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TÏffi 4ÏI'r'nQqsgr Ï""

lhe great najorlty of theological writers of renown

are. prepared to accept the anthenticity and' genulneness

of the Synoptic Goepels. Many indeed, give forced'lnter-
pretations to varlou-F pa,ssagesr lnterpretations that remÍnd

one of the Gnostlee of old, but msst scholars adurit that tle
tttlee of the Synoptic Gospele ate trueo

The ffres of crttlclsmù bowever* burn brightly about

the lrourth Gospel. Slnce the publ,loation sf Sretschneld.erre

able vvork ôn 1820, theologians oS'' note have struggled with

the questlon of the authorshlp of the tr'ourth Gospel. I w111.

.not for a moment fuattmate that elther siråe had any ulterlor
motive, although the specuLatlons,pro and con, have eometlmesl- I

reminded. me more of the argumente,of á skl}led, J,awyer than

the sereRe ané even-hand,ed. Justioe and calu refleotlve
abilitles of a ecientist. $uch speculations, while showlng

the a'lliJ.ity and, inðivldualtty of the vrriter, are to r¡y mfnd

of a'questlonabLe benôfit. Arlstotü-è$s law of the golden

mean fs of eervÍce here as eLsewhere. And fo¡ced interyre-
tations are alnaost as sdious as lo€lleal fal.lactes. In the

foLlowing pages I w111 1r *y beet to avoid both. I rry1ll

try to prove my onn vlews on the srrbJect I dlscues -though

maïltematlca,l proof ls not obtalnable- in the best way ï
can, but try to be fair;

The queotlon before me ls an hlstorlc one, ltratever ,

views ïce may entertainrfacts of history contafn the final
crlterÍon of the question.

$lhat then are the facts of hf"story bearlng on this
case ?

ø

Ðespite some extravagances of imagtnation, it r¡ust¡ .

r thlnk be conceded tlrat Brimitive chrietLanity (¿o -g0o

A"Ð. ) wae earnest and. zealous in at,tempting to .obey the
Masterr s conunand to lead the world. to Him" cenfeesions of
faith had not been luritten; hov,, was Ít perssible that :d.åffer-
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€nt ffiyÐterfts i.$üttl"{å ncat 'lle fetrünu}åb#di?

Hven t?¡e ahief tlf '[he ¡ttlorltlç$ rnrÀrle n n¡let¿rke et'

Âr¡{.*u*i'¡ thr¡t f,€tþ3,*I &&sÍ.}.p be æunstflre4 sås entä6,äanåuång

tlrm Sheol*¿çy *f' Fm.r¡}, $ffen ap*rCIar,elr Feffëûtlöq by dirlns eår1
;

#nåy, *,rr{ f¡snm ?¡ut, t}re "&p*ßt,1,e6. }rm"dn fn tSre Xþer*l $ëtr1ü6/

bssn Sfre Sis*åplcn of the 3norr3.. #ne faot, h&oøever, Íeæ&da my

s;btentlpn $s.l reatl the ps,trsg 'rrritten hy the å*atherg #f,

the frlturelr.

glrqår ¡sor¿t1 6&rne6tn€sð Le ånåÈøputabl.s.

lt'hmy speou}etød, but theif yery øpeeuJ"*,tlon slasx?s ãseL

fer tiie üffiìtsË they advocata.

fhe;ï þlffi.y *rr, but they do nc¡t fshr$.uate. Ånü .they
{arê fay frorn eitwølng fÀny puerl3.f.ty of, $.ntel,Iect. It f.e true

thp-t legøndaæy wrf.ti.n6¡ssn 1Êrsrü pu'bliøhe* in t,hnt perfodo

þtåt &'rrmn tlrese mhorq how grent3.y tiie wrttere #eli.6h{êß årr

thI"nkåmg qn tlteslo#å.*u.1 mubJeote. I do not thÍ.nk :ghali thexs

Lr¡ any faer; o:f håstory to pfÐvs tlrat the wrÍtere of t,he l{Ew

ffsstnmmyrf Spo$fl¡pi'Ì€{ or Fuer¡d,apl$twphm fr¡ter¡dmd that thøXr

v¡rltln$e slrsul"rl -k¡e regard,ed, fnepfrecT. They wroteo I belåêve,

ee#ord*nff to tlrefr ewn undsrutanctLn$; err{Í. csul$ ïrå mCIre

dssåst frum wrttfrt$ tlr¡,**,n e poet G&rî eê&Ë* tc mång €r e, bÍrd
cmn tlui.t w+rn:trl"1ng. lt wss wBontaneous outburçt of rell64x,ør,rø

fervor, the ¡lotlve bøtn6 to gtorif,y God, irlratever r,*r€ tlrtnk
¡ebout the$.r vlews. "Ànd, even if we hsve t,o edmåt, th¿ri; srme

ateacryph¿a,å wrltÍ.n&s wsfe quntød by the þrnthers of {i}re ü}rrÅf$}x

$s TÌn1y nierfpture, (as r,rsnseu.$. tlnrnent flïÌd, tirisln regarded.
rfPsgt,t¡r'l'lernnae{r), t}*ege F,re?s exceptionai o&#gs.

ffÏre early ühurah, ¡norenïet, dneg not r:hor:¡ any rnerrked

nå'gn" 
.¡rf 

f*l"r¡mttai"r¡¡x, '"vlth thø poeæåhI"e exc+grtfoR CIf, l"{onÈmnt$1et.

iTihie åç nil *he rìlrfë fø be r¡lpnclered m,t rryhert we eor¡síåçr t?¿e

nessCIçu?,i.ans of iihriqtf.ans tturÍr4g the first three centurieg.

tf?'le **aLru f,çr$åtr*drr. SÌ,opåapeel fry the #hrief lan m*,rt,yr* *nß*" I

ml,-ì, csnc{ååv+rï}}e f$:rfle, o f t*r'bîåtr&, gþeråiË$ :vol.umes ln dsfeneø

.*:fl 'tire *recl.J"liål,ity çf the ",vrlt,ers vrho rvi,s3ßeci t,lrelr nelt fn

:;?,.:...
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ln def,ev¡eø.øf, thelr fafth durfn¿¡1 ttle seeond and thfrd $ent*

urleç. . Tltås bravery of reelgnation, lvlrlçlr hae not the lge.et _

'':se$rblance to hravery of deøpalro had tlre eff,eot qf .Þpread-

tn#0hr16tfanltyepeedtþandgureJ.y.I{ow,1l¡¡i]"1not
strive ts rnlnirltfre the ps#{åoLo6loaL effect of Ene rni.nd

qn anothei mind" fhat certalnJ.y haa i.ts greet val.uø, ffeùther

doIdenythr¿tChrfetfu1fl1.1ed,durån¡¡thgeet1meeof'
trouble, in a snectaL rray, Tris promlse to be always with Ïíis
dfolple*. Yet lt, fleemq to ue nseesgä,vy ånferensø that there
wese them some wrttlngø of aoknswledged apestollc author-
ehtp, ln order to harrronlze+ fsith and re&son tn the minds

of ,thrlsti.ans, but ïs$rê especlally go eøtlofy thsee- euLtured

men and wrmen '¡rho eweLled the rankr of thrlstlans during the
first t'rvo centurLss. r cannot beLieve that rnaster*mlnd,s as

fhe two srements:,, Trenæus and enpecially tlrf.6ôn 3,roeøesued,

oould. have been çonverted to fihrietlænlty¡ rrÐ matter how

and ln whateyer contraet to the
l,nrmerfla.lity of ?¡eafheq!.omn ha.d there not .been any wrlttnge
sf " apoetLes or a.¡rostolf c menrr, tirat aouLd fuJ.ly be reLleé
ffn. ffo becomç *l chrlgtf,an in those tlmeg neant to renouneo

the pleasuteË af ,tlre rsorJ.dr pro,teetl.en of the Latu, l,ife tt.'
self íf need, beo }fien wÍll not lay aoid,e all hopee of ea,rthly
ha;lptneeen unlese they åre çonyfneed, not anly of the bgauty
of thråøtianity but alee of tlre truth of lt. Tr(en with aueh

acknor'¡led.5ed lntellectual airllttlee must have been converted.

by thø .wråtten word ae FauL was converted by the rlvfng
I,ford.

Sut. lt may he asked: ,,{l}rat hae thte to do wlth t}re
s'ourth saepel? "&re not the Bynogrtia ßoøpel* Éuffteient for
ti¡te purylone? les" they &rê. .&nel yet {:}re Tf,ourt}r Gospel
gltows,such lntíuatë underetandlng of Jeguso nueh tender affln-
åty between ïsaster and. disef,pJ.e, uueh ûhrlststragleal" courpreto

R#Bû, Èo ehll.d l"tke faÍth, that, r fail So s€e its raraLl.el
in rvûn,tïr,e f:tynoptås Gosuels. I sðe{ !}reref,ore, ln t}:o
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year 200 AoÐ. , the Ïourbh GospeJ, was unlversall¡r acknow*

led.ged, as the work of St* John, I will then prooeed. from

that d,ate and tra,ce the evfdenee backward, as far as r can"

My first wltness i.s Origen (IBã-254). A mere gtance

at his great d.ogmattc work Tlt p ) LpyD n is( /,/L
sufficlentr He quotes there the !'ourth Gospel over thtrty
tfmes* rt ls undenlable that he re6gards i.t of the sa¡ne rank

as the other Gospels of our cansn or the books of the old,
ttl¿egtanent. special. quotations would be superfluous fn thls ,

oase. Origen wrote in Greek. UnfortunateJ.y most of his mau

rnanuserlpts are lost, but Rrrfinus has given us a r,atin
translation of origenr s workg. rt is trr¡e that ,Terome and,

others accuse Rufinus of having treated the works of Origen
fn an arbltrarl wa¡¡. Be tlhat as lt may; even the pooreet

translatlon is sufflclent for our purpose, showlng abund.-

antly the depend.ence of orlgen on our GoFpeÈ as other books

of Scrlpture

so much for the evrd.ence furnished by the great schol,ar
of Ailexandria, #"o* Afrlcan carthage a volce is heard, about
?,?,o A.Ðr n quotfng the Tourth Gospel. rn the writings of
lertullian such quotations are.numerous. yetr âs he usee

thenr less profusely than Origen r wi].l j.nsert t.wo or three
from t]nal author.

, ïo trrhus, in the Gospel of Johnn the woman of samarfan

when eonverslng wlth the Ï,ord, at the ,n¡ell¡ says, u$o doubt

, again, tf Our fathers worehitrlped.

Ín this mountain, but ye sa¡r, that in "erusalem is the place
where men ought to worshÍpÍ. ( fonn 4:'Iprp0)"

2o rf SalvatLon was of the ÏeÌvsr. ( ¡ofrn 4t, 22, wlth i

change of tense) *,

r.
2n

Advn l.faréionem IV. 35

Adv. Marclonem IV. õ5



l;
t:

I
[:
!'

t;
Þlr.' .

j

i
I

I

ì . sr,r

l"i )

I
l:

¡r"
1'.,:
ì

i.,
L'
I

I

1.
i

ì

I'
i
I
I.

I

I

1

I

l

l

i

I

I

I

I

I
I

It:
I

I

it-
I

i

t,
¡

l¡
i

L

l.
1:
I

i
I

I
i,

I

I.I.
1

i

:

i .ù

-6-

l* I stlll have many things to say unto lou¡ Uulfe
t.

are !ûot yet aþle to bear themn wh6n the Ho3,y SptrÍt shall

oome I{e wit} }ead you into.all truthn" ( In substance
T

John 16: T.2-T.8}

I bave salô enough to prove tlnat the I''ourth Gospe1 was

treated, ln the 6ame manner as other books of Scripture about

the close of the second eentury.rffc will now exa¡nfne tbe writ-
lnge that were published before 200 AnÐr Clement of Alex-

andria ( f ,- f;z}) fs my netct wltnees. That he made use

oû the I'ourttr Gospel cannot be disputed. He quotec the

Gospel at least sixty times ln the Mlecellanies (Zrf'aty,arzts),
and. lrls other wrltlngs bear the sane testimony. I will ln-
sert three exa,mples one from each of hie chief worksr

âE fftr'or the ï,ord says/ I Yo are sf your father, the

d,evll; and, the lusts of your father w111 ye do* He was a'

murderer from the beginnlng, and. abode not i.n truth, ber

cause there is no truth 1n hfmn lflhen he speaketh a lie, hê

speaketh of hls own¡ for he is a llar, and. the father of. idn.
( ¡otrn 8¡ a a)

3r rrYou ere hurried. to d.estructlon, beoausc f light ls
oome lnto the world,, and men have lovecl the darkness rather

t + i ¡ -a\than ltgtrdr. ( ,Iohn õ¡ I9.).

4. ItHe speaks of him as one, tth"t they all may be onç ¡

asThou,tr'ather,artinme.andI?1i''Ihee,thatt'heym?y
a1so,beoneinus:thatthewor1d'maya1sobe1ievethatThou
haet sent rae. and. the glory whlch rhôu haet ßlven me, r
havegiventhem,thattheymaybeoneasweare-o.ne3Iln
them and Thou in me* that they nay be ¡rerfect in onén. . .

(lotrn tt: 2T-ã;31

,.t

I.
2,

3.

A

De Monogamia I. 2

Mlscellanies I, L'l

l¡chort. to the Greeks Ch, I.
The Instructor I. I
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ilåsruæn$ &Ì,3,$s te}åe äîffi åa .f$'tååfi .str*etr tlte {åggþ&l-*} rrflsïe

nÊrå.ttBn. Ïf# s{â,yË ttr{åfl il*lo}tutn fr,rr,øt sf tt&lr }rêffs6lvü.ffi{# t}ltlt.
,.sh$.t hed ref,etr,oït$E tc tlrer høtl,y f.n thm iiompel, sf our

lïerLour. war* quffle;i.6rlt,l"y d,e*ell*ür å"nd i¡e$nff snftrlur*ff$Ê

by h$, f**nåååns f,råondu, $Tr* u*#ød by tlee lþ$,r,$.8, he .,r¿röt#
r./& &p$,fLtiueå iï+opwls. -iÍinæug?r 

hmw heert se$,ê to pret& tha.$

üå*tuml:l& r#åäü,fú$d tlrø Ji'*uc.tÏ:i üpspeÏ" ta be $}le rffofk *f, flt.
Snhn"

ï v¡i.ä3" n*rry radeluoe th* Seståwany nf fhæoBhl3ue nf
ÅstÍ,s*h {ft$*Xmm.&"ff,}. r"qlrsm Stus#bl.!ü6 daçl,ätrqs t6 hmve

been thç slxth btsþop uf, .Antf"ueh ln Syrla, from tho
,]

e#üs*&## " #{ Ín }rtfi w$rk gó ÁrrtnlyøUø ïv$.[tten ab*r*{b

l?$ Jl";ïJ" Slrer* mre f'qund trüfrr& fow e:qpfmËâÈ$ng thrat ffiflffi

#f hes$ F*f}"sst th& 'bhclxÅ#Êrt uf 4h* itntrfth üeøpeÏ,. äm nne

päa*m år¡1ye lw *'ßåræet, quusmt{wrrf ïr.l f,he heglnulnp5 vaø
o 'åhls eËlnteRee ÉE

småd h;r ffhøuplrfïus te hE tlre words nf ,Tohn ðne of n the

i'nø¡'lf,rmd fln#rrÊI. HårÍ"e quotmt$,øn eeÈtåe$'eïã d,subås ,aB f,o fä$,6

vm,*t** sf ttrrm other peËffie{$&s f^n fihe *Ëfi&# wfitrk thra* sft#}s t¡ô

b* *f, J'ohenntne or,Í¿gln.

lrøn¡ar¿s, Ï*Í.mhop eS ï*yunw i Îmnm li'$ff, *fr.rørt åiünÏ, lË
the n¡r¡w* lmp*rtsnt, rsrlter durån¿q tiro çeoonqx hal.f' of the ge-

ænnd o*m*,ury'. T{lw g*er*t wwrk æglmt¡ant t}rs heretåc# { m,noøttao}

åu riluro rlomplotç tï¡nn the wæltln&iø of amy qthes consønpofftxt*

8tTå$ ranologf.st. Ïte in. thæref,strer rrur uaowt* lnrportont '¿ri,tneõ*

*,urÍng tlr$.s pent,oÉ"

Tn n l"eêtsr t* :il,ür,Í.nu$r a llalenûf¡r$.em tlnnaåle lrcnÐrs
16¡$ê,ß6r$ håm th¡rs går#;/ w@r& bu*h *lm*åpåee *rs nr*}.gwr*ngr. äu*
äïffige-sn'-ffi ÏsÍ,{Btvosdg. 4/tn $oor. v}rår.e T wae y** a *Bl' r gëR.rF

ålrse ln ft.swør Å#åe wltlr l.'r*},ywmrn, ntås&sn#rnå.øh[ng flq¡wsr,f år*

1:

f.
ffio
t&'t¡t a

4"

l{us*Xrn l.,l$,æS. 3$o*.3.. Vl"
$ìt¿øeba I'l$.rgt. äiuç1* ätllu
Ad. ,{uto}. ll.
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