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Abstract

The purpose of this thesis is to identify the names of the students who died while
attending the Brandon Indian Residential School (BIRS) and determine the location of
the schod burial grounds along with the number of unmarked graves on the school
property.My researctprojectuses mixed methods including; archival research,
gualitative interviews, GrounBenetrating Radar (GPR), Electromagnetic Ground
Conductivity (EM38), contrioburns, and aerial photography to systematically survey the
school 6s hMyinvestigatignrintouhe deaths and burials of BIRS students
aligns closely with a larger projeloeing conducted by thHEruth and Reconciliation
Commi ssi on (TRC)WOorking &bap®rs Missing Children and Unmarked
Burials (n.d.) This Working Grougattempts to locatthe burial grounds for the Indian
residential schools across Canada and identify the names of the students who died at the
schools in the archives.

This research waconducted ircollaborationwith Soux Valley Dakota Nation,
the University of Manitoba, Brandon Universjtthe United Church of Canadae Royal
Canadian Mounted Police (RCMRNd in consultation witthe TRC, ManitobaHistoric
Resource Branch and Brandon Research CentBy using an applied anthropological
approach my thesis works MissingChht dr bnbe t o
Project It is my hope that this research can assisGibax Valley Dakota Nation with

future restoation, protection and commemoration plans
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Chapter 1

Introduction

In the autumn of 1999, parents from a northern Cree community in Manitoba
contacté a government agency in Winnipeg. As the parents explained, their daughter had
died while attending the Brandon Indian Residential School (BIRS) and she was
supposedly buried in the school cemet@ilyey wantedo bring their daughter hombut
they did ot know where th&IRS cemeterywas located The parent 6s r equcé
directed taPatBadetscher theSenior Archaeologidbr the Manitoba Historic Resource
Branch who then contacted Diane Haglund, the Conferémchivist for the United
Churchof Canada. Working in partnership, Badertscher focused on completing the
archaeological field work at the BIRS property and Haglund searched archival records
linked to the BIRS cemete{. Haglund, personal communication, April 10, 2014).

As Haglund begn her archival search, she discovered that there were no student
death records for the BIRS. For Haglund, it made sense that the next step would be to go
to the cemetery and document the names of the students that would be inscribed on the
headstones. larder to access the property where the BIRS cemetery was located,
Haglund receiveg@ermissiorfrom thethen Chief of Sioux ValleyKen Whitecloud, and
from the Brandon Research Cengriculture Canada WhenHaglundarrivedat the
cemetery, she noticegkllow coloured flagshanging in the corners of the fence. There
were also long stakes placed in the ground adorned with blue and white coloured flags.

Many of these stakes were placed in front of marked depressions in the ground. Haglund



knewa ceremonyad recently taken place for the students who were buried in the
cemetery. While shimoked forheadstones ggrave markersvith names, there was only

a large cairn with a plaque listing the names of 11 students and the dates of their death.
Haglund could at help but also notice tldepressions in the ground beyond the

cemet er y 6 fnceh Hagland, lpersorial communication, April 10, 2014).

Figure 1.1.  Photograph oBrandon Indian Residential School Burial Ground.
It is now located on BranddResearch Centre property, 2004
Photo CreditProvided courtesyfdRobert and Diane Haglund,
used with permission.

Returning to Winnipeg with the information from the cairn, Haglund accessed the

Manitoba Vital Statistics Agency database. While Manitoéisa very accessible and



comprehensive database, Haglund was only able to retrieve limited information about the
death of each student and a vague description of the location of their death. Returning to
search the United Church of Canada Archives agaglund was unable to locate any
burial records. The parents were informed
known. Tragicallythe parents were unable to bring their daughter home.

The deathofachildisdéev ast ati ng | oss and one of |
experiencedt is a reversal of the natural ordearBntal grief is profound; it is extremely
intense, and has a longesting impact than any other type of griafnold & Gemma,
2008; Arnold, Gemma, & Ghman, 2005KreicbergsLannen, Onelov& Wolfe, 2007,
Murphy, bhnson Wu, Fan, & ohan 2003).For many grieving parents, maintaining a
connection upon the death of their child is imperative. This can be done in many ways
such as being physically presen the time of death, through memories, mementos, and
memorials Keert, Thurston, & Briller, 2005)Grieving parentsequire the truth
surrounding the cir cums haaenntease spoitialee¢db ei r ¢ hi
such as compassion, support,y@raand ritual to name just a feMéert, Thurston, &
Briller,2005) Fur t her more, a childdés death affect
family unit and community (Davies, 2004). In Western society, it is often assumed that
our dead will be broght home. However, almost all of the parents of the children who
attended and died at the BIRS were not afforded this hasian right It is fundamental
for all parents to know how, when and why their children died. It is important for parents
to be withtheir child at the time of their death and to know where their child was buried.

Wit hout their childds body or the truth of



of missing children suffer a lifetime of incomprehensible gfiééért, Thurston, &
Briller, 2005.

Perhaps the most tragic aspect of the story about the parents whose daughter died
at the BIRS is thanonymityof her death. During the 77 years that the BIRS was
operating (1898.972),many students died anideir bodies cannot be locatadd the
intent of my thesis was to quantify the number of student deaths. Working with Sioux
Valley Dakota Nation the goals of this research were to: (1) determine the names and
number of students who died while attending the BIRS, (2) determine thietscat
school burial grounds and number unmarked graves at each site, and (3) determine if the
number of graves matched the archival records. | used a forensic anthropology
conceptual framework, that is, forensic anthropology enabled me to use a viariety o
methods to survey unmarked graves on the BIRS property. In consultation with Sioux
Valley Dakota Nation, the number of methods used was expanded to include additional
search areas, specific searches for archival photographs and qualitative interviews. To
identify unknown and forgotten graves, | utilized three different sources of data including
archival research, interviews with survivors and forensic field surveys methods.

The results of my research will providsammary of available archival
informaton, and specifically list the names of students who died at the BIRS. The results
of my research will also identify unmarked graves within and beyond the cemetery
boundary. Based on my research, the specific locations of the graves will be
confidentiallyshared with the Sioux Valley Dakota Nation as they create the foundational

plan forrestoration, protectioand commemoration



The goals of my research were to find the names of all the stugbysscally
locatetheir graves, and tell their stories. Hewer, throughout the entire research process,
| found that there is nothing simple or straightforward about researching the missing
students and unmarked gesvat the BIRS. Dep manyobstacles, thre are many
benefits of utilizing aonceptual forensianthropology framework andwill show how
applied anthropology can be used to contribute valuable knomedgeal, provincial

and national issues.

1.1. Continuing the Search

Despite not finding any archival records, Haglund continued her work searching
the archives for records linked to the BIRS cemet@ryhe summer of 1994, United
Church Reverend Bernice Saulteaux from Carry the Kettle Nakota First Nation in
Saskatchewanetd a ceremonyral feast at the BIRGemetery with survivors of the
school, and those whoparents or relatives had attended the schiR@lerend Saulteaux
wasalsmpproached by t he UGonference ofManitosbadnd of Can e
Northwestern Ontamiin 2002 to conduct a workshop about tB&RS. Along with
Haglund, Reverend Saulteaux led a group of conference participants to the school site
where they discussed the history of the school and its cemetery. The group prayed,
recited the names of thausents who had died at the school, had a moment of silence,
and then scattered Brown Eye Susan and Purple Corn flowers on the school property.
Haglund also continued to look for BIRS records throughout her career as the Conference
Archivist for the UnitedChurch of Canada. Whenever funding was available, she worked

with archivists to pursue a multitude of different strategies in order to locaberiaé



records.These strategies included searchingGheistian Guardiarnthe Methodist
Church newspaper amdsearching historic cemetery Acts and Legislation in Manitoba.
For example, it was hoped that if historical protocols surrounding the registration of a
death could be identified, then the names of the children who died at the BIRS could be
identified by etracing these steps through the same archival channels.

In the fall of 20111 contacted the United Church of Canadahives in
Wi nni peg, Manitoba and spoke with Haglund
on the missing children and unmarked blgriat the BIRS. Haglund talked with me about
her ongoing search for the BIRS archival records and was absolutely delighted to share
the information she had discovered over the years. Haglund was able to secure funding
for me to conduct a dedicated seancithe archival records for the BIRS during a 12
week summer internship funded through the United Church of Canada and Young
Canada Works. With Haglund as my archival mentor, | was optimistic about obtaining
cemetery maps and creating a full list of thedsints who attended the BIRS. | also
hoped that my archival research would enable me to create a full list of students who had
died at the school, determine the cemetery that they were buried in, their home
communities, how old thewere, andhe causs of their deatfs. Based on finding these
records, | expected to determine the procedurepandcolssurroundinghe death of a

student at the BIRS.

1.2. The Research Process
This project has been quite a few years in the making. Initially, | presented the

project idea in my final year of undergraduate studies at Brandon University in 2009.



Afterward, my professor suggested that | apply to graduate school with my project of
seaching for the missing children and unmarked graves as my graduate research
proposal. After my acceptance in the Department of Anthropology at the University of
Manitoba and completing my first year of graduate course work, | began preparing
letter for e Chief and Council of Sioux Valldyakota Nation wha@urrently own the
landwhere he ruins of the BIR&re located. With Elder Kevin Tacan, we discudbed
obstacles of my research project which would potentially involve walking over unmarked
graves dung the field survey. In response, Eldexcanstated that my field work would
identify the unmarked graves whictould prevent people walking across them in the
future. Elder Tacan also discussed with me the ceremonies that would be conducted
before andafter my fieldwork.

In the beginningmy Masters application proposal was organized so that if | was
denied the permissions | needed to carry out the fieldwork, | would still be able to
continue an archival record search. | expected that land permissaitbe the most
difficult and completing the fieldwork might not be possible, and | assumed that archival
research would be relatively straightforward. | thought that obtaining a map of the BIRS
cemeteries would be relatively straightforward as wouldifig the names of the students
who died at the school and their respective communities. The exact opposite turned out to
be true. | encountered the least obstacles conducting the field survey and search while the
archival permissions are still ongoing.

When [ initially met with Chief Vincentacan in 2012, wdiscussed the outline
of my possible research project, the potential development of the BIRS land for an

interpretative centre, and the Chiefds own



stories abo t student deat hs and unmar ked buri al

| proceeded to complete the required paperwork for ethics approval from the University
of Manitoba in order to interview community members from Sioux Valley Dakota Nation
who hal attended BIRS and knew about unmarked burials at the school. Initially, |
anticipated that the participant interviews would be a relatively straightforward process.
However, institutional ethics approval was cumbersome and time consuming. | also knew
tha | did not want to put up posters for recruiting a large number of participants, and |
did not want participants to fill out standardized questionnaires. This would only
reinforce the long legacy of research doné\boriginal peoplesather tharwith andfor
Aboriginal peoples (Irvine, 2011; Kovach, 2009; Piguemal, 2000; Smith, 1999). | wanted
people to know me and the reasons | wanted to do this research, and hopefully, | wanted
the people participating in the interviews to feel comfortable toteit stories. While |
knew | wanted to do things differently, | did know how difficult it would be to set up
places to meet and times to talk. In retrospect, | also should have anticipated that the poor
health of the participants would also need to befabydaken into consideration. As
Changfoot (2009) explains, it has been estimated that 150,000 Aboriginal children
attended Indian residential schools in Canada. Currently there are only 80,000 survivors
still alive and of these survivors five to six @eery day (Changfoot, 2009). The deaths
of elderly survivors, or ill health of many aging survivors, threatens the complete loss of
their firsthand experiences at specific Indian residential schools across Canada.
Anthropological esearch projects n@d out properlyand respectfully seek to
consult with theChief and Council of the communiiiyvolved or implicated in a research

project prior to even beginning the research (Piquemal, 2660)ne it was and is

S



imperative to follow this protocol imy research pro@. Therefore, the objectives of my
research werthoroughlydiscusseavith the Chief and Council of Sioux Valley Dakota
Nationand the design of my research was groundeke needs and consideratiarfs

the Sioux Valley Dakota Nation. & many community members not knowing where their
family members and loved ones are buried creates a profound lack of closure. A further
community consideration was the commemoration of the BIRS site, where the Sioux
Valley Dakota Nation would like to crema treatment centre and learning facility. This
research project is the first step towards being able to fulfill these needs and
considerations in an attempt to locate burial grounds and unmarked graves. By locating
student graves, the Sioux Valley Dak®ation can commemorate the grave sites, and in
doing so they can achieve some sense of closurcdhciliationis ever going be

achieved, research about the Indian Residential Schools needs to be condudtesl with
communityp s  caiotlee fosefront bthe research desigAfter consultation with the

Chief Tacanand Elder Tacan of Sioux Valley Dakota Natiory, imitial research plans

were modified | included qualitative interviews, added field search areas and conducted
controlled burns on the landgperty of the BIRS. | also located historic photographs of
students who attended the BIRS while conducting the archival search for student death
records. While adding these components took a great deal of extra time and additional

resources, | believewas fundamental and imperative to doing meaningful research.

1.3. Context of the Researcher
Since | began my Mast er (eengverglysymem i n

As a forensic anthropologist, my assistance has been requested by the Whahigeg

a
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Service, the Brandon Police Service, the RCMP, and the Manitoba Historic Resources
Branch. This work has involved searches and the recovery of physical evidence at
historic and contemporary scenes. In addition, securing provincial permits for non
invasive cemetery searches at the BIRS required that | submit written progress reports
each year. My use of the Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) to lovasrkedourials at

the BIRSalso required thatdecure Land Permission to establish a control study to
determine the characteristic of unmarked burials. This control study was conducted at the
Brandon Municipality Cemetery with the permission of the City of Brandon which also
required me to submit a written summary of my findings. | also presented pathers at
ManitobaArchaeological Society fall conferenoa the forensic search methods | used at
the Brandon Municipality Cemetery. | also gave a total of six presentaiang the
investigation of unmarldéegraves at the BIR® a number of different orgazations,
including;

1 United Church of Canada Committee on Indigenous Justice and Residential
Schools

Brandon Friendship Centre

Assiniboine PresbyteryJnited Church of Canada

Anthropology DepartmenQsteobiography (12:383Brandon University

= =2 4 =

Native Studies Departmen€anada and the Native (68:25Byandon University
1 History DepartmentPublic History in Canada (54:36®8randon University

In addition, like most students, | also had to workiare to support myself.

This project began asfarensic invesgation of the BIRSemeteriesk-orensic
anthropologists assist with search, recovery, and skeletal analysis during criminal
investigations Burns, 2007; Conner, 2007; Holland & Connell, 20Q&pinger, 2005

Forensic anthropologists dagtwork generally as a moral obligation to the community
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that we work in and our personal reasons for choosing this discipline are rarely
guestioned. This was the case foroatil | began working on this project. It seemed
like the most frequent questio | wa s a $ikde ybu waat $0,do tfisiesear® o
The answer was always obviousite, so much so that answering it was a frequent
oversight on my parfAs | wastrained in my undergraduate degree in forensic
anthropology, there are natural questiehat guide the work of forensic anthropologists.
One guiding question asked is¥herear e our dead?0 It was only
this same question to the BIRS

However, the people that | spoke with wanted to know my personal reasons for
my urdertaking to find the missing children and unmarked burials at the BIRS. This was
a foreign concept for me, &rensic anthropologisiaregenerally not required to state
our personal motivations or contextualize who we are in our research papers aisd repo
In saying this, | daunderstand whpeople need to know this, especially the survivors,
their families and communities. The short answer is that Inm@s/ated to investigate
unmarked graves and missing children becagsew up two mlies west of th BIRS |
took the school bus piathe schookveryday, but | did not know what it was (Figures 1.2
& 1.3). After the school was torn downthe fall of2000, my parents toake to see the
ruins and | learned th#twas a school foAboriginal children(Figure 1.4) but I did not
learn abouthe Canadian Indiaresidenial school system untiltbok an intraluctory
class in Native Studies at university. At that time, | realized that | did not know anything

about Indian residential schools in general, lamelv nothing about the BIRS.



Figure 1.2.

Figure 1.3.

Figure 1.4.
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Brandon Indian Industrial School (189929).

AfRoad to Brandon Industrial Il nstitute i1
Photo Credit: Unite€Church of Canaday.d-c. Please see:
http:/thechildrenremembered.ca/photos/?id=1222&school=brandon

The URL is provided here due to difficulties obtaining copyright permission for

the use of the image.

Brandon Indian Residential School (198872).

AiBrandon I|ledarmad duwmrsnoudmndi ngs, circa 193C¢C
Photo Credit: United Church @anadan.d- c. Please see:
http://thechildrenremembered.ca/photos/?id=1276&school=brandon

The URL is provided here due to difficulties obtaining copyright permission for

the use of th image.

Ruins of the Brandon Indian Residential ScH@6i12)
The school building rubble is identified by a red cirsleaw from the Grand
Valley Road (Highway 459), facing north

Photo Credit: Author

While mostof thepeople Ihavetalked with about my research project were

supportive, some suggested that it would not be possible to locate the unmarked graves.

For example, one Brandonite maintained that | would never receive the proper approvals

for the controlled burns nor walll be able to access the necessary permits that | needed
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to conduct the research. Another acquaintance explained tbanit would be better if

we would justforget about the Indian residential schools. Despite the negative and
demeaning comments abouay research, | was also inundated by numeremsié

requests from two professors to give them my field research notes or what | had written
about the Curran Park burial ground. While | did not expect any of these kinds of
comments, my collaboration withdsix Valley Dakota Nation, Brandon University, and

the RCMP convinced me that the silence and disregard surrounding the BIRS needed to

be rectified and this could be accomplished in my research.

1.4. Structure of the Thesis

In thefirst Chapter | setout the background of my research into the missing
children and unmarkegraves at the BIRWhile the legacy of the Indian residential
school system in Canada has increased in public awareness through the work of the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission RC), greater understandings are needed about what
happened at thBIRS. By looking accurately at what happeneaur own backyard, we
might begin to courageously look at our past and confront our tragic history in order to
speak the truth about what happd. In doing so, we might follow Simpson (2010) and
begin to work together, building strong alliances capable of defeating the colonial
Amantra otodguede apdxiv).

In Chapter 2] provide a brief overview of the literatiabout the Indian
residential shooling system in Canadiabegin byoutlining the legislation,
administration, funding and recruiting methods of Aboriginal children to Indian

residential schools across Canada. Due to consistent underfunding of schools, students
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contracted aborne diseases caused by poorly ventilated building, overcrowded rooms
and unsanitary living conditions. However, the drivers behind the airborne diseases are
not only linked to underfunding, but also to malnutrition, violence and abuse, overwork,
accidens and runaways.

Within this context, | position the BIRS within the literature. While the pervasive
violence and abuse within the Indian residential schooling systebekasveH
documentedby Fontaing(2010),Fournier and Crey (1997), Grant (1996);ig#8rown,

(1988), Miller (1996), and Milloy (1999), almost all the literature lacksre@nsic focus.

That is, while there is a boa literature that documents the many causal factors

contributing to the deaths of students in residential schools acaossl& there are no

studies focusing on tHeIRS with the goal of locating and identifying the students that

died and were buried at the schdg@ihcethe work of locating the missing childrend

unmarked burials at Indiaesidential schools is one oeth mandat es of Canad
and Reconciliation Commission (TRC), | provide an introduction to the TRC and explore

how my investigation into the missing children and unmalkedls at the BIRS

connects to the work of the TRThis chapter sets upe coriext of my research into the

missing children and unmarked burials atBBS.

The searcHior unmarked graveat theBIRS is presented in chapter 3 which
details the specificesearch methods used in the archival record search, the participant
interviewsand the forensic field survey. The aral aspect details the historecords
searchfor the BIRSfiles. Since there are many different narratives and major
inconsistencies about the history of the BIRS cemeteries, it was necessary to determine

accuratanformation before | could proceed with the search for missing chiknen
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unmarked burialsThe qualitative interview section examines the recruitment strategy
with a general description of the participants. Tdrensic field survey section soken
down bymethod and includes the results of the control Ground Penetrating Radar survey

at theBrandon Municipal Cemetery

*Control Site

Brandon Indian
Residential School

Control Site:
Brandon Municipal Cemetery

Site 1:
Assiniboine River Burial Ground

Site 2:
North Hill Burial Ground

Site 3:
North-East Fields

" \Ei-‘ o«

\ 2
-
3

.
*Site 1

Site 4:
East Hill

Figure 1.5 Map of Forensic Survey Sites
Yellow stars identifyeach site locatioand a red circle locates the BIRS ruins
Map Source:Google Maps, 2013

In Chapter 4, | provide the result of the archival search, participant interviews and
field survey by site. | identify the names and numbers of students who were reported as
dying at the BIRS. | show how the results of the qualitative interviews becaneeimaor

eyewitness accounts and also provided firsthand knowledge to contextualize the BIRS. |
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also include information about students who died away from the school and conclude the
chapter with an overview of resul®heresults of the forensic field swey isbroken

downby site, of which there are four: Assiniboine Riveurial Grounds North Hill

Burial Grounds North-East Fields and the Edsill site (Figure 1.5)This investigation

into unmarked burials at the BIRS could not have been possible wadteating and
maintaining networks and partnerships.

In Chapter 5, | evaluate the research methods and discuss how each research
method was able to contribute to the initial aims of the research. Within this section, |
trace how the archival research abbve been enhanced had there not been enormous
restrictions surrounding access to records held by a variety of different record holders.
Here, | also discuss how this research, if conducted earlier, would have had the
opportunity to speak with BIRS suwars who have now passed away. | also explain how
the results of the forensic search methods not only contribute to the goals of the TRC, but
also contribute important data about searching for unmarked graves in southwestern
Manitoba. | concludeny thesiswith recommendations about how the process of truth

and reconciliation cabe authentically put into action
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Chapter 2

Literature Review
of the
Indian Residential Schooling System in Canada

This chaptebegins by outlining motivations and legislations behind the creation
and operations dhe Indian residential schoolirsystemin Canadal give an overview
of how Indian residential schools (IRS) were administrated, funded, as well as how
students were peuited.| also discuss the different variations of residential schdalg;
boarding, industrial, and discuss the Cana
Indian residential schools and not day and boarding schools. | outline how funding and
building design contributed to high rates of airborne diseases and student deaths
throughout IRS and explain how other factors which are often overlooked, such as
malnutrition, violence and abuse, workload, runaways and accidents also contributed to
student deths. From here, ¢o on to focus on the history of the Brandon Indian
Residential School (BIRS) and situatedent deaths within the larger context of the IRS
system in Canada.

In this chapter, | also explore the mandate of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC), trace its near demise in 2008 soon afteothenissioners were
appointedand outline the reformation of the commission under the leadership of
Honourable Justice Murray Sinclaimprovide an overview of th€ERC Working Group
on MissingChildren and Unmarked Burialss their mandate directly applies to the

investigation of unmarked graves and burial grounds for IRS across Canada and examine
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the many challenges that the TRC confronted throughout its mandate. Finally, | explore

the generasilence and sporadic updates which surrounds the progress of the TRC.

2.1. Indian Residential School System
The Indian residential schooling system in Canada has been described as
Canadads fidark secret, 0 and a ndlAfadadhapt er
Northern Developments Canada, 2010; McGonegal, 2009). It was a system designed to
resolve the Al nd itheonghaBsinilaiid. &hisdprodess beGaam to hel a
articulated with severgovernment polies, starting in 1793 witthe Royal
Proclamation to the Gradual Civilization Act of 1857, the Indian Lands Act (1860), and
the first Indian Act of 1876. By 1920, the primary objective of the Canadian
Government 6s I ndian residential schooling ¢
CampbellScott,who was thédeputy Superintendent of Indian Affair®in 1913 to
1932 who declared:
| want to get rid of the Indian problem. | do not think as a matter of fact, that the
country ought to continuously protect a class of people who are able to stand
al oneé Our objective is to continue unt
that has not been absorbed into the body politic and there is no Ind&iogue
and no Indian DepartmenSd¢ott 192Q p.55)
According to the Legacy of Hope Foundatioml #me Aboriginal Healing Foundation
(2011),IRS were established in the early 1830s and persisted well intaith2990s.
Specifically, as the Anglican Church Ganada (2008a) statéshe Mohawk Institute
was the oldest continuously operated Anglicegidential school in Canada that was

established in 1828 as the Mechanicsod | nst

Nat i ons (IR)eToedastveelayally operated school was the Gordon Indian
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Residential School indhnichy, Saskatchewan wh closed in 1996Anglican Church

of Canada, 2008b

2.1.1. Policy and Administration

TheBagot Commissioii18421844) was established and officially recommended
farm-based manual labour at boarding schools for Aboriginal chiidran attempt to
counter the traditional values éboriginal parentsTo this endthe BagotCommission
recommended that the day schools operatingesarveswhowere plagued by poor
attendancgcould be replaced by boarding schools built off reserve (Legacy of Hope
Foundation 2011; Legacy of Hope & Aboriginal Healing Foundations, 2012; Miller,
1989; Sproulel o n e s 1996). As day schools continu
Minister, Sir John A. MacDonald (186¥873 and 1878L891) appointed Nicolas Davin
to study the peration of Industrial Boarding schools in both the United States and
Canada. Rdpatwn Indassrial Schools for Indisand HaltBreeds(alsoknown
asthe DavinReportyas presented in 1879 and recommer
aggressive assitation would best be accomplished by creating industrial boarding
schools situated far from parental and cultural influences (Legacy of Hope Foundation,
2011; Legacy of Hope & Aboriginal Healing Foundations, 2012; Milloy, 1999).

In additionto advising Caada to pursue aggressive assimilatidayin (1879)
alsor ecommended a Acontract met hodowheré del i v
the Gvernment of Canadaould contractvariousreligious orderso operate the schools.
In return, the government ofa@ada would provide funding based on a set amount per

student. By 189Z-ederal Governmemind churches in Canada had entered iritoraal
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agreement of stateinded and churchdministeredRS (Legacy of Hope & Aboriginal

Healing Foundations, 2012; McGagad, 2009). This agreement came into effect in 1893

and divided the responsibilities of operating lih@ianresidential schooling systertie

Federal Governmentould be accountable for purchasing the land, building the school,
paying for teaching salaries and allocating annual grants based on the number of students
while the churches would manage the-tlaglay operations of the schools (Hackett,

2008; Troniak2011).

2.1.2. Funding Indian Residential Schools

TheFeder al G degparmenind Imdiad Affair€DIA) was responsible
for securing the land fdRS, constructing the building, supplyirdesks and books
(Titley, 1986). Whileoperating costs such ssacher salarie$ood, heatingand clothing
were covered by governmegrans (Titley, 1986).Initially, operating costs were
controlled by building capacity which restricted the maximum number of students per
year combined with &quent admonishments from th&A to school principals to use
frugal budgeting measures at all times (MacDonald, 2008; Titley, 1986).

By 1892 theDIA embarked on a funding formula based on a per capita grant
system According toTitley (1986) the new fading formula served two purposes: (1) to
cut government expenditures and, (2) create incentive for the churches to contribute some
of their own resources to the IRS system. However, rather than equal funding en a per
capita basis, some schools receivederand others less, and consequently resulted in
many schools being consistently underfunded. Problems steaming from underfunding

quickly became visible in a multitude of interconnected ways, such as overcrowding,
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poor building construction, lack of matals and maintenance, inadequate clothing, and

substandard nutrition.

2.1.3. Recruiting Students

While some Canadians may still be under the impression that IRS recruited
mainly orphaned children, and while the Federal Government may have stated that
orphans should be taught in these institutions, the predominant means of obtaining
students was to forcibly remove them from their parévitsionegal 2009Milloy 1999;
Vankoughnet, 1895bAn amendment to the Indian Act in 1§&dcluded compulsory
IRS atterdance for all First Nations peoples under the age 0B$6920, Duncascott
madeattendance mandatory I&S for all First Nations children between seven and 15
years of agéMilloy, 1999; Sproule-Jones, 1996; Walker, 2002 Scott 6 s amendrm
thelndian Actcreated the legal basis to enforce mandatory atteed@nests, Indian
Agents and RCMP officers assumed the roles of truant officers with the authority to
apprehend runaways ardforce school attendanddandatory attendance was enforced
by fines and/or imprisang parents whose children did not attend sciieournier &

Crey, 2011, Walker, 2009).

2.1.4. About Indian Residential Schools

Despite beingubsumed under a common name, there were many different types
of residential schools cread for Aboriginal children in CanadirS are also known as
hostels, billets, day schools, boarding schools, industrial schools, residential schools, or

any combination of the above (Government of Northwest Territories Department of
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Education, Culture andmpoyment, Nunavut Department ofikcation and the Legacy
of Hope Foundation, 2013). All of these types of residential schools operated throughout
Canada, except in the provinces of Newfoundland, Ptaveard Island and New
Brunswick (Aboriginal Healing~oundation, 2007).

Currently, there is no conclusive @snfirmedtotal number ofRS that operated
in Canada. In addition, there is catesiable debate surrounding the Federal
Go v er n me n tedgitioh a manyofl theseschoolsIn 2007,Aboriginal Affairs
and Northern Development Canada (2013) recognizedRS the context of the
Indian Residential School Settlement Agreement (IRSSie then, seven additional
IRS have been added through Article 12 of the IRSSA. For about 600 former students
who attended Stirland Lake (Wahbon Bay Academy) and Cristal Lake residential high
schools in remote northern Ontario, it took a class action lawsuit and four years of legal
challengsto have these two residential schools formally recogniz@@1d throug) the
| RSSA Schhedlies KF i ngs IRShe39twhitheaxtludesampb er o f
schoot which wereprivately managed by a church or provincially administétedjacy
of Hope and Aboriginal Healing Foundation, 2011; Truth and Reconciliation
Commisson of Canada, n.d.)

A variety of different | RS haveForbeen r e
example, in 1890, an Annual Report from DI& stated that there were 5,649 pupils
enrolled in 216 day schools, 920 pupils enrolled inntRustrial sclools, 102 pupils
enrolled in ten boarding schools, for a total of 245 schadp#@rtment of Indian Affairs,
1890;i The I ndian Report, o 1891). By 1906, the

Roman Catholic Churcl88 by the Church of England, 46 by the Mudlst, 15 by the
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Presbyterian, one by the Salvation Arriry addition, there weré4 nordenominational
schools, for a total of da9®B U N6 )a.n By hlow3 Gs,
were78 residential schools and 272 day schools, for a total of 350 schools in Canada
(Al mpr ove f alheihconsisteacy hetweeh B2&6tly recognized IRS and the
number of schools documented to have operated between 1890 and 1930 tends to obscure
the true history of Canada.
Tragically, by not formally recognizing boarding schodisy schod, high
schools and academies, the experience of thousands of Aboriginal peoples who attended
these institutions is summarily dismissed. Tdi& prohibits famer studergfrom
participating in the IRSSA Common Experience PayniEm. cruel absurdity of failing
to recognize all th residential schools in Canadaexplained in an interview with John
Milloy, the former director of researcher with the TRC arident University history
professo:
| saw the numbers yesterday. There were about 92,000 people who applied for
Common Experience Payments and 23,000 were rejected. Nearly a third of the
people who applied are rejectusedinéne So,

way now gets to be abused in another. T
break (Throop & Johnson, 2010,19B)

While the number of residential schools operating in Canada remains a contentious issue,
it is estimated thahe IRS systemsawseven generatiored Aboriginal peoplesluring its
operationwith more than 150,000 Aboriginal children across Canada attending

residential schools (Legacy of Hope & Aboriginal Healing Foundations, 2011; Troniak,

2011; Walker, 2009).
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2.2. Student Deaths

During the course its mdate, the TRC found thait least 3,000 children had died
in IRS and that number has since been increased to include mor, @@archildren
(Kennedy 2014; Perkel, 2013). Marstudent deaths can be attributeci®orne
diseases (Bryce 1909; Hackett, 2008; SJ 1996), malnutrition (Grant 1996, Milloy, 1999;
Mosby 2013), violence and abuse (Cote, 2008; Fontaine 3ahissek Wotherspoon
2003, workload and farm accidents. Moreover, it seems likely that thesesisactored
into the reasons why students wanted to run away, and the act of running away also
caused fatalitied €Beuf 2011;Deiter, 1999). While government underfunding is often
attributed as the single cause of high death rates among studentsaatdBSCanada,
the reality is that student deaths were a result of interconnected factors. Even the
wealthiest IRS, such as Brandon Indian Residential Sehed indifferent to addressing
the flawed ventilation, malnutrition, violence and abuse, workésatifarm accidents,

and runaways.

2.2.1. Airborne Diseases

As early as 1897he lethal danger of airborne diseases in IRS was flagged. As
Clerk of the Schools anch of theDIA, Martin B e nrmemard@dndum to the Deputy
Supeintendent of Indian Affairslescribedhe conditions at the schodis had
investigated. Benson explained that students contracted tuberculosis after only a short
time living in the schools (SproulBnes1996).In addition to the airborne diseases,
Benson noted thdkhe design othe schools had failed to provide proper ventilation

adequate saniian andthe materials used in construction wefasubstandarduality.
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All these factors aggravated airborne diseases. Seven yearBtateeter BryceChief
Medical Officer to the Bpartments of the Interior and Indian Affairgleased reports on
his investigation in IRS concerning the high death rates attributed to airborne diseases.
These reports would shock the nation.

By 1904, Aboriginal children were in dire need of a champaoadvocate for
health reforms in IRS. DBryce began his work by instituting the collection of vital
statistical data and monthly medical reports as part of tracking and preventing
communicable diseases-ogserveBy 1907,Dr. Bryce conducted inspectisof 35IRS
in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Albeatal reportedhat 24% of the students these
prairieIRS were dead and more than 75% of the students at File Hill Indian residential
school in Saskatchewan had died in the 16 years since the school (psreedl922).

Dr. Brycealsofound that the primary cause of death was tuberculosis, caused by the
completly inadequate heating and ventilation systems, poorasianjtand a lack of
medical knowledge among church officialseratingschools (Bryce, 1922; Sproule

Jones, 1996). By 1913, Duncan Scott had been promoted to Deputy Superintendent of
Indian Affairsand informedDr. Bryce that his services were no longer needed (Bryce,
1922; SprouleJones, 1996).

The risk ofdeaths from airbornéiseassin IRS was constardind for residential
school students in Manitoba, the risk of contracting tuberculosis weatasdially higher
than the provincial a vubercalgses surv&adaisitoba nd Pai n
IRS found that653 of 816(80%)students in seven provincil®S tested positive for
tuberculosis compared to the%2 15% average for neAboriginal dhildren in

Manitoba. Based on tHartherstatistical evidence gathered from four Manitoba reserves,
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it was observed thale onreserve death rate was 1,020 per 100,000 while the death rate
amongnon-Aboriginal communities neighbouring reserves was 5910€r,000(Ross &
Paine, 1939)For examplein the case of Oak River Reserve (now known as Sioux
Valley Dakota Nation), the death rate was 727 per 10qR08s & Paine, 1939)n the
mostly nonAboriginal community surrounding tHi&ioux ValleyFirst Natian, the death

rate was 26 per 100,0@BRoss & Paine, 1939While Ross and Paine (1939)

acknowledge the danger of epidemic outbreaks as a result of schools admitting students
with tuberculosis, they seem unwilling to consider how tuberculosis re&aisétlations
communities in Manitoban the first place, and howd¢aused such exponential death

rates. In fact, it was a consistent practice lR&across Canada would send children
infected with tuberculosis back to their communitiesgacy of Hope Foundan, 2011).

As primarily an aiborne disease spread through casual contact it is not surprising that

First Nation communities experienced astronomical deaths rates due to tuberculosis.

2.2.2. Drivers of Contagious Diseases and Deaths

There is no doubt that the completely inadequate heating and ventilation in the
IRScaused tuberculosis to become a ficonstanit
scarlet fever, meningitis, pneumonia and flu (Thompson, 2012). However, it is well
establshed in the literature that airborne diseases were certainly not the only cause of
student de atRBssstemnlt séemnptaasidlé te suggest that malnutrition,
violence and abuse, student workload and accidents indeet,the drivers of the
contagious diseases. Thatrisalnutrition, violence and abuse, student workload and

accidents, had to occur first, before students could become susceptible to diseases such as
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tuberculosis, pneumonia, and meningitis (Bryce, 1909; Kelm, 1998; Milloy, T920;

2012).

2.2.3. Malnutrition
The literature about th&RS system and first person accounts from former
students indicate that malnutrition and starvation \@&ensistent realt for the children
who attendedin addition, Aboriginal students weegposed to food that was entirely
foreignas well adrequently substandayth both quantity and quality (Grant, 1996;
Miller 1996; Milloy, 1999). Documenting thempant malnutrition and starvationIRS,
one former student, George Mansihtes:
Hunger was both the first and last thing that | can remember about the school. |
was hungry from the day | went to school until they took me to the hospital two
and a half years later. Not just me. Every Indian student smelled of hunger.
(Grant, 1996, p115)
Malnutrition often causes diseases to occur in the first placRofdgvist (2014)
explains, malnutrition in children affects every part of their body and can have long
lasting repercussions. For example, malnourished children suffer fromhaaihy
heart muscle weakness, low energy, swollen bleeding gums, decayingteaktened
bones preveirg proper growthcracked skin increasirtbe risk of infectionbuildup of
dangerous toxins in the livegadingto kidney falure and a poor immune sysh
(Nordqgvist,2014)
More recently Mosbyds (2013) I andmar k a
were conducted ifRS and First Nation communities throughout Canada. As Mosby

(2013)explains, leading scientists in Canada workogethemwith Indian Affairs and

Indian Health Services Branch of the Department of National Health and Welfare (now
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First Nations and Inuit Health Branch), conducted nutritional experiments on already
malnourished children ilRS, to learn if people just needed vitamindite or if they

needed to eat as wellhese nutritional experiments were conducted within the IRS

system because it provided a controlled environment for researchers to monitor and
change, iihecessarywhat the children were given to elabr exampleMosby (2013)

explains thatn Port Alberni, British Columbigresearchers dictated that these students
would have a massive increase in milk, but delayed the increase for two years in order to
create a base linét the notorious IRS located Schubenacadi®lova Scotia, federal
investigators identified a lack of Vitamin A, B, C, iron, and iodine, and researchers
ordeedthat only Vitamin C to be given to only half the students in order to assess the

changes of iron levels and the health of their g(Mssby, 2013)

2.2.4. Violence and Abuse

Thetwo primary objectives to th&RS system in Caada werdo remove and
isolate Aboriginal children from the influence of their homes, families, traditions, and
cultures, and to assimilate Aboriginal children itite dominant cultur@Aboriginal
Affairs and Nortlern Developments Canada, 201Dhe very concept of these two goals,
which formed the basis of tHBS system strips a person of their identity and isolates
them from their family and culture, is in itsgliolently abusiveAside from the violence
that was set up within the large scheme of the IRS system, there wamksbabuse
within the individualschoolsthatmanifested itself in multiple forms of mental,

emotional, spiritual, and physical abusenarrative from Helen Cote, who attended a
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Roman Catholic residential school in Saskatchewan, relates the widegipteade that
Aboriginal children suffered:

As we approached the school | became excited, talked as loudly as | could. The
priest turne me over to a nun, who took me upstairs to the infirmary and took my
clothes off. She went to fill a bathtub with water. She was very rough, told me to
shut up and called me a dirty, filthy, little Indian. My family had never told me to
shut up. When Was first told to shut up, it shocked me. Where did she get all
these terrible words from? She was pulling my hair and kept telling me to shut up
and to stand still. | fought back. Nobody was going to treat me like dirt. (Cote &
Schissel, 2008, p. 224)

In addition to the verbal and physieablence many students also experienced profound
humiliation and degradation. Based on a series of interviews with Aboriginal people
who survived théRS system across Canada, the Assembly of First Nafi984)
reports that shaming, humiliation and ridicule were also forms of abuséiltiatic
experienced, including:
being punished in humiliating ways, such as being made to lick milk from a
saucer on all fours, like a cat, in front of a room full of childieing made to
wear soiled panties over heads because they did not wipe themselves properly;

having their heads shaved because they ran away; being made to eat food that
they had vomited; being forced to wear a worn sock pinned to their collar all day.

(p-41)

While the overallRS system was atstcore violently abusive towards Aboriginal
children, some survivors have reported on their positive experiences at these schools. For
exampl e, Mary Lou Sepass who aschoelnnded t he

Mission, British Columbia from 1937 to 1948 stated:

|l have no regrets going to school at St

only did I learn academics and domestic chores, | met many people [who] became
a part of my life. | thinkof the awesome works of the priests and nuns that played

a big part in my I|ife. To them | wild/l
good memory, a good scho@Cited in Glavin,2002 p. 29)

a
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Some survivors describe their experiencd®8&tas béng fun orenjoyable. However,
there seems to be an avalanche of literature stating IRS experiences that are in stark
contrastlt has been well documented throughout the academic literaturaemdirs

that violence and abuse were the primary meansasirey culturéo meet the goals of
assimilation(Cote & Schissel2008 Fontaine, 2010Glavin, 2002 Grant 1996 Haig-
Brown,2006Johnstor1988 Miller, 1996 Milloy,1996 Schisse& Wotherspoon2003

Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Cana2i@l?2).

2.2.5. Workload and Accidents

According to Milloy (1999) and Mier (1996) the original curriculum fdRS up
until the 1950s was designed to provide both academic education and practical training,
divided into a half day system. One portidritee school day was devoted to classroom
learning which focused on reading, writing, history, geography, music and religious
training, while the other portion of the day consisted of practicdVocational training,
which were gender specific (Miller996; Milloy, 1999). Girls were taught sewing,
knitting, ironing, cooking, baking, dairy milking, and gardening, while the boys were
instructed in agriculture, livestock care, gardening, and carpentry (Miller, 1996; Milloy,
1999). However, it is well documéed in the literature that in reality, the schools
depended heavily on student manual labour for the operation and maintenance of these
schools (Legacy of Hope Foundation, 2014; Legacy of Hope Foundation and Aboriginal
Healing Foundation, 2003 & 2012; Ke] 1998; Miller, 1996; Milloy, 1999; Truth and

Reconciliation Commission, 2012).
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For many schools, sale of agricultural and livestock goods such as milk, cream, as
well as wheat and produce, were commonly required to supplenesfunded schools.
This necessitated overworking students beyond daily chores to the point that they were
carrying out all operation3he balance between academic and practical education was
hardly maintained and it was not uncommon for desperate principals to exploit labour
from older students to further benefit the schidpdiller, 1996; Milloy, 1999) For
example, in 1902, the exceedingly low grant provided t&im@arioMount Elgin Indian
residential schookequiredthe principal to run a large livestookeration which wagsun
by the students (Milloy, 1999This practice of overworking students resulteteiter
correspondence froBenson, the Clerkf the Schools Banchto the DIA explaining that
the fiboys of this school are ndheyaswely wor k
as their parents know the difference, hence the numerous complaints which reach the
Departmentofilt r eat ment  Miloy,t199@68)pMapy IRE acrwss Canada
required the forced labotinat would resulin apointthat was akin talavery of both
Aboriginal boys and girlgo fulfill the higher goals of thEederal Governmerind

church organizations.

2.2.6. Runaways

The forced manual and domestic labour work, malnutrition, starvation and
emotional, physical, and sexual abuseensy doubt the reasons why children ran away
and made daring escaesm IRS In his bookIndian school daysJohnston (1988)
explairs that the Spanish Indian residential school, in Ontario, which he attended, held

the reputation of being synonymous wittp e ni t ent i ary, ref or mat or
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whi ppi ngs, kicks, sl| &aps Midllloyr ¢ l1doe9abthe rix @ | @
most reliable indicators of abuse was the runawidysidreds of children, (. . .) fled
because, as the assistant dgmitthe Department explained in 1917, they were subjected
to Afr equenp. l142uRunnisghamay frdamsiRS bécame such a common and
dangerous practice thay 1971, thédlIAhad #fa policy on running
reducing the possibility ofinjr y and Wiy, 2999, . 288).s 0 (

According t o L e Beélbefrolesfthe R&yd CanadianeMpunted o n
Police (RCMP) during the Indian residential schegstemthe RCMP was dedicated to
searching and returning runaways back tostteh o o | s f d ro nt haen dfi psrad tee cyt
the students (p. 75Jhe RCMP intercepted children based on potential physical jeopardy
as many students were injured, dr@dror died of exposure during their daring escapes
from IRS across Canad@eBeuf, 201}. InterestinglyDeiter (1999) reportthat in
Saskatchewan, that when anylarol d r unaway was caught, fdhe
the school by the RCMP on the train in handcuffs . . . It was common practioestthka

RCMPbring back.7Munaways?o

2.3. Historical Context of the Brandon Indian Residential School

The BIRS was no exception to the problems that affected the overall IRS system.
While the BIRS is one of 17 IRS in Manitoba to be formally recognized by the Federal
Government, determing the history of the school itself was not straightforward and a
variety of sourcesontained contradictory and misinformation about the history of the
school(Aboriginal Healing Foundation, 2007). These includestrepancies about the

opening of the BIRS and closing dates, the locations of the school and its lands, and
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confusion surrounding names of the schdbls section clarifies basic historical facts

about the history of the BIRS.

2.3.1. Preparationsfor the Brandon Indian Residential School

Initial correspondence in 1890, reveals thatRaderal Governmedts t h e n
Department of Indian AffairgDIA) had allocated $6,000.00 to the Methodist Church for
theestablishment of alRS in Fisher River Cree Fst Nation, Manitoba (Gree, 1890).
However, it was decided that the community did not have adequate agriculture and
pastureland, and was not in close proximity to a settler community (Reed, 1889;
Sutherland, 1890; Vankoughnet, 1889 r&ns River st Nation was also mentionexs
a pcssiblelocation with the school acting as a catchment for the Methodist missionary
work in Cross Lake, Fisher River, Nelson House, Norway House, and Oxford House
(Methodist Church, 1888; Vankoughnet, 1888hwever the Generabecretary of the
Methodist Missionary Society, Alexander Sutherland (3890st at ed, fAknowi ng
disadvantages of having such an institution in or near an Indian Reserve, we ask that this
one be |l ocated i(m192lput hern Manitobao

Together wih SutherlangHayter Reegthe Indian Affairs Commissioner, and
Lawrence Vankoughngthe Deputy Superintendent General of Indian Affairs,
determined that if the school was to be located in southern Manitoba it would also need to
be in close proximity ta settler community. The benefit of having this school situated in
close proximity to a settler community is best stated by Reed (1889):

The detrimental nature of the policy of massing and herding Indians on reserves,

more than is absolutely necessary, sogeparating them from the most potent

civilizing influences, has been recognized. The very same principal applies with
regards to these institutions.



34

They must, if they are to effect the greatest attainable good, be placed, that as the
pupils grow olderthey can be placed out temporarily among settlers, or later, find
permanent employment among the Whites, and so, by allowing them to mingle
with the intelligence and industry of the country, assimilate them with the white
population, and save them froelapsing mto ignorance and barbarianism. (pp.
19121913)
According to Miller (1996), Hayter Reed and Methodist missionary James Woodsworth
met withBrandoncity leaders who were eagerdstablisindian Industrial School
Indeedthe Mayor of Brandonandh e Pr esi dent of the Board of
headquarters in favor of their community a
offer a site free, on the understanding that Brandon wgetldeplacement land from the
Federal Governmea{Miller, 1996, p.177). After several sites in southern Manitoba
were considered, it was decided in 1891 that the school would be located on the outskirts
of the City of Brandon, next to the Experimental Farm (now the Brandon Research
Centre) (Departmentfdndian Affairs, 1891 & 1892fi Th e | nd u sftPrieasli, doe nlt8 €
Semmens, 0 1893; Vankoughnet, 1892). By 189
that work on the new school near Brandon had beDih,(1893). The Dominion Land
Survey System in Canada situates the scho8emtion 28, Township 10, Range 19,

west of the Primary MeridiarCornwallis Rural Municipality, 2013)

2.3.2. Resistance to Student Recruitment

Initially, it was planned that stients for the school would be recruited from
northern Manitoba, and specifically the Lake Winnipeg ares ddichment area would
include Berens River, Cross Lake, Fisher Rilgison House, Norway House and
Oxford Houserirst Natiors (Methodist Church1888; Vankoughnet, 1889). However,

even before the building construction began, multiple lettere senfrom these



35

communitiego church and government officials requesting that the site of the school be
locatedsamewhere closer to their home commuriti€orrespondence from Chief Jacob
Berens to the Methodist church requested that the site of the school be closer to Berens
River First Nation to ensure that the children would remain close to their families,
culture, and community. As Berens (1891) statedi Our hearts are sad f
of sending our children away such a long distance from their people and homes, no, we
| ove our((plods) Inadetter to &he DIA, Métis Indian Agent, Angus MacKay
(1892 spoke on behalf of the communites Ber ens River, Cross La
Bands, 0 and conveyed the collective opposi
such a distanceveay from the communitieg. 2014. In another letter written to tHalA
in response tthe proposedchool inBrandon, Cross LakEirst Nation Chief Jacob Ross
(1895) wrotewith his Bandcounseloron behalf of the community stating
1. We are unwilling to permit our children to go so far away from home to
go so far away from home to a place which we can nevertbopsit in
case of their sickness or dead. If it were at Norway Hauseshould be

gladof the opportunity but cannot consent to send them to a place
unknown to any of us.

2. We have agreed also with Thomas Balfour Chief of Norway House Band
that his chitlren and ours would be better all together in a school situated
at Norway House or some adjacent place on Lake Winn{pe2)75)

Despite these pleas to keep their children close to homBJhand church officials

insisted that the school would be located on the outskirts of Brandon.

2.3.3. The Brandon Indian Residential School
The first group oktudents tanake the long journey to BIRS traveled from the
communities of Berens River, FishRiver, Grand RapidsNorway HouseandOxford

HouseFirst Nationsby steamer and then by q&igure 2.1XDIA, 18 95b; A Prepar
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for, o 1IM9S9)e only 35 students travelled fro
first official enrollment accountfor 38 student§DIA, 1895a; Semmens 1895b). This

suggests that students were recruited locally to supplement attendance as soon as the

school opened in 1895yBall of thissameyear t he school 6s enrol | me
increased to 55 students, @ondninmize travel costs, local recruitment was strongly
encouraged¥lA, 1895a & 1895c). Further confirmation that students weriited

locally is verified in a letter written by Martin Benson (1906e Clerk of School

Branches of Indian Affairsshostaed At he Br andon s thareavd retur
sixteen Sioux Indian children on the réllten boys and six girls. Six entereddr® 7, f our

in698 and six in 06990 (p. 2243)

Figure 2.1. APrincipal Thompson Ferrier ,Mankbang chi |
Museum of M a Bouraen White @hurahroeGanada.,-rad
Please sednttp://thechildrenremembered.ca/wpcontent/uploads/
2010/06/brandoicanoee1362409118568.jpg
The URL is provided here due to difficulties obtaimicopyright
permission for the use of the image.

Correspondence from Benson (1906) to the Deputy Superintendent General
Secretary of Indian Affairs states that Principal Thompson Ferrier, the second principal of
the BIRS (18991928), had requestedmpssion to recruit studemfrom southwestern
Ontario United Church of Canada.db). Inhis correspondence with the DIRerrier
(1923 states:

When we closed the Red Deer school some twembypupils were transferred

here with the understanding thihey were to be returned when the building was
completed at Edmonton. We are preparing to take these students back next week.

(p.51)

Ferrier (1923) concludes his letter by requesting that 40 to 50 students be recruited from

Ontario. A latercorrespondence from Principal Jdbayle (1940a) who was the schéol
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third principal (19291 941) confirms that HAAbout thirtee
short of pupils and the Department arranged to have over 40 sent from Ontario and

Qu e b e c 0.Leétter.correspahidence from Principal Doyle (1940b) specifically notes

a student ready for graduation who was recruited from the Kanesatake First Nation
communityin Oka, Quebe In addition, as early as 1900, students were also being

recruited from Whiteap Dakota First Nation in Saskatchewan (formerly known as

Moose Woods)DIA, 1900). B the 1930s, and possibly much sooner, children were

being recruited from many different First Nations communities in Saskatchewan

(Simpson, 1937). These archival docutsgmovide evidencéhatAboriginal student

recruitment for the BIRS swept across the Prairie Provinces and included Alberta,

Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario and Québegures 2.2)

Figure 2.2.  fiBrandon Indiarindustrial School ~ ¢.1908tudents and dffain front of the
ma i n b uSource:iHitingan, 8992013/2015.
Please sedattp://www.hillmanweb.com/brandon/13res01c.jpg
The URL is provided here due to difficulties obtaining copyright
permission for the use of the image.

At the height of théBIRS vocational and agricultural operations in 1931, the
school owned 960 acres offialand that was used for farm and dairy train(iRigures
23&24)( Corner stone, o0 1929; #Alndian I ndustr.i
n.d-b). Vocational and farm trainingas phased out li956andthe surrounding farm
land was leased to the Brandon Research C@dtriged Church of Canada, naj. The
schoolslowly began to function as a residence with studentglimised into Brandon to
attend a variety of different schools (Department of Indian Affairs, 1960; United Church
of Canada, n:t). In 1969, the Federal Governmergsumed operation of the schaal

later e Oblates of Mary Immaculate operated the scaotl it closed in 197ZBond,
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1967 United Church of Canada, tdHe nder sond6s Directory 1970
United Church of Canada, 2012)b@ndomrdfor 28 years, the formd3IRS was torn

down in the fall of 2000 (Nickel, 2000b)

Figure 2.3. i T Bendon Industal Institute farm, withschod ui | di ng i n the Dbac
Source: United Church of Canada.,-rad
Please sednttp://thechildrenremembered.ca/photos/?id=1195&school=brandon
The URL is provided here due to difficulties obtamncopyright
permission for the use of the image.

Figure 2.4. AfLiIi vest oc k ndon bhdustralrinstisute, ciBlR 1 5 0
Source: United Church of Canadag a
Please sedittp://thechildrenremembered.ca/photos/?id=118F&ol=brandon
The URL is provided here due to difficulties obtaining copyright
permission for the use of the image.
24. Student Deaths at the Brandon Indian Residential School
The BIRS was not immune to the overall problemslaaithcrisisthat
enveloped the IRS systeifhe persistent underfunding created by the per capita funding
formula was evident at the BIRS as early as 1901 (MacDonald, 2008). During this time,
the BIRS had a maximum building capacity of 110 studeitts 106 students othe
register. However, the Department of Indian Affairs only provided funding for 100 pupils
at $120 per capita, which left six students without funding. Inspector Ja(&t8) of
the DIAreported in 1918 that the Brandon school dormitories were crqwdete beds
were only one foot apart, and that Athirty
where according to the Departmental regulations of 400 cubic feet for each pupil there
should be only twenty six0o fapgran8i®l©32, Due t o
Principal Doyle (1932) wrote to tH2lA requesting to increase the number of students

receiving grants from 160 to 165. MacDonald (2008) notes that the same issues reoccurs

two years later when the per capita grants were reduced by h8%yiacipal Doyle
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again requested that the student maximum be raised above capacity, from 165 to 170

students, to help fund tloperations of thechool.

2.4.1 Airborne Diseases

The poor building design and construction of the BIRS became appa®iida
two years after the school opened. In 188&,&lerk of School Branches of Indian
Affairs, Martin Benson reported thtite school had a very serious sanitation problem,
that it was not easy to clean the toilets, and that the toilets releasedgasténch
(Milloy, 1999). As Benson further explained, the construction and conditions of the
school neglected to comply with proper sanitation requirements and compromised the
livelihood of the students (MacDonald, 2008; Milloy, 1999; Spradees, 1996
Unfortunately, changes and improvements were slow. For example, in 1918, Inspector
Jackson reportetthat nothing had changed since his previous visitcanaplaired about
the quality of theBIRS hospital facility(MacDonald, 2008)According to Jackson
(1918), theBIRS nursestatedthat there had been five cases of pneumonia, 15 cases of
the flu and 36 cases of measles, and because the hospital room was too small, sick

children had to stay in their dormitory

2.4.2. Malnutrition

Inadequate foogortions, foreign food, and substandard nutritional content
created the ideal conditions for malnutriti@md BIRS was no exception (Figures 2.5)
Food wasalsoused as form of discipline, where students would be consistently denied

nutrition as punishrant for perceived misbehavio(Milloy, 1999). At the BIRS,
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Commissioner Forget (18Bpwith theDIA in Regina, advised Principal Semm¢h895
to1899t o deprive students of food as at means
for a da y2158)r nhetforneeOBIRS ptudent stated that they had been forced to
eat food that was:
Aprepared in the crudest of ways, and s
bread dippedingpease and har cdenmé ké tdrag e th aldi y/meam u
bottom of tle cans and homemade porridge that had grasshiggseand bird
dr oppi n@sloy,ile99 p.284
Milloy (1999) also notes thaturing an investig#on of the BIRS in 19471948,
Chapmana government dietitiaf, ound t hat t he d48centslhdagnl y e:
per child on food rather than what was a more reasonable figure offthirty r p.ent s o (
267). Swailg another dietitan descri bed the food as being

and insufficient in quantity for growing childrenwithméab ur s s oppt 266 apar t

267).

Figure 2.5. AiThe princiopal and two staff super
atdinnert i me , Brandon I ndustrial I nst
Source: United Church of Canada.,-rad
Please sednttp://thechidrenremembered.ca/photos/?id=1214&school=brandon
The URL is provided here due to difficulties obtaining copyright
permission for the use of the image.

Vising(
t t

i tut e,

As Mosby (2013) suggests there is no reason to suppose that the BIRS was
immune to the widesprdamalnutrition and nutritioal experiments. For exampla,
1953, the carpenters at the BIRS, reported
to the extent that they are garbagjeg] around the barns for food that should only be
fed to thebarno ¢ ¢ u p p.a7A0)§F@urd 2.6) Inadequate nutrition, foreign foods,
substandard diet, amplorable quality of meals and appallingly inhumane nutritional

experimentation woultiave all contributed to student deatsthout proper nutrition,
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the bodieof these students would have stressed along with a weakened immune system,
making them more susceptible to infection by pathogens and would have contributed to

the high rates of infectious airborne diseases.

Figure 26. ACarpentry cl aabk, | Bsandonhne) ndustai 19100
Source: United Church of Canada.,-rad
Please see: http://thechildrenremembered.ca/photos/?id=1194&
school=brandon
The URL is provided here due to difficulties obtaining copyright
permission for the use tfie image.
2.4.3. Violence and Abuse
At the BIRS,archival evidenceevealsthat discipline included sending students
to jail for insubordinationgemmens, 1896@ndby being sent to the mental hospital for
incorrigible behaviour (Doyle, 1938Ylilloy(1996) relates the testimony of a BIRS
survivor who stated he experienced dAcruel
flag pole, sent to bed with ndp28BHond, | iter
addition, there are also narrativie the community of Brandaurrounding a room
specificallyusedfor the solitary confinement of students at the BIRS. Although there
seems to beery limitedsurvivor stories published about the BIRS, ¥bey lack of first
person testimony seems to enable community members to make general staterhents
the BIRS was not so bad and maker simplifying assumptions about the BIRS. This is
supported by survivors who provided testimony of the physical and sxuse they

suffered while attending the BIRS.dppears that the BIRS was no exception to the

violence andabuse that plagued almost every IRS in Canada.
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2.4.4. Workload and Accidents

While overworking and forced labour of students has often tiéeshas the result
of underfunding, this statement may also be an over simplification and generalization
which isseeminglyapplied tomost discussions involvingsidential schools across
Canada. While some schools did suffer from a lack of fundingr etii®ols prospered,
but still overworked their students. The BIRS may have encountered some low economic
points throughout its legacy; however, the overall wealth of the school is quickly
apparent. For example, the BIRS was granted 320 acres when itsvapéned in 1895,
and this was substantially increased by 1913 with the acquisition of 960 acres
(Department of Indian Affairs, 1896;1 ndi an I ndustrial, o6 1913).
amount of land, a barn was built shortly after the school openedpadgbarn was built
around 1910, and by 1915 a large dairy barn and horse barn were alsolautist (
Church of Canada, n@). A root cellar, sheds, garages, as well as separate homes for the
principal, assistant principal, farm instructor, were alsti ba the propertyfFigure 2.7)
(Department of Mines and Resources Dominion Water and Power BureauJr#4d,;

Church of Canada, nd).

Figure 2.7 fiHome of the principal of Brandon Industrial Institute,
with horse and sl eigh waiting, circa 19
Source: United Church of Canada.,-a.d
Please sedittp://thechildrenremembered.ca/photos/?id=1171&school=brandon
The URL is provided here due to difficulties obtaining copyright
permission for the use of the image.

The accumulation afairy cows horse, hog, poultry, agricultural and vegetable
gardens woul@dlsohave provideddditionalrevenue. For example, in 1912, Principal

Ferrier wrote to the Degtment of Indian Affairstating:
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Farm and Gardefi.This year habeenthe best of apof our preceding seasons,

the yield being as follows:

Wheat, red Fife, 22 acres, 646 bushels; Marquis wheat, 9% acres, 371 bushels;
oats, 33¥ acres, 2,019 bushels; barley, 14 acres, 595 bushels; corn, 13 acres,
fodder, 80 tons and 650 dozen ears table corn; potatoes, 10%: acres, 4,000 bushels;
turnips, 3 acres, 4,000 bushels, carrots, mangles andisegfs; 4 acres, 1,550
bushels; hay, alfalfa, millet and timothy, 30 acres, 64 tons; hog pasture rape and
greenoats 20 acres; fruit, 1000 pounds; onions, 80 bushels; parsnips, 270 bushels;
cucumber, citron and squash, 150 bushels; green peas, 30 bushels, cabbage and
cauliflower, 1,300 heads; beef, 4,950 Ibs (1:9912); cream, 16,910 Ibs.

(Department of IndiaAffairs, 1912,p.524)

Given the number of studentse,@perate such an unnecessarily large and expansive
agricultural farm would have required the students to work well beyond the proposed half
day system. In fact, the forced manual labour for both the boys and the girls would have
violatedthe half day sysimto the point of treating the studeriitse indenturedslaves
(Figure 2.8 & 2.9).
Figure 28. iASewing class, Brandon Industri al I nstit
Source: United Church of Canada.,-a.d
Please see: http://thechildrenremembered.ca/phaled/B5&
school=brandon

The URL is provided here due to difficulties obtaining copyright
permission for the use of the image.

Figure 29. fiBoys harvesting carrots, with their instructor watching,
Brandon Industrial I nstitute, 19020
Source: United Church of Canada., 1a.d
Please see: http://thechildrenremembered.ca/photos/?id=1189&
school=brandon
The URL is provided here due to difficulties obtaining copyright
permission for the use of the image.

It wasalsocommonpractice at the BIRS for young female students to be sent to
the homes of the school principals to be domestic servants. This practice was reported by
Principal Semmens (1895) during his time at the school from 1895 to 1899, by Principal
Doyle (1940b) dung his time at the school from 1929 to 1941, and is further verified by

two women whaparticipated in the interviews with m®©ther archival documents
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suggest that female graduates were placed into the homes of prominent families and
sometimes were sen$ ar away as Ontario to work and live in the homes of university
professors (Doyle, 1937; Hoey, 1940).

Students were required to work with dangerous equipment and livestock, and
injuries brokenbones andbst limbs were not unusuéfigures 2.10fPuxley, 2014).
Accordingto Miller (1996), the extensive manual labour and domestic service often left
students unsupervised. As a result, tragic farm accidents occurred, such as the case at the

BIRS in 1949, when one boy fell offie tractor and was kikke(Davis, 1949).

Figure210. AStudent handling a bull, Brandon Indust
Source: United Church of Canada.,-a.d
Please sednttp://thechildrenremembered.ca/photos/?id=1220&school=brandon
The URL is provided here due to difficulties obtaining copyright
permission for the use of the image.

2.4.5. Runaways
At the BIRS, daring escapestudent runningway,andtruancy were not reported
in the early history of the school. Howeverillst (1996) and Milloy (1999) both discuss
the runaway situation in Brandon during the 1940s and 1950s and particularly during the
time of Principal Strapp (1944 1955 (United Church of Canada, nbj. According to
Miller (1996) PrincipalSt r a p phediaghramic deserter who refused to promise not
to run away again by locking him in his dormitory without his clothing, it provoked
intervention by the premier of Saskatchewa
(p- 325). Milloy (1999 also confims that in 1946, the Premier of Saskatchewammy
Douglas Saskatchewan wrote to J@en the Minister of the Department
of Mines and Resources,ashewiasoncer ned that children fro

Reserve, near Carlyle, Saskatchewan, who had rdroaiffthe school complaining of
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the food and mistreat ment , mi gpt265. i f t hey
PremieDougl asd6s intervention caused atheseri es
Regional Inspector of Indian schools, G.H. Marcoeparted that the Brandon principal
was to blame for everything (Milloy, 1999) Accor ding t o LeBeuf ds (
report, in 1951 alone, the RCMP reported an exceptional number of students, totaling 25
both male and female, who had run away from tHe3

The BIRS waslsono exception to the tragic student deaths that platr®d
throughout Canada. As this review of literature indigdtescause of student deaths is
attributed to multiple causal factors including airborne diseases, malnutrition, starvation,
violence and abuse, workload, and accidental déathgnier and Crey, 20185proule
Jones, 1996; Hackett, 2008; Kelm, 1998; Mil, 1996; Milloy 1999)Brining Aboriginal
children to IRS created transmission of infectious diseases that did not exists before the
creationof IRSI n addi tion, Milloydés (1999) <critice
IRS were much more complicatdthn the spread of infectious airborne diseasésléV
antibiotics were not available, good nutrition, adequate work conditions, isolation of the
sick students may have resulted in fewer deédtlseems that if student deaths are solely
attributed tanfectious airbornéiseass then the government drthurches are not to
blame andstudentdeaths as a result of malnutriti@tarvation, violence and abuse,

workload, and accidental deathsimwvnplayed and obscured.
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2.5. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada
On June 11, 2008, iate Minister Stephen Harper made an official apology to
those who attended Indian residential schools in Caf#satariginal Affairs and
Northern Devel opment Canada, 2010gmtheThe Pr
largest class actiosuitin Caradianlegalhistory to date. The Indian Residential School
Settlement Agreement (IRSSA) came into effect on September 19, 2007 (Indian and
Northern Affairs Canada, 2010). According to Aboriginal Affairs and Northern
Development Canada (201 4his Settlement Agreement contains five elements designed
to faddress the | egacy of (pt2haedinclodés: an r esi d

1 Common Experience Payment (CEP). Former students of Indidiem&al
schools who atinded a recognized Indian residential school and were alive as of
May 20, 2005 are eligible to receive a Common Experience Payment from the
Federal Governmeim recognition of the harms they experienced. The payment
provides $10,000 for the first year a$8,000 for each additional year of
attending the residential school. Those who are 65 years or older are eligible to
apply for advance payment until December 31, 2006.

1 Independent Assessment Process (IAP). Former students can pursue resolution for
claims of sexual abuse, serious physical abuse and other harms through this
revised adjudication process. Screened claimants who have settled through the
former Alternative Dispute Resolution process may apply for adjustment base on
the new IAP compensation @ria.

1 Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC). A fiyear, communitypased
TRC will provide culturally safe settings for former students to tell their stories.
Public awareness will be achieved through seven national events and establishing
an historical reard including survivor narratives and archival research.

1 Healing Funding will receive an endowment of $125 million for the next five
years to continue its work in supporting commutiised healing programs.

1 Funds set aside for national and commemaonapirojects.
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2.51 The Creation of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission

On April 28, 2008, Justice Harry LaForme was appointed as Chair of the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) and the Assembly of First Nations appointed
Claudette Dumonr&mith and Jane Brewin Morely as Commissioners for a five year
mandate and a $60 million budget (Changfoot, 20089th and Reconciliation
Commissionn.d-a). However, the fragile process of truth and reconciliation was quickly
derailed. In less than six mths after his appointment, Justice LaForme suddenly
resigned on October 20, 2008. In his letter of resignation to Chuck Strahl, the Minister of
Indian Affairs and Northern Development, LaFrome described the comméshi@mng
Aon the vergetbfcpafhl gsineg interpretation
political interferencel(aForme,2008.

The reformation of th& RC was led by Honourable Justice Murray Sinclair, with
Marie Wilson and Chief Wilton Littlechild as Commissiongi& ( t i me 108).dobn 6 2 0
Milloy from Trent University was appointed the Director of Research and was
responsible for the historical records and report preparation (Milne, n.d.). Milloy was
hopeful that the TRC would locate all the cemeteries, and stated that:

We're also hoping to find hard evidence of who's buried in those cemeteries so we

can provide that information to families. That's why we're doidg tb serve the

interests, the healing and the psychological4welhg of families of children who
went tothe schools(i Re si dent 2000l ffschool , 0

Milloy was given a budget of $1.5 milli@nd was further responsible for searching the
Aarchives for names of missing children an
scanned by archeologists usinggndproofing X-r ay equi pnmed).t 0 ( Mi | ne,
Currently, it seems to be unknown to what extent the TRC was able to complete its goal

of locating and surveying Indian residential school graveyards.
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2.5.2. The Working Group on Missing Children and Unmarked Burials

According to the TRC (2012) Interim Report, Jim Prentice, then Minister of
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada requested thatidwedatenclude a Missing
Children and Unmarke@raves Projectandin 2007the WorkingGroup an Missing
Children and Unmarked Burialsvas created (Curry, 2009). The Working Group
fengaged the expertiseo of Mil |l thatnesdedd i den
to be addressed during the research into missing children and unmarked GrRves
n.dn.). Theseguestionsncluded:investigaing how many students died, why they died,
where they wee buried and accounting fohildren who went missinfRC, n.dn.). To
complete this research, the Working Gradgntifiedarchival data and survivor
testimoniesastwo necessargources of informatiarAccording to Changefoot (2009),
there was a sense afgencyto obtain this information aSbout 80,000 of the
approximate 150,000 aboriginal children who attended residential schools are still alive
anditisestimatetha f i ve or sipk).Fdioen d‘heer Wod &y in g( Gr o
recommendations the TRC launchedMhissing Children Research Projeg@oiteau,
2013;Curry & Friesen, 2009 A Resi de R@l).al school , 0

However, Milloy, the Director of Research for thRC became quickly frustrated
with the massive restrictioni;m accessingrchival records. For example, Milloy
explained that at orechive,he had identified a list of studedeathdrom the finding
aid, but was restricted from sagithe actual document (Milne, n.d.). Milloy later
resigned from his positioas Director of Research, and was replaced by Paulette Regan
fa senior program adviser with an academic

(Curry, 2010 71D.
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To lead ad manage the project and investigation, the TR&appointed Alex
Maass fna former I ndian Affairs civil serva
gravesit esfl2).(Hegoald of the2Msdiny ChildrelAroject are outlined in a
TRC (2010ahewsleterthatstaes
The Missing Childrenb6s research project
list of children who died at school and the cause of their deaths. It will also
document those children who never returned to their home communities. The

Project will also locate school burial sites and cemeteries where it is likely that
many of these children were buriéd. 3

At the Canadian Archaeological Association Conference held in Halifax 2011, Alex
Maass andDr. Eldon Yellowhorn, from Simon Fras&niversity, presented a paper on
thelndian Residential Schools Cemeteries and Unmarked Graves Paogthe work
they planned to completl an abstract of the conference program Maass and
Yellowhorn (2011) state
Working with Aboriginal organizations, the government, and the churches that
ran theschools, we will locate burials and cemeteries associated with the schools
across Canada where many of these children were buried. Our research will make
use of oraléstimony and archival documents, as well as standard archaeological
research methodologies. Once possible grave sites are located using archival and
oral sources, groundtruthing will be conducted in consultation with local First
Nations communities.
While the goals of the Missing ChildrdProject wasto create a list of students who died,
determinghe cause of death, and to locate burials and cemeteries using archival

documentation, survivor testimony and archaeological search dsetie research

process was neithemple or straightforward.

2.5.3. Challenges of the Truth and Recondiation Commission
The TRC was confronted with enormous obstacles throughout its mantiate,

extended tohe process of attaining archival documents fronFgaeral Governmenitt
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was not until April 2010, twoyearsnt o t he T RCO s thdtthevfBRC year man
slowly began to receiviederal document$erkel, 2013 By December 2012, the TRC
was forced to take thteederal Governmend court over the lack afocumentation
provided and a disagreemenirroundinghe definitono f fAr el e v a (Berryd o c u men
2012;TRC, 2012;Woods, 2013). On January 30, 2013, ti@ntario Superior Court
Judge, JusticBtepherGoudge ruled in favour of the TRC, and stated ttiegt Federal
Government had to provide more than the active filestl@aidhey musalsoprovide all
relevant document#cluding those documents located at Library and Archives Canada
(Galloway, 2013 Ot t awa or der e d,apAcolibgtqGalltveapy d s, 201 3
(2013) theFederal Governmefito |l ds an enor mous vol ume of r
is estimated that millions of schealated documents in the archives could occupy 6.5
kilometres of shelf space, andding them could costas much[as]$400 | | i ono ( p. 1
Similar findings were reported by Smith (201@)o notes h d.ibraryiand Archives
Canada estimated relevant documents could stretch for 20 kilometers and would take
abawt $40 million and a decadeTheDRCregquiresi eve a
all theserelevantdocumentdo determine how many students died, their cause of death,
and their burial location€siven ths volume of archival documentthe mandate dhe
TRChasheee xt ended until June 3MTRQOdIi5v &M, To mz0 ]
Truth and Reconciliation Commission, fi)dEven with this extension, the TRC has little
chanceof sortingthrough these vast amounts of fjlest alonecompile a complete
history of the Canadian IRS system.

A second challenge ¢fie TRC was to collect survivor stories across Canada. O

of thegoalswas to create a safe space for survivors to provide their testimonies and
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create public awareness in Canallae TRC gatherstatement# written form,or by

video and audio recordin@RC, n.di & n.d-g). The statementg@alsogathered in three
ways;privately, or in public sharing panels and sharing circles. Those who provided their
statements in private were required to cleomse of two privacy levels (TRQ012). The

first and nost rigid option restricts the statement to the standards &itheral
GovernmenPrivacy Act while the second option allows th&C to use their statements

as a teaching tool and potentially share it with the greater public.

While the second privaayption allows third party access, the TRC and the
National Research Centlecated at the University of Manitoba reserves the right to
restrict access to collected statements (Rabson, 28d&)rding to a blog set up by Jesse
Boiteau (2013), a Masterauskent specializing in Indigenous Archiving at the University
of Manitoba, ficertain records wild/l be rest
(the protocols around access to restricted
the accessibty level to the TRC has yet to be determined, it seems probable to suspect
given the preceding interactions with the Federal Governrtiexitthe conditions will be
very rigid. Howeverat the same timéhe TRC hopes that families, friends and
communities will use the informatioat the National Research Centre to determine what
happened to their children (TRC, mg.

A third challenge othe TRC is locating IRS cemeteries, unmarked graves and
missing childrenRecently, the TRC (n:t) has developed specific webpage for the
Missing ChildrenProject.If a survivor has access to a computer and intetime{TRC
website has a tab devoted to the Missing Children Project and encourages individuals to

provide information about a known dead or disapgkahéd who attendetRS. The
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TRC canalsoreceive this information by telephone, mail, ensaifax. Currently,
individuals carcomplete a onlinemissing child or unmarked graves repaich asks
for informationabout the child and the possible locatadriheir gravg TRC, n.dn).

In anonline article, Alex Maas$, ead ar chaeol ogi st of the
Project, stated thatthe TREuf f er s f r om a c &4ndacoordimgtol ac k o f
Maass the Missing ChildrerProject first identifies the maes of students who died in the
archival records and secondly, attempts to locate the graves at tfideiteson, 2012)

In the discussion dhe physical location of graves, Maatated:

That second step of doing the groypehetrating radar is nots@thing that

we 6r e f u nTherahre approxmnatéy 140 schools on the list now....

There will be probably as many cemeteries as there are schools, and in five years

we just dondét h adegh invdstegatibniolheach one of them. an i n

(Thomson, 2012, 22)

According to Maass, the pgress of the Missing Childré®roject is restricted by

underfunding and time limitations.

Summary

This chapteexamined the creation and operationthefiRS systemin Canada
and the consequences of forced student recruitment, underfunding and flawed building
designs which all contributed to high rates of airborne diseases in schools. In addition,
this chapter explored factors which are generally overlooked or simplifiedlinglu
malnutrition, violence and abuse, workload, runaways and accidents which also
contributed to student deaths across Canada. A brief history of the BIRS was provided
which discussed the date of the schools operation {18%93), location of the school,

resistance to student recruitment and examples of the sweeping student recruitment
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across the Prairie Provinces. Similarly, case example of direct causes and drivers behind
student deaths at the BIRS were discussed. Finally, this chapter prekeRE0 s

Working Group on Missing Children and Unmarked Burrandate and the challenges
confronted while investigating unmarked graves and burial grounds of IRS across
Canada.

In chapter three, | outline the research methods used to conduct an investigation
of unmarked graves and burial grounds at the BIRS. Here, | describe the archival process
and the search for related records such as cartographic documents, cemetery maps,
historical and contemporary aerial photographs, correspondence records suctsas lette
from the BIRS Principals to the DIA, and burial registries or death certificates. | discuss
how | incorporated participant interviews into my research for a richer deeper
understanding and insight into the BIRS. | describe the application of mixeditoren
search methods which were tailored to each site to increase the success rate of locating

burial grounds and unmarked graves.
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Chapter 3

Research Methods

My research into missing children and unmarked burials at the Brandon Indian
Residential School (BIRS) utilized three methaaiehival research, participant
interviewsand forensic field methodérchival methods were used identifythe
children whodied while attending th&IRS and those students who died away from the
school, forexample irsanatoriums, hospitals or, in transit to/from the school. Archival
methods were also used to gain insight the historical protocolssurroundingleatts
and buri¢s at the BIRSParticipant mterviews were conducted to gain riwtst-hand
knowledgeand deeper understandings about student deaths at the BIRS and how burials
at the school were conducted. The field methods included forensic surveys methods such
as field walking, field probing, visual assessmentsraneinvasive geophysical
technologiesWhile there were three distinct methods used during this research process,
they are all interrelated. For example, historic aerial maps were consulted during the
interviews, the location building foundations during the field survey provided insight to
understanding landise during the interviews, and both archival references and survivor
testimonies of burial grounds and unmarked graves informed the field searches.

This type of interconnected research methodology can only be successfully
completed by enpying a communitybased approach. The strengths of community
based research are evident in all three research methods and it is important to emphasize

that the continued support of individuals and groups within the community was
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invaluable to the completn of this project. The purpose of this chapter is to clarify the
history and location of the BIRS burial grounds and outline the research process and
methods used during this project. If guidelines are established and search strategies
replicable, then t restorationcommemoration and protection of Indian residential

school unmarked graves and burial groundshopefullybe completed nationwide.

3.1. Archival Research Methods

Historic documentation of student deaths at the BIRS should be heldwith a
archival record holder. Thaurposeof the archivaresearch was threefold. First, archival
research was used to locate the BER&lentrecords and identifgtudentsvho died
Secondthe archival research wasedto determine the protocalkat the BRS Principal
and the Indian Agent would have used in the event of a death of a child, along with the
Provincial and Municipal regulations surrounding registration of de@thsd, the
archival research was used to locate background information abouRSebBrial
grounds, which could be referenced during the field survey, such as letter correspondence
referencing the location of a burial ground.

The primaryarchivalsearch began by consulting the United Church of Canada
Archives located in Winnipedianitoba. Unfortunately, therehive held only a limité
amount of records from the BIRS. The lack of records could be the result of misfiling,
misplaced, or destroyed record$erefore, theearch for records was expanded. This
required identifying record®iéit may have been held by other agencies and regulatory
bodies to which the school repattend interacted witht the federal, provincial and

municipal levels.
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3.1.1. Death Occurring at the Brandon Indian Residential School

The procedures and protocols surrounding death are dictated by regulations set
out by the province and the municipality. In the case oBIRS, its location onhte
outskirts of the City of Brandon, within th®undaries of thRural Municipality of
Cornwallis meant that it should have reportedCornwalliswho wouldthen forward the
information to the Province as required by law (MacDonald, 2008). According to
MacDonal dés (2008) report, regi str\tali on of
Statistics Acbf 1891 andhe Agriculture, Statistics and Health Aot 1883 These
provincial legislations required any death in a municipality to be registered with the
municipal clerk with a death certificate completed by a physid#acDonald, 2008)
Legally, a burial could not take place until a receipt of registratias received from the
municipal clerk MacDonald, 2008). fergy who performed the funeral service also had
to forward a report of death to the municipality and were required to keep a burial register
(MacDonald, 2008)Once the death certificate was reeel, the municipal clerk would
forward the certificate of death to the pr
indexed and kept in the ar dMadDenald, 2008.2)t he Ag
This protocol seems to have been infrequentlpfeed at the BIRS as only nine student
deaths were found to be registered with the Vital Statistics Agency of Manitoba (2014).
The information that was available was limited and vague. For example, the place of
burial was listed as Brandon or Cornwalliglano cemetery name was provided. The lack
of information is probably not due to privacy regulations, buteisalt of the time period
where only limited information was mandatory, such as name, age and date of death (D.

Haglund, personal communicationpi 11, 2013).
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3.1.2. Death Occurring Away from the Brandon Indian Residential School

The search foarchivalrecords was not limited to buriatqiocols at the BIRS.
The purposef the search also included records related &thdeoccurring away frornhe
BIRS. As the records indicate, students at the BIRS who became severely sick were sent
away for treatment to a number of hospitals and sanatoriuthe surrounding area
(Depatment of Mines and Resourcd®941;, Doyle, 1940). The physicians at the
sanatorium or hospital would have documented these deaths. However, the legal channel
to access these records proved insurmountable given the time restraints and financial
challenges. For example, | was told by the Brandon Regional Hospital that to access
BIRS records would require hiring a lawyer. Children who became sick while attending
the BIRS were also often sent home and later died in their commub&partnent of
Indian Affairs, 1898b, 1901a, 1901b, & 19G%yy, 2012.

It is important to identiffhow many students died at the school and how many
died away from thechool It is likely that some students, who were sent for tuberculosis
treatment near Brandon and died, were returned to the BIRS to be buried on the school
grounds (Doyle, 1940). However, children who were sent farther away from the BIRS for
treatment and died wereply discharged from the BIRS, and it is not likely that they
were returned to be buried on the school groubépértmat of Mines and Resources,
1943). It is unknown where these children were buried; however, it is likely that they
were buried in the rspital orsanatoriuncemetery. The objectives of the research as
outlined in Chapter 1, were to determine the number of students who died at the BIRS,

and those who died while away receiving treatment, but were returned to be buried on
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school grounds. Usgnarchival records assisted with the field survey so that total

numbers of students buried on the school property was not over or under estimated.

3.13. Local Knowledge

Historical inaccuraciesonfound our understanding about the burial grounds used
by the BIRS. Conflicting information surrounds the number of the cemeteries, the
location of the cemeterie,they are mass burial groundsr if they even existed. In the
community of Brandon, #re are also multiple narratives about the BIRS cemeteries.
Comments posted to eBrandon, an online community forewmeal a diversity of
narratives about the BIRS and thérial grounds

At a family gathering a few weeks ago | got a bit of a historyless my

family. My great grandfather attended the industrial school in the early 1900s. We
were informed that there is a cemetary at the site. We did not ask for much
information on it. We went for a hike trying to find the cemetary to no avail. Does
anyane know if it actually exists, if its marked and where it is located in relation

to the building (north, west, etc.XCreeping, 2012).

site does exist, but it is not well marked. If you head up from the ball diamond
near the road, and drive along tlead until you reach the remains of the main
building get out and hike North and a little west you should find it. You may need
to wait 'till spring now though because as | said it is not well marked and there
aren't many "grave stones" that you'd be abkgpbt in the snow (Happy Tralils,
2012)

él remember going on walks with the stu
them were talking about the grave site as we went by it. If my memory serves me
correctly, it was west and a little bit north of thelting. This would have been

196263 (Selah, 2012)

| do believe the graves are sitting North by North/West of what remains of the
main building (foundation). It's been a long time since | trespassed up there
(1980's), | grew up nearby and a lot has cledandn my time as a kid, stories were
told that the graves are behind (North) the greenhouse in the woods. Not much for
markers then, probably nothing at all now. | would suggest to approach Indian
Affairs and get a copy of the site map of the old schadtlimgs. Sorry, I'm not
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much help (Snowman5, 2012).

| have met people who claim to have the names of the deceesed but | have never
seen the list. | have Herd that six individuals are buried there. May be the
Geneological Society has the list (BootQ12).

€ though i am pretty sure there-are unm
oops, turtle crossing. Those are marked now i believe (Prairieboy, 2009).

These online posts give a sense of the general confusion in Brandon surrounding the
locationsof the cemeteries, the condition of the cemeteries, and how many individuals
are buried within these cemeteritgerestingly, the misinformation appears to extend
from one main sourcéhis reportwaswritten by Ruth Tester (1979) of the Manitoba
Genealgical Society This report wasvidely distributed to multiple record holders and
seems to ba central source of confusion surrounding the history of the BIRS and the

school burial grounds.

3.1.4 Search Description
My search for archival records abdahbe missing children and unmarked burials at
the BIRS began during my 2012 internship with the United Church of Canada in
partnership with the Young Canada Works Program. Under the mentorship of my
archival supervisor Diane Haglund, | began to formallytactrecord holders in the
Brandon area, including the Brandon School DivisionWestern Manitoba Regional
Library, the Daly House Museum, and tBeandon Cemeteryith the help of
individuals within these Informaiotnwsmadeor d hol d
accessible through a variety of formats includmmigrofilm, books, orine databases,

newspapers, and churebgistries Appendix A).
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3.2. Participant Interview Research Methods

The purposef theparticipant interviews wat® gan firsthand knowledgand
understandingef thelived experiences of students who attendedBtiRS. This was
madepossible by a network of connections with Sioux Valley Dakota Nation and
Brandon University Faculty members. | begarelploring the manyammunity-based
stories about unmarked graves that had been circulating in the community of Sioux
Valley Dakota Natiorfor a number of years. Therefore, the principal purpose for the
participant interviews was to discuss studdgdths, burial grounds andmarked graves
at the BIRS along witimissingchildren and sick children who wesent away for
treatment. These participant interviews also included conversations about their first day at
the BIRS, their dayo-day routines, the treatment they received discussions about
the layout of the school buildings and property. The purpose of reviewing the school
grounds with the interview participants was to delineate the uses, changes, and
development of the school property. Once the parameters of the prapest

determined, possible search areas for unmarked graves were made possible.

3.2.1. Interview Method

In the spring of 2012, ethicpproval for the five participant interviews was
receivedirom the University of Manitoba, Jouftaulty Research Eits Board and Sioux
Valley Dakota NatiorChief (AppendixB). Throughouthe process of planning,
initiating, and contacting BIRS survivors, | maintainegjoing consultation and
communication witlElder Kevin Tacan, an invaluable source of insight, undedsngs,

and humour throughout the process. To begin the participant intervignpsspve or
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snowball sampling was used as the most effective technique to recruit informettion
key participants (Creswell, 2009; Patton, 2002). Contacts were made tliiolegh
Tacan, participant referrals, community networks, and a chance encounter at public
event.

The introductory meeting was done over the telephone, by email, or in person.
During these conversations | would explain the research project, provide atifmmron
university ethics requirements and answer any questions they had about the interview
process. | further explained that they would have the opportunity to remove or edit
anything they had told me and that if they wanted to, they could drop d sfudy at
anytime and that the information they had provided would be destroyed.

Meeting times were always arranged at the conveniencdiseretionof the
participants. Interviews ranged in length from one or two hours and | received permission
from each participant to takehd written notes during our conversations. A common
guestion was about choosing a pseudonym, which was designed to pratgxivaey,
however, all of the participants did not want to choose one and asked me to make one for
them, and some did not want their names removed from their stories. Formally, | had
prepared an interview package which contained a brief overview aégbarch project, a
voluntary personal information sheet, and an outline of how ongoing consent would be

confidentialitymaintained Appendix C).
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3.3. Field Research Methods

There are distinct differences between cemeteries and burial gré&ugts.
(2000) defines a burial ground as being sm
minority groups within the commurmifdmyadb wher
internal structureo and At he gmmoiaynd may on
community, and can be v u-26i)elnrcanrdstea centetery e st r u
is defined as a specific type of burial sp
characteristics; ownership pasodlameani ng; th
community identities; and sacrednesso (p.
physical perimeters and are organized in such as way that enables users to locate a
specific graveo (Rugg, 2000,grapesatthé&BIRS. Si nc
accurately meet Ruggo0s ( 2tosahesis wil referitothet i on o

school 6s cemeteries as burial grounds.

3.3.1. Forensic Field Surveys

To complete this work, neimvasive brensic field search methods were
enployed Prior to any field workElder Tacan performea smudge on school property
with field workers.In addition, continued consultation and communication with partners
such as Sioux Valley Dakota Nation, RCMP, Brandon Research Centre, and City of
Brando was maintained-ollowing forensic search methods recommended by Burns
(2007)Conner (2007) Dupras, Schultz, Wheeler, and Willi2@96),Holland and
Connell (2008), Hunter and Cox (200Ejllam (2004, unmarked graves and burial

grounds and at the BERwere investigated. There was one control site and four search
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sites includingBrandon Municipal Cemetery, Assiniboine River Burial Ground, North
Hill Burial Ground, NorthEast Fields, and the East HAn overview map (Figure 3.1)
of Brandon and the stounding area details the location of these five sitése sme

plan view. Photographs of the field survey methoddcmatedin Appendix D.
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Figure 3.1. Map ofthe Forensic Survey SitesBrandon, Manitoba
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3.3.2 Forensic Survey Methods

The purpose of the suryat the Brandon Municipal Cemetery was to test the
reliability of the Ground Penetrating Rada
which were not associated with the BIRS. The purpose of the surveys at the BIRS
property was to identify unmarked ges and | employed a number of different search
methods to assist with this search. For example, at site 3, a controlled burn was
completed at the NortRast Fields in order to reveal depressions visually indicative of an
unmarked grave. | also includecetburvey methods of reconnaissance, field walking,
probing, visual search indicators, site preparations, mapping, control burns, geophysical
surveys and aerial photography. Bsing a mixed methods approach and tailoring
forensic field search methods tachasite maximized the identification and location of

both marked and unmarked graves

3.3.21. Site Reconnaissance

Preliminary field reconnaissance was valuable as each search area was unique and
required strategic planning to optimize safety, volunteers, time, equipment, and to
determine which forensic search methods and technologies would be the most applicable
to ersure an effective and successful search (Burns, 2007; Conner, 2007; Dupras,
Schultz, Wheele& Williams, 2006; Hunter & Cox, 2008lorse, Duncan, & Stoutamire,
1983. Reconnaissance was used to assess the condition of the site and to pregitare the
for additional survey methds. It was also used to locate historical featusgsing/water
system, farming equipment, dirt roads, and feni€aswledge of the landscape was very

useful wherhistoricaland current aerial photographs were consulted.
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3.3.22. Field Walking and Probing

Field walking allowed for the assessment of differential vegetation growth and
soft spots over a largeea. Dfferential soil compaction is a common search technique
which often indicates disturbed soils and the potential feageg Probe searches were a
fast, inexpensive and least technical of all the search methods to test thesyndacel
for resistance/compactn (Holland & Connell, 2008)Field walking and probing

narrowed the search areap@rticular locatios worth futher investigation.

3.3.23. Site Preparation

Depending on the area, preparation of the sites were either minimal or a very
large undertaking. Preparations ranged from cutting the grass inside the survey area to
cutting grass around the perimeter of the control burn area. Clearing the area for the
Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) and Electragnetic ground conductivity (EM38)
surveys also required clippirgyergrown hawthorn branche3he equipment used to
prepare the site was donated in kind from the Department bfdpdlogy at Brandon

University androm Dr. Frank and Joanne Nichols

3.3.24. Visual Search Indicators

Visual search methods were useful at every site to help identify graves and
changes to the landscape over time. Soil depressions are often indicative of soil
disruption as a resutltf excavating and backfilling graves. Graves are often characterized
by soft soil compaction, invasive vegetation, or a distinct change in vegetatoum.

Throughout the search, crossesadstones and saiépressiongere inventoried. The
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perimetes of the visual depressions were outlined with bamboo skewers and coloured
flagging tape. The depressions associated with a cross were marked using orange
flagging tape, while depressions not associated with a cross were marked using yellow
flagging tapeln some cases, depressions were not visible around the location in

association with the cross.

3.3.2.5 Control Burns

Control burns are not common in forensic searches because the burn destroys the
distinctive vegetation growth of the burial area. Hogrein historic cases, control burns
serve as an important search technique for large heavily overgrown search areas. In some
cases the technique not only narrows a large search area to a smaller area of interest, but
can also lead to the identification ggecific features. Conveniently, the depressions at
the site were accentuated when the fall leaves fell into the pits and outlined the perimeter

of the depressions

3.3.2.6 Mapping

Mapping was done in a variety of ways during different stages Gitiveys.
Initially, sketch maps and baseline mappivgre completed to create plan views of
visible depressions and wooden crosses. In the later stages of the search, depending on
availability, bpographical survegquipment was used to collect detailefbrmation
about the sites. These types of surveys measure the elevation, direction, and afistance
particular feature andan be used to creat@eecise threglimensional mapAn Altus,

model type APS3, high precision satellite receiver GNSS (GdWaVigation Satellite
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System) was used to captheadstong at site 1, and only required one operator. This
technology allows for extremely precise data points withigh precision satellite
receiverGlobal Navigation Satellite System (Altus PositiapiBystems, 20147 Nikon
NivoTM 5.M Series Total Station was used to capthescontour surface of sites 2 and
3. The data points collected weatewnloaded and imported into Arch Maps 10.1
software progranGlobal Positioningo-ordinates (UTM) of poteiml graves were also

collected at each site.

3.3.2.7. Aerial Photography

Historic and current aerial plagraphsvere compared to identify changes to the
landscape and help narrow areas of interest. In certain cases aerial photclgaxphs
showeddifferential colour changes in the vegetatardepressionseflecting the
distribution of thepossiblegravesites. Aerial photographs weoptimally collected
around dawn or dusk. Current aerial photographs were also used in the data analysis stage
where the results of the geophysical amplitude maps were superimposed to further assist
with the identification of graves.

Historic aerial photographs were obtained from Maps Sales Canada in Winnipeg,
Manitoba.Currentaerial gfnotographs were obtained by tieig aCessna 472 from the
Brandon Flying Club and the BIRS sites were photographed by a professional
photographerAerial photographs weraso obtainedising anUnmanned Aerial Vehicle
(UAV) Fusion 50, and 7D cannon camefae UAV survey required oneperator, one

photographer, one observer.
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3.3.2.8 Soil Profile

Soil propertiesaffect the reflection of the radio wavesiitted bythe GRR
technology (Sensors and Software, 20d4d the ground conductivity for tfeV38
(Geonics Limited, 2013Clay, water table and metal debris all affect the depth and
quality of the reflection. It was important to determine whether the soil would be
conducive to these geophysical technologies prior to any survegsofp r o b e 60 s
maximum core length wa8s cmwith a smalldiametermeasuring 1.75 cm. Core samples
were taken at the Brandon Municipal Cemetery (control site) and the North Hill Burial

Ground (site 2).

3.3.2.9 Metal Detector Survey

Due to the large amounts of historic garbage at site 3, 4 detégtor survey was
used to help estimate the amount of metal buried in the ground. It is an inexpensive and
quick way of determining if there are significant amounts of metal buried under the
surface which would cause interference with the GPR sunfeynietal detector search
revealed that the depressions were packed with historic metal starting at the surface and
continuing several inches below. Based on the results of the metal detector search, it was

concluded that a GPR survey of the depressionsdwoeeld ambiguous data.

3.3.2.10 Ground Penetrating Radar
Grids were prepared to allow the GPR and EM38 survey to be conducted
effectively. In a forensic context, GPR has been used since the 1970s to detect buried

remains according to Dupras, SckudVheeler and Williams (2006). Alongi (1973) was
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one of the first to demonstrate that GPR could detect a buried dog remains and further
suggested that GPR could be employed to detect human remains. The applications of
GPR technology is now used in loceagiarchaeological sites and in searches for
clandestine graves in the fielBgvan, 1991Buck, 2003,Dupras, Schultz, Wheeler, &
Williams, 2006;Holland & Connell, 2005; Hunter & Cox, 200Rjllam, 2004).

A Noggin 5@ MHz GPRwith SmartCarfrom Sensors and Software® wads
for the geophysical survey and was operated tmgmber from the RCMP Parkland
Detachment Forensic Idengétion Unit(Figure 3.2). The GPR survey ranged from
seven to five feet in depth. The GPR transmits a radio wwehe ground and the pulse
is reflected back to the antenti@penthg on the soils skemical and physical properties

(see Figure 3.3). The echoes are recorded and an image is built in real time and viewed

on the screen (see Figure 3.4).
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Figure 3.2. Noggin 500 MHz GPR with SmartCart from Sensors and Software®
Photo Credit: Author
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Figure 3.3. Detecting Buried Objects with GPR Equipment

il. Emits weak radio frequency signal s;
2. Detects thechoes sent back and uses theruild an image;
3. Displays signal time delay and stren

Source: Sensors and Software, 2014, 1 3
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Figure 3.4.  GPR Reflection of a Casket

i V e r yamplimde hyperbolic reflection from a mostly decomposed burial.
Data collected with 500 MHz antennas, PariaHistor Ce met ery, sout he
Source: Conyers, 2012, p. 139.
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3.3.2.11. EM38-MK2 Ground Conductivity Survey

An EM38MK2 with hand held data logger fro@eonics Limited@vasoperated
by t. Senior Archaeologist from Stantec Conmg Ltd. (Figure 3.5)Electrical
conductivity measurements are used to determine moisture and salinity in the soil and
EM38is also recommended for unmarked grave searches (Davis, Kitchen, Sudduth, &
Drummond, 1997; Hunter and Cox, 2005). Conductivity measurements of sbi can
determined by electromagnetic induction (EM) which can determine how well the soil
conducts an applied current (Dawstchen, Sudduth, &Drummond 1997;Milsom,
2003. In other words, the EM38 unit sera$ow frequency electromagnetic field into
theground and measures the electrical conductivity ofthigMcLeod, 2013)Figure
3.6).

The EM38 allows for data to be collected between a depth of 0.75 meters and 1.5
meters when the unit gositioned in thevertical dipole orientatioGeonicsLimited,
2013. Since the soil also conducts electricity, this allows the EM38 technology to locate
changes in the subsurface (Hunter & Cox, 2005). The EM38 unit is sensitive to soil
texture (moisture) such as clay or sand, salinity (dissolved saltsnetatl(\Woods,
2013b). It is the differences in conductivity of subsurface layers which can help identify
stratified layers or voids that could be of interest (Dasaghen, Sudduth&
Drummond 1997). McLeod (2013) further explains that the EM38 tedgytan be
sensitive to disturbed soigdif there is a distinct contrast between the surrounding
soils, agrave can be locateM38 surveys can be quickly and nimvasively

completed.
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Figure 3.5. EM38 survey at th&lorth Hill Burial Ground.

lllustratinghow the EM38 geophysical equipment detects buried objects
Photo Credit: Aurthor

(3] (]
Tranzmiting R czining Tranzmitting Recinving
Cail Coil Coil Coil

A 4

Depth {FE)

Figure 3.6. Diagram illustratinghow the EM38 equipment operates within soils.
Source:Davis, Kitchen, Sudduth, & Drummond, 1997.
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3.4. Control Site: Brandon Municipal Cemetery
The pupose of the noinvasive GroundPenetrating Radar (GPR) searclthat
Brandon Municipal Cemetenyas toassist with interpretation of the GPR data collected
at theBIRS burial groundsThe primary aim of thérensicsurvey wa to test the ability
of the GPRto locate known historic gravé3920s1940s), specifically plots balging to
children and infants dhe Brandon Municipal Cemeterfjhe GPR data dinown
chil dr en6s ugedaswaeomparative sampleacsasdibt the interpretation
of the GPR data collected frothe BIRSCemetery survey ainknownc hi | dr ends gr
sites.
In 1906, the Catholi€hurchsold cemetery lands to the City of Brandon (Barker,
1977). Thiscemeterypecame known as the Brandon Municipal Cemeterycantdnues
to be in operation todaity of Brandon, 2008)0ver the yearghe historic headstones
in thecemeery have fallen over, been miaped, or gone missing erly. This is mainly
due to weatheng and vandalism. t i s possible, especially ir
section that some graves only received small heass, metal markers, ptants or
flowers to mark their plot. Unfortunatehhese types of markers have not survived to the
presenday. The lack of headstones in the historic sections has made the City of Brandon
guestion if theseplots are occupied or vacant.
Sinceecords from the historic childrends
documentegthis area was chosen for tt@mparative GPR surveWhile headstones are
missing todayarchivalrecords state that this section occupancy for all goéots is full.
The City of Brandon haalsocreated an onlin&eographic Informationy&tem(GIS)

cemeterysearch database whictsalconfirms that all the plots are occup{€ity of
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Brandon, n.ec). Thearchival records for Blocks A, B and C document 6 rows with 30
plots per row, which total 180 grave plots. The total number of individuals interned

within these blocks was 218, sinteny plots were sharehd contained multiple

burials.

3.4.1. Site Location

TheBrandon Municipal @meteryis located af901-18th Street Souttwhichis
in thesauth end of the City of Brandoithe approximate geographical cdmates for
the cemetery entrance48°829.50N and 9®5&%6.72W(Google Maps, 2013aJhe
Brandon Municipal Ceetery is organized by section ah@ temetery layodor section
18 and can be seenhigure 4.3 This section contains fivBlocks(A i E). EachBlock

contains twdRowsand each Row contains thimBjots (see Figure 3)7
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Figure 3.7 Cemetery Layout of Section 18.
Source: City of Brandon, n.@.
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3.4.2 ForensicField Survey Results

Written permissiorirom theHistoric Resources Branch (Permit A48) and the
City of Brandon were received to access the property. In addition to the GPR survey,
forensic search methods were also applied in the form of archival research, mapping,
aerial photography, visual searcidicators, and soil probing. Using these search
methods in combination with GPR data, further assisted with the identification and
verification of both marked and unmarked child and infant graves at the Brandon

Municipal Cemetery.

3.4.2.1. Visual Assesment

During the survey, indicators of a grave were seen as differential vegetation such
as dandelions and clover and differential colour such as dark green above the plot.
Depressions were also visible for entire rows, especially in the light of thengama
evening for plots with and without headstones (Figure 3.8). This was significant since the
presence of visual search indicators for historic children graves could also be applied to

the search of unmarked graves at the BIRS.

el

Figure 3.8 Differential Vegetation an€olouration.
Photo Credit: Author
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3.4.22. Mapping

An Altus was usedo collect the positions of 150 headstones and the perimeter of
section 18. Within Blocks A, B, and C, there were 103 headstones. The three dimensional
XYZ data (northing, easting and elevation) was exported into an excel spreadsheet. From
this spreadsheet, the cemetery data points were imported into ESRI (2012) ArcGIS® and
Ar ¢ Ma p Esoftivare ptograms. Figure 3.9 is a contour map of section 18 which

shows the distribution of headstones at the time of the GPR survey.

Legend
e Headstones
¢ Grid 0. Line 0
® Road Perimeter

Contour levels

I -0.681502938 - -0.576830377
I -0.576830377 - -0.472157816
I -0.472157816 - -0.367485255
[ -0.367485255 - -0.262812694
[1-0.262812694 - -0.158140133
[1-0.158140133 - -0.053467572
[1-0.053467572 - 0051204989
[10.051204989 - 0.15587755

[ 0.15587755 - 0,.260550112
[ 0.260550112 - 0.365222673
B 0.365222673 - 0.469895234
I 0.469895234 - 0.574567795

Figure 3.9. TopographicaMap of t he Historic Childrenés Se:«
Showingthe road perimeter, headstones and the first line of the first GPR grid.
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3.42.3. Aerial Photography

Theinitial results from the aerial photo alone clearly show the distribution of the
plots associated with and without headstdifégure 3.10) Employing aerial
photography (optimally collected around dawn or dusk) as a data collecting method
demonstrated imediateresultsthatclearly shoveddifferential colour changes in the
vegetation reflecting occupied grave pldtsrial photographs were taken using an
unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) Fusion 50, and 7D cannon caanelr@quired one

operator, one photograpr,and one observer.

ooo 0o
oo o :

0000 00000 O OoOOOOO
gpop O UUUU_UU
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Figure3.10  Aerial Photograplof Section 18.
Examples of visual plots outlined in yellow.
Photo Credit: Provided courtesy of B. Charbonneau, used with permission.
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3.4.24. Soil Probe

To confirm the soilsisability and reliability for the GPR survgygrmission was
received from the City of Brandon to collect soil samples between plots in Section 18.
Clay and large rocks can reduce and scatter the GPR signal strength and therefore affect
the quality of thedata. Followinghe Texture by FeeGuide(Thien, 1979)the A

Horizon (2.5 to 20 cm) was sandy loam d&nelB Horizon (20 to 33 cm) was sandy clay

3.4.25. Ground Penetrating Radar and Software Programs

The Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) data wasitag into a computer onsite
with the GFP files transferred to an external jump diiee GFP files were then
imported into software programs called EKKO_MAPPER 4, EKKO_View, GPF_Edit 4
and EKKO_Project, which were supplied by Sensors and Software. ptoggams
allowed for the GPR data to be analyzed in different ways. For example, since the GPR
data was collected in a grid, LineView optialtowed selectiomf a particular line of the
grid and the data from this line would be displayed showing the Brafgbe signal over
distance and time. In this way, the spacing of the graves could be directly correlated with
the GPR reflections (Figure 3.11).

Amplitude maps were also quickly created with SliceView, which created
overview maps which could be viewatldifferent depths (Figure 3.12). It also allowed
me to select a particular line, view the cross section, and the depth slices of the amplitude
map simultaneously (Figure 3.13). The interpretation option allowed me to label features
and areas of interesh the GPR line. The GPR data and interpretations were saved as

GPZ files and later exported as JPEG files.
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The GPR data was analyzed by line and considered both low and high amplitude
reflections. First, the GPR survey at the Brandon Municipal Cemetesysuccessful in
| ocating historic childrenés grave. For ex
was able to detect 13 strong reflection profiles and two very weak reflections. The survey
was also very useful to identify different types of reftaes which rangefrom very flat
reflections taypical hyperbola. The depths of the reflections were also valuable for
comparison. In Conyers (2012) bodhkterpreting Grounepenetrating Radar for
Archaeology some examples of GPR profiles of coffingl litkepths ranging from two to
three feet. This was reassuring since the GPR profiles from the Brandon Municipal
Cemetery survey of historic childrendés gr a
The GPR survey of the 180 plots resulted in: 80 plotgkvihowed strong
reflection profiles, 62 plots which showed low amplitude reflection profiles which were
visible throughout several lines of the grid, and 38 plots which showed very weak or no
reflection profiles. The GPR was able to successfully locee gfthe plots in these
blocks (Figure 3.14). Examples of the range of GPR reflection profiles collected from the

Brandon Municipal Cemetery can be foundAppendix E

Position (ft)

Figure3.11  Example of &GPR Line View
GPR data collected line 3 of grid 1.
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Figure3.12 Example ofGPR AmplitudeMap
GPRslicedatafrom 1.6 to 1.8 feet in depth from grid O.

Posgion (ft)
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Depth(t), V=0.328 (ths)

Choose a line in the grid\

Figure3.13  Example of Amplitude Map andi€eview
Depth0.98 to 1.14eet.
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=Single burial - headstone n =Single burial -no headstone n =Strong Reflection N
[] =Multiple burials - headstone [] =Multiple burials - no headstone ﬂ =Wealk Reflection #
:'j = Very Weak or No Reflection

Figure3.14  Results of the GPBurvey.
Colour coordinated tdemonstratéhe distribution of headstones, single and
double burial plots and success rate of the GPR to locate the plot.
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This chapter set out the research methods which were used in combination to
investigate unmarked graves at the BIRS. While logadirchival records for thechool
was not as straightforward as initially anticipated, working with the United Church of
Canada Conference Archivist, | was able to compile a list of students who died while
attending the BIRS using a variety of sourcesaddition, a list of records and recorder
holders at the municipal, provincial and federal level which were consulted in search of
the BIRS records was produced.

Multiple field search methods and geophysical techniques were used at the four
different sites to effectively locate graves and recommend boundaries for protection. In
addition to these forensic search methods, eyewitness accounts from interviews were
utilized. It is important that information gained from these interviews be taken seriously,
and hat their narratives are not reduced to rumors of alleged burialsnfOnenéion
gained from these interviews wiavaluable as thBIRS site isnow approximately 18
acres and cdains heavily treed areas. While this chapter was broken down by specific
research method, it was the overall networks that guided and supported this research
project. These professional partnerships made research on missing children and
unmarked burials at the BIRS possible. Chapter 4 details the results of the archival

researchparticipant interviews and forensic field surveys by site.
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Chapter 4

Resultsof the Research Methods

In this chapter, the results of the research methods will be presented by site.
Within each section, | include site specific results ofatahival search, participant
interviews, and forensic field surveys. Archival results outline documentation, forms and
procedures relating to student deaths at the Brandon Indian Residential School (BIRS)
which were recovered the archival seardeludedin eachsection are the results of the
participant interviewsvhich provided effective source of informatitmassist with
locating unmarked graves the BIRS property. In addition, the results of the-non
invasive forensic search methods, mapping, Grdemktrating Radar (GPR) and
ElectroMagnetic Ground Conductivity (EM38) surveys will be outlined. | further discuss
information obtained from archival documents and survivor testimony regarding student
deaths and burials which occurred away from the BHR&h as at hospitals or in
transportation to the schodl.working list of the students who died while attending the

BIRS s located inAppendixF.

4.1. Site 1: Assiniboine River Burial Ground

The purpose of thimvestigation of the Assiniboine RivBurial Groundwas to
confirm its existence as the first burial ground of the BIRS. It was important to also
establish its exact locatiomhe original cemetery, located near the riverbank is

confirmed by a correspondence frérincipal Ferrier (1912a, p. 1908) who states,



83

ASince this Institution was opened in 1895
| ower end of the farm close to the Assinib
Ferrier sought the consent of the Detpeent of Indian Affairs (DIA) to establish a new
burial site located north of the schoBler r i er 6s 1 nquiries into a
grounds were initiated by a request from the City of Brandon who wanted to purchase the
land from the DIA fora park(Ferrier, 1912a; Kavanag, 2007 ; A Wi )l put t
As Fecoreeédpondence expl ailamdwotlcheHfectwvalyt y 6 s pu
stop any burials:

We discussed the situation, and came to the conclusion tastmnch as the

generapublic might have an opportunity in the future of observing this burying

ground from goublic park, some sentiment might arise regarding the matter,

therefore | believe that it is unwise to continue burying in that plot of land.

(Ferrier, 1912a, p.908)
Ferrier andBrandonCity Council continued to deliberate the land agreement for three
additional years, and tli&randon Sumeports that land negotiations were postponed due
to World War I, and the City did not officially take over the land urBR21(fi Ai ki ns
endeavoring, 0 1915Johnétohsl@o§aWhile thenexactldates ofl 9 15 ;
operation may never be known, it can be estimated that this burial ground was closed in
1912 at the request of Principal Ferrier (1912a).

In order to preparthe site for a city park, repairs were made to the main road and
unwanted trees were removed in the 19306nston1995b).Dr. E. J.Andrews, the
Research Director of the Experimental Farm toldBrendon Surthat the headstones
which had remained wefer e moved when the city was cl ean

(AMystery of GrSubstargigl modificati6bn3 to thg site beghn) in the

1960s when an outdoor circular pool was constructediléediwith water diverted from
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the Assiniboine Rer and was opened to the public in 1961 (Johnston, 1995c). These
major developments threatened the burial site and prortiegirandon Indian
Friendship Society (Brandon Friendship Centre) and Alfred Kirkness, a graduate of the
BIRS and an employee of theferimental Farm, to notify both Dr. Andrews and BIRS
Principal Ford Bond19591970)(Andrews, 1963; Department of Indian and Inuit
Affairs, 19631970) In the summer of 1963, the location of the burial ground was
marked with four white stakes by AlfredrKness, Dr. Andrews, Mr. Waldon the
Foreman of the Experimental Farm along vitélvin Shelley the Brandon City Manager
(Andrews, 196&G&Baviebyst 09 30f

Kirknes® gr owi ng concern for the preservat.i
1966, and forced him to write another letter to A. Laing, the Minister of Northern Affairs
in Ottawa. In the | etter Kirkness stated t
eachyear, until one day, | saw picnic tables, benches and barbecue stands, placed over
these students graveso (Kirkness, 1966a, p
studentsdé graves, Kirkness requelNottherd t hat
Development (DIAND)exhume and rntern the remains in a safe protected place on the
school site (Kirkness, 1964a, 1964b, & 1966a).

According to a letter written by S. C. Knapp (19&egional Superintendent of
Development Theitemetery orahd now owned by the City of Brandon has been
bulldozed over and the surface of the ground so level that it would be impossible to
determine where the individual graves are sidiaip. 1(). Despite the removal of visual
search indicatorghe Superintende of thelndian AffairsPortage la Prairie AgenciD.

A. H. Nield went to investiggee the burial groundiith Mr. Kirkness. Nield (1964b)
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reported on higvestigation and statedThere is no sign of the old cemetery at this time,
but | do not doubt Mr. K r k rkeos/ledge of this cematg as he attended the Brandon
residential shool in 1908 and has been employed at the Experimental Farm for the past
thirty-fiveyear® (p. 1) . To protect the Assiniboine
Affairs Branch expleed two different options and Neild (1966) estimated that:

1 To build a cairn and fence would cost approximately $2,000.00

1 To relocate all the graves to a new area would cost approximately $8,000.00
Whil e the Indian Affairs sBoehunethecemairsi der ed
and relocate them to a protected location, it was determined that building a fence around
the burial ground would be more cost effective.

However, it is not clear who was responsibledi@cting a fence and cairn thie

dates thathe fence and cairn were built. One articleheBrandon Surcredits the
DIAND for building a fence around the cemetery atating a cairn inside in 1967
(Department of Indian and Inuit Affairs, 198370 Johnston1995c).However,archival
documents do not support tlulsim and t seems that despite unavailable funding from
the Indian Affairs Branch, protgon of this burial ground wasompleted by the local
Rotary Club and thBrandon Girl GuidesAccording to B.Jolly, who was th®ivision
Commissioner of the Brandon Girl Guides, the project took place in 1967 as part of their
centennial project (personal communication, B. Jolly, 28&al, 27). TheBrandon Sun
reported that in 1972 the Rotary Club had built the fence, and the Brand@u(siels

had provided the plaque and plantet o wer s (A Gi r|l GuiHidles, 0 197
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Figure 41 Burial ground in Curran Park, 1967
Photograph of B. Jolly presenting D. Broomhall with honorary life membership.
Photo Credit: Povided courtesy oB. Jolly, used with permission.

! ST e
R < 49 T ERETIIN ,
Figure 4.2 Brandon Girl Guides at the burial ground in Curran Park, 1967

Photaraph of the fencand the blue and goldbfvers in the plot.
Photo CreditProvided courtesy oB. Jolly, used withpermission
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Figure 4.3 Photograph oMemorial Garden locateieh the
Turtle Crossing Campgroung004
Photo CreditProvided courtesy of Robert and Diane Haglund,
used with permission.

Figure 4.4 Photograph oMemorial Plaque for Brandon ladtrial School Children.
Photo CreditProvided courtesy of Robert and Diane Haglund,
used with permission.
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4.2.1. Site Location
This burial grounds locatedsouth of the BIRS, ithe privately owned
campground called Turtle Crossing, formethown as Curran Pl within the city limits
of Brandon (4100 Grand ValleyRoad)he si teds | ed@l9SEwWscript.
with the geographical coordinates being approximatelp #29.86"Nand99°59'45.30"
W (Google Map, 2013). The burial groundcarscessible by travelling two kilometers west
from 18 Street (Provincial Road 10) on the Grand Valley Road (Provincial Road 459) and

south approximately half a kilometer on Turtle Crossing Road.

4.1.2. Archival Results

Initially, the purpose of the arstal research was to compile a list of students who
died at the BIRS, the dates of their deaths, their home communities, and the cause of their
deaths. However, additional archival records were needed since a list of student deaths
was not recovered. Thearch was expanded to include information about school
protocols surrounding the death of a student, and determining sicknesses, injuries, causes
of death, and numbers of death per yehich were noted in certain recovered archival
sources. For many stuaks, the spelling of their first and last names was inconsistent and
for this reason, the spelling of studentods

It can be estimated that the Assiniboine River Burial Ground opened in 1895 and
closed in 1912 at the request of ipal Ferrier (1912a). During this period, the
Principals of theBIRS reportedthat students suffered from; attions of legs,
concussionghives, ringworm, ptomainepoisoning(food poisoning)papulareczema

influenza,grippe,chest conditionanpflammation of the lunggliphtheria pneumonia,
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scrofula,tuberculosis, typhoifever,scarlet fever, andpidemics of chicken pox and
measlegDepartment of Indian Affairs, 1896, 18981901a, 1902, 1907 &909. Direct

causes of deaths have been idettias scarlet fever, pneumonia, consumption or
tuberculosisDepartment of Indian Affairs, 1899, 1902, 1903b, 1906, 1907, 1909, 1911

& 1913; Ferrier, 1912a & c). The age of death was only recovered for one student, who
died at the age of 11 years (Gadiel9031920). Students who elil at the BIRS were

from First Nation communities includingerens River, Bull HegdCross Lake, Fisher
River, Gododés Lake, |1 sland LalkdgrdHbusd, t |1 e Gr a
Poplar River, Port ChurchiindfiSt. Reter® (Tester, 1979). Since students were

recruited from many First Nations communities in Manitdbatario, Quebec

Saskatchewan and Alberta, it seems likely to suggest that there were more than these 12
communities whose children died while attending the BlB&yle, 1940;Ferrier, 1923;

Simpson, 1937).

41.2.1. Procedures and Protocols

One volume held in Librargnd Archives Canadd 8971909 contained names
of students who died at the BIRS in relation to application forms for the withdrawal of
their annuitiesAccording to Miller (1996), in 1894 and again in 190@emdments were
made to the Indian Act which greed Ottawa the power to direct the annuities of children
however they saw fifThefile of withdrawing annuity contained correspondeheéveen
the secretary of the Department of Indian Affairs, Indian agents and the Principals of

Industrial and boardingchools from 1897 to 1909.
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One burial registry held at the Archives of the United Church of Canada in
Winnipeg, Manitoba contained the name of one student who died at the BéR&Id,
19031920. It seems probable that burial registries were senet®@#partment of Indian
Affairs and are now held &ibrary and Archives Canada. One restricted file was

identified which dated from 1896923, and is likely a burial registry of the BIRS.

41.22. Determining Names and Numbers

There were several majarchival sources recovered for this period between 1896
and 1911. The Tester (1979) report from the Manitoba Genealogical Society is the only
source which includes a detailed list of student names, home communities, and dates of
deaths. The Library and Antves Canadal@97-1909 file contains forms for the
withdrawal of student annuities lists student names and sporadically contains information
on their home community, date of death, and cause of death. The other documentation
held by the Department of Irath Affairs and the Methodist Church of Canada has only
recorded the number of student deaths per year. To complicate the issue further, when the
Department of Indian Affairs and the Methodist Church of Canada documents are
compared, the numbers of deatles year do not coincide. For example, in 1905, the
Annual Report recordve deaths, while the Methodist Church Minutes only records
threedeaths. The difference in numbers of deaths per year could be attributed to the
varying dates of the ye@&nd repadrand publication; however, the lack of student names
has made it extremely difficult to definitively determine the exact number of students
who died during a particular year, or to estimate the total number of students who are

buried in the Assiniboine Rer Burial Grounds.
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Missing records have also made estimations of student deaths difficult to
determine for this period. Based on the Tester (1979) report, during 1895 to 1911 there
were 48 student deaths, with no deaths recorded during T84 ®nnual Rports
document 30 student deaths, with records missing for 1903, 1908 and 1909. The
Quarterly Returns document 12 student deaths which occurred during the first four years
of the schools operation (1894898). The Methodist Church of Canada began recording
the Lake Winnipeg District in their Minutes in 1904, and based on these records, 34
student deaths were reported. Below, Table 4.1 succinctly outlines the issues that arose

during the analysis of the archival records for the Assiniboine River Burial @soun

Table 4.1

Summary oArchival Results

Archival vears ofNali/rgitI)aet:Ie Years o’;larlr;?nr Tow qu mber
Source available unavailable 9
years years  studentdeaths

Manitoba 1896
Genealogical 1909, 15 1895, 1910 2 48
Society 1911

1896,

1898 1895,
Annual 1902, 1897,
Reports 1904 12 1903, 5 30

1907, 19081909

19101911
Quarterly
Returns 18951898 4 18991911 13 12
Methodist
Church
Minutes and ~ T2041911 8 18951903 9 21

Yearbooks
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4.1.3. Interview Results

Thesurvivors of the BIRS who were interviewed did not have any information
about the schoolsd6 first burial ground. Th
during the years 1938 to 1962. During the time period the survivors attended the BIRS,

students wex being buried in the second school burial ground.

4.1.4 Forensic Field Survey Results

Initially, the aim of the forensic field research was to employ the same methods
used at the Brandon Municipal Cenrgtevhich were to be used at Turtle Crosssitg
including: GPR, soil probing, visual search indicators, mapping and aerial photography.
However, the BIRS land which included the burial ground was officially leased to the
City of Brandon in 1921, and the land was turned into the public park. ThefCi
Brandon privately sold the land in 1998 (City of Brandonsa).dAs a result, | was
denied permission as the landowner was under the impression that it was only a memorial
garden anahot a cemetery (see Figure 4.5 and Figurdat.éhaps identifyinghe

cemetery asfimemorial gardea o r  |adian demeteryp ) .

Summary

The names of 51 students were recovered for this time period and it is very
plausible to suggest that these students were interned in the Assiniboine River Burial
Ground AppendixF detailsthe results for the search for student deaths at the BIRS
specific to the period between 1895 and 1911 which are likely the operation dates of the

Assiniboine River Buri al Ground. This tabl
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death, the studentsd home communitege, cause
Table4.2 summarizes the research methods which were used while investigating the

Assiniboine River Burial Ground.

Table 4.2.

Summary of Research Methods used at the Assiniboine River Burial Ground

Research Method Utilized Comments
Archival Research Yes Variety of Sources Consulted
Participant Interviews Yes Limited Knowledge
Forensic Research No Land Permission Denied

Visual Assessment No

Control Burn No

Mapping No

Aerial Photography No

Soil Probe No

GPR No

EM38-MK2 No

4.15.1. Distribution of Information

This list of names has been discussed with the Chief and Council of Sioux Valley
Dakota Nation. How they would like to move forward with this information will be up to
the community. For this search site, there waspezific information which was

confidentially shared with Sioux Valley Dakota Nation.

4.1.5.2. Additional Work

Future research will need to focus on gaining access to archival records held at the
provincial and federal level. This will requicempleting many lengthy protocols and
possibly additional legal channels. The forensic work will require gaining property owner

permission and registering the burial ground with the province of Manitoba.
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4.2.  Site 2: North Hill Burial Ground

The Assinibone River Burial Ground closed sometime between 1912 and 1921, it
can be estimated that burials stopped when Principal Ferrier (1912a) first made the
request in 1912. The North Hill Burial Ground is currently identified by a cairn with a
plague inthecerer of a fenced enclosure. There are
plaque. The earliest date of death inscribed on the plaque is 1928. Between 1912 and
1928 from the closing of the Assiniboine River Burial Ground in 1912 to the first official
recognitionof a burial at the North Hill Burial Ground in 1928 it is not known where
BIRS burial occurred. With this large gap in years of operation years-{1®3) and a
lack of corresponding death records, it is plausible that there are more than 11 individuals
interred within this fenced burial ground. It also seems plausible that there may be
individuals buried beyond the current cemetery fence. In addition, Sioux Valley Dakota
Nation community members have concerns that there are unmarked graves both inside
ard outside thehain link fence.

Modifications toNorth Hill began in the 1950s when the BIR®&nged its focus
from industrialto academic training and the school began to function as a residence and
students were bused into the city to attend Brandohgedhools (United Church of
Canada, n4b). In 1956, the farm training was cancelled, livestweksold the following
year, and the land which surrounded the school property includimgpttiie Hill Burial
Groundwas leased to the Brandon Research @g@tndrews, 1963; United Church of
Canada, n4b). As part of the land transfdfirkness (1964b) explairsh at @A Mr . Wal d

the farmer foreman got permission from Dr. Andrews Superintendent of the Brandon
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Research Centre, to erect a temporary fence anbnstudent graves whichlgcated in
a cow pastureo (p.1).

However, it appears thhythe 1960s, the BIRS was no longer maintaining the
North Hill Burial Groundand the condition inside the fence ueqd considerable
improvementsSuperintendent dhe Indian AffairsPortage la Prairie Agenci. A. H.
Nield went to investigee the North Hill Burial Ground and requesteadhival cemetery

records fronthe federal leveINo cemetery records were located and the requeest

directed taPrincipal Ford Bad (19591970)(Andrews, 1963D 6 Ast o u Bavey,1 9 6 3 ;

1963; Department of Indian and Inuit Affairs, 194370. On behalf oPrincipal Bond
Assistant Principal E. @avis (1963) replied that there was only one grave which had a

| egi bl e ma r deecare a tew moretgraees up therdy but none with readable

markers, and canfindnerc or d of any .liappedrshhethefAssistans 0 ( p .

Director of Education of Indian Affairs, R. Bavey (1963b) received a letter on October

10, 1963 fronPrincipalBond whi ch included fAa diagram

names to be associated with these gravesao

map which was provided by Bond was missing fromattehivalfile (Department of
Indian and InuitAffairs, 19631970).

Due to theneglect of the cemetery upkeep and continuous letterskidness,
the Indian Affairs Branch decided to provide funding for a fence, cairn, and to allocate
$200.00 annually to the school for the maintenance of the lguaahds (Kirkness,
1968; Patry, 1967). The Canadian Bronze Companydftd/innipeg wasired tocreate
thememorial plaqueand Jaska Construction Lif Brandon was given the contract to

install the fence and cairn in 1967 (Nield, 1967b). Howevercaongractor later wrote

1)

0 |
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thatthey were unable to find the cemetery or the stakes showing them where to erect the

fence (Manitoba Genealogical Society, n.BrjncipalBond was asked to submit a list of

names and dates of deaths for the inscription onaine which was erected in 1968

(Bond, 1967; Nield, 1968aJ.o0 vi ew Al fred Kirknessos | ette
BIRS property which outlines the locations of the schools two burial grounds please visit
theLibrary and Archives Canada Manitoba Regionaiv&e Centren Winnipeg,

Manitoba.

An archaeological survey of the North Hill Burial Ground was conducted in
response to the parents who were searching
archaeologists surveyed the area with EM39 geophytsichhology. The report was
accessed from Manitoba Historic Resource Branch; however it was incomplete

(Badertsche& McLeod, 2000).

4.2.1. Site Location

The North Hill Burial Grounds located in the Bral Municipality of Cornwallis,
on the Brandon Reearch Centre property, formerly knowrtlas Brandon Experimental
Farm (Figure 4.7& 48T he sitebs | ed@l9NEH%witbthe pti on i s
geographical coordinates fortiea i rn bei ng ahADAAZ®DBREWS 90 N
(Garmin eTrex Vista GPSAccess to theburial groundrequiresthe permission of
Brandon Research CentrEhe burial ground is protected by a chain link fence, with a
cairn and plaque listinthe names of th&l BIRS studentsrad the datesof theirdeath

(Figures 4.9. The burial groud fence dimensions measure 30 meterswast and 24
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meters nortksouth. At the time of this survey, there were 12 white wooden crosses

distributed throughout the cemetery.

), N e ¥ as7 A
Figure4.7. Historic aerial photograph of the BIRB957.
Red circling the school, orange circling

barns, purple circling thassiniboine River Burial Groundlue outlining the
Assiniboine River and Lake Percy, and a black rectangle marks the location of
theNorth Hill Burial Ground

Map Source: Canada Map Sales, 2012
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Figure 4.8 Aerial photograph of the BIRRorth Hill Burial Ground. Red marking the
chain link fence surrounding the burial ground, yellow outlining the grids set up
for GPR,and orange marks the area that was prepared and searched.
Photo Credit: Author

DRI Y A |

Figure 4.9 Photograph of the Cairn, 2011.
Photo Credit: Author
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4.2.2. Archival Results

The purpose of investigation at the North Hill Burial Ground was to first
inventory names and numbers of individuals who were documented as being interned in
this burial ground. It can be estimated that the North Hill Burial Ground opened in 1912
at the request of Principal Ferrier (1912a). Dedpitged records for thiime period
(19121972), Rincipals of theBIRS reportedthat students suffered from; injuries to
head, hands, and fe&npt ulcers, inéctions of legs, knees, tonsils, salivary glands and
throats hemorrhagesappendicitis influenza,chest conditionanflammation of the
lungs pneumoniatuberculosisandepidemics of chicken pox and meadleibrary and
Archives Canada, 1941952a) There were only two direct causes of deaths which were
caused by #éarming accident and being struck by lightenihgp¢ary and Archives
Canada, 1940949b, Roy, 2012).

The archival results further demonstrated that the North Hill Burial Ground was
not restricted to students of the BIRS. It was also used fpupis,infants, and
individuals of the Brandon Mental Health Centre and seems to be a burial place for
Aboriginal peopleswhi | e some of these individual so
was determined that those who are buried in the North Hill Burial Greenel from the
First Nation communities includin@rossLake, Island Lakel.ac duBrochet, Nelson
House, Oak River and Pelican Rap{Bsnd, 1967; Doyle, 194Q;ibrary and Archives
Canada, 1940949h Tester, 197P The recovered ages at death for students ranged from
seven to 17 years, while those who were not attending the BIRS at the time of their death

ranged between 30 and 73 years, and also included an infant.

h


http://www.healthline.com/health/appendicitis
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42.2.1. Procedures and Protocols

One volumenheld in Library and Archives Canada (198®49a) contained
information strictly on student deaths at the BIRS. While there were only two student
deaths recorded in this volume, there was one completed Form #414, which is a
memorandum of an inquiry into tltause and circumstance of the death of a student at
any Indian residential school. This form required the school Principal to notify the Indian
Agent and together with thdedical Officerwho attended the deceastddent would
jointly report to Indian Afairs (Davis, 1949Phelan, 1940)At the same time, the Indian
Agent was to notify thparentgDavis, 1949)While there was only one example of the
completed form, this procedure strongly suggests that federal government had developed
a standardized ptocol and documentation for when a student at an Indian residential

school died

4.2.2.2. Determining Names and Numbers
There were a variety of archival sources which were recovered for the period
between 1912 and the closing of the school in 1B@®&ever, no source was complete.
For example the Manitoba Geneal ogical Soci
list of deaths until 1923, while other records only contained information of a single
individual. To create a list that was as complat@assible required the combination of
all the archival records. Of the 60 years (1987 2)that the North Hill Burial Ground
likely operated, 36 years have no record of death.
A file located at the Winnipeg office of Library and Archives Canada auedai

correspondence from 1963 to 1970 of the BIRS cemeteries. In this file, Assistant
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Principal Greavis (1963) wrote to the Davies, the Assistant Director of the Indian Affairs
Branch and stated Aupon checking bahis s we f
for Edwart Fiddler died 1955 the date i s n
does not appear on the cairn, his burial at the North Hill Burial Ground is further
confirmed by Susan Royds (2012) report and
archives in BrandoriB. Smith, personal communication, September 12, 2@1%9.

included in this file is a letter from Principal Bond (1967) to Nield, the Superintendent of
Portage la Prairie Indian Agency which included 16 names, however, four individuals

from theBrandon Mental Hospital and an infant were crossed off the list (Figure 4.12).

While it is unclear who was responsible for crossing off these five individuals, these

letters have undoubtedly shed new light on the history of the North Hill Burdair@s.

AppendixG detailsthe results for the search for student deaths at the BIRS specific to the
period between 1912 and 1972 which are likely the operation dates of the North Hill

Burial Ground.

4.2.3 Interview Results

One of the goals of the conversations with survivors was to discuss specific grave
locations within the chain link fence at the North Hill Burial Ground. One survivor
recalled the day that Roderick Beardy was
farm. After the accident she did not want to go, or even look in the direction of where the
accident occurred. As a student, she did n
Burial Ground and did not know where his grave plot was located. As an sl

helped members of the Friendship Centre with a day of cleaning up the site and
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ceremonies at the North Hill Burial Ground. She did not know who was responsible for

putting up the white crosses.

4.2.4. ForensicField Survey Results

Prior to beginmg any field work, Land Permissiavas received from the
Brandon Research Centiad PermitsA39-12 and A1213) were approved by the
ManitobaHistoric Resources Brancfihe primary aim of the North Hill Burial Ground
forensic field survey was to systentatily search the area using forensic search methods
to locateunmarked graves and included archival research, reconnaissance, field walking,
probing, visual search indicators, mapping, aerial photography, GPR, and soil probing.
The GPR data which was catted at the Brandon Municipal Cemetery was invaluable
for a baseline comparison of the GPR data collected at the North Hill Burial Giound.
the fall of 2013, the Senior Archaeologist at Stantec offered to conduct another survey of
the North Hill Burial Gound using EM38 survey equipmeiihe combination of
forensic search methods allowed for a better understanding of unmarked graves at the

North Hill Burial Ground.

42.4.1. Visual Assessment

The survey which included field walking, searching for visdentifiers, and
probing reslied in the identification of 1depressions within the am link fence. There
were 10depressions assotga with wooden crosses andi@pressions not in association

with a wooden cross (Figure 4)10Vhile there were thre@ooden cross located south of
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the cairn and one in the south east corner, there were only signs of visible depressions
with one of these crosses.

The survey outside the chain link fenceoatdentified 6depressions northf the
chain link fence and two mor depressionsast of the chain link fence. An area south of
the chain link fence had one small and two larger areas were the soil was very soft with
differential vegetation directly above. An employee of the Brandon Research Centre
explained that theraa with soft spots was the burial location of the two station horses

and a dog.

Figure 4.10  Results of the Visual Assessment.
Orange marks the chain link fencedmarks visible depressions which were
as®ciated with a white crosgellow marksdepressions not associated with a
cross and white circles the burial location of the station horses and dog.
Photo Credit: Author
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Once the depressions were identified, the parameters of the depressions were
outlined and raasuements of the depth of eadbpreson were taken every 10
centimeters across the bisect (Figures 4.11 & 4.12). The shapes of these depressions
within the cemetery were useful to reference during the survey for unmarked graves at

the BIRS property. The vl assessments of the depressions within the cemetery are

included inAppendix H

Figure 4.11  Measuring tapes running norslouth and eastest, chain pins at opposite sides
of the depression, mason line bisecting the depression with line leatleaita
Photo Credit: Author

166 cm

e — . ¢

Figure 4.12  Example of a profile of a measured depression at the North Hill
Burial Ground showing the length and depth of a measured depression.

4.2.4.2. Control Burn
The site took many hours of preparation with weed whackers and lawn mowers.
This was necessary for the GPR and EM38 surveys. This site did not require a control

burn.
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4.2.4.3 Mapping

Data points were collected of the chain link fence, detailed suriackeithe
chain link fence, the additional GPR grids, the surface within the grids, depressions inside
and outside the fence, treskpe of rdge, gopherholes,animal trails, dirt roads, and
barbwire fences. With further analysis, it became apparenttthdotal station haldbst
its bearingseveral timesind required camuous backsighting throughout the survey
These points were meant to be side by side and parallel to one another, however the
relationship between these points has been shiftedxappately 35 degrees. Was not

possible to save any of the data collected over the three intensive days of surveying.

Legend:

[] ChainLink Fence
B Caim

+ Wooden Crosses

® Depressions associated with a
cross
® Depressions not associated
with a cross
I} Perimeter of GPR grids
A EM 38 Grid lines
*® Datum

Contour levels:

Bl 396.2371826 - 396.2922668
Bl 396.2922669 - 396.3473511
Bl 396.3473512 - 396.4024353
Bl 396.4024354 - 396.4575195
Bl 396.4575196 - 396.5126038
I 396.5126039 - 396.567688

I 396.5676881 - 396.6227722
B 396.6227723 - 396.6775564
[0 396.6778565 - 396.7329407
10 396.7329408 - 396.7880249
171 396.788025 - 396.8431091

7] 396.8431092 - 396.8981934

[1396.8981935 - 396.9532776
[71396.9532777 - 397.0083618
[1397.0083619 - 397.063446

[1397.0634461 - 397.1185303
[1397.1185304 - 397.1736145
[1397.1736146 - 397.2286967
[1397.2286988 - 397.283763

[1397.2837831 - 397.3388672
[[71397.3388673 - 397.3939514
[0 397.3939515 - 397.4490356

[ 397.4490357 - 397.5041199
N [0 397.50412 - 397.5592041
% ¢ 0 397.5592042 - 397.6142663
W 397.6142884 - 397.6693726
I 397.6693727 - 397.7244568
B 397.7244569 - 397.779541

\ W 397.7795411 - 397.8346252
s G -+ ) I 397.8346253 - 397.8897095
B 397.8897096 - 397.9447937
---------------------------------------------- W 397.9447938 - 397.9998779

Figure 4.13  Topographical map of the North Hill Burial Grounds
Map outlinesvital featuresand depressionshich were collected during the
second survey.
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A secondsurveywas completed and due to equipment availability and poor weather

conditions, this survey only captured vital features (Figure 4.13 above).

4244 Aerial Photography

To help inform andrace the changing landscape over tmstoric aerial
photographs were consulted. The oldest photograph which was taken in 1946 shows a
noticeable outline which is not the rectangle shape of the current chain link fence (Figure
4.14). By 1968 the cemeteis/enclosed and the diameter of the chain link fence is very
distinctive (Figures 4.154.17). Careful examination of these photographs show that
come graves may be visible and new graves seem to appear by 1959. Some of these
graves appear to be locateolw outside the fence. Current aerial photographs were used
to superimpose the GPR amplitude maps and overlay each grid which was surveyed at

the North Hill Burial Ground (Figure 4.30)

Figure4.14 North Hill Burial Grounds, 1946. Figure 4.15 North Hill Burial Grounds, 1957.
Source: Canada Map Sal@®12 Source: Canada Map Sal@®12



Source: Canada Map Sale912. Source: Canada Map Sale912.

4.2.45 Soil Probe

Since GPR and EM38 technology are sensitive to the physical, chemical and
electrical properties of the soil, five soil samples were taken to confirm the soils usability
and reliability during the surveys (McLeod, 2013; SensorsSaftivare, 2014). The fits
three core samples were taken outsidecttan linkfence Following theTexture by Feel
Guide [Thien, 1979), thé Horizonsoil (7-15cm) for Core samplel and 2are
classified as sandy clayhile the A Horizon soil (11-26cm)for Core sample 3 is
classified as loamy sar{éligures 4.18, 4.19 and 4.20he fourth and fifth core samples
werelocated inside the chain linkiffures4.21 and 4.2 The fourth core sample was
taken 4.5 meters north and easti the southwest corner post dratl more sad and
small pebbles in comparison to thirst threecore samplesThe A Horizon soil (11-
22cn) is classified as sandy clayhe fifth core sample was taken 80 cm south and west
of the natheast corner post and the filgyer (0-2cm) and cosisted of sathand small
pebbled gravel which was difficuib probe. The A Horizon soil (357cm) is classified

as sandy clay.
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s

Figure 4.18. Photograph of soil probe Figure 4.19. Close up photograph of
and core sample. 1 probe and core sample 2

Figure 4.20. Close up photograph of Figure 4.21. Close up photograph of
probe and core sample 3 probeand core sample 4

> s
Figure 4.22. Close up photograph of

probeand core sample
Photo Credits: Author

4.2.4.6 GPR
The raw GPR data was analyzed by myself and by the RCMP technician. While

completing the analysis, we consulted one another about the different anomalies we noted
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in the data (Figure 4.23). The analysis of the GPR survey determined that there are
approximately 18 burials within the chain link fence (Figure 4.24). Of these 18
anomalies, seven locations showed a strong reflection profile and 11 locations showed
low anplitude reflection profiles (Figure 4.25). An example of GPR reflection profiles

can be founan Appendixl.

o

Figure 4.23  Aerial Photograph vth six Surveyed Grids Amplitude &ps

Redoutlines the chain link fencef the 3 foot depth slice view.
Photo Credit: Provided courtesy of F. Forasted with permission

Depth(t), V0,328 (ths)

Figure 4.24  Aerial photograptwith Amplitude Map and LineView
Strong reflection profile of a depression during the GPR survey
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Figure 4.25 Results of th&sPR survey
Orange marks the chain link fence and blue marks the additional GPR gritls. R
marksstrong reflections associated with a white cross and purple marks a strong
reflectionnot associated with @oss. Green marks weak reflections associated
with awhite cross and yellow marks weak reflectionsamstociated with eross.
Photo Credit: Author

4.2.4.7 EM38-MK2

The analysis and final repart the EM38 electromagnetic ground conductivity
meter surveynside the chain link fenogas completed by Matod (2013. The collected
EM38 data was aligned using a software program called DAT38W which was supplied
by Geonics Limited. In this program, the XYZ data was saved as .DAT files and used to
create contouring plots. These files were created using thadkrtethod a technique
which can estimate and predict the values of a region around a known nearby location.
Watters (1992) definekriging as beingyeostatistical approach to modelindh anstead |

of weighting nearby data points by some power of tmeeited distance, ordinary



112

kriging relies on the spatial correlation structure of the data to determine the weighting
valueso (p682).

The collectedEM38 datawasanalyzed to determine specific areas of
anomalously low and high readéichfi a p p e a contounmap ds eircular or
curvilineywasdband éasre caused by rapid decr e
(McLeod, 2013p. 5). Forinstanceparticular anomalies agedetection of burieavire
from artificial flowers nails from wooden crossesnall submerged stongbe chain link
fence and the base of the caikicLeod, 2013). The EM38 unfiltered data ranged from
59.4 to 533.7 mS/m, with anomalously high data were clustered between 10.0 and 533.7
mS/m with data greater than 10 mS/m beingtied¢adjacent to the metal fence and in the
northwest corner of the cemetery. The anomalously low data were clustered between
59.4 and 5.0 mS/m, with one low anomaly clustered in the northwest corner and another
in the northeast corner, both being relatedhallow buried metal. Once the EM38 data
was filtered from these anomalously high and low clusters, the general data for the burial
ground ranged from 5 to 10 mS/m (Figure 4.26) and indicated that there are
approximately 24 unmarked burial plots, witHeast two of these locations containing
double plots and the majority of burials located on the east side of the cairn (Figure 4.27)

(McLeod, 2013).
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Figure 4.26 EM38 Filtered Data (5 to 10 mS/m @ 1.0 mS/m).
Source: McLeod, 2013.
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Figure 4.27  Results of the EM38 survey showing potential unmarked burial locations.
Source: McLeod, 2013.

4.2.5. Summary

At the North Hill Burial Ground, 11 student names are inscribed on the cairn, 13
additional names were recovered and an unnamed man and unnamed infant. Furthermore,
during the years between 1915 and 1920 when no names were recorded, the Methodist
Church Yarbooks documented eight deaths. While there are missing records and

inconsistent data, it is plausible to suggest that there are 26 to 34 individuals who are
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buried at the North Hill Burial Ground, which includes 24 names, two unnamed
individuals, and pasbly 8 unnamed studentgppendixJ st ates the indivi
the age or date of death, theme communitycause of death, if knowmand archival
source

Interviews with survivors yielded limited information about who was known to be
buried at this brial ground or where they may be buried. Only one survivor was able to
name one student who had died while attending the school. While she knew that the
burial had taken place at the North Hill Burial Ground, she did not attend the funeral and
did not knav where the student was buried.

The results of the field survey methods indicated that there are indeed more than
11 burials at the North Hill Burial Ground. Historic aerial photographs suggest that the
shape of the burial grounds was modified over timetthat graves may be located
outside the chain link fence. The results of the visual search indentified 17 depressions
inside the chain link fence; 10 associated with crosses and 7 not associated with crosses.
Outside the chain link fence 6 depressionsawecated to the north, 2 minor depressions
to the east and 2 station horses and a dog were located to the south.

The results of the GPR survey indicate 18 potential burials, while the results of
the EM38 survey indicated 226 potential burials insidéé chain link fence. The GPR
survey did not locate any potential burials outside the fence and the EM38 survey was
only available for a survey inside the fence. The results from the GPR control survey at
the Brandon Municipal Cemetery yielded a 79% sucrassof locating historic
childrendés graves. While the EM38 technol o

is significant to note that if the GPR also detected 79% of the burials at the North Hill
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Burial Ground, then 100% would increase the nunadb@otential burials from 18 to 23
(22.78). This is valuable to the search since 23 potential burials corresponds closely with
24-26 potential burials detected by the EM38. This provides a congruent estimate
between the GPR and EM38 surveys for the nurabpotential burials at the North Hill
Burial Ground.Table4.3 summarizes the research methods which were used while

investigating the North Hill Burial Ground.

Table 4.3.

Summary of Research Methods used at the North Hill Burial Ground

Research Metltb Utilized Comments
Archival Research Yes Variety of Sources Consulted
Participant Interviews Yes Limited Knowledge
Forensic Research Yes The site was prepared with weed whackers
Visual Assessment Yes lawn mowers and did not require a control
Control Burn No burn.
Mapping Yes Due to restricted availability of EM38
Aerial Photography Yes equipment and surveyor only inside the
Soil Probe Yes cemetery was searched.
GPR Yes
EM38-MK2 Yes
4.2.5.1. Distribution of Information

Similarly to the Assiniboine River Burial Ground, the list of names for this site
and the number and locations of potential unmarked graves at this site has also been
discussed with the Chief and Council of Sioux Valley Dakota Nation. Hoywtish to
move forward with this information will be up to the community. For this search site,
there was no information which was confidentially shared with Sioux Valley Dakota

Nation.
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4.2.5.2. Additional Work

Future archival research will also requaecess to records held at the provincial
and federal level. Interviews with more survivors may also be expanded to include
survivors from different communities, ages and genders. The forensic work will require

registering the burial ground with the prowenaf Manitoba.

4.3. Site 3 North-East Fields
TheBIRS site has been utilized for a variety of different purposes since iedpen
in 1895 and closed in 1972. This is confirmedhistoric aerial photographs, archival
records angbarticipantinterviews. Due to the fact that tHiest Assiniboine River Burial
Groundmay have closed as early as 1912, and tHeestadate for the first intementat
the North Hill Burial Grounds 1928, it is plausible thBIRS created another cemetery
somewhere, now foaiten, on the schogrounds. A letter correspondence written in
1997, from an Environment Officer to the Provincial Archaeologist, and the then Chief of
Sioux Valley Dakota Nation, Ken Whitecloud
sites on this p e r Bigd L1997, p. 1) The ktter correspondendeartherdiscusses an
area as being, fAan area on the ridge adjac

qguite visible and may containpt)he remains

4.3.1 Site Location
TheBIRS, now torn down, but with ruins leift place {n situ), islocated in the

Rural Municipalityof Cornwallis, on private property now own the Sioux Valley



118

Dakota Nation(Figure 4.28)The si t eds | e ¢l@aldNH sviththe pt i on i :
geographical coordinates being approximately 46°620 . &udti® 9 N59623. 410 W

(Google Map2013a).

—— -,

'.’ ‘*,

Figure 4.28. Aerial Photograph of the Branddndian Residential School Property.
Red outlinegheschool ruins, orange outlinesh e pr i nci pal s6 house
yellow outlinesControl Burn 1, and blueutlinesControl Burn 2.
Photo Credit: Author

4.3.2 Archival Results
Limited archival records were recovered for this site. Historetéds and
newspaper articlediscussing student deaths at the BIRS haveitlaiginated the
possibility of unmarked graves on the school propdisd( 1997 Delaney, 2007,
Ferrier, 1912a; Jackson, 1918). These references were only able to guide the field surveys
and no procedures or protocols were recovered. In addition, senstoiames were found

in reference to student burials on the BIRS property.
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4.3.3 Interview Results

The participant interviews were a unique resource which resulted in information
about the BIRS that was simply unattainable by any other research method. The
conversations | had with participants showed me that the context of the BIRS was
necessary in ordeo understand school cemeteries, burial grounds and unmarked graves.
Without understanding the participants experience at the BIRS, knowledge of death and
burial of students would be incomplete. These conversations with participants helped me
understandhow the school was organized, how the school property was laid out, and how
unmarked graves at the BIRS could be located. The interview process also created an

opportunity for survivors to share their stories and for me to listen.

4.3.31. Context of the Interviews

Once the formalities of the required ethics paperwork were completed, the
survivor of the BIRS and | were able to begin our first conversation. | would begin by
asking a gener al guestion such as, th@d Can
BIRS?0 or ACan we talk about some of you
participant had the freedom to tell their story how they wanted and in their own way.

Survivors often began their testimony with the story of how they were rectaoited
the BIRS. One survivor was told by her grandmother that she was only three years old
when she was taken away to the BIRS in a large cattle truck. Another survivor
remembered being rounded up with her brothers and other children from her community
and keing put in the back of a large truck. She remembered holding on tight to her
fatherés | eg, not wanting to | et go, and

streaming down her cheeks. All the children were crying all the way to Brandon.

y O
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Survivors als spoke of the punishments they received while attending the BIRS.
Survivors remembered being strapped, slapped, and spanked by the principal and
teachers. Survivors also remember the fear that was internalized while watching other
students being punish&dfront of them. One survivor recalled that it was also common
for all the students to be punished for
remembered when mass punishment was carr
under her blanket, but waipped out from her bed and strapped. Another survivor stated
that she learned from a young age that survival meant working hard. She worked so hard
that she and a few other girls were chosen to do special tasks such as cleaning the
princi pal @y some ohthe hornoek & te experimental farm, and cooking
meals for the staff.

During these conversations, details of one story would trigger another memory of
a different story. The conversation never flowed logically, but would sway back and
forth, jump side to side, and circled back. These conversations with survivors about death
and burial were intertwined with narratives of their experiences at the BIRS. Survivors
recounted personal experiences of the quality and quantity of food they ate, the

dormitories they slept irthe chores that were expected of them, the abuse they suffered,

on

i e

the illnesses they contracted, the treatment they received, the friends they made, and what

they went on to accomplish during their lifetime after they left the BIRS.

| heard stories of incredible strength, great love, and resilience. | heard stories of
frustration, unable to locate loved ones, not knowing any other way of living, and
learning for the first time what a Pow Wow ceremony was at the age of sixteerd | hear

stories of discovery, uncovering identity and culture, and reuniting with brothers, sisters,
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and step siblings. At other times, | felt like all | was needed to do was affirm and
acknowledge their experience. There were other times that | heard st@igsets,
loneliness, hunger, overwork, exhaustion, degradation, physical and sexual abuse which
all occurred at the BIRS. In many ways, | was surprised that | was being told these
violent and intimate stories. During these interviews, | learned to bsteérstarted to

learn how to speak and respond to these difficult stories that | was being told. This was
not simple; a story of sexual abuse broke my heart and left me with no words, except to
say that | was sorry for what had happened.

During interviews participants often became interested in the field work | was
doing at the BIRS. | would turn on my laptop and show them parts of a PowerPoint
presentations that | had prepared for the United Church of Canada and the Brandon
Friendship Centre. While | ctdinever fully repay each participant for their time and
knowledge, | provided travel honorariums, snacks and drinks during our meetings and
gave each participant a pouch of loose tobacco once we were finished our conversation. |
did not do this to make picipants feel obligated to tell me their stories, but as a form of

respect and reciprocity.

4.3.32. Unmarked Graves

An important trend found throughout all the interviews was that all of these
survivors held general knowledge about students beingdbehind the BIRS. While
some survivors were unable to point out specific locations, these survivors knew that

students had been buried behind the BIRS. | realized that this knowledge of students
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being buried behind the school was common knowledge aswniyors of the BIRS
and that these testimonies should be taken seriously.

Of the five interviews, three participants not only confirmed the common
knowledge of burials behind the school but were also able to pinpoint the same exact
location behind thechool. When female students were hanging laundry to dry on the
lines outside and behind the school, they were told by the matron not to go into a treed
area because of three student graves. Using historic aerial photographs of the school
property, theseanticipants were able to specifically identify and circle the area where the
Matron told them not to enter. By consulting the map with the pinpointed location
provided by the survivors, the area was physically located in the field. The area was
searched ahconfirmed as an area of interest, and global positioning coordinates were
taken. This area identified by the participants is located on the BIRS property and falls

within the boundaries of the Norfbast Fields search area.

4.3.3.3 Participants

Many student graduates who attended BIRS have died. The BIRS opened in 1895
and the survivors who are alive today would have attended the school during the 1940s,
1950s and 1960s. The fiyarticipantsvho were interviewed abothdr experiences at
the BIRS ranged in age between 67 toyéfrs and attended the BIRIBring 1938 to
1952.At the time of the interviews two participants were living in the community of

Sioux Valley and three were living in Brandon, Manitoba (Table 4.4).
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Table 4.4

Descriptian of Participants at the time of the interview

Age admitted Age discharged Years attendec

Gender  Age to school from school at the school Community

Female 79 3 years 17 years 19381952 Sioux Valley
Female 77 6 years 16 years 19431953 Cross Lake
Female 71 5 years 16 years 19511962 Sioux Valley
Female 67 8 years 11 years 19551958 Sioux Valley
Female 67 6 years 7 years 1953 Sioux Valley

4.3.4. Forensic FieldSurvey Results

The purpose of the field search at the BIRS property was to investigate the
concerns of Sioux Valley Dakota Nation community members of unmarked grave
depressions on the school property, specifically behind the s¢hdoktunately, there
are no cardinalirections associated withe letterffrom an Environment Officer to the
Provincial Archaeologist in reference to student graves adjacent to the ®indpol (
1997 p. 1) In addition, there were nandmarks taeference ohelp locate the area
whichthey were referencingrield methods which were usedrihg the survey included
archival research, qualitative interviews, reconnaissance, field walking, probing, visual

search indicators, metal detector, control burns, mapping and aerial photography.

4.3.4.1. Visual Assessment

As part of the field survey at the NotiHast Fields, field walking was used to

visually assess which search methods should be employed to best locate unmarked
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graves. For example, the thick overgrown vegetation and debris underfoot made it
difficult for the field searchers to walk and consequently, made iemathallenging to
predict areas of intereahd to identify typical characteristics of a grave, such as soil
depressions, backfill scatter, and differential vegetatiomasalsodifficult to detemine

the difference between natural and modified landscape. The site in general was littered
with historic garbage, such as metal cans, tiastggans, glass jars and wiii@ help

remedy these obstacles, tlelerKevin Tacarrecommended a control buriduring the

initial walk, searchers began planning a strategwfamtrol burn (e.g. boundas,

permissions and volunteers).

4.3.4.2. Control Burn

Control burns are not common in forensic searches because the burn destroys the
distinctive vegetatiogrowth of the burial area. However, in historic cases, control burns
serve as an important search technique for large heavily overgrown search areas. While
control burns are a large undertaking, the additional work can result in great success, and
allow for field walking to be conducted again. In some cases the technique not only
narrows a large search area to a smaller area of interest, but can also lead to the
identification of specific features. At the Noifast fields, several depressions were
locatedduring the field preparation, and many more were identified after the burn.
Conveniently, the depressions were accentuated when the fall leaves fell into the pits and
outlined the perimeter of the depression. The use of control burns in combination with

standard forensic search methods allowed for large areas to be systematically searched
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and allowed for better understandings of potential unmarked graves baehiBtRIS

building.

4.3.4.3. Mapping

The area was mapped using a total stafltnve collectedlata points were used to
create 8-dimensionaplan map othearea containing depressiofifie topographical
map below outlines the roads, fences, landmarks, and features which were located at this

site (Figure 4.29).

N t Legend:
O Fence Post

B Dirt Roads
@ Berm

@ Terrace
© Channel

A Tree

¥ Pit

Contour levels:

I 382.6531677 - 383.2402725
I 383.2402726 - 383.8273773
[ 383.8273774 - 384.4144821
[ 384.4144822 - 385.0015869
[71385.001587 - 385.5886917

[1385.5886918 - 386.1757965
[1386.1757966 - 386.7629013
[1386.7629014 - 387.3500061
[ 387.3500062 - 387.9371109
[ 387.937111 - 388.5242157

I 388.5242158 - 389.1113205
I 389.1113206 - 389.6984253

Figure 4.29  Contour map ofhe NorthEast Field.
Map showsddentifiable features of the landscaged located depressions (pits).
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4.3.4.4. Aerial Photography

Historic aerial photographsere extremelyiseful for identifying changes to the
landscape and to assist with narrowing areas of interest. A range of historical aerial
photographs helped to estimate the dates when major modifications to the site were
completed and to identify areas which remainechanged. Curreraterial jnotographs
were taken after the control burns of the property were completed. Aerial photographs of
the NorthEast fields served especially useful as maps of the BiBSrtyand were

consulted throughout all stages of the regear

4.3.4.5. Soil Probe GPR and EM38MK2

Since there were substantial amounts of metal at this site, it was decided that GPR
and EM38 surveys would be better utilized at different sites. Therefore, soil samples were
not necessary for this site. Aftére control burn visual search indicators, such as
depressions were easily identified. A total of 19 depressions of different sizes and shapes
were identified behind the school in the north and east fields. When conversations of this
area were discussedtivsurvivors there was only mention that this area was used to
hang laundry and for gardening. However, since these depressions contained metal
debris, it is possible that some of these depressions were created to manage the schools
garbage. It is commdior farmers to dispose of their garbage in a pit and burn the
contents when the debris piles up. These depressions could also be what remain of
outhouses/latrines for this area. In addition, some depressions were circular and deep and

had similar charactestic to a tree being uprooted. Other depressions shared similar
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characteristics to the depressions located at the North Hill burial site but were not in an

eastwest orientation.

4.3.5. Summary

The purpose of the search of the BIRS property was totigaes Sioux Valley
Dakota Nation community concerns of burials behind the school. While the archival
research did not provide documentation of graves behind the school, participant
interviews with three BIRS survivors provided invaluable insight into evsardent were
buried. Using forensic survey methods | was able to confirm the existence of visible
depressions of where the participants had verbally and visually indicated on a historic
aerial mapTable4.5 summarizes the research methods which were used while

investigating the Nortfast Fields.

Table 4.5.

Summary of Research Methods used at the Nea#t Fields site

Research Method Utilized Comments

Archival Research Yes Variety of Source€onsulted

Participant Interviews Yes 5 Survivors Interviewed

Forensic Research Yes Due to large amounts of metal at site
Visual Assessment Yes geophysical surveys would likely yield
Control Burn Yes ambiguous results.
Mapping Yes GPS Iocatiqns have been confiden_tially shat
Aerial Photography Yes with the Sioux Valley Dakota Nation.
Soil Probe No
GPR No

EM38-MK2 No
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4.3.5.1. Distribution of Information

The specific GPS location of these 19 depressions has been confidentially shared
with the Sioux Valley Dakota Nation. In order to protect the exact locations of these
depressions (pits), landmarks on the topographical maptargionally ambiguousThe
location of the three unmarked graves identified by the participants is within the map, but

the marker has been removed.

4.35.1. Additional Work

It is possible that additional archival records will show insight into the uses and
functions of this partiglar site. Additional forensic work will need to be completed if the
community wishes to verify these depressions as graviis.knowledge of these exact
locations, the Sioux Valley Dakota Nation can now move forward with protection and

restoration plans.

4.4, Site 4 East Hill

The community of Sioux Valley Dakota Nation also had concerns of other burials
on the BIRS property. The location of this site was ascertained from an arfitie in
Epoch Timeswhere a student survivor of BIRS was quoted spyint hat , fihe per s
knows of three grave sites on a hil/ east
2007). The article did not provided additional information such as nearby landmarks

which would be useful to narrow the search area.
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4.4.1. SiteLocation
TheEast Hillsite is locatedh the Rural Municipality of Cornwallis, on Sioux
Vall ey Dakota Nation property-1®9NBY.t he sit
The site is secluded and not easily visible from the main gravel rodd&(6t North).
The site is located east of the school, in a small clearing, on a small (€icace 4.30)
A historic water supplynap marks the location of a house in this area of the school
propety (Department of Mines and Resources Dominion Water aneéPBureau,

1947) (Figure 4.31)While the basement foundations are still visible today, it is

extremely overgrown with vegetation

Figure 4.30  Aerial Photograph of the Branddndian Residential School Property.
Y ellow outlinesthe school ruins, oraye outlineshe
pr i nci peaahdedaltlinestbe East Hill site.
Photo Credit: Author

Figure4.31 Lot plan of Brandon Indian Residential School property.
Source: Department of Mines and Resources Dominion Water
and Power Bureau, 1947
Please sednttp://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/microfedigitization
/006003119.0te.php?PHPSESSID=fj8allvjuemkce8sjvspp21a0l
&sqn=1275&02=2&03=237&tt=2186
The URL is provided here due to difficulties obtaining copyright permission for
the use of th image.
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4.4.2 Archival Results
Additional archivaldocumentation alsieferences studedeaths irgroups of
t hr eeds .&Vitingtivtee DB\] Hi8pal Ferrier (1912a) stated, | have gone
over this morimg for the purpose of locating a suitable proper site for a burial plot,
believing that we will have to use it ingmear future for three pupdlép. 1909). In
another archival document, DIAdpectodackson (1918) reported tdme BIRS and
s t a t he dursd@eports (though she refusedgot it in writing), that since February,
1917, there were three deaths from tubercu
found in reference to student burials on the BIRS property and no procedures or protocols

were recovered.

4.4.3. Interview Results

The survivors of the BIRS who were interviewed did not have any information
about student burials east of the school. It seems that the only knowledge of student
burials was either at the North Hill burial grounds or behind the school. These ssirvivo
attended the BIRS much later during the years 1938 to 1962. During the time period the
survivors attended the BIRS, students were being buried in the second school burial
ground. Louis Daniels, who reported the three burials east of the school teske pr

passed away in 2010 (Sun Media, 2010).

4.4.4 ForensicField Survey Results
The primary aim of the East Hill survey was to systematically search the area

using forensic search methods to locate unmarked graves. The field methods which were
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used included archival research, reconnaissance, field walking, probing, site preparation,
GPR, and mapping. The GPR data which was collected at the Brandon Municipal
Cemetery was invaluable for a baseline comparison of the GPR data collected at the East

Hill site.

444.1. Visual Assessment

Field walkingconfirmed that this site was in a clearing, east of the school, on the
North Hill, and on a small terracBrobingwas conducted to help locate soft spots within
the clearing identified from aerial photographs. The field walking and probing assisted
searchers talentify this area as a location worth further investigatidre search probes
which were used at the Ea&4ill site were the same as the probes used at the North Hill
burial ground siteDepressions were also noted during the probe search of this area and
thegrid intentionally incorporated theseeas of interest into the GRRrvey.
Unfortunately, due to #hvague dscription in this newspaper artiéles possible that

other areas on tHelIRS propery fit this description as well.

4.4.4.2. Control Burn
This site was considerably smaller that the nedbht fields. While the vegetation
was also overgrowrthe site was prepared with weed whackers for the GPR survey. The

site did not require a control burn.
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4.4.43. Mapping

This site was relatively flat within the clearing and a total station survey of the
area was not necessamhere is a ravine tde east of the site which contains a historic
midden,and islittered with cans, buckets and jaPints of interest were collected using

a GarminGlobal Positioning System

4.4.4.4. Aerial Photography

Field walking used in combination with histornaps, historic and current aerial
photographs informed the search areas on the property. These images were consulted
throughout the entire investigation. Used in combination, this particular area east of the

school on a hill was confirmed as a site wotttilfer investigation.

4.4.45. Soil Probe

The East Hill site is located souéiast of the North Hill Burial Ground. This site
also shared many of the same physical and environmental characteristics and with this
site. Since the GPR data was similar to the GPR data collected at the North Hill Buria

Grounds it was decided that additional soil samples were not necessary.

4.4.4.6. GPR

During the GPR survey, when data was being collected in theveast
orientation, three anomalies were identified by the GPR operator as distinct from any
other déa which was collected during this survey. These areas were pin flagged and their

locations were recorded with a Garn@iobal Positioning SystenThe analysis of the
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GPR in the software programs further confirmed that the GPR images seen in the field
weredistinctive to the surrounding area and were similar to the GPR reflect profiles

collected at the Brandon Municipal Cemetery.

4.4.4.7. EM38-MK2
Due to restricted time of the surveyor and equipment only inside the North Hill
burial ground fence could be surveyed. At the time of the field research, it was not

possible to survey the East Hill site using EM38 technology.

4.4.5. Summary

The purposef the search at the East Hill site was again, to investigate Sioux
Valley Dakota Nation community concerns of depressions on the school property. The
investigation of archival documents gained limited references of graves on the school
property. Interviavs with survivors did not yield any insight of students being buried east
of the BIRS. Forensic search methods located an area of interest and the GPR survey
identified three anomalies at this particular site east of the scfedale4.6 summarizes

the research methods which were used while investigating the East Hill site.

445.1. Distribution of Information
While the location of this site has been identified on the aerial map, its precise
location is intentionally ambiguous. The specific GPS locatfdhese 3 anomalies has

been confidentially shared with the Sioux Valley Dakota Nation. In order to protect the
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exact locations of these anomalies which are indicative of potential graves, their locations

on a map have not been included in this thesis.

Table 4.6

Summary of Research Methods used at the East Hill site

Research Method Utilized  Comments
Archival Research Yes Additional areas on the property may also fit
the vague description from the newspaper ¢
Participant Interviews Yes Limited Knowledge
Forensic Research Yes Site prepared with weed whackers and lawn
Visual Assessment Yes mowers and did not require a control burn.
Control Burn No Soil probe not required.
Mapping Yes Due to restricted availability of EM38
Aerial Photography Yes equipment this site was not segrched.
Soil Probe No GP_S Iocatlo_ns have beennfldentlal_ly shared
GPR Yes with the Sioux Valley Dakota Nation.
EM38-MK2 No
4.45.2. Additional Work

With the recovery of additional archiviacords, it may be possible to determine
the specific functions of the East Hill site. Similarly to the Ndg#st fields, forensic
work will need to be completed if the Sioux Valley Dakota Nation wishes to verify these
anomalies as graves light of this, the Sioux Valley Dakota Nation can move forward

with protection of these exact locations and begin restoration plans.



135

4.5. Deaths Occurring Away from the Brandon Indian Residential School

Students not only died at the school but also died away from the BIRS. For
instance, some were sent home with their illness while others were sent to hospital for
treatment. It was important to gather this data since it is unclear if students who died at
the hospital were buried in the hospital cemetery, brought back to the school for burial,

returned home for burial, or buried in the Brandon Municipal Cemetery.

4.5.1. Site Locations
It is likely that sick students were sent to local hospitals forrtrexat. While it is
i mportant that the | ocations of these stud
scope of this project to compile a complete list of all the students who diedroffus.
The main focus of this research question was to digshghose students who died away
from the school and were buried-@impus, from those students who died away from

the school but were brought back to the school for burial.

4.5.2 Archival Results
In certain cases, students were brought back frorhdbpital to be buried at the
North Hill Burial Ground, e.g. Henry Swanson in 1940 (Doyle, 1940). In other cases,
students are noted as dying at the hospital but they lack documentation stating their place
of burial, e.g. Eleanor Hall (RG10, Vol. 6256,8/8762, Part} . EIl eanor Hal | 0 ¢
the Brandon Regional Hospital in December of 1941 is noted in the Quarterly Returns,
but lacks the required Form #414 memorandum of a death of pupil, and she is not

included in the Deaths of Pupils file (LibrarydaArchives Canada, 1941949a & b).
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While it may be possible that Eleanor Hall was returned home to be buried in her
community cemetery in Oak River, there were no records which suggested that children
were returned home after death for burial. A searchéo burial was not located in the
Brandon Municipal Cemetery and a record of her death was not recorded by the Brockie
Donovan Funeral Home. Her death is registered in the Manitoba Vital Statistics database
however, her place of burial is not recordechid/her name is not inscribed on the cairn,
the archival results clearly illustrated that there are more than eleven htittzdsNorth

Hill Burial Ground and it seems possible that Eleanor Hall was also buried at the school
burial grounds. Identifyingper place of burial is extremely important for her family and
community. It would also contribute to the larger research goals of the project. By
identifying student burial locations in the archival record, the number of names could be
compared to the tdtaumber of identified burials at the North Hill Burial Ground.

The archival information of students who died away at hospitals, died after
returning home, or died in transportation to or from the school yielded limited results.
While the search for recds spannethe length of the schools operation (189 2),
only sporadic results were recovered. For example, in 1903, Rev. MacLachlan, an Indian
Guide and five children from the First Nation community of Berens River droimned
Lake Winnipeg on their walp the BIRS. The inconsistency of the archival references
has made it difficult to definitively determine the number of student deaths as a result of
illnesses or accidents.

Related information was recovered during the search for the location of student
burials. For example, Hannah and James Goodland were buried in the Brandon Municipal

Cemetery in 1918 and 1920 in association with the Indian Industrial School in Brandon
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(S. Jasper, personal communication, June 15, 20k2jestingly, their son Herbert
Goodland (1913915), was the BIRS Farm Manager from 1900 to 18ppendixJ is a
working list, which chronologically documents individuals who were severely sick at the
BIRS, who died away from the school, who died in transport to or from the school, or

those who died and were buried in reference to the BIRS.

4.5.3. Interview Results

During the interviews, | heard stories about students being buried in different
cemeteries. For example, | learned that students from the community of Sioux Valley
DakotaNation who were sick or who had died at the BIRS were often returned home to
be buried in their communityods cemetery.
who died at the Ninette Sanatorium were buried in the Sioux Valley Dakota Nation
cemeteryForinstance, | was told that@unsellor from a northern community in
Manitoba finally found the burial location of his sister many years after her death. Ella
Lambert attended the BIRS and was sent to the Ninette Sanatorium for treatment. While
she diedat the Ninette Sanatorium, she was later buried in the Sioux Valley Dakota
Nation cemetery. | was told that the counsellor was relieved to have finally located her,
and pleased that the Sioux Valley Dakota Nation cemetery was located on a hill looking
ove the valley and river (Figures 4.32 & 4.33). This information about student burials in
cemeteries away from the BIRS is valuable to both the Sioux Valley Dakota Nation and
other community groups whose children attended the BIRS. This also contribugés insi
into the reality of norstandardized burial procedures for students who died away from

the school.
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Figure 4.32  White wooden crosses located in the east section of the
Sioux Valley Dakota Nation cemetery, facing nentast.
Photo Credit: Author

Figure 4.33  White wooden crosses located directly behind, view of the valley within the
Sioux Valley Dakota Nation cemetery, facing east.
Photo Credit: Author
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4.5.4. ForensicField Survey Results

It was beyond the scope of this research pragebegin any forensic
investigation at locations away from the BIR®ese surveys can only indicate how
many potential burials are located at the site. It is not possible to use the technology to
search for a particular person. In addition, Joisus Tayésridentified as being buried at
the Brandon Municipal Cemetery; however there is no headstone to mark his final resting
place within the row of plots. At the Sioux Valley Dakota Nation cemetery only
anonymous white crosses mark the locations of indivsdwhao were brought from the
Ninette Sanatorium for burial. It may be possible that with additional research other
cemeteries where students were buried may hold detailed archival records and legible

headstones.

4.5.5. Summary

Limited archival references to the location of student burials made the task of
determining the number of student burials at the BIRS unfeasible. While it was important
to consider the possibility of students being returned to the school for burialienterv
with survivors also shared insightful information about different locations for the burial
of sick students who died while receiving treatment away from the school. A better
understanding of the treatment of sick students and student buriabngfis can only
be gained with additional archival records, conversations with survivors and visits to
these specific cemeteries.

In this chapter, the results of the archival search, participant interviews and

forensic field surveys were presented and dseddy site. Whilerahival restrictions
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and denied land permission hindered the overall objectives of this research project, a
working list of names and numbers of student deaths was complied. New understandings
of the BIRS were also gained from the intews with the addition of a new field search
area (site 4). Finally, using a mixed method approdehnoninvasive forensic search
located potential unmarked graves at sites 3, 4 and 5. A map which identifies the home
communities of those who are burigiothe BIRS buriafjrounds is located in Figure
4.34. Table4.7 summarizes the amount of volunteer hours required to complete the field
surveys and Table 4.8 summarizes the results of the research methods by site.

In the final chapter | discuss timaplications of investigating unmarked graves
and burial grounds at the BIRS. | outline the restrictions to archival data and analyze the
consequences of over protecting archival records. Here, | also explain the difficulty of
knowing the progress of the Trusind Reconciliation Commissions (TRC) Missing
Children Project with limited publications and solid information available at this time.
Next, | clarify the importance of survivor testimony as a key component of the forensic
search for unmarked graves andtfte process of truth and reconciliation in Canada.
Further, the results of the field work not only contribute to the goals of the TRC, but also
contribute valuable information regarding the success of geophysical technologies in the
search for historicrgves in southwestern Manitoba. Here, | also explain the many
responsibilities a researcher has to uphold during a research project of this nature.
Finally, I conclude the thesis by outlining projects planned for the future to continue the

process of trutland reconciliation in Canada.
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Figure 4.34  Map of Manitobddentifies the home communities

of those likely buried in at the BIRS burial grounds.
Archival results were used identify community locations.
Map SourceNordNordWest2009



Table 4.7.

Summary of field work by site: volunteers and required man hours
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ForensicField Survey Sites

Number of Volunteers

Number ofWork Hours

Control Site Brandon Municipal Cemeten 4 20.5
Site 2 North Hill Burial Ground 16 267.25
Site 3 North-East Fields 16 206.5
Site 4 East Hill 6 21
Total 25 515.25
Table 4.8

Summanyf all research methods by site

Results by Site Archival Research Participant Interview Forensic Field Survey
y Plots Names Numbers| Names Numbers | Headstones Visual GPR EM38
Control Site: Brandon 180 218 218 N/A N/A 103 N/A 142 NIA
Municipal Cemetery
Site I Assiniboine River | \,n 51 3570+ 0 0 N/A NA  NA  NA
Burial Ground
Site 2 North Hill Burial | \a 24 3041+ 1 1 11 17 18 2426
Ground
Site 3 North-East Fields N/A 0 3-6% 0 3 0 19 N/A N/A
Site 4 East Hill N/A 0 3 0 0 0 N/A 3 N/A

*  This estimate was calculated by totaling the minimum and maximum recorded deaths (names and numbers)

by year from all available sources

** Appendices F & G contain a complete list of identified names, ages, dates of death, home community, and archival source
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Chapter 5

Discussion and Conclusion

The archival and historic records searches, participant interviewige&thd
surveys useduring this study produced qualitative and quantitative data regarding the
names of students who died while attending the Brandon Indian Residehtal S
(BIRS), the burial ground locations, and the physical location of unmarked graves. In this
final chapter, | examine the results of the investigation of unmarked graves and burial
grounds at the BIRS evaluatehe successf the research athodsn relation to the
initial aims of the project to identify the names of the studamtsloca¢ unmarked
graves | alsooutline limitations and strengtled each research methoalsd discuss how
these implications affected achieving the goals of the research project.

Specifically, the archival results provided documentation, forms and procedures
related to stdent deaths at the BIRS. Despite the consequences of over protecting
archival records, recovered materials indicate that student deaths were documented in
school burial registries, quarterly returns, and in official forms created by the Department
of Indian Affairs. Howeverdue to the archival restrictiorthie result of the archival
research presented in this thasisnly a working list; it is not a final list of the students
who died while attending the BIRSext, | explore the unique source of infoation
from survivor testimonies and discuss the urgencyimpedimens that surrounddthe
interview processParticipant interviewsot onlyserved as an effaéee forensic tool of

using ey&vitness accounts to assist with locating unmarked gréwealso created the



144

opportunity forsurvivors of the BIRS to share their story, provide context of the BIRS,
and for me to gain further insight into death of burial of BIRS students. Here, | consider
the limitations of noaAnvasive search methods ati@ strenths of collaborating with

local law enforcement in the search for unmarked bunatsuthwestern Manitoba

also show how the results of the forensic field search contribute towards the goals of the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC).

My efforts to locate those who are buried at the BIRS were not always completely
successful; however, this research was made possible by the strengths of the relationship
that created networks of people who contributed specialized skills, connections and
support hroughout the course of my research. In the final section, | outline how I will
continue to work with the Sioux Valley Dakota Nation after my thesis research is
completed and recommend future research directions. | conclude thebthesoring
the manypossibilities for future research projects which can foster learning opportunities

and continue to the process of truth and reconciliation.

5.1. Site Specific Summary of Findings

The goals of this research were to determine the locations of unnianked
grounds, the number of graves at each location, and identify the names of the students
who were interned within these burial grounds. By adopting a forensic anthropology
conceptual framework, the results of the investigation unmarked graves aad buri
grounds at the BIRS showed a considerable degree of success. The results identified two
school cemeteries and the names of 70 students who died and are interned within the

school 6s burial grounds.
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5.1.1. Site 1:Assiniboine River Burial Ground

The searh through archival documents provided confirmation of the existence of
the BIRS6s first burial g r-Wilph dhearchisal t he As
search for the names of these students suggests that there are at least 51 students buried in
the Assiniboine River Burial Ground. Land Permission to physically survey the
Assiniboine River Burial Ground was denied, and it was learned during interviews that

survivors held limited knowledge about this burial ground.

5.1.2. Site 2:North Hill Burial Grou nd

The archival results of the North Hill Burial Ground (1911272) directly
accounted for 26 individuals who are buried at this location. This included 20 students, an
infant, an expupil, and four individuals from the Brandon Mental Health Hospital. While
two survivors had been to this site, they were unable to locate individual graves. The
forensic resultgdentified 17 depressions withfance and 6 depressions north of the
fence and 2 minor depressions east of the féifee GPR results indicated that teere
18 potential burials within the chain link fen@deresults of the EM38 filtered data by
McLeod (2013) indicated that there are potentially 24 unmarked burial plots, with at least
2 of these locations containing double burials within a single p&sted on the GPR
results from the control site, used in combination with the results from the visual
assessment, EM38 and GPR surveys at the North Hill Burial Ground, it is estimated that
there are 24 to 2potential gravesvithin the fenceand 6potental gravegust outside of

the fence.
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5.1.3. Site 3:North-East Fields

The community of Sioux Valley Dakota Nation had concerns about unmarked
graves behind the school and the Ndttrst fields were identified as an area of interest
based on a lettelocrespondence from Bird (1999). However, additional archival
information such as names or numbers of student deaths were not recovered. Interviews
with survivors related the context of the BIRS and revealed general knowledge of
students being buried behittte school and one specific location which was incorporated
into the field survey. The field survey located 19 depressions behind the school. While
these pits may or may not be depressions indicating an unmarked grave, the location of 3
unmarked graves with was pinpointed by three participants strongly suggest that at least

3 of these depressions are unmarked graves.

5.1.4. Site 4:East Hill

The survey east of the school was identified as another area of interest based on
community concerns of unmarkgdaves on the BIRS property and from a statement of a
survivor of the BIRS which was recorded in a newspaper article (Delaney, 2007).
Survivors who were interviewed did not know any specific information about this
location. The GPR survey detected threeraalies, which are indicative of graves based

on the control sample collected from the Brandon Municipal Cemetery.

5.1.5. Student Burials Away from the Brandon Indian Residential School
Archival research and firsthand knowledge from survivors resuitedther

understandings of the treatment of sick students and burial procedures. A range of
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information was obtained which suggests that students may have been buried in the
hospital cemetery, the town cemetery where the hospital was located, retuiimeed to
school, returned home, or brought to a nearby First Nation community for burial. Further
investigation is needed to determine which students were brought back to the school for

burial.

Summary

By using an applied anthropological approach, | coregleésearch with the
Sioux Valley Dakota Nation community and expanded the research aims to include
interviews with survivors and forensically survey two additional sitesmsurehat the
needs and consideratioothe communityvere atcentre of the rgearch desigrirhe
field work began with a ceremonial smudge and utilizedingasive search methods
and geophysical technologies to ensure that the remains were not disturbed. To confirm
the reliability of GPR technology, a control survey at the Bradonicipal Cemetery
showedhat79%0 f hi st oric childrends graves were
profiles, average depths, and strength of images were an invaluable baseline for
comparison to the GPR data collected during the North HiilelBGround and the East
Hill site surveys These results were possible by working with communities, by
networking with agencies, and cbming the research methodstbé archival research,

forensic field surveys, and interviews with survivors who attended R8.B
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5.2. Evaluation of Methods

The strengths and limitations of the research methods affected the results of the
research project. For example, unexpected restrictions to archival records impeded the
possibility of creating a full list of studenames that died at the BIRS. This had
implications for the field survey, since one of the preliminary aims of the research was to
compare the archival number of student deaths to the number of unmarked graves
identified at the BIRS burial grounds. In atiloin, being denied permission to survey the
first burial ground near the Assiniboine River made achieving this aim simply
unattainable. Despite these limitations, | was able to begin the process of identifying

students who died and locate unmarked gravdeaBIRS.

5.2.1. Archival Research

The search for the names of students who died at the BIRS is not complete. A
major impediment is the uncertainty surrounding the location of original records for the
BIRS. While navigating through multiple avenuesha search for BIRS records,
unexpected restrictions, missing files, and missing information was encounteised. T
section illustrates the problems surrounding missing records and the consequences of

over protecting archival records.

5.2.1.1. Missing Information
The Quarterly Rturnsare an excellent archival source which explicitly states the
names and numbers of student who attended the school, those who were discharged from

the school, and those who died at the school for every three month qliaesss.records
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would have been compulsory and diligently kept as most Indian residential schools were
funded on the per capita system where the Federal Government provided funding based
on student attendandeéor the BIRS, only 16 years of quarterly resimere located
(18951898 & 19411952)(Library and Archives Canada, 194951a & b). If the
complete record of quarterly returns was recovered, then a full list of students who
attended the BIRS could be determined and then the number of student delathe co
more accurately compared to the names of students who died.

In two different cases, references to a map and a diagram of the BIRS cemeteries
were noted in archival correspondence. For example, Principal Ferrier {5842l in
his letter correspudence that he had included a sketch pfape school property and
the two cemeterietiowever, the map was not locasetywhere orthe microfilm reelln
another instance, a correspondence fmmey (1963bhoted thaPrincipal Bondhad
senta diagram bthe grave plots withithe North HillBurial Groundshowever, the
diagram was not located anywhere in the file. While crucial pieces of information were
missing from the files, these were ttiesest references ta cemetery mawhich were
recovered during the archival seasoid indirectly show that cemetery maps for the
BIRS were created.hese references are important for dispelling misinformation which
continues to surrounds the BIRS burial grounds. For example, the Wirkripedress
(Paul, 2011}ktated that the BIRS only had one school cemetery. Despite the contentions
surrounding the BIRS burial grounds, archival records have greatly assisted with
identifying two school burial grounds and estimating the number of studaotare

interred within each location.
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5.2.1.2. Restrictions

Library and Archives CanadBrandon Regional Health Centre TRC6 s Nat i on
Research Centre, adchives of Manitobdold documents related to the BIRS but are
restricted. For example, a bairregistry from 1894923 held byLibrary and Archives
Canadas restricted by access code 32 which states th&dbess toriformation Act
and thePrivacy Actapply to this record (Library and Archives Canada, 2001). It is
interesting that this file igestricted since in Manitoba, the Vital Statistics Agency (2014)
allows unrestricted public access to deaths which are more than 70 years. In addition, to
gain access to tHeérandon Regional Health Centrghere many children were sent for
treatment dueotits close proximityequires the assistance of a lawyer, approval from
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, Bedsonal Health Information
ProtecionActl t al so seems that the TRCO0s Nationa
protocols for certain records to be restricted and require additional permission before
being granted accesBditeay 2013 14).

Access to the records held by the Archives ohittdoa requires letters of support
and approval from a variety of institutions including; Assembly of Mani@iiafs,
Sioux Valley Dakota Nation, TRQ@Jniversity of Manitoba Research Ethics Approval,
Freedom of Information and Proteanti of Privacy Act, ad Personal Health Information
Protection AciP. Warsabagpersonal communication, Julyl, 2012).These approvals
can take up to a year and can necesditatdving a University lawyer as the agreement
created by the Archives of Manitoba can place restriction on publication and curtail the
scope of the intended researbh (McCallum personal communicatipNovember 21,

2012). For instance, many researcheesrastricted from using the names of individuals


http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/statutes/english/elaws_statutes_04p03_e.htm
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/statutes/english/elaws_statutes_04p03_e.htm
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/statutes/english/elaws_statutes_04p03_e.htm
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/statutes/english/elaws_statutes_04p03_e.htm
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located within the records. The known archival documents that were unavailable for this
research are listed in Table 5.1 which includes the recorder holder, the type of document
and a description of the dament. Examples of these documents can be seen in

Appendix K.

Summary

Within the scope and timeline of this research, the demands to access all of the
archival documents could not be met. Restrictions to accessing archival information
makes public accesmpossible, seriously impedes research of Indian residential schools,
and continues to prohibit communities from learning the truth about the circumstances
surrounding their childrends death and the
procelures, protocols and documentation of student deaths at the BIRS were determined
using such documents as the Quarterly Returns and Form #414 the memorandum for the
death of a student. It is probable that if the restricted records were accessed, the

informaion would greatly further our understandings about student deaths at the BIRS.

5.2.2. Participant Interviews

The interviews provided a unique and rare source of information about the BIRS.
Interview participants were recruited from the Brandon andxSValley Dakota Nation
communities but there exists the potential for interviewing BIRS survivors who reside in

other communities.
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5.2.2.1. Constraints

The ethics process from the University of Manitoba was long and complex. For
first time researchs, the requirements are not straightforward and require guidance from
supervisors and assistance from professors who have previously navigated through the
ethics approval process. In addition, the interview process itself was constrained for
multiple reasns as participants and potential participants were often sick, and / or in poor

health, scheduling conflicts, and problems with transportation.

5.2.2.2. Gender and Sample Size

The search for unmarked graves at the BIRS using survivor accounts had grea
implications for this research than I initially anticipated. While | wanted to learn about
cemeteries, burial grounds, and unmarked graves, participants recounted personal stories
of their experiences at the BIRS. These discussions about the corttexBIRS were
very important and informed my overall understandings of the school. For example,
without the knowledge of the female studen
where they were hanging laundry to dry outside, the location of theuhnearked
students6 graves would not have been known
was not intentional, and it is likely that male survivors have similar knowledge of
unmarked graves based on the types of chores and labour they were reqrorepiate

while attending the BIRS.
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5.2.2.3. Timing

A major limitation of the participant interviews was the timing of the research as
many student survivors of the BIRS have passed away. For example, Alfred Kirkness, a
graduate of the BIR&lentified both school cemeteries in a letter correspondence, while
another graduate Louis Daniels, was quoted in a newspaper article as knowing the
location of three graves east of the BIRS (Delaney, 2007; Department of Indian and Inuit
Affairs, 19631970. Regrettably Alfred Kirkness passed away in 1980 and Louis
Danielspassed away in 20{City of Brandon, n.d. b; Sun Media, 201Bpth of these
men had unique and personal experiences &IR8, and unfortunately thestories and
invaluable informabn as brmer students has been lost.

The fear of losing survivor stories due to deashalso tied to the work of the
TRC and the urgency surrounding the collection of these testimonies. However,
restrictions to survivor interviews are being createtd ate TRCO0s Nat i onal
Centre which only inhibits research and understandings of Indian residential schools and
student deaths and unmarked graves (Rabson, 2013; TRC, 2012). It also continues to
deny Bimilies, friends and communitiéise basic righof determiningwvhat happened to

their children.

Summary
Despite these limitations, the interviews with selected survivors provided
spectacular conversations of rich descriptions of day to day life of students at the BIRS.

These conversations allowed for the sharing of information that | could never have read

albout as some of these participants were talking about their experiences for the first time.
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Sincel only interviewed five participants, and the results from this study cannot be
generalized to all Indian residential schools. Howeverdépthandbreadth Aout
firsthand accounts @IRS experiences and visually identifying locations of unmarked
burialswas unique information and natcestble in any other wayFinally, through
these r&ationshis and connectionswas able tdorm and will always maintairifelong

friendships.

5.2.3. ForensicField Survey

| anticipated that | might be denied land access; however, | was delightedly
surprised to be granted permission to complete the forensic survey dRtb\Bthe
Sioux Valley Dakota Nation, BrandoreRearch Centre and the Province of Manitoba.
Being denied access to one private property meant that it would not be possible to match
the numbero§t udent 6s deaths from the archival
graves at th8IRS burial groundsin light of this, Iwas able to apply different forensic

search methods at the BIRS and the Brandon Research Centre property.

5.2.3.1. Total Station Mapping

Total station mapping was completed at the control site, the North Hill Burial
Ground and the NdmtEast Fields. It was only unsuccessful at the North Hill Burial
Ground where data was collected incorrectly and the survey had to be recreated. The
second survey at the North Hill Burial Ground was successful. While the Nikon®© total
station is an effect& tool to create a-8imensional map of collected points, new

technology developed by Trimble© or Atlus© positioning systemshigdepresision
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satellite receive6lobal Navigatio Satellite System and have builtwireless options
thatallow for real ime connection These technologies are very precise and would have

been more effective in the field to confirm if the data was being collected properly. The

5.2.3.2. Magnetometer

The geophysical equipmetiitat was used for this research was chosentihth
chain link fence at the North Hill Burial Ground in mind. From consultation with Dr.
Ferguson, a Geophysics professor in the Department of Geological Sciences at the
University of Manitoba, | learned that the magnetometer, even if operated in a low
reolution survey would be affected by the chain link fence for approximately five meters
(I. Ferguson, personal communication, September 28, 2012). It became evident that
within the chain link fence which measured 24 by 30 meters a loss of 5 meters was too

much, and for this reason a magnetometer was not used.

5.2.3.3 Ground-Penetrating Radar

The GroundPenetrating Rad4dGPR was successfully used at the control site,
the North Hill Burial Ground and the East Hill sitdowever,depending on the soil
condition and environment, tHBPR survey was not always practidabr exampleat the
North Hill Burial Groundit was initially plannedhat both south and west sides outside
the chain link fence would be surveyed. However these south and west secttaireedon
trees and when we began surveying the south section, the data collected showed poor
results due to interference from the tree roots. It was decided that to better optimize our

limited time, additional areas would be surveyed in open areas. Whilésigre
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surveyed at the North Hill Burial Grounds, the 2 grids surveyed in the treed section south

of the chain link fence yielded ambiguous data.

5.2.3.4. Electromagnetic Ground CondLctivity

Due to time constraints for borrowé&tkectromagneti&Ground Conductivity
(EM38) equipmentand surveyoronly one grid inside the fene the North Hill Burial
Ground wasurveyed. Since thEM38 is very sensitive to metal the survey grid was
prepared one meter away from the chain link fetigs.unfortunae that the EM38
technology was not available for the control survey at the Brandon Municipal Cemetery.
Establishing a baseline for both the GPR and the EM38 would have strengthened the
results of the North Hill Burial Ground. Regardless, the resultseoEM38 survey were
extremely valuable and provide further confirmation about the existence and location of

unmarked graves within the chain link fence.

5.2.3.5. Limitations of Non-Invasive Geophysical Technologies
Buried mateials and historic humanmeains themselves can be diffictdtlocate
due to the fact that thgravesare shallow, and complicated by an extended
decomposition time of the coffinlathing, and size of remain®upras, Schultz,
Wheeler, and William$2006)explainthat the soil matrix taken out for the grave will
largely be the same that surroundingitth only a small portion beinigone which
makes GPR interpretation problematic. Finally, only areas of interest can be identified by

GPR and EM38 surveys. This {&s one major limitation to geophysical technologies;
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only by expert excavation can these underground features be confirmed as a human

burial.

5.2.3.6. Contributions of Geophysical Surveys

The GPR surveys conducted at three different sites helps tbebtéference to
identify GPR reflection profiles when searching for unmarked children graves in
southwestern Manitobd he GPR and EM38 surveys are comparative technologies
which serve as a double confirmation of the unmarked graves at the North Hall Buri
Ground. These nemvasive technologies also serve as a means to work with First Nation
communities who want to locate unmarked graves without physically disturbing the

remains.

5.2.3.7. Collaboration

While nortrinvasive geophysical technologies forensic field surveys are an
expensive endeavor, GPR and EM&8hnology, aerial photography, global positioning
equipment was made possible through collaboration with R@Wtec Constihg
Limited, Sensors and Software and Brandon University. Thesecégs were generous
with their equipment, software programs and technical support services. Working in
collaborationis advantageous for both parties. For example, at the Brandon Municipal
Cemetery, Brandon Police and RCMP members were encouraged thevisite to see
the GPR in operation and the survey of known burial plots. At North Hill Burial Grounds,
RCMP, GPR technician acquired two days of operating experience with GPR at a burial

site with unknown graves. A professional partnership bersgitsgroups and created
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opportunities for gatheringnportant geophysical data of unmarked graves in

southwestern Manitoba.

Summary

Despite these limitations, | was able to access four sites that are potential burial
grounds for children who attended theRB. Instead of using a single method, or having
a predefined list of methods to impose on every site, | employed mixed methods. This
enabled me to use site sensitive methods and tailor forensic search methods to best suit
each site. Most of the forensicaseh methods | used were fast, cheap and very effective
in locating unmarked graves. In addition, formal investigation with forensic search
methods and geophysical technologies were completed to follow up on first hand
statements about the specific loca®mf unmarked graves behind the BIRBe T
forensc field survey at all the fowsitestook 515 volunteer hours and was possible

without funding.

5.3. Future Considerations

It is my hope that this thesis research can be used as a guideline for othvers wh
are interested in completing similar research in their own communities. This thesis has
outlined the multiple places of inquiry to consider when searching for higtatian
residential schoalecords the many benefits of gaining firsthand knowledgerfr
survivors and the different nanvasive field search methods that can be used during a
search for unmarked gravésecommend that in order to complete this type of research,

it is important to work in partnership and network with community members.
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| was able to create networks and work in partnership with people who shared my
concern of unmarked student graves associated with the BIRS property. These
individuals listened to me while | outlined the history of the school and explained the
importanceof locating missing children, unmarked graves, and unmarked burial grounds
on the school property or related to the school. As so many of these people had families
of their own, they were able to imagine the devastating loss, profound grief, and the
though of never knowing where their child wa:
compassion, action, and humanity that this type of research was possible in southwestern
Manitoba.

Specifically, further efforts to gain access to restricted archivaldeadrthe
BIRS would likely increase the number of names of students who died at the BIRS and
potentially confirm specific operational dates of each school cemetery. The collection of
additional survivor testimonies would also be invaluable, especiafty finale survivors,
those from different communities, and those who attended the school during different
years than those interviewed for this research project €1988. In addition, further
research efforts at the BIRS would greatly benefit from landsacto the earliest
cemetery near the Assiniboine River now located in a private camp ground. A forensic
survey would greatly assist in confirming the specific location of these unmarked graves
and delineate the boundaries of the cemetery for future gostesnd commemoration.

Given the objectives of the research: (1) examining the number of names and
students who died while attending the BIRS, (2) determine the locations of school burial
grounds and number unmarked graves at each site, and (3) detértnexnumber of

cemetery interments matched BIRS administrative records aligns with the goals of the
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TRCanditosngoi ng process of collecting a compl
schooing system.The TRC is creating a list of students whedlat Indian residential
schools across Canada; however, there seems to be a strange silence surrounding the
notification of families whose children have been documented as dying at these schools.
Without this final step, it seems as though the TRC isingsts final link to come full
circle.

It is also hoped that the community of Brandon does not forgot its own history,
and repeat the history of the Muscowequan Indian residential scoothipf Regina of
accidently unearthing unmarked graves dudegelopment projectrry, 2009.
During this research project | was asked to share the progress of my research and to begin
conversations with individuals in Brandon and the surrounding area about the BIRS.
When | presented tBrandon University studesin theDepartments oAnthropology,
Native Studies, and Histotywas surprised to learn that both indigenous and non
indigenous students had no knowledge, or limited knowledge about the BIRS. When |
gave a presentation to the Assiniboine Presbytergslsurprised by some of th®ries |
was told and questions | was asked. For example, in one case, | was asked if it was
possible to find out what happened to certain students who stayed at their house over the
Christmas holidays. Since | was providedhathe names of these students, | thought it
might be possible to locate them in the archival records; however, | did not have any
success. When | gave a presentation tdJiged Church of Canada Committee on
Indigenous Justice and Residential Schaoldthe Brandon Friendship Centre | was

surprised by two people who came to me after | had presented who each gave me a hug.
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One individual said fAithank you for finally
a copy of my thesis when | was finished.

| recommend that we continue education on Indian residential schools, not only
for children in elementary and high school levels, but also for college and university
students, Indigenous and nbrdigenous groups, religious congregations, members of the
community of Brandon and the surrounding area. For example, Brandon could host guest
speakers who could discuss different aspects of the history of the BIRS. This will not
only provide support for teachers, but will also provide an opportunity for learning,
conversations, discussions, acknowledgement and affirmation of the legacy of the BIRS

within the history of Brandon the overall Indian residential schooling system in Canada.

Conclusion
In her bookCountry of My SkullKrog (2007) discusses the comxitees of the
South Africandés Truth and Reconci-22) ati on C
raises the issue of a Commission being sensitive to the word truth and goes on to explain
that:
If [the Commission's] interest in truth is linked only targesty and
compensation, then it will have chosen not truth, but justice. If it sees truth as the
wi dest possible compilation of peopl eds
experiences, it will have chosen to restore memory and foster a new humanity,
andperhaps that is justice in its deepest sense.
In this same way, focus on compensation for the survivors imt¢hen Residential
School Settlement Agreemig(Indian andNorthern Affairs Canada, 2010) overlooks the

deeper issues at harihis is evidenby restrictions to the archival histories of Indian

residential schools in Canada, at the federal and provincial level and the proposed
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restrictions to survivor te¢&eénirembani es at
interesting that the restrictions péaton survivor testimonies by the TRC seem to be the
result of treating survivors as if they were participants in a research study and requiring
informed consent. However, the purpose and goals of the TRC is drastically different
from a typical universitygtudy, as it was meant to ussthand accounts to help create a
complete history for Canada. These restrictions close the gateway to the possibilities of
restoring memory and fostering a new humanity in Canada.

There is much to be domethe way of truth and reconciliation in Canada. This
project is only one step towards achieving this goal, and while this research set out to find
the names of students who died at the Blftfysically locateheir graves, and tell their
stories, it is ufinished. The results from this research imissing children and
unmarked burials at tH&IRS are not final and require continued search efforts. | will
continue to research amebrk with the community of the Sioux Valley Dakota Nation in
whichever diretion that they wish to proceed. Research on missing children, unmarked
graves, and unmarked Indian residential school burial grounds necessitates working with
individual communities on a catg-case basis.

This has been an opportunity to document tgadg of the BIRS using archival
records, interviews with BIRS survivors and forensic field survey methods. While it
seems that many people in Brandon do not know about the BIRS, the lingering effects of
the school continue to ripple within the communitgiayg. For thegparents who were
unabl e to bring théme,itheirlidea wilgneverde thessanme agaia.i n s
This is also true for thé0 familiesrepresenting 13 different First Nation communities

Manitobawhose children never returned homMad so, if we can begin to accurately

t
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look atthe tragedy in ouown backyard, we might begin to courageously looduaitpast

and confront ouhistory in order to speak the truth about what happeahéte BIRS.

This thesis cont rutbhud ebsy tooo mipsipleiarkg nsgo urhcee s
the deaths of students at the BIRS, and the marked and unmarked burial grounds that may
be at risk if they are not properly identified and/or protected. This is one way we might

work together to buildgtrong #liances and be capable of authentically continuing the

process of truth and reconciliation in Canada.
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List of ConsultedArchival Records

Records Consulted at tiMunicipal Level

Record Holder

Archival Source

Description Summary

Brandon General
Museum and
Archives INC.

Personal
Correspondence

No archive no informatiorregarding the
Brandon Indian residential school

Brandon Heritage

Personal
Correspondence

No archives, no informatioregarding the
Brandon Indian residential school

Brandon Hospital
Medical Health
Department

Microfilm

Information regarding the Brandon Indian
residential school; howev&estricted Access
consent required or law firm

Brandon
Information and
Records

Personal
Correspondence

Limited InfoT 1991 development proposal
Sioux Valley

Records &
Information
Department

Curran Park Administratn, Programs and
Maintenance 1 ife # 61000: Maps of Curran
Park(Brandon City Hall Records, na)

Ruth Tester, Manitoba Genealogical Society
researchieportwhich listedstudent names,
home communities, dates @éathsanda brief
historyof the Brandon Indian residential schoc

Brandon Land
Titles Office

LandTitle
Abstracts

List of land owners for the NE1/4 and SE2/4 «
Section 10 Range 19 Township 28

Western Manitoba
Regional Library
(Brandon Public
Library)

Personal
Correspondence

Currently organizing local history sources, wil
contact ifBrandon Indian residential school
records located

Directory

Hendersondéds Brandon
years: 1883, 1897, 1905, 1966973. Brandon
Indian residential schowlo longer listed in
1973; List of staff and number of students list
duringparticular years

Books

R.M. of Cornwallis Centennial Memorial:
School location

Section 28\E: 1884 James Stewart, 1892
Indian Residential School

Section 28E: 1884 James Stewart, 1892
Indian Residential School

(Cornwallis Centennial Committee, 1984,
p.399)

Reminisces of Brandon: Mentions BRS in on¢
paragrapl{McVicar, 1958)

Brandon, a Prospect of a City: some
photographs of Brandon (Hume, 1982)

Binder

Cemeteries: Correspondences of Ruth Teste
(ManitobaGenealogical Society) Researh
the Brandon Indian residential school
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BrandonMunicipal
Cemetery

Personal
Correspondence

Search requeyielded hree namewhich were
associateavith Brandon Industrial School

Online Resource

GIS Cemetery SeardCity of Brandon, n.eb)

BrandonRegional
Health Authority
Administration
Office

Personal
Correspondence

The records are in unorganized boxes in a
basement and have not been sorted since the
move

Brandon Research
Centre

Personal
Correspondence

No information Brandon Indian residential
school; records sent to Winnipeg

Brandon School Personal Historic records from Cornallisi St. Michaels

Division Correspondence School; Brandon Indian residential school
records may have been sent to Winnipeg to
either the Catholic Arch Diocese or St.
Boni face; Search for
ARegi stry Cardso

Brandon Sun Newspaper The hstory of Curran Park and of Brandon

articles Indian residential school (Johnston958, b &

c)

Brandon University Photographs Brandon Indian residential schdobm the

S. J. McKee HerbertGoodlandCollection 19131915

Archive Ruth Tester Ruth Tester, Manitoba Genealogical Society

Report researchreportwhich listedstudent names,
home communities, dates @éathsanda brief
historyof the Brandon Indian residential schoc

Photocopy of Brandon Indian residential schaelcords

Microfilm Reels

School Files SerieRG10 Volumes 6255260

Brandon University
JohnE. Robbins
Library

Book

With One Voice: A History of Municipal
Governance in Manitob@oldsborough, 2008)

Brockie Donovan Personal Search request yieldexhe resulfor the North

Funerary Home Correspondence Hill burial grounds

McDeLandes Personal No historic records

Monuments & Correspondence

Memorials

R.M. of Cornwallis Personal No records of the Brandon Indian residential

Correspondence schoo] No cemetery maps; No directory of an

cemeteries in Cornwallis; All cemetery
information sent to Provincial Archives

Former employee Personal All cemetery information sent to Vital Stats in

R.M. of Cornwallis Correspondence Winnipeg

The Daly House  Photograph PrincipalRev. T. Ferrier of the Brandon Indian

Museum residential school ancimnily

The Anglican Personal No information regarding the Brandon Indian

Diocese of Correspondence residential school

Brandon
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The Brandon Girl Personal No informationBrandon Indian residential
Guides Correspondence schoolor in their Provincial Archives

Sioux Valley Personal Information regarding children sent home sicl
Dakota Nation Correspondence and buried in the Sioux Valldyakota Nation

Cemetery
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Records Consulted at the Provinciadvel

Record Holder Archival Source  Description Summary

Canada Map Aerial Historic aerial photographs of the Brandadian

Sales Photographs residenial school (Canada Map Sales, 1946, 19
1959, & 1968)

Library and Archival File on the Brandon Indian residential school

Archives Canada, Records and
Manitoba Region Maps
Federal Records

cemeteries@epartment of Indiaand Inuit
Affairs, 19631970)

Centre
Manitoba Transcript Ruth Tester, Manitob&enealogical Society
Genealogical researchreportwhich listedstudent names, home
Society communities, dates afeathsanda brief history
of theBrandon Indian residential school
Book Carved in StonéManitoba Genealogical Society
1990)
Historic Unpublished Brandonindian esidenial school emetery

Resources Brancl archaeological
report on file

survey repor{Baderscher and McLeod, 2000)

Manitobia Online Resource

Database Searcbigitized historic newspaper
clipsfrom Brandon Daily Sun

University of Online Resource
Alberta Libraries
Peel 6s P

Database Searcbigitized Henderson'8randon
City Directory (19061955

Provinces
Provincial Personal Have informatioron theBrandonindian
Archives Correspondence residenial schooj Need permissions/support fror

FIPPA, AMC and TRC, ethics cleararicéhen
enter into formal agreement

The Archives of  Personal
Rupert 6 s Correspondence

No records regarding tigrandonindian
residenial school

The Shingwauk  Online Resource
Residential
School Centre

Database Searctigital photograph®f Brandon
Indian esidenial school

Newspaper clipsegarding théBrandonindian
residenial school (Brenda, 2008; Delany, 2007)

Agency of Online Resource Database SearcBeathsmore than 70 years ag
Manitoba Vital
Statistics
United Church of Registries of United Church of Canada 188495;1899
Canada Baptisms, Brandon Central S14 18886; S7 1889892
Archives Marriages and  Knox United Church Victoria 1969928; S8
Deaths 19311943
Vital Statistics Registry S5 193IP46: 2 results
for Brandon Indian residential school
Minutes Minutes of Manitoba and Northwest Conferenci

of the Methodist Church 188B304: Only history
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of theschool, no results

Minutes of Manitoba and Northwest Conferenci
of the Methodist Church 190#914: Registry with
numbers of burials per year

Methodist Church Manitoba Conference Minute
of the Ministerial Session of the Lake Winnipeg
District 1922:Registry with numbers of burials

Journals

MB Conference of the Methodist Churth
Journal of the Lake Winnipeg District 1920, 19z
1924 Registry only for 1920

Methodist church of Canada Journal of Genera
Council

1886,1890, 1894, 1898, 1902: Histarythe
Brandon Indian residential school

Journal Proceedings of th& General Conferenci
of the Methodist Church
1906, 1910, 1914: No results

The Methodist

19151923: Registry with numbers of burials pe

Year Book year for
Districts MethodistChurch Manitoba Conference Brandc
District
1897, 1899, 1900: No results
Manitoba and North West Conference Methodi:
Church of Board District
18971899, 1919: No results
Sherry Roy Reference to Student Deaths at UCC Indian
Report Residential SchooNamed and unnamed results
for BRS(Roy 2012
Photographs Multiple collectionsavailable

Archaeologist
file

Map of Curran Park and letter correspondence:

Book

Carved in Stone (Manitolf@enealogical Society,
1990)

Ruth Tester
Research

Ruth Tester, Manitoba Genealogical Society
researchreportwhich listedstudent names, home
communities, dates a@eathsanda brief history
of theBrandon Indian residential school

Online Resource

United Church

The Children Remembered: Information regard
Brandonindian esidenial school history and

of Canada photographs
MacDonald Brandonindian residenial schooland historic
Report cemetery protocols
University of Personal letter  One "out of context" ledétr (Carritt, 1936)
Manitoba Photographs Brandon Area, none drandonindian esidenial

Elizabeth Dafoe

school (Ellis 19581960)




Library
Department of
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3 Photographs of theortagendian Residential
School

Archives and Online- Digital photographs oftudents at the Portage
Special Archives and Indian Residential Schoalailable online
Collections Special (Shipley, 19791990)

Collections
University of Microfilm of History of theBrandonindian esidenial school
Manitoba Christian (The Christian Guardian Newspaper, 1895)
Fr. H. Drake Guardian
Library Weekly

Newspaper
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Records Consulted at the Fedelralvel

Record Holder Archival Source

DescriptionSummary

Government Online
Canada Land Resource

Database Searchtistoric map plans of the
Brandonindian residenial schoolproperty and

Surveys roads
Legacy of Hope Online Information regardingndian Residential Schools
Resource in Canada
Library and Online SearchPhotographs of studentsaps of the
Archives Resource school property iri891 and 1892
Canada Databaseearch Aboriginal Peoples Digitized
Original Land Deeds
DatabaseSchool Files SeriesThe files contain al
aspects of Indian school administration in Canau
Microfilm Reelsspecific toBrandonindian
residenial school c-86488651with volumes
ranging from62556259
DatabaseArchivia.net
Online database search engine for Government
Canada Files
Microfilms RG10Black Series:
available at Volume 3567, File 82, Part 41
Brandon Volume 3891, File 95,8333
University John Volume 3956, File 139,043
E. Robbins Volume 3964, File 149,874
Library Volume 3964, File 150,000
Microfilms RG10Central Registry Files 184197Q

available from
the University
of Alberta
through
interlibrary loan

Volume 7194, Reel ®700File 511/251-006
Volume 8449, Reel €2380Q File 511/235-006,
Partsl

Volume 8800, Reel ©718 File511/2513-015,
Partsl

SessionaPapers Online
or Annual Resourcse
Reports for the

Library and Archives Canadaatabase Search:
Indian Affairs Annual Reports 1864990
BRS results for 1891924, 1960

Department of

University of TorontdDatabase Search: Digitized

Indian Affairs Sessional Paper
Paper Copy Available at Brandon University John E. Robbin:
Library
Truth and Online General information of the TRC, interviews and

Reconciliation  Resource
Commission of
Canada

events
Information regarding msing children and
unmarkedburialsproject

Correspondencs
with Lead
Archaeologist
Alex Maass

PDF:Remembering the Children Guidelines for
initiating projects involving Indian Residential
School cemeteries and unrked burials (Fausak,
2011)
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Appendix B
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Letters of Support and Permissions

Sioux Valley Dakota Nation (Land title holdér).etter of Permission
(Page 1 of 2)



