tory before l{híte contact ís first presented. The emphasis of the narrative

shifts to the impact and influence of the four major social institutions on

the communíty. An examínation of the reserve, as it exisLs today, is also

included, to outline and assess the problems facing the educators in Sp1ít

Lake. A study of the hopes and aspirations of the residents of Split Lake

is also undertaken. Projectíon and analysis is made as to Lhe role of edu-

cation ín resolving these problems.

There are many problems facing Split Lake, but it ís c1aímed in this

thesis that many can be resolved through an improved and more effective sys-

tem of education.

l- l_
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTTON

The Topic

A Social and Cultural Study of Splít Lake, Manitoba, with Special

Emphasís on Educatíon.

The Problem

NorËhern communities such as Split Lake are faced with díffículties

arisíng from their ísolated location, lack of natural resources, and from

cultural backgrounds and attítudes held by and about their fndian inhabi-

Ëants. In most northern communities, only limited types and amounts of

secondary industry are viable, so meagre earníngs are eked out of depletable

resources. As a result of physical location, the necessitíes of life are

more expensive than they would be in any oËher location. Despite these

problems, the elders of SplíË Lake believe that theír children can improve

their well-being if they receive greater educatíona1 opportunity.l Ptorrí-

díng greaËer equality of opportunity ín the educatíon field is, however, a

very dífficult task. It is particularly challenging in northern Indian

settlements, where both the avaílabí1íty and the relevancy of educatíon

are beíng questioned. The desÍres of the Indíans themselves regarding edu-

catíon have been clearly stated by the Natíonal Indian BroËherhood as

follows:

Our aim is to make educatíon relevant to the phílosophy and needs of
the Indian people. I^Ie want educatíon to give...a strong sense of
identíty, with confídence in their personal worth and ability. I,rIe

believe ín education:



as a preparatÍon for total líving,

as a means of free choice of r¿here to live and work,

as a means of enabling us to partí-cipate ful1y ín our ov¡n

socíal, economi.c, polÍtical and educational advancement.

T¡Ie do not regard the educaËional process as an reither-orr
operation. tr{e muçt have the freedom to choose among many optÍons
and alternatives.2

These educatíona1 objectives are very closely related to the desires of

most educators, but such an educaËion, unfortunately, has not been provided

in Split Lake., or in northern Indian communities generally.

Purpose. of the Study

The main purpose of thís s.tudy ís to anal-yze a system of education

whÍch does not achieve the expectations of either its students, parents or

the teachers who are in direct contact with these students. The specific

reference area for this study is the community of Split Lake.

This study will be a historícal account of the influence of reli-

gíous, political, commercíal, and social factors on the educaËional devel-

opmerlt of the Split Lake reserve where, in the past 150 years, education

has been controlled successively by the Indian adults, missionaries, and

the DeparËmerit of Indian Affairs.

fmportancê of the Study

Many university instructors and classroom teachers do not receíve

exposure to, and th.erefore are not always aware of, the situations and

circumstances thaË face a northern educator. They are seldom avrare of

the cultural processes of the people who live in these communities. Hope-

fully, by refle,cËÍng on the problerq i.dentified ín this study, the teacher

of the northern secËor will gain some i-nsíght into the conditions which



are about to confront him. fnstructors who wílI never be exposed to such

circumstances should be able to apply the insíghts gleaned from this study

to their ovm classroom sítuations.

Another aim and value of this studlz is to ar'al-yze and assess Ëhe

imporËance of the roles played by the Church, the Hudsonrs Bay Company,

the Department of fndian and NorËhern Affaírs, and the Medícal ServÍces

Branch in the development of the Split Lake community, particularly as they

relate dÍrectly and indirectly to education.

Procedure

Chapter l--an íntroduction to the Ëhesís is provided in this chapter.

Consíderation ís separaËely given to the outline of contents, purpose' impor-

tance, methodology, Sources, limitations, and definitions of terms.

Chapter II--a review of relaËed available 1íterature ís included.

Chapter IIf--an anthropological analysís and social history of the

I^loodlands Indians, primarily the Swampy Cree, and their settlement patterns'

are provided. This profile will consider the necessary background against

r"¡hich the communityrs and the peoplef s ancestry may be viewed from pre-

European contact up to the fírst tr¿o decades of Ëhe tr¿entieth century.

Chapter IV--an overview is provided of the political, economic,

and social structures of Split Lake. This section íncludes a study of

various ínstítutions--the Anglican Church, the Hudson's Bay Company, the

Department of Indian Affairs, the Medical Branch' and the school. An

assessment is made of their importance to the development of Split Lake.

Chapter V--Split Lake today. The physical nature of the reserve

is described, including a housing comparison. The Indian Act and the local

governmenË are treaËed in Ëhis chapter. Information obtained from inter-



vier¡/s v/ith natives is also presented.

Chapter VI--assessment of the problems facing the educational insti-

Ëution ín Split Lake today.

Chapter VII--the major physical, economic, social and educatíonal

corrcerns facing the community of Split Lake are analyzed.

Chapter Vlll--this final section of the Ëhesís again points to the

hopes and aspiratíons of the residenËs. Projection and analysís are made

as Ëo the role of education in resolving these problems.

Appendix A--Anglican Church Correspondence.

Appendix B--Department of Indían AffaÍrs and NorËhern Development

Correspondence.

Appendix C--Hudsonr s Bay Company Correspondence.

Appendix D--summary of the Indian Posítion on Education, as pre-

sented by the Manitoba Indian Brotherhood.

Appendix E--The Churchill River Diversion Project. A brief summary

of a government newsletter is presenËed.

Appendix F--Five Year Plan for Educatíon in Split Lake.

Appendíx G--Source Newspaper Articles.

Appendix H--Teacher Interviews--Transcrípt.

Appendix I--Resídent Interviews--Transcript.

Appendix J--Treaty //5 and Adhesions.

Methodology and Sources

The primary source material for this study was found ín: the :Manitoba

ProvÍncial Archives; the Public Archives of Canada; the Hudsonrs Bay Company

Archives; those of the Anglican Church Diocese ín Kenora; the Department of

Tndian and Northern Affairs, Thompson; the Medical Branch, Thompson; and the



Split Lake community members and ínstitutions. Other primary material was

gathered by personal ínterviews with hunters, fishermen, tradesmen, and

teachers who live ín the communiLy.

Secondary sources have also been consulted. Subject books include

those on the Swampy Cree, education of minoritíes, ethnícíty, and northern

education. Published studies and journal artícles have also been consulted.

Limitatíons

This sËudy is liuríted to a brief historical and cultural study of

Sp1ít Lake. No attempt is made to provide a detailed analysis of all the

contributions of the exËernal forces on the communíty over approximately two

hundred years.

OËher limitations result maín1y from the lack of primary and secon-

dary resource materia1-. In addition, interviews with elders of the Split

Lake Band had to be conducted Ëhrough an interpreter because they could

converse fluently only in Cree r^rhereas the author speaks only English. This

indirect method of communicatíon undoubtedly detracts to a degree from the

accuracy of the information gathered in thís survey.

Definitíon of Terms

Some special-Ízed Ëerms will be used inthe study and it was there-

fore decided to define the main ones at this point.

Annuity--The term refers to a sum of money guaranteeed payable

annually over a set period of time, or for the life of the annuitant.3

Dry Reserve--A reserve is designated dry when the decísion has been

reached by the Chief and Councíl to keep it free of alcoholic íntoxicants.

Enfranchíse--This term denotes "...to set free (as from slavery,

prison, or obligation); 2: to endow with a franchise: admit to the prí-



vileges of a freeman or citÍzen; 3: to admit (a town or

privíleges: give poliËical ríghts to (a to\,m or city)....

city) to political

,r5

Enfranchisement--This term irnplies "...the releasing from slavery

or custody; b: admissíon to the freedom of a corporation or body politic."6

fndian Act--The standard regulations and privíleges governing the

Indians of Canada are stipulated by the Government of Canada in the Indian

Act.

Band--This term denoËes "...â body of Indians, a: for whose use and

benefít in common, lands, the 1egal title to which ís vested in Her Majesty,

have been set aparL before, on or after the 4th day of September 1951;

b: for whose use and benefit in common, moneys are held by Her Majesty; or

c: declared by the Governor in Council to be band for the purposes of thís

Act..."7

RehabilítaËion Phase--A term coíned by L. Mason to describe the
a

efforËs of the Europeans to assísË the now culturally dependent Indians."



Footnotes

1_*See the transcripts of interviews, Appendíx I.
2-National IndÍan Brotherhood, Indían Control of IndÍan Education

(Ottawa: National Indian Brotherhood, 1972), p. 3.

?"Paraphrased from Life fnsurance Law and Terms, CLU Course Material,
Life Underwriterrs Association of Canada, L976.

lL-InlebsËerf s Seventh New Collegíate Dictionary, 7967.

a-'Ibid., p. 275.

6r¡r¿.

7rrrdr"r, Act, R.S., c. L4g, s. 1, p. 4249.
o
"Mason, Leonard, The Swampy Cree: A Study ín Acculturation (Ottawa:

Queenrs Printer and Controller, L967), p. B.



CHAPTER II

A REVIEI^] OF RELATED L]TERATURE

Anthropology

There are a number of studies available dealíng with the anthropo-

logical background of the Swampy Cree. One valuable study consulted was

Robert Surtees'. The Original People, which deals specífica11y with the

artívaL of Europeans in North America and the effect of them on the life-

style of the Indians, both dírectly and indirectly. He identifies and

discusses three maín catalysts for change, namely, the introduction of

horses, fÍrearms, and the establíshment of the fur trade.l This work v¡as

useful ín the preparatíon of Chapter III.

Díamond Jenness, author of The fndians of Canada, overvie¡¿s the

varíous Tndían tribes of Canada. This work ís rather sketchy and dated,

but an attempt was made to provide a degree of detail'2

Leonard Mason, author of The Swampy Cree: A Study in Acculturation,

traces the social and cultural history of the Swampy Cree. His vívid des-

criptions of these unique people add lífe to his study. He traces their

development from pre-European conLact to the mid-twentíeth century. Thís

book contains the most accurate source material available and is invalu-

able to anyone conducting an investigation into the Swampy Cree Natiot".3

Mason's work formed the model for the third chapter of this thesís'

Another work, by Palmer Patterson, The Canadian Indian: A History

Since 1500, ouËlines many of the cultural changes undergone by the Indians



since 1500. According to the author, politícs have been a major factor ín

these cultural shifts. He traces attempts to assimílate the Indian into

Euro-CanadÍan culture. The plight of the Indían people is compared to that

of other aboriginal groups around the world. The author outlines the move

of the Indian from a position of autonomy in 1500 to one of cultural and

economic subservience today. It is an extremely well-documented account of

the IndÍants hisËory in Canada.4

Arthur Ray provides a thorough, yet concíse, account of the Cree and

Assiniboine Indians who 1Íved in the area lying south\¡resE of the Hudson Bay.

He traces the migration of these Indíans and their life-styles from 1660 to

1870. Numerous maps and díagrams are ínc1uded, emphasizing points and de-

monstrating adaptations made by these natives. He elaborates on such points

as Ëribal distribution, food sources, and the rnajor trading areas. These

maps greatly aid the readerts comprehension of this period in history. It

ís a very helpful and well-researched book.5

Jean Trudeau, in his dissertatíon, Culture Change Among the Swampy

Cree IndÍans of l^Iinisk, Ontario, provídes an extremely detailed social and

cultural study of a tribe of Swampy Cree who live near the southr¡est coasE

of Hudson Bay. Trudeau traces the changes in life-style from the Mínimal

Contact Phase, through the Sustained Contact Phase, to the Maxímum Contact

Phase. ThÍs well-written work should be used as a standard source Ín the

study of cultural adaptations, and was found indispensable in the third

chapter of this study.6

The writer found George Químby's work a very valuable study. This

collection of essays, enËitled, fndian CulËure and European Trade Goods,

traces the hístory of the Indians of the Great Lakes region. The major
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topic of the

of this area,

book ís the influence whích the French had upon the Indians

7

History of Socíal Institutíons

An important journal concerned wÍth the hÍstory of the Hudson Bay

Company ís The Beaver. This monthly publication is considered the base

resource for any study of the Hudson Bay Lowlands area. It is generally

quite he1pful, but must not be assumed to be totally accurate. fn my re-

search, I have found discrepancies and one or t\.^ro errors; therefore, this

source must be used judiciously.S

E. E. Rich, ín The Fur Trade and the Northr^rest to 1857, traces the

development of the fur trade in Canada from Cartier until f857. Lriell-

written, factual and well-organízed, it traces, in chronological order,

the growth of the fur trade from the mouth of the St. Lawrence north Lo

the Hudson Bay, and \^rest to the Rockies and the Pacific. The explorers

and their various exploraËions are discussed in detai1.9

Contemporary Issues

The Indian: AssimílatÍon, InËegratíon, or Separation? by R. Bowles,

J. Hanley, B. Hodgíns, and G. Rawlyk, is an anthology of articles, opinions,

and government documents. The subject of this anthology is the life-style

and social positÍon of the Indían ín Canada tod"y.10

Another useful anthology is entitled Conflicts of Culture: Problems

of Developmental Change Among Ehe Cree, edited by Norman Chance. This

anthology compríses seven separate papers. The fndían subjects are the

Cree of northern Ontario and Quebec. The subject matter involves assimila-

tion, education presently being received, and occupations presently held
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by IndÍan populations in the Lhite ".tltrrt..11
Harold Cardinalrs book, The Unjust Society, The Tragedy of Canadats

Indíans, provides a unique approach to contemporary issues. Cardína1 does

not appear concerrred with what the Tndian could do about his 1ot. Instead,

he laments that the Indian has been oppressed by government bureaucrats and

the l^Ihíte Man in general. He feels a strong disregard for human rights has

taken place in the past, is happening in the present, and l.¡ill take place

in the future. His primary concern, however, appears to be rrrhat has hap-

pened in the past. The book does not prove extremely helpful for anyone

ínteresËed in obtaining factual information, but does provide one Indianrs
1?

por-nt oï vr-e\'J.

A somewhat dated buÈ relevant doctoral díssertatíon written by H.

Hoffmann ín L957, Assessment of Cultural Homogeneity Among the James Bay

Cree, deals wíth the Cree Indians around James Bay. Hoffmann spent a sum-

mer gatheríng data at several settlements in Ehe James Bay area, and in one

of these communiËies he was able to make a detailed study of both the Cree

and Eskimo cultures. The major value of his study is the cultural data he

amassed on emotional reactíons, as they relate to cultural behavior. The-

matic Apperceptíon Test plates (TAT), developed for use with Amerícan

Indians, \^7ere used. His use of personal interviews is partícularly effec-

.13tr_ve.

An interesting book by Robert Jamieson, A Revíew of Indian Educatíon

in North AmerÍca, is a fairly recently published account

cesses and failures of various educational programs that

ted in the Uníted StaLes and Canada. These programs are

Èhe primary and secondary school 1.t"1r. 14

of some of the suc-

have been ímplemen-

anaLyzed at both
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A most valuable publícatíon, cited by the wríter quíte extensively

throughout this thesis, is l^lahbung. inlritten and publÍshed by the Manitoba

Indian Brotherhood, it is a comprehensive staLement on the mistreatment of

the Manitoba Indians, presented from the viewpoj-nt of thÍs Indian organíza-

Ëion. ThÍs r¡ork is well-researched and extremely easy to read. It covers

topics which include treaties, the Indian Act, culture, housíng, education,

social development, and reserve go-r.trr*urrt.15

Margaret Mead deals specifi-cally with culture change caused by in-

creasing contact with a dominant society in her book, Culture and Commitment.

The author discusses three stages of development Ín the advancement of a

culture: Pre-figurative, Post-Figurative, and Configurative. Although the

concepts are interesting, Ëhey are rather terse and vague. It is extremely

díffícult to formulate a general description of the learning process based

upon studÍes conducted on only a few aboriginal tribes. Because of these

forced generalizations, this book was not found to be as useful as it might

16have been.

A study undertaken by Underwood, Mclennan and Associates Ltd., en-

Ëitled Community Study of Split Lake Indian Reserve, \^ras conducted in L966.

It provides a very general and somewhat superficíal view of the reserve,

and therefore was only of lirnited use for thís study.17

Another source concerning contemporary issues is WillÍam i^luttuneers

book, Ruffled Feathers (I97L). Itluttunee is a Canadian lawyer, and this book

presents his views on the integration of the Indían into Canadian society.

He has been criticízed by many Indían groups in Canada. He has also been

banned from many Canadían reserves, including the one on which he r¿as raised.

I^Juttunee puts forward some interesting insights into the problems facing the
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Indian today. tlis viewpoint could best be summarized by stating that the

fndian must assume more control over hís own destiny. If this is to be

accomplished, he must also assume greater responsibilÍty for hÍs leaders'

.18actl-ons.

Henry Zentner's book, The Indian ldentíty Crísis, contaíns essays

on contemporary Tndian issues. One of the basic concepts coinmon to al1 of

the essays ís the assimílation process, and how it is affecting todayrs

Indian. Except for the introductÍon, this book is informative and easy

t9reaclang.

Miscellaneous

GLazer and luloynÍhan compiled an excellent, scholarly reference

anthology of several essays entít1ed Ethnicity: Theory and Experience

(L975). This book is one of the best research pieces avaÍlable for the

study of the mechanisms of cultural adaptation, progress and change ín

a multi-ethnic situation.20
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CHAPTER III

ANTHROPOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL ANALYSIS

OF THE SI^IAI"ÍPY CREE

IL is the purpose of this chapter to províde a brief cultural study

of the Swampy Cree Indians. It is felt that this study will help provide

insight into many of the present day problems which face these people and

theír attíLudes tor,rards them. The best model of the cultural development

i-s developed by Leonard Mason and ít has been used in this chaPter.

There have been four major dívisions in the cultural evolution of

the present day resídents of Split Lake. The first period, or pre-contact

phase, \^ras characterized by migration and subsisLence. The fur trade r,¡ith

the Europeans T.ùas the catalyst for the next phase, that of intermíttent

cont.act. A great economic boom \,/as experienced by both races during the

period. The numbers of fur-bearing animals began, however, to decrease

rapidly duríng the next phase, thaË of sustained contact. This period was

comparable to a depressíon. The fourth has been the rehabilitatíon Process

(according to Mason) instigated by the trdhite Man. Thís phase spawned the

existence of such measures as the treaty and reserve system.

Pre-Contact

Religious Beliefs

The indígenous religion

three main categoríes: theistic

ing observances. These beliefs

of the Swampy Cree can be divided into

beliefs, shamanistÍc practices, and hunt-

and attÍtudes formed an íntegral part of

I6
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Swampy Cree life for centuríes, if not millennia. Today, most Swampy Cree

formally adhere to the Christian religion, but many of their present social

and cultural attitudes stem from these almosL forgotten first be1íefs.

The theistic belíevers 'üIorshipped a supreme being, Man'to or Kice

Man. He was considered master of al1 1ífe and oürrler of all things. Sur-

prísingly enough, however, research has shown that there r¡/ere no elaborate

rituals to praíse hÍm. He was a toËally benevolent god; a trait not found

Ín most religious deíties. He would not harm the Indian, and therefore

there \,/as no need for such rituals. He was considered an excellent inter-

mediary when prayer to lesser beings had been fruitless. Thís god has been

equated with the sun by some auËhorities, but this theory has not been sub-

stantiated.

I^Iith kitchí manítu the zenith, the beíng in the nadir posítíon was

matci maníLu. His evil brought all forms of ill fortune to the Cree. E1a-

borate sacrífices were made at dífferent tímes of the year to appease hím.

These were closely related to the functions of daily or seasonal lÍfe.

The beliefs of the Swampy Cree \,rere not restricted to these opposite

extremes. One of the major malevolent gods vras the much feared witiko, best

described as "anthropomorphíc spirits v¡hích f1y through the night, breathÍng

flame, in an eternal search of víctíms to satisfy a craving for human

flesh. "1 The need for this god stems from the fact Ëhat canníbalism r¡/as not

unheard of amongst the Cree during the 1ong, cold wínters. Those who suc-

cumbed to this practice were believed to take on wiËiko personalities, and

would be killed on sight if it r¿as believed they míght regain their craving

for human flesh.

The Cree version of the tgrim reaper'T^ras pahkuk, Ëhe angel of
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death. Another night-wínged ereature, he r,+as warded against by small hand-

fashioned eff.így dolls r¿hich the Indians carried around with them. Accord-

ing to Mason, the Indíans believed that Ëhey would be able to see the spiríts

of deceased Indians dancÍng in the night. ft was also common practice to

bury many of a man's possessions wíth hím. Their be1íef also included a land

of plenty if the man's life had been just, but, had he done evi1, he was sen-

tenced to a lífe of torment.

Another group of spirits had to be appeased and their benedícËion

sought whenever the Indian raras to undertake a journey. These were the manítu-

wuk, who were primarily in charge of the elements of water (ín all forms found

on earth) and the aÍr.

The Swampy Cree also enacted many ceremonies throughout the year.

Mason states that no one has been able to tell if these ceremonies \¡/ere truly

celebratíons, or if they did indeed have a very strong religÍous basis.2

Shamanístic riËuals among the Swampy Cree \¡Iere common. The most

common purpose r¡/as preventative medicine. A curse could, however, be evoked.

There r¡ras a degree of fear between the Shamans and the Indians themselves,

which is understandable when one considers the power which the Shamans held

over the natives.

Beliefs held by the Sr^rampy Cree concerníng hunting observances were

based on the fact that anímals were endowed with supernatural spirits. Those

anímals responsible for the Indíansr exístence, food, and clothing v¡ere Ëhe

major subjects of many of the myths of the Líme. They spoke, according to

the myths, quíte frequently wíth their friends, the Cree. Further, these

creatures did not apprecÍate beíng spoken about, and therefore, these sto-

ries could only be Ëold duríng the wínter monËhs, late at night, when their
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spírits r¡rere asleep and could not hear.3

Life-Style

The physícal envíronment primaríly dictated the way of life of the

Swampy Cree, especíal1y ín pre-contact times. The area in which they 1Íved

T^7as riot suited t.o agriculture, and therefore the Cree had to rely on hunting,

trapping, and gathering for a livelihood. They found it most effective to

li-ve in smal1 groups dispersed over large areas. In the winter, these small

tribal groups separated ínto family units in an attempt to ensure adequate

game for all to hunt. Long, hard travel to inspect the traps and to traíl

the elusive gamei was the rule during this season. Most winter travel was

by snowshoe, which they had devísed for traversing the nearly inpossible

terrain.

...The early use by the Cree of dog-teams for pulling sleds is prob-
lematícal...Eskímo dogs ín the Arctic are hitched fanu'ise by single
traces to a sled, while south of that area, throughout the northern
Indian country, dogs are hítched in tandem. Inlherever dog-teams are
reported among norËhern Indians, commands to the team are usually in
French, even to this day....lP]erhaps the French traders of the eight-
eenth cenLury...introduced the tandem dog-teams to the Indíans who
previously had by themselves drar,¡n Ëheir 1íght sleds over the 

"rrot.4
Upon reaching a good hunting ground, a vrinter camp of caribou skin

Èeepees was establíshed near a source of water. At these winter camps, the

maínstay of the Cree díet was flesh. Their habÍt of gorgíng themselves

when food was plentiful during the urinter, and then nearly starving when

food was scarce, was well known. The extremely long winters and lack of

agriculture prevented them from adding a signíficant amount of vegetable

food to their diets.

Mason also explains how meat T¡ras primarily prepared in the fire by

boilÍng. Receptacles made of bírch bark, called nockíns, \^iere used to hold
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the water and meat. The boilíng process vias hastened by the introduction

of heated stones to these receptacles. The broth formed in this manner r{as

the only beverage used by the Indians, and this greasy substance was refer-

red to as sagamite. If the meat \^/as tender, they occasionally roasted Ít,

using a spit over the fire. This method was used primarÍly wiLh such ani-

mals as dog, beaver, and bear.

In the spring, all tribe members assembled near a r¡iater\,üay to esta-

blish a sufirmer camp. Such locatíons provided \^iater for day to day 1ife,

transporEation, and the mainstay of the summer diet, fish. Birch bark r¡as

used to build wigwams, and to construct the canoes which carri-ed them over

long distances. During spring and summer, the Swampy Cree used snares and

barriers to trap single Larger animals so that they then could be killed

by use of arror,¡s. The purpose of the barriers r,{as to channel the animals

to the area where the Indians lay in wait (Skinner, l9l1). They \¡/ere ex-

tremely skilled in this method of huntíng. The major killing devÍce used

in this process was the arro\¡r, whose point had been hardened in the fíre.

The spears that they used ín huntíng larger game often had points of stone

or sharpened bone.

...But theÍr T,{eapons and implements rnrere contrived of wood, bone
and stone, because, líke all other Canadian fndians, these pre-
historíc people were ín the stone age untíl the white man intro-
duced metal artícles among them....5

Various methods were used to catch fish, depending on the time of

the year. During the summer, the barrícade system r¡/as used to trap the

fish insÍde a small space where they could be speared. These spears \¡/ere

descrÍbed as beíng:

. . . of a wooden foreshafË to whieh were fastened two barbed harpoon-
like blades of bone at angles to each other, fastened to a long
handle. The blades were driven ínto the fish and the backward
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pointing barb prevented its escape. Such spears are-sti11 used,
but the bone blades have been supplanted by iron....6

Two methods were used in wínter. One ingeníous system comprised two holes

in the ice and a net. The other r^/as more normal Íce físhing, using lines

on which they tied a small piece of bone. Thus they obtained fish to sup-

plement their food supply.

Although known to Lhe Cree, the practice of preserving meat by

smoking or drying v/as not extensively used. The Lndians appeared to lack

the foresight to prepare for times of famine which were almost cert.ain to
1

follow.' Because of this lack of planning, the Indíans r¡ould, aË times,

be reduced to drínking a broth made from bark and moss. In certain ex-

treme cases, they would even resort to canníbalísm.8

Prior to the intrusion of the hlhíte Man, all the anímal hides were

put to good use. One of the major uses was clothing. The typical clothing,

depending on the time of year, amounted to a breech cloth, thongs, mocca-

sÍns, leggings and ornate belts.

...According to information gat.hered...leather and fur clothing was
used extensively, by both sexes...the styles of clothing...\.{ere
remarkably uniform...menfs clothing ín winter consisted of...shirt
of beaver...wíth the fur turned in...leggings...made of beaver,
fisher, or of the skin of the legs of the caribou....[H]ooded coats
of caribou skin...r¡/ere also r¿orn ín wínËer....These...T/üere put on
over the head, ín contradistinction to the...\,romen['s] r,¡hich were
put on coatwíse and laced up in theofront....During the sufitmer, trou-
sers took the place of leggín1s....'

The Cree used grease from animals in their hair. Red ochre was used to

treat haír and to paint theÍr faces wÍth characteristic tríbal lines.

Due to the nomadic nature of their life, eating T,,las not done at

any formal tíme, but whenever food was prepared. All forms of eatÍng

utensils, such as pots, \¡/ere made of bone and wood. Spoons or forks r,vere

fashioned by Ëhe Indians, but r^7ere not used in day to day eating.



22

Other important aspects of Cree life-sty1e in the pre-contact períod

are language, kinship groups, and child rearíng practíces.

The Cree language, unli-ke the languages of T.üestern Europe, does not

have one dialect which is considered the standard. A few shared features of

speech are the only common bond betr¡een the various Cree dialects. Swampy

Cree, whích forms the so-calfed Jll dialect, is estímated to be used by

24,OOO people at the presenË ti*e.10

Before contacË with the l^Ihíte race, the fami-ly \^/as the only really

functioning economic and polítical unít amongst the Swampy Cr...1l Besides

a few families bandÍng together, there r¡/ere rro major huntíng partíes. The

Band ítself was knít together very loosely, mostly by a feeling of identi-

fication, and even the chíefs had no real pol{er.

AË the age of fíve, there \¡/as a public separation of the children

by gender. Researchers have noË drawn definite conclusíons as to the pur-

pose of this move, but at least one, Honígman, states that the separatíon

did not last for ,r.ty 1orrg.12

Special puberty rítes were undertaken by both Ehe males and females.

They removed Lhemselves from the rest of the tribe, and for a time would

live either ín separate tents, enclosures, or on a stage erecËed high off

the ground. These r¡rere set up quite a distance from the rest of the set-

tlement. Here the young men and \¡/omen ar,¡aited a sign in their dreams which

would dictate their animal guardian or helpful spírit for the rest of their

lives. In the case of a hunter, it would be this animal that would tell

him r¡here to set his traps, and the best time to leave on his huntÍng ex-

pedítíons. The young Íncumbent medicíne men would utilize this spirít to

be told of the secrets of the herbs and rooËs useful ín aiding the others

of the settlement.13
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Another ínteresting facet of life-style and belief is that formal

courtship did not exist. First marriages vrere parentally arranged. GifËs

were brought by the girlr s parents to the man chosen. There !üere no formal

marríage ceremonies as such.

Divorce vüas very símple, ín comparíson Ëo Ëodayts standards. All

that was required was tjustified reason.t If such occurred, either spouse

simply left the other. Polygamy r¡ras permítted among these people; however,

this was not the general rule. Abortion on demand was available to the

\^/omen of the tribe, but if a child was born out of wedlock, there appears

to have been no stÍgma attached.

The Contact Phase

It ís believed that t.he first European contact was made uiith members

of the Swampy Cree by Hudson, along James Bay in 76II. A srnall barEer ses-

síon ensued, and the Indians rn¡ere íntroduced to a few of the iEems r¿hich the

European culËure had to offer to make their lives easíer.

Many years passed from this inítíal contact untí1 the Cree were

again confronted by Ëhe Europeans. The French had settled in easËern Canada

and the fur trade activiËíes of Radisson and Grosseillers caused the next

contact. There r¡/ere many political battles beËween the French and Englísh,

Lhe goal being the control of the much sought after fur Erade with the In-

dians. In the interÍm, the Indians Ëraded with anyone who wanted to give

them European goods for the furs that they had trapped.

Years 1ater, the desire Ëo trade prompEed mass migratíons of the

fndians to the trading posts of the Europeans who had establíshed forts

well ínto the Cree country, with the major posË being called York Factory.
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The constructíon of posts on Hudson Bay after 1670 favoured a more
northwesterly movement...especially after the 1680rs when Ithe Swampy
Cree]...began to take over the role of middle-men ín a trade that was
increasingly oriented toward York Factory--the most important post on
the Bay. Assumption of this ner¡ role was facilitated Ín large part by
the fact that their early historic occupatÍon of the lower Nelson
River basín placed them in a strategíca1ly advantageous posítíon to
control the trade of the largest and probably rnost densely populated
ríver system that drained into Hudson Bay...nearly all of the major
canoe routes leading to Yorl.c,Factory pass through cent.ral Manitoba
and converge on Split Lake.ra

The traders and Ëhe tradíng Indians would transact business togeLher

for several days. The Indians would then return to their more stationary

encampments to prepare for another year of hunting and fishing. Thís scene

would t.hen be reinacted the following year.

The original items which the Europeans brought for Lrade \dere: . . . guns,
powder, shot, brass kettles, kníves, and hatchets. The Indian quickly
substj-tuted these for his primitive equipment. As trade flourished,
other ítems were introduced, such as cloth, glass beads, woollen blan-
kets, clothing, red lead for paint, twine for fishnets, pe\,/ter r¡rare,
and tobacco. In return, thousands of beaver, marËen, and fox pelts - -
r^rere carríed to London by waiting ships f or the annual f ur auctiorr" .15

The introducËion of all of these materials could only have vast con-

sequences on the way of life of the Swampy Cree. Guns, powder and shot had

one of the most profound effects on the Indian culture. Almost immediately,

the hunting process became much easier for the Tndian. The guns were much

more accurate than the spears and arror¡/s that had previously been used in

hunting.

Other effects soon arose out of conËact wÍth the Europeans. The

Cree Indíans became convinced of their invíncibility vis a vis other, more

must have more guns,isolated tribes, once they had guns. This meant. they

plus perpetual supplies of shot and powder. Consequently, the men had to

trappÍng fur-bearÍng animals than prevíously, and the womenspend more time

had to devote more of their days to Ëhe preparation of the furs for trade.

have the time to trapThis had a two-fold effect ín that the hunters did not
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the caribou which had been theír mainstay for clothíng, and

not have Ehe time to prepare this clothÍng even if the hides

The obvíous result røas that cloth had to be bought from the

provided a chain reaction in that more furs would have to be

to buy this cloth.

Ehe women did

were available.

rrrdur". 16 This

hunted in order

OËher facets of day to day life were also changed. Previously,

hunting and fishing implements had been hand-fashioned, but now the fndians

no longer had the Ëime. They also found the cooking instruments of the

Inrhite Man much more ef f i"cient than theÍr f ormer bone and wooden implements.

The Indiansf diet was also changed by the introduction of flour, tea, and

the other sËap1e items introduced by the Europeans. Líquor also became an

item upon which the Indían relíed heavily.

The geographic dístribution of Ëhe Cree also under\,rent considerable

change during the contact phase, as Ray describes in the following passage:

By L763 Ëhe distribution of Indian tribes had changed radically....
After having iniËially been dravm eastward as trappers into the
French-OËËav/a Ërading system before L670, the...Cree began moving
rapidly in a northwesterly direction after 1670 as they became in-
volved in the Hudson's Bay Company trade. Using the arms they
obtained at the Bay, they quickly assumed the role of middlemen in
the evolving trade network and expanded theír tradíng areas with
force. By 1720, the bulk of that expansion appears to have been
completed and a somewhat more peaceful period-began as inter-tribal
trading paËterns became well established

Sustained Contact

The intermiLtent and often índirect conËact of the early Inlhite era

eventuafly gave way to more sustained contact as tradíng posts and missíons

became establíshed in the interior. Gradually, the Indians began to spend

more and more time near the forts, and they even began attendíng religious

services at Ehe missÍons. Priests uTere turned to as advisors and they also

províded some educational and medical services as they became more perma-
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nentl-y established. 18

Store-bought provÍsions became more and more a part of the Indiants

way of 1ife. They settled ín groups near the posts, and this fact contri-

buted greatly to their cultural breakdown. I^iith their ímproved hunting

methods, the Swampy Cree were still able to supply most of the meat they

required, but improvidence and a desire for an easíer life soon made them

dependent upon European foods such as bannock bread made with flour and

tea. The Indians incorporated these ínËo Ëheir diet, which originally had

consisted of fresh meat, fowl and fish. The fndians also became dependent

upon tobacco and liquor, although abuse of the latter prompted the Hudsonrs

Bay Company to cease selling it to Indians after L824. The Cree then turned

to makíng homebrew, but this practÍce is now becomíng obsoleËe. Furthermore,

the Federal Government has compleËely banned the use and manufacture of

liquor on many of the northern reserves.

Many other Ítems of Indian culture changed as a result of European

contact. Canvas and cloth replaced the skins formerly used on teepees, and

1og cabins became theír permanent 1íving quarters. The birch bark canoe

was replaced by one made of materíals purchased from the traders.

As the Indians became more and more dependent on European goods,

they required more and more furs to pay for these goods. This, in turn,

led to over-Erapping and depletíon of furs in many areas of Manítoba by

Ëhe early 1800's.19 The Indíans then faced the dílemma of being dependent

on European goods wiËhout their former relatively easy means of obtainíng

them.

Present Life-Style

Some aspects of Cree lífe have been little changed since early times.

Thus, they still depend, in part at least, on trapping, hunting, and fishing
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Íor a livelíhood. 0n the other hand, absorption of trrrhite culture and,

particularly in recent years, a growing reliance on government direction

and support, have destroyed much of Ëheir earlier vitality and indepen-

dence. Indeed, many observers, both Indian and non-Indian, feel that

unless something is done quickly Ëhe future of the fndian ín Canada will

be bleak to the poínt of despaír.

Summary

The Swampy Cree have undergone grea:u changes in their process of

acculturation since the inÍtial contact with t.he European culture. At

first, the contacts were fleetÍng and extremely intermittent. It is only

vrithin the past seventy-five years that the contacls have been sustained.

Their life-style has been profoundly and generally adversely changed be-

cause of thís.
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CHAPTER IV

HISTORICAL DOCUMENTARY ON SPLIT LAKEI S ]NSTITUTIONS

A brief examination of the main social and economic consequences

of European contact upon the Swampy Cree has been provided Ín Chapter IIf.

The purpose of Ëhis chapter is to examine t.hese ínfluences in more detail,

with particular reference to the communÍty of Split Lake itself.

The Hudson's Bay Company, the Anglican Church, and the Government

of Canada, ín that chronologícal order, has each been the domínant influ-

ence at some stage ín the development of Split Lake. The presence of the

Hudson's Bay Gompany has been felt for two hundred years, but it is only

during the past seventy-five to one hundred years that all three have com-

bined to dramatically change the community. These changes have been many

and varied but almost all have, directly or Índirectly, affected education

ín Split Lake, as wÍll be dÍscussed in later chapters.

The Hudsonrs Bay Company

The Hudsonfs Bay Company began Ërading wíËh the Indians of what ís

now northern Manítoba ín the late 1600's. The Company had a monopoly of

trade in Ëhe area for over one hundred years and, largely because of this,

they were conËent to esËablish posts on Hudson Bay and 1et the fndians

Ërave1 to them. The fndians used two main routes to get their furs to

York Factory, which was the main post of the regíon.l One route necessi-

tated Ëheir travelling down Grass River, through Split Lake, onto the

Nelson River, and then down the Nelson to York FacËory. The other route

29
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originated on the Churchill Ríver, bypassed Burntwood Lake, went dovrn

Burntwood River to Split Lake, and thence contínued along the Nelson River

to York Factoxy.2 Both main routes therefore included SpliL Lake, a facL

whích became of greater signíficance later when the Company began to esta-

b1ísh inland posts.

During the second half of the eighteenth century, traders from

Lower and Upper Canada (Quebec and Ontario) challenged the monopoly of the

Hudsonrs Bay Company ín the vícínity of Hudson Bay. Competition became

particularly keen with the formation of the NorËh-I,trest Company in 1783.

This company contínued the earlj-er French-Canadian policy of establishing

posts at strategíc points Ëo trade dírectly with the Indians. The Indíans

naËura11y preferred this to travelling many míles to Hudson's Bay Company

posts and, consequently, supplies to the Hudsonrs Bay Company soon declined.

The Company belatedly began to establísh their ow'n posts in the interior

duríng Ëhe 1aËe 1700rs, one of which üras at Split Lake. As it was not in

the mídst of fur-rích terrítory, the posËrs existence depended upon its

being on the Nelson River trade tor.rËu".3 Its fortunes therefore fluctuaËed

as first the Nelson, then the competing Churchill route, T¡/as favoured by

the Hudsonrs Bay Company. Indeed, the post Tías abandoned and revived sev-

eral times between its fÍrst establishment in L7gO4 and 1887, the date after

whích it became permanent.5 with íts future secure after 1887, the post

attracted a considerable number of Indíans from as far afield as York Fac-

tory and Norway House. These Indians eventually congregated near the post

to form the Swampy Cree communiËy of Split Lake.

WÍth permanent settlement, the influence

fndians became more pronounced. By the Ëurn of

of

the

the Company on the

century, the auÈonomy
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of the Splít Lake Band had been undermined, and aË the same time furs,

rrhich still formed the main item by whích the lndians obtained goods from

the Hudson's Bay Company, had become scarce. It was at this crÍtical

point that the Anglican Church became involved with the Indian community

aL Splít Lake.

The Anglican Church

The influence of the Anglican Church upon the IndÍans extended

far beyond the religious sphere. The Indíans were índeed christi-.anÍ'zed,

but the míssionaries also establíshed the first formal system of education.

Thus, the indoctrination process into the LrhiËe Man's T¡/ays vras ínítiated.

The missionaries also acted as a liaison between the Indians and the Fed-

eral Government, whose influence was also beginning to be felt at Split

Lake in the late 1800's.

The Reverend J. Lofthouse \¡/as the first missíonary dispatched by

the Anglícan Church to Ëhe regíon now known as Splít Lake. A major con-

cern of Rev. Lofthouse and subsequent minísters was finances. Once the

Department of Indian Af.f.aí-rs had taken charge of the schools in Split Lake,

it was approached for fÍnancial assistance. In one of the requests for

money, Rev. Fox, missionary (1906) stated that the Cree children were being

ínsËrucËed in theír native Cree.

As the missionaríes themselves \.{ere responsíble for teaching the

students, the contínuity of the school program \^ras very strong at this

Ëime. The missionarÍesr efforts tended to be to no avail, however, with

the lack of a decent school building. Finally, after much correspondence

and study, it was decided to allow the missionaríes to use the former

R.C.M.P. barracks as a school buÍldÍng.
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A persistent problem facing the Ëeachers in Split Lake was the

children's need to leave school at the end of sunmer. This permitted them

to follow their parents to the trapping grounds. Thus all the school work

that the children were able to learn during the months would be forgotten

by the time they returned to the reserve ín the spring.

Reverend l^Ialter developed a system to a11evíate the serious loss

of schooling while the chíldren \.^/ere away with their parents for the wín-

ter months. Mr. J. I^I . I^iaddy, Indian Agent, writes of the Rev. Inlalter:

...That when the parenLs are absent in the winter with the children,
that he sends letters at every opportunity with 1itt1e lessons for
each family, so that when the children appear in school again they
have not forgotten everythíng they have learned previously.o

fn the fa1l of L925, there \¡/ere average atËendances of forty-three

in the summer months and about eighteen in the winter months. There v/as a

growing desire on Ehe parË of the Anglícan Church to acquíre a full-time

teacher to instruct the children on the reserve. This would allow some

tÍme for the missíonary to attend to the spiritual needs of the people of

the community.

Mr. A. G. Hamilton, Inspector of Indían Agencies for ManÍtoba, sub-

miËted an inspection report on July 19th, 7945. It outlined several signi-

ficant problems related to education in Split Lake. Mr. Hamíltonfs report

stated that the school needed repairs to both the inside and outsíde building

strucËures. Student attendance numbered about twenËy-four but, when the fa11

hunËing season began, the student attendance dropped off from síx to ten stu-

denËs. It r¡/as suggested by Mr. Cowley that classes be cancelled for Ëhe

months April and May. He also suggested they eommence instruction in July

and August at the peak of student attendance. Mr. Hamilton noted that in

regard to student progress:
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...The exercÍse books showed very níce writing and neat work. The
pupÍls, however, are so irregular in attendance tha! progress is slow
and the children rarely pass grade t\^ro or three

further stated the need for a boarding school ín or near the reserve so

Lo ensure the education of all school age children (see Table 4.1).

The presence of the Anglican Church has been assessed until the

beginnings of the 1960's. Formal education v¡as finally being accepted

among the natives, wíth varyíng degrees of success.

Federal Government

Medical Servíces

The Split Lake inhabitants were faced with other difficulties arising

from Ëheir encounters wÍt.h the Inlhite Man. Even wiËh all his knwoledge and

ideals, the hlhÍte Man was also the carrier of dísease. The Indians never had

the opportuníty to build up resistance to many of the common European illnes-

ses, and therefore, attention is novr turned to the Medical Services Branch.

A brief history demonstrating the somewhat sparse involvement of thÍs organi-

zatí.on in Split Lake is presented. The nursing station in Split Lake performs

the functions as prescribed by the national mandate, and therefore, shall be

díscussed in these Ëerms.

Indian health and welfare r^7ere not priorities of public administrators

during the nineteenth century. ExcepË for the efforts of a few missionaries,

most offÍcíals \^/ere not concerned with the health and well beíng of the Indí-

ans. Economic success was the interest of the time. The other concern rlüas

to maintain peace and order among the inhabitants.

Before 1755, no organizati-on had been established to look after the

health of the Indians.B The fírst traces of any governmental agency assigned

to such servíces ín connection with the Indian came ín 7755. This offíce was
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TABIE 4.1

ATTENDANCE AND ENROLLMENT

Lg55-564

Grades

Enrolled

Present

G)

22

13

(I'I¡

r3

o

(IV)

10

3

(v)

7

2

(VI)

2

0

Total

54

26

7956-57b

Grades

Enrolled

Present

(r)

26

LJ

(rr)

9

9

Grrl

9

6

(IV)

l

5

(v)

4

3

Total

55

46

â, b^' bouïce: varlous Ínterdepartmental communications I955-L957 .
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established by the Imperíal British Government. 0n July 2, 1860, this

responsÍbility was officially handed over ". . . to Crown Lands Department,

Province of Canada, by the Imperial GovernmenË. . . . "9

At the time of Confederation, the newly organized Government of

Canada assigned the responsibilíty of the Indians' well being Ëo the Office

of Ëhe Secretary, of whích Sir John A. MacDonald was the first MinisËer. In

L873, however, the Department of the Interíor, a newly created governmenË

department, took over the duties of Ëhe Indian Affaírs in Canada.

With the possíble exception of Treaty //6, which provides for the

availability of a tmedicine chestt in every Indian Agent's office, none of

the Ëreaties negotiated and signed in Canada make reference to Indian health.

Consequently, were it not provided for by the Indian Act, Indl-ans would have

no 1ega1 right to free medical services from the Government of Canada. By

the turn of the century, however, many Tndíans r¡rere treaty and were located

on Federal Reserves where they came under the Indian Act, which did proviCe

for free medícal services. The Government vras the only authority ín a posi-

tion Ëo provide for the Indíanf s health care and \^ras soon "forced into
. ,,10actl-ofl . "

After the signing of Treaty ll7, governmental attítudes toward the

Indian in Canada began to undergo considerable change due to:

...Happenings south of the border ín the United States, open warfare
wíth the tribes, and more Indians coming under the surveillance of the
Department of the Interior; Ít was judged advisable that a special de-
partment of Government be set up to give full tírne attention to Indían
Affairs, and accordíngly ín 1880, the Department of Indian Affaírs r,¡as
established....It

Sir John A. MacDonald was the fírst General Superintendent of

this department. The department T¡/as maíntained untÍ1 December l, 1936.

Like earlier administratíve efforts, Ëhe newly organized Department
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of Indian Affairs \^Ias not concerned with Indían health problems, nor did it

provide for the availabilíty of medical personnel for the various treaty

IndÍan reservatíons. The Department of fndían Affaírs, in 1903, began ini-

tial consid.erations of the health needs of the Canadian fndían p"opl..12

By 1934, the amount of money spent for health services on every Indian man,

\^/oman and child amounted to approximaÈely $9.60. In comparison, the amount

spenË on the Inlhite populaËiori !üas approximaÈely $31.00.13

Tn 1944, Ëhe preserit Department of National Health and l^Ielfare came

into beíng, wíth Dr. G. Brock Chisholm appoínted as its first Deputy Minis-

ter. I,Jith the enactment of an Order-in-Council (P.C. 6495) on November 1,

1-945, the responsibiliËies for Indian Health were officíally transferred

from Ëhe Department of Mínes and Resources to the Department of National

Health and Inielfare. However, the Order-ín-Council allowed for the transfer

of health services only, and not matters pertaining to r^/elfare, housing,

land, educatíon and envíronmental hygÍ.rr..14 These were still handled by

the Indían Affairs Branch of the Department of Mines and Resources.

The administrators of Indian Affairs were referred to as LndÍan

Agents. They visited the varíous reservations as representatives of the

Federal Government and r¿ere the "desígnated Healrh Officersr" "not the per-

sonnel of the Department of National Health and Inlelfare. "15 Although this

administrative split concerning the fndian people has caused some confusion

to the public, this transfer "...was made to increase the effíciency of

health servíces, as Ëhen organízed under a minister whose prime responsi-

bility was health...."16

The term fMedical Servíces Brancht vras coined \,¡ith the creatíon of

a ne\^7 deparËment under the mandat.e of the Indian and Northern Services
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Department fn tg6Z.L7 The responsibílities of this department rùere:

t. Publíc Service Health;

2. Environmental Inspection Services lras trarisf erred f rom Publíc

Health Engíneering;

3. Civil Aviation Medicine;

4. Sick Maríners Service;

5. QuaranËine Services; and

6. Imrnigration Medical Services.

Emergency Health Services, Indian Health Service and Northern Health Service

\,/ere separated as Ëo activities .18

In Manitoba and, indeed, Split Lake, the following activities form a

signifícanË portion of the Government Branch: Indian HealËh, Administration

Servíces, Public Servíce HealÈh, and Quarantine and Immigration S.rví..s.19

0n each Indian reserve there are Field Units referred to as Nursi-ng

Stations, Clinics, Health Centres or Health StaËions. They are under the

direction of registered nurses, whose immediaËe supervisors are medical of-

ficers. Their responsibilities are the health and care of the Irrdians.20

The Nursíng SËation serves as a home for the nursíng personnel as

well as the operation centre for nurses. Some of the public health pro-

grams carried out on the reserve have already been outlined. Their basic

function is to handle the organizaËional and minor medical situaËions of

Ëhe reserve.

Departmegt of Indian Affairs

One facet of the Governmentrs involvemenË has been presented, and

now attention is turned t.o the other auspices from which the Government of

Canada aËtempËs Ëo control and regulate Ëhe reserves under íts jurisdiction.
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Some historical detaíl is also provided of the Governmentrs íncreasing in-

fluences on the community. One by one, the services formerly provided by

others are becoming part of the natíonal concern.

Until 1903, steps v/ere not taken to secure

a tTeaty place among the already growíng numbers of

Canada. J. Keewatin, Bíshop, \^rrote to Mr. D. Laird

Affairs, asking that "...some step be taken in the
)1

ans. . . . "-* Mr. Laird contacted the Chief Surveyor,

.22the matter.

the Splít Lake Indians

Indian Bands across

, Commissíoner of Indian

interests of the fndi-

S. Bray, to check into

According to Mr. S. Brayrs findings, Split Lake was located r¿ithin

the territorial boundaríes of Trea ty 1f5.23 The point of contention appears

to have been the actual hunting territories of the Split Lake Indíans. There

r,/as no doubt that Split Lake \,/as \^riEhín Ëhe territorial limíts of Treaty /15

(see Map 4.I) , but according to the Seníor Indian Affairs AccountanË in

October 1905:

. . . If the hunting grounds of these Indians are wíthín the límits of
the Treaty they certainly should be taken inËo Treaty but thís remains
to be establíshed....The memorandum deals with the subject as if the
Indians r¡/ere outside Treaty. i^Ie have no definite ínformation on that
poínt and everything hinges upon where their grounds uru....24

During the íntervening months, Mr. D. Laird requested that Rev. Fox

send informatíon concerning the actual huntÍng grounds of the areats fndíans.

Fox replied March 7th, L906, statj-ng that:

...Roughly speaking their hunËing grounds extend on the N. I^Iest to
Lrlaskewaga Lake then on to the junction of Lirtle and Gt. C. Rivers,
east to Limestone [and] Fox Rivers then in a 1íne towards L{intering
Lake. . . .25

By April 8Ëh, L907, Tnspector John Summers had vísited the commu-

nity and had described the huntíng territories of the Splir Lake Indians

(see Map 4.1)
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ÌfAP 4.1
SPLIT LAKEIS- HUNTING TERRITORIES
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...The population lof Split Lake] is about 25O....Their huntíng grounds
may be descríbed:
(1) Draw a 1íne from the point where the Lítt1e Churchill River junc-
tions wíËh the Larger Churchill south-r¿esti¿ard to the Winteríng Lake.
(2) Draw a line from inlíntering Lake northeastward to Fox Lake including
a1l rhat Lake.
(3) Draw a line from Fox Lake northward to-lhe junction of the two
Churchill Rivers the poínt of startirig....26

By October L7th, L907, Inspector Summers had visíted the Splít Lake

community. Summers reported that he had met with the important members of

the cormnunity (ChÍef, Councillors, the Catechist and the Sergeant), and as-

certained the approximaËe number of people residing in the community. He

had also made an announcement concerníng the Governmentts willingness to pay

Treaty to the Indians by the followíng summer. Accordíng to Summers, this

information r¡/as vrell received by the local p.opl..27

On June 26, 1908, the Split Lake Indians signed Treaty with the Gov-

ernment of Canada. Mr. John Summersl¡ras accompanied by Dr. Grant, Medical

Officer at Norway House, R. J. Spence, a clerk, G. J. tr^lardner, and Henry McKay,

Commissionary, at the signing of the Treaty in Split t"k..28

The Treaty that the Split Lake Indíans signed with the Government of

Canada stípulates Ehat the said Indians:

...agreed that the said provisions sha1l noÈ be retroactive, trans-
fer, surrender and relínquish Ito the Crown]...all our right' title
and prívileges Ito the Land]...forevet....29

Altogether, the Indian Bands that signed Treaty /15, signed over "...approx-

imately aÍL area of one hundred and thirty-three thousand and four hundred

(133,400) square miles...."30 (see Map 4.2) to the Federal Government of

31(ianada -

In return for sígning a!üay their land, the Indians agreed to accept

a five do11ar annuity,32 du" once a year for lífe, for every Indian man,

\^/oman, and child.
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MAP 4.2
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A signifícant clause of this treaËy demonstrates the fact that:

...Half-breeds born ín the territory covered by the proposed adhesíon
to Treaty ll5 and resídent therein on the date of the signíng of the
adhesíon at Splít Lake and whose rÍghts to scrip have not been other-
wise extinguished [are] to be entitled to scríp. A person who died
the day before the date of che 4dhesion has no right. A child born
the day after has no right

0n1y the Indíans who were alive on the day

Ëo the annuity payment, and once there are

Indians, the annuity payments will cease.

The Government agreed to set aside

servation purposes, and agreed Ëo províde a

ammunítion and twÍne for nets ...."34

TreaLy signing are entitled

longer any of these oríginal

of

no

a given portion of

grant for ". . . the

land for re-

purchase of

The reserve had finally been established,

Ëaken care of in regards to making it official.

mental and private sector organizaxions had been

Lake to this point ín time. AtËention shall now

of the conununity as it appears today.

and all of the paper work

Many i-nstitutions, govern-

involved in bringing Split

be turned to an analysis

., :;'.'

r1
,

.: ::::._, -ì -: i*1.' 't . "rt'-"\r
l1I'.:l.i:r It
41

,li:
.,:j,



+J

Footnotes

1-Ray, Arthur J., Indians of the Fur Trade: their role as trappers,
hunters, and middlemen in Ëhe lands southwest of Iludson Bal¡, 1660-1870
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1974), p. 35.

2-Stayner, M., t'Preference of CR to YF for Northern Trade,t'
December L797,842/Z/L, Hudsonts Bay Company Archives, I^Iinnípeg,
p. 4B-4BB-49.

3"Hudsonts Bay Company, "Minutes of Council, 1832-1850, Minutes
of a Temporary Council held at Red River Settlement Northern Department
of Rupert's Land," B/239/K/2, Resolution 73rd, Hudsonrs Bay Company
Archives, Inlinnípeg, p. 42.

tt-Joseph Cohen to trrlilliam Cook, June 1790-91, 8239/B/5L, Hudsonfs
Bay Company Archives, Inlinnipeg, p. 3-38.

D/30/L2.

5Wirrnip.g, Public Archives, Hudson's Bay Company Archíves,

6""dur, July 20, Lgzo.,

TSee letter dated November 27, irg2g.

'Dept. of Health and Inlelfare, "A Report of the History of the
Department of Health and Inlelfare" (L973). Many entries are paraphrased
from this source. No pagination available.

9f¡ia. All quotations are from this source.

totÞiu.

ttrÞ¿u.

t'fÞ=u.

t'fÞig-.

1l!*'rbid.
'l 5*- rbid.
turÞig.

17r¡r¿.

ttrÞiu.

L9_. . _Ibad.

2or¡ra.



44

2I-*Keewatin, October 2, 1903.
aa--Laird, October 5, 1903.

/1-"Bray, October 13, 1903.

,1!--rttdíatt Affairs (RG 10, vol. 4009, liTe 249, 462-I), Publi-c
Archíves of Canada.

25_rndian Affairs (RG 10, Vo1. 8745, FÍle 37818-L0-B-171), Split
Lake Tndian Reserve No. L7L,1958-61, Part 1), Public Archives of Canada.

tâ""Fox, March 7, f906.

27_Indian Affairs (RG 10, Vol. 4009, FíLe 249, 462-I), Black Series,
Indian Affairs Records, Public Archives of Canada.

28_Indian Affairs (RG 10, Vo1. 4009, EíLe 249, 462-L), Public
Archives of Canada.

29_--Indian Affairs, Adhesions to Treaty Number 5, Manitoba'Indian
Brotherhood, p. 3.

30_--Indian Affairs, Adhesions to Treaty Number 5, June 26, 1908.

31r.r11 Treaty and Relevant Adhesions to Treaty Number 5, cited
ín Appendix D.

32.--AnnuiËy defined in Appendix A, Definition of Terms.

33_*-fndian Affairs, Adhesions to Treaty Number 5, June 26, 1908.



CHAPTER V

PRESENT_DAY CONDITIONS AT SPLIT LAKE

IE is the purpose of this chapter to provide the background for the

educatÍonal difficulties to be raised later in this thesis. Comparison of

the physÍca1 housing at Split Lake with reserve housÍng in northern Manitoba

and on individual reserves shows that SplÍt Lake is severely disadvantaged

Ín this respect. Study of the Indian Act, the financíal statements and the

residents' opinions demonstrate the thinking of the Federal Government and

the residents themselves as to Ëheir life-styles. Particular attentíon is

given to the many \¡rays in whích education at Split Lake has suffered from

being removed from the control of the índividual family to that of a cul-

turally foreign government. In essence, this chapËer provides an explana-

tion for many of the particular difficulties that face the IndÍans of SplÍt

Lake today.

Housing

Housíng conditions at Split Lake are compared with Físher River

because both have approximately the same population and number of family

uniLs, and both were formed at about Ehe same tíme.1 Fí"h.t Ríver is,

however, located a consíderable distance south of Split Lake.2 ,h" t.-

serve is also compared to the northern reserve designation for the Provínce

of Manitoba.

Table 5.1 shows EhaË housíng and related services at Split Lake

are considerably poorer than those at Fisher River and on northern Manítoba
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General Conditions of Housing

Good Condition
In Need of Repaír

Requiring Replacement

No. of New Houses Needed to
Meet Present Needs

Size of Houses (one and t\..ro room houses)

TABLE 5.1

HOUSING COMPARISON STUDY

Houses wíth Elect.ricity

Sewage Treatment

Sewage Disposal Outlets
Septic Tank

Indoor Toilet (Chemíca1)

Tndoor Bath

Split Lake Fisher River

Houses wíth Running lniater

Houses with Telephones

SOURCE: tr'ederal Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, Manítoba Region
Housing Survey, L974.

*A1l values are expressed as a percentage.

53

20

31

36

7B

J

23

11

23

Northern Manitoba

0

0

23

0

0.8

64

15

15

34

0

2
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¿-)

18

35

18

N
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47

26
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reserves generally. Split Lake has considerably poorer housíng, and a

greater lack of suitable accommodation. Coupled with an ínadequate housing

situation, Split Lake has signifícantly fewer houses wiEh fewer rooms than

does Físher River. This fact has accounted for the poor, deplorable and

crowded condi-tions that exíst on this reserve. In terms of houses with

electricity, running r¡/aËer and access to telephones, Split Lake again ranks

far belor¡ Fisher Ríver and Manitoba. These dífferences are prímarily due

to the greater ísolation of SpliË Lake, which leads to higher construction

and maintenance costs and to a lack of concern by governmenË agencíes.

The Indian Act

A bríef dÍscussion of the Indian Act is included here so that the

following Ëopíc, that of reserve government, will be more readily under-

stood,

To be a legal Indian in the eyes of the Government, an indivídual

has Ëo be a registered Indían or be entitled to be registered. This defi-

nítion does not include many people who are Indians by descent.

Every regisLered Indian j.s entitled to a piece of land for his use

on a designated reserve. Title to Ëhese properties is in the name of the

Queen, buË the land has been provided for the use of the Indians. It is,

however, wíthín the Governmentrs authority to seL aside specifíc tracts of

land or reserves for certain purposes, such as for schools or health ser-

více buíldíngs.

Land on reserves ís not, however, guaranteed solely Íor Indían use.

An Act of Parliament, a government agency, or a corporation so empo\¡rered by

the Government may take the land away wÍthout the consent of the o\¡iner. In

all cases of expropriation, an arbitrator is to be appointed to make final
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decÍsion on compensation for such land take-overs.

Even though the land tenure seems so nebulous, provisions have been

made for testamentary dístributíon of such properties. Should the fndian so

entitled die Íntestate, then the normal intestancy laws for estate distribu-

tion would apply, as they would for any resident of Canada.

The Government has made certaín guarantees of obligation to the In-

dían. An effort shal1 be made to maintain and preserve wi1dlífe on all

reservations. The Indian Act also guarantees that health servj-ces sha1l

be provided for all Indians on reservations. Responsibility also falls on

the Government to ensure general health and sanitation conditíons on all

reserves. The Government also promíses to provide all necessary assistance

to Band Councils wishing to borrow funds for housing.

Local Government on the reserve comprises a ChÍef and Council who

are elected to offíce for terms of two years. The Chíef and Councíl are

responsible for Ëhe administraËion of all Government funds which are supplied

to the reserve. They sha11 also provide such duties as the Government may

allow. 0n no condiËion is thís Council allor¡ed to make any law or by-law

r¿hich is contrary Ëo Ëhe provÍsions of the Indian Act.

Once a Band has achieved certain size, as determíned by the Governor-

in-Council, he may give the Band Councíl full authority to act as would a

municípal councíl. If this is done, the Council has the authorÍty to levy

taxes, and authoríze other projects to raise funds for the use of the reserve.

ThÍs ríghL may, however, be arbitrarily withdraum at any time by the Governor-

ín-Council.

Indíans do enjoy certain concessíons, especially in the area of tax-

ation. There are no property taxes Ëo be paid on reservation lands, nor is
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Ëhere any tax required to be paid on personal property on a reserve. A1so,

estate settlements in respect to such property are tax exampt. There is, as

we11, protection against creditors for no one but an fndian may mortgage or

cause to be mortgaged any land on a reservation.

The Indian Act ís very clear in its treatment of Indíans and in-

Loxícants. It ís a punishable offence to consume liquor on a designated

dry reserve. The law also applies to Indians who are off a dry reservation.

No Indian may consume, hold, or produce any intoxicant. Penalties are

severe: fines andfor imprisonment. Thís law appears to be superceded in

some respects íf the liquor ís purchased in a tavern, Ín some provinces.

Regardless, the Indían will still be held Ín breach of law if he is found

by a member of a law enforcement agency in an intoxicated state. Severe

penalties also apply to the purveyor of the liquor.

The regulatíons concerning enfranchísement are also quite specific.

To be enfranchísed, an fndían must be twenty-one years of age, be capable

of assuming the dutíes and functíons of enfranchisement, and be capable of

supportíng hís family.

Once enfranchisement is achieved, the Indian ceases to be Indían

under the laws of the Indian Act. At this point, he would achieve the full

rights of a Canadian ciËizen. By making such a formal request, the Indian

relinquÍshes all of his former rights and prívileges. Enfranchisement, once

ímplemented, is almost irreversíble; however, a Band Council may reverse this

situation. Indian rnromen are automatically enfranchised by the Government

should they marry arry other than a treaty Indían. Entire Indian Bands may

be enfranchised at the request of the Band Council after Ëhe GovernmenË makes

a feasibility study of such a move.
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The Governor-in-Councíl may, if he so desires, provide education

for the reserve, either in the form of Federal schools or schools under

the direction of religious orders. If thís ís done, the Governor-in-

Councíl may also regulate standards for this education. He may also grant

any funds that would normally be payable for maintenance of a child in a

residential school to the reserve school for the maintenance of that child

at said reserve school.

It ís normally deemed compulsory for an Indian child to attend

school from the ages of seven to eighteen. The student shall, however,

only be compelled to attend beyond the age of sixteen if the Mínister deems

ít necessary. Certaín dispensations from attendance may be received íf the

child is required for household duties, cannot be placed Ín the designated

school due to overcrowding, or ís receÍvÍng acceptable education elsewhere.

Band Expenditures

Thus the rights of an Tndían are stated, and hís obligations out-

lined. To see thaË these obligations are fulfÍ11ed and to oversee the day

by day general managemerrt of the community are the main functions of the

Split Lake Band Council. These duties include such tasks as formulating

routine programs and activities for the Band, implemenËing budget works,

and dispensing \¡/ages to Indians employed by the Government. Meetings bet-

ween the Chíef and Council are called regularly to discuss present and

future communíty events. The Council is in charge or preparations for

such events as Feast Day, Treaty Day celebrations, and sports days. They

also discuss and plan for the yearly community cleanup. As the Council is

responsible for general law enforcement on the reserve, they must also deal

røíth disputes involving liquor, curfe\,/ violations and other such maLËers.
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Council meetings are also held to make arrarigements for weddings and

funerals.

General work contracts for road repairs, house building, sanítation

services and garbage dísposal originate at the Band level. The allocation

and distríbution of community grants and welfare moníes are also within the

framework of the Bandrs responsÍbilities.

The Chief and Council are officíal spokesmen for the wishes and

desires of the reserve. fn all matters of education, politics and econo-

mícs, the Council provides representation for these people.

An analysis of various expendiËures made by the Council, and com-

parísons of the funds receÍved is now discussed. Approximately seventy-

síx percent of all the moníes received by Sp1ít Lake Council are for the

social servíces, a large portion of which are for welfare payments, com-

pared with just over fifty percent for Manitoba and Canada as a whole (see

Table 5.2). In contrast, education funding accounts for only fíve percent

of the total budget at Split Lake.

This high level of social service fundíng forcibly Íllustrates

that Split Lake is not self-sufficient economically. Indeed, only fifteen

percent of the adult Indian population ís gaínfu1ly employed. The money

made by this gainful employment would support only a subsistence 1evel

existence at best, and therefore, high levels of welfare support are re-

quired. Economic activities participated in by the fndians include trap-

ping, físhing, and 1oca1 service jobs provided by the MTS, HBC, the church,

the nursing sËation (janitorial) and Ëhe Band Councíl. 0n1y some 3.5

percent of the working age population ís, holvever, employed in these \¡/ays.

The commerce of Split Lake has been descrÍbed as follows:
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TABLE 5.2

BUDGET ALLOCATIONS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFA]RS

Social Servíces

Band Management

Local Government

Educat ion

Core Fundíng

Year

r97 6-77
L977-78

r97 6-77
7977-78

r97 6-7 7

r977-78

r97 6-77
r977-78

r97 6-77
L977-78

Budget Allocations
for Split Lake

SOURCE: Financial and Management Advisory Servíces, Department of Indian Affairs.

,.No data available.

ç467,769
552,3r0

49,499
36,350

33,87 5

45,23L

29,2r7
35, B4B

41, 850
41,850

Total

7. of Total

7 5 .r9"l
77.6r

7 .95
5.10

5 .44
6 .35

4 .69
5.03

6.72
s.88

% Distríbutj-on of Budget
Allocations for:

Manitoba Canada

$1, 333 , 79 9

55.24%
55.24

10.37
10. 37

100%

s2.72%
52.7 4

10. 10
r0. 10

L¡
l.)
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...based on the local service sectors, trapping, and commercial
fishing. The nearesË operating mine is in the Thompson area...
However, fe\.,/, if any, Split Lake residents have mígrated Ëo
Thompson. ForesË resources are available...however, Ëranspor-
tation costs are like1y to be excessive.

Commercial fishíng is based on whitefish productíon...Fish
production can only be considered a marginal source of íncome.
Commercía1 Erappíng...based on the beaver, Jynx, mink, and the
otter, ís also a marginal source of íncome.J

The future does not look much brÍghter for the residents of the

community. PredictabLy, as ís the case in similar communities, thís snal1

poËential employnrent sector results in:

...high levels of unemployment, underdevelopment and welfare...
Itherefore, these conditions] are likely to continue...Unless
nearby resource developments occur, migration seems to be the
only alternative for resj-dents seeking viable employment. Lack
of skills, language differencefr loca1 ties, and Reserve benefits
are 1ike1y to stal1 mígration.+

The School

Attempts have been made to increase the skills of the natives, Pâr-

ticularly through the school system. Educatíon ín the community ís governed

and operated by

Splít Lake has

the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development.

two school structures, the primary and the maín school build-

ings. These buildings together house approxímately three hundred and sixty-

five students who are educated from kindergarten through grade nine. Those

students wishing education beyond the ninth grade are sent to a number of

schools outside the community. Most are sent to the residential school in

Dauphin, but they may also continue their education ín The Pas, Thompson,

or inlínnípeg.

According to recent figures available from SËatistics Canada, there

are four hundred and ten Indian university students in Manitoba.5 ,ntrr rrU.

has fÍfteen of these students. They are all teachers-in-training and are
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presently involved ín the B.U.N.T.E.P. and P.E.N.T. programs both on and

off the reserve. These fifteen students represent approximately three point

seven percent of all the Manitoban Indian students currently attending a

universíty, which is a far higher proporEion than might be expected from

a community comprisíng only tTro percent of the total Indian populatíon of

t.he Province.

The success of SplÍt Lake students has not, however, extended to

the field of university scholarships. Indeed, there have been only two

scholarships awarded to university students of Indian extractíon in Mani-

toba during the past nineLeeri years, and neither has been obtained by a

student from Split Lake.6 It is interesting to note Ëhat all other pro-

vínces scored much hígher in this area than Manitoba.

Changes ín Child Rearing Practices due to Education

The advent of the governmental schools on the reservatíons has been

a catalyst for drastic social change on the reserves. One of the most síg-

nificanÈ changes has been the lessening of parental control over young

members of the community. Parents no longer assume complete obedíence from

the youth, as traditÍonal1y was expected, so thaË young members of the tribe

have become much more índependent than their historical counLerparts. Thís

declíne in parental authority, together with the fact that many young adults

are better educated and more influenced by l,rlhíte culture than their parents,

have produced wide gaps between old and young on Ëhe reserve and amongst the
7

Cree generally.' Thís is especially true of those Cree who have left the

reserve to attend resÍdential schools ín the south.

The rnissionarÍes have also brought about vast alteratíons to the

Èraditional mode of life. I^IiËh Ëhe coming of the i{esleyan missionaries Ëo
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the Swampy Cree terrÍtories in 1840, the traditíonal polygamous \.{ays of the

Swampy Cree began to undergo a gradual decline. The íntroductíon of ChrÍs-

tianíty meant that a man wíEh more than one wife must con.sumate marriage

with only one. This decree rendered former v¡ives ¡¿ithout any means of sup-

port. Traditionally, the wife deserted would be held in dísgrace by the

trÍbe, and the change from polygamy to monogamy r,üas a vety difficult deci-

sion for all concerned. Today, however, polygamous relations are extremely

rare, for such unions are subject to scorn by mission Indians.

In early Cree society, promÍscuÍty r¡/as also an accepted practice.

There would be no scorn on the young people as long as there v'rere no chil-

dren born out of wedlock. Even if children r,,/ere conceíved in Ëhis manner,

and thís occurred very ínfrequently, they were soon readily accepted into

the family. Once married, there appears to have been no problem for an

Indian \^7oman who was not faithful to her husband. In fact, the Cree fndian

v/omen considered it an honour to be selected for a wife 1oan.8 On the con-

trary, the man and vroman who did not ínvolve themselves in such a practíce

were held ín disgrace by the rest of the tribe. The good hunter could af-

ford to supporË three wives, and thus polygamous relationships developed.

Normally, in such a siËuation, the fírst wife would assume Ëhe dominant

position, although it would often be one of the younger wives r¿ho would be

chosen to accompany the hunter when he l{as travelling.

In recenË years, the frequency of unmarríed gÍr1s becoming pregnant

has increased on the Split Lake reserve. Although medicine men traditíona11y

performed abortions for the unmarried r,Íomen, the practice almost dísappeared

in the twentieth cenLury because the father received an annual treaty gift

for all of hís children. The un\,ved mother syndrome ís especially high in
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gírls bet¡,¡een the ages of fifteen and seventeen. The elders of Split Lake

have blamed thís phenomenon on the freedom of the youth to roam around the

reserve at night, and they have placed a curfeÌ¡/ on the reserve in the hope

of curtailing premarital sexual relations.

The I^Ihíte Man's outside forces of church and state have also been

responsible for alterations in the traditional arrangements of marriage. The

missionaries, especially, encouraged parents to let their children choose

their ordn spouses. Now young adults are basícally free to choose theÍr own

mates withouË parental persuasion or interfererice. The Band Council, however,

will recommend to parents that certain of the youths should get married or

stop seeing each other if the CouncÍl feels that the courtship ís continuíng

too long. Parental consent for marríage is sËill sought aftet today.

The tradítional marítal arrangements are worthy of note at this point.

They would usually occur afËer the puberty ceremonies (which shall be dealt

v/ith later) had been completed. By custom, the female had little choice in

this matter. The male would make his choice, and inform the parents of the

girl that he wished to marry. The young man had to prove that he \^ras an ex-

cellent hunter so that he could provide for his new bríde and her parents.

This support of the parents continued until the end of the fírst year or the

birth of the first chÍ1d. The bírth of a daughËer was therefore a welcomed

event because it provided security for the parentsr old age.

Many of the ceremonies whÍch we norimally associate wíth birth were

not pracËísed by the Swampy Cree. For example, they did not give a name to

a newborn child because of a high infant mortality rate. The Indians felt

that ít would be wise not to name the child, thereby not acknowledging its

existence and identity, for fear of its not surviving. Child rearing and
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supervision \¡/ere tradítionally the responsibility of the mother. As a son

became older, he was allowed to venture out with his father to learn the

huntíng ski1ls necessary for survival. He was thus taught to provide for

his eventual family.

The most important evenLs norr amongst Swampy Cree are marriage,

raisíng children, and supporting a famÍ1y. The birth of a child usually

takes place in a cabin r¡ith the aid of a mid-wife and her assÍstant. A1-

though infant morËa1ity, míscarríage, and stí1lbÍrth are relatively high,

they could easily be reduced r,rith further medical aid at the reserve leve1.

The Swampy Cree Indians once viewed adolescence ruíth great super-

sËition. This period of life meant considerable ceremony and personal

constraint for the young people enËeríng puberty. For a young man' this

period meant the beginning of his role as hunter and províder. To the

young gírL, this phase in life meant sexual maËurity, marríage, and her

ov,rn family. The Cree, however, no longer aËtach imporLance Ëo the rites

of entering puberty, and thus another loosening has taken place in the once

strong link between the young and their once respected leaders.

The beginning of menstruation meant personal confinement and Íso-

1atíon from the rest of the Band for a period of a few days to a month,

depending on Ëhe Band. Normally, the gír1 would only be served water with

a wooden bow1, or a woman could be assigned to bring food to her. Similarly,

once a young Cree boy had attained the age of thirteen or fourteen, he began

his period of fastíng. Duríng thís fast, he waíted to be vÍsited in dreams

by an animal spiríË which would be his guardían.9 Much celebration and fes-

tivities r,rere associated with thís event. The faËher v¡as in charge of

arranging a large gaËhering to welcome his son into manhood.
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An

styles of

change in

obvíous conclusion

the Swampy Cree is

their culture since

from having observed the day to day life-

that they have experienced considerable

ínitial contact wiËh the Europeans.

Recollections and Opinions

There has been only one element of permanence, the Swampy Cree

fndiâns themselves. It is importanË to ínclude some of their thoughts

on their pasL, present and their future.

James Garson, aged sixty-síx and born and raised in the communíty,

recollects that: tt...the wínters r¡rere very cold...fish...caribou and

other animals were used for food...."10 Sammy Kítchekeesík remembers

when the church and the Hudsonfs Bay Store (the fÍrst permanenË struc-

tures of the communíty) were made entirely of logs and heated mainly by

wood stoves. But

...as for Ëhe people rr¡ho were 1Íving herer...They had wigwams or
tents...made of wood covered ín mud and moss. These wigwams were
sími1ar to a teepee or a lean-to... [wíth] mud all along the out-
side and there \^ras a hole right on top so that the smoke from the
inside could escape, and they had evergreen boughs...on the floor,
thatrs where they slept,... [and] ate and right in the centre of
Ëhis wigwam l{as a fire....

The structures that Sammy is describing were quíte effective for

the summer months, but duríng Manitobats harsh winter, another sort of

accommodation had to be devised. For Ëhís reason "...they used log cabins

covered with mud to ínsulaËe agaínst the cold winter winds...." Finally,

the Indians attempted the same sort of construction techniques that they

observed the Europeans using. They cut the lumber ín a sawmill, and used

the wood for walls and flooring. Eventually these were replaced by pre-

fabriacted uníts which were built for them.

Housing ís not the only area where there have been great changes.
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Sammy notes that there are not as many

orrce r,rere. He explains that the people

síderably since the coming of the White

...these teenagers are just sitting
watching T.V., getting support from
fox a lívíng like we used to do.

trappers on the reserve as there

I s lívelihood has been altered con-

IIan:

around doing nothing, jusË
the government and not workíng

...Today, people here are bunched up...in Ëhe community. A long
time ago, families used to go out ftrappíng] every year. These
people used to go 200 miles north...south, [and] east, to trap...
But ever since the l^Ihite Man came here...The [Split Lake] people
have changed. Their lívelihood has changed...r./e have taken much
for granted...Today, we have all kínds of food and clothÍng right
in the store. Lífe is easier today than it \,/as in the past....

Peter Beardyrs sentiments are simílar. The White Man has brought

hi-s technology, and thus Ímproved many situations for the citizens of Split

Lake.

...The !trhite Man brought materials for us to make nets...guns and
fÍshing rods to make it easier for fishing. [But most important
of alll the White Man has brought in the Skidoo for Split Lakers
so v/e no longer use the dog sled to travel back and forth from the
traplíne. . . .

Tímes have changed, he echoes:

Nowadays, we do not hunt as much. Al1 we need to do is to go to
Ëhe Hudson's Bay Store for our food. Today, w€...do odd jobs
around the community, jobs t-hat we have been trained to do by
working in the school... fHowever] in the old days, to be a good
hunter meant that you could provide food for your family. A
good hunter had lots of prestíge. Nowadays, itrs not Ëhat im-
portant.

There v/ere, however, other drav¡backs to the nev/ \¡Iay of life with

which they were provided. As the importance of huntíng and trappíng de-

clíned, reliance on the Government íncreased, and today the young people

of the communíty accept welfare and other forms of support as Ëhe norm.

Helen Spence complains:

It is interestíng to note that an elder is making this comment about the



60

young people. From examínation of the welfare rosters, ít would appear

that more than the teenagers enjoy watching televísion.

The majority of the interviewees had favourable opinions about

Ëhe school. Many felt Èhat the school had helped to aggregate the people.

The communíty has been much more stable since the school, for now the fami-

1íes do not wander to trap for furs. John Harvey explains:

...The school helped to hold the community together. The parents
\¡iere compelled to bring their kíds to school, and thus, once theír
kids were in school, had to remain in the community to líve. They
could not wander from area to area or regíon to regíon as their
ancestors had done.

One possible explanaLion for Ëhe positive vÍew of the school could

be that many of the older persons had líttle opportunity to attend school,

mainly because of famÍly dutíes on the trapline. They feel that theír

children are "...learnirlg more today than they did in the old days..."

Peter Beardy continues that he "...sees a big improvement in the young

people's learning..." today in comparíson to the type of education that

he receíved as a child. Helen Spence recalls when she \^Ias a child. Her

experience is simílar to that of many of the community.

. . . I strongly feel that our kids who are going to school at the
present tíme will eventually lose theír traditional cultural way-
of-life and they will also lose the Cree language' the language
of their parents. . . .

This is a land steeped in traditíon. The residents have seen many

of theír beliefs and customs fall by the wayside, and thus are understand-

ably concerned. For example, before Ehe Hudsonfs Bay Company first located

its store in SplÍt Lake, the natives depended quiËe heavily on t.he land.

John Harvey recalls his arrcestorst reliance on nature. "...For clothing,

they used hides of animals, like the beaver, muskrat or rabbit. Sammy re-

collects that he "...had to hunt, trap and fÍsh for...his...food and
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clothing, but nowadays, we have a store and we dontt have to rely on

hunting and fishing to lÍve...."

An interesting anecdote r¡as told by John. The Hudson's Bay Store

frequenEly ran out of food and the selectíon was always guaranteed to be

poor. It seems that the supplies r¿ere brought into Split Lake vía Norway

House.

. . . In the summer they used Lhe York boat to get supplies and in
the winter they used dog teams. Even when they used a 1ot of dogs,
there was always a shortage of food. There l,rasntt anything ín the
sËores like r¡e use today, 1íke butter and lard. Atl they had here
for lard was TARO... [and] pork [and] bakíng soda... [and] flour...
[when] available....

The Hudson's Bay Store is not considered a Eremendous asset by all

members of the communÍty. According to Peter Beardy,

...whenthe local people bring furs to the Hudsonrs Bay Company to
sell them, all Ëhe Bay is doíng ís taking money away from the people.
Ilhat is happening is that they are putting pressure on the people,
the Indian people.

. Hís argument is that the money does not remain in Ëhe communÍty to

ímprove condÍtions. It does not have the chance to betEer the people of

Split Lake. Also, Sammy KiËchekeesik notes:

...that Ëhe prices of items have gone up too high. The prices for
products found in the Hudsonfs Bay store are going up....

Prices are high and few job opportunities exisE on the reserve.

The majority of the work force famílies are on r¡/elfare. The dear price

of articles and food stuffs at the Bay ís one of the rnany diffÍcult prob-

lems that the SplÍt Lake people must bear.

There have been other areas of ímprovemenE in the Split Lake sít-

uation. John Harvey recalls that the fndÍans used to have medicine men

who would treat the sick. The medicine men disappeared r¿ith the coming

of the l^Ihite Manrs medicine. They "...knerv how to make medicine from
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herbs and wÍld roots....They got theí-r medicine from nature...." However,

with the establishment of a nursing station in Split Lake, "...people have

stopped using theír Indian medicine...." Peter Beardy feels that:

...Since the nursing station opened...it has certaínly improved
a few things here. fn the old times when somebody ruanted medÍ-
cine, the people had to go to the priest, but noú/.. .if a person
gets sickr... [they] simply go down to the nursing station to get
cured....

Thus, the priest became less and less involved in the medical and other

matters. He was allowed Ëo become more involved in relígíous matters.

If Lhe people intervíewed are a true representative group of

Split Lake opinion, then the nursing station is very popular. The nur-

sing station would appear to be performing Íts functions, for according

to John Harvey:

.. .a great deal has been done to lessen the amount and kinds of
sícknesses that the people of SpliË Lake have...dentísts and
doctors...nor^7 come in to treat and help the local people, to
lessen the hardships...in this ísolated community. We are very
happy to have the nursing staËion here....

Another socíal instítution which appears to meet with the approval

of the community is the Anglican Church. The settlement is extremely de-

vout. According to James Garson, even before an actual church building

r^ras constructed in the community, tt...church was held in peoplets homes..."

As time progressed, however, the community built a church structure. John

Harvey comments:

...ls]ince the Anglícan Church has been located ín Sp1ít Lake, the
people appear to be more relígíous. Every Sunday they would go to
church...nor¡/ we have a ne\¡/ church and everyone goes to church every
Sunday....

It ís interesting to noËe that even with the new building, the methods of

heating the church have undergone little change. Except for the íntroduc-

tion of a fe¡¿ electrical heaters, the former heaËing system remains. Helen
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Spence points ouË that:

Even today, they use wood for heating. But some electricity is
used for heating in the church.... tTraditionally] kerosene lamps
were hung from the ceÍling for 1ight...men used to have to cut
wood to heat the church....

Helen makes other interestíng observations. hrhí1e the church and

the nursíng station may be totally accepted by the Indian, not all of the

trrlhite Man's \¡rays are as acceptable. She poínts out some of the difficul-

ties faced by the Indian in hís attempt to live side by side with Ehe

White Man.

...They lthe tltrite Man] set laws....They make promises to the
fndian people and don'E abide by them. They come and bother us.
The chief and council have Ëhe authoríty but they canr t hold the
hrhite Man back....They have spoíled our livelihood. The people
here tend to listen to them and abíde by their terms.

Helen Spence and the others have strongly felt the impact of the

Lrrhite Man's influence in Split Lake over the past decades. These people

desíre to be more autonomous and self-governíng. They do appreciate the

Inlhite Mants aids, and realize hornr diffícult life would be wíthout them.

Helen was asked what changes she felt would take place in Split Lake over

the next fifteen years. Her comments follow:

. . . I am sure that there will be a 1ot of changes. . . .Maybe Ëhere
wíll be ne\.r stores and nerù types of foods. Maybe itt11 be harder
for the people here....Maybe the welfare r¡i1l stop....It will be
very hard for our people. Then whaË are we to do?

She is obvíously concerned for the future generaËíons of Split

Lake people. She has questions for vihich Ëhere are no ímmediate ans\,¡ers.

The future of the Indians in Split Lake is open to quesËion. This ís due,

at least in parË, to their lack of control over their ovrn destiny.
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Footnotes

lrh. foltowing figures
with respect to population:

Band Membership

0n Reserve Population

Family Units

show the comparability of the tv/o reserves

Fisher River Split Lake

L,037

712

120

1,182

730

LL6

2Fisher Ríver is located 335 miles south of Split Lake.

-̂f--Underwood, McT-elland and Associates, Community Study for Split
Lake fndian Reserve-, as cited in Department of Northern Affairs, Provínce
of Manitoba, Community Profile, Volume T-10: Splít Lake, Manitoba, ROB lpo,
p. D-1.

L'rbid.
5'Ernplolnnent and Related Servíces Division, Education Branch,

Indían and Eskimo AffaÍrs Program, February, L977.

6_-Program Statistíc DívisÍon, Indían and Eskimo Affairs Program,
DepartmenË of Indian Affaírs and Northern Development, November I976.

-7

'Masott, L., The Swampy Cree: A Study Ín Acculturation (Ottawa:
Queenfs Prínter and Controller, 1967), p. 53.

8r¡r¿ ., p. hg.

9t¡14., n. 48.

10--411 quotations are
Split Lake Reserve between
inËerviews are to be found

from ínterviews previously conducted on :the
1975 and 1977. Full transcriptions of these
in Appendix F.



CHAPTER VI

EDUCATIONAL CONCERNS OF THE SPLIT LAKE TEACHERS

Most Manitoba education graduates are traíned in l^linnipeg or Brandon.

It ís readily apparent that they have intentions of obtaini-ng employment in

the south. Their goal is the large urban areas, but some wÍl1 concede to the

southern rural centres.

Increasingly, however, such positíons are not found to be readily

available. Faced with this circumstance, many, unfortunately, leave the

teachíng profession. Others, generally against their wíll, accept positions

Ín northern Manitoba. They tend to find themselves confronted vrith situa-

tions for which they are totally unprepared.

It is the purpose of this chapter to illuminate a few of the diffi-

culties experienced by such teachers. Theír experÍence is obviously valuable

to any study of education in the north. Therefore, lengthy interviews \¡/ere

conducted with several southern-trained teachers at Split Lake School. It r¡as

the intentíon of these intervíews Lo establish some general points concerning

the practical problems experienced by the teachers of a northern remote com-

muníty.

Some of the topics raísed by the teachers r¡ere anticipated. Others

showed insíght that can only be gained by experience. Their concerns involved

language and curriculum employed in the school. They also appeared frustrated

due to problems of isolatíon, staff turnover, and the lack of communíty Ín-

volvemenË. All \.{ere ín agreement that the major problem of Split Lake's
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educational system was that of student dropout.

The three teachers interviewed wíshed to remain anonymous, so the

following pseudonyms will be used:

Intervíewee No. 1 sha1l be called Ríta.

Intervíe¡¡ee No. 2 sha1l be called Pau1.

Intervíewee No. 3 sha11 be ca11ed Kate.

Language

One source of astonishment for the ner¿ teachers is the language

problem. AE least in the case of the Split Lake Swampy Cree, the children

are not exposed to the English language until the primary school level.

Kate, a primary teacher, explaÍns:

...Most of the kíds coming into grade one had very little Englísh
language skills. They rrere very good ín Cree, so it was very hard
for me to communícate with Èhem initially....

Paul comments on this problem which haunts the students throughout their

education:

...The fact that the chÍldrents fírst language was other than English
was probably the biggest problem...the way I understood it, was that
the teacher míght ask the student a question in English, of course.
The children would turn the question from Englísh ínto Cree, consider
it, ansrrüer ít in Cree, and then transfer it back Ínto English, and
then give the oral answer. That \,ras something that took me awhí1e to
understand....

He is referríng to secondary 1eve1 students, but the problem ís more acute

at the primary school levels. Most of the school-age chíldren spoke predo-

minantly Cree at home and with their school-aged friends. Dealíng wíth

these chíldren ín the classroom \Á/as a particular problem.

Currícu1um

Another problem cited by the ínterviewees dealt wiÈh the lack of
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. . . the textbooks r¿hich we used were far too difficult for Ëhem and are
designed primarily for kids in the southern schools....The thÍngs that
you talk about in the textbooks they haventt come across, they haventË
seen....Most of the chíldren couldn't understand the thíngs that I was
talking about....hrhen talking about buildíngs in \^linnipeg, and escala-
tors' they dídn't know what escalators vrere. So ít was rather difficult
for me to explain Ëo them....

Paul also had definíte ideas about texts and curriculum:

...Practically all Ithese] textbooks...are designed for white, middle
class children....Often the texts recommended for a grade were beyond
their reading age....The textbooks unfortunately...r.dere too difficult
for kíds to read and understand....

Isolatíon

Split Lake is an extremely isolated community. As a direct result,

there ís a prohibitive cost attached to the importatíon of instructional

and visual aíds. Thus, treatment of subject material in the classroom is

limited to the ingenuity of the teacher ínvolved. In recent years, signi-

relevant curriculum.

states that:

fícant efforts

area. However,

problems. Kate

Concerníng Primary to Junior High grade levels, Rita

have been made on behalf of the Split Lake School ín this

the general effect of these efforts has been to create ner,,/

states:

...The aids...are available, the 16 mm projector, the slide projector,
these are very important for the school, and Split Lake School does
have this type of equipment available, however, things that are not
available are Ëhe cassettes or the fílms or the slides to put inside
these types of equipment, so whaËrs the poínt of having all this
equipment if yourve got nothing to put ínside it to use it as an
effective classroom aÍd?.. .

Kate goes on to explaín the partícular problem with acquírÍ-ng films

for use in the school:

...During the course of the year, we had ordered...many, many films
that were to be used in the classroom, horøever, because of our iso-
lated communíty these fi1ms, most of them did not come and most r¿hen
they did come vrere often received late....
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Staff Turnover

Another problem facíng teachers at Split Lake is that of trying to

understand and deal effectíve1y wíth people of another culture. The teachers

found themselves tryíng to't...throw off middle class values..." and yet

attemptíng at the same time to prepare the children for life in a society

dominated by such values. Paul expands:

...I had problems in the begínning, and I suppose all along at tímes...
tryíng to understand some of the things that the kids would do. Some
of the things that the kids would do seemed unusual. They irritated me.
But I think as tíme went by, f learned a little more. I came to under-
stand why they díd some of them. They are culturalfly] tíed up in child
rearing practíces, and when they come to school, they meet for the first
tíme the middle class values of the unknov¡n Leacher....

In a northern communíty as Ísolated as Split Lake, staff turnover has

become a serious and recurring educatíonal problem. As outlined by Paul:

...It does make a lot of difference....Every year school policy seems
to change. There's no continuity from year Lo year. The program ís
ner¡/, ít seems, every year and nothíng seems to get done....

Although Split Lake has less of a staff turnover than most Lndian reserves

in Manitoba (over 707. of the staff returned for the 1976-77 school year), it

does nonetheless ínterrupt the smooth flow of the education program.

Paul points out that sËaff turnovers often involve a change ín the

school administratÍon :

...fn the four years that I was there, we had five principals, and I
know the year before I was there, there \^ras a new pri-ncipal, so you
can safely say that in five years, there have been approximately six
different principals. Now if you look upon Ëhe principal as the
guidíng hand, the educational leader of the school, then you can see
that there has been no continuity at all. There has been líttle
innovation provided by príncípals....

Paul observes that principals \^/ere often assigned for a year probation

period and that during this trial period they were requíred to devote much

of their time to dutíes outsíde the field of education. Thus, princípals
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at Splít Lake are required to be both postmaster and maintenance super-

vísor of the school. As they are not trained in these areas, these res-

ponsibilities often took far too much time away from the more important

educational matters. Paul also points out that at the start of a new

school year, a neI^r staff must begín to establish a workíng rapport. The

new staff is bound to encounter comnunication problems among themselves,

vrith the administration ín Thornpson, with the Chief and Council and, not

least, wÍth the new princípal who is, unfortunately, often unable to de-

vote enough time to hís staff.

As outlined, a persistent problem is staff turnover. The Depart-

ment of Indian Affairs has usually managed to acquire someone for a vacant

teaching positÍon in the community, but they appear to have paid little

attention to the academic background, prevíous isolation experience, or

cross-cultural teachíng background of the persons hired. Paul states:

...that many teachers r¡ho have been there [Split Lake] don't really
\^iant to be there and donts have very much understandíng of cultural
differences. . . .

Acquíríng qualífíed professional teaehers for teachíng positions

Ín Split Lake has proven to be a problem in northern Indían educatíon. The

reasons for a qualífied teacherrs reluctance Ëo go north are many. Paul

postulates:

. . . a lot of city teachers have or hold fndian people ín very 1ow
esteem and wouldnrt r¡ant to spend a full year of theír time in a
situatíon where they live face to face with Indian people. A1so,
of course, reserves are very isolated, very smal1 where nothing Ís
happeníng líke in the city....

Lack of Community Involvement

Paul also feels that an essential elemenE in the education of

Indians is the ínvolvement of the Band and parents ín the day to day
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running of the classroom. i^Iithout their ínvolvement, cornrnítment and par-

ticipation in the school's affairs, the objectives of the school program

are impossible to attain. This full and welcomed participatíon has not

been reached in the school at Splít Lake. Paul states that:

...the natives don'Ë see the school as being theirs although i^/e out-
siders or r¿hite people say tYes, itts your school, sure itts your
school'but I still don't thínk that they see it as their school.
[]t] is the l^lhite Manrs school, and perhaps part of thaË feeling is
over [sic] our fault because r,,¡e don't thing of ways to get the
parents into the school more often....

As

to

Paul points out, the parents visit the school only to pick up

attend Ëhe Christmas Concert. He states that the parents

...can't encourage their chíldren...to get the high grades..
good job. If you tried sayíng something like that to fndian
it just doesntt work, and parenËs will say, well I had a bit
tÍon myself but it hasn't improved my living situation, and
ís it going to improve that of my children?. . .

reports or

.to get a
children,
of educa-

Iso] how

The problem does not lie so much with parental involvement in their

child's educaËion as Ín the peoplefs not being involved in making decísions

concerning Eheir local school. Paul draws attention to thís problem when

he sËates ". . . still not enough decísions made concernÍng education i-n Split

Lake are made by Split Lakers...." This particular problem has undergone

considerable discussion in recent years. The Department of fndian Affaírs

is concerned and concrete actions are nor.r ín progress to rectify Ëhe problem.

The problem is quite diverse, however, and solutÍons will take Ëime to imple-

ment.

Student Dropout

Student dropout ís probably the most imporËant and the longest stan-

ding concern. Fortunately, improvement has been achieved in this area, but

there is stil1 a major discrepancy between the dropout rate on the reserves
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and ín urban centres. Most children do attend Split Lake School from grades

one to nÍne. Those who continue beyond grade níne must, however, leave the

Teserve to contínue their educatíon Ín such cities as Thompson, Dauphin,

I^linnipeg, and Brandon. Most of them soon become dropouts. Paul comments:

...Dropping out is another problem which we have in Splít Lake School,
but to a much greater extent once the kids leave and go to Dauphin in
their grade 10 years. There are not too many of them that manage to
see out the year, but when one consíders the huge changes that take
place once Ehe...student gets to a place 1Íke Dauphin, maybe it's not
so hard to understand why they do r,^/ant to come back home to people and
things that are more familiar to them....

The problem of attendance is one for whích there has been less ím-

provement. Once mid-winËer, early spring arrives, a fair number of the

sËudents leave wíth their parents for the traplíne, and their formal edu-

cation suffers.

In summary, the main educational problems in Split Lake, as seen by

the teachers themselves, are (a) language and cultural differences bet\n/een

Ëhe teachers and students, (b) teachíng staff who are poorly qualÍfÍed and

reluctant Ëo adjust to condiËions ín northern Indian eommunities, (c) a

high raÈe of teacher and adminisErative turnover resulËíng in little contí-

nuíty from year to year, (d) lack of parental involvement and confÍdence in

Ëhe school system, and (e) a high dropout, raËe after grade níne, ruhích is

caused Ín part by the fact Ëhat sludents going beyond this level must leave

Splir Lake.



CHAPTER V]I

CONCERNS FACING THE COMMUN]TY

Many problems face the communíty of Split Lake, and most of them

affect education either dírectly or indirectly. These problems and their

implications for educatíon, where these can be discerned, are the topic of

this chapter. The isolation of the community is considered first. Atten-

tion Ís then focused on the economy. The need for an all-weather road to

nearby larger centres is then examined. Problems associated with teaching

and adminístration of the school are extremely varied, and therefore are dis-

cussed separately for teachers, principals, and the Band Council. The rela-

tionship beÈween students and theír parents is examíned in the final section.

Isolation

The Split Lake reserve is an isolated community, and this isolation

is compounded by the terrain and climate of the surroundíng area. It would

appear that the most logical means of combating these physical limitations

would be air service, but scheduled aír travel does not exíst for the commu-

níty of Sp1ít Lake.

The community airstríp is totally unsatisfactory, and subject to

unpredictable climatÍc conditions. hlhen air servj-ee is impossible, the com-

munity is almost totally cut off from the outside world. 0n occasion, thís

condition has prevailed for as long as three weeks. When this happens, no

reliable source of medical support servíces are available In cases of

emergency, Ehe nurses can only make patients comfortable. All supplies of
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