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In thinking of the nineteenth century, which has been and
still is the greatest and noblest age in the history of the
British Empire, how many of us sériaua;y keep in miﬁﬂ; that it
is not the nineteenth century, but nineteen centuries, which we
‘have to take into aéﬁSiéeratien, and even nineteen aenturies.ia'f
fenly a mad@rate aseertion, for I would include the almost 3$¥
thousand years, since the ereation of our Universes Adam and’
Eve are still alive to our mind, thevgar@en of Bden, the an&ka.'
the apple and Eve's-temptatiaa-st;li=ia£1u§neg and play upon t@e
“imagig&tiam of many beings. Hay more, similar fﬁmﬁnisaenaéa of
the‘pasﬁ, even control the religious 1ives'¢f thausands. - and on
religion the formatien of many charactiers depended and still 1arge—
1y depend.

xistary has shown us, that the broader, the deeper religiaus
' views are, the subtler and richer is ourlife, our aenceptien of _
hnmanity and our unﬁerstanding of the Infinite aommenly termed God.
Yet the value of broad-mindedness has had a rather slow develoﬁnment,
intellectual pragreas was disliked by many, for it involved the
reasoning, speculation and doubt, & thing greatiy feared by those
whose narrow religious and intellectual horizon controlled and
deminateé their whole superficial, self-sufficing and eamplaeenﬁ
outlock of life. These people strove, with wmight and main to
elose the door of inguiry, whxeh humanity has for centuries been
gtfuggling to open, and the leader af'humanity in its almest super-
human task, is to befséen in the hoblest and txnest-éffext of

Robert Browning.




Is it inevitable thet every astep conducive to the freﬁaam af
mind, profitable for human welfare and human developement, must be
gained through continual strife and avah bleodshed. How long shall
it last 7 Or is it meant to be eternal ¥ Doubt which must at
times inevitably be the business of our lives if we are earnestly and
sincerely interested in arriving at-truth was thought to ﬁe’imimzaﬁl
to the @ﬁxly'ehx&ﬂtiaﬁ world, wﬁi@h wrapped itself complmeently im the
vell of superstitious habits and @ﬂﬁ%é&ﬁ. f@rgéﬁ%ih@ in the meantime
the prineipal aims and taaﬁhing# of the One whose name they proudly
bore, considering themselives His {rue followers. \

People were in fwar‘anﬁ consternation of any change, which might
strike the final blew to their narrow sphere of thought, amd disturd
theiy wx&iaﬁéﬂa@. and alee their narrow ethical outlook. ?ha# fully
atilized their power and authority to prevent any diserepancies which
night enter inte their r@&igiﬁa&»xife, for th&-wmﬁarigm@a of individu~

318 bas tauvght hamaniﬁy'ﬁ$&€ as soon as one has‘t@xn'if;;ﬁﬁw~th¢ epid-

>y web, which the early Chureh wove avound his mind, he begomes a
rabid ?rayagaudiaﬁ against his former thoughts, havits, customs, and
sen i&wa&ﬁ# then he inevitably endeavers to apréad his newly-borm
ronvietions among mankind.
Any religion which finds ite happiness in taking all thinge

f sreation for granted is loath to accepi truth which has proved of
jound validity for its basis. Intellect and intuition, - stiributes
>4 sach safe b&iﬁg - stoed hostile to one another, and the task was
left to Robert Browning to reconsile the two.

Sometimes even the heathen were &ﬁa&ﬁv@f the early Christians,
he pagan ﬁiﬂ&ﬁa, for instance, through their intuitive and introspect~

ve observatiens arrivedat conclusions which Christianity veachud enly
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‘Bach century has ite peculiar ideals, and so far as we ean
see in its life of literature, - which is to a large extent the
pxaénea'@fllif@.,m esch eentury has not berable te grasp the idesls
propounded by individuals who,through the peculiar gift of the
Unknown powsr, were endowed with the foresight of seers, and strove
to &m@@r§ to humanity that which filled their innermost soul. The
idealiste in their efferts te realise and wmbaéy their ideds have
often, alas, too often lost their lives. But &s‘%ima advances
hamanity finally re&ahe#;gnﬁ shage ripe for the idesls long ago
propounded by thaﬂm&xﬁ§gﬂaaﬁw$, then we ave tov ready to extol, ﬁg
iﬁe&iﬁ&& our é&riiné prophet, we wrest m@ﬁmmﬁmﬁm; we visit the “
gra@é with sacved reverence of the one who amrin% his lifatima, if
he was not @@nwi&@fad imaaaa;»wﬁa treated with indifference if nﬁ%‘
with a@ﬂﬁam@t.'fax was he not the disturber of our yﬁﬁaﬁ,eam@iaésﬁéy
and narrow ethicsl views ¥ | |

ﬂum&n&ty has slwayvs proved to k@:toa ponservative tewsrd oew

ideal®w. In spite of this faet, we have often seen, that ﬁﬁi the

welfare of mankind, a single individual in stifeif not with the whole

world, at least with the major part. Think of Christianity as 5.

powerful illustration of my statement, Luther was & propounder of an
a8 wrete .
ideal, Copernicus, Spinoza, Tolstoy and hundreds of others. Qur

minds filled with the old, sre not readily receptive of the new; henee -

 the misunderstanding and misinterpretation of human intentions. But
the atrifa and struggle of each age is a stimulue for aﬁre&%ﬁh@gﬁ& and
~ developing ﬁ&& characters of ite own period as well as being @sﬁ&aaiva
%6 the broad ﬁinﬁ@@msﬁa of pwepes posterity.

Thus we aaﬁ-thaﬁ the nin&ﬁ&wﬁth,ﬁﬁmﬁﬁmy iz & threasd wa§§n>fram

all ﬁﬁhér genturies. It ia diffieult some times $o wmark the tewmﬁnﬁé
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tion of one century and the commengoment of another. The Vietorian
Tra %@ui& have been such an sge, had not most of the posts of thé
Remantic Sehool mwet with & premature death. Shelley, Byrom and
Kﬁ&tw;'ﬁhé &@ﬁﬁ&&ﬁﬂ@&ﬁiV¢ﬂ‘@f Bomasnticism Iilled the atwosphere with
heir ideals and gave way to anothsr age, whioch in spite of the great
ﬁiff@wam@a in it aims, throughts and idenls is esesentially the con=
 tinuation of the Romantic Behoel. Browning shows the romantic touch
thr&ﬁgn his unbounded love for Shelley, ﬁ&a wag the source of lansplirae
tion of .his youthful period, and his sdmigation for Byron pertraysd in
ﬂi%hﬁﬂﬁliaﬁﬁ works. %&%Qhﬁw/ﬁxﬁaid shows thelx relation of the two
atages in the developement of mankind through Byron and ﬁﬁ@ﬁhé.

c;ﬂ4L¢ Romantic movement se 4 whole shows gresnt interest in nsture, ia |
the mysteriocus @lﬁm@ﬂﬁﬁ,rﬁhﬁ unknown, the hazy, %h@'@&aﬁy they were
~&alse interceted in art, buil they nagﬁae&éﬁ»wh&% was most &@ﬁ@%ﬁi&l t6
the Vistorian writers, namely, reality, iife, mwen and women ﬁf fiawa
and bleod, with their struggles, interests, ideals, hopes aﬁ& foars.
The Vieterian poets lavished that lmsgination which %h@»ﬁﬁm&ﬁiigi&%ﬁ
spent on the abstract and distant, on the sorrows and joye of mankind.
Life snd its manifold complexitios, social and spiritual was the watehw
word ¢f the peoets of thim era, and out of the varicus struggles of the
individual ah&x&ak@xw‘ﬁh@y buaidt up & tower of literature.

Erowning is the true realist of his age, but his xéa@iﬁm is vastw

Ay different from the g@@i&ﬁmaaf Zole and Ibsom, who have siriven to
show ue the moral evil, the disessss of the world, andlife in ite daxke
est phase. . Browning, on the other hand, held up before mé & mivrox
of hope and health for humsnity. He %ﬁa deals with evil in this uni-
'v@xaé of agrg,-y@ﬁ he gives us & solution which has helped many to

f%ﬁ&‘ﬁﬁf&iﬁﬂﬁiﬁgiy life's trials in the hope ﬁf participating of &
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of a fuller and éemplet&r l1ife. He is also the unigue poet not
only of his tims, but of the #h@ievBritiﬁh‘histery. 8hall I say
he represented thé gpirit of his age 7 which he_has‘&ans in somd
respeeta but I would much rather say that he has built uy a spirit
in an atmcaphere of aentroversy, - a s@irit which if his own age
- failed to fully ap@reciata, the generatiana to come will give the
‘ylaaa-af refuge and eupport to his teaahings, which he duly deserves.

- Like all trﬁe-ﬁaéra, Browning in the name of hia own true

visiéa, beldly'oppeséd tha prevailing spirit of his time, and like a
true poet, he disregarded his unpapularity and ﬁaak of appreciation ,
| pouring forth incessantly that what filled his irmaxmast soul. He
.wrete because he could not do otherwise if he were to be true %o his
own nature, and his productiens bring hope, faith, love, life and jayl
to many uppreaaed. disheartened, faithless and hopeless, mini&tering
true eanaelatian, - the‘sauree of which lay in gha deep unfaltering
‘cbnvieﬁbn af:his.eua faith.&nd beli@f in the power of lava.vwhich
with ﬁim.waé the synonymous W?th God, and immortality of our future
life}wkiéh he'explaina on sound re&aanawla basis. _

We would do & gréat injustice to Erawﬁiag were we to &ea&‘witk
him.withaut giving a survey of that phase of his age} whiah‘is?éssentﬁ
ial for his teachings. Had Browning iivaé in a religious age, we
could expect without wonder a ggeat spiritual teacher, but in an ate
mosphere of scepticism angd age'af scientific zeal and zest when men
wanted and scientific and’ieasanabla baslis for all they saw and did,-
an. age which aould not reeonczléﬁ§§54;Eligien, an age at the beginne
ing of which 1ntuitxan was aennnﬁd and disreg&rdeé Brmwning poured
his message in opposition to thejyxevailing tendencies of his time.

Therein lies much of the poet's grefitness.
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The ramarkahle suscession of soisntific inv&n@iaaa revolutionisg- o

ed %ha outer 112& and ndét less the inner. The evolutionary movement
whieh\fiil@é the &ir since CGoethe's time, found Full expression in
Darwin, who with the power of & thunderbolt affected mnd modified

. mens' views of ﬁatura, 1ife, but above all it was a parslyzing shock
to religion, ~ th@‘vahia&& of wmen's hape.  Exact kn@wlaﬁga. &éaurgte
‘pinuteness w&a the watehword of the timﬁ ﬁﬁi@ﬂ@% gave a man & sort of
e@nfiéemwa wﬁieﬁ pmavi@na ages haé% not axy&riaﬁeeﬁ.‘ ¥en had without
~the sligieat h@aitatian as maeh if m&ﬁ more,room for doubt ae fax
faith. '

*There 11?@@ more faith in honest ﬁauht
E@&iava me, then in half the wreed&.

| @/
:, said Tﬁnn?aan, who wae by no mesns the emﬁudimﬂnt of tha seeplicism
of hie time, yet he too x&&iiﬁ%d & great velue in aau%t. Yan was
'heginﬁzng te think for @gmwair. Another element which can by no
means be ignored in connection with the nineteenth a&n%ury; aa@aa&aﬂy
-~ with regard to Matthew ﬁrﬁ&lﬁ and ﬁrthur Bugh ﬂla&g& is the Oxford
ﬁ&?&mﬁﬁ% of which I will speak 1&&@3.
‘Out of religious struggles new guestions arese, which enticed

-~ %the in%@lieeﬁ, syirit and passion of man, also pxabl&m& related to ”
hunan 1ife, its origin, its purpose, its @ﬁé. and firally Lifels
'xalaﬁian te God, and God's relation to the Universe. Such gueztions
as "Are we frse or are we bound. $0 fate Snd the Iafinite ? * "Vas
dife an illusion ﬁ$’Wﬁﬁ it aﬁzu&i&y 1 raa%iﬁy ?*  resounded far and
wide. Such queations were bound to bring storm into the otherwise
peaceful and complacent life. The sacred Book, whiéh was {or centure
ies the source of h&y@. peace and consclation, was ﬁuﬁéﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ to severe

h&atﬂriwﬁa'axitiaisﬁ.and its ?uii&ity was aériaamiy gﬁggzi@&&ég

q)/\}p,n Nl yn, 2 C 1Vt sta 9150( ///x//
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The iome of doubt was Germany, but the contagion m@raﬁé with the speed
of an avalenche far snd wide. Buch chunge in life h&s left an ime
'yrint, which ean By no means be ignored. ,

~ The hemrt of the Victorian Age is the spirit of exect and
sogourate minuteﬁasﬁ, truth of observation and in&r@aaimg.im%ar&s$
~in social life and ite progress.  Not Browning byt T@ﬁnys@n is the
true representative of this age; he was and still is the essential
element of his time, y&ﬁ the intersst in Temnysen must 1ﬁévitu%iy
deercase &5 soon A8 seciml problems of whioh he has writtem are
solved and substituted by new ones. Much of his works have by no
weans laid that foundation, touched the aé$paﬁﬁ emotione of the
humsn heart which beleng to all ages and which make an author an
immortal star in the mﬁ&ﬁry of mmanity. They lack that Catholie
gpirit whiech éﬁ&ra&t@wiﬁﬁﬁ Browning's works. |

Ihe ﬁéﬁ@%ﬁé&f@@ﬁ%ﬁr§'ia & yari@é of profeund %awi&i}u&x&&t,

of unprecedented religious toleratien, an age of democracy, of gra&;k
seientiliec disgovery, at the sapme time it must not be everlooked that
it was an age of pessimiem, religious inguiry end doubt, }?ﬂa laet
phase way be due to religiowe tolersnae. 1t is indeed charaeteristic
of mmnkind te invede the reslme of the Unknwn, the moment mpivitual
freedom ie granted to us, then men's aaulve@uﬁﬁ no longer endure the .
food of narrow spiritusl 1life, and could me longer find pesce and
‘@ﬁﬂﬁ&l@%iﬁﬁ.iﬁ the narrow aﬁaﬁﬁ'mf their spiritual ﬁ@&&hexa.

The Viectorian Fra is zlso a p@fié@,af gomparative penge {rom
wat of aggrandisement. It was the desire of man to develiop the
moral standard of 1ife. Englend began to realize the futility and
emptiness of the false glitter aﬁ& y&mg‘af war, while at the ﬂﬁﬁy"

time sho becanme conscious of the great injustice done to the nasses,
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the poor who are forced to bear the burden of humanity, while the
privileged few, the so-called upper strata of soeliety, have the ad=-
v&ntagé in the social, politiecal and financial world.

~ We see that most of the nuvelists of the nineteenth century
have made it their supreme purpose "to sweep away error and ?aveal'
the underlying truth of human 1life". Men have begun to realize 
that the education and housing of the masmes is essential to the
welfare of mankind. | . |

Such was the time during which Browning, Tenayson, Matthew
Arncld &Qé'ﬁugh’01ough entered upon the literary arena and through
their ;ives'and works we see the diverse impressions ecach one re~-
¢eived from the same century, giving full éxpressian to their roetry
wherein thedr struggles, hopes, cares, regrets, peﬁsimism or optimiam

as the case might be, -are portriayed..

‘1. His life, character and his relations to Flizabeth Barrett.

’ RobertizBrowning was born in Camberwell in 1812.
Much has been asserted concerning his geneology, bu€T;; do know,is
that his father was a descendant of the Vessex Squires, and his mother
was thé daughter of a Qemman ship~owner of Géltic blood who was a
prominent drauvghtsman and nusician. In spite of the faet that Boown~
ings mother did not herself :;gz;-the accomplishments of her Father,
it @g;;m@st prcbable that she hes transmitted them to her seon.

Critics have invariably asserted th#t Browning's gift for metaphysics
ig an inheritance from his Beottish and German aﬂaestry‘ e was
the son of broad and liberalvmindeé.pafenﬁs, filled with the cosmo-

pclitan spixiﬁ and the spirit of tolerance, of which Robert fully and
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é&vantageoualy partiaipated; Even in his early boyhood he had at
his disposal in his,fathei's library the stheistical works of
Shelley, the spirit of which he undqubtedly imbibed, and}to %%égh
fact may be attributed his dislike for certain conventionalities
which narrow and hinder our full and true developement. iet
Erawhing never becamé an atheis% himself. His youth was not spent
in an atmosphere of soccial or political enthusiasm, the lack of’whiem
fwe'can fully observe, both in the life and work of the great genius.
Nar was his imagination kinﬂled or disturbed by any sense cf national~-
ity or citizenship. As & result of thas. we s@e'everyvhere in his
productions a wide cosmopolifian outlook of life, a Gathalie and all-
.embracing‘View of religion.
Byrah mast have had a sigﬁifieaﬂt influence on
- Browning during his earlier period,as we can observe from his 1@%#6:5

A¢S .
to Elizabeth Barrett, who later became the wife of-¥r« Browaing

"I would at any time" he writes "have gone to Finchley to sse a eurl
of his hair or one of his gloves, I am sure, = while Heaven kﬁaws I
could not get up eﬁthusiaam'enaugh‘ta ¢eross the room if at ﬁhe other
end of it all Wordsworth, Qaleridge,wafgauﬁheywere_égndensed in a
China bottle yonder.® Hewef@;. we see no distiﬁét traeeﬁ‘af |
~Byron's influence tupon the poet since his early Wcrkg which might

~ have portrayed such werenlast, and in his later works, we see no
trace af‘the‘tuﬁultusus and tampestueus spirit of the typical Reman-
ticists. From some of his letters te Mrs. Browning, we can also in-
fer that Ossian, the essential pillar in the revival of thg Folksomg

had faverably impressed Browning.
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~ Unlike most of our greatest poets, Brawningm?gpneither a
Cambridge ner an Qxfaird man. Italy % his true University.
"Open my heart and yvouw will see
Graved inside of it, Italy;
Such lovers old am I and she.” (& ticozid., /</
'Brawning was & veracious reader and his own cansaienas was his tnggr
guide, wherein lies his great advantage over University students,for
he was never hampered by the ehaiee‘ef any one in his Etndi@ﬁ; In
his sarly éaysg\hé aﬁténded«puﬁlie%Asmheal. otherwise his instruet~
ions ﬁere 1argély directed by‘pxivéte tutors and his,faﬁher who was
himself a man of literary and artistic tam@eramenﬁ. The instructions
ﬁebert received were neither too pedantie, nor one-sided; he was
‘tut@rad in @ree£:g§ieﬁeh as well as bexing. riding and daneing.
| Much of his early time was sygnt in the society of his only
sister Sariana, and she was also desitned to spend with him the last
‘ﬁays>9f his life. ' | | |
Browning was on the whole " the strengest, aaﬁest, healthiést

in bedy and spirit of ali the great men of literary genius of his .
time, and the manliest, lifefullest, the deepest, the thoughtfullest
of living poets®, Sueh a cemhiaatian'ef adﬁactivas; se adequately )
chosen with regard te Brewming. give us a deep insight into his
vehaxactarAand rersonalily. ge wag the representative eof the}epﬁ{gism
of his time and this element shines forth incessantly in all his works.
Strange to say that his fé;sﬁ work "Pauline” should be characterized
by a touch of almost marbidéty.*& sort of intellectual m&aélaa# as &

biographer termed it.
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Contrary to his worthy contemporary Tennyson, Browning was
preemineétly fond of society, loved mankind and was among it as much
as Tennyson was out of it. He was by no means a man of rustic tem-

perament. Wot enly whils yeung, but even during his later years

he shewed by his own example that man is a social animal and should by

‘no means be a recluse and shun the world, wherein he was bdﬁn to iive,
te work, to strive.

Broewning is the very embodiment @f’mrigigality. He read
Pope, loved Byron admired Shalléy and Kesahs, yet‘hé wa.s tao.graat-a
persenality to imitate any of them. pme is original not only in ﬁhe
aheiee of subjects,- for ﬁe look %o Bzawning's personality fer the
sourges of his material, - but also in the choice of characters. .
His Cathelic mind shines forth everywhere. The poet wrote of the
ideal search for knowledge, of ideal love, of musie, philosophy, re-
ligion, morals, yet he wrote nothing ef the great representatives |
@f music, philesophy and religion. In Browning, we hear néthiﬂg of
Eeetheven nor of Luther cor Soerates, but we do hear of a’ Paracelsus
| ef a Rabbi Ben Ezra, of a Fra Lippe Liypa'aﬁd Andrea del Sarto or
others. The greal genius always brought tablignt obseure personal - |
_ities who were neglected and overlogked in their awﬁ &geg unappredia~
ted or fergetton by posterity .  Subh were the charascters whom the
poet extolled, and through his treaté@nt of them, made some ef tha@
;mméiial.

When Browning traats of a perfeat soul of music he puts hia |

in the art af musig the highest power which can be attrivuted to man,
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*1 know not.save in this such gift be allewed to man,
That out of three sounds he frame, net a fourth sound
- but a star®
| (abt Vogler stanza VII)
In treating of the subtlest type of religion, morals and faith,
Browning does not choose a prominent and wekl-known spiritual
£§%§ﬁ%§] fully appreeciated and extolled by his generation, but he
found an abécure Hebrew Raﬁhi. and through him the poet breathes
forth the deep and fimm conviction, the sincerest inspiration of
his innermost soul. |
Browning like most human beingsjwaa&ﬁ@t.infallible, but his
merits and good gualities outweighth his defects to such an extent |
that we seem to overlook them. Amﬁng}his faults, however, was a
sort of uncontmollable impetuosity of speech and gesticulation when
he was greatly aroused or provoked and this characteristic stubbprnly
&nditenaeiaaaly;slung to him even &urimg the last days of his l1ife.
But én'the whoele he was an honest, éiaa@re. truthful and trustwortliypmos,
always worthy foiavefégfeetian bestowed upon him§ There is a sori
of reality abaﬁt Browning's personality which is warthyaﬁ? mention.
He is loving in his aimylxalty and has an unbounded heartfelt affe¢tion
fox mankznd. He was not in the least envious of the }éaerary pcpulam
rity of the literary aontempexaries. and was alvays willing ﬁg parti-
cipéte in theirquaeeéniti@n and appreciation. This is especially true
with regard to Tennyson. Browning was full @f'm&gﬁgﬁimity. and
through his unselfishness and his interest in the triumphs of the
llterary men and women, he was destined to meet Elizabeth Barrett, the
nuLe,o,d'_

mest euminent ané popular peet&sa of ner time; gmé at one time 1n

her career she was considered even greater than Tennyson. the mmst

popular of the Victorian poets.
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Browning knew Miss Barrett through aaxr@aganﬁaﬁaa leng before

they met, and he was full of appreciation and admiration of her yaatéy.

¥r. John Kenyan, 2 friend of the Brownings and cousin te Tlizabeth bad
ma&é them familiar with each other through his conversations. Fibval=-
1y he suggesied that Robert Browning should write te Wiss¢ Batrett and
a long and intan%}gy interesting correspondence commenced. Al fixé%
it wes based on meraly inteliectusl grounde, and was somewhat stiff

ta be sure, but gradually the personal nets gﬁim@é ground and the
aarrggpanﬁ@mga besans guite stimulating. Finally the poet supgoested
to -meet Miss Parrett put she warned him with sincere and sad hmm@lihy
%ﬁat he would derive *"no least straw of pleasure®. “There is nothing
to see in me nor to hear in wex that her poetry is the very blossom
of her and has all her %rim@ and beauty of life, ihe vest is ﬁﬁ%hing:
put & root, £it for the ground ﬁﬁ#ﬁh@lﬁawk. There is indeed & touch
of grest pathes to be cunseiocus te such an extent of ones own inabl~

3ity and physical uselessness.  She was censtitutionelly delicage and

gubjeeted to &ll sorts of allmenhd. The Pirst iliness was ceused

vy [alling from a saddle when she was fifteen yeavs of ags. At that

Lime aheé -injured her spine, Lut 1t was ounly a lempoxroxy puffering,

Herreal and lastipg illiness resulted frewm breaking & bloed vessel in

1838. Sne went to Torquay in search of health, accempanied by her
prother Bdward who was her «tudy companiom.  Her nexves were hatte-

red and her health further undermind through the sudden death of her

prother who was drowned at Torquay. The conegiousness of her gullt
naunted heg day and night, for mhe Telb that ghe was the sause of

nis premature death, since she induced him to etay with her. Hex
grief was indeed grest, Tor ne one can think of grester torments
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théﬂ those of & guilty &%ﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬂé. aven %haﬁghvth& gutlt is self
znfliatgé. DPeath is often preferable.

Hot till l&él was she suffieciently resovered te return teo
Londone There she threw herself heart snd soul into the work which
sheltered her ftﬁmgavaxwhalming distresa. ?ha home of her father
was a gloomy abode, her room was & plaee where "flowers pined and
withered f@r want of alr and 1&@&%". 8 place for slow but sure desth.
Yet sven under sueh unfavorable éiraumﬁtangas. ﬁi&a&batﬁ prodused her
neblest works. |

Such was ﬁisa aﬁxx@ﬁt'$ @aﬂ&iﬁiané when Browning wished to
maryy her. She refused agzg;aaifgah and reasopable basis.  Ehe
was an invalid and h&wﬁ&y expeeted to fully regeover; it would be a
great injustice to Robert Browning, she said, were she to join her
miserable @xgigﬁgﬁﬁ& with the life of & robust, healthy and vigorous
man, before whom thér& was such a wide and bemutiful prospect, with
’auah wonderfu. @Kp&é%&tiﬂaﬁg He, on the plther hand, prsssed hiﬁ
guit passionately on the ground of hise spiritusl affection and d&i-
 vine 1@?&&2@@? her; her soul shines forth more suzzingly because of
ites frail body; ‘aha is the only source of joy for his happiness,
and to possess her was to gain Heaven itese¥fs |
v‘ A grgat ﬁuumb&ing bleek lay in the path §§/thair happiness
 §ﬁd,thiﬁ stusbling block was Blizubeth's atﬁ‘fmthéﬁ, an ecgentrie
old tyr&ﬁ% and despot. His position toward his children sald E.L.
Cary Ve éimilax vo the pesition of thé y&th@fpaf Buszia tovard his
faithiul y@ﬁﬁ&#;“
te himself that his ehildren should agt contrary to a fixed ldea of

¥r. Barrett considered it an unpardonable insult

nis, that they must forever vemain with him.
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Elizabeth well remembered the scene which took place when
her sister pleaded father's consent to hee engagement, she sgtill
bore in mind the hysterics of her sister and her ewn Tit cf uneon-
gclousness. Therefore, she insisted that her fathor should Xnow
nothing eof ner engagement and her ensuing warriage, Quielliy,
gegoupanied by an o0ld servant, she 1éftvher paternal home, her
gioomy and lifeaﬁestxeying chamber, to be joined for her happiness
- to Robert Browning. Af'ter the m&rtiage ceremony she returned home
as gquietly as she left it and not till several days after did she
leave her home and relatives, never to sée her father again.
It is said that Robert Browning did ﬁaﬁ enter Barrett's
house after he was married, for his manly priﬁe did not ali@w b
to call for Miss Barrett when she was Mrs. Browning, andzfg eours&_
her would not dare te divulge the secret since it was ﬁhe wish of
his wife. Soon after, h@wever, the newlyemarried eaugle clandes-
tin&ly left for Italy, their truly and happy promised land. Povi
Previous te her union with Browning, Xlizabeth had led a life of
une?entfﬁl misery, hencefoxth, it becomes a life of uneventful but.
c@ntlnued happlness. '
| Her father rsmained unrelent&e&g to his very death, net
a?en the restoration of his daughter's health or the birth of h¥r
son moved in the least the selfish man.
' The relation of Browning and Elizabeth.ﬁarrett'is a8 unigque
It is the ﬁsst beautiful, the most
' It

as the poelt's personality. .
ideal and charming union in the history of our literature.

reads like & fairy talee The unbounded affectien of & strong

nealthy, jovial and highly intellectual man, for an invalid, a
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woman of forty, and six years his senior, fully convinees us that
it was first and foremost a spiritual union. Her purity, sublimi-
1ty and nobility of soul threw a veil over all her deficiency eof
body. Browning fell in leve with her soul and their watrimonial
life was rewarded with sixﬁeeﬁ years. of ideal happiness. Nothing
can be more inspiring than the record of their married life, the
source for the mﬁtual inspixatéan'af two 8trang.and mantaily inde~
pendent personalities; nor can there be‘anything,mare ayppealing
"~ than ﬁha bi@graphe?’s pages relating of how the twe climbed the
Italian hills, and viaiéed the peasants partaking of their milk,

- butter, egge, berries as well as enjoying to the full the balmy air

of the Italian highlands., To Browning and to him alone is Elizabeth's

éanvaleaaence due. pe was conscious of the fact and Waé.juﬁtly -
proud to be the restorer of his wife's héal%h.

, | . Most peculiar is the fact that Elizabeth Barrett, like
Robert Brewning-is said to be partly of West Indian descent. Her

own reference to "blood of the slave" is rather misleading to nmany.

. This referencd is nothto be taken too literally, it mest probably -

. means the blood on the heads of her forefathers, for they peossessed

sla¥es in Jamaica. Mr. Browning explains the dilusion in & letter

to Ruskin. "I belong to a family of West Indian slave-holders,

and if I believedin curses I should be afraid. I can at least thank

God that I am net an American. How you look sara%%y at slavery, I#x

cannot unﬁéxﬁtané and I distrust your power to explain.®
The love staxy’bagﬁh 80 iéeg&ly.arewAin its happiness with

 their very growth, to the last, and accompadied MNrs. Browning te

“her grave. Theixr 1life is a picture af'intanae and unbounded devotion
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on hath siaesf He lavished tender and gentle eaxe”in an unprecedent-
'&d'and unexampled manner; she was most grateful for that love which
so magically transfigured her life. - Though different were their
interests in 1ife. yet:their relations were characterized by great
respect far-the pergenality and interests of each other. Por them
to be h&ﬁpy waévnat in the least necessary that they should view
l1ife from the sane atanﬁéaint. che faet that Mrs. Browning took
intense interest in the political stmggles of the Italians, in the
social welfare of the mass of men, while her guaband %as absorbed
in music and art, but above all in.tha spiritual evelution of ﬁhﬁ
buman soul, déﬁ not materially affect their livesy Even Elizabeth's
great aﬁmiraégeﬁ for spiritualism, a thing for which Browning had

“the utmost eantempt failed to disturb beppiness ﬁh@ir mﬁtuai happiness
Mrs. Browning's letters are guffieiéﬁt proof for my étaiemﬁnts. of
course being human, they were not entirely exempt fram occcasional
differen@eé% it seems rather tedious to @@nstantly ned in arrpeval
ones head to what the other Bays. miséuaai@n is vary\interesting
and uplifting, and since theif intefest were divar$0, it was almost
inevitable.

The political disturbances of 1858-1860 overtaxed the
sansitivg‘naﬁare of Mrs. Brawniﬁg. i$ wéa too great a strain for
her delicate health to overcome. 8he died on the 28th on June.1861}
on the arme of her §asband. Browning remained as faithful te her in

death as he proved te be in life. She still continued to be the

great source of inspiration to him, a thing we can witness from his

poems t6 her after her death.,
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A lyric love, half angel and half bird
And all a wonder and a wild desire-
Beldest of hearts that ever braved the sun,
Took sanctuary within the holier blue.
. And sang a kindred soul out to his face,~
Yet human at the red ripe of the heary -
~ When first summons from the darkling earth.
. Reached the amid thy chambers, blanched their blue,
‘And bared them of the glpry ~ to drop down,
To teoil for man, to suffer and to die,-~
This is the same voice, can thy soul knew change ?
. Hail then ahd hearken from the realms of help H
- Never may I commence my song, my due
- To God who best taught song by gift of Thee
Except with bent head and beseeching hand +
That still, thdespite the distance and the dark,
¥hat was, again may be; some interchange.
Of grace, some splendout, once thy very th@ugnﬁ.
Some benediction anciently thy smile;
- Never conclude,but raising hand and head
Thither where eyes,wese that cannot reach yet yearn
For all hope, all suatainment all reward,
‘Their utwest up and on -, s$O blesﬁing back
In those thy realms of help, that heaven thy home,
Bome whiteness, whieh, I judge, thy face makes yrouﬁ.v
Bome wannesa Whera. I think, thy foot may fall ! "

| | (Ring and the Book. Bk.1, 1. 1391}
Vhat Rra;'ﬁrawﬁing meant to the peet can also be most
effectively expressed in his own words, teo well known to the lovers

of Browninge : o ;j;ﬁff;

"All that I know
Of a certain star
Is, it can throw
{Like the angkkd, spar)
Now a dart of rea.
How a dary.of blue;
Till my friends have said
They would fain see, too,
My star that darts the red and the blue !
Then it stops like a bird; like a flewer, hangs
furleds
- They must solace themselves with the Saturn abo ve

Vhat matter to me if their star is a world ?
Wine has opened its soul to me ; therefore I 1§§e”

(My Star)
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And felt the Beulevar& break again =

To warmth and light and bliss ?

 The poet thought that if seciety sanctioned iheir unien
or anyvether unien, the married people weuld through the recogni-
- tien bée@me indebted to society and as a compensation for such
favor they wéuld have to do away with many dictates of theif own
conscience, in order to conform to the laws made by seciety, yet
by no means suitable to their peculiar temperament. The shackled
bondage of aanventienality prevents true develepement ef genius. and

put men under restraint. Being reeognized by society we, thraugh

our ebligatian te them ignore ox beceme ignorant of their weak p@lﬂta..'

It is almest fruitless to strive agaibst the fetters of convention.
Once under 1ts control, once its obedient slave, it requires many
years of almost futile teil to de away with self inflicted bondage of

humanity .

4

Human leve is a possible ideaé.xealiz@d and put inteo ?raetica

by Robert Browning. His coneeption of our uhien en earth is well
characterized by the beautiful poem "By The Fire Side".

"Oh, I must feel your brain prompt mine,

Your heart anticipate my heart,.

You rust be just before, in fine,

See and make me see for your part,

New dépths of the divine!®

(By The Fire Side
Stanza XXVIII)

Yet in‘spite ef his own happiness which made such & conception of
marriage possible, Browning fully sympathises with pear'P@mpilia's
failure on earth and justifies her anticipation for perfect unien

in Heaven.
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"Marriage on earth seems such a counterfeit,
Mere imitatien of the inimitable;

In heaven we have the real and true and sure,

" 'Tis there they neither marry nor are given

~ In marriage, but are as angels; right,

Oh how right that is, how like Jesus Christ

To say that} Marriage making for the earth,

With gold s¢ much, = birth, power, repute so much,
Or beauty, youth so much, in lack of these!

Be as the angels rather, who apart,

. Know themselves inte one, are found at length
Married, but marry never, kmnew, ne, nor give
In marriage; they are man and wife at once
When the true time is: here we have to wait
Fot so liong either! Could we by a wish
Have what we will and get the future now,
Would we wish ought done undone in the past?
So, let him wait God's instant men call years;
Veantime hold hard by truth and his great soul,
Do out the duty! Through such souls alone
God stooping shows suffieient of his light
To us i' the dark to rise by. And I rise."

(Ring and the Book
~ Bk. VII, 1. 1826)
We should net infer that convention is unneéessary or

superfluous, on the contrary we all recegnize its validity, and
tha:ﬁell do we realize the chaos had not this restraint been put
upen society; However, there are great intelieets; who can be
masters of their own actions, they have eutgréwnvthe,gchael of
éanvention and its laws, they are perhaps above the men who intné«
duced the lawd. These genéises ebide by their self-made rules,
and are bound by no laws save thése of nature and théir own e@n;'
seience. To adhere to conventioms is too often a hindrance for
great personalities and they frequently break them for their own
ultimate goéd and. perhaps for the good of humanity.

After the death of Nrs. Browning, the star of his hapﬁiness

the true source of his inspiratien, the poet fied from Italy tegether
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with his only sen, the fruition of their blissful and peacgeful
;ifa,_aad spent the remainder of his life in Eggland and different
parté of Itaiy.‘n@t in hopeless pessimism, but in healthful and |
hopeful activity, looking forward to that day when death would
reunite him with his beloved companion in a.life which according

té»onr prophet is our true,real, complete and parfeat abode.

', Brewniag uﬁf@rtunataly had not enjoyed the popularity of -

which Tennyson toe fnlly yartieigateé. He is obsecure ané diffieult
‘ﬁ@ understand it is frue. his expressions are wayward because he
thought quiakiy. the gubjeets he %reated éxa mestly of the iunner

life an&vraﬁuira deep éan%empla%ien ta'ba understood. ﬁis iuﬁaresﬁ
is eaneentrated on the inner spiritual life, he is the interpreter
- of human life in its relation to life beyond, the aubtlast S&a%egzg

of the soul in aang;“%nyihe evolution of the hnman soul, not the
4evelutian of outward life absorbed Brmwniag and claimed his. fnll atten-
tion. Thi$ eanstitutes the main thémg of his yaetry and, therafara,
we dannet expeet to undcrst&nﬂ him too easily. Nrs. Orr's remark

on the peet's obscurity is peculiar yet noteworthy. 8he_§aid that
if Browning had been subjected to & severe scholastic discipline he
would not have been @0 obscure. Personally I am inalinéa to think

that the lack of popular appreciatiom attributed much te the faet

that he unconsciously di&ieg&rdea the popular need and:beaame‘his own
eritie. and of course to him his poetry was always inﬁelligible. N
He c@ulé easily understand his abrupt way of thinking.

Ve cannot read Brawning when we look for amusement or recm
réaﬁian. but we can profitably read and enjoy him when we are gager

to obtain spiritual and intellectual food. He never disappoints us
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provided we are intelligéntly willing to pay the price for what we
get through careful and contemplative study. *Lefty mountains ané
enshreud their heads in clouds" says Berdoe. " Precious stones da
Want‘digging ﬁp“. Gold in nature is not exposed on the very surface
of the mountains, but is hidden here and there perhaps in the very

depth of nature;ﬂ yet humanity has never become tired of the task of

hunting for 1%-1 Ir material things deserve such careful considera-

tion, so much toil, surely we must give at least as much consideration.

&8s much perseverance in striving to obtain spiritualvthings.for_eur
inner life. | |

Browning haé never been the poet ef the average man, nor will
he become such fer some time to come. His peculiar trena of thought
is not easily gxaspaﬂ by every one. He was ahead of his'time in his
Philosophy and concertion of life, and if we shall add the ruggedness
of his verse we find a full explanat:en of his unpmpularity. We
must alse hear in mind that his poetry has little to de with the

bopular topies of his day. He was undisturbed by the politiel, soc--

ial, and secientific turmoil of his age and such themes never found
access to his poetry. for Browning is preeminentaly a poet of man and
of man alone. |

3. Browning's treatment of Nature.

Br@wning never lived mush in spiritual cemmunlen with Nature,.
and we see little of nature in his poetical works. The inner continu-
1ty of nature did net fascinate him as it dig Goethe or Wbrdﬁwerth,
but the eutward abruptness of it appealed to the poet. What did strie
ke him was the faet that a bud turning into a flower begomes something
vastly dlfferent from whaﬁ it was before, but he was not greatly in-

terested in the fact that the flawer is implieit in the leaf. Yot
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the gradusl growth in nature, butnthe flashing and striking changes
attracted his attention. S .

¥Fold on fold all at onoe in erowds thﬁnﬂar%mﬁly down
to his feeb.?

He notices the changes between day and night, only when th&

daylight is completely a&aaé@ﬁeﬁ,&y derkness. Browning csn by ne

means be guilty of that minute cobservatien ef n&tﬁra which is the

‘supreme charactevistic of Wordwerth's peetry. As I have already

-said Browning is interested in man snd the evolution of his soul,

ﬁ@i&n@r nature nor the movements of the é@y absorbed his &tt&ﬂtian.
prtormeo

He was fully conscious of the @ﬁﬁﬁ&f“ of his timg. tived in the very

miﬁsﬁ of politieal and secial troubles] yet in spite of it all

_Rxéwning‘lgnt a deaf eax to all things.'

/

Leb us new review Browninghattitude te the different phases

'éf iife and xaligi@ﬂ. and see whwi@iﬂ lies the great difference bet-

ween himeself and his contemporaries Tennyson, Hugh Clough and

Hatthew Arnold.

I Bre:

Robert Brawﬁing wasa an'unfaltexing Christian in the true

sense of its meaning and no Church with its ﬁ@gm&$ acu1d vhade him
&8 hér ewn, for the spirit of Christ, his ?@r&an&lity and not the
w&&x wrapped sbout the essence was valld for him. \ﬁa pther poet
nas ‘shown us te the extent which Brawnimg did that the y&ra@n&lity
of Christ is the “impregnable fortress of Christianity®. DBrowning
firmly belleved, that the kingdom of Goed must be within use, aﬁﬁ
what ie y@iﬁmﬁima in our ewn nature, will be of value to us in |
¥nowing the nature of Godse  To understand Browning's cathelie view

of thi&txanity. we must study aarefully nis tkrma m@ﬁt b&autifal
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peéms on this subject, "Chiistmas Eve énd Faster Day", "An Epistle
of Karshish ® and "A Death in the Desert".
"The acknowledgement of Ged in Christ
Acknowledged by the reason solves for Thee
All guestions on the earth and out ef’it“;[ﬁgﬁbwaﬁijffb Seeensf
Mrs. Orr tells us that Christ for Browning is "a manifesta-
tion of divine leve by human form, accessible te human love; but
not the Redeemer of the Orthedox creed.  It must net be fgrgetten
that Mre. Orr wa§fagﬂestie‘and tried to emplain all Browning's
teachings in the same light; yet,.hawevez, anyone who is at all
familiar with Browning's bread éutleak of life as well aa of re~
‘ligieué matters..wili.ﬁever-think of him as an @rthodox in the
Istrict sense of the-werd its‘meaning. His pmetry is undoubtedly free
frem the Orthodex view. | |
‘ The conflict between science and religion did not shatter
his faith nor his great belief in Christianity; nay maxe¢ it even
failed to affect his views. Therein lies one of tha'greét differen-
ces between Browning, Tennysom, Hugh Clough and Matthew Arnold. |
While Browning's faith was based on firm conviction.
- %I know not, but I am sure.®
Tennyson had enly faith.

"We have but faith we-&annet know,
For knewledge is of thiﬂgs we seel ()

Matthew Arnold and Clough even failed to eling to faith. Doubt best
characterizes the twe, they only hear
"The melancholy, long withdrawiﬁg feax”@[
of that faith which was once their own.
_ Brewniﬂg found food for hope and faith where his contemporar-
ies found\féed for hopelessness and deSpéir. pecause of the ineffie

@) Mwsf‘q nza ¥/
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ciency of the creed he did n@t‘east away his faith and belief. He
is the believing poet amidst & generation of daubt.’ The poet had
full courage to resist the agnostic tendencies of his time. He
gained in thought more than he lest in meledy.

. Browning's faith was based on intuition and reason, ad to
him faith must sﬁare unaflinchingly in the faee'af all the adversa-
ries, all grimness, all sordidness, all d;aillusionment, arnd through
all these grow strénger.. ?rue-faith,is not and must not be the
result ef emiling fortune, for then it will seenthat faith ia‘tha
aémp@ngatianvwhieh we bestow upon Ged for granting us all our wishes.
Browning vas well consoious of all the difficulties which make faith
hard.ta hold. mis faith does not depend upon eémya&&atian.lwiﬁh\him
it is spontaneous. vt is the search a;ieeﬁ and the greater its
_diffieultiea; its struggles. and doubts the yleasanter does it becomes
It is mur belief in the Unknown, the xnfinite. the thing a finite
meind cannot fully grasp or comprehend.
>f "Faith" says Paul "ia the aubstanéq of things hoped for
the ewidence of things nat seen.® | o

| 'Faith is life's purpese, the thing by whith men 1ive;‘ it is
a mest wonderful help in carrying the burdens when we are cast inte
" the floods of the sca of life; with faith and hope one marches on
‘undauntedly to the goal of life ah@ our ?ramiseé land. ‘

Unbelief is barrem of hope, let alone faith. It leads to

disinterestedness in life and to pessimism. The whys and wherefores
find no answer§ and oh, hew wretaheﬁ a puryaseless life must be; _

surely a thing hardly worth bathering with, A faithless being. ?;M%77

&
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usé Emersen's words "to wear out his boots". Such an exkgstinee v
is usually accompanied by inactivity. - In faithdo we find the
very assurance of the exsistance of God, the very intefest and
energy of life. But belief, Robert Browning tells us,vrequirea
both deep thinking and a trust in something unknown except by
our heart and intuition. Thus we see that Browning reeonciles
reason and intuition, the two neegessary attributes for our faith.
Many and varied are the ways in which faith cemes to usa.
Faith may dawn upoen us through an insignif%?t incident, and we retain
it férlavar.and ever.
"I was & friend in darkness chained forever
Within some Oceam cave; and ages rolled
Till through the cleft rock, like a moonbeam came
A white swan to remain with me: and ages
Rolled, yet I tired not of my first free jey.
In gazing on the peace of esach pure joy."
.Semstimes even a dreaﬁ,may be our agent for belief, and econfirm our
faith in Geod.
"One dfeam came to a pale poet
And he said : I am sleep, singled out by God;
Rewpeem- No sin must touch me.®
Pompilia is the source of pure faith for Caponsacehi, farmerly a
Ycarelessrees and hard-hearted man.® 1
| "You know (he cries) this is not love sire,~ it is faith,
-The feeling that there's God, he reigns and rules.”
Out of this lew world."

{Ring and the Book
Bke VI 1.1194.)

Browning pities éll those who le$¥ appértuniﬁiea te find
God irremitingly escape them, by not doing the work they are called
upen to de in this world of ours. The ?Qﬁe'iﬁ the Ring and the
Book passes his death sentence upon Guide, who was born "to iiva

out his own hate", in order that he may see the truth and find his
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faith in deéth. This is indeed a most peculiar trend of thought,
yet it is ndét surprising when we realize that it is Browning's con-
ception, the genuine poet who had s#eh a lofty view of death, and
who applaudes all plunging inte the unknown and the effbri to pene~

trate all the mysteries which separate us from God.

S. The Poet isw Lif ' ortality.

-~ Our life here is eensidexed by Browning as a training
i,saheel. wherein we train and educate our souly Man is the @nly
?‘baing incomplete. Ve are here to gr@w enough to be able to

3 participae in another fuller life. We are surrounded by limita-

3 tiens which baffle and retard our greowth. we become discontent
giwith our conditions here and we aspire to something higher, and we
ffb@e@ma filled with divine disaentent. While being amidst our

é surroundinge, we mnst always be able to look beyond tham.' This

% life is a stepping stone, a threshold by means of which we are to

% attain infinite h&ppina&s, pexfeet knowledge. To forget eur true
purposeé for the sake of finite 1ifa is to miss the inf&nite. To
:Brewning a man 18 a God though in a germ®, yet he is fully econe
vinced that the time will come when the whole of markind will be-
e@me perfeet, then we ‘shall need ne Miltom, nor Shakespeare or
8ocrates or any other haraes.ta show us that humanity is capable of
growing perfedt. Man eraves\farlpermahanoe and perfection, hence
the necessity of a future life to fulfil man's eraving. Fér the
sake of owm attaining perfeation we endure pain, aufferinga. evils
all sorta of struggles and storms, adversities of eireumstanses.nay '
éven death itself, in order that we may disclose the mysteries of

nature, and of ourselves.



- %My time be in Thy hand!
- Perfect the cup as planned!

Let age approve of youth; and
death complete the same.?®

(Rahbi ‘bend Ezra Stanza
| - XXX1I )
Our desire ta-de great things in this Univaras-exeaeds‘greatly the
'spwe of time we are givan en aarﬁh. we mmat be givendan eppartunity
Ate givs a full chance far our eapabilities. This is the feundatiaa

ugon which B:ewning exglaina ‘the absolute neeesaity far persan&l

immer%ality.

"Therefore to whom turn I but to Thee the
. ineffable name?
Builder and Makey 5% nouses not made with hands,
What have fear of ehangs Bkee from Thee who art -
: ever the same?
Doubt that Tﬁy yawar ‘ean fill the heart that Thy
\ ~_power expands?
There shall nsver be one lost g@ed t o
.‘Wﬁat was shall 1eava as before."

(Abﬁ;ngiéx Stanza IX)

| -Brawmiag‘fixm&Y'believeﬁ in a personal God, but the word
personal as.we unaerstan&'gt_is vastly'a;fferent fr@mAxh@ peetts
use ef,?érseaglq. His personal God is a glorious Being whom we can
at all events be more tham glad to worship, who is vastly diffefent
"from the diabelical God or the Divine Devil® whom many are still
thgught to praise and pray te. By a peraanai God, Browning under<
stands a ruler of the human soul, yet he rules not by meral law,
according to right and wrong of this Universe of ours, but by reward
and punishment, beth of conscience and £hraugh the develepemént of
the &ifferant stages im our respeetive lives. ﬂ@r‘that'very reason

it is man's business to realize here and now his vital function on
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earth, and learn the extent of his soul's power and its manifesta-
tions and make a most strenuous effort to perfeet it for the life |
hereafter.
"Do something“says Carlyle. "Be no longer a chaos. _____
but a world, or even a %er1d~kin. Produce ! Preduce. Were

it but a pitifullest infinitesimal fractiep of a product, pro-

duce it in God's name."

Browning's God is identical with Love. Tove is th; very
fibre of God's Being, who is the combination of justicé, merey, and
truth. God manifested himself through leve of physieal beaﬁﬁy.
bodily, spiritual and intellectual strength.  Such a convictien
ehabled %gépeet_ta st% forth feaxleﬁél&, and Bdidg assert in the
midst of seepticism and doub%, that God's love is the wm stimulus
wh;ch keeps our straying intellect frem insanity, &ince the imper~
fection of heart hampers and hinders the perfeatian of mind. -
Browning cannot thik of a loveless God. 3

"For the 1oving wermwitheut its clod were diviney
than a loveless God."

Such sound basis has appealed to many intellects who have fersaken

the churches with their creedsm yet thsyfully realized the indeaw

tructible need for religion.

God is the perfect Boet, whé in his person acts his
own creation.”
(Paracelsus fivff )
In the many poems treating_af love we have a perfect in-
sight of the relation thét#Qhe between human and divine love.
Such:a‘oanceptian is hhe outcome of the dictates of a strong male

spirit whieh is always master of his own passiom never its slav§4
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never in its bondage. Browning never fears to speak manfull& and
freely in a healthy syirit of all thimgs, which since they exkist
in\thé Universe and ﬁave entered for the good er evil inte our
lives must %aHdivulgad for the‘welfara of éeeiaﬁy.‘ He wrote of
®1ife in its shame as well as in its aplendeur life ints its basensas
its distorted aims its tragic failures, its 11mitless follbes ",
Yet to h;a Cathelic axm@aéhy»it is still life, theraf@xe, warthy of
ceﬁyassiﬁnate aerutiny. Ea;a%tempts to solve the highest problems
and to reeanails himg;uf“with all the mysteries penetrating a human
life.

Things when neobly portrayed invliteratureégive us aﬁ oppor-
tunity to study the good and evil factors of lifei and evil deeés
portrayed muat inevitably shame humanity into better and n@b*@t
life, and %hua indnae humanity to make a streng effort to avaid and
shun the evil phase of lif;:éé&;;ch as possible. '

Héw_ﬁhall.these who are shielded from evil influgnéesua .
know Qf the gre&t sorrows and sufferings of ethérs, if such things
were éat portrayed iniiiﬁeraﬁuté? - A question may arise, is it
inevitable for ome to be familiar with evil? Will swh knowledge
contribute to peace and happiness? If it faila-ﬁa aeéiriﬁnﬁa,tﬁ
their happiness, it will undoubtedly contribute to théir safety.
For life's path is net seen as through a glass. .

"For new we see through a glass darkly, but then
face to face."
Nor are we sure what life has in store for us. Portune is so

fickle, rich become peox and vice~versa. Therefore, let us be.
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yrep&réd to face unflinchingly all forms of life, whose victims we
teo often are. Woe to any one who having been complacently acous-
tomed te one particular phase of life, ignorant of its manifold
complexities, is cast by fate, thraughisam& misfortupe,~ for alas
they'axe man& and varied - upon the tempestuous waves and strug@ies
of life, of which that particular being was absolutely ignorant.
Vhere would such a human being land ? We’must“all be.awara of
the fact,that our lives in this Universe are often all at the mer- o
ey of that Uninown and mysterious Power, which rules aﬁd controls
the woxrlds

In his peetry Browning treats of selfish love with no con-
gideration of the life beyond. The second type of love refers to
higher intel}eet.and nobility of character, and the love attribvuted
to them goes a léng way beyond the mere salfish enjovment af it
The levers constantly search for the cause and effect which may
éénﬁiibuﬁ@ t6 their knowledge of the actual good faund in love.
'WQinnﬁha;éllngﬁrati@n of such love in the poem "By The Fire Side" "

. "My perfect wife, my Leonor, ‘

Oh heart my own, oh eyes mine toe,
Wnor else coukd I dare look backward for,

Vith whom beside ghould I dare pursue
The path grey heads abhor 7%

{By The Fire Bide.
| | Stanza XXI)
It shows the gxeat;anﬂ berievolent value éf guccessful love, Beside
the great spiritual significance, it is of immense Fractiéal valuei
The ealm. the optimism, the hope of such affection is beantifui and
ennobling beyond sxpression. | The'“za$% Ride Together"® is anothex

example of spiritual love, in spite of the faet that it proves te
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be a failure. The spivitual affection of the lover for his be-
loved shines forth too conspilceucusly to be overlooked. The laver
in this poem realizes what no manAwhose'lave is prompted by Qelfizh ,
ad sensuous motives can ever hope ta realize, namely, would the
lover look ferwar@ with sueh intense and bassionate leonging toward
Heaven had he been suceessful in his 19ve‘&¢re ?  As it is his
failure has given him a vision ef haavsn. whither he h@pefully
loaks ferward to be unitgd with his b&lavsa in perfect bliss.

"And Heaven Jjust prove that I and she -
Ride Rida, tegethey f@refar ride 7 ¥

{The_ﬁaat Ride Together
; , / Stanza X)

"Andrea del Sarte®, "My Last Duchess® are illustrations
of selfish and sensuous love with nofspiritual sugges@ivenasn;
they are not compensated with that visien of Heaver which is their
reward of divine affection only. '
} Bzewning thinks that man and wemam are borm te love some
ather man or womans If this is not carried out here it cannet
be gratified in the life teo come. If we fail here, we may hopée
for g re-union in Heaven, provided one of the levers was sincere
in his or her affection. A different tune does the poet pzye in
"Any Wife to Any Husband®. rthe love affair paxtrayea in this poem
was perfact whlle it lasted. but while the wife is on her death bed,
she is quite a@nSGleus_af her husband's weakness, which will fully
assert itself after sha‘is gone. Here we Tind the constancy of
woman in sharp contrast with the weakness of man. There is a great
truth in the bitter reproach of the wife which mankind at the present
stage of affaire cannot rafaéé. The faithful but dying wife speaks

~
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of her husband's faithfulness while she lives. She idealizes all
" his wishes and desires, and she wauldrstill idealize him were he to
die first. Even them he would be her only ideal, the only outstand- £
~iﬁg light in her life. Why should it be different in the case of
her companion ? She worries over the faot that #exy few men have
~ the will power to be satisfied with the idealized image of a dead
éiﬁa.,‘ She hopes for a reQuai@n'in Haavén.when‘the'time shall come,
but why should their re-union not be gpotless? Why should her
tempera?y absenae>brimg impurity into her husband's life ?

‘It is indeed a fine tribute te women.. Bx@wning held that
"purity and canstanéyvare_iﬂevitabla befaré humanity asserts supremaey
over naturé"/“ ﬁura‘ané unmolested love is tha poetts embodiment of
perfect faith, which maé ﬁag not yet &ﬁtaiﬁed'invspitﬁ of his‘ﬁtxivingg
The wemanly purity and unselfishness awaken in man the consciousness
.ef wider and nobler love tham the affection which is‘t@ satisfy hia‘
| desive. Pure ieve‘was to Browning not the "foe of intelleet, but &
mare‘giftea Qéﬁrgde whe deoes the same work more effectively, ﬁhe -
dives &seper, s9ar$‘hﬂgher, welds more potently into mere eﬁduring
unities, and flings upon dry hearts with a m@xé infallible magic
the seed of more marvelous new births.*® 7To love was "seme sum of
all morality, root of all goodness".

For 1@#3 is life, and they who do not love

are not alive. .

But they who leve, live in the heart of God
and hear Him speak."®
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Bro waning always laid stress on reasen and knowledge,
but he could conceive neither as diverced from Leva. "Paracelsus®
in quast of ideal knowledge is a brilliant illustration of this
h;aneh of the poet's philesophy. Paracelsus thoroughly absorbed
‘in attaiﬁing perfect knowledge, has forgetten or entirely negléat@d
Love, as .a result ¢f this he fails in his effort. Qn his death
bed he realizes the cause of his failure, the futility of knowledge

without love, the need of the latter in all human endeavorss When

the seareher’af.knawlmdge meets the searcher of love Parcelsus

sayss

"We must not part
Are we not halves of one dissevered world,
Whom this strange child invites once more?
Part ? Never. ,
Ti11l thow, the lever, know, and I, the knewer
Lava - until both are 5&7&& "

Finally when he fully realizes whét?ﬁe nas missed in 1ife and the

)
/

boundless value of lavp_?araaelﬁﬁa ex@laimsz

"God thou art Love ! I build my faith
| TRt [ Pucacelsus).
”&ﬁ@wledge means

Ever renewed assurance by defsaﬁ
That Victory is somehow still to reachy

Bat love is vietory ?%2? pr%ge itself. (e fé¢7yﬁ,f4r Fameres )

‘ Yet Browning's love mesembles "the jeyaas self;expamsien
of the Greek, rather than humility and self-sbhdsation aénegatisn
of the Christian love."  Not the piety and goodness of a saint.
nor the doer of ben&valant deecds, but the artist and the lover

dominated the prophet when he‘wre%a of love.



ﬂet'thé ieas% néblé, hopeful and inspiring is Br@wnihg'z
conception and treatment of evil. We too well know that the poet
was destined to live in an age when people no longer accepted on
falth or took for granted the theory that evil in this world has inm
its finallanalyéia a purpose whieh tends to the meliaiatian of hu-
maﬁiéy'and the developdment of society. Th§ struggls*&gainst evil,
BRYySs Br¢wﬁing\is 2 good in itself. ©Evil eﬁk@sts cnly for its goed
purpose, in spite of ﬁhe fagt that eour finite minds ¢anﬁat‘grasp it.

"For mankind spring
‘8Balvation by each hindrance interposed,
| , ‘ they climb.® (S ondalde)

Wé can realize the true value of things only through the power of
eentraating them with their opposites . How wére we to appree~
iate good ®ere it not for evilf pur purity of soul is a treasure
to us éhen we have strivem 1o snatch it out of the very eiutches"
of evil®. Would we ever be fully(conseieu& of the boundless good-
ness of Géd, his justice, meroy, and lovd, #f we had nothing t¢ -
eontrast them with® . Bvil is necessary for the real developement
of mankind. |

"Put pain from eut the world, what room were left
For thanks te God, for love to Man ? why then
Except for some escape whate'er the style

From pain that might be, name it as thou mayest ?**jjf“”ias]

Famneies!
Browning admits that much of the evil of this ﬁ@rld is the

result of the vioclation of moral law; yet even if we let evil oy

sin enter'eur iiveé, it is noet necessary that'we mast go on sinking

into that sinful element. On the contrary, the poet is fully con=~
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vineed that we can overceome it, th@uwh with diffievlty. Pempilia
the true heroine of the Ring and the Book has atiained perfeatiun
through suffering and conflict with evil. She had naﬁiafh\@éueati@m
nor home advantages, nor congenial surreundings during her w&édaé
life. | ﬁnly through gonflict with evil $kasd-her true instruatar-
em&rg@d the perfection of all beauty, all grace, the vsry embodle
ment of dignified and sublime mai&eahaad. - 8he truly sees grﬁat

good in sufferlng, she is the cnly character of the Ring and the
Book who has a cl@ar vision and zrasps the relation of evil and goed,
Having attagined so much goed from evil, she wishes none of it undone

and sees ncthing but good in evil.

o | 4 |
"Bear! not stand by, bear to sece that angels bear®
At another time she sa&s s N

"In His face is light, but in his shadow
healing to."

(Ring in the Book
- Bk.VII, 1.1720)

Abt Veglér yeiaé@ Brewning's.é@nceptisn of evil very effectively:

”Ths Evil is null is nought, is silence
implying sound
Vhat was good shall be good, with, fer evil
so mueh good more ;
Theref@re. on earth the broken Ares, in heaven
© the perfeet round,®

(Aht Vogler Stanz IX,
1« 5 )
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. Brewning ‘s Optimism.

Browning is the sa® healthful and hopeful optimist, which
qualdty shines forth in his life as well as in his work. His con-
ception of evil is above all a sufficient confirmation of this state~-
ment. Wherein lies the secret of such unbounded optimistic views ?
@é are all aware of the faect, that no one can be talked into éptimism,
asvﬁe”ené can be coaxed inta happiness. rhe soil} to becone a reei- |

pient of either must be deaﬁ within ourskives

"I myself am Heaven em Hell® ((FPanadise Lost Bhz /‘Y&/} ------ i
We can Justliy this: stahemant when we shall carefully anal?ze the
‘poem of the perfect painyer " Andrea del Sarte ", Browning's
optimi&m is ﬁt@rmaproof and weather-proof, it is unshakable, it has
its roeot d&ap in ths inn@rmast seul ef the man. From it came the

Ppassionate love for exsistance. He is a hap@y baingIWhich surpasses

aptimism.
”Hew good is man's life, the mere living ! how fit
to emplypy
All the heart and the soul and the senses forever

- enjoy : o

I have lived, seen God's hand thre' a lifetime, and -
all for best."
(Saul 1. 79 - )

Browning's physical constitution must have undoubtedly eantribntéd

to his happiness‘agd\aptimistie‘eﬁtlaak of life; he accepted the

Universe with joyful alaérity, always shedding the radiant beams of

peace around hime His e@timism shines forth in his eneeptien of

death; t@ him it is a "vicQ ;y of soul&\avar matter. and of hope

b@y@ﬂd .
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~ The peet loved life and considered it fully'ﬁerth.while,
*eax living exactly ashe prgached; Life to him is not "A walking
shadow, a tale told by an_idi@t; fudl of sound and fuzy'iignifying re
nathing.” Nor did Browning ever sharo in a pessimistic saying‘
"The longer life the greagr cheoice of Evil®, How far was the gen-~
ius from such conceptions of life. "The mere joy of living" en-
tiued‘and;éharmed him. |
? In "FravLéppa Lippi¥ he tells us i~
"This world is no blot for us
No blank, it remains intensley and means
_ good.® ([ege 127
Intending to make life perfeeﬁ every little thing is signifdcant.

"0h the little more and how much it is ?
And the little less and what werlds away ?(137 The BreSid=.

Stangarirx

Thus we appreach the end of the survey of Browning's
conception of life in its various forms. His twa graat and mest
euistandiag theories are ¢ First, the hope arising from the im=-
perfeétien of man;. this idea he fully expounded inthe "0ld Pictﬁresl,
of Flarénce", where hope may be placed on defieiancy itseif. The
natural outcome ef this is his conception of Immprtality.b rhe.
second theeory WIf sorrow and self denial is a burden, it is alse
é privilexe.® Thié statement may be illustrated by the'faét, that |
‘the @zueififies Crucifixion of Christ has undoubtedly attributed much
to gis subsequent greatness. | v

To know life in all its manifestations, that of the sould
above éll. was.his supreme purpese. To Brewningh"little else was

worth studying ". [Life in its serdidme lonliness, and in its mean-



ness, its heroes as well as its villains, its successes and its
falluras, all w1th relation te the soul and the Infinite.
"T'was my plan to look on real llfe
The 1ife all new to one; ny theories
My-theeries Were form, so them left I
to look and learn .
Mankind, its cares, hopes, fears, its
woes and joys

And as I pondered on their ways, I s@ughﬁ
Comprising every joy 1 deeply rnused."

(Pauiine r§.dt9)
Is this not an illustratiom of his cosmopolitan mind? He lived
and moved in & great mental weild. He was not satiéfied te see
man at a distance. Browning loved and admired humanity not for
whaf they are but for what they might becoms, and i8 tha.greatest
hopeful exponent of faith, love and progress which the nineteenth
century pr@dueeé. yéﬁ his messagé ia for all ages,so long as man-
kind will strive to attaim purity, harmony, perfect, upright henesty
Brﬁiniﬂg will live; for his is a message of the soul, a thing which
alwsays has and always will be of great interest to humanzty, in the
study of which mankind never graws tired.. | N

- Fax Browning, Life, Religiom, Love and God are aynanymaua.
gna we do not find them divaregd. Character is only a test of the
religiadé principles in man. A bad or indifferent religiom results
ip‘an,indifferant; earelessnms@ eharaater. Progfess with Browning
ﬁﬁ# mere "an instinet than a prineciple™, "Spirit was to the post
the ultimate fact of @xsistancé. the soul and God were iﬂdiseeluble%
I”&llti&ﬁ- - 3 b

In the combat betw&en heart and head, heart always was 3 E

ch&mpiéﬂ in Bx@wning's case, yet intellect was used most vigorously

and effectively in every argdment of his. In conéidering the highy wa

east prlnaipleﬁ. he always takes the two extreme v1ews en ﬁhe subgaetLN«mw»m
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and'then thraugh reason and adeguate argument,as well as intuiﬁien.
the Good always triumphs. "Caliban upon Setebes®, and "An Epistle
of Karshish" show Browning's broad-mindedness and tolerance in treat-
ing religious matters.

Browning-as I have already mentioned &id not fear death, but
he disgliked the aantiﬁu&llhaxping on the subject, T¢ attain perfect
fruition and realizaticn of life, it is a necessary experiznce, and
is th the prophet and seer completely barren of horror; it is the re-
union with God, and the eternal, .- the only purpese of the §e§ré‘ré~
ward of his being here. * /

*Iif I stoep ,
Into a dark tremendous sea of cloud,
It is but for a time; I press CGod's lamp

Close to my breast; its splendour soon or late,
Will pierce the gleom; I shall emerge ene day."

(Paracelsus Last Seene)

Hiﬁ is the life giving, 1ife sustaining philesophy, ne cloud hovers
over his view of death, a thing'whieh is to many of us & dark nebu~
lus full of uncertainty, te others it 1s a reality espstained by hope.
We want immortality because the human heart is craving.far it; be~
cause we are afraid of anmnihilation,- a horrifying sensation,- and
because belief in a future life makes this life a happier abode.

The thought of @xtinatién woulld poison the life here for many. To
most of us intuition is the only dict&tar ef a fuller life beyvond.
Broﬁning is convinced of this life and convinces others. His con-~
viction has had its true re@ard,'ef‘uEMQlestad and uncléude&-happinw

ess here.,
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Life and death are the cerrelatives on which the ﬁaat's

optimism and unbounded assurance of the life beyond rests.

"Grow eld,aleng with me,
- The best is yet to be
The last of life for which the first was made.
Our times are in His Hand
Who saith, "A whole I planned ; =
Yeuth shows but half: trust Ged, see
all, ner be afraid. "

(Rabbi Ben Ezra 1. I -)

Browning "Never doubted clouds would break
Hever dreamed though right were.
worsted, wrong would triumph,
Held we fall ta rise, ou¥ baffled to
fight better ,

Sleep t ise." |
:@Gr.‘ #MM
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