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ABSTRACT

Corrosion in reinforced concrete is a major problem affecting modern infrastructure. If
left untreated, severe damage may occur, rendering the structure aesthetically unpleasing
and structurally deficient. It is estimated that nearly líVo of all bridges in the U.S. are

deemed to be structurally inadequate and are in dire need for major repairs. The toll of
corrosion on the economy can be enornous; in a recent study it was estimated that the
indirect cost of corrosion is equivalentto 6Vo of the U.S. Gross Domestic Product. It is
therefore imperative that new and improved remedial measures be developed. In Canada,
the problem is equally dire; it is estimated corrosion affecting Canadian reinforced
concrete infrastructure will cost approximately $30 billion annually.

Corrosion of steel reinforcement in concrete is an electro-chemical process. The harmful
by-product of oxidizing iron is known as rust. This rust is several times larger in volume
than steel and results in the deterioration of concrete due to extreme tensile pressures.

Chloride induced corrosion is very common in coastal regions or areas where de-icing
salts are used. Once the chlorides have penetrated to the steel reinforcement surface, the
chlorides enter into a chemical reaction in which the natural passive film encasing the
steel reinforcement is broken down. Without the passive film the rebar is free to corrode.

There exist many alternatives in corrosion remedial measures, some of which are

undesired and costly. Depending on the circumstance, the degree of corrosion and the
importance of the structure, some remedial measures may be preferable to others.
However, the cost and effectiveness of the remedial work do not always reach the desired
level of protection. In fact, one of the most common remedial practices is known as

concrete patch repair and it often accelerates corrosion activity in adjacent non-treated
concrete. This phenomenon is known as 'ring anode' effect. The cause of corrosion
acceleration is due to electrochemical incompatibilities between the repaired concrete and
existing concrete.

Discrete sacrificial anodes are designed to prevent or reduce the corrosion caused by the
ring anode effect. Sacrificial anodes function by attachìng a more susceptible metal
(typically zinc) to the steel reinforcement, which in theory should render the steel into a

cathode, thus protecting it from corrosion. Sacrificial anodes are an attractive remedial
alternative primarily due to their low maintenance, low cost, and long life expectancy.

Sacrificial Anode A is a new generation protocol discrete anode, intended to provide
maximum protection to nearby steel. Presently, sacrificial anodes that are commercially
available only provide corrosion prevention or low corrosion control. The maximum
protection as deemed by National Association of Corrosion Engineers (NACE)



International is cathodic protection and it occurs once the steel has been polarizedto
levels above 100 mV. At this level, corrosion is virtually, if not completely, halted.

The primary objective of this research is to test the performance of the new Sacrificial
Anode A and compare its performance to sacrificial anodes already available on the
market. Reinforced concrete slab specimens, were equipped with the different sacrificial
anodes and were then exposed to various environmental and chloride conditions. The
specimens were monitored for half-cell potentials, cuffent density output, and potential
decay. After several months exposed to these conditions, results show Sacrificial Anode
A, was able to consistently out-perform the other sacrificial anodes. Cathodic levels were
reached on several occasions with polarization of the steel reaching well above 100 mV.
Results also indicated that Sacrificial Anode A was able to generate curent densities well
into the 2 to 20 mA,/m2 range required for maximum protection.
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INTRODUCTION

1.1 PROBLEM

Corrosion of modern infrastructure is a severe problem faced by engineers, governments,

and stakeholders alike. Its impact on society affects everything from the general safety of
the public to the economy of country. 

^2002 
study headed by the U.S. Federal Highway

Administration (FHWA) revealed that the annual direct cost of corrosion is estimated to

be$216 billion. This figure represents 3.IVo of the U.S. Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

This f,rgure reaches as high as $552 billion or 67o of the GDP, if the indirect cost relating
to corrosion is analyzed. It is estimated that of this cosl,30Vo is related directly to
cor¡osion in steel reinforced concrete structures 1.

There are approximately 583,000 bridges in the United States according to the National
Bridge Inventory Database of which, approximately 235,000 of those are constructed
using conventional steel reinforced concrete, and 108,000 are constructed using
prestressed concrete. Significant portions of these bridges (approximately ISVo) are

deemed to be structurally deficient due to coroded steel reinforcement. In other words,

these structurally deficient bridges can no longer sustain the intended load for which they
were designed. The direct cost alone to tackle the problem of these structurally deficient
bridges is estimated to be approximately $8.3 billion annually. This includes $3.8 billion
in replacement of the bridges and $2 billion each for maintenance and capital costs for
concrete bridge decks and concrete substructures, respectively2.

Canada's infrastructure is also deterioratin g al an alarming rate. Due to a lack of general

maintenance it is estimated the overall cost or rehabilitation to Canada's infrastructure is
approximately $125 billion annually, of which $30 billion is directly related to corrosion
in steel reinforced concrete structures 3.

Besides the monetary impact corrosion has on the economy, the safety risk to the public is

also a cause for great concern. Corrosion if left untreated can severely weaken a structure
to the point that failure may occur. Corrosion will continue to degrade our
infrastructures if no action in prevention and/or restoration is taken. There exist several

mitigation techniques that combat corosion either by preventing or reducing the rate of
corrosion. Many of these techniques, however, are costly and impractical. Despite these

techniques there is no perfect solution and thus corrosion continues to remain a major
problem. Therefore, it is imperative to continue research and investigate new techniques
to discover better, more practical, and cost-effective mitigation measures against steel

corrosion in concrete structures.

1.0



Introduction

I.2 OBJECTIVE

The primary focus of the research involves the testing and evaluation of a higher output
galvanic anode system (sacrificial anode) designed for cathodic protection of steel

reinforced concrete. The new system known, as sacrificial anode "4" is an enhancement

of previous galvanic puck-shaped systems designed for discrete protection, which are

presently available on the market. These older systems produce a lower level of current

output, often resulting in polarization of the steel that is well below cathodic protection.

Existing sacrificial anodes often provide minimal protection to the steel reinforcement
against conosion. Cathodic protection is deemed to be the highest level of protection,

able to virtually stop all ongoing corrosion activity. The degree of protection depends on

several factors such as: current output, exposure conditions, concrete resistivity, and

distance of anode to bars, among others. Important findings that this project will reveal
include:

¡ Current output limits
o Range of area protected
r Degree of protection
o Comparison to currently available galvanic anodes

The secondary focus of this project is to test a new form of galvanic anodes. Unlike the

puck shape anodes, these groups of anodes are much larger in size and their main

objective is to provide protection on a global scale. Therefore, these anodes are designed

to provide high levels of protection (cathodic protection) spread over a wider area.

Data collected from this research project will greatly assist engineers in addressing the

crucial corrosion dilemma that ìs constantly plaguing our infrastructure systems.

Therefore, it is imperative to understand the effect that this newly developed system has

on reinforced concrete in order to mitigate corrosion activity.

1.3 SCOPE

In order to fully comprehend the objective of this research project, it is first important to
have a good understanding of the fundamentals of the corrosion process. Therefore

section 2, discusses in details the electro-chemical corrosion process. The section also

briefly discusses the most common corrosion detection techniques as well as different
remedial techniques used in reinforced concrete.

Section 3 deals with the experimental portion of the research project. A complete

description of the test specimens (including geometry, constituents, bars etc) is discussed.

Next, a general explanation of sacrificial anodes is presented along with a description of
the anodes to be used in the research project. Section 3 also discusses several key factors
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influencing corrosion rate in reinforced concrete and how they are related to the research.
These factors include: chloride content, resistivity and environmental conditions. Testing
methods and procedures used are discussed next, followed by a description of the control
specimens and a tabulated test matrix summary.

Section 4 reviews the theoretical analysis related to the research. Based on past literature,
an in-depth discussion covering the effects of polarization is presented. It is important to
understand the theory behind galvanic protection so that proper analysis ofthe results can
be determined.

The test results and discussion are presented next in section 5. Tables and graphs are
used to present the results in a clear manner so that proper comparisons can be made. A
briefdiscussion on results obtained for chloride content and pH levels extracted from test
specimens "4" and the control specimens. A subsection of visual observations also
provide pictures of the specimens at the end of testing period.

Finally, the conclusions and summary of the findings are recapped in section 6.
Recommendations on future research are also presented along with some final remarks
regarding the importance of continuing research in the field of corrosion in reinforced
concrete.



2.0 BACKGROUND

2.I CORROSION PROCESS

Corrosion in steel reinforced concrete is an electrochemical process that is initiated by the

break down of the natural passive film layer (ferric oxides), which encases the steel rebar.

The passive layer is produced by the high alkalinity levels in the concrete pores (pH > 12)

and functions as a self-sustaining, self-repairing film, which protects against corrosion.
Therefore, as long as the passive film is intact, in theory, there should be no corrosion
activity occurring. The two main factors known to break down the protective film are

chlorides (Cl) attributed to deicing salts or marine environments and carbon dioxide
(COz) attacks, which generally occur in industrial zones. The full or partial break down
of this film is known as depassivation. Other factors that may influence depassivation are

the physical and chemical properties of concrete, the chemical composition of steel and

continual mechanical stresses 
o't. Although, corrosion can be initiated by carbonation

attack, this research only focuses on chloride attack.

In order for the corrosion process to occur, the following conditions must exist: a

o Electrolyte - a medium in which the flow of current can be conducted (concrete)
¡ Metallic path - steel bars
o Anodic site - location where electrons are released
¡ Cathodic site - location where electrons are received

The corrosion process begins when iron dissolves in concrete pore water, releasing
electrons from the anodic site of the steel. The following reactions are produced:

tll Fe -+ Fe2* + 2e-

12) Fe2* + ZCl- -+ FeClz

Following the initial reaction, electrons are dispersed along the anodic site, resulting in an

increase in electric potential. The electrons then flow to the site of lower potential known
as the cathode. Balance is maintained at the cathode where the electrons are consumed by
oxygen reduction. The cathodic reaction is described below.

t3l Il2.Oz + HzO +2e- -+ ZOH-

The negative hydroxide (2OH) ions produced at the cathode and iron chloride (FeClz)

produced from the anode migrate towards one another and combìne to form ferrous
hydroxide, Fe(OH)2, as shown by the following reaction:

t4) FeClz +ZOH- -+ Fe(OH)z +2Cl-

The ferrous hydroxide compound will react further to form the chemical by-product
known as "rust". The reaction is shown below.

l5l 2Fe(OH)z + L/Z'Oz -+ FezO: +2H2O

4
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The by-product Fe2O3, or red rust, has the same mass of steel but may have a volume
upwards of four times that of steel. This increase in volume causes a tremendous increase

in internal stress, eventually resulting in cracking, spalling and delamination of the

surrounding concrete. Therefore, corrosion affects the integrity of steel reinforced
concrete in two primary ways: first, the corrosion process eats away at the steel cross-

section reducing its strength; and second, the by-product rust leads to concrete

deterioration. It is important to realize that the above reactions are not the only reactions
capable of causing corrosion. It is also worth noting that oxygen and water are crucial
ingredients for the development of corrosion as shown schematically in Figure 1 

6'7.

Finally, it is also worth mentioning that "pitting" corrosion is simply a corrosion cell that
forms in a localized a¡ea of the steel. As the number of "pits" increase, they combine
together to create general corrosion. "Pitting" corrosion is usually generalized by an

accelerated rate of corrosion due to a lack of oxygen present in the anodic pit 8.

Chloride
contaminated
concrete

2.2 CORROSION DETECTION

Detecting and measuring the degree of corrosion in steel reinforced concrete before
further problems develop is crucial to maintain or extend the intended service life of the

structure. If corrosion is left unchecked, severe cracking or spalling may occur, affecting
the integrity of a structure. It is difficult, however, to detect corrosion immediately since

the steel reinforcement is embedded in the concrete. Apart from physically removing the

steel under investigation, which of course would be impractical and costly in most cases,

other means of detection are required. This is why most detection methods do not
directly monitor the degree of corrosion but rather the symptoms caused by corrosion.
One symptom in particular that often indicates the presence of corrosion is delamination.
Delamination refers to the gap that occurs after the de-bonding of the steel and concrete

Figure 2-1: Typical corrosion macro-cell process
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interface. This de-bonding is often a result ofthe expansion tensile forces ofrust against

the concrete, which causes the loss in bond strength. As a result, a gap is often formed.
There exist several corosion detection techniques used by engineers to aid in the

detection of corrosion in steel reinforced concrete. It is importanl to reahze most of these

systems are based on empirical or interpretational results. Techniques that rely on

detecting symptoms associated with corrosion can also be misleading since many of these

symptoms can be the result of other factors. For instance, delamination can also be the

result of freeze and thaw action. Bearing this in mind, a list of the most common
techniques along with the advantages and disadvantages of each will be discussed next r0.

2.2.1 Traditional Chain-Drag Test

This technique involves listening to the acoustic response of a chain beìng dragged across

the concrete area under investigation. The response for intact concrete will be a clear
ringing noise. Delamination will return a hollow or dull sound. The test has been

standardized by ASTM D 4580. This method is popular with technicians and engineers

since it is relatively simple and inexpensive when considering a small scale area.

However, when used on a larger scale, such as a bridge deck, the traditional chain-drag
test is often not feasible. The reason being, the cost of diverting traffic often outweighs
the simplicity of the system. Another shortcoming is that background noise (such as

traffic) could severely jeopardize the interpretation of the acoustic response. Also, this
technique does not have any modern data collection system; and therefore, it could be

tedious and frustrating marking all the areas of interest 10.

2.2.2 Automated Chain-Drag System

The automated chain-drag system follows the same principal as the traditìonal chain-drag
test, but instead the chains are mounted to an automated cart. High-tech microphones, a

data-acquisition system, and an onboard computer provide a real-time map of the

concrete area under investigation. The system is capable of locating and storing data

from the problem areas where delamination is detected. As with the traditional test, the

automated chain-drag system may also be influenced by external noiser0.

2.2.3 Electro-MechanicalSoundingSystem

This technique also focuses on detecting delaminations and follows the same principles as

the two previous systems. This system is automated but instead of chains it uses two
rigid metallic wheels that tap the concrete surface 33 times per second. Sonic receivers
are used to capture the acoustic sounds. Although this system is a recent edition of
ASTM D 4580-02 Standard not much has been published on the performance history.
However, ASTM does state that this technique is less accurate than the traditional chain-
drag test 

10.
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2.2.4 Impact-Echo Method

This technique was pioneered in the 1980s and relies on interpreting mechanically
induced energy introduced to the concrete, in the form of stress waves. These stress
waves are created by a steel impactor located on the surface. The stress waves pass
through the entire thickness of the concrete unless a flaw or irregularity in the concrete is
encountered, in which case, the stress waves are reflected back to the surface. A
transducer at the surface collects the reflected waves and an algorithm analyzes the data
to determine the location and depth of the flaw. The flaw may be the result of a range of
factors, including: failed overlay, improper consolidation of concrete, or delamination r0.

2.2.5 InfaredThermography

Infrared thermography uses the principal of diffusion rate to detect irregularities or flaws
in concrete. Passing a thermal front through concrete, irregularities will diffuse at a
different rate than the remainder of the concrete. This difference ìn diffusion causes
discontinuities in temperature and can be recorded with the use of an infrared camera.
Careful interpretation of the infrared ìmages are required to properly determine
information relating to the defect encountered. Delaminations can be detected but this
system still requires improvement for it to be an efficient tool for corrosion detection. A
major shortcoming is that the system is extremely sensitive to surface debris, such as oil
drippings and lane markings. Debris will generate a different temperature than the
surrounding concrete making it difficult to interpret the difference between actual flaws
in the concrete and the surface debris. Therefore, to obtain accurate readings, often the
impractical measures must be taken before testing. For instance, in bridge inspections,
the road will need to be closed for cleaning of the deck to eliminate any debris. Despite
the drawbacks, infrared thermography is standardized in ASTM D 4788 t0.

2.2.6 Ground-Penetrating Radar

Ground-penetrating radar (GPR) uses electromagnetic energy emitted into the concrete to
determine the presence of different materials. A portion of the electromagnetic energy
will be reflected back when encountering materials with different electromagnetic
properties. A radar antenna intercepts the reflected energy and the properties are
determined using electromagnetic energy and wave theory. Unlike the other systems
discussed thus far, GPR is capable of detecting various layers of flaws within the
concrete. This is of importance especially when dealing with multiple reinforcement
layers. Other systems simply detect the closest flaw to the surface and are unable to
detect any flaws underneath the first layer. GPR systems are also available on mounted
vehicles so that inspections can be done more efficiently. One major drawback of GPR is
the difficulty in interpreting the data and, the associated requirement for highly
specialized personnel 10.
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2.2.7 Half-Cell Test

Untike the other techniques viewed thus far, the half-cell potential test does not detect

flaws or the symptoms of corrosion in the concrete; instead it measures the probability or
risk of active corrosion activity. The technique requires the use of a reference electrode

(typically silver/silver chloride or copper/copper sulphate), which is simply metal

submerged in its own ions. The reference electrode has a known, stable potential and

when connected to the steel in concrete, the difference in potential is recorded. Based on

empirical observations of the potential recorded, the probability of corrosion in steel is

determined. A half-cell test can be deceptive however, since the potential is not solely a

function of corrosion conditions. Factors such as moisture and oxygen availability can

drastically misrepresent the empirical interpretations. It is important to keep in mind that

the half-cell test does not measure corrosion rate but simply the probability of corrosion

activity 8.

2.2.8 Optimal Technique

There is no single technique that is optimal for detecting corrosion in reinforced concrete

structures. Detection methods should be based on simplicity, efficiency and cost 6.

Conditions and the desired level of detection accuracy may also vary and therefore certain

techniques may be beneficial for the particular task in hand. It is important to realize that

corrosion detection is not an exact science since the steel is generally embedded in
concrete, thus eliminating direct contact. Steel extraction for physical examination would
determine the presence of corrosion but generally would not be an economical option.

2.3 REMEDIAL MEASURES

With the continued use of deicing salts and the ever-increasing number of structures built
in coastal regions, engineers are constantly looking for improved techniques to prevent

and rehabilitate reinforced concrete structures subjected to corrosìon. Many engineers

today have been leaning towards the use of higher quality materials such as high
performance concrete and corrosion-resistant reinforcement to help prevent the initiation
of corrosion. Despite the attempts to prevent new corrosion activity, there still exist
thousands of structures that are in desperate need of repair and rehabilitation. Every
corrosion-based problem encountered in reinforced concrete structures is unique ìn its

own right and, hence, it is imperative that engineers treat it as such. There are several

factors that must be taken into consideration to determine the optimal solution for the

problem. The most frequently used repair options are briefly listed next. Many of these

repair methods can be used singly or in combination with others.
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2.3.7 'Ðo Nothing" Approach

Often the most economical and beneficial solution when faced with concrete structures
subjected to corrosion is to do nothing at all. This approach is favourable when the
structure in question has a limited design life, aesthetic issues are not of importance and
the levels ofcorrosion present are not critical. Ifthis approach is taken, it is often
necessary to continuously monitor the rate of corrosion for potential safety concerns
relating io the integrity oithe structure.rl 

r

2.3.2 Surface Barriers

This method involves the application of an overlay or coating at the surface level of the
structure to prevent the further ingress of chlorides. This method is often used when the
chloride levels in contact with the reinforcement are still relatively low. Thus, by
reducing or stopping excess chloride penetration, the passive film does not deteriorate 11.

2.3.3 Patch Repair

This is perhaps the most common repair solution practiced in the field. The method
entails the removal of the chloride-contaminated concrete around the corroding
reinforcing bars, followed by cleaning of the corroded bars, and then re-application of
fresh uncontaminated concrete or mortar. The patch repair method is often used in
combination with the surface barrier method. Caution should be taken however with the
patch repair method as it often leads to corrosion in the area adjacent to the initial repair
site r1. This is commonly known as ring-anode corrosìon and will be discussed in further
detail below.

2.3.4 Electrochemical Techniques

Electrochemical protection was first used by Sir Humphrey Davy in 1824, when he halted
the decay of copper sheathing in wooden warship hulls by attaching it to small buttons of
zinc. The basic concept behind electrochemical treatment functions under the same
principles of the corrosion process. By connecting the steel under consideration to a
foreign anode, a current is passed to the steel and the corrosion process is reversed. ln
essence, the foreign anode will convert the steel into the cathode. Recall from above, the
cathode is where the electrons are received and in theory, the cathode is corrosion free.
Electrochemical techniques have been used for many years on ship hulls, oìlrigs, and gas
pipelines 8' 12. It was not until 7973 thatelectrochemistry protection was used in
reinforced concrete when it was applied to a bridge deck a. Electrochemical chloride
extraction, ìmpressed current and galvanic protection are three electrochemical
techniques often used in the repair of reinforced concrete. It is important to note that
ímpressed current and galvanic protection techniques are often referred to in literature and
papers as cathodic protection. However, according to NACE International, cathodic
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protection is defrned as the level of maximum protection against corrosion and is met
only when a minimum of 100 mV polarization of the steel is achieved. For the remainder
of this thesis, cathodic protection will be referred to only as the term put forth by NACE
Standards.

2.3.4.1 Electrochemical Chloride Extraction

The electrochemical chloride extraction method is relatively new, and functions on much
of the same principals as the impressed current method. The main difference is that a
much higher current intensity is passed through the reinforcement, for a relatively short
period of time, causing the extraction of the chlorides present. This enables the passive

layer to reform protecting it from further corrosion. The method has been unsuccessful

in tidal structures when submerged, since it has been found that the current "leaks
., I I

away

2.3.4.2 Impressed Current Protection

By applying an external source of current to the steel, impressed current protects the steel

reinforcement by converting the steel into the cathode. This method is often used in
harbor structures and requires complete monitoring to verify its effectiveness. The use of
impressed current often delivers complete protection and reduces the need for patch

. 11repalr

2.3.4.3 Galvanic Protection

Galvanic protection uses sacrificial anodes attached to the steel reinforcement to provide
protection for the structure. The sacrificial anodes take advantage of the difference in
potentials between metals to create a natural low current to protect the steel. Unlike, the

current impressed system, there is no need for an extemal source of power and thus no

monitoring is required. Galvanic protection may come in the form of installed (discrete)

cast anodes or sacrificial coating that is sprayed onto atmospherically exposed concrete 4.

The basics of thìs method will be discussed in further detail in alater section.

2.3.5 Replacement

Often viewed as the last resort, this option is by far the most costly. Generally, this

option will be required if the corrosion problem is irreparable or the extent of the damage

is such that repairing the structure would not be beneficial. Also, replacement of a
structure can greatly impact the service demands expected by the public. The benefit to
replacement of a structure is that the entire corrosion problem is eliminated and the

option for the use of corrosion resistant materials can be implemented in the new design.

Depending on the situation, full or partial replacement of a damaged structure may be

needed 
tt. Figur" 2-2, depicrs partial replacement of a bridge due to corrosion damage.

10
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Figure 2-2: Partial replacement of chloride-contaminated concrete r3

2.3.6 Repair Cost

As already mentioned, the cost due to corrosion each year reaches billions of dollars in
the U.S. alone. With a high percentage of the existing infrastructure in need of repair,
and the continual use of deicing salts (chloride) on highways, the cost will surely
increase. It is crucial repairs to many of these infrastructures be dealt with as soon as

possible to avoid fufther corrosion damage and increase repair costs. Table 2-1,
summarizes the average cost and cost range for different repair techniques described
earlier for bridges. It also summarizes the average life expectancy of each repair
technique along with the range of life expectancy. From Table 2-1, Portland cement
concrete patch repair is the most expensive repair option and has an average repair life
expectancy of seven years. The patch repair option using bituminous concrete is the least
expensive but also only has an average life expectancy of one year. These repair options
also give a potential to further corrosion possibilities due to the ring-anode effect. When
dealing with electrochemical repair options, it is clear that the uses of sacrificial anodes

are the least expensive. It also provides an average of l5-year protection. Of course
different repair options have different benefits under different circumstances. Therefore,
the least expensive option isn't always the superior choice. Table 2-2 gives the unit cost
for replacing bridges from 1995 to 1999. The costs are based on the mean costs for all
states in the U.S. for each year. The trend in unit costs of replacement of bridges
increases every year from 1995. The difference in unit cost between 1995 and 1999 is

11
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$90. It is apparent that the cost of replacement is much gteafü than the cost of repairing.
Therefore, it is imperative to deal with the corrosion problem affecting modern
infrastructure as quickly and efficiently as possible in order to minimize the economical

impact. If corrosion is not treated, concrete may be damaged beyond the point of repair
and replacement of partial or the entire structure may be the only alternative.

Table2-1: Summary of cost and life expectancy for different repair options
for chloride removal in bridges la

Table2-2: Unit costs for highway bridge replacement ra

.
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3.0 EXPERIMENTAL PROGRAM

3.1 TEST SPECIMENS

Identical rectangular concrete slab specimens with embedded reinforcements were used to
evaluate the performance of the different galvanic anode systems. The dimensions of the
slab specimens were 540 x 330 x 100 mm. Plastic containers were chosen as the optimal
formwork for casting the concrete specimens. The containers could be purchased

meaning no construction for the formwork was required; also, the plastic container
allowed for easy drilling and placement of the steel rebars. The concrete mixture was

designed for 28-day strength of 30 MPa and was common to all specimens. The
calculations for the concrete design is presented in Appendix A and are based on the
design methods provided by the Cement Association of Canada ls. The concrete
constituents are shown in Table 3-1.

Table 3-1: Concrete constituents.

The slab specimens were reinforced with four 20-M bars spaced symmetrically at 145

mm o.c. Providing four 20-M bars coincided with the accepted 2.24Vo ratio of steel

reinforcement to concrete volume that is typically used in the flexural design of bridge
decks 16. A 530 x320 mm steel mesh was also installed below the reinforcing bars in
each specimen to simulate a slab with multiple reinforcement layers . 

^20 
mm cover was

provided for both the reinforcing bars and the steel mesh below. One galvanic anode

system was placed in each specimen midway between the first two reinforcing bars as

shown in Figure 3-1. The galvanic anode was placed at the same level of the reinforcing
bars so that maximum current efficiency could be transmitted to each bar, as shown in
Figure 3-2. The galvanic anode was strategically placed for two reasons: first, an accurate

measurement of the effectiveness of the galvanic system could be viewed by taking the

average current readings from the two nearest bars; second, the decrease in protection for
the reinforcing bars with increasing distance could be assessed. Connections from the

anode to the steel reinforcement were connected by use of exteriorly plastic-protected

Water-cement ratio
10 cement (

natural sand lks/ m

Air content (7o)

Air-entrainins admixture
@ 28 davs (MPa

t3
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wires. The wires were connected to an "on-off' switch so that the current output to the

bars and mesh could be intemrpted. The two closest bars to the sacrificial anode system,

labeled Bar 1 and Bar 2, were connected together and controlled by one switch. One

average current reading was recorded for the two closest bars. A current reading was also

taken for Bar 3, Bar 4 and for the mesh. Figure 3-3, shows the slab specimens on the day

of casting.

NNN Noter Att
dinensions ore in nm,

Figure 3-1: Plan view oftypical reinforced concrete slab

specimen with embedded galvanic anode system

Figure 3-2: Cross-section oftypical reinforced concrete slab

specimen with embedded galvanic anode system

SfCTIDN A_A

he;9h t

xxx Note, ALt
dirnensions ore

L4



Experimental Program

Figure 3-3: Photo of concrete slab specimens on day of casting

3.2 SACRIFICIAL ANODES

Sacrificial anodes represent a form of electrochemical treatment aimed at protecting the
reinforcing steel against corrosion. Sacrificial anodes take advantage ofthe natural
difference in potential between dissimilar metals. When coupled together in the presence
of an electrolyte, the two dissimilar metals form an electrochemical cell. Therefore, the
metal with the greater potential will liberate electrons (current) to the metal with the
lower potential. In essence, the metal with the greater potential becomes the anode
whereas the metal with the least potential becomes the cathode. In theory, the cathode is
where the reduction process occurs, and thus, cannot corrode. By coupling a sacrificial
anode to steel in concrete, the steel will become the cathode and thus should be protected
against corrosion. The sacrificial anode however, will corrode and eventually be

consumed. Sacrificial anodes are generally composed of zinc, magnesium or aluminum
due to their relatively high galvanic potential in comparison to iron (steel) o' ". Unlik"
iron, these metals do not create the harmful by-product rust. Table 3-2, depicts the
galvanic potential of various metals in the electromotive series. A mortar enriched in
alkaline electrolytes typically encapsulates sacrificial metal in order to improve the
overall effectiveness of the anode. This promotes and sustains anodic dissolution of the
metal at an adequate rate in order to ensure continual galvanic protectionlT.

15
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Metals State Standard Potential, Volts
Potassium Active End -2.922

Masnesium -2.340
Aluminum 1.670

Zinc -0.762

Iron -0.440

Hvdrosen 0.000

Copper +0.345
Silver +0.800

Platinum Passive End +1.200

Table 3-2: Electromotive series 
17

The main focus of thìs project deals with 'puck' sacrificial anodes that are generally used

for discrete protection. However, new 'strip' sacrificial anodes were also tested to
analyze its effectiveness in a global setting. A brief description of each anode and its
intended application will be discussed in the next subsections.

3.2.1 Puck Anodes

Up to date, sacrificial anodes have been almost exclusively used for corrosion protection

or corrosion control of a localized area. More specifically, they are often used in
conjunction with patch repair of deteriorated concrete sites caused by corrosion. By
installing the sacrificial anodes around the new patch, protection against ring-anode effect
is provided. This phenomenon is discussed in the upcoming subsection. Sacrificial puck
anode is an economical solution to extend the service life of the repaired concrete. Since

there are no external power sources or monitoring equipment, the process is virtually
maintenance free. Its major drawback is generally due to its relatively low current output
and small effectiveness range. Therefore, it is often not convenient to use if a high degree

ofprotection such as cathodic protection is required.

The 'puck' sacrificial anodes refer to its shape resembling a hockey puck, as shown in
figure 3-4. They are typically only a few inches in diameter and approximately one inch
in height. As previously mentioned, the core of the sacrificial anodes are comprised of a

higher potential metal, typically zinc alloy, which favors corroding over a less noble
metal (i.e. steel). These anodes are almost always encapsulated with a specially devised
cementitious mortar that aids in activation process. The mortar prevents the formation of
an interfering passive layer and thus facilitates zinc dissolution 18.

t6
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Cementitious mortar

Zinc core

Figure 3-4: Typical puck anode

All puck anodes tested in this program are commercially available products with the
exception of Sacrificial Anode "4", which is a new product. They all have the same
geometry but vary in chemical make-up properties of the mortar, and/or metallic core.
For privacy purposes, the actual make-up of the anodes cannot be revealed.

3.2.1.1.Ring anode effect

The ring anode effect or patch accelerated corrosion is a phenomenon that is caused by
concrete patch repair. Concrete patch repair is perhaps the most common and simple
method in dealing with localized corrosion. The method involves removing the
contaminated concrete where corrosion has initiated, cleaning the bars, and replacing the
contaminated concrete with repair mortar. Although this method has great effect in
reducing the corrosion within the repair site, it has the reverse effect for the surrounding
concrete. Prior to the repair, the area of contaminated concrete act as the anode and
therefore protected the surrounding concrete from corrosion. By removing this concrete
and replacing it with fresh mortar, a difference in potentials between the existing concrete
and the newly replace mortar has developed. Often, the surrounding concrete is itself
slightly contaminated with chlorides and corrosion can rapidly initiate. Therefore, action
must be taken quickly to the surrounding concrete before deterioration occurs. In many
instances corrosion can be chased around the entire structure, turning a relatively small,
local problem into a much greater and costlier problem r8.

By applying sacrificial anodes connected to the steel in conjunction with the patch repair,
the ring anode effect may be prevented, as the sacrificial anodes will corrode preferably to
the steel reinforcement. The spacìng of the sacrificial anodes depends on its current
throwing power and on the desirable level of protection. Special attention must be made
to the environment in which the sacrificial anode is to be used. Figure 3-5, shows an

example of the installation of puck sacrificial anodes with concrete patch repair.

ll
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Figure 3-5: Patch repair in conjunction with sacrificial anodes

3.2.2 Strip Anodes

Sacrificial strip anodes are a prototype galvanic system, which functions on the same
principals as the puck anodes. The intent of the sacrificial strip anodes is to generate a
high level ofcurrent output that can protect further distance than its puck counterpart. In
essence it is intended for protection on a global scale. The hope is to achieve not only
corrosion control but also possibly cathodic protection. This could be used in
applications for global implications where methods such as impressed current are not
warranted. The strip anodes tested in this project are not commercially available and are

each designed with different compositions. These anodes are rectangular in shape and are

approximately couple inches in depth and width, and are several inches in length. Among
other features, they are equipped with more zinc (proportionally to their size) than a
traditional puck sacrificial anode. Figure 3-6, shows a typical strip anode.

18
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Figure 3-6: Typical strip anode

3.3 CHLORIDE CONTENT

It is well documented that chlorides can induce corrosion activity in reinforced concrete.

These chlorides generally originate from three conditions: deicing salts, coastal

environments and or, the presence of chlorides in the initial concrete mix (for example
with the use of calcium chloride dihydrate) te. Ho*"u"r, an ongoing source of debate

among investigators is the chloride threshold level required to commence the corrosion
process in reinforced concrete. For corrosion to initiate, chlorides must first reach the

level of the reinforcing steel. However, concrete, or more specifically the hydration
products of cement, has the capability to bind with the free chlorides ions. This leads to
the formation of calcium chloroaluminate, otherwise known as Friedel's salt, which
immobilizes the chlorides and prevents further penetration. When chloride concentration
surpasses the concrete's capability to bind, the excess chlorides are free to initiate the

corrosion process. The capability of concrete to bind to chlorides can be viewed as a

sponge soaking up water; the maximum amount of water the sponge can absorb is its
threshold. Therefore, the threshold level is the amount of chlorides that can be

t9
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"absorbed" without initiating corrosion. The chloride threshold is situated at the steel-
concrete interface 20.

Many factors influence the value of chloride threshold levels such as:

o water-cement ratio;
r cement type content and admixtures;
. pore solution pH;
. capillary structure;
c rebar composition and surface conditions;
o curing period and curing temperature;
. exposure temperature and relative humidity;
. oxygen availability at rebar surface; and
o rebar polarization potential 20.

Due to the numerous factors affecting the chloride threshold, there has been much debate
on a single 'universal' value. As a result, different authors and investigators have
presented a wide range of chloride threshold levels. Glass et al. have concluded that the
chloride threshold levels may vary between 0.I7-2.5Vo of total chlorides (bond plus free
chlorides) by relative weight of cement 20'21 . In contrast, Alonso et al. argue that chloride
threshold varies between 1.24-3.087o of total chlorides by weight of cement. This
translates to 0.39-1.16Vo free chlorides by weight of cement 2r.

In a paper published by Morris el al.2t an empirical relationship between chloride
threshold content and concrete resistivity (which represents the quality of concrete) was
put forth. The authors derived the following empirical formula for chloride threshold
content expressed by relative weight of cement:

Ch¿(7o)=0.019p+0.401

The formula is a function of concrete resistivity, p (kQ cm) as shown in Equation 1. The
formula suggest that resistivity of concrete is associated with concrete quality and thus, an

increase in resistivity is associated with increase in chloride threshold. Equation (1) was

derived by testing various concrete mix specimens, either partially immersed in a saline
solution of 3.57o chlorides by weight of cement or exposed to seashore conditions. The
equation is only valid for standard concrete mixed with Type I Portland cement 2r.

In the present research project, it was decided that two levels of chloride contamination
would be used in the testing of the galvanic systems. One level would simulate
conditions just above the threshold levels (low contamination), whereas the other level
would be more representative of an aggressive environment, such as structures located
near coastal regions (high contamination). The different levels of chloride contamination
enabled the analysis of the performance of the galvanic systems with respect to different
corrosion rates. The chloride levels used were as follows:

(1)
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o low contamination - I.2Vo free chlorides by relative weight of cement; and
. high contamination - 3.97o free chorides by relative weight of cement.

A conservative approach was taken towards the chloride threshold level in an attempt to
guarantee corrosion activity. The chloride threshold was deemed to take place at I.767o

free chlorides by weight of cement, as per Alfonso et al. To accelerate the corrosion
process, chlorides in the form of NaCl (common table salt) were mixed with the concrete
constituents at the time of casting. This also allowed for a uniform distribution of
chlorides throughout the concrete specimen.

3.4 EXPOSURECONDITIONS

Environmental conditions such as temperature and relative humidity (i.e. moisture
content) have a tremendous influence on the corrosion process of reinforced concrete. In
most instances, the corrosion rate will generally increase with an increase in temperature
and/or relative humidity. As is the case for all chemical reactions, ambient temperature is
an influential factor in the rate at which the chemical reaction is realized. The rate of the
cathodic and anodic chemical reactions is dependent on temperature, among several other
factors. This phenomenon is explained by the Arrhenius equation:

k _ A.e(-ElRr)

where k, is the constant rate of the chemical reaction; T, is temperature in Kelvin; E, is
the activation energy; A, is the pre-exponential factor; and R, is the gas constant 

22. A
general rule of thumb is that an increase of temperature of 10 oC can double the corrosion
rate. This rule of thumb is dependent, however, on the interaction with several other
factors that affect the corrosion rate, such as oxygen diffusion and relative humidity 23.

Figure 3-7, shows the general relationship between temperature and corrosio n rale24 .

(2)
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Figure 3-7: Relationship between temperature and corrosionrafeza

Relative humidity is also a crucial factor affecting the rate of corrosion in reinforced
concrete. In general, high relative humidity in atmospheric conditions will lead to high
moisture content within the concrete. When conditions in the concrete are dry, corrosion
rates decreases, and vice versa. The reason being that in dry concrete, the resistivity
increases, hampering the flow of electrons, thus reducing the corrosion rate. Unlike the
somewhat linear relationship between the temperature and corrosion rate seen in
Figure 3-7, corrosion rates are nearly non-existent when relative humidity is less than
85Vo and increase drastically between 85-95Vo relative humidity, as shown by Figure 3-8.
It is for these reasons regarding temperature and relative humidity that coastal regions,
particularly of hot regions, are often considered to be the most detrimental to reinforced
concrete.2a
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Relationship between relative humidity and corrosion rate24Figure 3-8:
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Two exposure conditions were considered for this project. The first exposure condition
simulated an aggressive environment via an environmental chamber at the University of
Manitoba. The specimens sent to the environmental chamber underwent constant high
temperature and relative humidity, 35 "C and 90 Vo, respectively, for a period of 172 days.
The second exposure condition involved exposing the specimens to the somewhat
unpredictable Winnipeg outdoor weather, throughout the months of April to October.
Table 3-3, shows the mean maximum temperature; mean minimum temperature and the
total precipitation for Winnipeg during the months of April to October. Natural ponding
was achieved for the specimens exposed to outdoor conditions after periods of
precipitation, by sealing around the edges of the concrete-plastic fomwork interface.

It is important to note that the specimens were kept at room temperature (approximately
20 c and 50 7o R.H.) for a period of eight months after casting of the slabs was
completed. During this period, all the connections and wiring for the system were
finalized. After the eight-month period, half of the specimens were sent outdoor for
testing. The remaining slabs were kept at room temperature for additional two months,
after which they were sent to the environmental chamber at the University of Manitoba
for testing. All switches connecting the galvanic system to the bars and mesh were
turned off from the time of casting until the time of the first test readings. This allowed
corrosion activity to commence without the protecting influence offered by the galvanic
systems.

Table 3-3: Monthly Winnipeg data report for 2006 during the
testing period 25 (Source: Environment Canada)

Mean Max
Temperature,
OC

Mean. Min
Temperature,
OC

Total
precipitation,
mm

April 15.8 2.4 16.5
Mav 18.5 5.4 44.5
June 25.2 11.1 29.0
Julv 29.8 13.2 10.5
August 27.0 12.5 52.0
Seotember 20.7 6.3 41.5
October 8.7 1.7 I 1.5

Winnipeg is located in southern Manitoba, in the center of Canada. It has a cold
continental climate with temperatures reaching well below freezingduring its winter
months. Summers are short and very warïn 26. Table 3-4, shows the historical climate
conditions in Winnipeg.
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Table 3-4: Historical Winnipeg climate 26

Month

Av.

Daily

Max.

Temp.

(oc)

Av.

Daily

Min.

Temp.

(oc)

Av, hours

Sunshine

(per day)

Av- Days

with

Rainfall

Av. Days

with

Snowfall

Av. Depth

of Snow

on

Ground

(cm)

Average

Wind

speed

(km per

hr)

Jan. I3 -23 3.9 12 18 t7
Feb. -9 l9 4.9 8 20 t7
Mar. I ll 5.8 J 7 t3 r8
Apr. 10 a 8.0 5 3 J 18

Mav 19 5 9.2 11 I 0 l8
.Iun. 23 1l 9.4 t3 0 0 t6
.Iul. 26 13 10.2 H 0 0 t5
Aug. 25 t2 9.0 10 0 0 15

sep. l9 6 6.0 1t 0 0 t7
Oct. 11 0 À1

8 2 0 18

Nov. -10 3.1 2 9 5 l'7
Dec. -10 -19 3.2 I 11 10 t]

3.5 TESTING METHODS

Testing consisted of a half-cell test for control specimens, and open-circuit potential,
potential decay, and curent output readings for the specimens embedded with the
galvanic systems. on-going testing was conducted for a period of approximately 5
months for the specimens housed in the environmental chamber and outdoor conditions.
A long-term reading was also taken on the specimens housed in the chamber after
approximately 500 days. The different testing methods are discussed in more detail next.

3.5.1 Corrosion Potential: Half-Cell Test

Half-cell tests are perhaps the most commonly used non-destructive method in
determining the probability of rebar corosion in concrete due in large part to simplicity
and cost-effectiveness. The basis behind this method, measures potential differences
between a reference electrode with a known potential (datum) and the steel rebar under
investigation. Generally, a copper/copper sulphate is used for the reference electrode.
The method is standardized in ASTM C-876 and determines weather the rebar is in an
active state or in a passive statezT' 

28. Rebar in the active state will have a potential
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difference of -350 mV or less, whereas the rebar in the passive state will have a potential
difference of -200 mV or greater. It is important to note that the half-cell method only
determines the probability of corrosion activity present and does not measure the
corrosion rate of the steel since no information regarding the kinetics is provided 28.

Table 3-5, shows the interpretation of half-cell potential readings for the copper/copper
sulphate reference electrode.

The general rule of thumb is: the more negative the potential, the higher the risk of
corrosion activity. This may not always be the case since many factors such as oxygen,
chloride concentration, and concrete resistance can influence the potential readings. For
instance, a decrease in oxygen at the steel-concrete interface can significantly affect the
results of potential readings. This can occur in dense, low permeability concrete or in
reinforced concrete submerged in water. It is also important to note, when taking half-
cell readings of galvanically protected reinforced concrete, the current flow for should be
interrupted^for a minimum time period of 24 hours to allow the steel to fully
depolarizezo'ze .

Table 3-5: Half-cell potential interpretations for a copper-copper
sulphate reference electrode 2e

> -200 mV Passive 10 7o (low risk)
-200 to - 350 mV Unknown Intermediate risk
< -350 mV Active 90 7o (high risk)

Half-cell tests were conducted on the control specimens for both exposure conditions
(outdoors and environmental chamber) to determine the probabitity of corrosion activity.
A copper/copper sulphate (Cu/CuSOa) reference electrode was used to conduct the half-
cell and potential decay tests. For both types of tests, the readings were taken on the
concrete surface directly overtop and to the center of each bar under investigation, as
shown schematically in Figure 3-9. The reference electrode was connected to the positive
terminal of the voltmeter and the steel was connected to the negative terminal. Mesh
measurements for the half-cell and potential decay tests were taken at the center of the
slab specimen. A wet sponge soaked in soapsuds was placed between the concrete
surface and the reference electrode in order to decrease resistance. It is important to note
that direct corosion potential cannot be taken for specimens embedded with anodes since
the steel is polarized due to continuous current being provided by the anodes. Therefore,
half-cell tests conducted for specimens with anodes required a minimum of 24 hours of
depolarization to record the native or open-circuit cor¡osion potentials. This procedure is
further explained in section 3.5.3.
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Voltn¡eter

,,- Reference
electrode

Figure 3-9: Half-cell testing setup 2e

3.5.2 Current Output

As previously mentioned, sacrificial anodes function on the principal of converting the
steel into a cathode by connecting dissimilar metals in which the metal with the highest
potential (typically zinc) will naturally corrode, thereby releasing electrons to the steel.
This release in electron flow or cur¡ent is in essence the protecting mechanism against
corrosion. In a paper published by Whitmorel, there exists a correlation between cuffent
density and three basic levels ofprotection against corrosion. The first level, corrosion
prevention is defined as preventing the initiation of corrosion activity in contaminated
reinforced concrete. This method is often helpful in preventing ring-anode effect in patch
repairs of chloride-contaminated concrete. The amount of current density required to
prevent corrosion from occurring generally ranges between 0.25 to 2 mVm2. The second
level ofcorrosion protection is called corrosion control. Corrosion control is associated
with the capability of significantly reducing the rate of conosion activity in reinforced
concrete. Corrosion control may not necessarily eliminate or stop all corrosion activity
but it will slow down the process, thereby, prolonging the life expectancy of a structure.
The cu^rrent density required for corrosion control generally ranges between I to 7
mNm2. Although polarization of steel does occur within the cunent density range of
corrosion control, it often falls significantly short of reaching the 100 mV criteria
specified by NACE. The last level of protection is referred to as cathodic protection.
Cathodic protection is deemed to be the upper level of protection against corrosion. At
this stage, corrosion activity is completely or almost completely eliminated. Current
density generally required to reach cathodic protection varies between 2 to 20 mA-/m2 l.

Cathodic protection is associated with a minimum of 100 mV polarization of the steel in
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the negative direction. Table 3-6, illustrates a summary of the three basic levels of
protection against corrosion.

Table 3-6: current density range for the three basic levels of protection against
corrosion I

A current reading was taken by attaching a multi-meter to the switch corresponding to the
bar or mesh under investigation. The switch was turned off only for the bar in
consideration once the multi-meter was connected and was immediately turned back on
once the current reading was obtained. Bars I and2 were connected to a single switch.
This allowed the average current to be taken for these bars, which were spaced at equal
distance to the anode. Bars 3, 4 and the mesh were each connected to an individual
switch. Figure 3-10, illustrates the typical procedure to measure current output readings.
Bar 4 was arbitrarily selected as depicted in Figure 3-10.

Figure 3-10: Illustration of typical current output reading

Corrosion Prevention Corrosion Control Cathodic Protection

Objective
Prevention of
corrosion activity

Significantly
reducing on going
corrosion activitv

Stopping or virtually
stopping all corrosion
activity

Current
required per
steel surface
area

0.25 to 2 mvm2 I to 7 mvmz 2 ß 2A mNm2

Protection
level

Good Better Best

pþq

x-section

1

I

Multi-meter
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3.5.3 Potential Decay

According to NACE International, cathodic protection is the highest level of protection
against cor¡osion in which virtually all corrosion activity is halted. When a current (i.e.,
the flow of electrons) is transmitted to the steel, the potential of the steel shifts negatively
towards the potential of the connecting anode. A polarization shift of at least 100 mV is
the most fundamentally sound criteria in confirming whether cathodic protectìon is
reached. There are two methods, which can prove the 100 mV polarization criteria. The
first method "formation" involves taking a "native" (i.e., initial or free-corroding)
potential prior to any application of current to the steel. Potential readings thereafter are
taken immediately after all cuffent to the system is intemrpted. This second readings is
called "instant offl', and the difference between the "instant off'and the native potential
determines the amount of polarization that has occurred. For cathodic protection to have
occurred, the difference must be greater than or equal to 100 mv 30'31. The second
method "decay" requires the "instant off'reading to be measured first. The current is left
off for a minimum period of 24 hours io allow the steel to depolarize. A second potential
reading is then taken once the steel is completely depolarized in which case the potential
will be stabilized as shown in Figure 3-11. The difference between the two readings
determines the amount of polarization undergone by the steel due to the applied current.
If the difference is greater than or equal to 100 mV the cathodic protection is
achieved 30'3ì. The "decay" methoã enables readings of the corrosion potential of the
steel at the time of testing. In other words, once completely depolarized, this represents
the state of corrosion of the steel. Therefore, the second reading of the "decay" method is
equivalent to the half-cell potential discussed previously. The "formation" method only
uses the initial "native" potential as a reference point to the corrosion potential of the
steel. Under perfect and homogenous conditions, in theory, the "native" potential should
be equal to the corrosion potential (depolarized); however, the corrosion potential is
influenced by several factors such as: temperature, relative humidity, and applied current.
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Figure 3-11: Cathodic protection based on the potential decay criterion 30

Another criterion adopted by NACE International to determine the presence of cathodic
protection is referred to simply as "instant off'. This method simply requires the "instant

off'reading to be equal to or more negative than -850 mV when using a Cu/CuSO¿

electrode. It is important to note that the "instant off' reading does not need to be equal
to or more negative than -850 mV as long as the potential difference using the two
previous methods are at least 100 mV 30.

Cathodic protection measured throughout this project was done by means of the "decay"
criterion. The switches were left of for a minimum of 24 hours in order to allow the steel

to depolarize. The potential readings were recorded with a Cu/CuSO4 electrode and were

conducted in accordance to the ASTM C-876 standard. The same procedure was used in
the "decay" method that was used in the half-cell tests.

3.6 RESISTIVITY

It is well documented that a correlation exists between the rate of chloride ingress and the
resistivity of concrete. Viewed with the naked eye, concrete seems to be an impermeable,

solid material; however, viewed under a microscope, concrete is seen to be a web of
interconnecting pores and capillaries, voids woven between the cement paste and the

ag$egates. The degree of permeability is dependant on the density and quality of
concrete. It is due to the porosity of concrete that water and other contaminates such as

chloride ions are able to penetrate into the concrete, eventually reaching the level of
reinforcement. The rate of ingress of chloride ions is dependant on the chloride diffusion
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coefficient and can be expressed by Fick's Law for a one-dimensional model. Fick's Law
for a one-dimensional model is given by Eq. (3), and the Figure 3-12, gives an illustrated
version of Fick's Law. Chloride diffusion coefficient is, in general, inversely
proportional to the resistivity of concrete. Thus, concrete with low resistivity will
translate into a higher chloride diffusion coefficient and therefore greater penetration.

Studying Figure 3-I2, tt is apparent that chloride concentration is greatest at the surface

and reduces with depth. However, with time the chloride concentration with depth will
increase to the same level of concentration at the surface 

e'3'. In order to accelerate the

corrosion process the diffusion was overlooked by adding chlorides in the form of table

salt (NaCl) to the concrete constituents at the time of mixing.

C 6, ù = C 
"lI 

- e rf(xl (2(D.Ð^0' 5))l (rl

Where, C¡,,t)
co
D.
erf

= chloride concentration at time t and depth x

= chloride concentration at surface (kg/m3)

= chloride diffusion coefficient (cm2/yr)

= error function (standard mathematical tables)

0)E
l<

U

Depth into Concrete

Figure 3-12: Fick's Law illustration e

Resistivity of concrete also directly affects the corrosion rate of steel reinforcements after

depassivation has occurred. This is because the current is transported through the

capillaries by the ions in the pore liquid. Thus, an increase in pore saturation and the

number of larger capillaries will decrease the resistivity of concrete. In other terms, by
increasing the water-cement ratio, electrons are more readily transported and therefore the

corrosion rate is increased. Concrete resistivity ranges from the order of 101 to 10s Ç¿m

depending on the quality concrete and moisture availability 33.

Resistivity can also affect the ability of the galvanic system to generate current to the

corresponding steel reinforcement. Therefore, I)Vo of silica fume per weight of cement
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was added to the same constituents as shown in Table 3-1, in order to increase the
resistivity of the concrete. Test were taken to demonstrate the affects of resistivity on
concrete and on the current distribution provided by the sacrificial anode.

3.7 CONTROL SPECIMEN

Four control specimens identical in geometry to the other specimens were cast using the
same constituents ås the original batch specified in Table 1. The control specimens did
not have any anodes installed in them and the bars were not connected to one another.
One control specimen was exposed to each condition. Therefore, two control specimens,
containing 7.2Vo and 3.9Vo chlonde by weight of cement, respectively, were exposed to
the environmental chamber, whereas the other two were exposed to outdoor conditions.

3.8 TEST MATRIX

ln total 7 6 concrete slab specimens were cast for this research project. A summary of the
specimens is given in Table 3-7.

Table 3-7: Test matrix summary

,1E4po.qure..
€oÍiditiòús

Puck anodes:
A,B,C,D,E

Yes
(x 2)

o Environmental
chamber
(constant 35C and
90Vo humidity)

o Outdoor
conditions
(Winnipeg's
climate)

o High levels
(3.9Vo by weighr of
cement)

¡ Low levels
(1.2% by weight of
cement)

5x2x2x2
= 40 specimens

Strip anodes:

S,M,L
Yes
(x 2)

3x2x2x2
= 24 specimens

Control No Ixlx2x2
= 4 specimens

Resistivity:
Anode A

Yes
(x 2)

Ix2x2x2
= 8 specimens
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4.0 THEORETICAL ANALYSIS

4.I BASIC PRINCIPLES

The corrosion process consists of two separate reactìons (anodic and cathodic), which
occur simultaneously. The anodic reaction, which measures the rate of oxidation, is

represented by the curve A in the Evan's Diagram, shown below in Figures 4-l a) and b).

The anodic reaction can follow two distinct paths depending on the environment in which
it is ìnitiated. For corrosion initiated in soils or carbonated concrete, the anodic reaction

behaves in the "active" form. This behavior is illustrated in Figure a-l@). The behavior
of anodic reaction differs in alkaline environments such as concrete. Oxidation under

these circumstances follows a more complex 'active-passive' behavior, as shown in
figure 4-1(b). The anodic reaction in concrete very rarely enters into the trans-passive
region. The cathodic reaction, which measures the rate of oxygen reduction, is

represented by curve C. The corrosion rate (to*) and corrosion potential (E"o''.) of the

stãel in question, is taken by the intercept of the anodic and cathodic reactions 
"u.ues "'34

d

o
o

Â.

log io

Current Density, Log Scale

Figure 4-I(a): 'active' condition 32

E

+

0)

À

Current Density, Log Scale

Figure 4-1(b):'active-passive' condition32'34

In high alkaline concrete, oxidation of the steel creates a protective, dense, ferric oxide
film, which drastically decreases the corrosion rate (Lo,'). The passive region of the

Evan's Diagram is where this protective film is known to exist. Generally, the anodic and

cathodic reactions intercept in the passive zone, in which case the steel is stable. The

corrosion rate is insignificant when the steel is in the passive state. As the corrosion
potential (E) becomes increasingly negative, the intercepts will eventually exit the passive

region and enter into the active region, in which point the passive film will deteriorate. A
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break down in the passive film will lead to a substantial increase in corrosion rate, as

illustrated by the log scale of Figure 4-I (b)32'34.

4.2 EFFECTS OF OXYGEN AND CHLORIDE

Variations in the surrounding concrete environment may cause electrochemical potential
imbalances between the adjacent zones (i.e. existing concrete versus repair substrate).
The greater the electrochemical potential imbalance between adjacent zones the greater
the driving force becomes. The driving force is simply the potential difference between
the anodic and cathodic sites, and it is the measure of the tendency for each reaction to
occur spontaneously. Electrochemical potential imbalances can stem from a wide range
of factors such as the difference in the physical or chemical properties of the steel or the
surrounding concrete itself. For instance, the difference in steel homogeneity at the
surface, grain boundaries, difference in concrete density and permeability, can all lead to
electrochemical imbalances.

To illustrate further, repair substrate can have a different degree of porosity and hence
would contain a different amount of oxygen concentration. This can lead to
establishment of an anodic site at the location of lower oxygen level. This phenomenon
is known as differential aeration corrosion and can occur even in a chloride free
environment. When oxygen levels diminish, the cathodic reaction also decreases, thereby
lowering the tendency of the cathodic reaction to occur. As a result, the corrosion
potential (E"oo) becomes increasingly negative. This process is demonstrated graphically
by the Evan's diagram, shown below in Figure 4-2. The corrosion rate will not change
substantially as long as the intercept of the two reactions is within the passive zone. If
the difference in oxygen concentration between the anodic and cathodic sites is extreme,
the corrosion potential (E.o,,) will continue to increase negatively and the driving force
will increase. The steel can than enter into the active region of the Evans Diagram, in
which case corrosion rate will increase substantially. Curve Ca to Cd, in Figure 4-2,
represents the decrease in cathodic reaction 32'34'3s. Therefore; a variance in oxygen
levels between adjacent sites will affect the cathodic reaction. As long as oxygen is still
readily available at the cathodic site cor¡osion can still take place.

Chlorides concentration alternatively, effects the anodic reaction. As chloride content
increases, the passive film is consumed and a shift in the anodic reaction occurs. The
greater the chloride content the smaller the passive region becomes. At high chloride
concentrations the passive region disappears, thereby increasing the corrosion rate and
decreasing the corrosion potential. The shift in anodic reaction is illustrated by the anodic
curve A1 to A4, shown in Figure 4332'34.
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Figure 4-2: The effect of oxygen levels on steel corrosion rate in chloride-free
concrete 34

Figure 4-3: The effect of chloride levels on steel corosion rate in concrete 34
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4.3 ELECTROCHEMICAL INCOMPATIBILITY IN PATCH REPAIR

Although extreme precaution is often taken in conducting patch repairs, such as the
removal of neighboring contaminated concrete, it is difficult to completely eliminate the

risk of ring anode effect. The reason being, electrochemical incompatibilities often
develop between the existing and repaired areas. As mentioned previously, one such

incompatibility is linked to the difference in porosity between the repair mortar and the
concrete. For instance, if the existing concrete is of greater porosity than the repair
mortar, a greafer amount of oxygen will be present in the existing surrounding concrete

area. Differences in porosity will lead to an uneven oxygen concentration distribution
along the surface of the steel. This, in turn, causes a potential differences which leads to
the formation of a macro-cell along the steel. In the regions of high oxygen (existing
concrete) reduction will occur converting this region into the cathode. Oxidation occurs

in the region of less oxygen. Therefore, the patch region develops into the anode. If the

oxygen difference between the existing and patch region is small, the potential difference
will also be small. In such a case, the intercept may lie within the passive range, in which
case no increase in corrosion rate will occur. However if the difference in oxygen is
great, the intercept may lie outside the passive range, and corrosion rate may increase.

This process is shown by the Evan's diagram in Figure 4-4(a) and schematically in Figure
4-4(b). Curve C1 represents the cathodic reaction in the existing concrete area. The
oxygen deficient region under the repair patch is shown by cathodic curves C2 and C3.
Keep in mind; this potential difference due to oxygen can take place in chloride free
environmen 132' 

34 
.

Steel under existing concrcte
(high oxygen pemeability)

o

Ê.

\-z Is

Current Density, Log Scale

log iu

Figure 4-4(a): The effect of oxygen incompatibility on steel corrosion rate in
concrete patch repair 3a
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Figure 4-4(b): Illustration depicting oxygen incompatibility in patch repair
concrete 34

Another electrochemical incompatibility, which creates a potential difference in patch

repair, is due to unbalanced amounts of chlorides. Generally, all contaminated chloride
concrete is removed in patch repair, but chlorides often remain in the existing concrete.

This creates a potential difference causes the formation of a chloride induced macro-cell.
The process is described by the Evan's diagram in figure 4-5(a) and figure 4-5(b). If the
existing concrete is contaminated even slightly with chlorides, the anodic reaction will be

influenced. The greater the potential difference between the two regions, the greater the

anodic shift and the smaller the passivity region becomes. This is shown by curves A1
and A2 in figure a-5@). It is important to point out that chloride induced corrosion is

much more aggressive than oxygen induced corrosion. The reason being chloride macro-
cell acts as an autocatalyst and therefore the corrosion rate is increased. This occurs

because oxidation creates positive ferrous ions (Fe++). A build up of positive ions attract
the negative chlorides ions, and thus chloride concentrations increase in the anodic
region. In addition, the build up in chlorides lowers the pH of the concrete. Both of these

actions further deteriorates the passive film, expanding the anodic region and increasing
the corrosio n rate 

32' 34 
.
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Figure 4-5(a): The effect of chloride content incompatibility on steel corrosion rate in
concrete patch repair 3a
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Figure 4-5(b): Illustration depicting chloride incompatibility in patch repair concrete34
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4.4 EFFECTS OF POLARIZATION

Current applied to the steel reinforcement by sacrificial anodes (or other electrochemical
methods) has two principal modes of protecting steel against corrosion. The first and

most common understanding of how this is done is known as the primary effect or
cathodic polarization. However, in certain instances, a secondary effect is achievable and

it is often overlooked. The secondary effect or anodic polarization may be as important,
if not more important than its counterpart. These two principals are discussed below.
Negative effects of steel polarization will also be addressed 

32.

4.4.1 Primary Effect

The driving force that causes the flow of electrons between the anode and the cathode are

attributed the potential differences between these two regions. Potential is the measure of
tendency for oxidation and reduction reactions to occur spontaneously. In essence, the
driving force is simply the difference in the steel potential in an aggressive environment
and the equilibrium potential. When the oxidation reaction takes place, the flow of
current is opposed by anodic resistance and therefore the corrosion rate can be expressed

as: io = L / R. The level of resistance is proportional to the amount of passive film
encasing the steel. Therefore, if there is a substantial amount of passive film still intact
around the rebar, the degree of resistance will be high.

The primary effect, which is thermodynamic in nature, is achieved by the potential shift
of steel in the negative direction when current is applied. The tendency to oxidize the
iron is reduced when the cathodic reaction is polarized. This negative potential shift
reduces the driving force and corrosion rate. The greater the driving force is minimized
the greater the level of protection the steel will receive. NACE has determined
polarization of 100 mV will virtually stop the corrosion and is the basis for cathodic
protection. Lower levels of polarization will provide corrosion control. Cathodic
polarization also increases the chloride 'threshold'. ln fact, even low levels of
polarization associated with current in the range of 0.2-2 mNmZ, can increase the
chloride 'threshold' by the order of one magnitude. This is the basis for corosìon
prevention. It is important to note that the effects of cathodic polarization are immediate
but cease once the protecting current has halted 32'36.

4.4.2 Secondary Effect

Conventional understanding indicates that the principal protection against conosion is

due to the negative potential shift of the cathode Qtrimary effect). This is the basis for the
"instant off ' criterion for determining cathodic protection, as discussed previously.
However, in steel reinforced concrete environment, the cathodic kinetic reactions are

weakly polarized. This indicates that the cathode is constantly resisting the negative
potential shift. As chlorides breakdown the passive film layer, corrosion rate increases,

as does the oxidation reaction. An increase in oxidized iron ions signifies a
depolanzation in anodic reaction. The secondary effect focuses on anodic polarization of
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steel and the effect it has on the cathodic region. By introducing current, a positive shift
in open circuit potential is associated with anodic polarization. The polarizalion of the

anodic reaction results in the migration of chlorides away from the rebar and increase in
pH in the surrounding concrete. This promotes the re-passivity of the film, creating a

much less aggressive environment. When current is applied, the flow travels through the
electrolyte by way of migrating ions. The flow is proportional to the mobility and

magnitude of ion movement. Current flows in the same direction as positive ions (from
anode to cathode). As current flows to the cathode, negative ions travel in the opposite
direction towards the anode. Thus, current flow produces a migration of chloride ions
(Cl ) away from the cathode. Research shows that the open circuit potentials become

more positive with the formation of the passive film. This reduces the tendency for steel

oxidizing and therefore, reduces or eliminates the coffosion activity. The shift in open

circuit potential also leads to a decrease in the amount of current required to maintain the

same level of protection. Both the primary and secondary effects occur concurrently as a

result of applied current, but the secondary effect is often overlooked.

The theory relating to the beneficial ofeffects ofanodic polarization versus cathodic
polarization is depicted using the Evans diagram, in research papers published by Glass et
al. A specimen subjected to chloride contamination was initially corroding at 30 mA./m2.

By applying a current density to the specimen of 40 mVm2, and keeping the anodic and

cathodic reaction kinetics unchanged, the corrosion rate decreased to 15 mA/m'. This
represents the effects of a negative potential shift. However, by allowing a positive
increase of 200 mV in open circuit potential, a decrease in conosion rate to 0.8 mA/m2
was observed. This increase in positive potential is associated with the change in
environment surrounding the concrete and perhaps the re-passivity of the film. In short,

cathodic polarization is related to the negative polarization shift of the cathode, whereas

the anodic polarization is related to the change in environment surrounding the rebar.

Figure 4-6, illustrates the Evans diagram associated to these findings 32'36.
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Figure 4-6: Effects of anodic polarization on corrosion rate in
reinforced concrete 36

4.4.3 Negative Effects

The old cliché: too much of something good is bad; is also applicable to the case of
polarization of steel. At high levels of polarization, hydrogen evolution occurs in the
cathodic areas. This can lead to hydrogen embrittlement of the reinforcing steel, and thus
jeopardizing its strength capability. This is particularly true for applications using high
strength steel (op > 700 MPa). Hydrogen embrittlement cannot occur at potentials more
negative than -900 mV, when exposed to alkaline environments (pH >12). This is true
even for the most susceptible steel reinforcements, such as prestressed strands or
quenched and tempered steel. For lower strength steel (oB < 700 MPa), hydrogen
embrittlement is not an issue.32

Other negative factors associated with polarization of steel to very negative potentials
include: adhesion loss and concrete degradation. The former, can occur at potentials
reaching -1 100 mV. Although not much is documented on the cause of this phenomenon,
it generally occurs with ribbed steel reinforcement. The latter, is related to the increase in
alkalinity surrounding the rebar. If alkali-reactive aggregates are present in the concrete
there may be a risk of alkali-silica reaction, only if the current is excessively high in the
short-term or moderately high (>10 mA/m2¡ in the long-term applications. Alkali-silica
reaction causes premature deterioration of concrete. 32
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5.1 SACRIFICIAL PUCK ANODE ANALYSIS

The results for the performance of the new galvanic system A and the other commercially
available galvanic systems, which have been labeled: B, C, D, and E, are presented in this
section. The results include half-cell tests (open circuit potential), current density output, and
potential decays. These tests were conducted on a steel reinforced concrete slab specimens
containing I.2%ò and 3.9Vo chlondes by weight of cement. Half of these specimens were further
subjected to continuous high temperature and high humidity (35 C, 907o R.H.) via an

environmental chamber, or exposed to Winnipeg's outdoor conditions from the months of April
to October. Duplicates of each slab specimens were also tested under the same conditions to
achieve greater accuracy of the results (average of the two specimens). Control specimens
containing no galvanic system were also subjected to the same conditions. No duplicates were
tested for the control specimens. To compare the performance of the sacrificial anodes, the
results were plotted for one particular bar (or the mesh) subjected to the same conditions. For
instance, result from current output delivered to Bar 3 for the different specimens and subjected
to the 1.27o chlonde by weight cement in the environmental chamber were plotted together.
This facilitated the comparison between the different galvanic systems. The plotted results were
the average of the duplicates for each specimen, except for the controls.

5.1.1 Half-Cell Results: Environmental Chamber

Half-cell potential (open circuit) readings were conducted for both the control and galvanically
protected specimens. All specimens (control and galvanic) were cast with the pre-determined
amount of chloride content and were kept at room temperature and humidity for approximately a

1O-month period. The specimens were then exposed to the environmental chamber 7 days before
turning on the galvanic systems (i.e. the switch) and recording the initial reading (time zero
days). Prior to this period, the circuit was disconnected and the sacrificial anodes bared no
influence on the Bars and mesh. After the initial connection of the circuit, the sacrificial anodes

were free to electro-chemically interact with the steel. In total, the environmental chamber was
in-operation for a period of 172 days (not including The 7 day period prior to the initial reading).
After this period, the specimens returned to room temperature and humidity, while the sacrificial
system remained operational. A long-term reading was taken at 506 days to see how the
specimens were behaving. The only period in which the sacrificial systems were disconnected
throughout this period was during testing periods. Figures 5-1 to 5-5 show the half-cell potential
results for the control and galvanically protected specimens, subjecte d to 3 .9Eo chloride by
weight of cement. Figures 5-6 to 5-10 show the half-cell potential results for the control and
galvanically protected specimens, subjected to I.2Vo chloride by weight of cement.
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Figure 5-1: Half-cell potential of the different galvanic systems for Bar I subjected to 3.9Vo

chloride by weight of cement and exposed to the environmental chamber

Figure 5-2: Half-cell potential of the different galvanic systems for Bar 2 subjected to 3.9Vo

chloride by weight of cement and exposed to the environmental chamber
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Figure 5-3: Half-cell potential of the different galvanic systems for Bar 3 subjected lo 3.97o

chloride by weight of cement and exposed to the environmental chamber

Figure 5-4: Half-cell potential of the dìfferent galvanic systems for Bar 4 subjected to 3.9Vo

chloride by weight of cement and exposed to the environmental chamber
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Figure 5-5: Half-cell potential of the different galvanic systems for the Mesh subjected to
3.97o chlonde by weight of cement and exposed to the environmental chamber

Figure 5-6: Half-cell potential of the different galvanic systems for Bar I subjected to l.2Vo

chloride by weight of cement and exposed to the environmental chamber
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Figure 5-7: Half-cell potential of the different galvanic systems for Bar 2 subjected to l.2Vo
chloride by weight of cement and exposed to the environmental chamber

Figure 5-8: Half-cell potential of the different galvanic systems for Bar 3 subjected to l.ZVo
chloride by weight of cement and exposed to the environmental chamber
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Figure 5-9: Half-cell potential of the different galvanic systems for Bar 4 subjected to I.27o
chloride by weight of cement and exposed to the environmental chamber

Figure 5-10: Half-cell potential of the different galvanic systems for the Mesh subjected to
I.27o chlonde by weight of cement and exposed to the environmental chamber
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Results and Interpretation

readings were available for both duplicates of Sacrificial Anode D subjected to high chlorides. It
is important to also poìnt out that the half-cell corrosion potential for the control specimen

comprised of the average results taken from the four bars. Since the control bars were not
subjected to any sacrificial anode system and since all other conditions are essentially the same

(geometry, properties, chloride content, moisture, etc...) the half-cell potential readings in theory
should also be similar. Thus, the average of the four bars was plotted for each control specimen

so that an accurate datum point could be established. The control half-cell potential obtained for
the mesh, which has a different geometry to the bars, was plotted separately. Control mesh

results were compared to the other mesh potentials obtained by the different specimens.

It is difficult to see any clear trend in the half-cell results for the different systems when
comparing them to one another. There is a lot of fluctuation and overlapping in the Figures 5-1

to 5-10. However, when analyzing the initial reading, half-cell potential for the specimens

exposed to high chlorides ranged in the vicinity of -475 mV to -650 mV. Comparing these initial
readings with the ASTM interpretations (Table 3-5), the potentials are much more negative than

the -350 mV mark, indicating a probability of corrosion of at least907o. This signifies that at

the moment of time zero, corrosion has most likely initiated and the steel is in an active state.

Specimens subjected to low chlorides, recorded an initial half-cell reading typically ranging from

-350 mV to -450 mV. This was expected since it indicates a less aggressive environment for the
specimens containing 1.2 Vo chlondes per weight of cement. Despite the less aggressive

environment, the initial half-cell readings still indicate an active state where the probabìlity of
corrosion taking place is still high. These initial half-cell results coincide well with the proposed
objective of testing the level of protection offered by the galvanic systems in a corroding
environment (i.e., corrosion control and not corrosion prevention).

As expected, the initial potential readings were very similar for all bars subjected to same

chloride levels, despite the difference in galvanic systems. Since the circuit was disconnected
prior to the initial reading, no protecting current was present and therefore the galvanic systems

had no effect on the steel. However, with continuous exposure to high temperature and relative
humidity as well as the continual activation of the galvanic systems, the open circuit (half-cell)
potential readings for the different specimens varied with time. Under ideal conditions, the

following trends would be expected:

Open-circuit corrosion potential becomes more positive with time relative to the control
half-cell potential due to the protection of the curent;
The greater the amount of current supplied to the reinforcement the greater the open-

circuit potential shift in the positive direction would become (i.e. open-circuit potential
would vary with galvanic systems, distance to the sacrificial anode, and steel to sacrificial
anode area ratio).

However, this was not always the case. Many galvanic systems showed corrosion potential more
negative than the control corrosion potential. For instance, the open-circuit potential for
Sacrificial Anode A, exposed to high chlorides for Bars 1 to 4 (Figure 5-1 and 5-4) behaved in an

almost identical manner. The initial readings for the bars saw a half-cell reading slightly greater

than the control. At a time of 56 days, the open-circuit potential peaked in the negative direction

1.

2.
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reaching potential near -700 mV, roughly 150 mV more negative than the control potential. The
open-circuit potential then became more positive than the control potential thereafter. Sacrificial
Anode D on the other hand, started with an initial half-cell potential more positive than the

control; it continuously recorded increasingly more negative potentials thereafter. Although
more negative half-cell readings are associated with higher corrosion probability, it gives no

indication on the corrosion rate. Therefore, despite the fact that corrosion potentials may indicate
high corrosion probability, it is importanf,fo analyze all the various tests to conclude whether
corrosion is taking place and to what extent.

The open-circuit potential for Sacrificial Anode A specimens containing low chloride levels
behaved much more as expected. The initial half-cell readings were in proximity to the control
potential, signifying an approximately equal risk of corrosion. After activation, the open-circuit
potential for Sacrificial Anode A increasingly became more positive than the potential for the

control specimens. This was the trend in particular for Bars 7 and2 (Figures 5-6 and 5-7). As
discussed in the theoretical analysis section, when current is supplied to the reinforcement, the

surrounding within the concrete changes, thus rendering the environment less aggressive. This
improvement in environment leads to a decrease in corrosion potential. Corrosion potential also

appears to be increasing negatively with distance from the anode as seen in Sacrificial Anode A
for Bars 3 and4 (Figures 5-8 and 5-9). Recall, from Section 3.1., that Bars 1 and2 are spaced at

equal distance from the anode, whereas Bars 3 and 4 are increasingly further away in distance,

respectively. In theory, relatively less current should be delivered to these further bars. The
result for mesh open-circuit potential also shows more negative values. This is again expected

since the steel mesh covers a much larger area.

When the environmental chamber was turned "off' after I72 days, the corrosion potential shifted
significantly for each case towards the passive region. In fact, the half-cell readings at 506 days

indicate coruosion potential typically between -100 mV to -300 mV for specimens exposed to
low chlorides. Therefore, the corrosion potential shifted from active corrosion activity to a range

of uncertain corrosion activity or passive activity (less than l}Vo probability of corrosion). This
was expected since temperature and relative humidity greatly influence corrosion, as illustrated
previously by Figures 3-7 and 3-8, in Section 3.4. Most galvanic system specimens exposed to
high chloride levels also showed an open-circuit potential more positive than the control
potential at readings at 506 days. Again, this is due to the environment becoming less

aggressive, combined with the continual protection offered by the sacrificial throughout this
period.

Since it is difficult to analyze the results because of the fluctuation and overlapping of the

corrosion potential curves, a weighted-average of the potential was tabulated. This weighted-
average is representative of the mean corrosion potential throughout the testing period. Table 5-

1, shows the weighted-average of the half-cell readings for the galvanic systems exposed to high
chlorides. In the interest of comparing the specimens exposed to high temperature and relative
humidity (35 C and 90Vo, respectively), only the readings taken when the environmental chamber
was functional (first I72 days) will be analyzed. Table 5-2, shows the weighted average of the
half-cell readings for the galvanic system exposed to low chlorides. Again only the first 172 days

were taken into consideration for this table.
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Table 5-1: Average weighted corrosion potential for specimens subjected to 3.97o chlorides

by weight of cement and exposed to 35 C and 90Vo relative humidity lor 172 days.

Galvanic
system

Average -
weighted
corrosion
potential for
Bar 1. mV

Average -

weighted
corrosion
potential for
Bar 2, mV

Average -
weighted
corrosion
potential for
Bar 3, mV

Average -

weighted
corrosion
potential for
Bar 4, mV

Average -

weighted
corrosion
potential for
Mesh, mV

A -580 -561 -571 -573 -640

B -539 -552 -s49 -570 -512

C -551 -561 -519 -594 -6s6

D -574 -572 -555 -554 -610

E -481 -500 -552 -557 -621

Control -531 -537 -531 -537 -571

Table 5-2: Average weighted corrosion potential for specimens subjected to 1.27o chlorides

by weight of cement and exposed to 35 C and 90Vo relative humidity for I72 days.

Galvanic
system

Average
weighted
corrosion
potential for
Bar 1, mV

Average
weighted
corrosion
potential for
Bar 2, mV

Average
weighted
corrosion
potential for
Bar 3, mV

Average
weighted
corrosion
potential for
Bar 4, mV

Average
weighted
corrosion
potential for
Mesh, mV

A -342 -JJ I -384 -405 -398

B -365 -355 -447 -429 -428

C -408 -406 -432 -465 -455

D -431 -396 -345 -365 -478

E -368 -362 -357 -382 -443

Control -4r2 -412 -412 -412 -425

'When comparing the two tables, it is easy to realize the specimens contaminated with higher
chlorides (Table 5-1) are in fact exposed to a much more aggressive environment than their
counterparts, as shown by the higher negative half-cell values. Sacrificial Anode B, C, and E

have similar trends to what is expected, as shown in Table 5- 1; the closer the bar is to the

sacrificial anode the less negative (i.e. or more positive) the half-cell readings, thus signifying a

less aggressive environment. The mesh readings in each of these cases also show a higher
conosion potential. This was expected since the steel surface area of the mesh is much greater

than that of the bars. For the most part in Table 5-1, the corrosìon potentials for the bars

protected by the galvanic systems was more negative than the control specimens.

The specimens in Table 5-2 for the most part (except Sacrificial Anode D) behaved as expected.

The half-cell potential increased negatively as distance from the anode increased. Mesh readings

generally also indicated a more aggressive environment as compared to bars for a particular

specimen. Corrosion potential readings for the bars relating to the galvanic systems were

virtually all more positive than the bars in the control specimen indicating a less aggressive
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environment when the current was being delivered to the reinforcement. However, almost the
opposite effect was seen when comparing the mesh corrosion potential. By analysis of the half-
cell readings only, this implies that the possibility for corrosion activity in the mesh is higher
when it is galvanically protected under the present wiring system. The most logical explanation
for this anomaly is the result of a macro-cell between the mesh and the Bars. This will be
discussed in greater detail in the following sections.

In theory, it would be expected that the galvanic systems that generates a longer sustained current
over a certain period of time would provide the most protection to the steel. It would render the
environment within the concrete less aggressive, thus lowering the risk of corrosion and
ultimately shifting the open-circuit potential by greater values towards the positive direction. So,
a galvanic system with greater current capacity should in theory have values of open-circuit
potential more positive than a galvanic system that produces less current. However, this is not
always the case as many different factors affect the overall performance of a system. Assuming
that all environmental conditions are the same for each slab under investigation (i.e. exact
chlorides, resistance, moisture, etc...), it is still vital to consider the current distribution and
potential decay or "instant off ' readings, in order to make a educated conclusion of the results.
In other words, corrosion potential can only tell you part of the story. Corrosion potential defines
the risk (or tendency) of corrosion due to the state of the environment within concrete, but it does
not necessarily give any information on the performance of a system (i.e., the decrease in
corrosion rate). Therefore, it is important to analyze each of these conditions prior to making any
conclusion about a particular sacrificial anode.

5.1.2 Half-Cell Results: Outdoor Conditions

Half-cell and open circuit results for the specimens exposed to outdoor conditions are shown in
Tables 5-11 to 5-20. The outdoor specimens were cast with the same batch as the specimens
exposed to the envìronmental chamber. The specimens were contaminated with the two levels of
chlorides: 3 .9Vo per weight of cement and I .2Vo per weight of cement. The specimens were then
kept in room conditions for approximately only 8-months, after which they were sent outdoors
prior to initial testing. Half-cell (i.e. open circuit) results for the specimens exposed to outdoor
conditions are shown for high chloride contaminate levels and low chloride contaminate levels,
in Figures 5-1 1 to 5-15, and 5-16 to 5-20, respectively.
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Figure 5-11: Half-cell potential of the different galvanic systems for Bar 1 subjected ro 3.9Vo

chloride by weight of cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate

Figure 5-12: Half-cell potential of the different galvanic systems for Bar 2 subjected to 3.9Vo

chloride by weight of cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate
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Figure 5-13: Half-cell potential of the different galvanic systems for Bar 3 subjected to 3.9Vo
chloride by weight of cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate

Figure 5-14: Half-cell potential of the different galvanic systems for Bar 4 subjected to 3.9Vo
chloride by weight of cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate
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Figure 5-15: Half-cell potential of the different galvanic systems for the Mesh subjected to
3.97o chloride by weight of cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate

Figure 5-16: Half-cell potential of the different galvanic systems for Bar I subjected to 7.ZVo

chloride by weight of cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate

-800 

-.r.o l--
.roo L-
...n l-
,...]_
.550f-
.50o l-

-ouo l-
þ-{oo +

-.uo L-
..oo L-
.ruo ]--

I.200 
ï-

.rso f-
-,no l-
.o ]--
oL

23-4ptr06

E

.g

o
o
o-
Ê
o'õ
o
oo

I 1-May-06 29'May-06 16.Jun.06 4-Jul-06 22-Jul-06

Time, Days

27-Aug'06 14-Sep-06 2-Oct-06 20-Ocl-06

53



Results and Interpretation

E

.ct

ot
o
o-

.9q
o
oo

-800

-750

-700

-650

-600

-550

-500

-450

-400

-350

-300

.250

-200

.150

.1 00

-50

0

23-Apr06 11-¡/ay{6 29-May-06 4.Jul-06 22-Jul-06 9-Au9-06 27-Aug'06 14-Sep-06 2-Ocl-06

Time, Days

Figure 5- 17: Half-cell potential of the different galvanic systems for Bar 2 subjected to I .27o

chloride by weight of cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate

Figure 5- 18: Half-cell potential of the different galvanic systems for Bar 3 subjected to I.ZVo

chloride by weight of cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate
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Figure 5-19: Half-cell potential of the different galvanic systems for Bar 4 subjected to l.ZVo

chloride by weight of cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate

Figure 5-20: Half-cell potential of the different galvanic systems for the Mesh subjected to
LZVo chlonde by weight of cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate
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chlorides were tested first in late April 2006. The remainder of the specimens began its first
round of testing in mid May 2006.

The general trends for the specimens containing galvanic systems for both cases of contaminate
levels are similar. The initial half-cells reading are relatively very negative; after the activation
of the galvanic anode, the open circuit potential begins shifting towards the positive direction;
between early July and mìd August there is a peak in potential in the positive direction; finally,
the open circuit potential shifts towards the negative direction. The trend of the open circuit
potential increasing positively with respect to the initial half-cell readings coincides well with the

original presumptions. Prior to the initial reading, the specimens were contaminated with a

designated amount of chloride and were subjected to no external current (i.e., switches were not
tumed "on"). After activation, the most simplistic assumption is that the open circuit potential
will become increasingly positive due to the protecting current.

One major difference between the specimens housed in the environmental chamber as opposed to
the specimens kept outdoors is that, unlike the chamber environment, the outdoor conditions are

not constant. Temperature fluctuates outdoors on an almost hourly basis. The temperature
between night and day, week-to-week, and month-to-month, all vary. Relative humidity also
varies continuously, with precipitation occurring sporadically throughout the testing period
months. A complete daily report of the Winnipeg's climate throughout the months under
investigation is attached in Appendix B. Recalling Table 3-3, July was the hottest and driest
month, averaging a mean high temperature of 29.8 C and total precipitation of 10.5 mm. Dry
conditions result in an increase in concrete resistivity since the water particles used to conduct
the flow of electrons across the electrolyte are scarce. Thus, corrosion activity is diminished.
This explains the shift of potential in the positive direction seen in early July for almost every
galvanic specimen. August on the other hand was a hot and humid month, with the average high
temperature and total precipitation reaching 27 C and 52.0 mm, respectively. The end of the

month of August saw the corrosion potential number of galvanic specimen shift back towards the

negative direction, indicating a more aggressive environment. Other specimens had their
potential continue to peak in the positive direction or simply remain the same. Basic theory
would imply that, as temperature and relative humidity increase, so should the corrosion activity
and thus the corrosion potential. However, as moisture increases, concrete resistivity drops; and
the ability for the sacrificial anode to distribute current increases. There are several factors that
may affect the overall performance of the sacrificial anode. It is also important to note that the
outdoor specimens were kept in their plastic formwork to allow for natural ponding. The edge of
the concrete-plastic interface was initially sealed with caulking so that ponding would only occur
from the top surface of the slab. Unfonunately, the caulking deteriorated on many specimens

allowing water to penetrate to the bottom of the formwork. Eventually all caulking was removed
in an attempt to maintain equal conditions. Ponding in this case was still possible, but it would
encase the entire slab. The plastic formwork also proved to be a nuisance in many instances

because it was easily damaged. This allowed for water to drain out of some specimens whereas

as others remained submerged. Repairs were attempted, but this proved to be an ongoing
struggle.
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Tables 5-3 and 5-4 show the average-weighted corrosion potential for the outdoor specimens
containing 3.9Vo and I.2Vo chlonde by weight of cement, respectively.

Table 5-3: Average weighted corrosion potential for specimens subjected to 3.9Vo

chlorides by weight of cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate from the
months of April to October, 2006

Galvanic
system

Average -

weighted
corrosion
potential for
Bar 1, mV

Average -

weighted
corrosion
potential for
Bar 2, mV

Average -
weighted
corrosion
potential for
Bar 3, mV

Average -
weighted
corrosion
potential for
Bar 4, mV

Average -

weighted
corrosion
potential for
Mesh, mV

A -427 -410 -431 -468 -531

B -488 -471 -526 -551 -556
C -488 -501 -411 -516 -565

D -496 -s00 -453 -480 -601

E -s46 -522 -521 -522 -621

Control -6t1 -611 -611 -611 -630

Table5-4: Average weighted corrosion potential for specimens subjected to l.27o
chlorides by weight of cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate from the
months of April to October, 2006

Galvanic
system

Average -

weighted
corrosion
potential for
Bar 1, mV

Average -
weighted
corrosion
potential for
Bar 2, mV

Average -

weighted
corrosion
potential for
Bar 3. mV

Average -
weighted
corrosion
potential for
Bar 4. mV

Average -

weighted
corrosion
potential for
Mesh, mV

A -415 -410 -31r -407 -443

B -362 -323 -296 -358 -369
C -307 -293 -288 -323 -378
D -374 -JJJ -325 -331 -362
E -405 -370 -359 -399 -363
Control -4r8 -418 -418 -418 -479

Analyzing Table 5-3, the corrosion potential for each case indicates an active state with a
probability of corrosion well above 907o. The control specimen subjected to high chloride levels
shows an average corrosion potential of -61 1 mV for the bars and -630 mV for the mesh. From
Table 5-3, it is clear that corrosion potential for the control is more negative than specimens.
This indicates a higher probability of a more active corrosion activity within the control
specimen. This is what is expected since the control specimen is not protected by any sacrificial
anodes. Comparing the results from Table 5-3 to Table 5-1, the opposite trend takes place in
many instances. ln the environmental chamber, many specimens containing sacrificial anodes

recorded a more negaiive corrosion potential than its control specimen counterpart. By analyzing
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the half-cell potential results alone, this trend of specimens protected by sacrificial anodes

recording more negative cor¡osion potential than the control (unprotected) specimen, is counter-
intuitive. At this stage it is difficult to formulate any conclusive reason for this trend based
solely on the results obtained from the half-cell tests. Further investigation based on the other
results is needed to come up with an educated hypothesis.

Analyzing Table 5-4, the trends are similar to the trends seen for the outdoor specimens exposed
to high chloride levels. Throughout the testing period, the average-weighted corrosion potential
for the protected specimens are generally significantly more positive than the corrosion potential
displayed by the corresponding control specimen. Again, this trend is opposite to the results
from the specimens housed in the chamber (when active) subjected to the same chloride levels,
and suggests that outdoor conditions are less aggressìve. Comparing the corrosion potential
between Tables 5-3 and 5-4, it is clear that Table 5-4 is the less aggressive environment. In fact,
many specimens exhibit corrosion potential more positive than -350 mV. This correlates with a

corrosion activity in the uncertain range, where the probability of corrosion is greater than l}Vo
but less Íhan 90Vo.

In terms of distance of bar from the anode, the trend for both Tables 5-3 and 5-4 are not always
so clear. In theory, the bars located at a further distance from the anode should receive less
current due to the increase in concrete resistivity. Consequently, the surrounding environment
should be more aggressive at the further bars; and thus, a higher corrosion potential should be
observed. This is not the case for a majority of the galvanic specimens subjected to the two
levels of chloride contaminates exposed to outdoor conditions. Possible macro-cell corrosion
between the mesh and the furthest bars is the most logical explanation, and this phenomenon will
be discussed latter sections. Mesh corrosion potentials are generally expected to be more
aggressive than the bars due to the larger surface area required to be protected. This was
generally the trend in both conditions as shown in Tables 5-3 and 5-4.

5.1.3 Current Output: Environmental Chamber

The amount of current delivered to the reinforcement plays an important role in determining the
level of protection offered by the galvanic system. The transfer of electrons from the higher
potential sacrificial anode to the lower potential steel causes the protective current. The amount
of current delivered is a function of the surrounding environment and the capacity of the
sacrificial anode to deliver the current. Other factors include distance from anode and steel to
anode surface area ratio. Current output was measured by connecting a multi-meter to the switch
connecting the anode and reinforcement wires. Figures 5-2I to 5-24 and Figures 5-25 to 5-28
represent the current density for specimens exposed to the environmental chamber and subjected
to 3.9Vo and 1.2Vo chlorides by weight of cement, respectively.
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240 280

Time, Days

Figure 5-21: Average cuffent density recorded for Bar 1 and Bar 2, subjected to 3.9Vo chloride
by weight of cement and exposed to the environmental chamber

240 280

Time, Days

Frgure 5-22: Current density recorded for Bar 3 subjected to 3.9Vo chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to the environmental chamber
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240 2A0

Time, Days

Figure 5-23: Current density recorded for Bar 4 subjected to 3.97o chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to the environmental chamber

240 280

Time, Days

Figure 5-24: Current density recorded for the Mesh subjected to 3.9Vo chlonde by weight of
cement and exposed to the environmental chamber
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Figure 5-25: Average current density recorded for Bar 1 and Bar 2, subjected to 7.2Vo chloride
by weight of cement and exposed to the environmental chamber

Figure 5-26: Current density recorded for Bar 3 subjected to l.2Vo chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to the environmental chamber
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Figure 5-27: Current density recorded for Bar 4 subjected to 1.2Vo chtoride ly weight of
cement and exposed to the environmental chamber

Figure5-28:CurrentdensityrecordedfortheMeshsubjectedto1.27"@
cement and exposed to the environmental chamber
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reading of the sacrificial anode's capacity to generate current at close proximity to the
reinforcement was desired. The average of Bars I and 2 could be taken by connecting the

exterior of the bars with a wire (Figure 3-1). The bars are placed at an equal distance from the
sacrificial anode and so the current distribution to Bars 1 and2 should be similar. The second
reason for placing the sacrificial anode between Bars i and 2 is that it skewed the sacrificial
anode's position to one side of the slab. This allowed current distribution to be measured to
reinforcement located at a further distance (Bar 4). This helps determine the "throwing" power
of each sacrificial anode.

At time zero, a surge in initial current output was generally observed. This surge was recorded
instantaneously when the system was immediately activated (i.e. switch initially turned "on"), but
quickly dissipated. The average initial current density readings for Bars I and2 only, are

recorded in Tables 5-5 and 5-6 for the specimens exposed to 3.9Vo and I.ZVo chlorides by weight
of cement, respectively. For reasons yet to be discussed, data recorded prior to day 38 for Bars 3,

4 and mesh were not accurate and thus will not be presented. The initial cunent readings for
Bars 1 and 2 were also not included in the Figures 5-2I to 5-28, due to scaling issues. The first
reading in Figures 5-21 to 5-28 was taken at 4 hours after the system was activated. The final
current output reading taken while the environmental chamber was still functional was recorded
af 156 days. The chamber was turned "offl' shortly thereafter. A long-term current output
reading was taken 499 days after the initial current reading.

Current data prior to day 38 were taken with the assumption that each switch individually
controlled the flow of current to its respective bar or mesh. Prior to day 38, the testing sequence
was as follows: a multimeter was connected to Switch A (Figure 3-1); the switch was then turned
"off', and the current output was recorded. The multimeter was then connected to Switch B; the

switch was turned "off', and the current output was recorded. The measurements continued until
all readings were taken and then all the switches were turned back "on", until the next set of
readings at alaier date. This methodology proved to be incorrect since the system is actually a

parallel circuit connected by the sacrificial anode; and thereby interrupting the current flow to a
particular bar or mesh shifted the current distribution to the remaining connected reinforcements.
The first readings taken from Switch A, was not affected because all other circuits were

unintemrpted at the time of recording, sìnce Switch A was always the first to be measured.

However, as the readings continued on the adjacent switches, current was interrupted since
Switch A and possibly other switches were turned "off', depending on which reading was being
taken. The testing methodology was corrected immediately upon realization of this problem.
The correct methodology is simply to perform the readings one at a time (i.e., connected the

multimeter to one particular switch, turn the switch "off" record the output, turn the switch back
"on", and move on to the next switch). This ensures that the readings are representative of the
current distribution when the system is uninterrupted. Unfortunately, this error proved to be

costly in collecting data for the "throwing" power of the sacrificial anodes, in particular affecting
the results of the outdoor specimens, as will be discussed later.
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Sacrificial anode Average initial current density at time zero for bars I and 2,
7

mA,/m

A s0.0
B t2.3
C 47.4
D 1.1

E 46.3

Table 5-5: Average initial current density for Bars I and 2 subjected to 3.9Vo chlorides
by weight of cement and exposed to environmental chamber conditions

Table 5-6: Average initial cuffent density for Bars I and 2 subjected to 1.27o chlorides
by weight of cement and exposed to environmental chamber conditions

Sacrificial anode Average initial current density at time zero for bars i and2,
mNm2

A 38.9
B 10.7

C 1.3

D 0.2
E 6.25

Prior to activation of the switch, corrosion is free to initiate, with the transfer of electrons
occurring from a more negative potential region to a less negative potential region. A very
intense, but short burst of current output is generally observed upon activation of the switch (i.e.,
switch turned "on"). The cause of the burst is primarily due to the difference in potential, which
is the driving force of the current. The initial surge in current can be viewed as water building
behind a dam that suddenly bursts. The initial surge of water will be very intense. The result
would be a sudden surge of water, like a title wave, which would quickly dissipate once it has
passed. Afterwards a steady flow of water would flow dictated by the difference in normal water
levels upstream and downstream of the dam. However, there are a lot more factors influencing
the flow of current in the case of a sacrificial anode system embedded in concrete. One major
factor influencing the sacrificial anode's driving force is the presence and properties ofthe
encapsulating mortar, which encases the galvanic metal. This mortar is often used in sacrificial
anode designs and is generally composed of a lithanium-based compound. The mortar helps to
activate the sacrificial anode and encourages greater, and longer current output. Depending on
the mix and design, the moftars can help activate the sacrif,icial anode and it can generate greater
and longer current output. Details regarding the science behind the mortar are not part of the
scope ofthis report.

As shown in Tables 5-5 and 5-6, the initial surge of current density is quite high for certain
sacrificial anodes. However, this was not the case throughout. Explanations for this may vary
from extremely high resistance between the sacrificial anode and the bar to an initial weak-
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driving force due the nature of the sacrificial anode. Another possibility may be due to human

error. The initial surge occurs literally instantaneously and the result is merely flashed on the

screen of the multi-meter. Unfortunately, only one chance exists to record the initial current

surge. On average, the surge was more intense for the specimens containing high chloride levels,

as expected. This reflects a greater need for protection of these highly contaminated specimens.

In theory, chloride lowers the level of resistivity of concrete, thus permitting an increased flow of
current.

Analyzing Figures 5-21 to 5-28, the general trend shows the majority of the current is distributed
to the nearest bars. This coincides well with the theoretical analysis, which states current

distribution is a function ofconcrete resistance. Therefore, in general the closest bars should
receive the most current and greater protection. This was not always the case, as shown when

considering specimens subjected to high levels of chlorides. In the case of Bar 3 for high
chloride levels, sacrifîcial anodes B, C, D, and E all recorded current densities greater than Bar 1

for a sustained period of time. In each case except for specimen E, this was also accompanied by

negative current densities recorded at the mesh, as shown in Figure 5-24. This hints at a possible

corrosion macro-cell developed between the mesh and Bar 3. The positive and negative symbols
in front of the current densities are a conventional sign used to represent the direction of flow. In
this context, a positive sign indicates the current is flowing towards the bars or mesh. A negative

sign indicates the current is flowing away from the bars or mesh. It is hard to conceive that the

current can flow in the opposite direction, but it may be possible if the difference in potential
between neighboring bars (or the mesh) becomes so extreme that it overcomes the sacrificial
anode's tendency to polarize the steel. This can occur despite of the fact that the sacrificial anode

continues to provide current to the bar (or the mesh). Recall, that corrosion rate is proportionally
related to the difference in potential (driving force) and inversely related to the surrounding
resistivity. Therefore, if the potential difference between two adjacent locations (i.e. bar and the

mesh) is sufficiently high, electron transfer may be easier to accomplish due to the low
resistance. Although the difference in potential between the sacrificial anode and the steel will
almost certainly be higher, the further the steel is to the sacrificial anode, the greater the

resistance becomes. If the amount of electrons lost by the steel to a neighboring bar (or the

mesh) is greater than the amount of electrons received by the steel from the sacrificial anode,

than the net current will be negative. It is important to realize that the corrosion potential and

corrosion rates may be different at different locations on the same bar or the mesh. Therefore, it
is plausible that certain regions on a bar or mesh are actively receiving electrons, whilst other

regions may be corroding. This is the most likely explanation for the negative current densities

observed for the mesh for Specimens B, C, and D. If the net current is traveling away from the

mesh, this signifies the mesh is losing electrons and in essence the mesh has become an anode.

Likewise, this entails that a region of more positive potential must be accepting electrons from
the mesh (i.e, a cathode). Since cunent follows the path of least resistance, the cathode will most

likety be in a location near an extreme corrosion cell on the mesh. In all likelihood, the grand

majority of these areas of extreme corrosion cells wìll most likely develop at locations further
from the sacrificial anode; reason being, the further away from the sacrificial anode the least

amount of protection against corrosion there should be. Therefore, it is very plausible that the

electrons from the mesh are being delivered to Bars 3 and 4.
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In other words a macro-cell may have developed feeding additional current into these bars. This
theory goes well with the result obtained in Table 5- 1. The open-circuit potential of the mesh for
specimens B, C, and D are all more negative than the corresponding potential for Bar 3,

signifying an increased likelihood of corrosion activity in the mesh. It is also interesting to note
that the drop in current flow to Bar 3 for Specimen D subjected to high chlorides at time 105

days (Figure 5-22) correlates with a positive jump in current delivered to the mesh (Figure 5-24).
Unfortunately, due to extreme corrosion activity on the external wire connecting the anode to the
remainder of the bars, testing of the sacrificial System D was not possible at the time of long-
term testing (499 days after switch activation).

The general trend for long term testing did not see any great change in current density. For the
most part, current density seemed to level off or slightly decrease or slightly increase in intensity.
According to basic theory, as current is continuously delivered to the reinforcement, corrosion
activity should be minimized and the conditions around the reinforcement should be less

aggressive. For example, chlorides should be retracted and the protective film should be re-
generated, causing an increase in resistivity. This in turn should lead to a reduction in current
density being delivered by the sacrificial anode. In this case, the environmental chamber was
turned off shortly after day 156 after initial activation; and therefore, it is expected current
distribution would be further reduced, since the demand for current would become less due to
improved environment.

In the case of the mesh, all specimens in both chloride level conditions recorded negative current
density in the long-term test taken al day 499 (Figure 5-24 and 5-28). These negative curents
indicate the net flow of electrons to the mesh is traveling away from the mesh. As discussed
previously, this indicates corrosion activity occurring in the mesh, which leads to macro-cell
corosion between the mesh and the other bars. This may explain the slight increase in current
density seen for some bars at the time 499 days, despite contradictory common theory.

When comparing the results of the different sacrificial systems by means of a graph, it can often
become very difficult to accurately determine the dominant system. This is because of the
continuous overlapping in the results. To get a better picture of the performance of the different
sacrificial anodes, the average-weighted current density was calculated and presented in tabular
form. This enabled the results to be analyzed by a single value representing the average current
density generated by each sacrificial anode for a given time frame. The average-weighted current
density was calculated for the time period during which the chamber was activated (i.e. initial
reading to time day 156). By analyzing the results in tabular form, a simple rating system was
also implemented to facilitate the comparison of the performance of the different sacrificial
anode systems. The rating of each sacrificial anode is based on a point system, where the
maximum amount of points is given to the sacrificial anode that delivers the maximum current
density for the particular condition being investigated. For example, the systems with the
greatest current density would receive 5 points; the second highest current density would receive
4 points, and so on. By tallying the score for each case, a clear comparison on the overall
performance of the different sacrificial anodes can be made. In other words, the sacrificial anode
that continuously delivered the highest average-weighted cuffent density for the different
conditions would receive the most points and therefore be ranked the better system. Visa versa,
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the sacrificial anode that continuously produced the lowest average-weighted current density,

would receive the least points and therefore would be deemed the least effective system. The

average-weighted cument density for high and low chlorides exposed to environmental chamber

conditions are presented in Tables 5-7 and 5-8.

Tabte 5-7: Average-weighted current density subjected to 3.9Vo chlorides by weight of
cement and exposed to 35 C and 95Vo relative humidity for 156 days

Sacrificial anode
system

Average -
weighted
current
density for
Bars 1 and
2, mNm2

Average -
weighted
current
density for
Bar 3,

2m1\/m

Average -
weighted
current
density for
Bar 4,
mNm2

Average -
weighted
current
density for
Mesh,
mNm2

Total score,
points

A 6.24 V 4.93 ilI 4.72 IV I.5l V ll
B 4.44 m 10.59 V 6.26 V -0.90 ilI T6

C 2.55 il 3.5r il 2.14 I 1.35 il 8

D 5.14 IV 6.57 ry 2.46 il 1.85 I l2
E 2.16 I 4.40 I 1.68 I 0.51 IV l

Rating system: V- 5 pts; IV-4 pts; iII-3 pts; II-2 pts; I- 1 pt

Table 5-8: Average-weighted cument density subjected to 1.27o chlondes by weight of
cement and exposed to 35 C and 95Vo relalive humidity for 156 days

Sacrificial anode

system

Average -
weighted
current
density for
Bars 1 and
2.mNmz

Average -
weighted
current
density for
Bar 3,

2mA/m

Average -
weighted
current
density for
Bat 4,
mNm2

Average -
weighted
current
density for
Mesh,

2
m1\,/m

Total score,
points

A 9.87 V 3.42 V 1.23 trI 3.34 V 18

B 3.38 u 1.45 II 0.66 II 1.19 IV t1

C r.4t I r.21 I t.42 I 0.46 m 6

D 2.21 il r.95 ru 1.26 IV -0.59 II I1

E 4.10 IV 2.43 IV 1.75 V -0.90 I t4
Rating system: V-5 pts; IV-4 pts; III- 3 pts; II-2pts; i- 1 pt

Comparing the results, Sacrificial Anode System A received the highest score under both levels

of chloride contamination when exposed to the environmental chamber conditions. Sacrificial
Anode System A was also the only system to achieve a positive average-weighted current density

for each reinforcement subjected to both levels of chlorides. Various systems recorded negative

average-weighted current densities in particular for the mesh. As discussed previously, this is

most likely due to a corrosion macro-cell where the mesh releases electrons, and leads to a
surplus in current to the neighboring bars. This explains why Systems B, C, and D subjected to

high chtoride levels experienced higher average-weighted current densities to Bar 3 instead of the
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expected Bars 1 and2. This occurred despite the fact that Bar 3 is located further from the
sacrificial anode; and thus should have a greater resistance, which in turn should lead to less

current distribution. The results obtained under low chloride conditions follow closely the
expected trend that shows a greater current distribution to nearer bars. The chloride levels mixed
with the aggressive environment offered by the chamber and the vast area of the mesh, may have
caused unforeseen factors such as the development of macro-cells which produced some
unexpected results.

Analyzing Table 5-7 , in the case of Bar 1 and Bar 2, the range of average-weighted current
density varied from 2.76 to 6.24 mNm2 for the different sacrificial systems. According to
previous research, corrosion control protection occurs between I to 7 mA/m2 and cathodic
protection occurs between 2 to 20 mNmz. Therefore, the average-weighted cuffent density
recorded in Table 5-7 falls in the level of protection of corrosion control or the lower scale of
cathodic protection. The most probable level of protection is corrosion control, which signifies
that the corrosion rate is slowed but not stopped. It is difficult to determine the exact level of
protection the sacrificial anodes were able to obtain without analyzing the potential decay results.
However, the data does indicates the relative "strength" or intensity the sacrificial anodes were
able to generate under the given conditions. It is clear however that the average-weighted current
density is well above the level of protection given by corrosion prevention. The different levels
ofprotection and the associated range ofcurrent densities are given in Table 3-6. Sacrificial
anodes are generally used for corrosion prevention or small-scale corrosion control. The only
case to clearly register cathodic protection status under high chloride levels according to current
density criteria is the Sacrificial Anode System B, which recorded an average-weighted current
density of 10.59 mNmz for Bar 3. This is most likely associated with a corrosion macro-cell
formation located near Bar 3 as previously discussed, and therefore is misleading.

The lower level chloride contamination specimens behaved more like to the anticipated trends.
In all instances, the bars closer to the anode received a higher current distribution than the bars

Iocated at further distances. The highest recorded average-weighted cuffent density was recorded
for Bar I and2, with a current density of 9.81 mVm2 associated with Sacrificial Anode A, as

shown in Table 5-8. This was the only current density to clearly fall in the range of cathodic
protection. All the other systems generally fell in the lower range of corrosion control.

5.1.4 Current Output: Winnipeg Climate

Specimens left outdoors were exposed to Winnipeg's outdoor conditions throughout the months
of April to October. A complete resume of the outdoor conditions can be found in Section 3.4.
Figures 5-29 to 5-32 and Figures 5-33 to 5-36 give the current densities recorded by the different
specimens throughout the test period, for high chloride and low chloride levels, respectively.
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Figure 5-29: Average current density recorded for Bar 1 and Bar 2, subjected to 3.97o chloride
by weight of cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate
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Figure 5-30: Current density recorded for Bar 3, subjected to 3.9Vo chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate
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Figure 5-31 : Current density recorded for Bar 4, subjected to 3.9Vo chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate

Figure 5-32: Current density recorded for the Mesh, subjected to 3.9Vo chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate
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Figure 5-33: Average current density recorded for Bar 1 and Bar 2, subjected to I.27o chloride
by weight of cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate

Figure 5-34: Current density recorded for Bar 3, subjected Ío t.ZVo chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate
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Figure 5-35: Current density recorded for Bar 4, subjected to 7.27o chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate

Figure 5-36: Current density recorded for the Mesh, subjected to 1.ZVo chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate

The first readings taken in Figures 5-29 and 5-33 provide the average cuffent density recorded
one day after initial activation of the system. The initial surge in current output recorded at time
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zero was not plotted in Figures 5-29 and 5-33, due to its great magnitude in comparison with
curent densities recorded at other dates. By implementing the initial current reading at time
zero, it would have been difficult to read the remaining data due to scaling constraints.

Therefore, the initial cunent density reading at time zero for specimens subjected to 3.9Vo

chlorides and I.27o chlorides and exposed to Winnipeg summer climate are tabulated in the

Appendix C, in Tables C-1 and C-2, respectively. Unfortunately, data recorded prior to mid-July
for current density relating to Bars 3,4 and the mesh were conducted improperly and as a result

were not presented in the above figures. The reason for this improper testing methodology was

discussed in the previous section and is due to involuntarily diverting current readings after

turning off the switches during testing.

Analyzing Figure 5-29, it is clear that both Sacrificial Anodes A and B clearly outperformed the

remaining sacrificial anodes in terms of current density distributed to Bars I and2. Sacrificial
Anodes C, D, and E, all distributed approximately the same current output to Bars 7 and2
throughout the testing period. Despite the difference in current density magnitude when

comparing the performance of each sacrificial anode, a clear trend can be observed when

analyzing the current output with time. The first few readings are typically high in magnitude

and then drop to lower levels during lhe month of July. In all cases, current output increases in
the month of August, peaking at the reading taken at the end of the month. Current output then

decreases once again, as is evident in the fînal readings taken in October. These fluctuations in
current output are directly effected by the continuously changing climate. Unlike the specimens

housed in the environmental chambers, which were subjected to constant high temperature and

high humidity, the specimens housed outdoors were subjected to changing climate on an almost

daily basis. If current data was taken daily, Figure 5-29 would still follow the same trend but
there would be much more 'noise' in the data. Despite the changing climate on a daily basis, the

climate still follows the traditional patterns historically experienced in Winnipeg's summer

months. The sacrificial anode systems were first activated in late April and the beginning of
May. Since the specimens were cast 8-months prior with the designated levels of chlorides

mixed in with the constituents, corrosion activity was most likely already initiated. As a result,

the initial current upon activating the sacrificial systems was high. In addition to the initial surge

of current, the months of May and June are generally wann and humid. This climate provides

favorable conditions for corrosion activity; and thus, it is expected the sacrificial anodes would
generate a high volume of current output. July is traditionally hot and dry, leading to high
resistivity in the concrete and therefore low corrosion activity. Low sacrificial curent output, as

shown in Figure 5-29, arc associated with hot and dry conditions. The relatively hot
temperatures combined with the high precipitation levels experienced in August is favorable

once again for an extremely corrosive environment, and thus greatü sacrificial current output is

generated.

For comparison purposes, the average-weighted current densities for the different sacrificial
systems were tabulated. Using the same rating system as Section 5.1.3. comparisons are

facilitated. Tables 5-9 and 5-10 show the average-weighted current densities for the sacrificial
systems exposed to an outdoor climate and subjected to 3.9Eo and l.ZVo chlorides per weight of
cement, respectively.

t3
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Table 5-9: Average-weighted current density subjected to 3.9Vo chlorides by weight of
cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate

Sacrificial anode
system

Average -
weighted
current
density for
Bars I and
2, mVmz

Average -
weighted
current
density for
Bar 3,

mNm2

Average -
weighted
current
density for
Bar 4,

2
m1\,/m

Average -
weighted
current
density for
Mesh,
mNm2

Total score,
points

A 9.71 V 3.46 V 3.27 V 0.40 ry t9
B 8.96 IV 2.53 IV t;71 TV -0.84 I t3
C 3.69 m 1.82 trI 0.92 I 0.03 m t0
D 3.35 il t.54 I 0.97 tr 0.00 ü l
E 2.16 I 1.18 tr 1.40 n 0.41 V 11

Rating system: V -5 pts; IV-4pts; III -3 pts; II-2 pts; I - 1 pt

Table 5-10: Average-weighted current density
cement and exposed to Winnipeg's

1.2Vo chlondes by weight of

Sacrificial
anode system

Average -
weighted
current
density for
Bars 1 and

2,mNmz

Average -
weighted
cur¡ent
density for
Bat 3,

2mA,/m

Average -
weighted
current
density for
Bar 4,
mNm2

Average -
weighted
current
density for
Mesh,

2mlvm

Total score,
points

A 6.02 V 2.O4 IV 2.46 V 2.83 V t9
B 3.02 m 3.29 V 1.18 ttl 0.31 II 13

C 2.17 II t.63 il 0.73 I 0.50 m 8

D 3.62 IV i.85 m r.31 IV 0.35 I 12

E 2.01 I 0.13 I 1.11 il 0.95 IV 8
Rating system: V-5 pts; IV *4pts; III- 3 pts; Il-2 pts; I- 1 pt

Analyzing Table 5-9, the new Sacrificial Anode System A nearly tripled all of the other
sacrificial systems except for sacrificial system B, in terms of average current output delivered to
Bar 1 and Bar 2. Sacrificial Anode A performed similarly in Table 5-10 when analyzing the
average current output to Bar 1 and Bar 2. The fact that the new System A was able to generate
so much current should in theory translate into more protection for Bars I and2, under the same
conditions. In fact, the average current density of 9J1 mVm2 delivered to Bars I and,2

subjected to high chlorides (Table 5-9), indicates cathodic protection has been reached in these
bars. In Table 5-10, the average cur¡ent density of 6.02 mA./m2 for the same bars indicates either
corrosion control or cathodic protection has been achieved. Recalling from Table 3-6, corrosion
control protection occurs between the range of 1 to 7 mNm2, whereas cathodic protection falls
within the range of 2 to 20 mNm2. It ìs not as straight forward as stating cathodic protection has

or has not been reached simply because the current density is 6.02 mNmz. Remember, cathodic

subjected to
climate
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protection is considered to occur only if the steel is polarized at least 100 mV. The amount of
current required for this will ultimately depend on the conditions surrounding the steel in
question. The amount of current generated specifically by Sacrificial Anode A would definitely
be beneficial in a real-life application. Implemented in a new patch repair, the Sacrificial System

A would certainly prevent any further corrosion activity on nearby reinforcement spaced directly
adjacent to the new repair. Ifused in an already corroding structure, reinforcement located near

the anode (as replicated in Bars I and2) would, at the very least, have its corrosion rate slowed
down significantly, if not completely.

It is also noted that, on average, more current is generated in the specimens containing higher
chloride content, as shown in Table 5-9 compared to Table 5-10. This is expected since a higher
chloride content signifies a harsher environment for corrosion activity and therefore should
translate into greater current output from the sacrificial anodes. Although it may appear that the
mesh receives the least amount of current with respect to the bars, this is not necessarily the case

since current output is being measured as current density. Since the mesh has a much larger area

than each of the individual bars, the current density is generally much lower. Negative average-
weighted current densities occurred only once in the outdoor conditions as shown by Table 5-9.
This is in great contrast to the results obtained for the mesh densities housed in the

environmental chamber (Tables 5-7 and 5-8) that saw 507o of the cases recording negative
values. This indicates the chamber condition was probably more aggressive in terms of
corrosion, since the net flow of current was away from the mesh (negative values). As discussed
previously, the current being delivered to the mesh by the sacrificial anode was not enough to
prevent extreme corrosion conditions and the formation of macro-cells with neighboring bars.

It is also interesting to note that comparing the performance for the different exposure conditions
(environmental chamber and outdoor climate), Sacrificial Anode A was clearly the dominant
system achieving the highest score under all conditions. Sacrificial System B performed second

best, while the sacrificial System C consistently performed poorly.

5.1.5 Potential Decay: Environmental Chamber

As previously discussed, there exist three principle levels of protection against corrosion:
corrosion prevention, corrosion control and cathodic protection. Cathodic protection is deemed

the highest level of protection. Under certain conditions, cathodic protection has been known to
completely halt corrosion activity. The most common and accepted indicator for achieving
cathodic protection is the 100 mV criteria. The 100 mV states that if steel is polarized by a
minimum of 100 mV in reference to its corrosion potential (open circuit), cathodic protection is
achieved. There are two main methods for determining this phenomenon: potential decay or
formation. The potential decay method was used in determining cathodic protection in this
project. Figures 5-37 to 5-41 and Figures 5-42to 5-46 show the potential decay recorded for the

specimens housed in the environmental chamber and subjected to 3.gqo and I .27o chlorides by
weight of cement respectively. Please note, the figures simply show the amount by which the
potential decayed to a stable value. In other words, the results are the potential difference
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between the polarìzed steel at its "instant off'potential and its corrosion potential. The time
allowed for depolarizalion once the system was interrupted (i.e., switches turned off) was at least
24 hours.
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Figure 5-37: Average potential decay for Bar 1, subjected to 3.9Vo chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to the environmental chamber conditions
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Figure 5-38: Average potential decay for Bar 2, subjected Ío 3.9Vo chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to the environmental chamber conditions

Figure 5-39: Average potential decay for Bar 3, subjected to 3.9Vo chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to the environmental chamber conditions
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Figure 5-40: Average potential decay for Bar 4, subjected to 3.97o chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to the environmental chamber conditions

Figure 5-41: Average potential decay for the Mesh, subjected to 3.9Vo chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to the environmental chamber conditions
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Figure 5-42: Average potential decay for Bar 1, subjected to LZVo chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to the environmental chamber conditions

Figure 5-43: Average potential decay for Bar 2, subjected to 1.27o chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to the environmental chamber conditions
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Figure 5-44: Average potential decay for Bar 3, subjected ro 1.27o chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to the environmental chamber conditions

Figure 5-45: Average potential decay for Bar 4, subjected to 1.2Vo chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to the environmental chamber conditions
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Figure 5-46: Average potential decay for the Mesh, subjected to I.27o chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to the environmental chamber conditions

Before discussion can take place on the results, it is important to point out that due to severe
corrosion on the switches and more critically on the wire connecting the sacrificial anode to the
other switches, readings after day 1'72 were not available for Sacrificial System D subjected to
high chlorides. Also recall that the environmental chamber was disconnected after day 172;
therefore the temperature and relative humidity returned to standard room temperature
(approximately 20 C and 7)Vo R.H.). It is also important to understand the sign conventions
presented in these fìgures, keeping in mind that the potential decay is the difference between
"instant off 'readings and the stabilized potential. Negative potential decay is taken as the
amount by which the reinforcement has depolarized once the system is turned "off ' from its
polarized position. Recall that the potential decay is simply a method of measuring how much
the steel has polarized from its half-cell or corrosion potential state. Any polarization of the steel
signifies that the distributed current is over-coming the net tendency of the steel to corrode; and
so at the very least, minimal protection is provided. Keep in mind, however, polarization of steel
does not mean colrosion has halted; it simply refers to a decrease in corrosion rate. A positive
potentìal decay on the other hand is not really "decaying" at all. In fact, it is the opposite. This
signifies that the "instant off'potential is less negative than the "corrosion potential"; and
therefore, the steel has not polarized. This may occur when the current supply generated from
the sacrificial anode is not overcoming the tendency of the steel to corrode. This would suggest
that when the system is turned "on", the steel is, in fact, corroding at a faster rate. This is a
strange phenomenon and can possibly be explained by the formation of local corrosion macro-
cells.
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The first potentìal decay reading was taken at day 56. Time zero is taken from the time the
sacrificial systems were first activated (i.e., switches initially turned on). Also, the specimens
have been cast with chlorides at least 8 months prior and have already been subjected to the
environmental chamber conditions one week prior to activation. This was done in an attempt to
ensure corrosion initiation prior to testing. The probability of corrosion activity was confirmed
by the potential of the high half-cells taken from the specimens.

Analyzing the results obtained from the specimens subjected to high chlorides (Tables 5-37 to 5-
41), Sacrificial Anode E recorded almost consistently the greatest potential decay on all bars and
mesh, while the environmental chamber was active (time 0 to 172 days). Sacrificial Anode A
recorded the second greatest potential decay throughout the time period the chamber was
activated and recorded the greatest potential decay for all bars and mesh for the long-term
reading (time 506 days). For the most part the potential decay increased in the long-term reading.
This was expected since the harsh humid and hot conditions no longer existed and potential
restoration of the protective film may have occurred in some instances. Its interesting to note
that Sacrificial Anodes A and E were the only two systems, which had increasing potential decay
for Bars 1 and Bars 2 while the chamber was still activated; this is in contrast to thì others. This
was not so much true for Bars 4 and the mesh. This trend of increasing potential decay with time
indicates the level of protection for those individual bars increased. In other words, an adequate
current supply is enabling an increase in polarization, thus minimizing the corrosion rate. The
reason is most likely due to the current rendering the local environment to less aggression. This
is not the case for Sacrificial Anodes C and D, in all cases (Bars 1 to 4 and the mesh). A
decrease in potential decay was observed for these two sacrificial systems for the time period in
which the environmental chamber was activated. In fact, the first potential decay readings for
both of these sacrificial anodes were recorded near -50 mV. At this instance, the current was
polarizing the steel, and the corrosion rate would have therefore been decreased. Recognize that
the polarized-steel falls short of the minimum -100 mV potential decay required for cathodic
protection. The second and third reading revealed a dramatic decrease in the ability for potential
decay and even showed potential decay recorded high into the positive values. This, ofcourse,
signified that the steel was not polarized; and in fact, an increased comosion rate while the system
was activated may have been occurring.

Analyzing Figure 5-41, which depicts the results for the mesh subjected to high chlorides, it is
observed that Sacrificial Anodes B, C and D, all enter into the positive potential "decay,,range.
Sacrificial Anodes C and D commence in the low positìv e range and increase in positive
potential until day 172. This shows that the current being delivered from the sacrificial anode
was not enough to polarize the steel. It should be stated that the potential decay simply records
the average net potential difference between the instant off and the depolarized potential (i.e.
open-circuit potential). In other words, portions of the mesh may have been poLarized, but the
net potential of the mesh demonstrates that overall no polarization occurred. This coincides well
with the results obtained previously for the mesh subjected to the same conditions (Figure 5-24),
which shows that the current densìties for Sacrificial Anodes B, C and D were all negative during
the time frame of chamber activation. Recall that a negative current density signifies the net flow
of current is away from the steel; thus rendering the steel in question into an anode. This means
that the current being supplied to the steel from the sacrificial anode was not sufficient to
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overcome the anodic state of the steel. A corrosion macro-cell with a nearby bar must have
therefore been the cause of the negative current flow.

Analyzing and describing the circumstance of the results for each condition is not
straightforward. Despite the fact that all attempts were made to have identical conditions for
specimens subjected to the same environment and chloride levels, achieving this was not
completely realistic. Although it can safely be assumed that in most cases conditions are
relatively the same, there were certainly areas within specimens that had different conditions.
There was no way of knowing specifically the conditions surrounding each bar and mesh unless
these sites were continuously monitored for influencing factors such as: pH, chloride, moisture,
resistivity, corrosion rate, corrosion potential, influencing cutrent from mirco and macro-cell
formation and so on. The number of factors able to influence the end result was substantial,
despite the special care taken to maintain equal conditions. A perfect example of how different
conditions effect the end result was observed when analyzing the average current density and
potential decay for Sacrificial Anode E, subjected to high chlorides for Bar 1 shown in Figure 5-
2I and 5-37, respectively. In Figure 5-21, Sacrificial Anode E continuously recorded the lowest
current density delivered to Bar 1. Despite this low current density, Sacrificial Anode E was able
to polarize Bar I well above the 100 mV required for cathodìc protection. AnalyzingTable 5-7
for the average-weighted current density for Bar 1, Sacrificial Anode E recorded 2.16 mNmz.
This theoretically still falls within the proposed range of 2 to 20 mNm2 required to achieve
cathodic protection. On the other hand, Sacrificial Anode D, for the same conditions, recorded
an average-weighted cunent density of 5.L4 mNm2 and was only initially able to slightly to
polarize Bar I at best. Analyzing Table 5-1, the average-weighted corrosion potential for Bar 1

subjected to the same conditions, Sacrificial Anode D and E, recorded -574 mY and -487 mV,
respectively. Although both these corrosion potentials are well within the active corrosion range
or 907o corrosion probability, the specimen with Sacrificial Anode D recorded corrosion
potential -87 mV more negative than its counterpart. This falls in accordance with the
contradìcting results. This -87 mV greater corrosion potential would most likely result in an
increased current output from the sacrificial anode. Depending on the severity of the corrosion,
the increased current output may or may not be able to overcome the corrosion tendency. The
corrosion potential recorded for the specimen with Sacrificial Anode E was the lowest for all
specimens. This would explain why such a small current density was able to polarize the steel to
such an extent. Reasons for these differences in corrosion potential are directly related to a
difference in the conditions surrounding Bar 1. Several factors such as higher chlorides,
resistivity, or various other factors or a combination of factors can be attributed to this difference.
This is why it is not so simple as saying cathodic protection will be reached if a cenain current
density is met. This also explains the reason why the different levels of protection are
categorized by such a wide range in current density, as shown in Table 3-6.

Sacrificial Anode A clearly was able to protect Bars I and2far more than the other sacrificial
anodes subjected to low chlorides and exposed to the environmental chamber as shown in
Figures 5-42 and 5-43, respectively. Sacrificial Anode A was able to polarize Bars I and 2
upwards of -200 mV throughout the entire testing period and even reached potential decay
nearing -500 mV. This extremely high potential decay has clearly reached cathodic protection
and it is virtually certain corrosion activity has completely halted. A decrease in potential decay
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was visible for Sacrificial Anode A when viewing the results for Bars 3 and 4. When analyzing
Figure 5-45 (Bar 4), it is difficult to establish how the sacrificial anodes are performing with
respect to one another. Sacrificial Anodes A, B, D and E, are all obtaining potential decays well
below the -100 mV criteria needed for cathodic protection during the first 172 days. Sacrificial
Anode C on the other hand was the only system that recorded positive "decays" throughout the
firsf 172 days. The results obtained in Figure 5-45 correlate with the results obtained for current
densities for the same bar under the same conditions (Figure 5-21). The current density results
show all sacrificial anodes recording a positive density of less than 3 mNmz, except for
Sacrificial Anode C that recorded consistently negative values for the 172-day time frame.

It is important to keep in mind that there are many variables affecting the outcome of the results,
some of which cannot be fully controlled. To fully understand each and every result would
require continuous monitoring of the influencing factors. This was not within the scope of the
project and only a hypothesis based on the results can be made. With that said, it is difficult to
explain why the Sacrificial Anodes D and E both recorded negative current density delivered to
the mesh subjected to low chlorides in the environmental chamber conditions (Figure 5-28); yet
both were able to obtain potential decays (Figure 5-46). This means that despite the fact that the
net cunent was away from the mesh (by definition this is an anode), it was still able to slightly
polanze the steel. This is contradictory to theory since ìt is the current being delivered to steel
which would cause polarization and not visa-versa. One possible explanation could be that since
potential decays are measured using the half-cell reference electrode, the positioning of where the
measurements are taken can perhaps influence the final outcome. The half-cell is intended to be
placed directly over the region in which the potential is to be known. This reduces the resistance
due to the concrete between the mesh and the reference rod. Although, potential along a steel bar
may vary from positions along the bar, the reference electrode reads the corrosion potential of the
entire bar. The final reading is no doubt influenced much more by the potential along the steel
nearest to the reference electrode. The same can be true for the mesh. The mesh readings were
taken directly at the center surface of the slab for each specimen. This was done so as not to
have biased results on one side or the other. For example, potential taken near the sacrificial
anode would certainly be different from potential taken from the other end of the slab. Since
mesh covered the entire area of the slab, corrosion potential would have varied throughout.
Therefore, although negative current readings were taken from the mesh for specimens
containing Sacrificial Anodes D and E, polarizalion still may have occurred in certain areas of
the mesh; and as a result, a poteniial decay still may have still possible within these areas. These
uncertainties in the results are unfofunate, and it seems the addition of the mesh to the
specimens may be the lead cause for all these unexpected and difficult to explain events.

Tables 5-11 and Tables 5-12 show the average-weighted potential decay for the specimens
containing the different sacrificial anodes exposed to environmental chamber conditions and
subjected to 3.9Vo and l.ZVo chlorides by weight of cement, respectively. The same rating-system
was implemented in these tables for comparison purposes. Keep in mind a negative potential
decay signifies polarization occurred, whereas a positive value signifies an increase in corrosion
activity. Also, the average-weighted potential decays were only calculated until day 172 (i.e. the
time period of the chamber activation).
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Table5-11: Average-weighted potential decay subjected to 3.9Vo chlorides by weight of
cement and exposed to the environmental chamber

Galvanic
system

Average -
weighted
potential
decay for
Bar 1, mV

Average -

weighted
potential
decay for
Bar 2. mV

Average -
weighted
potential
decay for
Bar 3, mV

Average -

weighted
potential
decay for
Bar 4, mV

Average -
weighted
potential
decay for
Mesh, mV

Total score,
points

A t78 IV -165 IV -85 IV -67 IV -28 IV 20
B -73 ru -40 ilI -4 III 59 I t1 m t3
C -4r II -21 il -4 m -1 II 68 il 1t
D I I 53 I 30 il -r6 m 34 I 8
E -281 V -236 V -13 1 V 113 V -51 V 25
Rating system: V -5 pts; IV-4pts; III-3 pts; II- 2 prs; I - 1 pt

Table5-12: Average-weighted potential decay subjected to I.ZVo chlorides by weight of
cement and exposed to the environmental chamber

Galvanic
system

Average -

weighted
potential
decay for
Bar 1, mV

Average -

weighted
potential
decay for
Bar 2, mV

Average -
weighted
potential
decay for
Bar 3, mV

Average -

weighted
potential
decay for
Bar 4, mV

Average -

weighted
potentìal
decay for
Mesh, mV

Total
score,
points

A -387 V -340 V 111 V -39 IV -242 V 24
B -79 tr -70 T -21 I -28 II -60 IV t2
C -79 tr -67 I JJ I 81 I l3 I 6
D -84 m -80 il -103 IV -65 V -J I I7
E t32 ry 105 ry -57 n -36 m --t -t ilI 17
Rating system: V- 5 pts; IV-4pts; III-3 pts; II-2 pts; I- 1 pt

Sacrificial Anodes A and E were the only systems able to reach cathodic protection on average
for Bars I and2 for specimens with high chloride contents exposed the environmental chamber
(Table 5-11). Sacrificial Anode E clearly outperformed all others reaching cathodic protection
for all bars and the highest level of protection for the mesh; this in spite of the fact that Sacrificial
Anode E recorded very low current density readings. Sacrificial Anode A was able to polarize
the steel for the remaining bars and the mesh. One factor that may have slightly affected the
overall average-weighted results may have been due to the placement of one of the specimens
containing Sacrificial Anode A with high chlorides. Recall that the presented results are the
average of two duplicates for every slab under a specific condition. One of these duplicates was
placed near the water spray in the environmental chamber, which caused ponding-like conditions.
The potential decay for this specimen was well short of the -100 mV mark, and as a result
lowered the overall average of the two duplicate specimens. A photograph of the impeding spray
on the specimen is shown in Figure 5-41. The specimen with Sacrificial Anode A is labeled "GT
#16 High Cl-" in the piciure. Ponding is also visible at the far top corner of the slab. The
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remaining sacrificial anodes systems did not fair so well, with many of them reaching positive
"decay". The positive "decay" hints at extreme corrosion activity and more than likely,
formation of corrosion macro-cells throughout this period.

Specimens with Sacrificial Anodes A subjected to low chlorides again did very well in terms of
protection offered (Table 5-12). Cathodic protection was achieved for Bars 1,2, 3 and mesh.
Sacrificial Anodes D and E performed equally well, in terms of ranking, followed by System B
then C. It is clear that the number of positive potential "decay" seen in the specimens exposed to
low chlorides is much less than for the specimens exposed to higher chlorides.

5.1.6 Potential Decay: Outdoor Climate

Potential decay for the specimens exposed to Winnipeg's outdoor climate and subjected, to 3.9Vo
chlorides and l.2Vo chlorides is shown in Figures 5-48 to 5-52 and Figures 5-53 to 5-57 ,
respectively. The potential decay was taken between the months of June to October 2006.

Figure 5-47: Picture of spray mist in the environmental chamber
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Figure 5-48: Average potential decay for Bar I , subjected to 3 .97o chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate

Figure 5-49: Average potential decay for Bar 2, subjected to 3.9Vo chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate
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Figure 5-50: Average potential decay for Bar 3, subjected to 3.97o chloride by weight of cement
and exposed to V/innipeg's climate

Figure 5-51: Average potential decay for Bar 4, subjected ro 3.9Vo chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate
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Figure 5-52: Average potential decay for the Mesh, subjected fo 3.9Vo chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate

Figure 5-53: Average potential decay for Bar 1, subjected to l.ZVo chloride by weight of
cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate
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Figure5-54:AveragepotentialdecayforBar2,subjecte
cement and exposed to V/innipeg's climate

Figure5-55:AveragepotentialdecayforBar3,subjectedt@
cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate
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Figure5-57:AveragepotentialdecayfortheMesh,subjectedtot.zz@
cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate

Analyzing the potential decay results for Bar I and bar 2 in the specimens containing high
chloride content (Figure 5-48 and 5-49) demonstrates that, in most instances, cathodic protection
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was achieved. The month of August saw the best results with every sacrificial system achieving
cathodic protection for Bars I and2. Sacrificial Anode A recorded the highest potential decay,
reaching values near -400 mV. This is four times the required amount required to reach cathodic
protection. Under such high polarization, it is certain that the corrosion rate is zero. By shear
observation, it is quite clear that the constant, high temperature and high humidity (35 C and
90Vo, respectively) offered by the environmental chamber proved to be a much more aggressive
condition than the outdoor climate. This can be seen by the fact that most specimens reached
high polarization or even cathodic protection throughout the testing period when exposed to
outdoor conditions as opposed to the environmental chamber.

The most ideal month for corrosion activity to occur was August. Late August was also the
period that saw a spike in current density in particular for Bars I and2. This spike corresponded
well with the spike recorded for the same bars for potential decay. The reason for such a high
level of protection in a favorable climate for corrosion activity is simple. As conditions for
corrosion increase, the effectiveness of the sacrificial anode also increases. This is because the
sacrificial anode has higher potential and thereby, corrodes preferably to steel. Theory suggests
that, if the sacrificial anode is corroding, electrons arereleased; andthus the steel shouldbe
corrosion free. This of course is not always the case. As discussed in a previous section, an
anode will fom anywhere that the conditions are favorable and also where a potential difference
exists. This formation of local anodes will result in the formation of micro- or macro-corrosion
cells. Potential differences can arise due to factors as simple as slight variations in chlorides,
moisture, resistivity, or even differences in the material property of the steel itself. As shown in
the environmental chamber, in extreme corrosion conditions, a sacrificial anode with low driving
force (capacity) may have minimal to no effect on the protection of the steel. This is seen by low
polarization. In many instances depolarization occurred while the system was active. This
signifies that while the system was activated, several bars and particularly the mesh, were losing
electrons to other bars due to macro-cell formation. The electron transfer was made possible
thanks to the parallel system setup, which linked all bars and the Mesh together. Therefore,
while the system was activated some bars or the Mesh actually experienced depolarization and
not polarization of the steel. This would render the steel more positive while the system is
activated because of lose of electrons.

The month of June and July saw less polarization than August. Since conditions for June and
July were less favorable for corrosion, it ìs conceivable that potential decay was considerably
less. This is because the sacrificial anode was corroding at a slower rate and emitted less cunent.
It is important to understand that it is not always necessary to achieve 100 mV polarization in
order for the steel to be protected. If corrosion is not taking place, due for example to high
resistivity, polarization of the steel is not required. In a dry, desert environment, a sacrificial
anode would likely produce no current; and thus, the steel would not be polarized, but the steel
would most certainly be corrosion free. In a hot, humid environment, or in coastal regions, a

sacrificial anode would be very active, releasing curent to the steel. The amount of polarization
would ultimately depend on the capability of the sacrificial anode to generate current and the
conditions surrounding the rebar. Under these conditions, the rebar may or may not be corrosion
free. The effect of the climate can be seen in the trends shown in the results for current density
and potential decay. As temperature increased with precipitation, so did current density and
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potential decay. This is shown clearly with the peaks in curent density and potential decay seen
in the month of August.

Analyzing the remaining figures for high chlorides shows that potential decay becomes less with
increasing distance from the sacrificial anode. This is expected since less curent is generally
delivered to these bars and therefore, polarization also tends to be less. However, conditions
were such that even in Bar 4, the furthest in distance (located approximately 362 mm from the
sacrificial anode), relatively high polarization was achieved as shown in Figure 5-51. The mesh
results for high chloride contents exposed to outdoor conditions also showed relatively high
potential decay for the most part. All sacrificial systems achieved cathodìc protection in the late
August reading, with the Sacrificial Anode A recording the greatest potential decay of
approximately -250 mV. "Positive" decay on some bars was also recorded in the month of June
and October, for some specimens. Recall, "positive decay" is the loss of electrons and thus
anodic conditions are the result.

Potential decay results for the specimens containing low chloride contents and exposed to
outdoors conditions (Figure 5-53 to 5-57) recorded similar results to the specimens with high
chlorides. In the majority of instances for each bar and mesh cathodic protection was achieved.
Peak potential decay was also observed in late August as before.

The average-weighted potential decay for specimens exposed to outdoor conditions and
subjected to 3.9Vo and I.27o chloride content by weight of cement is tabulated in Tables 5-13 and
5-14, respectively. The same rating system as before is also used.

Table5-13: Average-weighted potential decay subjected to 3.9Vo chlorides by weight of
cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate

Galvanic
system

Average -

weighted
potential
decay for
Bar 1, mV

Average -

weighted
potential
decay for
Bar 2, mV

Average -

weighted
potential
decay for
Bar 3, mV

Average -

weighted
potential
decay for
Bar 4. mV

Average -

weighted
potential
decay for
Mesh. mV

Total score,
points

A -311 V -2-t5 V -t99 IV -190 V fi5 V 24
B -t74 I -t69 I -90 I -68 I -81 I 5
C -201 il -r74 II -t57 il -105 il -91 il 10
D -210 n -201 trt -212 V -r67 m -93 m t7
E -254 IV -251 IV -195 m -177 IV -1 10 ry 19

Rating system: V - 5 pts; IV-4 pts; III - 3 pts; II-2 pts; i - 1 pt
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Table 5-14: Average-weighted potential decay subjected to 1.27o chlorides by weight of
cement and exposed to Winnipeg's climate

Galvanic
system

Average -

weighted
potential
decay for
Bar 1, mV

Average -

weighted
potential
decay for
Bar 2, mV

Average -

weighted
potential
decay for
Bar 3, mV

Average -
weighted
potential
decay for
Bar 4, mV

Average -

weighted
potential
decay for
Mesh. mV

Total score,
points

A -427 V -397 V -354 V -330 V -336 V 25
B -166 I -180 I 169 il -r96 ru -115 II 9
C -249 il -242 m 173 n -r71 I 150 T 11

D -281 IV -299 IV -213 IV -245 IV -234 IV 20
E -258 m -232 n -r46 I 130 I -205 u 1t

Rating system: V- 5 pts; IV-4 pts; III* 3 pts; II-2prs; I- 1 pt

Analyzing Table 5-13 and 5-l4,itis clear that Sacrificial Anode A was dominant in terms of
potential decay for the outdoor climate subjected to 3.97o and 7 .2Vo chlorides by weight of
cement, respectively. For high chloride content, Sacrificial Anode A achieved 1.25 greater
potential decay for Bar 1 than the second leading sacrificial anode system (E) and 182 greater
potential decay than the lowest sacrificial anode system (B) for the same bar. The amount by
which Sacrificial Anode A outperformed the remainder of the systems increased, when analyzing
specimens exposed to low chlorides (Table 5-I4). Sacrificial Anode A recorded a potential
decay 1.52 greater than the second leading sacrificial anode system (D) and 2.58 greater potential
decay than the lowest potential decaying system (B). In fact, the average-weighted potential
decay for Sacrificial Anode A subjected to low chlorides was not less than -330mV for all bars
and the mesh. This high value of potential decay indicates complete protection and a corrosion
rate of nearly zero. The fact that all systems recorded such high potential decay for both chloride
contents indicates that outdoor conditions were a lot less aggressive than those in the
environmental chamber.

5.1.7 Resistivity

Duplicate specimens of Specimen A were created and mixed with l}Vo of silica fume by weight
of cement at the time of casting. The specimens labeled Silica A, represent the specimens
containing silica fume and subjected to 3.97o and 1.27o chloride by weight of cement. Although,
current output tests were done for Silica A for both the environmental chamber and outdoors
conditions, only the results obtained for the environmental chamber will be addressed. The
purpose of this test was to simply demonstrate the effect increase resistivity has on corrosion.
Table 5-15, shows the resistivity taken by use of a resistivity meter for Specimens A and Silica
A, subjected to both chloride levels and exposed to the environmental chamber. The readings
were taken 28 days after the first current reading was taken.
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Table 5-15: Resistivity of Specimen A and Silica A, exposed to the environmental chamber

Resistivity of
Silica A,
subjected to
3.9Vo chloride
by weight of
cement, Ohms

Specimen A,
average 3.9Vo

chloride by
weight of
cement

Silica A,
average l.ZVo

chloride by
weight of
cement

Specimen A,
average l.2Vo
chloride by
weight of
cement

Bar ll2 25 t6 ll0 36
Bar 3 49 31 300 12
Bar 4 55 -'t -1 250 91

Mesh l4 8 t.1 t8

The results from table 5-15, show the resistivity between the anode and the associated bar or the
mesh. As distance increase so does the resistivity as expected. The results also clearly show that
Silica A specimens have greater resistivity due to the added silica fume. Another trend that is
observed is that resistivity decreases with an increase in chloride content. With an increase in
resistivity, the current distribution provided by the sacrificial anode will decrease, signifying a
decrease in protection levels. Current output results are shown in Appendix D.

5.1.8 Chloride Content and pH level

Two simple tests were conducted to determine chloride content and pH levels in the control
specimen and Sacrificial Anode A, which was subjected to high chloride content and exposed to
the environmental chamber. These tests were done to compare the effect the sacrificial system
has on the surrounding concrete. The chloride tests were conducted using NDT James
Instrument system, and a complete procedure of the test method is shown in Appendix E. The
concrete specimens were sawed in half by machine, cutting perpendicular to the bars. By drilling
fine holes through the concrete along the bars, concrete dust samples were collected. The dust
samples were used in chloride testing and the excess was used in simple pH testing. The pH
testing was achieved by mixing 3 gm of the concrete dust sample to 725 ml of distilled water in a
beaker. After thoroughly mixing until dissolved, the solution was left to sit covered for 24 hours.
The pH level was then measured by means of a pH meter. It is imperative to realize the focus of
the pH test is to compare the difference in concrete when protected and not protected by means
of a sacrificial anode. The methodology of testing pH was a crude and simple technique and
should therefore be considered by way of example only. Chloride content and pH levels of the
concrete surrounding the mesh were not tested. The results of chloride content and pH for the
control specimens were taken by mixing all the concrete dust extracted from each of the bars.
These tests were conducted immediately after day 506 testing was concluded. Tables 5-16 and 5-
17 show the results of the chloride content and pH levels respectively.
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Table 5-16: Recorded chloride content for Sacrificial Anode A and control specimens initially
subjected to 3.9Vo chloride and exposed to environmental chamber conditions

Specimen Vo chlonde
content by
weight of
cement at Bar 1

Vo chloride
content by
weight of
cement atBar 2

Vo chlonde
content by
weìght of
cement at Bar 3

Vo chlonde
content by
weight of
cement atBar 4

Anode A 0.26 0.24 0.4 0.51
Control r.t2 1.t2 t.12 t.r2

Table 5-17: Recorded pH level for Sacrificial Anode A and control specimens initially
subjected to 3.97o chloride and exposed to environmental chamber conditions

Specimen pH level, at

Bar 1

pH level, at
Bar 2

pH level, at

Bar 3

pH level, at

Ba¡ 4
Anode A t2.5 12.4 12.4 12.4
Control 12.2 12.2 t2.2 12.2

It is apparent that the use of the galvanic Anode A, has dramatically reduced the levels of
chlorides surrounding the rebar. In fact, there was nearly 5 times less chloride content
surrounding bar 2 when using Anode A, compared to the control specimen. The levels of
chloride content surrounding the rebar increased, as the distance from the anode ìncreased. There
was an average of 0.25Vo chloride by weight of cement for bars I and2 (which are the nearest to
the anode) as opposed to 0.5I7o chloride by weight of cement for bar 4 (furthest). This is due to
current distributions being greater at nearer distances. The end result leads to a lower corrosion
rate at the nearer, more protected bars. The same results are obtained when analyzing the pH
levels surrounding the rebar. Bars protected by Anode A had a pH levels greater than those bars
unprotected in the control specimen. Bar I in the protected specimen also had the greatest level
of pH measured al12.5. The pH meter used only had capability to one decimal place.

The results were compatible with what was expected. The lowering of chloride contents and the
increase in alkalinity (pH), results in a less aggressive environment and promotes re-passivity of
the protecting film, and protects the steel on a long-term basis.

5.1.9 VisualObservations

Visual observations were performed on Specimen A and the control specimen, subjected fo 3.9Vo
chloride by weight of cement and exposed to the environmental chamber. After the final set of
testing (506 days), both specimens were sawed opened to view the state of the concrete and the
steel within the slab. Figures 5-58 (a), and (b) show the cross-section cut and Bar 1 of specimen
A, respectively. Figures 5-59 (a), and (b) show a typical bar and the mesh, for the control
specimen, respectively.
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Figure 5-58(a): Saw-cut section of slab with
embedded Sacrificial Anode A

Figure 5-58 (b): Bar taken from slab exposed
to high chlorides in environmental
chamber and protected by
Sacrificial Anode A

Sacrificial Anode A

Slight corrosion by-
product
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Figure 5-59(a): Typical bar taken from
the control slab

Heavy signs of
corrosion on bar, and

corrosion by-product
propagating through
the concrete

Heavily corroded
mesh

Figure 5-59 (b): Steel Mesh taken from
the control slab
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5.2 SACRIFICIAL STRIP ANODE ANALYSIS

The objective of the sacrificial "strip" anodes is to provide global protection to structures

subjected to corrosion. For the most part, sacrificial anodes are primarily intended to provide
corrosion prevention or corrosion control at a moderate level to local corrosion sites. Generally,
methods that require external power, such as impressed current systems are used to deal with
global corrosion in structures, since the throwing power and magnitude of current generated by
these systems is a lot greater than the conventional sacrificial anodes. It was just shown in the
results above that the new sacrificial anode system A, was consistently able to reach cathodic
protection under almost every circumstance when dealing with bars located approximately 70
mm from the sacrificial anode (bars 1 and2). As the distance increased, the magnitude of current
dropped and therefore, the sacrificial anodes capability in protecting the bars also diminished. In
spite of this, the sacrificial anode system A was still able to provide adequate polarization
(corrosion control) to even the furthest ba¡ located 363 mm away, under aggressive

environments. Many of the commercially available sacrificial anodes were unable to polarize
these further bars.

Despite the positive results given by the new sacrificial anode system A, its primary use would
most likely still be protection on a local level. In order to utilize this system in a global level,
many individual sacrif,rcial anode systems may be required at relatively short spacings, rendering
the system impractical for use. Therefore, "strip" anodes were created with the intent of using
sacrificial anodes as an economical, and maintenance free way of providing global protection.

In total, three different types of sacrificial strip anode prototypes were tested. For purposes of
industry confidentiality the strip anodes will simply be referred to as S, M, and L. It is important
to keep in mind that the strip anodes were subjected to all the same conditions as the sacrificial
puck anodes, including: concrete mix, specimen geometry, chloride contamination, and exposure

conditions. A brief summary and discussion of the results are presented in the following
sections.

Table 5-18, shows the average-current density provided by the sacrificial strip anodes along with
the sacrificial anode A, subject to 3.97o chloride by weight of cement, and exposed to the
environmental chamber. The average is taken only for the time the period the chamber was

activated (0-112 days). The factor by which the strip current density is greater or smaller than
the Sacrificial Anode A current density is shown in parenthesis.
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Table 5-18: Average strip current density

Table 5-18, show that the sacrificial strip anodes did remarkably well, providing current density
in the cathodic protection region (2-20 mNmt¡ to th" Bar  ,located at a distance of 362.5 mm
away. Overall, the sacrificial strip anodes where able to provide much greater current to the bars
than sacrifîcial anode A. These results are promising and encourage the use of strip anodes for
global protection. The results for half-cell corrosion, current density output, and potential decay
are shown in Appendix F.

Average current
density, mA/m2,
@ l2.5mmo.c
(Bar 1)

Average
current density,
mNm2, @
'/2.5mm o.c
(Bar 2\

Average
current density,
mA./m2, @

2I7.5mm o.c
(Bar 3)

Average
current density,
mA./m2, @

362.5mm o.c
(Bar 4)

Spec men S 12.08 (x 1.94) t2.08 (x 1.94) \2.74 (x 2.58) 7.09 (x 1.50)

Spec men M 4.41 (x 0.72) 4.41 (x 0.99) 12.14 (x 2.58) 8.22 (x L74)

Snec men L 9.02 (x L45) 9.02 (x 2.3i) 10.00 (x 2.03) 5.31 (x l.14)

Spec men A 6.24 (x 1.00) 6.24 (x L00) 4.93 (x 1.00) 4.72 (x 1.00)
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6.0 CONCLUSION

6.I SUMMARY

Corrosion in steel reinforced concrete is a crucial ongoing problem affecting modern day
infrastructure and costing the economy billions of dollars each year. Corrosion effects can be

detrimental to the integrity of a structure and can pose a severe risk to public safety. Corrosion is
an electrochemical process that is initiated by the breakdown of the natural protective film, which
encases the steel in high alkaline concrete (pH > 12). Chloride is a principal agent in the
deterioration of the film and is introduced to the concrete in various ways; the most common is
due to deicing salts or structures located in coastal regions.

The objective ofthis research project was to test a new type ofgalvanic (sacrificial) anode system
for higher current output aimed at providing cathodic protection in harsh environments.
Cathodic protection is deemed to be the highest level of protection against corrosion set forth by
NACE. Currently, sacrificial anodes available for commercial use only tend to provide minimal
protection by means of corrosion prevention or control. The findings in this project revealed the

current output limits of this new sacrificial anode A, its range of protection, the degree of
protection provided, and its overall comparison to other similar sacrificial anode systems. This
project only focused on chloride-induced corrosion.

Galvanic sacrificial anode systems rely on coupling dissimilar metals together. The metal with
the higher potential in the electromotive series will have a higher tendency to corrode. This
allows the more noble metal (steel) to become the cathode and the less noble metal (i.e. the zinc
inside the sacrificial system) to become the anode. By definition the anode is where oxidation
occurs and thus where corrosion takes place. The by-product of zinc does not occupy as much
volume as the by-product of steel (rust) and therefore, does not cause any serious damage to the
concrete. Sacrificial anodes are an attractive tool for combating corrosion since they are

relatively inexpensive, require virtually no maintenance, and can extend the service life of a
structure by an average of 15 years. The degree of corrosion rate imposed on the steel is

ìnfluenced by many factors. Primarily, chloride content, temperature and humidity and concrete
resistivity are the primary factors influencing corrosion.

The test program was set up to test the different sacrificial systems under various conditions.
More specifically, different sacrificial anode was embedded into reinforced concrete slab

specimen, and was then subjected to 3.9Vo or l.2Vo chlondes by weight of cement. Studies have

shown the chloride threshold varies but is typically taken to by near l.I -l.2Vo chlorides by
weight of cement. Half the specimens were tested in the environmental chamber exposed to
constant 35C and 907o humidity, while the other half were tested outdoors exposed to the
seasonal weather of Winnipeg throughout the months of April io October. Three primary tests

were conducted: corrosion potential (or half-cell tests), cunent output, and potential decay.

Corrosion potential indicate the probability of corrosion occurring and gives an indication of the

state of the steel. For, instance in high chloride and humid environments the probability of
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corrosion is relatively high. Current output was taken to determine the amount of current
provided by the sacrificial anodes to the steel reinforcement in the specimens. Corrosion
prevention (which is primarily the main use of sacrificial anodes) occurs with current density in
the range of 0.25 to 2 mNm2. Corrosion control, which is a higher degree of protection, occurs
with a current density range of I to 7 mA/m2. Cathodic protection occurs when current density is
between 2lo 20 mA./m2. The wide ranges of curent density envelop accounts for the
aggressiveness of the environment. Potential decay indicates the amount to which the sacrificial
anode was able to polarize the steel from its stable potential. If potential decay reaches i00 mV,
the steel becomes cathodically protected.

Polarizing the steel has two main benefits. The primary benefit involves polarizing the cathodic
reaction, which therefore, reduces the tendency for the steel to oxìdize. This provides immediate
protection, but will cease once the flow of current is halted or is insufficient to maintain
polarization. The secondary effect, which is often overlooked involves depolarizing the anodic
reaction and thereby, generating a less aggressive environment surrounding the steel. Anodic
depolarization causes the migration of chlorides away from the anodic region, and raises the
alkalinity of the concrete. This in effect promotes the repassivation of the protective film.

The results of the conosion potential showed a high degree (> 907o) of corrosion initiation at the
beginning of the testing period. This was observed in both the chamber and outdoor specimens,
subjected to high levels of chlorides. The specimens subjected to low levels of chlorides
demonstrated lower potential levels, but still showed high probability of corrosion activity. After
the activation of the anodes by use of switches, the trend shows a decrease in potential levels
associated with a drop in corrosion probability.

Analysis of the current densities showed Sacrificial Anode A was able to provide almost
unanimously higher current levels with respect to the other commercially available sacrificial
anodes. Sacrificial anode A was able to sustain an average current density of 6.24 mA./m2 and

9.87 mA/m2 for the two nearest bars to the anode in specimens housed in the chamber, subjected
to high and low chloride levels, respectively. This current puts the range of protection within the
cathodic region. Current density dropped for the bars located at further distances to the anode.

Despite the drop, sacrificial anode A, was still able to provide modest protection to the furthest
bar located 362 mm off center from the anode, reaching levels as high as 4.12 mA,/m2. Results
obtained from the current density for the steel mesh that was placed underneath the bar
reinforcements were unusual. Negative current density readings were reported on many anodes
systems, signifying a reversal in current direction. This indìcated the net flow of current was not
to the mesh as would be expected, but instead it was away from the mesh. A possible
explanation for this was the creation of several corrosion macro-cells between the mesh and
neighboring bars or among the mesh itself. This would have skewed the current readings
indicating more cuffent leaving the steel mesh than entering it. Results obtained from the
environmental chamber, were comparable to outdoor results. For comparison purposes, a scoring
system was implemented based on maximum current density delivered to each bar and the mesh.
The system that delivered the highest readings would receive the highest scores. Sacrificial
anode A, received in total the highest scores for all the specimens subjected to the different
environmental conditions.
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Sacrificial anode A was only one of two anode systems capable of sustaining polarization greater

than 100 mV for Bars 1 and2, subjected to high chlorides and exposed to the environmental
chamber conditions. This signifies cathodic protection was achieved on these bars. Trends
showed protection levels dropped with bars located at further distances as expected. This is due
to the decrease in current distribution to the further bars caused by higher resistivity. Protection
levels also improved with specimens subjected to lower levels of chlorides. In general, cathodic
protection remained elusive for most of the anode systems inside the environmental chamber. In
some cases, particularly associated with high chlorides, the sacrificial anode was unable to
polarize the corresponding steel and even saw a reduction of potential (or depolarization while
the sacrificial was activated). In other tems, while the system was activated (i.e. the circuit was
closed), some bars and the mesh was ultimately giving off electrons rather than receiving
electrons. This goes against initial expectations, but is associated with the negative current.
Once again, the possible explanation for this is the creation of a macro-cell. The bar or the mesh
would therefore convert into an anode with respect to a neighboring bar, despite the current being
delivered to it from the sacrificial anode. Results from the specimens obtained from the outdoor
conditions nearly all achieved cathodic protection. This solidifies the fact that the hot and humid
temperature from the environmental chamber was a much more aggressive environment. A
scoring system was set up for potential decay based on the maximum potential decay results
(polarization), for each condition. The Sacrificial System A scored once again the highest the
majority of times.

The presence of chlorides, besides from attacking the passive f,rlm, also reduces the resistivity of
surrounding concrete. This leads to in increase in electron migration and thus, corrosion rate.
Results showed that specimens containing higher levels of chlorides had lower resistivity. If the
resistivity is high, this can also affect the capability for the sacrificial anode to protect the
reinforcements by providing less current distribution. The results shown in Appendix C show
silica fume contaminated concrete slabs (which has a higher resistivity) provided less current to
the reinforcement than the slabs not containing any silica fume.

Crude tests to determine the pH levels and chloride content were conducted on specimens with
the Sacrificial Anode A and control specimens. These tests were only conducted for the
specimens subjected to high chloride levels and exposed the environmental chamber. Findings
showed the pH levels increased, and chloride levels dropped substantially when protected with
sacrificial system A, as opposed to when no protection was provided (control specimen).
Physical observations showed that the bar closest to anode A had very minimal signs of
corrosion, while a typical bar embedded in the control specimen had experienced extreme rusting
of the steel. Rust was also seen in heavily protruding the surrounding concrete in the control
specimen. The steel mesh was also heavily corroded in the control specimen.

Tests were also conducted on a new prototype sacrificial strip anode aimed at providing global
protection. Results indicated that current as high as 12.74 mNm2, and8.22 mA./m2, was
provided to Bars at distance of 2I7 .5 mm o.c. and 362.5 mm o.c., respectively. These levels are

capable ofproviding cathodic protection at further distances.
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Conclusion

Based on the results conducted in this project, Sacrificial Anode A, showed great overall
improvement with respect to the existing commercially available anodes. Sacrificial Anode A
was able to provide consistently higher levels of current output often reaching levels of cathodic
protection. Sacrificial anode A, would therefore be able to be used for corrosion prevention,
control or cathodic protection on a local scale. Although, there exist many remedial techniques
against corrosion, sacrificial anodes offer a great advantage in localized corrosion problems. It is
important to note that the intent of the project is not to support only one certain type of remedial
technique, but simply to advance research in corrosion protection of steel in concrete. Sacrificial
Anode A and the new strip sacrificial anodes can certainly provide an additional tool for
engineers to use in combating the ongoing-crucial corrosion problem.

6.2. RECOMMENDATIOI{S

To further the understanding and development of sacrificial anodes, continual research should be
implemented. Recommendations on the following may be considered:

1) A more focused research can refine the limitations of a particular sacrificial anode under
more specific conditions such as: environment, applications, and performance.

2) Frequent monitoring on the environmental conditions, and concrete properties such as pH
and chloride content will improve results and understanding

3) Corrosion rate monitoring of steel should also be considered using special
instrumentations such as GEO-CORR, would give a better understanding of the
performance of the sacrificial anode being tested.

4) Research and development on the mechanics of the sacrificial system and in particular the
interaction with the encapsulating mortar.

5) Special precaution should be taken to avoid the development of macro-cells from forming
in the setup of a system, as was the case with our project (i.e., the mesh).

6) Also special precautions should be taken to avoid any unwanted corrosion on the exterior
connection, such as the switches.
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APPET.{ÐIX A
(CONCRETE DESIGN CALCULATIONS)



Concrete Mix Design

c Air entraiuer: 'Wood-resin type. ASTM C260

' 'Iype 10 Cement: rel. dens.3.15
u Coarse Agg.20 mm (rounded gravel): rel. dens, 2.68
u Fine Agg. Natural sand: rel. dens = 2.64; F.M- :2.80; absorption: 0-7%;

NlC:6%
r strength' o..''Trfäi.uñSYilua¡urt-.,.t 

ror deviarions)
. fc,= 25 + 8.5 = 33.5 MPa

. w/c ratio
. Using Table 9-3

o For f cr: 33.5, air-entrained: A.42 (conservative
assumption)

. Target w/c:0.48 (from table 9-2), fc:25 MPa
o Air content

' For category 2 (not exposed to freeze thaw)

' Air content bti¡,4 to 7 Yo
. Use 7 o/o

o slumP 
' use slump of 75 t 2o mm

o 'water contqnt 
using Tabre g-5

q 75 nuu slump, air-entrained. 20 nrrn:

o 184 kg/m'
. However, reduce by 25 kg/m3 since we are using rounclecl

gravel so water content : 184-25 = 159 kg/rn'
e cement coryten! 

c :0.4g;
. Therefoïe, c : l5g/0.48: 331 kg/m3 > 320 kd-' min (Table 9-7)

s Coarse Assregates

, ilåHîilii'L:,'.ih::î; & F M = z B,

" Bulk volume :0.62

" Coarse Agg. :0.62x 1600: 992kglm3
c Fine Aggregatejoom 

Temp :22 C:Density of Water =gg7.75kglm3

" Water : 159i(l x 997.75): 0.159 m'
. Cement : 331/(3.1 5 x997.75):0.105 m3
n Air :7/i00: 0.07 m,

Coarse = 9921(2.68 x997 .75): 0.371 m3
. Fine : l -(0.1 59 + 0. 105 + 0-07 + 0.3 71) : 0.295 m3

" Mass fìne agg. = 0.295 x2.64x997.75:777 kg/^t



o Moisture Content Adjustment

' Coarse Agg (2 %MC):992x1.02: l0l2 kg/m'
' Fine Aeg (6 % MC) :777x L06 : 824 kg/m'
. Water to be added : i59 - (992 x 0.01 5)-(777 x 0.053) :103 kg/m3

e Air-entrainer

' Manufacture recommends 0.59 of entrainer per 1 kg of cement
r Therefore,0.5x 331 :165.5 = 166 g= 0.166 kg air-entrainer

Final Concrete Mix
r Water 103 kgim3
. Cement 331kg/rn3

' C. agg. 1012 kg/m3
o F. âgg. 824 kg/m3
o Air Content 4 to 7 o

" Slump 75 + 20 mrn

' Air entrainer 0.166 kg'-3
r w/c 0.48
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Table C- I : Average initial curent density for Bars I ancl 2 subje cte d L0 3 .9% chlorides by
weight ol-cement and ex to Winnioes climate

Sacrificial anode Average initial current density at time zero for bars I and 2,
t, 2

m1\/n'ì

¡\ 53_9

B 53.4
C 67 _0

D 58.5

E 41.2

Table C-?: Average initial cument density for Bars I and2 subjected to I.2Yo chlorides by
wersht of'cement and ex to Winnines climate

Sacrificial anode Average initial current density at time ze¡o for bars I and 2,
m¡\-/m2

A s0.0
B 3s.5
C 58,5
D 41.9
E 21.7
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APPENDIX B
(NDT JAMES INSTRUMENT METHoDoLocY cL-2000 CFILORIDE FIELD)



JAMES INSTRUMENTS INC.
NON DESTRUCTIVE TESTING SYSTEMS

CL-2000 Chloride Test SYstem
Operating fnstructions

The CL Tcst Systern offers a fast, accurate, and in-place determination of the total
content (or nrore precisely the acid soluble content) ofchlorides contained in concrete.

The test is easy to perfornt and requires only the test equipment contained entirely in a

small briefcase.

Using a masonry drill biq the concrete is puiverized at the required sample depth and

collected in the dustpan provided. An accurately r.r,eighed 3 gram sarnple is dissolved in

20 ml o1'extraction liquid consisting of a precise, measured concentration of acid. The

chloride ions react with the acid of the iiquid in an electrochemical reaction-

An elecrode. rvith an integraltemperature sensor, is inserted into the liquid and the

electrochemical reaction measured- A uniquel,v designed instrument converls the voltage

generated by tìre chloride concentration and automatically applies the tetlperature
correction. The percentage of chlorides, or lbs. of chloride per cu yd, is displayed

directly on an LCD readout.

Conducied on site, the test gives immediate and direct infonlation regarding the chloride

content in critical locations prior to surface repair. In the lal¡oratory the test ma.v be used

to measure chloride content of materials v,,hich have been pulverized to a fineness equal

to that of concrete pou,der obtained r.vith a masonry drill on a concl'ete member.

The lest ma1, be used on fresh, u'et concrete'

Measurement

Fronr rnain menu: Select Function;
CAL MBAS

il:îiîiilåiik1iilïili' 
*" E þrus arrorv ke¡') or

marked MEAS.

(minus an'ow

(enter key)
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The CL-2020 rvill norv displa-v:

Move blinking cursor vía the
lcey) in front of the unit you
wish to display chloride ion

Units
o/o Lb/cu.yrJ.

þlus arrorvkey) or

concentrations in, either percentage by u,eight or pounds per cubic yard.

The meter rvill norv display: Value zz.zoC
y.]Yv

Where n.zis the tenrperature displal,, and y.yyy is the value of the chloride ion content
expressed in either percentage by weight or lbs. per cubic yald.

Nofe: Lorv battery on the display at any time indicates a batfery charge is in ortler.

SÄi\{PLING

Locate the position and depill of the reinforcement bars with the James Rebar Locator-
Set the dust collecting pan over the test area and place clamping pliers in position. lr4ark
the iocation of the bolt-hole in the base of the clamping pliers. insert the 3/8 inch
masonry bit supplied, into a masonry drill. A rechargeable battery powered masonry drill
is available from Janres - rnaking the r.vhole process independent of an extemaì power
source. Drill hole 1" (min.) at the location (fig. 1,1). Place a drop-in anchor and tap
anchor fìush (fig.1.2). Expand and secure anchor using the set tool supplied (fig. 1,3).
Reposition clamping pliers. Prcpare clamp bolt by placing on a nlrt, then a u'asher; insert
bolt into anchor. Drive bolt completely inio fhç anchor using the rvrench supplied. The
clampin*e pliers is set to the suface by tightening the liex nut (fig. 2).

Placeset-tool Ín top hole
of anchor, tap sharply

Figurc 1

(rninus arrow

Inserl anrhor, tap flush
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Screw boll into anrhor

Sel anchor

ow
otL

Q 6 
\\'/

SeÉting of rlamping pliers

Figure 2

Concrete dust is d¡illed out to tllc required depth rvitli the large %inch l¡it nrountecl in the
masonly drill. The drilling friction I'erroves excessive w¿ìter from the concrete dust,
which should be protected inrmediately by placing in plastic bags.

It is advisable to select three test locations and drill Yoinch of concrete for each sample.
Tliis ivill produce approxirnately 20 grams of dust, which is a common standard sample

size . To produce a chloride profile through a concrete slab it is adt,isable to drill at thrce
levels, e-g., near the top surface, close to the rebar position and 7-112 inches be lorv the
rebars.

Mix the dust sample on the pan and quarter carefully to ensure the sample's
homogeneity, then lveigh tlvo separate 3-gram samples, using the scales provided. Keep
one sanrple in a sealed plastic bag rvith location marked and the other sample for the field
test.

Add the 3 gram sanrple to one of the 12 pìastic jars containing 20 nI of chloride
extraction liqLrid. Add the sample dust in stages to ar,oid excessive fizzitlg from the

limestone present in the dr¡st sample.

Nole: Àvoid contqmination of santples dtn'ing lestirtg.

Preparation of Electrode for Calibration

The electrode is shipped u,ithout fìlling solution in the reference chamber. To fill the

chamber, use the flip-spout bottle marked "electrode rvetting agent," proceed as follou's:

l. Lift the spout to a veúical position.

ö
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2. Insert the spout into the fìlling hole in the outer sleeve and add a small amount of
f rlling solution io tlie chanrber. Tip the electrode to moisten the O-ring and return it

to a vertical position.

3. Flolding the electrode by the barrel rvith one hand, pusli dorvn on tlie u,hite electrode
cap, allorving the filliug solution to wet the inner conc. If needed, the black cover cap
may bc removed one millinletel to allow sufficìent traveJ of the electrode cones.

4. Release the white electlode cap. If it does not return to its original position
imnrediately, checì< to see if the O-ring is moist enough; repeat steps 2 through 4 until
thc vhite cap has returned to original position. Add fìiling solution to the chamber,
up to the filling hole. To ensure a proper fl6llr ¡¿1¿-add to avoid erratic electrode
potentials, this level should be maintained during all testing.

Renlove the black cover cap and rinse the electrode thoroughly v¡ith distilled water and

blot.

Note: Tåe black cover cap should be on when electrode is not ín use. If the electrode
ìs not in use for períods of nnre than 2 to 3 da¡,5, lhe electrode shoald be

drained, rinsed in dÌstilled water, dried ffi polished and protected wíth tlte cnp-

If this is not done, tlre wettìng agenl wìll evaporate leaving uystuls. This vvíll
rcnder lhe electrode trseless, necessítatittg its repløcenrcttt.
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The CL-2000 Lqbornlorv in a briefcnse componenls:
CL-3700 Chloride combination eleclrode with externally mounted temperature

sen-sor, cable, and connectors.

CL-2020 S¡recial battery por.vered, high irnpedance, electronic meter'-witlr
temperature cornpensation circuits and microprocessor for direct
conversjon to percentage of chlorides.

CL-2012 Replaceable pacli containing 12 plastic bottles, each rvith 20 ml ol'
exlractio¡r liquid and five plastic jars ol-different coìored calibratíon
Iiquids.

CL-1030 Spral, bottle of electrode r','etting ageni.

Bottle of distilled rvater
Dust collecting pan and blorver for sampling.
Clamping pliers, drill bit, anchors, lvrench, and scrervdriver, Scale s for
rveighing 3 grn samples.

Weight of CL-2000 Laboratow, complete in bliefcase is 10 lbs.
B-124 A recliargeable battery poviered electric dlill, cornplete rvith battery

charger in a metal carrying case (use rvith CL-2000 Lahoraloty in a
briefcase)

Note: T/¡e CL-2000 test correlutes to wnler soluble tilration nt¿Íhod.
For the most accurate results the fìrst sample in auy test area should be checked every 15

minutes until tlie last three readings are rvithin about l0 percent of each other. This is
because, fol safety reasons, a mild acid solution is used and it may take a longer tinre to
completaly dissolve chlorides irom certain aggregates-

Le3end

I.0n-Off 5¡rikh
2. Bcape
5. Enter
4. Pltrt ArÌow
5. t'llnlr ,Arow
6. Te¡¡p. sensof Connector GCÀ)
7. Ëeckode Conn¿ctoÌ (BNC)
8. Display
9. $tlery (omp,

Figure 4
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CFILOIìIDB ASHTO T-260 TBST PROCBDURtr

Changing Meter Mode of Operation:

l. Frolr meter main menu press and hold the [ó-l (escape key) simultaneousll,

pressandholdthe 
E(enterkey). 

| "I

2. I4etel rvill norv display: RLSET

3. Then the altemative menu rvill be displayed:

Select Function
Cal Meas mV

[1[easurement Procedure:

l. Use ârrow keys to move blinking cursor in front of Meas display.

2. Press tCJ-l (enter).
ll

3. The meter rvill norv display:

Value zz.z"C

Y.YJY

'Wlrere zz.zis the ternperature reading andy.yyy is the chloride percent concentration.

4. Place 3.0 +/.01 g coilcrete sample in the 125 ml bc,ttle with digestive solution. Shake
vigorously to suspend tire pou,der in the solution. Let pourder digest for 3 minutes.
The bottle may be opened after shaking to relieve pressure fronr effervescerìce due to
the reaction; then close írnmediatel¡,.

5. Carefully remoye the bottle cap and add 80 ml of stabilizing solution.

6. Replace cap and shal<e vigoror-rsl1, for one nlinute.

7. Re¡nove bottle cap and place the electrode to a depth of mid-height in the extraction
fluicl.

8. \Vait 3 rninutes and record the measurement obtained.

9. After each measl¡rement the electrode should be rinsed in distilìed water.
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ASIÌTO Caliliration N{cth od

The conversion of the sensors output to a specific cllloride ion concentration is nornially
accomplislred via comparison with standardized solutions. ASHTO specifìcally
recomnrends that the standardized concentratìons of L25y:o,0.60Yo,0.30yo,0.03Yo and
0.01% be r-rsed for calibration. It is further specified that this be accornplished by taking
nlillívoli readings ûom l0 calibratiorr runs, each consisting of the five calibration
solutions. Thus, the mV funct:on of the meter (see beJow for flurther details of this
function). From thisprocedure a chloride concentration is obtained of the sarlple. This
chloride concentration is furthsr linearly corelated to a standarcltitration ploccdure. The
value s which are recommended by ASIITO lor these corueiatiolls are currently
programnred in the CL-2020. They have beeil made available to the user if further
refi¡renrent of the test rurethod is required.

C¿llibration l\{enu

l. Using the arrou'keys, move the blinking cursor in front of the Cal.

2. Press (enter key)

3. The meter shor"rld norv display: Select Constant
A B CD

These constants correspond to the following fonnula,
%C|: A + By,

u'here -y 
: 

[(1 0^(C+DrnV))-3](0,00333)

4. Using the anow keys". move the cursor i¡r front of the constanl you rvish to change.

5, Press

6. Use arro\\,

7. Press

(enter key)

change the values of the constant to that which you desire.

(enter l<ey)

(dou,n âffow

tr
ke¡'51o

E
8. The meter willnow display: saving value

lf you wish to retunt constants to their original values press a:rd hold the

(escape key) lvhile siniultaneously pressing the

key)

mV Display
i. From the main rl:enu use the arroq' keys to move the blinking cursor in fi'ont of the

mV display.

Page 7 of 8



2. Press enter key)

3. The nleter r.vill nou,display: nrVolts

Tips for successfuì chloride testing

Excn only iltoderatc pressure on the drill n'hen drilìing out the sample dust. This keeps
the dustparticles fì:le and the¡,dissolve easily in the extraction liquid.

Do not tesl u¡et dust because the u'eiglrt olthe rvater rvill be included in the calculations.
If the dust is wet, it shoLrld ìre dried. One wav of doìng this is to place it on blotting
paper.

When collecting dust satnples at different depths, rnalie sure that the drill bir is alu,ays
perpendicular to the surface. This ensures that the dust is collected fi-om the bottonr of
the hole and not from the side of the drilled hole.

Do not drill only one hole to collect the sample, sìnce you may drill through a course
aggregate particle and the dust rvill not be representative of the entire concrete. Drill
three holes about four inches apart and mix tlie dust together.

þIake sure the electrode membrane is not scratched or etclled. Lovver electrode gently.
keeping it tilted to l:eep the electrode tip frorn touching tlie dust at the bottorn of the
extracticlt liquid bottle. Also, the electrode r+'ill suffer etching if tlie electrode is stored a
long time rvithout removing tlre extraction liqLrid frorn the membrane- To avoid this,
clean the electrode membrane carefully rvith distilJed wate¡.-or place it in dìstilled ivater
rvlren not in use.

The calibration liquids may become contanrinated, especially the weaker ones. This cau
change the calibration, Ahvays discard the calibration liquid after l2 tests.

Notc: If tetnperature changes occur, meler and elech'odes should be recalih'ated. The

elecn'ode can be usecl ctt tentperatures f'om 0 - 60 oC, pt'ovicled that ientperatm'e
erluilibt'izutt has occuned. For tlse at the tentperctl¿û'e.y sl;bstcrnliall¡, cliffet'enÍ

fi'ont roont letnperalure, equilibriun tíntes of up fo one hour are recomntended.

zz.zoC

$T.y
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AFPENÐTX F'
(STRIP ANODES: HALF-CELL RESULTS)



Half{ell Potential for Bar I Slòjected to 3.9% Chlorìdo by Welght of Comont and E}posqd to tho Env¡ronmontal
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Half{ell PotÊnlial for Bar 3 Subjectcd to 3.9% Chlorlds by Welght ot Cemcnt ãnd Exposod to tho Envlfonmontal
Chambor
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Hâll{ol¡ Pot0ntlal for Mosh Sr&locted to 3.9% Chloride by Wei0ht of Cement and Exposcd to tho Environmontal
Chamb€r
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Half€all Potenllal for Bar 2 SubJcctcd to 1,2% Chlorldo by Wolght ot Cernont and Exposod to th6 Envlronmontal
Chåffrbéi
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APPENDIX G
(STRTP ANODES: CURRENT DENSiTY RESULTS)
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Avorago Curronl Outfrut Bar 4 Subjected to 3.9% CHorido by Weioht of Cemonl and Exposed to thc Env¡ronmental
Chamber
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Avoraos Curfsnt Output 8ar I & 2 Sub¡ectêd to 1.2% Chlorid6 byWeight of Cement and Exposed to the
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Avera0e Currmt Outpul 8ar4 Subrected to 12% Chlor¡de by Weight of Cement and Exposed to the Envlronmontal
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APPENÐIX H
(STRIP ANODES: POTENTIAL DECAY RESULTS)



Avorago Anodo Oocay Olflet€nce for Bar I Sublæted to 3.9% Chlorldo by Wol0ht of Comont and Exposcd to tho
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Avorago Anodo Docay ojtforonco for Bâr 3 Sub¡ectsd to 3.9% Ghloride by Wo¡oht of temont and Exposod to tho
Environmsntal Chambor
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Averaga Anodo occay Diffcronco for Mosh Sub¡octod to 3.9% Chlorldo by Weight of Cemont ónd Exposed to ths
Envlronmental Chambêr
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