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This practicum focuses on The hlain Terrace rvithin the  Private Ornamental Cardens at 

Rideau Hall, the Covernor Ceneral private domain in Ottaw-a, Canada. This area of study has 

been selected, os i t  has historically been the most heavily altered ereo within the Private 

Ornamental Gardens. The Main Terrace is the most accessible area for the Governors General, 

end as a result, this area has been imprinted by the vorious Governon General in residence over 

tirne. Rideau Hall has been the residence of the Governor General, The Queen's representative 

as Canada's Head of State since Confederation in 1867. Situated along the Ottawa River, 

Rideau Hall was originaliy built a s  the private estate of Thomas MacKay in 1838 and later 

becarne the permanent vice-regal residence for the first Governor General, Lord Slonck when it 

was purchased by the Canûdian Covernment. The Governor Cenenl's responsibilities include 

welcoming visiting royalty and dignitaries to the estate, as rvell as the opening of Rrliament. 

The Covernor General's Award, the highest honour in Canada, is presented to Canadians at 

Rideau Hall for acts of bravery and commitment, and for literary contributions to the arts, 

humanities and sciences. 

Rideau Hall was designated as a National Historic Site in 1977 on the basis of its 

historic nr!d architectural significancc. This designation was limited the residence and did not 

include the larger cultural landscape defined by the estate. A s  well, the grounds are 

designated as a 'classified' site by the Federal Heritage Buildings Revieiv Office (FHBRO). 

The Rideau Hall estate is of national historic significance because i t  is an excellent illustration 

of the transposition of the British natural style in the English country estate to Canada. 

The estate is the terminus of the 'Ceremonial Route' from Parliament Hill and is a 

unique heritûge landmark in a residential neighbourhood that includes the Prime Xlinister's 

residence at 21 Susses Drive and many embassies. The entnnce plaza is the formûl point of 

entry for risi tors into the estate grounds beyond the gunrdhouse and gate. Evenis such as t he 

annuùl garden par., as well as more recent picnics and concerts are held on the grounds for the 

visitors to the estate, 

The historic grounds of Rideau Ha11 are comprised of 32 hectares (79 acres) of 

ivoodland, Iawns, paths and gardens were influenced by and modeled after the Britisli country 

estates. The vanous cornponents of the estate follow the Picturesque tradition and include: a 

pastoral wooded entnnce; approach area; an open parkland; historic farm and outbuildings; a 

natural woodland area; and finally, the private ornamental gardens. The original character of 

the estate follorved the 19th centun. British Iùndscape style of the picturesque. As Rideau 

Hall is the symbolic residence of the representative of the British Crown, the estate follows 

the British landscape style. 



The objective of the pmcticum is to research the chronologicol evolution of the site; to 

understand the present conditions in order to obtain an accurate sense of the needs, constraints 

and opportunity of the private grounds of Rideau Hall. The final recornmendations will 

employ an histone landscape conservation approach: the determination of historic value that 

will assist in the re-design for the Main Temces  within the Private Ornamental Cerdens. The 

re-design solution for the Main Terrace will also address the present operational requirements. 

This practicum offers an enormous opportunity to develop an historic Iandscape conservation 

plan for the Main Terrace which will incorporate an understanding of the estate's rich heri tage 

and the present concems, while planning for the future. 



Throughout this practicum study, 1 have been in contact ivith man); signifiant 

individuals in the Ottawa / Hull region, and in Winnipeg. 1 wish to thmk them for their 

generosity, kindness and assistance, as this practicum would not have been possible rvi thou t 

them. 
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that he provided throughout this practicum. He has provided much insight and 

encouragement, as his passion for landscape architecture enabled me to continue on and not lose 

sight of my goals. 1 would also like to thank Sherry Berg, Landscape Architect with the 

National Capital Commission; Edwinna von Baeyer for her knowledge and comments; Edrvard 
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Section, Design and Construction Division, NCC. 
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Chap te r  One: 
INTRODUCTION 





The historic estate of the Governors General of Canada is situated overlooking the 

Ottawa River in the nation's capital city. Rideau Ha11 has been the official residence of the 

Queen's representative since 1667, folloiving Confederation. The opportunity of selecting an 

existing site that is of great significance for a practicum study is both fascinating. as well as 

challenging. The Rideau Hall estate is perheps one of the besi surviving country estates in 

Canada, as it is an historic landscape of vice-regal status that is rnodeled after the British 

countni estate tradition . This academic study offers the opportunity to utilize a n  elisting body 

of knowledge to explore the new possibilities for the Main Terrace within the Private 

Ornamental Cardens. The Main Terrace includes areas of the lotver terrace, the Lady Byng 

Rock Garden, and the Michener Rockery. While this is an academic study, i t  is also an 

opportunity to eumine  the past, present end future of the hlain Terrace, while providing 

recommendations that wilI address the contemporary demands of the site. The Private 

Ornamental Cardens of the Rideau Hall estate continue to undergo the pressure of meeting the 

demands of the Governors General in residence. The changes and additions tha t have occurred 

to the Main Terrace over the years are significant and have resulted in a situation where the 

historical precedents that formed the site are less evident and JS a result, there is a lack of 

uni- in the overalt design. 

This pmcticurn's objective is to examine the history of the Rideau HaII Iandsciipe and 

to focus on the Main Terrace of the Private Ornamental Cardens. This area of study has been 

the most ornatelv embellished area within the formel gardens and the imprint of the various 

Governors General have been left at one time. The goal is to understand the histov, while 

making recomrnendetions thiit incorporate the ongoing contemporrip needs and requirements of 

the site. l t  is evident that there are factors that significantly influenced the cvolution of the 

residence. The gardens within the country estates in Britain ireere the influen tial models upon 

which Rideau Hall is based. Secondiy, the early British Governors Cenerais' tastes were also 

significant in the overall design of the estate. These changing desires and tastes influenced the 

evolution of the Private Ornamental Crounds of Rideau Hall. As Mark Laird clearly indica tes 

in the Rideau Hall Landscape Conse mation Çtudy ( 1  991 ) "tlw ~ i ~ s z ~ i t r i r i i t  of ï h i t  rr1trrirtiu1i.i 

1nny bc absorbed i ~ i  the futrire withoiit dmmgirlg t h  iritqqrïty of the site; 111id ionversely, whizt 
-- d t m t i o ~ r c  rnmj rimer bt. irrtrodtrced, for to do 50 ~ilorillf comprorrtizt. ~ s w r t i a l  ~idrtrs" ( p. i-i-76). 

The essential vaIues that are addressed in this statement refers to the historic values of the 

si te. 



1.2 Methodology 

The methodolog that was formulated to provide direction for this prûcticum began in 

May of 1996 when the historical research, literûture revierv, and an inventory of the physical 

resources of the site was begun. This led to the nest phase with background readings in the 

field of historic landscape conservation during the sumrner of 1999. The initial meetings with 

the Official Residences staff at Rideau Hall responsible for the day to day maintenance and 

upkeep were conducted along with members of the Landscape Architecture Section of the 

National Capital Commission (XCC). The NCC is responsible for the preservation and 

enhancement of the Official Residences in the National Capital Region, including Rideau 

Hall. Following the consultations with officids a i  the NCC a nd t h  e pract i  cum 

cornmittee members, t h e  s i t e  was  confirmed t o  be a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  s i t e  for a n  

h i s t o r i c  Iandscape conservat ion s tudy.  

A methodology was then formulated to provide direction for the research and study 

phases of the practicum. 

A .  lntroduction / Study Development 

B. Research and Data Collection: 

1). HistoricaI Research 

2).  Site investigation 

3). Operational Needs 

C. Anaipis 

D. Historic Landscape Conservation Xpproach 

Adaptive Rehabilitation Graphic Product 

Program developmen t CVritten program 

inventory and analysis Site analysis drawings 

Conceptual design Concept plans and sketches 

Design developmen t Presentation drawings 

Final Design Final document 

E. Recornmendations 

F. Conclusions 

A. Introduction / Study Development 

This section provides the background information for the study, including the 

identification of the purpose of the study; the chosen site; and the preliminav issues and 

concerns relative to the existing site conditions. A brief introduction to the area of historic 



Iandscape conservation, including historic precedents, will be the focus for the 

recommendations for the blain Terrace. 

B. Research and Da ta Collection: 

The research and data collection phases which occurred during the summers of 1998 and 

1999 were instrumental in the initial investigation for the study. This phase involves the 

historical research, site investigation, and the operational needs for the Main Terrace. This 

pmcess provided an understanding of the site. 

The Main Terrace within the Private Ornamental Gardens was researched in these 

ca tegories: 

1). Historical Research: involved the evolution of the Rideau Hall estate; the 

Private Ornamental Gardens; and the Main Terrace; 

2). Site Investigation: includes the regional planning studies; the built context in 

relation to the site; the natural conditions occurring within the site; the plant 

material; and ground treatment materials. The characteristics of the site that were 

o bserved are: 

i)the site elemen ts are those objects that are found in sitii.; 

ii)the t.ircfosirrt. refers to the elements that are natural or built features within 

the site and; 

i) the vieïus and vistas into and from the site; 

3). Operational Needs: is a compilation of information as to how the site is used: 

through observational study; through discussions with interested members of 

organizations or individuals; issues reIated to maintenance 

C. Xnalysis: 

This section will analyze the information gathered as liltered through an histone 

landswpe conservation a pproach. The me thodology wii1 recognize and accommoda te the issues 

and concerns which may arise as additional information is collected that pertain to 

opportunities and constnints. .An analysis and chronological structuring of historical evidence 

will be of paramount importance. Once this stage is completed, the research will then be 

applied to the developrnent of the site. The focus will be on the ascription of historic value - 

both physical and associative, 



D. Historic Landscape Conservation Approach 

This process involves the study of historic landscape conservation principies, followed 

by the assessment of the historie elements that are to be retained that are of value. Following 

the review and detennination of the historic landscape conservation treatment to be employed, 

the process will lead to the design phase of the study. 

E. Recommenda tions 

The recommendations that have been made are based on the issues and concerns and 

lead to the final objectives that are set for the study. The preferred site design option is 

identified and is detailed in both written and graphic form. 

F. Conclusions 

This section is a summation of the overali study for the Main Terrace. The discussion 

will also focus on the approach of historic landscape conservation and the adaptive 

rehabilitation proposa! that protects the histone values and the concerns that are addressed in 

the present context. The importance of this historic landswpe approach for the Main Terrace 

will also be discussed in this section. The focus will be on the protection of the historic value of 

the site, while accommodating the operationai requirernents. 

1.3 Goals and Objectives 

The goals end objectives of this practicum will develop further es the preliminary 

issues and concerns are identi fied. 

A. Goal: PROTECI- HISTORIC VALUE5 To protect the historic values of The hfain 

Ternce the through the process O€ ndrrptive reliabilitutio~t as the overall trea tment 

for the site. 

Objectives: 

1. To study and understand the concept and philosophy ofizdiiptivc rrlrizbilitictioir and 

to research the precedents in this realm to iissist in the design pmcess. 

t To elicit response and opinions from professionals and Officia1 Residence staff 

through interviews, in order to obtain a better understanding of the present state 

of this historically significant garden. 

3. To determine where histone value lies in the Main Terrace, both physicallv and 

symboIically 



B: Goa 1: ACCOMMODATE CONTEblPOMRY REQUIREMENTÇ IN A 

COMPLEMENTARY FASHION: A definitive design solution for the Main Terrace wi l l 

be prepared and rvill be based upon the historie values and contemporary requirements 

that ririses. 

Objectives: 

1. To study the Main Terrace through on-site investigation, archival research, and 

previous studies. to provide the appropriate background in order to address the process 

and phy sical fonn aspects of environmen ta1 and Iiistoric lu~zdscapc c o i i s m t i o i t  isz.ites. 

2. To explore those studies which have addressed the Private Ornamental Gardens at 

Rideau Hall previously . 

3. To interview individuais ivith an interest in the Main Terrace (professionals, 

maintenance personnel) in order to achieve the best possible comprehensive overview. 

and ultimately, to hcilitate the best design solution possible. 

1.4 Preliminary Issues and Concems 

l t  became apparent during the initial investigation that the Main Terrace of the 

Private Ornamental Gardens at Rideau HûII would be an appropriete topic for detaiied 

exploration, as it is a site that is rich in both historic and cultural value. In addition to being 

situated adjacent to other significant properties along Susses Drive and being an historic 

landmark within the national capital, the residence provided excellent opportunities for 

further examination of contemporary issues and concerns. .As stated earlier, the significance of 

the estate's link to the British monarchy and the influence of the British country estate on the 

Rideau Hall estate is an important factor in the overall design of the grounds. 



Chapter Two 
BACKGROUND 



2.1 Cultural Landscapes 

The interest in cultural landscapes with a focus on identification and assessrnent has 

increased in many parts of the world as a result of the development of a greater appreciation of 

our cultural heritage. lnitially the emphasis "71~1s p s t  plac~d otr irrdividrral elenrerits brit hrrs 

m r i 1  rxyaiidrd tu it  aiore Iiolis tir z h 1  im-1 irdiiis thu ïotr text iriil rrivirott inuii t iivitli iir iidlicli 

spenfic fentures artd sites me located" (Russell, 1988, p. ). The interest in cultural landswpes 

has grown in Europe, the United States and in Canada over the past twentv - .  vears, as the field 

of conservation has expanded. 

This increase of awareness within North America has primarily been due to the 

variousgovemment agencies that have an interest in cultural landscapes. The definition of a 

cultural landscape is veried, as it is defined differently by government agencies and authors. 

The term " m l  tirral larrdscnpew has been in use for many decades in the fields of geography and 

Iûndscape architecture (Paine and Taylor, 1995, p. 4). The use of the term "rrflrct:: 11 griirrd 

broadettiirg in prrspective i ~ i  udlicli experts beprr to look more Iiolistically ut the otviroizmerit 

(RiriseIl 198%) iidtli the i~rodifier 't-triturai' atrssesti t~s irrtgnittoir of both rtiitrird litid rniiritnndr 

resortrces" (Paine and Taylor, 1995, p. 5). 

The following definition of a cultural landscape is proposed by P a r k  Canada in its 

document G i i i d i q  Ptirrciples arrd Opmat ional Policies (1 994): " .4 ri y grograpltica l rrreu tlirr t 

ltns becrr ntodified, iriflrrcircrd, or siuerr specid  crilf trrd rnemtirzs by  ptwplr " (Canad ian 

Heritage, Parks Canada, 1994, p. 11). The term 'cultural landscape' is a broad concept that may 

include " a wide varie. of Iandscapes - for example, egricuituraiil, vernacular, and tradi tional 

landscapes, and designed landscapes, including cemeteries, memoriel routes, urban designed 

Iandscapes, industrial landscapes, university campuses, and historîc parks and gardens" 

(Clerk, p. 1). The study of cultunl lendscapes is imperative in order to understand our past, es 

they consist of many layers of information. 

2 2  Histonc Landscapes 

In the conservation movement in North America, historic Iandscapes have been 

described as "a type of cultural Iandscape in which landscape features or landscape character 

can be linked to a speufic person, event, o r  penod from the past" (kïelnick, 19E1, pp. 56-60). 

The present surviving historic landscapes in Canada constitute the need for conservation, as 

they are primarily recognized for their associative value or their aesthetic value (Paine, 

1980). Histonc properties often have a cultural component that is integral to the significance of 

the resource, as John J. Stewart and Susan Buggey have stated that: ' i n  the same way t h t  



importa~rt exirr~rples of prticrilur nrclritectrirnl stylrs are preserved, so shorrld exirrttplrs of 

traditioirul treritrneuts of Inirdscnpe or pnrticiilur gardeciirig sty1r.c be presmed, iri order t i n t  

ftitiirr pnenztiom 11111y e-rperiericr dirrctly, rntlrer tliirit froerr drscriptioizs or prrrrts, tlrr arumin 

iri ahiclt pprsom of the piut respnded to tlieir ~tioiroiz»re~itU ( p. 6.1). 

Historic Gardens 

The need to protect heritage sites globallv increases es rapid changes occur due to ai- 

going threats. Significant heritage gardens rnay be threatened by modern additions including 

plant material and various other elements. Cardens are ep hemeral and are constantly 

changing over time; as plant material grows i t  may change the overall appearance of a 

particular area. In the following statement, Nathalie Clerk describes horv heritage gardens 

are resources that evolve over time: 

(cited in Fnrrritwork mid L-rit~rilr f ir  L ' ? I I I ~ ~ I I I ~ I L ) I I  of 

historic purks atrd grtrdrtrs, p. 2). 

As the interest in cultural landscapes increûsed since the 1980s. the definition of 

historic garden has been considerably modified and expanded. Historic gardens are "much 

more than an ensemble made u p  exclusively of plants and flowers, an historic garden mav 

indude buildings, shelten, test sites, sculptures, etc ... The garden rnay also have a variety of 

functions: recreational and aesthetic, but also educational, scientific, social, cultural and 

environmental. It is also recognized that a garden is not static, that i t  evolves and changes 

with the seasons, as the vears go bv and in relation to its surroundîngs" (Clerk, pp. 11-12). The 

significance of heritage gardens is that they provide historical and cultural eiements of a 

cultural landscape. Because gardens are living and evolving entities, i t  is imperaiive that 



their a r e  and conservation must evolve with them. The following statement by Sheena 

Mackellar Goulty, perhaps best describes the importance of heritage gardens within our 

socie ty : 

"Cm-driis trrr 11 rtittll pilrt o f  orir iriitioirirl iirrd iirteririrtiorinl Iteritrigr, 

errcompussiirg more ficet': of orir cirltarizl aiid sociiil Itistoy tiruii uiry o f h m  iiri 

fonli. ;\loiiy prouide tltr srttitrgs for Iristoric Irorrsrs, otkrri  iirr of iiitrrust iii 

tlreir azcw rigbt. T h ,  ore both a recreationul iurd urr ~drrcntioitril resorrrce iiltd 

tire iirrrrrzsi~rgiy briiig rrcoprisrd r~orldwidr tr5 i~u~~ortortrriit iiatioirirl its.;ets." 

(cited iir Hm+tuge Gurdt.m, 7993, 7 )  

in researching heritage gardens i t  is imperative to have an understanding of the 

evolution of garden design, as  it has borrowed from different periods and countries. The 

traditions of garden design developed within distinct geographical and cultural boundaries. 

The cornplexity of heritage gardens is that they are both an "accessible art form, but on the 

other hrind, the form in which i t  is most difficult to interpret the original intentions of the 

designer." (Mackellar Goulty, p l ) .  The Criltirral Lurtdscupr Reports (CLR) P r q p i n  Timr Lim 

of Evrirts f19bd) states that: "Historic gardens are classified as 'the overail eppearance of al1 

culturai resources and their surroundings as they were in the histonc period.' " (p.20). 

Heritage gardens also may include residential gardens, a s  the grounds of Rideau Hall 

with the perennial gardens, are an enample of ornamental gardens located on officia1 property. 

The Rideau Hall estate grounds were commemorated by the Historic Sites and Jlonuments 

Board of Gnada  in 1977. (Clerk, p. 8). 

2.4 Previous Studies 

The Ridatu Hi111 Laitdsc~qw Cuiist~i~~rtioir Strrdy, by Eduima von 

Baeyer and Mark Laird. 

Tire Official Rrsideiices iir the iVittioitn1 Clipitiil: Deripr tord 

Coilsmrntio~r triidelitres for Ridnirr Hull, by the National Ca pi ta1 

Commission, Design and Construction Division, Architecture Section. 

Riderrtr Hall; Ait illristrated history of G a r ~ r r m e ~ r t  Hoirse, Othma,  

fiom V i ~ t ~ l r r r  times to thr presrrit d q ,  by R.H. Hubbard. 

Cuit r i  d s c a e  Project. ilfackizy Estute: Historicui St rtdy, by 

Landon French. 



Chapter Three 
HISTORIC LANDSCAPE CONSERVATION 



The interest in historic landscape conservation in  North Amerka began in the late 

nineteenth century and originally focused on places that were connected to historic events or 

famous personalities. In an attempt to protect American heritùge the early gardens of George 

Washington and Thomas Jefferson, "have led to the interests of garden conservation to the 

maintenance of Mount Vernon and bionticello a5 commemorative monuments to their original 

owners" (Mackellar Goulty, 1993, p. 41). In the discussion of the conservation of gardens, 

Sheena Mackellar Goulb states how the "changing attitudes to our garden heritage have been 

reflected worldwide in the incorporation of historic precedents into garden design, and in the 

eppreciation of historic gardens, promoted first by individuûls and private organizations, but 

increasingly by government and educational bodies, in moves to prevent their loss. (1993, p.38) 

There is a need to examine historic landscape conservation techniques rvhen essessing en 

historie garden. Existing historic conservation policies, especially those used in assessing 

historic gardens, will be studied. 

The treatment for Canada's historic sites, such as Rideau Hall, requires strategic 

planning. ln Linda Dicaire Fardin's report, " Assessment S t ra t egi e s  for  Ca na d o ' s  

H i s t ori c S i tes" ( 1993), she states that: "Striit%icully plariiriirg depeiids to soirte degrer ou 

processes of ri ilinno d e  wlierrby lntidso~tes of siiirilirr types m-e comprirrd iii ortin. tu lzsws 

their degree of sipri@tice- (Dicaire Fardin. p. 14). In the section that focuses on the five 

distinct historic zones of Rideau Hall, Dicaire Fardin discusses the ornùrnentel flowsr gardens 

and states that: "the orirurneittd Pmrr pzrdeits Iuzvr brai frmisfonrred ooic itirint~orrs occasio~ic, 

m i  rioirld hrirept fiorir stroirgrr drfiritioir '* (Dicaire Fardin, p. 16). In the treatment oi such a 

historically significant site as the grounds of Rideau Hall. it is essential thet the *strrztr~ii- 

plrziiiriirg oit t i  raicro mrlr stirdits site sprcifi- qrrrstioiis iir o r d u  tu dnwlol? t z  holistir- qyroliilr 

atrd a reaiislic implrure~ifntioit strutegy ..." (Dicaire Fardin. p. 15). In Dicaire Fardin's report 

the process involved is descnbed in the following manner: * D ~ t ~ i i l e d  l i s s ~ s m ~ r t  1s prlrq7s 

brst dnmlolwd irt 11 report irs n slenr tlrrer-stqi procrsz: (1 ) ir drat-ri~~tioii o f  thr Iriitoric 

preredrrits for uity g imr  fittrre; ( 2 )  it drsi~i~7tioii of tlir coirtetnporary rxistiirg somiitioiis; uiid 

(3) LI striteirteirt of the corismtrtioir pteirtid" (Dicaire Fûrdin. p. 1.7). 

Ln the report prepared by Nathalie Clerk for the Historic Sites and Monuments Board 

en ti tled, Frtrinmork aitd critrrirr for rvaltiiztioii of Iiistoric pirrks mrd ptrrlrim. she notes tha t, 

el though, "ciritirrd l<rtr<i.scirp rirr irttructiirs more urtd triore iir to-est, tlir irtt~ir tio~r of th<* rnniir 

pnrties tinirkiizg iir the lreritnge jield and of the ptiblic iir gerinul is stilt try arrrch focrrsed on 



briildi~igs" ( p p  2-3) The future of cultural landscapes, including historic parks and gardens 

"ud l  be receiving more atteutioir alid bc profecfed ta u cgrea t~  rxtent * (Clerk, pp. 2-3). 

The increasing interest in historic sites and their conservation is evident worldwide, as 

individ uals, private organizations, and government bodies attempt to iden tify. evaluate. and 

protect them. In the conservation of gardens. i t  is imperative that the conservation goals and 

objectives are clearly stated, as these gardens will be examples left for future generations. 

The Ver1ic.r Clirlrtrr of 19Sti. the International Charter for the Conservation and 

Restoration of Monuments and Sites, clearly states the increasing interest in heritage 

preservation by providing clear definitions. This document focuses on conservation and 

restoration of historic monuments and architectural elements attributed to cultural properties. 

Its opening statement is: ''The common responsibility to safeguard them (historic monuments) 

for future generations is recognized" (ICOMOS, 1966, p. 1). 

The Internationat Cornmittee of Monuments and Sites (ICOhilOS) developed 71t~ 

Fioreuce Clutrtm of May 1981. which addresses historic garden conservation specifically. In 

the Drfifiiiitio~is rrttd Obiertivrs, Article 5 states that, "rrs t k r  cxpwssio)r of dirrct uff i~ri ty  

behiwett civilizatio~i and mtrrrr, urrd us n place of enjoyi~etit siritcd to rneditutio 11 or repose, fkr  

g w d w  thris rcqnirrs the cosniic si~irificirtic~ of mi i d d i z ~ d  ii~rngr u/ the r~m-ld, il 'pnrndisr' i ~ t  

the ety~trologlcd se:e)ise of the t m n ,  utrd yet cl testi~notiy tu a crrltrrre, u styfr, riir q e .  ritid ofteri to 

tlir origimlity of 11 crriitive irrtisi " (ICOklOç - lFLA 1981, p. 1) This document was adopted in 

1962 and contains twenty articles which 'defiies historic gardeiis rotd the gercera! priwipfcs 

iIint slioitld be follotivd for tkeir innitttrituiccr , coiis~rwtioii, restoratiotr, m d  rrcomtr~ictioii ". 

The charter defines an historic garden as ' un  architectural und Irorticsltriral conrpositio~i of 

iittnr.zt to tlrr public @rn the Iiisforicnl or nrtisttc point uf view". The elernents that are 

specific to this architectural composition are the plan and the shape of any portions in relief. 

the beds of plants, including their species, proportions, colour schemes, spacing and respective 

heights, permanent or decorative features, and running or still waters. This document specifies 

that the term 'historic garden' applies as much to unpretentious srna11 gardens as to largescale 

forma1 or 'landxape' pleasure gardens" (Nathalie Clerk, pp. 1-2.). In the Fratnework aiid 

critmitl for malrintio~t of Iiisioric prtrks irnd prdeti.i, Clerk states th a t 'thr mt io~rn l  



importnrice of nit Iiistoric pnrk or girrdnr rrrny still deperrd or1 s factor or set of factors tlint nre 

aesthetic, historicd, Iiorticriltirral arrdlor ecologicul in  rurtirre" (p. 12). 

The conservation of historic gardens in Canada was seldom practiced until the 1970s. 

The North American interest in historic landscape conservation spread into Canada in the 

19705, "tiroiiglt tlrr priblictttioiic tord coitfrreircrr of the Ottrrrun-hizsrd iirteririitiuitul 

Association f i  Presovutiofr Techtology (rlPT), the 1975 N m  Hiznnorty (frrdimia) Coiifrrotrr 

irtrd crtbcequeir t Jonrrntioir tlrere of tlir .4lliirrrsr for Hictoric Lzirdsctrpr Prrw-viztioir, ruid 

ptiblicntioris sricli us lolrtr \. Steuuirt 's Historic Laiidscapes und Grrrdt~is: Proced 11 res for 

Rrstonitioii ' (Buggev in von Baeyer, 1984, p. 178). Importantly, conservation and the 

importance of cultural landscapes had been discussed by geognphers for a long period of time. 

The Historic Sites and btonuments Board of Canada (HSMBC), an independent body, 

provides the Minister of Canadian Heritege with ' iinpurtid utrd expert advice oii inniters 

rrltitirrg tu historicd mirrnttwtonrtiorr. irrtd h i s e s  i ts ùrcirr policirs to L-irrry orit t t i  

respoiisibilitics" (Cuiding Principles and Operational Policies, 1994, p.72). In the report 

prepared by Nethalie Clerk, she states that: "historic gnrdnis coirld be coirr~ivrnor~ctrtf oit (rit 

iirdividrid bnsis, udlrorit the iiecessity of u iltemutic strrdy, urtd t h t  t h 9  Iirrd to rnrct ut lrrlct 

I f S .  r t r  t e  i t e  t r i  (p. 4). The HSMBC s ta ted in a first report in June 1975 

the necessary recommendations ior historic gardens: 

" '( ...) $0 rdrrtc i tre tzu r ~ p p r o p r i r z t r  sribjrct f o r  zotnmraiorri t i o i t  

i t  t u  t h  r 1 1  t r i  ~ s t t i  bl iilr e d  hy  t h  z Botr rd rr t ~ d  

slr orrld be corrsidered orr t h  e i r  irrdividrrnl  m e r i t s ;  Ir o r c ~ r a r r ,  iir 

so r r s id z r i~ tg  riiiy pirdcri.s t l i r  Boltrd slrorrld br ptrrttcrrlirrly 

cortsciotrs o f  s i x  c r i t e r i u  utlr iclr a r e  u ti ~ x t e i t s i o ~ i  o f  t h  r c r i t r  riu 

d r r r z d y  r x i s t i i i g  f u r  t h r  ~ ~ o t i s i d e r a t i o i i  o f  hr i i ld i t igs ,  tlrrrt i s  s 

cornbiria tiorr o f  a i i y  o f  tir e f o l l ou t i ng :  

1. itr t e r m  of tlicir sijirrifiirn~rce ris riwks of urt or prodrrctc of mwtive trrirrds; 
7 . ndietlter the gmderr rikicir is iroi n distiitct creutiofr in tluit seirse 

possesses in u pmno ir ~iced for111 the clirrrncf erict ic i~iiitlities of the pied wlri~-ii 

prod rrced; 

3. rihether i t  7iws desiped by 11 s i p i f i n t  laitdscapr srclritecf or drsiprrr; 

4. udretlier or ,rot the gurd~n lus beert nssociated witlr fiSrires or metits of 

irationul historic sigirificaiice; 

5. u l e t l i n  it conkzim ph i t s ,  etc., of oritstairding botanis signifcnnce; 



6 .  tdietltrr it rrprpsetits sorrre regio~ral or ~iutioitul ecola~icnl siprificutice, t r o t i q  

t lu t  the prime coo,zsidemtioiz is the uestlietic ,-zpificutice. ' " 

( H i s t o r i c S i t e s  and  Monuments Board of C a n a d a ,  Xl i~rr r t e s ,  june 9-10, 

1975, pp. 1 2 - 1 3 ) .  

Within the HSMBC document, articles 1,2 and 3 make specific reference to gardens and 

the significance of the plant material itself is referred to from the botanical and ecological 

significance i t  has. 

In 1975, the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada (HSMBC) adopted criteria 

for recognizing historic gardens, parks and landscapes that were worthy of protection. As a 

result through Pùrks Canada, the importance of historic gardens was acknowledged. At the 

time, the four sites that were declared as having national historic significance are: 

1. the grounds of Parliament Hill by the designer Calvert Vaux; 

2. the surviving eighteenth century rnonastic garden of the Suipician Seminary on 

Rue Notre-Dame in Montreal; 

3. two late nineteenth-century country villa estates, Lakehurst and Beechcroft, a l  

Roches Point, Ontario; and, 

4. the Halifax Public Cardens, a Iate nineteenth-centurv Victorian park of 

remarka ble in tegrity. 

(Buggey in von Baeyer, 1984, p. 176) 

The Rideau Hall estate was designated as a national historic site by the HSXlBC in 

1977, however, this designation was limited to the residence and did not include the larger 

cultural landscape defined by the estate (1998). [n 1995, the National Capital Commission, t h e  

federal agency responsible for maintaining the residence and grounds, introduced a campaign to 

promote Rideau Hall as a heritage designation and introduced a number of changes to 

accommodate visitors to the site. In 1998, the HSMBC "reviewed the supplementary paper 

which identified those features of the estate which could characterize the larger cultural 

landscape of Rideau Hall and contribute to its significance as a national historic site" 

(HSMBC, November, 1998). On the basis of this information "the Board recommended that 

Rideau Hall and its landscaped grounds, defined by Mackay Street, Dufferin Road, Lisgar and 

Princess Avenues, and Sussex Drive, constitute a cultural landscape and should be designated a 

national historic site* (HSMBC, November, 1998). 



The Heritage Conservation Principles in the FHBRO Code of Practice (Federal 

Heritage Buildings Review Office) sta tes that the principles of heritage conservation are 

recognized internationally and have "been established through two centuries of exchange 

arnong conservation professionals." (p. 16) This document also states that "these principles are 

mav be found in a great number of international, regional, national, and thematic documents, 

such as the 1964 Venice Charter." (p. 16). 

3.3 Definitions 

The Parks Canada document, The Giridirig Pririciplez irrid Oprr~~tiotuzl Polit-irs ( 1994) 

addresses the conservation of cultural resources, that is those resources that have historic value 

(p. 102): 

"Colisrmrtio/i riii.atrplsjfi tlrr tic-tivities tlwt rrrr irinred lit the srzf~srrr~rtiiti~ 

of 11 crrltirrul resoirrce so us to rrelitl its Iiistoric vdrrr uitd extetid i ts pbysicnl 

i f .  Tfirre m-L* cutismntioir discipli,rrs t1rd rtdtiress d#rrrirt ki1id.c of criltrrnrl 

rpsurrrces. ,411 jlturr 11 broud corrcvpt of coitservutioti tlrnt ettrbruces orir or triore 

r;tratqiec thrt mir  be plm-ed orr i r  C-orrtittrrirtti t h t  rrrrrs Jrorrt lnrst iiitervetit iuir to 

greatest; t h t  is, frorti t»aitlterrutrcc to modifcatiott of the crrltrrrnl resoiirccm 

(pp. 109-1 10) 

This document by Park, Canada defines "modification" as  the following: 

".\fodVic-litiuii ci~l-u.o,trpussri coitsemrrtio~i irctir~itit*~ tlriit r i  ~-hlirr,vr tlw 

existiiig fornr or m t ~ r u l l s  tirrorrgh treatrneiits, repuir, replucrtn~nt of tnissi~lg or 

tfrtrriornted pmts, or recovmy of rnrlier ktiotivr forins tiird mztuials (p. 1 1  1). 

Therefore, modification includes both adaptive re-use and rehabilitation, as  

the modification of a cultural resource to meet various functional requirements, 

while preserving the historie character of the resource. Modification is further 

discussed in this document as it "inuy be ritrdntnkeir iii ordrr to artisfii trm! iisrc 

or reqrrire~nettts, compatible with the historic chructer of a resuirrce, us iir the 

iiisr of irpprupriute udizptivr re-iise of a stnrctrrre " 

(p. 111). 



The National Park Service document (NB) ,  Tlie Secretiwy of the Intmior's Stmzdilrds 

for tire Treutmeiit of Historic Properties; ruitli Guidelitre,- for the Treatrnent of Cidtirrnl 

Liudcsnpes (Final Draft - March 1996)"provides guidance io cultural landscape owners, 

stewards and managers, Iandscape architects, preservation planners, architects, contractors, 

and project reviewers prior to and during the planning and implementation of project work." (p. 

1) This agency is "responsible for establishing professional standards and providing advice on 

the presentation of cultural resources k t ed  in or eligible for listing in the National Register of 

Historic Places" in the United States. (p. 1) These Standards were " revised so that thev could 

be applied to el1 Iiistoric resource tvpes included in the National Register of Historic Places - 

Buildings, structures, sites, objects, districts, and landscapes. The revised Standards were 

reduced to four sets by incorporûting protection and stabilization into preservation, and by 

elirninating acquisition, which is no longer considered a treatment." (p. 1) 

The four standards listed in the document, are preservation, reha bilita tion, 

restoration, and reconstruction. Of these four, the preseruatioti standards "require retention of 

the greatest amount of his toric fabric, including the landscepe's historic forrn, features, and 

details as they have evolved over time. Rehabilitation standards acknowledge the need to 

alter or add to a cultural landscape to meet continuing or new uses while retaining the 

landscape's historic character. Restorutioti standards allow for the depiction of a Iandscape 

at a particular time in its history by preserving materials from the period of significance and 

removing materials from other periods. Recotrsfmctio~t standards establish a framework for 

recreating a vanished or non-surviving Iûndscape cvith new materials, primarily for 

interpretive purposes." These Standards are included in the Appendices of this document. 

These following four definitions are taken from the N E  document, Srr-rrtrrry of t Iw 

iritcrior's Sturidurds for the Tre[~tineut of Historic Propmties: 

"1)  Prusmratiotr is defiilrd 11s the izct or proces 4 rtpplyirrs mmsrrrrs ~ i c c - ~ s ~ i i r j  

to srrstrrirr the existirzg finrt, itztegrity, and materials of mi historic property. 

W d ,  iircliidiq prelirrti~tory mensrrrps to protrct aird stitbilizr tlrr propcrty, 

~etzerally fucrrses itpoct the otigoirig ~rtaittteizaiice utrd rppair of kistoric matr.rï~i1.c 

itird fiwtiirrc rntlwr tlrtirt extrirsioe rpplircrttietit irtid ttew L-uiistrriçtiorr. Nfiv 

exterior udditioirs m e  izot u~ithitt  the scope of this treatntetit; Irori~ever, t h r 

l i m i t d  raid wrsitiue irpsrtrdirig of rneci~n~ticd, rlrct ricul, e ~ i d  plrrrtrbirig 

systerns nrzd o t h n  code-reqrtired ~ i m k  to make propertks frrnctiotrul i s  

qpropriate iivllrif~ n prezmtrtiorr project. ( p .  13) 



2 )  Rrhabilitation is defiiied us t h  irct or procrss of ttrirkiiig possiblr ir 

coirpotible irse for o prqerty throicgk repair, u1teratiori.c. und udditiotzs uthile 

prrcemiril; those prtioirs or fentrrres rihich coirvey i ts  historicid, crtftrcrd, or 

rlrchitectural unlites. (p.  351 

3) Restmutioiz iz defirrrd izs tlir rict or procrsi of m-irrirtrly drl>ictiirs tlir foriri, 

featrrres, and cliuracter of u property i ls  it upprared ut tz prtictrlur period of 

timr h1y riintirs of th2 rtwovirl of frntirrn fiuin otiirr period.i i ~ i  i t ~  liistonj ~ i i d  

recoirstr~rctioit of tizissiirg jëatiires froni tlir rrsturutiori periud. The linritrd mtd 

sn i s i t i v~  rip~rndiiig of' rnrcliitiri~-id, rkctricril, iuid plrcitibitig systerm irtrrl otlirr 

codr-reqrrired rmrk to iriuke propvrties ftr iictioird is rippropriiit r riiithiu u 

r~~storirtioir projtct. (p. ti1) 

The NPS report in Preservatiott Briejs 36, by Charles A. Birnbaum, "Protecting 

Cultural Landscapes: Planning, Treatment and Management of Historic Landscapes", 

rehabilitutioti is defined as the following: 

"Rrlrnbiliiirtioti is ofttvi idesied iii rrspotisr to t r  ioirtotrpormj u.;r or tirrd - 
idml ly  sirch uri upprooch is co~iiput iblr wiili t lir luirdssup 'i II is t oric 

ilrirracter utrd Irtstoric rtsr. Rehrbilitatioir mey prrzr i r  rxistiirg jibrii- lrlotrg 

utitk i~ i t rod irc iq  some co~nputible cluiiiges, tien, udditio~rs uird aft~rrrtiorzs. 

Rehzbilitaliott ttiiiy be desirable ut u privtrt~ rrsidnrcr irr ir liistorii drstrict 

uilwre the Iioinemwer's gonl is to devdop roi approprilrte Irriidsi-izpr treritmeizt 

for 11 Jroiit yard, or Ni r i  prrblii- p r k  ruhlizrr ir i i r yp r t  lrrni i d  / irriid for its 

rnairrterrartc~ opera€ioizc" 

(p. 15) 

In this pacticum, the treatment that will be applied will focus on the modification of 

the Main Terrace with an adaptive rehabilitation approach. The selection of thîs treatment 

is appropriate, as it is a response to contemporary needs combined with a consideration of the 



historic character and histone use of the Main Terrace. The goal is to preserve the existing 

fabric, while introducing various changes that are compatible with the site, including some 

new additions and alterations to the blain Terrace. This treatment is desirable due to the 

significant historic value of Rideau Hall, as i t  is a cultural resource that is required to meet 

functional requirements. 











Chapter Four 
THE COUNTRY ESTATE AND PRECEDENTS 



4.1 The British Tradition 

The British traditions that were initially popularized by English landscape designers 

Lancelot 'Capabilitv' Brown and Humphrey Repton from the 18th century onwards, were 

influential in North American garden design. In the 18th centurv, "ufler serrtriries of rreglect, 

thr power gnrderis rias rriritrodirced lis a pzrdrir rlri~rrirt of prirrtr i~irpurti~rrrr" (von Baeyer, 

19&1, p. 100). Brown and Repton were major catalysts in the evolution of the British landscape. 

The distinct characteristics of the English Landscape Style were reminiscent of scenes from 

landscape paintings that consisted of grand vistas, rolling hilis and meado~vs. A s  well, the 

writings of John Claudius Loudon were influential in the English gardening tradition. 

1 . 1  Lancelot 'Capability' Brown 

One of Brotvn's notable trademarks in the British style is evident at the Iandscape 

parli, Blenheim, where the creation of an irregularly shaped 'lùke' was achieved. This Iake 

was, " t r r  Jtrct L-ourposed of ta10 or iriorr Iirke, scprirrrted hl Iirirrrs t-iitirriiisly dissirisrd tirrd 

soircenird so us to exteitd the pzirdelir of the e x p i s r  of mtterW (Thacker, 1979, p. 210). The 

other characteristic devices tha t fea tured in the Brownian lendscope used at Blenheim end 

other large estates are: "the mrep of grnss, itlso refmed to ris rt h l k  rorritd tlrr purk' or 'tlrr 

drive'; rzrrd the olcirclirrg 'brlt' of trees trsed tu coritrol drsirablr o i m s  iiiid soitcrd itrtdrsirlrttlz 

objects fionr v i twu  (Thacker, 1979, p. 21 1). 

The picturesque and the gardenesque stvle were graduolly divided into two main 

cûtegories: "otre school foliorued Brozcw'i poetic d i~ t i l i a t i o i i~  liird othrrs fallurcvd the 

d t a r . ~ ,  'Cutitick' rrritrs, grottocs, Ckirrew pigodus, trinnorids to ~riir~riril pts, tzitd hrriiirtizsrs" 

(Berrall, p. 275). 

4.12 Hump hrey Repton 

Repton's career as successful garden designer did not begin until 1788, but within tirrenty 

vean had camed out sevenl hundred commissions. Even more famous than his gûrdens are the 

'Red Books', which contained landscapes of his "nrmry c l m n  'ulteratiotts' (~uerr)  prese~rtcd iir 

'brfore' mrd 'n/terg scerrcc in ruater color" (Berrall, p. 276). As weli, Repton was influential in 

reintroducing the flower garden as a garden element of prime importance, as he was a 

wpropo~rrnt of the oldrr Errglish Landscqr Style, h i  t ruitli n m  irrtrrpretritioirs. HP ~ d d d  tr 

r i m  element: balristrnded gmdeu tmncec irmf  to the Iroircr trsed us a tmtrsitîotrnl derpicc 



betrcweri horisr turd prrderi. Witlriii t h e  ternrce divisio~rs, flowers oirce triore uppenred" (von 

Baeyer, 1984, p. 100). 

4.1.3 John Claudius Loudon 

The writings of Loudon was also influential in the English garden tradition, as his 

E~icyilopediir of Gmieiri ig ; Cm-dnrer 's A Jrzprziire; eiid .-\rboretiin ~t Frii t icrt ir~~~ Brïtnirtiicrritr 

(7838) " n w e  to cowr topics luird uspects of prdeiri~ig ridiicli p~oplr of nrodest rneam itioiild a l s o  

follotu, ruhilr soiiie of his r i t  i i w p  s p - i f i a t l l y  iiddrr2;jni ta the d i 1  i-lr>c-i~s; for 

iirstntice Iris Sribrirbrrii Girrdcircirn rriid Villir Cortrpiriiiuii (2838). (Thacker p. 230). The style th a t 

Loudon popularized in the 1800s wes called the Gsrdenesque. which reflected the "iirfiirx of 

lrni~ pluut tmztrrial, irrrd tlir rini7 nnplrrrsii 011 the p o n w  pzrdtvr (von Baeyer. 1961, p. 101 ). 

Loudon was eiso popuhr as a designer of gùrdens which ivere meant to be walked around. These 

gardens were "drsipwd to displuy tlrr ski11 of tlrr gsrdeirtv- lord thc i r d i d r l  beltrity of 

plmttz, ~lrruhs triid t r tw" (von Baeyer, 19&, p. 101). 

During the late 18th and 19th century, the ~ssociation of the Iandscape wi th the house 

was viewed as significant, especialiy erou nd those houses which followed the principles of t h e 

Picturesque (Hunter, p.165). The succecding style of the Picturesque, "am lesa mrrierired i~rifii 

p l rnswt  ïlistrrs ~irid irrorr w i th  u r r r  tiirs mit rinrl pict ri rrs -- Iirirdscrrpr pirirrtirig irr thrrr 

ditnerisioiis. O f i n  flris a e m t  ~tutrrre i n  its arildrr ritid ~tiorp r~iggrd espects. F l o ~ r r  p r d n i s  

i<rue oftrii Iriddr~i fioiti a i m ,  lrritsriishi~ig iir thr kitclre~i p r d o i  or i i r  r i  iiyplrcttd r o n r t ~  irrinrt/ 

from tlre horise* (von Baeyer, 1984, p. 100). Another important factor that altcred the British 

gardens occurred in the 1830s and was the "rice of lr rrrrcdy uflliirirt tiriddlr t.lirs.;, t~rkiirg thtir  

clire frorii the irpper h s c ,  regardrd a grrrdeu as a socid tircrssihj. Thly crmtrd 11 dtvrrtrird for 11 

i d  r e t  O i f  i z 1  i d  i r e  f r i  I I  ' (von Baever, 1 984, p. 1 01 ). 

Although the work of Repton and Brown was evident throughout Britain in the 18th 

century, Robert Hunter describes the major differences (in the FHBRO Building Report 86-24): 

"Cmtnhr's developirig state m d  mu11 poprilutioir inilituteii rrgniiist proficcioiiuls riorkiiig iir 

sirch ri specirrlizrd ttreir* (p. 165). I t  is assumed that the iùck of early designed Iûndscapes in 

Canada was perhaps due to economics and piirtly by the North American wilderness 

overpowering man-made atternpts to mold the environment (Stewart and Buggev, 1973, p. 100). 

The gaidening movement within Canada has been in prxtice since the days of early settlement 

by the Europeans. In the following staternent by Edwinna von Baeyer, she discusses how the 

Rp'pmmsinetiess of British garde11 iitfliiettce uuzs trot d e l y  lied tu mir coloiriul Iiistory--it i i w  

jrtst us rnrrclra reJlectiorr of tlre prrdomiiatire of British p r d e ~ r  stylrr tkroiigliorrt the C\'rsterri 

uwrld. Frorn the eady eigbfeentli cerztiirtt o m r r d s ,  Eiigliztrd rriled the gardeir ruorld ns il style 



setter, li piower in plmit colltx-titis, ir dissenritvitor of Iiorticrtltrrrizl kitowledge. iiiid lis the site 

of ~ i ~ i r i f i c e t r t  exniirpks of  tlrr art of gnrdetriq" (von Baeyer, 1984, p. 100). 

4 . 1  Andrew Jackson Downing 

In the nineteenth century in America, the landswpe designer, Andreh* Jackson Downing. 

was influential in the Iayout of country residences. Downing wrote of his theories in the 

Treritisr oir tlre Tlreory utid Practic~.r of Lirirdscupe G t z rdo i i~ i~  atiupted tu North Atiruricu; witlr 

11 v i tw to t h  fi~iprorrrtroit of Coiiirtnj R d r i i c r c  (1 841 ): 

'H'itlriir tlre ltist teit yrnrs especidly , tlrr mideirce of t h  grouiitig iiwirltlr u~rd 

elegirrtt m t t q e  irird ;dl11 r~sideitcn oii ilif bittrks of olrr tioble rizwrs, nlotis eirr 

rk-h ïwfftys .... 
(Downing cited in Berrall, 1966, p. 324) 

The premise of Downing's work wiis that there were two leading expressions of 

landswpe design, the 'gracefrtl cclrool' and the 'pictitresqrlrte SC-iiool.' In the former he sought to 

create al1 outlines ivith graceful curves: "rrrrdiilirti~~g ~roiord forrn.;, l~rxiiri[rcit, iiroupiils t r r r  

fornrs, rttulks uitd roads siretclrittg orit itr r a y  jloti~ins litres, uitd tIrr edges of brooks uird lukt-F 

izli Jrpely csnietiw (Berrall, 1%6, p. 324). Downing advociited the style of the picturesque that 

pmduced "oirtliites of 'u 'ertnirr sp ided  irrqtriitrity toith srrrfnces coifrpnrrttiz~dy ubrrrpt izird 

brokor' " (Berrall, 1966, p. 325). The estates where he incorporated aspects of the English 

natural style of landscape gardening in his designs were in the Hudson Valley. These American 

examples showed the influence that Loudon had had on Downing, as they included en 

approach road to the mansion; omamental gardens with tlower beds; and manicured lawns of 

the pleasure grounds; orchards; and finrilly the utilitarian elements of the estate were screened 

to one side (Phillips, Farevaag, Smallenberg, 1999, p. 5). 

4.2 British Country Estates 

British country estates were influential in the oveali layout of the grounds of Rideau 

Hall. This is clearly evident in Edwinna von Baeyer's description found in the Hirtonl of the 

Ridenri Hal1 Litidscapr : "The latrdscape style of tlre cot.otrtrtnj estnte ofteir coirforttred to the 

precepts of thr Ea~lislr Lziidscirpe Style: erpatws of rolliirg l m w  , t ree rrird slr rirh p r r p i q s  iir 

tlze distancer tnrrrsderirtg putlis, rt~oodia~rd, coirtroiled oistas, arid noter iirterest" (1991, p. 5).  

She also descnbes how the style of the Picturesque had been incorpomted into the English 



Landscape Style, as the Picturesque Style "riritrd the a i ld ,  irùtrtrul sr-e~renj of enstenl C~zriirdn" 

(1991, p. 5) .  The rugged variation of the pastoral English Landscape Style, the Picturesque 

" hied to einrrllrte thlir riiild, ideizlized ln~iilscnyec of 7 7 th  ceut itnj lu~rdsnlpe puirztcrs. Deud 

m e s ,  r idd rnvitres, giishi~ig torrerits rwre pnrt of the h t g i t u p  of tkr Picfiiresqrrr' (von Baeyer, 

1991, p. 5). The Canadian landscape, climate, end culture were drastically different from that 

of England, as the winter activities also lent a unique quality to the Rideau Hall estate. 

Esampfes of British Countrv Estates: 

The following selected esamples have been chosen, as there are similarities in the 

layout of the formal gardens ai Rideau Hall. The British ideals in garden design and country 

estetes were wrried to North America, where the pragmatic gardens of the early seventeenth 

century influenced the elegant country estùtes in the late eighteenth centun. 

1 )  Biddulph Crange, Staffordshire, lS40s 

Biddulph Grange (Figure 4.1) is described as being one of the finest examples of 

mised sîvles in a Victorian garden (hlackellar Goulty, 1993, p 3). The estate at one time 

expanded over an erea of about fortv hectares of land in Staffordshire, England. The gardens 

were the work of Mr. James Bateman and his wife Maria, "dririiig the 18.105 m d  l6~O.s. with t h  

Izelp of Edriwrd C o o k  1z luiidsr-ape pni~tter, r d 1 0   idv vis rd oir t l ~ e  di*sipt 4 t h  briift felttrrrecw 

(klackehr Goulty, p.136). 

The sirnilarities that Biddulph Grange and Rideau Hall have in common are the 

parterres or terraces near the house. The Biddulph Cnnge  is described as convey ing ' 1 2  pictrirr 

ri/ Vidoria)r g l w ~ n  mrd grmilrirr, t~clectic drzipi mid trutttiir for yltarts ..." (Xlackellar Coulty, p. 

136). Although the private gardens at Rideau Hall evolved during the Viclorian era. they 

ma' not have conveyed the sense of gloom and grandeur as Biddulph Grange. The design of the 

lower terrace during the early years of Monck revealed an eciedic design in the patterning of 

the lawn with vanous shapes that were in fashion at the time. 

2) Coombe Abbey, Warwickshire, 1897 

Coombe Abbey (Figure4.2) wos the home of the 4th Earl of Craven since the early 

seventeenth century, after purchasing it from the Countess of Bedford (Brown, 1989, p. û4). 

The forrnal garden Iayout was designed by William Eden Nesfield for the 2nd Earl of 

Cnven. In Jane Brown's descrÏption of Coombe Abbey she explains how William hliller, 

the head gardener, "appem to l ime rised the 6otre.s of !Ves/ield's lrzyuirt tu crente this 



ti~oiidrrfitl iirrn~igetneirt of parterres ntid forritni beds izrorr~id the horise; to cluriJtl the riudks 

tlrroriglr the tmodland sird design ~ r e r ~  gardeirs nrnottg the rimlks, and to mente u riliole iiew 

eird mornioirs kitclie~i nird friritsurdr~r " (Brown. 1989, p. 11 1). Coombe Abbey is described as 

being: t i  Inte, lute blootti of the High Victoriuii prdrri style, uiid by flris tiitrr the Jizsliioir 

lied drelzdy clrniiged" (Brown. 1989, p.&). 

The comparison between Coombe Abbey and Rideau Hall reveals similarities in the 

parterres and formai beds situated riruurd the house and the paths through the woodland at 

Coombe Abbey are similar to those at Rideau Hall. The evolution O €  the paths and flower beds 

eastward in  the Iower terrace are ako  similar to the above example. Finallv, both Coombe 

Abbey and the gardens at Rideau Hall evolved during the " H i ~ h  C'icturit~if ~ i r d t v i "  period. 

3 Kiddington House, Enstone, Osfordshire, 1M3 

John Claudius Loudon designed the plan for Kiddington House (Figure 4.3). The plan for 

this estate 'Iruvr a jïirr restraijrt, ri vmj Victoritzii pol i t~~irss  iihoet fhcir trnztm~ii t  of tlw 

Lrirti, 50 arry jhr rrriioaed fi0111 Browri r ~ i i d  Ertrpr's more wisird l o w  of tlre Ir~iïds~-ltp~" 

(Brown. 1989, p. 12). Jane Brown describes the Victorian gardens for the middle-class as 

polite and t hat the "...piltlir; arorirtd tIrr l m v i  uvrr rifrm'd of t-rirdtrtg tua s~ririiarrsly, 

respectahility ripas tightly-corsrtedu (Brown. 1989, p. 12). 

The Kiddington House end Rideau Hall estates reveill the ' L'ictoririii pditritrss" of 

the landscape, as both were not overly omamented. Perhaps the restnint that was used in the 

design of the  Rideau Ha11 grounds was due to i t  being a vice-regal residence, as opposed to a 

private residence. 

4.3 America Country Estates 

The British ideals in garden design and country estates were carried to North America, 

where the pragmatic gardens of the early seventeenth century sometimes evolved into the 

elegant country estates in the late eighteenth century. The following statement by Derek 

Clifford notes how the gardens in America 'dmeloped 011 mitch tlic ctziirr liizec i ls  tliow ri1 

Eirrope, brrt becnriw of the dqferetit titne scnles of tlre tuv societies tlre Aniericuir qirivalents of 

Eiiropemi periods ratere ofter1 oioleirtly ~zcceltmzted m d  risrrally of littltp deptlr iii tlir 

'ornrnrriiities to rdiicli tbey were relatedu (1967, p. 193). At the end of the Victorian era, 

"tlierr a m  t<r cornprotnise bekireit thr ooersentimeit tnl Iniidcnrpe air d t h  oaerenibelliclird 



florivr jptrdeii. T h  iirforiiid gtrriirrrz, izird pnrtiiirlrzrly the Eirglialr /ierbrrceoir.s boriitrr, bimirre 

poprrlizr oir bot8 sides of the ,4tlnrzticN (Berrall, 1966, p. 326). ln Edwinna von Baeyer's 

"Histonj of the Rideair Hi111 Lrridscirpr " in the Ridnrit H d l  Liriidwizpr Coitmrrtioir St irdy, 

she desmbes the British influence on North Amencan Estates: "Wlreir furgr ~ i r r d ~ r r s  n w r  iirid 

orit, tlir percriïwi irotioii of 11 ~ ~ r o p w  ioi,/rtry rststr 1lrird.carpr liry iti tlir irruiid o f  tlrt~ Britidr 

lrordscupe. Riirul rstates p c e d  iy lizrgr, stntely Itorrrui set ti9tlriit ir desisiied lrïiidscirpe ri1err 

tlrr y>itorrir of mri i tnj  li/u iii Briti~iu iiird tlw strrrrd~trd to hr trthriiwd il1 North .-irnrric-irn (von 

Baever. 1991. p. 4). The countrv house was an integral part of the upper class societv in Bri tain 

in the 1800s, where leisure activities \\.ere enjoyed by the ivedthy. The increase in individual 

wealth following the Industrial Revolution, allowed many to "biiy tlteir rtwy iittu thr selucf 

i-irt-lrs of flir ~ i r i s t o m i q "  by acquiring country properties (von Baeyer, 1 991, p. 4). Similarly, 

in Sorth hmerica, the country estate became a symbol of weal th and upper class in soclet\.. 

The early gardens in America were created along the Atlantic Coast in the colonies 

that had estùblished themselves in New England: the Plymouth Colonv of the Pilgrims and 

the Xlassachusetts Bav Colony of the Putitans at Salem. After the early colonies became better 

established and the social structure more defined, the gardens evolved and demonstrated a 

groiving sophistication in stvle and pianting. The regional differences in stvle were sign~ficant, 

as the southern garden was treated as a separate space, whereas, in the north the garden ivas 

unified with the house. The reasons for this was due to the nature of the land and to the fact 

that in the south: ~tgriciclirirnlly brrced rcoiioi~iy rripired inort luird, ridiiclr lrd io tlir biiildiirg 

of tlir p w t  jdtiirt~tioris. Tlrt* m d o w d  irrens o f  t l r ~  Nortltwir gnrtinr r<*t~riirt.d lt*ra hi id  trird tlir 

n o p s  needed l e s  sp~i-e* (Kostiol Mffiuire, 1992, p. 13). The history of heritage consemation in 

the United S tri tes "litzs rt~?olaed irrorirrd tlrr irsm-iiztioit of plrrct*~ witlr Iris toric < . z w  t s  or 

persotru1itir.i. The . 4 in~r icn i i~  irre fort utrate t h t  tmo of tlieir m r l y  prrsidtuts, G w r p  

\~V~?c/iiir~toii  rii id T/torrins leffrrsott, r w e  both kiwi prrdc~r m. T h  hrs niiibltpd thmi to Ir11 r ir r s s 

tlrc iriterests of gnrdeir corrsmatioir to the trtaiirtcrrairce of Xloirtit Vmroii  aitd .\foiiticrllo az 

so~smnnoratiz>e inorrrrirrrirts to tlrtrr origitrnl mvtrrs" (htackellar Goulty, 1993, p. 41). Both 

Washington and Jefferson were public figures held in high esteem. 

Esamples of American Country Estates 

1) Mount Vernon 

In 1754, George Washington inherîted the property of Mount Vernon (Figures 4.4 and 

4.5) situated on the Potomac River, from his half-brother. The estate already included an 

early structure that was Iater incorponted within the fabric of the present house. Washington 



spent many years developing Mount Vemon with a vision of an idealized landscape, creating a 

greensward with trees. The symmetrical layout of the garden plan was "co~tipleted in (1 

sriccessfrrrl blnrd o f  the fon~ritl aiid tlie i~for~trrrl i h J ~ .  Iri d l  1t.c detei1.s it riwed~ hi5 f i ~ w  seirw 

of decipz coripled ruifh u broad k~toruledgr of glurit imteriiilz' (Berrall. 1966, p. 310). This 

eighteenth-century English landscape ideal was achiered by the design of the grounds in 

relation to the mansion, as the windows "overloakrd bruad vistizr; of Lveeiz, on thp river s i d ~  

wité dirrrrpc of trees, otr the otlirr, rdgrd by r i~~odc"  (Kostial McGuire, 1992.p. 24). The estate 

developed in the new English manner of ornamental landscaping with "frmvi.; wwqirlg rrp to 

t h  Iiotrsr ou 60th Jro~its, rrud funnd irrrr>; t~rriliiug their pltisrs i ~ i  tlrr murr zrcftrdrd spot': l it 

euch sidc of tiw bordiirg greeir. Tlic 'groves, shrtibberies uird udder~ress ' borderi~is  t lit. 

srrpvrtiirr d r i t w  I d  dirrct Ei i~l ish uii tn-eddnits" (Berrall, 1966, p. 310). A s  well, Sloun t 

Vernon incorporates the concept of the drive curving through trees and views of the lewn and 

bowling green. The straight rows of trees that formed avenues were important characteristics 

of the eighteenth century. 

The similarities between Mount Vernon and Rideau Hall are that both estates 

incorponte the forma1 and informai style in the layout of the grounds. The orientation of the 

Rideau Hall residence to the groundc is similer to Alount Vernon, as both have sweeping latvns 

leading u p  to the house. The informal character of the sugar bush and wooded entrance areû 

with the serpentine drives at Mount Vernon are reflected at Rideau Hall. 

The Main Terrace reveals a contrast in styles, as the formal area of the upper terrace is 

characterized by the formal balustrade and peths. The formal style of the lorver terrace is 

evident in the layout of fiower beds, and contrasts to the informal character of the rock gardens 

at either end. The similarity to Mount Vernon's formai and informal plantings con be found in 

the avenues of trees below the Connaught terrace to the contrasting informa1 masses of trees 

behind the Lady Byng Rock Garden. 

2 1 ~Ionticello 

The residence of the American president, Thomas Jefferson. was built on a small hill 

that commanded a view over open countryside near Charlottesrille, Virginia was named 

Moniicello (Figures 4.6 and 47). The work on the estate was begun in 1766, and both house and 

grounds were laid out to Jefferson's own design. (llackellar Coulty, p. 142). Jefferson had 

recorded his intentions of iollowing the landscape style at Monticello. Jefferson's design of 

hfonticello in the planting of trees, plants and shntbs in groups reveals "hi5 izd~iiirrition for tlie 

irutiiral style of latrdscape gardenirrg, aiid hic hrlief tlrnt beiriity nird rrsp were of eqriul 



i ~ ~ q ~ o r t ~ i r c e  U r  tlrr [uy i t z~  out of grocords, r iwe  60th detiiotrstrizted" (Mackellar Goulty, 1993, 

p. 1 43) 

The involvement of Jefferson at Monticello and Lord Monck at Rideau Hall is similar, 

as they were both influential in the development of these early estates. Lord Monck had  

previous experience with the country estate at Spencer Wood and became a significant influence 

on the Rideau Hall estate. The natural style of the landswpe is evident at hlonticello and at 

Rideau Hall, as Jefferson and Monck realized the importance of beau. and the Iayout of the 

estate grounds. 

3) Lvndhurst, Trirrytown, New York 

This estate is also called the Jay Could Estate, Lyndhurst, was designed in 1836 by 

.Alexander Jackson Davis, and is one of the first of a series of his designs which came to be 

known as 'Hirdsou Riva- Gotltic' (Figure 4.6). The Cothic Revival villa !vas built of brick faced 

with white Ossining miirble for h'illiam Paulding, and  as probùbly modeled on Lowther 

Castle in England. (Greenwood, p.1, 1975). Davis returned in 1664-63 to enlarge the house for 

George Memtt, the second owner of Lynd hunt. After the mansion was enlarged and remodeled, 

klerritt next turned his attention to the grounds. These changes to the grounds involved the 

following where, "~proxi tr intr iy  20 acres rrwe d r ~ ~ i l m i  iuid llnd urrt 1 1 1  ltrwtrs, 1111 r i c 7 T  i~trd il 

half WUE u~proprtated for ir grape crrbor, witile vegetnhk grlrdmt; r iwr  lrlso ~ i l i i i r t ~ d  inid 

bordrrzil aritlt frtiit t r r ~ s "  (Creenwood, 1975, pp. 1-2). 

The Jay Gould Estate and Rideau Hall were built as private residences initially, and 

later evolvcd as the house and grounds were remodeled to suit the needs of the owner. The 

incorporation of ûgricultural practices within the Rideau Hall estate grounds is similar to tha t 

of the Jay Gould Estate. Although, the Rideau Hall estate (79 acres) is more than three times 

the size of the Jay Gould estate (20 acres), they are considered to be signifiant historic estates 

that followed the British model. 

4.4 Canadian Country Estates 

The significant country estates that became the influential design precedents for 

Rideau Ha11 grounds were found in eastern Canada. These Canadian examples of country 

estates followed the British country estates model from the 19th century. The restrictions that 

hindered these early gardens was the harsh Canadian climate; the limited amilabilitv of 

plant material, and the espense of hiring pmfessional landscape designers prior to the 1890s. 

There were not many pmfessional designers or publications of garden styles in Canada during 



this period, as most were to be found in England (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 4). Edwinna von Baeyer 

describes the landscape style of the country estate, as i t wopetr coirfonned to tlir precepts of the 

Eitslidi Litrdscnpe Sttjlr: m p n s r s  of rolliirg fiiaw. t r e ~  wrd sliritb ~rorcpiiigs iii tlir distnrrc~, 

tirrnirderiir~ pntlis. ti~oodlnrtd, coiitrolled vistas, tiird awter i~rtrrest. Pizstorizl settiirgs of the 

co111rtnj estirte riwe trprci~zlly itditiirrd iii Cuiriidr meir t l ro i i~h  tltr nrstrrir Ciiirirdiirir 

lmrdscnpe did trot tiftmnjs o p  Briticii-style srriilit tnnzdotc~s iziid roiidsides grnced hy vrneruhlr 

oukr" (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 5). In Upper and Lower Canada in the 19th century, many 

substantial estate gardens were created that reflected the British Iandscape styles, w h ich 

were managed by professional British gardeners (von Baeyer, 1984, p. 5). These early country 

properties were situated along the banks of the St. Lawrence. The other models that were 

imnslated ont0 the Canadian Iandscape by the mid-1800s was the Picturesque Style, as " i t  

srtited the wild, irnttrrid sceiienj of enstem Ctiiindn. This style '5 lrrtfrtl lirrmrprreirt~ f tr rrtgged 

airirztr t of the pistonil of tlir Eiiglisb l ~ ~ r d s ~ - i r p ~  S ty f r j  trieti to mr itltrte the 7(!1/d, ~ t i r d  i d  

fmrdscnpes of 7 7th ceiltrinj lirirdscape paitrtns. Deizd trres, t i d d  rmiiirs, srtdriirg torretits n w r  

pirrt of th* l~z i tg~cqy  of tlrr Pictrtrrsqirr " (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 5). 

In the Federal Heritage Buildings Review, Office B~lilditig Rryort (66-21), Robert 

Hunter describes how: "Prlor to tht* rstnblislimriit of Ridmrt Hdl ,  ir,piifitnirt llordiciipr d r i i ~ i i  

riwrk lrad bceir doiru rit otlrrr rstiltes tirlime officia1 gorwminrirt u.isociiztioirs providrd hoth t h *  

iiecrrsity /or ir t triictivr sitrroiiirdilrp for u ho rrse, t m i  flrr fiiirds itecrssnnj to rccltinu* t11ii.r goloiil " 

( p .  166). The early Canadian precedents to Rideau Hall were significant models upon which 

the estate evolved. The informal manner of the English landscape style in the 19th century 

was provided in the forrn of printed rnûterial that dealt with horticulture, garden techniques 

and design rvas made avùilable to the amateur (Hunter, p. 166). 

Exûmples of Canadian Country Estates 

1) Prince's Lodge, Bedford Basin, Halifax 

The Prince's Lodge grounds was laid out by Queen Victoria's father Edward, the Duke 

of Kent, and was the site of Canada's oldest example of the English Picturesque landswpe 

style (Figure 4.9). Built for his mistress Julie de St. Laurent, "ilre drsiçit iircorporilted tr 

hrnrt-slrnped pool, ir rnertmirri~ig pntli ri?liich lipelled urtt '\die, ' 11 ifii~rit:tirrr Lrkr 11 r r  il 

ti~aterfnll arid seclrtded grottoes" (von Baeyer, 1984 , p. 5). The grounds were built in t he 

1790s for Edward, Commander-in-Chief et Halifax, and the si te ;illonrd 11 ffitc nrmr. 

incorporated verdairt porutli alrd rock orrtcroppitrgc" (Stewart and Buggev, 1975, p. 106). 

These grounds were described in the 1850s by F. S. Cozzens in John Stewart and Susan 



Buggey's report, The tirsr fur Conr~~re~aoriitir>,i of Historic Lilrrdsçq~es r~iid Gwdeirs, as 

including "the pecrdiar arrnitgerneizt of Iofty trrez, srivepiirg lnririts, and ~ r r t c e f i l  

~ ~ r i z i i n ~ e r ~ ~ e ~ t  of i i ~ z t n ,  ridziclr Jorrns tlrr p r e v d  ittg fint nre uf E irgl islr Iiiirdscnpr prdo i i i i s  " 

(1975, p. 106). 

Prince's Lodge is a significant early country estate in Canada. as i t  became the 

precedent for the estates that followed in the landscape style. The meandering paths and 

water feature are Spical features of the English Picturesque landscepe stvle, and is evident 

within the ornamental gardens at Rideau Hall. The paths through the bowling green hill and 

the fish ponds in the rock gardens are reminiscent of the elements incorporated at Prince's 

Lod ge. 

2 )  Stamford Park 

Stamford Park was built in the 1820s as the summer residence of Sir Peregrine 

\laitland, the Lieutenant-Governor of L'pper Canada. This country estate was loca ted 

about sis and half kilometers from Niagara Falls (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 4). The house was 

no ted for its "ntrirsizv ~rorrtrds, triid it5 priirorninii rrini~ of tlrr Niripinr Riorr, Lrkz 

Oiit~zrio m d  tlrc Irish groii~ids cf Upper Gaiiada. Follotuirig t h  EirslisIr i*.nrinplr, hl~aitlarrd 

lrtid oirt '...grme1 r c d k i ,  ortttr>nrirtirl prdri is ,  ttiid 11 loiig Brinrricty rililr rrtwrnrtly 

prem-ui~rg u 'iniigirificent Lpm of veiirmbfr orth "' (von Baeyer, 1991, p.4). Anna Jarneson, 

a British writer who visited the estate in 1836, rvrote she was 'enchcinted' with it. She 

claimed "'Stlzrrrfird P d '  cor~rbitied 'orir idem of air elt*pmt, riu*Il furiiislrrd Erislislr ni l l i i  

litid ontiurre~itrii groir~rdi ruitlr so tut* of tlrr grtr~rdrst r~ud w i i d ~ s t  f ~ l l t  11rt5 of /Irt* forest 

szeue "(von Baeyer, 1991, p. 5) . 
The Stamford Park estate is similar to the Rideau Hall estrite, as bath are noted for 

their extensive grounds that followed the English example. The grave1 walks, ornamental 

gardens, and long drivewnys found at Stamford Park are also evident at Rideau Hall. 

3) Spencer Wood / Bois de Coulonge (Powell Place) 

The semi rural residence of Lord Monck tvas aJso known es Bois <iir Corrloic~r (Figure 

4.10) later on is described as being: "utel1 qriipped rcdlr t l ~  rur-ktst 'orrrtc, stnbler, skrrtitig 

ritiks, tohogprrr rlidec, ratid cotismfitories tlrnt mrdr Iris I i f i i  rrsreenble; riirri Qriebec ilas 

idedly sitirated for exgeditiotis to the corirttnj ..." (Hubbard, 1977, p.10). The capital of 

Canada was retumed to Quebec in 1852 and  the residence for the govemor general "was 

found on the bank of the St Lawrence near the village of Sillery" (Hubbard. 1989, p. 32). 

The villa 'Irnd heeii birilt nborrt 1790 for Brigirdier-Geiierd Hornj Wntsoit Powell, idro 



ltnd s m e d  rcirder Curlrtoii dirrirrg tlrr .\inericitii Rtvolrrtioir. The luird oir ridricli Powell 

Place stood luzd origitrally firrned a purt of Coitloirge, tire inairor (cluztdlnrie) r<tlriclr Loitic 

d'dilleboirst lrnd horrglit aiid tu ndricli ke rrtirrd iii 1857. 012 it Ire Irmf brrilt iz Irorlse itiid 

fnnti briildiiigs rillrich rrppzreirtly awe still stnitdiiig nc lnte as 1738 " (Hubbard, 1989, p. 

32). This " 'tittrplr iirizirsioir ' r t r . s  11 Irizriiisoi~rr Rrlltidiirii oilkr of 12 type irrjpired bt/ tkr 

desipzs of /mnes Gibbs, prrhlislred iti Luitdoir iir 1782. It or-cirpicd 11 tnaprificerrt site lrigh 

rihmrr [Ire river rrlrrd ; les set iir thr 'purklike grorr~rds, i<~itli ir rrohl~ irrwirrr Irrrdiiig to the 

horrsc'", which was rerniniscent of England (Hubbard, 1989, p. 32) The estate was "trrre to 

tlrr Eirglidr idml of thr Pictirrmlirr, it stood out like il tnlrplr Jrorir its itaodrd srttiiis. I I  

rrctmrsiilar pluir, clussh-nl coriricr, portii-O ard qrroiirs, uitd pditiinlt ouer i h  rritruirre rwrr 

d l  fvatrrr~s of t h  Eiislis/i Geors~iiir. l'et fur [ri1 its E i r~ l i h r r s s  tht? h i i s r  liid tr  d i s t i ~ ~ t l y  

Gritizdiirii flrizwirr srisiiig frotir i ts nrsntrmt rilirldows triid thtr plirizrzrity uf i ts 

fircridr.. . "(Hu bbard, 1989, p. 32). 

In 1815, Spencer Wood was sold to Michael Henry Perceval, "collrctor of crrstoirr': ut Qerher, 

aho rurirrrtird it Spnrwr Wood irr Iruriorrr of drtz t w l  tcd iriri.1~. Sp ic . r r  Prrctwrl, tlrr Rrit ish 

prime irriiiistrr riho hid berii rrssnssiimtrd i ~ i  1812" (Hubbard, 1989, p. 34). In 1633, the 

estate [vas sold to Henry Atkinson, a Quebec merchant, "idrosr 'iitiproaerrrrirts' begtrri tlie 

tririisfiriniztioir of the korrsc iitto 11 rristic snrt trccordiits tu t u s t ~ s  of 11 >reïu seiterntioir. T h  

~ m r i ~ d s  b rcmr  mi m i r  greutcr <rttntctioir thrit heforz. .-\tkimoti hirrd rtir E/rslisk ,yirrd~wrr, 

Peter Lmw. to lm/ ilietrr otrt iit the Rormttic ~~ra~lircr ,  ruitlr ir suwqtiiig iristir tu the rivrr. 11 

;ivod njitlr jiladrc ridrerr i tdd florwrs grew ttird pz r d w s  stockrd ioiili rxot i i  plrr>r t s " 

(Hubbard, 1989, pp. 34-35]. 

Lord Monck had previous experience with the British mode1 on Canadian soi1 cit 

Spencer Wood. This proved to be valuable, as he had a signifiant influence on the 

development of the Rideau Hall estate. The villa at Spencer Wood is sirnilar to the style of 

residence found ù t  Rideau Hall. These estates also incorporated the characteristics of the 

picturesque through the sweeping vistas, wooded areas, and formol gardens. 

Other examples of Canadian country estates are Chateau Haldiman (enrly 1780s)and 

Castle Frank (1796), the earliest Upper Canadian estate that was Lieutenant-Covernor 

Simcoe's country retreat, built in 1796 (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 4). The Iate eighteenth century 

villa on the ou tskirts of Montreal named Monklands, "was lrrrzrd '1s tz 'coiortry Gowririitart 

Horise. Here rime enteriained al1 iIir politicul leaders Niclrrditrg tltr former Rebels of 7837-8' 

(Hubbard, 1989, p. 30). Another early Canadian esample is Ravenswood, a British-style 



country estate on the banks of the St. Lawrence which was built by William Herring, a 

wealthy merchant from Montreal (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 5). 

The Rideau Hall estate encompasses the pnmary elements of the English Iùndscape 

tradition. The development of the estate from 1864 on "iirrul rrpoti rsttzblished yrecederits, 60th 

propnnmatic  m d  uestlrrtic, itr its crentiorr. Truditions uf Iimd rrsr mid design d e v e l o p f  iir 

Britniir for corriifnj rstntes fmd beerz traiisfined to Curiada i n  a rnodest forni in the 18 th 

serrtirn/" (Wright, 1981, p. 8). The British landscape ideal was the influential rnodel on which 

the country estate was based, as i t  was 'a arll-rjtizbfislird rlet~reiit iii the rurly Govrnior '5 

t n r i m l  çrtltilrnl bnck~roir~rd" ( von Baeyer, 1991, p. 4). The preconceptions of rvhat w3s 

appropriate in landscape design in Canada was strongly influenced by the British landscape 

ideal. The planning of officia1 and private grounds in Canada, *follori?ed tlir prrfirred 

Iilridscape ftaiiiorc uf the iitrrr - t z  iwi rrrul uitd itifonmil nuirriter knouvi ils the Ettglish Irirrd.ir-<ipt* 

.stylise (Stewart and Buggey, 1975, p. 166). The model of the contemporary British country 

estate layout was used ai Rideau Hall, although factors such as fiscal constraints, " t rmprred  

the iirsirr tu trcriisforiir tlrr Upprr Cirrittdiicir Irrirdzcape irrto 11 oicr-rrpi! rstirtr" (von Baeyer, 

1991, p.3). As a result, this tension was a factor in the creation of a "trrorsiitrd ~ersiorr of tlrr 

British ttrodrl of r z  typic~zl cotl~rtnj es t t t t~  whi-11 Ridtwli Mt11 prrseirt~d to the public ly." (von 

Baeyer, 1991, p.3). 

The 19th century was an influential period, as the writings of horticulture professionals 

and landscape designers informed the genenl public of new gardening techniques and design 

planning. This information traveled across the Atlantic Ocean and inspired Canad ian 

gardeners of the upper and middle classes to create gardens. 



NAGES: COUNTRY ESTXTES 

4.1 Bidduiph Grange Gardens, 5 taffordshire, 1840s 



4.2 "ornbe Abbey, Warwickshire, 1897 
(Source: 77tc Art nrtd Architcrfrrre of Enrlish Gurdrrrs by lanr Bruuw, p. 210). 



4.3 Kiddington House, Enstone, Osfordshire, 1843 





4.7 Xlonticello 

(Sortrce: Heritage Gtzrtie~is; Gtrr, c o r t s m f  iort urrd imita enierr t by Sheerru i\fuckellm- 
Coitfhj,p. 1.15) 



4 .  Lvndhurst, Tarrytown, New York, 1638 

4.9 Prince's Lodge, Bedford Basin, Halifax, 2790s 

&tirce: jUtetoric and Roses: A Historu o f  Catutdirrrr Gurderiirt by Edwirttta mrz Bczeyer, p. 4)  



4.10 Spencer Wood (Bois de Coulonge), Québec, 1871. 

(Soirrce: Ridenri Hdl :  .Iir illrictruted fiiston~ of Govrrtrnieitt HOIIIC. O t t m ~ ~ .  ho112 VL-toruzir 
tintes to the pescnt dmr, by R.H. Hribbmd, 1977, p. 9). 



Chapter Five 
HISTORICAL CONTEXT 



5.1 Historical Context 

In order to properly undertake an historic landscape conservation approach in this 

studv of the Ilain Terrace ai Rideau Hall. a thorough investigation of the site's histop 1%-as 

required. 

The signiticence of the position of the Corpernors General of Canada required that 

iareiul coniidtrriilion and nidirilemrice OI Rideau HaIl be attended to by the resiaents and 

federal cciretakers, as the residence is a vice-regal estate and in the public eve (von Baeyer, 

1991. p. 6). Prior to the residence becoming the home of the first Governor General, between 1864 

and 1867, extensive planning rvent into transferring the position of Lord Monck form Quebec City 

to Ottawa. Initially. the plans were to build a new residence for the Governor General. but 

fiscal constraints Ird to the rental of e temporary residence. In Robert Hubbard's Riilniir Hrtll. 

he discusses the gowrnment's move from Quebec to Ottawa. in what he describes as a 

"tisr~rpor~iry rriiwswv RIdtw~i Hdl  'rrd m r w  tsz,qhty wres  w r t l  l t w 4  fiorrr thil .\Lit-h'it/ tsttztt*, 

tlrroicgli Ihu iqrilcy of .\lirchiiy ' so~i-ifi-fincl, Thomzs Coltrift E r t f i ,  l i t  11 rentiil of S4,Ooo II  y rit r .  

P h s  ï i l m  r~iztiy hj \irurîtznj 7 S G  for th* t w l q p r t w t  of tht~ d l ~ r  fni thrw or four t j m i * ~  ils x t p  

f i t  s i r  r s t i tn t t~d  cost of S770,f)00m (1977, p.9). The Rideau Hall estate was purchased bj. the 

gwernment of Canada in 1666 and has " m n e  tu ,iyiirbuli~t* oric. ~ r s p i t  of C~rrrditiir prr-rririiwt 1 1 1  

the s n m ~  uwy thut tire Parliurrrmt Brddirrp  sijmbolize nriother usprct" (Hunter, p. 23). 

The historv of Rideau Hall begins first rvith Thomas hlacKay, an industrialist during 

the early years of Bvtown, which was later named Ottawa. In 1817. Xlackay immigrated to 

Xlontreal from Perth, Scotland where he had been a stone mrison and engineer. He became a 

contractor for the Lachine Canal, and Iater was hired by Colonel B!. to bvork on the Rideau 

CanaI. as  XlacKay had gained a reputation as e builder and contndor, XIacKay ivas: 



4lacKay built several mills ai the Rideau Falls and is considered to be the "furiirdrr of the 

u i l l a ~ r  of Nrru Edi~rbirrgii ri?hicli g r m  i y  rorr~rd the nriils m d  lizter becam* prrt of Otter<il - 
(Hubbard, 1977, p. 3). 

In 1838, UacKav rvas wealthv enough to build the limestone country villa in the midst 

of the 1,100 acre tract that he had purchased. The estate overlooking the Ottawa and Rideau 

Rivers ivas named Rideau Hall. JlacKav's contemporaries had nicknamed the estate 

'hfuchuu's Birsli' and referred to the house itself as 'AltzcKiiit's t r s t l z '  (Hubbard, 1977, p. 3). In 

the description of the estate, Edwinna von Baeyer states the following in Wistory of thé Ritlrtrrr 

Hall Lutrdsillpt*: 

In the period following the leyout of estate grounds, visiton to MacKay's 'Elysi~zii 

retrnrt ' were impressed by the "'oniai~ror titi ii~ouoodeti ~rorciids, ?~rprii t i irr drr;w lrrrd Iiritpz 4 
i c h r  " (Hubbard. 1977'. p. 16). MacKay ais0 bought a thouwnd acres of land around Rideau 

Hall, then known as MûcKay's Bush, and now knorvn as Rockcliffe Park. M e r  his death, 

Mackay left an estate of land that now includes the Village of Rockcliffe Park and New 

Edinburgh. as well as the property known as Rideau Hall (Hunter, 1965. p. 149). 

5.1.1 The Significance of Rideau Hall 

The significance of the Rideau HaII estate is that i t  is the official residence of the 

Queen's represenbtive, the Governor Ceneral of Canada. Rideau Hall has been the "h01t11* tu 

t h  .srrccrs.iioit of Co~<riiors Gr~trrnl siirir I8ti.I ..." (von Baever, 1991, p. 2). The estùte was 

initially rented as the temporary residence for the governor generd in 1864, end K a s  later 

"dtwloprd rrrid trriiisforirwd iir i h t  iiils .;teri < r i  t r  i i r ï t znnj  tziid itpproprilitr imarirer" (Hunter, 



Building Report 86-24, p. 145). The Rideau Hall estate was purchased by the Covernment of 

Canada in lS66 and the building was altered to accommodate the needs of the first Covernor 

Generai, Lord hlonck. The numerous changes were initially began by architects from the 

Departmeni of Public IVorks and more recently by the National Capital Commission. The new 

initiatives for the estate grounds have otten been directed by the Covemor Generùl in office and 

their spouses. (Rideau Hall: Landscape Design and Slanagement Strategy, Terms of Reference, 

August, 1999, p.1) The estate was originally developed from the British countn estate model 

and presmtly,. threc of the four prima? hndscapc elementr remain intac!. Prior !o R i d c ~ ~ !  

Hall becoming the ternponry Covernment House in 1S64, "it ilils tItr rrrost pri1itqruirs r~tdr i t i ip  

irr tlir lrrm r m i m t g  1111 dipittrries to B!ytowrr m d  h t m  Otttlt~i~it" (Hu bbard, p. 16). 

Anotlier significant characteristic of the estate is that ~t i s  the terminus of the 

'Ceremonial Route* from Parliament Hill. Thus, Rideau Hall - 5 1 . ~ ~ 5  [r? I I  [ I I I I  d11111rk L-lnirly 

~ f ~ f ; i ~ ~ t i  hj ris p ~ r i ~ ~ i e t ~ * r  ~ L W C P  tutti p t ~ s  1 * 1 i ~ - f u ~ i u ~  ' 1  $igrrifi~-~ritt srt*tPir 5/7111-t1 111 11 r t*sdtwttd 

r i i i b o r i u u  r d  r i t  district (Rideau Hall: Landscape Design and \lanagement 

Çtntegy, Terms of Reference, .4ugust, 1999, p.1). Despi te the substant WI architectural changes 

to the residence over time, it has retained a great deal of its charactcr. The importance of 

Rideau Hall is also because i t  is "1111 irrqlortrriit y n f w i  of t h  prt*strpp of tlw Coivrrior Ctwmrl 

r d  1 r fur f i l f i l t g  t i r  r t d t s  of 1 1 - - r d  o .  lt is d s o  61 rr.i~f~ri~-r irrrd ~ r o t c i i t i ~  

îitliiclr k o r  t ndit iorriilly rrspottdud tv tlir prrsorrditirr ttrid grt$iurrirs of its or-srrprii t s .  0 ; w  

thr ymrr, t1w miiirrlirtiae rffrci o f  clrrirzges orid irdditkvrs of 511c~-c.51z>c Coïvrrior.i Crrirnrl, triid 

of som-rirnrrtt stirf r ~ q w r i d d t  fir tlrr srorcrtds, is tr  Pltirriirs of sortit* of t h  nrr-lrrr !irltrirt*; rirrtl 

Jrsipt irrterrtiorrr" (Phillips, Farevaag, Smallenberg, p.3). The two significant ceremonies in 

Ottawa*s history are the opening and dissolution of Parliament, "icvitlt thrti- trct;ozrizt~J 

~~zvtilaldc.s i l t d  driaec betiiwrt Ptrrlin~net~t mrd Ridtwrl Hi111 dorry: tirt* '.\lil~ of / f iston, '  by t h *  

Goct(~rtor Ctvrertrl mid flit* Prirtir . i f i ~ r i s t t ~ .  Of t h #  t ï i ~ ~  L T W I ~ S ,  t h  Opvtirtg df P d ; m t i ~ ~ i t  15 rrwst 

irrvested niitlr porrrp aizd iircrrmstc~iir~ " (du Toit, 1983, p.4 ). 

The heritage value of Rideau Hall is another major etement in the significance of the 

estate as the grounds rire a 'Classified' heritagr site by the Federal Heritage Buildings Review 

Office (FHBRO, 1997). This designation states that "trrry sisrriJjcirirt trrrd p*rrrrrrirtvrt 1-lrtrrr~~s tu 

tlre grourrds reqrriw r m i m  hl tkic irgurrcy. T h  groriitds hzar d s o  bcvrr dvsigrirrt~d 11 .\ri ttorrlrl 

Hisioric Sitt* hy tlre Historic Sites mrd .\h~rrntnerrts Bmrd" in 19% (Rideau Hal  1: Landscape 

Design and hlanagement Strategy, Terms of Reference, August, 1999, p.3). 



1 .  The Evolution of the Rideau Hall Landscape 

The design of the Rideau Hall landscape was modeled after the British Iandscape 

ideal because it ivas an integral part of the Covernor's Ceneral cul tur~l  background (von 

Baeyer, 1991p. 3). The Rideau Hall estate is an example of the landscape style of many countq 

estates which conformed to the prectpts of the English Landscape Style. The characteristics of 

this style included "rxptitzsei of rolliltg lurcw, t r w  aitd slirrrh ~ r o n p i ~ r s r  iii tlir distaitce, 

~iiiiirriiiri~ig !> i , t l i i ,  nnioiflri i i if ,  ~ - n i t t r d l ~ d  i > i i t t i i ,  iiirrl n w f ~ r  i i i t t ~ r * i t  " ( w n  Paeyer, ! QQ!, p. 5 )  

The Picturesque Style that was incorporated into the English Landscape Style in the 

mid-lSOOs, \vas predominant in the countw estates dong  the St. Lawrence. The rugged nature of 

the Picturesque Style was well suitrd to the Canadian landscape, as 'di.rrd trrrs,  w i l d  rirz?ilrrs, 

,yrdriitg ton-initts n w r  prrt of t l 1 ~  horjirrizgtn of  t h  Pictrrrr~qrw" (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 5). The 

Rideau Hall estate \%.as a suitable canvass on which the palette of the Picturesque St>pIe 

combined well with a more pastoral approach to the layout of the landscape (von Baeyer, Iq91, 

p. 5 ) .  This variation of the British 'Natural Style' was a popular landscape ideal thet had 

been ivell estriblished on many private estetes throughout Great Britain and in other estates in 

Sor t  h Americri. 

5.1.3 Significant Periods in the Evolution of the Rideau Hall Landscape 

The development of the Rideau Hall landxape and its significant changes have been 

thoroughly documented by Edrvinna von Baeyer and Atark Laird in the Ridntri Htrll Lr i i~ i z i i rp  

Coiisrrmtiuit Stlidy (1991). They have identified three significant periods in the 

development of the estate grounds. The first significant period encompasses Covernor Cenernl 

Monck's residenc). between 1864 and 1868 (Figure 5.1). Edwinna von Baeyer documents that: 



The second significnnt period of change look place between 1900 and 1916. The major 

alterations to the iandscape occurred mainly in the Private Ornamental Gardens, beyond some 

architectural and structural changes. Two signifiant individuals that ne re  responsible for 

this were Lady Minto (1896-1904) and Lady Grey (19041911) who " r i v e  m i d  gnrdeiters, ilho 

oilizrgcd ttw scopt of /loroi*r prrdrrriris o ~ i  tltr ripper Iiitivr. T h  priicf isc of /d[riiitiiis t l t ~ t ~ s t t ~ t d s  

of brilbs 0 1 1  the eirtrnricr grorrirds b e p i  riitlr these hi70 M i e s .  Lrdy Graj oz~ersmi~ llre rrrctioii o f  

The third period of significant change "nrm~rrptissr~ 1927 to 1937, t h  t m i r  of Lord Biiiz,q 

uird his eittli risiustic grcrdriier njifi, rrs well i ls  11 tjrrtr of corrsolidt~t iurr riiiti~r the h'illiripioirs * 

(von Baeyer, 1991, p- S). .A major addition to the southern siope of the upper ornamental 

gardens (Lower Terrace) was a rockery installed under the direction of Lady Byng (Figure 5.3). 

The siting of this rockery was in the area between the lower lawn and the bowling green. 

During this time period, new plantings areas were added to the estate grounds, and "i(11 

~ x r r h m i ~ i t  jlorirl tortr a w  ~iacir  to the oriaiiee~itd p r d r ~ i s .  O u  t h  rq1prr tm-ir~-r rzmr  th^ h r ~ s t * ,  

rzmT Jïower beds zrwe plutrted. Tertrtis cotirts zrertr birilt rrrtder the I.2'illirrgdurrs mi t t t ~  lotiw- 

Cu~rrirrii~lrt t m r s ~ "  (von Baeyer, 1991, p. S). 

Following the Byng and \Villingdon e n s  and leading up to the present day, the layout 

of the Rideau Hall landscape did not change significently. Other areas within the Rideau 

Hall landscape varied, as the orchard that was once located behind the Rideau Cottage 

disappenred in the 19Ns, "brit tlrr aritlirze of the Lird rrsrd reintriris thr w n w ,  mw thorislr if ir 

1 1 0 7 ~  filled witli gras ,  treec uitd ~ltrribs" (von Baever, 1991, p. 8). The vegetable garden, which 

wes previously located in the southeastern corner of the estate, \vas transformed into a tree 

nursery in the late 2950s. Finally, the fence surrounding the Rideau Hall estate was 

"hrrîtorii=rd, iuhrn the rritiru p~ritrrrter cf khe site iims P I I C ~ O S L ' ~  by I I  rqdic~r 4 f  t lw urigfmrl 

storte arid irorr firice. mis uws doire iir stages fiorn 1932 and finished irr 7339' (von Baeyer, 2992, 

p. 8). 



Interestingly, the three main periods of change to the Rideau Hall landscape coincided 

wifh the growing interest in gardening and horticulture throughout Canada. The 

beriutification movement hrid an enomous impact on Canadian society from the Irite lSOOs and 

into the 1920s. This was evident in both private residences, as well on vice-regal residences 

throughout the country (von Baeyer, 1991, pp. 7-8). 

5.2 The Historic Zones of the Rideau Hall Landscape 

The Rideau Hall estate is bosed on the British model of countn. estùtes, although i t  

differs from the British mode1 in signifiant ways, as il is locaied on "tiw p t ~ i p l r t ~ i e s  Li/ 11 

iirirjur L-ity rl~id L-L'N~TP L ) / S O ~ V * U I ~ I I P ~ ~ ~ ' *  (Laird, 1991, p. 76) .  This meant that the estate could not 

expand beyond its boundaries. The landscape of the Rideau Hall estate was different from the 

British countrv estate, as these historic zones were compressed within the eighb-seven acres oi 

the estate (Laird, 1991, p.76). This difference resulted in the " ~ - r ) l q r r l ~ - l  str~lctllrv" t ha t 

presently exists on the estate (Laird, 1991, p. 76). 

The second major difference between the British country estate and Rideau Hall is thri t 

the prirnarv function of Rideau Hall is a vice-regal residence. The various landsciipe feiitures 

ihat are a part of the Rideau Hall estate were o result of the rnany ceremonial and privais 

requirements that were instrumental for the daily life of the Covemors General (Laird, 1991, p. 

76). The estate has historically been accessible to the public for various activities and events, 

which contrasts greatly to the functions of the estates across the .Atlantic Ocean. 

Another unique difference between Rideau Hall and the British eurnples is that man!. 

of the various Governon General over time have "l+ soiirr titrrrk or o t h r  iiri t h  I~r/tdsirrp* l J ; ~ ~ * i r  

witliirr thr short t i w  spmr of rrsideircc' (Laird, 1991. p. 77). A s  e result, the estate bears the 

"iidditiîu* qiirrlity of tlzr lizizdsc~zpr plniziriits" from the grounds being altered (Laird. 1991. p. 

m. On private British estates there was less of a n  impact on the grounds and the designer 

would have establ ished "tlw prt terif of I t t~ï i fs i t ïp~ ~ P ~ ~ P ~ U P I I I P I I ~  " for the vears a hend (Laird, 

1991, p. m. These alterations and additions are presently ei~ident. 

Rideau Hal1 also differed from the British model, as the estate evolved over time and 

as a result, the five original zones expanded to seven and are identified within the landscape 

(Figure 5.4). I t  is important to note that four of these zones have remeined "lnrp*ly iirttat, n w  

tho rish tlic fibric of tlrr p h  t ed izitd htiilt L Z ~ I ~ S C L ~ F P  rifith tir tlir~ir rnlzy llrz~e c-hrt~qcd 11 ri itr 

r i - 1  (Laird, 1991, p. 77). The original agricultural practices that had occurred on the 



site ore presently not required and have been replaced by an increased need for service 

facilities, including "rrnzir~f~rrnrice nird trdinirri~frr~tiori , for triritsport alid seclrrity, n disf i i icf  

~rrnrliorrsr ~irrtr, ir litwtiirg ~diirit,  I r  prirkitig lut" as the functional requirements of the grounds 

have progressed within the estate (Laird, 1991, p. 60). 

The grounds of Rideau Hall are cornprised of five distinct zones that have rvere 

identified and thoroughly documented by Mark Laird in his report, Co~tcrrzuitioii Sliidy of t h*  

Ridru 11 Hl111 l . l~udi t -~t~tr  (1 991 1. The five ci ist inct 7ones ;-orrr.;,rtriiid iri r y p  to t - h m * t v i ~ t  it- 

sirbdivisiuiis of t h  Eiglislt lrrrrds~-ap~ prrk," (Laird, p. 76) and are identified as: "tz prrstoriil 

itr00cit.d e ~ i t r l ~ ~ t c e  omf qyroirsli tirni to tlw ~l'i*st; U F W I I  ptirklmd iciith crickrt ficlti to t h  soirth; 

furnrlrlri J (mi orrtbrrildiiip ta tlia w s t  riird itortli ~ ~ 1 s t ;  tr rrmre rrrsscti, m t  rrrrrl n~oodliimf irrtw fo  

tlir rtortli i i w t ;  trtid lit tlir Irtw-t of tlte s i t ~  tu t h *  sorrtlr m s t  of t h  r e s h i ~ l ~ t ' ,  tht* prizwte 

orrtarnrir tri! grirdeirs tlrentsrlzws" (Laird, 1991, p. 76) (Figure 5.5). 

The fifth zone has been phased out as faming practices on the estate have ceûsed. As 

well, the kitchen garden and its functional aspect has been reduced. I t  predominantl!. a 

holding bed for plant material, dong with some perennials surrounded by the cedar hedge. The 

requirernents for service facilities, including administration and maintenance for the grounds 

have eïpanded on the estrite. As well, ot her facilities includ ing secu rity, parking, greenhouses, 

and heating have replaced the previous traditional requirements of the site which focused on 

agricul turnl practices (Laird, 1991, p. 80). 

Finally, the Canadian climate and culture is quite unique from that of the British 

model, risseveral of the winter activities at Rideau Hall would be unheard of on the British 

country estùte. The toboganning, curling. skating activities, and " s ~ i m i i r g  ofr are unique to the 

northern climate (Laird, 1991, p. 77). 

5.21 The Wooded Entrance Area 

The wooded entrance area (Figure 5.6) wris the first of the five historic zones to be 

altered in the 1860s and includes the main entrance gate, "fhr tireu .i.rrrrorrtidirrg the rirtrrrrrce, 

.\lorick Drivr, t h  orisiirtd ,!.irrcEurtj Dr&, 17 Ridemi Gtrtr, trird fhe prth rtoiu kironw 11s the \,'If 

Wulk" (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 13). This zone was estabiished in I W ,  when F. P. Rubidge, an 

architect and engineer with the Department of Public Works, " d r m  ri plirrt of the sroiirrcfi 

rnirirr~ wliat r i r i  on  the cpir ird  uird ri~hzt Ire reconirnrizded be birilt or lurrdscnprd" (von Baeyer, 

1911, p. 13). Even during hlacKay's penod of residence, ' t h e  obliqrrr tipproscli of tlir Eitgli i l~ 



Lrrrdsc~rpr Styfe lrrrd berri ~'Irosrtl u a ~ r  th*  direct ~ I U C I I ~ I C  of i~lti*rirtltive fortilri1 sh~lcs"  (Laird, 

1991 p. 87). I t  was Lord hlonck who was responsible for changing the route in the entrance area 

and from his suggestion he "rrcce~rtiiirtcd t h  iirirtitorr~izr.is of thr irpprorzch; lie shosr ii nrorr 

tkickltj ttoodrd urrn for tlre ~ i m  drive to help concenl tlre r~sidem-e mzd to rdrrirrce the seirsp O/ 

rrtriit " (Laird, 1991, p. 87). The rvooded entriince area is bounded by the Sugar Bush escarprnent 

to the north and to the south lies the open parkland. The Hall creates a boundary edge to the 

east and to the west, the entrance gate off of Susse\ Drive defines the entrance area (Laird, 

1991. p. 881. 

The present dav qualitv of this route knocvn today as \Ionck's Drive is essentially as i t  

was during Monck's era. The planting density and selection of material has been altered and 

has grown considerablv over the years. During Lord Monck's era, he requesied thet a number of 

trees be planted in the entrance area. His intention was possibly to "pro7tiiir rc rliwsrr sowr for 

t h  r i  u t h  l u ,  I r - i  i t  l i o i r  'Einborirriirji t h  Iroirsr iii t rws,  ' iicir 

s taiidrrrd British Itriidsmp* f~ri i i t i î r  O H  corr r r  t ry  p s t n t ~ ~ .  .i 5 tlrt* visilor d r o m  rip t h  

tPritnlric-mey, tlrr lrurrsr i i~r t ld  rrrdrirrrly, i~try~rzcsii~dy rvrrrpB frosi tIw siirn~riiriliirs t r r ~ ~ s "  (\.on 

Baeyer, 1991, p. 14). One of Lord Monck's recommendations for the property was that e grand 

avenue of epproùch rvas created, as he was telt ihat a densely treed erea ~vould "irrrrk~* tlrr 

Iiorrsr q y r n r  morr srclrrded, ltird gizv mi 'ideir of iris eppirrtarrt t r  Y I  to tlrc 

proyrrrty ' "(von Baever, 1991, p. 13). A substrintial tree planting program occurred in 1667 tvhen 

a great variety of trees were planted in the entrance area. 

The rvooded entrance park was further enhanced by beds of spring bulbs attributed to 

Lady Grey. She was especially prûised for the beds of thousands of narcissi and tulips. As 

well, she olso, follor\*ing the common Engiish practice of naturûlizing bulbs in  the grass under 

deciduous trees, had bulbs pbnted in amongst the trees. In bloom. the sight reminded one 

observer of " 'the gloriorrs Uicompirrrhlr ryritrg of Olii Err,qlirird. ' Iir 1903 idoirr, iIrr urdned S,i)(WI 

trimissi, 6,500 t i i l ip  irrtd 300 filies' " (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 14). 

The nest major phase of improvements to the entrance zone occurred when the Duke of 

Connaught rernoved a number of trees that were either dead or diseased, as well as coniferous 

trees which he felt to be 'giootrry' "in appearance. The evergreens rvere replaced with 

deciduous trees in 1913 which resulted in the park resembling " 'rrrr Eqlislr phru' " (von 

Baeyer, 2991, pp. 14-15). "By t h  7430s the wooikd rrrtrcrrtst* prrk hrd ~ r k o  bet-onw t h  sitt. for 

crrernoirirl t r e ~  plarztirzgs, alflirirrglr t l i q  were  rot culrfitzed to t h k  ~treu. Fur ex~irr~plr rrt  th^ 

fuot uf the orrgi~rril orrrarnerrtnl sirrderis, the yorirrs Drike of Coirrrnrrslrt plrrirtrd rl red ~rrk  irr 

7906" (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 15). Prime ministers, presidents, royalty, and other dignitaries 

have planted trees in the entrance area over the years(von Baeyer, 1991, y. 15). 



In hlark Laird's report he states how the entnnce area during the Connaught erû \vas 

"rnortl rrrlrrrirc", and that following the Second \Vorld War, "the rrst of bright red iirrrrriis rtc. 

mrtdrirrg tlrr ~ z w r d s  i r r  Jroirt of t h  Htill h r t  srorr 'poinp artd cirrrr»rstri~icr' to tlri* szriie of 

iirrivnl" (Laird, 1991, p. S7). The road leading up  to the residence had once been tenninated by 

a grassy oval that was implemented by MacKay, as well the original entrance was intersected 

bva turn-around oval (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 13). Xiore recently, the area adjacent to the Hall 

has changed in its simplicity, as the "Forrrrtiiiri of Hopr *, a contempomry fountain has replaced 

the grassy OVJI at the terminus. The embankrnent ridge near the d e n d v  fnreqted aree Mvar once 

cleared of trees and in 1879 was named the Princess Louise Vista, in honour of Marquis of Lorne's 

wife (von Baever, 1991, p. 16)- Presently, these views Lowards the 0ttais.a River are not 

visible as the vegetation has been left to mature. 

5.2.2 Open Parkland 

The areû of land along the southern espanse from 11 Rideau Gate to XlacKay Gate 

\Valk, was maintained as turfed park land during MacKay's ere (Figure 5.7). The western 

boundary of lhis zone is 'iorrtrtirt~d by tlrt* 7uuodliirrd of tlir W o u d d  Eiitrnriic P w k  Zoirip ririd t h  

p w u i t ' t ~ r  JFrrc-diirc tu tltr rontlr. T h  mstrrrr twd, Iro;iwrer. rrirrppz iciitli tlw rtwrrrirr~ of tlw 

furm tord kitclrrrr gurdcrrW (Laird, 1991, p. 88). This open Iawn area that ivas from the 

traditional country estates was dissected by fences, possibly by request from Lord klonck as an 

attempt to protect trees from animals. (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 19). The cricket field is located in 

the eastem portion and was laid out in 1866 (von Baeyer, 1991. p. 19). 

Presently, at the southern edge of the parkland, there is a sense of unbroken Iawn 

between trees to the north and to the south. This parkland zone has been altered and "tlrr*rr 

l u  d i  I I  1 r d r  O t t t r :  Jirst, by  the feltccliir~ O/ tlrr cr ick~t  ficlil; m d  tlroi 

llzter. hj t h  preserictp of the hiro ~triright prrtlrs fiorif .\.lrrcE;ry Strrtpt irrrii by t h r  t*.rtt*rtrrorr of tht9 

urilaritrtrtaf ~urdzrii; soitt\tavrdsu(Laird, 1991, p. 88). In 1916, the Duke of Connaught requested 

that a " 'Birclr tîhdk' " be planted which "rffecti.trely reirrford this dii~isiori of t h  prrrkliitld 

iirto seprmrts. Witlr the rrtimvtl of flir renwirii~rg trees hj Ihc lCi40c f l r ~  rrrrity of t h  :oirtV 

rrtrrnri*ti' (Laird. 1991, p. 88). In the 1940s the birch trees were removed which returned the 

in tegrity back to the Parkland zone and later the agricultual practices ceased, causing the zone 

to becorne '~rrore errified tliart rtt iirrytinrr lritlrrrto* (Laird, 1991, pp .  S690). 

The Piirkland zone today is punctuated and a ttracts the eye by structures which act as  

focaI points, such as the cricket pavilion in the distance and the entrance lodge which are both 

"rqrrizwle~r ts of t h  t ~ m p l r s  mrd njtmtci~err of llrr Eriglich lurrdcnipt' pirk " (Lai rd, 1991, p. 

90). 



5-23 The Vegetable Garden and Former Farm Area 

The vegetable garden was a common companent of many self-sufficient estates in 

Britain and in Xorth America (Figure 5.8). Typically, the vegetable garden Iayout consisted of 

"striri~Iit ro~ia rrnd pntlis, n grid co~ifisanitiori ivhic h senred the functional requiremen ts and 

a were a necessity of life in erirly Canada (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 21). Edwinna von Baeyer 

describes how ' the  irtilitririuri desigri r c m  m s -  to 111!1 out alid crdtiz~titr. Fritritry: rr.~ttully 

protrct-trd t h  plots fiom ariindrriirg jrnu rr~rirrirrls, dusi, iidifl#, riiid t-lrildreir " (1991, p. 21). 

The location of the original vegetable garden nt  Rideau Hall was closer to the 

residence, but was moved in t 866 when " Riibidp. rrcoirii~lrirdrd t h  t ~t 1it~ irrozreri ririii r q ~ h - r d  

by pleusrire grorrmf.cW (von Baeyer, l99I. p. 21 ). Edwinna von Baqer describes how: 

In 1932, the Rideau Ha11 grounds were transferred to the care of the Federal District 

Commission and the Department of Public \Vorks and the Federal District Commission 

negotiated over the supervision of the vegetable garden (von Baeyer, 1991.p. 23). The 

diwppearance of the vegetable garden was inevitable in the late 1940s. as its use Ives becoming 

less important to the residence, Cradually, trees were plrinted in a mal1 portion of the 

vegetable garden and the less significant paths vvere removed in 1950. The detiiiled description 

by von Baeyer reveals how : "ln 1954 the gnrdeit 7ia.r discorttitiirrd arrd by 19jb it h d  beerr 

L-oirrplrtely ioirvertrd iitto ii t r w  rittrsery, Iiarboriiis rrririiy lreitt ruriPr of t r ~ e s .  By tlir 1980s, 

h m m e r ,  rnost of t h  frets ziwc gone utid t h  aren 7iws 1r1107i?eiJ to T E Z ~ P ~ ~  tu scrtlb. Todiry it is I I  

f i l d  of scrirb, trrtd fm orii~rrnnrtal trws. The h d s r  limi distipptwreri rlloiig iilitii t h i n  

onrume~itul g ~ t r ,  frricirzg, mid tool sheds." (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 23). 

The former farm area has been replaced by "srnerd self-colitlzi~rrd trriJrrs" such as: "11 

compost iord mintrrrartce nreu; a pirblic pnrkirrg rrreir rrroeloped irr lmiw artd sprrrce; aird il 

grriztly e.rpnrtdrd opmtioris irreri" (Laird,  1991, p. 90). 



5.24 Rideau Cottage 

Rideau Cottage (Figure 5.9) was built in 1866 for the Governor Cenerai's secretary and 

was designed by F. P. Rubidge. The construction of the cottage was to be completed before tord 

Monck amved to reside at Rideau Hall in 1867. Although very little is known of the aree of 

land surrounding the one-storey brick cottage during this time, as there are no ehisting 

photographs (son Baeyer, 1991, p. 23). From a photograph that was taken around 1876, i t  is 

evident that there were"tnw tliiii ~-orr{fus iircir the + k ~ t  +rit.r or1 rlrr r r n r t h r . t  c i t fe  cf !!rr 

c o t t q ~  rr~'rzr flic upertztiotrc tzrm " (von Baeyer, 1991, pp. 23-24}. In his report, Laird comments 

on the setting of Rideau Cottage: "Wliilr it iio doubt Iiiid its owir tfrim* irirtl grzrdeir tzrt*lr (1s 

eirrly 11s mnpletioiz i i ~  1Y67. t h  resideirre utas i1f?i1(2ys ~qr~rzslretî beticwri the firrin rrrrd kitclterr 

surdrir, ihr un~r i~~ i r i t t d  prdrir:: rirrd iitr rxyiaiidiirs ~p,ltrrr~tiu>i~ rirnl" ( 1991, p. 92). 1 n the years 

1912 to 1916 a circulsr drive was added to the cottage and Iater disappeared. .As well, 

surrounding landscape to Rideau Cottage rvas most likely altered after each renova tion 

occurred: in 1S72,1905,1933, and 1%3-55 (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 24). 

One major significiint component thai wiis added to the landscape surrounding Rideau 

Cottage were orchard trees that were added to the already existing orchard trees that t\?ere 

located to the south of Rideau Hall. The orchard trees were found to have ehisted in an area 

between Rideau Cottage and the service zone (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 21). Orchards were 

commonly found in fannsteads, as fruit trees were planted at Rideau Hall as eiirly on as 1667 

(von Baeyer, 1991, p. 24). The orchrd that existed between the l92Os/ 30s "riritsf Iitiar clddrd ri 

mrtr.~drrtt rrrstic firmilr to il tiit~ulliri~ ri6icb. .i~irrorimlrtl I y  it? piikt~t f'ttrîe?, h i  d ï ( 7 q 5  bwu 

nvcrrtiiii* of the rtrrul pic! rrrrsqrrt*" (Laird, 1991, p. 92). 

PresentIy, the area of land surrounding Rideau Cottage is formal, as ;ru nitrritri-r dr iw 

hur rqdrtctd flic srrial1 faire mtd llmvis, l q e  shrrrb beds rtrrd t ree plirrrtiiigs h m c  repbc-rd tlw 

urclrr~rd. T h  romi rwrs u b l i q r ~ f y  to t h  i m w ,  trot dirrctly touwrds i t ,  gis does t l t  the F f t i f f  

(von Baeyer, 1991, p. 25). 

The area known as the Sugar Bush is located in the northwest corner of the site and has 

been heavily wooded since the beginnings of the estate. This particular area was covered bv 

coniferous trees until the twentieth century, as histonc photographs from between the 1670's 

until the 1900s indicate and deciduous trees were not risible un til the 1940s (Laird, 1991. p. 95).  

Edwinna von Baeyer describes the Sugar Bush zone in the following statement: 'Tlir tliirty foot 



Iriglr rmbuitk~neizt irloiig tlrr rritruiice merrrir drai~ui t icdy bordm tlrr birslr hdozc~" (7991, 11. CI 

[rird t h  irrw wti5 itritidly " b i w c t d  by tz r m d  rti~ritiiig ~ ~ 1 s t - w s t ,  lmi t i lg  fratrr the fnrm 

cornplex to  tlie prtblic roczd to RockcliJfe '(1991, p. 42). Within the Sugar Bush graveleci 

pathways were made in 1667 following a request bv Lord Uonck which meendered through the 

bush and around the estate. 

The focus of the Sugar Bush since the 1870s have been on winter sports, as skating. 

curling and tobogga ni ng w hen Lord Duffenn '%ru rigiiruted wlirrt ripoiild brcomr poprilur wiir t ~ r  

t~ri~tiiires rtt t l i ~  t*strit~" (von Rnever. 1991: p. 37). Thew tksinter activities were ccntir).l-led bv 

Lord Lorne when: "il1 1879 ire luzd the nrrziir h z t i ~ r g  riiik r-rptriidpd, rurd ir sirirrllt*r riirk briilt oii 

tltr rturtlr side of tlit- totiu~~rtri 'ilirir, d ç q ~  itt tlir sirgnr hrizh"(von Baever, 1991, p. 43). .A Iater 

addition to the skiiting rink within the wooded area was a log cabin that was to be used as 

"nnritr-iip Iirrt jor shrtrrs" (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 43). 

Another popular pùstime within the Sugar Bush was the sugaring-off activiv which 

began around 1911, although i t  is possible that i t  ma! have occurred earlier than this date 

(von Baeyer, 1991, p. 43). During the eras of Lorne, Xlinto and Connaught the act o f  'jrrprriiis 

off' wiis a popuiiir spring time activity and still remains a unique pasttime that is conducive to 

the northern climates end culture (Laird, 1991, p. 95). In the mid-1940s the sep-gathering 

opentions were espanded by Lord Alesander on the "fiftrr~i tzl-r~s of ?irgtir iriirp1t.i. liird hrti r t m 7  

srigar-~nnkiitg qri ipntmt  iirstallrd iti tlie old st<~blrsa(Hubbard, p. 178). Later in 1970 Governor 

Ceneral Michener 'reqriectrd tlrnt tlir trnditioit of sirl;irriir,y off hr iotrfitrrrrd 'turiiztmriipttvi, 

tlroqlt [rt 11 tniicli redriccd xnlr  ' ' (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 4.6). 

The Suger Bush alterations include two pools that tvere insirilled upon the requesi of 

Covernor Ceneral Schreyer and were created down the path that lead from the log cabin. 

Along with the pooIs, James Clark, landscape architect bvith the \.C.C, oversew the 

installation of a small arched wooden bridge that spanned across the water to an island (von 

Baeyer, 1991. p. 46). Although these pools rvere ' o r i ~ i i i d l y  i tut-k~d iiitlr troiit, httt tlrnj seoir 

disqpeared uad riterc repfacrd by goldfisli " (von Baeyer, 19%. p. 46). Interestingly, Edwinna 

von Baeyer remarks that 'Robidsr, or1 hi5 18154 plitir, dr.iipatrtl rrri iirnt ht*ticvrir tlrr hridr 

irccess raid aird t k  rcrideiis~, tir t h  sitr for n 'proposrd oririzrirrrit[rl nuzter. ' Rjn-rs, po~ids trird 

1iike.s nwt* oftr~r ilitrriictrrizrd ~ r s  t r  rornrrroir ritlrizirsrtttr~~t uri tliz ioiirrtry rstlrtr. f t ~ t i d s ~ - q w n  

(1991, p. 46). 



5.2.6 The Operations Area 

The operations area is located near the back entrance road and has been used for the 

operation and maintenance of the estate since the Thomas XIacKay e n .  In ri plan from lS64 by 

Rubidge fiznwr's rrsiderrce, yiggenj, cour Itorrsr, stiibir irrili blir~r" is shown in a "U-shrzprd 

1 ,  2 o r b i ,  ~ r t i l t z r ~ i  T I  u ~ i i t r t i u ~ r  I 7 C d  " (von Baey er, 1991, p. 39). 

The landscape of the area consisted of mainly roads for utilitarian purposes. Other additions 

to the  operation% area include the N~rrwrrrrtrr rf 7871i5. th h t r y  of 7,595 r r r r d  tlrt~ SiirrrSe nf 
791 7" responding to the growing functional needs of the estate. Later in the early twentieth 

centul,  a maple avenue was added to the brick d i v e  area (Laird, 1991, y. 92). 

This zone presently includes the "grrriihoirsr coiripl~x, ihr ~nrri~r ptzrkiirg lot urid tlrr 

srm;cr iiriw Jrvttr Priilci~ir Gi tr ,  t h  'hick dvur' 11s it iwrr tu tlrr r..;tirtr (Laird, 199 1 ,  p. 92). 

There have been many additions to the landscape of the operations area. 

5.3 The Private Ornamental Gardens 

The Private Ornamental Gardens, the private domain of the Governors Generaf, 

reveals the most notable historiciil evolution tvithin the Rideau Hall estate (Figure 5.10). In 

Mark Laird's opinion, these are the notable changes that have occurred within the Private 

Ornamental Gardens: 

r f u r  h i  r i - t  i t i o  t th*  o t  r i  1 i i 1 i ~  ivrdorrd -- t h  

Coirimirglit t m m ,  t h  Lzdy Bytig Rock Gtzrdrri, tlir trtlrtis soirrt* iirrd pirrilioli, 

.\lrs. .\ lidrcrier's R u c k q  rts. - thrrt* linp trrn~ry dicti~rct!rr f ir t  rtrrs h i r i  nwy 

period tltnt Itirvr yrozwd ephr~irerul nr tlirr i h ~ r ~ r  List irrs. E i p ~ i r i l l y  

itottwortlry rtrr tlrr mrrotts ptzrtmcs, t h  trrrmrroir prrsullzs, thri. krrhicroic.s 

borders, atrd iibove ull, the s e v m l  versiotrc of the t-orisrnwtory or yai~ri kossc" 

(Laird, 1991, p. 93). 

The Private Ornamental Gardens retlects a typical mid-i'ictorian garden Iayout 

although it is much less omate than the gardens of British country estates. The following 

observation by Edwinna von Baeyer focuses on the influences on these gardens: 



The evolution of the Private Ornamental Gardens began in 1S6-1 ivhen Rubidg 

recognized the need for forma1 gardens for the " ' ~ ~ r o p e d  firttrw rrdrrrrr O[ Hi5 Exrr.lli'tr~*i/ thr 

G w m r o r  Grtrerrrl* iirclrtded il plinr for tilr fonaul prdeiis" (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 25). The eiirly 

country estates often incorporated ornamental gardens rvithin the grounds and as Rideau Hall 

also wùs a vice-regal residence, the significance of these gardens was even greater. The initial 

plans bv Ru bidge i ncorporated various areas t hat needed to be add ressed i\.i thin the grounds: 

Traditiondly. the ffower gardens were usually sited near the house on a terrace. Often 

the terrace ivas shaped into a geornetric pattern and was popular in Britain in the 17th centuw 

and revived later in the exly 19th century (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 26). The plan of the brds in 

the Private Ornamental Cardens followed t hese British garden design yractices. The in terest 

in ornamen ta1 ga rdens was visible throughou t many private residences t hroughou t Canada 

during the 19th century. The ornamental garden was a symbol of being in good social standing, 

US "smiller vrrsio~ts of' oriiirarortnl girrderi desipis mrrld hc cirt ilito tkr ainirll froltt lrziivis of 

t r i  l ' r  (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 27). In Victorian times the ornamental garden 

"d~iiroiist rukd good ~~iniiitgetne~it " and "coiifd denrorwtrntr stnhility mrd q e d r l r s  of u ~ ~ r o p r t  y ,  

lis ïwi1  L ~ S  tlw 1nutretj mrd leisilre iwceswznj tu rrrltirrztr siiclr 11 liixiiry". 11 &J igil11lr.d thrt  tliz 

ormer uns ir pcrmr ofriritirre, of rrrttstzc sensihility ri~iro k~zn i?  t h p  proper, jirclrioiinblr 7 w ~  to 

prrdrir " (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 27). 



The vegetribIe garden that had been created by MacKay was removed in order to crea te 

the formal gardens. The garden layout was based on Rubidge's early design and evolved over 

the years to incorporate the desires of successit~e Governors General. In  the Monck era (1867- 

1866) a grassed embankment with cedar stairs led down into the lower termce from the upper 

terrace. The griiveled pathivays on the lower terrace areci created "wpn i t ed  stptzrPs of 1tzxw * 

and within these were cùrved geometric flower beds where annuals were planted (von Baeyer, 

1991, p. 26). During this en ,  the trend in gardenine practices was to create beds in shapes such 

as ellipses, ovals. fleur-de-lis, mallese crosses, and stars. These shapes were found in the 

squares of Iawn in the lower terrace. .At the circular intersection of the graveled path, tubbed 

plants were placed during the summer months. Other flowering shnibs included lilacs thai 

bloomed near the conservatory / Palm House (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 26) (Figure 5.1). 

The Prirate Ornamental Gardens did not experience notable changes during the 

Dufferin ere (1871-1676). The significant changes that occurred ivithin the gardens followed 

the horticultural trends that swept across Canada during the L'ictorian period, as in 1678: " t ltr 

iiriipi utr tlrr IOTLW trrnzrr lrnti grrrdttiitrd fruiri .itlrr'i ~ i i d  piprrr-dis-lis iitto ~ i i r  urrrrrtr d r i i p  of 

c1trstrr.r o f  t a u  drop s l u p d  b ~ d j .  A loirs flonw border jluirkrd tlrz .souflreni burrirdrznj of t lr tp 

loïirr tr.rnrsr.." (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 26). The flowers plented in the ornamental gardens during 

the Victorian erû were brightly coloured annuels, such as  "arrhrtrir, lohelitz. grniiiirriz. colcr~s, 

prtrriritz, rtlys.crter, rirzd arrrrigol~fi" (von Baey er, pp. 27-26). Other herbaceous plants t hat were 

used included phlox, chrysanthemurn, trce peony, hardy roses, and glûdiolus (von Baeyer, 1991, 

p. 28). The Dufferins also initiated the popular garden parties in the formal gardens at Rideau 

Hall, as they enjoyed these social occasions. 

Durtng the Marquis of Lome's term a t Rideau HaII the ornamental gerdens matured, as 

"tiir sortnzl pufh tliroriglz the loiivr trrrac~ rlori' C-oi~itiziird irp ilrr . i lop [O tire borditrs pwr 

hi11 iretz. 0 1 1  ritlru aidr of this prtlr J I m t w i i i ~  slrr~rhs a w e  ~ i s i h f r  f~mrlry iiwr lilizc~) . 4 s  

well a number of deciduous and coniferous trees were planted (von Baeyer, 199 1, p. 26). The 

geometric flovver beds of the lower terrace remained, as well as the "forts Foiwr horrirr oit t h  

wtrtherir r d p  of t h  gurde~ir" (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 26). The Lornes also hosted garden parties 

and the music was provided by the *mrrlrt-mrtzd Corwtiur G*rrrnrl Foot-Clurnis brimi" and 

*ofteii the bnird rinrs IeZtmed ririder t t  qwciiil ~rrm~irei., irsriidly 011 t h  lower t~rrucu' . This 

tndi tion continues to the present day (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 19). As well, "the .\t>rrdzeii lteld ~r 

gardrti party m q  S<ztrirdrry irr ,Vrq m d  [rrrrr. ff M d  irc the meiriir~, 'dorrrrd l~rrnps oird fiin/ 

l i t  i d  tu 1 t i t i .  Tziritis tirid ~rogriet arrtp d z o  pliryrti or2 thr ~ m w z  rirrrirtg thr 

part i f s  " (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 29). 



The forma1 gardens did not experience any greet changes until the Minto era (1898- 

1904), when Lady Minto's "iitterecf iir kortictiltiiru u,as moir vvidertt in  tlie prde i i s "  (von 

Baeyer, p. 29). The changes that Lady Minto was responsible for included: ' Thr  r~pprr  trird 

l o ~ i w -  terrucrc rnrinirred barr of )loztrr brds crrf iirto the Irinvr, mrd the pntbr avrr  redtrcrd to 

hipo nrrriri a~_i t - i~ l*s t  prtlrs liird arir rrorth-sorrtli " (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 29). The major impact 

that Lady 'clinto had on the Private Ornamental Gardens occurred in 1900, when she improved 

' t ltr Jlo~cvr heds dsaloiig flrr hordn:: of the lorivr tenm-P with Irrritdrrds of prrziziiittls, sltrith roses 

~ ~ i i d  7 0 , O ~ O  brrlbz o f  iiiffrrrirt - - arrirtirs" (von Baever. 1991. p. 301. O n e  of the rnod sisriificant 

improvements during the Minto era was mtlw ~ w c t i o i l  o j  11 wire trd11s iir t/ri~ p r d t w  izird 

rriiirrbrr u f p s t s  rrt tliv Jloiwr bt'ds for tnriirircg rust's" and " t l r ~  itrps Indiirs @ni the i rppr  

tenirsr to tlir iorivr w e r ~  c h i t ~ r d  ITO>tr wdur  to pwrolitJii~- (1111 wti f i i- id ztuiir uiix of grtrtritiw 

i~rrd mricrrte) " (von Baeyer, 1991. p. 30. 

Another important period of change to the formal gardens occurred during the Crey era 

(19CU-1911), as Lady Grey was also a knowlcdgeable and avid gardener. She was responsible 

for the lush borders of flowers and changed the irrigation system to avoid the prolonged effects 

of dry iveather on the plant material. In addition to having a wire netting instdled dong  the 

fiower bordcrs in front of the bowling green area in 1904, she had a cedar pergola placed along 

the flower borders in the south portion of the lower tenace thût wiis covered in grape vines (von 

Baeyer, 1991, p. 31). Also during the Grey term, Lady Grey "Irad it i r m  co~ismrutory hriilt oit 

tlw s i f t  of flrr oiii 0111'" rutd "111511 Iierbrrc~*orrs bord~rs ,  fiI1r.d irlitlr irrrzswd c f  r i r i rp  of pmrtriiirli 

suri./irlly plrisrd for heiglrt rrird folitge, irwr plmted doi lg  t l tk  httildiirs' (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 

j l ) .  The removal of the cedar hedge from the southern edge of the upper terracr !vas done to 

open the view from the residence to the cricket lawn and trees. In place of the hedge, J terrace 

ivas instdied with steps leading dorvn to the areci below (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 31). Lady Crey 

was responsible for the addition of thousands of bulbs in 1906 and several lawn tubs containing 

various plants were located within the ornamental gardens. 

The period which "Iten~lded tire rrtost drizrtrntic chrrsrs  itr t h  Ridmrr H d l  lirridsc-lrpe 

siircr 111' hy.s of Lord Ilutr~-k" occurred with the arrivai of the Duke of Connaught (1  91 1 - 19 16) 

(von Baqer, 1991, p. 32). In 191 1, "tlre cedm h r d p  ~ z t  thr sortth side of t h  loïcw tmrucr wizs 

rurrrowd litrd rqducrd by 11 tinj ritri11 (fotrr f r ~ t  siif triches hi@, Id0 fit?! loirs). Szirri-i-in-tilirr 

storre zhrir:: led dorivi hrto the parklntid" (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 32). The terraced extension 

requested by the Duke of Connaught in 1915 rvouid expand the ornamental garden erea 

southwards down in to the lower parkland and was begun by the end of May (von Baeyer, 1991, 



p. 32). The "~Btrpli: stmiig desipi, 3cH) firt hy 272 f i ~ t  is described by Edwinna von Baeyer, as  

foIlows: 

The Connaught terrace gradua1 ly changed over the years end eventually by 1946 had 

" h t  tlrrir or~sirrid relrrtioiiship rclitlr t d r  ù i lr rr  " as, "tllia ioiwr tvrnrct*, i11111t-11 i î l i i i  I I I I I C I I ~ C L I  

frortl t h  iipptsr temrcr, rfo7i1 sttenrs, i i , i t /~ the lrdditiurr of thv pr?~tltorr, 11 ?ttrtr[l howfiirg Srwrr. 

poïiw i7rd5, m [ i  /wdsiug 011 t h  t w t  sitir, tu i ~ t ~  rrwrl!y t h  stlrtrt* ~it~rtvrrsious t i s  tlw rippv- o w * *  

(von Baeyer, 1991, pp. 32-33) (Figure 5.2). 

The ornamental gardens experienced a signifiant transformation during the Byng era 

between 1921-1926 (Figure 5.3). The abundance of flowcrs in the gardens within the tower 

terrace "rq~pnzrrd lrrs/i s i r d  hil lowt~is" was due to the influence of Lady h n g ,  an avid gardener 

(von Baeyer, 1991, p. 34). During the Byng terrn, Lady Byng requested that the cedar pergolas 

be removed from the lovver Connaught terrace and had: 

Edwinna von Baeyer describes the vanous changes that Lady Byng was responsible for in the 

Private Ornamental Gardens: 



r r p '  of tlrr lierbriseuris border - the iiriziir;tqs -riwr delplrirrirint~, Irollylror-ks, 

rtrdbrckiii, lisfers, poppirc. peoiiies, i i i d  i i  riryriad of otirrr pereicirid.i n11 d 

biertrrials " 

(1991, p. 36). 

5.4 Sub-Zones of the Private Ornamentai Gardens 

The other areas that have been identified as çub-zones i%fithin the private ornamental 

gardens are the upper terrace; kitchen garden; and the  lower tennis court. These zones are 

located within the Private Ornamental Gardens and are discussed separately, as the? are not 

included within the hiciin Terrace. 

5.4.1 The Upper Terrace 

The upper terroce (Figure 5.1 1)  has experienced severai additions over the ycars to 

meet the requirernen ts of the Goi.ernors Genersl, as i t is located nearest to the residence and is 

often used as the  more private area within the  ornamental gardens. The upper terrace 

remained bare of floiver beds ~ v i t h  the exeption of the hedge border until Lady Byng ffpllrtcfrd 

iip the rlpprr IOSULY * (-mu Btieyer, 1991, P. 28). Thr floïcwr bcds tlrnt rwnJ srcntrd oril tlrc iippcr 

ttTrriii-r iiirriir~ tlw Byig rni, trrtJ d twr ibn l  tir " l t  l l l r p ~  h i  wttr tlw ? t i u p r ~ - h  (îivisj ,filld ittl!lf 

iris"; and " f lmrr  horderc rtwr crit ~rlorits both i idzs of tlrv u p p r  t tprrmJ pith' (von Baeyer, 

1991, p. 34). 

The verandah thùt was added to the residence in  1666 as a sitting area located in the 

upper terrace ~ 3 s  a distance of "nine feet three inches" From the verandah floor and the lawn 

(von Baeyer, 1991, p. 28). The dimensions of the original verandah was "137 feet long, and 

extended around the circular front portion of the house by 1667" (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 26). In 

Edwinna von Biieyer's report, she describes the appeannce of the verandah: 



4 narrow Clower border was added at the turn of the century to the base of the 

verandah to help conceal the holes between the stone pillar supports (von Baeyer, 1991, p p  28- 

29). Although the verandah was removed by 1920, i t  was "piirtiizlly r y l r i c~d ,  for r z  fiw yrtirs, 

hi/ 11 siirall porclr biiilt irtto tlre c-orrm of tlre h l 1  hetweeir the porcli strrirs rlrzd tlrr Hall ". This 

porch "diurppmrc by tlrr t h e  of Viiîrtrrtt ,tltiz~y" (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 19). In Mark Laird's 

words: "The iiitrodrictiorr of the rose terrace r~iidrr tlir Sc1rrqer.s irr 1980 cru1 br znw irs tlrr f i i d  

.Another addition to the upper terrace kvas the white wooden balustrade, designed by 

Lord Alexander in 1949. The balustrades have 'loirs brerr L-oitiiirorr ~.onipuirerrts oir thr coirritnj 

t*stiztt*. Thty f i r ~ t  ~tpjwrzrtd 011 flw p-oiit ld~ of zril1~1~ d ~ i r i l i ~   th^' Ihrlitirr Rt*rr~~i.swtic-i>" (von 

Baeyer, 1991, p. 37). The balustrade was as a garden element on its own by the late 19th - 

earlv 20th centun8, and wcis traditionally carved out of stone or marble, and concrete and wood 

by the 19th and 20th centuries (von Baeyer, 1991, pp. 37-38). This balustrade "iirrry I imS 

repruserrtcd rrri rrttoq1t tù givr r r  w l z e  of i.dosirrt~ to tlrc top liliivt orti-r if h i  lusi, first, tlir 

5.4.2 The Kitchen Garden 

Thewhor_srslior -sliirppd" kitchen garden (Figure 5.1 2 )  is located behind the 

greenhouses in the vicinity of the former orchard near Rideau Cottage (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 42). 

It is evident as early ris 191 3, but may have been present earlier. 

(von Baever, 1991, p. 42). 

In E d w i ~ a  von Baeyer's report, she further states that: 

*By 1937 it h d  beerr triinsfonried iirto a kitc-irrir ptrdrrr. F r m  tlrr mideirc~ of 
oerirrl plrotogrqd1s, tlre Iayoirt ciluizgrs forrrt the l920.4. to the preserrt. 



Presently, this area has been transformed into a functioning kitchen garden, as i t  is 

being used to groa. various vegetebles for the consumption of the Covernor Ceneral. 

5.4.2 The LowerTennis Court 

The tivo tennis courts in the lor\*er ùrea of the Connought terrace rvere constructed in 

1928, during the Willingdon tenn. The tennis pavilion was constructed on the ivestem side of 

the tennis courts in 1929. The area ivas sepùrated fmm the lower garden terrece b!, a cedar 

hedge and as well, shrubs and herbaceous flotver borders replaced the cedar pergolas by 1931 

(von Baeyer. 1991, p. 37). Surrounding the tennis court knoll, floiver beds t+.ere laid out betivoen 

the pathways, but disappeiired by the late 1920s (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 37'). 

5.5 The Main Terrace 

The Main Terrace (Figures 5.13 and 5.14) consists of the 1)  lower terrace (Figure 5.15); 2) 

The Lady Byng Rockery (Figure 5.16); 3) the hlichener Rockery (Figure 5.17) within the private 

ornamental gardens. It might be described as cornplex in i t s  evolution. The private omùmentsl 

gardens are a part of the private domain of thc Covernor General. The significant additions to 

the gardens include the Connaught terraces (Figure 5-18), the Lady Byng Rock Garden, the 

tennis courts and pavilion, and hlrs. J1ichenervs Rockery. The continual al terations that heve 

occurredin the Main Terrace are the flower bed planting scheme, the rockries, and pergolas. 

The significance of the estate is described by Mark Laird, es having "irrrtiiy i l i . i t i i~~-t  -11 rirrs 

from mm) period t h t  l ime  proxd  qdre.plirrrimr1 rilther thoz Irzstiirg " (1991, p.93). The various 

noteworthv elements include the various parterres that heve been constructed; the numerous 



pergolas that have appeared; and depending on the era, the presence of herbaceous borders. As 

well, the addition of various styles of conservatories to the residence grea tly infiuenced the 

overd1 lavout of the JIain Terrace (Figures 5.13 and 5.14). 

The additions of the Ladv - Bvng - Rockerv (Figure 5.16) on the east side of the Main 

Ternce (1923-26; and replanted in 1955 and 1963); and hlrs. hlicheneis Rockery (Figure 5.17) on 

the west side (1968-71) replaced former slopes of lawn (Laird, 1991, p. 115). The wall and 

terrace created hv Connaught !!CU ?-!hf consists of grnssed n!ots t ~:i!h 2 ~C:Y of rnaplcs and ),as 

been more staightforward (Laird, 1991, p. 115). The area around the original tennis courts, also 

knobvn a s  the "Boridirrg Grrrir Hill", "liiri i c ~ i t i i i ~ s d  11 ~nairrril tn~rr.ifonrtr~tioir: frosi tlrr 

p r r  r i  p i i i r t v ~ r  of t e  i i r f h  I ~ I J ,  f i  adrdi thr hozidiii~ ~ r w r t  iutry 

Irmr hreii laated, tu tlrz iriirni iirfonrrirl grorrp of trrrz mrii .ilrrrrh:: of tliz prrwii " ( Laird, 199 1, 

p. 115). Over the years, as hlark Laird notes, "...tIrrrtr Itizc beeir 11 ïoirsttrnt wrrclr /or em-loiirrt*. 

I I I  thi* ~ r r l i ~ s t  pr iod  , fiorri tlrt, IdtîOi tu 197 7 ,  t l r ~  tlrrri?! of tliri' s\iiri-~ il ' i iS  1 1 1 0 1 1 ~  thr ~i~st-iî>tJst 

i l  I f  7ivr.s rio1 il y~ t~mrtr i~ . td  hiyoii l ,  biif the &sipl f i l /o?i~d ow ttlrlllt dir~ctioir. tytP I('tJs 

;;rrid~ii iy tw- los t~r~:  tlw L*tdiir 11cdst9 L ~ I I ~  trws of tht* iu!~ t~rrtlt-r irriii tItt* ~-tdrw I t d p  ~rttd 

bordm of tlre l o n w  t m c e .  (Laird, 1991, p. 93). 

The l iain Terrace has been more ornritelv embellished than other areils within the 

Private Ornamen ta1 Gardens. As previously discussed, during Lord Alonck's era (1 864-68) the 

beds had been fonned into shapes such as stars, fleur de lys, and maltese crosses. From the 

periods of Lord Dufferin (1872-78) and Lord Lorne (lS78-63) these beds "ii~rtp ~ a t i w r t n i  ititt~ ir 

r~rori* ~~~~~~~~~~~~~lit ptlrtivrr of iir terfockirrg i i r ~ l i * ~ .  Brdifiri,q t irtri  cdi iwrz tfotrrirtttii t " (Laird, 

1991, p. 115). Between 1693 and 1896 in the time of Aberdeen "the prrrt~rre lrrrd brrir rr~rrowd 

birt liir,qr bnirrc srrmiwd to tlrr ridpiW (Laird, 1991, p. 115). Perhiips both Lady llinto (1898- 

1904) and Lady Grey (1961-1921) were the most knowledgeable and avid gardeners, as  they 

improved the Oower beds with an abundance of fiowers during the " r r p ?  of rtbsrrrpvrcr for ilrc 

Irerbnreoirs border' (Laird, 1991, p. 115). Lady Byng wes also another influential peoon in the 

irnprovements to the lower terrace, as she corn bined the pergola wi t h "slrirtptiroui. hordrri, rua. 

of ipeciirrrri shrtrbs uird cz ceiitrul rrllrr of nrilples" that surviveci u p  until 1942 (Laird, 1991, p. 

115). The pergola wns a popular garden element in the lower ternce that had appeared prior 

to Lady Byngand was present up  until the 1920's. Slost importantly, the Iayout of the flower 

borders in the lower terrace was established prior to 1940 in the "pitttrnr tlrit i.r ctill rrtrtiired 

to this h y  " (Laird, 1991, p. 1 15). 



The decision of the D u k  of Connaught "to rrnlipi the grrrdrii by rr woridnnj rzxii tu tlrr 

~oi,tli, t h  smse  of r ~ ~ ~ l o s r ~ r r  wtrs itttered" (Laird, 1991, p. 93). As well, the expansion of the 

ornamental gardens to the south brought an interesting perspective from the previous emphasis 

on the east-west axis of the gardens. The pergolas that were present from about 191 1 until the 

1920s "offrreil ir i ~ i t s r  of rrircloirirr witlioirt hlockiiig tlw tixis dorivr tlrr iirri~ t t m r r e s " ( L a i r d ,  

1991. p. 93). This need to define the lower terrace with gorden elernents: initielly plant 

material. and later the pergola, the vertical elernents provided a sense of enclosure end yuided 

the viewq within the gardens. 

5.5.1 The Lower Terrace 

The lower terrace has experienced perhaps the most dramatic changes over the vean. 

as i-arious Covernors Ceneral influenced the patterning of the lawn u\.iih geometric shilpes and 

flower beds. At one point, the lower terrace "arts wiyrd ~-1cir~r uf its ;~rtrit-trte ~707iv8r b d s ,  

prrlriip tu twr-otrnt~r thi. pprrlirr Siorir of 1-ruqrrrt * (von Baever, 1991, p. 29). The gratreled 

paths were also altered, depending on the period (von Baeyer, 1991. p. 26). Later on, the 

ernphasis was placed on developing and planting the flower borders on the southern portion 

with lush herbaceous material. As the fiower borders eupanded from the early 1900s to the 

1920s. "its rirtrifrg t h  trrrti of Ltdy Grty, it ~ictrrirduil, rtt 11 riglrt tritslt. /rom t h  sirriil f lu~iw- 

border, nlorrg the nrstrnt e d p  tonwrd thr coirservnton~" (von Baeyer. 1991. p. 36). This design 

of the lower terrece is evident today . Ovenll, the mid-Victorian Iayout of the lorver terrace 

was "less orrwte thmi those foirrrd ori cornpimblu Britislt rstrrir sardeirs" (von Baever, 1991, p. 

26) 

5.5.3 The Lady Byng Rock Garden 

The Lady Byng Rock Garden is described as the "musi si~tiificiirrt ildditioti to tkr 

orrir~r~nerihrl px%w ... ~-or i i~ t r i i~ - t~~ i  tzt t h  mritlwr~t tvid cf t k  loî iw t~rrrlct~ bordrr~iig t h  

bïidiirg grrrir Irill' (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 34). The installation of the rock garden was begun in 

June 1923 and was completed within three years. 

The rock garden was originally a common component in fashionable gardens in Englend 

in the mid 1800s - eventually made its way to Canada. The rock parden kvas used "to ilion> off 

ttlpi~tec utrd other d~iwrf  p L t i ~ t ~  discuuered btj m i d  ltttc 19th crirtiinj p h t  lrriiitrrs" (von 

Baeyer, 1991, p. 35). In Canada, the rock garden initially rippeared on country estetes, " i ~ ~ l i ~ r i *  

corzsidernblr spnce codd  be deuoted to n British-style rock garderr" (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 35). 



The art in creating a successful rock garden was using the plant material in the design to 

>ppear ris if tlioï lmd ulrisys beeu iir plme" (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 35). This rock garden was 

small in cornparison to the ones found in large c o u n t ~  estates. The distinctive features of the 

Lady Byng Rock Garden, perhaps, is the "s~rudl decorirtimp pool" and the ' ' z i sxg  pnth ", as 

ive11 as  the Stone seat located in the center of the garden (von Baever, 1991, p. 36). The palette 

of plant material collected from Engiand and Canada was diverse and consisted of the 

foollowing: Cloud-blue delphiniums; Rose Daphne; Rock Iris; Azalea; Campanulas; pink and 

white Phlox: Dianthus: Pink Tatarian Honevsuckle: Shirley Poppies: Ajuga: and Aubretia.. to 

name a few (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 36). in the area called 'the wild corner' were various plants 

that Lady Byng had gathered in Canada "oit krr triiiiccoic t i~inrtal joirrrirjs " (von Baeyer, 1991, 

p. 36). The Lady Byng rock garden was considered very srnall in size by her standards, as she: 

5.5.3 The Michenefs Rockery 

The rock garden known as Xlichener's Rockerv was installed in 1968 "orr tlit* 

zrnbirirkirreirt below the bdrrstrude, fiacitig, nrrosa tlrr lorwr terrim. t h  Byrg rockeym (von 

Baeyer, 1991, p. 38). The original rock garden, designed bv the Irindscape nrchitect, Emil van 

der Meulen, consisted of "hrrg~ lirnectoite borrlders, twrgreeri plnrrtirrp, m d  hiru srmll pools 

iiiwrted iir 1970) ~(ttr(' ilrclilded irr this hzstdtirtiorr" (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 36). The rock garden 

was planted with the following perennials in 1971: * berseuiir, comntolt thrift, sont1 hcllz, 

~-rryii~r,y h h j  's hrerrtlt, dwnrf iris ' Burgtr~idy Bride, ' diiwrf .\ ficltnel ,nias L i y  '.\ furjorr~ ' m d  ' 

Royd Opnl', moss phlox 'lirtetisify,' arid un orrlamerrtd S r a s  * (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 38). 
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Chapter Six 
ENVIRONMENT 



6.1 Regional Planning Initiatives 

Over the years regional planning initiatives have focused on the National Capital. 

The predominant themes and objectives of the following plans have become rvell established. 

These reports have focused on the Parliamentary precinct and "thr tzifviirrtqr ~izkrrr of t h  

rrlltted phys i~*~~ l  s i t t i r i ~  -- lriird, i-iori trird i ?qr t i~ t i o~ i  ., (Kational Capital Commission, p. 2). 

The opening and dissolution of Parliament, "rilitlr tlrrir ~issociatrd omtk-mirs uiid driz~es 

bpt717pp,r ~lir/iiltjzprrt Hi11 trird ~ U L J ~ ~ I I  Httll ~ O I Z , ~  t/rr ',\iih of Historlj* ly t h  G m r r w r  G m w d  

utrd tlzr Pri~irr hlirristrr" are two of the most significant and oldest ceremonies in the history of 

Ottaiva (du Toit .Associates, 1963, p. 4). The other significant ceremony thai occurs in Ottarva is 

the official state visits that commence at the Ottawa International Xirport and "prorurd by 

riiotorc-lrdt* iiluits t h  .4iqiort Plzrlilirry to Colonrl Bi/ Driw mrd tlim risrirrfly iiloirp Srrsst*.r PDrii,r 

to fhr Gowrrrur Geirrrrri ' s  residrrrce, ildime rl~rotlrrr iidcotitillg i-tJrertroiry t r k n r ;  pluce * ( d  u Toit 

.4ssocirites, 1963, p. 4). 

The theme of studies on cerernonial routes have spanned over the years. The various 

studies varv in the design details included in the reports, although " 1 ~ 1 1  clroru LJ ;cviti*rrr 

trrmiii rrc rrt the iri trrsrctiori of Wellitr~toir witlr u proposed bridgt' utwr I'ictoriu Isli~rrd " (d u 

Toit ;\ssociates. 1963, p. 9). As the Va tional Co yital is i l  lmijor irttrtrt-troir for 1m-p' irtrrirhtfirs of 

toirrists fioiir C u t w h ,  us 7 1 ~ 1 1  us frottr tht* Uir i t~d  Stirtes umi otlirr C-otrtttries" (du Toit 

Associates, 1963, p. 7). great effort has been plriced on the Ceremonial Route. 

The first plan for the Nation's Capital was the Todd Report in 1905. "rdriclr urrtlitted 

thip i1ir/1ortirrr(-r o f  prrct;sr tirivri, bottlmtirdo iiirii prk;irrys * (National Capital Commission, 

p. 2) and the subsequent studies and master plans that followed the Todd Report have 

eiaborated on this theme. The recurring concept of these studies is t h e "tli~i,rr~tii iiistiiri-truii 

het~werz ' T m m  turd Crowr ' - 12 clmr putter11 O/ 'Cronw ' Nrstitriti~rrs urzd lm&-~rpi~rs s r r m o r ~ ~ r d i ~ ~ ~  

the river. n?hiclr iir trint 1.s srirrotrridrd hy tlrr 'Tmvi  ' [du Toit ~ s soc i a  tes, 1983. p. 9). 

6.1.2 The Todd Report, 1905 

The Todd Report is the first study ' t o  clnrrly sddri*i.i tlrr iwlrrr~ irltd I I  of 

est~rhlilritg ti*lrnt is todny the '.\.file of Histonj " (du  Toit Assochtes, 1963, p. 9). This drive is 

the main traditional cerernoniûl route from Rideau Hall, the Covernor Cenerd's residence. to 

Parliament Hill. The significance of the "~Clilu of Histonj' is that i t  "izrcoin~rrod~~tes tlir 

Govmtor Grrrîml's proceasioir ta Pmli~onetit, as ~ipell 1r.c rnutry otlrrr crrnnotrirs, <riid i )Lzrrkrd 

by rtzurzy berzirtifirl utzd Iiistoric briildiup' (National Capital Commission, p. 3) 



6.1.3 The Holt Commission Plan, 191 5 

The Holt Commission Plan of 1915 (Figure 6.l)focused on the creation of a federal 

district that cvould oversee the planning of the national capital region. The primory efforts 

were concentrated on Parliament Hill and this plan was "the Frst to rrrrcircratr t h  trrntiirnrt o f  

1 1 1 r 1 i  S r  1 s  1 - * r o ~ r i r l  r o t ,  t i i - t  I I  I O  Hrr l l"  (du Toit 

Associates, 1963, p. 9). The Holt Commission Plan also emphasized the concept of "extending 

the core of the Capital to both sides of the river'' (National Capital Commission, p. 3). 

6.1.4 The Cauchon Report, 19251928 

The redevelopment plan by Nolan Cauchon focused primarily on Confederation Place, 

presently Confederation Square. The Cauchon Report included a plan (Figure 6.2)that Kas 

i r i i  t r d  r i  r d  t r u  t h  i l  i i r  t h  h i  uf 

Pirrfitrrirerrt Hi l l  " (Zvonar, 1986, p. 72). 

6 . 5  The Gréber Plan, 1938- 1950 

The plan initially proposed for the Sational Capital District by jacques Créber in 1938 

suggested improvements to the Ottawa region and in 1950 (Figures 0.3 and 4-41 was revised to 

incorporate a comprehensive planning scheme for the cities of Ottawa and Hull. Since the 

implementation of the Crêber Plan, following the Second \Vorld \Var, the orientation of sorne 

residential neighbourhoods within the ciîy of Ottawa have changed drametically, such as 

New Edinburgh (French, 1995, p. 17). In on attempt to improve the visuai quality of the 

industrialized city, the identity of this neighbourhood was chonged when the milling 

operations had ceased operation at Rideau Falls and "tilt* unc Ottmn City Hdl a b r i  ~iirdcr 

cotistrrrctioi~ oir Crrtpir Islriird niid the NCC Iwd perchzsluurd d l  lmrds trlurig Çtrsw-x D r t r v  (French, 

1995, p. 17). 

6.1.6 Ottawa Central Area Study, 1969 

The Ottawa Central Ares Study (Figure 6.5) recommended that Parliament Hill, the 

Canadian seat of govemment be protected and its stature enhanced in the following approaches 

(brised on the OCAP): 



of the dostiimit strtictitre of t lv  sonrpfr.r -  th^  CL> Tu~ivr -- hj inititrthrirrg 

its lteight domiiznricc iit tlie C~ti tni l  .4renU 

Zvonar, 1986.p. 75 

6.1.7 The National Capital Core Area Plan, 1971 

This report's central focus " s t r ~ r i d  tlir imp~rtnirct~ of liirkiirg 'Ottniiw ti~rd 

Hirfl ... by ... rotids, pedt*shinti uwlhînrys, ptrblic trutisportutio~r furilities ... ' f i a  tional Capi ta1 

Commission, p. 13) (Figure 6.6). The objective was to create a sy mbolic " 'Lt~rrt~ioitriil R i q '  ", ai 

if 7iw5 rcfcrr~d to ut t h  timr of this report, uiid lrrtrr ' 'Boirlmrrd Cmrirhi* " ( d u  Toit 

Associa tes, 1983, p. 10). 

B. 1 .S The Ceremonial Routes Study: 1983 

This urban design study was commissioned by the National Capital Commission and 

prepared by du Toit Associates of Ottawa. It examined the ceremoniaf linkage of Ottawa and 

Hull, and esplained the opportunities and constraints along the route. The areas along the 

ceremonial route that rvere included in the discussion of how the! were affected are: Susses/ 

St. Patrick Node; Susses Drive; hflackenzie Street; and the SI. Patrick Escarprnent (Zvonar, 

1988, p. 77). 

6.2 Buiit Context 

Rideau Hall is situated at the terminus of Confederation Boulevard route adjacent to 

the Village of Rockcliffe Park. The close proximity to the Prime Minister's residence and the 

signifiant connection to the downtown core of Otta~\+a, ris well as Confederation Boulevard's 

linkage to other important sites: Parliament Hill, City Hall. etc. the increased importance of 

the front gaies at Rideau Hall necessitates that the residence be kept cared for as i t  is also a 

heritage landmark and destination. 

6.2.I Confedera tion Boulevard 

The symbolic route that links the two founding cultures in Canada via a national 

linkage was first proposed in 1988. Confederation Boulevard also includes both hlackenzie 

Avenueand Sussex Drive. This ceremonial mute acts as the physical means of connecting the 

nationally significant sites rvith one another. Rideau Hall is the node that acts both as a 

terminus of the Boulevard and a beginning to the Govemor Generals estate. Presently, "forrigit 

dipi t i ir irs  irrr rl~elco~rird o ~ i  tirrivirl ~ r t  Ottauw Iirhrirntio?id Airport. T l r q  proreed 6y 



elotorcade tdortg the Airport Pnrhrry to Colorrel f 3  Drive m d  the11 i ls  iciilly al otig Sussex Driue 

tu the Goveriior Geizernf 's residence, where airother u?elcomirzg cerentoity tnkea place " (du Toit, 

p. 1, 1983). The two objectives of the Ceremonial Routes are: "to frrlfill tlrr p o t ~ ~ r t i d  of tlir 

ru irtec rdiich are 121 ready ilsed for uinjor cmerioir ies, uiid to eiicoir mgr the p e r c q h m  of 11 

soiiibiited Ot tms l /  H 1111 corr sr tlir Ntztioiinl Clzpitirl .4rrir, foorzrd izrorr J I  d the Ut t t~7 i~1  R i x r  " 

(du Toit Associates, 1983, p. ii). 

6 .22  Parliament Hi11 

Rrliament Hill is comprised of three main structures: the East Block, the West Block 

and the Centre Block which are "sitiinted oii tr  ~trujestic blirfl oz~rrloohig the Ottiiruir Riarrw 

(Zvonar, 1988, p. 89) (Figure 6.6). The site of the Parliament buildings was selected in 1857 and 

the original Centre Block, " s m ~ e s  '15 the srttiris for tlrr Jrirutr urid tlrr Horrir of Cot~ituoiis* 

(Zvonar, 1988, p. 91) was completed in 1866 by the architects, Fuller and Jones, but was 

destroved b17 firein 1916, with the exception of the Library. It  was rebuilt in the IWOs in the 

"ireo-Gotliic stylr" and the new Peace Tower was completed in 1927 (Zvonar, 1988, p. 91). The 

function of the Peace Tower is threefold: i t  houses a mernorial chamber for the war dead; it 

serves as a viewing gallery for the public; and a carillon is sounded at certain times of the day 

here (Zvoniir, 1986, p. 91). 

6.2.3 Prime Minister's Residence - 24 Susses Drive 

The Prime Minister of Canada's residence (Figure 6.91, known as 24 Sussex Drive in 

Ottawa, was built between 1866 and 1868 by Joseph M e d  Currier, a lumber baron and member 

of the fint dominion Parliament and was subsequently acquired by the Government of Canada 

in 1943. Between 19.19 and 1951, the house was remodeled to serve as the official residence of 

the Prime Illinister. 

6.4 Seven Rideau Gate - The Officiai Guest House of the Canadian 

Government 

Seven Rideau Gate is the official guest house for the fedenl government (Figure 6.10). 

I t  sits at the eastern end of the forecourt to Rideau Hall. The estate is nestIed between the 

Costa Ricen Embassy to the east and the South African Embassy to the West. Seven Rideau 

Gate was built in 1861-1862 for Henry Osgoode Burritt, the owner of the Rideau Falls Milling 

Company. In 1966, the Canadian Covernment purchased Seven Rideau Gate for the purpose of 

an official guest house. 



6 2 . 5  Storno~vav - The Official Residence of the Leader of the Opposition 

The residence is situated within The Village of Rockcliffe Park and is a property 

perceived by the public to have political and historic significance, as is the home of the Leader 

of the Opposition and his family while in Ottawa (Figure 6.11). Stornoway is also the setting 

for political and charitable functions sponsored by the Leader of the Opposition !Baker 

Salmona .Associates Limi ted). 

6.2.6 Earnscliffe - The Residence of High Commissioners for the Lnited 

Kingdorn in Canada. 

Earnscliffe is known as the residence of the British High Commissioners in Canada, is 

located on the south bûnk of the Ottawa River (Figure 6.18). The residence became famous as i t  

the house in ivhich Sir John A. Jlacdonald, the first Prime klinister of Canada, liimed in for 

several years before his deûth in 1891. Earnscliffe has been the residence of the British High 

Commissioners in  Ottaiva since 1930. ln 1838, Thomas JlacKay had acquired land on the 

western side of the Rideau River, opposite to his settlement of New Edinburgh. Earnscliffe was 

built on an acre of land - e plot bounded by hlcKay Street, Dalhousie Street and the Ottawa 

River, by h1acKay.s son-in-law, john MacKinnon. The actual date of the construction of 

Earnscliffe i s  not known, although i t  assumed that the building of the Victoriûn grep stone 

house took place between 1855 and T657. In 1866, Thomas Coltrin Keefer purchased Earnscliffe 

and in 1866, sold it to Thomas Reynolds. 

6.2.7 Village of Rockcliffe Park 

The Village of Rockcliffe Park is a separate municipality irom the Cih. of Ottaiva. 

This area is a mixture of private, federal or official residences, and foreign owned properties 

(French, 1995, p. 7 )  (Figure 6.14). The village is knoirm for i ts large estate properties and its 

rural setting.. The Village of Rockcliffe Park is noted for its many embassies and official 

residences (French, 1995, p. 18). The prestigious setting and character of the area is in part 

influenced by its proxirnity of Rideau Hall and 24 Susses, which have "rlttnrctrd o t h r  

p l i t i d  tirrd uf j~ - r i i l  firm-tioits rt~rd i r m  " (French, 1995, p. 18). 

6.2.8 The Emba- Residences within the Village of Rockcliffe Park 

n e r e  are perhaps more than 15 embassies within the Village of Rockcliffe Park 

presently. The abundance of embassies within this area is partly due to the proxirnity to the 

ci& core, the ceremonial route, and the properties are graced with large, beautiful trees 

(Figures 6.15, 6.16, 4-17). 



6.2.9 New Edinburgh 

New Edinburgh is within the lirnits of the City of Ottawa is comprised of rnainly 

private residential properties, and is generally considered to be of a higher densi- type of 

residential area (Figure 6.13). It  is to located to the sou th and east of Rideau Hall. Following 

1950 when the rnilling activities ceased, "the iiidrrstritil soiti?dex tlrrlt Nr71~ Edilibirrgli 

ideu tified rtitli, iirdrrdiiig the ruiltiuiy t i f  id strert cars, riwe ulso demol isked" (French, 1995, p. 

17). This change greatly affected New Edinburgh, as the community evolved when * t b ~  

groruiitg civil smvice begati to prrrchse lromrs iri NLW Ediribrirgli or builil irr tlir iietdy 

iimlzoped r-urntniril i ty of Liridriilnl to thi* soir tir, behiteeii R idm rr Hiil1 mid B e d w o o d  .4 ;?tir iw " 

(French, 1995, p. 17). 

6.3 Natural Conditions 

The boundaries of Rideau Hall including the Village of Rockcliffe Park, and New 

Edinburgh do not follow the boundaries of Thomas Xlackay's original property, but they do 

account for the majority of this land area (French, 1995, p.6). Up until the early 1600s. the area 

çurrounding Rideau Hall was "irrtrrlifimf forest iiddrrtrrss" where "lr~nidir-  .-U~o~iqriirr t r i b ~ s  

travnsed t l i ~  rtrm ou troils tlint rt~oirird tltrorrgli the dense forest " (von Baeyer and Muiligan, 

1996, p. 1). The Ottawa River served as a main watenvay that "/orinni ri fil~id 'higirnwtj' fioin 

the ..\tla~ztk Ocrmr to the R o c 4  Morrtituiitc" (von Baever and htulligan, 1996, p. 1). 

0.3.1 Il.! i cro-cl i ma te 

The Ottawa region lies within a temperate climate that is characterized by cold 

ivinten, hot summers and a high humidity. The prevailing winter winds are from the 

northwest and are strong enough to cause discom fort to the pedestrian i f  a windbreak is absent. 

During the winter months the region experiences a heavy snowfall, as i t  is located wi thin the 

Ottawa Valley. The winds d u h g  the winter are from easterly direction and are somewhat 

less severe, although the? are often accompanied by snow. The Rideau Hall estate grounds are 

not open to visitors during the winter months, and the Private Ornamental Gardens are viewed 

only by the Govemors General and guests, a s  well as staff. 

6.32 Ceomorp hology 

The National Capital Region is distinctly divided bv the Ottawa River, as the 

'Qrrebec side tu the tiortli k typified 6y the Guti~temr Hilis of tlrr Lzirre~rtimi rrrirgr ridiose pre- 



Cmnbriior Irigklutids 11re slimxcterizrd by riîgged hills m d  precipitorrs dopes" (Zvonar, 1988, 

p. 98). In contrast, the Ontario side is marked by "geiltfy triidrrfntitig lori?lala,tds t h o s e  deep 

glnciul soifs sirpport primr fitririlaird; thu srdirnr~i tory mck is  sorzpri.crd of ~ i t d s t o i t r ,  

littzestorre, dolonziir itr~d d d e '  (Zvonar, 1988, p. 98). Surrounding Rideau Hall, the 

sedimentary rock is comprised of Iimestone. 

6.3.3 Hydrology 

The Ottawa River to the north and the Rideau River are the two main natural 

waterways within close proximity to the Rideau Hall estate. The Ottawa River is the "irrujor 

rmtcnirzy itr tltr Mitioml C4iprt~rl Rqioir iirto rid,i~*li id1 otlrrr tribi,trrri~*s flozo" (Zvonar, 

1988, p. 101). The flow of the Ottawa River runs west to easi and is dotted with rapids along 

the way, such as the Déschênes Rapids and the Iargest, the Chaudière Falls. The north- 

flowing Rideau River, "enters the Ottawa as ci magnificent sixteen metre height twin 

waterfall called the Rideau Falls" (Zvonar, 1988, p, 101). 

Designed water features within the Private Ornamental Gardens consist of two ponds: 

one located in the Lady 8vng Rock Garden and one in the Michener Rockery . Previously, there 

was a second pond in the Michener Rockery, but it  has been removed (date unknown). The 

primary source of water is provided by en imgotion system throughout the forma1 garden erea. 

6.3.4 Vege ta t ion 

The indigenous vegetation in the area of the Ottawa River watershed "mrï tuwrrd F v  

rdiiie und red p ima (Legget, 1975, pp. 100-102). The native cover of the sugûr bush area is the 

1 s t  vestige at Rideau Hall and is similar to that of  the steep river bank nearby. This 

vegetation is predominantly oak, elm, ash and Sugar klaple. These species grows in 2lriir. dry 

soif o t w  l iarrs~o~te  brdrock uird iirclndrc 11 .cirtlrU itntid of Uttckbrrry m t i  i l i i s p : :  of W i i t r  

Cedarff and there are a few unusual exotic species "that have becorne established in clearings 

and along the edge of these woods" (Brunton, 19M, p. 167). 



6.1 REGIONAL PLANNING NITIATTVES 

Figure 6.1: The Holt Commission Plan, 1915 

(Source: Tne NLzfiom1 Caaitnl Core Area by du Toit Associates Ltd., 
prepured /or the Nntwml Gzpital Commission) 

Figure 6.2: The Cauchon Plan, 1928 

(Source: The Nationai Cqital Core Area by du Toit .4ssoMfes Ltd., 
p'qmrrd @ the Nationai Capital Commission 



Figure 6.3: The Gréber Plan, 1938 

(Source: The National Crmital Core Area 6y  du Toit Associates Lfd., 
prrpmed for the National Crpital Commission) 

Figure 6.4: The Gdber PIan, 2950 

(Source: The Nntioruzl CaDitizl Cme Area by du Toit Associates Ltd., 
prepurcd for the National CPpitai Commission 



6.1 'REGIONAL PLANNING INKLATIVES 

Figure 6.5: The Ottawa Centrai Area Plan, 1969 

(Source: The National Cnpital Cire Arrn by du Toit Assocriztes Ltd., 
prepated fir the National Gzpital Commission) 

F i p  6.6: The Core Area Plan, 197î 

(Sozircc T ~ P  N n t i o ~ l  CavitaZ Cure Aren by du Toit Associates Ltd,, 
prepmcd fir the National Wital Commission 





Photographs of the Built Context 

Rideau Hall - The Residence of the Governors Ceneral of Canada. 

Photograph 2 
6.9 
Parliament Hill. 



Photographs of the Built Context 

Ph O tograph 3 
a. I u The Prime hl inister's Residence - 24 Susse\ Drive. 

P h  togruph 4 
Çeven Rideau Gate - The Official Guest House ot the Canadian Governrnent. 



6.0 Photographs of the Built Context 

Photogrriph 5 
a. IL Stornowav - The Residence ot the Leader of the Opposition. 
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6.0 Photognphs of the Built Contest 

Photograph 7 
Sew Edinburgh. 

Photograph 8 
Villriee of Rockciiffe Park- 



6.0 Photographs of the Built Context 

Photograph 9 
a. 16 Çouth African High Commission. 



6.0 Photographs of the Built Contert 

Photograph 9 
~ - 1 s  Embassy of France. 

Photograph 10 
6.19 Enmscliffe - The British High Commission 



Chapter Seven 
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MAIN TERRACE 



7.0 CH.ARi\CIERISTICS OF THE M.Aihr TERRACE 

The Rideau Hall grounds are characterized by vast open expanses of green in the 

parkland and the mature trees in the entrance area create a beautiful setting for the vice-regal 

residence. The formal gardens reveal an extraordinary display of plant meterial withln t h e  

beds of the lower terrace that are bounded on the east and rvest by rock gardens. The quietness 

of the grounds is rernrirkùble, as the sound of the traffic nearby is buffered by the many trees 

that surround the property. 

The nurnberof variables affects the emotions and perceptions of the viewer. Lighting 

will earv, as the light will be more intense during the middle of the day in comparison to the 

morning o r  at dusk. Another important variable is the month and season. For eumple ,  the 

space will appear verv different in the summer months wlien tlie flotver beds are in bloom and 

the trees are in full leaf than in the spring or  fall. The space again will appear differently to 

the observer in the \vinter months when the garden is enveloped by snorv cover. The emotions 

mùv varv from a sense of awe or harmony; con tentedness or oh; or convenely, more negative 

emotions caused by colours of the annuais t hat may be unappealing to some which cause teelings 

of stress and disjointedness. 

The discussion of spatial quali ties by Kevin Lynch in T h  111rqc of tlir City, focuses on 

cities specificallv, aithough the main points of visual quality andWlcg ih i l i t y  * may be applied 

io other si tes as welI. He discusses hoiv an environment ma- be " ï ~ i c ~ i ~ i l l y  ~ n z s p e d  r/s i r  rdc~trii 

pirttrrir of rec-gtrixblr synrhols " in terms of observa tion and analysis (Lynch, 1990, p.3). Lvnch 

delines t his es the follocving: "s t r r t~ - t i i r iq  [ttrd 11itwt<fyiq t k  r ~ t ~ i r o w w ~ ~  t (5 ï i t d  tib i l  i t ll 

urizooirg d l  mobilr rririi~urls. hlmiy kiirds of r-ries un rtsrd: tlic oisrul snrsutiori': of iolor, h y c ,  

imtroti, or pohrixtioit of l&$t, as i w l f  rzs utlter s twes  S I I L - I r  (15 ~ t r l I ,  ~111116, t ~ t i i l t ,  ki i î t>~tl l i*~iri ,  

setrsr of g r m i t y ,  nmf prrlrqw of rlrctNi or mupiz f i c  firlds ' (1991, p.3). Lynch emphasizes 

that the space 1s not e thing in itself, but the perception of its inhabitants. 

7.1 Views 

The views into the hhin Terrace from irarious 1oc;itions throughout the Priva te 

Ornamental Gardens offer a number of visual pictures to the vis1 tor (Figure 7.1 ). The visual 

analysis of the Main Terrace focuses on the views and vistas into the Xhin Terrace from various 

vantage points, as well as the views and vistas h m  within the Main Terrace to the upper 

terrace and other ereas within the Private Ornamental Gardens (these views inciude 

photographic esamples that follow the written test). The views that are discussed in this 



section have been taken within the sumrner months during the middle of the afternoon. The 

visual analysis will assist in determining which views should be screened in certain areas and 

re-opened in other areas. 

The views within the XIain Terrace reveal various qualifies to the observer (Figure 

7.2). These views illustrate the visual impact that the hlain Terrace has on the visitor. In the 

Co~tsrn~ritio~r Stirriy of tlir Ridrirrr Hull Lïiidssrtlv , hlark Laird has documented an assessrnent 

of the visual components of the site. including "o ims  iipithi~i aird ruitboirt " (1991, p. 85). 

The perception of the Xlain Terrace is different depending on the position of the 

observer within the space. From the upper ternce looking down to the lower ierrace (View A) 

the observer is surrounded bv a formal space created bv the balustrade and semi-circular rose 

bed. The psychological feeling is one of formality when viewing the Main Terrace from this 

position. Conversely, the observer standing in the Lady Byng Rock Garden is surrounded by 

large informal plantings that surround the rock garden giving a perception of informality when 

viewing the lower terrace (View B). From entering the garden near the Palrn House tView C) 

the observer would have another perspective and feeling of the lower terrace, as the 

background of the residence appears as a focal point with iis strong architectural features 

directly behind the upper terrace. The gardens of the lower ternce become the colourful 

foreground to the observer (Figures 7.5. 7.6, 7.7,T.S. 7.9,7. 10, 7.1 1, 7.12). 

7.1.2 Views t'rom the Main Terrace 

The views from the hlain Terrace to other areas within the Private Ornamental 

Cardens Vary depending on where the observer is positioned (Figure 7.3). To the observer the 

view from the center of the lower terrace toward the Xfichener Rockev (Vieiv E) is more forma 

due to the undulating planting of the rock garden in the foreground and the balustrade and 

resîdence in the background. In contrast, the view of the Ladv Byng Rock Garden (Vieiv 0, from 

this point appears informai with the combination of plant material in the rock garden in the 

foregound and the informal mass of trees and shrubs in the background. If the observer is 

standing in the center of the lower terrace and looking toward the greenhouse (View G), or 

south toward the croquet lawn (View H). the overall perception of the Alain Terroce to the 

observer will be quite different. The view of the lower terrace toward the greenhouse (View G) 

is ended by the hard edge of this structure and lacks a central focal point. The south view 

toward the croquet lawn from the lower terrace (View H) is much more open in appearance, as 



the viewer is looking from a higher elevation toward the espanse of lawn below. This view 

may appear more positive to the viewer, as i t  is fnmed by the south bed of the lower terrace 

and the plantings dong  the top of the Comaught \VaIl. The layout of the Xlain Terrace needs 

to take into consideration these two distinct points of observation that reveal opposing 

perceptions to the observer (Figures 7.13, 7.14, 7.15. 7.16, 7.17, 7.1S, 7.19, 7.20). 

7.2 Enclosure 

There has been a long tradition of creating a sense of enclosure within the priva te 

ornamental gardens, whether i t  is by the various pergolas that previously graced the lower 

, terrace area. or bv planting trees d o n g  the central o\is of the lower terrace. The present 

enclosure within the Main Terrace is provided by the canopies of the trees during the summer 

mont hs. 

- , 2 1  Summer Enclosure - SIrijor Trees 

The trees thai surround the Lady Byng Rock Garden and those located along the 

Slichener Rockerv, also create a sense of enclosure. As well, the row of maple trees southward 

from the Connaught wall create a sense of formality by framing the views to this area and the 

croquet lawn below The views of the gardens of the lower terrace lhrough the globe cedars 

create a sense of formal enclosure to the observer. 

7.2.2 FenQng 

Previously, in Lord Monck's penod of residence, ' 1 1  rirstic frticr rttl-fusrd tlir ~ i i r d t w i  

frutti tlw i imt ,  b itt tliic ~ t r i ~ s t  h m t ~  b w r  r ~ w i o w d  utth t h  cotist rut-tmi of the t m t  rwvt m 1 Gb-S .  

hr tlir lute ~ii~ietrrtrtli cmtitry tlir grrrdr/is i r p p r  tu I imr hrrtr ~ttrlo.çrd on tlrr nrst sidr by ii 

p t  w t i  rnil fettce ivitir p ~ t e s .  T ~ P  poct m d  ï w r  f k e  Of the cric-krt f idd ~ m y  hmt* scnvd t i r '  

tlrr lii~rits of the soittlrnii borciidary iintil 1973/lbw (Laird, 1991, p. 146). 

In the area of the bowling green hill a post and mil fence was constructed "presirtnrihly 

to krvp arttle out" during the Minto e n  (von Baeyer, 1991, p. 2s). A post and rail fence was 

previously located on the north side, presumably near the greenhouse area. As rvell, post and 

rail fence "along the cr ick~t  field ttrtetided ulong t h  rcpper ptrtlr, tlrrrt skirted tlir dope below 

t h  t i r  r i t  r ~ r i ~ r e t i z f  r d  (von Baever, 1991, p. 26). 

7.2-3 Garden Walls 

The Connaught dry-stone rvall defines the boundary between the lorver ternce and the 

area before the croquet lawn. The stone wall acts as a transition from the formal gardens of the 



Main Terrace to the Croquet Lawn and the tennis'court area. This dry stone wall ruas 

constructed in 191 1 and orïginally incorpomted semi-circular steps, al though in the 1920s these 

steps were replaced with straight concrete ones. The appenrance of the stone wall was 

drastically altered with the later removal of the crenellation, which caused the dry wall to 

lose much of its "ori~irlirl i f i ~ t i ~ z ~ . t i u / r  " (Laird, 1991, p. 1-16). 

7.3 Assessrnent of Plant Material within the Main Terrace 

- 3 Evolution of Plant hlaterial within the Jhin  Terrace 

The plant material in the klain Terrace has constantly been altered over the yeors 

ivith changes made to the ff ower beds, rockeries and pergolas. In l lark Laird's description of 

the detailed planting in the Pri\mate Ornamental Cardens, he states that: " d i t r i ~ r ~  thr Lltrly 

Byig p r h i  ~I921 -2h l  11 t ~ i t d i  mmp d l h m t r  strlit-tiirr uf floïwr l~tds ini? i ~ r t r u i l ~ ~ ~ - t * ~ f ,  but thts 

rnirrtrd to f~mw mrd siuqdr porwr bi~dr: fy t h  194ll.s " ( 1  991, p. 1 15). The evolution of the p Ion t 

mûterial is ci dynamic process, as i t  vvill  continue to change over the neit several years. 

7.3.2 Esistirig Plant Material 

The plant material rvithin the private ornamental gsrdens consists of the follorving: 

level lawn areas; lawns temced with rock gardens, stone walls, and steep g r a s  dopes; topiary 

accents; few trees; end nnnuol beds (Figure 7.4). 

The tree inventory of the private gardens (provided in the Appendices) i s  

predorniniintlv Sugor Slaple, Red Oak, Crabapple spp.. Silver maple, \Vhite ash, Red maple, 

Norway mùple, Green ash, American elm, and Carolina poplar (Slatichuk, 1968, p. 7 ) .  The 

formal gùrdens ';inR plriittnf iclrtli &ht* topitiry dir11b fiv-~u?, t ~ l ~ ~ ~ p i  I i d p ~  iiud ~ . [ t r p t  btd? 

c h  'edgr the tcrntccs of the treoclrrssind trrrizcrs * ( Alatichu k, 1988, p. ?) The priva te 

ornamental gardens "liuirr h e i t  ~tiodijkd tlrrorrslront it.; Iri.stor;j tu riir-lirdr fris )~Liirt riiltt~r~irl 

of th<. 'kitcheu arriety' sirch lis xgrtirbles liird aifieries m d  niun* of t h  oririrtwirtitl r w r i ~ t y  " 

(Ma tichuk, 1988, p.?). 

The inventory of groundcovers is divided into two categories: flowering perennial 

plants and turf. The flowering perennials i o i w  1.3 p n - t w t  of tltr grouridi éirtl tur f .  srrty 

17erce111 O/ the growrds" (blatichuk. 1988, p.?). These consist of lapanese spurge, rock gùrden 

plants, na turalized daffodils, annuai flower beds, Lily of the valley, and Fleeceflower 

(bfatichuk, 19M, p. ?) 



The Lady Byng Rock Garden consists of an  informal arrangement of plant material; 

shnibs; and conikrous trees in the backdmp. The Michener Rockery is predorninantly planted 

with boxwood, junipers and other ground covers, as well as Japûnese Tree Lilac. 

The maintenance of the two rock gardens has increased and the pruning of trees and 

shnibs is allowing for more areas in which to plant ground covers. .As of J u n e  1000, the plant 

material in the lower terrace has been replaced with perennials. This change from using 

mostly annuais in the beds is e positive one, as the plant material historically has consisted 

mainly of perenniûls. wi th a few annuals used for additional colour. As well, the maintenance 

of planting annuals year after year will be drastically reduced. The numbers of perennials will 

increase in the beds and wiIl fiil the beds over the nest few years (Figures 721-7.36). 

(Plant List included in the Appendices). 

There are verious ground plane materials found in the bfain Terrece. These are 

inconsistent and perhaps not the most appropriate choice for a garden of such importance. Mart i  

Laird notes tha t the "i-litirrps rti i~uttrruils [tird tlrr plltritiri~ pdrt tr  hmcp ~ m t  ribiited to risrirrl 

mrrfirsioir iri p r t s  of the site" (1991 p. 87). 

7.4.1 Soft Material: Lawn 

The lawn and ground covers which constitute the soft material are too greùt in the 

arnount, as there is ri limited palette. The Iawn area within the center of the lower terrace is 

very time consuming to maintain and overail, is Iimi ted in terms of visual interest. 

- 
1 . 4 2  Hard Mûterial: Paving; Stone Dust 

The paving materid has been divided into "somr funri uf ~rruc-mimi for the rmds or 

drives, gnmet for the putlis ...* (Laird, 1991, p. 127). The paths within the ornamental gardens 

Rttpere fiur firt, rdiilr fhr pla~ik sidniwlkc r izqed from flirrr foot forrr iriclrrs to forrr foot' 

(Laird, 1991, p. 127). Presently, asphalt hss become the dominant materiai, as ît has "t,rPrtl 

m~rr  the sideuvzlk ns well as the road in u contitiuorrs srir/ucrW (Laird, 1991, p. 128). Crushed 

Stone has replaced gravel as the surface for  the summer wrilks and "~~tw ntrlturiiris .ilri-li '1s 

corrnete paverç, or rvrtsed traditioirnl itrutrrids sirdr as grariitr setts, h u e  berri d d r d  tu t li r 

repertoirr of p m i q  srrrfncez mm rtppnmrt rrt Ridenir Hall - (Laird, 1991. pp. 1 27- 12s). 

Historically, gravel wûs the traditional surface for paths in the ornamental gardens. 

Although there is no information on what kind was used at Rideau Hall, "soinr fu'ulixd 



puderi izrchizeolopj nrighf m l v ~  t h t  ipestiotr . St  ylc n w e  o r i g i n d y  itr c ~ d m  or g r m d  ithk- 

(1902), htrr iit coorinetr (Four 791 6) .  Irr  the rock srndeir, Jlrrgstorie pv irrg  ulns rtsed rr~itlr storie 

iteps "(Laird, 1991, p. 136). 

Presently, grey crushed stone is used consistently for the paths and concreie steps 

within the Main Terrace, rvith the exception of the Ladv Byng's Rock Garden with its flag 

stones. 
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7.0 PHOTOGRAPHS OF T H E  I ' IE IYS / VIST.AÇ WTO T H E  bl.AIX TERRXCE 

Photi~grttpli 2 - - 
;.i l'iew into the Main Tenace: the path below the Palm House and the e n t n  point to the loiver 

terracc. 

L. 

Phatogru ph 2 
/ - 6  View into the Main Terrace: the lower tenace from the path adjacent to the Lady Byng 

Rockery 



7.0 PHOTOGRAPHS OF T H E  VIE\VS C'ISTXS I N 0  T H E  XIAIN TEIIR-&CE 

Photogrriph 3 - - , . Viecv into the hlain Terrace: the lower terrace and the u pper terrace directlv irom the stone 
bench in the Lady Byng Rockery. 

Pfiotograph 4. 
7.6 Viekv into the Main Tenace: the eastern bed of the locver terrace and the uppcr tcrnce in the 

backround. 



7.0 PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE VIE\% / VILST.r\S NT0 THE hl.4IN TERRXCE 

Photogrriph 5. 
7.Q View into th? Ahin  Terrace: the southeastern corner o i  the lower tetrace bed. 

Pltt)togrqtlr 6. 
7.10 \'iew into the Main Terrace: the south west corner of the lot\-er terrace bed. 



7.1 1 i'iew into the Main Terrace: the corner of the lower bed directly adjacent to the central path in 
the lower terrace. The greenhouses and Palm House are visible in the background 

Pi1 o tclgrrrpil 'S. 
7.1 2 \'iew into the Main Ternce: the edge of the hlichener Rockery and the sweeping bed of the 

tvestern area of the loiver temce .  



f li t dcigriydi 9 - 1 - 1  -> \ ici\. trom the Alain Terrace: northeast corner of the beds in the ION-er terrace; the Palm House 
~ n d  e n t n  area into the J h i n  Terrace is ~isible. 

i ' , l  ott>grctplt ru 
7-14 \ icbv from the hlilin Temce: the southeast corner of the beds in thc lorvrr lerrace adjacent to 

the  lad^ - Bvng - Rcichen. 



7.0 PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE ViEWÇ / VIÇTAS 1kTO THE \1.-\1N TERRXCE 

Photop-riph 11 
i . 1  i \ ~e iv  rrom the Slain Tcrmce: the sovthwest corner of the beds in the lowrr ierrace adjacent to 

i l ~c  ilichcner Rocker_\. 

I'itri tq-rrïph 12 
7 .  ln \ itaw from the Main Terrace: the ivestern corner of the bed in the lower terrace closest the 

ccniral path. The Lad i  Jlichener and the upper terrace is \.isiblr in tlir bacAground. 



Pltt)tokgrtrpfr 13 
7-17 \ lei\. from the Alain Terrace: the northrvest corner of the siveepiny loiver terrnce bed; the edge 

nt the hlichener Rocherv is also risible. 

Pliu :ngraplt 24 
4.1s i ' ie\ \ -  of the Alain Terrace: from the centrai path totvard lo\vcr tcrrricc bed and the JIichencr 

Kochen.. Stoirs Ieading up to the upper terrace and the residencr are clrarl! visible. 



7.0 PHOTOCRAPHS OF T H E  VIEWS / VISTAS NT0 T H E  hlAIN TERRACE 

Ph o togupl i  25 
7.19 \ iew from the AIain Terrace: the Lady Byng Rockerv and the eastern bed ot the iower terrace 

on either side of the path are visible. 

Photogriqdt 16 
7.20 \'iew from the Main Terrace: from the center of the path in the lower terrace southward 

through Ihe globe cedan ndjaceni to the Connaught \l.aII; the croquet lan-n is ~Sisible belon. 



7.5 PLMVT MATERIAL WlTHIN THE TERRACE 

Photograph 1 
7.21 The lower terrace: perennials are currently the dominant plant meterial in the formal beds. 

Photograph 2 
7.22 The corner of the formal bed showing perennirifs. The corners of thc bcds Iack a focd point. 



P h o t o p p h  3 
i.23 The fonnal beds ai the sout h end of the lower terrace need io be emphasized to connect visually 

with the gIobe cedars adjacent to the Connaught Waii. 

Photograph 4 
7.24 An esample of the perennials found in the lower tertrice. 



7.5 PLANT MATERIAL WlTWIN THE MAIN TERRACE 

Phutogruph 5 
- , .-. 7 ;  The corner bed of the lower terrace adjacent to the Michener Rockery showing perennials. 

Note the mass of shrubs planted next to the foundation of the greenhouse. 

Photograph 6 
7.26 The corner area of the lower terrace near the Palm House, The apple kees in the formal beds 

have been recentlv p lanted, 



7.5 PLANT MATERIAL WITHIN THE MUN TERRACE 

, .?i The globe cedar and perennials surrounding the fish pond in the Lady Byng Rock Garden. 

- P l t u t o p p h  8 
i.25 The perennials shown are located to the left of the stone bench in the Lady Byng Rock Garden. 



7.5 PLANT MATERLAL WI'l'HlN 'I'HE ,MALN ' I X W C E  

rnutogrupfi Y 
7.29 The mass of shrubs dong the flagstone path in the Lady Byng Rock Garden. Shown are yew, 

honeysuckle and shrub roses, as weli as perennials in the background. 

l'hotograph 10 
7-30 The shrubs and perennials shown are in the area to the right of the stone bench in the Lady 

Hyng Kock Garden. 



7.5 PLANT MATERWL WITHIN THE hL4N TERRACE 

Plrtitograph 11 
T.31 The hostas and hydrangea are lowted in the southern portion of the Lady Byng Rock Garden, 

adjacent to the pet cemetery. 

Photograph 22 
7.32 The top of the C o ~ a u g h t  WaIl is planted with globe cedars and a mixture of perennids 

planted within the beds. 



Photograph 13 
c. .i- 

3 The lower bed below the Connaught Wall is planted with a mixture of perenniats, such as 
gooseneck loosestrife and astil be. 

Photograph 24 
7.34 The Michener Rockery is planted with shrubs, such as box, junipers and yew. The tree visible at 

the right is Japanese tree Mac. 



7.5 PLANT blATERiAL WITHlN THE MAIN TERRACE 

Photogruplt 25 
-..35 The northem portion of the blichener Rockerv, showing box, juniper and oiher shrubs near the 

fish pond. As well, the perennials below the Japanese tree Mac are visible. 

P h o t o p p h  74 
7.36 The sculpteci cedars hanging over the rocks in the Michener Rockerv. The mass of junipet is 

shown at below the upper ternce balustrade. 



Chapter Eight 
CURRENT USE 



8.1 Current Use Patterns and Programs 

S .  1 General Obsenations 

In order to have an understanding of the issues and concerns pertaining to the Main 

Terrace, observational studies were carried out over the summer months in  1998 and 1999 when 

the gardens experienced the most activib. During this time, i t  rvas possible to observe in a 

thorough manner the way in which these grounds were used. These informai observations were 

supported by photopriiphs that were taken throughout the months of lune. lulv and August and 

provided the necessary data to document how the space is used (Figure S.]). 

The observations were noted by the author rvhile rvalking through the Xlain Terrace 

paths. The path adjacent io the Palm House where the R.C.11.P. securitv booth is located was 

the tirst path used to observe the syùce. \l'hile follotving the peths surrounding the loiver 

terrace, running along the Lady Bvng Rock Garden and the Xlichrner Rockery, and finally along 

the central path through lorver terrace, the photographs and observations rvere talien. The 

people obsenred were visitors on guided tours of t he gardens du ring the summer months of 1996 

end 1999. The \risitors stayed on the formsl paths throughou t the Private Ornamental Cardens 

while viewing the Xlain Terrace. 

d.I.2 Entry 

The point of entry into 

Palm House. The formal entr) 

the Main Terrace for visitors is the along the 

into this space by  the Governors Cenerril and 

path nest to the 

guests rvould be 

from the upper termce along the path leeding to the steirs between the Slichener Rocker'. 

Cpondescending thesc stairs, one rvould be on the perimeter piith of the lorver terrace rvithin 

the htain Terrace. 

S. 1.3 Pedestrian Circulation 

Access into the Private Ornamental Cardens is restricted to t hose visitors participating 

in the guided tours bv staff. Pedestrian access i s  limi ted to the pa ths \vithi n the Xloin Terrace 

which surround the lorver terrace and the Lady Bvng Rock Garden and the Slichener Rockeq-. 

8.1.4. L'ehicuiar Traffic / Parking 

Both the vehicular traffic and parking is Iimited to the area next to the operations 

arre within the grounds. There-is no traffic or parking within the Alain Terrace itself aside 

from the service vehicles driven bv staff of the residence. 



8.1.2 Security 

The security of the entire estate grounds is overseen by the R.CA1.P.. The gates at the 

entrance into the operations ares via an access road is tended by security staff for the residence. 

The R.C.M.P. booth within the hlain Terrace is at the point of e n t v  into the gardens and 

clearance is made prior to entry. The security of the estate is a concern presently, as i t  is 

unsightlp. Any changes that are made need to maintain the integrity of the estate. 

S.1.6 Lighting 

The entrance area landscnpe has a row of cast iron lamp posts rvhich were first referred 

to in 1869 "iidtrir it ils15 riotni t h t  l i i i t r p  i r w t *  i~rstrzlltd trloris t h  mtvr tiir roird to flic i;tiiblrs 

uitd oit to Ridmrr Cotttgz' (von Baeyer, 1991, pp. 15-16). Later in 1872, " p s  liirri avrr drrg iiird 

tïuo 1t111rps ~ t t  t h  tvrtririlctl g r t ~  a v w  i~tsttrlltd i l s  ïwll J I ?  fitv / ( I / u / ~  p05t5 011 t h t ~  'cttrrili~e 

drivr"' (von Baeyer, 1991. pp. 15-16). The lighting along the avenues \vas changed from gas to 

electricib in 1902 (von Biiever, 1991,  p. 16). The majorihr of lighting standards throughout the 

estate have been in existence since 1918. 

The lighting within the estate consists of two types of standard Iamps. \Vithin the 

Private Ornamental Gardens there exists ri varie. ot' lighting fistures. The lighting rvithin 

the gardens should be standardized to the correct proportions of the pedestrian, as the' are too 

large in scale and appear awkward within the site. The lighting of the Xtain Terrace is 

inadequate and should be replace with an appropriate type of standard, as well as assessing 

the numbers to address safefy concerns. The height of the standards should be at a lower level 

to refiect the pedestrian s a l e  within the gardens. 

S. 1.7 Operational Issues 

The operational issues of the estate, in general, are in need of review, as the ùreo 

where these functions are deal t ivith is limited as "tlw corripnctit~ss of tlrr Iiiztoric site Irrls lrd 

to rnirpstiotr iir this zoire, 60th u i s ~ d  liud ftiirctiom11, w h c r ~  i1t4ic-11lt~r tztrti ped~s t r r t~~r  

circtîlritio~r, grorr itds nraitrteirnirce, secilrity aitd oprratioiuzl ficililitie~ cooeipetc /or sprzcc a (Lai rd, 

1991, p. 85). In particular, the issues of grounds maintenance, security and operat iona I facii i ties 

need to be addressed to meet the contemporary requirements of the Main Terrace. 

8.1.8 Maintenance issues 

The maintenance issues for the estate are airvays of greùt concern. Within the iMain 

Terrace the practice of planting a large number of annu~ l s  every year is time consuming for staff. 

By incorporating perennials into the beds within the lower terrace it  would be possible to 



minimize maintenance from year to year, as these would not have to be removed and would 

grow to decrease unused spaces within the beds. 

8.2 Events 

The Official events that the Governor Genenl hosts at Rideau Hall are the opening of 

Parliament; the presentation of credentials; welcoming visiting royalty, presidents and 

dignitaries; and as weI1, the Governor General is Commander-in-Chief of the Canadian Forces. 

The public events that take place within the Private Ornamental Gardens are %mithin 

the sumrner months of every year. These events are: 

Governor Generai's Annual Garden Party 

The Annual Teddv Bear Picnic - sponsored by the Children's Hospital of Eastern 

Ontario (CHEO). 

Tours of the Private Ornamental Cardens 

Boy Scouts Jamboree 

Schuol Crossing Guards ceremony 











Chap ter Nine 
HISTORIC VALUE OF ARTIFACTS 



9.1 Historic Value of the Artifacts within the blain Terrace. 

In addition to the changes that have occurred within the Main Terrace are the 

rirtifacts that have been left as reminders of the vanous Covernors Generril in residence over 

the years. These include the seat in the Lady Byng Rock Garden from the 1930s; the stone bench 

neit to the dog cemetery; and the two r\.ater features - the f ish ponds within both of the rock 

gardens. 

The value ot the various historic rirtifacts within the formal gardens is the immediate 

connectionto the Governors General and the fact that man? of these have been placed by the 

various Governors General and their families. 

9.1.1 Stone bench in the Lady By ng Rock Garden 

This attractive concrete seat is the central focal point within the Lady Byng Rock 

Garden; i t  a ppa r s  to have originated from around the 1950s (Figure 9.1). l t h o u g h  the stone 

bench as e\perienced some deteriontion over the years, i t  is still a valuable artifact within 

the rock garden and of important visual interest, as i t  is sited on aris with the central path 

that leads directlv through the l ichener Rockery and up to the residence. 

9.1.2 Stone bench adjacent to the pet cemete? 

This stone bench is described as the " rather less handsome concrete seat near the dog's 

cemetery" and is of an uncertain date, although it is apparent by the 1960s (Laird, 1991, p.) 

(Figure 9.2 and 9.3). The current location of the pet cemeten. is not the original site, as i t  tvas 

moved from the sou th end of the bf ichener Rockery, near the Connaught wall. Little else is 

h o w n  of the origins of this stone bench. 

9.1.3 Fish ponds in the Lady Byng Rock Garden and the Michener Rocken. 

The fish pond sited below the cedar at the northern corner of the Lady Byng Rock 

Garden is believed to be part of the original plan (not found)(Figures 9.4 and 9.5). The value of 

this artifact is that is directlv connected to Lady and Lord Byng. The pond creates ri subtle 

visual interest to the rock garden and is not obtrusive within the rock garden. The pond in the 

Atichener Rockerv is the onlv remaining water feature, as  the second pond \vas rernoved at an 

unknown date- The water feature was an often used eiement within the Victorian era and is an 

appropriate element ivithin the content of the Main Ternce, as ponds seem to be compatible 

with the rock garden theme of the eras. 



9 4 klartin house 

The Martin house is perhaps a more recent addition to the lower terrace lawn, 

although the date of its installation is not known (Figure 9.6). In the opinion of Mark Laird 

"The bird house should be removed from its prominent position on the main garden 

terrace"(l991, p. 123). Perhaps a more suitable location tvould be the kitchen garden where it 

would be more appropriately sited and could be an  in teresting feature within the space. The 

mnrtin house, therefore, mav not be 'of value' mav be considered to be expendable. 



9.0 ARTiF.4Cl-S WITTHlN THE hIAIN TERRACE 

Pltotogrtzph 1 

9.1 The stone bench in the Lady Byng Rock Garden. 

Photogrnph 2 

LJ.2 The stone bench adjacent to the pet cernete?. 



9.0 ARTIFACTS WlTHIN THE MAIN TERRACE 

Photogrnph 3 

9.3 Pet cemetery. 

Photograph 4 

9.3 Fish pond in the Ladv - Bvng - Rock Garden, 



9.0 ARTiFACTS \VTTHTN THE MAIN TERRACE 

P I Z O ~ O ~ ~ ~ ~ I Z  a 

9.5 Fish pond in the Michener Rockery. 

Photograph 6 

9.6 Slartin house. 



Chapter Ten 
CONSERVATION STRATEGY 



10.1 Conservation Strategy 

Through the research and analysis of the Main Terrace, three design options were 

ezpiored io deterrnine the most suitable recommendation for the site. The first tuvo design 

explorations were intended to be at a less detailed level, with the emphasis being placed on 

the preferred design option - .An Adoptive Rehabili ta tion Approach for the Xlain Terrace. 

This modification of the Main Terrace will protect the historic character, while addressing 

the contemporarv needs of the site. By preserving the historic values and introducinp some 

changes that ore compatible with the site, such as additions of historical elements, this 

treatment will protect the historic value of the Main Terrace. The conservation of the hlain 

Terrace cannot be addresscd without considering the present day needs: to meet the 

requirements of the Governors Generel; and to protect the Main Terrace from inappropriate 

additions or alterations that do not respect the significance of the estate. The key issues and 

concerns that were identified for the Main Temce through the research and analysis phase of 

the study, led to the conceptual design exploration. This phase incorporated the V ~ ~ O U S  site 

characteristics of the Main Terrace with the historic artifacts and elernents. 

10.2 Design Recommendations: Exploration of Three Design Options 

In this phase of the practicurn, three design ùpproaches that have been investigated. 

They include Design Option 1: based on the 19th Century Traditions; Design Option 2: a more 

contemporary epproach that was investigated to illustrete the greoter contrast in the esisting 

site character. The final approach, Design Option 3: An Adaptive Rehabilitation Approach 

for the hlain Terrace incorporates the existing site choracter, as well as the elements of the site 

having historic value. Bewuse the Rideau Hall estate is not a static entity and will continue 

to evolve over time, the development of the private ornomental gardens couid continue 

southward toward the croquet lawn and tennis court. These design options eliminate the use of 

an expansive lawn as the surface treatrnent for the lower terrace. Historiwlly, each e n  moved 

toward the ornamentation of the lawn surface. In al1 of the desigr! options, the lawn has been 

replaced with other plant material to create a patterning and texture to this area. 

10.2.1 Design Option 1: The 19th Century Tmdi tion 

Option one explores the various 19th century elements that have been and are presentlv 

signifiant to the evolution of the Main Terrace (Figure 10.1 1. The three significant periods of 

the evolution of the Main Terrace: the Byng; Connaught; and hlichener eras dnstically altered 

the site through vanous additions and expansions over time. By incorporating some of the 



historic elements from each period, such as the decorative pergolas and patterns that esisted 

in the lawn area -- a design that would have more characteristics of the style and period of 

time these esisted in the 'tain Terrace. This eclectic design option proposes that the 

ornamental gardens are physically and visually carried into the areas of the croquet lawn and 

tennis courts. The relocation of the croquet lawn and tennis court to another portion of the estate 

would allow for this southward estension of the formal gardens. The implernentation of such a 

scherne might appear historic, rvhereas the distinct elements may not relate to one another or 

may be haphazard ly placed. Furthermore. this option may not have contemponnr 

significance and could result in a fractured plan that may be inflexible to change, t\*hile 

ignoring other significant historic erss. 

10.7.2 Design Option 2: .A Non- Historical Approach 

This design approach is in contrast to the above design in that an approach was taken 

in the design with verv little incorporation of historic themes or elements (Figure 10.2). The 

approach was explored in order to show the resulting contrast of not incorporating historic 

elernents into the overilll design. The design proposes the creation of a laby rinth (appros. 7 

feet in height) in the lower terrace area. The plant material forming the labyrinth close off 

the views and rristas within the Main Terrace, iherefore, this proposal is not respectful of the 

existing symmetry of the site. The design option explores the continuation of the formal 

gardens into the areas of the croquet and tennis courts, as well. This design responds to the need 

to further articulate the space, although it  essentially does not respect the historic character 

of the site. This option rvould be inappropriate in a n  estate with such a significant heritage. 

10.23 Design Option 3 - An Adaptive Rehabilitaiion Approach for the Main 

Terrace 

The third design solution is reflective of the principles of adaptive rehabilitation in 

the conservation for the Main Terrace (Figure 10.3). This approach would accommodate 

conternponrv alterations and additions rvi thout altering the significant historic features or 

materials within the site. The Adaptive Rehabilitation Approûch for the kfain Terrace is J 

response to the contemponn. needs, tvhile respecting and incorporating the elements that have 

historic value. 

The design proposal incorporates the artifacts in the hlain Terrace that have 

significant historic value. These artifads are: the stone bench in the Lady Byng Rock Garden; 

the stone bench adjacent to the pet cemetery; the fish ponds in the rock gardens; and the martin 



house. The proposal recornmends the addition of the second fish pond that had previously 

existed in the Michener Rockery, but was removed at an unknown date. 

The proposed design incorporates historic elements such as  the pergolas and p u n d  

patterning that existed during the Victorian period of the gardens. The pergolas that ai one 

time were constructed dong the southern paths of the iorver terrace were a response to the need 

to create a sense of enclosure. With the addition of the pergola and the proposed cedar maze (3 

1 1 2  feet height!, these elements create a sense of enclosure and visuai interest within the 

formal gardens. In this proposai, a sense of enclosure is suggested in the creation of new spaces 

that the visitor moves through. The plant material is brought closer to the obsenrer, but does 

not appear ovenvhelming, as it is maintained at an adult's wùist level. 

The historiai significance of the mate is ihat i t  is an that was first used in England in 

the 17th century and was revived in the 19th century. This maze refers to the 19th centur). 

English form where shrubs were introd uced to the more two dimensional ground patterning that 

was previously in pmctice. These shrubs were characterized by low growing shrubs, such as 

boxwood, maintained ot a height of 2-3 %et. 

The field of vision is uninterrupted with the proposal of the cedar maze and this 

element adds a unique sense of place to the Main Terrace. The cedar maze incorporates the 

historical and cultural components of the vice-regal residence -- beginning with the MacKay 

ems and followed by the eras of the many Governors Generals over the years. The design 

proposes the incorporation of cast bronze busts of the past and present Governors General into 

niches that are cawed out of the wails of the cedar mue. By incorporating the sculptures that 

represent each of the Governors Generals, a cultural and historical reference contributes to the 

sense of place in a direct manner. Each of the busts, created bv Canadian artists, would be 

accompanied by a plaque bearing a briel history of the individual's contribution to the 

evolution of the Main Ternce. These are direct references to the significance of the people who 

have inhabited and shaped the space. The busts of the Governors Geneal are nestled within 

the niches that have been carved out of the plant materiai and are sited along the pathway 

which can be entered at various openings. The subtle placement of the sculptures as an 

integrated element, as opposed to being a focal point wi thin the garden promotes exploration of 

the space and introduces an element of surprise to the observer. This is in contrast to typical 

representations of historical figures, as prominent sculptural elements within a Iandscape. 

This sculptural prognm would be inappropriate to the site, as they would dominate the focus 



of the Main Terrace. In the proposed option, the historical references describe how each 

Covemors General influenced the evolution of the Main Ternce and the complex as a whole . 

The proposed design for the Alain Terrace red uces the amount of lawn area by espanding 

the formal beds with an edge of boswood (1 112 feet in height). The repetition of globe cedars 

planted into the beds becomes e visuai connection with the esisting globe cedars in the bed 

along the Connaught wall. The proposed addition of coniferous trees, shrubs and fruit trees into 

the formai beds increases the visuaI interest throughout the vear and creates a sense of balance 

wi thin the gardens. Within the beds, perennials complement the existing ptantings within the 

Main Ternce. The design uses plant material in keeping with the euisting colour scheme end 

scale of the esisting planting in the Lady Byng Rock Garden and the hlichener Rockery. The 

maintenance requirements for this proposal rvould be lessened, as herbaceous perennials, 

ornamentai shrubs and other plant material that are suitable for this region would be selected. 

The result of this planting scheme would be of a greater visual interest, as the colour and 

textures would also assist in defining the Main Terrace, while maintaining the historic 

character of the site, 
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11 .O CONCLUSIONS / RECOMMENDATlONS 

The Main Terrace of Rideau Hall has maintained its historic integrity in spite of the 

ever changing contemporûrv demands that have occurred over the years. This study area 

remains a fascinating site bewuse of the historic and cultural value that i t  embodies and the 

contemponry issues and concems. The intent of this practicum hûs been to achieve a balance 

between the present needs and desires of the site with these historic values. The goal of 

recommending a qolution based on the historic. cultural and contemporary evidence has been 

attained and is presented in the consenation stntegy (design recommendation section). The 

rnost logical conservation stra tegy for the hlain Terrace is the adaptive rehabilitation 

approach. In order to examine the site and to find the most suitable conservation treatment for 

the Alain Terrace, three alternate approaches were investigated prior to the design phase. 

These conservation strategies are: preservation, restoration, reconstruction, and adaptive 

rehabilitation. The dvnamic nature of the site as the vice-regal residence of the Governors 

General, Iends itself to the preferred option. The adaptive rehabilitation treatment was 

applied for the design phase, as the historic elements of the site are incorporated into the 

third design option. 

In exùmining the evolution of the Main Terrace, i t  is evident that there are many 

factors that needed to be addressed: the historic evolution of the private ornamental gardens: 

the historic value of the site; and the current concerns and demands on the site. The adaptive 

rehabilitation proposal for the Main Terrace protects and enhances the views from within the 

p iva te  ornamentel gardens, while protecting historic values. .An adaptive rehabilitation 

approach is the most appropriate treatment for the Main Terrace and private ornamental 

gardens. This is due to the fact that Rideau Hall is not oniy an historic site, i t  is dynarnic, as i t  

is a viceregal residence and the needs and requirements are changing every few years. The 

concerns Rideau HaII estate now face greûtly differ from those concerns from a century ago. 

In discussion with various individuals who have been involved with the Rideau Hall 

estate for the past several years, i t  is apparent that there is no procedure for the archival 

recording of historic work that has occurred on the grounds. It is essential that an accurata 

method of documenting the various historic rirtifacts within the Rideau Hall estate be 

implemented. There is little record or as historic plans of the initial installation of the Lady 

Byng Rock Garden or the Michener Rockerv, for esample. 

In the past, there has been Iittle considention of the impact that the many alterations 
and additions may have had on the es ta te, as a whole. There meds to be a rommon conceni for 



the overall estate that will protect the 'agreed upon historic values' and to ensure that it does 
not experience further drastic changes to the grounds. Whcreas thtse values are bound to 
change over time, the adherence to such a goal or plan would likely result in the creation of 
spaces that a n  suitable and compatible within the conteït of the Rideau Hall estate. 
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HISTORIC PLANS 

13.1.1-13.1.5 

(Al2 plans from: " H i s t q  of the Rident< Hall Lnndscape' by Edwi~zm oon Baeyer itl Rideotî 
f i d l  Landscuuc Consmtion Study, Otfauirr, Murch 1991 f 
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k RIDEAU HALL GROUNDS 
SHOW i N q  

5CLiN9ARIf5. BUILDING, ROADWA\(S,PAfHS, PLAVING GROUNDS. WATfR LINES ,LIGHTI NG. 





€ Daths drawn ui the ~arKland area were a later addltlon to I 





HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPHS 

13.2.1-23.2.18 

(Al1 photographs fiom: "Histoy of the Rideutr Hull L ind~npe"  by Edurinira mir Buqm in 
Pidenri Hall Landsmve Conseroation Sttcdy, Otfawa, hlarch 1991) 









The lower terracc, t ûü0 
Flowet beds in lawn; flower border at south end of temce and c d a r  stairs. 































(All umàl photographs frorn: 'His tory of tIrc Ridearr Hall Latzdscnpe' by Edwitrnu out1 
Barycr in Pidcau Hull Lnndscqe Cunsmtion S t u d ~  O t t m ,  M d  1991) 



Portion of Rideau Hall estate and entmnce area, 1945. 
The upper terrace; the lower terrace; and the croquet lawn. 
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Rideau Hal! c?itatc, 1951- 



Ridcriu Hall estalc, 1953. 



Rideau Hall estate. 1956. 







Xppendis 13.4 

Govemors General Residing at Rideau HaIl 

The Monck Err, 

rhe Ywng En 

The Dufferin Era 

The Lome Era 

The Landsdowne Era 

The Stanley Era 

The Aberdeen Era 

The Minto Era 

The Grey Era 

The Connaught Era 

The Devonshire Era 

The By ng Era 

The Willingdon Era 

The Bessborough Era 

The Tweedsmuir Etri 

The Athlone Erri 

The Alexander Era 

The Massev Era 

The Vanier Era 

The hlichener Era 

The Leger E n  

The Schreyer Era 

The Sauve Era 

The Hnatyshyn Era 

The Leblanc Era 

The Clarkson Era 



Code 

AAP 

ABV 

APB 

Ad 

Aj  

Bc 

CSP 

Cc 

CCC 

Cl 

CP 

c rp 

Dc 

De 

DPG 

EP 
GB 

Cc 

Cs 

HAS 

Hi3 

Hm 

HBD 

HF 

I AS 

1s 

k 
tCG 

LI: 

LCG 

L M  

MBC 

hlPT 

Ms 

K f  

Pa 

PhDJ 

PERENMAL PLANT LIST 

Botanical Namc 

Astilbe 'Anita Pfci fer' 

Astilbe 'Brida1 Veil' 

Astilbe 'Peach Blossom' 

Anincus dioicus 

Ancmonc hybrid 'Scptember C h m '  

Bergenia cordifolia purpurea 

Chrysantfitmum supcrbum 'Silver Princess' 

Chrysanthcmum coccineum ' James Kelway' 

Chrysanthemum 'Clara Curtis' 

Corydalis lutea 

Campanula persicifolia 'Blue' 

Cimicihga ncemosa purpurca 

Deschampsia caespitosa 

Dicentra eximia 'Lu.,urimt' 

Delphinium 'Pacific Giant Astolat' 

Echinacea purpurea 

Geranium 'Biokova' 

Geranium endmsii 'Wargrave Pink' 

Gcranium sanguineum 'Magenta' 

Hcmcrocallis 'Amcricm Style' 

Hemtcrocall is 'Brcakaway 

Hcuchera micrantha 'Purple Palace 

Hosta 'Big Daddy' 

Hosu ' Francce' 

1 beris sempervirens 'Autumn Snow' 

iris sibirica 'Dance Ballerina' 

Iris gcrmanica 'Valimar' 

Iris germania 'Golden Garland' 

Lamiurn gaieobdolon 'Hermann's Ride 

h i u m  maculatum 'Cannon's Goid' 

Lavcnder 'Mumstcad' 

Monarda 'Beaucy of Cobham 

Monarda didyma 'Pink Tourmaline' 

Myosotis sylvatica ' Victoria Bluew 

Ncpeta faassenii 

Pennisetum alopercuroides 

Phlox paniculata 

PhbiP Phlox paniculata 

Cornmon Name 

Anita Pfeifer At i fbe 

Brida1 Veil Astilbe 

Peach Slossom Astilbe 

Goat's B e i d  

lapanese Anemone 

Bergenia 

Silvcr Pnncess Shasta Dai? 

James Kelway Painted Dais? 

Clan Cunis Dnisy 

Yellow Corydalis 

Peachlcaf Bellflower 

Purple-Ieaf Snakeroot 

Tuftcd Hait Grass 

Blcading H e m  Luxuriant 

Pacific Gan t  Astolat Larkspur 

Purplc coneflowcr 

Biokova Crimesbill 

W-ve Pink Cranesbill 

Magenta Blood-rcd Cranesbill 

Amcrican Style 

Brcakaway Daylily 

Purple Palace Coral Bclls 

Big Daddy Hosta 

Ftancec Hostri 

Auturnn Snow Candytuft 

Dance Ballerina Siberian Iris 

Valimar Bearded Iris 

Goldcn Garland Bearded Iris 

Hcman's Pridc Lamium 

Cannon's Gold Lamiurn 

Lavcnder 

Beau- of Cobharn Beebaim 

Pink Tourmaline Beebalm 

Forget-me-not 

Catmint 

Fountain Grass 

Surnmer Phlox 'Dans-in's Joyce' 

Phlox 'Miss Pcppef 

Height 

70cm 

50cm 

60cm 

LOOcm 

7 5 m  

60cm 

30cm 

60cm 

70cm 

35cm 

80cm 

l50cm 

75cm 

4Ocm 

1 S o m  

1 OOcm 

4Ocm 

40cm 

45cm 

50cm 

90cm 

3Ocm 

60cm 

60cm 

25cm 

80cm 

80cm 

8 0 m  

6 0 m  

lOcm 

50cm 

3Ocm 

gocm 

1 Sm 

45cm 

l OOcm 

60cm 

S o m  

Spacing 

60cm 

45cm 

60cm 

l Zoom 

60cm 

45cm 

3Ocm 

45cm 

30cm 

3Ocm 

S5cm 

90cm 

30cm 

45cm 

60cm 

1 OOcm 

30cm 

60cm 

60cm 

SScm 

4Scm 

45cm 

90cm 

90cm 

30cm 

60cm 

60cm 

60cm 

t ZOOcm 

iooocm 

4Ocm 

60cm 

60cm 

30cm 

30cm 

50cm 

50cm 

S o m  



PL.A.LT XLATERI.AL .AS-ALYSIS: RIDE-AC HALL 

Prepared for the NCC 
bv Diane Matichuk 



Y Botanical Name Co~amon Name 

MIXED SERUB BEDS cantainanq tzees 
1 

N 
O 
O 
O 
O 

, N 
N 

-- - - - -  - 1 
1 

N 1 1 

N/O 1 # bedsi Botanical  Name 1 Cornmon Name 
Coniferous Trees 

1 

O 1 3 1 Picea  a b i e s  1 Norway spruce 
1 10 1 Pinus muqo 1 Swiss mountain pine 1 

96 
74 
52 
4 6  
37 
32 
21 

,TOTAL: 421 GRAND TOTAL: 1255  L 

Abies sarr. 
Lar ix  l a r i c i n a  

F i r  SQD. 
Tamarack 

Picea olauca 
Picea  a b i e s  
P icea  ~ u n a e n s  
Pinus s v l v e s t r i s  
Pinus n i a r a  
Pinus s t r o b u s  
Pinus resinosa 

N 1 21 

O 

White s ~ r u c e  
Norway spnice a 

Colorado spruce 
Scotch p ine  l 

Aus t r i an  ~ i n e  
Eascern whi te  ~ i n e  
Red p i n e  

Thuja o c c i d e n t a l i s  
Pinus mua0 

.. Pinus banksiana 
Pseudotsuaa menziesii 
Abies balsamea 

_ Tsuaa canadensis 

O 
N 
N 
N 
N 

O 
N 
O 

Eastern white cedar I 

Muqo p ine  , 

J ack  ~ i n e  
Douolasf i r  . 
Balsam f i r  I 

Canadian h d o c k  
L 

17 
7 
7 
6 
3 

2 

N 
N 
N 
N 
N/O 
N 
N 

, N 6 

4 
2 
1 

m2 
1 

5 6 . 0 3 5 - 5 -  

1 

TOTAL : 80,787.9  m2 1 

Pinus s v l v e s t r i s  

I 

Undeveloped bush (no maintenance) 
, 2 4 , 7 1 2 - 4  

Deciduous Treas 

Scotch o i n e  
T h u j a  o c c i d e n t a l i s  

Acer q i n n a l a  
Acer necnrndo 
Acer p l a t a n o i d e s  

Silver maple 
Suqar maple 
American beech , 

White ash 
Crabapple  spp . 
Basswood 

I 

American elm 

1 1 Acer saccharinum 

Developed bush (underseed  on lv)  

E a s t e r n  white cedar  

Amur maple 
Manitoba maple 
Norwav maple 

10 
1 
5 
3 
1 
5 

Acer saccharuxn 
Fagus q r a n d l f o l i a  
Frax inus  americana 
Malus 3pp. 
Tilia americana 
Ulmus americana 



T h e  cornputer l i s t i n g  of a l 1  trees growing a t  Rideau H a l l  was 
r e t r i e v e d  f r o m  Urban Land Management. The fol lowing i s  a t a b u l a t i o n  of t h e  
thirty deciduous spec ies  and t h e  f i f t e e n  con i fe rous  s p e c i e s  r ep resen ted .  
They a r e  ranked in descending o r d e r  by t h e  number of  t r e e s  p e r  s p e c i e s .  A t  
t h e  top  of  t h e  deciduous tree c h a r t  is t h e  sugar  maple uhich dominates t h e  
landscape .  With regards  t o  t h e  popu la t ion  of con i fe rous  t r e e a ,  whi te  
spruce, Norway spruce and Colorado spruce  predorninant. Information as t o  
wnether t h e  t r e e  is a na t ive  (NI o r  ornamental (O) t r e e  is a i30  given.  

T r e e s  a r e  al30 found mixed i n  s h r u b  beds. The FACS inven to ry  
i d e n t i f i e s  t h e s e  trees by percentage  coverage not  by s i n g l e  count ,  The 
tree species, the American Beech, i s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  one of t h e  shrub beds. 
This t r e e  is not found elaewhere on t h e  grounds. Developed and undeveloped 
bush  area is  a l s o  included i n  t h e  inventory. 

SPECIMEN DECIDUOUS TREES 
i 

C 
, N / O  

N 
N 
N / O  
N 
N 
N 

, O 
N 
N 
N 

, O 

Qty 
433 

80 

Botanical Name 
Acer saccharum 
Quercus rubra 

N 

~ o r ~ m o n  ~ a m e  
Suqar manle 
Red oak 

Populus d e l t o i d e s  8 

1 

Crabapple SPD . 72  

Eastern cottonwood 
1 

Malus SDD, 

C a t a l ~ a  SDQ. 

Ironwood 
Basswood . 

O 
N 
N 

56 
31 
29 
25 
18 
14 
13 
10 

O 
N 
O - 

L 

N 
N 
N - 

I 

7 
5 
5 

Acer saccharinum 1 S i l v e r  manle 

Catalpa spp. 
Ostrya vixginiana 
T i l i a  americana 

Fraxinus americana 
Acer rubrum 
Acer p la tanoides  

4 
- 

4 
3 
3 

White ash 
Red m o l e  
Norwav manle 

T i l i a  cordata 
Fraxinus n iq ra  
Acer q innala  
Quercus spp. 

N 

Praxinus ~ e n n s v l v a n i c a  Green ash , 

U h u s  americana 1 American e h  

L i t t l e l e a f  linden 
Black  a s h  
Amur maple , 

Oak s m ,  

Quercus alba 1 

Populus x canadensis 
Ginkqo biloba 

1 

P a ~ e r  birch  3 

White oak 

Carolina poplar  
Ginkqo 

Betula papyrif era 

Bur oak 
Horsechestnut , 

Kentucky cof f e e t r e e  I 

Hawthom SDD. 
1 

Comon hackberw . 
Arnerican vellowwood 

I 

N 1 1 Quercus macrocarpa 

2 
1 
1 

TOTAL: 834 

O 
N 
N 
N 
O 

I 

Acer niurum 1 Black manle 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Acer neoundo 
Acer m a .  

Aesculus hipoocastanum 
Gvmnocladus d i o i c a s  
Crataeous spp. 
C e l t i s  o c c i d e n t a l i s  
Cladastrus lutea 

Manitoba manle 
Maole spn, 

1 
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P L W  YAEfilPL AWYSIS: SHRUBS .*. 

AND 'GROUNDCOVERS' $i 
::: 

! ; I I  

Introduction 

The fûllowlng Fs a lizzing ûf  t h e  shrubs and t ke  - -  va, -; - l q -  

g r o u n a c o v e r s ,  i n c l u d r n c  perennials, rock garaen p l a n t s ,  flowers, and t u r f  
grovins on the grounds of Rideau Ha l l .  An analysis foilows 50th rne  skrub 
and t h s  groundcover inven tory. 

The shrub species are ranked bv quantxv in descending crder .  

Liiacs are cne  uominant  shrubs in t he  Ldeau  R a i l  lanuscape,  =oth as 
s i n g l e  specimen shrubs and as slnclt species shr& beds. Honeysuckles are  
ck x e c n d  nost  ;zpülar Arü& z p s t i a a .  Tzgethsz they cûmpose =c - ckizds  zf 
m e  speclmen snrun population an9 tnree-quarrers or  =ne slngie sperimen 
chriif?. twds. Inter~ict ingly ,  t h e w  rwr i  shrubs ara prevalonr in many orher 
tlder XCC landscapes such as the  Zen t ra l  txperimsntal Fam Drive. The  
reasons for having planted them extensively may have been their c o l o u r f u l  
floral display i n  the spring, or t h c i r  ab i l i ty  to effoctively def ine  spaces 
in large ianascapes. However in the modern iandscape, where pr ior i t ies  
tend to lie with practical concerns, their winning characteristics are more 
l i k e l y  t he i r  abi l i ty  ta persist w i t h  minimal maintenance and to rejuvena=e 
successfully. 

SPECZMEN SHRUBS 
- 

Q t y  ! Botanical Name 1 Common N a m e  1 
20 ! Syrinqa spp.  1 ~ilac spp. 

9 1 Lonicera tatarica Ta ta r i an  honeysuckle 
! 8 Caragana sgp. 1 Feasnrub spp, 

1 

1 ! tanieera morrowii Morrow honeysuckle ! 
; 4 Zhamnus spp ,  ! ÜucKtnorn spp. I 

1 7 i Phi lade lphus  spp. ! Mockorange spp. i 

1 1 Shepherdia arqentea 1 Si lver  buffaio~erry 1 
I 1 Viburnurnlen+sgo ! Nannyberry vibirnum 1 

/ I Weigela florida 1 Old fashioned weigeia 
I 

\ 

1 TOTAL: 5 3  f 



SHRUB BEDS - SINGLE SPECIKS 
1 m2 Botanical Name 

1 

1 Common Name 
! 4 ~ 2 . 2  ! ~yrizqa spp.  1 L L ~ ~ C  spp. 1 

1 296.1; Lonicera  tatarica 
1 

I Tatarian honevsuckle I 

! 4 9 - 5 1  9 c s a s p p .  ! 2cse spp. 
t 

I 3 ~ .  1 : Piiiladelphus spp . ; Mockorange spp.  i 

! 36.a ! Czrz?ar.= crc. ! Peashrub spp. i 

I 3 0 . u  ; snepneraia araencea i silver ~ u i f  alooerry 
1 

! 2 6 . 1  ! ~ i q z s r r w  muzense ! Amur privvet 1 

18.d 1 BUXUS SUD. 
1 i ~oxwood spp. 

I 
I 

1 A = ,  . -  1 l :;mJp===== 

I ! Sncw9er~y spp. 
I - 2 Khamnus spp. ; Buckthorn spp.  
! 4.1 ! f c ~ i ~ o r s  acrrcwli 1 , -.-- M---~w - - h=ne . i 

! rUï'AL: 945.4 m2 I 

SHRUB BEDS - MIXBD 
m2 1 Botanica l  H a i e  

T 

i Comon N a m e  I 
* 

18171.7 1 I f 

Single specie shrub beds comprise only ten percer,= of the mass af  
shrrrYs beds. BI- Zaz the  greacer na== sf s h r k  Leds 1; riade zf a r i lx :~rs 
of several species. The mixed shrub beds concain al1 of irhe cAlrzeon srixb 
species listeci above, p i l l s  r h o  fhllowing f f f r ~ ~ n  specios as listes bolnw. 

SHRUBS UNIQUE TO MUCED SHRUB BEDS 
7 

I l 1 1 Botanical Name ! Common N a m e  
1 

I / ~meîancnier spp i Service~erry spp I 
! ! Cornus florida Plowerinq doswood l 

I 

I I ~otoneaster spp 
I 

1 
Cotoneas ter  spp ! 

! Euenymus spp , SurninqSush sgp r 
I 1 
I i ~orsychia spp i Forsythia spp a 

I ! Mahonia spp 1 Grapehclly spp f 
I 
I / Physocarpos opuliiolius / Common nlnebark 
I 

1 

i ! Prunus virqi~ians ! Common chokecherry 
2 

j / Khus typhina / Staqhorn sumac I 
! ~ i b e s  syp ~ u r r a z c  spp 

f 7 

I somaria ar~orea i Falsespirea spg 
i 

1 
! Spirea spp ! Spirea spg 

r I I 

1 I Taxus spp I ~ e w  spp I 

! ! Viburnum dentztrrm 1 A r r o w c o d  ti,hurnum 1 
I 1 viburnum lantana 1 wayfaring tree l 



The specimen snru9 1s faunà qrowing ln eicner  rts n a t u r a l  rom or as 
a t~pia-zy  f==. Shnb h d s  v a q  frrn heàges te ct,7Jets cf a o n c c u l c u r e s  te 
mixed 9eÙs i n c i u d i n g  even Crees. groundcove~ perenniais anci vines. ïiie 
topiary forms. cl ipped hedges and carpet beds edge the neoclassical 
terraces cf the W e s t  sarden. ! E x e l  =hr& Yeda scf cet, =,Le Zandzza;s ;f z . 1 ~  
~ulldlng campus ana edge che flowing spaces of tne vasc romantzc lawns. 

The mixed shrub b d  gtnerally requixes lzss maintenarse :,Cion the 
other  shrub planr inss  which  penni ts natural r e g e n e r a t i o n  to  ocrur. These 
=;Tes cf p l u i t i n g s  recro-ce the catcral  fcm cf the  forosr sdge. 

X :=ta1 sf rdenty-ciahr ah=* spe=ics are represcr.:cd sn :Ho ;r=unbs 
ot k i a e a u  H a l l .  T h i r t e e n  occur as speczmen snrubs o r  s ~ n q L e  specle s i r =  
h d = .  Thesi  r h i r r o c ? n  s h r l ~ b  s p ~ r i p c  p l t ~ ~  3~ a d d i r i a n a l  f i f r a o r  -rnrnco  ri^ 
inixed shrub bds. 

No densiçy standards for snrubs were developed ir. the  f i r s c  stuay. 
Shrubs at Rideau Hall cover ehree percent of the s i t e .  This figure may be 
.dseful in i..- ,, ,ure comparative s tudies. In te ras  t i n g l y ,  shrubs occÿpy as x = h  
or m e  site as do tne bul la ings  and wice as mucn grouna as do 
grolindcovsrs . Roadn; and parhs by contrast cover approximarrily welvc 
percent of t he  site. 

On the following pages îs the planting p l a n  and plant list for the 
terrace gazdens on the W e s t  side of Rideau Hall. These gardens have Seen 
modified throughout  its history to inc lude less planr mareriai of che 
'kitchen variety' such as vegetables and vineries and more of the  
arnamen ta1 varier-. 
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The i r ivet icory or' grouncicovers iids ~ e e n  subaiv iaea  into t w o  
categories: flowering pe renn ia l  plants  and t u r f .  T h e s e  are also ranked by 

---. yuact;ty Ir, daszezSing zrUix. e h ,  f lûwe=lnç pereru?izls cc-.*er 1.5 
percent of tne orounus  ana  mrf, sixty percenr of rhe g r o u n ~ s .  

A l s c  included in the charts below are che landscaps areas in whith 
the flowering perenniais and classes o f  turf are found. A map showinq the  
l = c z t i = ~  of the grcxmdcevers ZE the Picleaii u a l l  s i r e  is f2ur.d =r. rhe 
Eollowing page. 

FLOWERING PERENNIALS PLANTS 
1 

1 m2 1 Botanical Name 1 conmon ~ a m e  1 zones 1 
,l. 340. 3 1 Pachysandra terminalis 1 Japanese spurqe 1 AS. Cl 
1.294.21 I Rock garden plants  1 Cl 1 

1 8S0.û 1 ! Natura i i red  aaf f o ~ i i s  / . - 1 
AL 

i 7 2 4 . 6  I 1 F l o w e r  beds iannuals! 1 C l  I 

[ 455 .i 1 Csnü-âlhria m a j ü l i j  ! L ~ L V  cf =tLe va2;ey I 1 
I I - 

1 3 3 . 2  1 Polvoonurn sop. 1 Fleecef lower 1 t 

mhms ' [ L u i n u :  4 , 7 3 7 - 7  m2 
1 

I 

TTJRF 
I 

I t 

i iGi,6ê6.& i Deveioped turf - tlass I (Machine cut i  
1 5 , 4 R 7  .n 1 tlndev~lopad t u r f  - Mr'wPd stass ! 1 - 2 x . / v r !  A ? , f 3  ! 
1 23. a6i.û 1 Unaeveiopeà turf - i4aturaiized (max l x i y r i  I A3 I 

! T W A L :  191,030.8 m2 1 

The flowering perennials as l i s t e d  above are found in t h e  areas 
classified as bui ld ing  grounds for p u b l i c  assembly and as urban parklsnd. 
This corresponds to the prominent locations arounà the main resiàence and 
along the serpentine drive. These  flowering perennials are relatively high 



Appendix 13.7 PR.4CTICL'hI PRESEh".I\TION 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RIDEAU HALL ESTATE 
The significance of the Rideau Hall estate is that it is the o f f i d  residence of the 
Govemors General of Canada, since 1864. 
- The Governor General is the Queen's representative to Canada 
- The estate is Iocated at the terminus of the 'Ceremonhl Route' from Parliament 
W - it is an important qmbol of the prestige of the Governors General 

- As a result, it has traditiondy responded to the preferences and 
personalities of itç occupants. 

- the 2 significant ceremonies at Rideau Hall are the opening and dissolution of 
pariiament 
- the heritage value of Rideau Hall is another major element, as the grounds are a 
'Classifiedt heritage site by the Federal Heritge Buildings Review Office (FHBRO) 

"This designation s tates that "any significant and pemanen t changes to 
the grounds require review by this agency" 
- The grounds have also been designated a National Historic Site by the Kistoric 

Sites and Monuments Board of Canada. 

THE EVOLUTION OF THE RIDEAU HALL LANDSCAPE 
- the design of the Rideau HaU landsc. was modelled after the British landscape 
ideal because it was an integral part of the Govemors General cultural 
background. 
- the estate is an example of the landscape style of many country estates which 
conformed to the preceps of the English Landscape Style. 
- the characteristics of th& style induded: "expanses of rolling lawn, tree and 
shrub groupings, meandering paths, woodland, controlled vistas, and water 
interest" 
- the Picturesque Style that was incorporated into the English Landscape style in 

the mid-1800s was predorninant in the country estates dong the St. Lawrence in 
Canada. 
- the rugged nature of the Picturesque style was well suited to the Canadian 
landscape. 
- the Rideau Hall estate was a suitable canvass on whidi the pdette of the 
Picturesque SvIe combined well with a more pastoral approach to the layout of 
the landscape. 



-This variation of the British style, known as the Natual Style, was a popular 
landscape ideal that had been weii established on many private estates 
throughout Great Britain and in other estates in North America. 

SIGNIFICANT PERIODS LN THE EVOLUTION OF THE RIDEAU HALL 
LANDSCAPE 
- There are 3 significant periods in the evolution of the estate: 

1) The first period encompasses Governor General Monck's residence 
between 1864 and 1868 

- A new avenue approach was built; a cricket field laid out; fann sector 
enhanced; conservatory and s e ~ c e  greenhouse built; the orriamental gardens 
were laid out; the vegetable garden re-established in an oudying field; Rideau 
Cottage was buiit; and fencing and paths were installed throughout the grounds; 
and a forest of hees planted on the boundaries of the estate. 

2) The second signif. penod in the R H  landsc. occurred betw. 1900 and 1916. 
The major idterations occurred rnainly in the Rivate Chmamental Gardens. 

- The 2 signif. individiduals that were responsible were Lady Minto (189% 
1904) and Lady Grey (1904-1911). 
- Lady Grey oversaw the construction of the greenhow complex and 

fiower borders 

- The Duke of Comaught (1911-1916) altered the grounds dramatically 
- he had the enhance widened and had many trees planted and removed. 
- and meated 2 terraces which extended the ornamental gardens 

southwards into the parkland area 

3) Lady Byng was third person involved in the aiteration of the grounds. 
- the rodcery installed at the southern dope of the gardens - located betw. 

the lower lawn and the bowling green 
- New plantings were also added to the ornamental gardens and flower beds 
were aeated on the upper terrace 

*Following the Byng and Willingon eras up to the present day, the layout of the 
Rideau H. landsc. did not change as significantly. 



%e 3 main periods of change to the R.H. landsc. coinaded W. the growing 
interest in gardening and horticulture throughout Canada 
- Frorn the late 1800s to the 1920s, the beautification movement had enormous 
impact on Canadian society. 
- This was evident in both private residences, as well as on vice-regal residences 
throughout Canada. 

THE HISTORIC ZONES OF THE RIDEAU HALL LANDSCAPE 

- The grounds of Rideau Hall were originally comprised of 5 distinct zones. 
1. Wooded Entrance and Approach 
2 Parkland 
3. Fannland 
4, natural woodland to the northwest 
5. the Private Ornamental Gardens 

Rideau Hall differs from the British model in these ways: 
1). It located on the peripheries of a major city and center of gov't 

- The estate codd not expand beyond its boundaries. Therefore, the 5 
historic zones were compressed within the 87 acres of the estate 
2). R-H. 's primary functions as a vice-regal residence 

- The landscape features that are a part of the estate were a result of the 
ceremonial and pnvate requirements that were instrumental for the Governor 
General, 
3). Many of the various Governors General have left some mark or other on the 
landscape within their period of residence. 

- As a result, the estate bears the "additive quaiity of landscape planning" 
from the grounds king aitered. 

4). RH also differed fiom the British model as 7 distinct zones have been 
identified within the landsc, 

*Four of these zones have remained intact 
- The 5th zone has k e n  phased out as farming practices on the estate have 

ceased, 
(maintenance, operations and administration are on site) 
5). The Canadian dimate and d t u r e  is unique fIom the British model, as winter 
acüvities would be unheard of on the British country estate 



The Private Ornamental Gardens 
- reveal the most notable historicd evol'n withh the Rideau Hall estate 
- the gardens are of a typical mid-Victorian garden layout, but it is less omate 
than British country estates. 
- The evol'n of the Priv. Onamental Gardens began in 1864. 
- Traditionauy, the flower gardens were sited near the house on a parterre or 
terrace planted with flowers. 
- The tenace was shaped uito a geometnc pattern and --as popular in the 17th c. 
and revived in the 19th c. in Britain - the plan of the beds in the POG followed 
these garden practices. 
- The interest in ornamental gardens was visible in many private residences 
throughout Canada during the 19th century. 

The Main Terrace - consists of the: 
lower terrace; the Lady Byng Rock Garden; and the Michener Rockery 

- the signifmnt additions to the gardens are: 
The Connaught terraces; the Lady Byng Rock Garden; and Michener's 
Rockery 

-the constant alterations that have occurred in the Main Terrace: are the flower 
bed planting scheme; the rockeries; and the pergolas. 
- important elements of the Main Terrace: are the terraces; numerous pergolas 
that have existed; and the herbaceous borders 

Lady Byng Rcxk Garden (1923-26) 
- Located in the east side of the Main Terrace 
- replanted in 1955 and 1963 

Michenerts Rockery (1%81971) 
- located in the west side of the Main Terrace - replaced former dopes of lawn. 

The waU and terrace created by Duke of Connaught (1911-1916) 
- consists of grassed plots W. a row of maples and presently, flower beds. 

*mer the years there has been a constant search for enclosure within the formal 
gardem. 



- from the 1860s to 1911 - the space was onented dong an east-west axis - the 
design was not of a sipunetrical layout. 
- the eye was guided by enclosure: cedar hedge and trees of the upper tenace; 
and the cedar hedge and borders of the lower terrace. 

The Main Terrace has k e n  more omately embellished than other areas within 
the Private Ornanienta1 Gardens 
- during Lord Monck's era, the beds were formed inio shapes such ds stars, fleur 
de lys, and maltese crosses. 
- during Lord Byng's era - Lady Byng combined the pergola W. borders and 
spechen trees. 

- the pergola was a popular garden element frorn 1911 to 1920s. 
- the layout of the flower borders in the lower terrace was established 
pnor to 1940 in the pattern that is still retained. 
- the Duke of Comaught's decision to realign the garden by a secondary axis to 
the south caused the sense of enclosure to be altered, 

- the expansion the gardens southward dianged the emphasis of the east -west 
axis 

- the pergolas offered a sense of enclosure without blocking the axis down the 
new terraces. 

*the need to define the Main Terrace with gardens elements, such as plant 
material and the pergolas - the vertical elements provided a sense of enclosure 
and guided the views within the gardens. 

SITE: CO- PANEL 

Rideau Hall is situated at the terminus of Confederation Blvd. 
- The dose proximity to the Prime Minister's residence, Parliament W, and 
other official residences and embassies 
- Rideau Hall is also is a heritage landmark. 

Confederation Blvd.: 
- is the symbolîc route that connects the signifiant sites W. one another 



- the front gates of RH is the node that acts both as a terminus and a beginning to 
the Governor Cenerai's estate. 

CURRENT USE 
(SEE SITE ANALYIS PANEL IV) 

Enh). - the point of entry into tht! hZain Terrace is dong the path next to the Faim 
House. The formal entry for the Governors General and guests would be from 
the upper terrace path, down the stairs between the Michener's Rodcery. 

Pedestrian Circulation 
- the pedestrian access into the POG is restricted to visitors with the guided 
tours 
- the access is lirnited to the paths within the Main Terrace surroundhg the 
lower terrace, the Lady Byng Rock Garden and the Michener Rockery 

HISTORIC VALUE OF ARTIFACTS iMTXIN THE MAIN TERRACE 

The artifacts that have k e n  left as reminders of the Govemors General in 
residence over the years indude: 
- the stone bench in the Lady Byng Rock Garden (1950s) 
- the stone bench next to the pet cemetery (of an unknown date) 
- the two fish ponds - one in the Lady Byng Rock Garden and the other located in 
Midiener's Rockery. 
- another fish pond that was previously in the Michener Rockery was removed 
at an unknown date. 
-The value of the various historic artifacts wlc.ithin the ornamental gardens is due 
to the fa& that many of these have been placed w/in the site by the various 
Governors General and their families. 



CONSERVATION STRATEGY 

Through the research and analysis phase of the Main Terrace, it was discovered 
that the most useful conservation strategy is the adaptive rehabilitation 
approach. 

SEE PANEL: SITE INVENTORY & ANALYSE IV 

- In order to examine the site and to h d  the most suitable conservation 
treatment for the Main Terrace, 3 altemate approaches were investigated 
prior to the design phase. These conservation strategies are: presewation, 
restoration, and reconstniction 

- Because of the nature of the site, the estate serves as the vice-regal residence 
of the Governors General, it is not static. Therefore, the adaptive 
rehabilitation treatment was applied for the design phase, as the historic 
elements of the site are incorporated into the third design option. 

The f h t  2 design explorations were intended to be at a less detailed level, with 
the emphasis king piaced on the preferred design option - An Adaptive 
Rehabilitation Approach for the Main Terrace. 

This modification of the Main Terrace will protect the hiçtonc charader, 
wMe addressing the contemporary needs of the site. 
By protecting the existing fabric and inhoduchg some dianges that are 
compatible with the site, such as additions of historic elements and 
alterations, this treatment will protect the significant cultural value of the 
Main Terrace, 
The conservation of the Main Terrace cannot be addressed without 
considering the present day needs: to meet the requirements of the Govemor 
General in residence; and to protect the Main Terrace from Mppropriate 
additions or alterations that do not respect the significance of the estate. 

The key issues and concems that were identified for the Main Terrace 
through the research and analysis phase of the study, led to the conceptual 
design exploration. 
This phase incorporated the various site characteristics of the Main Tenace 
with the historic artifacts and elements that have existed at one t h e .  



Design Recommendations: 
- the 3 design approadies that have been investigated are: 
- 
DESIGN OETION 1: based on the 1W century Tradition 

(SEE PANEL VI) 

DESIGN OPTION 2: a more contemporary approach that was investigated 
to illustrate Uie greater contrat in t h e  existing site diaractz. 

(SEE PANEL VU) 

The final approach, DESIGN OPTION 3: An Adaptive Rehabilitation 
Approach for the Main Terrace incorporates the existing site character, as well 
as the significant historic elements that have k e n  present within the site. 

Because the Rideau Hall estate is not a static entity and wiU continue to 
evolve over tirne, the development of the Private Ornamental Gardens could 
continue southward in the Connaught terrace - (the area of the croquet lawn 
and tennis courts). 
All design options eliminate the use of lawn as the surface treatment for the 
10 wer tenace. 
Historically, each era moved toward the omamentation of the iawn surface. 
In all of the design options, the lawn has been replaced with other plant 
material to create a patternhg and texture to this area. 
This is a response for the need to create a sense of enclosure with the 
addition of flower beds and other plant material within the lower terrace. 

DESIGN OPTION 1: The 1 9  Centary Tradition (1500 scale) 
(SEE PANEL: VI) 

thiç design was an exploration of the various historic elements that have been 
and are presently signihcant to the evolution of the Main Terrace. 
The 3 significant periods of the evolution of the Main Tenace: the Byng, the 
Connaught; and the Michener eras. Within these periods, the site wTas 

drastically altered through the various additions and expansions that 
occurred over tîme. 

By incorporating some of the histonc elements, such as the decorative 
pergolas and patterns that existed in the lower terrace - the design exhibits 
more characteristics of the style and penod of that t h e .  



- This design option proposed that the ornamental gardens continue into the 

areas of the Connaught terrace. 
- The relocation of the croquet lawn and tennis court would allow for thiç 

southward expansion of the formal gardens. 

DESIGN OETION 2: A Contemporary Appmach (1:500 scale) 
(SEE PANEL VII) 
- This design approach is in contrast to the above design in that a 

contemporary approach was taken in the design with very little 
incorporation of historic themes or elements. 

- The approach was explored in order to show the resulting contrast if the 

historic elements were not incorporated into the overall design. 
- The design proposes the creation of a labyrinth (approx.7 feet in height) in 

the lower terrace area. The plant material forming the labyrinth doses off the 
views and vistas within the Main Terrace, and is therefore not respectful of 
the existing symmetry of the site. 

- The design option explores the continuation of the fomal gardens into the 

Connaught terrace - the area of the croquet lawn and tennis courts, as well. 

DESIGN OPTION 3: 
AN ADAPIlVE REHABiLITATION APPROACH FOR THE h&UN TERRACE 

(=LE 1250) 

The preferred design option is the adaptive rehabilitation approach in the 

conservation of the main terrace. 
This approach would accommodate the contemporary alterations and 
additions without altering the signhcant historie features or materials within 
the site. 
The adaptive rehabilitation approach for the Main Terrace is a response to 
the contemporary needs of the site, while respecting and incorporahg the 
elements that have historic value. 
The design proposal incorporates the artifacts in the Main Terrace that have 
signiEicant historie value. 
These h c t s  are: 

- the stone bench in the Lady Byng Rock Garden 
- the stone bench adjacent to the pet cemetery 
- the fish ponds in the rock gardas 



- the marün house 
- The proposal also recommends addition of a second h h  pond, that had 

previously existed in the Michener Rockery, but was removed at an 

unknown date. 

The proposed design incorporates historic elernents, such as the pergolas and 
patterns that existed during the late 19th and early 20" century. 

the pergolas that at one time were constnicted dong the southern paths of 

the lower terrace, was a response to the need to aeate a sense of endosure 
within the formal gardens. 
With the addition of the pergola and the proposed cedar maze (3 42 feet in 
height), these elernents create buth a sense of enclosure and visual interest 
within the gardens. 
The field of vision is uninterrupied with the proposed cedar maze. 
The cedar maze incorporates the historical and cultural cornponentî of the 
vice-regal residence - begiiuiing with the Ma&y era and followed by the 
succession of Govemon General over the yens 
This is achieved through the proposai of incorporating cast bronze busts of 
the past and present Governors General into niches that are carved out of the 
walls of the cedar maze. 
By incorporating these sculptures that represent each of the Govemors 
General, a cultural and historical reference contributes to the sense of place in 
a direct manner. 
A plaque bearing a brief history of the individual's contriiution to the 
evolution of the Main Terrace would accompany each of the busts, aeated 
by Canadian artists. 

The busts are nestled within these niches and are sited dong the pathway 
within the maze - which may be entered from various openings. 
The subtle placement of the busts- as an integrated element, as opposed to 
be i~g  a focal point within the garden, introduces an element of surprise to 
the observer. 
The proposed design for the Main Terrace reduces the amount of lawn area 

by expanding the formal beds with an edge of boxwood (1 42 feet in height). 
The repetition of globe cedars planted into the beds becomes a visual 
co~ect ion with the existing globe cedars in the bed dong the Connaught 
wall. 



- The addition of coniferous trees, shnibs and fruit trees into the fomal beds 
increases the visual interest throughout the year and aeates a seme of 
balance within the Main Terrace. 

- As well, perennials complement the existing plantings within the site. 
- The design proposes the use of plant material in keeping with the exiscisting 

colour scheme and sale of the existing planthgs within the h d y  Byng Rock 
Garden and Michener Rockery. 

CONCLUSIONS / RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Main Terrace has maintained its historic integrity with the everchanging 
contemporary demands that have occurred over the years. 

This area of study is a fascinating site, because of the historie and cultural 
value that are present and the issues and concerns that are presently evident. 
The intent of this study is to achieve a balance between the present needs and 
desires of the site, with the past. 
For many years, the Rideau Hall estate has been a unique site within the 
region, as it is an opporhinity to observe the hyout of a Canadian country 
estate model, containing the historic zones - speafically, the Pnvate 
Ornamental Gardens. 
In examining the Main Terrace, it is evident that there are many factors that 
needed to be addressed: 

- The historic evolution of the Private Ornamental Gardens 
- The historic value of the Main Terrace 
- The m e n t  concerns and demands that affect the site. 

The Adaptive Rehabatation Approach is the most appropriate treatment for 
the Main Terrace and the private ornamental gardens. 
- This is due to the fact that Rideau Hail is not ody an historic site and is 

dynamic; it is a vice-regal residence and the needs and requirements are 
changing every few years. 

- The concems that the Rideau Hall estate now faces greatly differ from those 

concerns a century ago. 
- For example, there is presently a greater concem for the personal security of 
the Governors GeneraL 



In discussion with many individu& who have been involved with the Rideau 
Hall estate for the past several years, it is apparent that there does not exist a 
formai procedure for the recordhg of archival work that has occurred on the 
grounds. 

It is essential that an accurate method of dommenthg the various historic 
artifacts within the Rideau Hall estate be implemented. 
There is little record, for example, of historic plans of the initial installation of 
the Lady B p g  R d  Garden or t he  Sdiener Rodtery. 
As well, there has been little consideration of the impact that the many 
alterations and additions may have had on the estate, as a whole. 
There needs to be a common concern for the overall estate that will ensure 
that it does not experience m e r  drastic dianges to the grounds. 




