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Introdr*rcti-on

ilhe rluriJ' se cf this .Jailer is tc erpli-c¿ite rreicÌegger s s

treatraent cf the otc.Liestion of Being,u and. slioi,v-, in an

exiensive v\ia.,v, his anal ysis cf the tuquestj-cn cf ',1'hat it
means to be" " The irailer r,vill be lir-lited. to He j de,ggeres

delnonstrati:n of his pcsiti¡n that a genuj_ne undersranding

cf what it jrleans ¡o be r-s grcr-rnded in a vâgue and unexarlined

understairding cf .tseing" rvilerever applicabie, heidegger n s

,¡osition v¡íl L i:e vi ewed in terins of the histor;, of phil_csophy

esüeciaily in lighi ci' Descã_{'res" ,Ihe paller ,,r¡ill be

expli ca.tive rather than criti_cal-.

As it rs a hunan existence r,vhich a.s,ts the o,u.estícn

of tseing and experiences ilre vague awareness cf .Being,

Heidegger wirl make explicit the vague a'v\iareness that one

has cf hÍs crvn eristence, -cxisience wit I nct be treated
as an cbject -out as a" ,orocess and activiiy of existing"
This Ðacer wilr atternpt to shcw nct what kind- of thing a

bein3 is but n'hat it nieatrs to be at alt, For heidegger,

es vuili be shown in the existential_ änal;;tis, f cc a hurnan

existence to be nteai-l.s to care"

-Fcr l-ieio.egger, tìre objeci cf his inquiry is refer.red
ic b¡r 'uhe ter¡ri '¡ljasein'u " lteideJger uses the ontoicgical
tern '¡Dasein'u to designate that ,carticular being lvhich has

an understanding cf seing" strictly s;oeaking Dasein j_s n,¡t
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translated as ìrurlan realit;r cr as hurnan exisience

('oR.ágLiLá-¿HtAnnç," )" 'Ic dc so wcu'l o be to vierv rjasein

fronr tile ontic rf €rs:ectir¡e which is tc see ue-seÍn as en

ob ject" ,aser n¡ as an inquirer into i-ts cwnrirosi -deing¡

is open tr Jossibili-cies " rJtyi:rclcgica lly, isljasei-n'u cã.n

be iranslated as "tc be there" (being-there), or as 'uto

be ]rere" (tsei.irg-he,:e) 
"

lire difficulty in u.noerstandiag rieiciegger is due

to the faci tliat he acproacìres the traditicnal probl-ems of

nhilosonhi¡ in unfaliiliar and nontraditional terms, l',e does

this because he feel-s that the traditicnal lvay of forinu.lating

the problem is, itsel f ¡ âi'r im-oediilent to the soluti cn"

lieictegger gives a 'ohenornenological ciescription of

varicus modes cf eristence wnich elucidates what is first

and fcremost in our consciousness where conscicusness ís

the rneans b,y whieh v¡e becorne aware cf our own eristence and

cf -r,he world. Using the descriptive insights of ¡he

ohenoimenological rneti:od Heidegger iliutninates the ful-l
^ ^.tr L,.-..^^-rarróÇ ur ¡rt¿rrrar'1. ex-oerience in what he calls the tiexistential

-,- ^1,,^ì ^0¡ATTALVùIÐ

'Ihe existential analysis is an analysis of

existence froln the oersoective of transcendental a\,vareness 
"

E^Ø nvn'a.-l ^ i-a .li o^'rco.i n- *ha n,r'nnonf d8r.,¡nrl df¡ Hoì rlocr,.F Cf eXam,'JIe c LrÌ AIS CUSSIíIó ..-- *-Õge.tr

cj-oes n¡i ec;)roach the lvorld as en ob jecri ve entity ¡f

cosmol ogj¡ rr a.s an ob ject of know'l e6ige cf eoisternolcgyu bu.t

rather, he asks and anslvers the questions of what it ¡neans

f ct a human beine to be in a i,vorl d- and how the 'u¡,'vorldoo

beccr:res ineaningfu'l and in 'uvhai waj/s it is rneaningful to iíle.
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lleioegger asks v¿hat ì t rreans to be onees sel-f p ro be one

that uncierstand-s, and to be cne who is afraid"
The investisation cf ihe eristentia-L analytic

proceeds from tire point of vi ew cf oueverydayness" or

"inauthenticity"" Às this descri-pticn is insuíficient in
reaching a fundarnental ontol ogÍ Division Iv¡o reinter.:rets
the entire existeniial ana.lytic in terils cf temporalit¡r

and tirne" ".[Jasej-n and Teinpcralityu?, hcv¡everr.,vil-]- not be

dealt with in this paper

The exi-stential analys'i s of the sei-f shoutd not

be viewed as àn entirely diff erent a.n¿l ysis froin tire one

ñnôco'¡*aÁ -lrrr iþê W.tfk'i nct Õl'ì- .¡f 'l-]-ra ^lroatì Oi,L Cf f,Vhat meansv¡rv ru vr iL!¿:S v¡rv

to beo The signiíicance cf the ontclogical qu.esticn cannrt

be viewed anari from the ìlerson who asks the qu-estj-cn"

Unly nan can beccme awaxe and concerned l,'¿ith r,,¡hat it nleans

tc be and Being is real-ized only througli ihe self-reflecting

consciousness of hurnan existence. The existential analysiso

a.s the first step in understanding Heidegger0s philosophyu

is both an anal.vsis cf man and an inquiry into the nreaning

^.r ir^.ì -^- ¡1 -r- thi s nni nt h¡tlr ',1e j nsenarable and constituteU-! lu-Llló. E U Ull¿Ð ,UUIIIU vv UII 4! ç ¿¡ruviJG

the subject matter of ontclogy"

i¡efcre proceeding into the existential- analytic

i{eid.egger inakes tr,vo points concerning Dasern in L:egard. tc
quexisiencetu and ilmineness¡t 

"

vVhat does it mean to sa.v ihat the essence of Dasein

lies in its existence? or that in order for soinethinq to be

as llaseinu it nru.st have existence? In the first .claceu the

term 'uexistence'u ís u.secÍ by lteidegger tc a;opJ-y only to the
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hu.i:ian person. S-uricily s-oeaxing '¡tiri ngs't ctÌier than j)aseinu

suCir aS d-cgs, ca-rrcisu and car'oonu are not said to have

existence. Da.sein ls said tc exist because only Dasein

reflects u.pon Ìrls c\^/n existence in -Lernls of possible v1â)/S

of existing" To tiie extent 'r,hat Dasein rs e,ware of Ìrj-s

o',vn to-be u ho'¡¡ever vague thts alvareness r iJa.sein is 
"

utExistenceor for Heioegger iniplies a rostandin3 ou-tr* and it

is only Llasein that cai'l stand tîout{¡ of its rni-l-ieu and

observe itself" This unique characieristic of cbserving

itself in self-reflective conscicusness iso for .teidegger,

the essence cf ilasein" gxistence cioes not reíer to an

¡hìont ¡nlnnc" nl¡'ì p¡ts rr f,¡ ¡a-mal-'l¡i nc 'ì i r¡ì'¡r l¡rr-þ rcl-þg¡u
uuJçuu ar¡luI1å uu!jçLvË J! uJ Ðulllçvll!llõ ¿rv!¡¡39 v4ut

existence refers to Daseinrs a-wareness tha.t it is" This

a\¡/areness oí sel-f-reflection is presupposed in l*ietaphysics

which claints to tell us abcut reality and oursel-ves"

Heideggerrs fundarnenta.I ontology is an attelûiit to go beycnd

lvietaphysics b;r showing how it is pcssibl-e, in ¡he first

place, -Lc reflect upon onesetf . 'I'he initial- vuorking out of

*ha crr ,rr:-nfl f rr thê .r6ss"i l-.)i r I +.' ^€ n¡'l € e* -*rr uJ ur 5c-Lr-aWãf eILeSS qlVeS .f J.Se

to the existential analYtic'

The sub j e ct of tlre existentlal- a.nal¡rsis is 'u in each

ca.se mineut " lieid.egger poin-[s ou.t thai Ðasein as niine

inciicates the avâilabitity of the subject matter" ¿lso ¡ lny

consciou.sness reflecting upon rny own existence gíves rise to

princip'l es which are of a rational nature and, aS suchr are

Llniversa-l and a.po-l y ic every Dasein"

iliore ir:rportant is the notion anticipated by the

terrns 'uiTt eaCh CaSe mineçr or u'ny ot#no¡u fleidegger lvil-l la-ier
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discuss the significance rf u and C-ir'ferentiate between'

autheniic and- inautheniic existence " Ai-rthentic exj stence

is characterized- hy an e\,vareness on ilie part ¡f l)asein of

its own self wherea-s inauthenticity is characterized by

ljasein t s loss of the av,iereness of its ,c!vn sel-f . As

inauthentic¡ Ðasein is à\¡ate of a sel-f that is deterrnined

bJ, irothersii and- is not its o!vn.



I deing-rn-îhe-rvorld rn General- As The iiasic s-Late cf j)a,sein

Tc iie In A i,lorld

Heidegger beg.Lns his descriptive analysìs cf
i]aseiiri s i:eing rvith the ¡nost generai a ,o¡-iqri ex-istentj_al cf
al-1 cat-led iÈ.being-in-ijre-lvcr'l d'0 " At first, L-ieidegger v¿iIl

,cresent a skeletal vi ew cf the existential_ structnre of
Dasei n by proceeding fr'¡rn that existeniial I v¡l.lích is most

general and- which refl ects -bire genera_l a.iva..r.eness ¡f g:le \,\¡ay

in w]-iich -bire lvor'l d- oresents itself to r-rasein (leing-in-the-
wcrld) tc 'r,irat rn¡irich rs the ilicst cha.racteristic -- tha.t

specific e>listential 'cirat rnost acì-eo.uâte'l y revea-ls to l;e.sein

its owil exi stence ( care) 
"

rni-üially ¡iworl-d" means the piace in i^¡hich one is"
rt is -the ca,se that r fincl rnj¡ser f in sornetjrin,s a wc-r.ld."

rKant cla.inlecr tirat a pria{J. kno,,,iilecìge is thet whichis knov¡n prior to experience -i-s tha_t ivhich roakes
exrrerience possible " IrÕr Kant tiie categcr ies, I ike causeand sr-¡.bsta"neee were ê,c raJ: becau-se the¡i were nct d_erivedfrorn exirerrence bu.t ex;rê-r'ience itserf d-ependeo cn them a.s a
conC-ition ,¡f lts possibif ity" The g--¿frg.qr ref -ors i,knowled-ge deri ved from reascning an¿ na.s the rrrarj(s cfu.niversa.lit¡r a.n$ ngcessit;r. f he caie3cries are the a¡rql ?jxlcha-racters of tlie being cf -bhings cther. -Eha.n irå.rr" . The
exi stentia-ls arg the g_pg¡gq:= cñaracter.s of the being ofDasein" The e>ristentiars ãre necessarj¡ \,vaJis in whicñ ilre
inind". operå:res in viewing itself " For iieidegger tjre teri,r
? pciq{i. existential- r'efers ic -bhat v¡iiich i-ã-alrea.cly there
I n e:,!ertence as à" condition of its pitssibilit¡i, It cannotbe directi¡r o-erived- frcm ex:erience" ¡jxisteniiats a_re notproleriies bu.t wa.;rs or modes in v¡hich it is cossibie forila-sein'cc be"

6
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The l-irnits of the v¡crld r,iay be -the lirnits cf rn¡r ya.rd or

irìy corrlrru.r'Ìi tJr ås reflected by a ¡rirtrtive awareness cf a

self-ref j ecting consciousness or world rna¡i þ¿vs a Tílore

sr:ecific meaning as "to l¡e of use'r. üther rruays in r,vhich

ilw,Jrld.'? has rireaning are the personal mcdes of sel f-existence,

such as u fear and the av/areness of pJssibiliiies 
"

tseing-in-the-wcrld- is t¡ be regarded cnto'ì ogically

and not ontical ly" To shcw this emphasis is put on the

,oreposition ÊËin$¡ in -cÌre phrase ruEeing-in-the-world?!. On the

oniíc level the rneaning of rûin a worl-duois discovered through

ex,oerience, 0n the ontological l-eve-l the rireaning :f çEint$ is

that r,vhieh rnakes .rossible the feeling cf fariiiliarity that rn¡e

have with the wcrlo and which Lnakes us feel-rúat hcnie'u in the

wcr-ì d.. t.rntol-cgically 'uBeing-rirtu dces n¡t indica.te the s"oace-

time location cf ¡rhysics.

The ontic categcries of suace atrd time dc nct

exhaust the rneaning of rny deing-in-the-wor.ld" I arn nct one

i¡.¡ho si rnnl r¡ exì sis i n snz r'ê and tinte " tiha.t is needed is anv\ ILJ È lrtrl/ÀJ "tr* t-

a nri ¡ri ex'i-l an:ti ¡n r..c.z rdì n.o h:rw mlrJes ¡f existence such
-a--j¿t+ 1a- j: v /\ _v ! k¡ ¿q.

as alienation and- feeling at horne in the world a¡'e possible

in the first clace" ivly surr¡undings, envì ronment (U{ruel-l) 
'

are not sirnply t]'iere, bu.t they affect me and I affect them.

It is an a_Bqicfr fact that as a.l)asein I nust hai¡e a wcrld

tc d.r'uell in (tc be in) 
"

.As hurnan beings we have rela.tronships with ¡ther

huinan beings as well as'with things" 'r've are a-\^iare of these

relatirnships and the¡r af f ect us" Tc the questi on, rrlhat is

the ca;oacity rvithin us that niatces it possible f,rr us to
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relate in the firsi cl ace? heideg-er ansliers å it is a

prícr capacit5,- of the a_p,S.Lp.I:!_ existelrtia] J:eing-in-a-tvorld"

If rleid-e33er is correct in his vi eiv that øeing-in-

the-world- is an exístential a pfigri- then sorne ¡f ihe

probl-eii:s r,vhich have long concerned ph:-Icsophers are

ttelimina.ted,u' .I Ijre ul tiiilate presupposit.,-on cf kncr,r'l eclge

is oeing-in-the-ivorld" Ihe basis cf er:isternolog¡r is the

qr:lr.i ¡at-r'l-l r er't d'ì nhnt''r',ri¡- ir "r"^r'l\ñ ' ' i ^n to the distinCtiOnÐuuJÇuu-wvrJçvtr l,tlUIIU VJrllJ o '¡IUvvEVsI ;JLL'rL

between the knor,ver and the kno,,vn, is the fact that the

subject can reiate tc an object" T.hat the su-bject can

relate to an object is tnade,cossible in that the su.bject

has a u¡orld in vsìrich the cbject can occur,

lTlvc exainoles cf su.ch prcbJ-er'rts are the inind-bcd;v
problern and the itrobleirr of the real-ity cf Ì,he exiernal
rvorld.



l-I " The !T crlclirood of the wcrld

The ivcrl-d. as eirvircnriient å .rL d.escription i¡f tlie 'rw¡rld-'í

that we are in a _p{l-g{}

In exarir-inin3 cu.r dail¡r e:<j-stence \,ve fi-ncl that 'uve

hand.le "things'¡ rvhich 'uve have invested with va'lue, The

prirnar.y ways in rvhich we relate to anci use the "thingsnn in

tlie '0wcrld-io are as u.tensils" These u.tensils which are in

relaticn tc Uasejn alwat/s þave the characteristic cf 'Ebeing

sonething fcr the sake cf 'o o Fcr exarn.;Ie o glass es

are for the sake cf seeing, a i)en is for the sake of r,vriti:ngo

and. a car is for the sake of ccnveying Iûe, the î'for the

sake cfrr (!¡in-order-tot{) alr,vays refers be¡i¡n¿ iisel-f to

cnrnothi nc. ol qo I frr OVailnl e -ì -^^^a -^f ^'^ -+-^ ^^^; ' ô
-----.-t--J, é-LáÞÞEÐ t C-L YJ. t/U ùççIt¿Ë; o

Heidegger cl-aims that there are at least two rnodes

in which the world can present itselfu A.S the world presents

itself in iwo different ways ilasein cail relate to the world

in at lea.st two d-if f erent incdes 
"

One wal is a primcrdial relationship rvith ihe r'vorld

and- tirat is-uo use it" The world is available to us and

when we dc nct think about things in-che i'r¡orld- as objects but

as functicns lieidegger clefines this aititnde cf seeing the

worl d as r$.r'ead¡r-at-hanC." ( zU.ilaglen) , Things ready-at-hand

and tliíngs âs u-tensils refer to scîlething .beyond- theillsel-ves;
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that isu -ul:ey refer to ihe work thai has to be d-one" The

¡,vork that hes tc be dcneu in turn, ref ers tc soi:ething

else" 'Ihe final reference -i-s â pro ject which according to

l-reidegger refers to existence itsel f , As vsill be sholvn

l-aieru it i-s the care of existence for itself to ivhich all

the ref erences ere nad-e.

The second- way is not a primordial rel-aticnship but

a derived- relationship" Tc see things in ihe lvorl-d as

cbjeets, as something ihat occurs independent of its function

or u.see is to see the world as present-at-hand (ygfharyÈe-n) 
"

r'/hen a caroenter wcrlçs in his shop and picks u.p a

saw or e" harnrner he does noi think of tire sa\^/ or the harnrner

a.s a scrent-ifi-c object. The cerl)eilter u.ses his ecluipment

without necessarily tìrinking al¡oui j-t" 0n the other hand

scienee presents u.s with a;ticture cf the v'¡orld as a kind of

re..entacle in v¡hieh ntanv d.iffprent ¡lrier:-bS OCCUI^" The¿ I V9rV VsV!U !¡f rrr¡! V¡r ¡¡rqlrJi

scientíst viev¿s cbiects independent of their functionu value,

or use"

In our everyday coneerns entities wiihín the world

can announce thernselves in three rnain tì/ayso An i-nstrument

can break cj.own and becöme u.nusabl-e; it can be inissing when

it is urgenil¡r needed and not beuoto ha.nd.qiat all; and

sonrethinZ lilay 'f stand in the lvay'u -creventing us from using

our instrurilent" In all three cases tÌ:e thÍng ready-at-hand

ehanses to a tllin¡' rreseni-at-hand and we becc¡ne consciousurlet¿Ðvv u¡¡a:¿i3

of it independent of i-cs üseo In all three cases when the

breakdowrr occurs we becorne a\.uare of the pu.rpose of our

endeavours, !\¡e lcecorne a\,vare of the totality of the work and
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in this wa.y *uthe world announces i¡se'lf'n" tn inuch the sarne

r,va;.r Ìleidegger will- show that in anxi ety a breakd.or,vn of

exi-stence cccurs and ive becoi,'re awa.re of our existence,

iJasein¡ âs .oeing-in-the-v,rcrld-u r:akes ihings around hírnself

signif i cant as he cccurries himsel-f ivith .crc jec-us tha.t

indica.te à Concern fcr his crrvn beins. this ccncern tha.t

l)asein has for hinself oresupposes a.n undersianding of

Dasein" As tÌre cntological conce;ot cf'"'Èrn¿orl-dhoodt¡ means

the particul¿¡.r aspect of i)aseinls tJeing-in-the-wcrl-du and

as Dasein is Being-in-the-v'¡orld as a particu.-Lar aspect cf
ex'ì stencer ih.en, tiris concern that Dasein ha.s f or himself

also presu.ìlposes an und.erstanding cf the v'¡orld as it exists"

In crd-er to use thin,{s in the lvorl-d Dasein mu.st uncl.erstand

the l,¡orld as snch and tlie wrrld is tÌrus that v¿hich is

understood. The ',vcrldhccd cf the lvorld- is constituted b¡r

the s¡istern rf significant rel-aticns that lJasein assigns
-.r-^ ì +^^'t -Ft U I UÒ U-!-J- o

Both lvaJs of vieu,ing the worlcL a.re I egitiinate ways

of rel-ating to the worl-d and neitller one is to l¡e disparaged,

tscth ready-at-hand and oresent-ait-hand are in-the-rvcrld and

rhe stíntùs ã.s pointed rutn neans scrnething oifferent in each

;J^ì ^1 ^-Ter f ae'l s thu t tr see ilre tv trl rj rnl ,¡ 2s .n.¡ncnn-r-
UAÞç o llUrL¿gó5u! f, uv¿Ð v¡Iq v UJ -Eç t/lIü vv J¿ Iu J¡lr , u-ù ,(JI UùUll U-

at-hand is erroneous becat.lse it -Leads ,ohil osoi:hers tc claim

thai snlJ tìie scientif ì c iäethcd-ol cgJ¡ can worli out a ¡'ational

descr:-ptron rf iire v¿¡rld" Tiris "tcb jeciivity¡r 'interp¡'ets

human e:ristence sinrply as another object rn the wcrld of

cbjects" that atti-tu.d-e of r;iind r,vhich viev¿s the l¡orl d a.s

--^r^ ^-F ^r^.:^^+^ .i^ r-,.'r^-r- +r-^ 'r^^^t a.tiitucie fortj"fd.L¿ç: L/.!J tJJ- JIJJf:UUÒ Iùt !!J \¿JLlUUt UIIIj rJì;ù
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scì ence, brit it is noi necessai'ily the best attituoe fo.r.

-nhi I nen'nhr¡

The a-[tiiu.de t]'la"t vier,.vs the universe as nle.r'el v

presen-L-at-hand is a. de¡'iveci attitude a-nd nct primo-r'diaÌ,

a.nd in orincipl-e is insu.fficient tc adequa.teJ-¡r ex_olain

Jru.rnan existence. âs it r-s seccno-a-ry a.nd iis nethodology

cannot exhau.st the pcssibl e waj¡s of vielving -che wor-]-ou ii
cannct be -Lhe rnethodcl ogJ¡ which revea-Ls ontological truth"

Fcr Heideggere usins soilething and thinking abou.t

sotiteihin3 as an object ere t.',vc differeirt aciir¡ities of the

inind " l'{either a-ctir¡itl¡ tvi-l-l- exha-u-st one ú s âwâ-reness cf ì;he

v¿orld" i{eid-egger sl'lcws that there is ûtcre than cne a.ctivitl"'

in which the v¿or1d can be viewed" the v¡orl-d can be viewed

ass (f) reacty-at-ha-ndi (2) 0resen-t,-at-hanci; and (;) an

erì stential of the *qel f in v¡Ìrich the differeni vieivs of

r"eady-at-ha-nd and present-at-hancl a-re incorrrr-;l ete viays of

seeing"

lieidegger rn¡il1 discuss 'in subsequ-ent seciions an

ex;oandeci. vieut cf seeing where r tuseetu the worl d cf rn¡r f ellclv

llarr neither as things to use nor as cbjects but as a \,vay

of toseeing'8 in r,vhich r see -rûysel f as leing-with"

ilefiniti-cns of tire i,'.irdes cf u*Seeinq"

lleid-egger places inuch ern,oirasis f,n tire ihree differeni
nodes of 'useeing'u " When I vieiv the world as equiprnent I

einpl o¡r '¿ ci rcu.ritspection" " Circu-i;tspeciion bel oir-s -to concern

as a. \,!,¡a.:! cf discovering wha.t is rea,dy-at-hand" rvhen I view
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the world. of other ilaseins I etrl:loy "consioerateness'0, and-

r,vhen I iFlccl< a-t'1 rnj¡seff (knoit,'l edge ¡f self in al-ì its
ì --..'l : ^--t-; ^^^ \ -l- ai,-.al r:¡ [Ël--Ênq.,r2 ronnt¡;¡ - ftlentâti rrol i¡I ljlr.JJl- Ua trilllS / 9 I gl:1¡JI JJ/ t/I -_------ ---,r - ¿ u¡I uø u: v EIJ

ít 
^'ì '¡nrr?ììq^ânti ¡n'¡ lll',c ì airf I t,leans ã, tulooìçi n,i' aroundrl iu!! uu:,lulvvv v!v¡r \_YJIY:!SIY/ r.¡vs¿ru !vvrllr¿û t

" considerateness:i (ducrrsiclf!) nea.ns ;;l ocKing back" i and

rltrpnqn: ronFr¡ii lllllr nhqi nl¡f i:rlror t I .rnêâns ^ ¡lr ^^l-; -^- +Lrnll.crhll
U¿G¿¿uVsrvrIV, \vurV¡IÐIUltu!--!v!e/ O -!-UUl\IlI¿ Ulfrvqi-¡!

In all vrords the v¡ord S-f_9,þ1, '0sight'ë, occurs" The point

cf all this nomencla¡ure is to show Tha.i Dasein relates to

tlie world ontclogiea.lly in rlany different ways"

In ord-er tc understand- the imcortance of the

distinctj-on cetv¡eeir tire read;r-¿f,-hand arro the preset'lt-et-

hand. it rna¡r nov,' be lvise to view these distínctions in the

coniev-t cf tne hrstor;r :f philosoph¡r v¡ith pa.r'trcuì a.r

reference -Lo kncwledge es grounded in ¡ì:e subject-object

rel-ati on 
"

Desca.r'tes argu.ed. that the r*rind- couid corìte to knolv,

thrcu.gh reasone objective realityo -F-or h.i-il the iniel-lect

\,va-s able to direetly a-oprehend. substances that v¡ent to rnake

up the fu.rniture of the universe" iÎhat v'¡as apprehended by

the senses (accid.ents, a0pearances) \¡ia.s not necessarily

real, ¡iet what wa.s kncv¡n by thcu3ht had to be real.

This rationalistic vi ew was couniered b:¡ the

em,ciricist tradition of which Ðavid- llurne was an outstanding

re,oresentative. l-iuijle ? s posrticn was -ihat an u.na-ided

intellect cculcl not apprehend- real-ity et al-l a.nd thus there

\jva-s nc ba,sis f or Des caries t sl airno

'Ihu.s tr,vo traditions \^Iere establ ished in ''¡¡hat seemed

to be two extreirnes ¡ the raticna.list saying illat the mind
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kneiry tlre thin3:-in-itself ' ¿:'ncl. the emiriricis-u sa;rin* thai

the rnino knern¡ ncthing at al I exce;oi its cwn iC.eas. The

fcrner over-ernchasized tire Ðovúers cf reascn ',vhile the latter

unde::esir¡nated reas on o

Kant atiernpied a synthesis of both points cf vierv

in hi s a,nalr¡sis in rvhi-ch he retained iiuinees vieu¡ that the

intetl ect could not grasp ihe thing-in-itsel-f (nou.nienon)

and the viel that the iniellect could apprehencl the a priofi

structure of aopearance o

For üescartes the oìrject r¡/å"s sirn,cl¡r there to be

knorvn and. the subjects rvhose intel'l ect fully grasped the

object, drd nct affect the natu-re cf the rbject as it was

knov;n" State¡len-bs a.bout the wcrld were true -i-f the.t¡

correspcnd-ecl io tlie sta-te-of-affairs in tjre real- external

wcrld-" l{ere we have a situation in which the rriindn a system

cf ideasu is a separate entity fr¡rn the worldo a systern of

things" Su.bject and cbject, ivhich are n)tv =eaa.rz."-te and

vi er,'¡ed as an uu insideuu and an 'u outside" respe ctivel;r u somehow

must be mediated by language, \r'hose siatements in turn must

be verified" 'I'his view rnay be called the id-entity of forns

cr JSOmOT;ontsn"

In Kant?s episternology, a knowable pirenomenon'i s

ccnstituted'ooth b¡r the rnind and the rbjectu each cf which

contributes to the lJrocess of knowing" For Kantu being abl-e

to kno',v so;rrething is ,lcssible oniy when y:u ha.ve the

activitj-es of ihe sub ject eonjcined with ihe o.aia presented

hr¡ -i,h o ¡h i p ¡t th rou¡"h th e s ens es o 'Ihis rneä"ns that thevJ

kncr,ser influ.ences cï' cha.racterizes the cbject or thing knrwn
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Irerê v/e have a situaticn r,vhich einphasLzes the structnre cf
the kncwer a"s a sin-e q,i¿a nc_n fcr knowlecì3e, lhe structure of
the knoive:: affects tlie known object tc the,ooj_nt that it
irakes tìre object es an object for the intelreci cossible,
IJescartest subs-bances are nct known directl_:¡ b:,¡ the nlind.

a-s reality but rather "su.bstance'n is ncw seen a.s a categcry

of cur nlenta.l operati cn" Notions l-ike su.bstance and cause

are not knov¿able as external apÐea.rances but are waJ/s in
u'hich the i"nind necessarlt y viev,is ob jects " Tn ord-er for the

mind ic vi ew cb j ects r-t tiust u.se the categcries " Is it
Ocssibl e to ha-ve a,n activity cf the rnind vuhrch d_oes nct

view things as ob;ects and ci.res not use the categrries?

I{eidegger replies in the affirrnative and hez'e d-elrarts frorn

Kant 
"

Fcr lieidegger tjrere is no a p¿i_o_r-L iva¡r to shoi,v tha.t

the vievu'in which the world is seen as inad.e up of objects

is the onLy way tc vielv the wcr1d" As previcusly pcinted

out, this view of seeing the wcrl-d as rnade u_Ð of objects is
a derived viev¡ and- not the only way cf relating to the

rvorld u y.i.4, , the scientific lvay"

In relating to things in the v¡crl d as ready-at-ha_nd

and present-at-hando nct cnly d-o t iinpose rilj¡ cv/n concerpts

upon the data, ic r.la.ke the data intelligibl-e, but rny o\,vn

character a.s a hu.man-ireing affects the vtayr I relate to the

world- in ciirer modes, For these reescns i-t can be seen wh.y

a^ investigation into 'uhe mea.ning of deing-in-the-world is
prio-r'to at\¡r lrr2f,2.physì-cal rr scientific descriptron of the

worid- in vuhich I as a Ðasein find_ rn.ysel-f 
"
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rls rvith Kant, heid-eg3er disagrees r,vithu ancl finds

unacceptal¡le u Descartes e vie',v of ihe wrrl o ,oreciseJ-y because

he, tor, oresupÐoses that uasein relates tc the wcrld only

in one i,va;i and has not fu.Ily exaiûined- the bas-is cf that

relaticnship, It is with Descartes ihat the cntoÌogical-

persrlecti.¡e is lost and that the notion cf the wcrl-d as

rnade up rf substances is nade possibl-e"

Fo¡' i{eidegger ii're vÍelv t}iat expresses the noticn
that the rnind. r"elates to the wortd by building ccncepts

that interrrret the objects ín the v,¡crl-d is not an essential

cne" lleid.egger is g,cing tc argue that rnan$s essential ivay

¡f relating tc tlie rvrrld is cne cf care (fug.åS) " Ultiinatel-y,

a.ll r,va.ys of tseing-in-the-r,vorl-d are cnly different rnodes cf

carìl'rg. Before he shows this he first di scusses the vari ous

existentia-.1-s tf Dasein tìrat prorrÍd.e ihe basis for ca.ring"

ùne wa:I :f car'1nS is tìre objective-scientj-f.lc vì ew of the

worldr bu.t, as lvith the cther !,/aJ,¡s cf caring, ít tcc must

be grcu.nded r-n a total view cf the worl-d-" Any view of the

world- which lirnits iiself either tc the cniolosical- or tc
the s cientif ic wil I of ne cessity overlcok nian;r v/ays cf
i3eing-in-the-world which are in theinselves genuine and

rneaningfu.l.

Dasei-n and Space

The Tlo'üi on cf space arises for Dasein in tire

situaticn -Ln which Dasein sees things as "clcse'* or a-s {ûfar

¿i,va¡r'¡ " It is a {rf eltr¡ space " ilei-degger illu.strates th-i-s by
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ihe exarnpl s cf one rvho is walk:-ng clown the street and vuhc

sees a. fr-ienC of his ap;orraching " 0b j ectively snearing the

sidev,¡alk is niuch cl-oser than the fr.iend" i{ower/er i]asein

fee-ls a uuclosenessto to a- friend that he d.ces not feel to

the sidewalk cf i,r¡hich he rnay nct even be a"ivare" lieidegger

drav¡s far-reaching i-rnpricaticns oui cf this ordinary event"

The impl-icaticn is that the space inv¡lved in our world of
concern i s p::irnordiaÌ; it is irricr tc the notion of space es

the distance betlveen related ob.jects " To speak of Dasei n?s

soatiality is nct -t¡ vi erv spece as in Dasein or es Dasein in
spece bu.t to ncte that to be in space is a necessar)/ way

that .:lasein is in the wcrld" " o'¡as i]asein?s o',/vn sllatiality is
essential to its bas j-c state cf Beine-in-the wort ¿,u1"

The mod,es of spatia'l a'lva.reness either outhcught'u or
o'feltoù by lasein presu"ppose ¡Ja"sein as already j-n a vu'orld."

FOf lleìrjeç_.ae.¡ l^,oi'nc--in-<,rrôô ic ¡ .nen-1- ¡f -Beina-in_a_V¡Cfl_Cl_"u¿ vs! v i/¿ !uIt¡ó_J_l¿_a_

Thai Dasein is abl e tc use thin3s in the worl-d. as eo,uipment

ready-at-hand, ava.ilable and near in a pa-rticul_ar pla.ce in
a systern rf re'lations, is possible oirl¡r rtecause of -bhe

existentia"l a*pq.þ4! of soatía!-it¡r which Dasein has"

Spatiality is a mcde of r-laseinss Being-in-the-world."

livìartin heidegger o åç_l=4.ra4d't iing,
rria cq ua-r'ri e and Ed-vyard - R o ¡i nlõã*(j,¡ e w T5lË :
1 ^/ ^ 

\ r ,, -L>'o.), ll" I+O,

tra-ns, Jchn
äarper & lìor,vu



III. The ¿rhc cf tjasein

tierd.eggef. now answers the quest:_on, vrho ís this
Being-in-the-r,vorld and hov¡ d-ces he exist in ilre i,vcrt d? lle

nor,v gives a descriptirno not an rÞeval_uati onnë u cf the
different mcdes of tne self" iie tentaiivery outr ines ilre
difference betr,'¿een the au.thentic self a,ncl the inauthentic
they-s elf,

The investigati¡n cf the serf is undertaken in
order to assist in the establ-ishing cf a. ground for the
o,uestion cf the meaning cf lielng b¡r dedr;cing the stru.ctu,re
of existence"

It is à fact that I
I exist and this awareness

of my clvn bei ng" jiowever,

I exist; is rt signifi ca"nt't

d ifference?

à'u\ consci-¡u.s" I am a-ware that
presents me rvitir the significance
I can ask¡ Does it rnatter that

l)oes Tny ex-isting rnake arry

rn ccnsidering the significance of niy existence
r rnay iir16g1ns v¡hat it wcur-d be l-ike not tc exist, Frorn

one coirrt of view my consi deraiicn wou-l_c be absurd becau.se

as non-existing r wcurd, not be able to kncw anything at aj_l.

llov¿ever the questron i s very significant because in
entertaining this question I rea"|Lze that riiy existence is
not a necessarJ/ eristence and r'c j_s an e>:istence v¿hich is
alwa¿,rs in jeopa::dy, Although I reccgn.i ze the rneanrngt esSneSS

1B
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in atiempting to lcnov¿ ln¡hat it is iilie not ic beu i atä

confronted wiih 'uhe fact tha.t at any tirne i;ry existence càn

cea,se tc be " I see and teaf tz-e noi-beíng as a ¡oossibility
for rne and it is this rea:-izatj-cn lvhich is sisnifícant"
Dces being a\.iare cf cne 0 s oossibilit;r of non-'r:eing tnake

anv rjifference tc a Ðerson or cj-oes i-c nct? It is ccnceivabl e

tlrat it rûa.vn for in knoivin- that I can cee.se to-be (¡e:-ng) f
'^^'" -+--r'-^ rti¡ns i¡ nrqvent âS well AS I arn abl_e AnItlcL,:J UAI!Y IJr gUAL{ U.LUlIìf U..,/ ,*i-L C

accictental dernise" Yei v,¡e can a.sk¡ Is it Ðossible that r

can never beccme aware of the possibi-Iity that I nray cease

to-be at any iine'ì cr ¿ In e><-i)eriencing this ai'/areness of

tliis terrible jlossibifity of ceasing to-be¡ cârl I attempt

to fcrget ab¡u.i j-t by su.bilerging i-u 1n lny l-ifeçs actir¡ities?
i{ei rie.q,qer wì l1 ex-auline the tr,vo different rncdes of sel-f : the

self v¿hich is aware of its non-erisience, a.nd- the self which

does not seem to be a-v/are of tlie possibilii;i of not being"

For lieideggerî, not to be avrare of the possibility

of non-existence is tc cover u_c the sígnificance of existance"

Because of this n'cover-upi' the analysis begins with that

mcde cf tseiirg-in-the-r^/orld lvhich su.brnerges its own self-

awareness" To this mltde of being, the inau.thentic they-self,

is con-[rasted that mode of -Deinq which is a\¡tare of ihe

sisni f ieanee of bei n.!. znd i s called the au-thentj-c self 
"

v !Õ¡¿:

T¡ una.erstand. the questrln :f ,3ein¿ cne irust afsr be

awa.re of oossi.bitities, since the significance of sej-ng I ies

in the reaiLzat:-cn that for all the waJrs rf .Bein3-in-the-

v'¡orl d" there is -Lhe ineluctabl e possibitity cf nci-being" I-c

is only a.fter a-ll of ilaseints pcssibili-bies a.Te shcivn that
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Ìiei clerrp'êrrs notions of both freedcia and truth can be

grcu.nded., AIso .iJaseinu ivho j-s ín one particular actual

mcde¡ câl'L clu,estirn r,,rhy he is es tha*t t:tocì.e and nct as àn_v

cf the o'cher ivâJ¡S cf bernE |hat àre open to a iJasein" 'íhat
deterilines Daseint s rncd-e cf dein3-i-n-the-'*¡orld"? t'he only

wa;r ic a.cccunt f cr such deterriiinati¡n is tlirough ,aseinqs

nrod-e of oei-nE-in-the-wcrld r,vhich is a-,u bottom an eLiher/or

decisicn i¡etiveen the autheniic and ínauihenii c rncd-es 
"

Either I am deterinined- in iny rrrode cf being by the

"they" (inau.'Lhentic) and I air nct ta.king ccgnizance cf the

significance of reing (Being as an issr,r-e f cr ine); cr a,s a

Dasein I atier'rpt ic de¡errline ín.]¡ c\¡in (au.'chentic) Ìje-ing

(Seing is an issr.i.e f cr irre ) " As authentic, i)asei n is â-\,vere

cf the j)cssibitity ¡f iis n¡i-being aird as su.ch is a.:{are cf
its own finitud-e " ùasei n? s finitulde i-s -ùiie ontclosical
grcund of -Jasei nçs tein,oora-l ity and- a-wereness cf time,

In his analysis Fteid.egger hol-Cs "r,hat it is impossible

to ha-r¡e ¿11 ¿n¿lysis of the self s-bartin3 ír:rn a Ça,riesia-n ialr¡

which is naked and I cnelyr sJ t¡ s,ceak" The ,orirlordial- !3Irt

cr sel f is alwa)¡s a.nd a.l-r'ead;i ¿ --,a"r't of a wcrld- and a r,¿orld"

in which rther ilaseins are also gíven" i'ri¡w if , e.s lieidegger

argues, the total 3iven is a c,lnscicusness or a self alread-y

invclved v'¡ith a. u¡crld as -uei-n¿-in--che-w¡rl d-u then ilie¡'e j-s

no i:::oblein of rtother nind.s'o because "cther uiincìs't are equ-a.l ly
priatordia.I with cne r s c\rvn oonindìu 

"

In arguing that .ùasej-n -i-s alwa¡rs a self wiihin-a-v¿cr]-d

and- a sel f N'iih-other-people Heide33er is nct fcrgcin3 the

phi-lcsc,thic aiiein;ot to clea-rl;i distinguish and l-iitit the
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boundaries cf the se-'l-f " 'Ilie issue irere is betweeir -ihe

ina';.tÌ-lentic and au.thentrcu ',vhere the ar-rthentic sel-f is by

its rrer/ being a .tjasein wirich is its oivn se-l-f ciisiingurshabf e

froi'rr cthersu l-,e-i-oleggerns ilanner cf distingui-shing and

clar:-f¿ring the sel-f j-s not in tlie c¡ntexi cf a. J_cne,

isolated- sel f and o-bhers in a ¡vcrl d where sr,rbject and. ob jecis

are sepa.rate " rR,aiher äeideSger'0 s con¡ext is one of Dasein as

i3eing-in-¡he-lvcrld 'whe-re the alr-tlieniic set f is a set f
already ín a world and already in assocía.ticn 'v,¡íth ¡thers.
The aoint to be rrla-de here is nct tha.t the i-nautirentic sel-f

is alone a.nil that tlre au.i;Ì:entic self is with-cthers, but

ratheru tìia.t au.thentic Dasein is in a inod-e of awareness of
others a.s wel-l as the sel f and thra.t inauthentic Ljasein is i-n

a mod.e such that in deal-ing with cthers ua.sein l¡ses sÍeht
î1 Tnô Cô ¡i

Through the 6.n¿lysis cf the wcrld as eclui:rment

(ready-at-hand.) neiOegger shovøs that ihere âre rtlLer Daseins

tvho alsc use the wcrlcl a's equiprnent" I'he priinrrdial rel-a.ti¡n

tc tjre i,vorld a.s r.eaci.r¡-at-hanci ccnta'ins within it the

primcrd.ia.l rel a-ticnship tf being with rthers in 'c j-re lvorl cl_ 
"

The priilcrdial relationship of sharì-ng the i^,¡¡rl d rvith others

i;ra¡r be ill-usirated ',vith -i;ire f¡ll_owing examole" In ivalking

throu-gh ll)i neigl'Ibouris ya¡d- I atn ca-r'eful- not to step on his
fl-owe.r's" Às eclui pnlent these flov¿ers ere of service to
a-nrther Dasein s LlJ nsì 3þbcr-rre and by n:t ir.a:n¡'l ing ther,l r
recogn:-ze that th-i-s ís so" lleide¿ger asks u¡hat makes ny

concern flr rriy ner3hbou,r possible? In or.der to ex,Ðress

concern I nusi first have the cartacit.\¡ tc do so" This
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capacit¡r is then ori¡r to i,iy aci of concern" tha'õ I air

able ir ex;oz'ess ihis ccncern .i-s jrìã.de ooss:-bl e b;r the

existen-bial a orioq! reing-i'rith. -being-with is a-n ai¿e.i-Q._qi

dirnensr ono a iii¡d-e :f oerng-in-the-t,¡¡rld, -'rf ,ese r n" r'rj/

a-v\¡areness cf a.notirer .Das ein t s u.se of the r¡¡rrl d as eo,uiornent

is rnade plssr-bie only because as a LJasein I a.rn essentiall¡r

being-wi-uh. uo.oeing-witÌr is su.ch that the d-isclosectness of

the Dasein-witir cf U-thers belongs to it¡ this means thai
because Daseinos leing is iieing-i,^ritìr, its und-e.r'siai'iding cf
Rpi n: el rnarJv 'ì innl i es t,lre unrJerstanrì'i n:r Of Uthef*. ui1
yv a::J

Às a Dasein iny l.icd-e :f being in relatin3 to cther

i)aseins is cn'cclcgical-iy differen-b fr¡¡n the mode i-n which -[

rel ate t: the w¡r'i d as equ.ipinent " 'l'he possíbif iry cf relating
in a unique ivay to other .Da-seins is the Ëine gu?- no$ oí 'bein3

a sel-f " 'i'his is to sa¡r that .ùeíng-r,r'ith is an a pCLqr:L

existential " In regard- to the eristential A prior! it riray

helc to ncte tÌrat as the Kaniian ca.tegcries cf cause and

substance are nct the resr.rlt of abstraction fronr e>lperience,

so al-so is it the case v¡ith iteídegger that his existential_s

are not the result of abstra.ction from experience"

The The;r-Self

äeidegger states that it could be that the üwho*Ë of

everyCa¡r Uase j-n jnst is not -uhe '*i rn;ise.Lf'l " In a, seì'l.se ! in
ûì.i/ ever¡rd-a-v se'l f s I am nct -L " In crder tc s¡pl a,in tl-ris

'uI a.m not I " , lteidegger again ta.xes u.p ¡he d.rstinct:icn

IHo'i rl ê2'r.Þ:-. - ii¡;- ^- cnÄ I¡ìi z, ^ ^ I ¡(n
-j_!_rl5_-g:jill__å{lliY" P r _j_uv o
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betu¡een -r,he au.theniic and inauthentic mcdes of tire self ,

i{e v,¡i1} exolain that',,vhen i lose rrJ¡ rrlir it -is nct tc soine

other ilasej-n that I lcse i-t bu-t i lose it to the '¡theyu+, a

inode cf LSeing-in-tire-v;¡rld cf the sel-f ,

Ii; is nct a.n oríEinal- iciea tc realize that one has

e tcndeno',¡ ir lOSe Cne0S inr^ianpnoê'nnê e'ncl knrrv-l -ori.c'e ofrr!vv-5v

cnesel f in tkie everyda¡' endeavou.rs cf one t s eristence " It
v\¡as Socrates whc exhorted the Greeks with '*knclv th.r¡sel f ut

and ì'ie sa-w tÌris motto i,vrj tten on the '¡¡all s cf Aioll-oss

ternole al Del;:hi. As we alrea.d;r kncivo lie-ïdegger Ìras

intrcdu.ced- trvo d-iff erent mcdes cf tseing-in-the-worl-d¿ the

rnod-e in wl:lich I e¿rû av\rare of il;,rself ís ihe self-n,cd.e, the

a.u.thentic; and contrasted- to this is the rirocle in which r

have l-ost track oí tl^re self and is cal-ied inauthentic"
Thes e ex;o er j- entia'l f y grcund-ed rtodes cf being a.re

it;t1-,rrtant cnl¡r tr ti:e ertent trâ-u they catl thrcit' fight cn

the relaticnship between .iJasein and his possibil-ities 
"

Later Heide3ger wil-l shcw -Lhat the possibifity to not-being

(death) is one of the r¡rost revealing incdes of lJasein as

a.uthentie beins"

At the inorneni lleidegger is concerned with the rncde

cf exr-s'cei'ice in whích .rJasein, and .Dasei n cnlyu is responsibl-e

fo.r' i-osing the vielv cf his self " lle points cut that the

neaning of the "the¡r" (das {tal1) is not to be taren as

standing fcr rtothers" but that the 'utl'ìe¡rtÎ is à characteristic
of a mod-e of ijas ein q s eristence " n'Uthers " can reo¡-es ent

::elationshi;os that occu..r' in both authentic and inauthentic

rnodes" In the ¿i1¿lysis cf everyda;.i existence one way cf
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öeing-in-the-wcrtd is tr be inau.-thentic in tha"i one lcses

sel f-a-t^¡areness anC ca-pitu.l-ates tc -cire .ìlnper"scna.l node of ihe
o'the¡r" " the '¡they" is 3rtunded in the acjual. Ihe

conirastl-ilg way :f L:eing-in-the-rvcrld is the au.thentic rnode

in which cne is avi¿ìre of 'ulie self and -cilis au.thentic rnoci-e

'i q cr.rrt-nÂo¡l i n tha -^^-ôi hl aIÐ <! JUI¿U-gw- rl¿ UIIU fJ\JÒùIUJU¡

The analr/sis of the two different rncdes results in
a d.escrii:ti,on ¡f srrlle basi c characteristj-cs of Dasein"

Frcm this anaf}¡sis lleiciegger .,vifl seelc out the ontotcgical-

grcund whj.ch will be discussed in the ne:<t chapter. Thus

f ar a,uthentíc existence is chiefly cha.ract er:"zed. by uaseinq s

awa-reness cf possi-iril ities " äeicle.3ger v¡il-l next ctis cu-ss the

term "Tegqte_hg_4ft which llieans uuuncj-erstand-in3". Undersia"nding

is the fa-cil iiy by r,,¡hicJr D¿isein beconres awere of possibílities
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Iieid,egger has nclv u-sed two terrns isau.thentic" and

rri nauthenti c'u , tc designate vari cus rnodes of exi stence 
"

The inauthentj-c ni>d.e j.s 3rcunded in actualit;r" The

au.thentic mcd.e is 3rrund"ecl in possibility" '1]re ina-uthentic

mode of existing is alla;is a rossrbility fcr authentic

Dasein and arithentic Dasein can be actua.l-" Ienta.iively,

authenti-c existence can be defined as Lja-cein actin,s in

accord v¿ith seLf-conscious a1,\¡areness e and inauthentic is

tentatj-vely ciefined as j)a.sein n¡t a.cting in accord with

sel-f-ccilscicus alvareness " ncw this self-conscict-rsness ís

possibl-e in inauthentic and authentic exisience is ihe

subject cf the next section.

For ¡ieideggero Dasein r-s genuinely arrvare ¡f the

self rnlv r,vlren rjasein sees ítsel-f as havina Ðossibiliti-es"

Tc see cneself e¡¡l 1r âs an a-ctual entity is to see cneself

as an rbject¡ which is'casically to see the seif as sonle-

thing el se" (Dasein f s n:t an cb jec-i but à tu.orocesstt)"

Ha-i ¡^t ê:7o'êr v.¡'i I I c'¡-r.ra l-l''af qllihontì ni Ìi¡ i s ¡-rrllnripr-i ì n

possibilit¡i whereas inau.thenticity is g-r'cu.nded j-n

aciu.aj-ii;r" Heid-e3ger will shcv,¡ hov¡ ijaseiu becofiles åware

of i-ls actual deterllined eristence and, a I so, hcv'i i)asein

becomes a\¡¡are cf its Oossible free existence 
"

i\ot only ain t a\,vare cf lvhat I ani ncw, but I am
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â.-l Sc awäre ¡f what I Couid be" 'ui cculo r¡e'i in the Sense

cf being sonlething thaÌ; I aiil not now" Jij--Ûìrough r al.t now

a,r\rare that I ain t'low sittíng eT Tl,Y desk r,,rriting I can imagine

in\./se'l f va-ea-ironino- at -rhe beach with my friend-s" I canItr,J uv!¿ v (/.ve. v:v¡::rro

u.tter a rneaningíul clntraty-tc-fact sentence" I arl aware

that I exj-st in su.ch a i'/ay as to be actual" I arn also

aware that I exist in such a. way as to jrave possibilities"

The probleÍì becornes one cf explarning how I can exist ín

Such a way aS to have two ntod-es cf eliisting, the actual

and- the pcssible. llhe qu.estion does not indicate a merely

togical or I in,3uistic stud;z rev,¡l-vin3 around logica-l or

semantic d.ifferences betln¡een indica-tive Sentences and.

contra.r'y-io-fact cond-iticnals" vVhai is beip3 brought up

f cr consid.era.ticn i s, in rvhat rûanner is nty actual exi Stence

meaningful to me and. in wha-b inanner ì S rity exisience a.S

havì nø nossibilities rneaningful tc me?t"""--

i'Ve can illustrate this last qu.estion with the

fol-lou'ing exarnr¡les, I ha.ve l¡een arrested and put in'üo

prison" iriy arrest was du.e tc an unfortuna-te error r,vhich

I kno,v v¡il-l- Ì:e disclosed- at rn¡r trial" The possrbility of

ay freedom is inu.ch îû3re inr-oortant tc rûe ihan the actua-l

state in which I find nluvself" Ün the othe-r- hando to fhe

lead-ei' ivho has jusi v,ion an irnportant battle the present

actual staie cf har¡ing r,vcn i s nore inportant tha.n his

earl ier sense of uncertainty whis¡ ¿l I owed for the

pcssibitiiy of d.efeat" In speaking of the lrlcrth African

nai'irnz j ,on Clrrr rchí I I said, utU,c tc l{l-arrrein we su::v j ved- " Af ter
v9.¡¡rv14¡iJ.
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Al-arnein rve conquere,l , "'

trossibiii-t5' is nû'¿ onl"y sJ-gnif,åca*i i-ia the sense cf

the fu'cure. Iúaa¡¡ 'f i"rnes we f índ- ûurselves i-n sítue^tíons ûï

in plâC€s v¿irere rve ask of ourseLves, ?i{hy dj-d I come here?'

or, îldhy did I d-o it? ! To ask tirese queståons índ-j-ca'¿es

alternate possibil-í-¿íes and a gwea'tet concern foz' what

nright have Ìreen tlle cãse lhan f,cr wha'i; is 2ç1;s¡a.31y the câ.s€

i1(DlV. Our" exi-s-l,enCe ís :îeaningf,ul ,ï]O't only beca¡-lse of rvilat

ís ?:ut also because of wirat nríghc lce s¡ fl-ì-gi:t have i¡een.

{}ur e:qj"stence ís such theL, a-t. one time rve etlphasize

the a.c-Lua-l aer.cÌ e-'u another' -c-¡ne \'/e err'lphaoize 'tliÊ possible 
"

It "rvo¡:id se€iì,¡ inat a conrpiete phi-.l"osopi-r;y ri,iculd i¡e orle in whi-ch

1r:a'r,h itrocl.es of existence , 'the actttaL alrd the possebS-e , 1¡/€rÊ

accounted. i.ay'" If one i:egii:"s one 1S eccaun4- using tire 3-aiaguage

ai:d ti:e tirought structuc'es irnpor'cant, 'ia tire scíentif íc purs'.1ít

of the zet=¿aL, one fínds -Lha"t û:n€ ca,nno-L go beycnct a descz'ilrti-on

of what exists to a d,escrj.pticn of, what :mi-ght exist or does íto-u

exist" ÍLI'¿el'nate3-y, concentratíng on those f-ac,ul-i;ies of minci

wl:ích teLL rne v¿ha'L is onLy possíþl-e Ï cannot gei to the actual,

because there is no e"ctivíty of minci v¡hicl:l caft sepäxate the

a.c¡i,¿a\- fz"om the po,ssibLe. Sone enri:iricist theo¡'ies have

attempteð- tr:ø shov¡ that ti:e same ap¡:a-ratus v¡hich de.çcrí-i:¡es the

aclc.¿aL i-s capa'i:]-e of, re\¡ÊaJ-ín"g the possíir,l-e" $one rationa.ii-st

'cheo::ies ha-r¡e at';ei.npteci io shol'/ t-nat ihose faeulties wh.i-ch

yeveaT 'Lû us possíbiJ-J-ty c&ia al-so t,eLj- ¡-is lvhat the facts areo

l¿Ðav j.d 'Îhoi,¡:son, Er,lr"ope S j-r.lce Þtra,potr-eon (i'iew Vori<:
Ënl:ired l{" iftao¡:f , rgi;?), p. 73f "
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ÍlcweVer-, -bo-lir CûmÊ aCrûFjG âS e><ceed:-irgJ-y illeak Wi:en a-rte;np','j.n'4

io redcce I,i:te "l:ossi-hl-e"-firor* t'he "fã-ct" ai: ti:e "fact" frofil

Ihe "p'ûssi,bJ-e."

Anoihe r taciç -i,s to coil.st:-^i¡ci t,, sj¡stein wnici: wij-1

accouni; '?ct: i¡oti: the r"ea-l-in o-f t'h.e i;oss:"i:i'e a-*-d the rea"J-tn

6'i the actuai . IJowever, io separate the fa-c¿1-ty by i¡¡hich

\,,,/€ kncw the 1?css ibie :iroili '¿iie íi a-cu n-Ly i:y w j: icil r'¡e l,s.now '¡-h€

actuaL results in the pro"nXetlt o-f clual-:-srn' l'lo,¡eve:: Ï clo not

experÍence mysel-f a.s }:avÍng one Life of, 'cl¡e z"ctua-L and-

ano'í;hes'l-ife of the possj?:l-e" ÏVl¡.at I a¡n ã\,:¡are o:i is ûn'€

lif,e rpi-'ch ì:cth tl:e aatual ancl the i¡cssi-ìl.l-e â.nd 'ci:is ä"wâlÎene5s

genuin€l-y a.f -FecIs iny ]-i-'le " lhe pLrobJ-ei:i is no-i; ûne cf rrre:le L.'¡

d-esc:::1--u1-ag '¡?:e -lwo cij-:Îfer"en'u i"r¡od.es, be;'; one of si:sr¡¡ing i:oi¡¡

tftey cilo re jat.e a-nc', t'/lia't 'r,he3r a3'e 'årasecl ulìlûlß"

I.teic'iegge:: ìreg:-ns hj-s ana.lys:-s cf, Ðasein i-r¡ "e¡/etrv*

ûej/rf.ess" A-S it -!,s hey-'e t1:a--ê; both mcdes reveti '{:hernselves ín

theis' tots-L si-gni-f i-ca.nce. Both it¡od-es are equipz'i-'r,*crd j a-l- ârLd-

one canieo-b i:e reducecì from the othel , Íleidegger lvíl-l i.írs-t

¿leScrí-lCe ''che ti¡¿o n:cdes uncler "s-i:ate-.of*rnincl" (ac-bual-) anA

"unde::stand.ing" (possiìrie) and" j'n à 7 atet section r"¡iii sl:orv

hcr,'¿ ihey al:€ i-lnífíed uncle:-' ã more gener"al concept .-'- -bhe

e:ci,sten-¿i a-l- ca"-¡"Leci '*caïe". F"s iTeS-clegger proceec;s pl:enomeno-'

iag,--caLi'y he f írs'; a.na,Lyzes -Lhe two rnoires ç-fr Bej-ng be-{jore

r,.¡-ncae¡í i nrv f.n care as ti:e u-l-iina-'ce e:çi.s'cent:.al- " ta:'e ¡¡/il I
y¡ vvvv

be Teve¡-1ed aî'ier tt-rj-s 'làTt sf 'rhe v-fi.p--tysi-,s t-s cornpleie.



Pcssibilit¿i As ¡rior l'o Àc'cualitrr

Aris-foile saJis that uu" ",actu-ality is lrj-or in

su-bstantiat bein3 tc poienc;r" " o o "- .1s far e.s his ¡neta-

'thJ¡sics is cf,ncerned a-ctu.a'l ity r-s pri-or 'ür llossibility"
Is nrt äeide3ger goin3 against tì'ie 3rain .;f the netapl'r¡zsical

tra"d-rtion exernplified by ¿ristotl e and St" Thutnas .A,quinas?

¡F1¡+'l- ñ^ññil,ì{Ii+f i- rri,ry. tr qnt"oìil-r¡ ìd ÕLTLCV UiiÞÞJ- UIJ_I IJJ IÞ 'JL L\JL vJ aU uLtáI-l- Ucy -LÞ C-

-orinci-o'l e that runs thrcugìrou.t -i1-e-i]]-3**qÈli-r,æ.. -Ln beco,nin¡

Ê\^¡a rê ^,f nôssi l-l'i I i tr¡ one rjoes ifOt need A nri .r Ã nil¡.a Iqv vue¿

experience, l,ater tieidegger v¡il-l- shoi,¿ that pcssiliil-ity is
the iileans b.y whj-ch one can achieve the transcend.eni,a-l

.oersllecTlve "

Iir hclding tha'c possi-bili-ty has rrrirrit;' over

actual j-t.y heidegger ind.icates ' in r-rãrt o his disa3r'eenient

rvrth the ineiaohysics of .Âris-[oile and .*tc-uina.s anci his
- -j--+-^.---'-r- +^ ìrpr¡ond ilrese t::aditi¡ns " The traditirnala U UUliIiJ U UJ :;J uç,j/ vlJLr u¡rçoç

netaphysical view h¡lis that a.ct is tlrrcr tc .ootenc;r and.

that acir.ralit¡r .r-s prior to poten-tiality. r'¡cthinS can -be

unl-ess f irst gr:u-nded in act " heid-e5ger t s criti clsrì1 of

this is that -uhe u.ltrilate base r>f i;retãí;hysics as recresented
1^.- ¡.at-L^+-r ^ :^ .^^ì- -^ +1^ìnL*s tlrat:rre" and n¡t wjrat itU-! JlI l-Ð UU U-LU IÐ UÇ!115;ù t u11Irf,õJ ul14 u qt w g

rûeans to be" 0nce rea"lit.'r rs restri cted to rnean a.-l-l the

exi stì n¡r kre i n¡"s i n tlr c w.'rnl d 'Chen the ieaCtUa"-Lr? iS 
'llC-f'e 

f ealw:¡¡Õ vv-¡-¡¿Ðv

-t-Lê-^ -+-1^^ ¡'t-l ^ L-^:,lúILA!! L,lLU :/Jùù-Ll-JIttô llt-=!U-85óçr uJÇù rIJ u c-

restrictj-on and is not bound b.i¡ its l-i¡it'i tatrons, lrs this

t"-Aristotle n "iiieta.pirysi
Ari stotl e, ed. Richard. i'lcj1recrr
î-xt-;?-\-*-*l9.5bJ" .-)o t30"

Çso* , [þ.ç"=Þeei_c*!voi:4.q ..a{(l'Jerr''Í.orK.: Ra.ncloj:r -nouSe e
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oalfer Cro,r{reSSeS ii l-S l,oped- tþa.l one can inake sense ou,-b

of the dic-¡u.l;r -¡Ìrat ,oossibility is tiiore äreaningfu.-L than

a-ctuality" tn u.recle.r'standrn3 the inean-in8 cf oeing tiiis

d.i cti_rr:r i_ s grs s r âI 
"

Au.tlientic Dasein is a l)asein wh¡ recoguizes the

,cossib'l e .itoci-e cf exi stence a-s irlore si-gnificant tha"n the

mod.e of existence t,¡1i-1ch is actu-al" This does nct 'tnean

tþai the actu¡-i ;iioc'..e i.s nc-Û intportantr fa¡" frcin rt" tlne

r,vho condu.c-is his life in a-tÌ o?Lti'lt'eal istì gü8 iìla-nner a.nd lvho

is tr¡find;sto reel-ity cannot be said tc be au.thentic"

PerlLaps the fcllor,ving era.m.ole 'uvou.'l d heli: cur

u.nd.erstandin3 of authentic Da.sein" L,ìy io.b involves

collecting I arge Su.lns of rncne¡,' v¡hich t retu,rn [o rí]y Slr.per-

visor" As liry super"vì sor is a tliief he atiernpts tc ha-ve

li're enbezzl e Suins of tnon-o¡i " din'r:ezz1 LnE the i¡lonev goes

e,,'aìnsi rîi. consci-ence" iioiver¡er I d-o it l¡ecause I do not

lvant tc lose iny job" I tla;; even tell ilyseif that I nust

do it" Ln -chis state of iua1.r.ihen-trcit;i i CLo not enterta-in

an¡r nctirns ¡f ihe::e being ¡rossiìrle cou.rses of action open

tc rire o-i;fier 'ühan stealing" Sefore r stol e, sieali nE was

cne "possibirityfi for rûe" iiov¡evers I irla-;r not have been

a.v,/are of this because r vi e','¡ed Iny superviscres su3lestion

sr uncritical ly iha.t L viei,t'ed i-c siinirly a.s a na-uier of

ccu.rse " I-Lad- I entertai ned a.ncther possrbil-it¡ru tlia-t of

nct Stealing, I perha,os wou.l O. nlt have Ccr,lrni'cted- a cl'iIûe"

I \,vas nct a\\Ìare of possrbil ities a-nd- it j-s tjrís lack of

a,i\iareness of pcssibil iiies ivnich makeS fne e;<j-st inau.thenL-

icall¡r" A possibi-tit;i is n'sotnethinS'u ln,hich is not the
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case aetlral lV" Ii is an aival'eness that -i;hings need not

be in the r¡va.]¡ -ülia-t ihe;i ¡¡.eseni iirenselves.

The uiscllsu.re ¡f The o'iie.reiu j,n,Jaseints "To-Be-iiere'u

lieidegger points cut the two \,/aJrs in ,,.r'hich l)asern

becornes ayia.re of hiinseif in a iv¡::l d." (l ) Throu.gh sta.ie-

cf-rlind-, a. lilf,d.e ¡f existence that ::eveal s the r¡fa"ctícit,ir'o

cf ljasein ivJrere tJa-sein reatizes the givenness of the worlo-

ancL DaseinËs own throlvni'iess, a-nd- (2) thrcu.gh tha.t rnod.e of

exi stence r yfg" u uncÌer:standing, that d-isc-l-oses tc .t]asein

its own ex-istence" In this tlcde Da-Sein becoilles aware of

i)ossibil-ities which are LJasei nü s 3wn" ire sha--ll ncv/

ccnsicler the anali¡sis 
"

Siate-cf -rrrind

äeid-eg3er first considers that incde cf a.rvareness by

which the ag!p¿! is mad-e significantg thai is, sta"-[e-of-irrind,

The0tstate-of-nindo'orutthe state rn whl-ch one is to be

fcund'o belongs -bo the essential chara;-cter cf Dasein" The

state-cf-inind is an a- prl-o_r.L existential by which llasein

has nocds airci- ii has three cha.racteristics; (l) disclosu.r"e

of uuthrownnessiu, (2) d-isc-L¡sure of r:eilg-in-the-ivcrl-ci-as-a-

whcl-e g a.nC the (3) d.i sclosu"r'e tha.-b what jja.sein enecunters

in the rn¡rrld'¡rna.tterstt to .Da-sein" lhis thiro cha-r'acte-r'istic

is n¡st irrroo::tant as it -'l-ead-s in-bo ihe ncticn cf fea.r"

Later we shatl see an anal¡rsis cf fear, iuhere f ear is aYL

e::anple of hcv¿ s'r,ete-of-mind rer¡eal-s the actual rncCj-e of the



)4

oi h e.r'e t' 
"

JJasein ls aiivays -Lc ce fcund- in a. mcod" iict^¿ever

this 'Eno,odrî is nci tc be taken as an occesi¡na-l atti-tude

of inind that ps¡rchologists tal k about" iriood- tn¡ill be

discu-ssed- rvith "being-a'Ltunedrr .

It is the case that t ?ufind tnysel fou in a situat j on

that I cird not choose, I di-d nct choose tc be born nor d.id

I choose the circu.rlstances lvhich go tc ina.ke Lr-o lty life-

situation" I v¡as not consu.Ited- as t¡ this siate-cf-a.ffai rs

but \,va.s thrown intc it t¡ itrake the best cf it" There are

ínanJ -t,hin5S unalterable in rny e;iistence" In i,ty lncrds I

can either cverlock these uncha-ngeables or meet thern" i!'Íy

attitud-e towal:ds the u'nalterai:le inay be r¡ro cr çonn and

what is d-oes lna-b-ber -Lo rne" Thìs mode of awareness of the

actual u cf what is, is ca-Iled. the staie-of-iitind"

The state-cf-¡nind d-iscloses tc fie my s¡ate cf
vÉthr,cWnneSSer " The tern: t$ihrolvnnessnE IneAnS ihat to Scme

n-l-anl- c-|-. I a.rol- ,1'^ eFA datan,ri nori h'¡ CCifd-itj_OnS and€Àl,9JIU9 ¿-U IUd-Ðtr9 ?vY aLw uçuçrr¡¡lr¡uv- \

ci rcurnstanCes over rn¡hiCh we have nc Contrcl-" Ïloweveru

Dasein has .other characte::istics whieh -r'esist and offset

the effects cf his throlnness" Each cf the three chara.cter-

istics cf staie-cf-rnind- a,re nar!;ed. by tl're terrn rtdi scloSu.¡e'u 
"

t0TJ be d.iSc-l csed.u¡ d.ces noi ltean 'uto be knotvn a.s this SOrt cf

thingu' a.s rteid,egger points or.t " 
I lhe s-Late- cf -lli nd

d-isclcses ilie acti-tal 'uhere*u of ilasein -ùhrcugh one cf its

mccds and, the d.isclcsure is never ccrnlclete, iriood-S do not

t._
- Ha r ì'tt' a-nd- Tirne 

" lf " L73'
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revee'r a-r-. that there is t¡ be kncwn abrr_l,c r-la.sein,s giiren
circunstances" state-of-riiind rê¡,¡êi:ì,rs ihe fact that Daseín]^ :-^-LS rn e wcrld¡ i.lot rvh;i or fcr what pu.rpose" The,,why,u and-the utpurposs'r rernain a.s soiileti.ring unkncwn âbcut ,asein ! s
a_ctu.al siar,e in the w¡rl d"

A non-white _oerson in v¿hite soe:_er-f experj ences
d-is crirn:-nati cn and pre jud.i ce becau.s e of ,ie co.r-our of isskin" j',lot ha_irii1* cl-losen ilre coJ_ou¡. of his skinu he rnaye
in a genu.ine mcment cf angu.ish, question the fact ilrat he
was nct born white" lie rnâJr sy6n attriôute his sta_te of
aff aii:s 'Go íûfate{¡ , rtf ortune,e r cr nu I ¡¿g1-,u . À¡:art f r.om
physiotogical consj_cie_r.at-ions ilre qu.estirne r?r,,/þy 

14i¿.s f not
born white?r, -is a rnea_n,ingJ-ess one" horvever ilre ilcd-e of
existence which gives ::ise tc such e i).1 ea is rneaningfuì_
and genuine, anrl ,;Iagu.es the anguished_ pe-rs¡ï1es ccnsciou.s_
ness ' ári'-2¡"rr, rrf ortu.neË¿, cr url-u.ckoÊ is nct acee;cta,b1e as
a fcrtrL of expr¿¡¡¡-xio''' fcr oness sta-ie-cf-affairs in rire
ta'tLcnar inquir;i into causes " Iioweve_r,r such not j ons are
rneaningfu-r in terriis of our feerings ano_ a.ititu.d_es towards
the condítions v¿e f-i-nd Ju.rser ves in" ¡,ate is a cha_racter_
istic in one cf ilre 14/ays I existu in one ¡f the ways I
v' er'v tre worlcì, and- it peints to this d-istu.-r.bing fack of
coi-npl.ehens_Lcn that we have abou.t ihe ,,given,o in cur
ccnd-iticns. Trre fac-b of being non-v¡hiie rras à ter'ibre
power tha't necessaril¿z reveals a part cf wha_t rna.n is,
This fact is a niod.e of existence whether the non_r,vhj_Le
accepts iris ili3inenta.ti cn or a.itenpts tr cie ce i ve hí¡ils etf
abru_t it,
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äe id-egger speaks of ''bein3-a.b-üu.ned-uË ',vl.iich is ret ateci

to ism,Jcd-r', Daseilr lives e:-ther i n or oLr.t of u*tu.ne'r with the

world- and the varicu.s tvaj¡s Ðasein exrsts as tunin3 ãr.e

called. ra,¡¡d.s " It is a,r\ oo_dit;i tìta'c in seriou.st y ref I ecting
upon cnets e:-istence the influ.ence of ¡nood. brea.trs clcivn.

This d-ces not ha;open bJ accì dent, as ir,eidegger a.rgu.es tha.t

mccd "d-i-sclcses Lfasein in its thrcu¡nness" ".in the rnânner of
an evasive tr-,.rning t,rua.J,'uL lio,w can this -oe? ficw can a

niocd- r-eveal soL,teihing (d.issl cse it) bJ, nct revea.lin¿ it,
hy ieturning a.,.ra-'rrt?

l- ha.ve tÌre habi_t of snroking ciga_rs whrch I consider

bad-. ii'r¡r inabilit¡r to JVe.r'cofile tfii-s ba-d habit ca.u.ses me

rricocis ef guilt and. d-epression in r,vhich I feel scrr¡r f lr
nyself " t beccine captivateC lvith tny )wn ss't f-ni {y, under

the influence of a rnood-u r Ìrave d-irected- rn¿r ¿{tentiln awa.y

froin riry ree"-l concern r,vhrch ls to r.id_ rn;rsel-f of this ba.d

habit 
"

licwevero a critical exarnina-tion cf rn¡r sel-f a"nd- in;r

wealçnesses can ra.i se the possibif itT :f overcrtrlin3 ihis
inlrerent jlessrnlisin v¡hich :Jrevents úte froin further rea.li zinz
m¡rself " lriood- rer¡eal s lÌiy exis-ience as it ts in ihrcv¡nness

by er.ì¡ilasizi-n3 ihe actual , by tr-rrning iny "Jrzetu a_way frcro

cf íLsL-derì-ng r'rry .jossibiii-ùies, it¡jrich is cira::a.c'ceristic of
the inau.'bhentic sel f"

As 'vvaJ/s in v¡llich I becoine a\^ial:e if inysel f n n:ocJ-s,

i¡,hethe.t: :f elat,,.)A tr o.e,..ressl-lir, tu.rn r,i.r a-ttentiJn awaj¡

l-ljein''rì and 1i:ire, ,vo L[ _)F
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froiil :'l'J e)rist€ircÊ e:1û'¡-.:r'r:. ¿c tiie cûi-tEiicie::atíci:. cf lr)/

c¿ïcujrs'¿ances ** i,3y tt\¡.,rû3:l-d" " " ïti € í/e j--;ü case iJase j i? a'i tvaj¡s
-r

iras gcli3 :ìlû,3c-.'r- LLe,ie,T càfi r ccinl¡le"t,eLy :¿eL ,'ic cf i=1rooiû

1r-or câi1 iroods get :,:ic c-F :ril€,

Ëecause nood-s aTe a.J-ivays ,,'¡i'¿l 'r-¡s "i-o scrne e)íten'r.,

mood car:.not i:ecorne a characteristic of au'chen'¿Íc e;iisteirrce or

iz¡autiren'ci-c exi-stence. Xt is r¿a'v tne ca-se i;ha'u zt-ttherLt-ic

e>iis-L,er-r.ce ts "¡::oo'jl-esg'1 â$d inauthentic exis'cer:.ce "n,3od,*

dorni-na-tedi', û:ce who i-s \-tï1a\¡'rB,Êe o-f -Lire inevitahl-e ar
I'f al-i-enness" ca-nno-b, 

. 
þe sa j d to be auine¡:.tic . ".4. s'[ate -.of *

m-'r-nd is that e:<i-stential- rvirích iuipl-ies a. di"sciosive

süi:lnissíor-I- to bi:re 'q,¿oz'l-d out o-f i¡ir¿c;: we can eÍìctun-Ler sorne *

il=-lrti4 tktat mat'i.ers to us""2 In ûn€ r*ûcie cf âl,/ãi'eneaË,

stal"e*of .*rl-i:-ncì, Daseen is su-þi¡issir¡e -Lo -';ile rvor, l-d. 1åIzl:oug-h

a.¿,¡'il:entic e;çistence ea-*aat. coinpie'ceJ-y -free :-'i:sei-f o-î -iire

"Lnf lueuce cf, state*of ..rninci, -i'c can gû i:e5;ç¡.1¿ 'uhe staire^of *

m j-nci. State*of -i:rinS, as ffielL'nio$ed i:ef,ore, vlas not a

¡:hencmenon ti:e-t co¡;-l cl he added ûÐ. to an ex¡:tr-anatíon of;' man

¡-¡nder the heading of ":f eetrings" " For l.ieídegger:, s'Late*of -
rrríncì i-s 2.. r¡i:il"nordi"al- term anci sta-nds iri j--he sârn.q ì -i rrli¡ iaÀÅÈ)rj

:'egard to liasein as coglzi-Lion ared l:€asûn,

The ¿s¿[gsis o:i sì]a'c€-of *;:n'inci as an exi-stentíaL

of lf,aseín has Í'evealed -bhat whren Ðaseiri becoines atilàre of

itsei:f in a ryorlci (Íts "here'1) 'thi-s at¡/al1etìess ís i'¿sei-f

inf l-uencec. ny 'che uirai-be::a-nility of f acts. A.j_J_ Ða_se:r-ns

j
- Êa i ¡r çr n;r,-l 'lt'i vlle -¡-r 1 T ?

2.*'Ëeiag a-nci T'ínre . :A" 3.7V 
"



lb

'el¿ls 'ûo the wc-r"r d wiih scnle awa-reness ihat the v¿crrd is
such a_s to present ,uhen r,vith una.lterable fa.cts.

State-cf-¡nind is not a_ jjsychciogicat accou.¡r-b but
rather a, verj¡ i r,i,ooria.nt factcr in hui:tan erlstence" ¡Ìven
the dis.ra.ss'i an¿¡.te i'lethccis of science ha_ve for. the screirtist
a mcod of tr"anquilt itj¡,

ljoth -ühe actu.at and_ possibl_e rnodes ere signifrcant
fo-r' tJa-sei-n. uaseine s existence beccmes aware of the actuar
rircde t1'r'ough the díscrcsure of state-of-inind" (L'teru
lieid-egger r'¿i1r- 'rgue ihat Dasein becoiries EvL¡â.re of the
possÍbr g inode of ex. stence thrcu.gh u-ncìe-r.sta-nding" ) The
state-cf-rnind is not on]-y a mcd-e of bei:rg that di-seroses
inauthentic e;<j-stence; it is at sc pr.esent in inollents of
authentic existence, sta-te-of-rnind r^evea_Ls tha,t tire wcrr d
lnatters tr ilasein"

ireidegger argues that ,orior to a-n cccurrence of
a:ny fact there;:nu.st-be a ilocle of existence i¡¡hrch w¡utd_
rnake that fact significant fc-r' L,asein, If this we'.e.noÌ
the case then nc fact r,v¡ur d inatter to .ifasein and,s âS sucì.r,
there wou,rd be nc facts" since there are facts there
mu-st be the prior mocÌe which is an existentiar, and as an
existential- is a -priqri " rhe existeniiar 4, priori of the
state-of-rnìnd nct cniy shows .Jasein as it is a.s a reing_
in-the-wcrr d '*The mood has ar rea-d-J¡ d-ì s crcsed- s in ever.j/
case, Being-in-trre-worr d as a ,,vhcr-o, and- jna.i{es it -._)cssibÌe

first of al-I ic direct oneset f tcwards sc,,iethj ng,of bu.t

1
- Ào'ì n,:t ç nÅ, fFi 

'"_:-r_¡.ré -_c-r lg- ¿- rrL9_, i,, s 176 
"
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it also discloses that .lja-sein is ccncerned lvith 'ühe iv-orl d-"

"The fact -bhat tiiis s¡rt :f tìrin3 (ivhai is encou,ntered

rvithin tlie lvcrld, the actual, the facts) can "rratier'n ic it
(Jasein) is gr"cunded in ,¡ne ? s stale- rf -iLrind; and a-s a sia.te-

of-nind. it has al readJ¡ discl osed the world as sciitething
ì

by wiricl-r it can be threatenedu f rr i nsiance "nut

lieidegger u-ses "fear" as an exalilol e of hrv¡ state-
cf-nind- can fL.r.nction anci reveal -Lhe aciual ncde of the
?shere" " Ïieidegger r,vil I I ater ccntrast fear ivith anxi etJ¡"

Fear

rrI,'earing , a-s a s I nrnberinl poss:.biJ-it;r cf being-

i-n-tire-,,vorld in a state-¡f-inincl has aJ-read.¡r d-iscl osed- the

wc::l d-, in tha-b soir:ething lì,ie the fears:)i;le riia,¡ cfirle c.Lcs e""2

Fear, in an actua-L caseo reveal-s what Ìras alwa¡rs been ihere,

narrìe'lye a v.à:t of oeing-in-the-world so tha.t part of it can

threa.ien us (Dasein) 
"

Fear is not ic be seen as an occa.siona.l moment of
weakness bu-t rather as the vehicle ¡f an irnitorta,nt discl-osure"

l'fhat is disclosed is tha.t to-be is an isslre fcr Dasein"

One cannct explain i-ea.r u.nl ess cne realizes that fear is
¡'n'l i¡ ^^coì hl a 'OeCaUSe it natterS tO DaSein tO-be " 

*![-hatUVUqUUU !9 ¡11AUUçIÐ UU U4Qç

which f ear fea.rs aÞau! is that very eniit;i r,r'jrich is afraid.
I

i]as ein " 
uu /

i4e-j,+g--a¡a Îi,æ" p" f7ó"
L -..1ñê 1 ntr u' d 'l' ì r'^

'Y +-11:1 -Gr!\4 -*--iiiE " -J o -L uw o

/rìai n:' çnrl fli mo ^. I Bn
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l'ea-r is a specific tnode of at-Lu,neÍlent" Fea.r has

tlrree asÐects: 'ufea.f' ofu*, itieax í',,self", and, tËfea-r foi^""

tn fea-r a.s "fear of" i,vhat is d-i-sci csed is otÌrer

bein3s in the worl d a.s soliething oefinj ielrr -Ûo be feared"

This na;r be a- thin,3 cr a lrtan which pcses a'ul'I"rea'r, fr¡nt a

d"ef inite directron, irrior to uase j nl s experience of f ear

as oufear oft' Dasein inust have alread¡r beccirte a'Jvere cf a

whote si¡stem of rela.ti¡nss ine"e a neighÌrcL:.r'hood-' froirr

vshi ch sorrLqthin3 f ea.rsone can approach"

In uufear itself u¡ lJa-sein di scloses scrnething as

threatenin3" .rJasein d-iscovers sciilethin3 as íearflil

because.jjasejn i-s nct indifferent l:ut in a lnode v'¡hich is

ôr-ìên to iez rfi-:,]ness and- is thr eaiened b¡r it 
"

Exi-stential attuneilent is the required cond-i-¡i on

fcr llasei nÛ s abii -ity i¡ be oÌ-rene approacha.ble u a,iid- aff ected

bi¡ whaie\¡er ¡lay ccíûe io him frc;¿ tÌre tnior',i-d" Attuneltent

ha.s alrea.ci;r thrcwn LJa-sein o.oen io the ilossibilì-t;r of beins

af f ected. i n varirus ways, Fcr exatnpl e, sr:,reti-ring Ìil<e

fear ccu-ld ner¡er be experi enced ìr¡r :)aseín if LJa-se-in i,vere

n¡t alrea.r5-;i t¡fearfu..l " and cape,bl e rf being afra,id."

In fea¡: ¿a-s uqfear fcrtu Dasein -ls alv,rays a.-ira-id for

hirnself " uasein lias 'ouíit a worlol f¡r hiurself ou.t of his

ccnceri.r fcr himself and- his abiiit¡r-to-be" Any threat to

Dase-i-nu ic his l¡ropert¡r, or -bo his friends str"ikes ai

Da-sein as ;eing-in-the-ivo::l-oL 
"

!-ea-r as à soecific tnocj-e of attune¡tent di-scloses

the self cf .Da.sein as alrea.d;' -bhroi,vn into a vtorLd- cf other

bein3s upon r,vhich he is d-eoend.ent"
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liercegger has aslçed. -[]re o.u.esitcn: i-l-cw is fearing

poss j-b-l-e? þe ansl,vers ihat fearing is lJcssibl e beca.use

Da.sein has s-¡a.te-of-¡linä as one of its enstentia.ls " S¡ate-

cf-inind, ¡'eveal-s that I irave a i"node of exis-tence wliieh is

dotprrní ncr'J bi¡ ã- concern fcr whai is"

Understanciins

There a.r.e -bv¡o wa;v-s in which llasein becoines a\^/are

of itsel í in the ,,vcrl d " the f irst wa¡r rs 'ch'r'cu3h the

sterie-rf-iiiind.n a iitod.e oí e-wa-.reneSs b;r v'¡ilicir tiie actual is

¡na-de si3ni-f ica.nt" Tlrís h¿is been discussed abcve " lteicie3ger

n,¡w tu.rns his aitention i¡ ihe rnocie in v¿hich uasein becornes

âware cf possibifities" That mod-e of existence which

r.eveals tc :Ja-sein rts eXiS'Uence i-s cal led u.nderstanding"

For äeiclegger ihe a-nal¡rsis cf u.nde¡standing provides

the ba.sic fou.nda.ticn cf fund-arnental ont:logy. iieiLlegger has

insis-ted_ that sc-iag_a0dJilie is arL intero-r'eta.ticn of the

ques'tion of existence " It is in this sectr-on that äeidegger

in¡i1l ctis cuss " interp::etation*n 
"

The nction of ,nund.ersta-nd-in3'n is very int.oorta.nt in

lle j d-egger! s v¿ork f or' 'bhese rea-Sons å it explains how Dasein

is aware of r:ossibitities; it becomes the basis of a thecry

of inierpretation; and it provid.es the ra.tionale for holding

ihe priori{y of ,cossibiJ-rty over actual|t;r rvhr-cìr confl--r-cts

v¡ith Solre "episternclogic¿-'l'u theories su"ch as those of

Á"ristotle and Aquinâ.s.

rsstate-of-mind is cne cf the existential stru.ctu.res
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in rvhich the leing ¡f tlie ehere I rnain¡ai ns itsel-f " Ecluì -

,orrrlcrd-ial ¡,viÌ;h it in constilu.ting this lleing j-s 'u.nd-er-

sta-nd.ingq " A state-cf-ininci alr,va.,.'s has its unclersta-nd-ing'

even if it merel y reecs it sull¡)ressed-" Uno-er-"tanding

ålvra¡rs ha.s iis rnood, If we interp¡et u.ncLerstand-ing e"S a

fund-arnental existential, -biiis ind-icates that this phenoîìenoÌ-I

is conceived. as a basic mode cf LJ¿isein0 s oeing" "l

In ihe a-"þcve quoted i;assage äeidegger cl-aims tha't

undrerstanding ls a.n existential" As an exisiential it is a-n

a pr.i-¡_r!" As an exìstential A*!.Iå"qf.i it reveals a- Ínanner in

which i)a-sein exists " Uncj-ersiand.ing ls nrt rest¡'j-cted to

riten? s ccgni iive l)cl¡¡erS " The te-r-in "unclerstanding" nct cnly

telt s hoi.¿ v¿e tl:rink bu.t h¡iv we are a.nd tþat Lhinkin: is à

functir¡n of oeing" Firste u.nd,ersianding reveals to Dasein

the strnctu.re cf ltaseinns existence, and cnly upon this

existence-StruC'r,u.f'e does i-)asein u.se uncl-ersianding ì n a

pu.rel¡r crgnitive wa,Y.

Unoe::sta-nd,in,s reveals tc Dasein its rncde cf LJeing-

in-the-world" It d.ces this by rlaking Dasei-n n0able to be{N

(nutc be a-ble to be'o) " This ¡rctentiality-f or'-i3eing must not

be unoerstocd- in the ¿ristotelian ""^=u"2

r@" P" rl:2.
2_"*i{eid-egger clai¡ns ihat .t'ristotles s meta.ohysics u.SeS

f or its f rame ;f ref erence the suìr j e ci-ob j e c-u di chct crny cf
sc!ence. !,úithin Aristctelian meta;iþy5i s5 the being of
things is studied- frcrn the poilt of vi-^w cf thl-ngs present-
at-hãnd_u that is, ontically" The rneaning :f the terrn
"pctentialii;iu', f or á.ristotie, IS grounCed in the scientif rc
iño,u.iry cf aî entii;r and satls ic niind- ca-tegories and fa.cts"
I{eide3gerns inquiry intc the rneaning cf what it means tc be
in onÍõtcgi ca-}, tnakes use cf exi stentials, and is facti cal-.
rr'¡n *a-at., iÎ nnf onJ.l z I i Í.r¡¿0 f rr -i-leì dc.c'.c"er Tnì)St be U.nd-ef'st¡co- inl¡lç trU! ilj ,Uv Uçlr u:c!r !Ly ! rL rrv¿v-v55v



LLl

ïfhat does i t r:rean rTtc be a.bie tc beu'? Á.s a, ,Derson

i aro aware tirat I have an abilit;r -t: be" I a-rn n¡t r,'rerel"y

a lriece of fu.r'nitu::e pr"esent-at-hand. in -che u.nj-r.erse" Ìl'tj¡

cwn existence j-s a iossibility whi ch sti etches oil.t before

ine¡ v¡Jrici: I a.tn concernecj- a'ooui, a.no- over rvhich I hr,:ve s,trtile

contr¡1 " I/i;i state cf .r:eíng-in-t]-ie-u'urld is inade Lt:i of t]re

fact that I e::ist aird- also iny abilit¡i io exist" This

lroints tc the fact tlrat, u.rrlike r¡cks ¿,nd d-es.esg I arn

consciou.s cf nrysel f " Tc s.oeak of one0s ability tr exist is
not sim.cly tc say that that v¡hich exi sts can exist since

whatever rs actual is necessarily possible" Tc stoeak of m;ø

-1-:r;+'- +^ ^"'iSi d:eS nct giilrl\¡ iireen that ï. ree:;'nize thatÕ.WJ-LJ-UJ U.J g^IÐU UJçÈ ¡lVU Èrri¡r¿J i:luG!¡ vll*v r I\/U./(¡¡!â

inJ¡ actual e:-rstence enta-il s tire logis¿l possrbil-ity of

rnys eIf 
"

Acccrd.ing to l-ieid-egger I am awars cf possibitities

ancj. this alvareness ì s ;oossi.llle because I har¡e oossibilities "

Und-ersianding is rcoted, in one t s a.bill-ty tc be " uul)asein

is such that in everJ/ ce.Se ii has understcod (:r ¿,Iterna-

tively, not unclerstood) Í¡at it j-s tc be ihu-s or thus" ¡rs

su.ch u.nd,erstandi-ng it sknowsI rvha! it is capeble rf tha.t

is, n'hat its pctentiaJ-it¡r-fer-deing is capabl e of " This

0knrv,'jngÉ d-ceS not frrst arise fr¡in an i,¡iinaneut sel-f-

percerJticn, -Ou.t bel cngs t';- the i3eing of the rtheret, which

the con-bexi of the rn,luir¡r intc the nteaning of being and
not a-S en inqui-ry which seeks tc determine 'ülie essence of
things " AccJrdíng tc heideEger, after irlato a"nd ;t¡istotl e r

ihe hi-stor.y cf philcsolrhy accepted an a.cti tude that
resulted. in tite l-oss of iire i¿uest-i-on ìnto the ineaning of
.i3eing,



t+z

is essentiall r.r ç.nj.srstanding"'ul The cognitirre inind does

not first abstractl¡r conside-r ;oossl-bilitres and ii'ien ap;ol;'r

ihein tc I if e e s situa"t:-ono f cr one coulc- stiil ask how

these possibilities were lcncwir in the first ,o'l ace 
"

Freid-egger argltes that l:eíore you. can knciv -Jossibilities

¡rou nust first have iross j-bilitíes " It is alsc the cÐ,Se

that ylu na.)/ ha.ve 
'lossibil-ities 

and- n'¡t kncw thern" isUnd-er-

stand-ing is the exi steniial Ueing cf iia-sein?s or,vn po-tent-

ial-ity-fo::-Being; and- it is sc in such a \,va.y that this
?

Being d-j-scloses in itself ivliat its óeing j-s ca'¡:abrl e cf " "-

Heid-egger asks: rüWhy d"oes the lind-erstand-in3" , 
"

alla;.is llress fonvard intc possibitiries?o'3 He enswers that

it is becau.se the u.nd-erstand-i-ng ha.s in itse'l f -Lhe exist-

ential structu,re u¡hi ch we cal I utpro j ecticn'u , The function

of unde::stand_in3 is ,crr jection -- throwing f crward 
"

Let us reca--l_l !teì cieggerr s inter;oretation of taf i6¡l d-iå

a.nd the notion of r$for the sake ofin" In .r'eli;.-bing to the

lvorl d. as rea.cl¡r-at-hand tile nction cf the 'ufcr-the-sa-ke-cfu¿

o c curs , iviií ch in -bu-r'n e::pla i ns 'u pro j e ct i ont? 
"

The relation cf read¡r-¿.-i;-hand i'ûeans tha.t cne first

rela-tes to tire things in ihe \¡,/orld- âS uSe Jr eo,ui,oneni"

l'he world. of lja-sein rs a- worl o for Dase ìn! s ovtn Sâ]ie " I

u.se the eç¡u.ipinent cf th.e reedy-ât-h¿ind to accotnp'l i-sh tasks

which L heve set cu.-u to d-o. licwevei:, ìrefore the world can

tåe**-*È*'l-i49" io. l-84.

z4gins 
-and, Tiing " o , r84 "

3neieå--agÈ*Lrg9, p, I 84"
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l¡e viev.'ed- by r-.tasein as one cf service, -Dasej-n l;iust see the

eciuii¡inent es cresentin: itsel-í to Dasein for the sa"lee of

r'r'ha"tjiasein is abcut t,o do. In th.is wa,r¡ tire wlrld beccntes

signifi-cant as i'u _rresents itseif in ii=irt cf r::¡r trcjecis
a-!1ö- !i'.\r Ðcssibiliti es " ¡ctil tli e ready-a.t-hand anci tl:e

pres ent-at-hand are f cr rny sa.,re ãs g in tlre I a tter r Jne

tf,u-r'su-es a sci-entif-l-c ctourse tc increase cne s s knowl eC,Xe

which in -Lu.rn lies at one0s d.isgosa"l"

If fieid-egger is cc::.r'ect in his ¿,1¿l;rsis ¡f the

wo.Lrld then tlie '¡¿crld d-oes nct o.nl tI ltresent itsel f as

sirnpl eu actu-al- tirrn3s but al so as possibl e iva-ys of sezvj ce"

rn a. sense m'Ì ivcz''l d-, vhich is ijrade u.rÐ cf rn¡r ?rojectsu is
- l '.'a ''^ - -tr.. -!. ' ,^^ '--^ .^f ^1ó,rÌvc:J/Þ ct r uL uu,-f ê iVO¡'l Cl u ã. i'i Cf -i d- fl¡-t jtet f'ea I i ZeC,

Understaridin3 olereies i:y prtjecting oef:r:e Dasein

its own Ðossibitities " Thi-s is llossib.l e because Dasein has

pcssibil iiies " The worl.d. presents itsetf to i]asein nct

onJ-y as à clu.stering cf sirri.o-Le cì: jec-bs bu-iu r0).r'e ii,rportanily,
as a net'uvork of pcsslbil-ities at iny service" il'he world

:oresents itsel f rlcst signif i ca.ntl y nct as actual ities bu.t

: r^: r; *ies " j.i ls not tfre choosi-n:' of one nossì hi I i'rr¡É:'Þ ¡UUÞÐ-!-UJ--I-J l,-!-<iÞ 6 I t/ ]-Þ llJ U l,/11U UTIUUÐl-l.tJ ILJrJ-I tr\/

over another v¡hich niakes rne free; rathero it is Jiecause cf
the fact that I a-m f.r"ee that f can consid-er and chccse

.cossibilitj-es " ii¡rs pro j ectingn nnders-banding is tire kind

of .i3eing cf Dasein in'r,viiicir it ¿S- i'cs Ðcssibil-i'cies as
a

possibif itì es.'u- The pcirrt rf -bl^ie ¿n¿l ysis is tc shcv¿ that

the abil-iry t.i have possibi'l ities is nt-L srrnetiring extra j.n

ldei!,a-êcq l_lj " Pn Löt
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ã. worl-d- ííìade up cf a,ctua-.1 ob jec-cs present-at-hand"

lre.dr-ti¡nal e¡isieincl oS/ sees the crgnr-tive fu.nc-

ticns of 'che mind a.s cpera.ting separa-relv fron ccnsìderations

cf freedon and capabilit¿i of cJ-:oice, ì-leidegger challenges

bhis vi erv b;z holdin3 ihet Dasein can exist in the u¡crtC. in
r¡a-ricu.s rnod.es. Dasei-n can 'oeccme a,\Nare cf these oossil:le
r,¡c,¡õ nf ^-oicl-i-ry r.'hì nl,r l'Õh^1^..+^^ +l-.^ -^-ìfelr¡ COr_{nitif¡eVv'ej/Ð Ul- Uå-LìiUI:-t¡!9 vvlrIUlI 3clrc!áuuÞ t,lru ¿.Ju-ru!j' uv¡):r¿v'-v

function of u.nCerstanding, Tire ccgnitive fu-nciions of

u.ncl-erst¿.nding ca.n be tra.ced tc the existential- proper-bies

of Dasein,

].,et u.s il -l-ustra-Le tiiis iroint with the folluving

exarnpJ-e" I aLrt writìng with a. black pen" I can a-sk if it is

necessa-r'y fcr this p-en to be bl-ack and- ansn'er that ii, is

not" Tiris .oen could have been red" i kn¡w thrat the colour

blacl< of the pen is not necessarJ[ because I can thin]c of

the pen a-s havin3 a d-iff er'ent colou.r" It is the case that

the pen is black bu.t j-t need nct be bl-acko r knæv it is

ccntingently l:lack because I am capable of thinking in a

rvay that is not deterrnined- b;r rvha.t is the case. 0n the

other hand the circle that I arrr 'chinking of necessa-rily
r^ñ ^ nt ¡ 

^ ^-ñ^es 6 Tnis is the case becau.se I cannot thinl<IlAÒ )vv V-ç¿i! gçÈ 6 ¿1¡!,) !È ul1ç Vsaç uu vsv-Ðç ¿ usrr:¡u u u

it othenvise, sa;i I P,0 degreesu and. stil-l -oe tal ¡1n* abcut

a circle. The lirnits of what I can dl as i]asein deterinine

the laws oî lcgi ç" ))y trg¿11ri is rneant 'uto be abler?" The

anal ''¡sis ¡f how reasoning oi)er.Ðtes sh¡tvs that ihe ru.les of

cor.rect ihinking are conipatible with and dc nct exceed

Dasej-nrs abitity to thinrc" That is tr sa¡r that what I can

rì,r ¡,r¡'ì th Ìr1r nn.rnì ti we noi¡Jerr -1^: I : -+-" ì ^ ^^: ^' +^ ihe(¿U r\t! vlL r,!J! UVÈljrr u! v u Vvrrçr Þ, A!! Õ-UL)-)- VJ I -l-È ¿UI .!UI UJ
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sjecificatj-on cf 'che,orinci.ÐIes oí reasoning" These

'¡abì lit:-esrs occlr-r wrth cognitive avvareness i,vhrch is pa-rt

cf Dasejnqs being" 'l'ire deterrrrina-Ltion lf Iogical sti:uctures

and rul-es is gr:unded upon the ilcssibilities cf Dase j n"

In suÍne the cogni-tive fa.cu'l ties cf und.erstand-ing

are gr:und-ed in a.nd- are seccnd-a.r'J¡ tc the existential aspects"

Understanding opera.tes by pro j ectin3 ;cossibilit j-es 
"

Prc jecti¡n is an eristential of Dasein v,ihich brings tc mind

cu.r own ,oossible ways of exisì;in3" This is an esseirtial

cha.racteristic of lJa-sein" Unde:rstanding pro j ects the entì re

ran3e ¡f riaseìn?s cwn possibil-it:-es' that is, iJasein itself.

liasein is nore than what i'b is factuall.y but n¡ trcre tha.n

v¿hat it is factj-call;ri, lJ¿¡.seines fa.ctltal eristence is the

ontic present-at-hand and is liinited io the acir-ta.l fact

apart froür possibil ities " l)asei-nç s fac'cical exi stence is

ontolo3ical a.nd takes into acccu.nt oossibilities " 'Ihe

factical-cntological account cf JJaseinus exi stence

considers the raeaning of Dasein in terriis cf llasei ne s pro-

jects. As there is aore to rûe in terl'ls :f rrty possibrl-ities

than there is in terins of lny actu-alityo a" inuch fuller

account of Dasein results when ljasein ís conside¡'ed. in

terns lf Dasei nq s lookinç:-a-head-"

An irn¡rcrtant ooini in this anal.l¡sis is that

possibilities are icnourn beca-use of our havj-ng possibifities.

'Ihis places knowíng (ttrinteing) a.n<l existinr (¡eing) in a

very cl-ose rela'c j-onsl'r:-p 
"

Hov¡ is it tha.t ìlossibifiti,es becoiae knawn tc

Ðasein? Possibj,iities become kncwn neither^ tirrou-gh tlure
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cognj-tj-cn (thii.rklng llresuppûses possibj-l-iiy encì cannot i,re

tî¡e resul-'c ûf, i-t) ntr thrc-':gh e:iperieace (v¡e ca-n experience

ci:iy a-ctriaii'ci-es) . c.a-iher j"'[ j-s the e:cis'tenc e*sa¿i:-,J:tuve of,

Ðaseín i-Lseif wh j-cn r*a,l",es 'ûûssiir j-ii ties avajl-ai:ie , pcssib-*

i--l-it;t Ì:¡eiongs to tne very n'lã,1!eLlp û'i 'the exístence of cne

wi:o thíni<s. -T Ð.ín àÐ-te t,o thi-nl< of, pûssi.bi-l"itíes .l¡eca"use I

nÐ-\Íe possiir:-i; lie s , and -;l:ese poss'i biii-tíes const:t tute , !ri

pa-r"r,, tlnat which tr- am as Ða-seia"

If I{eidegger''s account 'i€r catteet tireu we cannû'ù

l:ave a i:urely cognÌ-tive aecaunt of epis-leffology. trl.ato ai:cj-

Ëa.mt feLt tha"c i'ea.soa -¡-¡nai-d.ed. coul-c1 tel-1 ¡-rs r;¿ha.b to
-be, tfie icieal, ',:ri:ile lleason thx'ough tire sens€s 1-oia i:s rvha-i.

.is " l[-åcwer¡e::' ne j-'¿]:es= sÌ;cceeded i.li ï:uj-3-d-ing Ì:;::-cìges .betrveen

the -i;v¿c reain¡s. F'lr ;'íei-cegger '{,.,te p:,:'al:iein of ì:r'idg-i-ng -Ll:e

gap l;e -blvee n cì:e 'rûLrgil-t" and -b!:e et i srr cices nct ever.L e>ç-i-s'i; .

I{ei-ctegge:: l:uÍåds i.nto tij-s pi-r1.l-osonh-i-c acccunt o-f

Ðasei-itts mincÌ ûaseints ov./n e>cístence" 4-s *exi-stenc€" i-s

iacluded. i-n 'i:he acccunt cf hor,v 'chouglri ås pcssi-ì.:J-e there

is no ni-atus i'o -ne overcorne iit v'¿ita.t the mind cûrlceíves

ai:st::actJ.trt a.nii v¿hat is Lived anci ex¡:ec'ienced in Ðasein's

exj.s-Lence " l{ei-deggez' po'i nts oLl'c 'ttrc"t "unde s'sta-ncliirg" ín

German irïean$ "'to kave control- ovetrrl . ano. rviiat one has cont:loi

oirey-' rs one rs otvn e>iístence,

'{'irus f,a¡: we i:ave seen'tna'r, a$;a.iteness "n::or-¡eh'c abci¡'t

by "stâte-of-¡llj-nä" and åivarîeness T:l'ougi-;'c aÌrout Lty "Lnrldel:*

s-iancli*9" atre equa.3" -L¡z p::íl"no:'di-a?- . ¿"hat I anr i-n a rvcrid- ,

st¡ch as ii is, ancl th.a"t ï e;cis'i in suah 2 vrz'íî âFì 'r.ri have
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trcssib:-iiiies, ere brth equall-y revealeo- tc -,re ¿"s Seing-in-

the-vro-r'ì-d-, eis a Deirsons ano as a sel f ; neitire:l one i-s

reducibl e j-n terr:rìs cf the o-Lher" ils a tasein I find n.r¡se-]-f

'u'thrown" intc a v'tci:ld and ccnfr,rnted b.y u-ira-'l-terabl-e facts

v¿hich are n¡t the less rneai-ringfu.l becau.se-l- irappen io be an

authen-b-ì-c cr inauthen-uic ex-istence " l-n s 'tiie cf the

influ.ences that Tfry- state-of-being rna¡r have, such as 'Jppres-

si on, su-bju.ga.ticn, anci de,cerscnali-za.tt-cns I cannot escape

ffni,r tni¡ ìt7'aorl¡r,r .ñ^,F rlonr¡ *'flo ro='ji i-,¡ .1 f ,"rr ñ^-oi hi't i j-i

Thu-s far Heid.egger?s analysis of rvirat it means to

be here in a v¡crid ]ras been entirely i-rhenoinencl cgi-calc that

is o a 'id-esci:i:--riicn!! of his inter':reta-ti'rn ¡f tJre manner in

u¡hich the tlo modes of exisience are revealed throu.eh self-
reflection" Àn ana--Lysis cf uìre ontrl33is¿1 3rcu.nding coi¡res

in Divisicn Tv¡o cf ¡eine and Tinre vvhe.re tíme is the

irnror"tant factrr in the ex.olication"

At this point one nreJ¡ not be satisfj-ed. in¡ith

hleidegger" i{e has said that understanding is a. pro j ection

of ;ocssibilities" Surely when I undersiand scr,rething I do

rrore tlian pr^o ject poss j-bilities" ¿lso Ìieide3ger ha.s argued

tha.t the e¡:istential characteristics ,:f undersianding alîe

,-.'ni¡n tr l-lra Õ^tr-^il-ir¡n .¡irvJsrrrurvso ,rd can ask holv und-erstanding

cpera.tes ccgnitively. Hcw do I cone tc u.nd.ersta.nd a problem?

]iow dces one acccunt for tire eoj stetrol o,sical rol e cf under*

standing? lieidegger atter,r:ts tc ans'.\ier -these qu.estì-rns in
lri s dpsnr''i nti On f f U.ndefgf,Sirrli nt' as i ntpnrr*a*a*i r'¡
ttr o uçÈ u! r rJ vJ v¡¿ J L v.¡ruv! Ð vsrrv-rr¿5 su u! v!¡ !



Und-erstanding as Interp¡.eta_iion

i{eideg¿er dces n¡t a.cpr.cach his expl_ication of
u.nd-ersia..nding oJt firs'c acccuniín¿ f:r h.ri^¡ one l-no,,çs

oossibilii;j-es and fron tlier.e giving an account cf hoio¡

these ;)ossibil-ities a.cply tc one ? s existence " Ra_the.r-,

i{eid-egger has firsi given an account of how oneøs pcssible

wa.jis to-be reveal- iheinsel-ves in self-alvareness, and- onl.i¡

then does he proceed with an account of how this mocre cf
existiirg, to-be-a-bl e-to*be, is rer¡ea-led as nleanin¡¡fuL

assertlons è To u.se a ;ohrase, tfty exi s-bence ,o.r.ecedes my

Étsknor,r¡ingi' cf it" 'rhis is why lieiclegger has first dj scussed

the rnode of existence as possibility'oefo::e'uìnier.pretationuu"

Frr Heideigern unCerstand-ing rvithrr,rt iirûer.oretaticn
is inccmrle-be " t cannct be ar¡,,are cf i:ossibitiiies that I do

not have and in al-l cases r ant somehow'aware of -bhe possi-
biliti es that r do have " rnterlrretati cn clces not latch on

to und-erstandrng as sol;rething exira" rnterl:retatìcn is not

someihing that understanding d.oes cnly in special circum-

stances,

Inter-oretati3i,t as a functicn of nndersta.nding

manifests what we are a-s existing beings" This occu.rs siml:ly
because vre exisin and- to exist as Dasein rneans u in par:tu tc

inter.cret " As \1i e saw in the lrrevicus sectiono understandi-ng

operates by pro j ectin3 oossibif i'ci es " rnterpreta.ti cn as a
fu-nction cf und.erstand.in3 wcrks cut this ,orr j e cticn " rnter-
irreta.tion v¿crks out whatever u.nderstanding pro j e cts " utrnter-

pretation' " "is the working-out of possibilities projected

1iB
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in uncl.ev's t a--lcì inlî . " -

lnteri:retat,rc;rz woz'}<s o-ut and niakes e:<plici'r oir3-y

',vcat j-s witn j,i1 'che i:arliîe o-i sel:t-â,v/aren€ss. In Engl-i-si:,

"i-n'í,eri:relcat'íon" i-s r:,or:ina-l-l-;' useo- tc vefer -La tne aci of

jn-i ar-;l;.íì.í-.j;tr_, {.t.{:-.-..ñ ;-¡---F ^-lÊ l.i:rn it-ret¡i()ilq_il¡ sêêi-t .,1" ]:earciLtl-LI:¿J L¡:á U ulrç i-tcLú H¡ Ç t'¡vL¿r -Li Ðverj

(ü 
" il.D. ) " In g:LVinÐ- â"e account of i nterpletatictl

i{eidegger focuses ol-r. the a'[riii'ty of '¿he ïnitu,d -bo make

ilani'iegt and e>;¡:i-icii; what ís alreàd-y , j-a stiine \¡/âVr rvl-i:hin

Ðasein 1s e:;perience . ê.s Ðasei a ,'s Re -'lng*'i rr-the *'vorlcl , iïil a-t

is'¿o Ì:e interpre'¿ed v¿i-i-1 [:e t]re wor:Iri a5 see:û as envi-ron"*

fl€n4; and- aø it ís àv*j-LÐ"ròLe to us. Eilvjr'cnmen'c ¡,vas

p::eviousJ-y discu":ssed a"is -[.i:e nocle of che z'eacly*p-t*hancÌ.

whícir is Ð"-1t--reaö.y gÌ-ven" to Ðaseín"

ïn crcÌer' 'üo ::evea-I hor¡¿ Dasein, 'ch::ot-l¡4kt

s'uanóing 1s p::ojec'c j-on of i:cssibíJ-i'cres , tt'la..kes

reveal-s what j-s to -be in'cer^p::e'feci, ;ie 1-cìeggeÎ

ii:ree pci-nts ín rela-Lion to in'ce::p::ei:a';ictl:

a.s-si::uciure, (li) tlre foz'e-structule, and" (i

uncler -'

ex5:3. tctt aied

d-íscusses

(li 'che

II) meanirag.

The As -i5ti"uc -Lr.rz.e

fn the vier'¡ of 'Lhe r,'¿orl"d as read--y*at*ha¡.ri there is

nuch eq.uipn:eiat 't,a he used hy us. If. Ï cl-aj-ü:, fcr exa-rnpie,

that a" ¡ra j-l -pu1-l-ex' , a-s a nail.*putr-l er, n:usi puJ-i na:-l-s I e-nt

in-i:e.'pre'cing ti;e ;:aj-1"*pul ler a-nd, nlûl:e spscíf ica"J-iy, I e'n

s-ûa-Ling nl5r ::el"atioit ic '¿I:e nail-*pr-liiez', rvhJ-ch is aTL that

'í.he tes'm "naj-l-"-¡:uJ-ler" signif j"es " iie-{;erp.re"¿aiian nlal*es

p " l-38
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signrf i ca,nt -the aç " ,¡vhen I s.i;a-l,e ihe as-siru.cture cf

an¡rthin3, the nail-pu'l l-er for exainple, I ârll .o:inting oltt

the,cu,rlr)oSe fcr vthich I use soiiiethinS" rvlie-ri I see tha.t

soinetiri ng d.ces nrt functi ¡n as a- na--L l--.cul Ier, i " e " , it

dces not jlu'l-l na'ì l s, 'f kn,clv that i-c is nlt rea. ìly a- najLl -

¡:uil-er no inatter hcw much rt ínay -l c¡lc lilie a na.i}*i::ul'l ei 
"

lîhen i sa;r that it is nct a nail -oul ler T rr'rake erplicit

ivhat 1s understood. in the everyd-a-v priin-,rdral ivay in

l'¿hi- ch I deal v¡ith nail- ou.l lers .

The as-structu.re cf cur u.ndersta.nding is based on

the viei',/ of tl:ie v¡¡r-l-d- as :lead-¡r-at-hand and nct as preseni-a-t-

ha-nd " Seeing the world- as read¡r-at-hand- lneans ihat v¡e use

v¡hat is in the wcrld aS ec¡u.i-ilirtent fcr ou"r olvn ;ouri)c-qeSn

The irail--pull e:: is used. in orcler to !u11 n.a-Lls; in the

worl-d a,s read-¡r-e.t-hand- equi pntent ha-s its 'oì n-ord-er-tc'u 
"

d d.o r¡knob is there in-crder-to-ollen-a.-Coor e à cirai¡ lS

tlLere in-¡rd,er-t:-sit-u.pon, and a rainccat is there in-

crd-er-to-keeo-ru'i-the*i'¡et" rt is onl¡r becar-tse t ain

fa.¡niliar with cì.ocrkncbsu chairsu and- .r'a,ii-lctats that I can

i-ntornrot êôìtì^.ô.^h+ Õd ^^,,inirp.¡t in ter',¡1g ¡f itS in-CfO-gf-I.tI UU!triI Ç U YLr¿UIIJIIIYIl U éÞ UUTLII.Vr¡lsll u rlL uç!rl

to. This points cut tlnat the particular rnea"nj ngs cf things

are nct ¡tacid.ed. onl{ -bc ibjects in an a,bs-üract and. ltncai:ing

man"ner" ileid.egger' ,ooints out tha.t the mcre I consj-der a

i;hing (as cbject) a-ncl- d.o nct Lise íiu the Sreater is the

d.egree'co which I -ì-cse its pr.Jper nea.ning, oÞIn inter-oreting,

\^/e d-c nct, so -bc si:eak, throlv a rsignification? over soi-ne

nakeo. thing lvhich is ;oresen-ü-at-hand.u 'r\¡e dc not stick a
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Tn 'irrr!ar-.r-ptìnz S3tíleth'ìn" I d¡ nJt add-L!t- ¿r¡ vv! lJr u vr¡¡5 wi¡¿r:J ¿

on an extel:na} r:leanj-ng tc an experience i la.tyLere I Í1?.ke

cleâr what is elreedy tirere " i'/hat is al reã.d.;¡ there in the

\¡/orl d is ccnstj-tui;ed- by the t-nanÌ-ter and pLlrpcSe for which I

use equi i)ment " Interpreta-tion is the articu.l a.ticn of the

ob j ect as an in-order-to, v¿hich is tc ein;-rhasize the thing

(na.il-pul-}er) as a. thing (nait-r:u.r I er) " It is the articu-

Ìa-tion cf the as-structure as j-t is prciected b;i ltnder-

^-ì--,.^^1 .i. 4ìJ UcllLU,l-lI=, o

II The !'ore-Structu.re

To inter,:ret rneans tc l-râl{e exllicit the as-structltre"

This requires -bhat certa.in aspec'üs cf tha-t rvhich is inter-

preted. 'De alread.y in advance cf the actutal i-nterlrretaiì on"

Becau.se I a¡n alread-y faililiar ivith do,:rkirobs es scrnething

to open docrs withu I can interpret a. d-¡orknrb as a- d-oor-

knob in terins cf its in-order-t¡- c oei"Ì-a-door " Heidegger

.rrr-.unrJs h.ì s tnintero.r'etationt* in the fore-stru-ctr,tre v¡hich is

rirade u.,o cf (1) a- fcre-havitg, (2) a fcre-sight, and (:) a

fcre -conceotion"

1 ^re!e u u"Þ

--^- + r^'.'¿ø.¡ '1-Erea-ç tLuL'L'J uJ

-F1^ ^llLç L,ll. U U6l-r t o-Ð

consj der the

ô'¡ cllTn ê -\f ,. ñ Þ

a whole, is

f,¡l .l nr¡¡i i'r.:' pxr"Íjljle u I aTfr in a

and- I wish to use rty car" [o

a forrn of convej¡ance and t d-o

'Beirrq-g4d_IÅ-rye_" p" r90
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nct ïn any i,vay vr ew ã-njl cf the carrs Òâ-rts i,vith si3irifi-

cance " Granted that eacir Ðart j cuiar par-b cf the cerî is

imoor.tant tc the successful oterâti cn of ihe ca.r'e I e in

i;iy haste, iiave nc concern f¡r this" If ncthin3 goes ivrong

I at t-i-üles anl sc lfreoccupied- v¿ith r,vhai I want tc oe that

I d-o nct even see the car as a- car noru at tj-i¿es, d-o I

ever re;neniber drivrng it after I have griten tr ny

destinati on"

"The i:ead¡r-to-hand is allvaJ¡s uncierstcod in ierms
l

cf a tctality rf invol veinents " "- iriy total rel a tionshii:

to ail the parts and fu.nctj-cns :rf -bhe car as equipioent fcr

flly con\¡eJ¡ance is suriui'ied u-,1 -in this account by the ter'¡n

Itfore-havj-ng'*" iJven befcre r iirierrrre'rJ, r have an ag,gregl'.te

of wa¡rs in v¡hich I can relate t¡ the car wir-ich rs in-ber'-

-^-^+^.ì ; - +^6.'nq ¡f i ts snecific i n-crder'-that. Tlre various,Ul. C lJçU- lil UUIillÐ J¿ I uù ÐiJv\

lvai/s .rf relatinp: to ihe ear beccrne c.lea.rer ivhen a breakdcr,vn; v:ts vå--J

occurs and forces íile tc see the as-stru.cture ¡f the variou.s

relationshilrs" t¡vhen I ctiscover tha.t tlie ca.r tvi 11 not

start I irnried.iately beeorile a!,Jare of the ca.r' es a car which

is not functioning prooerlrr, attd I direct rny a.t"rention tc

the ;:cssibJ-e sclirces of trcu-ble r.vhich v'¡cul d not have caught

++^-+.i ^_ h¿cl ever.r¡thlnr l¡een i n order" the st¡.¡lterlll.J tr UYll UJ-Ulf ,---* - , -- J ------ù vçç¡¿ r¡1 v! qv

r:roi:ru the battery, iire carburettoru aird- the igniticn ar I

n'rake sei'lse tc ine in the ccntexi of the carçs 'Ìlu.-rpose rvhich

is 'bc ccnve j/ ir'ìe " viihen I che cli the batte::;, f ¡r _orrbleras

the batter;i is alread¡r in c¡ntext " The ccniext within

I ..-ågl4g _agq__r_r!l_q "
ñ I Cl
,v o L /L.
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r¡¡i:¿ch -tiie ?a'E-Let'y is si-gnif ican-b :i-s ai:reaciy ia 'che lilor=e

j€n€-:r e:i canie>:t of ihe caz'es signí-f ícâ1Lce " I't r:a5i al-so Ì:e

nc'¡;ec.l tha-i 'the cz.T' s s igilif i-c f.iLee is ai ye¡-ð.y i ti e. l;lucl:

l;road.e;'signí;ficai:¿ce. Conf¡:sil-i:ed ìi;i Lhís i:::eailcìcr',2n, ,;¡1,:a'c

j-s forenost i'tt ny mind is Lhe carus aÏ:i-l--ity 'co get i'rle tc

ìny a,i:poi ntiaeirt on t jine " The signi:flicance of I.he \nattery

is grounded in tl:is aï:iiity " ï i:ecome av,làTe of rl:e Ða.t1-e-r3r

â-s '*a!,iery, i3:ii'c j ou. ã.s i-gnition , etc " , ì:ecause of '¿jre

car t s f,a-L-Lr-¡re to f unc'çíon " "lî'ore*havingu' tïeatr?s i-l:talc ín

-i-ir'certc::e-[a-'b'i o¡l ¡f asei-n ¡lrust necess ar:t"J-y ne-T¡e a .¡¡rio-r: a1?ar.eness

of t:*e puritcse en). functions o-F '¿l¡e iiu¿ris i:ef,ore ti:e a.s*struc'cu¡:e

J:ecoi¡es e;ri:li"c.i-t .

'f n;.¿: *c i o.lr -r

tli:e* ï becai*e àware of tl¡e î-ze-i: ilza-t ty car wci-¡lci

iro i :;'ua::-¿ t iil:/ a,-?,'iei:.'tion ivas d-::aiv¡: -f ron: Ì:1:e i;;r'ca.d ¿=unc';-ì o¡-.i

c-i 1,fie Ðal: ?Ls a ìr€ârj.s a-i- ed)ftttc'!z;-rLcê anc: C'¡-r'ectaci tc ii:e
jjiû-i:e epeciíì:-c f uactionre li¡itllín i;ire ûâr" 1lr aì:-Ë-¡: io ci.a

'ütLík;eca.use ;- have :<t:.ovt Le';r¿';: ci)l-.ir-iÉi, j,:i1 itU ici.¡ -j-.rre ',r;.1_t :iür-ts

i:z;x'Ls contrr i¡ui,e r-o i::e ...¿-:t ? s o¡rer:aticn " In atteinloting 'i;o

l-ocate 'rhe ;:::cìrieil I aLready l<iLor¡¡ ti:e l-in: j-ts of !fry ccnceril,

l{Jå" , L;ie i-gnítion sys'berr. :fhis f,i-:"s'¿ step ín ;soia-Li-ni,,

i;he iJrolll-eflt is ca.Ll-ed "fûï€"-sight". "'.ill:j-s fo::e".sigitt ''balces

ihe, fi-rst curs'i-r or,;t of v,'hat iras ,ûeen taroe* ii:io our :fo::e-
,l

i:ai¡i¡:Ennn"* ilo',.h fo::e-si-gi:'r. a,ncl -Fore*i.:a.¡jirg Ð-Te seen" as

-Jrior Ì:c L"he si:ecífícatioc. o:i ti:e ¿rs-*st¡."îlcti-;::e" Upon

l-._.ljel_i1g artG l'-r-tne. ir " 191.
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iteccrnin3 ä",,vare cf the stalled- car I ha-ve alr.ea.cì.¡r a i¡oint

cf vieiv, a- fore-si3hi, t'rhr ch gr-''ides líle even before Ï atierri':t

a solu.tion ic tire i:roblen" Äs a iaoüient in iJre dei¡eloptûent

of interl¡::eta.ticir, f:re-sigitt ;lta.kes -i]-ie articu,.lati¡n cf

the as-siruciu.re ocss i bl e 
"

Fore-C onception

As wiih fcre-sightu ícre-conce*oti on is tha-t r,virich

-.'; ''1 ^d ì "¡ i1, r i n*o ?.\Tõ +ãii on :f llhencnena., Eairlier we5l.J.-!-L,Ll:Þ ttÈ -Lll JU-L llluÇ! U! ç u.-

sa\,v iha"t fcre-si3l:t directed ou-r attenticn tc a incre specific

and. tirnited. area of ccneern j-n wilich the projfleln l,\¡as -i;o be

scl-ved " vVhereas f cre-sight d ire cts ou,r' a.t-Len-ii ¡n, f ;i'e-
nnnnonJ:i ¡n : I Lows uS to ccncei ve tire as-stru"ctu-r'e ; iivv¡¿uv},

frrn¡ì-i .r-¡c h'.¡ r'- t-i'^ ^- !ì^
¿ s¿¿v -rra^rrr3 rr jru a¡-stfuc-üure exr¡'l i ci t " Fore-

concepti cn is that disr:csition cf r;iind- which I eads lne to

inte¡:oret the ca.res irct starting tc an el-ectrical prcbl enl"

fill^ot i o fnra-e)neenti ¡n aftj_CU.le.teS the aS-StfU"CtUre andL!!<t,V l-Ð 9 lUr E-UJIr!v¡J u-i-vr¿ Ç¿

this articr,rlatj-on was set u.p previru.sly by frre*si-3ht"

The thcu-ghts which iu-n thrlugh my mind rnay be that the car

is n:t functionine as a- ca-r becallse it wcnet stai't, the

sta.rter is not functioning as a starter becalrse it is not

getting an electrical charge frcin the battery, a.nci ihe

hatteri¡ 'ì s n)+ f:rnnl-ír'nì-nr â.S à battef'¡ beC¿U.Se it haS nCua u uçL J ¿Ð t\r Ú J u¡¿u urv¿rJr¡3 au

charge ¡ it j-s clea-d"

The whcl-e inport of thre ans.lysis of fore-s-tructu.re

is to d-eiircnstra.te that fore-siructure is nct a pu.::ely

cr¡.!-nìtrve f¿nn*inn ¡f the Ðresent-at-hand but raiher fo.r'e-L,Võl¡Ielvu :urrv ..1
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strltcture 'ì s gz" ru-nded- in LJa.seins s i nvcl-,¡ei:lent in the worl d-

a.s rea.d-;r-at-irand" Interr:-reta"-Lion is the articul-a-ti on of
the as-structur e es prr j ected by u.ncì.erstandin3,

II L i;ieaning

Tt r,vas shown ihat a nail-r;u.l I erE âs a naj_l -i:ullere
had- ic .ouJ-] cut nar ls" i,/e can saj¡ that the rrieaning of a

nail-lul-ler rs tc pull out na-ils" Fcr lieid=eggeru rneaning

is und-erstanding beccnring aware of the as-srruc'r,u.reo One

understancls the 'oeanine cf an act as tha-b a.ct in teriiis cf
its llu.rpose cr usen If r unclerstand- ihe triea-nin3, of a

hand-shalce I und-erstand. tlie handshake a.s a hanctshalce, That

i o i-n *anirc :f i ts Ðlrl-:ìose v¡h_ch is tc derrlonstrate!u I

fri-enishi';" The ex¡l is¿f,-i-:ir :f ;:ieaning i-s n:t f :cu-sed-

u.ilon wcrds bu-t rather upf,n Da.sein"

This is a"rL cdd- way cf 'l coking at neairing a.s in
Etrglish s::eaking ccu-niries it i-s u.sua-l Ly herd that cnly

v¿ord-s cr pro_Ðcsi-bicns ha"ve neaning. In crder fcr sorne-

thinr :'tr 2ît F,e'G trl jrave a rneanin. i-t rnr;st first bev¡r.!¡ro u ::rvÞ¡r¿:¡J

zrtLcu-l¿:ted in a prf,-crsition, iieid-e-rger argu.es that lt,ord-

roeaning is a d-errva.tive for¡n of exi stentj-al iiteaning and-

discusses this in tire ne:;t sec'cior'r. on assertion and inter-

;oretati cn 
"

äeidegger díscusses the terln'*ineauins'u Ll.nd-er the

.c'e;¡era'l hezrii n- tårlì.,ô ovi c++tft j_al COnStitLltiOn Cf the ehe.¡" e u 
"tt¿¿vu-sJ-¡rf,

Tìris Iocates the discussion ¡f rrreanillg as par'-t ¡f the "here'o

cf ilasein in íts priirordial deing-in-the-v'¡or.l d" This ineans
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"r-\na-t lJase,j-n j-s ã- percrn j-n-iiie r'¿og'lci. v.lc:natrçes use cf tn# tcols

âtàd. eqüi.*rne,*'t- i-n i-L. 'îhís f airl j-Lt-ø-tttir r,'¡i'i.h 'che r.'¡orlcì. j-s a-L Èi-rnes

cÌ-effo;:S't:t: zt-ieð. r,,/lf;en IlA.Sein CAiì See i¡a¡':touS 1,¡/AyS itl r,Vi:i Ch DaSein

i¡aiieg us'e c:i '¿he wo:'-Lcl . ThiS f,ocils j nä in o;r -tta-:;:'" C:f 'ci':e r¡¡Cr'-i ci

ye veal-s ta Ða,g e*ïi. iiie s1:eci- f ic TÍz-ßt7.e:{ ín r¡¡irich z- i;'iín¡; :-s useC;

í-cr- as *fÈtr.uci"..¡re , iiriy a\:vÐ-::enegs c-î how Í tnajge uge aL t.r:e r¡¿crlil i s

äreairingfuJ-" The pro-!ection of pcsøi-h1--i-ii:ies ir¡ uetrns c¿o 'ci:e âs"*

s-iruc1;;;re gi,r¡es rise to meaning" lileaning j-s, in -r;his ttà'J t e lrcçie

af rny tsei*.'¿"-he:re*ii:.*a*'¡orl'.d" 'ts si;cn, 'fi)ê&tl.iitg ínclíca'ces a. cond-i'Licn

af pa-sei-n and ;:ci: ?¿ refereitce to ','¡o:"ds ÛT sentences.

i*. ti:e e:<is-i:et'¡ c j-ai anzl':l'dj-c. t,le a"ilJ-ng :r-s to i:e :[ound -i-iL

1.:-.^. ¡t 6t.a. -'r..l ,-l -ì n O' ---' ^ i ^ ^ ¿- : ^*a-> ¡Jr !rJçv u-t-uJ. " 'l:!hen *ne a::"'cicl¿ta.ies p::o;|ec-i:i-one

âLifC inte:i'.pi.e-Lntlar,.e oÊe ices *a'u "c-ci,i',. ûfi." 'rilet\-tu:í..rLr¿ lc 'i-:te -¿:nCe::*"

sia.nii-n¡-* lSui-, -¡a.'f i:ex' :L'i; j-$ n:ea;*ing's .1-i:;*-?-i*. ci:araci'e:r:' jtet-t j-cs

-ai:j-sh ü,"aiçes ]:css-1-bie a:: Lici;l-at j-c:: 'i i:" '¡i:e f irs-'c pLace " Cire c'Ì-ces

not articula-te and -ihen fi¡rci. nreanirl¡¡ in ihj-s a:"i.j-cr-lJ.a'cj-cn Li-ui-r

i:a-ci:er cn€ f j-r's'¿ hae; lÌieaning a,nii, -ihelr e;<pre SSeS zh.a-u meani::g

ver*aJ-Ly "

Iiiean.ing ís gr.ounded ín the ready*a--i.*l:a.ilcl ancÌ no'i in

'*''ûe p::eseni*a'¿-hand" iis Da"sej-il is 'the g;:ound -ror i-Ls o''vn

exl"rLanation ontr.3i Ðasej-nr ï/hici:. is a:ttzye o:[ possi-hJ-ij-t j-es and"

Vieii¿s ii:e woc'j-cl as rea,iy*at-l:a-nO-) can i;al¡e mea-níng. lJasein

ai'lil c::rly üasein can l:e üteailingf r-l-L ûr" 'cleairingless. Oui¡¡ the

r¡¡o::T c1 other tLtail .1,ìa"seín can be absuc'cl v¿j3ere ahsured- is ill].cier^

stooa â6 to'La.J.l-;i cuts-i-cie the r'çali¡i cf possi-i:3-e rnean-!ng.

É"s tr-Ie j-deggey sâ.y5, "Ï',je ani-ng íg 'ii:.e ?ttpon-vii j-cir ? c:i

â ríì1-r) -ier.i.'i.nn ia j;e::ú';s of v¿'hich so¡r:e1:l:íitiì becott€ intel-LngJ-'bl-er!" "¿

âs sûiiteihl-ug ; i_'t H€"í,S í'r,s frtt:ttt.+tute f;:oäl ã. f,ore-havirLg, a
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-f ore*si ght¡ enC- a f'cte-ccr^rcerrt:-cno'ul

In othe¡ i'^"'¡ï'd-s t jie st¡r-r.ctu,r.e :¡f i::eaning i-c i ( f ) that

specific wa-;, rn 'u¡iiich Dasein ::el a-tes tr the i'¡or-1d- b¡r vi'ewi-ng

it Ê-s ::'ead,¡,-at*hand. ancÌ-, (2) the f ,:i:e-st.r"uc-bu..r'e, that w]-iich

is a,f tee"ð-j,- there " ¡ef ore s tiiethi nr cän have illeaning its

specif :,c u-se or functi:n for .lJa.sej-n ltu.st be nacJ.e ex¡-,.lj-eit"

This someihing is not in the mcde of iiresent-at-hand- anci

as sitchu is nct conce-Lved. a"bst::actJ-y" As this scine'r,hing is

in iire ¡ircde of z'ea.cl¡r-at-hand- it is al::eacl¡i a nccte cf :Jaseint s

using" i)ase.ints specific use cf ecr,u.iptlent is -r'evealed- to

Da.sein b¡r Da"sein in tertts cf its fu.ncti on f r lJaseìn"

Let u.S il lustra-te this with a"n exalrpl e u i)eter' l-cves

irel rise and kisses her as a- gesiu.i:e cf iris afilec'L-rcn"

Ïleloise refl ects as to the ¡neanin,g cf tirj-s ieiss" i'ihat did

'r,l'le k-i-ss nean? The kiss v,ia-s a- Ses-lu.r:e cf affection and- -bhis

is its moa.i-'¡.'i ng, This aictj-r¡j-ty was engaged- in b¡r iielcise"

It was in the ccntext cf Peterts alieadj'exìstin3'l ove that

the nleanin.3 was nad-e nia-nj fest to TLel-oise" The significance

cf tlre a-ct was interlrre-ted- by lieloise and the act rva.s done

for the sake of lleloise. The o'kiss*u is not the affection

and- the tern rrkì ss" 'oy i-ûself cannc-[ be a.nal¿rzed. tl s]iow the

rneanin3 of wha.t hap-oened-" The t.rea.ning -rf t]:e ltiss is

structured- cn Sctle'chin3 lvhrch is alree"d-i¡ ther"e a-nd 't,i'le kiss

is i-n'[er,rre-ueri ìry specifyin3 th¡.t ivhich v¡a-s already -bhere"

F::r iieidegger an ei:'isteinol o3ical inquiz"y is not

capable cf a sutfficient analysis of ineanine" i'iea-ning does

l
"'"'ìle ol¿eål.r-å****u;¿i:-- iJÞ L./J¿
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not apply priira.rir y- t; Lv¡rcl-s e,nd sentellces; iieideJ3elr arglles

tjrai; :.ireening is a r¡¡âI cí eristin3 t a. vial in which lJasein is

aDT e t: 'oe, In tjris vtà.J is fileanìn3 verji t'ilLr.ch a part of the

n'nt'rl r;-ìn=l 'i*nquI I'i¡ 
"

Ìieide93er ho.lCs tha"t the stru.ciure :f inter.rretation

is circular; hcweve.r'u he d-oes point ou't tha-t it is not a

vi ciolls circ'l e. Before an ino.u.ir¡ro I have e ve.gu-e and-

general av/a.reness of wha-t is to be iirqu,ired- into. The

inqu.ir¡r cr j nterl:retaticn ntakes Incre expl lcii a,nd cl-ear

rn¡hat I wa.s arevrouslJr vaguely er,vare of , A d-escrii:tion of

the isinak'inE-explicj_t'¡ and_ hov¡ it takes place v{as intencled

in the anal ¡;sis rf i nterpretat'i cn"

l{eicl-eggert s rernark:s cn circu-l a,r"ity and- inte,r:pret-

a.tion a,re to plây a key rcle in his treat¡len-b of ihe

o,u-estron of tseing"

tìeidegger' ;ol aces the grcund" rf interr:retaticn and

rneaning in rea.d-illeSs-at-hancl rather than in presence-at*

hand. beca.use Lre does not want to allcw ihat unCerstanding

nnd, rreanì nÐ' ean occu.r apart frcm lJa"sein0 s existeniial(4¡¡u ¡¡¡v(¿r¡¡¿rJ

alvareness q -t f b¡r 'nob j ectir¡e inea-ningt$ cne understands a"

tileanin¿ signif ieance totatl y der¡¡id cf sub j ectirre existen-

tial infr u-ences then neidegger woul d deny that i-¡ is

pcssible" To take aS our nodel the scientific r¡iew cf the

stru.cture of knri,'ring is t: be urisl-ed."

ïlie nlf,si iinco::tan-b point io ccilie out cf -Liris part

of iire analysis is that by grcu.nding neanin3 a:nd- inte-r'-

pre-ba-ticn in rea-d.iness-at*hând lieidegger has niade possible

'6he wa-;r tha*t ihe ineaning 'rf uubeing" (tc be) can 'be inte.r'-
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tlre'red." Tf inter¡r'eta-bion i s in al i câ,ses ihe lnaking

explicii (the articul ation) cf the as-stru.ctu-r'e -oro jected

b¡z understanding in a paz'ti cu'l ar inccle ¡f existence u then

the mcde of e:;istence itself is also a"vail-able fcr inter*

,oreta"ti-on" The 'uas-stru"cture't is incved frcrn a rcart:-cula.r'

vtay cf i3eing-in-the-w¡r'ld tl the questi cir of existence a.s

exi stence"

Asserticn es a Derivative ivíode of rnterpreia.ticn

For iìeidegger i,ieaning is pt'ii:rcrdiall-y a ne,tier' ¡f

existence and not cf ju-dgeiäents and pi:citositicns " La-i;e-r'

lteidegger v¡ill als¡ gr:und. tru.th, nct in a l ist cf true

^^r +ì '--^ but in existence as ivel]"riJJ- JlJJÐr U-L JI¿È t

Judgernents and asserti ve or Drc positicna-l- rneaning

al-t d-erive their rneaning f.r'i:llt, and are g-rolind.ed in,

existential aieanin3" In deriving ihe.rtea,ning of jutd.gements

or prooositicns the a.s-str,;cture is shifted- frorn the wo¡^fd.

as rezc)ir-aì;-hand to the wor-]-d as cresen'c-at-hand" The

shift is a change f.rcn seein3 someihing a-s it is u.sed- to

seeing it rernoved frcm its use a.s j-t i-s known thecretical l¡r"

In the ord-er of read-y-at-hand. the rI-,Srr j.s cal-led u'henneneu.t-

ica-l*n and- in the order of the ,rresent-at-ha.nd- the iEñsiê is

called !îapophantical'r " The herneneutica-i t?asrìr cccu-rs when

I view friy nail-pu.i ter as a thing tr use wþich rerlloves naiis"

The apophantical iðôs{E occurs when I view tire nail *pull er'

as an object cut of its environrnent and at-Lribuie certain

ch¿arâcteristi-cs to it " To iinit ,:ne Ê s atral)¡sis cf la.ngu.age
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sirictl¡r tc the apopha-n-Ll-cai is t¡ cl cse off nct f,nl i/ the

herirreneii.iicai r!-Sir in its eris-Lentj a"l si-gnrf icence 'out ¿iLs:;

to sþu.t )u.'t the ocssi-bilii;r rf a fu'nda¡:iental rntclcg¡r"

In his anai¡rsis ¡f *ua-ssertion'? talten to3etirer witl'L

cu.,¿''.r.nd-ers-rta,,ndi-nq, ':f i¡leaning a,nd. inieri:;retation ì-ieidegger

s eeks t: sh--,r',¡ that the existent j-al signif i- cance :f lrieani ng

corles first "

A.ssertirn j-s significant in the foli rw-r-ng -Lilree

\,va-ys as i-c fireans ¡ (i) pointing cu-L; (2) irlredica.tion; a"nd

(3) Cofiriilunj-câ'üion" neid-egger C-efines'uessert¡-cntn aS o'â.

lrcintin3 cut v¿hich Sives Sorlre-bhin3 e defin'j-te cìra-ra¡.cter
-l

a-nd- v,¡hieh cJiitirlunj-câtes.'ü' (I) v'vhen I 'rassertut tha't the

nail-pu-rler is io¡ Ìreav;i I rj.c nct irlea-n tiiis i;heoretj-cã'l-ly,

bu.t rather J- say it in the cDniext rf rny u.sing it as à trol

r¡hicl-l is th.e priirlary mea-ning cf the naj--l -;uller" (2) 'ore-

d-ica.ti,on tfleans tc give scioeth'ìng a- cieflnite cha-ra'cter'

Predicaticn is the sane as pointi-ng-cut onl-y in a rnuch

rlore d.eiirniting Sense o r'ssert-ì-cn, ti'len, -o.cints ':ut and-

pcints ou-b a definite characte::isti c" r^rhat is ,o¡j-nted

cu.t 1n predi-ca-ticn is nct a representa-ticn bu't an a'ctual

chara-cteris-tic cf a th:-ng rea.d.y-at-hanc1 . (3) "Cctiltiiu'nì ca'r,ion

is I etting soinecne see with 'uts what we have ¡-rointed- out b;t

way cí g:Lvin3 it à definite ciraractelu u o'I'ha;-i wj-rich is

shared. is cur iieing tov¡ard-s what j-s asserted-""2 I

cor[inu.]']i cateE noi à therretical concepiu i:u"t the r'vay j-n

I àe!.s-*ã+q-lår,t€, "

2¿u;ea:*?*ng-fl$e"

a ^^vo L././s

1Cn
Yo L./16
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which r rel ate -bc a thing as rea.d¡r-at-hancr." rnJhej.ì r d.ecr-are
tha'i the nai-l-¡u-lr e' i-* toc heav¡r- r have o.iniecl cuts fr¡¡i.
aÍ1ong nan:{ things u the nait -.r:u.t 1er, and. _L mJ.re specifícat ly
state and- incre cÌrrectrJ¡ a-Lteno_ tc the fact ilrat i.b is toc
heavy by 'che _¡tredica-te" i share wi-bh rn¡r I istener ¡l¡¡

inability tc ha.ndf e the nair-*i,rur-f er v¿itir e¿ìse, rn cr:;ing
all this I dc nct simply j cin u by us e of the co,ou.t e.tive e

a,n ind-r-fferent cb j ect ,uhai:imer,n to a t j-leo-r,eticat clia.racte-r._
rsti c of ílhea_viness's 

"

Thus far äeidegger0s descr.i'rtion ¡f asserti_on is
ground-ed in the prino'cr.iar rear-n cf the rea_d_y-at-irand alrd
he asserts thate even after. tire shif-b froäl the h.er¡neneu.t:Lc

tc the aoccha.nt-i caru it ¡lu-qt neve' be und-erstcod as rsor_a*ted_

f.t'cl,r i'us exi s tential roots 
"

líeioeggere s analysis cf asseriic;n -bo

inccmp-lete and rvill be ¡nore fu.i-J_y ex;ot ica.ied
dì scussion cf truilr in jei+S ?.e0. J.iÌrrg.

]Janguage

lteid-egger argLles that the basis cf Ìangura.ge is nct
g-r'airina.r or I cgic l¡u-t utd.iscou.rse cr ta_l_krr " n'DiscJurse i s
existent-'Laily eo,u.iprii'nc::dial r,vith state-cf-inind a_nd. und_er*

l
stand-i ng;un- and is hence of existentia_l_ sigi-ri-ficance " Tat lc
cr discou.rse is afi essentiar- ckia,racter.is-bic cf ileing-in-
'che-worl d-rvith-cthers and, a-s sr-rchn is the basis cf
Ia-nguage and is expressed. jn lanEua.ge" i¡iscourse j-s the

this point is
in hi-s

I
- Èe'i ,r -: ,i' rl ljl i .¡1 ç.¿ r. +.;\ _€* { :l*;¿r*l]-9. . p" 203"
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i,reaningfu-l a-rt:.culaiicn :f .ueing-in-a-wll'i ci. as d.iscl csed

by state-cf-i¡lirld a-nd u.nderstandr-n3" iiere ne!deg3er has

sliif-Led" tire locu.s of iru-tli frcrn oi:coositioirs te that l¡hich

3rruncs oroÐ3sitrcns, that is, ex-istence"

Dasern as ;Jeinq-in-the-v''-orld relates to the wc-cld

i n an existential Tna:nt\ex and thi.s rel ati ¡n is f cnnally

exirressed- in sentences, In this l/va)i seiltences are d-erived-

and- gr:unded in the existentia'l and ce,nnct the¡lselves be

ihe basis cf hu-rna-n co;lnuni catrcn. lalk is the existentia-l-

srou.nd. and talk is e)iilr'esseC in langu.age" Lran{uage is

u.sed and- is i'eady-at-hanC-" i"ihen ian3ltage becotites inter-

pre-ted -Lheor-etícal-ly in the i'nanner of r,vcrd.s and- sentences

a. shj-ft occu-rs and it becc¡nes í-)resent*at-hand-.

ileide3ger ai)?roâ-ches the arlar,¡sis :f 'talh end

la.ngua.ge in inuch the sene ,va.v þs haadled- tneailin3 and inter-

i:r'etation" rn b¡th ceses he has clrawn cut the u.nd.erl¡iing

r¡lcde cf exì stence å.s .ore.oaratory to an-v tlossibi'l itj¡ cf an

¡clonn¡to rii snu.ssion on for.inal rel a-t"icns and_ tirecy.etical_

rneaning. lieio.egger is argu.ing that langu-age is grcunded-

in the exi-steniial talk v¡hich reveals that the pu-rely

forinal aspects cf s;ceech a-re der^iva.tj-ve" tn presenting

his airal-ysis cf talk ai:rd langu.a.ge äeidegger j-s, as he did-

ivi th treanine Anrl i nior'¡ro]r.ç ';-: ^'^ I -"'; '^- +r" 'r'''^-kJ..ll\l- ¿IIUUIì-J! C, Uálr-LUl19 J-a)t Lrr", UIIY ór JLÀlLLlYvUI

f¡r his the:r'¡r :f truth"

,{cirviiies such a-s 'iheari ng'n and "keeping s'ì I eüt"

hel ¡nl esser¡tì ^'r l ' +-. -r-r^^ ,tescrïoti:n :f ta.l-k a'S the ba.SiSUÇ¿urrl; çtÐç¿¿vLALLJ úJ UllÇ 9vuva

cf langue-ge" In the 3ive and- tatce ;f hur:ia.n ìreings rela.tin3

to ea-ch c'r,her, clnrnunj-cat-,-:;n i nv¡l ves taikin, a.ncì- listenin3 
"
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In lis-beningu ci'Ìe cj-ces n¡t hear n¡¡ ses whi ch are 'l a-ier

inter,oreted. a.s scrlething rneaninsfnl . To dc sc :-s to

thecrize and- to sirift ihe tti¿l kr{ tr a" f ¡rtlal str-td-;i :f

s en'r,ences " Tal k thren be coines :ires en-b-at-hand wliere T pa)¡

aitenticn tc the inclif.'ierent char a-cier of vl¡c::ds where

cret¡i:LtSl i¡ r heard- a, tfÌeSSaEe in the -r'ea.d-¡r-ai-hand chata"cter

of ìa.ngua.ge" To abstra-c-c tþe wcrd-S In â theÕretical nâ-nner

is to }eave ou.t inuch of v¡irai occu.rred in -bhe ccrninunica-bicn'

nainel-vu the exisierltial ccntext '

'¿Becâu,se disccu.rse I s cons-üitutive for ihe .Being ¡f

the ç-bhere ? (tha-t is u f rr sta-tes-cf-rnind and u.ndersta"nd-ing) ,

vshi--l-e s i)a-se in! ritea.ns tseing*in-the-worl du Ðasein as ü.i scr,ir-

si ve .l3ei-ng-in, Ìtas aireaCL¡r ex.oressed- j-tse-l f " Dase j n has

- ,'rL
I a-ngua-ge " 

" Á.s crm,itunj- Câ't j- ln I airglta.Ee j-s 'na j ready there'1 ;

it rnakes erplicì-t cu.t' ta.l-king" r?iitan siiows hillse'l f as the
?

entit¡r which te-lks""- iiei-d"e3ger pcints ou-i tjra.t talkin¡1 -i-s

o oln-, øf .ao. r^rh j gþ -iS ïnO1-e than an eXa.inina-tiOn Cf Vt¡hat iSC\ ÞJlð-I rlI.ó ! r!l!-

si in,:l v a,rticulaied can revea-l "

lleicleggert s anal ysis of ruie'l k" ccinpietes his

intor¡ro'l;,ttì on r-fl r,vhai it rlleans tc be "here" in a l'¡9r]-d-"_r-¡¡ vvr

iìeid.egger has d.!scu.ssed- tire signi-fic¿ince cf Dasein in a

sta-te cf 'otltrcwnnessff a-nd. Dasein vn a n:;d-e of beCJlning a"wai:e

of pcssibj-l ities " jicth rncdes of awareness, sia-be cf rnind-

and- u.nC e1.siand ing n àre signiíi cant f cr Da-s ein u r,vi:i ch is

never sirn,oly actr-tal o.r' Siinply poSSl-ble o L?-'tlgr;.ã.3^e o lvhich rs

20ii 
"

) 
^Q.

i 5er nl ãncj_ -L'l Lle 
"

p"2-,* Hô r rì J 2"nîl ril.i ,,, ^'|ilç o
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sïrfr.rncl,ed. in e:istei'r-bial ta.ikin3u rna-iceS e:;p-Lici-i "bc Ðaseinò- -'----'- -'

ìroih n:ccles cf a,warerless " J3efc::e iieide33e:: tltrns to th.e

flnal airc] u-r-rr iarr¡ e:listentia-lp cã.¡l ê as the ilei-n¿. lf Dasernu

he crnp-ie-bes his c|iscusslcn of the oÌthe¡r" 
"

FaJ-ling and- Ti'rrov/nness

Dasein?s'üfa.llenneSSEã is the geireral ciralracteristic

srecified- b¡r (f ) iC.l-e ta-lk u (2) cu¡i:sity-, a.nd. (3) arrrbi"ui-Ly.

liI'al-lenneSS'r has nc üro¡'a.-l o-f theclcSi-ca-l siSnrficance " AS

"fa-'l l-enu¡ iJasei n has beCciite abscrbed rn -Lhe er¡erjrd-aJ¡ cf,l'lcerns

of inauthen-û-i,c-rtj¡ a-ncl- a.s su"ch has lc-qt se'l f-er,rii:-reness"

Inautheirticity is ontol cgica.l ly significant in -bh.at ii

Showse Lr,tf,on a.rta-l)'si-Sr tlia.t frorn wl:ij-ch la.se-''-n h¿:s fal.l-ens

ylZ_", alr.ti:en'c:r-c l)a-sein" -Ja.seinu rn ihe incde lf e;lì s-bence

ce,lled- 'ufa-l I enness'i, i 3 u.Iìâ.v\¡a-re of -Liie i-ntport of whai it

rneans fo.r' Dasein to be abl e i¡ be"

IdIe Tal lc

Id.le 'cal k is the lnanner ín wirich Da-seinu a-s

ine-u.illentic¡ articu.l a-tes a srrbterfu.Se bJ, cainouf I ¿'-ging the

gen,.:.i-ne u-Se ¡f I angu"a-3e, which is tc revea.l the si-5ni-fj-ca"nce

cf what it rcea.ns tc be. ¡,t ti-iries we r'eal ize iha.t in clnver*

sa.tj-cns \¡r¡ê d.¡ n:i even i:-ba.'l kr¿ tc cne ano-üher-', i''lhich ¡5ives

rise -i;¡ the noticn that tþer'e is another mcd-e :f J-angu.age

in whi-ch c)nversaticn i-s d,!sccurse and genu.ine" In

Stea];iilg abou.i -ì-an5u.a-ge tr'hich is insincere Ù::wel I d.escr^ibes

ii a-s';d-esiEned';¡ ülalie J-ies scund" t.r'u.ihf''ri and utu.t^d,er
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îesÐec'aþ"hLe, alr.cf -i;c gÌ-Ve Ð"tt appeaÏ'ã-nce of soii-clit¡i -lc 
P1:t:te

'î

1v j.nd .',¿ iJe:lde¡¡ge:: pcin't-s ou'¿ tLt, f ivsi "'¡that j-s ¡ee-Ci-tr-;i

a.,¡ai j_*.1¡3_e, 'db.e ';na.u-iiren-l,rc. clnce we -ulltäe::s'r,anci ti;e

strt.ictllí'e of i:ite ri:.ail'then-Líc rllcCe the¡: the sfr:i-¡c-bu:'e of

-L'fie atr¿hrc¡¡,'cic rnocie 'lan Ûe l:t-"/ea,liec-l '

'Juf l-ûs ]"ty

cuïiosity is en e:í:],st:en.rj.e"1 a-f Lítucte tovarcì f.i:e

wo:'1cl and ileopte ika't j-s atLi eu.,l-a'¿ecì i-n i-cil-e 'taj.i-< " ãt i s

n.e j ti:e1 tL passiilS i*iìrini ntr a ¡:sycÍ.:oJ-ogica.l- ¡"::'obleäl, 
'i'frl'u

i]el <;¡:.gs esse¡:-b-i ail-y i;o Üase j-n as .ile:-ng*in*'i1l€-rvor"l cl- 
"

üti::ícsi.i7 is ar! asi:ect of, f a-11-enne s¡ in i'ha-z

clt::iosi-iy cor.tr'-iì:utes tc llasein's e,b,sr:::ptio:': j-n tì:e e-t¡€r'.j1*

cla,y c1,l3¡.ce-t'i3s of, j-nalt-Ll:¡eni;íci-i-¡r . i*. oeei'; j'r'¡.g -Lo l-os'e iì;se l--f

j-n a worlci of ca{Løtãfil¿ jiui- j-di.e zc-tz'vityt ancl in c-'''de:: Lo

escãrïJe f:,:.clil the l:espo;asi-å:j'l-j-i:íes 'Lnai E-Te a eanð'i-l'¡-cn of,

'Lþe a.utireut j-c se tf , l)a€iein , l:y rneans o-f iclie cu:'iosi--Ly

rGí¡,úinuäJ-3"¡z seel{s o-Ll'L nev/ tiiings zrot in order ie ¿lnderstancl-

ti:em ì:ut 'ça xr::av'i cle Ðaseín, in -'r-i;s ever;'zcl'ay e><i-s'cence ' 
rvith

sis-\¡,2 l3os5ii¡il-ities o" deJ-:Lveríi:g itse Lf ovelLo a worl-d f::ee

of ontoLogical- cons j-cl.era-ii ons.

Â-mi: i gu i- 'c y

Ircz= -b&,Jse wi:o have iïâs-leï'ei¿ -t'be -leci:n:!-c1r-:es of ¡-dj-e

*Geot'ge ûrwei i r "llo-i-itics an"d -fire Eng-l-ish Le*n¡q-L:as..e'',

lns j cle ti:re Wl:aie a-n1, *-Lne:: Esse-ys (L*¡:dcn: Fengluín Bocìis ,

:LgËif;-**-p;*-:r¡-tr
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tal K an<I cu.ri csit;r, the I oss cí -bhe sel f ín inauLthentrc

a-tt j-'tLrd-es s e errs a ne cessa.tî\¡ cons eoau.et:tce " ,tr rbigu.it¡,'u I ike

idle ial-lc and- cu.ri;sit¡ru beJ-cnES esse:rtiali;tr t: ¡Ja,sern as

Being-in-iire-v¡crl-d. " TranquiJ-l-it¡' cliaracte::i z es ambr:-ui t;r,

anri trancltiil I j +,' ^âr1 l¡o qâC¡l in the ¡ta-n ,cf SCienCe AiS he

ccncerns hirnsel f '¡¡ith indi-ffei'ent ¡biects j-n the ,,vorld."

äeide3ger dces n:t den¡i ihe iincorta,nce cf science; he is
,.,^.¡nr., ..^i-+ì-- ^"--1- -Fr-.-'4- - iiian tvhc vielvs hii.rself as a-f:.lC! U-l- \r ìJ Jl-ll U-L.tl.é Jl,¡. tJ tJllc U cL

nui-el ''¡ nírâni tive calculator is in the -inai-rthentrc ntocle"

ne:.d-eg5er is n¡t "i.lJre.l :'zrn3" " lie eresents rnsishts

i-nb,: tÌ-le l-Ìu.riran cond"i -bi-on. These i nsi-ghts intu the inar-rthen-

t j-c ¡oc:rrents cf Da-sein revea-l- tne structuLrre ( falienness ) cf

iro,,v ljasei-ir ¿r"vcids confrcn'cing the cnt¡l:gi ca. I questi,rn"

.Althcurgh ijre"r'e are rnanj¡ insi-3hts ivl.rich v¡ould ire beneficj-a-l

tc ,-rsychcJ-cg;r the¡r are incidental- t:¡ the main pu.lîpose of

he i desger e s ¿¡¿l ys is e rvhi ch is t c tlir:rv¡ li31:t )n the

d-'LLnens-r-;r'ls of ',n¡hat it ileâits tc be u tire ,:ein3 qLr.estt cn 
"

In discussirrg i)aseine s u'fall enness* heideg¿er sh¡i,vs

that tjre :hencinencn :f ìnauihen-[icì-ty is nct ]:ìereIy a vague

and- 3eneral feel ing cf aliena.t,-.rrru but a \¡ei\¡ d-efinite way

:;f r;ein3-:'-n-the-r,v:rld- v¡hich ts open t; inqrll-riru a.nC thai

an ana-L;tsl-s of tl"rese mcd-es ca"n be dlne" Tn the analysis

cf Uaseins s 1îfallennessrr f our .ooints er,ierge 
"

(f-) jJa.seinù s urfall ennessee a-s ncdes of the everyda¡i

'rthe¡r-sel-f i is cha-racteri.zed by s (a) Iolie talk rvhich is the

a::ticul-aii cn of inar-ltjrentj-c eristence i (b) Cu:-r'its-it.¡r a-s the

rlvaJ¡ in whi-ch uasein -'Lnaliiheniica-l-Ly lr¡lcs abtu.-[ ]ri-insel-f in
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a r,vcrl d- cf interesiing bu.t indifferent ob jects; and

/ ^l '\'^1^ì ¡¡"; +'/ as the fûanner in ,,vhich lu.r f\/n sei-f-awareness\u/ õlrruröv.ruJ

is ha.zeC,. over b;i su.ch -]-irited wa-¡rs ::f (a) ta'l ki n:' -.nd-

(b) seeing"

(2) In discu.ssin3 the inau-thentic incde cf the

i¡thev-Sel f ,r l-iei rìe rqer seeks tnl ir ì-¡ ,ioca¡ì þg it ar-rd nCt tOvrrvJ i¿vIqçJõçr Ðuv:LU rtl)-j u\/uv

evalu.ate i-t a-s I oa-ths¡ine or es d-es;rica-bl e and scfrething -bo

lce asha.¡:ieo- cf " tnau-Lhenticit.y is accounted fcr in ord.er'

that inau.thenticity and au.-ihenticity be contrasted. a.s

l)rogressive rironents r-n the search for ihe ineaning of the

lleing*quest i cn 
"

( 3) i'i:anqui.l it;r is that rnocd which cha,ra.cteri zes

the rnod.e of inau.thenticity" Fo.r' lieiole3geL: the n¡del of

kncwledge is n¡t ih.at cf the neutral investigat¡r, tlie

ac'cu.raie knourled-ge ¡f the ccm;uter, fr the enç¡isl¡,:edic

knowledge of somecne who Jras a.ll the facts" Tha.t this is

so is becau.se 'ilçnoll-ed-ge of al-l- the factstt is knclvledge
.l ii.n:Lted tc the ,¡ntic aciu.al rncde cf existence which h¿-'.s

tended- tc ut ccver-,f ver" knor,r¡ledge cf one c s possibiliiies u

and as st-;r.cil is out ,:f tou.ch v¡ith the fi-tndarnenta.l qu.esticn

cf ,,vhat i t niea;ns tc be a.bie tc lte" All- the ontic knctvl edges

which is inauihentics cannct 3iire us an undersia.nding of

oirtol cgi-ca"'l ìrn.rlvJ-edge, which j-s au.tÌrentic"

lLLl ¡.- ^¿^.^-r:-^^- 1-i ^ Ã ^-.r --^:^ -.'. -h .jJaSein in\+ ) DJ U UéI UIlIS lII¡j d-lLc-l-J./ Ð.LÞ vv.L U

everydayness iiei-d-e33er shru¡s tliat inauthen'ci cit-'r i.- ;u.st as

real as a.uthenticit¡i"

Tl'le .oreceedin3- ana.r ysis

sholvn +;hat tìre ç!clifferent mcdes

of the existentials has

of existeirce on the part
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*f Ðasín"..ÕFÇn Lip díf fer"ent pel:3.-,rÛec''¿i'¿es, p::c;!e*t

¿iíjfe:cen'c moCies c''-f Eei-ng fc:: '';*e thing lo -ne' 'Îi e

íicsËiþ:.--l-j-tiec (ï:oee¡s c-f Ee:i-ng) cf, ihings prcjec-Lecl .by

ii¿¡-sein ã3:e rel-aiir¡e tc 'tkrc possil:itítj-es (mcd-es a-F Be:in3')

-'r-¡:to whícir Ðe"sei-n .çfûjec'L$ íise1f,. 1'¡'s i-:asei-n u;:derstaDcis

clj-sclos;es ancj ects ,3rij: its own tse-ì-ng, st ;"t ucde;'stands
-ì

drscl-oses and- acl:s ïol,¿aj:cis -- bei-tlgs -i n itS lvc'rl-d. " " 
t-

ui,u.szl-o,.VersunY*1..$3:-cSea-u-:.4r.iåei*S;,-g*g.*{f g}*
(iurelv ii.awen arad Ï,ondcn', l-"36¡5) . p " "¿'í .



C,are As The Beina ;f .Dasein

Herdegge.r irìu-st n:lv establ-!sh a sin.-l-e ulnif¿rì-ng

eristential ','¡hich plrcu.nd-s al I ¡he :rihe::s " l{¡-b t¡ d¡ this

is tc -1ea.r¡e his ana.'l .ytic wi'ch a- seri-es ¡f d--Lff e::ent kind.s

cf existential-s, iLí, -i:r-tant in theirrsei ves, r,v-i-th nc acpa-ren-t

?u.r,-r3se in 3eneral " If 'rhere is ¿:iii3 t¡ be a. signif i cance

f tr ihe existentials, -etartin.g fr-: r -bire broa-c'l.es-b -^xistential
:t'i' Bein,q'-ì n-the-wcrl d and- f rousi n,' i n -rn -bhe existen,uials

cf the s e_l-f , -Lhe;u i,iu_si ì:e -;r::u,nd"ed- in Jrl.e iirilcl.e cf exis Lence

tha-t describes l)a,sein as Dasein" Äs ¡reairing rrakes er,tlicit
the as-si;::u.cture e J)asei n, if -ì-t is t,l be i,ieaningful, illust

"r:e articli-l ated- as uasein"

-A ilore iini-ìcr-bailt reason fcr seei;ing a s-ì-ngJ-e

Linitarj/ e:/,i stential i-n Dasej-n j-s that jLf LJa-sein were noi

stru.c-tu.red cn a unita.ry ;oheirornenln ihere wclLl d- be no gr'tuncl

for grin3 beyonci tiie sirn.rJ-e tistin¿,- cf uasein's existential-s"

l"ei riessèr wnul-d. lose the avenue -Lo the cnt¡ lrr--¡i eal ""rcund

u-con which the ¿r1¿l irsis rf ever;id-ayness u-l tinai;ei;y' rests"

Îire sinSl g unifyrn¡, existe¡rtial n l-C rnly I inlts bi-rt

na-kes t)cssibie Divisirn Twc cf e.g.lqg*agê"_gi_llg" The abuüd-a.nt

:11.ìÊit-ttêltal 1:..i n-.r 4¡c^-^i ,-i a.iî )f 'f-r.u;t¡n 
ê1..

orepara.tory arlal ysis u n:t rnere-Ì;l tc )rovì de an e¡:istential

a-cccun-b oí Das ein, bu'c t; re../eel ihe ':n-boJ-c3i ss-l ground 
"

Às is shc'¡:l in .ljir¡ision Tv¿o, -Lire ul tir;rate f,nto'1 cS j-cal

V,
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g::o'Ltzld of Dase in ? s e:líf]-Ûence j-s i j-il:e coi:ceived cf as

teír,.por a\-iLy. llot',¡e ve:: I in o¡'r:lei' 1a'çet tc rel¡e al- T,r\e Feir1g û;"

jlaseln às i',j'-*e, Dt-=ej-r': ,:rl .is-t f -'i::c ¿r lre c;Lscr¡ssed essen-t3-a11;i "'i-l:

1:eræs {:'í' e:rì stence " 'i]a cio ti:i-s ti:e::e il¡r¡st 3e a s-lngii-l-a-.r:

ei:"-iszet'¿íà.1 t;ii-ü-ah uni-F:i-es Da.sei:t ancl wi:ici;. i.r¿;-1;. a-l-i-cv åi; ';c be

sriÌ:;e c:e:ì 'tc ii:e sãrrt€ 1<j-nd. o'í' ¿¡ü¿-ì;zs-i-s âs rhe c-the:: €)iisten.rial-s "

:n coilsi C-ei'11:-¿ -;L:e otlle-¡ e:lisce lii,-',-¡.1s .ie ' cle:4'3'ei z '';tz-7t;

ñ;¡l-, , pr'."r.ari '''-.;-,a.;4 'co tt"ie sÐ.ne f ofr"r¡,".iia: 'i'ína'ç coes ía; ffieÐ"n -lo*l:e ir.:

s*ch*a¡rci*such p;.. ,:te'!1: .iei-ce3.3'e:r' irûrï aslls: ''li, na"-t cloes i--L '¡'tee',ø -Lo*lbe

'Ðzseiú-.' ,i'ú i-s j;l:e eÐ-ûe tfiat -i n co:ç.ii:r-ciel'::'*g ea-eh cf Nlle

e:¡i,r-r-tte ir'¿ia1s lìe-ì'cÌ:egger cÌiC: tei-l- r:rs wna"-L i-t '¡eart't to Lte lJase:-:r,

i::t-L û-3,",t¿?,':ji¿ a-s .*¿:.sei,-i: :-';t a .tlef'ti,*u-t àT-' !iìi-) :- -,-. .l ,-:'i.ii;c,: . ;-;':lllL:'

àfr, -i,o.-r¡e :Ln ât ¡rûvid a-ni ic*'i:e wij;h oihellG " ,*atse j-t:- :r::sî i:ie

e"::ticulate¡-Ì:in x,etïa::d -L,o í-Ls a-s-str¡;¿i;u'::e:i-f we â:ae'to.i:'-io',¿ vita-f

ii:,::eari¡¡ Lo l-.e Da.sei-n. -[i: i;,¡e.lln<;w t¡¡het it:*tea;:.s tc be,Ba-eein ti:en

the cnicl ogi-ca] g.':ou:id c:i vne-i: --,'t ::lea¡is 4;a be cÐr-i-L ilË an"e-'1-yze"i,

iieiciegge:: a¡ral-)¡ze s i;i:e pi:errcinei-ron o-[ drea-cl ( an:iie1;",i ,

/Ì-^^'--!-\ ^'- -; ''-^c',l1 ci¡i; c-i- "ciri-s e:<a-ir¡inal:Lcü s.l¡oi'/s 'Lna't +-iienr¿ ;; J t, ,¡ 9_:I \-: J_ i I

r;;;;;t"r e-.r-i-ø lent:La.i. of, ]rase j-n -is ca"re" ]ïeide6ge::ts choíce

o-f cir"e aC aË tna'r e :<is-Lent i ai- vLle::e i:y 'r.L:e unif ¡7 
j Lrg concept

c:i Ða.seilr i-s slror'/n to l:e caîe :-s iloi a.risi-t-raty, a.'s i:is

a;:gunreir'c wj-ii a-'i;'leiiip-i -to snc'"7 "

Ðz'ea-cl j-s inter'.1:re ie cL in twc 'lrays " Ðrea.ò. jr-s a tit::ie3-itg

1
-r -' : - ¡:r-i 

'. 
r. 1'¡-l i-lr 1'-lo -=-fie'r.'l'el:1Ei tji-S ,i-::.C'l ..Ofi l;e'illteeri.!-TL ..-:-Vç,iJ.!i-J lJ' ¡ ul.r Ij.E-'-,--ur---

î:"fr. i¡.1'cr,ui-:f Jz il:'r': 'ui;e .ri:e anii-i3' cf t:e i-n3 P^if oi:i:osecì i;o Ê.n

i-ti.a-.uit1, :.ri co esseit.ces ;'L rvc'; l-ci *€ l:ûoa'e â.::ìil::ol-ìr' :-z.i.p- :c ¡.slr
not T irli:ai; :r-s .uaseili? r ]ru b rai;r:ez' f .ijc1ry *s .llase:L:,-r.? '
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e!\¡fej¡ frirn the self and. a c¡nfrcntatirn rf the se'l f " -ln

tu"rning a\,/r¡â)¡ ueihat frcn which lve àre tu¡ning ewa-v" is

reveelecì" "-ln turnii-ig àv¡a:l iqrtn it, it is discilsed-
IÊthere"uttr Perha.:s the feliliving fic'citi¡us exa¡t¡les taken

fr::rn a ran,ge ¡f e;<reriences i-ioSSible f :r al i -oeopJ-e r wiLl

ill-u.strate the siate of affairs cal-ledu bu't nct exÌ-iaus-bed

b-v, the terrrr t'd-read-tu,

I have a friend.ship t'ri-th another person rvi"iich

rnakes a soecific d.eirrand cf nle" The friendship is such tha't

I r^ecogni ze a, certa.ln obl igaticnc i'¡hj-ch is difficult for rne

to carry .:uto on nJ/ ;Ða,.ft" C:nfr'¡nted- b¡i this obligation T

tu.rn ài¡ àys I- avcid- it" t;ry friend- asks llìe ft'ctl what I -burned

as,ra.y" L reoi-y that I tur"ned av/ay fri;in that which c:¡nstitu'ced

the rbligat-Lrn" It iva.s n¡t 'oeca"u-se I dld n:t kn,:v¿ J[håt, r,',].

cbligatiJn wâS 'r,hai I tu,rned. alva;r, but because I kne'vr¡ al l-

t:c rn¡eil- i,r'ha-t constitutecl- th¿lt ;'oli3a-tion" I'c via.S in the

íace of the cbliSa,tirn that l- treinbled and tr-irned. avtàY"

Prevl-lusly my fri-enc'l- and I shared- an oath-bhat if one of

us was d.ying a.nd sufferinS with no r-c,oe of life tc cltije,

the cther would bring abcut a geirtle and. easi/ cieath" It was

in the face cf this obligation tha-t I -breinbl ed and tu-rned-

away" T-L was he::e al sc i;ha,t I I earned i,vhat ,uerribl e burdens

ccu.ld- be inv¡lved in catjr takinS" As a )¡ou-th I ha'd nc

real izair-cn ¡f what r v¿a-s dcing and did- j-t readil;i"

Heidegger v¿j-shes tc pcint ru-L tha,t j-n soirle cases it is only

in situa.tions wli.ere I dc turn a-waii frcrt sclnethin:., in this

t-..--dern{ a.no- 1l-itle" po 229"
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câse e conrli trient, that T gra.s.c rts genuì ne char^a.cter"

Tire a"bove exa-nirie seelis tl ,i-llustra"te lvh¿r. L

freide1;ger: ilea-nS by O.rea-O- aind it is rî.:;i iireilnt ä.S à1 ¿-..na'l O87

¡f dr e¿c1."

Dread- o e>tis-bentiall;i ei<ail-ii ned¡ -re-¡ea-l s the ¿ru-thenti c

str"ucture of self " Íie shu.n )cnrwlerj-ge cf ou.L-Selr¡eS and- thrs

shunni ng i-s 'r ci-r'ead.fu.ln' " iJread. eXp JS eS our unique s elf , f rr

in d-rea.d r,ve coine face tc îace wi-th our se-]-f .

Heideg3er wil-l 1:henornenolcgi c¿'.J-l-y ana.Iyse the

phenoineiron of (f) drea.d, ivhich d-iscloses tiie un|.f;ring and

prrnrordial e:iisten-tia.l rf i)a.se-in, r,,'hj-cli j-s (2) tc cal'ea

Once ihe exi-.rtentr-al st¡'uctu.re cf .llasein has been d.eteri:iined

t1'le entire inc|-rir¡r can be si^Lif-Ì;ed- frcrn the ana.lysis cf

ever'.vd.ayness b: the ontol-:gical- point cf vj-eru rvhich rs -Lìne"

BefoLre tnovin¿ int¡ llivisi¡n Tlvl, whe¡'e tire cntc-
'l cgica-l- grrund- cf caring rs sirtwn tc be -[iirie, äe-'Ldeg3er

anal¡r2ss (3) '!realii,.¡" and. (4) '?tru-bh'r frorn his olvn u.nique

^ri-n* rf ¡r'i or,,¡
!v!/I¿¡ u Jr

Drea,d-

In the experience cf d-.r'ead the wor-]-d -l-lses its

farniliarit;r and n¡rrna,] significance" Àn U.ncannJ and- i'veird-

feelin:¡ eree,.ls over tre and- I fint-1. a- certa.in s-b::a^itgeness in

once far¡rilj-a-.r o'l a.ces a-nd- relatj-cnshi j:s ' Ài ',,illeS I feel Ê"s

thcu3h the "rrte-chiner¡r" of niy exrstence has brcken d:Jtn/nc

tha.t I cilc n:t bel cngu a-nci tiiat I arrr nrt ?'t' utLiclile'u i-ir the

wcr=-'l-d" tJnd-e.r su.cJr c:nd-iti¡ns \{e find cu.rsel ves refleciin,S
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r¿ilcn our c1,vn exj s'bence" The ccnce.fns ¡f lu_r eve::¡rd-a¡r

u.nde::tahinjs fal-l j-ntr the backgrru.nd. and clir erj-s-i;ence

lear:s Lr.,o j-ntc ¡ur r¡iei,\¡ aS naked- as a nei,,¡blrn bab;r" ,¡re

ga"in. a nerv 'ò.\.t'Jar rness ¡f 3Lrrsel ves ài] ari fr'¡rn )Lir ever.yda¡r

ccncei ns 
"

These exleriences are n:t occa-si necl by an entit¡r
ivithin the w¡rl d.u and thu-s do nct seen tc be r-.at-t-y
tuexperiencesî¡ at âl I e at I eas't¡ not in tlre sense we are

accustorneci to. i'ie ha.ve the vaßue a\,ve.reness that this
'nLincannyÛ? ex-peri-ence conti nu.al'l_v- I u-rks in -bhe shadcws cf
ouil concernso in the backgrcund sr t¡ s,lea,k, and, nc inatte¡.

hcw we 'r:u.sy cLlrselr¡es in -Lhe f:,relr¡u_nd_ :,f ou.r C-a_ij_y

ccncei-,ns we canirot fail_ t,r be inítuenced by tirese ',elite_.r-i_-

ences{u " The te:lr-ns v/e u-se e sltch ¿_s trd,rea_dnT, nîanxí€t.ytu,

u'4ng,,s_ttn , 'ca refl-ect the meanin3 ¡f the chen:¡neir¡np ere nct
as iinp:r'ta:rt as the ¡=,heirornenln i [se]f " iiih.ai is impcrtant
is that, fcr lieid.egger', drea.d s tne verricl-e whicll rein¡r,.es

Lis froin a ccncern fcr the things ar:nnd us and al I c'rn¡s u-s

to reflect u,rrn JLlr cwn exi s'rence" rt is cf the uti¿i¡st

in:pcrtance because it fcc."r.ses on )ur existence ar-rd- bears

d-ires{'l rr r..rpJn the inclu.i-r¡r cf ivl:ia"t i-t iireans to be"

In his pirencrnenolc3ica.i approach Jreideg3ern in
analyzing olread, ccntrast j_t iv-itir fea::" He sa.ys, "The cnJ-y

thr-ea-iening whi-ch ca-n be 0fears,¡riret and vyhrch gets discove-r'ed
;.^ +^-- -'1 ,.,^.rr! ¿Ea! e arivc-JS ccijles frorn entit-Les wiihin-the-wcrl d-u,, 

I

uÉThat in -Lhe ía-ce of which one has anxiet;ri is not an enti_ty



wi-ûhin-'Lhe-w:::'ld-""1 Ás d-escrrbed-, d,rea-d is n¡t the sane

as f ea-r o becâLr.se feaz' a-lwa;r-s ha-s a. d.efrniie :b ject ilrat is
fear"ed-, \'/l^rerea-s dre¿ici J"ras nt scecí_fiabte ,r'bject at aIf"
llira.t l:ctirers rlre in i,r¡,- state ¡f cl¡'ead i_s 'un.rthrn,g'. " i3¿i

;in r-l-lr.ì n:il i e ;..êã/lt nC-tlfj_n¡" ,rrh¿t 'bCtjfef.S l,re ,S 
tnir-

e::-Lstence, as iieideg3er sâj¡s , uu jjeing-in-ihe-worl_d its elf
is that in the face of rvhich anriety is anxiJu.s ",'2

[lhen one is in a sta.te cf d¡.ead- Jne is bothered. bj,
utncthingtu, äeidegger takes this n¡ticn rf i'nothj-ngness,u

qu.ite seri¡usl j¡ and. gives it exrstent-i-al significance " The

terrn uÊncihingnesst¡ in EngÌish is risu,ar rr¡ used .in su.ch a \,"ralt

as tc ha¡¿e n, substairtive r"eferent"

iìy reflectj-ng u.,:cn his rwn possibii_iiies à human

bei-ng gains a,n a.warel'Iess of the fact ihat he is going uo

di-e " Thrs a\,vareness const-Ltutes à uniqu-e experience in
that crdinary experiences are atwaj¡s asscc.i ated with flre
on-gcing event cf cne r s e;<istence. Fcr exartiple, I
anticipate tha.t tcrrrcrroi,v r will read a brok" lviy awareness

of what I rvill_ d.o tcrnor.r'oi¡¡ goes along u,ith the assu.rnpti on

that r wili be here tc¡ncrror,v'u in factu tc ree"ó_ that boolc"

Iloleveru in antici,oating c.ea.th s tfrv a.wareness cf tjre I inrits
cf exi-steirce gives rise tc an ex,oeri ence r¡¿hicJr Ís u.nlike
all- others " f a_irtici-r:ate an experience rvhich is, in
princi'ti.ee incai:able cf being experiencecl" tsy the terrn
iinrthi n.tnêsqii Fiai 11 è.^rãv1 inÞtrrv ur!!¿r.::rrrçÐÞ ,,.-¿ns so¡nethi ng whr_ch is exisrenl-

I

öe I n{ A-nCi- 'i'l-lrìÊ .

2
^ 

,¡rr _.na
!gItIl 0-tlu l_t_I-¡v r

iio a)L.

1 / ¿/
iJc 1)-û
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i al I r; si::nif-Lcant bu.t which is ai the sârne tirne tctally

incacab.l e of being the cb ject cf an experistlce 
"

0ntrcal lj¡ there is nil such thiirg as a nlthinóness"

I$c rnetaphysica-l pro-oeriies ean be a,o;:J-ied- io it " iicv'¡everc

it cannct be denieC that a ,oe.r'sln, in ccotein;.1¿.1i,',* the

teri"nina.t:Lon cf his eristence and the possibiLit¡r ¡f his

cea.sing t¡ be, er¡:eri-ellces an u.nu.sua.l- hind cf av¡areness"

uri)eath" and- tunothingness" a.re n¡i iwc d-j-fferent

terms with the sane rneaning Jr" significance" In a sense

one can antici.:a.te the ex-re.r'ience rf d-¡rin3 and the

experience :f havin¿; l-ife snatched fr¡tri cnee a-ncl as su'ch

*uexpe:îienceuå a certain 'uf eai:{ù " Awa-r"eness rf ihe i) )ssibrJ-itrr

cf being a,ble nct tt be ie o,u.ite different" i¡c:: Lreidegge-r'

tire ttnotÙe, the rnnothingi-Iess'u, lcorns Large in its existentia-l

significance bu-t has nr rnetaphysical ¡"eferent"

Drea-d t-s ihe exístentia-l- which -revea.ls tc us

ncthingness " D::ead-¡ âs a state-of-liii nd-, j-s the n¡de cf

lvhat is, the ac'r,ual . Tc the extent that d-r'ead- is seen a-s

s't ate- cf -rniird, ii rer¡eals hcw we tu areru in the tn¡¡rl d- " \ry e

r¡areil in the lv¡:rld as thrown arrd. dread brin3s us face to

face with cur oln -bhrcwnness. ouAnxiety thrcr,vs iJaseìn ba.ck

upon that which ii l-s anxicus about its a.uthentj,c

p rt entia.tity-f or'-Being-in-the-w¡rld " Anxi et¡r ind-:.vid-uali z es

ilase-r-n frv' ris ¡wtrrl¡st Being-in-the-wcrld-¡ whr ch as sorne*

-bhing ihat ltnd erstands r p.f r j e cis j-ts elf ess entiall-y upcn

-oossibitj-ties "utl In d-read. lve are ai¡iare :f Jur iJeing-in-

I
-]Jer_nì eno r]-rûe 

"
Ðu 232"
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the-r,vor.1d. as alien tc u.S" We are nc lcnger at h:i¡re in

the rvorl d- a-nd. can ¿et n3 c¡nsclati¡n frciri 'Liie tîrvotldur nclî

frcin Dasein-l,¡i-tl:r cf ùthers " Drea;-d individual-iLzes " As a"n

ind,i.¡i,d-u-¿:"1 i bec)rÍie aY.'àte .,,f iny possibj-l-:-ties " i\liç tn¡e See

abcu"t wha-t it is Ii/e â.re d-r:ead"ing" t''ie cl¡'ea,d- being able tc be

curself our authentic existerrce" i]re¿ld- fcrces uS to

chcrse betv¡een being 3enu.inel;i ftllîSe'lves ¿.s revea-l ed- in lur

being-able--bo-be cr tr turn ày,tà:it fr¡rrr auihentj-c exisience

and rest fetiered in iire security of the averageness of ihe

rilany* i{ere, in the -ürano,u-j-l ity of everydayness, Da.se'ìn ca-n

gain sanc-i:u"ar'¡i frrin th.e ailesoule self r,'¡liich iìrakes it ch¡ose"

In d,r'ea.C -la.sein cannct â.r¡r-ir-d- ccnfrrnting tlre sel-f ; iiasein

can cnl¡i -bu"rn a:tàY" Ln drea-d "-bhel'e l j-es ^[]re possr'oiJ..it¡r of

a d-r scl csu.r'e rn¡hich lS o,u.l-te d-istinctive; f rr anxiet¡'

ind.j-r¡rciualizes " This ind-ivir;.ua"LïzaiL:n br in3s Daseín bacli

frcril its fal lin,.a, ancj nakes rrla,n,ì-f est t:r it tha-t a.u.thenti-ci'r,i'

ancl inau.ihenti-ci tyr ate possiþitities of its tseì-ng " These

ba.s:- c pos-qibj-lities rf Das ein (anC Das ein is in ee.ch ca-s e

iirine ) sh,lvu therrs el ves ì n anxi e-f ;r a s 'citei¡ a:le in thens elves ,

u"nd.]-sgi.ri-sed by entities witirin--bhe-v¡:r'id-, tc wl-lich,

prcxirna,-L-l-y a,rci- for the inosi; pa.t-i;, Da-sei n c-l- ìn-s " 
''f This -i-s

d.r'ead. it\a.ftj-fesirnç,'bjre difference l¡etween the vu'¡-r-l d and the

-^'i €
-ÇI1 !

Tþe pr.i_iiicrd.ia-_i_ rleaning cf d¡ead-r 'uu-ilcallnìness'u, is

io f eel tunrt-a-t-hctneui " The inau-thentj- c ihe;r-se1 f v'¡as

d-escribed- as Dase.ìne s state-cf-being collf¡r taible in tire

t_ a-nd Ti me 
"

^^/\) Þ - ) ) û
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unexaillined â"nC uncritj-cal life cf rìre 'uthe;r", ijasein is
at hrne in 'r,]ie ever'¡rd-a-;r tbe¡r-wcr-ld" H¡,¡ey:r', drea..d swee,ls

avrra-y the se cr-rri-t;; ;f bein3*a:-t-h,)ííre " :jrea.cì n in í-bs

u.nca-irni itess, ila,.lies u.s f eel nc 1s¡1::ief ¿;t-hcine " i'eel i ng n¡

I onger at-hcrne r ain forced- to aitend- to ti.ìJ¡ :wn SeirLg a.nd

not tc ihiat iit¡d-e of e><i st-ing call ed_ -bhe 'uthe¡rut"

llread. f lcuses, nrre than any ¡ther e;<is-bentiat s on

iiry eristence" Thus iìeidegger viervs d-rea.ol as the best way

to isolate and descr''ì be that existential which u.nrquely

ina-nifesis i]asein as Da,sein"

lieid-egger d-¡es n¡t cla.ini -bhat d.-r'ead is the cn'ly

avenu-e to -bhe alithentic sel f u I'r, is lerely an exa-mll e¡ the

best eliârrli I e , 'uvhi ch inrst rea.dil,i gets Lls t:t the prii:iary

existential- cf Dasein" Dread- reveal-s ir.iany imprrtant aspects

cf ihe analy'cic rvhich lther e¿,istential-s dc i-ìct " Ccnsc j-culs-

ness can becorle aware ,rf j-tsel-f as itself by setting
Dase:-n aoart fr¡ril its snrr:undings and ,tresentin3 it with

the cÌ"ro'i ce cf how tc be" äerdegger häs shcr¡¡n tha.t d--r'ead

is a genuine oossibilit¡r f:z'Dasein"

Tì:re pririlorclial existential- of Dasei n is care as

shlv;n by tlie 2,¡¿l ysis :f ci.reaci"

Care

Care es ilie ,:eing ,¡f iiasern jneans thaib fcr lne

tc-be is tc-eare" Ever¡ithíng tha-f I d-c -- iily.Ðrcjects in
*ha r:,r'r-l ¡l *of-l p¡ti nf ìlnln rnl¡sel f =nal :rr¡ Of ed-iC¿.inentS9 !vr:vçur_rr- v.!vrr¿ ;rrjuv:f ar:v_ !¡¡J

are all iÂiaJJS of ca.-r'-'r-ng" rJuring the tiiries I c¿ì-re 'i;he rncst
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irly existence rer¡eals rtseif ,..fst .crJíound-lj¡"

fl39.;-l7, a.s ln 'l rve, terr:re c:)u-r'eree rr gu.i it,

existence r¡anifests iisel f .

!r'¡hen I care

ny unique

äeid-egger, in the existential ¿n¿l;,rtica 3ives the

fcll¡ivji1' reasf,ns ',vhy care j s tire ,3eing :f LJasein a-nd se)¡s

wha.t care lleä"ns 
"

In the ¿n¿lysis rf ever'¡Cayness and fallin.3
Hpi riêrreer sh:¡wed- that LJasei-n ir'å.s in a n:cde of fall_enness.

In tire i¡icde of fallenness Daseines fallinE rve-s à -uu"rning

p\^ta\r f rr¡r thp ^^'r F 'r^.' ^"^+ì 1r' f rf the Caf.eS and intefeStS4:iÇJ f! Jrr¡ u¡rç ÐÇ-Li- uJ JU UJ-1-J

cf the ina-u-i;hentic worl d- :f -bhe f,þs.r¡-se'l f " ¡-al l-enness

ind j-rectl-¡r r"evea-l-s a kind. rf cå.re ¡n -bhe part ¡f Da.sein"

In o_-,t ìng f ;r' invcl veirrent r n tÌ-e -bhe¡i-sel f LJasein e,":Ðresses

a kincl, cf care fcr th¿it oarticu-l-ar i';aj¡ ¡f ]Jaseints L3eing i-n

ihe wrrl d.

In ootin3 f¡i: inv:'lveine;rt in the the¡;-self o that

very ,;r)de cf .dein¿ in the w )r,- d- gives j)asein no olr-rortunity

f r:r ref.l ecting urorn this inr¡olverirent, It j-s part :f the

iítanner in which Dasein exists es the the.y-self nct tc

entertain o.uesti-cns crncerning the s el f but ¡ ratìrer, tc

d-isniss such c1u-estirns" i're have seen hci'r' the phenorlenln

i;f dread l'vrenches Dasein fr':ür its c:iiii:lacency in the they-

ivorld. and forces Dasein to refl-eci u..Ðon the self , Dread

ind.ividu.alizes Dasein by iscl-atiir3 i-u froi;i the world aird

frorrr cthers" *lthough dre¿.d cannot fcrce u_con .L-¡asein

au.ihentic existence, it does ,oresent a.uthe¡riic ex.istence

ã.s a possibility f cr L-lasein" äeideggerr s ane-lJ¡s j s cf dre¿"d-

as that whrch is,:-L¿rtes existence prerrares the ura¡r for
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consid.ering Dasein a.s Da.sein"

i\Ie have seen 'cire ana-lyses tf rjasejtr reveal exist_
entiails snch as ;eing-in-a-wo¡'fd, i:eing-wj_th, a,no- .r:;ei_n,q-in,

al--l- of which ex¡ress Da-seinqs retati¡n tr tirr-n3s ctirer,ùhan

itseif " Ti':ree existentials in r{eide3ger.es ¿n¿r;rt-i-c are

d-crninant" (a) unoLerstand.ing j-s the nocÌe cf aiva._r.eness by

which the self ¡ 3.s able to be, the pJSSibr e, is rriade

si3irif icant, (Ìt) State-of -lnj nd is the i-ncde ¡f a,¡¡a-reness

b¡r which the self ¡ äs actuat , j_s inad_e signif icant 
"

(c) i'-alleniress reveats in the mod-e cf fall-enness, the

rna-nner i-n whi-ch LJasein a.bsrrbs i_tset f in tire icì_le-talk,
the curi-rs-ì-t;r, a.n1. 'uhe ainbiguit¡i ¡f j na,.rtheniic existence 

"

This thr^eefc-ld. cjiaracteL: :rí 'r,lre self ; uncle r.sta:rding
( e,';istentiatity) o sta'ce-cf-rnind_ ( fa.c-ui city) , and- fal_t enness

(Being-fall-en), i.¡i1L cojis-Litu.te the ;oi:i ina.r¡r exj,stential
of Dasein as ceiîe

tn r.eviewing the ilrreefcld_ cha.r'acteristics of
Dasein, i{eidegger succinctly ey,presses r,vhat ha_s been sard.

up tc nc\,v" 'no. ua-nxiolrsness as a state*of-ilr:-nd is a \^/a.\¡ cf
tseing-in-the-r.vorl d; tha-t in -bire face cf rn¡hich we ha.ve

anxiet¡r is thrown Being-in-the-worl-d.; ihat wliich v¡e have

a-nxiety abrut is rur potentia-li'cy-for-"cteing-in*the-v¡ort d,

'rhu.s the en-bi re phenirrnenon of a-nxiety sh¡v¡s ilasein as

factica'l i;r eris'r,ing Beiirg-in-'che-wcrld" The fu.nd-arnenta_l

ontol ogi cal cha-racter'1 sti cs cf fl1is ent j r6y ?,TC e:.isi;ent-

ial it¡r, fact j- city, and Bein3-fat I en. 'ul

l-jJeln:ì AnO_ Irrte n 224
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Tn tern:s tf -[lie nea.ning rf Dase-ì-n as Dasei-n,

Hei-cieEger d-iscu-sses the three follfv\¡ing e>,-:Lsteirtlals ;

(a) u.nd.eL:siancì__i_ng, (¡) st¿.¡e-of-rnincl' aird ( c) fa'l Ieirness 
"

(a) d¿fg!gÊ.ç.g Uncie.rstand-in:' is the proiectioir

of ,cossibil j--bj-es " In -terins cf the sel f u u.nderstanding

iJro jects befoire itself its oiivn ilossibilj.ties, l:ecause

ilasein ha.s these possl-bil it j,es and is these irlssíbílities.

understa-nd-ì-ng is a,o¡-.li-cabl e tl both au'thentic a:rd

inauihentic exis-bence. In a,u,thentic exi s-tence u.ncier-

standing pro jects ;coss j biL-iti-es wh Lch i;ra-]te oneas ov¿n i3eìn3'

signi-f :,cant, In inau.t jrr:ni j- c e,lis-teÌ'ice the und.ei:'stand:Lng 
'

u.nnj-ncifu.l tf the self ¡ Prciects i)cssibil-rties lvhj-ch na-ke

the .rJeing ¡f the "-bhe¡l*t sign-i-f,tcant" 'I'iLis â,Si-r9s¡ of i,'¡hat

it ineans ic be eS ân issur.e fcl' lJasein j,s ca.l led tsej-irg-

¿rhea-d--rf-itseif " The st::u.ctu.re rf i:ein,J-a-head-;f*i-tser-f

d-¡es ni:-L refer t: that which is n:t j¡et the c¿.se btitu

ratjre.r', tr those actu.al qu-a-ì-ities that ntake tlie futu.¡'e

significa.nt for ¡Jasein"

( b ) FagllqàlJ ( S tet e- cf -i:rind ) " be ing-ahee"d-- rf -

itsel f designaies nlt a. íreedcrn tl act arbitrarii;r bu,t a

r-eccgnr-ti-on of one0s sta-te in the ',vcrl CL 
'l it¡tited- b¡"' tirat

worl d." The:re are tìrings; a-b¡ut ,:rle rçh'ch I cann]t altert

e.s I ce.nnc'; a.lier sclne -ühì-ngs j-n ihe r,r¡crld-" I Jtar¿e been

-bhi:¡wn ini¡ -ihe w¡r'-r d, with:ut harring 'tLe.d- any ch:i-ce in

what kj-nd. rf perscn I r''vanted tr be ,::L: -tc i:clc lilre, a-nd-

wj.thcu'c ha.r¡ing had a sa¡i j-n d.eteri,iininE '¡¡ha,t kinO- cf

r,vc.rl d, I f j-nCL m;rs eJ-f itr " lience L-Jas e:rn ca;'i be f'uir.tirer a-nd

rrto-rf e er';licitly ci:ara-ct et\ Zed- aS ijeii-rg-ahea.c'l--¡f-j-tseì f*
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aì-::ead-;r-.beiirg-in-a--wl'-:'r'l d, .LJes j-cìes he;v:Lng cc,ss ibilrti es,

I ha,ve Ð-n ¿,.c'r,u.a,i ,it¡i i,;Ìi:- ci"i -Liiir-ts llre " tlL¿t e:;j-stence j-s

fa"cir c¿:.1 'r:e c¿:.u.se uncie::sta-nd-ing ::.1 '¡¡-¡.¡¡= h¡is z st¿':'úe- lf-i¡linc-i 
"

i jy ,Ðrssi'r:rli';j es tre es-eerL-bj ¿-.i-l-,' deter:i,'ned- b,' t
f.¡n;inifr¡

( c) +lqrll--gnnssç (mod-e of iaj ienness ) . Fa--l-l-enness

nea.r-Ls th¿¡-t Dasein as -rjaset n is icci-r,-ried- izith er¡e,:j¡d-a)¡

inauth eirti c events , Fal -l enness is n¡t a-r\ o ccas ttna.l

aititud-e buit bel on:,.s essentj-al lj¡ tr i]a-sein as -ùaseì i'r"

ii.Õi d-eiger call s thjLs tJreoecu.;a'cicn with the ci-r.ncerns of

d-e.il j¡ iiie :ein3-aicn3s'ì c,e,

lieid-egge:: states tlLa.t -üile ex:lstentia"i trtall.-by cf
.r]aser nrs intll:3i cr.j- strr-rc üu::al wjirl e is "al:re¿"ci-¡f-i lself*
reiir3-aJ-r ea d-;i-in- ( tire-wlr ld) as -oei-ng-al c.i;s i cì-e ( en-û Ltr es

encÒu.n"bered- v¿itJrin*i;he--,^rrr::i.d-) "l F;r l'.eici eggeï' t jris Seing

fi-tl-s in the significat:L¡n of tlie ¡s¡ii1 "care" o Care rneens

-b be ahea,d lf cnese'j f a.l ready inv:l ved ".'rith entitres
v,¡ithin tl:Le wcrl cl , Ca-re c¿¡"n be caring about ( ccnce::n)

srtrletiring e-S ins -l- c¿-re a-b¡u.t f'l f',verse cê.iSo iii.:vieS, and

tel evisi:ln" ¡tls¡ s c?,.të ca.n be c:.::ing flr soliecne ?,-s in,
r ca-r^e í:r in¡t ',¿if e r ity f a.:rit 5r, a"irci- i¿rJ¡ fr:-enos.

Ì-ieid-egger?s care rs pri-inord.ral and câoi'llt be

red-u.ced t¡ viÍslrin --., irc;-ing, '0,¡-Liiingr Li..r'S'ì¡1g, etco , etc"

iìatl"rer tllese .phe:rcr!'tena. àre 3r.>r-rnded- in ca-i^e" Àll the

eriì stentia.l s tha.t äeideg¿er iras used- -ü: d-escribe ijaseinÊs

self su.ch as Existentialit;ru Factj-cit;iu a,nd- îa1l enness 
"-,.Te
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a-l sc grlu-nd.eC in care,

C.ea-L-ity and r'¡cr"ld-iroo d-

The d.j-stinci-L¡n be,uween re.:d-j|-a¿U-ha.nd and ;oresent-

at-hand. has al-i:eady beeir cLrawn, It was nrted thai àny

attei"n:t -br cievel o,o rrretaphysi-cs rut :f -ühe vì et'v cf the

wcrl-d. as ijresent-at-ha.nd, wiie.r:e thin¿s are à c¡Ll-ec Ûi in

cf cb j ects, is mì sta-.lten" Real iiy, ãs incÌica'ued b¡r

tracrit_r-lna.l riieta.i¡ì:r¡tsics o ccnsisis rf rb jects -ihat ere

tlreseni-a.t-ha-nd in the w¡r-l d." îo lirn-it l¡le î S vielv cf

reai-it;rr in ti:is uaJ¡ is 'üJ ovei'lcok an¡ther gen'-tine and-

inea.nin¿frì-l \,¡a)¡ of viewrng tÌie wcrld wiricÌ-i is even mcre

pr.iljìa-r,v than present-a-i,-ha-nd.. It LÎ¡'l l-c'ovs frliir the vj-ew

cf rea_t it)¡, whe::e ::ea:.-ì-i'c;r is an ?¿3greg::ie cf cb jects ih¿'t

Da-se-i-n, t¡c s sj-t:rr-ti-d be ?i eserrt-at*hand in 'che w:rl d- â's

any o-Llier' :b j ect " HerdeSger' ì nter:¡rets realit;i nlt e-s

ilre ::r.esence-ai-hanci. tf ob jects bu.t as care " T¡ interpret

lla-sein, -biie i¡¡tr-ld- u zrtð- rea-j ii¡r a,.s -rb jects is to involve

cnesetf in inSU,rulcU.nta.ble probl erts su.ch as the exj"stence

of the e>,"-bernal tryrrl ci and tl^re crobl erii cf rther rnincis "

lieid,egger, in keeping viitli his distinction between read¡r-

at-ha.ncì and- :t.lîeSent-at-hand., interpreis rea.L:-l.¡ a.nd- ti-re

world-, as câre " ¡Jasei n ? s pr-r-tnorci-ia-l e,';istentia-'i is c¿'re

njcs,r genera.l l-i¡ u.nd-erstood. ¿;-s .,reing-in-the-t/f,rld- " ;ein3-

in-the-rv¡::-]-d , Be:ing-r^¡ith, and JJeing- j n are exj-sten¡ials

which express thrree weJ/s in v¡hich Ílass j-n ¡31a-'Ùes io -Lhings

oil:er than sel f and whi-ch a.s existeiltia--l-s axe b¿:-sed- cn
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c?.-re. To d-ir ec-u lneç s vj-ew to rsalit;r is r ) e;'-erci se e

pe.xi.Lcu--rar raode or wa'y '¡f exi-s',,ing" 'ì-eaJ-i'cyo tiien' is

based- cn cexe" Rea.l ii;¡ j-s nc-l to be unC'e-cstcoci in ?;'ii

:ntical sense but as a- ir-icd.e ¡f Dasei nn s interpretati:;n cf

the n¡orl-d- 
"

Inhrsseccnd.ined.j-tettirnj]esca-rtesusesa.ballof

wa¡ tc sh¡w wha-'r; he rrea.i:rs b)¡ subsia¡ce a"nd accid-eni" The

essence or su,bstance cf the i,,'47, i-s its ,ou"re extensLon"

iiha--b tlre v¡a-x feels Like, its colou-r, its Srnel I , and its

shaie àre niacci dentstu" Descartes î ¿n¿l ¡rs l-< lLlakes no

menti cn cf hoiv -bhe war i-s r-isecl- cr t'r¡hat pu'lîp:l*qe it sellves"

Àcc,:..rcj,rn3 to iret-degger, 'rLsing the wa-r is the ¡:'r'iioa-ry way

in v¡h-i-cìr we relaie tc lt. 'Jesca-::tes' ulti-inate iileaning cf

the inateria-l wax, is to occupi¡ a spâcen to be ex-tended"

the iirea-ning oi inaterj-aL subs-Ûance for i]esca'rtes is to ta']ce

upspaceand.cons'r,itutethecb;eciscftheu-niverse"
iviaterial su.bstairce is vj et'ved. merely as ,oreseni-at-handu aS

ob j e c-bs of thingi]ocd. her.e ¡ â-s furni-ture in the u'niverse 
"

In c1.cl.er for objects presen];-a.¡-hand- to becoiììe of use or

pu-rllose as reacly-at-hand, another substance, a thi-nlting

substa.nce, rnusi besiolv or ad"d- on tra-lue t¡ ob je cts.

Ref erring speci-f ica-tly to the sixth rnedita.ticn Des car'r;es

says, in his s¡inopsis of ¡he six iled-it:rticns, ¿rHere I show

that the ürinC (cr scu-i) of .,¡?"n is reâllJ O.istinct frotn

the bcd.¡ig ancl '.ühe.t nevertheless it is sÐ tightry i¡cu'nd- a"nd

united. içitb i-c that it f,:r'üts 'rvith it rvhat is alin¡s-f a
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single entity",t' The lv¡ro- u¡al rrl)st'Ë wl'l Lch occu.rs in the

I a-¡-üer pa.i't cf the Qr-r.oie is sinall and si-riii¡l e, blr-'r' iis

i-litpactrn-bhehistor;rcf¡-'hiilsolrllyhas-beeng'reatsâSthe
du.at i sni :f in¡-nci a.nd. b:d-¡r has gi-veir l"i se 'co such tiier¡ies

aS interacti:nis¡:rr d-:ubl e aspect ih.ecr:ye ccCâsicnal isniu
2

para'l'le'listti, a-nd' a p1 eth:ra rf ¡tilers'- l'his s-ba'te-of-

a:îfaj-rs has been nair:ed. the 'tilìind--bod-;r p.ií'cblerirnu"

By iÌre texn ut\ojo.r'.i d-t* iìeid,egger he-s inclu-ci-ed o-r'esent-

at*hand-u r,.rhi ch ilescâries d.ces, and tther far ncr-e irnrlediate

a-nd- pr iirla.f!- v\¡aJls of rel ating, rvìri ch lles cartes does n¡t 
"

As present-at-ha.nd- and- r:ead-¡r-a-t-ha.nd a,r'e two d.i-fferent and-

ge-ílu.i-.re waJ,'s if rei-ating -Ûo tiie v,'rrJ-d-, nelther one ì:y

itsel f can e::haiust wha,-i is in 'the l'vorld'"

äeidegger ha.s. shcv¡n that 'uhe wlr'l d- ex-ists as ?''

ncd-e of Dassi n whcse ltcst ba.sic ev-lsteirtia.l is ca-re " In

the existen.t1-al analytic l,ve l-earned th.e'-t there was no

jtcssibiJ-ity cf an rs clated. o-1. irul:e su-b j e ct " This ls dlie

tc Dasein a'l read-)¡ harrin* a worl d bit its vetl ccnst-L-butl'on

as e7;;oressed" b¡r the a-g-{,iA.4i Eeing-in-the-i"¿¡r'-Ld" To

irproveî0 the exi-stence of a worJ-d. i s -ì: I ri rsLt]1CLo.rstanC, -bhe

na-ture cf this exis tent j-a"l " In tu.rn.ì ng lu.,r' atten'r,ì- '¡n t c

rea.li-ü¡r'we aree in facts ClllSiciering a. rncd-e cf Ja:sein?s

Seing-in-'che-wor-l-cl whi-ch is essen'tiai-J-;i cerre " lieir'gs t

-reaiit¡r is ba.sed on c¿ìr'e"

Ir ,ì^^-i{€Ilê uso
tr ans. ¡a.u.rence J 

"

ô/-^'*ì{} cna-ro-
lJn LJø

ca-r-bes, Q_1"ç c*qu€s ç- cg-!gÏll$. -@'""ãrrãu"-TFJcrs-rtierri 
-r I e I.ÇãO'I* p " aT:

Ta.¡rr 3¡, llç3Aqþyg!qs- (,D-r'eniice-llall-, L963)'
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This ,?articiLl a-rit e¡,rcjtasis )n l'eäl',-ti¡ ilea-Ils bha"'¿

rea_.ii..y is d,eirend-ent ln l:i¿.i'l?s existence" This i-s SO becau-se

rea,l i-b¡ru which d.:es n.-rt rrrean r-oal tirin3s, j-s a- i::oci"e :f

e:,,1s-bence andr âs su.ch' the :rhenJ¡ilenon :rf .:real it;r cannci

occlìr wi-thir-Lt Üase:in. liowever, this is n¡-u tc Sai¡ tþat the

existetrce of the rnate.r'ial v¡:;.r'ld is conti ngent u'pon llasein "

vJhat is saj-d- .;f reaLL'u:i he.r.e can be sa"j-d of Bein3, tirat

is, that ¡nl'rr a.S Iong aS the::e is a Dasei-ir j-s ihere r;ein3,

a tc-be. Thi s _¡oints out tliat onl y a self-conscious en-Lit;r

can kn¡w what it ¡neails i¡ Ì¡e"

substairce and. r.eal i tjt are tr¡¡c tncd-es of :J¿-,sein?s

rel ating tc -ûire tiorl d. aniì- to i-bsel-f " As such the¡, are

cler j-vative fr¡ri iJa.sei n a:-nd, ljase j-n c¿:'nnrt be d-es cribed or

defined s¡-l ely in terrns cf theitt"

TÌ'reorY cí Trlt'ch

In Ciscttssing tr'uth j-reid-egger is nci; clncerned "r'itl't

esia.b_t_ishing a criteri cn fcr tru.th" The cliscussr cn is

rrii'rra.rily clevoied- io ihe essence lr irleaning of truth'

lleid-egger is interested. in finciing cut n.ot only when sciûe-

thing is true bu-b wha'c tru.th j-s a.s such, rts essence" fhe

ways in whi-ch iru.th can be recognizedo lts criteri cnu is

d.erived írcur the nature of truth" In discu-ssing ihe

ci:i ierion cf tru.th äeictegger fincls the ccrres.ocnd-ence -bherL:¡r

of truth -b¡ be the lrlcst arnica'ole -in regard- -b: iis ,oresuÐp-

ositi)ns and. his 'inter.pret¿,"tirn lf tiuth?s essence"

For iiei-d,egger the essence cf tru.ih is d-isclcsLr.re,
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Ïie inte.r'orets -Lhe Greek !'/3rd fcr tru.th, 'oz)-ethiauu, to rûean

ttunhiddennessru 
"

Ln ,fl-r.r' experience ',\¡e fiird- wha-t lieideg3er refers to

as "i-rnhj-d-d.en-I-ress!î n In cthe.r's ( cr in ou-rsel ves ) r';e irave

e>i.rerienced t'cl e-i:Ia¡rinq rn¿lìere sJriìeone hicÌes behii-td- a ntask,

l-ike ihe eart¡r Greek acì;c.r's, aud- -¡::etends tl be v¡hat he is

nrtu tha-b is, cther tllan lie aciu.ally I s" 'Ih-is is a

d.eceoticn lvhich d-ces n:t allcw cthers tc get tc t<-nolv the

tntrue" pi cture cf tha-t íJerS cn " That pers i:n rena-inS obs cure

¿and. his self I ies hidd-en not onl;r j;e rthers but even perhaos

to hittself" In other cases vve l<nri,v c.f a iiers,f,n v\ho d-oes noi

hid-e behind- üiaLsks )r rcl e-play and we sa;, tha.t lur a.wa.lîeness

cf hilri is a- tru.e Jne" tie kirolv hii¡i as he is" liei:'e 'utru--bJì.'r

means scrrretJring like reveal i319, opening u.p, disclosing,

naked-ness " James Joyce called his i nsigirts int¡ what trutir

is o rãgr1ì 1:hanies" g it ¡nanif estati:.ins "

In err;lalnrng what he Íleans by truth as u.nhidd-enness 
'

and er,sr.rinq ti'la.t sutch a vi ev¡ of truth ts i-¡riiriordiat,

îie'i dee-c'er bea'ins rvith ¡n ¿n¿l ysis rf the trad-itl-cna.I ihecr¡r

of tru.th as corres Llondence 
"

lie points cu.t that Aristotl e and- Aqui-na-s emphasized

ihat tru"th is the corresp¡nd.ence cf the i;iinct lvith the thing,

ancl both Ioca.-Led- truth in jr-tdgr:ients" lieide¿ger asjcs þcw

thj-s corresircndence is ic be inter,oreted-" Ii, cannct be

à one-to-one ctrreslond-ence" li¡r i-dea o:f a- cä't is n¡t

fu.trire nor is it, tjlçe tl're cê"is |¡eav¡," It calnoi be a

retjresentati:'rn ihat brid-ges 'the idea and- the thing knrlvn,

beca.u.se in a-sserti.:r3 a p.irJ,Dcsitícn i d-o not print ru.i a
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rei¡resentetj-:n bu--i the tliing itsetf " r{hen I sa-¡i tha.-L the

nâi'l -,,'u.1 1e:: is heav;r .i arr n;i j rining ti','c conce.:'ts s hear¡i--

ness an.ô na,yl-put1_e_fness, bJ e co,c1;.la-u but ¡"ather aL:l

ilointi-n3 oLr.'ú h:rn¿ I rela'ce t¡ the tc::l ancl the d--i-fficu.lty

that I have 
"

A t:ran with hi s back -Û¡ the wa-l'l sa)/s tha.t the

¡:icture hangin¿ tirere is titred-, The irlan cj-oes n:t say tha.t

2 rêïìresenteti:rn is tilted but tha'c the ';iciuL:e i';self is

askev,'" Acccrd.ing ir iieiclegger 'Ghe phenctlencn cf confir*

rnati-on is 'r;he basis ¡f coriîespJndence, In tþe trad-iticnal

tirecry .-;f ccf'.reSilonC-ence S,)í1ìei,l:ing was shcwn -tc be true

because its truthfu-l ness wâ-S cieiitcnstrated- ¡r' clnfj-rrned-"

ìfhen the inan iu.rns a::ound- and. sees the --'i cture hanging

ct:.ioked. cn -lhe wa.ll his c.r'evi ¡us claiirr he-s n¡t'v been cfn-

firned." .A.ccrrd_in3 tc l-leiclegSer- the r,¡efJi basis ¡f the

'crad.it:ionâ:l- thef I";r :f tru.ih as cor.uespondence is '¡tc shcw

itsel f as it iS*'u T¡ Say that the nanes uu j-d-ea" of the

cictu.re bei-ng a.skeir/ correslrond-s -t¡ the ttfâctut tha.t tþe

¡:ictu.re was âske',v mea-nt in the traditional theor'.,v that the

obserVa.nCe cf tÌ-re faCt v¡culd. confrri:i the staterllent" "To

show itself a-s it isouu cr crnfiri,ringn is tlie grlu.nd- of the

tra"d-itiona-l c'rrl:esilondence thecr¡r of t¡'u.-bh" TO be true

trea_ns tC be LUtC.Vef'ìngø

The sin;:le cri-terion cf corresilonC-ence is nct as

i¡:rportant a-ncJ- p::ilnord-ial a. cha-r.acterj-sii-c of truith as :-s

ttl"lc\,,¡ scine-thing shows itselfur 
"

Truth as Unccver. .i¡-iE; o'Tf sa'y that an assertion

ri s 'r,rU.ee sig:rif-ies tha-[ it u.ncove,fs th.e ent.t-t;i ¿3 it is i-n
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i-bself" Such an asse¡'t:on âss:ertso ,ccj-ir-bs cu.t, ele-bs'

tire entii;r I be seen r iir iis u.n-c,l vet:ecl-ness " The i_e,ieg:tqire.

(¡ru-ih) c:fl -bhe a,sserti:-,il ¡lr-rst be u-n,l-e¡:s-b roC :.s ,l-_ein¡.i:

!¿4_c_-41?g.lg-:" Ti-ru.s ti:li'ch h¿-s b¡r nc neei"ls iire siruc-br.r,re cf
3;n âliOei,tent Jret'r,,¡een kno,¡'j_n3' and the rbjec'c in iire Seilse cf
à lihenin,g cf :ne en-Lit;. (tne subject) tc aj-l,r-bher (tne

.l
O lr j ect ) . 'u- The truiir of l.,i-ior,'in" s crneth-ln¿ is evici-ent içhen

tha--b ll'l:rich i-s knoln is cleiiìonstra.ted" -j-f J- say, "'Ihe

.'a ini r-n: ,)n tlre u'a.ll beÌr l_nd_ rne is c¡'coked_'u -bl-ie tr.uth rrf

this pt )-p rsitj-on <i-er:onst::a.tes itse-l-f wheri i ti-ir.n arolind_

and- s ee tìr e pi cture ha.n3inr cr': :ked-.1- j¡ " Ihe j u,d-E,:re;rt is
a. d-eüirnstra,'ui)n, ã shc'wi-ngu ;,r:iC. nlt a. s¡rì-icg:_stic i-,rcof s

of i?¡,n'het i-s'i " Tire ju-cigrient is ccnfr'on-bed b;r -iha:t a-b¡i¡t

,,¿hich it is a ju.d-glrrent " i;vh¿,t is d-eiricns-b-r.a-beci rr sJt¡wn is
nc¡t a. c3rr'osi-,onci.ence between tlie intell.ect and- the tiring
bi-rt s¡ls-ì-¡r ¿ disc:verin3 ¡f the d,:_sclcsedness ¡f the being

ijre jucigr.teir'r, j-s abrr-r.t. The tbjec-l itse-l-f i-s sh:wn as i-t is
in itsel f in its ider'rtity" The tr.utir ¡f a jud.gnent is
confj ríled- ancl based on being disccveri-n,;, in eo discl csing

tha-t vu'iiich is ar.s i-b j-s " Be_i nJ-t.r'ite is und-e¡.stocd_ as

rnoì-n,r-rli q^rlra1, -ir j'13 
"

In its first and rtcst real sense -bru.th refers io
Dasej-n a.ncl- no,t tc objec-ùs" If 'bru-bh. is an uncove¡ing it
rriusi be ?,, cha"r'acteris'u-ic :f Dasein" ùnl j' in tire sense tha;t

an eniliy is uncrvered cz.n j.¡ be saj-ci t't be tru.e. I-b is
Da-sein wj"iich Lr.nctve.r's and. d-iscl oses " rn his cha"cter ca_'1.!s¿

t.-*5el_nr,l and- T-ì-irie, p" ¿ÐL"
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iÊilein,q-i-n-as-sr,.ch'¡ äeidegger has sJ<etched. .ru.-b in his

¿i1¿l irsis h-,iv r-rase-i_n u.nc)ver.s a.nd- d_j_sc-j rses " In tha.t

cha-pter- äe-Ld-e.;gei: inier'.:i eieii iia,sein in te.r'r,'rs :f the thi ee

e,-;istential s ¿ state-cf-rrrind a-s thrlwnness, unc,,el:sta_nding

as _or^c j ecticn, a-ncl- the lnode :f fal-lenness as fa-l leirness 
"

äeide;-er, in ciiscussi_ng tru'uho turns:¡l-ri: atieati¡n tc the

rol e -bira.-L iia-ser n rla-¡rs b¡r i:renti rtring the anat j¡srs cf
-bhrrl''nness, 

"oro 
j e cti ;n aitd- fa'l l-enness .

The *od-efi niti cnuo of :Ètruthti is u?unc,lve_r.ednessrt,

Dasein is tBBei-n¿-r-tnccvei^.i ng!?. 'nBeing-tl.ue as .,:ei_ng-

u-ncrver-i;r¡, ls a. \vaJ/ :f :e j.nï f >¡" -Ja.se -i-1 " " "'Ihe ,,t ts-b ,-,-r.i-

cirrciial phencr:ien:n ,¡f truth -i-s fir.st sh¡wn ltjr the existeirt_ra_l-

ontll cg:-cal founcLa-tron rí unccver:-ng,',I As a-n eüti-bj¡ that
uncf,vers , Das ei,n i- s an en-[it¡r " in the 'ui'u.th." " ,as e i n

unctvers -ï-bseif a"s fa,"ctì cal, that ísu I j,ii:j_ted b¡r tìte actr.r.at í

a"s eri stentia-l0 that i-s, u,nd.erste-rrd"in3 -:ro j ecting i-ts ovvn

possibitities¡ a.nd- as fa.llen, that isu c-]-osed_'üJ its own

ilossibiliti es by the concerns ¡f everyd-ayness, F¡r the rnlst

tartu in fa-r I ennessr Jasein does not revea.i i-bseif but is
utclosed--off tt and uçccvered ui:tu , riirh fal I snnsss lieiciegger.

intr:du.ces the noticn rf uniruth, Dasein as fa'l ienness is
i-n "tlntru,thrü " Trurtl:i a-s u.ncJVeredness must aliva;rs be rn¡i:es'üed

frorrr enti-bies wiij-ch gei sne,-tched olrt ;rf '.,he j"r hi dd_enness"

'uTlte fa-cti- cal LrncÐv-^.r'ed-ness :f a.nythr n3 is a-l wa-)i s ¡ ã.s it
weree a kj-nd- cf srobber.¡iø ,ttz In a waj¡, the tru"tl:L is à

I .,-lJe].ni âl.io_ -L].iiìe "

o-*-
'Åain¡' qirrì r'i1ir

-._-le o

,o"

il"
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víaJ-a!;içs::t cri i.i:e ivay ån vi:icll sta-te5 cf a,-i-r'airs no::¡:ilal l;¡

D.xe. I-t "was siio''.rr _i-$. tiie e;ri-s';en'ci_a-i_ 8-iì.rr.lyti_c "ihe.L ¿;\e

rio:'iìral- stat,e cf a.llfa:ir^s r'¡a-s eveiyd.ì:)inesÊ zøe inai-¡inen-t:ic

ex j s-Le nr:e ou-i; c-f vi-t-i-ci; lhe Ì:a-s;is c-i aui;"¡:e:r'¿i_ ci_'Ly ,,r¡s_ri

gií:'i:::sed. .in Ln"at:Lhen'ci-czt'it ,la-se j_;.: ar¡cids a-Tes.îi r;,¿hici;

ille]i e)íllose anci i^eve a_Í. Ðai;e i:r t s t:rlie se Lf, . 1tI¡-th '¿his :ln

iri-irci one cãti. yea-j-ize wl:eye -Lire 'i:rile sel_-í' l-ies h:_clCen l:y

ïl-o'i j-citlg vJ:ai i..t -=LÉl ti:a l" Ðase j-n avoì il"s r víz " , i:es iioi'rs i-lsíJ-ii5r

coil::ri-ti,ie:l'ú , i're ed.o:i: 
"

ïn :reEarC ''cc -i-i:ie pirenclilenon of -irutl: I:e;id<;g3er

¿:c,l_dr¡; -i,j¡a"i 'í,t:¿ik i;e i"ol:¡r,s "lo Ðaseir¿ i::::i_:rro::ci ra-lJ_y , i- jla,ù

Ðar.se i"n j-s i;oth. :-n t¡:u'ii: a::.cl jin unt:ru ii:r , ânci !,tzt;i, pïcp{is *

:Lti-oi¿aJ- ti'*-Li: Ís ¿t cì,¿ :r.i-vecl jic:iri: o'i "i;::¡;stll ef; Lrncoves. j:níi 
"

?.he Iíi-c.d cf, i::ei;:g ährch ?;r"u-iir ^Ëcssesses: I,,c has

heer^¿ i-rc:;.r.-beci ouc t*at ttulrn is an existentiarl. of .ùa.sej-n

z,t:..ri- , as or-¡ci; , -iÏi"i-Lir is a c',narac'ce_r,_'i-s-i:ic cf, llase i¡:.1 " ät:e

i;eili¡r of tr-'i;'bh:is cc;:r.tingent -î_ljilrr?,üase-ì.ntg exì_s,rence, ancl

l:'¿:,thor¡i Ðase-Lrr. ti:rere can ire no t¡:'u'r-h "

ifo ,$àÍ thai ir.:-ttl: depencis on jJa-se;r,n ås ¡:.ot ia sa'y

tba-t .ùasein "cìe-berminesre rvhat ìíù -lhe t::u-Lh or tha-t î-ìase-j,n

cãil ar'vi,-l:ra,:ci_1-y eiss-1tfl. 'cn;th va_l,ues . The i:o:Lni j,s ttrat
i:ecai'rce t::r.i-l;lt: "i;s cef:Lneci :-:rz terms o:[ aii r¡n]:idcleniiÊGíJ wiiích

i:a-s l;eea ciiscl-oseci , a:nci s j-¡rce Ðase ín íE; 'rhe oniy entitSi
';nal: disci-oses, then tru-i:li ca.n on,1-.iz e:iist as a- niccl.e of
Ðase in t s e >;i-s te¡r"ce .

'.'lhe en'¿ j.:'e i-il,':cr'i of li:re e:i j-sten,c -i a"T anai;r-i j-ç -,,:ests

1.:tpcn ï{e j-clegger' 1 s uniq--ue 'iva5z o-f v:Lewi-ng t::i.lti-; . IiÍ: 'rtut¿I:t

\t{Et:e r:,$'b ;i-n1-i-li:abe_1¡r a 77ar| o-í' huraa¡n e:cÍstence ifien
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Ïleicieggerr s anal ysis lv¡u"ld. nct be tutru.ent " The sel f*

reflec-üive a.cti-vit; lí ¡leid-e3;err s ]te::.:'eneu-'cic intcrp::et-

ation is z'end-ereo as -oossibly -bn-te beca-u.se -bru.th for hin

is an essen'úia'l chai'acteristic cf llaseinus crLning tc be

a\!.ià.re rf itse-l-f thr'¡r.rp-h the d-is cl csure :f Dasein u s

^^-l-,,-r i-F,, -.^a^i1^: rì +,,au uurar-! uJ s i.,ui)Þ..r- u-Lrr r,"y r orrJ- fal I enneSS " The e>listent-i-a-l

anal vs-r-s cul-ili nates in ihe aw¿ì-r'eness that -tire d-i-sc-t)su-re

cf Ðasein ¿is Dasein is the fcundaticn cf truth"

To be aware cf rneself as bein3 exposed- and

disclcsed. is whei trurtir itself rileans" That tru.th l-ies in

being d-isci¡sed-u and. revea-l i ng fnesei f a.s one exisis, has

a)-1 been rrreticr-rl rr.rsT;i a.rgr-ied fc.r'u :-n ti-ie enti ¡'e ez;-Lstentia.-l-

airalytic, frc'rn tire point cf triei,' cf etretJô-e,yness 
"

liaì doct.vor 'iq .r\¡¡71 -¡hi l¡so.h'ì zìn:r is :narie nôsqìh'l o hr¡ ¡nl!ç¡qç5õvl Lr'-J':;tL tJt:!)-vuvfr'rrJ-â:l15

acc¡unlc cf 'c::u.ih as a phenoi,lelLoi'l-" Truih a.s phenctnenon

:lsn ôirÉr1,¡ s.'u.r ân evenue cf i-nouirv jnt¡ wha.t i'L l'lieans to

be which has been cl csed b.y 'che tra.d-itional vi ews cf

realr.ty.



V-I " Concl usicn

},ei-d-egger h¿'s scu'gh,c t¡ anaLyze ihe nJngene]]}C

rnea.ninE cf ììeing es such" llivisicn une ¡f llej-ng--alrd--Ii-Llg

is .:r'irnari'l y d-evcted. i: ã. prepâ.ratcr¡r e-xa.mi-iral;i¡n of the

Eeing cf man" Divisicn Two, ivhich is not the sub ject of

this paper, is dev¡tecl- to à higher kii'ld cf ¡"¡1¿-lysis cf

existence wii j-ch f rl I llvs f r:rrn ijivisi ln Urre a'nd- r'vÌiich is

need.ed. t; a:.chieve a truiy fu-ncj-airlental orrtr-l-cgy"

In ilivi-sicn Üne i{ei.d-e5.;er ha,s atie,rrp'ced tr -üheL[a-

tlze the vã-gu.e ä-\.r¡â-r'eiî.eSs that one has abcu.-1, Eeing" /is \^/ê

JraVe Seen, cners Va-gUe ?,w¿ì,reneSS rf rvhat it ille¿ìl-Is tc be

as .jasei n is grlund.ecJ. and- intiilate']y connected tr Being

as su.cJr" T.he process it,hereb;r Dasein beclir1es LJa-sein has

been d.e.l ineated by a set of disc'l csu'res v'¡hich has reveal ed

a se-L of interccnnec-Ûing structures cal-l ed exr stentía'ls "

This crocess e cai-lecl 'bl'ie exì stential ana-lyti-c, ha.s n:t

onl;r d-etrrcnsti'a.ted lr¡jrat it rneans f;r Dasein tc be Da-sein,

but has al so ,orovid-ed. a. set cf c-lu-es aS tc the natr:re of

thiirgs o-bher than r)asei-n a-nd-, ltcre itit"o:rtan-ü-l-¡.,u it has

se::r¡ecj. to pcin'; to the na-tu-re of iiei-ng itself 
"

Das e j_n ç s EeinS ha-s a reílexir¡e eÌra-r'a"c'üerîisti c

which nakes the ui.nd-ei:s'r;aiirding cf its own bei-ng ín r-bs

var=ì cus rnod.es ocssi'bie " In being e,ware :f its eLf as

existence IJasein is a.\!{'à.re rf its unders-banciinS-:lf'-ì3eing"
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_i,, íu-l_Lei: i:L:.ea-liÌen-i of the u.nd.e¡'stand-i-n3*cf*Bei-n8 was tc

iiave l:een ur.nd.er.ta.ken ro¡,ith ti-ie a,c-di-uiln :tf a d-ivisi¡n th¡'ee

í¡r Fa-::'¿ Ûne a;rol ã: ltroposed- -lr¿:il'r, Ti,r¡oo Tl cl-ate d,jviS.l-cn

three anci ?a,rt 'I"r,'l he-'ve n¡t a"ppeailed in print"

I'o.r' j,reid.egger the crucial feature of -Jaseii-t i-s

its re j ¿,,.ted.ness -bc itsel f the ref -l 
eXr ve cha.ra.cter:'-stic

of ijaseint s self-aw¿ireneSS " Lt is in tlre ;olie.ncrilenrn of

sel f-a*,areneSS i.]na,t Uaseín? s r"ef lexivity is roa,nif ested'

Fcr ir,.ei-cl-eg;jer', iit keeping rvitìr the phen:in-^nol ogical

trad-i-'çicn a_nd iu d.i-r'ect opposiiion tc Descartes, ,rne

becoines a-\,\/¿rre cf cneself ¿..t 'the sa.1[e tirle one becornes

av/a.'f e cf sitnethLing ctlier thair. cnesel f " Se'l f-awa:rellesS

is a-Iiva¡rs rned-j-ated ¡ one bec:iires avta.Te of onesel f whiie

standing in rel-a.tj-on to sotrtethìng else"

In discussin3 that whj ch ned,i¿ites sel f-awa-rel'iess

lieiclegger g)es be¡icnd the ontic I evel o:i i\ewtonian natui'e

and- seeks scinethíng ontoJ-oEi ca"l-iy lnore basic than i(ant ç s

cate.33I.-res and. pure -forüis of sensibirj-ty" In irvcl'king

this out jieidegger revea'l s and describes tÌrings as the¡i

aJ'e in thense'lveso âs rn¡ell as the ,oÌleitcilena* that na-Ke

experience cf tÌrese things i:ossibl e"

Dasein jr_s -'uhe naire given to the interrel-ated,

equ.ii:riinord-ial- elertents r^¿hich ccnstiir¿te the phenornenon

of sel í-a.v¡areness. Hej-d.egger' Ìras d.isting'"tished betv¡een

the ac-bual , empj rical a-wä-reness cf onesel f on the one

lra.nd., and the stru.ctures cf Dasein i,,¡hich rnake this

empi_ric¿:.1 a.wareness pcssible i¡n thie other" TiLe former

reta_tes tc Lhe ontic level of l\eivtonian naì,Llre" The
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I atter- r el ates ic tire ontol o."-ical inor,rents of ijasein v¡Ì:ich

is ccnstiì,u-ted b.'¡ ined-i¿¡.tei. self-awareness iir its stru.ctu.ral

ocssibrlit¡r" lier"eu in being '¿.',\iz.!:e :f itself (existeirce),

that cf which LJasein is a\\¡are is its u.nderstanding-cf-,9einE"

Tiiu.s Daseinl s bei-n3 j-s its und-ersta.nd-in¿-:f-Being.

v"i e ]rave seen -lhat, lvi th tl'le excepticn cf uaseinls

ex,isience and the existence ,:f other l)as eins , things n'ithin

cnets world have as their ¡nod-e of being either '*Ðresent-

a-t-hand-+? cr *tread-¡r-at-hand*r. Tlie forlner refers t: -blre

being :f thr-n3s as vieweci frcrri within the s-ürlictu-r"e cf
It'lervtonia.n na-bure a.nd, is uncle::s'cocd- onticall.v" the latter

refers to 'che beinl of tÌrings as vi ewed f-r'¡irl within 'uhe

stiu.ctu.re ¡f u.se aniL pu.r'Oose (equ.r,orrent) and. is u.ncle::stccd.

ontolo.3ical.ly" the beiir3 -lf thi-rigs in tireir rnooe of
'uread-y-at-hand'r serves bhe iriedia-i;in3 fu.ncticn for sel f-
av\¡areness cn -bhe cntolo3ical I evel"

.v.i e have seen tTLat se'l f-ar,va.reness through the

process ¡f media.ted se'l f*refl-ecticn is constrtuted by

three basic c,)r"nc¡nents : 1!siate-of-rni nd-" , "understa;rdi ngti n

and- "clisc )u.rse'1 ('stel K'u ) .

Fcr i'reid.egger one?s worl d is the necessary condi,'cj-cn

f:r tire Ðcssibilit¡i cf one's erperience, L'ne câi-r. experience

scÍietþin.s cn'li¡ in tori¡s ¡f one0S wor'-l-d. Unels wcrld is

the med-iator of a-l--"1- kni:r,vled3e ivith the sin3Le exce,o-bion of

tha.t kncrvl ed.3e wh.r-ch is k;rovrled¿e airoui ¡ne s s r^¡orr cÌ

itsel-f u Às oÌ'le ca.nnot know the v¿orl d. excei:t in 'cerns of

the lvoriC itsel-f p kilcy,,f ed.ge cf 'che v¿orl d- must be iinrneo-ia-be

ratlter tiran nedj-a'ted , Sia te- rf-inind r s,Jecif i cal ly as
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n3od-, is tlie pri-na.t)i sou.rce cf this ir:iiiiedi a-te kncwl edge 
"

iie Jia-ire seen hc,¡¿ tire inrooì:f sta-te-cf*irri-nd

functj-rns by d-isclosing,-ta,seints'1-bhr-'¡'¡¡nness:: the

bare fact 'tÌrai )no exists i'vith¡,-it the kncv¡ledse rf a

reasJn ,lr rf a iJL.r.rilose f :r oneEs being"

0nees n¡¡ds a-lsc d.j sclose cners i¡i3eìng-in-the--wo.r'ld"

a,s a ivhcl e ,¡¡here trijei-ng-in-the-wcr'l d-nr ind-icated- the fund-a*

¿'nental stru.ctu-.r'e ¡f i)a-sei n" in -bhre ¿n¿l ysis cf what it
rleens tc be jrere in a worldu the he::e r¡vâS shown io

fu.ncticn in -the sarne \tla)/ a,s 'uBeing-in*tìre-w:¡r'.1-0-." " l]asei-n* s

self-av¡areness alwaJ¿s rnclud-es al'L awãreness of sorne-ûhing

cther than ítsel f u l)asei n is à being whcse being is in*
the-u'¡r'icì as a-lr,¡aj¡s enirieshed. iir the strr- ctu¿res ¡f its

clncern" Ìqhi-t.e enrireshed in the lvor'Id, cf its own concern,

tlasei-ir coiiles tc cl"is-ûingu-ish itsel-f frcn the ob;ects cf
i -hs crrìcern b'./ rireeirls ¡f tira-t r'vir-r'-id of concern" In this
wa;r Dasein becsnes itsel-f e-xplicitJ-y as sel f-e-',va.z'eiless

v¡hich disclrses'ü,) LJase-i-n l3eing-in-the-v¿crl-d as a. whole

r"¡hich riiakes it possi-ble u j n the first ,clace, to d-irect

onesel f tci,¿a-rds sei,tething" Intentional¡-ty is thus

ground.ed j-n ref .l 
e cti cn 

"

iitrcrl-s fl1ssl cse ihe ste.te in i,¿hich fne is tc ire

f :u.nd as f ) cne e s enc¡unter with cnes e'l f in the f a,ct tha.t

one is a.nd. 2) ihe structu.re cf iJasei-n -in terils :f ivl-¡.ich

exne:ri enee ialres ¡n r-o,;Ni ti-r¡e d_ilnensicns " Ìvicod-s f'eveal

both one ç s vvcr-idu vrhi ch is à constitu.tive e.l-eineni of the

stru,c'bu.re cf cne e s Ljeingu and the siirtlrl e awareness ¡f
onese'l f as exisiing" Thu.s rnood-s have the ìinportan'c taslr
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cf reveälì ng Da-seì nt s deing " F,¡r' ireid-egger the ilost f'"lnda--

rneri-'cal i,:ocd- is thai; of an:.-i-etj¡¡ r,'¡lrich brcu.gr'L-L Dasein -üJ

its nlst ir¡'i:lor:dial- enc¡unter with itsel f a,s Dasern.

In 'r¡econli n¡ a\,vare :f s.riieihi-iL¡ :ther tha-n cnesel f s

cne bec¡rires ai\¡¿iro of sorneiliin¿ a.s a.ctu.al lv :r potentially

u.seful fcr cne $ s purir)se " Tlrings ready-ai-hand 3et their
inearin3 signi-ficence írcnl cne r s ,Jltr,cf,ses " Ii is in trgÌrt
cf one B s jou-.rposes e then, that tirings read.¡-ai-hand- have a.

cr;nitive interpretaticn rvhich is a fu.nctiona.'l one and

on-]-y a fu.neti¡na.l one. Yei in c::der. to have a tlu.r.ocse

one ha.s -to j¡e a,wãre cf cnoself , anrj. se.r f*awareness was

shcv¡n tl 'be ¡itediated. by s ritei;hin3 ; ihe:: tha,l onesei-f ,¡rhe::e

'uhe ç cther'f ¡¡i¿,.S clnstitui'bed hi¡ tlrì irls 1-êad.Ji*a_t-ha:-ict"

i-iei-d-e3ger in-brcdi-lced- the no-'ci ¡n cf iuunders'uand:Ln:rr a-s tha-i;

rvhi ch lrc j ects a, basi c ÐLlj:ilose fc.'r '¡he se-l-f " In terirrs of

u.nci-crsta.no1in3 prcjecti-irg ¿ì basic'tlr.rriose for tÌre se,r__fl, thre

self becones aware ef itself , r,,'þi te at -bhe sa,[e tine

orovidj-n.l a, -rcuncì" rn¡ithin which -bhin3s other than self
A'rã ìrôr'ôa'ì r¡cd i-¡f tiieif C'tiã.r¿ eter ¿, s p¡y j ^ 'n-r+ -^^a! v .f ç¡ vç.L v çv. -,_ir u1rçIr ut!c-.! L.V vu: u.u çvrv-r jJ :tÇ1i u á_tu aif,

fu.nctional " Uncierstand.i ng e s ac-t cf p::o j e cting a purpos e

bel cn-s to the essentia'l characte¡' cf Dasein, e.tid in :art
const j-tlltes ihat s j-tua.ti ¡n i,vlie.r'eb;, ua.s ein 'oec,:nes Das ein 

"

In scrjle sense the act ¡f unciersta:rd-!n3 m'-ts-L 1:r^eced-e llan"

The act rf u.nd-ers'ua.:Lding or-cvides a, frarne cf ::efere.oce¡

e 't¡or)-i'-r in i--::ins o,f wirj-cli e>ii:eri ence can becciire neaningfu-t-"

expli

f ina-l

The la-si ihin3 tc be cr.ls'-cl.ered j-n -reide33erË s

caticn of the l¡henomencn cf sel-f-a-t'','a::eness i s its
c.Jlìst-ì-'çi"lir-ve fa-cbo-r, tt&e*d.eur c-r" c'ì i-sccurseo ,{s r¿\¡e har¡e
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seen, -bhe d-oc i;r'j-ire ¡f sel f-arii¡¿,¡'eness h¡i-ds tha.t bef oi:e

trne can i:ecci:te i.:-,,,\¡¿'"lle cf cnese'l f , cn.e ljil¿s-i; ¿:"t tij,e sä.rne tilr-re

be c:rre â.\1ia.iae - f s ;r rethi.rr,, :'¡he-r' than cnese'l f " This

cì;ct::i:r.e presLip,Ðf,ses tirat the "-qe-l f'u ct,n find itse-'l-f in

tire ilresence:f sf,ri.e-biri.i-i.; v¡hich is o-[ìrer t]ian -i.-ûse-l-f"

"Rqçþ" cr disccu-rse :tejîf)-rriÌs tl'lis functicn. .D-isc:u,rse

i¡ri n,,s t:t the f -rre 1r rrnrl ::,td. ilanif eSiS tjrat WjriCh o-f her-v¿J-r¡Ju ¿.,r vJ!

i,'¡ise is hi-ild-en a-nCL .r'end-ers i-t "discussabl e" " D.ì scourse

d.l-sc-l-cses and fi-;<es in-b¡ la-ngu,a.ge tir¿.,t u','hrch can be nea,:.i-

rn3fltÌr),¿r z:r-bj cu,r-ai'ced. arrd thu.s ccnceptu-a-j-l;i u.nd-erstood-"

It d"¡es sl in su-ch. a, v¡ày -bha.'c errerytirjn3 wirj-ci-r is said

ab¡u-'u it is cii'a.wü f {':iit ci.i.sc,¡u¡-se i i:-qeif " .-)-ì-sccurse ¡ fcr

iis ¡aLl-'r j-n sel f-a,,wareness e ¡t::o¡¡icr-es tÌre jlecess¿ìr'ii grru.nd

u.pon ,,,.¡irj-clt ua.se-i-n¡ âs ùasei n, c)ir'les u.Don itse-l-f " DiscoLr-rse

is a. princilca-l i¿.ct:r in ti:e ,crocess u'herebJ¡ the seif is
brcu"lìrt int-l an a\,larejless ¡f s:Lrtetirin3 ivh:-ch. -Ls tihe.r 'the¡i

self and v¡hi-ch d-e-beriiii:res 'the :ther i-n ord-e:l tha.t it
beccr;re e"n rb j ect cf ccsni tion" As disc:u:lse be'l onJs

essential I i; t: j]asein as ci)ns'bitu.tive of bej ns-in-the-
i,^¡crld-, cn-iy .lla_seiir ca,n be inea.Lrì-ngfu.l , r'¡he,feas a_l_l_ else is

absurd- c:: ineanj-n3less 
"

T:lken tc3ether', d-iscou.r:se, u-nd-erstaad-in.;, e.nð.

s'carte-;rf-ni-nd- are the fact¡rs inv¡-l-ved- in the p.rf, cess

cal ied. sel f-awar eness " -!-n oein¡1 a-\ùF-re :f so'rirething, Ðne

irru.st -he e-\¡ia.ce of it in 'üeriris of cneqs lein3-in-the*rvcrl d,

as a v¡ho-r e, ivhere e"wereness cf onePs '¡¡or-l d- acts as the

necessa.rj¡ uledietor for all e7;perience"
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