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~ In this ers of modern day living, the stability of family
1ife is threatensd by strains and stresses which are taking their
toll in family brealdown, divorces, snd desertions. Soeial agencies
are requested to give easework help end pu

mity, the main topie of this report will be an anslysis of
deserted families in receipt of publie assisbance in October, 1957,

The size of the problen theso desartion cases present in the
oarison to the mumber of femilies in the
commmity which should be indicated by the sample in which this
study is based. In comparing %

question of interest 4o those eonce
to present the greabest economic dependency,

One of owr greatest concerns is the healih snd welfare of
the children of these deserted families. Their emotional adjustme

to the trawma of desertion by either pavent depends on their ability
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to accept this loss and the consequent deprivation of normal family
life. If their emobional adjustment is not equal to the sirain
imposed by the desertion, personelity problems may develop that

require treatment, the cost of which in time and services will
contribute still further to the economic burden on the commmity,

This study is part of a project concerned with a study of

dssartsd families receiving services from five agencies z:& Ek‘&eber,

1957, and living in Winuipeg proper., These sgencies are, the
Bepartment of Health and Welfare of the Province of Manitoba, the
Juvenile and Pamily Court of the Province of Hanitoba, the Family
Bureau of Greaber Wimnipeg, the Publie Welfare Departuent of the
City of Winnipeg, and the Children's 4id Soelety of Greaber
Winnipeg, '

The definition of desertion used for the purpose of this
- gitudy is a8 follows:

Couples living spart ab any time during %seber, 1957,
except when they are living spart by divorce or
separation sgreements This Wﬁl mlueie;
a, when the partner has wilful eft
- iz not supporting his family,
b. where the pariner has mmz;y left but
there is a Gourt Grder for suppord,
¢, vwhere a wife leaves with or without the
children and of her own choice and does
not follow it wp with a Court Hearing
for suppord, :
de where a wife leaves with or without the
shildren and takes :mgal action but this
faila,
This will mlnde'
a. Mubual spreement to separste or d:m:rme,
e Separstion by Court Order.
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. The daba on which this sbudy was based is limited emtirely
to the information resorded in the agemeies' ease records, and as
euch is ascepted as relisble according o the agency standerds

rifieation.

4 sehedule was drafted by ten second year students in the
School of Soeial Work. The schedule contained information needed

for each individual aspect within the main study which would provide

from the cave records in the senple and recorded on the schedules.

The method of random sampling was weé. so that the total

sample of 110 cases falling within the sbove definition was

sﬁlected as being a relishle representative sample of the larger

gm@, and therefore the basis on which this study would be made.

The authorts m'bereat in thﬁ.s yar'hwﬂ.ar tapie of the
‘lsxger researeh p:m;}e@t arose from twe years mmme :m the
- Gourt, 43 a family Well@r in ‘bh:z.s s&%;ting,

£

‘the auther m ’wez'iﬁx%g ﬁth parexﬁss wlw hae}. hxam desez'ted and were

eial assistance ns:zt:x.l 'bhey eauld i}a&:e 3.%1 a&%im

¥ or ﬁﬁd am a‘bhaﬁ:‘ Heans of support far thanselm

for mainbenan

znd their families. The aathﬂr*s goneern over the diffienities sn-

coundered by these deserted families in obbaining economic support
pronpted the selection of this topic for studys
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Desertion is an Impor

ant problem that eannot be considered
apart from the family unit. It is recognized by those who have
worked with these deserted families that this particular kind of
marriage breskdown creates hardship and suffering for those who

are left behind, In addition, an economic and soeizl burden is
ereated for the cqmﬁ;ty which undertakes to secept the respon-
sibility fer the maintenance of these families who es
themselves,

ai g t mtam

Tt is not easy to what motivates an actusl desertion
because when the majorilty of these cases come to the soeial agencies
what is obvious is only the end result. ’éﬁa&t is appavent is that
oﬁe or the other partner has chosen his or her way of withdvewing
from the marriage, and escaping responsibility withoub legal or
fﬁmncial provision for the i‘amﬁy that is left behind. . Even
though the economic problem of many of these deserited families is
relieved by ?ﬁbliﬁ aﬁss.staxmm bidden bur&ezzs have been created

through enotional cond f, which reveal them~ -

selves in maxy forms aa@dmmax@'easea nay require casework or

psychiatric treatment. These addibionsl servieces though provided

through commmity resources, gan contribute heavily to the economic

burden already esrried by the service agencies.

The author would have liked te study the resl economic
burden to soeiely of these deserted families and show this in
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dollars and cenbs. This would have involved the actual cost in
family mainten
quired for problems erising oub of desertion for both children and
afdults, institubional placements and psychistrie services, There

ance, fosber home placements, speeisl services re-

are also the costs of legal services provided such as court cosbs,
legal fees, and even the cost of maiﬁtain:mg deserters who ave
Lound gus,lty £ neglect and non-support ami thereby :i.ugaxisamé.
In aazz,smming the extensive range of services available to these

deserted families and the work involved in order to estimate the.
finaneial cost to the community, it was realized that this could
not be done within the time allowed for this projech.

ity of deserted fanilies

Also, as the burden %o the comm:
in receipt of publ
-cents because the acmal figares on @nblﬁ.ﬁ assigta

e aaswbame ea:mot be zaeasumd in dallm and

e expendi’wres
could not be obtained from the public assistance agencies, in the
time sllowed snd the leng
study will therefore be Tlmibed to meamuring the In
lies mp&ﬁrm assigtance
ibabion is thet it is impossible to know from X

5 of time on assistance s nob lmown, this

rden ereated by

nation in some of the case Yetords yhétkem these fanilies wenb on

publie gssistance because of the desertion or for some other reason,
and no atbempt was made to record ik, even iIf stzted, It will there-
fore be necessary to accept the faet thal afber the deserbion they
applied for public assistance, regerdiess of whether or not the



desertion was the cause of their finaneial dependencye

The term ¥Publie Assisbance" as used m this research pmjject
means finaneial assistance from tex-supported funds for those families
who qualify under a means test as having either insuffieient or mo
means of support. A1l deserted families, whether in receipt of
partisl or total assistance, will be copsidered under the ome heading

of Public Assistance.

The hypobhesis of this study thereforve is that there is an

increased use of public assistance associated with deserbionm. In

order to test this hypothesis a comparison will be made of the families
who were in receipt of publiec assiatama at the time of deseriion and
those families who went on public assistance after desertion in order
to find oub whether the desertion meant an inerease in desertion

gases on public assistance. A sbudy of the deserted childrem in the

eases in reseipt of public assistance will rewesl the tobal number of
children involved and the number deserted by each pavent, A compari-
son of the mmber of children who were receiving publie assistance

prior to the desertion with the nunber of ehi

dren receiving public
assistance afber desertion will show which group poses the heaviest
burden, Finally, by analyzing the distribution of children in the
 total mmber of desertion cases, seme patbern may be noted aboub the
gize of the deserted Lomily public assistance, In the study of the |

total sample all ehildren wider eighteen years of age were listed as
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se of this shudy, this age

ndents and therefore, for the purp

1imit is being useds

The subjeet matter in the second chapber will be arownd
studies made of desertion as well as

iew of literature

taining to this tople, and sowe econsiderstion of the effect of
desertion on the families involved, as well as on the com

The third chapber will deseribe the eollection of data and the

nmethod of proposed presemtation of findings. It w1l contain an

TS

account of the method of determining and sssessing the ealcula~

tions for the verious groups, The fourth chapter will contain a

presentation by tables and an amalysis of the findings about the
families on pxﬁ&li@ assistense in @Q‘%ﬂbﬁﬁﬁ: 195?,, and i;mahﬁldr&n
mmlmd in these families. The coneluding -5@@&&& of this study
will inelude a snmary of the material presented, anys::.zﬁmt

trends, and the area of applicability for the results,

Te



CHAPTER II

The broad term of femily desertion has been a topic of
interest to seocioclogists, soeial workers, welfarve agencies, clergy-
men and many lay people in the United States and to a somewhat
lesser degree in Canada, Very little scientific study has been
nade of the subject although considersble material has beem written
about it to date.

Baek in the depression of the 1930's a aurvey of desertion
cases in Manitoba was made by the Welfare Supervision Board st the
request of the Menitoba Minister of Health and Public Welfare. The
results of this sbudy were included inm their 1931 Report.t '

In studying the extent of the burden of these degertion
gases Lo the »canﬁsmﬁ}y; it was noted that the mumber of deserted
families in Winnipeg receiving public assistance from the Soeial
Helfare Compsmion totalled eighty-two cases. The average mmber of
desertion cases based on the four years from 1927 to 1931 showed the
figures to be approximstely ten percemt of the Social Welfare case
load, which in the opinion of the Seeial Welfare Comuission was

rela@ive}.y large.

3-Frevime of Manitcba, The Problem of Pamily Degertiom in
Hanitoba, A Report Prepared by the Welfzre oupervision poard o
Tenitoba in April, 1931 (Beport No. 7 of the Department of Heglth
az‘id Publiﬁ Walfare) s Phe 1""‘94
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There were 145 desertion eases in the Province of Mamitoba
(including those already stated in Wirmdpeg) which involved ap-
proximately 800 persons, The rale of desertion was estimated to be
slightly more than one per thousand of the total population,

In this Provincial Report of 1931 reference was made to a
survey of desertion in the United States made by the National
Desertion Bureaw, in 1912, At that time there were knowm to be 561

lesertion cases hut it was nob revealed whether these cases were also

in receipt of publie assistance.

As 3 eomparison to these 561 desertion cases in 1912, the
Family location Service, which was lmown as the Wational Desertion

Bureay, describes the extent of fanily desertion in the United States

in September, 1956, as follows:

There were 6@5,?17 fomilies reea:m,ag Aid to Pependent
Children. these, 5% or 350,000 families usre
thesa in which the father was abaerﬁ; from the ]

I not supporbing the children, these ems tbsem
were some 921,000 ehildren and 3,3!,”. uothers amlve&,
or a total faf 1425540 000 people receiving ww
$369,000,000 fm state and nation, Since We lmow that
only 22% of deserted mothers and ehildven a;aply i‘w
public assm*bm&a, it is sdfe to esbinmate & ﬁgure of
over 5,500,000 mothers and children mot being fu
supported by estranged fathers.l

Joseph ‘Siaeigman also writes about deserted families inm 1957

1zanch *E. zukex*mn, w4 Sooio-legal A;;pmaah to Fanily Deser-
1 Casework, (Reprinted from Merriage and Family m.v:mg)
Usty 1959}, Pe Bl
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and prmﬁes amther contribution to the g&neral_pi@ms 28 he stales:

It is esbimated that there are in this couniry aboub
5% million women and children who lack adequate
suppert becavse of the es 'brangement of husbands and
fathers from their families. It is also estinsted
thm; more tha:a one million men ave involved in these

: Lionsy . cing & total of more than one millich
peeple threug};ent The Unibed Siates who are facing
one aspect or ancther of a desertion problem. Also,

it is estimabed that an additional 100,000 men desert

their families each year. 2

. Unfortunstely no reecent figures on the extent of desertion

in Ganada have been found. Increased imberest in this problem has
been shown in the last two years by the Canadian Welfare Council
with ‘bﬁe rasnlt that a %udy of the cost of desertion and the
economie burden on public agencies of these deserted families is

at present being made by the Couneil.

‘The above statisbics reveal approximately the extent of the
problen af desertion which "tha Eni{;eﬁ States of America are faged
with, The ?eeoménﬁ;c 'hu:czen ‘Ls:: the cmm'ty involves not only the

ce of these f.‘arn.lws ’bu,i; alaa tha hmﬁem aspects ef ‘the

deswi;ien which are rafii.eeted by the use ai’ em:u ity resows and

treatment smmeﬂ requ:z.md for the m}mbila:taﬁon of these families.

In considering the deserted fsmili@s on public assistance,
some of the consequences of the desertion in relation to the

vdesemed marriage partners and ‘%;ha éhfi‘léren will be mentioned,

%asep}z E, s-beigzm “The Deserted Family", Social Casework,

Vole 3 loe Ly {w, 1957), PP 167-171
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Deserted fathers fall into tiv cabegories, those that ave
economieally independent, and those who are wnemployed and for this

resson in receipt of public assistance, In the case of those who

’ ependent, these fathers are faced with the
problem of care for the children while they thenselves are éi} Worlte.
¥hen private srrangements can not be worked ouby the reques

made to the commmity resources for housekeeper services, or child
placenent. sserviéa, and sotetimes supplemenbary assistance, Some-
times these fathers try to menage without any srrengements, and
problems are created by these unsupervised children, some of who
eventually come to the abttenbtion of child-care agencies or the Juvenile
Gowrts |

Regardless of whether these fathers are employed or unemployed
and in receipt of public assistance the effect of the mother's deser-
tion on the childrents emotional development can create wnbold diffi-

eulties and retardation in emobional develepment, Besides the econ-

faced with the additional cost of treating personality disorders,

mental illness, and services necessary to rehsbilitate these children

who have been forced into physieal and emotional dependenc:

Tn those cases where the mother and children have been de-
serted, the sbsence of the father means absence of inconme. This means

that the mother must £ind some way of ebtaining maintensnce for the
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family. She is faced with the practical choice of coblaining employ-

ment and perhaps depending on relatives or friends to care for the

children during her sbsenece. The expenses incurred by payment for
the childvents care, nesessary clothing to keep &ya@p@&mmes while
%rking, 3
may not be properly met. The other choice open to her is to apply

uces the inceme earned so that the needs of the fanily

for Fublic Assistance.

| Besides éhase pméﬁieal issues the mother mﬁﬂ"& f}é@e_,,i;hezse
usuall:g‘ are hidden resulis of the marriage makdsm. i’i‘ﬁen hﬁr
resentment and bittemess add to the a;}.x*eady emaplicated burden she
has to earry, She has the problen of dealmg with the very stremg
and e.ani*asing emotions that accompany the traumstic experience of
being deserted. She may feel shame, guilt, bumilistion or angers
She may feel vesponsible for the failure of the marrisge, feel that
tghbors will think that her husband deserted besause

she ime not a good wife,* Her feelings of mgea*hien may be pro~
dren; or her hostility towards her husband may
be displaced mraa the other family members, or the commnity.

»

Some of these mathara nay have the inper sﬁmngﬁh to re-
@rgam.ze ‘bhemselvas and meet the new demands, 2 Same }zm;ever, are
‘overwghelned by the enormity of the task and are able to assume the

la'h@igxmy OPe Cite poe 167-171s

2?*. T Peldumsn, "Ihe Family in o Honey %%crléﬂ fenily
Aﬁuﬂ@i&t!ﬂﬁ of Ameriga, (New York: Gapymghi; 1957), pp. b ‘7




In maw of these fa%herlsss famﬁ.l:.as, g)mblems '&hs:t were 3.11
-eﬁatem pmr to tha braak-t@ of the marriage, nay b%eme mtanm—
fiaﬁ by tha: i"aﬁwr i é@a tion,

ilicting loye: i;ias, There may be sericus psychological a

Elﬁlﬁmn may be torn bemaen CoxI™

involved for the child who does mob have a father to love, mi’i;ata,

The coneern shout desertion and future trestment of this

problem was suggested in one sbudy which was made of the social

problems in these deserted families, An Ameriean soelologist states:

as a crime *cé:a% dasewes ;mst g’ .; i
; isties of famdily demonsbrabe
%m’a t,’ae famly agmeies a& yrasw%:« am maﬁug l:.ttle

my against it, and there is no hope of substen-
‘i;ial gmgmss in dealing with this particular product
of i‘amily msisabilz.ty wabil greater and more practical
effm is made o conserve fwﬁiy 1ifee2

Isteignan, ops Cite Ppe I67-ATL

28,8, Groves, Social Problems of the Family, (Lippinmcotit's

Fanily Life Series) Bdited by B.Re Amsrezss, Ph.ﬁ.;' Colunbia
University, ps 160
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Tt would sems however, that while we are fased with this
serious problem, the place te start in rehabilitating the deserted
2l meed, providing case-

objective would be prevention of further maladjustment by evaluating
and treating the problems gmsmt@&, and he:mg reatly to cope with

r effects of the desertion as these ave cbser

T the suthor’s opinion the burden on the commmity of these
deserted families is a reflection of the many sogial problems arising

$tional age which conbribute to the instability of

oub of this o

/ modern faaﬁly‘ J:ifa'. Until more prevenmbetive mriz: ean be done to
ge has%y ma;alaxmed mrriages, and wiore afﬁ‘ert m&a to rein-

foree the marriage and help ms& ;p%gl& deal more adequately with
their family respois ibilities, ﬁh@@est that can be hoped faﬁ: is that
ity will be
g these serviees a8 ’Gh@y are Eaégmstsd,- By rehobilits

dies, the eventusl g@in to the o IRy wALL

ed to deal with the economic cost of




| gimPmm T |
‘ﬁae mﬁerial for ’sh:.s atuéy Wa.s eﬁta:med fmm the fum :
'mhaz‘ested swi.al aaemxes refermd to m the fim% cha;a‘ber, %ﬂm had
suf‘f“ieient wﬁ:fv’e ﬂesartzm cases i;e be able m assist in ‘this re=
_ssaamh projects The Eear Iﬂdga H@sp&.tal mci the :‘.;hild Guidanece
Ninde @5 nob -

.3-153?’«’!@ because of the Limited mmﬁaer of spplic-

would be a considersble mmbery ¢ould not partisipste dus to staff

changes and did not heve records containing necessary information to
clagsify ‘by the ée»i‘mtmn, The - empera‘tmg agencies were raqa:est&é
to list@ of cases schi ober;. 195?0 |
efinition of é@aeﬁiam

ve during the month of Cebo

> o the following gemersl

?éfhere thera are w&mles in iafmpeg hwﬁg"am a’k

FR A »::-" 2 %‘:ﬂ@ Mﬁth Gf m@h@* 3r95 !
%;hey are living apart becaise of div
'sa;ssamtma a@m% m‘i; that we mould

them if ﬂaa

d imlu&e
. BEpa i;iem emt ba:'aa;ks dmm

By seym*him agmem we maan an a;greemam m‘aemd

©dxbo by twe people wherein the agreement is a logal
éoeamsxxﬁ hu:t not a &eparatim ar&em C
The five agencies submitted 773 cases which sppeared to fall

The method of random sampling wos used becauge the resulis

obtained would have in their relative proporti

on. gy all the signifi-
eristies of the larger group. Thus it could ‘b& ressonably




assumed that what was found true of the agencies sample would hold
true of the whole grovp from which it was chosen. This vould 4here~

fore be a ral:ah}:la W&ﬁ&ﬂ'&a’bﬁm sample o be used as a bapis fw

The month of (otober was selected as a specifie period of
time dn whieh all agemm sould 1ist the cases active da;ring this

wh:wh fell wiﬁux the d&fﬁmtmﬁ.

The sehedule consisted of gquestions for obiainine the informa-
tlon needed for each individual topic within the gemeral study, It

was used for the purpose of obtaining the necessary date from ewh

case record in as wniform a way as possible.

The smm: was tested by the gmx:p reag a lﬁ.‘miteé
wmber of cases from the ageneies sample of 773 casess The results
indicsted saveral changes to be ma&saary.

As the m‘bal mmber of these cases was }.arga to bee sble

edules in the time slloved for this purpose,

1/3 of the cases submitted by each agency was selecbed ab randon,
leaving a balance of f:ases. ‘Th@, @l@lii@&be% %wem recordes and
returned to each agency semple and arother case was then selected ab
* random o replace the duplicates

to complete the so

It was fownd that some of these cases did nob £all within
‘the definition of desertion and therefore & olearer definition was
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needed, The question of "intent to desert® was clarified amd the
definition refived bo read as follouss

Souples living apert al any time during %her,
1957, exeept when they are living apart by divorce
or separation agreement, This will include:
2. when the partner has wilfully left and
- is nob supporting his family,
be where the pariner has mlf‘aliy left but
there iz a Court Order for suppors,
©s wuhere a wife lesves with or without the
ehildren and of her own choice and does
rot follow it up with a Court Hearing
for support,
ds where a wife leaves with or withoul the
ehildren and takes legal action bubt this
fails,
This mll axeiude:
2. Hubusl agreement to separate or &vem,
be Separation by Court Grder,

4is some of the information .requﬁxeﬁ/ia the schedule wass not
reeorded in many of these cases, the questions on the schedule were
revised, The cases that did not fall within the definition were
discerded, leaving a final sample of 110 ceses.

The schedules were all coded and photostated onto 110 eards
which were used for ealeulation in this research study.

Out of the total sample, the group selected for this Study
will be all the deserted families in receipt of publiec assistance in
Ocbobery 1957. No differentisbion will be made bebween those cases

on partial and total sssisbance. All cases will be considered un
the one heading of public sssistance cases and will include 211 the
deserbion eases from the City of Winmipeg Welfave Department, the
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ent of Heallh and ¥Welfure of the Province of Manitoba and a

fow Lrom the FPanily Court of the Prowvince of Honiicba and the
Children's 41d Society of Greater Winnipeg, Cases felling in this
group will be obtained from ques‘bmn 1;2 on the sahedule, ‘relating

to whether or rsm:. the fandly was in receipt of public .
the time of desertion, There were 68 families that form this group,

In order to messure the effect of desertion on the commmity
by each deser‘h:mgg gxearems, the mmiber of persons depei; on agency
resources mll be wtalled within the gremp of 68 £

ilies in :*a::e,z.p"b
of public assistance, The identity of the deserting paran’%s can be
learmed from guestion 11 on the. scheénle. The mmber of deserted
children will be obtained from guestion Sk,

In considering public assisbonce, it would seem likely thatb
there would be-an incrensed use of public Wl@%@&&@ﬁi&t@d with
desertion. In order to delermine wbether this is so; the tobal
selected groxq:a of 68 cases will be svhd:wﬁ_ded into the number af A
families on pnblm assa.stanca a'h the time of %he desertmn and those'
.faraﬁms who Went- on publie a&smstam& after desertion a'mi the

similarities and differvences in the groups compar

The children in the deserbed families Eﬂéﬁl‘ mmmeratm
will be stuﬁ:x.mi as a separabe g:emqa, with rega’rd to the mumber of
ehildren deserted by the fa‘ther, the mother, or both parents.

- The tobal number of 219 ehildren being studied wﬂﬂ. then be



subd:w:u&ed m’to m grou;m, those on publie ass:.s'bama pr:s.or to the
é.eser‘b:mn and 'i;nese Who wen’s en pu}alie asswtanee felleaing ﬁha |
éasertien in order 'i:c masure the bvrden o;t nh:ildmn impcaed on ’ahe
-wwum

5 of the. dﬁﬁ'ﬁl‘é}a&xtim of dasari:ecl ehildren in the .
families uﬁdar miémrai}im incthis s‘imdy wil’}. be mads in arde:: te
see whaﬁher an;y' pamem nay be mtad in 'hh& sige of the deserted |
fam:a.l;;r mea.mﬁg pnbl:.g: aasia‘bame‘

‘The following chapter will amslyze the data as deseribed and

will illustrate by tables, the ;f:’ dings aboubt the i‘amlmsin the

study group.
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From 2 study of the 110 deserbion cases, it was found that

there were sixty-eight cases in vhis grovp including 286 persons
siho were in reeeipt of partisl or total assistance, This group of
sixty-eight eases re senting 61.8% of the m*tal sarple was
selected for fxzx"?sher analysise

TABIE 1

Conposition of Sixty~eight Poblic Assistange Cases by
, Pamm% Qeserﬁix;& e .

}Jeser't-.mg Fumber of Per Cent Bpmber of Per Cent
2t Cases of Total Persons of Total

Totaless 68 ... 30040

10040

Father 59 8648 233 81,5
Yother 8 1.7 50 17.5
1 1.5 3 1.0

Tt may be noted that in 86.8% of this group it is the father

who bas deserbeds The effect of his desertion has been to inerease

omic burden on the commmity by 233 persons, (deserted wives
and children) who have .reqnjred either partial or total sssistance

ard of living.

4 further interesting comparison here is that for each
| father who deseris the average mumber of persons uwho go on assist




is approximately four, while for each mother who deseris, spproximae-
tely six persons go on assistance, Il would be i&te?esting ‘o make
a further sbudy of these cases to see why there is this difference,
but tine does not permit this.

The average mumber of persons in the deserted families in
receipt of public assistence in October, 1957, i8 4.2 . The Dominion

Bureau of Statistics in 1956 found the average mui
& femily in Winnipeg proper to be 3.2 . This would indicate that the
gize of i;ha deserted family in ﬁie group being studied tends to be
larger by spproximstely 2. than the aversge Winnipeg family singe in
this sbudy one psrent is alwsys out of bhe home, |

In opder to further indicate the effect of desertion on the
burden to the commmnity; the total mmber of B3N

weight desertion
cases will be separated into those cases reeeiving public assistance
at the time the desertion oveurred and compared with those ea;sés.
which went on publiz assistence after the deaertisn oecurred,

m@f Pergons mmsemed Families Prior and After Deserticn

Time-of  Totel Namber  Per Cent  Total Mumber  Per Cent
Desertion of Families  of Total _ of Persons of Tobal

Prior i 2046 58 2043

Totalees 68 __300.0 286 . 100.0




It is noted from the above that fourteen families, which
represent 20.6% of '&hﬁvsm:fa-@ight families being studied, were in
receipt of public assistance ab the time desertion ook place.

This group consisting of fifty-eight persons were thevefore already
desertion, In comparison to this group;. fﬁt&fmt families, which
rvepresent T9.4% of the sixby-eight deserbed fmlms on public
assistance appl:z.eé for, and were accepted for public assistance
after the deserfion took place. It is therefore obwerved thabt out

e

ent on tax supporbted public agencies prior to

of the total number of 286 persons receiving public assistance, 228

became a financizl buvrden on the community following desertion. This

would therefore indicate that nearly four times as many persons
become dependent on public assistance after desertion in comparison
with those persons already in receipt of public assistance before

desertion tock place.

By eonparing the desertion cases who received public sssis-

'i»sma prior and afte
in the sanple, it was found that only fourteen families representing
13% of the totel sample were &
whaen the desertion cocurred, vhereas fifty-four families, represen-

- desertion with the total mumber of 110 cases

eady in receipt of public sssistance

ting almost 50% of the total sample, requived public assistance

¢ the desertion,

The remainder of this chapler will be directed fowsyrds a
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study of the children of these deserted families.

Por Cent e
of Total

79.5

1942
Le3

In the totel mumber of 286 persons on public agsistance,
there were 219 children representing almost 88% of the fotel number.

requiring public assistance. It may also be noted that 79.5% are
fatherless and 19.2% motherless. |

TABLE 11

.& Bwparlm of the Total Warber of Children in Deserted Families
Prior and After Desertion w

ﬁmaf Total Humber Per Gent
Begertion o of Chdldren .,,',‘.@:E Total

After o 17h ' 79.5

alysis indicabes that out of the 219 children re-

quiring public assistance there were 17k children vepresenbing 79.5%
of the total, who required public assistanee after deserbion had
taken place., This compares with 20,5% who were on public zssistance



at the time of the desertion., This then tends to show that after
desertion oceurs, the burden of children on the public assistance
caseload may become pearly four times as greab as the burden of
e prior to desertion,

TABLE 5

.@gﬁmafws&maf%ﬁ?mgmﬁmﬁm

. Namber of  Total Mumber  Per Gent  Total Namber  Per Cenmb
Per Fandly

of v of of
Families ¢ dren GmEMﬁ

340
13,2
2749
19,1
16,2
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fanilies show the lowest percentage of desertion, and the fanilies
with the largest muwber of children, (seven to nins), show the -
segond lowsst percentsge. Ib may be polw '

ed out that slthough

there are only three families with nine children eash, there is a

burden of twenty-seven children on the phblic assistance ease lo ad,



which constitutes 12.3% of the total group being studied

The following chapter will present a sumrary of the
presented findings and any observations made by the author,




The dabe presented in the preceding chapter indicated a

serted families in regeipt of

public assistance. Although the sawmple is likely representative
iest desertion cases in Winnipeg proper, it is

doubbful whether the same vesults would apply in other centres
without further research.

The most significant observation made of the deserted
ferdly is that public assistance would gppear to be required in

than 608 of the sample of 110 deserbion cases veviewsd in this study.

cated by desertion ave further sccentuated

The conditions e

by the disclosure that almost 80% of these Pamilies requiz

 assisten se afber the dessriion a&ﬁurred, as evidenced by the fact

that pearly four times as many families begame dependent on public

desertion as were on assistance previously.

of the tobal sample ¥+
seourreds

ived public assisbance after the desertion

These factors would therefore tend to support the assumption

that ﬁ}:zera is an increased use of public assistance assoelated with
desertion,



2%.

It was furthermore noted that the father deserted in 86.82
of the sixiy-eight cases.

A sa?ara’ba aﬂaiysa.s of the children of the s:?xty-ea.ght
deserted faml:.es in reaeipt of publie assa.s‘banca indmated t&aa:b
the burden to the mmmmty of thesge ehs.l&ren beeame Four times

The size of the é,esartaé fanily in which public assistance

appears most likely to be needed, according bto this study, is where

there are from two to four childrem, It would therefove appear
that either deserters do not tend to leave the largest families, or
they do not require public appigtance., An analysis of the sime of
family in the total sample would indicate which,

Tt might be suggested however, that the burden of children
in these larger famdilies is velabively hesvy in proportion to the
other families under consideration, and could present a serious
problen to the publicly supported assistance agencies if desertion
in these larger families were to inerease in substantial dagrae.

Another study might show more clearly the economic burden e

the community ereated by these deserted families if a survey were
made of the actual ameunt of maintenance paid fo these families as
well as the hidden burdens laid on the community by the desertion
which would be reflected by the use of ehild placement services,
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institutionsl care and psy

cuiatric services, legal services snd costs
thereof, as well a8 many others, for the purpose of assisting these
es to stabilize themselves.
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