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ABSÏRACÏ

This thesis is an examination of the sociaì signif icance of dress

as seen by the writers and editors of the first five books of the

Hebrew Scriptures, the Torah. lt is also a study of the social

funct i ons of dress i n Anc i ent Hebrew cu I ture accord i ng to the Torah .

The source examíned was the first five books of the Jewish Pubìication

Society of.America's, 'l985, TANAKH. These books include Genesis,

Exodus, Levi ticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.

A content anaìysis was performed using a system of categorizations

of dress functions based on two categories, the instrumental and the

express i ve funct i ons, deve I oped by Roach and E i cher (lgøÐ . Gender of

dress use was examined, as wel ì as rel igious versus generic dress

term i no I ogy .

The data i nd i cated that the wr i ters and ed i tors of the Torah may

have viewed dress as a dichotomy, its rituaì versus its secular use.

The rituaì dress identified tended to be male oriented, and described

in detai I, making it fairìy easy for the reader to discern the

i'dentity of the wearer and his group affiliations. Conversely, the

results of the secular dress data are inconcìusive.

There is some indication that dressing for protection was a primary

function of dress for the Ancient Hebrews. Otherwise, the data

indicate that dress function is situatíon specific.

- tv -
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T NTR(]DUCT it)N

The true flavor of a societyrs culture can be seen to vary

over time and environmentaì setting. This diversity is refìected in a

societyrs technicaì, aesthetic, moral, and ri tuaì istic patterns. 0ne

of the vivid symboì s cìosely paral I el i ng these cul tural patterns i s

dress. The use of dress as a social expression has been studied in the

fieìds of anthropoìogy, archaeology, history, phi losophy, psychoìogy,

and sociology. (Brown, 1963; Pritchard, 1969; 14i lgrom, i983;

Crawford, 1940; Flugel, 1956; Brenninkmeyer, 1963)

The present study focuses on the functions of dress in Ancient

Hebrew cuìture using the books of the Torah as its principal source.

The Torah is a preserved collection of myths, sagas, legaì codes and

legends. As weì l, it is a reì igious interpretation of the ì ife and

history of a people. (Cornfeld, 1976) Dress is often used as one of

the features of a legend to elaborate specific details of the Ancient

Hebrew's culture. For example, in the legend of the golden calf,

dress is used to i ì lustrate the values of mourning, subservience, and

shame when the people were told to rrleave off their finery'r unti I

their God considers what punishment they wi I I receive for having been

faithìess (Exodus 33). Looking at how dress functions in this legend

and in others throughout the books, dress can be viewed as a

non-verba ì I anguage that commun i cates i nformat i on about the Anc i ent

Hebrew peopìe to readers of the Torah.

-t
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lnformation gained from this study can add to other data from

the fields of archaeology and ancient history to achieve a better

understanding of the overal I sociaì patterns of the peopìe of Ancient

I srael .

PurBose

The focus of th i s study was an exam i nat i on of the soc i a I

functions of dress in the Torah in I ight of theìr significance to the

culture of the Ancient Hebrews. The general purposes of this study

were:

1. To compi le a comprehensive data base on references to dress in

the Torah.

2. To examine the relationship between Ancient lsrael's use of

dress in goal-directed behavior and its use in communicating

values, bel iefs, and individual ity. (Roach and Eicher, 1965)

3. To explore the significance of dress as seen by the writers and

editors of the ïorah.

Specifjc 0bjectives

Specifical ly, the objectives were:

l. To elucidate the inter-relationships of the different functions

of dress in the Torah, using categorizations based on Roach and

E i cher 's two categor i es of dress funct i ons.

2. To determine the significance of dress as seen by the writers

and editors of the Torah.
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To determine the importance of dress in Ancient Hebrew society.

Onerational Def ini tions

The fol ìowing terms were used in this study:

Soc i al Funct i on of Dress: refers to how dress may serve to satisfy a

I t i nc I udes the express i ve andperceived need, desire, or motivation.

i nstrumenta ì funct i ons of dress .

Expressive Functions of Dress: refers to how dress may serve to

satisfy emotional and/or communicative needs. (Roach and Eicher,

196Ð (e.g., the wearing of priestly vestments for ritual purposes

communicates to others that the person wearing the garment is a

pr i est) .

lnstrumentaì Functions of Dress: refers to how dress may serve to

attain rewards. (Roach and Eicher, 196Ð (e.g., \^/ar gear can serve a

protect i ve funct i on i f worn to batt I e) .

Culture: is that I'complex whoìe which incìudes knowledge, beì ief,

art, moraìs, law, custom, and any other capabi I ities and habits

acquired by man as a member of society." (Tyler in Horn, 1968, p,22)

3.

Dress:

the act

the garments and ornaments worn

of cover i ng the body w i th c I othes

by men and women, as well as

and ornaments.

i n the Torah wh i ch descr i beDress Terms: refers to specific terms

dress. (e.g., clothe, veil, or raiment)



Reference: is defined as the occurrence of a Dress Term or a

combination of Dress Terms in the Torah.

Sociaì Siqnificance of Dress: is the value of dress to the culture

of a society.

Torah: ref ers to the Laws of l'loses, a ìso ca I led the Pentateuch, or

the first five books of the Hebrew ScripturesIl].

Assurot ions and L imi tat ions

l. This study is not one of Ancient Hebrew scholarship, rather ¡t

is a study of dress of the Torah from an anthropoìogicaì point

of vi ew.

2. Since this study works from a translation of original

documents, it invariabìy runs the risk of prior interpretation

particular to the translators.

3. This is a study of dress from a rel igious historical text.

Because of this, it does not necessari ìy represent the culture

from a purely historical point of view.

4. ln the Torah, there are only 323 references to dress. Because

the d i fferent types of dress have been co I I apsed to I 4

categories, the confidence level of statistical anaìysis is

lbw. Therefore generai izations cannot be made and trends may

only be inferred.



REVIEU (]F LITERATURE

This chapter is dìvided into two sections presenting pertinent

literature on; (a) the Torah, and (b) the social significance òf

dress.

The Torah

À Descriotion

The Hebrew Scriptures are divided into three sections:

(a) the Torah , or Laws of f'loses ; (b) the Nev i ' im, or Books of the

Prophets; and (c) the Ketuvim, or Writings of the Kings. A review of

the three sections showed that the Torah is the best source for the

study because of the number of references to dress found in it.

Sometimes referred to as the Pentateuch, the Torah contains the first

five books of the Hebrew Scripture books cal led Genesis, Exodus,

Lev i t i cus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.

Genesi s.

The book of Genesis, which is the first text in the Hebrew

Scriptures, is a compilation of numerous sagas and legends. The first

of these legends is the story of the creation of earth, peopìe, plants

and animals. Second'l y, a series of sagas are recounted portraying the

sins of peopìe and the power of God. These sagas and ìegends include

the weìl known stories about Adam and Eve, Noah and the flood, Sodom

-5-



and Gomorraho

Joseph.

lsaac and Rebekkah, Jacob and Esau, and the I ife of

Exdus.

The second book of the Torah is one of cult ìegends, beginning

with the story of the Hebrewsroppression in Egypt and how the people

managed to escape to the Sinai. Exodus telìs of the experiences of

Hoses and Aaron and the story of the Ten Commandments. Some laws for

the people are enumerated. A Tent of Heeting, the Ark of the

Tabernacle and ritual priestìy clothing are described. The peoples'

ìack of faith, stubborness, and faults run as a strong undercurrent

al I through the text. The stories describe the consequences of these

weaknesses.

Leviticus.

The book of Leviticus deals with the ìaws of ritual sacrifice

and cleanì i ness. As weì l, there are some exhortations di rected

towards the moral behavior of the Hebrews. The harvest festival and

the Day of Atonement are mentioned, fol ìowed by promises and threats

directed ioward the people which they may risk if they do not follow

the laws as set forth.

Nurùers.

Numbers begin with the results of a census of the people with

Hoses and Aaron in the Sinai. The peopìe are divided into twelve

groups according to their forefathers; ten were descended from

Joseph's brothers and two were descended from his sons. The Levites,
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the descendants of Josephrs brother Levi, were aìso counted, but were

given a different status. They were designated as servants of their

God, and g iven the task of the upkeep of the Tent of l'leet ings and the

Ark of the Tabernacìe. The priestly duties of Aaron and his sons were

a ì so reported here.

l'lore legal codes with regards to laws of property and

inheritance are included in this book. 0nce again, several incidences

depicting the faithlessness and stubborness of the Hebrews resuìting

in the wrath of their God are interwoven in the text.

Deutenonomy.

The f i na I book of the Torah records Hoses' f i na I

hortatories[2] to the Hebrews. ln it, the victorious battles against

other groups of the desert are recounted. Also included is the story

of how the Ten Commandments, the bas is f or Hebrew law, r^/ere

establ ished. An elaboration of the possible rewards or punishments

the Hebrews may incur as a result of their attitudes toward the ìaws

is included.

Laws regard i ng the eat i ng of certa i n foods ' treatment of

captured enemies, festivaìs, ritual sacrifices, charity and loans are

I isted. Prophetical blessings and curses are aìso mentioned in this

book. The narrative ends with l'loses blessing the Hebrews before he

died.



0r igi ns

The Torah originated in the geographical area referred to in

modern times as the Hiddle East[3]. The ìand of the early Hebrews,

Canaan, was smal I compared to the surrounding lands of the Assyrians,

Persians, Babyìoniansr oF Egyptians. Each of these nations ruìed

Canaan at different times in history. lt was an economical ly and

politicaìly desirabìe land because two major trade routes passed

through it since J000 BCE[4]. (Wright, 1945)

Though the ìegends of the Torah occur before the Hebrews

entered Canaan, the stories were not written in their present form

unti I the first half of the third century BCE. This was some time

after the Hebrew exi les returned from Babyìon. Because the Hebrews

did not live in a historicaì vacuum and that the legends and legal

codes developed over a great span of time, ¡t is difficult to know

which, if any, of these legends are truly of Hebrew origin.

I t i s beì i eved that when the Hebrews f i rst entered Canaan

c.1225 BCE., they encountered a population which aìready had a well

developed literary tradition. (Gordon, 196Ð Discoveries at Ras Shamra

support this bel ief. Written material about cultic (rel igious)

practices has been found that predates the Hebrews' conquest. (Hooke,

1970) As well, recent excavations have uncovered much l'lesopotamian,

Canaanite, Hittite, and Egyptian literature. These sources show that

the Torah is I'saturated with the popular lore of the Ancient Near

Eastrl (Gastor, 1967, p.xxxvi) .



Authorshio and Datino

Reading Deuteronomy, ffiây ìead one to bel ieve that l4oses wrote

every word in the five books of the Torah, but scholars now agree that

these books are a compilation of the works of many writers, scribes,

editors, anC priests. The books were derived from oral traditions, a

result of a "long history of growth, compi ìation and transmission"

(Cornfeìd, 1976, p.2). This accounts for the many inconsistencies and

styì istic differences found in the Torah. Chase cal led it a rrl ibrary

of the most diverse character" (1955, p.28) .

The study of Bibìicaì authorship has been a widely debated

subject for over a century. Schoìars have researched this field

through a critical literary analysis of the original scriptures. The

most widely accepted theory of the process by which the Torah emerged

i s the so-ca I I ed I'Documentary Hypothes i s" of Vatke, Graf and

Weìlhausen (Cornfeìd, 1976 Friedman, 1987). They distinguished four

separate sources of the Pentateuch. Two of these, denoted by the

symbols J and E consisted of paraì lel narratives. lt is theorized

that these or i g i nated before the 8th-7th centur i es BCE. but were

combined and edited at some point in time. (Cornfeld) They reflected

the earl iest stage in the development of the Hebrew rel igion.

(Friedman) A third source is thought to have come into existence

before 622 BCE. by a group of reformers. This document, known as !,
wr i tten by the Deuteronomi sts, underwent expans i on and revi s i on after

the return of the Hebrew exiles from Babylon. (Hooke, 1970) This stage

in the development of the Hebrew religion was known as the age of the

prophets and it dealt with the spiritual and ethical values of the
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people. (Friedman) Final ìy, the document known as !, or priestly

writings, containing cultic ìaws, rituals, and history was compiled

during or after the Exi le in the 6th century BCE. (Cornfeld, Hooke)

Though the Documentary Hypothesis is still generally accepted'

'rcritical analysis of the sources tended to multiply revisors and

revisions... and bred an increasingly sceptical attitude towards Iit]"

(Hooke, 1970, p.169). Scandinavian theorists expound the

Traditio-historical method, with its emphasis on the oral traditions,

whi le Gunkeì and von Rad tend towards the Form-criticaì method of

textual analysis[5]. Hooke suggests that the final form of

Deuteronomy is what inspired the arrangement of the other books in the

Torah.

Tnans I at ions

The first known translation of the original books was made

into Aramaic for the Hebrews of the north and east of Judah c.l!0 BCE.

(tRtlRltH, 1985) A Greek translation was undertaken in Alexandria, Egypt

about this time as wel l. (Roberts, .l970) A second translation, the

Latin Vulgate, was written by Jerome c.390 CE. This became the

accepted vers i on for use by European Chr i stendom unt i ì the

reformat i on. (TANAKH)

l'lost modern English versions of the Torah make extensive use

of the Authorized King James versìon of .l6.11. 
TANAKH (lgA¡), the

translation selected as the primary source for this study has been

compi led by over !0 Hebrew scholars using documents from original

Hebrew sources, but ref I ect i ng contemporary schol arsh i p.
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Dness in the Torah

Previous studies of dress as found in the Torah have either:

(a) focused on the h i stor i cal styl es of dress worn by the Anc i ent

Hebrews and ne i ghbour i ng popu I at i ons (Rubens , 1967; Corswant, I 960;

Encycìopedia Judaica, l97i); or (b) have concerned themselves with

specific passages in the books, linking dress symboìicaììy to

moralistic or sumptuary laws (Carmichael, 1982; iiliìgrom' 1983) ; or

(c) have mentioned dress as part of a discussion of motifs in

folktales (Gastor, 1967). The present study was undertaken in an

attempt to discern the sociaì significance of dress as seen by the

wr i ters and ed i tors of the Laws of l'loses.



12

The Social Significance of Dress

Motivations and Perceived FunctÍons of Dness

Social scientists have attempted to expìain why human beings

dress the way they do. Severaì reasons have been given to ìend

i ns i ght i nto th i s human behav i or .

Harms (1938), a psychologist, says that motives for dress

aríse from the natural environment and from socioìogical or cultural

phenomena. Some thirty years later, Rosencranz (1972) saw dress as a

"psychological means of beìonging to, or merging with the environment,

or of being unique and individuaI" (p.vi i).

appear to be consistent with each other.

These points of view

0n the other hand, Langner (1959) theorized that the most

i mportant funct i on of dress i s the sat i sfact i on of human needs. He

categorized these functions as: aesthetic, uti I itarian, seduction, and

indication of status. ln interpreting dress as fuìfi ì I ing some of

man's needs, Laver (l 969) , i n agreement wi th Langner, sa i d that cho i ce

of dress is governed by whether the form of dress will show man's

status, attract erotic attention, or help make ì iving and working

easier. Lurie (1981) holds the same view as Laver but has added

spirîtual reason as a motivation to dress.

f'lasìow (1962), â pioneer in the study of needs, developed a

theoretical hierarchy of human needs extending from lower to higher

needs that people are motivated to satisfy. These needs are:

physiological, safety, love or belonging, esteem, and

self-actuaìization. l'laslow theorized that man must satisfy his lower
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needs - physiologicaì and safety before he is motivated to satisfy his

higher or self-actual izing needs. According to Haslowrs theory' man

dresses to satisfy his needs for warmth and protection before dressing

for psycho I og i ca ì enhancement .

Although there is some disagreement as

motivations of dress i s, the three most often

protection, modesty, and self adornment.

Brenn i nkmeyer , 1963; Kefgen 6 Touch i e-Sprecht,

Sproì es, 1979)

to what the primary

cited in I iterature are

(Flugel, 1956;

I 98 I ; Ghurye , 1951 i

Recognizing that clothing can serve a number of different

purposes and that developing a definitive list was difficult, Roach

and E i cher (t g6¡) proposeC two categor i es that they bel i eved cou I d be

used to analyze the different functions of cìothing. The categories

proposed were expressive and instrumental and were explained as

fol lows:

The express i ve funct i on i nvo I ves the emot i ona I and
commun i cat i ve aspects of dress. Through dress one may

express individual ity by stressing unique physical features
or by using unique aesthetics. 0r through dress one may
express group affi I iation or the values and standards of the
group. ln an expressive sense, therefore, clothing divuìges
something about each human being- his bel iefs, his
sentiments, his status and rank' his place within the power
structure... Dress may symbolize ties to specific social
groups such as fami ly, sociaì class, occupation or rel igion.

Cìothi ng may al so be i nstrumentaì , i nvolvi ng

rational use of dress in goal-directed behavior. Cìothing
may be utî I itarian and protective; it may be used to attain
desired rewards. Some rewards may be subtle, such as broad
feel ings of comfort and security. Hore specific rewards may

be getting a job, winning friends t ot finding a partner for
marriage... clothing may be employed to change status,
perhaps to move from one social class to another....

Clothing may also aid in transactions necessary for
the attainment of other material and nonmaterial objectives.
(p.6)
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They further maintained that "dress and adornment are cultural

products whose design and use are subject to cultural patterning"

(ibid.). Substantiating this point, Ryan (1966) indicated that,

though the opinion's of scientists about the motivations for dress

vary f rom t'explanations stressing the innateness of motives to those

emphasizing environmental causes, from physiologicaì explanations to

those using external factors or the unconscious" (p.4.l), it seems from

the evidence avai lable, that dress and dress symbols are cultural ìy

specific.

Clothing Values and Culture

Tyler (1968) defines cuìture as that "compìex whoìe which

includes knowledge, bel iefs, art, morals, law, custom, and any other

capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member of society"

(p.22). "lt includes the physical manifestations of the group as

exhibited in clothing, shelter, tools and so on" (Brown, 1963, p.3).

0ther social scientists perceived dress as a reflection of the

prevaìent attitudes and underlying values of a culture. (Starr, l90l;

Dearborn, l9l8; Dunlay, 1928; Ryan' 1966)

Cìothing does not only function to meet human needs but'rit

aìso communicates the human conditions, traditions and values of a

societyrr (Kefgen ê Touchie-Sprecht, .l981, p.8l) . Values are both

modes of conduct and concepts of desirable conditions stemming from

specific needs, attitudes, and interests. They act to direct,

restrict, or motivate behavior, by guiding and determining actions.

Values are products of an índividual's experiencesr âS a member of a



group and the cuìture to which he belongs"

1973; Ryan, 1966)

15

(Kohìman, 1962; Rokeach,

Rokeach (lglÐ distinguished between two functional ly related

types of vaìues: (a) lnstrumentaì values, which are modes of conduct

or behavìor and; (b) Terminal values, which are concepts of desirable

end-states of ex i stence, cond i t i ons, oF goa ì s. He devel oped a rank

order test in 1973 caì led the Value Survey. Using this instrument,

Rokeach found significant reìationships between behavior and values.

Earlier, Spranger (1928), in an effort to show that menrs

personal i ties are understood better by knowi ng thei r vaìues, deveìoped

six categories for ideal types of men. These six categorìes, each

based upon cne dominant value are; theoretical, economic, aesthetic,

sociaì, poì iticaì, and rel igious. An individual may belong to one' or

any of a combination of the six ideal types. Using these

cìassif ications as a general measure, the Slug_y of Values. was

developed by Aì ìport and Vernon (1931) and later revised by Aì ìport,

Vernon and Lindzey (1960) to test the relative strengths of these

dominant values in people. This categorization of general values and

variations of it have been used in several studies as theoretical

guides to assist researchers in understanding peopìe by relating the

six generaì values to clothing values and behaviors. (Lapitsky, l96l;

Creekmore, 1963)

Creekmore (l ge¡) i nvest i gated the rel at i onsh i p between

clothing behavior, general values and the striving for basic needs.

She found some evidence showing a relationship between clothing
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behaviors and values, but concluded that needs may have a greater

effect on cìothing behavior than vaìues. Two years later, using

Atlporr er aì.'s (ì960) Study of Values and Lapitsky's (1961) Clothing

Values, Creekmore (lg6Ð devised a test measuring eight relative

clothing values. These are; aesthetic, economic, expìoratory,

political, religious, sensory, sociaì, and theoretical vaìues.

A number of recent studies reìating clothing values and

general values of different ethnic groups have used Creekmorers Ogel

or 196Ð stud i es of va I ues or var i at i ons of them. (O i ckey , 1967 ;

Harrison,1969; Kim,197O; Hao,1971; Hart,1977) 0f these, Hao

studied clothing behavior and values among Chinese and American

col lege students. lt was found that the groups ranked the general

values in different orders of importance. Results aìso indicated that

the two groups placed different emphasis on clothing behaviors. ln

Hartrs comparison of the cìothing vaìues between Anglo-American and

Afro-American high schooì students, Creekmore's modified vaìue scale

was used. Results indicated that both groups ranked clothing values

i n the same way.

From an anthropologicaì perspective, Kluckhohn (1961)

theorized that ordered variations in vaìue orientations is a key

factor i n the understand i ng of any cu I ture. She def i ned va I ue

or i entat i ons as:

compìex but definitely patterned (rank-ordered) principìes
resuìting from the transactionaì interplay of three
anaìyticaì ly distinguishable elements of the evaluative
process-- the cogni tive, the affective, and the di rective
elements-- which give order and direction to the everfìowing
stream of human acts and thoughts as these relate to the
solution of 'common human' problems' (p.4)
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Her Value 0rientations Schedule was a method of eì iciting vaìue

differences among four generaì value orientations; man-nature, time,

activity, and reìational. "According to Kluckhohn, almost al ì aspects

of the sociaì life of a peopìe give expression, in varying degrees, to

the basic values which are characteristic of one culturer' (Senga,

r985, p.lo).

Using Kluckhohn's (1961) Vaìue of 0rientations Scheduìe, a

modified version of Creekmorers (lg6:) general values, and a revised

and expanded version of Lapitsky's (1961) clothing vaìues, l'lendoza

OgAÐ conducted a cross cultural investigation of the relative

importance of values in the clothing patterns of Filipino and American

female universit), students. Results revealed a positive relationship

between clothing values and their paralìeì general values. She also

found differences between the two groups in their rank order of

importance regarding their clothing and general values.

Somewhat earl ier, Ghurye (195.l) examined the differences in

underìying attitudes to dress of European and lndian societies. He

bel ieved that rrfor a correct interpretation of a peoplers attitude

towards costume it is desirable to have as clear and precise a

classification of dress as is possible...r'. He separated dress into

two classes: (a) the gravitational, where the faì l of the fabric is

important; and (b) the anatomical, where the fabric is tailored to the

body I ines. Within each of these classes, five categories were used

to analyze the forms- of dress. The f ive categories follow the body

dividing it into the areas of the head, chest, waist, hips and thighs'

and the lower ìegs. Using this format, Ghurye found that European
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dress was essential ly anatomical, conceal ing, yet emphasizing, whereas

lndian dress was fundamentaììy gravitational and concealing. He

conc I uded that:

Generaì ly European society looks upon costume not only as an
item of personal attractiveness but also as a fashioner of
personaìity. lt is convinced of its psychoìogical and
sociaì significance. lndian society, orr the other hand,
looks upon costume as an insignificant appendage, which is
at its best a decoration and at its worst a deception.
(p. I 7)

He fur ther exp I a i ned that the s ty I e of

much less important than the oroper use

j ewe I ry, and other ornaments .

garment in lndian society was

of unguents, scents, fìowers,

Sunnary of the Social Significance of Dress

Considerable theoretical and scientific research have been

pubì ished which examine certain persc¡nal ity variables and clothing

behaviors. Recent studies which focus on how clothing values differ

between cuìtures have attempted to correlate their findings with other

inter-cultural values. lt is difficult to fully integrate the results

of these few investigations, as they tend to be fairly situation

specific.
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This chapter defines content analysis and explains how it was

used to coì lect data for this study. lt also describes the source of

data, the instrumentation used, categorizations of the data, the

pre-test, and the methods used for data anaìysis.

Content Analysjs Defined

Fox def i ned content ana ì ys i s as "a procedure for the

categor i zat i on of verba I or behav i ora I data, for the purposes of

classification, summarization, and tabulation'r (lggg, p.646), Holsti

described content analysis as ilan appì ication of scientific methods to

documentary evidence... for making inferences by objectively and

systematicaìly identifying specified characteristics of a message"

(lgeg, pp.5 6 l4). ln other words, the aims of content anaìysis are

to permit data to be objectiveìy drawn, systematical ìy col lected, and

used to generaìize findings or make comparisons. By using this

approach one is able to study and make inferences about the vaìues and

attitudes toward dress of a society which is no ìonger avai Iabìe for

direct verification.

ln content anaìysis, data does not fall into categories, it is

placed there by the researcher according to definitions which he has

developed. An important note from Fox (1969) states,

The data wh i ch emerge are
of the analysis attempted,

extreme'l y sensitive to the nature
to the unit of content selected,

_ lg _
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and to the researcher ¡s expectat i ons
categories he develops. ln a sense,
personal statement by the researcher
the data. (p.656)

as reflected in the
content analysis is a

of his perception of

The data for thi

of the 1985 edition of

Sounce of Data

s study were drawn from the first five books

TANAKH: The New Translation of the Holy

Scr i ptures Accord i nq to the Trad i t i ona ì Hebrew Text. The books used

were; Genesi s, Exodus, Levi ticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. They

comprise the first section of TANAKH and are referred to as the Laws

of l'1oses, the Torah, or the Pentateuch.
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Instrunent Developruent and Procedures

Content analysis was used to: (a) draw data from the Torah;

(b) categorize and code the data, using a model based upon Roach and

E i cher ' s categor i es of dress funct i ons- the express i ve and the

instrumental; and (c) to attempt to draw inferences about the social

s i gn i f i cance of dress to the Anc i ent Hebrews and to the wr i ters and

editors of the Torah.

Pant 1: Drawinq data fnøn the ïorah

ln I ieu of a computerized concordance to TANAKH, which is not

yet avai lable from the Jewish Publ ication Society of America,

the data were drawn from this translation by reading through

the text and noting al I of the terms mentioned relating to

dress. The accuracy of this ì ist was checked against Strong's

0926) Exhaustive Concordance to the Bible[6].

2" Rules were establ ished to clarify what words were deemed

acceptable as DreSS Terms. The criteria used for establ ishing

these ruìes were that a Dress Term may be a noun, pronoun, oF

verb that refers to; (a) garments or ornaments worn by the

people mentioned in the Torah, or (b) the act of covering their

bod i es wi th c ì oth i ng or ornaments. (see exampì e on page 22)

By def i n i t i on, references cons i st of one or more dress terms.

Rules clarifying the guidel ines for determination of references

were establ ished. See Appendix A and example on page 22.

3.
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4. Next, a I ist of these references was compi led in order, from

the first occurrence in the books of Genesis, to the last one

in Deuteronomy. This ì ist became the Database of References to

Dress in the Torah. lt is found in Appendix B. (see exampìe

be I ow)

EXAMPLE

Deuteronomy l.4l: You replied to me, saying, "l,le stand
guilty before the LORD. We will go up now and fight, just as
the L0RD our God commanded us." And you al ì girded
yourselves u¡jth f*an geaf and recklessìy started for the hi ì I

country. Iitaì ics added]

a) The terms in this verse relating to dress and ornaments are

qirded and war qear. These are the DreSS Tenms.

b) When combined, they become a reference of dress.

c) This reference to dress is listed in the Database of Dress

as:

Paragraph Book. Chapter.Verse Reference

99 Deuteronomy l.4l girded...gear(war)
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Pant 2: CateoonizatÍon and cdification of the data.

I,/ith the database establ ished, the modeì f or separating dress

funct i ons i nto two broad categor i es, wi th assoc i ated sub-categor i es,

based upon Roach and Eicherrs instrumental and expressive functions of

dress, was determined. The sub-categories were designed to include

the functions of dress defined by Roach and Eicher (tg0¡) as wel I as

those suggested by other researchers in the field. (Sproìes, 1979;

Langner,1959; Lurie, l98l; l'laslow, 1962; Flugel, 1956; Brenninkmeyer,

1963; Kefgar and Touch i e-Sprecht, I 98 I ; Ryan, 1966)

Categorizatjon and Definitjons of Dness Defined.

Cateqories and Definitions of the lnstrumental Functions

a) ll - Protective - where dress is used to protect the wearer

from the elements, from evi I or supernatural forces.

(.e.g., put veil over, Exodus 34233)

b) 12 - Comfort/Convenience - where dress is used to heìp

attain the rewards of comfort, security or ease in dai ìy

living. (e.g., cìothing, Genesis 28:20)

I ? - Chanqe of Rank or Statgs - where the refe¡'ence to dress

is shown to aid in wearer's change in role or social class.

(e.g., stripped of their tunics, Genesis 37:23)

l4 - Sexual Reward - where the function of a dress reference

c)

d)

is used to el icit sexual response, attract erotic

or to seduce. (e.g., covered her face with a vei

38:15)

attent i on

l, Genesis
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e) l5 - 0ther Rewards - where the function of dress is to aid

i n "transact i ons necessary for the atta i nment of other

material or nonmaterial objectives" (Roach and Eicher, p.6)

(e.g., remove...sandals, Exodus 3:5)

Cateqories and Definitions of the Expressive Functions

a) El ldentifies Wearer - where the reference to dress

symbol ical ly expressed the specific identity of the wearer

(e.g., Josephrs ornamental tunic, Genesis 37:32)

b) E2 - Describes Dress - where the reference described the

unique physicaì features or unique aesthetics of the Dress

Term. (e.g., war gear, Deuteronomy l:41)

c) E3 - ldentif ies Group Aff i I iation - where the reference

heìped to estabìish knowìedge about the wearer's ties to

specific social groups, social class or occupation. (e.g.,

girded with war gear, Deuteronomy l:4.l)

d) E4 - Part of a Reliqious Ritual - where the reference to

dress is used to help express values of spiritual or ritual

observances. (e.g., sacral vestments, Exodus 2922Ð

e) E5 - 0ther Symbol s - where the reference to dress i s used to

express or communicate some

El-E4 above. (e.9., put on.

symboì other than mentioned in

..finery, Exodus 33:\)
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Çdif ication of the Data.

Codes for the co l ì ect i on of data were then estab I i shed.

Though these codes are expìained thoroughly in Appendix C, an exampìe

is given here for the sake of cìarity.

EXAMPLE

Deuteronomy ì .4 I : You rep I i ed to me, say i ng, "We stand
guiìty before the L0RD. We wiìl go up now and fight, just as
the LORD our God commanded us.r' And you al I ginded
yourselves u¡ith war gea¡ and recklessly started for the hi I I

country. Ii taì i cs added]

Thi s reference i s coded '309/99/5. t.4l /1/222/l+' .

ì. J0! means that this is the 309th reference to dress in the

Torah.

2. $! means that it is found in the 99th paragraph of dress

references.

3. 5..l.41 indicates Deuteronomy, chapter l, verse 4.l.

4. I means this is the first reference to gear in this paragraph.

5. 222 indicates that a verb and the noun, gear, are being used

together to form a reference.

6. 4 indicates that the gender of the wearers of the gear is not

made c ì ear.

Due to the nature of the research, it was decided that the

paragraphs found before and after a particular reference to dress may

be used to assess the appropriate placement of a particular reference

to dress.
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Pant 3: Pnetests

To get an unbiased reaction to the function of clothing,

readers from different fieìds of study were chosen. The same readers

were used for both pretests.

A test of face vaì idity for the defined categories of dress

funct i on was undertaken. The def i n i t i ons of the ten dress

categor i es of i nstrumental and express ive funct i ons were I i sted

and given to three independent readers aìong with a random

order I ist of the names of the categories. The readers were

asked to match up definitions with the categories and place

them beside their appropriate function. All of the definitions

were pìaced correctly with their respective functions. Eight

of the ten categories were placed correctly by two of the

readers, whi le the third matched everything correctly. Two of

the def i n i t i ons were revi sed, to meet the consensus of the

researcher and the three other readers.

To assess the rel iabi I ity of the instrument, a pre-test using a

random sampìe of thirty references was conducted. Readers were

asked to review the operationaì definitions of the Dress Terms

and ruìes for col lecting data. They were asked to code each

sampìe reference according to the rules they had read. They

were also asked to record questions or probìems they may have

encountered. The results showed that there was no significant

d i fference between the researcher ' s resu I ts and the resu ì ts

arr ived at by the three readers, X2 (2, ¡l = \2) =

3,833, P < .r0.

)



RESULTS

This study is an attempt to explore the significance of dress

as seen by the writers and editors of the Torah, and to determine the

importance of dress in Ancient Hebrew society. Results of the study

are presented in three parts:

l. frequency of references to dress,

2. the use of gender associated with dress, and

3. the reìationship between the expressive and instrumentaì

funct i ons of dress.

Where possibìe, the chi-square test of independence was used to

descr i be the strength of assoc i at i on between Dress Terms, funct i ons of

dress, books of the Torah, and gender use.

References to Dress

Forty-three types of dress were identified. Due to the number

of times certain types of dress were mentioned, the data code was

condensed from 43 classes into 14. Two classes of Dress Terms were

identified: (a) Reì igious Dress Terms, referring to eight types of

dress frequently used in the books with rel igious ritual- breastpiece,

breeches, ephod, headdress, robe, sashesn tunic, and vestments; and

(b) Generic Dress Terms, referring to al I other Dress Terms. (see

Append i x E)

-27-
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f requency of occurrence of each

i ng ornaments were entered under

th five or fewer references were

placed in the category other.

The Dress Terms referred to most often in the Hebrew

Scriptures were ciothes, vestments, ephod, and breastpiece. These

four Dress Terms account for more than half of aì I references to dress

i n the Torah.

The difference in the patterns of use for the Dress Terms,

clothing and cìothes was found to be statistical ly significant

(x'(4, N = 56) = 2l+.57, p < .001) over the f ive books, hence cìothing

and clothes were given separate categories. As wel l, the Dress Term

cìothes is mentioned 27 out of 46 times in the book of Leviticus whiìe

the Dress Term cìothing is not mentioned in this book at alì.

The book of Exodus contains 170 out of 323 references to

dress, with 133 of these ì/0 references made to Rel igious Dress Terms.

l'1ost notab le are the breastp iece and the ephod wh ich are f ound 33 out

of 35 and 3J out of 38 times respectively, in the book of Exodus. 0n

the other hand, none of the Reì igious Dress Terms are mentioned in the

book of Deuteronomy. As well, there are onìy four references to

Reìigious Dress Terms in the book of Numbers. All four of them refer

to the Dress Term vestments.

Furthermore, the books of Numbers and Deuteronomy account for

onty 32 out of 323 references to dress. They contain references to

only six categories of dress: clothes, clothing, garment' vestments,

ornaments and other.
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F requency of

TABLT I

0ccurrence of Dress Terms

Dress
Term N

Books of the Torahl

Gen . Ex. Lev. Num. Deut.

Rel iqious Dress Terms

breastpiece
breeches
ephod
h eadd res s
r obe
sashes
tunic
ves tmen t s

tota l

35
6

38
t0
ì8

8
2l+

44
183

Generic Dress Terms

c I othes
clothing
ga rmen t
veil
or naments
other

tota I

TOTAL

I+6

ì0
20

6
25

33
r40

323

0
0
0
ar

2

0
12
0

t4

33
l+

37
ô
o

r4
5
I

2l+

133

2

2
j

2

2

3
4

t6
32

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
4
4

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

I
3

9
3

t0
o

l+2

2

5
?

3

9
15

37

27
n

1

0
l
\

33

6S

72o2
3l+
00
5oo5
15 t3

56 t70 r9 r3

Note: lGen. = Genesis, Ex. = Exodus, Lev. = Leviticus,
Num. = Numbers, Deut. = Deuteronomy.

The Use of Gender As Associated With Dress

Tab l e 2, page J0, shows the re l at i onsh i p between gender use

and books of the Torah in the use of dress. The difference in

patterns of use for males and females was found to be statisticaì ìy

signif icant X'(4, N = 279) = 56.36, p < .00.l. over the f ive books of

the Torah.
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TABLE 2

Relationship Between Gender and Books of the Torah in Use of
Dress Terms

Gender N %

Book of the Torahr

Gen. Ex. Lev. Num. Deut.

lvlale only 261 8l
Female only 18 6

Both or
Undetermined2 44 l3

ToTAL 323 r00

39 146 63 9 4

l3 2 o 0 3

t+222106

56 r7o 6s r9 13

Note: rGen. = Genesis, Ex. = Exodus, Lev. = Leviticus,
Num. = Numbers, Deut. = Deuteronomy.

2Any references in which it was difficult to cìassify
gender, or where boih male and female gender were
used together were placed in this category.

Eighty-one percent of references to gender were attributed to

male and only 6% to female use. lt was dìfficuìt to classify gender

in 13"4 of the Dress Terms.

References to female use of dress was found most often in the

book of Genesis. l.Jhiìe a large number of references to maìe use of

dress was found in the book of Exodus (146 reterences), 63 of 65

references attributabìe to male use were found in the book of

Leviticus.
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between gender andTable 3,

Dress Terms found

page Jl, shows

i n the books of

the reìationship

the Torah.

TABLE 3

Reìationship Between Gender and Dress Terms found in the Books
of the Torah

Gender

Dress
Term N

Itla le Fema le Both or
Only Only Undeter.

n
ø,
,6 n

Q7ô n
o,
,6

Rel igious Dress Terms

breastp i ece
breeches
ephod
headd r es s
robe
sa s hes
tunic
ves tments

tota ì

35
6

38
t0
l8

8
2\
44

183

Generic Dress Terms

c I othes
clothing
garment
veil
or namen ts
other

tota I

TOTAL

46
l0
20

6
25

33
r40

323

3\ 976 roo
37 97
l0 100
r8 r00
I loo

2b t00
44 r00

l8t 98

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
u
0
0
0
0

13
00
r3
00
00
00
00
00
22

38
6

13

3
5

15
8o

8¡
6o
6S

5o
20
46

57

8l

o o 8 17

220220
210525
35000
6 2\ 14 56
5151339

l8 l3 \2 30

26t t8 h4 r3
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With the exception of two references to dress, which were

undetermined as to gender, âl ì references in the reì igious categories

of breastpiece (34) , breeches (6), ephod (37), headdress (10) , robe

(18), sashes (8), tunic (2\), and vestments (44) were found to be used

exclusiveìy by males.

A totaì of 18 references to Dress Terms were found to be

definitely attributable to female use. 0f these, 6 out of 25

references were in the category of ornaments; 3 out of 6 were in the

category of veil; 2 out of 20 were in the category of garments and 2

out of l0 references were in the category of cìothing.

Forty-four references to Dress Terms were found to be either

used by both genders or were found to be difficult to determine as to

wh i ch gender these were attr i butab I e.

It is interesting to note that of the six references to the

use of veil in the books of the Torah, three of these references were

found in the book of Genesis as dress for female use and the other

three references were found in the book of Exodus as dress for male

use.
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Functions of Dresç

References placed under each function of dress are shown in

Table 4, page 14. A total of 323 references to Dress Terms were found

in all f ive books of the Torah. 0f this, 18"'ó $6) were pìaced under

the category of I nstrumental Function 0nlv, \62 (148) were placed

under Expressive Function 0nly, and 38õ (l ig) were placed under the

It1 ixed Funct ion category. The latter were f ound to be a comb i nat ion of

the expressive and instrumentaì functions. }nly 7% (21) of the total

references to dress were pl aced under the comfort/conven i ence

i nstrumenta I f unct ion of dress wh i le the changl-gf- s'!¡¡-!gg and

protection functions showed more importance at the 2OZ and 22% ìevels

respectively.

The express i ve funct i on descr i b i ng the phys i ca ì

characteristics of dress was found in 402 (130) of all references to

dress. As well, 282 (92) of the time,

reìigious rituaì, while dress was used

wearer 2196 (67) of the t ime. Because

p I aceci i nto the i nstrumenta ì category

combined with the other category.

dress was used as part of a

to express the identity of the

there was onìy one reference

of sexuaì reward, it was

gender use of dress were tested against

, Expressive 0nly, and Hixed Functions,

d i fference was found,

When the categories of

the totals of lnstrumental 0nly

a statistically significant

x"(2, N = 279) = 12.87, p < .01
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Relationship

TABLE 4

Between Gender and Dress Functions

Gende r

Dress
Function

Nr.
OJ4

l'lale Female Both or
0nly 0nìy Undeter.

n
o.
/o n

o,
.6 n

o,
/o

lnstrumentaì (l)

protec t i on
comf or t,/conven i ence
change of status
other rewards

Express i ve (E)

identifies wearer
descr i bes dress
ident. grp. aff iliation
part of reì . r i tua l

other symbol

Totaì lnstrumental 0nìy
Total Expressive 0nly
Total of 14ixed Functions2

TOTALS

70 22
21 7
63 20

53 l6

67 2t
r30 40
3t+ ll
92 28

58 r8

56 t8
i 48 I+6

1r9 36
323 r o0

58 8¡
17 8ì
48 76
26 t+9

3
I

+8
tcB

t+9
5313 7t5 l9

13
r4
ll
36

6l roo o
tì5 88 6

3t 9r 2

8795 0
29 50 :ktt /

0

5
6

0
12

l2
I

6
6

00
9713
55

22 38

39 70
+ 135 gl

87 73
261 8l

+7
2

9
l8

r0 18
lt I
23 l9
44 t3

Note: rThese totals are the number of references to dress which
have been pìaced in that function, out of a Possible 323.
The categories of dress function are not mutually exclusive.
Therefore, âDy reference to dress may be pìaced in none or
a I I of the funct i ons .

2Where I and E occur together.
Note: ,t p < .00 l, :t:t p < .0ì, + p < .05.

A closer look at the two categories of dress functions reveal

that the areas where the Female 0nly sub-population figured higher

than would be expected.from the observed ratio of Totaì Female Only /

Hale 0nìy categories of dress were:
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a)

b)

c)

the i nstrumenta I funct i on' s

X,(1, N = 56) = 3.998, p < .05,

other rewards, X2(.|, t'l = 34) =

and

the express i ve funct i on' s

xr(1, ! = 36) = 7.37, p < .ol.

ot her symbo I s ,

change

and

I ì.6, p

of status,

< .00i

There was a total absence of Female 0nly category for the

expressive functions of identifies the wearer and part of a rel iqious

ritual. A similar examination of the l'lale 0n1y category revealed that

there was a significantìy higher ratio than would be expected for alì

funct i ons of dress i n the Express i ve 0n I y category,

X2(1, N = 137) = I+.27 p< .05.

Tab ì e 5, page J6, shows the rel at i onsh i p between the funct i ons

of dress and the occurrences of each type of dress in the the Torah.

There were statistical ly significant differences in the number of

times dress was used in the Expressive 0nly and the lnstrumental 0nly

categories, X'z(1, N = 204) = 19.76 p<.001.

The Dress Terms vestments, robe, ephod, and breastpiece were

placed in the Expressive 0nìy category significantly more often

(p < .OOl) than the overall totals of functions in the Torah would

suggest. The placement of the Dress Terms tunic and ornaments into

Hixed Functions was also highìy significant (p. .001). Other

statisticalty significant differences in expectations were found in

the categories: clothes (p{n = 46} < .0'l), garment (p{n = 20} < .05),

headdress (p{n = 1o} <.lo), and veiì (p{n = 6} < .10).
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TABLE 5

Relationship Between Dress Functions and Dress Terms

Function

Dress
Term N

I nstrumenta I Express i ve 14i xed
Onìy 0nly Functions

n
o/ñ n

ol
6 n

o.
'Á

Rel iqious Dress Terms

breastp i ece
b r eeches
ephod
headd r es s
r obe
sashes
tunic
vestments

tota I s

35
6

38
l0
t8
I

2l+

4l+
183

Generic Dress Terms

c I othes
clothing
ga rmen t
veil
or naments
other

tota

Tota I s

l+6

l0
20

6
25
33

r40

323

00
117
00
00
00
00
r4
I+9
63

It J0
2

r, 32
#5
,t l3

4

7¡29
r. 122

86

33
84
5o
72
5o
?o

66
67

5 1\
350
616

#5 50
528t+ 50

'r 16 67
il25
55 30

:k:'¡ ? ?

5
2

+5
6

9
rc jO

;c 16

5o
5o
ì0
8:
2\
33
36

613
220
840
00
t4
927

26 l8

17

3
+ t0

I
,t 18

15

6\

I i9

37
30
50
17

72
40
46

36I I r'< 148 t+6

Note: rt p < .001, :kfc p ( .01, + p < .05, +# p < .10.

The frequency of the dress funct i ons occurr i ng together i s

shown in Table 6, page 37.
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TABLE 6

Frequency of Expressive and lnstrumental Functions 0ccurring
Together

Functionl lnstrumentaì (l) Express i ve (E)

N=32 3 ll t2 r3 t5 EI E2 E3 E4 E5

lnstrumental
tl
t2
r3
t5
Specific I 0nìy
NoE

Express i ve
EI
E2
E3

E4
E5'
Specific E 0nly
Nol

"70n9
t4

7228
u36

21
rl

0

3
t0

bJ
2

l0
t0

53
7
8

r3
9

12
26

2

2 26 r0g 6 rl
0 r<26 0
0 r,35 6

2 12 ;.28

67
r6 r30

r.2l 9
L43 20

66
4 6l

25 99

3t+
r< 26 92

20
0 18

7 I+1

58
15
t6

Note: r The instrumentaì and expressive functions are not
mutual ìy exclusive.

I = protection El = identifies wearer
2 = comfort/convenience E2 = describes dress
J = change of status E3 = identifies group affi ì iation
5 = other reward ¡! = part of reì igious ritual

E5 = other sYmboì

Examples of how to read TabIe 6:

'z28 references to dress were placed exclusiveìy in the category
of protective function (l ì).

3 A totaì of /0 references to dress were pìaced in the category
of protective function (l l).

n 9 of the references to dress placed in the protective function
category were also placed in the comfort/convenience category (12) .

s j6 of the references to dress placed in the protective function
category were not pìaced in any categories with expressive functions.

:t These are the strongest relationships found.
They are illustrated on page 40.
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The protective function (l ì) occurred 70 times, of which more

than one third (28) occurred alone, more than half (36) occurred

wi thout any corresponding expressive functions, and more than one

third (26) occurred with rel igious ritual (E4).

The second i nstrumental funct i on ('2) , comfort/conven i ence,

occurred 2l tirnes, making it the smallest category. Aìmost half of

these (10) were found without the expressive functions, while more

than one th i rd (9) occurred wi th a descr i pt i on of dress or the

protective function (l i).

Change of rank or status (13) as a means of attaining reward

occurred 63 times. l'lore than 40% (26) of these also identified the

wearer (El) or group to which he belonged (E3) , while 55?4 ßÐ were

related to relígious ritual (E4)

It was found that 53 of the total number of dress references

were determined to achieve some other rewards (15) than protection,

comfor t, conven i ence, or change of rank .

S i xty-seven dress references gave some i nd i cat i on of the

identity of the wearer (El). One quarter (16) of these also described

the dress (E2) whereas 2l helped establ ish the identity of the group

tc wh i ch the wearer be longed (E3) . l'lore than one th i rd (ZÐ occurred

wi thout any relation to instrumental uses of dress. The rest, almost

two thirds (l+3), were related to reìigious ritual (Et+) .

The largest category of dress function was the communicatíve

function describing the physicaì characteristics of dress (E2). Forty
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percent (l 30) of the references were p'l aced i n th i s category.

Surprisingly, 4794 (61) of these references to dress were placed in

thi s category exclusively, whi le more than three quarters (99)

occurred without any relation to any instrumental functions.

0nly sl ightìy more than one tenth (34) of al I Dress Terms

heìped determine the wearers group affi I iation or status (E3). As was

expected, two thirds (26) of these also communicated use in some form

of religious ritual (E4).

The second ìargest category in which dress functioned in the

Torah was that of expressing reì igious rituaì (E4), with l2 references

pìaced in it. This was close to thirty percent of al I references to

dress. Aìmost half of these (41) had no reìateci instrumentaì

funct i on.

Less than one fifth (58) of al I dress references were

classified as having some symbol ic function (E5) other than

identifying the wearer or his group affi I iation (El s E3), Fêì igious

r i tual (E4) or descr i pt i on of dress (E2) . One quarter (l¡) of these

were placed in this category exclusive to al ì others.

Because the categor i es of dress funct i ons were not mutua I I y

excìusive, statistical tests of independence were not possible.

However, by comparing the percentage of occurrences of references that

were pìaced in two different functions, using the lowest number of

occurrences of the two functions as the denominators, it was possible

to examine the strengths of the relationships between the functions.

The strongest of these relationships are shown in Table 6, pase 37.
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0f 36 possible relationships between functions, onìy six

showed more than 509ó of ref erences re I ated to each other . These s i x

rel at i onsh i ps are i I I ustrated on page 4l . The two strongest

relationships, l3:E3 and E4:EJ showed that 772 of the times the

function group affi ì iation (f:) was found, change of status (13) was

a I so funct i on i ng. The same percentage was found between the funct i ons

group affiliation (E3) and reìigious rituaì (E4).
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GROUP

AF F I L I AT I ON

N=34 (e ¡)

77% 6=26)

IDENTIFIES

WE ARER

N=67 (E l)

CHANGE OF

STATUS

N=63 ( I 3)

RELIGIOUS

R I TUAL

N=92 (E4)

(n=26)

(n=35) ( n=4 J)

OTHER

SY¡4BO LS

N=58 (E5)

OTHIR

REWARDS

N=53 ( | 5)

5
(n=28)
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of dress func

strongest re I at i onsh i ps
tions in the Torah.
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Tab ì e 7, page 4J, summar i zes the rel at i onsh i ps between the two

categories of Rel igious and Generic Dress Terms, showing their

correspondi ng signif icance levels.

Rel igious Dress Terms significantìy greater in number than

Generic Dress Terms were found in the categories of maìe use

(p{n=.ì8ì} < .Ol), the book of Exodus (p{n=t33i < .001), and Expressive

0nly use (p{n=122} < .00.l) . The specif ic f unctions where Religious

Dress Terms were significantly greater than Generic Dress Terms were

in identifying the wearer (f l) (p{n=52} < .05) , describing the garment

(Ez)(p¡¡=1651<.00l),andritualdress(E4)(p{n=77}<

Generic Dress Terms were found to be significantly greater

than the Religious Dress Terms in the books of Genesis, Numbers, and

Deuteronomy, in both gender categorìes other than l'1aìe 0nly, and in

the lnstrumental 0nly category (pin=!O] < .001) .

The specific functions where Generic Dress Terms were found to

be significantìy greater than Reìigious Dress Terms were the

protective function (l i) (pIn=!o] < .01), the other rewards function

(15) (p{n=44} < .00.I), and the other communicative and expressive

f unct ion (E5) (pin=50]
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Note: l4 (sexual reward) was combined with l5 because n(14) = l.

Surmnany of Results

The four categor i es of Dress Terms ' c I othes, vestments,

breastpiece, and ephod, account for more t_han half of al ì references

to dress found in the Torah. Fifty percent (ZÐ of the category

cìothes are protective in function, worn by maìes, and were found in

TABLE 7

Summar izar-ion of the Rel at i onsh i ps Between Reì i g i ous and Gener i c

Dress Terms

Category N

Religious Generic p
Dress Dress Xz level

Genes i s
E xodu s

Leviticus
Numbers
Deu te r onomy

56
170
65
r9
r3

14 < t+2 9 .57 .01
t33 > 37 12.99 .o0l
32 n. s. 33 .55 n. s.
4 < 15 3.84 .o5
0 < 13

Hale Onìy 261
Female 0nly 18

Both or
Undeterm i ned 44

r8l > 8o 6.66 .ol
0 < l8

2 < \2 20.25 .ool

lnstrumental 0nìy 56
Expressive 0nly 148
l4ixed Functions ll9

6 < 50 20.32 .00r
122 > 26 38.00 . oo I

55 + 6t+ \.6 .o5

I ì -protect i ve 70
I 2-comf or t,/conven i ence 21

I l-change of status 63
I !-other reward 53
El-identify wearer 67
E2-descr i be dress I 30
E3-id. grp. affiliation 3I+

E4-ritual dress 92
E5-other symboì s 58

20 < 50 9.51 .0 1

8 n.s. 13 .91+ n.s.
36 n. s. 27 n. s. n. s.
9 < l+4 ì4.00 .ool

52 > 15 4.80 .05
ì06 > 2\ 13.40 .oor
22 n.s. 12 .31 n.s.
17 > r5 r r.50 .0ol
8 < 50 17.26 .ool
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the book of Leviticus. Seventy seven percent (3.l*) of references to

vestments pertain to rituaì behavior or use, were worn by men, and

were found in the books of Exodus and Leviticus. There were no

references to vestments in the books of Genesis and Deuteronomy, nor

were there any mentions of vestments used by women in any of the books

of the Torah. Eighty seven percent of the time (33) the term ephod is

found to be described in physicaì terms, attributed to male use, and

was found in the book of Exodus. Finaì ìy, 802 (28) of the term

breastpiece is descriptive, and attributed to male use as weì I as

found in the book of txodus. Neither breastpiece nor ephod are found

in the books of Genesis, Numbers, or Deuteronomy. Overal I, male use

of dress by far outweighs femaìe use, with the exceptions of the

categor i es ve i ì , or naments , and other .

Reference to the most common Dress Terms vary i n number

between books of the Torah. The book of Exodus has the greatest

number and most variety of references to Dress Terms, whiìe the books

of Numbers and Deuteronomy have the least.

The strongest relationships betleen functions were found

between group affi I iation and change of status, and between group

affi I iation and rel igious rituaì. The categories of Rel igious Dress

Terms and Generic Dress Terms were found to be significantly different

in thei r patterns of use across almost al I categories.



The obj ect i ve

quest i ons about dress

DISCUSSION AND C()NCLUSIt]NS

of th i s study was to exam i ne two spec i f i c

as wr i tten i n the Torah:

l. "What does the

writers and edi

"How was dress

Torah?"

Torah say about

tors?'r and

used in Ancient

the significance of dress to its

Hebrew soc i ety accord i ng to the

The Torah is theorized

nìore with religious history

have been wr i tten by men concerned

ìaw than with the physicaì

to

and

manifestations of their society. lt is therefore not surprising to

find more than half of the 323 references to dress falìing under the

four different Dress Terms cìothes, vestments, ephod, and breastpiece.

However, 43 Dress Terms are listed within the five books of the Torah.

No significant differences have been found in the social purposes of

the breastpiece and the ephod. Both are used in rel igious ri tual,

although this function appears to be of secondary importance to the

wr i ters of the books, who have descr i bed breastp i ece and ephod i n

detai ì, primari ly in the book of Exodus. The two Dress Terms are

described more often and in greater detail than all other Dress Terms

in the five books of the Torah. This may suggest that the symbolic

use of certain dress in rel igious ritual was more important to the ìay

person in Ancient Hebrew society than its uti I itarian use.

-\5-
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Vestments is also one of the four most frequentìy used Dress

Terms in the Torah. Unl ike ephod and breastpiece, vestments were

found in reìativeìy ìarge numbers in both the books of Leviticus (16)

and Ixodus (24), accounting for 90?6 of their total occurrences. As

with the breastpiece and the ephod, vestments were used in the

expressive and communicative functions more often than the

i nstrumental functions, wi th reì igious r i tuaì observances bei ng the

most important category.

The ìast of the four most common Dress Terms is the generic

term clothes. Half of al ì occurrences were found in the book of

Leviticus, being used by males for protective purposes. There seems

to be no specific reason why this Generic Dress Term would not be used

by females alone.

0f the five books of the Torah, the book of Exodus conta.ins

the largest number of ref erences to dress. lvlost of these are deta i led

descriptions of dress for use by priests who are easiìy identified

within society by their costume.

The books of Numbers and Deuteronomy account for onìy l0Z of

occurrences of Dress Terms. These are mosiì y gener i c i n nature

(e. g. , c l othes, garment, and ornaments) . The data i nd i cate that no

singìe function is statistically more significant in these ìast two

books of the Torah.

There is an overwhelming reference to male use rather than to

female use of Dress Terms found in the books of the Torah and

identified in the study. This supported the researchers expectations
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that most of the references to dress would be maìe oriented. The

reason for this expectation is due to the assumption that because

Ancient lsrael was a patriarchical society, men wrote the Torah for

other men to read. Therefore, women and womenrs dress were secondary

to the contents of the Torah. However, the ratio of 4:l in favour of

male use in the category of Generic Dress was quite surprising.

References to femaìe use of Dress Terms occurred mainly in the book of

Genesis with very few references in the other four books. 0n the

other hand, relatively few references were made to male use of the

Dress Terms in the book of Genesis, but numerous references were found

in both the books of Exodus and Leviticus.

The reason that the book of Genesis contains most of the

female references to dress are to do with what is written about in

Genes i s. I t i s a book of sagas where none of the Dress Terms recorded

were for rel igious ritual use. Whereas, in the books of Exodus and

Leviticus, concern with ìegaì codes and priestly duties automaticaì ly

associated maìe gender with these books.

Several Dress Terms, for exampìe, the headdress' the robe, the

tunic, and breeches were attributei only to male use. Whether these

were used at all by women in Ancient Hebrew society is quite unclear.

ln fact, very I ittle information can be gleaned concerning femaìe

dress in Ancient Hebrew society from this source. The data does

i nd i cate, however, that they wore jewel ry. Veí I s were al so used but

reference was made to harìots.
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The Dress Term ve i I i s shown to have three d i fferent

functions. ln the book of Genesis it was used by a woman as a symboì

of modesty, then again twice by a woman to help change her identíty as

a deceptive device. ln the book of Exodus, a veil is used by l'loses to

cover his face. Here, it has been used as a protective covering to

shield his face from his people, assumably so that they will not be

frightened of him.

Some other I iterature suggests that women of Ancient Hebrew

society were not included in reìigious rìtual. This appears to be

supported by the Torah as there is no indication of rel igious use of

dress by women. Female use of dress in the Torah was found to

function most significantly in an effort to show a change of status.

No reference was made to the use by women of dress functioning to

identify an individual or in a reìigious ritual. These two functions

were most often associated with male use of Dress Terms.

The expressive functions of dress were found to be more

significant for male use than the instrumental functions. This lead

the researcher to beì ieve that the writers and editors of the Torah

were more interested in communicating to the readers the religious and

other express i ve va I ues than i nstrumenta I va I ues.

Almost haìf of the references to dress are described in

physical terms (e.g. the I inen tunic' or gold rings). This contrasts

with the fact that more than 80? were categorized in only l3 Dress

Terms.
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As the Torah is a rel igious history, it was expected that many

of the references to dress would be shown to function in reì igious

rituaìs. The data indicate that almost one third of the references do

commun i cate use of dress for re I i g i ous purposes .

As one of Lurie's (.l98.l) theoretical original motivations for

wearing cìothes, it is not surprising to see this result. Similarìy,

dress functioned to support changes of status or rank of the wearer,

as Langner (1959) hypothes i zed. Furthermore, dress heì ped to

establish an individual's identity as weìl as his group membership.

Because of the nature of their definitions, it was not

surprising to find that many of the references pìaced in the

expressive category of identifying group affiliation and status were

also placed in the instrumental category of change of rank or status.

These two were difficult to differentiate successful ìy whi ìe

categorizing the data.

Also, it is interesting to note that identifying group

affi I iation or status, uñl ike al I other categories, never occurred

alone. There h,as aìways at least one other dress use found

functioning at the same time. No particular reason could be

i dent i f i ed by the researcher for th i s resu I t.

It was difficult to interpret what may or may not function as

psychologicaì protection in a text so ful I of reì igious symbol ism.

Consequently, a third of the protective function references were also

related to expressions of use in rel igious ri tuals. However, âS

religion was an inseparable, pervasive part of daily life, this result

was expected from the data.
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As reìigious historians of the Ancient Hebrewsr culture, the

writers and editors of the Torah have shown themselves to have been

concerned with differentiation in dress onìy in as much as it reìates

to symbolic use in religious dress. These items of religious dress

are designated by several Dress Terms. Their ornamentation is

described in detail. l'loreover, Fêìigious dress is used to identify

specific people and their corresponding group affiliations.

Expressive use of religious dress by far outweighs its instrumental or

goa ì -d i rected use.

Conversely, the reader is given ì ittle information describing

the generic or non-reìigious dress of the Ancient Hebrews, ãlthough

numerous items of dress are enumerated. Also, in contrast to the

nearìy lOO"4 male orientation of Religious Dress Terms, the Generic

Dress Terms were not as easi ly categorized.

For the most part, the non-rel igious Dress Terms tended to be

instrumental in use with emphasis in the protective function.

However, these items of dress showed little difference between their

use in non-specific instrumentaì rewards and non-specific expressions

of symbol ic use. Consequentìy, the sociaì sîgnificance or social

functions of dress in Ancient Hebrew society can not be determined

from the data drawn in this study, âs function tended to be situation

specific.
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Conclusions and Suggestions for Funthen Study

This thesis attempted to discern the sociaì significance of

dress to the writers and editors of the Torah, as weìl as to examine

the social functions of dress in Ancient Hebrew cuìture according to

this source. The data analysis rel ied upon the successful creation of

a categorization of functions based upon Roach and Eicherrs (lg0Ð two

categor i es of dress funct i ons, the i nstrumenta I and the express i ve

funct i ons.

Several difficulties became apparent as the study progressed.

The categor ies of functions were not mutual ìy excìusive, consequently,

overlaps in data occurred, causing probìems in statistical anaìysis.

Furthermore, these categor i es needed some redef i n i ng so that I ess

judgement was required of the data coì ìector.

There was not enough data for the

result, the statistical confidence ìevels

data were col ìapsed into the two broader

Gener i c Dress Terms, rather than the or i g i

were more easiìy understood.

number of var i ab I es. As a

are ìow. However, when the

categor i es of Reì i g i ous and

nal forty-three, the resul ts

Some suggestions for further research are:

Revise the problematic categories and use the entire Hebrew

Scriptures as a source.

Compare the results with other sources of data from the period

of the Ancient Hebrews, or wi th other translations of the

Torah.



3. Compare the

Hypothes i s i

social funct

four sources - J, E, P,

n terms of differences

ions of dress.
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and D - of the Documentary

i n how they recorded the

Few of the results of this study were unexpected. The

findings reflect the male-oriented patriarchical nature of Ancient

Hebrew society, and the pervasiveness of formal ized reì igion in

everyday I i fe.



I I ] accord i ng to the

Nt]TES

Jewish Pubì ication Society of Amer i cars (JPS)

1985 I¡t!4{H.

l2l according to the American Heritage Dictionary of The Engl ish
Lanquaqe, hortatories are rrcharacterìzed by...speech... intended
advise, incite or encourage" (t969, pp.460, 636).

t3l For simpl ification, the land of the Hebrews is referred to here
Canaan.

t4] BCE = before the common era, or B.C. : CE = common era, or A.D.

l5l See S.H.Hooke in page l68ff.

tÉ] A concordance is an index I isting every occurrence and reference
to a word in a text. lt is usually presented ín dictionary
format. Strong's was chosen because it seemed to be the most
comprehensive available on Biblical Terminology. lt includes
three concordances in one

to

as
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Appendix A

RULES F()R THE INCLUSi(]N ()F DRESS TERMS AND REFERENICES

Criteria used in establ ishing the rules for the inclusion of

Dress Terms and references: (a) assumption that every reference of

dress in the Torah has equal importance to the various writers and

editors of the books; (b) the focus of this study is on the functions

of dress rather than on the number of times a particuìar Dress Term

appears in the text, then:

A Dress Term may be a noun, pronoun,

(a) garments or ornaments worn by the

Torah, or (b) the act of covering their

ornaments. (e.g., clothing or clothed)

or verb that refers to;

peopìe mentioned in the

bodies with clothing or

2. A reference must satisfy one of the folìowing ruìes:

a) ldeal ìy, a Dress Term noun or pronoun is used in the text

with a Dress Term verb. ln the Database this reference is

coded under the noun. (e.g., cìothed in gear is coded 222)

b) lf a combination of a noun or pronoun with a verb is not

found, a Dress Term noun or pronoun may be listed on its own

as a reference. (e.g., gear is coded 22)

c) lf neither of the above are found, a Dress Term verb may be

considered as a reference and ì isted in the Database.

(e.g., clothed is coded ll)

-55-
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lf a verb is combined with several nouns, the verb is listed in

the Database in combination with the first noun and impì ied

(listeA in brackets) with the rest. (e.g., clothe him in

tunics and robes would be ìisted as cìothe...tunics and

(clothe)...robes )

There may be more than one reference per phrase, sentence

verse. Each is considered as important as any other, and

given equaì weight. (as in example 3 above, each reference

I isted separateìy)

or

is

is

\.

E

6.

When a

I i sted

(e. s. ,

pronoun is ì isted in the Database,

in brackets foìlowing the

it (tunic-impìied))

the impl ied noun ¡s

pronoun.

Cloth, cover, and uncover may be considered as Dress Terms onìy

when they are clearly understood by the reader to refer to

garments and/or ornaments. For example:

ra cìoth covering his arm'

does not clearly state that a qarment or an ornament does the

ôovering and wouìd therefore not be acceptabìe as an reference.

Alternatively:

I he was dressed i n c I oth I

relates di rectìy to the act of dressing

and wou I d, therefore, be cons i dered an

i n some sort of garment

acceptabìe reference for
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inclusion in the Database. At times, the concordance, in

d i sagreement wi th TANAKH, I i sts c I oth as garment or ra i ment.

7. The fol lowing items have not been included in the Database:

a) referals to the words naked or nakedness,

b) refera ì s to ano i nt i ng,

c) appl ied decorations to garments, and

d) words I ike cloth which have been given a different

translation in the concordance.
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DATABASE ()F REFERENCES TO DRESS

Para . Book Chap. Verse Reference

1 Genesis 3.7 loincìoths
2 3.21 garments

3.21 clothed (them)

3 l\.23 sanda ì strap
l+ 2\.22 nose-ring

2l+.22 bands (arms)

5 2L+.30 nose-r ing
2\.30 bands (arms)

6 2l+.1+7 r ing (nose)
2\.\7 bands (arms)

7 2\.53 garments
8 2l+.65 veil...covered
9 25.25 mant I e
l0 27.15 clothes

27.15 put them on (clothes)
27.16 covered...skins (deemed

acceptab I e because of Genes i s J.2 l)
1l 27.27 clothes
12 28.20 cìothing
13 35.02 clothes

35.0t+ r ings (ears)
14 37 .03 tun i c
15 37 .23 str i pped. . . tun i c

37 .23 tun i c. . .was wear i ng
16 37.29 rent...clothes

37 .31 tun i c
37 .31 tun i c
37 .32 tun i c (ornamenta I )

37.32 this (tunic-impl ied)
37.32 it (tunic)
37.32 it (tunic)
37.32 tunic
37 .33 i t (tuni c)
37 .33 tun i c

37.31+ rent...clothes
37 .3\ put sackc I oth on

1l 38.14 took off ..garb
38. l4 covered...vei I

38. l5 covered
(her face with a veil-impìied)

38..|9 took off...veil
38. l9 put on...garb

I 8 39.12 garment
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59

l8 Genes i s

Exodus

39.12
39.13
39.15
39.16
39.18
41.14
\1 . t+2

\1 .t+2
\1 .t+2
\1 . r+2

44.13
\5.22
\5.22
49. il
49. r r

3.5
3.22
3.22

3.22
t2. il
12 .3t+
12.35
12.36
i9. r0
rg. r4
2t. t0
22.25
22.25
22.26
22.26
22.26

25.7
25.7
28.2
28.3
28.\
28.\
28.t+
28.\
28.4
28.4
28.1+
28.\
28.6
28.7
28.7
28. 8
28.8
28 .12
28.15
28 .15
28.15
28.15

ga rmen t
it (garment-implied)
ga rmen t
ga rmen t
ga rmen t
changed...clothes
r i ng (s i gnet)
it (ring)
dressed. . . robes
cha i n (neck)
rent...clothes
cìothing
cìothing
ga rmen t
robe
remove...sandals
clothing
put these on
(cìothi ng and decorations-impì ied)
str i pp i ng (the Egypt i ans)
sanda ì s
c I oaks
cìothing
str i pped (the Egypt i ans)
c I othes
c I othes
clothing
ga rmen t
i t (garment)
i t (garment)
clothing
cover i ng
(tfre-Ai rectly relates to clothi ng)
ephod
breastp i ece
vestments (sacra I )
vestments (Aaron's)
ves tmen t s
breastpiece
ephod
r obe
tunic
headd r es s
s ash
vestments (sacra I )
ephod
¡ t (ephod)
i ts (ephod)
i t (ephod)
i t (ephod)
ephod
breastp i ece
i t (breastpi ece)
ephod
¡t (breastpiece)

r9
20

21

22

23

2l+

25

26
27

28
?o

30
3ì

32

33

34

35



6o

35 Exodus 28 . 16 i t (breastp i ece)
28 .11 i t (breas tp i ece)

36 28.22 breastpi ece
28.23 breastpi ece
28.23 breastp i ece
28.il+ breastpi ece
28.25 ephod
28.26 breastpi ece
28.26 i ts (breastpi ece)
28.26 ephod
28.27 ephod
28.27 i ts (ephod)
28.28 breastpi ece
28.28 its (breastpiece)
28.28 ephod
28.28 breastpi ece
28.28 ephod
28,29 breastpi ece
28 . 30 breastp i ece
28.30 instrument (breastpiece- impl ied) :t ;t Jc

37 28 .3 I robe
28.31 ephod
28.32 i t (robe)
28.32 coat of mail
28.33 i ts (robe)
28.31+ robe
28.35 wear it(robe)
28.35 i t (robe)

38 28 "37 headdress
28.37 headdress3e ,:r.13 l::å:.",,
28.39 sash

40 28 .40 tun i cs
28.40 sashes
28 .40 turbans
28 .4 i these

(tun i cs, turbans, sashes- impl i ed)
41 28.\2 breeches...cover

28.\2 they (breeches- impl i ed)
28.1+3 they (breeches- impl ied)

\2 29.5 vestments
29.5 clothe...tunic
29.5 (cìothe) ...robe
29.5 ephod
29.5 (cìothe) ...ephod
29.5 (clothe)...breastpiece
29.5 gi rd...band
29.5 ephod
29.6 put headdress on
29.6 headdress
29.8 clothe...tunics
29.9 wind...turbans...upon
29.9 g i rd. . . sashes

\3 29.21 vestments (Aaron's)



6r

E xodust+3

l+\

\5

l+6

29.21
29.21
29.21
,o ?o

29.30
3r. ì0
3r. r0
3r. r0
32.2
32.2
32.3
32.3
T.)+
33.5
33.6
3t+ .33
3t+ .3\
3\ .35
35.9
35.9
35 .19
35 .19
35.19
35.21
35.22
35.22
35.22
35.22
35.27
35.27
39. I

39.1
39.2
39.4
39.\
39.5
39.5
39.5
39.7
39.8
39 .8
39.9
39.9
39.t0
39. t5
39.16
39 .17
39.18
39 .19
39 .19
39 .19
39.20
39.20
39.21
39.21

vestments (sons')
vestments (h i s)
vestments (sons')
vestments (sacral)
wear them (vestments-impl ied)
vestments (servi ce)
vestments (sacra ì )
vestments (sons')
take off ...rings (ears)
them (earrings)
took off...rings (ears)
them (earrings)
put on...finery
leave off...finery
stripped of...finery
put...vei l...over
leave...veil...of f
pu t . . . ve i ì . . . ove r
ephod
breastp i ece
vestments (servi ce)
vestments (sacraì)
vestments (sons')
vestments (sacral)
brooches
earr i ngs
rings
penda n ts
ephod
breastp i ece
vestments (serv i ce)
vestments (sacral)
ephod
t (ephod)
ts (ephod)
t (ephod)
t (ephod)
t (ephod)

ephod
breas tp i ece
ephod
it (breastpiece)
breastp i ece
it (breastpiece)
breastp i ece
breastpiece
breas tp i ece
ephod
breastp i ece
i ts (breastp i ece)
ephod
ephod
i ts (ephod)
breastpi ece
i ts (breastp i ece)

\7
48

t+9

50

53

5\

5l

52

55
56

57



62

58

59

57 Exodus 39.21 ephod

6\

65
66

39.21 breastp i ece
39.21 ephod
39.22 robe
39.22 ephod
39.23 robe
39.23 ¡ t (robe)
39.23 coat of mai I

39.2\ robe
39.25 robe
39.26 robe
39.27 tun i cs
39.28 headdress
39.28 turbans
39.28 breeches
39.29 sashes
39.31 headdress
39.1+ I vestments (serv i ce)
39.1+l vestments (sacra l)
39.1+ I vestments (sons')
40. I 3 put on. . .vestments (sacral)
4C.14 put...tunics...on

6.3 breeches
6.1+ take off ...vestments
6,)+ put on...vestments
6.ZO garment
6 .20 par t (garment- i mp I i ed) rr rt ¡!

8,2 vestments
8.1 put...tunic...on
8.1 gird with...sash
8.1 clothed with...robe
8.7 put...ephod...on
8,7 girding with...band
8.7 ried...it...to (him)

(robe-impl ied)
8.8 put...breastpiece...on
8.8 breastp i ece
8.9 set...headdress...on
8 . g headdress
8.13 clothed...tunics
8..|3 girded with...sashes
8. I 3 wound turbans upon
8.30 upon. . .vestments (h i s)
8. 30 upon. . .vestments (tfre i r)
8.30 vestments (h i s)
8.30 vestments (tne i r)

10.5 tunics
10.5 rend...clothes
11.25 clothes
I 1.28 clothes
lì.40 clothes
I 1.40 clothes
13,6 c I othes
13.3\ c ì othes

6o
6t

62

63 Leviticus 6.3 dress in...raiment

6l

68

69

70

71

72
73



63

7l+

75

76

77

Leviticus

Number s

13 .\5
t4.8
t4.g
\.\7
\.47
5.5
5.6

15.7
15.8
5.t0
5.ll
5.13

clothes...rent
c I othes
c I othes
c I othes
c I othes
c I othes
c I othes
c I othes
c I othes
c ì othes
c I othes
c I othes
c ì othes
c I othes
c I othes
dressed în...tunic
breeches
girt with...sash
wear. . . turban
they (vestments-impl ied)
vestments (sacra I )
put...them...on
(clothes-impl ied)
take off. . .vestments
them
(vestments-impl ied)
put on. . .vestments
c I othes
c I othes
put on. . .vestments
vestments (sacra I )
c I othes
c ì othes
wear. . .vestments
rend. . .vestments
c I othes
c I othes
rent...clothes
ga rmen t s
ga rmen t s
ga rmen t s
c I othes
c I othes
c I othes
strip...vestments
put. . . them. . . on
(vestments-implied)
stripped...vestments
put...them...on
(vestments-impl ied)

c I othes
arm ì ets
brace ì ets
rings
earr i ngs

78
79

8o
8r

86

87

88
8g
90
9r
92

15 .2t
15.22
15 .21
t6.4
l6 .4
t6.4
16.4
16.À
16.4
t6.4

8z 16.23
16.23

16.2\
16.26
16.28
16.32
16.32
t7 .15
17.16
21.10
2t. ì0
8.1
8.2 t

I 4.6
15. 38
19.7
I 9.8
r9.r0
19.19
19.21
20.26
20.26

20.28
20.28

3t .2\
3t .50
31.50
31.50
3t.50

83
84
8S

93
94
95

97
98

96



6l+

98 Numbers 31.50 pendants
99 Deuteronomy l.4t gi rded wi th...gear (war)

8.4 clothes...upon
t0.18 clothing
21 .13 discard...garb (captive's)
22.3 garment
22.5 apparel...put on
22.5 c loth ing. . .b/ear
22.12 garment...cover
23.1 remove...garment
2\.17 garment (wi dow's)
25.9 pul I off...sandal
29.1+ c lothes. . .wear out
29 .l+ sanda I s on

t00
l0l
l02
t03
r04

106
107
r08
109

¡t Jc r'c The words, !E!.!::.!]@L and pg¡!, in these particular

cases were included as if they were pronouns. lt is quite clear in

the text that they are used I ike Dress Terms, however they are I isted

in the other category of Dress Terms.



The data were col lected

columns. An expìanation of the

Appendix C

DATA COLLECTiON FORMAT AND CI]DES

Data Cding Format

and placed under

Datacodes fol ì ows.

the following

DATA. ...COLU¡iINS USED

Reference . ...1 ,2,3

Paragraph ....\,5,6

Book. ........7

Chapter .9, l0

Verse ...12,13

Occurrence ...14

Data code number .,15,16,17

Gender .......18

I nstrumenta I Funct ì ons

protection.. .....ì9
comfort/conven i ence . .,20
change of status......2l
sexuaì reward ...,22
other reward .....23

Express i ve Funct i ons

wearer's identitY.. ..,21+
describes dress.... ..,25
identif ies group .,....26
rel igious ritual ......27
other symbol ..........28

Funct i ons Summar Í zed. . . .29
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Data Cdes

I . Reference- each reference of dress i n the Torah has been

numbered in sequence from the first to last occurrence.

2. Paraqraph- each paragraph in the Torah which has references of

dress in it has been numbered in sequence from first to last.

3. Book, chapter, and verse of the Torah-

l...Genesis
2. . . Exodus
3. . . Lev i t i cus
4. . . Numbers
5...Deuteronomy

(e.S. Numbers, chapter !, verse 8 i s shown as; 4.5.8)

4. 0ccurrence- refers to the occurrence number of a particular

dress reference within a verse. Each time a Dress Term is

recorded in a verse it is given a number to signify if it is

the f i rst, second or th i rd occurrence. I n the case of

pronouns, these are counted as references and are I isted as if

they were nouns.



5. Dress Term code- for each Dress

numerical code was establ ished.

67

Term mentioned in the Torah, a

(see aìso Appendix E)

00 . par t/these
0ì.appareì
02.armlets
03.band (s)
04.bands (arm)
0!.bracelet (s)
06.breastp i ece
0/.breeches
OB . brooches
09.chain(neck)
i0.cloaks
I l.clothed
l2.cìothes
l3.clothing
l4.coat of mai I

I ! . covered

Dress Term Code

l6.covering'll.earring(s)
I I . ephod
ìl.finery
20. garb
2 l . garment
22 . gear
2J. headdress
2t+ .1o i nc I oth (s)
2!.mantìe
26. nose-r i ng
27. pendant (s)
23.raiment
29.ring (s)
l7 .r i ngs (ears)
26.ri ng (nose)

10. robe (s)

Jl.sackcìoth
32. sanda ì (s)
33. sanda I strap
J4. sash (es)

35. sk i ns
36. str i pped
3T.stripping
38.tunic
ll. turban (s)
40.vei I

4l.vestments
42. i nstrument
!0.ornaments
60 . other

a) A 'O' in front of any of the above numbers indicates that

Lhe Dress Term i s a noun or verb used on i ts own in the

text. (e.g., tunics, would have a Dress Term code = 038)

b) A 'l' in front of any of the above numbers indicates that

the Dress Term is a pronoun wi th the Dress Term impl ied.

(e. g. ,

A tzt

it (tunic-impl ied), would have an Term code = 138)

c) in front of any of the Dress Terms indicates that the

noun and verb have been taken together as one reference.

(e.g., stripped...tunic, would have an Term code = 238)

A '3' i n front i nd i cates that a pronoun with a verb equal a

singìe reference. (e.g., put them on (tunics-implied), has

the code = 338)

d)



6. Gender- each reference was coded

68

accord i ng to gender of the

individuaì involved in the reference.

I . . .male
2...female
3...both (later combined with'undetermined')
4...undetermined

7. lnstrumental Functions- The folìowing categories were used to

assess the signif icance of the instrumental use of dress in the

Torah. ln the datal ist a 0 is shown under the fol ìowing

columns if one of these functions is indicated by the

reference.

8.

I I . .protective function
I 2. .comfort/conven i ence
lJ..change of status
l4..sexual reward (combined with l5 due to
I !. .other rewards

fol lowing categories

the Express i ve

a 0 is shown

functions is

I ack of data)

were used to

use of dress i n the

under the fol I owi ng

i nd i cated by the

Expressive Functions- The

assess the significance of

Torah. ln the datalist

col umns i f one of these

reference.

o

El .. identify the wearer
E2 . . descr i be the dress
E3..identify the group affiìiation or status
E4..reìigious ritual
E5..other symboìs

lnstrumental and Expressive f4ixed (Combina!'rqn) - This column in

funct i on foundthe data I i st summar i zes the categor i es of dress

in a specific reference.

0...¡s shown when a reference was placed in
both I nstrumenta I and Express i ve funct i ons .

l...is shown when only lnstrumental categories were used.
2...is shown when only Expressive categories were used.



R

E

F

E

R

E

N

c
E

c
H

A

P

T
E

PB
AO
RO
AK
u.
R

A

P

H

VO
EC
RC
SU
ER
.R
.t
.N
.c
.E

DG
AE
TN
AD
CE
OR
D

E

Appendix D

DATÅ

LE
123\5123\5

I

6

E

14

I

X

E

D

RT

T

t1

00r rr 3 7 ì0243
o02 21 321 r0213
003 21 321 r0rì3
004 3llt+2f1033 1

005 4l2t+22 10262
006 4r2\22 l0 \2
oo7 512\3010262
008 512t+30 r0 \2
oog 6r2\\71o262
olo 6ì2\\7 lo \2
0ll 7 I 2t+ 53 1 o 21 2

ol2 8 i 2\ 65 1 2 \O 2

0r3 9 r 25 25 t o 25 r

014 r0r27t5 r0]l2 r

015 ì0r27 152312 r

016 r0t27 161235 r

017 il12727 lot2 r

ol8 t212820 ror3r
019 13 135 21012 r

o2o 13 r 35 4 r o 17 3
02r r4137 3r038r
022 15137231238 I

023 15137232238 l
024 16137291212 ì

025 16 r 37 31 r o 38 r

026 16 1 37 31 2 o 38 r

027 16 ì 37 32 r 0 38 I

028 16i373221 38r
029 16 I 37 32 3 | 38 I

030 16 r 37 32 \ 1 38 ì

o3l 161373250381
o32 16 ì 31 33 r r 38 ì

033 16r 37332038 |

034 161373\1212 r

0----
----0
0----
----0
----0
----0
--0--
--0--
--0--
--0--
----0
----0

----0
----0
0---0

00---
----0
0----
00---
--0--
0---0

----0
----0

----0

--0--

--0--
--0--

::_:_
----0
-0--0
:3 :3

---::
----0
----0
00---
0----
0----
0----
3::--
----0
----0
00---
0----
00---
----0
0----
0---0
00--0
0----
----0
0---0
0----
0----
0---0
----0

l
0
l
0
0
0
I

I

I

I

0
U

2

0
0
0
2

I

0
0
0
0
0
2

2

0
0
2

0
2

0
2

0
0
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7O

035
036
037
038
039
040
041
042
043
044
ot+5

046
o1+7

048
049
050
051
052
053
o5t+
o55
056
o57
058
059
060
06t
o62
063
064
o65
o66
o67
068
069
070
07l
072
073
074
075
076
077
078
079
080
08t
082
083
084
085
086
087
088
089

17 l 38 r9 1 2 t+0 2

17 l 38 r9 1 2 20 2

r8 t 39 12 r 0 2r I

t8 1 39 12 2 0 2t l
ì8 | 39 r3 r r 21 r

18 r 39 15 r o 2r r

l8 r 39 16 r o 2ì r

l8 I 39 l8 r o 2r r

lgr4rr4 1212r
20r4r\21029ì
20 I 4Ì I+2 2 | 29 I

16 1 37 34 1 2 31 1

t7 r 38 r4 | 2 20 2

t7 r 38 r4 t 2 t+o 2

t713815r3152

20 I l+l t+2 1 2 30 I

20 I 4l I+2 I 0 9 I

21t44131212t
22 1 t+5 22 I 0 ì3 I

22 1 1+5 22 2 o 13 ì

282r9r0r0123
29 2 l9 ll+ I 0 12 3

30 2 2r r0 i 0 t3 2

23r49ilì02rr
23r49ilro30r
2\2 3 51232 r

252 322 r0132
252 322 r3133
252 3221o373
26 2 12 ìr 1 O 32 3
272123\r0r03
27 2 12 35 r 0 l3 3
2721236r0363

----0

----0
00---
39::-
----0
--0-- ----0
--0-- ----0
00---

;;:::
00---
33_::
----u
__9_:

----0
----0

--0--
--0-0
0---0
---0-
--0--
0-0--
-0---
----0
----0
----0
----0
----0
:_:__

:_:__
--0--
--0--
-0---
_:_::

----0
----0

:---:

:_:__
----0
----0
0---0
0----
9--:3
-0---
--0-0
-00--
-00-*
----0
----0
----0
----0
----0

----0
-0---

----0

0
0
I

0
I

0
ì

0
0
0
0
0
I

2

0
2

0
0
0
0
2

2

I

0

2

I

0
0
I
2

2

I

I

ì

2

2

0
0
2
2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

0
0
2

3122225i02r4
31222252121r
3t222263i2il
3l 2 22 26 r o l3 l
3l22226ro16ì
32 2 25 7 r o r8 4

32225 7t o 64
33 2 28 2 r o 4l l
TzzS3rol+ll
33 Z Z8 4 ì 0 l+l 1

33228 4ro 6r
33 z zB 4 r o rB l
33228 l+1030ì
33zzB l+t038 I

33zzB t4to23 ì

33zzB l+1034 I

33228 4204r r

3\228 6t orBl
3t+ 2 28 7 t I l8 I

34228 72 rrSr
3t+ 2 28 I I t l8 I

3\22882rr8r

----0

----:

-0-0-
-0-0-
-0-0-
0-00-
-0---
---0-
---0-
---0-
---0-
---0-
---0-
0--0-
-0---
-0---
-0---
-0---
-0---
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090
09t
og2
093
094
095
096
097
098
099
100
ì0ï
102
t03
r04
t05
i06
107
t08
109
I l0
iil
112
il3
il4
I l5
i t6
t17
ll8
I lg
120
t2t
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
t30
l3l
132
133
13\
135
136
137
138
139
r40
l4t
t\2
t43
144

6r
6t
6r

3t+ZZ8 12 10i8 I

35zz8i5 ro 6r
152281521 6 I

SSzzSt5iorBt

^----
^----
^----

3_ __

-0---
-0---

0--0-
---0-
---0-
-0---
-0---
-0---
-0---
-0---
-0---
-0---
-0---
-0---
-0---
-0---
-0---
-0---
-0---
-0---
-0---
-0---
-0---
-0---
00-0-
00-0-
0--0-
-0---
-0---
-0---
-0---
-0---
-0---
0*-0-
0--0-
-0---
-0---
-0---
-0---
-0---
00---
00---
00---
0-00-

-::--
---0-
-0---
0-00-
0-00-
-0---
0-00-
0-00-
0-00-
-0---
0-00-
-0---

2

2

2
)
2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2
1

2
')

2

0
0
0
2

2

2

2

2

2

2

0
2

2

0
0
2

2

2

2

2

0
I

0
2

0
0
2

0
0
0
2

0
2

35228153
35 z zB 16 r

35228i71
3622822 ro 6r
3622823 ro 6r
362282320 6t
362282t+ ro 6i
362282510i81
3622826 ro 6t
36228262 r 6l
36 z 28 26 I o l8 l
36 z 28 27 ì o r8 r

362282721r81
3622828 lo 6l
36228282i 6 l
36 z 28 28'1 o rB l
36228 z83o 6t
36zzBzSzorBr
3622829 lo 6l
3622830 ro 6t
3622830 r r \2 r

312283iro30r
3j 2 zB 31 r o l8 I

3lzz83zlt30l
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Code

Appendix E

REVISED DRESS TERM CATEG(]RIES

The folìowing list of Dress Terms found i n the five books of

the Torah were included in the category ornaments.

0ccu r r ences

Code

Dress Term

The foì lowing Dress Terms were incìuded i n the category other.

Dress Term 0ccurrences
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Appendix F

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FUNCTION CATEG(]RIES AND DRESS TERIfiS

Table I shows the number of times each Dress Term was p.laced
in the specifíc Expressive and lnstrumental Functions.
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TABLE 8

Relationships Between Dress Terms and Specific Functionsr

Dress Term t5r3t2il E5E4E3E2EI

Te

breastp i ece 
Ibreeches 
Iephod 
Iheaddress 
Irobe 
Isashes 
Itunic 
Ivestments 
Iroral= 
|

Generic Dress Terms

c I othes
clothing
ga rmen t
veil
or namen ts
other

tota I s

'ms

3030
3200
3022
1230
3030
ìr30
5395
r o l3 2

208¡e9

29088
370t
32tg
40t2
2 o I l5
9t+99

50 13 27 \\

529391
04020
33\270
37340
5 1t 3 7 t

3\2t+0
17768¡
ì6 ro 3 36 I

52 106 22 77 8

301712
0tt04
350212
00001
2 7 L+ 2 13

7 tl 6 4 8
15 2\ 12 15 50

Note: lThe instrumental and expressive functions are not
mutuaì ìy exclusive.

I = protection El = identify wearer
2 = comfort/convenience E2 = describe dress
J = change of status E3 = identify group
! = other reward E4 = rel igious ritual

E5 = other symbol



Appendix G

RELATT(]NSHIP BETWEEN FUNCTT()NS AND BOI]KS t]F THE T(]RAH

TABLE 9

Relationships Between Functions and Books of the Torah

lnstrumental (l) Express i ve (E)

Book
of Torah

il l2 r3 t5 Eì E2 r3 E4 E5

Genes i s
E xodu s
Leviticus
Number s
D eu te r onomy

9529 15
230
8o
lt

t6
l8
21

6
2

22
l6

l+

9
2

19 r r

28 99
20 13
0t
06

4
t3
l4
0

3

026
53 ì4
3t 586
o7
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