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EBuvious and Toul dineage,
Could there not be
One beauty in an age
And free from thee? |
In thig way, at as sariy a date as 1600, Ben Jongon wrote of
the most dread, loathsome and Fatal disease of his day. 4t ahguﬁ
the same time anoiher writer calls iﬁ, *an inevitable accident é?
uman life." Tew diseases hﬁ?&jhﬁﬁﬁjﬁﬁ destructive to human life
as smalipox and thus it has ever been regarded with hovrow, from
its Fatality, its disgusting ageonpaniments and dlsTiguring @f&@&ﬁﬁ

as well as from the faet that ﬁn nation, no

mk, no ﬁ@&ﬁﬁl@ﬁﬁlﬁﬂ,
?@1ﬁher age, nor sex escaped it all trambl&évin mentioning itg
name, Those who survived their Ailiness came out @éﬁﬁﬂé;aﬁﬁ
maimed for life, ﬁsr was this th& worst, meny wers I@fﬁAaﬁfmﬁ&%“
wr@aks, G@R&ﬁ&WﬁIV@, ﬁrmfmlaus, qsﬁhnatie lame and in numerous
cases even deaf and blind, h L
AB with many others of oup most prevalent diseases, litiie is

known of where smallpox originated., The earliest records we have

of guch a disease are FoRBed wmmong the wrdtings of the Uhinese




; Gromiclers, Sometime during the

aynasty, which lasted fro

'Aif%af@ma Snrist, a diseane elaﬁeiy aé'fﬁ

| 'mth #mallpox was referrved to,  Seversl hundred Jéars prev-

ious to the ¢hristian era the Bx@wmiﬁj of %ﬂﬁvﬁiﬁﬁﬁésﬁaﬁfﬁéﬁfa

spa@ial ﬁaity which they waxshigg@ﬁ when smallpox p&gﬁ;@fﬁ‘

wﬁwa;ywﬁﬁalsg&, The aar&m@niss used on ﬁb&ﬁ% gooasiong are
found in their sacred pook, the Arthar

2 Vedas, = In nelther
| of these early Chinese and Hindoostanee references can imeh

"béfiéﬁgﬁﬁﬁfabﬂuﬁ the disease, They are sim

1y the first
‘records that have come domn to the present time and are only
of interest as they show the great amtiquity of the disease

‘and ‘the probable nidus from which the woklds greatest Scow ol

"g:.! ’

‘nas epru ,
© In Burope, at 80 es¥ly a data, the dilsense avi@ﬁﬂﬁly was

”&ﬁkﬁawﬂg';.ﬁiﬁygeraﬁesgythﬁ.gxaaﬁ‘Gwﬁﬁx»@ﬁygiaigﬂ;ﬁa%.if? :

sFather of Medicine makes ne mention, in any of nig
odd treatises, of a disease that eould be taken as smallpox

The ssme may be said about %h&‘“?a&ﬁﬁ@x@%@éﬂ%ﬁ~ﬁ£fﬁxféa;&ige"

,iag-ﬁaiaﬁms who practised and wrote about six Wmdred years
1&%&&~§ﬁaﬁ'ﬁi@ﬁtﬂ§atéﬁa . The fire

4n the mm is probably w be Pfound in

it evidencs of the disease
sport of a pest-

iiﬁ%ﬁiﬁl Fia%m@, that ravaged Syria about the miﬁéls of the

h eentury before Christs - A Roman aﬁmyfiﬁiiﬁﬂﬁﬁfgif;T?‘

ted this plagus tafig;;fi

‘%ﬁﬁ&“ﬁf»@ﬁﬁﬁ&&ﬁﬁ'mﬁ huia Minoy cary

.‘ﬁaﬁy writers deny %hat gmgllytx was introduced into Buro

an early date, but it seéems ia&iﬁﬂﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁlﬁfﬂ?.vaiﬁiff

such

was carried weost at phin tlime gﬁd,ﬁha;wg;ﬁgi@%&ﬂ@,af:iﬁ,

though vague, leads as many others %o %fothw*m'f%ﬁﬁzwﬁ“
ﬁmailywx, Another fact that stemg $o ahﬁw tn&t %ha &i&a&&@




was at lgu 1t known 1o tha,aaﬁlyAﬁraéks'ia, that, during
ﬁlexa&aex*s invasion of the Iﬁéua Valley his agey-is said 10 hove
/W W & ‘
ufﬁereﬁ mnore frﬁﬁ d&ath ga@ 50 t11r8$ anﬁ\ﬁhéiaegaa +han 1%
&1& fr@ﬁ 1ug battsaw, and th;g &19@3?6 10 not desecriped by

,ﬁi& hl taxiqn ; a atranga oF New ﬁaia@y._ Fram'tge &Qy@ﬁﬁ%&

Y

g:v&n.af‘%z ais sease we are led to pelieve that i% was

:‘lipax. %ﬁﬂeﬁ, from thaﬁe ceﬁ%i@@vatwans, it soens mMOTe
trwa1@Tebable that 4he &zseas@ AR, @r@v 1@ﬂt on. %n@ %ﬁﬁ?@ﬁ
of ﬁhe Ma@ztaxvahaam Sea long ﬁ@f&f& any &hflﬂ?&e a@ aunt
of it vas given by tﬁ@ early uuéiaal wvlta?%.

a@avimg now the vawue amd inaeﬂﬂrite evi&eﬁee of the
aa?lj aﬂes 18 08 8966 Wﬂ&t caﬂ;be fomn&’ip tpa m@ra G@”ﬁulﬁ
avd avazlaﬁlﬁ Wovks of modern Writers, The Arabs_areg¢as—‘
»pOﬁ?lbl@ far bhe aﬁfeﬂé of tbe digsease From Asia HimQM:tﬂ

;ymt qnﬁ it tv o ﬁn@ Arabian ﬂraetleiemarg 3n Alex—
‘ﬁ@flﬁ, that we muﬂt IQGK for th@ ;;fﬁt aes b?lﬂti@ﬁﬁ of the
'diﬁease an it eyvate@ i? ﬁl@xanﬁyia in the flfst naif of th@

sevamth'cemtuxy. ”W@ ﬂ@mtu?i@a 13%@? Hessue gave kg
.aéGOﬁﬁﬁ @f it and ; huﬂ&raﬁ yea?s later {982 —93@}, ﬁhaz@s a
d@etar of ta& Bag @aﬁ ﬁ@ﬂblﬁ&l wreﬁe, "why harﬁzv ﬁngOﬁe
&5@&%8% 8%%?&&;

Cour Knmwla&na of &h@ azﬁaﬂ %.iﬁ Qhﬁain@éiﬁawaff3@m t§a
ehr@nlcleﬁ of the mﬁﬁastrwea and the wrlﬁingy of tha~histaf—
fans than fvam uhaae @f th@ msdiﬁal m@a h@ﬁe it_iﬁ imﬁaﬁéibi&
0 @raeura;<snﬁecuag or @etaileﬁ 1nfavmat10n, Eﬁ.geeﬁﬁ 1o be
quit@ evident that tﬁ@ Arsbs %EQLYSG%Gﬁ“iﬁla for the spread
W@%ﬁﬁﬁfﬁ arounu the. h@éztaﬁra&@aﬁ ﬁcwaﬁ, but, the exaet
course. aﬁa date of this spread are qme@ﬁ%anqble. . What
we do »ROW 13, tbat the dlﬁease was @udts generally diﬁ*?lbﬁﬁﬁ&

Hiﬁ;ﬁguﬁhﬁrn and C@mtra¢ Furope previous t0 the time 0£ the
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washed Wlth and drank of the water with whieh th& tomb of th&
bl@ﬁu@d 331&% had been washed at the Laxéfs Pagsover. The
 ‘f@var abated, the discharge of the vesicles was painliees and

she recavéx&é; Other interesting historical examnies are,

the- d@ath of the son of the Earl of Flanders 961, and a cure

ei a bish@p of 8t. Gall in switzeriaﬁ@‘

' The first records of the malady in England are to be Ffound
in preseriptions dated in the tenth century, The Anglo-
Sé%éﬂs; of this and the subsequent century, had pravers iﬂ’@ﬁ@iﬁﬂ
churceh services to protect bthem from the * lathan

poceas® (loathed pocks) and one specisl prayer for ihe con-
séeméﬁion of aﬁulets $+0 be worn as # @r@vam%ativasagainat

tﬁé &isaave. Gilbert Anglicus and John of Gﬁdﬁaﬁ@en, physieiang
of E@ward the Firet's time, wrote about smallpox ?aunaiag

th&lr works on the writings of the esarly Arabs. Bnth these

men used the same treatment For the disease, whieh treatment
is?esseﬁtialiy gsimilar tb that of the present day. Wh@ﬂ‘ﬁhﬁ
King's son was 111 Goddesden preseribed his famous "red treat-
mémt;" His royal patient was put in a red room with red éé&l
furnishings and was neurished with red food and red w1ne.

This was the founding cf a practice whiech remaing in th@ care

of a smallpox patient of the present day, viz, aveidanae c?
exposure %0 light» and stimulatlan‘ It secms peeuliar that we
fin& the disease reported at an earlier date in Ireland thaﬁ
ite alleged appearance in Spain(675). Wheth@r this ig due
té’the incorrectness of the historieal data, or ﬁh@u@ reports \
being'ae@urat@,.ta the cloge eommaéaial éonﬁedtiem of these
western islands with the Mediterranean ports, is not knows.

- The latter seoms the nore probable. |

To follow closely the progress of the disease from thisg

(5)




