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PREFACE.

The fellewing thesis is arn attenpt te arrive at

& reasoned comclusien conceraing these quostisns:

{1} To what extent did Milton himself poriray

t+he Puriitan character?

{2) %hat development and modification does
Hilton's Puritanism undergs during the course

of hig long and vomewhat chequersd life?
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THE PURITAN BLEMENT IN THE WORKS OF JOHHE MILTOR (1608-1674)
cuaPTER I.

Hilton's Barly Life and Traiming {1608-1629)

It is & moot question whetker heredity or envirenment
be the stronger facter in meking ue what we are. Im the case
ef Jehn ¥ilten herediiy and enviromment worked harmonisusly
together to preduce the éa& and the peet as we knew him im his
writings.

The Hiltens were peeple of fimmly-held epinions. The
peet's grandfather, s ranger of Shotever Park msar Qxferd, had
been a bigoted Homan Cathelic. His som, Johm Hilien the slder,
whobscane the father of the Puritan post Jehn Hilton, embraced

aud held fast to the Heformed religion, even in the face of

being disinherited by his bigoted father. Im the poet himself
¥e nte the gsame teraciiy of religiocus snd political comviectien.

The pout's fathsr had adopted the Puritsn form of

the Reformed religion and all bie friends were of the same shade
¢f opinion. Puritanism had begun éith the dissplution of the
smaller momasteries in 1536. In Gueen Elizabeth's reipm, a spirit
of revelt hed produced a withdrawing from the orthodex Chureh of
England of many bishops and clergy, whoe conducted wership with

any vongregation that they ceuld gather, adopting the Genevan
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{Calvinistie) Service Book. Others uesd Kusx's Prayer %&ak
and favorsd Fresbyterisniss. 4s Furitaniem gsined ground, the
anger of the Charsh of Engiaaé ecelssiantics whe chsmpioned
sonformity was arcussd and proseeution and impfiéanméat ware meted
eut to recalcitrant Puritsms. Four years before Johm Hilion's
birth (1604) was held the Hampton Court Conferemce.. a conference
ferced upon James I ay the strength of Puritaniesal opinion, fer
James I, in love with his idesa of Divime Hight of Kiags‘&nﬁ
consequently, of Bishops, was the awvowed chasplion of the conforming
Ghureh of ¥ngland, and had ne move affeetion for ?uri%ana than for
Proshytarians. | .

The ﬁﬁwpﬁéa/ﬁcurt Conference was of i&pétﬁaﬁaa~tn'ﬁha
Furitan sause in sngiaﬁd bvegause the direet subcome of the |
meetings was the Authorised Versisn of the Biﬁls published in 1611.
*& striking testlmeny to ils sssential greatness is %hé faet that,
instend of s cauge of divieion in this lund of sectarianism, it
bkas ever been & bend betwsen the differont sests, fer it wag seom
adopied by the Puritans, and preferred even to the Uenmevan.”
*The Age of Bhakespoare' - DSoccombe and Allen, p.f23.

J#mea I, however, detestad the Puritans hecuvse ef

their revolt from ithe orthedex Hpiscopal Shureh, and in 1607

Arehbishop Banereft, with the Xing's conmnivance, hegan the

perseoutions of the Puritens, which continued throughout ths

whols peried of Stuart dowmination, led to the sxpatristion of the



af the Filgrim Fathers in 1620, snd largely contributed to the
determined and sucgsssful efforts of the Parliamentarians during
the Civil ¥ar.

It was inte & home of thie Puritanieal gharacier %haﬁ
Jehn Hilten was vorm is 1608. It is certain that the Authorised
VYorsion of 4the Bible was the beok to which he first turned, for
throughout hig werks his kwowledge of the Bible is displayed.
Another book, waiakﬂw&s very popular asong the Furitane vwas
%ylvasﬁér*s‘translﬁ%ian éf Pu Bartas® Divine Vesks {published
1605 and £}, This had a Seripfural bssie ehich comuended 3t e
the Puritans au&'ua goubt Hilten remsd it, as & boy.

Hilton's home wuz not, hewever, deveid of immocent
plagﬁarsg, #paritaniss glready had its stronghold im ths homes
of the citizens of London and & reversat seriousmess, which had
in 4t mothing of movosensss or gloem, soleured ithe homewlife of
Bildens ﬁhii&ﬁaaé?, «'&ga a?’ﬁi&%@ﬁﬂsé.ﬁasﬁemm&a, Pele

Husie was the favourite pastime of the posi's father,
whe, as & musician, toek ramk with Eaélané, Gibbens and Ford.
Taught by him, Hilton became a skilful organist; all his life
¥ilton apprecisted and enjoyed musiec. In this par%ieui&r he was
wmet éa,s%ria% a Puritawn 48 many to whor & church orgau»Waﬁ
anathems .

#ilten says of his parents {Prese Yorks Vol.I, p.254)



gy father was distinguished by the undeviating integrity of
hisvlife: wy mother by the esieem in which she was held and the
aims whiech she bestowed. MYy father destined me Ifrom a child e
the pursuits of iiterature. &e had me daily instrucied iam the
Gremmar Schoel and by stber masters at heme™.
{Doefensic Bscunda).

" His sarliest tutor, Thomas Young, was "a Puritan in
Esaex”, & Scotch Preshyterian minister, aflorvards Master of
Jesus Sollsge, Cambridge, wh@vw&s griven sut of Brgland because
of his religicus views. From the alfectionsle character of
&iltﬁa*s 1etters to him written from Cawbridge, 1625, 1% is
elsar that he hag great iafluence over the poet, and the austerity
of the poet¥s wview of 1life is due to Young®s teashing and example.

A4s a schoolbey he was a hard student, for he tells us

in the Second Defence sf the People of Nagland {Vol.l. p.254)
@y appetits far’&ﬁawlaﬁgé-waﬁ #o v&é&eio&s, that , trom. twelve

years of sge, 1 hardly ever left amy sindiss, o2 weant to bed

befors midnight™. Hente he had 1itile time or inclimation te ?
iaﬁnige in the frivelities of his more careless schesl-~fellows,

sund his religlousz convictionz grew deeper.
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CHAPTER 1Z.

Gambridge, Horton and Travels 1625-1639.

On February 12th, 1528, Uilten was admitted a lesser
pengloner . at Christ‘s Csllege, Cambridge. He wae only gizteen
vaars of age, and bad coms direct from & Furitan home ia%a a
large university where 21l soris and conditions of men were
congregated. His tutor, ¥illism Chappslle, afterwards .Qaan of
Gaehel and Biehep of Cork, was a High Churchman, with Whmm.ﬁiltoa
hed 1ittle iv ecommon. XHilton's aloofness and deliceacy of 'f‘e»ali;ag
progursd for him the nicknane of "The Lady of Christ's®™.

Bilton'z fathor had sest hin to Cambridge wiih the
idesa that the peet aﬁﬁu&é‘bﬁaﬁm& & ¢lovgyman of tae Ghurch of
England. In the “Apslogy for Smeetymnuus® {(¥rose Yorks IIT p.122)
he a&ygyﬁ?ha% sare was ever had of we, with my earliest capacity,
net %aihe nepligently trained in the precepts of the Christian
religion®: and in his *"Remson of Chureh Govermment urged againgt
Prelaty? (Prose ¥ol.lI p.482) we find *The Chureh to whose
serviece, by the inﬁaﬁ%iea of my parents and friends, I vas destined
2 a child and of my own resalution till coming io some mturity'
of years and perceiving what tyranmay had invaded the Church, that
he whe would teke srders must subseribe slave, and take eath
withal , which unless he teek with a conscisnce that would retech,

nesl either siraight perjure or straipht split his faith; I
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thought it better ie gyefar blameless silense befere the
saered office of spesking, bought and bsgun with sorvitude and
feregvearing”.

 Duriag Hilton's residence at Cambridge {1625-1632)
many important svents teok place in England, beth as regards
politics and religion. 1627 suw the unsucesasiul expedition of
Buckingham to La Rochelle which was followed by his mssassination
" by the fanatic Felten im 1628, The death of Puskingham was hailed
ag & vietory by the Furitans and was fellewed by the Fetitiem of
Right being aaasyﬁ&é by Charles 1.

In the sanme yeﬁr~@ixziam Loud was appeinted Bishep of
London. He began at once Lo press forward the High Church ideas
with which be was absaanaé;,ﬁafﬁianlarig the slaborate ritual,
chenting, music, snd vestments grew im use by those vho dssired
preferment. Laud’s “beauty of holiness” was steadily oppesed
by the Puritans, and ne doubt Milton himself by this time had
. apandoned the idsa of teking hely erders, becaues his tralning
and pr&&i&oaﬁiauﬁ were opposed to suech “prelety”.

He seems to have been encsuraged in this decisien by
the agaatgcxﬁ of *S¢ many of ithe young divimes and these in
next aptitude for divimity seen on ke stage, writhing and
zmhaniag their clergy limbs to all the antic and dishonast

gestures of Trinculess, buffoens and bawda®™ (Frese IIY 114 and 115}
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But up %o the time of his admission as B.i. {Harch 29ih
1629} ¥iiton's Puritanimm was raother ian the nature of a pretest
agaiaa% the sndless ceremonial snd ritusl of the High Shureh er
Laudian pariy than against the deetrinss of the Church of Hngland,
for he sigmed "willingly and exsnize® the thrse aprticles of assent

~ to the Hoyal Supremacy, the Beok of Usumon Prayer snd the Thirty-
pine Articles. On taking higz #.4. degres in July, 15632, ke
subseribed te the zame three ariicles.

In December 1631, or esarly im 1532, he ment & memevable
ietter {15 a friend whe had been eslling him to scoount for his
apparest indiffevence %o his work in 1ife) in which wus oncloged
his Somned “On Being arrived st the Age of 23%. This poem im of
inperiance Lo our purpozd inm ssitablishing hew far Eilton himseelf
porireys the Puritus cheveeter, in that it ﬁﬂﬁt&isa the follewing
linse:

¥ Yet be it loss or merg, oF goen ar slow,

It shall be still in stristest neasure aven

Yo that sume lol, bowever msan or high,

?aﬁarég whiah Time leads me, and the will of Heaven.

A1l is, if I‘ﬁave grace %o use it 80,

As ever in my greal Task-Masierls eye.®
Theas givé expreassion to ﬁilﬁan‘ﬁ Furitaniec seriousness and
ssnas of responsibilidy for the prefitavle use of his lifstime.

- Xn further evidence of his sericusness and sieadiness of purpose,
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despite his seeming indifference to & definite career we have
Capology for Smectymnuus - Prose IIX. p. 118). "iHe whe would
not be frustraste of his hope 4o wriie wsll hersafter in laudable
things, ought bimsell o be = Yvrue poem: that is & veapesitien
and pattern of the besi snud honsurablest thinge; not presuming te
sing high praises of hsroie mexn and fansus cities, unless hs have
in himself the experience and practice of sll ithet is praise-
worthy. These resscns, together with a certaln niceness of
pature, an bonest haughtinesns, and sell ewleem either of what I
wag, or wbat I might be...... and lastly medesiy..... all these
uniting the sapply of thelr natursl aid tegether, kepi we eotill
asbove ihose low descents of mind, beneath which he must dsject and
plungs himeelf , that aan.agraé &n aaiaahia and nalawful
prestifutions”™ . |

In 1632 Bilton retived Trom Chreist's Cellsge. “The
fellews of that wollege signifisd many ways hew much better it
-wsniﬁ gontent them $that I would stay”™ (Prese Iif. p.lil}.

He retired to bis father's house at Ferton where he remsined feor
five ysars, engaged in study.

In 1633 Leud wes sppointed arebbishep of Canterbury.
‘Religious controversises were fast grewing to hitterneass,
sggravated by the eruel garsaeati@aa ased by the domimant Church
§nr§¥'§gaias§ the Puritans. Iz 1630 Pr. Leighien was publiely

whipped, had his sar out off and his nesd slit, by erder of the
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Star Chamber, because he had published a book agaiﬁét\
Episecpacy. Thiz is bul one exsaple of the methods adepled
by Fentworth and Luud to carry cut thelr “Thoreugh” Poliey and
it silence hastile eritisism.

The nuraurs of discentent wi%hvghieh men aaw the
tightaning of Laud's grip over acciaaiuaéiqal affairs wust have
disturbed Milton'es guiet village life, for they eslour ithe plet
ol *Cenmus® and break in thunder in *gyﬁiéaﬁ“ﬁ The dats of the
writing of "Lt&llegrs” %ﬁé "Il Penserewmo™ is uncertain; probably
they were writien during the earlier years of Hilten's stay at
Herten. The two pooms are complementary. Iun them H¥ilion sets
before himsel! the sccupatiens, amusemenits, and usevecistions of
& 1ife lad in &&aﬁfd&#ea-ﬁi%& the chesriul draditions of "Heryy
Bngland™ in sontrast to those of an exisioncs mere thoughtful,

- retired and subdued. Beth "L'allegre and T} Pensereso” are
expresaieng of differing m@é&g of Bilten, and ihe former me mors
partrays the reckless gallaniry of the Godless eavalier than
does the latter show the bigeted awaeterity of tihe Puritan” (Bag.
Fogns by Jﬁﬁgﬁi}%aﬁ; ﬁlarendéa ¥poss, Intredustion, p.iLl).

Jo He B. Haobermen in the "ige of ¥ilten™ p.1b. says
ef ihese poonti- *The happiness sf'LYallegre® is as far romoved
fros the boslsterocus gulsty of the Cavalier gallaant as is the
mont sober sontemplative 1ife of *I1 Feuserose® f{rom the

moreseness of the extreme Puriten®. Hark Fatiison in his handbook
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upes Hiltenm (EB.M. of L. Series pp. 28 and 29) says ef the
twe poems:- "In Hilton, nature is not put forwgrd ss the posi's
theme. Iis thewe is man, im the two contrasted moods of jeyous
emotion ar'gréva reflectien. 7Ths shifting scenery ministers e
the varying mood ..... Hiltonm in these two idylls has recorded a
day of tweniy-four heurs. But he has not registered the phenomenma:
. he places us at the standpoint of the man before whom they deploy.
And the man, joyous or wmelanchely, is net a bare spectater of
them; he iz the student, compounded of sensidility and intelligence
of whom we are not teld that he saw so and #o, or that he felt se,
but with vhom we are mads ce-partners of his thoughts snd feelings.
Degeription melts inte emetion, and contemplation bodies itsell
in imagery. All the charm of rural life is there, but it is not
tendered to us in the form of a landacape: the scenery is
subsrdinated to the human figure in the centre.”

Hilton's enviromment while he was engaged in writing
these poems may give us some data upon which %o bass eud
decigion respeciing how far they bear upen his Puritenism. He
was living "Far from the madding erowd's ignoble strife®, fres
from pecuniary worry or coantroversial disturbance. His purenits
- were literary {he tells us that he read upwards of eighiy authors
in Greek, Latin, French, Italian, and English during the Horien
peried) and congemiasl. Hence these poems bear the impress of

the ciremmstances under which they wers written. Eii%an, for the
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time being, al any rute, feels esancipated Trom the omus sf taking
either the Episcepal side or espousing actively the sause of the
oppessd Puritans. The poems plainly are the fruits of the labour
ef love and are writbtenm purely for art's suke and witheut slterisyr
nedive.

giléan’a friends were chiefly of the Cavaliasr party ,
Seg+ Sir Henry Veolton and Henry Lawes, and "Comus” which was
acted at Ludlew st Uichselmas 1634 was dedisated tov ¥Yiscount
Beaekley, son a#ﬁ kelr apparent io the Earl of Efiﬁg&éntara

“Gomus® is the first of Milton's poous where Puritanise
shows clear signs of its influence. Hilion calls it"a mask”.
1% ie really an allegoery in which ke shows that pleasure and
purity are tve epposite prineiples in eontinual econflict. Comus
is ummistakably the spirit of the tise ~ the mocking, sensual |
diggslute spirit whiech reigned at the sourt of the Stuarts, shere
toarss jokeg passed current for wit, and lewd verses wers
sccepted as poetry. |

against this epirit @f the time MHilien sets up ihe
idedl of purity (“Comus™ pp.380.384). *He that has 1ight within
his own clear breast
Hay 2it 1* th* cenire and enjey bright day:
But he that hides & dark auux and foul theughis
Benighted walks under the mid-day sum;
Himself is nls swn dungeon®™. |

By the Lady "fized and motionless® Hilion plainly means

the Chureh of England, which, by the efforts of Laud had become
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roduced t¢ a state of traunguil immebility. Ths gorgeosus ritual
axd snd eseslesiastical tyramay which are associated with Laud,
and which bhe wag fond of calling “the beauty sf holiness® BRDOGRY
in "Comus™ as “ihe siately pulsce set out with &1} wmanner of
delicicusnens™. Hilton, whe himsalf had beon “shurchesuted by
the prelates” viewed with indigmaticn und alsem the iseties of
the Laudien pariy. Hence the sorcerer's sup commended by wils

and threat to the Lady’s lips indicated the enforeing by fine

and impriscrment attendance at the sstallished chureh - an atisek
upon religious liberty which Milten, who was growing mere markedly
Furitesical , bitterly recented.

The teaching of the whole masgue is summed up in
"Comus®™ pp. 1619-31022
“Love Virtue: she alome is fros;

Bhe cay teack ve how fo olimd

Higher than the sphery elime;
Uf if Virtue feebles were

Houven itsslf would stoop to her®.

The death of Zdward King on August 16%h, 1637 led to the
publication ofLycidas™. King, altbough younger ihanm Milion

and an inferier scholar, bud been made & Fellow of Christ's
Sollege, Cambridge, through political influence. Hemce thers

is ne reasen to suppese that Hilten had an ovarvhelaing leve fer

bim, sr inerdinate sorrev beesuss of his untimely desth. The
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posn "Lycides® was writlen with a twe-fold purpese. It
was a conveniional elegy upon a fellew nember of the
Yniversity, writien in imitation of Theseritus and Vergil;
but it was sleo a potent satire upon the“eorrupled clargy
then in their height? One of the unfortunate resulis of
Land's relisnce on secular suthority for the eaforcement of
religlous uniformitly was that the so-talled aAvmiwnian party
goen came o include in its rasks &l) theze clergy whe were
willing te suberdinate principlie to aell interest and
| "govramble st the shearsr's feanst”., Thus whal was geed in
the movement prow 4o be assetiated with so mueh that wasz
undoubbedly snd even repuisively evil, that men like Hiltom
were drives move and mpre inte astive opposition Lo the whole
spliseopnl system., The motive which actuated Hilten isn
writing “Lyecidasg® {11.3l3*i31§ was the feeling of disgust
&t the religious intoleranes of Laud and the unworthimess ef
the sonforming ﬁlﬁ?ﬁy, - & fgeling rapidly spreading and
intenaifying smong the Puritans.

*iow well e¢ould I have spared for thee, young swainm

4now of such as for thelr bellles' sake,

Greep and intrude and elimb inte the Fold?

81 nsiher cave tk&? little reci’aing nuke,

Than how to seramble at the shearsr's feast,

snd shave gway the wérthy bidden gueat.
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Blind moubhs! that scares themselves knew hovw to held
& shesp-hook, or have learned augbi slse the least
Thet te the faiihful berdsman's art belongsl

¥hat recks it then? YThat nsed they?! They are sped;
And when they ligt theiy lean and flasby sbuzs
Srate on their sorannel pipss of wrolched straw;
The hungey sheep leek up sud ure net fad,

But sweln éi%h wind, snd the rank mist they draw
fot inwardly, aad feul seniagion spread;

Besides what the grim welf with privy paw

Daily devsurs apuacs, and mething said;

But that $two-handled swgine al the dooy

Btands ready ie¢ suiie owee; and smite ne wmove™.

By the "grim wolf" which "daily devours &éaﬁﬁ“ Hilton meuns
the Heman Catholie church, which, through the conmivancs of
the uxorious Charles I and the favsur of Hearietds Haris,
wis making sericus afferts to secure proseliytes te the old
zaligion. |

¥e see, therefors, that ¥ilton's Furiteniom was
bscoming move scutspoken and urgent. Ia "Cemus™ he was
sontent to veil his religiocus convictions under an allegery.

In ®Lycidas™ he speaks his mind wiith ne unceriais welece.
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The death of bis mether, April 3Ird 1637, ssd the
murriags of his younger brother esused a disturbance inm
Hilton's gquiet 1ife at Horten. Im his letter te Charles
Bevdatl, dated London Sepismber 2Ird, 1637 (Hilten*s Prese III
pe49%) be snys that his design is ®io take chanbers ia one of
the inms of court, where I .... may enjoy more comfert whenm I
choese to stay at home, and kave a wmers elegant zogicty when
I cheose o gzo abread”. Bet early in 1638 he set owt "4o ses
the world®,

Italy at the time of Hilion®s visid was stil1l the conire
- éf Zurepean art and theught. Alihough towns had lost their
freedem and Yiterature its freshness and viriliiy, though the
Renmnigsance had spent ite foree as an inspiring influencs and
had wade nmen sceptieal in religion and pagan in,gﬁrais, yeot
the memeries and trauditions of the great ags st41l lingored _
'in Floreves and Romae. 7

Eilton has given‘us an setount of hisz eontinential
journey in his “Defensie Secunda™. The boldness of his
advocsncy of the Puritan fﬁta'ﬁf‘fﬁiigiﬁﬁ shows ne diminution
when abroad, fer he says (¥ilton®s Frose Vel.l p.2%6}: “It
was & rule which I laid down for myself in those places, never
te be the firsi te beginm amy conversutien on reliplon: but if

any questions were pui to me censernimg my faith, its declare
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3% without sny ressyve or fear. I returned $o Hoeme. 1 feok
no shteps %o convesl sither my person or my characier; and
for the space of iwe wmonths I sgain openly defended, as I bad
done before, the reformed religlon im ithe very sstvrspolis
of popery™.

#e abandoned his tour and returned te Zagland early in
1539 "for I thought it base to be travellisg for amusssent
ahroad, while my Telleow sitizens woere Tighiing feor liberty

st homas®™.



CHAPTER 1II.

Eilton's Controversial ¥orks and Sonnets.

1630=1560 .

ﬁa'kia roeturn $o Englend Bllton 414 set 2t once takse
any wetive part inm i1be struggle fer liberty which wos commenc-
ing« Ho took a bouse in alderggate to supervise the sducstion
of his twe nephews. 3;$,,$h@n tbe contrevesrsy concerning
episcepacy grew hot (Prese, I p.258) "as I bad frem my vouth
shudied the distinciiens betwesn religicus and sivil righis,

I pereeived thad il sver I wished 4o be of uee, I gught ad
least not is be wanting o ny countey, %o the shurch, and $o

go many of ay fellew-Christians, in a eriole of se nmueh danger.
I therefers determined to relinguish the sthsr pursuits inm
which 1 was engaged, snd %o ¥ransfer the whole force of ay
%ﬁi&a&a and my industry to this cme important object” [Sseond
Defence) .

Bilton sngsged in controversial writings from & sense of
duly only and net frow inclination, for is kis "iwasen of
Chureh Govermsent urged agaimet the Prelaty”™ (Prose, Vol.IX
ped77) Re says:- I should sot choese this msnner of writing
vherein knmowing myself inferier %o myself, led by the genial
power of nmature e another task, I heve the uzs, as I may

agesunt, but of ny iefd hand®.



Azain in the same tractaie {(Frose, Tol.II p.49%5) ke
says: "With what small williagness I endure to ismberrupt ihe
pursuit of no less bopes than these {l.e. the hepe of writing
an immertal poen) and leave a calm and plsasisg zolitariness
fed with cheerful and cenfident thoughis, %o embark in &
troubled sea of neises and hearse disputed.”

The whole nuwber of Milton's politieal writings im
$wenty-five. Of these tweniyeone are in Emglishk snd four in
batin. The peried during which they appesred {1641-1580) was
gﬁrhagﬁ the greatsst pamphkleteering age in English history,
bacause old institutions wers being reconsbructed &ﬁé s1d
traditions being remodelled. Host of ¥ilion's panphleis were
ealled ints being to rebut the arguments of opponents, were
hastily pul tegether, are strongly partizan, and often ave
asurrilously abusive. Hilten's pawphlets are in three groups:

{1} Beclssiastical pawphlets.

{{a) Of Reformation in %aglaaé.
1641 E{b} Prelatical Bpiscopacy.
g‘fq} #ﬁﬁasaa of Chureh Gevernusnt
g {d) Animsdversiens
%,fﬁ} spolegy for Cmectyanuus
' {publiched in Jonusry or Fobruary 1642)

{2} Pamphlets un behslf of Domestic Liberty.

f {a} arevpagitica
%

§ {2} lLetter te Hartlid

1:&#45 {e) Doctrine and Piseipline of Diverce




{2} Pasphlets

, T e 18

&n hﬁﬁ&if‘ef Donestic Liberty.
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I. Hilten's Attitude towards the Chursh.

Hilten tosk part in the seclesiastical controversy

from a sense of duty and bscauss his Paritan hatred of slavish

vitusl urged him

to 46 all im his power to securs the downfall

of the Lyranny of Leud and his sesscisted. "The vigour of ihe

pariisment had begusm te bhusble the gti%a of the bisheps™, and

Bilten "theught that on these tepics, to the comsideration of

which 1 wav led solely by my leve of $ruth, and =y reversnce
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for Christianity, I should net probably wéi%a wvorse than
those whe were contending oply far their own emoluments zud
usurpations” {Second Defence, Fress I. p.258).

Hig first pamphlet *0f Hefarpatien in England and the
Sauses that have hitherie hindered ii” was published in 1864)
axd %s &%wiéaé inte twe beoks. The causes of ithe non-gompletion
of the refommation of the church are "the exactions and

tyranny of the bishops®™. Like all Eilton's pamphlets, liberty

is the underlying idea pervading this itractate. He wished %o
see the reformalion of the ehureh completsd by the sbolition
of bishops and of 11 those Pitualistic practices which $e the
Puriten wers slike unnesessary %o sincsrs worship and which
savoured of shborred “popery”.

His zeal for purity in worship is expressed in many
places in ihnis puuphlet. Perhaps the most outspoken of all
seccurs near the beginming. (Prese, Vel.TI, pp.364 and 36%).

PS5ad i1 is ts think how that Ddeirine of the Gespel ,
planted by itouchers divinely inepired amd by them winnowed apd

#ifted, from the chaff of overduted caremonies, and refised

te such & spiritual heighb, and temper of purity, and knowledge
¢f ths Creater, that the body, with all the circumsisnces of
tims and place, werﬁlpﬁrifiaﬁ by the affeciions of the rogene
srate svul and nothing left impure but sin; Faith needing not
the weak , and fallible ¢ffice of the senneg, s be either the

ushers or interpreters of hoavenly nysteriss, save whers our
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Lord himself in his Becramenis ordsined; that such a deetrine
should througk the grossness aand blindasge of her prefessers,
and the fraud ¢f deceiveble traditicns, drag se dowswards, as
to batkslide sne way inte the Jewish beggary of old esant
rudiments, and stumble ferward anobher way inte the uew-vomited
paganisn of sengunl ldolatry, aliribubiag purity or impurity
to thinge indifferent, thal they mighit bring the inward nets
¢ the spirit to the outward and customary oyve-servies of the
bedy, as if they could meke Cod sarthlyzand fleshly, because
%h&yv@nui% net mak® themsslves heavenly and spiritusl; they
‘éagam to draw down all $he divine intereourse bebwizt Ced snd
the sau&,,yag, the very shape of God billself, into an sxter
for and bedily form, urgently @?ﬁ%éﬂéiﬁg a nessssiiy and
shligenent &?'j&iﬁiﬁg the body in & formal reversnce and worship
cireumseribed; they hallowsd it, they fu&sﬁ up, they sprizkled
it, they bedecked it, notl in robed of pure immcocency, but of
pure linen, with other deformed and fantustic éréﬁsaa, in
pails and sitres, geld, and gespawe fetched rom Amron's old
vardrebe, or ihé $zm flemin's vestry; then was the priest set
te een bis metiong nnd his ﬁaa%a?aa; his liturgies and his
Iarrias, t111 the soul by this mesns of everbedying nerself,
given uwp justly to fleashly delights, bated her wiag apace
downward: and finding the ease she had from her visidle and
sensueus ceilsague, the body, is performance of religious

duties, her pintons mow brekem, and flegging, shifted ef? from
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herseif the labeur of high searinag any nmore, forget her
heavenly flight, and lelt the dull and droiling carcass
to pled ea in the oid read, and drudging trade of sutward
conformity~.

The unlen of lhe ecolesiastical party with the diasaluté
Court party of Churles I hzd been condemned by Milton in
"Gomus?. This joining of twe ferces of evil was at once
dreaded and hated by %he Puritens. Jemes I, enceuraged by the
bisheps, bad instituted "The Rogk ef Sports”™ which was re-
enjoined by Charles I im 1833, The divines whe counselled
it did so in ths kope thet the pasiimes enjained would hinder
the people frem talkiuog criticslly on matters of Churekh and |
State and frem resortiug to conventicles. Upon the Puritans
it had an efiect diresily eppesite to the one sought by the
Royaliste. MUilton volces the feelings of the Puritans (Prose
 ¥ol.1Il, p.40) whe cleaurly saw through the manoeuvre #f Gharias:

*I kuow met what drift the prélates had, whose brokers
they wers ito prepare and snpplaAua gither for a tereiga
iuvasion or domesiic eppresioy: but this I am sure, they took
the ready way to deapeil us both of manhoed and grace at onee,
~upon thet day which God's law, and even our own reason hath
EERBEXR sonsecruied...... at such a tims that mén should be
plucked from their seborest and saddest thoughts, and by

bisheps, the preiended fathers of the church, instigated, by




public adiet, and with earnest esdeaveur pushed Torward
to gaming, jiggisg, wessailing, and mixed danving, iz a
horrsy te thisk.”

48 we soe in the second book of ithe "Reformatiesn™,
Bilion's Puritenism had led him en far encugh earsestly teo
advocate the establishment of the presbyterian form of
chureh govermment {¥ol.Il ».416) "the universal wvotes of
Shrist's cengregation, and fellowly and friendly yeke of
& tesehing end laborisus minisiry™.

In the saue yaar, Hall, Bishep of Herwich, published
his "Humble HRemonsiranee in faveur of Episcepacy” which was
immediately answersd by five Puriten mssk divines in & werk
entitied {from the initials of their n&mﬁsi *Sweglyunuus®™ .
Arvebbishop Yssher undertesk te confute them in his
*apsstolical Imstitution of Upisoopascy”. Hilten here
rg-entared the arems with @« "Treatise on Prelatisal Episcopaeyd
In this “ilden, by quitations frem the early fathers sl the
Churck, endsavers te prove that o bishep wae noihing more
then & president of the eldsrs ( . }
snd bad ne separate and superier jurisdiection over the rest.
Tuis treaties shews us that Hillen was vrogarding presbyleriane

}iﬁm with inereasing favoul.
#ilton's next somtributicn to the controversy was

#ohe Reason of Ohurch Cevermment urgsd against Frelaiy™ sise
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published in 1641 . OCharles I's episcepsl war with the Ssots
{1638 and 1639) had rendered beth the goverament and the
Chureh of England unpopular. ﬁilﬁan; in thig, sz in the
preseding pasmphlet, adwecatss presbyierianies, as baing wmere
@eéﬁiﬁ%&ﬁ% in his epinion, with these populsyr pollitiszal
inetitutions whieh it was hie earnest desire fo ses sstablish-
ed. Im the first book ke showe thet "Prelaly was noi sel
up fer the Preventien of Sehism, as is prefendsd” and stutes
{(Pross II p. #61) “Instesd of findisg Prelaty an impeasher of
sehism or fastien, the mere I search, the meve I ;rew inte
all persuasien to think Sather ihat factien and she, an with
% speuwssl ring, are wﬁﬁéﬁé.%ﬂgﬁﬁkﬁr, never $o be divorced®.
In the prefage of the wecond beck of the Hensen
o¥ Ghureh Govermment f?rﬁ&ﬁ iz o475} he gives his roasoen
tor kaving taken part in the contreversy: “Foer me, I have
éatawaineﬁ 4o play up as the k&&?‘%tﬁ&&ﬁft.&ﬁé sslags of a
- goed old age, if God vouchssafe it we, the hemesi liberiy of
free speech frem my youth, where I shall think it awaila&le
in so dear a concermment ws the chureh’s geed.” lHe gives
very sloguenily the Puritsan‘s views on the axtravagﬁaea, the
sisehiel-naking, and the wu ﬁélaaﬁaaaa ol bishops and shows
that bishops sre not a source of stremgih, bui of weakness

te the monurehy.




His "Animadversions on Bishep Hall's Defence of the
Buable Hemonstrance™ is sritten in the form of a dialogue, in
which Eilieon ridicules his pppovient in the style of the
raligious polemics of that age.

His "ipslogy for Smeelynmuus™, which appeared in 3642,
was writien 4o defend the Puritan cdauvse sagainst Bishep Hall.and
kis son. Ko doubt the fact that Themas Young, his old tuted,
was one of the Puritan divines added weight te Hilten's altack
upen the Eplascepslians. He says (Prase Yol III, p.§5): °®IX
repolved i¢ stand on that side where I sav both the plaim
awthority leading, and the ressen of justics and squity
poersusding.” He ventinues {111 p.98}: ™I Lhought it uy duby.
7 not o myself, yet e the relipgicus cause I had in hand,
not %n'zaaxs on By garment the lesst spot or blemish in gesd
name, s6 long ss Jod should give me to say thet which might
wips it off; lest these disgraces which I ought ia suffsr, if
it ac befall pe, for my weligion, through ny dafﬁai% raligion
ke mads liable %6 suffer for me™ .

Hilton's attitude {up to the completion of his "ipelogy
for Smectysuuus™} dtowards the Church of his day wae that he
w#s an outgpsken Furitan with sireng lesninge towards
Presbyterianism, se being leasl repugsant to the spirit of the

Gespsls and ae offering the readiest means of union with the
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roformed shurghes in Bursps.

I1.  Hilten's attitude towards Freedom of Speech and on

Edueation.

The "aArsepazitiecn; a spesch fer the Liberty of
Unlicensed Printing® was dadicated 4o the Parlisment of
England and published in 1544, Tis design was to eaaviﬁcs the
Presbyterians, who had secured the reins of power and wers
imitating the intolerance for which they had condemned the
bishops, - of the iniguity and impolicy of endeuvsuring the
suppression of spinlons by force. (Prose II p.9%) "Cive me
-the liberiy to know, to utter and %o argus freely according o
conscienge, above all liberties”. This pamphlet, apart from
ite,%¥aasﬁaﬂéan% value as an eleogquent ples for fresdom of
speech ané of the press, is of sepeeial inberest to us for the
purpeses of this thesle, because 1t marks a definite atage in
the development of Milton's religious opinions. It indicates
that Hilten now adhered to that sectien of the Independent
party that had come to regard with disfavour aay erdainsd
minlatry, and had esst off wl) idea of national religiocus
unifornity a.g. (Preose II p.97): "Fe do not see that while we
still affect by all means & rigid external formality, we nmay

as soon fall again inte & gross esafaﬁing{ stupidity , a stark



mnd doad congeninent of *woad and hay und stubnle® férsed
and frezen tegether, whick is were te the sudden degensrating
2f a chureh thun naey subdishbosisniss of petiy schizss”.
Ggais (Prose I1I $.99%): "If they be of thoss whom %sd hath
fittad Tor thw speelal usé of these Limes with ezinenit and
waple gif&s, and those perheps neither among the prissis, wer
among the pharisses, and wo, in the huste of a precipitant
x&a&, shsll weke ne distinetion, bub resclve io siop their
meuthe, betause we fear they come wiih new and dangercus
ﬂgiﬁi@nﬁ, s we gommenly ferejudpe them ere we understand
them; no less than wee to us, while thimking thus to defend
{he fospel , ve are found ibs persseutors’.

Hilten's shert tractate "To Hester ﬁaméﬁi Har$lilb om
Bdusation™ was slse published in 1644, In it Bz luys down
the purposs of sducetion {Frose 13T p.a84) ”?&é aﬁﬁ then of
Yparning is Yo repair the ruins of cur {irst parents by regaine
ing io kunow Ued aripht, @ﬁﬁvaa% of thut kueviedge to leove hinm,
te imitate him, %o he Yike &im, g% ve may the nenrest by
pessessing eur soule of itrus virtue, whish being united 4o the
heavenly grege of Taith, wakes ap the bighest perfestisn”.

4gain {Frose IIY p.467}: ~1 2all thersfors a complete
and gonerous educatien, that which fits a man %o perifers
justly, skillfully and megnenimsusly all ths officss, both

private and public,sf peacs and war®.
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I1TI. ¥ilton's Aitituds tézards Divores®. V\
- \
\

\\
\

Milton himself gives us his purpese in wfiting his
four diveree tractates, which appeared in 1644 and§1645 in his
"8econd Defsnce™ (Prose I p. 259): *I explained ny . sentimants,
not enly concernlng the solemnization of the marrlwga bﬂf\

" the disselutian if circumstances rendered it neca#aary cens \.W
for he in vain mekes & vaunt of liberty in the aen$t5 or in
the forum, whe languishes under the vilest servitude to an
inferier at home™. He pronounces his own apolegy. ﬂor his
Doctrine and Discipline of Diverce (Prose IIT p., 178)~ “For me
as fary ag my part leads me, I have alrsady my greatest gain,
assurance and inward satisfaction to have dana in this nothing
unvorthy of an honest life, and studies well employed”. He
argued theoughout these treatiees that incompatibility of
temper is sufficient ground for a diverce.

The agsembly at Vestminster toek alarm and accused him
befare the Houss of uerés' *put that heuse, whether apprevlng
tha’daatrine or not favouring his aeccusers, did scon dismiss
him®,

| Milton's own commenis upon the reception of his
"Tetoachordon" are given in Sonnst VI (lines 1 - 4)

”ﬂa‘bnek was writ ¢f late called Tetrachordon and woven

close, Eath matter, form and style; The subject new: it walked

the town awhile, numbering good intellects; now seldom pored of
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ard in Seonnet VII:
®% ai4d buﬁ prompt the sge to guit their clegs
By the known rules of an ancient liberiy,
¥hen straight & barbareus noiss environs =me
- 21 owls and aaakeaa,.ass&a, apss, and degs.
‘is vhen those hinds thal wers tranaformed to frogs
Railsd at Latana?s twin-born prageny, |
_ ¥hiegh after held the sun and moon in fee.
But thie lIs get by ecastiug pearl te hogs,
That bawl fer fresdem in their'saﬁaalasﬁ meed;
And still rovolt whem druith weuld set thaem free.
License they mean %haa they ery liberty;
For who loves that, must firet be wise and goed;
But from that mark how far they rove we ses

For a1l this waste of wealth, and loss of bleed®.

The sesffing reception of his Diverse Trastates by the
vuigar and ¥ilten's diserediting by the Presbyterians in
consequence of their publication led Hilion atill larther sway
from sympathy with even the Puritans and mere inte aseord with

" the extremiocts among the Independents.

Ve Hilton's Attitude towards the Polities of His time
(16493559

Hilten had led the literary attack on the bishops as
the advanced gzuard of tyranny; he had been prevoked ic the

assertion of his right of puiting & summary ead te his
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domesiic unhappiness; bui his public ecareer did net faivly
begin 111 after the exeeution sf Charles I Jan. 30th, 1649.
He wow came forward omnce more as the shampion of the Furitaen
saus®. The Puritan triusphk was not unalloged. The edium of
the sxecution wae thruwn by the Fresbyteriams upon the
vighkorious iadapanﬁen%e; sad ¥ilton's "Tenure of Kings and
Hagistrates” was the retert to the cavillers at that Hot “of
highest justice®. In the Second Defence (Prose I p,260) he
s&ysz' “But when al length seme FPresbyierian ministers...
moot tumuliueusly clamsured agsinst ithe sentence ané‘@iﬁ all
in their power io prevent the execution s.es 1 thought that it
became me to oppose such a glaring falseheocd; end accordingly
without any immediate or persomal application %e Charles, I
shewed , in on sbstract sensideration of the guestion, what
might lawfully he donme agniﬁs% tyrants ..., That book 4id not
mske ite appearance uniil after %ké degth of Charles”. Hiltesn
proves in this pamphlet that the tyranmy exercised by Charles
was submewide of the just and lawful liberty of the Knglish
pesple aa& t&at the law alvne nust prevall, bedsmuse a king
. i3 net sbove the law and only holds his positien Sy the will
«f his subjecis.

His disgust at the Presbyterian faction appears in
uis "Gomnet on the New Forces of Cunscience under the Long

Parliament” which was written elther in 1646 or 1647 .
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{11. 13=-20}

“But we de hope o find sut all yvour triske,

Your plots and packing worse than those of Trent;
That so the Parliament

May with their vhelesome and preventive shears

€1ip your phylacteries, though balk your wears,
And sueceour sur just faars;

¥hen they shall read this ¢learly in your chargs,

Hew Prasbyter ieg buit old Priest writ large”.

Huch excitement waz csused by the publication of a work
purperting to have been wrilien by Charles, and antiﬁiaé
*Wikon, Baeilike, or ithe Parﬁrai%mré of bis Seered Hsjesty
in his Soliiudes and Jufferings®. 8a Harch 15th, 1649, the
CGouneil of Siate, alive %o the danger of e reyalist reaction,
hsd appointed Hilten Seeretary for Foreign Tongues. He was
commissioned %e reply %o the "Bikon™ and “opposed ths
Tkonoclast te his Igen. I did net imsult over fallen malesly,
as ic pretended; I only preferred guesen Truth ie king Charles™
{Prose I p. 261).

it the conclusion of nis prefasce to Eikensclastes (Frose
. ¥el.I p.317) Hilten says: "This therefere ve may conclude to
Thﬁ & high honeur done us {rem €Ged, &nd a speeia&_mayk of his
faveur, whenm he hath selected =a the scle remainder, after all

. these changes and commeiicns, te stand upright and steadfast
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in hig cause; dignilfied with the défence of truth amd public
liberty.”

The whele of “"Eikoncelastes” is a vindication of the
Furitan point of view in regarding Charles I, not wa a
‘martyr, but a3 a public malefactoyr who had suffered Justly fer
bis effences. ®The happiness of = natisn consists in true
religion, piety, justice, prudence, tenperance, fortitude,
and the gontempt of avarice and ambitisn. They in whomscever
these virtues dwell sainently, need not kings to make them
kappy, but are the architecis of their owa hsppiness; snd
whelher to themselves or others, are no less than kings.”
{Prose I p.45%)

From the evideace of the "Eikonoclastes” it is eclear
that Hilteon was a republicanm im his pslitiexl opinion and an
Independent as r@garéy his Puritaniem. {Frose, Vol.l page 421)
“Ohristisn 1iberty, purchased with the death of our Redoemer,
and established by the sending of his free ﬁgirii ;1 iah&hi%_
in we, is not now to depend upon the doubiful consent of
any sarikly monuvreh; nor Lo bs again fetiored with a presunpt-
ucus negative woice, tyrannmical to the parliament, but much
more tyrannical to the chureh of Gode

#ilton's next prose work was imposed upen him by order
 @f the Couneil. He was commanded (Jan. 8%h, 15650) "%o prepare

semething in answer to the boek o¢f Salmasius” - the Dafensio
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Regia. Hillton'sm rsjeindsr was the famcus "Defensic pre
Fopule Anglicane™. Living in republisan times aa&

breathing a replublican atmesphere, all ¥iltom's synpathiscs
- were with the pesple. In the "Defensie” Milton ridieules
the arguments of the Professor of Leyden and establishes the
sovereign power of the people v.g. {(Pross ¥ol.I p.179):

"For even in an interregnum the authority of the parliiament
is in being, and (than which nething is more commen in sur
histeries) they have often made a frse chgieﬁ of & éacﬁassnr.
without regard te am hereditary ﬁesaea%; In short the
parliament is the supreme soumcil of ihs.na%ian, gonatituted
and appointed by a moest free peeple, and armed with smple

pover and authority, for this end and purpose; vis. te

consult tegether upon the most welghtly affairs of the kingdas ;

the king was appointed te put their laws in szecution”.
For bils "Defensiv® Milton recoived the thamks of the
Gouncil, Jume 18th, 1651, He had sacrificed his sight in

his devotion to his "neble fask® and had done so delidorate-

1y. "Hy medieal attendants clearly anncunced that if I gid
engage in the work, it {the sight of hise remasining eye) would
be irreparably lost, their premoniiicns caused no hesitatioen
- and inspired no dismay® {Jecond Defence, Frese I p.238)

Bis intrepidity of spirit and Puritanical religlous
ferveur under the afflication are skaéa in Semmet XV {"0n ilise

Blindness”) 9«14 {pub.1652%)
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"God doth noil need
Bither man's work, or his own gifts; who best :
Bear his mild yaké, they serve him best:‘his staﬁ@\
Is kingly; thousands at bis bidding speed,
And post o'er land and scean §itheut resd;
They alsoe ssrva‘mhe only stund and wait®™.
and in Sonmet AVII {To Cyriak Skinmner - Upon lis Blindness)
(Pub. 1655} (v.6-12). . -
®Yet I argue not
,&gainét Hesven's hand or will, nor bate one joi
Or heart or hope; bul still besr up, and stesyr
Right omward. ¥hat supports me, dost thou sek
« The conséisnce, friend, to have lost ﬁkﬁﬁ averpiied
In 1iberiy®s defence, my ﬁabié tagk ,

Of which all Europe rings from side to side®.

When Feter Du Uoulin {afterwards prehendary of
Canterbury} wrote his “Hegii Sauguinis Clamer" (1652) Hiltow
in the Seeond Defence of the English Peéple fa#%aaa& the
authe rship upon Hers, s French minister whe had the cave of
%hﬁ'ﬁﬁkli@&%igﬂ, and relentlesely eaposed the scandals of his
private life. In this pamphlet, ¥ilten is far more vituperate
ive than in any other; but its great interest lies in the
oxposition of his own theughts and the narrative eof his caresr.

Tewards the end he gives skelches of the great Parliamentarisns,
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Gromwell, Flestwoed, Lambert and Falrfax.

In his panegyrie upon Uromwell {Prese II. 290) Hillon
eleogusnily pleads fer fa&iar and more perfeet liberdy:-

"You csnnoi be truly free unless we are free tee; for
auch is the nature of things, that he vhe enirenches on the
liberty of others, is the first fo lose his ocen and become a
slave. .ﬁat if yaﬁ, who have hitherio besn the patronm and
tutelary genius of liberty, if you, whe are oxceeded by ne one
§n justice, in plety, mnd in goodmess, sheuld bereafter iavads
that libverty which you have defended, your conduch must be
fatally operative, not only against the cause of liberiy, but
the genersl imterssis of plety and virtus.”

Again Iiun the éuaclﬁaiﬁa, addressing the people of
Ewglsnd, he shows that the ideal of Puriianiem is at ome with

| perfect political liberty (Prose I p.298)

"Enow that to be free Ss the same thing as &# ba pleus,
to be wise, to be tesperate and just, te be frugal und abstinesnt
and lastly, te be magnanimous and brave™.,

Hilten, although blind, continued to act as Latin
Sesrotary, having as his assistant Andrew Harvell, whom, as
early as February 1653, ke had recommended to Pé&aidenﬁ Bradshaw
He retainad his intersst im publie affairs and unsvalliagly
gtrove to turn the surrendt of peblie feeling !whiuh sed ateaéii&

towards the resteration of ithe Stuaris) with pumphlets.



After the death ef Cliver Cremwell, Sept. 3rd, 1658,
confugion and disorder srese and the populsce clameursd for
the recall of the sxiled Chearles II.

In polities, Hilton, from 1684 onwards had bsegome an
Oliverian. He saw that Oliver Cromwsl) was the only man whe
eould seve England from relapsing inte a momarehy ruled by
the Stuarts. On Cromwell's death, the arsy was the psed
powerful body in Englend, but petiy jealsusies anong the
sfficers made a stable govermuent impossible. Im his panphlet
"On the Ruplures of the Commonwealth® {written im Uct. 16589}
Hilten advised (Prose Vol.II, p.104 and 105) : "Liberty of
conscience to all prefessing Seripture to be the ruls of their
faith and worehip; and the abjurstion of a single pergon.”
Fither the (Long) Parliament was 4o bs restored - with the
pr#viﬁa that "hirelings should be removed from the church -
6r & ecuncil of state which would "grant liberty of eenacience
and the necessary conssquence thereef, the removael of s forced
maintenance from ministers™, sheuld be shosen to carry on
the gevermsent.

General Yoneck declared for a "free® parligsent , Charles
11 signed the Degclaration of Breds, and was restored on Hay
29th 1660. Hven when the Restoratien was inevitable, ZYilten
addresedd his "Ready and Easy ¥ay to Ssiablish a Froe

Commonwealth® to Geners] Honek,. In it he gives & resums of
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the course of e?énts which led io the establishuent of the
Commonwealth, points ocut the manifeld disadvantages of
backsliding into a kingship and recommends a psrpedual
ﬁariiament, which, with the aid of the more perfect wducation
ef the peéple, would eusurs “peace, justice, plentiful trade
end all prosperity®. He soncludes {Prese 11 p.138):

"What I bave spoken, is the languuge of that which is not
called amiss 'The Uood U1d Cause'; if it gosm strange to any,
. it will net seem mere sirange, I hope, than cenvineing to

A backsliders.... Nay, though what I have spoke should happdfic .
to bs the last words of our eapiriag liberiy®,

Thus ¥ilton's attitude toward the polities of hie
times was that of a Puriten, progressive and ressenable, whe
moved cnward from Puritan to Preshyterian, frem ?raahy%ariaa
to Independent, snd in the light of hils political experience
becass a republican apd lust an Oliverian. 4Ae the mainapring
and keynote of his 1ife was liberity, so a&ll his pelitiesl
writings were deveisd to the task of educating public epinion
to appreciate and embrace a larger sud fuller messure of

 1iberty,- religious, domestie, and political.
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CHAPTER IV.

The Period of the Last Poems 1660-1674.

#ilten had never beom & man to engage in easy Iriend.-
ships. Andrew Harvell, his assisiant in the Latin Secreiary-
ship, snd Thomas Bllwesnd, the Quaker, were twe ¢f the mest
intimate., His Hlindness handicspped him in seeisl interesurse.
To the ga%amﬁan e ewed the losns of position, weslih, and,
for & time persounal ssfety. "The mental isclation in which
the great poet lived his 1ife is & remarkaeble feaiure of his
biegraphy. It was not only after ithe Hestarﬁiﬂn thut he
sppesrs lenely and friendlimss; 1% wuo much the same duving the
previcay gﬁ?‘iéé of the Pariiament and the Protectorate” {Haxk
Pattison: Hilton, E.Me of LeS.).

Another sause which had a marked influsnce upen the
fora which his musterpieces sheuld tske was his i-a%ﬁiwutm
superiority io his sontemperaries. WHe knew that “the geed
¢id Cause® of ‘?uﬁt&ﬁim was lost. He saw men whe had beeon
held in high esteem by the Ferlismeniariens deserting to the
winning side of ridbaldey snd reusticn. He regarded himselfl as
the one Puritan who had kept the fulth and econtinued siesdfastk.
Hemos he beld himself sloof iwn preud disdain, asking help or
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His days were passed alwmosi ié solituds, for apari
from bearing Ellweed or his daughters read 4o him, and froem
dictating to an amasnuensisg, ﬁa had ne company. Thus he grew
move and mers intrespssiive.

He had amassed a vast store of Bibliecsl and clasaiesl
1&a§a3a3¢‘ He had fér-maag years held the purpose of producing
an epliec poem, and sven as sarly as 1642 bhis cholce of subject
had inclinmed iawnrﬁs a religious theme. He regarded the
éamgesitiﬁa af thie poom as the consummuation of his highest

ambitions. “"Neither de I thimk it shawe to covenant with anmy

knowing reuder that for soms yeurs yei X'aag go on trust wiih

him toward the payment of what I um wow indebted, as bsing a

work net %e be ralved Prem the heal of youlh oy the vapeurs
of wine.... but by devout praysy to that Eternal Spirit, whe
ééﬂ-&ﬁrich with all utieranes and knowledge, ﬁaﬁ>s&£éAaﬁt kig
seraphbim with the hallowed fixa‘ef his alfar, to zaaa$ and pULs
ify the lips of whonf he plesmses.” {Reason of Church Tovi.
Prose IT p.4B1) .

Professer Raleigh of Oxford {in his work on "Hilton®
Pe91) says: "The atiraciions of the theme of 'Paradise Lest’
to Hilton's mind were twofold. First, it was a sacred subjeet,
which offered an oppertunity of leading poetry back o its

divine allsgiance, and by the grestion of a mew species of apie

_gave a way of escape from ithe danger of fee clese an iniiation

of the ancients. Secondly, in ithe Garden of Bden he might
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~present to an age which was over-rua with a sorrupt r&%igiaa
and governsd by & deeandent ecourd, the pilelure ¢f & religien
without a churek, of 1ife in its primitive simplieisy and of
patriarehal worship without the noisome asserstions of later
ceremonial. T
In "Paradise Lost® "Paradise Regalned™ and "Samson
Agenigtes® %ilteﬁ gives us t&w-sublimaﬁﬁda of hin r&iigians
experience, siated caluly, and intended for ths senselation of
' bis Puritss fellow~sufferers.
| “Paradise Lost™ is the preduction of twe proat movemsatse
Puritanism and the Renaissance., The form and imagery of the
posn ara’aiaasiﬁal, but the thewme and in many instances the
language is the cutcome of ihe xifa-legg ?ﬂligiaés studies of
the poat. ]
_ Beme erities have asserted thel “"Faradise Lost™ is &
'gaiitiaax allegory. Thus Boeberison Bultler inm his book "Hilten
and Puritanisam® {page 100) gives the follewing "interpretation™:
{a) The firet human pair typify the simplicity snd purity
of the sarly Eaglish Protestantism with its uncorrupied
worship and direct communion with Ged fres from
soelesiastical intermsdiates.
{b) Saten and his retuliners inmvading the abode of pesce are
the corrupt agents worklng wisehief im the English church
{e} The underground streas by whish Satan enters Zdem is
Yigurative of ihe secret plots by meansz of whieh ths

cause o7 Fretostantism was being undermined.
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€4} The post, using the %ﬁligh%enimg ageney of the pragss,
likens himself to Uriel coming en a ﬁﬁakﬁam %o zive
netice éf appresching danger.

{e} Hsll typifies the Inguinition, and “ichesl stands
for Gromwell.

(2} The Divine Son represents ihe Heaven-sent power by
which the forces of hell wers to be overthrewn and

the way prepared for a Paradise Regalnad.

As Tar as the poem itaelf goes, ¥ilten gives ne
indieation thal he imtended it ss any other than a religious
 poom "to justify the ways of God to man™. A&t the $ime of the
publization of Paradise Lest {1667), Hilten was sn old man.
He had 1%ittle comfert in his own home, Tor his gwn daughters
vore undutiful wnd umkind, and i% was buil natural that the
poedts thoughis should furn to the consolatione of raligion
for their own sake; and thet his apic is t¢ be ucvepted and |
read with its plain meaning. |

| In the text of Pursdise Lost we meel with nuny oxamples
of ﬁii&a&*s Fﬁritaﬁiaé. Thus kis disgust at the pructices
of the cerrupt Restoration clergy, who had supplanted the movre
devout Puritan ninisters, sppesrs in prosuges reminiscent of

Bis "Lycidas® such as Faradise Lost IV 183 and 193:
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®ag when & prewling welf,
¥hom hunger drives to seek new haunt for prey,
¥atching when shepherds pen their flock at eve
in hurdled cotes amid the field seeurs,
Leaps o'er the fence with eame inmte the fold;
Gr ge & thief bent %6 unheard the cash
¢f some vich ﬁurgh&r, vhoene substantisl doars,
Gt&ﬁsnﬁﬁ??ﬁﬁ and bolted fastd, fear ns ausauld,
In at the window climbe or o'er the t{les;
Se slomb tuls first grand thief inte God*s feld:
S¢ sines inte his ehureh lewd hirelings olimb®.

and in ?&ﬁ'iﬁi%ﬁ Lot X1 5#3*3—5#3#‘

"Holyes shall succesd for teachers, grievous welves,
¥ho all the sacred mysieries «f Heaven |
Po their own wile aﬁ?ﬁﬁ%&gﬁﬁvﬁhﬁil turn
8f lucre and snbitlen, and the truth
¥ith superstitions and ﬁr&&kﬁi&aa taint,
Lefd aﬁzy'in tﬁﬁge»wrﬁﬁ%aﬁ»rags#ﬁa pPure ,
Theugh net but by the Spirit understosd.
Then shall they seek io avail thsmselves of names,
Plaves and fitles, and with these %o join
Secular power: though Teigning 53111 to act
ég spiditual, io themselves appropriating
The apirii of Ged, promised slike and gigan
$§-511.§§1i5v§:s; and from that pretence,
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Spiritual lawe by ecarmal pewer shsll forse
{n every senssience: laws whieck nons shall find
Left theus enrelled, or what the Spirit withia
$hall on the hesart engrave. That will they thes
But ferce the Spirit of grace iiaell, aznd bind
His eonsort Liberty? V¥hat, bub unbuild
His living temples, bulltl by faith to stand,
Thelir own falth not ansiherts: for on sarth
¥ho against faith and conseience van be heard
Infallible? Yot many will prosume
¥henes Beavy persecuiisn shall arisze
_ On a1l whe in the werehip persevers
 '@f Bpirit and Trulb; the rest, fsr grester pari,
Religion satisfied: Truth shall retirve
Bs stuck wiih slaudercvua darts and works of faith
Rarely be found. 8o ghall the world go om
Te good malignant, to bad men benign,
Under her pwn weight groaning $131 the day
Appany of respiration o the just

And veangeance to dthe wicked,®

The Puritans, fellewing the teachings of Calwin,
held strengly the docirine of Predestisation. It is ¢f interest
in-%éﬁaiag Filten's religlous pregress t¢ notice that inm the

“Paradise Lost™ as alse in his last treatise "Pe Ghristina



-8

Dectrina® he rejecis i&a &@ﬂ%xiﬁé sntively ; B.8s Folis Boek 11X
11231252
“thﬁy therefors as te righi beleuped,
8o wers created: mer oan jgs%ig [/gcuss
Their Meker, or their meking, of their fate,
Ay if predestinstien svereruled

Their »ill, dinposed by ubseluts desres

Oy high forsknewledge: they theneslvesn decresd
Thaly oen vevolt, net I; if I ferskhuew,

Porexnswleodge had mo influence on thelr fauld,
Bo withouwt least impulss or shadow ef fats,
'3z,augh% by me ismuitably foregosn,

They trespase; asthers t§ themselvee in all
Both what they judge and vhat they choose; for se
i formed thes Tvew, and fres Lthey must remain,

Ti1l they snthral theabelves .

and slse Paradise Losk Book V. 524-534,
God mede thee perfeet, nol imuuisble;
&nd good bs made thee, but tv persevars

He left 4t in thy power, ordained thy will

By nature fren, nedt over-ruled by fale
Inoxtricabde, or sirict nsesasity; |
Sur veluntary service he reguires,

Rot our negessitated, suck with him

Finds no accepiance, nor can find, fer hew



fan hearts net {res, be tricd whether they serve
¥illing or no, who will but what they nust

By destiny, and een no other choose?®

Hilton, though he 4id ®bate no jot of heart or hope”,
could not avéié-?aaling discouraged at $he destrustionm of €1l
for which he, above the majority of his fellow Puritans, bad
lsboursd so hard anzd 2o long. e he grew %o realise how

completely the “good old Cause™ was lost he says P.be IX S«i0

“I now must change
Thess notes o tragie; feul distrust and breach
Digloyal on the part of man, revsli
And disohediense; on the part of Heaven
How alienated, distance sud distaste,

éngsr and just rehuke®™.

The sturdy independence which had been & marksd
characteristic of Hilton all his 1ife remeined to support him
in the peglect und peverty of his later years. He would net
stoep te curry favour with those in pewer and his spinien of

the pemp and circumstance of courts ie shown in Fol. Y. 353-357:

*in hinmsoelf was all his stale,
lore solsmn than the tedious pomp that waiis
fn princes, vhen thelr rich retinue leng

Of berses led, and groems besmesrsd with geld
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*Dagslies tke erswd and sets them all agapa®.

There is 1iitle deubt that ¥ilten regarded %hé
ﬁaa%araﬁﬁaa as Tatal s British libersy, and bocans mors and
o re alienated frem all who supperted Charles I1I, Hence Ltheve
i#ﬁa particular application of FPub, ZIT B3-101:

| *Yot know withal
Bince thy original lapme, true Liberty
Is lost, which always with vight Aeason é@a&iuj

Twinned and from her hath ne dividual being;

lmmediately insedinate desires

&nd upstart pussicns cauieh the peverment

Prom Reasen, and to servitude reduce

Haw, 111 then free. Therefors since hs permits
Fithin himaaif unwo riky powers to reign

Over free rsasen, Cod in judgment just
Subjects him Trom without to vislent lordse;

Who oft as undeservedly imﬁhrai

His cutwsrd freedonm. ?yrémny must be,

Though to the tyrant thersby no excuss.

Tet gometimes natious will dacline so low
From wirtue, which is reason, that no wreng
Bul justice and some fatal sarsa'aaaaxyﬁ,‘
Deprives them of kﬁait»auﬁﬁﬁrﬁilihsr%y,

Their imward lost”,
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In 1671 were published togsther the " Paradinse ﬁégsiaaﬁ*
and the “Samsop &gaais%$35, in them Hilion seens to place
before the Furitans s ai%arnaﬁiv&a, elther the vigtory of
patienee and pelfi-rspressica,or the dviumph of rovengs. SHut by
his own 1ife ke shows that his ownm eh@ia& is the Divise overe
goming of avil by gosd. In beth poems, Yilion shows plaimly
that his convielions, beth religious and politienl, vesmailn
constant o the ldeal of bis eariisr manbood. Thus is P.R. II

466-4751

#Yot he whe reigas within himeell, and rules
Passions, desires and fears, is more g kiag:
. $hich avery wige and virtwvous men sbtaing;
But te gulde nationg in the way of truth
| By saviog deciriwe, and frem error lead

Te know, and knowing worship fed sright”

4% the sane time, he is fully conscieus ihat his laboure

heve been in wvain and that he is {H.4. 68-82):

#8lind smong enemies, © worse than chaing,
Dungeon, or beggury or decrepiit sge?l

Light the prime wovk of God is extinet
ind s11 her varisus sbjects of delight

Appulled, whick night in pard my grisfi have eaged.



*Tafericor 4o the wilest nov b2oome

&f man or worm} the vilest hers exeel =g,

They cysep, vet see. I dark im light, expossd
' Yo daily fraud, sentespt, abuse and wrong.

¥ithin deors, or withewt, still ms a foel

In power of others, never in my o%n;

G dark, dark, dark, smid the blaze of neon.

Irrecoverably dark, totsl eclipse

Without all hope of dayt"

In addition %o blindmess the decrepitude of old ege

wag goming upon the »ld Puriten {B5.4. $92-598):

*Hor th* sther light of 1ife continue leng

L
But yield %o double durkness, nigh at hand: j
Go muek I feel ny genial spirits droop, ;

In a3l her funebiosns weary of herself

By raee of glery run and ra¢s of shame,

4nd I shall shortly e with them at rest”.

Hilten, too, had been made avere of the fines and

punighments inflicted upon the living Puritans (S.a. 687-6958):

*Hor only dost degrage them or remit

To 1ife sbscured, vhigh was & falr dismissien

But throwest them 1éwag than thou didst exali them kigh.




P

oo veas Oft loavest them o the hoetile sword
snesse UPF to unjuet tribumals under charge of times

And eondemnatisn of he aagrateful nmultitude.”

‘ﬁhis~mﬁlti%aé§ he deseribes with bitter scorn {im F.H. III
50=57) ast

*3 mimsellansous pabble, whs extol

Thinge vulger, and well weighed, scarce webih the pralise

They praise and they sdmire they kmow not what

4nd knew not whom, but as one leads the other;

And ehat delight t» boe by suck extelled

0f whenm to be dispraised werve no small praise

His lot whe dares be singularly gooed®,

The fury of the ﬁ@yé&iﬁ%ﬁ was sven direcied agsiset
4he bedisg of the deand regicides, Srowwell, Irston, olc. who werd
{Behe 103-108):

¥suried, yot not exeupt

By privilege of death sud burisl

From worst of other evils, pains znd wrongs.”

Thus Hilton, consgious of the frastra%iaa of all his
hopes that he was geing to leave Zngland is ths enjoyment of
religious and political freedom, and speaking {rem his sun

bitter experience asys {S.4. 26B8.276):
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"But what mere of4 ia anstions grown sorruptd
and by their viees brought to servituds,
Than to love bondage more than libeviy;
and to despiss or snvy or suspact
Fhonm od hath of his specisl favour gaissed
As thueir deliverer; if he aught begin,
Hew f{reaguent 4o éﬁﬁe?ﬁ him and &t last

To heap ingratitude on werthiest deede® .
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SHAPTER V.

The Sonclugien.

From sll the evidence waieh we bhave besn able %o
nssemble, John Milien was born of Furlian parents and passed
hie sarly vears uvader Puriianical iafluences. By yirdue of
‘hig university training, bis seund conmon senss and the
brogdening inflvence of his coniluental travels, he escaped
$he dangey of becoming and remaining narrow and fanatical.
Kis religzious mund political experiences, combimed with his

own assiducus studiesm, led to his continuvus menial developnment.

Hence we find his advancing frem Puritan io Presbyterian, from

. Presbyterian 3o Independent in religiecus opimiens. Iz polities,

he was at firet indifferent Royelist, than, under the pragsure
of times, be ka@#ﬁ& a8 republican, and at lsst develeped inte
an Gliverian. |

His vwithdrawal from politisal activity and hie
blindness left his convictions unehanged. As he had labored
for Larger and fuller eivil and relipgious fresdem in hie youth
znd prime, so liberty im ite truest sense remained the watvhword
and wain interest ef his old age.

Thus Jehn Eilten was the highest type of Furitan, and
his works embody aii that is noblest, and bencs all that has

Wesn permanent, in the movemsal.
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