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So long as Britain retains her present supremacy .

among the nations, the question of raising savage tribes

'to a position of self-dependence or civilization will be

continually before her. As tribe after tribe submits to.

our sway, the Natiopal Conscience will ever be exercised
to know how best to apply to the present situation what |
has been learned from bpast experience. Each‘experiment
bfings‘ont something new to be discussed, modified and
appliéd af the next epportunity, but if the experience of

the past has taught us anything it is this, - that what

- may be best for one nation is not necessarily the best

tér‘all._

The,principai instruments employed for the civilizing

- of nations are the Sword, Commerce, and Education. The
First brings peoples more readily under the influence of

- the others; the Second is often the chief object of
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. those who seek their own advantage; and the Third is the

 ‘system which I wish to advocate, and which, while under

trial as a Medium of eivilization apart from conguest'
#nd commégee;vhas'héd no little promiSe'ofvsucceé;.

» thg-ti:st:instrument - @ar - where avoidable, must
ever be relucténtlﬁ resorféd to. The destruction of
human 11fe,?th§ shedding of a brother's blood, the deso-
iation‘cr homes, and the hatred the_conquered nourish for
their co;querers for at least a genération, a;e the chief
drawbacks to the employment of force in the spread of
civilization.

Trade follows the flag; and often precedes it. But
this too is at first a doubtful civilizer. It is a well
known fact thdt when Commerce finds a new market, among
the first things purchased by the natives (and at a heavy
cost) are the vices of the white man. Thus‘what should
have been a'hérbinger of prosperiﬁy, becomes a minister of
disease and deatn. |

Withlqulﬁwéijggeé alfeady.men£ioned operatiéé_l L

bt that natives in a staté of T -




safagéfiéggéfhéppier withoug them. But hﬁppily; wﬁerever
British~eﬁ£§rprisé goes, one othér civilizing 1nf1unnce“
‘always érecédes or follows, - Education.

Attempts have begn made by Chfistian Missionaries
to bring the chief benefiﬁs of eivilization within thé
reach#or the people to whom thhy minister.. They have
sought to improve the administration of justice: artisans
of sound character Havé béen eﬁgaged to teéch their'tradeé
to the natives, schools have been‘established for secular
stﬁdies, and in many §ases the Missionary has even
invented the chéracteré for a written language. This is
civilizing without the direful consequenées of bloody

War or vicious Commerce. Thus these Missionaries may be

said to be the most faultiess civilizing agency. But the
“system has so far proved all too slow for the world's

pregress. Who knows though, but that, on an immensely

T R R

~greater scale, this system may yet prove the greatest

factor in the list of eiviliziggﬁinfluencqs,and the

greatest blessing, - without the usual attendant curses

of War and Commerce, - to the simple-minded savage?
p .
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 0£ the fhree great factors then, fhéxsword, Commerce
and Education, it must be granted that the last is the
least objectionable. It certainly h#s its disadvantages,
which we will consider later; but these are not such as
to{disqualiry it as a medium:of civilization.

.By Eduéatibn we mean chiefly the training of the
1nteilect 4 the developi#g of the man himself, as distin-
guished‘ffem mnsculaf develoément., This, if accomplished,
Qakes'a change of environment desirable, gives new ideas
of the rélatibn of man to man, and creates new tastes and
desires which can only be satisfied by the institution of
commercial relations with -other countries. _These things
are the Séginnings of eivilization - tﬁe object at.which
we aim. How shall it be accomplished?

We have feferred above to the work of certain Mis-
sionaries; Lgaving out of the present discussion the
actual ehristién teaching, we have employed, under that

system,a body of trustworthy teachers possessed of abili-

ty and discretion. Working colonies are formed in chosen




centres; and artisans, traders and schoolmasters work in

harmohy with, and under the direetion of the Missionary.

The benefits of civilization are thus brought within

touch of the natives. The number of teachers too commands
respect from the heathen, who are thus more ready to lisw-

ten to the Missicnary, than i1f one man were to go amongst

them alone, Perhaps this system seems'most.sgitable for

_savage tribes that have not yet recognised British

suzerainty.

Wyére the people afe already British sgbjects it de-
volves upon the Government to establish systems of schools
for the training of the rising generatiocn. This may be
done in two ways. PFirst, Schools established at various
points.mest frequented by the ﬁatives. Second, Boarding
and fraining Schools at centres nearer to civilization
to which the children may be sent for a pericd of years
with the approval of the parents.

Let us enguire. into the probable resulté of these

two systems.




e
"

In the first system, it is intended to train the
people to self-reliance, and to develop their intelligence,

leaving them to continue in the same course of existence,

with a gradual improvement mentally, morally and physical-
ly. This plan, in the en43 would seem.to promise much
success, but let us look at £he result in one place where |
it has been long in existence.

India has a school system over two hundred years old.
Under the British Goverhment the schools are provided with
native.teachefs, and afe visited periodically by native

Inspectors. But the English language is not taught;

probably that the pupils may be'given no inducement to

adopt an English mode of living. This may be meant as a

safeguard to prevent the people deserting their ordinary
occupations and becoming a trouble and a charge to the

Government. But the result is, that the majority of the

‘natives of India are thus kept as distinct classes, who

do not understand British systems, and, as: a body, form a

|
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good recruiting ground for the disaffected and mutineers.




Higher education is also provided in the cities on such

terms as to be easily within the reach of the better class

‘of natives., These having learned a little English, take

a University Degree, and then look to the Government

which has placed: education within their reach to provide

them with suitable employment. But as Government offices

are necessarily limited in number, there are always to be

found some disappointed ones, who, if so disposed, are

able to encourage disaffection in the lower half-educated

‘classes. This is the danger' that always threatens British

Rule in India and it is largely the fault of the Educa-

tipnal System in that portion of our‘Empire. Is there &
remedy? If there is,,it consists, not in suppressing the
schools, but in making them more efficient, and-requ;ring
that teachers and Inspectors should be in hearty sympathy
with'the British Government. The question will never be

freé from difficulty but wherever the British Plag waves,

the English language should be paramount, and taught in

every school, that the people may learn to appreciate the

‘benefits accompanying an English Government.

-
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The seééhd system to which I referred is sometimes
employed as a corollary to the first, and is now under
trial in Canada and the United States of America,'where

Industrial Schools are maintained, some entirely,'and

_others'largely at Government expense. Children are sent

by the Indian Agent, or drafted from the schools on thse

Indian Reserves to these centres of induStry and learning.

As far aéupessible'they'are'here weaned from their old

habits and associations, and trained in the ways.of‘civili-

zation. If this system proves & success we shali have a
class of nativas from which there can be provided Mis-
sionaries, School-teachers, craftsmen, Government Officers
and; perhaps, later, Parliamentary ReprgsentativeS’for
the ﬁatives. Others having completed a coﬁrse at these.
schoéls may mingle with the settlers and help to relieveA

the great dearth of male and female servants in our
Colonies. |

What are the weak points in the Industrial School

System? - In this method there is an attempt (which can




but be a partial success) to form & new nature in the
children, to transplant the child ofvfhe forest into the
midst of the city. The change is such a great one from
the surroundings of the child in his father's éamp to the-
restraints of a school goverhed with military strictness,
that he may be excused if his spirit revolts at the trans-
formation, thus placing an immense difficulty in the

way of the Officers of the Sbhool. Another difficnlty

arises owing to the numbers which are associated together,

‘which makes it almost impossible to deal individually

with each separate child-nature, and alsc fosters in them
collectively lengings for the free old life from which they
have been torn away. The old habits to be eradicated;
morals to be iﬁstilled as well as cultivated; the con-
stant watchfulness, sympathy, and help required from the

Officers, added to all the duties of a Boarding-school,

"make the difficulties of the management of this system

greater than any person could conceive except one who has

been ﬁersonally engagéd in the work., All these things

tend to limit the success of the enterprise. The ques-
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tion at onqe arises, - Will a sufficient number of pupils
fall into the new groove to make the system pay?

To one will dispute the fact that some of the scho-
lars, with hearts swept and garﬁished, will readily fall
back into their old habits,_f and their latter state be

worse than their former. But if a few can be armed

'-against evil, taught td apﬁreciate and encouraged to
.adopt what is best of civiiizatien, these will form a
‘nucleus of an improved class of native. Their:descen-~

dants will more readily take to the new condition of

things:and form an invaluable help towards tﬁe ameliora-
tion of the race as a whole. Those who have watched the
working of the Industrial Schools must have seen these
first fruits of success, varying of course with the ability
of the management under which ﬁhey have developed. Some
eritics have been pleased to denounce them as failures,
but it is because they have expected to see in the space
of a few years a revolution which it will require genera-

tions to effect.
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In conclusion then, can any one honestly advocate
either War or Commerce as the best Agents of Civilization,
or say such means are fit for the use of a righteous
nation when Education can éccomplish the same ﬁeans by
less questionable methods? And of thé systems of educa-
tion under trial, the slowest seems to be the most effec-
tﬁal. Missionary Working Colonies are the most efficient,
so far as they have been established; and are deserving
of moré extensive support, not only from individuais
and religious Societies, but.also from the Government
that 1s eventually to reap the advantage. Next to that
system #hich I have called the Missionary Working-Colony,
it will be seen that Canada is engaged in giving a fair
trial to what promises to be a very successful educational
means of civilization., Its defetts have been pointed out,
but as time rolls on these wiil gradually be hidden by its
successes. And Canada will, I believe, stand before the

rest of the world as a country which has honestly dis-
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1chargéd‘her duty to her native tribes, and striven to

bring within their reach all the advantages enJoyéd by

 her other subjects in instituting for them one'of_the

best possible systems of Educatlon as a Medium of Civiliza-
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