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ÁBSTÊ.:i.CT 0l' Ti-iE TTiESIS

The elevenil: and tirelfth cenNu.ries vitnessed the

f'l olrefinp: Of ;i.^^.t ^ i,i^,^.-.^- r^: ^r-^- ; ^-.-^- r.*.. SinCe iìfe-11!ëiJU-l\Lrr !:lú.¡l ¡:.!rf U\Ji -!-\ró¿ cilJllrv

Churcir continueo- to be the nai n repository oí learning

throughou-t this ::eriod, it 'is no surprise to find the.t

tire historiens are e-ither nonks or secular cler¡;'¡" Even

a cllrsory e:."amina.'cion of thei r ¡¡vorlis is su"fficient to

reveal botjr the eegerness ancl C,iligence v¡ith l.¡hich ihese

i:ren devo-r,ed tire¡nselves to the rriting of hisiory"
o^*.F,^Ør, +^ +ÌvL/rru¿ qr J vv .ilê opini-on oÍ n.a-ir;r present ciay Ìristorians,

tire lleCievel irisl"oriogra-ol:er iook paiirstaking care to

assure itiinself of the reiia.bil itj¡ oÍ i:'i s sou-rce rna.teria.l-s,

and of the valiclitlr of ail tne ev¿ìilabie evidence. In

tÌris respect, l:e sìtows a.t leasi iÌrc beginnin¿ of the

rnodern scientific eÌ)proecii io histo,'y ano. .uo a,l-i íield-s

of lea-rn1ng. Frr-ri,rerr.rol"e, the riiedieval cl:ronicles a"nd

nar:"a-iives al-t refleci Lire -l'¡ri-'L,errs belief ti:al, t'he Uru-e

vâl¡.s of irisioi"y lies in its inner rnei'.ning, t" tha-t it

reveals ti:e r,,¡orlii niE ou-t of the llivine i''íil-t in the -l-ives of

i:rêr'r.o this is 'bhe necj-ieve,l- :1I:il-osopìry of iristory, a

nhi I osonh.¡ ':lricir. is íounC i-i ::st cl-eei'l ]' el:L-1'essed- in
í¡¿!!v 'Jv_Ì/a:J

.firrcrrqi.-ino: pnrì -li^nrr lri q rìrr¡ on to iiie tirle oí tsossue1, tllis:-L¡-éU-ùUI¡IV, Çl¡çr À¿ vr'¿ rÁru *"-;

Viet.¡ is consjtantl r,' reiüerê-i,ed-. Ti:e Ver:,r phrase rrphil osol:Ì11'

of iristoryll i s t,he cen'bre of ::::ucii controver"sl,'e for i:,4-ny

ctaj-ri that it -ì s ê. contracij-ction irr terris, iiiti-l e oillers who



accept, iir ¿-s va.licl Í'or tlieir âåe, den.;'.i¡s exisi,ence in
+-1-^ : ì -rlr ^ .,^-ôo .:, ¡¡a-.,¡r r.,:-j ef iLiscussi on is ¿ì.I]_ the.t isu::rt : rJ-LiL¡_t_ç ja,i tjÞ o ji v \t: )j t)!

possibie in iiris tìresis, 'cite liui'rùose o-f i;hich i s to
6r-¡''i ¡6 -íri -¡er- 'r-r-c ef :¡-ì o ,=nd r;-ethoa of \.Jritin:r, e_nd,

.qêeôìa¡t I r¡ i.lre ¡ nti rra '.'l¡i nì. .r ed- ¡i,eCj.ieVA]- l,Ìi"iie1"s iO -üâ-i.;e
uvev;.-L:¿J vrrv r-vv¿vv,

u-p 'bhei r íiens.

Fou.i' riediev¿ì.1 histor"i-oqi:a,Ìrhers äjre sbu-ciieci r'¡itLr

.-^^.¡'..1 +^ +'h^,i Ç6er !¿ u!, u,rçsê t!,io åìsÐects oí iiistorice-:l- ïirj-iì ng. In

i'i¡iilj-alir of l:a-ll.resì:u-ry , ,t." Íi rsi of these, ,ou find 
"i-

robu-si ancl- r¡ií.;ol:oir-s st¡rl s '.¡itl: t ìiia.ri.eci c-l-assical fl a-vour,

revealin¡¿ tìre influence oí ihe twelÍ'i:ll ceil'ùu.r,v- ileüaissence.

liis iäe1;hocl- of collectin:, å'rnci a.r::a.ir6ing Ì:iscorical crraia is
¡.rn-r.rÌ-¡ nf cnrr'rj_ sc j:ol ars jrit¡ -î ir an."i¡ s,!ie . Lìf' hi s ou'Ul coil oni;vL v!1 v&

j--: ^+^-¿t¡ iì.aøn i s, îreriiie',t1-, r:e¡:rf,j 6-" ' ',"nr' ï.e cojllì:ìeilts ojì tncii-l-i)L/\Ja./ U.lLVJ. (' -L'J If ç\jLr-ç¡1U 1::Ç:iVaVf-) ¿Ul f-v uUrlu:lvlM 9':I

evenLs l..rhicir he recoi:i"s, åìiLld el:tJre,sses iiis bel-ief iile'b,

d,esrrite_ ihe ciisaster ¿:.trCL '¡i cjlecìiress of 'bne j;iiire, all v'iill

be -r'rel -l-, since I'roviCeilce ru--]-es over" 'cire lives oí i'ren e-nci

is ihe Loro of hisiori.. C::i.crj-c ,.ii-r,s-J-is, a.liÌ:ourgh a.b once

Iess schola-r'ly, ai:ci yet r:tore a;,ii:itj-ous in iris endea.vou-r to

brite an uni'-vers¿r-i histor".'/, r'eveais Lhe saÌtle vier.¡ c.f irisiory

a.s tLr¿'b oí',.''il-l-iû.i;, i:is s-ü;rle i-s not as,coiished nor his

d-escri;l,ions å-s ./i vid", a:rci liis fi'eglrent cligress' ons -l-ea"ve

*rno r-o¡d¿¡-r, nrri ia ^^ì-''1'1e,ãrl' 
-cu-t his irurililit¡t, and. hisv¡:v a vav-vr \.: v-¡ u v vvrf! çru vu ,

affeciion for liis fe-l-lo',,r nân, togetiter r"ri.bh iris clevot-ìon to

i:is r,'ori;, give irosieritS' goocì reÊì.Sol-L to be gre.iefu-l 'co hiri.

John of Salisbu.::y is'bire i;iost brilli¿Lni s1,;rl-15¡ oÍ th.e foirr



r,Tï"iiei:s stu-Cied-; anci ihis i-s ciue to -uhe coi:i,biirat'i on oÍ'

Sreai iniell-ec'¿ua.l abi'l ii]'a.nd vas'U learning. Iiistory
l..Júr,s onljr oile along rneny t,-\rpês oÍ'-,:ritj-ng i.iìricji he essayed;

and his slii¿l I volune of ner¡oirs oí 'ûÌre Facal tu-ri e. in the

i'nidclle of iÌre -Ll.¡el ftir cen'bury is a valuable additi-oi: io

our kno,¡lecige of the i-ela.ûi onsirii: of Church e-ncl. State in

'ciris peiiocì, 'iire facì; 'cìr;-t jre i;as e secu.Iar cleric

ene-b'l ed hir:r 'to he-ve riloi:e contacis and a" r¡;ider e)iìrerience

'bhan eíther Iii'illian or Orderic. Thus his Ìristorical- l',¡orli

^*--^ "'*^-i ''r^J- i-^+^ ^¡¡'-'-rs unknoï,Jn to the nonk-iiisioria-ns.ëI V CÈt L|.Þ IIIÐIÜlIL/ IIIU(J ó.L I ci-)

Joirnls vielv oÍ nistor.l', ho'rrever, i s esseniially the seme a.s

thai of his conteniÐo¡-aries. In iris chronicle Joceli n cf

Sral<el-ond ¡;ives erl iniir,ate descrintion of- tile 'ìniler

'u;o:llki ncs of e ¡reaf, r,rrrr] i er¡pl Ììîônâqto-t"w l]iS ACCount iS ;:lor'ev ¡i:vu¿ v

a dia.r'./ than an aciua.l iristor¡', for it was noi; in'cended for'

nrrhl i r: i-eadinr 'r!^ '-^*^'^?st and value al so l-ie in itsyÉvJ-:- - '--".*""ii" -L Uù illv\;-! ç

vivid and hon:el]r ciescri.otions of Jocelinrs :\bl:o'b a.nd- of his

fell or¡ noni;s, a.ncÌ. in i:is frairllness in c'iepicting thei" vices

as well as their virtues"

Froli tÌris short studl,r i¡ seerls clear thqt the

wri'cings of nedieval histoi'ia,ns are as cLive::se as iiLeir

ind-ivid-r-ra-l -r,erLrper¿:rteilis. ':¡'hat i s i,,o;"e i-iriportairt, hoi,¡everr

is tirat tireir vietn¡ of'Ìristor;," is orìe, fo:'tire;ø l'¡ere all
r ^..^"r ^^. ^ / ^.1¡¡=-1 ¡,rherr lhr.r¡ -Ite1"e CfitiCat) of [he Cìru-Z"Ch.IUJ ctJ- ÐL/lIÞ \ \t V \Jil ìJ¡f sll urlv.t

lr¡'hen Frofessoi' ìial-sh suggests Lirai niuch of the conbrovers]¡

anlong historians today l:ight be d.o.ie a-lra]¡ by siriving No



fori:iula'Ue a set of ba,si c .r:rinciples io 
"vhicir 

all historians

r',¡onl ri. assent, I r.;ould rnalce tne fu¡'tiier suggestion that 1"he

fincl- cia:r -ì'n this d.ireCi;i_On O11ght iO COnSisi of a fe-¿J¡ V

e..car¿inaiion of ¡'iedievai his'Loriograplly. äere i'¡e see a

fundanienta,l- unifying outlook in 'Lhe Christian philosophy

of histo¡r¡ r,rþi ch had- universa-l- assent.
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CH.q.PTER I
IÌ{TR0DUCTICI\I Ai',}D GEÌ'itrR'ÄL BÄCI{GROU}ID

I,tan has ê-1t';a¡'5 been inirigueC by tire story of his

ovnr pasL. Lon¡1 before there l"¡ere an¡r rrriiien records, greaf

exploits ancl grievol-ts d-isa-sbers \'rere preserved by neans oí

nionrn'i.r¡ Fìncl or-al traclit'ion. Tlius, the art Of siory telling
¡¡: v¡r¡v ¿

i+a-s born v¡hen ihe first recounting of hunan struggl es a-nd

achievenents t.ras passed on frorn one generation to the ne:it"

uiith the bep;inning of a vrriitên tra.dition there

came Lo be a nel'r view of histor)' tirrou-gìr the possibil-ity

of increasiirg accuracy in recording .past eveil'¿s. The

rrar^ì nrj nf l¡ri f.f.on lri storr-r- l'¡hich covers iiie last trventy-
IJçrML Vt lir¿vvvr: ¿¡¿v

fi ve irund.red years, is marked by the almos'Û conti nuous

growth in importance and extension in inf'l uence of

history in the affairs of men. This grov,Éh, ât first

slowr a-nd during certain tirnes interrupted by iristory

itse'l f in act ì n the shape of a succession of barbarj'a-n

invasions in vrestern Eu-roire, I'Jas mürÌ{ed by ihe gradual

d.eveJ-opment and. fl or¿erì ng of nonasLic historiography in

the et eventh, twelfth, and ti.lirieenth cenLuries" .And.,

finatl-y, beginning vdtir vico in the seventeenth centi;.fyr

follolved by Flerd-er in tae eighteentìr, i-legel in tlte

nineteenth, and. coilingr"rood ancl others in ou-r ol"'n clay,

ne1,,i ettitudes to history have corue tc víer,',1, and r¡itil

therr e- clianged. outlooic tor.¡ard- both nethod a-nd 1:r-irpose

in histo::ical writing, and a-lso iol¡a-¡'cl- the relevai-lce of

history in the modern lYorl-d''
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Tr,,¡o significant fea-tures of tiris change are

conflict a-ird controversy r+hich, ho't¡ever stitttule.ting

and aníable, resul-t in coníu-sion and ìr¿bal-ance; a-nd

these have replaced the earlier tr,vofold- harilony of

diversity of method and unanimity of purpose" The

modern siiuation in the historical fie1d, as in other

branches of knolvl-edge, l:as íts o::igin in Ðesca-rLest

stove, vrhence emerged the l?cogito ergo sumÎÎ, which

becane the basic forrnul-a of the Enlightennent" This

led to 'tl:e birth of an anthropocentric universer an

ege in v¡hich nan clai raed to have dj-scovered a nel'¡

d i rri ni J-r¡ n rrlr--r -- r^: =" ^ ^1 +' It i s tÌ:ef ef Of e nOtuI v IlrI uy , lrdli-ç-Ly rr-l-luÞEr-L ô

sLr-rprising thet the medieva] worl-d, in l¡hich spiritual

reê.lities ?¡eÍ'e predoniinant, HaS cast into outer darkness

'nrr tho .qerrentc^*+L ¡-r ^; -ht,eentÌr centu-ries. idot untiluJ ulrv r)\' v Itrr,u'J(iIIt/l.l c¿l.tLt ('l-61.

the latter pa::t of tlie nineteentl: century i'¡as ihere a

renerred- inierest in -r,he l;iiddle ;\ges, i^lìren scholars in

England- and Gerntany began to a-cpreciate the continuity

of history, and to rea-1,Lze tl:at, in any age, the

present is built on bhe foundaiions of tne pasi. Lord

Acton has explaÍneC- thís sl earlY:

ii'e go back to the i'iiddle Ages in order to icnow the
realities of the past'---For ihe civilizatj-on of
+'hc+ -dô ilc iÁo¡q hrlrif..r nrrrì inq'-'&"+;^ú^EnaE ê-Ee I rvu !uveu ¡ rrdL./J-uiJ ¡ aliLr -L¡!i)UJ-t/L{tr-Lt.rrrÐ,
possess a direct i-rnpo::ta-nce for us v¡lio are its
äescend.a.nts and its heirs. Ou.r socieöy is i;he
oevelopment of tirat of the iledi eval chivalry; oy-r
civiliZation is founded on theìrs. Our naiionel
ins'tincts and- chara.cter were nou-rd-ed b)' ui:e¡r

iintil- ihe i,iiddl-e .{ges þrêr€ reinstated in their
proper position, the scientific study of history
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was in its infancy: for the or,rission of a larEe
aird essei:tia-1 pol"tíon of the subject ga-ve tire-
pacf ¡ nar^a'lr¡ rn'f-inrr¡r..i-cn inÈonaq'l- ea Ðr v u u u ¡¡:vÀ vJ- Jl er¡ v¿Y4u¿ +ç¿¡ ¿¡¡

curiosii¡r, not es part of a single ancl consecu-r,ive
process tó l¡hicìr the presenL belongs. (1)

In order to understand the reasons i"¡hich lie
behind aanrs concern about iris ori,'n pastr w€ need to

exa-mine boti: the nietirods anC the aims r^¡hich directed

the rrrinds of tirose nren r,,¡ho, ifl each succeeding generaiion,

devoted their -r,ime to the l.¡r'iiing of history. iìowever,

to a'ûtenpL a corplete study of rnedieva-l historiography

would be a tash requ-iring mÐ-n¡r years of scirol arly

-nna¡-naT-.|\tq¿ urf ô

Jì. moi"e feasible a.pproach to tÌrÍs subject, and

at ti:e sa,Ìrie time one tha.t is sound and r-eiiable ai least

within its own prescribed l-inits, nay be rna-de ti:rough
{-!..^ ^+,.,1-" ^*1 nna n¡r{-i r.:¡-l ¡r SeCtj-On Of the WhOle field.t/Ir\t Þt/U-\¿J \J.j. IV yqJ vres¿e-i

Iir thís presen'û i,uorl; several of the rLnglo-itornlan

historia-ns of the eleventh and tvrelfth centuries have

been chosen 'ûo provide the necessary source mâterials

and. exa-repJ-es; and a careful investigation of their
wriûings may possibly reveal certain general irends of
{-J¡n*æhl- n^nnannì ne l'rn.l--h thl. mpt,hnd en,n'l nr¡erì i n tÌteUtfUL¿å1f U \,(J!¿\,çI Ir"L¡ró Uvv,¡ u¡lv ¡¡¡vvr¡vs v¡t'¡r+vJ vLa

selection and arrangement of facts, and tÌre inner meaning

ôr si rni fi earrea 3.q seen br¡ ihen in ihe docu¡renis andvr pIór¡¿¿!vLL{Ávv

records a.t their disPosal"

It rnust be real-j-zed that in selecting any given

poínt of tine in ti:e past for detailed siudyr we, vrho

perform this i.rorli, have tire advante-ge of l;no'"';ing the



-l+-

su-bsequent events in the succeeding eent,uries. Thus,

to a linited e:rtent, 1,¡e a.re, as i'ü v¡ere, omniscient,

and must be careful not to al.lol'¡ this fact to
nrêi'"dine nrrr attitude tor,'¡afds the v¡ritefs lvhOm r+ej/¡ vcJLtv-¿vv

exa.niine. There is another pitfall about rvhich 'r're

need. to be t¡arned. This i s th.e d.a-nger of fol-lowing

our natural inclinatì on f o find in the l'iicldle .Ages

v.¡hat seeriìs ir:lportanb to us nobl, and thus to fail in

the esseniial task of seeking to discover trhat was

ii',iportant to those r"rho lived- and i,rote bhen" Bossuetrs

reinarlc is true:
rrThe greatest ì ntellectual failing is iirai of
betieîing in things because we sirould like them
to be, añd noË beõause tre have seen tirat they
are iá fact. rt (?)

Furthermore, since ihe present state of historical

opinion is su-ch tha.t sharp controversy may follor^l any

^+.i ^-¡ n{- +1.^ ñ^-oi',ri'j 'i J-¡¡ nf rli qnpr iri nrr eeftai nSUggeSEfOff UI UlIe yUÞÞJÁr.l.rrL'J vr vrrvvr¿¡r¡¡tr

ù.ênêì-âl tenclencies or petierns of deVelo;omeut at t'he
SVrrv¿ u+

conclu-Sion of our study, it is necessary to show that

history i_s not, what the classical Ìri s'r,orian Bury so

frequently ma-iniained, merely a science in which all

that can be validly asserted are the observed or

verifiable facts.

Thus the o.uestion not+ a.rises, f?v¿ha.i is histo rY?" ,

and. it must be briefly, bu-t nevertheless forthrightlyt

ß.ced in order to la.y the fou-nd.ation of l^rhat is to follow'

,srTithout a- preliminary Consid.eration of this fund'amental
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problen, I¡,re shoul d be unpreper.red to proceed l.¡ith e.

studSr of rnedieval historiography. i'io endeavour to

produ.ce a. lrork of sound scholarship in anl' field call

oinit the primary step of constructing a solid- frame-

r'¡orlc of evidence restÍng on tire pilla.rs of basic

definition. :Ls the liing said in iil-icç in lfonderland:

rrbegi i1 ¿¡ the beginni ng and go on till you colle
to tÌre end! Tr (3 )

The terni tlhistoryTr is der.ived Íroin tire Greelt

ioroÞie, meaning ?linvestigationrr. It v¡as the Greele

writer Herod.obus to l^¡horir Cicero gave the title npairem

i:.istoriaetl (&) in recognition oí his entertaining

nine volurne accou.n'b of tlre past exploits of his

¡nrrntr.rrrrarì i n +L^ì r .-r-nrr^-^-Ìe tOtrâfd_ ifal;iOnhOOd. i,-¡'e
UULLtIIJ.L JIrlç1! ¿1I UIIçI¿ t)ur u6é-

a-re also inclebted- to Thuc;rdi des, e younger contei'ipor¿ry ,

,",r¡n 'ì af,¡ .i-n rr^¡{- arj J-r¡ c i.li cf nr-t¡ n'i1 f.ha Pel OnOnneSi anl¡/llu -Lt;I tJ UU iJUùrJçr IvJ c ¿¡l_owv¿ J vr Y¡¡u i-Y*.Ylil!!|111::i-l*:

¡iaq in r,¡hich ire i:imself played an aciive and prominent

role. Hj-s work, if slightl;u less popular in style,
Ä-i e:r-l s:rq l-l¡a ^,'.o'l i l-i ac nf a î?11-a-År'rr ¡r¡rl r,ri SfjOi',1 anfì i SLtIÞIJ-LóJ Ð [/rLç L-I.LteJtU.l-çÐ VI Gvul¿! qvJ G¡¡s urÀuuv¿:¡J

usually considered one of tire fì rst serious abtempfs

io r+rite scientific history" Thus, tire historical

iniportance of Thuclrdid-es for us i-s tlvo fold, for his

,.,n-i J-i:¡æc n'l aq.¡'l r¡ z-or¡o.a'l tlro neeessi 1-,r,' oi" fi t'st 2!:JI'I UIIIåÞ UIti-J¿ r-y ---J rIçvçÐÈ¿ vJ vL , ¿ r¿ u v ,

scru.pulous attention to the accuracy oí facbs, aird

second.. a careful stui.y of tire evidence es a t.rhole,

'l a=rli nr" to ån i nJ-.er"nrei¡ti Ve di SCUSSiOn Of theJçGILI¡¡õ vv sr¿ ¿¡Äv v¿ jrÀ v

significÐ-nce of r,'r-ira-t acÈuaf'ly happened. In obher I'vord-s
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the tv¡o fu-nda.mental questions in hi süor'y are: rfwhat

l.q- '.airarì ?tÎ ¡rrrl ltr.rìrr¡ rli r^l i J-. hannen?11 ^licrpP çIlqtLr ¿ t GllLl uv¿¡J u!rr + v ¿¡si/ I/ v¡¡ .,

Despite the obvious comnion sense conLained in

Lhe preceding Stâteneirts, 'chey do not renain uncilal] enged.,

fnr- -nraqenf. darr hi qJ-.nrienq n:^e not in asl.eenent i+ithI\Jr ìJr çùV¡¡V LtG!/ i¿rlJvv¿ 4e:¡v

respect to the basic issues in their ol,rn field." In fact,
r.hêrr âr^ê i n f,he l,hroes of a lively debate as to v'rhai mayv¡¿vJ

be cultiva.ted legitima.tely in this field, at:d tvirai nûust be

eradica-teC., The reasons for this controversy are irnpl is1¿

in 1;þe consie,ntly changing trends and developrnents of
r-ì.rnrro'lrr r"¡hì nlr hì storv itsel-f diSClOSeS On evel^,v pAge" The\rj.l\.rtlË;¡ru vïrrJwr¡ ltru vvÀ J ¿ vuv-

interaction of jrì storical evetr.ts, and of the l:uman mind

reflecting upon these events, is in itself a profound and

qbsorbing study not to be dìsnissed in a fevr pa,ragra.phs"

Hol"¡ever, for tire nion:ent, its significâ-nce for us iies

Í]ainly in being avlere of this present sj-tuation.

i'{o one shouiC sit dovin to rvrite history rsiËhout

h¡rri ncr

or ain

consid.erations before hit;i, na-nely the purpose

iti q r"¡orl-r. nncj the nethod or approach rthich heI¡! U U' V¿ :I

bel-ieves ïüi]l best bring out the significance or trúth

in r¡¡ha-t he describes. If history is ireld io 'oe nerely

a science, âE disiinct from a branch of llnoi.¡] edge to

lvhicir the scientific nethod ma.y be applied, the air: of

the historian is red.uced. bo the accunulation and

d.escription of enpiricai evidence" Hol.trever, tire word
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r?historytt signifíes il:e investigation or study of

man, oí alI ]iis thoughi"s and aciions ih¡'ou-gh all
+l.n -ñ^õ. on¡r therefore j_t CannOt be ConfinedulLv ø-åçÐ, o.rlLt

r"¡ithin the lirnits of any other field of lcnotvleclge.

,Ls Bishop Stubbs declared.: rttile study of Hisfory is

coextensive i,vith all pursuit of hu¡nan icnowled.ge.ll (5)

Furthernrore, the argument of Bu-ry and of those t+ho

follow hirri, Ioses much of its cogency as soon as it

is TeaLLzed that the vast aaou-nt of historice-l i nforn-

ation noi,r available necessitates selection and

rejecti-on on the pa-rt of the historian; and this very

a_ct pry is an act of ju-clgement as to r",¡ha-t he deems

niost important,

Atthough Coulion (6) Ì:as rightly pointed

out that und.erstanding and. judg€¡¡ênt are no¿ mutually

exclusive terr¡s, Lrere lve have one of the ilrincípa]

issues r¡hich divid.e modern historians. l'lo doubt the

problem is to sone extent a question of degree or of

d.efinition, for as Bu-tLerfield has pointed out in his

ChristianiLv and History:

The historian deals with historical events not as
ihough they r.,rere bhings which could be mechanically
and externälty explaiñed but as the¡" come out of
persona-lities and-- rrrn into personalities; so.'"h?t
tire insides of human beings have to be brought into
the cliscu-ssion-rnind and- rnotive, hope anc' fear,
irassi on and faith have to come into the questlon-
Lefore l're can begin to connect one fact l'¡ith
another an¿ un¿eistand anything a-t all" Q)

i(nowles makes this sane ctistinction i'then he shol'rs that

the historiant s task is to conier-çlaie the men and

tr,fo¡ilen of the past in order, first, to see thern as in
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iruth they thought and lived, and secondl-y, to present

theni a-s such to otl:ers. (8) This is also ohe of the

main poÍnts made by it[iss ifedgvrood in her I ecture

nThe Sense of the Fastrl (g) in lyhich she follows

Burckhardt by clai-ming that only he vrho takes

ind.ependent possession of what nosË appea.] s to him in

history can hope bo ::each any clear understanding of

the past. This is the basis of her conclusion Ùhat the

writer, rrthose patient research and carefl-rl reasoning has

resul-ted in certain convictions about a chosen period,

v¡it} prove Câ.p,o.blê of proOucing an account more true

ancl of more value tha-n one who strives to rema-in

d.ispassionate, in¡partial and hence unconvincing,

For Butierfielcl' the read-ing of histor;r makes it

abundantly clear that the only legitimate fo¡:m of

jud.gement on the part of human beings is thal; of t]:eir

or.rn self-condemnation- lrt'¡hat history does is--to

uncover menrs uni-versal sinrl. (tO) His viev¡ is

strongly upheld. by Pere Daniélog lrho rernarks that bhe

1.,¡ord, ttjucLgementrl, rtsu-ûts u-p the mature, z'eflective

r,fisd.orn of the 
"*pu"iurrced. 

iristorian, r"rho knows v¡ha-t he

is talking aboui, and. presents us v¡ith a true picture

of the facts. Tha.t makes l:is book worth readÍng as an

ì ntellectu-a.l- procluction" But the r'rord also ind-icates

a divine perspective; for Judgernent is the revelation

of things as they are in Godls sight-tha-i is, as they
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ree-] fy are o ---
i?ïliis i-s tÌie Ju-cigenent 'ühai illu-i',inates hui:ia"n lii siory;

a'ni- i;he gr.eai achieveneai oí tsu-tie::field-rs booii is i;o he-ve

sÌ:o,,,,.'L ¡ìr:,t l,is';o.i"¡' 'i s l,-c¿Lirin:;less :tii:i ii. rr (1f )

In a Ì:.Ore feCert ',.JO¡-ii !u-iter'íi e.'l-c,- he-s feVe::teCl

to a. llore scientìfic ou-t,looll" în *'¿o::v e.n.ci llU¡:g

.1.e1-e.tions j--r, ei)pe;iils iir.¿:ri he no lortger believes in the

val_ii.it;r of a.nir phit_osoi;ir.r- or. jrr_ci3eneni of ìtistory,

si nce the hisioi"ian ? s f iel-ci shou.ld be resirj-ctec tc

seit,-líri-j forii: ihe eviCeirce on l¡otn sicles- tsui, "rf
t¡.is be al-l -,,ii¿li ii:e histcri¿ln c¿ln cloTÎ, iit ihe lqords

^-i llì-. A-a., lîtlran h'ì sl'i.nl.i¡ so Íaf uïi'lien r:-us-u be truf6ed-UI U'¿'-L w J ) u:¡eII rjlu vv+ J ".

of soi.re of iis lìiost iate::esti;:.E i:l'.ges.rt C:li'lsi-Læj-iV

¡ncl lli sJ-,orv sêê'- q í-.n -r-r,--escnl e :--O¡e baianCed- V'i e:,' -ine vv¿ t

tlra'L ii Clea::l-1r reCognì zes 'Ûire ¡iocìe3n i:recì.i Cåìliel1t , 'l'or,

as D t;ircy ccnt'i nues:

l{um¿in beings canno'r, be treaied- a-s íite'=.st-tiabl e
biiings and- -ûhe cou-rse of Ìristoi'y ca¿:i:ot -oe

pred.icied. F::ee',',rill, xloT"ais' and reJ-igion þ?-t"
ätt to be 'be-fien info accou-ni, and if lçe believe
in Gocl v¡e a.re bou-ncÌ to ihinli of I'iini e-s iiot onl j¡
creating l::aî but iì.i::eciing nian to '¿jri,'.i encl for
r,iÌ:icÌr he was creð.tecl-, Irrovi dence therefore is
behinci a-nci in hi s-i,ory. (13 )

Tl¡re e:iisience of 'c¡'iis sha.rp c'l ea.vage in ou'Ûl oolc

ñ1-.i^h..- lri ei^r.j rnq qrrri nrs f ,:Oti tire inCO;:S-i StenCieS ando-h.l\JIIó lili) uvr ¿c'r¡p J.ur !rrtlu ¿ J

uncel:La'ìn|ies i^¡ii-î ch prevail- iir rnu-cÌr of the tiriniting

d.one b)r i,iod.ern ntan. Inconsis'öencies, i¡ecause 'ìn tiris

Éì¡,.e of sneci¡-l-'ì ZatiOn e-ncj- Ce:>ar-t,t.lenie.l-iza-uio:r in al-i

;;".;""'.r-;"t.ning, hrstor, ,tr-" a.l-lor¡ed iNselr to be
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labe'ìled, pigeonholed, a.nd redivided., io the l.oss of all-

internal unity, and luiih resulting disiortion and. inba-I-

a-nce. Uncertaii:ties witi: regard to its or,;n position

beca-use of the host of recent t"riters and schole.rs ,tno

represent rnany differing viet+ points. Sone, like

äierì<egaa.rd e.nd Barth, have opposed revelation to histor¡r,

and in so doing have ruled. oui all hope of relatiirg

heaven and earth, grace and. nature" Others, âs v¡e ha-ve

qêêrr rirre a scientific interpretation of hÍstory; andpvvr¡l c>+' "

this involves a mot'e or I ess futite aiternpt to banish

thenselves fron iheir r',rritings" Still oihers, lilce Croce

and Co}lingl+ood., r+ith their va.rying forins of histo::ical

idealisi'n, have aroused a great deal of controversy; bu-t

thei r d.esire for a rapprocheniei:t betr.¡een philosophy and

history is su-reJ-¡r io be corn¡:rended- a-s a- step toward the

return to unitlr and. l"¡holexless. History, if it is to be

of any value for mani<ind, can no longer be separa'Ûed- front

obher branches of knot,rledge nor divided internally v'¡ithin

iiself. I:.{oreover, a return io unity does not inply a.

return to the past, for, like truth and. goocìnessr tL:'nityit

es its Laiin d.eriva.tion clearly inC.icâ-tes, is essentially

one, alihough its outr'tard form may vary from age fo ageo

DtÂrcy notes that

llistory has suffered by being taren f9r a serious
ilã 'liäientificlr subjeêt long after the physica-l-
Sciences had esta.bl-ishecl thernselves and taken over
[frõ fi"fd of knovrledge. Philosophers, tgor "'rithin"ir strict stand.ard.s as to v¡he-t constituted
t<nowfeOge have þg"l chary,gf,"tuitting the
pref ensions or nl-sËory. I'J+/
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He then ;oroceeds to define rlhistoricismrr as tfpiri losophy

n-F hi.qtnz.r¡rl . this r,thOle l:OOk iS ri¡fitösn -flni- rha nr:rnnv* ¿¿:uvv¡ J ! 1,.tll-S 1,'IAOle DOOK l-S riJ-f l-trEen --* v-¡v uqÀ i--Se

of demonstrating, first, 'bhe possibility and, secoodl-y,

the va",'ue of this as a field of study. iftere the

his'Lorian must of necessity have a. rnicrocosnic view, as

he records the sequence of historical- events, the

iristoricist, aecording to DtArcy, Lr-ses a macrocosmic

approach in the endeavoLir to find any underlying unities
and patterns vrhich may serve as gi-rides tov¡ard a better

undei'standing of the meaning of history as a r'¡hole. The

I .qi..1-.or thar.afnr-e lrn.s tho aflVAntaS"e 6f 'l-rai ¡e na-,-¡.i ++ed
Iqu9ç¡ , vtlv¿ 9!vI vt ItqÈ u:rv Lrgvu¿¿vsLóv v¿ vvJÁ¡6 rvv¿¡!!vv

to exceed the bound.s of the historian qua- histori-an,
¡r+l^^,,^.ì.. +r-^ exaçt line of dernarça-tign Ca-nnot be sharolvA-LL.j.fUL{ófl \r¡¿\J V-Àq\7(/ III¡ç VI uv¡r¡q{ ve-vMl vcr.¡¡l¡vv UE p¡¡q¿t/¿J

defínec'l'.

Toda-y there are nany ;ohilosopirers and historians

r,',rho deny the icossibifitv of a philoso;ohy of history, ând

among those r.¡ho do accept it as a field of study, not all
egree l'¡ith Dtl:ircy. One of ihe rûaior sources of clisagree-

meni centres around the ttwhy did it happen??? in histor'5r,

ott in otirer i'¡ord.s, the nature of historical explana.cion.

If the only process of explanati-on allowed is of tile type

erçJ-oyed in scientific thÍnking, then, a_P.jiorir ro
i ¡.1- a-¡r-,¡a.l- qt i n- ì ø 1¡ì e{- n-nrri¿¿¡sv¿ rr rrr. rlrÞvlrr y is acln:issibt* ,t""r*"", lJa-lsh

--^.: '^+ ¡-l *^ +Ì'n+riid.rfludrrlÞ ur.¡cr.u

Histor¡r diífers froni ihe natural sciences in that it
is not- the airn of the hisio::ian to formulate a systerir
n.¡ r'ê.nêÌââ't r¡'.,^. 'hr,È +hiS dOeS ngt mean that nO SUCþL.rI 15sl.lslcr-L Jd-vvÞ¡ wt,Lu uf

lalvs are presupposed in historical thinking. ,Infact---the historian does nake consiant use of
generalizations, iil pa-r'ticular generalizations about
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öhe d.ifferent tvays in r,¡irich hu_rnan beings react io
differenö i',inds of situetions. iìistory thus
presupposes,general oropositions about hunan
nature... (15)

The development of a phii-oso;ohy of history
depends also on the possibility of the a.ttainment of
objective truth. Firstr âs l'u,=alsh reninds us, r¡e must

be carefu-l to note that historica.l object,ivity is
radically different from scientific objectivity'because

the historian deals r¡¡ith r+h¿it is largely unpredictable,

namely personaliËies, both ii:dividuall1r and in groups;

^- J .:- ¡-rr.r+-.r^- ç^ì''ì.:*^ .lS he dOeS tti-r,hin theSecllltl ¡ I¡¡ (zLtLtI 9l- rJrr , ¿ cl-irIIIi; c

categories, he is actuall-y scudying hÍnself. Hence there

is Ð. certain element of subjectivity al',tays present ¡vhich

rules out conrplete scientific inparËial-ity" Tìre historian,
hotuever, deals elso wiih concrete fact, the veritability
of r.¡hich can be proved by rneans of eye-r.litness and d.ocu.nient.

The probl en of su-bjeciivity involves not only r^¡hat

is r+ritten buö also the writer himself, for it is
ì ndi snlrf.ahl c tLñ't- .r^--app of nersonal hi ns i s nresent.Ll-!\¿IÞj-rL,LUqLJ-Lç lJIIciU Þ\.,,11l.¿Ç¿:;I çE \J! ,vvÅ ËvrlÇlJ U¿qÈ ¿È lJ¡ vi

in all historica'l ryriting. If , for e:',anp'ì e, Ï feel that

St" Tiroma.s à Becket r.¡as misund.erstooC and unjustJ-;r trea-ted,

f vrill be i nclined to describe }Ienry II in ra'¿irer harsh

terns" Thus a rnature anpreciaii on of any particular

hisborical roork presupposes a knowledge of ihe point of

vierv of the author. j;nd., tiltirnately, it is his at'titude

to rnoral and ¡aeta-pirysica.l iruth ithich is most vital, because

this deternines atl- his thougJ:t and is, in consequencer the
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decisive factor in formi-ng a sta-nda::d of judgenient to be

¡nn]i od i.n e:elr sinsl e errent and to the r.vl:ole cou-rse ofgrL/rvJ¿vg vv

iristorl'. iilalsh points ou-t

Ëhai historia-ns aÞplroach the pasi each v¡iiÌl iris ol.dn
philosophicat ideas, and- 'ühat this has a ciècisive
èffect õn 'Lhe t';ay they interpret it.----dii'ferences
betlyeen historians are i n 'ûhe l-ast resort
dj-fferel:ces of phiJ-osophies, and wireihei' we can
resolve i;hem depends on lvhether v're can resolve
pirilosophical conflic'cs " (16)

To this DtArcy adds a i,'¡ord of r¡'ra-rning to the

effect that a historian naY not

talte a sei of noral or. religious id-eas and principles
and foist them on the huraan scene. If he d.oes this
he ma-y show hinself a good nora-Iist or e- lr'orthy-
nrôîrâ.oandisi of a faibir, but he is exploiiing hisiory"
l/Á vrJsbv-¿¿u

tfre- jü¿gement musi arisð naturally and- al-niost
inevítably out of tl:e facðs, a concl-usioh wirj-ch is
seen bo bä con'ûaíned. in the'prenrises. (i7)

The vi-ial , universal signifi-carice of histor-y for

êrrê-..Innân nprrnot be overenil¡ha.sized. Each of us, blt the
v v v¿ y r¡rlJ¡¡

fact of our existence, is a pa-rt of the hisiorical process,

and. uo one can avoicl- the responsibility of d-eciding what

his or,"rn particular role shou-Id- be.

Our fine-l interpretation of histor;r is the most
sovereign decision '.¡e 

can take, and it is clear
ihat everyone of us, ê-s standing alotle in the
rrrrir¡crse--has to taice it for hirnself . It is ourq:l¿ v

d ecisioir'about rel igion, a-bou-u our 'cotal
atLitud e io tl:ings, . tqd' a-bout the i'ra-y we v¡i 1l'
a.cpropriaie life"' (1S)

Pr"ofessor Galbraiin has renrarked (19) that

medievat historia.ns are in rnost circl-es stil-j- tinderraied

at tne present time. And it 'u^¡as Professor Little, vlho,

at the end. of his liÎe afber ma-ny years devotedly given

to roedieval research, made the follo1'¡ing profound conment

su,riming up a]l tira-Û stucry, experience and insight ha-d
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+. ^.. ^ì^+. l^.i -- .\Jet¿ÈlLl t/ II-L¡it .

In the Itiicidle -a.ges lnost good and serious-ninited people
worked for the gloi'y of God: no1'¡ they irork for the
good oí rûan - or ra'ûher of some füen - not very
successfully, orving to ntisbal<en ideas of t;hat is good.
There are two Great Con¡:andnents: and u-nless and until
both are kept tire lvorl-d i^riII be a lop-sided place. (20)

The contemporary situa-tj-on l''¡ithi n the real-m of

historical studies, to which our attention has been drawn

above by reference to some of the controversi-es a.nd comraents

arising from recent ínvesti-gaiions a.nd research on the parË

of nedievalists, points clearly to tl:e fact that ihe history

of tl:is pe::iod has, siill, nruch of value io disclose to tile
^; -.."t ^ " i nÄ¡.1 ^-r ,,,^!.r.--i - ., scholar.ÞIl16IC-ilI-LII(IË\,t ciIILi U-rf UJ-J- Jrró

TiÌren our minds turn to sr-lrvey the past, there is no

doubt that the¡r find. nruch in history rthich is interesting

for its otlll Sake because of the nultitude of men a.nd r^ronnen,

both good and ba"d r.rhose a-dventures, since tirey are true,

are nlore thril-ling than even the most highl-y irnaginative

fiction" ^A.nd yetr once tirese tales have been rela-ted, the

human rnind j-nsbinctively inirod-uces cornpa-rison and contrast

in the effort to understand the past in terms of r'¡hat Ís

knovm by personal e:cperience. Thus, it is essenbial bhab

v.re strould ask lvirai light ihe pasi can shed upon -r,he present,

especia-lly since our modern age aclcnowledges many unsolved

fund.a.menbal problems related to mants position in the

u-niverse, and also since öhe prevailing outlook is one of

rr',-rnor-taintrr disillusionn:eni a-nd even despair. In under-ur¿v er vs4¡¿vJ t

taking a si;udy of the past, ÏÍe must not fail to realize Enat
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alth.ough history does not, es Tirucydides thoughi, repeat

itsetf , events and circumstances var¡ring fron a'ge to â8êr

st,itl , human nature remains essentially the same; ar:d for
-t,his rea-son all painstaliíng endeavour i s bou-nd to be

fruitful.
In Cicerots Cay one of the chief reasons for the

stud.y of the pa-st i"Je.s thai Îlplena exemploi"um est

historialî. (21) ThÍs, the classic¿] pagan attitud-e to

historicel ',,Iriting, is also found in Plutarch; and-

Tacitus declared. tha-t the irnpulse rvllich l-ed him to write

rr¡as the desire: rtne virtutes sileantur r-rtque pravis

dictis factisque ex posteritate et infa-raia meius sitr! " (22)

Instances of supposed d.ivine intervention in human affairs

are recorded; bu-t wherever the ethica-I notive ì5

predominant the virtues lauded or vices condemned are seen

as natural qualities aco,uired ihrough human effort.

The advent of Christianíty gradually wrought a

conplete change of outlool< as -t,o the meaning of hisüory,

but there r.ras no c] early defined express.ì on of it until the

time of St. Í.ugustine, Du-ring the first three centuries

there r¡as only a rela-t,ívely srlall group of Christians

surrounded by a. hostile pagan world l'¡ith lvhich no

possibility of reConciliation r,'¡as seen. Attent,i on YIaS

focused on the joys of heaven, íor Christls message had

been interpreted. as signífying that the end of all- things

v¡as at hand. After the official recogni-tion oí Christianity



-/- ro-

a change becaroe evid-ent; and it was St. ;iu.gustine 'i^trho,

r^¡itl-r r,uisdom aird. insight, worked out a ner^¡ and specifically
Christian definition of history" In the lengthy De

Civilgt9_!-ei he shor^¡s that historyr ås knovrledge of the

past, can never be more than inconplete and uncertaÍn.

:ibove this hisiory, bherefore, he sees a higher forn of

histor¡', historia ipsa, which is a plan¡ âo ordo ternporum

belonging to Divine Provi-dence; and his ain j-n lrríting this
r¡¡ork r,ras to describe the gradual unfolding of Godrs plan as

it i-s revealed in the evenbs of huma-n history' lis DrArcy

rema.rl;s, Augustine r,'¿as concerned to rrprove the debility
of pagan ideals a.nd the gre-ndeur of the Christian

revelationrt. (23) In so doing he

adnits no fraternization between the Civitas Dei and.
the Civitas Terrena---. Peoples and cívil-izations
rise and fal-l, and iheir di-stresses are due to sin.
rrr^ ;rr,ñr, õ+: .^ ^ !r^^ ^^ì .1 *_nfl icteo ttound.s of man areIU J\UåLtÞUII]s lrllç ùçJ-I-J
far nore noticeabl-e than his grot,¡i¡1g çs]fare, and
by enphasizing----r,his fact, he prevents a.ny false
nntìmi.q,,'n and underlines a tT^uth whici: nust be takenvI/ v +¿¡¡Å p¡¡¡ \

aècount of in any philosophy of history. (2b)

Ilevertheless, DtArcy does not a-gree r"¡1th iia-lsh (25)

a.nd Port aLi6, (?6) that a case could be made out for

;iugustine as bhe íirst to ha-ve produced. a philosophy of

h-ì qf.nr.r¡- tTi s .eìâcfnr¡ênf. i s baSed On the faCt that herIJùVVÀJ. ¡¡!Ð sÅõ*¡::v¡¡v

interprets åpgustine as hol-ding that the ea.rthly cÍty Ís

to be patienËIy endured rather Èhan io be considerecl a
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preparation for the heavenly city; and therefore the

appropria-r,e term to be ai:pliecl ís theology of history.

This a-pparent eontradÍction of vieitpoinË is reconciled

by Copleston, r+ho poi-nis out that

to tire christian history is necessarily of profound
importance. It r¡ias in hi-story lhat rnan fell, in
history tha'i; he v¡as redeemed: it j-s in history,
rr?irtc.1^ê.qsi -,^r r? +l^1+ *l.a Rnri¡¡ ni" t''1ì¡r.ì St On eaftìf gllOI.IS
lJr \rÉ3r çÐÐJ V gJ-y t UIlc" v u¡Iv lvuJ v¿ vr¿¿ ¿

änd-develops- ánd. that Godts plan is _unfol-ded, To the
Christian.- hj-storv, apart'from the data of revelation
is shorn óf its signifícance: iL is smal-l lvonder,
then, that trugustiñe looked on history from bhe
Christian stañd;ooint and that his outlook I'¡as prirnarily
spiritual and rnõral, If_ we _speak. of a philosophy of
hisiory in ,{ugu-stinets bhougiit, the l.¡ord rphilosophyt
must bê und.erstoocÌ in a v¡ide sense aS Ch::is-,,ian
wi scior,:.---the lphilosophyt oÍ history, as l':e und_erstood
it, is the d_i scêrnment of the si:i i'ittr-al and noral
-; ðñ; ri ao¡1sç of historical l:i:enoilìena and eVents. Indeed,Þl.ÉrI-LIJ9C'.tIUs VI ¡¡!tevr

so*far as there ca-n be a phil-osopny of history ab all,
the Christian ab least lrill agree '¡¡Íth Àugustine that
only a_ cl:ristian philosophy of history can ever approach
ade[uacy. (27) -

The inporta.nce of st " Åugustine f or the i'iiddl e Ages

'l ies in the fact that he gave r-¡ritten e:cpression to rvhat tuas

'to become, for the ney,t thousand years, the accepted approach

to hì st,orj-ca-l Ínteøpretation in ro¡estern Europe. Tirroughout

the greaËer part of thi-s periocl there is a.n ahiiost u-niversai

una-nimity concerning the ilurpose and value of history.

For example, the nonastic found-ation of liearmouth-

Jarrov¡ l{as, in the early eigÌ:tn century, the honte of Bede,

i^¡hose v¡orks bea-r the narlcs of a close acquaintance r'¡ibh

St. ,ú-ugusiine. For him, like his great predecessor, history

rnay be regard.ed_ as a loolci-ng-glass in which is seen

reflectec the rvorking ou-t of the Ðivine i'iill- ín the lives of

men. In conbenplaiing history ttad imitandum bonuni aucÌitor

sollicitus instigatu-r; seit mal-a co¡r¡nemoret de pravis,
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nihilonrinus religiosus ac pius aud-i ior sive lector devítando

quod- noxíum esb ac perversuíl, ipse soller'Ûius ad exsequenda

ea quae bona ac Deo C,igna esse cognoverit, aceendj-tur.rr (28)

His main thene is the introducti on of Christianity into

Britain and the progress of the Church throughout the island.

The enpirasi-s j-s aII^iayS on rûanis depenOence on the lldivina

oo / nn\ 1 . 
-1- J -^ !lpr-e1,as,, \¿y) ',yhich, in the u¡ords of the Collect, fto::dereth

o1 'l {-l¡i øæo i - heaven and ea1"thll .éJJ. rrl,lJ.¡lóù Jrr

so much for Bedets purpose in wL:iting the Eccl-es-

iastical History of the Ðng1isL]tlation" Tt is noru necessa-ry

to glance at his metl:od. FIe is careful to list his va.rious

authorities a"nd tileir qualifications in ihe preface and

concludes with a p]ea. to the reader tlut si qua in his quae

.eerinsimlls a.liter flrrâìî1 se veritAs habei pOSita repererit,¡?vI !ì/g¿Ixuu

non hoc nobis iniputet Qui, quoC Vera lex historÍae egtt

simpliciter ea qu.ae farna vulgante collegimus ad iusbructi-

onea, posteritatis l-iteris mand.are studuinus.lr (31) i"Jhere

possibl-e he quotes documents, and whetl first-hand- evidence is

u.navailable he never fail-s to acknolsledge this fact. Ti:us,

his clearness, honesty and. sound learning have been lauded by

every generation of historians; anc it is 
"'rorth;r 

of note that

a high degree of critical scÌrolarship ín the field of histor5'

(r"¡itirin, of course, the lir,iits set by the a-ge in r^rhich he

lived-) is not lacking in tiris period.

The grounc] ha.s nor.¡ been prepal'ed for an examination

of tire geire::e-l be-ckgr-ound in ro¡hich medieval hisioricai
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trribing greiJ and blossomed. The curve oí devel-opment,

as Galbraith ()Z) notes, follor";s ihe fortunes of

monasticism. A l:igit irea.k t+as reached at 'the tÍrne of

Bede, íolloited by a decl-ine through tl:le ensuing dark

nerind in iJu¡rstRnis rJR..'enrt that of his imnedia.te}/v¿ Àvu

cì1nêôqq^'/ãq :ìì'*rC then â oetr" ând- stead.y ríse upward to the

ti,¡elfth and thirteen-bh cenLuries. U;,r until tire thirteentir

century history t'¡âs never a part of secr-tla-r med-ieval

educa.ti on r for it continu.ed to be a- by-pz'oduct of tire

re] ip'ior:s'life. Àt the sa.ne time this period e:<hibited-4 v*:¿f¿

nlan)¡ varied forms of his.boricai r,vriting, for ì t i¡as a tinie

wjren ttthe conrr-i lation of annals and the ','rriting of
nÌ¡rn:r-ì n'1 ac marnnì -r.q -l i rraq ^f i¡i na'c ¡nrl Sp.i nt S elfençllt U11-l-\,J\tÞ, irlçtiJ. I ù, I¿ v vÐ (J¿ -r!Ilróù c'flLr arç-IltvÐ, s v çr¡

autobiograpiry beca.ne a serious preoccupation both r'¡ithin

tlre cloisier and. in the church e-t lerge"rr 3:) Tjiis l-ove

n'î -i-.ho n¡st erri nnc,r] hr¡ lrntlr ';^ol i r¡'i nlrs and SeCUleif Cl efj-CS(r¿ uI¡çt Iuciùu 9v¿¡¡vvu vJ ¿vvt¿ I vr¿ö!vç:p

snranø frôn rrtheir desire io see ii co¡::u¡li'bted. io l',rriting

so that it shoulcl not be forgo'üten anci thert oLhers ri:ight

benefit from e-11- the lessons it helCr íor the future.rl (34)

Peter the Venerebl-e, for e::anple, praises history and those

rvho r.¡r.j-ie iir iir a. Iengtiry pa-negy¡ic, oart of r,''¡hi cl: is

sufficient to ind.icate -t,he ienou-r of ihe l'¡hole:

Curnclue d.i cat Deo divj-ru-1s..1:salmus TtCo-nfiteantu-r tibi,
Do¡rine, onmier- opera tu.a (Þsal" CXLII/) ¡lt_*"c est_l-audare
de onníbus operibu-s tuis, clu-oniodo de il-Iis operibus Deu-s
laudabitur o,uae nesciunbu-r? SuonoCo ab hiu, qui ea non
tri Äaprrn# -Äi o-t,,r -i Si diCaniU-f? QUOnfOdO in fnemOfiavIuçr Llllu t ÞuJ-';rruulr , rr!.
recedentium et sucôedi-entiu-n terrporu-rn permanere poteru.nf
nisi Scribantur? et cun oIû1-iS sive bona, sive Ina.-l-a.r o,uae
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vel volente vel ;oernittente Deo in nundo fíunt ipsius
p-l ori fi e,eti one. et Ecclesie. a.edificationi inservireó-LVl ¿r À vuv¿vr¿v t

de'oeant, si ea honines la'ûuerunt, o.uoinod.o de his aut
Deus glórificabitur, au-t Ecclesiá aedificabitu-r. (35)

This s¿u.*,ie thene is borne out by the åqqlo-Saxen
ñl.-¿,^¡i n'r o '.'!-j sl1 too-etìrer r,,'itli Åsserts biograpiry oí ÅlfredvtlJ- (-/rl+!é:, \'v¡a!v¡r vvbv e¡¿v¡ I

and ti:e anonynious Vijr-a Ed,lqgl:d:L number anong the fei^.' extant
.frrô]^l..q. h.i-ì rìrrj ¡^. +t^ ^ la^+r.'^^'^ D^r ^ ^sr tÌ:e revival of-* **o---3 Ulf U ¿o-.LJ Us tJ\!\ttJlr IJçLlç o'IlLL

historical l.riting after ihe i'ioi'ntan Conquest. For exaniple,

tne d.eath of Edltard- (36) son of Edgar is sur,rjred u-p in the

Peterborousil version of the Chronicle in ti:e Ío] Ioi,';ing terse

IIIIEìf, ¡

I'io r'rorse deed iuas done iir Engl-and than this 1'ía-s,
Si-nce tirel' (tfre English) carce to Britainn

j.ien ü-rurC,-ered hin,
Bu-t God. honourecl hin"

fn l-ife he r',¡as an earthlY king-
i\ior.r :fter death - ìre ì s ^ L^^--^*'r =- ^aini"I¡UIJ t <r.I Ur=r uvsv¡r *') ct IIçaV VI¿J-J È

Ilis earthly ltinsmen
tr'Iould not a-venge him,
Bu-t his heavenlY father

lias greatly avenged- him"
The eerthllr tïul'derers wanted to l¡lot out

F'iis menory on eartn;
But -uhe ;\veirger on high has sirrea-d abrtoad-
His ner,rory in heaven and on earth"
Those t^¡no before would not
Bor,,¡ do'uvn io his ]-iving body.

They nolt' hunblY
Bend on their knees to his dead bones.

Now v¡e are able to understand
That nenls rtisdorc,
And inirigues,
And their counsels
.åre as noi:ning
Against God-1s-will- " ú7)

In sharp contrest to the schola-rly and critica-l

ailproech found in Bedets liistorv,r'thich l'¡ås 'l'*lcitien in

narra-tive forui, the annals and chronicles t'fere at first

n:erely a rni scella.ny of chronological notes most of v¡hich
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had originated soon after the arrival of Augustine in
England. In the early stages they consisted inainly of

a collection of jottings on the margins of tì:e pages on

v¡hich tire nonics )'ear by year calcul-aied and- recorded the

date of Easter; and to these vre-re added portions of old

songs and royal genealogical lists' Ïn the monastic

scriptoria these vÍere copied and graduallf amp'l ified front

other Sources, nåny of v¡hiCh haVe not been preserved" But

the resuli of so¡ce of 'bl:ese corpilaiions exists in tne

,1.nglo.-Saxoq Cl:ronicl-e in its several i'ecensionsr one oí

these i:a-ving been referred to above"

since the medieva_l historiographer had his task set

clearlSr before hinr, his rna.nner of presentation lva.s also

predeterniined, The r'rork of discovering a-nd expou-nding the

Divine pian, âs lve have seen, includes two steps: firsf,

the gathering and recording of fa-ctual evidence, and

second.Iy, interpreta.tion and judgeiaent in accordance lui-th

the d.eclared. end in vieÌ.¡. It has al so been previousJ-y

pointed ou-t thatr âs a rnari believes so he lrribes; but

erÂrareness of this fact does not al-Ior,v us to discredit or

discount the woric of historians l,rho frankly a,dnrit iÌreir

bia-s. Thus we r11ay nei-r,her aCCuSe medieVal ',,rriters of

putting dovnr only what would give rveight to 'Ûheir convi-c-

{-i n.ac -n^-¿r q11....nn{- *,ìn¡{- +1¡a¡r p'l ta;-erì i'actS tO SUit tj:eUiOIflj, lluI- ÞLLötrçrÐ(/ tJ¿¿aU virsJ q¿vv¿ vs Àsv

ca.use i.ihich tìrey u-pheld. i,liren Coilingrtood sa.ys Niret

tlscissors and paste =,.fa.s tlte only iristoi'ical mettrod- knor'.rn

to----the l'1id-d.}e ,û"gestr (3ii) it is this sort oí e-pproach
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'ûo l,rhi ctr he refe:.red-. Á.ccordin¡; to ìritn, the esclia-tological

el-emen'Lr so pronounced in niedieval historiogra.ithers, is an

intrusion by r'ùicir Ìrlte may lçnol i'rith certainty that some-

thing ha-s gone Ì'rrrong r,'¡ith thei r fundanental- coneeption of

hi-storyrr. (39) Ile goes on to sa¡r 6¡ut the theocentrì c

ou-tlook of the üiddle 3.ges is so predominant the.t the

lrlrrork of providence in history (is) recognized in a way

which leaves nothing for ma.n to dotl. (e0) It is true that

traces of this tendency tol¡ard- human passivity are found to

he nreseni: in ^'r,.a^ñ+ ^r^Þr' pçre- bl:t it iS dOUbtfUl tira.i itc'.J-llluùlJ \'V\=.LwV Ç-óçt Uuv Jv r

has ever been as all pervasive as Collingivoodts

generalization would seem 'to indicate. The outline of a

sol-ution to this problem is cliscernible as soon as l^Ie begin

the searcir for a- balance betr',reen extremes" It is not a

simp'l e matter of choice between a Providence who overrules

¡l I t.þr ê lrnnes ^"".i Àa-.i æn- ¡F ',l^"-c¡i +-r -.nd self-sufficientel-L t/Il\: 'rlvy çÐ aiILì (¿|jÞJ-ðIIÞ (JI IIL¿IucriIJ uy t a

nan who considers hinsel-f master of his orim destiny, The

vrords of St" Thornas itquinas, although written a century after

the period und-er discussion, are relevant and applicable, and

rrlaf tüell serve as a guide to a more cortlplete ansÌser to this
nar-onnìâl nroblem for the his'b,orian. It may not be aniss toyv¿ v!¡¡¡Às

point out that the genius of the v.¡ork of SL. Thomas ís based

not on Ínnovation of ideas but on synthesis, and- as su.eh it

serves to provid.e bot,h unity aird bal ance in philosophical

thought" I¡,rl:at St. Thomas aims to dernonstrate is ihat mants

will ís noved by God to the ffabsolute good necessaríl1r and to
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particul-ar goods indeterrninately, so that liis rnovement l-eaves

it (tfre will) free to choose or not choose, and free to choose

one or another oarbicula-r goodrl " In the r,rords of the

Su¡r,rtia Th€ gl oLi_ae :

Dicendu.m quod Deus rnovet voluntatem hoioinis, sicut
universa-J-is niotor, ad universale obiectum voluntaiis,
o,uoC esb bonurn" Et sine ha.c unj-versali motione homo
non potest a-l-iauid velle" Sed. hon'o per rationem
deterruinat se ad volendurn hoc vel il}ud.. quod est
vere bonus vel apparens bonu.mrr " (t+2)

I{ere Ís tÌre basis of a sound, wel.l-reasoned explanation of

tne rnode of Divine-hruran co-operation j-n v'¡orld hisiory.
Collingwoodls reference to rlscissol's and pasterr

rnetÌroCs points to another intportant factor r',¡hich nusi be

ad.equately trea-ted. The riiedieval lrriter, urhile ar.ra-re of his

di-ity to record only e-scertaj-na-ble fact, triias at the same time

ar¡are of his l-irnitations due in part to poverty of source

material, and in part to his freo,uent dependence on

unverifiable evidence and conflicting witnesses. Ä

distinction must, therefore, be made bett¡een past irisLory

a.ird contemporary history" Ordericus Vitalis makes thls clear

in Ë]:e preface of his t,tork:

Quan:vis eniln res lilexandrinas, seu Graecas, ve1 Romana.s,
aliasque relatu dignas indagare nequearii, quia claustralís
coenobite- ex proprio voto cogor irrefraga.biliter ferre
monachilem obsei'vantiarn; ea tamen quae nostro tempore
viiii, vel in vicinis regionibus accidisse cornperiç elaboro,
coad.juvante Deo, sirnpliciter et veraciter enucleare
;oostérorurn ind.afini.- (l+3J

Several noter,vorihy changes in historical writing
appear after the i'lorrian Coirqu-est. That change tras needed is

ind.i-caied by a number of el-eventh and tv¡elfËh century r,,rriters

including I'trilliam of iaalmesbury lrho ïirrote in his Gesba,Rçgurn
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Änglorum the-t frveruntamen littet'aruni et religionis siudia

aetate procedenie obsoler¡eru-nt, non paucis ante ad'¡entun

liorrnannoru-rr'r ânoislt" (f+Lþ) Thus tire u-nion of the i'lorroan

and Ânglo-Sa:con cror^Jt'Is came ab the a-pproprieLe riloaent to

give a ne\^¡ inpu'l se to hj-storiogra-phy, l.¡itir ¿ ¡s5¡r-ft'ing

increa-se in both the amou-nt and -ühe o,uali-ty of l'iriting"

Charl-es Gross says that the ruost tangible effect of the

l{orrnan Conquest upon the ehronicles of England. r'¡as to

widen their horizon, and. to r,:aice their treatment of history

Iess iirsular and ntore cosmopol-itan; thís wa.s air inevitable

resu.lt of the closer contact of Engla.nd. with Lire continent. (+5)

i,ia-ny i'iiorrnan r¡ionasteries Ì'/eÍ'e, åi the time of the

Conqu-est, seats oÍ learning; a.nd iir tire centui'y and a- ha-lf

irn¡:rediabely follor'.riirg I't-ill iaml s amival in Engl and, li-orlnan

noniis crossed the Cl:annej , bringing t"rith ihen their high

standard of learning and i,¡riting. Boih Lanfranc and iinselrir

had taught in the sâme school, tha.t of the Benediciine

nonastery of LeBec in NorinandY, i"¡hicir at this period itras

highly renor,¡ned a-s a. centre of 'l earning; bhus, ês leaders of

r.he ïlnøli.sh ehur"ch it is not surprising that they rirere rnost
vrfv !¿¿Cf*4vÀ¿

influ-ential- in stiinulating the d-evel opraent of an Í'nglo-üor¡nan

historio¡;raph¡', âs distinct frorn both the Angl6-$4'en

chronicles and the ldor¡rran historicat vriting of bhe type of

lrlilliant of Poitiers r"¡hose biography of Duke 'r.iillian (Ges'ba

Guilelirii Ðucis) is futl of rtconstant flatterlr oi' his ol"rn

master, and.----franLic hatreC toivai'ds Godr,,¡j-ne ancl Ha-roldrt. (,t+6)
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This ner'l era in historical v,rriting l.Ias merlted by

several iraportant cÌraracierisLics. One of these is the

gradual substitution of Latin for ihe verna"cular as the

r¡ritten language or liiera.ture. It ttas only at i,forcester

and la.ter at Peterborough tha-t national history con'r,inued

to be recorded in the national tongue u-ntil the beginning

of the reign of l-lenry I. (1+7) irnoiher result of the

4,nglo-liorman union v.¡as the introduction of the idornan

genius for order and organízation into English litera-ry

as well- as constitutional fon-rs, (e"g" Nhe Ðoilresclay book) .

il third indica"tion of the blendiirg of 'cire tluo strains is

evident in ttre \'iorl( of Floi'ence oí ',i'orcester' In the

early tv'relfth centurY he

made a Latin version of ihe Anglo-Sa:con ChroLicl-e u¡hich
in spite of a mass of interpolations, alterationsr and-
the infusions of a foreignerts prejudice, Ceserves to be
remernbered because thereby lüorman hisioriography t^tas
grafted. onto the literary tradition of Engl ¿4¿ before
the I'trorman Conquest, and. so. inspired. â. rlê1¡r generation
of English historians. (/l,8)

The twel-fLh centu-ry sav¡ furiher developments in thÍs

new school of historical vrriõing. 0n the other hand., it did

no| entirely repla-ce the old, for r:onasiic annals and

chronicles diC not becorne extinci, Exanples of this type

are found in tlle Chronicle-of ;ibingdon ¡ionastery and in ihe

.ånna.ls of St" Edniunds; and the vnriti-ngs in this group are in

the form of loca} ecclesiastical hisiories, the general

affairs of the kingdonr being brought in onlY t';here bhe

ind-ivicl-ua.l- rnonasiei'y is direct'l y a.ffected" &.-Çt:is4!cfq
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of Jocelin of Brake'ì ond- is a vivid eye-witness accou-ir-i, of the

activities of tl:e jlbbots and monlcs of St. Edmunds at Bury

in the closing years oi- the tuelftir ceniury" Professor

Butler calls it a

mine of i-nforn:ation, not raerely abouL ihe life of a
great nionastery, but also concerning tl:e ne.na_.genient
Ãnrl or'.ani'zation of a vasi feudal estate, and
so¡:ethlng nore tha¡ ihat; for rr'ithin its ample
l-imiis the rtbbot was not merel Y tire rrrosi imirortant
tena,nL in chief . bu-., in addition Ëook the place of
the Ì(ingt s Sherífftt. (Iþ9)

î',Ihere tirese chronícles cover a longer period of tine the¡r

are ofien the itorle of several hands, -r'rith a- resuS-ting

confusion and la-ck of cl-assifica.iion. Holever, there is an

underlying significnåce to this l-ack of cohesiveness and

order, becaurse íi is evidence of ihe t¿riterrs bel-j-ef that

trhi qr.n-nrr r"râs â collective r",¡ork lvhich was supposed never to¡¡! I vv¿ J rísv .

be conipleted. These monks Ìcnew Ni:at the;' coul-d never Say

the last l,iorCi in historÍtr. (50)

This ;oeriocl also sa,r,",¡ the revival of in'Lerest in |he

r.6iting of universal hisiory follol'¡ing i;he earlíez' exarnple

of Íusebius and iiuggstine" TÌ:ese began either r^¡ith the

Cree-tion or witlt bhe Incarnat-ì on, a"nd continued to the

a-uthoris otfl.'I day" The reason for bhe inclusion of 01d

and. hier^r Testament history ivas tha.'ü, in tiris riå-yr historical

events might be seen in iheir propeÏ' conte>:t 'r¡iihin the

r,vhoie hi-stor¡r 9f saivation. I-lere, âs ¡iieror"¡ notes, i-s the

explana"tion of ihe fact tira'r; Ilin the i''lidcle .ages the

Iitera-'cnre of antiquiiy i.Ia.s largely suicerseded by i;he

liebrerv Serip'cr,rresllo (51) The l',"'nol-e sLrea.ril of histor:y irad
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already been dividedr by i-.ugusti ne into ti¡o r.iiain branches:

+'u¡ npanr-act- ^rrr ncri nd I enrìi nr¡ rrn i.n j-.he iìarì er':nJ-.i on . anclU!]v {Jl.-ClJc.l d-t/UI J lJEr l\-/u JÇc.s¿r¡¿5 sy vv

l-.hp qir'lrsênrr6¡f no-ni nrì ìn r^rl1içþ ihe r+Orld is St,ill l-iVinBru¡fç JL¿urvvuçl¡u !el !vv- rr¡

and. in i¡itich tl:.e Divine ì,ed-ernpl,ive pl-a-íl is grad-uall;r

nr.{- ¡n rl i -¡ r t n a]_1 lraif jlind .(tÀuvlrLrrlló uv (

The best nodel of ihe universal iris;ory i s Ûhe

chronicle of Bishop Oi;to of Freising itirose lrork enLitlecl-,

Iiisioria d-e Duqbus Clv-itat-ibus, bears a close reseriblance

to tlia.t of ;iugustine having e sirriilar nanÌe, s-nd l'Iritten

sevei] hund-red Years before.

That otto ha.d- a high concep'üion of the historianls

n-.--i r¡¡nrll-q<l¡ n¡:-.rol r¡ tn .qnÉ..1- #1"'r l-ìâ1r+la iS Cieef ffOnl a
IJ! ¿!¡!..¡ , .tIÇ-¿¡iVJ-J vV ÐYçal\ UItl., Uf uurr,

letter quoted bY '.'ier-ot'l:

Tire a-rt of iire histori¿'6 hes cer:tain things to clear
away âncl to avoid. and others to select and arrenge
p"operly; for it avoids lies and. tel-l-s the trlr--r,h. (5?)

I-lor',¡ever, he d-oes noi believe that ihis prevents hi¡n f::ont

cÌrar¡ing lessons froni the past, f or he hopes that in hi s

l,fork the

clevout read.er ma-y observe what is to be a.voicied in rrrunda-ne

ãffnir= ny- rea.soä of the countless rniseries l^rrought by
their unsta.ble character, a.nd---the studious a-nd

pa'iista'king investigttgl m-ay fild e record of past
Ë¡nneirinâs free frorrL al} obscurity. \ri)

l,Tith regard- to universâ.l ìristor;., .ris Xnglish (or in thj-s

ca.Se i,iornian) counterpa-rt is Ordericus Vital-is t¡¡hose somewhat

I os.qer merits r,i¡il1 be clisCu-ssed- belOtn¡" in breadth of
JV9Vv¡

knorvledge Otto is to be corapared r'¡iLh ]ris versa-tile Englisi:

coni,emllorery, Joirn of Salisbu¡y. All the lrlitings of this

German bishop exhibi'b a highly critical s¡:iri| r'¡hich malies
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his chroni cl-e a great landraark in rnedi-eval historiography"

I{is philosophy of history like that of Áugustine has a

predominantly teleological strain; ihis a.irn is to shov¡ the

transitory na-r,ure of the earthly in contrast to the

pernanence and stebiliiy of the heavenly.

^A.s is to be ezçectecÌ, the medieval vrriter is more

at honte in lvriting of the Church ihan of the State, and

is apt to overstress the influence of bhe persona.I will of

sovereign or bishop, Econoniic and socÍal factors are

rarely mentíonec1.

The econornic phenornena-poor harvests, famines, rises j-n
prices - are mentioned only i n relation to the cha{iìiy
of virtuous rnen" Political events are considered from
the vier,rrpoint of their religious inplications, -mainlythose ínlotving. relati ons between princes and Church
authority " | 5Ì+)

l'iolt tha'b the general background- has been prepared.,

the medieval r,uriters under discussicn may be exar:ined in
{-ha-i p ri ry}r.l-frrl ^¡++-i næ fTl^^ F^a+'..--^^ '.Licir have bgent IIeIl' I'J-g.lIUIUI SCUtJILIée f tIU IçcuL¿I rtÐ vr:',t.

broughi out in bhis prelÍmÍnary broad survey are those

v¡hich are nost essential- to an understanding of the period

and of its conben.oorary his'Lorical v¡ritings. The historical-

antecedents ín medíeva.l history and the riodern historical

approe-ch and aL-r,itude to the past have bcth to be ta-ken into

account before the indíviclual- lvriters are considered" Once

furnished rvith sone general lcnovrledge along these lines, 1^Ie

a.re provided v¡ith clirecbion signs to assist us in our search

for ln¡ha-t has nosi relevance and signiÍica-nce for present day

histori'cal- stud.ies" In each author, apart fronr an appraisal
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of his technique of writing, r*hich includes both la-nguage

and- styte, attention l.¡ill be g'iven to his approach to and

u.se of his material, and. a1so, vrhat is more basic, hÍs

underlying beliefs and motives, on l¡hici-r ultiraa-uel)' all his

rrorl( depends "
1¡'iltian: of i',-ral-mesbury aalr çs11 5. consj-de:'ed. first,

for in hin, as in his sligirtly later nanesake 'rlíllia¡r of

liler.¡hrrrs'lr. vre See a refleCtíOn of iile tlrelfil: century

iìenaissance in bhou-ght and leLters. This can be traced to

the inftuence of Lanfranc and Änseln lvhose dia'l ectic and

pnilosophy r,;ere largely responsible íor the spiriL and

neihod of bhe new historíography. In the eyes oÍ posterity

ytitliam of lr{alilesbury has all,rays l:etcl aL higir plerce enong the

a-u.thors of his centurY"

1¡or t,he nexi historia.n i t v¡ill be necessar)¡ t'o cross

the Channel in order to find ihe English born Order"icus

viialis r^¡ho spent the grea-ter pe.r'i of his l-ife in a I'[orrnan

n,^h¡e{-ar-rr Tr.e thUS refl-ects a d.ifferent pOint Of VielV; and
ll.j.UIlo-Ð|Jç¿ J . ¡¡

his ,¡¡ork is signifi-cant ì n tha.t it is patterned ullon the

u.niversa-thistor)rtypeofl¡hichrnentionhasbeenniadeabove"
Thirclly, the FÏis-t-o-Cla P-ont-L{ical51 of John of

Sa.lisbu.r1rand.a1sohis@.;oroVideu-swithaíurther

insiglit both info tire d.iversi tY of forli'r in histor^ica'I

..,-.iJ- i.¡e' nf tlls Nirelfth cen'cury and into its underlying unity
ITJI I UJ¿Tó VI V¡'

of purpose.

Finally,ihe9j@ofJocelinofBra.kelond
presenõs us wi th e picture of the inner r,,rorkings of a greai

med.ieva.l nonastery as seen through the eyes of 'Ûhe ntonic wl:o

ser\red. for some years as chal:lain to ihe ;\bbot '
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CH¡\PTER fï
',.,TLLI ¡ii''- CF l,.i.LidESBUiìY

tr'r'il.lian of Matrnesbur;ø is no-r,ed as tire first EnglÍsh

rlrriter after Bed.e to atiennpt to t¡ríie a- systeÌnatic genere"l

h'Í siory of Engla-nd as clistinct frorn a compila.tioir o.f facts

i n ehroirol oriinp'l qecrrêneê- I{e hinself t'¡as fu-]}¡t e1¡are ofII¡ 9!¡¡ V¡¿VÀVè)¿vçlr vvvsv¿!vv.

this fa.c'L, for the taslí Ìiies one r"¡liicir ire gladly and in

obedience undertooli a-s his life l,Iori(" I-iis fond-ness of

histo:"¡r qer' -ç_q 
and- the deartir of historica-l tv*riting on the

iii':rr.di ¡tc nest r,.rere the two factors 1,¡þì ch led hini to begin!r¡lrllvgJ e- v

his research aird l-itererlr activities. His ol^rn \,"JoT'ds in bire

Trrefece of Boolc Oire of tÌie g9,5tajiçgi¿g--}.4åLoÉug give a cl-ear

ancl detailed explanation of the situ.ation r',rhich existed- at

the tirne he took uP his Pcn:

Pres Angloru¡i gestas Beda, vÍr ma-xime doctus et ¡:rinime
orrnal.hrrs ab ád-vento eoruril in Britannian, usque ad- suosuqyv¡ vuu,

d-ies plano et suavi serä1one absol-vi t: Pggi euni- non
facilè, u.t ar'oitror, reperi-es c¿u-! historiis illius Spntis
Latina-'oratione texå:irdiè a-nimum dederit. l,Iiderint alii
se qu-id. earum reruÍl vel_ ja-m i-nvenerj-nt, vel polt haec
invénûuri sint; noster 'labor, licet in qua.erendo solj-citas
duxerit exeubias, frustra. ad hoc teriil:us consu-npsit operam"-
Snnt sane quaed.a:i: vetustaiis indicia chronico rtore et pa-trio
serrnone pef annos Doroini ordínata. Per haec senir¿rn
oblivioiris elu-ctari meruerunt quaecunque telnpora posf
illum viruni fluxerunt, i$e.nr de Eli+ard-o, (1) il-lustri et
-.aænir¡'nn r¡-it-n nrri nhr.onica. illa Laiine aggressus estII!'4óI¿IIJUv v¿r v t Ys¿

di[erere, praestãt silere; cujus míhi esset intentio
anlrno, sí non esseni verba fastidio, \iec Vero nostram
effugít conscieniiai:l dornini Ednerì -(2) sobria seri¡ionis
festlvitate elucubraLuin opus; in quo e rege ,Ìa-Cgaro orsu-S
usque ai. r.lilhelmutn primum rapiiirr tempora-perstrin"-;ii z e\
íncle licentius evagä'ous uscluè ad obi-tum i:insel rli archiepiscopi ,
diffusam et necessãr'i-arn historia.m sfudiosis exhibuit. fta
p"J.ãtu"n,j-ssis a teinpore Bedae du-centis ei viginbi e1, tribus
ännis, quos iste nulla memoria dignatus est, absque
I_itteiarum patrocj-nio claudicat cursus teräporunl i-n medio;



-34-

und.e rriihi turn propter patriae charitaten:, tum pz'opier
adLhortantiurli a-uctoritatem, vol uir'ca.ti. fu-i-i interru,ofan
teriiporum Serien sarcire, êt exarata barbarice Romano

selã condire. (3 )

Le,ter on in the conclu-sion of this same worlc, vrhere

he d.edicates the vol-ume to llobert, Ea-rl of Gl-oucester, he

makes the further assertion: lrprivatini ipse rnihi sub ope

Christi gratulor, quod contì nuam ;ingJ-oru-ni Ìristori ant

ordinaverim post Bedam vel- solus vel primus.lr (L)

The success of a-ny such endeavour depend-s on the

degree of learníng and. silill lvhj-ch have been accluired by

the au.thor; a-ncì. in iriilliâÍirs case there is aniple evidenee

of his breadih of lcnor,vleC.ge and sou-nd scholarship' The

date of his birth rerjlains uncertain, some ¿Luthorities

having placed. it before. the Conquest, (5) v¡hile others

find proof which seerns to ind-icaie thai he r¡¡as born as

late as 1090 1 (6) but apart from this bit of obscur"ity,

it is cl-ear tirai he spent most cf his life at the already

ancient Bened-ictine tnonastery of }¡ialnesbur¡r, l'ri-th possibly

a short interval at nearby Glastonbury. lle tells us that

es a boy he had. been a d.iligent student and had studied

literature, medì cine, eihics, and. above al'l , history rtquae,

jocunda quadarri gestorum noiitia mores condiens ad 'oona

sequencla, vel mala cavenda, legentes exenplis irriiat.Ìt (7)

Here is the first mention of '$filliamr s vierv as to

the pi.actical lourpose of history, a viei+ t^¡hicir he reiterates

elser^¡here in the ltrstoria Itoveffa, the sequel io the Gesta

TJ^-."*ILtiÌ:- L,r-!:r o

Quid. enira plus acl Ìronestai;is s;oectat cotninodum, quid
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conducibilius equitati, quani divinar¡ agnoscere circa
bonos indulgeniiani, et erga peri-vros (sic) vindictani?
Quid porro iocu-ndius quaüi fortium facta virorun
monin'rentis tradere'l i-r,terarurú, quoi"um exen:plo ceteri
e:fllant ignavian, et acl defend-énd-ail art:ientui patriar;i? (8)

In ad-d-ition to his otlrn personal qualifications he

had the a-dvantage of living in surrou-ndings l^¡hicir l.üere

exr:enti onaI'l r. l",rel-l furnished withvrlvv]/

material of all- kinds, d-ocunientary and traditiona.l, for
{-}rn nnpl-" hì sf,or¡¡ of Eno-land: and ffOn: the nUmbef Oíultç \tca-¿ -LJ ¿¿.L ü 9vr J vr ¿lr¿iÀq¡¿u , o:!¿u r À

autiroi"s r¡rith whon: he shoi."¡s himse'lf acqua.inted, even in
his early '¡orics, iN is evident lirp-tr r,'¿hat with the
libraries of these tv¡o houses (9) and his priva-r,e
neans of procuri-ng boolis, (10) ne had, i'¡hiIe still a
v€r;r you.ng rflar"L, access to a much v¡íd-er fiel-d. oí
reaäiäg tñan l.¡á-s open to roost of his coniemporaries. (ff )

Tl:is lvide reaCing includ.ed manl/ classical ¿ruthors, sonìe of

the ea.rly Fa-r,hers of tire Church, âs r'¡ell as a nuilber oí

eerl v nledi eval nhi i nqnrrhors 'i*^-^" +L^-e tO t+holrr he fla-lceSev.¿ IJ lrrçu!v v qJ UrlI-!-(JÞUiJIIttI Þ o nl:lVIIa u11\JÐ

ref erence are Plato, (tz¡ , Virgil, (t3 ) Juvena.l, (r¿)
/r ¡\Lr-v[, \ r) / St. Jeron:e , (t6) Boethi-us, (17 ) and

John Scotu-s, (t8) and- a-Iso his .lngiish predecessors,

Eadner (zo) / nr \anñ feeô'A | // I Iqrlu ¡¿utJv¿. \-+/

l{itir regard- to conLenrr¡orary hisi;ory¡ 1.'I€ íind tha-t

iuia-lmeslruryr in lfilliantrs C"ay, 'viTa.s an i-rnpoi-ta-nt centre t'o

in¡hì eir nes.se?'ìc.ers freouentlr¡ came fror¡: near anci f¿l-r. I'iissuvrr¿ vf ¿ ¡::v u u v¡:¿l v¿ e

ìrin-r'-rr.r+ ni etrrres the coä1-ltunity guest-irall as beingr!vr 6c

open alike 't o king and bishgP ¡ to llornan baron or English
yèornan, to the high-born pilgrim r,ilro cane back froni a
äistanú shore l-aden i^¡iùh rel-ics and r'rith bales of ihe
spleni,ours of Byzentíun or the marvels of lloly Land, io
the merchant v¡iro canle to sell hís curj-ou.s foreign l,leres
at the local fair and- to pay his d.evotions. (22)

I'u-rtherlnore, the ldorlila.n ¿.bbot, GoCfr"ey, rairlced a-iilong Lhe
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peers of the realm lvho saL as the kingrs advisers, in the

Greai Council. The vivid. poriraits of al-l three Norrnan

líings trere alrnost und.oubteclly ctrarrrn by l"älliani either from

life, oÍ froni descripiions given him by his i.bbot, and as

l,{iss liorgate a-d.ds, mhis port¡ait of Henry I l'¡as in all

l ikel-ihoocì. painted from life as the äing paid his devotions

bef ore St . Eald-irelm t s shrine ' 
11 (23)

ì;íil-liarnl s o1..Io excursions outside the rnonastery are

inclicated by his graphic sl<È.tches of tor¡'n and country '.'¡hich

are found. in the g.g.ste Pontificua " (24) This renarltable

work has elícited praise frotii historians in every ê',9êr and

has causeci línowles to irauie its author as lt'bhe greatest of

the English mona.stic irisioriarrs.tr (25) So highly does

Knor,¡les pJ-ace this tl^relfth century history of the ilnglish

churcl: that he has used its contents as source niaterial for

his or,^In work.

iie can do no better, he r,,ritesr 1f vle r.^¡ish to see the
abbeys of England in t4eir prine, than acconpany
iilahräsbur.¡ iñ the brief surley, based often upgn fírst-
hand knol.riedge, lrrhich_he gives-of the country in the
Gesta Pontificum' 126)

Galbraith points ou-t that lirillia¡rrs lvorll as historian

displays an unique degree of scientific research and' critical

jud.gernent for his âgêr far surpassing anything coming before

hin" tÌis extensive use of sou-rces is never indiscfimina-t'e,

nor a me.tter of rlere transcription and conpila-tion in ord-er

to produce e trjig-sai'r puzzle oÏ' patcÌrr,'¡orlt cluili of cai'eíully

joined. extracts fronr second.ary atithorities.îf (27)
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Raiher, his method ¡¡¿s fÍrst to master tÌle evidence a-s a

tfhole e-nd then Ttto make his ot^ln reconstruction, regrouping

bhe facts, ancl- stariping ihem r'siËh the irntlress of i:is

ind-ivid.ual oubloolc.rt (2È) The resu-l t is, continues

Galbra.ith quoii ng Darlington ¡ rr t synthesis in polished

chapters designed for the cultured reader. Ìrî (2Ð i/illia.m

rvrites as if Bede, Âldhehn, Eadnier', l\lcuin and others are his

loved and respected. Íriends, a sure sign of the o,ua.lity of

his sckrolarship, since it must be the fruit of rnany years of

d.evoted and untiring J."esearch. In the fifth booi< of the

GesLa PoryLificum, tnririch is given to the i:istoi'y of i',al-mesbury

"4,bbey, hê porira-ys its found.er, St. Äldhelm, not as a l.Jorl{er

nf mìrae'ì es but as the abbot and- administrator of a familyv¿

of religious houses, thus, shol"ring his recognitj-on of the

necessary d-is-r,inction bett¡een faith anct criiical histolT¡.

The fiia rul-fstani is an exception to the truth of the above

crqfanar¡t Ï¡rt es ?Iillian nlaìces Ver1¡ 3la.ar. in tjri.q, lVOfk heÐucLrçr¡rv¡rv ¡ -*b, Ð-S l'ülJ-ian ¡-¡q¿!vu v v¿ J vrEqtr , !r¡ s¿r!u

iniended only to prod-uce a Latin translation of the old

English life by Colenan. IlHu-ius ego ut voluistis insistens

scri;otj-s, nichil turbavi de rerun ord-ine; nichit corru-pi cLe

gestorum veritate.lt (30 )

The ,tbbot Goclfrey gave iuil-liani the ta-slc of building

up LÌte monastery library; and it lta-s i'¡hile he v¿as enga-ged in

fulfilling his CLuties as lib:'arian that he i^¡as led to tal<e

upon himself the role of au-tirorshíp es i'¡ell. llÄb anticluo

s.riptis non contentus, ipse quoqlr-e 5s¡ipfurire incepi,il (31)

as he expla-i-ns in tÌre prol-ogue to the second book of the

Gesta ReguE. He continues by statiirg the reason behínd this
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decision-rrnon ut scientian meam, quae pene nulla est,

proponerem, sed ut res absconditas, quae in strue vetustatis
latebant, convellerem in 1ucem.lf (32)

The stvle of the Gesta has been likened by PoËter to

that of Herodotus because of its entertaining digressions and

anecdotes. (33) Take for example his description of the

porcupine sent to King Henry, (34) tfie story of bhe

Aquitanian monk, and also the insertion of the investiture
controversy in the seetion which describes Henryts children, (35)

These, what may be termed irrelevancies, lead both Stubbs and

i{iss Norgabe to criticize llriilliam as an hlsborj-an. His

arrangement of material in both the Êesta Regum and the

Hls:Þqqia Novella is obviously awkward and confused; and for
this reason they are both inclined to attrÍbute much of the

irnportance and interest of Èhe uesta Re€luin to its literary
rather than bo its hist'orical value. rn the second book it
is noteworthy that trililliam incorporates some of the earlier
ballad literature of England which would have delighted his
sainbly predecessor Aldherm, One such poem describes the

coronation of Athelstan, grandson of Alfred. (j7)

In defence of i¡iitliam?s lack of order and clarity
in Books fv and V a recent scholar has put forth a convi-ncing

case to sho¡¡ that his literary form in Ëhe Geslg-F.egum is
modelled on the style of suetoniusr vitae caesaru¡o, in which

the naterial, being essentiarybiographicai-, is grouped not in
simple chronological order but according to various headings-

e'g" character, accomplishments, inlb:Lq tmperii, belra civi_lia,
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res externae and so on, (38)
It

liliss Schütt thinks that ít is

doubtful whether ufilliam of Malmesbury was aware of
all that his choíce of the Suetonian form involved.
He completely lacked the classical sense of propor-
tion, and the linking of quite i-ncongruous forms of
narrabive in one work does not seern to have jarred
upon him.---
The modern criticisms of hís work, however, seem to
have sprung, in part at least, from a misunderstand-
ing of his literary intentions" Though he was
certainly not' too much hampered by his form, it must
have influenced the selection of his material-, some
things being definitely excluded, facts, for instance,
of mere chronological importance, such as the exact
time when and the place where the kings spent the
festivaLs" (39)

This seems to apply to ltIilliam, but it is also

important to bear in mind Haskinsr reminder in his work on

the twelfth century Renaissance" ïn the chapter entitled
rrHistorical Wriüíngtt he declares Èhat although rtSuetonius

was copied in the twelfth century and was much cited by

John of Salisburylr (40) in general the

I'[iddle Ages cared little for the form of things Roman,
and lacked bhe outlook on the worLd which was reflected
in ancient historical writing; and whenr âs in the twelfth
century, there was some revival of the sense of form, men
preferred to clip phrases from the Eoman poets, (¿lf)

rather than to cultivate their style and make it their ovùnu

Here onee again, wê find tJilliarnrs genius as a stylist, far
in advance of mosb of his contemnoraries apart from the

slightly yoì.rnger John of Salisbury. He (Haskins) concludeç,

in agreement with other modern hisborians, that the antecedents of

medieval hisLoriography are to be found in Christian, not in
pagan, Rone.

It is now necessary to ask what principles
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ir{almesbury laid. dor.,m for hinself as a gu-ide in the

collection ancl arrangement of historical d-ata. Qu.ite

^.i".^'rr¡ t¡i o ^riteriOi'L i-S 'üruth. It is uiriVeT'sAllyÞIril.j"JJJ , .t]rÐ u

agreed, horvever, tirat l'..'nê-t is fairl¡r clear and easy to

define in theor-)r ríray be obscure and difficul-" to a'itain

ì n reality. irlhat reÍia.ins certain is tilai the a-tienpt

must be rnade; and in this respect Ï;iill-ian: spared no

pains in his end-ea,vour io obtain accura.te infornia-tion

a.nd to relate it both clea-rly and corl'ectly" In the

case of tÌre d-istani past j-L is irnl:ossible to verify the

authority of wira.b has alrea.dy been i'ritten; and yet at

the sane tine it is necessar]¡ to nlake u-se of tiris neteria'l-

for lacl< of ol,ìrer nore relia.ble sources" In this event he

frankly a-dmits his inclusiou of facts 'r¡hich ca-nnoi be

proved.

lJ^¿tç

of

Si quis vero, (lrZ) u-! ille a-*!l-sl o.uis haec-qlloque
cai:tu-s alrore'l eget, sciat nre nihil de i'etroacti-s
prä"i"" cohaereãtian: a-nnoru-rfl pro vero-pa.ci sci, fides
Äi n't-^F,1rn r'\êneS auctores erit" iJuidqu-id vero de\¿IUUVI U¡:r yvr¡'

recenbioribu-s aetatibus o.pposui,.vel ipse vidi, vel
a viris fide dignis audivi. lb3)

uses sirnilar langr,ra-ge in the prologu.e of -t,he first book

the De Gesiis Pontif;çgm:

Siquid.ern ibi atiquid de cronicis,.quae prae-me
i.ãrjã¡uto, nrutua-tu.d, vel-ni e sullir,ii specuia fu.lgente
facula,' q*t gr.essún sine el'r'cre tenderem, a;ri¡:aoneber,
iiic au-úei,r, 1:ãne ontni destituius soiatio, cra"ssas
ígnoranii áe- tenebras palpo, -1e9 ¡r-l I a lu-cerna
hlsioriae pi.acvi e, senitã:.r- dirigo " Åcie::it_ tanetr", ut
ãpð"o, lu-x'nien¿iu-ii, ui et integra non vacj-lleN vei'i'Lasr
eL insiituta conservetur brevitas . (t l+)

ixith rega'Ï"d- to lhe his-t'or5r oí I:is ortn tirnes he

begins the Ejseig_i!o:e]1e, r',¡iih a lcrê-yer for Diviire eíd:
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rtTJ-.¡olle nri ¡r6 rroeâ1-,â - lri, 6]gnat i ir :rrrxi'l iuri, Divinitele,J-t/C'-UL/-ç lJr!11:v V(rUC:Uqt U-w Lrvvvu,

reï.u,n Veriiatelll Scripturus, ni cìl-ilcru.e offense daturus

¡,r.r- æ-¡¡i-i a i.,a incipiari:..tt (45) iiiea.r" the encl oÍ thisd.'--\J oI O-U-!út ir

book he elipla.ins his reasons for oüliiting ccl'õ¿iil evenfs

of the recent Pa-st:

Flec icieo Sic in Sg-periori S anni ges-t iS I'Ioil ap.oosui,
qtliê. clan conscienl;a- nea ereni: seìilpei'.quippe
horro::i ha-bui aliquid acì- posteros tra.nsliittendum
stil-o comliiittere, qllod nescirem solida- veriiete
subsisiere" (e6)

Äfter rela.ting a miracle a'btríbuted. to Sb. Osiua'ld' i{ín$

qr.r m¡r-'í-:¡-¿ i,iil-Iia.nr taiies care to point out thai ÎÌne
d-IìLL rlrar vJ¿,

au-tein haec videantur Írivola, prohi'oet indubi|ata

iristorj-ci (t+7) eLictoriias, slnul que l:catus episcopu's

Acca., rel a'cori s syruiistes.lr (4-t)

A.s rveil as informi ng the reader of the variolls

sou-rces fronl'rhicir he he.s obtained his informaiion, and

of the clegree of its reliability, hu also freo,uently

includ.es documenta.ry eviclence. Sone of this is in the

forrn of letters, íor exaniple, the epi-stle fron Pope Leo

io Kenulf , Iiing of. l¡lercÍa which is in t,he first book of
\+> I

the Gesie_-$€guml*áír.r another frorl Charlernagne to gffa in the

sane boolc" (50) The ]atier is in aciuÐ'l íaci; a pee"ce

trea"ty bet1een the tr',¡o ru.lers" The cirarter I'Ihich Steplien

Era.ntecl at the tiine of his coronation is also given in full

in the Historia I'içggllg' (51)

^ .,-rar'.ritt.incr SeA1.gn fgpÞ Lll'tl gtllr v v!¡¡õ

i:iis wriiings leave no doubt

of e- niind. in r'¡hich insighb

In addition bo iJilliamr

i-.ho rri er,¡s exoressed iilv¡¡v

their being the Product
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and bal-anced juclgerneirt, in other r'¡ords the historical
qênqê nreclominate. l,lodern historia"ns fror¡i Stubbs top v¡ru v

Po-r,ter e_tt,est to his fairr.rind.edness, tÌre Íorn:er, for
:.^^+ ^+¡l--i-¡¡' tL¡ì- Ï'Iil-l'J-1rÞu<;-rt\.\t, ÐvevJ-lIå urlau ilrrrl-3JI1

tries----to be fair and equitabl-e in the view of
rìr¡-^n ot-i n - ôì.+i na. {r-n¡l lfe aV¿iil S lfinlSg-1 f Of tjfgLlYIIcf Þ UIç u4J. UI\JÞ t qtru r'
-ni^irri'l eøe of his-rnixecl blood to talce a sonevlhaL++vt)v

äeutral-posiiion in t1:e rivalry of i'iornian and
Engtisirnàn. He is e nan of gree-'t reediÌ:g,
unËound-ecl iirdustr¡', ver]¡ íonrard- sciìolarsìrip, tTd'
òí tho.rghtful resêárctr in many regions of learning.
If the iesuli is not aliogether adeo,u-a¡e, it is a-t

Ieast neerer to tire hisioric ideal tl:a-n a.nJ¡thinp'
that cones 'oeíore " (52)

The reason for the t,erm Tlinacleo,uateîf is thai there is a

gap of eighi cel1tu-ri es betv¡een l^iillierni s day and our ol¡'in,

and as ßalbraith ;ooi-nts ou-i, l,irere lras liitle scope in

the ididd.l.e ;ïges ïrfor that be-lanced judgr:ient of ihe

hi storian which \,ve nolJ denand.tr (53) Po¡ter nlakes the

valuable corn¡nent that in the @ iïilliam

r,uisely gives no preience of irrpartiality , (5b) bui;

that in nis open aclnira.tiorr for the Earl of GloucesLer

he e:'Jribits a. high degree of lrdisinteresied. loyalt'i'." (55)

One proof of this fairness is shoi"¡n in his iribu-te to

Siephen in this serile book:

Liceai enim ¡:ihi, pace ma-nsu-eiissinii honiinis r Vei'Ltni

non occtr-lere; qi-ri, si legiiilr;e regnu-ru ingressus
fuisset, et in -eo' adninistrand-o credula.s au-Ï'es
nal_ivolórurrrr sLr.surris non exhibuisset, parun ei, _,_
profecto ac. regie Ðersone decoretl defuisset" trbl

The preface of Bool< Four of the Gestjr Regl4'l

inforris the rea"der that ì¡Vill-ian is well al'ra'í'e of the

d.ifficu-l ties i.¡j:ich beset a.nyone i'riro atiençts to give a
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faiühful a,ccou-nt of -.,ne events of his oiln iiuie, íor he

Sâ)r5

í'':rrn¿¡i r¡ne -i I I orllrr - c¡r:ri r,rihi til:ent U_i eu_t OCtiafvúuv v¡r vs t \1e!¿

aut r:entiar, benevoleniiae graÛu.s, i-"a. sub ope
Christi sati sfecì airr, ut nec ía,lsarius nec odiosus
inveniar': sic enin J:ene et secLls acLe perstringa,rrl,
rrr. nrrpqi -:'^r-^-- c^-'ì 1--1 et Charibdirn ill-aeso volanteUUf U¿U-c.Þr .LllL/çr t)w:,/ J-J-ai
nevigi-o, ni] desi'b sententiae, e't si alicliud cleesse
puteÈur-historiae. (57)

One rnore quotation l".,"iIl- suffice to shoi+ Ìroi'¡

car.i nr¡q'l r¡ i,,'ì I I i ¡r'ir I ¡tnnrrrerì l'.n see i,he t'cl, ..-*líar, tu¡ou"ed to see ihe goocl on both sid.es"

i^fter noting tha-t both i$oi'raa.ns and Dnglish-rnen irave itri'tten

about i,iill ian, tire Conquerolî ând. 'hi s sons fron opposing

poin'i,s of vieu, ire, on eccou-nt of his mixed bl-ood, feels
-r,ha.t he has tire obliga.tion and a.lso the necessa.rJ¡

qualifications i;o sieer a nid-d-le course:

T o.{--ì ê õi1hêra¡.re Stlf i"ì ¡j ¡r'a'l- nrri n'anrri -.O flr.O]_afj_ fa-Cialctt/-LÞ ÞLtiJçr YU¿ç i)LLMuIu-lav Yu¿ Éçr¡L.!¡/
bonoruin lacerent. itii:i placei provincia, ut nal e¡
ar:¡:r.l-rrr:r r¡r * l*ì q Á'ï qnondi a or¡f-êtllrêr'l'Llu-q¡!vurrr yLleO , Sl-ne Vefl- vuvru ueu jJv¡Ås-L\J çrrtJErtrL¿Elrr t
bona non nìmis ventose coll-euden" Ðe qua nodera.'bionet
ut aestin:o, veri qui eru.nt arbitri, me i'lec timid.um
nãrr i nal a,*^,-*-ganten pronuncia-bunt. i-loc i-taqu-e non solu-m
d-e ivillel-lio, seo- et de dr-robus filiis eiu-s siylu-s
o]:serva.bitr'ut nihil nin'rie, irihil ilisi vere clicatu-r. (5ô)

,?inal]v- ire a.-' ^^r ^ +^ +tr-n reader to be attentive in ord-erI I¡r.c-.LJJ t lrv uiJtJçctJÞ uLJ L'11ç

+'1^^+ Ln r¡^r¡ ,'1+i¡.r¡r¡a"l r¡ ir:¡ioa fn¡ lrimqa'l f I qAl
Uilcf U !!ç lr:Q-J L¿-l-tJJ-ttlcit/E,-LJ Ju.uà;s !vr r1r¡riÈvl¿. \ / 7l

ås a native inglishnlan, it is only n3.tu-ral to see

l,tilliar¡ of l.',alnesbur'5r ba-king sides in the ;colitical
controversies oÍ his dey" Bui r,¡hat is of gi'eater irl,oort

is to see him as a. Christian and a monk freely ad.rnitting

his fund-anental conviciion that histor;' reveal-s the unfold-
;.â^. ^'t'+'^^ Tìi¡rìno n'l¡n in tÌ:e liVeS Of L*jen. In the pfeSentf IfË UI t/llti IJI V J-Ilç IJJ-qr¿ !!¡ \
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age historians on -t,ire lçhole are inclined to beliLil-e

tireir r;led'i eval predecessors for ithat airpears to thern

to be a fai-'lure to r^¡ribe hlsËory clua hisiory. Bury,
| / ^\iilocr.',Íerr rou) and others claili that the Chrisiian

iilterpretati-on of history is responsible for the

iniroduction of a tÎ-oernicious principle?? (61) into

historiography sj-nce, rthenever and wherever i'Û a.ilpears'

it rneans the overriding of history by dogna; and ihis

rr.n¿rrorlinc. tn Rl:rr¡ iner¡itabl-- "l ^^r^ +^ +1^ ^^^'i {--' ^3¿sL J * -*--y JeaOS ÜO t'ILe IleUeSS-L t'y UI

sorting and arranging facts j-n order to Subsiantiate

U\'i-LçJ ð

Àccord-ing Lo this r,'ddely prevelent vietu, r+here

cliris|ianiiy flourishes, tl:e ir,¡gortance of history

cì.iminishes, because tire eschatologica-l doctrine of the

church d.irects the attention of the faithful beyond-

billle to eternity. To se¡r ¡¡1" is to forget iha't

rììræ.i c{-i ¡ni i¡¡ is itselí a-n Ìris-,,orica-l reJ-igioir âtt theL'J.I..L -LÞ UI9.III UJ

centre of r^¡hich is tl-:.e tristorical fact of the Incarnation'

Those who insist thai theology and hisiory, and íor that

na.tter philosophy a.nd histor¡r¡ must renain totai-l;r

divorced froni each o'ther l.¡ould do wel-] co consider

TOynbee?s i¡os-., reCenL cOnclusions" His i:resent posiiion

is almosf the reversal of his s¿-¡]i er statrcì. in thai, vrhere

he once felt that history could be grasped only by

nlessifr¡inrr all the íacts and by iluiiing fl:em invlsvv4¡J *--Ó

a-pp¡opi:iately labeltecì pigeon-holes, l:e noi'/ bel-i-eves, to

a cerþain e:ctent at' least, in tl:e necessity of
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comprehensiveness and uni-t1r as ha-llma'rks of historica'l
*irinl¡ìncr T^ USe hiS Or.fn V¡OrdS - rir+hen he UndeÎUAlíeS9¿¿I¡rj!¿¡¡6 o ¿ v

tÌre stud-y of human affairs the historia.n cornr-iits him-

self , b), tÌre act, to becoming a theologian too.tr (62)

It is true that althougn in iIill iarr: ihere is no

reference to Christia.n theology es such, nevertheless,

r,¡e apilroach the crul{ of the probleni in t}:e real-izÐ.tion

that insight in a.ny branch of learning is attained only

aS a. result of careful consideration of tirro essential

factors of ruhich nention has alread-y been made" The

€i.nat 1.ê^ììi -nemant -'here'Êoro 'i s, a cletai'l od ¡nd erj tiCalI¡¿uv ¿vvv-¡¡-.rlgll'Ut V¿lç¿GIUÅV, ¿Ð q ç!vvssåvu

exanination of the given d-ata - this is Lhe scientific

el-ernent in ru4rich objectivit¡' predoninates; the seconci is

the a-rrangement and pi:esentati on of the partieu'ler facts

so that together they form a unified vuhole - this j-s the

philosopirica.t elerneiri, in i¡hieh subjec-i,Ívity plays ai'L

iraporbant role"

i,tiltiail of i;;.a.ìmesburyts r,'¡ork fulfils both these

nn'nrlitÍnn.e ônee a.l-lov¡ance has been ma-de for the limita-UV¡tU! V¿V:¡u, v.

tions of his iime ancl of bhe naterial at his disposal.

He r,vas, incleect, e religíous l,¡ho r+as for the nost parf

confined. to his nona-stery; but fronr th.e evideiLce given

above it is clear that hi-s Christian convictions clid not

d.etract froni hj-s eagerness to stud-y and record ti:e Ìrisiory

Of his fellor,f riieno }ior r,¡as he inconsistenb in ihis pursuit,
./-1'or a-s Uanl-ejou says, ??al-l secul-ar history is included in

sacred historyl' (63) becau-se the i^Iorking out of selvation
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is proceed.ing no';¡ in this r''rorld, in the course of

historical tirne"

l,,Iilliam frequently cites inste-nces of Divine

intervention in hurnan aff a'i i's, thus sÌrorring that f or' hir¡r

there is no d-oubt that in the end the power of Goci ivill

prevail. In connenbing on a conspiracy against

'',,'iilliani I, he explains why the plot was u¿lsuccessful,

ttobsistebai eis Deus, onnes con¿Ltus eoruiil in irriturt

deducens.lr (61") ,A.gain, r+ith respect to the internal

¡çysl ts r,¡ith r¡hich the conqueror had to contend soon

after his coronation, iVil-lian says rrurbeni E>lonian re-

bellantern leviter subegit divino sciiicet jutus auxilio.Íf (65J

Finafly, he prefaces Boolc Three of ihe i{istoria I'lov?l1a

wii:h a short staterient rvhich clearly expresses his view of

ilre relationshii: beti¡een Divinity and history,

¡inno incarnaLionis Dorninice rriillesino ceniesirno
nrr¡drâr,esif,io secund.o inextrica-bilen: Iaberinthurn rerum
:;-'::::;; 'tar.rrnr. in Anr"'liô õ--na¡ìin-n
\ttJ rrçäuurOiÎLlIli QU-ê âCCl-ûc¿ ut" rrr '""6*Iia¡ dgåI eL!'IUr

evolvõre; ea causa, [e per nostram incuriarn lateat
nnq+.êlrñs cum sit opere preci-u-mr cognoscereyvp v

ïolubiliúaten fortune, statu-sque hunlanl rnutabilitatem,
Deo dumtaxat perniitteáte vel iu-bente" (66J

If tirese events pernitted- or ordained by God i',Iere

insignificaat to the Christian, irlilliarn r"¡ou-l-d- not irave

bo-r,hered. to attenpt tire arcluous task of diseniangling and

record.ing them. But it is precisely because ¡nen ere

noi ther nunnets in the hands of a divine FrestidÍgitator
¡¿v! vr¿v¿

nor qu-asi-d.eiiies a-nd. rulers over their ow-n destÍnies t that

Ì:istory ís of vital iniport to all hurnanity. iia-n is
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êr-ì-rlcêrl qi n-.:r'l f.ânonrlq'ì rr i-ln1-.h ì n n.plii nc' lri si-.nrw nnrì i n5lléclóçu- JIIr¡utrvclr¡vvu9¿J uvv:r ¡o -¡ruvv¿ J s¿ru !¡r

rriiing i t,, and ',,;hat bedornes i ncreasingl¡r clee.r in ihe

r.rork of actor ar.1d author a.like is the resÞlendence of

the Divine call ¡o sl:lare in ihe redei::ptive process.

i"iltianirs vi-er"¡ is thus esseniially the sêrne a.s

tlrat of .Iio.uinas, (67) r¿ho stressed. the dignity of hunan

nature and bhe operation of manls rationa.l- free ln¡ill- as

forces co-opeï'âi,ing r.¡ith Gocì in deterr¿ining historical
er¡ents, i'ri'r,h tìre obvious corollâry thai the final- out-

cone is essui'ed through the victory of the Cross.

Two íorces can be seen a.t r¡o:îk in ;'íi11ian:.1s

r,+rÍtings they are a combina.t'i on of his fai-t,h and

of the spirít of the age in r.¡i:ich ire tived. As ll,ichter' (68)

points ou.t, t,]rere ìs the rlonlc r,¡ho as a loy¿f and obedient son

the Church sees both God and man at t^¡orl< in history; and

there is at the same tine the critical- scholar whose

submission to authorit]' does not prevent him frorr plainly
r¡-"¡nn.qìnn- r"oorJ and evil luherever he finds then. Forv/!-È/ v u¿¡¿tf,

exarrrple, he does noi itesitate to condemn his brother

cl-erics r..rho, before the arriva-l of the lüornans

littera.tu.ra iunultu-a:'ia. contenti vix sacrantentorum
verba balbuteibant: stupori erât ei miraculo
ca-eteris qr-:.i grarnmaticam nosset. j'''ionachi, sui:til*
ibus indurnentis et inriifferenii geilere ciborunt,
regu.la-n ludificabant , (69)

As C.C.J" i'?ebb has poini;ed out (ZO) both

nìri I nsonhv an,4 hì el-.ni-rr ¡re ori rri r,,r'llv offsiroots of religion.¡-rItJJ-\rl)\JrU¿¿J q¿¡u ¿¡¿uvv¿ J

ThaÍr êï¡êrcrence is due to ihe faci of tireie being inrianent¿¡¿v¿¿ v¡¡¡v¡ t>v¡¡

ín nants na'ture lvha-u the philosopher terns reeson and r',4rat

OI
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the theologian calls the inage of God. All oí iiilliant

of i+ah,resburyts rtritings 
"'ritness 

to an underlying unity

in rvhich theology, philosophy and. his'Ûory come together

as rfune- veritas (quae) in variis signis varie resplencietllo (Zf)
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C}IÂPTER, IÏI
ON,DER,ICUS JrITJJ,LTS

The liistoria- llcclesiastica. of Ordericus i/italis

j-s a r..forl; which stands in marlied contrâst to the.preceding

cl-rrrl¡r r.¡iilr r.oge-fd to Stylg, forrr: and SCope. But, despiteÞtJL¿L¿J iJ!v¡r ¡ v{1ç:¡q

{-'}riq nlo.c.nlrr r^oenønizpl¡le cl ìs.q,inril:ritr-¡- l.¡hat ÍS faf jitofe
t/ILJ-ù V!Vq¿ !J ¿ VVVó¡¡:¿GvÀv u¿!v¿¿¡¡+¿

strikinir is tÌre resen:bl-e.nce beti.Jeen the tr,¡o âuthors, the
vv&:;È¿¡¿¿f Év

rnô-,.e sic'nìfieant because the rnOre fundaniental, HenCe, in¡sv¿ v

conlla.ring Ord-ericus l'riËÌr ìfil-lian of lìtalnesbur)¡r i'¡e find

tr"¡o men i.¡ho are ou-t';rardly of qu:.ite different ien:perarrient

ancl cheracter, buL r",ri:o are int',rardly firlii adherents of the

sarile basic conviciioas" Thu-s, divergence of nethod-, in

these tivo nedievâl wrÍters s.t leas'ü, is l'econciled in unity

^i3 irrr¡-nncôv4 u9-À tJvvv a

The personalí1;y of tlorderic tire IJn6l i shrnanrl

(1Ìgrd.er.i cu-s Vitalis trngligeaart, (I) as he calls i'rinselÍ)

is clearly revealed. in i;ire Ðeges of his l,'Jorlj:" Ðean Chu-rch

call_s hin rlnot a_ ¡hinj<er or tea-cirerr? (?) but a nonk rrful-l

of his profession, a.nd me-de syrnpa¿heiic, tender-irearted,

and- religiou.s by it.ÎÎ (3) Indeed -uhe iLi:p::ession given ìs

'ûÌrat of ê. gentle, lovable and d.evolii person luho is ab the

sarne tin:e a scliolaï' c]:erishíng tta. Schol-aírs ld-ealstT" (4)

Tjrere i s no uncertaiaty a.s to 'ci:e t,ia-in evenis in llis l ife

since h.e has i:ecorded. ii:en hi::lself e'u variolis intervals

d-ur.i"iirg tire course of his iengtìry nerre-tive. Ti1-rs, a't one

Ðoini he tel'l s uS the,t ne i'ras l¡oL:il near Shrel'isi¡u-ry iiL
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IO75; (.5) ancl, to continue in his orr't1 l"Jords:

UnCecir,lo autel: aetati s jjleae anno pro âi::ol'e Dei a

icrop.rio genitore abclicatus suilr, et cie Änglia in
Ï'{ori,lanniãili tene}}us e:lsu}, u,-9 - aeterno'':egi
militaren d"estiuatu-s su-¡íi. toi

The ¡lon¿.stery to which he was sent Has t,ÌÌe Benediciine

abbey oí OucÌre foi-rncìeC by St. ,ivrou-it, ','¡ilich before i'tis

ariival- possesseci a flour-ishing school and rvel.l--fur¡:nisl:red-

-r ibrary, provicìing a noi Lr.n-iJo¡'Cliy cotnpari son wi'bir tire no,:e

r.ei1oïtileci Bec" trd.er]i crS ,ristorical i'esearci-l e-ird itriì;ing

bega_n und.er obed-ience¡ e-nd- r¡as a"t first liniiscl -ìn i1,s

scope to bei itg Éì ci::'onicl e of iocaj ¡-iioit¿'r.stic i'risl,or')r such

åS 1ii€lrê frequ-entl-y ice¡lt in ìiiany a 'cu;elf'ÛL: cen'Uu-r'y

scri-irioriuin. In iones oi cieei: sinceri tv and hu-ni]-ity he

tell-s u-s of iris allo'L:teci tas":

In relatione, c,uan1 d.e r"es,ca-urati oiLe U'cicensj-s CoenO'oi i ¡

¡u-nente F,ogeíio a.bbate, siriipliciiei' pi"otr-! Possurii fe-cere
ii:stitui, Iibet veracili;er iãngere ll'onnull-a- de bonis set-l

"a.Íiu 
p"í*ãiibu-s irujus ÌrecÌLr-aiíi saeculi. (7)

Since he l.¡as cirosen fro:ii anong his brotl:rer r"onks -t,o

be the conr.inuni-iy historia-n, Crderic ntu-st hage given evidence

of his ability to perfortn this function n¡ell" i'iedieval

ìni e.r-nv-i nrr-nâ-nll.iCal resea-rCit in this pC.riiCUla:: A-feA haS been
lI-l- Ð uv¿ !vtr¡ L'-y¡r

gree1rl.v acl.v¿inced b;r the scirolarly ','iorli of the nineteenih

centu.ry French nistorian Delisle, rvl:ose 'ìnii'ocuction to the

liiq-boria Eccl-esiastica includes a tl'¡elfth century catalogue

oí iire booics in i,he tibrary of St. üvroul'L , a-s r'¡el1 as â

Iist of the boolis to which Oroeric refers" Jiirong iire latber

are included. borh epic aird. ron:ance'litera"ture as well a's the

classics. The i-aci, iha-t he l,¡as conversant ';'¡ibli bne r';orks of
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nany ancieni pegen rilriters end eerly Christian Íathers

rìnos nnt - of collrse, rles-n ihe-t he ha-ci a firs'L hand
lLVVU

linot'ulectge of 'r,i:cir 1¡vifirrgS. äoweve;", the host of

a-ì,rthors ithom ire quo'ües gives soüìe indicatj-on of '¿he

bi'eaath of his readj-ng. Aniong tires,e are Àrísiotl e, (¿ì)

Josepiru.s , (g) ptrito, (10 ) Cicero, (l-1) Snl In"t , (f Z ¡

Virgil, ttr) I-lora.ce, (rrr) Tertullian, (15)

St . Jerone, (t6 ) St. ;?rL1gu-stine, (17 )

and Isid.ore of Sevil-le. (fg)

Si . Gregorlr (rS )

p11yìnE ì;he course of iris research and- i.';:iiting,

Ord.eric r¡'as able to consult a la-rge nuiiiber of '¿he histo::ical

r,uoi'ks avaj-lable at the tinie. This i'ra.s due io ih'e zea-I of

the first abbot of 5t. Evroul'r,, Theocioric, to r'¡irorn Or'cì-eric

cii rroq hi rtìr irraiS€.
€)¿ v vu

Iüan: ipse 5ç¡ìpior era-r, egregiuP¡.ei inclyba insi'La,e
sibi ärtis n-oir.unienta reliquib U-r"icanis juvenibus.
Collectattõ,t*-enim et Gradrial-e ac ;iniiphónarium propria
nenlf in ipso coenobio cons_cripsit. -.Ä sociis etiani
suisr---pretiosos d.-ì vina-e legis cocices du-lci'bu-s
nonitis exegitc---

Praefatus itaque Pater per supraciíctos et per alios,
quos ad hoc olius flecteie potera.ir.antiqual+_os, octo
anni s. cuibus- uticensibus praefuit, otì-m.es iibros

, '-i*
Veterís -et i'[ovi Testarrienti, omnesque libros
fa.cu-nCissimi pepae Gregoz'ii titi-censiurn bibl-iotheca!
proòuravit. bx' ejus e[iam scho]-a- excell-entes librarii-,
id est Berengariué---, Goscetinus et riodu-lfu-s, BernardLr-s¡
Tu::ciretilfusl et iìichardu.s, aliique. plures. processei'unt ;

qui tractatiÉus líieronymi ut i:iu--gusiini, ^iln,orosii et
f-sidori, Eusebii ei Crosii, aliorurÍìqu-e, docioru.rn
bibtiothecam sancti Eb:"ulfi repl svs¡ur"it ' \ ¿l) )

since Orderic, unlike IJillia.rrr of irialrriesbury,

comlnences his history r.¡iLh an accouni of tl^le liíe of our

Lord, and of ihe .Apostf es, he malces frecr,uent ref erence to the.

i{el.¡ Testament. The cata.logue of tire tibrary of St. livroult:

alreacly nentioned aboverlistecl both Bede {i;e'' the Ecc}esiastical
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History) and Paul the Deacon, the former belng named by

Orderic as the chief authority for the early part of hís

work"

Hucusque chronographÍam Anglici Bedae secutus sum,
qui seripsit usque ad 7)l+ ab Incarnatione Domini
annum. Ipse nimi-rum Beda presbyter et Paulus
Cassiniensis, religione monachi, eruditione magna
imbutÍ, inter caetera bsna studia historíam suae
gentis quinque líbris ediderunt" (21)

In fact, seven chapters of the first Book are borrowed

in toto, wiüh only a few minor alterations, from Bedets

volume entitled De Sex Aetati.bus Mundi. He also mentions

having had access to the works of Gíldas, (23 ) and

arnong contemporary writers, Florence of 'l{orcester (whour

he mistakenly calls John) (24) and also l,ìlílIiam of

Poitiers and uJilliam of Jumíèges ttqui de gestÍs Normannorum

studiose scri.pserunt, et Willelmo jam regi Anglorum favere

cupientes praesentaverunL.r? (25)

Ordericts praise of the Chronicle of Florence Ís
based on its fair-minded and honest account of the

Conqueror and his sons (26) which he was able to read

for himserf during a stay with the monks of vlorcester, He

does not make any subsequent use of the chronícle in his
own wri-ting apart from including a list of its maÍn contents

followed by a word of commendation to bhe interested reader"

Haec ideo huic chartae gratis indidi ut istos codieesavidi lectores inquirant sibi, quia magnum sapientiae
fructum ferunt et -vix invenirí iiossunti (29)'

This was by no means the extent of Ordericrs

travels in search of historical records and documenËs. rn
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the fourtir book of ti:e Higcoria- Ecclesiastica he n:entions

¿ yisit to croylancl r\,bbey, t1hicÌl I'ras at the tirrie under -¡,he

rule oí Åbbot Geoffrey f orti:er}y a tüon]': of St. Ivroult. jrs

a resu-lt, he tlas abl-e to plalce notes frorn Sonte ¡:anuscrj-pts

v¡hictr conta-inecl the life of St. Gutìrlac, and these he

incorporetes into iiis otrm tr','orlc. (2tì) i¿e also ntalces a

jrFìqß-ine 'r.eferêïree to ìravin-g seeil e copy of tìre ClEoû¿-ç-te. of
IJqÐ Ð!116 ¿ v¿ v¿ :¡ç! r 

-'-(

Sigebert of Geinblou-x a.t Caiül:rai . (29) ilis vivid- account

of the council- of Ê.heirns (11f9) poinis öo the }iiceliirood of

Ìris ir¡vinE been j-n e.ttendance and bu-slly engaged- in recorcì-ing
v +¿¿o

elt tha-b rras discussed.. (30) ]¡;e are on äore certain ground-

in assei'iing that Orcleric tJa-s 1:.r:esenb at a greê-t nionastic

a-sseii,bllr gathered. e:t Cl-uny j-n l-132.

iìaec j-clcirco securlls ed.o, qr-ria- gaudens iirteríu.i, €i tani

;J-oiiosut.i agr,:en in thrisúi -Jesu-nol':i-ne congrege-turl vidi ;

ãtq.'_ie cuor eI= d-e basili ce. SancËi Fetsi a-posiol orun
principis Ðoiiiinico i:i"ocessi, et pei'^claustruri in aeden
Virginis i,:atris ingiessus oiavj-.- (3I)

In conparison l.;ith his EngS-isn counter;oatü, ì¡iiil-iam, Orderic

stancls out as a uran who ha-s traveiled even further afiel d in

the interes'bs of hisiori cal- researcìL

l-lolvever, âs in ihe cese of ihe a'bbe;r at i'ìalmesbury,

verjr often his-r,ory itsetf knocjced ai tjie d-oor of ihe

1-.^-^^c,.t-ar^rr .,,r. st. ävroi-r_lt. on riianlr e page of his r,'¡ork, 0rdei'ic
l::L]lIc¿ùuv¡ J v!

oìrres r:s c¡liiioses of tire frequent vi sii;ors t¡iro found- their i+ay
ó: v vu 4v ¿f É*¡-

to tìle conveirt, bringìfi$ nev{s of the ou'tside l'JorlcL' i'tt' this

time t}:ere idere ldo.¡:iilan kingd.orns in sou-iherir lt'allr and Sicily

a-s well as in Englancl, and- si. Evroult irel-d land in tire

labter and. had sent rironks to establisil new houses in the
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íormer"

Traveller"s of ali sorts---1'Jere wont to stop at
St. Evroir-lt - bishops and abbots, priests änd moirks,
;oilgrims a.nd cru.sa-ders, adventurous icnights reacìy to
breã]c a lance -ìn al-nost any service, rtay fa-i'ing rler-
ehants, rninsbrel s and jongl-eurs. Ijo bet-ter place for
p.atherína netfs frott as fe.r East as the äoIy Land could
ñave beeñ found than St. Evroult, a'nd- Q::dericus vras
a.live to ìris opportunity. (32)

The visit oí Henry I to the abbey in 1113 , ß3 ) and the

rF^rar+11 irr ìnf|¡¡gnçg of the llonastery under i'iaiûie:: the
ÉJ V !V Vf I ¿¡r 4¡r! -

four.1,h abbot (3e) may be cited es illustra.Lions.

,ls r,vell as beilg a"n assi-duous collecior of soLl-rce

*qi-ari q't fr-nrlg¡ig r¡6-g a t-,iise a-nd cÐ.:: eflLl- Scholar, â ti'ìâo oÍIIIú U ç! -L o-J t vr Lr,

-in{-amril-r¡ r.rr.rc selected and ar"r'anged his data ìn o.rdei: to-J-IIu\'ór !vJ t ir.Lr\

r:ir¡a Ê.q elea-r" reel:râte and unbiassed- an eccount es
ê3IvV qu v¿ve:¿

possi'nle. Tiot otlly does he constailtl-y irarrie tire a-utho:'iiy

b]r whom a pa.rticular event i''¡as related to hinl, cr the

nanuscript frol,, r,vl:.icn an episode was ial;en, but he also

,,-,,c'ì'r t, .*j t¡ao Soüie incLication oí tl:.e Credibilit,;r oí hisLl.ÞUcl-L-r-J LiI V çtÞ

c^rr-^rlâquv4¿ vvu o

Thus, in his account of fit" Evroult he ciiscusses

tÌre i"eliabiliti' of the i-nforrnaiion at his disposal.

Lectiuncula si quicieri: rêp€iitr-tr a¡lucl -ìes'ca-cuil¡ Quâ[r.
non sa.tis appróbo, ed'ìia'niniirun ab at:-ctore ignaro,
cuí non plene, üt opino::, paiuit r-erurt et ten:poturrr
ce;:tjLtuôò. C;þortet- ergo-u-t, d-u.r,' el'¿ei'iu-s r-el ationi
non acqu-iescan, illu-d- ciu-od a- senioribus incì'igeils
Utici di¿iceriii, evident:- scrir)to dete::arn, o,ualiter
et quando Fr"ancígene-e pretiosaa venerabilis Ebrulfi
obtfnuer"int glebárn. (35)

.¿inother evalue-tion of e¡,ri denc€ i[ conneciion witir

St. ..iäl-l_ian Cour--nez is interesting Í'or its added coi::irient

on tire severe clina'iic conditions by whicir Crdericrs
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rrê?aqê.trârâneê t^^-- i.. ^+.: ,3-: ^1^r \r hê t err.red il.eroic 
"lJrJl. ÞttVç¿clrl'uç Ir!4J JU-ÞU..LIJd.lJ-LJ u(, tJvIr::vu r1

Vu.lgo canitur a jocr,r-1a'i;oribus de il-lo cairtilenar sed
ju-re praeferenda est relatio authenticar'qÌlae a
religiosis d-ocioribu.s solerile:" est edita, êt Ð-

str-rdiosis lectoribus reverenter lecta est in con:-iru-ni
fratrun audì entia. Veruil:, quia- portitor íestinaba-i
adire, et brur::ele gelu rne prohibebat scribere,
$inceralir abbreviationem, sicut tabellis tradidi
conpendiose. (36)

For the hi storl¡ of the Fi rst Crusade ]re relies on several-

autirori ties r"Ihom, he considers brustworthy.

Fulcheríus Carnotensisr---qui l-aboribus et periculis
p::aedicabitis expeditionis interfuit, certun: et verax
ïolunien d-e la-ud.abiti militÍa exerc-i ius Christi edidit.
Bald-ricus quoque, Dolensis archie;,:iscopus, IV libros
IUCulenter Conscripsii, in ouibu.s iu'uegram narrAtiOneitt
a.b initio peregrinationis usque ad priniun bellutü post

"aoL"ro 
Jeri-lsalõr,r, veraciter ðt eloqüenter d.epro;ipsit " (37)

Ordericts use of contenporå."y recor"ds is appa,reni by bhe fact

that he acknoivledges his debi to i'Iil-liam of Poitiers for ihe

lar.tarrs hioc"raphy of tÌre Conqueror; (38) but he makes it

clear elser¡¡here the.t he has noi copied $illieii-,"';llose worlc is
mñl^e nenep'vri c than historica.l iir the hope of secu-ring the¡r¡v¿ v

þ^r¡1'l f¡rrn.rr (qq) l-inal]rr O-erìeri et.q fna¡'rrarrl- 11cô Cf¿-uyç¿.l- Jc{vuL¿¡. \)71 ¡¿¡rq¿lJ, v¿v-vrrv Ù r:vYLrv¿rv suv

letters- ehart,ers and- o'ûher docurnenis, of '"'¡hich he often inserðssvvvv¿ut

t-ha ¡nnrrl r','.a ta.¡t ì s. p .'l"iirf.lre'n irrnnf nf hi s ôr.tñ his'ir standardt/IIç t,UfijIJI\:U\: v9^U t rù e- ¡qr vr¡v¿ lJ r vv! v!/¿¿ ¿¿4b¡¿

^f' .^^rrJâõ^rr / | 
^ìOI crU L:Ul'äUy . i +U i

The above quoiations and references p::ovid-e a sound

basis for Lecl erqls statement the-t rrirr every period fhe nonk-

historians
+.i -.^5d-liic uIlLlç

ca-nnot be

o.â'r¡ê nr-oo'i' oî tile scientific spirit.rr (Af ) Àt 'the
õLrv v y¡ vvr

it ri:ust be borne in rriind- ihat rredieva-l- writers
or-¡ant.or-l i.n p¡,-r1 nrll'ho nr.'i1-.iCa_l f,ieËhOd-S Oi OUf day;Er\iJçUUÙu UV vrrt/ÀvJ v¡¡v
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an.J also ib inust be a-Crritted tlìat tirere \'Ìere Sone ca-ses of

^a/-..:ða-4rf ¡' nn and_ Of :lebfiCetiOn "ËJ!c:¿iË; çl c" u ! vrr l

O::Crer.Íç;1's'persoilal bi¿-,s, iike th¿rt of '',!itl'iârii oí

ij¿.lyûs5þ1r-¡¡r, r..Jas co'l ourecl iry tiie fact 'bhat he ha'd linhs on

both sides oil iile cha-nnel; and since he a-lwa'ys refers to

hi r¡sel f Ð,s air Engl ishr¡le-n (l+2) a-liirougir he spent a-j-l- bu-i

the f-lrst ten years of his life in i'Iornanci;r, iris airglo-

plrilou-s utieranêes are seen:ingly rÌore frequent anci t:iore

passionate. Io:: instence, t'lherever he iirseris any oí his

^1.ììi -no¡rn1 nr¡ì r.¡l t¡er.qê-,-, e s* ^'-^^ r^.: '''^^'1 'î ïr\ii,úalis
v!!¡r ¡¡vv¿ v+voÈv.*¿ JIè;lfÞ IIIl:li)\t-l-'L

.å.ngligena-. ?r (Le3) Àlscrr in his auiobi ograi:hical conclu'sicn

at tire end- of iris work anci neer 'che end of his life he still

reÍers -r,o his beloved breth::en as rtexteriîÎ ; (l+¿u) and in

the Sane paragrapir he speåÌis of irirr:self' es Ttaestu-s et

frigora, pondu-sc1ue diei i:erpessu-s in vinea Soi:ech.tî (l+5)

ûir the otÌrer i:ancî, he speal"s as a lJorn:an in his loyalty to

Duke r.íil-liar,i í,46\ r.¡ho¡c he considers the rigirtful successor

to Ed.l¡aril the Confessor;and in his condennaii-on of the

r?tenel:ariu.r¿ invasiOneu: quAlïi Herald-us fecerat.tl (47J

i{everbheless, in p;'onouncing a fir:al- judSegent Qrd'eric does

not al-low his íeel-i ngs noï' the desire for an¡r rTietilpora-li

nierced.elt (4Ê) to suppla.ni iiis overr"¡he}iting zeaL for truih"

Tai;e, for e:<aiiple, hi-s Su-ifiâ-r| of tire character of Odo,

Bisiropoftsayeuxand.theConquerorlsenigi:iaticbrotherr^rlro

still cair.ses lively d.iscussion enong histo::ianS today"

Fernista, ili fallor, in iroc vii'o vitia erant cÌlni

virtu-tibu-s; sed plué tnunCe.nis inhaerebat a-ctionibu-s
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qua.iu spiriiuejis iheoria.e cha-r'isinatibus" Coenobia
sanctorurn valde conqlieru-n'bu.l: qu-od l:it-t'lta, ei s Odo
d.etrinenta fecerit; et fundos, sibi antiquibos_ Caios
a fid.el-i¡u.s-.A.ngiisi viol eirf er eb injuste -abstulerii. (l+9)

Henr{ I also receivec'i- fair freatnieni at the liands of

lìpÄ a-¡i n .v¡ gvÁ ¿v.

Ipse interea clu-caLun I'iormanniae cglil fe$Ío :ingJ-iae
för'titer gu-'oe::navil,; et u.sque a-d-vi 'cae sûae finelii
senper oa,ói siucLuit, e.tc1r-re, iugi. felicita"te politu-s
ui ïotul-t, nL:nquå;:; a- irr:stino i"obore, ju-stiagqLie
severitqtó d_eciii.ii. Igregio,s_ cot:ii tes et oppiclÐ.nos
et aud-e.ces tJ'r'¿rnnos r ne i"cþel] ercnt, cal-l ide op¡:ressii;
,cl aciäos ve.^ó et reiigiosos, liu-riiilerirque populuni onni
io.'' ^-o r-lernente:: fovii; aiquLe prote::it.---Divitiisv v¡.riJ vr v

delïciisclue affl-uens, tibid'ini nitiii s iLed'ì tu-s fuit ? . et
. -ialìa-..i.i-i? u-SCue Ai. SeneCtU'.te1¡ hu-iC r,'itio CU-ri:abilitefÉ_ .rJLt \tI I tJ-:<

sr-rbjacu.-it', ei -fi-lios ac fil-i¿¡'s ex pelliciì:u-s plures'
genúit. ---Cu:'iosus pe1.sci"utaic.', 

- 
ot:nì a investiSe''Dal t

ét ¿,.i,i.clita tenaci tltellioi'iae coruilenC¿rbat. -*-ÐiJ-igenter
revolu-u-ì s atubicluorun iiistoi'iis, aud¿l-cter âSSero qt:ocì
nulh:-s ï-egurii in iegnO ring]icor'quântui,t pe::tiireõ ad-

sa.ecul-a.ruin fastu.t:i, fuii d-itior, seu potentior
FIen::ì co " ( 50 )

The histo:.ical accu'j"¿lcJr of Ci'cl-ez'i c is soLier'''I1"La't

ma::¡"ed by the confu-sion anci lacli of orcLer whicii is found

in hls "ririi-ìngs" j]. cursor)¡ :'eacLing does noL .reveal- iire

'v,ieå-fib of j-nÍ'o;'::ra.iion thail ellpca.rs tc be Sce'btel:ecÌ pe-1-l-

irell ¡¿¡6¡r-gÌrou't tl:e '¿hii.teetl boojcs. ;is CÌiu-rcir reliarlcs

Lre i s cluilsy, d'i sori eriy , ful 1 oí ::ai,.bl-ing c).igressi.ons ,
wiih one porÉ'ìon of his account in one place, and- ihe
:"esi of it in c'no'Ûìrcr; ìre c-oes no'i; al'¡a]''s ¡:eriei::lrer
t'rhai he l:as saicL - (lf )

b¡-rt this la-cl: of co-ol:c|in¿i'üion a-nd the::efore oÍ cla.¡''Îti'-, ".'rì-iile

i.ü nu_st be .r:ecogni zecl-, needs io þe seen in iis it1-oper

iierspective. One ï"eason for ii can be tr"aceci io Lhe style

and forür which víei'e in vogu-e i¡r CrcÌericrs Ca¡r, a-nC- r"¡hi cli ire

as e. cliscrinii-naÛing scholer sor,rght to er':ulate' In ¿-ctual
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fact iiis d,1'1e i 5 íar" from consisten'b', wi-'bÌr e resj'rl-[ing

inci'ea-se in difficulty forbire l'eader.

Ic woulci seeriì just io say thÉìt he is llore selí'-

consciolr-s of iris style t-i:an is i'iiilia-nì of i'iallnesjrulryr

for the cla.ssical- j-nfluence aÐiieers g1'ee-ter. This is

evid-encedr Ín his írecluen'L allu-s'ions to boi;h Gree]; a.nd

lìorria-n ,¡i-iters of' pagan ernit Ûhr"istie.n ¿'.nticluiiY¡ ('52)

-.,rhose -.,,,¡of'cLs ire in'L-r.ocii-rces ¡rei^"'liwardly J-iÌ<e ready-ma-de

phrases learnecl in school.Ï1 (fl) Áciil;ira-t,ion i S

presui:ria'bly the resu-li oÍ lcnoi¡lec3e in lli s praise of

irillia-rl oÍ' Poiiiers foï' 1mi'bating Sallus'b. 
. 
rrllac u-scllr-e

Gu-il-lel::::us Pic.bevinus historia-n .glr-an texu-ib, in c¡ua

Guilte}ni gesta, crispi,Sa.l-ustii stylu.m irr:i'ca,ius,

su'oiili'i;er ei eloqu-enier enucleavit. tr {5!+) L,eclel'c1

comes to 'ÛÌre concl-u.sion that an e:<ani-naLioir of

St. Bernard ancl of Ord,eric reveals r¡hat ca.rr .bruiy be

called. a- ¡ionastic stlrl ". Hì s cìefinibion shous 't,i:e

blending of two distinct elerirents: the pagan classical

cu-liure of iire ljest i",iith ihe Üilrisbi-a.n i;radition, ii:e

enphasis ì:eing pla-ced- on tire latier'" Thus

the ¡:onastic nuriaa-nists are irot I ike ihose of iJhe

Iienaissânce, torn between t.,ïo cu-l-Lures' The¡r are
noi pá.rtialiy TraêÐ-n. Tirey a're wholf]¡ 'J^""isiian,
and. j-n tha.i äeäsõr .1-Í9 in'possession of the
¡äncia. jit'p: icitas- t'f 6)

Anoiher cl¿issica-l tou-cn is ilie insertion of Latin

verse, v¡hicit in Or.¿eric inclu,des epitaphs (solre of these

his or.¡n) ; (57) ancL in sevel:al ca-ses ¿'t shor.t poi.tion of

tire narrative i'cself is r¡r¡'ii1;en ei ihei' in Latin hexan'eter
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after the classical model or in medieval rhyrned couplets"

An example of the former is found Ín the description of

the wreck of the Blanche-Nef given in Book Twelve. (58)

Orderic at times becomes very pedantic in his application
of Roman military titles bo persons mentioned in his

narrative e,g" in calling the officers in the army of
William Rufus lrtribunis et centurionibus.tf (59) Again,

like most cl-assical writers he frequently puts his own

words into mouths of his characters as in the case of
I¡Iilliam Ils dj-scourse on his death-bed" (60)

It{edieval epic and romantic literature also have a

place in Orderic, for he includes in his work the legend

of the giant Bohernond, (61) extracts from the prophecÍes

of tr{erlin (62) and a medieval vision of purgatory " (63)

iühen Church remarks bhat the Histori_a of Orderic

is lras lively as real life, and also as confused and

unassortedrt (61+) it Ís because, in both form and content,
his work is so all-inclusÍve. rt is at once a history of
naturar phenomena, of customs and transacbions of the âgê¡

a stirring accounü of the Norman i-nvasion of England, a

gallery of portraíts of peasant, baron and king, of monk,

abbot and bÍshop, a miscellany of local anecdotes, of tales
of chivafry, of lives of bhe saints, interspersed w-ith a
detailed history of his ohrn monastic community. And, as .r/ìre

have arready noted, from one chapter to the next the
language may vary from the rhetorical and grotesque to that
of simple clarity"
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Un-,,i1- recently 'Ûhere uas general agreet,ient ti:at

the ill_arranr^r-^.^+ ^€ +'oar-s in tire l-listoria rtas due in*- - ----: Li¡rl\ilr tJ (Jr J qu L

:1 ôÞ+ *.n o -na¡i1 ¡i i.eÊSôn - n2'''^ì-- r1^^ ^:-"'1 qe in f¡OiiVe O(.tJcll't/ trO cl ¡ie:UUrrs - vsvva¡ t :¡*I-lttJ-J Ur-ts UlIaIfós ¿fr r¡rv vJ v e \

conxiìissi on beh.ind- OrcLericr s r..ror.lç" Delisle ¿:,nd l{i-rgsford (65)

both see a trii:ariite developmeilt, pera.llel to the grol^J-blr.

.i6 ^r.ôh+.i.r-¡¡ nr irisbori cal inforu:atiOn l,vhicì: the eAgerIl,l t;u-cr-tluruy r.Jl

historian âii,âssed. As the bulk of evidence increased in

ei ,z.a cr.r d'i rl hì q, nrlr.rrnse a¡] ^-^-^ ': "^) -- !!-k -r¿u vu4yvuv -.I' éil'ge rrr 
""rp", 

until ithai had'

nr-ir¡in¡'l -l r¡ hcørrn â.q a sir,'inl.e continu-aiion of tire localvI Ié5lIIcirIJ vvóqr! su p+1.:ì/Á

nonascic ennc.]s of St" õvroult, becatne a history of ihe

i'üori'rran chu.rch anci final l-y an Llniversat history covering

the ner'íocl from the Incai-nation i:o the ¿r-uihorts o-r,"rn day.v¿¡v IJ v¿

Father i'iolter sees ifo SU-ch cha.nge in intention nor eny

aband.onmeni of 'l;he e¡iginal jllan, but ratlLer Ð- continuing

ei:iichasis centrecl on the grolrth and Cevelopment of
qr llr¡-.-n,r'l i. r.Jibh a constantly recurri-ng lesser the¡;leuv. sv¿vu¿vt fiÁv¿¡ s

drav,ring attention to the ricir iniellectual and cultuf'el-

ïretej:ial of ihe eerly tv¡elfti: cen'cury " {66)

l',¡triCnever viei'l nay prgve 1,he iiiore reasOnable, the

fact re¡ìains iira-t 'l,he thirteen booics -ìncluded in ihe

liistoria l,jere not written in'bhe order in r'lj:ic"r they l,ìere

finatly bound. Critical investigation iras l-ed hisiori¿rns

to concl-ude tha-t Orderic begair. by i"r'iting the third and-

fourth -'r:oolis j¡etiyeen the years LL23 and LL?5" ¡-roni then

ñ.rì fnr. f.hê il^r'+- a-i -'rf aa;r 1¡ê:-.q l1 ê l'râ.q anr'l-i:nrr¡'l'l:¡ ^nge-EedUI-t, -l- UJ' UlJ.ç rrgåU eI¿;rIU U\t:I J ço'r ù , i:E lJcr'Ð vvrrv!¿¿v-ç'r+J

in the conìposition of his iironunenial l'Jori'i, a;oart froril sÌ:.ort

periods oí enforced. rest ciue to'bhe severe i'rinter i¡¡ee-ther' (67)
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::is llasllins noies, trthe u.niversal chronic-l-e is a

conspicuolr.s fea-!u-i'e of hisior.-! ce.l uri-'bín¿ in iire t"i'elfth

centu_i.y.tt (6S) i-le continues by poíniing ou-r, ti:ab in

+l^.: ^ .^^ø'"'nÄU.TT-Lù IJEÀ IVU

Ì..ie '\,,Ii iness e revival- in FranCe at -r,he hanCs of î'obert
of torigni' and Or'd.ericus, e,nd_in. ItaLl--v in lornr-ral-du-s
of Sal.eino, r"inile irr Otto of Freising rire Ger¡i'i¿in 

.

iristorior;rápì'ly oí ihe l.'icicle rìges reeches j-ts hi Shest
Ðoir1i, ( ô9 )

lr,,hat Otto is to nreciieva-l- Ge::r,iany, Crcie::ic is io Fi"a-nce of

tiie sâit"ie perioci. Both produ-ced '¡hat na;' be called a' -t,otal

nis-r,ory, the distinguishing cira::¿r.cter'ì stics of wÌiicir, 3-s

in Aug,-r-stine, et:e ilie cjearli¡ silec'ified i;e{i-'iquei'Llj]åg and

teri-,:inrls ad. _qu.e+" iithin ,l;he Îrarie'¡,'o:"it of tiris all-

eneôll-'ì'nassins ,ol:in a-l-l il¿'.i,ions aÍ'e incl-u-d-ed, beceu-se the
v¿¡vv:.-¡Jl4v

,ru.iitani acu.tne-rl ingenii se¡çer indiS;et u.tili sediniine
coj;:lleienter e;lerõer"i, ei, irraeLe::ita recolenci'o,
preLèsentiec,ue rilile-nd.ó, aá futura .fel-ici ter viriui-ibu-s
-i nstru-ì . (jtiisciue ciebði ciueilaiirìrocir-r-it vivat quociclie
ciiscere et fori;ia. tra-nsldtori-rn e:celpla herouäi ad
Cot,ircod-itater¡ sui eapescere. Fleruitlq11e lirulta, quae
velu_t .i nar-rc.ita i:uiantul", ru-ciuni e-uÍ'ibus insonani,
et novå nro¿ei.niä in repôntinis casibus frequ-enter
emanant ; in cuibu.s intêllectueLles i-nex;oerioru-n oculi,
nisi per revólu-ti onerir transa_ctoru_ri, caligant,
stu-diðsi ergo a'bdiba inves'bigant, _et c.uidqu-id benigna'e
;,enti profu[urutil Autur:tent, pie al;4:le:',a.nt,es, uiagni
e::i stiliant . ---
De l:urna-iro statri lapsucr,ue, ciê le-bentis sa.eculi volu-
bilitaie, êt praeleËo:'ui-: principul'Lqu-e nostrol'ui'r
viclssitud.lne; cie pace se-ur bellò, et riuf bj-Ïliodis, qui 

.

non defi.i""t, àa-siUus'Lerrigenalrirri, cuilibet dictanti-
tirena. s crib enái est col)io suriì. ( 70 )

In add.ition, .,cj:ei-e is a. second edifying espect to

the stucly oí hiscory; in i|s 'lê'É;es nle'n ¡:ay see iìre

revelai;iot: of the rnarvel I oi-rs i''iorkings of Ðivine rD;'ovicl-ence

so tirat;
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de cursi-l---sa.ecr-iii eN r"ebu.s iruriranis veraciter
scribenduri est, atque a-ci lauden Crea-toris et
oürriun rerLrfir jr-rsLi gubernatori s cirronographia
pa.ngeirda. est. iìeiernus enin: Condito¡" usque ¡;:od.o
oÞeraru-í' ei onnia- nire disponit. (Zt)

Tnis ís ti'dericrs aLtitud.e to history. ]:is

1:hi-losoitìr¡r of hisioi"y; anci ]ri s lindez'stair'j.ing oí iìre

ìrjtìâìrôse o.F h.i ¡-r- ^.^.i anr ^4-...:*. i s nl r.¡rl -r nne tyith tlfe_t OÍiJLtJ- lJ(Jùç (JI l1JÐ þ\Ji IUCLJ Þ t/LL\.U JÈ uJ-t;o-r J- 'f v

ilillia;i of i;'ahiesbury"

Orderi c1s a,illl in u-ndertaliing the task assigned

tn hi r" hrr ;'iir-no1-, ;r.Õcrêi. i ,q i,le"l 'l n.'^--aa-a¡l in tlfe int¡:OiUCt-vv rr¿¡:l vJ rrvvv v rLvóvÀ ru vlv!r vi\vr vuuvu

ionr r,¡hích r'¡as not wriiien uniil iire tiri:e of Ùhe

su-cceedin6 .iì,bìroi G',-lérin (72) ai:d tìrerefol"e p.r:eseuts a

r-¡r'rrr-'olteir.e,i ¡re Viell .v v¡¡rlJ -

Decet ubiqu.e u-'ü, sì cut novse res Ìilund-o qu-otidie
^¡a.i -r"'' '- si-c ad lau-deil Ðei assidue scriÐtoc.uurL!L¿rlu t Èrv clu !cv-uvur uv+ ciùp!uuv

trad-an'bur; u-u ei, sicut ab anterioribus praeteri-r,a
gesta usclue ad nos transti--issa sunt, sic etiam

^ n-¡+ -l "1,r a=Ðçrivra nunC a prê-esen1;ibUs futurae postefíba-ti
li-ui erarlrÍi noianine transnitta-ntur .

De rebus ecclesiåsiicis, üt sii:tple:'l Ecclesia-e filius,
sincer-e fari- d'ì spono; et priscos patres pT'o i)osse
i,:od-uloque meo irisu sequens sedulo, nrodernos Christi-
ailorurrr eventus ri¡::ari et -oropala.re sa'oago, unde
¡rraesens opu.sculurn Eccl-esfe¡!¡cCm--Histg4laa appelari' '/ -^ \aff ecto " \7') )

Lille his Inglish ccnteriporary, Orderic I.Iâs a-lr''¡ays

an obecLient soil of the Cl:.urcl:r; but ire too d-oes not hesitate

to be critica-l r+hen ironesty requires ii. Tjris is the cese,

for errår:,n'l e- r.¡hen he discusses ecclesi astica-l prorrlotion"

Plerumgue l-eves e'c ind-octi eligun-t,u:' ad regirien_
ãccl-esi-a-e tenend.u-nr, non llro sancij-iaie vitae, vel
ecclesiasticorurn eruditione dognia-tum, l-ibe::atiuliive
peritia l-itt,eråru.li, sed- nobj-lium Pro gratia pareirtum
e1-, not entu-r,t f avore an,i coz'u-r: " {7 4)



Ho';.Jever, this sa-d. state of e-ffe-i:'s has an uitd-erlying

significance 'bo Orcì-erj-c in that it ser-I,/es to sÌro''r that,

for tl:e betiever, all things r:ork together for good.

In his orvn words:

tìuibus i te pror:o'Lis cler;iens Deus parcii ac niseretu-r;
éisqr-re i:osbraodun su-pernee ubertas grati e,e infunditu-r,
et ðoetestis sophiaè per eos luce Dei donius illuninatu-r,
e'i; u.titibus stuäiis piu"e" salvan'bu-¡'. (,75)

This cannoi be fallen to mea-n tha.t ¡:an has no part to
n-lpr¡ in l':.len ì^-i ^i-^:¡rr Ì.ìroi it Cj_OeS neån iS tlfai fOf.jJ-!áJ rrr rrL¿rrc:-rt itl-Þ uul ] c lir.Lc

or.rleri e. and iiil I iarr, o¡ l,i¿l rr:es'[rtr-¡')¡ arld for nedievalvluvf¿vt

iristo:.i¿rns in Geilere.l, tire end is certain a.nd fi:;ed; bu-t

iiiere aí"e a. nu-tl--uer of .;iâys leac'l.Íng to it t':hich vary

,¡nnnrrl'in,'" âs L:a-rt does or does not co-o;oer¿.ie :"¡itìr iireqer¡b lrv ¡

Ðivine Pl-an,
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NOTES TO CHAPTER III

Historia Ecc1eçiastica, heading above pars
ef passim" A1I referenees to this rn¡ork are
found -iñ-II,, VoI. 188"

r, Lib" I.
to be

2.

3.

h,"

R,. Church: St, Anselm, l,[acmillan and Co., 187]_, p" 95.
ïbid.
J.ltü.^Thompson: A Historv gE_tllqtqricar writing, Macmillan
and Co., Ñew Yor

Histori.a EcclesÍastica, Lib" V, cap, l, 37t+ C.

Iþid", Lib. V, cap" l, 375 B"

Iþié,, prol", Liba I, 15 B.

ïbid., Lib" IV, cap" 10, 327 B. (plato is mentioned
Ð26D).
ïbid., Lib. TI, cap. 3, l1lA.
rbid "

I@", Lib.

5"

6"

7,
g,

9.

10,

11.

l-2"

L3"

14"

l-5.

16,

!7,
18.

L9"

20"

2L.

22"

Ibid", Líb"

ïbid,, Lib"

Ibld. , Lib.
rbid., Lib"

IELSL., Lib.
Ibid., Lib.
ïbid", Lib"

ïbid., Lib,
Ibid", Lib,
Ib.!d." , Lib.
.A,ccording to
inclusive.

ïV, capo 10, 3?7 Bo

fV, cap. 11, 33O B.

IV, cap. L2, 33h, B. 
_

IIf , cap. 7, 24T A.

ff, cap. 3, 110 B,

IX, cap. l-5z 696 C.

Iï, capo 14¡ 158 D,

Vf , cap" 7, l+75 C"

T, eap. 18, 66 C.

IfI, cap" 7, 2l+9 B.

I, cap" Zbt 8Z D.

the nr¡mbering in PL these are caps . L7-Zb

23. Historia Ecclesiasticq, Lib. XII¡ câp" ZZt 9!9A"



2l+ 
"

25,

26"

27.

28"

29.

30"

3L,

32"

33.

3l+.

_69_

Historia Eccle_q¿_aqtåqa, Lib " III, cap. 2I, 3028,

!., Lib. rrr, cap, L2, 26r

Ibid., Lib" IIIr câp. ZIt 3OZ

c,

B,

ïbi.d, , Lib " TIf ¡ câp . 2L, 3O3

!., Lib. IV, cap. 20, 357

Ibid", Lib. IIIr câp. 2L, 3O3

AN

A.

A,

J "W o Thomp son : .g¡:-_gi! " p . 239 "

Historia Ecclgsiastica, Lib" Nf¡ câp " 2L, 8i¡4 D.

Ibid., Li-b" V, cap" L5s l+15 B" lrBona famam religionis
eortrm Uticenses ubertim nobilitavít¡ êt multos potentes
atque medioeres ad anorem eorum provocavit, Plures ad
eos cucurrerunt, ut eis societate necterentur, et
beneficiorun participes erga Deum fieri mereróntur"rt

35, Ibid., Lib. TVr câp. 10, ¿þ81+ C,

36" Ibid., Lib. vI , eap. 2, b52 B"

37" Ibid.., Lib, fX, capo 1, 6l¡8 A.

38.

39, Ib!d." , Lib. f II r câp , L2, 26l. C "

/+0" For example¡ the acËs of the synod at Lillebone in 1080
are given in Lib. J, Cap, 6, 381 D - to 385 B, AIso
see Lib" l(II, Cap. 16, 897 D 898 B for a letter from
Abbot Roger of St" Evroult to Henry I"

l+L" J. Leclerq: The Love of Learnins and the Ðesire for God"
!191"1., C.-MÏ '
1P60, p, 198"

Ibid", Lib, XII, câp. ! and 10.

Ibid", Lib. XIII, cap. þ, 935 B.

v. EW,!g.¡ P- 53"

HisLcr:La Ecclesiastiea, Li-b. V, cap. 19, t+32 D,

fbid,, Lib" XfIIr eâp, 2?, 982 C"

J!iÊ., 982_D, The reference is to Judges, XVf, L, where
samson faIls in love with Delirah, a fõrelgner-of-the
valley of Soreke

Ibid", Lib. III¡ câp " L7, 283 C.

h,2 "

l+3.

4ü,.

b5"

46,
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Hiqbetia Ecclesiastica, Lib. III, cap. L7t 281+ B"

3l+l+ A"

333 A.

Ibid,, Lib. IVr câp. 1ó,

Ibid,, Lib. IV, cap, L2,

rbid", Lib. xr¡ câp. 11, 818 D - 819 A,

R" Church: Saint Anselm (sunday Library for household
reading). Mãmffi co., 18/1, p. 110.

52, V, -gg3g,¡ p. 55.

53" Jo Leclerq! 9!Æ., p, 161.

5b" Historia Ecclesiastica., Lib" fV, cap. 11, 330 B" A case
coüm-E-e put-ï6n^rard-Ehat Orderic was also a follower of
Sallust.

l+7 "

¿18 '
49"

50"

5L.

55.

)Q"

57"

58"

59.

60.

61,

62.

ot.
6b"

O).

In agreemenË i,r'ith H. Tileisweiler: rrDas Schrifttr¡m der
Schule Anselms von Laon und lüilhelms von thampeaur? in
Deutsc@, l,lïlnster L936" pp " z4b-b7 '
J o Leclerq r .*__9i!. , p. 184. .

V. supra, n, h,7"

Historia Eecles:þs,Ulca, Lib" XfIr cêp. l-4, 891 D"

Ibid., Lib, VIII¡ câp, 1-¿+, 598 A. Another display of his
erïdition Ís seen in his occasional use of Greek words
€og" chariqlqa¡ ggg" F. Delislers i-ntrodr¡ction in the
Bohn Library edition of Lhe Histoflq trqçÄgsiegtica.,
Vol, TV, p. XXXVIII, n" 3"

Hisboria Eecle-giestigs, Lib" VII, cap, L2, 544 B 552 L,

Ibid,, Lib, XI, cap. ), 808C 809C.

", Lib, XII¡ câp " 22, 9180 9?LA."

fbid., Lib. VIII¡ câp. L7, 607A - 612C"

R" Churchr .9g-Ë", po LIz"
V. VoI. IV of the Bohn Librarv edition of the Historia
Ecclesiastica. Þ. XXXIX. for Ðelislets viev,'" añã'ffB-
ffiVol. XIV, p. 1f36 where Kingsford gives.his view in his
article õn- Orderic. Thofupsõn (op. -cit, )
opinion" V" p. 239"

66. Unfortunately, I have had access only to
Wolterrs book, Speculum, VoI " 32, 1957 t
where lvi"ld" gai¿ffiffiusses H" iuotterl

is of the same

the review of
p n 2r5-L6,
Orderi-cus Vitalis:
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Ein Beit ,

67" trNunc hiemali frigore rlgens, aliis occupationibus
vocabo, praesentemque libellwn hic termlnare fatigatus
decerno.ll Hisboria Ecclgåiastica, Lib. fvr cêp" 25,
372 Cu

68" C.H. Haskins: The Renaissance of the Twelft-þ C9g!-UX.,
Harvard Univ, P

69. Ibid. ¡ pp. 237-8"

70. Historia Ecclesiastica, Lib, VI, cap" 1, b49B - 1+50C"

7L. &8" , t+5L A,

72" Ibid., prol. Lib. I, 16 B.

73" rbid", a5 B - 16 A,

7l+" Ibid", Lib, X, cap, 2, 722 B"

75 " rbid"
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CH,\PTEf;. FOUR

JOlii[ 0rr S]iLiSBUP'Y

Orciericls v¡orli i-s undoubtedl-y the finest exanple

of i"ioriran historicai scholarsirip in the Nwelf-t,h cei:-tury; (1)

't'rr rrnfn'r.f.rrn¡tc'lw afte,- his i.ea-th it r¡as lost to sigiii;ut¿u, u!l!vr vLtr:çvv¿J ,

for ihez"e is no record of any otirer riedieval cirronicle

rnairing use of hirn. John of Sa.Iisbur¡t, on tne otÌrer ha-nd,

Ì,.rF S T¡Ji rl el -,r 
'.e,-.r 

'trnr- r¡ i -n r.'lS Or.,lfr day anCL t jfr.Of_r_gÌf OUt ihg!iaJ vdJr!v¿J ¿ vÚ"(. '- , UW U¡: lrf 
, 

lai

l-ater. I'rid.clle Ages. Äiso, there is an a"bllnC-ance of recent

nateri a.l on fiÌany asioects of his l-ife anci ','rri tings, so Ùhat

it r',¡i11 be need-ful to bea.r in riind tilet ihis stud¡r i s

confined. to an invest,i gation of iris 1.¡orl( as an iristorian.

ühat is especiall]¡ interest'ing to irlod-e::n schcla-rs

is that John of Saiisbur-y was a nian s¡ çi cìe cultu-re aud

: nnnäi,"r'l i .qlri:'ie;i-. rrr+r.s¡ti I r: in 1,he iieilaiSSAnCe SenSe Of thecLU UVI::!JMililvr¿ u ,

vjord . äe l,¡a.s i n faci, to quo'Ue Sj;ubbs, IrtÌle cenLra'l

figu:"e of ,ìngtish l-ea-rnii:grÌ (Z) in his cia"l'. iiis ¿ictua-l

histor"ieal resea-rci: and- r+riting occuilied onl-J¡ å- short

period-, ii1 a long and. nru-liifar'ì ous careerr ',.,'ilicli incltrdecl

a i-ruÍibet" of years as studen'L and ieacher, foi-Iorved by a

resironsible posi-iion as secretar)¡ anci. confidant boih a-t

the Englisl: Pr"iltatial Seat ancl a-i 'tire .¡ìoiüan Curia, and

finall¡i Ìris election to the episcopa.I chair of Cn¿irires.

Thislastappoini;rlentr,'¡a'saretu-rniotiresceneofi:is

siu-dent d-ays ¡,'¡h.icli had- ì:een divid.ed- bet-t'¡een P¿:-ris and- ihis

olc'i- cÐ-thedral city not far to ''che south l{est" iìe tells u-s

ín ihe I'le'ba.logí-con of iris first -,,::ip abroad.



-73-

Cun pr'ii:i-:-:,, aci.ol escerLs ad.ti.oou;:i, stud.-,]oru-::: ceu-se.
nigra-ssei:, in Ga-l-l-ias, ¿-nno ait'erc posiquai: i.,l-iustris
-.êt i¡lrrr'ôrirtr TTcnri cl:.q 'l on ìllei-.-i f.-i ee noilrts e:rc=s.5if¿ ç^ r:¡¿óIv! U-11- rrçjla:vqJ, rvv JV-uvre:qu, i vvúu

hurrre-nis coniu-:ì-i nie ad i:eripateticuln lla:ì-e-t,i nulir; ciui
i;unc in ¡lonie Sancta:e Genovefa.e clarus C-oc-uo::, êt
ad.ir^ii::abi.l Ís ori:n:ibus r¡reesideba.t " (3 )

Tha lln=ri,rtiefrrrn yür. rrrcvuúiCLr-S i)a.l-e-ll-iLuS¡t is rctQf ;!ìra'ì rr'ì t:r: n?ra¡

of ôial-ec'ûic ; bu-t accorcìi.-lJ i;o Joi:n (+) lie sooll cì.epart eci,

a.nci:ilbe.¡:ic of liire:r-r:s a.ircì-.ìol¡ert of ¡.ehr.n beca¡re Ì:is nelit

i:,aste.¡:s. lhen follolçeil a- period of abou.t t,ll¡:ee yeÐrS il:
. ¡, r\

uir€Llr],j:e s \ ) / ulrcle,: lil-ii.¡n of Conciìes '.'rhon ljÌe c¿r-l]-s

itç'--¡¡=;:1¿¡t,-ì cr:s ìlos-û Sernard.u:.: Ca.rno-beìlsei-- opu-lell'Ûissi:,-us i' (6)

0n iris retr:l:ri'i.o,ia::is iolm l:Le¿ii"d l-ecturres fi"oll Gi-ibert cÌe

la Forree. ¡ìobert Puilen, l'iir.a.í:l du Pet'l'b Pont anci oihers"* - -'-- --- l

T'i¡rrq i.;'ìt-1r r hç ]igl-¡ of these, a.t:clLg 'Lne nost bii-l]-ie.nt ilinclsJ r-L,iù t ¡ir Ui¿ Vrlv -^ v--ç

oî tlre tr¡elfi;ir centr:.r7, tthe becan:te iìro::ou.ghl1'" 3rou.nd.ed. in

tlre l -ì t r¡rarr¡ and. cr.ie-lecii ca-l Ti'i v-i ur.i:t, *ntai l-ea"rneci sone'Lh.ing

of t,he r¡i¿ithei:rtaticat e,ird scientifíc üju:a.cl_riuiu-r:.tt , (7 ) ancì

ri-n-'r r:¡ ch-a'.þgi_ t,11g requì L-ed_ tircolo3icÐ-l iea,ciling inIIIlci-Li-J G\Jr)Url . vr¿vv¿vtr+vç'-

ilroparation Íor h'ìs ordinet-i-ol-] _uo 'üÌre priestirooci"

Ì'lotuitbbtairoi ng tirls i.¡ide renge of siudies "¡hich in

tiie case of joirn occu.pi ed tl.¡e}ve ]¡ea.rs, (8) iristorjr as a.

suìriec1-, r¡as no'r, includcd- in ûnY tlielfih centu-r1r cu-ri.iculuni.

¡,= ir""" Citi'onal-I i:oints oul,, hov;ever,

Jol:.n of Salisbury livecl a't a tine !.rhen liisiorical wi'ibing
i-.lrrorro'holrt r*est,ern ]uroi¡e eciÌieved r¡io:'e varied foi'nis ä-nd-
v¡r¿ vv-¿f:rve!v

finer-el'æression tl:a-n ¿it-any oiher period- in iire t'iid-d-le
¡rges. ----It is noi sur:pr-ising, iiren, 'that'----tile nlost
l.;lC.el_1r-3ea-cl r,ra:r of his Ðge, sirou-ld. have niaôe at I east one
ventu-re into iire fielct oi Ìiistor-y-. (9)

Lilce 'ûhe otire:: scholars of his tilte John sho't'¡s e

Strong c1a-ssica-l- iiríl-Llence, the reslrlt of Ì:is extensive
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Í.eading oí anci l:is delight in the Laiiir t';::iters of anticiu-ity.

iìis acLriii ration for Cicero ted iri¡n to d-evel ol: l¡irat liaskins

calls a rt0iceroniai:: atiibude 'bowe-rd philosopÌi1r and -r,]:e

hunanities.¡ì (10) Tire effect on his siyle is clearly seen

in tire fact of its purity and- flexibitii¡r; and tÌre ariazing

va-riety of f oi'rn in l:1s l'riti-ngs r el J of 'u''¡hici-r e:rhibit the

saríie remarhab'r e fl-o'r'^,' of J-angua.ge and ea-Se of expression -
lvhether ii; be letters, iris'tory, Verser poliiical theory or

philosophy - is an i-nd.ica.iion of his Trciceronian ttlany-

sid.ecLness. lT ( 1l ) Ûther cl a-ssical au-tÌro::s io t'''hoiii he

frecr,uently aliucies are Ovid , (IÐ Virgil , ( 13 ) L'-rcan, ( l-¡.)

Terence (f 5 ) and i1orace " (16 ) The Pol:¡cra-iicus- is

illustrated- b1r uieans of frequ-ent ref erence to che classi cs, f o::

e.*ce-r1c1-e, Suetonius, (17) Juvenal (1S) a-nd- Petronius, (f9)

an¿ BoBthius (20) i s also mentioned-. ÄltirouSir here and

tÌ:ei.e John inserts a fer,t Greelt lvorcl.s he i+as not a Greelc

scholar; bu'u by n:ea,ns of tra-nsla-tions ire knet'¡

st¿e-nds of the nretaphysical specula'üi9ns-of .l'laio, ifl
:.:ar-t restrapeO. 'oy liofiinus_, aã¿ al-1_ iire logical -ivorlisãi-;i"i"i;ti;, iåcru-aing the recently tr¿rnslated books of
the rneid logíct that vrere jusi co*ing into cj-rculaiion
in the ì,,Iest, (21)

Johnrs reliance on .¿lristotle for his logica.t bheory is clearly

shor,';n in ihe l'ietalogico.n which, âccording to Poole, is rrt'he

fir"st work in the itid-Crle.tges in r.¿i'iich tire in¡l:ole of riristotleÏs

Ci'p;anon is turneil 1;o a-ccouni.Tr (22)

iiiit,h the a-cl.vaniage of a- discerning and assiniia-tive

rilind. and en educa.tion suiied to the developr:lent of all its

poientia.lities, it is noi; su.rpi'ising to find John of
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S¡l i sìl:rVf S I i ter"¡¡.rr teeìrni nl:e so hi c'hiv ^^r -i ^L^r +-r^õt he- -L 
UVÁ L¿a J vvvrlr¿I!¡Uç JV ¿l¿ó¿rJJ/ lJ\JIIù.lig\-L Lrllcl

is considered ¡rthe most accoapl-ished Laiin stylist of the

tr,yel-ftl:. century.?r (23) There is iroi;ever a self-conscious

and artificíal strend runnì-ng ihz'ough nis 'rrorl;, r,'hich is a

nr-nrìrrni. n'i? i-.ha -nr ar¡.li'l'i irs I -: + ^-^-%' ¡nrì i .s cônsêôììani-.] rrPIULTU-UU Ur U]IU r---.*--o *IU\rrÜ'rJ å\tlrr ç, o-I¿L'- -Lrf, uvrlÐEVLLErlurJ

found- to sone degree in all ihe coniet.çorå.ry i'rri'L,ings"

lr^,.,^r,^Ì- +h^ breâ-d.th of ]ea::ni¡g in John resuits in jrisI¡\J !V (' V çL , t llg IJA çc-\J. Uf ¡ vI ¿vq! r¿!rli:) lrr e v¡rrr

excell-ing all his confrères- in his use of languâgêr in

rvhich there is none of tìre e.l'¡1ct+ard-ness of aa Orde::ic and

Iittle of 'blr.e crud.ity of a 1,,'ill-ian: of i'ia}'lesbu.r;r. ãven in

his adl:erence to literery conventioil, he ::e-r,aÍns a deligllt,ful

freshness and snontaneity r..'hich is revealed in his viüid

t1:umbira.il- si<etcl:es in il:e ilistoria Pontificalis. A colou-:'Í'ul

e:ta¡:þl e of titis fea-r,gre of Ìris iriiing i 5 seen in i;ire picture

of the ambi'cious iienry, Bishop of ì.irj-nchesicl', êt 'tire perpal

na-r-Jr -i-nr¡i n a * ^ -..^ l..i s o.r-i e.1 OVei- þiS fail Ui.C 'UO Obtai nUOUI-tJ UJ.'yIIIó LrU crÐÈL¿cró\- j.t-LÐ õ)r !vÀ v v v¿ ¿r

ån archlri sho¡rl-c"

Cllril vero episeopLl.s preter absolutioire¡l se nichil optinere
posse videret, accel:t;r Iicentia i"ediens'veLeres staflras
êrnii iìoriie, c1uâs .iintonian def err.i f ecitr;'r Uncl-e_, _cu-i-¿ elr-ni
i¡icii-ssei gra-i:,aticlr.s qu-i-da.n barba prollna et pìr.i]-osophi
graviiâte ceteris i n ciÌT'i a spectabil-iorell idol-a coeri.ere,
ãnþiili et l-aborioso lilaSis cuam siudi-oso errore ge-lliili-urr,r
fa.brcfa.cta, sic lu-sit in eu-lít:

t lirsani-u i,-etel"es sta'LLr-as lar,asipi¡u-s et,leiìcLo. I (2+)

The for"ni of the llistoria Pontifical-is is cu-itç i1n-l-ilie

tha-r, of 'Lhe nona.si;ic chronicles " To begin i¡iili i'Û is sol-eJ-¡.r a

nnntâ-nrlr.r-.âri r -t ao¡rÅ pnd es sucjl . 
"orr="= 

on'l r¡ a slroz"t -Ðej-iod.U(JI¡lJçUllJ\Jr q¿ J r vvvr e, L:r¡ut (^u

of tine four l,/ears to be eliect (1iàÛ-52) - e.nC on'llr e iirniteo.

qê.r.rêneê o¡' ¿:r,nr{-- ;-unaa On ,,.lj3i Cji .bhe aC'l;i OnS anO- <jeCfeeS OfÞELiL.ltr;lr\.ç v-L \t v'3i1uÐ t u!:\rÐs (

ti:e Curia haC ai d.irect bea"riirg. Siücc tne autnor', Jolin, ','tÐ.s
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hìrLrself ei:i:lo}-ed aLt ihe pa-1:al- colr::t jn tlie period i;j:ich he

d-esc::ibes -ühere i s no d-ou-bi: thit -i,i:r'ougi:out nros-r, of iire

bool.l he is ',,,'::iiin8 ü.s all e¡ie-r.;itness. äo-;let¡e¡', 'the:-e -ì s

siil-I unceï'i¿iint;r ¿5 to the ciate oí coil,ïrosiiion of tÌlis
,.rnr.l: , i.s _ nl-,r rn-n c-l I ôrì dñ^ -f i n3 I 'l .; j, a.S being j:ìOSt Cl OSe j y''lU-L::, :-I J. vIlIíJttÇlII ÐLLå€)|;ÈL

iir accol"cl i;itir tì:e ev'i(l.ence, (25) ¡.fillou.gh Poole l:râs

inclinefL io an ea::lier dâie for' -t,ne actua-l- l'lriting,

fol }owed b]' a I L'.iel: rev-ì sion"

The i:::oblei:i oí hi stoi'i ca.l eccu-ric-i¡ ';epend-s in parL

oii tire daie of =.¿riiín¿ beca-use soiiie of ti:e na.i'raiive lrust

havc ine.¿:-'cibly cot:te Íroi,i Joi:n1s l:el..oij/ j åii1ci ai-'[ircu.3li ne

ï:¡Ê.s reriiarjr¿,'"Ð1J¡ obsei'v:rnt enci irainecl- in 'che facu-l'üY of

-nair,.r:l¡orinr-." d-i qnrrrn¡ne'i es in tÌ:e recorC cou--] ci not hel-o! gi-:ç¡¡.uçr ¿r!5 t !-ruv!

l¡uö be increased r¡iiir liie 1:assage of tiii'e '
/:,sicÌe íro¡'i this oÌ.r.e uncertainiv, the Llis9oria.

ï,oii'i;if i cal'i s coniains rlucjr valuable j:i storíc¿l- evì'Jeitce"

'rí]rei'e Jol:n recounis hiS oilÌ1 cxpellience l:-ì s 'Uestinotr]' is

n^..rr¡l at ol r¡ -f,ia1r cl-rrnrâ*-ltrr '1.r*: he d.edj-CAteS hinselí tO blf eu(rlr:fJ-L(;uÇJJv vr uLi)ui{vÀ v¡¿J ! rvr

Salite high staad.eri. of tr"r-rinfu.l-ness a-s do Orcl-eric anC

î,iil-liari-i oÍ iia.l nesbu;'¡' "

In hij-s'a.u-tei:, qu-e ciici';-ru-s su-r: niciiil- a-uctore Ðeo
scrj-ba.rrt, i1j-si ciuocì- visu et at-r-d-itu- verlini esse
cogllovero, veJ- qr-roci probabilir¡r virol:Lirn scri ptis
fuËrit et au-ctoi:-tatè subni:'iu-n " (,26)

lio'i;ever - â s Sal-t¡i,a-n relia.rkS, r¡ihe cenira-l isSue iS, irOi'r

r.ûU-cji of tl:le lli¡þ-4a,-i is eye-',','i-tness reco::ciing?i1 (2'i)

In ,Sone cases iohn is ca"i"efu:.l io iiiÍori:i u-s of iris preisence,

for exa¡rr:l e, å-t iire Council o.f l',ileirrrs in 1146 rr'hen ne sia'¡es

¡.¡- 'l-ì nir'lrr irnlr-i .oresens ad-erê,i-,1 .rÌ (?'¿) Tne seilie is -r,rL:-e in
ç/tU-i--! t/J U-LJ L.i
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connecbion t;ith il:le tria.l of Gii beri d.e I a Porrée, f oi' he

bel'l s the read-elr:

Qu-od vidi loquor et scri-l:o, sciens r,,ihi apud- iJeuni et
hon{nes conscientie ei íal:e ilispendiun iniminerer si
fa-lsj-tas presertiril de re ianta fuerit j-n ore et
oper"e neo n (29)

John also gives relíabl e and- tirerefore val-u-able

informe.tion about condi'cions in ãngì-anci d-u;'ii:6 the

anarchy" .As ïirs. Chibn¿Lll- explains:

Hi s 61-.i¡-l ¡rrrn,o'nl i n iho rr:n¡'l enrri't ô'âVe iri m .1n inSigift¡¿Jp úrrrrvlvJr¡¡vr¿u ¿J-'

into.sone of tire English bu-siness being iransacted a-t
]?n:ro ..hd ho h¡rì nnrrn:-N1¡-11ities la'cer oí g¡r-p;oiei:ienting:LV:r¡U t e-¿¡V(

his knowledge tçhen he wa-s ì-n the irousehold of
¡i.rcjr'oishop Theobal-d. FIe is abl-e to give an a-ccount
of I'íatil dãt s appee.j e.gainst Stephenr s claii'ä to'the
ihrone, which t,;as heard b¡r Innoceni; II in LL39, and
s'ba.tes f1¡-f I y the argnntents used in her suppo::t by
bishrop Ulger. (30) Fii s '*ork is of va-Iue in
illustrating the gror,ving suspicion of successive
îìônês tnr.¡pr^rlq Sf.anhon---and for tlfe deta"iled chafgeS
}Jvrvu vvere-¿ !-v

oÍ simony in connectÍon r¡,¡ibh ihe e.'eciions to
St. iluguêtine 1s Canterbury, (3f ) a.nd l,ondon in 11 5I.
It con[a-ins too a gra¡rhiÉ a-ccount of ;irchbishop
Theo'Saicirs escape lron, England (32) against iire liingts
ord.ers, ai.nd his di'arna-r,ic Ð-,Ðpea-í-ence a.t the Council of
lìheirrisi per"i:aps no single i';orll gives nore elociu-eni
testi¡rLony to tire efforts of TheobalC t,o rtaintaín the
uniiy of the Church l,lrougirolt'c . the clifficuli perioci of
civil_ di ssension in Ingt and. 133)

Simila.rly, in speakin6 of the SeconC Ci'u-sad.e, John

rahiarr,oq a lrin.þ ¡eqi-ee o.1 aCCr:1.O".r. ¿1 f,,þnrrc.h in thie CA.SeGUrl-Lç V 9J q ¿rrÉ;ll \.f gór çç UI AUUUi qvJ t qJ-v¡rvuóaa J¡¡ w¡r¿u

his infor¡nati on n.ust have been p'i eced together froir' several-

c^,,r^nae. lat,) a.nd- he qu.i-ie frani:ly adi,rits this lacll ofuvu¿ vvu, \Jat J ---

first-hand evidence b]' lnserting tfut crecliturtt (35) or

rrt 'ni.ncrrl rìrrìri I cred.itui:" (36)v-v y¿

narrative.

at several poi nts 'ìn ihe

Johir is especiar Iy illi-rrnina-iing in his characber

siudy of Pope Eu-genius, and of o-r,her prorninent pu""on=, both
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ecclesiastica-l ancl }ay. In thi s a:rt he exhibi'i;s greai

sirill-, niairing fi-rl-l u-se of his adva-ntages over those of

his brethren 1.rho lÌere obliged to r;rit,e their cj:ronicl es

fror¡: betrind 'Lil.e convent ttÐ-ll-s. Being a sssular cJ-eric,

and, r"ecogni zec'i as ã aan of inie.l lectual a-droitness and-

of d-ee'i: J-ee-rning, lte ','Ia.s soon gìven a posìtion of

ø^õ.1 ^-ñ ¡i irì'l i-t-.¡ i r¡ hi r'h anr'1-ggl¿.StiCaf Cif CleS; andr âS¿ çÞpv¿f ÐI u.!r: vJ !¡f ¡r!ó:¡ vvvrvu¿u , -"-*, '-'

¡ ¡^^,,'l ;. i- lra l-'¿¡i n j n.¡ r..'rni Ch he f eCeiVed- ai the CUfiad I-lrÐL,t-Lt/ t UII\J UI aIII-Lrlèi vJl¡J9¡¡ ¿Iç ¿ vuv! v vv- uv v¡¡v

and his pe::sona-l â.cquaintence r¡ith rrlÐ.rr5r oÍ tÌ:e lea-d-ing

figures of botir Churrcir and- Siate, r¿al;e his corrunents all

ihe lnore y¿]¡r.¿þle to us ioday" Fiis i'efl-ections and

oi:j-nions reveai û. niân of rtod.e::e-iionr seniil¡ and solrnd

i,,-t.-.-^h,^- +
LJ L¿l,L¡; çtrrr\;r-r þ o

Let u-s reilr-rn for an e:iariçl e of ihese ciuaiities

to Po;oe lugeniu.s. ì.'i'iihout any clispiay of ha"rsl:ness or

cond.emnation Johnts insigÌr'c leads hirn -r,o see one of -bhe

'{.r'l -...^ ; - {-i.a .1¡iì 61q elr¡fpej-,ef n-LIL-"FjÞ -l-ll v.tLç ¡JV:Jv ú u¡rÇ-! s-v I

lJ-nqJ- ñ qn^' ' . ^; -." ô !r+ .'j -.. a.lj-cui crederet3i'aU flctt.ruLle SUSpI-Cl-OSISSl-niUS I UU vJri
nisi in hiis que J'erllijl e:-'perieniia- vel aucto.rj-'ce-s
persjricu-â slra.ctebat. Susiritionen vero e:: ciuabus
èausis prcvenisse arbitror, tulrr e>l infirnitate na.tu-re,
tu-re quiã conscir-ls erat eg::-i iudinis late.rurn suorrulli; Sic
enil:iÌ essessoires ei consil-i a-r"i os consuâverâ-i consu-avei"at
arpettaï"e. (37)

On'bhe o,cher'hand, the cleotl oÍ tÌre Popets Üi:risti¿-n love

ri^¡t'.r,¡*i'lii-rr p?è e'le,qrlv shor,.m in hi-s treatlieni of theÇ-I¡U :^L/_¡rr:¿J V j ç.r v v+v+4 J-J

ciivo:.ce case of üugir of ;ipu-}ia. In ihj-s case

su-opl i s¿y1¡ iiaclue et suasit quan-tui'i valebat a-ffecti o

nat-ris et facu.ncij-a oratori s. et -¡eneranda Íidellbi-ts
' l^"¿c',-ì :rn:r'l- i -Fi a'i < rrt ôr:-,ni l:engOf e depOSiiOeillr neilCaâ rtOil:âll-, llorLl,J-r r *-

cOíí:eS uXof êìi; be irigne reciperet, Iion taÌi iuri S obsequ-ens
necessi'Ëati quei; lid",t exhi¡enå et affecLionen coniugii. (i;)
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The i:lea wa.s su-ccessful-, aircl. iohn adds Ìris fin¿Ll conrrieni.

rri{i i s presens iirierfui-, uncì.e ea a-d- gl ori-an Dei e'i; ironorem

tant'ì ponti ficis cu::avi <iil igentius ena¡-rare. ?r (3't) l-iis

coinparison of St. l3ernârd a-no- Gilbert d-e ia Po::rée is botir

íranic ¿ind- ciraritable "

E¡:e-nt tal:en a-l'ibo o1i-Li::äe liffera'Li et ;i.di::odum elocu-enies
secl dissiinil ibris str,rCiis. :l.bi:as (i3ernaroL) enrn., -c1u.od

ex operibus pa.tet, preC-icatcr ere.i e6reg'ìss, u.t ei post
bea.iur: Gregoriuir neninei'i cense,3.irì conferendurl:; sin¡,,t:-lariter
el ega-nti pol lebat stilo, adeo divinis exerciNatu-s in
litteris u.'L onr'r.eiir. rlaieriafi verb-ì s ¡:i'oirhetic'i s et
apostolicis decentissinie exi:licaret "----Secu.la.r'es veJ'o
li'bt ere s , äiinus novera,t , in c1u-ibu.s , ut crediiu-r' ,
epíscopu-ril ( Gitbert) neno nostri üei:.i:oris ¡ci'ecedebat. (¿r0)

,E-r aa..,l"aza r.o pâ.ir1ts a vivid ;ciciu-re of Peter ,libel-a-rd. (4.1)!-LÐ\t'.r!11\tf l= Il\; _ { rUluUU-¿ ç V!

;is i t has ah'ea.d;; been i:ointed out, the ',.rriting of
l¡i qì-^Fr-r ..T1c 

^,-t'l \¡ r'ìyìe Êntônq Ìì'F71i¡ ii oir^ìs. ô13 ¡a'r-'i-.'i+-- "'-^ tiieLlJ-ÐUULJ' !ìcaÈ, V:!LJ \JIIç Gl¡lvr¿ú l1-s.IrJ'I.LçJuÈ \J! c:UUIV:UJ II!

ce.reer of John cÍ Sa-L-isbury" i[evertceless, l:e coi:r¡;ienced

this pa-rticula.¡' tasl; iå¡h ¿- c1ear, u're-l1-ihougìrt out pu-i'pose

i1. ::,i:a^r r-¡.r ihis he p-resents in the irrOlOgUe of tlie book"-Lll !ll-il\-À , C-LIIV-

In t,he introCr-¡-ction he addresses Feter of Celie 1,o,,thorir ire

d-edicates the volune.

Unde voluntaii'uee, clominoruin anricoru.Ítoue kai"is"int",
fibentiu-s a-ccltriescens, or:íssis aliis, ea oue ad pontificalen
ì¡-,^r-^- ; ê.¡r { si e) na:-tinei.ri. nrnrrt. ni.oeini s. jloi r.ra-tia.jrJ ùu\./I IGI;: \ ÐJV ¡/ !ç¿ V¿¡Àer¿u t lr4 vuv iJ¿ vvlIJ¿Ù 5 vvL {rr.
-n¡oo:rn1. a ^nay-c1-ro-ì nr¡¿rl o ôlty-îìlô irrr'l or,l ìr¡horrq -ô14^.i-ìôqì l-rrrr!J¿ LiIJU-IIUrg yE J- Ð UI Jrl¿i\,r ü vL¿f aUL/ t llluEl:- rIGUçIlrf, IJ! UUvÈ! vu-rrr,

coetaneis et posteris ,oroj'iciencli, qu.oc croirici
scrintnre.5 al-ii ante l:ìe noscu-n'"ur habu-isse" ijoru..r:iuv¡ ¿jJ

vero or;-uriu-nr u-nifo:'nis inieniio est, scítr-r oi-gna refei're,
u-t per ea Çu-e fa-cta sunt conspiriant'"rr invisibilia-

''^) 
- 

et rrllâs-i ni'OnOS-it,iS g'ç¿:-¡-'nf io ¡øa"'ii rra]Uel-r' \+/-t vv Liuqvr ----',,.iJIil) pÍ'ei:rri Vi
7rêi1ê -codrf¿1it, hornines in tii,rore Doiiiini et culta-irv¡¡v t r vv-\

iustítie ca-u-iio;'es, (+3) ----Val-et eiiarri notj-cj-a
cronicorum ad statuenclas vel evacua-nd-as prescriptiones
et privilegie. robora.nda vel infirna-nd-a; nicitilque post
graiiari et I egerii Dei viventes reciiu-s et va] icì.iu-s instruì t
Ãr.,r,,., si trr,-+ ô ô^r¡nnrra:.'ì.Ì1t d.eCeSSOl"Ll_ll:. (A-[). LrtL¡-c,.I!r J.L Èi,JÐ Uc çL,/ó.1¿r, v sr -:

This is essential-Iy 1,he sanle vieu ãrs that ellpresced b¡r botir

Crcieric and i+itlia.rn of l.;3.1¡ûs5þu¡¡r, and c.enonsiraLes clearly



A^-öu-

the irnportance 1",¡hich all ihree ettach to i;he r''¡r'i ting and

^+..,t-r ^.Ê L; ^+/SËUC-)r oI IllS uOrY

At .ühe opening of the fii'st che.pter, John aelies

t,he add.itional renark that his i-nteniion is to make his

chronicle a coniinuat'i on of ihat of Sigebert (l+5\ of

Geräblour: -ruirich eirded in 114â' fn this connection it is

r.¡nr.l-lr -nn{-.i n:. tira.t the Liistoria Po;:!ificalis- r,'ras d-i scovered
Vt VJ V¿I ¡¿v vIa¡Õ

nn'lrr ¡ hrrndrerl -¡rq,rrq nc,'o -,vhen it r'¡as fi,:st published. frort
ulL-t-J q rluJlu¿ çu J vç-¿ u *tf"

a rilailuscripi; in l,¡hich it appeared as aif enollyËous

continua-tion of Sigebertts Ühronicle" It i'¡a-s soon sho¡n

by a Gerlran scholar, Giesbrecirt, (Lv6) tnat tire ev'idence

indispul,abt;,r pointeci to Jokrn of Sal-isìcury as the a-u-thor"

iiccording to J;ìrs. Chibnall, the IIis'boria

fa.l-ts inio no clearly defined categorir of writing:
tÌrough cas,o in tÌre fô::ilt of universal hisiorir_ i¡
rerlalns in su-bs¡å-nce hj-s memoirs of the papal cou-r't,
cornbi4ed luiih a leilgthy t;'eatise ol1 the teacìring of
Gitbert cle i_a Por"réð, ând enricired with l-ea-rned
¿rll-usions Éind. digressions. (f+7)

Thì c rì,¡crar.i i¡f.i nn exnl ai i-rs r^rhv another Ìri-sNoriau statesIl1-!Ð uvJvr !y eJ-Url v^iJ¿q4rru rr¡:J

that the rrliist,oria- Ponöific¿.]-is is a fasci-nating fragment

of a chronicl-e, bu-t tirere never was a- histo:-y so

confu-sed" tl (¿lÉ)

Can tiris last siatement be accepted as true r'"rithout

some qua-lifica'Ûion? It rrray be a platitude, bui it is

irr^enrrerni,lr¡ f¿t ontì-.en f,h:;t historl." cen be r'¡rj-tten only as
I L \tLi l.¿iJIr U rJ r vJ óv v v v¡r

it is understood. b¡r the hunan tninci, idricÌr, il-l conten-pleting

r-'na .{-lr¡,rrohtq t.¡Ords anCl a-CtS Of any giVen period, is nevef
urLE v¡¡vwó¡¡vu,

crrn^êq<fìrl in 'nraqoni-.inø' a clear and at ihe satìe ti¡ne
JUVVVUpTv'+ +¿¿ v¡ vuv¡¡v;¡rõ

co¡i,p'l ete accouift of af} tl:e-t ha-ppened. jind-r ofien in tire
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en¿eavour 'ro u-nravel the com,Ðleiiities of intricate si-t,ua-tions

and. conílicting vielv points, there 'i s great clanger of losing

perspective and. balance for iile sal'le of cla-r-ity. Tire point

is tirat Joirn of ualisburyrs ivork (o.,.'th¿:i; of any other

;-+^-r'r.l¡'nni- ,.,riter of histOry) nay ìndeed Conta{n r,,'ha-t aay-LII U çI-l-Ië; ttl¡ U 
"-Jl 

I \, ç¿ ur ¿¿r Ù v\

be consid-erecl as irrel-evant naterial, e"nd tnay also onlit

other inforrnaiion ihat solfle t"¿ould say shou-ld ha-ve been

includ.ed; ho'.tever, given his ed-ucation aird abii-iiy, ì:re cen

hardly be eccr-lsed of vriting haphazarcllf ivithou-i, conscious

sel eciion a-nd. arra.n6e::ient a.:rd. without an]' reres.ding or

revision" It is to be hoped tir¿.t an understa,ldj-,:lg of his

pÌiiiosoph)' of history (l-',9) nel,¡ lre 'bhe ke¡' neecieci to explain

iris his'tori cal nethod.

Tire inti'oduction of tÌre ÏÊp!-qr]-A CLoes, il'l ,soÌlìe

r-ac-¡ar.tq. -¡o.rei:ihl e tþC ìte.r-i' '.'i -¡- n-Î s .'n¡j; Of UniVel'Se]-r ciÞiJVU UÞ t I çJCllU-'-lg UtIU iJçè5-Lrll¿Jrl[; vr itv

ili si,Ory. tr'or example, ii cOniains a nunber of refe¡'enCeS

to events of botl: 'ühe Cld anci Ì'[er¡ TesLa.n:ents folloued- by a-

brief nention of ci:roniclers froiri S'i;. Luke onna¡'ds â.S far

e-s $igeberi of Gerblou-:i" lior'rever, fror,: the first cirapter'

tirr.ou-gìr to tìre end, it i-s stri ctl-r¡ e contei;:loi'e-Í7 liistoz';r,

as has been aoiecì a.bove, $ince ti:.e fj-nal cìrai:-r,e:: bree"lis oÍ-f

in the i.iiddle oí a sentence and. the renaining sireet olî sireets

^f' ",ronrron-¡i:rr haVe been lOs'ü, it :-s nOt .oOSSible tO aSCertainUl- fll.Ú,llL¿Þ \,¿ IjJ U l¡G v v v vvÀ¡ ¿vL

i:oit niuCiL irtoÍ'e T.,jaS Origina-r J-y 'i;rittenu äo'r¡eve::, since John

l-eft Roirre ei1:her in 1153 ot LL5l+, it is probable that onJ-y a

page or tr,lo rûê.]¡ be liiissj-ng.

Tirere has a-fu"eac,y been suffi cieni, jusiifica.ti on for
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the comment that the life and writíngs of John of Salisbury

seem to be the centre of some uncertainty and controversy;

and there is, now, a second chronological difficulty which

should be mentioned. In addition to bhe uncertain dabe of
composiüion of the Historia, (5O) there remai.ns also an

equal amount of obscurity with regard to Johnfs movements

during the four years (1.J.48-52) about which he writes.
undoubtedly, the nature and number of his travers, and also

the position or positions held by him in this period are of
prime concern in our efforts to understand and evaluate the

Historia. [Irs. chibnall, (51) Brooke, (52) and saltman (53)

have all recently investigated Foolets earlier suggestions, but

so far there i-s no unanimous conclusion. For i.nstê.nce,

Mtrs. chibnall- agrees wiöh Poole that John appears to have

been in the papar emplo¡naent because he had access Ëo papal

registers and letters " (54) sal-tman considers that the

weight of evidence poi-nts to his beíng emproyed by Theobald

during this time and beÍng twice sent to rtary to transaet
business for the Engrish primaüe. At each visit his stay
must then have been long enough and his commission j.mportant

enough to permib him to observe and learn the inner workings of
the Curia. Brooke üends to side with Saltman but admits thab

Èhere is no indispuEable evidenee"

It is doubtful whether, John of Salisbr:ryrs Vita Sancti
Anselmi and Vita Sancti Thonae should be considered as history.
ïn keeping with the custom of the tirae they are þoth conven-

tional works of hagiography in which historical aeeuracy is
subordinate to the
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ìrôr1-,râval of c'hnriÈ1¡ în JOhif IS CASS ihe life Of Ãnsel¡i
iJVa \/r qJ cJ- v¿ È)qIIU U: vJ . 4¡r

r,¡as vgritten to l-end support 'Ûo tire llloveillent for his

^¡n¡ni z¡iin:r. and. the Saíjte is true of tÌre life of Ìris greetuallLrtlr 4q vJvl¡

frì eirrl 3n¡l ¡¿i.r^nn ,rrehhi,.+l1gp ThOmaS. Laief iri S-r,Orîie-nS haVeI tr J Vf ¡U u-r¡s vq vÅ vil t i:¿ v¡¡v¿v¡

reproechecl John for noi having pl"oduced a biogra.phy of e man

he lcnew so 1.,re11; bu-t i"Irs. Chibnall points out thai his
trintentioÌ,I 'rIê_S Sirrpl¡' to ¡,r-¡'ite Ð.n introdu-C-,,ion LO TiroinaSls

letiers and. ihe bíographies of others---ancl. io add his

tesiirrrony to the ¿rrchbishoprs sânctitlr.tr (55)

Tr,.¡o of John of Sa-lisburyts '"vorks are dedicated to

Tho¡nas - the Policrâticus end tile ¡!e!ql-qgig-on. llotir of these,

the one a. ireatise of poliiic¿.1 theor;r, e.nC. the other an

ì?iniellectual autobiography,¡r (,56) ê.Te of value to tiris

d-iscussion in tirat ihey reveal tlle auihort s vi erc oí socieiy

a-ncÌ of life in generð-l, *na therefore gj-ve us an insight inbo

l:is apllroach to liistory. In r,he case of the Pol-icraticus

John rire.y be contpared rij-tir Otto of Frej-sinËr since both nen

discu-ss ttre rel-ai,ionship bett¡een Church a¡rd State. lit a-

tine l.{hen r.,¡iLirin a century ihere occurred botir the ii'4erial

huiailiation at Canossa and, tiie ¡:.urder oÍ' a-n .¡'ircilbishop of

ta.nterbur;r, this wa-s clea-i'i-y cile of ti:.e iilOSt controversial

issues a-t staile. Both Oiio a.nd John sid.e riitÌr 'i;he Church

as 'being ihe uitinie.te source of authority, thus insisting
nnn the qrnerin-nil.¡¡ nf cr¡ifit,trAl OVef: terni:Ofal i'UIerS and On.'uII Urlg ÐU-Us¿IVr¿vJ vÀ u:J¿¿¿

{- j¡a r¡r-i tlliì1l\r ô.rr l-l^^ jr^^-{-^1i I rn\ rFl^¡ Ì:n{-n'l n':j ¡6¡ âsvrrv .J! -1.' tne nposEo-Lac Ðee. " \) ( I rrle ijasjS.$i¡ dÞ

j,ínc¡r'r^ir noìni-..5 ou-t tris a defense of logic in ìts broad sense.trr.¡vl,kr¿J __o_ _ _(5ìj)
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El serr¡herer iilcGarry asser.ts iìla.t ihis ',^¡oril coniains

his 1:hilosoph;r 6f' eclucaiion, and rtihe ke-v to his ;ohiiosopiry

of ed.u-ca_iion is iris general philosopity.rl (59) The

question is thei'efore - v¡here does John stand in tire

philosopi:icat arena? One foi'tll in which his a-nsl"fer is

expressed is.in his definiiion of tru.th. t?Otrnis enim re5,

.{-r.r.n r¡,orir-.s. ^a{- ^ìì¡ñ+^ i'raginer,i DeÍ fi-d.e,l-iU-S e;4p¡iriii.lt (60)
Uct.LIUU V çf -l-L-:Þ, çÞ U uru-clti'Lr\J. ¿¡¡

Thtr-s, in ihe ]vietalogiqpllr ås 'jn iol:nrs iife and thought the

central and i',nifying coircei:t'ührou-3Ìrou-t- is' God, . is the
fon,i; an¿ fund-arlienN oi ati reaf iby anci f erct I i,la-nif esiiirg
liinrsel-f bit by bit in ihe vi-sib-ie g¡irr^'aca rl-¡:rr'¡'ìng filå-n

eveï' io.'.,ä.i¿"í"-ii"-ËoiJ' quest or t""ii:""f 6Tl-"'-

until iiris poiniI oo mention has been nade of John

ofsal-isbu.l'ylsconsLantreso::'bioScril;iui'a'l:34-ssages

ti:roughou"b iris wri'ci-ngs, It ¡iusi nou be erlrrhasizecl that

his clevoiion to cla-ssica] authors i-n iro w:iy inipJ-ies ¿ì neglect

of ii:,e tsibl e e-nci 'che Faihers. iìor,¡ever, to iiientioir this is

moï'e relev¿-nL a.t ,cÌie present s;ta.ge of ihe discuss'ì onr since

his usc oí $criptu-r'al cilr-oiai,ions i s not so mucii a tiatte:: of

st;rl s a-s of fu.ndai'rlent,al outJ,oojt" ÁS Ìiasliins r"eÌíâi-riis:

If Jol:n lcnel',l" iri s classics, ite aiso iine';J l:is 131'bl e and iris
Latin irathers a.nd cruotes úl:el sìde by- sid-e. To hir¡r ihe
cl¿issics r;Jere ûot, e aer:e bra-ining for theoiogyr-the';'r,','rêîe
;;;ihy of study f or ilieir clnl sa.ile ani' f oi' riloral p::ofit "

The:r:e- is no seäse oÍ aatagonisrû between Lonan a-ncì

ci:ristian. jru'Û iite i,,,¡o ace fu-sed in a well--i:oundec
Ch:'istiair.'l:ur,lenis¡,,. (óZ¡

.iojrn ijius ::efl ects tire spiri'i, of tire nied-ì et'¡-l lì'en¿-issance,

a sp1-rir-i of s¡rnthesis al:ci b.¡:eaciih of iearning r'âiller ilia-n of

analJ/siS e-irci s1:eci ar.-1-izati on of sir.idy ' iiis treirc¡rcl-oped-ic

I p:i-ni np' aird--*-catnol-j-c tasöett {63 ) *";' pa::ti a-lly iriça'ir
JVçL!



U-nity end coherence of thoughi, so thet to Soll.ie e:<tent his

idritings resenìDl-e Ð.

fiúSeU-Li of natier ailcient, ancl- :loderl:; fu-il of charliing
þor.tï.aits a.ncJ. land-sca-pes, rlcir in icl-eas, , Ð*'.t ci uttered
','rith junlc e.nd only stightl¡r or"ganized. (O4')

. 0n ilie othe:: hancÌ, iìre resu-li is a rui:olet:ess of

ou_tlooi<, i..rhich '¡e have al so íouncÌ in o'bher ri:edieval chi'cnicles'

Iir gojrn of Sa.l -{ sbu:.y 'Uei-'.perai,:e,rt, ed-uca-t'ì on anci llrofess:lon al-l

coi,ibine to bear a rich and 'Jiverse assorinen-u of literary fru-i'U.

Tirere is here a degree of fac:li'üy of e:ipression a-'rd of

abstraction of tÌrou¿ht not Íound in the less refined i',iill-iairl of

T,lalnresbrii'y nor in õl:e ÍIol'e sinipl e Ora.eric. Ûn a deeper level,

however, thez'e is essenì,ieill¡r ¿it" sa'Ëe attitu-de" there Ð-re t'¡o

very reveÉìli ng Ii nes in the lflit+rcug, the a-l-ternaiive and

self-e:rplanatoi.;i iitle of irhicìr is De- Dg6.r,rate P4il-qep:¿nqruE;

a-nd in¡hese raay be for-rnd a key to his u-nd-erstanciiirg of life:
ÎÎSi versus Deus est irominum sapientia- verat

Tu-nc anoï" est veri philosophia Dei.tr 165\

tii'lsnn internrets this to r,rean tha.i t,het?coi',plete philosopner--
u¿¿vv!¿

is not he l.¡]ro is conienb -',,'¡i'Ûh a theoretica-l knoruledge, but he

l¡ho h-ves the d.octrine ire pi'ea.cires.tt (66) In accordance r^¡ith

irbel-ard, John believes in tire authorj-ty of reason a-s a- God-

given instrurnent fo.,: tire use of ina,n; (6óa) but the finaj

basi s of his cÌoctrine requ-ires reason -uo gíve pla-ce io faith"

îlãt quia tam Sensus, quanl raiio irumana- fi'equenier erra-t, âd

.: -.t- ^'ì ì -r ð^n,{-i on r¡az.i f.ati .q - Ðri-nuÌti fundanentu.il lOCaVit inIILUir-LIJ-._Uì(ilIU-LA1¡1 V vÄ !vsv¿u t ¡

fid e .iÌ (67)
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iíe finci this sa-rte i ciea expressect in a rnore

concrete me.nner i n a letier wrì-t'cen by John io

Bari;irol-ofiìê',J, erclxdeacon of Exeter.

Singuli pro su-o locuntu-r a-r'oii;rior !ed_roenes U¿u-n est
r"enãral i è et necesseria interLr,:etaiio legu.r.i et ca.nonurii
lotiu-s d.j-vini ec hu-r:ani iuri s et ornni u-tl quâe statuta-
su-nt e'b initio ' ( 6¿ì )

Âncl earlier in the serie letter in even sfroirger terms:

Foruis et poiens est Ðoririnu-s exercituuüi identque_suaviter'
disponir oi,nj-a ei eos, qui d-is1:osiiioni eiu-s reluctantur,
potènter conteret su-'o'péctibus suis. (69)

The l¡orlcing of the Dj-vine 1¡il-} i n and throu.gh ilisiory,

as uncie.rscood- b)' Joþn of sa-lisbur;r, is brou.ght out in the

F.i ¡¡'ì ar^cnJ- a-n of the iuietalogicon, T.tnei.e, witir a-l l- theorizi ngI-L.LIc,_i çILc¡fJrJV¿ æ

asid.e, a-ncl- ii: a ÌìiånneÍ'ctosel-y a.kin to Ord-eric, l:.e looks out

ô1r s distrauEht and t;icked r,vorid." lïriting at ihe time of
v¡¡ s s+ u v* !!v!Èr¿

the death of Pope :idrian, (7O) tte says

0mnium vero irientes ÍlagiS e:{u.lcerat sCissura Eccleslae,
.t.ll9ê pv-i ¡^'.+.ih,"a nrr'lnj ô 1r^c#-ai c nn:r'l-i ¡rif tnnl-^ Patfe

: ----é-€flUl-UU-Ð UL{.J-JJ-LÞ tlLJÐvrrÈ', vvrrvÅÉav, vq¡¿vv

s'ubláto..-E--çe¿ivit eãm Saianes, ub cribraret sicut
r-rì'r-ì r.:r. et rrrrdi nlre- atteriUs "TudAe proditofisv!.L vJvul¡] , vv u!tu-!vrqv, !

rüinisterío. ai:ia-i'iËi-r-clines et scandale- spa::git. Oriuntur
bella plusó¡rar'r civil-ia-; sacerd.otal ia enin sunb'fra-terna.
TiTrne irrrliciïm est nu-ndí;----Sed in his on::ribus, unicumÀ) q¡r v

nil:i consi litr-nl superest, Deurn noiili i1eli., ini;erne{?.!ae Virginis
Filiurn exorare: Qui velut in navj- cJ.ormiens, fidelium
ni-aei hrrs exciiancl-uls est, r-rt procellarr: comJonÐ"i naufi'a-gantis
l/r vvÀvuap

ii^-l aci ¡a I fl IJVV¿vprçrvo \ I +/
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CHJiPTER V

J0CELIä CF Bi?;il(EtOì'iD

:it first sighb, ihe Chronicle of Jocelin of

Brakelond may aLrpear to be just one anong aeny ned-ieval

rnonastic nritings of its type. fts vivid, ìrolrely

narrê,tive, recounted- lrith frar:1.<ness a'ncl a certain charin,

orovì d-es eirtertaiiring reå-d.il1g for an evenin¿ befoi'e the

fire. on ihe oiher hand., ürere one io continue to be

gu-idecl by this earl-i est in:.pression onets t¡l:ole ¡rerspective

..-ì+r¡ pa+-.r¡l ro rr1onå-sticisiì ailci- to the I'.iC-dl-e ;iges l+ouldr,!-r- u¡I r \të;ci¿ u v

rerriain very disto::ted.

To begin with, tiris is clearly noi el'i,]. official

chronicle, but rÐ-ther e ilersonal a"ccount of the private

inner l-ife of a ntonastery" As l(noi'rl-es points out in iris

recent str-r.d.y of the riledieva-l nonastic orders:

Sucir co¡iposi-ti ons can scarcely have been left- Iying
in tile cioister ¿rs a- booÌ< of reference for al--l- and
su-nciry; the reacler cannoL lglp f eeling- ihai tf el' nrust
have Lóen i;ept private r,,'ithín- the circle of the l''rriter
and. his frieäds" (r)

llnr"¡orror hc p'OeS on -LO emphaSize their ValU-e to i:Osterity,
l¡Vtivvv¡ t -¡--

for ttit is frota such recorcis aS these thai i,Je gein the

cl earest picture of everyda.y lif e in bl:'e monasteri es of

Lhe time. 1I (2J

ilnil-e ¡:os'cerity ha-s always 'oeen Sreirefu-l- to Joce'lin

fnr- h¡rr-i nç, coru¡itted his observa-tions to parchnent, it urusf
I VÁ r¡ç! v t¡¡Ó

be reicei¡tbered il:¿+t his is an tr¿ssj dentel ce-ì ebriiy"rr (3)

s|ill-, there is no doubi ihat fllle is the riiost vivacious and
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sponteneou-s of a-11 monastic vrr'iters of tl:is r or indeeC of

ân]'r period- of ihe i,idcile .,iges. tt (4)

Ifucir of the modern inùe::est in iocelin a-nd

enjoynerr-r, of his uorÌ< is clue to his style, irhich has been

described as a-t once Tlcl-eac", ener¡;etic and. fa.mil ia.r.1? (5)

;lis Ð- scl.rolar he is inferior io nia.ny of iris conter:po:"aries,

aithor-rgh, since he i?a.s e n¿-'iive of tlie tor'¡n of Bury

St. idriunds, (6) nu nust have received a fair ecìuc¡.tion

at the l:onaster¡' school " (7) ilis aC-ü:ire-tíon oí learning

i c ì-rrnrr.,'1r* nrr'l- "\-' 
l.;l-s ul-uu¿rru 9uLtr uJ 1.1-l-Ð JL,,-r::¡rlGr J Q- utrç 11çuEDùÇ-i J \lu-q:J¿.

?n-n ôñ nrnlrnJ- r.¡ìri ¡lr .,' c :r-naf rnorì h¡r :.ilr c q-i rìa raf] anl-i n¿" 
^n 

ilf AIOf' cfII cl-UUUU, 'r.'li-Jt,rI IÞ yL s¿ciUt'LL UJ aI! úùILLü I çIJçveJ¿I¿i vra v¡¿v

1.-^r À ¡.,.F ^¡^i.nn¡¡aqq nf hi s VOU-'üj.f .IJLJILÀ (JL,LL/Þ!JU:!\':I:1çtfJ vr ¡¡!Ð J

?f- ^-.,^ ¿rri Äo¡r i-:t-nn iAr ^*j ^]-¡ø ".'l-ú'Ë ego cll *-,-. - -.-:porl-s' I uveilr s r sa.Ðl-eÐ¿ia ut
iuvenis, loqueba-r u-t ir,ivenis, et di>li quod non
consenLirelr a:l-icuj- u.t fieret abbas, nisi sciï.et
¡-r-i ^,,,-i,{ .ì3 di alectica. et sciret cl.iscernere verumc¿-rIL.lulJ-L.- 1r,,.
ô -1^-t ^^ I .ì Ict -l- c;-I Ð \J o \ iJ ,l

That he lcnor.¡s iris Bibl e far bet'i:er tila.n any other

literaiure is evident froi'r cire T'elo"ii VeJ ]. f e',,' references to

ârr;r other jroolls. Hoi'Jever, 1t is worijr iloting tha.'c he d-oes

riteke some Llse of quoiebi ons frort the best ltnot¡n cl-a-ssical

anthors. Buiter has recognized pì:rases ebviously 'oorrorted

-froni Terence, (9) I'lorace, (ro) ovic, ttt) Lucan, (rz)

seneca, (t3) vi::gil, (14) taio, (ir5) pattadius (r-6)

and, possiblli f::on Cicero . {L7 ) ln none of ihese câses does

ìre specify the e.u.'cho.rrS name. The neal-es| all¡::oacl: is
rrPoeta_ di::ittr (1ô) befoie a. quoia'ûion froi.. Ovid, €Läd- ltSci o

<;.¿is dí>:erii¡t (19) beíore another qu:.ote"t-ì on Í'roäi ihe sene

r,¡riter; bu-i neither of these i 5 any inciica.tion iha-Û ire iine'''¡

i,¡itich tlpeeLê-tÌ cl-eserved iire credit for the rrÌlrase in ciuestion"
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It v;ou.ld- seen l^easonabl-e 'Uo sÐ-y t,hai, since a-11 iirese

passages 8.re of the t;r1:e iikelrr io l:.ave'oeen in current

rrqâl-¡ê lro ,,¡rs rrêrì¡ i'rrohahlr¡ not su.re of i:iosi of Lheirv_!L:Éiv, rrv rr'ç-u

inC-iviclual- Sources. Tire onl J oi rec-r, ref ei"ence in Ûhe 'be:ct

is io åesoi:ls {iii¡1 es. (2A) ìio eviclence in ¡he te:c'L iias

)ret beeir founoi tO gi.,ie any cl-e¿lr inctic:':tion of 'õhe exten-t

of nis ilnowled.ge of 'bhe ee.rl)¡ Cllris'¿j-a::. f¿,¡--uÌiers. ,'lLnc'. ì]is

nn'l¡¡ ,'^efarenee to coirteríìÐore3jr Ìtis'cor"ians occltÍs l¡hen he
vra:J J -- -

copisg a, few sentences frovü Rali:ì: d-e Dicel,or '¡¡i'ci: tile

iirt::Ocl.'.-rCtcr;r Coliilenl: î?Ðe Ca-nllS .i.Onc]-on'i el:si S iia sc::ibit in

ci.o;r.ic'i s sL,-is. T¡ (20a-) Îi:e 'r:oo-l; il.i:iied is i;irc Inagines

i-irs,co_q¡¿rÈrï, r,,;hicl:l a-ccordiirg 'Úo Siubbs r:;as si,j-l-l in 1;jre

l-.rccess of ìrei n¿ '.;ritien in l-199 ; l?L) anc tliu-s ioccl-i,l

ald- rÌali:h i¡ero boii'r -w.i:i'Úing sir.ttl-taneolr-s:i-i¡, for it is

presuniecr'. iirat Jocel-in recorcl_ecÌ the even'ts Ílo1'e or l-ess :.s

the¡r occur::ecl. TÌre.re is aS lref no recc::d oí ¿ìny poriions

(ea-riiz cr la-te) ci :iaiphts, Ir,qgi¡æs being in Lire i.lo-rre.ster¡,r

I i hr^¡rrr pi fl11i-ir ('.'ç\ rrrrj so iN rei:ti"o.ins to jre discoverecÌ_L:¡J¿cra j, GU rk:l't \*u / L'r:\

r,rhô-t sori of concact ti-re iwo irisiorjans ha.C witjr e¿)"ci.i other'

In a s'i;yl e ;rlol.e naive ancÌ uncul'üiva'becì i;l:ian iohn of

Sa.iisbu-::;r, Joceirn j-s ¿:'-l-so ¿i nia-si'er cf ci-escri-pt,ion" 0ne of

the best illu-strsiiic.ns of ilis skiil- is sho''in ii-:- iris 'ooid- e-nd

col-ourfu-l porirait of Samson ai tl:e 'Uin:e of his electj-on"

ilibb¿..s SailsOn riieciiocris erÐ.t s,caiu.re fere oii:nino ca'lvus;
Vu.l-tutil habenS nec rotu.ncìun nec oblOr:3urnr neso entine::te,
l-abiis gi.ossis, ocu-lis cristallinis et penei;re.ntis
iirtu-itr-iã, a-uri-ì5u-s cl a-ri ssi nri auditu-s, slLperc j-liis in.
aliu¡.1 cresCentibus et Se;üe tonsis; el;;Ðe-rr/o fr-:gore Ci'Ûo

raucps; die eleccioni s SU.e ciuadra-gint e. et Septe$. a"nnos

etatis'habens, et in llonaCha-Lu- cleceiii et Se.¡lieÌil annos;
peucos canos úa-bens in rufa- barba, ?t pi=.ucissi::,os ince¡'
ãapiil-os ligros, et alicir-r.antl:.1-un, crispos; 

'.et 
in.Cra

ldiiior a"ãõ" póst eleciioneni su-â-nl ioiu-s ¿Llbus eff-i c'îtu-r
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si cu't niz. (23)

ås Bu.t-l-er;ooints oLr-t, (Ztr) Jocelin?s silrls li'o a tend-ency

io be rat,rblin8 en.j- soi,:€lr;ìtåt careless a'rc confu-sed-, is for

e;r¡ìi:nl e- in hj - Än-n-¿in{-r'an Of tl:e j:"bbOt SansO¡:t s dispUieEr-c!:.-J!v, !¡¡ r¡-Lù LLçùUr JIJUJUT

r.¡itìr the Sislloo oí I1;r over 'cìie ;"-'gìr'üs io severa..l il"operties. (25)

Final1-;r, there is a- ceria.in lrr¿icinesstr (25e.) of silils for-r-nd-

in ioceli-n '¡¡liicir has so¡:ething in co;:i.:noIl wiiìr Uill-ial'ri of

i'ialrnesbu.ry.

l-iis oi'¡¡r stanciard of âccuraclr i5 explici.Ûly siaied in
j-.lrro nnerrinç- senLence of tl:re book: Ì?Quod- vidi ei audiviv¡¡v

scribere cura,vitr " (25'o) illoi'¡ever, ltere and there the

eìrrnirol o.'..r is a littl-e inaccu-ra.ie, for e:<aniirl e '¡lith rcgard to

his a.ccou.n'b of iire Ely controvel's)¡r'.'ihicj: is fou-nd in ir¡¡o Sep-

ar:at,e sections of his nårrat,ive, (26) 0n ti:e l'¿irole, since he

pre SuilÌably i,lroie ',thile his rner,iory ',{a.S s';i11 fresh a.nd c'l eâ-rr

the ria-ìor ila.rt of tlr.e CronicÐ- is both accu.ra-ie and reliabtc " (ZT)

Jocelì n shorys no rescraint in revealing the faults of

the iired olo Åbbot i-h-r¿o, nor of the embarrassing aird- cru-cia-l-

financial- clisiress of the riiona-sterl,¡ (25) prior to ilr.e ê.bbacir

of 5aäison. ålthougÌr he g;ives nraise freely,,vhere it is Arru, ancl

n'r-ì aftr¡ n'fl enu-rse to jris revered. superíor, iris reports oívir¡ v¿ JJ v¿

conversg-tions, ancl lii s ren:arj<s and judgeraen'Ls serve räa-inly to

b:ring out the r¡recl-iocrity and inater'i ali s¡n found inside the

r'ì1.\ïr.eq{-.ei^r¡ rrrå1lg of St. Ëdri:u-ncls, for he tell-s Lls rílu-clf of the¡trv¿¡L-u v vÂ J

foibles a-nd. pectiness of hurila.n it;l'ctr-re, e.nd little of tire

.sni ritrel i trr oÍ' jris breihrcn. ilai,:gon is pr':"-ì seC- coiisiantl-y for
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iris acti ons, fot' ttyi debatur Gruoque a.bba.s activar: v-iiali tlagi 5

di tige ¡'e ciu.ân coriLe¡ii:la.iivem.;tt (,29) ancl indeed Jocelint s

entire record l¡or-Lli:i. seem to indic¿lte tirat Inany cf his d.eeds

t,rere not iire fruit oí liis,ora¡'s¡, since he is siro''¡n a-s a-n

a¡.-bitious rxen and one in r¡lrol. ju.siice e.nd r.Ìerc)r d.o rro'c P.ltral's

Ê,rr-rêâi- f.n ì-ra r16il,gd" Fof e:le-lrple, Ci'Ì one oCçasi Oi: disSenSi On

.¡.ithin 'ûhe nona.sier";r reaci:ed- Lii;,:, i¡i'ûh iire resu-l-i that 11]rcc

e.ucÌiens, plui'a non dicencla. reslond-it, iufans se fore d-oniinu-n

qua-ncliu viveretl?. (30) FIis high-ha-ncedness is dro','¡n in his

arbi-tra.ry irea-tnent of l{erbert tire Dean, who ha.ct set up a

r,"rindnill uil,hou'U oeri:issi on" (3I)

The backbiting arlong ihe i,ionlls ( i-2) and Jocelints

rel linp' eornnreni -tha,i rf erant alio,rij-, r-luibus si constaret qu-is

;;,;" "J"; abbas, ,'o,' t." ;";"t" ;;"";""; u, ci) """ 'rl
rrêr\r hlll,ran l-'t+ t-'¡:+,1 "l -r -.¡n-¡iì1 i^êc¡ô¡nii trrr: atfCl fOf thiS 1.eA.SOnv vJ j/ ¿JwllLr.r¡ vu-v IIGI W-IJI iJV4 V¡¡ : vvVV-¡rvr:¡ëj,

Iinolles sLates ihat

none oí tire conversation preser\red by Jocelin deserves to
live in virtue of any intriasic exce'll-ence; it is merely
tlle ephemerel stuff thai på-sses in any group of _inen;_its
orrlr¡ ìralr:e is th¿"t it sholrs u.s in photogra-phic detailv¿¡rJ

r,¡]rat othez'sise coul-cl Ì¡e recons'trucied- bu'c v.^'.guely in 'cÌre
imagina'cion, ancl presenis us v¡ith a glimllse of the da-iJ-y
lifé tha.t is elsev.,-here conceÐ.lecl- behind" ihe conveniional
}a-nguage oi tiru typical- l-etter-writers ancj. chronicles. (3þ)

Tl:is.d.aily life at St. id:r.u-nd-s, ." Jocelin so vividll'

rJoenriho.q ii-. reveÐ.ls not onl;r ¡¡" a-ititude and activities ofv-vuv¿¿vv9 !",

the average indiviO-u-al nonk; bu-r, al-so, unconsciou.sly ancì-

therefore in langua.ge o,uiie uncolou-red-, o1 â fllu.cll t'¡ider scale

it presents us l,¡i-uh a true picture of the sta-be cf rionasticisnt

¡r¡ 'rì,.-nr¡ 
^rr .{-'^e close of the el eventh cenitrry, Ill the CronicaÕ.v J.rL¿f J e.v ulr

1¡je see e i.onastery irhich Ìras beconie Areatly secula.rized through
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gror.iing eiltanglex:ent ìrith the l¡orld, chiefly d-ue to the

acquisition of vast properties both surround-ing tì:e abbey

and a,lso scaNtered,. at a distance" TÌrus the iibbot Sar:rson

has enÍorceC, upon l:ini the dual role of s,oiri t'ual l-ord- and-

feu.dal- baron; ancì- the activi-r,ies enjoined upon hir:l by the
"l ^++ ^r1 ìa^oi i-ì ^- h-ni'¡¡. nrr'r- liiS Sl;ill and effj-CienC]t a-S e-nJd-u uçJ- Jr\Jù-L UJ-\./rr vr rrtú vuv

ad-rr:-ìnis-ur'ator, bu't also jris t"IorldlY, ra'cher tÌra-i: spiritual,

v¡isdom. The faci tha.t the l;lor€ sa-intly frbboi llugo (35)

'LcÂ 'l.rpn,'c.ì¡{- '{-ha nlnn,2.qtef¡r t^ 'l-'na r¡a'¡ma ,'tf finAngi al fUinIJ.d-(-l UI uU-óIrU UIl\t I:¡L/IlqÈ UvÁ i eV vr¡v v v¿ õv v

ñôqêq f.ha nc¡i^ennial ¡:i'oblei-il of tile rel-a'Lion betu¡een the
iJvuvu ;:- " -*--

l.rorl d a-nd- the Spiï'i't, a -orobl-er:: to i¡h'ì ch i:istorl' frequently

points, rrithout d-isclosj-ng any fina.r âi'Ls';I€r.

Tìre Íorn of Jocelinls Cronica is nol'¡ seen

a.s being irertly diaristj-c a-nd. ¡:a¡il)' biogra'¡hi c.c.l-.

Tire conplete til,le nakes this clea:: - t{Q¡-i!e tp-qel¿ni de

Bralcelonda d.e rebus gestis Sa¡iisonis ;il¡batis i';o¡raste.rii

Sancti E_dmundi" It resembles the liistoria. of John of

Sal-isbu-r)r in havíng no oíficial- authori zation and perhaps

al-so in its scope¡ altÌrougìr it covers thÍrty )¡ears to Jol:nrs

fou-r; and it d.eals only v¡j-th iire a-ctivities of the tor.""t"ry,

ruhil-e the llistor-ia descri.bes a fe-ir anrount of travelling on

the continent, and beLiïeen Xngla.nd. and Rome. The form. of the

Cronica is quite unlilce i;litliam of l;lalrnesbu-ryrs tv'¡o $eq!g and

iris llistoria iiovelfa; nor is it in a'ni' i¡¿y sirnilar to Oz"d-ericf s

Flistoria Ecclesia-stica, for -uhese iristorical v¡orks were all

coriïilissioneci, e-nd were a-l-So planned on ê. much grander scale to

include, in bl:e one ca-se the wl:.ole of iire na-tional, and in the

oiher ihe r+hole of u-niversal, histoi'y"
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Jocel int s opinions of his bi'ethren ano- of his

strperiors, ¿l!þs¡r.gh frequent'ly none ioo edifying, a-poear

to be at least fair-nincied- a.no honest, for he porira-ys

equall)¡ the virtues and. vices of those luhorn he describes.

His consiant loyalty to Sa¡lson and his deeir adrnira-t,ion for

Ì:ini as Abbot stand out far above all- tite adverse coHmenfs

and. fau-lt-finc.Ling. For si>l years, so Jocelin ir.for'r.s us,

he '"uas tire Abboi t s chapl s1n, a-nd- is thu.s able to speali

rvith authority tîcu-m eo vi. annis existens die ac nociet

vite scil-icet tneri-tulrL et sapienbie doctrinam plenius

agnoscererii'r. (36)

ljha-t can be said of Jocelints vier'¡ of his-t ory?

TTn.fnr-J-rrnp¡.o'lrr ÊS i"¡f :¡S j S l--¡n¡'r:t rna q15e6.¡s iO haVeUiIJOi'UUI.IC"(/çIy, d!Þ Idtr cLÐ .LÐ I\tIvLJ¡¡t ¿rv pv

tì¡riti,en very l-ittle on this subiect; and apart fror: the

ç'^-.. ^l i r.nn¡n- .uhich r.ve obiain of his l_ife and thought inI c:',\r åJ__LrilyÐrtù ìr

his r¡¡riti-ngsr we have very little to aid u-s in any atter,ipi

to r"econstru.ct his personal appï"oech to history. Tirere is

a b::ief d-escripiion of him by a- contetuporeiry ri,riterr the

author of the interpotaiion concerning Henry of nssex.

.¡lrì c ?rê1.q..'ì,1 :-¡nlr¡h'l rr a fpl ì nr"r nrnrr'lr qneaks Of JOCelin a.tLLlI Þ y tjl ÞUrl , :;r Lr uciurJ q r çi¿vvl ¡¡rvi¡¡! t u¿J v

the time lrhen he .,vas alnoner: rldoräinus locelinus,

e]eltiosinarius noster, vi-r religionis exir:ie, Potens in

s eï'r:ílone et oll ere . YT (lZ )

Joceliü ooens his Cronica l"Iith a d.eclaraii-on of his

nrlFn^eê i n i.¡r.i.t-i -ne rrci rro. 'l ^- ãìrôð^ ^rri i-a Sin:i]-af iO OfdefiCj.rLL¡ IJUÐÇ .L¿¿ vJ¿ fE].flg, US I IIg JaIIóLrGrå(' L1u-r uE

end to iríiuiarn of i'dalmesbury, bu-r, e)æressiilg ili-Ìlise1f nore

briefly and. once ê-nd for Ð-ll-:
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.?uod vidi et audivi scriber.e cu-ravi, qu-od.ati,l n¿l a
'intersereils a-d ca.u'te-lan, qlredê-il bona. ad u-su-r'i¡ QUe
ennii.rerr:rt, in eccl-esia Sa-ncti ;"edmund-,i in diebu.s
nostrls , 0ò) ab annc qtr-o Fl andz'cnses capti su.nt
exira vi l lar,ir eu.o h¡bj-tuil: reJ-igio4is . su-scePl r ciuo
anno Ëu-Bo príoi ciepositu-s es'í et l. (oi:e::tu-s) prior
substitutus. 139)

The au.thor of the interpolatioil mentioned above, 
.

r'iho cl-ain,s to be nerely ihe t:oitLÌ:piece (40) oí Jocelin,

¡l qn c.i r¡eq a .qþo1.'r, pvnl .3 11rf i a- 'ì -¡ i-l¡-i c CASS Oi '¿ìfg)lll,f L/ Er\UrL1¿¿cLvrVl¿, ¿:¡ v¿¿rJ

intltoT'cð.ítce of reco::drng ti:e a.ccou-nt of Lire Earl of ltrssex:

Quonial,r non potest rrialu¡i:. vitari ni-si cognitr:r1, actu-s
et ellcessus lieirr"ici de' Estser',ia meräoria-li scr'i¡li;o
traclere d.igirur.rr c'r.uci-t,lu-s, å-d. cau-tel en: quideni, non ad
u-sunl. Util-is et indeüiirnis solet esse s¿-sfigacio,
qu-am persu,e-dent exennläi"ia. (+r)

tseyond these tr"¿o staterieir'os, Jocelin ilr"ovides no

further com¡rrettt r So titat any Concr i-:-sio;rs t'¡l:ich are reacheO-

a.ti1 nn-ì r¡ lrr: <r1-':^¡{--ì r¡oUdII UII-LJ lJr= ÐU-åó(tÞ t/l v ç c

Let us begin r;iLh t,'re negative by dispel IinE 'Ûhe

ll¡i-l rrl e¡n nrrth eôneerninçr the jtbbot Sariison. The aura \,-'¡llicnVÇ11 ¿-V +uq¡¿ ¡¡lJ v¡¡ vv¡¡v

still lingers in .Lhe air when Jocelinrs ch::onicle is iread

i s Crue to ihe r.abher bornbastic and quite inaccu-raie cha.pters

in Pasb a'4!L,8iesen'L (þfe.) in r+i:ich Carlyl e I ouo-iy pl-oclains

hi's hero in the forrn of the Abbot' This ¡ialr be a trlaster-

ni one nf l-ì 'i;erarÌ¡ i1-r'-ôse- 'brrt it is r'¡ithou-'r, ouestion an
lvlgvv v¡ ¿!vv:s¿J

histo¡'ical fa-llacy; and-, 'ts änoules decleres, iile fact that

Jocetints work has achieved such fariie in the pages of this

nineteenth ceirtu-ry -¡¡riter has me'ny drai'rbaciis,

for l,,¡hat is in tn-r-th no r;]ol.e than a sicetch of the
suirerficies of e- single type of nonasiic life at a-

si?rgle irouse during a- pa-rticula-r epocir has been
iakãn by the generãl read.er to re;oresent the t¡ho-ì e

of mecliêval i::onasticisrr. (bZ)

'r,lhât Jocelin cl-oes reveal, a.nd reveal cluiie
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u-nconsciously, is that local oÍ' coi'ir1lltflãI hi storyr in the

ha.nds oí an able ',,,Í'iter, t;hich ire unqu-esiions-bly is, is
r.ìêTrêr rlrrl I : ôn +r^^ a¡q{.-naøtr lf is of vital and pe.¡:ritanentLlçvËI LILIII¡ U]I Ul.Ig \,\rrrU¿qJJ .Lv rù vr v!v

in'terest.not only io iÌ:ose i';ho a1:peê-í on ibs paS:s anci, so

|¡ -' nql,- Ial-rl:'l Ir¡ ttnlâl'elf t."ra ¡.rpf-i ell''l âia Li ^J-¡-¡+: 1'-.'+ al SOI'O Spgcr..:.! I dÇ UtlaJ-ly "lllcilil.i" t/llE 'J4I UJt U-Jcrr 1r.rÐuv¡ J , trulu

to hisioi'ia-ns in a.ll- succeeding generaiions. i-iurnau nature

heinr,' r,1rhât it i ¡ l-hara i c e Unj-Ve¡SAl fl-eVOUf in the rnidstUçJrió lr¡rkv JU Iùt tJil.vr E -LÐ

of particular detail.

Carlyle remariis that where one íi-nds religion in a

Ìrealtity state tliere is often very I ittl-e open nleniion or

d.iscussj-on of i'b. This is due to tÌre fact that, ulbi-tria.iely

for the Christia.n, it is not a. n¿ì-t,Ler of speech or writing,

but rather of a 1.'*'â,-]¡ of living"

In a studv of r:edieval rionasteries a-nd iheir

inhabita.nts 1...¡e nâ.;r þs inclined to overenphasize -,,ìreir

rvorldliness unless we have cea.Li-zed the fact that, througii

all- the me'üerial vi cissitud.es, íor exami:l-e those described-

b]' Jocelin: the::e is the cont'inuâl under"lying acknowledget,tent

of tile Divine Supren:acy. Tiris is bror-r-3ht ou.'L b;r Jocelin in

riìânv di fferenr nn-¿rì n-nq ^f -r,he n¿ì.ffative. FOf eXanipfe,iflg-¡fJ v¿I r v! v¡¡v I/v¿ v+v¿¡p v¿

there are SucÌl phrases as tret Domino Deo vol-entelt (1,3) and

Sa.ürsonrs ceclai'ation that his election lras lrsole, Ðei voluittatell.

(,ht+) é,ga-in, r,^,rþen he d-esc¡ibes the fire in ihe a-bbey churcir,

ire rejoices that îtcontigit e'üi aIíI, vol ente itlti ssimo, tunc

terrinorj-.s rûââl'Lârii i.-r-âlreni- Õue solebat eSSe ultra altare,VçIliyvr ¿'J ]--qtlr:*rr.

su-bla.tar,Ì eSSe, Ut nova scu-lntura reDaí"e¡'eturtr. (l+5) iïlso,

Scriptrlra-l auota-iions, such aS tibenedi ctus Deu-s, 9ui onmia
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cooperebur in bonutntr, (¡.ó) ê.re ff'ec,uent'l ir i nclud-ed.'

rìrlr-c i't- r.¡nr,1r:l_ Seejit SAfe iO SA;r ¡i-tat thefe iS ifipliCiiIflL¿Ðt rU llUU!l! uvv¿r¡

in Jocelin a philosophy of history, (perha-ps, since it

is onl-y implicii the worci tiphilosopilytt sirou.ld be replaced

hrr ttrrieruTt) - a-ncl that it is in line r',¡ith the other ned'ìeval-vJ t t

historie-ns a-lread.y discussed-. Despite outward dive::sii1r

cf forüi, once egain vJe hâ-ve fou-nci rnu.tual ågreerlent in

outlook.
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NOTES TO CHÁ,PTER FIVE

D. Knowles: The iliolastic @, university
Press, Cambri

rbid.
ïbid,
ü,bid,

l{" Hunt: trJoeelin de BrakelondtÌ, in DNB, Vol. X, p. 83h.

The surname nBrakelondn refers bo a street in the town.Jocelin: tron:þ1{e Rebus Gestis Samsoni-s transl.
and introd ndon, lgt+g,p. xiii" A1l- referenees to Jocelints Cionica will Ue
found in bhis edition"

2.

3.

4"

5.

6.

7 ' ttOf the sehool at Bury, little ís known tilr the days of
samson, who himself häé been master before becòur:.ng'a
rconk " 

tt Knonrre s: ^ op.. cit , p " t+gz " His evidence iã based
on cronicar p' 33r-wh-ere it states thab samson was Irvirprolffiffiáglgl eú approbarus,rt Burr.er rhinks ir, likerythat after 7159 he was a master at Bury, (see footnote
? or p: 33 of the cronica) " could he have taught Jocelin?
He cerËainly was hG-ãõlÏce master" Cronica pî + øElsewhere, on p , l+1+r hr€ learn that Sañs-'õñ-'ìñãs' educatedf?in scolis Parisius (sic ) "il

8" 9IPnL.", P. 13-1¿þ.- rn this passage, and elsewhere through-out the chapter, when quotinþ from the cronica r have
changed the Ílurr of the Latin-text to nyîfi-

9' &!!", p. 1I"

10, Ibid"r pp, Ib, A5, 5Zr 9T, LZt+¡ IZ9, LjZ.
11" Ibid"¡ pp" 13z l-5¡ g8, 105¡ IZgz 130, LiZ,
].'2" Ibid. ¡ PP" 330 105¡ I32"
13' $Ê;, p. 68: This quotation is in the interpolation,rue llenrico de Essexia.rt

Ib" Tbid.¡ pp" 89, LZ5"

L5" I-qiÊ: r- p. 72" Cato is also mentioned on p, 3h, where
samson is described as having a nfrons ca'tonisl'r,

L6" Ib:!5!, r p. 96,

L7 " rbid. ¡ Po 119.

r P. LO5"18" Ibid"



19"

20"

ZOa.

2L"

22,

23.

2l+.

25.

2Ja"

25b 
"

26"

27"

28"

29"

30"

3L,

32"

33.

3b,

35"

36"

37.

38,
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Croni-ca, p, 1-5"

Ibid., p, 12.

Ibid., p. 131.

Wo Stubbs: Hietorical Introduction to the Rolls Series
,

Longmanrs, Lõndon, T9O2; p, 8lt;

]vi.R. James: rrBury St. Edmonds i{anuscrÍptstt
Vol. xI,r, 1926, pó. 252-60.

in EHR

Cronica, p" 39.

Tb:!¡!., p" XIV"

IÞLÈ.¡ pp" I32,

&iÊ" , p. XfI e

Ibid., p. 1.

&4"¡ PP' l-32

&iÈ., p" XIV"

fbid. ¡ ppu 1-8,

Ibid, , p" l+0,

IþÅÉ. , p. L36"

lÞiÊ', P' 59-60'

Ibi_d., see, for example, p" I¿F,

IH', P' 11'

Knoi,!'les ! 9.p:_Ë" , p. 3O7 "

@ca, p. lu Here Hugo is described as rrhomo pÍus et
benignus, monaehus religiosus et bonus, set nec bonus
nee providuq in secularibus exereiciis,---Crdo quidemet relÍgio fervebant in clausbro, et ea que ad ordinem
spectant "rr

Cronica, p. 37.

Iþid. , p" 68.

I04r L3l+"

The word is Mynorsr"

and 103,

Butlerrs view.

The tronica covèrs the years Ll37-12O2 or J'2O3 
"
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39" @, P'lo
l+0. s!5!., p. 68"

l,rL. s!!., P. 69"

/¡.1a. T, Carlyle: Past and-B{9eent "

l+2 
"

h,3 "

h,l+.

ü,5 "

l+6.

Chapman and HaIl,
London, 1899"

Knowles: Loc. cit., p. 3O7.

9 , P" t+9"

fbid. , 'p. 25.

Ibid., p" 108.

Iþ&', p, h,g" The quotation is found in Rom. viiie 28"
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i'lo adequate su-Ìíï::i nA up can be stlblÌÌitied for'

consi-cieratioa r,¡iLho'"r-¡, fì rsi, a i"e'r,urn'to the begii^Ini n3.

liier.e, a <ì.nal c-,ilï'oech Lo -üi:is sttidy ';ras 5¡r-ggested, And

ihe ¡4enera.l outlines oí the aï'gul.ier-It indj-ce-tecì. 'it 'i;?re

Sârrl€ tj,rne the atteil:1:b ',JeS ma.d-e to place 'Che Cl:osei: tl:-er,:e

in its ap'oropria.te historical setting, ou 1'rsll as to

;r-¡oqlânî. qôri-,ê of the V¿r,rietions of Opinion fot¿nd in feCent
vr vuv¡r

jristorians concerning botir 'r,ire ¡rarticul-a¡' fielii of niedi-eva-l

historiograpiry aruiL il:e broad-er r-ield oí 1:hil.osopìry of

hi.rtn¡^rr: lri.storiography alid. historicisril (to use ',¡e'l sht s¡rruuv¿ J, *-Ò----'--J

tei.¡r once illore) ¡eing cl 65slir lini;ed, oi'Lce ihe a-ssu-inotion

has been acce1tted that e manrs j-nn:osb convictions concern-

ingu.iti]-j1a.terealit}'arethed.eterniininginf}uellceinhis
approach to historY.

In ea-ch of ihe foui-r hi storie-ns v.'hose iiJri tings ha've

been exarnined on the precedLing pages 'ühese Èi'¡o fac-üors

relevant to iÌris investigation have been soughi out; and

soäe at'tetni:t a.i evalLr.aì,ion has beerr tnade" Even a sligi:t

cìrange in the angle of a1:proach to this fiel-i. of siucl¡r ,

r.vhich is currently attracting grea-u iir,Ûeresi e,.ncì discussìon,

is permissive of 1,he hope tirat the eieventh and- tr¡¡e-l fth
ù

cen-r,ury 1,.ffi'rlers of his'Lory neyr âS a resul'L, be brcu.gi:t

closer io us througir an i ncrease ii: ollr understanC-ing of

them and of 1;heir envj-roniiient and outlooiç. In tire preceding

airc-¡ta-aq .\i1 ê n¡nan'l- nf tha nnnf inir-ì f.r¡ ôf 1'; -J-¡-¿:¡ '''^"1d-urLcliJt/\tr Ð vrtç El-SpeCL OI u1re UUfrL'rrlL¿-!-uY \Jr, rlrùuur J u¡vv-+

eppear to be vindicated. in tlie fact ihat, despite tlle

O-iffering e)"-uernÐ-] Circlrinsta-nceS bet',teen 'birej-r da'r' UttU ou'"
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rìrnryì i.lra frrn,'lameiltal- irrobler¡is l,fitn lfhich llledieVAi lllanVlJrIt V:¡v ¿q¿¡s(

n-¡cr¡oÄ r-n ^^Ðe We1.e essentiAJ-ly iÌre Salïre aS thOSe WhiCh(jùÞ4J rt\¿ (JtJ w\J.:.

face rlodern nen todâ-:¡. *ltirou-gh it -i5 clearly uru'Ji5e io
æo-narr] i za lrar¡nn j lhi e nni r- ñ+ I ^^ ^+ Fnr i.ho nroqeiîl-
óvIrçI a'J.J.Lv wçJU¡lg vl¡Ip yvr:Itz' o.| JçclÐv JvI UrIç iJr çr)vrrv,

tirere is one furtirer su-Ugestion, l,rhich is 'í;o be d.iscussed

more Íutly la.ter, bu-t i.¡hich ought to ilave l:.en'Lion Ì.lere;

and tÌ1is i s that hi storlr in the i'iicldle Âges we-s hel d to
l-'a i rrna:-+' =rrr- l-rntlr 1t¡ 1-.l.nqC l.fhg r,'J1. Ote it enci by tl:OSe t¡hOuw -LldlJ\rI UcLIIU t WVVrÀ vJ urJVÐ!

r^nari i t - elri ef] rr 1-ranîììqô ^f itS ì nnef SignifiCAnCe"IVc,-LL .LtJ¡ VlrM¿J 'Jvvsruuv

The erglr-ment on the preced-ing pases has attenpted

to exJllore both tìre hoi,,¡ ãncl. 'blle lrhy of nedieva]- histori o-

grÐ.,ohy" This r,.,ri11 no.,"í be T'ecâpitLlla.ted.r T,r"iih aii;enl.ion

1^ ^-i .¡ ^. -.i rrn- .trif St tO nletilod "uçI.Lr6 È3r v çrf r '

In this period, ð-nd- Possi-bly in everi¡ e5er ihe

:r.railr nr'q a¡^T\'l ¡-'^"1¡l:ç\/lI\JL:Ð vr.:yrvJlJLt -L!1 IIIÞt/\JI'j-uqJ !?¿¿v¿r¡t5 u

d-iverse a.S inciividu-a.l i el{l er¿lmenì; S . Iioriever , -uhi S f act

is at firsi si6hi; less ¿ì--c:Ðârent in the I'liddle iges, for

'-hê sir.rnlê --(3ôõ^rr.r-hor rr-n gi1'[il_ end inClu_ding the gfea.teft/1iç ÞIL¡!P.!ç IscIÐ(JLL VrldUl u! ulavrr- crrs r¡¿v

-^^-+ ^ia .rl^^ {-,-+n'l Írl-]r aairÈrr-nr¡ rT r,rnq.l.. r'l'l h'i qi-.nrì nnfnnlfV håSp¿il'tJ Uj- t/lle UIV(iIJ- UIr |vçrrUur J , ç'rrj-vÙ v s-rr

iis source in a-n eccl-esiê.stical, if not e. l:ûonas'bic, ni I ieu"

Thrlc .i-.hì q ¡l j trar-ci *rr n'ír 'Înr^n :.i¡ri s,i-.rrl e i ^ ^r'----^ É'^"-C
rr¿uú, u¿¿¿r **ver'sluy ur JUi'jil Ç-IILL Þu)/rç -Ll:, dr\l c1J È l-,..¡u-rr\

r,¡ithin ihe fralnel',Iorl: of the Church, l"¡l'l'ich, a-fter -t']re

col-lapse of the Rornan Empire i"ras the sole repositor)¡ of

I e:rnins ("r¡otir Segred. end. Secir.lâr) in ihe ii'est. The unique
¿vs¡ ¡14¡¡Õ

position of au.-r,hoT'ity hel d by the rnedieval pâ:Ðacy over bot'l:

Church a-nd- State lvas on 'üile a-Scer:ldenb i-rntil the cleati: of
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Innocent III Ln LZL5. Siinilarl;r, the influence of

nonasticism in med-i eval society -in ihe Sarne period -;ras

cõ n^r.,ê-r-frl-ì 2S it WaS UniVefSal . tsOth Of iheSe pheifOirena
'aù IJ\J!'i çr ! uJ

have continued to the present i.a;'r unchangefL i rl their

essential foi"li:, but in actu-al íunction gr"eå-tly restricted-,

d-ue to the bi'eaicCovm oí religious u.niiy and the ¡'ise of

corrirl. eting religious a.u.thoï'ities. i-Ìence, this d-istinction

betr¡¡een the rrieciieval aird. ì:iie ilOd-ern '¡orld ri:ust be borne in

mind if ai-nong tÌ:e criteria of historica-l- undersLancling t'te

ai'e io i nclude cla-rity and sou-nit judgerceni '

Tire a-bove exanine.tion of medieval hisiori cal te:cLs

shou- i d have proved, su-fíicient to dispel -uvro fair'ly coffflon

objec,cions to 'bile intrinsic value of ilona-sti-c hj-storiogi'aph¡'

in ihe ]:iid-dle :Lges" Lìne of 'Ûhese .r s ihe criticism e)ipressed

bir äegei (f) tirat ined.ieva.l histo::;r i'ras iargellr i'"r¡i¡ien b¡r

:lOnLts r^¡ho rvere Col.p] etel-v isol¿iied- frol' iire cOu-rSe of everiis'

Tne other is the still preva'l eni a-ttiiu-d-e that discou-nts

nonasti c chronic-ì es andr i'ecorCis as being ',,rrit-beil by üieir. wlrose

interests lfeï.e chiefl-y, if not exclusivel¡r, ceutred on the

ne:ct ;¡orld-. In aC,-C-ition, -gh.eories Such as ihese riiay be riiet

,¡itir the i.er-linder tl:at the vêr'y fact.tir¿,.i ihe i,ronlis devo'bed

thei:lse.l-ves io iire r,vriting oí iri-story, ârûd so olrviousl;i

enjoyed it, nailes these objections of l-it-,,1 e 
"",'o-rth'

=rri. illirdL ,ohenomenon of this period- to r",'hich abtention

sirould be cl::at"rn is the t'¡relítìL centu-r;1'' Î'ena-iss¿ince in i;he

for¡-, of aL reviva-l- of iiriez'est in clelssical a-ntiqu-ii;i ¿r'nd
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culiure. In ïlil-iiail of i'{a-I-l,lesbu-r¡i tiris influence is seen

':rci-n"l:¡ in lri q freauent a,llu.si-OnS tc ia-t-ìn (and G¿'eelc)¡:ll-lrlJJ rr¡ ¡1! u .

^ìr+r^^:a., ,rrrj- a.l_so to SoÌ1ê exterlt in Ìris vigoror:-s ancl-d,L¡.urlur ùt uv'-v (

siightly iì-iffic-ült prose style' In Oz'deric r-t lle-ites ihe

íorii, of a rrlu-'ltiiude of classica-l o,uota-iions and references,

and a.lso to outl¡ursis of Laiin versificâ'iion, thu-s

refleciing the tlhuiranistri of Lhe a.€jetr (?) a-s liasicins

d.escribes tjriS pai'iicu-l ¿'.r irencl-. John of Salisbui'y, bÌre

aost intellectu-al'ly giftecL of the íour and one of ti:e Ëost

bril-Ì-iani of med.ieva.l scÌrolel"s, e:il.ribii:s a- higi: degree of

the polisir ancl culLtr.re of this revival- in both iis cla-ssi ca.l

a.nd- hut::a.i:istic foi-i¡ls" The ii'rílu.ence of the i:;iedieva-I

ir,.enâissê.nce is:r houever, rrlu-cii le ss pl:onou.nced j-n Jocel-in oí

Bra.iceloncl due to irís Ìlìore restri cbed envì ronuent, and

ed.u.ca.tion. l',ievertÌreleSS, 'r,he contents Of thle ütonas'bery

library of St. Xdnuncls in the tuelfth centu-ry are in tireni-

selves su.fficient proof th¿it classica-l- v;ri'¿iirgs ltere eagerly

collected ancÌ in frequ-eni use.

TÌre riiethods errçlçyç¿ by these T".;rìters in obtaining

ancl ari"ansii'Lø SOurCe rilai:erial are i n al-l CaSeS Uortily Of

souird. scholarship in any age" liere againr tr€ niusi taj<e inio

consicler'atìonthepaucityofa-va-ilabied.ocurneniar¡ra.nd.other

infor.niaiion concei'ning pa-st events, ênc1 el-so tÌre difficu-lty

nf rr-¡nêr11-i-nc- fifSt-haifd. eViCienCe, C.Ue tO the SlOt¡¡neSS and
tJJ PI\JVU¿!r¡ó ¿¿4uv

ihe hazard-s of travel and col':l¡:u-nication, a-nd ihirdly to

the lirnitations in scientific and- geograpiric ì;novrledge"

I,IeC,.ieva'l hisiorians constantl). la-ment tiris oearth of



_107_

authoritative sources to aid them in their efforts to shed

light on the past, 0rderic, for example¡ complaíns that
many valuable writings were destroyed by trfurious storrnstf (2a)

at the time of the Danish invasions of Normandy.

Codicibus autem perdÍbís, antiquorun res gesËae
oblivioni traditae sunt; quae á moderni.s qualibet
arte recuperari non possunt, quia veterwn monumenta
cum mundo praetereunte a memoria praesentium
deficir:nt, quasi grando vel nix in undis cum rapido
flunine irremeabiliter fluente deflur.¡nt. (3) -

Ib might be said that, despite the presenÈ abundance

of official documents and records of the last few hundred

years, historians today are faced with much the same sort of
problem, sinee the discovery of truth proves equally elusive
whebher it be sought in the midst of a scarcity or of an

abundance of historical fac'Es,

Confronted wiËh these problems most medieval wri-ters
of history take care to name the authorities frorn r'trhich their
information is obtained; and in the case of current evenÈs,

if they themserves are unable to be on the scene they

endeavour to make use of reliabl-e eye-witnesses wherever

possible' The comparative ease or difficulty of this task
would naturally vary v¡ith the scope of the historieal work in
question" Thus, Jocelin, himsel-f the witness of nearly all
that he relates in his ehronicre, has littre difficulty in
this respect; while Ordericrs more rofty aim to write an

universal history is of neeessity fraught with many difficulties"
This study of four raedieval historiographers has

attempted to reveal how closely united are the two sÈrands

of method in writing and of purpose and outlook behind the
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Ii riiust -¡e borire in n-linci, as jJecl-erc.t r'etninds us,

ti -11 G (r

,ivei';r åge ila.S ibs oì,iiÌ Se,c of Val-U.eS' i"llien t+e a-cl-ilj-re a
îena-issánce pelace I,íe Co noi coucìelin -ì't beca-use i-ivi::ig
in it na,rr i1¿"o-u 

-"reen uncoiiforta.'oie. lie aclinowled.ge a
su-ccessfir-l 3.r'üi s'ci c achieveil-eir'ü, a'ndi ','.¡e a-cce¡-,'C 'i;he fact
tha.i ,cite nen ojl tire ii¡:ie rnay ha-ve h¿icl a- cÌifíereni
concepiofd.eili'livingfro::lloLr-ríj.-jil.iijleÌil¡inn-AÏ.,.
rneCieïa.i ¡:en toôlç nore interest in perrria-nent and- universel
id_eas tha.n in specìfic events .;,¡i:icÌr are tr¡:nsitor';i i1.
nati-1re. TO uncie:"s'i,e.nC tirern, One irrUS'Û acl"Op'c thei:: pOini
of víew. (r.)

-ri'it,lf caï'e Co a-void a.ny foru: of d-ogrraiic generâlize'tionr w€

a.re now-in a- position to as:i: li¡hâ-t is i;his nedieval- a'ttitud-e

to his'bo::]¡?

In an ¿yii çl e i n Trl'lecliae-v-a]- 
-Þjr-tloiej;-*t

F¿:tl:ier J,e-C::oi:; ( 5 )

irni n{- cVVJI¿VU ou.t ihai riociern hisio::ia-ns are usu-e.ll:¡ uil-ling to

r,,cnor¡ni ze a Graeco-P"otíiâi'L concelttion of j:istory and a nlodern
¿ vvv¿l:¿+uv

concei:ti-on; bui, many s.f"e relu-cbant to ¿-dritit a ieeciìevâ}

^.\ì-rnr^irt-i nn hecaU-se ihey See in irisiOriOg::a-phers Of i;he
vv¡!vv.vv:v¡¡, v,

i,iiddl-e Åges only naivety, creduli'Ly aird- inaccure-c]'r'.

Le-Croi:: mainiains th¿"'; this is no'Û a true iuci-gerûen'b, sínce

iired-i eval -i,iri'ters elso recogni zed. the e:lisience of liisLorica'I

'orubh. I,''¡-itl-ian of Tiial¡riesbury shot+s iiír:rself to be clear"l-y

â.I¡tê..fê of the r¡er-'ìtas h:is-r,oriê.e in iris erola-natorl' preface
..-j-*

-uo ti:e fou-rih Ì:ool; of tire Gesla P"egu-rri

Di c¿¡.ni igitu.r- in iroc libr9r ,il:+-l-:uju-9 operis.esi querLust
: qrrf cq1_rfo. d-e l;11-ielr,ro fiiio -::Iillelr,:i inagni _9.i.1 pol,erit;
u'U nec veritas reru-in titu'oet r nec i:i"incinalj s d-ecolor-
eiur rna.jesta.s. (6)

This leads clirect-1-y to tlle vital ciues-u-iooi -whai is

iristoriç¿l 'bruih, a-ncl- ho',,' can it be asce¡'tained? ÂË the

present tine there is no universa-f'ly acce.oteC ånswer to tþese
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nressinÊ. nr.obl ^-.^ .1^-- +rrni.¡ SOlu-tiOn iS dep,,ç-rr¿"lat Oil tileiJf çÐÐrrró IJr vvJ-gl:j.Ð, I lrJ. \r:¿çrr ÐvJL:v:vr: !e

preli llinar:y solution of severa-l other i:asic issu-es ' Iìere

r,iê coine face io fe-ce wibÌr iire nod-ern diler¡¡,iar,.Ihici: affecis

irnt onlr¡ the historian but al so every Lhiir,:i-ng ìlienc The¿a v v v¡¿rJ

.qeôiìe of the lrresent arslrn'en! d.oes noi allo"'¡ l-ilofe than aÐvvtJv vr

lrr.io.F l--J-.o:'l-,1-li.'l-n llr-iirr: f.n -l 'ie-l-l- 'i-1.6 :.:nqt e:'tlei¡l nnints'ì11
uI'!UI dLU U(irllru I tJ\-/ tJl -LI]Èi vv ¿!É¡¡u vrav rr-vu

this vast controverSyr in so fa-r aS these have a dir:ect

re] ation to one oï" tlÌore of ihe asirects of niedieval

iristoriograi:hy r.¡hicì: e-Í'e nol'.r u-nder di scu-ssion. Tirus,

hi-storica-l trutjr ca.nnot be knot¡rr unti 1 lthistorice.l fact?1

r^a.ì¡.Êi-naÄ. .nd..ûhe r.?orir iriraCtrl is i'r,Self a_ perenniÐ_lUç LL\tI i-.!lççt, c'l

source of d.ifficuliy, there being no trbody of unassailab-r'-e

fac-r,, because -r,il-]a.i is fa-ct on one interl¡retation is not

ì1 eeessalri iv facb on e,notherTl" n) llor is there?ta fixed

hoclr¡ o'F erriclen¡-o -îni- ¡nr¡ .set of hi stofical- eVents whiCn a}luvuJ v! vvÀllvr:vv 4vÅ

iristorians '..¡ou-l-ci recognizetr. (Û) Tirac this a.pplies io

med'ieva'l as Ïrerl as to nodern historiograph;r !5 cl-ear from

the coníl-j-cting accounts fou.nd in ihe texts with r,vhich l^¡e

haVe "oeen Concernecl" FIOiveVer', LL ctoes not folloi^/ tila-t erry

ci.egree of hi s-t,orical objectivit¡i 1" impossible" lihat it

d"oes mean is rhat ìÎhj-storis¿l propositions are not

tautolog'ìes as in tnatherüê-ticsTt (9) t'¡ltere two and three

tïlu.st a.lvrays Iiraj{e five no netier hoTJ Varying the Circuni-

stances. In assigning to the hisiorian tÌìe t.î.sl'c of

clescr-ìbing things a's the;r iraL:1:ened, Î'a-;rlce t'tas setting up a

d.ou-btful a-nd- una-ttaìnable goal. Eveit could it be a-ssurrred

tira-t .uhe conpleie chronologica.l sequence of events cou-ld- be
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knorvn, it coulcl not be recorcl-ed¡ sillp'ly because it wou-ld be

p nhrrsi e¡l innossibility. Tliusr each historian cannot avoid
4 IJL¿ j ur v\l+ f ¡-¿i

.srateetin..r his ci_ata ou.t of the v,felter of availa-bl-e evidence;
uv!vv v4¡¡¿r ¡¡¿v

and. it is onl-y neiural tha.t he chooses I'¡ha-i ne d-eems uiost

irnportani. The logica-l collcl-usion oí ail- ihis is tira-t what

is consì cj-er.ecl signifi cant d.epencls ultir:ate1y on'uhe historianf s

basic viei'¡ of hunan natu-re' jiîedieval his'boriographers

Ð-pproached their r.',iork prina::ily a-s d-evou! sons o'f t,he Churcìr;

and- for this reason their histori ca.l narye-iives ere

frecii-r-enily interspersed'¡rith i-nterpreiative passeges based on

t¡reir C,hr"'i siian convictioils.

. 
r¡,¿'ilh-am of i.ialmesbu-ry, crd.ericr OtÛo of Freising aud

otirers, aII ç1 eaz'ly e)ipi:ess "cha.t the;i a::e not engagecl in

r,¡rii.i.rc.. .lri sì-,o¡y suì cÐ-uSa, but oi.l ,¿i:e contrarir becau-se they
VJI lU¿rr< ¡¿!Pvv

believe it to be incul:,bent on thel:i to rel ¿tte past and i:resent

events for the benefit of their conierlporaries.and of

,-nc.r-ari.r-rr Their zest fOr history thU.S i:Oints, fe-r beyond-iJ(rù(/ç¡rUJ. ¿¿¡vJ¿

their delight in good story, to -r,ire fundarnental fa'ct tha-t for

ihenr tne tireologicai inierpnetation is paramoutri' For the

rnonh ihere ca-n be no ciistinction betiteen sacred- and' secular

irís.toi'y, since, as Daniéloi-r e:'"plains rfsacred histo¡y is noi

resi-r'icted to tire conbents of ¡he Bibler bu-t is siill- going

on: r¡ro are l-iving in sa-cred- historyrf ' (fO) Iiarlier in the

sarire cira.pter Ðani'elou shol-¡s thai:

It is â :-- peculiarity of the chrisi;ian outlook on

history l;ha-t tire centrê of interesi'is neither a't the
¡ãei""i"*; ;"-it tt*" for the Greelcs,, 1o! u:, !h:.,:19'
es it t"'i*- étol-u-tiotltrlr theories, but in tire i=iddle'
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It follov¡s thai irisior¡' d'iffers in icind- 'oett'veen B'C'
ancl å.D. Iiisior¡r beíore Chri st v¡as a preparation and
an e-v,,aiting. Onôe he iS Colue, t,he essenl,ial busj-ness
i s to ha-nd. on---tlie sacred. and now iärinu-table iru.st
de-l-ivered once and. for all" The icLea oí tradition thus
acquires e real ryea-ping, becau-se iire woi"ld- bo coÍre is
tnére al.i:ead.1." (11)

This is tire vier¡ of history first clearl;r e}.pressed by

,:iug.rstine, and consis-r,ently neld froi:: ìiis cl"ay s1¡11 tirat of

Bossir_et" I.Û is a viev -l.ihich is ab once pessi-rnísiic a-'oou-t

the nature of the iemporal process and olriirnistic abou-i the

fina,l ou-tcone; for the ultiin¿:te triunrph of good in te:'restrial

hisiory ira-s al-reacry been assu.i:ed by ihe victory of .i;he cross"

Tj:e ectu-al teri-ii l?ph'i}oso.¡.lny of his"r'orytt is no'c fou-nd'

in ned.ieva-I ,,v¡'itings. Cir -the Otirer: hanci, a d-efin:-rj-on such

as 1,$v,¡j-ilì,s nåires i,, cl-ee_r ,ühat .tiris is p.r:ecisel-y what ined.ieval

Ì:is.borieins, Íroi-l tÌre íifih centur"-¡ to the eighteentir, i'JeT'e

consiantly ta-lking ebout. L$'utiiir is in close egreerient wi'ch

Ð1lirc.r, t¡hen lre deíines pl:iloso;oi:y of his.üor"y as impl¡iiirg

å- systenatic interpretal,ion of universal histor¡r in
accordancð l'¡ith a" þrinciole b¡' r"rhicl: historical events
ancl_ su_ccessions a-re unified and direcied toward an

ul'Limate rnea-niltg. (fZ)

Clit sonrs u-nC.erstancling of ri,eCieval phiJ-oso,ciry of histo.r:1'' is

s-inil¿'.r, a.nd is sbated' in The Spi{il- oí i';ed"iev'

ri: ì:his volu.i:ie Ìie lloints oLr-t tha'u, -i,o iiiecii-eva-'l Úji'ini;e'.s a'ud

uriiers, Jrisio.r:-rr aolrea.r'ed- nei-ther- es ei fa.le of coiii:Lnuous

clecadence nor es a. siory of j-nd-efiniie nro¡.;r'ess, bu-t ratl:er

a-s ihe recorcl of ilÏ"ogl-ess orieniateil ioua¡.ds a- definite
. /r¡\
t'çllr:. \L-/ I

],e.ü ii be gra-nteci tha.; any interpretati orr of h-ì s1;o;"y
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is of.necessitl, a.n ir.;oosition of fori,l upon the past. (fÄ")

-r+ i o -orra'i.Èlf€less, instincbive in rlan to try to make sense
-L t/ I Þ t i!5 V gI V¡Iv¿vpu , r¡åu v¿!'

ou-i of r..¡hai he is ss¡iinue-iiy leai'ni-ng? by harnionizing and

lry striviirg to u-nify all his ì:nol¡Iedge. Undersi;anding oí the

n¡ cr tti nr¡nl r¡o¡ ^- q"ì -"-i a ânrl e;<-n'ì ana-tiOn Oí iif e evi d.ençe, (f 5 )pU-SÜ "r f.LV U-LV Uùi cj-.tl(l.J.y òJÐ Grlu' v4iJ+crrÇ:vrv¡¡

bu-b this
¡-¡'rt,o-i - Ðreced_es the r,-.Jork of rej-ntegrc.tion r"¡jricit isdllIcj¿JJ Þ-L Þ |

refläcted'in writben historical accounts; the prccluct
of ihe obgervatioir, criiical exalnination,_ a-nd. analysis
of historic¿rl d-ata. neintegrai;íon lis only iire
coniinuation of analysis' aad its :-:'rtinate
ji.:r-stif í cati on I T? ' ( 16 )

One oí iire ri:osi irnpoi'tan-t, cÌistinctions bebi''Ieen th.e

medieval pe::iod ailci our ot+n lies in t,he preseni lacll of any

rrzrÄa-¡'lr¡ino.¡111 i{-rz nf f-'!rnrrc.'lrN Of be}ief. In tife i+icld-le å.geS
'---r ui' wr ul¿v qå¡r \

this i¡as fou-nd in the nniverss-lly accel:ted au-thorj-ty of the

Chu-rc]:, Tire Refo:'¡iation d.estroyed ttris i'r.irity, and in iis

pla.ce ceme the. grovibh of a lelrge nir.r,ibez' oí ri val authorj-ties

and. ideologj-es, the Churcii continuing âs but one anong many

clairiiants of tþe ninds and. sou-]s of r'ren. Rationa-lisn aS

preached by \iotta-ire in the eiShieenth century, natj-onalisn

as seen in G'ernany a-nd Italy in ihe nineteentir century, and

i'tarxisilr a.nci- iriazíism j-n our otJ-n clay are exan:ples of such

iloverirents oÍ ihougirt, anci ail have irad tirei:: Íq:act on the

...ø..- a--i -n¡ ^.lr lri StOfy"I/..l.IUJraëi v! Á¿¿

:.r11a.t is uniciue about i;he i'iiiLdle Äges is 'bhili }:ere we

see one period. of history in v¡hich there e>lisis an rìni versal

agreerient (fZ) l'¡ith regard. to fr-rndamenta-1- prirrciples" These

Ðrinciþles are ai the same ti¡re botl: pre-ei'iinently realistic
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å.nÇi also idealisiic; ihe¡r are rooted in hurnan ilis,¿ory, but

at ihe Sa:ìie tinie -r,hey poi n-" ìre;'ott6 ta torlard a divi ne

consunnati on.

In jris d_esire to llor.k toward a reso'lu-tion of fl:e

ri.iodern dilerc¡na of hisiory, 'ial-qir suggesrs tha-t there is

Ìrope

íoi' t]:e'uliíäLate a-ti;aj-nmen-r, of a Sing-ìs iristor'icai point
oÍ vievr, a seL of 1:reslri:positions,'l¡hicii al-I historians
ii:igJri be prepa-recl to acceirt" (Iöl

FIe ca.lls this tîtiie Ceveiopmeni of a-n hisioricalr consciousness

in generâ}t, â standard- i.,ray of ti:ini;ing abou-t the subject

nratter of hisf oryrr. (19 ) Ttris cievelopn:eirt, as ]:e sees it ,

eÊn he hrorro'ir+ ^lrnrr+ ^-aì.¡ '¡lieif ihe irj-SiOfian iraS
-- - *^--Lr Çì.UU(¿U vL!J-J i

not i,:erely (a) sialda-rd lino',rled-ge oI hort peol:l-e d-o

beitave i n- e. varieiy of si iue.tions ¡ 
-out furiÌrer a.

stand-ar,J. concel:tioir of hot¡ ti:e1' g-u.qlli io beha"ve"
i',e needs to get straight not ¡brffi-ãG-¡¿çi¡r-¿1-
l¡n6,¿ledgê, Þùt also his iltoral and neta-pllysica'l

-tideas. t 2û )

lualsh iÏ:.en a.drniis ih.at

TÌrere are Í1anj¡ philosopirers cod-ay r'.¡ho vrotrl-d' say ¿¡at a
prograrmle íor- providí¡þ a. scandard set of inoral and
-'natÃ-nlrr¡si cal ideas is not siriplit qns of e:ctrenre
ä;;ii;åiiv;-ii rs irJ.ni:ly inçä"äi'or" of atiainirieni. (21)

lrrith no iniention of a-d.vocaiing a reiu-z'n to the i'ìiddJ-e:iges,

rÌÌÐ-j, T su.ggest tl:a.1. rirecLieval iristcrio3rai-'i:y be re-e:caLi'ìned 'in

tÌ:.e iighi oÍ' .,e-lsìi1s pi'oposal, l¡efore any iuriher pr"onou-ncenient'

i-s meide conceri:.ing eil,her ihe lrossibility or iüiilossibii-i.t5r of

su.cll a- Ì:.ope. it, siuC¡¡ oí ihe actu-al fu-nctioníng of ê-Lirl

??historical consciou-snesslr in the tiiedieval ,oeriocJ., eL

consciousness fou.nd-ed- on t,he chz'isiian faitir, should- Ílf'ove of

o-i-o¡t v¿l r:e i.n iilunrina.ting '¿he hiS'bor.ianr s ¡rÍoblems toda-y"
õ1 vu.v I sÀ4v
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