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The purpose of thie thesis In to devonstizete thet the majow
poncaray in Johm Updike's writing ave veliplove concerns, end that the

novels Rabblt, Bus and The Centaur eve complementary uovels, each

deaitng with o diffevent sspect of ssn's seereh for grece. The thosls
alee seels to Jdemonutrzate thet Updike®s velipiove thinking, in
particslar, ie iden of grace, Lus beesn profoumdly offected by the
uritinge of the theologlen Earl Bavth,

Choptar ¥ desls with Updike’s early veliglous coneesns, partdes
wlavdy, the problem «f grece, snd exanmines la deteil the shors story
"pigeon Pesthars,® aed his £iest aovel Zhe Pesrhouvse Falr.

Chapter 1L exemines Hewry Anpetrem®s ceareh for grace fn Rabblt,

Run, and peeks to desonstrate his falluve to sehieve grace.

Chapter I1L exsuives The Centaur in dotail end trisa te show
chet deorge Caldwell atitadus o stabe of groce through his selfw
socrifice.

Chapgar IV provides some conclusione and attounpts to demoustrats

how the concerns examined lo this thesls ave paxt of Updike's metaphysical
amd avtistic visilen, avd to show bow thesy cousevss sve the basis fov

maeh of his othep worek,
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CHAPTER X

John Upddke writes sut of o Chyistisn ethon. He is gonceraed

®

with evenining the major thencs of buwen existedcer love, death, and

the search for & weanlng in Lifey these thames

glways operate in terms of a Chriss saplyeing,

alth the joericsn Protvestant widdle elasse ITun gn
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ioterview o Life sagasine,

e

Updike statad, iy subject is the swericen

L

Vroteatant sswll tovwn wlddie classe It 19 in the widdlos thap

2

eunbrenss clash, whawe asbigeity vestlossly veles. Sooething gquite

intricats snd flevow scours in humse, and 1t se o we without
L
-‘g@

deeubt worthwhile Lo enanine whot 4v 48,% Updike veltersted this

aongern in an Intery wheye he raporiaed ¢ %
;;‘:“

aeally congerned with the Protestant niddle class.™

wind of wele
Updike was valsed as & Lutheren, but has sivce jofued the

List chureb, He vopovia that bhe grew up in 8 fenlly

3%
Comgs

boag 353

where Lt was the practies to “exanlne everything for Dod®s €2

autoblograpbicsl abiempis to

Lrats snporienss.

3
Jone Howe rﬁp “Qwu a Hics Hovelist Pindish Pirse?® Life
{Hovwanbay éﬁ YTa6s
A
HWisw froe the Cateceube,” Time, XOU (dpwil 26, LU68Y, p. 67,
3

Jupe Howerd, “Hice Hovellst,” pe 76,



Undibe®s enrly short stories, sud his flpst novel, The Paovhogae
& # * A :
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Faiy, vepresent his flret atieupts te come o grips with the splvitual

problepe that he feels ave st the cove of man's existence, His early

e

oirvleun In all of his

g»a
e
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iathevaniss alffected bin grofoundly, and thiy

works 10 was uod wstil he was wriddng howaver, that

Found | Farths  Boargh confivsed

the buman situation. Io paviieulsr,
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in puch of whet he

%

Barth glavified for Updile an ides of grace. Orace fs Cod's

ot

fraely
m 3 *

bestowad plin of selvetion spd etevmal 1ifes Tt Zo mot something whicgh

oo be esrasd Chrough works, but 4o the result of 2 resl ssd vital

faithe  On the one band, wen faces sin aod sternal death.

grace; wan dies nebapherically, with Jesue Christ, sud Is rebowrn {nto a
state vhare adn and sterosl desth are se lenper poseiblldities, Barth

says that whew grace is achisved:

The totaliby of our buwan will and luvelligence, §u$d?m o
well es past, has been superseded by Lhe pre-oninent, ine
aad Lavisible power of our stervoal Sulurve existence, 7
FRaGH. &

P8 8 § P
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Grage Chen s the solution to slo and death whieh man wuet seal,

9.

but which pavadosically b cawast find chrough bis own efforis, beoauss

&r‘

grace belonge entlrely to God, snd He, in Bis fofieive mevey, dispensesn

48 don vevs nan gannet sndevetands

d

it fe an sbtespt o find grace, the
woky possible solution to dus

Ong of Updike's eavidest

%
faxd Bariiby
{Onfords Onford !

o by Bduwyn G
&%,




orcurs in bis sdeple and besutiful shory stovy “"Plgeon Yeatharvs,”™ Th
heve of the story, & voung boy named David, iz wudevgolng his first
ralipgious erdsine Mis swovemass of the wery real possibility of death

resolves itself inte an lustinctual seareh for grace, The woung David

of "Pigeon Festhers” has spent the fivst fourtesn vears of his 1life in

the simple scceptance of a Christioe upbringing. Sveryihing iv bis 1ife

B

has been splld and segure and he has nob sven copsidersd the possibility

i

of disbelief, The story begins with the fauily's novesent from the town
Lo the farme The concoslisnt gense of dislocatlion prepaves David for

the orisis that yesults fron his caseal reading of M, €, Walls® Ourline
: :

Historys Wells® casusl, historlcal sccount of Christ appalle David.

of

i indtial veaction i powerfuls

T% &@ wag the Initlsl dopact--fhat at o definite spot i
time and spage & braln black with the denial of Christ's
divinity had bees suffersd o existy that the wniverse had not
spit oul this Lall of tar bl aliowsd ig %w continue do Lbs
blaspheny, to grow old, win honeors, wear a hat, write books
that, if tyrue, collapsed sverything inte s 3 Shiﬁ of horroy, 5

AL this podnt, the vawning gap ﬁh@ ghvas of doubt openg bafors
¥ bl (] 2

e

e

David, aod he sttenpibs desperately teo close it and reburn to the suvety

P x

of older dayss He firvst exemines the shiective facts be has, Churches
snist, His attempt to find o foundation for Chrlist on the base of the

Y -

churebes whose basis iz Cheist is confounded by bis lack of historicel

hoovledps, He calls on the knows efffeacy of prayer, bub in ldight of

the cool sssursnce of Wells, becoses aware that all could be change.

5
Juhn Updike, ”? geon Peathers,” Pisson FPenthers (Creeweich,

Tounecbiouty Foaeeeti Pablications, mﬁg@tg@ﬁaawd, 196 3}5 Pe 36,
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vk elrounstances of

atands before him, a polpable

whsited by an enpel visloen of
wider than ymw by - dov sl

%

world fadl e w CBdme . Deagl

&

his

vigloe “Hithout werning,

desthis & leng hole In the groevnd, wo
el you ave de . the white faces

above reoede,” T wh dn many of his
atories death app iy ol couvssy 1s
the grave, but 1t fo alse sowething c8 klud of epptlness that
contlonally threatons,

The faileye of the extevnal clrouwsstances of his world Lo
wrovide a foundati bo his nexnt atbesphbs an

appeal Lo establlsbad orehedos

wisdlsber wha toaches
zolid proef: the stebawenis b
Eualey, will be epoughs Tha

ganadd  Tiavwial i

Ravyey

e He foree the
E 2% g % A geen Fodw P

his class sive hin some
i S 4 Sy e pwed 3

g wakes In ebureh ook Sunday, David

a8 gre oot gos

foss vhon fvavell arsu
baving bis olags 1311 o &
, and the s wuaith the T
R A &+ § S L Fikeha
to bedp Devid f41L v the anoysous b
indend, he iw nofs To Davidle
soul bokwesn the Sine of doakh and

i Fw
Iniday we 88
Liiidle p Pu LN
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Phavid, you might think of Heaven thls way: as the way bhe poodusss

Abyahan § bives afber hin.”  This answsr ls worse than ne
answor st all, pinge 1t confirms the pothingness of deati, and so David
rajoots Lo,

Davdd toras o the Bible, but bls sother discovers bls veading
ity and so he turns to her, as the other form of established orthodenys
¥ ¥ W

She affirms hey belisf in God as the crestor of all things, but when

&

Bavid aamﬁranta‘ha%,% 1 tha ghlldish ggxadaa of who created Sody she

L P
LA

roplics in v&uxamz ﬁ&a 7%&“3 Wy A fod created by wen
¥ ¥ &

ig not polng to sadk David from death, however, and he vojeects hev

anwwer, Srving to polnt oub to her that L she ig coyrech, then
i
i,

gvbrything is an “ocess of horror,”

. i
He goon realizes that he s aloas "in that desp hole,” and thet
ne one eae help hisw. - The wgﬁwayé @aﬁﬁpxavngiis of organized religion
wmakes him avars fhat @&m@@%ﬁé&, someons bad onee realined that sabe
minslon to death wvas untenable, and ehis helps bin eling to the shrads
of hape,
Wiz soluticn to hilz problem coves when he is asked by his wother

to kKill some of the plgeons that fofest the barn. David finds the

il

P
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4
Ibld, g Be %7,
A0
2 S . fute
N }.bi@ag e Qlﬁ%e
1%
Xia:i{h s Dw a4 %




£

*

arparlience exbilaratinp. He Rille sin snd when be emenines then before
ha buries them, be is convioeed of Gud’s eiistencs

gonpliicated patterns of shape and colour of thely feathevs, Ho

X

becones Yeserobed in this gerSeintyr that the Uod whe bad lavisghed
such eraft upon thess worthless birde would vot destroy this whole
12

Crostion by vefusing vo let David live foxever.” ia has evelved for

himeell the clessiesl srpussnt frowm design, and, tewpoverily, it is

P
ser
B

anorite a2 falls to see the irewy In the fact that he hes found hils

solution fn the peneeless killing of God's crestures. The plpeon, of

gourse, e o dove, and &m& tradittonsl syabol of the Holy Spivit, and

g
%

ap Bavid®s vietory le {llusery. He baes for himself an

ki

illusion of grace. The sams thewme, death, and ite alternative, grace,

wag later to becoms the gpround fov the nowels, Habble, Zup sud The

Lonkauts

The alternative bo the relipious pottern of doubt, fear and
cpane 18 & seduetive offor of nabterisl plenty o the here and now
B ¥ . 5

9

effared by bussnies. Huwmanisy denles the possiblliity of grases, and

o

e
@
E:3

in the nedewn wordd, the chlel esemy ef Gods IThe FYoorhouse Valv,

%

tpdike’s firet novel, pite » podless humanisw against irrvational feith,
and the failere of humsnise o offer anything of resl value iz eleavly
domonsteratedy
The aetion of the novel takes place in the near fubure at a

pourhouse on lbts one day of celebration, the day of ite falze, This

i)
} %ﬁia'mﬁﬂ i?g E&isq




B

pavtienlay setting allows fov the briaging together of two Americasg
the existing husanietic Averica of the vialtors and the old, findshed
dupriea of the fusates, The difference is helphtened by the main
chavacters. - Comer, the profect, lives in the future, constantly
prefiguring the ers to cone, and Hook, bhe oldest inmeta, lives do the
world of his ehildhood and so veflects not his owa America, bt his
parente®. In this way, tvo penerations sre added to the alyeady preal
streteh of vesrs that separate the two Aserices of the novels

It do in the continual vpposition of these two fwmericas that the
themaa of the novel sanifest thewselves, In alwest all vespects, the
odd foerica cones out babter. The evafissenshie of the old is supevior
Lo Lhe shoddy workemenship of the new. The sessinsful politlies of the

old are superior feo the vacuous euptiness of the new, The strony boads

of family of the old are auperior to the ewpty welationships of the new,

4y

o whieh the gast of old in the pocvhouse stand as eloouent testioony,
%, i

Above all, though, the rveligioes, spivitual strength of the old stavds

muperior to the supty, ilolwess bunanldn of the wew, snd 1% is this

3

guontrast that is the chief foous of the voval.

On the one handg Conner represents both the hope gnd the futility
of the foture. He is no paradox, as has been suggested by various
seitles, but S8, indecd, 8 sympathetic charscter. Stephen Comner i a
aodern 88, Stephen, facing both setaphordeslly aud, Iin fact, the stonas
of thoae who sisunderstend ov dou't shave his vislon, His vision is that

of wan living healthy and unalraid bensath blank skies, “inteprated” as



warhhs

There will be uo disaess. Theve will be no oppression,
politioal or ecomenic, boceuse the sdministvagion @f pONRY
Cwill e dn the hends of those who have so hunger for powar, but
whe are, vetharg dedicated Yo the cauze of all hemanity, T
will be apple lelsure for rvecrentionssss Leisurey mnd ne
Tarther waste of ustuvel vesourees, OCities will be plasned eund
clean. Vower will be drowe from the aton and foed fyow the
sesy  The land will veewver it topsells, The lifespan of the
human bodng will be docvensed to thet of the aniwale, that is,
ton Gines *i: e porind of growth to sabtuvityeess There will be
B POBTesws Honay oo will have vaniehodeses 18

The wmusde the band plays helps Conmer vo wisuelize the futures:
He eovisioned grows mes and woneng liphtly eled, plazing

gt he brililent sand of 3 ses shore, childess’s genesees

brown braask i@&niﬁg one pgainet ansther, sneng searves of

sverlasting cloth, %@ﬂﬁm%h the sune 15

What Comper visuallzes fs 2 Cablems, wob & wode of living. I
is & vague and acarly mystieal vislon of weukind becouss Olyaplan gods,
of the kind thal scismee Tleblon writevs love, bub it bears Little
veiationshlp o the wen of passion, flesh, and bleod who fohabic

Couner®s poorhousse

&

Conpuey shubs hls eves o the depressing if;sws:amaﬁ.ivg of his charges
. i

¥

Vhen the cat, an lujured snd decreplt snslesus to the old peonle of the

13 |
John Updike, The Poorbewse Vedy {(fresowich, Connectiounts
Fowgett Publications, INeovporaisds L0557, pe 47,
14
mgﬁiﬁég Pe 754
15

gg}*ﬁ&%a@ P %%?w
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poorhowss, is shoty the scund Ypleased the x@h@% ke &ﬂf&&f the fdealist,

anxious o sake ﬁ?&ﬂm £mr Lhe aﬁy&ﬁ&iii&a ﬁre&txaﬂw that Lo bis hesyt he
. Mw
Ealt sevbaln wﬁméa avize, once his @i@ ﬁh@pi& were gomee" |

he denles the humsaiby evideucad by age & and Impunding death, and cafuses
o ackeovledge that replacameuts for his old poople ave Taguorably
preparing thesselves to tabe ovar by the slaple supadient of stayiog
alives Uhen he resds over his letter from ®a.touwss pe he wonders
Yyhan would they all die sad Lot the husan day dawne”

fomper's bumanism fs sepby and thet ls clesvly deconstrated in

s,

the dlospery aod the action of the storye The fentesies of the Future
i@

that he coostrucbs ave “erystalline evecticns,” colear, bubt enpty. He
18
inmagines the asoaywous hieraveby above hinm se "black blank hesds”
s
Lo ¥

which hamg@g "ehe wlige walls of the vaiwverse.” He sees man
21

Living under "blank skies." e desiss the swotional and spiritusl

sewifestations thet could 311 i the blavks., To bin cupola, beth the

SHALG &hmv&.éﬁﬁ'ﬁh& gpace below nake hin weonfortable, In fack,

Comer's balisf in "ploskoess®™ Ls such that the thraat of railn on the

iay of the falr pesng Lo hin @ conment on his own works "The westhey

g&

i@i&ug Pe LT

Ihids, pe fbe
18

ibi&ag e lgé

g%i&og fre @?»
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%

of this ove day would bey he felty o Judgment on his works these psople,

,j:‘s G

S

hagving viedded all authority, looked beyond themselves for everylhinpe

4

sufficiput food, &dﬁﬁﬁ ¢ phalier, pod failr westher on thelv ons day of

profit snd eelebratione He would be blawed, end strangely £olt prepeved
. :

4
LY )

o apcept Che blame for foul shies.” It is pavt of Conner's wmakous
that he ghould, in some way, feel pedelike, in spite of the fagt that
e “rhought of no one as Cod” and vesented the podeliks pose of his
predesanser Hendalsobn,

The opposite of lonner le Mook, the waw of thought, An exeschood
teachar, he is devostly and fundamentally Cheistisn, The fomme of
Curdstisnity that be axpresses, like that of the Lutheven niuistew

Bruppenbseh o Habbit and the mindster iv 3f The Farw, is baeleally
¥ mea«a-’, MMWQ <

e
e

the thwelogléal stance of Kevi Darsh, Speaking Lo a viglitor sk the

Inivy Hook says, “Meke no wmistake. There fs Little atore of wirtue
23

Tef” This phrase, “sabe wo sleteke,” with the sbselute conviction

implisd, 4o an etho of Barth, who uvses 1t wany tines. In Zabbit, %un
¥ & B &\bxbx(&

2

Kpuppenbach tells Hecles, "ake no sistabe. Thers is nothing but Christ
24 ’

For use” Updike himself beginz bis poen “Soven Stansas at Taster” wi%&

pa)

the phvase “Hake no aisteke, 47 e voss at all, 1% was as Big body,’
¥ k) v B r &

22
E;E?i-ﬁ&; Fe 30
23
Myg P 1iie
L
John Updike, Rabbit, Bus (Gresawieh, Connecticuts Yewsett
Publicationg, Inesrporated, 1950}, pe L&3.

Joha Updike, “Seven Staszes at Tester,™ 5&?. ¢ The Carpentered
Han aod Teleshone Poles (Creewwioh, .;x,:%s.zsxm?:am@:* Faweatt Publications,
§ﬁ@@§?&?@§%ﬂg 1863Y 5 pe 164,
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and goes o dun 1t fo wmake s pevfectly Bavihlan snalyels of the resurpe

action of Cloist.

Hook, inhis evgument wigh ¢

¥

onner about religlon, wakes what is

4 % S’r%va <,

nsre g no
, ; 26
gpoodnessy without belief, Thers is nothing bub busypess.” He males,

for Updike a key velipglous distinction. He tells Commer,

#*

in hig own vernacular, the theologienl distinction betwesn faith and
workss Ooodoess, 1t is feplisd, is inseparsble from God's grase. The

‘best intentions wud the best attempts to do gond are hollow snd awpty

o

when they operate outslde the sphave of prace.

hy

Favl Bardh nakes the axplicls statemsnis Mo work, e Lo aost
£y ¥

dellcarely spivitual, or be 4T even & work of self uegetion, 1s

27
worthy of sevious attention.” The vofevence is to Rowmens 3127, “here
e boasting thes? LT Ls ezcluded, Dy whst law? OFf woerks? Nay: but
by the law of falth. Therefore we conciude that & man is juetified by
falvh without the desds of law,™ This alse appears te be a Justifie
eation of antinonlenisw, and is inportsat to the understanding of

8 later worlki in pavticular, Zebbit, Tun, Conner's vhole vision

and his work falls inte vhat iz, from a Clwistisn theological peint of
view, "works without faith,” Concer L& coneerued sbout the improvenent

of man in general and goes about his tesh with adnivable self-eacrifice

285,

aad Bomilityv. This heedility is, hovever, degeptive, "hur this is the
4 # % £ %

2

trdumaph of Pharisaisn eppeaving o a new and fav wmore tevrible Ffoem:

Hw
Updihe, The Poorhouse Falv, ps 81,
27
Rarl Yaveh, Fhe Eeistle to the Bowans, p. 191




fox ! lng the place of the Phavissiaw
&%
of gal sledon of death®™ vatheyr

Lhat the vigdon of it is destruciivas

it Lo dwpevtant te veiterate ab &m?a polet that in Updike®s

-

metaphysles the pure and fundemental Ood deseribed In Berth¥s theology
ip vory veals. e iz an operative Fovee, constitutiog and tabing pavt

in the univarse of the novels The Ood thet sends sloudy weather to the

faly ds th blvit snpetron’s dauphter to drown,

’a«tv

&

B

seve fod thal persits Ha
aund that woaches sut His haod and destveys the Congregationsl chureh

of Tarbox. In sach case, Sod wahes a jedgwent. In The Poorhbouns Falr,

the elouds and veale sve g direct denisl of Comner®s “black shies.”
Yhia very resl Cod has esbeblisbed what Darth ecalls o covenant

with mans  God perwits men en indspesdest veality, and offers hin the

poselblility of grace. Un hisz sdde, won Fulfills his pave of the

govenant through faith and through responsibility. Yhen son forfelis

aud his

&
s
2
&
]
g
R
£t
]
s
&r
4
=%

bie respopsibilivy snd his faith, be alese forfelts his
aibility of attaining grace,

Hook®s aotion of wivtue av “an susterity of the hunt. s seoliness
e ]

frow which cowes all life, so thet it can be written that the wonan
yéﬁ
tekon hey life frowm the men,” i1s sot werely an incidental position

that Hook provides, The winfstey 1o 9F The Farw, in o sernon whieh be
A AR A O

axpressly polnts out s based on the writisg of Yeyl Dorib, exasines the

A

2%
e
Updike, The Poorbouse Valr, pe Lil,
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story of Counesisy and fo portdenlar the eveation of woman fron the vib
of wmane  He sess wonan as, setaphorieslly, tabing her Life fron wman,
sinee she enists gs wman's “helpupet,™

Baveh points sutl

sowdhin L8 the peart of hinm which was lost and is found agaiiw
taben out of hime T fn yropor for her be be beside hiwme This
fo hoy buasaalty, and do this place and the congeguent fors 4%
is no less thas that of man but serpasses Lt fo a definlite and
deelsive respoct, sithough she surrenders and forfeles dv 4f
ahe tries to svchange it for that of wene 31

This is why Yook states thet, "Wonen ave the berces of desd

32 ‘ SR
Jands,” He sees thet in the dwerice of the novel, map has ceased Lo

fulfill his proper vole, and so wownsn, forced Lo veury man's place by

bis default, forfeivs hey homanily.
Hopks fundenental ioterpretation of virtus is balanced Ly
Updike’s obieative pescesment of the jwevicen visitors to the fair,

Heart had gone out of these peoplss  bealth wes the
prinegipal thing sbout the faees of the dwricsus that ew
erowding through the broken wall to the poortwuse fairs They
wers just people,; newbers of the vaee of white soinals that had
cast ito hewd over the lond of sin contivenis, ghly neursl,
brachyeephalic, unigualy able to oppose thelr thuobs te the
four othey digitss They bred withio elegant sottliwesnts, and
hoth burned and iunterzed thelr deads 33

%
23
FEER,

Lol

The reduction of the people to nothlisg nere than healthy saisels

31
Hard Savth, Chureh Domsatics, vols XTI part T, ode, Hove O W
Bromiey and Heve Te ¥ Torvance, trans. by Jo We Bdwavds, Beve O
Bussey and Rev, Haveld Enight (Bdinburghs Te and T Clawk, 19583, pe 300,
32
Updike, The Poorbouse Palr, pe Lile
33

Thide p He 1%,




is ageompanied by a debasement of the Amerlean ideal as well: “evepye
where was sufforance, good senss, wealth, lrreligion and peace. The
nation begame oue of plessure scekersi the people continued to live as
valls of a body do du the coffin for the conceptiuon “imeriea' had died
34
in thelr skulls. Updike's vision of the furure is a blesk ope, He
foresaes au Averica wheve the body politie is dead thouph the individeal
calls survive, The old viztues he foresess as disappearing and being.
raplaced with good health end 2 wpivitusl cwptiness, an, he suggests,
will losa big purpose in life, and woman will replace him as the
sontrelling one,  This unoustural state of aﬁﬁéﬁxs=will serve only to
debase both men and wamému foulaty %éﬁm@mﬁ humanistic sud graceless,
ite indlvidual nesbers find thewselves much less llkely te be in harmony

with dod,

-
Ibids s pe 1104
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HANRT THE FATLURE OF ORALE
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Joby Updike underwent g serlous velicions orisis dn 1960

while he was dn the aldst of writing JRabbit, M,  He zeports that his

sense of Sine passing affected him go strvomgly thet he felt “a sense

of horror That beneath this abin of brisht md axguindtely sculpted
i
phenoneng, death walis,”  Swch Ybright asd sxouwlsively sculpted

phanomens,” as the plpeon feathers that satisfied David in the

parlier stovy "PMigeon Feathers” served as po solsce for him. ¥

it

turned Lo the reading of theology snd o deeper exsmination of
Cheistian belie? in ovder oo try to find somstbing sellds In vetpo-

spact, Updike save of thie perioed of bis ziﬁg

’ﬁ

1%ve touched a kind of botbon when TVve falb %a&ﬁ
eulgtence itsell was an affront to be forpiven, $'ve fali dn
wyself and in those avousd se 2 fallure of sorve--g seuse of

as&hﬁ as oo the worth of any action. AL such tives one has
wothing but the sneiont assevid G gl Shrigtianity o plve one
the will to aect, even if the set i ouly the briaging in of
the milk bottles off the Sront popeh. &

e was the “ascient sssertions of Chrlstianicy,” particularly

o3

as peresived by the theologlan Karl Barth thet sustolasd Updike during

this difficuls pevied, Updike states Y...0avis®s theclogy, at one polint

-
i)

Wiew frewm the Cataconbs,"” Time, A0 (April 26, 1968}, p. 67,
2

Jone Howard, "Can a flee Hovelist Fluish Plese?™ Life
{Rovunber &, 19663, pe 78.




3
o
i my Life, seemed alone to be supporiing it (oy 1ife) .

It is net surprising t&gnﬁ that Updike's work is particulariy
vonceyned with the metter of grace, and thst his novel should work et
in terms of Kavl Barth¥s theolegy. Updike's private concerns about
the nature of greee and the accsptance of death Find thelr artistic

exprassion Lu Rabbit, Tun, and The Gentsvr, the vovel which

§ :

AL

Immediately followed, Rebbit, Pus exsmines the problem of mants

axistencs) The Centaur provides s paviial answer to 1t

R LR R

T epder Lo gain g olsar v

&

S

mderstanding of the partleular hing
of Uhristian athos out of which Robblit, fus operates, 1t is necessary
to understand something of the theology of Rarl Bavthe Sarth was a
nao-orthodoxr @hﬁélﬁgiﬁﬁ; He reprasents the sxbtrens conservative
movement in twentleth century Christlen theolegy, the oppesite pole teo
Paul Tillich's Llideral, humanistic metaphysics it is Barel’s view
that the only thimg that raason can prove sbout Cod is that it ls
absurd mot Lo %aiiava‘im Him, Beyond Lhet, fed iz “wholly other,” s
deity that man can kﬁ@# wothlng about. Barth evew goes o far as fo
exanine Bte Anselm’s ontelogical srgument and conclude that 1t is not
intended to prove the existencs of Code

Throughout Bareh's theology, he constautly redterates his ides
that man must say "ne’ to any anthyopocentyic myth, eny idea of Cod

5

Lhat depends oo nan, and gay “yes® to the Uod of vevelation., In fact,

3 \
John Updike, "Forward,” Assorted Prose (Greenwich,
Comenticuts Faweett Publications, Incoyrporated, 1562}, pe 21,




he states guite gleaviy, that the ouly way we can kaow asyihing about

fud de threugh revelaitlong and hen e Chvough the Bible, Thiz caanor

be done dndividually bowever, Barth, like Bubsr, Lelleves in the

£7%
il
i"«,

apevtasce of the ladividual¥s encounter with

¥ s but, wnlike Buber,
his theolopy is evengulicsl, and demmnds & commnity of worsbips Han
guts to Sed threagh the chureh and mot by hlmself,

His poncept of grace, sz Updike polated out in 2 yevisw of ose
of bis books, is nearly antinomiss. Thet is, 4F one hes falth in
Ohrist, be de free fres the oblization to obey the moval law gs sel
forth in the 0ld Testoments Thie freedem i, however, as Updike

demensirates Ruan, o doublseadped gword. Froegden o fresdowm

for Cod, vot freedon fyom God. A nature that is noble will act
TRy UGS
meraily, because 1t will be opevating acecrding o Sod's will. If that

ngture la not completely woble, however, even with faith, 1t is doosed

to an abzolute and bewildeving fresdos.  Tarth savs, YS8in as an
ihernatdve Lo wot snticlpated or dncluded dn the freedon glven to

I X gy iy 5 4 y 1 s . W i oy . 4 5 $

mun by Oodsses  Sinful mao ie nob free, he fo 8 capbive, a alave.®

The freadoxn to aln oakes pan Y.een oranty

bopetiaen by bls own pride, s o laziness

aav, freeden frow bthe soral law wgy nat bo scen as
5 B * i

?
&

sine  Barth diwouasion of slo in his ihe Enietle to ghe Tomans

g&
Rarl Barthy, The Dumsaltv of Ood (Rdchoond, Yirgindas Jolw
fnen Preas, L900%, e s
% :
XV 1 T &
Thide, pe Tha
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Slasolution of
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and agndng

7

as @inners,”

To ballees, boweesy, that swaos and rosiday
Lhat ity for Inetanee, dz juetifiled iv his sin becsuse his scorch
for meaning ot Cod ile valid and riant, iz to fall inte wrvor,
Birres PR et Ly vt st £ - . F ¥ mab ey
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g

Lhare would then be g oloar

to sontlone in aln that grace sey abound, By this ressond
Tesendn, wiich in Sod's sipht withers ss soon s LU appesrs and

vanishey In axtrosion syl desfy

npho

cmang, an lastrosest; e aprd
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Havl Barth,
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suggaating that 4% i wan wh

o

To do this,

wiswy to which Undile vapeatedly

The harvo, Rabbit himself,

magture charseiar, This doss ot

evigis, howsver. As Kiarkesaard

irrational oy bayond vosson,

tation, sud so suyons from a

penius is aligible for sepirvitesl

between wens  Harl Barth save:

i the basis
of avery humen
minovable, en one Go vhos

Sod ds Tether, snd we bave to deasl

assumption, 19

rarasbays

tpdikals main

aharaaters, Uodike saye:

1t

The ddea of o hove i aristocrabic,

avarvens, L1

t’,‘»

Yo e Bt o Fad gn
Eabbit, as his silchkname

fesls wmore than he thinks, de

dotrosnection desonstrates his

A¥]
Barily,

thounh, is to denwy the strist

han

simple whild o & wise

of the aternal ua&% af &
bedyng, even the o

B2 BH

bave faded, moe have Leroes.
Hamlet because they wers nohle and vou
How sither nobady is o hers

el 8
i3 net an sriieniate

ehiom gy

mand by of Ood, pe

Jane Howard, "Gan o
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i not & pavtienlarly intelligent ov
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in any way dovalidste bis
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angd sophlsticated
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feels and intults. He respouds to stiseli snd be
a8 no shetractions. Throughout the novel, his
wind of solutien to his crisis iz centersd on se

vunning, playing gases, pardening or maklng love,

Updike intvoduces HRubbit, lun

"Phe wotions of grace, the bardeess of the heavty external
12
eirvounnbances.”  This 1s not a comment on the action of the novel,

vather o definlvion of ¢ i@m“i te of the novels

soehs stinulus.

abienpt to fiod sons

sual experiences

Rabbls fvantlceally seeks, though he connel trace 118 notious,

&8 g

with & guotation fyom Pascal:

napdness of the bears s the awareness of sin that Rabbit feels.

Zxternal clroumegtances rapresent the soclety in which Rabbig

andy iu fact, all the actien outside of Habbili,

Rabbit, Yua s pripavily a reliplous story.

It deals

traditional veliglous guast, the attenpt to find cweaning in life,

4.

Rabbit pives the oleavest explanstion in his discussion with

minlater Hecles. Mo says:

Well, © don't koow all this gbout thewlogy
you. L odo feal, T muses, that &ww&w&wr@ baaly

gestures @%L%&Ké at the soenetys Wy are

&

daveloppent thie side of the golf ewuxgaﬁ half woody b

the

alf

brick, ong-and-g-hslf stovies in little, flat aalléaz@&
yards with ¢ricvalss and spindly thraseyear-old trees, the
un~grandest lasdecape iu the world--there's something that

wanks we o Fiad i¢, 13

The "something thet wants ne to find g%

S
fad

Jutn Updike d%%lt‘* lun {Cyasnwich, Coma
Publications, 3nanvpcr&t el g dsﬁ}w oe Fe
i3
lﬁiﬁny e 3&?4

asotiouty

Pavpeby

WY
He

with ¢he

sy but IY1L cell
d sll thiseehe
waﬁs aig the housiag

appears Lo he gract.

B
$ost
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A

ive snd siopiistic as Rebhit®s theolosy dsy v affecr upoy him of

aa powerfel ap 1t wenld be 1F he were o thes!

short etory "Ace In the Hole™ from o Door treats s

prohlen of Babbde, Bun dn sapsuls forms  Ace Ande hawing lost

b S VN A At

%)

) gt -
dyran vaces with g bid

et

e ok, lavesly due to Juweenils ingtrans

=

in o2 Y52 Postiac, evsuing with his Ygood sateredly acvess the litgle

v of vears that sepavaged thom” This YLittle szap of resvs,”

powever, 1s enough vo have brooght s e & kind of sngebt thal gauses

2]

bim Lrvesponedbly o gsit his jobe The wyoulh ip the other war beglus

akdday about his pest ae g high

canght up dn fantesy, he lesvas his ecav ot bis mother®s and runs home,
bacsuse Yhis old cosch, Rob Gehn, used fo say never to ride where vou
L5

sould walke™ AL homa he ovans & beery, worvies shout baddness

and eatehes a gli

s of past glory dn & sporis vege vefevence o b

okd basketball seoving revord, an hie wife comes bome the gonbins

ation of euphoria sed pawle bhat has developa
sodapendencs by guitting % boving Iob, sroviag !

a kid dn o drag vace, asd vagainis

#

his neme In Che newspaper, reaches 1t oilinan.

and dences with his wife, and suddenly “he seensd te be great apgaing

and all the other kids were around

in g ring, clappling

Jolw Updike, "Ace dn the Yole,” The Sase Door {(fresuvich,
Lormaobiouks ?& oetty Publicstions, iwn&xguv&uaag 1859y pe 20
e
ibida, pe 4is

VAR
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L6
mae ™

Updike bas vefersed Lo dancing es the ounly soelally scceptable
forn of sezusel ﬁm&&x@@&r&@@i?&@ﬁ dee’s deuce with hie wife 4o cleswly
anothar sthaspt to prove his vipilicy and theveby deny thset bhe is
sglng, and that death is approaching, Updike constantly reiterabes
the theme that msen denies denth by teking pert in the 1ife cresting
| progess of sex. Lo this short stery, 486, who 18 literaily "in the
tole,” is able womentavily to eocape his fesr. Updike does net,
however, asccopt this sstaps as & valid anaver Ce the problem of death,

and a part of Rabbiv, Run i intended specifically te denonsteste the

1liupocy natuve of this sssver,

Havry "Rabbit™ Avgutvom, a8 his nave puggeets (Angabromeestbraen
of anwlety), le, like Ace Avdorson, at ¢ pevied of snmiety. Like Ace,
he le an er-bascketball beve, growing eold with ne apperest puwpose to
hie iife., Heoe rocaptures his post through the puper. Rabbis
rocapiures his by playing on o sandliet with aome boys. Each vekurans
to o wife whe fails to undevstand what i bappeniag. Ace’a stovy
@i, wymkaiﬁa@i&yglﬁm the dascey Rebbit's just beglus.

& pomber of muteally contradictury foress war withio Rabbit,

The priwewy one io a kind of salws-sros, & 1ife foree, of the kind thet

16
bides P 27,
7
Alles Hawileon and Kewnsth Hewilten, Jobm Updike: & Critical

Essay, Contemporary Writevs in Christisn Verspective, td., Redarick
Jellenn (Orsnd Bepldss Williew B. Yevdmans, 1968), po 33




e foree, shared by

ne {Hanenaenning) of Counles
wdl weny bBud bigbly developed ip Babbit, ls wenifested in his

sensuality, his senuslity asd hls ereative urge. Oo the one hand, it

inads his iobo eversore desperats sexusl spoounberss

.8
i

provides the gontentment that he fiads in his gevdening

4
s

e Lov @& folding the hosd yidpe n% erushs of soil gver
the seeds. Sealed, they coase to be hise The simplicity.
1 hlmmeadd ‘&iﬁﬁd

%’; & i:&%ﬁ

%—h

Setting vid wf aometiiing by glviy
into the tiany adamnnb struelures. iw

thoere ig poace, It contrassts sharply to the violenes and

o

rate segenty with which he gpreeds hils own

Smith fe wost seutely sware of Rabbit®s peeuliar povers

Bhe sums 1t upt  "Phetls ubat you heve, Harry: 1ife. It%z a atrang

T koow itz the

pife and T don®t kpow how we'n

suly gift we get and i%s a
Hey swsesanent of the 1ife feorce as o poud gife dg faler encugh

sanayal Barn guous thing.

iy but in Babblt Is o owoeh noeve

4

Oompdicationg and auplifying this life

ibs epposite, desths
avtlovlate his fear of death, Instemd, L4 appearsz in the w@y &Wa* i

hls ows skin®  and

geas the world. He feols u&&&ui Fy

Hung pe 213

_ i idue Do 187,
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Buth veeognises that “he 3
he sess that the world €

fivet vwlalon of Janlow is

koeps thinking of her s
about Jandee is the fast

)

approaching doath,

Hipwn bher bhalv b
forehead, he heaps

of |

snd luasevable,

wrinkles and shing

This vis

first wipght with Bugb.

aglag that he sees mosl

secanid to his bowrer her face begins to slide, the

shald vader 1e."

Fd " . 5 _‘s
ion of &
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st Llved 1o bis shin®™
nak surrouwnds bis 4
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saglution reaat
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Ly

Rebbit dyosng

slesrly in her de distilled o an

g in divsoleplon

Bhar haly has

ek Foom
fealing of her belsg
way e towasd deepey

ul Jant

o

-]

DY
&

AL bhe sase tine,

{ay

thivned, so be
ving that frightens him

gibly srowing elder,

shdiay
bpdobla,

har

point afier the
cay, and Lhe procuss of
CRBBNCE 4

5 L of on
skin to

siip slowly frowm the bone, just more meltlng stuff wndernesths

Hle cups his hands with the idea of catehing it and patiling iv

backy as it dedips iz Joops fnto his palus. The alv tuyns

white with what 1z his own soeressn. &4

The thivd major fovee io Rabbit is his swercomss of an unseen
wordds His faith in God is deep and inetinctive, though it 4is sot

something that bhe
pakches slivpses

him dn tvassactions wit

can artieulate,

&

vasess world, aoad nost

UL &
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el

These,y theny sre the warrioep elesesgst a prival 1ife forvee

wiich nanifeets iteelf g & selfieh epo and 2 powerful sewusl drive,

£

fear of impendiog death, aod an instinctive bel

Tt

a af du Cods They

ara the basie slements of spivitusl erisis. Life wavs with desth,

and the only fovesesable resplutlon is thely veconeilistion in terms of

7

Uod's grade.

When the novel begins, the stoage is set for Rabbit's spivitual

erisis, Rabblt had been g high Séhﬁﬁl‘bﬁﬁkﬁﬁbﬁig hero, bug now
demonstrates HapgiPeel fruit and vegetable peclers in depariwent
shoves, He is married snd has o son. His Life appoays to have settled
dovn o a Jull and ordinary voutine.

On bls way home from work one day dn Haveh, Habbit stops o pla

basketball on a back lot with sowme vonag boyse  His problem i

sounded lmmediately. "He stands theye thinking, the kids keep comin
25

k1

thay keap crowding you up. &g he playvs with the kide, he vecapluves

sone of the exeitewent of his youth during o tine when the gane pave

le iife some kRind of focus and meaning, That old stretched-lonther

faal

o

feeling nakes his whole bedy po taub, glves his avms winpgs., It

25

Like he's veaching down through vears te touch this tauntoess,."
W b

Thlz monentary vecapburing of bis youdh touches ofF ¢ series of

¥

events, Rabblt becouwss awsre of the new stirriogs of life that the

gpring brings. “The wonth fs Mareb., Toue mekes the alr light. Things

25
Ezﬁfié#g e 7
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chrough sour afteoinobs the Ffresh chenes in

abart anewr Rebbit tastes
A7
the 8iveses” Ha throws away his elpgavettes and vaue home, esughi up
% 3
da the spirit of renswal. Thers, he iz confronted by 2 swall wessy
& -] F
apartnent and & wife whe is dronk, aging, sud woabtractive
& N

46 this moment, Rebbit becowes awave that he is trapped, awd

fuat there s wo way oub. Hie swareness thet he is csught s

symbedized dn the net-like images thet rveour throughout the novel,

Gabblt feels that "the cuntiouval crissorossis ny megaw-alines to his baek
28 25 .
Iike o tlghtening net,” and he Ysenses that he is in 2 tras.”
4 iy ] &
On thds inpetus, Rabbit seis out on bl odyssey. He gots into
his canyr and detemminoes to dpive soulli fo the Gulf of Yexico., e

cannol aBgape, howevere since whai he Is Lleelng ds wot a plage bk his

cwn humanitye On his way "the growing cosplexity of lights threstens
30

s o o w " E T R P S T T N v e
blwme  He do being draws fote Philadelphis.” He eseapes, but "He

dogsn't drive flve miiﬁﬁ bafore this aﬁﬁ boglos to feel like & pavt

Bems

of the sane tyap. Yo matbler wheve he goes, "the furthey he drives

Ckhe more be feels some pyest confusad syebes, beltisors now lostead

47
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T land wefusss Lo chauge its

e

S %N o Te i En S sy o AT o T ¥ pe
of Philadalphls, reaching for s

poenerys  Dverywheore looks like Hi. Judge. "8t the upper edge of bhis

headbipght beans the unebed tres bwigs
33
net soewns thdoker nowe” Labbit decides to return and ghecks The

ke the gsame nele  Indesd, the

roud wene The names melt sway and b soes the pap as a whole, & ust
" ¥ k-]
all thoze wed Lines and blue lines and stars, o ueb he is somevhere
34
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suaht it R paturcs o Mb. Judse sod slsens in hile
Eord &

B

*

sehind in this place as 2 neb o

Pt
fare]

o

@ Lot
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Yo fesls the faded alght
telephone calles and hasty Yrips, tralls of {ears sod striags of wovde,

Tt

skite worried thresds, shettled sthrough the oight and new fade

stlll existent, an invisible net overlaying the stesp streets and in

hose gonber he lles seoure In his immk&{ srhadowed

The journsy de eiveular. Babbilt ds back vhere he started; snd

atill trappeds ALL he has galved on his trip s an enipmatie

o

3 %

conment Trom a raval pes station atbendange—cum-philosophar, "he

o

ouly way Lo get sonswhers, vou kEnow, is o ut where voulre
36 - e
golng before you go there,” Habbit Tesls that Meeeit misped

polot sud yet there i alwaye the chases that Jiptle as 1t is,
; 37 :
it is everything.” The philow *g§y can offer very Little to Babid

34
35
;Xhiévg pe 3Za
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however. He does son koow wheve he ds gelug, aud 48 be wers able to

%

wake the decision gbout where to go, then he would not bave his
PR bl
Fo an duberview, Updike polnted out fhab Dabidb, Run says
Moame os b tuyw Inoey wrgent whispers, bube-tha soclal fabric collapses
a%
murderonsly,” The Pyeo® quality of Rebbit¥s response to his

situation lg revealed when be returne frew his tvrdp and beglns to

fael suilty. “Buk now these paflenes, sha

k3
apent, and deepey instincte flood forwand ighte™

g
5
&
frard
7
&
1
m
52

we his doddvidual agy do opposifion to aeveryvihing elee. It
iw this affirsation of the self, that hae led mowe ¢rvities lnto seslapy

wit¥s gelfishoess

e

b

¥t

wbble as a kind of latter day salnte They justify Xa
an Ghe necessayy wpreveguwisite for g spivitual Life, snd diseount e
sage he doss on fhe grounds that the people he sffects are eo
insenaitive thet they deserve no wove. ALl the weans are justified by
the euda.

tule dg, of course, a kind of lay versilon of absoluts antinome
iondawe. Yhe seaveh for "meanisog in 1ife,” {the nenerelipleus egquivalent
of the ssavch for grace), sotv the fodividual above the meed foy ethicsl

action and vesponsibilisy (fhe ponevelipious eguivalent of the woral lewd.

The wovel, however, does aot Juatily this view, Rabbit stepw outelds

38

4 Y., o, & " ¢ o FE R B S 2
Charies Yhowmas Banvels, "ihe Avt of Pletlen: Jolm Updike,’
968}, pe 100,

i

Parie Bevisw, ALV {Wintery 18
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the porsl lawy buk uething Io the novel sapgosts Lhat bis sction
valid, ov worthy of approval,
Rabbit ds reliploug. Vsdike makes €his clsay from the start,

shatesr o television ss he

tha Mougs

Babblt and Janlce wateh J
srovides a pletivudiomes Littlie sermon aboul our Opdegiven talsnbts aod

abbit end Jenioe¥s veactions vevesl

Sl nend Lo kuow ourselves,

thelr naive valizleus falth, “Janilce and Habbit becowe uvnnabturally
A%
&0

stidiy both sre Christians, Tod's name wakes thenm feel gilee”

TE s Fom Yo o 4 1 . g v o T ¥ s eyt y 4 S R i g s gl i
Tabbil later tells Butbh thetr be welleves in Cod snd reaff
- 0 % e ry e o e R S e EY F o g P v A
divh Beoles the sawe day. He ls awars of

an wnaatn world, of whieh church golng ie only one of Lhe manifeat-

"hedr clothes, they put on thely best oletbes: he olis

ationgs

v.

the cthought glddilyy it sesws s visual proof of the wasesn world,”

i

Uhen he leooks over Drewer fyowm the mpuntain, he has o clear

wision of vhe religious situation, "His day has besn bothered by Gods

Hubl pecklng, Eveles blinkioge-why 434 they teach vou sugh things 412

bare, that i€ there is

av one balieved then? 1L zesms plalng standing

this floor there Lo @ cedling, thet the Lrue speee fv which we live ds

4
T { N B 6 38
BPWREG SPElE,

Une of the wayse o which Babbly attempts to yeconcile bils

affivoation of his apo, (the fedividuel projaction of the sulus-syos
:

Thide . pe 12,
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%
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Ja gy PR - VL S A iy aend & b
rhat noves men) with hils spleitual

ist of dry tal

af owy seeall

in Babble, Dun as well,
Lo e

v Pdme nagesine, Updike

koaround about love

by, he ssld vecsntle,

gvaryday Life, attespis to find it

Hatn e

religlous vl

b4

collecting the sseds

b

5

the seed she

gensualdty of the act, the esperionce

but splritual. Nabbit fedghis

BRHTACR

vielesss. Instead, it 4z her hesrt he wanite to prind inte L

to confort hoy conplately.

n.

diaplivagm, b

strest,” The pavtiewlar Tehis,

Bibliical Bothe YWe lsagine the B3

ugde To bagln with,

Z

i

3 [

pathers evothey kind of seed, bub

gathers aoboedy else w

ike wakes Lt clear, thas

in ds wot physieal longd

43

1%

anause e wenls anothls

“x aw fyom the Untaconbs,

Pl
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Ihdday pe B3

yapraings L2 through sox. In an

o

PO E i e e i, o0 $ on en
comented on Uouoles, “There’s a

ansd sex

LA

v and asky Is 1 entbrely to be wisghed fox'

Yo Fivst wight with Buth

B

g
B deal

is

sl e

Lhouagt

ens Ruth wi

T thought I i
Fi

-
balag

Xesd
]
=
‘::i
s
=
Yoirs

banenes a kind of cuagie

by avalogys ey her o the

PO T
ganw the

Tabhit, wuble to Flod spdritealivy dn §

TEh this Puth, Rabbiy enters

sonehos he ooy ground

1

the

Yuth as @ solliiayy glesner,

that pe ous else wants. This Rulh, a prostiiule,

&3 iuolated as tbhe flrvst and

b Rabbit del

that he wants is net physical

th bhe dntensity of his fivet

g, bowever, that wotivates this

& hhat

&3

Nty e D3

in et patural Invalw

£ 4

{f&k

He rafeses o allow hay to weay 2

in ble



Piuslly, he wate a
way symbolically i

3

affaly te the sechasical,

3 & v o o e oy e s Loy ahan ] ¥ i v o S
He iuslste thet she be cabed, end even romoves hey vinge

woup fvewm hey face, in this
Thoush Peih stiempie Lo reduge $he

i

W 2 o % B e gt o g Sy g
rendats, “crying oul spainst hey

maatheriog throst ghat 1t L5 ool ber croteh be waoks, a0t the
4%
paehiines but hey, her”
The vitoal tekes place agadnst the backpround of & chureh

whodaw anrons Lhe way.

burning, aod this clreis

mdg in

bt a hole pusshed

&

y undermsabive

1

Ploson Yoabhers

N shern, bhe hero

bebind ius rose windovw are loft

&
g

of rod and purple and gold seess lu the gity

vaality to show the abstract bvilliapce

n the short stery "Wife Woolng,” from

thinks of the pevchoelopist's theovy of

stained gless windowe, "They say vose windows in gathedrals ave
%%
vaginad symbols.” Aeainat this synbol whieh coutaluns the sexual and
&%
pha religlous, “¥e wakes love to hor se be would to his wife"

The enperiencs, howsrer, is nol o sucouss., Habbit has pulled
the blind to shut the clureh sut of the voows Altevvards, he feels
devveanad and dresw synbolizes his pullty vesponse, The whive
gapillaries in the dee le snothey resinder of the ned that bDinde hlm,

Ty

Wi
omnectionts ﬁuwﬁ@%g ?m&l

(o
?3%’:%2} .

fo Yooing,” Plpeon Feavhaye
inations, Incorporated, 1

vagnwioh,
ﬂg uife

&
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33

The wivd whose flesh nelis and disselves dewonstraves that the flesb
will oot doe The subconsclous mivd iz clearly sware of the hovroy asod
the alny the couscious wind vespesds with 2 childlike pravere "Help

s Cheist. FPorplive me, Tobe me deown he waye #

T
B

less Buth, Jundow,

2

Kolson, wy sothor and fathev, Mre avd Hys. Springer, and the wnborn
N1E
baby, Yorgive Tothare apd 21l the otherse Auen”

Rabbity flads une salvetion in this sensualivy, sud hls sbtowpts
beeone progressively wove seifish and debased, The affaly with futh
anda, when, just before he returns te Janice, he inslsts she cousit
fallatice. The senmusality heve fa puyely selfishe Habbly pells Buth,
U omeed £0 goe you on your konees.”  ¥ron this, he moves Lo

32
wasturbation, the solitavy sex esperience, aud to the final
subarrassing attenpt that destrovs the resoneilistion with Jenlce
whan, shortly afser she returng frow the wepltal, he lnsists thaet
she suifay through & pewvevelen of lulercourse that ls et this poing
1iesie wove bhen avobber Yind of axerebory fusction fow Babbit.
Rebbit abtenpts bo trace the woblone of grace, and thevaby te

Fivd vhe sopebhing thet waobs him to find L%, et becsusw of the
& ¥

hardoess of bis hearn, the swerveness of aln which he vefuses to

explots oy even adeit, 211 bis paths ave bilod alleve. Having stepped

&3

3

sy
e

ot

Thide . e TTu
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froe from the pet of eirvcusstances snd husen relationships thag

averywhere Chrestens to surround him, be fesls neaver to the discovery
33
af pracs. When he escapes the ilittle hooks and seares®  of Wis

firet encounter with Feeles he is esultant. "Hovey geins at this cep,

and walks along the povement with his stonnch sf
54

world just can’t tough you," Later, he wehes this & philosephical

Fanmy, the

position when he tells Auth, "If vou have the guis to be voursealfe ..
55
other paople'll pay vour price.”

%

This freedom of Rabbin®s is av 1llusion, howaver. Rabbit has

&

g

secoue Barth's unfree man, “a ereagure of chaos, & monster begotten
5%
by hig own pride” The absolute freedom that Rabbit felt when he

stavved on his Crip bucawe o civeulaer path thet led hiw back to wis
astarting polnt. His sexusl ewperimentaticn was debasing and selfe
defeatinge The other fyeely choszen attespts to find weaning were

equally abovsive. In the worsl sulverse of Sabbit, Mun, contyolled

o8,

a8 Lt appears to be by & Darelden Ywholly other™ Ood, frsedon comas
oiady out of God and the velationships that be has decresds Fresdoen
fron this God meens slavery te the passions and whinms, the lnner

shisperings that affivm the ego snd destroy the soeial fabrie. The

¥

53
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54
Ihidg &y e 849 @

55
56
Barth, Humanity of fod, pe 76



3
$%

P

pat bhat captures him bhegonmes oot the exterosl sirousstances that

surreusd himg but the busen passions that Dapel hix on bis freitless

ol glvoulary run

bit veturns fyrow hie frultless vide, he turns to the

sapecte of the oxternal oirvcunsianges that bhave so Loy given hlw the

o,

srostest divection, These gre hiz old school teacher and bis sothers

37

Gabbis hinks "Hext Lo sether Tothere had the wost forse” Thay
A AR SRS .

were She shaplog slemesty of his youth and so be spaln tures Lo Chee

Tothero (a pun oun taughtebevel i fas giwam Rebblt the cyredo by

s

4

wﬁk
b4

,

which be ldves. "fou can¥t nun enough m* Babblt discovers, thoug

phat the anewers his old woach can give aye uneve plavivudes, They

were adequate for the young Rabbilt, when s bashketball beop could

serve as the witimate end, snd aging and death were nlsty coweapts for

an undefinsd fulure, but Chey will wot do for the older Rabble in
5%
spieitual grinis, Ststesents like: "you can’t nebe sood out of bad,”
&
aud %

,m} 5{#

ik of "the sacvedness of achievenent™  and Ythe greatey gene of
i

1AEe"™ are inadsquate in vhely mesninglessness. Az well, Tothera's

57
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won parverted sensualivy disgusts Rabbit,
Rabbit's mether can offer oo more, Harry loves his wother,

a strong, dominsnt woman, aud "Lt worriss hin at Simes that she

[Janice] does nob sesw to love her sother,” Whaen he goes to hey she
defeonds hdmy bub she 15 g nothey defending her son fyowm predatory

fasalesy attenpiing to veduce bis freedow cnce wore, asd Sabbdi rejects
wre She lessens Rebbit’s son iv his own eyes by polating out that he
has swall havds, He is aweve Lhat sbe weuts Lo pull down all of
Gabbit’s structures end make biw a child again
Itts ag if she wants to pull down everything, even if ft

falls on her, And he sdedves this, hep wz%l&my&&%g to have

him bate hey, so long as he gebts her messags, But he rejecte

her message, be feela b problng ab his heart and vejects

1e, &3

Just as Rebbis's sensuslity and his hwman relationships falled
himy 8¢ do the seclal lmstitutions fall, His vwarrispge con offer vething
e sustain hdam io hles erisls, becsuse his wife, Jasics, is as selfish
as he iz, and as unsble o gewunleste with him as he Is with bav.
His job, selling MagiPeel peelarw, operaticg ss & sort of cigous
barker, can offer even less. His veliglon, the one thilag that should
sustain hlm, can do no more than these,

Beelen (s play of vords on “scclesissticeal™) is Habbit's wife's

@

pastors e scos helpling Rabbli as s part of bis role and attespts to
sffer a sort of theclogieal strength. Unforiunately, his own theslogy

is me watared dowsn that he san't offer very much. At any rvabe, there is

2

63
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a ometual attractiong and what cossclous bhianking Rabblt dees is in

vesponse to Lecles® abtowpts to veturn hin to vesponsibilitye

a

Eseles flads Rebbit abiractive for weeh the saws roason thag

E

Roth does aad that Myse. Smith does. Hebh tells Rabbit she likes hlm

Woausa vou heven't plven up, Toause du your stupdd way vou're spild
b4

Plghtinge®

we Sumith vocopnizes Rabbit’s sttractivensss as "ohe
65

BAX Pobifes” Habbit himaelf Iz sware of this offsct he bas on
wife of 3ife Rabbit himeelf s aware of this effscer he bhes

o
i

pibers ang vowsals 1t dn g conversation with ¥uth when she wvouders why

people fike hims "I'm o wystie,” he says. L glve people falth,”

feeies has told binm Ghis, snd cryptic theough the ststement may bey I8

doss contain the tvuth. If is Rabbit®s andlus, his driving forcs and

I

bip vefusel to subnii to clrcuwsiances that mebes bhdw sppeal to
otharse His awarences of something beyend thet wants binm to find Lo,
ary in sther words, his despevete seaveh fov grace, comsunleates
ireelf as e spivitual fovee, audy iv Becles® words, "gives people
faten®

Rabbit is aware, 4t lewst dn purty thet findiap ae suswer bo his
guast would destroy thds forses Duping Wls flrst eacounter with

ae L' nel metsre, that's one

Becles, he saye, "I you're telling

shing T dente crye over since as far as I can nebe out, it%s the swne

64
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Cthing s belay dead,”
346

Spesking of 2 sinllor kiud of destruckion of Zoree in Couples,

Updilke comnents thet afier God has desiroved the chureh and Piet

Havena (Honemaw~anina) $s fres fvowm God asd his weligleus concewnu, he

o

Cdine netapboricallv. THe bocouss sersly o smee in the last paragvaphi
he becomss o sablefisd pevson, and in 2 gsence dies. In othey words, a
pevgon whe has what he wants, a sabisfied purson, a contant perse,

A . &8
cogses to be 8 porsens ofalles Aas 48 nu ape” The pavadoz of
grace is thet Lt demands a metapbovic deabhe & certeln anount of the
soveredpnty and indepandence of the ladividual sge nest be glven upe
This de the kind of surrender thet Usldwoll makes In fhe Centesy.

It should sob be confused with the hind of resipastion Lo sin thet

geeurs 4n Jouples when God destroye the chureh. 4% auwy rabe, §

e g

caupht In a hind of t&ngi@ﬁv&@ﬁw@@ﬁ.thﬁ‘ﬁw&, mt gannot surrender o
elthur,

Becles attenpbs, withoul mueh suceess, to halp Rabblt. He is
the third in a lins of Christian winlaters, His grandfather was a
frae %hiﬁkiég'ﬁiafamiih&rﬁ&u die father was a vigid dogsatiet,
Becles &ta@ﬁpﬁs to find sone midpoing for bis own w“%w@§ and iz sware
that be s not as popular as eithere He inclives nove te the Liberality
“uf hie grendfather, but feels gontinually thyestoned by the theught

that his Tathey was vighty and that he himself is souehow In ervors

a8

Sewaels, "luverview,” g 101



CHin prohlen ls compounded by o Provdequoting wife who considers bls

ralisgdon seurotice
Toeles explains bis theelegy to Rebldi. He sees Uell “as
Ho
gapsration frep God,” pad explains that our eavthily sepavation from
74
CHimofes Minner deriooess,® When Rebbit tells Zeclss of the thing that

wae somabow slssing fn his serriage and in his life, Ycoles gauntse

him:  “hat ds 187 vhat im 18? T it hoard oy seofit?  Hevry, iz 4
7L :

blua? Is it red? Dooes 18 have polks dotst® Rubbit sees through

2 2

feeles, though, snd becomes avare of Hooles® oun basic insecurin

Fo

Iv hite Rabbly depressingly that be really wante Lo bo
told, Underneath all shils Tehnowsgwprasabosbelisthanermme
heraslegeaf-thoegarly-Clhureh busivess be rveally wanks o be
teld sbout 4t, wants o be fold thet in in there, that he's
not lyiag o &11 thone people every Sondeys 72

Ywolas sess iz vole in il s o kisd of Internediary on

esrthy leading peopls towards grace. e confidenes o, however,

)

alahan when he speaka to %a&%ét*@ pun sinister, Sruppenbach

fd
o

4 stavnch vight-wing aﬁ@wazmaﬁg Hyuppenbaeh dismisses Rebbig
a6 & schusgel, o peod-forsgotlidng, sad swse up the problemg "What de
you thionk now Lt looks Like to dodyg oae ehildieh busband lesving oue

73
ehildish wife?” He sncoursges becles to becone an exemplsy of

x
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faith, and Lo barn his pavighioners with the hest of his belief, e
dismisses Pocles' good woerks as eamily as Hook dlenisses Comsers' in
the Poorhouse Pair, Without the stranpgth of falth, sil wwrks are, iu
Hookts words, mere “busyosss® and the Devills work. Zecles foele the

fores of his father o those words

a kind of fvonic p

prstura, he gees to the drupstore

snd de severely shaken by thems I

ad balano

[E8e

Yruppenbachts £landng h&ii £ with » eool marble countar and ga ice
GRGEm SO,
His awareness of the Influsnce of his fether ln vevealsd earlicw

Efwg
s ¥

whan he gpaaks Lo Mvs. Spvingeys

With his white collar he forges God%s name on overy word

hi spsabss Ha stesls balied
e be feaching, He supdera
veally iistens to hie ¥

babble.
sthsoiad ﬁ&d@%%ﬁ of the ﬁ@xvi%ﬁg mﬁdﬁh&ﬁm

from the ohildren he iy supposed
fﬁiﬁh in the winds of snyone whe
& somsits fraud with every
Our Father when

hiis heart bnowy the real fsther he is tryinmg to plemse, has

baen trying o plesss all his 1ife. 74

Bewles® belief is uet stvonger than Rebbit’s, and se he is
suseeptible to Kruppenbach's powerful authority,

In splte of fueles' weakness, he dosg wove Habbib vo a greater
griteviation of his spiviiual state than Rabblt i accustoned te

declering, Lelt te himself, Rabbit

primal lavele &b Chely

flrest weeting Gabbi

,

feels and vesponds on a hasic,

. denleres hin gelfishmese

and bds lnseleritys ALY I koow i vhab's inside we, Thet's wlli ¥
?s
havas™ Titks ds the pedst thet Yooles welmes oo during the
maabiog ab the polf course, In vesponse o Secleos' qus
Aabbif srilculetes his veasouns mors clearlye Ho ds se
74
Ibides ppe L2930,
5
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wonethilog thel wants ne to find dr.”
olipadens  Ue zalls Rebbin h
shouldnt marry,” aod a llvtle later
78

od, not be God,™

of ¢

e

tate feel rather than thiok,

A the same bime, Xabbls, vho te

5 e

works out his e in tewse of his sesual relationships. The drous

rapraseni

ate Janion = January, fee, henes frigldityd. The woads

warse Tha hole as o gyabol

conbines of howns, and thus fiis inbto e conplewn
gymbolis patiars,
e hole as & syubol recurs Chroughout Rablit, Hun snd, iadead,

Updike's weiting. In "Aece in the Hole,'

smxvale.  In "Pigeon Festhers,” it le deaths, Y...2 long hole in the

prowad, o wi am'“ han your body, down whdeh yvou ave drawe while the
m

facey above you receda,” In N

ait, Bun, At galns other ranifications.

ain v le semual, as in the

of the basketball boop. "Thare

i

WRE TOU 8
g1
of net,” Hewye 1t iz vied in with the lmape of the aat, repragentative

the hele, the high perfect hole with lts pretty skdee

s
' -QEQiﬂgwg Pe ii}?s
7%
[P

rg;;m“
78
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»f relatiosshdpy and responsibilivies and suppests that sewuality ig

L to vespeneibilitv. (A baskethall plays suxually ohaeased

Eheae Babbit will think of the boon asnd not the hole.)

g Piak with the zest aad 4o

At another Jevel, the hols o

sfy

some wysticel way with tha prinal socerces of 1ife, This ds exoressed

In the fmaze of the reined cellar which appears at three separate
H2
places dn the novel. o aach cass, Rabblt®s rveactlon ig faer, Ya

slangorous horeoy, as 1f this roised evidence of o buwssn inteusien
fato & world of blind 1ife tolls bells that ring o the edgez of the

%3
wnlvarst, Bomediw, 1% 2

eawu?ﬁ absourely feals

Fe
P
&3

e
£

Esind
£
¥
E
£
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parik, She spavk whareby the
blind tumble of matiter recoegnized figelf, a gpark struch in the

nollizion of twe opposed vealss, an encownter & teprvible God
84

wiided,"

Again, 1t ds desth, as the hole in the churchyard, the
prave fo vhich Rabbiz's daughter is wrisd,
Finally, the hole ia o comention betweon the wordd of veality

Y

e wasasn world of which

shit An averg. The chureh wiadow

7
vl
T
B
Py
e\m
pAs

maens eeoko make 2 bole wheve be looked through inde underiviag

£ R
s e 2
brightaess,” In the sane fashion, 1t is the keyhole that =il
82
These referencse way be found on pages 19, 64, aud 247,
£ %
8B4

Thides e 267,
84
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sudoeh the deor te grace for Babbits Throuphoul the novel Rabbhit fo

seratohing at heyheles, and this soretehing tise iuvte the gymbolls
86
the hole, Rebbie le gonatantly geebing the bey thet will unlock the

ooy Lo grass.
AL any wate, the golf gase sevves as 2 kind of metapbor fov

hwman exlstence, "se.ne L¥ they ave together enpaged in an impowsible,

ing, bottosless quest set by a benevoeleet but abaurd lowd, a
gusst vhose hﬁm&ﬁi&@&ﬁ%& stung then aluest Lo tears, bub one that is

ronewad ot each fewe”

When Janice gees to the bospltsl to have her baby, Rabbit 4ds

dravn bsek fote the set of vesponaiblility snd his sverensss of his
velatlonsbip to Cod asswsesn grester iwmsert as he becomes personally
Lowolved in the actual movenents of life and desthes At the ssme tine,

it becomes wuch pove urgent that he veselve this relationship agsiast

fhe whdspered decands of sge and Lilidoe.

s

Pabbit®s initial vesponse le en intense snd physical avaveness

He is govialn thet &8 2 cooseguenes of his sin Janles oy
the baby w%il dims His aln a conglomerste of i&i@d&g erusiiy,
obavendlby sund concells a black clot eubodied dn the eontralls of
the bivlkhe Though his bowsls bwist with the wii& to disndss
this cloty to vebraet, to furn back and unde, he does uob furn
Lo the priest beside him, but instesd reads the supe zentenss
about deliclious friled tr@an szain and agaln, 88

ﬁn,
Images of scratehing way be found on pages 10, 1L, 4%, 65, 158,

W&&, 41k, 230, and 243,
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Byon when sin affects Rabbit as powserfally ap this, bls rvespounse is Lo

lgnove 1B

5

The sin will not pevsilt hism Lo igwore 1ty bowvever, and as
Babbit walts, it beeowmes wove intense sod foreces hin to draw

eonelusionss - o his fonbtasy, his sin becomes s phyleganile fagtor,

3,

affecting ble offspring, “The iddea grows that it will be & wonstor,
o monster of bis meblng. The thomst #@hﬁ@&? it was contoived beconey

vonfused in ble wind with the perverted estyy & few hours ago he sade
44
iato Bubhe™ Prom the vetrospeet of this point of desperate pressure,
THin life seens & soquente of grotesque poses assuned TO Do purpese, a
B
magic dance sopty of balisf,” Thin thought is balssced by anobber
£
Gode  Janice cen die,”

o

sloultaneous avarenesse “There is uo Co

This ds the ouly point Lo the entire novel at whieh Babbig

eonsideres the possibility thet Ood say pob enists AL no point befors

o

wr afver this Lo doubi a pavt of Rebbit®s probles. He is slwaye aware
the wsusenn world as veal, end useds not faith, but grace. This la
the nadir of Habbit'e despair, but it dows sot become a turning podat
from which he moves Lo grase. Instead, be dvives the thought from his
wind with nestalgie renlniseenge of his fivet ssuval eplscdes, and

o

goebiaves & kind of Jove

The poselbility of Janice®s death, which is what has bhrought

2% £
f‘)}\g
At

i‘}%«&og Be iiﬁ«w



Seyvinger aucuses

s

Rabllt o thisa polak beoomes less resl whan
Habbiv of desiviang 1. Her articulation of Rabbit®s fear, cvestes in
him o mense of community, and he dvops pavt of his burdsn. “The

dreadfal thought of Jandee¥s desth; hearing L6 voleed sleud had
2

;{:«

halved its welght ™

Eumough is lefs chough o hasy

%3 L 4
43

padde”  between hinself sud the vest of humanity, and te make him

it ]

Rabhit avare of the “gap of

willing o try Lo ewert cone gontrol over himself. He tells Mes.

Mlhast night drivias b

Becles, s Iopot this fseling of a stralght

ot abwead of wey before that &w wan Like I was fo the buzhes and o
G

didn'e watter which way I went.” Thde willingeess to tey, ecounbloed

24

guh

with Rabbit®s wowentary svaveness, when Mrae. Springer sceused hiwm of
desiving Jaolee's deathy that gin is shazed, would seen ke be a guod

stars on the way Lo grace,

or

w deys bhetweaen Habbit's veturn and Japice’s coning home from

¥

the hospitel, Rebblt sharves with his son, and 1t is st thie polnt that

e boeomes gswere of one of the poasibilivies of attelaning grace. He

bocomes avave flrvst of the fact that bls quest is wistwken., YHe feels

the truths  the thing that had lefe his Life had left irrevocably: ne

seareh would recover it. Mo

would veach Ite 1t was here,
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3 s A gy . s gt - et E S M snaisn wpsd v % o bt gt i)
benealh the town, in these swells and these voloes, forever bel
F B ey 18 Ty g K- P I PO R . & 2028 e B st e o gn g dmne 3 '
Bime Yihie ds the prelimingry scceptence necessary in ordar to

be able to asceept the ldes of deaths It leads bim to the next sbeps

tne best thing he can do is ssboll to bhe syster and glve Helson the

2

o
LD
chanee Lo pass, as he did, unthinkingly through ip.™
ihisy of ¢ourse, lesds to o paradosn. The scceptance of
sacyifice fov the sake of the child dwvelves o wetaphoric death.

labbit has alrveady squated maturliy with death, snd dended that 1t

was & valld alternative, Rebbit i & Christian, though, and & Cheletisn
st aceapt desth € he du going to be able te asccept the wost

fundanental aspeet of Chrdstionity: the ldea of rebirth,

The ides thet an Indiss

parenty sad oblldren is ona

he fulfillisg of aan's fodwgiven duty through thi

&

nees

gz ong of the wems of schisving prace. The thexe la

fulisst Treald

Contaurs
fage Updike has exteblished thils sureender a8 & possible
¥

plternative for Rabbit, he exsmines the n

dabbis’s faith Lo primel and iostinetive.

an wnseen werld Ls instlsetive, snd nore of bhis actions than anyone
27

suspecty constitube bransactions with it

iz constantly

Py
93
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the lechout for objective preofe of ltw exdstevcss The flrst nig

....-
&
Fod

&

&

et

ol

5

is with Ruth, "The thought of these psople hewiag the bold ides

4
23

2

deaving thely bowss o cone here and pray pleases snd resssures
88

Fabbilteses ™  He dvesses sarefully before he poes to churel hinselfd

&

becsuse, superstdtiously, he foels that Lbis wekes his belief somehow

more valids

Ho hetes 2l the peopls on tha skreer lu divgy evervdsy
alothes, advertielng thelr beliel that the world evches over a
wity that desth is finael, that the thread of his feelings leads
aovherss Correspondiagly be loves the ones dwessed Ter chuvehy
the pressed basiness sults of porbtly men glve substanue and
gegpeetibility to his fortdve saosations of the javisible,
eneThay relagee bim fvom fesv. 99

+

s wol above moghking tham, however. The merndng after his first

ght with Bubh, be attempts to lurs her back to bed because, "The

LG4

fdea of wmaking 4t while the shavches are full eneltes bda™

.
fo56

ke

Tt is eoly when Rabbit attends Zecles® chureh and listens to his

o that the real maburs of Rebbin's balief becosss clear,

Rarvy hag no taste for the dark, tangled, viscevral sspect
pf Christisnity, the golug through gualivy of 1ty the passage
inte death and suffering that vedewss aad loverts thesse things,
dike an wmbrella blowing inside sule o lacks the wmindfel will
Bt walk the straight line of @ pavedox. s eyes bturn toward
the Lightt however, 1t glancaes into his retina, 101

foid, , pe¥7s
ii)fﬁ%y P e 156 &
. o 28
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tabbit has net the siodful will"™ that 10 reguives to accept

s

and live with & poraden, ond for fhat ressen, vedemption la beyoud

He gannot accept death, sven wwetaphorigelly, becsuse he cannet Live

with a paradon, and so the sacyifice of bls owe ego o his son i

beyond bime His eyes turn always to the lighty, end throughout the
noveld idght fenctions g5 a symbol of prace, o kind of “underiyving
o2 103

yightness,”  or “abstrect brililsnce bupidng waderneaths”  the

unsnes warkd, io fawk, thal Rabbii so often slinmpsas. e wanls Lo
) # fadmp

yoaaeh the ldght, but he will not fses the devk be veaeh ity thet is Lo

aay, he Jdenies vesponsibility sad suffering ae ways tovard gracs,
fabbit denonstrabtes this when he leaves Janiee for the seaond

tioe, In respesse Lo her resentrent of als perverse sexual denands

shortiy after the baby's blrth, Rabbit asserts the primacy of his own

i

eot, She sske hie Lo consider how she fesls, snd be rosponds, "L O
;] 3 ¥

I can, but I dontt want toy, it's sot the thing, the thiag ds how J

10
feely and I feel like getting out,"

A% & vesuls of fal s&t*% sacond disappsarance, Junlce beconus
drusk, and, iu what is ope of the mest powsriully bovvible zeenes in

&

any fietion, she drowns Ghe baby in the bathtub while tvying te vash

v

ite This purverss and irvssic baphiss brivgs Rabbili back aud pubs huim

sguaraly in the presencs of deatin,

a2
- Ebides pe 234
163
13133%’13) y Po By
104
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Rubbit, on his vaturn, Lo slek wirth prie? and the sanee of his

own respoualbilitys Tt remalns within hiw, phyedeal, as a "o cheavy
LU 106
knot of spprehension”  or a "hard

oot
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o

somathing too, of the nature of Sod, vhes he drains the water from the
fuls dn which the baby drowsad:

e watches the line of water slide slowly and evenly down
the wall of the tuby and then with a eraszed vorticel ory the
last of Lt iz sucked downe  He thinks how easy 10 was, veb in
&31 Shis %tt@ﬁﬁi& God did novthing, Jueb that lictle tubbey

stoppar Yo Lift. 107

¥
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When Rabbily considersad Janiee's death, b sav L& la terns of

fig

Sod bhen Jaales could die, e kaows

#
ke
=

Jolia
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phdre vara B

now that his Cod Lz at least not autively beng

stepping In o
work mlracles for Rabhits

Zabbit Ll vislted shevily after by Tothero, vihe comes preachivug
# hosnlstie oread,  He tells Rabbit that right and wrong are san made,
That thay de not drop frow the sky, and that sisery is the vesult of

g

Wit feals sellied by his asssopiablon with

hedy disoboddenca,

Tothore aud thilled by bis vovelation. e wants te belleve in the sy
108

as the source of all thdngs,”
In respouse to Tothers, Rabbit rurns desporately te Focles,

%

wanbing confirnstion that “the thing our there™ reslly sxists, but




it

s
£

Bogles cannot help He eafuses to ses procs as sn object to he
sunghte  He ewplains to Habbit thet gullt g shared in counmunity, and

that one sust work btovards forglveness, must carn and apt selze graces
He saye, "Harer, it%s sot for ne to forgive yous Yeu've dowe nothing

b me to forglva. % egual with you in il
=4 &g¥

mast work for

forpivencss; ve sust ears the right €o see the thing beyond everyw
1049
things” Peeles mabes a velld dlstinetion

and the traditionsl Christisn road o grace, then followva this

)

distinetion with the fatuous couclusion that Yeesthis

;?;v

B 4t im, has at last united you and Janice iu a sacted waye"
fabblt vespounds in his usual, ssinalelibke waye He tvies o balieve,

though hiv bellef “seems Lo bear we relation fo the colevs and gounds

of the big sovrouing houasa,” havhit feelsy |

mueh, Idess tend te slly avay feom i

As the sovel approaches 18» climactic endy £ DETVORE

2

-

inteusity builde. His cougern with wderstandivg Jdeath vevasls itself

Bae iz all alome ou 8 lay g field, orv Vwﬁ*&& iot
Livkeved wigh sssll pebblos. o ; Liak

identical dn slge Hut the one a deusse white and
plightly traceparont, nowes &éw&gu aaeh aﬁﬁmx Jiﬂﬁ w4 @?v

one is @&"“ﬁﬁ&y above the dense A% v toweh
e feols frightened and o wvoles T. ower 28 &

T,

ii}‘i&i@@ Pe ?ajé"&o
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track west anvoeunees, 'The cowslip swallows up the elder,’

Fhe dowgward giiding of the top one ¢ontinues $%£&ﬁiif unbil
e o &%@rg though the stronger, is totally selipsaed, end Jusi
one ¢lrele is before his eves, p&i& g nuyeg Ha um;@xﬁﬁaﬁﬂﬁa
*i;ﬁ eowslip® 18 the moon, ﬂﬁﬁ ‘the slder’ the sun, and what he
has witnessed in the axyi&ﬁﬁﬁﬁ@m of deaths mmv&iy 1ife
aelivasd by lovely death. With great excitement he realizows

he sust go fovkh from this ‘iai@ and found s gew religlon., X132

The drosm waderlives the uV3a @Wmmy that Rabbit fesls. Cvace is

Godbs i@?g BT o ”h@ und ﬁﬁ%%sﬁma np of death iz, Iu wﬁ&s; wordsn, bhe
a&a&pﬁ&aa@ of prace. The deean iv o false resolublon, bovever, and
Habbit svalkes be fismd that nothing has changed, that he muet still carvy
the koot of respousibilicy and fear in hinm |

Rebbit ean never eavry sosponsibiiity for loung, aad gftmg &
pasaing flagh of love for Janlee, sakes hey &%ys a0 that he omn be
fnsuleted fyom veal ponbtaet with bhor or her pavents through the agmney

%,

of betred, "Immersed in bate he dessn'E have to do aunyihingy be can be

porvalysed, and the rigidiv hetyed wmakes a kind of ghalter for
113
frdeme ™ AL the sane bBims, he reslizes, like Lady Maebeth, that he 4w

mudlied by the whele experience and ls intecsely sware fhat he is
divey and ugplve U washes hiweelf with lutense cave, hoplng somehow Lo

glean and purify hisaslf,

"

2

4% the funeral, Rabbie®

g rothey serves as o catalyst, freeing

5

whin fronm hatred and fron responsibllity. Rebbli, neveous end exclted,

§

Listens to Zeeles® words, and though, for ZTecles, they sve mervely ¢

132
Ihide, ppe 234435,
113
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foroele that convention demands he reoite; Rabbip is aware of the
possibility In thewe Yo ayperiences an intense sense of conmunity

with the world at lavgse
e feels them ally the heads as still avound him as
the Lombstonus, be feels then all ons, all one with the
srass, with the hethouse flowers, all, the uwadertaker®s
mant, Bhe suseen caysbaker whe hes halted bis nower, all
gothered inte gpe hers to pive his unbaptized beby force
to leap to Hesven. 114

2

e feelw gevtaisn thab his ehdld hew aseended to §

saven, and this

rvelieves hin frow vesponsibility. leeles recites Veseting every
115

core on Thee."” Babbit hes done that, and so fesls free.

The sense of freoedow i followed by 2 nonent of intense

n & cave foad

b

gpiritual ewaveness. “Lb is as Af he hae beew evaviing

now st laet bevend the dark racession of erowding rochks hw

a pateh of light: he turns and Janles’s face, dusb with grief, blecks
116
the light.” nabbit wants o offer forpivensss, to let the

pthars join his in the truth. Ye wants teo state $he sinple factual

< Y
%

truth, the fact that Janicz hilled the baby, net him, bat that he

o

forgives hev.

¥

back 1y dueb grief and shotked bovrer at hils crueliv.

destreys his vialon. "dis face burns; forgiveness bad beewn big In hie

<

heart and now 18%s hobe, He botes bor Jush Toce. She dossn’t see.

Ebidey pe 243,
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She had a chance to Join him in truth, Jjust the simplest faciual

137
vruth, and torned avay In horver.” Rabbit resnonds in his usual way.
He vunz, leaving the stumned mourners to watceh him disappearv.

This passage has been varlovsly used by critics to justify
Rabbit, to make the sum of his actions sesehow right,  Dean Doner points
oul thats

Brutal as Rabbit's remarks ave, the veal impact and the
real sipnificacce of the scene at the graveside comes when

we vealize that, of all those gatheved there, only Rabbit

believes in God. There is not ose good word to be said for

him, vet he alone perceives the unseesn, 118
Prom this, he concludes that becsuss the others do not believe in God,
they must share thely gouilt and grief in a comwunity from vwhich Rabblt
way be excluded, Similarly, Devid fSalloway justifies Rabbit by
peeing him az2 a new kind of salnt who is Justified in his cruelty
beeause he experiences God intensely, while the others sve merely
ovdinary Christians, Te do so he inverts Pascal’s pensees The

discovary of grace “.,depands a havdress of heart snd a definite
‘ 119

obliviousness to external circuwmstances,”

Heither of these views 18 tenable, Thay deny not only the

T
Ibids
118
Dean Doner, "Rabbit Angetren's Unseon Wowld," New World
Briving, XKIX (1361, pe 72,
B 5 %
bavid Galloway, "The Absurd Man as Saint: The Hovels of
Joln Updike," Modern Fiotilon Studies, X1 (September 24, 1964},
s 34,



wovenent of the novel, but aleso Updike's cwn stated veliglous standw
iﬁ& '

solote le has stated, L Llv, I faver Kardl 5 nd 1

wlaots He Dag stabed, “theologically, favor Karl Barth,” and wo

veading of Harth could ever justify the denial of comsunlty or the

valldity of sine Updike's God s like Bavih's Cody real, tervible,
and poverfule Updike statesy; "Pve never reslly understosd theologiss

which would absolve God of savthauakes and typhoous, of ehildren

l 123
atarvinge. A god who ls uot Bod the Creator is not very resl to me,”

In 2 posn, “Seven Brangas ab Bast ar," Updike ﬁl&ﬁtiﬁ indicated the bind
of Cod he accepta:

Hake wo mistake: If be vose st ail

1% wag as Ble bodyy

xi the colls dissolution did wob veverse, the ﬁwgzsuiwm
reknlt, the awine acids velkindle,

the Churel will £all. 122

This Gody whose wivanles ave vesl iz the Cod of the Bibles i is
netional in ell of Updile's work, oud so assunt of gwﬁﬁ"iaaa1¢u of

o ko Blamamd i
Lrom Hisg Wraths

Rabbit¥s solu in cevns of the absurd will

P

it is Rebbit's gulvaservs, the splvit of Life within him, snd the
paneralized love of whieh he de capable, thel sahes his attractive.

s 4

It does not, however, lustify him. Rebbit's esperience st the praveew

side iz not a veal acceptance of graes., ¢ de ez iliusory as the

120
Samuels, The Arg &fk;iﬁ&iﬁﬂ* John Updile, pe 97

izl
X%}i{iig we Ll
12

{7%)

?‘!m

John Updi ks@ "Seven Stanmes at Tastev,” Vorse: The
Larpengeved Jen and Telenbone Poles (Oresenwich, Coupestleuts FPaweett
Ty »&m&a@wauﬁg mumwxuar&avé 19683}, pe 164,
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dresw. Like the shaeltey he recelves whan Lhe obbers hate hing 4t e

a3

.

& way of fosulating blweelf and Freeing himself Ffrom rvesponsibility,
At the gravesdde, Like sverywhere else, Habblt desands that others pay

ie price, H

g - e, g it 20 g Uoppeiely o & Ty pwnese 5
& Lo not swsrs thaty ag Parth says, “ceetherve ls no

privase Chydstianity,”  that grace, though aa

>3

Ko
L=

g

individual velationshdp
with Cod must be achieved through cormunity with others, Rebbiz¥a

raliglous expavience hegones another affircation of his private opo,

Whon Habbit leaves the grave, he vuns vy 84111 confident

that all »111 be well, that he will Find the way. He finds that she

iz pregoant and s conptenplating an aborilosn,

Desth, and tells him, ™oy, wou weally baws the touch of death, don't
1i&
pount® To theoleglesl terms, she §

¢ perfsctly sorreet. Habhit does

P

have the teuch of deathb. Unvepeantant sud unseved, he le, in spite of

bls gulosearos, o slave to death, and not sevely smetaphovle death, but

a

vanl and eternal death, Rarl Bapth, spesiicg of siu and iniguity, sayst

Why aye thay forbiddent Becasse thelr end s deaths
because they fasus from ghe Pvitality of wortelity:® because
theyv apyead ﬁegtﬁuaﬁﬁ &xg,ﬁe&iw@t@ﬁ £ %ﬁ; %@ﬂaum@ ?h??
cannol axist fo the devourdap five of fthe 1ife which is
pereaived through deaths [Italics wminal] 125

& $y, =

In this respect, Ruths appelation "r. Death® is perfectly corregts

Rabblt leaves Lo gonfusion, still not eowprehending becavss

123

Bavrth, Hugandty of God, pe 64,
124

Dpdike, Babblt, Hun, pe 251
128 :
Barth, Epietle to the Posans, pe 247
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&

i¢ in %@g(&@@@iﬁ@@@@@ and, compaved to the vislon of a sandwich,
%@x@&i@”lgﬁﬁa cannet choose between, “the vight way and the good way,
ths way to the é@iﬁ@a&@@&@ﬁaaig?ﬁ&@ trivial mizes with the witally
importent, but discrimination is beyond Rebbit. “Guile and
responslbllity slide together like fwo substantisl shadews fu his
@h@ﬁﬁgwgg%&ﬁg@ the sun aad the weon in his dresm, things begin e
nerge, to blet esch other out. His deughter he hop sent to Heaven.
dls acn remalns, 2 durden he iz awvars of ond connot EB0BRG

4s Rabbit lesves, &@5§&@@&@ the chuweh he hes peen from Buth'e
wlndow, i

Mraid, veally afvaid, he rememboers what once consoled him

by aseming to wake e bole where he louoked through iove undepe

lylag brightuess, and 14fts his eves to the church window, I¢

iz, because of church poverty or the lete summer nights or Just

carelessness, wnlit, a dark civele In & stone facade. 129
The light, the synbol of graee, heas gone out, David Celloway suggests
that the derk window Ls a aymbol of Eabbit’s turning hie back on the
chureh, but this is mot tenable. It is not Rebbit who has vejected the
Light, but the iight vhich has vejected Rabbin. Hebbit is ne saist on
the first step of a nev cdyasey, hut a &w&d@&ﬁaa&l Cheistian pinner

whe hag eut hingelf off from fod’s grace.

126
Updike, B HTILE o D
127

gm» 1] @m 3&33@
128
Iblde, po 254,



Babbit expevicuces a final resolutlon, elmilar to his feulty
spiritval visodon st the grave. He feels that, "goodnese 1fes inaide,

there is nothing eutsids, those thinge he was tryimg to balonce have ug
130
walght.® This L5 & last end despevate affimmation of hils ego.

Immediataly afterwawxde, “He feels hie fuside as very veal suddenly, a
131

pure blenk space in the widdle of & desse set.® The faet thet

he himself dossn’t know where he Le golug makes him feal “infinitely

132
gnall aud lmposaible te captupe,” This reminde him of plariug

baskethall, snd passing the bell off, te nake the men guarding bim
133
look foolish, "because in effect there was nobody there.”
In this is Rebbit's veal philosephy. WFe aims &t blesknese, at

wothingness, Like Conner of The Peorheuse Fair, who hoped for bleak

aklon, Rebbit oime at an encowpossing persenal blanbkness, that wiil
pormit hin to escepe the net of personal snd comuwnsl vesponsibility.,
He fo an ezpert at passing the ball, Othere Tjust can't toueh™ hiw,
because in offect, there 4is nobody thers. In hisz vefusal to aceept
proffared grece at the cost of wetaphoric desth in terms of the
suppressad age, Rebblc becomes sobody,

The novel ends with Rabbie vunaiog epein, once mowe on his tuip

o novheres

130
Ihid,
133
Tbido
132
Ibid.
133
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His hends 11ft of cthelr own snd he fesls the wind on his
aare even before, his heels hitiiag heavily on the pavenent
at firvst but with an effortless pathering out of a kind of
sweet penle growing lighter and guichey and guieter, he
Tuns. Ah rune., Puns. 134 '

The paradoxical joy of the ending has led ¢o some eritical
asagertions that Rubbit has ewldenly geined a veal and valid fnsipght
into the nature of things. Cellowey ssserte that “responding ¢o
thope inver volees which warn his thet esceps from the pretensions
and foconsistencies of the world is the only course by which he can
mafintaln his integrivy, Rabbit, like Huek Fimn, lights out for the
wildevnese: eucaps becomes fulflillwent snd irvespenesibdility becowmes
x@@p@asikﬁli%yoﬁigg This view is 2 kind of wilfull antinowmienism.
Rebbit®s relesse in es wuch @ relesse from Cod as 48 is from |
pesponsibility. Acecovding teo Kevl Bevth, “freedom e §@§§M%§§%u& it
Lo freedon for Sod, the freedow of graecw, that is real joy and frecdon
from Cod that fo the perverse joy of slovery. Babbit bes the sscond
kind of fyeedom, The light in the church window is sug, and the
Twovemonts of prace™ have hed no affect,

HMrs. Springer seks Pecles the key questiong PHell, 4F the
wvorld is soing to be full of Harsy &mg@ﬁg@mé how much longer do vou

137
think they'll need your chureh?” Updike provides & ¢losr snswet,

L34
Ihido
135
Calloway, “Absurd Hen," p. &0
136
Barth,
137
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fod wlll deetroy the churches. In fouples, Plet Haoneme’s church buras,

e 3 vesult of his sin, “The Congregutional Church wes burning. Cod's
138
own Lightaing bad struck 46,% Updike, 1o an interview conflvmed his
139
intention, “...yas, it certalnly lg Cod who throws the lightuing bolu.®

John Thonsen, in a veview of fouples comsents, "But whe could have

supposad that what we toek to be the celebraticn of freedon would turn
L40

gut to bas the celebration of death.® That connent ooe serve

edoquately for Rabbit, Ius. Jobnm Ypdike's

Babbit, Run Las & nessage, but

it is not e message asbout the sbourd, or about saivtheod. It is the
ape-0ld Christien nesasgs: Grace is fn wotion, God iz du Heeveny he

whe vejects grace is lost,

13e
Johe Updike, Couples {lew Vorh: Alfred A, Xnopf, 1968},
Pe ﬁéxe
139
Bemuels, "The Art of Fictiom: John Ypdike,” p. 101,
140

Jobs Thowpson, “Updike’s Couples,” Commentary (May, 1968),
Po 73 '



CHAPTER 1I3

TUE CENEAIR: CGRACE IN woTsof

The Centour was originelly concaived as a companion plece to

ity Bun, and it ds, in foct, on extension of the pams CORCETHRD.

un was concarned with the faileurve of grace that reswlted from

the heve's refusel ke sccept metaspboriec death, in tevms of the dendel

2

of the individual sge. The Contuny demonstrates how the mobions of
grace nmey become effective when & wan do willisg to accept the
dwlndiiog of his private ego and aceept, as o sacrifice, hiz oun
aetapborie daath,

she Cembeur le prefsced by o quotation frem Barl Davthe

"Boaven is the crestion incenceivable to wan, earih the crestion
gonceivable e &&mé e hlwself iz the crestuve on the boundavy betveen
beaven and esrth.”  The novel operates iw terms of this gquotation

ien heve, George Caldwall, fo & scleuce tescher whe has, aeverthelese,
s abiding and vitel falth in fod. He ls sceu wetaphoricelly as a
contauy, part horse, part wen, snd ﬁ&&@mg@&} Significently, thouph

bhe sovel i structured in terws of Gresk wmytholegy, the central iuage
is Christion. OCaldwell v the men on the boundary between eerth avnd
heaven, Updike sald of his cholce of the centavy, “I was meved, flves,

by the Chiron veriant of the Hercules mythe-one of the fow clessic

instances of self-sgerifice, and the nane eddly close te

i
Johu Updike, The Centaux {Gveenwich, Connecticut: Yewoett
Publications, Incorpoxated, 1963), p. 3.
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&
Chrdets" More tham the name ig clowe to Christ. The ides of selfe

pacrifice for the good of the whole ip central to the Christlan mythe

That is the nein pracept of Chelst's seerificlsl deatb., In the sane

woy, khe individusl sttelus grace threugh e sinllar ritsale-gelie

gacrifice. Berth says, "Dying with Christ is the vast negation beyond
3

which by grace we stund,”

The novel lp entremely complex in strueture, but the structure
wast be voderstood Lf the nevel is to have meaning. TFilrst, theve is
che obvious overlay of Cresk mythelogy. 7This device has been much
goppanted on by veviewers avd eritics, wost of vhow elaim elther oo
such or teo little for L., Bryant W, Wystt, for instance, sees
Updike's use of wythology as a glevious fallures

Thus we aye o see the olewent of tiwe, evbodying the golden
pest expanded inte timelessnssni tha Caldwell family, sevging
with the evetars of clessdcal antiguily, wegnified Lo titeuic
dimeusions; ané the guest for identity, suplified by the
characteoy of Prouvethous, mede srchetypal. But Updike caonet
quite temper his modern day plot to £it the forged mythical

pattern, o6 structere once agein falls. 4
Be Jo Buright is even less hind. ke gquiekly dissdeses the sutive

sttempt, stating “..oibe Genteur was & fairly obvious cese of

2

Charles Thomas Sewwels, "The art 0f Fletlons Johe Updike,”
Paris Heview, LV (Winter, 1968}, p. 103,

3
Kerl Barth, The Bpistle to the Romaus, tweas. by Bdwyn G,
Honkyus {(Quferd University Prass, 1933), p. 201,

[

Bryant ¥, Wyatt, “Joehn Updike: The Psychologlesl Hovel in
Search of Strueture,” Twentieth Century Litevature, 13, (1967),
g‘g’@ &%’“’@@@




wythology dragged in by the esvs to bolster wp e thinanish story-
3
line,"

What these and a good many others fail to perceive is that the
device ig essentlally rocoes. It i not intended as a puvely crganie
uaion of ﬁ&& real and the avchetypal of the kind that Jovee unees in
Glysses., Instesd, 1t operates usually as a kind of ilrveny, creating

) 3 ¥ ¥y @
humouy aud irveaic comment on the concerns of the charactevs. Updike
himself hes clearly stated 1ts purpose:

The mythology operated in & mumber of ways: a covvelative
of the enlarging effect of Peter's nestalgia, a dramatization
of Caldwell's sense of exclusion snd wmystericuspess avound
him, a counterpart of ideality to the drab real level, an
axcuse for a oumber of jokes, & serious expruseion of mny
sensation that the people we weet are guisas, do conceal
something mythle, perbaps prototypes or loagings ia our minds, 6
Tied closely to the use of mythology 48 the fact that The

Geptaur is essentially & comic novel. Though in esch csss there o

the suggestion of an avchetypal connection betwesn the character and
Sl wmythological veforent, move often than met, the connection le
humoroug., At the begloning of the novel; vhen Chiron ucoets

dphrodite {that is, Ceorge Caldwell wests Vera Hummel),; the tome is set
for the rast of the novel., She reduces the status of the gods

7
dmmediately, Zeus (Plmmerman) Lz "a lecherous muddler,”™ his wife

3
Do J. Buright, "The Insdequate Americans Johw Updike's Fletion,™
in B, J. Eordight, Conspizators and Poets, (ionden: Chatte and Winduas,
1966} , gm 135,
.

Samsels, “The Art of Fiction,” p. 103,
7

Updike, The Centaur, p. 23,
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Hara iv 2 frustrated vivege “besting bor servants becsuse Zove bhad not
spent o night in her bed for a y&@ggwg Fogeddon s “a senile old
&@%kh&ﬁ&@“g Apolle iz "an unetuous pwiggwggiéyﬁ@@&@ way be seen
“rittering arouvnd the woods with o paek of Vasear ﬁﬁﬁ@&m®m$”1& and

sven ber virginity iz cuspect. Throughout the movel the Ironiaw,

dokes wnd doublo-entendres continee, Toothless old Pap Reyamar, of

coursa, bectses Kromes, or Father Tims, Dlonysiue BEPOETE a3 &
lecharous ¢ld howssesual higehhibers Hephasatis, the lawe smith of

the gode becomes Hummsl, the gavage hoeper, and his dimly 14t gevage

iw highlighted by scetylens tovches, and, appropriately onough,
Infonted with poppled mechanis-syciops. Miner Erets {fing Mingos of
Crata) vous a labyrintbise cafe, iu whieh way e fovad Johouy Dedman,
o pinballeplayiag, nechanieelly-ninded Daedelus. The buellding which
houses the eafe alse containe the pest offiece, vun by Mre. Passify
(Poeliphoe, the deugiter of the moon asd the wife of Wing Hinos),
Thare 18, 4o faet, o path womrn betwees the bwe buildings, as 17 Hisor
Brate and Mre. Poseify were seoretly morvied. Poter®s (Promethevs)
plrifriend Pemny iu, of course, Pandors, and i% feguires lictle
imagination %o guess the significsnce of Pandovels Sem. OLd Dee

Appleton (Apolle) is proud of his leevedog, but his wife Corrlns

%
Ihide
¢

Ihide
o

Ibid,
1

Thido



{Qﬁ&@@ﬁ@} has left hiw soder strange clroumstances, aud his son

Shippy (Asclepius), o bripht ex-stadent of Chirev-Caldwell, is a

dogter in 8t. Loeuis. Pis vipglosl twin sifater, Hester (Avtewis
tesches in the high school., 8o shares Prowetheus-Peter's curse of

& 9

(ChaviclefCares) who moved

dopls, ae does Peter's wother

2

thes to fhe countyry. (As Ceves, the wother of grain, she weats to be

Through the wythie land of 0linger {Olympus) moves the cenbanp

{Seorge Celdwell), Updike, in hie spoofing mytivlogicel indew omits

Chivown and Prosmetbeus aloce they are sbiguitous; that ls to say, &ll

fothars and song. Caldwell himsel? iz a conde here., e axudes a

hind of vestless energy, and sgeens Inhabited by an sluocet denmonic

@ g

foree thab keeps ble constantly fo wobioun. He le always io & heery,

alwayes ous sbtep shead, nushing frow one winer sateclysa o another,
12
srhy questiondng eversons he sces lo bis "baffled quest™ fov

5

trubhe Inm this vespest, he iv Updike®

s prototypa of the fathar. In

v

-
3
i

he short story "Plgeou Feathara,” the father, aleo a school tescher,

shares this restless energy, and even wees the sase expressionsi io
gg

particular, the phrase, "This vewinds me of densth,” In aaother

fiz
Py

ahoTt sbory, "Home,” the sawme father sppears, still a school teacher,

12
. Et?iﬂz) @ £§@ ‘31%@

Jobm Updike, “Pilgeos Feathers,” Figoon I 3 (Gresnwich,
ﬁ@@m%@@é&ar@ ﬁ@wa@a@ ?ﬁb&i@ﬁﬁiﬁﬁ@w Troorperated, 3@52}@ Po 9. Bew
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34 |

till on a "baffled quest," and s8ill £illed with restless QHETEF o

sy

fhe Ceotaur is the cleavast Lroatnent, nowever, snd the character is

Combined with the powerful energy of his desparate seapch,

Caldwell has a capscity for love that is enormous. Though he feals

whymer  duly e fra o e open e ey b = o gon o B o aman ol PSP PRI S F o e by oD 4
Lhatt the students he teaches sre wasbveying him, he Ls neveriheless

interested in commmicating with them. He contioually

Ty Tad oy o T SR ) . 3 — e b . o ayvm ed
gon by nls lack of diserimination. Hoboes, bums and

wlsfits ave all absorbed by his eucompassing capacity for love,

AL the same time, he shelters himeelf bebind a kind of ironie
defense that fo truly comile. He overstates everyiining and qualifies
aothing. He makes absuvdly positive statements such asy "I never

5
wade & declsion in wy life that wasn't one hundred percent selfish,”
and he grossly ever-praises such people as the feselst cafe
proprieter, Minsr Nretz, when he telle him, “Thers lse't & wen in
town he thivks wove of them Minor Kretsz. You're o father to that bay,

16
and don’t think bis mother end I don't appreciate 1g," Yet, when he
actually does nake conteet with somesne, he resorte te an egually
'l

wrersiated sell deprecation that bewilders the people he speeks to and

mekes any neaningful conversetion with bim almost impossible. e

14
Upidike, Pis

13
Updike,

16

feid
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Tinme o trade Lo o g new old

iz, of course, s kind of

sperate panle behind these lsolationfst tactics, but thelr fnltial

gw

fa e
GO say thet

o P 0 2 e S %am emupietn s Tl sy e ey ¥
a humour s a vesuly of the ayih nabing powsy of

& g
calla L,

G oo oy
ThMa R By

is the

vemeubers i £1311ad with joy g miatrass:

seck wies only, aad then only & little in the late i*m“&@mﬁwﬁ
the audden @bﬁtm Loupghter that like heat ié&%&mﬁag burats in am
atmoesphera where soules sre tevying to serve the imposszidle. My
fathor for all of his mouwrning, woved in the atwospherve @i puah
&Ql%f&wsm.wl?fa 19

At snoethar polnt, he tells her:

" x

vo elilid yol, love, do not thizmk that our life together, for all

ita m@@@@&& frustration wae not good. X% was good, We moved,

gomebow, on a fimx stage, rescoant with metaphore o. <708,

Ve lived in God's sight. 20

The humowr of the wovel 18 mot the humour of black comedy. It
avises not ovt of the protesque pesturing of Lnsignificent men faeing

an absurd and weeninglose universe, but out of jov, operating o Cod’a

17
gﬁaﬁﬁag ‘}??a ?1&
18
Alwin Do Alley, YThe Centsurs Trewscendeutsl Imagination and
Hokaphordic Death,” English Journal, 56, (Oustober, 1967}, p. 882,
19
fj“?@sm& g

20

s

Tbids. o pa 57,
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pight, where souls atfenpt to serve the lmpossible. Caldwell, in jest,
2L

slaine “The Lovd loves & chesvful corpee,” but this e only his omm

dabagsenent of 2 credo that his father hes glven hinm end that he

belicvans

& _Joy belonps to the Lopd, Whevever in the £ilth eud
eonfopion snd misery, a soul felt joy, there the lovd came and
¢laduad 4t as His owng into barrooms and brothels and ¢losge
rooms and alleyways slippery with spittle, ve matter how daxk
aud scabbed and resote, in Chine or Afwica or Brasil, whorever
a novonent of joy was folt, there the Lord stole sad sdded to
His enduring domain, ALL the reet, all that was not joy, foll
ey, precipitated, dross thet hed never boen, 22

it io in this respeet that the comie wmode bewonss the natural
and necessary vehicle for an exeninstion of & nen's sesreh for grace,
whon ¢hat seaveh is ss bonest aud selfless se is Coorge Caldwell's
saprel. The bhumour of the roccoco wythical decoration aud of the
earvest funblings of the hexe, as well as of the navciestic and

salfish urgensies of the gon, are a port of the joy that belesge to the

Lord,

There is, in foct, o stvong velipless traditien in the Coaldwell
family. Ceovge Caldwell le the firet of sin gemeratiens not to enter
the nindetry. Petar, okt ene point, speaks of “Prlest, tessher, avtists
the classie ﬁ@g&ﬁ@%%ﬁi@&aﬁggﬁﬁ ie, of course, thinking of Kierkegeord®s

telad, the three wetually exclusive sphoves of beings the spivitusl

b §

E@é@ﬁa;@ Po AThe
22

Toid., po 230,
&3
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life, the athieal life, and the sesthetic life, Coldwell®s father,
vhose deathbed less of falth haunte Caldwell throughout the wovel is
the expoment of the spizitusl life, se iz, to suse degree, Pop Erener.
Gelduell himself, as & teacher in zepresentative of the ethical life,
and his son Peter, the ariist, provides sn eusuple of the acsthetic
life. In Blorkegeard®s notephysics, these arve sach, as I pofnted sut,
wotually exclusive. 4 mewn can only sorve one master, be 1¢ God,
nankind or srt, There iz the poseibility, of course, of switehing
allegioncen sud & wan could possibly, at different times, sexve all
thrae, Jelvation, however, comes uvltimately coly through the spivitusl
1ife.

Updike clearly does not aceept Klevhkegesxd®s divielons rigidly.
The key problem im che wovel seeng €6 be an abtewpt o discover how
these spheres con be mesnlagfully combised. In Caldwell, Updike
combines the spirituvel end ethical, end concludes that o weanivgful
cowbiluntion nay produce sowething akln o greee; thet is te say, though
ihe Poorhouse Faly demonstyeted the suptinsss of works alose, The

Contave demonstrates how o combinaticn of feith and works msy be

anvugh, For Peter, the assthatic men, theve iz wo snewer, AL the end

of the novel, he finds hinself ", ..straining te say whib even ¥ am )

begioning to svepect is the unsayeble thing, sod I grow §§&gﬁ%®§@§aﬁw&
The novel begine with George Celdwell belng shet in the heel by

&n arrev, o pavedy of the svrew that Yeveolen shelt ifnte the heel of the

ab
Ibids
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Centowr; Chivon, at the weddisg fesat of the Lupithee, end which
previded hin with guch paln thet he askhed Zeus to allevw him te die as

stonement for PFremetheus. In The

Centaur, the arrow beconss a aymbel
for George Celdwell’s suddem grasplog of the vary veal pessibility of
daath, U2 hes, of course, been awers of desth befera, but at this
polst 1t galne a veslity thet it hoe not hed before, ond eveates in
him a desperate urpeney. Caldwell i 2z rveliglous wan, and thie
sudden swsypeness of death affects him powerfully, providiag ...a
piinful, confused sense of having displeased, through ways he could
wot follow, the Ged vho never vested fvom watching hﬁm®“g$

Caldwell haw the avwvow rewoved at Pumwmel®s (Hephsestus) gavage,
and retogse to the school where he meets Busmel®s wife Yers (Ashvodite)
who, a8 represenistive of love, naker bhin oven more avara of desth.
He sntors bie classrocs sod finde the principal, Ziemerman (Seus)
theve te judge bis lesson. In o beilliently surrealistic scene, he
delivers bis sermen on ereatiom.

When the concopt of death entors Caldwell’s mind, 21l ovdey
lemvos hiw life, and, dn a pavalilel feshieon, all eovder leaves his
clons, Zismermss becomes a lechevsus Zess, tekes the form of & bull,
and boging to seduee the Oshorne pirl (e, the helfer). & student,
biafendorf, bocomes Pan, and fovnicates with the Davie pirl while the
small of his satyr's suek £911s the room. The nofse in the room

mounts to a pondemonism as Caldwell Cosches with e wouwnting furdous

23
Mﬁa@ Pe 29,



SRELEY.

Caldwall’s lesson 1¢ o modeve Cencsds, $1lled with uuinsglinable,
porstrous nusbers and violent foreas of hest, contraction and
oxplosion, as the werld is crested. He compresses all sreation inte
the spece of thyes days, snd this adds ve the sense of vielent
setivity fn the voow, WHe enplefns how desth entered the werlds

There is no reason fntwiwele in the plesmic substence why
Mife should swer and. Awochbas never die; and those sele apara
celle which enjoy success become the cownerstene of new 1ife
thet coutinues boyound the fathev. Dut the volvox, o rolling
aphere of flegellating slgae orgonized inte sosstie and
reproductive cells, nelither plant nor snimel~-undoy o
sicroscope it leoks jJust like o Chelstmas balle-by plonceriog
this new ides of goop i, wolled life inte the kingdow of
sertain--as opposed € identel desth, Fove-hold tight kide,
Just seven move winutes of tovturse-while csch cell 4o
potentially lomovtel, by voluntesring for & epecislized
fongtion within an ovgecised soclety of cells, Lt enters a
woupronised envirenment. The strdln eventuelly weavs 1C out
snd kille 46, Xt dies socvificlsily for the good of the whole.26

The insge of the velvex bocomes the centrel imege of the novel.
The vovion of secrifice, which fizst brought desth lsute the world,
bacomes, in s elightly diffevent way, the nothod whereby desth is
defeated. It 4s through seerifice that grace, and hence otersal
Life, i» achiwved,

Zizmerspn®s veport on the lessen i powerfully discouraging,
oud esuntealns the atatonent “fhe bhunsndetic valves dmplicit fo the

27
vhyoicel scloncss were not elieited,® Thie ie particularly ironie,

‘?é«%ﬁ.@’w i1 %3& g?é}

Ibid, p Foe §6,
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sinee Caldwell®s lessen, in splte of bis pein, his feovr of daath, snd
of Iiwsexmen, and the confusisn of his clese, ovde im o vescunding
affireation of mang
He opened his mouth, Wie very blood jeathed the stovy he
had told. ‘One minute sge, flint chipping, five kimdling,

death foveseelng, 2 treple avlsal appesved--' The buzser

wvespedy halls vumbled throughout the wast bullding: falvtuess

goooped at Coldwell but he held hinsgelf upright, havieg

vowed to finish, ‘e=galled Mon." 28

This affivmetion of wew iz pevticelavly characteristic of
Coldwell. In overything he doss, be affirms humen value. His concern
for bis students and for sll thome he meets, even the hoboes and
drunks, domonstrates thig,

In contrast to the viclence of this claus, Updike provides a
paraliel elass in whick Chiren tesches essentlelly the same lessown.
Hove, the atmosphere {a pontle snd quiet, Iuvetend of the closed
roon and the stisk of the stable, there is %...fvee spece-~tousched by
the owehing sesreh of fresh shootn snd threaded by the qulek duip ?g@@
of birdsong relessed as if from & laden ceiling riech in @E@m@mﬁﬁﬁw'%
hiven thinke of berbs sad healing. ¥Wie students greet hilm with o
bymne  The sl ie feech and wweety “Chiren ishaled; air Iike honey
enpanded the spaces of his chesty his studenta cespleted the ﬁ@aﬁ&awgwgg

Students and teacher become ome. Chirom beging his stovy of creation,

28

ibide r Do &G,
28

M@@ Do e
e
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and 1t contrasts strongly with Caldwell¥s:
S 4

Aud Jove set the waiverse o wotion. ALL things thos
exint ars her childven~—gsun, moon, sturs, the eswvth with ite
usuntalng end rivevs, itw tvees, herbs and Livisg crestuves.
Hiow Eros wes double sexed and golden winged and, haviag four
heads, sometinmes rosred like s bull or & lion, souetiuss hlssed
like a sevpent or blested like @ ras, beneath her zule the
world was as havmonlous as a beehivae, Men lived without
cares or lebor, eating only acomms, wild fruit, snd hewey that
dripped from the tyees, dvinking the sdlk of sheep and gostsa,
nevey growing old, daseiag and lasghiop much. Death to thom
was ne noere terrible than sleep. 31

Hera, Instead of vielence, repture, sad favecious enewgy, theve
is undon and peaces, love, rathew than blind enevpy 48 the moblve
foree. Yon Is oot & teagle, desth-foreseaing auiwal, but o whols,
bealthy wnd fulfilled belng.

The contvast Is o perfsct keeping with the quotation from
farth. The first lesson is the lesson of the esrth, the secend is the
lesson of the gods, Caldwell-Chiven iz ¢u the boundery, He exlote
apnevhere bolwesn the two. Thet is ¢o say, be how intimations of
Imunrtaliby.

Caldwell'’s awavenese of the fuminence of desth expresses
itgelf ou & physical resctlon, o pain In the stomsch which be mistskes
for conger. Ho telle his wife, "I con feel 2% in we like o podson

32

anshe wrapped evound wy bowels,” aud then tells Pop Xrawezr, "i'm

caveying death in wy bowsle.™ AL the ssme time, he relterates a fiezm

L &
e

3%
Ibdd,
32
K&Z@i&}i@g Bo &1,
33
Thido, po 460
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belief in God. "I was e windster®e son, I was brought up to beldeve,

&)
23

" k34
By 1T
" In His

and T sbilll believe 10, Chat God made wewn as the lset thing
34
It ds necessary ab this podet for him to vecoucile his

2

f.'
o

falth 4o Sod and wan with his own appyosching death,

Hin own acceptance of the aseessity of death 1s complicated by
the faot that bis father, a ninlster; bad suffered 8 death bed loas of

g3

Fadtle Ha tells Petere

2

I rewmember, when uy old man knew bo was dyving, he opened
his eyes on the b@é and lookad up at Voo and Alma and wne apd
said, "Ho you thimk I'll be eternally forgotten?® ¥ ofvan
shink about that, Ztherselly forgetten. That was 3 Lerrible
thing for & winister o say. 10 scaved the livisg deylighte
ont of ms. 35

The evente of the followlag favw days complicete and amplify this
fosr, ©Caldwell, at his wife’s urging, goes to zea the doctor to have

regayn token, The doctor tells him that he suspects auelnous colitis,

but Caldeell w111 mot be ramssured, 4 casusl encounter with a drunk on
34
the strest points this ewt, The drunk ashs bin, “Are you resdy te diet®

e question L only an stZempt of badinage on the part of the dvunk,

but Caldwell tabes it in desporate seriowsncess. I askes him “Jerk
9

atlll 1ike a helted wmovie.® e concludes that he 19 aet resdy, and
shakes the drunk®s hond, telling his ®Yeu've clavified my
34
X%ﬁ’ﬁ@ o Pe 58,
35

X@ﬁuﬁgag We ?3@

36
Ibide, pe A2ke
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vperates as o paveldel. Hls father's provccupation beglns to affeet

Gim ae he becomes sware of how Lv affects kim personsllys

Hy father provided; be pathaered things to hisgelf and let
than fall wpon the worlds wy clothes, ny food, vy lesurious
bopes had fallen bo ne frowm bim, and for the firvet tlse his
death scenad, sven at ite fewense steller renove of iupogs
aglbdlity, a greve end drvesdful theest. 3%

He is vessgured soweshat by o conwevsatlon that bis father hes with e

Jenitor, Hs feels, in his nalvety, that "nothlag as absolute aud

avesone ey desth could enter 2 world vhare grewn men could eschonge
4
such banalitleg,™

Peter's awaveness, however, beglus to work Lteelf out symbole
feally, He dveems that he h@&ﬁﬁiﬁ velee caliing out of a Hason jar,
4L
L want te die. I wami o die.” The velce, of ecovrse, is the volce of
hiz father, ond the dvesn reveasls not zo wech the feav hia father feels,
g Lt doen the fey aspect of his obseselon,
The symbolic avareness Lncresses In & suwyrealist scene in which

Pater douvbles os Prometheus. Chalned o the rock he le vigited by

variovs wenifantatdons, Flret, My, Phillise svvives, telling bin
8 & i B

38

Thide, po 122,
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o .y K a P s i N S RE e d A 4
b, the desth demen earvies off the desd,’

The town appenrd, a0
& sort of Grosk chorus, and inforwms hia thet his father fs forpotten.
Vinaliy, bis father appears and writes s equeilon en o blaekbosrd,
&3
ﬁi 2 ¥ + & ﬁg = § {)é};& £+ 8 ii’:ﬁ;@ $ B
o swpleins that this is the recipe fox beth Lile and deatbs
e enciveled the B and &@&&w Buergys Thet's Life, Thet
Little eztrs £ Lz 1ife, We take in sugers and oxypen and burn
ity Iike you burm eld &%w&§ﬁ$@§$ in the trash barrel, and
give off carbou dioxide end water and enevgy. When this
process shops--be fed through the equatien--this stopg--ig
double Red out the Be-snd you become whebl they call dead,
Tou becone p worthless log of old shemleale, 46
Here apelo i desth, this tiwxe seen fn fts selentlfic forme-donth as
choniptyy, Petor watches In agony, and asks vhethoy the equation can
b geversed, Riz fatber sprece thet 1t cen be, and this provides

hopa, Bwen in terss of Lhe sclewtlfic formuls, there iz hope for a

ersal of death, for a kind of webivth.

It ip thelr mutwal apprehensicn of the possibdlity of
Caldvell®s death that forges the stvonpent link between father snd son.
Pesew begine to see all hiw hwpes bied to hie father®s 1ife,

Galdwell, on the other heund, comes o recognive o pegponsibility

fuhevent in his positdon sg fathev. He telle Hester Appleton, VT
45
can’y afford to die.”™ Whan be leaves her the twe Liveeconeileble

L ¥4
.\1‘%«,‘%&@;@ ¢ Pe 134,
&3
Ihide, po Los
&b
Ihid,
3

hides po 148




aod the aeed fo continve ldving

o that be can provide for his son,

Caldwell haads for the staive grogoy with woes. Pelor,
Hiz education i a riddle to wideh however 1t%s posed, the
snewer 4o monoy, of vhish there in not enoughee.. How his
aon's faee, dappled, feminine in the lips end evelashes,
narrew ilka a hatchet, saxlous and spesving, gnows at Caldwallls
haaret 1ike a plece of vnfinished business. 46

At the same time ag hils swarcnesz of responsibility incrasses,

fis fenr of death becomes ineressingly powerful. Tt beglus to
affect his every thought, On the Fifth day, 1% reaches & critlcal
intensiiy

Gluve, five days ago, Celdwell prasped the poszeibilivy
that he wipht dle, beok Lt Into hilmself as vou night swallow
& bubterfly. A curleusly vaviseble gravity has snterad the
fabric of thiugs, thet new wekes all surfaces leadenly thick
with heedleess povnepence and Che next fmstant makes then Jancs
with Inconsequence, glddy ss searves. A7,

13

The physiceld powver of this foor galns 2 mew intensity that

The shadow of the wing tightens se that his intestines
wince: a splder lives theve. Jrrough. In the shuffle of
ie thoughte his owm death keeps coming to the top. His
face burss, His lege po watery, his hesrt snd hesd become
snsrmous with feor. Death that white wideh for him? His face
ie drasched with wermthy & blindoess selses bis body; he
gilantly bags & fece Lo appeay in the aly, 48

Tavolved, as well, In Caldwall®s faar of desth iz the suepiclen

46

TGN
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Ibide, pe 149,
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Sen U et Temtbama Py ey “
father in "Plgeon Yeathears, The sradisional

237 33 o AR SN g . P R T I Wl . . B2 e o
tles bebween man and the carth ave abrogated, asd thepe men find
themselves restless sad vapavbtached. Pater points ocut thabs

laste asd Lnprovidance had always our domestic
dat 5o The reason, Lt came Co wa, wao &maﬁ RN m&wiiyg"
ecantral menber, wy fatbher, had nover rid himself of the idea
&h&“ h &iﬁk@ soon be meviang on, This fear, ov hops,

7 howa, 49

This Mwoving on® mer be mead elther in tersms of Caldwellls

3 32 3 sy 2w b evwn
death, ov in terme of s

e X 25 Wy te Faew
ape of plese. o the
« 4 S PN T TN . - D DR o Y N R T , T 2
sacond cape, Lt becomes 4 kiod of desire o escape sloiler te thet

3

el propalled Rabbli Ausgstrom. It fo pare of the inuer whisperlags
¢ fida

ol the egoe that asve lrreccncilable with the domands of ethilesl

wepponslbliliy, ¥ven in the depths of deuspaly, hls fan

o
[
5

e}
&g

AT

@

toword @ vesl, physical escape. He imagines biwmsclf rouniang “on and

, 3

ity OR & seubheast ceurse cutting dlegonally acreoss highways and

3

vivers f{rozen solld ag highways vutil at last he &
S0
death estended toward Baluleore.” This )

aps, bis head in

ind of physical ascapse,

however, is not a real pessibility for Caldwell. ¥He vejects 1% the
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seme way as he vejecte the possibility of o sabbatlecal. Mo refuses it
aotive considervation,

What gives Caldwell the streagth to vejeet esecepe end to beay
ap to the fopy and despalv that he feels in his veliglow. Ris falth
is relctorated throughowt the novel. Updike comtrasts the vital faith
that infosms end metivates Caxldwell with the cold, dead, jastitstion-
alised foith of the winleter, Reverend Mavch, whom Caldwell confropnts
in o deadly enrnent but highly conile srgument duriag & basketball
GAREo

Caldwall fs & Yresbyterlen tuwned Luthersn, and ", ..surprisingly
in one so teolerant, sincevely distrests the Beformeds, whon he
sgooeiates with Zimmervan and Colvin, whow he ssscclates with everything
wurky and oppreseaive snd arbitrapy lu the universal kﬁﬂgﬁ@mew" This
bies lo not, howaver, o surprisisg. The pod of the Reformed Chugeh,
that is to say, Kerl Barth®s god, 45 too terrvible sud powerful, tee
srbitcary for Caldwell’s humenistic teste, Calvin®s notion of prace,
2t least in the way Celdwell sndewstends it oo descending on & falehful
few regardless of worth, mekes & nmockery of the kinduess and self-
saerifice which ere Csldwell’s wmain attributes.

Caldwellis failth i¢ dynamic, and elmeost everything he does is,
lo gsowe way connested with 1t. The Reverend Havch (Mevs, Ares) bhas a

different kind of faith, It hes been hovdensd in tha crucible of ware

81
E@ﬁ.ﬁ@@ Po 174,
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Though his falith s intact sd as infrangible ss wetal, it
is slwe like motsl desd. Though he can go and plek 4t up and
test 1ts welght whenever he wishes, 4t bas no srms with
wirich to recch end restrals bim. He mockes it, 52
Calddwall, on the other hand, is unot capable of mockiug his faith.
Patey denonslrates this when, in an avgument with Hinor frets, he makes
fun of those with Paith, Xmm@@i@&&lyg ha peveeivesr in his assertion
“an abyswmal betraysl of his ﬁ@&kﬁxaﬁﬁﬁ

When the twe falths eellide at the basketbell geme, it is
Haveh who is annoyed by the burlesque sbeurdicy of the sboutad
discussion of theology @&ﬁkwﬁ@ oute 4t off, Caldwell, Thesvy and
elddy with his oun ﬁ@&ﬁﬁgwﬁégﬁﬁmﬁ to fepl that 1 felth satters at all,
it matters o8 wuch at baskethall gemesn s¢ dn church, Absurdity doss
oot bother him. He has already sasrched fov hile answer In discussiouns
with o homegemual bivebhiker sud o honosemusl druuk. He hes ne
difficuley in confronting ¢ lesheveus wminletey at & baskethall gome.

The discussion with Merch doms not effer suy conaolstion, but
Caldwelld 1z glven g diffecvent kind of auswey at the sene besketball
same, Poarallel with his fear of death 1o his fear of leosing hisz job.
fle hes been given ¢ bad veport, sad be has discoversd the prineipal,
Elvmernon, opgaped in an awovous affedr with e female schoolboavd

wombet, e snpects te be flivaed just as he exnpects to die, Zimcermen

32

M@ g Po 178,
83

Ihidoy pe Li&o
54

Ibid.y po 289,
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confronts hie ot the bashetball gews snd eruelly beglos what appsave Lo
b the prelude to Caldwell's diswmissel. Just¢ as Caldwell is sbout to
collepse with approhension and feawr, Zimmerwan, in what ssens an
astonishiogly generous strohe, tells Caldwell, "You've received no
favort. ..you're a good %@&@h&ﬁaﬁgﬁ Zimmernen-Zeus haa dlspensed grace,
and thie dlepensation of prace in the earthly sphere is @ pavallel of
el o prelude to the ultimate dispensstion of grace in the spiritzal
aphers.,

The final movemsnt of the wovel is precsded by & tremendous
sapwstorm, which for the third day in a vow, pravents father snd son
from returaing howne, The suowetors cleans mad purifies the countiye
pide mnd geems 2 eymbol of death, an ectual, physical representatiosn
of the conceptual “whits wﬁ@%&”géwhéﬁﬁ ie Caldwallls vislon of death.
It acte ss o kied of catharsis, clesnfug ost Celdwsll’s Fesy and
dagpalyr, and be emevges freow it f1lled with joy, aud fn full scceptence
of desth. Before he and Peter yeturn bome, he goss back o the school
whers he sets all his affeivs iv ovdey, se thab “the new teacher can
gtep right in and teke @v@xg>§@@@ devdli. BIfL, Bang, wove over,
huddy, vest step, the ﬁmmpsﬁgg

- Pather ond soen veturn howe the day fellowing the sterm to learn

@5
Ibide, pe 187

X%‘?ﬁﬁeg Po 158,
57
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ar

that Caldwell bas ones agein been spaved. His wife tells him that the
doctor phoned end that the nerays ave clear. What he seffers fvom is
puginons colitis. Caldwall glves ﬁh@m&f vhore he feels 4t il duaj
®God takes care of you if vou let ﬁi@@“§§

The fimal chaptor is an alaborstely complex integrationm of the
rael and the mythiesl, the othical and the spivitusly thaet i¢ to say,
osrth and heaven. It desls with the dispensation of grece, and
rennites the antinomies into the vholensse ¢het s part of grace, The
real and the mythical blend as Caldwell snd Chiren become indlsotinguishe
ables the ethieal aud epivitusl blend as Celdwell accepts the secessity
of both wvorks and faith; heaven and eaveh blend as Caldwell, “the
ereature on the %@@@é&ﬁygwﬁgi& granted grace,

The chapter opens with the 1ine,"Alone he walked throwgh the
white wﬁ@&@a“@b The "ubive width® is the fleld of soow, but it is alsse
the fleld of death., UGsldwell-Chiron becomes sware of the joy that
holonge to the Lewd end determines to sustals that joy through selfe
suerdificas

He thought of his wife's joy in the lond and Pop Kerswmar®s

Joy v the pewspaper and his son’s joy iun the future aud was

plad,; prateful that he wes able to svstain these fov yeot & space

moT®. The merays were elear. A& white wideh of days styetched

shead. The time left hiw poscessed s skyey breadth in which he
swam like & Urue grondehild of Oceanu@ac. 61

58
Ihids s pe 217,
39
K%ﬁﬁﬁa@ Pe KR
G0
g@ﬁ.&ﬁ»@ Be 238,
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g%&ﬁu&®9 g?a 3&@@



Is these terws, self-sserifice bevemes o positive thiog and, “he

dlesovered that i gliving his iife to othere he enteved a total
Hd
fraodon,®  Hie ritual self-sacrifice, like the self-gacrifice of

Christ, peing him the freedom of grace. Heaven and savth ars ﬁ@%ﬁﬁ%@d
o Blme Toeodnm the wupright of his body, Shy eud Gala wmated &g&&ma“@g
fle can nov neke a positive affirmetion of value inm the uvniversa,
“tnly goodness lives, but Lt doss iiv@awéé

Thera Lo a cost involved in thie, however, and the cost io &
cartein donial of the ogo, and a glving wp of poseibilitics. Caldwsll
wonders, To.ohow could hils father®s seed, euploding lute an fufinitude
of pospibilitias, have bean fusnelsd into this, this pavalysed pateh
of thinkless allen land, these faw cryptie faces, thosa cevtain four
walle of Room Zﬁ&awgg Whan he veaches the car, he understaedes “This
was o chaviet Lismerman had sent %@x'@ﬁﬁg“éﬁ Foy Chizow, this is the
chariet that will eavzy him to death, Tor Caldwell i fe the car that
will cavyy him to scheol and the Life that Cod haw chesen for him.
He undarstande what the prise fo and he fo willing te accept i, The

67
novel ends with the septence, "Chiren accepted death.” Caldwall too

52
Abide
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sccephe death, but 4t 42 5 webaphoric death thet be accepts, & death
for the lwmer whisperiops of his o 980

Rabbit Augstrow hed echieved o similer vadevstending when he
realized that, “the best be can do i subsit te the system and g%ww
Heloon the chenge %o pase, as be did, uwothinkingly, through &&&“&g
Rabbit, %@@&vﬁﬁg rajected this powsiblility, sud his story ended with
biw reuning, the light of greee behisd the chureh window blinded to
isdize  Gworge Celdwell ande hle stovy fulfilled. The spllegue deseriben
Chiron bedng placed in o position of hosour, in che constelletion
Sagpitarvivg, by feus; end, by extending the perallel, with Caldwsll
badag provided with graca by Sod,

It Is the lest chapter which has led te the wmost nisundersiande

of the novel and L¢s fotentien, A greet sumber of ovitics heve

A

seonehoyr ceacluded that feldwell actuslly did die. Kowmen Podhovets

says of Caldwell, "...theve iv wothing o this chevacter as Updike

6%
has crested him thet mabes his sulcide dramsticslly plavsible,”

76 71 72
Bryan He Wyatt, Jack DI Sellis and De J. Envight all felt, with

5
Jobo Updike, Rabbit, Bon (Greewwich, Connecticut: Paweett
Fublichtions, Incorperated, 193%), p. 188,
6
Rorman Podhorets, 4 Dissent or Updike,” in Horxoame Podhovets,
ﬁﬁ%ﬁj@w§§§m§§§@iﬁ§@@ Hew Yorks Parvaw, Stvaus, 1964), p. 236,
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Wyatt, "Paychelogical MNovael,”™ g 93,
71
Jack Bi Bellls, "The Group and John Updike,” Sy
72 (Bummer, 1964}, p. 536,
72
Envight,

Congpirvators and Powts, p. 136
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Podhorelis, that Celdwall bad committed sulcide, lerris ¥, Yates

concluded, not sulcide, but “a hesvt condltion...aggrevated by vorpy
73
aod overwork,” was what cavried him off, MHaturally enough, they

2

rogovded this as s weshuess in the stery. It Ls 2 tribute te

el

Updike®s ehild thet, in spite of sueh & wieveading, oll but Podhorets
felt chat the novel wee, aevertheless, & Buceess.

Caldwell done net dfe v Che vovel, tut he g dead by the time
of the tellinmg of the stovy. Peter, es navrator, is grown up, an
unsucsessiul bt ressousbly happy ertist. He wonders, assessing his

4

1ife "ine 4t for this thet wy fether gove up bis 34e?™ The snawer,

of course, be yen, in splte of Peter®s falleve to say the unsayehle
thing. TFPetier sees himself and his wistress es ssking, vic and vang, one
whole person. It i o visdon of vholonass thaer Caldwell has left his

o

gon, and the atory that fhe sen tells of his fathey s an sdequate

tribute to the value of bils legeay,

73
Horrie W, Totas, "The Doubt end Paith of Johw Updike,Y
Collsgn Fuelish, 26 (Maveh, 1965}, po 473
74
iipdike, the Cenbaue, p. 201,



GHEARPTER IV
CONCLUSTON

Tw all of Updikels literary work, hls chief concerns ave
raliglous. It {3 man’s relationship to God that is Updike®s primaxy
thens. ALl aspects of 1ife ave ezemimed in relation Lo thie alngle,
fundenental lesue. Though Updike 3z now a Congrepationalist, be was
ralsed as a Lutharen and, he says io “The Dogwosd Tree: A Hoyhood,"”
the changs has been praguatic rether than spiritusl. He ds selll
Infleenced by the dovk Pordle teachings of his youth, The Sod he
hellavas dn s abeelute, Updiks feele that iF Cod is te be believed
lin, then He must he accapted as the sll powerful werker of mivacies.
Yo states: “That God, st a rewote place and time, took wupon himself
the form of a Syrisn covpenter and walked the espth wilfully healing
aml abusing and affimuing end grieviog, appeared o me quite in the

i
character of the author of grass.”

If Sod is accepted, then ss covellasy, the Bible has mesning.
tpdike feels that 4% provides the mest velid elue to ths mystevies of
life, apd feels within hfmeelf “en obdurate jmsistence that ot the cova
of the core thexe iz o vight angled clash to which, of all wesbal
sunbinatlons we can lnvent, the Apostle’s Creed offers the most

P
adequate covrempondence and vresponsc.® This pavticularly Lutheran

1
Jebn Vpdike, "The Dogwood Trees A Zoyhood,” fssorted Pross
{Greenvich, Comnecticuts Pewgett Publicatlony, Incovporated, 1965}, p. 143,
2
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aspect of Updike®s Chought Le the grest unifying foree fa 8ll of his

e

wrdllng.

There ds, In all of Updike's work, o cohersnce and unity thet
Lo the vesult of hia comprehensive wetephysical aud srtistic visliome
Yhe themes that ave frested in his saplisst storvies recer in his
laver worke se he expands and clarifles this wiglon, Ultimately, ali
thamer becoms o part of i%%~&ﬁlmﬁﬁaﬁmp&$$iﬁg ralationship boetween Tod
amd man, The eviistic methed wheveby Updike ewmpresses his metaphvaical
vialon 1 the sethed of nestelgis., Nestelgla, the veeveation of the
past in the light of the present fs, for Uplike, a nemns of suaniniog

RradE g 2 s & g, 2% Y e W v v g g Y eﬁv‘(’
the werld and net wmeraly a state of wisd,

&

makes perbaps the clesvest definizien of Updike®s artietie position,
In & sermon based on Rarl Baw

Dogmaticr, the winister comments thet klswm nemed the creatuves,

3 0P

and In so dolng, pove thew on evvence. Treow thie be concludes, ™Is
net langeege e act of hushendey, a fencing fn of Ffields?...lasguage

atwetes Che bavven dengity of brute watter with the pesetzutions of

w

the mind, of the spivit,”™ Hemory synchesises emperience, and gives 1¢
mpandong. The artiet’d trensletion of memory jubo langusge 18 a
enoing In of Flelds;™ that fa to ssy, it defines snd Linmits cur
peperience, giving it g biand of ledependent and objectlve culstence

In 2 short sheteh eutitled, "Hy Crandwmother®s Thimble,” the

3

John Updike, Of The Farm (Greanwich, Comectisuis Fawesit
Publieations, Incovporeted, 1963}, pe 11,
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narrator save, "How avound that cold sperk, ifsolated in mesory, the aly
&
of that house crystallizes.” Here again, soatalgia becones o wethod

of recrasting snd defining ewpevioncs.

Pater Caldwell, the wervator of The Centaur s the elesrest
embodinent of Updike®s suthoviel veiee. The story of his father®s
gecriffce {8 delined and glven weandog through the nyth-neliog pover of

Lo

Tarm ecorvies the

albingsen in OF

noubalfis vislon ene atep further and sctually rotumny physleally to

he place of his childheod v s odysesy that lo an abbonpt te

%

he pattern of ble growing wp, dnd so to defive and glve
& ¥

regresie ©

move than o wethed for Updike., Tt becomes, in all
¥
6f his work, an gwavensss of the strempths of the past, and iIn

7

particulor, of the Amevican past. Hook, in The Poorbouse Falr, relives

bin fachor®s past and pofuts fo o wirtue that has ddsappesred. Plat
fanema, 1o Couples, ip o carpenter, sware of o craftsnenship thet gave

sirength avd meaniag to life, end which fz ne longey in svidencs, In

wany of the Olinser stovies, the father playe the part of Umele Bew

mﬁ%&w
in & July fpureh pavede, ond by se doing, sxpresses a fsith im the

American heritege. Ultiuneiely, tivle sostalpie vesxne for & Cime, now
) & B 4 [
past, when feith hnd strength and mesnlug.

Undike le not, hwwever, ohiefly coscersed with bereaning the
] & & %

@

hn Updika, "the Blessad Man of Bostew, My erondnothar’s
@%gm%l@@ &m@ Panning Teland," Plgeon eg (Greenwich, Conneeticuls
Taveatts Fm@&i@@ﬁﬁ@%ﬁg iﬁ@@ﬁ?@ﬁ@&@ﬁg 19023, pe 162,
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pogsing of virtue, He is concerned with the oxdinavy mun'e sttempt to
£ind meaning in 2 werld thet o longer seemz Lo offsr hin very nuch
that iz selid.

The swarensse of death is one of Updike's malin thewsss Alwoys,
awavensss of death fs coupled with doubt, and the produect of the twe
e & kind of spivitual snget. Its flvet trpatwent in "Plgesn Festheps,”
examined the firet clumey fumblings with falch of @ young boy. It was

glven wajor treatwent in the twe conplementary novels, Rabbit, Rus

The Conteur, The wotive fores in such nevel i the heve's swareness
of death, This eunrveness, in turn, drives eagh of the herees Inko a
weunting, frensled activity, vhick in eash case Jdevelops futo a
spivdtuel cvials ss the focup of the sctlvity becomes en stteupt to
establish & relaticunship with Godg that iz, the swereness of death
bucoues & quoest for grace, the only pessidle solutlen to desth.

2 bocemes o tragle demonstratien of felluzey The Centsur

becones & Joyvous celebration of auecess.
At the sase time, inextricsbly woven into the quest for grasce

ie Updike®s othey maim gl

omet  the covenant established in Senmesis,
This covenant 45 the el of relationsbips snd responsibilities that
man aocepts in returo for God’e peznitting bim to euist im an
indepandent reslity end offering him ealvation., The witsess to this
covenant is Christ. Rapl Berth empresses the conecept thusl

The inslight that wan owss his enistesce and form, togethey

with all the reality distinct from God, te God’s cvestion, is
achieved only in €he reception and answer of the divine self



witness, thaet o, only in faith in Jesus Christ, feas, in the
kunovlodge of the unity of Crestor sad creatuve actualized in
Him, end in the life in the prosent wedisted by Binm, wudey

tha wight and ia the euperience of the gooduces of the Crealow
towards hig creatureg. I

Barth, ia his Chuzeh Do

tice eusmines peviiecsiarly Cwo aspects

of the covenant: wmon's freedom, end his veletlionship wikh other
ereatures, These twe theses bocows eaior themes of John Updike, teos
The ides that Ffreeden lo mesndogful only in tewms of Cod,; that freedem

1o for, vot frow, is o wajor aspect of Rubbit, Bun, Babbit in

attenpting to echieve e frendom without rvesponedblility becomes a sleve

go the anagehy of his owa peegions. Georpe Caldwell of The Centasy

Finds his freeden in respensiblility sud so enters the real and tetel
fresdon of gracer “.s.ho discovered thet fu glving his life teo

othern he entered s tetal ﬁﬁ@%@@&awﬁ e Updike®s later novels, the idea
of frecdom is also Zmportant. Plet Hanema of Counles paine a different
kind of frecdom frowm silher Rabbit Auvgotzom or Seorge Caldwell. Uod
destroys the chureh of whick Plet is a wewber, lesving him to the
fraoden of o hind of animal solf-gegiefoction, but destroyiag any hope

for & veal end wmosningful fresdom.

The other aspect of the covenant, sesponsibility, fe also

$
Zorl Davth, Chereh Bessaties, wol. 11X, port I, ade, Rews G W
Bromley end Beve T, P, Toveence, trans. by J. W. Edwavds, Rew, O
Bussey end Bev. Bereld Woight (Bdimbuwght T. end T Clavk, 1938, pe 3o
6
Jobn Updihe, Th
Publications, Imecorpora

¥ {Oreeuwieh, Compecticuts Fawealt
32y po 220,




prosent in all of Updike®s works. The primavy seeponsibility, becouse
the fivet, 1o man's vesponsibility to womem, The winister fn 9f The

Porn analywes Bavth®s lengthy sew

ment on the volationship and councludess

In designeting hev with his own genuric some, Aden commits
an act of faith, *This is pow bose of wy bones, and flesh of
my flask.® In o declaring, he sckaoviedges within himself
e responsibilicy to be kinde MHe tles himeelf ethicelly te
the earth. 7

Tha twe poles of the velationship ave onseived In Rabble, Tan

and The Centaur. Habblt abrogstes bis ethicel bles, deuring his
rpoponsibility to be kind., Ho ceben buwo women, and aceepts wo
ganponglbllity for elther, Goorpe Caldwall, in spite of his fmnteslies
about the phys-ad Ceecher, acknowledges hie responsibility to his gﬁﬁ@w
and the lessen he leavas 1s YA heve fs & king ssovificed to Heras.™
Hers 19 the patronsse of wmarriege, mmd Caldwell's sacrifice ralses Wim
to herele propovtions,

In the loter covels, OfF arm snd Cowrles, Updike ouxtends and

deepons this concuen. Josy Robingon fu Of The Parn ds diverced, and

sooks to justify bls semuwality. The entlre seciety of fouples operates
in teras of a sesl-nystical sexuslity that is surrogate for religiom,
and the spirituvel destruction cassed by the ries and collapse of thie
society demongtrates its futilitv.

The other sspect »f the concept of responsible reletienship,

7
Updike, Of The Ferm, p. 1id.

Updike, The Ceuteur, p. 22L,
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paventhosd, operates in wmuch the sane way. Hebbit Jdogetrom denies

wis responsibility for Wi pow, though it remalus, “a hardness he
5]

P4

must corry with him.” OCaldwell, the men of grace, sacrifices himself
for his son. Joeoy febinson, heving deserped his children through hi
divorsa, is hounted by thewm fuv dresss, The children of Couples becons
s silent, ghostly chorus, denying by thely very existence the valildity
of theilr perenis® selfish sewsality.

Ap » counterpoise o his concers for the individual and hie
prieate spivitual exfstence, Updlhe detalls the fallure of scclety te
perve a resl and neaningful puvpsee. Zetablished weliglon, he zess as
wntared down, baving bucenme a kind of selledoulling soclel sewvice,

The sinister, Vobson, in "Pipgson Pesthewe” and Beeles In Habbit, Bup

are prime exomples of this felluze. Fach fe concerned with works, bug
the works sve ineffectual bessuge sach lacks veel faith, Those
mindoters whe hove escaped this dilution acen Co be as lseffectusl ue

thelr counterperts. DReverend Kruppenbach fv Rabbit, Pun denies the

value of worke aod, in his fanaticsl falth, beooomes nevely lrralevant.

Reverend Maveh in The Conteour has @ dead, fofrangible faith chat helps

o one. o wlioister seens to be eble to conblve falth ood works
neaningfelly.
At the seme 2lme, Updike indicts the cestomary alternative to

fadth, humandswm, sad Cooner of The Peorheuse Palr besws the brunt of his

a9
Joho Updike, R £, fun {Creanwieh, Connccticuts Feweets
Fublicotions, Incovporated, 1959}, p. 254,




gritiofisn. Oodlens hupasiom becomss fzhoman pracisely bacsuse it Io
Sodlesn. Tn d2s concern for man®s physfeal well being, it lgnoves
esach man’s spleitual veernings and lesvos bim feolated and wafulfilled.
it offers & wmatarial vichnoss whose covellary lg spiritusl bavpsaness.
Connerfs wroad love of humanity Lo balanced by his distaste for the
individusl wevbors fn his cave. Humanlsw, for Updike, Lz 2 stevils
alterantive o vigal Lalth,

Updika’s religlous conceras, to gome ewtent, get him apayd from
Wls contomporariss, Ho 4s 88 aware ss thoy ave of nihllism, of despalr,
snd of the sesuing sbaurdities of axlstencs. Unllke them, howaver,
he asas the altustlon ot se the inevitable consequence of the way
things are, bl vather as a falluve of wneders men ond noders soclety
2o realize the posslbllitien of weasl grace in motlon weder a resl
Dad. The poasibilivies ave there, he ssserts., Man needs only Co

gitaop bhas,
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