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ABSTRACT

Hitherto, critielsm of the 01d High German Ph:¡siologus

has been preoccupied ¡lith the philological and Ì¡-istorÍcal-

problens ¡shieh ft raÍses" ïmportant as these are, researeh

must, not stop here" the document,rs laek of discri¡ninatÍon in

its presentation of zobLogical materÈal has led seholare to

depreeiate Íts value and to consider it an example of a

regressfve attitude in the fieLd of natural science. The t,ext

throrrs up additional problems which cannot be understood by

the application of scientlfic standa¡ds.

The attempt to understand t'he real meaning of the

Physíologus Leads to a consideration of tlre relationshlp of

syurbollsm to the processes of the t¡neonscious nind as set forth

by C. G. Jung. In this conte:rt Ju¡gts st'udÍes of rellgiont

alchemy, and raybh offer an insight Ínto the te:cù t¡hich has so

far been obscured. å. somewhat veileil but nevertheless remark-

abLe correspondenee is discovered bet¡qeen the naturalistie

material- of the Pbysiologus and the universal motifs of nybh,

fairy-tale, and relígion. Partier¡lar1y in the relation of the

Ph¡rsiologus to alchemy, for which Jr:ng has postulate¿ ¿ npsychietr

baekgrounde cêft the effeetiveness of the docunent be seen and

rurderstood.
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Mythical motifs occurring in the PhFtologus can onJ-y

be understood as the product of universal proc€gses of the

uneonscious ynind. Jung has called the part of the ¡rind in which

such processes take place the ncolleetive unconscíousw. His

study of the rtcollective unconseioustt shows the importance of

understanding and aecepting its symbolical manifestation.

Thís casts new IÍght upon the Ph]æiologus' trühereas

crLtics formerly found it difflcult to understand its popularity

and effeetiveness during the I'Itddle Ages, it is now found that

this iras due to the dynanic force of unconscious processes whfch

operate i,n its synrboltsm, This makes a revâluation of the

Physiologus imperative. Rather than a regressive form of

natural science it can be understood as a symbollcaL docr¡'ment

wíth great value for the sptritual tife of the Middle å.ges.

The syrnbolieal fomulatlon of religioos thenes in tbe

physiotogus is unique in that it represents not only a mentaL

conditlon, but, also the process of transfomation whích gave rise

to fihristian thought. Its symbolical presentation of thls

transfonnation ís a phenomenom wtrlch Jung takes to be benefieial

and healtng in its effect,. fts refiJring function allows nan to

aransom hÍmself from the fear of deathrt and lfreconcíle hinself

to the demands of Hades.n
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The Physiologus is a document of considerable value as

en expression of the archtypal irnages of the unconseious rnind.

It is not a mediaeval- treatise on natural scienee, and earurot

be understood or interpreted by means of scientific criteria.



PREFåCE

The 01d High German Pbysiologus came to ry attenüion by

chance as f perused the first volumes of Kürschnerrs Ðeutsche

irlational-Literatur. the introduetory sentence of 4gf_4l!gfg

Physiologus, ttHier begin ih einna reda umbe diu tier uuaz siu

gesliho bezehinen, tr imrnediately aroused curiosity" !Íith the

first r^eading of the text curiosity turned into peculÍar

faseinatÍon. It seerced ímFerative to become morè cl-oseþ

acquainted with the text and to interpret and e4plore Íts nature

and meaning.

fn dealing $it'h the ways and habits of anl¡tal-s as a

zooLogf.cal. treatise, the docunent could hardly claj-n scientific

dÍsti¡ction of a high order. Nor did it seem to fare better

with its theological. Ínterpretaüions of animal characteristics.

Ttrey appeered to be decidedly ineongruousr Sueh evident short-

com:ings eor¡jld not affeet adversel-y the original fascination and

the charm which clung to the work remained' In an effort to

grasp the astonishiag charaeter and meaning of the terü Tecourse

¡uas taken to the standard ¡rorks of literary eriùÍcism of the

01d Hígh Gerrnan períod and latær to nore specÍa}lzed studies"

This proved informatlve to a degree but did not anst¡er the

question wby the Physiologus shoutd arollse sueh absorbing

interest,. Although many hÍstorical data were avaÍlable there

¡¡as nowhere a sÍgn of anareness that the text might tøve
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significance beyond its theol-ogical p3-atitudes. The value

þdgernents on the rsork tended to be depreelatory. Tt was teken

t'o be a elear-eut example of the regressive attitude ¡rhich t¡as

prevalent in natural scienee during the Hidd1e Ages"

This type of eritieism failed to do justÍee to t'he Physto-

logus. Some important aspects of this terct eluded any scf.entific

or rational approaeh. The available literature faÍIed to

ílluminate them and an effort had to be made to broaden the basis

fronr ¡uhich the docr¡ment night be approached" A more general

study of the nature of synrbolism was undertaken and this led to

a readlng of 0. G. Jungrs dlscoveries i¡ thís direction" Here

lay the key to a lrider and deeper underetanding of the Physiologgs.

Not only did Jungts studies of rellgion and eomparatíve rrythology

offer an fnrportant lnsight into the tert, but his discusslon of

al-cheroy revealed a elose relaüÍonship between this nsoieneett and

the Phl¡siologus. The veiled but unquestionable correspoadenee

of the symbols of the Physiologus to the universal motifs of myüh,

faíry-tale, and religion had never before been noted in the

crÍtlctsm of the terbs. Thus it was found that the mybhieal

motif of the nlife oi the herotr, so characteristie of the

nediaeval spirit" !'ras Tepresented in n:merous seetions of the

Ph¡rsiologus and occumed in nany variations and guises.
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Jungts demonstration of the nseelisehe tJrsprungrt of ¡nrbh

and the dy¡alrtc force ¡rÍth which mybhÍcaI motifs operate finally

made the effectiveness of the PWsiologus comprehensible. It

is therefore the purpose of the following study to demonstrate

the relationships between the Physiologus, myth, and alchemyt

and to eqplore the basis of these relationships" The para|lel

synrbolisra of these three entities ean only be fully understood

if ue see their symbolieaL form as a produet of the unconscious

nind. The valuer æd indeed necessity, of rreoroing to termstr

with syrnbolísm 1n its various aspects will be discussed and will

be taken as justification for a revaluation of the PhvsioloEus"

The flrst chapter irill provide a sunmary of Physiologus

research. Tt Tril} try to explain the nature of the problen and

the procedure to be fo|lo¡¡ed in the subsequent chapters. The

second chepter ¡¡iIL be devoted to a discussion of the unconscious

fomation of symbols and their relatíon to intellectual processes.

Its rel-evance to the Sbysioloeus r'riLl be esùablished. The

third chapter r¡i1l deal uith the three survilÉng texts of the

01-d High German Pbysiologus and their T,atin prototype; The

tr.¡enty-seven animats of the terbs w'itl be considered individually

and the existence of ch¿edêrÍstically mylhical motifs and their

implications 1¡íII be demonstrated' The fourth ehapter will
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provide a survey of the repercusisions of the 01d Ì.Iigh Gerrnan

Physíol-ogus on later German culture and a sununing up of the

findings and conclusions of the preceding ehapters'

The Physiologus cannot be properly appreciated by the

use of merely scientÍfic criteria and l¡e must l-ook for its

contribution and inner meanings in its use of central and dynamíc

irnages wþich spring fron both the conscious and unconscious

layers of the mind"

Grateful acknonfledgment ls made to the following

publishers respectíng the reproduction of illustrationse

Bruchmann Ver3-ag, Municb, for the píctrrre of the unicorn-hunt

(¡'ig. 1), Ilhich was takeu from Kunstlglenrlsr_Ig5qi Routledge and

Kegan Pau1, London, for ttre two plateS illustratíng Jason and

the Dragon (.r'ig. 2), and the erucified serpent (Fig. 3), which

rnrere taken from C. G. Jungts Psychology and .LlcLemyrpages 337

and 383 respectively; the F. IT. Kerle VeÉ,laglùuilhelm Rühling,

i.Þidelberg, for the plate showing l{atar6t s pelican-mosaic

(fig. l+), taken frora Dr. T,eopold Zahtnts calendar, &!ern9

Beligiöse Kuqst.

Åppreciation ís expressed to Professor T' J' Olesont

Depart,ment of History, and är. H. Bessason, Icelandle Departrnent,

of the lJniversity of Marritoba, for valuable advice concerning

bibliographical and other materiaL'



.: l:'fl.;:'1.'l iì

TABLE OF CCIUTE-ttffS

CI{¡PfER

TO THEÐEV$IOPIVTE}IIOFPHTSTOLOGTISHESEÁNOH ¡.. O ' ' ' C '
TheOldHighGermanVersionsandEditioris" c ' o ! ' ' '
ManuscriptProblems n - ø ..

TheHisto4fofThePhysiologus c. ' ' ' ' ' o ' '

. A New Ipproaeh to The Physiologus " c o

IT. SI{BOLA]\IDPSYCHE ..... T ..

The Meaning of Symbolisn -- Langer and Jung . ' ' ' '
Herder and rÐas Unbe¡rissten

ârchet¡pat Patterns and The Ðoetrine of The Trinity " ' ' W

A3-chanyandtrseelischePolariüåttt. . o o û. ' o ' ' 60

The Mediaeval Attitude to Natur.e and The ttsovereignty

ofTheldga " " ' o. " .. ' c ' Ò "

Former Physiologus REsearch and New criticaL Principles

TTT. THEMEANTNGOFTTTEPHTSTOTffiÜS . . . C ' O ! ' . O ' O C '

rntroduction -- The Methods of Ïùhlte and Lauehert

Textuallnteqpretation:tion;Panther;linicorn¡

Hydra; sirene and centaurs¡ Hlnenai t¡sÍ-ld 'ass;

ÞIo:rkey;Elephant;Ante1-ope;Serra¡Viper3T'izard;

Stag; Roei Fox¡ Beaver; Ant; HedgehogS Eaglei

Pei-ícan;Oçr1;Heron;PartridgeiOstrichiÏbopoe;

viil

P^AßE

I

I

6

L5

28

33

33

ho

68

7L

7t

79

tark; Phoenix

Coaclusion



CI{APTEB

W T}IE REPERCIJSSTONS

The Ph¡æiologus

The Pþsiologus

Conclusion

OF Ti{E PEETOIOGITS . . O

i¡r Eeclesi-astical Ar"ctri.t'ecture

in Vernacular Literature

oaaa

i"e

PÁGE

LLLT

Ll+7

L'L

,T63

L66BTBTTOGRAPTT ¿ÔOO"



LTST OF ETGURES

TÏGURE FACÏIVG PÁGE

1. Tire Hunting of the Unicorn, Franconian

tapestry, (lTilrnberg?), ca. ll+50-1h60,

Bavarian X]atlona1 i{useum . o 93

2" The dragon spewing forth Jason after

drinlcing the potion prepared by Athene,

Attic vase (lth century B"C"), Etruscan

Museum, Vatican

3. The crucified serpent, il-Iustrating }fosesl

brazen serpent as a prefiguration of Christ,

frorn a t6th centurymanuscript ô . . . " LLí

h. ftrald I{atar{, Pelican, Ðetail on a door of

the Cologne Cathedral- I ?lr

96



CHåPIER T

TiiE DEVET,OP¡4E\N OF PIüSTOIOGIIS RESEARCH

The 01d High German Versions and klitions

The Phys'iologus is preserved in three OId High German

versions. These are h:ov¡n as der å1ter.e_ph_ys_þ1,o_gug,

a text of the late Eleventh Century, der jüngere phlF:Lg.1o-g¡ge2

dating frorn the first half of the Tlretfth Century, and the
?l-lilstat or rhymed fhysiglo_gusr- likewise dating from the early

Twelfth Century. Al-I three texüs are treatments of a tabin

Physiologus abbre_viatus knornrn as the Dicta Chrysosto¡ni which

was apparently in wide eirculation during the ltiddle Ages.

Der ältere- Physiolo.ggg is an abbrevÍ-ation of the !ic'Þa Chrys?s-

!g4!,which, besides treating only the first tr¿elve of the

latterrs tr,renty-seve.n seetions, shorn¡s a considerable

conùraction of the material treated. This older text, often

referred to as a fragment, is one of the oldest preserved

't

Codex Víndabonensis 223 p.31r" - 33r", Vienna Hofbíbliothek.

2' Codex Vindabonensis 2721 p"1J0r. - 158v", Vienna
Hofbihliothek.

?¿' Formerly belonging to the Kloster Milstat in I(årnten
but no¡r in the library of ühe Verein für die GePchie_ilte und
Landeskunde i(ärntens in i(lagenfurt.
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vernacular versions of the Ph¡¡siologus in European literature.-r
0n1y a very short Anglo-Saxon metrical version of three

chapters (panther, rrhale and partridge) antidates the Old High

Gezman nfragments. Ðer jüngere Physiologus is a version wtrich

cleaves very closely to the Dicta Chrysostomi, covering the full
nu¡nber of sections and introducing no significant modification

of the material" This applies likewise to the rhlmed Physj.e:

logus which is thought to be based direetly on der jdngere

Physiologus.

Modern interest ín the Physiolozus was initiated by the

ph-i.lologica1 positÍvists who followed the pioneers of Germanic

Philology, Jacob and l¡rll1helm Grimm. fn a series of editions

beginning in 1B2l+ the Old High Gennan Physiologus was rescued

from the dust and subjected to a succession of studies which

led, on the one hand, to a flush of historical research in the

seeond half of the century, and on the other hand, to Friedrich/)
Wilhelmts critical edition of the terbs in 191-h. luilhelm, in

l+
Codex Þroniensis, published by Thorpe, Codeq, E'Ioniensiq

p.355-67 ^and Grein, Bibliothek der tlgelsächsischen Poesie
p.233*238.

5

elften
trbiedrích l{ilhelm, Denlgltå]=et._qgqLgchel1 lrqsa des

Heft VITI, 19L6 and ì.Tß.
2. llåIfte, Münchener Texbe,



conjunction T,rith his parallel edition of der ül-tere and der

jüngere Physíologus-, also brought out a critical edition of

the Ðicta ChrysostomÍ whieh Ís of great interest and value.

Ivilhelrnrs work represents the sum of linguistic critieism done

to date on the Physiologus texts and is by far the most service-

able modern edition. This edition r¿as used as the basis for

tire present study" The onJ-y Ph¡rsiologus edi'bion to appear

since lüilbelmrs work is the excelLent reproduction of 4eg_

tLltere Ph;{siologus. in El-ias Steinmeyerts Die kleineren

aftn which appeared in 1916" It

is interesting to note that this collection of Ol-d High German

document,s is not listed in the catalogues of the tibrary of

Congress or of the British Museum.

The firs'b edition of der äItere_ Physiolo_gus was brought
o

out by f?iedrÍch von der Hagen in 1B2l+ and followed a transcript
7of the manuscript nade by a eertain Schottky.' This transcript

was not a reliable foundation for the publication of the tertt
R

and the next editor, E. G. Graffr- introduced a number of

Ibiedrich von der Hagen, Denknale des Mittelalters L829.

7tõî,1
vf,. á.

IlandschrTllen
H" Hoffmann, Verzeichnis der altdeutschen

der K.K. Hof6i

B E.G. Graff, Diutiska, vol. fII, L829.
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corrections in 1829. Graff edited both der ältere and der

jüngere Physiologup. A. H. Hoffman' like¡¡ise edited both

these ter-bs in 1B3o and his retiabLe edÍting resulted in an

accurate reproduction of the manuscripts. In 1837

H. F. M"r*"rrnlo brought out der itùngere PþÞiologus but in

an edition sÍnce considered inferÍor to Hoffma.nnrs, except

w'ith respect to the punctuation which he represented accurate-
11

ty" Mü11enhoff and Schereï published der åItere Phsliologus

in 1B6h and provided a valuable eommentary which contained

linguistic criticism and an account of the most significant

variations from a text of the Dicta Chrysostonti- ¡uhich had been

publishe<i a few years earlier. I¡r Kürschner¡s Deutsche

12
Nati-ona1-Literatur-- der altere Physiologus !üas edited by P.

Piper, accompanied by a modern Gezrnan translation, and der

9 A. II. Hoffmann,
Spraehe und. literat'ur,

10 H. F. Massmann,
Jahrhunde{Þ, 2. TeiJ-t

Ft¡ndEruben für Geschichte deutscher
voJ-. ï, 1ö30.

Ðeutsche Gedichte des zwülften

't1r'r Mütlenhoff and Scherer, DenhäIer deutscher Poesie
und Prosa aus dem VIII - III i

1ÒLL P. Piperr Die ålteste Literatur 1885.
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.ìtùrgere Ph}rsioi-ogusl3 t"" given a four-page discussion by the

same writer. A selection comprisi-ng seven of the original

ttrelve chapters of der äl-tere Physiologus was also included in

Brauners Álthochdeutsches Lesebuch which first appeared in

1BB5 and is now enjoying Íts tr¡elfth edition as a basic reader

for students of 01d High German literature. Between Massmannrs

edition in 1837 and trüithelmts in t91)-¡ der iüngere Physiolcgus

mad,e one more appearance in print. Iþledrich Lauchert appended

the text to his Gesehichte des Physiologus along with a Greek

text and a Latin fragment.

If it ¡vould be an understaternent to say that editors

have given due attention to der åItere and der itlngere

Physiologus, it would be as great an overstaternent to say this

of the third 01d High Germanjhysiologus. The single edition

of the Milstat or rh]¡ned Physiologus was brought out by

Th. G. v. Kara¡anlh in f6h6. Karajan put great entphasis on

strict adherence to the manuscript and overl-ooked the re-

arrangement of the material which is required to do justice to

L3 î. piper, Die geistlichg Ðichtqng des lÍittelalters,
Vol" I, IBBB.

1l+ Th. G" v. Karajan, .Deutsche Sprach-D-enkmale des

z¡Eölften Jahrhunderts, lUl+Ó.
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Íts metricai- qualities. The manuscript does not separate
1(

the verses but runs them together in long lines, Lauchert--

has, in fact, used the word Reimprosa to characterize the

text. Horoever this rnay be, the terb is still await'ing a

critical edition in which due attention is given to ¡rord-

usage and the employment of rhyne.

Manuscript Problems

Since all three Old High Gernan texts are extant in

one manuscript onl¡r, textual criticism has never @yed a

conspicuous part in any work done on the texts. The

condition of the manuscripts ts such that only minor emend-

ations have been required to produce a satisfactory and

reliable text. l¡'älheLmts critical texts of 19Il+ differ in

minor poínts from the previ-ous editions i'rith respect to

eunendations but the differenee is not sufficient to r¡arrant

discussion. OnLy single r¡ords or t¡vo-word phrases have been

involved and there has usually been tittle or no variation in

meaning. In rnany cases the emendation has been quite obvioust

ì(L> Lauchert, Geschichte des Physiologus, lBB9r p'1I9'
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sueh as spor/spror gg., occurr.ing in the first chapter of

der åltere Physiologqg. Editors have r¡nanirnously agreed on the

existence of a number of lacunæ in the terts. The missi-ng

passages could easil-y be reconstructed by reference to the Dicta

chrys.ostoni but no editor, with the exception of van Karajanr has

attempted to do this. It has undoubtedly been felt that artistlc

merit was not at stake. There are a number of peculiarities to

be noted in the texts, especially in that of der äIte-re Phrsjlo-

logus. The infornation in this respeet has been furnished

targely in the Mt{Ll-enhoff-scherer and hlilhelm editions.

Âttenti-on has been dra¡m to the fact that ehapters l--8 of

der ältege Phys_iologus differ consiceraìrly from the remaining

four ehapters. First of aII, there is a suggestion that more

freedom has been taken with the tatin prototype in the first

eight chapters. These chapters are ttbald mehr, bald lteníger

t6
gelcürzt und auch geändertttr- whereas chapters 9-12 appear to

adhere more carefulty to the Dicte chrysostomi. As lräl-hehn

(p.f?) has pointed out, the possibility is not preeluded that the

original already existed in this form. However, the separation

of the two parts is made more distinct by linguistic differencest

L6 Müllenhoff and Scherer op. ci!', vol' Ïf p'l+ro'
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a fact whieh weighs against the latter vie¡¡. In chapters 1-8,

for exanple, ttt is predomirantly r:.sed for both rtt and rdrr

white chapters 9-L2 reverse this principle, frequently enployÈng

rdt for ttr as r¿el1 as fdro Fbrther linguistie marks peculiar

to chapters 1-8 ares rnt for tndt and Intr (un for und), tnr

for tngr (sprinet for springet), the assimilaüion of rtt

(gesliho for geistliho), tit for tiet (ritc for fienc)rtõt for

tuot (fãter for fuoter), and rfr fer rsir (bezêchinen for

bezeiclrinen). 0n the other hand, chapters 9-I2 have the follow-

ing distinguishing features: tEt for riut (gebúdet for gebiutet),

rìrir for tiut (entluide for entliùhùe), ¡õr for tuot (fõren for

fuoren), and tët for riet (vêrceg for vierzec). fn addition to

this linguistic evidence, the two parts of the text are

distinguished from each other by tkre fact that the chapter-

headings begin with chapter 9. Up to this point room has been

left for the headings but not filled in. These facts have

received different interpretations. Müller¡hoff and Scherer

believed that they clearty indicated dual authorshi-p of der

åltere Physiologus, while it has been alternatively suggested

that different scribes r¿orked on this particular manuscript'

lrlilhel¡n says discreetly but rather enigmaticallyl



trOb man aus den I,ÍSD If, Lff (uAffenhoff und Scherer)
zusammengestellten sprachlichen Unterschieden auf zwei
rrVerfassertr sch"]iessen darf, Iasse Ích dahingestellt, 1Fl
Man kdnnte auch an zruef ¡schreiberrr der Vorlage denken. rFr

There seems }ittle more that can be said on this problem in view

of the U¡nited material available for research.

The manuscript of der jtlngere Physiologus presents fewer

problems although it is not entirety free of inconsístencies"

It is to be noted that this text contains no chapter headingsr or

spaces for them as does de:-:['belre Physiologus. However, the

indiviclual articles are clearly distinguished by the beginning

of a new line for each article and by the use of a large coloured

initial (or there is space for such an initial). In his edition

of the text, wilhelm printed the initials for iohich space T,{as

left in italics. Tt rnras evidently the intention of the author,

and may certainly have been carried out in other manuscripts, to

have the text illustrated. Space has been left for illustrations

in the present manuscript but has not been utilized" There ist

in fact, a reference in the texÙ itsel-f to an illustration r¿hich

rnras to accompany it. Chapter 10 begins, rrþin ander tier ist

indem mere unt heizÍt Sarra unt ist getan So hie gernalet ist"rå

An example of what the illustrations might have been like is

L7 tuiLberm 9g. cit. p"lr.la
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Karajan in his edition) but also in the Icelandic lL¡rsroþgg!,.
]R

Verner Dahlerup'" edited the latter text in 1BB9 providing a

lithographic reproduction ojl the manuscript. A photographic

facsimile-editíon of the manuseript can be found in ïslandi-ca,

vol. ffi\rlÏ, edited by Halldlr Hernrannsson. In the Vienna

manuscript der jtlngere Phlqi.ologus is located betrceen the well--

known poetic versions of Genesis and kodus, and the third version,

the rhyTred Physiologge, occupies the same position in the Milstat

nanuscript. The significance of this faet has not passed

entirely unnoticed by commentators but it has been given no

prominence in the interpretation of the text. The intellectual

framework of the PhySiologug hangs upon the concept that

Itnaturalrr phenomena have a supernatural derivation and meaning,

a fact rshich follows from the unity and integrity of Creation.

The animal stories of the Phlrsiologus, with their spiritual

interpretaticns, must have been seen as a completion of the

biblical account of creation, or at leas'|, as an arnplifying gloss.

This is an interesting piece of evidence bearing on the status

of the Physiologus in the intellectual world of the Middle Ages"

1B
4grpog e r ior ttro rdisk Oldkyjrd ighs{-cg-ilr ribgÄþ:

1BBg, 11.
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the rhyraed Physiologus, as Ehrism"r*t9 points out, may have been

cast into rh¡nne in order to be more in harnony wíth the verses

immediatery preceding and following it. Ehrismann2O hu" n"d"

an eruor Ín stating tlrat the rhyrned Phys3o-l-ogus is based on

der -åltere Physiologus. ït is agreed by other commentatoru2l

that the rhFned Physiologus is based on der jüngere ptljEiologls

and the faet speaks for itself when the texts are compared.

The question of the original from ¡vhich

German Physiologus is derived has occupied M. F.

Friedrich irlil-frem.23 Marur ascertained that the

the 01d High
22i{ann ancl

01d High Gerrnan

L9
Gustav Ehrisrnann, Geschichte 4er .deutgchen Llter.a-'bur
Ausgqqg' des MittelalteTq_, L922, 2. Teil, 1" A-bbcllnitt,bis zr¡¡n

t(\'" È!9, P'23o

2L-- Lauchert op. cit.r p.119¡ TrliLheln op. cit.n p"h6

22 M. F; Mann, ttDie althochdeutschen Bearbeitungen des
Physiologus;'! Beitråge zur Gesehichte der deutseÞen Sprache un9
Literatur, n

23 Ïûilheln, op. cit., Ko¡nmentar, p.1!
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versions îrere al-r adaptations of the tatin physíotogus which,

since Gustav Heiderss2h puutication of the Göttr.æiå manu,scrípt

in tB!., has been calred ,n" or"r" **rourllilo*"u"r, *"*
is perhaps open to the critieism of having oversÍmplified and

overstated his case ruhen he said, trsie (die althochdeutsehen

Bearbeitungen) sind also nach eÍner vorrage gearberit , die

würtlich nach G (aie cuttweiher Hs.) übereinstj-rnmt, wenn G nicht

selbst diese vorlage gewesen ist.t!¿) Mann did not have at his

disposal the nurnber of manuscrípts which trbiedrich l¡ûilhelm was

able to command" ror his critical edition of the Dicta -chrJæos-

tom! rrtilhelm utirized ten manuscripts. The resurts of his study

of these manuseripts show that del är.terg_physiologus. resembres

very close]-y a superior branch of the text r¡hich is represented

by the tno manuscri-pts, Clm. thó93 from St. Þnmeran and ÇLrl.. 536

from Pruel. The Güttr.reih manuseript is one of the less reliable

variants. Der jtlngere Physiologus, unlike the older German text,

2l'-- Cf. Archiv ftlr die Kunde dsterreichischer Geschichtsquellen,
3. Jahrgang, L850, II. Band, p.ffi

25
M. F. Mann, op. cit", pp"321-29.
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is related to the less reliable branch of the texts , but cannot

be eonnected direetly with any of the seven manuscripts in this

group. The rhyrned Phys.iologus_, as already mentioned, ls based

direc bl-y on der _jdngerq Physioþg_qs.

The dialect of der {I-tere Physiol-ogqs. is, by unanimous
cA

opinion, .[lenannie, although Ehrismann-- noted traces of R]renish-

fbaneonian in Chapters 9-12. 1,üiüre1n27 postul-ated a place of

origin in .[lemannic territory but very close to the |tstldrhein-

frånkische Sprachgrenze'i It Relying on Johann Kelle, I¡[ÍIhe]rn

has pointed to the monasteries of the Black Forest, especially

Hirschau, as tlre centre of interest i¡r Physiologus literature.

He has also eited linguistie evidence in favour of Hirschau:

Einlge sprachliche Eigentdn-Iicltkeiten des lllteren Physiologus
weisen auf Grund der von H. tr'ischer in At1as zur
Geographie der Schr'yåbischen Mundart verzeichneten modernen
Verhältnisse in die Hirschauer Gegend, so die
Assimiliationen von hs z'rl ss Ín r¡airsen (vel. Fischer
I(arbe 20 . .), rffi na ffio gg zne) (riscrrer Karte
L9 . . .) qÊ das g fürTlteres g in@ggg . . . (Fischer
i(arte 16). 28 a

26 Ehrismann, op" ci-Þ", p.228.

27 titn"*, op. eit., p.l¡[.

28 ibid., P..l+h.
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The linguistic problem presented by der iungere Phgsio--

logus is that of the -ent endings of the Second Person Hlural- of

the verb, which occur on three occasions" This stands in sharp

eontrast to the othen¡Íse BavarÍan characteristics of the language.

lüiLhelm has devoted eonsiderable space to this difficulty"

Mustering an impressive array of evidence to support his opínion

he has shown that these -en! endings are the ehief characteristic

of Sr¡abian-Alemannic and are entirely foreign to the Bavarian of

the ftrelfth Century. He has thus arrived at the ccnclusiont

ttschi,räbísche Arbeit in Bairischer U¡nschrift.rr fn his Geschichte

der deutschen Literatuq bis zum Ausg-ang dqs-Mittela1te-rs, Gustav

2S
Ehrismanno' lnas noted Ìüi]-he1m¡s opinÍon on tÀis problem but has

himself characterized tlre document as Austro-tsevarian' The

rhyned Physiologus lacks this inconsistency and therefore presents

no problem as a docurnent of Austro-Bavarian provenance.

Ehrismann has dated the three 01d High German versions as

follotrs; der ältere Physigl?gtlg -- second half of the Eleventh

century, deq-iüngere PÐr-siologqq -- around 1L20 or l-130, the

rhymed Physiologus- -- between 1130 and 1110. This agrees with the

'9 ,r. Ehrismann, op. clt.¡ p.229 note.
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dating of previous r,rriters except that the latitude has been

narror,red by Ehrismann in the case of üre ratter tr¡o docurnents.

There is a fourtr, &eiglgggg fragment in oId High German

wh-i-ch must be mentioned in passing although it does not falr into

the category of a full-fredçd text. luirhetm termed this a,

rrkünr-nerlicher versuch, der vierleicht auf I'Ir. rrr (dem jrrngeren

Physiologus) fusst, aber nichü roeit gedieh . n30. The text

is to be found on page )ß6v. of the schäfblar Manuscript crm.

LTr95 (ttftlnchener Hs. cod. Lat. r7L95, Ehrisnann) and dates from

the end of the Twelfth century" rt treats only two animars,

the Onozentaurus and Einhorn and comprises in I¡Iilhelmrs

reproduction less than nine lines"

The History of the Physiologus

ïn the latter half oí the Nlneteenth Century the

Physiologus became a topie of avid historical interest. Dozens

of historical contributions ¡,rere made, especially during the

Bors a-nd 90ts, of i"¡hich an exhaustive account cannot be giver ir*""?t

At first modest efforts were made and the general outlines of

30 lvilhei-m, op. cit,, p"l+6.

3l- Reference is made to the extensive bibliography provided
by M.F,l'lann and A.L.Jellinek in the followinE numbers of the
Beiblatt _zur Ánglia¡ vol. Xr p.27)+, voL" f,Iï, p.13, vol.ïIIf, p.l8
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the historical background were skebhed. Then came more

comprehensive studies which hlere concerned êxclusively wiüh

the Physiologug in its whole span of life. Pitra32 and

??
Martin-CahLetr-- the early editors of Greek, tatin and 01d French

texts had a good deal to say about the background of the

Physiologus in their commentaries, but the fate of many a

pioneer has overbaken them. To a large extent their views have

been either disproven or superseded by later research.

Among the preliminary studies belonging to this body of

literature the most significant were the commentary in
?1,

Hommelrs'* edition of the Ethiopian Phyq'iologus, and the

stuoies made by Eduard foffofl5 and Adolf K""r"rr"t.36

32 Pitra, spicil-egiun sole.smegsee Bd. Iil, 1885.

33 Mari;in-Cahier, Mllanges dtarchlologig, vol. 1I-17
and Nouvearuc }felanges; Tb'7F-

3l+ FvLtz Hommel, Die aethiopische {Ïbersetzung des
Physiologus, L877"

35 Eduard Kolloff, rrDi-e sasenlafte und symbolisehe
Tiergeschichte des Ilittelàltersr il Raumers llistorisches
i;;;ñ;;üh;-)¡. Folge, B. .ratrrgángm

36 Ado1f Kressner, nüber die Tierbtlcher des l{ittel-
alters'.lt -0.rchiv für das Studiun der neueren Sprachen und
Literaiur .
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These contributior¡s r'rere not of equal va1ue. Homnel adduced

the historical- facts r¡hich led to the belief that the Physiologus

r,üas composed in ALexandria, a view i¡hich has recently been

strongly questioned" Kressner r¡orked on the sources of the

PhysioLogus. and advaneed r¿hat were obviously no more than

conjectures about its origin. Ilis concl,usions rvere partly

disproven and partly superseded by the more reliable end more

detail-ed results of later research. The most interesting of

these early studies was Eduard l(olloffrs Die sagenhafte urul

slmbolische Tiergesch&hte des Mittelalterse Kolloff rs aj-m

r¡as to provide a general- outline of the appearance of anj-mals

in European art, l-iterature and folklore during the Middl" íg"".

His terms of referenee rdere broad and he made many cornments

which cast light on more than strietly historical facts. It is

tempting to thÍnk that he came remarkably close, at several

points early in his essay, to a fully modern apprecía'bion of

synrbolieal- forms of thought. Unfortunatelyr however, the

Historismus arhich informed his approach rrrescuedrt hj¡r from these

uncharted r¡aters and produced, for the modern reader, a most

disappointing anti-cLimax" Notwithstanding this deficiency,

the article is very readable and useful, achÍeving its obvious

purpose of providing a general orientation in its field" It
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was without doubt an Ímportant precursor

historical studies ¡¡hich followed twenty

39 Karl Ahrens, Zur Geschichte
Programm. des GYmnasiums zu

37 Max hlellmann, nDer Physiologos. Eine religions-
ges chichtl i ch-naturwls s enschaf tl iche unte rsuehung " | - 

Phirglo gus .

Zeitsehrift fltr das klassiscþç_lllertg4, Supplernentband Xlfff,

2R)u Max Goldstaub, trDie Entwicklung des }ateinischen
Physiologustf, Verhandlung d?r 

=\1. IPhilologen und Schul¡ä.nner iglvlü¡cnenr rÕo)'

of

or

the more a¡nbitious

thirty years later.

Max lrlellm ^*r37 the most recent contributor to the

hisùory of the Physiologus, has recognized three iriineteenth

Century scholars as those responsible for the complete history

of the document as it was knor,nr until his ùime. These were

rR ?9
Max GoldstaubrJo KarI AhrensJv and Friedrich Lauchert.4u The

last of these scholars to publish the results of his researeh

r,ras trYiedrich tauchert. ttis gghichte des Physiolp is a

painstaking compitation of historlcal material whose profuse

detail makes it rather burdensome reading. This work ¡sas

criticized in contemporary reviews for offering little ne'!ü

material and for leaning heavily on the research of others. A

few instances ¡üere noted in whlch Lauchert overlooked certain

l.r\¡+L' Lauchert, op. cit.

ten
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historieal details, especially with regard to the l,atin

manuscripts, but such gaps appear to have been made good, to a

large extent, by the revie¡os thernselves. M. F. Marur described

the l¡ork as a trhdehst uünschenswerte Ztlsammenfassu-ng alles

bisher über den Physiologus Bekannten."Ll

The Physiologqq was originally eomposed in Hellenistic

Greek but the original text has not survived" The r,sork consists

of a series of short nature stories r,rhich, in the early texts,

are each prefaced by a biblicaL quotation containing the name of

the natural object to be treated. A number of observations are

made regarding the irnagined habits or charaeteristics of the

object, be it animal, plant or rock, and then follows the all-

i-mportant interpretatio. This is the allegorical application

of the nfactsfi to the tenets of the Christian faith. These

ínterpretations are studded rÈth direct and oblique quotations

of biblical passages which seem, more or J-ess, to propose or
It2

support the interpretations" tauchert-- points out that the

lrl* 
Cf . 'iLiteraris,qhes C_egEa-lblatt für-Leutsch1and.'

18go, pzl$.
l^4¿ tauchert, op. cit., p.h3.
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trordrtPhysiologusrt is first found in the works of Á,ristotle and

means a naturalist, or trone who studies and comprehends Nature;n

implying a philosophical peæt.ration rather than mere observation"

Tt is to be noted that throughout the long l-ife of the Physiologus

this word was considered to refer, not to the terb itself, but

to the authorit{ represented by the tert. Lauchert eonsidered

it possible that this personality !üas none other than Aristotle

hÍmse1f, in i'rhich event the author of the Physiologus must have

used a late Pseudo-AristotelÍan itTature Book as his source.

lüith the eclÍpse of åristotle in the da¡¡ríng Midd1e Ages, the

wcrds of the learned|tPhysiologusrrwere put into the mouths of

other r"rell-knotm personalities. The wise Solomon came off well

and is, Ín fact, expressl;r named in the Icelandic Physiologus

as the authority. other popul-ar choices l¡ere St" Basil the

Great and Johannes Chrysostonus.

The postulation of a single source, a large compilation

of naturafistic material which would suit the intelleetual

cl-imate of Alexandria under the Ptolemies, had to share the

field with other conjectures as to the origÍn of the Physiologus.

.A.t the time n¡hen tauchert lrrote, it was like¡cise a moot poí-nt

l¡hether the Physiologus represented an independent collection of

stories or r¡hether it grew out of an qur-Physiologusrr. This
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nUr-Physiologusrt was pictured as a documenù resenbling the

present Physiologus except in the fact that it lacked the

allegorical interpretations. Lauchert did not resolve this

problem, nor did he even take a decided stand, although he

seemed to prefer the latter víew. He did, however, clearly

refute the suggestion that the work r.ras a eollection desígned

for rhetorical purposes" Apart from the problem of an Í:nmediate

source, the naturalistic material of the Physiologuq rmas

related to similar material occurring in the works of AristotÌe,

Hæcddus, Pliny, Horopollo and Ae1ian. Possibly it was derived

indireetly fron oral tradition as well.

Until Max lüe11mar:nL3 puUtished the result,s of his

research ix 1931, it was commonly believed that Alexandria

was the home of the Physiologus. Behind this belief, which

was estabtished by Hommel, rnlas the uniqueness of Alexandria

as a netropotitan city lying at the cross-roads of the ancient

world. Besides its ideat locatíon for the conjunetion of

knowledge and information fron many differ"ent quartersr it ¡oas

h3
T{èl-lnrann, op. c!1"¡ P.15
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a breeding place of mystieism and a eentre of interest in the

occult side of nature. Multifarious relationships have been

suggested between the Physiologus (or its source), F€yptian

animal sy4bolism, Greek natural science, and Jewish-Hel-lenistic

biblicat exegesis, which emphasized the allegorical interpre-

tation of the Scriptures. To this picture llellmann added the

revival of interest in magic and alchemy whlch spread through

the Hellenistic world in the First Century after Christ'

.An important part of Lauchertts presentation Ìras his

refutation of Pitrats clajm that the Physiologus rnade its

appearance as a heretical piece of literature. Lauchert

examined the tert for evicience of Gnostic philosophy and found

only a few shreds nhich polnt to a very early form of incipient

Gnosticism. At a time when such a form of Gnostic thought

nas possible it was by no means considered heretical and was

widespread enough to be found €ven' in the works of origen.

Although this Gnostic ring is of no i¡tterest for the study of

the 01d High German Physiologus, having long since disappeared

from the text, it must be nentioned with regard to the historly

of the document as it is the principal tool by which Lauchert

dated the original- Greek text. Had the Irys!.ologts. been

nrritten after the formal development of Gnostic theology it would

r:'::t-:l
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either have been silent on points which by that time ¡uere

heretical or would have shor¡n the resrrlts of tl:e more developed

Gnosticism. By means of this reasoning Lauchert placed the

composition of the Greek text in the fírst third of the Second

Century.

l¡Iith his impressive eommand of Hellenistic literaturen

Max lrlellmann i¡ras in a position to pay more attention to the

sollr'ces of the Physiologus than Laucherü. A rnost important

point nith hjrn uas the manner in which the Physiologus stood

apart from other purely natural-istie mritings of its time. By

emphasiøing these unique quallties he was able to show that

many supposed references to the Physiologus in early patristic

literature rnrere not genuine but were based instead upon

independent naturalistic material. Establishing more reliable

criteria he re-examined the allusions in patristic literature

and concluded that there r¡Ês no reliable reference before the

latter part of the Fourth Century. This coincided ¡'rith tbe
I'lt l,(

opinions of Ahrensr-- Schultne*' and Kraus. Kraus had argued

t,l.¿11 Ahrens, op. cit.

I+5

l(unst
N" ÏV,

V. Schultze, rÐer Physiologus in der kirchlichen
des Mitte1a1ters, rr Christliches
p. }J.

Kunstbl_at, , L897,
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effectively that ttdie å.usf{lhrungen des Textes des Buches

hinsichtlich der Lehre von der Trinitdt, Incarnation und der

trypostatischen Union die dogmengeschichtliche Entr^ricklung des

l¿. Jhrdts. vorau.ss"tzeo. "Ló This presented a new problem

because the centre of Hellenistic theology r,rith its mystical--

alLegorieal emphasis had by this time shifted its l-ocation from

Atexandria to the principal city of Palestiner Caesarea

Stratonis. lfellmann nold produced striking linguistic evidence

which pointed to a provenance in Asia Mi-nor" The home of the

Physiologus, he concluded¡ r¡as not .Llexandria but Caesarea.

His painstaking cornparative study of naturalistic texts also

led hi¡n to the conclusion that there existed, in the First

Century after Christ, a Jei'¡ish i{ature Book which was knolvn and

used i¡ Asia Minor and had perhaps been written in Palestine

itself. This contained exactly the quasi-scientific treatment

of organic and inorganic nature, and the mixture of Jewish,

Greek and Eg¡rptian elements, wtrich he postulated as a souree

for the Physiologus. This, indeed, was the source. l¡'Iellmann

devoted much space to determining the character of this source

LA¿r.J F. X. Kraus. Geschichte der christlfghgn Kunst,
i-896-1908 p'ro?r cit
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and its relation to magíe, medicine, rnysticism and alchemy"

The picture is indeed a complicated one. In shifting the date

of the Physiologus from the early Third Century to the late

Fourth Century'lrlellmann did not directly attack Lauchertrs

method of dating the document. Rather he outlined a difficult

picture, only dimly seen, of the place, the time, and the

cluster of shadowy personalities, from whieh the Physiologus

energes in clearer outline. Qccupying a place in this picture

are Simon the Magician, according to ÏIellmann the father and

founder of Gnosticisnr, and the Jewish revivaLists of alchemical

science. This picture suggests a much more subtle and difficult

explanation of the Gnostic ring in the Physiologus than that

conceived by T,auchert. It is an explanation, however, which

lies hidden from recorded history.

The early popularity of the PWsiologus led to its

translation into Latln, EthiopÍan, Armenian, syrian and Arabic.

The irork was fanriliar, either in its Latin transl-ation of the

early 5th century or in the Greek original, to Jerome, arnbroset

Augustine, cassiodorus, Pope Gregory the Great and Isidor of

seville" It enjoyed a popul-arity and distribution løhich, fut

xauchertts estimation, was exceeded on-ty by that of the Bible
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itself. Iauchert surmised that the reason for this wide

distribution lay in the fact that the Church made use of the

Physt"lggg. for edueational- purposes. Since the text was

never considered a unified and formal literary worlc, it was

subject to all kinds of modifications. Tndividual sectÍons

could be borrowed at ¡rriLl and ne'¡E versions rendered. Thus a

metrical version of t¡relve sections arose called the Physiologus

Theobaldir æd an abbreviated texù called the Dicta Chrysostomi

which is already familiar as the basis of the 01d Hieh German

Physiologus.

ïn the later IrÍiddle Ages many detai-Is from the Physio-

logus were absorbed into the voluninous encyelopaedias of

naturalistÍc material r^¡:ritten by Thomas of Cantimpr{ flUertus

Magnus, Vineent of Beauvais and Bartolomaeus Anglicus" ït is

interesting to note that ín the Fifteenth Centur¡' nuch of this

naterial found its way into the Gernran language in its new form

when Konrad of l4egenburg produced a German translation of Thomas

of CantJmo"át " de naturis rerum.

The fi¡st knoru: vernacula" u""sior of the text ¡uhich is

any proportion belongs to the late Elevent,h Century. This

the old High German text, der ältere Physiol-ogus. ïn the

of

is
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Tr.ælfth and Thirteenth Centuries there followed a host of

vernacular versions: der jtlngere Physiologus and the rhyrned

Physiologus in 01d High German, the "Anglo-l'forman Physiolorys

of Philippe de Thaon, the English Bestiary' the Physiologle

of Pierre le Picardr the Bestiaire Divin of Gujl-laume de

Normandie, a lrlaldensian Physiologus, a Provencal version and

an Ïcelandie version.

It was not only as a literary document that the Physio-

logus was prominent. It' extended its symbolism into the

spher"es of plastic and graphic art. Monasteries and churches

of the late Romarrêsc1tlê period were ornanented witb an ever

increasing array of anj-rnals and chÍ-rnerical figures bearíng their

symbolical messages. This eontí¡ued into the late Gothic

period and even beyond, but both architecture and literature

nor'r salü the famil-iar symbolical figures pressed into the service

of satire. This spirit appeared even as the Twelfth Century

wore on. ItDas 13. Jabrhundert, die Zeit der lustigen Lieder,

der Mårchen, der Romane, der gereimten Erzählungen, des Tierepos,

ist irn anzug, und der skeptische lfitz lässt sein höhnisches

ln
Gelåchter erschalleo"rt-' In this age the ascendant Beast þic

l+7 
Eduard Kolloff, op. cit. e p.2oJ
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overtook the Physiologus in popularity and the religious

significance of the o1d symbols was supplanted by profane,

satirical interpretations. The fox, the evil dissernbler

who had hitherto represented the devil, was now to be seen in

the pulpit preaching sanctimoniously to a flock of geese.

Poorly concealed beneath his surplice bulged a feathered vÍctim

from his flock. Parody and earicature were the ner"¡ interests.

.As an independent piece of literature the Physiologus had

almost run its course. In a vicarious way, however, its life
was greatïy prolonged, for the old syrnbols had a tenacious

hold upon the memory. For hundreds of years these syrnbols

continued to furnish material for the poetic imagination,

performing a subordinate but more truly literary service than

ever be-fore. Lauchert iras discussed this aspect of the

Physiologus in the last chapter of his history. The result

is a long list of passages in nediaeval and modern literature

i,¡hose Ímagery, metaphor cr symbolism is derived from the

Physiorlogus. In spite of the length of this list, tauchert

has assured his readers that he is noting onJ.y the outstanding

examples.

A New Approach to the Physiologus

A very recent publicaùion in the field of Physiolqgus,
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literature is an English translation of a Latin Bestiary fron

the T¡velfth Century b)' T. H. lrlhite. trrlhiters commentary is of

considerable interest luith respect, to the Physiologus. 0n

p.233 there is a trÏ'amily Treett ¡vhieh represents graphical-I¡r the

relationship between the Bestiar4 and its sourcesr among ¡qhich

is the Physi.ologus. UnfortunateS-y, though understandably, the

emphasis is not on the sources of the Physi_ologus. itself, iuhich

is presented practically in vacuo-. Moreover, 't¡Iellmannts

important study seems to have escaped his notice as it is not

even lis'bed in his extensive bibliography" I{owever, in his

section entitled rMoral-ization"L9, I¡rlhite provides a sample of

the attitude which modern scholarshíp is likely to take to

mediaeval animal synbolisra. Captivated by its chamr, ïJhite

allows the text to speak for itself and to stand on its own

inherent merits" It is not necessary or relevant to

demonstrate the intellectual superiorit¡' of the modern age by

super-imposing the nost advanced ttseientifictt criteria. Whiters

ciiticism has likeT,rise ouigrown the accumulation and classifica-

tion of histcrical data. This criticÍsm is cfearly the result

t.at-tv+v T. H. White, The BooE of _qeeE!9 L95l+.

l,oq/ rbiq" n p.2h3.
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of a neïf attitude toward suõh syrnbolical products as the Bestiary

and the PhJrsiologus. It is an attitude whieh is in harrnonl-

¡,¡ith new insights gained into the synbolizing process of the

human mind. Hitkrerto scholarship has alL but by-passed t'he

problem of how the Physiologqe was able tc achieve its success

and why it harboured a fascination enduring for two thousand

years and more. Onty perfunctory and superficial approaches

have been made to this problem" For example, its success 1ùaS

due to its espousal by the church, its synrbolism ex;olaíned as

the zoomo"phi"*5C of Hellenistic christians in reaction to

Coptic anthropomorphism, or again it was the natural outgrowbh

of the Eastern doctrine of metempsychosis"Sl Lauchertts

history represents the approach of those who have been more

interested in the material and historical determinants of the

document thau in its intrinsic meaning. New avenues of

approach to the PhysÐlogug are no!¡ open.

In her book Philosophy in a New i(ey, Susanne Langer

sees ftsymbolic transformationrt as one of the basic funetions

(n
Cf" Eduard KoXloff, oP. cit., P.IBB.

rlpga À a Evans. Aniraal Syrrbolism in Ecelesiastical
iasa.Architecture
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of the hurnan mind. The use of symbols is peculá-arty character-

istic of the hwnan race and is evident in every product of its

mental activity. Tt is 'bhe basis, not only of all intellectual

processes, but also of the irrationaL products of the mi.nd ¡rhich

serve no biological purposes. For this reason Langer feels

that the use of syr,rbols can be explained only as somethÍng which

constitutes a basic human need. The spectaeul-ar results of

modern science provide the best examples for the constructive

manner in rohich the mind operates. In its reliance upon

mathenatics, a discipline which erpresses relationships by means

of pr:re symbols, modern science demonstrates the process of

cornbining sense-data into structures of meaning whieh leave the

results of sirnple observation far behind. It is this active

huma¡ response to the world of e>qperience which forms the basis

of language, nybh, ritual and religion, for these are the fon¡s

of expression in which the sy'nboLLzLng activitSr of the mind

terminate. 't¡Iith the acceptance of this theory, interest shifts

from the tracquisition of experiencert, and the eollection of

observable data, to the uses which are made oí thÌs data.

The issue of mental activity i-nto syrnbolical forns of

expression has been examined from a different point of vie¡E but

with no less significant resul-ts by modern psychologists. 0f
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sÈecial interest are the studies of C. G. Jung in which the

conscious and unconscious components of the mind are disting-

uished. In Jungrs research the centre of i¡terest is not the

eonscious use of symbols i¡¡ the reasoning processr but rather

the uneonscious aspect of symbolism. In dreams, waking

fantasies and mental. frprojectionsj:lt Jung recognizes the contents

of the unconseious mind in symbolical forn-

In a work Psychology and 4lclenly, Jung interprets the

cten{-ca-l e4periments of the mediaevaL alchemists in the light of

this theory. As long as the contents of the unconscious mind

remain unintegrated in eonsciousnessr they tend to be

ttprojectedr'tf becornÍ-ng fixed upon external objects which

represent thern synrbolically and funetionally. This is illus-

tra'bed by the ex¡leriments of the alchemjs'rts. Jung shor¡s that

these experiments llere actually a psyctric process and that the

seârch for the philosopherrs stone represented a spiritual

assent and purification" It is of interest to note that the

cryptic and hieroglypbic forrn of expression ernployed in

alchemical literature involved a striking number of symbols

r.¡hich appear in the Physiologus. It is also to be remembered

that, the iVature-Book which, according to lfellmannr served as a

source for the Plysiolg€qq, appeared at a tine and in a place
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¡rith whieh history associates a revival of magie and alchem;,r"

ït is not proposed to Ínvestigate the interdependence

of alchemy and Physiologqs literature, or to treat the

Physiologus as a psychorogicar problem in the strict sense.

Tt is berieved, horüever, that a more detail-ed consideration of
the nature and use of sy,rborisn as set -forth by Jung and tanger,

r,ritJr particurar reference to the synrborism found in alcherny,

will help to remove the baruier between the modern reader and

the meaning of the Physiologus. The folrowing chapter will
be devoted to this purpose" rt is proposed to establish the

varidity of an enpiricarly senseless piece of litera'bure for a

mind rrhich is in constant need of symbols" rn eonjunction i,rith

thÍs will be considered the unjustness of describÍng the

Physiologqe as a deprived and regressive form of natural

science" rn the chapter then following it r,rill be necessary

to rerate the Physiol_og_gq specifieally to the eonclusions and

criterj.a arrived at in chapter rr. A finar chapter iuill be

devoted to the influence of the Physiologus on mediaevar and

modern German literature.
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STMBOL A}]D PSYCHE

The Meaning of Synbolisn Langer and Jung

Any discussion of. s¡nnbolism r^iiIl have to come to terms

T^rith C. G. Jung. To hi:n symbols are ttagentsrr emanating from

the unconscior.r.s part of the mind and the contents of the

unconscious mind can be apprehended only by means of these

sytnbols. Before we examine Jungrs distinction between the

eonscious and unconscious nind, it is of interest to touch

upon Susanne Langerrsl study of sylnbolism and to note certain

differences betr^reen her ideas and Jung I s. This will help to

illurninate both and will be relevant to the problems raised by

the Physiologus. In this context it is not Langerrs detailed

explanation of the syrnbolical basis of language, ritual, and

art which is Lmportant, but her discussion of the critical-

principles which she establishes in her book. Her main thesis

is that symbol-ism, or rather the synbolizing activity in mant

is the ttessential act of mind.tr 
2 Sense-data, Langer argues,

1 Susanne K. Langer, Philosophy-in a N*er.!¡:-1{e-y, 19h2

2- Ibid. t p.33, rtAs a matter of fact it is not the
essentiãf-act of thought that is symbolization, but an act
essential to tho3!¡$þ and prior to it. Synbolization is
ffimÍrÈ...rt
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have no inherent meaning in themselves, but acquire their

meaning through a process of combínation which is the real.

secret of human knowledge. this process is sytnbolization.

Ianger enforces her argument by referring to the physical

sciences, whose use of rnathematics, she believes, has been large-

Iy responsible for the scientific achievements of recent years.

I{athematics is taken to be nothing but a symbolical process:

Behind these symbols lie the boldest, purest,
coolest abstractions mankind has ever made. Ìtïo

schoolman speculating on essences and attributes
ever approached anybhing tike the abstractness of
algebra. Yet those same seientists who prided
themselves on their concrete factual knowledget
who claimed to reject every prodf except empiricaL
evidence, never hesitated to accept the demonstra-
tions and calculations, the bodilessr sometimes
avowedly ttfictitioustr entities of the mathematicians.

The secret lies in the fact that a mathematician
does not profess to say anybhing about the existencet
reality, or efficacy of things at all" His concern
is the possibility of synrbolizi+Ë-things and of
synbolizing the relations i¡to which they might enter
with each other. . e . Mathenatical constructions
are only symbols; they have meanings in terms of
relationships, not of substance; something in reality
answers to them, but they are not supi:osed to exist
in that reality. J

The prominence of mathematics in the attainment of

scientifie knor,sledge leads to the inevitabl-e conclusion that

meaning- is not sJmonJrrnous ¡¡ith observation"

3 L"r,au", op. cit.r pp.l)+-15.
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Having established the fact that the ¡nind functionÈ by

the use of s¡rmbols, tanger proceeds to attaek from every angle

the earlier theory held by genetÍc psychologists that this

principle was a skill adapted to biological needs. The burden

oÍ the argument rests on the idea thaü as a purely utilitarian,
biological accessory, the synrbolizing activity of the nind

miscarries four times out of five" ft is necessary rtto recon-

sider the inventory of human needs, which scientists have

established on a basis of anjmal psychology, and somewhat

hastùty set up as the measur€ e¡ ¡¡p¡",, l+ The new principle

¡uhich must serye as the starting point in the study of

symbol-ism is, trto conceive the mind, sti1l as an organ in the

service of primary needs, but of charaeterísüealIy hu4en needs_.tt 5

This characteristically human need is naturally the need of

syrnbols. This recognition has had a great effect upon

psychology, for as long as human knor.rledge rüas supposed to rest

upon sense-impression, psychology was bound to direct its
attention to rrthe organs that were the windo¡'¡s of the mind

and . the details of their functioning. rr 6 Now, howervetr,

psychology has quite a different task, that of understanding

l+ Langer, op. cit. r p"3o

5 ibid,¡ p.3o

o ibid., p.20



Jo

human response to sense-impressions, which means the study of

manrs use of symbols. The argument up to this point, which

takes us farther afield in the present study, is summed up in the

following ParagraPhl

fdeas are undoubtedly made out of impressions ---
out of sense messages from the special organs of
perception, and vague visceral reports of feeling"
the lat by which they are made, hornrever, is not a law

r of direct cor¿bination" Any atternpt to use such
principles as association by contiguity or similarity
soon ru¡s into sheer unintelligible coroplication and

artifice. Ideation proceeds from a more potent
principle, which seems to be best described as a
irincipfe of sSrmbolization" The material furnished
Éy the- senses is constantly wrought into s¡mbolst
which are our elementary ideas. sorne of these ideas
can be combined and manipulated in the marurer-we call
ilreasor]-ingeu others do not lend themselves to this
use, but ãre naturally telescoped into dreams, or
v"pãur off into conscious fantasy; and a vast number

of them buitd the most t¡¡pical 3nd fundamental- edifice
of the human mind --- reiigion.T

\

At thls point it is necessary to recall the emphasis

which Langer has placed on e:rperience. In spite of the

synrboli-zing function of the nrind, experience is the basis of

7 *ru. , p.33
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mental activity, which is thus busy fashioning sytäbclical

versions of sense-data. An Lr"nportant modificatìon is brought

into this picture by Jungrs distinction bet'.,¡een the eonscious

and unconscious inind. The symbols to which Jung devotes his

interest are those emanating from outside the sphere of rational-

thought. They stem from the unconscious nind, r,r h o-s e eont,ents,

Jung believes, are not all the result of e:çerience, at least

not the personal experience of any i¡rdividual. The rtcollective

unconsciousrt is the term which he uses to designate the sub-

stratum of the nind which seems independent of personal

experience. It can cn-ly be thought of as the record of

collective human eqoerience throughout all the ages of human

A

Ïrïstory." The matrix conbained in this part of the mi:rd is

that which ex;olains the spontaneous and independent appearance

of almost identical ffihical and religious ideas amongst al}

the peoples of the earth.

ttS)nnbols are not allegories and not signs; they are

images of events which for the most par-b transcend conscious-

ness."9 To Jung these contents of the unconscious mind are

Cf . Jung, Psychologf and -E9l:.81o4, p.lBB.

Cf" Jung, Symbols of Transformation, p'77.
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real, although lacking the su'ostantial-ity of external realit¡r,

and are, moreover, tragents with r"¡hich it is not only possible,

but absolutely necessary for us to co¡ne to terms. "10 The

distincti-on betlveen the oonscious and unconscious mind is one of

the central ídeas in Jungrs eonception of s¡rmbolisrn. The

conscious mind he coneeives as that part of the mind r,¡hich is

responsible -ior directed thinJring and -for manrs ar,'¡areness of

himself as a separate entity. Howeve:r, there is in the

conscious mind a lorver storey which is rrcontamínatedtt with

contents of the unconscious. It is the l-atter fact which

accounts for day-dreaming, or tlfantasy-i;hinkingr! even during

times when the mind is supposedl;v fully 
"oo."j-orrr.11 

This is

the area of thought from which fairy-iales and mybh springt

with their semi-real, or more often completely bizarre and

dream-l-Íke mobifs. ït is also the type of thought which

characterizes prirnitive man. The ultimate origin of dream-

material and fantasy-i;hÍ-nking is the unconscious mind. Ïn

this mental substratum is co¡rcealed a matrjx which operates

10 ïbiq"¡ Þ.TB

1t
This and the remarks immedíately following are based

largely upon Ju.ngts Synrbols of Transfo{rna'b;þgr PP.7-33"
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according to its oron autonomous principle and has a kind of

energy which attracts material from the higher area of the mind.

If this material was originally sense-data cor"esponding to

external reality, it returns from the uneonscious rnind in quite

another shape. The i:nages which rise from the lower to the

upper stoz'eys of the mind are now a hieroglyphic language, a

symbolical version of contents for whieh there is nc other means

of erçression. The important point, however, is that these

images truly represent the archaic part of the mind in which

they originat,ed. This lower nind, which has rnuch in common

with instinct and animal mentalityr' is as much a fact as the

human body itsetf" rt is in this sense that Jung speaks of

ttpsychic realitytt and rts¡/inbolical- truth"tt Sylnbolism, to Jung,

is the record of an inner reality which is real because its

resuljÞs can be observed and are amenable to empirical methods'

The present context is naturally not the place to speak of

psychic disorders and the therapeutic value of understanding

unconscious synbols. It is sufficient, to remark that apart

from the question of mental health and therapy, unconscious

processes are always in progress, and that they contain

va,luable insights for the rnind r¡hich is able to come to terms

with them. It will be necessary to return to this thought

briefly in later Pages.
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I{odern psyehologyrs conception of the mind as a twofold

entity is not the novel idea ¡rhieh it may first appear. i4¡ith

referenee to psyehology and philosophy Jung alludes to the works

of Adolf Bastian and Ïþiedrich Nietzsche, in Erench literature,

to Hubert and Mauss, and also T,evy-Broh1.I2 The fotlolring

passage frora Nietzsehe t s Melaschliches, 4llz¡raens-ct-l-liches, which

Jung has quoted in the same eontexb, illustrates the intuitive

grasp of tirïs idea:

Ich meine: wie jetzt noch der Mensch im Traume sch3-iesstt
sehloss die Menschheit auch im lrlächen viele Jahrtausende
hindurch: die erste eauG]E-ã,ãin Tãiste einfiel, um

irgend Etwas, das der ErklËrung bedurfte, zu erklêlren,
genlláte":ihm und galt a1s l¡üahrheit" (so verfahren nach den
nrzättfungen der Reisenden die frlilden heute noeh. ) fm
Traume tlbt sich dieses uralte Stü,ck Menschent'um in uns
fort, denn es ist die Gru-ndlage, auf der sich die höhere
Vernunft sich ent'r,riekelte und in jedem Menschen sich noch
entwiclcelt: der Traum bringt uns in ferne Zustände der
menschlichen Kultur lrieder zurück rind.giebt ein Mittel
an die Hand, sie besser zu verstehen.rJ

Herder and tlDas Unbe¡'rrrsstelt

A more poetie and even more intuitive anticipation of

this fundamental thesis of modern psyeholognr an example not

12 cf. Jung, Psychology and Religionr p.51.

t3 *r"u"ich Nietzsche,
p.28.

"\'....-i i ii

Menschliches, Allzumenschliches {r

¡t !.. î',."i ,,.
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noted'by Jung, is the insight revealed by Joharur Gottfried Herder,

who, moreover, had some alÀrareness of the effects of this

phenomenon.. hlriting in 1771+ Herder said:

Trefflich auch, dass es also, und die tiefste Tiefe
unsrer Seele mit Nacht bedeckt ist! Unsre anne Denkerin
r'rar gewiss nicht imstande, jeden ReLz, das Samenkorn
jegl-icher Empfindung, in seinen ersten Bestandteilen zu
fassen: sie war nicht imstande, ein rauschendes I''IeLt'meer
so dunkler i,Iogen laut zu hören, ohne dass sie es mit
Schauer und .Angst, mit der Vorsorger aller Furcht und
Kleinmrltigkeit umfinge und das Steuer ihrer Hand entfiele.
Die mütterliche i\latur entfernte also von ihr, was von
ihrem klaren Bewusstsein nicht abhangen konnte, wog jeden
Eindruck ab, den sie davon bekam und sparte jeden Kanal
aus, der zu ihr führte" ltlïn trennet sie nicht' Idúfze1n,
sondern geniesset Blttte. Dtlfte r,lehen ihr aus dunkel-n
Brlschen zu, die sie nicht pflanzte, nicht' erzog: sie steht
auf einem Abgrunde von Unendticl¡keit und r,reiss nicht, dass
sie darauf stehe; durch diese glückliehe Unrvissenheit
steht sie fest und sicher. Nicht minder gut für die
dunkeln Kräfte und Reize, die auf so subalternem Standort
mit¡¡$rken müssen: sie wissen n*cht woz:u? können und sollens
nicht wissent der Grad ihrer Dunl<elheit ist Güte und
tJeisheit. Ein ErdkJ-oss, durchhaucht vqp Lebensothem
des Schdpfers, ist unser leinengebåude.'a

The supreme poetic example of the operation of

unconseious processes is to be found, not surprisinglyr in the

r¡orics of Goethe, Here it can be seen, not only as a fundamental

l lr¿r+ 
Johann Goitfried Herder, Vom Erkennen u4-Ðnpfi!99!,

der raenschlichen Seeler Bd" rr, pî'36i---
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principle in the poetrs conception of life, but also as a

function in his art. Goethers name irill recur later when the

discussion turns to the subject of alchemy.

Herderr,ras impressed, but not dismayed, by the thought

of a mental Unendliehkeit which always stood just a paee in front

of manrs thinking organ. It was welJ-, he thought, that the

conscious mind should hardly recognize this vast dark sea, for

its contents v¡ere far too ovenohelming for manrs limited under-

standing. Better that oi:-ly the blossoms of the plant should be

seen, its fragrance and beauty added to the graces of life sti1l

happily conceived as the rltebensothem des Sehöpfers"rt The

growbh and care of this plant, it seems, could be left to trdie

mütterliche }Tatur.tc This is the point from which modern psycho-

logy takes its departure"

lrthen the functi-oning of the human mind is in question,

nature has not the harmonízíng and maternal character which

Herder postulated for it" The course of events in the Twentieth

Century has show: that it has more often been rrdie dunkeln lrlogentl

than the nBliltenrt and rtDrllfterr of the unconscious mind which have

entered actual life and played an overwhelming role" Still

breast-deep in Eighteenth Century optimism, Herder might well

believe it rn¡as the good Goddess Reason residing in the human
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breast who accounted for manr s rtgottl-ich Selbst.rr--

attribute was that r'¡hich placed man at the crown of

gave hÍm, in fact, a Godhead within himselft

Zurück in Diclt! In deinen irmersten
Bewrrsstsein lebt ein sprechènder Beweis
Vom höchsten .[llbe¡russtsein. --Sei ein Tiert
Verliere Ðich; und wunderst dich, o Torr 1A
Dass du die Gottheit mit dir selbst verlorst?-"

lr?

This godly

nature --

It $rilf be interesting to note later a sornewhat similar

conception of the trselft in C" G" Jung, r^¡ith eertain raodifica-

tions. For Jung, reason in itself has nothing in eommon with

godliness and he would hardly coneur r^rith Herder in praising it

as tÐie ordnerin, die aus Venrirrungen/gntwirvend webt Cen Knäue1

der lTatur/Zurn sehünen Teppich . . ."17 Reason, to Jung, is a

differentiation proceeding from manrs prirnitive mental state.

this state he has described as analogous to the early childhood

of modern man" Thought, tf it can be called such, is spontaneous

L5 cf. Herderts poem selbst, Ein Ðlagraent, I{erke r, p"h9,
trsei priãlter dleser iüarrrn@tigsten Altar,
ond ehre dichr/UnA pftegt in dir dein gdttlich Selbst, Vernunft.

L6 rbid., p"l+8.

L7 rbid., p"l+8.
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comes. consciousness he
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not surffnoned and directed but just

has described as a state in which nan

perceives himself thinking" The contents of the primitive rnind

are not differentiated as such but beco¡ne fixed upon external

objects and invest such objects itith a peculiar energy whlch seems

supernatural to the primftive beholder. Thls provides an

important clue to the nature of the unconscious mind and the

discussion will return to this point r'rhen the relationship

between synbolism and religion is considered.

Primitive life was characterized by an almost complete

ttprojectiontr of mants psychic contents" The gradual withdra¡'¡al

of these projections and. the consequent differentiation of

thought brought about the existence of the eonscious mind and its

highest, function, reason. Reason, however, is the exaci anti-

thesis of the mental state from whieh it arose. The more it

widened its sphere, the nrore distinctly it brought about a

division between itself and the instinetual forces of prfutitive

life" It is unfortunately in the nature of this division that

the rational mind, as ilerder said, tisparte jeden Kanal aus, der

zu ihr frlhrte. tl

Jungts concern is to re-establish the bridge betrnreen the

conscious and the unconscious mind, for he considers the greatest

human r^rcI]-being to lie in the harmony of these two opposites.
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It is not that such a bridge does not exist, but that it lies

discarded beeause modern man i'rill accept as real onl-y that which

he can grasp r^rith his intellect. This principle denies even

the existence of the unconscious mind. The bridger as intimated

earlier, is the hierogl¡rphic language of syrnbols in which the

unconscious mind exlpresses itself" By recognizlng synbols for

what they are it is possible to come t,o terms with the insti-nct-

uality of arehaic man so tþat life is not overr'¡helmed by naturets

tldunkeln f'Iogen.rr

It seems likety that Jung would find Herderrs optimism

approprüate so long as 'i;he sparlc of human life was conceived as

the tT,ebensothem des Schdpfers.tt To hirn, religion is the

greatest of all meeting places for the consclous and unconscious

mind. Feligion can be thought of as a s¡Tnbolica} erçression

of manrs anti'bhetical complex, including the irrationality i'rhich

is such a large part of the whole" By facing his own irration-

ality in this manner, it is possible for man to make the ethical

or moral choice without suppressing his or'¡n lornrer nature" This

is a psychological viel+ which makes no claj-rns about the objective

tru.th of religion. The concern is t¡itir the religious function

oí the human psyrche, not with metaphysical truth.
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So far the argument has proceeded with felv direct

references to Jungts studies. A difficultJ- exists in this

regard because of the diffusiveness of his exposition and

documentation" In order to make good this deficieney trüo

passages have been selected l¡hich seem to contain Jung,s mosi

fundarnental ideas" They not only provide an excellent ilrustra-
tion for the present discussion, but develop an additional point,

nanely, the religious function of the unconscious mind.

ïn the same way that the State has caught the individual,
the j-ndividual imagines that he has caught the psJ'che
and Ïro1d:s her in the hollow of his hand. He is even
making a science of her in the absurd supposition that
the intel-Iect, inrhich is but a part and a fu¡ction of
the psyche, is sufficient to comprehend the much greater
whole. In reality the psyche is the mother and the
maker, the subject and even the possibility of conscious-
ness itself. ït reaches so far beyond the boundaries
of consciousness that the latter could easily be eompared
to an island in the oceen. trilhereas the island is small
and narrow, the ocean is immensely wide and deep and
contains a life infinitely surpassing, in kind and degree,
anybhing known on the island--so that if it is a question
of space, it does not matter whether the gods are rrinsiderl
or troutsiderl, . " loday accurate observation of
unconsciolls processes has recognized, Trith all other ages
before us, that the unconscious possesses a creative
alu'tonomy such as a mere shadow could never be endor,¡ed
with. Ïlhen Caruse von Ilartmann, and, in a sense,
Schopenhauer equated the unconscious with the i,¡orld-
creating principle, they were only summing up all those
teachings of the past which, grounded in inner experience,
san the m¡rsterious agent, personified as the gods. It
suits our h1'¡perirophied and hybristic modern eonscious-
ness not to be mindful of the dangerous autonomy of the
unconscious and to treat it negatively as an absence of
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consciousrlesso The hypothesis of invisible gods or
daemons would be, psychologically, a far more
appropriate formulation, eve;r though it would be an
anthropomorphic pro jection. Jö

The next quotation concerns the nunrinous qualities of

unconscious eontents of the mind:

llot onl;r is r?freedom of the trilltr an incalcu]-able
problem philosophicallyt it is also a misnomer in the
practical sense, for we seldom find anybody who is
not influenced and indeed dominated by desires,
habits, impulses, prejudices, resentments, and by
every conceivable kind of complex" .[11 these natural
facts function exactly like an Olyntpus full of deities
who rorant to be propitiated, served, feared and
worshipped, not only by the individual or¡ner of this
assorted pantheon, but by everybody in his vicinity.
Bondage and possession are sJ¡non¡,rmous" -Always,
therefore, there is something in the psyche that takes
possession and li:nits or suppresses our moral freedom

The tru-th is that we do not enjoy masterless
freedom; we are continually threatened by psychie
factors which, in the guise of trnatural phenomenarr,
may take possession of us at any moment. The with-
drarnral of metaphysical projections leaves us almost
defenceless in the íace of th-is happening, for we

immediately identify with every impulse instead of
giving it the name of the trotherrr, which would at
least hold it at armts length and prevent it.from
storming the citadel of the ego- ttPrincipalities and

powersrr are always with^us; we have no need to create
them even if we could.rT

18 Jung, Psychology and Religion, PP"85-85"

L9 rbid.r pp.B6-87.
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Much has been said about the distinetion bett'een the

conscious and unconscious mind, their functions, and the place

of syrirbolism in this scheme" The Physiologus has norv to be

related to these ideas"

If the Physiologus is fashioned out of trlmages of events

which for the most part transcend consciousnessrtt it represents

a reality of the inner man and has the religious function

characteristíc of sy,trbols from the unconscious mind. The

union of opposites on a physical plane was an all-important

itern !n the programme of the alchemists, as wilf be seen j-n

later pages. The physical aspect of alchemy, however, resulted

in many cases from a proiection of psychic contents into the

matter rrith which the alehemlsts experinented. rn a less

tanglble way, relígion is capable of effeeting the union which

the alchemists hacl in mind, and moreover, of attaining the

phllosopherrs stone which ever eluded alchemical erqperiment'

The unlon of opposites. means the union of conscious and

unconsclous elements, and the psychic or rnetaphysical gold is

any renewal of the personality which gives a new impetus or

fulfilment to 1ife. Any syrirbolical product i'rhich performs this

serviee for mankind, and the @þ!9gg is a case in point,

deserves closer attention than is shown by the ttenlightened
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stupidityrr of purely ratíonal

noted that even in the realm

analysis. ït has already been

of the physical sciences,

with meaning. If it is objectedobservation is not synonymous

that the Physiolggus does not do justice to natural scienee,

then the question should be asked whether natural science does

justice to the Îþsychic realityrr reflected in the Physiologus

and whether the claim shoul-d ever have been advanced that the

Physiologug is in any sense a scientific document. This state-

ment, admittedly, anticipates the denonstration of unconscious

symbolism in the Physiologus.

Archetypal Patterns and The Doctrine of The Trinity
¡îho Þhrrcì n] norr< i q aannaa,,.= ,.1yo.$fS is connected ín an important way with

an" "n"[ oll*rrking associated with the advent of Christian-

ity. Since Christian dogma forms the superstructure of the

Physiologus: any insight in this direction will also be an

insight into the meaning of the Physiologus. The Christian

Trinity is an important constituent of the sSrnrbolism of the

Physiologus. .[lthough a discussion of the Trinity at this

point wilt to some extent anticipate the following chapter,

ít will help to illustrate Jungrs concept of rrarchety¡ra1tt

ideas, and r'rill follow naturally from what has been said about

the þsychic realityrç ln the Physiologus.
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christian dogma states in netaphysical terms that man

rn¡as created in the image of God. Jung e:çresses a somer,¡hat

similar idea as a trpsychic fact.tr Psychology takes man and

the human psyche as its starting point and assert's no claims

concerning metaphysical truth. The order is reversed when Jung

states that God, in psychological terms, is the image of manrs

psychic tota1ity.2o Ït is alaays noted that the integration of

unconscious contents into the conscious mind brings with it a

nurninous ex¡lerience. This is the essence of religion. Ït

is on-ly in the iffational and transcendent entity of a God-

imagethatmancanglimpsehisowntotality.Ibomthisview-

point God can be thought of as a symbol of manrs psychic whole-

Rêss. In these terms the Trinity represents a transition from

the rrunthinkingfr life of primitive man to the intel-lect'ual life

of civilized man. In the primitive age, before the differentia-

tion of consciousness, God '¡vas only a single entity despite a

flock of psyehle projections into the material world" rrHere

man, world and God form a whole, a unity unclouded by criticism'

ït is the world of the Father and of nan in his childhood state"t2l

20 
!j. Jotg, Psychology and Religion, P"L56 and p'19h'

2L lþiA"' P"13it"
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fn this rn¡or1d the question of evil does not arise. rrThe world

of the Father is characterized by a pristine oneness with the

whole of Nature, no matter rvhether this oneness be beautiful

or ugly or ar¡e-inpsiring"te22 Tdith the dar,nring of consciotlsnesse

honr-ever, the critical apparatus naturally began to do its work"

The ar,rareness of the worldrs i-rnperfection and manrs sufferi-ng

became a great sturnbling block to the previous feeling of one-

ness. Once the concept of evil and the question of its origin

arose, a new situation nade its appearanceó

o . o é then reflection has already begun to judge the
Fbther by his manifest works, and straightt^iay one is
conscious of a doubt, wh-ich is itself the spnptom of a
split in the or.iginal unity. One comes to the conclusion
that the creation is Ímperfeet -- nay more, that the
Creator has not done his job properly, that the goodness
and almÍghtiness of the Father cannot be the sole
principS-e of the cosmos. Flence the One is supplemented
by the Other, i,rith the result that the world of the Father
is fundar4entally altered and superseded by the r,¡or1d of
the Son.23

The division of the oneness of God which occurred with

the advent of consciousness is at the same time synbolized and

compensated by the figure of Christ. .Í¡Jhen 
God becomes

incarnate in the person of the Son there emerges a duality which

fbid. ¡ p.131+.

Ibid,¡ p"13L,.

22

2?
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is parallel to the twofold human psyche. The idea of christrs
Godhead, however, nakes him more than a symbol of manrs conscious

psyche' .as a redeemer he symbolizes the furfirrnent which lies
in the union of these troo opposite components of the psyche.

The incarnation is brought about by the descent of the Holy Ghost,

the third person of the Trinity" The i{oly Ghost ls certainly

the ¡nost puzzling and paradoxical person of the Trinity" Jung

has this to say about it:

ït is of paramount importance that the idea of the Holy
Ghost is not a natural image but a recognition of theliving quality of Father and Son, abstractly conceived
as the rrthirdrr term between the One ancl the Other. Outof the tension of duality life always procìuces a rrthirdrr
that seems somehow ineom¡nensurable or paradoxical.
Hence, as the rtthirdtt, the Holy Ghost is bound to be
incornmensurable and paradoxical too" unrike Father and
Son, he has no name, and no charaeter" He is a function.
but that function is the Third Person of the Godhõãã;zh_

In psychological terms

a rþrogressive transformation

namely the psyche as a whole.

the Trínity is

of one and the

u25

synonyrnous with

substance,

thus

There is an ínteresting representation of the Trinity in
an 01d High Gennan poem of the Twelfth century which points

ô1,Ç+ fbid. t p"159.

25 ïbid.r p.19h. one of Jungts
staternents of this transformation is
Religion, p"L57

cLearest and most eondensed
found in Psychology and
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unnistakeably to the psychic background of this formula. This

does not mean that the poet had any aTüareness of the fact"

Rather such a feeling seems to have developed from rrlnner

experiencerr during the centuries when Christian dogna was

christall íz[ng, The conception of the TrÍnity r¡hich is seen in

the foll-owing verses can be traced back to the writings of

st. augustine. The poem refeffed to is knor'¡n as the summa

Theologiae" After the first strophe of the poem describes the

unity of God and his almightiness as Creator, Strophe Two

proceeds to explain his triune aspect and horn¡ this is rel-ated to

the human soul:

Ain gotis crafpht in drin generinidin
daz ist ouch gilãzzLn den sõIin
di si habint insamint ungischeidin,
rãt, giþugidi mid dlm willin,
disi dri ginennidi
sint immir insamlnt woninti
di ginãdi uns got dõ virllzt
do er unsich sin ãoim in blis.
dannin birin r,¡'ir an der sã1i ¡1
mld gítoubin daz õrlichi gotis bilidi. ¿o

(One godly power in three Persons.
the soul such frame is also given.
together and undivided i'b holds t'hern,

understauding, remembrance and purpose"
these three persons
one in the other are alwa;'rs dwelling'
His Grace God sent us
when He breathed into us l{is breath.
tnrcugh the soul we thereby^became
in taittr, Godrs true Í:nage.) trans" by miter

26 PauI Piper, ed., Deutfcþe itTa'uional-l-i¡çrat"rr- Die
geistl-iche licirtunå oe-s' ¡n@'



The slmilarity existing between the christian Trinity

/l
h/t

and the hunan rrselitt is clearly brought out'

fornulation of the soul as I&, gÛiugjdi and

offence if it does not agree in a defiaitive

The tripartite

lrllli need not give

sense rnrith Jungrs

of the

rnind, its

¡ihich is

conceptionofthepsyche.Thetripartiteconception

psyehe is based upon the existence of the uneonscious

antithesis, consciousness, and the mediatlng rrthirdrr¡

the functioning of psychic processes aiined at a s¡¡nthesis of the

ttrvo. The most recent interpretation of the @ by

Heinz Rupp, explains the strophe as followse

DenAussagenrlberdieEinheitGottesfoJ.gtinStrophe2
dieDar]-egungderTrinitätinderForm,i¿iesieAugustin'
im 9, und-10, Buch seines i,ierlces ,De Trinitatet entwickelt:
die Trinität als ,meûIoriâtt, ninteilegentiaf¡, rrvol-untastt (amor) '
und wie dort, so wird auch hier --- in vereinfachter Form ---
die Beziehung zirischen Trinitdt und menschficher seele
hergestellt,. Darin aber liegt der l(ern. der. Strophe; der

entãcheidende Satz ist -- reiÀ vom Sprachlichen hergeshen --
nicht Vers 1I iiÍ, "ã"Aern 

Vers L2 (Þ), denn 1l- (I) ist nur

Subjekt f{Ir 12' (Zi , der Schwerpunlct tiegt auf dem Verb
(,;í1";;r1""¡-*nà dám objekt (,,ãen selintr)'- Nicht um elne

Trj-nitätslehre geht es áem Dichter, er wlll vielmehr mit
Hilfe der auguslinisctren Lehre von der Trinität den

entseheidenoen Bezag zrrischen Gott und Mensch herstellen'
irlie die Trinität so besteht auch jede Seele-aus ¡¡rãLtre

,,gifrugiairr, u-nd ,,willintr und ist darnit ,ogotis bilídirr'
,,î*"gõ Deiír. Diese strukturelle Gleichheit von Trinität
und seele aber ist das grosse Gnadengeschenk Gottes an die
menschliche Seele, und áeshalb kann der Dôehter auch sagen,

dieses Abbild Gotíes sei ,,erlichrr, habe Ansehen und drHrfe

Verehrung fordern.¿l

27 Heinz Rupp,
L2, Jahrhunderts

Deutsche ReligiÜs,e Dich
pl8'6l--
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The trinity-formula had to be given considerable attention

in order to illustrate the psychic background of sytnbol-s employed

by the Physiologus. fn this nranner the clai¡r will be justified

that the Physiologus does not suffer from its failure to depict

nature in accordance with objective reality. A different concept

of reality is required if one is to understand a document, whose

meaning, according to historians, exercised hardly.l.ess attraction

in its tine than that of the Bible itself. The'key to this

understanding is Jungts phrase rrpsychic realityrr. $trophe Eight

of the Summa TheologÍae e4plains effectively what nature meant to

the nind which was under the spelI of this inner reality:

A1 des dir mennischi bidorfti
in ui-nf dagin got uori worchti"
an demo sechstin dagi worchter in.
dis r,reilt ir:r,rart durch in"
er habiti in allÍn gischephidõn
wnni odir bilidi odir herzindum
unsir chunftic ellendi
Ìüas er nit disin allin drõstintit
daz si unsich des irmanitin, ôe
daz wir heim zi der nendin hugitin. ¿u

(¡tt tirings which man needed
God made in the first five days"
on the si:cth day He fashioned man.
through Hi:n arose Creation.
delight, example or stewardship
had man in all created things.
for our coming woe
were all these things Godrs consolationt
alt this to us was admonition
that we home our thoughts in glory.) ---- trans. by r'rriter

28 Piper, ed., op" citoe p.6B
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ït has been remarked by many investigators that the

Physiologus served the purpose of turning menrs minds tonards the

¡thigher thingstt by showing them the eternal world of the spirit
i¡r nature¡s transitory facade. The demonstration of actual

psychic contents which are served by such an idea of nature places

this simple observation on a ner¡r level of meaning.

A second reason for the discursive treatment of the trinity-

formula is that the Trinity exeraplifies Jungts concept of ttarche-

ty¡laltÎ ideas. It witl be important to recognize what ís meant

by the phrase rrarchetypes of the unconseiousr! and how this idea

applies to the Physi-ologus. As we have seen, the lowest stratum

of the unconscÍous mind is independent of personal experience.

It is the rtcollective unconscious[. Jung e:qplains his eonception

of both the trcollective unconscious[ and its rrarchetypesrt in the

following paragraph:

ften dreams are made of collective material to a very
high degree, just as, in the mybhology and folklore of
different peoples, certain motifs repeat thenrsel-ves in
almost identical form. I have called these motifs rtarche-
t¡pestß, and by this I mean forms or images of a collective
nature r^¡hich occur practically al-l over the earth as
constituents of rnybhs and at the same time as autochthonouse
individual products of unconscious origin. The archetypal
motifs presumably derive from patterns of the human mi¡d
that are transmitted not only by tradition and migration
but also by heredity. The latter hypothesis is indispensable,
sinee even complicated archetypal images can be reproduced
spontaneouqly without there being any possibility of direct
tradition.29'

29 Jung, Psychology and Rel-igion, p.!O



,:.:.:.;:::.:;:: :i il,: l.-..: i : t¡ì:.iii.'::;.j;:ì..--':::'1 :i."Ì.' :.'ti:it::.:¡l

57

tr{hen any archetypal image becomes conscious it exerts

great poÏø over the mind in r¡hich tt functions and cornmonly

produces a numinous experience. The more distinctry such an

image refers to its archetypal origin, the greater is its
fascination and the more divine or daemonic its properties. The

figure of christ represents such an archetlpe of the collective
unconscioo".3O The hero who saves his people from âr¡ ov€r-

whelming fate by performing su.perhuman deeds and at the same time

undergoing great ordears is a famiriar motif. The fomnrl-ation

of this archetype in nybhicar literature and folkrore needs no

elaboration. Regarding this type of figure Jung says:

The content of all such symbolic products is the idea of
an oveiporoering, all-embracing, complete or perfect being,
represented either by a man of heroic proportions, or by 

-

an ani¡laI with rnagicar attributes, or by a rnagic vessel-
or some other tÊtreasure hard to attainrrt such as a jewel,
ri'g, croïùt? . . . This archetypal idea is a reflectionof the individualts wholeness, ioeo of the self, whÍch is
present in him as an unconscious image. The conscious
nrind can fozm absorutely no conception of this totality,
because it incl_udes not only conscious but also the
unconscious psyc\ç, which is, as such, inconceivable and
irrepresentabl-e. r'

3o cf. ¿þ¿d. , pp"IlZ*Ilf 
"

?1

ibid. , pp.L55-L16.
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In psyehological terms, however, manr s wholeness is

synonymous with his image of God. As a religious hero Christ

appears as a member of the Trinity. The Trinity is itself an

archet¡>e of the collective unconscious whose images go back to

grey antiquity" Jung has traced pre-Christian parallels to the

Trinity in the philosophies and religions of Babylonia, Egyipt

and Greece.32 Hermann Schneider has pointed out that Gernanic

rellgion also knew a trinity of gods. Concerning the Germanic

deities Tirraz (Ziu), Donar and Ïriôtan he says:

Beachten wir zunächst, dass hler eine Götterdret-hètt
genannt ist. sie begegnet immer und immer wiederr 1^Ienn-

ff"i"fr mit schwankenden Namen, auf der lrlordendorfer Sþange

ães T. Jahrhunderts, in der altsåchsischen Abschwörungs-
forrnel- des 8., in eínem der dltesten Skaldenlieder des p.t
im Tempel zu ilpsala nach einem Bericht des I1', in 

-
verschiedenen Érzählungen der beiden Edden des 13. Jahr-
hunderts -- und imme¡^ist T¡Iotan dabei, nenngleich nicht
stets an der SpLNze.))

lrlith specific reference to the Micdle Ages the operation

of the archet¡rpes of christ and the Trinity can be seen in the

growth of the ]-egend and lore which surrounds the lives of the

saints" An example of this is provided in the account of

32 rbid., pp.1r2-128.

33 Hermann Schneider,
p"236"

ed", Gernanische Altertumskunde,
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St. 01af given by the mediaeval historian, Snorri Sturlason. In

01áfs Saga Helga Snorri rel-ates that St. Olaf ¡'ras martyred by

ttr"" """"4r -ta he circumstantial-ly describ"" trr"r.3h Later,

the recovery of Ol-afr s body after a year of interment is described

as follows:

Tl,relve months and five days after King 01af rs death
his holy remains were dug up, and the coffin had raised
itself almost entirely to the surface of the earth; and
the coffin appeared quite new, as if it had but lately
been made. When Bishop Grimkel came to i{ing Olafrs open
coffin, there was a delightful and fresh smell. There-
upon the bishop uncovered the kingrs face, and his
appearance tnras in no respect altered, and h!s- cheeks were
as red as if he had but just fallen asleep.J)

The burial, followed after an interval by disinterment, is

part of the archetypal idea, as Jung has indicated in discussing

the Christian parallel, Christts three-day descent into purgatory

and his subsequent resurrection. The same idea of descent into

el,)4 Cf. Jung, PsychologJ an9.*Rs-ligion, p'11+B: rrThat is
to say, lnanrs conceptions of God are organized into triads
and trinities, and a whole host of ritual istic and magical
practices take on a triple or trichotonous character, as in
the case of thrice-repeated apotropaic spells, forrnulae for
blessing, cursing, praising, giving thanks, o o . rr

¿/ Snorri Sturluscnr The Hej¡rsk-4ngl=s, ed" Rasmus B.
Anderson, trans. Samuel Laffi
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a subterranean region, i.e., the unconscious, is s¡ttbo1ical1y

represented in the Divins_ Cornedy and in the classical lrial-purgis-

nacht of Faust fI.36 The sweet smell which emanated from Olafts

coffin is likewise part oÍ the archet¡¡gal idea as the next chapter

will show (see the panther). G" TP:rville-Petr"e says of the St.

01af legend:

Tradition has it that St" 01af was martyred on the
29th Juty, 1030, and his anniversary has been celebrated
in many churches on that day. The scene at S,tilrlastadir,
rvhen the sull tras darkened, resembled that at Calvary when
Christ gave up the Ghost' Throughout the Middle Ages,
Olaf was regarded as a synrbol, or emanation of Christ.

Within a few hor:rs of the saintrs death miracles were
recorded, and l¡ounds were healed by his blood. His body
was taken secretly fronr thç.battlefield, and buried in a

sandbank by the River Nid.'r

Alcheny and ttSeelische Polarität

Tn his ¡rel l-knoi,rn novel Notle--gqlne de lal:igr Victor ilugo

remarks t¡hen describing the great cathedral:

11 nrest pas jusqutaux hermdtiques qui ne-trouvent,
dans les syroboles du grand portail un.abrègë
satisfaisan'U de leur science, dont 1ráglise de

36
Cf. Jungr Psychot-o,g.y and Alc4glny, note, p.52'

37
G. Turville-Petre, The Ergic:Be of Scqn4in?gia, p'L62'
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Saint- Ja cqug¡ -d e -la-Boucherie lta it u n hilrogl;rphe
si complet"Jo

The apparent ineongruity contained in this observation

has much to do with the Physiolo-gus. Its expl-anation lies in

the identit;,r of a large number of s¡mbols used by both the

PhysiologEs and the alchemists.

The manifest aim of alchemy was the conversion of base

substances into gold" Side by side with this chenical process,

horuever, Tdas a psychic process whose goal- was the perfection of

the ttselfn. There 'r¡ere charlatans amongst the alchemists and

not a few hacks who took their laboratory work quite literally,

but there were others who realized the psychic nature of their

worlc. Such phrases as, tBaurim noster non est aurum tolg1tt39

indicai;e this fact. The gold which they sought T{as an

allegorical gold. In this sense, the chemical opus- of alcilemy

was a projection of psychie contents and of their progressive

transformation. In perfeet harmony rnrith the natural gradient'

3B
Victor Hugo, itTotre-Dame de Paris , P"L29.

39
Cf . Jung, Psychology a.nd.Alehemy, P"3h.
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of the psyche, the alchenists attempted to reaeh their goal by

means of a union

or a coniunctio"
)rOof the opus-" in

of opposites referred to as a chprical r,lg{4Íng

this coniq*ctio was actually a special stage

rrhich the union of opposites was performed rrin

lrl
the likeness of male and femaleort-- There ultimately az"ose from

this union a purer substance which was thought' of allegorically
ID

as a hermaphrodite.*- This was the magic substance tthich brought

about the transforrnation of l-esser substances into go1d" Jung

has slrown the parallel between this complect,io. opposit-orum, the

philosopherrs stone, and the figure of Christ. The transforma-

iion itself was equated in al-chernistie literature r,rith Christrs

resurrec'bion and the whole idea was represented syrnbolically by

the phoenix. It is perfectly in keepine T,rith the psychic back-

ground of alchemy that the secyet of this transformation could be

revealed to the alchemist in a dream.

t,¿̂rv For a short description of the opus cf" Jung,
Psychology and -Alchemy, pp"21B-22I"

Ll cf. the laboratory scene in Faust fI in which the
alchemicil opus is perforrned:

lnlagner leEser" Es wird ein Mensch gemacht.
l4ephistopheles. Ein Mensch? Und welch verliebtes Paar

Habt Thr ins Rauehloch eingesehl-ossen?

4¿ In the laboratory scene of Faus! TI this figure is the
homunculus. For the identit5- of the homunculus and the
pirilosopherts stone see Ronald D. Gray, Goe!þg_lhe alchemist
þp.eo9-Þro. For ihe hermaphroditic áátffi'
ibid", p.211+.
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Tt is of interest tlut the Trinity Wnbolism of Christian-

ity iras often replaced in alchemy by a quaternity. The alchenrists

syrabolized manrs wholeness by means of the number four. Jung has

pointed out that such a vaseillation in number symbolisrn existed

even in pre-Christian thought. It is a problem which appears in

psychology, philosophy and religion.

The fi:'st philosophieal indication of the affinit¡r between

the numbers three and four is in Plators Timaeqs which begins with

the quesiion, rÌOne, two, three -- but -- rrrhere is the fourth?r¡L3

P1ato did not penetrate this problent, but formed a triadic

conception of the cosmos. The insight of a poet reveals much more

about this problem and shows 'rhat deep responsiveness to psychic

contents is operative in artistic creation of Goethers order. Ïn

the Cabiri scene of Faust II the problem surrounding three and

four appears thus:

Drei haben wir tnit,genommen,
Der vierte i¡ollte nicht kommen;
Er sagte, er sei der Rechte,
Der f{lr sie alle dächte.

Jung conceives
LL

beginning to end. tr ' '

LL
,JU$9,

of this view

Faust II as rran

Psychologically

alchemical drama from

he sees the Cabiri as the

1."45 Cf. Jung, Psychology and Religion, p"lól+.

Psychology and -AfcbglnJ, p.66- For a modification
Goethe the .[lchemist,str pp.2L9-22Os& Ronald D. Gray, Goethe the .[lc



creative forces ¡rhj-ch operate belolr the level of consciousness,

just like the gnornes of mybh and legend whieh live beneath the

earth.

Just as, in FauFt, the fourth thinks for them all,
so the whereabouFõT the eighth should be asked rton

Olyrrpustr. Goethe showed great insight in no'b u¡der-

"stj*tting his inferior function . . . although it l¡as

in the hands of the cabiri and was undoubtedly mythologi-
cal and archaie. He characlerLzef.Lt perfectly i-n lhe
Iine: trThe fourth r¡ould not come.tt4)

The $fourthrt indicates the dark and archaic part of the

psyche which has its place in the collective unconscious' Ïn

retigious terrns the fourth is the fallen angel, the personifi-

cation of evil" But the fourth is a necessary component' of

psyciric wholeness and must therefore, in a sense, supplement

the Christian TrinLLy.\6 hlithout sin there is no repentancet

without repentanee no grace, and hence no redemption' The

conflict between good and svil was externalized in Christianity

inasmuch as it was a personification which existed outside the

Trinity. The evil in the human soul-, or psychologically, the

darkest aspect of the unconscious mind, could be comfortably

Jungt Psychology "na 
Re3-igion, P.165.

6h

l'(

I+6

rtF

UI . ibid" , p"L56.
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projected into this personification so that the realization was

avoided that evil really emanates from the soul itseI.f. This

!,ras, according to Jung, a psychological stunnb]ing block since

the process which leads to human wholeness is based upon the

resolution of the psychic opposites. Jung says:

I nrìê7

The unconscicus conversion of instine'r,ual impulses into
religious activity is elthically worthless, and often no
more than an Lrysterical outburst . " Ethical- decision
is pcssible onl-y whpg one is conscious of the conflict
in aII its aspects.4f

By its use of quatenrity symbolisttt and by its application

of a synthetie method alchemy accepted the psychic conflict of

opoosites in all its implications" fn this sense it reflected

its psychic nature more accurately than Christian dogma.

The frequent appearance of the unicorn in alchemical

s¡nnbolism illustrates the importance of the union of opposites.

The common understanding of this animal as a religious sy,ttbol

nias that it represented Christ. Its single horn sSnnbolized the

unity of Father and Son and its habit of giving itself up to

virgins by placing its head in their laps was obviousl-y derived

fron the Christ-arehefype.

however, tha'b this anjmal ¡,ras

towards men" This must also

The older Physiologus texts state,

swift of foot and evill-y disposed

have been a cornaon idea" St. Basil

|"?4( Jungr St"o¡ofs og Transfor*ati.q p.72.
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said, rrAnd take heed unto thJæelf, 0 Man, and bern¡are of the

unieorn who is the demon. For he protteth evil against man,

and he is cunning in evil-doing. rrh8 rhe older üercbs, as werl

"s Èer ;ittrg"re Physiologrs, relate that with the help of a

maidenly decoy the hunters are able to make a captive of the

animal and lead it away to the palace of the king. This

appears consistent with the evil side of the beastrs character. ,,,

xi"evertheress, it is allegoricaIly equated in the same texbs

with christ" Further traces of this contradiction are stiI1
discernible in the 01d High Gerrnan tercus, Der äItere physio-

logus states t,hat thet?einhurnott is u.tile lueil un ist so gezal

daz i¡ro niman geuolgen nemag noh ez nemag zeneheinero uuis

geuanen uuerdin . . o etc.tß Der jüngere physiologus says

that the animal is rrlutzil tier. unte ist de¡re chitzine gilich.

unfe ist uile chune. Iz habit ein horn. andene hobite"

nehein man nÍmag in giuahen" ner4rare mit disroe liste . . n etc.rt

BothtextSgoontoexplainhowtheanima1!scapturedbythe
fListt of placing a virgin in its path. Concerning animal

s-¡¡¡rbolism in alchemy and particularly the symbol of the unieorn

Jung says:

LB Cf" Jung, Psychology and Alcherny, p.\26.
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These examples should suffice to show ho¡'r close
ls the connection between alchêmical synbolism and
the language of the Church. It is to be noted in
the ecclesiastical quotations that the unicorn also
contains the element of evil. Originally a fabulous
and monstrous beast, it harbours in itself an inner
contradiction, a eoniunctio oppositorum, nhich makes

monstrum

The animal symbols which alchemy shared r,ritt¡:tÌÈir,Fh)r.sio-

logus :ar,e the 1ion, antelope, unicorn, ass, ape, stag,

pelican, eagIe, phoenix, fish, and, of coursee the dragon

(snake).

The foregoing discussion of alchemy was considered

expedient for several reasons" First1y, its use of a large

number of symbols which are identical with those of the

Physiologus is itsel-f a matter of interest, even though a

direct connecting link cannot be found. Tt is, in fact,

more the absence of such a direet link which attracts our

interest. Secondly, alchemy provides another illustration

of ho¡¡ close the mediaevel mind r.¡as to its psychic roots"

Moreover, the identity of the symbols used by the Physiologus

and the alchemists gives a broader foundation to the assertion

that rtarchetypalrs ideas were operative in the formation of

these s¡rmbols.

it a singularly appropriatp^synbol for the
hermaphroditum of alchemy.4T

l,o4> Jung, Psychology and Alchemy, pp")+26-h27.



The Mediaeval Attitude to itïature and The
ItSovereignty of The ïdearr

The labe1 often put upon nediaeval thought is some

C^
phrase resembling Jungts rrsovereignty of the idea.ttl" It

has been said that mediaeval thought was independent of material

factors and consistently overlooked the particulars of the

external world in favor of transcendental ideas. Whether or

not this statement does justice to the whole of mediaeval

thought, it must certainly have applied to some particular

areas" One of the most striklng examples of mediaeval

subjectivity is a story told of St" Bernard of Clairvaux"

Once, when on a journey, he rode for a whole day along the

shores of Lake Geneva. l{hen at the end of the journey his

companions spoke of the lake, he asked to what lake they

referred, he had ,""r, ,rorr".51 This division between man and

nature has been succinctly described by Ernst Kantorowicz in

his study of the tnperor trbederick the Second:

(rì)v Jung, Syqrbol-s of Transformation, p"76.

6B
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li. B. I'rlorkman,

p'307"
The Evolution of The Monastic
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The normal course of organi-c growbh, to arrive at
the general lar,r by abstraction from the pari;icularblas
reversed in the Scholastic age. The Scholastic mind
a1w'ays focussed on the Universal as the first given
prerniss, the thought accustomed to daily converse with
the ttUniversalrr, was able more readily to grasp a

general lar,¡ about the collective cosmos than the sirnplest
single th:ing on Earth, and people learned to knor,r ltÏature
in her individual manifestations through intellectual
speculation about Lar¡s and Sþecies. Anybhing related
tò Eternity and the Universal was quickly grasped by the
trained mindt Astronomy and Mathematics lfe¡er therefore,
more immediately understood than Botany and Zoology, and

these in their turn more rapidly than the science of men.

Plastic art shows every step of the road"
The recent fashion of ascribing to the l4iddle Ages

a feeling for or observation of Nature is símply playing
with Lrords. The Middle Ages certainly considered
ldature holy as the eternal order of the world, but no

one before at earliest l-200 conceived it speculatively
and yet j-ntellectual-Ly as a live thing, moved by its own

forcès, throbbing ¡+ith its own life" No importanee
attached to it in itself; men preferred to grasp
natural phenomena abstractty as allegory and to interpret
them transcendentally" A late Alexandrine¡ork, the
3!ys.i.o1ogus " " . reinforced this tendenc;'r'2e

This attitude tor,¡ards nature can be traced back to the

first cenl:uries of the Christian era ruhen the new rel igion was

fighting for its life against Mithraism and pagan nature-worship'53

The early Chureh Fathers were well aT^rare o-f the dangers atùached

to an unchecked admiratio¡r of nature for its ot¡n salce. Ïn

thls contexi: Jung quot,es the fol-loi'ring passages frotn

St. Augustine:

52 Erns-r, Kantcrowicz, Fredqr:Ei< 
-!llg å9"o"g--11Zþ!25Q,

^^¿ 
aq/

DY)" JJ>-J)O"

>) cj. Jung, synbols oLtranllqrmjrti-ont P"73'
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And nen go forth and admire lofty mountains and
broad seas and tur.n away frorn themselvesu

. they love these things too muclt an$, beeome

subject to them, and subjects cannot judge.>a

Jung coiaments e

One i,¡ould certainly think it possible to Love something,
to have a positirre attitude tor'rards it, without suplneI¡r
succumbing to it and losing one I s porrrer of rational
judgernent. But Augustine knew his contemporaries, and
furtherrnore hoi,¡ much godliness and godlike power dwelt
in the beauty of the world"

ft is no'b merely a question of sensuality and of
aesthetic corruption, but -- and this is t'Lre point --
of paga-nism and nature r'iorsÌrip. Because gods dwell in
created things ¡ran falls to worshipping them, and for
that reason he must-'burn awa;/ frorn them utterly lest
he be overwhelmed"þÞ

Augustiners attitude can be supplemented by many other

passages frcm patristic literature5ó wfri"ft show hcw the eonflict

bet'.¿een Cluistianity and nature-worship led to the Christian

separation from external phenomena, The necessity of this

development can be realized when it, is remembered that, to the

(1,24 tf . Xbi:d. s 9"73 and p.7l+.

55. r¡i¿"¡ pp.7\-76"

>o For reference to St"
and Origen see ttPhysicloguSt,
llth ed. pp"552-53, and E. P.

Basil, Clement Alexandrinus
Enc]¡cl-opaedia Britar=rgicaa vol'XÏ,
Pvané " Aninial Sy:nbolism Ïn

p.28 and p.57.EcclesiastÍcal Architecture
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pagan mind, naiure l¡as full of daemonic and magical influences.

ïn Jungrs terms, nature r¡as the receptacle of every kind of

psychic projection and this psychological phenomenon creates a

mysbical or unconscious relationship between the subject and
rJâ

the object.'' The ideal of the imitatio Chqisti was based

upon an inner spiritual development directed by a symbol of

hurnan wholeness. fn aspiring to this ideal Christianityrs

first hur.dl-e was 'bhat of subduine the animal instincts of

Iate antiquity. The conditiorr of late classical eivilization,

rrrhich needs no elaboration, is itself an eloquent explanation

forLhe great cleavage brought about by the Christian ideal.

ït is u-nders-bandable that such a psychic reorient,ation tqÍt

lit'ule room eíther for the classical nature-feeling or for the

dispassionate attitude of modern natural science. That this

psychic reorientation was itself a natural phenomenon and not

ar-r arbitrary invention of the nind has been the cen'bral idea of

the preeeding pages.

Former Physiologus Research and iùew Critical Principles

AIl the critics with the exception of T" il. irihite, who

have w-rit'i:en on the Phys:Lo1ogus, have found in it an exarnple of

nental regression" The verCict has ranged fro¡n Inlell-mannrs

5l cf. Jung, Psychology and Religion, note p-2lt5.



^; . ,:-:ti'

(R
phrase, Itden geistigen Ìrliedergang wiederspiegelndtt, -" to the

folloldng statements made by E. P. Evans:

Besides its value as a key 'bo zoological sy:"nbolism
as expressed in art and literature, and especially in
hermeneutical theology and ecclesiastical architecture,
the Physiologus is psycho'ìogically interesting as an
index to the intellectual condition of an age which
could accept its absurd statements as scientific facts,
and seriously applf pþem to biblical exegesis and
Christian dogrnatics. 27

An even clearer example of this one-sided criticism is

the follor¡ins statement made by the same author:

Tt must be remembered that the nen who wrote such
herineneutical stuff as this, and toolc such childish
tales seriously as the testimony of nature to the
truth of revelation, were not obscure and ignorant
perscns, but the most learned divines and eminent
representatives of the early Church, the creators of
patristie theol-ogy . " . . And yet it was by this
credulous and utterly uncritical class of minds that
the foundations of historieal and dogmatic Christianity
'r^lere laid, and the constitution and canonicity of our
sacred Schriptures det,ermined . " Ii is evident
that minds sc implicitly credulous could have had no
proper appreciation of the problems which the rise and
growth of Christianity during the early period of its
doginatic evolution presented for solution nor is it
hardly possible that they should not have been
deceived in any investigations they undertook " . .60

58 hlelrmann, op.-gi!,, p.l.
É,q//trî.l]

!. I .
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Evans, op.. cit.: P"l7l"

Evans, op. cit", p"I7h.
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trilhat has not occurred to these cz.i-tics !s that their

criteria have been incommensurable with the problem. It has

not been disputed that the Physiologus is ttrn¡retched tr'raddlett

by the criteria of natural- science. rt has, hoivever, been

proposed that scien'bific standards are at coniplete cross-

purposes with the meaning of the Physiolog!,r's' Like the

re1igiousdogmawhichgaveititsexternalform,the@.

states irratj-onal psychic facts which forever elucìe the

ilenlightened stupidityrr of ltseientifictt criticism" By the

same mear]s which are close to the hearts Of the rationalists

Junghasplacedtheexistenceoftheirrationalpsycheand
rûsynbolical truthtr on an empirical foundation. This has given

impetus to a type of literarlr criticism which' though not r"ÌeT^It

has long been in eclipse. Its nmethodtt consists in fostering

the state of mind which is receptive and responsive to knor¡-

ledgefrombeyondthesphereofratlorralthought.Contact

r^iith this source of knoi,¡ledge can obviously not' be effected by

an approach r,¡Ìrich does not recognize the existence of such

knololedge. If the syrnbolical expression of the unconscious

mind often appears in conundruïs, the greater is the insight

afforded to those r'¡ho

ttparadoxical truthrr of

are able to corne to terms with the
At

such s:y'mbols."- In this sense criticism

6r cf. Jung, Psy@, P'1! and

PsycholoE and ñ.e-IÏãicrr,!-UF



must be an art rather than a science and it is obvious that

criticisrn of tìris nature cannot operaie with fixed rul es and

preconceived standards. This appears at once to be more in

keeping with its object and purpose.

The author of the Physiologus r^ras in complete accord

with one of the most far-reaching mental processes in hist'ory.

His literary product ¡vas not a mediaeval c,:npendiurn of natural

science but a record of the inner reality in which the human

ntnd found its nourí shment for a millenium. Jung has shol¡n

that the mediaeval surrender to this innard form of reality was

not an aberration of the human intellect. Ii was but a

reÍlection of the great problem of attaining human i+holeness -

a problem iohose existence was and is one of mankindfs deepest

concerns.

::t : :

7lt



CHAPTER TTl

ÎI{E }MA}IT\ÎG OF ?HE PHfSTOIOGIIS

ïntroduction - The }lethods of .t¡,Ihite 
and Lauchert

ïn examining individually the twenty-seven ani-rnals

comprising the c1d High German versions of the phFiologus and

their tatin prototype it wirl be seen that a few basic ideas recr.rr

in varying forms throughout the texts. 0f these the motif of
rebirth which is first clearry constellated in section L is trre

rnost important. Tn the other seetions containing the same motif,

comment on the variation or modification r,¡hicir is introduced will
suffice.

' There are two tendencLes which wil-l be avoided in the

following interpretation. The first is that indicated by

T. H. hlhite in his edition of a l,atin Bestiairyl

The real pleasure comes i^iith identifying the existing
creature, not with laughing at a supposedly imaginary
one . . . Wtro would have supposed that there really
was a dragon with a head at both ends? Tet the
incomparable i{r" Druce easil} ran it !,o earth in the
official guide of the British Museum.r

1 T. H" Irrlhíte, Tþe Book of Beasts p.237
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Since l,lhite is referring to the Bestiairy as distinct from the

Physiologus, a document which he insists is a rrserious scientific
)

work, tt" he may have justificatlon for this approach. The

Physiologus, on the other hand, is not a scientific inrork but a

religious document reflecting in a high degree the mental proeesses

whieh were operative in the formulation of christian dogma.

Proceeding from the discussion of symbolism and psychic phenomena

Ín chapter ITr it r.¡itl be the object cf the present chapter to

relate the lndividual animals to the background which has been

sketched. Thus the Physiologusr independence of accurate

scientific observation will not have to be placed in the balance

when the real- value of the work is es{:imated'

The second tendency i¡hich will- be avoided is that of

documenting ttre vayious animal habits and characteristics by

reference to ancient literature. This topic has been thoroughly

exploited by trauchert and others, whose interest was mainly

historical. If the following remarks often seem to treat the

characteristics of the animals as if they had been invented by the

author of the Physiologus, this is because their appearance else-

where in ancient literature is not important in the present context'

2
!bid" t p"237
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ït is recognized thaL the author neither took his animal stories

out of thin air, nor entirely from the recesses of his unconscious.

liowever, a separate study would be required if one were to approach

the problem of distinguishing typically Christian from more archaic,

pre-Ghristian archetypes in the formulation of the various animal

characteristics. There would also be the problem of recogniøing

mistaken observation and genuine rrscientific knowledgerr in the

naturalistic material" The interpretationes of the texts are

naturally not so problernatical since they appear t'o be largely the

work of the author. One fact has been definitely established

and it may serve as a rough guide: The introduction of number

sy,nbolism is entirely the work of the author" In thus projecting

one of the central- archetypes of Christian thought into his workt

the author has drawn his naturalis'bic material into the mainstream

of Christian symbo'lism. One nay assume that otherwise the ehoice

of material from his much larger source was equally determined by

a receptiveness to the foundations of Christian thought. That

this is indeed the case will be shoro¡n in the following discussion.

Tt should be recognized that as literary documents the

Physiologps texbs were not ambitious undertakings. iviuch has been

said about their faulty rhyme, mistranslations, and misunderstand-

ings. The considerable dependence of der irlngere Physiologus on

the Latin prototype, as well as the relative Índependence and
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superiority of der äItere Physiologus has been noted. some

illustration of these facts will be given and outstanding defects

of the old High German texbs will be mentioned. It is our

concern to denonstrate the long unrecognized posltive features of

the texts, as ruell as their much-discussed defects. T" IJ' I¡lhite

provldes an adnirable maxjm for the interpretation of the

physiologus when he sansr tt. . . the more the reader is amused

by the foolishness of the Physiologus, the more he is liable to

make a fool of himself " 
il3

Textual InterPretation

Liþe the Dicta chrysostomi, the otd High German Physiologus

opens with the lion, an anjmal which signifies Ch¡rist ¡tturih sine

sterihchi.tr One wonders why one of the fiercest creatures of the

animal kingdom should be chosen to syrnbolize christ, trthe gentle

Saviour meek and mild.tt The same enigma presents itself in the

section on the panther and elsewhere. It is a paradox of which

the author of the wologus. was hjmself fully a'hlare, as !s shol¡n

by his or,¡n words in Section 26. In the section on the panther

the paradox is actually enforced i,¡hen christ is referred to as the

nlanbrt 
'rhom 

all nìankind follows just as all the ani-nals follow the

panther. one sees in this mysterious contradiction a process of

transformation. Jung has shown that animal symbolism on a more

ibid. , p"237
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primitive leve1 represents the instinctual contents of the
t
¡l

psyche.* hlhen animal-sacrifice attained its highest signifi-
cance in rerigious rites it signified the victory of the purified
ttselfrt over the animal tendencies of the archaic psy"t ".5 This

purifying process was reflected in alchemical synibolisrn in the

tttamingtt of the lion or the severing of it" paws.6 The sarne idea

of transformation from a lower to a higher form of existence,

effected through the sacrifice of the animal element, Tiras seen in

early Christianity. Here the crucifixion r¡ras conceived as a

paraltel to the Hebrew sacrifice of the easter 1amb.7 Tn" sreat,

importance attached to this kind of allegory in mediaeval thought

explains the reference to Christ as a ttlambrr, the rtagnus deir tt

in Section 2" This is far from an adequate explanation of 'r,he

paradox of the lion but a more final answer must be reserved for

Section 26 where the relevant stqtement of the text itself can be

examined. Betrrreen the present section and Section 26 many

variations of the same paradox will be observed and it will not be

difficult to discern its relationship to the 'tseelishe Polaritättl

discussed in Chapter ff.

¿l+ Ju¡g, SJ¡mbols of Transformation, p.328f.

(- ibid., p.lJ23.

o Jung, Psychology and Alchemy, p"L23.

r Rupp, Deutsche Religidse Dichtungen des 11. und 12"
dahrhu¡qleqþrm


