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The purpose of this paper was to examine the 1973-1975
anti-Confucius campaign. It wag inm nportant to study this mass
campaign because such campalgns were a normal feature of the

Chinese communist political process and thersby served as =

of the political climate., The anti-Confucius campalign

i

uag
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occurred in the crucial years after the upheaval of the

tural Revolution and the downfall in 1971 of Defense ¥

Lin Plao. At this time the radicals and the moderaces
ed to be vying for key power positions as the Party, governmant,

and country were being rebuilt. Most writers who analysed or

But by doing so, they missed the similarities batwasen e anti-
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Confucius campaign and other mass campalgns which have taken

place on a continuing basis under the comnmunist regime. This
153
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most likely was the reasoen we dizcoverad nine differsnt inter-

pretations from nine different authors. It was precisely this
lack of consensus (probabdly due to the narrow 3cope taken) which
impressed upon this writer the need o approach the anti-Con-

fuciuz campalzgn from the brosder perspective. Thersefore, this
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papar primarily attempted to study the anti-Confucius canpalign
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seemed to be the radicals' bid to regain the power and pre-
tige that was probably slowly slipping to the moderates as
Chou was rebuilding the Party. Headed by Ch'iang Ch'ing and
Wang Hung-wen, the radicals in the Politiburo possibly felt
that if they could return China to the revolutionary course

of development and ethos of the Cultural Revolution, then,

as during the Cultural Revolution, the mobilized masses con-
verted the Maoist ideology, would become the radicals' power
‘base and they might therefore regain the balance of power and
become Mao's heirs. 1In attempting “an ideological revolution”,
the radicals in their writings and speeches during this broad
campaign portrayed Confucius as a vain and proud man who was
determined to revive the old (slave-owning) system, hated any-
thing new, and encouraged people to practise moderation and
obedience. The masses were to struggle against any remnants
of such traditional attitudes and practises wherever they
existed in Chinese society, even if they were within the Party.
Confucian culture was to be replaced with the Maoist ideology,
and they were to '"go against the tide", to "advance boldly and
without care'", and to "continue the ideological revolution in
the superstructure launched during the Cultural Revolution,

accepting it and all 'socialist newborn things'."

After June 1974 it was clear that the campaign was no
longer completely ideological nor purely radical. Criticism ses-

sions and the writing of wallposters were apparently taking people
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the production process an

tles. The moderates subseouently injected economic mat-

ters into ideolozlcal discussions and debstes 1n atiempts
<

ttemnt to control it for constructive economic purposes. The
parase often read during these later stages of the

algn
vas “"revolution and production.” Concurrent with this eppsi-

-

to.t

ent attempt to deradicalize

ideo ]o gical end economic purposes (after sll, the moderates

the leaders 11p also probably wamited the masses Lo
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accept the communist ideclogy and relinguish traditionsl

e

zttitudes and practises walcih undoubtedly hampevred growth),
Chou stressed unlbty within the factionally split Party and ohe-
ience to it by the masses. This contrasted with the radicalsf

he maln power and To encourage the

15 to rebel egainst the moderatess in the leadership. The power

struzggle whlch seemed to be occurring made the anti-

Confuclus compaign appear so confusiing as there were con-—

<

flicting Party communiques within the same edition of

Peking Review,
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In the February 8, 1974 issue of Peking Review there appeared

o

an article entitled "Carry the Struggle to Criticize Lin Piao
and Confucius through to the Bnd". Here for the first time
Lin Piao wasg accused of belng a "devout disciple of Confucius"

11 <

and of using Confucianism as = reactlionary ideologicsal wea-

‘.J'

pori «., toO usurp Party leadership, seize state power, and

1 D

restore capitalism," 1f Confucianism was the docti rin
extolled by Lin in opposition o the "thought™ of lme, "only

by criticizing the doctrine of Confucius and ilencius advo-

cated by Lin Piao can we repudiate the ultra-Rightist nature

W

of his counter-r revolutionary revisionist line Penetratingly
4
and thoroughly." ' Quotes such ac
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went on to conclude that the proletariat must Struggle against
"outdated traditional ideas and erroneous schools and trends
in thought'" so that there would be a revolution in the super-
structure, "filling it with Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung
Thought”.é' Another article entitléd "Confucius - A Thinker
who Stubbornly Upheld the Slave System" (October 12, 1973)
described the ancient "class struggle" between the Confucian-
ists and the Legalists "on the ideological front'" and went

on to say that criticism of Confucius was helpful in allow-
ing the people to take part in an "actual class struggle and
especially in grasping the class struggle in the ideological
sphere of the superstructure."7' It woﬁld therefore appear
from articles written before the linking of Confucius with
Lin Piao that there was a goal behind the anti-Confucius
campaign of a different nature and that since the campaign

to criticize Lin Piao was still in progress, a bond was
formed between them to strengthen both campaigns. Accepting
as given that nothing in Chinese politics is simple and uni-
functional, it will further to assumed that both these cam-
paigns were multi-faceted with only a few such features in
common (these being exploited by the linkage). The anti-Lin

Piao campaign will no longer be discussed.

THEORIES

If one were to review Party communiques concerning the
anti-Confucius campaign from 1973 to 1975 (or only the begin-

ning or end of the campaign), one could postulate many dif-



erent hypotheses as to the nature of the campaign - 1its
leaders, targets, and functions. The ambiguity of the

rhetoric and of all other‘pronouncements pertaining to

the anti-Confucius campaign was reflected in the lack of
consensus over the appropriate interpretation of this cam-
paign. The narrow scope from which most writers viewed the
campaign - simply from the context of recent political events -
probably further hindered their ability to agree on chief com-
ponents of the campaign such as its leaders, targets, and func-
tions. While each writer had an interpretation which varied

in some ways, these nine interpretatipns of the campaign fell
into two main categories centering on a power struggle and the
Cultural Revolution. Concerning a possible power struggle two
generalizations arose. First, that the anti-Confucius campaign
represented a power struggle by the radicals against the mod-
erates, or second, that it represented a power struggle by

the moderates against the radicals. Concerning the Cultural
Revolution, three generalizations arose. First, that the anti-
Confucius campaign was a continuation of the Cultural Revolution
second that it was a reversal, or third, that the campaign was
unrelated to the Cultural Revolution. The Cultural Revolution
category encompassed broader issues of mobilization or consoli-
dation which in turn included revolutionary morality, cadre re-
habilitation, educational and economic policy, orientation,foreijy
policy outlooks, and so on. While there was some overlap be-

tween these two main categories, it was felt that matters con-
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other words, Barnett concluded that

.dence of a serious bower strugszle occurring

leadership (presumably this was th

Lin Piao and his military supporters

In the March-April 1974
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Jurgen Domes in "The Pattern of Politics {September—
— -

October 1974, Problems of Communism), was of the opinion that

for him, the anti-Confucius campaign represented another
attempt to apply the Maoist approach to economic and socisl
development, especially mass mobilization and harsh austerity.
He was of the opinion that conflict in dispubtes over personal
power and policy in Chinz all revolved around the proper
appfoach to development. The anti~Confucius campaign
supposedly demonstrated that the Msoist sfrategy had the

upper hand, much as it had during the Great Proletarian

Cultural Revolution, the Great Leap Forward, and 1970-1971

“

"O

before the demise of Lin Piamo, wh

"militarize ."1 Domes 2lso noted that during the campaign

:n the society was highly

the "organizational instrument" appeared o be the urban

working class, with some mass involvement. The leadersh

f—-J .
o

£

was seen to be in open fzctional strife.

Another interprstation appeared in Current Scene, in

July 197ME13‘ This article claimed that the anti-Confucius
campalgn was launched after the Tenth Party Congress {August
1973) to halt the erosion of the radical reforms of the Cul-
tural Revolution. The campaign began by criticizing ideolog-
ical backsliding in education and “then in the cultural sphere,

The campaign became linked with that against Lin Plac for two

reasons:  first because Lin
- -
and second because both Lin

LR A @ irad b e A s e NI
vwitn conservatism and patronizing atii

e 4 e : 2 n -y e S 5 R, o P S 1
This interpretation echoed the othzrs in its views that the
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campalign was initiated by radicals for "the continustion of
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the specialist revolution in the supersbructure. Vore

t the anti-Confucius
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specifically, the article i

campalign was aimed at "feudal landholders" who exercised
gy Py
power independent of the center and yet vpromised more central

control., QCurrent Scene also claimed that the campaign was %o

function as an educational tool to increase the people’s ide-

ty and willingness to criti-

&g
0
o3

}-x .

ological knowledge and their abil

1t ~ .l

cize, an example being the formztion of "weasant Ltheoreticians
AT oy N

1

and "theory teams”.

Simon Leys also maintained that all developments of the

anti~Confucius campaign were engineered by the Hzoist radical

group headed by Ch'iang Ch'ing,VWang Hung-wen, Chang Chung~Chiao,
and Yao Wen-yusn (now known as the "Gang of Four" or the

"Shanghal group") to cl
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keep China underdevelopeqd) .~ °f Therefore, an "anti-CGonfucius"
mass campalgn was needed to make explicit these traditional
values and attitudes which had persizsted {(2long with some
vestiges of capitalism and imperialism) inte the socialist

ociety so that they could be surmounted possibly with a
revolution like the Cultural Revolution. Thiz link made
betwe the two led tarr to likewlize conclude that the
anti-Confucius campalgn waos intended to foster and preserv
acceptance of the Cultural Revolution and its changea -~ tha
the anti-Confuclus campalgn represented a genuine campalign
cagainst Confuclanism and caplitelism. Stary reminded us that
the Cultural Revoluvion bhad only imp chs
and thet serlous problems remnlined cuch as the o
of students, cadres refusing to take part in monual labor,
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Starer's more literal
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nterpre
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iug campalign saw no contradition in the link with the anti-
Lin Piao campaign. Starr implied that the two campaigns vere
linked not simply in order to strengthen the anti-Lin Piao
campaign but also to deepen the anti-Confucius campaign. It

" 2

was a matter of timing revolving around strong criticism of
Piao at the Tenth Party Congress and the concurrent
launching of the anti-Confucius campaign., Lin now a "de-

bt &2

posed” and faulty leader, was to serve as a dramatic negs-

cl‘

tive example. Lin himself was depicted as a Confucianis
with examples given of his use of Confuclian languasze and

ideas and his writing of Confucian scrolls. Confuclus and

Lin were charged with analagous sins. Doth attempted to

the true interests of the
saental skille over manusl

onzs, urging non~violence, celebrating innate genlug and so on.
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The Ti1fth context in which Btarr looked at the anti-

Confucius campaign was mass movements, slthough vex

a series of mass campaligns (known as phases of mobilization)
interspersed with pesriods of consoclidation which could be
predictable (in that sense) and was an abttempt supposadly
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Revolution. Starr concluded that the campaign had Mao's

imprimatur and its lines of criticism were in accordance

with his, but that Mao probably did not ‘take an active part

in the campaign. He attributed the. contradictory aspects

of the anti-Confucius campaign to contending factions which

on the one hand encouraged the students, workers and peasants,

and on the other hand attempted to 1limit these impulses.lg'
The most comprehensive reporting concerning the anti-

Confucius campaign appeared in a series of articles by Leo

Goodstadt in the Far Eastern Economic Review from November

1973 to October 1974. They are interesting because they
demonstrated the difficulty and uncertainty to which analysis
of the campaign so easily lent itself. Initially in November
1973, Goodstadt noted that while the Soviet press reflected

a view that the anti-Confucius campaign was part of a "secret
campaign' against Chou because of his rehabilitation of dis-

graced cadreszzo‘

the Yugoslavian press disagreed. Goodstadt
shared their view that the anti-Confucius campalign was not
against Chou but an attempt to tackle problems from the grass-
roots up.21' He dismissed any suggestion that the campaign

was a purely intellectual coﬁfrontation, because any annota-
tions were erroneous oOT distorted.22° From the start, Good-
stadt felt the campaign was initiated by Mao and Chou to stress
discipline and a strong, orderly government (as represented by

the Legalists), and to weed out "heretics" everywhere in order

to solve China's problems. In January 1974, Goodstadt

18
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campaign in the context of recent events. In looking at the
L

anti-Confucius canmpaign as a unique phenomena within the

~

context of an unstable political climate, they neglected the
Tact that campaigns had occurred before and were a continu-
ous aspect of the Chinese political ethos. Thus it is

necessary to examine the past to see if the anti-Confuci us

Campalgn was comparable to other nmass campaligns. The 1957~
1958 A1l People Rectification campaign and the 1962-1965

review of the communiques of the anti-Confuciug campaign

will be done in Chapter 3. With background information on
the three campaigns,
be compared with the
campzligns to determine

n was similar to

o
joN

extent the anti-Confucius campalgn corresponde

e

the times in an attempt to esccount for its unique features,

that is those that were not explained by a comparison with

other mags czmpaigns, In conclusion, what has been learned about

the anti-Confucius campaizn will beo compzred Lo other writers®

P I SIS 1 ey ey - T3 Tney v AV e e -
retationg.  Thie paper will conclude by speculating about

23
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may be observed to have unique features, an examination of
political events following the Cultural Revolution will be
done to ascertain to what degree the uniqueness of the cam-
paign can be viewed as a symptom of a divided leadership and/
or power struggle. Hence the campaign will also be studied

2.

in the context of current political evénts. Chapter 4 will
conclude with a summary of the findings about the anti-Con-
fucius campaign from the studies made of it in the two con-
texts and thereby test the validity of the hypotheses, Chap-
ter 5 will close this paper with a restatement of the hypo-
theses and findings, a comment on the other writers® inter-

pretations in relatlon to these findings and speculations zs
o &)

to th

D

implications of thils paper for the study of Chinese

}._la

&}

politic

Q]
|92 ]
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tion campaign and the 1962-1965 Socialist = ucation.campaign

Onece these two campaighs have been studied, general observae

tions can be made about the nature of Mass campaigns, especi-
ally those after 1956, This chapter should mzke clear the

T mass Campaigns, and
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therefore be g reference and guide in studying the anti-

DESCRIPTION OF HASS CAMPATIGNS

ost China watchers have noted the "eyelical” nature

politics bhoth before 1949 ang afterwvard, Under

Campalgns, particularily after 1954, Acconding to Alan
Liu,

& mass campzign consists of

planned dculonu Tor a partic

usually involving “the mobili

number of Uaoolc to engage i

intensive, angd concentrated 21.

such political Phenomena had been heavily relieg ‘upont by the

Chinese Communist Par "ty since itg victory in order to mobilize

oy P e e P COP Nad et
alver tne advent of Socialisa,
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a
3

was quickly terminated on June ve replaced by an "anti.-

rightist" campaign against those who had criticized the re-

a
I
I

gime. This may have been because the Party leadership sud-~

Hundred Flowers debacle, the emphasis in mass campaligns

was reversed and a new trend emer

The new trend in mass campalgns beginning in 1957 with
the A1l People Rect
dedication to 1deologicel education and moulding to “vrecon-
struct man", with "reconstruction of the s8ystem” becoming

4o 8

secondary. As an article in Political Studv stated:

socizalist construction has two aspects: one is
reconstruction of +the syste the o*HCﬂ i
reconstruction of ese r
struction of nan ; 9
Tthoughts and hat -

have not been bﬁ

and habilt i

not well

value systenm among

"
The people, '™  Townsend lebelled these mass campaigns "ideo-
logical”, that is +those alned primarily at "ideological in-
AR
5 1 - e

s of 1gha.
s R I
ideology.
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and most mass movenents since then have assumed

that the ‘reconstruction of man® +thro: ugh ideoclog-

leal indoctrination is essential Ffor the futher
advance of socialist construction, bl

Although Townsend used the term "ideolo ogical indoctrin-

ation" often, he never defined ideclogical, only inplying

.

that ideological indoctrination was for the purposes of get-

113 L! 5 3

ting the masses "accepting communist ideoloey. Since

.

there appeared to be nc unanimity among writers concernine

O
ideology, we defined ideoclogical as relating to a certain

world outlook which critiques past and presant events, pre-

£

sents values and goals for the future, and designates a plan

of action to attain these goals. Ideclogical campaigns

<

ot

n
China seemed to be primarily for the purposes of breaking down
traditional attitudes and values, indoctrinating the populace

‘with the Chinese communist ideology, and therashy creating a

36



attempts to reconstruct the very nature of man - his beliefs,
values, and attitudes. These were normative endesvors in
which there was criticism of people’s attitudes (and subse-

tilons based on such attitudes), discussion of dig-

gquentl

&z
o]
(¢

lectics, struggle, and the role of the proletariat in history,
and cebate over erroneous interpretations of past events, the
correct course of the dictatorship, and the correct path of

Ching? s modernization.

kS

Neither Liu nor Townsend, the two who have written the
most about mass campaigns, gave a detailed account of this
ideological trend in mass campaigns, However, as examples

of this trend and purpose of mass movements after 1956, Town-

send mentioned the All Peownle Rectification campalgn and the
Socizlist Education campaign, writing & 1ittle abhout the
Tormer and just noting +the latter,

The 1957~1958 rectification movement was, thare-

fore, a new type of mass movament in that it was

p“i?&filj dedicated to ideological indoctrination

rather than the implementation of more specific

Party programs,

«e« the revival of national campsignsz Ffor ideo-

logical indoctrination in 1963-1965 ... b6,

1973) was the Cultural Revolution which was too complex an




trend in mass campaligng will energe and lend itself to com~

1

barison with the anti-Confuciug campaign. This comparison

2

should determine which oFf the features of the anti~Confucius
campalilgn might be ezplained in the context of the campaign
mpal

simply being another mass movement,

1957-1958 ALL PROPLE RICTIFICATION CAIIPA TGN

£

From the end of the liberalization.period to the begin-

[

ning of the de~escalation ox retreat Trom the Greast Leap For-

b

ward (abproximately June 1957 %o July 1958), Fao ang the

radicals in the leadership held the
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campalgn, the "hsia-fang' (" downvard transfer®) Campszign, the
oatT T,onnm WA 5] s Ty yackoey b b T ok TP S 4 .
Great Leap romiare, the Party rectification campalgn, and the

< Taldat A maesd o U il Ty o 08 A = s 3
POCLRLLEY Bducation movement. The First was aimed primarily

1]

he intellectuzls whae had exvpressed criticism

3 N KR 7 . -
auring the Hundred Flowers ¢
trinating the rest, The nex
. 3 2 .
political and economic matter

did have ideological overtones such as "elass struggle” +o

root out "noxious bourgeois weeds" =nd "class enenies'

(especially in the countr

~

|
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ana cadres to crana’

the Pariy rectification ectuzlly
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masses to a collectlive soclalist ethos, the Rectification
campalgn was launched.

The Third Central Committee Plenum September 1957
changed this policy [Party rectification] ., Teng
Hsiao-p'ing's "Report on the Rectification Can-

paign" did call for the rectification of the cad-

res, but the emphasis shifted to education for
gocialism, that is, intensification of the ideo-
logical indoctrination of the rural populaiion and
cadres, kg,

Because of the ideological content and nature of
fication campaign (September 1957 through the spring of 1958),
a

=4
it was commonly referred to as socialigt education" move-

ment, Rectification at the masgs level

took the form of a nationwide debate, under the
slozans of *great blooming and contending® held
over from the 'hundred flowers® period, on the
following general questions, whether or not the
revolution and the work of construction had been
correct; whether or not the socialist road should

be taken; whether or not the Party leadership, pro-
letarian dictatorship, and democratic centralism
vere necessary; whether or not foreign policy had
heen correct. There was, of course, only ene

correct answar to these questions, and tha objec~
tive of the campaign was to ingtill a genuine

o
)

acceptance of the ‘*correct' answers in the en-
tire population. 50.

Before the mass debates took place, there was solicitation

of opinions in small groups followed by intense discussion
and consequently debate. Heetings were held in factories,

cooperatives, street association, and most other popular

e

groupings apparently to discuss and debste the Party®s "work

o M iy
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The discussions and debates to bring about ideologieal in-
doctrination were now connected to critical economic issues
among the population. In addition to prebleﬁs with cadres,
workers discussed issues of increasing production, welfare,
and wages. Peasants debated questions concerning grain
supply and distribution, management, and cooperation in

and among Agricultural Producters® Cooperatives. In resi-
dent committees,; housewives discussed neigbourhood services,
good housework, small-scale street projects, and volunteering
for rural 1abor953° In other words, ideological indoctrine
ation seemed to be eventually accompsnied by afﬁ@mpts to
better the economy so that “a great spiritual force becomes

a great material force." However, although economic matters
were being stressed along with ideological education, the
premise that "correct thinking® was an absolute pre-condition
of economic development was very explicitly stated, probably
so that everyone would know the true order of prioritiesm54°
With the strong ideological focus and the added economic
issues, the Rectification campaign appeared to flow naturally
into the Great Leap Forward to become part of a continuous
push for increasing correct mass consciousness and creating

a socialist economy,

The 1957-1958 A1l People Rectification campalgn thus
seemed to have been highly ideological, While its prime
burpose apparently was to educate and re-indoctrinate the
masses to foresake their traditional values and attitudes

for those of the Maoist ideology, production was stressed
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in later stages of the campaign. Besides debating ideologi~-
cal matters dealing with "correct thinking" concerning
socialism and the Party®s dictatorship, discussion of
economic questions to increase production also occurred.
While the radicals in the leadership may have wanted to
stress ideological changes above all else, the moderates
were possibly more concerned with the economy; Mao, as

the Great Leap Forward showed, was apparently interested
in both aspects. The leadership was therefore probably
able to remain quite united after the Hundred Flowers cam-
paign as to the need for ideological changes among the

masses as well as to the need for economic progress,

The 1957~1958 All People Rectifiecation campaign seemed
to be initially end primarily an ideclogical mass campalgn.
This could suggest that this campaign was begun by Maoc and
the radicals, aimed at the people and cadres, to change their
traditional~-capitalist values and practises and indoctrinate
them to the new Maoist ideology based en a collective sociale
ist ethic, While the above was probably the first configur—
ation of leaders, targets, and purposes, ancther cenfigura-
tion seemed to arise in later phases of the campaign. We
could speculate that with Mao's approval (or possibly in-
sistence) the moderates also included economic matters in
the ideological discussion sessions. A truer picture of the
nature of this mass campalgn may therefore be to regard Mao

as principal leader, with the radicals and moderates heading
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different aspects of the campaign. Both aspects of the cam-
paign seemed to be aimed at the masses and cadres (although
the moderates,especlally Liu and Teng,apparently believed
party rectification should be an intra~party undertaking and
not open to the masses) for the purposes of either ideologi~

cal or economic changes,

1962-1965 SOCIALIST EDUCATION CAMPAIGN

The Socialist Education campaign (SEC) was launched
during the Central Committee®s Tenth Plenum in September 1962
and ended in approximately November 1965 with the attack on
the historian-playwright Wu Han, which unofficially began
the Cultural Revolution. The Cultural Revolution can be
seen a8 the natural extension of the Sociazlist Education came
paign on a gigantic, more comprehensive scale. Although
Richard Blaum and Fredrick Teiwes, who had written most
extensively on the Socialist Education campaign, dated the
campaign to August 1966 (when the Cultural Revolution was
formally viewed as taking—off), they called the November
1965 - August 1966 time span a "transition period", filled
with uncertainty, which Westerners could enly speculate about.55°

Therefore, our time period for the campaign will end in Novem-

ber 1965.

The Socialist Education campalgn subsumed many other
smaller campaigns such as the “Four Cleans", "lLearning from
the PLA" (People®s Liberation Army), “part-time work -~ part-

time study" education, rural cadre rectification, compiling
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village histories and surveys, cultural reform, class strug-
gle, and many others - all being couched in ideological lan-
guage. What were the motives for thig flurry of political
and ideological activity during these years? It mnay be that
the motives were basically two-fold, namely Mao®s attempts to
Ye-gain power supremacy and to reinstate his plan for China®s

development according to his "thought" (ideology).

The period after the Great Leap Forward, namely 1960-~
1962, witnessed an increasing number of liberal policies
primarily aimed at the recovery of the Chinese economy. In
attempting to ease economiec difficulties and soothe people's
feelings after the tumultuous mobilization effort of the
Leap with its subsequent excesses and failures (as well as
those caused by natural calamities of the time), the Party
leadership allowed private plots, free markets and individual
households (although as part of cooperatives). Eventually the
observance of traditional socio-economic practises such as
religious festivals, dowries, and arranged marriages even
seemed to return. In January 1962 at g Party “work confer-
ence", Chairman Liu Shac-ch®i criticized the Great Leap For-
ward (and indirectly Mao) by reaffirming the comtinuation of
economic consolidation, He declared that some of the "right-
ists" who had lost their positions in 1957-1958 would be re~
habilitated, and concluded that the Party needed more internal
democracy and less centralism, Mao apparently objected, al-
though ineffectually, to both Liu's economic and political

‘s 6 . . . :
p081t10ns@5 °  In August Liu was confirmed a8 Chairmen, and
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published "How to Be a Good Communist", which was to be read
concurrently with the writings of Mao, constituting "a piece
of self-assertion of a kind rarely attempted in China since

1949 by anyone but Mao“"57°

Both Liu*s and General Secretary
Teng Hsiamo-p®ing’s power appeared to be increasing as they
seemed to be firmly entrenching themselves at the head of
8,

the Party organization95 By the September Plenum, Mao
appeared to have reinjected himself into the political main-
streams, Liu apparently had been saying since the 1956 Eighth
Party Congress that there no longer was a struggle between
capitalism and socialism, but that the contradiction now was
between an advanced social system and a backward productive
sector, DMao seemed to have got the Plenum to reaffirm tThat
there was class struggle between the stages of capitalism
and communism and that it was presently occurring. He
stated:

There still exist in society bourgeois influ-

ences, the force of habit of old soclety and

the spontaneous tendancy towards capitalism

among parts of the small producers. Therefore,

among the peéople, z small number of persons,

making up only a tiny fraction of the total

population who have not undergone soclal re-

moulding, always attempt to depart from the

socialist road and turn to the capitalist road

whenever there is an opportunity ... We must

remain vigilant and resolutely oppose in good

time various opportunistic ideological tendan-
cies in the Party. 59.

Mao similarily stated that the liberal post-Leap policies had
generated undesirable problems. Among them were first, the
peasants?! "spontaneous tendancy toward capitalism” such as

private plots, "speculation”, free markets, and the cadres
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co-~operating with the peasants furthering this tendancy;
second, the revival of "feudal practises" such as witch-
craft, religious festivals, arranged marriages; and third,
problems with the cadres such as corruption, demoralization,
"commandism", and "bureaucratization"eéo6 Hence, possibly
in order to "never to forget the class struggle", to allevi-
ate these difficulties, and to reassert the dominance of
‘his political position and "thought", Mao launched the

Socialist Education'campaign during the Plenum; "... intend-

ing the SEC to be a revolutionary movement of cosmic scaleﬁ"61°
Most of the cadres, on the other hand, probably were tired
after the Great Leap Forward and did not want another mass
campaign, while many ih,the leadership appeared apprehensive
over the disruptive effects the campaign could have on the
economy°62° They seemed particularly concerned about agri-
culture which was Jjust beginning to revive after the Leap,
However, they acquiesced and did not formally oppose the
launching of the Socialist Education campaign possibly feeling

63.

that they could redirect or quietly end it.

In the winter of 1962-1963, the campaign proceeded on
a limited basis in certain rural areas. It was not apparently
proving to be very effective which the leadership said was
because of the lack of good leadership at the basic levels
felt to be due to the "impurity of basic-level cadres® work
style"”. Leading cadres were told to raise the ideological,
political and managerial levels of the basic cadres by criti-

cism~-self-criticism, Many were also "transferred down".

46



People outside the Party were encouraged to form "work teams"
to assist in the training of the cadres and the education of

the masses,.

It may be that when Mao saw that the campaign was
floundering, he decided fto give it formal direction. Hence
it really became a systematic campaign with the issuing of
the "Pirst Ten Points" in May 1963, The "First Ten Points"
proclaimed once more the continuing class struggle in which
both the people and the cadres had to participate, as well
as the need for socialist education and work (Article 1).

In the countryside, the socialist reconstruction took the
form of the "Four Cleans", that is "cleaning up" {(or better
handling) of accounts, granaries, properties, and cadre work
points. (Mao apparently felt that it was cadre corruption
causing peasant dissatisfaction). Peasant associations were
to oversee the work of the communes and production brigades,
although not to interfere (Article III)e The poor peasants
were to form “representative groups" to educate, raise ideo~
logical consciousness, and “"consolidate the collective econ~
bmy" (Article IV), Attempts were to be made to solve the
contradiction between labor (in the production process) and
work (administrative and leadership responsibilities) (Article
V). All this was to detect the misdeeds of hostile classes
and "to set the masses in motion" for a “socialist revolu-
.tionary struggle that would deal a smashing blow to the

64,

. . ) N .= .
frenzied attack of the capitalists”. In the cities, the

campaign took the form of the "five Antis", but little is
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known of this campaign (probably because it was too close

to the Party top bureaucracy)é5°

Thus, while economic fac-

tors were mentioned by Mao, these were probably used to fur-

ther the Maoist 4

seemed to really be

trination. Mao wrote at the beginning of the First Ten

Points:

This struggle is one for the re-education of
men; for the reorganization of the revolution-~
ary class force to wage sharp and effective
struggles against the forces of capitalism and
feudalism which are launching an audacious attack
upon us; it is a movement to Suppress their coun-
ter-revolutionary activities and to remould the
majority of these elements into new men; it is
also a campaign for the Jjoint participation of
cadres and the masses in productive labor and
scientific experiments, with a view to bringing
our Party a step further in becoming a more
glorious, greater, and more correct Party, and
making our cadres well-versed in pelitics and
business operations, both red and expert, well
integrated with and supported by the masses,
instead of being divorced from the masses, and
considering them officials and overlords,

After the completion of this education movement,
there will emerge in the country a climate of
brightness and prosperity.

The campaign®s success was to be judged by political eri

since
educat

practi

p’ing
Educat

of the

evelopment strategy for the First Ten Points

stressing ideological change and indoc-~

66,

teria

fundamentally and foremost it was said to be to "re-

e" man, changing traditional-capitalist values and
ses.

In September 19673, Party General Secretary Teng Hs
brought out a further document concerning the Soci
lon campaign named "Some Conerete Policy Formulati

Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party

the Rural Socialist Education Movement (Draft}”, simply

48
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knovwn as tﬁe "Later Ten Points". The Later Ten Points appear-
ed different from the brevious ones in that they stressed the
need for the cadres to keep everything under contrel. While
there was a stronger call for the formulation of work teams,
the teams were instructed not to undermine the authority of
the existing Party structure (Articie II). Tutelage over

the basic-level cadres was not to be interpreted as taking
control., Only lip service seemed to be paid to mass mobili-
zation and class stfuggle as the document made it gquite clear
that the "revolution" depended upon the quaiity of the Party
organiza-tion,67° While the Later Ten Points (like the First
Ten Points) restated that there was to be a readjustment of
basic Party units, organization, and the economic structure
to strengthen political education and eliminate "bad elementg®
(this to be done by the work teams), all this was to be accom-~
- plished by "gentle handling", even of landlords and rich
peasants (Article VII), = The movement was to be a2 mild one

S0 as not to harm production while advancing the class
struggle, and from the Later Ten Points it sppeared that
economic factors were to be the importanﬁ ones of the cam-
paign. Both Parris Chang and this writer (Baum implied this
also) believed that although Mao criticized the Later Ten
Points for neglecting the struggle between the "two classesg®
and the "two roads", he did not really see the true distor-
tion of his initial purpose for the campaign until June 1964
at which time he reaffirmed that the success of the campalgn

68.
could only be established by political criteria. The 1964
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New Year edition of the Chinese daily papers carried Mao®s
address stressing the "great vigor" of the people and the
radical political developments during the éampaign as "poli-
tics taking command”. The PLA was to be emulated for its
political and ideological virtue (this became the 1964 "Learn
from the PILA" campaign). The editorials emphasized the need .
to cultivate a "revolutionary successor" generation to keep
up the class struggle when the old leaders died., It also
contained a strong vilification of Soviet revisionism, and
warned that China too may "change colors" if it should stray
from its revolutionary path to become capitalistic. The
editorials ended with a glorification of “Mao-study" which
stated that by participating in the "ecult of Mac-study” one
could learn how to deal with'daily problems and follow the

69.

"correct road”.

In June 1964, Mao possibly optimistic over the advance
of ideological converstion of the people, issued the “Organi-
zational Rules of Poorer and Lower-middle Peasants Associa~
tions", which gave the peasant associations greater power to
"supervise” the work of management committees at each level,
while stressing that their true purpose was to educate and
struggle against capitalism and feudalism. The "Spring Forum
on Education" (February 1964) and Ch'iang Ch'ing's (Madame Mao)
reform of the Peking Opera were supposed to change societal
institutions with the aim of re-shaping attitudes and valuess?O“
The "Learn from the PLA" and the "Bringing up of Successors®

campalgns were in full motion by the summer. In July Mao put
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Liu Shao~ch®i in charge of the "Four Cleans". (He was later
to label Liu as "China®s Khrushchev" and say that he put Liu
. in charge, knowing that Liu was elitist and that his handling
of the campaign would demonstrate that he was only concerned
with production.) Liu issued a revised draft of the Later
Ten Points, known as‘the Revised Later Ten Points in Septen-
ber 1964, The reviséd draft had a very pessimistic outlook
and dwelt on the seriousness of the problems facing China,
Basically, the Revisé& Later Ten Points focused on the lack
of integrity and political awareness of the basic-level cadres,
and emphasized the great importance of the work teams which
were to be chosen and controlled by the leading cadres, The
document stated that "the whole movement should be run by

the work teams" (Article III)., The basic cadres were to

be dealt with more seriously and with less leniency. A

hard line was also to be taken towards the masses, subjecting

everyone to greater mobilization.

Among all work items of the Socialist Eduea-
tion Movement, mobilization of the masses
should be put in the first place. It is the
fundamental task in developing the Seocialist
Education Movement. (Article II)

The document went on to say that the majority of cadres could
be consolidated only after the peasant masses had been fully
mobilized (Article VI). In this way Liu seemed to be rever-
sing the Later Ten Points which intended this undertaking to
go on simultansously. The Revised Later Ten Points was
subsequently attacked by Mao as putting all the blame for

political and economic difficulties on the lower-level cadres
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in order to distract attention from the vices of the top
bureaucracy. Mao appeared to have said that he was not
willing to compromise on the issues of class struggle and
decentralization, and that Liu was a "revisionist" for he was
not using the "Marxist-Leninist method of leoking at things"
and was neglecting to study the contradiction between capi-
talism and socialisma71° Hence, Mao apparently decided that
the campaign should also include invelving the masses to
rectify the top Party people who were taking the capitalist

road,

In December 1964 Premier Chou En-lai®s report to the
National People'’s Congress, "Report on Government Work",
called for an enlargement of the Socialist Education campaign
for "ecleaning up in politics, economics, ideology, and or-
ganization" everywhere., This seemed to imply that the cam-
paign was to have a greater scope than before. There simi-
larily appeared to be a realization that economiec factors
could be incorporated into the campaign although Mao's
principal priorities for the Soeialisgt Education campaign
still focussed on greater on peasant mobilization, the
improvement of leadership, the elimination of "bad elements”
engaged in destructive activities, and the elimination of
cadre corruption and malpractise., In Chou‘s report to the

Congress he emphasized:

We must promote both the revolutienary spirit

of daring to think, daring to speak and daring

to act and a scientific realistic approach. On

the one hand, there must be great enthusiasm in

work and on the other, labor must be alternated

with rest, ' 72.
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It was apparently Chou who apparently in a less pre-
tentious and non-threatening manner (to Mao®s political posi-
tion) got Mao's approval to include economic matters so that
production would not suffer because of the campaign but might
benefit by linking enthusiasm for socialism in its ideclogi~
cal form with enthusiasm for socialism in its econonmic form.
While political conciousness was stated to be always nece-~
ssary for increased production as "politics takes command® ,

nistakes of the Great Leap Forward were not %0 be repeated,

«ee¢ When the movement was completed, there
would ‘emerge throughout the nation =
new climate for progress into greater
prosperity,? _ 73
In 1965 there seemed to be clear indications that Moo
was struggling hard for the ascendancy of his version of the

campalign. The New Year editorial for 1965 in People's Daily

once again affirmed the antagonistic contradiction betwsen
capitalism and socialism which had been downgraded in the
Revised Later Ten Points. Mao formally repudiated the Re-
Vised Later Ten Points and in a new dictum, "Some Problems
Currently Arising in the Course of the Rural Secialist Edu-
cation Movement" (known as the "Twenty-three Points"), began
by stating the existence of antagonistic contradictions and
a struggle between capitalism and socizalism which the cam-
paign was to eradicate. This view of the campaign as re-
volving around the "two roads" was presented as the only
Marxist-Leninist interpretation of the campaign (Article II),

A new set of "four cleans" ("clean politics, clean economics,

53



clean organization, and clean ideology") was to be applied
to both the countryside and the cities. "Three-way Alli-
ances" were to be formed between the peasants, basiec cadres,
and work teams to "boldly unleash the masses" (Article V).
Consequehtly there was also to be less hostility to the
basic~-level cadres who were to be rectified through educa-
tion and persuasion. The real villains were said to be re~-

siding higher up.

The key point of this Movement is to rectify
those people in positions of authority within
the Party who take the capitalist road ... for
there are some [among those at higher levels]...
even in the work of Provincial and Central Com-
mittee department, who oppose socialism.
(Article II)

By the spring and summer of 1965 "consolidation of cadres
and masses became a major focus"74° of the campaign. The
quest for unity between the cadres and the masses and better
production apparently became the core of a new rural policy
giving greater power to the peasant asscciations. Harsh

methods were no longer used to weed out class enemies among

the basic-~level cadres,

There was little evidence, however, that

this easing of pressure on the basic~level

cadres was accompanied by any major shift

of the Four Clean movement to new targets

at higher levels; 756

no effective mechanism for such a campalgn
existed as yet. 76,

The last major campaign which took place under the
rubric of the Socialist Education campalign began in July

1965 to “study the thought of Mao Tse~tung". t seemed to
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demonstrate a more radical shift in the campaign as Mao was
probably increasingly regaining power over Liu and Teng.
Very strong emphasis was placed on self-reliance and self-
sacrifice. Mao more strongly seemed to imply that good eco-
nomic performance did not mean good ideological performance.
In order to extend political control and ideological educa-~
tion, "political instructors" (usually from the PLA) and
"political team leaders" were sent into production brigades,
By October 1965 a smaller campaign was in progress to "revo-
lutionize hsien Party committees", and Party secretaries
started to submit to public self-ecriticism. In November
began the attack on Wu Han, and from there, the Socialist
Education campaign quickly expanded into the Cultural Revolu-

tion.

The Socialist Education campaign was interesting for a
number of reasons, Mao (and his supporters) seemed to have
launched it at a time when he appeared to have lost effective
control of the Party organization and apparently stood in
opposition to its two central figures, Liu and Teng. China
was recovering from the Great Leap Forward and the ensuing
years of difficulties and natural calamities, and was en-
Joying a period of "capitalistic” liberalizatiomn.’?® As a
result Mao launched his campaign, it would seem, to regain
control of the Pafty using a highly-revolutionized PLA and
masses as power bases, alming to redirect China along the
"revolutionary" development path he felt the country should

follow. It was this latter purpose which seemingly made the
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Socialist Education campaign an ideological mass movement
like the All People Rectification campaign. Here again lao
apparently attempted to change the values; attitudes and
practises of the Chinese pop&lation as the first and neces-~
sary step to the type of development he envisaged. As in

the Rectification campaign, Mao possibly hoped the Socialist
Education campaign would mobilize and ideologically convert
the masses, change the attitudes and corrupt work style of
the cadres, improve leadership, eliminate "bad elements”
everywhere who were trying to destroy socialism, and after-
ward increase production. However, it was the first of these
purposes - the attempt to regain effective control of the
Party apparatus - which made the Socialist Educatlon campaign
different from the Rectification campaign. In the Soclalist
Education campaign one could easily note the attempts of the
Party apparatus leaders to shift the emphasis of the campaign
away from ideological indoctrination and mass mobilization
for ideological-political purposes to economic matiters and
increased discipline to the Party. This shift in the cam-
paign was probably to decrease its radicalism, and the pos-
sible destructive effects upon the leaders of the Party
apparatus themselves and the economye. While on a general,
more superficial level the two sides apparently disputed the
direction and criteria for judging the campaign, there secemed
to be evidence of a deeper struggle behind the campaign show-
ing a divided leadership and hints of a much mo¥e profound

gtruggle for power to come, It came in the form of the
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Cultural Revolution.

Although the prime focus of this mass campaign was
ideological, like the All People Rectificétion campaign;‘
later stages of this campaign demonstrated that economic
issues were also to be discussed and acted upon. Those
Party leaders who controlled the Party apparatus and hence
policy implementation apparently tried to dilute the ideo-
logical aspects of the campaign to shift the campaign®s
prime focus to econbmic matiers. While it would seem that
Mao was able to return the campaign to its initial purposes,
economic factors remained in the campaign, although they were
not Mao®s principal concern. As in the Rectification campaign,
one could speculate that it was Chou and his supporters in the
State Council and Central Committee who were able to get Mao
to endorse the addition of some limited economic issues to
the campaigns, attempting to ensure that production would
not suffer as a result of the campaign. Ideclogy and economics
were seemingly linked in later stages of the campaign so that
“when the movement was completed, there would *emerge through-
out the country a new climate for progress into greater pros-—

0178'

perity. One could so speculate that Chou was able to do

this since Mso knew him to be a loyal supporter and no threat

to his power, unlike either Liu and Teng.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

This chapter began with a look at mass campaigns in

general. Since they were a regular phenomena of the Chinese
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political process, they had great significance in the oper-
ation of the system. To determine why the communists seemed
to have felt them to be important and suceessful enough to
use continuously, we decided to look at their leaders, tar-
gets, and purposes, In the early years of the People®s Re-~
public (1949-1955), mass campaigns appear  to have been

used to accomplish basic Party programs and tasks, A united
Party leadership apparently aimed its programs at the masses
in order to reconstruct the economy and build socialist soecio-
political organizations and institutions. Such " functionally
specific" mass campaigns were for land reform, labor drives,
studying of election laws, discussion of the constitution,
ending waste, malpractise, corruption, and so on. BEven the
setting up of the National People®s Congress and the First
Five Year Plan could be viewed as belonging %o this grcup°79°
In these mass campaigns, therefore, the leaders were probably
the whole Party leadership, the target was apparently the
entire Chinese population, and the goals appeared to be the
accomplishment of the political and economic tasks designated
by the Party.

After the 1956~57 Hundred Flowers campaign there seemed
to arise a new trend in mass campaigns, primarily different
in its purpose and leaders. These post~-1956 campaigns were
apparently not to accomplish a specific political or ecomnomic
Party task, but to change the entire value system, and conse-
quently the attitudes and practises, of the people through

ideological indoctrination to the new Maoist ideology. Social-
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ism and the lMaoist revolutionary eth
to tradition, capitalism, and revisionism.

A review of the 1957-1958 All People Rectification
campaign and the 1962-1965 Socialist Rducation campaign
showed that possibly Mao and his supporters among the rad
cals were the principal inaugurators of these campalgns,
although it appeared that the whole Party leadership
acquieséed and supported Hac and his campaigns (in the

Socialist Education campaign they later appeared to turn

&3]

against him however). These two campzigng seemed to he
< . <o

aimed at both the masses and the cadreg, unlike

1956 mass campaigns which did not specifica 21ly label the

to be changed and "rect
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likely, the prime pur of the post-1956 campaigns was
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ideological, that is for indoctrination to the Maoist
ideology, However, while these mass campaligns apparently

dealt principally with developing 2 new social system and

revolutionary ethos, in later stages cconomic issues were

changed their basic ideological direction, but that zlong
with ideological matters, economic ones were 2150 discuss

in the campalign®s later phases. This may have been hecau
Chou and the nmoderates, afiter reaffirming and furthering

Ilzo®s ideological goals
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could add and encourage cconomic mobhilizetion and modernizat

The economic issues noviever, were in the same type of
]
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ideological terms uszed in the other discussions, ensuring
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that the movement always focused back on its central purpose,

For example,
a party directive ... equated conservatism
with waste; it instructed cadres to immedi-
ately do away with ‘obsolete' norms and
systems that would hamper production and
challenged cadres to *think and act® brave-

ly to invent new ways and new models to
promote a great leap in every sphere of work. 86,

In the Socialist Education campalgn, economic progress could
probably be attributed to Chou and the moderates, who by
supporting Mao (and therefore the ideological aspects of

the campaigns), could add economic issues on to the closing
prhases of the campaigns, The moderates may havé been able to
do this because they apparently did not attempt to redirect
the campaign away from its ideological goals to sclely con-
centrate on production {as Lui and Teng had undoubtedly
attempted) and therefore did not threaten Mao®s politieal
position or Mao's principal goals for the campalgne What
occured in later stages of the campaligns was simultaneocus
ideological and econonic study and work.

In conclusion, the 1957-1958 A1l People Rectification
~campaign and the 1962-1965 Socialist Education campaign,
appear to have been attempts by Mao (and the radicals) *+to
institute fundamental changes according to his vision of the

8 . .
1. The leaders of mass campaigns of the "ideo-

good society,"
logical" type had assumed that the 'reconstruction of man®
through ideological indoctrination was essential Tor the fur-

. . 82,
ther advance of socialist construction.” In both cases
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however, these were not simply ideological campaigns. Eco-
nomic issues were added to their later phases, probably under
the guidance of Chou and the moderates, although ideological
indoctrination always remained the prime purpese. Therefore
one might conclude that the post-1956 mass campalgns had as
thelr leaders Mao and the radicals whdse purpose for the
campaigns was ideological indoctrination to a new socliety
aimed at the masses (and cadres), with Chou and the moderates
ag leaders of an attempt to include economic issues into the
later stages of the campaign for the purpose of increasing
production (naturally also aimed at the masses). -

One might raise the question at this point if all mass
campaigns which were first ideoclogical were later also eco-
nomic? A<t best we could only speculate since the number of
mass campaigns since 1956 has been few. In studying the All
People Rectification campaign and the Socialist Education
campaign, we found this dual functioning to be true. How-
ever, besides the anti-Confucius campaign, the only other
mass campaigns not studied here were the Cultural Revolution
and the anti-Lin Piao campaign. It was not until 197%-1975
that one noticed the linking of the Cultural Revolution and
any of its "refqrms" with great strides in productiom83a
This was similarily the case with criticism of IL.in Piaoc, How-
ever, the anti-Lin Piao campaign was still in progress at this
time, while the Cultural Revolution had ended by 196%9. There-

o

fore, if we acknowledged that the Cultural Revolution was an

"ideological" mass campaign, then we could not definitely
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state that all campaigns whicﬁ were Tirst ideological were
later also economic since this did not appear to be the case
in the Cultural Revolution, We would speéulate, however, that
as the Chinese leadership in the post-Mao era seemed to put
greater emphasis on a prosperous economy (it now appears to

be of prime importance), that any other mass campaign in the
future would have economic issues being at least as crucial

as any others in the campaigns.

So far this discussion of mass campaigns, especially
the post-1956 ideological ones, has not taken us much Ffurther
in validating the hypotheses of this paper, namely that the
anti-Confucius campaign was similar in many ways to the mass
campaligns prior to it, but that it differed with them primarily
because 1t was the arens of a crucial power struggle. What
now must be done is to discover the nature of the anti-Con-
fucius campaign ~ its leaders, targets, and purpose, in
order to compare it with what is known of mass campaigns;
This should validate the paper's first hypothesis concerning
similarities of campaigns. A review of the political context
of the times should then do the same for the second hypothesis

concerning a power struggle.

Since it seems apparent that the mass campaigns of this
second "ideological" trend, were not simple, clear-cut pheno-
mena, we will have to watch closely during the review of the
anti~Confuclus campaign in Chapter 3 to see if different

shii'ts occurred as to purposes and leaders., The Socialist
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Education campalgn showed a divided leadership énd the
beginnings of a power confrontation; these also should be
watched for, In order to make a comparisdn we will be
looking in particular for the campaign®s leaders, targets,
and purposes. In Chapter 3 there will be an gxamination of

the official pronouncements of the anti-Confucius campaign,

taken principally from 1973~1975 editions of Peking Review.
Afterwards, in Chapter 4 we will be able to proceed with the
comparison and review the political context of the time to
see 1f the points of the anti-Confucius campaign which were
not explained in the context of mass campaigns could be ex-

plained in this way.
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CHAPTER

This chapter will attempt to summarize the themes and
official documentation of the anti-Confuéius campaign., Hope-
fully this will enable us to answer questions concerning the
leaders, targets, and functions of the campaign. An analysis

of the campaign will follow in Chapter &,

The data in this chapter was primarily acquired by

reading Peking Review and China Reconstructs, the latter in

most cases reprinting articles from the former. Peking Re-~
view carried thé main articles of China‘s daily Party news-
papers, and articles pertaining to the anti-Confucius cam-
paign dominated the journal from the fall of 1973 to the
summer of 1975, the bulk of the items appearing in 1974,
Although all the key points of the campaign were continuously
being stated, they will only be noted once unless they changed,
or were emphasized differently. DMoreover, the historical
background and exploits of Confucius, Mencius, Emperor Ch'in
Shih-huang, and the Legalists will not receive the detailed

attention that so many of the articles in Peking Review gave

them, The encapsulation of the events of these times (approxi-
mately the ninth and tenth centuries B.C.)} provided by Peking
Review was filled with inaccuracies and was written with a
strong class struggle slant with the obvious intention of
making Confucius the reactionary villain and the Legalists

the progressives of history. It should be noted however,

that the "sins" of Confucius and the "correct thinking" of
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the Legalists were apparently used as an analogy to current
events, trends, and people,

The final point to be made before the summation con-
cerned the link between the anti-Lin Piao and anti-Confucius
campaigns. In Chapter 1 of this paper we stated that we did
not believe that the anti-Confucius campaign was simply an
appendage to the campaign against Lin Piao in order to stren-
gthen it. The other writers listed also treated the anti-
‘Confucius campaign aé distinct, However, the Chinese press
did commonly link the two campaigns with such statements as
"strengthen the movement to criticize Lin Piao and Confucius"
in the titles and opening paragraphs of articles. While it
seemed that no time werrt by when the press did not try to
show that Lin was a diehard Confucianist, we will neverthe-
less attempt to note the distinctive feature of the anti-
Confucius campaign wherever possible., Points raised during
the campaign and the actual attack upon Confucius should
answer the questions about the nature and reasons for the
anti-Confucius campaign and enable a comparison between it

and the other ideological mass campaigns previous to it.

In August 1973 an article appeared in Peking Review

which began a somewhat lengthy campaign to criticize Con-
fucius and his disciple Mencius,84° Liu Shao-ch®i and
"other political swindlers" were said to be using the
"weapons" of Confucius and Mencius to attack the proletariat

85.

and stage a counter-revolutionary come~back, The prolet-

68



ariat was entreated to struggle against "outdated traditional
ideas and erroneous schools andAfréhds of thought", as
Emperor Ch'in Shih~huang and the Legalists had done. The
article went on to say that the past répeats itself, People
nust therefore learn rast history and know the other sch&ols
and trends of thought so that they could recognize old vege
tiges of these things when they reappeared in the present

and be better brepared to struggle against them, "The

cies and ideology of the antagonistic classes in modern

societze"86° The "Party®s basic line" was said to be the

masses® guide through these struggles,

In conjunction with discovering old enemies and strug-
gling against them, the article strongly championed the need
for the revolution in the Superstructure, where traditional
tendencies still persisted, in order to fili it with "Marxism-
Leninism-Mao Tsetung thought". Apparently there was not
enough "revolutionary fervor" or use of the Party line in
handling problems, "Some comrades" were worried solely about
production and dig nbt See that changes were needed in the

superstructure which in turn would benefit the economy.

Take firm hold of the revolution in the Super-
structure and s great spurt in production and
construction will follow on the heels of its
vietory., One powerful proof is the flourishing
Big Leap situation of 1958, which came in the
wake of the great victory of the socialist revo-
lution on the political and ideologieal fronts

in 1957, 87.
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In August 1973 the Tenth Party Congress of the Chinese
Communist Party took place. The Congress was the scene of
both strong calls for unity within the Party and even stron-
ger attacks upon the late Defense Minister and heir apparent
Lin Piao., The campaign to criticize him was to continue and
a campalign to educate people about Confucius so that they
could recognize and struggle against remnants of his re-
actionary practises was officially launched. In October an

article in Peking Review marked the official beginning of the

pronouncements about Confucius and the Legalists, discussing
Confucius and the "class struggle" between the Confucian and

5:

Legalists schools, The core of Confucius® thought was sum-
marized as "benevolence" (jen) which could be traced back to
the ideology of the slave-owning class of the Yin and Western
Chou Dynasties. Benevolence (or tolerance, compromise, or
good-fellowship) was practised by the slave-owners amohgsﬁ
themselves in order to remain strong and united to keep the
slaves controlled. According to the article, benevolence was
false, for it was not practised with the slaves, and it con-
tradicted the moving force of history which was struggle -
the struggle of the oppressed against the oppressors. 'The
Legalists who opposed the slave-owners and Confucianism were
written as being fighters, "on the ideoclogical front", for a
new economic order and a society governed by laws. The arti-

¢le announced that the contention between Confucius and the

Legalists was therefore really a class struggle on the ideo~
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logical front between retrogression (or stagnation) and
the progressive forces of history°88° (It must be noted,
however, that the communists never placed the Legalists®
struggle on the same level as that of ﬁhe_prqlefariat, The
Legalists® struggle was not entirely seen as the ancestor of
present struggles since it did aid the establishment of a
landlord system which still exploited the lower class.)
Cﬁrrent criticism of Confucius was to be equal to partici-
pating in a real class struggle the same as occurred in the
regime's early years against traditional practises and insti-
tutions,

Criticism of Confucius® reactionary thought is

therefore helpful to taking part in actual class

struggle, and especially to grasping the class

struggle in the ideological sphere of the super-
structure, '

89,
Articles between October 1973 and Januvary 1974 did not

deal with Confucius or link him with Lin Piso. Pronounce-

ments about Lin continued to ecall the campaign against him

"the movement to criticize Lin Piac and rectify the style

of work" as they had always done., The last edition of 1973

complained that "many are thinking and advoeating the theory

90,

of the dying out of elass struggle". The "New Year Mes-

sage” only mentioned that it was necessary to criticize "wor-
shipping" Confucius and similarily increase the number of

. . 91 . s
Marxist theorists,””® However, in February 1974 editions of

the Peking Review focussed almost completely on Confucius

and Lin Piao, now linked as master and follower. The first

article demonstrated that criticism of both, as well as other
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"political swindlers" who were "reactionary", could be done

at one time.
They [ plant workers] criticize Confucius®
reactionary points of view and at the same
time expose and criticize the criminal aims

of Liu Shao~ch®i, Lin Piao and other swind-
lers who worshipped and exalted Confucius. 92.

Lin Piao and the others were said to be using Confucius®
reactionary ideology to restore capitalism. An article also
appéared in the same edition against Antonioni, the Italian
director, and the film he was permitted apparently by Pre»-
mier Chou En-lai to make about China. The critique basically
stated that Antonioni had not filmed China®s revolutionary
progress and accomplishments but that this was to be ex-

pected from a bourgeoisie sttempting to discredit socialism°93“

In the ensuing edition many articles appeared dealing
in depth with the sins and similarities of Lin and Confucius.
The first article stated that it was Mao who was against Con-
fucius and those who opposed the Legalist school. A compre-
hensive list was given of Confucius® reactionary ways (some
of these were mentioned in all subsequent articles concerning
the campaign). The wickedness Confucius advocated centered on:
(1) "restrain onself and restore the rights" which was against
revolutionary mass fervor and scientific socialism, (2) "born
with knowledge" maintained class and status distinetions,
(3) "highest are wise and the lowest are stupid" maintained
fatalism, permanency, and the baseness of the peasants,

(4) "virtue, benevolence, and rightecus" was against violence
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and dictatorship, (5) "doctrine of the mean" was against
struggle, (6) "recoiling in order to extend" maintained
compromise and corruption among careerists waiting to strike,
(7) mental rule is better than physical labor was against
cadres doing ménual labor, and (8) "revere only own school
maintained narrowmindedness and the building of personal

91"%_

dynasties, Lin was said to also have advecated these
ideas, as well as having taught them to his son. He was

apparently using Confucianism

as a reactionary ideological weapon to

usurp the Party leadership, seize state
power, and restore capitalism and the

old order. Therefore only by criticizing
the doctrine of Confucius and Mencius
advocated by Lin Piao can we repudiate

the ultra-rightist nature of his counter-
revolutionary revisionist line penetratingly

and thoroughly. 95.

Criticism of Lin Piao and Confucius was seen as a

"serious class struggle and a thoroughgoing revolution in

the realm of ideology in China todaya"96° It was linked with
"the current class struggle and struggle between the two lines,
persisting in revolution, opposing retrogression, adopting the
correct attitude toward the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolu-
tion and enthusiastically supporting new emerging socialist
thingsa"97° With the campaign to criticize Confucius, war
was declared on feudalism, capitalism, revisionism, and
reactionism, and a blow was to be struck against imperialism,
this to be accomplished by an attempt "to go against the tide,

. 8 .
advance in the teeth of storms,"9.” There was also a section
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in this same edition titled "Lin Piao is = devout disciple

of Confucius". This section had various small items by stu-
dents, soldiers, peasants, and workers in it. Besides reit-
erating the connections between the two villains, the anti-
Confucius campaign was linked to the Cultural Revolution,

the end of old culture, and the remoulding of the intellec-
tuals, Criticism of Confucius was to help in "consolidating
and expanding the achievements of the Great Proletarian Cul~
tural Revolution" and, in "transforming the superstructure"”,

it allowed "a complete rupture with old culture, old traditions,

99

and old ideology". The Cultural Revolution had apparently

s , . 100
created "new ideas, new culture, new customs, and new habits” ¢

and with the anti-Confucius campaign formed "an ideological

-]

. 10 . . . . .
revolution". The anti-Confucius campaign was likewise to

be an attempt

to remould the ideology of the intellectuals,
Looking down upon the workers and peasants,
despising labor, regarding knowledge as one's
private property and seeking to sell it at a
good price; observing the *doctrine of the
mean®, advancing the concept that *he who
excels in learning can be an official®, etc,
- such are the ideological problems often
found among the intellectuals, Only by
criticizing the doctrine of Confucius and
Mencius can the deepist roots of these
ideological problems be exposed oe. and

help the intellectuals remould their world
outlook, 102,

Therefore, while Confucius was long dead, Confucian agents
were atl work in the Party, Confucian ways were practised by
the intellectuals, and Confucisn attitudes were struggling

against those proclaimed during the Cultural Revolution in
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the minds of the masses,

Peking Review's next edition was also principally
composed of articles involving Confucius and Lin Piso. For
the first time the anti-~Confucius campaign was labelled a
mass movement and said to have the functions of deepening
the criticism of Lin Piso, the rectification of Party's work
style and the social revolution in the superstructureuIOB'
The article went on to state that there had been a struggle
between the Party and Lin on opposing Confucius which was

the struggle between the two classes and the two lines, that

]

is between progression and retro ression, ‘revolution and

41}
s

counter-revolution during socialism, consolidating or re-~

g L4 L LY - 1
reating from the achievements of the Cultural Revolution. 0

!

Criticism of Confucius, as well as of Tin Pizo, would "make
clear the distinction between Marxism snd revisionism, be-
tween materialism and idealism, between revolution and coun-

' . 105 . . .
ter-revolution," =L These opposing forces still continued

-

o exist under soclalism for remnants of exploiting classes

n

©ill existed,

Looking down on manual labor, contempt for women,
despising workers and peasants, dislike of newly
emerging things and forces, idolizing things
forelgn and restoring the old order and the un-—
healthy trend of letting people’go in the back
door® ~ these are traditional concepts of the
exploiting classes which have their social and
class origins and can be traced ideoclogically to

T

the doctrine of Confucius and Mencius, 106.

In the ensuing section, the doctrine of Confucius and

~odlencius was sald to "stand Ffor retrosression against pro-

gre=glon, for conservatism ang againat reform, for restora-
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tion of the old order and against revolution, ... of opres-
sion and exploitgtion. of staging a counter-revolutionary
come—back."lo7' Criticism of this doctrine could easily be
-linked with “concrete struggles and reality", but first the
masses had to know the two lines thoroughly so that they
could adequately and successfully criticize Confucius and
“the Rightist deviationist trend of thought which negates

the achievements of the Great Proletarian Culture Revolution,
Opposes new socialist things and tries to turn back the wheel

of historyg"108°

Taking part in ecriticism would apparently
enable the people "to be more conscious of resisting the
bourgeoisie ideologically and develop the style of plain
living and hard work," 109" The articles in other February

editions of Peking Review continued along the same lines,

with occasionally some lengthy texts on the historiecal strug-
gle between Confucius and the Legalists added, Articles

against Antonioni'’s filnm on China also continued,
&

While March editions presented the same themes in the
Confucian articles, a few new points were made. Confidence
was expressed in the cadres and masses ability to carry the
anti-Confucius campaign through to a Successful finish by
launching a revolution in the superstructure against old,
‘bourgéois, and/or capitalist practiées, "Party committees
and leading cadres at all levels should stand in the fore-

w110,

front of the movement ... to give direction to the en—

thusiasm and actions of the masses and cadres,
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As part of the struggle in the superstructure, a sharp
struggle was waged in art and literature between the bour-
geoisie and the proletariat. An article criticized allowing
Western music in China since bourgeois music would apparently
adversely influence the masses, It Qas claimed that‘nothing
was abstract and could be enjoyed as such because everything

had social content and reflected social class. A strong
complaint was issued in the article against increasing bour-
geols penetration into Chinese communist culture, a “fetish

for foreign things and restoring the old order of things.“112°
In March 1974 was also the beginning of a series of articles
lasting into 1975 about how Confucianism exploited women. One
article stated that Confucius layed down the principle of “"male
superiority, female inferiority”. This unfortunately was still
true in socialist China because exploiting classes still existed.
The struggle between the two lines would apparently lead to

the emancipation of women; “this movement will surely create
still more favorable conditions for the thorough emancipation

of the women of China."113°_

At the end of March came the only article about Confucius
which mentioned erroneous thinking about Confucius. Feng Yu-
lan wrote that he used to be a follower of Confucius, but now,
through the anti-Confucius campaign and his participation in
it, he saw the mistakes that he had made. Feng entreated other
intellectuals to learn by taking part in the campaign, and that
the Party now had a new policy to "unite with, educate, and

. o 114,
remould the intellectuals"” to help them come to sociallsm.
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Another article in the same edition gave a warning to all
"reactionaries both at home and abroad who attack both the
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution and now the Lin Piao-
Confucius campaigns." This was a serious mistake made by
"some comrades in our own ranks". The article concluded

. ) ) 115,
that "it is right to revel against reactionaries".

During the rest of the spring months similar articles
appeared concerning the anti-Confucius campaign. Particularly
visible were articles about women, art and literature, and
Antonioni’s film, Beginning in April, stress was placed
upon youth going back to the country (pro-rustification move-
nent), a continuation of school reforms such as manual work,
political study, greater teacher~student cooperation, and the
cadres doing manual labor and attending "May 7" cadre schools -
all of these reforms of the Cultural Revolution, There was
also near constant reference to Confucius and his sympathizers,
the "Soviet revisionist social~imperialists",116° Referring
to both China and the Soviet Union, an article stated that "a
given culture is the ideological reflection of the politics
and economy of a given society,"117' Therefore, cultural
and ideological campaigns would definitely have politieal
and economic ramifications,

In June new components were brought into the anti-Con-
fucius campaign. An article called for more theory building
and study so that everyone could become Marxist theorists and

better engage in struggle. Thus the campalilgn was to serve as
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a school for this.118° "Worker—peasant»soldier-theorists'who
are not divorced from production” were to develop as well ag
a "contingent of professional theorists" who were to inte-

grate them.119° This was to be the immediate task of the

whole Party. 1In this Same edition of Peking Review, two |
articles were pﬁblished praising the Cultural Revolution and
promoting production. The many achievements of the Cultural
Revolution were said to be inspiring economic successes..
"The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution is g powerful
motive force for the development of the socialist productive
forces in our‘country."120° Besides many other accomplishments,
the anti~Confucius campaign was said to be encouraging pro-
duction, "getting higher output for the revolution, ...
Smashing schemes to restore capitalisms"121° In eriticizing
Lin Piao and Confucius, cadres have further raised their con-

ciousness in taking part in productive labor."122°

The last June edition re-stated the need and the purpose
of the anti-Confucius campaign,

Criticism of Lin Piao and Confucius is a
political and ideological struggle in the
supersiructure, through which Marxism pre-

vails over revisionism and the proletariat

over the bourgeoisie. Therefore, in order

to deepen the revolution in the superstructure

and the ideological realm and consolidate the
dictatorship of the broletariat, it is neces~

sary to repeatedly criticigze the reactionary

ideas of Confucius, 123,

political, clan, religious and masculine authorities. The

only authority which the masses were to uphold'was that of
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the Party, which acted on the behalf of the proletariat.
The masses were to be united behind the Party, carrying out
its policies in order +to accomplish a revolution in the super-

124,
structure, the real sim of the Cultural Revolution., 24

The first Peking Review edition for July began with
lengthy articles on Confucius, hié familyg and society., In
one, "Confucius ~ the Man" there were descriptions of Con-
fucius and a restatement of many of the subjects linked in
the campaign. The general description, though, was of =
different nature than others which had focused on benevolence,

virtue, restoring rights, and so (s} s

Confucius was a stubborn, fierce but very

weak man; he was sinister, cunning and rotten

to the core. This was the nature of the declining
slave~owning class he represented and a feature
common to all reactionary classes on the verge

of extinction, Thorough exposure of Confucius®
reactionary features is of great significance
today in order to see through such political
swindlers as Wang Ming, Liu Shao-ch®i and Lin

Piao and counter-attack the adverse current of
retrogression and restoration, 125,

This article also contained a strong commentary on
women, Confucius had "put the masses of women in the lowest
stratum of society", but they were apparently disproving
"male superiority" in China by taking important piaces in
the economic process. A similarily strong commentary followed
on the Cultural Revolution, Opposition to the Cultural Revo-
lution was seen as analogous to Confucius being “against all

126

new-born things arising from big social upheaval®. * Another

article in this section dealt exclusively with the need and
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merits of "spare-time study groups" and "worker theorists",
These were to be greatly encouraged by the Party for they

gave the mass campaign its vigor. Here also was the first
mention of the anti~-Confucius campaign és "personally ini-

tiated and led by Chairman Mao“5127°

A few weeks later Peking Review carried another item

about Confucius, A new sin of Confucius was his desire tov
"politically liberate without exception all renegades and
rightists“.' This doctrine was also "peddied by the ring-
leaders of the opportunist lines in the Party“.izs' Confucius®
doctrine and this faction of the Party were linked to Sovietv
revisionism again, Students were entreated not to be detracted
from going to the countryside, a reform labelled "a socialist
new-born thing which class enemies will inevitably try to

n129. The Cultural Revolution and all of its

sabotage,
"socialist newborn things" were praised and shown to be
responsible for great advances in production in Tibet, Here
in matters of production, knowledge was integrated with
practise, this being "helpful in increasing agricultural
production". However, the article continued that, for

even greafér strides in development, there was a tremendous

need for simple “hard work" (statistics for one commune were

given to demonstrate this),>30

An August editorial in Peking Review stated that criticism

of both Lin Piao and Confucius had greatly raised “social en-

thusiasm" with such examples as in the areas of water conser-
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vancy and irrigation,131° Other articles in this edition
were on opera and art, In "A Decade of Revisionism in
Peking Opera”, a new militant line was -proclaimed in cul-
ture, particularly opera, repudlatlng the revisionist line
of "worshipping the old and the foreign" 1mposed by "Liu
Shao ch®i, Chou Yang, and their gang". The new militant
direction became dominant after the ma jor llterary struggles
in August and September 1962 at Peitaiho and the Tenth Ple-
num. Iao, who Supposedly initiated this change, had con-
tinuously been demanding that the Party and the masses "never
forget class struggle and prevent revisionism” . Through the
anti-Confucius campaign, Chiang Ching was apparently carrying
out Mao?s dictatesaijzﬂ Chiangts revolutlonary work in cul.-
ture was praised, for apparently she was attempting to put
into practise the reforms of the Cultural Revolution. But,
there was g “"present reactionary trend of tnought trying to
egate the Great Proletarian Culture Revoluticn®, opposing

133.

the militant changes in the literary revolution, An old

Maoist slogan - "no construction, without destruction" . was

134 . ... . . .
e This edition likewise had a few

emphatically stressed,
short items about youth going to the countryside, increasing
both their study and production. Factory workers were. also
Supposed to have given great support to agriculture ang sharing

135,

the work,
Later August editions once more carried articles about

Confucius. Once again the reason for the anti-Confucius canm-
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paign was given:

the basic idea of the doctrine of Confucius
and Mencius is restoration and retrogression;
under the condition of socialism the ring-

Confucius and Mencius whose'reactionary spectre

haunts these counter-revolutionary revisionists,

This is why, during this period, the struggle

between the two classes and the two lines has

been linked up with the struggle between OppO S~

ing and worshipping Confucius, 136,

The next edition also had articles about Confucius and
revolutionary operé, The items about opera stressed struggle
and the Cultural Revolution and praised new-boern things,

The article stated that the anti-Confucius campaign was
responsible for great economic strides, Because of the cam-
.paign all major cities had overfulfilied their production
plans, keeping in mind that “revolution means liberating the
productive forces and promoting their growth,"137“ The masses
were to work in the same spirit they showed studying and

criticizing the cadres,

With the deepening of the novement, an experi-
enced contingent of Marxist theoretical workers
has emerged among the workers, Having received
a deep education in the Party®s basic line, the
workers pledge to further strengthen the dicta-
torship of the proletariat, consolidate the
victorious achievements of the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution and build socialism with
greater, faster, better and more economical re-
sults, : 138,
The article continued that the workers

deeply realize that criticism of Lin Pimo and
Confucius iz a powerful motive force for devel-
oping the socialist productive forces. They
pledge to continue the criticism of Lin Piszo
and Confucius and regard it as a matter of
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primary 1mportance so as to win still greater
victories in revolution and production. 139,

Because of their heightened consciousness from the campaigns,

They are now more determined than ever to

implement the principle of malntalnlng in-

dependence and keeping the initiative in

our own hands and relying on our own efforts

and in following their own path in develop-

ing industry. i4o,

An article appearing in the last August edition of

Peking Review was a strong statement for change and revolu-

tion., Confucius preached "being unchangeable and not exceed-
ing the limits" but Mao (and Marxist theory) demanded that
everything should keep changing. In developing the productive
forces, the old economic base and superstructure would have

to change; those clinging to the old would be swept away.

Everyone was told to struggle for change and socialism,

The opening September editorial stated that the two-line
struggle was heing acutely waged in the countryside, particu-
larly in the spheres of ideology and culture. The anti-Con-
fucius campaign would "extend the domination of socialist
and culture in the cpuntryside,"142° "01ld culture, old ideas
and old habits and customs are being toppled, and are being
replaced by new culture, new ideas, new habits and customsa“l&j“
Production was also being greatly spurred on, with almost thirty

percent greater grain output in the cummunes=144°

During the remaining months of 1974 articles related to
Confucius appeared approximately every week, and glowing pro-

duction reports about the Chinese economy appeared with greater
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frequency. They followed the same lines as forementioned,
only occasionally adding new points or shifting some empha-
sis. In a November article a list of some of the “new-born
thingé" and accompliéhments of the Cultural Revolution was
given, Some of these were revolutions in art, literature
and education, youth to the countrySide, "May 7" cadre
schools, cooperative medical services and “"barefoot" doctors,
Marxist theoretical workers, millions studying the Confucius-
Legalist struggle and class struggle, and great increases in
economic production°1&5’ Since these were also features of
the anti-Confucius campaigng the campaign was labelled “a
cqntinuation of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution.

It is a political and ideological struggle in the super-
structure through which Marxism triumps over revisionism

. 4 - s wllb
and the proletariat over the bourgeoisie,” “

In another November edition, Confucius was accused of
being hostile to innovation and talent and preferred to be-
lieve in fate and the "mandate of heaven". He was szid to
hate everything new and all progressive socisl thinking;1@7’
this was likewise said to be true of many within China, The
people were told by the article that they should Fforesake
these traditional ideas and realize they could do anything,
even economically. The Legalists were said to have 3 materi-
alist outlook conducive to inventlon, but could not develop
very far because "the key to the development of science and

technology is a correct ideclogical and political line.“1n8°

A December article stated that the situation in revolu-—
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tion and production had improved but the anti-Confucius cam-
paign must continue to consolidate these and the gains

of the Cultural Revolution., The article strongly.emphasized
the need to "strengthen the Party's leadership and revolution-
ary unity which Lin Piao tried to split ... t0 broaden and
deepen the movement ... over a long period of time and fur-
ther promote productione"149° There was also a call for more
use of militant "theorists-workers" and activists to keep

the campalgn going. "At the present time we must direect our
main attention to study and criticism, oo ONly when we study
well can we do better in raising criticism to = higher level

150,
and push the movement forward," 5

An article in December returned 1o the quéstion of "new-
born things" and cultural change. HMore “new-born socialist
things" were added to the previous list such as physical
labor by leading cadres, revolutionary theatre, and revolu-

151, All these would ensure the continu~

tionary committees.
ation of the class struggle and the dictatorship of the pPro~-
letariat which, along with the all “soecialist new-born things",
the bourgeoisie were fighting to end, "Influenced by the force
of habit, some people in ourown revolutionary ranks also try
wittingly or unwittingly to suppress themg“152“ These social-
ist new things were all products of HMao'®s mass line and the

authors of the article apparently felt it was essential to

popularize them, Everyone was told to remember Mao's phrase,

o 153,

"destroy the old and foster the new" .
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When the anti-Confucius campaign continued in 1975 “the

emphasis varied somewhat and quite different points were

added,

new features,

truggle Between the Confucius and Legalist Sc
struggle between the two schools was studied by *
bPeasants and soldiers, revolutions

L.,
intellectuals",15 The

The st

on the

One of the first articles of The new year incorporated

In "Study the Historical Experience of the
hools", the
workers,
ry cadres and revolutionary

Se groups maintained that the struggle

rsist in Chairman
the correctness or in-
correctness of the ideoclogical andg political
line decides everyvthing and practise Marxism,
and not revigionism; unite and don*t split:
be open and above board, and dontt intrigsue
and conspire, '

helps us understand and pe
fa0's teachings that

155.

underlining in quotes done in +the articles)

(Note: all

atement was made that the Party was not relyinsg encugh
N 5 &

masses and was afraid of allowing the masses

to per-

form revolutionary tasks.

Direct reliance on the revolutionary nasses

1S a basic principle of the Communiot Party

eee It won't do To explain them(fideological

L
e people; they must

principles]) only to a Touw
be made known to the broad revolutionary

masses,

toric

which

th

6.

15

In this article, when the struggle between the two his-

groupe was again recounted, there were some differences,

seemed to be more than ones of emphasis. In this ver-

¢ slave-owners were said to be giving economic trouble

dynasty and consplring with conservatives te form ine~
ent states. "They gathered together a large number of
lan scholars to creante public opinion for restoration

87



in the ideélogical realm and used their military forces +to
stage armed rebellion,"157e The slaveowners whose "experi-
ence of struggle in certain respects was richer than that of
the statesmen of the new emerging landlord class" pitted it
"again and again against the landlord class that was coming
up¢"158' They tried to subvert the "new centralized dynasty"
by "attacking on many sides" and by attempting the line of

"cleaning up around the Emperor"

veoWnich under the facade of supporting the

central authority, aimed at removing the
policy-making Legalists in the central

organs and putting an end to the Legalists

leading group at the central level, thereby
basically changing the Legalist line in the
political power of the Western Han Dynasty

as a whole, 159,

Iao supposedly said that since that time "many careerists have
160,

regarded it [Cleaning up around the emperor)} as invaluzble,"

The landlords were said to be only able to triumph when the
emperor put down the rebsllion and launched a counter»aﬁtack.161°
The article concluded that the masses must be ever vigilént to
counter-attack revisionism and backsliding, and that "only by

erservering in long-term social revolution and social education
in the political, ideological and economic fields,..," can the

162,
dictatorship of the proletariat be consolidated,

From January 13 to 17, 1975 the Fourth National People's

Congress was held., Peking Review's first report on the Con-

gress stated that "from the beginning to the end the Congress
vas permeated with an atmosphere of jubilation, unity, vigor,
uléao

and militancy. The slogan continually reiterated was
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"erasping revolution, promoting production and other work
w16k,
and prenaredness againat war.

In Chou En~Lai®s "Report on the Work of the Governmen
he primarily d4di ou%sod the development of revolutionary works
in literature and art, the revolution in education and health,
the three-~in-one revolution committeés, "Wey 7" schools, and

theoretical contingents. He listed many econonic successes

—

} . - 16"9
and called for harder work to speed up production. ~° Chou's

main call was to "unite more closely, adhere to the Party's
v oas . N w166, . el 3 ] .
basic line and policies ... Thers should be closer ties
between the leading cadres and the masses and simpler and
B ar . LTI P I N + . 5 T 16?¢
better administration at lower levels. Agriculture and
industry were also importsnt areas, which should not be hurt

by revolutions in education and culture,

We should thoroughly criticize revisionisn,
criticize Cuplrallub tendancies, and criticize
such erroneous idess and styles of work as ser-
vility to tntr*s lorﬁwgn, the doctrine of trail-
ing behind at a snail®s pace, and extravagance
R BN z
and waste. 163,

Az Chalrman Mao points out: Rely mainly on our
wn efforts while moking m“irrna? assistance
subsidiary, break down blind faith, go in for

1ndu,tLiL agriculture, and technical and cultural
gcvolution independ@n¥7y, do avay vwith slavish-

ness, oury dogmatism, Tearn from the 200d experi-

ence of other countries consSclenclously and be

sure to study thelir bad cxample too, S0 as to draw

lessons fyrom 1t, 1This 18 our Lina. 169,

not revisionism; unite and don®t split; be open and above-

5 2 - T . [P SN ¢ > o e - yraete
bonvd, and don't intrigue and conspire", second we must support
& !

%A
St
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the centralized leadership of the Party; "Of the seven

sectors~ industry, agriculture, commerce, culture and

education, the Army, the government, and the Party- it

is the Party that exércises overall leadership.®, third

we must observe discipline, practise democratic centralism

and "achieve unity in thinkine, policy, plamming, command

and action", fourth we must observe the mass line, fifth

we must build socialism, and sixth we must forward pPro-—

} . . . 170.
letariat internationalism. 7

In 1975 these imperatives became the foci of the
pronouncements in the newspapers, with only occasional arti-
cles still dealing with Confucius or any of the themes
associated with the campaign., An article in March warned
leading cadres who took theory and criticism campzaigns too
lightly and belittled Mao's mass line; a2 revolutionary style

> o - - - - 1 1
was sald to be needed for study and practise in all fields. 7te

In April there were two articles by Chang Chun-chiao {(of the
Central Committee) concerning landlord and capitalist agents
inside the Farty who followed Confucian ideclogy and defended
thelr own political and economic interests. These cadres
supposedly believed in restoring bourgeois rightists, private
ownefship,'and the superiority of mental over physical labor.172“

All were told to persist in the struggle "against the forces

173

.

According to Chang,

M

and traditions of the old society".

ct+

he economy was still too capitalist -~ the economic base was
not yet solidly socialist and new bourgeols elements were

174,

growing daily, 01d ideas and habits were holding back the
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socialist new fhings, because parts of the superstructure
were still apparently controlled by the bourgeoisie.175'
There was a "bourgeois wind" (fame, gain, pride) afflicting
the leading cadres who "look at everything as a commodity"
and say "study is a flexible task"n176° All bourgeois
presence must be destroyed; there should be no concessions,
half-way measures, or material incentivesei77° Chang wrote
that thorough revolution to sweep away all old and bourgeois

influences was needed,

The rest of the spring witnessed articles by various
groups criticizing passages in Analects. During the summer
articles continued about grassroots revolutionary culture,
pfoductien, and women®s liberation. One of the last articles

concerning the campaign in China Reconstruects stated,

We don®t just want to drive the landlords, .

emperors, feudal ministers and warriors off

the stage, ¢.o we want to drive the ideas

these old operas spread out of our heads,

That was the object of the mass campaign

to repudiate the ideas of Confucius and

his follower Mencius which the Pariy has

led since last winter. . 178,

From this review of the official pronouncements con-
cerning the anti-Confucius campaign, it seemed apparent that
while some of its aspects of the campaign,such as its two
emphases on ideology and economics (in later stages), could
be easily seen, there appeared to be many other confusing
aspects of the campaign. Contradictory themes of militancy
and caution, rebellion and unity, in the space of several

editions, or even within a single edition, suggested a divided
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leadership and a power struggle. This probably would make
answering questions as to the functions, leaders, and targets
of the anti~Confucius campaign quite difficult, and we could
easily see how sdch complications as possibly a power struggle
and divided leadership would lead o vérious interpretations
of the campaign by the differentvanalysts. However, in the
next chapter, we shall proceed to attempt an analysis of

the data in Chapter 3. This, coupled with a comparison of
the anti-Confucius campaign with the two aforementioned cam-
paigns, should allow us to Speculate with some assurance as
to the nature of the anti-Confucius campaign (its leaders,
targets, functions) and its similarities ta the ideological
trend in mass campaigns. Once a review of recent political
events (1969~1975) has also been undertaken in Chapter 4,

we should be able to answer questions left unresolved from
studying the anti-Confucius campaign in the context of mass
campaigns, Hence the anti~Confucigs campaign will have been

studied in two contexts,
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CHAPTER 4

The purpose of this chapter is ' +o analyze the anti-
Confucius campaign in the context of other mass campaigns
and in the context of recent political events, thereby at-
tempting to validate the hypotheses of thig paper. First

there will be an analysis of the data from Pekins Review

Summarized in Chapter 3 coupled with gz comparison of the
anti~-Confuciusg campaign with the other +wo campaigns studied
in Chapter 2, This should demonstrate to what extent the
anti-Confucius Campaign was similar to those campaigns of

the ideological trend, Second, a review of recent political
events will be undertaken in attempts to explain the distince-
tive features of the campaign. Hence, by studying,the anti~
Confuciug Campalign in the contexts of lass campaigns snd
current events (1969»1975), we shall have attempted to vali-
date the two hypotheses of this paper - that the anti-Confucius
campaign was in lany respects similar to other pPost-1955 mass
Campalgns, and that it differed from these others in that it

was part of a crucizl power struggle.

DATA ANALYSIS

After having briefly reviewed the leading points of the
anti-Confucius campaign in Chapter 3, three salient features
Seem to present themselves, First, like the A1l People
Rectification Ccampalgn and the Socialist Education campaign,

the anti-Confucius campalign appeared clearlv to be an ideolpo-
L p <>
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ical mass movement. Second, like the Rectification and
Education campaigns, the anti—Confucius'campaign appeared

to be closely linked with economic production in its later
stages, Third, to an extent unlike the Rectification and
Education campaigns, the anti~Confucius campaign appeared
extremely bifurcated in its leaders, targets, and functions,
probably demonstrating the presence of a power struggle of
considerable magnitude. A short re-examination of the Recti-
fication and Education campaigns to see if they alsoc were
parts of power strugzles will be done later in this chapter.
The first two findings concurred with this writer®s first
hypothesis that the anti~Confucius campaign was a campaign
siﬁilar tc those of the second trend established after 1956,
that is primarily ideological with economic matters also
stressed in later stages. The third point concerned with
the second hypothesis, that the anti-~Confucius campaign
deviated from this trend as the campaign seemed to be an
integral part of a power sitruggle, A discussion of these
three features will follow in order to make finer distinctions
as to leaders, targets, and purposes of the anti-Confucius
campaign after which a comparison can be made with the other
mass campaigns. Recent political events prier to the anti-
Confucius campaign will be discussed to place_ﬁhe campaign
in the context of the political events of the time and
possibly shed more light on the power struggle apparentiy
occuring in the campaign. Hence the antiwdonfucius campaign

will have been studied in two contexts of mass campaigns and
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of current political events, (post-Cultural Revolution).

Ideological Aspects of the anti~Confucius campaign

From the numerous quotations and the unrelenting strong
emphasis, there could be no denying that the anti-Confucius
campaign was an ideological mass campaign, or as many arti-

: > . - 1 [
cles in Peking Review stated, "an ideological revolution®, 79

"It is a political and ideological struggle¢°,"18o° "in order
to deepen the revolution in the superstructure and the ideo~-
logical realm and consolidate the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat® 181 by forwarding "the current class struggle and
struggle between the two lines, persisting in revolution,
opposing retrogression, adopting the correct attitude toward
the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution and enthusiastically
supporting new emerging socialist thingS,"182° Essentially
the campaign seemed to be an attem@t to topple‘“old culture,
0ld ideas, and old habits", replacing them "by new culture,
new ideas, new habits andg customs.."lBBe These new things were
supposedly to}have emerged from the Cultural Revolution with
roots in the very ideology of the Chinese Communist Party,
namely "Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung thought”, Those in

China who denied the "new" goals and their "reactionary"
ideology of returning to times before the Cultural Revolution
(when there was Supposedly Party elitism and bureaucratism,
traditional and eapitalist tendancies among the cadres and the
masses and a general negation of struggle and revolution in

favor of compromise and gradualism) were seen as analogous
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to Confucius and his philosoﬁhy. As Confucius, the "reaction-
aries", and their ideology were to have acted as‘guardians of
the old Ways, the Legalists, Maoist "revolutionaries”, and
their ideologies were seen as acting as the progressive his-
torical force fighting for the new. (Again one will be
reminded that the Legalists and the proletariat were not

equated by the articles in Peking Review on the same revo-

lutionary plane or of the same ideology since the Legalists
wanted to replace one form of class exploitation with another. )
There could be little doubt that ideological matters dominated
this campaign, probably to educate the masses as to past {(Con-
fucian) and present attempts to negate class struggle and
reﬁolution (which supposedly formed the basis of the new
culture), so that the masses could "struggle" against these
attempts, Exposing remnants of the "old culture” in the
country and the Party and living according to the new revolu-
tionary societal ethos was regarded as tantamount "to taking
part in actual class struggle".184' Everyone could become é
revolutionary withbut picking up a gun. This appeared to be

the core of the ideological indoctrination to change the

values, the attitudes, and practises of Chinese society.

During the campaign, Confucius and his felléw "reaction~
aries," such as Lin Piao, Liu Shao-ch®i and other "political
swindlers" seemed to serve as negative examples while the
Legalists and those who promoted the Cultural Revolution

and its reforms (the "new-born socialist things") served as
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positive examples for new culture and attitudes, 1t appeared,
however, that the Cultural Revolution did not merit such a
dominant position in the anti-Confucius campaign Solely to

Serve as an example, Many Statements which dealt with the

things"185° as something which should be done in its own
right. The anti-Confucius campaign was to be "a continuation”
of the Cultural Revolution, "transforming the Superstructure"”
allowing for g "complete rupture" with everything that occurred
prior to 1966,186‘ hot only of things Confucian, Similarly
“the greatest sin of the "Rightist deviationist trend of
thought" was that it tried to hegate the achievements of the
Cultural Revolution ang to Oppose its reforms, thereby trying
"to turn back the wheel of history"gl8?é This seemed to indi-
cate that the Cultural Revolution was %o Serve as more than

a positive example, to the extent of being the model of the
type of value system that was wanted, Therefore, emphasis on
the Cultural Revolution undoubtedly functioned to tell the
masses that the ethos ang values of the Cultural Revolution
were to be accepted as beneficial o China, at least as much
as it apparently functioned to degrade and attack traditional
(Confucian) ang reactionary attitudes ang practises. In other
words, ‘the Campaign was probably more pro~Cultural Revolution

than 1t was "anti~Confucius”@ Discussion of the place of
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Confucius in China's heritage had always taken place and

did not seem easily able to be satisfactorily resolved,

This inclined us to assume that the ideological aspects

of the campaign were primarily to foster acceptance of the
Cultural Revolution with its revolutionary ethos and/or
reforms, with the intention of criticizing Confucian prin-
ciples per se being secondary. One may wonder to what ex-
tent the criticism was actually anti-Confucian or whether
"Confucian" was the label attached to the system under radical
attacks. "Historical" articles on Confucius and refer-
ences to Analects were filled with inaccuracies which would
be obvious to anyone who had studied history or philosophy.
"Confucius" may have been the Scapegoat or negafive example
of whatever was considered bad or reactionary. There will
probably be future discussion and debate about Confucius and
his place in China's development which would undoubtedly
shed more light on the "Confucian® nature of the anti~Con»

fucius campaign,

In conclusion, the ideological aspects of the anti-Con-~
fucius campaign probaﬁly acted to encourage the Chinese popu-—~
lation to accept and incorporate a new revolutionary éulture.
rooted in the communist ideology and born of the Cultural Re-
volution. Therefore, the anti-Confucius campaign could be
Seen as similar to the All People Rectification campaign and
the Socialist Education campaign in their sharing of this

prime purpose - ideological indoctrination. They were all
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mass campaligns to change the value system or culture of
Chinese society. A pronouncement at the beginning of the
campaign even drew a similarity between the anti-Confucius
campalgn and the Rectification campaign stating that when

the anti-Confucius campaign fostered a "revolution in the
superstructure, it would lead to 2 gréat spurt in production"
like the 1958 Great Leap Forward sponsored by “the great
victory of the socialist revolution" of the Rectification
campaign.188' Since the other two ideological mass campaigns
were probably initiated by Mao and those in the leadership

who were more radical, we assumed that it was logical to
believe the same was true for the anti-Confucius campaign,
Official pronouncements did state that Mao “led and initiated"
this campaign,lgg" but this was probably doubtful due to Mao's
health and age. Mos%t likely the radical leadsrs in the case
of the anti-Confucius campaign were Ch'iang Ch'ing, Wang Hung-
wen, Chang Chungwchiao, and Yao Wen-yuan. We assumed the
leaders of the ideological aspects of the campalign were the
radicals not only because this was the case for the other two
campaigns, but since the radicals could be viewed as those

who espoused the primacy of the Maoist ideology (class
struggle, permanent revolution, mass line, "guerrilla war-
fare" perspective) above all else, and since the‘Cultural
Revolution was the embodiment of this ideology, those who
initiated a campaign for the continuation of the Cultural

Revolution ethos were probably the radicals. However, with-

105



out delving any further into what will later be handled in
the discussion of the power struggle, it should be noted

here that Chou En-lai and possibly some of his followers
among the moderates also probably favored some of the re-
forms of the Cultural Revolution. While Chou undoubtedly
would not support a highly tense, uncontrolled, and non-
unified atmosphere‘such as occurred during the Cultural
Revolution (which destroyed the Party ang Severely hampered
the government and the economy), Chou did secem to come out

in favor of the Cultural Revolution and its reforms, such as
rectification of the youth, "May 7" cadre schools, greater
discussions and ties between the masses and the Party, and
mass mobilization (1n his case to be used for production). 190,
Although more detail will be given later in +the chapter, it
will be stated now that while(as in the other mass campaigns
of an ideological nature) it was the radicals who initiated
and continuously wrote about the need for ideological Changes
of the Cultural Revolution~Maoist ideology type, this did not
mean that all non-radicals opposed the Cultural Revolution

- and the desire to change the values of the Chinese society.
However, we will state here that it appeared to be the radi-
cals who were the leaders of and principle fighters for the
ideclogical aspect of the anti-Confucius campaign; for them,
the purpose of the anti- Confucius campaign de finitely appeared

to be ideclogical change.
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fconomic Aspects of the anti-Confucius Campaign

After having reviewed all the documents from June 1974
onward, we could Speculate that the antiéConfucius campaign
also had g definiteAeconomic burpose. 1In the later stages
of the campaign production was linked both to the Cultursl
Revolution and the anti~Confucius cambaign, Articles stateq
that the Cultural Revolution gave China a new revolutionary
culture which in turn was responsible for production in-
creases. The Cultural Revolution was praised as the " power-
ful motive force for the development of the socialist pro-
ductive forces"191° ~ these same words were also used in dis-
oussing the results of criticism of Confucius and Lin Piao.192°
Tdeological revolution and economic production were linked.
Mao was written to have sald that "revolution means libera-

- ting the productive forces ang promoting their growth".193°
Besides all the other benefits that the anti~-Confucius cam-
paign was supposed to acerue, it was alsc stated to be stimu-~
lating the masses and the cadres "to win even greater vichtor-
ies in revolution and production",194°

The addition of economic issues into gz basically ideo-
logical campaign appears 1o have been accomplished very
smoothly and naturally. The Cultural Revolution (which ag
mentioned was g key feature of the ideological aspects of the
campaign) was likewise praised as being a "motive forece" for
production. ILater the Cultural Revolution was specifically

held responsible for great advances in production in Tibet,
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with the note that all that was needed for such “great
strides" elsewhere was the correct ideological outlook

and simple "hard work".lgj‘ Since the anti-Confuciug cam-
paign was stated to be an extension of the Cultural Revolu~
tion, it too aided production as criticism debates created
"social enthusiasm", At first the benefit of the criticism
sessions was just mentioned for agriculture, dealing with
water conservancy, irrigation,l96° and factory workers®
support of agriculture,197' but later on it spread to in-
dustry as workers and cadres strove for,self~reliance,198'
With the "social enthusiasy" they showed in criticizing
Confucius, the cadres, peasants, and workers attempted to
"build socialism with greater, faster, better and more eco-
nomical results”lgg“ "to win still greater victories in

©

revolution and produotion"eZO (The terminoldgy was much
the same as that of the Great Leap Forward.) Afterwards,
production figures became used more often. Articles appaar-
ed contrasting negative Confucian attitudes and past economic
production with “correct thinking" and the masses had seen
what it was economically possible to do. Similarily Confuc-
ius was said to be hostile to inventions, imovation, and
talent while the masses had found that making use of these
201,
had greatly improved their lot, Even articles dealing
with the emancipation of women appearing in the later hal®f
of 1974 discussed women as "struggling” to be free from
nousework and childeare to do other jobs in the production

brocess, challenging the Confucian principle of male superi-

S
<>
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. . . 202 .
ority and exclusive male domains. * However, it was strong-

1y stressed that "the key to development" lay in "a correct

=1
S

ideological and political line.,” During the Fourth Na-
tional People's Congress in January 1975, a new Slogan emerged:
"grasping revolution, promoting producivon and other work

.o "?04 Articles read in Peking Review even 1nuc 1976 stres

sed that the masses must continue *o work hard to build

From the above discussion, one could see how economic
matters were joined on to 2 fundamenta ally ideological campaign.
This skillful maneuvering was most probably done by Premier
Chou En-lai. His prime concern, es ecially after the Cul-
tural Revolution, had been to re-huild the Party and the
econony. As in the Rectification and REducation campalgns,
it appeared that it was the moderates under Chow who ensured
that the economy would suffer as little as possible because
of campaigns. During mass campaigns, the radicals stressed
criticism meetings and ideological discussions to such an
these meetings and discussions economic issues were raised
and if directives called for "revolution and production”,

then less harm might be done to the economy and positive

its could even be reaved as peasants and workers debated

.
[
output to "build soclalism with greater, faster, better and
205,

more economical results",

“herefore, the three mess campaisgns studied were similar,



in both ideological ang economic respects? The anti-Con-
fucius Campaign was a mass campaign in the same ideological
trend as those occurring since 1957, The A1l People Recti-
Tication campaign, the Socialigt Zducation Campaign, and

the anti-Confucius campaign were ali principally ideologi-~
cal mass Campaigns which in their later stages had econonmic
issues attached to the ideological ones. Ideological indoc-
trination was never replaced by production as the most
obvious prime goal of the Campaigns, but ran throughout the
campaigns dominating themn., Thus, the functions of these
post-1956 mass campaligns appeared to have been ideological
first and economic Second. The leaders were seemingly the
radicals for the ideological aspects and the moderates for
the econocmic, while the targets for both functions were pro-

bably the masses and the cadres,

POLITICAL EVENTS (1969-1975)

Unlike either the first or second trends in mass cam-
paigns (the second eXemplified by the Rectification sng Socigl-
ist Education campaigns), the anti-Confuciug campaign reflected
the presence of g strong power struggle, this to such a degree
that the anti-Confucius campaign might have been the arena for
the strugzle. Before determining what evidence for this state~
ment could be found within the actual Pronouncements of the
campalign as reviewed in Chapter 3, a brief sufvey of the
political events of thig period will be Presented. This should

help place the campaign in the context of the time, namely
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the period between the Ninth ang Tenth Party Congresses of

the Chinese Communist Party, By the SPring of 1969 the pra
apparently had put a stop to the anarchie aﬁd Violent sity-
ation in China (mainly berpetrated by the Maoist Rea Guards)
and had the country under control, Because the Party appara~'
tus was destroyed, the military almost by necessity held

bower and hagqg authority at a11 levels of government ang
Organization, Local government wag by ReVOiutionary Committeeé
'officially based on a new "three~Way alliance” of military,
Party, ang "revolutionaries", wofficially domingted by the
PLA. ‘Where there were no such committees, the PLA establisheg
Military Control Committees which performed the major politi-
cal and civil duties Previously done by the Party. Even more
noticable was the military®sg bresence at the brovincial ang

Central levels, Military men filleq twenty-one of the twenty-

five per cent of the new Central Committee ang approximately
half of the new Politiburoe (established at the Ninth Party
Congress in Apri) 1969)@206°

When the Ninth Party Congress was callea, i+ was mogt
notable for the Overwhelming Tepresentation of the nilitary,

Defense Minister Lin Piao, one of Hao®s principal supporters
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besides Choy during the Cultural Revolution, was officially
proclaimed by Mao as his heir apparent while many young
radicals who were closely tied with Cultural Revolution
Group also rose to important positions along with Ch'iang
Ch'ing in the Politburo and Central Committee. Leaders of
the Party organization such as Liu Shao-ch'i, Teng Hsiao-
p*ing andg P*eng Chen were severly criticized angd removed
from all offices. A+ the Congress, Chou called for a Spirit
of unity in order to rebuild the Party and the government
and get the economy fully operational again,

In the first two years after the Cultural Revolution
(vhich was saigd in Party pbronouncements to be continuing),
‘the radicals ang the military vied over the re-distribution
of power as the re~building of +the Party and government took
place. The nilitary commanders during 1970 and 1971 appeared
to increasingly be consclidating their power positions and
using their political posts to influence the reconstruction
So when the reconstruction wasg completed their own aufhority
would not have decreased. Once again twenty-one of the twenty-
one of the twenty-nine first Secretaries of the new Party
Committees in the provinces were nilitary officers.zo?‘ By
1971 it seemed that Mao had beconme alarmed by the growing
power of the military commanders and their reluctance to re-
turn power to Party or civilian bersonnel. Maso probably swung
nis support behind a radical-moderzte coalition in a new power

strugzgle against Lin Piao and his followers among the top
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staff. The Mao-Chou-Ch'iang Ch'ing coalition, aided by some
regional military leaders who apparently disliked Lin's
excessive policization of the PLA, won. In September

1971, Lin and some of his military associates died re-
portedly enroute to the Soviet Union. Afterwards, Chou
appeared to be slowly stripping the military of its politi-
cal power and returning the PLA to its subordinate position
under the Party. In the Politburo and Central Committee
formed at the Tenth Party Congress in August 1973, only
thirty percent were military men, and in 1974 the remaining
nilitary leaders in reglonal political positions were re-
shqffled.208° A rehabilitated Teng Heaio-p'ing became PLA
Chief of Staff in 1975, probably allying the military with

the moderates.

While the military effectively could be removed as
209. - '

a principal power broker, politically we speculated that
it supported the moderates within the leadership who, like
the military itsélf, prefered the PLA to move toward greater
professionalization and less politicization. This had appear-
ed to leave the moderates under Chou and the radicals under
Ch'iang Ch'ing as the main power contenders.Thelr views as
to which direction China should take towards modernization
and how it should proceed to do so seemed vastly different.
This probably meant that in the rebuilding of the Party and
the country, as well as in the redistribution of power, both

would come into conflict. While the radicals seemlngly
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expounded Mao's developmeht Strategy as elucidated in his
"thought" and manifest during the mass Campaign, the Great
Leap Forward, and the Cultural Revolution, Chou and the
moderates held a more conservative approach. They appeared
to stress Party unity and discipline, a gradualist strategy
to economie development with some material incentives, lenji-
ency to old enemies and a ore pragmatic stance towards the
West, They attempted to "rehabilitate olg rightists” such

as Teng Hsiao-p'ing, to allow Western music angd art, and to
"open the door", to other countries, Thefe were presidential
visits and inter»country athletic and ecultural exchanges, _
Needless to say this attitude of "liberalization® undoubtedly
was unfavorably viewed by the militants. Probably to them,
China was backsliding from the Cultural Revolution, negating
all the reforms and “"socialist things" that had been the
Cultural Revolution®s legacy, Realizing that their power
position deepened on Just such g legacy and ethos, the radi-
cals by 1973 seemed to be strongly eriticizing the shuning

of the Cultural Revolution and the direction Chou was leading
China. As these conservative changes continued, the radieals
possibly found their prestige and power diminishing, Even
though there appeared to be a semblance of unity at the Tenth
Party Congress in August 1973 as both moderates and radicals
vilified Lin Piao, this only masked a divided leadership.
Probably seelng their previous criticisms going wnnoticed, the

radicals launched the anti~Confucius campaign which seemed to
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become the public arena for their conflict. The moderates,
supported by the army, knew that they could control the cam-
paign if, like the Cultural Revolution, it turned against them

or hampered the Party or economy.

POWER STRUGGLE IN THE ANTI-CONFUCIUS CAMPAIGN

At the very beginning of the campaign, one read that
in China there still remained even within the Party, the "ten-
dencies and ideology of antagonistic classes"210' and those
who advocated the "dying out of the class struggle"ZIl' which
were to be struggled against by the masses. Immediately the
radicals, who based their ideology and course of development on
the necessity of struggle, set the goals and targets of the
cémpaign, this being tokchange the masses ideologically and
defeat the moderates politically. Afterward, articles on
revolution, struggle, counter-revolutionary comebacks, back-
sliding from the Cultural ReVeolution, praise of "socialist
new-born things", militancy in art and opera, '"'going against
the tide", transforming the superstructure, and fighting res-
toration and retrogression demonstrated the radicals’ position.
In demand or criticizing these things, they obviously were
saying the opposite was occurring. There were also quite
a few comments in the articles which could be seen as

specific attacks upon Chou. Criticism of Antonioni and his
film may have been covert criticism of Chou who permitted
Antonioni to make the film. This could also be the case of

212.

the criticism of Western music, as it was Chou who allowed
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the Philadelphia Orchestra to appear in 1973. "Idolizing
things foreign" may have referred to what the radicals felt
was Chou’s blind praise of America and excessive entertaining
for foreign guests. "“Restoring the old order” could have re-
ferred to the way he was rebullding the Party and economy,
while "letting people °go in the back door® " probably signi-
fied Chou®s rehabilitation of some disgraced cadres¢213° This
last point - rehabilitation of purged cadres - appeared to be
a serious point of contention between the moderates and the
radicals, reoccuring very often in the campaign, and at one
point being said to be practised by "the ringleaders of the
opportunist lines in the Party5"214° When articles made
reference to Confucius having certain personality traits or
opposing certain concepts such as "things arising from social

215.

upheaval®” or all "progressive thinking", these similarily
appeared to be covert atitacks upon Chou. Articles that men-
tioned "leading cadres" who regarded everythings as commodities,
that is in production terms, or no leonger cared about revolution

: 6.
just economic growth,21

the Chinese probably recognized as
attacks upon Chou too, Basically, since the current course

of events in China (1972-1973) being attacked by the radicals
was apparently initiated and led by Chou, in a sense one could
view all attacks on backsliding, conservatism, rehabilitation,
retrogression, and so on, as attacks upon Chou and those in
the Party who supported either him or what he was doing. In
re-~reading the pronouncements of the anti~Confucius campaign,

the radicals® attack now seems clear. While definitely using

this campaign as an ideological mass movement to change the
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value system of soclety, the radicals also undoubtedly used
it to forward their perspective, attack the other and those

upholding it, and regain their lost power.

The moderates appeared to have a counter-strategy to
these attacks and the attempts by the radicals to remould
and remobilize the masses that may have seemed to be less
dramatic but which were nevertheleés aprarently effective.
In March 1974 when Zambian President Kaanda visited China,
Chou expressed his support of the anti-Confucius campaign

217. Articles

and highly praised the Cultural Revolution.
which came out afterward linking Confucius with Lin Piao

were presumably written by the moderates. Although the

miiitancy of the campaign continued into the spring, especial-

ly in Peking where many people were writing wallposters in

a highly critical and radical vein, the Central Committee
declared that study and criticism should be well supervised,

in small groups, and within organizations. By June 1974

economic issues played a large part in the campaign. Revolu-
tions were also sald by Chou to be needed in industry and
agriculture; China was to learn from the good experience of
others. Dogmatism and slavishness were to be done away with,218°
Speeches and actions such as these, while seeming to be of little
welght compared to ideological aspects and attacks of the cam-
paign put forward by the radicalis, did seem to demonstrate

Chou's control of the situation. By publically criticizing

19&

. 2 -
things that may have been linked to himself and also by sup-

porting the campaign and Cultural Revolution, Chou probably
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helped quell inuendos that he was one of those whe was

servile to foreign things, extravagant, slow and hated

and wanted to destroy new socialist reforms whicﬁ emerged

from the Cultural Revolution and might emerge from the cam-
paign. The villain to be linked with Confucius was strongly
emphasized as being Lin, Criticism»was done in smaller groups
possibly so as to be better controlled and not allow sz repeat
of the Cultural Revolution. Adding economic issues onto the
ideological ones meant that any change of attitudes or
revolutionary fervor which occurred could possibly be chanelled
into increasing output and not into what the moderates no doubt
felt could be destructive mobilization. It should be noted
that in the later stages of the campaign there were feower
general ideological articles dealing with Gonfucius and the
radicals® assorted grievances, with the radicals Seemingly
narrowing their scope to culture and education., {This was not
to say that very critiecal articles such as the one by the
radical leader, Chang Chung-chiao, did not keep reappearing
probably attacking present Party policies and indirectly
Chou@220°) What also should be noted was that there was ap-
parently independent action from the masses themselves criti-
cizing some of the backsliding from the reforms of the Cultural

Revolution. John Starr best stated this point:

As we have seen, however, there were also
times in the campaign when it appeared to
be a difficult task (assuming that it was
the intention of some to do so) te "abandon
the achievements Fin this case alsc the
methodg] of the Cultural Revolution®. Once
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mobilized to engage in criticism by verbal

exchange or wall posters, +o expect cadres

to take part in labor and %o be responsive

to the interests of their subordinates, to

regard education and cultural systems as

stripped of their traditional standards of

authority, once mobilized in this way, sonme

segments of the Chinese populace were appar-

ently not to be demobilized easily. 221.

+
L
N
L

These impulses for changes apparenﬁly would be encouraged by
the radicals while the moderates attempted to limit and/or
There was an article in the anti-Confucius campaign in
which the moderates seemed to empioy the same covert attack
tactics as the radicals had used throughout the cam
The language was the same as that used by

at Tirst reading the initial impression was that this was

)

another of the radicals® attack., However, the timing of the
article and some of its phrases hinted that this could have

been an article of counter-attack by the moderates. In Janu-

ary 1975 an article appeared, dealing with the struggle be-
C
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from other such articles. The article stated that the
slaveowners, richer in the experience of struggle, supposedly
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restoration in the ideological realm.

vert the "new centralized dynasty
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The Legalists apparently launched a counter-attack and put
down the rebellion.22 * This struggle was said to demon-
strate that all could be successful in prevénting backsliding
‘and forwarding "social revolution and social education in the
political, ideological, and economic fields" to consolidate
the dictatorship of the proletariat,?27¢ TIn this article it
appeared that the "new centralized dynasty” and the Legalist-
"new emerging landlord class" represented the moderastes in the
Party leadership. Undoubtedly they were the "new group"con-
stituted by Chou as the Party was being rebuilt. Therefore

it would appear to be the radicals who were to be synomymous
with the slaveowners. They were supposedly experilenced in

struggle because of the Cultural Revolution, and their ocut-

\Y

look could be seen as "backsliding" and the desire for
"restoration" but a restoration of the highly ideological
mobilization, confusion and excesses of the Cultural Revolu-
tion, the Great Leap Forward and past mass campaigns. It was
implied that the radicals probably staged this attack ang
struggle to remove the moderates Trom thelr policy-making
positions around Mao. The Legalists® resistance and success
could be seen as analagous to the successful counter-attack
(and the addition to economic measures to the campaign), by
The moderates,putting down the "rebellion".

In re-examing the article (a concluding article of the

e

anti-Confucius campaign) an importznt point seems to have been

raised, In the recount of the struggle, the emperor aided
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the landlords in quelling the rebellion. This would appar-

ently imply that Chou had the support of Mao in attempting

to modify and control the anti-Confucius éampaign as well

as in countering the radicals., The past relationship of
these two men might lead one to assume this was correct.

Mao, very old and dying, most probably did support Chou in
his attempts to rebulld the Paffy and strengthen the country,
possibly feeling more at peace about what Chou was doing ﬁhan
about leaving the country to the radicals who appeared to be
becoming more extreme in their vision and demands. (Tales
of this extremism are now appearing in China as the popula-
tion shows its strong hatred of the radicals and their ap-
parent McCarthyist tactics.) Also we shall note that Chou

was probably in favor of many of the ideological aspects of

N

the reforms. He, as a communist, no doubt wanted the mosses

to have a change of attitudes, to accept the socialist ethos

and to reject inhibiting traditions. Although the economy
was slowly growing? it was still apparently hampered by
traditional attitudes and organizations. As modernization
and tradition clashed, Chou undoubtedly knew that further
economic growth along socialist lines would probably only
occur if there was this change in values zand outlook. Like
Mao in many ways, he also seemed to favor closer ties be-

tween cadres and people, health and education reforms, as

14
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well as students and cadres doing manual labor., The
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things, while having ideological implications, also
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doubt held practical and economic benefits., (Both Mao and
Chou could be said +to be pragmatists,) Therefore while
Chou probably did not want a return to the uncontralled and
destructive ethos of the Cultural Revolution, he no doubt
Supported its reforms and attempts to establish a new

Soclialist culture,

In retrospect, the anti-Confucius campalgn did seen
to play an important role in the power strdggle between the
moderates and the radicals., Of this power struggle we could
only speculate but our speculation was baged on the best dats
available to us, Tt would appear that the power Strﬁggle was
initiated by the radicals in thelr bid for key power positions,

against Chou and the modsrates, and that they were unsuccess-
ful, One guage of this contest might be the content of the
anti-Confucius campaign. The radicals &ppeared to demand an
end to present policies and a return to the ethos and reforas
of the Cultural Revolution., As these current policies were
most probably initiateq by Chou En-lai {ang also from the
covert criticisms of the things synonymous with him and his
outlook), the campaign could be seen as an attack upon Choy

and the moderates. The addition of econonmic issues and greater
control of the eriticism probably demonstrateg Chou's ability

nd to take control

N

to deflect this attack away from himself
of the campaign, maintaining his power position. The vadi-
cals were not purged at the end of the campaign, ag they now

seem Lo be (1976u1977), but they abparently did lose consider—
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able power and had the scope of their activities narrowed

to culture and, to a lesser extent, education. Chou possibly
allowed the campaign to continue because he might have felt

that positive economic and ideological benefits, or because,

by pursuing the reforms of the Cultural Revolution, it might
deflate the position of the radicals, as sole’champions of‘

the Revolution. It must also be remembered that with the support

of the military, Chou had little to fear.

CONCLUSIONS

In comparing the anti-Confucius campaign with the two
mass qampaigns, it becomes evident that in many ways the 1973-
1975 anti-~-Confucius campaign appeared similar to other mass
movements of an ideological (economic) nature and in other
ways quite distinct. Like the 1957-1958 All People Rectifi-
cation campalgn and the 1962f1965 Socialist Education cam~
paign, this campaign seemed to be an ideolegical mass move-
ment to change the very nature of society. And like these
two, the campaign also seemed to have economic issues added
to the ideological ones in campaigns later stages. All three
mass campaigns probably were initiated and led by the radi-
cals (Mao definitely being classified here as a radical) for
the principle purpose of changing the value system by ideo-
logical indoctrination and were aimed at the masses and the
cadres. They also all seemed to have had moderates under
Chou heading a secondary goal for the campaign (likewise

aimed at the masses and cadres) of increasing production.
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This indicated that the anti-Confucius Campalign was appar-
rently like other mass movements of the post-1956 ideologi-
cal trend since many of its fezatures appeared to be able to
be explained in the context of mass campaigns. Therefore
we speculate that the anti-Confucius campaign should be
studied in the context of other ideological mass movements

to be understood.

However, unlike the Rectification and Education cam-
paigns, the anti-Confucius campaign seemed to play an impor-
tant role in a power struggle, to the extent of possibly being
the arena for that struggle. Continuous messages in 1975
especially, on uniting, Eeing open, and not intriguing,228'
uéually were evidence that in China just the opposite had
previously taken place, Probably the radicals seeing the
Party and country being rebuilt along what they apparently
felt were conservative lines, struck out against Chou and
the moderates who seemed to be the leaders of this reconstruc—

vhemselves and their vision

+

tion, in a struggle of survival for
of development for China. Chou and the noderates appeared ta
be able to weather the attack ang reap some benefits from the
campalgn by adding economic issues to the ideological ones

(as they had done in past mass campaigns). It was this
apparent power struggle which posslibly made the anti-Confucius
campalgn so fragmented and difficult to fatheom. Thus one had
also to study the anti-Confucius campaign in the context of

~ R

events of the times (1969-1975) +o get a clearer picture of

e
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its nature.

Literature on post-1956 ideological mass campaigns

usvally assumes that all such campaigns were part of power
struggles. It was implied that these campaigns were phases

€

of mobilization corresponding to Mao’s attempts to redirect

China along a course of revolutionary'development in opposi-
tion to what others within the Party leadership were allow-

ing to happen. If such was the case, then the anti-Confucius
campalgn did not significantly differ from other mass campaigns
in respect to being part of a power struggle. To zttempt
determine 1f power struggles were indeed inherent in ideologi-
cal mass campalgns, we shall return to our information szbout

™3

tectification and Socialist Education campaigns,

As was noted, the 1957-1958 All People Rectification
campaign seemed to occur under a somewnat uaified leadership.
A1l the top personnel of the Party leadership may not have

enthusiastically supported what iso wanted to do in this cam-

paign {or even in the Great Leap Forward which followed), but

ot

they apnarently acqulesced and agreed Yo have the campaizn For
y L7 % q. O

n

the ideological purposes lfao proposed and aimed at the target

Mao delineated. This did not appear to be the case in the

Points, Later Ten Points, Revised Later Ten Poln

,-)

GS,

N Ly T - oL 4y R - .
angd the Twenty-three Points clearly

[

in our opinion
a lack of consensus and unity within the Party leadership.

Y

probtably not the

Yiao’s purposs and targ SCOUpPS were mos
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Same a2s Liu's and Teng's who Seemed to want the Campaign to
be solely economical, tightly controlied by the Party, and
run by the cadres and work teams, HMao, on the other hand,
pfobably began the Campalgn for principally ideological pur-
poses, aimed at reform both among the people and the cadres,
with much Spontaneity and PLA invoivement. Since the Social-
ist Education campaign also appeared to ba HMao®s attempt

to regain control of the Party organization (bhesides re-
directing China‘s development), there possibly were vestiges
of the power struggle which came into the forefront in the
Cultural Revolution, However, this mass campaign, as in all
those previous +o it, did not appear to be involved in a power
étruggle to the same degree as the anti~Confucius campaign

vas,

In the Socialist Education campaign there seemed to be
no attacking even covertly by each faction within the Party
leadership as one saw in the anti-Confucius Campalgn. The

Education campalgn did not appear to function as an attack
against a specific group in the Leadership. There undoubtedly
were attempts to change the direction of vae campaign, but
both the radicals and those moderates of the Parity apparatus

appeared more concerned with pushing their ownm policies than

stopping certain individuzls, (This only seemed to come in the
Culturszl Revolution,) However, +tho anti-Confucing campaign

appeared to be a struggle for political survival in which

apparently there were obvious attacks on each other For the
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burpose of getting rid of their opponents. Hags campaigns
prior to the Campaign against Confuciﬁs, vhile hinting at the
future possibilities of power struggleé, never actuslly secemed
to be arenas for power struggles, where there were obvious
bersonal attacks upon the opposing leadership Ffaction and

the pushing orf bower position before paliecy. (It appeared

that, in other campaigns, policies would be championed which,

1f they were acted upon, would in turn put the leaders res-
ponsible for such policies in prine bower positions. For
example, the moderates held bower supremacy after the Qreat
Leap Forward probably not because they struggled ang wonn it,
but because the following of their economie policies put
them in that position.) Therefore the anti-Confucius cam-

paign remained distinct from the other maus campaligns because
it probably was the arena for a crucizl bower struggle.
Thus, by studying the anti~Confucius campalign, other

mass movements, and recent political eventis, we have been

Of

=

(¢l

able to validate our hypotheses. By paring the three mass
Campaigns, we have found that in respect to their leaders,
targets, and burposes they were essentially alike, There,
fore our first hypothesis was correct - the anti-Confucius
campalgn was similar to other mags campaigns {(and therefore
should be studied in this context). By noticing some con-
Tusing dissimilarities between the anti-Confucius Campaign

and the others, and then by reviewing vast political events

to find explanations for these differences, we uncovered a
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power struggle. Therefore our second hypothesis was
correct - the anti-Confucius campaign played a crucial
role in a power struggle (to the extent of possibly being
the arena for such a struggle). The next and concluding
chapter of this paper will briefly review the hypotheses
and findings, comment on the other interpretations, and
speculate as to the implications of theze findings for

the study of Chinese politics,
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CHAPTER

The purpose of our paper was to prove that first, the
anti-Confucius campaign of 1973-1975 was 2 mass campaign sim-
ilar to other mass campaigns occurring after 1956 ang thus
should be studied in this contexs: and second that the anti-
Confucius campalgn was similarily an important part of a
top leadership power struggle within +the Party and therefore
should likewise be studied in the context of recent political
events (1963-1975), 1DThis approach was felt to be an original
and viable one which could make a contribution to understand-~
ing of the anti-Confucius campaign and the study of Chinese

politics,

In considering the first hypothesis, both mass campaigns

=

and the anti-Confucius campalign were studied, In Chapter 2

}_.'-

mass campalgns were initially discussed very generally. Since
Hundred rTovn”S campaign, the second trend in mass campalgns
was regarded as needing more detailed study in order %o clear—
1y ellucidate what in fact was happening in these Campaigns
generally labelled by authors as "ideological®, Only with o

fuller understanding of the second trend could there be an

adequate basis for comparison with the anti-Confucius cam-

R N B NS N - [ B mo RS - 4 o R
Mass campaignz entalled, two from this trend were ¢

representative to be more closely studied, The two picked



and reviewed were the 1957-1958 All People Rectification cam-
paign and the 1962-1965 Socialist Education campaign. Con-
clusions were then drawn about the post-1956 mass campaigns
from the example of these two. Chapter 3 was a summary of
the official pronouncements of the anti-Confucius campaign,

primarily found in Peking Review. This led in Chapter 4 +to

an analysis of the anti-Confucius campaign and a comparison
of it with the other two mass campaigns (and thus the post-
1956 trend in mass campaigns) to determine in which ways
There was a correlation, The similarities demonstrated to
what degree it was important to view the anti-Confucius

campaign in the context of mass movements.,

In considering the second hypothesis, Chapter &4 élso
included a review of the political events post~-Cultural
Revolution. After having undertaken a comparison of the
anti-Confucius campaign with the other campaigns, there
appeared to be a major dissimilarity between this campaign
and the others before it, namely evidence of =z serious power
struggle within the Party leadership. Thus to obtain a
clearer picture of the struggle - its cause and manifesta-
tions, the principle political events after the Cultural
Revolution were assessed, With some background as to recent
political events and the documentation from the anti-Confucius
campaign which Strongly Seemed to imply a power struggle, we
attempted to determine to what extent the anti-Confucius

campalign was a part of a power struggle and to what degree
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it was likewise important to view the anti-Confucius campaign
in the context of recent events.

After having followed and completed this basic format,
certain findings seemed to present themselves. The first
major finding concerned the second trend in mass movements.
Those writing about campaigns, like Towmsend, Liu,and Chang,
labelled these post-1956 movements ideclogical. While this
writer found in her study of the Rectification and Socialist
Education campaigns in Chapter 2 that mass campaigns after the
Hundred Flowers campaign seemed primarily to be for the pur-
pose of ideological indoctrination to the Maocist ethic, they
also appeared to have a secondary functidng As was apparently
witnessed in these movements in their later stages, economic
issues were similarily raised for discussion and debate. Al-
though the supremacy of ideological conversion was not denied
(although for a time during the Socialist Education campaign,
Liu Shao~ch®i and Teng Hsizo-p'ing possibly attempted to
sabotage it), the moderates by supporting Mzo and not threat-
ening his leadership position were probably able to incorpor-
ate economic matters into these concluding phases of the cam-
paigns in order to ensure that production was not huft by the
campaigns but might even be bettered., Therefore, while con-
tinuing to call post-1956 mass campaigns "ideological", we
recognized that a more correct description would be ideologi-
cal-economic, yet still with the emphasis clearly on ideologi-
cal,

This finding, namely an apparently truer determination
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of the nature of "ideological" mass campaigns, lead to the
validation of the first hypothesis for after having reviewed
the official sources of information concerning the anti-Con-—
fucius campaign in Chapter 3, it was found that the pronounce-
ments seemed to demonstrate an ideological and economic ori-

-

entation of the campaign. While the anti~Confuciusg campaign
was to be "an ideological revolution" and "a continuation of
the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution", the summer and
fall of 1974 foung documents strongly stressing both "revolu-
tion and production", Seemingly, as in the other mass can-—
paigns, ideological indoctrination was the salient issue
pushed by the radicals, the moderates under Chou En-Lai were
aEle to incorporate their own goals of economin rroduction
into the campaigns® later phases. Therefore, the first
hypothesis was correct; that the anti-Confuecius campalign was
Similar to cther mass campaigns of the post-1956 veriod,
Hence, only a study of the anti~Confucius campalgn which
does not fail to look =t the campaign in the context of mass
movements will have any substantial value,

The second major finding dealt with the leadershiyp
power strugglé. After having completed the summary of the

anti-Confucius campaign in Chapter 3, discrepsncies apparent-
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voting all one®s time to "criticizing and repudiating

class enemies" and “"working even longer and harder to in-
crease production". Conflicts such as these abounded in

the official articles, many occurring within the same edition,
(This writer was constrained by time and length to show in
any greater depth the numerous instances of this which could

be found if one reads Peking Review for the time pericd in

consideration,) Such contrasting demands implied a more
crucial problem than simply the evil influences of Confuc-
ian philosophy., The linkage of Confucius and his ethic to
many current policles and procedures clearly implied that a
more serious drama was unfolding., It was at this point that
a review of recent events after the Cultural Revolution was
undertaken in Chapter 4.

When the political events of the early 1970%s were
considered, we saw the growing division within the leader-
ship over those same questions which became.the bulk and
basis of the anti~Confucius campaign. Some of these were
the method and direction of modernization, the importance
of the Maoist ethic, the correct stand towsrds class enemies,
foreigners, and "rightists", the place of the Cultural Revol-
ution and "socialist new-born things", the power and areas
of influence for the radicals, and 50 many other aspects
dealing with the rebuilding of the Party and the country.

By 1973 1t appeared obvious that under Premier Chou En-~lai
the more moderate position was being implemented. The

radicals under Ch'iang Ch'ing seemed opposed to such moves
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as "opening to the West", “"restoring old disgraced cadres",
the economic growth ethos of the early 1960s which was being
now restored, "backsliding" from the Cultural Revolution and
ignoring “socialist new-born things" among others. Their
stance clearly reflected their "ideology" and the basis on
which their power rested. (Most of the leading radicals

under Chiang Ching rose to power under Mao during the Cultural
Revolution and owed their power to it.) Therefore in order
not to find their power being slowly ebbed away or to be
relegated to minor areas of policy-making, it appeared that
the radicals launched the anti-Confucius campaign in a struggle
for survival, Since power, personality, and policy seemed to
be so closely tled in China, if the popuiaﬁion did become
mobilized and converted to the Maoist cellective ethie, the
radicals would then win the key power positions away from the
moderates and set China on what they believed was its “cor-
rect" development course. MNaybe the radicals even felt that
with the aid of the masses and youth they could attempt to
sweep the moderates from office as Mzo had done during the
Cultural Revolution. In any case, the anti~Confucius campaign
probably was an arena for a power struggle of great conse-
quence. Therefore, the second hypothesis was proved., The
anti-Confucius campaign was different from other mass campaigns

in that it seemed to play a crucial role in a power struggle.

THEORIES

The validation of these two hypotheses had implications
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for the other authors® interpretations. In Chapter 1 we
stated that the nine different interpretations could be con-
densed into two categories ~ power struggle and Cultursgl Rev-
olution., The two generalizations concerning a power struggle
in the anti-Confucius campaign were that the campaign was
either g struggle by the radicals against the moderates or
by the moderates against the radicals, Those like Barnett,

Oksenberg and Goldstein, Domes, and Current Scene who said

that the anti-Confucius Campaign was initiated by the radicals
for survival Purposes were proved'corrects ‘However, Leys
maintained that the radicals were responsible for all the
aspects of the campaign, and this was shown to be inaccurate
because the economic features of the campaign were probably
Sponsored by Chou and the moderates. Those lika Goldman,
Wich, and Goodstadt who wrote that Chou was leading ang
directing the campaign from the start, were apparently wrong,
for while Chou said that he supported the anti-Confucius cam-
paign (how could he have said otherwise and not be branded an
outright disciple of Confucius), the campaign appeared clearly
to be the radicals® bid for power and there were attacks upon
him. Chou seemed able to intervene in the later stages of the
campalign to diffuse its radicalness and turn enthusiasm to

productive purposes,

The three generalizations concerning the Cultural Revo-
lution were that the anti-Confucius campaign was either a con-

tinuation, a reversal, or unrelated to the Cultural Reveolution.

138



Those like Oksenberg and Goldstein,‘Leys, Starr, and Good-
stadt were apparently correct in aséuming that an important
issue in the anti-Confucius campaign was the continuation of
the Cultural Revolution (or more accurately its reforms) .,
There did not appear to be any evidence to support the claims

of Goldman and Current Scene that the campaign was to halt

(or even reverse) the changes and reforms of the Cultural
Revolution. Even Chou En-lai was not found to have stated
this. Authors like Barnett or Wich who did not mention the
Cultural Revolution in their analyses, missed a crucial point
of the campaign. As we previously speculated, the campaign
appeared to be more “pro-Cultural Revolution" than "anti-

Confucius",

None of the interpretations can be completely dismissed
nor were they completely accurate. Neither the radicals nor
the moderates had sole control over the campaign, nor was the
campaign’s only purpose to be ideological, pelitical, or eco-
nomic, Because the different writers did not appear to study
the anti-Confucius campaign in the context of mass campaigns
as we did, they probably did not notice those features which
could be explained by the anti-Confucius campaign being anothef
mass campaign, such as its dual, ideological-economic purposes,
the target groups, or the different leaders for the different
purposes, In just placing the anti-Confucius campaign in the
context of the time, it was easy to pick one leader and purpose
and tie it with a power struggle. The authors seemed to have

ignored divergent data their uni~directional approach could
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not explain, Hence, from seeing all these different inter-
pretations and the greater degree of clarity wrought because
of the way the anti-Confucius campaign was studied in this
paper, it appears obvious that one should study the campaign
in the context of mass campaigns as well as that of recent
political events. In this way it was shown that the 1973-
1975 anti~Confucius campaign was a mass campaign similar to
those prior to it in its leaders, targets, and purposes, but
that it was dissimilar to the other campaigns due to the fact
that the campaign was also probably the arens for a crucial

power struggle.

IMPLICATIONS

Our findings may have important implications for the
study of the Chinese political process. We have noticed that
those who have written about post-1949 China had tended to
view all political developments as unigue and as the result
of power struggles ("constant conflict" within the Party
leadership model). As our study of three mass campaigns demon-
strated, there were many similarities between the campaigns.
If the anti-Confucius campaign was to have been analyzed as
a unique phenomena in the context of recent political events,
such important features as its leaders, targets, and purposes
would not have been correctly ascertained. This was noticed
in the analysis of the authors. Our study of the anti-Con-
fucivs campaign strongly implied that more comparison studies

need to be done about political events in communist countries.
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~ Without this type of analysis, studies done will only be
partially accurate., Similarily regarding all events as
manifestations of power struggles, was also shown to be
incorrect and presumptuous. While the anti-Confucius cam-
paign appeared to be the arena for a power struggle, besides
probably the Cultural Revolution, these seemed to be the

only two cases of mass campaigns being crucial parts of

power struggles. Our reviews of the Recﬁification and
Education campaigns were evidence of this., As with the

other mass'campaigns, they were not dramatically involved

in power struggles. In fact, besides for hints in the Social-
ist Education campaign of a future leadership conflict, the
other campaigns showed z united leadership. In the Education
campaign, there were no overt attacks and Mao was not openly
opposed, While differences of opinion among the leaders
presented themselves, compromise rather than conflict appeared
to be the norm., Our findings also strongly implied that the
"constant conflict" model be evaluated as to its practicality,
with a look towards "compromise" as the reasoning behind any
stability or longevity within the leadership. »Therefore, our
study of the anti~Confucius campaign does have implications

for the study of the Chinese political process.
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