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Introduction.
| In the lattar half of the fourteenth century, an
~era in which the minds of thinking men were perplexed with prof
blems arising from politicsal strife, changing sociasl conditioans,
and inereasing dissatigfaction with the contemporary church and
churchmen, unot thé.leaggfgzinker was the obscure author of
"Plers the Plowman". Living poor and unknown in the bdsy eity
of London, he saw and comprehended, as few men df'the period did,
the evils of his tiﬁe. Perceiving the sickness of society, he
offered the remedy; and the poem in which he critispded the follies
and viees of his contemporaries and pointed out to them the way
of reform, has become of great value to‘us, not only as a work of
. art, but also for the picture which it gives ﬁs of English lifp
in the later middle ages.' |

Concerning the value of this poem as & social and historieal
document, Dr. J.J.Jusserand has written:~ "Hext to the 'Ganterburé
Taies: the peem usually called Piers Plowman is the gregﬁest
literary work‘produced by England during the Middle Ages; and it
was considered so from the first; these two poems being almost
equally populare Fifty seven manuscrifts have preserved for us
_ Chaucer's tales; fbxty five Piers Plowman. This latter work is a
| uniqﬁeimdnumant, mﬁch more singular and apart from anything else
than Chaucer's.maéte:piece, It is more‘thoroughly Bnglish; of
forsign injfuenéeé in it there are but the faintest traces. |

Allegorieal as it is, it gives us an image of English life in the




(2) |
fourtheenth Century of unsurpsssed vividness. If we had only
Chaucer, we should know muchvlessf Chaucher is at his best when
deseribing individuals; his portraits are priceless. The

' authdr of Piers Plowman concerns himself especially with classeé
of men, great political movements, the general aspiretions of
the psople, the improvem%nts neceséary in each class for the
welfare of the natiogf . Contemporary events and the lessons to
be deducted from them, the hopes, anxieties, problems, and
sufferings occupying his compatriots' minds, are nevet far’frdm
his thoughts; plague, storms, French wars, questions of labor
and weges, bishops becoming royal functionaries, power of
Gommons end the king, duties of nobles, the priest, the workmen.
He does not describe fhem simply to ahd'picturesque tou?hes;
but to express what he feela, end show how the nation should be
governed and be morally improve&, He is not sbove his time, buti
of it; he is not a ciézeﬁ,of Epe‘world,'but'a'thorough going
Englishman, and nothing else¥”

s o ’
> Jusserand.J.J. "Piers Plowmen Controversy" /‘ch.jf
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Chapter 1. Poeﬁ -= The Bhree Texts.

The poem reslly consists of two distinet parts. The
first was originslly known &s the Vision of Piers Plowmen. In
this are contained the visions of the Field Full of Folk, Holy
Church, the marriasge preparations and trial of Meed, the |
Repentance of the Seven Deaély‘Sins, and the Setting out of the
pilgrims in gearch of St. Truthe In this last vision Plers

- the Plowman appears, as.the only one who knows the way to Truth.

The title of the secoad part of the poem wes et first
"¥isio ejusdem de Do-wel, Do«bet et Do~best? and is an sccount
of the Dreaner's search for the three. "But the two pbrtions'
were aubsequently treated as constituting one long Book;_ahd
the neme ‘iiber de Petro Plowmen® was conferred upon the whelefZ

| There are still extant, forty five manuseripts of the
_ poem, "and from a comparison of these, it is evident that it
tekes five or six distinct shapes, of which some are due merely
to confusion, or to the carelessness of the scribes; still after
all allowances for such causes of variation have been made, it
is elear that thres of the shapes are due to the suthor himself,
It is certain'that he altered, added to, and re-wrote the whole
pdeﬁ,‘not once only, but twice. ---== Let us casll the three
forms of the poem, &s at differeat times cpmposed; the 4 text
B. Text and C texty’ |

e ’ o T
T Skeat. ™iers the Plowmen® P, V111 ~ Jbid p. 1X
Ulosrdon Pross. 1286 -
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Cojcerning the re-writing of the poem, Mr. Manly disagrees with
the foregoinge Ee-believés, and bringswférth many points in
support of_his theogy, that the three texts are the work, not 5?
one mang, but of five%}that the three authors of the 4 text had
no share in the B text, and that the author of the B text, in his
turn, had no part in the writing of the G text. It would be
impossible in a:wnrk:éf this ;ature to give any“suecinet'aecount
bf tha'Aaignmants which have been sdvanceé in favoi of both
theories of authorship; all that can be said is that the qﬁestion
is still unsettled, and each side has many supporters.

But whatever view one holds concerning the authoréhip

of the poems,; all agree that there are three distinct versions

"of the poem, and continue to csll them, the & , B, and C. texts,

The A text is thought to have been written sbout the
yeer 1362, and contains sbout 2567 lines, = "In it the Vision of
Piers the Plowman, and the Vision of Do-Wel, Do-bet, and Do-best

. are kept quite distinctf@‘ln the confession of the Seven Deadly

Sins, Wrath is omitted
The date assigned to the B text is 1377. This Vision
which contains 7242 lines is three times theilenghh of the first,

- and is considered the best of the.three. The confession of Wrath,

and the famous feble of the rat-parlisment are asdded. The
distinetions between the Visions of Piers Plowman, and Do-wel,

Do~bet, and Do~best are not =o careful.

@ Menly, Prof.J.M. "Piers the Plowman and its Sequence"” Pj:ﬂ{4¢.4@/J‘
- ) "2 Gl' dry > i.tm «
_@ Skeat. "pPiers the Plowman"/\ Intro P.1X. . 4 %/’ Fryhst ‘

. ‘d/m/m W-/?l’é'
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The date of the G, text is thought to be gbéut 139¢ 6r later§
"It contains additions snd revisions msde st verious periods
later than 1380". This 1s of still grester length then text B.

The 4. text consists of a prologue to both parts, and eight
and three passus reapectively?yin all, Y867 lines.

The B. text has & prologue and seven pessus te the first
vision; & proiogue.tb egch of the three sabodivisions of the |
second péit,‘and six passus to Do~wel, three to Do=bet, and
one té Do-bests in &ll, the'seeené division of the Be text

contains three prologues and tégkpassusf%

The C. text contains ten psssus of Plers the Plowman, Seven

of Dowwel, four of Doebet, and two of Do-best; & total of

. . Pasec? : 1
twenty-three,and no prologues.”

Skeat. W.W. "Plers the Plowman® Aote-Lon Fuss./706- PyXl,
"‘bi& . i ' . : quq
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Chapter 1l. miiiam Langland,
(a) His Name.

_ l‘ith the guemtion of the authorship of "Piers the
Plowmsn® still undecided, it would be useless to attempt &
blography of the poet. It must suffice to ‘say that, antil
s few years ego, he was glweys accepted as one Williem
' Jengland or Lengley. His neme was comcluded to be such
from & few internsl and external references. Ia more than
one place in the. peem the asuther ref ers to himself gs "Kill"'
and once he aays ‘e

"I have lyued in :umaw guod X "My neme is Longe Wille"
( B.PassJXV o L. 143)

ihere seems to be no paint to the st'a@;nent that he "lives in
londe™ unless he int‘en&q& by this _mems to give a elue %o Iiis
neme. Ia one of the mﬁlin-m, in a haz;&wﬁting of the 15th |
century, there is & note in Latin, which, after referring to
"Pager wiliielmi de I.angloi&&" states that "Willielmus fecit
librmn qui voeatur Perys Ploaghmam " "&gain, in a ¥8.
belonging to Lord Ashburnhem, is an _e_;w___]_g__ note to the effect
that *némre, or Williem langlend mede pers ploughman'",l .

Y

( b) His I.ifeo
Qheugh we accept the poem a8 the work of one man,

and thet man the traditionsl Williem Lengland, any sccount
we csn give of his life must De supp&sitional'

I

1 Skeat, W.¥W. "Piers the Plowman® Hiwndon Auss./226  Pe XLV
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and based On very little real evidence. "No outaide sllusiea

‘of any importgnce, save that of tradition tells us who the

WA=\

writer wase We gather his biogrephy, 1f it cen be cslled so,
from his wdrk".{/ | |

| &% the time of writing the B. bext, the suthor was fortye
five years of sge, and thersfore must have been bOrn sbout 1332,
probsbly st Cleobury Mortimere His father and his friends put |
him %o schooleepossibly in the monsstery at Great Melvernws,
made & clerk or scholar of him, and taught him what Boly writ
meante > | N |

"Whan ich yong wes” quoth ich "Many yer heanes,

My fader and myvfren&es founden me to scole,

Tyl ich _wiste wyterliche whet 'holy wryt menede,

And whet is best for the body as the boke telleth,

4nd sykerest for the soule by se ich wolle continue™s |
(Piers Plowman, Cepass.Vl. 11 .36-39).

In 1862 he wrote the 4 text of the posm,which version
he describew ss having been pertly composed in May, whilst
he was wandering in the Mslvera Hillse. It wes probably not
long sfter this that he went to live in vndkﬁon; there he
lived in Cornhill with his wife Kitte and his dsughter Calote
for many yearse L , |
»Thas ich sewaked, got wot whann ickh wonede in Cornhulle,
Kytte and ich in & cote clothed as & lollere
And lytel y~lete bysleyue me for sothe
Among lollars of London and lewede héz;emytes".' o
’ (Piers Plowman, C.pese.Vl. 11, 1=4).
Burrel, Arthar. "Plers the Plowman™ P.XVe
Skest., "Plers the Plowmen®effinsm fuas /rob. P.EV11l & X1X.
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"yl the day dgwed this damaiseles daunced
Thet men rongen to the resurexion and right with that I waked

4nd cslled Kitte ny Wyf and Kslote my dsughter”,
(">, The P.", Cipass XXle 1le424=6)

In the C. text, written at some time after 1390, the
poet presents himself (apparently) as having lefit London, and in
the commencement of Pgssus V1. giﬁes us seﬁetal particulears
concerning himself, wherein he alludes to his own tallaess,
saying that he is too “long"™ to stoop low, 4

*Certes" ich se&aa "and so god me helpe,
mIeh amfﬁo wailk to ﬁorcﬁe‘with éykél other with sythe,
4nd to long, lefy me, lowe for to stoupe

To worchen as & workeman eny whyle to dure.”
, ("P, the P. C.pasSs.Vl. 1lle22e5}

He»has'also some remarks concerning'the'sons of freemen which
‘imply that he’himself»was the son of & franklin or freemans
- PPor shold no clerk be crouned bote yf he y~come were
._ 0f frenklens esnd free men énd of folk ywedded."” _
| ("B, the B.". C.pess V1. 11.55%)
‘He hed probably ﬁakgaxminor ordefs. The supposition that he
was married explains why he never rose in the Chureh., He esrned
& precarious living &s & chentry priest. i
WAn& yut fond ich neuere in faeith sythem my frendes deyden
'Lyt that me lyked bote in thes longe clothes. \' |
Y£ ich by labaﬁré ghould iyaé and lyflode deseruen,

7 Skeat, W.W. “Piers the PLOWMEn" Hecmin /iw /704 BeXlEs
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Thet lsbour that ich lerned best ther with lymwe ich sholde;
~4nd ich lyue in Londone and on Léndege bothe,
The lomes that ich lsbeurs with and lyflode deserue

¥é *pater noster’ and my primer *placebo’ snd '&irige’
And my sauter~some tyme snd my seuwene pealms. ‘

Thus ieh synge for hure soules of suche 88 me helpen®,
(Eiera Plawman, Cepase V1l 11.4&#4&9

Lestly, in the poem of 'Richard the Rodeloss' he
describes himself as being 1n Bristol in the year*1399. when

‘he wrote his last poem, This poem is short, existe only in one
menuseript, and terminates abruptly in the middle of = page, 80
1% is quite possible that it was never finished. This is the
lest trece of him, and he was then probsbly about sixtyeseven
years of age, 80 thet he may not have lang snrvivai the

acceasion of Henry 1v./

, (G) His Iaeals.
But if we know s0 little of the life of Langland, we
know his idqas and fdeals from his poems, ?But hgwsve: muck
the reader mai'regret that the personal records of s writer

80 remarkeble should be s0 mesgre and obseurs, no one who has

studied ﬁis work in itsé;f can doubt that he wes & man of
profound religious coaviction; that, by force of character
and intellect, he was gualified to form s right judgmeat of man

/] Sheats WoW, "Piers the PLoWman® .., .. faces . /70b. P.X1X.
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| and society; that experience had acquainted him "@gith the
minutest &eta,ﬁé of the life which he de,séribe&'.'/ With th?e“'

 eye of & critical student of human nature, he gem the vices
of his contemporsriess with the heart of s reformer and a
devout Christien he wished to see these vices a;menae&.
wBefore middle life, William, like Dente, had 'reéégnizc& that
the worlé, was out of jeint!-“ '!he too lookeé. with longing fer’
the deliverer who should set it right........he too 112”03«1 up

" his voice in warning and menace, before the great and mighty

of the earth, before princaa and priests; he 00 held up &
mirror to the world in which it saw both %8 own image snd
the ideal to which 1% had grown fa:tthless' 1 “

1 eeunhope,w/ "4 history of English Postry™. Yolile chap. & Ped6Y
% ten Brink, Be "mgnsh Litera‘kure"?/l 7 #eA L7 Ghepe 777 Be 353
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Chapter 1ll. Poem ss a social document.

Po stndyvriers Plowmen as & social document, it will be
necessary to deal with the poem under seversl hesdings; for im
it the vices 0f the times are personified, customs and
institutions are eriticized, and classes of men are censured or
exhorted to reforms In thefffiéld full of folk®' neerly every
class of soeciety is represented,and changing scenes bring their
aifferent people to be described, questions to be discussed, or
abuses to be condemneds “This poem pictures the sociel,
politicel and religions 1ife of the later 14th Century, but the
suthor does not write as s chronicler like Salimbene, or as &n
artist like Chauesr, but es an ideslist and socisl reformer,
whoge ressea for writing wes not té’&escriba tha'outward'
pagvantry of life, but t0 give expression to his own discontent

| with things as they were, and to urge men to live 11£s»hetter"!'

To Langland, the chief evils of the age were the gree&
of the upper classes and the laziness of the lower; the loss of
faith in true religion, and lack of sincerity. He thought that®
bishops and prelates were failing in their duty, and that the
Church was hmaaz?ea by her wesith, The impression of the time
gathered from Lenglsnd's writings is not ao much one of
material suffering @s of socisl unrest and discontent. "Qhe »
Bigland ef Langland is bitter, discontented, and sulleh. It 18
the popular answer to the class prejudice and reckless greed of

the lords and gentry“f;

i 7, Werren, Kate, "The Vision of Plers Plowman®. P //

’g,ﬁéut. TR, *phe Political History of England”s Vol 1ll. ChdXPel/2//
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Cheps 11l. (a) The seven deadly sins and trial of Meed,

Among the most notable passages of the poem are those

which deseribe the prépatations for the merriasge, and the trial
_of Meed, snd the confession of the Seven Sins at the presching
of Reason &nd Repentance., M. Jusserand has called The last
"The general confession of England at the time of the Plantagonatsﬂéi
Miss Warren desoribes it as s "Buthless reveletion of the seamy "
side of human nature in the 14th Century®. "Phe sceme Of the
confession before Repentance is a piece of true comic drame in
which the charactiers are no personificgtions, but living Eaglish
peasants and mechaniesfjg The description of the costume of
Meed indicates the thiavagance of dress of the women of the daye

wpurfiled with pelurs, the finest upon erthe,

&ncrounaﬁg with & corone, the kyng hath non better.

Fetislich hyr fyugers were fretted wAth gold wyre,

And thereon red rubyes, as red as any gledes

ind Disments of deirest prys and double manere safferes,

Orientales and ewsges enuenymes 10 deStroye

Hire robe was ful riche; of red scarlet engreyned

With ribanes of red gold, and of riche stones;

Hire arraye me rauysshed, such richness sam I neuere”
' ‘ ?Piers Plowman Be Pessell. 11 9c17)

' Fur was one of the mos%t faéhionable trimmings for garments.

el At
1 Jussersnd. &ed.J, "A Literary History of the English Peoyle" Che // Pe3%6

Warren. K&te, “&he ?isien of Piers the Plowman®™s Pe

%, Praill, HeDs "Sooisl Bnglend®. Vol.lle Chaps Vi. Pe226e
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' wPeronelle proudesherte™ or Pride; the first of the Seven Sins to
_ , s P :
; .

repent, is prayed by Resson "Her purfyle to lete®, slso Hesson
"Wernede Watt his wyf was to blame, | |
| | Thet hire hed was worth halue & mark, his hode nought Worth
| & grote"s ("B the P" B pass V. 11 30351
The gaily dressed, bold faced woman of the time is here .
typified as reronelle,'& neme which had beceme praverbial of her
clasg.> This extravagance in dress was not limited to the wumen,
but fur-trimming was also uaga by mgn. This was the age in which
the Order of the Garter waé inétitute&; iaaulting-in spleandor
of retinuess English soldiers were noted ia France end in
Scotland for the brave?y of their sppsrels In the field full of
folk, there were some ﬁho ‘ ‘»
wputten hem to pruyde, apparailed hem thereafter.

In contensunce of clothing, comen disguised™s
("P the P" Be Pro. 1l 35-24}

Holy Church tells the dreamer that phis gailg'aressed women
wwommon 80 worthily attired™ is Meed or Bribery, who has caused
her mueh,&nnoyance¢ ihenfoilows an sccount of thefpiaple améng
~ﬁhem'brihery»ie genersl, and the complaint that'Mae& has,
»Bilowan hire to lordes, that lawes han to kepe

ﬁ* - In the popris paleys she is pruye as myself". o '
. _ . ("P the P", Be p88S.2¢11.3

Next ceme the vision of those assembled for the wedding of
Meaa and Falshood. There were knights, clerks and "other comune

'people", jarars, summoners, sheriffs and their clerks.

1 "Piers the Plowman®, B. Passus V. l.26.

4 Skest, W.W, "Plers the Plowmen®, Waudo Wuer. (70b  R127.
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beadles, bailiffs, mekers of bargains, foregoers, victuallers
and 'sdvocates of the arches®s "I can nought rakené'the rount
that rgn sboute Meede". ("P.the Ps® B pass. ll. 1;61)

But those among whom bribery was most'eommon were Simony, Civile
law and Court Jurors., The former two consented, for silver, to
say whatever Flattery and Falsehood wished, Thenfollows &
description of the evils théﬁ will follow the union of Reward
end Fslsehood; pride, despising of peverty, defasming, bo&ﬁting;v
bearing false witness, slandéring, scorning end scolding,
&isobediencé-to the ten commandments, eavy, wratih, strifeg
usuryfand theft., To witness the gift of Flattery to Meed snd
Félaehoéd,}there W&ré§'$ pardoner, s beadle, & reeve, & miller,
and meny others. When @ﬁgology objected to the merriage on the
grounds that Meed (here identified with lewful reward) was &

isyden of gea.w‘ and should rightfully be allied with Truth,

_civilgulangconsenta& to refer the matter to Wbstminster, but

Simony and the Notaries refused their coansent until they hsd
been bribed. AT Westminster, Meed was courtecusly"receivaa.,

"Qhey that wonyeth in Westmynstre worsehiped hir glle"
("P.the P." B. pass. 111, 1. 12)

Justices ceme to promise her their helps. She thanked tham}ana

distributed gold, silver and jewels; clorks ceame to comfort her,

and she promised them advancement and titles no matter how
1gnoiant they were.
"Shall ho -lewdnesse lette the leode that I louye,
That he ne worth first suanced for I am biknowen

Phere konnyng clerkes shul elokke bihyndel? '
‘“P.the P‘ﬂ BoP&ﬁSﬂs 111l. 11, 32-4.,
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A confasser, coped like a friar, absolved her af any sin she
might ever have committed, and asked only a small gift far himself
and & stained glass window for his church. Hercthe poet 1nserts
two or three lines bon&emning the ostentatious custom of glazing
of windows for the chapels of the friars' for, "It was usual to
introduce portraits of the banefactors, in steined glass"/’

"Ac god to alle good folke, sueche grauynge defendeth,

To wryten.in_wyndowes of eny wel dedes,

On auenture pruyde be peynted there énd pompe of the world"

50 cm 0 5 0t 40 1 B e e ot e a0 o 9 00 0 < 0 o i 45 50 9 Bk 1
"For-thi I lere yow, iordesvleuﬁhh suche werkes,
'ma writen in wyndowes of yours wel dedes,
Or to greden &fter goddis men when ye delen doles?
("P. the P? B. pass 111 64-66. 69-71)
Then he censures the mayors, ‘the mediators between the king'and
the common people, who, on aceount of brihes.fail}to»keep the
laws and to puanish those who harm the poor. Among those who ajiould be
on the pillory‘are breweré,rbakers and cooks; \
"For thise aren men on this molde that moste harme worcheth
“To the pore people that parcel-mele buggen¥
| | (P, the P¥ B pass 111. 1 80-81)
For they poison peOpla by selligg bad food, and grow rich by selle
ing at retail after baying cheaply from the wholesale dealer: '}
“Phe frauds and adulterations of the ’régraters' were & constaant

gource of annoyance and wers continnaily being complained ofyX

L Skeat.W.W. "Piers the PLoWmAN" (fiwrston friss /705, Pel20
1 Ibdd | | - Ps121
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But, oomplains the poet, they g0 unpunished, for the mayors have
been bribed to abet them. In the trial, when conscience is asked
by the king if he will marry Meed, he refuses, end in a long
gspeech enumerates the evils in the realm of which she (Bribery)

id the causees Through her, wives &aand widows become wantens, f

ghe has dethroued & king, she poisoans popes and impairs the church,
'ghe is common to &ll, %o priests, lepers, minstrels, jurors and
summoners. She causes men 10 ljose their lands and their lives,
jéilers aré bribed to let the false and the criminal escape from
prison, while true men are caught and bound fast. When Peace
came into Parliament‘anﬁ'presanted the petition against wrong,lin
giving an sccount of the doings of Wrong, she described the
practices of a bend of mesn from whom the lower classes suffered
many sbuses. Wrong ie represeatative of the epprassiva body of
men known &8 the King's purveyors. The peasgantry often complained
bitterly of them, accusing them of taking things by~violenee.1
These men'accompainad the King in his travels, and for ten leagues
.an,aach‘sidelthe rosd they requisitioned,foed gtuffs and
sppropriated carts. There were atatutes against forced loans,
which demended that everything should be paid for. But the
purvaydrs ighorea these, seized the best provisions, cheated.the
people by false measuremsnt and usuelly psaid only with promises.
70 add to these evils, meny impostors gave out that they were
King's ofiiciers. Many ecompleaints were made against them:, and
and statuteafwere passed requiring them %o meke just payment, but
with little regult. s oo e -

| This passage is quoted in connection with Ayariee. P, 43

| . 1 Ska&‘ﬂ W.W. /”,,dta/m ,{twrgfamaéé /)’ MM% ;/m/ MIY?%/I//
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| _ (17) , |
Peace complained that among other ahd worse crimes, Wrong had
seized his geese and pigs, had taken his horse and had not returned
him, had prevented him from getting = g&od prigve for his wares st
the fairs; he broke his barnedoors and seized his wheat, and

"I dar noughte for fere of hym fyghte me chyde"
("P. the PY B pass 1V. 1 5.) |

becsuse Wrong had beaten Peace and hired men to murder his

servants.

Jusserand Jede "English Wayfaring Life" Xthh. Gentury Part. l.

Chapt. 11 P. 91 & 92.
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- As the passages coneerning lMeed shew chiefly the corruption of the

official classes, just so, those dealing with the Seven Dea&ly
Sins and the search for St. Truth depict the faults of the poor;
the chief being, to Iangland's mind, that of idelness‘

“;ssage is not to give an artistic

The poets purpose in this',
description of the Seven Sins, this is aﬂleans to an end, the
end is a statement of the econpmical and social problems of his
day.:j tPride! the first of the sins to rapent is considerea
tha worst and the cause of many. of the ev1ls which afflict the

»realm. 'Reason in his arraignment of the people in the fiald

¥Preued that thise pe&tilenees were for pure synna,

And the southwest wynde on Satar&ay at euene o '

Was perticha for pure pry&e and for no paynt elles.

Piries and plomtrees were puffed to the erthe,

In ensample, ye segges ye shnldaano the bettere.
Beches and brode akes were blown to the grouade,
Qarnea vaard her tailles in tekoaynga af rede,
That dedly synne at doomesday shal fordon hem alle"

("Pa the P" B. pasa v1 15-260

wIt 1s Singulsr thet Pride is the only vice which williem
Personsifies by arfetmale. He doubtless does so with perticuler

referenee ta extravagance in dress, to rapress which a special

—

statute wes, passed in 1363+ 2

Chambers R.We. "piers the Plowman“contrevarSy“ P. 13

T
1 Skeat W.W. "Wm. Langland's Piers the Plowmen” Vol 11 B.72
Maw/na(m Preso. 5%6.
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"In the G. texf-'however; is & long édditiohal'paééage‘(ll 14;52)
which the confession of Pernel Proudheart is supplemented by thet
of a male example of Pri&e ef., P xx11l 557“}
Phese lines which, in the C text are the seeond example of Priﬁe,
form, in the B taxt part of the deseription of Haukyn the active
" men whose eoat is spotted by wordly sin. o
The eanfession of Lust is & very short one in the two aarlier
| texts- "ghe poets ehief Warning is directed against getting drunk
s upon & Saturday, when work wes over aooner than other@&ays as it
wes the sve. of Sunday”g‘ |
Ehen came Envy.
'"clothea in & courim&nry, I eauthe it a@ghte &isereue
In Kirtel an& Knurteby and & knife bi his syde

Of 8 freres frock were. the forsleuel" '
(2. the Po“ BtP&Sﬁ V. 11 79*31’

ths last line may have reference to the trouble betwean the ‘
£riars end tha seeular elergy.‘ Ehe friars,ha& sadly fallen
away from the high 1deals of service and peverty whieh B
animated the first members of the ar&er, and weravnow usnrping
many of the privileges.oi the seQular clargy. This esulted

in envy and strife within the chureh. The rest of the passage :
mey be taken as depieting the evils mhich envy causes smoag

men generally. and especislly emong tradesmen.

K/W/WW /Ylfé
1 Ska&t. W.H, "William Langlands Piers the Plowman® Vol.. ll. 2.72

4 Toia, " ¥ol. 11. B.8L
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o434 chy&yng and ef ehalangyng wes his chief lyflode

With backbitynge and bismer and beryang of fals. wdtnesse"
("P. the P.” B.pass.V. L1 88+9

‘Envy rej@iced in the misfortunes of his neighbours; he mede
them lose money hy the lieﬁ he told about them to lor&s; ,
he turned their friends to foes. Through the quarrels that he
‘esused among people both li#es and limbs were lost; He wes
0pen1y~eourteous to those who were strongar than he, but;

*Hedde I the maystrye and the myghte ga& wote my wille"
(*P, the P. B. pass V. L 103)

In.ehnrah when he should. pray for the peaple gnd the pilgrims,he
called &own.misfortune on the heads of those who robbad him of
& few cheap erticles. KHe grudge& his neighbors their'new‘
elothewm, and wept if they haa gaod fortune. 1If &ny~one |
reprove& him he hatad him ever aftera He wished everyane else

were his ser!ant. ,
"Eor who-=s0 hath more than I that angreth me sore

Anﬂ thus 1 1yae~loneless lyke & lather dogge

That a% my body bolleth for bitter of my. galle" o
("2. the P. pass. Ve 1l. 117-9)

When told by Repentance to be sorry, far sorrOW*for ains was
the saul's salvation, he replie& that hn "was sorry,
"he was seldom otherwise”
*And that maketh me thos megre for I ne may me venge.
Amonges bargeysas have I be dwellynge at Lon&oun
4nd gert baekbiting be & braeonre to blame mennes ﬁare
Whan he solde and I noughte, thanne was I redy
To lye and to loure on ny nbighbora and to lakke his '
ch&ff&re. ("P. the P". ‘B. pass.V. 11 128~1a;)




‘church of the fourteenth centUry; and ﬁi1l be déalt with uhder‘

(21)

The confessions of Wrath, who wss onee’ a;ﬁtia;; and of‘Slpth;
who is & parson, belong to the‘diScdésion of the‘vicesvof thev
another heading. "Avarice ... affords a pioture-of the regrater";£_
Avarice pleads guilty to all the tricks of dishonest trade

"First I lerne& to lye a leef other tweyne,

: Wikkeﬁlich to weye was my furst lessoun .

v@o Wy and to Wynchestra I went to the faire, N

With nuny menere marehanaise as my maiatre me highte'

Ne had the grace of gyla ygo amnnge my ware,

It had be vnsolda this seuene year 80 me god help

- (#P, the P. " B. pass V. 1ll. 205‘8)

Then he learned the art of stretching out cloth until ien er ﬁwalve
yaras measured thirtaen. His wife, tco, made cloth and

"She spak to syyﬁnesteres ta spynnen it oute. | _

As the pounde that she paid by poised & qaarteroun mere,

Then myne owne auneere who=-so waygheﬁ treathe. e
(P. the P. "B. pass V. 11 216»8)

She was also an alewife‘ ‘The erW1ng business wes carried on

chiefly by women who retaile& their own, hrew. " It was reckaned

‘Praill H. D "Social England™.

a low calling, and woe to the alewife who infringed the 'assize
of beer' Aiter repeated fines she stcoi in the pillory'at Wastn
ahepe, where the beer &ringng mob would probably not be very
mez&&f&l to her._,

Chambers R.W. "Piers Plowman Qpntroversy ‘ 2.15.

 Yol. 11. Che Ve P.2634
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‘THe thought of possible punishment does not seem to have

deterre& "Rose the regrater” from mixing poor ale with the good,
and from giving short measure, for Averice says

Weeoedt cam in cupmel this crafte my wyf used. "
“(r. the P." Be pass Ve 1 225)

Avarice also practised usury. Tyough condemned by Canon law,
usury was familiar to most places, and not least to the Papal
Courte The friars soon pecama the wofst offendersg; Averice con~
fesaes the he clipped 2522;3 snd then lenf them for pledges which
he hoped would not be redeemeé, he obtained many manors threugh
his customers being in arrears of payment, &an and “In his dealings
with knights, used to buy silk and cloth from them at & sufficiente
1y cheap rate, an and he now ironically calls his customers mercers
and drspers whopéfer paid anything-for their_apprentieesh:l;p“;i

"] lerned amcnge‘humﬁardeé'and Iewes & leasoun, |

Po wey pené'with 3 §338 end pare the heuyest,

4nd lene it for loue of the orosse to legge & wedde and

and lese 1t." ("P.the P." B.pess Ve 11 24254).

"] haue MO moneres thorw reages than thorw miseretur et

B comodate™ ("Pe the Pes™ Bs pass Vo 1] 246)e
ﬁyarice,the,ragrataxand-ésnrer, dia not‘knnw'whét it was to have
any pity on poor mea and neighbourly cherity wea far from his
hearte It is the poets opinion that usurers and regraters should

not be enframehised in spite of any bribes

Coulton G. Ge "Chaucer and Eis England. fopx %

Skeat We We “ﬁilliam.nanglands Piers the Plowmsn."”  Vol. 11 PeB6e
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YHit is noght semly forsoth in eyte ne in borwton,
‘Phat vesurers other regratours for eny kynne gyftes,

Re fraunchised for a free man and haue & fals name,"
("P, the P.". C.pass. 1V.ll.112-14)

But alasi Usury still continues to be one of the vices of the age,
for Meed the Maid is &ll poweriful, and
",..ssthe meyre hue by-souhte"
:Of alle suche sellers suluef to take,
Other presentes with~out pans and other pryueye gyftes,
And haue reuthe of the regratours that han ryche hondes;
Loue hem for my loue qnath this lady Me&e,

And sofire hem som time to sulle agens the l&we:
: ("P. the P.", C.pass 1V. 1l. 115320)

The confes31on of Gluttony is very notable for the picture it
gives of the life of idle workmen, ana of ftaverns in the léth
Century. There were meny taveras of iil repute and it was
commanded by law to close them at curfew "Because such offenders
&s aforesaid, goihg about by night do cthonly resort and ﬁavev
their meetings an&'hold~their evil talk in these taverns more
than alséﬁhera,'and there do seek for shelter, lying in walt and
' Waxching their time td do misehief.“jjlt~was for fear of such
&angers that sheriffs snd bailifis were obliged iﬁ the Views of
Erankpledge, to require the men in their bailiwiek to ééy upon
oath whet they kneW "of such s continually hsunt taverns, and
no man knoweth whencéAthey cdme, of such ss sleep by day and watch

by night, eat well and drink well, and h&ve‘nothings"_gz

- -

ijusserand, Jod. "English Weyfaring Life". X1V. Century® Part.l
. L /2?7 Ghapslls Peld3
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ihe taverns thenlmnst haﬁé‘been an impoitanﬁ factor .in the idle
life of many of the laboring classes. It‘waa in them that all
classes congregated, and spent meny long hours in gossiping, |
quarrelling, gambling and drinking. ¥ We know the fine picture
1 of_a tavern in the 1l4th Ceafury which iangland has leff use With
&8 much épirit as Rabelais he brings us into the presence of the
tumultous scenes which pass at the ale house, to the discussions,
the quarrel, the big bumpers, the intoxieation whiehvinsuea: we
see every face, we distinguishb the.sound of voices, we remark the
~ course beh&viour, and one might almost take part in thet strange
assembly where the hermit meets the cobbler, aad the nGlerk of the

—

ehurch", e & bend of cut-purses snd bald headed toothedrewers®s

¢lutton, on his way to chruch, turned aside st the invitation of

i~

gverns There he found &

:%

Beton the brewster, snd weni inte the ;

gey throag; men

")religions orders mingling with laborers of ell

sorts snd women of ill«reputea

"Sesse thevsywestra»sat on the benche,

e the warynarc anﬁ his hus wif dronke,
Thomme the tynkere and tweye oI hus knanes,

Hicke the hakeneyman and Houwe the nelde_hi_, |

\ claryce of cockeslane the clerk of tha ehurehe,

) Syre Eeers af Prydie an& Purnel of Plaunares,’_wlw
An Haywarde and an herenyte the hangman of Tyborne,
Dauwe the dykere with & doaen harlots

of portours and of pykeporses and pyle&e toth»dr&wers

~ - . 3 ' - o '
Jussergnd J.J. "English weyfaring Life XITth Century Part 1 .
' ‘ - Chap. 11. P¢154.
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’.A.'ryhiiﬂar-and's ratonerva rakéré ana hus knéﬁa,
A roPere and a re&yngkynge and Bose tha disshere,

Godafray tha garleknmongere and Griffyn the Walish" P
(P. the P.“ C. pass V11 11 565-373).

N - Then follows & passage aeseriptive of the gambling and
Jangling with whiah the revellers whilad‘&way the hourses Cloment
the cobbler put up his ol@kq‘fer sale; Hicke the Hackneyman off-
ered his hood for it: they chose deputies who tried to make &
bargein,but who could not agreq,\anﬁ Robyn the roper had to be '
‘oallad in &g umpiree If either~of the disputants drew back
he was to be fined @ gallon of alee Then |

- "Ther was langsng & lekeryng end ‘'let go the eoppa. '

Baragynes and beuereges by-gunne to aryse,
And setyn so til erus@ng'rang and songe vmbwhyle,

7?41 Gloton hedde lobbs& & gellon and & gylles”
% ("P., the P."™ C. pass V11l 11 394~7}

Besides the sin of Spenqing his aaysvin ‘idleness and baiaterous
‘rioting , eating and drinking until he hed to be carried home to
bed by~h.~;@ife end daughter, Gluttoa confesses to the sin éf
-swearing;éﬁa?a‘swearing was extremely common"l .

'When he turned sside to the tavera m

"Thanne goth Glotoa yn and grete~othes aiters
("P.the?.“ Co pass VII 1 561)

anﬂ in his confession to Repentance he saia
"o the, god, ich Gloton gulty me yelda
Of my trespas with tunga ich cen nsuht telle how ofte,
Swaren 'thy saule and thy—sydea' and Yso help me, god
{7 | almyghtyl ° |
» Whan that no ned was meny tyme falsliche.”
("P. the r." C. pess VII 11 425-8.)

Skeat We W.V"William Langlanﬂs "Piers the ?lowman.A Vol. 11.Pe93s
d/mdm ﬂ/\w (756 - :
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Chepter 111 (b} "The Merriage Question™.
One of the serious problems of the 14th Century was the merrisge

questions Eof very slight ceuses marrisges could be declared

illegel, and yet children could pledge themselves anfl their

property to each other for life, without the conseant of.their
parents, and without any 1@331 ceremonye. No legislation rese
tricting age could be really effectual &8 long as such marrisges
continued to be counted legale On the other hand, marrisge was
nullified by cousimship to the 4th degree, and even by the fact
of the contracting perties havingvsteod &8 sponsors to the seme
child, unless & papal dispensation had been_beught&L Not only
were half the peasant mér:iages nullified by thisj for in the

smell villages nearly everybody is more or less related, but it

- o N |
gave rise to meny tricks for obtaining frauduleat divorcesé Men,

tired of their wives, coulﬁ suddenly discover thet they were

. | |
. related to them . "Oune of the most charscteristic. features of

- good societ& in the middle ages -~ marrisge é_loveless compact

en allianée for money, position, ete." As property owners had to

be able to fight, both in self pretacﬁioa and for the reslm, women

who owned prbperty, being unable to fight, bhad to mar:y someone to
fight for theme According to femdsl customs an heiress could not

marry without the consent of her guardisaa.

», ) Coulton G.G. "Chaucer and His English” Chaps X /7! Be 204

Ibid Chape P
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With parents arranging marriages between smell children for the

" sake of political or finaneisl asdvantage, with elderly men marrying

child heiresses, and young men marrying'elderly women for their
wealth, it is little wonder that the state of merriage becsme S0
corrupt as to call forth Langland*a vehement protests against such
customs, He emphsgises the importance of pure and honourable
wedléék, andi:vils which inevitably follow its corruption.

“Furst'and foreward to folk that ben i-weddet,

and libbeth &s heore lawe wolehit liketh God elmihti;

For thorw wedlgt;sgﬁt% hose whole hit i-knowes

Thei ben ricechest in reeme and the rote of Bawel.

For of heore kuynde thei come that confessours beth nempned,

Bothe meydens and martires monkés and ancres,

Eynges and knihtes and alle'canne clerkes,

Barouns and bamgeis and bonde men of tounes?t

("P. the P? A, pass X 1 127=134)

Phose born out of true wedlock are"'fals folke' ‘and feithless
theones and lygers! ("P. the P+ A pass X 136}, Becaase of the
sin of Adam and Eve, Oain and all his deseendants were accursed;
and so were those descendants of Seth who intermarried with thase
af cain in spite of being forbidden by God to do soc. 48 & result

of this disobedience, the £l00d ceme upon the earth and destroyed

_every living thing except those saved in the Ark. 4nd as troubles

fe3l on the children of Seth for meryying coantrary to the will of

God, the same will heppen to-day.
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"Pore~thi haue thei maugre for here mariages that marye so
her childsren;

For'sema, as I se now, soth for to telle,

For coueitise of catel vnkyndelicke ben weddedy

i e G0 WU G D Yl KD Salp o wis 0 W W WS WY S

- ("P the P" B pass 1X 1 155-150
“Fer goode shulde wedde goode though hij no geede haddel .
("P the P¥ B pass 1X 1 158)
"It is an oncomely couple bi eryst as me thinketh
To gyuen & younge wenche to an olde feble,
Or wedden any widwe for welth of hir goodis
That neusse shal barne bere, but if it be in armes?
Meny a peire sithen the pestilence hen plighte hem toglderes?
(P, the P. B pass 1X 1 160e4)
The onYy result of such marrisges is éuarreling and harsh worda; :
"And thaugh thei don hem to Danmowe but if the deunel help
?o folwen after the flicche fecche thei it neuere;
And but thei bothe be forsworne that bacoan thei tyne!
("P the PY B pess 1X 1. 1685170)
This is the earliest known allusion o the Bn&mqt Fliteh
of bacon. The custom wss "if any pair could, after & twelvemonth
of.matrimony, come forward, and meke oath at Dunmow that, during
the'whole‘time, they had never had a quarrel, never regretted their
marrisge, and, if again open to engagement, would make exactly that

‘they hed msde, they should be rewarded with a fliteh of bacon"‘/

"V Skest, W.W. "William Lenglend's 'Piers the Plowman'" Vol 11 Peléd

‘ Z/mm(ﬂ'w./gﬁé.
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The poet wishes to amend‘these abuaes;therefore,.as marraige was
instituted by God, he Gounsels all Ghristisns to cease marrying for
desire of wealth or of riech kindred. For youths should mate Wwith
meidens and widowers with widows.

"For no londes, but for loue loke ye be wedded,
And thanne gete ye the grace of God and good ynough to lywe
withy ("P. the P¥ B pass 1X 175-6)

Chapt. 111 (c)  Chivelwy, Knighthood, Life of Upper Classes.
In the 14th. Gentury the age of chivalry was in its prime, "an age
which, if only the lesson taught had been carried out, should hava

Ve
‘mede seciety perfection.l' Phere were two orders of knights,

réligieus and military,tthough the religiaus orders were dying out,
the Knights Pemplars having been aisaolve& in 1322,

"mhe knight should have taken &s his moiel that 'veray'parfita‘
genﬁqlhome, the good knighte Ghrist‘,who, according~to Piers
Plowman, knighted the angels:

‘$For Crist, Kyngene Kyng, knytede teae,
‘Gherubim and Seraphin an &l the four orders,
And gaf hem maystrie ‘and miht in his Melestie'™ L

The knight wag to be courteous, kind, truthful, %o set the
wroang right, to be sober and ieligieus, and a defender of women.
®Altogether the idesl knight should have been the perfection of

P

humenity, & father to his people, & redresser of wrongs¥ >

/ ) .
) fraill.H.D. "Sociel England" Vol 1l. Chap V. P. 125,
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But chivalry had deelined frdm its high ideals, and the knights

‘were guilty of many of the vices of the age., In imitatien of

King Arthur, King Edwaid 111, haed a rpond table at Windsor and in
1344 instituted the famous Order of the Garter. The installation
of & knight was a most solemn function, and was accompdished& with
much ceremony. Naturally suqh ceremony begane accompamﬁbd with
luxury and extravegance, andiiesultea in the greed which Langlend
condemns in the upper elasses. The poet was not & leveller, he
pelieved in the existing orderof socisl distinotions, and objected
to the knighting of those who were not of gentle blood.
"Bor it is & carful knyght and of a catfif kynges mekynge
éhgt hath no 1onﬁe né lynage riche ne good loos of hus hondest
(“P. the P7 € psss X1V L 110-111}) ‘
"pc sith bondemenne baraes hen to be mad bisshopes, |
And barnes bastar&s han ben archidekenes,
And sopers and here sones for 8eluer han be knyghtes,
And Lordene sones here labores and leid here rentes to wedde
,For-fhe ryght of this reame ryden agens oure enemys,
In comfort of the comune and kynges worshep,
And mankes énd manialés‘that mendinsums sholden fynde,
Hen mad here kyn knyghtes and knyghtfees purchased,
Popes and patrons, poure gentle blod refuseth
And teken Symondes sone seyntewarie to kepe.
("P. the PY C pass V1 L 70~?9)
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But he d1d not believe that the gentry should lesd lives of

luzurions esse. He considered it the duty of ploughmen and 1

laﬁérers to work for the support of the upper classes; but in
return, knights and 1édies ghould care for and protect the peei 1
and keep the ¥ealms in- &53 and order. While the pilgrims in
gsearch of St. fruth were wsiting for Piers the Plowman to
finish_plonghing his half-acre, a ledy asked him.what the women
were t0 do during tﬁe intervale. His reply, which expresaes the
poets opinion of fitting oeoupations for gentlewomen, W&s,

wgomme shal sowe the sskke for sheddynge of the whete.

And ye louely 1a&yes»with youre longe £yngres,

That ye han silke and sendal to save whan tyme 1is,

' ghesibles for chspelleynes cherches to h@ﬁoﬂré;

Wyves and wydwes wolle and flax Spynneth,

Maketh eloth,I conseille you and kenneth g0 your doughtres

The needy end the nsked nymmeth hede how hﬂvliggeth, '

4ind cesteth hem clothes for so aomsundeth treuthe™.
' (*Pe the P. Bepass Vl. 11.9=16)

Piers expresses his readiness te sew and lahour both for himself
and fer the knight, and tells the latter what duties he shoul&

| perform in return: he should guard the church and the labourers
- from the |

”wastoures and fro wykked men thatl this world struyeth”.
("B the P.".Bepass Vl. 1 29)

He should hunt the wild animeals and birds that destroy the

labourers cropse
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[(For holy'churehe noteth alle menere peoPIa"
| Bn&et obedience to be and buxum o the lawe
Lewede men to lsborie .and lordes to honte

In frythes end forestes.for fox and other Bestes
Fhat in wilde wodes ben and in wast placea
4s wolues that wyryeth men wommen sad children?y
’ (CoPasBeX,1l,219-2264)
ghe Enight should be merciful to his tenants,and
ghould not asceept gifts from poor men ar"miegovern kis bondsmen
lest be suffer for it in purgatory,for in the sight of God, all ,
men sre equsle That Langlend believed that the aristeeracy'wezz,
ih need of this s&vice is shown by kis con&emnation of their
neglect of the peor, and their skeptical ettitude towards the
nysteries of religion. He emphasizes in several places the
importence of being charitable to ﬁhe poor,
WEor—thi I rede you riche.haneth reuthe of the pouere,
Though ye be mgghtful to mote ,beth meke in youre werkes
For the seme mesures thet ye mete ,amys other elles,
Ye ahallen ben weyen ther=wyth whan ye wend hennes)i
( BsPass.l.ll, I75e176) .
YHoly Churchftells the dreamer upon the malvern.ﬂillsthat
”Whan alle tresourss ben triedtresthe is the beste®
" (.Pess.I1.1,61.) ”
and that it is the duty of kings and knights to ri&e shout
the reelm and bind transgressors, &nd to stend fast by those

who live for truth,and never leave them for lack of silver,
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"Prewely to take, and trewliche to fyghte
is the prefession and the pure ordre that sppendeth to
Enyghtes™, “ (*Ps the P¥, Cepess 1l. 11 96—7)
The 14th ﬂantary was an age of transition in the life of
the upper classess The baronage was gradually losing its
political pre~-eminence, as the commons obtained & hold upon the
sdministration by securing the right of holding royal ministers
to account, and of having their petitions answered, not orally
but formelly recorded &nd sealeﬁ}’~?he 0ld fortified dmstles
were beginning to give place to more opealy siteaﬁeﬁ houses and
villas. In the older buildings, the life centred about the large
hell in which the masters and servents sll set and dined together.
Here travellers were received asnd given hospitslity and at
téblevwarevpiace& nesr the lord or among the servantis according
- a8 they were of high or low degree, Here &lso minstrels sang

their songs of love and knightly deeds, and helped to while
awey the wesry hours, For at this time,~when books waere rare,
end the ﬁhoatrs did not exist, in the season when darkness fell
early and prevented the pursuit of outdoor sports, the life of
& baron on his coaﬁtry estate must sometimes have beea very
lonely and uninteresting had not the evening hours been
enlivened by tales of brave knights and their prowess in toure
nament and battle. But Danglend complains.that thevh‘spitable
and social customs of hall«life are passing eway.

*Elyng is the hall &ehe daye in the wyke

There the lorde ne the lady lyketh nought to sytte

New hath uche riche a.reﬁie t0 eten bi hymeselue

In.gbprync parioure for pore mennes sake,

J“LQZ N &>”4&nu4»6 3v?#h»7u¢/ Job. 1. 5%%p(V/' Lisa .
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"or in & chsmbre with & chymneye,and leue the chief halle
‘Thet was made for meles,men to eten inne,
And sl to spare to spille,that spend shal an other."
(B.Pass,x.11,9451000)
Phis is not the only fault however of which the rich sre guilty;
they sare férééking religions Wisdom and intelligence éra ree
garded as"Not worth a etesé“,aniees gome materisl profit cen
be gained,from_themzhe'who'é&n deceive the people and pinder
truth by means of & "loueday"is called into ecouncilshe who
nn&ers?ands‘slan&er is called by the law to help it,bat the
traly wise are bidden to be offshe who cen rob the people by
trickery and feeble speech is reverehc@d and alotha&g:
wrhei loueth lond and lordship end lykyng of body more

Than haiynesa other hendenesse other &l thet seintes
: techelh™

(e.Bass.xaI.ll,Izoxs.)
According to thé compleint of Btady,hatlats are helped
before the needy poor. Little is he welcomed st fessts
' who can tell of Christ's passion or of the twelve spostles.
Unless one can tell idle tales,

"Shulde . neaere kyng ne knyght,na chenoun of seyat
Poules

Gyve hem to her yeresgive the gifte of & grote."
| , (BsPass.X.11, 45-4?.1
' Minstrelsy snd mirth have come to nothing but loose tales;
gluttony)and osths,and when the minstrels are gilent,men

it discuss religion and scoff at its mysteries.

,j "o Vo Powman Yot L. jpass yy1. M 11— 2a.
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wfhanne telleth thei of the t;inite~g,ta1e other tweyne,
And bringen forth & balled resoun and teken Bernard to witness

And putteén forth a presumpsiouﬁ"t9 preéélthe'aathe! |
("Ps the P". Be pass X. 11 53e5 )

Phey talk of Christ énd hié power'as'though they were clerks; they
bleme the &lmighty for &ll our troubles; they say it is unreasone
able fo believe that ell menkind should be punished for the transe
gresaioﬁ of Adam ahd Eve; why should eai Savioug suffer such &
'gerpent to enter the place of his bliss, the Garden of Eden.

w4e the csreful may crye and carpen atte gatle,

Bothe afyngrd& and sethurst and for chele guake;

Is none to hymen hym nere his noye to smeads,

But hoen on hym @& an hounde and hoten hym go thennes¥
| (*P. the P". Bep&ss X 11 58¢61)

Little does he, Who is S0 niggardly with his cherity as this, love
the Lord who gave bim &ll his wealth. Were not the poor mére |
meréiful than the rich, ‘beggars would have to go th bed hhngry.
The rich continuslly disecuss Ged, but it is the poor who do his
bidding. o |

wgod is moche in the gorge of thise grete maystres,

‘Es amOngsg mene pen his mercy snd his werkis;

And so meith the gauter I haue yseye it offe,

Ecce sudiunimus eam la Effrets, invenimus eam in campis

siluev \ (*P. the P"s Bepn&aas X. li 66«8 )

i
i1
.
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Chape 111. (d) Merchants, Chapmen & Pedlarw.

One of the maihveauses of the national strength of
Englend during the l4th Ceatury, was the progress made by the
industrisl and artisen clesses., "Phere is little doubt that this
progress was largely due to the eéreful praﬁeqyidn of the érawn
and the enlightened legislation of Parliament"}' Flemish weavers

were encouraged and there were colonies of exﬁerts in both the

Eastern and the Western Counties. Other trades such as clocke

mekers were settled in England, and the native manufscturers
were eancouraged ané protected by the léwz msrké#s were secured
on the Gontinanf for English exports. Wool was the @hief export
of Englend at this}perie& and wes always réquired by the weavere.
of Flanders, Edward 111, for & time, brought the nevy to the
highest point of affieiepcy that it hed yet reached, se the |
carrying trade to and from‘the cbntinent_waa fairly safe,

Aliens within thewkingQOM‘Were aﬁéburage& to import freely,
while regulations for thel&ispesal of goodg fevoured the native
reteilers The Ordinsnce of the Staple, 1353, assignea‘ten
Bnglish tawhs for the exclisive sale of woole Here &ll the

wool had to be.brcughﬁ and certified before being sold and
axjarted. Much of the trade in the l4th Century was reguiated _
by gilﬁs. The gild wes a aemoerazic body formed out of merchant
tradegs and artisans, to whom gild membership gave aa equal
footing as burgesses, and its mission wgs to regulate the

internal and external trade pursue&.by the gild brethreno

/A, Traill, H.D. "Social England® TVol.ll. Chape Ve Pol09.
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"A typical oraft gild in the 1l4th Century contained three

clésses of artisané:omasters, Journeymen énﬂ gpprentices; &and.
in spite of certain inequalities and hardships the interest

of all three clesses was identieal"EL The gild usually had

i%s own gild court and officers, and here were tried all cases

arising out of tradevaisputes and &gﬁipline. In such cases

craftsmen could elaim to be tried by their gil&'courts instea&

of by the municipal suthorities. Besidey hearing cases brought

for trial, it was the duty'éf the officers to oversee the wo:k#

memship and dealings of the craftsmen, and thus ensubta higﬁ

staendard of worke One of the necessities of the merchants
calling was constant travelling. ?réders were compelled to

| visit the @ontinent often, and thus they became, in Englang,
one of the moat relisble sources of information concerning
evente, thoughts,and ideas,iﬁ.ﬂranee.‘ These bedame their chief
topic of con#érsation as they travelled along the roads of

Bngland. The necasséties compelling the merchants to travel

50 much were many. Among the chief were the Staple eand the .
fairs; 48 has been mentioned before, certain goods could be
bought .and sold only at townsbassigne& to this purpose.

Fairs took a very important part in the life of the day, Every
iarge town had one or more &ﬁring the year, péople flocked to
them from far and nears Hbrchants; pedlafs, drugsellers &né
traders of all kinds established themselves in the fair grounds

snd proceeded to advertise their wares. Many severe regulations

é@ were imposed, so the fair time wes one of fines and forfeitures,

1, Traill, H.D. "Socisl Englend”. Vol.ll. Chap. Ve Bell0s
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&8s well as of bustle, noise and gaiety. The merchants made
use of Waterways es much 28 possible, as a means of transporte
stion. “Hence the constant interference of the Commons with ‘
the erection of new~mill@;weire, and other hindrances on rivers
by the lords of the adjoining lands":’L Ehey‘preferre& weter
transportation for three regsons:- the cost of carriage was
less; they were more certsin to find a clear course than on
ordinery roads, though they would cccesionslly meet with
unexpected locks and weirg; and they could protect themselves -
better from robbers‘ But it was not alwsys possible to reaeh‘
their dastination by water, and theyfwere eblige&,often to
travel on the high roads and run the risk of‘misfortune there
or at the inns. Averice, in his confession, depicts one of
the risks to whick the merchant must expose his goods. On
being asked by Repenfance if he ever made restitution to the
people he had cheeted, he replied

| '”Yus, ones I was herberwe&; gquod he 'with an hep of

| chepmexn,

I roos whan thei were &arest snd yrifled here males"}
(B". the P". Be.pass V. 11.25584)

But if the merchant wes often the vietim of theft or highw&y
- robbery, he,in his turn, was cammonly gnilty"of unjngt deglings.
' The 'regraters' whom Langland represents by the personificetion
of the deadly sin, Avarice, and the way in which they emcaped
punishment by the help of bribvery, have been dealt with uader

another headinge Avarice tells how, a8 an spprentice, he took

Jussergna deds ”English Wayfaring Life} xl?th ﬁentury“ Part 11,
Chap * 110 20343.
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his mesters goods to the fair; goods which he could not have
gold in seven years, had he not lied gbout them, When the
throng of followers of Falsehood, Flattery and Meed, jouraey~
ing to London, had been ronded by the news that the king had
ordered their arreat and punishment, Guile prepared to go awey
and die of fright But the merchants met him, and forced him
to remain with them. They dressed him s& an apprentice amd
put him in their shops to display their wares. Lisr also,
when he could be spared by the perdoners end friars, wes |
besought by the spice sellers to eversee their wares.

"Por he couth of here craft and knewe many gommes”
("P., the P". Be.pass 1ll. 110225)

In the pardon which St.Truth sent to Piers the Plowman, the
merchants were not included "for they do not observe‘holy
dpys as the Church teaches, and they perjure their souls in
order o sell their goods". They were instructed by Fruth ia
a.speciél'Ietter; to perférm certain charities. Phey should
'give méney to have hospitals, broken bridges and ha@ roads
repaired; should give contributions to ensble girls to marry
or become nuns. -PFhey should feed peér’peaplé and prisoners,
pay for the education of poor scholars, and endow religious

—

' qrﬁersag—

? In those days when there was & great desl of
'travellihg done, and the only modes were on foot, on horsee
back or in clumsy carriages or carts, good roeds and bridges
wareAimportant, and t0 repair or build & bridge was.rqgardea

ss an excellent form of charity. In theory, landed proprietors

é;"?iers the Plowman®™. Text B. psss lle. L1 2118214,

4, Ibids | B. pass V1l. 1l. 18-36.

e
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were obliged to masintain good roeds and bridges dn their

domains, and sometimes, dn the towns cértain,renté were

sssigned to this wﬁik;‘alms.waie offered, and & certein tariff
known &8 'bradtholl’ (bridge-toll) wes collected from the
peaesers~by. But as thosq, to whoﬁ-thé cOllection of the rents

wes gssigned, very often apprepriated the funds, bridges frequentu‘
1y went unrepaired until some one mended them a3 a work of

charity.

Among the meny ﬁayfarers whe-f#equente& the roads in
the middle ages, was & class which is still quite common in the
present day,~ the pedlars. In the 14th Century when not every
village hed its shop, the pedlars held guite an {mportant place
in the life of the ocountry districts. They carried household
wares from village to village; in their packs were hosts of
things, necessities ahd gme. 11 luxuries,- vests, caps, gloves,
pewter pots, musical 1nstrumants, purses, girdles, hats,
cutlgssaa, and numbers of ether'artieles. A8 to the imeans by
whieh pedléis ceme by their goads, several were femiliar to
them, and yurchése seems t0 have been only one smong many. &

- proverbial eaying,preserve& for us ﬁy Langland shows haw-they
secured furs for their country customers“j; When Avarice is
asked by Bapentance A

“Haataw pite on pore men thgt mote nedes borwe?"
("Po the P”. B.pass Ve 1e 257)

Jusseran& Jede "English Weyfaring Life XIVth century" Part 1l.
CBap. 11l. P 283,
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his reply is
"I have as moche pite of pore men as pedlere hath of cattes,
éhat wolde kille hem yf he cacche hém;myghte for coueitise
of here skyanes," tP., the P." Bepass V.ll 2589}

Chape 111 (e) Lewyers, Sheriffs, Jurors and Summoners.

For many_years?;there existed in the ecclesiastical |

courts of England & professionsl cless formed by the 'legists’
and ‘decretists’ whé were willing %o plead'eauses of others fér
feea., The clergy of the time were continually engage&‘in‘

laswsuits, usually with weslthy religious houses, 80 the business

of pleaging causes was a flourishing one. Young Englishmen
were sent to Bologns to leara the law of the Chmrch. First
Oxford, and then Cembridge,granted degrees in eivil and canon
"~ law, In the church court were the !aﬁvneate','whose-part was
to plead in behélf of & client, and the ‘procurator’ who
-represented his clients person ah& attended td his ceuse. Iwo
groups similar to these grew up in the Kings court in course of
time; the ecclesiastical 'procurator? caerSpenaing*to the eivii'
'attorney' and the fadvocate' to the”'pleader' The right to
gppoint & rapresentative in the court at first belongea to the f =
king alone. This right the king eould confer upon any of his

subjecté, at first, as an.axcepticnal favonr, and afterwards 352
; &8 a general rule. The origin of the 'pleaaer‘-haa & aiffere ,§§
§§ _source., From very early days & lltigant was allowed to bring;ji’ £
) his friends into court, and to take counsel with them beforeflilbwﬂg
5P6&king;;: | (Foregoing paragraph taken trom) T
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Then sometimes one of the friénds érampted or wes even allowe&
o spagk for the litigant, naturally the acutest and most
experienced friends were chosen for "eounsel’,; Aaturally sooﬁ,
acute and experienced men could be found whovwere willing to be
anybody's fiiénds for the time béing, if they were paid for 1it.
Finslly, & cless of expert pleaders gradually formed. Seemingly
it was in the reighn of Henry lll. that pleaders seeking empioy» |

'ment began to cluster round the kings court. The king kept some

in his pay, and these were his "Serjesnts™ i.e.servants “at law",

Under Edward 1 & process brought these préfessional pleaders
under the control of the judges, and began to secure & monopoiy of
practise to those who had been formelly admitted to the'ministry
of the law. At the sgme time men began to elimh from the Bar
to the Bench,'énd Jjudges were ceasing to be ecclesiastics. By
Edward 1 time the various offices a&nd tribunals were ;-
"The King's Bench,™ which was a court for eriminal causes and
other "pleas of the erown", A 'Common Benchf, @ conrﬁ fo:'
actions brought by one subject against another; an “Exchequer®
which both in & judicial snd sdministrative way collected the
King's revenue and enforced his fisecal rights; a.chahcery,vwhich
wes & universal secretarisl bureau, doing all the writing that
wes done in the king's name.T f

| Lawyers sre amongst those most condemned by Langland., He
represents them &s being gquite without'charity, and emongst those

most corrupted by Meed. ~ HPoregoing parsgreph teken from)

/], Braill, H.D. "Socisl England™ Vol.ll. Chap. V. P.356-38
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‘In the{motlay'thréng'in the field full of folk, the dreaﬁer
observed sbout & hundred men in silk coifs. These, he expleins,
are laweserjeants, who plead the lew for pence snd pounds, but
will not open their lips through love of the Lord.

"Thow myghtest betﬁer mete the myste on Maluerne hulles,

Than gete & momme of here mouthe but money were shewed.”
("P. the P." Beproe. 119216”5)

Men of law are most conspicuous among the followers of Falsehood
&and Méed. /

"ho merie this meydene was many man‘assem$le&,

Es of knightes and of clerkis and other commune people,

As sysours and sompnours shireues and here clerkes,

‘Bedelles and basilliues snd brokoures of chaffare,

Porgoeres and vitaillers and vokates of the srchesg

I cen nought rekene the route that ran aboute Mede.
F1 SymOnya and Cyuile and sisoures of gourtes

Were moste pryue with Mede of any men me thoughte™s
-~ {7P. the P%, B.pa.ss 11, 11356865}

Eavel, when distributing florins to ensqp the snpporﬁ of his
partisens, bribed false witnesses and gave

"namalieh to the notaries that hem none ne faille,
. {"P, the P." Bepass. L. 145.}

In the search for horses to carry the disputants to westminsteri
Meed mounted & sheriff, ahd.Ealsehoad, a Jarorff Simony and Civil
Law, . annoyed at finﬂing'no hofses,'saddled préwisors and
, sumﬁenerst When Meed srrived, & prisoaer, at‘westminster,'&ll

those who dwelt there worshipped her, Justices came to comfort

5; ‘her and to proﬁise their supported

. Text Be Pass 1l. 11. 168*170.
rfm B.vPaSS 1110 11015“190
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Conscig®ce, in recounting the crimesof which Meed 1s~gu11ty
declares that, |
"Sesoures and sompnoures, suche men hir preiseth;

Shireues of shires, were shent gif she mere;"
(Be pass. 111.11.133«4,)

She corrupte judges and hinders the law; truth haes no power
against her florins; shé 80 controls law, that, men who but for her
might succeed in getting justice, are lost; and & poor men might
plead forever without procuring sny redress of his wrongse

 "Lawe is so lordeliche and loth té make ende, .

Withoute presaﬁﬁz or pens, she pleseth wel %ifjiuw i Zilbh-ﬁ)
Wisdom and Wit, who have duties in the axchequer end in the
chancery, are represented &s being wholly iniluenceslby"Mbeﬁg

“Phere &s wratthe and wranglyng is there wyn thei silver;

Ao there is love and lewte theil Wil noughte come there;

Thei ne gyueth noughte of god one gose wynge

Por, “ﬁf¢?°d)th¢i wolde do more for s dozeine chickenes,

Or &s many cspones or for & seem of otes,

Than for love of owré_lorﬁe or glle hise leue seyntes.

Forwthi Resoun, lete him ride, tho riche bi hem-seluen,

Fer Conscience knoweth hem noughte, ne Cryst, as I trewe,
(B.Pass. 1V, 1ll. Z6wdl, )

The alluéions to the corruptions of law by bribery are manyy

Reason declare&; on being asked if he thought thet Wrongz should

be pardoﬁea, tﬁat he would have no pity until many of the prevelent
evils should be amendeds \ |

)
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- Then, when love rules the lend, law would be no longer required
and would be forced fto become & laborers clerks Wwho were cone
fessors, tried to construe Reason's spesch for the king's benefit,
notf%ie good of his soul, or for the eomfort of the common peoples
"For I seighe Meed in the moot=hall on men of lawe Wynke
End thei lawghyng iOpe td here and lafte resoun meyne.™
Waryn wisdome wynked upon.Me&e , |
And seide 'Medsme, I am youre men, whatso my mouth jangleth'

*T fall in floreins® quod that freke' an faile speche ofte"'
(P, the P." B. passe IV 1ll. 142~6)

Conscience prophesies thatowhen Reason gaverns the realm, when
Loyalty, Love and Humility reign in the place of Meed, who is now
the master, Loyalty along shall administer the law to those who
trespass against Truthe '

"Shall no serisunt for here seruye were & silke howue,

Eb no pilure in his sloke for pledyng &Xxte barre.”
("P., the Pe*" Be pass 1lll.. 11.79534»

When Theology objected to the marriags of-Maeﬁ'and Falsehood, sid

demanded thet the case be taken to London, "there law is yshewed”,

he implieé some douﬁﬁ &g to the deoision of“the judgese m
wand though Justices jugge hir, to be joigned with' fals
Yet ¥eth war of weddyng for wytty is Truthe,

And Conscience is of his coungeille and knoweth your uchone
("Po the P." B. pass 1l1. 110156"8)

o

There is here a suggestion thatvthe judges might very possibly be
‘more influenced .by bribery and corruption than by truth and cons

sciencee

§} A )
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Langland again voices his disapproval of the lawyers,in his aceount
of the pardon received by Piers from St.Truth. Men of lsw,who
plead for reward ,recei%ed the least parﬁon,the Psalter condemas
such as accept gifts,especially from the pdor; pleaders should
ﬁphold the cause of the poor for the sake of love and justice,and
princes and prelates, not the poor,should pay them for their'work; |
"Ac meny & Justice aha Juroure wold for Johan do more,

Than (pro dei pietate)leune thiw none other."
(*P.the Ps B.pass. VII.1ll. 44 -5.)

But he who pleads for the innocent and neeay poor,who comforts
him without thought of reward,who.injureé-no man,&nd interprets
‘the law for love of the Lord,shall not be troubled at hisdeath-
heér by any devil who cen herm his soul. For humen intelligence
like water,wind and fire;is the gift of God,and is meant fo be
free for all men to profit Dby.  TPherefore,those who are intellis
gentshéuld give counsel to those who are t00 poor to pay for if.
With regard to tﬁe way in ﬁhich some lawyers pleaded the cause of
the poor ,Mr Skeat says"One gross form of cruelty pract;sea'by
' some lawyers,wss to exsct from e poor man all he conld afford
to give,and then to pay no attention whétevér‘to his case."® @?
And ,continues Lengland,when those who sell what is the free
gift of God (i.e; their intelligence) and charge poor men for
their servicés ;come to die,they wili’find~their share of pardon

very sﬁall. : :
" Yo ligistres and lawyers holdeth this for treuthe,

' That yif thet I lye Mathew is to blame
Vgx . For he bad me mske you this and this prouerbe me told

quodcamque vultls nt faciant vobif homines, facite eis®,
(*P.the P(".B.pass.vxl 11.59-61

Skeat WelWe "William Langlands Plers the Plowmsn“.ﬁlarendon Press./if
%///, 77a;.
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Chape. 111. (£) Doctors and Qéacks.

'phe Theoretical medicine and surgery of England in the

earliest times were those of the Byzantine writers, whose works were

to be found in the monastic libraries. One or two of the monks wounld
devotethemselves to the study of tha.authors, and would meke & coll~
ection of prescriptions and remedies, in meny cases substituting native
herbs, of which they made great use, for foreign drugs that were diffi-
cult or impossible to procure . Astrology and superétition mingled}-
with medicine, end days and hours following the changes of the moon,

or seasons were cargfully observeds Medicine was never administera&
withouf ceremonisl; while the ﬁedicine wes being prepared, the patient
would repeat & psalm twelve times or perform some other iite; remedies

were supposéd to be most effective if they were asdministered on cone

secrated grounds or a8t the shrine of & saint, or after touching &
holy mene ﬁs 8 beliefe in magic was prevelent , tha rellgeus cere-

. monial naturally became mingled with the use of charmse "It is clear
from the cases preserved by monkish chronicles thet the maladies of
the Middle Ages had an unusually large smount of hysteris in them, S0
that & proportionately large element of faith came not emiss in the

.course of treatment./,Much of the treatment waa purely domestice The

,resqxces ﬂf syrgery werse comparatively few and the instruments 81mple.
The leeches of the day knew how to care favwounds, perform the simple

operations, and treat all the ordinary maledies of our owh dayse X

l Traill H. De "Socisl hngland" Vol. ll Chape Ve Pe 83s
4, Toid | , " Yole 11, Chap Ve DPe 82<Bs




) In the 12th Century the Jews were thoroughly versed in~the.

. Arabisn medical lore, and though they were forbidden by cesnon law to
administer to & Christian, they~wbre praétiaing'at every court in |
EurOpe._ The monks also* had been forbiaden by the Churech to pracfise
medicine, for love of gain hed 1e¢d them to go far afield 1o attend to
'patients. Nevertheless, both Jews and monks evadea the law and con-
tinued to praatisa, for they hed no“eompetent rivals. The next claas

' of noted physiciens was the Francéscan Order of Friarss The most

é » femous of this Order was Eoge? Bacon, who included medicine in his

| studiese He applied chemical knowledge to the removal of diseases.

Ee claimed also that the chief use of astrology wes in medicine, and

& century after his death aknowledge of this seienée was  evérywhere

k admitted to be the qualification of an scademical physician, &8 dise

tinguishing him from & quacke Chancer'’s physician wasg "grounde& in

astrongmy,d'and richly elaa? 4s medicine was linked with astrology,

so it was with megice The Saxons and Danes brought to Englend & be-
lief in runes snd spells, an and when the medicél men, probebly & Jeﬁ;
_settlad among them, his cures wera set down to snperiar efficacy of
charmse " A book of counsels of yonng prectitiioners (1300) gives
curious sidelights’on the manners of the time."3 He was eautioned to
use long words thet would nob be understood and never to visit &
patient without doing something new, lest the patient should thiank he
could do nothigg without His booke and to sustein s reputation for

infallibility at all eostS§”

1 ¢hsuncer Ge "Canterbury Talea" Prelegna.l.414

¢1 % Ipid . Prologuesll. 439440
" §ureill H. De "Sociel England® Vol. 11, Chep. Ve P 78
j Ibid ‘  Vole 11, Chape Ve Po 82<86¢
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SUCH men, 1f they did no% directly encourage popular superstition

were not at ell 1ikely to oppose it. Even Bacon quotei Gonstantine

in approval of the use of charms," not because they can bring about

any change, but becense they bring the patient into & better frame of

minde.%* > _

| ﬂbre popular smong the people than the physicians were the
quacks or drug sellerse These men were the mast cheerful of all the
wanderers that travelled up and down the highroads, and appeered t0
the populace to be the most beneficiale They went about the world -
gelling health and their ware‘contained sure ehre for all ailments.

- They establisheé themselves in greens or market places and began Vo
nerengue the people and expatiste on the merits of their remediess
"Big words, marvellous tales, praise of their noble and‘ddstant
origin, enumeration of the extraordinary curedthey h&d made, ostente
atious display of &n unbounde& devotion to the public good, amd of
entire peeuniary disinterestedness all this is fouad, end always will

~pe found in the tale of these insinuating itinerants“g’ln spite of

their solicitude for the welfare of the publie, these men had a~poar
reputatien. Popular songs anﬁ aatires of the times show them to have
been on good terms/in the taverns, with the worst of societye Royal

ordinances were issued against them fér illegal practise of medicine

' and they got into trouble 1if they tried their cqres'publicly in the

. towns, but in the country, they like many other wayfarers, found
means elmost always to escape from the rigour of the lawse
7 Treill H. Do wSocisl Englemd® Vole 11, Chape Ve Pe 78e

’2,Jussaran& Je J. “Emglish Wayfaring Life". X1Vth Century" Part.ll
Chaps 1, Pe 178.
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Langland says very little about medical men, but thet 1ittle is not
to thelr‘advantage. He represents them as being addicted to the vice
of extravagance, & vice so’geﬁeral at this time. They are richly
cled in hoods and cloeks trimmed with fur and having gdld buttonss
This fondness for luxury does nof go hend in hand with charity, so
the physiciens, like the lawyers, must have;been amoag those who
refused their aid to the needy wnless they were well paid for it
When the throng Joufneying to‘Westminster scatﬁered in terror, '
‘leeches were among those who besought Liar to dwell with them and
assist them in their profession.t It is evident that the poet did ntt
_helieve that doctors of physic were of any greatl vsine to the reat of
penkind, but regarded them rather asvimpostqrs, who either did not
know their trade, or were #e:y cariess in their edministration of

- . ite Piers the Plowman_complains to Hunger that he and his men somee
‘timeS'suffered such‘painé thet for & week at a time they were uneble
to worke | | |

W Yet I prey you " quod ?ieresﬁpér charite, and ye kuane

| Eny laef of lechecraft lepe it to me my dere"
" (P, the P. B pass. V1, 11 255«6)

Hunger replied that their ills are due To eating and drinking 00

mueh esnd too often. He advises them to eat only when they are hungry
and tb.leave the table *&r_&ppgtit have eten his fulla;?'Follawiag
these rules will benefit them more than eslling in the physicien, end
the latter will have to work honestly for his living, which cire

cumstance Langland would regard as & cherige for the betters

"piers the Plowmen" Text Be pass. 11, lle 223<4ds

<§ 3
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o Ibid | Yext Be pass VI 1. 266
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"And gif thow diete thee thus, I dar~1egge mine ere

‘That Phisik shsll his furred hodes for his fode selle, :
And his cloke of Celabre wifth alle the knappes of golde,
&nd be fsyne, bi my feitk, his phisik to lete, '
and lerne to lshoure with londe for lyflode is swete;
For mortherers are meny leches lord hem amenﬁe{

Thei do men dye thorw here drynkes er destine it wolde"s
- ('P. the P."B. pass VI, 11, 2?90276)

111 (g) Beiences, Astronomy, i@ttology, llehamy, Magice
| " One of the notsble features of the 13th and early 14th —
Beﬁtury we. 8 the growth of inferest in naturel sclences. The |
ecirculation of treatises on popular science in the vulgar tongﬁe
Jhad formerly been limited to a few monasteries, and hardly ever
 .reached the outside worlde. But in the 13th Gentury\hew sourcea of
*.;knowledge had Dbeen formed, and there were now hetter~mea§é of
&cqqifing_this kndwledgé and of making it more widely known. Ia
Spain, Seécily, Tripoli and Syria, ehxisuan and Moslem lived in
friendship andvbeth tolérafed the Jew, The Esst hed inherited and
é&ded‘to the seientific knowledge of Greéce, The works eof tﬁese |
earlylséientists were translated by thé Jews into European langqages.'
. Up to this time all learnigg had passed through the mon&sterieS'and
was "déeply tinged by the channels it passed throughe. The new
'mattéf, coming from-ﬁbelem gources through Jewish intérpretexs, was
distinctively secular, and the Universities, just rising into

: promlnence, gave an opportunity for its study"/'

4 Preill, E.D, "Socisl England" Vol.ll Chep. V. P.75
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The univerSItiesvwexe ihternatibnal?in characterland
eccepted each others degreés; thus, learning passed withont
hindrance from éne to another. But thougﬁ the universitieé
were secular institutions most of their teaéhers and students
were studying with the one object of becoming better preachers,
The preaching Friars, Dominican of Franciscan ™ were still in

their early outburst of eanthusiasm ripened by é,generations'

- .

It

experienea"}”and @wﬁing'neiﬁher corpargta nor private property,
they passa& about f:om one place to another gathering knowledge
end using 1t as teachers in the University or as preackers in
the market place. Thus in 8ll the willages throughout the

land, these men skilled in science, were using it in illustration

of their texts and doctrines, and thereby notions of science

were becoming familiar to the mass of the people.
Astronomy,

The science of this period was however lergely mingled
with superstition. Practical astronomy had reached a state of

great perfection and tables of over & thousand fixed stars and
C).»

 planets had been drawn up two or three centurfs before.® One of

the tebles fell into the hands of Roger Bacon abont the year
1267.% At this period too, the Jews at Toledo drew up the

" gelebrated Aiphonsine Tables®™ from Areb sources,> English men
df science were among the firs% to receive and spread the

knowledge of Astronomy in Europe.

Traill H.D. "Social Bngland® Vol,ll Chap. Y. Page 75.

Ibida . TVol.ll. Chep, V. Page 76.
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Astrology.
"But the theoretical astronomy of the day was fundae

mentally wrong, aand had o be proved so by ceaturies of btoil,

draggedvmeanwhile at the heels of everg charlastan of later daysUL
It became & mass of superstition and a populsar means of practising
charlatenry. The positiqhs of the stars were supposed to gffeét
earthly.affairs. Children's futures were predicted at their
birth, An importent office of astiology was to pronounce oﬁ thé
proper time for doing anything, Whether it were a matter of gefting
married, going on ayjounney,»or making WaTe Medieines were to
be teken, or p®ople to be bled, only when the moon was in certsin
positions. The astrologer required s conéiderable amount of:,
real astronomical skill, so in cousse of time a'mass of réal
observations; taken to check the tables used, would be accumulated.
Magic. -

In the middle ages é_béliéf in magic grew and spreaa.>
It was a peribd when pilgrims and other wandersrs brought back
tales of marvellous thdngs in far off lands and any wonderful
thing was looked on as quite possible. Stories of strange
heppendngs were joined, confused and added to until men began‘té'
whisper of e compact between the Evil One and the necromancer,

and black mégic wes fully established in the popular imegination,

Side by side with this was White Magic largely composed of a
knowledge of whét mey be called the sympathetic properties of
things. |

rd

g,

= f\/ Treill N.D. - "Social England" Vol, 1l. Chep V P. 76
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Thus chyrsolite, belng clear and puue, typified Wisdom' accerdingly

‘the-wearlng of chpysolite was believed to bring wisdom. Many
charms may be expiained by seli»hypnotism, or by the sction of
drugs apd fumes. During the l4fh. centur& an- impertant change _
took place cdnsequent on the attitude of the churech. By it,all
magic became considered as the result of & diabolical compact
expressed or understood, In 1324 a woman was burned alive for

practising magic at Kilkenny;i;

Alchemy, |
“Alehemy was the speoculative and practical science of the
-dsy. It was of Eestern origin, and at this period was brought to
Europé along with medicine. The first nemes connected with alchemy
in England are those of writers on medicine, and the rise of
 alchemy was due to a ﬁistaken an&logy'froﬁ medicinén A1l metals
were considered to be of the same matter,'snlphﬁr and mercury, cand
- the differences between e.ge lead and silver, were put down to &
corrupt or diseased sulphur and mercury. &laheﬁiﬁts sqaght o
& panacea which would expel the eorruptionlfrom the sulphur and
mereury'of imperfect metsals, leaving them pure éiler and gold.
' People soon recoginized that the alchemists could not mske
naturel gold and proclamations were issued ageinst bad money.
}“IA a very few yearé the practice‘of alchemy became so widespresad
ﬁhat it became a public danger and¥the er#fﬁ of multipying gold

and silver'! was declared a feloay by statute in 1403%¥2

i 1 Drefll H.D.  "Soclel England” Vol. 1l. Chap V P 80
@ Ibid, “ | Vol. 11 Chap V P 83
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. One passage seams to indicgte a belief in astralqu on
the part of‘the poet, for he'says,
"Cleregie cometh bote of siht and kynde witﬁ of sterres
'4s to be bore other bygete in suche oonstellaeion;

That wit wexeth ther=o0f and othere wyrdes bothe.”
("PO the P.". CopaSSoXVc 11, 5092)

But Dame Study, in her advice to the dreamer, classes
Astronomy with other sciences, as unprofitable and deceitful,
She tells him that these seiences are all based upon sorcery:

those who praetisé them desl in guileful speech and trickery:

. their main use is to deceive the people, and &ll who would do good

must beware of dealing wifh them. Those 'she says® who would find
Doewel must learn To love: they mustvpray'fer~their enemies and
return gbod for evil. ®Po love thus is better for the soul than
to know any science that exists. |

ke astronomye is an harde thynge and yvel for to knowe

ﬂGeometrie end geomesye is ginful of speche;

Whowso thenketh werche with tho two thryueth ful late

For sorcerye is the soueryne boke that to the science 1§ngeth

Yet ar there fybicches in forceres of fel mennes makynge":

Experimentz of alkenamye the people to deceyue,

If thou thinke to dowel dele ther=with neuere

Alle thise sciences I my=self sotiled and ordeyned

And founded hem formest folke to deceyue.
(*P, the P.". B.pass X, 1l. 207a215}
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Cpap. 11l. (k) Wayfarers, Minstirels, Messengers, Beggars, Robbers.

In the middle ages there were several classes of men
who spent their lives.wan&ering up and down the highroadse. Some
of them had restiﬁg plabes, many bad ndt, but just wandered on
without any fixed itinerary, ahd rested where they ceuldbprocuri
sheltef. Conspicuous among these wayfarers were the minstrels.
zhey were very popular and were welcome everywhere, for with"them
travelled the oaly e#isting music and popular peetry, and theix
éengs brought joy and forgetfulnesm to meny a troubled hearte |
They were found gt ali feasts and festivities, where their‘&dty
wes to enliven the thrpage Except for the yearly feasts and |
their miracle plays, there wes no kind of theatre, and there
were few better amusements for the lords then listening to the
- minstrels who sang eflbygone warriors and hefoea of romance,
adding new'déscriptiens and sdventures to the old songse The
king and some of the richer nobles kept regular companies of
minstrels in their pay. The services of others were well |
rewarded, ”Wanﬁering singers seldom came 66 & cestle where they B
did not get gifts of closks, furred robes, good meals and manqy*l‘
This generous trestment rendered their lot sn eaviable one and “
led to an overcrowding of the profession. 4Abuses followed. Men
babqﬁefginstrels because they were too lazy to work; then they
aasaeiafed themselves more and more with the licentious bands of

tomblers, jugglers and loose characters in the taverns and fell

into public contempt. The jugglery and b#ifobnary}wero exceed~

ingly coarse but they remained popular., Other important causes

Jusserand J.J. "English Wayfaring Life xlvth Century% Pert 1ll.
. Chape lo P.200.
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of the disappesrsnce of minStrelsy“were the invention of printing,
which made books more common and extended the spreading of reading
among the ﬁeople. Lenglend classes minstrels among the less
usefull and respeetabie members of society. It isv%rue that he
twice suggests that the money they received ié & proper reward
for their services In Meed's defence of herself, she shows how
essential she is t0 the reelm &and eamong those why receive pay for
their work she enﬁmerates the minstrels., In this pessage Meed is
represented &s lgwful reward, and not a&s bribery. Also-in the |
field full of folk, among the mingled crowd psrsuing its diverse
occupations, there are some who create mirth as minstirels have E
the art of doing, and "geten gold with hire glee, synneless I leue™,
On the other hand in CQnaeienee's indictment of Meed, hergzézz b
ninstrels &s amongst thase gge, as bribery, is cqmmenj-ana in tke
throng in the field opposed to the true minstrels are those
deceitful ones th‘make fools éf themselves bedause they are too
lazy to wofk, though they aré guite capable of earhing their
livelihood at honest toil.

*ic lapers and iangelers Iudas chylderen

Eeyen hem fantasies and foles hem maketh

And hen hera witte at wille to worche yif thei sholde"™,
(”E. the P.N BQ 21'90 11, 3 5‘7’

The much spught after Liar, when temperarily‘off duty from the
pardoners, friars, Ieeches end spice-sellers, was once caplured
by minstrels and messengers and held by them for half & year and

eleven days.”

’} "Plers the Plowman" Text B. Pass.lll. Ll.132,
4 Ibid ~ gext B. Pess.ll. 1l. 227«8.
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Abtiw&évitahtells éenscienca that he follows the pr@fessioa of
minstrelsy. But he gets few robes and furredvgawns5 and so cannot
be & true minstrel, and this is not only because he knows little
about music, butkbecause he does not indulge in the coarse triéks
and Jests of other performers. _ |
"Wbl&a'ieh iye and do men langh theanne laceh&n ick sholde

Mantels other moneye emong lordes minstrales¥,
("Pe the P", C.pass XV1. 11.29594}

Wit,in bemoaning the ‘many vices of the age, compleins of the
way in which the minstrels have degra&ed what shoudd be & noble
professiono

“"Wolde neuer the faithful fader his fithel were vntemprea

‘Ne his gieman & gedelzgnge wvgoar to taunernes".
tP. the Be"s Bepsss 1X. 11.102«-5)

Dame Stady also complains that the art of minstrelsy has
become mn indulging in fallies, . dea@itful living, drinking,
Salking nonsense, spesking foulIWOras, and s1anaering those
who give no giftes | '

wThei conne namore mynstralcye ne mnsyke man t0 glade,

Ehan Munde the mylaere of multa fecit deusl™
("PQ the P." B.pses X. 11045"4)

Disapprovael is expressed several times;Qf the eustom of giving -
money and clothes to the minstrels, instead of to the poor and
helpless. In the C text, following the confession of slath; is
& passage on the preveiling attitude towards religion. People

no longer care to hear about Christ, but wanted oanly fools and

. flatterers-te make them 1augh.
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'fﬂhé patrierehs and prophetes, and those who presched Ged's word,
can seve mens soul@ from hell, _'
BRyght so flaterers and foles sren the fendes prﬁéhraxores,

“Entyaen‘men thorgh here tails to synne asnd to harlotrie®.
("P.the P. C.pass V1ll. 117901

Pherefore charity given to these jesﬁers is wrongly bestowed, and |
rich men are advised to entertain in their place, the poor, the
pling and the bed ridden. ,

#Glerkus and knyghtes welcometh kynges mynatrales

"4nd for lous of here lordes lithen hem at festes;

Muche more, me thenketh riche men aulbte

Haue beggers byfore hem whiche beth godes mynstrsles,

As he s#ith hymself seynt Iohen bereth witnesse,

) SO Qui uos spernit, me eciam spernit.” o |
{"P.the P."« C.pass Vlll. 11,97=101)

Mossangefsc

0f the many constant travellers in the 14th Ceatury the
messengers were the swiftest. 4s travélling was Gheir sole
ocoupation they were naturally good horsemen. They were clever
at getting out of trouble on the highroads or &t the inns exd

if they were the messengers of some powerful noble, or e:vthe

_king, heavy fines were the punisknent of any one who tried to
gtop them, "Messengers were the only équivalent for mail and
parcels post; They were to be found in the service of abbots,

: T
4 bishops, nobles, sheriffs, and of the king™s”

‘L Jusserand, J.J. “Bnglish Weyfaring Life x1Vth4%entu:y* Part 11.
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They whre too expensive & luxury to be possessed by everybody,

snd poor people, wishing to send letters, had to wait until

- some friend went on & journey in the desired direction. The

king kept twelve messengers in his service and paid them &
regulsr salary., They trevelled with him wherever he went and

VQad to be in constant resdiness to take & message anywhere at

any mements‘ ”In time of war they had to conceal their real
gquality and were in eOns@aht danger of being stopped and having
their bag searched and their letters opened. Peaple felt very
strongly &bout fereignera»living in England, many of them being
frisrs who might disclose the mecrets of the realm in their :
private corresPQnﬁance";i
| It is evident;that messengers werse not only safe from
molestation but evean possessed priviloges not granted to other
travellers, Scripture, in a discourse oa the respective
difficulty which the rich and the paer‘would experience 1n
passing through Purgatory, compares the former class to a
merchant and the latter te"messengers. If & merchant and &
messénger meet together, and are going on the seme journey, the
former mustfneads be loager on the road. For the merchant is
hindered by nis pack and his debts, if he tries to take a short
cut through fields asnd is ceught by the haywerd, he must
forfeit his hat, hood or gloves, oOr perhéps & spm of moneye
Many times he_ié required to stop and pay toll on his merch&ns

dise; he is afraid to travel after dark on sccount of robbers.

// Jusserand, J.J..”English Wayfaring Life X1Vth Century® Part 11,

Ghapollo P.229.
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On the other hand the messenger tells his errand, shows his

letter and is allowed to pass; he may make free ase‘of'short

_cute through fields,for,—

#Phauh the messager make hus wey amydde the whete,
‘wble no wys man wroth be ne hus wed take;
Ys non haiwarde yhote hus wed for to take;

Necessitgs non habet legem™. .
(*P.the . P", C.pass, X1V. 11, 43«5)

He is exempt irom paying toli, end hés no fear~of robbers, for

‘he travels without goods.

wTher the marchaunt ledeth s male with meny kynne thynges,
ind dredeth to be ded theresfore and he in derke nete
With robbours and reuers that riche men dispoilen;
mher the messager is sy murye hus mouthe-fﬁl of éenges,
And leyueth for hus leﬁteres that no wight wol hym greune.?
’ ("P. the P.¥. Cepass X1Ve lle 56#60) .
Robbers. N
Numerous were the outlaws and bandits to which the
forests of thevmiddle'ages'gave shelters Though modern qjvila
izaﬁion was beginning, the roads were nb? yet safe to.trévellarsa
But the outlaws were not the only ones whe practised highway
rebbery. ,Erequently & lord or knight, surrounded by devoted
men, wouldvhold up merchant's.Servants,vtrévelling with their
naster's goods; often the bailiff,who pursued them with his men,
wqﬁld find himself opposed stoutl&-and would be forced to take
flights The preamble to a statute in 1378 complains of the
misdeeds of these men, who ride about destroying and taking

possession, or lie invwait and best or slay people and sct as
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Lo o though it were war.” The servants fought meny such fights foi
tgeirllora and received his preteeﬁion in returns Besides

the&e, the:e were the outlaws in thg forests. ”Invthe>p0pular

mind, the idea of the grand rustling forest and the idea of |
the free life which the'prescribed led there, were mingled 1in one
and the same sentiment of sympathy. ths is why, &alongside of
the Arthurian epic, we £ind that of the trees and bushes, that
of the brave men who, dwelling in the underwood, were imagineé
t0 have struggie& for publi¢ liverty, those of Hereward, of |
Pulk Pitz-Warin, of Robin Hood. Let 2 man be pursued, he was
immediately on his way to the‘forest; it was easier»te get there,
he remained nearer to his relstions, and he wes quite as safe as
if he had crossed over to the QOntinent“.& Once the sentehce.of

- outlawry was péssed a han was pragticaliy forced to become &
*brigand to gain a livelihoo&, and as the senfence of death, and
consequently of outlawry if the criminal escaped, was the
punishment given for many crimes, the number of outiaws became
 very larges Beside fugitives from juétice, many of these |
forest dwellers'wére peasants who‘had fled from their overlords;.
some perhaps %o escape_hard treatmeht, many through the desire
to see more of the world, and to become free men, and many |
simply wished ﬁo avoid work. Added to these two classes were the

- rough characters, common to all ages to whom & life of brigandage

and crime sppesled. 48 & testimony of the popularity of the tales

4, Jusserand, Je 3. “English Wayfaring Life X1Vth Century" Part l.
: Ghap.lll. P.149.

4 Inid Part 1l. Chapellle P.253.
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‘of outlaws. Sloth, & parson, confesses that he does not know‘
his pater«noster’ well, but . |
" "Ich can rymes of Robin Hood, and of Randolf, erl of Chestre
Ec of our lord ne of oure lady, the ﬁﬁst-that ever was
maked." ("P.the BY C.pess Vill. 1l. 11~12)
Following the confe331on of Sloth is the repentance of Robert
the Robber (in A & B texts). He wept sorrowfully because of his
‘misdeeds, and because he-&id no means of restoring the manj things :
he had dishonestly gained, and could not hope to earn by lébor
all he owei.f 11 the throag in the field, the dreamer oa the
"Malvern Hills S&W'amongst others, deceitful beggars who had all
the bread they could eat or cram into their begs, and yet went
‘gbout fighting for food and spending their days in surfeiting
and rioting. Sloth and Ribvaldry sccompany these knaves,
*In glotonye, god it~ﬁote gon hy to bedde
“And rysen withﬁriban&ye the Roberdea'knaves

SIepe and sore sleuthe seweth hem eure¥.
("Pothe P.%, Be Pro, 1l. 45"‘5)

"Robartes men Or Robertsmen, were a set of lawless x&gabenﬁs
notorious for their outrages when Piers Plowmen was written.

The statute of Edward 11l. (an reg.J.C.XLV) specifies divers

manslaughtefs, felonies, an& robberies doné by people called
Roberdesmen, wastours and drswlacches".l Langland represenfs
the wastourw as spending in eXtravagaﬁce énd surfeiting that
which others plant and sow and labo¥ hard to earnsJd

4 ‘ ' _ _

4 ] Piers the Plowman" Text Be Pass V. ll. 470w6.

| % Skest, W.W. "Williem Langlands Piers the Plowpea” Vol.ll. E.7.

Uorendm Prucs. 1756 .
8 Piers the Plowmanﬁ Pext Bs Proe 1le 20~8
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One of the passages &lready quoted in connection with

shows how merchants could not travel after dark for fear of

robbery or death at the hand of these bandits.l

Beggarse
Langland shows great sympathy for the true poor, for

the blind and the maimed and those ®no are unable to earn thelr |

livelihood otherwise then by begging; but he has only coantemp?

and harsh criticisms for those who &ssumeé gilments or religions

disguise because they are 100 lazy to work. Some of the more

vieious of these have already been classed amoung the rabbers;i

Among the pilgrims waiting for Plers to guide them to the shrine

of Sﬁ.fruth, were gome Who wanted to sit around idly.

ngnd hulpen erie his~ha1f~acra with h¢W'trollilolli“.§

When Piers said they gould get no food if they did not get To

work they pretended to Dbe blind or erippled.. They were willing

to pray for Piers and his plough too ,but complained that they

were much %00 411 to werk. The ploughmen replied, that those

who were really helpless should be given the best food he had,

but thasa who were shamming would soon be aiscovered,and treated

accordingly, they were Spanﬁthrifts and idlers who wasted what

honest men toiled herd to earn and should therefore be given oaly

the poorest foode. One of the wasters then grew angry and would

have fought Piers, put the latter appeale&(to the knight,

"to kepe hym, &5 couensnte was from cursed shrewes™,

j piers the Plowman" Text Ce Pass X1V, 11e56w8.
Ibid , " pext B. Proe 1l. 40=5.

\i} \

Ibvid Text B‘_P&SSQ‘Y]-Q 1.118.
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wand fro this wastoures wolueskynnes that maketh the worlde

deres

For tho waste and wyanen noughte and that ilke while
Worth neuere plente amonge the people ther=while my plow
liggeth" (“P.the P", B.pess V1. 11, 16265)

AY

But the knightis efforts were unavailing and the idlers continued “

to rebel until Piers called upon Hungers The severe treatment of

Hunger soon brought the deceivers to reason; they hestened to

work, and, |
“Blyﬁ&e and bedredden were~botene&'a.thausande

That seten to beg syluar sone were thél heled®™
("Posthe P." Bepass vi. 11, 19405}

In reply to Plers question as to how he was to treat beggars,

Hunger eanswered,

"Here now" gquod Hunger "and holde it for a.wis&ome° |
Baldewbaggeres and bigge that mowe her bred biswynka
With houndes bred and hers bred holde vp her hertis

| kbate hem with benes for bollyng of her wombe;
1 | And gif the gomes gracche bidde hem:'go swynke,

And he shal soupe swettere whan he it heth deseurid.”
("P.the P."™. Bepass V1. 11.215%20)

But he should love and help thosa wha were really in need &and

injured Dby fortune. In the pardon which Pgers received from
'Sv¢Truth beggars were not included, unless they begged threugh
necessity;L For those wﬁo begges without being obliged %o,
defrand thé needy and &eeeive the giver,-and are living centrary,m
f to the law of God and the teaching of the Church. The rich sre
h ., admonishe& never to give to beggars whose thedx ehurches are breWh"

houses. even if they faint from honnger, unless they are blind or

sick. For many of them are really imgood health, many live
the Pl@?ﬂﬁna T&xtB pass vll. 11 67~72
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-Lawléss lives, meny break their bones pufposely that they man not
be obliged to work.
"Phere is moo mysshape peple amonge thise beggeres,
| Than of alle maner men thet on this molde walketh;

&nd thel that lyue thus here lyf mowe lothe the tyme,

That euere he was man wrought whan he shal hennes fame".
("P. the P. * Bepass Vil. 11, 95m8)

But there are maany people who are really nee&y. Thede are our
neighbours, prisoners in cells, and poor folk in eottages. These
.eottagers work hard and suffer ¢0ld and hunger 10 get money to
suppert their childrean and pay their lords reat. They do not
begfand make their wants known, but to aid them with gifts ef'
food and clothing would be to perform an act of true charity,

-“Fyyaayes and festing days a ferthynguwoﬁth of muscles

‘Were & feste for such folke other so fele cockes.

These were almes, to helpe that han suche charges

And to comfortie such colyers and crokede men and blgnde".
("Psthe Pe". C.pass X. 11, 94=7] .

‘There are others too, who should be_helpe&, ThexMe are the lunatics

who wandér abeut from place to piasce, careless of heat or colde

- Fhey aré&%ie Apostles, for though they do nqt preach, they travel,
| ‘"Eithoute bred or bagge ag the bok telleth

Barfot and bredles beggeth thei of no ‘man®,
‘"p,the P.%. C.pass X. 1l. 1ae~1)

Minstrels are everywhere received by lords and ledies and are |
given presents and money.

YRyght 80 ye riche,. rather ye sholde, for sothe

-Welcoman and worshipen and with your goode helpen

Godes myn strales and hus messagers and hus murye bordeours

The which are lunatik lollers, and lepers aboute

For under godes sejre seel here synnes been ykeuered®,
("P.the P." c.pass X, 11. 154~8)



- fraud were usuallypput in the pillory, but sometimes were

{67}
Chap. 111, (1) Crime and Punishment.

"Judging by our own standards there was very little crime,
1
and very few cases are reported in the City records.ﬁ/ Murder,
burglary, highway robbery, and gross theft were capital crimes

and the punishment was hanging. These guilty of forgery or

imprisoned or set in the stocks. The pillory was also the
punishment for the,secbniigffence df'yarjury:_for'thevfirst
effeneé; the eriminal had to stand on & high stool, 'coram
p0pulo' and conqus'his sin, This punishment, with the sddition
of & whetstone tied around the neck, was meted to those guilty

of telling lies or slanderinge The "thewe™, & pillory esmpecially

for women, was the punishment‘forAchildastéaling, for thickening

the bottom of a quart withvpitcﬁ, for selling putrid soles, for
being & procuress, and for false accusation. It/was aléo infliaé ‘
ted in 1375 on & women for being & common scold, for annoying
her*neighbors by her malicious ﬁcrds, backbiting, and sowing
envy, discord, and illewill among theme “The pillory was'the
punishment for-cheating with false tables and dice, for slandere |
ing the mayor, for gelling putrid conger, fqr pretending to be & |
physieian, for sorecery, practising the art of magic and sooth-
gaying; whilst anyone counterfeiting the lieénsed beggihg poor

was to be put in the snocks.”é:

Traill, H.D “Social England" Vol.ll. chap.VI. P.270.
Ibid " " Vol.ll. Chap.Vl. Pe270.
Ibid . " Vol.1ll. Chep. VIePe271.
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Mr, Skeat differentiates between the various stools used. The
'pyningastool‘, also called 'eucking stool®, was the sest of
ignominy.’ ¥In Seotland, and ale-wife who exhibited #bd drinks
to the public was put apon the 'cockustule'"}’ "It was different
from the 'dueking»stool”, which was a punishment especially for

scoldsﬂ/ He also quotes “from various scurces, several examples
of punishment of the pillory meted;« to bakers for 8elling light
breazd or for making bmwead out of putrid meterial; to & weman for
selling mixed butter; to others for selling bad meat, giving
ghort measure,_or for other fraudulent practices.

| It is evidenf, though, that persoas guilty of these
verious offences'did aof always pay fhe penalties. Envy confessed

thaet he had been guilty of backbiting, ehiding, and bearing false=

,witness? Avearice and his wife practised meny frauds, such as

giving short messure and welght, eand mixing poor ale with the goed%
Yot all seem to have eseaped the pillory, for they make no

mention. of ite Langland complains too, that the mayors have

beea corrupted by bribery and fail to punish on the pillories and

. 'pyning=stools®, the brewers, bakers, butchers, and cooks from

-

whose frands the poar people suffer so mueh.z

When Pees came to Westminstér and 1aid his charge againgt
Wrong, Wisdom and Wit told Wrong that he would certainly be

punished unless Meed could obtain his parddn,

Warindm Prass. 176 -

1 Skeat. WeWe "William Langlands Piers the Plowman" Volelle Pe4d3.

g Ibid ?01 11, P42,
s Piers the Plowman® Bepass¥e 11, 94-130,

uIbid Bepass.Ve. 11, 204~227,

7.Ibid :

BOPaSSGlll . 11. 76=90,
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*for bothe thi lyf and thy londe 1yth in his grgce" T
"Offen&ers convicted of great crimes were pat 'in the kings
grace', who could hang them and eonfiseate their property,

.unle:s he were pleased to sheW'mercy. 3ometimes he wes sstisfied
with execting & heavy fine".g, _ | |

| The right Qf sanciuary, also, saved many criminsls from
imprisonment or death, A.chureh was a sacred place and ihaever
crossed the threshold was under the protection of God, and place&
himsalf beyond the reach of men and of the law.3 "To érag men
out of sanctuary was a aacrilege which brought down excommnnic~
&tion%, 5 This right was very velunable for political offeniers,

but also, and much more 8o, for robbers and other criminals 57

-

1 Piers the Plowmen" B.pass.ILV. 11.73. o o $rssor 1556

L Bkeat, W.W. 'William Lenglands Piers the Plowman® Vol.ll P.56,

Jusserand T "English Wayiafing Life" XIVth cantury“ ghapélll. P,
. LO2=

Chap.lll. Polﬁ?

Chep.lll. P.159,
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chap.lll. (J) Miscellaneous.

oo * Attitude towards Welshmen and foreigners.

éhere are several characteristics of fhe time, mentioned
by Landlsaad, whiéh cannot conveniently ve dealt with under any
specified heading. Such are,~ the attitude towsrds Welshmen,
to Jews and Lombards: the coinsge, and the spoiling of ehiidren. |
(1) The Welshmen of the period frequently'har&sséd their BEnglish
neighbors by making raids soross the border and carrying off all
the porteble property they could lay hands one This pillage wes
the subject of many complaints made to parliasment by the people
of the Western Counties, though it it probable that the Welsh were
not the aggressors in every case. Lengland's sttitude towards ﬁhé
Welsh 1S’the natural one if he was, &s was alwsys supposed until
W r ‘recently, & native of the western cdunties, In the tavern |
deseribed ia Glatton's coniessiun, among the boisterous, riotaus

e
throng 1s' Gryfin the Welshe's A&nd in the C.text the repentance

of A:aricé is followed by that of & Welshmsn who confessed sorrow
at his férmer dishoneat life.
®Then wag ther g Walishman was w@nﬂérliche sory,
He highte ?yign Yeld~zageyn-if-ich so moche haue,
Al thet ich wiekeddliohe wan sytthen ich wit hadde:
And thamk my liflode lacke leten ich nelle
That ech men shel haue hus er ich heanes wende,

For me ys leuer in this 1if as & lorel-beggen

Than in lysse to lyue and lese lyf and soule®™,
(“P.the P, eoP&SSQ Yllo 11'3093515}

@,‘upiers the Plowman. Bepsss Ve 1lle324.
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coinaée (z)

‘One of the things Baward 11ls reign was especislly noted
for was the imprcfement of the coinage. When Edward l. returned
from the Holy Lend one of his first reforms was directed to the
coinageéz Clipping of coins had become & widespread practice
and numbers of people were put to death fof it.z The Jews were
supposed 0 be the worst offenders.~ Though E&;ar&‘lg punished
those who clipped fhe coins, he reduced the sliver in the peany

by about one per eent.} In the 17th year of Edwaerd llls reiga

~ appeared a new colnage and one which wes in geld:L These were

florins, halfeflorine and guarter floring. They were not well

received and were recalled:; But at the end of the same yesr the
. %

king sgain issved a gold coinsge. These were nobles, maille

nobles and ferling nobles, and at once became pepularf> Iﬁ the

device, which was & new one, Edward was represented gs stending

'in 8 ship with the banner of St.George at the mesthesd, & sword

in his right hend and on his left & shield with the arms of
England and Er&nce?— The device may hgve been megély o eommemaﬁs
ate the vietory at Slays'over the French f;eetg When the king
personally captained the English fleet; but the national
sentiment was flattered by the notion that it was a claim to the

dominion of the seas.g

Praill. HeDe "Social England"” Vole.ll. Chap. Ve Pe58e
Ibid "  Vol.1ll. Chape V. Pe59.
Boid »  Vol.ll. Chap. V. P.60.
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The noble became so pepulax’thraughaut Europe that it was
difficult to keep it in England. There was little change msde
in the sliver coinage, but groats and half groats were used as
well as pennies.zf '

Though Mr. Traill seys thet the florins were recalled
soon after being iseued, Langland mskes at least two references
which geem to indiecate that he was familiar with them.

"Thanne fette Fauel forth floveynes ynowe
m&nd bad Gyle to gyue gold &l s&boute,
And nemeliche to the notaries that hem none ne faille,

And feffe Eals~witnes with floreines ynowe",.
("P.the P." .Bwpass 1l. 11.145s5)

Consaience, in accusing Meed of corrupting the law and the
Justices daelares that

”Eeith mey noughte have his forth here flareines go so thikke"
, YP.the P.". Be.pass 111, 11.136,)

Po the other new coin mentioned in "Social England" i,e, the groat,'

there are several references. Beasdn, when edmonishing the throng,

| "Warnede Watte hys T;J‘was to blame
| That hire hed was worth halne & mark

His hode nought worth & grote®,
?“P.the Pe". Bepass Ve 1ll. 59?1)

Avarice kept his best ale in his bower or in his bed chamber,
"And who~s80 bummed theraaf bought'it thersafter

A geloun for a grate got wote, no lesse¥.
f"P.the PQ '« Bepass V011922504)

e
} Praill. H.D. "Socisl England"™ Vol.lls Chape. V. P60,
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Jews snd Lombards (3)

In the thirteenth century the feeling‘against Jews
had become very bi%ter. Stetutes had been passed to restrain
the excessive usury which\they praétiséd. It had &lso heen

_enacted that they wear & badge in the shape of the two tables
of the Law of Moses. The Commons tried to heve them banished,

but they gave the kigg & large sum of money to be allowed to

reﬁain. But the populer antagonism was too great, and in

,i . 1290 an fAct of Banishment upon Jews was passed, and their im-
movable goods were»cdnfisaated:L

The Jews were succeeded in the money lending trade

'by the Lombards, and these latter consequently became hated

| by the commons. These money-lenders, though unpopular among

| | the nation, were very often, useful to the kin?g who, in
return for his protection could always obtain large sums of
money from them when Perliament refused to grent him funds.

The XKing often found it imposéible to ecarry on & wer, and even

| to pay his expensesin time of peacel out of the amount of

money thet Parliement considered sufficients

.
1

j:Traill Hse De M"Socisl England"™ Vole 1lke Chape Ve P.‘llﬁo
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THough the Jews had been formsxlly banished from the Kingdom,
'mahy.of them must have found the means of remaining behind, or of
returning end carrying on their old trades For; half a century
later, Langland refersvto them zlong with the Lombérds &s being

usurefs. Avarice when asked by Repentance ifi he ever practised
usury, replied : |
"Nhy sothely”, he said, "sauwe in my youthe
'IAlearne& among iombardes and Iewes & lessoun,
To wey pens with a peys, and pare the heuyest
And lene it for louwe of the cross to legge & wedde and
lese it,"
("P, the Pe® Be. pass.Vill 241l=4)
He also confesses that; a | v )
"With Lombar&es lettres I ladde golde to Rome

Ana t@ke it by taille here% and tolde hém there losse.
("P. the P.". Be Pass Ve 1l 251«2)

Reason tells the king thaet theseamOney 1enderé will no longer be
necessary to him when Meed and the many abuses which follow in

her trein are expelled from the land, =znd whexn: he Reason rules

the realmo
"And Ich dar leggs my lyf the $oue wol lene the suluer
To wege thyne and help wynns, that thou wilnest after
Mbre then &l thy marchauns other thy mytrede bissopes.

Other anhardes of Lukes that lyvea by lone as Jewes."
B - ("Ps the P." C, Pass.V. 11 191.4;

‘The paet showa no hostility to the Jews es & race bgt merely te
their usurous practiges. As may be seen by several reference %o

them, he expresses the hope that they will tura to Christienity

when the errors existing within the Church have been reformed.
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Spoiling Children (4)

One of the results of the terrible ravages of the
Black Death, was the growing—tenaency to spil the children. That
the loss of many thousands of lives should make the children then
groWing up, doubly-dear‘té their parents, is quite matural, end
it is prbbably natural also thet over-indulgence should assume
the prOportion of a resl vices Reason, when preaching to the
people in the field, warnea them ggainst thiss
"4nd thenne he charged chapman to chasten her children
mLata no wynnyng hem forweny whil thel be yonge
Ne for no pouste of pestilence plese hem noughte out of
. redoun
My syre seyde so to me, and g0 did my dsme
Thet thalledere childe the more lore bihoueth,
And Salsmon seide the same that sspience made,
*Qui parcit viige, odit filiam?
The'Englich of this latyn is who-so wil it knowe

Who-so spageth the spryange spilleth his childrea.'”
. ?“P. the P." B. p&ss Ve 11 33%41,

Reason, in the trial of Meed at Westminster, when asked to have
pity oﬁ Wrong, declared he would have none till various reforms

ations had teken places One of these was that “childrgn cheriss~.

yng be chastyng with yerdes". |
, : (P, ‘Bhe_Ps“ B. pass 1V. 117)
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Chap. 111 (k) Labour Troubles.

In the l4th century the long and not yet ended struggle
between capital and labou¥ hed its beginning in BEnglend in the

.quarrel between the landowners and the peasants. In order to give

any clear sccount of the causes of the quarrel it wiil be necw
essary to summerize briefly the relations existing between the
two clesses. The lords owned vast domains, and on these lands
existed two classeé of men who cultiveted the land:e the free-
men who paid their rent in moaey or sarvices, but who Were pere
sonally free: the viileins who paid their remt in services. |
These latter were by far the more numerous class. They belonged
to the land, and could not leave it without the cohsent“of their
lorde A villein could pﬁrchase his freedom if his lord wished
to sell it to him, or gein it by running away and remaining in
a free town for & year and 8 day, without once leaving it, and
without the lord having iﬁterrupted the prescr@ption.ji

\ Uéually about & third of thelland was reserved to him-
self by the lora,'and this was his demesne. The rest was divided
into small héldings amongst the tenants. In return for the
land the tenants cultivated the lord's demesné,and pérforme&
other services;;such &s darting, ﬁhenever the lord might fequire
theme Meny of them slso had to render a small tribute in kind,
such as éggs on feast deys or & little seed wheat one & year, but
in return meals ﬁere often provided for them while tﬁey were eme

3
plged on the demesnes

Juséerahd JeJ."English Wayfaring Life X1Vth Century" Part 11.Cheap.
g ' 111, P. 268.

% Treill H. D "Social England” Vol. 11 Chap. Ve Pe 94.
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As a lord's eétate usuall&vconsisted of several manors in
aifferent”parts of the kingdom it was impossible for him to exact
N personally the services of his tenanﬁs. So each ﬁancr Was‘hande&'
over to & bailiff, who looked after the accounts and acted as &
sort of overseer:L In thls work, the bailiff wss assisted by sube
ordinates who were themselves villeins, and who were chosen by
their fellows to be responsible for them if they failed in pera
forming their services?x any vi;liea was liable to be chosen to
hold one of these’offices, so that it was to the intereat of e&ch
to see that the rest did their services. 4s & last resort, the
villein's &s & whole werehiesPonsible for each other, so if the
lord failed to get satisfgctian from his officers he‘douIGVfine
the whole tounshipg' The most important of the beiliff's sube
ordinates were the reeve or provost and the haywarﬁcj
During the 13th éentury & change took place on many
manorse This was the gradual replaaihg of the viileins, and fheir
obligation_of rendering services, by & clasé of prectically free
.laborers who paid their reat in money and worked for money wages,

though in the eyes of the law, these men remained serfs for many

b years moree®

Treill E. D. "Social England" Vol. 11 Chep. V. P. 94

,{ 5
| 2 Ibid Vols 11 Chape Vs P. 92
4 Ibid o Vol. 11 Chape Ve P. 974
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% . The agency which brought this . about was the selfl interesﬁ,e
average menorisl lord. Under’the system of services, ﬁhe 1&n¢
owner; received no money from his teneants end a8 compulsory
lsbor is proverblsally ineffective, it could not have been essy
to get the domain properky cultivated. The sdvancing civilization
with its increasing love of iuxury, the pomp and splendoi, followe
ing the riée of chivalry, the prevalent taste for Suilaing'an&
a somewhst ostentatious charity, ali comgihed %o increase the
lord's need of ready moneye. This he gained by allowing his
tenants to pay their rent in money, and at the seme time'he'paid
money‘wages to these same serfs to cultivate his land. In this
fsystam there were admentages to each side. The lord gainei his

 resdy money, and if the money were not forthcoming he could &l-

- wegs fall back on the old system of services; and his work was
done better by hired workmen than it had been done under the
compulsory method. The villeins for their part now felt that
their work was véluntary and remunerative. E;so, when the lord
ned enough laborers to do his work he did not greatly care
whether the rest of them stayed on the lend or not, snd for &

smell fine ellowed them to go end geek work elsewhere, Thus

1

meny of the serfs left the land and became practically freee

- Praill H, D. "Socisl England”,  Vol. 11 Chape Vi P 9899,

(Foregoing paregreph taken from pages from "Social Englanﬁ“ a8
quoteé.) ,

gy~ s




(19)

This system was found so sdvantageous to both sides that many

lords permenently sdopted it; Othem still clung to the old

system of demesnding services. By the middle of Edward 1lll's

reign, these wandering serfs formed a cless of workmen, who

though not legally free, sought work where they could find it.
But in the year 1348 all this changed and hope of future pro-
gress died away? The Bleck Death raveged England and blotted
out over & third of the population. The harvesis robted in
the field with no one to gather them,anﬂ femine resultede The
lendowners now had a large smount of land on their hands, and
hed no one to work it. Meny tenants had died leaving no
successors, and the land thus veeated &s well a8 his own dems.
esne, hed to be eultivated by the lords But the laborers,
realizing their value, demanded exarhitant wages, sometimes
two or three times the amouwbth@yhad received before the

pestilence?

Cosincident with the demand for higher wages
céme the demand for better snd more luxinrious feoi. The 1lgbe
orers now goorned their former fare. The landowners had to
choose between tho losses. Either they must let their lends
lie uncultivated or pay suchwages that they would cultivate

et & losse’

- | Traill He Do "Social Englend"

Vole. 1lle Chape Ve Ps 98

. Inid Vole 1le Chap.Vle Pe 137
- 3 Ibid Volellle Chepe VleFe 138
y-Ibid Volellls ChapeVle Pe l4Ze
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Added to this, there was the danger thet meay workmen if unable
to obtain the wages they asked, would become'"Sturdy beggars™
and become a publie menaceg/ Té remedy this, the Statute of
Labourers (15514;Was passed requiring thet every man or woman
| under 60, bond or free who was able to work « " not having hie
own where of he might live" nor land of his owa to sccupy him=
self with, "should be bound to serve any amployea?who might
iequireihim, provided that the lords of any bondsman or leade
servent should be preferred before othersfoy his services,”
that such servant should take only the wages whigh were
castomary in 1347, Any workman lesving his work should be
1iedble to imprisonment, snd none under like peaelty, should
receive or retain him;y Workmen Who demanded, or landowners
who paid higher wages than those fixzed should be lisble to
fineéig In érder that these wegges be sufficient, Parliament
also tried ﬁo regulate prices, and those guiity of over= |
“chérging'Wefe liable to heavy penaltie&% But none of thesge
meagures accomplished its purpose. Some of the lendlords
attempted to continue the exaction of éervices, others broke
‘the law dnd hired runsway workmen : the workmen continued to
run away, to demand high wages or to turn wandering beggarse
Priees.continued to increases Parliamént, which represented
only the qristocracy, landowneré and wealthy‘burgesses'of the
towns, failed to see that bpposition only_made the labourers

moré obstinates

N

1-Praill He De "Socisl Englend" Vols 1l. Chape VI Pe9s /43
2 Ibid . ' . Vole 1l. Ohap.ﬂ.. PelBF /44
34 Ibid - - Vale 1ls ChapeVle Ped38 /44
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Measures taken against the rebellions peasentry increased :

in severity until finally open revolt broke ouwt. The poll tax
brought about the explosiont/ This was & tax of so much placed
on every individual of a certain age. It was assessed @0 that
the rich in & community paid & great part of the tax of the
poor. But in villages, or communities where there were no
wealthy people, the burden fell very heevily oa the poor. This
texation caused the burstiang forth of the SPirit of rebellion
which had been increasing for so many years, and in 1381 the
Peasants' Revolt broke out. The peasents in thousands marched
upon Londbn and entered the city. A&t first they hed meny
sympathiseré among the towasmen, but their excesses in blood§
ghed and pillagé soon turned all the more moderate bitizens
against'them. For two or three days they possessed the city.
Then Richard, the boy king rode fearlessly out to meel them
and make terms withAthem.’ATheir leader, Tyler, was struck
down by the mayor of Londos. Richard promised the rebels that
he would now be their lesder, aﬁd»aske& what they wisheds They
replied that they wished to be serfs no longers Their freew
dom was promised them, they received charters and the danger

was overcomes

8

Omen C. "The Political History of England.“ Vols 1Ve Chape 1l
P.26o
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In a few weeks the revolt was qniete& in every part of Engxaad. |
The charters of emancipatien were annulled and the serfs remained
serfs. Whether the revolt was of any real effect in the final
emancipation of the serfs, is & point on which historians diaagreg.
But it remeins as the first outbreak of the quarrel between‘capital
and labour, and it serves to show the great social aiscqﬁtént,xife o
emong thw working classes,

Langlan& does not meke any reference to the Peasent’s
Revolt. This mey be because at the time the C text was written,
more than ten yearshad passed away since the revolt. The A. and B,
texts were written before‘ﬁhe outbreek occurred. But the poem
reflects the esocial discontent, and the unwillingﬁess of the
iabaarers to work. The poet's attitude to the labour situation is
one of disapproval of the uandering class of jeasanta. Ehe ideal
workmen, Piers the Plowman, is sober industrions and & faithfaol
servent to his master, Langland believes in the existing order of
class distinctions; he nowhere utters the opinion that sorfdom |

should be abolished: he believes that the upper classes should

-rules He wants reform , but does not look for it in & new system

which shall alter the relationship of the various classes of
society: he preaches a reform of the existing classes by the fulew

fillment of their duties to each other. Thus when asked by the

‘dreamer to whom the wealth of this earth belangs,'ﬁoly Church

quotes the Bcripture, and gives Christ's answer to the. Jews,
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"Reddite Cesari” guod god "that Cesari bifalleth
YEt que sunt dei,dae" or elles ye done ille"
("P. the P¥ B psss l. 11 52-3) |
Repentance, when qéestianing Avarice sbout his deeds, good or
bad, asked his/ if he ever leant to lords "for loue of her '
Plers was willing to lsbour all hi; life for the knight &s
well as for himself. But, &s has been befowe pointed out,Langland
did not apprbva 0f the rich living in idleness and luxury.
Severai times he exhorts them to care for the deserving poor, and
to guard the realm from evildoers. But he censures the lazy among
the working clesses., Some of these who feign sickness so that they
may beg for & living, have already been described. Otherswho aan
hermit's or pilgrim's garb to escape work, will be dealt with lates
In the field full of folk, those are mentioné&‘who do their work
carelessly,
"0f elkin 1ibbyng laboreres lopen forth somme,
'As dykers and delueres that doth here dedes ille,
4And dryuen forth the longe day with 'Dieu vous saue,
Dame Emme'" - | | | |
| o ("P, the PY B pgologue, 1l 2224)
Resson 6n questioning-thé poet abéut his life asked him if
he had lends, or rich friends to support him, for he seemed an
idle men, a spendthrift who wasted time, and one who gained his

livlihood by begging at men's doors or at churches.

/ L
) "Piers the Plowmaen" Text B pass V. 14253
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"The Whieh is. lellarene lyf that lytel ys pPreysed,
rher ryghtfulnesee rewardeth ryght as men deserueth!
{("P. the BT ¢ Pass V1, 11 3le32)
Piers, the ideal workmanwould not go on. pilgrimage until his half
acre was ploughed, Because he laboured 8teadily and honestly he
alone knew the way to the shrine of St. Truth,

The extravagant tastes of the period spresd among the lower
clasaes. Wasters ‘and beggars would not east bread made of beans,
but demanded the best: they would drink only the finest beer,

"Laborerea that haue no lende to lyue on but her hendes,

4Beyned nought to dyne anday myght olde wortes,

May no peny~-ale hem paye ne no pace of bakoun,
But if it be fresch flesch other fische fryed or bake,

And that ehaade or plus chaude for chillyng of her ‘mawe'

("P. the Y B pass V1. 11 309-513)

Langland warns lahourers to work while they can lest famine
arise and hold the 1and in its grip The poet's attitude towards
the strife of the landowners and pessants mey be seen in the nsmes
he gives to Piers* wife and family. These names shew bis dislike
of the idle peasaﬁtry. Piers' wife's name is'Deme Worche-whan~
tyme~-is*; his daughter's is 'Doerighte»seoaruthiadameashalaﬁhea
bete': his son's is 'Saffreothi«souereyneauteuhauensherwwillademeé

hdmanoughte—forsif«thowadosteathawéshalt~itedera-abugge‘;m

/'"Piers the Plowman“ ‘Text B pass V1, 11 322332,

3 Ibid. | . Text B. pass V1. 11 80-84,
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The name of.the eentréi character denoteé bimself, Piers the
Plowman, denotes industry.
That Lengland did not believe the trouble could be remedied
by acts of Parliment, is shown by the fruitless attempt of the
, b )

knight to meke the idlers get to work.Y He thought hunger alouae
could save the sitmation by bringing the slothful and rebellious

4
peesantry to reason.~”

_ But though Lengland would have deslt harshly with the thrift-
less westers, he considered the industrious labourer one of the
most 1mportant props of the realm. Piefs deglarés - |

"I wil worsehip ther-with Treuthe by my lyue, |

And ben his pilgryme,atte plow-for pore mennes sake.
My plow—fbte shal be my pyk-stafesscssee”
(*P. the PY B pass Vl. 11 103-5)

Phus he makes the real pilérim,and follower of Truth, the
"men who works honestly for himself and others. In the pardon '

sent Piers, it was found that
“Alle 1ybbyng leboreres that lyuen with her hondes,
Th&t ‘trewlick taken and trewlich,wynnen,

And lyuen in loue and in lawe for her lowe hertis,

Heueth the same sbsolucioun thet sent was to Peres#

("P. the PY B pass vil. 11 68»65)

v "Piers the Plowman" Tex? B. pass V1. 11 166~17a)
5. Ibid. . Text B. pass V1. 11 175~azo. -
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Chap. 1V.
chureh of the Period.

From the later part of the thtrteenth century,
for many years following, the history of religion in England is the
gseme &8 on the continent. It is the age of}triunphant Catholicism
paasing into decline. The pope was now struggling against a
spirit of nationalism.whieh was steadily gaining strenghh in the
Western states of Burope. The poliecy of Edward 1. wes to hold
Rome at srm's length; and also to shake the hold of the native
English chutch over lands and chattels, check 1ts power of aggrand=
isement, and subject itg spiritual courts to thehlaw‘of.thg land.

_ By the Statdte of Mbrtmain 1275, land left to the Church by "Boad
e 0 nead" was to be forfeit to the lord, or in his default, to! the

| erawn. Hitherto the church had been acquiring lands . at an alarming
réte and it was feared all England would become church propertye
Edward lesgened the scoPé of ecclesiastical jurisdiction and
increased the pewer of the$civ11 courts. Ho also émtempted to put
a tax on Church properﬁy. Eﬁis tax he collécﬁed twice; thea the
clergy refused to wote any more money, gnd t0 vote at all save in

their pwn olericél house. The king outlawed the whole body of

clergy, but was forced to compromise, for in the mesntime nobles

and merchaants had also broken with him, and he Was obliged to turn

/

- nis sttention to troubles in Flanders and Scotland. L

| 7 mrein ngocisl England" Vol 1l. Ch. V. P 18-24e
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"Fhe Soolal aspect of Church History is the chief interest of
t;&st later years (1297-1348) after ﬁhe close of the struggle with
Edward le. The higﬁer clergy.became more and mofe pliant &s they |
fglt their growing dependance on the 6rown; the lower, except

perhaps the parish priests, were fast losing all the spirit of the

lest revival of religion. Not a few traces of anti-clerical

- 8pirit among the gentry and commons appear in the early fourteenth

' ~eentury; it is not simply against Pepel interference, monastic over-

;/'5

growth, it is the beginning of & revolt qgainstcﬁ§;;3% influence
in politice and society!jj | |

"But it was in_Juiisdiotibn that the "laleising’ movement
we.s stiongeetﬂ 3:The abuses of the dhurch courts werefspecial
objects of at%aek'by reformers. | , o

The supremaqﬁ'of the pope in England was further weskened by
the removal of the Papal See to Avignon, in the beginning of the
14th century. The Pope lost prestige by associating himself with

England's enemy France., He became considered more as & temporal

powerand liable to eriticism, Moreover, Gernamy was at this time

poor; Frence was improvished by wasg; Italy resented the loss of

the Eoly See; therefore the chief burden of supplying the Papal

revenues fell upon England. This caused dissatisfaction, then

_outepoken complaint, and finelly declared opposition, in the

)\

country which had nitherto been most loyal
Traill H.D. "Social England® Vol. 11 Chap V P 24.

Ibide | Vol, 1l. Chep V P 26.




|

o) \’\

(88)

Another praetice which perhaps caused more discontent than any=

thing else, was the’Pope's custom of making "provision" for the

next presentation.to & beneiice during the lifetlme of the incumbent.

"He had elso the unquestioned prerogative of nominating to
-bishoprics vaecated by translation; and his policy was to trenslate
bishgps-ag often as possible, and so obtain not only the fées and
fiié&fruits (or first years income) of the hishop:ﬁho wag transe
latad,'but aiso those of the prelaﬁe who was eppointed in his room¥ |
Neturally, this continual changingcausé&.the See or other benefiee“
to be neglaetea. But what cansed even greater diseontent among the
English people, was that these benefioes were often given to fore
eigners who collected the revenues without even trouhling to visit
England, |

- "In 1351, the Statute of Provisors}prohibitea the acceptance
of the iapal letters of provision, snd handed over the patronage
of beneficea 80 dealt with to the king. But the law was constanply
evadad, and all attempts at eetting' mattcrs on & more satisfactory
footing failed of any real success"’ﬁ.

» Sueh»were the conditions whieh led Wycliffe, first, to
combat the tempurallpower of the Pope; to preach the doctrine of.
Church poverty; and finally to deny ‘some of the fundamental
doctrines of cathalicism, such as Iransubstentiation and the Pope's

power of excammunication.

Traill E.D. "Social Englend™ Vol 1l. Chep V1. P 159.

Ibid, N " Vol 11. Chp V1. P 167-159.
(The foregoing paragraphgtaken. from pages quoted from "Sccial
England")
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In SPite of the existing evils, the church was still foremost

in meny good works. It was & leader in eaucatienf i1t made provision

for orphans, leperé, and the destitute poor, and in the nunneries

supplied boarding gechools for girISQf:

wphe Avarice of Churchmen, the abuses of Bishop's courts, the

constant pepel interierence, and the cempnlsarx clerical celibacy

leading %o eoncubinage were the chief drawbacks on the Churchts

usefulness. The hlgher clexrgy we

re, on the whole, pure; and men

1ike Kilwardby, Peckham, snd Winchelsea were worthy leaders of

Engiish religion; but as the doct

rine grew flxei.that locel or

national reforﬁation was heretical without the instance of Rome,

men grew tired ‘*both of the evils

l
of the age and their remedies”“

T,Traill, HeDe - ngoeisl Englend” Yol 11, Chap V P 32.
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,, Ghap o Vo )
(a) Langland's Attitude toward the Chureh; its Doctrines and

its corruptions.

Langland is at one with Wyeliffe in denouncing the moral decay
of the_ehurch,‘the eovetousnéss'of the clergy, and the vicious
‘ 1ives led by friars, pardoners, and hermits. He believes the wealth
of the Chureh to be a source of evil' he disapproves of disputes '
being taken to Rome for settlement; but he does not express any
opinions decidely antagonistle to the existing doctrines of the
Church, or to the spiritusl agthority of the Popes He Will not
deny the Pope's power o open or close the gates of Heaven to
humanity. Speaklng of the four cardinal virtues which permit or
deny entrance to Heaven, he says e
wsg of the cardinales afte courte that caughte of that name,

ﬁnd power presumed in hem & pope 1o make,

To han that power that peter hadde inptgnen I nelle'"
(“P. the PY B. prologue 11. 167«109)
Again, he expresses his belief in the pope's power 1o grant
sbsolution, but adds that he thinks it is gafer to trust the souls®
é _salvation to good WOrks. | |
"How hath the popelpowerevpardoun to graunte the peple
Withaouten eny penaunce %o passen 1n§§o heuene;

This is owre bileue &8 lettered men vs teacheth,

tQuodecumque ligeueris super terram, erit ligatum et in
| A | celis,&ct |
And so I leue lelly (1ordes forbode ellis!)

Thet pardoun and penaunce and preyeres don saue

Soules that haue sjnne& senene sithes dedly.
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s "Aic to trast to thise triennsles trewely me thiﬁketh_

Is nought so syker for the soule eerﬁis . &8 is Dowels" |
("P, the P.". B.p&ss,v11. 11.178~Q

Later, he refers to the PoPe S powers with even 1ess
confidence. Haukyn, the asctive man, complains that he has
centributed to the supborﬁ 6f the pope, and has received nothing

. in return excepting & pardon: if he eodld but procure the services
of & scribe he would write to the Pontiff gnd &sk him for & salve
to cure the pestilenoa. jﬁ ~

“FPor sith he hath the powere that Peler hym»selx hadde,
Ee hath thefpotte with the ssalue sothly"as me thinketh:

*Argentam-et aurum non est mihi; guod autem habeo, hoec

tibi do; in nomine domini, surge et ambulo."
| L Ac if mighte of miracle hym faille it is for menfbe nought
' worthy

To haue gr&ce of god and no gylt of the Popa"
{"P, the P. Be.puss ﬂllo 11045407)

_4s Whitaker'has pointed cut these lines are ironicsal,
for the Poye, who was,notoriously wealthy, is compared Go St.Peter
who said "silver and gold have I none®s “Z

Thet Lengland did not believe in the infallibility of
the Pope is ghown in Regson's sermon to the throng in the fial&‘(

"Piers the Plowman®, Texfi Be p&ss.Xlll., 11l.243<9.

W=\ -

Skeat, W.W. "Willism Panglends Piers the Plowmen". Vol,1l. P.202
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"And sithen he prayed the pope haue pite on holicherche.

And er he gyue &any grace gousene firste hym-selue¥
| ("B, the BY B pass V. 1l 51-5%)

He expresses his disepprovel of appesling to Rome for s
decision. When the followers of Meed and Falsehood were put td;
flight, e : |

"Symonye and Cyuyle senten to Rome,,

 And‘putte Bem thorw s-peles in the popes grece,
Ac Conscience to thevkyng a~cusede hem bothe,
And seide, 'syre kyng,by Cryst bote clerkus amende,
Thi kyngdeﬁ thorw here couetyse wol out of kynde wende,
And Holy Churche throw hem worth harms& for eunere¥
- ("P. the P¥ C pass 1ll. 11 243-247)
Reason declared that 1f he'rdléd the realm he would ahow no pity
gy |
“ ind alle Rome-renneres for pobberes of byyonde
Bere no siluer ouer see that signe o£vkynga sheweth.
-moythet graue ne vngiaue golde noither a&iluer, |

Vppon forfeture of that fee who S0 fynt hym at Douwere, '
" ("P the P". B.pass 111, 11 128=131)

Langland denounces the corfuptions of the Chureh whieh

. ape due 0 bribery and greed as emphaticslly &s Wycliffe. Holy'
Church tells the dresmer thatnnady‘Mbed is as intimate in the pope'’s
palace as she hargélf?: In the ridé to Westminster, desns, sube
deans, arehdeaeons,‘and other affiéials, weré saddled with silver,'

so that they would pérmit sins, such as divorces and seoret usurye?

I Plers the Plowman" Text Be. pass ll. l.25.

S

Ibid . Pext B. pass lls 1l. 172=1754
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. Conscience, recounting the crimes  of Mee&, &edléreS'ﬁhat she has
poisoned popes and impaired Holychureh{fthrough'her influence,
pishops and priests are permitted to lead immoral,lives;:as
provisors well know, she igs intimate with the Pope, for she and
Simmony seal his bullsf She supplies the commlssary with copes
and his clerks with coats,fz

Lengland believes that the ecorrupt elergy are responsible
for many of the evils of the time, Anima, in & discourse on the
necessity of being chariteble, says that, a8 holiness and honesty
spread out from Holyehurch through faithful men who teach the law
of God, g0 do &ll evils spread from her if the preachers and
teachers are an imperfect priesthood., The priests are ‘like the
trees in the summer time: some branches bear leaves, some do note.
. “Right so persones‘ané presﬁes and prechoures of holy cherehe,‘

| That aren rote of the righte faith to reule the peple;

As there the rote us roten reson wote the sothe,

shel neure floure ne frute ne faire leef be grenes”
(“P. the P. « Bepass XV.1l1,9 ?4100)

Thereforé the clergy ghould be truthful; should hate profligeecy;

\

should not asemept in tithes money which had<been dishonestly gaine&.
1t is the duty of every bishop to travel throughout his domsin,
teach the people to believe in the Trinity, to sustain them with

spiritusl food, and to provide for the neeay..ﬁ/

| "piers the Plowman" Pext B. pass 1ll. 1.127.

Ibid - Text B Pass 111, 110148“151.
2 Ivid Pext H., pass 111, 11.146-7.
T 4,Ibid Text Be pass 1lll. 1.142.
Ly sIvid ‘ Text B. pass XVe 11, 108-be

;Ibid Texf B. pess XV. 1ll. 561wd.
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But, unheppily, those who should be the people'® leaders fail in
their duty. Since the pestilence, parsoas and'prﬁests complain that
their parishes are poor and degsert them to servelin London as
chantry priests "for siluer is swete“;E Bishops and bachelors who
should be shriving their parishoners and feeding the poor, hold
political offices in Londdn, or serve'as stewards to lords and
ladies. % And Religion has now béeéme & rider, & lend buyer, end
keeps hounds &8 though he were a lord.3 Reason heéought prelates
and priests to prectise what they preached and to live as they
t0ld others to; and he advised membéra of religious orders to obey
their rules lest the king end his coueil should take away their
landsoH - | | |
Thongh the parish clergy were, on the whole, the most
fgithful and uncorrupted of the various réligious classeé§'they too
became momewhat degraded after the Black Death. Large mumbers of
them died of the plague. Liké the labourérs, they took advgntage
of their scarcity to demand Bigher salaries: many of the vacant
places were filled by ignorant men of the 1owest classes who
thought preaching a simple method of earning & living: others,
finding that their parishes had become poor gsince the plague, wenti

to0 London to serve as chantry priests.;

"piers the Plowman® Text Be p2av Ll.86.

Ibid Text B, pro. 1l. 87+96.
Fpia ‘Pext B. pass. K. 11.306%9.
Ibid | Text Be passs Ve 1l 42480

y Ibid - Text B. pro. ll. 83-6.
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g’ ' In the confession of 81oth}’Langland gives a description

of one of the unfaithful and ignorant priests. Sloth confessed

that he knew rhymes of Robyan Hood, and of Randolf, Eail‘of Chester,
but he did not kndﬁ any of our Eord or our Lady; he did not even
know his *pater-noster'. He made méng'vows; but forgot them -
immediately; he never performed penance or Waé truly sorry for ﬁis
sins. He seldom thought of God's Passion, but occupied himself
with idle teles and sle. KHe never visited sick people, or
prisoners in fetters. He would rather watch buffoonery, or games,
_ or -laugh at.lying'tales; or slander his neighbours than read
anythigg that was ever written by Mark, Matthew, Luke or John.
He neglected vigils and fastiﬁgfdays, and went %o shrift inj'
when he was 111; and then "up gesse I schryue“me".@ He did not
pay for what he bought or 66rrowed; Was in arxeais with his
gervants salaries; he mever did & kindness to a fellow christian,
and if any did him one he could not understand it.
" #I haue be prest and parsoun passynge thretti wynter,
| _Yete can I neither so;fe ne synge ne seyntes lyues rede,
But I can fynde in a felde or in a fourlonge an hare,‘
Better than in beatus vir or in beati omnes _ |
Construe oon clause wel and keanne it %o my»paroehienés.
I can holde louedayes and here a reues rekenyange,

4¢ in canoun ne in the decratales I can noughte rede & lyne%.
' ("P,the P.™, Bepass Vell.422-8)

'j.“Piers the Plowman® Text B.pass Vell.400-447
A 4 Ibid  Text B.pass V.1l.421. :
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With regard to the evils cahsed in the Church‘by'greed and

wealth, Anims says thet the cross on the gold coins is more
revereneed than the Cross that overcame sin and deathJi He
prophesies that covetousness shall cause men of Eclychurch _
t0 be overthrown as were the Knights Templarsf; When Constantine
endowed the Church with lands aqd weelth, men at Rome he&rd aa
engel cry,- |

"Dos ecclesie this day hath ydronke venym,

An& tho that han Petres powere arn apoysoned alle.
(*P. the P. B.pass XV. 1l. 522»3)

The only remedy is for the 1ords to take the lands &way.
wIf possessioun be poysoun and inparfit hem make,
WGoo& were tavdisehargenkhem for holicherche sake,
And purgen hem of poysoun or more perile falle.
Yif presthod were parfit the peple shoulde smende,

- Phat cantrarien Crystes lawe and Crystendome dispise.
. (“P the P.". Be.pase XY. 11 527~551)

"Piers the Plowman” Text B. pass XV. ll. 501=3.
Ibid ' Text B. pass XV. 1l. 508=9,




(97}

Qhapfer Y. (B)

Friérs, Monks, Pardoners, Palmers, Pilgrims and Hermits.

There are few classes S0 severely censured by Lengland
as the friars. The founder aﬁd first members of these orders
were inspired by the very highest ideals, from which their
guccessors rapidly fell away. _The mission given them by their
founder was to go,~ parefoot, coarsely dressed, and iilafed«;'to
vigsit the poorest districts &nd'dwellings,'and to carry bodily
and spiritusl comfort to the needye. Their mission of service soon
made them very popular. Wealth, which their rules forbade them
to accepv was showered uvpon them, end they speedily becaﬁe avariecious
and corrupt. "as early as 1274 Gregory X had restrained their
tunbridled multitude® to 'all the four or&ersflnote& in Piers
Plowman“;L Matthew Paris declared that they had become nore
debased in'one generation than tﬁe Benedictine monks had in three
or four canturies.;‘ | | |

Lengland representw them as being &ltogether greedy and
unscrupulous. In:.the tfield full of folk! he saw all the four
orders of friars preaching Tor their own profit; interpreting the
Gospel to suit themselves, to win for themselves money and clothe
ing. He refers 1o their evil custom of gshriving for gein, and
says if they and Holy Ghurch do not hold together better, one of
3

the greates#hmisfortunes,on earth would inerease very fast.,”

1

7 Trail. H.D. Socisl Englend. ¥ol.1le Cheps Ve Pe22.

#

L
_ §

7, #Piers the Plowman“. Text B. prb§_1.58.
b

N\

AN

wpiers the Plowman™. Text Be pros 1l.58~67.
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The allusion in this last sentence is to the sgtrife be@ween the

secular clergy and the friars and pardoners. These last two

classes,- unserupulousfmoney?grubbersm, were usurping meny of the
pri&ileges of the parish priests. There are scores of ieferences
throughout the poem to the corruption of the friars. When the
followers of Meed and Falsehood took to flight, the friars cecoaxed
Liar to them, coped him gs & friar to disguise him from ell domers;
and he was welcome to dwell with them wheneier he pleessed to do ao?;
When Meed was teken to be tried at Westminster,a confessor coped

&8 a iriar, offered, for & reward, to shrive her however immoral

=

. T ; ,
her past life might have been.” Envy's foresleeves were like
thiése of & friars froeksg Covetousness~of-eyes told the post to
confess his sims to & friar,

"For whiles Fortune is thi frende freres wil the louye".
(*P.the P.". Bepass Xl. l.54) .

but they deserted him when fortune became his foe.“'They follow |
the rich and neglect the poor, and no one is buried ih their chufch‘
or churchyard unless he bequeaths them somethlng. The rieh are
censured for &epriving thelr heirs of the lands which they leave
to religious orders, already rich, to ﬁave prayers @éaid for their
souls. | | |

"Allas} lordes and ladyes lewed conseille haue ye

To gyﬁe fram yowrefeyres}that yowre gyeles yow lgfte,

And giueth to bidde for yow to such that ben rieche,

4&nd ben founded and feffed eke to bidde for other®.
(*P.the P.". Bepass XV. 11.316=9)

L "Piers the Plowman". Text B, Pass.ll. 11.229-232,

. % Ibida / - Text Be. pass 1l1ll. 1l.3b=42,
3 Ibid Pext B. pass IV. 1l.8l.
v Ibid . Text B. pass Xl. 11l.60=2,

5Ibid | ~ Pext B. pass X111, 11,7=10,
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In the confession of the Seven Sins, Wreth”is represented as &
friar,.
"I am Wrath" quod he "I was sum tyme & frere,

nﬁnd the eoﬁentes gar&yner for to graffe ympes.®
o ("P., the P.". B.pass V. 1l. 136=7)

He confesses that he gr&fieﬁ lying teles into limitours and

lecturers until they bore abroad servile speech to please lords
and ladies, and blossomed out to hear confessions in ladies bowerse
And now the resuit ig that many people would rather confess to the
friars than to their own priests; the parish priests have seen
that the friars are sharing their profits of confessidéns, én& the
'possessioners‘.preacﬁea to the people against the friars§ the
latter find fsult in turn, with the priests: apé so Wrath atirs
up strife between the two parties. He also served as & Gook in
a convent and eéuse& enm;ty'&nd gquarrels by spresding scagﬁaloua
vtdle& gbout the nuns. He lived for & time in g mongstery, and
tried.to cause trouble there.

w41 the wikkednesse that I wote bi any of oure biethgren

I couth it ia our cloister that sl owre couent wotR. it".
(*P. the P."™. Be p&sSs Ve ll. 18991’

When Anti-Christ csme to the world in the form of & man,

wPreres followed that fende for he gaf hem copes¥.
: : (*P, the P.¥. Be pass XX. 1¢57.)

and when he almost overcame consdience in the struggle and the
latter called |
"Helpe clergye or elles I falle -
Phorw imparfit prestes and prelates of Holichurch®.
{"P., the P.". B. pas#s XX, 1l 2278 ) | |

L -

"; wpigrs the Plowman™, Temit B. pass V. lle 136~18l.
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I "Plers the Plowmaa®™. Text Be pass lll. l.13Z,
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" "PFreres herden hym crye and comen to helpe

ke for thei couth nought wel her craft Conscience forsdke
Ben", ("P. the P¥ B.pess XK. 1l. azaezsa)
Charity was found once in & friars froek,

W&a it is ferre &goo in seynt Praunceys tyme¥.
(*P, the P. B.pass XV. 1.226).

Monks.

The monks eome in for a very small share of Laﬁglan&%
eriticiem. It is true that Conscience uambefﬁa thém amongst
those who are corrupted,by'Mee&};and Resson ﬁarns them to adhere
more strietly to theif rules, | '

"Gregorie the grete clerk gart write in bokes

‘The ruele of alle religﬂens ryghtful and obedient.

-~ Right as fisshes in flod whenne hem faileth water,

Deyen for droushe wheane thei drye liggen,
Ryghf 80 raligian roteth and sterueth, |

-ﬂhat out of coment and cloistre eoaeyteth.te dwelle®,
(*P. the P."™. Co.pass V1. 110147'152)

He says that monks and cenons nOW>r1de around the country, keep

hounds, owan lands, and live,in juxury as though they were lords.,
But they show no pity to the poor and if they do not reform they
will be punished by destruction.




"&g yut shal came axkyng and canfesae yow alle,

4And bete you, &8 the byble telleth, for breking of ycure
reule, _

&nd smende yow menkes~mon1alas, and chanons,

And putte &ow to youre penaunce ad pristinnmistatum ire;

0602608880000 080000 0000080000000 00800000000000000s0000000e

For the abbot of Engelonde and the sbbesse hys nece,

Shullen heué & knok oan here erouues and inecursble the woun&e"
. (*P. the P. C.pass V1. 11.169917@

Of the péaceiul life led in the cloisters by monks who obey their
rulies, iangland spesks highly. Wrath's efforts to stir up strife
in the monastery were not very snccessful, end in the same speech
‘_in which he aensuras the raligious orders for not ebeying their
 rnlea, Reason 8ays,«
"Eor y£ heuene be on thys erthe other eny eyse for aaule,
‘Hit is in cloistre other in scole by meay gkyles 1ch fyndes
For in cloistre cometh no man to chide ne to fighte;

In 8cole ys loue and lownesse and lyking to lerne ",
('P. the P. e Copaag V1..11l.153«6)

/} #Piers the Plowman®™. Tex‘b,B, pgSSQVQ' 11. 169“1790
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Pardonerse

In the middle ages the punishmeats impaseﬁAfor sin were
often long and severe. Sometimes penance, such as fasting or some
other mortification of the flesh was carried on for months or even
years. Little by little it‘beeame the custom %o allowvcffen&ers
to commute these ahastisemenﬁs.fervmany a payment in almse But a8
it became obvious thgt s money paymeat or thé repeating of alfawA
psalms or prayefs could net absolve ginners from the greatest
penslties, & new system was established. This was the theory of
the “treasuryﬁj;mhe difference between the offence and the eméunt
of pénanea pe%forma&;was said to be made up by the applicatioa to
the sinner of the merits of Christ, of the Virgin, and of the
Seints; the aispenaation of which merita belonged to the Pope snd
- the clergy,‘ as the treasury was inaxhaustible, the Church
autharized men to go around salling some of this merit to faithfel
' Christians. The men so asuthorized beceme known &8 *pardoners®

The pardoners were, at first, sometimes secular priasts
and sometimes frisrs. Soon they required no licence abt all from
the Church: and the employment, being exceedingly lucrative,
attracted hundreds of impbsters. They weat from place to place,
meking speeches, showing fheir relics, dazzling the eyes of the
ignorant with the gight of their parchmehts ahd seais, and relessed
people from sll sorts of vows and pardoned all manner of crimes,

for 2;3;% $hey became unscrupuloug men of corrupt ways of life.

| A Jusserand J.J. "English Wayfering Life X1Vth. Century" Pers 111

. Chap 1l. P 311.
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v They passed their lives in undoing what the resl clergy diq,
and that without profit to anyose but themselves. Tha pardoners
thus undid the work of the parish priests, undermined their authority
'usurped thelrprivileges, and pocketed their duesy and inevitable
strife soén sprang up between the two classes. |
Langland gives a deseription of the pardoner, preaching to bhe
people, dazzling the ignorant with his fine words and sealed
parchment, sellihg absolution for gold which enaebled him to live
a vicious lifes -
"There perched & pardonere as hg & prest were,
Broughte forth a bulle with bishopes seles,
And seide that hymeself myght assoilen hem alle
0f falshed of fastyng of vowes ybroken.
‘ Lewed men ieued hym wel and lyked his wordes,
 Gomen vp knelyny to kissen his bulles; |
He bonched hem with his breuet and blered here eyes,
And rsughte with his ragman rynges and Dbroches.
Thus they geuen here gol&/glotones to kepe,
Bnd leueth such loseles that leeheryé haunten? |
| (YB. the PY B prologue 11 68=77)
When the followers of Meed and Falsehood were routed, gnd Lisr
fled thfough lanes, hooted at from all sides, the pardoners were

 the first to rescue the fugitive.

@: Jusserand J.J. "English Wayfaring Life XIVth. Gentnry" Part 111
chap. 11 P. 32le
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. They had pity on him and took him home with them. |
"PThey wesshen hym and wyped hym and wondeh,hym in cloutes,
-End sente hym with seles on sondayes to cherches,
And gaf pardoun for pens poundmel sboutel , )
("B, the B¢ B pass 11. 11 220=222) |
When Piers described to the pilgrims the difficulties o be
'encountered oan the way to the abode to St. Truth, and the virtues
necessary to gaiﬁadmission to the dwelling.
| /"By seynt fculey quod & pardonére, “pgrauenture I be woughte
" knoWevﬁhere; N
I will go fecche'my}bax with my breuettes and a bulle with
bishopes lettresy

("B, the PU B pess V. 1l 648=9)

Palmers;and Pilgrims.

‘"In spite of the taleant of the physicians,.soothsayers,_and--

sorcereis, there were malgdies.which resisted fhe best remedies,
and ih this case & man ‘promised to go on pilgrimage, or to have
himsélf carried there, to beg for his cure?li

certain shrines would become'pOPulér for a time through
reports of miracles having happened there. Others were perpetually
popular, and the most noted of these were Qur Lédy of W&léingham,
and St. Thomas of Canterbury. On the course of a joumney to &

shrine, all ranks of society mingled together. Most of the pilgrims

were sincere in their faith, and when they reached the shrine,

g Jugserand J\J.V"English Wayfering Life X1Vth. Century Part 111

 chap. 1ll. p 838.
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prayed fervently and went sway consoled. But ﬁanj went simply to
- gather money,.or-%o enjoy the pleasures of the journey. It wes
this latter attitude which led refoimers to denounce pilgrimeges,
- which they conceived as an encouragement to lazinems and idle
wendering. »

Before leaying & shrine, the pilgrims bought medals or
images made of pewter or lead, as remembfanees of their journey,
'ahd they sewed these in conspiecuous places on their garments.

Apart from those who made occasional'jcurneys to some
- shrine, there was a class of men whose profession it was to
make pilgrimages. These men were the"piofessional pilgrims?
or 'palmers's Their whole life was spent in travelling from
,one'shrine to another, and, having no trade, they lived by |
begging;~ They carried a staff, a bag for provisions, and wore
& great number of medals and images on their garments. In
exchange for alms, t