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(a) Purposs
The problem ayea of consern 1s in the field of gosial

work oducabion., A concern common to the 3chool of Social YWork of

the apencies thab arc stalffed by sosial worksrs and to the come
munity is the serious chortage ol tra ned

Arnulr Pins, in his study "Hho Chooses Soclal Vork,
Phen and ﬁhy?“1$ it is esbimabted Ghab in Janada end

the United States, bebtween ten and [ifteen thousand new social
workers are nesded anmually 5o fill existing vacancies, 50 replace
those leaving She Tield, and %o staff new positions, Collescthively
411 the schools of social work in Canada end the United States have
heen sraduabing a little more Shan two thousand sbtudents anmually,

f

nich probably fails to equal the number wWho die, rebire, leave

work or move b0 other fields, =nd doss not take inbo ascount already

workers employed nok have
sny professionsl ity and the

I, Pins, ¥ho Chooses Sogial fork, Wher and thy?
An Exploratory Study of Fachors Iaﬁlu wﬁiﬂg Cargor vholces in
[

o
Toninl ork.  Gownoll on cocial Work nducabion, lew YOTK, 1903,

,n
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directed at potentiaml studenis.

Reeruiitment program

& P}

gpecific knowledge regarding
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when and v

ble knowled

z8 concern

awareness of socizl work as a caresr s devslopad,

influences the {inal carser cholcs i1s reguired, Ihis knowledgze o
be used to judze the effsctivensss of current recrullting programs

being explored,
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BACKGROUED OF THE STUDY

The theory of ocoupational and vosabional cholce is of

major relevance Hto thi our concern lies in when

-

sosial work students ma
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‘ our int
the possibility that this cholce can or is made abt an early enough
staze Lo expect sbtudents to choose social work abt an undergraduabe
level of education.

"The theory of ocvupational choice srew out of studies
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which souzht o identify and anslyze the forces that

or detract from the efficiency with whish individuals ubilize th

.

own resources and with which socleby at large utilizes its

tde

resources."2 This theory has been based on two areas of sbtudy:

studies of the wemployed initially gﬁodtccd awareness of the

]

significance of work in human life, studies of students Trom

of education nroduced ine
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formabion for the purpose of vocational counselling through school
syshemns.
Gounselling theory borrowed {rom the [ields of the

psychology of individual differences and ths

by

4y

2&1&4&%Pa9 ?insbu?g, Azelrod snd Hums. Uccupabionsl
Choice « An Approach to a General Theory, Columbia e
Presss HNew York, 195l. pe 10.




personalisy, Use was made of such techniques and sools as bests of

sush as the sconomic patberns

.

sions of She labor markets A& number of factors

shot influence vocational sholce and bheir role in the process of

choice heve been identifisd and classified.,

factors, such as the sosvial and economic forses which debermine

Y s

the individual's euvironment; the influence and availabiliby of

smobional deberminants such 28 need and

It is recoznized also that unconscious factors play a rols in

behavior, although wmany forces are in the realm of consciousness,

these fastors ars real
raneral thesoryv bassd on them have

nented approsch that does nol serve the purpose

o
o

rrent theory rests on the "basic as

individual never reaches the ulbimabe decision

in bime, but through a series of declsions over

e

yoars; the csumulative impact | g ths determining

choice of ocoupation is in Ghis way viewed as &

in berms of selr’, realihy and key persons. The mejor factor of

interests, zoals and values related Lo

31p1

o
-3

e

L4




o b o
¥ [&) el ) $a 5]
w o5 Gy 6] 3 o] e
4] A2 n ] R o !
o « ot & & & 3 o o3 wed [+ X
kol o %4 St I ] ] %4 =l ©
o A3 50 o (%] Jid o] o~ ] 5] @ ] B
4 Gt T 12 o} [+ N af o} TR ord
@ 53] [ o v s pef 4 it o} [5] A3
L o < 42 wt [»] o it By o
sl L) o] [ P &2 B [ o} o & 42
w4 £y B0 ©“ o K o 2 . £ o e
o o Ll (5] ot ] @ g o ] W o]
fs & 12541 <3 s o oy ot o] & -1 RE)
[ e & s £ o w 5] 42 % o )
e e & 4 (] ot @ R @ W & 32 oot
7 o o £ a0 & e 3 o o
o L 43 £ g ed T L o red ] = g
4l o 5 L4 [+ bl o ol i) s jud 2
© 43 ey el o by » ot B o @ ol o}
[ &3 43 b 571 [} et ] @ Z S o
M ] @ ord o & it o} Py 0 1
G 0 s oo g3 o] (o] e = o < w o
] & 53 & s B8 R 43 e =g 0 a2 P
i 2] - ot a3 “y o~ ot ed Kl £y 157 42
& g = - < P o) o B & = o
o 1 ko -t Ad o 2] 5] o] B . o)
1 o] 7 =2 o ] o3 o 52 o~ el St oy
i L o 1N & 1 £ w o £ o @
s @ ] £t O o] 4 j ] P 42 2 o [} o
ol o jol ¥ 03 o D %3 e ¥ A H 5] D =
« 4 ol s ¥ () 4% el 59 =]
L=y o 43 A et o] e al i} o K= [9) 5] el 3
i o £ o 43 & [} 0] o 5] Paa o €« o
B SR B o o © e - R B o
o weh £t ] S ] (o] o it ot = o
0 D et L e % O & ! o < £
at - i i ol et 3 3 @ e o © s m 43
. [} Bt @ 2 o] o] 4] 9} m 42 WJ % 42 j .tw .
By ped @ o 4 ol bt ot . et
rd = b ke Fal (o] o od @ i) 1t ot 42 G s @ =
ard o] 2 i Rl 32 ] o3 &2 ol &5 i (o] L2 Ll
8 e oz b 5 & s 5% B < o o w s i o 2y <
o e oot A A3 4 Ul s o) D < i 3 ] w3 9] (&}
g o o3 # o B ot R = By et %4 b & o o 2 ol
e o=l @ 0 1N o 5] @ [} ol « B o 43
o @ D 2 §3 o3 =] 4 A § B e S s - I %4 i @
S i ot 1> 5] © o 3 5 i ol ot ~1 D v © €
R 1 o (&} >3 [ss ] 4 2 6] -t % Ra 15 o] = i o o
= G o @ K et ot [} St A ol o] 4 @ ol s w B
] ot el @ £ ] et e L] P i w0 3 jo it el £ 5] po o m..,r.
< o = 43 @ &y o
o " 4D @ o 42 o [} o
4] sl ) K 42 - ol ] [ ] 523 o
4] foi 51 A e =] o D ] g e P wreh B o
! 42 & bed = © 1) ] -t 4 o] e wat}
o s} o ford > T ] @
b = 47 @ o 0 @ G fod
et i ] 8 vt ot BO 0]
e w o o $ar oy o P o +2
b [0} [0} I [%] =3 [&) A 124
e W 43 3 o el o) w 1]
o & [l E) o 3 B
(3 %) 4 erd fo @ o] red
K 5t ] = o D %o Kot =l =]
43 12 $ut sl 43 ko] o} 47 @ @




i

thinking and plancing, and conceabrabion is begun on one slement

by eliminabing albernabives. Role confusion, the inability bo make

4 o5 T g on T gy e g 4 o g
squabe control over many elsmenbts and Lhai new facebs of reallily

one cholve., The facht that choloes made during adolescence are

often discarded during The later period of realistic cholce, shows

fH

their basically tenbaltive character., This

~iod ends only when

he has a clear

7%

"The analysis of a process that Gakss place over a

ble span of years is always difficult, bubt it is more

di/Piculs when the srucial years ars

sersonality, as in ﬁd&laseencaﬂﬂh* Thig is a periecd

characterized by meny changes. bibidinsl pressures can inberfere
with the 2bility to make constructive use of available assets, and

the need for immediabe zratification in all arsss

time when bhe strugzgle to fres himself emotionally from

ol

his parents and his abbtachments 5o bthem, whils he 1s still dependent
kN

on %hem, may reach i1ts olimax, The need for emancipstion and free-

dom ean result in the sacrifice of fubure plans if these emotional

£ L 3 pe ey - A P
confTlicts are resolved in & negatlve way.
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adulthood,
usually between 17 and 19, the adolessent is ready Lo relinguish

tentativan
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§ necessary i shain as much of She undergraduabe liberal args

cuwrriculum as

theory and research, as his sbudy does, as well as

ased on & study of first year soclal
in 1960 in 211 of the zraduabe schools of soslal
and the United Stabes, including Puerto Hiso and

o
8

i

211 of the sixtye-bhres schools acursdited by

the GCounsil on Social York Bdusation, U all the en

class can be drawns

o P o vy 8%
general theories o

relatbion ko thess the

sment of younger sbtudents into an unders

»Wﬁutsu&waLOLﬁmﬁﬁ.mmk

Pins' study is the major source of inicr

¥

the career development pabterns of social work students, and in
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of socinl work as a caresr possibility in their early adolescent
vaars. rindings of particular signilicance are those thab show

influencing choless, and bebween vime ol
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field of social work and of saveer possibilitiss in 1%, and
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they are in She broad field




Date was gathered by meens of administering a questionnaire
4o members of the {irst year socizl work class. Because of limitae
tiong of btime and bthe naburs of the questions, 1%t was nob considered
necessary o check the daba againsb any records or other information.

Secause of the size and availability of the olass members it was

decided to use the whole populabion rather then 2 sample.

e

This did, however, eantail certain difficulties. The
researcher, a second=year sbudent, was at field work practice on

those days that firsbeyear students atbended classes on

was nob evle Lo contact all She students, The researcher reseived
permission to administer the questloanaire during btwo clags=time

periods of the first-year studenits, Dus 5o the absence of

of students., only forbyesixz gquestionnaires were completed in this
s g $

waye Lebbers were sent o the sevenbeen class members who hed been
absent o sbudy and asking them b« and return
their quesbionnaires., Hleven were reburned complebed, which zave a

b

sobal of 57 questionnaires filled oub, i. s. a

n
T

cuessionnaire which had been incompletely answered with = aumber of

¥

key tuestlons omibted was discarded, lesving a total of 56 guestione

naires o be used as the basis of this sbtudy, or 58,8 8% of the toval

class, Time did not allow any furbther follows=up which »

produced respenses from the tobal group.




The orizinal questionnaire was pre-tested on six seconds

yvear students, The only ference bobwesn

vear class would be the possibility of less

they were one year further removed from the

this wes considered neglizible, The

i3

number of snswers bthev sdded Lo %he lists of ibem

X 3
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choice quesbions suszested Lhab the category “obther” be added to

some of the questions, and the form of guestion 15 and 15

&

pa)

s

wWaS
chengzed for purposes of clarification. Questlon 12, dealing with
work cxparisnce in fieldsof practice was changed %o include
% [H) 5

Yooprostions” whieh had not beer included in Pins® study, bub

£, 3 v

s had nobed, had been writben in often enough To suggest

vy

which, !

thab this be considered a separabe cabezory. e had experisunced

some confusion by combining ehild and fa

decided in this study to use the berm "ohild and/or family welfare"
to elarify this dbem, OCur prestest group had also added montal

health and reh

o

bilitation agencies, so these two ilktems were also
addeds

Question 1%, dealing with the reason for uﬂder%&kimé
work exporience prior to social work education was nob part of

sudy, bub was included in our sbudy in order to find oub

if it could be determined if prior work experience was the cause

or effess of iﬂ%@f@s% in the field of social worke
Despite the fact that rsspondents were urged So fill
out all cuestions and 5o check thelr cuastionnaives Jor omissions,

snd that the pre-best group had filled oub thelr guestionnaires

fully and corrsctly, a number of re spondents falled %o completbe
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In order to gather informebtion sboub caresr cholcoe in
Social Vork, we have analyzed soms of the characterisbtics of sbude

anbs who chooss seclal work professional education, end will relale
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5 B0 the findings of Fins' sbtudy o discover 1f ths group at the
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of prior work experients and reasons for undertaking

gxperience,

Table I

dre and Sex of First-Year Socisl Vork Students
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This table shows that of the 56 students who answered the

.8 » - ¢ o .
questionnaire, 20 or L&.l2k were male and 30, or 53.58%

w

The entire class of &3 studenbs was made up of 28 males or LG ard

studenits in schools of

35 females or 5&%. The sex distribution of

social work in 1900, accord

The bwo sats of

sugzest bthat the distribubtion ot the University of

[

rolatively the same as thabt of other schools, and as well that
the brend thait Pins nobed of Ghe proportion of male students in
relation to {emales steadily increasing has indeed Gtaken plsce in
the years since the first sbudy was done,

Thers is & wider variance in the age distribution com=

2

pared to Pins' findincs, He found almost 70% under thirby ysars
g 3 * Q)

of age and about 10k over forsy.

T

5e35% -over forty, with

forty zroup as ma les and BOLTT)

the females in the under-thirty groupe. “hile Pins

female students included = zreater proportion of very young aand

older psople Ghan shodents, we [
chanzed to show more youn: wale students than Temnle, te found,

4

ag he di

£
°

[}

suts in Ghe

male shudents as
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Table II

Work Students Who Had Direct
ork or Related Acbtivibies

% of Total  B80.35% 80T 7
1% is o be noted here Shat the percentages for male and
female students ars almost idenbical, On this question, Pins did

not differenbiste betwesn male and female sbudents, bubt Tound that

82:72% of all s

tudenbts had prior work experience in soclal work

Thse 4iff

while not gzrsat, mmy be abbribubable %o th

ab bhis school coms inbto the younger age

Full=time paid

Yolunbeer 11 17,85 2

While L5 students had experience, 11 did nob.
-

hable, Some sbudents answored more

35 excluded from thé

&




question, indica

aby of work siperisnces,

Thus the total of 556 represenbs the total number of rssponses e

o

this question, not the number of sbudents who answered this qusstion,

These {indings are comparable to Pins® dabta, which showed

4, & E — o
the highest percentage of 53,775
basis,

The greater proporbion of females having experience as

volunteers probably reflescts the zreabsr avallability of such jobs

and wo

the non-professional
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Publie Agsisbance, ths two Tislds then

pesreentage of workers who had not yeb complebed zraduste vroe

fessional educabion.

The pumber of in group service

serving organizas

I}

tionse Pins does not differcnbiste bebwsen bthe ssxzes on this
cuestion, bub the distribubtion shown on Table IV is sbarbtling,.
Ghild andor Family welfars is the fisld in which the greatest

number of students have worksd, s sex disgtbribution

is made, the rreabest number of nalss have worked in the field of

public assistance and the greatest number of females in oroup

maleg thar females in correchbions,
The btwo responses in

Y

male students, wers "relinious

treatment®, It is possible o

the guestlon, but since

ave been left unclassified.
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almost bhe same as in Fins'! sbudy, although he found & smaller

o ot % . B

pereentage (30.21%) in the 1 - 3 yr,. cabtegory, and larger perden

A gn ra Ban Pl R T v st e T @ BT o o e ey 3 wa& 1 b £y 3
ages in the other two categories, Inis seoms TO 1ndloaue, &8 o
vhe 7indings reported in Table I, that the characterisbics of th

gbudent body sre changing, with s greater percentage of younger

Y

shudents and o smaller percentage of older students with le

worlk experience.

. on ot e st s o
Llso relabed to bthe subject of caresr decislion ls the
£ 4 e g s sy S 1 &= * DYy A e

Pach thab many of the Cirsteyear social work students Tirst cone-

sidered or btried anobher caresr befors deciding on social works
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The sources which provide

soclal work also hav

decislions,
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TII The Undergraduste Course in

undergraduate

urdergraduats courses in

nitoba, and

courses,

ve¢ had the opporbunitby

they had taken them where they were avallableg

bakens sy would heve congidered
if they hed been available; and which ones they would have considered

Availability of Social Vork Courses at Undergraduabs Level
at Colleges ab Vihich Students Obtalned Undergraduabe Degrees
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work or welfare & 10.53 L 2p.e2 - -
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Don't know Iy 702

sown R
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57 100% 27 100% 30 100%

one mele sbudent answered bobh items 1 sand 3, FPercentapges are

based on this Sobal number of responses, As expected, only a very

fow students had atbended colleges




Table ZIV

+ These

ould Have Considered Tak

lable
Tobal Pomale

& (3), nor those who did nob baks such

sbudents and btwo fomals students who 4id nob angwer bthis cuestio

The percentazes srs based therefore on 156 male and 28 female students,

Table XV

Kinds of Uourses Students ¥ould Have Uonsidered Taking
During ?néergraduaﬁ@ Years
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] %
“raduadv desres
social work 11 2‘;3#?5 f’ 21 Z_rg 7 55.‘»@?%
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11620 1 Lie35

Any courses in social
welfare or sosial work 23 EP.17 g .29 1 20687

Total 37 100% U 100% 23 100%
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carser decision was made relatively

late, and for most students did nobt seenm Lo ba thely Tirst choloce.

or trilsd another carss tboub ome~third of bthe olass entered

gradunbe sbtudies lmmediately after zradustion, while the zreatest

of

manber, L1% waited from one to thrss years,

the shudents 4did not

years or more, Uy

decide on & social work carser unbtil afber sraduabion, and only 7%

school,

FPins found that 5% of social work students had decided to becoms

goslal workers befors bthey starbed thelr collsps sducabion,

f.u ~$

The major scurces of information =bout secial work - direct

work ¢ &aerxerua and soceial workers themselves = wers also bhe
factors shudents renorted Ghat influenced them most Lo sslect a

Indergraduate courses and ingbructors ranksd
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egqually next with the influence of socisl work students and faculty.

[ty

Reerultment programs ranked fifth with 7.5% of responses and high
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. ™

R Y o o . . . a2
prozrams ranksd tenbh with L% of responses., Fins

school zui

: raorulbment programns ranked seventh in order of

rhance, which shows some
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Our students renked the svailability of Pfinaneizl help

as bthe Hhird factor in order of imporbtancs, equally with the
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in thelr adolescence, sinse Lhe wnderstanding and visibility of soclal
3

workers is

.

of social workers Lo actively ensa
141 i

Ping, in his sbtudy, recommended thalt further anslysis of

students in social work educatlon be carried oult te best the wvalidity

has shown the relative effectiveness of

Since our shudy

orograms aimed ab high school students,

it is sugeested that the effectivensss of specifie approashes and
bechnlgues nesds 5o be neasured to help determine when and with whom

selected recrulibment programs should be used,

between sarly awarsness of social work and this cholss of a vareer

suzgests that ressarch on Sthe impact of sslescbed

1 i




entrance level, a study of condit

sulties and is available z cone
siderable amount of maie : Ling with the mnseessity of such

courses and thelr content, bthere has not been, Lo our knowled

ffectiveness of recruibment

@

any compilation of data 40 relate the

and guldance progre
which sbudents are ready to make 2 carser choloe ab this poink,

and specifically Lo determine 1f younz men are entering the proe

Pession a5 bhis level in ths same proporiion as they are at the
ks +F

1.

profession should work toward a
understanding aﬁé knowledpe of the role of cosial work in our
society. A wmors posibtive undersbanding could mobivate more younsy
people to choose this carser, and sse it as an opporitunity for
gelf=ful fillment and service Lo soclety. The success of such youth

manned services ot the vompany of Youn: Canadians and the Peace

Corps suzgests that the appeal most atbractive Lo young people and

mosh consisbent with bhe values of the profession would be Lo the
idealism, prozressivism, and energy of young people.

2. Vays must be found Uo expand work experience proe
srams $0 include high school students. The success of such programs
as the Candy-Stripers to indroduce girls to a career in nursing

5 thought should be given %o discovering similar areas

sugrests

of service in soclial work,
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3, Greabter ceoperation shoeuld be

£y

guidance personnel and literabture and speaksrs be made avalla

guidance counsslors. A survey of local hizgh school libraries

=N

o8

nas

o

arobably show the lack of sny maberial
S ¥

U4

students at the present tims. The School of Social
the initiabive in this area in surveying what material can B

]

obtained and placing it within the reach of students.

li. Recruibment should be based on tested knowled

o

with high

school

Wls to
would
o

and

o8
=

experience, Uonsideration mizh% be given bo the idea of obbaining

similar data from sach class to keep findinzs up-to=dabe and

gather

addibional data. It is suggested also that the first class in the

undergraduate program be questioned in order to verify whas
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- e 1, i -
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e 35 te 39 years
— D ome T
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lie Then did you first become aware of Seclisl Work as a carcer?
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5e After gredustion from collsege
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