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ABËTRACT

DATING PATTERNS AMONG A SEIECTED SAMPLE
OF STUDENTS AT THE UNIVERS]TY OF MANITOBA

It was the purpose of this study (1) to attenpt

clarification of various issues in the area of dating and

(2) to test ln Canad.a the flndings of .American research on

datlng.

Data hrere colleeted 1n March, Lg66r by means of a

questionnalre adminÍstered. to students enrolled in sociology

col¡?ses at the Unj-verslty of Manitoba. As the sample was

chosen on a non-random basis, findings were not generalÍzed.

to all students at the University of Manitoba.

Twenty-two hypotheses were tested by ureans of contlngency

tables. A Chl Square analysi.s was applled to eaeh test and,

the five pereent level of eonfièence was selected as the

mininu¡n for the deternination of significÐ.ficê¡

The analysis of d.ata ind.icated that age of Ín1tial
d.ating was not significantly related to the variables of
occupational class of head of studentrs household, ed.ucational

class of head of stud.entrs household,, use of language 1n

additÍon to Engllsh in the stud.entrs home, and. going stead.y.

Age of initial dating was found to be signlficantly related
to frequeney of dating for both sexes, to expected age of
marri.age for females, and to nr.mber of persons dated. for males.

DatÍng type was found to be signifieantly related to
frequency of dating for both males and, females, and to
expected. age of marriage for females. Datfng frequeney üras



forrnd to be related to number of persons dated for both

sexes and. to expected. age of marriage for females.

The d.ata also indicated. a signÍficant d.ifference between

urban and rural ma.les with regard to age of inÍtial datingt

and to times laek of material faetors interfered. with datingt

but not wlth regard to frequeney of dating.

It was for.md that students from the upper soclal cJ.asses

tended. to restrict their d,ating to university students more

than clid students from the lower social classes. No sí8nifi-
cant d.ifference llas formd between stud-ents from the upper

and lor'¡er classes with regard. to tines lack of nraterial

factors interfered. with dating or with regard to dating

ad.justment.

Dating adjustnent was found- to be related to dating

frequency for both sexes, and to age of initial dating a-nd.

type of dating for females.

The datp indicated. that fraternity members dated. more

frequently than non-members. There was no difference between

sorority members and non-members regarding frequency of

dating.

Finally, it i,ras found that A greater proportion of

Jewish than of Gentile stud.ents mentioned religion a-s a

factor interfering with da.ting.

As the results of the analyses of data indicated that

for females in f,bur,, instances, and for males in one

instance, three varÍables were significantly lnterreLated t

additional enalyses krere performed in which the relationship

1L



of two variables l¡ras compared. while controLling the effect
of the third rela"ted variable. lrlhen this was d.one, i.t was

found. that ainong females, seven relationships were being

influenced by a third variable, while arnoag males, two

relationships rrere infLuenced, by a third. varÍable.

Edward. Stephen Herold
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CIIAPTER T

INTRODI]CTTON

Obieetive of Study

rt ls the purpose of thls study to exa.mine certain
patterns of dating anong stud,ents enrolled i.n soci.ology

courses at the university of Manitoba 1n an attempt: (1)

to clarify various issues in the area of dating, and (z)

to test 1n canada the findings of AnerÍcan research on

d.ating. No attenpt w111 be nade to explore the changes 1n

dating that may have oceurred over time.

Outline of Studv

rn the following ehapter, the review of literature will
d.eal with convergences, as well as divergences, in the

findings of sociologieal researeh on dating. rssues requir-
ing additlonal study v¡il-l be emphasized.

chapter rrr wll-l deal with hypotheses arlsing from

lssues presented. in the revlew of lÍterature and. the
definitlon of eoncepts used. 1n this stud,y.

chapter rv will deal with the methodology of this stud,y

inelud.ing: questionnaire, measurement of variables, sample,

and statistieal teehnlques.

The general and. dating characteristics of the sa.nple

will be presented 1n chapter V.

chapter vr will deal with the analysis of findingso
The hypotheses presented in chapter rrr and additional
hypotheses which arose during the course of the study wÍll
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be analyzed. here.

In chapter VTI, control for interrelated. varlables wi.ll
be made in ord.er to see uhether or not certain relation-
ships are being influeneed. by other variables.

A qualltative dimension w111 be added to the study in
ehapter VIII, wl,rere an analysis of studentsr comments in
reply to open-end.ed. questioas will be made.

A sunmary of the study will be presented. in chapter IX

followed by suggestlons for further research Ín ehapter X.



CHAPTER T]

BEVIB'T¡I 0F TIff LITERATURE

A study of the li.teratr-rre ind.ieates that most lnvesti-
gations of d-ating are coneerned l¡ith the influences on

dating ehoiees. The d.ata may be grouped into four sehools

of thought from the work of fÍve major sociorogístËc:
Wal1er, Burgess and. Eoeke, iowrie, ffid Br¡rchinal.

hlalleË

Wallerrs essay on ratÍng a¡d, dating has greatly
Ínflueneed soeiologieaL conceptions of dating and eourtshi.,o.1

rn his eonceptualiza-tion, da.ting and eourtship are separa_te

aetívities governed. by different norns and_ engaged, in for
d-lfferent purposes, although courtship may e¡ûerge from

d-ating. I¡Iall-er regarded d.atlng as a competiti.ve game in
which the 'orimary obj ective of young people was not to build
meaningful relationships but to exploit or to use the dating
partner for personal benefit. This exploitative element

tøhich roakes dating a eonrpetitlve ga:ne of strategies, was foqnd

to be extremeLy prevalent among the dating pairs warl_er

s'r,ud-ied at Pennsylvania state college in the late 1930rs.
ï¡.lall-er d-iscovered that students tend to rate one another

according to sueh eriteria as physical appearanee, dancing

ability, access to an automobile, popularity with the

I
t¡. I¡Ia1ler, IThg Rating_ and DatinË^qo-mp}êxr * .AmericanSociologica-i Review, Zr-l93Tt pp. 7zf-i5+.
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opposite sex, clique membership, and having a stgood. linert.
0n the basis of these ratings some persons t,¡ere consid.ered.

to be class i, daters, whiJ-e others not faring so well were

consid-ered. to be class B, C,, or D d.aters. Dating invitations
were then extended or withheld., aeeepted or rejected", with
the clea-r notj.on of whether or not the partieular date would

raise or lower oner s own prestlge.

Largely because of the infl-uence of lfallerrs vi.ews,

to a great extent, d.ating and courtship have remained

separate areas of diseussion. The rating and dating complex

has been ritualistically repeated. in marri_age and fanily
textbooks, and. the dysfunetional elements of the dating

system have been emphasized.2

BurEess and toeke

For Burgess and, Locke, rrdating is...â social engagement

of a man and a r¡oman which is for the enjoyment of each

otherts company and lnvolves no matrimonial eornrnitiner¿.*'3

To these authors dating provid-es a basis for de.termining

compatibility before becoming emotionally involved..

Lowfie

towrie, in L95I, called attention to the discrepancies

which he foirnd between the theories of datÍng put forth by

, Margaret E. _Do!f eJ-ly, ÎrToward a Theory of Courtshipr rG

I4arrlaEe and. Fa¡rilv tj.úi¡.1.E, 25, 1963r þp. 2gO-293.

H. J. Locke. The
Co., a96o) ,'þ3

E. I¿J. Burgess and,
York: Aneriean Book

Famil ( en¿ ed. ) (itew
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lfaIler on one hand and by Burgess and locke on the other.

Data from high school and college students r,¡ere analyzed by

Lowrie to test the valldity of Wallerrs ld.ea of the competitive,

exploitative relationship, Burgess and- Lockefs idea that

d.atingisad.istinetyetpre1ininaryphaseofeourtship1aRd.
Lot^¡riers víeinr that dating ls a process whereby youth obtain

the training and. experience needed for reasonable sel-eetion

of mates. From his fÍndings, Lowrie coneluded that motiva-

tÍon for dating was d.omi-nated by educational and socialization
ai.ms and t,hat aims assoeiated. with the rating and dating

tr
complex r,\rere negligible. '

Critics of Waller

W. M. Smith retested. hlalLerrs theory at Penn State

University ln the L95CIt s. Responses from students failed
to substantia.te the rating and da.ting system as d.eseribed by

Þfaller and attaehed. grea.ter importance to the personality-

companionship factors. However, Srnith reported. some support

for1¡la11er|sthes1s1nthese1eetionofdatingpartnerssinee
datlng aftong fraternity men exhibited status homogamy.S By

Ítself , however, evid-ence that the fraternity uen and :

sorority hromen selected. dates orr arr equal basis does not

mean that their dating was charaeterized by the rating and.

+
S. H. Eowrie, llDating Theories and Stud.ent Responsesrft

American SocioioEieal Èeview, L6, !95Lr pp. 335-3LrO.

' W. M. Smith, lT., ttRati.ng and Dating: -.4. Restudyrtt @åagg
and Famit-v EiiinE ,'!4, l95z: pp. 312-316.
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datlng complex.

Blood, 1n analyzing d.ata obtained from a rand.om sample

of single u.nd.ergraduate stud.ents at the University of
Mlchigan, in fgfi, found that popularity was based. more on

personality iterns than those derlved. from l''Iallerts complex.

He concruded that if the rating and datÍng formulation was

appllcable earlier, 1t i¡ras not typical arnong the students

in his sanp1e.6

Yet, an j.nvestigatlon of ratlng and dating praetiees
based on a random sample of r¡¡,r¡larrfed und.ergraduate stud.ents

at Ïowa State University, In 1956, found. that prestige
ratings'brere establlshed for fraternitles, sororÍties,
dormitorfes, and off-ca¡apus houslngr and that stud.ents dated

within thelr own prestlge groopr.T

Thus, it appears that two points of view are reflected
in the researeh coneernlng criterj.a for selecting a mate.

One, expressed 1n htallerts ratlng-dating theory, suggests

that the choiee is based. on a deslre to rate well in the peer

group and ls made according to prestige symbols as d.ictated
by that group. The other, proposed by crltics of Waller,
mafntains that personallty faetors and lnter-personal
relatlonshlps lnfluence the choiee of a d.ate, not material-

6
R. 0. Blood, *tA Retest of hIallerts Rating Complex.tr

Marriape and Fqmllv Livins, IT, L951, pp. [f-42. '
7
_ g. Y: Rogers and. A. E. Haveng, Êüprestige Rating and MateSeleetlon on a College Canpusrts'Marriaee-and. Fanil¡r Livine,22, Ig6or pp. 55-59.- ¡
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lstlc or prestige faetors. The important d.eterroinants are

such thfngs as pleasant personallty, neat appearance, and

conslderation for others.

Burehinal states that there need. not be any quarrel

between these two sets of d.ata. Dating appears to be based.

on the ed.ucational-personality-companionshlp norms d.escribed

by Blood, Smith and Ïowrie. Yet at the same timer âs data

revlerved later ln thfs paper will show, d.ating ls generally

endogamous with regard, to race, religion, statusr Ðd other

sociologieal variable s. 8

Datine as a Market Svstem

Goode approaches the fleld of d.at,ing by cornparlng it
wlth a narket system 1n which the participants attenpt to
gain the best bargain for themselves. 0f eourse, the

partieipants may not be eonsciously aware of thls process.

Parents nay see themselves as ffseeklng the best for their
chlldrentr or a young uan may see hinself as roseeklng the

hand of hls beloved.H. Few clearly see the factors affeeting
thelr eholce. In our part of the world., Iegally, any man

can marry any ÌIoulâ.ír. In reality, hor¿everr âs eoncrete find-
lngs ind.icate, the nr¡mber of eligibles is 1n fact hÍghly

orestrieted..'

B
Ëee G. Burchinal, ÉThe Premarital Dyad & Love Involvementr6

Hand.book of MarriaEe and the Fan1lv, ed. Harold. T. Chrlstensen(Fnieae r p.64r.
9

T,filllam J. Goode, The Fanily, in Found.ations of Mod.ern
ÊocigloEv Series, -.eê. Alex Inkles (Englewood Cliffs:
Prentiee-Hall, f96+)r pp. 37-38.
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Desplte tod.ayr s emphasi.s on hi¡man qualities in social
relationships, class factors are influential even at the

early dating phase of the mate-sel-ectlon process. Holling-
shead, 1n El.mtownt s Youth, reports that 61 percent of all
dates belonged in the sane social class and 35 pereent in
an ad.jacent soei.al elass. I¡fhen a boy erossed class rlnes
1n two out of three tlmes he dated. a girl in a lower class;
1f a g1r1 crossed. the lines, 1n two out of three cases she

dated upward. what is fuoportant to note here is that those

wbo d.ated in a higher elass were likely to have special
qualitles. The girls were popular or pretty; the boys tïrere

outstand.ing athletes or hlgh-school lead,ers.lo Tn Good.ers

language, they'hrere able to gain the advantage of datlng
wÍth a person in a higber elass position by offering in
exehange other valued. traits. Thus even in the dating
phase there is a pattern of bargaining and. class influence.
Goode eonclud.es¡

It is clear that ff the sober factors of wealth,
occupatíon, easter âger or rellgion do not substitutéfor 1ove, they nevertheless create the framework within
which 1t'operâ!"s, Since the marriageable population
of the United States is gradually segregateä Lnto poolsof eliglbles with simllar social baekground,s, relatively
free dating patterns can exist without, disruþting thestratiflcatlon system. rn faet, there ls not a õompletelyfree market in courtship or mate selection. Rather,
as i.n economic exehanges, there are smaller markets-in
which few are eligible to participate. It 1s with|6r
eaeh such narket that eonsiderablè freedom exists.lr

-4. B._Ho11i!g,shgad, Elptownrs Youth (New york¡ John Wl1ey
Sons, Inc., L9+9), þ. 1+9.

Goode, loe. c1t.

10
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Thus, 1n a soelety sueh as ours where the courtship

system 1s highly eompetitive and. where nany cultural barriers

operate to obstruct mate selection opportunities, a sizeabl-e

nu¡nber of 1nd.ivid.uals are hand.ieapped 1n the competltion for
dating partners. In considering the lnfluence of soeiocul-

tural faetors on d.ating relatlonshlps speeial emphasis

should be given to thelr lnfluence on non-dating, for amid

the reports of dating frequency, it 1s well to remember that

some stud,ents d.o not d.ate at all, or at least not as often

as they would like.

Psveholoeieal Adiustnqnt to DatlnE

Melvln J. lfilllans, in his survey of I tSOO high sehool

students in rural and urban comnunities in Georgia and

Michigan found. that well over one-fourth of all high school

youths and aLmost one-third of the girls felt that they were

fallures in datlng and eourtshlp. While about l4 pereent

of hls respondents wanted to d.ate more, a large pereentage

of these did not know what to d.or or how to aet on d.ates; a

thlrd of them did not flnd thelr datíng experiences very

satisfactory, and almost one-thlrd. of then experleneed fear

while dating. This, W1l11ams polnts out, illustrates the

frustration whlch arises as a result of confllcts between

what is upheld as va].uable (namely popularity and dating)

and. the ability of youth to ¡oake satisfactory ad.justment to

soeiaL þres.o"".12
12

Melvln J. lü1ll1ams, trPersonal & Farnily Problems of High
School Youth and thelr Bearlng Upo+ Fanily Ed.ueation Need.srrr
Social Forees, 27, I949r pp. 279-285.
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Materlal 
-Possessions

l¡Jillia.ms also notes the special emphasis given to the

need. for ¡oaterial possessions to gain status anong the young

people in his survey. Ile states that t,his need. i.s eonsj-olered

so importa"nt that if it is not met, adolescents tend. to

become upset, often to the point of self-pity, and. may seek

fulflllment of their needs in anti-social behaviou".13

Land.is, in his research on teen-age dating, found, that
arnong boys the reasons mentioned most often for not da.ting

were Laek of money and aceess to an automobile. In the

lower-ineome elass almost two-thirds of the boys felt bloeked

in d"ating for lack of a ear; 1n the mid-dle class, halfr ffid

in the upper class a little more than a third did.. As well,
girls consid-ered the boyt s lack of a car an lmportant factor
in their not dating. Many felt they could. not, for status

reasor:is, accept a da-te lmless the boy had. a "r".lh
ÐatinE Adjpåtment

Many young people stil.l report considerable anxiety and

urhappiness about their dating relationships. A national
sample of high school- students reported. comnon feelings of

lnadequacy in dating and feelings of shyness, self-conscious-

ness,t or being ill at ease. Furthermore, large percentages

of eaeh seï hrere anxious for the other sex to asslllne more

initiative in making dates,15

13
Ibid. , þ,0. 2Bl--282.

1+
P. II. Eand.is, trResearcþ on Teen-Age Marriagerrr MarriaEe

a4d FamiUr lriviáE, 10 , 1960r þp. 9O-ç\.
L5

H. T. Chri stelsenr rlDating Behavior As Evaluated. By Hieh

$fi}"Btol}Ëå:"tt,r' 
amérlean Jõurnal of SoeioloEv, 57, 1952;
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Ehrman reports that frequency of dating 1s direetly
related to maLe happiness. The relationship between -.r r

unhappiness and. Iow frequeney is particularly marked..

Although there are almost twiee as many very happy as unhappy

males in the high and" ned.ír:m categories of datlng frequencies,

there are seven times as many unhappy as very happy males in
the low frequenci"s,16 fn another study by Kirpatriek and

Caplow, satisfactlon with dating r+as assoelated. with
personal unhappiness arnong Universlty of Minnesota students.lT

Fron the stud-ies discussed. above, orre ean conclud.e

that there are a consid-erable proportion of students who

date seldom or not at all. Many students, perhaps those who

would benefit most fro¡n its soeializing influence are

exclucled from d.ating. Therefpre. it would-be most enliEhteninE

to explore some of the sgciocultural vari.ables Ínvolyed. here

in t-he Manitoba settine.

AEe_.o:L _.fneeption of Da-tlng

Some dynamics of dating and non-dating nray be inferred.
from eonditions that influence the age at r,¡hieh dating begins,

and from d.lfferenees 1n dating praetiees between those who

begln d.atlng early and those who begin late. One of the

76
r (Ner^i York¡

L7

-rru*inston Ehrman. Premar
Henry Holt Co., 1959), p.

C. Kirpatrick and- T. Caplow, ÉGourtship in a Group of
Minnesota- Studentsrtt Aneriðan Íor:rnal of SogloloEv, 51, L9)5,
pþ. l.]4-l-25.
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najor studies 1n this area 1s that of f,owri".l8 An

exeellent sunmary of this study has been presented by Burchfnall

Iowrie ç1961) investigated. factors whích influenced,
the ages of initial dating anong youth in Ohio, Texas
and talifornia. Ages at which dating began l¡Iere
related to the nati.onal origlns of the parents of the
youth, the parentst ed.ucational levels, slzes of the
familÍes, thelr soeioeconomic status, and the reglon
of the eoi.mtry. Also, some of these factors were
related. to the youthr s dating practlces. Two broad.
patterns are suggested by Eowrie. fn one group were
ehlldren from families that are thoroughly Aureriean,
with above-average ed.ucation, a relatively high soci-o-
economie statusr æd fewer sibllngs. Child.ren in this
group dated early and comparatively frequently; after
considerable experience in datlng they tend.ed. to go
steady relatively earIy, but they returned. quickly to
playing the field.. The second. group of chlldren carne
from families of more recent foreign originr of Lower
educatlon, lower socioeconomie status, and. more siblings.
Chlldren of these fanilies tended to begin datlng later
and to begln golng stead-y relatively quickly wlthout
much experienee in dating. The ages of initial datlng
for girls hrere affeeted more by variations in the
varLables than were those of boys...

Further compli.catlons aruong ages at which dating
begins, dating status, and the frequeney of dating v¡ere
reported. by Lowrle. .A.ges at initial dating and going
steady r¡rere related, but not ln the same manner for
all stud.ents. As d.ating began earlier, there was a
larger delay before going steady, and as dating began
later, there was a correspondingly shorter delay
before initiation of stead.y dating. Early dating was
related to a relatively broad and. lengthy experience 1n
palred-seJc assoclation before steady datlng, whereas
later introduetion of dating was associated. with a
relatively short experience in lnter-sex assoclation
before golng stead.y began. L9

Burehinal questions tuo of lotrriers findlngss one, that
golng stead.y is only a phase through which students pass who

1E
S. H. Eowrie, ¡sFactors Tnvolved 1n

Datingr* r
tg

Eee G. Burchlnal, nThe Premarítal

the Frequeney of
18, t956, pp.-)6-51.

Dyad and ï.ove Involve-
nenton in Handbook of MarriaEe and the Fanilv, ed. Harold.
T. Christe i tg64), p. 629.
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then revert to playing the field, especially if they

started. dating earlier than most youth, and two, that late
daters who rush into steady d-ating v¡ithout much previous

experience should be the ones to r+hom youthful marriage

would appeal most híghly,20 Burehinal found. that girls who

married. while st11l in high school had begun dating earlier,
d-ated nore frequently, dated more boys, had gone steady

earlier, and felt they had been in love with a greater number

of boys than a eontrol group of gir1s.21 Results comparable

to those of Burchinal have been found by Moss and Glngles,

and TnseLberg.zz Burchinal coneluded. that the d.lsagreement

of those findlngs with those of Lotr¡rie eannot be dismissecl

lightly. r¡0bÍ.ously, eonsiderably nore research is need.ed

on the correlates and. eonsequences of variations in initial
ages of datÍ-ng and going stead.y. H23

Datine and tor¡rtshi'o

Having presented. some of the main streams of researeh

regarding dating, ít 1s now appropriate to elarify some of

the d-imensions of the datlng process. To begin with, it
should be stated that the eonce'otual relationshins between

20
.lutÈ.

2L
t. G. Burchinal- trAdolescent Role Ðe

Sehool Marriage r 
rt

Pþ. 378-391F.

lvation and lligh
7959,

¿¿
Burehinal, oþ. eit., p. 630.

¿1- 
-fbjil.

, 21,
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dating and eourtshlp have never been fully agreed upon by

sociologlsts stud.ying these phenomenu.24 Although a conslder-

able nr.r-mber of studies make a clear distinction between the

two, Jaeobshon and Mathney point out that this distinction
is begirrning to disappear:

Casual dating has been linked to fornal engagement
by neans of a continuum in terrrs of inereasing responsi-
bility, involvement and soeial pressures. An importa:.lt
stage, short of engagement, is that of going steady
defined. as a temporary relationship between dating
partners involving mutual monopol¡rr reciprocal role
obligations, and peer group recognitíor:r. 25

Burchinal, in dlscussing Hermanr s study of going steady

notes that going stead.y as one pattern in dating is not yet

completely understood :

Hermanr s study Q95Ð helped. to elarify the
concept. Hls sample eonsisted. of university students,
but he asked them about their high sehool dating as
well as about their eurrent dating behavior. Dating
inereased in frequeney and moved from playing the field
in the sophomore yes"r to going steady in the senior
year in high school. Going steady was also the most
frequent form of dating alnong the most popular students
but stead,y dating dld not represent the same kind of
relationshÍp to all youth.

Hermar¡. distinguished between two types of steady
dating. One was marriage-oriented, and the da.ting of
students with thls orientation eonstituted eourtshlp.
The other type Ímplied no thought of marriage and
represented a relationship maintained. for reereation,
fun, ed-ueation or other reasons. 26

.&jjl. , P. 624,
2+

25
Peter Jacobshon and Adam P. Iulathney, Jr., flMate-Seleeti-on

in Open Marriage -Systemsrrt InternatÍonal Journal -ol Jomparativg
Sgeiolosy, I, A)62, p. 98.
26

Burchinal, g,p¡--g.i!.. p. 630.
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steady d.ating may also be viewed. in an ed.ucati-onal

framework as a sensible adjustment to the confl_ict, to the
uneertalntrr and. to the lnseeurity of ilre highly competitÍve
and. often exploitative dating patterns of not going steady.
Rand,om dating permits only superficial assoei.ation beeause

of the lack of personal attaehment, and lower feellngs of
responsibllity. For so many, the greater sincerity and the
more lntense personal relations of going stead.y far surpass
the attraction of the new and different involved. in not
going stead.y. rn this sense, stead,y dating provid.es anticl-
patory sociallzatlon for courtship and later marital adjust-
ment,27

Blood noted increased rapproachment between the sexes
as students moved. to senior elass levels and became more

serious 1n theÍr datlng relatlonships. students grad.ually
becane d.lsenehanted. with the competitive dating world. of the
first few years of eollege and replaeed it wlth more

lndividuallzed. palr activlti"r. 2B

Thus, it can be seen that the general term rd,ater is
too broad to eover arl types of dating reLationships and.

that for dlfferent purposes different conceptlons of dating
are required.

27

^^ JHL. r Þ. 631.
¿ó

R, 0. Blood, 'Un_lfornities and Dlversitles inDatirg Prefereácesr" ¡tarrraEe an¿ ¡'ãr¿iry-¿ivinÃ,
PP. 37-+5.

Campus
LB r- Lgr6,
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Tvg.es of Datlne

Jaek Delora approaehes dating by viewÍ.ng it as a social

system deflned. as two or more people interacting with eaeh

other more than with outslders for the purpose of reaching

sone end. or obJeetlve. The structure of interaction is
d.eseribed in terms of norms or shared. franes of reference

whieh d.etermine the status-role patterns for memb "rr.29 By

using such a franework, Delora believes it is posslble to
make comparative analyses of datlng patterns with respeet

to time and place and" to arrlve at a systematic evaluation

of on-going practices.

Under this frarnework Delora d.Íseusses flve general

eategories of dating! casual dating, golng steadiJ.y,

golng steady, engaged to be engaged, and engagement. The

following are deseriptions of the structure of such types:

Casual datÍng - The first few d.ates of a couple are of this
type. The purpose is that of getting acqlrainted.. The

boy and. girl aet in a Ì{ay so as to make an lmpression

and. are formal.

Golng Steadlly - This lnvolves going wlth one person more

than with anyone else, but wj-th no formal agreement.

Both are rtfreetr.

Going stead.y - The couple go out with eaeh other exeluslvely.

The general purpose of this form of d.ating is that of

29
Jaek Þelora, t¡Soclal Systens of Datlng on a

Campusrtr Marriaee. and Family Livi4fl, 25, 1963,
Colleee
þp. Bi-8t+.
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provid.ing companionship. This is a monogatnous

arrangement wlth d.a11y eontact between the couple.

The interaetfon 1s informal with a rel.atively open

display of affectlon.
Engaged to be engaged. or pinned. - Thls is an tîextremesr

form of golng stead.y! In addÍtion to the patterns

diseussed above, this form involves a d.lseussion of

marriage and. plans relative to educatlonal and

occupational goa1s.

Engagement - This type of dating is characterized, as a
preparatlon for mami.age. The lnteraction is more

conservative in that less expensive forms of enter-
tainnent are involved. and that having a rgood timet is
underplayed. somewhat.30

Summary of titerature
From the above review of literature, ít can be seen

that there are eonvergences as well as divergences in the

flndings of sociological researeh on dating. For exa.mple,

the lnitial d.lvergence betueen WalLerIs rating-dating
complex and Lolæier s edueational-personallty centered dating

has been somewhat reeoneiled by Burehinal & Good.e, who have

found. that the rating factors of vrealth, peer group member-

ship r âge r ffid religion segregate you.ng people into pools

of eliglble d.ates. Tt is within these pools that the cholce

of dating partners is based. on the norms of personalÍty-

3o
-lþ#. : Þ. 83 .
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eompanfonship.

As a result of the segregation of pools of eligibles
it was coneluded that cultural barriers were operating to
linit a large number of individuals in their selection of
dating partners. Findings rrrere presented which ind.icated

that there was a eonsi.derabre proportion of students who

d.ate seld.om or not at all. It was implied. that towriers
study of the eorrelates and consequences of inÍtial ages of
dating might provid.e further ansT¡rers to the dynamics of non-

dating as well as d.ating.

rn presenting Lowriers findirigsr it r'¡as stated. that they

were not conclusive and requireil further testlng, partieu-
lar1y where Burchi.nal disagreed. with two of lowriets findingsl
(1) that going steady ls only a pha-se through which stud.ents

pass who then revert to playing the field., espeeially Íf they

started d-ating earlier than most youth; and (Z) that late
claters who rush into stead.y dating r^rithout much prevÍ.ous

experience should be the ones to whonr youthful narriage
v¡ould appeal most highly.

Fina1ly, 1t was Roted that the clistinction between

dating and- courtship is beginning to d.isappear with easual

dating being linked. to formal engagement by means of a

continuum. rt was emphasized that the general term t'datetl

is too broad to eover all types of dating relationships and

that for different pu.rposes different conceptions of datlng
are required..



CHAPTE TTI

STATEI{ENT OF T}TE PROBI,E},I

T. PROBTEMS

It is apparent from the review of l_iterature, that
there are many problems in the aTea of d.ating. One of these

is the dívergence in findings between Burchinal and LowrÍe.l
Because of these d-ifferenees, more researeh is needed to
examine the relationship between age of initial dating and.

going steadyi and age of lnitial dating and expected. age

of marriage.

Also, beeause dating is assigned. such an important

status a:nong yoirng peopteÇ and. beeause a great deal of
emphasis is being placed on the i-mportanee of dating ln pro-

viding the indj.vidual wlth valuable soeiaLization experience

in preparation for marriage, more research is needed which

i,'rill examine sorne of the soci.ological factors related- to a

young oersonts not d.ating. A test of Lowriets generaliza-

tions regard.ing the reLati.onship between dating patterns and

eertain famllial characteristics such as fathert s occupation,

and use of a language other than English in the home might

elarify the relevance of some of these faetors.
As well, because the overwhelmlng -oroportion of studies

on dating have been carried on inside the United States,

research outsicle of the United. States is required if generallty

1
See sumnary of literature for a discussion of these

differences, p. J-5.¿ H. R. Lantz and Eloise c. synder, MarriaEe, (New york: JohnWiLey & Sons, Inc., Lg6Z) ¡ p. 67.
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of flndings is to be aecompllshed.

Flnally, as there have been eomparatlvely few major

studies in the area of d.atlng, further research is needed to

look at relationships which, untll nohr, have remalned.

relatlvely unexplored.

ÏI. HYPOTIMSES

fn an attenpt to galn further lnslght lnto factors
lnvolved 1n dating, the followlng hypotheses were formulated

and tested..

Hvootheses Concerned with .&etual DatinE

Iiypotheses 1 - 4 were intend.ed to test Lor'¡riets find-
ings for Canad.a.

(1) Aee--of -a- stud.entrs initial d.atlns is Ínverselv

rglated t_o the claFsjitatus of tþe head.o-f his

household.

Q) Aee of a studentts inltlal d.ating is inversely
related to the educational status of the head of
hls household.

(3) .A,Ee of a stud.ent,ts lnltial d.atine Is rel-ated. to_ the

use or non-use of a language other than Snglish 1n

the stud.entrs 4one._ Students Sroü fgrilles iq
whlch English is the only language spoken begin

to d,ate earller than stud.ents frou fa¡n:llies ln
whÍeh a language ot4gr _b,þan Engliqh is spo.tceq.

(l+) Aee of lnltlal datine is inverselv related to
frecuency of d.a,tÍnE.
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Hypotheses I and 6 were intend.ed. to test Ehrmants

flndlngs for Canada. Ehrnan found. that males with rural
as compared with urban oecupatlons of father began to date

at a later age and. dated less frequently. (See trüinston

Ehrman, Premarital DatinE Belavlor, p. Bl+. ).
(t) Ase of lnlt1al d.atlnE is rslated-to tlre rural-

urban continuu¡a. Stud.ents from rural area.s beej&

to d.ate at a later aee than students fron urban

areas.

(6) Freouency of d.qtlne is related to the rural-urban

eontlnuum. Stud.ents from rural area,s d.ate less

frecuently than stud.ents from r¡rban ateas.

Hypothesis I was based. on ilolllngsheadrs find.ing that
high school students tend. to d.ate students who are in the

sarre social c1ass. Hollingshead a].so found that the

najorlty of hlgh sehool students going on to college come

from the mlddle and, upper soclal classes. Therefore, it
would appear that eollege students from lower-class families
would date non-students rather than students beeause the

majorlty of fellow-student datlng partners r^rould. be in a

higher social class, thus d.lscouraglng then from d.atlng

fellow students.

(7) The deeree to whieh a Lmiversity student dates

unlversitv students rather than gthers_is d.lreetlJ
related. to the class status of .the he.ad o-iF h1s

household..

Hypotheses 8 and 9 were lntend.ed to help clear the
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divergent, findlngs of towrie and Burehinal. Iowrie for¡nd.

that stud.ents who begin dating at an early age as compared

with stud.ents who begin d.ating at a late age tend to go

stead.y earlier but then revert to playing the fle1d.. tate
daters begln going steady at a later age and tend. to keep

on going steady. Burehinal for,rrd that early daters d.o not

necessarlly revert to playing the field but are more likeJ-y

to go stead.y than late daters.

Also, Burehlnal d.isagrees wlth the impllcatlons of
Lowriers find.ings that those who begin datlng late as compared

wlth those who begin d.ating early wourd. be the ones to whom

youthful marriage wourd. appeal most hlghly. Burchinar found

that glr1s who married wtr-lle i.n hlgh school began dating
earller than a control group of glrls.

(B) Aee of lnltíal d.atlne 1s- inversely related to the

orobabllÍty of a stud.entrs currently Eoine stead.y.

9) Aee of lnitial datine anons stud.ents varies d.irectlv
wlth expected, age of marriaee.

ïIypothesfs 10 was lntended. to test in Canada the find-
ings of r.,andis that more boys 1n the lower than mlddle and

upper soe1al classes feel bloeked in dating for lack of a

Câf r

(10) The deEree to which a student feels restricted. in
his datinE for lack of naterial faetors is inverselv
related to his soclal elass baekEround.
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HvÐothesis Coneeqned $¡i!h .Ad.iustruent -in Uelieg

Hypothesis LL was intend.ed to test for Canada the

findings of Christensen that nany young people feel anxi.ous

and unhappy about their dating relationships. lt was

hypothesized that students from the lower classes would be

less adjusted in thelr dating beeause they would feel
greater frustration due to the lack of material possessions

need,ed. in order to date suecessfully.
(11) DatinE ad..iustnrent is direetlv re-laLed. to social

IIT. DEFIN]TTON OF CONCEPTS

The speeial definltions used ln thÍs report which are

important for a clear understanding of the data presented

are:

Date

Ðuring the pretest of the questionnaire, Ehrmanrs

definition of a d.ate was used., Ehrman stated that a date

means being with a person of the opposite sex on a maLe-

female basis for any appreciable length of time regard.less

of the faet that it was or was not prearranged.2 However,

as most of the students taking part in the pretest of the

present study disagreed with Ehrman, and. stated. that a date

must be prearrangedr the definítion of a date iuas changed to

3
lflnston Ehrnan, Pre4arital DB.tinE Be-havior, (New York:

Henry Holt Company, l9r9), p. ¡++.
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the fol-lowing: A d.ate means a prearuanged. meeting tr¡ith

person of the opposite sex (to go on a d"ate).

Tvnes of DatinE

With three modifieati.ons, Delorar s typology of datlng

Fírst, the

eategory of not dating was aC-ded- so as to inelud.e those

students who v¡ere not dating at the tine of the stud-y.

Seeond.ly, Deloral s eategory of ftcasual datingtt r¡ras changed to
rrplaying the fieldrras this expression was founcl to be a more

common term among the students in this study. Thirdly, the

eategories of pÍnned ar,rd going steady were coinbined.. This

was done during the pretest of the questionnaire when it was

found that several- of the students felt that there was very

Little, if a-fly ¡ d-if f erence between going steady and being

pinned.

ïIniversitv Stud.ents

University stud.ents are fuIl or part-time students

attending the University of Manitoba or one of Íts affiliated
eollegesr or grad.uates of these lnstitutj-ons.

d.lseussed- earlierJ was adapted for this study.

IP
See review of literature, p. 1:6.
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METITODOTOGICAL PROCEÐURES

Thls chapter w111 d.eal. i,¡ith the methods and procedures

used. in eollecting and. analyzing the data of thls study.

0uestionnaire

The d.ata vrere obtained by means of a questÍ.onnalre

which was constructed. 1n such a manner that the d.ata eould.

be easily transferred to IBM card.s. The two-part question-

naire was prepared d.uring the month of Mareh, 1966. Part A

eonslsted. of questions related to general baekground.

eharaeteristlcs and. asked for sueh informatlon as! age,

rellgion, plaee of origin, ete. Part B eonsisted of questions

related to dating charaeterlstics and. requested. such Ínfor-
nation as¡ age of initlal dating, eurrent dating typer

frequency of d.atlng, ete. (tfre complete schedule can be

for.md in Append.ix A).

Pre-test of Suestlonnaire

The first draft of the questionnalre was pretested. on

18 volunteers enrolled in one sectlon of an introd.uetory

soclology elass. SeveraL of the stud.ents in this group mad.e

invaluable suggestions about the eontent of the tentative

sehedule. A nr¡¡ober of ehanges, such as the change in the

deflnition of a date, dÍseussed earlier, were made as a result
of the pretest.
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Admi.nistration of Questionnalre

The questionnaires Í¡ere administered. in regular cl-ass

periods to students taklng soci.ology courses. The instructor
of each class, before lntrod.ucing the researcher, enphasized

the seriousness of the study and. requested the cooperation

of the students. The researcher, ín brlefly explaining the

purpose of the study, attenpted to lmpress on the students

that their responses would aid in flndlng, in a seientific
nanner, some of the factors associated with d.ating. fn
obtaining the voluntary, anon¡nnous responses, oral dlrectlons
vrere pointed toward. arouslng the interest of the students.

Students h¡ere informed that only the questlonnaires of
single canadian stud.ents between the ages of 18 and 22 would.

be used in the analysis of results. Those stud.ents who fell
outslde of these criteria were permitted to complete the

schedule if they wished., but were requested to write tËineliglbleÉr

on thelr schedules.

Discarding of Suestionnaíreg

After the questlonnaires had. been returned., they were

examlned for completeness. Four questionnaires i^¡hieh r¡rere

too inconplete to be used, as well- as those which were

roarked. 1nel1gible, were put aside and were not used in the

analysls of results. For the most part, student responses

on the schedules were futly complete and indicated. a serious

attitude on the part of the student,s toward the study.
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Sa¡rple

Á.s the study was coneerned. with dating anong single

Canad.ian students, those students v¡ho were married or who

were not Canadian citizens, were not includ.ed. in the ssmple.

Also, in ord.er to control for the factor of âger the sample

uas J-inited to students between the ages of 18 and 22.

The sample was selected largely on a basis of aecess-

ibility and. convenience, As the questloruralre was not ready

for use wrtil nea-r the end. of the school yearr in March,

tlne ¡ras not ava11able to attempt the selectlon of students

on a random basis. consequently, Ít was d.ecid.ed to administer

sehed.ules only to stud.ents in sociology classes as these were

the ones who were rnoË aeeessj.ble. This proced.ure resulted.

in obtaining usable questionna.ires from 24p females and 98

males.

In being d.rawn from students ln socloJ-ogy classes, lt
should be noted that the data come frorn a selected. fraction
of the university population and may not be representative

of the enti.re student bod.y. Whtle this group:1s referred to
in thls report as a sarnple, in the strlct sense of the word,,

1t 1s not a sanple in that Ít does not involve a random

proeedure. Therefore, atly generalization of these findings
to the entire stud.ent body is not warranted.

Data Processine

After all of the questionnaires had been eollected.,
they were each glven an identifying nirmber and grouped
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according to sex. Then the responses to the open-ended.

questions were classified under several headÍ-ngs, such as

attitudes toward dating bureau, going steady, etc. (See

chapter VIII). Next, the responses to the closed.-ended.

o,uestlons lrere coded. nu¡rerleally and transferred to BO

column data sheets. Cod.ing operatlons were performed with

the assista¡rce of an undergraduate sociology stud.ent. Key

punch operators at the Unlversity of Manitobar s tomputer

Centre transferred. the data from the data sheets onto IBM

eards. The eards r^¡ere eheeked. to see if they had been punched

eorrectly. A graduate student in physies prepared. a prograln

Ín Fortran language whleh r¡ras also punched. onto IBi{ cards by

Computer Gentre staff. Directed by this prograin, ì+0 cross-

tabulations were performed on the data, for males and females

separately, by the Centrer s IBM computer. The calculation
for internal consistency wlthin the dating adjustment scale

was also performed by the computer after a second prograe

had. been prepared. by the sane physies student. Statistlcal
calculations T¡Iere performed with the use of a d.esk calculator.
After the data had been analyzed, a check for confounding

variables was made. The sorting for this operatlon was d"one

on the Computing @entrers IBM sorter.

Sïatistical TectBlques

All of the frequency distrlbutions and. cross-tabulations

obtained 1n this stud.y were pereentaged. in order to facili-
tate the comparison of class intervals.

The Chi Square test was used to d.etermine the statistical
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significance of difference between measures. The .O5 leve1

of signif icance was used. In other word s, if a d.if f ereÌLee

was so great that the probability of its oeeurrence by chance

\Àras f pereent or less, the eonelusion $Ias that a significant

d.ifferenee existed.. The Chi Square value was caleulated

from the aetual frequencles, not from the percentages whieh

!¡ere given in the tables. Sometimes it lías necessary to

comblne two or more sets of eells in the caleulation of Chi

Square if the frequencÍes in the ce1ls were too small.

After the initial analysis had been completed., it was

found. that a ferr¡ of the variables were interrelated.. Yulers

Q was used. to d-etermine whether or not certain relationships

were being influeneed by other variables. In ord.er to

aecomplish this ) eross-tabulations uere analyzed while hold-

ing constant the effect of a third interrelated. variabl-e.

Yulers Q was used because 1t was easy to apply and because

many of the cell frequeneies were too snall to use Chi Square.

.A,lthough Yulers Q ls different fron Chi Square in that it
is a measu.re of associatlon and not a test of signÍficancei

nevertheless, 1t proved to be of value 1n the seareh for
confound.ing variables.

Measurement of the Variables

't
. * The occrt-

patÍon of the head. of the studentr s household was ranked
al

according to the Blishen Oeeupational Class Sca1e. ¿ In this

I
0ccupational

referred. to as
class
social

of head of household is at tines
class baekþround of stud.ent.



3o

scale, 343 Canad.ian occupations were rar¡ked. ancl grouped. into
seven classes accord,ing to conbined standard. seores for lneome

and years of schooling. Data \Ârere based. on the 1p5L Canad.a

Census.

For purposes of analysis in thls study, the following

classes were combined.: 1and.2, 3 and 4, 6 a¡rd 7. C1ass

5 was not combined with any of the other classes as it
contained the largest proportion of persons. Students who

listed the oecupation of the head. of their household as

housewlfe or as retired. were plaeed 1n a separate eategory
(class 8) and. were not Íncluded. 1n the analysis of findÍrgso

Datine Ad,iustment. Dating adjustment was measured

by means of a datlng adjustnrent sca1e. This seale consisted

of 3 items representing attltudes associated with dating

adJustnrent. The items lnelud.ed in thls scale were¡

(1) Times stud,ent feels that he 1s a fallure at d.ating.

(2) Times student feels ill at ease in d.ating.
(3) Stud.entrs satisfaetion r,¡ith dating.3

Bernard. R. Blishen. rrThe tonstruetlon and. Use of an
Occupatlonal Class Sóalerrt in Canadian Society¡ Socioloelca]-
Perspectj.ves, -ed. Bernard. R. Blishen et al., (Toronto¡
MãcM-fTIan, ú 6r) .
3

See questionnaire #24, #25t arñ. #26 (Appendix A). It should
be noted that the degree to which an i.ndividual conslders
hlnself to be a fallrrre in d.ating, or i1I at easer or dis-
satisfied in his d.ating experience r,,r111 be affected by the
individ.ual or indivÍduals whors he is currently d.ating.
Nevertheless, it 1s convenient for purposes of this studyto overlook these distinctions, and. to assume than an
lndivlduals charaeterlstics w111 be lndependent of his
curuent dating relatj.ons.
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rtems 1 and 2 lncluded five ehoiees ranging from always to
never, while itern J includ.ed. four ehoiees ranging from very
satísfled to very d-issatisfied. rn addition, eaeh item

ineluded a category of not dating. (students who chose

this eategory rn¡ere not includ.ed in the analysis of d-ating

adjustment). Each possible response was given a number

ranging from 1 - 5 for j_tems 1 and 2, and l_ - L+ for iten
3. The focus of interest was not in the responses to the
separate items, but 1n the total score that resulted for
each Índ-ivid-ual"from the eombination of his responses to the

variotib.'items.

The relevanee of eaeh iten in the sear-e was tested by

eorrerating for every individual in the sarnple [iq score on

eaeh item with his totar scale seore. The coefficient of
eorrelation, r'rt' t of each of the three items with the seale

score was¡

Item 1¡ .82

Item 2¡ .84

Itera Jl .76

As shown by their hish correlations with the scale score. all
the items were judged to be relevant to the scale.

Accord.ing to their total seale scores, ind.ividuars were

classified asr r,¡e1l adjusted (3-6'), moderately adjusted.
(7-10) and" poorly adjusted (ff-fh). As very few students

were ín the poorly ad.justed group, they were combined for
purposes of analysis with the mod.erately adjusted group.

Freouencv of Dat-inE. Frequency of cj.ating rdas found. by

asking students to lndicate the average number of dates they
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had per week or per month durlng the school year. Stud.ents

who dated. less than once a week were eategorized as low

frequency daters, whÍle those r+ho dated I or more times a

week were classed. as high frequency daters. Those who

dated. once or twice a week were classed as med.lrr¡q frequency

daters in most analyses; although, in sone they were combined.

wlth those dating 3 or more tlmes a week and both were

ealled htgh frequeney daters.

Number of Persons Dated. the nu¡rber of persons dated

was fotrnd by asklng students the nrlaber of persons they had

dated d.urlng the school year. Accord,ing to the nr:mber of
persons they had. d.ated, stud.ents were placed. into the

following eategories¡ low (1-3), mediun (4-61, ffid h:igh

(7 or more).

Material Factors. Stud.ents were asked. to lndicate
the times lack of money or access to a car interfered with
dating. .as so few students felt they were often affeeted.,

only two categori-es (never or seldom) and. (sometimes or

often) T{rere used, to indicate the tlmes lack of uoaterial
faetors lnterfered with d.atlng.

Rural-Urban. In analyses dealing with ri.lral-urban
originr students from winnipeg and those from a elty havlng

a population greater than 1rO00 !¡ere eomblned into the

eategory of urban, wLr.ile those from small towns or farms

were combined. into the category of rural.



CHAPTER V

CHARACTERISTTCS OF TIIE

The general and dating eharacteristlcs of the females
and nares in this sa"mple are presented in the tables of
this chapter in percentages.

I. GENEBAI CHARACTERTSTICS

The followlng are ineluded in the d.lscussion of generar

eharacteristicsî sex, agêr faculty, year, antlcipated
education, religion, soclal and. educational status of head.

of studentrs household, place of orfgln, present plaee of
residenee, use of language Ín ad.ditlon to English in the
studentr s home, and. fraternity-sororlty menbership.

Sex

The sanpre consisted. of 249 females and, 98 nales. The

preponderance of fernales ean be explalned. by the fact that
only students taking soelology courses r/ere included in the
sa:npJ.e. As there 1s a greater tend.eney on the part of
fenrales than of males to take soelology eourses, an excess
of females over males was obtalned..

ITÊe

rn ord.er to eontrol for the faetor of age ln this stud.y,
the sa:nple was linited to stud.ents between the ages of 1g

and. 22. Table r shows that, 1n general, the nales in the
sarnple r{ere old.er than the females. The mean age for males
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was 19.9 whlle that for females was Lg.Z.

TAtsT¡E I

.AGE BY SEX

Males
%

Females
/,age

18

L9

20

2t

22

20

39

2L

11

1

$
L9

3t+

24

8

NT 2+g 98

Faeultv

Three-for¡rths of the stud.entsr âs shor¿n in Table rr,
r'rere 1n the Faculty of arts. Thls is not unusual conslderlng
the sa.nple r+as Ilnlted. to stud.ents taklng sociology courses.

About one-fifth of the fenales lrere in Home Economrcs. The

remaind,er of the males Ìrere nalnly Í.n Selence, Agrlculture,
and. Commerce.

Year 1g Faeultv

Table rrr shows that approxinately one-haIf of the
students were in the first year of thelr faculty. 0n1y 12

percent of the females and 18 percent of the nales were in
their third year. The fact that the majority of stud.ents
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lrere ln
beeause

stud.ents

thelr junlor years of university ls lrnportant

these students tend to nplay the field.tt nore than

1n thelr senior y"r"r.I

143Ï.8 II

FACULTY REPRESE}JTATION BY SEX

s
Faeulty

Arts

Selenee

Home Economícs

Commerce

Agrlculture

0ther

75

1

T9

0

0

5

?6

10

o

6

2

3

248 98

Antic lpated. Education

Table IV shows that males expeeted. to reach a higher

edueatlsnal level than females - an indlcatlon of the

greater pressure on ma].es tha¡r on females to succeed. and to
become the naln provider of the fa^niIy. Nearly one-half

of the females expeeted. to complete their educatj.on at
the baehelorr s level eompared. wlth one-fourth of the males.

See review of llterature p. J-5.

I\I
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the d.octoral0n1y 2 percent

level compared

of the females expected. to reach

wÍth IJ percent of the males.

T.ABLE IIT

YEAR TN FACUT,TY BY SE,l

Year
Females

16

Males
61
10

First
Second.

Third

Fourth

\4
t+:

L2

1

It
3o

18

I

249 98

T.ABtrE TV

ANTTCTPATED EDUCATTON BY SET

Antlcipated. Fenales MalesEducatlon f' %

Some Unlverslty

Bachelort s

Master I s

Doctoral

Frofesslonal-

ïIndecid.ed

2

4¡

2t

2

16

t6

0

23.,

26

13

1l+

23,-5

249 98
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Relieion

Table V shotors that slightly more than one-half of the

students were Protestant while about one-fourth were Jer¡ish.

Fifteen and B percent of the females and, mal-es 
"espectively

were Catholic. The faet that the percentage of Cat,holies in
this sample is less than the percentage of Catholics in the

Provinee of ì4anftobaz might be accounted for by the fact
that there are two colleges in trùinnipegi St. Paulr s and St.

Boniface, which draw large numbers of Catholic students.

T.ABT,E V

RELTGION BY SEX

Religi-on
Females

¿í
/o

Males
rl
/o

Protestant

Catholie

Jewish

0ther

None

6o

a5

2L

¿

2

52

R

29

2

9

2LrB 98

$ocial Class of Studentr s Head. of Household

As d"iscussed in the chapter on methodology, social cla.ss

2
Accorcling to the 796I Canadian Census Reports, about 20

pereent of the population of lvlanitoba is 0atholic. See
Canada Censusz 1961. 'tReligious Ðenominationsrtt Series L.2)
@ts-Printer, t76¡), p. 42.
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!,/as d.etermlned. by applying Bllshenr s scale to the occupation

of the head of the studentts household.3 lable vr shows

that the soclal class backgror:nd of the fenales was

slightly higher than that of the males. 0ne-third of the

femares were from classes I ar¡d 2 conpared wlth one-fourth
of the nales. Elght percent of the females and 12 percent

of the maLes were from elasses 6 and Z. The sa.mple lnd.lcates
that there is a greater proportlon of rnales 1n the lower

elasses than of females attendlng unlverslty.

T.ABI,E VI

SOOT.AT. CI,ASS BAOKGROUND BY SEX

I
2

3

+

5

6

7

10

24

10

tg
28

6

2

+

22

1+

27

2L

7

5

z4z 9B

3

seven female students who listed the occupatlon ofthe head sf thelr household. as retired or- housewifeare not lncluded 1n this table.

See methodology seetlon p. 29.
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Educatlonal Attair,ment of Stud.entrs Head. of Household.

.å,s "shown in Table VII, approxlmately one-haIf of the

stud.ents reported, that the ed.ucational attafu¡nent of the head

of thelr household r^¡as less than senlor matrieulatlon.
Eleven pereent replied graduate or professlonal. some rein-
forcenent for what was for¡nd. wlth regard. to dffferences in
soeÍar class background. betl¡een the sexes shows itself 1n

a eomparison of the ed.ucationaL attain¡nent of head of house-

hold. for feraares and maJes. More males (30 percent) than

fe¡nales (20 percent) eame from homes rqhere the head of the

household had only elenentary school ed.ucatlon.

T.ABI,E VIT

EDÏ]CATTON OF STIIÐENT I S ffiÁD OF HOÜSE1OLD
BY SÐT

atlon of
Head. of Household

1 - I Elennentary

1-3HlghSchoo1
Senior Matrieulatlon

Some UnLverslty

Complete Universlty

Grad.uate or Frofesslonal

20

29

26

I
5

11

3o

23

20

$
1

11

98N 247
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Rural-U¡ban Or-iltirl

Table VIII shor^¡s that two-thirds of the feurales and

one-half of the males came from lrünnipeg. 0n1y 16 and.

28 percent of the females and. males respectively were from

rural gre¿is$ Thus the sample was largely urban in nature.

tTl t\DTE! TrTTT
J. JìL!!II.:J V J- I ¿

URBAN-RURAL ORTGIN BY SEX

0rigin
Females

%

l{ales
t,

lfinnipeg

Other City

Town

Farm

6t+

20

6

10

+B

24

13

Its\

243 9B

Present Resi.dence

Table IX shows that only L7 percent of the stud-ents

lived on cpmpus at the tine of the study. The majorÍty,
living off eampus, were rnostly staying with their parents.

The fact that most of the students were living with their
parents is imporiant because it is expected that there

would be more parental supervision of d.ating and. thus

parental norxûs would be more influ-ential if stud.ents were

llving a.t than alray from home. The faet that ¡nost students
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were llving off-sampus 1s also lnportant beeause it is an

lndleatlon that nost stud.ents in thf s sample r,¡ere not

restrlcted. in thelr dating cholees to other stud.ents but had

aceess to the wider dating pool 1n lrlinnipeg.

IABT.E TX

PRESENT RESIDENCE BY SEX

MaIe
67
/o

Present
Besldenee

Female
f"

0n_0ampus

0ff-Caspus
t'Ilth Paients

t7 T7

5e

24

73

10
0ff-Ca"npus
Not Ïrlith Parents

2l+8 98

ïlse of EanEuaee In Ad.ditlon to EneLlsh

Table X shows that a language tn ad.dttlon to Errytr1sh

l¡as spoken ln the hones of 28 percent of the fenales and 36

pereent of the males. These pereentages are not surprlsing
consld.ertng the nultipllcity of ethnic groups lR Canada.

Sororltv-Fr at ernitv Member shin

As shown ln Table )il only J.2., percent of the females

and 1l pereent of the nal-es belonged to sororities or

fraternlties. That eomparatlvely so few stud-ents in thls
sanple belong to sororlties or fraternitles is an lnd.lcat1on

N



TABI.,E X

ÏISE OF OTHER I,ANGU'AGE TI{
STTIDENT I S TIOME BY SB¡C

ïIse of Other Femalel--- ----Males
&anguage

Yes

No

28

72

36

64

97

T.A3IE XI

FRATERNITY-SORORITY MEMBERSHTP BY SEX

Fraternlty
or Sorority
Menber

Fe esnal
r¿

Males
%

Yes

$o

L2.5

87.5

t5
85

97
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of the lack of lnterest most stud,ents in this sarnple have in
these organizatlons.

ÏI. SÏiIq}4ARY OF GEIVERAT CTT.åRACTERTSTICS
OF TTM SAMP&E

The follor,¡ing 1s a sunmary of the general eharacter-
istlcs of the sample d.iscussed, above:

1. There ÌÍere 24p females and 98 males in the sa.mple.

2. The mean ages for females and males were lg,¿Z and 1p.g
respeetlvely.

3. three-fourths of the stud.ents were fn the Faculty of
Arts.

l+. About one-half of the stud.ents were in the first year

of their faculty.

,. Males expected. to attaln a hfgher ed,ucatlonal Ievel than
dld fenales.

6. About one-half of the students hrere protestant and

about one-quarter v¡ere Jewlsh.

7. More fenales tha:r males were from the upper soeial and

educatlonal class€s¡

8. Most of the students rlere from ræban areas and. most were

J.lvlng off-easrpus with thelr parents.

9. About one-quarter of the females arid. one-thlrd of the
mares eanre from hones in whfeh a language 1n add.ition to
&lgllsh ruas spoken.

10. ûnly ]'2.l percent of the femaLes and 15 pereent of the
nales belonged to sororitles or fraternitieso
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ITT. DATTNG CHARACTERTSTTCS

The following topics are presented in the discussi.on of

d-ating characteristics: age of Ínitial dating, current

dating type, frequency of d.ating, number of dating partners,

dating of students and non-stud.ents, times laek of material

faetors interfered with dating, nore initiative for girls in
the making of dates, clating bureau, expected, age of marriågêr

and da-ting ad"justment.

Åee of ïnitial Datins

As shown in Table Xïï, nearly all- of the students were

dating before the age of seventeen, with females beginning

to date at younger ages than males. Forty-one percent of
the females and 31 percent of the males began dating before

the age of J-5. 0n1y 7 and 19 percent of the females and

males respectively started to date at the age of 17 oy later.
The data support other researchers who have found girls

beginning to clate at earlier ages than boys. In a study by

W. M. Smith, 6/ pereent of the females and 31 percent of the

ruales reported d-ating before the age of 15.4 Similar1y, in
Ehrmanfs sample, approximately three-fourths of the girls and.

two-third.s of the boys began dating before they hrere L5

years oJ.d..5 Also, Hollingshead., in his study of ad.olescents

'f

lf. M. Smith Sr., tERating and Datingl A Restudyrtr MarriaEe
and Fa.inilv LivinEi 14, L952, p. 3L2.-_-
2

lfinston Ehrmano Premarital DatinE Behavigur (mew York¡
Henry Holt Compaáy
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of hlgh school age found that 1! percent of the males and. 20

pereent of the females were datÍ.ng before the age of 1tr.6

It should be noted in discussing initial ages of dating,

that dating during the early teens díffers qualitat,ively

from dating in the middle and later teens, Early teen dating

usually consists more of grou.p activities than of paired.

activiti.r.T

TABIE XTT

AGE OF TNTTT.AL DATTTIG BY SEX

i,Ee of Female Male--Õ'Initiãl Dating f, %

-t1+ ano under

$-t6
17 and 0ver

{l

<ô

tg

41

52

7

246 9+

Gurrent ÐatinE Type

Table XIII shows that 12 percent of the fema-les and 16

pereent of the males were not dating at the tine of the

6
August B. Iïollingshead., Elmtownt s Youth (New York¡ John

Irrilei & sons, rnc.l lg4gt,W
7

David Gottlieb and Charles Ramsey. The .Ameriean Adolescent
(Ilouewood-, Illinois: Ðorsey Pressr- i9
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stud.y.B S11ghtly more than one-haIf of the stud.ents were

playlng the f1eld or golng stead.ily. Thlrty-one percent of
the femares and 2J percent of the males were going steady

or pinned. 0n1y 7 petcent of the females and one pereent

of the males l{ere engaged..

This d.tstrlbutlon is comparable with that fou¡¡d. in a

study by cavan. seven pereent said they were not datlng at
the tlnoe of the study; i6 pereent were playlng the fleld;
2J percent ruere going stead.y, and 10 percent were plnned or
engaged..9

ÎA3I,E XITI

CURRENT DATTNG TYPE BY SEX

Current Females -------frãfel
Dating Tfpe f" %

Not, Datlng

PLaying Field
Golng Steadily

Steady or PÍrrred.

Engaged

12

26

27

31
l,-r

t6

30

28

2l
1

E

- arthough these stud.ents T¡rere errrrentily not dating, this
does not mean that t4*y gere all non-d.aters as some riray havedated in the past. Non-d.aters are students who d.onrt ëIateat all.
9

in Collegêrtt_in MarqlaEe and.
,.. Ed.., Ruth GavaÍrr (New Yoik:
5) , p, 121+.

Ruth Shonle Cavan, sDating



+7

DatinE Frequencv

Table XfV shows that during the school year the femal-es

d.ated nore freo,uently than did the males. Four percent of

the females and. 6 percent of the mal-es sald they never dated.

Thirty-one and 44 pereent of the females and males respectively '.

Ìrere dating less than once a week. 0n1y 14 and B percent

of the females and males respeetively \,\rere dating 3 or more

times a week. The rnod.al frequency \,rras one or two times a

week. (51 and tr4 percent of the women and men respeetively).

TABLE XIV

DATING FREQTTENCY DURING SCHOOL W¿A
BY SEX

Dating
Freo,uency

Females Males%%
Never Ðate

Once a Morlth' or less

2-3TlnesaMonth
1 2Timesahleek

3 or InJore Times a
Week

T9

25

4z

i_1

20

5t

1+

9B

That females in this sample tended to d.ate m.ore

frequently than maLes is consistent wlth the find.ings of

lü. M. Smíth. Tin¡elve percent of the males and I percent of

2+9
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the females in that study reported. that they never dated.

Tluenty-four and 1l+ percent of the males and. females respectively

reported they dated. once or trn¡1ee a month. As in this stud-y,

the frequency of dating mentioned. most often was onee a week.lO

Sinilarly, in Cavanr s study, the most common frequency

of datingl'üas once or twice a week (46 pereent of the men and.

37 percent of the women. ) However, contrary to the find.ings

of this stud.y, more wo¿nen (23 percent) than men (17 pereent)

dated less than once a nonth or had not dated at all in
eollege.11

.å,ceording to Kirpatrlck and Caplow, there is evj.denee

fronr various stud.ies that about one-third of college stud.ents

are relatively isolated from social a.ctivÍties. A substantÍal

nr-r¡rber of stuclents, dull, poo", foreed to earn their hrâIr

suffering personality handícaps, of lower social status,

and. excl-uded from fraternal organizations are excluded from
,ila*l ^^ 12
\-r. cL (J -L¿ I È; .

Several students 1n this study gave reasons as to why

they didnrt date more often. The one mentioned. most

frequently was that time vras needed for stud.y. Other reasons

given werei personality limitations sueh as shyness, parentsr

10
Smlth, 9!r__eå!. : p. 313.

11
Cavan, g.Þ.GL.: '0. L27.

12
C. Kirpatrick and. T. Caplow, ßlGourtship in a Group of

Minnesota- Stud.entsrt' .Ameriöan ÍournaL. of Boeiol-oeU, 5:-",
1945, pr I24.



4g

not approving of person dated, rellglous end.ogary, and lack
of money.

Nunber of Pers.ons Dated.

Table x\I shows that d.uring the school year most of the
stud.ents had. only a few d.ating partners. Four and. Z percent

of the fe¡nales and, males respectively had, no datlng partners
and. about one-half had only one ol two to three partners.
One-quarter had d.ated. 4 to 6 persons. Twenty-four and. 19

percent of the females and noares respeetively had d.ated, T

or more pe3sons.

TABI,E )NT

NUMBER 03' DATING P.ARTNERS ÐLIRTNG SgHOOf, reÁ,R
BY SE]T

Number of
Datlng Fartners

Fernales Malesf, f6

None

1

2-3

4-6

7-LO

11 or More

4

2,

23

24

10

1)+

7

18

30

26

6

13

98N 247
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Ðatlne of Students end. Non-Students

Table )äVI shows that alnost üwlce as many females

(6tr percent) as males (38 percent) dated only or mostly

unlverslty students. One-quarter of the females and. a third.
of the males dated both students and. non-stud.ents. Eleven

pereent of the fenales and 28 pereent of the males d.ated.

only or mostly non-students.

T.å,BLE )CVT

IÏNI\TERSITY STATT]S O¡- STI]DEIfTSI ÐATTNG PARTI\IERS
BY SEX OF STIIDENT

Persons Females -Mafãs
Dated % %

0n1y or Mostly
Unlversfty

Both llniversity
and Non-IIn:lverslty

0n1y or Mostly
Non-University

64

2l

3B

3t+

2811

N 239 92
* Table lnclud.es only those who have dated. d.uring the

school year..

lhe d.ata are consistent with the flndings of Ehrman

who reported that most of the gÍrls in his study dated wlthln
the collegiate populatlon whereas most sf the nales dated

outsid.e of the 
"*oor.13

13
Ehrmano op. c&t., p. 76L.



Times- Lack of Mater'Îal Factors rnterfqed wÍ.th Dating

Tabre xlrur shows that most of the stud.ents, partleularly

5t

Two reasons nay accor¡nt for th:is difference between

nales and fenales. One 1s that more males than females come

to unlversity. Thus the r.¡nbalanced sex ratio may eneourage

more nnales than females to search for d.ates sff-sampusr

seeondlyr âs a greater proportlon of males ühan of females

come from the lower social elasses (Table VI, page Jg)
and. as males prefer to d.ate someone of thelr srr¡n social

I I'classr*- it worrld be expeeted. that rnore males than females

would date only or mostly non-university stud.ents.

females, reported. that laek of money ot "rrl5 were seld.om

or never faetors i.n red.ucing the number of thelr d.ates. tess
than I pereent of the fenales reported. that lack of money

or ear had lnterGered. with their dating while one-quarter of
the nales reported that lack of money had interfered. wlth
dating and a larger number, one-third., reported. that lack
of ear had. interfered. with d.ating.

The differeneer between the sexes wlth regard to
material factors is consistent wlth a study by rdillians in
whlch one-half of the boys but only 10 percent of the girrs
worrled about havlng money or a car for d.atlng.I6 similarly,

1+
_ - Holllngshead, 9&-Si!. r p. 228.
$

rt should be noted. that stud.ents were not asked. if theylqcked a ear but were asked if they lacked access to a car.
T6

Melvin J. hlilllanrsr ffPersonal and. Family probleros of Htghschool Youth and theii Bearing upon Family Edueatlo" mé"¿ã]riSoela Forces, 27, 1949¡ p. 280.'
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TABÏ,8 )TVTI

TTMES IÂCK OF }4Á.1ERT.å,L FACTORS
TNTERFERED þíITH DATING BY SEX

taek of Materlal Factors
Times

Interfered Mogey Carùrlth % r,DatingFMFM

Seld.ou or
Never 9B 73 96.6 6f
Sometínes !.6 21 3 1?

Often .l+ 6 .h ß

N 2+9 98 248 98

Kirpatrlck, 1n asking Minnesota stud,ents reasons for
inadequacy of opportunities to nneet members of the opposlte

sex, found that 61 percent of the males but only 12 percent

of the feuales na"med. laek of money as " """ror..17 Burgess

and Wallln concluded from their study that often snot to own

a car definitely lowers a nanr s prestlge wlth a gir1.*18

This ls a clear lndlcatlon of the responsibility placed upon

the male to furnlsh the transtrlortation and to pay for the

elcpenses involved. 1n d.at1ng.

t7
tlífford_Kirpatrick, The Fan1lv (New York¡ Ronald Press,

t255) ¡ p. 266.
1E

Ernest W. Brrgess-and Paul l,Iall1n, Eneaeemqnt and MaqriaEe
(Chicago¡ J. B. ñippineot Company, L95fi p;-64;----
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fn this study, one of the criticisms of contenporary

datlng made by the nales was that females expected. too much

in the way of materj.al faetors. Several males expressed.

cornrnents such as¡

A guy has to have a big car a¡rd, lots of moneyto suceeed. tod.ay + to make most girls happy on a
d.ate.

A minorlty of females agreed. wlth the ssmments of the

males on the necessity of the male having to provid.e
ûtad.equatets material factors ln d.ating. One fenale stated

that¡
Ihe boy must have a ear and. an lnteresting

plaee to Bo.

I{owever, the majorlty of females

were over-estlmatj.ng the inportance of
d.at1ng. A typlcal comrnent among these

The boy should not feel
a car and. money or put on a
the girl.

stated. that the males

naterial faetors 1n

fernales was¡

that he has to have
blg show to inpress

Nevertheless, although nany females stated. that money

and. a ear were not essential for datlng, only a sna1l nr.¡mber

sirggested the alternative of sharing erpenses with the nale

by trdutch-d.atingF.

Girls HavinE More InÍtiatÍve 1n the Makine of Ðat_es

Table lcvrrr shows that twlce as many males (54 percent)

as females (22 percent) felt that girls should be permitted.

rnore lnltlatlve 1n the naking of dates. 0n the other hand.,

twice as rna.ny females (62 percent) as nales (31 percent)

felt that glrls should. not be pernltted. more initiatÍve ln
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the making of d.ates.

TA3ÈE ]ilTIII

ATTITIJDE OF S.å,I{PT.E TOTüARD PERMTTTING GIRLS
$ORE TNITTATIVE TN MAKTNG OF ÐATES

Attitude Torsard.
More fnitiative
for Glrls in Females Males
Maklng Dates % f6

In Favour

Not 1n Favour

Undecided

*

31

L5

22

62

T6

248 97

lhe data are consistent with that of a study by

chrlstensen in whlch he reported. that nearly one-half of
the males thought it would. be a good. thing for girls to feel
as free as boys 1n aski.ng for d.ates, whlle only slightly more

than a for¡rth of the fenales thought sor christensen
coneluded. from this that large n¡¡nbers of each sex were

uneasy about approaehing menbers of the other sex and would.

welcome more lnitlative from them.l9

Several students in this study sernmented on the question

of more initiative for females. One female was in favour

T9

N

Harold. T. Chri.s-r,ensen. tlDa

Itlgþ Schoo_! .stud.ents r,, Aú9X-L9
Behavior¡r as Evaluated by

na1 of Soeloloev , 57,L952¡ po 58r.
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of this beeause she belleved.:

Men have alL of the ad.vantages in choosing
a d.ate, breaking upr æd findÍng new girls to
take out.

Another stated. that girls had to take tnore initiative
1n order to get any d.ates at all.

One male, 1n favour of fenales havlng more initiative,
stated that a male often would. not ask for a d.ate because he

would. worry about belng refused. A more consè:rvatlve male

felt that females should be permltted more i.nitiative¡
. . . only to some d.egree and when certaln situations
warrant it.

Datlne Bureau

As shot¡m ln Table HX, about one-half of the sample

l'¡ere in favoi¡r of settlng up a dating bureau using computer

faclllties to match partners ratlonally on a volunteer

basis. Thlrty-two and l+e percent of the females and males

respeetlvely uere not in favour and the rest were un-

d.ecld.ed.

BABtrE XÏX

AÎTTTUDE BY ffiN TOTfARD EST.A,BËTSHING
A ÐATTNG BI]REAU ON CA¡4PUS

Attltude Toward
Establlshing Datlng Females Males
Bureau on Campus - f6 %

ïn Favour

Not in Favour

Undecided

L¡-8

4z

10

48

32

20

T\I
IT 249 98
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Although about one-half of the stud.ents were in favour

of a dating bureau, Table þ( shows that only about one-

quarter of the stud.ents (22 pereent of the fenales and 28

percent of the males) said they l¡ould. use it. More than

one-half (57 ana 54 percent of the fenales and. males

respeetively) said they would not and. the rest were un-

declded.

T.A3I,E ]O(

.ûTTITÏ]ÐE BY SET( TO}ÍARD PROBABI,E
USE OF D¡.TING BÜREAU

Attltude Toward
Use of Datlng

Bureau
Females

rÁ

Males
r,

ïfould Use

t¡Iould Not
üse

Undecided

22 28

54

18

57

2t

9B

The data are consistent ulth l{lrpatrick and Oaplowr s

study of a group of stud.ents at the University of Minnesota

rnrhere although J,l pereent of the nen anA 4O Bercent of the

wonen said that opportunities for meeting the opposite sex

were lnadequate, 80 percent of the men and 8h pereent of the

hroaen sald they would not patronlze a college dating bureau.

Klrpatrlck and Claplow lnterpreted. thls find.lng as an

249
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lndlcation that desptte the inadequacy of the datlng system,
stud.ents prefer an indi.viduallstic nethod of introd.uetion
to a fornallzed orr".20

those students, ln this stud.y, who were i.n favour of a

dating bureau stated. that it would be partlcularly advan_

tageous for shy persons a¡rd. for those from out of town who

d'onrt know very many peopre. Others felt ress serlous about
lt and. said they would use a dating bureau for Efirrrr or out
of curioslty, ßrto see what happensrr. Those opposed. to
using a datlng bureau said that it was too nechanleal and.

wrnatural.

Frorn the above, it would appear doubtful whether
formau.zed lntroductlon services, such as a d,atlng bureau
providesr would f1nd. much aceeptanee anong the najorfty of
stud.ents as there is an artificiality about thenr whieh ls
di-stasteful to most. Neverthelessr âs there are a ni¡mber

of students who date seld.om or not at all, a dating bureau
1s one means of providlng greater opportunitÍes of dating
for this groupr md experiments with datlng br.rreaus are
necessar]¡ in order to find out rrnd.er what cond,itions they
firnction suecessfurly. yet, a datlng bureau which arranges
d.ates 1s by itself not the only answer for there are many

reasons why people d.ontt d.ate other than a lack of oppor-
tunlty to d.o so. some of these, such as physical r:nattrac-
tlveness, emotlonal lnnaturlty, and psychological instabillty

KÍrpatriek and Gaplow, oJr. eit., p, 12t+.
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are extremel-y difficult to correct and. nay require lntensive

treatment which a datlng bureau, by itself, cannot provi.de.

Expected. Ase of Marrlase

Table Ðil shows that the males in the sample expected.

to marry at a later age than the females. Only one pereent

of the nales and 10 percent of the females expected to marry

before the age of 22. About three tines as &any males (75

percent) as fe¡nales (29 pereent) expected. to marry after the

age of 24.

TABI,E )Offi

EXPECTED AGE OF MARRIAGE BY SED(

Expected. Age
of ivlarriage

Fenales
Ã,
-/o

Males
/'

2L

22

25

or f,ess

2+

or Later

I
24

75

10

6L

29

N 246 9,
'F One female and 3 males wrote on their questlonnalres

that they dld not expect to marry.

The large dj.fference between males and females with
respect to expeeted age of marriage 1s conslstent with
surveys concerned Ìrith actual age of marriage. For

6¡arnp1e, ln 196L, anong Canadians between the ages of 20 to
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to 24, /0 percent of the males but only 40 percent of the

females were single.21

Datine Adjustment22

Table TICII shornrs that slightly nore than one-half of
the students urere plaeed in the well-acljusted eategory of
the dating ad.justrnent seale. The other half r,rere plaeed

in the moderately or poorly ad.justed. categori.es. The table
shows no significant difference between males and females

1n terms of dating adjustnent.

rF 
^PT.rl 

'\r'\rT.r
rros lvt.tJ_

DAT]NG ADJUSTIVÍENT BY SEX

Dating Adjustment
Femal-es }falesr, 16

Well ^Adjusted. ,5
Moderately Adjusted 4¡

Poorly Ad.justed. 2

N 24L 94

* Table does not inelude 7 fenales and 4 males who
either failed to answer all of the questions comprls-
ing the scale or rnrho replied that they did not däte.

54

)r(

1

27
Canad.a CensråF,¿ L967. ¡tMarital Status.by Age Groups,rrserle Tlawai Queent s Þrinter, 1963), õ. iB: ''

¿¿
The construction of the dating adjustment scale is

d.lscussed in the methodology seetion, p. 30.
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IV. SUMMARY OF DATTNG OHARACTERTSTTCS

The following 1s a su¡nmary of the dating eharaeteristics

of the samplel

1. lÍearly all of the studerit s were dating before the age

of 17¡ with females beginning to d.ate at younger ages

than males.

2. Sliehtly more than one-half of the stud.ents were playing

the fieId" or going stead.llyr and sllghtly more than

one-qlrarter werê going steady.

3. The most senilîor dating frequeney was one to two tines
a week wlth fenales dating more freo;uently than ma1es.

l+. Durlng the school year most stud.ents had. only a feu

dating partners.

l. Almost twice as many females (6Lr percent) as males

(38 percent) d.ated only or nostly unlverslty students.

6. About one-third of the nales but less than I percent

of the females reported. that laek of material factors
had interfered wlth their datlng.

7. Twice as many males (14 pereent) as females (22 percent)

felt that girls should be permitted more initlative 1n

the making of d.ates.

8. Although one-half of the stud.ents vrere in favour of

setting up a dating bureau on campus, only one-quarter

sald- they r,¡ould use 1t.

9, About three tlmes as nany males (fJ percent) as females

(29 percent) expected to marry after the age of 24.
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10. Slishtly more than one-half of the students were in the

well-adjusted category of the dating ad.justnent scale.

It is interesting to note that in seven of the ten

charaeteristies listed. here, findlngs lrere generally

conslstent wlth those of studies d.one in the United

States.



CHAPÎER VÏ

AN.ALYSIS OF FINDINGS

An analysis of the hypotheses discussed. ln the intro-
d.uctory seetion as well as hypotheses for.mulated. d.uring the

course of the study 1s presented. in thls chapter.l The

hypotheses ane grouped, r¡nd.er the following headlngs:2

ï HYPoTIIESES CoNCERT\ÏED WITII gORREI-.ATES AND CoNSESUENCES

OF AGE OF TNITI.å,T DATTNG.

II HYPOTI{ESES CCINCERNED I¡üITH TYPE 0F ÐATING? FREQIIENCY 0F

DATÏNG, ANÐ EXPECTED AGE OF MARRTAGE.

IIT HTPOTTIESES CONCERNffi }üTTH TTTE URBAN-RUBAL CONTINUUM

AIVD DATTNG PATTERNS"

IV HYPOTIÍESIS CONCERNED TfTTH SOCIAI CÏ,ASS ANÐ TYPE OF

PERSONS DATF^Ð.

V HYPOTITESES CONCERNEÐ ?'ITTH MATERTAT, FACTORS IN DATTNG"

VT HTPOTHESES OONCERIIED WTTI{ ÐATTNG ADJUSTMENT.

VIT OTffiR TIYPOTTæSES.3

I. HTPOTHESES CONCER¡TEÐ ÏüTTH CORREI,ATES AND
C0ITSEQUENCES 0F ACTE 0F INITIAI DATING

1
Hypotheses formulated durlng the course of the stud.y are

ind.icated by $$dr_.EIB.
2

As the hypotheses have been grouped. und,er these head.ings,
they are not necessarlly in the sarne order as presented. ln
the introduetory sectlon.
3 In the interests of read.abllityr only those tables whlch
show a slgniflcant relationshlp or are of speclal interest
w1lJ be presented. in the body of the thesis; the rest are
1nelud.ed 1n the Appendix.
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(1) .A"se of -a Studentts Initial DatinE is Inverselv Related

to the Class Status of the llead of His Lousehold.

The data tend to fall in the direction hgpothesized

t^¡ith the upper cla.ss males beginning to date at younger a¿ies

than the lot¡er class males. As shornRbelow, of males

from the upper classes, J6 pereent r,¡ere dating before the age

of 15, compared with 20 percent of the lower class malesr

Age of
Initial Dating

and Und"er

and Over

N

elass Background of Males

Upper Lower(i:t+) $-T)r, /"

36 20

64 Bo

64 3o

1I+

ú

For females the data j.s not as consistent except that

classes Vf and- VTI have the lowest percentages of females

who began d,ating before the age of L5 (Table 1, Appendix B).

Nevertheless, when the Chi Square test wa.s applied for
both males and females, sepaeately, no signifiea^nt dj.fference

was fou¡rd between the social cLasses i.n terms of age of

initial d.ating. Hence. the hv'oothesiq-.Lkrab_ ap'e.9{ j.nitÍal

4aljne i s . -ittv"r sefJr r" e l at e È t o-s-o c í al-gtaps*ÞcleruL-rnu.s !,

be rejegleè foå both aales.aådj€!ûalc-s.4

+
The reader i.s once again reminded that as random sampling

procedures ïrere not used in the selection of this sam;oleo
the results stated apply only to this sample and eannot be
generalized. to the rest of the stud.ent body.



&

Although the hypothesis was rejected., the tendency of

the data to fall in the direction of the hypothesis suggests

that it might be fruitful at some other time and with another

sarnple to retest Lotmiers finding that students from homes

of higher economie and soeial status tend to lnitiate d.ating

at earlier ages than those from lov¡er status homes.5

(2) AEe.of a S.tudentrs InÍtial DatlnE-is In:l¡etåel"r¡ ReLaLeè
to the -E{gc-atÍonal &aLus ol -tk-re Heeô o-f ilis llousehold.
Slgùents .fro-m lhe Uppes Educational- C-lasses Beein tg
Date at Earlier AE-es-thaa-S-Juderyts fron thg lp-wer
Edtl.c_a'-í_onal Ç_las s€ Ê.

The data in Table 2 of Appendix B show that v¡ith rise

in education of studentsr parents there is a consistent

decline in the percentage of males who began dating at the

age of LT or later. .Among males whose parentsr ed,ucational

baekgror:nd was at the elementary school levelr 30 percent

did not begin to date until they l¡rere old-er than 16, compared

with 9 percent of those with a family background. at the

university level. The data for females does not shots the

same consisteney as that for males. However, females from

families having an ed.ucational level of only elementary school

had" among them the lowest percentage of females (Jf pereent)

who began dating before the age of lf.
I¡Ihen the Chi Square test was appliedr ûo significant

difference r¡ras found between the edueational elasses in terms

2
Samuel II. Lowrie, fiFaetors fnvolved

Dating, tr Marriage arld Familv. LivinE,
in the Frequency of

18, 1956, p. 50.



65

of age of initial d.ating. Hence, for both fegalgs--a.rÌù-ro¿Les,

tjre hvpptheslg-that aEe pf a studentl s iryi-tial -datinE is
inversely related to the educati-onal status of the head. of

hi_s household must b_q_rqi_eeted.

Although the hypothesis was rejected., the tend.ency of

the d.a-ta, partieularly among males, to fall- in the direction

hypothesized., suggests that a further retest should be made

of Lowrie¡s finding that sons and daughters of parents with

at least some college training tend. to begin to d.ate at

earlÍer ages than those of parents who have a high sehool

education or less.6

(3) AEe p-f Tnltial.Datine -is-Injlersely Related-to the Use
of a LaneuaEe j.n Ad.d.ition tq E-nEliSh in the Stud.entt s
Hone. $Jild.ent.s from Eoqtes ig Which EnElish Ln the 0n1v
Lang_uaEe Spokeq BeEin_lo DqÞq jat _Earlier Ages than
StudentF f,ron Eqees in lühicþ_a LanEuaee in Addition to
EnEl-igh is Spe,hen.

The data, iri Table J, -A,ppend.lx B, are in the d-irection

of the hypothesis, for both males and females. 0f stud.ents

from homes ln which a language other than ünglish was

spoken, a lower percentage (26 pereent of the males and.

36 percent of the females) began dating before the age of

!5¡ than of those from homes in which English was the only

language spoken (31 percent of the males and \4 percent of

the females. )

Howeverr âs the Chi Square value for this rel-ationship

was not signifieant, the h¡¡pothesis thaL aEe pf initi.al
d.ati$e is iRveTselv-related to the use o-f a laneuaEe iq

6
Th{ /i
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addition to Enelish ig !fìe. stu4entrs_ èome must be rejected

for males and. females.

Yet, as the data fall in the direction of the hypo-

thesis, Ít is suggested that this is also an area in which

further Canadian stud-Íes are need-ed" to verify, or reject
Eowrier s find.ing of a relationship between use of foreign

language in studentts home and age of initial datÌ.ng.7

( Li)

The data in Table XXIII show the strong and consistent

relationship between age of initial datir.'r.g and frequency
Axof dating" for both males and. females. 0f those males who

began dating at the age of 1l+ or earller, only Jh percent

were 1ow frequency daters compared with Lrf percent of those

who began dating at LJ or l'6, and /B percent of those who

began d-ating at the age of L7 or later. Sinilarly, of

those females who began datirag at the age of 1l+ or yourrger,

only 2) percent were low frequency daters corapared with 36

and 6t¡ percent of those who began d,ating at 15 or L6, and 17

or later respectively.

.A,s Table lOilV indicates that a significar¿t Chi Square

vaLue for the relationship was for-ud, the hvoothes-is that aEe

of initial datins is -inver-selE re_l-ated to {qeg_Egr_rey of

7
rbÍd.B-
The read.er

datíng during
is reminded that this refers to frequeney of
the sehool year.
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d.atine ís accented. for both males and. females.

This test supports Lor,¡rÍe9 and- EhrmanlO who, in separate

stud,ies, found that having the first date prior to the age

of 15 was correlated- with a high frequency of d.ating.

TABLE XXTI]

TIß RELATIONSHTP OF AGE OF TNITTAL DATTNG
T0 FREQUENCY 0F DATING BY SÐ(

TN PERCENTS

Frequeney
of Dating

FM%/'

r ì,ff

F
ú
rlo

Age

a¡rd Und.er

M
16

of Tnitial
ú-16

Dating

17 and

m
.F

fr

0ver

M
6l-/o

Lov¡(3/Month
or Less)

Medium( 12,/
Tfeek)

HiSh(3,/hleek
or More)

45

+Õ

7

36

54

10

3Lt

2¿

14

29

5t

64

¿Y

6

7B

¿¿

17T\T 702 29 127 47 18

$)

9
Lowrie,

10
T¡iinston

Henry llo1t

1na ni,|.¿vva v¿ va

Ehrman,
Company,

(New York¡
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Table 4, in Appendix B, shows the data falllng ln the

direetion of the hypothesis for fenales, but in the opposite

d.lreetfon for males. As shown below, 37 percent of the

females r¡¡ho started. dating before the age of lZ were going

steady at the tine of the study couopared with onry 18 percent

of those who began datlng at 17 or later¡

Among males the direct relationshlp between age of
lnltlal d.ating and golng stead.y is most marked in eomparing

those who began d.ating before the age of 15 with those who

began at the age of 15 or Iater. As shown below, of those

who began dating þefore the age of rl t 18 percent were goi.ng

stead.yr conpared. wlth 2) percent of those who began at the

age of L5 oy later¡

Going Steady

Not Going Stead.y

Golng Steady

Not Golng Steady

Age of Initial
16 and Und.er

d

37

6l

229

Dating for Fenales

17 and Over

18

8z

L7

Dating for Males

15 and. Over

29

7L

65

Age of Inltial
1)+ and Und,erI

18

8z

2g
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As this relationship is not statistically signifícætr
the hvpothesis that aEe of initial- d.atine is invgrsely
related to thgorqbabitiþJl-of_a. stgdentrs E"ojnE steadv is-

re.'i ected for ba_Lb rqalç-s__end_fcmale É.

Neverthelessr âs the data for femaLes falI in the

direction hypothesized by Burchinalrll whereas the d.ata for
males fall ln the direetion hypothesized by Lowri"rtz it
is suggested that further studies are needed to clarlfy the

relationship between age of initlal dating and. going steady.

(6)

Christensen
a2

towrie, Ioc. _gL'L,

The d.ata for females in Table XXV shorr a strong and

eonsistent relationship between age of initial d.a_tÍng and

expected age of marriage. 0f those females whose initial
age of d,ating was 1l+ or earlier, BO percent expected to

narry before the age of 25. This is conpared wii-h 69 a¡A l+7

percent of those who began dating at l5-or 16, and 17 or

later respecti-veIy.

0n the other hand., Ðmong males, the data fall in a

consistent d-irection g¡.æ.güg to the hypothesis. 0f mal.es

r^rhose initial age of d.ating Ì\¡as 1l+ or earlier, only 21 percent

expected to marry before the age of 25. As showr on the

following page, this compared. with 26 and 35 percent of those

r,.rho began dating at 15 or L6, and 17 or later respectively.

tee G. Burchinal trThe Premarital Dyad and Love Involvement,
11

in by Harold T.
i964)o p. 635.



TABTE )Off

TTTE RET,ATTONSHÏP OF AGE OF INTT]AI DATING
TO EXPECTED AGE OF MARRIAGE

FOR TEMAÏ,gS

Expeeted Àge
of Marriage

age

1l+ and Und.erã-l\o. /o

of Initial Dating

ß - L6 17 and Overñ ffi
+7

53

I
9

6g

31

87

39

80

20

80

20

24

25

arrd Und.er

and Over

Total 100 100 L26 100 T7 100

x2= 8.81 d.f. =l P/-.o5

Age of Initlal Dating

ltr and Under Ll 16qo q6

for Males

17 and Over

35

65

t7

Expeeted Age
of Marriage

2tr and. Und.er

25 ar,ñ Over

2L

79

2B

26

7\

+6
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As the Chl Square value for this relationship Ís
slgnifleant for females but not for males, the hvpothesls

that aEe of initial d-ating varies directlv with exneeted aee

of marrlaEe is accepted. for females -and__reiected for males.

As in the preced.ing dlscussion, the data for females,

showlng a direet and slgnlficant relationshi.p between age

of lnitial d.atlng and expected. age of marrlage, support

Burchina1.l3 0n the other hand, the d.ata for males, showlng

an inverse but not signifieant relatlonship suggest that
Lowrf e r ,1I+ flndlngs should not be aband.oned. but should be

retested.

Q)

Table lOfT/I shows a clear and slgnificant inverse

relatlonshlp for mares between the age of tnitial dating and

the nunber of persons dated. As age of tnitial datlng
deereases, the nunber of persons dated. increases. Only about

one-th1rd of the nales who began dating before the age of
L5 had. a low number of d.atlng partners whlle aluaost one-half

'l?

. Burchinal, .19ç-4!E.
1l+

Lowrle; b__ÉL.
75
_ This hypothesis refers to the nrrnber of persons d.ated.
d.uring the school ¡rêâTr
L6

The read.er is renind.ed that ad.d.. llvo¡ mêârls that thfs
an addltional hypothesls fornulated-dr¡rlng the course ofthe stud.y.

1s
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()+2 percent) had a hlgh nr¡¡rber of partnêrs¡ On the other

hand, alnost two-thirds of males who began dating at 15 or

later had a 1ow nr:mber of partners, and only 11 pereent had

a high nunber.

Ihis finding 1s eonsistent wlth the d.ata ln Table 4,

Append.ix B, which shows a greater tend.eney on the part of
males who begln dating at later ages as compared with males

who begin dating at early ages, to restrlct their datlng to
only one person by going steady.

TABI,E )CCT¡T

TI{E RELATIONSHIP OF AGE OF INTTTAT, DATTNG
TO NÜMBER OF PffiSONS DATED

FOR MALES

Age of Inltial Þating

Number of
Persons Dated

1l+ and Und.erNo. f6

15 ar¡d
No.

Over
t6

Low (o-¡)

Medirrm (t+-6)

IIigh Q+)

10

7

L2

3t+

2+

4z

+1

t7

7

6t

26

11

Total 6529

x2=l:2.27 d.f. =l P¿.a5

Tab1e 6, 1n Append.ix B, shor^is that for females the

rerationship between age of lnitial dating and. nr¡mber of
persons dated 1s not as consistent as that of the nales.
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Also, it is not sÍgnifi.cant. A greater percentage of females

who began dating at 14 or earlier (32 pereent) had, a high

number of d.ating partners than of those who began at ll or

16 (22 percent)r ffid 17 or later (23 percent). 0n the

other hand., a greater percentage of fenrales who began dating

at 14 or earlfer (J6 percent) also had a l-ow number of
datlng partners than of those who began at 15 or 16 (51

percent), and 17 or later (l+7 percent). As with maIes, this
latter relatÍonship is consistent with the data in Table l+,

Appendix 8,, whleh lndlcate a greater tend.ency on the part

of fenales who begin datlng at early ages as compared

with females who begin d.atlng at later ages to restrict
their d.atlng, over a period of time, to only one person by

going stead.y.

0n the basis of the d.ata presented., the hvpothesls

that the aEe of lnitial datine is inveåse1v related to nunber

of persons d.ated. is aecepted for males but reiected. for
females.

fI. HYPOTIIESES 0ONCERITED I¡¡ITH TYPE 0F DATING,
FREQUENCY OF ÐATTNG, AND EXPECTEÐ

AGE OF MABRTAGE

(B)

Tables ÐffII and XXVIII show the strong relatÍonshlp

L7
Tl?ese terms are explained in the revlew of literature,

þo ].:6.



75

between type of dating and. d.ating frequency for females

and. ma1es, respeetively. As one noves along the continutrn

frorn not dat,ing to going steady, the percentage of high

frequency d"aters steadily increases. Table XXVIT shows that
of the females who were going steady or who were engaged.,

90 pereent krere high frequency d-aters, compared. with 83

percent going steadily, 3I+ percent playing the field, and

seven percent currently not dating, Sinilarly, Table XXVIII

shows that of the males who were going steady or were

engaged, BB percent i,ùere hish frequency daters compared. wÍth

67 percent going steadily, 22 percent playing the field,
and. 13 percent not dating.

As the data in Tables )ffiVII and X)CVIII indicate
significant Chi Square va.lues for this relationship, the

hypothesis that type of dqËinE is r_ela_ted. to frequency of
datinE is accepted for both females and maLes.

Therefore, the data support Lowrle who found datirEg

typer âs an independent variable, affecting frequeney of
dating, with students going stead.y dating more frequently
than those playing the fieLd.18

(e) lype _of Datjgs_ is Related. to Exnected. AEe of Marriaee.

Table ÐilX

relationship for
shor¡s the consistent a¡d-

females between type of

signifieant
d-ating and expected

1B
Lowriee g!-r_li-!.. 2 0. 5I.



TABT,E }f,il/II
THE NET,ATTONSHTP OF TYPE OF D.ATTNG

TO DATTNG FREQTIENCY
FOR FE}4AI,ES

Datlng
Frequency #*elttr

Stead.y

*Ftu#
Type o Datlng

r**tät
Plavlng Field
No. %

Iow(3,/Montfr
or Less)

High(Once a
tüeek or
More)

1093 L7

3t+ ,6 83

Total oö 100

x2= 1oh.6 d.f. -3 p¿.o5

TABI,E )Offr]T

TIXT REIATTONSITP OF TYPE OF DATTNG
TO DATTNG FREQUENCY

FOR }{AñES

lype of Bating

_Dating S¿æt¿gs, gfry-issj¿gfg _.stea¿U: "rtË;33l"uFrequency No. 16 No. 16' N-T No.3

87

Êow(3/Montfr
or tess)

IUeh( Once a
!{eek or
More

B7 22 78 33 L2

6f

t6TotaL

x2=35.58 d.f. =J p¿.ol

27 100 2,
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age of marriage. tess than half (t+1 percent) of the females

who were not dating at, the tj.me of the study expected, to

marry at the age of 2l+ or earlier, conpared. wlth 58 percent

of those playing the field, 73 pereent going stead.ity and.

90 percent going stead.y or engaged.

TA3I.,E XXIX

TFIE REI,ATIONSHIP OF ÐÁ,TING TYPE TO
EXPECTED AGE OF MARRIAGE

FOR IEI,IALES

Expeeted
Age of

Marrfage
Not DatlnEñ-.--3-

Playing
Field

No.-
Steady or
EnEaeedNM

37 584g n 77 90

27 4z 18 27 g 10

+1

5e

24

25

Under 12

Over f7
and.

and

Total 29 100 6+ 100 67 10o 86 100

x2=32.3 d.f.=J P¿.O,

The relationship for nales (table 7, Appendix B) is j_n the

sarne eonsistent direction as that for females, but 1s not

signlficant. NÌ.nety-three percent of the nnales who were not

dating expected. to marry at the age of 25 or later, eompared.

wlth 64 percent of those going stead.y or engaged.

0n the basis of these data, the hvoothesis-that tyoe-

o4 -datine 1s relate.d. to exge.cted. aee of _m.arriaee is
accepted for females and. _reieeted for males.



7B

(10) Nr-uber pf Persons Daled- is- Related to. Freqlrencv of
DatinE. Students f¡ühq Eave a Low or lliEh ifumLer of
Datine Fartners Date More Freouentl-v than those
Who Have a ivlediur¿ Nr-lmbel_of DatinE Par'tnets. Ad.d,.
Hvp.

Table )ffX shows an interesting curvilinear relationship
between number of persons d,ated. and dating frequency. Stu-

dents who had- either few or ¡cany datÍ.ng partners d.uring the

school year dated more frequently than those who had a

medium nunber of partners. 0f the females having had. fels

or many dating partners, 7L and 78 percentr rêspectively,

rrere hish frequeney daters, compared with only 49 percent

of those h¿ving dated. a mediu¡l nr-¡:nber of persons. In like
manner, of the males having hrad few or several dating

partnersr 5tr and 79 percent, respectlvely, srere high

frequency d.aters, compared with only 16 percent of those

having dated a med.ir-r-n number of persons.

As the Chi Square val-ue for this rela.tionship is
significant, the hypothesis that nurnþclof persons, dated

is related to datinE freouencv is acceþted for ülaLes aqÈ

females o

This finding supports Ehrman irho also found. a curvilinear
relationship between number of persons dated and frequ.ency

of dating. Ehrnan reported that the number of d-ates per

month was highest anong girls who dated- only one boy a

month, intermediate arnong those who dated Lr or more: ând

lowest arnong those who dated two or three.l9

19
Ehrman. oþ. cit.. Ð. lil



Frequency
of Dating

Low( 3/Monthor Less)

Hlgh(0nce a
Week
or More)

TIIE REÏ.,ATTONSHTP OF NU¡4BER OF PERSOhIS ÐATED
T0 FREqUENCY 0F DATTNG BY SEX

No.

TABI,E EO(

Total

Med.lura
(h-61

No. f6

B3

LL7

7I

100

2l

5t

4g

100

=l P/-.O5

4g

6Z

For Malë.

Medlum
(\--61

2,

+6

l4

x2 = 8.o96

100 25

36

100

15

=/ P¿.O,

L9

79

100
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Two separate explanatlons might aceount for this
relationshlp. The first is that students havlng a high

nu.mber of dating partners would. t by necessity, have to d.ate

more frequently than those havlng a med.iun number of partners.

secondlyr of those havlng a few number of partners, there is
probably a large pereentage r,rho are going stead.y or stead.ily,
and. as those going steadlly or stead,y d.ate more frequently
than others (Tables xxvrr and Ðffrrr) this may account for
the students in this category dating more frequently than

those ln the middle eategory.

(11) Freouengv of DatinE isåve-r-sely Related to Exnected

Table mil shows a consistent, and. slgnifleant lnverse
relatlonshlp for females between frequency of d.atlng and.

expeeted age of marríage. As frequency of dating inereases,
expeeted age of marriage deereases. 0f the femares in the

low freqirency category only I percent expected to marry

before the age of 22, compared. with 1O and 2l pereent of
those in the med,ir¡m and hlgh frequency categories, respectively.
sinllarly, of the low frequeney d.aters, 39 percent expected.

to uarry at the age of 2l or later, compared. wÍth ZJ and

20 percent of the uredfrrun ar¡d hlgh frequency daters,

respeetÍ.ve1y.

The data for males fall 1n the sarne dlrection as that
for the females, but the relationshi.p ís not strong enough

to be slgnlficant. as shown on the fol1ow1ng page, of the



TABIE XETT

TI.]E RETATIONSHIP OF FREQUENCY OF DATING
TO EXPECTEÐ AGE OF I.{ARRTAGE

FOR FET{AT.ES

Dor¡ Medium Hleh(3/Month (: ór-itore
. Expee-t,ed. or rress) (l-2ltleek) --r-W"èÈ) -
Age of MarrÍ.age /" % - 

/;

21 and Under 5

22-24 56

25 and Over 39

24

56

20

10

6,
25

N 89 Lzþ

x2=L7.3g d.f. =þ pL.o,
3t+

Frequeney of Dating for Males

. Exqec_ted. (31-;å:3) (o":;-ft"i:i-
Age of MarrJ.age o/o -'f6-' ' : ;

2l+ and Under ZO 31
2l ana Over Bo 6g

l+6 4g
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males who Vrere dating l-ess than onee a week, 20 percent

exirected to marry before the age of 2J compared with 3L

percent who were d.ating onee a week or more.

0n the basis of these data., t-he hvpothesis that

frequencv of d-atinE is inverÞelv related !o expected aee of

meipr¡Ìape is eeeented- for females and re.'ìected. for m-a-L-e-S.

TfT. HYPOTIßSES CONTERNED W]TH TI# URBAN-
RURÄI CONTTNUUM AI\D DATING PATTERNS

(12)

Table ÐfrII shows a signiflcant relationshlp between

urban-rural orlgin al'ld. age of initlal dating for males.

Three times as many males from urba-lr areas (38 percent) as

from rural areas (12 percent) 'hlere dating before the age

of 15.

0n the other hand., there appears to be no significant

differenee between urban and rural females in terms of age

of initial d.ating (table Br Append.ix B)'

0n the basis of these data, the hvpothesis that aEe of

initial d-atine is,- related to the usþên:rural-eontjtTruue-tÊ

aceeoted for males but reiected for feqal-es.

The d"ata support Ehrnan who found that urban males

began to d-a-te at earlier ages than rural females.20

However, the data are not consistent r,r'ith the findings

of Sister Mary Mahan who reported that in her study of l-1618

4V
Ehrman, gp¡-Ë.: p. 84.
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C'atholie adoleseent females, urban females began dating at
younger ages than rural females.2l

TABI,E )CO(TI

REÊATIONSHTP OF URBAN-RUR^ê,L ORIGTN TO
AGE OF TNITT¡Å D.û,TTNG FOR MAT.ES

Age of
Initial Dating

Urban ¿
NO. "/o

Rural
No. f'

IL¡ and- Ilnd.er

L5 ano Over

26383L2

'+¡ 6z 22 88

Tota]- 6g 100 25 100

Né=4.53 d.f. =f P¿.o5

(r¡)

The data in Table p, Append.ix B, indleate that there
is not a signifleant relationship between urban-rural origin
and frequency of dating. However, the relationship for
malesr although not slgnifieætr is in a conslstent d.irectlon
wlth the hypothesls.

0f the males from urþan areas, 56 percent were high

2t
Sister Mary Mahan, ItRural-Urban Differences fn the

Attltudes and Behavióur of Adolescent Glrls. tr.Amerlcan
Catholie SoeioLoEical Review, Z), !g63, p. L+-
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frequency daters eompared with J6 percent of those from

rural areas. Thls is shown below:

Frequency

trow (3/Month
or Less)

Hlgh (Onee a Tfeek
or More)

Orlgln of

Urban
"/o

\4

56

7o

I{a1es

RuraI
î7
/o

64

36

28îll\t

0n the basis of these data, the hvpothesis thaË-_¡Lre_quenev

of datine Ís re].ated. to the urban-rural contlnuum is reieeted

for males and females.

Although this relatlonship was not found to be sfgnifi-
cant, the faet that the data for males run in the d.lrectlon

of t,he hypothesls suggests that a retest be rnad.e of Ehrmanr s

find.ing that males from rural areas date less frequently
than males from i¡rban areas.

IV. HYPOTIIES]S CONCERNED WITH SOCTAÊ CIÂSS
ANÐ TYPE OF PERSONS DATED

(1+)

Tables XIOHII and IQOHV show for males, and. females,

respeetlvely, a strong and consistent relationshÍp between

class backgrorxrd and the restrietion of dating to only or
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mostly university students. l¡fith rise in class background,

the restriction of dating to university students increases.

0f the males in classes I and. II, I+B percent were dating

only or mostLy university students (taOle )ffiIII) compared

with 44 percent of elasses fII and. TV, lO percent of class

V, and. 10 percent of classes VI and. VII. In like manner,

as elass baekground d.eereases, dating of non-students

j.ncreases. 0f the male students from elasses I and. fI only

p percent were dating only or mostly universlty students.

This compared r'¡ith 28 a:;:.d 35 percent of classes III and IV,

and. V, respectively. Classes Vf and Vïf had the highest

proportion (60 percent) of males d.ating only or mostly non-

students.

For females, the relationship is not as consistent as

for males (table ICKXIV). In the d.ating of students, the only

eonsistency shown is that a la.rger proportion of females

from cla-sses I and. II (74 percent) than fror¿ the other

elasses dated. orlly or mostly university students. fn the

d-ating of only or mostly non-students, the data are once

again strikingly consistent wlth the hypothesis. 0f the

females in classes T and IT, only I percent coneentrated.

their datlng oR non-studertts. This compared with 12 and"

13 percent of females from elasses ïïï and W, and V,

respeetively, and,2) percent from elasses VI and VII.
/rs the Chi Square value ind.icates a significant

relationship for both sexes, the hv-pç¡thesls_bhaL_Lþq cleEree

to which universitv stud.ents date onlv or mostlv other



T^ABI,E )C(XITT

TIffi REIATTONSHIP OF CI,ASS BACKGROUND TO
U]VTUERSITY STATUS OF STI]DENTSI PARTNERS

FOR }4AT,ES

Persons
Dated.

I&IÏffi% v+No. F'

0n1y or Mostly
University

Bsth Unlversity
and.

Non-Uni.verslty

CInly or Mostly
Non-Uni.verslty

7

7

+t+l+8 1711

t+3

9

11

3o 10

10 28

2B

35

35

330

660

TotaI 23 1O0 39 100 20 100 10 100

x Classes V and. VI & VII were eombined. ín the x2 analysis.

x2=9.r5, d..f. =h PL.o5
T.ABLE ÐO(ÏV

TIIE REIATTONSHIP OF CTASS BACKGROUI{D TO
I]NTTERSTTY STATUS OF STTIDENTSI PARTNERS

FOR TEI'IAIES

Persons
Dated

I&T]ffir, TII & IV
ñ No.

u¡rd.
v-%

0n1y or Mostly
Universi-ty

Both Unlversity
and,

Non-Universlty

0n1y or Mostly
Non-University

57

L6 2l

5e66+974 3l+ 4'

1+ 2t

10

27 39

T2

12

2913

77 100 70 looTotal 68 100 L7 100

x2=!7.4 d..f. =6 p/_.o5
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uni-velsitv slud.ents is rel-ated to social class,backsround f.s-

accented. for males and. females.

The data support Ehrman ancl Tlollingshead. Ehrman found

that a majority of each sex in his sample, 6l percent of the

males and 6) percent of the females, dated persons of the same

soci.al class.22 Hollingshead. found arnong hish school stud-ents

a significant relationship between soclal class positlon and

the practice of dating students or non-students. Students

from the upper elasses dated. within the student bod-y more

than did students from the lower c]-asset.23

V. HYPOTHESES TONÜERNED T{TTH T{ATERIAL
FACTORS IN DATÏNG

(15)

Table 1Oo in Appenclix B, shows that there is not a
signiflcant reLa-tionship between elass background and lack

of money in datlng. Ilov¡ever, there appears to be solne

relationship between class baekground. and. lack of access to

a ear in dating for classes I to V. The lowest proportion

of males Q6 percent) rn¡ho r,¡ere sometimes or often affected,

22
Ehrnianr g!,--SË. r p. 144.

23
. Hollingshead: gpl--ç.i.!.. : p. 228.

.ll I¿-f

This hypothesis and the following one are
with nal-es as so few females j.n this sample
affected. in their dating by lack of material
Table )[VII).

coneerned. only
have been
factors. (See
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by lack of access to a caT in their d.ating came fron elasses

I and If. This compared with 36 and. J2 percent of classes

ïII and. ïV, and. V, respectively. However, the males 1n

classes VI and VIf dld not fall lnto thís eonslstent pattern

as only 2j percent of them were sometL:nes or often affected.
One posslble explanation of the divergence of the males ln
elasses VI and VII from the predieted relationship nlght be

that these males tend. to date non-stud,ents (taole )o6IfI)
who may not consld.er a ear as a necessity 1n d.ating.

.å,s the Chi Square values for thls rel-ationship are not

signifieætr the hl'pothesis that class backEror¡n4 is lnverselv
related. to tlmes lack of naterlal faet_ors Lnterfere wlth
d.atlne for nales is reJected..

Yetr âs some eonslsteney in the relationship between

elass baekgror:nd and lack of aeeess to a car was found.o it
is suggested that further tests be mad.e of the findlng of
Landis that more boys 1n the lower than niddle and upper

social elasses feel blocked fn dating for lack of , 
"ur.25

(ro)

The data Ín Table EOff show a signifleant relationship
for males, betr.ieen urban-rrrral origln and. tlmes laek of
materlal faetors interfere with dating. 0f the maLes from

urban areas, only 1/ percent were sometlmes or often hindered

2'
See the review of literature, p. 10.
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in their d.ating for lack of moneyr ed 20 percent for l-aek

of access to a car. However, of the maleS from rUral- areast

l4 percent felt that lack of money sometimes or often

interfered with dating, while 68 percent felt this way with

regard to Lack of car.

T^ABI,E )CK]ff

STTE REI,AT]ONSHIP OF URBAN-RURAL ORTGIN TO TTIVIES

TACK OF ÞIATER]AË FACTORS INTEAFHRËD
WITH D.ATING FOR I'{ALES

Tines Lack of Material Factors

Monev
Never Sometimes

or Seld-om or Often or/,r,N

Interfered with Dating
f 'ñ%vat

Never --Eletimes
Seld-on or 0ften

rt .n%'/"N0rlgin

Urban

Rural

B3

46

L7

hLf

7o

2B

8o

32

20 7o

óB 28

x=11.
P/

2 d.
.05

As the Chi Square values for this relationship are

significant, the hvpothesis that urþan-ruraI. oriEin is
related to tÍmes l--ack of nateri-a1 factor.s interfefe with

d atine for males is--aeeep-t-e-d..

VT. HYPOTTMSES CONCERNED I{ITH DATTNG A}JUSTMENT

(l-7)

3
.05

26
The scale

described. in
used to measure
the method.ology

dating adjustment has been
section, p. 30.
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For bot,h males and. females, the d.ata in Tab1e 11,

Appendix B, indicate that there is not a significant
relationship between class background- and. dating ad.justment.

0n the basis of these data, the hvoothesis that socia-l

class backsround. is directly related. to datinE ad..'iustnenË

is reÍected for males and feuales.

That no relationship was found. between class background

and. dating a-djustment might be explained by the fact that
the assumption on whieh this was based-; namely, that sturlents

from the lower soclal classes would. be hindered- more in their
dating on account of their laeking eertain material factors
than would- those from the upper classes is rejected
(Hypothesis 15).

( 18)

The data in TabLe ÐffiVT show a strong and consistent

relatÍonship between age of initlal dating and dating

adjustnent for females, and. a consistent but rrreaker relatíon-
ship for males. Of the females who began dating at the age

of 14 or younger, 62 percent were in the iniell-adjusted

category, eompared with /+ and 2) percenf, of those who began

dating at 75 or 16, and L7 or later t rêspecti.vely. In like
marur.err of the males who began dating at the age of llr or

earlier , 69 percent uere in the well-adjusted. ca-tegory,

compared with LIB and 50 percent of those who began dating

at 15 or L6, and. l-7 or later, respectively.
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As the Chi Sguare value for this relationsh'ip is
significant for fenales (ta¡le ]cOilII) but not for ma1es,

the hvpothesis that aEe of inLtial datine is inverselv

related to d.atlne ad.iustment 1s acceptpd. for fenales, but

reJected for males.

TABT.E XX]TVT

TITE REIATIONST{TP OF AGE OF INTT]AI D¿.TTNG
TO DATTNG AD.ÏUSTMENT BY SE)C

Dating
Adjustnent

14 and. Under
M
tfl
70

F
'/o

Age of ïnltial Ðating

15-16
FM
%16

17 and Over
FM
%16

Well Ad.justed.

Moderately
or Poorly
Adjusted

6z 5o

5o

l+6g

3138 +6 5z 7t

L23 t7

(19)

Table )OO(VIII shows a eonsistent relatlonshlp, particu-

larly for fer¡ales, betv¡een type of dating and dating

adJustment. As one moves along the continuun from not

dating to golng stead.y, or engaged., the percentage of
students 1n the category of well-adjusted steadily increases.

L7
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TABI.E )ü)il¡IT

TI{E REL^å.TIONSHTP OF AGE OF ]NTTIAI D¿"TING
TO DATTNG .ADJUSTMENT FOR FEMAI,ES

Datlng
Ad.justment

Age of Inltlal Datlng

lLr and Under 15 - 16 17 and. 0ver

Î¡rielI Adjusted

Moderately
or Poorly
Ad.Just,ed.

6z 66

38 57

Total 100 1,23 T7

*2= 6.13 d.f. =l p¿.o5

0f the females not d.ating, only 22 pereent were in the well-
adjusted eategory. This eompared. with 27 pereent of those
playlng the field, 6Z percent of those golng steadilyr ild
79 and 89 pereent of those golng stead.y, or engaged.,

respeetivery. rn like mannerr of the males who were not
dating, only JB percent were in the category of well-
adjusted. This compared. wlth l+8 pereent of those playing
the f1eld r md 58 and 67 pereent of those going steadily,
or steady, respeetÍ_vely.

As the Chl Square value ind.ieates a slgnifieant
relationship between dating type and d.ating ad.justnent for
females (ta¡le Ðoilx) but not for males, the hvpothesis that

for females but reiected. for males.
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The data support Ehrman who found. fthappiness$ to be

narkedly related to golng stead.y anong glrlsr but not
cq

among boysÍ/ Herman, in his study of going stead.yr noted

that many stud.ents believed. they ftmaturedtr or srLearned to

adJustrr 1n their going stead.y experlen""".28 8e11, in
explaining the widespread popularity of going stead.y states:

ltith datlng often having hlghly rexploitati.vel
qualities, the girl may feel less incllned thart
fn the past to stay wíth noncorumitted dating and
seek out the more eurotlonally satlsfyi.ng relation-
ship of going stead.y. ¿7

It appears, then, that for many stud.entsr the greater

slneerlty, and the more intense personal relationship

involved ln going stead.y is more satlsfying than the

attraetion of the new and. the d.ífferent involved 1n not

gofng steady.

TABI.E NOffÏII

TT]E BEIATTONSHTP OF DATTNG TYPE TO
DAT ING A&TUSTb{ENT BY Sffi

Datlng
.Ad.justnent

Not Playlng
Datir-rs Fteld

F MF M

% %16 %

Dating Type

Steadlly Steadv
F MF M/" %% %

ï'fell Adjusted

Moderately
or Poorly
Adjusted

38 27 r+B 6l ,B 79 6Z 8g

TB 6zn 523T )z2L 33 11

23 13 64 29 6Z 26 77 2+


