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Abstract

In this thesis an attempt is made to test two di-
vergent theoretical frameworks in sociology. The problem
under analysis is the development of a Canadian student
movement. From the works of Karl Marx it was postulated
that the higher the class consciousness the more success-
ful the movement will be. From Ralf Dahrendorf the con-
verse was postulated, the lower the class consciousness '
the more successful the movement.

While reviewing certain documents which were con-
sidered as data, the author discovered that intervening be-
tween class consciousness and success, were a range of pro-
posed tactics or type of action. It was postulated that
if one was to follow the theory of Marx, it would logi-
cally follow that action programs directed toward the com-
munity at large, will have the result of leading the move-
ment to a more successful attainment of its ends or goals.

The hypotheses were tested empirically by content
analyzing student newspapers taken from a stratified prob-
ability sample of Canadian universities.

The results of the research were inconclusive.  As a
consequence the researcher was unable to state confidently
which of the two theoretical perspectives, if either, were
more correct. The weight of the evidence, however, gave
credence to the Marxian hypothesis.

"The most significant result of the study was the de-
velopment of a model of political co-optation.This model lay
beyond the scope of the original research. The theoretical
implications of this finding for social movements suggest
areas in which further research is necessary.
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Introduction

When a complete history of the twentieth century has
been written, this period in all probability will be seen as
one in which revolution affected most parts of the world.

As we go into the period of the ‘'seventies, there are few so-
cieties which have not felt the rising demands and increased
dissatisfactions of various groups, both large and small,
organized and disorganized, militant and peaceful, young

and old. This thesis will deal with the development of a
potential revo]utionéry movement among students on Canadian
campuses. The major emphasis will not be an attempt at un-
derstanding why these movements have developed and which
types of students are involved, as social science literature
has dealt at length with this (Brown, 1967; Flacks, 1967;
Flacks, 1970; Glazer, 1968; Kenniston, 1967; Lipset and Wo-
“Tin, 1965; Nasatir, 1968; Sampson, 1967; Scott and El-Assal,
1969; Westby and Braungart, 1966; Weinberg and Walker, 1967:).
The problem will be to determine scientifically how such
movements develop and which factors are crucial to their
success.

The attempt to come to a fuller understanding of the
student movement will, by necessity, entail the development
of a theoretical framework capable of adequately explaining
the relationship between students, and their educational in-
stitutions. However, it is the opinion of the author that
recent Titerature on conflict has fallen short. Most of
the basic theoretical frameworks seem to deal with preserv-
ing the social structure and analyzing how conflict can be
utilized by the established system to achieve an eventual |
return to the previous order.

This orientation of contemporary conflict theory is
understandable in light of the historical intellectual roots
of the discipline. Contemporary sociology, although going
- far back into history, evolved mainly through the response
of European intellectuals to a decaying social order during
the French and Industrial revolutions. Except for Karl
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Marx, the most dominant intellectual problem among social
philosophers of the time (Comte, 1877; Durkheim, 1938, 1951;
Gerth and Mills, 1946) was a concern with understanding the
conditions which maintained the prevailing "bourgeois" soci-
ety. Ignored was the opportunity fu]]y'to comprehend the
social creativity of a revolutionary period. In fact, Bott-
more recently stated that:

it is curious, when one reflects upon the tre-
mendous effects which revolutions have had upon
human organization, that no sociologist since
Marx has thought it worthwhile either to ana-"
~lyze revolutionary movements or to attempt a
‘comparative study of revolutions (Bottmore,
1962:25).

Revolution may be defined as a type of social change
which occurs when the objective conditions of a social sys-
tem become unbearable, and the consciousness of the oppressed
is at a high enough Tevel to perceijve the situation realist-
jcally and to be able to engage in coherent collective activ-
ity. Objective conditions are the external, observable, phys-.
jcal conditions based on man's position within the economic
system of production.
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Chapter 1

Hypotheses and Rationale

Review of the Literature

Ralf Dahrendorf considered conflict to be ubiquitous.
His view of social Tife was in terms of a "dialectic" be-
tween an "integration theory of society, [which] conceives
of social structure in terms of a functionally integrated
system held in equilibrium by certain patterned and recur-
rent processes" (Dahrendorf, 1959:159) and a

coercion theory of society, [which] views so-

~cial structure as a form or organization held

together by force and constraint and reaching

continuously beyond itself in the sense of pro-

ducing within itself forces that maintain it in

?nggnending process of change (Dahrendorf, 1959:
59).

Dahrendorf felt that society must be Tooked at in terms of
the various elements of both models for "what appears as a
consensus of values on the basis of the integration theory
can be regarded as a conflict of interest in terms of the
coercion theory" (Dahrendorf, 1959:163). Through the use ’
of the integration theory, society can be looked at in terms
of "voluntary associations of people who share certain val-
ues and set up dinstitutions in order to ensure the smooth
functioning of cooperation" (Dahrendorf, 1959:165). Society
thus coheres through varicus degrees of stabi]ity, integra-
tion, function, and consensus. Through the use of the co-
ercion theory, coherence may be based on the enforced con-
‘straint of subordinates by superordinates. In this case,
various degrees of conflict, change, disintegration, and co-
ercion may help to hold society together. To determine the
existence of conflict groups, it is, therefore, necessary
to draw upon the theory which recognizes such groups, the
coercion theory of society.
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Dahrendorf pointed out that, within an organization
in which coherence is based upon an enforced constraint, a
"differential distribution of authority invariably becomes
the determining factor of systematic social conflicts"
(Dahrendorf, 1959:165). Furthermore, this differential
distribution of "authority is a universal element of social
structure" (Dahrendorf, 1959:168). Therefore;‘conf1ict is
omnipresent. ”

The distribution of authority results in the formation
of two conflict groups: ~a dominating group "characterized
by an interest in the maintenance of the social structure
that for them conveys authority" (Dahrendorf, 1959:176), and
a dominated group whose interest in "in changing a social
condition that deprives its incumbents of authority" (Dahren-
dorf, 1959:176). Dahrendorf defines authority as “the prob-
. ability that a command with a given specific content will be
obeyed by a given group of persons" (Dahrendorf, 1959:166).

Dahrendorf's basic thesis is that "the distribution
of authority in associations is the ultimate 'cause' of the
formation of conflict groups" (Dahrendorf, 1959:172). He
sees social change in terms of a redistribution of authority,
a cyclical process, where authority changes hands, resulting
in the formerly ru]edvbecoming the incumbents of authority.

Dahrendorf then attempts to further develop a theoret-
ical model of social conflict and social chénge. To under-
stand this theory completely, it is necessary to adhere rig-
id]y to his definitions of social phenomena, A "quasi group
shall mean any collectivity of individuals sharing position
with identical latent interests without having organized
themselves as such" (Dahrendorf, 1959:237). "An interest
group shall mean any organized collectivity of individuals
sharing manifest interests [defined as] prientations of be-

havior which are articulate and conscious to individuals"
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(Dahrendorf, 1959:238). Dahrendorf defined a social class
as "unorganized [quasi group] or organized [interest group]
collectivities of individuals as share manifest or latent
interests arising from and related to the authority struct-
ure [within organizations]" (Dahrendorf, 1959:238). "Class
conflict is defined as any antagonistic relationship between
organized collectivities of individuals ... that arise from
and are related to the authority structure [within] associ-
ations" (Dahrendorf, 1959:238). According to Dahrendorf,
structure change is any change involving the incumbents of
positions of domination to that of positions of subjection.
The “significance of consequences and ramifications" (Dah-
rendorf, 1959:237) of such structure change shall be under-
stood as the degree of radicalness of such change.

Dahrendorf pointed out that a variety of conditions
of organization could prevent the articulation of latent in-
terests within interest groups. In other words, the more
organized classes are with respect to "technical conditions
[personnel, charter], political conditions [freedom of coali-
tion] social conditions [communication and patterned recruit-
ment]" (Dahrendorf, 1959:239), the lower the intensity of
class conflict. 1In Dahrendorf's words "the intensity of class
conflict decreases to the extent that the conditions of class
organization are present" (Dahrendorf, 1959:239). Intensity
refers to "the energy expenditure and degree of involvement

of conflicting parties" (Dahrendorf, 1959:211).

' ‘With respect to the radicalness or significance of
"structure change, Dahrendorf indicated that the more intense
(the more energy expended and the degree of involvement of
the conflicting parties) the class conflict, the more radi-
cal or significant the structure change. Conversely, the
Tess intense the class conflict, the Tess radical the struc-
‘ture change. ' | o
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One would conclude that when conditions of class organ-
ization are more prevelant, the less radical the change in
the structure of positions of domination and subjection.

- . Conversely, when the conditions of class organization are

less present, the more radical the change in the structure
-of positions of domination and subjection.

Horton has described order theories as having in com-
mon "an image of society as a system of action unified at
the most general level by shared culture, by agreement on
values [or at least on modes] of communication and politi-
cal organization" (Horton, 1966:703). He emphasized that
those individuals who had an interest in maintaining the
present system "employ[ed] order models of society and e-
quat[eddeviation with non-conformity to institutionalized
norms" (Horton, 1966:703). Furthermore, those theorists who
concerned themselves with institutionalized conflict or com=-
petition for similar goals within the same system were not
conflict theorists, but were simply providing a variation
of "conservative order theory". The "paradigm of the order
theorist answers the question of how to solve the ... [prob-
lem of the distribution of authority] ... without changing
the basic economic and political institutions" (Horton, 1966:
712).

Opposing this was Horton's notion of a conflict per-
spective, where society is viewed as a “strUgg]e between
groups with opposed aims and perspective" (Horton, 1966:705) ,
A conflict theorist, he suggests, would be Ted to "questionw
the legitimacy of existing practices and values and would
interpret order analysis as the strategy of a ruling group,

a reification of their values and motivations, a rationaliza-
tion for more social control" (Horton, 1966:704).

Horton would analyze the "conflict" perspective of
Dahrendorf as a variation of "conservative order theory".
Dahrendorf does not address himself to basic economic and -
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political changes. He is concerned with the problem of the
distribution of authority as a valued but scarce resource.
Although he has considered the omnipresence of conflict, he
has failed to consider the objective historical conditions

of groups in the struggle. On the basis of Horton's evalua-
~tions, Dahrendorf's paradigm must be classified as "the
strategy of a ruling group, a reification of their values

and motivations, a rationalization for more social control"
(Horton, 1966:705).

Since the purpose of this thesis is to determine cru-
cial factors affecting the success of a social movement, it
is suggested that an understanding of the nature of the so-
ciety in which such.a movement develops is an essential pre-
requisite. In other words, an analysis of the objective,
historical conditions of groups both directly and indirectly
involved in the struggle is of vital importance. As Marx
pointed out, "men make their own history, but they do not
make it under circumstances chosen by themselves, but under
circumstances directly encountered, given, and transmitted
from the past" (Marx, 1959:320). It is proposed that the
theory of "historical materialism" may be used to come to a
more complete understanding of these conditions. "Histori-
cal materialism" mqy be defined as a science which deals
with the re]ationéhip between the material existence of man,
his position within the economic system of production, and
man's non-material existence or his awareness as it con-
cerns his societal position'{Bukharin, 1969; Podosetnik
and Spirkin, no date). |
, With "historical materialism" comes the method of anal-

sis known as Marxian dialectics. The basic tenets of dialec-
tics hold that there is continual conflict in or between so-
cieties of opposing tendencies due to internal contradictions
which are inherent in all things. Marx expounded the view
that the historical and social conditions of men were deter-
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mined by their relationship to the means of production. On
this basis, conflict may be considered inherent and ongoing
between those who own and/or control societal institutions
(the bourgeoisie or capitalist class and its adherents) and
those who come under the domination of such institutions

(the proletariat or working class). In other words, the
bourgeoisie may be defined as the owners and/or controllers
of institutions which produce various material or non-mater-
ial goods, and the owners of land from which profits are pro--
cured. They are also known as capitalists. The proletariat
may be defined as those who earn a wage by producing various
material or non-material goods within those institutions
owned or controlled by the bourgeoisie. Marx held "that from
the interaction of opposing activities [conflict between the
‘bourgeoisie and the proletariat] a new order emerges, [a syn-
thesis] which contains forces within it that will eventually
come into opposition and the process is continued" (Tucker,
1969:90). For the Marxist, society is in a process of con-
tinual movement and change, conflict being inherent in all
relationships, and the development from lower to higher takes
place not as a harmonious unfolding of phenomena but as a
disclosure of the contradictions within society. '

The foundation of society is, thus, based on the rela-
tions which men have to the means of material production. As
a result, the structure of capitalist society, by necessity,
entails the existence of a bourgeois class, owners and/or man-
agers of the instruments of production, and a working, or
proletariat class, who are objectively compelied to support
the owner/managers through the sale of proletarian Tabour
power. (Means of production are defined as factories or
institutions within capitalist society which support that so-
ciety through the production of material [clothing,:applianc-
es, automobiles] or non-material [education, personal servic-
es, ideas] commodities.) In return, the worker realijzes
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subsistence, or more recently, slightly higher wages, while
the owner/managers realize profits, also known as the "sur-
~plus value" of labour. At an early stage in the development
of material production and the increase of the'pbwer of man
. over nature, more Teisure time may be provided which affords
man the opportunity to develop intellectually through various
cultural pursuits such as education, music, art and drama.
As Marx pointed out, "it is not the consciousness of men
which determine their being, but, on the contrary, their
social being that determines their consciousness" (Marx,
1904:11-12).

As the intellectual side of man develops, both the
worker and the owner/manager become more aware of their ob-
Jective and subjective interests. The objective class in- V
terest of the bourgeoisie is a concern with maximizing pro-
fits and production. The proletariat are objectively con-
cerned with maximizing wages and improving working conditions.
(Objective interests, are the material interests of man as
they are affected by the physical conditions of existence.
Subjective interests refer to the class interests of man,
based on his physical conditions of existence.) Subjective-
1y, workers who have achieved a higher Tevel of conscious-
ness may recognize that they are, or should be, in a strug-
gle for control of the means of production and the establish-
ment of a worker oriented society where ownership and con-
trol of the factories is transferred to the proletariat as
a class. On the other hand, the owner/managers are much con-
cerned with maintaining the status quo and must to some ex-
tent comply with the material demands of the workers. As
the material conditions change, the intellectual side of
man develops. Marx, however, indicated that:

no social order ever disappears before all the
productive forces for which there is room in
it have developed; and new higher relations of
production never appear before the material
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conditions of their existence have matured
in the womb of the old soc1ety itself (Marx,
1904:11-12).

Throughout the discussion of Marx, continual refer-
ence was made to the structure of capitalist society, as
largely a two class system: workers and owner/managers.

(The existence of the middle classes is recognized; how-
ever, they will not be dealt with here.) If Marx is to be
given serious consideration, it is essential to draw a par-
allel between the conditions of students and those of work-
ers before his theory can be admitted as a valid and rele-
vant approach.

In following the outline of Marxist theory as devel-
oped above, it would now be appropriate to discuss the ob-
jective reality of the position of students within the uni-
versity, and their awareness of that position. 1In so doing,
the author hopes to establish the fact that, although stu-

" dents do not occupy a strictly proletariat class position, a
parallel class analysis is possible between students and the
working class. It is also hoped that a more complete under-
standing of the nature of society in which both students and
traditional workers exist can be used to determine which -
factors are crucial to the success of the student movement.
(A student movement may be defined as a collectivity of stu-
dents who are engaged in organized political activity which
is oriented towards realizing a range of changes.)

In a recent article by Bottomore (1968), the similarity
between student consciousness and class consciousness was
discussed. Bottomore contended that students were not work-
ers in the strict sense, but that they could be regarded as
having inherited a similar social role to that of the working
class. As a result, it was Bottomore's opinion that one of
the essential ingredients which could lead the student move-
ment into becoming a viable force, was an alliance with the
proletariat as well as other underprivileged groups in the



(11)

community. In other words, the potential for revolution
among the student movement lay in linking up both universi-
ty and community issues as having a similar root cause, thus
leading to a united attion.

Davidson (1969) outlined what he considered to be one
of the most important factors that any student movement should
keep in mind. The fact that "the university is intimately ‘
bound up with society in general" (Davidson, 1969:12), should
indicate to the members of the movement, that they "cannot
liberate the university without radically changing the rest
of society" (Davidson, 1969:12). "Any attempt to build a
student movement based on ‘on campUs' issues only is inher-
ently conservative and ultimately reactionary. Every attempt
should be made to connect campus issues with off campus ques -
tions" (Davidson, 1969:12).

Davidson saw students, in one sense, as workers to be
vis a vis the traditional working class. He believed that
a prime purpose of the student movement should be to develop
a radical consciousness among those students. In their role
as the new working class, it was hoped that students would
‘come to organize themselves along with the traditional work-
ing class around the issues of participatory democracy and
worker control.

Gray (1965), in a report to the Fall Training Insti-
tute of the Students Union for Peace Action, placed the con-
dition of students in a Canadian context. "The lives of the
Kingston poor, the Doukhabors, and university students are
all linked and the freedom of each depends on creating a
free society" (Gray, 1965:4). He went on to discuss the so-
cial nature of the liberating brocess and concluded that
freedom from oppression among the oppressed could not take
'place until all obtained this freedom togethef.. Students
‘were a particular societal force which had to be organized
because they were the "catalysts of agents of social change
outside the university" (Gray, 1965:6).
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Mandel (1969) believed tha% an understanding of the
nature of the society in which one is living is an essen-
tial prerequisite before a revolution can be successful.
Mandel was, thus, calling for a complete and thorough his-
torical analysis of the capitalist system. Mandel went on
to discuss the structure of the "bourgeois university" as a
"reflection of the general hierarchical structure of bour-
geois society" (Mandel, 1969:6). Both society and the role
of the university in that society become unacceptable to
those students who are able to achieve even an elementary
level of social consciousness. Mandel's most essential
warning to members of the student movement is that:

you cannot change a small sector of boungeois -
society, in this case the bourgeois universi-
ty, and think that social problems can be
solved within that small segment so long as
the problem of changing society as a whole has
not been solved ... as long as capitalism ex-
ists there will be alienated Tlabour, alienated
manual labour, and inevitably alienated intel-
lectual Tabour and thereby alienated students
(Mandel, 1969:9)

_ Putnam saw the university as an ideological and tech-
~nical moulding ground for students "to serve the interests
[the production of skilled workers who can contribute posi-
'tively‘to the development of the bourgeois social system] of
the‘ru1ing.c1ass thereby aiding in the oppression of the peo- |
ple" (Putnam, 1969:318). He went on to state that "social |
change made by the oppressed in their own interest has to
aim at building a mass radical movement based on the working
class” (Putnam, 1969:323). The role of the student movement
in this struggle should be to establish an alliance between
working people and students. Students should: o

see their own present and future oppression
as linked to the oppression of working peo-
ple, of black people, of Vietnamese people,
of people all over the world, and that will!
"help students ‘to retain these attitudes of
solidarity with oppressed people even after
they cease to be students (Putnam, 1969:324).

It is the opinion of the author that both students and °

‘.
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the working class can be looked upon as oppressed groups

~ within society, based on their relation to the institutions
in which they work. The oppressed may be defined as all
individuals and groups in society whose only possession is
their ability to produce both material and non-material com-
modities which they attempt to exchange for certain rewards
from those individuals who own and/or control factories or
institutions in which such labour may be utilized. For ex-
amp1e,'members of the traditional working class receive a
wage for the production of various material commodities.
Students receive grades, scholarships, and degrees for pro-
ducing examinations, papers, and theses. Students and work-
‘ers also share similar conditions in that they are alienated
and manipulated. (The position of faculty members is an am-
biguous one and will not be dealt with here.)

In the factory, the worker is alienated from other
workers over the necessity to compete for higher wages, pro-.
motions, and easier jobs. Workers are further alienated
from the products of their Tabour in that what they create
does not belong to them. Students are alienated from each
other. over the institutionalized necessity of competition
for grades. Competition, rather than co-operation, thus be-
. comes the rule which may prevent students from developing a
consciousness of their class position. They are further a-
lTienated from the pieces of work which they produce, in that

~ they have very little control over their use. Although at

one level the work which students produce may represent know-
ledge gained, at another level of analysis the requirement '
for graded intellectual production may facilitate their en-
tering various levels of employment within the social system.
Manipulation within the factory is exemplified by such
tactics on the part of the owner/managers as selling shares
in the company, development of worker-management athletic
teams, creation of credit unions, inter-office parties, and
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the possibility of an invitation to certain good (i.e., hard-
~ working and non-critical) workers to join management. It is
difficult to challenge an organization which one perceives'
as a quasi-primary group, particularly if certain vested
financial interests are involved.

Within the university, manipulation can be seen in
terms of a co-opting effort by the governing structure to
involve certain students in university decision-making.

They are led to believe that they now have power, in a par-
ticipatory democratic manner, whevreby they can have an ef-
fect upon the decisions which concern them. In reality, how-
ever, they are powerless to effect any changes concerning
their interests as a group, because that would entail a com- -
plete restructuring of the university. '

The evaluation of students through determining exam-
“ination and assignment grades is a further manipulative de-
vice. Intellectual debate in the search for truth is im-
plicitly denied, because the student is constantly attempt-
ing to please.

Similar to the traditional factory, the university
manipulates students with the hope of preventing the devel-
opment of student consciousness. Such development could
lead to a conflict situation which might possibly threaten
the institution. Just as the traditional worker is manipu-
lated and sees no difference between himself and his company,
students by the same process, are prevented from transform-
ing their position from a "class in itself" to a "class for
itself". The author would conclude, therefore, that a valid
parallel does exist between the working class and students,
and that a Marxist approach could be used in developing the
hypotheses. | -
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Theoretical Framework

It would now seem that a most crucial factor which
could Tead a movement on to success is the development of
class consciousness among its members. Class consciousness
may be defined theoretically as a level of awareness on the
part of students that they occupy a similar observable posi-
tion in society and have similar interests, needs, desires,
and requirements to those of other groups outside the univer- .
sity, with respect to the distribution of power (Lenin, 1968§
Mills, 1962; Olson, 1970; Bottomore and Reubel, 1966). The-
oretically, success may be defined as the degree to which
the ends or goals of the movement were achieved. Marx be-
lieved that the development of class conSciousness, or the
transformation of the oppressed from a "class in itself" to
a "class for itself", was an essential step toward achiev-
ing a structural change of society. Mills stated that a
"class in itself referred to the objective fact of the class
as an aggregate defined by its position in the economy"
(Mills, 1962:87). - Individuals in this class situation,
however, are never organized for conflict, primarily because

‘their social and materia]féXﬁstence[is so uncertain that they
| do not have the time, energy, or motivation to seek out and
band together with others in their situation.

"A class for itself refers to members of this class
when they have become aware of their identity as a class,
aware of their common situation and their role in preserving
or changing capitalist society." (Mills, 1962:87). A "class
for itself" is an antagonistic power organized for conflict.
Thus, the transformation of both workers and students to a
class mobilized for conflict requires the development of a
consciousness of their class position. Marx believed that
this transformation would take place because the interests
of the proletariat and the bourgeoisie are in irrem diable
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conflict, their members will eventually become aware of
their own interests, and they will organize themselves in
pursuit of their objective goals as a class.

As stated earlier, a parallel can be seen between the
~condition of students and that of the traditional working
class. At this point, it is most crucial that the author's
position concerning students be fully understood. By making
reference to the development of class consciousness among
students, it is not meant that students are a separate class.
"Students are not a class, but a temporary occupation: they
~are apprentice intellectual workers who no sooner become
. conscious of themselves as a community than they tend to be
dispersed and hence neutralized (Cockburn and Blackburn,
1969:35-36). Although the class background (largely middle
class) and eventual occupational destination (largely un-
known) of students are of some consequence in determining
present class identification, of crucial importance is the
present student situation. As discussed above, students are
alienated and manipulated in a similar way to that of tra-
ditional workers. The important factor is where students,
in their student situation, identify their interests and
take action. Many student leaders think that the conditions
of students will only improve through collective struggle
together with the classical revolutionary class, the prole-
tariat. The notion of a liberated campus is an "infantile
disorder" while oppressive conditions exist generally in so-
ciety as a whole. For stu&éhts to have class consciousness
~means that they are consciously aware of their position with-
in the university, they realize the similarities between the
situation of all oppressed people, and they see collective
action as an essential step toward liberating society and
its institutions. |

Today, in North America, the existence of class con-
sciousness -among students seems to be severely lacking.
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What seems to be the case is an identification on the part
of students with the values, aspirations, and desires of
those in control of the university: the administration,
senate, and board of governors. Students, almost willingly,
submit to various forms of oppression with the hope that
such submission may lead to individual successes in the
outside world. 1In this case a type of class consciousness
does exist. Marx would refer to the phenomena as "false
class consciousness", which could be defined as a percep-
tion of class interest in an area where these interests will
have limited opportunity to be realized. (One only need |
point out the massive unemployment and underemployment a-
mong uhiversity graduates to emphasize the fact that there
is a wide disparity between the values, aspirations, and
desires which students have been taught, and reality. Marx
pointed out that "a class which has the means of material
production at its disposal, has control at the same time ov-
er the means of mental production, so that in consequence the
ideas of those who lack the means of mental production are, |
in general, subject to it ... consequently their [the owners
and/or controllers of the means of production] ideas are the
ruling ideas of the age" (Bottomore, 1956:78-79). It would
follow from this that the class consciousness of both stud-
“ents and the proletariat may become determined by society's
economic base, in this case capitalism. As the ideas of the
ruling class are the dominant ideology (law, order, competi-
tiveness, individualism, and success), those who are not in
the ruling class, but who accept its norms and standards, are
exhibiting false class consciousness. It can, therefore, be
‘concluded that an identification among students, while in.a
student situation, with classes other than the traditional
‘proletariat, is false class consciousness.

Earlier, in reviewing the literature, the argument was
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presented that much contemporary conflict theory in general,
and the works of Dahrendorf in particular, seem to be inade-
quate to provide a thorough understanding of factors which are
crucial to the success of social movements. If the results of:
testing the basic hypothesis derived from Marx, support Marx-
ist theory, this, however, does not by implication substanti-
ate the researcher's position on contemporary conflict theory.
What must be attempted here is to show theoretically that,

in fact, Marx and the contemporary conflict theorist, Dahren-
dorf, hold opposite positions concerning class consciousness
as a crucial factor which would help social movements attain
success.

An analysis of Dahrendorf and Marx has indicated the
essential similarities and differences between the two theo-
rists. Dahrendorf's "quasi group" and Marx's "class in it-
self" are both defined similarly as unorganized collectivities
of individuals, never organized for conflict, because their
social and material existence is so uncertain. Dahrendorf's
“interest group" and Marx's "class for jtself" can also be
defined similarly as organized collectivities of individuals
who are aware of their common situation and who are ready to
take direct action. Dahrendorf further pointed out that the
presence of various conditions of organization could prevent
groups changing from quasi groups to interest groups. In oth-
er words, the more classes are organized, the more they be-
come aware of their common situation as a class, the Tess
energy they will expend as a class in a conflict situation.
In Marx's terms, the higher the Tevel of class conscious-
ness the less involved classes will be in a conflict situa--
tion. .

According to Dahrendorf, the radicalness of structure
change refers to the degree to which those in position of
subjection are successful in supplanting those in positions
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of domination. Complete change in the personnel of authori-
ty positions would be a highly successful radical change.
Success, defined as the degree to which the goals or aims of
the movement are achieved, is synonomous with radical change.
Dahrendorf also pointed out that the less intense the involve-
ment of classes in a conflict situation, the less radical

the structure change,(or the lower the success of the move-
ment) and the higher the level of class organization (defined
in Marx's terms as class consciousness) the less successful
the movement will be in achieving its ends or goals. The
conclusion could be reached, therefore; that the lower the
level of class organization (class consciousness), the more -
successful the movement will be. '

Major Hypotheses

The first hypothesis to be tested concerns class con-.
sciousness and success. From Marx, the higher the level of

class consciousness among students, the more successful the

movement will be in attaining its ends or goals. From Dah-

‘rendorf, the lower the level of class consciousness the more
successful the movement will be in attaining its ends or

goals.

A preliminary review of certain documents which were
~considered as data, indicated the presence of a third varia-
ble. In many examples of student movements, there are par-
ticular activities which are organized with the specific aim
of helping the movement attain its ends or goais. What the
author has discovered is that intervening between class con-
sciousness and success are a range of proposed tactics or
types of action. This third variable, tactics, is defined as
action which attempts to garner the support of groups both
on campus and in the community. It would logically follow
from the earlier discussion of Marxist theory that action
programs which are directed toward the community at large
will have the result of leading the movement to a more suc-

1
i
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cessful attainment of its ends or goals.
' The second hypothesis to be tested concerns tactics
and success. From Marx, the more community directed the

tactics among students in the movement, the more success-
ful the movement will be in attaining its ends or goals.
From Dahrendorf, the Tess community directed the tactics a-

mong students in the movement, the more successful the move-

ment will be in attaining its ends or goals.
The third hypothesis to be tested concerns class con-
sciousness and tactics. From Marx, the higher the level of

class consciousness among students in the movement, the more
community directed will be their tactics. From Dahrendorf,

the Tower the level of class consciousness among students in
_the movement the more community directed will be their tactics.
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Chapter II

Methodology

Samgle

Based on the following criteria, a sample of five Can-
adian universities was chosen at random. Complete volumes
of English language student newspapers from the academic
session beginning in September, 1965 and ending in April,
1970 had to be available. The year 1965 was chosen as the
lower limit, because that year marked the beginning of the
Student's Union for Peace Action (SUPA), which could be con-
sidered as the initiating movement among students in the
'sixties. Unfortunately, French Tanguage universities had
to be omitted due to Tack of competence on the part of the
researcher in the French language. Regional location and
size were also factors when drawing the sample. As Canada
is a vast country geographically, it was felt that a more
accurate picture of the Canadian student movement could be
gained by analyzing a university from each part of the coun-
try. As a result, it was arbitrarily decided to divide the
country into five regions: British Columbia, the Prairies,
Ontario, Quebec, and the Maritimes, for the purpose of de-
termining the sample. -

In a recent article by Scott and ET-Assal (1969), un-
iversity size, defined in terms of the student population,
was found to be a factor in the development of student move-
ments, They concluded, in part, that Targer universities will
have é more developed student movement than smaller schools.
Based on their findings, university size became an important
factor in the present sample design.

In order to have a sample of universities in which the
full range of sizes was represented, it was decided first
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to stratify these universities in each region according to
size. Within each region, the universities located there
were Tisted in order of the size of their student enrollment.
This distribution was then trichotomized to form the size
categories high, medium, and low. Due to limited research
resources, it was possible only to select one university
from within each region. Thus, the next step in the sampling
- design involved deciding what size the university selected
from each region would be. This was accomplished using ran-
dom procedures. Then, within each of the size categories
chosen, one university was selected, also using random pro-
cedures.

The following are the results of this exercise:

Table I -
Sample of Canadian Universities

Region Size University Selected
British Columbia |large |  U. of British Columbia
The Prairies small Brandon U.

Ontario : medium York U.
Quebec medium Sir George Williams U.
Maritimes small St. Francis Xavier U.

_Ana]ysis of Variables

The major methodo]og%ca] approach in this thesis was to
content analyze student newspapers from the five universities
in the sample. The major concern, however, was to determine
quantitatively, measures of class consciousness, tactics, and
success. As a consequence, it was necessary to develop cat-
egories and sets of rules whereby the three variables could
be measured. It was also necessary to ensure that the cod-
ing of the data followed the rules and categories and was re-
1iable. To determine the re]iabi]ity{ pretesting was car-



(23)

ried out, both before and during the research.

An analysis was done for each volume of university pa--
pers within the time period determined above. The articles
analyzed contained factual reports of particular problems
with which students were concerned. Editorials, Tetters to
the editor, reports from other campuses, personal comment,
and all other articles written from a éubjective personal
perspective were eliminated. It was recognized that to some
extent the media did not provide reliable accounts of partic-
ular student activities. It was further felt that a higher
degree of reliability could be found in factual stories.

The particular section to be analyzed within each ar-
ticle was the paragraph. The content of each of these units
was analyzed in terms of whether there was a class conscious-
ness statement, a statement of tactics, or a statement of
success. Paragraphs which did not contain any of these
statements were placed into a fourth or neutral category.

Pretesting

The definitions and categories were pretested for
their reliability on two different occasions during the re-
search. The initial pretest was done before any actual da-
ta collection had taken place. The samples used for this
pretest were classes of undergraduate sociology students.
They were considered as naive raters, in the sense that they
~were unfamiliar with the study, and were given minimal in-
structions on how to complete the test.* The second pretest
was done approximately half way through the data collection.,**.
The primary concern here was to make sure that the coding of
data still followed the definitions which had earlier been

* See appendix A for pretest I.
** See appendix B for pretest II.
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adbpted. The sample for this second test was seven volunteer
graduate students in sociology. Unlike the initial pretest,
during the second test any questions were permitted of the
researcher, in addition to the explicit instructions, short
of providing the actual answers. The intention was to fam-
iliarize these raters as thoroughly as possible with the da-
ta, categories, and various pragmatic decisions through which
~ the researcher determined the categorization of the various
newspaper statements.

Content Analysis Rules

A preliminary review of the data brought to the at-
tention of the researcher that there were three distinct
‘categories into which statements of class consciousness, tac-
- tics, and success could be placed. Each variable could be
measured in terms of whether it indicated Tow, medium, or
high. The following are the content analysis rules and def-
initions which the reséarcher followed in coding the data.
These were also presented as the instructions to both groups
used in the pretest: |

Class Consciousness: Theoretica] Definition

Class consciousness statements are general statements indicat-
ing a level of awareness on the part of students that they
occupy a similar observable position in society and have sim-
ilar interests, needs, desires, and requirements to those of
other groups outside the university, with respect to the
distribution of power.

Class Consciousness: Operational Definition

1) You are to classify the statements in the pretest accord-
ing to whether they are or are not class consciousness state~-
ments. The statements are actual quotes as reported in stu-
dent newspapers.

2) You are then to go back and decide which category the
statements may be placed according to the following instruc=
tions. ' .
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a) High-Statements of class consciousness which show that
students are aware that their interests, needs, de-
sires, and requirements are similar to those of peo-
ple in the working or lower class community.

b) Medium-Statements of class consciousness which show that
students are aware that their interests, needs, de-
sires, and requirements are similar to those of
people in the general community.

c¢) Low-Statements of class consciousness which show that stu-
dents are aware that their interests, needs, desires.’
and requirements are similar to those of people in the
university community. .

Tactics: Theoretical Definition

Tactics statements are statements of intended action which
attempts to garner support of groups both on campus and in
the community.

Tactics: Operational Definition

1) You are to classify the statements in the pretest accord-
ing to whether they are or are not tactic statements. The
statements are actual quotes from students as reported in
campus newspapers.

2) You are then to go back and decide the category into
which the statements may be placed.

a) High-Statements of intended action which indicate that
students are directing their activities solely to-
" ward people in the community at Targe.

b) Medium-Statements of intended action which indicate that
students are directing their activities toward oth-
er unjversity people and people in the community.

c) Low-Statements of intended action which indicate that
students are directing their activity solely toward
other university people.

Success: Theoretical Definition

Success statements are those expressing‘the degree to which
the ends or goals of the movement are achieved.
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Success: Operational Definition

1) You are to classify the statements in the pretest accord-
ing to whether they are or are not success statements. The
statements are actual quotes from students as reported in
campus newspapers.

2) You are to then decide the category into which the state-
ments may be placed.

a) High-Statements indicating that the ends or goals of the
movement were fully achieved.

b) Medium-Statements indicating that the ends or goals of
the movement were partially achieved.

c) Low-Statements indicating that the ends or goals were
not achieved.

"Results for Inter-Coder Re]iabiiity

The results of pretesting the theoretical definitions
were as follows: |

Table II

Inter-Coder Relijability Results Based on Theoretical Definitions
Variable % Able to Identify
First Class consciousness 80%
Pfetest Tactics = ' 85%
Success ' 73%
Table III
Inter- Coder Reliability Results Based on Theoret1ca1 Definitions
Var1ab1e % Able to Identify
Class consciousness| 73% Second
Tactics | 96% . Pretest
Success 88% |

The results of pretesting the reliability of the theo-
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retical definition of class consciousness, tactics, and suc-
cess were based on two possible choices. Statements in the
pretest were classified according to whether they did or did
not correspond with the researcher's definition of the varia-
ble. As a consequence, a 50% level of agreement would be the
score which could be predicted before giving explicit in-
structions on how to proceed. Any score greater than this
chance score would be an indication of the reliability of the
coding. These results ranged from 73% to 96%. The average
reliability score for the group on both pretest one and two
combined was 83%. As all scores are considerably better
than chance, the researcher felt safe in stating that a de-
gree of reliability concerning the theoretical definitions
does exist.

The result of pretesting the categories high, medium,
and low for each variable are as follows:

Table IV
Pretest One Results of Categories High,Medium,and Low
Class Consciousness Tactics Success
% Identify Hi 68% ' 52% } 78%
% Identify Med 58% : 74% 73%
% Identify Low -=— -—— -

Table V
Pretest Two Results of Categories Low,Medium,and High
Class Consciousness Tactics _ Success
b Identify Hi 93% 57% 76%
% Identify Med 50% 86% 43%
% Identify Low . 57% 86% 100%

The results of the pretesting of high, medium, and low
on all three variables were based on three potential category
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choices. As a consequence, a 33.3% level of agreement would
be the score which could be predicted before giving explicit
instructions in how to proceed. Any score greater than this
chance score would be an indicator of the reliability of the
methodology.

Although some of the scores for pretesting the cate-
gories high, medium, and low were relatively small (e.g., 43%,
pretest two, medium success), all were considerably better
than chance. The average score for all variables on both
category pretests combined was 70%. As the average is con-
siderably better than chance, the researcher felt confident
in stating that a degree of reliability was present. The
author's confidence in these scores as indicating reliabili-
ty was further bolstered by consulting with another research-
er (Carney, 1970) who had used content analysis as a method-
o]ogical'tool previously.
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Chapter III

Analysis of Data and Results

A record was kept on coding sheets of the number
of paragraphs within each article selected, containing in-
formation on class consciousness, tactics, and success. A
varying number of articles dealing with each problem, and
~a varying number of paragraphs within each article were
found. As a result, a control became necessary. If a con--
trol was not done, then university issues receiving more
~coverage in the newspapers would tend to have higher scores
for each variable in comparison with issues having Tittle
press coverage. To control for this problem, the frequency
distribution was converted to a percentage distribution for
each of the variables. This was done for each issue with-
in each university. The second problem was to provide
weights for high, medium and Tow statements for each varia-
ble. This was accomplished by giving a weight of three to
statements in the high category, two to statements in the
medium category, and one to statements in the low category.
The following example from the data will explain how this
total procedure was carried out: |

Table VI
Analysis of Data Example
Llass Consciousness

: Low Medium High Total

Raw Frequency Count 8 9 ‘ 3 20
Percentage Score 40% 45% 15% 100%
Multiplier Score 40 90 45 175
Total Class Consciousness Score 175




-~ (30)

The statistical procedure used to analyze the scores
for all three variables was the Pearson product-moment cor-
relation coefficient. Correlations were obtained between
the variables for the total number of issues observed a-
cross universities as well as within each university. The
researcher had also hoped to obtain correlations within u-
niversal issues, issues appearing within every university
in the sample. Unfortunately there were no universal issues.

Results

In attempting to test the theoretical perspective of
Marx, it was hypothesiied that class consciousness and suc-.
cess, class consciousness and tactics, and tactics and suc-
cess varied directly. From Dahrendorf it was hypothesized
that the relationship between the variables would be in-
verse.

Class Consciousness and Success

The correlation coefficients for the first hypothesis -
dealing with class consciousness and success are as follows:

Table VII
Class Consciousness and Success by University

University Score
University of British Columbia -.03
Brandon University .39
St. Francis Xavier University ~.54
York University .16
Sir George Williams University .52

It can be seen that the correlations vary from -.54
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(St. Francis Xavier University), to .52 (Sir George Wil-
~Tiams University). The correlations for three universities
are in a positive direction (Brandon, York, and Sir George
Williams), thus lending some degree of support to the hy- -
pothesis derived from Marx. Correlations for the other

two universities (University of British Columbja, and St.
Francis Xavier) are all negative lending some degree of
support to Dahrendorf's hypothesis.

As the correlations above seem to fluctuate randomly,
it would be expected that the total .correlation across un-
iversities for the total sample of observations would be
relatively low. This is, in fact, the case, with a total
correlation of .06 for the entire sample. Although con-
sistent with the hypothesis based on Marx, the total cor--
relation is sufficiently small to conclude that there is
lTittle relationship between class consciousness and suc-

cess.

Class Consciousness and Tactics

The correlation coefficients for each university be-
tween class consciousness and tactics are as follows: -

Table VIII

Class Conscijousness and Tactics by University
University Score
University of British Columbia .29
Brandon University .67
St. Francis Xavier University .63
York University .64
ir George Williams University .30

The correlations for each university are all positive,’
ranging from .29 (University of British Columbia) to .67
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~(Brandon University). This would seem to support the hy-
pothesis based on Marx, that class consciousness and tac-
tics vary directly. '

On the basis of the individual correlations, it
would be expected that the total correlations across uni-
versities would be similar. The total correlation for
class consciousness and tactics is .39. This would again
support the hypothesis that the variables involved do Véry
directly.

~ Tactics and Success

The correlation coefficients for each university be-
tween tactics and success are as follows:

Table IX

Tactics and Success by University
University Score
University of British Columbia .15
Brandon University -.20
St. Francis Xavier University .18
York University -.15
Sir George Williams University -.17

It can be seen that the correlations for these two
variables are relatively close to zero. For three univer-
sities whose correlations are in a negative direction (Bran-.
don, York, and Sir George Williams), some limited support
- for the hypothesis derived from Dahrendorf may be found.
The correlations for the other two universities (University
of British Columbia and St. Francis Xavier) would give lim-
ited support to the Marxian hypothesis.

The correlation across universities for the total ob-
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served sample was found to be -.11. Although negative,
the correlation is sufficiently small to conclude that
there is little overall support, here, for the hypothesis
derived from Dahrendorf. B

Partial Correlations

The partial correlation coefficients between each of
the two variables, holding the third constant, were calcu-
lated. In general the partial correlation coefficients did
not differ significantly from the corresponding zero-order
coefficients.

Expected Results

To explore further the results of the research, the
patterns of observed correlations found both across univer-
sities and across issues, as well as within universities
across issues were compared with the corresponding patterns
which one would expect to find according to Marx's theory
and according to Dahrendorf's theory. It should be empha-
sized that this operation involved a comparison between to-
tal patterns of correlations and not, as was the case ear-
'11er, simply between observed and expected relationships
between two variables only. The strength of each of the
correlations within the pattern will be indicated using
partial correlation coefficients to control for the influ-
ence of the third variable. Diagramatically the expected
pattekn was -as follows:



(34)
Diagram 1: Expected Results

Class Conscioushness High = , Success
‘High = High =%
3
Tactics

A pattern in which all three correlations were high
.and positive would correspond to the hypotheses derived
from Marx; a pattern in which all three correlations were
high and negative would correspond to the hypotheses derived
from Dahrendorf. |

By using the following two simple scales, total ob-
served and expected correlations could be interpreted in
the same way and compared with each'other to determine their
degree of similarity or difference:

Table X
~Scale Used to Compare Expected Results With Observed Results

Correlation Symbolic Score Weighted Score
Direct 1.00-.67 High + 3
Variation| .66-.34 Medium + _ 2
.33-.00 Low + | 1
Inverse 1-1.00- -.67 High - -3
Variation -.66- -, 34 Medium - -2
-.33~ -.00 Low - -1

To facilitate the pattern matching, correlation coef=
ficients were divided into high, medium, and low with cor-
relations between .67 and 1.00 designated high, those be-
tween .34 and .66 designated medium, and those between .00
and .33 designated low. High correlation coefficients were
given a weight of three, medium correlation coefficients
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were given a weight of twb, and low correlation coefficients
were given a weight of one. Due to the small size of the
sample, the sampling error of the correlation coefficients
is likely to be considerable. By using this weighting pro-
cedure the results of the matching operation will be less
dependent upon sampling error than would have been the case
had the patterns of actual correlation values been compared .
with the pattern of expected correlation values. For nega-
tive correlations of a given value, the weight was the same
as that of a corresponding positive correlation, only the
sign was changed to reflect its direction. If the Marxian
hypotheses were correct, then the sum of the weights of the -
three expected correlations in the pattern would be +9. For
~Dahrendorf's hypotheses the corresponding sum would be -9.

" If one then evaluates the pattern of observed correlations
according to this procedure, he will be in a position to

see how'closely.the pattern of observed correlations match-
es the pattern of expected correlations. The closer the

sum of the weights for the observed pattern approaches +9,
the closer the match between that pattern and the pattern
one would expect from the Marxian hypothesis. The closer
the sum of the weights for the observed pattern approaches
-9, the closer the match between that pattern and the pat-
tern one would expect from the Dahrendorf hypothesis.

Total Observed Results

The following diagrams represent the results across
issues for each university. These results are shown using
partial correlations with the corresponding zero-order cor-
relations in brackets:
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Diagram 2: St. Francis Xavier University

Class Consciousness High- (-.54) - SZl Success
High +(.63) Low + ).:a I
.89
Tact1cs
Total Observed=+1 -
Diagram 3: York University
C]ass Consc1ousness Medium + (.16) X Success
High + (. 64) \\\\\\\\\N////////n Low -~ (-, 15)
Tactics
Total Obseryéd=+4
Diagram 4: Sir George Williams University
Class Consciousness =~ Medium +:(.52) .61 Success -

Medium + - ( 30) \\\\\\\\N////////p Medium =%(=-.17)
-.41

Tactics
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Total Observed=+2

Diagram 5: University of British Columbia

Class Consciousness Low -=(-.03)=-.01, Success
Low +=(.29)=.28. Low +=(.15)=.15

Tactics
Total Observed=+1

Diagram 6: Brandon University

Class Consciousness -  High +=(.39)=.71 Success

Y
-

High + (.67) ,83 High - (=.20) -.68

Tactics

Total Observed=+3

The total observed results for each university can
be seen to vary from +1 to +4. On a scale from +9 to -9,
where the extremes of the scale represent the expected re-
sults, these correlations lend overall, although Timited
support, to the hypotheses derived from Marx.

The total observed results across both universities
and issues are as follows: '
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Diagram 7: Total Observed Results Across Universities

Class Consciousness (.06) .12 Low + Success

v

(.39) .39 Medium + (-.11) .10 Low -

‘Tactics
Total Observed=+2

Here the sum of the weights of the correlations was
+2. This score, as well, is slightly positive on the scale
from +9 to -9. Again for the total sample, overall, but
limited support is indicated for the hypotheses derived
from Marx. |

Summary of Results
The analysis of the data has indicated that the ob-
served results all tended toward agreement with the hypoth-

eses based on Marx. For individual universities, as well
as for the total combined sample, the correlations are rel-.
atively low but in a positive direction.

There would seem to be two logical explanations that
might account for these low correlations. The design of
‘the research could be considered to embody a built-in bias.
It would seem clear that high class consciousness could be
a vital factor tending to orient students toward issues in
the general Community. In fact, high class consciousness
is defined in terms of an awareness of community problems.
On the other hand, students having lower class conscious-
ness would tend to direct their efforts toward issues with-.
in the university. The data were generated through an an-
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alysis of student newspapers containing reports of student
movements originating on the various campuses. As a re-
sult it seems that the author has designed out of the re-
search project movements of students having high class con-.
sciousness who are actively working in the general communi-
ty and, as a consequence, not readily accessible for cover-
age by university newspapers. This bias may account for o-
verall Tow correlations. The problem could have possibly
been rectified by including, as part of the data, reports
from various other media concerning social movements in

the community which involved students.

An overview of the correlations indicates Targe fluc-
tuations for both zero-order and partial correlations. As
a result, looking at the total correlation picture, high
scores in both a positﬁve and negative direction tend to
be cancelled out, thus resulting in total scores at a rel-
atively low level of relationship. One solution to this
problem might be to ignore the highest and lowest correla-
tions in both directions. The size of the sample, however,
prevents this from being done.

In conclusion, it would seem that the results of this
thesis indicate the possibility of the existence of much
more complex social phenomena, perhaps going beyond the
original scope of the project. To determine whether this
might be so, results were analyzed still further. . This led
to the discovery of further areas for research. ‘
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Chapter IV

Areas for Further Research

The specific analysis of the correlations has indi-
cated, in part, that they tend to fluctuate, thus resulting
in a relatively low total correlation picture. Based on
this, the researcher would also expect the general pattern
for each university, based on the direction of the correla-
tions (+ or -), to fluctuate as well. Given the relation-
ship between the three variables: <class consciousness,
tactics, and success, there are eight potential patterns,
based on correlation direction, that are possible. The
deneral pattern of correlations for the data, however,
were not random, but fell, quite significantly, into only
two patterns. (It should also be pointed out, that in go-
ing beyond the scope of the original project, the research-
- er has permitted the three variables to become either de-
pendent or independent. As a consequence, the variables may
be looked at as part of a cyclical pattern going from class
consciousness, to tactics, to success, to class conscious~-
ness, etc.)

Pattern One

The general pattern of correlations for York, Bran-
don, and Sir George Williams universities was as follows:-
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Diagram 8
Class Consciousness + Success
+ = direct variation + -
- = jnverse variation
Tactics

The pattern may be interpreted in . the following way:
The higher the class consciousness of students, the more
community-directed will be their tactics. This will re-
sult in a decrease in the success of the movement. Low
“success will in turn Tead to a decrease in class conscious=-
ness. Low class consciousness will then lead to a decrease
in community-oriented tactics which will result in an in- .
Crease in the success of the movement, and the cyclical
pattern continues.

Pattern Two

The general pattern of correlations for the Univer-
sity of British Columbia and St. Francis Xavier University
was as follows: '

Diagram 9
Class Consciousness - Success.’
3 .
+ = direct variation + +

inverse variation

Tactics
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The second pattern may be interpreted in the follow-
ing way: The higher the class consciousness of students,
the more community-oriented will be their tactics. This
'will then lead to an increase in the success of the move-.
ment. High success will in turn lead to a decrease in
class consciousness. Low class consciousness will result
in a decrease in community-oriented tactics. This will
Tead to a decrease in the success of the movement, and.
the cyclical pattern continues.

Pattern of HIstorical Sequences.

These two QEneral patterns of correlation direction,
were generated by looking at the total sample of problems
across universities. It was the feeling of the researcher
that the potential analytical value of the paradigms would
be to explain the historical development of social move-
~ments from class consciousness, through tactics, to success.
To do this, both patterns were looked upon as a chronolog-
ical progression. The scores for each of the variables
within both universities and issues were listed chronolog-
,ically. Each of the scores was then designated high or Tow
according to whether or not it was greater or less than the
mean. This pattern was then compared with each of the
chronological patterns which were suggested by the pattern
of correlations indicated immediately above. The degree to
" which the patterns matched one another was then determined
using the criteria of percentage agreement with the expec-
ted.

The chronological pattern for St. Francis Xavier Uni-.
versity is shown in the table below. ‘
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Table XI
St. Francis Xavier Observed
Year Class Consciousness Tactics Success

1965 150 High 140 Low {{100 Low
1965/66 120 Low 175 Highj| 167 High
1967 150 High 100 Low |J100 Low
1967 200 High 200 High|{ 100 Low
1968 117 Low 113 Low ({100 Low
1969/70 100 Low 100 Low ({136 High
ean 139 138 117

Based on the general pattern into which each univer-
sity fell it was determined which of the expected patterns
Thus,
tern I was used for the comparison with St. Francis Xavier
and University of British Columbia. Pattern Il was used
for comparison with York, Brandon, and Sir George Williams.
The expected patterns are as follows: |

to use for the comparison. (See diagrams 2-6.) pat-

‘ Table XII
Expected Pattern I (St. Francis Xavier, University of B.C.)
Class Consciousness Tactics Success
High High High
Low Low Low
High High High
Low Low Low
High High High
de Low Low
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Table XIII
‘Expected Pattern II (York, Brandon, Sir George Willjams)
Class consciousness Tactics Success
High High Low
Low Low High
High High Low
Low Low High
High High Low
Low Low High

The comparison between expected and observed patterns
for all universities in the sample is as follows:

Table XIV
Comparison Between Expected and Observed Patterns

University Percent Agreement With Expected

University of B. C. 52%
Sir George Williams 57%
York University 63%
St. Francis Xavier 58%
Brandon ' 78%
verage Percent Agreement 61%

Although 61% total average agreement between expect-
ed and observed batterns is better than chance, these re-
sults can only be considered as inconclusive. It cannot be
determined here, based on these figures, whether the para- ..
digms can be used to explain the historical development of
social movements among students.  As a resylt, the follow-
ing discussion of the applicability of both models must be
hypothetical, suggesting areas where further research would
be of'va1ue.]
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Application of Pattern I

In applying the first pattern hypothetically to a
university situation, the most crucial result seems to be
the direct variation of success and class consciousness. A
student movement which achieves or believes that it has a-
chieved success will find that, for the next issue, class
consciousness will increase. Conversely, a movement which
experiences little success will find that, for the next is-
sue, class consciousness will decline. This model should
indicate theoretically to the leaders of various student
movements, the importance of success or failure on the
1ife of the movement, as it relates to future campus is-
sues.

Application of Pattern II Model of Political Co-optation

In applying pattern Il hypothetically to a univer-
sity situation, the most important result here is the in-
verse relationship between success and class consciousness.
A student movement which achieves or perceives the achieve=
ment of success will find that, for the next 1ssde, class
consciousness will decline. On the other hand, little
relative success will result in an increase in class con-
sciousness. This pattern could be called a model of pol-
itical co-gptation.Various changes in university policy
toward students may dissipate the awareness and collective
action of students, thus indicating that a type of co-optation
has taken place. For the leaders of various student move-
ments, this model should serve as theoretical evidence,
that the achievement of various types of success, perhaps
short of the original goal, may have a destructive effect "
on the continuity of the movement over time. Conversely,
the failure of the movement to achieve its goals may re- -
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sult in an increase in class consciousness as well as a
‘strengthening of collective effort.

To substantiate scientifically the historical analyt-
ical value of the two patterns, further research js rec-
ommended on social movements which have experienced various
degrees of success. The purpose would be to determine what
effect success would have, from both the establishment and
movement point of view, on the <continuation of the strug-
gle to a higher level. In other,words; how is political co-
optation manifested and will it lead to a decline or
strengthening of the movement?..
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Conclusion and Recommendations

Two explanations may be considered in attempting to
understand the inconclusiveness of the results of the research.
Both the inappropriatness of the Marxian model and the weak-.
ness of the methodology may have affected the results.

While the attractiveness of contrasting and testing
the models of Marx and Dahrendorf cannot be denied, the
results of this thesis tend to indicate that both models
may be inappropriate when applied to the student situation.:
The relevancy of the models was accepted by the researcher
based on a parallel analysis between the conditions of
students and that of the working class. It is quite ob-
~vious, at this point,.that this parallel may be incorrect.
The researcher argued the case that students and workers
experienced similar conditions of alienation and manip-
ulation and that class consciousness was the crucial
variable which would lead students to success. Not only that,
but the higher the class consciousness among students
the more they would identify and take action openly, with
the working class. That the results were inconclusive
points to the fact that a strict Marxist model should not
have been used. Rather than playing the role of "worker-
intellectual" students may be seen as a product, being
trained to become part of the elite. The unjversity admin-
istration may be seen as the managers in the production
process. To a -large extent, most students value their degrees
as a marketable commodity and thus identify, quite approp-
riately, with their managers. This argument would demons=
strate that an identification on the part of students,
with the traditional working class, can perhaps be seen as
a betrayal of class interest. In this case the class
interest of students may be shaped both by their class
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background and the possibility that in the future they may
be able to enter the ranks of the elite.

In abandoning a strict Marxian model, the results
of the research do indicate a further model which could
be used to explain student movement success or failure.

The author thus presented the model of political co-optation
as the most important finding of the research and an area
where further research would be of value.

In content analysis, the possibility of measurement
error is considerable. The decision had been made earlier
to analyze all articles within a specific time span which
dealt with a particular university problem. There is the
possibility that some articles were ovér]ooked, thus
neglecting large portions of potential data. Further, as
there was only a single researcher working on the project,
it was impossible to determine inter-rater reliability
for the entire sample. The time span in which the data were
" collected may have also been too short. There is the
distinct possibility that articles exist for various univer=-
sity-problems which developed before or ended after the
period:under analysis.

‘With these weaknesses in mind, the following recom-
mendatjons are presented indicating areas for future research
using content analysis. It seems quite clear that the
sample size stize should be relatively large and should
cover a much Tonger time span. As well, it would strengthen
the reliability of the results to have several raters
code the actual data. In this way, the possibility of
neglecting certain pieces of information could be minimized.

The attempt to analyze the data historically was
complicated by the fact that various university problems
overlapped chronologically. To deal with this problem of

i
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chronological ranking, it was decided that the date of the
Tast article under scrutiny would be the determining factor
for its position. It should be noted, however, that a slight
change in the chronological order would have the result

of drastically changing the total picture. As a result,

the author suggests that the problem of chronological
overlapping be explored and tested further.

In conclusion, perhaps one of the most important
results of this thesis has been the development and testing
of various theoretical and methodological tools. Although
admittedly the results were inconclusive, the attempt has
been made to open the door to a study of contemporary
social movements, not in terms of the social pathology
or the social psychology of such phenomena but as social
facts which warrent serious consideration from all pers-
pectives. Furthermore, the researcher has attempted to abp]y
Marxian theory as a framework, an approach usually employed
by other social scientists to understand traditional
economic relationships between man in a capitalist system.
It is the hope of the author that sociological understanding
and knbw]edge has been extended, and that the thesis has
shed some further light on the social dynamics of the student
movement in particular, and other social movements in

generai.
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Appendix A .

Class Consciousness Pretest I

.

If free education does not become a reality, the cur-
rent division between the lower classes and the rest of
society will continue to be rigid.

Dr. Saunderson said that there was very lTittle Tikeli-
hood that the present system would be changed.

That education is not the exclusive right of the middle
classes and all those who can afford it, but rather that
it must be made available to all working people who may
now be financially prevented from seeking higher educa- -
tion. ' v

The present system (re a discriminatory housing policy)"
is more than a small university matter, a way of life
and the future of mankind is on trial.

Universal accessibility is in the interest of the coun--
try not only the students.

The basic concept of universal accessibility is that
higher education must be made available to all academ-
ically qualified persons regardiess of their financial
ability to absorb the tremendous cost involved to
themselves and ‘their parents.

That all social and financial barriers to higher educa-
tion should be removed is a fundamental tenet which can
be based only on a person's belief in equality of op--
portunity particularly for the lower classes.

$75 boost in tuition fees for next fall-~Saunderson.

The university is a public institution.

The board of governors has reversed its stand on the
present two 1ist housing policy.

Universal accessibility is in the interest of the com-
munity not only students.:
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Tactics Pretest I

a)

b)

UMSU president has decided to send a letter to Dr.
Saunderson protesting the discriminatory housing pol-
icy.

A pubTic forum on the question of discrimination in
of f campus housing will be held on October 4 in down- -

town Winnipeg.

The president of the University announced that there
would be a $75 fee increase in tuition next fall.

The university is a public institution.

UMSU council will consult with representatives of trade
unions on the question of universal accessibility to
higher education. '

Concerned students will be asked to participate in a
demonstration in front of the administration building.

A committee of students will approach all provincial
political party organizations, high schools, labor un-
ions, service organizations etc., to gather public sup-
port.

A1l tuition fees will be eliminated at this university.

Dr. Saunderson said that there was very Tittle likeli-
hood that the present system would be changed.

To aim for a public demonstration.

~



Success Pretest I'

.a)

c)

d)

e)

f)

- 9g)

h)

i)

The board of governors has thoroughly discussed the
question of a two 1ist housing policy and as decided to
completely revise its stand thereby abolishing that
policy. ’

The university is a public institution.

To have tuition fees eventually limited .is in the in-
terest of both the community and students.

The president of the University of Manitoba announced
that starting next fall, tuition fees would be raised
seventy-five dollars.

As -a result of student protest all tuition fees will
be eventually eliminated next fall-UMSU president.

The referendum on universal accessibility indicated
that students were in favour of a day of protest but
definitely opposed to free education.

Following the day of protest, Dr. Saunderson said that
there was no possibility that the present housing poli--
cy would be changed.

If free education does not become a reality, the cur-
rent division between the lower classes and the rest
of society will continue to be rigid.

UMSU president sent a letter to Dr. Saunderson protest-
ing the current housing policy.

The present discriminatory housing policy is more than
a small unijversity matter,. a way of life and the future
of mankind is on trial.- '
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Appendix B~

Content Analysis Pre-Test #2

a) A referendum on the payment of second term fees will
be held November 15 on campus.

b)  The president of the University of British Columbia,
Dr. John Macdonald, said Monday that he will support
the students in their attempt to gain representation
on the university senate.

¢) The Alma Mater (students) Society will present a short
brief to Vancouver City Council next Tuesday along
with two petitions - one signed by U. B. C. students,
the other signed by Point Grey home owners, both ask-
ing for zoning by-Taw relaxation.

d) We have to take the case of the students to the public,
(student leader) Boylan said.

e) The university is a public institution and should have
representation by student, faculty, trade unions and
society in general.

f) Society is looking to the university to produce leaders
and participation in university government would be an
invaluable experience in satisfying that need.

g) Tuition fees will not be abolished, Peterson (the Pro--
vincial Minister of Education), told the crowd yester-
day.

h) The main problem concerns both high school and college
students. They want reduced prices for students and
the management of the Strand Theatre won't offer them.

i) Instead of the establishment dominated, student dominat- .
ed university we have now, we seek a critical university
that will engage students in a radical constructive role
in society on the side of exploited and alienated work-
ing class.

j) Charles Boylan, Graduate Studies, moved that students
endorse a sit-in at the next meeting of senate, Febru-
ary 18. .



p)

q)

t)
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UBC's academic senate Wednesday, voted to open its meet-.
ings for the first time.

The vote (to open senate meetings) was a direct revers-
al of senate's position last year.

A student group Ted by Michel Lalain, Arts IV, is plan-
ning to nominate 81 students for senate.

The science undergraduate society is forming a commit-

.tee to investigate the pending dismissal of Robin Ha-

gar, Ass't. Professor of Sociology.

The Alma Mater (students') Society will protest offici-
ally to Vancouver City Council on the construction of a
road around Point Grey beach.

Vancouver City Council last week rejected a request by
the Alma Mater (Student) Society to defer construction
of a beach road and erosion-control project along the
Point Grey foreshore.

Students of UBC will block the U. S. border for an
hour Wednesday in protest against the Thursday's planned
U. S. nuclear test at Amchitka Island in the Aleutians.

Student organizing should gear itself to fight the sor-
did society that tends to perpetuate the elitist struc-
ture of the university.

Students must not only press for a democratized univer-
sity but a democratized society for all underprivileged-
people as well.

The Vancouver City Council has dropped its considera-
tion of ‘a beach road and marine development project on
Point Grey beach. '
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