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ASSTR.ACT

Previous research find.ings indicate that women'S abor-

tion attitude differentials are related to certain socio-

demographic, cultural- and socio-psychological variables.

These are: âgê, rural residency, education, religiosity,

religion, parity, ideal family size, perceived demand for

abortion services, attitudes toward. birth control, work

experience, income level and sex-role attitudes. The present

thesis attempts to evaluate which of these are the most sig-

nificant determinants among a sample of 1,045 Edmonton fe-

males throurgh stepwise regression analysis. As well, ín

view of the existence of overlapping relationships among

these variables, factor analysis was performed to detect

simpler dimensions that might underlie them. Data was tal:en

from Growth of Alberta Family stud.y of 1973 and L974.

Results indicate that only 14.9% of the total variance

in women's abortion attitudes could be explained by the

variab.l-es studiecl. F.eligiosity and' women's sex-role atti-

tudes !,,rere found to be the most important predictors ' Four

dimensions were also identified and' termed: life cycle ex-

perience, extrafamilial orientation, theological influence

and. size of residence. Although none of these dimensions

stood out as more predictive than the rest among the total

sample, comparisons across three religious subgroups re-

vealed interestinE results.



In view of the surprising findings rendered by wornen's

Sex-role attitudes, it was suggested that further research

should be attentive to the role played by this variabl-e in

differentiating women ' s attitudes toward abortion.

l-L
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CHAPTER ONE

The Research Prol¡l em

Introduction

Much of the recent debate over the "abortion contro-

versy" is stimulated by the introducÈion of less restricted

laws on abortion behavior into society. Britain, Canada

and. u.s.A. have respectively liberalized their laws on

abortion practice in 1967, L969 (Department of National

Health and Welfare, 1970, 1970:tr973, Blake, L9?3). To some

extent, relaxed legal constraints can be taken io denote

a wider latitude of acceptabili-ty of circurnstances under

which a v/oman is permitted to terminate a pregnancy. The

cond.itions that prescribe whether or not a woman should

undergo an abortion range from health hazard reasons to

sccio-economic.ones (arney and Trescher, L976; Balakrishnan

et.al., 1972, I975i Btake, l-97L, L973; Jones and Westoff,

Lg73; Henripin and Lapierre-Adamcyk, L974). These conditions,

to Som.e measure, have been taken to reflect the prevailing

societal abortion norms (¡¡iller , L97 4) .

Triggered by the potential impact of more tolerant inter-

pretation of abortion norms upon social instj-tutions such

as the family and. marriage, a small but steadily increasing

number of studj-es have been carried out during the last

d.ecade, attempting to evaluate women's reaction to such norms.

The main aim of these stud.ies is to elicit women's opinions
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toward justifications under which termination of pregnancy

should be allowed.

Past studies have shown that the major determinants of

v/omen's attitudes tcward abortion are found to be related

to their social economic status (Ross, L969; Rao and Bouvier,

L974; Lipson and lriolman, L972¡ Boydell and Grindstaff , LgiL¡

Balakrishnan et.ê!. , 1972, 1975); their rural living ex-

periences (¡,tiIler, I974¡ Westoff et. aI. , 1969; Boyd, I975

and Henripin and Lapierre-Adamcyk , L97 4) ¡ their religiosity

(Clayton and Tolone, L973; Hertel et.al., L974; Ryder and.

Westoff, L97L; Balakrishnan €+-.â1., I972, L975; Greenglass,

L974; Henripin and. Lapierre-AdamcYk, L974; Boydell and

Grindstaff , (1971) ; their sex-role perceptions (M.i1Ier, L97 4) ¡

their ideal family size (nenzio, L975; Balakrishnan et.al.,

L972, L975i Miller, L974) ¡ Èheir perceived demand for aborÈion

services (Mil1er , L97 4) ; their attitudes toward. birth control

(lrlestoff et.al. , L969; Ryder and lrlestoff , I97L; Hedderson

et.a1. , L974i Rao and Bouvier, L97L; B1ake, L97!, L973¡

Pomeroy and Landman, 1973; Boyd, L975i Arney and Trescher,

L976i Jones and lnlestoff , L973); their parity (Hedderson

et.a1., L974¡ Pomeroy and Landman, 1973; Rao and Bouvier,

L974; Balakrishnan et.al., L972, 1975) as well as their work

experiences (Westoff et.al. , 1969¡ Mi1]er, I974; Krishnan

anà xrotki, Lg76; Jones and lriestoff , 1973) .

Review of previous studies reveals that much of what

has been done was undertaken without the guideline of a

generaJ-ly recognizable theory. Ross (1969) observed this

deficiency when she stated that what motivated abortion
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investigations thns far, v¡ere generally'problem-oriented'

concerns rather than attempts to fill theoretical and em-

pirical gaps. This research trend appears to be associated

with the envisj-oned 'urgentr na+-ure of the abortj-on issue.

AccordingLY, atternpts to account for variations in abortion

attitudes among women generally focused on differences in

which certain social, cultural, demographic and socio-

psychological variables are best found to explain attitudes

toward aborti-on.

Regardless of the instrument emploYed, past studies

generally resorted to simple cross-tabulatj-on of women's

abortion attitudes by each of the above mentioned independ-

ent variables (þIestoff et. af ., 1969; Blake, L97l;Ryder and

Westoff , L}Tl-;Jorres and Westot.f , 1973). This type of

analysis left. the reader to speculate how much of the total

variance in attitudes toward abortion can be explained by

the variables considered and which factors have the greatest

predictive accuracy. As Miller (Lgl4) suggests, analyses

of this nature usually yield general descriptive assocj-ation

rather than delving deeply into interrelationships which ex-

plain d.ifferenÈials in abortion attitudes. This type of pro-

cedure has litt1e if any t.heoreÈical meanings.

To remedy this deficiency, several- recent investigations

have attenrpted to adopt a multi-variat.e technique - Examples

are Mileti and Barnett's (L972) analysis of variance;

Hedderson et.ai.'s (f974) path analysis approach; Westoff

et.al.'s (1969) factor anlaysís and Miller's (L974) employ-

ment of multiple regressj-on that attempt to explain abortion
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attitude differentials as an integrated system of direct and

mediating effects of sets of social facÈors upon women's

judgment tovlard abortion norms. These types of analirses

are generally capab]e of identifying the variables which

have the best predictive Pov¡er.

Furthermore, such an apprOach reveals extensive Over-

lapping relationships among the predictive variables, i.e.

a high degree of multicollinearity among the independent

variables (l'tiller, 1974) . This suggests that these inde-

pendent variables may indicate the same underlying dimensions.

Although attempts have been made to outline the structures

that contribute to variations in women's abortion attituCes '

there is still a paucity of empirical find.ings showing which

of these dimensions would contribute more than others to the

variaÈions in aborÈj-on attitudes. For example, Westoff et.

al. (1969) were able to delineate several factors that under-

lie differentials in women'S abortion attitudes. However,

little discussion of the obtained factors was presented.

Besid.es, disparate as it may seem of the vari-ous va.r-

iables that have been found to influence vari-ations in women's

judgment toward the specific conditions that are accePtable

reasons for termination of a pregnanc!r research conducted

thus far seems to d.esi-gnate certain underlying dimensions

that appear to govern women's abortion attitudes differentials -

These are their background characteristics; their moral,

ethical, political beliefs and fertility values i as well- as

their life cycle experiences. It appears as if women's
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differential at,titudes toward abortion can be expla.i-ned by

any one set, two or all three of the above mentioned di-

mensions.

The Research Objectives

In view of the above mentioned pitfalls and gaps in

existing abortj.on attitudes research, this study is concerned

with the following specific problems. (1) !{hat are the mosÈ

important determinants of abortion attitude differentials

among a sample of Ed.monton females? (2) To what extent

these determinants could be accounted for by some simpler

underlying dimensions? (3) To what extent does each of these

dimensions contribute more significantly than others to the

variations in women's abortion atÈitudes. (4) To what extent

is each dimension affected by the religious affiliation of

women?

To satisfy the first goal, stepwise multiple regiression

was employed to d.etermine which variable(s) provide(s) the

best predictive porJer. This undertaking follows the 'system

leve1' multivariate analysis direction which ali.ows an in-

depth view of the interrelationships among the independent

variables that. explain differentials in attitudes ioward

abortion among Edmonton females. In .order to achieve the

second objective, a princ-ipa1 component analysis was used

to reduce the num.ber of independent. variables to a small er

number of more fundamental and orthogonal components.

Thirdly, the resullant orthogonaL components were correlated
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to women's abortion attitudes So aS to determine each com-

ponent's relative predj-ctabilit.y. Finally, in order to reach

the fourth goal, mean com,ponent scores for each religious

denomination v¡ere compared.

The Organization of the Thesis

Chapter One outlines the research problem for the

present stud.y and. stresses upon the need to identify the

variables which have the best predictive Po\,/er to explain

abortion attitud.e differentials. This is followed by a

statement of research objectives aimed at bridging the gaps

in existi.ng research.

Chapter Two, a review of Èhe research iiterature j-s

presented. Several studies which have attempted to identify

the socio-demographic, cul-tura], and socio-Psychological

determinants of abortion attitudes are outli-ned. A critical

assessment of the inconclusive results of many of these

studies is also included.

chapter Three contains the source of data, tire sample

design, operationalizations of dependent and independent

variables. It concludes with a section on the technique of

analysis.

Chapter Four present,s the results and an interpretation

of the findings. The last chapter begins with a summary of

the research and ends with implications and. suggestions for

further research.
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CHAPTER TWO

Review of the Literature

Introduction

As wag men.tioned in the previous section, differentials

in women's iudgment toward the various conditions und,er which

an abortion is permissi-ble seem to be governed by varying de-

grees of impact frc,m Èhree cluste::s of social determinants.

Several investigators view such variations in women's judg-

ment as reflections of pressures imposed upon them by their

social environment and certain socio-economic conditions

iArney and Trescher, L976; Blake, I97L and L973; Henripin

and Lapierre-Adamcyk, L974; Hedderson et.al., L974 and Mileti

and Barret,1972) . It is argued that these structural

characteristics, in Some $/ays, tend to ShaPe v¡omen'S outlook

on aborti-on behavior (Miller ' 1974) .

Other studies conducted by Balakrishnan et. al. (I972

and 1975); Blasi et.al. (1975) ¡ Boyd (1975); Clayton and

Tolone (1973); Greenglass (L974)¡ Hertel et.al. (l-974) and

Miller (I97 4) have also suggested that' $¡omen's attitudes

and value orientation reflected in Èheir perceptions of social

responsibilities, attj-tudes toward religion, Political or-

ientations, perceptions of their role in society, and attitude

toward family size do in fact affect their attitudes toward

abortion. Viewed from this perspecti-ve, women's abortion

attitudes can be seen as reflecting on a complex meshing of
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ethical, moral, and political judgment (Miller, I974).

The life cycle experiences reflected in women's fertj-l-

ity hist.ory, âg€, and employment status have also been as-

sumed tc be related to their attitudes toward abortion. The

assumption here is that ltounger v¿omen are at the beginning

of thej-r childbearing years and therefore less sympathetic

to a woman not, v/anting a baby. To the contrary, older

women who had already been through the rigors of family life

would be more receptive to the possible justifications for

abortion (Ryder and Westoff, 1971) . Another indicator of

women's life cycle experience is their work history. It has

been hypothesized by several investigators that employment

status of females is incompat.ible with traditional mother-

wife role. That is, large families would serve as fet.ters

to a working married woman (Birdsall, 1976).

From thi-s perspective, it seems that differentials in

v/omen's judgment toward abortion norms is a function of the

above mentioned d.imensions. The varying latitude of accept-

ability of abortion behavior by women is a result of dif-

ferential impact from their structural characteristics; their

values regarding morality, social responsibilit.ies as well

as attitudes toward pronatalism and anti-natalism. Also,

women's fertiliÈy hi-story and family life experi-ences play

a part in affecting such variations.

The Social- Determinants of Abortion AttiÈudes:

As was mentioned in the previous section, women's
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attitudes toward abortion are by and large the product of

the interaction of t,heir background characterist-ics; their

ethical, and moral values as well as their life cycle ex-

periences. The following review is organized according to

these three dimensions:

I Background Characteristics
(f) Effects of Socio-Economic Status:

A number of studies have established that women's

socio-economic status affects their attitudes toward abortion

in the following manner: the higher the woman's socio-

economic status, the more liberal is her attitud.e towards

abortion norm.

Several reê.Sons have ,been suggested to explain these

relationships. Ross (1969) proposed that a greater tolerance

of non-conformity has always been detected among the better

educaÈed. For instance, they have been found Èo be more

tolerant toward issues such as Pre-marital Sex' civil lib-

erties and the abort,ion issue. This observation is in line

with Jacob's (1970) that. college students are comparatively

more f lexible in their j udgrment of human conduct than the

rest of thej-r Peers.

Perhaps a more salient explanation lj-es with the fact

that the adoption of abortj-on practice as a means of fertil-

ity control has alrvays been a cohort phenomenon. It has

been found that \,,/omen from the upper and middle statum of

societlz are better motivated in the use of birth control

means because they are socially mobile. Small fami-lies
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work to their advantage (Omram, I97I). Sauer (L974) con-

firms this in his review of American attitudes toward abor-

tion when he observed that throughout the past centuries,

$¡omen who went for abortions were in large proportion found

in the higher social classes of society. Besj-des Èhis , fi-

nancial si-tuations of people within this class allow them

to buy the services of skilled physicians. Thj-s offers

another reason for the relative liberalisrn in abortion at-

titudes among this socio-economic group.

(a) Educatj-ona1 At,tainment

Of two sccio-economic variables, educatìon and in-

come, the influence of education seems to have the most

liberalizíng effects upon abortion attitudes. Rao and

Bouvier (L974) , for example, reported education as the most

significant variable in causing differences in women's at-

titudes toward abortion, and Èhat "the positive relatj-onship

between ed.ucational level and percentage approving is strong

and the absolute differentials in abortion approval between

those with Sone college education and those with l-ess than

high school education $tere quite substantial. " Similar

findings have also been reported in Lipson and I¡iolman (1972) ,

Boydell and Grindstaff (1971) , and Balakrishnan et. a=1.

(L972 and 1975) .

(b) Income Level

closely related. to women's educational attainment

as an indication of thei-r socio-economic status is their income
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level. In general, ivomen's financial situation is evaluated

in two ways. These are: women's personal j-ncome bracket if

lhey are single and income levels of wom.en's husbands are

taken to reflect their financi-aI situation if the women were

marrj-ed. The relationship between women's income level and

their abortion attitudes seems to be consistent v/ith that

reported for education. Balakrishnan et. aI. (L972 and L975) ,

for example, founi. in his Toronto study thaÈ the husband's

annual income level was directly related to er wom.an's f av-

ourable attitude towards abortion. Similar results were

echoed by Lipson and Wolman (L972) , who generalized from a.

naÈional sample that those earning higher income had the most

favourable attitudes toward abortion.

(2) Effects -of Rural Residency:

Another important structural characteri-stic that

accounts for the differences in abortion attitudes of women

is the influence of their rural residential backgrounds.

Miller (L974) has shown that the place of residence generally

ref lects special groì.rp interests, variations j.n lif e styles,

general ideological differences as well as diversified fer-

tility values, which all account for women's abortion atti-

tude differentials.

There are three indicators used to measure the effects

of residential background on women's abortion attj-tudes.

These are (a) the size of the place of the woman's residence;

(b) whether or not the woman has liveC extensively in a rural

or urban setting; and (c) in which region of the country the
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woman resides (Westoff et-

Lapierre-Adamcyk, L97L) .

on data availabilitv, our

only as an indj-cator.

â1. , 1969; Boyd, I975; Henripi-n and

As a result of the limitation

study will choose rural residency

Several studies have documented the relationship be-

tween v/omen's at.titudes toward abortion and their type of

residency. westoff et. aI-, (1969) reported that women who

lived in or near the most populated areas vzere most recep-

tive to the abortion norms, whereas those residing in small

towns or rural areas \A/ere much less f avourable to those norms.

Henripin and Lapierre-Adamcyk (I974) also observed that

vromen from rural Quebec, v/ere more conservative than their

metropolitan-resid.ing counterparts. Similarly, Boyd (1975)

attributed the anti-abortion tendency amongi the population

of Quebec, the Maritimes and the Prairies to the fact that

there v¡ere higher concentrations of rural residency in those

provinces.

II Value, Beliefs and Related Attj-tudes

Attitudes toward abortion are not only a production of

structural characteristics such aS income level, educatj-onal

aÈt,ainment and age; they are also a meshing of women's per-

ception of their obligations, their views toward personal

vested interest, their fertility values as well as their

theological beliefs- Previous research poinÈed out that

women's religi-ous affiliation and their religiosity are pre-

dictors of how theological values and beliefs influence their

judgment on abortion norms. Women'S sex-role atÈitudes have
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been suggested as a measure tapping

of the relative importance of their

sus extrafamilial interests.

into women's evaluations

familial obligations ver-

(1) Effects of Theological Vaiues and Beliefs:

One of the most dominant factors contributing to

the long standing tradj-tion of rejecting aborÈion as a mor-

ally acceptable social norm stems from values associated

with theological teachings. Specificaily, Knutson (1973)

idenÈified these values as:

'rthose concerning what defines a new human life
and what the primary criterion of a human life
is. These entail the philosophical question of
whether or not a human soul exist, and t.he time
of ensoulment as well as beliefs about the locus
of control over a human Iife."

It has been suç¡gested by some investigators (Mace,

I972; Knutson, L973) that values like these influence v¡omen's

value judgment on abortion in varying degrees depending upon

the dogmatic nature of their reli-gi-ous denomj-nation. Cathol-

icism represents 'bhe most extreme of these positions. As

observed by Nooman (quoÈed in Mace, L972) "the Catholic

Church has never departed significantly from the view that

abortion must be regarded as a form of homicide or murder."

Protestants and Jewish religious theologies represent the

liberal end of this continuum (Clayton and Tolone, L973¡

Herte1 et. al., L974, Ryder and Westoff, 1971).

Since Èheotogy taught by the religious denomination to

a large extent influences one's moraL conscience with respect
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to beliefs and values of human life (Knut.son, 1973) , it is

not difficult to understand how a v¡oman's value judgrnent to-

wards abortion is affected by her religious affiliation.

Generally speaking, there are two indicators which de-

note religious affiliation of a t{oman: (a) her decl-ared

religious denomi,nation, and (b) her degree of involvement,

that is, her religiosity" Both of these indj-cators have

been reporÈed to be significant determinants of women's

aborÈion attitudes.

(a) Religion

Nearly all social scientists who have J-nvestigated

into comparative abortion attitudes among Catholic and non-

Catholic women found Catholics to be more conseTvative in

their acceptance of abortion just.ifications (Arney and

Trescher, L976¡ Blake, I97L, L973; Boyd, 1975; Hedderson S-t.

â1., L974; Henripin and Lapierre-.Adamcyk, L97I; Hertel et.

s_l. , L974; lrlestof f et. al. , 1969) .

(b) Reliqiosity

Some researchers t.ake issue with the simplicity

of women'S declared religious denominations as denotation

on their theological values. Others argue, however, it is

vromen's d.egree of involvement of commitments to theological

teachings, that determine the scope of influence the Church

has upon their judgment toward aboriion norm.s.

Religiosity has been found to be a consistent predj-ctor

of women's value jud.grnent of aborÈian. norms. Clayton and
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Tolone (1973 reported a significant relationship between

abortion attj-tudes and religiosity. Wtren religiosity was

measured in terms of one's frequency of church attendance,

it was found to be the most important correlate of abortion

attit.udes. This relationship remained true even after the

introduction of control variables. Balakrishnan et. aI . (I972 
'

lg75) uÈiti zing religiosity Èo determine religious influence

on women'S attitudes toward abortion, found Èhat women who

did not attend church scored a mean abortion attitude index

of 6.02 out of a ma.ximum of 9. This was opposed to only

3.57 for those who attended church regularly. That conserv-

atism towards abortion practice is related to one I s religious

devotion was also reported by Greenglass (L974) , Henripin

and Lapierre-.Adamcyk (L974) and Boydell and Grindstaff (1971) .

our study will employ both variables as indj-cators of

the influence of theological values of women upon their aÈ-

tiÈudes toward abortion norms.

(2) Ef fects of Women's Sex-Rol-e Perceptions :

The degree of importance a woman feels about her

role position in society also appears to be a major deter-

minant affecÈing her attitudes toward aborÈion norms. Since

sex-role percepLion of women is a newly explored factor that

affects v/omen'S attitudes toward. abortion, it is necessâr1zr

therefore, to discuss this concept in som.e detaj-ls.

The Concept of Women's Sex-Role Attitudes

Yorburg (1974) defines sex-role attitudes as



16

"expectations in the performances of one's role in society

on the basis of one's sexual identity" and "sexual identity

is the image of the self as a male or female and convictions

about what membership in that. group implies. " In other

words, sex-roles refer to roles performed by oneself by

virtue of one's role position in society. Such self con-

ceptions can include beliefs about how one ought to think,

act and feel. It can also include learned ideals of mas-

culine and feminine behavior and the proper authority rela-

tionship between sexes ¡ âs well as standards for judging

emotion and behavior, privileges and limitations. In es-

sence, sex-role attit.udes refer to beliefs and values one

possesses on the basis of one's membershiP in the genCer

group.

In western society, traditional sex role differences

are manifested most, obviously in the division of labour

within the family. They are mostly concerned vrith "the

gender-based bread-winner versus homemaker specialization"
(Mason e.t. aL. , 197 6) . On the basis of their sexual ident-

ities, v/omen are traditionally socialized to play the role

of a nurturanÈ mother and that of a supportive wife. Women

who play such roles are often found to hold. values that are

family oriented which means they subscribe to the saliency

of sex-based division of labour as the best arrangement that

would also emphasize the importance of their maternal- role

and would derive social and psychological grati fications

from Èheir role positions (Brogan and Kutner, L976i }4ason
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et. al. , I976) .

It is evident nowadays , ho\nlever, that our society is

witnessj-ng a revival of the feminist movement which represent

a social movement that has direct impact upon the revision

of women's sex-role sÈructures j-n society. For instance,

more \,Vomen have been assuming employment outside thej-r homes

since lrforld War ff (Schmid, L972) . In addition, it aPpears

that some women in society have been changing thej-r tradition-

aI sex-role perceptions. Many studies have shown that there

has been a prevailing changing process whereby \^/olnen no

longer subscribe to the values and beliefs that have supported

the traditionally sex-based d.ivision of labour in the family

(Bayer, 1975; Feree, L974; Parelious,1975; Mason and

Bumpass, L9i5i Mason et. aI., L976). In other words' some

women in society are assuming a 'mod.ern' outlook in their

sex-role perceptions. This has been taken to imply that some

women have perceived their roles as extending beyond their

familial duties. They value their opportunities outside of

the home and seek individualistic self gratj-fications in an

extrafamilial setÈing. One obvious example is seeking self

actualization in the labour market (Birdsall, I976; Geile,

L972) .

From the above discussion, it can be asserted that

women today are divided in their opinJ-on toward their own

sex-ro1e definitions. Could such differences in perceptions

be conducive to their judgment on abortion attitudes? Blake

(L97L) specuÌated on a possible theoretical link between
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l¡/omenrs traditional sex-role outl-ooks and their abortion at-

titudes. This can be maintained by accounting for their con-

servatj-sm in terms of protection of thei-r ascribed roles which

supply them with social and psychological gratifications.

Miller (L974), on the other hand, rationalized the 'modern'

oriented. attitudes of some vromen as a function of the incom-

patibility of these women's self actualization activities.

In view of the above, it Seems that women'S at.titudes toward

their role in society should be considered as a determinant

of their judgment toward abortion norms.

(3) EffecÈs of values and Beliefs corrcerning FertilitY:

It is generally recognized that rrromenrs attit.udes to-

ward abortion are also shaped by convictions they ho1d. in

regard to other aspects concerning fertility and birth con-

trol (Balakrishnan et.al., L972, L975; Renzio, L975; Westoff

et.al., 1969). Specifically, these are: (a) women's ideal

family size, (b) their attitudes toviard birth control, and

(c) their perceived demand of abortion services among other

v¡omen. Our study will include these variables in the analysis.

(a) Ideal Family Sj-ze

A general proposition relating vtomen's ideal family

size to their abortion atti-tudes states that liberalism de-

creases as family sizes increases (Renzio, L975i Balakrishnan

e!.41., L972, !975; Mi] ler, L974) . For example, Renzio

(1975) , in his stud.y on the differential effects of ideal

family sj-ze upon judgment. towards abortion noIms, found ideal
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family size to be influencing women's abortion attitudes.

People who prefer small farnily sizes v/ere consj-stent'lY re-

ported to be more liberal.

(b) Attitudes Toward Birth Control

Westoff et.a1. (1969) also indicated that women's

attitudes È.oward contraception influences their Cecisj-ons

toward. abortion. It was found that both of these covaried

in the same direction when cross-tabulation techniques h¡ere

used.

(c) Perceived Demand of Abortion Services

lriomen who believe that only a small subset. of the

female population had ever thought about having an abortion

would have conservative views on abortion justifications

(Miller, L974) . our study proposes to empirically verify

this relationship.

III Life Cvcle Experience

As mentioned in the introduction, di-versities in women's

abortion attitudes are also affected by their life cycle ex-

perience. The concepÈ of life cycle refers primarily to

those successive statuses people experience as they go through

different stages in the course of their life. For a woman,

these successive stages include birth, puberty, marriage,

m.otherhood, occupati.onal specializatj-on (where applicable)

and death (cain, L964). Depending ì.rpon which stage of her

1if e a \.¡oman is in, her perceptions toward abortion norms
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will be affected by those specific life experiences. For

example, women who had more experience with unwanted preg-

nancies will have different perceptions toward abortion

than those who have just started their child-bearing cycle

(Vüestoff et. al. , 1969; Ryder and Westoff, 1971; Hedderson

et. al. , I974) -

In general, indicators that tap the effects of life

cycle experience upon womenrs abortion attitudes are:
'1

(1) women's ager (2) their parity*, and (3) thei-r work ex-

perience (Balakrishnan et.al., 1972, L975; Westoff and Ryder,

1969; Miller, L974) .

Effects of a Wemgn'_s__Age.:

The effects of the age of a woman on her attitudes

t,oward abortion has been a controversial point in previous

st,udies . I¡Testof f et. al. ( 1969 ) and Hedderson eÈ. al. (L97 4)

reported that a vtoman's age was directly related to her pro-

abortion attitudes. The explanation put forth was that voung'-

er women \¡¡ere at the beginning of their child-bearing years

whereas older women who had already been through the rigors

of family life, would be more receptive to abortion. On the

other hand, a Rhode Island Survey conducted by Rao and Bouvier

(1974) showed that the age of women and their abortion at-

titudes were negatively related. Blake (197I, L973) , Pomeroy

(1)

1* Parity refers to the
a woman (Hedderson et.â1.,

number of children ever born to
L97 4) .
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and Landman (1973), Boyd (1975) and Arney and 1'reshcer (i976i

confj-rmed Rao and Bouvier's findings. Again, life cycle ex-

perience of unwanced pregnancies of older women was offered

as a pcssible rationale for this relationship. In this case,

however, their pr.grr"tày experiences $/ere not seen to have

a liberalizíng effect on their attit.udes Èoward abortion. On

the contrary, their experiences tended to have induced them

to disapprove an "easy way out" for younger \{omen (Hedderson,

L97 4) .

A third category of studies repudiate previous findings

and suggest that age is no longer a significant determinant,

of aborÈion attitucle differentials (Jones and Westoff , 1973).

our study will re-examine the "age" variable and its rela-

tionship to abortj-on attj-tudes. Based on Boyd's observation

(1975) of public opinion in the 1960rs which showed Èhat

younger Canadians are more liberal in abortion attitudes,

our study takes the position Èhat age is negatively rel-ated

to pro-abortion attitudes.

(2) Ef f ects of lrTomen 's Parity:

Another factor used in connection with age and

work experience as specifications of women's experience at,

a certain stage of her life is her parity. Inconclusive

result.s have been reported on the relationship between

woman's parity and their abortion attitudes. Some found

a positive linear rel ationship between parity and anti-

abortion attitudes (Pomeroy and Landman, 1973), others found
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t.he connecti-ons between the two to be curvilinear. That

is, both childless rvomen and women with large family size

are more conservative Èhan v¡om-en with small family size

{nao and Bouvier, I974; Balakrishnan S!. al., L972, L975).

St,i11 others, reported a non-signif icant result (¡tiIler , L97 4)

In view of such inconsistent findings on parity as a

determj-nant of women's attitudes toward abortion norms r \¡J€

propose to include it in our analysis. For it seems reason-

able to postulate that women's experience with child nur-

turi-ng may have an impact upon their judgment on abortion

norms.

(3) Effects of Work Experiencer:

AnoÈher ind.icator of r^Tornen's lif e cycle experience

is their work history. It has been hypothesized by many that

the employment status cf females is incompatible with their

traditional mother-wife roles. That is, large families

would serve as fetÈers to working married women (Birdsall'

L976) . A logical extension is that working females would,

therefore, favor abortions (westoff et.al., 1969; Miller,

1974; Krishnan and KroÈki, 1976). Research conducted to in-

vest,i-gate this relationship is limited, but whaÈ has b.een

achieved so far, does not lead to conclusive results. For

instance, Miller (L974) and Krishnan and Krotki, (f976)

reported insignificant effects of women's work experience

upon their abortion attitudes. On the other hand, \^/omen' s

work history was found by westoff et. al. (1969), Jones and



23

Westoff (1973) to have some bearings uPon their judgrment on

abortion norms.

In recapitulation, thus far we have identified women's

a9€, parity and work experience as indicators of their life

cycle experience. Previous investigations, however, reported

inconclusive results of these variables as predictors of

women's value judgmenÈ toward abortion norms. Our study

proposes to include these variables in order to re-examine

their functions as abortion attiÈude determinants.
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CHÀPTER THREE

Research Methodology

Source of Data

The dat.a for the present sÈudy was obÈained from the

Growth of Al-berta Families S,tudy (Ca¡S) which was conducted

in Edmonton, Alberta between November l-973 and February L974

by Krishnan and Krotki (1974) . The study sample consisted

of L,045 women between the ages of 18 and 54 who \¡/ere living
in the city of Edmonton at the t.ime of the interiiew.

Sample Design

Stratified sampling techniques v¡ere used to obtain a

representative cross section of the target, population of
females between the ages of 18 and 54 regardless of marital
status. St,ratified sampling was employed to ensure that
census enumeration areas with high concentration of certain
ethnic groups would be sampled. Sixty enumeration areas

were chosen. Systematic sampling was Èhen used to draw

approximately 38 contacts per enumeration area for a total
of 2 ,300 households. The data \^/ere gathered through personal

interviews using a questionnaj-re at the selected addresses.

The portion of the quest.ionnaire used is presented in the

Appendix. The completed interviews of 1,045 women only

represent 45.42 of the initial sample due to either refusals
or ineligibiJ-ity (Krotki and Krj-shnan, \976).
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Representativeness

(1) Representativeness of the sample to the

populatioh:

The sample selected for the GAFS study has been

reported to be representative of Ed.monton females (Krishnan

and Krotki, 1976). Two population characteristics available

in the L97L census and GAFS survey were chosen for comparison:

ethnicity and age distribution.

Table I reveals the ethnic distribuÈion of the sample

and of populat,ion from these two sources.

TABLE 1

Ethnic Distribution in Edmonton

Ethnic Groups 1971 Census GAFS Survey

British (including lrish)

German

French

Other W. European

Ukrainian

OÈher E. European

Others

44.2

12.4

6.7

10.7

13.3

5.3

7.4

38.1

13.8

8.6

14. 0

11. I

6.8

6.9

Total 100.0 100.0

Source: Beaujot, Roderic P., Ethnic Fertility Differentials
in Edmonton, unpubli-shed Ph.D. DissertaÈion,
ffiton : university of Alberta, 19 7 5 T able 2 ,
p. 4L.
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Comparison between the sample distribution and the distri-

bution of the L97L census indicated a generaL agreement on

this characteristic. Although the sample underestimated the

Brj-tÍsh (including the lrish) , Ukrainian and "Others" groups

while overestimating the remianing four ethnic groups, ârI

index of dissimilarityl that was computed to compare the

closeness of percent distribution of the two dat,a Sources

amounted to 8.1 percent, rvhich may be interpreÈed as one of

the distríbutions has to change 8.1 percent to become the

other. Since the rule of Èhumb was that 10 percent or more

of change was considered high, it was concluded that the

survey had provid.ed a representative sample of the ethnj-c

group.

Another characterist,ic that was available for compara-

t,ive purposes between the L97L census and t,he survey sample

was the age distribution of married women as shown in Table

2.

The index of
{1" - bl

--l

tribution of
Population,
tion of the
tion.

dissimilarity is obtained by the formula
v¡here a represents the percentage dis-
the ethnic categories in the 1971 Census

and b represents the percentage distribu-
ethnic categories j-n the sample popula-
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TABLE 2

of Married Women in Edmonton

Age Groups L97L Census GAFS Survey

15- 19

20-24

25-29

3C-34

35-39

40- 44

45- 49

50-54

Total

Size

2.6

16. 9

L7 .4

L4.8

13.9

13.1

12. 1

9.2

100.0

95,252

4.9

18.9

16. 3

15. 0

10.3

14. I

9.8

10. 0

100.0

736

Source: Krishnan and Krotki, L976: Tab1e 2.5

The index of dissimilarity between the two distributions

was found to be 7.0 percent. Thus it was concluded that the

GAFS sample was a reasonably representatj-ve sample of the

married females in Edmonton.

(2) Representativeness of survey populatj-on to

the universe:

It has been noted that although Edmonton is

not representative in any formal sense of the province of

Alberta yet it. shares many of the characteristics of the

province as a whole.
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this is the comparative

Edmonton and Alberta.

distribution of

TABLE 3

Per Cent Distribution of Population by Specified

Ethnic Groups, Alberta and Edmonton' 1961 & 1971

(1)
Ethnic Groups

(2) ( 3)
Albertaerta Edmonton

(s)
Edmonton

19 7119 61 19 61

(4)
Alberta-Ttil

British fsles

French

German

Ir-alian

Jewish

Netherlands

Polish

Russian

Scandinavian

Ukrainian

Other European

Asiatic

Native Indian & Inuit

Other not stated

Tota]-

45 .2

6.3

13.8

1.1

0.3

4.2

3.0

1.3

7.2

8.0

C/lJ¡ t

0.9

2.L

1.1

100.0

46.8

6.1

L2.2

1.6

?

3.5

4.0

?

5.2

11. 6

?

1.0

?

?

100.0

46. I

5.8

14 .2

r.5
¿.+

3.6

2.7

0.6

6.1

8.3

?

?

2.7

?

100.0

44.2

6.7

L2.4

2.0

0.6

3.3

3.5

0.5

4.8

13.3

?

?

1.0

?

100.0

Source: Krishnan and. Krotki, L976 Tab]e 3.1
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From reviewing the proportionate distribution by ethnic groups,

$/e can conclude that there is considerable similarj-ty between

Edmonton and Alberta (Krishnan and Krotki, L976).

Operationalization of Dependent Variable

AÈtitudes Toward Abortion:

For the dependent variable, questions concerning atti-

tudes toward abortion $¡ere selected to construct an attitu-

dj-naI scale. Respondents in the GAFS' study were asked to

react to a question about abortion under different sj-tuations"

They are:

O. If you became pregnant and abortions vzere

able, would you have an abortion under the

diÈions:

a) if pregnancy seriously endangered

your physical health?

b) if the child is likely to be

abnormal?

lega1 and avail-

following con-

Yes No Don't
Know

if you were unmarried?

if you had been raped?

if you could not afford another

child?

f) if you had all the chil-dren

you wanted?

g) if it interfered with your career?

The measure of abortion attiÈudes was taken as the number

of positive responses to the above seven questions giving

each anti-abortion response a score of zero and each pro-

c)

d)

e)

I

1

I

1

I

23
23
23

23
23
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abortj-on response a score of one, thus creating a scale of

zero to seven. Similar procedures have been adopted by a

number of investigaÈors (eg. Hedderson et. al., 1974, and

Balakrishnan et. â1.,L972, L975, Westoff et. â1., 1969).

Operationalizatj-on of Key Independent Variables Selected

for the Analysj-s

Findings pertaining to abortion attitude dj-fferentials

of women suggest that they may be associated with certain

socio-economi-c characterisitcs, attitudes and value orien-

tations, and life cycle experience variables. The preceeding

review of the literature provides guidelines for selecting

the variables t,o explain abortion attitude differentials.

The variables considered are organized into the following

three glloups:

I Background Characteristics:
(1) Educational attainment

(2) Income level
(3) History of rural residency

IT Attitude and Value Indicators:
(f) Relision
(2) Religiosity
(3) Sex-role attitudes
(4) Ideal family size

(5) Perceived demand for abortion services

(6) Attitude toward birth control
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III Life Cycle Variables:'

(I) Ase

(2) Parity
(3) Working experiences

The above listed independent. variables htere selected

for the final analysi-s and have been operationalized as

follows:

I Background Characteristics:
( 1) Educati-onaL Attai-nment:

Education is operationalized

of attendance in elementary, secondary

institutions.

1. Under $3 ,000

3. $5,000 $6,999

5. $10, ooo $14,999

as the number of years

and post secondary

2. $3,000 $4,999

4. $7 , ooo $9. 999

6. S15,C00 and over

(2) Income Level:

Income level of the respondent was measured by

response to a pre-cat.egorized sets of income brackets that

rvas self-reported to represent the married respondentrs

husband's income leve1 or unm.arried respondents' ov¡n income

bracket, before taxes in 1973. The categories v¡ere:

(3) History of Rural Residenclz:

History of rural residency is operationalized as

whether the respondent has lived most of the time until the

age of twelve in a community of size less than 500.



IÏ

32

Attitude and Value Indicators:
(1) Religion:

Religion is

denomination of the

A. Catholics

indicated

respondent.

Greek Orthodox

Roman Catholic

Ukranian CaÈho1ic

Several scales on the

their sex rofes were found in

logical literaÈure (Brogan et.

by the self-reported religious

Four cat.egories are employed:

B. Ccnservative Protestants

attitudes of women's toward

the sociological and psycho-

al., L976) . Some of Èhe best

B. Liberal Protestants

Baptist

Mennonite

Pentecost,al

Salvat.ion Army

D. Jewish

Anglican

Presbyterian

United Church

Protestants

Jewish

For the purpose of this analysis, each religious category

\^¡as treated as an individual dichotomous variable because

religion itself is a nominal variable. A total of four di-

chotomous variables were created.

(2) Religiosity:

Religiosity is operationalized as the respondent's

self-reported 'actual' freguency of attendence of religious

services in the month proceeoing r-he interview.

(3) Sex-RoIe Attitudes :
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known scales which measure traditional versus non-tradi-tional

sex roles are: Motz 's Role Perception Inventory (.L952) ,

Kirkpatrick's lJomen's Liberatj-on Scale (1936) , Levison and

Huffman's Traditional Fami-Iy fdeology Scale (1955) . More

recenÈ examples are those devised by Westoff et. a1. (ouoted

in Miller, L974), Mason et. al. (L976), Scazoni (1976), and

Èhat of Borgan et. al. (1976).

In general, the main focus of sex-role attitudes in

the social sciences literature is the concept, of traditj-on-

alism versus moderni-sm. Traditional orientation is defined

as havj-ng familial interests, that is, greater preference

for the interests on a woman's children and husband rather

than that of her or¡/n. Modern outloookr on the other hand,

is seen as possessing extrafamilial interests, that is,

having greater preference for individualistic interests for

the woman herself rather than that of her family.

GAFS contained sixÈeen Likert type items which might

be utilized for developing a scale measuring women's sexi

role attitudes. Based on previous constructed scales men-

tioned before (Kirkpatirck , L936; Levj-nson and Huf fman 's ,

1955; Westoff et. aI., I974; Mason et. â1., I976; Scanzoni,

1976; Borgan eÈ. al., 1976) , eleven items that $/ere pre-

viously found to be mosÈ appropriate indicators of women's

modern versus traditional outlooks \¡/ere selected from the

final analysis. These items are listed on pages 35-37.

In order to validate È,he internal consistency of the

scale, these twelve items were subjected L.o principal factor
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analysis followed by a varimax rotation. This particular

analysis was performed on responses collected from the entj-re

sample (N = 1045) . The purpose \^¡as to examine the c.l-uster-

ing effect among the several indices which would warrant the

use of smaller ccnceptual variables of "tradj-tional versus

modern orientation. "

TABLE 4

Principal FacÈor Solution for L2 Items

Describing Women's Sex-Role Attitudes

Items Factor I

*Traditional a(i)

Traditional a(ii)

Traditional a(iii)
Traditional b(i)

Tradit.ional b(ii)

Traditional c(i)
Traditional c(ii)
Tradit.ional c(iii)

Modern a(i)

Modern b(i)

Modern b(ii)

Modern b(iii)

Eigen Value

? Variance Explained

.38

.69

.66

- .34

.44

.6 42

-.59

.55

- .34

-.53

- .42

-.55

3.

27.

3

5

* For definition of these it.ems refer to pp. 35 t.o 37.



Table 4 conrains an. ::="n""". relevanr srarisri-cs.
The twelve items appear to factoriarly validated and rep_resent one comJnon factor. This factor can be clearly in_
Èerpreted as traditional oriented. This factor has an eigen-value above unity and explains 27.52 of the tota_l_ variance.
The di-rection of the factor loadings on the Èwelve itemsare consistent with what v¡ere predicted. rtems that \^'ere
expected Èo measure modern orientations weïe found to havenegative l0adings while those measuring traditional 0rien_tations have positj-ve loadings. Thus Èhe twelve items con_stituÈe a scale that is internally consistent.

Recodings v/ere also carried out on iterns Ta(i) to Ta(iii) 
' Tb(ii) and Tc(i) so that positive responses Èo trad,_itionar oriented items were assigned higher scores. The

subsequent scale is as follows:
Traditionai_ Orientation
T (a) Beliefs about t¡aditional ender-based division

of 1abour

S trongly
Ãgree

(i) Ä m.an can make 1ong
!g!* plans for hisLife, but a \doman
has to take thingsas they come 5

Ãgree Don't
Know

Disagree Strongly

(ii) It. is better for
everyone involved ifthe man is the acfrie_ver outside the home,and the woman takescharge of children
and the family. 5
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S trongly
Agree

"A.gree Do¡r't Disagree
Know

S trongly
Disaqree

(iii)Women are happier
if they stay home
and take care of
their children

T (b) Beliefs about traditional mother role system

S Èrongly
Agree

are en-
much
clÞ

I

Agree Don't Disagree
Know

S trongly
_DtrsÊgree

(i) Young girls
titled to as
independence
young boys.

(ii) You usually find
the happiest fam-
ilies are those
with a large num-
ber of chiidren.

T (c) Beliefs about the consequences of maternal emplov-

menÈ

S trongly
Agree

A pre-school child
is likely to suffer
if the mother
works. 5

Agree Don't Disagree
Know

S trongly
Disagree

(i)

(ii) A workj-ng mother can
establish just as v/arm
and secure a rela-
tionship with her
children of elemen-
tary school age as
a mother who does
not work. 1

(iii) If anything serious
happened to one of the
children while Èhe
mother v¡as tqrorking,
she would never
forgive herseif. I
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Modern Orientation

M (a) Self actualizaticn

Strongly Agree Don't Disagree Strongly
Agree Know Disagree

(i) There should be
free day care
centres so that
v/omen can work. I 2 3 4 5

M (b) Bel j.efs about \¡/omen's rights in the labor market

Strongly Agree Don't Disagree Strongly
Agree Know Ðisagree

(i) Women in author-
ity should have
the right to fire
men.1234

(ii) A woman's job
should be kept
open for her when
she is having a
baby.1234

(iii)lr7omen should be
considered as
seriously as men
for jobs like
executives or
politicians. I 2 3 4 5

Each respondent,rs sex-role attit.ude is indicated by the

sum of her scores on the scale which has a range of 18 t,o 60.

Thus, the higher the respondent's scores on the scale, the

more she is considered traditionally oriented. Conversely,

the lower her scores, the more she is modern oriented in sex-

role attitudes.

(4) Ideal Family Size:

Ideal family size is operational-ized as the acÈual
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number of children indicated by the respondent as the ideal

for an average Canadian family.

(5) Perceived Demand for Abortion Services:

This variable is operaÈionalized as the actual

number indicated in response to the following question:

"As you know, many tvomen choose to end a pregnancy

by having an alrortion. OuÈ of 100 women you

might see on the street, alrout how many of them

would you.guess have wanted. at some time to

get an abortion?"

(6) AttiÈude Toward Birth Control:

Attitude toward birth control is' operationalized.

as responses to a question about whether the respondent

approves or disapproves the use of some methods of birth con-

trol to delay or prevent a pregnancy. A score of 1 was as-

signed to positive responses, while a score of 0 was assigned

to negative responses.

IfI Life Cyc1e Variables

(1) Age:

Age is operationalized as the chronological age

of Èhe respondent at the time of enumeration (1973).

(2) ParitY:

Parity is operatÍonalized as the number of children

ever born to the respondent.
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(3) Work ExPerience:

Work experience is indicated

of more than six months' duration held

past years.

the number of jobs

the respondent in

Technique of Analysis

The fourteen independent variables and Èhe dependent

variable hrere subjected to stepwise multiple regressi-on

analysis. This statistical technique \^las employed to deter-

mine the most predictive variable or the 'best' set of

predictor variables that explain(s) variaÈion in women's

abortion attitudes. 'Bèst' in this sense implies the ability

Èo explain the maximum amount of variation j-n the dependent

variable with a minimum number of Ij-nearly related independ-

ent variables. The stepwise multiple regression analysis

to which the fourteen independent variables and the d.epend-

ent variable r^¡ere subjected using the SPSS computer package.

AIso, a principal component analysis and a varimax ro-

tation for eleven independent variables followed by a cor-

relaÈion of factor scores with the aborti-cn attitudes for

the whole sample and for each of the three religious groups

v/as performed. The purpose of the principal component an-

alysis was to identify the common underlying di-mensions.

A comparison of the three religious groups as to the

mean factor scores was later obtained.

by

by
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CHAPTER FOUR

Results of the Study

Introduction

The results of the statistical analysis are reported

in this chapter. The presentation of findings are organized

according to the following five types of ana.lyses:

I. The results of the correlation analysis is first

analyzed.

II. The results of the stepwJ-se multiple regression

analysis, in which the relative predictability of

social determinants of abortion attitudes is investi-
gated.

III. The results of the principal component analysis, in

which an attempt vras made to define simpler dimensions

underlying some of the independent variables.

IV. The relation of each of +-hese underlying dimensions

to attitudes toward aborb.ion is shown"

V. The results of the comparison of the three religious
groups as to the mean of factor scores is interpreted.

Data for the above five Èypes of stati-stical analyses

are presented in Tables 5 to L2.

I. The Results of the Correlation Analysis: The Study Sample

Tab1e 5 presents t.he Spearman Product-moment correl-ation

coefficients between all possible pari-s of the fifteen varj--
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ables which were used as basis for all subsequent analyses.

Presented in Table 5 is the zero-order correlation co-

efficj-ents (r) and coefficients of cletermination (t2) between

pro-abortion attitudes and each pre<lictive factor. The

zero-order correlati-on coefficients indicate the degree of

association among these variables. The directions of the

relationships are designated by the (+) signs. The coef-

ficient, of determj-nation indicates the proportion of the

total variance in attitudes toward abortion which is deter-

mined by the independent variable. It gives an indicaÈion

of which independ.ent variable is, by itself , most irnportant

in explaining variations in acceptable reasons for terminat-

ing a pregnancy.

In general the direction of association in the influence

of each variable upon women's abortion att.itudes appear to

confirm previous findings. Table 6 reveals a general pat-

t,ern of direction of associaÈion between each variable and

abortion attitudes. .Among these variables, rural residency,

higher educational attainment, liberal religious affil-iation,
perception of a higher degree of demand for abortion, favour-

able attitudes toward the uÈj-lization of birth control methods,

more frequent experience in employment are found to be posi-

tively related to pro-abortion atÈitudes. On the other hand,

Catholicism, higher religiosity, higher parity, higher ideal
family size, higher income and conservaÈlve sex-rol-e atti-
tudes are associated with anti-abortion attitudes.
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TÀBLE 6

The Correlation Coefficients and the Percentage

of Variance Explained in Women's Pro-Abortion

Attitudes for Varj-ables Considered SeparatelY,

Study Sample (N = 1045)

Variables ! t2z

Age

Rural Residency

Education
r
t catholics
I
I

Re1 igion.{ cons ervative
I Protestants
I
I

\_r,iberal P rotes tan ts

Religiosity
Parity

Ideal Family Size

Perceived Abortion Demand

Birth Control Attitudes

lVork Experience

Income

RoIe Attitudes

.05

.09*

.17*

-.16*
.10*

.12*

- .2L*

-.04

-. 16*

.07*

. L2*

.02

-.03*

-.23*

0

I

3

3

I

I

4

0

3

0

1

0

0

5

* significant at .05 level or lower.

Alt.hough the direction of association between the various

predj-ctor variables on abortion attitudes show a conform-

ity with previous findings, the degree of associatlon (r)

of each predictor variable and pro-abortj-on attitudes is
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generaLLy v¡eak. As a result, the amounÈ of variance (t2)

explained by each individual predictor variable on abortion

attitudes differentials arnong \^¡omen is rather Iow. Among

the twelve variables, the variable that has the strongest

predictive povrer is r,¡omen's sex-role attitudes. As indi-

cated by Table 6 , women's traditional sex-role attiÈudes

is negaÈiveIy related to pro-abortion attitudes (r = -.23) .

IÈ only explains 5å of the variance in differential abortion

attitudes. This is foLlowed by women's degree of involve-

ment with religious services. This variable has a r of
t

-.2I and a ru of 42. The next set of variables are education
))(r = .I7, ro = 3) and ideal family size (r = -.16, E' = 3).

Women's work experience shows almost no significant effect

in explaining abortion attitude variations. In sum, in terms

of inoividual predj-ctive power of each determinant of women's

abortion attit,udes, simple correlation analyses reveal that

women's abortion attitudes, simple correlation analyses re-

veal that women's sex-role attitudes is first, their re-

ligiosity is second, following these are education and ideal

family size. The rest of the variables show litt1e or no

predictive power.

It The Results of the Stepwise Regrression Ã¡ralysis

In order to obtain some indi-cation of the -¡ariables'

relative weights, the various determinants were subjected

to a stepwise regression analysis. Prior to the application

of regression analysis r ârI arbitary "F value Èo enter" and
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a degree of "To1erance" v¡ere selected. In this study,

somewhaÈ generous ones were chosen. Both of these para-

meters were set at 0.1. Such a parameter for F values indi-
I

cates the minimum F for permissj-on of inclusion of certain

variables into the regrression equation. The degree of to1-

erance specifies the proportion of the variance of the

dependent variable not, explained by the independent variables

already in the equatj-on (Nie et. ä1., 1975). Generally' none

of the variables fai-led to meet both criteria of inclusion.

ThaÈ is, all variables were entered in the production of the

final regression solution.

Presented in Table 7 are the multiple correlation co-

efficients (n) , the coefficients of multiple determination
)(R'), the parital regression coefficients (B) and their

standard errors r âs well as beta coefficients (Beta) for

the various steps. Similar to simple bivariate correlations,

multiple correlation coefficienÈs (R) show the correlation

of the actual score on the dependent variable and their Pre-

dicted ones rendered by certain independent variables. The

distinctive advantaqre of (R) over (r) is its provision for

consideration of joint effects of severaL independent vari-

ables upon the dependent variable simultaneously. The

strength of correlation is indicated by a scale that ranges

from 0 to 1.00. Like the t2 the coefficient of multiple

d.etermination (n2) designates the proportion of variation

in the dependent variable which is explained by the various

independ.ent variables operatlng together. R2 change indi-

cates the increment of variance explained with each additj-onal
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independent varj able added to the equation while the parti-al

regression coefficient shows the amount of change in the in-

dependent variable which is associated with a unit change

on the dependent variabJ-e when the other independent vari-

ables are taken into account. The beta enables one to e-

va] uate the relative ef fect on the dependent variable of each

independent variable.

In general, the fourteen variables examined here do not

exhibit an impressive effect on women's abortion at.titudes.

The multiple correlation coefficient is .386, and the total

percentage of varj-ance explained by these fourteen abortion

determinants taken together amounts to 14.92. With regard

to the ordi-na1 relationship in terms of predictive pov¡er,

it appears Èhat two variables stand out as most promj-nent.

These are women's sex-role attit.udes and. their religiosity.

These two variables together account for 8.272, which is more

than half of the total explaj-ned variance.

Next in magnitude are the age and Cathol.ic religion

variables. An addit,ional 3.513 of the variance is explained

when these additional variables are added. Beyond this, the

inclusion of the remaining ten variables only brings the

amount of total variance up another 3.13. Variation in

women's abortion attitudes explained by each independent

variable is provided. by the statistics listed in the R2

change col-umn. Women's sex-role attitudes has a R2 value

of 5.41?. Religiosity increases this amounÈ by 2.86e".

Age accounts for an addit,ional Zeo and Catholic religion in-

creases the total variance explained by 1.513. As shown
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i-n Table 7 , beyond the above mentioned variables, the in-

crement of variance explained rendered by any of the re-

mainJ-ng variables is less tha.n LZ , whj-ch is considered

negligable. These variables are education (.9%); income

(.64); ideal family size (.4?); conservative ProtestanÈ

denomination (.3*); work experience (.3e¡; perceived abortj.on

demand (.34); liberal Protestant denomination (.22); rural
residency (.12); parity (.14); and attitudes toward birth
control (.1?) .

Beta weights can be taken as the effects of each in-

dependent variable upon rrromen's abortion attitudes, with

adjustments made for all other variables includ.ed in the

equation. It appears, therefore, that the most important

independent variable is religiosity which carries a beta

weight of -.181, followed by women's sex-role attitudes
(-.173). Next in rank are both age and CaÈholicism. The

former has beta wei-ght of .154 while the latter has weight

of -.150. All these variables are significant at the .05

level or lower. Some variables although show minirnal dj-rect

effects upon abortion attitudes, nevertheless are signifi-

cant. These are educational attainmenÈ (.083), income

(.074) and ideal family size (.073).

It can be concluded that a woman who holds a favorable

attitude toward abortion is iikely to be among t,hose who

are lj.bera1 in thier sex-ro1e attitudes; less religious, not

a Catholic, have slightly higher educational levels, and

desire smaller family size.
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InterpretaÈion of Results

It can be seen that, in general, the variables aPpear

to display very moderate effect on abortion attitudes. The

overall varj-ance amounts to only J-4.92 in explaining abortion

atÈj.tudes differentials. Religiosity and women's sex-role

atÈitudes account for most of the variance explai-ned in

abortion attitudes (8.3?). Although the amount of variance

explaj-ned by these variables are not impressive, their

meaningfulness is worth nothing. To-date, within a Canadian

context, moral influences rendered by religious invol.vement

and cornrnitment seem to have positive ef f ect upon women's

abortion atÈitudes. Paralle1 to study results conducted

elsewhere in Canada, our study findings confirm this t.rend.

Those conducted in Ontario (Greenglass, L974), Toronto

(Balakrishnan et. â1. , 1975) and Quebec (Henripin et,. â1. ,

I974) designate women's religiosity as an important abortion

attit.ude determinant. Therefore it. can be concluded that

women's religiosity was and. still is an important determ-

inant. Also parallel to earlier findings with regard to the

influence of religious affiliation upon women's al¡ortion

aÈtitudes is the comparatively lesser degree in magnit.ude

of the religious denominational variable. This is indicaÈed

by the prior order of inclusion of religiosity variable

than anyone of the denomination categories. Thus, confi-rm-

ing former findings that v¡omen's degree of commitment to-

wards religious services is a better predictor than other

determinanÈs of abortj-on attitudes (Mi1ler, L974, Clayton

and Tolone, 1973).
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A somewhat. striking result is exhibiÈed by the explan-

atory povrer of women's sex-role attitudes which has a bet.a

coefficient almost parallel to that of religj-osity. Since

lhj,s variable is a recently discovered one (Miller, 1974) ,

and this study is the first one ever to investigate the

operation of this partj-cular variable within a Canadian con-

text, its contri-bution is therefore worth emphasi zj-ng. In

spit,e of t,he non-impressive contri h:tion of women's sex-

role attitudes in explaining abortion attitude different,iaLs
)(R- = .054), nevertheless, it is the most important single

contributor to the variation in abortion attitudes amongi the

variabÌes included in the study. It can be seen that women's

perception on where their interests and thej-r responsj-bilities
has had a strong effecÈ upon their jud.gment on acceptible

conditions for abortion. The (+) signs pertaining to beta

weights denote the direction of the relationship. In our

sample, modern oriented sex-role attitudes are positively

associaÈed with pro-abortion attitudes. Thus confirming the

hypothesis that extrafamilial interests of women are incom-

patible wit.h high f ertility ideals. These v¡omen therefore

t,end to favour liberal judgment on abortion norms.

One interesting point to not,e is that. women's sex-

role atÈitudes seem to subsume all the variance that previous

research findings discovered to be accounted. for by various

indicators of life cycle and fertility values. With the

exception of âg€, variables such as parity, ideal family

size, birth control attltudes fail to contribute signifi-
cantly to the increment of Èotal amount of variance explained.
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This is due to the i.ntercorrelatlons between the j-ndepend.ent

variabres as may be seen in Table 5. rt can be seen, for
example, that the correlation coefficients between sex-

rore attitudes on one side and âg€, education, parity, ideal
family size, birÈh control atti-tudes on the other, are (.26) ,

('.44) , (.23) , (.25) , (-.26) respectively. Therefore much

of the individual variance usually attributed to this set
of variables are explained away by women's role attitudes.

rrr Principal compgnent Analysis of Factors underlving
Abortion Attitudes
The second major question to which the present study

has addressed itself is whether there are sirn-pler d.imensions

underrying a set of socio-demographic variables that account

for variations in women's abortion attitudes. The variables
of interest here have been identified in previous research

to be related to women's abortion attitudes. The variables
included in this analysis v/ere the original independent vari-
ables: ag:e, rural residency, educational rever, rerigiosity,
parity, ideal family size, perceived abortion demand, atti-
tudes toward birth control, work experi-ence, income level
and. sex-roIe aÈtitudes. l

' The zero-order correlation coefficients among the eleven

variables have been shown in Tabre 5. of the fifty-five
possible correl-ation coef ficients includ.ed in the analysis,

1 the variable t¡srigionr\^/as deleted from the analysis.
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thirty-eight !ì¡ere significant at the .05 level-. While the

matrix of correlation coefficients shows the intercorrelations

among the variables, it does not provide us with any meaning-

ful structure. In view of this, a principal component anal-

ysis on the eleven variables was performed. Four components,

each with an eigenvalue greater than unity were extracted

from the correlation matrix. They account for 53.3å of the

total variation in the sample. A varimax rotation was per-

formed for the facÈorial decompositj-on of Èhe variables.

Table 8 shows the rotated factor loading matrix, the

eigenvalues and the percentage of variance explained by each

factor. Factor loadings measure the partial effect of each

variable on each individual factor when all other variables

are taken into consideration. Interpretations for these are

presented in the following paragraphs.

fdentification of the Four Extracted Factors:

The first Factor, whJ-ch explains 22.L2 of the total

variance may be identified with age (-0.43), education (+0.80),

favorable atÈj-tude toward birth control (+0.55), and tradi-

tional sex-role attitudes (-0.66). This factor appears to

be charact.eristic of a sub-population of young females, well

educated, more favorable to birth control and more lj.beral
j-n their perception of sex-role attitudes. This factor,

then, appears to describe a "Iife cycle experience" among

Edmonton females.

Factor II shows high factor loadings on work experience

(+0.66), age (+0.51), ideal family size (-0.43), income (+0.49)
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and lower loading on rural residency (-0.33). Thj-s factor

therefore characterizes that segment of the female population

who are relatj-vely old, have more work experience, have

higher income levels, who prefer small family size and are

urban-oriented. This dimension can, then be termed as "extra-
familial orientation" or "career orientati-on" factor.

The third component, whj-ch shows high factor load.ings

on religiosity (+0.69), parity (+0.63), and ideal family

size (+0.55), suggests that religious behavior influences

reprod.uct,j-ve ideals. This factor can, then, be identified

as "theological influence". This dimension explains only

9.54 of the t,oÈa1 variance.

The fourth component, which accounts for 9.22 of the

variance, shows a very strong loading on perceived abortion

dem.and (+0. 87) but on no other variables . There is also a

small negative loading on rural residency (-0.37). This

factor seerns to characteríze that segment of the female pop-

ulation who were urban residents and who believed that demand

for abortion services v/ere widespread. We can identify this

independent dimension as "effect of size of residence".

Empirical findings have documented that realistic evaluation

of the lat.itude of abortion requests is a function of the

availability of such services. Large urban centers are

places where access to abortion is relatively easier (l,tiller,

L974). Therefore, this factor can be seen as the impact of

metropolitan environment upon lvom.en' s perception towaros

abortion service demand.
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In summary, the results of the foregoing analysis seem

to reveal four underlying dimensions existing among the

eleven variables that have been found Lo predict abortion

attitud.e dif ferential-s. These dimensions seem to ref lect

u/omen's life cycle e:<perience, their extraf am1lia1 orienta-

tj-on, the type of theological influence they t.".ià, and'

the effects of the size of their place of residence uPon

thej-r perception toward abortion.

IV the RelationshiP Between the Four Underlving Dimension

and Abortion Attitudes

The factor Scores for each case on each cOmponent can

be treated. aS raw data which represent each woman'S positj-on

with regard. to the four extracted dimensions. By relating

$/omen's position on each of the four dimensions to thej-r

att.itudes toward abortion just.ifications, it is possible to

evaluate the relat.ive predictability of each component on

abortion attitud.e differentials. The correlation coefficients

between rvomen's abortion attitudes and each of the four comPon-

ents are presented in Table 9.

It is important to remember that since the four comPon-

enÈs are orthogonal whích implies that the components are

independenÈ of each other (i.e., uncorrelated), the simple

correlations between each of the components and abortion

attitudes wj-II measure the net or partial effect.

The correlation coefficients between the four dimensions

and abortion atcitud.es are significant, though their magni-

tudes are reiatively low, Life cycle experience is positively
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T.ABIE 9

Correlation CoefficienÈs Between Women's Àbortion
Attj-tudes and the Four Extracted Components,

St,udY SamPle, (N = 1045)

Pro-Abortion Attitudes

Life Cycle Experience .16*

ExÈrafamilial Orientation . 12*

Theological Influence -.10*
Effects of Size of Residence .1.1*

* Significant at the .001 level.

associated with abortion attitudes: the more advanced a \ô/om,an

is on her life cycle stagesr ërs defined by this factor, the

more she adopts a pro-abortion attitude. This finding ap-

pears to support the thesis of Miller (I97 4) . The positive
relation between the second factor, extrafamilial orientation,
and pro-aborÈion attitudes does not seem difficult to explain:

the more diversified the roles women play outside of their
homes, the more they tend to have no objection to abortion.
The negaÈive relation beÈween the third factor, theological
influences, and pro-aborÈion attitudes also supports the

often repeated result.s that religion appears to have a

strong influence upon anti-abortion at.titudes. A1so, the

effect of size of residence, as defined by the fourth factor,
j-s shown to exercj-se a significant influence upon pro-abortion

attitudes. That is, easier access to abortion services in
met,ropolitan centers makes rl/omen believe that abortion
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activities are widespread. Therefore more urbanj-zed women

recognize a wider range of justifications.

V Inter-Religj-ous Group Comparisons

Given the analyses reported in the present study,

v¡omen's rerigious denomination appears to be an important

erement in differentiating their attitudes toward. abortion.

Previous findings reported by Arney and Trescher, L976;

Blake, !97L, 1973; Boyd, L975; Hedderson, et. â1., 1974¡

Henripin and. Lapierre-Adamcyk, I974¡ Herte1, €t. â1., l 974¡

and Westof.f , et. a1., L969, appear also to be consist.ent

with our findings. fn view of this, it can be concluded

that reli-gious groups are expected to vary in their position
on each of the extracted four dimensions.

A comparison of means of factor scores and the standard.

deviatj-ons are presented in Table 10. The means show the

position of each religious group on the extracted four dimen-

si-ons.

By comparj-ng the three religious groups on their mean

scores on the first factor, it appears that Catholics seem

to score lowest followed by the conservative protestants

and the liberal scoring the highest. Given our previous

i-nterpretation of this factor, it would appear as if the

Ij.berals have a more pronounced perception of abortion de-

mands.

With regard to Extrafamilial Orientation as defined

by â9ê, iCeal family size, work experience, and lncome (see
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Table 8) , the data reported in Tab1e 10 reveal that Conserv-

ative ProÈestants seem to score the lowest followed by the

Catholics and, again, the liberal scoring the highest.

The component that appears to render the most differ-
entiating impact upon the various subgroups is Theological

Influence. Liberal Protestant.s appear to score the lowest

on this component. v/ith a mean factor score of -.182. The

Catholics and the Conservative Protestants, on the other

hand, score high on this factor. IÈ is worth noti-ng that

the Conservative Protestants tend to be more j-nfluenced by

t,his factor than the Catholics. The mean factor scores for

the Conservative Protestants is .7 62 while that of the

Catholics is only " 083.

With regard to the fourth factor, i.e., Effect of Size

of Residence, the Conservative Protestants appear to score

less on that component. This means that they have a lesser

perception of abortion demand even though they come from a

larger size of residence (urban residence) . The Libera,'

Protestants, on the other hand¡ appear to perceive a high

demand for abortion compared to the Catholic population.

In conclusion, it appears that the three religious

groups differ in their perception of abortion demand relative

to their position on the Four extracted dj-mensions. With

regard to life cycle experience; extrafamilial orientation

and the effect of size of resiCence, the Liberal Protestants

score the highest compared to the other two religious groups.

It wouJ-d appear e.s if their perception of abortion demand
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is a function of Èheir positions on these three dimensions

rather than the Theological Orientatj.on as is the case with

regard t,o the other conservative groups.

The relationship between each of these four factors

and abortion attitudes are shown i-n Table 11.

For Catholics, the "extrafamilial orientation" appears

to be the most imporÈant factor in influencing their abortion

att,itudes. Given the interpretation of this f act.or reported

earlier, it would appear as if Cathollcs who are urban

oriented, relatively old, have work experience, have higher

income, who prefer smaller family ,size are iikely to perceive

high demand for abortion services independent of influences

exerted upon them by their religion. That is, the more the

Catholics are exposed to extrafamilial experiences the more

Èhey'per,eeive high demand for abortion services. This find-
ing seems to be i nconsistent with the often repeated con-

clusion that Catholic women are more likely to be influenced

by their theological beliefs rvhen abortion is considered

(Vüestoff , êt. â1., 1969; Bardis , L972¡ Lipson and tr{o1man,

I972, Balakrishnan, êt. â1., I975, and Boyd, 1975) . The

reJ-igious influence on abortion attitudes for CaÈholic

l¡tomen in our study is still operating, but is not signif i-
cant.

The zero-order correlations between abortion attitudes
and the extracted four Factors clearly show that theological
influence appears to be the most imporÈant dimension in-
fluencing their attj-tudes toward abortion. This finding
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appears to be consistent wj-th our discussion in the previous

section in that theological teachings amongi fundamentalistic

Protestant sects seem to exert a greater i-mpact in shaping

their members' abortion atti-tudes.

As for the Liberal Protestants, two dimensions appear

to influence their abortion attitudes significantly. As

the data in Table 11 clearly indicate, vromen's life cycle

experiences and size of residence are the most important

factors in influencing this group's abortion attitudes. The

results of the principat component analysis reported in

Table I generally rer¡eal that this sub-population are mainly

composed of young female population, well educated, show

more favorable attitudes toward birth control and. are urban-

oriented.

rn the following chapt'er, rdê shaIl devoÈe our attention

to discussion of research findings and the research impli-

cati-ons
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CHAPTER FI\rE

Summary and Discussions

Conditj-ons that prescribe whether or not a \Á7oman should

undergo an abortion to some extent reflect the prevailJ-ng

norms regarding abortion behavior in a socieLy. Such norms

can be restrictive as well as liberal. Previous studies

indicate that the number and the nature of conditions that

were permitted by socieÈy as legitimate reasons for abortion

seeking behavior is an indicaÈion of how relaxed social norms

are regarding such acÈivities. The accepÈance of socio-

economic reasons for abortion in addition to medi-cal ones

has always been Èaken as a sign of liberalj.zed abortion norms.

Events seem Èo indicate that recently more and more Canadians

are accepting socio-economic reasons for abortion. Thus it

appears that Canada is experienci-ng a trend towards liberal-

ization in their attitudes towards abortion. Forseeing the

potential impact of tolerant interpretation on such norms

upon social institut,ions, this thesis attempts to shed light

upon Èhis phenomenon through delineation of social factors

t,hat determine u/omen's opinions toward justification under

which abortion behavior should be allowed.

A review of previous reserach literature identifies

certain socio-demographic, cultural and socio-psychological

variables as major socj-al- determinants of women's abortion

attj-tude differentials. More specifically, these refer to
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v¡omen I s background characterisÈics, their val-ue orientations
and their life cycle experiences. These various aspects

have been reported to shape women's attitudes t.oward abortion
in a variety of ways. For instance, aspects of women,s

life cycle experience such as experience with more pregnancies

and participa'Eions in the work force had been found. to liber-
alize women's attitudes toward aborÈion.

Th.i.s- thesi.s employs a multi-variate approach in its
analysis. The main focus is on identifying t.he best pre-
dictors of abortion attitude differentials. Previous research

has revealed overlapping rerationships among the various
determinants, i.e. a degree of multi-collinearity among the
variables. This suggests the possible existence of simpler
dj-mensions underlying the various d.eterminants. The present

thesis also attempted Lo test this hypothesis through the

employment of principal component anaJ-ysis. pearson corre-
lation analyses \^/ere performed to determine the rerative
predictability of each resultant d.imension and. vari_ations

in women's opinion on abortion justifications for the total
sample as well as for the three reiigious subgroups.

Data r¡/ere taken from the Growth of Ablerta Fa.mily study
(GAFS) which was conducted in Edmonton, Alberta between

November L973 and February L974. The study sample consisted

of 1,045 women between the ages of rB and s4 who were riving
in the city of Edmonton at the time of intervi-ew. The

variables that were entered into the final anarysis are:
âgê, work experience, parity, rural resid.ency, ed.ucational
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attainment., income level, religion, religiosity, sex-role

attituCes, ideal family size, attitudes toward bj-rth control,

and perceived demand for abortion services.

The results of the analysis can be surnmarizeC as foll-ows

the twelve variables v¿e looked at explain only 14.98 of

the total variance in abortion attitude differentials. Vari-

ables such as work experience, parity, rural residency, edu-

cational attainment, income leveI, ideal family size, atti-

tudes toward birth control and perceived demand for aborÈion

services are ineffective in accounting for variation in

women's abortion attitudes. Slight1y more significant are

education and âgê, while topping the lisÈ are religiosity

and women's attiÈudes toward their sex-roIes.

With regard to the explorat.ion of factors underlying

the eleven variables, some interesting results are found.

ConÈrary to suggestions derived from previous studies that

Èhree underlying dimensions exist guiding women's abortion

attitude dif f erentials r \¡r€ discovered four only one of which

approximates what was hypothesized. This is women's life

cycle experiences. The rest of the dimensions were termed

as hromen's extrafamilial orientation, theological influence

and effects of city size. It was also found that women's

rel.i-gious denominations appeared to be significant elements

in differentiat.ing their attiÈudes toward abortion. When

inter-group comparj-sons \^/ere investigated, it became clear

that religious groups' perception for abortion demand varied

according Èo their posiÈion on the extractecl four compon-

ents.



66

Discussion

The present thesis identifies two elements as rnost

influent,ial in differentiating Edmonton females' abortion

attitudes: religiosity and sex-role attitudes.
That religiosi-ty is an important predictor repricates

previous results found in other parts of Canada (Greenglass,

I974; Henrj-pin and Lapierre-Adamcyk, L974; Balakrishnan,

eÈ. â1., 1972, !975; Boydell and Grindstaff, 1971). Our

results indicate that women's value orientation and beliefs
that are colored by religion is an important factor in in-
ducing conservative attitudes toward abortion liberalization.
This indeed confj-rms suggestions forward.ed by investigators
such as Knutson (1973) thaÈ values associated with theological
teachings can influence women's attiÈudes toward abortion.
For example, the belief that the time of ensoulment of human

beings begin at conception appears t,o influence anti-abortion
att,itudes in \¡/ornen.

one interesting fact uncovered by t.his thesis is t,hat

conservative Protestants are found to be affected more by

t,heir religious beliefs in their attitudes toward abortion

Èhan Catholics. In general this represents a departure

from previous findings that view the dogmatic nature of
caÈholicism as more conservative in nature. The hypothesis

that a secularization process is occurring arnong the cath-
oLics may be offered as a possible explanation for this
finding.

I¡lhereas religiosity works t,o enhance women's a¡:ti-
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abortion atÈitudes, v¡omen's modern sex-role attitudes are

found to liberalj-ze their attitudes toward abortion. Closely

tied in with this aspect is the factor Life cycle Experience

which rej-nforces the idea that the more a woman perceives

her rore as non-fa¡niliar oriented, the more she experiences

the burden of chitd bearings and raisings, the more work

experiences she has, the more riberal will her at,Èitudes be.

sj-nce the factor is a newly discovered one (Mi11er, rg77)

replications are strongly urged across Canada. Moreover,

the discovery of the significance of this factor in deter-
mination of aborti-on attit.udes d.ifferentials indicates

changing value systems in our society. It appears that
traditional values embodied in religious disciplines and

pronatalisitc pressures are giving way to nev/ ones which

are being ushered in through changing role structures of
women.
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APPENDIX

SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE

Only that portion of the original survey questionnaire
which is relevant to the present study is presented.



Address:

77

THE GROWTH OF AIBERTA FAI'ITLIES STUDY
POPULATION RESEARCH LABORA.TORY

THE IINIVERSITY OF AT,BERTA

Next Àddress:

Is t'hre next address reasonable:

No.

live? (If not, record details on back
page under COMMENTS).

How many Found Addresses are
there?

Sample Number:

E. D. E.A.

Is this address
Or dead?

Fa- Mi{

How many Households are there
at, this address?

Time: Entered household:

Begin interview:

HOUSEHOLD LIST:

RéIa-
First tion-

seJ-ec-
Marital Mother Father ElÍgi- tion

Name ship Age Sex Status Alive Alive biliÈy No.*

MF NMMSDW YN YN.1

2 IvI F NM14SD!Ù YN YN

MF NMMSDW YN YN

M F .NM M S D W Y N YN

MF NMMSDW YN YN

MF NMMSDW YN YN

3

4

5

6

7

I

9

t0

MF NMMSDT^T YN YN

MF N¡4MSDW YN YN

MF NMMSDW YN YN

MF NMMSDW YN YN

Selection Table Number

Type: only long form
mail-back

. Random response

I
2
3

* CIRCLE THE SELECTED NUMBER
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PART I

"First of all I would tike to ask you some
background".

1. In lbat year were you born?

7. Where did you live most of
the time whi le you were
growing up (Say up to age I2)Z
ïna

L2.

quest'ions about your

Rural community or
farm 1

Town 2
City 3

10. What, is your present marital
status? (nrao .CATEGORIES)

1. Single 4. Married or living IF 4, CIRCLE APPRO-
2. Separated with someone PRIAEE CATEGORY
3. Widowed 5. Divorced

I would like Èo make a list, of all the regular jobs that
you have held and Èhat have lasÈed more than six months.

job
3.O.

i) What krnd
of job
v.ras it?

(ii) What date did
you begin?
l,Ihat date did
you leave?*

From To
month year month year

SPACE
RE-
SERVED
FOR
CODTNG

(iii) Was it
full time
or part-
time?

I

2

3

4

5

6

7

I

9

10

11

FT PT

FT PT

FT FT

FT PT

FT PT

FT PT

FT PT

!.T PT

FT PT

FT PT

FT PT

IF RESPONDENT UNABLE TO RECAIL DATES ASK THE DURå,TTON OF THE JOB
A¡{D RECORD TT.
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L7 . !,ihat is the highest grade or None 0

year of element,ary or secondary Yr or Grade I 2 3 4 5

schoolyoueverattended? 678 910
tI L2 13

18. How many years of schooling University 0 I 2 3 4 5 6 +
have you had since (elementary Other 0 I 2 3 +
or secondary) school?

2:'. VÍhat is your religion or
denominati-on?

03 Greek Orthodox 09 Roman Catholic

01 Anglican
02 Baptist

04 Jewish
05 Lutheran
06 Mennoni-te
00 None Other

07 PentecostaL
08 Presbyterian

10 Salvation Army
lt Ukrainian Catholic
L2 unit,ed Church

( specify)

22. In the last month how often did you
at,tend religious services (other than
weddings, funerals, etc. ) ?

31. How many child.ren of Your own -
those that you have actuallY
borne - novÍ live with You in
your own household?

32. How many of your children now
Iive somewhere else?

33. IIow many of your own child.ren
have died?

114. What d.o you think is the ideal
number of children for the average
Canadian family todaY?

# of times

117. Many couples use some method of Approve I
birth control to delay or prevent Disapprove 2

a pregnancy. Do you apProve or Neit'her aPProve
d.is_approve of such conduct? or disapProve 3

154. As you know, many women choose to
end a pregnancy bY having an
abortion. Out of 100 women lzou
might see on the street, about
how many of them would You glless
have wanted at some time to get
an abortion?
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L57. If you bacame, Pregnant and
abortions !./ere lega1 and
available would You have
an abortion under the
following conditions?

-\. Yes No Ðontt-fnow

if the pregnancy seriouslY I 2 3

endangered Your PhYsical
health?

- if the child was tikelY to I 2 3

be abnormal?

if you r¡¡ere unmarried?

if you had been raPed?

if you could not afford
another child?

if you had all the children I 2 3

you wanted?

if it would interfere with 1 2 3

your career?

if your husband seriouslY
objected to the child?

L75. Here is a card showing amounts
of income. Please indicate bY

123

number what grouP would apPly Donrt' know I
to your husbãnd.'s income before Refused to answer 2

taxes in L973?

176. What group would aPPly to your Donrt know I
income beiore taxes in L973? Refused to answer 2

1. Under 3'000 2.31000 - 41000

3. 51000 - 6,999 4. 7,000 9,999

5. 101000 14'000 6. 151000 and over'

123
123
123
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PART IT

We would like t,o get your opinion
life and the status and rights of
strongly agree, ffi., don ' t know,
with the following statements.
The first is:

Strongly
Agree

198. A man can make long
range plans for his
1ife, but a $¡oman
has to take things
as they come.

on some matters concerning family
women. Please teIl rne if you

d.isagree ¡ or strongly disagree

Depends
on
Circum-
stances
Uncertain Dis-

Agree Don't know agree
(CTRCLE NUMBER)

Strongly
Dis-
)ñ?õõsY¡ ee

199. A pre-school child
is likety t,o suffer
if his mother works.

200. A working mother can
establish just as v/arm
and secure a re1ation-
ship with her children
of elementary school
age as a mother who
does not work.

20I. It is much better for
everyone involved if
Èhe man is the achi.ever
out,side the home and
the woman takes care
of the home and family.
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Depends
o11.

Circum-
stances StronglY

St,rongly Uncertain Dis- Dis-
Asree Agreq p"tr l! ]:lry_æ_ asree

(CTRCLE NUMBER)

203. Women are much
haPPier if theY
staY at home and
take care of their
children. 12345

204. Young girls are
entitled to as much
independence as
youngboYs. I 2 3 4 5

206. Women should be
considered as
seriously as men
for jobs as execu-- tives or Politicians. 1 2 3 4 5

207. If anYthing serious
happened to one of
the children while the
the mother \^/as
working, she could
neveriorgiveherself.l 2 3 4 5

209. You usuallY find the
happiest families are
those wit'h a large
numberofchildren. I 2 3 4 5

zl,L. There should. be free
child-care cenfers
so that. !ì¡omen could
take jobs. I 2 3 4 5

2I3a. Women in authorit'Y
sl:ould have the right
Èofiremen. t 2 3 4 5


