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hr an extensivc plrPcl on "'rhc Lr-rnririous Equii'alcnt of Racliation,,,
Ntrttingt thus stLtnmarizcs sorne of thc niole irniroltant clinlactcristics
.of the visual lesponse to radiation: ; '

l. "Sensibiì.ity to Slight Diffeleuces in lVave Length, has trvo
plonouncecl maxima, onc in tire yellorv ancl one in tÌre gÌeen; ancl two
slight maxima in the crt'e're blne ¿-r,ncl lecl. These marima vary
consiclelably rvith the incÌivichial ancl plobably also rvith the intensitv
.of tire ladiation usecl."

II. "Sensibility to Racliation of \rar.ying Intensity:
sensibility falls off steaclily *'itir i'o.casi'g i'tensiiy. It is aplrro\-

irnatelf inr.e.sel)' pr.opoltion:r.l to the intensity 01¡er a rvicle r.ange.
The r'¿-r,tio of optical intensity to intensity of lacliation incleases rnole
rapiclly for lecl than for, biue and green (Pzrz'lcinje phettontetzon).,,

iII. "Sensibility to srnall l)ifferences in fntensity,,:
The least pe.ceptible inc'ement measri.ed as a fraction of the

rvhole is a,pplorirnately:
(1) Inclepenclent of Intensit¡' (IÌcch,ner,s Luu). It is ¿l,bout .016

for moclelate ancl hig^h intensities ancl gleater for ver.y lorv ancl extlernely
liigh intensities.

(2) Inclependent of Wave Length (Ik)nig,s Lazu) at consranr
lurninosity, ertlemes again exceptecl.

(3) Indepenclent of the fndiviclual."
with the exception of number r the above characte'istics of the-

visual lesironse to lacliation have been velifiecl by sevelal oJ¡setvels.
Bnt concelning the sensibility of the letina to slight changes in the
rvave-length of tlie iight no investigation of a very exhaustive natru'e
âpllears to have been condncted. Perhaps the best Ìecent clata ale tirose
clue to Dr'. Olga Steincller';f b't even thei:e a spect.um of only one
intensity appea's to have been consicle.ecl. \\rith a view then, in the
fir'st place of r.etifying results ah'eacly ol.rtainecl by Steincllcl al-rcl othels,

':"Io be printed aiso in the Physical Review.
TP. G. Nutting: Bulletin of tlie Bure¿u of Stancla.cls, 1g0S, Vol. 5, No. 2, pzr,ge

265.

fWien Sitz.: IIa, 115, pp. 1-24, 1906.
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ancl in the second place, of investigating trre behaviou'of these maxim.
rvith changes in the inte'sity of the r.aclia,tion nsecl, tlie foìlorving obser._
vations rvei'e rnacle.

\\¡he' it u'as founcl that ¿ill of the chief character.isúics might be
investigeted by the appai'at*s to be usccl in tlie case <¡f nnm]¡el r, ancl
in viel' of the fact that it appezr.iecl to be a. o.igi'ai ructliocl, it vas
deciclecl to investigate all thr.ee cases. rt ¡r,as thought that the o.,.r,ro.y
ri'ith rvhich the *'eiì l<norvn phenomena ¡r,ei'e establisliecl might i¡clicate
thc leliability of the r.esults oÌ¡bainecl in the fir.st casc.

Ifistoricdl ¿,

rlanclelstammt appear's to liarre ì:een the r1'st to i'r,estigate tire
colo' scnsitiveness of thc hnna' eye foi slight cliffe.cnces in tir" rva'e
length of light ol¡selvecl. By shifting the 1..Lates of an oplitha¡no'retei.
so as to give a j'st pc.ceptible color cliffere'ce, he obtainecl a rleans of

, obse.ving sensibiiity in cliffe.ent parts ancl obtainecl in this rva,y'raxima
of sensibility in the reg.io'of tlie D ¿-r,ncl F li'es. Dob.o¡,olosi<¡,f came
to the same conclusion by similar. rì1earìs. peir.cer in'estigatecl the
se.sitir.e.ess of tlie eye to sliglit cliffe.ences of colo. by liivi'g trvo
iclentical spectral ba^ds o¡e immecriatery ar¡ove trre other', the 

'ppe'one of lvhich rnight be sliiftecl. The object of the expclinient rvas to
see horv small a clisplacement coulcl be infallibll. cletecticl ancl t¿anzecl in
clirectiotz bl' 6h" obscrrrci in cliffelent palts of the spectlum. FIe founcl
rnaxima situatecl similaliy to those founcl ì:y othel, in'es'r,igätoi.s. ùIore
accLrrate lesnlts rvei'e iir.st obtainocl lt¡. 1ç5ut* anrl Dieter.ici.r I;hthoff6
also iir'estigatecl the clifferences in *,âr.e length for just obse'valrle
colo. ciifferences. B.odhnn,? himserf coror bliicl, gives measulemcnts
after the rnethocl of r(ö'ig fo' 

'rean 
intensities. Èxne.r also gi'es a

single selvice of rneasni'ernents on a r.,'iclely clispe.secl specrr,um. i'this
connection also steincller'0 r'epolts ol¡selvations uiron twelve sr-rbjects.
;\ spectlurn t'ith a clispelsion of ar¡out g5 cll. r-r,t tlie point observecl l,as.
ol¡tainecl by mea's of a' aic light a'ci a conc¿ì\¡e g'ating. The ligrrt
fi'om the specti'run at this point feil 

'po' t*o totaliv reflãcti'g pl.is's
placecl vertically one above the othel ancl aftel lcflections fi.orn a seconcl

'r-ürstoncÍìl I'eletenccs t:¡ken from Dr. Steincller.,s paper.
fGrafe's Alchiv: Bcl. 18, p. 3gg.
{Ebencle, Bcl. 18, p. 90.
a Ame¡ican Joulnal of Science, Vol. 26 (lgg3), p. 2gg.
õ Annalen cler PhJ'sik und Chemie, Bcl. ZZ, p. ¡7g.
0 Grefe's.A.r'chives, Bcl. 84, 4, p. i.
? Zeitsihr. für' Psych. uncl Phys. Bcl. 84 (1gg2), p. gg.
8 L. c. p. 875.

'gl\¡ien Sitz.: Ifa, 115, pp. 1-2:t, 1g06.
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largel plism tt'o acljacent fielcls appearecl in the eye-piece. Since the
upper of tire trvo smallel piisms tr'ùs tttot'eal¡Je along a hoi'izont¿rl sc¿.,Ìe

liglit of the s¿me ol sìightly cliffei'ent wave length might be viervecl in
the ficÌcl. In this way tlie amotint of change nccessary to ploclttcc a

just pelceptible but clistinct colot' clifference wâs measnlecl. \'-alucs

tlius obtained rvet'e nre¿In values for'.at leas'r, ten obsci'vations macle by
the sane person on the same 1:or'uion of tlie spectt'utl.

D escriptiotz oJ''lpptn'uttLs.

One allangement of app¿It'¿ìttls ï'âs forÌncl sufiìcicnt fol ali inr-csti-
gations ancÌ is essentially thzit usccl by '\llcn 

r' to nteasule tlie luminositl'
of the spectlunì. 'lhe genelal at'i'angemcnt is sitou'n in I¡ìS. 1. 'I'he

light flom an acetyiene flame A afiet' concentlation .by lenscs B ancl

81, passecl thlough tlie opening C froin a light ploof chlmbel M; tÌren
thlough two nicol iriisrns (Jl ancl F) allangecl rvith theil plincipal

F io-.t.

sections holizontal; theuce tht'ough the spectlometel G and rvas
finally vier'ved in a Hilger eye-piece H in rvhich all tlie light of the
spectlnm except a narÌo\v centlal band rvas cut off by means of acljust-
al:le shuttels. The obselvel rvas thelefole able to subject his eye to a
light stimulus of any clesiled r,vave-length. A constant gas pressut'e
rvas taiien to inclicate a constant luminosity in the sout.ce of light. The
intensity of the spectlum li'as controÌlecl by lotating the polaliser'.
Tlre plincipal piane of the analysel lemained holizontal fot all investi-
gations in olclel that the clisplacetrent of thc light rvaves as ther¡ rnet

*Frank Allen: Phil. Mag. 1911, Yol.2l, No. 125, page 604.
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the plism might be pelpendiculal to its face. In this way it was thought
to avoid a valiation in iutensity of iiglit thlough l'eflection flom the
sulfaces of the plisms.

'Ihe spectlometei'used rvas of the Hilger' Àutornatic type rvith four
plisms equivaieirt to thlee sirty deglee plisms ancl giving a dispelsion
slightly in excess of twelve deglees.

,r.
Each chalactelistic of the visual lesponse to lacliation as outlined

in the corlìmencement of this paper', r.vas tleatecÌ as a separate investi-
gation. Obselvations lvele rnacle to shor.v:

1. Whethel sensibility to sliglit cliffelence in rvave length has

trvo plonounced rnaxirna, one in the yellor'v and one in the green, and
two light maxima in the extleme blue ancl led.

2. \\¡hethcl these maxirna valy rvith the intensity of the radiation
usecl.

1. In tlie investigation concelning spectla of valying intençity,
othel oonclitions remaining constant, spectra of sir clifferent intensities
r'r'ele ex¿r,minecl. Olly obselr.ations macle r'r'ith my own eye (the light)
l'hich seems cluite nolmal as to colol sensations, ale consicleled in this
papef. IJpon the spectltim of maxirnum intensity in ail palts, rvhich
fol plesent llrlr'Iroses, has been leplesentecl by unity, ancl upon a spect-
lum of intensity .25, ol:selvations vele m.aCe to cleterrnine the minimtirn
clccrectse in intensity by which the initial intensity was changecl in effect-
ing a change in sensation that l'as just irelceptible. In the case of
spectla at all othel intensities consiclerecÌ, the minimum ina'case in tlie
oliginal intensity rlecessaly to ploduce a just pelceptible change in
the sensation was detelmineci.

XI eti¿ocl oi proceclwc.

The plincipal sections of the nicols rvet'e holizonb¿l anci so gave

the briglitest spectrum obtainable rvith the chosen allangement of ap-
palatris. Ol¡selvations $¡ele mecle niron thilty-trvo pot'tions of this
spectlnm; these ale given in Tal¡le I.

Light of wave length .42p was fir'st observecl. This I'as allorvecl

to act npon the retina for foul seconds. Then the polarisel lvas lobated
at a uniformly rapicl late; an effolt ¡vas macle to heep the late ¿rt which
the polalisel rvas lotatecl, applorimately constant fol all observations.
As soon as a change in ihe sensation of light rvas pelcei-recl the rotation
was stoppecl. The angle thlough r'vliich lotation had talçeu place rvas

notecl. This was denotecl by a; since unity iracl been talçen to lepre-
sent the amonnt of light passing through the prisrns befole the polaliser
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was rotated, the dif{e.ence between 1 and cosz ø i.e., sin2 a will r.epr.e_
sent the amount by whicir the oliginal intensity of tlie light ìvas
diminishacl in effecting a change of sensation that ,çvas just perceptible.
The 

'eciprocal 
of this value (si^2 a) taken to r.eplesent thã sensibilitv

of the eye has bee' plottecl as a function of the cor'espondiag 
'"urälength. This is shown in curve 1, Fig. 2. The other. cliose,r por.tions

of the spectlum 'n'ele obser'\'ecl in rapid sLrccession in a sirnilar rvav.
¡\ climmei' spectr,m n'as next consicle'ed. This 

'r,as 
obtai*eci by

setting the pola'isel befo.e each ol:ser.vation so that its pr.incipal planl
made an angle of 51o with the ho'izo.tar, i.e. rvitrr trre prane of trre
analyser. This initial a'gre *as ctenoteci by p. since cis 2p:cos,
51o is equal to .395, it was consiclelecl. i;liat each portion of the spectlum
chosen fol investigation was Bs.|a/o of the intensity of co.r.esponcling
portions in the spectr.r.rm at maximnm intensity. \\rith this initial
a|r'angement light as obselvecl in the eye-piece was, as befor.e, allorvecl
to act upon the t'etina for foul seconcls. Then the pclar.iser' .rvas r.otatecl
so as to ir,crectsc the intensity of tlie light. ¡\s soo'as ihe inte'sity had
jr"rst noticeably i'cleased the lotation r,vas stoppecl. The angle betrveen
the planes of the nicols was lead ancL crenotecl by ø. sinle cosrSlo
leplesents the intensit¡. of the stimulus at the begining ancl cos2 ¿ the
intensity of the light affecting the eye at the moment of perceptible
change, cos2a-cos25lo s'iil'ep'esent the amo'nt by *4rich ilre origi'al
intensity (rvhicli fo' each obsei'vatio' is zg.5/6 of the maxi'rurn
intensity of the spect'um at the chosen poi.b) rvas ir,*eusecl in affccting
n change of sensation that was just pelceptible. ;\s ìrefor.e, the r.ecipr.o_
cal of this valLre t'û,s taken to iepieseut the sensibility of the eye ancl iras
been plottecl as a f'nctio' of the co'r,espo'cling 

'vâve 
terrg*tlr. The

lesnlts aLe shor.n glaphically in curve II, Fig. 2. 'l.lie portiãns of the
:p.jti]-__obser'r'ecl a.cl the ol¡se.r'atio's macle 

'pon each a'e gi'en
rn lûr)le 11.

upon the spect.r-rm of i'te'sity .25 oJ¡servatio's rve.e macle to
cletermine the least pelceptil:le clecrcr,tsc in the initial stirnulus ïrecess&f)¡
to p'ocL-rce a noticeable change i' trre sensation of light. This rvas

u clone ìry following the methocl cresc'ibecl for. the spectruin at maximnm' i'te'sit1'. The l'es.lts a'e gi'en in Table rIr and ire shor,vn g'aptricaily
in cru'r'e IrI, Fig.2. The specti'urn of intensity .25 was oËtaìnea by
setti'g the pla'e of the 1:ola.ise' at an a''.gle of 6c" r-,-ith the plane of
tÌre analyser'.

In the case of other spectr:a investigatecl obsel,vatio's rve'e macle
foÌ the least pelceptibre ir¿crectse in trre initial stirnulus, follor,ving the
method used upon the spcctlnm seconcl in or.clel of bliglit'ess, as cle_
sc.ibecl above. These spectì.a we'e of relative intensitús .060; .025
ancl '0054 r'espectively,-the spectrurn of rnaximnm i'te'sity being
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consi(lcrc(l rìs eq'.rnl to r.rnit¡'in lll palts. Thc initiel cotr(litions to givc
spectr'â of such inteusitics fol each obselvation \\¡ere the inclination of
the piincipal planes of the nicols to each othcr.at angles of 75o 45t;
80" 45' ancl 85o 45' respectively. 'I'he results ale given in Tal¡les IV,
\r ancl \¡-I ancl shown glaphically in CLrrves 1\,¡, \r aircl \¡I, fig. 2.

'l'ttblcs oJ' tluLtt.

In 'Iables I to \rI À inclicates the I'ave lengtli of light ol¡selvecl.
The cohrmn heaclecl "Scale Iìeaclings" gives the obselvecl leacling on
the attacliecl sctl,le, elfter each t.otation. l\¡ith each nerv intensity tlie
zero of the scale n'as obser,vecl ancl talien into acconnt to find the angle
beürveen the pi'inciple sections of the nicols. These values rvill be founcl
in the column heacled (a) . Since p denotes tlie initial angie betl'een
tire piincipal sections, in the colurnn undel cos'1€ r'ill befouncl the intcn-
sity of the spcctrr-rm consicLelecl in each case. In the columns uncler.
Sin'?a Table I ancl nncler Cos 'B-Cos 2¿ 'Iable III .n'ill be founcl the
anroi"rnt ìy l'hich the initial intensity was clim,inisltccl to efect the
minirnnm noticeable r:hange of sensation. In'l'ables II ancl i\¡ to \¡I,
nnclel Cos: ¿ -Cos'p ale gir.en thc arnor,rnts lty u4rich the ot'iginal
intensity (as showir r-tnclcr Cos,B.¡ hacl to bc incleasecl to eÍfcct a change
of sensation ji-rst perceptibìe. Ilncler' "Sensibility" alc the velues of
the lcciplocals of tlie arnounts of miuimum pelceptible change in in-
teirsity. in oi'clel that the valions cut.ves might be plottecl in one fignle
these leciplocais, rvhich ale the oi'clinates for. the cliffcrcnt cLri,\¡es,
have J:een multipliecl by albitla,r'y const¿lnts as inclic¿rtccl in the figr-ri.e
ancl then plottecl to the scale shorvn.

. 2. A Spectru.nt o;l' Eclual Lu,ntinosity .in all pcn'ts.

Wlren rneasuling the luminosity of the spectlum ;\ilen'r tooli obscr-
vations upon nineteen portions clf it, cleterinining in each case'r,he angle
l,hioh the pliucipal plaire of the polai'isel shonlcl malie vith the hor.izon-
tal, i.e., rvith the plane of the analysei.'in olcler.that each por.tion as
viewecl in the cye-iriece should have equal. luminosity. 'lhcrefor.e since
the appnlatus usecl in the pleseni; investigatiort rvas also r-rsecl lt1'.\llen
in apploximateiy the sanle ¿ì,r,rangement with the s&ure gâs jet, g:is
plcssure anr[ slit u'iclth, it rvas consiclelecl tìrlt, by ol)sci,virrc- lllcse
sarle poltions ancl setting the plane of the polar.iser at thc coi'i.es1:oncling
angle foi'each, eqrlaliiy of luminosity in tlie parts obselvecl wonÌcl be
obtainecl. TLris I'onlcl it rvas bhought be eqr-rivalcnt to obsei.r'ing a
spectl'nrn of equal Ìr"rminosi'r,y in all par.ts. The nert pr.oblem consicler,ecl,
then, n'as that of cletelrnining tlie sensil¡ility of the et'e to sligìrt

'r'Phil. Mâg., 191i. Vol. 21., p 604.



228 THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF CANADA

cliffelences in intensity rvhen the iight stimr"rlus nas of equal intensity
at each point of obselvation. Fol this plrïpose obselvatiãns sirnila. in
plilciple to those already desclibecl, r'ere made upon this ,rEcluivalent
of a Spectrum of Equal Luminositl'.,'

lI[ eth,od of ¡tr oceclw. a.

The methocl of plocedule r,vas first to acljust the telescope of the
spectlometer. fol light âs Ìteat' the ultla-r,iolet as it rvas possible to
nrake an obselvation. 'rhis rvas of \r.ave length .460p. .I.ire plane
of the 1:ola.iser rvas acljusted to rnake an angle of 35" ivith tlie plane
of the anall.ss¡. This gave to the right as viervecl in thc eye-piece a
luminositl' eqrial to the ir-r'rinosity of the spectrnrn ¡vlre.e ttre ught
wa\res $'e|e .414/-¿-the plincipal sections of the nicols then being
parallel. 'lhis lattel luminosity rvas tahen as the stanclalcl of br.ight_
ness since all portions ol¡selvecl rvei'e fiist reclucecl to tliis luminosity.
-aftel the ma,nnel of fo.mel obselvations the light as viervecl in
the eye-piece l'as allorvecÌ to act upon tìre letina, the polalisel lotatecl
and the angle afbel .otation notecl. This angle rvas clenoted by a.
If p clenote the initial angle (B5o) between the planes of the nicols,
then since ø rvas talçen to denote the angle betlveen the planes af,oel

'otation, (cos'a-cos'p) l'ill be propoltional to the arnoturt of light
by wliiclr the initial iritensiúi' was i¡-tc¡.ectserl to effect a noticeal¡le
clrange in the'sensation. 'l'his cnnott¡tt or' tigttt (cos2a- cosill), toitt
be a, J\'cr'ctiott' of th,e totctl intctzsity ctt tlte,¡toint co¡zsiclerecl. Bui; since the
luminositv of each palt t'as leduced to that of the stanc{ai.cl, it is
leasonable to expect that, at those points rvhele the spectmm is
blightel ancl thei'efo'e rnole intense, a srnallel poi.tion oi tlru totol
intensity will be 

'ecluilecl 
to p.ocluce a 

'oticeable 
cha'ge in tþe se'-

sation thair lvill be lequilecl r.hele the total brigÌrtness is much iess.
That is: tìre brighter the spectrum at trre point of obselvation the
smallei' the fi'action of total intensity necessaly to effect a noticeable
change in the sensation. Hence ï¡e lray sa)¡ that the luminosity of
each palt of the spectlnm is invelsely pr.'opottional to the poltion of
total intensity i'equi'ed to effect a noticeable change in tìre sensation-
the sensation in each case being tire result of a ligirt stimuius varyiirg
only in rvave length. Tirelefole, plotting the leciplocals of the various
val'es of (cos2ø-cos2B) as functions of trre co'r'esponcling w-ave
iengths a lumi'osity cru've fol the spectrum should be obtairrecl- This
is sirown in Fig. 3.

rn the above case the recil:r'ocals of the various po'tions of total
Iight aclcled cannot represent sensibility because in one lnstance \ye may
take the 

'eciprocai 
of a la'ge quantity of right at low inte'sity anä
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Figule 3

in anothel the Ìecip|ocal of a small quantity at high intensit.v. ¡\ncl

while the lecipt'ocals cliffel vastly in value the actnal illuminating
power of the trvo quantities may be indentical. In the one the incre-

ment of ligÌrt rvas aclclecl at lorv intensity and therefore lllol'e of it was

requiÌecl; in the otheÌ it rvas addecl at high intensity and less of it rvas

l
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fequit.ecl. FIe[ce befo|e calculating I'eciillocals f oI the pulpose of

shår,ing sensibility, the I'at'iotts inclerlents of liglit l'eie fi|st recluced

to a common staDclar.cl of intensity. This $'as the intensity of the

stanclar.cl. of bi.ightiress, \,i2., the intensity of light of I'ave iength
-. 

nl+' u. obser.Lcl in the e),e-piece n'liile the p.i.cipal sections of the

nicols ¡'er.e par'¿llel.

tr,Iethocl oJ' ßeclucitl'g to u, Conlttlol.l' Stu,n'darcl oJ' Itúetl'sity.

\\,-c mâ,y assunle that the luminositS' of any poltion of the spec-

t|run is p|opot.tional to its intensity. But the luminosity is invelsely

f,'opo.tiåtu,i to the f'action of total intensity, at the point consiclered'

it ^i 
o,itt give a lr.rrninosity equaÌ to the luminositl' o¡ ,tt. standaÌd of

b'ightncssl But this fr,action of total intensity is propo.tional to the

,,rår" of the cosine of tlie angle betwcen the pr.inciPal sections 
_of 

the

nicols-the light going th'o'gli giving a lumi'osity eq'al to the lurnin-

osity of o.r,' ãtonrto.J of b'ightness' That is: the luminosity of any

portion of the spect|urn is inìelseÌy pr.opo|tional to the squale of the

äorirr. of the angle betrveen the p'incipal sections of the .icols rvhen

t hc light going tiu'or-igh fi'orn that poÌtion gives a luminosity eclual to

that oJ thã stancla'cl. 'fhelefo.e, taliing the luminosity of the stancla'd

o, .,.rrity, the lurnilosity of the spectrum at any point consiclerecÌ in
,uerrns oÌ this stanclarcl is given ìry 1/ cos']B rvhele p is the angle betrveen

the pr.incipal sectio's oi the 
'icols 

rvhen just sufficient of the light

.orrrid.r..ri is going thr.ough to give a lurninosity cqr'ral to the i.rni*-

osity to ttre 
-stanìarcl. And since intensity is assutnec1 pl'opor'-

tional to luminosity, the intensity of ligìrt at any point in the

,p".ir..rr,' i' te.ms of'tlie inte'sity åf the stanc1ar¿ is given by 1/Cos'p'

'\gain, a denotes tlie angle betrveerr tlre pr.incipal sections. of tlre -

nicols aftel the r.otation aiïeacly explainecl' 'Ihet'efot'e, the f|action

of total intensity by wiiich the initial intensity i.e., that Ìept'eseutecl

by Cos'p, t"o. it .t'.urecl to give the least pelceptible changc in the

sãn.ation, may be I'epleseniecl by (Cos'ø-Cos'p) ' 'lhe intensity

of any gírr"n pot'tion of light clepencls upon iis position in tlie spec-

t'tim. ilrerefãr'e, the f'action of totai intensity will ha'e an intensity

clepencling upon the position of tlie point in the spect|tr,rn at I'hich it
'was ucì.1e.1, ì.". a"p."aing llpcn the value of the angle p' But it has

beenslrorvnthattheintensityofliglitfromanyportionofthespec-
trum rnay be expressecl in telms of tlie stanclaÌd of briglitness by

muttidying by 1/Cos.':p. I-Ienceit was- thoughl' that by multiplf ing

iCor'å-CÃ'Éi ¡v 1/Cos'p the .¡a'ious incrcments of light addecl to

pì.oã.,." o plrr.ptit le change in the sensation in each case woulcl be

ãi ..1..ot int.rsiiy i.e., they *,ouicl- have an i'tensity eclual to the in-
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tensity of the light in tìre stanclalcl. 'rhe leciplocals of this ploduct
it was thought rvoulcl .ep.ese't scnsibility. 'I'hc poi.tions of the

spectlurn obser'-¡ecl rvith the coi'rcsponcling clata ancl calcuiations aie
given in Tal¡ie X\¡. 'fhe sensiÌrility in each case rvas piotted as a
function of the cou'esponcli^g *'a'e le'gth as srrorvn i'curve 1,Fig. 4,

bo
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thus shorving sensibility to stight ciiffeÌe[ces in intensity using the

equivalent oi a spectlum of unifolrn ltr'rninosity'

'l'ctble oJ' tlcLta.

In 'Iaì:le X\r, ¡ inclicates the portion of the spectllull lUlolÌ

which obse|r,ations was rnacle. "B'', clenotes the inclination of the

ftun. of the poJ.aÌiseÌ to tire plane of the zl'nalyser" In the colnrnn

iurcler, ,, a,' will be founcl the inciination of the plane of the polalisel

totlreplaneoftlreanalyser'c('terrotci'tion'h'astaken,plct'cc.Cos,Brvili
r,.pr...tt the amount of light going tlu'ough thc nicols .befole tite

Ìotation of the polar.i."r,, un.f Corio the amount of light going tlu'ough

rvhen this t.otation rvas comlrletecl. In the colnmn uncler' "Least

Per'ceptibÌc IncLements,, rvill be founcl tlre r,altre of (Cos,a-Cos,p)

rvhichrvill ÌepÌesent the f|action of total intensity which liacl to be adclecl

to the initiai intensity (cosrp) to effect a change of sensation th¿t r'r'as

just per:ceptible. Tlre ,:e.ip.o.als of those vaLnes plot'r,ecl as a function

är trrì colì.esponcling ,o,ur" length gave thc luminosity cnÌve founcl in

Fig. 3. r\s ãrplainecl above those inclements rve|e Ìeclucecl to light

of înifo.m intensity by cli'icling by Cos'p in each case. The 
'eci'r'o-

cals of these latter. l'e.i,lt. r,vele talien to lepi'esent sensibility ancl l'ill
be founcl uncler. ,,sensibility." uncleÌDi/(I+DÐ rvill be founcl the

value of the least pe'ceptibie inc'ement diviclecl by the total intensitl'

(aftel lotation) 'which was usecl to get ctu've 2, Fig' 4 to dernonstt'ate

I(önig's Law.

II.

Sett'sibil'ity to Racliuttot¡' oJ Varying Intensity'

Àsademonstr'ationoftlresteadyfattingoffofsen3ibilityrvitlr
incleasing intensity and' to show that it is approximately 

. 
invelsely

pr'opor'tio"nal to t]re interrsity ovel a rvicle r'ange, observations lvere

made as follor'vs:
Thesameappar'atrrsasrrseclintlrepr'ececlingr'vasrrsedinthis;

ancl the sâme al'r-angement' First, the telescope of the spectt'o-

mete' lvas acljusted tJt tlgltt of a given lvave le'gth, for: example '420 ¡t

(see Table VII), and rigictly fixecl' 'Ihe nicois I'el'e then clossed so as

ìo excl,.rde all tight trJ* in" eye-piece. The ang'le indica-ted on the

attachecl scale was reaä ancl this reacling was taken to indicate an

irrclinationofg0obetweentlreprincipalsectionsoftlrenicols.The
polariser'wasthenrotatecianclatt]refi'r'stsensationoflightex-
periencecl through the eye-piece, rotation was stopped' The angle

indicatecl on the attacheci scale vas again read. Let o,r clenote this


