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attitudes and knowledg

Y]

The social class of the mother befcore merriage,

rural or urban background, the child's sex,

;
0]
3
[
D
—
b
(i
-
o}
3
3y

and the number of children living at home, all failed to

relate significantly tc dental health attitudes and know-

In analyvzing data on ohserved total caries exper-

ience of the sample children, it wes found TﬂaELv comparing
the means by visual inspection, the higher the social class,

the income, or the education of the parents, the lower were

renge, and Jewish children had the lowest rate of caries,

mean rate of denteal caries to the social class o
mother before merrizge, & rurgl or urban background, or

the number of children living at houe.

Richard Terry Israels,
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Chepter III will offer a sociological perspective

q 8

and a theoretical argument leading to the hypotheses of

the study, Also, the dental terms used in the study will

be defined,

Chapter IV will be the chapter in which the method-
ological procedures employed in the study will be explained,
Chapter V will deal with the actual presentation

e of data with related discussions of the findings to the

hypotheses being tested,

Chepter VI will offer a summary and conclusion

of the studyv,

Chapter VII will present a brief epilogue Lo the
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L

dental attitudes with great lization of dental services.

feto

er utb

,;—1«

However, a discrepancy may exist between dental knowledge
and ectual practice,

“"People mav possess guite accurate knowledge about a
specific healtn.pwactlce, he adoption of whlcp
should, in the view of the er]th DPOfeSSlonS, result
in optimum health. But people who know what is recom-
mended may or may not be sufficiently convinced of the
desirability of the procedure Lov uhqb knowledge to be
translated into actual practice,’

For example, peovnle can gilve the right answer about
how frecuently they should brush their teeth, bub when priv-

nion, many would say quite honestly

}-—Jo

ately asked for their op

Te

o

that they reelly do not believe
Discrepancies such as this tend to vary from one

class of people to another with the major reason for variation

being one of economic differences. That is, it must be

understood that some people simply cannot afford to pubt their

dental knowledge into vractice,dC However, a dentist in

Alberta, alfter completing a study entitled "Utilization

of Dental Services by Welfare Recipients in a Private

Dental O0ffice® concluded that "Govermment subsidization

of dental care by itself does not necessarily encourage

or result in more comprehensive dental care of people who

9R. Goodacre et. al,, "Surver of Community Knowledge
Attitudes and Habits in Regard to Four Dental Health Prac-
tices as Thev Apply to Children” J,C,D,A,, Vol. 32, No., 7,
July, 1966, p, L18.

10, . . .
Freidson and Feldman, "Public Looks at Dental Care"

p. 13,




may receive such benefits, +1
Thus, in order to successfully increase the
utilization of dentsl services as well as to inculcate

more positive attitudes and knowledge regaerding dental

oy
@
39}
-
ot
5
A
W
g
d
}-..a
O
]—- 3

ed or free dentzal care program such as
is presently available for children in the City of Win-
niveg must be coupled with a well-planned zand thorough

educational program for the children and thelr parents

Literature on Dentsl Caries

p

Dental caries ig the most common disesse to affect
the mouth, It is suspected that on the aversge, fewer
than five people out of 100 will ever escape its attack,
his small proportion of the population is termed "Caries

Trmune ™ However, for the rest of the vopulation, that

is the other 95 per cent, the Survey o

Tnited States found that:

“The primary teeth mayv start to decay bafore the third
birthday, =nd the total 'd.e.f.’' (decayved, LﬁOTC
for extraction, filled) rate incresse

i s until the ane
when the process of exfoliation begins to reduce the
aversge number of teeth in the moutm, generally at

ahout six or seven vesrs of age, At this period the
total d,e.f., ranges from three Lo eight teeth aTlected,

e 4
23
s
o
e
N
b
s
Q
=
O

11 " . .
A. Bodnarchuk, 2]  Dental Services by Welfare
Recinients in o Private Dental Office’, Journal of the

Cansdian Dental Associsetion, Vol. 33, No, 3, Mar, 1907,

p. 120,
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I. SOCIOLOGICAL PERSFECTIVES OF THE PROBLEM

L,

Chepters I and II show that with regard to the
utilization of dental services gross differences exist
between people of different socio-economic statuses, TFrom
a soclological perspective these findings were not surpris-
ing for even in a country such as Canada with its avowed
equalitarian ideology, a "de facto" system of social strabi-
flcation exists.

0f fundamental sociological im mportance are the
several socilo-economic variables by which people in an open-
class system of stratification are differentially graded

o

into a hierarchy of ranks or classes, The first of these is
the economic dimension which serves %o stratify people accord-
ing to their amount and source of income. Second, there

is the varisble of occupation, usually resulting in the main
source of income. Status and differentistion of prestige

are often associzted with occupation., Finally, there is

the variable of education which can function as a main

-

determinant in achieving a higher class position,

Therefore, most scales de

;._.

signed to measure class,
will in some way take into account these three ma jor socio-

economic variables by which veople may be objectively ranked.

21
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not innste but have to be learned by psrticipstion in scciety,

- 1] [ N < 2
plastic infants

soc 1glly sha el s bhut
& g that 1is skc;ally
e
it

ned to evervbl
At first

il

nt to society

b a
most Iu damen . they eg [ .
¥ b ‘potentislity' of becoming
ep 0 he 0 pleces in the
: ciety."
5]

and processes for training or sccislizing children., To

this end Barber writes:

*In every society, the family is the first sccial
influence hild, It is T tily that lays
down the most ge“\rcl ideas, n01m~ and
emotions 111 1Live Dy LLw”“NmOUL the rest of
nis life. ing thet heapp i
later hes en in the ¢
informall ed but very
by the fan v of parents 3nd s;b71ng° "ﬁ

Llthouzh the family cannot absclutely determine

Z 3 s o N £a : W o7 T e T e 1 IR
SR, Berber, Socisl Strstificztion. New -f0ri: HEFCOUI%,
- - - - ==

Brece and World, 1957, p. 264,
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Ny
o~

attitudes =nd knowledge regarding dental health since
the actions of children who are only six to eight vears
of age can hardly be 2ssumed to be indevendent of their

perents! wishes, That is, all of the parents in the sample

are obviously concerned enough with the problem of dental

care to send their children to the dentist, and this in

=

Tself 1ifts them sbove the indifferent attitude o

[N

parents

who do not motivate their children enough to utilize denbal

o

services,

Nevertheless, it is obvious thet differences will
be found within the samnle porents in regerd to the socio-
economic variables of social class, education, &nd/or
income. In view of the sociological findings presented in
the foregoing discussion, these differences can be expected
to result in differences in the attibtudes and knowledge of
the parents in regard to dental health as measured by
Section I of this studv's quesﬁionnaire.T

from a soclological perspective, it could then be

assumed that the differences in the attitudes and knowledge

of the sample parents in regsrd to dental health, will most

TThe researcher felt that both st

ttitudes and knowledge re-
s . B S, : 1 1 o ! SO} oo e .
garding dental health were so closely related that they were
considered as a single dimension in this study. While many
past studlies of a dental nature refer only to the "attitudes’

regarding dental health, the researcher felt that “knowledge

1

regarding dentel health” was equally as imporhant since most
peopleis professed statements acbout dentsal health sre based to
a large extent on their knowledge of what constitubes good oral
hygilene., Moreover, most of the cuestions in the gquestionnaire
such as "bleeding gums sre commonnlace snd can easlly be cured
by not brushing the teeth for =2 few davs’ involve both dental
attitudes and dental knowledge.,




certainly result in differential socialization pavberns
of thelr children in terms of their dental care and
practice,

Let us follow this hypothetical reasoning through
o 2 & ion]

one more step to its logical conclusion Taking into ac-
count the following two very important factors. Firstly,

1t must be remembered that all of the sample children have

svailed themselves equally of dental services so that no

2 e

differences in caries experience of the sample children

can be explained in Terms of the utili ion of dental
services, Secondly, since Baumrind's recently published

«

findings which are discugsed in the Review of the Literature

concluded that oral defects of a so-called genetic nature

l.Ja

can be minimized, differences in the caries experience of
the sample children can be most meaningfully erplained in
terms of envirommental rather than hereditary factors,

It follows therefore, that if sny observed differences
are found to exist in the total caries experience of the

o

sample children, thev would necesserily be related to the

different patterns of socializstion and chnild-rearing

practices with regard to dental health. However, both

C'l

the child-rearing nractices of the parents with regard o

4

dental health, =nd the sctual dental attitudes and know-

ledge of the parents are merely Tunctions of the
O b
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be conegidered prematurely lost 1f the extraction has been
obviously a year or more ahead of tie normal shedding time

or wren the gum is healed over with no sign of the eruption

{

Other Caries: Indicates the number of deciduous

teetn and permenent teeth needing resteoration, An open

czvity will include one in which thre explorer point sticks
and resists withdreawel, or in which softness ig palpabls,

o)

encrel surfaces and developmental enamel imprefection sare

joN

not considered z¢ caries., Where fthere is recurrent decay
in a previcusly restored tcoth it is consider=d asg decayved

only,

B
o)
Fh
o
®
o
b
ol
§

Completely Restored: Indicates the numbe

vous and permansnt teeth completely restored (e.g. a tooth
with both a restoration and & cevity is considered 2s

decayed only.)

d.e.f.: (decaved, extracted, filled), This is

total of the permesnent tcoth caries,




maesng

Slih g

one T esant
18 T ¢

1

moe

e

3y
S 3

1QUT

P
A

=




(2) The chnild must be & nztive of the City of

(3) The child must be in Grades One to Three. (4) The

child must have vicited his dentist for g%t least one year,

Also,
direct

theix

eg Tor longer than a three-month period.
The rivst I irement wes necesssry becsuse thic
srecific age aroup which gqualifies for free dentel

en will hsve © deciduous and permanent teeth.
they are at an age in wiich thelr actions sre
1y influenced by the attitudes and knowledge of
rarents.

The geccnd recuirement or control was necesssry
the shsence of fluoride in @nother city's water supply
sffect the child's caries expsrience, This same rea-

expleins tre fifth recguirement of the cample.
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he policy of restriction

ot

Reguirement (3) refliects

followed by the School D=ntel Clinic, Thet is, only child-
ren in thecge grades are elizgible for free dental care.
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4 sample of Twenty childr

Irom each dentist., The two City Stafi

privete dentists found this quota very hard to fill =s the
controls created extreme diificulty for tire cbteining of a

sample size of any magnitude. Therefore the help of extra
t

size., However, the resezrcher found that scme of

ists' profesced interest in resezreh o
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38

regarding dental health, and a low score indicated the
opposite,
A Chi-gguere test of independence batween the totzl

number of guestions in the guestionnaire and the responses

[

of the entire sample to those guestions showed that no sig-

)
w
o
9]

nificent difference existed in the nature of the respo:

uestions in the guestionnaire, Thet is,

ct
O
®
Q
O
g
O
h
ot
)
O]
(o))
O
W2

the nature of the response gziven to each of the cuestions
was consistently the same, Thus, the internal consisteney
the guestionnaire was verified,

In terms of the second half of the cuestionnaire,

with the exception of sccial class, all independent variables

ot

were recorded by the interviewers under tre appropriate

thod. Occupation was recorded as stated

=
b
>4
)]
DJ
j&V]
s
¢t
[O]
by
[
Q
't
=
<
D
=
®

by the resupondent, and was later translated infto social

class standinz by Blishen's Scale.

Data on Caries IExperience

Data on caries experience for netive Winnipeg

chnildren aged six to eight years, in grades 1 to 2, who

by
+
)
®
o))
O]
]
ct
E_]
1 42]
ot
55}
o
w3
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ot
=
D
Ay
4]
r‘_
m
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1
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had been patients of

collected by dentists and dental hygienists Ifrom both

o

private practice and school dental clinics vetween the

September and December of 1967, With the excep-

-y

montng o

0]

tion of one privete dentist's prectice, all of the children
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Lo

the number of fa2lled aprointments the child
©

©
@

had dvring the last year,

b. the number of cancelled aprointments the child

had during the last year,

the dentist in the last year,
However, the data on appolintments proved impossible to
obtain, as private dentists did not keep as thorough
records on this aspect as did clinic dentists,

A homogeneous group of dentists were originally
chosen to collect the data on caries experience, All were

voung dentists who worked at least part time for the City

3

of Winnipeg School dental clinics, as well as in private
practice., This was an attempt to control for such un-
founded statements as “clinic denbtists might not be as
capable as vrivate dentists’, THowever, this control was
necessarily abandoned due to the limited number of children
in the dentists’ private practices. Therefore, in order

to obtain an adequate sample size it was necessary to
select twenty-five children from private dentists who

4

were Iin no way connected with the School Dental Clinics.

Measurement of the Varisbles

The Questionnaire - Section I, This section of

the interview questionnaire contained 50 stabtements to which

the respondent could answer in terms of five degrees of
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cless of the parents, the more positive will be their atti-

tude =nd knowledge regarding dental health, 1s accepted.

Bypothesis Two: The higher the social class of the parents,
the lower will be the totsl observed caries
experience of the children; thet is, dental
realth will very directly with social class,

=3

ogetner, Taebles II, III, end IV provide a picture

rx
D
e}
th
+
g
@D
&)
%3
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n
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of the total ohserved caries experienc

i‘cj

ren withh reference to social clacss., Teble II depicts the

pering by inspection the mean for each caries classification
by sociel cless, it was apparent the ifferences did ist

hetween the three classes, Although
inconsistent, the mesn d.e.f, for the upper cless children
1,90 =5 compared with 5,74 for the middle cless and

5,82 for the lower class,

Social Wo., of Prem. Crowns Other Completsly d.e.i.
Class Perzsons Lost Destroyved Caries Restored
Upper 21 11, 0.0 45, 96, 152,
0.35 0.0 1.45 2,10 4,90 Mean
Middle =7 13, 1. z5, o6, 155,
.48 0,04 1.20 %,9% 5.74 Mean
Lower 49 bd o 5¢, 1 o
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with the hypothesis was found in Tables III
In Teble III, which depicts the caries

&)}
Av]

coneicstent

experience

Form

observed to increase as the level of sceial clsss decresced,
For example, the mean D, M, F, for the upp class children
was 1,52; 1.70 for the middle class children snd 1.80 for

TARLE III
THE RELA LACE AND THE
Sociel VNo., of Prem, Crowns Other Completely DM, F,
Cless Persons TLost Destroyed Caries Restored

Upper A1 0,0 0.0 21, z26, 47,
0.0 0.0 0.68 0.84 1.52 lMean
Middle 27 0.0 0.0 22, 24, AG
Q. 0.0 0,81 0.8¢ 1,70 Mean
Lowver 4.9 0.0 0.0 41, 46, 88&,
0.0 0.0 0.84 0.94 1,80 Mesn
Table IV shows the incidence of caries for the lower

first permenent molars. Agein, =2

difference in caries experience was noted It
from 2 comparison of the means that the higher
children, the lower will be the mean nurber of

that class,




Social HNo, of Fxamin- Ocelu- Buccal Mesiasl TLost
Class Persons etion sal Fit

Upper 3l 4

6. 1. 9 o

1,48 Q.35 C.29 0.0 0.0
Middle 27 45, 18, 6. 1. 0.0

1.67 0.67 0.22 0.04 0.0
Lower 49 oz, 46, 21, 1. 0.0

1.588 0,94 0.43 0.02 0.0

Mean

Therefore, throughout Tables II, III, =nd IV, which
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pattern was observed. The pattern indicated that the child-
ren oI the upper class enjoyzd the best dental health in

terms of their recording the lowest rate of cari

3
.
0]
n
D
wa
7
e}
O]
3
)
i

ience, Morecver, as the class descended from upper class to
lower cless, & corresponding rise in the mean number of
caries wes evident.

Thus, on the basis of the visusl inspection of

the means, the cothesis that the higher the social class

of tie parents, the lower will be tihe total observed caries

experience of the children is accevted,

In terms of the condition of fluorosis it was

found that none of the children in the sample suffered

from this afifliction, and it was thus abandon=d s &
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ship was significant, the hypothesis that the grester the

income of the parents, the more positive will be their

attitude and knowledge regarding dental heslth, is accepted,

A Phi co-efficient measured the strength of the relation

Hypothesgis Four: The higher the income of the parents,
the 1ower will be the totszl observed
caries experience of the children; that
is, dental health will vary directly
with income,

)

Tables X, XI, and XII together depnict the total
observed csaries experience for the samnle children as

related to the income level of their parents., Table X

cifically shows the caries experience of the deciduous
teeth, Although the mean number of caries for children

of medium income parents shows somewhat of an inconsistent
pattern, it was observed that the mean number of caries of
children of high income »arents was always considerably
lower than that for children of low income parents, The
children of upner income parenbs had a mean of 0,20 for

prematurely lost teeth as against 1,71 for children of

wel

[

o
<t
e

total mean d.e.f. for

-
o}
=
©]
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3
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3
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=
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children of high income parents was 3.53, Tor children of
middle income parents it was 5,77, and for children of

lower income parents it was 6,25, 2lmost twice that of the

children of high income parents.
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THE RELATICHNSHIP E PROFHYLAXIS*
Inééme Disegree Undecided Lgree Total
Hisgh 15, 100% O 0 0% 0.0 0% 1b. 100%

(1.18} 0.24) (2.17)
Medium 52. 817 2o a7  10. 15% 64, 1004
(0,50) (0.68) (0.54)
Low 11, GleyA4 Se 174 12. 48% 28, 1004
(3.89) (2.89) (5.73)
N =« 107
Adjusted X< = 18,790 do.fe = 4 P/ ,00L Pni = 0.419
%The cquestiocn asked wes wmpushing vour teeth yourself has
the same value as dental proﬁnylaXLS or cleaning of the
teeth by & dentist,‘
The correct response to this ection was '"disagree’
An exemination of Table XITI revealed that in all caces
the higner the level of income, the more positive was the
attitude end knowledge with regerd to dental health, For
exemple, none of the hign income pa ents scored incorrectly
on the question 2s compared To 15 per cent of the medium
income parenteg end 482 per cent of the lower income
parents. Substantial observed differences such as this
resulted in the higrly significant ad justed Chi-sguare.
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TLBLE XVIIT

. DECIDUCUS

Education No. of Prem. Crowns Other Completely d.e.f.
Persons Lost Destroyed Caries Restored

Univ, 20 Bo 0.0 11. 43, 57 .
0.15 0,0 0.55 2,15 2,85 Mean

High S, 61 36, Se 90. 227 . 36¢&,

0.5¢9 .05 1.48 3.89 6,00 Mean
Grade &, 20 55, 0.0 4z, 105, 201.

1.83 0.0 1.40 5630 6.70 HMean

Teble XIX shows the incidence of caries experisnce

e

—
O

for the permanent teeth., Again, &s the leve

1Y

G

decreased, the mean number of caries wag consistently observed

b=

. rate for children of University

School educated psrents.

BTN T I,
HLLH‘; TS

PR LY

Ecucstion No, cof Prem, Crowns Cther Completely  D.M.F.
Persons Lost Destroyed Cerieg Restored
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e

The percentage oi incorresct responses alsc veried directly

with the level of educetiocn.

LND ORTFQDONT URE

w

Education Agree Undecided Disagree Total
University 1S, 959 1. 5% C.0 0% 20, 100%
(3.19) (4,52) 0.00

(0.12)

Grade School 9 304 21. 709 0.0 0%  20. 100%
(4,29) (8,68) (0.,12)

e
Q)
et
o
[0}
ot
®
Qu
b
Ay}
1]
0
}._.l
X0

15 d.f. =4 P/ 001 Pai = 0.444

%¥The cuestion ssked was "An torthodontist' is a dentist who
specializes in strzightening teeth."

The correct response for this definition type of

question was "agree" and 95% of the University educated

perents answered in this way, asg compared to ©
the High School educated parents and 30 per cent of the

Grede School educated perents, However, while 5 per cent
of the University educated parents, and 8 ver cent of the

gh School educeted parents were undecided, 70 per cent

[
]S

of the Grade School educszted parents were undecided &s to

the answer, and it wes trnis cell which contributed most

-4

strongly to the highly significent value of the adjusted

Chi-square.

All of trne preceding four Tebles showed 2 distinct
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B 5 SCCIAL CI
I . EXPERT

Previous No. of Prem., Crowns Other Completely d.e.f,
Spc, Class Persons Lost Destroyed Caries Restored
Upper 8 0.0 0,0 Se 22, 27,

0.0 0.0 0.63 2,75 H,37 Mean

Middle 16 2. 0.0 1%. 48, 70,
0.19 0.0 1.19 3.00 4,37 lean
Lower 87 9l. 2. 119. 215, 527.
1.05 0.0% 1.37 3.62 6,06 Mean
Tebhle YYVIIT shows the incidence of caries exper-

ience for the permanent teeth., It was apparent that from
o

the means precented in this Table, no censistent relation-

ship was found to exist between the children's permanent

"
€3
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o
-t
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8
m
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caries experience and their mothe

upper clags mothers as heving the lowest mean

caries®, tre highest mean Ior “completely restored®, and




!

"
[

X9)

O
DO

e O
o

02

GO
i)

leOL/

X8}

Q

O

oo
il

J!

Yy

i

o
)

m
oe

]

87
o

G
o\

'

©
o]

osver

o~
e

®
2

G
WO

-]
1

]
]

b

<9]

W
A}

0O

O

i
fas

e
—




50
O
(@8]
1
-}
o
42 © ] o o
Lo N K. ¢} O 1
OTE (N 42 ! !
@ T
£ ey Lo
G -~ o] oo
v Qs
& w &
[N o) O
! o
n l P TN N i1
4 (@] < e
4.3 O o e 8 L
O - e (D 00 £y
O S O Sarer”
o2
) O
O o
Bl
b ~J
(@] -
@ L5 N . ~~ [
g4 o) O ! 3
ot & W «Q 0
o s g ° O e © wjt
i =] 5 1
o et 3 S T 131
53]
O \
o W
-
o [ <
« 0] I
— 42 £4
1 o [al$] P ~~ N e8]
Ay +2 ° =i o~ 1 o= o~
Gy rds] O X QU
va @ @ @ £3 e -3
o 42 WO QO D O
P 13 — =] N " ]
®» 4 ®
ST e B ! o] oy it
n ) C “ Ko 4 o
K 4 ~ Ul
W o i Ky
2] 1 ] ]
V] o o v L
= =
U s O
g Bl i
i @ | oo
Ko - @
) R &
£ © £




o,
oo

onse to

bl e

rract

Cco

53]

m‘..‘ﬁ

m
W

3

1)

W
s

o

p—y

Coe
I8

h!
)

[N

8]
RS VRS

{
y







experience of the deciduous teetn. Data fell in the direc-
tion hypothesized, 2 a distinct and obvious relationship
was evident sfter observaebly comparing the means for each
ceries clessification. With one minor exception, 1t was
found that Catholic Children had the highest me=an of ceries
experience, Protestants were socmewhatl lower, while Jewish
children enjoyed tre lowest mean rate of caries experience.

Il

For exarple, while the mean d.e.f. for Catholic children

wes 6,96, and 5.79 for Frotestant children, it was only
2.29 for the Jewish children.

AND THE DECIDUQOUS CARIES

Religion HNo. of Prem. Crowns Other Completely d.e.f.
Persone Lost Destroved Ceries Restored
Catholic 24 37. 1. 25, 104, 167,
1.54 0.04 1.04 4,33 6,86 Mean
Protestant 72 ol. 2. 1le., 249, 417 . .
0.71 0.03 1.81 5,46 5,79 Mean -
Jew 14 6o 0.0 2, 24, 32,
0.4% 0,0 0.14 1,71 2,29 Mean

Dats for Table XNXIITI which shows the incidence of

-y

6]
(@7

he permanent teeth, revezaled the same

ct

caries experience for

1

ct

wag observed

thet Cs=tholic children had a mean D, M., ¥, of 2.12, Protes-
h

tant children had 2 mean D. M, F, of 1.8%, as compared
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TARLE XXAIX

Back- No. of Prem., Crowns
ground Perccns Los ‘

Rural 18 0.0 0.0 S.0 12. 2
0

lower First permenent molars. In observing the deate for

this Table,

urban bhackground vere generally found to have &

)
|5)]
I.__l
bt

(g

F

fond
3

{
¢

lower caries experience rete than children with parents o

$

a prural background.
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Together, Teble

total observed caries experience
Terms of their sex, Teble XLIII

s ¥LITI, XLIV,

i}
o]

and XLV devict the
of the sample children in

gpecifically indicstes

the ceries experience of the deciduous teeth. 1In comparing
the meens for each ceries classification by sex, it wes

found thnet with the small exception of the ®crowns destroved®
category, boys always had a slishtly lower caries experience
than girls, The mean d.e.f. for the bcysiin the sample

wes 5,13 28 against 6,24 for the zirls,

.1['_'!‘{‘:‘\;" h

Child'*s No., of Prem, Crowns Other Completely d.e.f.
Sex Perscns Lost Destroyed Caries Restored
Male 62 52, 2. 52. 206, 318,

0.84 0.03 0.95 3.22 5.1% Mean
Female 49 42 1. 84, 179, 306 .

G.86 0.02 1.71 3,65 6.24 Mean

Date for Teble XLIV depicts the incidence of caries

experience for the permanent teeth., It was observed thst
boys tended to have a lower incidence of caries experisnce
for permanent teeth than girls. Although the data was some-
what inconsistent, the mean D, M. P, for boys was 1,65 as
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of the sample child. Taol HILWVII specifically depicts the
caries experience of the deciduous Tteeth. A study of the
data revealed that children of small size families tended
to have a lower deciduous mean caries count than children
of lzrge size families although the converse was true in
terms of the "other cari=s" category Children of small
size families had a n d.z2.f. of 5.49 as compared to
£.08 for children of large families,

lo. of No. of Prem. Crowns Other Completely d.e.f,
Children Persons Lost Destroyed Cariss Restored
Small 86 62, 2. 107, 202, 472,
0.72 0.02 l.24 J.51 5.49 Mean
Large 25 52, 1. 36, 8Z. 152,
1.28 0.04 1.44 GGV 6,08 Mean
Teble XLVIII revnresents the cariss experience Ior
the e rmanent teeth. Dsta in this table showed & pattern
mpletely contrary to that of Table XLVII. Findings
indicated that children of small size families had a higher
permanent mean caries count fthan children of large families,
While ¢ ildren of smell families showed 2 mean D, M. I,
of 1,78, children of large families showed 2 corresponding
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HAPTER VII

EPTILOGUE

This 1

o)

st section of the vaper has becone necessary
as a result of the oral examination in which a numper of
shortcomings and limitations of the foregoing thesis were
brought into focus by members of the committee. These are
essentlally as follows:

(1) The basic assumption stated on vage 27 that 351l childw-
ren in the sample would have had equal ubilization of dental
services clearly is not tensble due to the fact that no con-
trol for utilization of dentsl services was insbtituted for

the children's first five vears of 1ife, As these are the

ences in ceries experience could in fact be the result of

cl

past treabtment or the lack of i

o

(2) The implications conce

-

ning the acceptance or rejection

of hypotheses made on the bha:

]

jS¢]
n

is of merely visual inspection
of the means cannot in any sense hsve the force of those

made on the basis of statistical tests or be imputed as

3]

characteristic of a more general vooulation,

¢

(3) In view of the fact that more than one of the independent

variables were found to be significantly relsted to caries
experience (eg. social class and religion), 2nd in view of

the fact thst no controls were inserted, the conclusions

112




112a

B

2
'

cited in the study must of necessity be more tentative

e

1

than suggested, In other words, no causal relationship
wag established in any part of the study.
(L} The assumption that oral defects of a2 so-colled

genetic origin can be complebtely controlled for,is

Tallacious,
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THE

Depertment of Socioclogzy Winnipeg, Canada

r the gponsorship of the
are, is undertaking e study
en in the City of Winniveg,

s peen selected who will be
sbout their childrens' dental
those that hze been selected.

The study itself is attempting t able
informetion about childrenfs dental neecs e of
services available to them. As & parent, e
contacted in the near fulture by an Interv i1l
ssk you to answer a few cuestiones of grea e Tor
the possidble improvement of Dental Servic . 0D&,

We trust yvou will receive him with courte cperation

411 the informetion which you zive will be regerded
as confidentisl end will be seen by no one except the
research tean,

las L, Rennie,

gor of Scociclogye
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T oy e den - oy 2w N i - S
Neote to Interviewers: Tne wmrson to
Y N - - 2 s K4 o
be the person who makes The decisions
dental nhealth.
DENTAL e RE

. Nunmber
1. 2o 3o

W]
1t
()
P}
E]
|
(]
@)
jo}
®
[ 7
-

D
om
o]
Q
s
Cu
[0
3
t

O
-t

o ®

4, There is no specisal nat
of vour baby's mouth n

m 3

Hy (D

5. There 1g nothing you can do to help vour
child's teething vrocess.

6., Normally there are
teeth,

oD
O
i
1§)]
(@]
},_l
2
<
O
o
n
O
+
o
%)
o
<

7o A child
dentist

&, All childre
9., In general, a child should visit the dentist
sbout once every two years,

10, It mekes little or no differsnce to & child's
dentel heelth whether or not his baby teeth
are cared for because they are socon zoing to
fall out anyway.

11. The proper care of the child's baby teeth
can help to eliminate the need for
tstraightening® his permanent testh later
on in life,
2. A child who has zccidentally broken & permenent
front tocoth should visit the dentist at once.
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"
Je
14, TWhe ing, !
teeth should be brushed,
15,

i,..,!
o
v
- -

T not too importent for young childr
orm the hablt of brushing their teeth regulsrly

l_..l
2
L3
v
B
c
Uy
&
z._l
5

f—t
4]
2y

-

. ILrreguls teeﬁh should almost alwave be

straightened.

19, ere commonplace and can easily
o s PR < S
brushing the teeth icr & few

< T e o - : ? A . . Eaal A ~ LI -
£20. Unhealthy teeth and gums can alfect the other
21 re e Y I <
varts of the body.

2l. It is not Too importent
family to have his own Toothbrush.

mn o
o Ih h

1aY]
>

KT

snould not use 2 Toothbrush until he

is sbout five vezrs old.
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(If the mother is HOT 2 housewife in cuestion 63, Then ash

p—a

guestions 67 and 6&.

67. Mother's snnual income: (1) over 16000
(2} 12000 - 18000
(3} 8000 - 12000
(4) 4000 - 8000
(5) 2000 - £000
(6) under 2000

5

68, Total combined income for both parents if bozh are
working: “

over 416000

12000 - 18000

800C - 12000

4000 - 8000

2000 - 4000

under 2000
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(e sre concerned here specifically with the child in the
e are concerned here specifically with the child In e
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£9, Child's dentist: Yy privete
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