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since octorrer L)i6 when por-and. effected. a br ood.ress but sig_
nificant revolt against Stalinism and. soviet d.o¡rination, there has been

a grorring interest in the subjecì; of Polish conrmrinism. The large n1¡¡nber

of books dearing i'¡ith this i;opÍc r,¡hich have recently appearecL are evid.ence

of the vj-d-e search for an wtders'uand.ing of those social- and. poli-t ical
forces r'¡hich led. i;o the potish uprising of L))6. unfor-r,unately, because

of the lack of re-Liable soul:ces, i-r, has not ah+ays been easy ì;o d"eier_

¡nine the exact nature of these forces.

It is my hope 'bhat a stud.y of Polish Co¡munis-b id.eology betveen

the years L947 t'o LlJ6 *e"y, in soÍre \,ray, contribute to the proper und.er_

si;anding of one of the most important events of ,che post-liar era. Tr:is

thesis, therefore, is no-t simpry an exercise in philosophical thou.ght

but represents an a-btempl; to ihrorr light on political events by e:rarnining

their ideorogical moiivai;ions.

' This is a s'cudy of official Corn¡nrnj-st-i,heory in potand- but, for
obvious reasons, r have d.evoted space to irnofficiat pronouncements and_

¡,r¡-i r¡-i næ^ ,1.'- i .^-r/r'rur-il.8s crurlng the treriod. of i;he ur-uhal.rt'and. afi;er. The thesis is based"

almost exclusivery on primary sources. The mos-r, ialporr,anr among these

has been -i,he Polish Unj-ted. J{orkerse (Conmrrrrist) par-byrs iheore,cical

organ, lüowe Drogi (trTer'r noad"s). This period.ical has provjded, a i+ealth of
material- and has served- as the basis for the i;hesis " r have also relied.
heavily upon ì:r'ro Polish l-iterary journals, l\ov¡a Fru-l-tura (tiier,i Cultu-re) and.

Przeg]-ad- äul-turarr:y (cr:-tturat Revier,r) . Both these pubr ications \^rere
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particul-arly valuable as sources of inforr¡ation for the posi,_S-ualinist,

period-' During that time they ex'Ïribited a d-egree of ind.epend-ence tha,c

ì s rar-cl rz 'i'nrrnr-l q7n^irñ ônmnr¡¡-i ^+õ vv¡¡uu¡alo , 1lu_bli cati ons "

jiiy gra'ùitude to Dr. c. R. Iliscocks goes beyond. i:he l-imiis of
i;his i;hesis but, T ant ind.ebted. to him for the guid-ance, id.eas, and- val-¿able

cz"iticj"srnswhich he so generou-sly þrovided. during its -preparation. perhaps

even more so, f arn grateful- t'o Professor Hiscocks for his i;rust and. encou::-

agement and- for i;he insplz'aiioi: i.rhich he aroused. in me. r/hatever rneriis

this thesis may have nrust be a'¿tribubed. i;o hìs ad-vice and assistance.

f ttish also io express my eppreciation to Professor I. Avakum-

ovic for u-sefui- su-ggestions and. for a pos'c-graduate seurinar in
Tn-r,ernaiional Co¡r¡.m¿rrism r,¡hich provicled the opportunity io viei.¡ -uhe sub,ìect

of this thesis in the pers-peciive of its targer setting.

lv$' ttrranlis also -r,o l"{iss Kaihleen Codd.ìi'}g'r,orr¡ d.eputy chief librasian
at the uiniversity of l',Íanitoba, for her pai;ience and. herp .,,¡i-th sources.

Brian i'rnapheis,
l,firuripeg,

- ^ a-;!prl-r, JgbJ.
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ABSTRACT

0f the ti,i.A. Thesis

DEVtrLOP}MIIT OF COI,,II,IIJ}ITST THOUGTII IÌiI POIAI\ID

JAi'ÍUARY L9I+7 to OCTOBER 1956

Hfr H_41 qn l(nrñhõi ^!J !rrq¡r lu¿qgltçfù

Comrnunism in Poland. evolved. out of -'che socialjst movetrlents

of the early lÇ-r,h century. Froil the outset, potish cor¡unmism r,¡as

charac-r,erized by tl¡o d-isti-nct id.eorogical tendencies, l-he first"
mos"b forcibly espoused. by Rosa Lri<ernburg, ad.hered. to classicar

Ìtíarxism i.¡ith its accompenying d_octrinai re in-,r,ernaiionalism" ilhe

second. id.eorogical i+ing r,¡as intensely patriotic and_ regarcLed. the

national I ibera,tion of Poland as a precondition for a sociaL rer¡olu_

tion' This id-eologÍcal split in the Polish õorununist movement e>listed.

until- 1pr8 r'rhen the commu¡ist party of poland. r+as found.ed_ upon Li.uem-

hlrz.ri qÈ nr-i n¡-i nlvuf 6!Ðu ¡*ruur¡.*ês. Dr.iring The in'cer-i.rar. periocl, hor.revez', the party

I¡aS no'ú ah,rays su-ccessful in kee¡ins nationa.ljqr4 ou-r, of it,s fanl<s

and- this r'ras probabry the reason for its dissol_ution by stalin in rpl8.
It reappeared- in 1942 unc.er the narne of the PolÍsh Workerst partv fppn)

and played a part in the national resj-stance movement. The ppRrs main

goars, hor'rever, 1,¡ere to prepare for i:he talçe-ovez: of poland after i;he

\Iar " This it i.¡as abl e '¿o cLo through a cornbination of terrorisi
ac'civities against all opposition and. falsificati.on of e.l-ections. Thus.

in January L9\7, Commu:tism r,¡as triumphant in polancl.
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Und.er. '-Jro øriÄqnna ^r tr¡ladyslar.¡ Gomul-lta, polish Corununist

i-d.eology be-r,r.Ieen Il4J and fate 191+8 r,¡as extrernel¡r j_sr¡¿tionist d.ue to
its nationalism. GomuJka, head. of the ppR, insisted on a "polish road_

io sociali sm" and. claimed that there r,¡ere distinc-b hÍsto::ical and.

trad'itional differences be¿r,I.¡een Potand and i;he USSR vhich preclud.ed. an

identical evolution tor.rard. Communism by ,,,he tr¡o cor.rntries. GomuJ-lça

believed- that 1r{arxism-Leninism had. to be ad-justed to i;he specific con-

Å r' l- i ^á ^ *-^-.^ -' r -'urLrurts prevarrlng in Poland. Thj-s meant, for ins'canee, that col-lectiviza-
ti on coul-d. no'c be effected as rapidly as iì; r¿as in the Soviet Union d_urinE

the 1ÇJ0?s. The Polish l-eaderts insistence upon a differeni; r'oad. to
sociarism betrayed- a d.eep patriotism in his thin_kins and this r.re,s ¿fse

evid-ent in his 
"u*p"i-Ëntfå?""r"?o""gu" betr.¡een the ppR and the pot ish

Snniqlic* Dq- l-.'e rq! vJ.

The expulsion of YugosLavia fron the Cominform in June lp48

initiated a I'trave of purges throughout the Commlurist r^¡orld., i-ncl ud_ing

Poland.. Gotlrul-lça i^/as accused of "naiionalist ôevia,¡ionismt' in Septernber

IpLE and- d.ropped from'¿he partyts hierarchy. rn Decembez, of ihe same

year the PPR merged- i.¡ith üre socialisi;s crea-t ing the polish united-

i'lorkerstParty (pt¡,lp). The nelr p,artyrs id-eorogicar plai;form signarred
*]¡a'Ìra-iønin^: ^+ ^ . ^.= ^-^^^r^ r-^ ñ-ì. 1urrc ucðrr1rlrlB ur'4. neT/tr epoch in Polish Comnuníst'bhough'c. The platform

l+as extrernely orthod,ox and. dispellecl any notions of a specificatly
Polish d.evelopment toward socialism" It negated. al-l of Gomul-ka¡s viel¡s

and- adopted an id.eological foundaiion aLrnost id.eniical- to thai; of Soviei;

communism. This d-octrinaire approach l¡as pariicularry rigict on the

subject of the national economy and. agriculture.
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ln L95o -r,he PIJlip reached. an agreement r.¡iih the church in
Poland- withouì; coinpromising its id.eological attitud.e toi,¡ard" relision.
f'u recognized. the Pope as supreme in matters of ttfaith and. ecclesiastic
jurisdictionu' bu-L subservieni; to the siate in all other matters. Apart,

frnm roi*a-¡al-i-z its doøm¡.f,ie inte'rr¡ret¿.tions of onnnnmin h?^ñ7ôêc *lra¿vu uvt)lqurv ¡¡¿velt/rvt./gurv¡rÐ vJ gL;UIl,UlllJ(: pl'OgfÇ--J

partyts tlieorists also adopted the Stalinist concept of a national con-

stitution" The partyrs Secretary-General, Boleslai"¡ Bierut, viei.red. the

constitution, ad.opted in L952, as a doeument r+hose purpose it rvas merely

to embod.y the sociatist achievements of the past an¿ not ¡,o serve as a

forrnul-aior of the fu-ture. Be'rr,¡een LlJo anô" L)Ji, potish comnwrist

thought paid. increasing attention to the concept of "socialisi realismil

as ihe found,ation of Polish eul-ture and. li'cerature. Accordine to this
concept, Polish artistic end"eavours were to be carried. out in the

service of socialism and. trere to d"epict iis revolutionary character.

Stalinrs d"eath and the subsequent reorganizatíon of the polish

security police ushered- in a ner,¡ atmosphere in poland.. The yorr.-t h an¿

the intelleetuals began to criticize the Stalinist, period. and. to attack

some flxrd.amental tenets of Pol:'-sh Communism. An exam'pl-e of this revolt
vas the publication of the rrpoem for Ad.ul_ts" by the poet Adarn l,trazyk.

Unable to con-r,rol the grot'ring opposition rn the country, the pUvlp agreed

to certain ideologicar concessions but i;his did_ not stem the i;ide of

criticism.

Follo"ring the 20-th Congress of the Soviet Communist party, the

Polish conirnnists joined. in the attacl< u-pon the o'persona.Iity cu-l-tr'. But

at the same time there began io be a r+id.er clu.estioning of basic
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theoreticar assumptions. This very quickJ-y led. -uo the ad.op-t Íon of an

id-eology tha-b represented. a marked- departrire from Stalinism but far
short of a return to Gomurkaism" During this t-z.ansfomlation, there

began -uo evorve tiuo faci;ions liithin üre party: one, led by Zenon Nor+ak

and- lvlarshal Rohossowski, believed, in a rigicl adirerence to Stalinist
nrine.inles ¡nð ,1ecrie¿ al-l d-eviatjnns fr^om i*.. supporbecl by
rJr!¡ru¿'L,!çÈ @rlu decried. alr d-evi*vrvlfÐ ¿rvur rur the other, helêÈa8 a

èeÊiaÈÈe ncajority, proposed greater flexibility in the interpretation

of iviarxism-Leninism and. paid more attention to '¿he specific cond.itions

of Poland.. l{ot even ihis lat-ter group, holrever, iras able io p}acate

the d.emands of the populace and i;he situat-ion in Poland. soon becanne

revolutionary. At this time the pariy ful-tïrehabilitated. Gomulka and_

r^¡as al¡out to oust the stal-inists r,¡hen a soviet d.eregation, red. by

lúrrr-¿shchev, arrived in trdarsai.¡. Soviet arrmed. interven',,ion r,¡as evaded .

hol+ever, and Poland. r+as able to effeci; a btoodless revolt rind.er the

leadership of Gomulka"

Upon assuming t'his lead.ership, Gomulka d-Ívrrlged his id.eological

vier¿s and. pronr-lsed" to clean the party of aII Stalinist inclinations. His

id.eas llere generalty a return to ihose he expou:l.d.ed. r^¡hile in por+er befor"e

L)4) anð. they once more laid. stress on the need. for a t'polish road- to

socialism". Thus the reB,ppearance of Gomul-ka marlçed. the resurrection of

Polish trnational Commi:"nismtn.

Corrmr:nist thought in pol_and. may be v:Ler,¡ed as

of "d-eviationi-sm" in the Conrmrnist world_, It is also

natiohal-istic problem rqhich cor:¡aunism everxnrhere faces

n c'l neqi n ava¡¡n] oe vÁquprv ç^q¡11!¿Ç

s¡nnptomatic of the

ancl has noi yet



vii

been abre to resorve. since id.eorogy is so much a part of the

Cornmunì st concept of poi+er, the Soviet Union has recognized, the need-

for a monopolistic interpretation of l"larxÍsm-Leninism. But because

nationalism has been so consi stently a part of its id.eo't ogy, polish

Comrnwrism has threatened the Soviet Unionts exclusive eontrot over

Mtarxism-Leninism"
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INTRODUCIION

TIIE ROOTS OF POLTSH CO}ß{UNIST THOUGHT

The outstand.ing characteristic of Polish Co¡anwrist thought has

been its nationalism. However true to the tenets of Marxism, however

cognizant of the universa.l- nature of their movement, pofish cornoi:n-ists

have not been able to rid themselves of the tendency to id.entify their
id'eology with nationarism. rf anybhi-ng this has given polish corrmunÍsm

a wid.er nass appear; but Ít has arso, quite naturally, compricated its
tasks and' con-fused. its goals. rt has not been easy to reconcil-e nation-
alism with what purports to be an internationar movement; it has not been

easy to si¡bstitute u'Poh-shtt for "proletarian" as the most popr.ilar ad.jective
in Conmunist jargon.

Neverbheless, the nationari"ti" 3*3ffiå*"å%- por-ish coumwrism

is not surprising in the right of Polish history. The poles have been

ard'ent pa'triots since they faced their first record.ed. bord.er incid.ent a

mirlenium ago.l From that d.ay histoq/ was to be und.r.ily harsh with poland.,

and' her peopre ca,¡ne to suffer their share of abuse at the hand.s of foreign
po$rers using the country as a brid.ge between the two worlds of Eastern and

western Europe" Too often, from the time of the Teutonic I{nights to
Hitler, Po1and. was regard.ed as a pieee of intrud.ing territory to be walked

acroËs in search of greater riches.

That the Poles have nanaged. to survive as a nation i.s a testiment
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to their r¡nbor.¡nd.ed heroism and. d.etermina,tlon ln the f,ace of monstrous,

r:r¡f,avorable odcls. Thls nationa,l äeterntn¿tfon, fn f,acto has e>rhibited

ltself onSy 5.n tJnes of great crfsl.s, Ðurlng trerf.ods of relative
tra,nqullfty t'be PoLes have elffered from a serj.or.¡s lsek of cir¡:ic res-

ponøåbiJ.fty" rn ttmes of ¡rerfr they have stood. unj.ted to a rrren.

That wity løas ebsoluteJ-y esaentÍaL for survlval" Frontier

etnrgg:les aside, there x,ra6 a æriod of sæe 12o years in poLandrs

hfstory when the eountry låteralJ.y dÍd not exÍst. But not even thj.s

prolonged attempt between 1795 and i.9].l+ by the then three Greet ponrers,

Russia, h"eesla, and. Atrstrfa, to end. the cor.mtrryrs rffe in any vrey

êini"alshed its Polfsh identlty" It onay servecl to uphoJ-d what was then

beconri:rg a widely recognlzed obserrrat*on--that poJ.f.tiee1 ete,tehood wa6 &

much less potent foree the"n Ðs,ttoleeL coaseÍous¡¡ess,

Potish netlonå-Ifsm, then, grew out of the tregåe historry of

the countrry' The greater the threat to the natfon, tbe stronger iøas tbe

Sm,triotf.sm of the ¡reople. Ehe vast and. rj.ch lj-tereture of poLand.

refLected how very mueh a 1 rb of' na,tional }i.fe, the strrrggle for sr¡nrlnaL

hed' becoBe. Often 1t menlfested ftsel"f 1n ronantie, mystlca]. tems that

cou.lcl find. Justlfieation only in lyrie poetsv. Anct poLlsb poetry anct

ltteratt¡re does slng of t'hls heroåe strr.aggle; lt glorles in urhat ca,n only

be eail.ed. the smetir',e foolhard¡r aetfons of Poles fn the face of, insur-

mo¡¡¡rtabLe obstacles' t'It now turns outrtt ha wrotæ, for fnetanee, orÌe pol"fsh

ar¡thor lw L$22n "that the Sro].f.ey of craft trrylns to outçr1t the foe wag a
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false course, while that of struggle against hopeless od.ds rn¡as perfect.r'2

Romantic, foorish, unrealistic--though it has been all these things,

Polish natÍonatism has yet managed to vindicate one of its celebrated.

d-ictr¡ns: "To be d.efeated. but unconquered, that is a victory."3

Polish Conmrrnism inherited. this very nationalism and. moreo

It embraced- Polandts Inlestern outlook, her ties with the civilization of
Rome, and. her richly d.everoped. curture. rn spite of her geographical

position--between truo l¡orld.s whose only access to each other is across

her prostrate land.--Poland. has never seriously been a ¡nrt of the East

Eurotrean orbit. Ethnically, she is nature,lly identified with that region

since East Europe is usr:ally consid.ered. the cre,dle of the Slavic wor1d.,

t^¡hile lüester:r Europe is looked. upon as a cornrnxrity of LatÍn and. Genmanic

nations. But that is the extent of her ties ¡^rith the East; alt others

are with the l¡lestern world.. rn this context, religion, perhaps, has been
rq'rit@n

the nost influentiar factor. porand.rs¡history, in faet, d.oes not begin

untÍI her Christianization.si..e@e-no-ppÈop_s@eagês_epe_Èe_exÈsèeeøee . How-

ever d.istant Rome riay have been, it was never too far away to bring its
inmense influence to bear upon the Polish nation. The fact that pol-and

adopted- the Latin alphabet r"¡as in itself sufficient to assure her of
contact i^¡ith lteste-¡vr id.eas. rt is not surprising, therefore, that the

writings of such men as locke and Rousseau. were wid.ely read-, and. more

wid.ely admired- " in Poland.ewhile they remained. rel-atively unlcnown for some

tine to her eastern neighbor, Russia. The polish intel-ligentsia, refined
by any standards, was not only in eontact rtrith but also creatively a part



4.

of the l,{estern trad.ition. This, combined with her religious ties, assured

that Pol-and r.¡ourd. always remai-n a part of vlestern, not Eastern, Europe.

The Cor¡nunists in Poland. in-herited. the countryts nationalism

with its accompanying western liberat traditions partry because they

were themselves a prod.uct of it and. partly because they had- no other choice.

But the ensuing struggle betrr¡een nationalism and. internationalism, betv¡een

lrlestern ethics and. Coruntrnist political e>çed.iency, v¡as not to be easily

resolved. by the Polish Co¡oliunist movement. It was to be a strrrggle sinrilar
to the one which for many years pragued. the polish socialists"

Socialism in Poland. grer,r out of the unsuccessful insurrection

against Russia in IB3O-3I rvhen groups of ern-igres for:¡ed. rad.ical movements

as a means of combatting repression of their native land.. Among the first
of these was the Democratic Society, strongly influenced. by French utopian

socialism, and. the bel-ief in an agrarian revolution. This latter tenet

apparently gained. for them the support of Marx and. Engers for in the

Comnwrist l4anifesto the two had. written: t'The Co"'munists fight for the

attainment of the imned"iate aims ".. rn poland they support the party

that insists on

emancipation ..,

an

rt4

agrarian revolution as the prime cond.i-tion for r:ational

Marx and. Engels in fact mad.e m.¡merous statements in
support of the restoration of a free Potisb state and. this increased-

ironensely the appeal- of socialism to the Poles. But the patriotic and.
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agrElrian demand.s of the socialists were often narred by nystical over-

tones r,¡hÍch prevented. a eLear expression of their id.eas.

A more rtscientificltapproach to socialism, however, began to
evolve as large-scale industry d.eveloped in the Russian part of po1and.,

lmown as congress Pol-and, Ín which líved. nine of the eountryrs l) nirlion
Pol-es. FoJ-lowing the insumection of J.B63-64, the Russians placed. more

emphasis on economic grorrbh and. by ttle end. of the lpth Century ind.ustrial
progresÊ in the region reached. a high stage of d.everopnent. Lodz, onee a

sual-l- town, beca,:ne a thriving industrial center, a t'polj-sh Manchesterr',

As ni-nes, for,md.ries, and. factories increased. stead.ily, tbe ind.ustriar
proleta,riat grew prop,ortionately r,¡ntil in fBgT the r¿¡orkers r,¡ith their
fa¡niLies numbered. over a nill-ion.5 thi" ind.ustrial *revolutionot, hor^rever,

brought with it the co¡mon il-rs of alJ- such movements: low wages, poor

working cond.itions and. equally prinitive hygienic precautions.

But the id.eas of Marx, Engels, and t*re ronantic Ferd.inand.

Lassalle, concu.rrently took finner root in Polish soil" The increasing

social injustices accompanying the new capitalism r^¡orsened. rxrtil the workers

finally broke from their politically p,assive stupor a*nd. began embr.acing to
some d-egree the d.octrines of these men" In 1BB2 vas forred. the Froletariat,
the first teracious socialist party which emphasÍzed. the need. for eeonomic

justice. But alnost from the start, the party was sprit into tr¡ro factÍons:
the original, cosmopolitan group r¡hieh gave priority to economic problems,

and- a second. which insisted. on an anaLganalion of socj-alism r,¡ith nationali.sm

and' called' for a u.ore p,trÍotic app,eal' flhe first branch, however, renained.
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ada.mant and. its terrorist actions soon mad.e it notorious to the point
of alaraing the Russian goverrrnent. The Proletariatts revorutionary aims

were crearry enunciated. by its read.er Ludr¡¡ik I,larynski:
utour aim has been to beget a workerrs movement and. to organizea workers I party in poland. ... }le have organized. the working classin its fight against the present ord.er. lle have not organized. arevolution, but we have organized for a revolu.tion. We knornr that theever moullting social antagonism anffihe ever spread.ing wowrd.s ín thesoci-al organ-Lsm will inevitably l-ead. to cataclysm ... It is preciselyfor that reasoll that we consid.er it our d.uty tô prepare the workers forthe revolutíon, to nake their rise a conscious one, tempered. an¿ d.is-ciplined by.organization, and. to give them a crear p"og * of end.s

and. means. tto

rn spite of this obvious d.etermir¡ation, the party was seriously crippled. by

the ensuing arrests and., failing to attract the broad" nasses of the workers,

it gradr.nlly subsided .

fhe socialist movement J.ay d-onnant for almost a d.ecad.e until IB92

when the remnants of its nationa,list wing gathered. to form the polish

Socialist Farty (pm). Predging Ítself to fight a]-]. econonic exploitation,
the party also placed. great stress on a free and. Índ.ependent polan¿ as a
precond'ition for the social-ist state. This renewed. emphasis on nationalism
soon created" a schism in the party and. it i^ras soon fol].or.red. by an outright
split. The resrrlt was the fortation of a second. 5x,lrby, called. the Social
Democracy of the Kingd.om of Poland. and. which l-ater irrited. with a sinil-ar
group in Lithuania and. came to be knom as the sDKpü.T The ensuing

rivarry between the t¡,¡o parties, the one deeply patriotic, the other,

faithful-Ly d-evoted to the creed. of Marx and Engets, became the outstanding

characteristic of the polish socialist movement"

The main protagonist in this stri.ggre was to be Rosa Lurce¡rburg,
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a highly gifted- intellectual who had. ehar¡eeled a]-l her energies into
ard.ent revol-utionary movements. und.er her tead.ership, the sKDp¿L

pronptly rejected. the concept of natior¡al ind.epend.ence and. gave all
its attention to the international interests of the workers. Lr.uenburg

consid'esEd. a social revoluti-on as the only salvation for poland. and. Íts
proletariat. This Line of reasoning not only was contrary to the policy
of I'lanr and. Engels, but j.t soon got her into a prolonged. fight r,¡ith Lenin"

The Luxenburg-r,enÍn eontroversy, however, involved. tin¡o other issues " sen-

sing the absolute hold. l¡híeh lerrln had. over the Bolsheü:iks, Lr:xemburg

attacked. hi.s eoncept of the pa,rby, that is, that of a small elite acting
as the vanguard. of the working class' she further stressed. the importance

of the proletarians and. their need. to become frriJ-y a'¡Íare of themserves as

a class and- as the most progressive element in society, Lenin pronptly
unleashed. a ful]- attack on t'Luxemburgismrr c1a.,.rning it i.ras heretical on

three poi.nts. First, it deníed. the true roJ.e of the party Ín the revolu-
tionary class strr-rggle thus wrd.errrining the political effectiveness of
the proletariat. Second.ly, Len:in aecused Lu:<emburg of und.erestinating the

rore of the peasants, parbicularry poor and. uid.d.J.e-c].ass far-¡rers, as allies
of the u:rban workers. re,stry, renin clai¡:ed. Ltxemburg_ had. not given proper

emphasis to the stzriggle for national- ernancipation and. had overlooked. its
usefulness as ari. appeal to the revoluti.orra,ry fervor of the &asses o

This protraeted., somewhat bitter controversy between Luxemburg

and' Lenin during the fírst years of the 2Oth Centr.ry in a way reflected
the very åifferenees which separated. Poland-¡s two socialist parties, The

Pffi, tmresponsive to d'octrinaire Mancism, looked. fornrard. to a revolution as
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injustices it r,¡ould set aright" rhe sDKpÍL, on the other hand., viewed.

the impend.ing revolution in exclusively socj.al terøs.

The outbreak of the 1905 Revorution in st" petersburg had a

d.r"amatic effect on the poles. But asid.e from e>lpressions of sy:r.¡nthy

and. ninor d-emonst::atlons Ín l,üarsaw and- Lod.z, nothing on the sa¡ae scal-e

oec¡'med in Poland.. StiIL, sensÍ.ng the r¡atior¡al ur:resto Czar Nicholas

íssued- a Constitutional lr¡la^rrifesto v¡hich pronised. the poles a bill of

rights and a legislative assembly, provisions 'rvhieh, though far short of
national ind.epend.ence, neverbheless appeased. a wid.e segrnent of the

Polish popuLa,tion. It also rnarked. the beginning of a temporary socialÍst
decline" The PFS rnembershlp split, one faction, J.ed by Josef pilsudski,

renaining faÍthfirt to its nationalistic tenets, the other urging a gradual,

evolutione,rxr approach and. a tru,rbial r:approchernent with the Russian

autlrorities" In a period. of a few years, the whole movernent, includ.Íng

the SDKP1L, was ír"revoca,bly aton:ized. and. Polish socialists, lacking both

unity and. grrid.ance, sank into a seven-year treriod. of d.eterioration.

f'he eoming of the tr::laæ re,y have saved it from a i{orse fate. The

inttrend-ing economic and. political erisós in the corx¡try once agaln inspi.red.

the workers to revolutionary goaIs. But it d.id little to unify the

Socialists" The national and. international factions reappeared. again"

The sDI{Pi3,, for instance, took the following urrequivocal stand.:

"The d.evelopment of the rvar has proved. that the epoch of national
states is over u n o The Polish proletariat has never rnad.e natÍonal
ind.epend.ence one of its aimso The proletariat has sorrght to d.estroy
not the exÍsting state boundaries but the eharacter of the state as an
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organ of elass and. national oppression. In the face of the e>qgerience
of the war, the advancement of the slogan of ind.ependence as a means
of struggle against national oppression r,¡or:l-d. not only be a haruful
utopia, but wor.¡l-d. constitute also a repud.iation of the baslc principles
of social-ism. o o. The proletariat of poland. wiLL fight neither for
the urdfica,tion of Poland. .. o nor for ind.epend.ence . o o Tbe polish
workers will struggle, in solid.arity with the internatÍonal proletariat,
for a soci.al revolutj-on, wþich is the on-ly possible solutj-on of social
and. of national þrob1ems."e

To tliis Lenin vehemently answered. that the Polish proletariat must seek

nothing less than freed.om, ind.epend.ence, and. sel-f-d.eterrnj.nation. T\¿o years

later, his Bolsheviks Ín power in st. petersbr.rg, r,enin r:r:hesitatingly

decid.ed- to give the Poles their freedom.

Mear¡v¡hile, with r,¡ar d.rawÍng to an end. aad. r¿ith politieal freed.om

imlnent, the Poles were engrrlfed. in the d.ifficult task of organiz1ng a

government. The socialists--the SDKFiL and. the left wing of the pps--

wtable to attract the supporb of the nasses, were utlsuccessfua in gain:ing

po\^Ier and. were left out of the national governnent. Never.bheless, their
spirits unda.r:rrted. and sensíng that t¡"lftli#tyet dupticate Russiars exa,mple

by overthrowing the relatively weak bourgeois goverruænt, the SDIG¡L and.

the PPS-Left d.ecided on Decenber 11, 1918 to urÉte as the one worklng-class

trnrty" fhus was born the Comrxrist parby of poland (Cpf) "9

"In the epoch of interrratioaal social revolutionrtt saÍd. the new
partyts platforu., ttthe Potish proletariat rejects every political
solutj.on that is to be connected. with the evolutÍon of a capitalistic "^trorld., solutions J.Íke autonoxqy, independ.ence, and. self-d.eteruinÐ,tion."¿u

It would. appear then that Poland.ts Cor,munists had. e¡rbraced. the o].d. Lr:xemburg-

ist line. rt rernains only to see how far, in the conlng d.ecaùes, the

Cornnmists actua].ly adhered to this poliey.

ït took onJ.y sone four years before serious nationalistic
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urd.ercu.rrent,s begen to exert pressure upon the Com¡:unisis. ftre fi.rst
such infruence eane in the fozm of a book of essays ;oublished. in $24
by a young coramunist r^¡riter, Ju-liusz Brun, rnteroretj_nø the treiober

lprJ Bolshevili Revorui;ion as a t'Russian, na-t,ionar revorutj-on", Brun

ad-ded- ihat '¡hat l¡ê,s flÊeded. in Poland, i.¡as a nat-ì ve upheaval, s.Lr.ongly

sugges-ting that i-L need. no'i; foll-or,¡ strictly Bolshevik lines, bu-u mus-c,

'in faet¡ tahe i.ni;c accou:rt 'che rnique polish sii,uai;ion" These -id.eas

hao- o'ly a mod-erate infruence upon '¿he cpp ini,ciaj ly, bu-L they '¿sys i.
l:eappea.r in one f orur or ano-bhe¡' in i;he years to come 

"

jrlsrTsr"tþstess, tor.lard- the end_ of the lp2ors and. afterr,¡ard. ii;
was gei'i;ing more d.j-ffieul--r; i;o speak in naiionalistic tones. jis S-baril:

consolidated. his nor^rr.l^ ¡nê iho Soviet Union ente::ec1 the period. of
u'soeial-ism in one counr)::y", ,che conulmist rnter"national (con:-intern) ,

of which -¡,he CPP 1r8.s â meriber, beeame ever more rigid. in its id.eoloeical

d-emand-s on the Cominu:rist par-bies. lvlore and. rnore, the Co¡cintern came.¡;o

ro'flonf. -{:iro r.rc-zg anCL itantS Of the Sow.io-. r-rar.j-._,¡ ru urru ttey$ c11'ì'Çl I'¡anES 01- 1"1,- pvv!Çu .par. u,v rJllf,jJ- aII oi,her" Commp:tj-s-r,s,

includ.ing -,,he Poles, were negleeiecl and. i;heir problerns sid.etracked,. Tn

ad-dition, for the Polish Co:runu-Íris-r,s tl:e¡rselves, the i.¡ict-e na-bional popular*

i-r,y of Pilsu-d.slci, irho haci come to poi.ier by a cou_p d-letat in L,p6, ¡rade the

road- ì;o po\,rer inmenset l,¡ d.ifficu_l_r.

The rise of Hitrer in Gerrnany in l-pll, prov:i.d.ed. the porish

Conrrunists i'¡ii;h an oploriunity fo:: a r.¡ic1er nationa,l appeal " Tu_::ned. d.olrn

by Piisud.sk:l- and othe:: sociar d-ernocra,oic grou-ps r.ihen they sugges,ced. a

u:rited- front agains-,, ihe ttfascisi; threat", ihe cornmrmists began issuing
patrioÌ;ie siogans of -r"heir o\,rn, Tn l)JJ a party prenum sesolui:ion read..
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in trnrt, as follows:

'\de, the Comiunists, stud.ents of Lenin and. Stalin, recognize thenight of every nation to self-dete:m:-inatÍon and. national j.nd.epend.ence"
I{e, the comi:¡rists, respect the ind.epend.ence of polan¿ ", " l¡Ie " " o arethe heirs of the best traditions of the Polish peoplefs struggle for
ind.epend.ence and. d.emocracv .,. our p,rty d.efend.s .o. our r¡aiionrs
ind.etrlend.enceo o . utll

rn part at least, such slogans und.oubtedly Ied. in 1938 to the

perpetration of what still rernains to ttris d.ay an unsolved. ïnystery. Some-

tirne in that year--the exact d.ate is not knor¡"n--the Cpp was di.ssolved. and.

a large part of its l-eadership exterminated." lhe order for d.issoLution

had- obviously come from Sta1in but the exact reasons for dismembe:suent are

not at all clear' Nevertheless, Ít is fair to strrecrrlate that Statin,
foreseeing a possi.ble agreement with Hitler, feared. the outcry it xoight

engend'er in trhat he mlst have consid.ered. a unreJ.iable, patriotic polish

Coromist Party'I2 Thus, a victim of natior¡alist inclir:a,tions, the first
phase of Pol-ish Con:mtrnÍsm end.ed."

lthatever Con¡nun:ists remained. in Poland., fowrd. themselves in utter
corrfusion d.uring the perÍod. of the H:itler-Stalin paet, and. simrrltaneously

Polish Comrwr:Lsm suffered. lrreparable d.a,:rage as a result of this d.iabolical

agreement" But as the war with Russia began, the Coronu¡eists qulekly started.

organizing resistance movenents in both the Gennan and. Soviet sectors of

Poland.' It r^¡as in the forter that the Po1ish !,lorkers s party (polska Bartig
Robotnicza-PPR) was ereated Ln r)\2 thus reconstituting a comwrÍst p,rty
in Poland., sensitive to the worxrd.s suffered. by the move¡nent becau,se of tr1re

SovÍet-NazL ¡øet and Russian occupation of Eastern po1and., the pFR toned.

dol¡n its Corunur¡-ist te¡uinology and. relÍed instead. on such phrases as
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t'natior¡al frontt! or trnational unitytt.

Tlreir status, hor+ever, \.ras fr.¡rther aggravated. Ín Aþri1 191+3

when the Idatyn nassacre, in which thousand.s of Po1ish officers were

app,rently mrrd.ered. by the Russians, was revealed-" fhe PPRrs only resort,

like that of the Soviet Union, was to accuse the Gernans of the crime. ft

then proceed.ed. wÍth prep,rations for taking over a post-war poland.. Its

propagand.a constantly harped. on the party¡s ¡ntriotism and. ind.epend.ence

from Moscow, and. emphasized. the role of its "Peop1ets Ar:rqr" in the resis-

tance movement" AIL this nevertheless, met with ]-itt]-e popularity. Non-

Comlmist factions in the country were successful ùn brand.ing the PPR as

a païrn in Soviet hand.s and. d.isered.iting it in the eyes of the poles 
"

Thus rejected., the PPR, urith Moscow¡s d.irection, turned. to

cland.estine, iJlegal means in order to assure itself of power at the end.

of the War" Through a combination of betrayals and nil-itary and. poJ.itical.

tactics which caused. the d.eaths of thoi.¡sands of political-ly active non-

Comu¡rists, the PPR was able to realize that d.rea¡r.

At the end. of the 'vlar Ít enrerged- as one of tlre three strongest

trø,rbies, the other two being the Polish Socialist Party (ppS) and. the

Peasant Party. Stilt rxriversalJ.y rejected by the Polish treopJ.e, the

Co:mu:::ists fol-l-owed. a pattern of ascension to power that r¡las soon to become

urell-lcaown in otåer East ET.rropean corxrtries " The PPR mad.e the jr,mrp in ti+o

quick stages: the first invoLved- beconing a ¡e,rt of the coalition govern-

nrent, assuming control over the important m:inistries--such as that of

Interior l¡hich had. jurisdj-ction over the state police--and" thus acqrriring
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control over the pot^iers of the state. The second stage consisted. of

terrorist and. persecution aetivities against the opp,osition, p.rticrrlarly

the popular Peasant Party headed. by Stanistaw Mikolajczyk. Dr.lring this

tine as weII, the Comnmists proceed.ed. with the vast nationalization of

industry and. began a reorganization of agricrrlture" Thus, by the end of

L9\7, Potish Coruurn-i.sm was trir.mphant.

In spite of its d.epend.ence on Mosco-r+, in spite of its obvious

soviet tles, the PPR was not yet a puppet of the ussR. fhere was still,
not¡¡ithstand.ing, all its Soviet characteristics, something d.ifferent

about the Polish Co¡mnrrnist trnrty. fn a nar¡aer, it \{as vaguely renriniscent

of the d.ifference that had. always characterized. the Polish Comrunist

movernent: its nationalism" The patriotic coat had. been worn in the past

and. now, at the zenith of their porler, the Cor¡rrucrists were loathe to shed.

it. If the id.eology of the trnst had. cl-a.nored. for a utPolÍsh revolutionî',

now in a trnsition of authority, the comr:nists urged. a t,polish way to

socialismro.

tve have chosen our own porish road. of developnent . ". (r,ihieh)
is d.erived. from the character of our Polish social and. political
organism 

-. ' " Poland, can proeeed. and. is proceed.ing arong her om
road..""tt13

These rvord.s, spoken by ifladyslar,r Gomúka on the eve of the Jamnry L)l+,(

election uhich was to rnark the last fonmal step in the Comuruist take-over

of Poland., previewed. the nature of the Cormwrist id.eology that was to be

prevarent in Porand. in the initial d.ays of the new reglme. They also

testified to the fact that the internal contrad"iction of polish Conmurrist
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thought--nationalist aso¡rposed. to interrratior¡alist eoncepts--had. not

yet been resorved one way or another. And. in the person of GomuJJ<a,

Secretary-General of the Fartl¡ this very contrad.ietion i,¡as reflected..

so it renained. for hi-m, ard.ent co¡rounist and. no ress fervent patrÍot,

to reconcil-e these two opposing traits in Polish Comr.xrist thought.
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tr{lad-ysraw GonuJ-ka, as far back as lphh when the ppR was

having d.iffieultÍes in captr.rring a popular foJJowing¡ had already

spoken out against the partyss reticenee to become assocÍated. with
PoJ.isli trntriotism.

u'The fi.md.a,:nental error of the comwr-ists", he wrote in thatyear, 'or^¡as that, r.rhile fuJ-ly appreciating the qreestion of strugglefor the social ernancÍ.tru,tion or the workiãg masses, they d-id. notsufficientry appreciate the question of iãdepend.ence ":. fhestnrggle for social enancitru.tion car¡rot be separated. from thestruggle for r¡ational enancipation" r'1

Then a menrber of the Comnurrist Peoplets Anmy and highest ranking offieial
Ín the partb Gorn¡llça had. rnade for hirnself an honorable record. as a
resistance fighter during the r,,rar. There had. been rumo.urs that he had.

on more than one oceasion stood up to Stalin when the latter treated.

Poland. as the "seventeenth soviet Re¡nrblic". GomrrLkats early lÍfe arso

r,,ras narked by a devotion to the fieht against the social injustices of
his native ?oland_.

A locksnith by profession and" the son of an oiJ- n:iner, GomuJJra

had' been involved- in the Polish Comnwr:ist movement since lais teens. Þdi"
work was nainly ín the trad"e ur¡-ions where he showed. rernarkable orgarÉza-

tional talent" His subversive activities, however, resgrted" in his
imprisorunent fÍrst in L)Jz and. again in L)J6" rt is quite probabte that
jail saved. hin from a, mueh worse fate in 1!l8 r^¡hen starln lÍquidated the
cPP' Released- at the outbreak of war, Gom¡lka managed. to rnake his r,ray to
the soviet zone of Poland. where he renained. wrtil the beginning of Russo-
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Gersan hostilÍties " Thereafter he beea,¡ne one of the found.ers of the

PrR and. in November lpl+J j.ts seerete,ry-General. His conduct during

the war inereased. his statr¡re and. he soon assuned. the role as the

parbyts foremost spokesrnan on id.eology" Gonufka had. always e>chibited

intense patriotism and.lvas one of the fer'r top Co¡norur:list lead.ers r¡ho

d.id. r¡ot go to the Soviet Union and. who never undemrent politica]. train-

ing in Moscow" During the coal-ition trerÍod. of l9l+, fo I9l+? he beea.:ne

Deputy Premier and. Minister of Po1and.ss recovered trüestern territorj-es,

Ïn these capacities he al-ready exhiblted. his patriotic leanings" I¡l
L94T u when the commun:ists ca¡te to por,rer, Go¡ru1-ka rose to a position of

ul-timate authority fron which he contirriued to erpound. a philosophy of

national Comrurrism.

Gomraka saw no incom¡ntibility between Potish r:ational. inter-
ests and. those of the internationa,l Coxaffimist movement. On the contrary,

in his view, t'he Porish party committed. a gross blund.er in d.ivorcing

itself from patriotism since in the process it nad.e itself appear as

rnerely an agent of the soviet union. A large ¡u,rb of hÍs attack was

directed. at former members of the Polísh Coror.mlst Party--the one abolished

i.n lpl8 by stalin--who, he said., "have not been abre to feel themserves

into the new situation, have not been able to rxrd.erstand. it, have not

ceased. being ræ,qroïr sectarians" It is necessary that they also begin to

think rr¡ith the eategoríes of the natlon, of the state o o o "2

Out of this belief grew hÍs eonvietion that the Connn'urnj-sts lc¡rst

rsork for a tuPolish way to social.Ísmrr based. on the particirlar cond.itlons
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,, preva.iiint in Pola,trd. and the temr¡r=r¡rnent nf ì:hq ps6;61 s. In January

L9\7, in the very f,irst issue of j;he ppRts theora-,ica.r -ìnrrrna] 
l¡ds1,¡s

Drogi (tÌer.i Road.s), Gomulka l¡a'rneC- against fo].toçing d.ogmatically -bhe

soviet method-s of socializatjon.3 u" üegaied- the ad-vi-sabiri-Ly of

such a eourse and. pornted 'co ihree factors l¡l'lich mad.e poi and cliffc:en,c

f rom the U,SSR.

Fi::st, political and- economic changes in Polancl r,¡ere achievecl

by neacefu-l- means lrhile in the Soviei Union a blood-y and- r.uthless revo¡l-
-bion was necessary to over"thror'¡ the old, capi-talist sys,cem. poland. r¡-id.

noì; have';o go throu.gh a revolu-tion becau_se the il_efeat of Ger:nany in
the i'faz' al so meant the cìes'¿r'uction of üre most polrerful forces of

fascism and- ::eaction,. forces i,¡hich had- prayecj such a large role in
irrped.ing a sccial:Lst upheaval in porand"" Thus in r9L\-\5, when ihe poles

embraced l"{a::xism, those counter"-revol-uiionary obstacl-es r+hich existed. in
L9LT, l,.rere no longer present.

This initial ,l-istinc-t ion be'c.,,feen -r,he lìussian and. Fo]ish expeÍ.-

iences, J-ec, in Gorr¡-rl-kars opinion, io ihe second. d.iffere::ree. As soon

as the revolution in Ru-ssia had, been cari:ied out: it, was necessar]¡ io
establìsh, as Ìfarx and. EngeJ-s had. preciicted-, a clictatorship of ,¡he

]1?ôl ê¡Liì].i â.'f. - rTìhi Ê .li n.|çJrn-nclri -¡'¡vluuG¡rou. l-r--v q¿vuuuvÀor¡+p -;f¿,S gSSgn'¿ia]- g¡ 'l nno âq -r^2 -+-ìOna-fjf a¡,.ù

courr'¿er-revoiu.tionary forces exisied. and. i^ra.ged. the civii l^¡ar" Bu,i; in
Poland- the forces o:fl ::eaci;ion had a_r read.y been suJ:dued. in lar.ge part

l,¡i'i;hout a cir¡rl i,ra-z: ensuing. Furi;1:er¡rore, af,r;el: the r.rar", .Lhese sane

i"oreas r.ra-¿a ?rai -ñ.' 
^1iô-¡ñ^m¡ -'¡Ä .v^-1-^.^^-f, rr^-^^---i- ---r 4'rure wçfr!3 Overco],lle and. .,.¡eakened. ihrouShoui rnost of Europe.
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This combir:a,tion of events, both internar and. exter:ral, rnade it easier

for Poland. to ad.opt d.emocratic institutions iræed.iate1y" A d.ictator-

shÍp of the proletariat--which in any case j-s but a transltÍonal

instrument--\tê,s eonsegr..lently not need"ed. in po1and..

The final d.ifferenee between the tr¿o cowrtries, Gomulka con-

clud.ed., was that Po1and., in ehoosj.ng its form of government, had. opted.

for a natj-one,l democratic trnrria,rnent; the Russians, on the other hand.,

favored. a fed.eral system ín which the member repr:blics fgnationed. as

Soviets. Although he d-id not r¡e,ke the significance of this d.ifference

elear, Go¡rulkars imptication aptrears to have been that the polÍsh system

wot¡-Ld. naJ<e for greater r¡ational un:ity and. prevent chronie fraetior¡al

d.isputes 
"

Gonul-ka r+as emphatie in stressing that such d.ifferences T¿rere

strfficient to eompel Porand. to find. her or,m way to socialism" The

Polish Comunists riust und.er no cireu¡nstances emulate the Soviet Unionls

exa,mple if it is to be in contrad.ÍctÍon with the strneific conditions of

Pol¡,nd. The Po1ish nation, he r.rrote, has d.eveloped. along unique histor-
ieal and. eultural lines which have given Poland. a social. and. political
charaeter of her oi,rn" The forces of tradition and. enviror¡¡¡ent mrst

infruence the nanrær in r+hieh PoLa,nd. wiLL bui].d. a socialist state.

That roanr¡er, it is abwtd.antly elear from Gomr¡-Lkass vord.s, nr¡st be grad.r;al

and. evolutionary.

Gom¡-Llçats j.d.eas qraiekly spread. and. r¿¡ere r+ho1e*heartedJ_y

embraeed by other members of the PIB., One high-ranking party official
rçrote as folJ-or^ls:
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t'The speeÍfic character of the tPolish road of d.evelopmentî
d.epend.s on the fact that in poland., cond.Ítions created. by tte r^rar
and. its aftenmth pnn:itted ihe sorution of the problen (r,rhat to
d.o t'¡ith the o1d. borrrgeoi.sie) in a riay which rvas not and. could. not
have been foreseen by classical }darrcism"tt5

fhe u:riter suggested. that the bourgeoi.sie uas in fact destroyed by the

r¿ar and. its o¡r'¿ id.eologiear banknrptcy. rt r,¡as the task of the

Comunists follor¡ing ttle war to prevent the state aptrnratus from fal-Ling

baek into the hand-s of r,¡hatever bourgeoisÍe sti]-]- re¡nained. As Gomulka

had. alread.y postulated., therefore, in the ndnd.s of the Po1ish Cornmwrists,

the Second. World. I'lar actual.ly represented. the Socialist ttrevolutionlt

against a bourgeois*controlled. eapitalist system, Having conso1i-d.ated.

íts poinrer, the PPR must now Ín earnest devote itse-1-f to build.ing socialism"

The eontribution of the RussianÊ was not completely d.enied. by

the Polish Commxuists. They d.id. not question the fact that without the

USffils aid. there worrld. never have been a Comuun-ist Poland." But from now

on the evolution of Polish sociarism mu,st not be ha,n¡:ered. by sorriet

id.eologieal orthod.ory 
"

ou .oo the ?otish road. to socia*lísmtt, r¡rrote Jakub Be-rrnan, a member of
the PPR Presidir.rm, t'ir and. wiJ.J. be the creative applieation of Nfarx-
ism-Ieid.nism to conerete and. specific,Polish cond.itions of the class
struggle and. historical d.evelopnent. t'o

In spite of thís deviationist trend. in their thinking, the

Po1ish Com:nlnists at no tirne pictured. themselves as betraying Marxism

or being urrfaithful to the prineiptes of socialism. The ppR, said

Benman, must rery on Marxism for guid.ance, strength anc. lead.ership.T

I{ithout the urlÍght that comes from revolutionary theory, practÍce is

blind.", he ad.d.ed., paraphrasing approrningry stalin.B rn Gomrrlkars eyes
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thÍs is true so long as a fi¡rther eoncept of Marxism is recognized."

For him, Maircism has ceased. to be an id.eoJ.ogy onJ.y of the r¡rorking class

and. has become a National id.eology, reflecting the desires and. interests

of the l¡hole peopte"g As for the socialist society at .,qhich }¡larrism

aims¡ Gonulka sings its praises rvithout hesitation:
t'Nothing can any longer alter our id.ea of socialism, an id.ea

tuhich constantly enlightens nore d.eeply the self-conscior.rsness of
the labour class and. the working people, an id.ea in which whoLe
nations find. for themselves the onJ.y salvati.on, the only road. by
which to leave the labyrinth of exploitation and. slavery, crises
and. unemployment, betrayal and. lies, war erj¡mes and. international
quarrels. r!10

Nor d.id. the Polish CorCImrnists harbor arLy illusions about a

peaceful overthrol¡ of eapitalism. There is no d.etrartr:re whatsoever

from the belief that the working eLass in capitalist countries can gain

porter onJ.y by revolution. ÍLris aspect of Marxism is vivid.ly emphasized.:

t'A socialist revolution--whieh can be realized. in rnazry forrns
but alvays aining at the d.estruction of the bourgeoisie--is the road.
to the teaLízatLon of socialist d.emocracy. Socj.alist d.emocracy--
that is the aim of the socj.alist revolution; a d.emoct:aey in which
the people, political-ly and eeono¡ricalfy liberated. e can d.ecid.e freely
for themselves their d.estiny" lhis system cannot be reached. by any
other means but revolution" Democratic soeialism and. socialist
revolutÍon are . o . ill fact . " " both scientific socialism, Marxlsllo rru

But 1f the tenets of Marxism and. soeial"ism had. not been d.isturbed.,

what then d"Íd. the Polish Cor¡mru:rists mean when they spoke of a r¡d"ifferent

road. to socialism¡t? They meant, firstly, that ne\.{ concepts serving new

need.s r.rouJ.d. be incorporated. into Mair<ism, without contrad.icting or

eorrflieting with the theory, but merely ad.justing it to the modern requlre-

nents of Poland.. Consequently t'he first sign-ificant step along the rrPolish

wayun tr^ras taken r¡lith the establishnent of a ¡tPeoplers Democtîacytt,
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The Peoplers Democracy, simply put, rvas the state, But for
the Polish cornnrun:ists, it was a urriqi:e tytre of state r¡j-th its or.m

speeial characteristÍcs" It was, wrote Berman,

",oo â new pclítical system, rvhich has grom up in eountries
]iberated. by the Red. Anny n o o it is a new road. to socialism " ",that d.erives its ideology from lt[arxism-I-enj-nistx. o o. and. represents
the revoluti-onary triun'ph of the working class o o, n'12

Bo1es1alr Bierut, another rne¡rber of the PPR hierarehy, al.so emphasized.

the originality of the Peoplets Democracy:

Itfhis sp,ecific ord"er is not based. on any existÍng mod.el. Itis not sini].ar to the Soviet socia].ist ord.er or to t*¡e elassical
econonic system of the West"tul3

trflthin this state, various social and. econom:ie classes continue

to exist includ.ing those which J.ive by elryloiting the r'rork of oùhers,

Among these latter wouLd. be eonsid.ered. the various entreprenerlrs, weIL-

to-d.o nerehantso factory ol/tners enploying a certai.n nwnber of lrorkers,

rlch peasants, and. other "non-workerstt. Thus the peoprels Democracy

represents the initíal stage of Po1ish Connnrxrism j-n which not only have

crasses not vanlehed. but the very forces of reaetion and. counter-

revolutj-on continue to exist sid.e byr síd.e with the proletariat" Never-

theless, within this Peoplets Demoeracy, tåis 'rrevolutionary authority"

as Bie:nrt eaJ-ls it, power is wieLd.ed. by a coalition of the nore progressive

elenents of the society. This coalition eonsists of the working e]-ass--

the leader in the group--the peasantry, the nidûLe str-ata of the urban
r It

trt'opuJ-ationr-- the working intelligentsia, and. a portion of the bourgeoisíe.

AIl combine to d.o battle wtth the reactionary, arúi-l¡iarxist factj-ons whieh,

though appreciably d.ecreaøed sinee the end. of the lrJar, are still nunerous
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enou€h to be a potent threat.

lhe Peop1ess Democracy Í.s thus a transj.tional state which

exists so long as all reactionary elements have not been erad.icated.,

fts raison d.retre, in fact, is the very being of these ereuents sj.nce

without them there would. be no need. for a state at arl, porish

commnist theory, faithfur therefore to Marxism-r,enin:ism, views the

state aÊ an instrunent of repression of one cLa,ss against another.

rn a Peoprets Democva,cy, however, this repression Ís being exercised.

by the proletari.at and its allies, that is to say, the tables have

been turned. upon the bourgeoisÍe. And., eonseguently, the peoplers

Denocracy must eontinue to be streffihened. and. fortified. so that it ean

better offstand- the capitalist threat. The r.¡orki.ng elass must be given

'uinstitutional guarantees against the forces of capitalisn, of war, an¿

of e>ry1oitatj-on. t'15

Theré are Liberbies in a peoplers Democraey, but of a special

nature:

trA Peoplels Democracy guarantees freed.om, guarantees politicalliberty, bgt i! prçvents. fascism from. exproiting such freed.ðm,s.
Fascismts freedon i cannot

rt is d.ifficr.¡l-t to see, in view of the ppRrs d.escription of a

Peoplers Democracy, how it in fact d.iffers from a d.ictatorship of the

proletariat. Gom;lka, Bierut, and. others repeated.ry stress that tbere

is a d-ifference, that Poland. is avoid.ing altogether the dictatorship of
the proletariat. None of them, horíever, makes a convincing d.istinction.

ft t'¡ould. appear, though, that the dÍfference j.s one of d.egree¡ ilot kind..
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und.er a Peoplels Democracy the struggle against the enenies of the

v¡orkers is gradr.nl, legar and. parria,mentary. fhe bor.rrgeoÍsie is not

denied. its nortal. rights, mirch J.ess j.ts existence. The proleçatLat,,

thor-gh it controls the stateL por¡Ier, d.oes not use it in a d.ictatorial

rTranner; it seeks to uproot the renrrants of the capitalist econonlc

system but it d.oes so by legitimate means. This is all in contrast,

of coulrse, to the d.ictatorship of the proretariat in which po,,rer is
wlelded. ruth].ess].y by the workers, and. the bourgeosie is coercively,

even brutallY¡ destroyed. so that the workers nay be rid. of their enenies

aLL the more rapiùLy.

ït woi:l-d. logieally foJJow, in the spirit of Marxist d.octrine,

that in a society where more than one crass exists, there r,roul¿ be a

plurality of political trnrties. Marxism ho1d.s that parbies are represent-

atives of classes and. consequently a mr.rlti-party systen is the reflection
of a multi-class society" Gomulka d.oes not argue with this concept an¿

he read.ily admifs that Ín the Po]ish Peoplels Democracy, its nature being

what it is, more than one party must be recogn-ized..

unThere is nothing more false than aceusing the polish Workers t

Party of monotrnrty tend.encies, of the d.esire to sr.rbordinate other
democratic parti.es", he said in a speech in 191+7.11

And' again, writing in Nowe Drogi, be states flatty that the "dictatorship
of a single party is neither essentialror purposeful .,"',18

Be this as it may, such references to a multi-party system are

scarce. Neither Gomulka. nor other menrbers of the ppR were prone to
over-emphasize or stress its importance, They were more concerned with
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the nature of l¡hat they consid.ered. to be the most progressive and_

representative of all poritical parties--their orrn.cormr,¡nÍst par-üy.

As to the strtrcture and. role of the ppR, there was to be rittle
d.eviation from the Leni-n-ist concept. rt r,ras, first and. foremost, the

party of the working class. rts task was to guÍde, instruct and. en-

lighten the proletariat, to show it the r,iay to progress and. d.evelopment.

Members of the parby had. to be ind.ivid.uals who had. reeognized. the

historical role and. d.estiny of the rvorkers and. were prepared. to herp

them realize it. Accord.ing to Gomulka, they r+ere to naster not only

the practlcal tasks of politics but al-so the id.eological fundamental-s

in ord.er to I'd.eepen their theoretieal outlook. ¡'

rt is here that the polish party rvas to d.epart from tbe soviet-

Leninist mod.el" I'or, i*ffiiew of Gomulka, the emphasis must be placed. on

the fact that it was the porish comnrnist party., and. consequently its
ideological forxrd.ation must be influenced by Polish eircurnstances.

uoParty organizers and. the p,rty, as a r^¡hol-eft, ivrote Gomurkain llor^re Drogi, "can be trained. in the Marxist spirít on-ly throqgh
a close eorrelation of iviarxism with our Polish realities, past aswell as present ". " I,üe must teach Marxism in reference to the
example of our countryrs history, To simplify the problem, one
m:ight say_ that the proper thing is to teach otr party poriåh
Marxism. tt19

The PPR ivas thus no less a Polish party than a Conmnlnist one, no less

reflective of the iqhole nation than of one class. Marxism, Gomutka

said, could- not be r¡rrd.erstood. l¡ithout interpreting it in the 1ight of

Polish history and" that history itsetf ean be properly analyzed only by

the }¡larxist approach. Then it woui-d. beeome crear hc,w, for instance,
t'Polish magnates placed. their o'irn n¿rrolr interests ahead. of pol-and. and.
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her people, how they gave up índepend.enee so they coul-d. have their

wealth. t'20

And. so, accord.ing to Gomu1ka, the party membership must be

taught the history of Po1and:

'Without h:owledge of Pol-ish history, it is d.ifficult to
rxld.erstand. the essence of tod.ayts socio-political changes,
carried out in our corxrtry; it is d.ifficult to rxrd.erstand. the
essence of the frontier changes of our nation; d.ifficul-t it is
generally to struggle against reaction"tt2l

This patriotic, someti.:nes emotional d.efinition of the PolÍsh

conmnm-ist party l¡as not fimjted to its future activities on-ry. The

¡n,st history of the PPR, particrrlarly during WorJ.d.'[^Iar II, r^las also

hailed. in bold. nationalistic te:rns. It i^¡as el-a,imed. that d.uring the war,

two forces alone preserired the ind.epend.ence and. sovereignty of the

Porish state: the working class and. the comr¡rrnist party. Both ivere

said. to have valiantry fought for the freedom of the cor:ntry against

reactionary po\¡¡ers that sought to d.estroy it. Thus the ppR was

"the main and. most d.ecisive d.efend.er of Polish independ.ence and.
sovereignty ". " the d-efense of Polish sovereiærty is written in
the uppennost plaee of (the) partyls program. The defense of
(fofisn) sovereignty prirnarily irrfluences tne internal and.
exterrral politics of the reborn state."22

While the PPR continued. to speak in the ne^:ne of the working

class, it also realized. that another party threatened- its right to d.o so.

By the end of the general electj.ons of Jarwary L947, only the polish

Socialist Party (ppS) eouJ.d. conceivably end.anger the nonol-ithic po\^rers

of the PPR. During the elections, the Corununists ræing tactics of terror

and- intim-id.ation, co¡obined. with actr:al perseeuti-on, had managed- to
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literarly clrive from poland. the popr:lar peasant party arong raith its
lead.er stanislar.¡ M:ikoragczyk. The obviously fraud.r.rlent etections,

accord.ing to the "official" count, shor.¡ed. that the ppR had. received.

approxÍ-nrately Bo per cent of the popular vote l+ith the rest spread.

thinly afiong a nrurber of parties. Tlris, of course, did. not truly
reflect the wilJ- of the population--taking into accormt the large-scale

rigging by the Cormrxrists. I,lith the Peasant Party now gone, there coul-¿

be l-ittle d.oubt that the Socialists might well- have become, after the

elections, the party with the greatest follolring, certainly greater than

that of the PPR. The Cornnunists r{ere hard.ly blind- to this fact and. so

they entered. upon a camFai.gn ai-med at uniting the trvo pa,rties.

Their ideological justification for su-ch an action was basically
simple. Since both the PPR and. the PPS claimed. to represent the working

crass, tbere was no reason why the two shor.:td continue to exist apart

from each other. Oskar Lange, a high-ranking economist in the ppR, was

impressed. by the logic of this argument"

ttrn the past fer+ weekstt, he wrote, ttnany conrad.es have asked"üte: why should. there be organic un:ity? r shoirtd. like to reversethe question and. ask: r,^ihy shor:ld¡rtt there be? For it is an
altogether natural thing that since there is one workÍng class, soorgani.zationally there shoul-d. be one party of the working clasá."23

fhe strongest proponent of this union without a d.oubt was Go¡mrlka hÍmseIf.

He had often fowrd. hjmsel:f in agreement with rnany of the views of the

socialÍsts and. trnrticuJ-arly approved. of their patriotic leanings. He

r'las, in fact, in many lrrays croser to the pps than to his or,¡n party and

this probably influenced his d.esire for unity. When writing or speaking

on the subject, he never failed to pay special tribute to the patriotism
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of the PPS.

"Both for the pol-ish socialist party and. for the potish
Inlorkers ¡ Parbytt, he said on one oceasion, ttthe ind.epend.ence of
Pol-and is a supreme consid.eratÍon to which arl others are
subord.inated.. "24

llhen at one poÍnt certain nembers of the PIR had. accused the Social-ists

of cr:rtivating petty bourgeois ideas on civil- rights and of showing

reactionary tend.encies, Gomurka juaped. quickly to their d.efense by

disassoeiatÍng the rnain segment of the ppS from such r¡eaknesses:

t'The fight against the right-wing elements of the ppS canrrot
be a fight against the pPS as such. The postwar, reborn pps .. "has rød.e and. is naking its positÍve contributÍon to the r¿¡orl< of
unifying the working-eIass movement" t'25

Go¡mrlka strongly believed" that a union of the two p.rbies coi.¡Id.

create a political bod.y capable of overpowering the forces of reaction

and- hastening the d.evelopment of socialism. He had- no iLlusions, he said.,

about the bourgeoisie. ftre history of hÍ's or,¡"n poland since 1945 had

shoirrn conclusively that "reactionary forces never surrend.er voluntarily,

never r,¡ithout a tiflil-."26 Nor did he d.eny that in a peoplers Democracy,

allowance must be rnad.e for the political organizations of such forces.

But, he claimed, the Hffi was not among these enemies. rt represented.

the working class as clearly as d.id. the ppR" rt was therefore

incomprehensible that the two parties should. continue to remain d.ivid.ed..

The nutua,l rivalries engend.ered. by this d.ivision, Gonulka saÍd., served.

not only to nisrepresent the actr:a1 sinilarities between the ppR and. FpS

but, which is r,¡orse, to split the working class, fhe r::rity of the latter
movement, Gomulka claimed., was a fund.amental necessity for Poland." Recent

errperience has taught, he said, that the working class can fglfil its
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"historic mi ssion't of rectifying the present unfavorable circr.mstances

in a r¡spirit of freedom and. justicett on].y r¡¡hen it is rm-ited. and. on].y

when it Ís id.eologieally u,gru"d..27

Furthe:rnore, the process of actual i.¡nification of the two

parbiesr would. serve as an otrportunity for expelling from their ranks

arl fornrs of elements alien to the proletaria.n movement. And a pre-

eond.itionfor this also was id.eological conformity.
ttln our concept and wrd.erstand.Í-ngtr, Gomulka wrote early in

L948, "organic wuity can result only in the process of cleanÍng
the workers t movement of bourgeois-tiberal and- other foreign
elements, and. basing bo'bh pa,rties upon the fund.amentals of l¡iarxist
ideolog-Y. "2ö

The PPRrs carqraign for r-rrity was consid.erably aid.ed. by the

supporb it received. from one of the l-eaders of the PPS, Josef Cyrankiewicz.

Either because he sensed. the grc'r^ring futility of the Socj.alists¡ attempts

at avoid.ing w-ification or because he uras honestly in agreement with the

PPR--whatever the reason, Cyrankiewicz r¿as extremely aceommod.ating" His

stand. amounted. to a repetition of the P?R argr.mrents and. his r,¡ritÍngs on

the subject appeared. reguJ.arJ.y in Nowe Drogi.29 Like Gomul-i<a, C¡rrankiewicz

sai,¡ the aim,q of the PPS to be id.entical to those of the pFR and. he

uneguivocalJ.y urged. theír forming one, working-class parby.

o' 
" o o for the good. of the workj-ng people, for the good. of ind"epend.ent

Peoplers Poland-, for the good. of socialism, for the strengthening of
the struggle for peace .. " our parties ,. " shonl-d realize the closest
organic unity of the PPS and. the ppR""3O

The PPR ¡ s id.eologiear d.rive for lxrion was carrie¿ on%n j.rnrnense

scale. In one issu.e alone of Nov¡e Drogi., the first seven ar-t,icles d.ealt

with this qr.:estion, aüong the authors bei-ng Gomulka, c¡rrankiewiez, and.
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Lange"3l This was accompanied. by a fostering of the belÍef a,:nong the

Social-ists that the only alterrrative to r:nification trras the !¡retirun of

reaction". Continued. d.enials that the fonnation of one parby rvould- mean

the'oswall-owingt'of the PPS by the PPR al-so had their effect.

On March L7, L9l+8, the clique in controt of the ppS, headed. by

Cyranlciewicz, presented the party membership with a manifesto aru:ouncing

the proposed. merger" Unable to oppose hjm since he controlled the party

apparatus, the anti-Comrärn:ist majority resolved. to go along with Cyrank-

iewi.ez in the hope that a quick merger nright all-ow them to swarnp the PPR

by the weight of their numbers. The Conmrxrists, however, foreseeing this

d.anger, insisted. on a rengthy period. of preparation for the nergero rn

the course of this period., that is by December of f948, they had. succeed.ed.

in effectively purging a large nrznber of the rightists and, anti-corunxrists

in the PPS.

The intention of the Polish Con¡rmists to seek a t'PolÍsh road. to

Socialism" did. not neeessarily signify that they nere totally clear as to

what forn it would- take in certain speeific spheres of the l-ife of the

cowrtry" The theorists--including Gomr.¡lka--were particularly rxrcertain

of themselves, to the point of ambiguity and. confusion, when d.ealing with

questÍ.ons concezrring the economic d.evelopment of Poland., And nothing

seemed. to give them more trouble than the topic of agrieuJ-ture.

Prior to L/+'1, there had. been repeated assurances by the ppR

that follor.ring the in:itial land. reform, there r.¡ouJ.d be no cotLectivization

for a long time to come, if at aIL" Large scale coll-ectivization was not
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even mentioned. publicly until the surnmer of 1948 and. Gom-úka himself

managed to avoid. making any rigid. polÍcy statement on the subject.

lÍhat he did. say r.ras merely that poland. l¡ouLd. have to go srow on

I'socialization of the countrysid.e!' and. this seemed to ad.d. to his

popurarity anong the peasants. But he had afread.y, as Min-ister for the

recovered. trdestern territories during the post-r¿ar coalition period.,

managed. to begin experÍ.:nenting with collectivj-zation in these nelr areas 
"

How quickly he intended- to spread eol-Lectivization is not certain; all
that can be said. is that he was not in any parbicular humy.

The first attempt at coming to grips rrith the question was

rnade in Jrrly of f94B by Hilary Minc, soon to become the virtual eeonon:-Lc

boss of Poland.. In a speech before the Central Cornmittee of the PpR--

later published. in Nowe Drogi3t --*io" issued. the ¡u,rtyrs strongest

policy statenent on collectivization yet, but by the use of ambiguous

tenns, avoid.ed. an outright cornnittment.

The speech began with a cond.ernnation of "individ.ualistic

econolqyo' in the eor:ntrysid.e and. r,¡arned. that such an econoqy wor.¡l.d. lead- to

capitalism and. a return of the bourgeoisie" As it is, Minc said., the

majority of faims alread.y are being exploited. by capitalism d.ue to the

system of wages in existence. The only way to prevent a fi.lrther growth

of capitalism on the farms while at the sa¡re time aid.ing their d.evelop-

ment is tbrough utco-operationt'" lfhat exactly he rneans by the tenn he

d.oes not say but he uses it liberally and. exclusively. rn view of

Po1and.rg economic and. social cond.itions, Minc stresses, rtco-otrlerati.ontt

is the onJ.y system of proper farrn developnrent.
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" o o o faru. co-operatÍon presents tbe best fom for (reconciring)
the peasant?s ind.ividuat Ínterests r.tith the general interest, the
interest of the state and. the people generalJy.u,33

The remaind.er of the speech is a prolonged. polenic against

capitalistic agrieulture and. while it r,¡ould. appear that Minc is r.rging

collectivization, such a poricy is noi,¡here actuarry enwrciated.. rn a
d.iscussion that folJ.owed. his ad.dress, Minc pointed. out that the potish

and. Soviet situations were not comtrnrable" I{e clairned. that in the USSR

the "d.ictatorship of the proletariat'r ori.gi.nally nad.e it easier to rÍd"

the fanns of capitalisni the absence of this d.ictatorship in pol-and. had

uiade the task i¡measurably more d.ifficult although the need. for socialist
vigilance on the farms llas no less essential-. Minc cited. another d.iffer-

ence by pointing out that Poland. had. not ehosen to embark on a wholesale

nationalizat"ion of land- as lras done in the soviet union. re,stly he

claimed. that the USSR had recently become a socialÍst state by success-

fully completing collectivization of agricr.:-lture as r.¡el-l- as transforming

the econonic charaeter of its industry. Minc end.ed. by pred.icting that

the struggle against the rich peasant woul-d. in fact constitute a class

struggre' rf it is to be effectively waged., the rich peasant must be

tt1j:nited.t' and. the poor and. nldd-l-e trnasants must be mad.e ar¿¡are of the

d.anger to their existence i,¡hich he represents,

obviously, IWincrs speech had. not thrown much right on the

PPRts stand. on collectivization" In Septeniber of the same year, holrever,

once again'oefore the partyrs Central Cornmittee, lrfinc rnad.e a more d.eter-

nined effort at defin-ing his teru".34

Dealing first with classes of peasants, Mi.nc said. a poor peasant
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!'ias one irho, wiable to support himself from his or,¡n land_ hold.ings,

worked. for others in order not to trd.ie from hungertr. He r+as thus a
far"¡aer being subjected. to e>,p1oitation. Ilì: gher on the lad.der was the

mid'dl-e or average peasant r+ho nanaged. to }ive off his own land, and. by

his or,¡n abilities and. industries, i^rithout exploitÍng others. lleverthe-

1ess, he'¡as one i+ho was constantry threatened. and. d.id. not possess the

meâns by which to improve his lot. rt is this mid.dle peasant, in many

lrays so siJrlilar to the ind.ustrial worker, r,¡ho ::m:st receive the greatest

support in a Peoplets Democracy aceord.ing to Minc and. who should. be

consid.ered. an ally of the working class, engaged. with it in the cl-ass

struggle.

Finally, there was the capitalist farmer--the equjvalent of the

Russian kr.¡l-ak--irihose livelihood. was nad.e possible by exploitation of poor

peasants. The state, Minc said, must control- this peasant by legÍslation
involving prices, wages, taxes and. cred.it" It:mrst further mobilize the

rnass of poor or nid.d-l-e peasants to end. arl fonms of specuJ_ati.on and.

e>çloitation by the lrulak.

Having said. this much, Minc sud.d.enly becomes ress rigid." The

d.efinition of a lculak must be flexible anc not every prosperous far:ner

is to be consÍd.ered. a elass enemy. Furtheruore, Minc ad.d.s, the criterion
for d.etermining the status of a peasant must not necessarily be his land

hold-ing. one l+ho has many hectares may be poor; one who has fe,w nray be

r"realttry" The d.efinition of a lnilak, in other word.s, remains arbitrary.
But lvlinc, in this speech, is more concerned. r.¡ith the question
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of su-ch establishments but insists on their voJ-untary character. The

use of coercion is to be disallol,¡ed. and. anyone found. contraven-i.ng this
reguration shor.rl-d. be severery pun:ished. by the party, l4inc ad.d.s. The

role of the state is to be ad.visory and friendJ-y, but und.er no cj.rcum-

stances i-s it to d.irect or control the operation of co-operatives. Nor

should. join:ing a co-operative nake it rnandatory for the menber to lose

his right to or^m land.

llhether or not he

co-operative or lçoLkhoz that

d"oes own land. rn¡i]-l d.epend. on the t¡pe of

he joins" Minc d.escribes three types. The

main and. J-oosest fonn he consid.ers to be one in which " *"*f3;ffiË..Ï*Iå"
do not extend. beyond. that of sowing and. haryesting" Distribution of
profits on this colrective wilr be in d.irect proportion toa:,memberrs land.

holdings. OrganizatLon and. rules of quitting the group are to be deter-

nined. by the r+hol-e merrbershi.p. This fonm, thus, retains the principle of
private property and. ind-ividual reward." A more ad.t¡anced. type of collective
i-s one in which the rneurbers take na,ffiifT#"ry aspect of prod.uction. cattte,
plus a modicum of land., are ind.ividr.nlly or,¡ned.. The d.ivision of the pro-

d-ucts is d-etemrine¿--60 per cent on the basis of how much land. one oïrns and-

Lo per cent on the amount of work contributed. The highest t¡rpe of
colJ-ective is characterized. by a eomplete sharing of work. In ad.d.ition,

the d.ivision of prod.ucts, since there is no private land. ownership, is
to d.epend' entirely on the work put in. Idealty then, each member contrj.b-

utes an equal a¡norxrt and. d.erives an equal a.mount.

Mincrs conclusi.on after this long treatise on corlectives is not
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what one would expect" He urges the poor and. nid.d-le peasants to beeome

menrbers of these collectives and. warns against capitalist infiltration

which r,¡ould. try to undertnine the estabrishments from within. But he

then goes on to stipulate that the most advanced. fo::n of collective is

not advisabLe and. that the PPR Ís opposed. to a system whereby everything--

includ.ing the peasant¡s cattle, fowl and. house--is sociali.zed.. He thus

rejects t:ltinate, soviet,type, collectlvÍøation. ldhether his theory was

influenced. by consideratj.ons of political erçediency or r+hether he

actually regard.ed. the Soviet kolkhoz unfavorably is, of course, d.ifficult

to say. But viewed. against his future orthod.ox pronouncements on the
?Ã

subject, the for¡rer seerTrs like a more plausible explanatiorL."

There llas no question, hoi+ever, as to the beliefs and inients

of the PPR in the broad.er field. of the national econox\y, and. particularly

in the ind.ustrial field." Industry was to be socÍalized, and. socialízed.

as quichly as possibre. To d.o this, hol^rever, the cororwrists said., an

all-encomp,assing national plan lras needed. The whole economy had. to be

centrally i.ntegrated., fully controrLed. and. efficientry directed.
ttEconorulc plarrningrt, said Minc, utmearls settÍng up concrete

d,irectives and. showing r^rays for their realization; it rneans system-
atically controlling each day the progress lboward. this reatiza.lLon;
correcting eventual mistakes and. overcoming obstacles; it means to
fight for the plan, mobilize the masses r,¡hose creative energy and.
enthusiTsm are -uhe most important factors in the realization of the
o1an. t'5o

The PPR theorists claimed. that planning is the basis of a sociarist

econoqy. In capitalist eountries it was only possible to plan in linr:ited.

degrees as, for exa,ntrlle, d.uring the 1930rs rrhen the Ner^l DeaJ. was initiated.
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in the United' States. But even then, said. the Polish Conmr.¡nists, the

staters i.ntervention r,ras not car'ried. far enough. A total transfo::ma-

tion of the fund.amental econon:ic principles had. to occur in ord.er that
an over-arl econo¡r.ic pran courd. both be initiated. and. realized..

I¡lhat all this meant, in effect, was that the state had. to take

over the means of prod.uction. rrEconon:ic plaruring can d.evelop onry on

the basis of the nationaliza.lion of prod-uctiontt, an ed.itorial in Nol¡e

Droei d.ecrared..37 rn the process, therefore, arl forms of capitalist,
non-Marxist econornic method.s had- to be replaced- by a socj.alist approach,

Ïn Po1and-, as there were different social classes, so d-ifferent

forsns of economic enterprise rqere stilr tol_erated.. social_istic,

capitalistic and. "sna1l-comnod.ityu! systems existed sid.e by sid.e, even

though the first had. begun to d.ominate the economy, Nevertheless,

Cotmr.¡nist econonists warned., capitalism was constantly seeking to regain

control so that it could. return to e>çroiting the nasses.

Poland.rs task now was to build and. consolid.ate a socialist
lnd.ustry, that is one in which

nothe neans of prod.uction find. thenselves in non-capitalist hand.s
and. the attained. supprementary prod,ucts are passed. on to the statefor plarueed d.istribution in order that the J-ot of the .srorking peopte
may be improved. .. " for the benefit of med-icine, of ed.ucation, ofculturgr.of d-efense, and. for other aims of the non-capitarist
^+^J_^ tr?H
Þ@uc. Jv

I¡lhiLe the means of production had. been socialized, poland. eoutd not yet

cl-aim to fulfil the second. part of this d.efinition, accord.ing i,o the pIR"

The necessity to cond.uct economic relations with capitalist states has

prevented a llsocialistnt d.istribution of alL supplementary potish prod.uction.
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once the country becomes less d.etrnnd.ent on these markets, she will

be able to free herself of non-Mlarxist elements. Meanr,¡hi1e. the cl-ass

siruggle must continue unabated..

Cormru.¡eÍst econonic theory, i"¡hile d.ecrying the iJ.l-s bred by

eapitalist competition, that is the free-enterprise system, d.id. not rrll-e

out the need. for contrietition in a socialist econonly" Taking as thelr

motto the slogan that "one cannot butJ-d. a better tomorrol¡ if todayts work

is worse than yesterd.ayr"rrr39 the ComnwrÍsts insisted. that frienùLy,

co-otrerative eompetition is in fact the onry way to bruird socialism.

socialist competition was described- as the struggle of all prod.ucers--

r+orkers, technicians, engineers, adrninistrators--for the betterment of

social cond.itions" Competition aJrrong workers, said. the theorists, was

healthy because it both brought satisfaction to the ind.ividual and- streng-

thened. the state" Sometjmes, in extolling the virtues of competition, the

Corr¡nunists reach lyric heights as in the fotlowing caption in Noive Drogi,

txrd.er a picture gf a wornan worker receiving a med.al for above-quota

production:

" o o o the movement of work competition is capable of moving
mountains, of overconing al-J- obstacles l¡hich stand. in its way "..ït is a movement which wiJ.l. build. a happy, d_emocratic peoplets
Po].and.. t'4u

Hoi'rever d.octrinaire the PIR!s interpretation of Marxj.st economici

was, it chose to present them, nevertheless, in terrns of PoJ.and.ts olrn needs

and. eqperience, Thu.s a reconstruction of the econon\y lras d.eclarecl to be

in the spirit of Poland.rs character and. the manner of that reconstruction

l¡as to be based. strictly on the countryrs or^l-tr economic and social pecul-

iarities.
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ttflre Po1ish road. to soeialismt,, rsrote one parby merrber,
"means that in our political, econoní" and. cul-turar cond.itions
we want in the fastest time possibre ... to build. a forxrd.ation
of national econonic elements, enlarge the base of state econory,limit private-capitalist elements and. turn them into state ele-
ments ...tt41

I^Ihil-e it rvas denied. that there coul-d actually be a niid.dle

ground. between capitalism and. socialism, Polish Comnunist theory ye-u

nad.e allowance for a Polish econon-ic development that worrld. d.iffer in
method.s and aims from the Soviet mod.el. The aim of the Russian five
year plans has been to build. a pure socialist country, to elininate or
ttliquid-atett aII classes; PoJ.and.ts economic plan, hor+ever, r,ias rnerery seek-

ing to consoh.d.ate the present sectors of the economy rvith a viev¡ to

reviewing the position of private enterprise as against state omership.

since Porand" r^¡as not yet read.y for the d.isappearance of classes, she

could. not hope to emrilate Soviet econornìc aims. Her most imied.iate goals

were to protect the interests of the workers, ind.ustrialize the cor.mtry,

d.evelop technology, and. mod.ernize the method.s and. means of prod.uction,

transportation and. cormunication.h2 To this end., the ppR berieved.,

Poland. urust enbark r4ron a vast econonlc plan.

This stress on planning, although it vas prinarily meant in the

contert of the economy, neveztheless went so far aJrong the polish Cororwr-

ists as to be applied. to the question of cul-ture as r,¡e11, The irurcd.iate

post-war years, frought with the problems of reconstnicting a country that
r.¡as left brutr.rally assaulted. by the ravages of war, perrnitted. Iittte tinre

for attention to cultural natters" It was more r:rgent in those initial
years to build homes rather than theatres. Thoqh the ?otes have historically
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been a highly cultured. and. cr¡Ltivated. people, they reatized. that in
the j¡mediate post-r+ar d.ays, more important tasks than cr-d-tqre cried.

out for consid.eration.

Polish Corurunists, consequentty, kept relativel_y quiet on

the si.rbject" But in L918, there d.id. starb to appear an increasing

number of articles in Nowe Drogi d.ealing rqith various aspects of cul--

ture" though an ambitious theory was neither attempted. nor d.eveloped-,

there '(^Ias a irnanimity of opinion expressed- on the concept of cultural

planning. fuphasizing the unmassu' eharacter of culture, the Conucmists

pointed. to the need. for a cuJtural progra.m geaz'ed. to envelop the largest

possible audiences. Libraries, schools, the theatre, the arLs--alr seg-

ments of cu.ltural med.j.a--shorr1d" be enlisted. in reaching and. enlightening

the masses, the mirlions of rrrorkers in the cities and. fa:¡ms"43

The first phase of PolÍsh post-war cuJ-ture r,¡as said. to be aj-med.

at cleansing the courrtry of all fascist elements. Its aim nor+ was ro

represent ancl reflect the nev¡ social d.evelopments in Peoplets Poland.. The

netn¡ ct¿Ltlre must d.rar¡ on Poland.rs past, her achievements and- trad.itions,

but it must be prfurarily a product of the present" The concept of u'art

for artrs sake" was quietly d.ispelled. and. the social character of a1l

crrltural end.eavors r.las emphasized.. fn other word.s, the social aims of

Porish life were to become íncorporated into the new, evolvi-ng polish

cr.¡-lture.
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The "Polish road. to sociarismu', with the encouragement and

d'irection of GomuLka, contÍnu-ed. to er¡olve i.¡ithout ar{y apparent d.isturb-

ances until v¡ell into the sununer of t9!8. In June of that year, however,

an event occurred- outsid.e of poland. r,rhich r,ias rapid.ly to affect her or^nr

internal course of events and. the person of Gomul-ka himself. This r,¡as

the June 22 meeting in Bucharest of the Cornnu¡-ist InformatÍon Br.¡reau

(Coininform) a-u which Yugoslavia, accused of nationalist and. d.eviationist

tend.encies, 1ías expeJled from among the ranks of the grr""",lr.44 rt was

an unpreced.ented. move, meant essentialty to embarrass, cajole and threaten

Tito a,nd- his fol1o\rers, but also to initiate widespread pr.rrges throughou-t

the Commmist bloc against revisionists and. nationalists, or anyone stray-

ing from the Moscow line.

It had. an immediate effect upon Polish Comm¿nists. Alnost over-

night, the whole atmosphere in the PPR changed and. in a r:atter of months

the entire id.eo-political situation in Poland. was to undergo a d.rastic

transfoilnation.
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Ti{E ECLIPSE OF NATTONAL COI\ß{UNISM

On Jirty 6, l.9\B the PPR¡s Central Cornmittee met to consid.er

the Cominformrs expulsion of Yugoslavia. Gomu-l-ka \^ras conspicuously

absent" Just three r^¡eeks prior to the June 22 meeting of the Coninforr,

he had. d.elivered. an ad.d.ress before a plenary session of the ppR in irhieh

he reiterated. his opposition to the Lrxemburgist trad.itions of the þr.t1 t

reconfi:med. his faith in Polish patriotism, and_ praised the ppS for its
continued support of Po1ish ind.epend.ence. The speech was greeted. r¡ith a
m-ixed reaction and. there were even some d.emand.s for his resignation.

fhis sud.d.en change in attitud-e toward. Gomrrlka suggested. that at least

part of the PPR membershÍp had. alread.y been forel¡arned. about impend.ing

Soviet moves" Gomulka refused. to resi.gn but d.eeided. to take an ind.efi-

nite l-eave on the grotmds of iIl- health" subsequently, in his absence,

the Central Co¡maittee reconvened. on JuLy 6,

Approving the Coni-nfort¡s resolution, the Central Comcittee

denounced. Yugoslavials policÍes and. launched. into an attack upon all
rtconcÍLiatorv, compromisingn' tactics, and. upon laxity and exaggerated.

flexibility ln cornuun-ist prineiples. Beruan and. l4inc, each Ín turø,

cond.emned. the reactÍonary elements r^¡ithin the PIR and. called. for more

rapid. farrn coll-ectivization' There were further dernand.s for Gomulkars

resignation"

Returning abruptry to party head.qua,rters, Gomulka rejected. the

criticisms and. d.eclined. to resign, He d.enied. tbat approval of parts of

the EPS trad.ition r'¡as unleninist and. d.efend.ed. his rn¡artime acti-vities as
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an wtd.erground. lead.er against nelí accusatÍons that he had bh¡rd.ered.

through nationalist and- rightist errors. But Ít i'ras a futile struggle.

The more unco-otrEz€.tive he remained, the more apparent it became that

the long a:ror of the I{rernl-in i,¡as preparing to d.eal him a final blow.

The controversy erupted. into the open between Ar-lgr,st JI and"

September J, when the Central Com¿ittee assenrbled for the third. time in

aÊ Tna,ny months. This time Gomulkars fate appeared. to be sealed..

Initiating the accusations, Boles1av¡ Bierut, his impending

suceessor, charged. that Gomr.¡lkars speech before the party on Jrxre J,

ruad.e i^iithout a prior consu-Ltation of the Politburo, constituted t'a

preeedent-breaking violation of orgareizatLonaL principles of a Marxist

party.utl He was then specifically accused. of ltrightist--national-ist¡'

d.eviation; of having refused. to support the struggle against the kulak;

of a lukeL¡arm approach to collectivizatLoni of an inadeqr.nte und.erstand-

ing of the role of the üSSR and particularly of the Soviet Comnirnist

party; of his objections to the for¡oatj-on of the Corninfor:ro j:rL L947 and. of

his d.oubt about the Con'rinform resolution against Yr:goslavÍa.

The long line of speakers r,¡ho rose to make these accusations

denowrced. Gom¡l-]ca in vehement terms " ftle r,rord.s of Edward. Ochab were

representative:

"In your present position, Conrade (Conrrfka).r You l¡i-LL become
the s¡a'ibol for the bourgeoisie, for the rich peasants, for reaction

112

And. finally Bierut hj-:nself sr¡med. up the total cond.ernne.tion:

nutle have characterized the errors of Comrad.e (Gomulka), whieh,
as it is attested by the resolution subaitted by the Politburo, are

",-';*;'J.íË,;'- 
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neitlrer isol-ated" nor accid.ental but constitute, d.espite internal
eontrad.ictions, a definite and- systematic viewpoint which is
rightist and. nationalist in its character.r'J

Gomrl-ka was given an opporbunity to streak on three occasions

with the intent that he woul-d. submit to a recantation and. self-criticism.

l¡Ihat he said" in fact was a cr¡rious mixture of sel-f-criticism and- self-

justification. He ad.m:itted. that he had. been wrong on $any issues and.

accepted. the partyrs resolution i¡hich accused- him of 'rrightist, national-

ist'r d.evj.ations" Nor d.id he dispute the fact that the USSR r,¡as to be

consid.erred the leading member of the working class movement. But almost

in the next breath, he betrayed. his fundarnentally rxrchanged attitud.e

toward. Soviet-Polish relations.
tuft never entered. rny head.oo, he said, ttthat Poland. couJ.d.

progress along the way to socialism without being supported. by the
Soviet Union . .. These things I urd.erstood., but " .. it was
difficr.út for me to shift my attj.tude as regards the Soviet Union
to the id"eological party pLa,ne."4

Gomrlka thus belleved that the two countries shoul-d. have friendly relat-

ions but cou].d. not see that there should. be a direct corrnection betr+een

their respective Conmwrist trnrties.

Sinilarly, rvhile adr¡i tting that nationalism r/¡as a social

"d.isease", Gomulka coul-d. not hÍd.e hj.s conviction that d.ifferences betinreen

Poland. and the USSR had. to be taken into account r,¡hen buj].dine soeialism:

'o .. o cond.itions are d.ifferent--l¡e ].j-ve in a d.ifferent historical
period. now; collectivization was brought about in the Soviet Union
in another ti-:me of history (and. involved) d.ifferent eonditions, a
d.ifferent situa,tion, in accord.ance with a d.ifferent d.istributj-on of
class strength--and. we wiJ-L bring about changes Ín the coixrtrysid.e
in d.ifferent cond.itions. Thus there must also be some elements of a
Polish road to socialism.rr2
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Gomu-lkars rrord.s feIL on d.ea,f ears" On September l, 1p48, he

was offieially relieved. of his duties as Secretary-General of the Potish

Workers t Party. A brief resolution to this effeet, stá,ting only that he

had. comnitted. serious blund.ers, was unanimously ad.opted. by the ppRts

Central Conmittee, although his party membership \^ras not revoked.. I'iith

Gomul-ka weni a mmber of other pa,rty members, aLL charged. with trrightist,

nationalist tend.encies". Among them i,¡as lJlad.yslarv Bienkowski, one of

the found.ers of the PPR and. a leading nenrber of the Central Comnittee, in

charge of the party¡s educational d.epartment.

The sa,¡ne resolution which expelJ-ed. Gomulka declared. that Boles1aw

Biertrt r+ou].d. replaee him as Secretary-General. In the person of Bierut,

the party could. point to a lead"er kTho since his high school d.ays had. been

involved. in revolutione,ry, left-wing activities" Bierut had. been an

ardent member of the left-wÍng of the Polish SociatÍst Party betlveen

L9L2-L9L9 and was one of the first to join the Conmrxrist Party r^¡hen it r^¡as

fonned. in fpl8" His subversive activÍties got him into troi-rb1e with the

authorities and he spent a nt:¡nber of years in the Soviet Union d.uring the

inter-r,¡ar period.. He thus received. intensive training in Moscorrr and. later

worked. as an agent of the comintern, carrying out nissions in vienna,

Pragr.le, Sofia and. Berlin" Di,ring hforJ-d. flar fI he rvas a teading member of

tlae Coumwtist, self-appointed. r:nd.ergrowrd. goverrrment and., next to Gomulka,

beca.:ne probably the most por'rerful figure in the PPR"

Almost in¡ned.iately followíng his succession to Gomr:Ikats post,

Bierut reveal-ed- the profor.¡nd. id.eological d.ifference between himsel:f and.
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his predecessor anC. i;he significant cha.nge *'ha-t, had. occu.r-re<l in

Pol and-"

uti'îe lrust no,c forget foz'a mor,lel:Ltt', he wrcì;e in lioçe Dz.ogi,utthat ".. Ìiitrerism anc fascism, r.¡hich threatenea .,.Effiflere
o-esiroyecl c-nry -thanirs to i;he exist,ence of a soeiaiis'c s-uate, or y
-r,hanks i;o'che vie-i:oriou^s ancl pcrrrelCuJ- s-r,reng'üh of the ar:ned. USSR.

''.lithout '¿he t¡:l-ctory of the USSR neiihe-2. ',,he social no:: national
l-ibe::ation of Poland- vouj-d. hal'e been at'¿ained-.rrb

rríi-bh Bieru-tts ap;oointmeni, i;he par"i;y preÞa::ed- io ccnsu:¡nate

i+.s long sought-af -rer rne::ger l.¡ith the FrrS. Since l''iarch 'ùhere had. been

;ì e.i¡c,-ia'.'nt-f,in. r¡ig-iieni, lieerìinry olli of pil -,r¡qs:ii¡la rioh:-.ief morn-nq Þùþ r4o____ãv _a__-_*,....__.--eils ar.long

the Socialis*'s" i'To-vr, J:eiveen September l-B and. 21, fol-Lol.ling the Gomullie

pu.rge." -i,he PPS hi6h corr:rna.nd. instiiu-i;ed its oI,In ''purge sessionri" Those

t¡ho s'ci].i olposeðL a mei'ger l¡ere o_uiclúy.Jisciplineii ancl -i;he his'r,ory of

the PPfi l,¡a,s revisecl anC- rer'r:'itten, By ì:he'cirne of the Unifica'tion Con-

,a-râce Jral r'l -ì - írA.TSA-II Oif DeCe¡nbgr 1 5 - J-,he PFS ha,f 1raan *hnrnrr¡r1¡'l r¡ r''1 onnqailvrru r r u ¡lqu pççr¿ u¿lv! vqlirJ*J vrçqtrÐçu

and, t.he official mergeï i¡a-s a ne::e formatity"

ThuS the nev Poli-sh United.,jOrlçer.sT Þarír¡ lpnl*1."'/,'t.ã'a¡,r,.2.r:np\¡ vru¡le âJus¡¿vv4v:s

Partia Robo-rnicza) t+as no more ihan the PFR i¿ith a d.ifferen1; name. Its

Folitbu::o and- Central Co¡:ldtiee -v¡ere heavil..¡ load-ed. l,¡ii,h Pl?R äienbers and.

l¡haiever ;oosts went 'uo forrner Sccial j st,s l^¡ere hel d. by su-ch :rel-iable men

as, for i-nstance,. Cyrankier,r.-cz. Eieru-t ai; ihis tirne l¡as appointed Cha.irrnan

c¡f ihe Central- Corniid-ttee, 'uhe posi-bion of hlghest, authoriiy. It is,

pex'heps, sy:nbolíc that toi,¡a-r'd- ihe end of the Congress," the nei+ ,oarty dis-

pa i,ched. a telegrain of congraiul-aiions to i;ialin on his sixty-nin-bh birthd.ay

and- then, in asserd:ly, bursi in'cc shou.'cs of "Sta-lin, S'le-lin""

Cer-i:ainly , thal- "lead.er of genius" as ihe Corrnunisi:s nolr called
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Stalin, must have been pJ-eased. lrith the ideological platform of the PU!.íP.

'nEvery tend.ency aimed. at loosening collaboration i^¡ith the
Soviet Uni.on", it d.eclateð-, "endangers the very for.lrrdation of the
Peoplers Democ¡a9y in Poland. and., at the sarne time, the ind.epend.ence
of the eorrntry.u'l

The platfor:m, a d.ocument of some f ifteen printed. pages, marked an unequiv-

ocal d.eSnrture from the id.eological J.ine l.¡hÍch had. been follol^ied. by the

PPR under Gomu1ka" Now, the PIJi,¡P, commenting on every aspect of politicat,

social, and. econom-lc coneern, returrred. to an id.eology that bord.ered. on t?re

doctrinaire, orthod-ox, or, rvhat can coÍmon.ly be called. "stalinisto'.

The platfora opened, l¡ith a d.eclaration of purpose:

t'The Polish l¡orking elass movement has been rlrited. . ". on the
basis of counron battles, corlu.on future aspirations, corrülon agreement
in aIL contemporary problems, on the basis of a coumron Ídeol-ogy and.
a corunon aim--the realization of socialism.utö

There follol¡ed. a somewhat d"etailed. d-iscu-ssion of the history of the soeial-

isi; and. Comimist movements in Poland, cond.emning in the process those

tend.encies which betrayeC. the international character of the proletariat

and" collaborated. l+ith rightist, reactione,ry elements" It i+as acknowledged.

that Poland.ts first tnúy revolutionary party of the r,¡orkers had. been the

Prgletariat.9 The work of this -party rn¡as later carried. on by the SDIGit,

the PPS-Ieft, the Comnwrist Party of Poland., anð., fina]-ly, the pTR. But

throughout, these parties had. been threatened. by national-ist and revision-

ist elements which sought to d.estroy the unity of the working class and.

very often succeed.ed. in d.oing so. In this conrrection, the fai}.¡re of the

Polish proletariat to stage a revolutioo in L9O5, l¡hich wor¡ld. have

coincided. with the Russian uprising, is cited. as a case in point.
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Final1y, hcruever, the platform contini.rcd-, the l¡orking r¡asses

were aroused to the trtre nature of Po1ish patriotism and. realized. that

it coul-d. not be separated. from internationalism. This then cuLmirnted-

in the creation of the PUWP, a party d.escendent from the tnre revol-ution-

ary, proletarian movements of Polish history"

After this historical projection, a large sec-tion is d.evoted. to

a d.isci¡ssion of the nature and. ai.ms of a Peoplets Demoeracy. fhere is no

attempt to d.eny i;hat the Peoplers Democracy is geared to special Po1ish

cond.Ítions, but i;¡J-ike the approach ad.opted. by GomuJJra, the temrs of

d.escription carry a singularly d-ifferent tone. The Peoplers Democracy is

no longer the '{Po1ish ivay to socialismtt but t'the way to socialism ... a

new fonn of controlling power by the workÍng masses, led. by the vorking

class, and. brought into being tharrks to the nev¡ historical sittration and-

thanks to the assistance of the UgSR."lO And. while it is not a d"ictator-

ship of the pro1etarLaf,, it nevertheless aj-ns at accomplishing what the

"d.ictatorship" d.id" in the Soviet Union" "The system of Peoplers Democracy

can and. shou.Id" .., effectively realize the basic functions of the d.ictat-

orship of the proletari*tr.rrl} Its raison dretre is no longer the specific

character of Po1ish cond.itions; rather it is the result of exterual forces

such as the Second. llorld lfar and the proxim:ity of the Soviet Un-i-on.

The pJ.atfom lists a ni.mber of achievements wlaich, it says, have

been mad"e possible by the Peoplets Democracy" fhe outstand"ing one, it

claims, inras the defence of the ind.epend.ence and. frontiers of Poland., rvith

cbvior¡s reference to the .'lestern territories and the parb played. by the
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USSR. Economically, Poland. has rtranaged. to effect a rapid. reconstruct-

ion after a \Ia,T which left her brutual-ly woimded.. In add.ition a start

has been n:ad.e tov¡ard. a planned. econony, unemplo¡rment and econonic

crises have been liquid.ated., and the stand.ard. of living of the rvorker

has been imnensely improved.. Among other achievements listed. are

progress in education, better:nent of the lot of working \^romen, and. the

opportrxrities provid.ed. for the youth from workersr and peasantsl homes.

But the main emphasis is placed- on those tasks still ahead. of

the Peoplers Democracy. Accord.ing to the platform, there are basica1-ly

six aims lahich the Peoplets Democracy must attain in the future.

I. The liquid.ation of large capital: this also involves

expulsion of capitalist elements among the peasants"

2" The creation of a totally new state apparatus in plø,ce of

the old. bourgeois rnachinery--by this is meant that the state must be rrrn

by the workers and. that its base mr¡st be widened, so that more people

partake Ín, to use Marxrs phrase, "the ad:n:inistration of thingsr'.

3" An alliance of workers and. peasants: the u'vanguard.rr of

such an al-liance wou[d. be the i.¡orkine class 
"

4. The d.efense of Po1ish sovereignty and. security against

imperialÍst aggression: here t'he platform stresses t'he significance of

the ties with the Soviet Union:

"The cause of consolid.ating ?oland.?s J.ndepend.ence and her narch toward.s
socÍalism is indÍssolubly linked. with the struggle for peace cond.ucted
und.er the lead"ership of the Soviet Union.t'l2

5" The tiquid.ation of alJ. exploiting classes through an inten-

sive class struggle in the cities and" the countryside which r^iill shorten
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the coning of socialism.

6" fhe d.evelopment of econoni-c strengtb through econornic

pranning: in this rnanner Pol-and. is to be tota]-ly rebuirt and. the

rnaterial- cond.itions of the workers greatly bettered..

The co¡¡mon denorn-inator in al.l- these aims, it becomes aptriarent, is the

intensifÍcation of the cl-ass struggle. What this neans, in non-

comrwrist jargon, is that the PIJWP prans to increase the speed. with

which Poland. is to be socialized.,

A great d.eal of space in the platforr j-s d.evoted, to a d.etailed

consideration of the economic steps v¡hich must be taken for Poland. to

evolve from the stage of Peoplers Democracy to socialism" To this end.

the PIJIíP pled.ges itself to strengthen the po\rer of the working class;

imFrove living stand.ard.s through realistic r{ages and. housing constr"uct-

ion; d.evelop work competition as a utsocial-ist method. of increasing work

satisfaction"; root out alJ. forrs of economic nationalism and. consolid.ate

the worker-peasant al-liance " To the peasants it prorn-ises freed.om from

exploitation and. a relentless struggle against capitalism. Thus the plat-

form states that the party wÍlI r:rge an increase of u'cooperative prod.uct-

ion" in the cor.rntrysid.e and. will, in this connection, mobilize the support

of poor and. mid.dle peasants,

The second most iuportant area through which socialism may be

fostered. is consid.ered. to be that of culture" Illiteracy must be r+iped.

out, schools built and. tsachers trained., cultural institutions must be

encouraged. and. scientifie and. artistic development supported.. Culture
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and- the arts generally must create bond.s with ihe ïrasses of the people"

Most vitalfy, a progra;r of ideological ed.ucation rnust be embarked. upon

in the schools and. Marxism-Leninism must become a part of every curricu-

].un.

trühile the spread.ing of isociarist moral.ityuu is urged., the role

of religion is not d.enied.. The platform states without apþaren-E reserva-

tion that

'uthe trnrty supports freed.om of conscÍence and. religious confession,
respects religious feelings of belÍeving people, and. does noì; rrix Ín
internal re.tters of the Church. I'lJ

But, the pratfonm ad.d.s, absolute loyarty is d.emanded. of arl religious

persons and- their beLiefs cannot be a reason for neglecting their
responsibilities to the state. It is the policy of the PUWP to seek out

all reactionary tendencies which erçloit religious beliefs and. to vehemen-

tly oppose any clerical acts ro¡hich are in conflict l¡j-th the progressive

evolution of social and. politieal life, Finalry, it is stated. that the

PUI,IP be].ieves in the

riseparation of church and. stater, and. supports secular schools an¿
all other public institutions.rrl4

The final portion of the platform d.eals with the rol-e and. nature

of the new Cornm.rnist party. The ?ultP is
ttthe vanguard. of the Porish working class .. . the lead.ing force of
the Polish nation ... the party which wirl guide the polish people
to socialj.sm " ". the organizer for the building of the foirndation of
socialism in our fand..r'r)

The actual functioning of the party is to be based. upon the concept of
I'democratic centralismto as for-mrrl-ated by Lenin. fhis means that once a
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decision has been reachecl by the parbyr the *¡hole membership must

supporb it trithout question and. all responsibilities of members are to
be carried. out in accord.ance with that d.ecision. The pullp wirl not
tolerate factions or groups nor any opposition whatsoever to r{arxism-

Leninism' cri-ticism and. particularly serf-criticism are a fund.amentaL

aspect of party life, but they must be rnanifested only through strict
adherence to Marxist-Leninist consid.erations " und.er no circi-urstances

must "internal d.emocracyt' be rni sused f or purposes rqhich are contr ary to
the interests of the party and. the r.rorkÍng class" In short, the party
must ai.m at id-eological unity and. organizatior¡al discipline in its every-
day activities. For its challenge j-s not lim:ited., and. its rore is not
mod.est" nnThe partye', conelud.es the pratfo:mr, rris the r^iisd.om, honor, an¿

conscience of the working 
"l-a"s.,,16

The creation of the Po1ish United. Workerst party and. the d.eclara-

tion of its id.eology rnarked. a ner,,r stage in the evol-ution of polish ConÌnun-

ism" The break lrith the id-eas of Gomullca was sharp, elean and" complete and.

the move in the d"irection of a soviet, stalinist interpretation of Marxism-

Leninism was profound.. That interpretation l{as not yet so1id.ified., but the
PUWP platform took the first rnajor step toward. the consolidation of ortho-
do>cy.

Essentially, the ptatform can be said. to have .i,aken a ner\r approach

in five areas. mooæoç Îne most significant departure from the Gomul_ka

era, is in the field. of Polish-Soviet relations. The ns\{ imFortance given

to the USSR and the Soviet Con¡nunist pa,rty, the recognition of its role as

the most ad.vanced. of soci.alist countries, the emphasis placed on the
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ttsoviet example and experiencet', aII this provid,es a c¡-ue to the change

that has taken place and. i-s a reflection of that characteristic which

now begins to colour alJ. polish Comnrnist thought.

A second. ÈnÈeresêtng development is that part of the ptatform

which urges a r¿orker-peasant al--l-iance. strange though it nay seem,

GomuJJra, who was extremely popurar among 'r,he peasants, usuarry und.er-

estimated theÍr roLe in build.ing social-ism. He depend.ed. almost exclus-

ively on the r'¡orkers¡ partry because this was good. Marxism and. partly
because he und.erstood. the in-{,ransigent feelings of the peasantry toward

comnmism. The fact that the putrfp now gi-ves ar:nos-t, equal priority to
the peasants i s thus an ind.ication ì;hat socialization in the cogntryside

is about to be seriously activated.

fhi-rdJ-y, the rener¿ed importance given to the concept of the

class st-ruggle is also an omen of change. There is not nuch d.ifference

in the theory of the peoplels Democra,cy as it was propounded. by Gomulka,

leaving asid-e the patriotic consid.eration, and" as it is put fogvrard. by

the PUhrP except in the fact that the latter interpretation comes very

close indeed. to being that of a "d.ictatorship of the pro-letariatoo. The

cl-ass struggle, therefore, signifies now that the liquid.ation of capital-
ist, reactionary and. generally anti-Marxist forces will not only be

hastened., but will be r+aged more strenuously and. more bitterry.
Fourthly, the merger of the ppR and. the pps, which, in fact,

initiates the single party system in Poland-, is reason for the Cormunists

to assign an even greater rore to their new party. The pljhip is thus
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d.escribed. not on.ly as the t'vanguard.tt but the 'conscience' as r,rell,

not only as the utorganízer and. lead.ertt bu-b the t,wisd.om* too of .bhe

working class. And. the l¡orking crass, through the party, is one and.

united-.

Finally, of course, nationalism is completely absent from the

platfort of the new party. Interrrationalism is id.entified. with the

Soviet Union; nationalism is associated. with inrperialism and. the forces

of Polish reactj-on. It is this break wíth the Gomulla trreriod. that re-
flects the ne-v¡ d.evelopment in Polish Cormrunist thought; from it are to

be d.erived all other changes.

These five areas received. special treatment from polish Cornmwr-

ist theorists d.i:ring the year L)Lg. The id.eological journal Nowe Drogi

ineessantly returned to questions d.ealing l+ith Poland.ls relationshíp

with the Soviet Union, to the eoncept of the class struggle and its role
within a Peoplets Democracy, to the worker-peasant allj.ance: to the alsost

idolatrous position of the party, and. finall_y, toward. the end. of the year,

as the purge was being completed. and. Gomr:Ika again brought to task, to the

d.anger of nationalism. Much of this was repetÍtion of what had already

been nade abrxrdantly clear by the pul,lp platfonn; but a good. d.ea1 of it
revealed the rigidity that was setting into Pol-ish Coumirnist thought. It
is r,¡orth consid.ering for this if for no other reason.

The first two topics were crosely inter-rerated. To speak of
the Peoplers Democracy meant also to deal with the whole gamut of Soviet

ex¡:erience and. Íts applicability to Pol-and., fhat the Soviet extrerience

was r¡alid. for Pol-and.ts pur¡rose was no longer questioned.. And., said one
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writer, the Peoplers Democraey is a verification of this:
ttfhe peopre ¡ s Demo cracy d.oes not f ollow some new, d,ifferent

road- from that which the Soviet Union took in reaching socialism.
Arthough it is not a mechanicar ðuplication of the ussR road., yetit is identical- in the main points: its basis is a socialist an¿
col-lectivized. econoay, a shazpening of the class struggle and. theliquidation of e>ryloiting elasses, an alliance of the workino eta.ss
rri 4,1^ +1^^ -^^^ ^^-¿- --. tr- ir - -_ - l-ìlrr.r,.n r;ne peasants, r,iith the rr¡orking class as the forefront and the
Marxist-Len-inist workers¡ party as the guiding strength.r,l7

The sa¡ne author ad¡"its that questions of method., forrn, and.

tempo of d.evelop:ment are d.epend.ent upon specific eonditions prevailing

in the countries moving toward. socÍalism. He acl<nowledges that Czech-

osl-ovakiars experience, for instance, cannot be identÍeal to that of

Albania" But he ad.amantly d.enj.es that this is an ad¡rission of the belief
that there are as tnany road.s to socialism as there are countries. on the

contrary, the road. is one; on].y the technical and. rnechanical d.etails

d-iffer" If this r^¡ere not true, then the example of the Soviet Union wou-l-d.

have no meaning and. the scientific character of Marxism wouf-d. be r¡oid.ed..

Polish Cornmunist theorists also ad.vanced. the view that the

historj-e sfgnificance of the people rs Democracy T¡¡as its transitior¡a1

nature as a stage between capitalism and. sociarism. fn many lrays, they

clained., a Peoplers Democtaey can alread.y be cal-l-ed. a socialist state.

In Poland ind.ustrial prod.ilction, transportation, connmmication and. the

banks have become the property of the state. rn þ48 alreaay 60,T per

cent of the national income was created. by the socialj.st sector of the

econoüy, and by the end of L)\9, the figure woul-d reach 65.9 pur 
""nt.f8

The working class r¡¡as clearly in possession of political power and. had,

assused. the responsibility for the nationes economic and. social d.eveloprnent.
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Furthennore, many of the functions of a socialist state r.rere alread.y

being ful:fliLled in Porand. no ress than in the soviet union. Arr this
nade the Polish Peoprets Democr-acy a social-ist state in p,art. But

until all private means of prod.uction were eLirainated. and. the nixed

econolxy liquid.ated. and. urÌtil all alien elasses r,¡ere weeded out, a fuJly
socialist state coul-d. not be realized.. Thus PoLand. remained. somewhere

beû,¡een eapitalism and. sociali.sm while the USSR was at the ad.vanced stage

between socialism and. comnxrism. To catch up poland. had. to rel-y on winn-

ing tbe class struggle. Thus, wrote Bierut,

"there cannot be any question of a freezing of the exÍsting econon-icrelations, no question of the irnriolability of the paralleÍ positions
of the various econo¡ric sectors ... the worhlng el-ass nust car-rry ona ruthress stn:ggre against capitatist elements, must aim at the
complete elim:ination of al]. forms and. sources of econornic exicloÌta.-rrì^'tron. "ry

Outsid.e of the economic area, not even the Church woi.¡l-d. escape

the vigilance of the workers d.rrring the class struggle. fn one of the few

comnents on the church, cyrankiewicz said. d-uring a speech that
rral-L attempts to place the putpit of the Church and. the sacerd.otal
costume at the serryice of those who bring hatred. against the popularity
of the state or 'ç"¡ho help the cland.estine reactionaries r¡iII be punished
with al.l the severity which the lar,¡ d.er¡and.s.'t2O

In this context, the USSR could. be of inrnense ald- to poland. both

internallyr in provid.ing the knorvled.ge and- experience necessary for social-
ist evol-ution, and. exterrrally in proteeting her from the "imperialist an¿

antidemocratic forcesfu that threatened. all socialist states. The potish

Cor'mrrnists believed that given the polarization of forces in the world

between the inrperiarist and. anti-imperialist carnps, the test of true
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internationa,Iism and" d.evotion to the cause of socialism i,roul-d. be the

attitude toward. the ussR. This attitude mlæt be conditioned. by the

fact that Po].and.rs sovereisilty can only be guaranteed. by the m:ight of

her Soviet neighbour.

But if Porand. was to reach socialism, even r"¡ith the help of

the soviet union, the class struggte wouj_d have to receive its most

intensive support in agriculture. Here the Polish Comrmrnists seemed.

to be resurrecting Lenints old. dictum i;hat the r,ray to socialism passes

through the countrysid.e, and that until agriculture were col-l-ectivized.

a country could. not become socj-alist. This r¡ras a principle as d.ifficult
to apply to Porand. as it was in Leninrs tine inRussia. rn r9\9, pol-and.

was stj-ll pred'oninantly an agricultural nation with approxirnately two-

third-s of her population involved. in agrarian work. Whatever industry

existed was concentrated- in corrparatively few regions or cities which

r'¡ere not representative of the Polish economy. Furthermore, the polish

peasantry t¡as l-ittle d"ifferent in its attitude toward col-lectivization

from the Russian fazrmers of the lplOts, The PoLish peasants were highly
ind.ivid.ualisti-c, d.istrr:sted. most for:ns of fazm cooperation, an¿ were

cerfainly ad.arnantly opposed to the Marxist concept of a collective country-

sid.e.

Thus to transfoma a nation with such a large agrarian population,

al-most unanimously opposed to farm socialism, into a collective society

would. be a gargantua.n task" To d.o it at the speed. which ihe polish

com¡aunists Tlow d.esired. night very werl be.ar_¡- impossiblê.tÆ:Êliç.
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No one realized. this be-tter than the Cormm-ists themselves.

But that did not d.isrnay their a¡nbitions. on the contrary, their
reaction was to seek the most effective means possì.ble by rvhich the

harshest d.ifficulties corrld. be arleviated.. They saw, therefore, that
by advocatÍng an al-Iiance beti^¡een the worlcing class and. the peasants

t'¡ith small and- mid-dle-sized. hold.ings, the battle against free enterprise
in agrÍcr,úture would be inaneasurably aid.ed..

It is an irony of the CormmÍsts t tactics that they always seek

to aggrand-ize and entice those whom ttrey intend. to ¿nd.erruine. Und.er

Gomi:lka, when the subject of collectivÍzatÍon tended. to be evad.ed- by the

Polish cormunists, little was said. about the p,easantry. Nolr that the

dri"ve tor'¡ard- socialization in the coltntrysid.e had. become an avornre¿ policy,
the conmtinists almost naturally began paying greater attention to the role
of the peasant. Thus they eall-ed for an alliance between worker and

peasant, an alliance which, said. the theorists, worrld. d.estroy the "l-ast
rennants" of fragrant capitalism in porand.. And. no sooner d.id. they mention

the need. for it than the al-Liance arread.y came into existence,
onThis movement (worker-peasant alti¿i1""¡rr, said. one wri.ter,u'arose because the i+orking cIãss perceÍved the face of the class

enerr\y in the countrysid.e, because it recognized. more vividry yerits hegemonic role as the lead.er of the t¡õrkers and. peasantl on theroad. to socialism.tt2l

While this statement would. ind.icate that the rvorkers were being given a

disproportionately important role in this al-liance, the cormrwrists stressed.

the benefits that wouJ-d. accrue to the peasants. rt wourd, they said, raise
the political consciousness of the peasant fiÞsses which they claiured. ha¿

been d'elud.ecl by the reactionary Miirolajczyk and. hj.s now non-extant peasant



tr-l
/t.

Party. rt r,¡ould. make the peasants the beneficiaries of the bes.c

trad-itions of the working elass, wourd. mobilize their strengths

against the co¡rnon enemy, and v¡ould. tie then to the most progressive

class in Polish society.

rn fact, said. the porish commmists, the 
'.rorker-peasant

alriance had- al-read.y shown itself capable of a r:nited. struggle against

reactionary elements. rn this regard. they pointed to the initiar_
agricuJ-tural reform that had. been und.ertaken in poland., the d.efeat of
ittikolajczyk, and- the results of the el-ections to the sejm (parliarnent)"

A]-I these su-ccesses, it rrras claimed.¡ l+ere the resirl-t of the al-l-i.ance,

But the work ahead. r,¡as to be more challenging yet, The Commrxr-

ists Ín particular urged. the peasants to show more initiative and. more

enthusiasm for future goals. They v¡ere not to rook upon the arriance
as a philanthropíc arrangement; they liere to become more active and. to
uthelp themselves", while cowrting on the support of the r¿rorkers" The

comrunist theorists, paying special attention to fairn rrrorkers, urge¿ a

systenatic mobilization of the great number of peasants against the

capitalist rainority" flrey pointed. to the fact that only ten per cent of
the peasantry was in the l_atter classification"

A'i; the sa,:ne time they stressed- the need. for an enlargement of
peasant membership in the puvfp. Accord.ing to their figures, in rp4p, of
Lt359toL2 members on].y ZJpro7f or 1p.r per cent, were peasa,nts.Z2 fhis
r''¡as taken to be a clear ind.ieation that the party had. not mad-e a suffic-
ient impact on the cowrtrysid.e.
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The en'rphasis given to the lrorker-peasant alliance by the Comnwr-

ists can be explained. by three motives " fhe fírst and. most overu, no

d-oubt, l+as the propaganda value of the camFaign: it r,¡oi-rtd. enhance the

rore of the peasants, associate ihen with u,progressive' sociar forces,
and-, in the process, perhaps lreaken their resistance to collectivizati.on.

Second-Iy, by allying the peasants i.¡ith the workers, the Cornrnurrists hoped.

in fact to make cl-ear the common problems of ercploitation which they faee

at the hands of capitatists. Such an ar,Íareness night conceivably encour-

age the peasants of low and. average means to rebeL against the relatively
rich minority, Lastty, and most significantly, the arl-iance had. the

value of making it possible for the PUWP to speak on behalf of a greater

mass of the popuration. since the party was, in fa,ct,, synonJ&ous with
the r'¡orkers, the alliance r^ras actr:aIly between it and" the peasants. And_

while the PUI{P r¡as stil-l- to rer:,ain the party of the r,iorking class, it nor.r

took upon itsel-f the responsibility for the fate of the peasants. pLtt

another way, the party coul-d. now consid.er itself as representing the

interests of the peasants no less tlran those of the workers. such a

position would' in theory, if not ín practice, provide rationa't gr.ognd.s

for the policy of coll-ectivization.

But the PIITIP sought to make its appeal- even wÍd.er. Realizing

that its party membership represented" oirly a sma]-l fraction of the totat
Polish population, the theorists d.iscomted. the view that non-members

were to have onry a nini¡ml infl-uence upon party poricy" euoting stalin
and- Lenin in supporb, the Polish Conmr:nfsts d.eclared. that cl-ose relations

between the PLDIP and. the nnsses of non-rnembers were absolutely essential.
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One contributor to Nowe Drogi wrote as fol_Lows:

"Ties r,¡ith the masses v¡ho d.o not ber-ong to the party, that
is the factor r+hich gives the party strength, erasticity, and the
abitity to struggle and win. The lack of tÍes rvith the non-
affil-iated- creates the r,¡eakening of the party¡ its deconposition,
its sÍckness.no23

In the sanre article, Bierut is quoted. as saying that

'nthe strength of the party d.epend.s on the fact that not on-ty its
menbers, but also the nany m:ilIÍons of non-mernber rEorkers, peasants,
interlectuals, r,¡omen, youth--the great rnajority of rvorking people--
see the party as a-rl (instn:nent) which blazes for the polish nation
the right and. just road to d.eveloprænt,r,24

This und.erstand.ing anong the masses Ïras stated. to have been the strength

of the PPR during the war when, accord.ing to the Communists, it was able

to carry on effective resÍstance against the Gerrnans because of its 1arge

popular support.

Nor.¡ it was the task of the PUhfP to attract all progressive

elements of Porish society, proretarian and. non-proletarian, in ord.er to

make use of the vast talents avaj.La,ble in the country. Without the ai¿

of the vast resoul'ces of the nation, which frequently lie outsid.e the

party membership, Poland. could. not fulfit her plans for post-war reconstruc-

tion much less attain socialism" The party canrrot be expected. to d.o every-

thing by itself; it must organize non-party associations, must mobilize

non-members and. d.eregate tasks to al]. sectors of the population. The

Co¡mrunists placed. partici:Iar emphasis on the need for organiza1ions of

such nature as the League of l,lomen, the union of polish youth, peoprers

councils, the union of Peasant self-Herp, and. the trad.e wrions. Not alr
of these had thei:: relationship to the party properly d.efined,
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The PI-IrIP membership was i:rged- to recognize the value of assoc-

iation with these organizatj-ons. The League of Women must receive the

par.byts every support because it is a bod.y whose members can have vast

irrfluence over the youth of the country. rn ad.ðition the trnrty must

aid-, educate and. train lromen in ord.er to raise their r'¡hole social status.

As for the youth themselves, there must be a concerted effort to rnake

them acquainted. with the party and. its id.eology, to prepare them for
future responsibility in the interests of social-ism. The youth nru.st be

tar.:ght t'to love and. respect the païtl¡ to see in it its teacher and.

gr:-Ld.ance. "25

sim:ilarly, the party must find. approval arnong the nation¡s

intelligentsia. rt mtrst e>qploit, in the interests of the couniry, the

tal-ents of intellectr:a.ls and. professionars. yet, at the sa,me time, it
should. d.evelop its oi,¡"n intelligentsia, one profound.ly j.nterested. in the

rot of the working eJa,ss, and. irrevocably attached. to the party and. its
goals.

However, the most important and. effective J-ink beti"¡een the party

and the masses must be the trad.e unions. Accord.ing to the polish Cormm-

ists, the trad.e unions are,
u'i.n fact, that connection betr+een (trre two) which uphold.s the long
ties of the party with the working nasses, whigh keeps its hand oa
the pulse of their emotj.ons, their hopes . ",'t26

Since the trad.e unions are u'independentfi of the PUWP, most of their members

not belonging to the p.rby, they are in an excelrent posi-tion to express

and. refleet the sentiments of the workers" This they nust be relied. upon

to d.o; and. to this use the party must put them.
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ft r.¡as thus, accord.ing to commm-ist theory, the task of every

party mernber to n,ake the l¡id.est possible contacts with that segment of

the poptilation which does not belong to the party. I,ihÍle admitting that

their aim is not an easy one, the Comni-urists neverthel-ess enjoÍn the

party ne¡rbership to pursue it from day to d.ay and. not onl-y in critical
tj-nes. This must go hand. in hand- with the party¡s a¡:bition to better

the stand.ard. of living for the workers. For

"the ties of the party r,¡ith the ürasses can be defend.ed., d.eepened.,
wid.ened", and. strengthened. only by a d.aity struggle to improve theirliving cond.itions .., fulfillÍng their every-d.ay need.s, their med.ical
requireuents, and. the-.lituidation of old.-fashioned. social, econornic
and cultural method.s.ttz'(

There is reason to believe in consid.ering this attenpt by the

theorists for a rìass appear for the party, that they were seeking in a

Ílanne-r a substitute for the now cond.emned. natÍonalism which had. previously

served. as an effective cry for writy. Since they could. or r¿¡or.¡l-d. not appeal

to the Po1ish people on a patriotic base, there had. to be another unifying

force. The party provid.ed. this u'substitutef'. It was a perfectly natural

organ for the Con¡:runists to resort to in vj.ew of the role and. meaning

which the party had. for them. I,lere the party to become a s¡m.ibor of

national un-ity, then the Conmr:nists Ín Poland. rright well have solved. their
most serious problem of the post-Gomu.lka era. fhis prospect explained. the

continued. efforts of Polish Comnun^ist theory to present the party, not oirly

in Íts riarroT¡r sense as the organ of the working class¡ but as a political
organization interested. in the wel-fare of alJ- segments of the population,

except those obvioirsly reactionary and. antagonistic toward socialism.

combined. with this atternpt to popularize the pørty, the co¡nmunists



continued- their attacks on irationarist d.eviation. Late

condemnations vere given a further impetus by the trial-
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t9)+9 tnese

Laszlo

Rajk in Hungary for charges simil-ar to those levied against Gomulka

in tpl+B and prior to that against Tito by the cominfom. The potish

cormunists had- been waging a stead.y word. attack upon yugoslavia con-

sistently since Gomulkats d.emotion, but the polenric became espeeially

sharar and bitter nol¡ that another najor purge was in progress in a

conmunist state. rn Ncnnre Drogi, Rajk r.¡as d.enouneed. as a Titoist, a

nationa.List, reactionary, an ttenemy of the rn¡orkersn, and a rotraito"".2B

significantly, his triat was used. as a pretext to reopen the case of

Gomrrka and, inevitably, to make comparisons, rn ,che sa¡re issue of

Ngwe Drogi., ochab accused. Gomulka of practicing Titoism and. brand.ed. his
nationalist-rightist inclinations no less dangerous than those of Rajk.29

rn the following month, November, Gomulka was again for:narty

brought to task at a plenary session of the party. He was charged. with

"lack of vigilance" against rrotskyites, the use of polish patriotism

as a factor in d.eterriining party appointments, and., finarly, in the most

trunped. up charge of al.l, \^ras accused. of responsibility for the d.eaths

d-uring the war of his pred.eeessors in the office of secretary-general of
the PPR. The severity of these charges, coming d.uring a period. in which

Stalinism was being eonsolidated. in Po1and., was so extreme as to amoun-E

to virtual treason. But the courageous Gomul-ka refused to grovel. Instead.

he tm-leashed a counter attack" He claimed that if he had. erred id.eologically

then so had. practicalry all members of the pa,rty who, he said., had. once

supported. his vier^¡s and. agreed. with them. He dena,nd.ed. to ir:row vhy he alone

lvas being prosecuted.,

t-n

of
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But the parby was in no mood. to answer such questions and_,

though lacking the satisfaction of a recan,tation from Gomr:-lka, wasted.

no time in cond-emning him. It expe]-led. him from i;he Central Comrittee

and. forbådehim to participate in any party r,rork, in effect annurling

his party membershi-p. Thus, l¡hen the plenary session end.ed. on Novenrber

lJ, Gom-irka and. the "porish road. to sociarism', had. been d.isposed. of.
Exactly one week earlier, Konstantin Rokossowski, pol-ish-born Marshal

of the soviet union, at the request of the pol_ish government, became

conrmand-er-in-Chief of the Polish arned. forces, Minister of iilational Defence.

and. mernber of the prMp politbu"o"3O

The appointment of Rokossor.¡ski and. the expulsion of Go¡rul¡a

brought to an end. the one-year interregnum d.uring which *national

cornm¡xrismto went into eclipse. since the end. of lp48 the new polish

Cor¡mrnist hierarchy had. been engaged. in the task of consolid.ating the

transition to Stal-inÍsm" Now it rras prepared. to embark upon an id.eologi-

cal- route that was in keeping with the Li:xe¡rbu.rgist trad.ition of polish

Comnunism. To that trad.ition woirld. be ad.d.ed. the goal of making a thing

of the past the ethical consid.eration expressed- by GorouJ-ka, in the folloi,¡-
ing words, as he faced. his prosecutors: t'For me, it is d.iffici-itt not to
say wbat r think."3l
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THE STALINTST PMIOD

The nerq year lllo d.awned bright for the orthod.ox lrÍng of polÍsh

cornrnunism. Looking back upon the past five years, the ,starinists,, 
i,¡ho

now held porrer, nay werr have been proud. of the record r,¡hich enabled. them

to attain success. Nothing Ï¡as left of Mikolajczyk and. his peasant party,
the Polish soclalists were either purged. or swa.r-lov¡ed. up by the o'erger

that was the puwp, and. Go¡rurka, Bienkowskr, Marian spychalski and other
ttrightists-nationårists* 

r.¡ere in jail, disgraced. and. d.emoted., awaiting
perhaps a 'i'rorse fate " Not only were all remnants of ttnational colsnunism,,

dispelled from within the pllltp but the party no!¡ prepared to put into
fr:-11 force its orthod-ox id-eas: to speed up the production of heavy ind.ustry,
to col-lectivize the countrysiðe, to intensify the struggre against ar1
opposition" Thus as þlo opened., the futuse seemed to offer pro*ising
prospects for Bierut and. his foll_olrers.

There \^ras one outstanding problem, however, that had. not been

d'ea1t with as yet. And. to it, the Polish corn:nwrists, in those initial-
days of L95ot turned their attention. since 1945 little time hacl been

d"evoted to the question of religion, or, more specifically, the iìo¡:an

catholic chrrrch. This is surprising in vier.r of the cathoric churchrs

trad'itional opposition to Commurrlsm, but even more so when consid.ering

the extent of its infr-uence in porand.. As a resur-t of the war, and. the
consequent changes in the countryrs triopuration, nearly !B per cent of
Poles were Ro¡:an cathorics in rg\j" This meant that of the !o nrirlion
catholics in con¡rnrnist state s, 23 nr-iJ-rion, or nearly half , lived. in
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Poland. fn ad-dition, the Catholic Church in potand. had. a historical
id-entification l¡ith Polish nationalism, the most recent instance of
t¡hich had been ex¡gressed by its anti-Gen¡an resistance record.. The

chirrch was thus not onry infLuentiat but extremely popular among the

lïlasses.

This explains the cautiousness r.rith i^¡hich the Communists

frequently approached. the question of their relationship to the Church.

Betr.¡een 191+5 to 1949 the natterr.¡as al-rnost never publicly d-i.scussed. by

the party; the issues of Nowe Drogi from L/+.( to the end of rp4p eontain

no attempt at an id.eological consid.eration of Church-State relations and.

references to the subject are fei,¡ and. far betr.¡een. The pUWpis platform

of December 1948 had- merely touched the problem lrhen, in a short statement,

it declared the ind.epend.ence of the Chrrrch r,¡hile d.eraand.ing of Ít loyatty
in the affairs of State.l This official line rvas reiterated- earty in
L949 by Aleksand.er Zawad.ski, a member of the politburo and. later head. of
state when, in a speech, he said.:

llrT'lra .m¡t.r ;rr¡s IÆr "v tloes not fight against religion, but it does not toleratethe interference of the Church in politicaj- affairs. ft d.enand.s thatthe clergy show proof of absolute loyalty.il2

Thus for some time the partyts officiar theoreticar position crearly
supported- the coexistence of the Church and. lr{arxism, eaeh ivithÍn its olrn

specifi-c sphere. The party consequ.entty mad.e no sustalned eff ort at
und'ern'rining the lÍfe of the chureh. rt ti¡rited- its activities to rnaking

use of whatever anticlerical feelings existed in the country but lvithout
any large-scal-e mobilization a.nd. without any attempt at an ai ].-ou¡ propa-

gand.a war" rt even r^¡ent so far as to exclude from the early agrarian
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reform, l-and. belonging to the Church.

For ìts part, the Chrrrch ¡nras also wary of becon-ing involved in
an outright clash i.iith the governrnent. It couj-d. not very well hid.e its
antipathy toward. Coir¡nunismts "atheistic and. materialistic'r philosophy

but it d.id- not choose to d.isagree with the par*byrs economic an¿ social
policies. As it was, it saw the long overd.ue need for l-and. reform and.

viewed v¡ith favor such programs as the nationalization of heairy ind.ustry.

Thus in spite of relatively ur-ild. polemical exchanges, the Chr.lrch an¿ the

party rnanaged. to avoid. serious clashes. Sometimes the party even went

out of its r'ray to aid. religion; it all-owed. Cathol-ic publications, contrib-

uted. to the reconstruetion of church bulrd.ings, and sent some of its
d.ignitaries, among them Bierut, to religious ceremonies.

This obviously ixrnatural relationship, from the Marxist vic:¡-
point, cou.ld. not continue for long. The first serious rupture was

instigated by the Chr:rch itself, although it originated in the Vatican,

not Poland.. 0n Jr:1y lJ, l-949 the Vatican issued. a d.eeree excommunicating

those Catholics who belonged to the trn.rty or supported it. The partyls

reaction was irmæd.Íate and vehement: it not only condemned. the d.ecree

but r^¡azned. that it v¡ouJ.d. prosecute all attempts to carry it out. Simul-

taneously, i-t approved. laws that woul-d nake it an offense, pwrishable by

a prison term, to refuse sacr:a,ments to citizens for politicar opinions

or aetivities" From this time onward, then, the Chr.rch-State controversy

erupted- into a sharp and bitter word battle.

Toward- the end. of the yea'r, as porish comnunism ad_opted. the
tustalinist'r mantle, it felt itsetf in a stronger position to embark on a
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frontal attack upon the Church. The motivation came not only from the

increased. oppositi.on of the prÍrp.te of pol-and, Archbishop stefan

l,riyszynski, but also from the pllwprs annoyance at having to torerate a

rival source of power within the corrntry. It was thus no less an id.eo-

logical d.issatisfaction r,¡ith the position of the Church as a politically
expedient one that pronpted. the party to take action.

On Janua;rY 23, fplO the party seized. the Churchts largest welfare
organizatl-on, Caritas, claiming its fund.s had been used. for political aims

against the state. This action was immed.iately follolred. by a vitriol-ic_.
hoeèååe attack upon the church hierarchy and. by the end. of Jam:ary

cu-l-minated. in the arrest of more than loo priests, nuils, and. monks. As

it was," combined- l+ith a pend.ing government proposal to seize all Church

estates in excess of 2Jo acres, the Roman cathoric hierarchy had. good.

reason to fear a d.isastrous fate.

rt may thus have felt itseJf justified in acced.ing to a far-
reaching agreement with the government on April L\, Lgro, the first such

agreement to be mad.e betr,¡een a Cornmwrist state and. a Rornan Cathol-ic Church.

The accord. ranged- over the entire field. of church-state relations and. for
this reason provid.ed" an insight into the id.eorogicar position of the

Polish Conim-mists in relation to religion and. the Churchrs rol-e in polan¿"3

rn part, the document amor:nted to a set of obrÍgations to be

ft;l-filled- by the church and. meant to Linit its scope of activities. rt
was specifically stated. that the party l¡ould recognize the pope as the

su"preme authority in matters of ¡rfaith and eccl-esiastic jr.rrisd.iction" but
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matters" the Episcopate r.¡as to be guid.ed. by the rtpolish

f'hus the church was to instruct the clergy to inculcate

respect for state J.ar¡r and. state authority and. cooperate fu1ly with the

governmentrs prog::ams for the reconstruction of porand.. The church

hierarchy r+ras to "oppose the ¡'r-isr:se of religious feelings for antistate

activityffi and. punish all- clergy guilty of associating nith antigovernnen-

tal u'erjminal ..' rrnd.ergrounð band.sot, Moreover the Episeopate \,Ias enjoined.

to ask the vatican to give d.e facto recognition to poland.ls post-r+ar

trlestern boundaries" The question of agricultural reorganization r.ras more

specifically dealt with:

'rAccepting the concept", said. the agreement, "that the churchrs
nission can be implemented. within varíous soció-econo¡aic structures
established- by secular authority, the Episcopate will explain to theclergy that it should. not oppose the d.evelopment of coopãratives inrurar areas because alr cootrrerati¡¡es are essentialry baãed. on theethical concept of hr.¡man nature.tt4

rn return for these obrigations, the party mad.e a nu¡nber of
concessions to the church. caritas was to be reestablished. as the

Association of Catholics, religious ed.ucation was not to be restricted
any further, public worshíp was to be free of Ínterference, and. consj.d.er-

ation was to be given to land. and. institutional need.s of the Church.

I{either sid-e clained. that ii; had. satisfied. its id.eological

convictions nor d.id either adrait luo ârff ideological sacrifice. Both the

Church and. the party viel¡ed the agreement as the onj.y possible course lxrd.er

the circumstances. Negotiations, said. an Episcopate corrununique, were
r¡earried on araid.st mowrting d-iffÍculties caused- by insurnroqntab.l-e id.eo-

logical differencestt. 5
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llhether the Chureh had actually compromised its id,eological

position, d.epend.s, of cor.rrse, on the vier,¡ one tal<es of Roman cathoric

d"octrine. But since that doctrine usualJy looks askance at Chr.lrch-

state setrnration, which r.¡eakens its ovn position, it may be said. that

the EpÍscopate rnad.e the greater id.eologÍcal- eoncession. Insofar as its
agreements vere with a Conmu¡rist state, the Church also may be consid.ered.

to have gained. a victory by being given recognition as supreme in matters

of faith and. morals.

tsven if it did. not fuLfil its ultimate ideological ambition,

the party tEent a long i"ray towards d.oing so. The agreement accomplished.--

on paper at least--the separation of Church and- State and. this could, only

serve as the begirrning of what the Polish Con¡trnists hoped. worrld. be the

eventual subjugation of the Episcopate. The comiunists had., as wel], got

the church to agree to nake no Jud.gments on party policy in social and.

economic field.s and. to cleanse its ranks of antistate clergy. But even

more significantly, -rhe party was successfrrl in mobiLizing the support of

the Church for its econonic programs, including cotlectivization. The

l-atter r,fas certairrJ-¡' ¿ nrajor victory"

By this agreement, the Polish Conunu¡_ists, did. not, of course,

make ar¡y reconcilj-ation between Marxism and. religion. nhis they believed

neither possible nor desirable. fhe uttimate aim to liquidate the Church

remained. a fwrd.amental tenet of Pol-ish Comä.inist thought. The agreement,

in fact, seemed. pe:rreated with the od.our of political expediency and. while

the church rvas recognized. as having a social firnction to fulfil, the
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theoreticar cor¡nitment on the part of the commrnists to the conce'pt

of co-existence seemed. l-ike a nird. concession. rn l95o the party rvas

in no mood to tolerate the continued. prospect of the eterna.l- existence

of a bod.y ou-tsid-e its authority and. in a position of ne,tional rivalry.
consequently, accord.ing to conrnunist theorists, there was no room in
the proletarian state for two sources of power. Religion continued- to

be considered. a bourgeois institution with reactionary, anti-proletarian

proclivities. The agreement of L95O, from the Connru¡ist point of view,

was thus no more than a mod.us vivend.i " The couïse of church-state

relations dtiring the next three years, which cul-minated. Ín Septenrber 1ç)lJ

t+ith the arrest of Cardinal Wysz¡mski, seemed. to bear out this appraísal.

i¡Iith the questÍon of religion generally resolved in their favour,

the Porish commwrists, early in rp)O, could- turn their attention-ro

implementing their orthod.ox econornic and. agricultural ideas. These v¡ere

contained. in the new six-Year P1an, annormced. on Ju1y LJ aL the Fifth
Plenum of the partyts Central Comnittee. None of the Ptanrs id.eol-osical

f oirndations were acttrally nert from the point of view of Soviet ssçlnemi c

nl qn_a¡'nc

Minc, the Plants chief architect and. nor'¡ Poland.ts virtual economic

boss, said. at the Pleni.¡m that the party had. Iong failed. to ernbraee Bolshevik

method.s in ind.ustry and. agricuJ-tr.rre and. d.ecriecl tend.encies which d.eviated.

from the Sowiet approach. He called. f or a I'Bolshevik alrþroacht' in aII

spheres of economic lÍfe, in plarrning, management, prod.uction, and. socialist

contpei;ition. Specifically he rejected. what ire called. the bourgeois theory

of a t'd.eclining rate of gror,rbh in indu.stryn', a i;heory which rr¡ouJ-d have
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claj-med- that Poland-ts full potential coul-d. be realized. onJ.y in critical
and thatperiods, such as the irruned.iate post-war yearsf :thereafter, a d.ecrine

in grow-bh had. to follow necessarily. But socialist planning, accord.ing

to Minc, woul-d. achieve the maxj¡ü¡n resu-l-ts r.¡ithout any d-ecline in pro-

duction and. even in times of relative prosperity" euoting profusery

from stalinrs r,iritings, MÍnc arso criticized. the past tend.ency among

Po1ish Corunwrists to set low goals for fear that the ul-timate could. not

be reached.. A proper social-ist economic plan, he said., must aim at the

highest possible achievenrents takine it for øranted- that, the pec4üe will
respônd entirely"6

it{inc obviously meant what he said. because the Six-year plan

ind.eed envisioned a rate of ind.ustrial d.evelopment that coirld. onty be

terrmed meteorie" The average yearly increase in the nation¡s output r,ras

to be fl- to 12 per cent and. ind.ustriat prod.uction was to grow by about 20

per cent annually" lvlachine build.ing, for instance, ltas to increase by

164 per cent over the six-year period.. There was no attempt at hid.ing the

fact that output of prod.ueers I good.s wor¿ld. be the cornerstone of the econolgr:

by L955 it r¿¡as to reach 63"6 per cent of the total- ind.ustrial output.

If i'{inc was out to nake Poland- an ind.ustrial nation in six
short years, he also had. intentions of fÍnally rid.d.ing her of all capital-

ist elements. t'rhe six-year plantt, he saÍd., t'is a general sociarist

offensive against capltalist elements in the cities and. coqntrysid.e."7

He pointed to the Plan as a systenatic, categorical battte against the
t¡class eneny":
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t'There can be no talk of build.ing socialism in the cities and
farrns without a systernatic v¡eakening and. in the end. d.estruction of
the still strong economic position which agrarian capitalists occupy.
The existence of peasant capitalists . . . end.angers the economi c õ
d,evelopment of agriculture and. even of the whole national econoûqy."o

The Six-Year Pl-an thus nad.e provision for intensified. collectivization,

Investment in cooperative nachine tractor statj-ons was to be increased.

tenfold and by the end. of L)JJ,20 lo 2j per cent of porandrs total
cultivated. area r,¡as to consist of ltprod.ucerst cooperativeÊtt. This, com-

bined. with state farms, worrld. nean that one-third. of the countryfs

agriculture would. be in the |tsocialist sectort'.

Quite aptly, Minc end"ed his d.iscu-ssion of the Plan by stressing

the importance of greater econonic d.epend.ence upon the Soviet Un-1on. At

the sa¡ne time he repeated that Poland. had. rnany lessons to lear-n from the

USSR and. wou1d. be wise to follow the Bol-shevik road. to econorn-lc progress.
toThis and. only this road.n', h. said., ,,J-ead.s to the rnaximum growth

of creative strength in all Peoplets Democracies and. to the constrrrct-
ion of socialism in these countries. This and. only this road. is a
guarantee of the ðevelopment of these nations and. their real ind.epen-
dence. t'9

In L)JZ, Polish Comnrrnist ideology viewed the building of

social-ism as a d.ognatic process not onJ-y in the field of the econorny but

Ín aLL spheres of national life" rt is not surprising, therefore, tha.t

the need. for a new, up-to-d.ate constitution was soon realized." fhis was

logically in step with the StalinÍst construction of socialism. In L936,

when he had" alread.y turned the Soviet Union into a p.rtially socialist

state, Stalin d.ecid.ed that it rn¡as time for a new constitution. He explained.

its ideological justification in the foLlor.¡ing marurer:
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utfhe new constitution is a suffiì¿rry of the trnth that has
been traversed., a sumlary of the gains alread.y achieved.. rn
other word.s, it is the registration and. regislative embodiment
of v¡hat has alread.y been achieved. and. won in actual- fact."fO

sorne !6 years l-ater Bierrrt, speaking before the porish pa,rria,urent on

the subject of a new constitution, echoed Stalints r,,¡ord.s.

"A constitution shoul-d be the sum and. balance
realized social, political, and. eeonomic changestt,
leader said.u

of alread.y
the Polish

Biertrtrs entire aðd.ress, in fact, amormted. to no more than a p,ara-

phrasing of l¡hat stalin had. v¡ritten j.n L%6" There r¡ras surery some-

thing sylbolic in the fact that Bierut shoul-d. use those theoretical

arguments for a nern¡ constitution which starin had. propound.ed for a

sitnilar d"ocr::nent a quarter of a century ago in the soviet union.

Since L94-7 t Pol-and. had. had. a provisional r¡Smal-lt' Constitution

which had. been retained. only because the Con¡iwrists had given little
attention to drar¡ing up a new one. fhus by L)Jz it rras not at all-

representative of Polish society and. r^¡as cl-oser to reflecting the poland.

of pre-cormunist d.ays. rn Lg|,o there had. been an extensive reforn in
local ad¡n:inistration and. the Corrrormists lrere thus prepared. to approve a

ner,¡ national constitution which would. reflect the tenor of Conmun_ist

Poland..

rn his speech, before the sejm approved. the constitution on

JuIy 22t Bierr¡-t stressed that the docunent r^¡ould. be an expression of the

revolutiornty achLevements of Polish Con:nunism. He pointed to the fact
that since L)L+J, the Conmunists had. been waging a consistent battle with

capitalistic elements and. it was now time to give l¡ritten corifin¡ation to
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their successes. FurtherïIore, he claimed. that poland. had. nor.¡ reached.

the stage where political freed.oms could be accord.ed. to all citizens
since most reactionary el-ements had. been el-iminated. from polish life.
Bierrrt inplied. that it \"ras preÍra,ture to speak of democratic rights
before L)JZ because economic freed.om then r,ras noi; yet a rearity. Thus,

he stated, there could- be no politicat freed.om without the freed.om from
unemplo¡roaent, from econonic erises, from exploitation. cou*tries l-ike
the united. states, France, the united Kingdom could. not boast of having
democratic societies because they had not solved- their econonlc problens.

Poland, hor'iever, I{as novi in a position to enact a d.emocra-r,ic constitution
based. on the mosi profomd. of hunan 1iberties.

Bierutts concept of the Conmwrist constitution i,¡as entÍrely
Stalinist' He sar¡ it as characterized. by five specific features. The

first, already mentioned., lras that it came after the fact, after the
soeiety had been changed" and rvas merery an expression of that transforua-
tion' contrary then to the American constitution, the comrunist d.ocument

was a prod.uct of social forces, not their for"¡rulator. Its role was to
record. what had. already been achieved., not to shape the future. second.ly,

Bierut saw the constitution as proceed.ing from the fact that the capitalist
system was in the process of liquid.ation. rts found.ations, therefore, rdere

the u'pillars of socj-alismu' and. the constitution erubod.ied those prÍncipres
of freedom and- rights which rrere an inherent part of the socialist system.

Thirdry the Pol-ish comnrrrrist constitu-tion atso d.iffered. from western

constitutions in that the latter placed. the guidance of the state in the


