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Introiluctlo¡,.

fn tbe Latter balf o$ tbe fourteeath oentury, a¡¡

era 1s whlcb the n1¿ðs of thtukiag De.a were peryLexeit wltb pro/

bLeue arisfag from pol1t1oal strlfe, ehanglng soc1aJ. cond.ltLoas,

aacl lnereaslag rillssatlsf¿otloa wlth the oo¿temporary ahurob a¡ô

churehme¿r Eot ,r" ,"uHff*er ïe€,s the obscure autbor of
rplers the Plormanor Elviag poor aaô u¿kaowa ia tbe busy oity
of lloaðon, he saw anil eorprebeatleõ,r ês few men of the perloô i11i1,

the evl.le of bls tlne. Peroølviag the sloknese of, eoeiet¡i., he

offorecl the reueûy; aaû tbe poeu la whloh he orltløtBeit tbe folltes
a¿ô vlces of hls eoatenporarlee arÖ po{ateù out ts then tbe way

of ref,orm, has beoome of great value to oer not oaly as a work of

art, but also f,or tbe ploture whloh 1t gives us of engllÊh l1fe

ia the later nid.d.te a,ges.

Co¿oerniag the'value of thls poen as a soElal anil blstorfeal
ðooument¡ Dr. t..T.dtuseerand bas wrlttea:* wEext to the rûanterbur¡t'

flalesf the peen usually ealleü 3lerE Plou¡ma¡ le the gresteEt

llterary work prod.uoetl by Englanð öuring the M1öðIe .ågee; aaÖ lt
was so¡xslrlereð so from the f,lrstn theee two poens belag almost

equal.ly popular. Flfty sevetr manussrlpts have proaerveel f,or us

thaueerrs tales¡ f,orty flve Piers Plownaa. llbis leiter work fs a
uaigue mo.n,urnent, muob more slagular anil. apart from aaytblng els'e

than Chaueerrs Maoterplecq. It 1s more thoroughly Engllsh; of

forelg-a lnffuenoee 1a 1t tbere are but the fal¿tEst traces.

Allegorfeal as 1t 18, lt glves us aE lnage of Eaglleh l1fe 1¿ the



å

I

(?l

fourthee¡th Century of un'su¡?asseci vlvlilnesso If we hatl. onl,y

Chaucer, we should. know much less3 Chaueher 1s at hls best whea

d'eser1b14glntt1v1d.uaIe¡blsportra1tearepr1eeIegg.Ebe

author of Plers Plownaa oo.acer.as blnsslf espeetalLy wíth classes

of mea, great potittcal moveneats, the general asplratûo¡s of
the paople, the lmprovemànts aeeeÊsary in eaoh olass for the

welfare of the uatlo¡i . Coateurporery eveats anô the lesso¡¡s to
-oe ÊeiLueteil fron them, the hopes, eqxlotleg, proble,nns, a¿t!.

sufferiags ooaupyÍag his confatrlotgr nl¿rls¡ a,rê aever far from

hls thoughtCI¡ plague, etor-no, Ereaoh warg, questloas of labor

aacl wages, blshops beoonlng royal funotlonarÍes, power of
6omo¡re and. tbe king, tLutfes of aobl.es, the priest, the worknen.

Ee itoes ¡ot cleserlbe them slqply to ad.rl plotiuresque touohes,

but to orprêss what he feels¡ erxô Êhow bow the satloJ¡ sboulù be

governeel. and be norally lnproveð. Ee 1s aot above hls time, but

of 1t; be Ís not a ol.t'zer¡ of the worlü, but a thorougb go1+g

Engllsbuan, ancl aothlng elEe82

.Tusserancl,.Í.ü. E3lers Plowua¿ Gontrovergyr /*6-, í
!:



Chapter 1.

(sI

goen -o the 0bree llexteo

fbe poen real].y oonslêts o.f, t¡vo ôlstlaet partsr fhe

first we,s orlglaally kaowa as the YiElo¿ of Plers Plowma¿. In
this are coatalaed the vislo!,s of the Fielð FulL of Folk, EolJr

Churob, the marrtage preps,ratloas atrd, trlal of t[eed., tbe

Repeataace of the gevea DeaðIy Slas, aacl the Settlug out of the

pflgrlns la searoh of St. Ernthr Ia tä*s- laEt vlslo¿ PlerE

the Slonnan appearsr a,s the ouly oae who &aows the way ts [rstb.
Ehe tltle of the EeeoiÁ part of the poen wag at flret

FYlsls eJusôen cle llo-welr Do*þat et Do*best$ anrf ls a¿ aocou¡¡t

of tbo Dreanerrg sesreh for the three. EDut tbe two portlots

Trere oebeeqaeqtly treatsdt'"4 uoo,utitutlag one Loug Bootn a¿tl

Sbere are stllL estant, forty five Eaaueerlpts of tbe

posn, nanû. f,ro¡o a eoqpÊr16oa of these, lt ls evlðeat tbat ft
ta,keE f,1ve or sfx d,lstlnot sbapee, of whish sone are {[uc EorêIy

to eo¡fssloar or to tbe careleegrege of, the EerlÞee; Etl1l after
all ellowanceg for sueh EaugeË gf varl¿tfoa bave bee¡ matle, tt
1s êlesr tbet tbrgq of tbe shapee are õue to the antbor hinselfo

Xt ls oertala that be altereô, aürleö to, antl re-nrote the whoX.e

pooür aot o¡oe only, but trlee. ---Ë,Ë tret us oaII tbe t¡bree

forros of the poaa, ag at ôlffereat tines cpu¡roseû3 the Â text

B. [erü a¡ð C teaüÍ-?-

I sar"t rpiers the Plowmaan P. vl1r t l,l*e P. LE
'l

l,ü.t^l^^ /,t -¿./qpú -



f4)

Cogeerning the re-writlag of the poeu, 'l[:r. Maaly ö.lsagreeE with

the foregofngo Ee belleves, anil brlags f,orth meay poiats 1n

support of hls tbeory, that the three texts are the work, ¡ot sf
l/

one mea, but of fiva¡ tbat the three authors of the .å text batl

ao share 1n the B text, and that the autbor of the B textn ln bls

turn, hacL no part in the writlag of the t textr It woulö be

Ímposslbfl la õ, work of thls n¿ture to glve any Êueeinet aecouat

of tÉe , argunarts wbleh bavc b*en arlvaaocü' 1a faror sf botb

tbeorleE of autborsblp; all that oan be sa10 ls that the questÍoa

iE still uneattlecl,, ancl eaob sLrle has mary supportors.

But ¡rhatever view o¿e boJ'cls coacerning the euthorsbfp

of the poeüs, all agree that there are three ttlstinot çerslo¡Ë

of the poer, andl contlnue to eall them, the Å , B, anô G. texts.

lhe .å tert fg thoggbt to have bee& written about the

year Lã6Zn aacL contafaE about ?;867 llaee¡ .' trln ib the Vlsfoa of

Plers the Plownan, aad. the'Tfston of Ðo-Welr"Ilo-bet, and Do-begt

are kept qulte d,lstlÃet .6, U the oosf,eEslon of the Seve¡ Deað}'y

Slas, Hrath ls onitteü

Íhe ctate assigneil to the B terü 1s 16??. [bis Tlslo¿

wbloh oontalnE lZ42 llnec 1s three tines the-Iengü! of, the firstn
and. 1s consid,erEd. the best of the.tbree. lhe confessloa of Wratb,

aad. the fanous feble of the rat-parlla,nent are acld.eù. |!he

d.lstisetloae between the Vlslons of, Plers Plonnaar &Itð Do-welr

Do-bgt, anril. Do*best are not so oareful.

,/
'U Vaaty, ProfoJ.M. ttPfers tbe Plowman a¿ct lte Sequeacei gç.0r(A kf ,f {
tÞ skeet. Fplers the plownaur, rntro prl.l. '&^^t-;t, Ø7 /*# rítæ^n,,;'
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Sbe S*te of, the Gr tert ls tbougbt to be ebout 169t or l,aterl
Fft eoatalas eôilfi¡lo¡rs aad. revfsio¿s Eå.aLc at varlous perlotis

later tbaa L ag|? Ehls le of st1ll greater leagth tha¿ te¡ct Br

Ehe /t. text ooaslets of a ¡lrologue to botb parts, aað etght
t.

anô tbree peseuÊ raepeotfvelyl fn all¡ ffef lfnee.

lEhe B. t6tt baE a prologue a¿et geve.a pe.ssns te tbe flrst
viston¡ a prologue ts eaob of tbo tbroe sEþcilfvlelons of tbe

hree ¡E DP*net¡ a¡ð

one tg Do.ÞestE ln ejll¡ the Eeooail ûtvf,sloa of- the Bc te¡rt

eoatalns tbree ¡rrol,ogueE a¿d. te.Ë pessneot

Ehe 0. tomt qgntal¿e te-a pasç'uE of Ff,e¡iq the Plowmann sÊve&

of, Doi¡we1r four'of Dç-þetr anò tçg of DE-boEt; e tetal of
Pa/Y""A /

twenty-tnreåi-ãÁa ao prologues*

/t/
ffie*t. t.E. trPfere the lloçUa¿r lla4¿--á'ù^- /¡'-,¿'/t06 ' 3.X.1.

¡blë' 3rxç
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Chapter Ll.. Elll1au traaglanüo

f al r¿e Eane¡

ffftb lbe queltlon of tbe qetborsblp oË qers tå,e

ptawuanr etfll aeðeof.ileil, Xt woul-ð be uselees to attcppt e
:

blograpb¡r of the porotr It nuet Euff,foe to ea¡' tbatr Eatll
.-..a few yearo aSG* bÊ ïrÊs çlnaye eeac¡ltetl aE ose Eflllaæ

DasgtaaaL o¡r lsu8:lq¡rr Ele ne,Eo nga eofeteiloû, to þo eueü

frou a few f¿teraal aaü erfør¿aX, refere¿eeer Ia more,tban

oue plleoe fn tbe poen tþa astber ¡refers Ëo blnself 8s Ffil¡'r¡

anð onee be ea¡rega

FI b.are Lyed fn Lo¡õF guoð I rtfy ¡c,Ee-lE lqgqg FlI]."
fB.lasE.trÍr8.14&|

[here seens ts be ao ¡xùfat to tAe etatÉeat ttsat ha rllvee f!,
lo¿eleç ualeee be l¡rtead,c{t by thls neaåB to gfve a elac to hte

aEElEr I¿ o¡.e of tbe Dubtln tdSS¡ 1tr e ha¡Owrltlag of the 15tb

centuryo tþere 1s e note lr¡ [¡aÉf¿, whlob, eftcr referrlag to

{Pater fffll'¿e1nf, ¿te [e¿glonclF, statle that Wlll1el.uns feef't

lf.brum gul vosatur Per¡rs Ploqg&nas'í Flg:ala, t¿ a l[8o

bel,ongfug te [prü .åsbburnbs,E, 1B * 
"e.;W 

note to tbq effeet

that *ROberÉr or Sltlla¡a laaglaaü ce¿e Pors plougüoaaÌçlí ,

\,1
fbl gre llfeo
t-

Ebengb re accspt the poen as the to:lk of e¿ø Eãtrr

anù tbat E3¿ t;he trailltfoasl Etlllan lø¡gla¿ttr 8Â'y eoeou¿t

rre eaa gfrs of hlg lftc nEEt te euppôettfonol

/1,1ùteat, E.1rr üElere tbe Plomanr t*^ ø''24'tq¿é PJ ElT
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aacl beseð QE very llttLe real evltlo¡ceo {ffÊ sutsfüe a1lueies

of eny fqlort¡aec, Ë¿ve tþat of tradftfo¿ tolle us wbo tbe

wrltEr r&Þsr ffe gAther blE blogpapÞ¡r, 1f lt ca¿ be oalleô sot
,/

fron nls worktl
.åt thE tlne of rrltÍag the Br text, tbe autbor Eas f,orüy-

flve Jrêara of age, aatt tüerefcre nust bava been I¡Or¿ aÞout LggZ,

proÞabþ at OleoÞury l[ortlmefo EI'e father and. hls frleaèe put

bÍn tO 6€booi;-pogElþ1y 1¿ the uoåEstqry at Breat EflTol3-¡r

Ea.ðe I slor:k or Eaholar of, blnr aaÖ taugbt bln what bsly rrrlt
uea¿t. --L

rçtrba¡r tob ¡reng Eig.st gBotb teb rliaa¡r yer heanoe,

td¡¡ fader el¡l ny freailes fou¡ôetr no to aoolet

8y1 feb rclste wJrterltrehc rrþat hoty wryt meneðe,

4Ãi[ ihat is ÞaEt f,or tbe boily as the boke telleth,

ánil svterest ror übe 
"iËå:'Br"i3*#å,"8iå:"1:ff1"îi*;u*ae ).

LÃ Lg6Z, be rrote tbe Å tæt of täe Pomrwhleb versioa

he ô,eserlbe¡r ee bavfag Þeea partlg oouposeð 1¡r Ua¡rr rrhflet

be wae wanclering 1¿ the üalvera Etllso It ¡sas probabl,¡r aot

1o¡g af,tor t?'tÊ that he reat tO lfve lE loeêoe.l there be

IivAö fa Gor¡Êfll' clth hfs rrtfe Í:[tte aatt ble ilaugbter Calote

lor naay ygallr,o'"L

Fgbus l,oh ænctscðn got wet çhana 1oÈ maeite tra Cernbulle,

{y1¡" aaô lch ln * eote elsthetl aE * lollcre

.É,nit lytel 8-1ate by.'Ieyue ne fer eotbe

inoag ro*ere of, *"oiËrË3 åïffiåti-äi#::;i. 11¡ r-4),

f. 8o"r"1, trrtbnr. ËPlere the PlownÐ¡Ú P.ITo

t Sgea,t. tpierE the Ploçuast.{þu.^/¿* fttttt-¿. ftob. P.EFlIl & XLE.
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t*tyl ùhe day d.pveð thls d.e,uafeeles ds.uneeð

fhat me& rollgea to ihe resurerioa and. rfg:lrt' witb that I lqakeô

.A¡rl celled. Elt¡te my Wyf a4d. Kal.ote n¡1. clsugihterr.
f oP. The P. Ê, C.þes s nIL 111424*6 !

In the C. text, wrltten at some tlme after 1gg0, thE

poet presents hlmEelf (apparently) as havfag lef,t loailoa" and. f.n

tbe aommeaseme¿t of passus Vl. gives Es severel partlouLars

coneernlag hfnself, wherein he a11ud.6s to hlB own tallaess,
saylag that he f$ too rtlorgn to sËocp lowr I

fttertegn Ích seyðs üaaÕ so goð me helpe,

Ieh au to wafk to worcne with sykel ot.ber wl.th syühen

.ë¡ü to losg, lefy me, Iowe for t¡o siioupe

|[g woreheo &s a worke¡oan eqq whyle ts üurerr
(ttP. the lr 6.pessrïlr 11.å,2-äl

Ee bas also some remErks eoacernlag the sorrs of freenea whleb,

1¡oBly that he biuEetf uras tbe soa of, e frq,nklin or freenaar

For EbatÖ ao el.erk be eroe[ed. bote ¡r'f be yi.'eome Eere

Of fra¡kleas and free men arxû of fotk ¡reeelô.eÕc D

f oP. the P.ü. topaËS Vl¡ 1}e6ge4|

Ee åad, probably te&es u1¡¡o¡ ord.erso Ehe suppositlon tbat he

was marrfed eryIains w,hy he never rose fg the Cburehr Ea eart¡eè

e preearloua llving as e êhentrg' prles.to f
r!åJrð yut fonö feä neuere Xn falth sythen ny freniles üe¡Éea

I¡yf tbat ne lykeð bote f¿ tbes loagla clstheso

Yf lcb by laboure Ehoultt lyae anû lyflocle Oeeeruen,

-í
_r- 8keat, I[.W. nPíErs the Plgwnano y'./ootu¿n-//¿"4a ,foá 3.&].x.



fsl

Ehat labour tÞat leb lerneil beet ther usltÞ lyue loÞ abelilc¡
.õatt fob lyue la lcsðoae eaet o¿ I¡o¿õcae bothe,

Ebe roses that teb labears wlrå, aad. lyfloËLe d.eEeree

96 t¡reter aoEterü aqð niy Drt¡ccr lplàeebor aad, íötrlglcr,

Ánrt ey Eaute¡ soue t¡ire a¡ô qy Bouene pealue.

Ebus 1eb oyage fsr bure scglgs of enEbe es ne belpe¡¡ùr
l*l.sre PlorEa¡¡ Grp*sêr?I. 1I.4H¡D

[astl'¡, ln tbe poou of, rEtebç¡gd. tÞe Bottslcger, þe

tlcserlbeE Þfnself qs bslag i¿ Brlstol l¿ the year 1ggg, uDe¡

he wrotc bfs lest poouo Ehls poen is sbort, erf,gte only fn o¿e

Eanusoriptr aait Êelul¿Eüeg eÞnr¡rtþ t¡ tbe u¿elc of e pager Eo

lt ls qulte poselble tbat lt was aeìrer ffntgåeil. ghl,e ig tbe
Last traEe of a1æ, anrl åa ças tben probeÞl¡r'aibout Ël¡:tya6r¡çs¡1

yeare of agu, Be tbåt be na¡r aot have 1o¡g ssrrlvtÈ rbe

eeaeseioa of, Eeary LTJ

(cl Ets Iðearsr

Bnt 1f, we kaors eo llttte of, the life of, rÊatraadt uÊ

ts¡or hlg fðeaE aact f¿eare Jron hls rloê8. r3ut hosever muoþ

the reaeter üay regret that the perso¡ral, resorôE of e wrlter
so rotsar&able gboulô be so EÊagrÊ an(l obsqBrtr Eo o.u,e wþo has

stnt¡,leit ble ro¡Ê l¿ lteerf car dloubt that be waE a mea of
SlofornS r,erf.g{ere esrrrl.etlse; tbat, by f,oree of ebaraetor

aacl t¡¡tellectn he cas qealffleit to fE¡ru e rl.ght Saðgneat of ¡nan

/y &eatc BoE¡ ÚPlere the PJ,owna¡F l/*rt-"¿^ /¡t^'t 't?¿6- SoXIIo
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*U.* açrran{ en ¡teô hin wXtts tbe
-1,esü sqafety¡ that e4rerlence hað eequaf'l

ølnuteet d,etal}s of the lffe wbfoh be öeecrL!,e&;l trltb tbe

eye of, a arftloal etu¿eat øf, bumas aatere, be sg¡n tbe vieee

of btre coatøporarles¡ E.lth tbe heert of, a regotner agÄ a

öevsnt Chrlsttan be wlsheil to see these vloes e'uead¿e¿l'

{Before slilttle t lfe, Ët}laar lltse trlanten baù rseqæ[5t¡t tbet

tbe we¡trl rae ost of Íetstt---Ehe too looEott witb losglqg fer

tbe aillverer sbo gloulil tåt ft rfghtÒ " " ' c'be too llfteit eF

hfÊ vol,ee fE rça3¡.ing atrô Eena.oe, bef,ore tbe great aaü ætghtxr

83 be too belil EP sof tbe eartb¡ nefórc prf.aooe entt. prloet

¡nlrrsr to tbe worlü t¡1 çlrls¡ 1t stûs b,otþ *úç osn laage aaÊ

tbe fðeel' to rblob lt barl gtor¡ fattblcs s*'i

', courthop rril/' ,
ty t,oa Brints, Br

Ëå bletory of Englllsb Þetr¡rt. lol¿1. Cbap. å g.Acl
3{ 96susb Efteiatq rc"filí ß*/ lV t!.ap' 1/ Fo
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Cbapter 1I1o Poeu as e eoeial d.oeuseatr

Eo etuêy Plers Plomsn &E & eocial' dtosunentr lt wi.ll bc

¡toeossc,ry to ôeal vltb übe ¡roeu u¡¡ôer several tsoaôlage¡ f,Or ln

1t tbe vlcee of, thE tines are pereoalfietl, sustogs anf¡'

fsstftntfo¡re are erftfefzeù¡ ancl elasses: ef tso¡l sre ea¿suaôû or

cnborteð tc re,forso In tne tf,lctõ full of fotEs aearly srery

o1ass of soelety le represeateùraaô cha¡glag soeros brlag tåelr

tllffere¿t people to be ðesorlbecl, guestlonE to be èi.seuBÊeû¡ or

absEes tO be co¿ôgmnecl¡ Flfihls PoeE piatures the eoolalo

¡rolÍtfcal a¡ril ralfg{,oae I'tfe of tbe later lêtb CeaËary, but tbe

euübor ôOee aot rr''te ae a abro¡,I,alor I'ltse $a[ÍnÞeae, or Gs E¡'

ertist 1lke tbanelc, but eB ar, ldleallst a¿tl soclÊl reforner,

ú,ose reascs fer ruritlag was ¿ot to ilesoribc the outwArô

pag:eantry of, ltfc* bet te gtvc eqrreselss te bls swa êfseoste¡t

*trn thtr¡gs sc tbey Eclcs a¿û tc ErEo Botr to llve &tfe ÞetteroF

to Ba¡glaBðo the oül,ef evlls of the Egre were tbe grceett

of the qpper c[AÊses Aaù the laslaess of tbe lorer; the loae of

fatth fa trse relfg:loa, a¡d. l,aok of, slaoerÍtgo Bc tbougAt tþt'É

blshops a¡ü prttlattr Eore fallfug fs'tbel,r üuty, aaô that tbt
€burEbgagbl¿ileretlbyåerÐltbofbeínpreggf'o¡of,tbei¡lme
ggthereit frou lenglcnltrs *rltlage fs net eo mueþ o¿E of,

materLal Eufferfng çe of soclal unrest aaù il{sesatent 'rl!bç
--t --t*laafl ef Laegl,aatl Xs bltÉer, ôl'seoateateôr aað Eulldl¡ It le

tbe popular a¡rswer to the olaee preJudfee anil reekless greeil of
' 

the Lorðe antt geat îV'9

7 wu""o, Kate,

4, Vevt, lEoF¡

}I

rf[he YLsio¿ of Piers Plosæ¡'. P¡ ll
Élfrbe Pollttaal Eletory of Englaað;¿ vol. 11Io eþ'flx?.r/âr/

-
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Shapo 111. fel [te eeven oeaÔly el¿s aaû trlel of, ![eec[r

j{*

¡notrg tbe aost natablE Pessages of tbe poor are tboge

rsbloh ü.eserlþe tbe preparatfoas for tbe pæ'fage, aail tbs trlal
of Hoer[, a¡tl the co¿iesslo¡¡ of tbe Seven 81as at the preacblng

of, Eeasoq erû Repeat&ä,GÊo l[. ilegserç&,il hae ea].Ied the legt
Ffihe general, eo¡rfegslo¿ of Englaatt at the tlne of tbe Plaatege¿ets"*

ltlse Ee33a¡¡ ileserl-aeE lt a,s t úButbl.ess revelatlo¡l of the cos&g

slüe of bunan ¡¡ature f¡r the 14th CeaturyÚ. ËEüe aoee€ of, tbe

oogf€ssfod bcf,ore Êø¡¡e¿ta¡se le e pleee of true e,oulc el'raius fs

sbfeh tbe aheractsre arô ¡to persoaiflsetfoas, bet llYlng Eaglleb

Beçsants d¿¡¡ô nøehe.Bls E*9 lhe üesorlptlon of tbe ôosteno ef,

Igeeil f¿èleates tbe e=Alevegaüse of, ctrese of, tbe $orÊsâ çf übe d&g.

E3urfltedt sftã DÊl'nreù the flaoet qpo¡l eetäct

no¡ -oettero
¡r'.orou8eüe ¡rttb a ooro¡ten tbe eyag b¿tb

Ëstlgllob hyr fytgcre l58rs fretËeð urttb golit ¡:J¡rst

.ð¡¡û tberee¡ß reê ruÞ¡res, as reil as aaJr gl'eiler

¡nA gfanants of ttelrest Þryg anô ðouUle maaere se'f,ferea¡

0rlenteles oaù ewagos e¡mo!,It¡eE to Ôeetroyo

El.re ro-as wae ful rlobc, of reô scarlet eagreyneil

fflth rlbaaee of reil golÖo a¡ô- of rlebc stoaea;

Ef,re Erraye tnc rÊuyesbett¡ Euch rlcb¿ess ga! I aeaerea- - --Ú 
fpXere Plomaa D. PpsorIL. 11 9c!f I

Eur ïrgs o¡,e of tbe nogt fssbf.oaable trfnnfngs for garnentE.

U'/'í'n"'/'t"'/'
?¡necer¿¡rð. frif.J¡ ËÂ trf.te¡rary Eiatory of tbe Bagllsh Seople] Oho t/P.s'6

ffarre¡o Eete, r8hc Tfsio¡¡ oi Plere the Plowm¡:rFo Po

'9 feafU,ç ErÐr ign*f"l EaglaaðÉ. Tol.Lli Cbapr Tlo Pi?â6o
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ËPersqelle prouðccbcrteú or Priile, the f,lret of tbe $eve¿ gt¿s to./.
I

repeat,, ls prayeô by REagos îEer parfyle to leteri aleo Eoasos

üEafl¡eôe Eatt hls qyf res to blane,

Ehat hfre beil wAs wstrtb belEe a nark, bis boüe nought worËh

a groteil frP the Pt Br pass To 11 ãgåql

Ebe gally ôresoecl, bolô faeeil. Eosu¡r of i¡he tlne ls bEre

ty¡r1f,1eù *s Pero¡rellen e ae,Be Élab hail þsoOne 3l'orerÞfal of ber

e1eseÞ thls ertravagaaoe fn öreEs r¡as ¡rot llniteit to the sotsô¡lt

but fur trlg¡lng wes also useal by mear lhls ilAs the age la whlcb

tbe grrle" gf tbe Garter ms luetltuteil, reeultlag fn eplcaüor

of retlasesó Eagllsb solülers Bere aoteel 1¿ Fraaoe aaû f¿

Sootlanit for tbe braver¡i' of thelr apperelr In the flelê fu1l of,

foIts, t¡hcre were soms who .
s3atte¿ bem to pruyôen apparelleit hem thereafter.

ia eoatenau.ûee of elothfng, Eone¡¡ tllegulseilür
f "P tno PÉ Er Plo.'lt z5-24)

Esly Sburch tel'trs tbe ðreaeer that thls ga1lry eiressed' wotaa

úwonmoa Eo wortblly attlreilË lE $eecl or Þlberyr ubo bae eanEett

her muah êtr¡roJrarrGêo Ehenfol}owg arr accouat of the prople aEo¡¡g:

wlrom'brlbery 1s geuerel, anð tbe oouplaint tbat trfieeil has,

{Bllow¡n blre tc lorcles, that laç.ee baa to kepe

r¿ the poprs pareys sbe is pr*ye as nyseltl;" 
tbe ps. Bo p*ss.ã.ll.g

s'ert sa,Be tbe vfsie¿ of these astenblecl for tbe wEilû1ag: of

I[ee¿ a¿ù X'alsbos{L. lBhere were knighte,, clerke aacl rothstr cotsuEe

peoplet, jurors, Eurunoa€rs, sberÍ.ffs aaü tbelr elerks.

.l

- '/L EPiers the PlomaÃË. Bo Pessug To 1'ã6'
/Þ Àneat. E.ü¡ sPlerÀ tbe Plown&aç. lla'¿^/'" lhø' ' tqú Prlã?'
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beaell,es, baillffe, makers of bergalas, foregoers, vietuellere

and. taetvoeates of, tbe greh?ut. tI ca4 nougbt reke.ae tbe ¡sopt

that rå¡' aboute üeeilet. f n3rtbe P.r B. pssg. 11. L61l
3ut tbese ano¡rg rbor brlbery wgp Bost sornnoa were Sfmoag, ClvLl-

law a¿ô Court ifr¡rors,. [he forner two eoaseateð, for sflver, to
oa¡i' wlratevet llatter¡r anô FalEebootl wlebect.r Eherf,olloïrc e

d.escriptfon of the evile tbat wtll. f,oIIoç tþe ualoa of Rewarð

a¿ö Falsebood.; prJ.õe, ôeepf.sÍng of poverty, õefaníagr boåstl¿gr

bearlng false wft¿ese, slaad.erlag¡ ecornlag antil eeslôiagt

ôlEobeùfeaee to tbe tea oomsraatlmeats, eavyr wrathn otrlfe:,

usuryr*aad, thefto 8o witaess tbe glft of, Flattery to lfieect encl

Faloehooôn there ECr:e¡ e pareloaer, s beaclle, e reever a n1llert
gÅù neny othergr Slrea BheOlogy obJeeted, to tbe marrlage oa thg

grounùs that [eeü fherc lüentifteô wftb lawful rewarrtf EÞ,8 8,

çl[eyôe¿ ef, ¡loelrr¡ 8nõ EhoulÖ rlghtfully Þe allünû"*åt'b Ereúbt

ëfvil,¡-tawÈ-Gollsenleë to re.fer the n¿tter to Westmf¿ster, Þut

$lnony snô tbe SsËariee refused tbeir ceasent uatll they bail

been -oribetlo .åt Weetmlastero Meeil rras courteously recelvet[.,

ElEhey tbat wonyeth ln Eeetnynglr9- worsebipc,il hir 311"".- 
f "P.tÞe 3.'' B; F&Ês¡ 11I'r 1. u ¡

ilustlaes eame to pronisc her theÍr helpr She tba¡lreô tbem aað

ûlstrfbuteô golùf Ellver anô Jerele; elerks sene to ooufort bern

antl she pronlseû tben Qclvaaeement aað tlt es aq usttor how

lgnora^ut tbey worêo

Itffiell' no ¿s$atgesse IctËe the Leocle tbat I louye,

Ebat be ae wcrth flrst euatreôd for I an blksswes

lEhere koaa¡'ng slerkes shu4 elolûa-bl\vacteÍ
(ËPetbe !oË É.passus 1L1. 11.õ¿-4Ç )

)



-,

a,

.¡$id iti

frs l
^6 ooafelsor, ooped, llke a trl'at, absolvecL her øÍ, eay sla eÏ,¡e

nlgbt ever bave eo@lüteð, and. askeil oaly a suall gift for hluself
aaô a etsLEed, glass wlaelow for hÍe ehurob. Eerethe poet f¿sErts
two or three li¡ee loactcn¿lng the osteatatfous ousto¡ of glazlng
of wlatlows for the chepels of the frl,are¡ for, rlt weE usn*l to
ldtrottnoe portrelte s.t the beaefaotorg, ln staiå,edl glassn l

wÂc goö to alle goo.l fol.ke, eu,eb.e grauy¡rge rtefeaðoth,
[o rrytea 1a wyad.owee of eay wel cled.een

gn aueature r)ruyrte be peynted. therc anil penpe of tbe worliln
l- - -rttf tórÐfl- -- ô- - -.¡-a-alÒ-tat--þ-

rrrqr-thf r lere vorr lorcles' leuÈth suebe nerkse,
[o wrften 1a w¡rad,oweg of yourE wo1 cloctee,

0r to grerlen Éf,ter gori.ûie mea wbea ye ùelen ðol.e¡!

ltÞ. tbe 38 Br pêBÊ Lll 64-66. 6g-?1)
fhea he ee¡st¡res tbe nayors, tbe metl,lators betwee¡¡ tbe ki¡¡S a¡cl
the sonüoon peopro, wbo, oa aooouqt of þrlbee fall to tsee¡l the
Iaws aaô to punleh thoee who be¡m the Boor. .Snoag those wbo ogou1û, bc
oa the plJ.Î'ory afo Þrewers, bakers aad. oooks¡

rFor tblse êre& &err o¿ thls ¡ao].c[e that moe.te ha¡ne norohotb
[o the pere peopl.e that Bareel-mele buggenT

fp. rbs pg B pass ItI. L BO-81,

For they polson people by eelllåg UaA foocl, aait grov rlch by eell-
lng at retall after buying cheaply from the wboleeele rLearer
t!!-he frauùs a¿ð ad,ulteratlo¡s of the rregraterst were a ooaEtaat
gource of annoyÊnee anet were oontiaualþ belag conplalaed. ofr'-4

F¡180

P.1ËI

8keat.W.T[.

Ibld,

trPiers the Plowna¿r L/*rr=^¿"^ t/¿tt-,¿. ttd6.
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But, oouplalas tbe poet, 
;:* 

r: o:u:":uo"n' for tbe Bavors bave

beea brlbeð to ebet tlrønl I¡ tbe trfal, wben Co¡soJ'eaae is askeò

bytbeklÂglfherlllmafryüeeil,herefusoe,a¿ð1¡aloag
speeehEn,umerateEtbecvllslatbereal.mofwblabEbefnriuerg}
j,d tue o8g8€o lbroagb ber, wlves anÕ wltlo¡rg beoone wantoas,

she bas oethroned. a king:, obe pol,eoae pop€B anô lu¡rafrs tbe churcb,

she 1E oomes to allr to prJ'eets, lepers' nlaetrels' Jurors aaö

sr@o!.erlgr she eauEes sea to 10se tbelr laaôe anô tbelr llvee'

jallers aro brlbeö to let the felee anð tbe erlEl'tral estatte froe

ptrlson,wbl].etrueme¿areoaugbtanôþounèf,agt.ffie¿Pgase,
gsBolntoParlla,ne¡¡tanôpreseateôtbepetltloaegafastErorg'19

givingal¡asoountoftbeôoügeof,ffroag'sb€ilesorf'beðtbe
praotl'ecgofabaailof,ue¡tfroawhomtheloçere].s'sgegeuffereê

Ea4yebngesoEronglere¡lrese&tatlveof,tbeeppresslveboôyof
Belr k¡ros¿ as the E1¡8ts BurveyosËr Ebe peasantry of,ten eotsIllÊfßea

bli;terly of then, aoousf.ag theu of taklng tblngs b¡r vloleaeeol

fbese mer acoompalaeü the erAg ln bls travels', anÔ fOr ten I'eaguee

.qaeaobElùetheroaiLtbeyrequleltloneðfooitstuffgasil'
approprlateðearts.|lberewereBqatutesÊga1¿stf,orceclloans,

wbleh ôemaaôeü that evcrytblag ehoulð be palð f,or. But tbê 
.

BurYeyorgigaoreÖtheee'Eeizeilthebestprovlslonsneheateðt-be
peoplebyfal.semeagureBentanôusuallypatÕoúywlthpromlsee.

8oaÔûtotbeseevlls,BatryluBoetorEgs,veouttÞattheywere
Klngrs of"fielêre¡ ryry 

eomplalgts were uaðe agalnst tbeF r' antl

anù statutes were pssseü reqtrfrlng then to nalre just payneat' buù

wlth LlttLe rEEurt .'(f"1"^- ^ wÊPnv)'

1 : -r ^ Å- -*a4-aÀ with Avaríee. E. AS', [hlb ¡rassage 1s quoteô 1a aonnootlos

A fueat ff.fi¡. ttt'*L¿"- /**nb^l's '[hn<ú- ¿{"-^ -'1'' l/'*"¿^ lztoz'rvçÉ'll'lrlg
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PeaeE eouplaiaeü^ thAt aeo¡rg other aad. worEe crlmee, fffo¿g he.ct

Eelaecl his geese antl plgsr bad. taken hiE borse atrcl barl aot returneð
hfm, harl preventecL hln fron gettlng * gooa prlee for hls wares at
tbe falre¡ be broke hlg barn*cloors aacl seizeit hls wheatr aÂð

wI clar noughte for fere of bpa fgghte me ehycleË

(,,3. the PT B pass J.V. 1 5¿.)

beeause ïÍroag baû beate¿ Peaoe aacL hlred. mea"to murrlEr blE
gerva.atg.

! tussornncl J.if. ttEngllsh

ChaBt. 11 Pc 91 & 9ee

Ìfayfaeing !1fer XlVth. Ceatury Part. 1.
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.As, the passages concerrfng Mcoü shew ohiefly the comu¡rtloa of the

offlcfal classes, Just so, those cleall¿g wlth the Seven DeadIS

Slns anü the seareb for St. fruth. tleplot tbe faults of the poor;

the chlef befng, to !a¡,g!a;rôrs mlncl, that of iôelness. 
.

[he poets purpoee f.n thfs,pqosege ls not to give a,a a.rtistfe

tl,escrtptloa of tho Seven Sfns; thls 1s arlteaJ¡s tq an 9nt1' tbe,

esë is a statonent of the Eeoaomical anô socfal problens of hÍ's-

úay!,L tPrltle! the flrst of the slns to repent, is co¡¡Elderetl

tbe worst, aatl the eauee of naay of the evl'l,s uihlch af,fI1et:O"

realn. r3eason! 1n hfs arafgnment of 'the people fn the ffelô,

¡estXlesoeÊ were for Pnra sYnae,

.8nð the southwest wynele on $atFrfray at euene
:

ffas .pertlehe for pure Brytte anô fer ns poynt el.les.

Plrtree a[ð plorntreeg Ìrere Buffeô to the ertbet

In ensa,mpl€, ,.€ iegges ye ahnltton ðo the bdttslê'

Beo}.eE a¡ô broôe okes were bl'ow¡ to t,he grouutle,

,Eorner[ vpwarô her tallles 1n tO&c4yag¡C ef 6t|et[et,' ' '

Ebat ilettly sytrge Et üoonEstlay ehal f,or{on ben alles

( oP. the PT Br paee Y l' 1ã.-¿Oç
i

ltxt'lso1ngu1er.thatFrid.a1ethe9+}rvtaeuib1ch{|}uam
rãreõitiifä-bt à-i"Íuárei Ee ðouh3läss eloes so uith partf,eular

rgf,er€Eoe tO extravagaüce fn it¡rEeE, to fep¡'ess wbfoh' a epeClal

statute was,passecl. lrn' LB66.l

t, GhArberÊ R.Ï1. 'rPlqrs the Plswma,nw$o¡¡troVersyn 3. 1Ð

T ffieat ff.8r t¡ü8. Ianglanðrs Plers the Plo1rn*ni Yol l"l. Po??

áy'ø'ro^"¿^ /t't¿/r. tF V é .
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EIn the C. tert, howsvar, |s a long atlûltlopal paseage (U.14-6e]

whlch the coafesslo¿ of Perael Prouttheart ls supplenentect by thet

of a male exaryle of Fritle of,. ¡ 811 gAl'í*

[heee lXnee whlch, fn the C texË, are the eeeonô exanple of trltle'

f,orm, ia the B t6xtr part of the d.escrlption of, fankyn the aetfve

man whoee eoat ls spotteit by wortlly sln.

Ebe eonfesñlon of trast lE a yery short oqe ln tbe two,earllEr

terts ¡ r'!he Fcets shf ef warnlng ls ûlreetect agafnst gettfng itrun&

upoa a Saturflayr wben w-9rk was over fioorer tnar{btfr"dA*ys as f't
tâ

was the we of SuaùaY8>

l[hen eaûe EnvY:

Ëclotheô Ln a eourim&EtrVr I ooutho tt n*gþtQ iÈlEereue

In Klrtel aad rcnrteuy anit a kntf,e bt hlo sytta

sre the forgleuettr.of a fre¡es'froqk E(-'- 
f!-'the PrE Brpâs* T.'rl ?9*81$

[h1s trest ].1ne Eav have referenEe to the trouble betwgetr'tbe

frlars eeô tbe Fscular elerg¡,. Ehe frtrar+ åeü, Eeðly fellqn

çwey f¡ou the htgh fdleçle gf, sernfa6 aatl poverty whleb

a¡lnatert the ffrEt eembere of,' tbe ercì,er, aad werE aow usnrplag

oaqs of tbe prlvtlegee of the seç'ular .oler€yr fhfs resulteat

!,a ønvy enô Etrife çLtbla the ehutreh. the :rest of the pa,8segG

nay be take¡ ¿g; eleltieting the evlls xrhlcb eav¡f o*uses anoag

lEen geaerally, anù especlally Q,aong traclesmen.

Sk3et. E.$t

trþftl.f

'&/oun,¿^'^? '-:'n - '-'çü:fl1isn langlanüs l|iers the Ploçman$ Tolr llr P:?ã

TgL I1r P'8T'
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ÉOf ohyü,¡ng and. cf, ehal,eagy¡¡g was bfs ehlef, I¡rfloõe

w''b baekb*y,nse enü brsuer ""or*g*"nå.t"åTn*:5:"ff &&re

Envy reJoiceû i¿ the nisfortuaEs of his nelghbours¡ he naûe

thqlû lose Elo¡te¡i, by the Lles be ts1ô ebout tnem to lordtE

b.e tu¡ûed, thelr f¡rfantle to foEs. Ehrongh the gua¡relE th*t he

eausecl ano¿g people both lfves antl llnbs urere lost r Ee wgs

opealy eourteous to tåoee wbo were stroager than he, but;

tEadttle I the nagstrye antl tle nyghte goil wote uy w11]911
f "P.-tUe t. B. Pass ç. I 1051

In ehureb whe¿ he sboulû pray for tbe people aatt the ptlgrlnsrhe

eal}eð êoqn nl.EforËure or the heetls of thoee who robÞed hfu of,

a feu eheÊp a¡tigles,. Ee gruttgett hle "eÍghbors theL¡s nee

elotbç;, Ðd EEpt tf tbey hatl goocl fortuaec tU Y{, orre 
:

rieprovec[ his he batetl hf,¡o ever af,ter. Ee wlEhecL erer¡rOne elee

s.ere his senant.
nFcr who-eo hath ¡r¡gre thsll I that aag:reth Be Eore

'

.ånt[ thue I lyue louel.ess lyke a luther dl'ogge

Ehat et ny borl,y bolleth {or bf'tter of rny gallen'
|-ú3. th€ 3. pçeil.-T. ll. 117-91

Ithen toltt by ReX¡enta¡ree tO be gorry' fôr eorrow fo¡ efne Fas

the cEalrs se.lre,tf.on, be replletl that üa "mas Eorryi

Thg was Eelûon stherwísen

ltåJxil that uekEth ue tbus msgre for I J¡e ney lle Tan$ar

-*nonges bnrgeyses haue r be ürsetl'ynge et T¡oactou¡

.åntt gert baekbitlãg be A broqoure to blane DQEnaÊ w&l'e

Wåa¡ he solde antt I nougbte? tba$e Eês I red'g

lo lye anrl to loure on lLy noighbOre anô to lekfr.e hls

aheffete. ftP. the 8F. B. psssrV. 11 128-IIüD



ú ../(¿r) 
:

The coafessions of wrath' who was oaee a $rien¡ anil of, õloth,

who ls s. palson, belong to the ôleeussion of the vlaes of the

churoh of the fourtee¡th Century, ancL viilt be ôealt with un!'er

a.¡rother head.ing. nAvarlse . .. af forùg a ploture of, the regraterF.

.åva.riqe plead,s gullty to all the trlcke of ùiEhoaest treüe

nFirst I lerneô to lye a leef other tweyaet

$lkkeðltch tq weJre- s¡lq my: furst legsou¡ .

8o try aad. to tynchestre I we¿t to the fcfret

Wåth ua¡y nanere marchan¿lse es EY uafstre ne bíåþüç;

Se haû the graee of gy¡e Sgo amonga tg waret

It had. be ïneoltle thfs Eeuene year so,ns,gotiL ,help." ^ -f*3. the Þ. 't Br pass v. 11. 205-El

fhea he learne{l, the art of stretohlqg gutìeloth u¿tll ü,å4,:l9ri;Þçqtrre

yarðs measured thlrteen. Els wlfer tTg, madle olcth, aaaL

Ë$he spak to sp¡rnnestelres to ryynnen 1t outqc

åo the ponnete that she qaldt.by potsetl e quarterouJr Etqrq'

than Eryse orme auneere whi;å";i"*gi-$.:i"i:oïilrrä-u 
)

She was also an alEurlf,e+ fhc brersing bustg.eqs ws's ea'rrieil on

chXefly by wemon who retalleô thel,r own, b-fou-. t It sas fecko¡ecl

a low ealll¡¡gr anð, woe to the alewlfe who lnfrlngett tbe ta$slae

of beerû. .A.fter repeateû fines' she stooü 1n the p11Lory at WEst*
t<

obepe, where the þeer erinþg nob wouldl probably not be very
't\

meuêü€qtr' to' her. I

t

i !: !
ì,'i

! Chanbcrs
,/
7 fralll E.

B.W. ËPiers

Ða nsoelal
Plowman Controversytr

EnglanelB. To1.

P.1ã.

Ll. Ch. T. 8.26ã.
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fEe thought;of possible punlslrment d.oes aot Êeen to havE

cleterreit tlRoso tbe 'regraterr from nixlng poor ale witb the. gooô;

aneL frou glvlag sbort Bea,sgren for Avarloe sayg

. Í...1,t ceü 1å oupmel tblg orafüo By Ïfyf, uee(l¡ :-"ft. 
the pcr B-. páes T L ZZSI

Avarlao also praotieetL usurJfr qougb eogèetsaeö by Cqtroa I'aw

usury 1ras f,a,nl}lar to most plaoae, aað not lEast ts the PåBal

courto she f riars sootr Þeoans tbe woret offe¿ u""*i .avarloe co'-
Cànâ

fesEe,e tbe he clfppetl e:É:E€,t a¡tl thon lent thffi for pleôges wblch

be hopetl woulil not be reôeemeé" bê obtalnetl BaJCy ma&ors througb

ble cueto¡nere belag 1¿ arrears of pa¡rmeat, aaõ ÚIa bis ôeallngg

wlib knlghte, usêat to buy slIh aaö cloth fron tÞen at a suf,flcleat-

Iy cheap tate, a¡Õ be aoÍ 1ro.41oa11g aalle bls cUSioBerF ürercerg
.l

anô dlraBers wboþ.Êlrer palil anytblag¡ for theLr appreatf.oeshlSnrÞ

üI 1er¿e(L amtnge lUEber(teg aEa[ Ieglee e l'eeeoua*

Eoueypetr,swltbapeysaailparetheäeuyoEt'

A¡ð leao lt for loue of tbe srosEe to Legge e ueèôs anil

antl leEe lt.r f tP.tbE PoF B.pêgs To L! Z4?-'4I.

nI baue æ rlaneree thom reages tÞea tho¡l"r Elfscretur et

gotsOG[eto n (tr3. tbe Frn B. Pass Tr L/ z46!t

^6varloerthe.regrateÉaað EËure3r ðfô not know what 1t was tg have

anypltyo¡lpoormetr,a¡ðaelgbbourlyobarltgwaefarfronhls
heartr It 1s thà poets oplnlon that s'urera enal regtatere shouL'l

uot þe enf,raaebleeê la splte of aay bribao

t'I

Coulto.a ê¡ Gr nChauoer anÔ Ets

S&eeË l[. Er rffllllen lan€¡IaÀÖs

Eng1anü. ' ß/q''X' û' t ttt'

lierE the llowuanrr, YoI. 11.8'86r

tt

t

- ',.ìl'i;i;,ÈÈ!ii-::.iì:.,;r.. ...*
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tzsl

¡tEit 1s aog:ht semly forsoth fu eyte ne in borwton,

|Ehat vsurers other regratours for eay kynne gyftes,

3.e fraunehlsed. for a free man and. haue a fals rrårnêott
(oP. the ?.tt. t.p&ss. rv.11.1IP,-I4)

alas! Iisury still continues to -oe o¡re of the viees of lhe e¡ar

Meed. the Malð 1s all. powerful, anú.

s....the meyre hue by-gouhteÚ

Of a1le suehe sellers suluer to taket

Other presentes with-out paas anü other pryueye gyftes,

Äncl haue reuthe of the reg:ratours that haa ryehe hoaðes;

I,oue hen for qy Loue quath thÍs lad,y Met[e*

Ar¡û soffre hem som tlme to sulle ajgers bhe l&lrern
loP. the P.ç. Crpess LVr 11.11ã*ã0)

She coafession of Gluttony 1s very notable for tbe pieture ft
gl.ves of the llfe of 1üle worlnnon., and. of taverns 1a the 14th

Ceatury. llhere were ltanJr taverns of 111 repute and Lt wes

commaad.eô by lam to close bheu at curfew ltBesause suab offend-ers

as aforesaíü, going about hy night clo connonly resort a.ocl have

thelr ueetinge ancl hold. their evÍl.'talk ln these taveras more

than elsewhere, and. there d.o e.eek for shelter, lying l.¿ waft anú
'7-

watching their tlme to d.o mlschlef.tt-¡t ïr&s for fear of such

d.angers that sheriffs a¡ù balLlffs were obllged. ln the TiewE of

¡3anl¡f¡leügo, to requfre the men 1¿ thefr bailitciek to say upotl

qath. what they knew rof sueh es contfnually haunt taveras, and,

Âo m&n knoweth whence they' come, of suoh as sleep by ðap and. wateh

by night, eat well aacl üriak well, ano þave aothing.n Z
t'"; r

/- .lussere,nd., .T.ð. nEngllsh ffayfarlng trÍfetr. ll$.
Fâ'v/ /

I

Centur¡r4 Partol
$hepr11.3.1äã

Chap.ll.3.lãS12 Ibið
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[hø taveras tbe¡¡ must have beea aa iu¡rortant faqtor 1n tbe lÂLo

life of nau¡r of the labsriug olaesøso It waA ia tben that all

olasees oongregateôn aaÕ speat nany loag honrg 1a gossl¡|ggr

querrelltJrg, ga,ublf¡g¡ a¡¡û ûrlnkirgr n [e know tba f1rye pletnrc

sf a tavera ia the 14th Centur¡r wblcb laaglanù bas left nsr Ïiitn

aE mnob spf,rlt ae Babelafe be brfngs ue |¿to the preeeåee of tbe

tsrBqlúoug soe¿6s wbiab pass at the aJ,e bouse, to tbe ùlscusstoEst

tbe quørreL¡ tbe blg buu¡lero, tbe latsxleatlon wbfeb. l¿guee3 Es

see every faee¡ we ðtstlngufEh tbe son¡ð gf vof.aes't Ìro remar& tbø

eoEtrgc beþavlour¡ a¡il. or¡e nlght alnoet take parü fn 'ühat strange

assenbly where tãe bermlt seets the csÞblero a¿ð the ilclork of tbe
r-

oburcbr, æe -oa¿ô of est-pcrgoe anû baIA beaôetl iootb-rlreuersoi

êluttoo" s¿ .bis way to oÞruob, tur¿eril seltle at tbe fnvltattro¡ of,

Bctoa tbe brewster, anô went J.nto tbe ffivemr lbere be fousil e

gay throag¡ mer qþ rellgloqs orüers nlagltng wlth laÞorefg of al'I
;!'Ë

sorts a¡ld. wømen ot, llloreputei
rrseÊsê tbe s¡mestre sat o¿ the beneÞet

M" tbe nar¡lperc'tb* äle hus f,f clroaket

thonme tbe tyakere anô tweye of bos kaaaÖst
't tt

EieËe thE &¿&o¡repa[ anit EoumE tbe aeld[.e'*e¡,

Claryoe of aockes-ianerthe. clerk of the ehurehe,

Syre Seers oe Þryðle antt lurnel of Blaunclreg' ., r ,.
.ên Eaywarcte aait an hereryte the, hangoa¡ of Eybor4ât

Dauwe the itykerq vfth a Aoñea harlqtE

Of portours a¿ô of pykeporses aaù pyleðs totb-tlrawers

Sr
l':" ,1'l ./ tuss:qrqp(r r'.t. rÏEnelleh wayf,arlns ülfe xlrth 

Ëåäåiti¡|"¡jrå¿.
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' 4,. :rybt'*o,Es arü g Tatone1.a :rakere aqû hus knauc.,

; Â ropere antl, a re{tyggkyag! aail Boeq tbo ülseber3r

eo ðerrav the, sarlok'n'?$l'åorË. E"ü:t$ä":liii'li'ääu-u ru l

lhen follows e papsage desçrlptfre of the gq'nbll'rxg apd['

Ja¡gl"füg wlth whlob the revelle¡s whllaô awey tbe hoursr Clcncat

EsYBarr off-tbe eobbler put up hls olçE* for eele¡ EloÈc the Faoh

ereð hfe booð for 1ta they obose rleputlos who trI.eal to nake a

bergalarbut who ooulð aot agregl a4ril Bob¡æ the rogeæ barl to b6

saI.l€it fn eE unplrer If either of tbe ôLspntante ðrew baah

he úaE to be fl¡ed, a gellon of elco [ho¡¡

rfhor was la,eg¡r4g & lakeryng anit r].et ge täo eoppet I

BaregyaqË antl beueregâs by-gnane ts sr.Jrsor

Ânit ectya so tfl, erueo¡¡8" rang: an{ ooagç v4pbwþh,

811 0lotos baðös itglsbbeet a gaf$,oa a¿cl E gyllerr
, f- f nP. thã P.r Co PaËE vll 11 594'7I
ff.--5--_'

Besldes the sla of sp€¿ôlag hls rtays 1n lül,enese aadl bointerose

riottag , eetiag a¡rö tlrlaking uatll be hÊ,ð to be earrfeÔ bone to

bed. by hSgffo and rlaugþter¡ OLutto¡¡ ooafeeses to the ,slt of,

esearlag ofEall sweariag

Íben he turaeû aside to

nas extremely eomo¡¡sr '

tbe tavern

$l'r
r_. -J

ilrrhaa¡¡e soÊh eroroa Ër:ifirffitå."lllå ifl"i.ã6r)
e¿rt 1¿ hls eo¡rfegsloa to Beponta¡ae be ealil

trlo tbsf 8oôr 1eþ êloton gultg ne yeltlo

O.f n¡r trespas wlth tuage lcb ea¡x neuht telle bov oftcn

Sworen ttbJ. eaule anü tÈ3'sytle*t aaû reo help ue, goð

alnygbtyt t

üba¡ tbat ao aeð wae-nenJr tpe f-al'sllcho¡r
(ilp.-tbä p.F C. pasg VII LI 4¿5-8.)

Skeat Bc Ðr rFlll1an la4g1aaüE wPlers tbo Plownan.) Yol. 1L3.9õr
lf^t^'la^ /\¡¿a'a' tt D 6 "
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Chapter 111. fb¡ rllhe !üarlrlage QneEtÍonËr

One sf tbe serlous problone of tbe 14th Centurg was ths narrlage

queetlonr For very sllght oaugec mamfagee eould. be rleolareel

lllegaL, aatt yøt ehl¡.ðrea ooulil pleôge thenEetrvee sad tbelr
property to eaeb otber f,or llfe¡ wltbout the aonseat of tbefr
pareator erô wlthout aay legøI. Gôr€Bo.Ggr üo lcglalatlos rssÈ

trlcting age eoulô be really effeatual as long as snob narulagos

ooatfaueil to bs eountarl. legal.r 0n tbe othgr.baaÕr namlage rrãs

nulllfleð by oousÍasbtp to the 4th il,egrear ancl evea by the fact

of the eontraotlag Bartfes havlüg gtootl ÊE sBonsors to tbe sens

oblliln unless a papal ðlapetsetio& hsd. beea uought.' Sot oely

were balf ühe peaeant marrlages ¿ulllfleai by thlc¡ f,sr fa tbe

smaIl vll.lageE aearly everybod.y ls more or less relateit¡ but lt
gs,v€ rf.se to maa¡r trlotsE for oþtalnfng f¡aedtuleat ôlvor*uui Hc¡r

tlreil of thelr wl.ves, oould. suûåaa1y tLisoover thEt they weïe

relatecl to tnenþO¡¡e of the nost o&¿recterl.etia featurse of

gooö Eoeletg 1¡ the nfitttle ages - EarrÍags I loveless eompact

aa ell1anée fOr EO$e¡r, pOsitlon, eto.H As property ow¿rerg bað tO

be able to flgbt¡ both 1a self proteotlo¡¡ anal for tbe real,nr wons¡r

whg ow¡edl property, belag uaaþle to ffghto hå,ð tO narry someoae to

ftght for tþgr Aaoorcltng to fçed*,L auetoqs an,.belreEe ooulat ¡ot
Da,rry wltbout tbe ooneent of ber guartl,lano

x\l 'y QovJ:to¡ €1.0. F0hacoer aail Els Engltsht

rblð

0h8D. x / |
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tith paroate arrauglag narriag:eE between snall. sbilÈrea f,or

sake of polltlaa] or fl.aaaelal. aüvaatagc, wlth elilerly noa marryf,ag

ehtlô helregsesr anû youag: Be¡x na¡rlring eLÔorly wonerr for tbelr

weeltb, lt 1s LfttLe wo¿cler that tbe Etato of marriagla beeqne so

eorrupt aE to aalt fortb üaagland,tq yehe¡ent protests agafast suoh

eustosgo Be eupb¿El,Ees the Lupottance of pure a¿ÉL bo¿ourable
.ü,t-

ucitloà&, aaeievllE wbfoh faevltabl.y f,olls¡c ltg sorreptløar

HFurst anit foreçarat to folk tbat bon t-retlüett

.å¡rat lfbÞetb as beora lawe ¡soleblt litsøth Êoð alufhtt¡' +t ,oøXL
For thsrm weðlaenstont,boee whole blt f*&coser

thcl be¡ r1oa&est fn rea,ue anô the rote of Dowel¡

For of beore Eayaðe tbef oone that eonfeEsours beth aenpaeil',

Bothe naytlens ¿nf, øertf¡ee nonkáe aacl anorctt

(ynges s,nû l¡lbtes aaô allc Gu¡lJÛo olertses¡

BçtounE and, Þügols eJrð boaûs men of touaesF

f o!. tbe P8 .å. Pass x 1 12?*194)

those b,orn out of true weðloeh êrerrf,als f,olkst anil' f,elthlnec

thesues anü lygcrs8 (oP' the P' a pass E lãõ¡r Besauge of tbe

sln of AÕgD a¿il Eve, Caia a[ê 's11 bls ðeseenÉlants were aeeurseô;

anô so ïscre tb.ose ôeEse¡¡rlants of Seth rho lntermerrleü wlth those

of Cain ln eplte of belag f,orblùüetr by Gloô to ilo 8oo .ås a result

of th1à ölsoboitlencer the flooü oane ¡¡pon tbs earth antt tlestroyeð

eyery Ilvlng thlag easept thosø saveü 1n the .ê¡k. ånð aP trouÞl¡s

fral o¿ tbe ohllùre¡r of setb for nar¡ylng contrary to the wlll of

êoi[, the Ea¡De wlll happea to-c[aÍ.
ìt\-,
:l
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ñFor*tbf hane thel @uglfe for bere aariegee thet maryÊ so

her ohlld.aren¡

For eome¡ as I se rrow, soth for to telht
For oouoltfge ":-:3::1-:flg:*:u" ben rarrdcör

(il3 the Pn B pass Lt t 155*150nror gooÔe shulite seôd'e sooðe toTigur*åJ*Ë"r*:Ë: 
iåti"Ïse I

olt ls aa oaconely eoupl,e -o1 Srystr å3 ue tb{nketb,

8o gyuen a younge wenohe to an olcle feble,

Or weðûc& a¡y w1Õse f,or weLth of hlr gooð1o

Ehat ¿eutte shal bar.u,c bere, but lf 1t be la a¡mest

Maay a pelre slthon tbe pcstllenoe ban pl,lgbto bem toglÕereef

{P. tbe 3. B pøos If I 160-4}

Ehc oaly rceult of euob mamlages 1s quarrellng anù barsh wo:iðs.

qånd, though thel cloa bem ts Dcpnowe but lf tbe üeuel bElP

.8o f,olwea after the flloabe f,eEobe tbel' lt ueuere¡

}¡cL but thel bothe bc f,oreworr¡c tb¿t baooun thol tyne!

("3 the rÍ B pa.Ec lx 1. 168-1?0¡

[hts ls tbe earllest known al].usfon to the Du¡¡nE Fllteb

of beagn. [he eustos waE rif, aay palr oould., after a twelvenotrth

of natrfnoay, eone forwarðr aað malre oatb at Du¡mow that¡ ùnrlng

the wbole time, they haü never heð a quarrel, [ever regretteô their

mapfago, a4ùr ff agaln open to eagagenrent, woulcl make exaotl¡r tÞat

thcy hart naðe, they shonLd be rewarûeù wlth a flltob ot b,aef}n8 )'

'), skeat, ff.W. trW11114,n tranglanilts rPiers tbe Slown*r?r, ToI Xl Prl44
//ont^¿", /¡or'o , rrY 6 '
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ghe poet wlebeg to a¡oencl theee abuaes;therefore, as Ea;rralg:o was

1¡¡etituterl by Oorl, be ooungels all gbrlstia¡e to sease narrylag for

d.eslre of rcaXth,ør oÍ rleb klatlrail. For youtbs shoulô uats wltb

maitleas anð w1ôowers wlth w1ôoss¡

{Fsr as loaôes, but for loeø I'ske ¡re be wetlùetlt

.ônd tba¡ne get-e ye tbe grase of eoð aait gooù ynongb to lJrEe

wlth! lo3. tlâe PE B Pass Lr 1?5-6¡

Chept. 111 (el Chlval¡iy, KalghtbooËt, !1fe of ¡Ipper ClaeEee.

I¡ the l4th. 
- 
eãatury tho age of ehlvalry wes la ttg prlme, Fan ag:e

wbieh, 1f only the leeson taught haù beea oarrletl out, shoulô bAvn

marle soolety perf ecti oug'! Bhere were two orilers of kalghts,

re}lglous anð mll|tary, thougb the rellglous ortlers s6re ltyl¡g out,

the Knlghts SenplarE havlng been {tisEolvðat f¡r L62Z'.

üllhe Anlgbt shoulü have taken as bis notel that f veray parfttc

geatflbone, the goodt hnlgbte Chrfg,,te,who, aecorðf.ag to Plere

Plowman, knighteð the aagele¡

?For C¡fst, Eynge¿e EÍ48r

0berubln and. geraPbln aa

.ånê gaf bem maYstrle and.

wroag rlgbt, to be sober anù rellgloust
ËÀLtogether the lileal kalgbt shoulô have

k4yteûe teae,

al- tbe .four orôerot
I

¡aibt ln hls lfiaf.estietE /

fhe knlght wae ts be aourteot¡s, klncl, trutbful, to s'et tbÊ

anil, a ôefeaeler of 'wome¡l.

been the Perfeot¡1o¡ of

of wroags8 I

{'

hunanlty, a fatber to his peopler a rsðresser

, l[ra1].1.[.D. üSoolal. EnglanÖn Yol 11. GbaP T. P. 125.
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But ablvalry hað ûeoll¿eô from lts bigh ldleale, auÔ the knfghts

were gullty of naay of the vloes of tbe ager I¿ inltatlon sf

King trtbur, Eing Eûwarcl 1I1. had a rcs.trd table at trlnðEor antl in

Lg44 lnstltuteð the famous 0rcter of the Êarte¡. flhe l¡stallatio¿

of a kalght was a nost solenn f,u¡ctlo¿, ancl was aceonpllebedl wlth

mueb oeretsorq¡o Saturally Euoh oeremony Þeee,ne aoeonBt!trirð witå

luxury ancl extravaganser anô resulted. 1a the greeò whiab lan$lanit

eo¿ôenaE 1n the trpper etrÊSseÊ. llbe poet was not a levellerr he

belleveú 1û bne existlng ord.erof soolal il1stlnotJ.ons, eao abjeoted

to the kalgbting of thosr who were not of geatle blooô.

nFor 1t 1s a aarful kaygbt anô of a eattlf kyages nakyage

fhat hath no loadle ¿e lJrnage rfehe ü,e gootl loos of buE ho¡¡üeeI

(frP. tbe tE C pass 1M I10*1L1Ì

trAc eitb bonûemen¡e Þaraee ban to be maÉ bf'sshÓpas*

Ånrit barses bastarÕs ha¡ ben arahltlekelxeer

.ånd sopers and. here soneg fsr sEluer baa be kn¡rgbteen

, Ánd. Iorcteae so¡¡es here labores asf, lelû here rentes to wcððe

For the ryght of, thls rea,ne r¡,tl,en agens oure e&eByst

In comf,ort of the gotsure anù kynges worshepn

.ånð ¡qånkes anil moalales tbat menflilrasns sbolðea f¡mtlen

Ean matl here kyn knyghtee anû knyghtfees Burohaeeð,

PopeeanûBatroEg'pouregoatleÞ10ðrefuseth

.â¡tl taken Syuoades Eoae soynterrarle to kepe'

("P. the P8 C Pass Tl ! ?0'?91
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Bet he ûf(t aot bstrf,eve tbet tbo gøntry ehouLù leeõ Llves ef

lu¡mtlous a&eor Eç eo¡sÍü'erqö f,t the lt'uty of plougbnen aaË

Laþorere to nork for the support 9f tbe sPllef elasEee¡ but fe

:or ¿¿è Proteet tbe Poorretura, &atgbte anð J'atlleE ghoultt s*re f

anrl keep tbe fcelne L¡1 æ aaô oriler. ffhtle ths pllgrlue t¡¡

gcarsh ef $t. ErEtb sore weftfrg for Plere the Plownaa to

f tnleb ploughlng hls hal f,-aø¡rjãt a laðy aEke€l' bln wb¿t the wonE¡r

Eors to ð,o ëurlsg tbe 1¡te¡rcalr Els reltly, çhlOb c:Epressqe tbe

poeta opfafon of ftttf¡¡g øgçcI)g,tf,ens for g:eatlawomea, EsEo

Üsoms shal Êoaê tbe eekke for sbeüil,ynge ef the wþetç '

.Êaô ye J.onelV lað¡ree stth youre longe fyrgra*t

sbet¡r,ebatgfttee4ÊsenÖe¡'toEaverrbant¡mels'
Chcslbl'Eef,o]reba¡¡ølleyaoseberobestoboaonre,

S¡rwce anü eyÔwcs woll.e a¿rt flax epynnctbt

HaEatb eloth I so¡¡s'ell}'e you a¡rô ker¡ctb eo yeur ôoaghtres

fhe aoeily antl tbe ¿aked. a¡troetb heile biow bv liggetbt

.Ê¡il easteth hep cl0thEs for so ¡omauaûetb Êreutber'r-v'--- 
T;P.-inõ-ã. aipass vl. 11'9*1'6)

PierE oxpresses hls reaôfssss te sow an¿ X'ehour. botb for hlsssLf,

aait fer tbe kalght, aað tallE tbe latter wbat ilutlee he eboul{l

perforn la retur¡¡ be shoulÔ guarð the oburoh aaü tbe laboBrors

frou the
Füasroures atrô rro rvkkT"iî.iP3.11å:ni3it$r:ti:t!ff"'

Egsboulôhuattbewllðea1¡oalsandblrtlstbatÖestroythe
Iaþourers, ofoPso

1i
'iri'



r¡e¿îTs J:o {atsT Jo$ asq+ ea€ÞT ¡eÅou BrrB'q+n¡+ ¡oS aÂTT oI[Å

sÊoq+.Ãq+geÍu¡Bgsox,pue.s¡oase¡8su'€¡q,$rTqurBt[tso¡eq+

+uoq8g}î¡o+s+q8TIüpuesBu¡{JoÀ+npoqgsT+T+€{t+?tlts

f 'r8'T'II'sseil'cl
üe+seq a4l sT oq+nEt+TêT¡+ rfgq s:r'rBosþr+ oTIB !¡Bllts

4€qlsTTÏU u¡slT€n eqg uodn rel¡¡tsorp eq+ sTTÞqf{o.rnug ¡1oÉh

. ( g¿I*Ê¿I'TT'I'as4A'E t
ujla-;tp{? r¡e'fen Îr€q lrêTTaqB etr

?lsgutoq Brren E'f ugq¡a qll.ÍtB-rpq+ r¡E¿lssl *v\t --'"_- :

'se11e ¡eq+o sÁWe' e+eu eÁ +aqg" sa;nseu eu¡es 3q+ roE

sÐãtÒåÀ eenoÃ u¡ e{eu¡ ql.Ðq' e10u o+ tar+q8ÁE eq eÁ qsaouü

.e¡eood eq+ ¡:o sq+tÐ¡ q1Êfitstl'eqaÏJ ao'Á epel t 1q1-rod]

.¡ooi[ eg? o+ eTqB+T.EÊqo SuTeq Ío OaÌra+aoduç

eq4 ÉEoB1d 1a'releÊ nf sozTs6q&[e eg o1¡61$g1o"z to seTrs+eÄu

ðgs Ëxxato+ ÐÐn+î+1e 1 elldeTq ¡Teq+ ?ue';too'[ Ðg4 Fo +aeÏSelr

rTÐq+ so rfoÏ+filuþpr¡oÐ sTq Áq' IråOqs ËT eoTÂIr€ sTq4 so ?eoü q!

T¡Ðe .gOa¡oo$sTJ€ eq+ sËq+ ?ÐÂÊTTeq pnaT8¡re[ gsqú '1nabe s¡€ uÐa

IïelpoÐ so +q8Ts oq+ lfT ¡oãr!Á¡oae8¡aü ÌIf +T IOJr te¡r$as eI[ +seT

r¡ÐEß?îfoq Eïq l¡¡o.â,ogs1u xo uea cood f,o¡ãi BgtTS ldeoae +ou lTaoqs

Bqr'sxwue+ sIq o+ TaÍfcres eq ?Tnoqß +q8TI¡ã Ðq¡t

( . 9U?-6ÍZl'TT esrss€t:0 !

.tlfg¡pÏTqÐ?11€l¡gryoü1tteuq1e.8rfa+?sq+sgaÏoegv
seoeld gsga llt p1t8 uoq se?oûÀ oBTTlr trT !'€qiú

soxgaç roq+o Brrs xoJ ¡oÍ'se+se¡o$ PnB sEqq'Â¡s uI

e+roq o4 ss?.loT pIÍ?' eT¡OqBT O¡' uet Þ?e¡Àsl[

eüÊT 3q+ o+ saiEoq pr¡a aq o+ ÐoueTpsqo ;reErro

- 'sloa roüJ¡
etrdoed sÍâ:Û€m eTTs q+þ+oq eqaraqc

{?e,
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rfrürôly to tekc, anð trgwllebE te fyghte

ls tbe pÈeËaeslon 'enô the pere orclre tbat e?Ilenðetb tq

En¡rghtceFe ('çP¿ the Púr €rpê8s llo LI 96-?l

flbe 14tb BcaËary ras aa ag6 of, tranEitfou Ia tbe llfe ef
tbe upper elassesr $be barorage res graðually loslag lts
poLltloal pr.e-æl.gcreel ee tbo sonnorE obtaf.¿cd a holrt uBou the

aênl¡letratlo¿ Þy seourlag: the rtght ef hoLû1ag royal mfafeters

to aoeouatn aaô ef harlsg tbetr petitfoað ensuered., aot orall¡r

but f,ormally resorðcð aað sealqal [te oltl fortffted. ôeatlce

were begtuntag to glre place to Doro opcaly eltuaúcð bouEea a.atl

vl.llaso I¿ the olðcr -oulIri1age, tbe l.lf,e oe¿ùred, a-oout tbe large

haan fn wblaE the loestera a¡d, Eerrante elI eat a¡d, ¡ll¡EtL tog'ethero

Esrc travellere were reecl,veð antt glfvea boepltalfty aað at

tabl'e" EerÊ p1aceð noÊr the Loril dr amsug the Ee¡rva¿ta aoeerü1ug

as the¡r werg of, btgÞ or lor eËsgreeç Ecre also nlagtrcl,s een6:

tbetr so¡¡ga of, lovs aaù knlgbtl¡r Cecôe, anô helpsil to wbllq

eway tbe weury hourer For et tbis iimc, uhe¿ Þsoke rrera raret

anð the thcetre ôLcl aot exf,etn f¡ the seaso¡r uråea dtarknsse f,ell.

earl¡r aaË prevcsteÊ tåc pcreuft of, eete[oor s¡rort*1 tbc llfe of,

a. baro¡ ea ble eountrg estatc uuEt soueËfnes bave þec¡ vsr$

Ioael¡r ancl u¡rl.¿terestJ.cg batt sot tbe evc¡rfag hourE 'oeen

enllveneit bg tal'es ef brave knights anal tbefr pronesÊ f,¿ too¡.
¡a,Bent anrl b¿tËlco But tranglentl aonplai¿s î¡bat the btapltable

a¡ð soeial austous of ball-lffe are paeelng sçeVo

qHIyEg le the hall uehe Gaye fn Ëhe wyks

llhe:re the tosilc ae tbe Laily lyketb nought to s¡rüte

Sor beth uehe rLche a reule to etca -ot h¡ræsclue

h ? prJruc perloure f,er I¡flr6 Eertåsa sake,

frnl, tt 8-!"y. tr t . f. t i â
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thatwasuað'eformoleg'"ment'oete¡læe"

.¡ltrô al to e¡nre to spfllertÞat sper¡dl Ëhal a¡ ctÞer.r
(B.Pass rE. 11't 94eI00o )

¡ is aot the otrIy fault bowerer of, whtoh the rfeh are gFfltgithts ¡l].Y raur! rtqw

tbeg ¿re f,orsaÈfng relfg:ioao Eisalom aaü Í¿telllg:eaee ar€ rec

gard.eÕ aergot wsrtb a esesgnrenless sono æ.terf.al ¡lroflt ean

be gaiaeô fron tbæ¡be wao ca^n ôesel.ve the ¡reople anrl hinùer

Ëruth b¡r neans ef a üloueðegFts eeJ.l'att trats eoEfie,fl¡he s&o

e¿rLersþanûs slanõer lE ealleõ by the taw te helF tt'bet tha

trelg wleo are bi(Ld.e¿ to Þe off¡hc nbo e+n rob the people Þg

trlekerg a¿ö f,eeble s¡leech fs revereneed enel alotnøA!

úEbei loeeth toaÖ aacl lorü.s,htp anå lgkyng of Þoel'g üore

[fr¿¡ hol"yaese other Þescleaesse oüher al that sef'EteE
tcebcthÚ

Í o tPass.ltr. 11, rÊ-r5. Ì

Åecorit1ng to tbe selr¡¡lef.trt of Etuùgrh.aJrlots are belpøð

befcre tbe aeeily pooro trfttle Is he weleoneù at fee.stE

w&o ean tell of ëhristts passioa or of the twelve apostles '
Ilatess sne car telt fÕIe te'les I

s$beltl.e l¡euer'e ky¡g ae ka¡ght'!.e chanous of seynt
Poules

syvehentoher¡i.eresg*,vetheglfteofa'grote.n
f B.Pes s . rrlr., 46 -4'l .l

!Ê;l,netreley anð mlrth have qo!Ûe to aEthÍ¡¡g bu! loose tales,

gluttoay,aniloaths,ÊnCLwbeatheminstrelsaresllg¡¡t,merl

il.isaess religloa a¡cl scoff at ltS qysterles.
{-

h

-) 
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Flf;bsnne ûelleth thef of tbe trlrrlte a tAIa ether tweyae;

ånù Þrfngen fart& e bal.leð resotrE anö take¡¡ Bor¿ard, to ultneer

.&nil pattôa f,ortb e¡ preÊsspEfos¡¡ to preeo tbe eethcE-f 
"P. tþ Þo. Eá Peee I. ff ogfrþ5)

Ebey talk of Cbrfst aaa hte power &E tbougb tbey Eere elerlre¡ ibey

bla,nl the .&,lnlgbt$ f,or dl} osr troublep3 they eay tt la uareaÊoll-

eble üo bellcve thaü al,I. @nElntt Eboulet be pnnfsbed' for the lrenao

grcsof.oa of tÊan Éû BçeÍ wåg sbonltl our Savlo¡r euffor see& a

ser¡reat to eatcr thc plaoe of bls bl1EÉ" tbe Barùe¡r of, Eûcao

trÂa tbe eareful Eay ergre antl earPe!, eËtc gete,

ùtA" af¡r'ngreiÈ a¿ô a, thurst êlrr fcr ebøIc guaEe¡

Ie ¡roac Èo ¡ùJ¡uGE å¡m nerc hls aoge to ameaüe,

But bee¡ oa lr¡ra aE aE äou¡rile autt bglea_byn go. the¡¡cst
f oP. the PB. a.peee Ir,lI 5si61)

[1ttlc cloes he, mho 1s so alggerðly ulth bls ebarlty es thls, love

the tror"rel wbo gave biu all bls rreeltb. tare 4ot the poor ¡gerc

nerqtful tbaa tbe rlaÞn'beggaro rsoulô bavc to gO th Þcit hnaggyo

Ebc rlon oontlaualLy ðlscusg Êeê, Þut lt ls tbe Door who Öe bfe

bföÊfag.
ü6oü ia aoeþç la the gerge of thlss gnete na¡rstreet

.èe æOages Ee¡ro 9ca hls Eercy enû bfs Eerkfs;

4nð so ;Êlth the F*trter f hauc yscye 1t of,te,

Esec eqêicfüûus' cat l¿ Etfr&ta, lsucalnus oau 1n ee'nX¡ts

slLueF (îP. the 3r* Brpêgg I. 11 66'eI
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Chapo 111. (ð¡ tr[erebaats, Chapnea & PettlartrÇ

One of the nal¿ eauses of the ¡atlqaal strength of,

Engtaaû ðurlng tbe 14tb üeatury, wag the progress nactø by the

1¡ilustrla1 aaô ertl.ean elasEeso ElEhere ls Uttle ðoubt that tbis
progrees wae largely ðue ts tbe careful Brotectl.on of the eroç¿,l

a¡ð tbe eullghteneð I'eglelatloa of Parlla,ne¿tËl frlenleÞ Fo&vers

were eacotrrageô a¿d. tbere Eere colonfos of cr4lerts t¡ Þsth the

Eastera a¿il tbe Feeter¡¡ Oou¡tiesq Other traðeE eneb &s eloek-

maEers wors settleô ln Engla¿d', aacl the natlve uanqfaeturere

wsre o[eouregerl, arr'rl protectÉit by the lawr lfnrhets were secureil

on the Goatlaest for Engllsb æ¡rorte. HooJ' ssg, the Õþlsf ex¡rart

of Eagl,and. at tble perloù ancl- w*s elways rËquireü Þy the wearêrs

of El,e¡ôorsr Eilwartt I1l, for a tfue, brougbt thø nav¡r' te the

bfgbest polat of efftefeaci that lt hað yot reachetl, es tþe

earrylag trads to a,aal fron tbe Ceatlneat *uu falrly Êaf,e.

&lleas wltbin tbe kfagôon.were eneouïa.ged. te lnllort freelgro

whfl'e regulatlo¿s for the d,lsposal of gooùe favoqrêd. tbe aatlve

rotallero llhe O¿d,lusuoe of tbe Süa.ple, 155ã, aosJ.g:+eð ter
&gllsh ts¡r¡s f,or tbe exolüsÍ,ve sale of wsolo Eere all the

sool. batl to be -arought aact aertlfl.eil before belug EoId. aatl

ex¡rorterL. ![ueb of tbe traôe ln tbe 14tb Centur¡f ças reguÍatett

by gd.lðs. lilhe gfld, Ìras & ctenoEratle. borty fo¡meü o,ut of merahant

trerle$s a¿ö ¿rtlea&g, ta whgs glLð meubershlp geve an equal

footiag asr þurgesses, a¿d. ltE nlssion wgs to regulate tbe

1¡¡teragl and. erternal traûe pursueô by the gllat bretbreac

/y

I

åir
$.

9ra11l, 8.û. nnglaqaLr Tol'IL. Chapo To P.1S9.



Få ty¡rieal oraft gÉ.I{t fn 14tb Ceatury sontainecl. tb,ree

eLasses of artiEal¡s¡-naÊters, journepea anô eBpreatf,eee¡ anð.

i¿ Eplte of eertala laeguall.tfes anô harelsblps the lnterest
of all tbree ela,ssec was LdleÃt teailo? Ehe glllô usually bað

füs owa g11ð eourt aad. offlcers, aad. here ïrere trieô all. e&see

arlsf,ng ont of trgôe d,lsputes eaa aitfpline. In Euch ca,ses

sraftsaea coulcl olalu te be trieÕ by their g1Ld. eourtg lasteacl

of Þy tbe muafeipal authorltleg. Beetüej hearing ee,ses broaght

for trial, lt was the ðuty of the offlcers to oversee the work-

ue,oship anô tleallnge of the eraftsnenn anù tbus ens&þ a bfgb

ete¿üartl sf worho O¡re of the ¡reeeoEl.tfee of the uerohante

o*Il1ng wgs coastaÀt traveLllag. lEratlers were compelleit t0

vfeft the gentfaent often" aaè thus tbey boeame, fn Eng:lanên

oÄe.ef tbe moet rellable sourcgs of l¿formatloa csaserufng'

erente, tbougbtsra¿ù Lclees. fn Franee. lÍhege -oecene tbelr ehlef

topic of conrersatl,on as tÞey travelled. along the roaùE of

Engla.nü. Ebe neeesEôtles oon4retll¡g the uerohaats to travel

so musb wer€ natry. åtoüg the ehfef were tbe Stap1e øaô the

falrs. .AS has been æentloneð beforen .eertaia gnotls cÓulù be

bo.eg:h. ,;anð sol.¿ onl¡r' at tonns assfgaed. to thls puryosee

Sairs took a verJr lnportant part ta the Life of tbe üayr E¡rery

large towa badl one or rnore d.nring tbe year, people floqkeü tO

then f,rom far anúL JoGår¡ Eercha.nts, pecllars, d'rugsellers &.¡1€È

traùers sf all klnûs establleheû tbemeeLves fn the fair gËounfls

aail. proeeeclecl to à;clvertfse thelr w&r€eo DtBny sevore regulatloas

were fnposecln so the feir tfne we,s oâe of, flaes'agi[ fsrfeituresf

! Sralll¡ EoD. çÊqsial EnglaaclF. Vo1cll. Cba3. Vr P.110.
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as welL &s of bustle, nol,ee aaö gaiety. [he mereha¡ts uacle

uge of taterwalrs As,mueh as gossfble, sE a uea¡¡s of transÞO[te

stloa. lEease the eonstant f,r¡terferenee of tho $oñmo¡,s nlth
the ereotlon of u,ew nl1l{¡ weire, aacl ether bfnilratrees. o¡r rfrers

Iby the lorrls of the ed,Jofrlag larcLst?.' Ehey pref,erreû. water

traaeportatlo.a for threê regsor,e:- the eoet of carrlage EaÊ:

lese; they w€re tsote eertef¿ to flnd a sle€ir GouraÊ tbaa o¡¡

orcl,5.aary troatls, thougb tbeg wsulð eeeAstô¡a11g ceet wlth
uaezXreoteð loeBs aail wefre¡ eail tbe¡i' eouJ.Õ protect themseilves

better frou robberso But lt ¡ras aot always possible Èo reac-b

thelr üesttüetfoa by water" aað they EEr6 obllgeû oftes, to
travel oa t¡be ÞIgb ¡oaôs and. ru¡ tbe ris& of nlefortune Ëbere

or at tþe irÆÊo åverfoe, ln his aouf,eselonn d.qriete o¿o of

the rlstsE to wbfeÊ tbe meroha¡t nnst otrpoae hia good^e. Oa

ÞeLag es&eit by Bç¡rentqne€ 1f äe ever maits restl.tutÍoa to tbe

Þeop}.e Éq bait ebeated.¡ he replfaet
t tlog.o oaes I wee ber-oemed.! guod. he rwith an ãep of

ehapmea,

I roes wha¡¡ thet were *reet aaë yrf,fred. herg- malesn!
(Po. tbE PÉ. Bop&ss Tr 1l.ggã.4)

¡ut ft the ueroha¡t was ofte¿ the vletln of theft or hlgbwAy

robbery, b.e, fa bfg turnl EaE eomoal¡r Butlt¡r, of unJeet ûei¡llqgs.

fihe tregrateror çhou Ianglaaù repreeente by the pereonlf,ioetlon

of tbe ôeaôIy sfn, .êvarlpe" a¡d. the way fn wh.fa& the¡r e*eapaô

pualsbnent by the nelp of Þrlberg, bavo been d.ealË ¡rftb snclar

eûotber åe¿ûtragr .&vErls,e telLs bow, ßE: a¡l apprenttee, he took

I) .IuEeer6acl, J.i[. EEagllsh Wayfarlag Llfçp llTtb Centeryr Part l,L
ChaBo II. l.ÈéÊ.
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bfs nesters goocte to the fair¡ good,s wbfeh he eoulÔ not have

sold f¡ Eeven yegrs, haô he not lfeil ãþouË Èhemr Shen the

throng of followerÊ of Faleebooün Flatter¡. aatl MeerÉl, ioeraey'.

tagl to lonðoa, baü been roufeû by the rrews tbat tbo klng baü

orrlerecl theJ.r arreet anô pual.Sbueatn Êufle pre¡rareõ to go PÌsay
(

a¿ð ð,1a ef frlgbü/ But the mereha¡¡ts met hfinr auÕ foroeil frlu

te rqaÍu wftb tbem¡ Ebey ttreEeed bln As aa apprentfee a¡ril

put blu fn thelr sbops to ölsplay thelr EâreËo l¡lar alao,

qrbaa he oOuIê, be epareil by the parttone¡s a4ð f,rlare, w&s

besought by the Cploe selle4,g tç øverEee'thelr E&rêg¡

{Ber he senth sf here qraf,t anü knme Eany'go@esn
(oP. tbe Pno BoPass lLo loä86)

In the parilon wbioh $t.[rutb seat to Pf,ers ibe Plouua¿, th'e

Dersbeatg Fere not laeluðeil Ûfor they èo ¡¡Ot obserre bOlS

ilgrE aE the Cbuteb teaobee, ild they ¡lerJure thelr Eouls f¡
orüer to seXl thelr gooÕsÚ. Ebey wercÌ f,astruoteù by Erntä |s

a epeeLal letter, t@ ¡rorforn eErtaia ebaritleEo Ehey shoultl'

gfve nðney to havc hospltale, broken brlóges anù baÔ roaÔs

repalreö; eboulù glve oontrlbutto¡¡e to onable girle to maruy

e¡ besome &EIIËo -SheY sboul.û feetl Boor ¡eople antt prleoserflù

pay for tbs eä.uoatio¿ øf Boor Eebolaren anù e[üer rellgf.ous
í

ortlers¡ ]
Is those ôaye rrb'en tbqre wa's e great ùs¿l of

travelllng ilooc, eaô the only uoeleE wore oa f,ooË, e& horiseo

bao& or f¡¡ elune¡r carrlagss or catts, gooô roaðe aail brlõgos

BASe

ES An

fryortaatnl aaO to rqralr or buflô a Þ¡|ilge wes.regarüeil

dæslrert forn of Eharlty. In theory" Ia¡¡ileil proBrfetorE

/, "rnrrs tho Fl.ownaå,n. 8Ht
1y fi:.;a.

pass IL. El AI.1*414r

Pass llL. 13. 18'56.
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were obltgeit. to aq,l&Ëal¡l good, roaôa aa<l brtd,ges o.u, thefr
rilomainsn a¿rl souetimee, ûf tbe torçns eertaf¡,re¡rtE EBro

asefgaeû to üh1s worn¡ almE E€re of,fered., aaü e sertal¡ Ëarfff
kaoua ae tb¡rudl,tbolll (lrtege-toll) was eol]'eqted. froæ the

påa$ere-b$. But as those- to whom the oorleetloa of tbe rente

¡ras âsElgaecl' rer¡r of,ten a,pproprlateê the fuutts, brld,ges frequeat*

19 weat unrepaireð u¿tfl sono oae uenöeè theu ps a sor& of,

.charlî;y
:

åno¡g the naa¡r wayfarers wbs finqueateil the road.e L¡r

the nfdüle agefr, Ìras a cX.ase wbLeÞ tE etfll gufte somnor¡ Í¿ thç

present d.ayr* tbe peôlerElo Ia the l4tb ceaÈury whea not every

vlllage haô fts sbop, the perilars belal qulte an fnportent plaoc

tr¿ the life of tbe cêuatty.,,Êletrfcts. Sbey earrleö ãousehol.ü.

n*ros f,rou villagø to vtllçge; la thelr paeke wêre hosts of
ihftge, ¡reeesgltles a¡¡ô Eua, 11 luxnrlesr- vests, Gepe, glovee,

peuúer poËs, nuEloal lagtrunentsr pqrses, glæûles, bats,

cnülgsseo, aJrtl, ¿unbere of otber srtloles. ESE to the Leane Þ¡r

whfeh pettLars egse by their good,so several wero f,a,n1Ilar Ëo

tbem, aadl purebcse ee€ms to have beea oaly o¡¡e auong mÊ[go .å,

prorerbS.al seying,preserreè for ue bg Dang:Iaatt,shcwe hew tbey

Eeeurerl furg for tbelr oountry custoner s"? Eben .Ènarfoe fs
astsecl by Rø¡reatanae

IEestow pfte otr pore nsn thst pote tr6€leð bome?F.
(ç3. the Púo Bopess Yr 1. 

".6'lI

'L ilueseraaü, ,rrü. rEnglJ.lsh Wayfarlng !ff.e lËLYth Centuryr Part llr
C$sP. 11. P. z5ã.
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hÍs røply fs
rI bave a,e moghe gfte of pore non

Sbat solile hllle hm yf be caeeb.e

of here s}¡rrnesrt fP.

as pe<llere hath of, cattes,

ben nyghte for eoeeitl,Ee

the P.r Brpê58 YolI' &58*91

Sbapr 1l¡ ("f lawyers¡ Serfffet ilurors E¿ô Sumororso

8or uan¡r' yearÊ '! tnet" Exfsteð l¿ the eeslesle,srro*

eourtE of Englaaô a profess,lonal Elase forneet by the tlegifstsl

e¿ù'lcteer:etists! rhÊ were wllllag to pleaô sa,uses of otbers f,Or

feee. Sbo elergy sf the tlne.sere cqaËlanalLy eagageü. l,a

lawsufte, usual.ly witb waalthy rellglous bousesr BQ tbe bnsl¡¡eso

of BLEAd*t¿gi e&gses wgs e flourlshfng oae. Toung Eng:llsbuea

were Eent to Sol.ogne to leara the larr of tbe 6hnrch. FfrEt

Oxf,orr[,, anû tben Ca,nbrld.ge, grantecL d,egreeE f¿ 41v11 enô setron

Iaw. Ig the ehureh eourt were tbe ratfvocatgrr wbose pprt was

to Bleeet |a behatf of, e elfeatn a¿d. the rproouratorr who

rsllreqerted, bfs el.featE perso¿ e¿Õ etteaÀeð to hÍs e&uEe. Ewc

gfoups Efnllar to theeE grer up fa the Eings eosrË 1r¡ aourse of,

tlne¡ tho eeeleEfaetloal rprocuratorr correspoaÕ1ng'to the elvll
tattonae¡fr antt the radvoeate! to the tpleaôerto Ehe rlght to

+ppolnt s, representative i¡ the oourt at first belong:eð.io tbe

Elng elo¡¡o. Ebls rfgbt the klng eoul.al eoaf,er Epoa an¡r of hlo

SubJeots, ãt f,lrst, 8ê an exoeptlanal favour, anÔ,aftersartle

ss & g:eaeraL rul,e. fhe origia of tbe rpl,eaelerr haü e illff
;'i
ì .ii soür:cer Fron sery early üays a Litlgant wAs slleweõ to þr

his frl.entiLe fntc eourt, aaè to take eoursel wlth them before I

(Foregoing pare.graBh taJrea tro*I IsBeaHtaE,: I
! wart], E.il. F$oa1al Eåglanèn To1¡ 1J-. ChaprY. Pages

ËÐ



-_1*--

f+e¡

flbe¡ sometimes o¿e of tbe frlenôs pronptecl. or was ev€n allowed

to speÊ& for tbe lltlgant, naturally the aoutest antl most

ex¡rerieneeil frie¿cLs were ehosen for roounsel!; naturally Êoon,

acute aad experlenoed. me¡, coulô be fouact who wero wllliag to be

såyboùyts friencls for the time belag, 1f they were pa1ù for It.
X'lnally, a class of, er¡rert pleailers graðually formedr Seelotagl¡tt

1t was f¿ the reigb of lleary 11,1. tbat pleailerE seeklng employ-

me¿t began to eluster rouncl the kings sourt. lhe klng kept some

f¿ bis pa6 antt tbese urere his ¡rserJeaatstt i.ê.s€rva¿ts Eat.la,wF.

ìIncler Eðwarð I a prooess brougbt these professlo¿al pleaÕers

uacler the ooatrol of the iuclges,, anô begaa to seeure a nonopoly of

pra.etlse to those who hacl beea fo:mally adntttetl to the nlalstry
of the l&ur. .&t tbe sggoe tfne uen begaa to ollnb fron the Bar

to tbe Beaoh, ancl Juùges Ìçere oeaslag to Þe eaeloEiastlEsr By

EÈward. L tlne the varfous offlcgs ginÖ trlb'unals Eere ;-
FÍbe Elng:ts 3eaeh, B whloh rras & conrt for srlul¿aL êauses a,nû

other rtpleas of the srow[|. A l0oumon BenehÍ, s eourt for

aetioas brougbt by one snn¡ect agalnst another; an ÍExchequeræ

whloh botb ia a Juð1cf.al anù adnlsistratfve way eolleated. tbe

Klngts relre!,ue all.cl enforsect, bfs ffsca]' rlghte; a Chanaerg, wbloh

w4s a; unfversal seeretarial bureau, Öo1¿g aÏt tbe wrttfng that

wae ûone lJx the tslng:rs name.f

Iawyers are s,nûongst those most conelennett by trangla,nð. Ee

represents tbem as being qulte wltbout eharity, anô a,nongst thos'e

most eorrupte& by Meecl.o ffFor"going para¡ßaph taJcen fro¡n) j-

,/y gtalLLt EoÐ. nsoelal

::il

EnglanûF Vo1.11.

I
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s
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In the notlag throng fa the f1elè ful1 of, folk, the ctree,ner

observecl about a hunclrecl, me¿ ia s1lk eoffs. lEbese, hê ex¡rlains,

&f,e larcÈserjeants, who pleaÉ, trre lae for peaee aad. pounils, but

will sot open thElr llps tbrough ],ove of the lrorô.
, tr$bow nyghtest better mete the nyste on Maluerne hulles,

thaa gete a momne of bere moutbe but noney wore Ehepeð.Ë
ln8. tbo Þoü Bopro'. 11.a:14*5¡

Me¿ of la.w are most oonspf,cuous aæoag the follorers of Falsehoorl,

aaû Meed.

n|ro merie tbl,s uayôec,e BaE B,au¡r s¡E"a åoaeu-olerä."

.êe of kafgbtes aað of clerkls a¿ù otber aomune peoplen

ls s¡reours anð somtr!ÂotrrÊ Ehiraues ar¡cl bere elerkes,

Beüellee anô balllfueË enô b¡okouros af ehaf,faren

Forg:oeree aað vltEll.lere anel vo&atee qf tþs grobee¡

I aan nongbt reheae the ronte that rsa aboute üeelcr

As 8Jtuonye anð Cyull'e a¡,ô Ef.scttrres, of, eourteE

Eare moete pryue wlth tfietle-gf &+V trg3 B: tngplle
llP. the Fre BoPsss, If. 11*56*6ãÌ

Farel, wbe¿ ëtstrfbntiag flErfae tÀ 
"o*oþ 

tne snpport of, hlE

partl.sans, bribedl f,al.eo wltnesses slnô ga,ve

Fna,merlcb ro rhe aorarles rt?l.o;ä""i:: 
ä:nåSÏir :.nu. )

I¿ the searob for herses to carry tbe ùlsputants to Westnlnster,
f

Meeð uounteÉt a sherlf,f, anð FaLsehOotl, a ¡urer.J Sinony end, Clvll
Iårç, n:nneged. at ffaùlng ro horsee, EgaLè].Eô pre*ieors a,r¡ð

Eurutrq¿eruÞ UAro !üeeå arriveð, a prlsoner, at Eestnlnster, ELl,

those who öwelt there worshlpped. ber. ,Iustieee oame to eomfort

her ar¡ð ts promise thelr supporto L

I,*Plers the Plownaaw Eext Br Pess 1I.
8wt Br Pass 11.
flôa,t B. Pass LLl.

11. ltg*4.
LL. 168*L?S.

Ll.Xã*19 o
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Consoilìtoe, in reeoultlng the

4ecIarEE that,
crimesof which Meedl ls gullty

n$esour€s anel eo4uroqres, suehe men hLr prelseth';

Shlreues of shlree, qrerg sheat gif she rnerse;s
18. pase. 111.Ir.159*4. )

She aorrupte Jud.ges a¿é hlnðers the law; trutb has ao power

against her florlas; så.e eo ao¡trols Iaw, that, me& who but for her

nlght succeeð ia gettlag Justlce, are troet¡ anê a poor naa nigbt
pleað forevar wlühout proourlng aay red.resE of h1s wrongsl

wlawe le so lord.ellcbe antl loth ts ma&e enite"

Wltboute pruseÉËã or penE, sbe pleseth wel f.ew(o.'ih 'ttr'il''bt'^)
Wlsttou anð Wit, who have clutf es, 1¿ the excheguer aneL ia tãe

cha,ncerln, are representeü as beiag wbolþ laflueaceCAy Meeil,

trllbere as wratthe and. wranglya$ ls tb,ere wya tbel silver;
Ae lhere ls love anrll lewte thel wll aoughte come there;

[heÍ ae gyueth nougbte of gorl oae goso ¡ry¡gs

Xror, wot fa,thel wolcte clo more for a ôoaelae ahlokenee,

0r as Beny eaporres or for a seem of otes*

lhan for love of owre Lorðe or alle bise leue seyateso

For-thl, Resoua, Lete hln riÉLe, tho r4obe bf hem-seluent

For toasclqnee kaowetã hem Aougbte, ne Cryst, ês I trowerr
fB.Pase. IV, 11. 36-42.I

[he allusio¿s to the corruptf-oao of ].aw by brlbery a:re maegf

Reason ðeolarecL, or beiag askecL lf he tãought that Wrong sboulð

be parùoaecl, that he woulô have no pft¡r untll :naay of the prevale¡t

evils shoulcl be anencteür

)

T
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Ehenn vshe¡r love rules tbe lanð¡ law woultt be no longer requlreü

anrl would. þe foreeð ,n i""ore a laborêrr Olqrks wlro were co¡¡ä

fessore, trleô to eonstrse Boasonts spsssh for the kiagts beaefltn
for

not/tne good. of hiE souln or for tbe comfort of tbe eonnon peoploo

rtFor I eefgÞe I[eeð 1n the mooteha]-l o¿ mea of lawe wynke

Ând thef lalrgb.yag lope tO here anð lafte resou¡ Eå¡r¿êo+

IÍarya wl.gdoue uynkeü uBotr, ![eðe

.ð¡ù gelðe ttrfaûane, I am youre BaJr, whatEo 4y noutb JangJ.etbt

EI fall 1r floreinEÌ quoô that freker anÌ fafle speahe oftewrttf3. the Pott B. passr IV 1I. 14Ê*6)

Conseleaoe propbesles that¡whe¿ Beasoa goveras the realu, wb.en

loyal.ty, I¡ove e,nð Eumlt lty relga ln tbe pl,ace of Meeil¡ who 1s aew

the nastero lroyalty alonglshall admf¡¡fster the law to tb.ose wb'o

trespass against frutho
¡tghell rro Êerleu¡rt for hers seraye were a sllhe boweo,

se ¿o pflure 1¿ bls sloka for pleöyng atte b&rre.n
f ttp,- the- P.t t. pass 111. . 11.79ã*4)

When fbeo1ogy ebJeoteô to tbe marri*g* ot ¡CeäA a¡,ð Falsebootln aúð

cLemancteõ that the ease be take¿ to lo.¡rùon, nthere law 1g rysheweönn

he lrplteit some d.oubt as to tbe ôeofsfoa of the Juclgeso

f.ånd thougb Justlces Jugge bir, to be f,olgneð wlth'fals

IeË letn wtn of, weÖd,yng for w¡rtty ts llruthen

snÕ coasoleace ls or ot"ril:"1;åtå:,,i: 
H:Ë"Ti.oolï.ffiä:Ëij'

lhore 1s here a snggestio¡r that the Juðges migbt very posslbly be

Bore 1¡rflueaoeð .by bribery aacl oorruptlon than by truth ancl eo¡'

seleaceo
$r.Tr:
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Eanglanù agefn voices hfs ôlsapproval of the J.awyersri.o hi$ aoeou¿t

of the parcLon reaelveû b¡ Plers from St.l[ru.th. Me.a of Law,who

plead. for reurard, ,received. the least pareLonrthe Psalter eoncl'enns

sueb as accept glfts, especlally from the poor¡ pl,eaclere Ehoulü

upholö the cause ef the poor. for tlre sake of love aaô JustLceranð

prlnoes anÖ prelatesr.cot tbe poor,shoultl pa¡i' then for thefr work"

rrÅc meng a i[uEtfee anù .Iuroure wolcl for iloha¡ do looret

than (pro ûef pietate)Ieu'e Ëhiw ¡1orê other¿n
(ttP.the Po B.pess. vrr.1r.44--5. )

But he who pleacts for the fnnocent anð neecly poorrwho eomforte

hfn uitbont tbought o.f reward.rw,bo fniures no n€,ttxlancl i¡¡terprets

the law for lave of th.e Sord.,sball not be troubleù at hisd'eaÊh*

ãeÊr by any ðev1l who ean halm hLs soul. For human intellfgeaee_

tike waterrwiacL ancl fi.reris the glft of Goü'anû is meaat Ëo be

free for a1l nen to profít by. fhereforerthose who s.re f¡rte1ll-

gentshould" gfve cou¿sel to thOse who are too poor to pay for I't.

WXtb regarö to the way fa whlch some lawgers pleaüeð the eaese of

the poor ,l[r Skeat saysnQae g:ross form of cruelty practisett b¡r

some law¡i'ersrwas to exàct from a poor ¡aan aJf be coulô afforù

to gÍveraad, then to pa¡r no attentlqn whatever to hls gåSê.t 7

Áað , continues traÃgla*nùrwhen those Who sell wbc,t i's the tree

gift of Çoù (1.e. tn"i" intelligence) and. obarge poor men for

their serviees ,*o*" to, &Íerthey w111 find. their share of parclon

Yery small.- rr Ie llgistres anü lawgers bolôeth this for treuthet

Uhat yÍf that I lye Mathew is to bla¡¡e

For he Þacl me uake you this anð thls prouerbe $e tolü

Quoôoemgne vultie ut faelant vobif homiaesrfSgltg. "::".(trP.the P( Ü.B.pass.vrrp1I.59-6r

, -*--' "-': 
0r{.rr, I 12¡ . 
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Chapr 11L. (f ) Ðoetors a¿ld' Quaeks'

The Eheoretical medlcine anc surgery of Engla'nô in the

earliest times were tbose of tbe Byzantlne writers, whose worke were

to be founel i¡ th.e moaastlc llbre'rlos' One or two of the monks woulcl

ùevotethemselves to the stuðy of thefauthorsn and'. woulè nake a go11-

eotion of Breecriptlons *nð remeöf.ee, la'nany cases subetltuting aa'tfre

h.erbs, of whlch tbey mad.e great uset for foreign üruge that were ôiffl-

cult or lnposslble to procure r astrologg anel superstl'tlO8 nlagleil

wlth meô1o1ne; anÕ clays ancl hours follorving the ebanges of tbe moo'u's

or seasorlg were aarefully observeôr Meô141'*e wa$ ¡Iever admlnlstereù

without oeremoalal¡ whiLe tbe sed.icine was belng preparedln tbe patleat

woulcl repeat a psalm twelve tlmes or perform some other rite; remealles

were supposÓit to be most eff ective tf they were adnl¿lstereü o¡1 GOIIe

eeoratecl g1,ounÊs- or at the shrú&e of, a saintn or after touchiag a

hoLy 1tê.0,c .&s a befiet'e in nagic wq.s prevalent n the religous cere-

. moulal ¡aturally became uinglert wltb the use of charnsr nlt tE dlear

from tbe oases preserTeö ÞY uo-uklsh chro¡lcles that tbe maX'af,lee of
n-

tb.e M1ôùle .ågee baù ae ¿ausually large a'mount of hyeteria 1n theen so

that a,;gf,opô3t{ônä$ex.y large element of faltb same not s'¡tiss f¡' the

eourse of treatnentJlMueb of the treatmeqt was purel¡' ûomestler Ílhø

resoþoes tf sqsgery.were aompere.tivel¡r few anrl tbe lnstrume¡rts siupler

Ebe leeshes of the ðay knew bow to eare for'wouncls, perfOrn,the slnple

operatione" anü tseat aLl the ordlner¡r maleclles of our ow¡tr ¿ayEt !

Pr
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. In the 12th Ceatury tbe Jows were thoronghl.y verse& t¡ ths

&rab1a¿ necllcal lore, anil thougb they werê forblðèe¿ by oanon larc i¡o

adninister to a Cbrietlaa,n the¡. were practlelag at every eourt 1a

Europer fihE monksraLsoç hail bee¡ forblôèeÄ by tbe Cburcä to praotiee

med.iciae¡ for love of gal-a had. Ie¡ð thæ to go far eftelô to attentt to

patlentsr Nevertbelessn botir Jews a¡õ, monks evaðeð the law a¡cl coE'

tfaued. to praetlse¡ for tbey bacl no oonpete¡rt rfval,s. [be nex.t claEs

of aotetl physlolaae ças tbe Franoåe"a.n Oreler of Frlars¡ fibe most

fe.pouE sf thls Orrler was Roger Sacosn wbo lncluùeê med'lclne 1n bls

stu¿iese Ee applieû cher¡teal kaowleôge to tbo removal of .dlûgeaseso

E,e clalnorl also tbat the ohlef, use of, astrologg TceÈ 1n .uetlieluea ariÊ

a ceatur¡ir after bis death aknowleùge of, thÍ.s Eeieace was evÖr¡vhere

adnitteit to bø tbo quslffleatlo¡ of Ea aaaöemleal physfolann ae üls'

tlagulshlng bfu from a quackt cbaueer0s physlofan sae Fgroun'cleð 1¡¡

-1,

astro¡ongrÉ aað rie,&lg, e]ç¿f.? ÂE neÔlelne waE ll¡keü, wlth astroS'ogy,

so ft was wlth nagler Ebe sæßoJlts aail Da¿es brought to unglaað a te*'

llef f,a ru¡rea and. sBel,ls, anô wbea tbe r¡eð1Cal ntn, probabl.y e JeElt

Settleè epong tbæ, hlE oureE weril set Õom to superlör effleaeg of,

cha:mse r Å boo& o.f, eounselE of yomrg practitlioners f1ã00¡ glvec

eurJ.oee s¿ôelights oa the uannerÊ of tbe tlms' "í ge was eaÛtloaei1 te

use Long worüE that woulcl aot¡ be uaûerstoo¿ aaà aerer to vlslt e

patleAt wlthOut iloJ.¡g sometbl,trg J¡'eEû leEt tbe patleat eboulð tbi¡k he

aoulcl ilo nothisg withoet bls booFÊ aaÕ to sustal¡ a reputatlo¡ for

lafall'lbilttY at all esstsr'{

Cbauser 6o n0anterburY 'IaleeÉ

Iblð
ÍrallJ. E. Do il9ostal Englaaõil

rbtit

3rologueo1o414

Prologuooll. 4ö9t,444

Volo 11, ChaP. V. Po sS

Yolr 11, ChaPe l. 3o 8?'86o



¡'.1isiÈFl{,'- 5.a$ilil..Lì\..qÊ$RË.\X

.Èl',\'lr

ì:j'

{4e )

sucg men, lf they ðiù ¡ot d.lreotly e¡roourage popular superstltio¿

rere- .oot 8.t all ltkely to opposê lt. Ere¡r Bacs¡' quotoð csastantlne

in approvåI of the use of chaxnern aot beoause they cen briJ¡g abcEt

a4y obargiÊr hut beoause they bring the patlett lato a" better frame of

,/'
niaüo6 )

soropopu].eranoagtbepeopletha¡tbephyÊl'alanewerethe

quaokÊ or alrtrg sellerEo lbese mEû. were the most ebeerful of all ihc

wa¡¡ùerers that travelleð up Ani[ clow!' tbe blgbroêðs' a¿ù appe*reô to

tba populaoe tO be tbe nost be¡ref,1olalo tshey weat aþout tbe worl'q

Eel1tag health aaet tbel', rflare oontalaedl sure onrs for a1]- air.neate¡

they establlsheit thenÊe1v6s ln greenô Or n¿rkot plaoeø auü began to

hÊ,re¡¡gue tbe people aael ex¡latlate oa the uerlts of thelr reneôlesr

,B1g worüe, na:rrellous taLes, praise of, ihelr noþIe aad dåstant

origiao eaumetr¿tioa of the extraorùinar¡r oureôtbey hað marlen oete'qtr'

atlons ùlspIay of a¡ u¡¡bouncleô ôevotlon to tbe publie good'' anö of

eat1re peeuaiaey d.trslnteresteåres6¡ atl tbiE 1s fouarl' aaû always w111

befountllntbetaleofthesefaslnEatlngttlaers.nt$'.,Insplteof
thel.r solleltqdle for tbe welfare sf tbe publfe' tbese me¿ bacl a Boor

reputatlono popuir" uorge a¡ô, setlree of tbe tfmes snow them to bave

þecJ¡Ongoocttemsrlntbetaver¡¡$'wlthtbeweretofsoolety'Boyal
orùllranees were lssued. agalnst them fôr lltEga1 practlse of, neôlaine

anð they got lnto troubl'e {f thc¡r trleõ tbelr eqreË publlelJr 1¿ thc

towce, but 1a thê country, tbey llke na!'I' otber wayfarers' fouað

,oea,,E almost aLways to escape from the rlgosr of the laçer

1¡|taLLIE.D¿l'SoclalEqgla[ðttTo1.llr0hap.TòP.?8r

-1 .russaranú J. iro frsqsl{sb wavfarlns r'ifer' ÍLvth t"äiä;: f"i:'i}r.
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Laaglanð says vefy llttlc about neil.ioal rae¡lr but tbat U.ttle 1s nst

àroo¡ ira *arrz bgð tO thg vfgeto their adVaatage. Ee represe¡rte tbem as being aôtlicl

of extravags-Eos, a vioe so ge¡¡eral at this tl¡ooo Ebey are riably

olÊ,Õ ín hootls aað, a].oaks trinned. wltþ fur anù bavlag golù butto'aec

fbts foarlaese for luxury cloeo aot go halril in baatl witb charity, so

tbe phgslclans, llke the lawyersr must have. been amosg those wbo

refnseô thelr aitl to the aeeüy rnless they wore weII BalÕ for ltr

When the tbrong Journeyl¡¡g ts lÍestnlaeter ssattereå 1n terrorn

leeebes w61,e a¡notrg tboee who Þçsougbt trlar to Ôwe}! wlth then a'¡rdl

assfst tbem la thelr professl"n.l It ls evld.ent that tho poot {tJ.¡t ¿Ût

belleve tbat Õootors of phyelc were of any great valEg to the reet of

panktuõ¡ bu't regarùetl tbg!û sathsr as lmpostors, wbo eltber d'1il not

ksow tbelr traüe, or 15ers very o*fi.""" 1¡ tbelr øônfurlstration gf,

lto 3lers tbe Slownan oonpl.ains to Ennger tbat b-e a$û bls mes sorlsp

tlmes suffersé suob palne tbat for a week et s tl¡oe they w8r6 unable

to work.
ú ïEt I, prey you w quotl Pieree"p*" charite, anû ye kunac

Eny leer or leobeera*,,r¡31 *lr*i.'å.'$"å::.ä, * ã55-61

Eunfier replJ.ea tbat thelr ll1s are öue to eatlug and' ðrlnklng too

mue& a¿cl too ofteg. Ee aðvfses then to eat oaly wbea tboy are buugt¡r

anü tô.leave tbe tahLe FAr appetlt have ete¡¡ biE rq1loíå Followlag

these rules wll} benefXt them mor€ than oalllng 1n the phyofcla'nn aail

the ¿*atter wlll have to worE honestly for his llviag, whlob clr-

cumstanso laagland. woultl regaril as a oha-dge for.the betterr

trSlers the PlownanF Eext

rbt'[" rext

påssr 11, Lb 2?5-4r

paes TI 1. 266o
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nA¿Õ gtf tbow d.fete theE tbus, I tlar legge m1¡'e ere
.:

fhat PhlsÍE sball hls furreú boiles for hle foile sel]'e.

.ânõ hls oloke of Calabre wltb aLle the kr¡gppes of goLf,at

Ánd. -De fayne, b1 ny feitb, bis phlsÍL to lete,

lnÄ Lern6 to laboure with lonðe for Lyflod.e 1s swetci

For mortberers are ¡oeny leabes,lord' hem a,neatlef

Bber cro nen ôye thorr o"ilrl"{ff"Ë.$Ë.u;ålå"irltri:tåil: 
2,î6r

lLl f e) .[ef enoes¡ åetroaomJr lþtroLogy, lleheuy, trleg1o.

oaegfthenoteb1efeature.sof,the].5tbanilearl'y14th

Seatury Ea. Ê the geowüÞ of fnterest i.Ir saturQl sele8oee. she

airculatioa of treatlses .o.o popular eelenoe in ¡be vulgar toogue

haù f,o¡nerly been I'lnited tO e few moseeterfes,'enel harôIy ever

reacbErl the ontelûe worlclr But ln tbe 15th ceatury ner$ sourees of,

hnowleüge baô beea fornect, and. there were now better mea¡¡g Of

øcqufring thls knowled,gs eaô ef ¡oakiag lt Eûore wid.eLy know¡l. IE

S¡¡a14, Soolly, ErlBoll anô Syrfa, Shrlgtlaa anô MosLen Llved jn

friencleÞlp and. botb tolerated. the ¡Iewo ÍlhE East haù fnberlteô aaÔ

aûðeù to the sslentfflo knowreðge of, €irpece' [he works of theso

early Eslentj.sts ¡rere tra¿slateð by the tews lnto European languages'

IIp to tlíIs tlne all learnlgr6l bad. passeÕ througb the noaåsterles 8,åü

was Fileø¡rly tingett by the ebaÐßels lt passeð through. llbe new

mattefn eomlng fron MoEIen souroes througb ifewlsh lnter¡rrcterst ¡ras

ûtstfnötf.vely seeularn a¡û the Uaiversftlee, iust rlslag fnto
a'-

promlnence, gars aa opportunity for lts stuÔy*2

8ra11tr., EoD. rsoolal Engl'anðn Yol.II ghâp. T' P'?5I
!t".*,.,
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Ehe unlverslú1es were lntelaatlö¿at fa oharacter ancl

aeeeptecl eaeb others oegrees; thus* learaiag I¡€,ssed. wltbout
hiad,ra¿ee fron o¿e to a¿otbere But though tbe universlties
rcere eecular tnstftEtloas mcst,of, tbelr teaêberg a¡lõ stuê,eatE

were stuùylng with tbe oae ebJect of beoomlag bettor preachers.

flbe preaabing Frlars, Domf¿ican of F¡a¡reisaaa F were stl11 l¡¡
thefr early eutburst of, e¿thusias!û ripeaetl uv à geaerations

¿'
er¡rerleacenl and. ocaf¡g aelÉhcr aoryoraro nor prlvate proBertyr

tbey paseeð about from oae plaae to another gatberlag kaow1eûge

and. usíng lt as teaebers f,a tbs llafversity or as prsa.ahers in
the narket plaoe. Ehus 1¿ all tbe rfrtages throug:bout tbe

Iantlr these nen s&llløô ln soleneen were uslng 1t Ía l.llustratlo¡
of tbelr terts ancl d.ostriaes¡ a¿ct thereby aotlons of Eeleaee

trere beconiag fenlllar to tbe u&ss of the peopLe.

/tstronon¡r.

Ebe safesoe of tbls perlorl was howovor J.argely rnlag:Ied.

wlth superstl.tloa. Praotlsal astronony bad. reaclied. a state of
great perfeotlo¿ anô tables of over a thousaad. flxed. Etars aað

planets hacl. bEe¿ cLrawn up two or tbree ooaturþs oefore3 Ono of
the tables feII lnto the hand.s of Boger Saco¿ aþout tbe year

]i26l.L ¿t this perlorl too, the Jeus at [oled,o rtrew up the
r oelebratetl .ålpboaslne EablesE fron Åreb soüroscrrg nogtf"h mê!,

of sele¿ce Trere anong the fl.rsi to reeelve anô spreadt the

knowled.ge of Astronony 1a Ïiurope.

I $::rtl1 E.D. trsoelal fogfanaû Vol'.l]. chaB, I. lage 25.

Iblè Tol.Ll. Cb.apo To. Page 76c
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.&'strology.

rrËut the theoretical astroaomy of the ôay wae fuacla-
nentally wro¡xg, and. had. to be proveð so by aenturles of ûolL,
Öragged neanwhlle at the heeLe of €ver$ eharlatan of later ¿ays'j!
It beeame a mass of superstitloa AncL a popular mea.ns of practlsfag
oharlatatrrJr. [he posltlo¿s of the stsrs Tüere supposecl to affeet
earthly affElrs. 0hild.re!,rs futuree were predlcted. at their
birth. .&n lmportaat offÍoe of astrologJr ïsas to pronounce oa the
pro.Pêr time for d.olng aaythlng, wh.ether it were a matter of getting
marríed,, goiag on a jounney, or maklag re&re Merticiaes were to
be takenr o? r¡poBle to be bletl, onJ.y wåen the nooa wae fa certaia
posltlons. lhe aetrologer requlrecl a conslùerable anount of,:,

real astroaonfeal sk1lt, so ia aousse of tlne a mass of real
observatlons, taken to check the tables used., wouLû be ¿oeumrlatecl.

ùiaglc.

Ia tbe niilill-e egeE a bel.lef 1n raagio gtelfr and. spreaclo

It was a períocl whea pllgrins a¿cl. other wancLererg brought baek

tales of uìarvellous thôngs ln far off 1and.9, a,lrcl aay woaclerful

thfng was lookect on as qulte posslbre. storles of strange

happenüags were joiaed., oonfusecl anct aôcled. to untll. mea bega¡ to
whlsper of a compaet between the Er1l Oae ancl the necro1¡anserr

and- blaek maglc was full,y eetablished. 1n the popular inagfaatíoac
s1d.e by sid.e wlth thls was ütrlte Magfe rargely eonposecl of a

kaowleüge of what may be caLled the s¡mpathetlo piropertles of
tbiags.

tt$ocial EngLand.n Vol. 1]. Chap V p. ?6
rl war].l N.D.
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fhus ch¡rrsolite,, being elear ancl pule, t¡rpfflecl wlsclon; aecorôlngly

tb.e'wesring of ehyysollte was belleverl to br1¿g wíse[.ou. Ma¡y

oharms may be ex1g1alneð by self,*hJænotfsu, or by the actio¡ of
clrugs and fumeE. During the 14th. Century an' lnpcrtant ahq¿ge

took plaoe coasequeat o¿ the attitutle of the ahureh. B¡f ttrall
nagic beea,me conslôerecl as the resnlt of a d.labollcal conpaat

expressed. or unôerstooô. Í.L L624 a uroman Tvas burneô ¿lfve for
practlslng naglc at ß!ßanng.'L

Ålahem¡r.

åleheo¡r was the epeoulatlve aað praotleal eele¿ae of the

.{Lay. It was of Eastera orlginn anð at thfs perloù was brought to

Europe aloag w1tþ ngðfe:frter the firet aamee co¡nected, with alcÞeng

1a Eng'laad. are those of wrfters on neðiclne, a¿d tbe rise of

alobeuy was clue to a nistaketr enalogy fron me(tioine. .&ll netale

werè eonslÕered to be of the sase natter,, sulphur aacl mereurlr, e.a¡¡d.

the üiffere¡,ses. b.etwê€rr Bogo leatl anð sllvern were put ðoua to a
oorrupt or Åfeeasocl anlphur aað nercut¡t'r .ålo,henlste eougãt : .

a panaaea whlch would. expel the corruptloa from the sulphnr anð

neroury of fmperfeot netalE¡ leavfqg them pure slLer asð golðe

Seople soo.t¡ reooginlzed. t'hat the eloheniets. ooulù aot uake

aatural golð aacl proelanatloas were fsEued. agalnst bad. Eoaego

ttla a very fcw ¡nears the praatfce of aloheny beoame so wlclesBreaü,

thai 1t beoane a Bubllc ðaager anttttbe eraft of naltlpylng goltt

anû sllverü was öeolarE(L a felon¡r by statute In L405lL

Eraftt E.D.

Iblû.
Yol. 11. Chap

To1. 11 ChaB
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One pftssag:e seems to tnðfogte a belief ia ast¡relog¡i' oa

the part of, tbe poetn for he eays, !

F0leregfe oometh bote of sfht anrl kyuùe wftt of sterres

ås to be bore other by,gete fn suehe oonsteLlaofoal

Ehat wft wexetb tber-of asð othere wyrcLes botherü
(FP. the P.n. 0rpåssoI$¡ 1l.S0e3!

3qt D€.Be Stucty, ia her aclvfoe to tbe d,reaner, cle,sses

.gstroÊggr with otber eoieneesr 8Ê. eaprofftable anÖ ôeeeitfulr

She tElle hfm that these süfeaoes are all. baseÕ upos goïeery¡

thoEe who praetlse then ü.eal fn gufleful epeeeh anÖ trickery:

thefr naÍæ use 1s to cleeefve the people, and atl who wou].ü d.o goeð

must beware of ôeal1ng wi;b tbem. thoee ?she sayet who woul.tt ftntl
Do-wel must lear.¡¡ to love¡ they nest pray fes tbelr eaemfes anô

retura gooö for evlL. lPo love thus fs þetter for tbe soul tban

Ëo kaow an¡r salenoe that exists
4.&e astrononye 1s an herðe thynge anù yvel for to knowe

Oeometrle anü geonesJi'ê ls glnful. of speehe¡

Who*so thenkei¡h werche with i;ho two thryueth fuI late

For soreerye fs the sorery'¡re boke tbat to tbe scieace lftngeth

Tet sr there fyåleehes f¡, foreeres of ,fet $ennes nakynge

@rerinenta of alkena,mye the people to é'eeeyae,

If thou thåake to d,oweL d.ele tb.er-with .ueuere

.å11e thfse scleaces, I my*self sotfleö aaü orûeyneil

And. fou¿cleü hem fornest folke to Õ.eeeyueoF
(*P. the P.r. Brpåss l,r 11.Ë0?-815Ì
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Clep. I1l. (h') Wayfarero, lfilnstrels, tfiessengers, Seggars, RobÞers.

I¿ the nltldle ages there Eere several olasEes of men

nho speat thelr Lfves wanùerf¡g up ancl t[ow¿ tbe þlghrsaôeo Seme

o-f tben haô resting plaoce, qany &aô nlt, bEt Just wanôereð og

wlthEut any flxeö ltfnerary, anò rested. where tbey soulÕ -Broeurt
sbelter. eeaepfeaouÊ anong tbese wayf,arers woro tbe mlnstreLeo

lhey Eere very, popular atrd. Eere weleome everyrberen for wltb thea

trarclleð the only exletlag muEl,o anõ popular poetr¡r, a¡rd. tbti¡
Ëoags brougbt Joy aaû f,o,rgetf,clsesr to naay a tropbLeil bee¡ûr

Shey rere fouatl at all' f,easi,s a¡it f,estlv1tles, wbere thelr dtaty

was te eallve¿ the tbrpagr &reeBt f,or the yearly feasts eacl

tbefr nlracle pleyen tbere waË ao ktsô of tbeatref atrÔ tbcre

were f,en better anusone¡rts for thg IorðE than lletenlng to the

¡ql¿etrcle uho Ea¡g of bygoae warrLore aaô hcroes of rouaace,

aû&Lng aer cleesrfptÍoas a¡ô sùvontnrea üo tbe oLð soageo the

tlug ¡a¿ sone of tbe rlaher nsþles kept regular eonpaalea of

minstrelE ta their Pay. lfihe serylees of otbars nrere well

rewarÕetl, ilEaaõerÍng elngørs eelilon ceËo üt a eaEtle wbere th¡g ¿

ôfd. ¿ot get gff,to, of eloatso, furredl robes, good, ueal.s aae uoneyti

ßþis geaorouÊ treatmeat renüsreü their lot an entl.able oae aail

Ieô to a!, overerewôfng of tbo Brofees.Ío¿. .ðþcEee followetl. üe¡[

bqogeo ,EÛ¿strels bcaausc tboy were too lazy to work¡ tbea the¡t:
:

aeEoefateð thesselves Eore and trore wlth the Lfoqntlous þasös of

tumblers, Jugglers a¡û loose sharaeters ín tbe taveraÊ aail fell
lnto publlo eoatenpt. lEhs jugglery aaû beffootrory werc e¡seeð-

f¡gly eoarss but they ræaiaecl poBular. Other lmporten! eauseÊ

J *ueeer,er¡ð ircr. ËEnert tsb sayrarlas trlf e *Ili.tïîtåiËlo|trt 
11.

.$*\
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of tbe efea¡rpearaáeE of u:i¿strelsy were the lnveatloa of printlng*
whleb maèe bootss Bore ooruorr a.ail extoaalect tüc sBread.lag of reaðfag

aüo¡¡g the peopler Iaaglalxit olasseE nlaetrels e,Eoag tbe lese
usefull aacl tespeetable members of eoelety. It ts ï¡ue that bc

tw'foe suggeets tbat tb,e mo¿ey they reoeJ.veö is a preDper rewarõ

for-thelr gelrl.eer I¡ Heeatls tlefa¿ce of bereelf,, Ébe shors bow

esseatial she ls i¡o tho realu aaö a,noag those wå,g reeelve pag for
tbelr work sbe e.q,unsratEE tbe CIlaetrelso Ia ühfE peseage lfieeê fe
representedl as Lewful' lcward." anÖ aot as brlberyr A,lso ia the

f,letû fufl of folkû anoag the niagleÕ's¡owð pnrõtrtsg 1tE ôfirerse

oceupatlsasr tbere are 6oüe wbE ereats ¡nfrth q,e ef*strels ÞavE

the art of d.olag, anü Ëgetea gold. wi¡i¡, hfre gl'ee, eynneleee r reuorr

oa the stber baff. fa Geaeele¡eers ln.u.atBent sf, Meeil, o" ßJJJ'I''¿^)'
'lo t"f*ry 'Íulastrels as anonget those.ãibe, as brlbery, 1s connoaf anri 1¿ tÈ,e

tbroag fa tbe flel'û epposeä. to the true ¡alastrels are thase

ileeeltful dnes who naJre fosls of thqseLves bedianse they are too

lazy to rork, thongh they arâ ggfte eaBable of eernlag thefr
lfvellhooû at honest to1l.

ÉAe íapers a¿ù 1an6:e1ers IUC+s eå¡tlilerea

Feyen hem faataefeÊ a¿ü folee hen naketb

.êail ha¡'t hers wltte et wf,llc to wiorebe ytf thel sb,oLloçr
frP. the P¡a Br Pro. ltr. 66-TI

"$\ì
l:

Ehe mueb sought after lfarn
paré,caersn frfare, leoebes

bg niaetrels aacl meeseagsrs

eleven üaga.O

{Plers tbe Plomêaç Sext

IbtA tcxt

when teuporarlly off, ôuty frou the

anô sple€-seLI.ers, æ-E oåoe eaptureê

aaô heltl by then for batf a year anð

Passrlllr I¡1a15å+

PaEE.llr 11. å2?.8.
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.ÊstlvÊpvfËa. üells ooneoloreo tbat he f,ollows the Brofessloa of
nlaetreJ.syo But be gets f,ow rebes a¿ð fsrred. gewasn aacl so oanqsË

be a true nl¡,Etrel, aacl this 1s nst oa"ly bEoanse hc Eaows llttla
ebout musl,s, but because he iloeE aot lnüulge fn tbe eqarEe trletss

antl Jests of etber perfornsrsio

nfioltls feh lye a¡d üe uen laugË thennc laeeüca LeÞ FþolilÇ

lteatale otbç¡ rnoaeye a*ggg l,grügs nfaatrstosrr
lñPr the 3ile 0rpÊes tFI,. 11.e0ã-4Ì

Slt/f& beûoanlng the.neny vlees sf tbe agar couplaias of the

w*y fa ¡rbfoh tha nfnstrels h¿ve itcgraèoô rhat shopil& be a r¡oble

professlo¡¡r

!'FoIôe tren€r tbe feltbful f,ailer hls ffthel were vateupred.,

se ble srreuaa " s'd'lqffi: ärii":"um3frl.rr.ror.u)
Dame $tuil¡r' also cooBlafae tbat tbe art of ulnstrelsy has

bcssne a¿ figd.ulgfåg 1¿ f,oLltosr i dtceðttfurl I1vtrng, ilrfnklagn

talkla6: .Eo!¿aenEÊ, speaH.ng fouL wortls, ancL sla¿rlerlng those

uho glvê rlo glfte.

:*"1 
eouûE r.s,more qyustraleye &6 nmsytse ua¡ to glafle,

Sba¡ lu¡ðe the uylaere øf nulta feoLt ¡LanelF
f tP. the Po r Bopass

DlsapBroval fe exXrressoil eeveial tlnce of tbe oaston

LI.49*4t¡

glvfag

monoy aad elotbes to tbe nlnetrcls¡ f,¿Eteaû of, to tbe poor a,aô

äelplessr Iq the C textn f,ollowlng the aonfcsslon of Sloth, le

å ¡ressage oô the Brevalllng attltuðe towarcle rellgfoa. Peøple

no loager sare to hear about Chrfst, but waaterl oaly foole aaat

f,Iatte¡ere te ma,ke ther laugh.
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Sbe pøtriar¡be anð propbøts, aaû these who proaobCdl GeilrÊ word,,

ea,¿ savs tue¡¡s eoulË fron ball,

"Byght eo flaterere anÖ folee EroE the feaôos P¡loetrDtoreg,

tsatyaea nea thargb þere tal,ls tø eynea aarit to harlotrf,sær
fo8.the-P. CopêsÊ YILL" Llt90-1$

Sbcrefore oharf.tg gÍve¿ to theÊc Jcetere le wrougly bestocett, aa4

ricb Eea aro aðvfseë to e¿tert¿ía fil tbelr pléecr thc poorr tbc

btfre anð the beõ rÍ(Lùeso ,
çC].crÊne anil tsa¡rgbtes neleonetb &ynges nyreetrales

A.að for loue sf, Þere lofites llthen hcn at fceteoS

Euchc Eore, .ne the¡tsotb rfobc !¡o.E auËtc

Eeae Ëeggere byfore hæ rçtlehc betb goilee Saetralce,

ås be sefth byrooelf ee¡rat IoåeE Þerotb wftaeseøt

qui uog Elrgrali¡r ue cof.an eBetnft.r' (o8.tbe P.t. Orp*Ës T111. l1i9?-1$11

lfeeeeug€rsr

gf the æay òouetast travellcrs {n tbe X4tb Ceaüury tbe

BeÉseqgers rore the srrif,testo .6s traveLllng çae tbel'r eolc

oeeupatÍoa they Eêr€, aaturql,ly gooû horeene¡,r 'Ebelr Eôre elcvcr

at gottlng out of troubl,e oa the hlgbroatt& or et tþe in¡s aEô

1f they s6re the meeeengere of soms pow'erf,ul aoble, or of tbe

&ing, Þ.eavy f1¿es Eere tbe ¡runlsbnEat of aay oae wbti trieit to

etop tb.em. Ttfessangêrs Bsre tbe only eEuivale¿t for n¿ll a¿ê

pa.rcels post. nn"y were to be founö Ín the eervloe of abbots,
f

St bfsbops¡ nobles, ebe¡ff,fen anÕ of the klngto'
i,:

1, üeeeeraail¡ rfrll nrg4g1leb ilayf,ariag llfe Ilvth {gntu1yË !a$Jl.-- '' GhaP'lr ' ?'zÊâ'
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[hey wörs too oxpenfrlvq a luxury ts be Possocseü by everybotlyt

aaû l¡oor peopJ.en wlshlng to eea¡L lettere, batt'to wElt uatll
sorne frienõ went oa, a Jouraey fa the &eEireü ðlneotio¿. the

&1ag Eept twslve nosue¿gers {n bfe eervÍea e¿d. pald. tbem a

:regular s&Iargr Ehey travelled. witb bln Wbere?eT Þ'o we¿t ancl

þiL to be ta oEnstaat reaÕfnese to teke a 4esÊagc aayrrbere, at

ea¡r moæeatr *I¿ tlme of war they bad. tO eenceal thefr real'

gual,lty aaA wåre ln eooslant ôanger of belag stoppeû aaû havlagl

tbelr bag eearcbe(L enÔ thelr letters opeaecle Pøhp1e fel't very

etrongf,y aþout ferel.gnere tlvfng 1a $nglaaür Eany of then balng:

fri,are wbE uJ.ght êtealose tbe Eeêrets of the realm tn thelr
.<'

prlvatc Gorrespo¡öcnoeF.2

It le ovlüeat that rner¡seagers were not oaly saf,e freu

aoles'tatloa but evo¡1 PosãEsseô prlvllegos aot graated' to otber

traveLlerer Serfpture, fn a ðfeeourse oa the respectfve

ðlffisultg ubtch tbe rlcb anù the poor wouJ.û ex¡rerf.øaeE la

p*gslag througb Pargatoryr somltsres the former alass to s

nerchant agd tbe latter to messeng:ers. If a mersbant aaü á

resseager meet tOgetherr a.nd. Are gof¡rg o[ the sa'me Jouraeyt the

former must aeedE be loager on the roacl'o FOr the merohast 1e

hlaitered, by hfs paok a¡d hls d,ebts, 1f he trles to taJre r- Êbqrt

sut through flelite aaÔ f.s caught by the ha¡rwarû" he must

forfeit bls hst, booú or grloves, or perhapg a sþ of moaeyo

![any times he 1s roquireü, to eto¡r anû pay tolt oa ble merchan*

tLlse; he ls afraid' to travel after ûcrk oÂ aoçou¡¡t of robbersr

ü.nseerasû, J.J. EEngllsh Wayfarlag trlfe il.Tbh Centuryu Part llo
GãaPolI. P.Êâ9.
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Oa tbe other haôil the mess-eager tsll.s his

l,Etter aaû ls allewed. to pasË¡ be uay nøke

outs tbrough fielüsrfor,-
çl[haEh tbg ueeeagier nake bns wey an¡rdëe tbe wheten

Eole no EJre na¡r wrsth be pe bns rretl tetsoi

ls nor baf¡nart[e yhote bue wetL for to take;

SEeessftas noa babet legemtrr
(EP.tge tlt.

ls exenpt from paying toll, anö has

travels u¡ltbsut goocls.

Ëîber the marohEuat leüeth a nEle wlth ms¡xy kynne tbyageS'

Ánd. i[reðEth to be Êeit there-fore anô he 1n Öerke ¡¡ete

Ulth ¡¡obboure antl reuors tbat rlehe nen ôlspofLen;

[her the neseager ts ey Bul1re hus noutbe ful of, songee,

.ånû .leyueth for hus letteree that ao wlght wol h¡nn greue.T
(43. the P.Fo copesã fi'Tr lLr 56ó601

Robbersr

Sumerous were tbe outlaÌra a¡rcl ba¡d,1ts' to wbleb the

forests of tbe ulððle agÊs gave shelterc fbough Boüoru eJvll*

lzatlon was beglnnlng, the roaös were trot yet safe to trave]lers.

But tbe outlgws wer€ aot the o.n}y ones wh{ practlseð bfgbway

rr+ant'lç s, ]ôpd on hn{s?rt^ g LgVOtgcl,rqbþÊryr FrequentX.y a lorõ or knlghtr gurrou¿cleð by (

menr woulÔ holü up ueroha¡tts servants, travelllng wlth thelr

masterrs gootls; of,ten the balllffrwbo pursued. theu wltb hls mea,

woulrl flnù binse].f oppoeeü stoutlg ancl would. be forceð to tehe

fJ.lghtr [be preamb].e ts a s'tatute la 1ã?8 couplalas of tbe

ntrscLeetlE oJ these merr wlrs rlûe about üeetroylng and. tal<lagl

pq,ssesglon, or lle fn walt alrù beat or slay people anð aet ås

erratrð, ghowg, hls

shortfree use of

0rBSSsr IlF. ILr 49'51

no fear of ro'obers, f,or

i::l \
r
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thougb lt were wàr.) the serva!,ts fought Baa{ sucb f,lgbts for

their lord' anù reoelveü hls proteatlon ln returaç' Besfûee

thee,e, tbere were the outla¡cg ln tbe fOrestE. FIn the popular

mlad., tbe ld.ea of the granô rustling forest and the lÔea of

tbe f,ree l1fe whieh tbe presaribeû lecl. tberer wore nlngLed la one

anô the sa¡u,e eeatimeat of sympathy. llhle ls wbyn eloagslÕe of

the .Artburías qplcr wê fiad. tbat of tbe trees aail bushes, thaü

of, tbe brave men who, ùwe. .llag 1a the u¡¡clerwoocln rtsere lnaglnedt

to bave struggled, for publl,a J.lberty, those of Eerewarå, of

EuIk Bftz-flarfa, of Bsbla Eooü. let a" mâ$ be Bursuecl, he wae

lnmeùlately on bls way to tbe forest¡ 1t was easier to get tbere,

he remalaeü aearer to bis rel.atLone, anô he was qulte as safe Ag

if he hacl orosserl ever to the oontineato.l Onoe the se¿terree of

Outlawr¡i, wa,s passed. a tnan was praetloal-iy torced. to become g

brlgautr to gala a Llvellhoocl, a¿ü as the sea&elroe of ùeatbn aatl,

oonsequently of outLawry 1f the erlnlnal eøcaped.n Efr,s the

puaishment gltren for many crlmes, tbe ¿umber of outlawg became

very Larger Beslùe fugltives from Justiceo many of thetre

forest ôlrellers were peasants who haè fleð from their overlorðs3

some perhaps to escepe hard. treatmentn Bany through tbe cleslre

to Ëee more Of the worlcl' aad. tO beeome free mer1r aAc[ pany

si¡nBl-y wlshed. ts avoid, work. Âùüed. to these two ale,sses were the

rougb oharaoters, eonmon to all ages to wbom a Life of brlganùage

ancL erlme appealecl. .As a testimony of, the popularlty of the tales

! Jusserand., J.rlo F$¡€l1sh We,yfaring life

L

l1Tth tenturYH tart I.
thap.Ill. P.149.

Part 11. ChaP.llI. 8.26â.Ibfù
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co¿fessee that he úoes not knowof outlaws. $loth, a parsotr, confessee that he üoes not f<nour

his tpater-noster! well¡ but

rrleb can rJ¡!ûeÊ of Roblu Hood., anö of Banôqff, erl of Chestre

'éi)tg'
!r+

.&o of our Lcrit ne of oure lacly, tbe ilpsÈ tbat ever wç.s

uakecl. r (nP.the P¡Í top&$s 'tl'tll. 1l-. lI-'LBl

Eo1lowlng the confession of $Ioth 1s the repentance of Robert

the Bobber (ln ¿ A g terts). Ee wept sorrowfully because of hls

mlsd.eeës, aact beeause be {¿¿ no mea$.s of restoriag the nany tblags

be had õlsborestly gaiaeil, anù coulû not hope to eara by labor

all he owecl.! Iri the throng fn the fielù, the d.reEmer on tbe

Malvera Ël11s så.Ìr e.moågEt others, ùeceltful beggars F¡bo bad' all
the hread. tbey ooulcL e&t or oran fnto thelr bags, and. yet went

about flghtiag for foof,, aaù speaö1ng thelr d.ays ln eurf.eiting

anô rloting. $lotb and. $f,telèry socotu¡ra¿y tbese k$a,vest

üIn glotonyer gocl lt wote gon hy to b'eclðe

And. ryse¡. wlth rlbaud,ye the Roberües kaaves

Slepe u^tnU ua"" sleuthe sewetÞ hen eure$.--(.P.thä-i1". Br Pror 11. 46*õl

trBoÞarteg me¡t or Boboxtsmetr, rEere a set of lar¡¡].ess iagabqattE

aotorious for tbelr outrages whea Sfers Plownan was wrftteao

the statute of Eetlraro 111. (an rê$rÍot.IfT¡ Epeclfles tllrers

nanslaughters, feloales* anè robberies ùone by people sallEô

Roþe¡rclespe¡1, westourE a¡0 d,raw'1acehesF.l langlanü representÊ

thewastour¡'ÊsspenÕlngi¿extravaganeeanùsurfeltlngthat
whloh otherE p]ant a¡ù sow anil laboû'harÖ to eaflroJ

Je1erc the Plor¡cmg,aft Sex! Br Sass T. 1I. 4?0-6.

!Sn"tt, ïf.t. Flfflltan laaglanôs Piers the Plowgaas,,Vol'II' P'7'

lpters the prowroann [ext B. gto. 11. ão-8 
61on'^/ø^ l'ttzz'trl6 '



One of tbe SassageÊ

gbowg. how mercba,ats

robberY or Ôeath at

aLreaÖY guoted' fn coaaectlon

coulö no-b travel after clark

tbe bancl of these barôltg't
for fear

.,å
,:ë
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Beggcre.

laaglanê sbows'great s¡mpatby for the true poort for

tbebllnclaaÕtbemalmeel'antlthosehhoareE.a'abletoearnthelr
llvslfhood' otherwlse ¡han oy Þe8gfng; þut he has oaLy eoateuPt

aaÔbarshcritielsmsfortbosewho&sFuBeail¡nentsorrel.lgious
ôlsguise beca,uge they are too lacy to worlc' Êfome of tbe ¡nore

vlglous of these have aLrpaôv beø¿ c]'asseiL auo¡¡î the rsbüers¡!

ånoagtheplJ.grlBg.w-alti¡gf,orPlerstogufûethentotbeEbrlae
of, StolBrutbn were Êone who wanteð to slt arounð lÔl¡t''

nanð bu1p6n erie hfs helf'gere witb bês trollllol'1f'r'9

frbeaPferesaiûtheyEoulôgetnof,ooôlfthey0iðnotgetto
worktheypretencl'eôtgbebllnöorarlppJ.e&.Eheywerewllllag
to pray for Flers anÔ hls pJ'ongÞ too 

'Uut 
conplalneÕ that they

wQ.remuchtooll].toW.9f&'sheploughnanreplleû,thattbose
who were really helplase shoul'ü be glven the best footl be baùt

buttbosewhoweresbanml.ngwoulô',soonbeèlsoovsrealAaÕtreateil

aeeorillngly;theywereepeudtbrlftsaaüfÖlerswhorasted.what
hoaest De¿ tolleù hard' to ea'rn' a8ô shol¡Id' therefore be glven qaIY

thepoorestfooöooaeofthewastersthengrewangrya¿ÕwoulÖ
bave fought plersn þut tbe ratter appeareil to tbe knight'

rto keBe bpr &s eouênante was from curseô Ebrewesqa

Plers the

IblÔ

rblö

Slowmanrr Sext

Sext

Eext

PasscXlV. 11o56*8'

Sroo 1I. 40ò5+

Pass.VL. 1cIl8 '



FÅad, fro this wastoures wolueskyanes that naketh tbe worlel'e

¿ere¡

For tho w,aste aoÖ wynaen noughte a¿d. that tlke wblLe

Worth &euers plente aBoIIge tbe people'ther-whfLe my plow

llggetbo fçP.tbe Pr. Bop&ss Tlc 11. 16å-5)

But the knlgbtts efforts *""" ulÈavaillng aacl Î;he lüLerE aontL¿uecl

ts reþel uatll ¡tlers ealleù upotr Euagero Ehe severe treatment of

Euager sooa brought the cleeeLvers'to reaaoa; they bastegeð to

work, ancl,

FBlynôe and. beitrealðea were þote¿eð a

$har sereE ro beg sylnerrffiioi"il"

Xn reply to Plere questloa as to how be wEs

Eugger an'swereel,

üEere nowr guod, Euuger üancl hslÔs lt f,or a wfsùome;

Bo1ðe.,beggeres anô Þfgge tbat Elotce her brecl bieqynke

Wttb bounùss breal a¿û hOre'breil bolüe v¡r ber be¡tls

åþate. heæ ¡rlth beneF, f or bollyag of her worbe i

4nd, gff the gonêE gsueebe b1ðüe hesr go swyuket

åaù bE shal soupo Ewettere whaA be lt hatb üoseurfcl'Ê-ltP.tn" F.$. BoP&Ês T1. 11.Ë15äe0)

3ut he shoulô love aaÖ belp thoEe wbo were realty ín aeeð anð

laJureð by fortuner I,a tbe parrlLon whieh Èûers reeeived f'rom

8î¡+lruth, beggars wøl¡e not l¿clt¡d,eù, ualese they beggod. through

aecesslty.1- gor tbose wûo beggcùwitbout belng obllgeö to,

ôefrauù the aeed.y aaù cleeelve the glver, a^n'cl are llving oontrery

to the law o$ Êoit aað tbe teaehiag of the Gburcbo Ehe rlcb Are

ad"uo¡lshecl never to glve to beggars wbose tåe:Éår ehurabee are brew*

heus€Sr eveg lf tbey falat frou hungern unless tbey are b!1aô or

efck¡ For nan¡r of tb@-, e#e reefi¡ lgaþooû healtb, Baa¡r llve
¡oP.,,l.e, .tbe 31g#H.Se¡, tÊxtB pals V11,. LL 67ç7?¡

thouEaaele

tbÕl beleët
BrPêaB TLr 11. 194'5Ì

to treat beggars,
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los )

IawLesE lfves¡ Ealry breek tbolr bones pnrposeLy that they ma¿ nst
be obllgecl to ¡ror&¡

n[here ls moo nyeohape pepte ano.Ege thlse beggeroe,

[þa¡ of alle mså,er men tbat on thls mo].ôe uetketh¡

4nô thef. that¡ lyne tbus b.ere lyf nowe lotne tbe t¡rne,

. rhat euer' he was na¿ wroTfl3: *rri"""åîå*lffiT.rîîliå* l
3ut tbere are ü¡s,ny people whoi are reauy aeeey. [heåe ere oar

aelghboErsr prleoaers la eells, aad. poor folk la eottageÊr Íhese

eattagere work hsrù a¿ð suffer oolô aaô buager Ëo get moaey to
ouppert tbeir obllðrE¡r aaù pay thelr LorÕ's reat. 8be¡r cto noË

beg aað nake tbeir wants &nowa" Þut to aid. tbem with glfts of
f,ood. anû aLotblag woulô be to perfor-m a¿ aot ûf true eharlty,

oFpgdayeE antl f,astfag ùays a fertbyag-wotüh of, uuaoles

Kere a feste for suab foLke other so fele eockeE

[hese wers a].meE, to helpe that han Euohe charges

And. to aoufo¡rtle suoh gotyers a¿d. orokeûe men and. btg4ùeo.(rP.the P.ffi. 0.pe,ss I. 11. g4-TI

[here are otbe¡i/,too,who sbould. be helpeû. |[heÍe are the lunatlss
wh.o wanÖer about fron pLaoe to p&,aoe, carelese of, heat or aoLcl¡

they r"#o" .6¡rostles., for though they ôo aot preaob, theg travel,
trWlthoute breû or bagge as the bok telleth
Sarfot and. bred.les beggeth tbel sf, no maä,F.

(rP.the F.rt. 6.pses X. 11. 1Êg-1)

MinstreLs are over¡mhere reeelved. by Lorcls aaô laù1eË anù are

glven preseats anù money.

"fiygbt so ye r1che,, rather ye sbolele, for sothe
.üeleoxolrn and. worshipen aad. wlth your gooðe heJ.pea
Gsiles myn-stralee anû hns tneÊsagers anô hus nurye borcLeours
fhe whicb are luaatik lollers, anil lepers aboute
For u¡rtl.er gocLes sefre seeL here gyÐres bee¿ ykeuered.n,

f "P.the B't? Crpess X.o 11.. 154'+8)
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Ghap. II1. ,tl Crfme and Pu¡lshue¡.t.

Füuûglng Þy our owa stanclarös tbere u{as very l1ttLe crfme,
.,

and. very few cases &re reportecL i¿ the Cfty recorðs.rt Mnriler,

b'urg:lary, hlghway robbery, anû gross tbeft were capltal erlmes

and. tb,e punfshmoat was hanglag. Ihtse gu1trty of forgerJi' ol
fraucl raere usualty put fn the pltlor¡i', but sometimes tvere 

)

fuoprlsoaeõ or set fn the stoo&s. Ehe pJ.llory we.s aLso the

punlshneat f,or the seebnÊ offence of perJur¡¡¡ for tbe ffrst
sr1¡ninal had. to staücl o.[ a hlgh stooln t eor&reoffence, tbe r

populor a¿cl confess hls sfn¡ Ehls punishnent, wfth the ad.ô{tfon

of e whetstone tleü arouaù the neck, rtas mete& to those gullty
of telllng lies or slanôerfng'r llbe ntheweË, a p1llorl 9$tr¡ec1a11y

for women, rras tbe punfshuent for ohflè-steallngn for thiakeaiag:

the bottom of a gaart with pitah, for seltlng putricl soles, for
Þelng e. pxoeuress, anÖ for false accusatlono ft was also inflle*+

ted. in L87õ on e wónen for belng a ooumon seolet, for anneylag

her aeigbhorsr by her nalfcious wor¿s, baakbftlngl anô sowf,ng

envy, d.lsoorcl* ro¿ 11lewfll a¡uong tnen] çEhe plllory was the

pualsbment for oheatfng wlth fal.se tables and. ülce, for s,la¿d.er-

lng' X¡" ms.Ver for selllng putrfû coager, for pretencllng to be a"

physieiaa, for soreery., praetlsfug the art of naglo anð gooth-

Eaylng; wbllst arlyone counterfeltlng the lleenseù beggfng poor

rras to be put 1n the stocks.çí

rl

r 'ì.

l, EraIL},ç E.D¡

! rtra
t2ta].o,

n$osla1 Englantlrt

fllt

rH

Tol.1I. Chap.Sl. P.E70r

ToL.11. Shap.Yl. F.å?0.

ToI.1l. CbaP. Vl.P.å?I.
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trÞ. Skeat ellfferentiates betwee¿ th,e varlous stools used.. |[be
tpy¿1ng-stoolr, aLso es.lred. rcuoklng stoolr, was the seat of

I.fgnonlnyl ËIn Seotlanel, a¿Õ a"le-¡rlfe w¡o exhtblteù dùd. ðri¡.ks
to the publfc was put epon the t0ock-sturcoí! FIt wae ¿ifferent
fron the t ðuekiag-s.tooLr, wbfoh was a punlshneat eepeelally for
seol:asgl Ee also quoto*crom varlous soureeÊ, severÊ,J. eæippr.eE

of pualshment of the pllJ.org meted,¡* to ba^kers for eelllng lfght
Þread' or f,or naklng buearl out of putrld. materlar; to a wonaa for
sel1lng mfxedl, butter; to others for sdlrlng bad. meat, gfvfng
ebort meêEure, or for other frauclux.eat practlses.

rt ls evÍðent, thoughn t,hat persoas gullty of these
varlous offe¿oee d.1d. ¡lot always pay tbe peaaltfes. Envy eonfesgeð
that he hatl been gulÏ.ty of baokbfting, ohfillng, aaet bearlag fa1se-

.a

witness j) &vartee aacl bls wlfe praetfsed. many fraucls, such as
glvÍ'ng ehert measure and. weigbt, ancl nlxing poor ele wfth the
Yet all Eeem Ëo have esaapect tbe pfrloryr for they naJce no

¡leatlon of lte trangla^rrct oonpLaine too, rhat the mayors bave

heea oorrupteð Þy brtbery e¿d. fall to puals.b. on the pillorles aü.a[

tpyalng-stoorsË, rhe þrewers, bakers, butohersn ancl. eooks from
Ehosê fraucls the poor people suffer 

"o 
,u"h.E

Wt¡En leeE oane to Ðestnlaster anð ],aið bts charge agalntt
Eroag, Elsðou and. w1r tord. Froag that he noulô eertalnly be

puafsheû unLese Eeeð aouIcL obtain h1s parclon¡

grnu?

'Y ïkeat.
6 Xbfrl
g. Plers
í.xbfù
î.rbfð

E.If. úIlllliau langlanðs plers the

the PlownaÄü ErpassoTr lI. g4*I50.
Eop&SËoV. lLr Ë..94*Z?.7 o
3.pâSselLl. Il.?6*90.

Uru^ø^ /'t¿zt'- trl 6 '

Plowma"nn, To1.1l. Pr E,'
1 Tol.1r. Dc4?.



fos¡

çfor botþe tbf ly'f 3nð thy lsnd,e lyth ia bis grgasn -L-

rt0ffenüårs oo¡rvleted, of great cr{mes were pat rla tbe &tags
g'racer, who eourd. åeag theu ancl eoafiseate tbelr property,
unless he rrere pleasecl to shew neroyr sometlmes be was Eatfsfleil
wftb exaotfng a heavy fineE.!

Ehe rigb.t of sa¡¡eiuary, arso, savecr. naey err.mraars from
luprfs:onne¿t or cleath. .ß, cbureh n,e.E a gasred, plaae anö tr¿oere¡r
crosseil tbe thresaol¿ was uacler the proteatloa of, oott, antt pras.eû
hinserf beyonfl.tþe reacb of mea ancl of the Law..tr ü[o d,rag nea
out of sanatuarS'was a eacrllege whlch brougät itorra s¡ss¡¡qunts*

¿/

*tlonç.9 Bhis rfght nras very valnabre fsr politloel- offeaüergr
but "i"", anû muoh Bore eo, f,or robbers aacl otber c,rf¡ûraa Lu. í

l Plers the plowmaaf? B.pass.!V. 1I .Tg.
llaz^¿^ t/¡t¿¿. CT 6 .

't tkeat¡ ff.w. nilflllan nanglaad.s Plers the plo¡rnaaf, volcll p.5õ.

þ Juosernndr ü',,'i FEagllsh EayÍa*iag rife' &LTtb centuryË chapolrl. p.
'u l'Þ.ilù

î. mn
158-6

, ChaBolll. ?ol5?

tha¡l¡111. P.L6g.
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Chap.llt. (lf l{leeclla¡,eous.

Attftutte towarele Welsbnea aaö forel,gnerÊo

Sbere are several charaoterleties sf Ëho tlue, ne¿tloned^

by lanöIaqcl, whicb onnnot co¿yenleatly -oe .ilsalt with uaeler aay

speoffleö heaü1ng. Sueh srer* tbe attltsÕe towerôs Selehmoan

to ilews antl l¡onbarcle: ihe oofnago, anö ¡he apolling of ehlltlieao

fI) Ehe ffelEbmen ,of tbe Bêrfod, frequently bareEeeÕ theJ,s Esglfsþ

nålghbore by nalciag rafüe &oress tþo borðer aad. earrylng off all
the portable propert¡r they eoulô lay ÞaaðÊ Ð4. Ebls plllage wae

the subJost of na"n¡r oou¡rl.alatE maelE to parlfa'seÂt Þy the peoplc

of the Eesters, CouÂtlee, tbougb ft lt proÞåblc tbat tho WeIEh uere

not the eggËessers fa every eeõÊr tranglanõrs attftcðe towarðs tåo

$elsh lE the aatural o¡¡e ff he uas¡ es wps uf*y" supposed. satfl.

reaeatly, a natf.ve oi the seetera oôuatlee. I¡ the tavera

êeesrlbeè l¡r $luttonts confesslou, soû¡g the boiEterous, rfst*uE

throag: fsr (iryffa the [eLEh "'! 4aö la the C.tert the repeatanoe

of .û¡arfae lE follaweiL hy that øl ¿ Welshba¡¡ who oonf,ssEe(t sorrêw

at bis former tllshonest life.
FlEbea nas ther g Eallsnqe¡ ças rgnÕarlich,s Ëor¡i"

Ee hfghte Ey-van fe1'ð-8g:eys:1f,-lsb so soebe hauet

ÂA tbat leb wfekeððl|ohe wan ayttbeq lob wlt baðü,e¡

ÅÂù tbas*- ny llfLoðo LEaEe 1etea leh ¡relle

Shat eeh maa sha]' haue bss er foh be¡uxeE wencler

8o¡ ne ge lenor 1¿ tbls 1,1f ae a loraX.-þegges

Ehe¡r fa l,ysse to lyue erË-Ieee lyf aad souleor--
f r!.the"3Rr CoB&gso .Tll. 1I.509-5151

rPlers the 8lowna¡. Brpass To Il.5å4.
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Or¡s of the thinge Eðuarð lüs reiga wae eeBeelalþ noted,

for wag the fuprovemeat of tbe eol:aage. Wlen sJtwardl I. returneal

from the EoIy tranô sae sf hle flrst refortrs wa.ü &ireetecl to the
I

c-oiaageo, eltpplag of eofas haÖ þeootse e wÍd.eepreacl praetloe

aaè numbers of people wsre put to d,eath for 1t ,! fJh, dtens were
t

suppoeed. to be the worst offenócrs .'! flaaugþ &iwarü L putr1Êb€ê

thoEe who ellppoel the oolre, be reðnoeÊL the sllver fn the pqrur¡r

by about oae per a.ntiL I¡¡ tbe L?th year of Er[warrr, 111s refgh

appeareð a nsw eel.nage anÕ sae whJ.an was f¿ gold:P these sere

f,lorlae, ¡¿ff*florlne aaÖ guarter f,lorins. Sbey lçere aot wpll

reoelveô aaü were reaalteùíÞ But at the enð of, tbe sane year tbe

&lng agaln f,ssueð a golö eotnage? Ehese were aobles, ualll-e

nob,lec aacl f,erlfag aobles, anû at onoe becane poputar] I¿ the

ctevlae, whloh Ees e ¡tew o.aso Eôwardl rpas rspresenteil es etanôlng

la a shlp with the ban¡er of Êt.êeorgE at the nastheaÖ, a swor€l

la hle rC.ght batrd aRû oa hls Ief,t a shfeld vuith the arae of

EAglanô a¿¿ Franael Ehe ôevlcê rnay å3ve beE¿ ner,ely ts eo¡prreF&fr,r

ete tbe vlotory at $lqyE over the Fre¿ch fleet4 flbea the kiag

persoaally captal¡reð the Englisb fleet¡ but the natioaal

seatLment was flattereð by the ao¡lon that lt was a el,aim tO tbe

clo¡¡1n1o¿ of tbe seasr9

Era1ll. E.Ð. tt$oelal Englanûtr 901.11. Chap.

7
,,

Iblð

Iþ1d.

To1.1I. tbap.

So1.11. ChaP.

Ir

T.

T.

Pe68*

P.59.

P.60.
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fre noble besane so ¡ropurar tbrougboat Europe that it wa.s

d.tfffeult to &eep it tn Eng1aaù. Bbere w-as llttle chaags na4e

l¿ the sllver coiåago, but groats and. half groate were useel ae

wel.l as p€¡J¡ leÊ.í
fbougb lûrr Era1ll says that tbe florias were recalled.

soo¿ afÎ¡er -oelag tseuecl, traaglaarl makes at least two refere¡ces
whloh eeeq to Lnðleate that be was fa,niliar wlth them.

nEbanne fette E¿neI forth florcynes gqewe

.ånð bað SyI.e to g¡rue gotô eI abouie,

ånd nanelfeba to the notarfeE that beu rose ¿ê falllc,
Anü føf,fe FalE.rwlt¿ee wlth flo:rcl¡ree yaoseEr

(nP.the P'FrB.påss 1I. lL¡14ã-6)

Coasolenoe, 1¿ aeeuslng lfeed, of oorroptlag tbe ].aw anô the

Justlces {,eçlares that
r8eftb uay noughte have hie forth-here_florel¡e,E g9- eo thfBket:

TP.the P.tr, BrpsÊE lll'o-Ltelg6, )

8o the other new coln nentloaeû fa rsooial Englaadw ire, tbe groat,

there are several referêtreosr Beason, wben admoalshlag tbe throng,

F$ar¿ecle ffatte Ays !ffi iryae to bla,ne

Íhat bire herl waE ¡vorth halue a mar&

EIE hoûø aought wortb a groteF.
lnp.the p.F. g.pass yr 11. ãor1)

.&varlEe keBt his þest ale fn h1s bower or ia his be{L eb.anber,

rAJld who,ngo bun¡cqtl tber-of bought lt thereafter

.Ê, saroun ror a grqre, *.f 
"i:Tåå Ë:,1"åÌå;;. vortçBÊã_4)

!ra1ll. E.D. n$oeial Englanùú Vol.ll¡ ghapo Fr P.60.
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Ia tbe thlrteentb. sentury the feellag agalnst Jeçe

bað beoome very bltterr StatuteE bsd. beea paseecl to rsEtral¡c

the exeessive usury whlcb they praetlsetlo It bað also þee¡t

eåaetcð tbat tbey weat e baôgo 1¡r the ohape of tho two tabLes

of the las of !fiogeso [he eommouE trloð to bave thea banisbecl,

re¡oaln.

1890 aa

movaþLo

\

! f'rafiJ Eo Ð. rsoelal Englaatls ToIr ll. Chapo T. P. Ll6o

but they gav6 the EIa;N e large sun of Boaey to be aL.lowcü to

But tbe populer ¿atagonfsu wae too great, aað 1n

.6et of Baatsboeat upoa tews was passed., auû. thetr 1m-

good.e were eoaf lsoa t,eü,2

fbe Jews were sucoeecled. 1a tbe aoney leaôtag tratlc

by tbe lonbarùs, anrl these latter eo¡¡sequently beeane batefl

by tþe oomnoas. fhese moaag-lsarlers, though unpopular amoa8

thc aatloco were very oftea- usefuL to the kiaþ who, la
return for hfe proteotlon eouLtl alwaye obtala large sums of,

mo.o,ey from theu wbe¡ PartiaroenË refuseal to grant hlm funttso

She Kiag oftes f,rund, 1t lnposslbLe to earry on a war, aaet eve¡,

to Bay hls erlreneeóla tlne of peaceù, sut of the anount of,

molrey that Psrlfa,nent conslilereð sufff.cleat.

*l
t'o"'
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ÍEough the Jewe bacl beea fornelly banlsbetl from tbe i$ngrilou,

nany of tbem rnust have fou¿cl the meaae of reuaial.ag behfad.r or of

returalng aail earrylag on tbelr o],c[ tsracle¡ For, half a centnr¡r'

latern langla^nd. refers to theu along wlth tbe lombarilE as beiag:

usurej¡ô. .&variee ,wbea askecl by Bepentaaoe lf be 6vetr praêtlseô

usury, repllorl 3

tSaS eetbelytr, he ealð, EeaEe 1a qy youtbe

I Leerneõ ano¡g lombartles aü.tl leweE a leseona,

flo rt6y p€[g wtth a peysr anÉt, pare the beuyest

.tnt[ leae lt fsr Isue of the orses to legge a. weclttc anð
Leee ltrr

lrP. tbe 8¿F Br passrv.lL 2,4L-41

Ee also conf,oEses that;
rWtth lonbarðeE lettres I laùôe golêe to Bose

Beasorr tells tbe kiag that these.:üoney leaAerÀ

neoessar¡r to hin whea Meoô and. the many abusea

her traÍn are er¡lelleð from the lanûr Ðð wheê

th,e realmo

ÊAnit- Ieb elar legg:e ny lyf tbq ''þue ¡rol ].ene tbe suluer

8o wage thyae aað heLp wynÄe, that tbou wllaest after

Moqe thp.n al thy ¡oareheuag other tb¡r nytretle blEeoBoFo

otber Innba$9s of trukeE t??3.t{å:"p:fl 
å:%ä:.+:*Ïi'ler.r4 }

8be Boet sb,owe ¡m hos.tlllty to the JewE as a ra,ee bgt merely te

their qgurous practlüeer Às nay be eeea by several referenae to

tbçqr be expressos the bope that they wlll tura to Cbrlstlanftg

¡rher¡ the errors exlstlag wlthla thè Churab have beea refor"netlo

å¡û toke Lt by ta1lle hero, aaü tolðe bÔn tbere losEs.
(rp¿ tho p.a. Br pasE T. 1I ZÐL*ZI

wlLJ. ao longer be

whlch fsllow lu
he Reaso¡¡ rul.es

,r'
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Spolliag Chi]Õrea H

One of the results of tbe terrlble ravages of the

3lack Deatb, was the growlng: tenclenay to sÉl the chllclre&r fbat

the 1oss of many tþousatrðs of llvee shoulet make tbe cblld.ren tbo¿

growlng ap, d,oubly elear to their pareate, ls qulte as,turalr ffIô

It le prohably qatural also tbat ovêr*ladulgeaoe shoulcl assnme

the proportio¡¡ of e real vlcer Reason, when preachlng to the

peoplê 1n' the f1eIðn waraeð then agalast thleo

n.å¡lË[ thaaae he cbargeü ahapnaa to ohastea her chl].d.r€[

late ao wyr¡nyag heu forwe4y whfl tbeX be yonge

Ne for no pouste of pestfleaoe pleee Þen noughte

nüS syra seyd,e Eo to me, aaû eo d.lð uy eLa,me

that tbø leuere obllöe tbe ütore lore bibouoth,

4nü $al.anon seicle the ÊEme tbat sapfelae maqlêr

tQui parclt vlrge, oå1t f1llunt

Ebe rnglfch of thÍs Latyn ÍE who-ss nfl 1t þowe

ffho*so spa:etb to" u?i$i*ioãnå1*"3: 
åå:-"l1ttï"ä¿lät.

Beasoa, la the trlal of Meeô at Westmlnstern r¡rhen askecl to have

plty on llrougln öeclarect he would' have ¡xo&e tilì varlous reforu*

atlons haô taken Blaoer Qne of these waE that rohflðrgn eherisa*

yag be chastyng: wlth Yertlesn. (P. the Prlr 3. peÊË lVo II?I

ont of
radoun
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0bap. ll1 (*l labour [¡oub].es.

In tbe 14tb oentury the long a¿Õ aot yet encle(l struggle

betwoe¿ capital aacl labonf had. lts beglnaing tn Eag1anð ln tbe

quarrel betweea the lanctownere and. the poasantE. I¿ orcler to glvl

any eleår account of tbe eausos of tbe quarrel tt will be nec-

ess.afy to eumatlze brleflg the relatlonE existlag b'etween tbe

,two olagEes. fhe lorðs owseel vast clonal¡E, a.nd. oa these lanÕs

exlsteal two olasges of me¡r wbo cultfvatecl the la¡ü¡* tbe free-

men wbo palü their re¡t in noaey or Eervleesr but who were P€re

sonally free¡ the v1llelne who pald. tbelr rent ia serviceso

these latter were by far tbe more numerous ela,ss. fhey belongeè

to tbe land., ancl coulrl not leere 1t wltbout tie coasent of thelr

lorêr A v11lefa could. purchase bfs freecLom 1f hls Lorü wlsheal"

to sell 1t to hÍu, or galn lt by runalag awgy aaÔ remaiaing ja

a free tOwu for e year and a tlag, wlthout onoe leavlng lt, anü

without tbe lorû beving laterrupteð th.e prescr$ptio.uo'

Usually abooi " third of tbe lanô was reservecl to bln-

self by the lord., anù thls was hie elemesns. [he rest was ôlvld,eü

lnto snall hold.lngs amoagst the tenants. In return for the

lancl the tenantE oultivatecL the lordf s elemes&e eå.Cl perforroeô

other servlceg, such &s oartlng, whe¿ever tbe lorcl uright require

then¡ Many of them also had. ts renôer a sna,Il trlbute ltr kincln

sucb as eggg On feast days or & llttle seed. wheat one a yeart but

1n return neals were often provicLed- for thera whlle tbey were eür'

plqpð on the ¿et"sneÍ

Jusseranð J. J. r3ngllsb TlayfarLug

fraill E. D. ttsocial Englan'clrl

Ilfe ÏlTth 0enturyn Part 1L.Chap.
rrl. 3. 458.

ToIo lI CbaP. V. P. 94t 
,
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-å.s a Lord.rs estate usually aoasisted. of several maaorg ln
d,lfferent parts of the klngelon, ft was imposslble for hln to exaet

personally the servioes of his teaa,åteo So eaah ül?nq¡ was ba¡rd.ed.

over to a Oa1ltff, wbo looked. after th.e accounts ancl aotecL ae a

sort of overseer'þ t, rhis work, the baillf f was assisteil by sub-

ord.lnateE who lúere tbemselves vllleias; anrl. who were chooen by

i'h,eLt'fellows to be responslble for them 1f tbey faiLeð ia per+

forming thelr services Í *, v1111e¿ was llab1e to be choeea to.
hol-ü oae of tbese offf.cesn so that ft waE to the lntenee,t. of eäob

to see that the rest d.1d. thelr serviees. As a last resort. tbe

vllleLnr.s es a wbole were rosponslble for each other, so lf the

1orë. faiteð to get satlsfaotlo¿ fron hls offfoere be. coulô flne
tbe whole torrnsntp'* [he most lmportant of tbe balll,ffrs sEbe

ord.iaateÊ, were the reeve or provost anrl the hayward.l-J

Ðuring tbe 15tb oeatur¡r a ohange took plaee oa marï'

Ën.rorÊo fhls was the grad.ual replaclng of the villeinsn antl their
oblfgatlon of rn4ëFrfngr eerviees,r by a olaes of praetloally free

laborers who Baid. thelr roat in noae¡r a¿cl workecl for mone$r wages,

tbough 1a the eyes of the law, theee men re&aiaeû serfg for many

years moret2

Te P. g?'

V. P. 97o

Lt
11

11

t
â

;

8rafl'l E. Ðo rtSoeiaL EnglanÖrt
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the agency whlch brought thls ' about was the self' lnterest of the

&verage nanorlal J.orõ,¿ ÏI¡ôer the system of serrrJ'ces' the la¿A '

oÏ[ll€I¡; reeelveel .Eo noaey fro¡o hfs tenaÛts g,¡rð as compulsory

].aborleproverb1al.lyínef,fectlve,ltoou].ènothavebeeneesy
to get the Ôomaln propertg cultLvate&o llhe aðvanci¡g etvllf'zation

lqithltslnoreasûsSloveoflurury,tbepompanôspleailor,follgw,.'

ing the rlae of cbfvatry, tba prevaLont taste for bnllùing aaû

a somewhat oetes,tati.ous abarlty, all comÞ1neð tO lnoreaee the

lorclt E neEú of reaüy tsoll€$e thts he galneð by allowfag blS

tenantE to pay thelr rent 1a looney, anð at tbe gane tiure he paiil

Bo¡rey wages to these seBe serfs to cuttfvate hls lanÔ' Ia thlÊ

. system there were adnanta€ee to eaeã sl'tle' Ehe lord' galaeü hfe

reacly morlcy, AAô tf tbe moaey were not f,orthoonfrg be coulcl al-

ïr€.g.s: fall baek on the old. systera sf servlees; anû hls work !ra$ 
'

d.o¡¡e better by bireô worþen the¿ lt haå been d'one uaüer tbe

compuleorgmethotlr[bevlllelngfortbelrpartnowfeltthat
therr work wa' voruntary aacl renugeratlve. .&lso, wben tbe lortÊ

hacl enough laborers to Öo hls work be d'iô not greatly care

r¡ylrether the,rest of tben sta¡reü on tbo la¿d' or aOt' anù for a

sEauflneal].owetlthentogpaaûseckworkeleewbere.[bug f
!¡aJoy of tbe serfe Left tbe lanð ancl' beca'ma praêtioal}¡r f roer -

f ttaLtl E. D. wsoelal EnglalaöF' To1. 11 ChaP¿ VIo P' 98'99'

(Foregolag p8,1s8;3aph taken rron' pages from rsoalal Engl.anôil ae

quoteür l
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thXs system wae f,ouacl so aôvantageotrs to botb slÔes tbat !0å'Bg

lorf,s permeaently aòopteit ltj, ôtnerpsti11 cJ.nng;to tbe 01ð

syston of d.e-Barð1ng Êe¡rvlees. BV tbe nitlöIe sf EûwarÕ lLlcE

relgt, tbeee wanðerlng 8ef,fg forueel a aLasÊ of worlmeat whs
A

thougb aot legally free, sought work wb'ere they coulcl fiaù lti-

But in the yeaT tg4€I aLl tbls ohangeè anð hoBe of future pro-

gress d.1eè awayqg sbe Sraok Ðeat& ravageê Englaaô aað brottea

out over a tbirü of tbe populatioa. Ebe harvests rotteð 1s

the flelü wlth ¿o o¡,e to gather lheB,anõ f,anlne resulteilr the

Ia¡,ôEwaers. ¿ow bacl a large amount Of I'aAù oa thelr baactE' Aatl

heù ¡ro one to worE ito !üany tenants haù d.teô Leavlag no

suooessors, anè thø Ie¿ô thus vaeatgtt, as. well ae hls OWA ôenc

es¡¡.er barl to þe oultlvatetl by the Lorelo 8ut tbe ]'aborerÉt

reallzlng thelr va1ue, {Lemaaûed, exotb'1ta¿t wages, sometlmea

t¡EO Er tbree tlmes th,e a¡oount täÖÍhaô recelvea before t'hc

pestlreno*f ' co.rL¡¡aLôeat with the öenancL fon bigber wageË
¿1,

eaEe the rle¡aaað for better a.nÖ more LuÇlurfous f,ooð'' rhe LaÊ-

orerF sow cosrneê thefr former fare. llhe landowners haü to

oboose between tts losees. Eltber they ¡nugt let tbeir lantls

Ile uneultlvateû gr p8,y sucbwaSes tbat they woul.l ct¡ltivate

at a loss.H

¡ [ra1].1. E. Do r$ocÍal Englanôç

. e lbttt

9 rblû

l'Ibtrl

Vol.. lL ChaPr Vr 3o 98

Tol¡ 11o CtreP.TIo Po LgT

TolollL. ChePr VloPo lAS

Yolorlrr obapc$l¡ P' Lå?'c
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.&ttô.ed. to tblsn tbere was the daager that utany wornoo¿ if uneble

to obtaln the we.g:ee they askeõ, wouJ.dt becoue Eeturd.y beggaraF:

asd. boco¡re a publlo rrrrurr.L So remeðy thls, tbe $ta..tute of
labourers f fggf f *" passecl requlrlng tbat every man or l¡¡ona"s,

u¿cler 60, boÃû or free rwbo was abLe to work - r ¡¡Et havlag hie

own where of be nlght liveff ¿or Laad. of hie sua to aoeup$ hlu'.

anployer wbo nigätseL{ wlth, rshoulal be bour¡ð to Eerre any

reguJ.re binr Brovlcleû tbat tbe lord.g 0.i any bonðErne.n or 1E¡dc

Eerne¿t shosld. be preferrecl Þefore otbersfgf hle servlceBrrt

tbat sueh serraat sboulð teke suly t-he wa6ee wbl-Èå were

eustomary ts, L64'1. 3¡y wortsna¿ leavlag hls wsrk shoulð be

liab1e to inprisoameat, anð ao¡.e unôer Llke peaalty, sboulct

reeeive or retatn hlm.? Worhea who ([emaad.ei[, or laad.ownerE]

è hlgher Trages thae thoee flaetl sbouLû be llable to

Ia orûer that these rggleg be suffl.eleat, Parlfament

also trieü. to regulate priees, and. those guflty of overF
3

ahargiag weie Lfable to heavy penaltlesí But rore of these

neasures aocoupllsheð lts purpossr tome qf the 1ä¡d.10rö,9

atteropteù to eontinue the exactloa of servLoes, others broEe

the law éaü birecl ruaaway worhea ¡ tbe worhe¿ coatl¿ueû to

run awa,y, to d.emanð hlgh wages or to tur¿ waad.ering beggarsr

Frlees oo¡rtiaued. to lacrease¡ Parlf@ent, whleh repreeenteil

oaLy tbe a¡sfetoarae¡r, Laatlowners a¡rd. meal,thy burgess,es of the

towns, falleü to see that opposltlon oaly mad.e the labourers

uorÖ obetiaatEr

who pal

rr¡eså

¡

\
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tr[easr¡res taken agai.nst the reÊùelilous peasartry Lacrease{t

ia Eeverlty uatll, f1naIIy ope¡r revolü broke o.ut. Ebe poll tax

brought about the exploslo ,Í ,n ." was s tax sf so mucb plaeeü

o.n every 1nðfvfðual of a aertal& &ger It was assesseo Ëo lbat

the rloh 1¡r a oomtunlty paltt a great part of tho tex of thE

poOro But 1¿ vlllagee, or coumqAltles wbere there wers r1O

wealthy people, the burrlea fell very [eavllf oa the Boatr Ehis

taætio¿ oausec¡. tbe burstl¡g fortb of the spirft of rebeLlio¡¡'

wbicb batl beea lnereasl&g for so nÐly yearsr anù in Lã&l tbe

peEeaatst BovoJ,t broËe oo-tc tsbe peesaats la tbousatrüs narcbeë

upoa f.oaûon anü eaterecl tbe elt¡¡ 4t flrst theg he.il' nany

s¡mpathÍsers anong tbe towasne¡r, but tbelr exoesses 1.tr, þIooôc

ebeð a,ai[ pfllage EoGs tnraecl a1l the Bore moderate cf,tize¡¡a

agalnst theu. For two or tbree ûays they possessed. the cltyr

lhen Rlcharð, the boy kia$ 1:ocl'e f,earlessly out to meet th'em

aail na,ke terms wltb tbem. Sheir leacter, [y].er, waE Etrusk

d.own by the nayor of lotriLo¡r. Rlohard. promisetl the rebele tbat

he woulit aon be tbelr leacler, antL askeù what tbey wlsheú¡ Ehey

repl1eð tbat they wlshed. to be serfs ¡ro loager¡ lhelr fleec'

ilon waE proplseð tben, they reoeive€l abarters anô tbe d.anger

WaS OVeTcOIB€t

! Ovalr Oo w1[he Polåtfe+l Elstory of Eng1anô.il Volo lTr OhaB. 11o
PrÊ6ç
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ra a few weeks the revolt was quleteð ia every part of Eaghadlo

[he aharters of emaaolpattoa wore an¿ulleð and. the serfs renai¡¡oô
serfso Fbether tbo reçol,t wae of any

enaacipatlo¡ of the serfs, is ¿ polat
But 1t remaÍns as Êhe flrst outþreak

aacl labourn aad. it serves to shOTú the
a&oag th; wortlng eJ.aeÊeÉ¡

real effeet f¡¡ thc f,laal
oa whlcb hlstorfa¡s dleagrear

of the .quaruel bctweea aapltal
great soefaL ðlscot¡tenü ¡ife

, langla¡tl, {oee ¡lot na^ko a¡y refere¡reo to the paasaatrg

Bevolt. Sbls noay be beoause at tbe tine the C text wee wrl.tteÂ,
Eore than tea year$haü Bageeô array Elaoê the revolt. [he .å. anet B.
texts Eere çrítten before the outbreak oeeurred,. But tbs poeu.

refleats tbe eoelal. ¿lsoontcat, a¿it the nawilrlngaass of tþe
labourerg to wofk. |[he poetre attitucle to the labour sltuetloa le
o¿e of tl'lsapproral of the wanelerfag elass of peaeante. Ehe ilLeel
worhea, Plers tbe Plowma¿, ls eobo¡ 1&d.ustrlons aacl a falthÊul
slerraaË to hf.s &aêtorr langland. belleves fa the exletiag order s.f
elass ùtstfaetlonss he nowlrere utters the oplnlo¡¡ thst serfdom

Ehou1d'boEÞa]"fgheü;hebelI'evesthatËbeupporelaggesshou1ü

tuls. fre wants refo¡m r Þ.ut cloes not look for 1t 1n a new systen
#nron shall alter the relatloaeblp of the varlous el¿EeEe sf,

soeletJrl he preaobes a reforu of the exlotlag claeses by the f,ul-
fllr¡¡eat sf thelr ðutles to eaeb, other. ghus whea aekett Þy the
d,reaner to wbom the wealth of this earth belongs, Eoly thureã
quetes the Êerlpture, egd. gfvee Chr{stls aqswer to the,gewea
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rBerlö1te Sesarf* quo-ù goð rtbat GEearl btfalleth
ËEü qne sunt ðefrd,eor or Ellas ye Oone fllew

(tP. the P8 E paso 1. 1I õ8-5t

Repentance, when queotlonlag .6varfce about his cleed.e, goorl or

bact, asketl b;Lsrif he cver lE¡rt to LorûE rfor loue of her

uayaten asaaeïL
,!

Plers uas w1ll1ag to labour aLI Ufä ttte for tbe lulg&t ae

wefl as for blnself,. But, as bas been bef,o;e poXqtail. outrlangtaaÕ

ü1d. not Epprovô of the rloh llvlng ln fðleneEs ancl luxury.

Several tlnes hc erhorte then to ear6 for tbe dleeervfag peor, aaô

to guarct tbe reelm from evllttoers. But he cessures tiae Laøy aærg

the wsrkiag ol'ç,s€rêÍrr gome of tbese nho feign qleknege eo thEt they

nay beg for a ltvlug, have alroady been ðescribeÈ. Other¡who tlon.

he:mltts or pllgrLuts garb to esoapê wor&n w111 be d.e¿lt rlth latç¡
In the ffelð full of foIE, tbose are meatlo¡.ert rvho ðo tbelr work

earelessl¡t',
ItOf alktn Ilbb¡mg: laboreres lopen fortb sotrBst

.ås ðykere anð üelueres tbat üoth here d.ed"eE lllen

.ånð Oryuen forth tbe Ioæge clag wlth r3leu vous sauêt

Dame Enøe I Ú

fttP. the 38 B pfiologne, 11 e¿e*lt)

Reasos on questloalngl the poet about hls lif,e askeð Þln lf,

be hað laneLs, or rlsh frlenùs to support hin, for be eeemeal an

1ð[e Ban, a spenelthrlf,t who wasteð time, and. oae who galned. ble

livllhooü by begglag at msnts d.oors or at churehes.

nFlers the Plownantf lFext B BesE T. LoZ55
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]ryhe whleh fs l0r.rarene lyf that r.ytel ys preyeeci,,
fher ryghtfulnesËe rewarctetb rygåü 8,s ne¡¡ cr,eEeruethg

lo3. the PF 0 Bass T1. 11 gi:.,-ãz)
Piere, the id.eal worha¿would. not go on pflgrínage u¿til åis h¿If
&cre was pr.ough.eer.. Because he laboureü stoaðrry and. boseetl.y be
alo¿e kaew the way üo the shriae of gt. [¡uth.

Ehe ertravagg¡rt taeËes of the perlod. spreacl anoag tbe rowerclaEseg' tragterg anö beggarE woulil aot eat breacl ma*e of beans,
but d'encand'ed' the þeet: they would. d.rla^k onr.y the flaest beer+

ntraboreree that haue q,o laade to ryue oa b't her ha¿eles,
rle¡ruaed. aought to d,yae ê-c[ay Byght or¿e wortEs.
l'ay ao p€Ey-¿1" hen.Baye åe no pace of bakoun,
Bsú lf 

't 
be freseh flesoh otber flsohe fryeer, or ba&en

-aEô'that ehauclq or prue ohau.e for ohfllyag ef åer nerse'
(Fp. the pg B pase Í1. lI 609*51ã)

raagraart waråð labourers to work urhite they eaa r.est fa,nj.ae/arl'se anð bolð the ra¿r,ð 
'a 

fts g,rtpt! îhe poetrs atËrtuüe towarðs
tåe etrlfe of the laaôowqere and. ¡leasaats nay be seo¡l rn the ¡¡e,&ès
he gÉ'ves to plersç wlfe and, faurryr [hese natses sbew Þls ôlslr.Ee
of the fd'Ie peasaatryo Plergr wlfEsg aa,me Ls¡Daüo froroþe-wåea-
t¡me-fsr : biE üaughterre lE rllo-righto-so.'or*ihf_du*e*sb"l-tbe_
b'eter: bls goaÌe 1E rsaffræthÍ*Êoueï€sÞ.a8'f,o*hgnen-.h,êrc,stJ]-ile¡¡es

hme¡¡o u gnt e- f o r* I f *thow- rlo gt o*thowçghalt - I teele re*ab ugge Q . ]

tlPiers

Ibiü.
11

1,1
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8exü
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lhe na,ne of the central oharaoter ûenotes bln$elf, Blere the
\r

Plowman, ilenotes fadustrY.

fhat l,aaglaaat itl(l not believe tbe trouble soulit be ræeüf'eð

by aets of, Parllnent, lE Ehown by the frultLess attenBt of the

knigbt to maJre the iðrers get to wø*.1ú Ec thought buager aloae

ooulö save tbe sltr¡atlen by brlaging the slothful antl reÞe].l1suE

peasaatry to ,"uunolT

. But thougb langlenrl woulô have üealt hare'bly fr.tb the tÞrlft*

Leee Bastgrs, he consld.ereÖ the 1nÔugtrlous labouter one of the

noEt fu¡rortaAt prcps of the realm. tlers ðoelgreE *

rI wll woreobl.p tber-wlth Ereuthe by Dy l¡rneû

åniL bea hle pllgrJr6e atte Þlow for pore naeå^BeÊ Êa'Eeo

![y plow-fote ghal be Ey pytr-staf,''''""Ú
(nP. the PB B Pess TI' ri rOg-g)

BÞug,hE nakeE the real pllgrln aîù foJ,loçer of fruth, tbe

man who worke honestly for hl¡ose}f a¡è othore' Ia the parilon

sent Plere, lt s¿s found, tbat
trÁlle lybbyag laboreres tbet J.yueu wltb ber hondles'

nhat- tlmllen takea ancl trewlleh wyn¡¡eg

.&nð lyuea l¡ lOre anð 1n lawe fOr ber lowe bertfst

Eaueth tbe ee,ne absolucl0u¿ that sent was to Sereef

('rP. tbe 31 3 Pass VLl. 11 5g''65}
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Cburoh of, tbe Perloðr

Fronthe].aterpartofthetbtrteentboeatnry'

f,or nan¡r yeass followlng, tbe bf.story of, rellgloa la Englaaô ls tbe

sa,ro as on tha eontl¡eat. It 1s the age of trluaBbaat catbollolsn

paeslngtntoðeo].1¿e.Ebepopewasaowetruggllngegalaata

splrtt of uatlonarfen wbiob was etead.lly galniag strengÛt 1a tbe

Eeeter¡ states of Europe. 8be polloy of Etlwarü' l' wâa to bq]'ô

Bome at allgre lengtb; aaô also to sha¡tse the holû sf tbe aatl'vt

Engl,lsh cbUrsb ovor lanôg aJ¡ô ohattel'e, obects lts power of aggraatl-

fsemeat;eubJeatltseplrltualoourtgtothelawoftbelaatl.
By tbe Statute of, Mortnaln 1Ê?5, la¿ô left to tbe ohureb by Fleat[

ba'rlæ w,s to be f,orf,*it to the 1orôr ot 1n hls d,efEultr to: tbe

bbaclbeenaoqufrlaglanùsata¡a].erDlligolowtr¡EftbertotheOburgbnaaDo€¿ë¡(¡gu¿5¿¡¡|SrlgsP

rate anô 1t was f,eareð aLl Englanô roulð bessns Ob'nroh propertyo

E*war. leeqelreil the eoope of eoclesJ.aEtloal Jurlsitietfon aaü

lnoreaEeð the ptç'er of tbe,olvll oourtEr Ëo aLso attempted' to put

a taS oa cbureb property. thls tax be oollesteù twloe¡ tben tbE

oJ'ergyref,qseôtgroteaaJraqreÉo4€y'an(Ltovoteatallsavgl¡¡
tbelrgwnolerloalhougeo[heklngoutlawgiltbewbo]'eboðtfof
olergy,butwasforoEÕtooou¡lronleenforlatheueg,ntineaobleE

aaû noerohante hatl aleo brokea wlth hlmr arcl he wes obllgeù ts tUrA

his attentj.oa to troubles la Flantlers anô seotl8,nÕr I

rgoolal EngtanÖn YoI LI' Cb' V' P 18'E4r
EeatIl
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rlBhe Soelal aspect of Cburoh Elstory ls the 'eblef L¿terest of

ttest later yeÊrs (Lz9?-L 481 after the sloseof tbe struggle wltb

Etlw¿rð Io the hfgber olergy beea,me more a¡cl more pllaat ae they

fett their growlag d,opend.oaoe o!, the orowa¡ tbe Lower, exoept

perhaps the parlsh prlesto, T$ore f,ast Loslng all the splrit of, tbe

last revlval of rellglo.ar Not a few traoes of antl-olerleal
sptrtt auong the gentry aaû oorilnoas appea¡r ln the early f,ourteeatb

oentur¡¡ lt ls ¡ot slu¡rly against Papal lnterfer"oo"Ëorotfe gvôr-
C/t¿\a-oj-

growtb, lt is the beglll¡1¡g of e, revolt egalast €¡!ürÊb fafluesee
',..

ta polftlos anal soeletyE /
rBut 1t was la Jurleù1ot1oa
--/

Teas strongeetl , fhe abuses of the

obJeots of atiaok by refornersr
,Ihe supreneoy of the poBe 1a Englantt 'ïras further wccËeneü by

the removal of the Papal See to .Åvlglroa, 1n the begianlag of tbe

L4tb oentuly. the Pope lost prestlge by assoolrtlag hlnself wftb

Eagl.anilrg enemy Fraaee. Ee becane oonslôered Bore a6 a temBoral.

.,,\ 
poweranü l1able to erltlolem. Moreorer, ÊernanSr was at thls tlue

poorí Fra¿se wae lmprovlsheù by was¡¡ ltaLy resenteð tbe loss of,

the Eoly See¡ tberefore the ohlef burùen of supplyl&g tbe Papal

revenues feIl upotl Englaað. [bis oauEeð ôlssatlsfaotloar the¡¡

outspokea oouplalat, e.nô finaLLy tleclarecl Oppositloa, !n the

eountry wbloh haê hltherto bee¡r tsost loyal
trsoclal EagIaaûF Vol. 11. Ghap

Vol, 11. Chap

that the tlal,eielng¡ movement
t*

Churoh eourtg werenspêe1el

84'

26'

VF

VP

I
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[raf].L E.D.
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-Another praetiee whloh perhapg eaused. more d.isoo¿teat thaa å¿g*
thlag else, was the Popets oustom of makiag ttprovisionn for the
aext preseatatlo¿ to a be¡ef1ce cturi¿g the 1ifetirne of the lnounbe¡Ft.
trEe had. aLso the unquestlouecl prerogatlve of noml¡atlng to
blshoprfes vaeateÖ by tra¿slatloa¡ aad. his poliey was to traaslate
blshops ås often as posslble, anô so obtaln aot oaly tb,e fees a¿cl

fire,tf,ruite lor flrst years laoome) of the blshoDj who wg.s trans*
Latoð,' bst also tboee of the prelate who wag appor,ated. ia bfs rcamv I
Naturally, thls ooatiaual ohanglngaauserl the see or other be¡¡eff.ee
to be aegleete{L. Bnt what oauEed, ovea greater ðisoontent anoug the
Eaglleh people, vras ibat these beaeffoes were of,ten glvea to for*
efgners who oolleoteð the revesuee without even troubliag to vfelt
Englaað.

ItIa 1651r the Statute of ProvlsorÊ probibfteð tbe aaoeBtenee

of tbe papal Letters of provisl,o[, anð ha¿d.ecl, over the ¡latro¡a.g,e
of benefloes so Õealt with to the king. But the 1ar reas oo¡tðtaog,l¡r
evarle{,r and. aII attetpts at øettl+g nattc¡s oa a !¡ore s:atfsfactory
footiag falleit of aay real ,ooo""*fi

$uoh were the eo¿d.ltloas vúhlcb led wyellffe, flret, to
oombat tbe tenporal power of the hpe; to preacb the üoetrlne of
cburob poverty; aÂô flaally to üeeg.some of the fnaô.a,ner¡tal,

d,oatrJ'aee of Catbolloisu, suoh ae Era¡,eubsta¡¡tiatfEa a¡d. the popers

Bower of oxoounu&leatio!..

ESoaial Englantln

paragrapb4takea fron

8ra111 E.I).

Ibltlr

frae foregoing

To1 llr Ghap Í1. P 159.

Vol ll. ëhap ll. P L5?-159o

ps,geg quotecl, from rfsoofal

EngJ.eaett ¡
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Inspfteoftheeristlagevll.sntheeburehwasstl1lforemost
1n many gooü works. rt wss E leaùer 

'a 
eiluostlor¡¡ 't 

naèe provlsXon

f,ororpbe,ffil"].epersnanôtheöestltutepoor}anûlnthe¿Enqerleo.a

suBplleö boa,rÖ1ag eahoels for girls' !-

HShe Avarice of Cburohuen, the abuses of Slsbopts eourtgr tbe

oousta¿t papal lnterfereEoet aaò tbe cougqleorg elerlsal aeJ'ûbae¡t

Ieaôlngtosoaaub'lÃageTrorethechlefðrawbaeks,ontheCburehts

esefulnessr lbe bigher clergs $rere, .on the wbore, pErei ancl mes

llkeKllwarðb¡r,seokba,m,anttYflaeheleea$ereworthyleaöersof

rngllshrel.lglon;butasthecloctrl¡.eglewfixe.lthatlooalor
natloaal reformatfoa was beretisa'l wltbout the lnEta¡cejlilil;,p

&engrewtlreÖrbothof.tbeevllsoftheage,anôtbexrreEle€Llesr.d

! Em^LLL¡ Ë'Ð. rsoolaL snglanùü To]. 11.thaPTPãZ'

I
v4' dè
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(a) langlanÖts

fts
Attltud.e towarü the Chureh¡ fts Ðoetrlnes e'n'&

aorruPtf.oa,Sr

of tbat ualtre'

nelle; rr

10?-109 )

t-i
.,$\r

Laaglanô 1s at oae wlth wycllffe 1n öe¡louncl4e; the roral ðeea3'

of the ghurch, tbe eovetougness of tbe erergy, å,où the vle'i'ous

llves leð by frlaren parðonersn and' berüfts' Ee þelleves tbe wealth

of the cbureb to be a source of evfli he clisapproves of rllsputes

being taken to Rome for settlenent¡ but he ðoes not expresË a¡lJr

oplalons d.eofdely antagoslstia to tbe Eristlng Õoetrlaes of the

gburch,ortothesplritualaûthorltyofthePoperEewl1lnot

ùeuy the Sopers power to open or close the gates of Eeaven to 
l

bumanity. spealrlng of the four carùl'naI vlrtues r¡blch pqrnit or' :

ûeny entraace to Eeavean he saYs *

rf.ac of the aarcl1aales atte eourte that eaughte

Ånd' power presuneô 1n heü a pope to ualceo

Eo baa that poweÏ tbat peter haôðe inÞtgnen I
(*p. tbe Pl Bo proLogue 11.

ihe PoPeÌs Power to grant
ågala, he erpresseE hls bellef ln '

absolutl.oa* but aôd"e that he thlnls 1t 1s safer to trust the soulEt

salvation to gooð workso

wüow hatb tbe pope powere parôoun to grauate tbe peple

flitb-outeu eny peneunce to passea fn'to heuene;

lblslsowreblloueaslettereðmenvsteaaheth'
Quocleunquellgauerissuperterram'eritligatumetl4

aelisr&c I

. .ånü so I leue lelly (Loröee forboÕe e1lls'[]

0hat partl'oun anû peaaunce anð preyeres clon saue

Soulesthathauesyaaeêseaell'eslthesô'eùIyr
1,.-ì,rì
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F8s to trust to thfse trleqnales trewely me th{nketb

Is aougbt so *yEer for ihe soule eertfsi,' as is trtowELrn
. (ttP. the P.il. B.p&ss VlL. 11.1-?ã*(t

Ieter, be regers to tbe Popets powers witb even lese

conflðenceo Eaak¡rn, the aatfve menr eomplaias that he bas

contrlbuted. to the supporti of tbe poper entl has: reoefved. nothf.ng

Ia return excepting a Barclon¡ 1f he eould. but proeure tJre servf,ees

of a sarlbe he woulô wrfte to the Poatlff And. aets hln for e sa¡re

i;o eure ühe pestllaroeo I
EFsr sfth be bath the powere that PEter bw-Eelf 'hað(Le,

Ee bath the potte wfth the salue sothly âs &e thltrketb3
t.&rgentcm et aürur goa est nihf ; quoü autm habeon hoe

tl.bÍ. ùo; L¿ nomfne ðomÍnf, surge eË a'mbul.eoË

Ac lf mighte of miraale h¡nn fallle 1t fs for me.¡r be nough.t

uorthy

llo baue graee of god. and. no gylt of the Popes.
f *P. the P. Bçpåês 811. 11rå,54'r?|

AE Wxitaker has polnted. cut, these llnes are lroafcal,
for the Pope, who was notorlouely wea].tbg, fs oompareð to $Ë.Peter

who safd. nsilver aart gol0 have I noaenr ø
ùn"t trang:Lantl d,frl not beLleve ln tbe fr.falt lbflf tg of

the Pope 1s eboïm fa Beesonrs sermon to the tbrong f¿ the flelû+

nPle:rs 
. the Plolr¡B&¡t$. |[ex* B¡ pBSso]LLI. LL..Z46rt9.

Skeat, W.I[. Ëtrlllian Panglaaùs Piers the P].owuanr. ToLrllr P.ÊCIå

I
t

i. i:r.il\iì ,:.,: i¡,,.,r
ii11i9u+hrh:¡i:; !-i.ii
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tAnü eltþen he prayeê tbe pope haue plte on holleÞerehe*

.å,nt[ er he g¡rue $n¡r grace gouËn¡le flrste bynrseluelf

(*P. tbe t8 B Pass V. 11 51-5e)

Ee expresses his ólsapproval of appealtag to Bome ior a

el,Eolslo¿. ïfhen the f,ollowers of Mee& a¿ö Falsehoocl rsere put to

ÉI1ght, -
F$¡moaye aad. Oyuyle eenton to Romen

Atrd putte }!q tborv; e-peles 1a the popes graceç

Àa CoasoÍenoe to the ky4g a-ouseðs äem botber

ånd. sef.il.eo rs¡rre }ry,ngrb¡l Cr¡¡st bote slerkue amenðeo

flh1 kgggü,om th,o3w here coeet¡¡ee sol ont of k¡fa¡le wenÕen

Anô Eoly Cburehe tbrEw hem worth harteê' for euere$

' l*l. the lll C pass 111. LL e45-2LTl

B,eassn C[eolareû tbat lf, he ru1eil the realm he .woulcl sbow ao ,pit¡r

untfl,

".ând, al].e Roue*rennêreË for gobbères cf byyonðe

Bere no slluer ouer see that signe qf kyag:a sheweth.

üoytber graue ne vngraue golüE soltber 611aert

Yppo¿ forfeture of that fee wh'o so f,ynt-3Yu-?t-*o9391 "
(Fg the Pre Bopess 11I. 11 1ä8'1õII

Iaag1anô dLenounoeE the eorruptlons of the CbureÞ whlob

a.fe ôue to -oribery anit greeû As empbatioally As üyoliffec EoIy

0hurob tells the ðrea,mer that larity ![eec[ fe ãs lntinate fo tbe popers

pelaee as sü'e neqel;f,l Ia tbe rfile to Westnlnster, cleans, sube

cleans, archcleaoo.as, ana oi¡ber offiaials, were saùùleel w1¡h s5'Iver,

so that tbey woultl pernlt ofnsn such g,s cll.voroeE aaù Êeeret nsuryol=

Plers the Ploumaarß |[ext

Ibld. text

.::r.ì:t''. : ri

:l:i.:.:il:lii::ili).r:'j... i .1., .

pAse Ll. 1rËã.

paËe llr 11. l??*I?5o

;
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0onseience, reaouatfng the crlmos of Ì[eeô, ðec]'ares that she has
/r

Fofsoneil popes aað íryaireô Eolychurc;¡¡' tbrough her lnfltrê.trGê1

bíshops ano priests a¡e pemltteü to Leaô lnmoral .lfves í'u'

pxovlsors well know, il:ne !Ê lntluate with tbe Pope, for she anó

Simmony seal bls bu11s'Í sbe suppLÍes tbe cormiseary wítb eoBes

aaù h1s clorks wlth aoa';ts'/',

tra¡gland.bellevesthattheaorruBtelergJrarêresponsfble

formanyoftheevllsoftbetlmee.Anlua,inaÕl.scourseonthe
necesej.tyof,belngaharltable,saysthat,&shollnessenilhoaesùy
spreaô out from EolJrehurab througb falthful men who teaqb the Law

of Goö¡ so Õo el"I evlis spre*tt from her lf the preacbers anil

teaahers are an irnperfeot prles,thooû. flbe prfestE are 11ke the

trees i¿ tbe summer tfme¡ üome brsneheg bear Leaves' soBe CLo aot'

lBlght so pergones anü, prestes anü preehoeres of holy cherebe'

,ghat aTê¡I rote of tbe rlghte faltb to reule the peple;

.&stheretheroteusrot.enSeÊoIIrmtethesethe'
Êhal&eurefloureaefrutenefalreleefbegreae.Ú--(;p;-tnã p.*. Brpass XE.LLÇ9?-1001

/ílherefore the eLergy shoulÕ' be truthfull Ehoulù Ëate profllgaeyi

sbourù not ag€eBt ia tttbe* none,r whlc' hail beea ôlshonEst''y galne&'<

It ls the Öuty of everJr blsbop to travel throughout hfE flomaln'

teacbthepeopletobelfevel¡the[rlnltg,tosustalgthenwlth
spfritual fooô, ancl tc provlðe for the neecly' /'

l.lÊ?.
Ll.I48{t1õ1.
11tl{61117o
1,14e.
ll. lggr.So
I1.661*4.

r cPiers tbe Plot¡maåF.
-t,IlJoId'

e. lþtd.-øI.:o!6'
'çlhtt
'çÍblö'

flext B.
lDext B.
Sext E.
Eext B¡
l[ext B.
llexf 3.

pass 111.
Da,ss lll.
iass LLl.
pass 111.
pess I[r
B&sÊ XSo
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But, rnhapplLy, those wbo shoulô be the peoplerr Leaclers falL fa

their el,nty. Efnee the pestlleace, pa.rso.Es and. pr$ests eonpLaln that

thelr parishes are poor and. dlesert then to serve la trsnclon &s

ebantr¡r priests rfor slluer ls sweteü Í WrAnBs anÕ baebelors Ìrho

shouLd be ebriviag thelr parfshoÂers anü feed.lng the poorf bo!f,

polittcaL offlces Ln tronclon, or serve ss steward.s to lorðs and-

Laôies .T ¡¡pa Eeliglo¿ has o"* uuoí¡¡o a riùer, a la¡tl buyer, anü.

tseeps hou¿cls as thougb be were a lorù.! Beason b,esought prelates

anû prlests to Brectlsa what they preaehetl and. to lf've as they

toLd. otbers tio; anö he aÕvlsecL members of religlous orclere to obey

thelr rulee: lest tbe kiag a.oÔ h1s eoubcil shoulÖ take åwaJr thelr

1a¿ös.l+ '

[hough tbe parlsh clergy wer6, on ,the whole, the nost

fglthful antl uneorruptecl of the v¿,r1ous rellglous classest they too

became gomewhat cl.egrad.ed. after tbe Black Ðeath. Irarge [tlmbers of

them d.ieü of tbe plague. I¡lke the labourers, tbey took aclventage

of thElr soarclty ts'tlema¿ù &lgher saLarieE3 n8.ay of the vacant

places were f1lled by ignorant me¿ of the lowest olasses who

tbought preaehiag a slmple metboü of earning a llving¡ others!

ffnüing that thelr parlshes bad. become poor slnce the p}ague, wo¡t

to lontlon to serve as chantry prlests.í

j trPlers the Plowrcan$ [ext 3.

Iblù [ext B.
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Ip the coafessi.on oi Sfotn? tranglanù givee a ilescrlptloa

of oae of the uafelthful a¿d. lgnorant prlestso $Iotb confessed.

that he knew rb¡rmes of Bobya flooö, anô sf RanÖotfn Earl of 0hes!er,

but he ô1ü not know aay of our Eorü or our traèy-; he d.1d. not ever

kaow h1s rpater-¿osterr. Ee maÖe nang vowsr hut forgot them

iurneð1ate1y¡ he never performeö penaaee or was truly sorry for his

slasc Ee selùom tbought of God,rs Sasslon, but oaeupletl bimseLf

with fòIe tales ancl a]e. Ee never vfslteö' slek 'peopler or

prlsoners ia fetters. Ee woulcl rather ¡ratch buffooner¡rr or g&Best

or.-laugh at ly1ag tales¡ or slancler his nelghbours than regcl

aaythlng tbat was ever wrltten by Mark, Iflatthew, f,,uke or John.

se neglected- vlglls anû fastiag;,clays1 and. ¡re¡,t to shrlft ont¡r

wkea he was il-1, anù then rtup gesee I schryüe'IlÊr.i Ee ð1ü not

pay for what be bought or borroweù¡ wÉ,S 1a arrears witb hls

s¿rvaÄts sålar1es; he ueter ü,td. a kl¿d,aese to a fellow Cbrlstiann

aað lf any öfù hln one he eould. not uu,iLerstantl lt¡

i/ ,"

'¡,

FI haue be prest a.nù parsoua passyrg€ threttl

Yete can L aeither solfe tre syrge -Ee seyntes

But I can fyaùe ln a fältte or 1¿ a fourlonge

Better i¡baa 1n beatus"-vir or ln beatl tulnês'

, construe oon elause wel anÔ ken¡e 1t tô sy paroehf'êIlo€]r

I can hol,ðe louetla¡res anù here a reueË relrenyage'

ae 1n eanou& ne la the rieeratales I can noughte__reüe a 1¡'1er.
(trP.the 3.r. Brpáss V.lt.4Ë?¿8)

trPiers, the PlowmaaË gext Brp&ss T.1ló400'447

I'blù fext BrPåss V.Ll ,4ä.t.,

wyater,

lyues recle,

aa hare,

,,
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Wlth regarð to the evils csÌ¡seat 1n the Churcb bür greetL anð

wealth, Ánlna seys thet the cross orl tbe go1ù cofns is: mo're

revereneeô tban the Cross that overeame sin a,bd, O.eatnJ ge

prophesfes ¡lrat oovetousress shall cause tneJt Of Solyehurab

to be overthrown as were the Knights [enplars.l lÛt"o Const*ntlIle

enôoweð the Churoh"wlth land'e a,hd waal.th, Be¡x at Rone hearcl aa

angel oÍYr-
rrDoË eecleËie thls üa¡r hatb yöronhe ve[¡im,

A¡ü tbo tbat baa Petres pow€re a.rn a¡poyg9.6gÉl alle.È
(tr3ì tbe 3. B.pásá xs. 11. 52'?,'51

fbe oaly remecly 1s for tbe lorùE to take t¡he lanðs S.w.a¡r.

ttff possessloun be poysoun a¿Ô fnparflt beu uaken

êoottr were to ðlsehargen hem fo¡ hollchercbe salre,

AnöpurgeÅheüofpoy.sou4orEoreperflefalle.
Ylf presthoú were parff.t the peple shoulôe amencle,

. 
lhår coixrr&rÍea srysri*rlîäi 

ff*.täl.;:så-åi: li"Båiiåurl

11.

1r.
B.

B.
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Ohapter Vr fb)

FrlarsrNoa-ksnFarclonersrPalmers'PllgrlmEanüEermits'

[berearefewc].assessosoverel¡rceasureùbylangl-and.

as the frlars. lbe .f,Oua(Ler anÔ flrst members of these orcl'ers

wereínspíreêbytheveryhlgbestlöeals,fromwhlcbtbeir
ÊuccessoÍs raplô1¡t fell &!r&go -[,be mibslon gfven tben by tbeir

,founôer was to Soro barefoott ooarseLy ôresseel' anù ilI-fecl-' to

vlsit tbe poorest úlstrlots a¿û üwellings, ancl to esffy boö1Iy

aað splrltual comfort tO the neeðy'r Ebelr ml'sslon of servlce soort

maüe them verJr populaû. wealthr whlch thelr ruleE' forbaùe tben

toaccepi,wassboÏrered'upolltbeu*anùtheyspeeôilybecameavarlelous

aad.corrupt.F.&gearl.¡l.as1å?4$reg:oryXbaôrestraÍneðtheirI
tunbrlüleù multltud,eü to ta13 the four drôerst=noteü in Piers

plowmanr.z s¿tthew Sarls ôeslareù that they haù þeeoEle more

ôebaseü .14 oae ge4eratlon than tbe Beneöletfne monks baù ln threo

or four eenturies.!

Iaagland.Ïepresentwtbemasbeingattogethergreed.ya^aù

uEscÏupulonE.In.;'theÎf1elôfultoffolkthesP,walltbeiour
orüers o.f frlars preechlng, for tTreir own proflt¡ lnterpretlng the

eospeL to suit thenseLves, to wln for themselves toaey anÓ aloth*

fng. Ee refers to thelr eviL custom of shrivlng for galn, &nü

ss,ysiftheyand.Eolytburchôonotho}ôtogetherbetter,oneof
the greatesf .misfortures on eartb woulù inerease very 1,ast'.9

'! v.xal!.

þ "Pters

) oPiers

E.ï). goeial Engl.anÖ'' Vol'11' Chap' V' P'å9'

the 31owmanft. lEext E' Proo l¡58'

tbe PloWua.nrr. Eext 3r pror 11'58*67o
j



!r'--

fæ¡

fhe allue]on in thls last sentence ls to tbe s.trife between the

seeular clergy and. the friars and. parc[oners. lhese last two

Gilassesr- u&$crupulous mo¿ey"grubbers',¡, were usurplag nally of the
privlleges of the parlsh prlests. fhere are seores of references

throughout th.e poem i;o tb.e sorruption of the frlars. when the

foLlowers of Meed. anô SgLsehood. took to fIlght, t.he friars eoaxeet

trlar to th,emr eopeð hlm as a f,rlar to ôisgu,lse hin frou aII conersi

a¿d. he was welcome to ôweLl with tb.en wheaeüer he pLeasecl tq üo *oÍ
Hhen Meecl was taken to be tried. at West¡o!.nsterra confessor oopeð

&E a frfart cffereü, for a reward,, to sbrfve å.er however lmmoral

her p¿st lIfe nirght have neení? Enryns foresreevêÊ were rlke
thúse e€ e frfars troen¡9 SovetouEness'lof-eyes tolô tbe poet to
confess bfs sias to a frlar-'t

LFor whl.es lsrtune is tt*":i;åï.*:"åï-g3tJ:"r1ËäT""'

but they'cleserteü hln mhea fortuae beoane hfs foe.H'[hey follow
the rfeb anô aeglect tbe Boor, aÃù no one ls buriecl, i¿ thelr ohufcÞ

or churehyarcl ualess he bequeathe tben sonethíng.F [h" rloh are

eeaEureÕ for d.eprtvlag their hefrs of the la,ntls whloh tåeg leave

to rellgfous oröers, alreeûy rfeb, to have pra¡rers *eld. for tbef.r

sguIe.
ËÅl].esl lsrc[es aacl

8o g:yue fra,m yowre

laðyee Lewed. eon'sellle haue ye

Eyres that yowre ayeles yow lefte,
for yow to euah that ben rlche,

fef,feit eke to bl.ôôe fo¡ other;.
("P.the P.r. Brp&se IFr LL.glõ-g)

PlowmaaF. Sext B, Pgss.lL. 11.Ëã9-?ãåc
Eext Bo pess 111. 11o65-14ä.gg*t 3. pÊ*ss 1V. 1.8L.
Sert B. på.sg E. 11.60-8.
Eert B¡ p€.ss IlIl,+ 1l'?*L0r

^gnð g1tretb to bid,üe

.ünù ben fouuêecl a¡ê

) $Plers tbe
3 lbfù
1 rbfê
2 lbfd.
tIblÅ
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fn the confeeelon of the Seven Sins, Wreth,ls represe¡rtect as a

frl,ar.

lI * WrathF guoÔ he ñI was Eum t¡me a freret

Ând the eguentes garüyner for to gfaffe ¡rqp€soÉ
ItP. tbe P.ñ. B.Pass-T' 11. L66'Tl

Ee coafesges that he graffeô tylng tç¡lee ínto llmltourq anð

Ieeturers untll tbey bore Eþroad, servfle speeah to pLeAse I'orÔE

anð lac[1ee, anù b1ossomeð out ts hear eon-fesslonE Ía Laüles bowergo

A¡û now the result !E tbat üarr,y people wou].ü rather eonfess üo tbe

friars tbaa to thefr owa prfestis; tho parleh prlests have see&

that the frlars etre sharlng tbelr profits of confesslQ.as, anü the

rpossessloaerst p""*"fr"il, to ttre people egalnst the frlars; tbe

Iatter finð fanlt 1a turn, w1!h the priesis¡ a¡iaÉ so Wrath silrs

uB etrlfe betwee¿ the tüo partles. Ee also serveð as & eook 1a

a eoavent anô eauseð ennfty eAcL quarrels by sprep,ùfng ecaaêaloss

tal.Ee about tbe nuse. Ee I'fred¡ f,or a tfne ln a moaasterS-t anü

i¡rleü to cause i¡rouÞIe Ëhereo

nAI the wLkkçö¡¡esee tha,t I wote bf any of, oEre bretbereE

I aosth lt Íe ou:s alofs-ter that el owre "eoue¡t wotl' ftÚo 
-----(;i. tne P.E. Be p&ss So 1'1''L8S'1Ì

Whe¡ .Êntf*Cþrlst ee,me to tbe werlð 1n the f,orm of a ûar'

e anð theaad. when hE'elmest overeane Oonseieaee f.a ihe struggl

latter ealleô

TEel¡le elergge or ellee I f,411e

rhorv rn¡,arf,r.Ê preereerË: ií:tË:f: å: i!åå3$iii i zzr_ar

FplerE the 3lotrEa.a,E. Eqrt Br p0ÊË Tr 11. 156*L8Ir

J"
', ¡ir
-:l$

t
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üFreres herðea h¡m ery6 aacl ooeor¡ to belpe

.&c for ühei eotrth rought wel. Xier eraft CeuEeJ.euoe forsokc

Ëgrr. lo3. the PF BrpsÊs xE. 11. Eå9*ggg¡

Charity r$p,s fou¿cl or¡ce 1¿ a friare frook,
úå€ tt 1e ferre agoo ln eeynt Freuaeeys t¡meF.

fFP, the P. 3rpêss lfr 1.ez6l.

l[oaËs.

fbe mouts eome ln for a very süeII sbare oi laagla¿¿b

Erf.tie:iene It 1s true tbat go¿eafe¿se aunbefS,, then anongst

thoEe wloo are eorrupteð by üreeL'?anð Beason tarbs theu ts aðbere

uore st3fet .y ro thelr rElesr
ssregorfe tbs grete sl,er'ts g6Jrt utite 1n boEee

Ehe ruel.e of, alle relfgûoes r1rghtful anð obetl!.e.at.

Rtght aE fies;bes fÀ flo¿ É,enne bem fa1letb. uater,

Deyea ^for rlrouûhe rihenne tbei õrye Ilggln,

Bygbt so relfgion roteth anù eteructh,

Ehat oui; of, Eoucat anit oloÍetre aoue¡ftetL to clwellaË.
(*P. the P.Ë. Crp&ss Tlr I1o14?-I5Ë)

Ee seys that moatss anÖ ca¡lons now rlae arounq i.he couatr¡r, tsee¡

bouadls, ow¿ Laneter ãrê I1ve fa |uxury çe thougb they vere loretsr

B-ut tbey Ehow no pttg to the poor anü ff tbey èo aot reforn tbe¡r

wlf.'I. be pnaisheõ by cteetraetloao

l
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ffi

ffi
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'2 *Plers the Slowuantt. Eext Bo pass 1X.1. l.lãå.
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"** ü'ut sbal sope a &yng a4Ê oonf 6sse y,ow e1le,

.g¿ð beto gsgr as tbe byble te}Ietb, for bre&lng of youre

reulet

.SnÔ æeaùe JroB Elqehee nonla1es, s;aù ebetroas'

Aaô putte you to youre PcEaqEGe aü prfetinum statuæ fre,
'......r......o........Ç1..........1.....¡lç'....r....i...

Eor the abbOt ef, @ctoEðe end. the aåbe88e bys Eeee

üulte¡ hegg e &nek oe bÊre erou¡¡es anô laesrabLo tbe wonncl'c;'

Of, tbe peaoeful lffe Ieô in the oloisterc by noaks who obey thelr

ruteEr Seqgla^nü ryea,ks btghly. Erathte efforte to stir up strffe

fn tþe no¡astfirg wero ðot yery suecessfult enð 1n thc sa¡oe epeeob

fa whleb he oeasures the relf.gÉouE erilere for aot obeylng thelr

rulee¡ Beasoa F&YE?e

îFor yf heneAe be oa tb¡r'e artbe other s&Y eyss for naulet

E|ü ls ln elslstre othor |s Esolo by rneny okyl'es loh fynôeo

8or la ololstre ooneth no naa to ehlilo ne to flgbte¡

Ia ccoJ.e ys lone anð lO¡raeqqg an-tt lytsfag_to lel.ttê Fe,

f iù.-tbe-Þ.oc Crp&88 Vl. .11,ç156-61

tl *ÈLerø 'tho PlOwÌra.n;. lleat.Br pa,sSo$r 11"+ 169-179.



f 10al

Parôonorsr

In tbe ntdðLo agee the punlsb¡sE¿ùs føIlEs€'it f,or s1¡r sere

often long anð sevetre. someilmee peaa¡Icer such as festlng or so¡Be

other norttf,leatfOs of tbe f,leeh IFes ear'rleõ oa for nonthE or eve¡l

g6ersr [¡fttle by llttte |t beeaue the sustom to alLor Offe¡êers

to éomtrte theoe e¡sstfg€e€sËs for Eat¡y a pa¡meat fn elner BEt as

it beeeme obvlons that e meaey papoeat er the repeatfag of a fÊ-F

Bsalne 01' F!âyere eoulô aot sbeolve sf.ulers fron the greateEt

petÊItfes , u o": syoteu was egtaþLlsbcll' Ebfs was the tbeor¡¡ of

the rrtre **oxy| flhe ttlffereÀse b'etwee¿ the of,feaee a¡rð ,tbe eæouaÈ

of peaaaee perf,orne& Ûas salit to be maÔe up by the aPBlloatlo'e to

the alger of the merfts of Ghrfetn of, tbe T{rgÉ.II, ¿¡'iL of tbe

Safats¡ tho ôlape¡rsstlon of, wbloh merlte Þeloagerl ts the Sope aaÕ

the crerg¡r/ Ås the treaear¡r was lnedrauetlblen i;be cburch

authorfzeü, mea to go ørouail setl'lng sope of, this pErlt to falthfEl

cbrlstla¡¡g. [he uen so aut]oøtLze(l heoamE kjro¡fJl â8 rpatrüoaorst

[he parüo.u,6rs l$ere¡ at first, sonetlrnes secular prfeete

ancl sometf.mçE f,rlsrso soo¿ they requireö no ]'l'eenee at aLl fron

the Cburcb¡ anct the enpLoynentt belag exeeecllngly luarativet

sttrecteeL hunôred.e of lnpostersr [hey woat fron plaoe to plaee"

ua,kxng speechee, sbowlng thelr relloen ùaønLLng the eyes of, thE:

ignorant wfth the sfgbt of thelr Barehnents aad' eeale' anfl re}eaeeü

peoplefromallsortsof,voweanÖpard.o&e.Lallnanneroforlmee'

t 
jt,

nJ I CenturYa Part 111

tor &ffi" Íney becane s¡rËcrgpplous Baå of eorruBt ways of l1'feo

JuEseranð i[.tq trsi¡rgl1sh Wayfarlng llfe Xlïtb'

ChaP 11. P 5Ll.
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t/ Ehey pasged. thelr llvee ln unÕofng wbat the rear oLergy d,fd.,
r.

aaÖ tbat without profit to anyo¡ùe but themselv"uj* the pard,olrersi

thue unü1d, the work of the parlsh prleete, unclenul¡eð thelr authorft¡i
usurped. tbelrfrlvfleges, ancl poeketeÖ thefr d.ues¡ and. f¿evltaþle
etrlfe soon sprang up betweea tbe two cIaEB€Êir

traaglaað glves a d.eseription of the parclo.aer, preaeblng to ühe

people, lazzLlng, the lgnorant wftb his fise worcl,s anü sealetl
parohmenËr ee1L1ng absolutlon for gold whieh eaableü, bin to lfve
a vlcfous llf,eo

rtllhere peroheÖ a parcloaere as he a prest Bere,

Brougbte f,ortb a bulle wtth b,lsbopes seleen

A¿ð eelüe that h¡6*sr15 uyght aseoflen ben aIIe
0f falsheå of fastyng of vowes ybrokeao

I¿eweel mea leued hy¡n we1 and. lyked. his worðes,

Come¿ ql knglyay to klsss¿ his bullae¡

He Þoncbeit, hen witb bls breuet and. blereö here e¡¡'ss,

. AÀd. raag:bte wtth hls ragtran ryng€s aaÖ broebes.

thns thoy geuen here golê glotones to kepe¡

.Enô leueî¡b suoh loseles that lecherye hauntenE

f "P. the lll Þ prologue 11 68*T?)

fihen tbe foLlow€rs of Meeit anù Saleehood. were SentgÉ, gral ltibæ

fled, tbrougb lan,ee, b.ootect at from all slües* the Bard.o&ers wêro

the flrst to rescue the fugitlve.

I rrussera,adl J.iIo nane;rlsh wayfarlag llfe r.[r,th. Gentnryn Part l].1
Cbap. 1l P. 5å.lr
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lhey had. pity oa bln and. took bf,n Þoæe nith tbeno
trEhey wesshen b¡¡n aad. w¡peit h¡m anü woacLen hyn in eloutes,

¿"¿ seate Þ¡m witb eeles oa eoncla3i,eE to chereheen

ånù gå.f parcloua for peas pouaiLm€l aboutelf

I *P. the tl B pass Ile LL ?,zo-2,'àz.I

w,hen 3lers cleserlb.eù to the pilgrlms, the õiffleurties to be

eneou¡¡tered oa the way to the abotte to St. llruth, eJrù the vlrtues
!,eoeasary to galaad.ulsslo¿ to the dlwelll.ngo

rBy eeyat toulerj quoù a parclonere, úperauenture I þe poughte

knowe therer.

I will go fecehe uy box wlth

bfsboBes lettresf
qy brenettes ancl a buLle wlth

(ttP. the Plt B paso v. 11 648*9 )

Palmers.anð Pllgrine.

'rln splte of tbe tale¡t of the physiclansn eoothsaÍÊrsr anúL

gorcerers, there were nE1aðf,es rbiab resisted. the beet lemeclfesn

a¿d. ln this os.se a Ba.n'pronised. to go on pllgrlnage, or to have

binself earrfed. there, to beg for h1s surE8 I
Certaia shrlÄes woulÉl -oecome popuS.ar for a time through

reports of mlraoles bavlng happenecl there. Others wgre perpetuelly
popular¡ and. the most ¿oted. of tb.ese were Our laùy of Walsfngba,m,

anct $t. Ihomas of Canterbury. on the course of a Jou¡qEeJr to a,

shrlaer all ranks of sooiety nfaglecL togethetr" Mogt of the pilgrÍns
were slnoere in their fafth, and. wh.en they reaebed. the shrínen

.Iusserancl J'.J. tt¡lngl1sh Tfayfariag llfe XlVth. tentur¡i' Part 11]-

ghalo Lllr p g58.''

i
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prayeÖ ferrently and went gwgÍ co¿soled. But maÃy weat sinply to
gatber üoiley, oü to eajoy the pleasures of the journey. rt wes

thls latter attltud.e whiah led refomere to d.enounae pllgrfnages,
wbich they eoaeefvecl as a& eneourÉgemeat to laziness a¿ô id.1e

wand.eriag.

Before leavlng a shrine, the plrgrlns bought med.ars or
lmages meðe of pevøter or lead., &s renembrances of their journeg,
aaô they s:ewed. these fn conspfeuous places orr their garmentsi

apart from tbose who mad.e occasfona] iouraeys to sone

shrlne, there was a orass of men whose professloa it was to
make pirgrlulges. Bhese ren were the rprofesslonal pllgrinst
or'tpalmersr. [he1r wbore rife was spent in travelrlng from

oae ehriae ts another, and,, having no trarle; they liveö by

begging. [hey carriecL a etaff, a bag for provfsioae, a¿cl wore

* great nuuber of ned,ale ancl iruages on thelr garnoente. Ia
exehaage for aLms, they told. of'wond"erful thfngs seen and. hearô

1n Ölstant $,anùe. .rlnd. as every one who reiuraeit from these
pll'grinoages tolù marvelloae ta1es, tbelr veracf.ty was not toubteet

by iihe useduoated. a¿d. cred,uLous.

[he shrines on the Contlaent whicb attracted most Engllsh
pilgrims foere those at C.ologne, Paris, a$d Our lad.y of Roeamaclour

in Guyenae, and. St"James in Galfcla, $paln. Ror¡e was famous for
relics,, anÖ nearly every obj ect meatioaed. fn the Gospel was reputed.

to -oe tbere.

the rpalmers was a professional pllgrim vuh.o had. visfteel
Jerusalemr anð ss a d.lstfnguishlng nark be èarried. a pal.m of the
Ëoly ra¿d. o¿ his should.er¿ But as 1n nearly all tbe relfglous
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elasses of the tíme, there Tuere many false pilgrlms. Many

peasants, to esce,pe from rheir masters, started. off as if bounü

on a ¡rllgrinå$ê, and never returned.. Many others used. the pf-lgrlms
staff as a.a excuse for aa icLle llfer å.nd. galned. their llvelibood.
by beggiag.

lenglanû.attests tbe poptuartry of pilgrrufrffinen ne

makes hÍs throng of repeatant siaaess vow ts ðo pef¡alrce by seek-
lng the shrine of st.ÍEruth. .&t the sane tÍne, he aoad.enns the
custom by the d,eseription he gines of the palmer. [he pilgrfms
wanclered. arounù searchlng fËr the wey of st.llruth, anù coulõ

f1nÕ no one to ölreet them* at lengtb they met a lns,rlrre

rAtr¡psraill-eù &s & peyr¡m fn folgrynês wgsêr

Ee bare a burtlcun y,bouaôe wlth a brot[e J.fste,

. In a wfthere¡mcLes wfse ¡rwouad"en abouterr
f *P. the P. fio B.p8ss Y. llr 5Ë5-5)

Ee earrileù a bowl and. a bag, anù wore hunôrecl,s of sfg:ne of gfnai,

Gallciar Rome, anð a1l the other sh?lnes whlch he bad, v1sl.ted..

fhe pllgyåns askeÃ him wlrere he ca,rne from, anô his reply was

FEran Sy-na¡rf he seyÖe taÀú fra,u owre lord^es sepnlcre;

ïa Bethleem ancl la Bab,ll'oyne I haue ben i¡¡ bothe,

Ia Emoaye, la'Äll.s"und,re ln many otb.er' plaoes.

Te may se bi ny signes that sltten cÃ rnya hatte,

[hat I .tø,ue v¡a,tked ful w¡i'd.e fn ¡rete. anel fa cl:rye,

Âatl sougbte God.e se¡nrtes for ny soules heJ.rhËo(*P. the 3.F. Bop&gs Vo 11. 4gg-8ï
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Bhe pflgflms askett thf.s treveller anð seeker of sbrlnes if he

eoulö ù1rect them to $t.[ruth¡ But this salnt was unTrnoïe.n to blm.

*Say, so ne goð helpetrr selÕe the gone t?¡arnê'

FI eeygb Äosere palmere wlth plke ¡¡e wfth eerippe

.&xen after h¡m er til aow ln thfs p1aceil.
(tt3. the Po6. B.p&s6 V. L1.54i}'*g)

|[wlce the Boet e5presses the opinlon that ChrlEtlans augbt ralbÞ,er:

to praotlse aharlty at hone than to seek d.fstaat eepnlehreer

Reaso& vowÊ that wben be rules tbe lanù, hê w111 have

no pity
Ë[yf seynt .Iame be soubt t&.er poure syke lyggen,

' In prfsoas a&d 18 Booro coteE for pllgr$E8,ges'to Rouet

Ëo that no¿ go to Gal,ge bote It be for euere¡r

(*P. the P.fr. trP&sË Tr 1I.1QZ-4)

Iuagfnatlven tooo preacbes the superforltg of cbarlty above all
otber vlrtues, aaù aÕvlses ren of rellglous orôers to obeg tbelr

rules fnsteaû of naklng pllgrlne$êso

ñEfght so, lf thow be rellglous re.a.a,e thaw neuere fertber

Eo Roue ne to BOehemad.ore but as thl reule tecbetb"

.&pd. hqlëø ,üher vnit,er oberlyeace that__hefeh weyjs'to bEneae".
fiP. the P.Ë. B.PaeE XIL. 1I.96å81

Itr rhe throng: fn the Ìfialó full of folkr were some of

thsse professfonaL Bllgrims nbo bað visited. üffferent shrlues,

qnô. had. oome baek üo lmpose upoa erEd.ulouo people by neaas of

tbeûr talee of marvelloes anù luposslble Eclveatures abroatt.
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FPllgrl.ne arcl ¡lalmers plfghtecl bou togld.ere

8o. Ee&E segat ila,mee anü ee¡mtes ir¡ Rome.

Ehef went fortb Í¡¡ here we¡r wfth Barly wlee ta1es,

Anð bad.ü.en I'eue to lye al äere lgf a.fter,

I e*ig¡b somrne tbat sefil.e¡¡ thel ba.Ét ¡rsought seSmtes.¡

8o eehe a tale that theJ, to3ü,e bere toago wa$ teryreit to Iye,
tr[ore tba¡ to eey soth ft Een¡eô bf here epeofe.r

ún3, tbe P.E. Erprgo 11o46-52)

. Eermitsr

TInLl&E tbe reel.uoes of fomer tfnes, the he¡mttE of tbe

14th tentury selðom retfred, to the sol.itad,e of cteserts o¡ of

foreetE. M$st of then l1ved. fn aottages Þ¡r the hlghrotd,e, o¡i at'
the eorners si brlôgee, a¡ö Llyeð on tbe cbarfty of tbe paes""e þyÍ
Ehos.e wlro l1ve{ by a brfüg:e w€re supposed. to keeB thfa eöfflae andl

fts ohapel fn repalr; anct as this repafrlag of prùbLfe bfghwqye
l

rs&s regartlscl es a ¿ob].ç wsrk of oharf,tyn al.ns were f,reol¡r giveg
6for the perpose by tbe ¡,assers Þy.t But 11&e na¡ry anqther eo-calleat

relfglons elass of tbe ðay, they neg:lectetl thelr tlutÍeE eaô llved

a Life of &¡poerleyo üShey Ewellod t¡þe auuber of paraefteå of tbe

relfgfous eðlffee, sheitertag uaûer the rellglous haÞlt a lffe
tbat was not so.4

ty Earsrreað ü.dI. Ë'Eagllsn Ëayfarlng !1¡Íe ÏtTth Centnry- Pei'tl. Ghapoll'.

?!;rnrô,tftátrútÍP.1ã? 0hap.11. P.L58.
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It wae Eoo¿ aBparent tbat tbeee lctle, aaö. oftç¡r vlef.oue Esã. werÊ

a nerlaee to tbe Churoä. and. to socfet¡r et large. ogole*tl fcteritfet.+
fone auit rf.goroqE preecrlptloas Eefe aet wantfng; theEe east üsw
heaðe whicb €ver roge agala. lEo beaome a beruit a uaa must be

resoLveü, on ar exenplary lffe oS nlserles ancl prfvatlons, ancL, that
imposture nlgbt be lnpossfble, be nuet bave epieaoBal ee"reetfon,

tbat f6r poasess rteetfmonlal letters from the orù L*=yrÍ But

tbeee rUIEE were brokes contÍaually, aad. tbe lffe Ef rhe bernit,
wbo ðfô ¡ro work, baö no reopoaelbtlltfeE, aað llveÕ oa eluÊ,

tenpteil Egny l"&Le charaoterso Ebe etatuteg elasseô bermlts,

ercept, tbose wbo l1veÕ aE true be¡ufts ancl poeeeEgeÕ tbe ttstfnollel,
Iletters, ae beggars aaö vagabonclE who were l1able to lnprlso¡mentra

É.ê, statnte Llke this pfovos gr¡ffisiently that treaglaad. d.f'ö not

exaggeratE lu hÍs eloguent d.esorfptlon of the 1,1fe'o,f bennltE¡ bfs
veras ls but tbe eonÍreutary on the Law'.9 flbe poet hae ao wsrtL of
reBroaeh f,or those slnoero reelueee wl¡À lfve truLy rellgloue livesr

'Ebe¡e were sone of, these 1¿ the notley throag i.n the rflel-ö full
of fgl*r.

:Iq 
prayere a¡rô fn peuaaee puttaa heu uan¡re,

AX for l'sEe ef, owre lorcle lyueêeu. fnl etreyter

In hope for.to haue heue¡rteãe bllsse¡

ås *nereE; an(L benaftEe tbat hol,üen Þ,ea fa bere sellee,

4nü eouelten nougÈt 1¡ aogtre to Èalrøn atoet,

8or ao lltserous l1fIoûe her LSrkam to p1ese.Ë
{EBr the P.F¡ Boprdr 11.8.5-ã0}

t 7 Íussers¡cl, t.J. sEngllsb ÏÍayfarlng Dlfe IlVth 0enturyB Part I. 
*iä;"

5 rbtd. Part trir Ohap.ll¡ F.140.
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But fa nore than o¡.e p&ssage he ceüsures the fdle, worlüly a¿d

ooruupt hornqlts. rlx tbe sa¡¡e motl.ey throng, there wêrer-

rEernite¡ on Fn beep wlth ho&ed, staues,

Wenten to Wal¡raghe¡¡ aacl bere weJrches a.ftor;

ërete lobyes antt laage that Loth woro to sw¡u&e,

ClEtheùoa heø fn copfs to ben Enowoa from othere,;

ô shopea heu beremlteg here egs to haugço
(oP. the P.E. B..pf,or 11.55*?!

.qJrehorltes were eng¿g the iðle pilgrlns 1a search of
$to8rutb, who reJuseü tü help Piers aað to gaig thetr breaù by

honest tofll But when teu¡rorarily eubctue(t by the frarsb itûe1Bllae

of Euqgerr-
sA,¡¡ beep of d,eren{ües baatea hen spacles,

Ând ketten here coÞes anö courtples heg naöe,

Aåd. weaten e.E wertsomen wlth spaûes and. wlth. shoaeles,

Anú d.oluen aad. d.ykeüen to d.ryue eweye hung,err.
f qP. tbe P.F. B.páss V1.ll.1gg-61

langlaatl says Eoly Writ tells of her¡oits 1n the early ðayslw]ro

weat off by themselves aaËL Llved. ln cleeerts or foreEts. [hey

begged, from ao 0-116o 3lrd.s brougbt fooù to Eone of theur Paul¡

the flrst hernlt, shut hlnseLf up wbere none mlght see himo. Otbers

toflôÈ'wlth thelr baad,s to ea,rå thelr llvellhooð.

.f "eterc the PLowtra.aÇ. [ext 3. pass W. 11.õ-å0
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In the parèon sent to Piers by St.lruth, Hhol¡'r hermífs receíve
1l

tbe same pardon as the plowuaa himself í But those'are not

lnalud,ocl who ðwell by the. highwgys or B,!ûong brewersr ar wbo beg

1n churches. llhese are rçlollersfr anð d,ra¡rlatches, aod. oovet al}.

tbe thlngE such as riahes anù honours, whlch hoJ.y hermite clespfse.

Fon¡er bermlts ôwelt by themselves fn tbe woocls, aad. were feð by

bfrùs, or haô foocl brought to them by their klneuen. [bese were

Learaecl me¿ aaô were of good. llaoageo and. they forEook laad., power,

qnô bod.1l¡r lururlesr But tbese hermfts who Ilve by the hfg¡hw.aye

were f,ormerly laþourErs ancl appreatiees who aband.oneõ. thefr wor&

anö clon¡ed. relfglous gar¡oents fn orÖer to llve lotle anô loose llves.
ttAnd. ryght so sothlyoire gucb Danere eremytes

trolten egeû tbe byleyue and. lawe of holy oburche.

For boly churobe hotetb all ¡caaere puple

EncLer oÞeðlence to bee and. baxu¡¡.to the lawe.r
loP. ihe P.Úr C.p&$s I. lIo?1?-ZÊ'OJ

[he herüI.tsr, lnùeed,, may be salö to be tbe very flrst elass to be

crftfcfzeð, by tranglenðo Bor on the'May 'mornlng wäea tbe òreamer

went out to wa¡rd.er ld.ty suoag the lûalvern Ellle,
¡rI ehope me 1¿ e.broed.es ae X a sbepe were,

.fn habfte aE a¡l heremlte uahol¡i' of workes"

üe¡t wyd.e ln thfE world wonôres to bererÉ
f oP. tbe Po B.pro" ll.r?*41

t, nP1""* the llownan|

') r¡r¿

t.
l.

llext C.

fext ê.

pa,ss

pass

r.18?.

1.188-ÊIõ.
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Chapter T1. Poen ås e ElEtorlcal a¿û Bolltic&l Docunent.

Ebe B. text of the poem hss: several all*Eloas to

contemporary polltles. wbich refleet the confl1cts of the Latter

part of Eôwqrd. 1.11 re1ga. lEhe war wíth Franoe broke out egaln

1n 1555, thougb the eonmons would. wlllfngly have acce¡rtetl a
t-

Lastl.ng peaaeí the vlctory of Peltlers Ieú tc the Peaee of

Bretfgny la 1ã6CI, by nhlch mor6 thatr half the proviaoes of Franee

rrere sed.eü to nngtaaô'l BuÉ tbe ravages of the free eompa,afes

ln Franoe createô there & r¡eïr sptrrit of unloa anù patrlotlEn;
'by L87Z Little wes left to Unglanô but ts¡rileaux antt Oal.af.si 

-.

$Els Later refgn was cloucleËl b¡r strlfe andl omens af coml-nþ storn"|
queec Philtppa ô1ed. frr 1569¡ beseefortb the trnfamous 4.1Íee Perrers

t^

rulecl at court al.urost opeatyi lhe klag wa.s coutpletely *å,Õ,er her

fnfluenee. She sguanôereð. hls weaLth anù perufttecl her favoorlteE

to pJ.unùer tbe magaon? Ebe öeath of tbe Black Prince ö¡ .ïune I'bh

Lg?6 Left 8:[ebard,n a" bo¡r of tenn hâ1r to the throne.

guob was the state of affalrs tbat led. Ianglan(|. to fnsert

ia the Br text the notBble fabLe of the ¡¿f,*pa.rlfa,neuto .lL erowö.

of raüs and. nloe (ty¡rftyfng the h,urgesses anö Lower cottonspt"É

to cllseneE their grievances. there ruas s. court cat whlch sgme anong*

them at w111 a¡cl causeô them 
_great 

trouble.
ÉFor d,oute of clyuerse éred-es we dar nougbte wel loke;

|[raiô; E.D.rt$ocial Eng1and.tr Chap. 1i'1. P.150.

tra1l, E.D.tr$oclal England.rf Chap. Ï[VoI.11. 3.151.

Davls, J.Br rrla.nglaacl¡ Plers PloumanF.t&ap. P.LK.

Ëkeat Ìï.I{. ffWillla¡a tranglands Siers ittu pto"t"nï VoI.11. Po19.
tí{6'
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.ånô zff we grueche of his gaJnen he wll greue us al,le,

0raaehe tr$r or elowe us a¿ô Ín bis clocltes hol.üe,

lhat vs lothe¡b the lyf or he lete vs B&ssrrrItP. the P¡n. B. prêr 11.15L*'5)

fhea a renouned. aat &rose and. made a suggestlon.
ttl haue yseln seggestt quod. he trin the slte of troad.on

Berea blghes ful bright abouten h.ere aekkes,

Anô some colers of erafty werk; unaouBled. thel wend-ea

Botbe in wareiae and. fn waste where hen leue 1yketb.n
I tt3. the I. E . B¡ pro o 

- 1I. L6 0*5l

If these wore bells on their coltars, men nlgbt know

whea they were coming.ancl ooulô rua &w&So ånd. if a belt were hung;

upon the neak of the oat, everJrore eould. teIl when the agt was

angryr and. keep out of hls way. fhe rets agreecl to, this proposal

anô.bought the bell: but there wÊs ro.ne a,mongst tb.em that ilarecL

beag 1t on the csi¡s nook, for the realms of Fraaoe ancL EnglanÕ+

lhen a learneù uouse stüod. up anil spoke sterulyr
rEhough we cu1leiL the catte yut shol-d.e ther cone ånother,

fs eraceh¡r rs aad. a1 ow¡re kyaðe thougb we eïepe vnôsr benches

.For-thl I eonseil].e alle the conmune to Iat tbe catte worthe.

â,nô be we neuer so bol.d.e pe$ym to shewe;

For I herd.e ny sfre s.eyn is Êeuene yere yp&ssedf

fhere the eatte 1s a kltoun pe eeeúte 1s ful elgng.Ê
(nn3. lhe 3.rr. Bo proo 11.185*19S)

Ehe ratb themselves aeeù to be kept 1a ord,er, be says;

the cat wíll sometimes catoh rabblts, anô meanvuhile they w111 be

safe: 1f the cat were aot ther'e to overrule them, coafusÍon

woulcl resuLt.

!r31ers the Plow¡o€ln. Ît
[Piers the Plowmanrt.

pror 1L.L51*5. rr3iers the Plorru&.nH. B. pror
pÍo. 11.160*5. trtr. 185*190.

E.
B.
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".tot better is a lltel Losse tha¡ a longe sorweù

lhe ¡oase g,ûoage us alle though we mysse a schreweo

I'or nåay naårrus malt we ¡nys wolùe d'estruyet

¿:rd. also ye route of ratones reacle nennes olotbesn

Nere tbat eat of tbat aourte tbat cax, nolJv you ouerlepe;

3or hail ye rattec yowre wille ye coothe noughte reule
SOW39-S€1teil.(tt3. the P.tr. B. PfQo 11.J-95*?00)

Ehe reat of the courtt is Eclward, 111, aad. the'oompLaint

fE against the trounies ln the klngÖom èuring the latter part of

the klngrs relgn. }ut the wlse ûouõe s.alû tbat to gei; riù of

Eilwarcl wor¡Ið mean glving the throne to the boy Bloherü. fhls

wouLcl mean trouble for all; anÕ lbe lower olfl,sses themselves

neeöeù a strong hand to keep tbem fa ortler¡ fl,he wlsùom of thé

tsouse¡g word.s w&s sooa proveðr &[warù üfeð ln Lã?7 and R1char.Ö

eueeeed.ed. to the throne Et the age on ten. In f,our years the

peaseå.tqs Revolt broke out: the power was noìfl fn the handls of

men vcho wlsheÈ to rule for the,gooô of the kiagúoun aow wrestecl

from tben Þy anahftlous lorös wbo sought thelr own aôvaneement.

Il¡ a¿swer tO Frofesso.r Manlyts Assertion i¡bat the

sseggesr wlth brlgbt oollaxs referreÔ to d,ogs antl not me&r !fif,o

shambers repl1es, FBut !d so, what lS the pOlnt Of the meatfon of

tbe City of troJxùon? gne neeù not go,ito Ï¡ondon to see å. d.og wearl,ng.

"n a, collarr Surely tbe ref ere¿ge 1s to tbe, offielal d'ress of the

great clty nagietratesr* Bayors ancl masters, knightc anü squlres,

anÕ tbe humour lles ln the rate taklng these offlcLals for what

they åre, ðaAgerous beas'fl, who pre¡¡ upon ihe eommoowealth.
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Oql,y by thls lnter¡rretatlon oaa we get alry sense out of .!n th"e
¡

City of Eoniloat, or a,ny hunour ont of the whole passager.T

And. ÉiS langlanô eleElrhere 'represents practieally all
of,flciaL alasses as belng,eorrupted. by Meecl, we must suppose that

he ãere gefers, to those rseggesr as a; nenaìce to the interests aaú

oafety of the poorô

Ia the trial of llaùy lfieeü at Ïlestmiaster, eevera]-

referenees are- naÕe to hfstorlaal, eventbÕ

$onseienoe, fn aoEuslog Meeü of 'bÔi¿g responslble for
nany crfmes, d-eelares to the klngt

Ëlow¡e f'aèer ehe felled. thocff fals bihestetl.
(ttP. the 3.r. BoPRss lll'. 1.1¿61

Meeùrs reply,
r$or ku1Leù I neuEre rro kjrage ne eoaseflleõ ther-afterü.(t3. the P. r. B.pass 111. L.1Ù6 )

proves that the reference ls unfloubteôly to tbe murÖer sf

EüwerÈ 11. after he haû been d.ethro.aed. througb the oabeniag of

eueen Isaþeltra aad. the unsert¡pulous aaü anbitLous ![ortiner.

!&eeú, ln her ðefenoe, d'ealared' thet lt rÛas through tbe

aöviee of Conscleaoe i¡hat lhe king l'ost'tbe realm sf tr'ranee.

rln Sornaaðye was he noughte noyeð for q¡r sake¡

.&e tbow tbl-self pothely sha,meôest h¡u aften

, t 0nope t¡1.rto a &aba¡¡ for eold. of thl aaf.lles:n
(-4

teaöest that wyntre woldle haue lasteð etrereo

.*,nd dred,d.eEt to be clecl for a ù¡tu, elouila

.Ånf, hied'est honewarð f,or hunger of thf womberro
("pI the P.F. BopaeÊ 111. 11.188e194

' .W. artlole Ln rrPlers lLowu yF P.l?.'¡ Charnners' R.W. artlale Ln nPlerg llolrnan Ûotttrovers,
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çCowerillf.ehe úhow, toassfense eo.asell.Eðest h¡m thea¡1es,,

llo leuer äiE torëesblp for a litet siluer,
Bbat fs tha rloheslç rewme that reyü,e over hoseth'.

f 'P. the-3.n. 3rpåsr lIL. Llrä05*?)
r:he alluslon is to the warE la sorraaily anö to the

Peaee o¡ tsrei;ígay 1a lã60, by nirlob EÕwarö l1l. renouroed. bfs
elafn to the thro¿e of Sr*nae aad. restoreô Êome of bls conquestso

lfbe Sreaeb klag nac Eúwarct t a prfsouer, arel ü&e Dauphla agrsed. to
p&r 5r00or0CICI erowae of gold, for the rånsoû of hfs fatber¡
Éfihe sEf,f,erlags of tÞe Eng3.lsh l¡ täalr prevlous retreat from

Paris to 3reËegae were rrery great, aacr they eneou¿tereel a noet
ùreaôful ten¡est r6ar Charüree, Elth vlol.ent wiad. ead. heavy bafl.
Eence the al,IsElo¿E J.n the text to ¡h,e soXdl,, to tbe l.engtÞenfr¡gì

out ef wÍ,ater tfll Mstrr, to tha ,ô1m elouel., a¿ü to the f*nlqe f,r@ts

wå1sh übe eeu¡r sufferecl,, .. . . .. .., r&eed. angg,es.ts thçt, lne$ead, of
€xeeÍlng moa.e¡rr Büw¿rê Ebould. ãsve foregoao ltr. or eve¡¡ paiô so6e,

ts Eeetrro to hl.nseIf tbe nfn¡Oon of FraaoseË 7
.&t tbe ead. sf 'tbe t¡rfel,, the &lag gxew a¡¡g¡ey ruith l[eeal

for the evlls she causecL, anù wfth tbe I'ar for Í.tE eorruptlolreo

Ec d.6e1arcÄ

Ë&e regçua sbar rekcne wft! you yff, r regna en¡r wbile'.(*P. ths ?.ü. B.pass-lV. LI.?g)
the ooaðlt1sn ext ressodl ehows that Eilward. oaà gr"*r¿g o1Õ aqd,

Eae¡ç bfnEel,f to be near tb.e eaù of hfs lff,er

the ffret years of ltloherd,s relgn were flllsd wltb tÞe

otruggleo sf narloug faeÊlons rúfch trleil to gorrera tbe young kiagr
a¡¡d, througb hlan the kfngoome llbe eyeats of these ¡regrs fe.g. the

Peasante Revolt anö tbe tses,ns taken to remed.¡r tbe labor tronbJ.es|

/ -ohOZ':4" 
,Øà*, 

/*.,7r^,ø' 2-,^.á. 2,'"***"/. Ør. 4 +F
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ee¡red' to show tbe lroa¡raafty of the tslagDe uneles, of the baronage,

aað of the eommoagr Ia 198? Rfohard, med"e an atteapt to rule es aE

absolute noaarcbo llrfe wae f,rustrated. by the lorüs .åppellaat, f,lve
Lsrðe who plaeect thenselveE at tbe äeed. of, parlla,meat, overthrêw

aad. baalsheõ, RLeherd,re frleaüe EnÖ aclgfEeren Suff,olk anct Tere, aa&

oh.oee the &iagrg cou¿cll. suffoJ.ts, foererly Ds le po].e, Þad. beea

relse{L to the p6ere.ge from the merebant elasõo Ee baô ao

synpathg wlth the fgetfoqe beroaag:o aacln realle,iag tbe fnoapaelty
of baroae ancl comßtas oLfke" haet trfed. to restore ord.erl¡, gorêrne

uent fn ÞngLaaê Þ¡¡ etrengÉbe[1ag the ro¡ira1 preroga,tive: for Eloå.arû

w&s a promielag bog +nil Eemeil to be rleçeLoÞf¡¡g all tbe gooü

gualltles of his father, tbe Black Prfuaee. l[he rule of the Iorü,E

.ûglpelteau provecl aaEatlefactory anö cleepoüfe¡ so a,t the age of
fuEenty-f¡see ltl.obercl, asEuueü the g'overagaatn d,lsuf,sseü. the coarref,I

cb,ose¿ for him, aað ehese .hlr osa. Ee recalleð Íobn of Qau¡t fæm

Castfle to be o.ae of bfs etrongest eupBorters a¿d. pnotectore. tr'or

ten years he rulerl geletlyn but uas preparlng to sej.ze *utoeratfc
poï$err wbtab be d.10 fa 159?o Ee sheil very llttIe blood., aad.

oannot be oaLleËl eruel or thriftfessÍ Els fall' wae clue ts his
val.n boà.stlng of hls power, hle petty faterf,Erenees wlth the

llbertles of hls subJects, bis flis of passÍon, e¡rl seaseless aste
4.of taJustlEe to men of ml¿or lnportaaceí Ele subjeets felt that

tbefr llvee anð property wEre nst safe uqtler hfE rulø, and. tbat be

One,¿. C¡ r$be Politleal Elstory of Eng1anùw Tol.lF. CbapoYlo Pc151
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wÐs ¿ot Eerely alming ai reve¿ge otr hlE O1ô fOee, t.he lord.s
Appe1J'ant, bnt at the exeroleingl of a freakieb. t¡i'rann¡' of Ehle&
every man woulü be tae vretrnl! I¿ 1598 Rlebarô banlshed. Eeary
Bolfag:broke" Eoa of .rohn of Êaunt, anû sorfor&, tuo of the fo¡6er
trords .é¡rpellaat, but ¡¡ow hls supportere* .Iob¿ of G*unt rtfedl ø¡r

the L6th of Februsrtrlr tgggr aaô RlEharð telzeit hÍs lancts"
Boltag:broke retnr¿ect to elalm hls estateE anü laaðoit ln Eagla¿È
whlle the &lng was abseat fn lrelanÕ. Ma¡y supporterE floekcü te
hls sta4clarelo Rlobartl, who eor¡I.rl elso havo eonrvrs.4:ðed. naay

eupporters, scg,reely oppoeed. blm, ancl oa s€ptonber ãgth, rãgg,
slgneô a fo:mal rleed. of ¿bðlcetloao

fbe C.text of çPlers; Slowmann, wr'ltte¡t gear the e¿cl of
Rfehard.re refgn, coatalas o¿e or tuo alruEfonE to the &iag:rs

uapopularltyo In Coascleacets f,lrcllstne¿t of Eeed, at Eestnfaster,
thore are several llaes qüüed, ln the Co textc Wblle enuæeratlag

the evlls ulrleb'¡[eef, has causeû fa the rea1n, Goaeeienee ðeelargÊo-
EY,'aeyttyag Seffrauace bsre suetern aael hureÐE.6lnê,

Baue makeü el-noEt boto lfia:rle tbe helpe,

Ehat ao loað louEth the and yui leest thya o¡rsJreo'
úÉP. the P. G.paso. lVr 11.E,0Bc.ELO!

thlE ls thought by sono to be a referenee to Rlohartlts
npgopularlty af,ter he begea to rule es an abesrute monarchr

others thid( it alluôes to hfs guarrel wlth thE tronöo¡¡ers In Lggz,Ft¡nt,t,l

&ear c. r[he 3o11t1aal. Elstory of England.Ér T6I.LVO chap. Fl. pr1611
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{, . 8E mrEt suppose the Latter to be the c'sruoct fnterpretatfoan sa

Riahard. òfd. not ass.urae üee¡retla power unttl four JrÊa.rs after the
d,ete aseígned. to ïhe Eriting of tbe C. text. Ir LggZ, the Xo¿ôo¿

eftløene hgljl beea reguesteô to make e loan of û1000. to the

Exsheguer. 0a tbelr refugal to ûo Êor e troubarcl merohant aôvanc.erl

tbe money. Ebe enraged. oftfzens aeeeuJ.teð tbe merobantl anü lefÉ
hfn for d,eaô. .û,s e punlshmeat for tbts c[eeð, the nayor wÊs cl,aposecl,

anel the attl¡ens put out of the klngrs graee. lfbelr olð c,fvl.e

oonetltutj.on was on]'y restorecl through îbe nocilation of rlohJ¡ of
6au¡¡t ¡ the city was flaed. tLO .øggi\

fhe hatrs.ð of foretgnero, and. eopeelally of tbe mone¡t+

lenô1ng .Ïews aåd, lonbarcla, was at thls tlne lnteas.e; anð an¡i.

d,eeIlng wfth them eoulù only preJuùlce the hlng ia the mfnüe; of
!-,' bfs subdeets. Eenee the aüvfce of Cortscienee to th'e king egei.nst

tolerating usur3' aad. brlb@f,¡l'r

Ia lfeeürs d.efence of herseLf, when she in her turn

aæafgne toascieaoen tbe Oo text aðüs Ea&F l.laes¡ arroqg whicbn

thesa are supposérl to refer tô Rlahard..

:Cey'Ëfflyche 
thow, Coaeefeaee aoaeaileûlst the tVle lete¡r

In hEE eåenJrs hOad.e hys berltage sf Srauroêo

Tnconnyag: ys, tbat eonsele.Bce a kyagd.ome to sullen

lhat ys conquerTü thorw,eonuÃe h_e1¡r9...... r ¡. o r.Fo
(ttP. the P. êrpssÊ IY. 11.24Ë-5)

!narts. d[rF, slangJ.and.. Plers Plounnaatr. P.X],. Lrus'l"rtt)

! Onan. 0, rlhe Polítteal Ëlstory of EnglanöF. ToI.1Y. Chap. Y. P.liL
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¡ úI here note that üatslaghan fed[. 811eyr if, 1?0] seys that, trl
the year 158V, a Srenob Bessenger was eaugbtr olr u¡hom Ire,E fouaü.

a eompaatn bg wJrlob tbe king of Prs,noe was to buy Calafs aað the

acljaaeat country frou Ri.chard.n.'

In the B. anô t. texte, wltb the exceptío!, of a ehange 1n

. 
one l,lae, occurs thls p&sssger'

rrAn,ô thanne oomg the¡re a kynge anû bl bfs erow¡,e seyüe;

I a¡n kynge wlth e,rouaa the comune to reule

.ån0 holyklrke a¡d. el,erg:p'e fro curseü me¿ to ðefentler

Anö 1f me lalrketh to lyue b¡r the lawe wil I take ft,
lEbere, I na5¡ haetlokest ft bane for I ffi hed. ef lawe;

For Jre be¿ bnt membres and. I absee 411e.

Åndl sith I a,u yowre aLler heð I aE yowre aller belen 
j

'.:i ¿{,Ðê Eo].yeberçbc ehfef heLp anù cbfftalgne of the Goür¿oo

Áed, wlrat I teke of yow two I ta,ke j.t atte teehyage

OS rsplritus fustiolerfor I truggo yow alle;
So i **y balèely be bouselecl for I borwe neuere

STe oraue of uy oou¡urre but ee ny kyaðE asketht'.
rrXa conüÍcÍonrt, quod, Conselence"that thow &ofìåe clefend.e

t
.å¡rù rule thf rewme fa resoun, right wel., anð ln treuthn

Sake thow nay Ia resoun as tbi Lawe askethF.
(oP. the 3.w. Bop&ss å[I. LL.46?;;-4761

lbe l,ast l1ne, 1Â the C. têxt, reaclst

rllhan, that tbow haue thyn-askyng RS the lawe askeih.r
loP. tYre 18. C. Pass. TT11. L.48I)

Ël[he change 1s very glgnfffaant; in" ti.og 1s no lo4ger to teke, bot

to e,Êk for what he wants. 8leharð 11. was rapld.ly falllng fato
,/'i clisgraee*.L

/' rffi& ^

t Ê&eat. W.W. EW1Il1an I,englanùts rPlerg the PLoqmanrn., Vol.llç P.49r
'q, rbi¿ vol.ll. P.Ê75
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Se finù 1n text Do a reference to the Eunðrecl YearE antl the Pepal

W&f$,r

rIt 1s but a D1üor guodl thfs d.oetour ta c[ysouree tale¡

.61 the ¡rltt of thfs worlüe anÖ wight ne¡nes strengthe

tau nought co¡rfourne.rl ã" pees b¡Éwene tbe Bope and. hy's eoenys

Ne bltwene two Orietene kynges ean. no wlghte pees maket

Profftable to ayther pepler.
(oF. the P. Bopft$Ê X111. 11i1?åv6)

lEhe lnie¡:vals or' peace between Eng1aaû aåú Fra¿ce were

praotfcally arnea trueesr üar broire out afresh on the slightest

protrocatlono

langlanô maJces several references to the tlearthe anô

pestilenoes w.bloh cAuseÕ so mucb suffering ls Englard, f¿ tbe

latter half of tbe 14tb Centur¡r

Ë. 1t 1s nougbt .!fionge y¡rasseelt

fbere was a aarfu]. couuag wha4 no earte cam ts toune

Wlth þake breô fro: Stretfortb tho gen beggeres wepet

.Êad, ¡çerlsren were sgeste a L1tel, this wll be tboughte longer

In the üate of orsre Ôrygbte 1n a d.:rye -&ppr1le

.å, thousantle anÖ thre hoadreth twels thretty e'nd. teat

trfy wafres lboxe were gesea -wban Chicbestre was malref
(oP. the Pr Brpe,ss. N111. 11.Ë,65-71

e[uotatlons have alreaely been gfven, 1a whlob !,angland.

complains of the corruptioas tbat haÍB arlsen ln marrle$er aad. in

the training of ohilÖren Eslnee the lestllencer. Änù Reason

proveô to the people 1¿ tbe flelð
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*., . . .. rthgt thise peStflenoes Were fOr pUre Syn"agt

.go¿ tyt. sou.thwest wyntle on Saterùa¡i at eueåq

[ilas pertllehe for pure pryd.e anû for no poynt elles.ü
(rP. the P.E¡ 3.Pås$ V. 11.1ã*5)

slte Blaok Death reacbed. Englaafl la august, 1548e ancl
1.

ravageû the lanü uatlL the enú.of September, Lâ49! tr[he seeoad.

pestllenoe 1s the one to wlrlch 811114,n more lnmeô1etely altud.es.

It lasted. from .åugust lSthr 1561, to May ãrô , L6ø2.í''

Ehe rsouthwest lryacLe w allucLes to a vlolent tempest

whleh oceurreü oa .lanuary 15th, 1ã6e, wh5.ch was a Saturd.ay'

tr'aÞyan s&SS c+ trIs this rufll yere vpon the Õaye of seynt

trfanrycer or th; XV ùay of JalruarlÍ, blewe so exced'ynge A wyncle

I that the lyke therof w&s ¡.ot seen many yea.rs pê,sseû. EbiS

began about euensftng t¡roe Ln the Ssuth.rr Ee says 1t lasted' for
/

f ive d.ays.'

tîtb'

! Steat. W.Wç rtgi11lam 1a,nglaaðr'srPlers 'i;he Plomoe.nt% Vol.11. P.64
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Conclusion.

Befora aeceptfag the poem trliers the Þlowmanr as s,¡l

absolutely authentJ.c Ôescriptlo¡. of the manners anù morals of

the 14th, tenturyr wê must remember that 1t 1s the work of s'

reformer; anù belag suob, 1t æphaolses the èerker slcle of

human nature" anù th.rows out f,¿ boLfr rellef tbe slns &nù abuses

whfch t¡he poet wAg eaÖeavorlng to refor^m. Ehug" while he .

d.escribes vfvlùIy tbe law,'eorrupted- by bribertr negllgent

churehmen Eba¡rdloning their duties, the luxuríous rllEh heecLless

of the wants of the poor, rurcl the iù}e laborers too laay to

work for their l1velihood., he gives only occ&sionaL glimpses

of honest ûen sincerely 1nûeevouring to d.o thelr d'utyo lhe klngt

afterthe trlal of Meeð, resolvetl to rule hencefortb with

justlce anò reg"soa; the knightts efforts üo asslst Piers 1¿

malrlng the 1ùIe piJ.grúms work, thougb ineffectual, were siaaere;

pl.ers the Plowsran taboureö patlently and. steaö1ly, followetl [rutht

aad. supÞorteù the ühurchr tranglanù thus shows that among the

rulers, nobllltyr å,nc[. oo¡rlnon people, there Ìrere sttl1 some w'ho

were eernestly trying to f,uLflll their res?ons1bfllties to eg,oh

other" to the natloal and. to the Churah. Anô'so, wbiJ.e beariag

ln minù that tbe poem ernphasfses the vlces rather tha.n the virtues

of the ti¡oer we me.y justly coasiðer rt3íers Ûhe 3loE¡oanrt wlth Lts

d.escriptlons of olasses, customs, an& lnerÌi anü with lts references

tocontemporaryeventsrESoneofthemostinterestingand.

val,uable social anù hlstorlsal ùocuments fn Engllsh Llterature.
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