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HOYALES:
WINE, ART, LAMB

(The expatriate
view of village
life. Drawing by
Félix San Martin,
1978.)
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"HOYALES

This is a study, in historical, geographical and political
perspective, of the material conditions of life of the people of
Hoyales, a minifundist agricultural community in the district of
Roa., province of Burgos, region of 0ld Ca.stile, as I saw them
between 1975 and 1978, when tra_d'it_ional structures were developing

a crisis at all levels of Spanish society.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

"It is not the consciousness of men that determines their
existence, but their social existence that determines
their consciousness." (Karl Marx: Preface to The Critique,)

This thesis is based on two periods of field-work totalling
‘about one and half years, between 1975 and 1978, in a medium sized
minifundist village in 0ld Castile, Spain, I gratefully thank my

wife's parents for lodging and feeding us.

Fieldwork
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In spite of what might appear to be an overly critical
description of Hoyales and its inhabitants; I thoroughly enjoyed my
stay in the village, and would be happy of a possibility to settle
there;-so long as I could earn abliving some ofher way than farming!

I do not possess the ideology required for the back-breaking work,

insecure profits, and continual aggressive defense of besieged intefests.
In an attempt to understand these basic facts of a farmer's existence, -
I 6ccasionally gave some villagers an unskilled and feeble helping
hand, This sort of 'field! work is hard, but fun--for anyone not
facing the prospect of having to do it every day for £ifty years with
never a vacation,

The experience was furthermore useful by helping break down
barriers to communication, and giving me experience and interests in

-l-



common with the villagers. On the other hand, as a foreigner, my
interesté were not in conflict with theirs, nor was I a prying
government agent. Nevertheless, Castilian vil;agers are very closed
and suspicious people, and I was certainly not inﬁndated with would-be
informants, Curiously, I was better accepted by most villagers when
I returned for a second stay in Hoyales, after sixteen months' absence.
Very few villagers understood what I was there for, or seemed
to care. My thanks to those who volunteered information and help,

and answered my questions. The young mayor, José-Félix, was especially

kind and knowledgeable. All the civil and ecclesiastical authorities,
at every level from village to provihdial capital, were most correct
. and helpful., I apologize to all my informants for the voluminous
data which is not directly used in this report, but assure them that §
without it I could not have strived for depth and perspective and an
understanding of their culture.

Most of whatever understanding of the culture I have, however, ;
came indirectly, by incidental participation in work and leisure, when
conversation and behaviour tend to be less guarded, especially as I

rarely asked direct questions or took notes in public. Residing with

my in-laws, I was also lucky enough to be offered a glimpse of intimate
family life, admittedly subjective; but this was of course my only

opportunity to Observe a generationally and sexually composite group.

As few urban professionals reside any longer in the village,
I was spared over-exposure to views which have probably biased many
an ethnographic study, as most members of this class have a’ surprising

lack of understanding of rural conditions in Spain, considering many




of them are of peasant origin, This class is the most indoctrinated
by the numbing dominant ideology, which is symbolized by a monstrous
statue in the north of Burgos province, dedicated to The Shepherd--a
cynical hoax pretending to honour the poorest class of Spaniards.
The sentimental and paﬁernalistic prose of the 'professionals'
glorifying the noble peasant contrasts with their unjust criticism
of so-called apathetic, traditionalist farmers (Aceves, 197k:45).

As for fhe feasants, though they modestly defer to their
'educated' urban relatives and have only a subjective view of their
own and nationﬁl cultures, they are usually not as mystified by
reality. Indeed, for a country so full of myths as Spain, where only
the use and abuse of power is not mystified, many peasants are
amazingly cynical in their awareness of reality.

The anthropological researcher is therefore obviously going
to receive wildly varying information, according to the class,
education and interests of the source. Not that there ié usually a
deliberate intent by informants to misinform, However, the history
of Spain has given any information a disproportionéte value, related
to power and fear; Any information which could possibly implicate an
informant will always be hidden or doctored. I had difficulties
finding out for instance about the Republic and the Civil War, and
not necessarily because of failing mémories. In Spain, The Truth is
relative, or even irrelevant. Amazingly, I cannot recall many other
ethnographers admiﬁting to these difficulties in Spain, although
every researcher does comment on the inadequacy of Spanish statistics:

their drawback is that their éompilers seem unaware of their purpose
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and attempt to balance‘the figures as though they were account books,

I did in fact have some additional difficulties in the
collection of data, Official sources were often dispersed, incomplete,
and e&en contradicted or duplicated each‘other with different results,
Fernando Molinero kindly helped me in this respect by allowing me to
copy some of his data compiled from official sources., Dr. Michael
Kenny and Dr., Oriol Pi-Sunyer gave me help with bibliographic sources,
almost indispenseble because of the wide variety and enormous quantity
of these, This massivé volume of data was actually a serious
difficulty. Furthermore, in 'complex' societies, non-ethnographic
literature and the press must be taken into consideration.

As for the reticence of most villagers to impart all sorts of
information, this is of course understandable., But on the innumerable
occasions when I was allowed to participate in unguarded conversations,
I must admit to not always understanding the villagers' frames of
reference., Their conversations often assume an intimate knowledge of
the territory and its inhabitants: over 500 persons, 100 houses and
5000 fields. Although embarrassingly descriptive nicknames are common,
an individual is invariably described in terms of his property,
usually his residence, and his kinship. This makes good sense within
the village framework, as the household unit actually is the nuclear
 family with its.productive property, or at least was so in traditional
society,

But the village was too large for me as a newcomer suddenly
to absorb all this knowledge by which every individual is classified.

Though the great majority of villagers are agriculturalists, the
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ddeology of each lies on a continuﬁm'between the conditions of
traditional peasantry and modern commercial farming. My generali-
zations occasionally fail to distinguish these important differences
between individuals, and this should be borne in mind whenever I
describe any behaviour as 'typical' of the majority of villagers of gﬁ;f
Hoyales, or indeed of Castile, or even of Spain, thus ignoring
regional and class differences, following the lax example of most

social scientists writing about Spain since Kant in 1800.

Nevertheless, and iﬁ spite of my difficulties, I eventually

accumulated a massive and complex volume of data, so vast that it
determined my method for analyzing and writing up my research. Incap-
able of taking too many factors into account at a time, I decided

to avoid referring to the published anthropological literature dealing
with Spain, wntil a first draft of the thesis was complete,

Although the data and analysis were almost entirely original,

a comparison between my draft thesis and the published literature on
Spain soon revealed that my description of the culture of a minifundist
village and the problems caused by modernization was amazingly similar

to the gfeat majority of the published ethnographical literature on

Spain, Incredibly, most of the problems, values, behaviour, ete.,
were similar, regardless of regional and structural differences.
These accounted for minor changes within the general pattern; for

example, differences in ecology or inheritance rules, or communal

property promoting solidarity;

Spanish Ethnology: A Brief Critique

Of course, every single formal anthropological study on Spain
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has been published in the last tﬁentyhfive years, coinciding exactly
in time with the present rural 'crisis'. Since the 1954 publication
of the first study of a Spanish village (by Pitt-Rivers), the anthro-
pological literature, mostly.Anglophone, has gradusdlly grown to
voluminous pr0portions;' At least thirteen commumity studies have
been published so far in English in monograph form, nine of these
within the present decade; and mére monographs are probably in press.
Furthermore, within the past two decades, over fifty articles on
rural Spain have appeared in established anfhropological journals, or
in\conjunction with other reports on European or Mediterranean
peasantry., 1In additionm, from a list drawn up by Kenny (1972b) of U.S.
university researchers in Spain, more than twenty have, so far as I
am awafe,.not yet published their results,

With respect to anthropological research published in
Spanish, during the long, dark period of "academic arteriosclerosis"
(Caro 1974:11), which lasted from the Civil War until the 1960 s, Caro
Baroja was the ione Spanish social scientist. The first of the new
generation of Spanish anthropologists had to go for their training
to the U.S. or Britain (e.g. Lisén-Tolosana), until Esteva succeeded
in opening the first school of anthropological studies in Madrid
(Kenny 1972b:82). Pérez-Diaz, a rural sociologist, published a well-
researched study of a Castilian village in‘l966. I am aware of only
three anthropological monographs published in Spanish during the
present decade. Howe#er, the Centro de Etnologfa Peninsular of the
University of Barcelona has been publishing a specialized journal,

Ethnica, since 1971,




T e e

-7 -

This recent renaisance in research and field-work in the
humanities led to my coinciding with three other researchers, all
doing field-work in the same district simultaneously with me. They
were: Fernando Molinero of the University of Valladolid (Hﬁman
.Geography), José-David Sacristén of the University of Barcelona
(Archaeology), and Manolo Cantera from the Universidad Complutense
in Madrid (Cultural Anthropology: Housing and settlement patterns).
The findings of these excellent colleagues will be referred to
throughout this report, wherever relevant. It is curious that the
first-ever serious research in the area should have been carried out
by so many people simultaneously. The only previous academic work
on the district is a 'History' of famous persons by Zamora (1965),
commissioned by the local and provincial authorities.

There is ﬁhus a vast and growing body of anthropological
literature on rurél Spain, much of it of excellent descriptive quality.
The situation and problems, life-style and ritual, values and behaviour,
family and corporate organization, modernization and migration,
individualism and patronage, egalitarianism and envy, and of course,
honour and shame, virginity, and bars, and tourism--all these and many
other topics héve been fully and elegantly described. However, the
relevance of many of thede subjects, the focuses of some of the studies,
and much of the analysis, should all be critically examined.

It would seem that ﬁnfortunately, many of the models and
methods employed by the majority of anthropologists for dealing with
complex societies are inadequate, lacking in perspective, and usually |

unable to offer any empirical explanation for what is reported.
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As Freeman suggests: "...many of our village studies to date
terminate where they do for reasons of eﬁpediency rather than
analytic closure " (1973:748). "It is bardly surprising that no
European commmity has been thoroughly analyzed with reference to mare
than a fraction of the sources concerning it," for "we are faced with
a staggering richness of material" (Freeman 1973:Til). Kenny suggests
team work as a poésible solution to the methodological dilemma of
marrying "the highly intensive studies of small wnits with data from
secondary sources of larger levels of the society" (1972a:32).
Terrades suggests thé creation of a new methodology for studying
peasant societies, to replace the one developed for the study of
"primitive" cultures. (1972:220),

Many of the findings and conclusions, and even some descriptions,
in the anthropologicel literature on Spain are gradually coming under
attack and reinterpretation by anthropologists themselves.

Barrett (1972) believes that the concepts of interclass
intimacy and equality have been confused in the literature on Spain
(e.g. by Pitt-Rivers and f(enny), suggesting instead that "it is precisely
the fact that Spanish society has Been 80 highly stratified that has
permitted such a high degree of interclass intimacy" (p. 387).

Aceves (1974) contends that the individualism of the Spaniard
as commonly depicted in the literature (e.g. Lisén-Tolosana, ete.) is
merely defensive role playing, Individuaiism is in fact a powerful
myth about themselv'es‘promoted by Spaniards. to ez{'plain their behavior
and their own share »of their problems. This so-called individualism

would be better described as "familial particularism" (Pérez-Diaz 1976:125),
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'Familial particularism' would, incidentally, be a less
prejudicial expression than Banfield's notorious term, 'Amoral
familism'; Banfield, who worked in neighbouring Italy, believes
that a set of values, which he called 'amoral familism', impede economic
progress, Another model to explain peasant behaiiour is the Image
of Limited Good, developed by'Foster,.who wa.s 1ncidenta11y.the first
North American anthropologist to do research in Spain,

Limited Good and familism (or individualism) may be generally

N

accurate descriptions of peasant values and behaviour, However, they

;gj' account only for the symptoms, rather than the causes., Even as
idealistic analyses they fall short by ethnocentrically failiﬁg to
take into account that these aspects of peasant behaviour may be
shared with the dominant elite., To paraphrase Marx, the values of |
the dominant class.are the dominént-values--the model for behaviour.
Several monographs on Spaﬁish ethnography (Aceves 1971la; Terrades 1973;

Brandes 1975a) have attempted to analyze their good descriptive data

using Foster's and Banfield's concepts.

Other analytical constructs commonly used in the anthropological

literature on Mediterranean peasantries are Honour and Shame (especially

Pitt-Rivers 1971), and Patron-Client relations (Kenny 1966; Barrett 1974).
Again, these are explanations of behaviour by value-systems. These
values are indeed still relevant (though less so with increasing

modernization), but I do not believe they are determining factors in

behaviour. Rather, as discussed further on, they can perhaps be better
understood as indicators of status and wealth.

These idealistic methods of analysis by value-systems unfortunately
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‘tend to magnify ideology out of all proportion, to more important

that it is in reelity. A major pedblem of enalyzing data on the

basis of existing anthropological literature is the very real danger

of perpetuating established interests and interpretations. A great
many monographs (e.g. Lisén 1966; Barrett 197k4; Luque 1974) seem to
waiver between a materialist and an idealist analysis, finally taking
the latter direction, perhaps because of the influence of dominant
anthrdpological theory,‘to the body of which their research is

expected to contribute, |

| On the ether hand, many researchers using idealistic analysis
have tended to underestimate the relevance and importance of observable
social reality, if this reality is rejected or denied by official or
even by folk ideology. An example of this contradiction, noted by
Barrett (197&:16—17), concerns social differences and stratification.
The ideology of the culture of most villages in the northern half of
Spain is strongly egalitarian, supposedly overriding even wealth
differences. Barrett eventually managed to prove that villagers do in
fact behave towards others following a subconscious system of social
stratificatien.

Although formal class divisions are not really applicable

within the peasant class, and the family is the unit of solidarity,

I found in Hoyales evidence of social stratification and discrimination;
however, this was always disguised and rarely admitted. Nevertheless,
almost all anglophone anthropologists deny the existence of analytically
definable intra-communal social divisions (c.f. Aceves 1971a;

Brandes 1975a; Douglass 1969; Freeman 1970; Kenny 1966; Pitt-Rivers 1971).
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Many other researchefs are simply not concerned about peasant
stratification (Christian 1978; Aguilera 19783 Terrades 1973;
Foster 1953; Kasdan 1965; de Miguel 1969; Caro Baroja 1968) which
is their privilege--though this lack of concern is itself a statement,
It would in fact be easier to mention the few anthropologists who
have;taken into consideration the social stratification in rural
Spaiﬁ:' Lisdn (1966), Moreno (1972a), Hansen (1969), Barret (1974),
and Gilmore in all his publications. |

‘ Gilmore has in fact published (1976) a scathing criticism of
the analytical models used by most other anthropologists in Spain:‘

Similar findings and conclusions have led to the construction

of models of social dynamics which stress community cohesion-

and integration.... We suggest that a failure to consider

the variables of class consciousness and class conflict in

Spain is responsible for the inadequacy of these general-

izations. (Gilmore 1976:89) .
He shows the irrelevance for his Andalucian agro-town of three of the
'sacred cows' of Iberian ethnology, which are claimed to fortify
communal solidarity. Disagreeing with Pitt-Rivers and Kenny, Gilmore
claims that patronage "butiresses" (p. 96) social.stratification and
separation. He opposes the "disintegrative role of religion”" (p. 97)
in his stratified village to Freeman's (1968 a & b) model of 'religious-
territorial corporacy'. And he believes (pp. 98-99) that social
divisions overshadow the community spirit, or 'sociocentrism', which
Caro Baroja, Kénny, Christian and others believe to be of importance,

In éupport of Gilmore, my own data from a minifundist village

ﬁould seem to back his criticism of these models. However, my

supporting data.would invalidate his explanation for the differenqes

between his data and the findings of other anthropologists., He
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generously assumes these differences to be due to the dominant focus
by anthropologists on Redfieldian 'little-folk-peasant-communities':
"I'wenty-six of the twenty-seven studies for which we have published
data take place in relatively small rural communities" (Gilmore 1976:89).
Freeman also suggests that size of population is a determinant of
the structure (1968b:477).

Gilmore claims that, "As a result of the small-village focus,
twenty one studies take place in the egalitarian North of the
peninsula, where land is evenly distributed,... Twenty two studies
take place in the marginal 'sierras'" (1976:101). Gilmore cannot be
faulted for having obviously been ﬁildly misled by the literature on
small villages. Though the inequality of social reality is far less
blatant and exaggerated in minifundist villages than in the agro-towns
of Andalucia, I would hazard the claim that social stratification and
unequal distribution of land existed in some relevant degree in all
the Spanish yillages in the literature, at the time of their study by
anthropologists., Differences may 5e along a continuum rather than
sharply divided, but are observable--especially between the two
extremes of the continuum--in certain social relations, e.g. marriage
alliances.

The choice by so many anthropologists of marginal mountain
villages ought to be explained b& them in méthodolOgical terms, which
has never to my knowledge beeﬁAthe case, The only two reasons
occurring to me would appear to indicate a disturbingly deliberate
choice of un—typical villages fitting an idealized model, Sierra
villages are more isolated from modernization and the infiuence of

the centralizing nation-state. Also, they often display more éommnnal




solidarity and integration due to the unusual persistence of common
municipal property which was not alienated during the enclosure
movements of the last century, for reasons not explained but prob-
ably resulting from their isolation and unprofitability.,

Goldkind suggests another possible reason for the distortion
of the literatures "the sources of the inclination of many anthro-
pologists to view peasant communities as 'homogeneous' lie more in
particular theoretical commitments tban in the data themselves"
(1965). This does not indicate intellectual dishonesty but rather
& serious . deficiency in the analytical models used by many anthro-
pological researchers in Spain,

Indeed, many Spanish academics have long been critical of the
orientations and methods of foreign anthropologists working in Spain. ’
Of.course, Spanish anthropologists are just as vulnerable as others
to particular theoretical commitments, and, though they may avo.id
many of the mistakes made by foreigners, thejr often suffer from an
additional disadvantage of lack of perspective, and are more influ-
enced by national myths.

Caro Baroja's question to one of the earliest American resear-
chers in Spain is tantalizing: "Are the Nuer more relevant to present-
day Andaluces than the Moriscos?" (Caro 197%4:13; my translation¥*), He
. claims that “research is differeht among a people without historical
documents from research of a people with abundant and even excessive -

documentation" (1974:13). Freeman agrees that "'the field' to the

*All translations from Spanish and French in this thesis are
mine, unless indicated otherwise in the bibliography.
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Europeénist must include the libraryVAS well as the village" (1973 :7hk).
Kenny (1972a) suggests that anthropologists should not ignore the work
of other social scientists, and should even pay attention to the arts
and literature. Moreno gomplains of this lack of attention to other
sources by foreign anthropologists (1972b:167). He furthermore stresses
the necessity for a wider social perspective in space and time (p. 172):
i.e. the local district, the national situation and institutions, and
the history of the region. As Shanin puts it: "Regional differences
among peasants reflect to a large extenﬁ their diverse histories"
(1971:16). Krbeber insisted that "an adequate understanding of its
[i.e. a society's] present necessarily involves knowledge of its past"
(1966:137).

In view of the above, one would expect most énthr0pologists
to have paid more attention to local and national history than they
ﬁave in fact done, and to have searched for explanations in the history.
Amazingly, only Moreno and Hansen seem to have attempted this, Freeman,
Luque and Lisdén limit themselves to local community history; and Pitt-
Rivers relegates the subject to an appendix. Both he and Lisén seem
to be using history merely to show the traditional profundity and
invariability of certain cultural traité.

Some of these romantic idealizations need putting into
historical perspective., Of all writers, only Pérez-Diaz recognizes
that *traditional' rural society emerged as recently as the second half
of the 19th century (1976:126). Unfortunately for his otherwise
excellent materialistic analysis, he fails to take history into further

consideration.
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Another idemlistic generalization is 'Spanishness', or regional
ethnicity. Esteva (1972), a Cataldn, proposes research on the two
levels of regional ethnicity and national institutions. The influence
of the State is difficult to avoid in a discussion of modernization and
migration, and has as such been discussed by most'anthrOpologists, but
only Hansen's monograph attempts this within a historical-materialist
framework.

As for the'all-too-eQSy trap of ethnicity, be it Catalan,
Spanishness, or Castilian, it only serves in reality to dbscuré the
condition of the peasantry, for ethnicity has become exaggeréted as an

ideological and political tool of the Grande Bourgeoisie (c;f. Hansen 1969) .

An Alternative Methoddidgz

A definition of Peasantry becomes necessafy here, to oppose to
the ideal of regional, classless ethnicity. To summarize Wolf
(1966:3—16): the peasantry is a pre;industrialAfdod-producing class
within a nation-state, the dominant class of which controls the surplus
produce, Of course, within a modernizing state, the pre-industrial
peasant becomes a commercial farmer; his surplus still ends up in the
control of the dominant class, but by a much more complex means.

Therefore, peasants should, it would seem, be studied and

‘analyzed within the terms of their definition, that is, their conditions
and history in rélation to the dominant society and its history (as
suggested by Peter J; Newcomer; personal communication)., This would
seem to be an appropriate method for analyzing the existence of rural
inhabitants, and their problems, behaviour and values., - The method is

certainly less speculative than relying only on the psychology or
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ideology of a people, as too many other researchers have tended to do.
After completing the first draft of my thesis, I returned to
the literature for explanations of the many problems I had observed.

The contradictions of Hoyales culture still seemed to make no sense:

most behaviour appeared to go against the ideal of existence, which is
the good life of more money and less work within a u?ited family and a
tranquil community (c.f. Aceves 1971b). Unfortunately, most of the
published literature dealing with Spain could offer no empirical explan-

ation satisfactory to me, I felt obliged to search for another, different

method of analysis, not hecessarily 'better', but hopefully a valid
complément to the traditional body of literature. In the search for
explanations for the problems of minifundism and of Hoyales in pértic-
ular, I had to look at the existing state system and its history, and
also the history of the village, the local district or comarca, and the.

region of 0ld Castile,

I attempt, given the limitations and difficulties mentioned
above, a synthesis of various academic sources and traditions, as a
partial explanation of the conditions of existence of the inhabitants of

Hoyales. This study is based upon the descriptive material in my draft

report, most of which bas had to be discarded, mainly for the usual,
unfortunate reasons of time and space, rather than analytic closure.
Fortunately, the gaps in my thesis are most adequately covered in the

writings of other Spanish anthropologists, to which I hope my analysis

is another, valid contribution.
My thanks to Antonio and Manolo for their time and effort in

reading and commenting on the draft report--and my apologies for
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discarding most of it. I am also most grateful to Fernando Molinero
for permitting me to copy his notes of archival documents concerning
Hoyales. Finally, I wish to thank my wife for her useful criticism

and invaluable moral support.




CHAPTER II
THE GEOGRAFPHICAL SETTING

“Esta es Castilla que face los omes e los gasta" (This is
Castile which makes men, and wears them out. El Cid

Campeador.)
0ld Castile _ ‘

From Madrid, the hain highway north to Cantabria and the French
border, climbs gently up, through the dreary, arid scenery of New
Castile, towards the Guadarrama mountain range dividing the Iberian
Plateau in two. About a hundred kilometres from the capital, the road
climbs a little more steeply to reach Sbmosierra Pass which, at an
altitude of 1450 metres above sea level, is often covered in snow
during Winter. North of the Pass, the highway again descends steeply
then ever more gently through yet more rolling arid scénery into the
mediaeval kingdom‘of 0l1d Castile,

0ld Castile, the dominant force behind the founding of the State
of Spain, is also the source of the dialect which became the national
language. It is defined geographically by the basin of the river Duero
(or Douro, from the golden brown colour of its waters), from its sourée
until it crosses the Portuguese frontier. Some twenty million years
ago this basin was an enormous lake filled with deposits from the
surrounding mountains; twelve to nine million years ago the Duero

opened up to the West (Molinero. 1978). The ancient lake was vast and

- 18 -
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flat; what was its bed is now the top of the many péramos (tablelands)
scattered about the Castilian landscape, separated by rivers which have
eroded valleys up to 150 metres deep, depending on the resistance to
erosion of the rocks., These topographical features repeat themselves
"with monotonous regularity;" the relief may be subject to local
variations," "the whole region shows considerable geological...
uniformity" (Naval Intelligence Division 1941:1:27-28),

This large plateau extends for over 200 km from north to south

and 160 km from east to west, and is the highest in Europe, with one

of the most extreme climates, continental in type. "The whole table-
land is notorious for its cold, biting, winter winds.... The climate is
characterized by excessive diurnal and seasonal changes in temperature....
Traffic is sometimes interrupted by snow;cover between December and
March,... In the whole year 100 days with clear sky are to be expected."
(Naval Intelligence Division, 1941:1:103-105). ;

In winter the thermometer often drops below freezing, and it is

not rare for delicate young crops to be damaged by frost as late as May, |
In Summer, there are occasional periods of scorching héat, with the

temperature reaching 6ver 35° C. There is only & little exaggeration in

the ironic, traditional saying: "Nueve meses de invierno y tres de
infierno" (Nine months' Winter and three months' Hell), Rainfall is
neither abundant nor reliable nor regular, though rain is somewhat more

plentiful during Spring and Autumn, and rare in Summer. In fact, Sorre

defines the part of Castile to be studied here as an arid area (Dobby,
1936:178).

Harsh natural conditions are not helped, and erosion is made
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worse, by human mismanegement » obvious to, and commented upon by most
observers. Brenan calls it the "traditional Castilian hatred of trees"
(19500 :248) , and for Dobby, "Spain is a classic example of the ill
effects of reckless deforestation™ (1936:186). He suggested the climatic
and erosion problems of Castile could be moderated by "reafforestation,"
Fortunately, this policy was followed under the Franco régime, and there
is an on-going propaganda effort to change people's attitudes regarding
'non-productive' trees. The 1916 Municipal Ordinances of Hoyales already
tried to protect trees and promote their planting (Municipal Archives).

The Geographical Handbook of the Naval Intelligence Division
explains much of the problem:

In few countries has the natural forest-growth encountered

50 many enemies.... The need of wood for fuel, which

continues even today, the great seasonal wanderings of

flocks and herds in the past, the ravages of the ubiquitous
goat, and the great destruction of forests during wars,
especially the Carlist civil wars, when the woods sheltered
rebels and bandits.... added the cardinal fact that once an

area has been deforested, the arid climatic conditions and
s0il erosion prohibits the natural re-esteblishment of tree

growth, (1941:I:135-136)
Caro Baroja adds further reasons for the burning down of forests.

Shepherds were apparently the main culprits, attempting to clear more

pastures. But for once they had the support of their traditional enemies,

the farmers, who felt the forests were depriving them of arable land.
Curiously enough, though, they were often merely following the short-
sighted example set by their ancestors' feudal overlords: "By setting
these v:t‘ires » farmers and shepherds are merely following the custom they
already had in remote times s when monks and lords promoted deforestation,"
(Caro Baroja, 1975:II:101),

This austere landscape is not softened much, either by the
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.occasional adobe evidence of human settlement, or by most of the
cultivated fields.

Most of the small to médium sized, nucleated, untidy and abandoned-
looking villages of Old Castile would hardly be distinguishable from the
terrain, were it not for a poplar marking a cemetery and a stork's nest
on a church tower indicating a village centre. Recent painted cement or
brick houses stand out more, especially as there is a recent tendency to
begin & new barrio near the main road. Because of the way this region
was settled, small hamlets are almost non-existant.
| The region is.visibiy the home of the minifuﬁdio, or small
dispersed holding. The small plots of farming land are separated from
each other by neither hedge, tree, fence, nor wall, and are only dis-
tinguishable by different stages of growth or different crops.* The
obvious difference to the casual dbsérVer is between the majority of
the land and the few irrigated areas.

The majorify of the land in Castile is dry, unirrigated by
either well or ditch, and is known as secano. The productive area of
the secano is dedicated almost exclusively to cereals and the grape-
vine; the olive cannot survive Castilian winters (though an ill;fated
attempt was made in the 18th century by the Bishop of Osma to plént an
olive grove in Berlangas de Roa (Madoz 1849:IV:269): the sole surviving
tree is, I believe, unique in Old Castile). The permanently uncultivated

parts of the secano consist of pasture, and shrub- and bush-land;

occasionally the worst, sandy soil is dedicated to an attractive,

*except for private markers often visible only to those
intimately familiar with the territory.
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compact pinegrove, which serves as the village picnic grounds énd some-~
times gives edible pine seeds., A few villages possess large and valuable
resinous pine woods.

The irrigated areas, or regd{o, if a village possesses one

(which most do not in any worthwhile quantity), are dedicated to
labbm'-intensive, more profitable crops, such as potato and sugar-beet,
Poplars (the wood of which is used for building) ofteh line streams

and irrigation ditches. Usually, any greater variety of crops can only

be found in the minuscule vegetable gardens immediately adjacent to

many villages.

Still today, as a generation ago, "the use, side by side, of
ultra;modern and traditional implements and methods is a characteristic
of the present Spanish landscape." (Naval Intelligence Division,
194k :T1T:188)., Also, oﬁe occasionally sees a shepherd herding his
sheep along the side of the highway, and demonstrating good control of
his flock at the approach of traffic. Regularly, and at most times of
the year, farmers or labourers can be seen working in a field, The
overall impression is of a hard, austere country, with a population- to

match.

The 'Ribera' of Burgos

About sixty kilometres after crossing Somosierrs Pass , near the

geographical centre of the region of 014 Castile, the river Duero is

reached, at an altitude of about 800 metres above sea-level, at the town
of Aranda de Duero, Aranda is in the south of the province of Burgos,

within half-an-hour's drive of the provinces of Segovia, Soria, Palencia
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and Valladolid, all 'of vhich are named after their capital cities.*

Aranda is the crossroads for fwo important lines of communication,
Running from south to north are the N. 1 Highway from Madrid to Burgos
City (some 80 km north of Aranda) and on to the Basque country and the
French frontier; and, linking the same destinations, the long planned
though only rece_ntlyvcompleted express railway. From east to west,
following the Duero valley along its southern edge, are the main highway
and the little frequented railroad from Barcelona and Saragossa to
Valladolid and on to the Portuguese frontier. ﬁost of the main roads of
the south of the province also pass through Aranda (See Map 2). |
| Arands is also the only settlement with a growing population in
this entire area, and is rapidly becoming the local capital, eclipsing
other once-thriving market towns, This increasing importance began
after ‘1958 vhen the town was chosen as one of the five industrial
development sites f"or the decongestion of Madrid (Tamames. 1976:506),
However, this title only gaiﬁed'true meaning after the Michelin chemical
plant turned out its first tyre in 1970, Although there are other
industries in Aranda, the Michelin factory is the major employer, the
symbol of modern industrial life, -and the goal of far too many young
men from the surrounding countryside (c.f. White 1978).

This surrounding countryside, or Comarca (a cultural district in
all butk the formal political sense), is known as the 'Ribera of Burgos',"
i.e. the valley or riverside, Traditionally, this 'Comarca de la Ribera'

was a wine-producing district, and one of the most densely populated and

*around which they were created by Javier de Burgos in 1833 s in an

‘artificial attempt to deregionalize and unify the country (Tamames 1976: -
546), , ‘
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MAP 2. WESTERN HALF OF ARANDA COMARCA

(From map of Burgos Province, published by Caja de Ahorros
del Circulo Catélico de Obreros, 1976. Local branches )
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richest comarcas in 01d Castile (see Molinero 1977); the many changes
will be diécussed repeatedly throughout this thesis.

Nowadays, Aranda is the 'capital' town of an enlargéd comarca
(see Map 1), but until very recently its area of influence was much
more limited. Until a government decree of 1965 modified some
Judicial boundaries, the western half of the Ribera came under the
Jurisdiction of Roa, and a village in the 'Tierra de Roa' (the lands
of Roa) will be our focus in this study.

Taking the highway out of Aranada west, with the brand new

" industrial quarter to our left, Valladolid, the most important city
of 014 Castile, lies some 90 km ahead. At our right runs the broad

Duero valley, with a few poplars along the river banks. Fifteen

kilometres from Aranda, after passing through the village of Castiillo,
the road descends a hill to a surprisingly green and wooded little
valley crossing the highway ﬁorthwards towards the Duero and the | I
town of Roa, This is the river Riaza, which has its source at
Somosierra, our gateway to 0ld Castile.

Immediately to the south-east, on a high promontory, is the

fortified, stone village of Haza, which has given its name to the river

(Rio Aza), Haza* was an important strategic point during the Arab occu-
pation of the peninsula, and also the head of its own Tierra (country

district) or comarca, to which the village reported upon here belonged,

The village of Haza, with its lack of protection from the harsh Winter

winds and difficult access to water, is now desolate and almost sbandoned

*The birthplace of Santa Juana, mother of the founder of the
Dominican Order, '
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Plate 1, Aranda on the Duero: the old town; road and rail crossroads
in foreground; new industrial quarter to right of picture
(Photograph by Ed. Paris). '

Plate 2, View from Haza: the Riaza valley and the Paramo de Corcos.
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with less than a dozen families., In fact » it is the only village in the
comarca of Roa to be in this sorry state,
The highway crosses the river to Fuentecén, and continues to

Valladolid, an hour's drive away. To the east of the Riaza, we turn

off northwards on a narrow but paved road parallel to the river. There
is an irrigation ditch winding among the fields between the road and
the river to our left, and nbst of the fields look more fertile than
usual, being 'de regadfo’ (irrigated). To the right is a low secano

hill, with vineyards, cereals and some areas covered in bush. The

valley widens to a kilometre 5 between the road and the river, which is
visible in the distance by the many trees marking its course, stretches
a large, flat, fertile vega (irrigated plain), the richest agricultural
land we have seen vsinc‘e leaving Madrid,

Three kilometres from the main highway, the road, which continues
‘on to Berlangas and Roa, swerves to bypass a medium-sized adobe village,
at the foot and sldpes of a low hili, below the remains of a castle

tower standing guard over the village: Hoyales de Roa,

Hoyales: Introduction to the Village

For a good, brief, general description of the village, it is worth

quoting one of the few published accounts of Hoyales, and Whlch should

cover most of the aspects not discussed in this report (which itself will

mostly concentrate on what is not mentioned in the article). Written

by the then town clerk, Teéfilo de la Camara, the entry for Hoyales

appears on pages 672 and 673 of volume 10 of the Diccionario Geogréfico

de Espana., publ:.shed in 1959 by the ruling Francoist 'Movement' s, at the

watershed moment when some of the major changes in Spanish rural hlstory
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were beginning. For this reason many of the facts given are suddenly
out~dated, and will be commented upon further on, where relevant,

Hoyales de Roa

Municipality and borough of Burgos [province] s Judicial
district of Roa, comarca of the Ribera, at 96 km. from the
[provincial] capital and 9 from the district head, which
has the nearest railway station. 974 m., altitude., Area:
12.67 km®. 141°39'33" N, and 0°10'26" W, [of Madrid]....

The territory is mostly flat; only to the S.E. and W.
are there some small heights. It is bathed by the waters
of the rivers Duero and Riaza; the former crosses the
borough limits in the N,E,, for a short stretch; of more
importance is the Riaza, which flows in S.N, direction near
the western boundary; parallel to it runs the 'Mill Ditch',
an irrigation canal drawn from the Riaza within the boundary
of Fuentecén. To the N., the Queen Victoria [Guma] Canal
runs from E, to W, until merging with the former canal; from
this latter and from wells comes the drinking water, There
are no springs [?]. Uncultivated lands occupy an area of
131 Ha.; on these grow doncel pines, evergreen oak and oak-
trees, and on the banks of the Riaza, poplars, which produce
worthwhile incomes. Partridge, quail, rabbits, hares and
other species of small game abound. '

The cultivated lands, of excellent quality, are mostly L
irrigated: of the 897 Ha, of cultivated area, 555 are L
irrigated; the waters of the Mill Ditch enrich 355, the
Reina Victoria canal the rest. The best fields are those
situated along the banks of the former; they produce
sugar-beet (9500 tonnes in total), and every four years
potatoes (125 quintals per Ha.). Also by irrigation are
grown cereals and vegetables, with the following indices of
production per Ha.: wheat, 22 quintals; barley, 35; and beans,
16. The unirrigated fields are sown with cereals or dedicated
to vineyard (100 Ha.); the indices for average production per
Ha, in this class of land are: wheat, 11 quintals, and barley,
16; from the vineyards is obtained a total of 2200 Hl., of .
claret of 12 to 13 degrees, Agricultural work is carried
out principally with the aid of mules, the scoop plough
being used for irrigated soil, and the Roman plough for dry
fields, The livestock of the borough consists of 200 mules,
17 horses, U donkeys, 10 cattle, 1100 sheep, 200 pigs,

3000 hens and 1000 rabbits, In the R, Riaza can be fished
barbel and trout, which are consumed within the village or
sold in the neighbouring boroughs of Berlangas, Fuentecén,
ete, Industry [Manufa.cturing] consists of one mill, turned
by the waters of the Mill Ditch; one saw-mill, one carpenter's
shop and one bakehouse, Commerce is made up of five grocery

~
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shops, two general stores, four fish-mongers, three green-
grocers, one baker's, three bars and two taverns [_wineshoPs].
The village is connected by road with Roa and Aranda de
Duero; there is a bus service to the [provincial] capital,
daily. Postal service, and a public telephone exchange.

The population is 1080 inhabitants by right, according

to the 1950 census, and remains stationary because of i
emigration. The village is situated on the slope of a small : EO
hill, protected from the N, winds 5 it is composed of 2u7 '
buildings used for living and 51 for other uses s within the
nucleus, and, outside the nucleus, two buildings used for
living and one other., In the parish and municipal archives
are preserved documents dating since the XVI century, Above

~ the hillside which the village sits on, rises a tower, the
ruins of the ancient castle 3 the parish church offers a
mixture of mudéjar [Mohammedan], renaissance and rococo stylesj
also of note, for its archaeological interest, is the chapel
of Our Lady of Above; occasionally, tombstones have been
discovered with inscriptions thought to date from the X or XTI
centuries. The festival of the patron saint takes place on
2hth August., As a typical custom, mention should be made of
the contadores, little huts tucked around the castle ruins,
where the inhsbitants get together for supper; the young men,
upon reaching draft age, 'run the roosters', mounted on
horseback [or mules or asses]. Since 1940, the main improve-
ment undertaken was the construction of 30 patronized
[suhsidized] dwellings; also the parish temple was renovated,
and some streets were paved. There is one inn, with capacity
for 16 persons. Two school buildings, Doctor and midwife. |
One parish priest, .

A few comments would seem to be 'in order. No mention is made of
either land ownership or living conditions, as these facts were presumably

not requested by the editors of the encyclopaedia. Electricity is not

mentioned as it had already been brought to the village at the beginning
of the 20th century, The only other improvements since the Middle Ages

would appear to have been a doctor (partly responsible for the increased

'po_pu__lation) and some modern transport and communication services, As for
trade, it had always existed, at least for those peasants producing a
surplus for export,

Hoyales still retained some originality of character and
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problems, Modern communications and increased state interference have
led to greater homogeneity among most of the villages of the region,
indeed of the country (Crespo, 1978)., Until the early 1960s

Hoyales was almost completely self-sufficient as a cormunity,

possessing most of the services and facilities required by the poor
and siﬁple traditional lifestylé.

The changes in the twenty years since de la CAmera's article
was written are considerable, Most farmers now have a tractor, and

the population has dropped drastically. The use of fertilizers allows

)crop rotation in irrigated fields and fallow in the dry lands to be
almost ignored. .The area under irrigation has increased slightly.
The grape;vine has 'declin‘ed in importance, whereas commercial crops
such as barley cover an ever greater area (Molinero, 1977). The
animal population quoted by de la Cémara has declined considerably,
as has the number of commercial establishments. There is no more
midwife dr running of the roosters, The doctor now commutes from Aranda,
On the positivg side, the spring, which had presumably dried
up at the time of de la Chmara's writing, soon Started to flow again,

and a fountain wiﬁh__enclosed reservoir was built for hygiene. Also,

a railway station was built at Berlangas, much closer and more convenient
than Roa or Castrillo. Finally, around the same time, the first toilets

started to be imported by the wealthier peasants.*

As for the once abundant small game, it has all but disappeared,

Since the hunting fever began in the 19605 most of the villages in

*thus sparing the chickens in the corral (yard) from unsightly
intrusions, :
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 Castile have formed private or communal reserves. The few that have not
done so, liké Hoyales, are invaded every Thursday and Sunday during the
season by hunters from as far afield as Bilbao, looking for open hunting
grounds, During my first stay in the village, a group of Basque hunters
attempt;ad to have Hoyales closed, at their expense, to all save themselves
and those villagers willing to pay a minute contribution. However, the
idea of héving to make even a token payment for the right to hunt on
their own (and their neighbours') land was more galling to the village
hunters than the prospect of there being nothing left to hunt, and the
pi'0pos;.l was rejected, |

The niost paradoxical of the recent changes must be the opening,
shortly éfter publication of the article éite;i above, of a second bakery,*
This is not because more bread is eaten, but because the entire population
was then buying its bread ready-made from the baker. Previously, only
the poor, working-class families had to buy their bread. Those who
possessed wheat had the miller turn it into white flour, then gave this
to a woman to make bread for the family, for which work she received s
large loaf, An informant believes that the person who had wheat in his
granary never bough£ bread because he thought it was demeaning, as others
might say he had no wheat left,

"This world has changed completely! Because now they all go to
buy their bread, and their meat, and they don't slaughter a pig or two
for family consumption." Having a pig was another status symbol, not

only because it showed that one had meat to eat, but also because it

*With continually declining population, both bakers are now facing
difficulties, The first bakery has closed down its oven and now sells
bread made in Roa,
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Plate 7. Improving living conditions: the foundations of a new house.

indicated enough left-overs to feed the animal, Almost all meat is now
purchased,with very few families still raising chigkens and rabbits,
Most families used to be almost self-sufficiept, or at least
cash was nét in common usage. The village as a whole formed a complgte,
self-sufficient community., Of course, some iteﬁs such as cloth and
oil had to be imported;_also, a formal external relations network
existed (as we shall see below). However, since the early 1960s, all
the local 'industries' have closed downé' wood, bricks, furniture, and
even flour, are now imported from the new industrial centres in ex-
qhange for cash. - Money is obtained by selling almost the entire village

production (not merely a surplus) in its raw, unprocessed state to the
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industrial market. The village has become totally non-self~
sufficient. Previously only a few peasants had a surplus, Now,
almost all have become commercial farmers producing for a distant,
anonymous market, And Hoyales is ﬁoday an almost modern, capitalist,
agricultural village of unprepared individuals struggling in the face
of an imposed, incomprehensible sifuation, described in Spgin as 'the

rural crisis’'.




CHAPTER III

THE COMARCAS: HOYALES AND ITS DISTRICT ORGANIZATIONS

"Esa comarca riberefia de Roa, tan castellans y Burgalesa,"
(This Ribera comarca of Roa, so Castilian and of Burgos.
Florentino Zamora, 1965: Preface,)

Though each of the surrounding villages has éome distinguishing
originality of its own; the preéenﬁicrisis is affecting all the villages
in the area to some degree and similarly, because of their "similar
economic and social characteristics"” and the "analogous nature of the
problem, and considerable mutual relationsﬁips" (Molinero, 1977:8; mny
‘translation). Most differences could probably be explained by:land
types and produce, and property distribution,

The majority of similarities and contacts (e.g. traditional
marriage ties) for Hoyales are with the immediately neighbouring villages:
Berlangas, Fuentecén, Castrillo, Haza and Roa, With the other non-
irrigated villages of the Aranda comarce, Hoyales probably shares only a
common history and idedlogy, a similar land-structure and of course the
present rural crisié; the problems of irrigated villages are of course
generally similap,

As for what the villages of the Ribera have in common with the
rest of the province of Burgos specifically: in spite of the eloquent
quote at the beginning of this chapter, véry little, except perhaps for

"the excessive expenses and inadequate services associated with too many
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small municipalities, of which Burgos bas the extreme number of 458%
(Tamames, 1976:498), The comarca of Aranda alone has 62 municipalities,
for which concentr_a'tion of services is becoming indispensable,

At the comarca level, there has already been a concentration,

- with Aranda taking over Juridical and most other intermediate level

administrative functions from Roa. Poor little Roa is even being outdone
as an entertainment céntre for local youth by Pefiafiel, This is due to

increasing mobility offered by private automcbiles. The car » and modern
paved roads have, on the other hand, almost cut off relationships between

6nce neighbouring villages. For example, Hoyales was much closer to

- Castrillo by cart along the old cafiada (sheep trail), than it is now by

road, Even in the last century, the coming of the railrocad made Valladolid
much more accessible to the Ribera than the capital city of Burgos, which
is rarely ﬁsited now for other than provincial administrative matters.
Roa still retains a few government delegations, such as the
Ministry of Agriculture extension service, but most other services are
now in Aranda, or eventually in Burgos. For other than provincial
government services, Valladolid is now the major centre, Aranda is thg
service centre of the Ribera and is gradually gaining from Roa, the secohd
step in a concentration of services, encouraged by déclining population
and increasing mobility, and by new 'needs! 5 a far cry from only a
generation -ago when most 'needs' were serviced within each community,
and Roa, originally resorted to only for special services, began a first

concentration of these,

¥as opposed to the other extreme province: Murcia with 43
municipalities, ' .




.. 41 -

However, the comarca (or rtido, to give its Jjudicial name) of
Roa, with its 28 villages, was itself a recent creation, one of the early
reforms of the Liberal governments of the 19th century, The previous
district organization, to which Hoyales seems to have belonged throughout
recorded history, survived--although already in decay--after the creation
of the comarca of Roa, until it was dealt the déa_t.h-blow by the disamorti-
zation of the second balf of the 19th century. This organization was
called the 'Comunidad de Villa y Tierra de (commmity of Town and Country
of) Haza',

The Commidad de Haza, or 'Thirteen Villages of the Corcos
Paramo', as the organization is also known (Cantera, 1977:31), includes
two villages belonging to the present;day province of Segovia, The
original sixteen villages were part of the old province of Segovia, and
under the jurisdiction of the town of Ayllon (Mifiano, 1826).,% The
mediaeval fortified town of. Haza was the centre of the Community,

Roa was onée the fortified head of a similar community of thirty-
four villages, and which possibly included Hoyaies ("Moiales"?’) and
some other teriitory later to come under ’Haza. The 'Comunidad de Villa
y Tierra de Roé' wes created by a charter of Alfonso VII in 1143
(Zamora, 1965:628), and vas a re-creation of an earlier 'Alfoz'
(chartered territory) of Roa, formed after the reconquest of the district
two centuries before, and which had dissolved due to Arad raids. The
Comunidad de Roa was much reduced in importance (to common sheep pastures)

and size (to 14 villages) by the mid-19th century, partly because of the

*Ayllon, hlgher up the Riaza, was an important centre of the
Mesta, on the Segovian cafada.
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abandonment or disappearance of seven of the villages (Madoz, 1849:
XIII:520), and also because thirteen had ceased to belong to Roa (Zamora,
1965:560) . The boundaries between Roa and its countryside, and Haza
and its Tierra wére sorted out in the 1430s* after a petition to the
- king by Roa (Zamora, 1965:618), Though I have no date for the founding
of the Haza community, this shows us that it was already established
by 1432, |

The reason fdr creating these communities around a fortified

town was to encourage settlement__of the newly conquered frontier districts.

Dﬁring the Middle Ages, the villages of the community were required to
contribute to the work and expenses of the organization and of repairing
the town fortifications (Zamora, 1965:63,628),

- Cantera (1977: 30:32) suggests that the community was also a
type of pact allowing freedom of pasture for the local herds on the
common lands, ensuring year;round pasture on the vega, the pSramo and

the sierra, according to the season. A careful study of a map seems to
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support this hypothesis (c.f. Map 2). From Hoyales and Castrillo de la
Vega on the banks of the Duero (velow 780 metres), the Community follows

~ the Riaza valley then the Chorrén stream right up to the nearest s1erra.,

known as the Serrezuela, at over 1250 metres elevation, within the
Sierra de Pradales, The Community also included the very large Piramo

de Corcos (at between 920-950 m), which is shared to this day by the

seven villages around it.

More than just providing year-long communal pastures, the

*The Castilian frontier had become more secure since the Muslim
territories had been reduced to Granada in 1262,
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Conmunity of Town and Country of Haza would also seem to have once
formed an ecologically complete district in miniature, each zone
providing minor specialization. Wine came from the lower areas, in
soils unsuitable for the cereal which was grown elsewhere if possible;
the highlands provided good pasture; and some of the villages possessed
small irrigated areas on which to gréw vegetables and hemp, Even t.he
requirements for lsbour may have been spread out by the demands of the
varying crops, and the slight variations in climate affecting each cycle.'

However, after the region was settled and established, sheep

and common pastures became the real raison d'etre of the Community, and

as the flocks decreased in importance towards the end of the 18th
century, so too did the Community gradually cease to have much relevance,
In the second half of the 19th century the Liberal disentailment sold
off to individuals most of the common pastures and fields belonging to
the Haza community. The depreciated revenue from these sales was
forcibly invested in government bonds. The interest from these is
nowadays only enough for a community dinner every two years, each time
hosted in a different village, for the mayor and three civil servants
(priest, village clerk and the secretary of the Farmers' Brotherhood) of
each of the thirteen villages. The authorities of the new host village
are entrusted with the archives, books and admini;tration of the communii:y
until the next supper.

Most of the inhabitants of the menmber villages (except of the
seven still possessing rights to the Paramo of Corcos) are barely if at

all aware of the existence of this traditional organiza.tion (Cantera 1977 :31),

or in fact that their villages were not always a part of the Cid's province
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of Burgos,

Each of the three comarcas to which Hoyales has belonged
~ throughout recorded history were relevant at the time, and have
influenced some aspect of the village in some way; even the Haza
Community has left its own peculiar and observable vestige, a cqmpétitive
attitude caused by a most curious method of distributing usufruct of
the common fields of the Comunidad.

Individual tenure of a plot was for life, but witli no right of

inheritance. ZLoperréez recorded the system in 1788 (in his Historical

Description of the Bishopric of Osma, within which the sixteen parishes
of Haza formed a sub-group): |

If a person who has the benefit of some 'orafio' (local name
for this type of communal field) of good quality happens

to be seriously ill, the other villagers are waiting for

him to die, so they can'run to plant a hoe in his estate;

and the first to do so enters into usufruct of this s because
of which custom arguments are very frequent about who arrived
first to plant his hoe. (p. 211)

This curious example of communalism is cited by Costa in his

classic Colectivismo Agrario (1915:11:381&-5); and he comments that this

"method, so at odds with all good order....must necessarily have produced
conflicts and .-fights about who had been better informed or faster, to
arrive first,"
J This local aberration of communal;lsm is considerably at variance
with the many examples of traditional village communes and ,cooferatives
in Spain, and especially in Castile, as described by Brenan (1950a:
Appendix I), For Hoyales, the inheritance of historical local organi-
zation could be summed up as acute competition and lack of cooperative

tradition.




CHAPTER IV

CELTS TO COMUNEROS: PRE-HISTORY TO FEUDALISM

“Castilla miserable, ayer dominadora,

envuelta en sus andrajos desprecia cuanto ignora,"
(Wretched Castile, once dominant,

vrapped in her rags despises that of which she is
ignorant. Machado) '

 Attitudes toward History

Castile has long been a bastion of purposeful ignorance; but
this ignorance gpplieé to hérbowxil history too. Since the Middle
Ages, Castile has been the dominant region in Spain; but her
peasants are not Castile, Through the .centuries, they have merely
shouldered the heavy burden of financing an aggressive, ambitious
imperialism, in return for which they were rewarded by myths of the
greatness accruing to them by virtue of their race, The peasants were o
wretched and dressed in rags; their ruling classes dominated the ’

western world and indulged in the despising of all things foreign.

Observers of Spain (e.g. Kant 1974:175) have noted that
Spain is the land of history., But in Spain, perhaps as elsevhere,
history and tradition are used as tools, for mystification and

self-justification, whenever convenient,

In Hoyales, for the most part, the maximum awareness of even
local or family history is "de toda 1a vida" (for all my life). The

reasons for this could be various: institutionalized ignorance and
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lack of interest; the peasant class has not been aﬁ ective force in
history (Mertinez-Alier 1974);* the usual ebsence of future long-term
perspective applying also to the past; the pressures of daily exis-
tence, which preclude even future foresight, let alone the luxwry of
speculation or worry about the past; a desire for mystification of
the past and the assumption by conservative persons that their
behaviomr is right because traditional.

Mystification of the past is certainly very obvious, espec-
ially at the family level. The desire to aggrandize the family
\history could be due to the fact that social status seems to be
attained with a generation's delay, as will be discussed below (ch. X).
The extreme parcelation of fields and the divisive inheritance system
would make it difficult for children to verify the extent of a grand-
parent's holdings even should they want to,

The emphasis on luck within the inheritance system¥*¥* helps the
attributing of the responsiﬁility for the rather unequal distribution
of land upon Divine Providence, Is the divine distribution of prop-
erty the reason or the excuse for opposition by many old peasants to
land reform? The speed and ease with which many rural treditions can
be discarded when necessary is proof of their shallowness. But most
irrational, reactionary or anti-social behaviour is justified by

history and tradition, both at the village and the state levels,

*As will be shown below, chapters VII and VIII, occasional
involvement in national conflict was never beneficial for the village;
I have never noticed anybody's experience in the last Civil War being
an occasion for fond remembrance; on the contrary, the period is
studiously ignored,

**See below, ch, XI.
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The feeiing of living by tradition, in harmony with history,
vas dbsolgte in most villages, and even cities, in 0ld Castile, until
the 19508. Though there had been considerable change throughout
history, changes had usually arrived slowly and a few at a time, and
furthermore moderated by the opposition they had usually received in
this most conservative of regions. As a result there‘was a consider-

able backlog of problems and innovations which, when they finally came,

shattered the illusion of continuity with a distant past,

Hoyales: Early History

The most obvious relics of the distgnt past in Hoyales are the
tower ruins and the Mill Ditch irrigation canal, Extremely little is
known about either of these.

The castle which is supposed to have existed around the tower
was prdbably'builtfduriné the early 10th centuryfby either of the two
sides during the Islam;Christian wars for control of the Duero frontier,
Most probably it was erected by the Christians, as one of many minor
fortifications in the defense line between the majdr bastions of

Petafiel and Peﬁaranda.* The tower now belongs to the National Patrimony;

but is known to have belonged once to the Duke of PeBaranda, Count of
Miranda,
The castle was probably demolished in the 16th century by the

'Catholic Mbnarchs', and its stones used for the reconstruction of the

church in 1778, during the reign of Charles IIT. However, Mifiano (1826)

. comments of the Hoyales castle that it is "tall and well built, but its

*These many castles gave the region its name of Castile,
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walls afe rapidly falling into ruin," which could mean that the castle
had not been purposefully pulled down before. Mifano also claims:
"This village is very ancient, and from it degceﬁd the Counts of
Miranda of the House of the Lords Abellanedas,”

As for the Mill Ditch, its maintenance is mentioned in the
municipal archives as far back as the 17th century. However, it must
have been coﬁstructed long before, as this was the only irrigation

canal in the whole area until the present century, and no other small,

local irrigation works are known to have been built since the Christian

‘re-occupation of 0ld Castile, » BEReS

Amazingly, to this writer, the origins and importance of these

extraordinaery irrigation works have been ignored in most local historical

documents. ILoperréez, in his Historical Description of the Diocese of
Osma* only mentions that;-h"sinpe time immemorial the waters of this
river ERiazaJ have been directed and made good use of for irrigation,
the ancient ditches along which the waters were guided for the gardens é
and plantationé of the plain of Roa being visible e+ some are today - ?
abandoned " (1788:11:7). There is evidence of an agreeﬁent in 1677

vbetween Roa, Berlangas and Hoyales, regarding usage of the waters of

the canal (Zamora 1965:613),
The only histérical discussions to be heard today in Hoyales

centre on whether the main canal was dug by the early Castilians, or

the Arabs, or the Romans; and there are arguments to support each side, E

The Arabs, though they promoted irrigation in other parts of Spain,

*¥A11 the parishes'in the area belonged to the Diocese of Osma,
in Soria, until 1956, when they came under the Bishopric of Burgos,
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Plate 10,

The fertile plain of
Roa: view from the
town across the Duero
towards Hoyales and
Berlangas (Photograph
by Ed. Skorpio),

Bottom:

Plate 11,

The Mill Ditch:
cleaning the irrigation
canal - a rare example
of communal labour,
winter 1976.

i
|




- 51 -
were probably never suffj.ciently well established in the Duero valley.
As for the Castilians, apart from abandoning many existing irrigation

. 8systems, they did not usually seem to value irrigated crops as highly

as those from the secéﬂo, from which a better profit could always be

made until recently. For example, Mifiano (1826), in his article on
Hoyales, notes that Hoyales produces all sort of legumes "but above

all much excellent wine," In fact, if the villagers of Hoyales bothered
to maintain their canal over the centuries, until irrigated crops

finally came into their own, it is because of the mill and especially

the inadequate springs near the village, which could not be relied
upon for a regular supply of drinking water.

The canal was most likely first dug by the Romans. Drain claims
that "the extension of irrigation is recent, in spite of the abundance
of archaeological vestiges of wells and canalizations of the Romans "
(Drain 1971;90).. Also, it is known that the old Roman road from
Astorga to Saragossa_ passed through Rauda (Roa) and Clunia near Soria.
Most relevant would seem to be the mosaics (probable evidence of a
ratﬁer grand Roman villa) shown to me by José;David Sacristén, at the

junctiqn where the Hoyales road méets the highway from Valladolid to

Saragossa, This site is next to the irrigated orchards of Fuentecén,
and only about a kilometre upstream from the point where the Mill Ditch

takes its waters from the Riaza,

Possibly also of relevance is the story that, about half-way
between the Roman villa and Hoyales village, at the point where the
road squeezes between the hill and the canal, there were dug up, within

living memory (when the first tractor and deep plough to be seen in the
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district was brought in to prepare a new vineyard above the foad),
some large stones w?th Latin inscriptions. Though we have been unable
to see these, Sacristan imagines they were Gothic tombstones, and not
necessarily Roman, as the villagers imagine.

The moment of establishment of the present village of Hoyales
is difficult to determine, Though the earliest manuscripts in the
municipal archives are some accounts dating from 1628, the French
counsellor and almsgiver of the Spanish king, M, Bartolomé Joly,
travelling through the district in 1603, was advised to visit:Hbyales
to try the best-éérbéhidsA(.chickaeas) in Spain! (quoted by Garcia
1959:11:89). This shows that at least the village had established a
solid national reputation fér its produce, *

In the parochial archives of Hoyales, Book 1 of the Burial
register dates from 1580, Bock 1 of the Marriage'register from 1576,
and the first book of christenings is dated 1548 to 1617; as Book 2 of
Christenings only begins at 1676, it would seem that the numbering of
the books was made at a much later date., In 1548 there were four live

births; the average for the first book is 5.3/year. Estimating, from

more recent and complete statistics, an average live birth-rate of 3%,

the population of Hoyales in 1548 was probably between 150 and 200
persons, This large a group might have suddenly colonized the village
all together; it seems more credible that the mumnicipality was already

established,

*There is no other record of chick-peaé ‘ever being grown in
Hoyales,
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The Comarca: From Settlement to Splendour

As for what is known of the history of the district, Sacristén
has spent several years digging in Roa, as & result of which he has

come up with the following information. There is evidence of & culture

demonstrgting Celtic influences beginning in the 7th to 5th centuries B,.C.
Between the 2nd and the first half of the 1lst centuries B,C., Roa was
the site of a very important Cgltibérian settlement even extending in

places beyond the present town. There are very few artifacts dating

from Roman times althqugh the native culture must have been by then very

diluted by the Romans., There is evidence of general destruction by fire
4 during the first half of the 1st century B.C., after which there remsins
some efidence-of life until the end of the lst century A.D.

Between the 2nd century'A;b. (vhen Ptolemy mentioned Rauda in §_
his Geograghy) and the Middle Ages, though Rauda is cited in Roman
texts, there is at the moment no material evidence of human settlement, P
(sacristan, 1978§ and personal communication,)

For the Middle Ages, there is over-abundant documentation, most
of which deals with famous people and events, and is therefore of only

occasional relévance here, An attempt shall be made to summarize as

briefly as possible whatever seems to be relevant. A good study of
traditional life in the comarca should soon be availsble, when Molinero's

doctoral thesis is published.

Of our area during the times of thg Visigothic and Arab domin~

ations, I could find no information at all, Sinchez Albornoz and his
disciples claim that from‘the 8th until the early 10th centuries, the

Duero valley was a no-man's-land, separating Christian and Muslim Spain.
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Caro Baroja, on the other hand, finds it difficult to believe that none
of the Visigothic Christian villages survived in some small way the
Arab occupation and many wars (1975:I1:90). After the Arab invasion,

the king of Asturias raided the district and took back with him all

those Christians who wished to go north, Seeing he had laid waste most

of the valley, the decision to leave must have been straightforward for

the majority of the local inhabitants, |
ThevDuero valley was reconquered by the Christians in the year

912, and Roz and Haza were resettled, They were again abandoned after

raids by Almanzor, and definitely re-oécupied in the 11lth century. As
frontier ‘districts in a warring country, they were given ﬂe_zﬁ (charters)
to encourage the settlement of peasant-warriors. Most of these pioneers
were from the overcrowded Cantabrian mounteins of the north, Basques
and Astu'rians.; seeking land and freedom. "Peasants who were willing to
accept the risks and the adventure of living on the frontier were the !
freest of all, and like pioneers in all ages, they déveloped a strong' |
Sense of personal worth and independence, " (0'Callaghan l97ﬁ :410),

The basic structure of property and settlement was also developed

then: "the kings and nobles .. . granted land on easy terms both to

individual farmers and to communities of peasants, For this reason a
considerable proportion of the soil «es belongs to small peasant farmers

and certain villages still own their own land and work it communally"

(Brenan 1950a;110) . Thus, latifundia were rare in this region, as
opposed to further south, where the reconquest proceeded faster and more
easily,

However, the peasants' rights and property were gradually usurped
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and alienated by the church and the aristocracy, during the dynastic
upheavals of the 14%th and 15th centuries. Depopulation of 01d Castile,
due to plagues and migration to the new territories conquered during

the 13th century, forced the nobility, to maintain their revenues, to

intensify seignorial authority; at the same time appeared & process
of adscription to the glebe (Naredo 1974:15). By the beginning of the
16th century, "of the soil of Castile [014 and New] 97 per cent was
owned [either dir_ectl& or by jurisdiction] by 2 or 3 per cent of the

population” (Koenigsberger, 1974:422), Yet the. aristocracy and clergy*

were exempt from all taxation, the entire burden of which fell upon
the pecheros or commohers. ,

As the first census was not undertaken until 1752, it is |
difficult to comment much on medi#eval village life in the district. |
This first census (Ensenada)** shows that by 1752, Hoyales depended not
on the crown but on the Count of Miranda - Duke of Peflaranda, resident f
in Madrid, who was also, incidentally, the biggest private landowner in

ﬁoyales (Del Mayor Hacendado, Segovia, 1755). In the Archives of the

Real Chanci].'l.eria_ in Valladolid, there is evidence of several lawsuits

brought by Hoyales (often Jointly with Fuentelisendo) against the

Grandee after 1652, usually contesting the size of the tribute levied

(Reales Ejecutorias, legajo 1402: folio 5).

*In Roa, their nursemaids too, during the reign of Philip v,
were apparently exempt (Zamoras 1965:91).

**See also below, chapter VI, for further information provided
by the census of Ensenada,
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The clergy seem to have conﬁrolled (ac¢cording to my calculations)

slightly over one quarter of the land in Hoyales in 1752 (Ensenada,

Book III: EcclésiastiEal). A large proportion of these proceeds was
not deétined fof the village parish, but had prior commitments on it
by outside parisheg and ecclesiastical foundations, such as a school
in Aranda, Over two:thirds of the Ecclesiastical lands seem to have
Been leased to colonos or peasant settlers, The members of four . :
Cofradias (religious brbtherﬁoods) also shared access to some specific
property,* ﬁoweve:, as one of the largest of these brotherhoods was |

only founded in 1701 (Parish Archives: Libro de Cuentasde la Cofradfa

de Animas), it is possible that in fact these organizations were less
important before the 18th century.

Another quarter of the land in Hoyales in 1752 was owned by
the commons‘(Ensenada, Book I), which in Castile often acted as a
landlord, renting the land to individual peasants (as is still the
case today). The remaining half of the land was presumably private
property; of this about one fifth belonged to the lorad personally,

This distribution of land was perhaps ﬁot the same in the
13th century, but there is evidence that the possessions of the church
and its officials were far from negligible. In 1270, Alfonso the Wise
conceded a Privilege to tﬁe‘glergy of the ecclesiastical district of

Roa (which still includes Hoyales), permitting them to recognize

their children, and for these to inherit their father's property

D b T T VN

*According to Foster, some of these sodalities were "essen-
tially a mutual aid burial society" (1953:17).
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(zZamora 1965:93) ,*
After the 11th century, the Ribera was no longer right on
the frontier of Christian Spein, but life became far from soft.

After the congﬁest of Toledo in 1085, the frontier advanced to the

Tagus, and large numbers of Mozarabs, Muslims and Jews were incorpor-
ated into the kingdpm of Castile, Apparently there were even Jewish
quarters in Roa, Arands and tha? from the 13th century until their

expulsion at the end of the 15th. An important reason was probably

the trade, due to the geographical position of the Ribera in the

kingdom: a bridge over the Duero, and situated in the centre of

Castile,
" As a result,»mogt of the national rulers of the time passed

through Roa or held court there (e.g. John IT for over a year in 1439).

How much these royal favours benefitted the district is difficult to

say. One could suspect that the seven year separation of Queen Leonor
from her husband the king of Navarre, which the lady spent in her town

of Roa, might be connected with the repeated sacking of the district

i
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by the warring Navarrese a few years later, in the first half of the

15th century, This left the district depopulated and in a precarious

condition, requiring even special tax exemptions by the king of Castile.
Being favourably situsted during times of dynastic wars is not necess-

arily an advantage,

: *This may be more comprehensible when one notes that "In the
Middle Ages it was an established custom, permitted by the bishops
[until the 16th century Council of Trent] - for Spanish priests to have
concubines, They wore a special dress and had special rights and
were called barraganas" (Brenan 1950a:k9),
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Fuz_*thermorg, from the 13th to the 15th centuries, the Ribera,
from Aranda to Pefiafiel, was a major breadbasket of the kingdom, and
& most important sourcé of fruit, vegetables and wine. This may have
been another reason for the existence of Jewish merchant quarters in
the local towns. The 15th and 16th centuries were the moments of
greatest splendour in the history of the district. A large Gothic
*collegiate church was constructed over the old Romanesque one of the

12th century, by now too small--and old-fashioned,  In 1586, Roa had

the prestige of counting many hidelgos (minor noblemen) and beggers

among its professionals (Molinero 1978). 1In 1517, Cardinal Cisneros
(author of the forced mass conversipn of the Moors) spent his last few
months of life in Rog, a8 Regent of Spain and the Empire, waiting for'
the arrival from Brussels of the new Emperor, Qharles.

At that very moment, the last claim of Roa and its district
to fame, an epidemic of the plague was attacking Aranda (Zamora_ 1965 A ;
453). Roa (and its villages?) had already been ravaged once in 1393
(Zamora 1965:610); and the whole of Castile had suffered badly of the
Black Death around the middle of the 1hth century (0'Callaghan 197k;

412) and would again in 1565 (Zamora 1965:626). The last of the

recorded plague epidemics hit the area in 1599,*% and created havoe in
Hoyales. Thanks to a miracle by the 'Virgen de la Vega' (the patroness
of Roa), the epidemic abated (Hoyales Parish Archives, Book of Burials

I:60), and this Virgin has been the object of adoration throughout the

district ever since.

*Castile suffered epidemics regularly till the end of the 17th
century, Vicens Vives claims that there is a close relationship
between famines, undernourishment and epidemics (1969:415), -
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Far more ominous for the future than any number of epidemics,
was the political crisis_ Just beginning to brew, In 1520, the
Castilian revolution by the Comuneros or commoners broke out, repre-

senting capital (commerce, industry, agriculture) as opposed to land

(the army, church and civil service of the nobility) (Koenigsberge

1974 :425), The most powerful king in the history of Europe had just
come to the throne; Castile had recently discovered a new continent;
it may have appeared that glorious moments were to come (as indeed

many Spaniards believe they did), Actually the roots of the three

'centuries of decadence lasting into the 20th century were just being

planted, |

-The Histbricél Legé.cy A

Although many aspects of the Middle Ages lasted in Hoyales
until the late 19th century, and few of the postmediaeval benefits
reached the village until even more recently, it is nevertheless
possible to discern certai_n features of the heritage of the so-called
Middle Ages. Firstly,_ it must be pointed out that, in contrast to the
rest of Europe, the 'Dark Ages' were far from obscure in Spain, The

highly civilized Euslim occupation had made Castile the cultural bridge

of Europe, aided by the Christian pilgrimage route to Santiago de

Compostela, which passed through Burgos. And the effort required to

expell the Arabs had given Castilian society an intense vitality and

dynamism, which was to become evident immediately, in the further
expansion into the New World,
The repeated Moorish raids on the Duero frontier had forced

pessants to fight, apart from ploughing; the type of péasant willing
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tovmigrate here from the security of the Cantabriahs, must soon have
become a fighter and fiercely independent, if he was not already so.
Furthermore, this was also the period when the basic sﬁructure

of this society was established. The present municipal structure,

orgaﬁization and boundaries, and the village site, were all established
during the Middle Ages. The present divisive inheritance system dates
from these times, as does minifundism. The civil and ecclesiastical
overlordships were established which would soon usurp many of the

rights originally granted to the peasantry. The basis was thus

‘already established for the possibility, according to circumstances,
of'fufure inequality and the misery of the poor peasants. But»Hoyales
also inherited an irrigation canal which was mainfained--unliké else~
where-~-and would permit survival in years of drought, and would,

centuries later, mske Hoyales the richest village in the area,




CHAPTER V

THE REACTION AND DECADENCE

"Only the incurable stupidity of the Spanish ruling classes
and their governments...have prevented agrarian reform
from being carried out long ago" (Brenan 1950a:12h),

The First Bourgeois Revoiutibn: A Failure

By the.beginning of the 16th century, the Castilian peasantry
were gradually4losing their traditionai rights to the advantage of the
civil and ecclesiastical aristocracy. The aristocracy had received
various concessions from the Trastémara dynasty during the civil wars
of the 1kth and 15th centuries, The 'stabilization' of the Catholic

- Monarchs had merely confirmed the position of the nobility and their g
usurpations during the dynastic wars. Furthermore, in 1504 they had |
obtained the right of mayorazgo, entailing property to the Tirstborn,
and vhich went directly against Castilian common law, This led to the

reservation for second sons of the best positions in the church, army

and civil service,
The aristocracy were also the controllers and chief benefici-

aries of the Mesta, The enormous flocks of this over-privileged

sheep-owners' guild spoiled much cultivated land with impunity,
"Thus the impoverished Spanish peasant was ﬁnable to buy the manu-
factures of his urban industries, and hence the Castilian towns
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remained comparatively small and their industries underdeveloped”
(Koenigsberger 197k :421),*

Though some of the benefits of the wool trade were helping the
rise of a merchant class in Castile, most of this enormous quantity
of wool was being exported unprdcessed. Already in 1348, members of
the Castilian bourgeoisie had unsuccessfully requested a ban on imports
of cloth and exports of wool.

It was then that a violent struggle was begun by the great
landowners to prevent the development of the Castilian
bourgeoisie.,,. in 1462,,.Henry IV fixed at one-third the
proportion of the Mesta's total exports that could be
retained by the Castilian cloth industry., This was a low
proportion if there was any intention of keeping inside
the country the wealth which was going abroad and making
the fortunes of so meny aristocrats (Vicens 1969:259-260),

On the other hand, the Spanish bourgeoisie was more advanced
than elsewhere in Europe, and, already in 1188, had been summoned to
the first Castilian Cortes. As O'Callaghan comments: "Parliamentary
growth in the peninsular kingdoms was a manifestation of a common
European phenqmenon, but it is noteworthy that it occurred earlier in
Spain than elsewhere" (1974:410). However, the Spanish bourgeoisie
was not yet sufficiently strong for its too early attempt at revolution,
vhich was doomed to failure,

Charles V, upon accession, had antagonized, or rather offended
the pride of, the Castilian aristocracy; at the same time he attempted

to raise special taxes from the Castilian commoners. These revolted,

and were quite successful, until a scared aristocracy united to defeat

*This is a basic problem which has only been resolved recently
in the 20th century,
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them at Villalar, near Valladolid, on 23 April, 1521, shattering
forever the Castiliap bourgeoisie and its ideology. As a result,
"part of the middle class became a parasitic group" (Vicens 1969:345),
in imitation of the aristocratic victors. As for the nobles, they
"had won the civil war, but they could no longer break their alliance
with the monarchy," which

bad thus won its political victory in Castile only at the
cost of letting the nobility contract out of the financial
obligations of the state and the empire, The rising-
burden of taxes fell, therefore, on those least able to
bear them and on the only classes whose activities and

investments could have developed the Castilian economy
(Koenigsberger 1974:425),

Aristocratic Dominstion and the Pastoralist Ideology

The immediate economic effects were hidden by the propitious
arrival of American treasure,»which provided an artificial financial
stimulus to the reaction. As a result of this hollow prosperity,
disaster was slow to come and its cauées difficult to perceives(&.f.
Kamen 1978). Aristocratic interests and ideology were totally

victorious,

The triumph and splendor of the nobility created a pro-
aristocratic attitude throughout Castile; not because

of any attempt to emulate the deeds of the great lords,

but because the aristocracy was exempt from all taxes, and
the greatest ambition of the poor Castilian commoner was
to some day attain the rank of hidalgo, in order to free
himself from the ever more onerous taxes (Vicens 1969:245),

‘This ideal of sefioritismo (Lliving like a small lord) exists to this

day in Hoyeles,* together with its noble aims in life, such as living

*and in many other parts of Spain and even Hispano-America,

according to much of the anthropological literature on these areas,
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off rents, spending surplus cash conspicuously, etc,

| The dominant attitude towards agriculture was a reflection of
this dominant ideology.v The peasants would pay their seignorial dues
(byqurce if necessary) no matter how little they produced. Sheep,
.on the 6ther hand, could.more quickly produce good, easy revenues,
It is tﬁe form of‘economy_requiring the smallest number of labourers,
and the crown and theharistocracy already controlled sufficient
grazing land. All that was requiréd was to establish and safeguard the
caﬁadas(sheepifrails).

The cafiadas were up to ninety-zgzggv(yards) wide, and a few
were several hundred miles long, The flocks were guarded by armed
shepherds. There were either no measures to prevent the burning of
forests and trespass on cultivated land, or there were laws in favour
of the herdsman, especially after the Cathoiic Monarchs, These
resolved a problem, which had existed since at least the beginning of
the 13th century, in favour of livestock, The origins of this con-

- stant disequilibrium between livestock and cultivation are even more
traditional, dating in Castile from Celtiberian times, according to
Caro Baroja (1975}11:89-90).

The monopolistic regulation of the wool trade signified easy,
immediate money for the crown, according to Vicens Vives (1969:301-304),
end indicated an almost total orientation of the Castilian econonmy
towards herding, and "explains the anguish of the farmers" (Vicens
1969:302). The immediate result was an agricultural crisis: "The
very serious threat of famine in 1506 was not the result of a Series

of adverse climatic circumstances, but of a deficient agrarian
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structure, produced by one-sided protection of livestock, absenteeism
in rural aress....” (Vicens 1969:305),
The problem of course lay not in the small local herds of each

village, which grazed on the common pastures and the stubble of the

fields, led in a dula (common herd) by the municipal shepherds, The
vest, transhumant herds of the Mesta were something different, and
pernicious to the whole equilibrium of agriculture, And nobody in

power "thought this mattered. Down to the eighteenth century stock

breeding was believed to be the natural industry of Spain, the source
of her sﬁperior nobility and of her military prowess" (Brenan 1950a:
128), Praise of the pastoralist ideology was sung by those on high:
a free, simple, austere way of life, on the one band; and on thé other,
instability afxd festlessness, nobility and pé.ternalism, a life free
from the sweat and aching backs of hoeing the soil, As Brenan comments: _
“The famous orientalism of the FSpaniards is not due to ‘Arab blood'"
(19503.:105), whiéh is all the inore obvious when one remembers the
cultivated plains of Andalucia before the Christian reconquest.,

The prestige associated with owning a herd of sheep is still

today_pa‘rt of the values of the older generation of farmers in Hoyales

and district. As recently as 1947 there were still 18 small flocks of
sheep in Hoyales, all owned ‘by the richer peasants, partly as a symbol

of wealth. When the rising wages riemanded by the shepherds in the

| late 19508 made the operation unpfofitable, the herds were mostly
sold off, It is worth noting that now, perhaps for the first time,
the shepherds are often the proprietors of their own small flocks.

In spite of all the beautiful words and ideals associated with a
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pastoral occupation, .shepherds have aiways been a labouring caste in
Spain; and, regardless of what they might themselves have thought
about their own worth,i the only real prestige was for the owner of the
flock, not for the herder,

Faced with/a dominant pastoralist, hierarchical ideology,
much of what was still left of the traditional communalist ideal of
Castilian farmers (Naredo 1974:18) seems to have died out. As for
traditionél freedoms, the right of landed serfs to abandon their lord

was confirmed in 1481, Given the distribution of land in Castile (as

mentioned above), "the freedom of 1481 meant only the freedom to die
of hunger" (Vicens 1969:299).

‘ Eveﬁ land tenure was soon to undergo a change for the worse, ' *
During the beginning of the 16th century, prices, especially of agri-
cultural produce, started to rise, helped by colonial trade., ' The ,
nobility made an effort to recover lands in the hands of farmers at
nominal feudal dues; they then returned the fields to the same peas~
ants under a:réntal contract, issued for é limited time and involving
a real profit (Vicens 1969:344), Furthermore,

the fixing of wheat prices ... which had already been used

eee. 85 an occasional measure ,,, was restored as s perm-

anent feature after 1539 ... [and] placed the peasant in an

unfavourable position compared with other branches of
production where prices were left free (Vicens 1969:346) .*

In the second half of the 16th century precious metals from

America (of which very little was ever invested in economic production)

*This situation would sound remarkably familiaer to today's
Castilian farmers!
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led to severe inflation, an-agriculturai prices quadrupled in the
16th century (Vicens 1969:377), although food in the cities became
expensive because of the black market which always thrives on price
controls; hence there was femine in the country,

So long as economic activity was expanding ... the farmer
[bouldf settle his accounts with the lord and the mortgage-
holder, When the drop in agricultural prices occurred,
however--because, among other reasons, the Indies now
supplied their own needs--the farmer found that at the
end of the year he did not have enough money to pay the
interest he owed ... and a transfer of land took place
-which simply aggravated the process of concentration of
- property (Vicens 1969:345),

Aristocratic Values

All this might go some way towards explaining that feature of
the Spanish national character much commented upon by most observers,
“"the central weakness of Spain, the attitude of mind that despised
productive work and those who engaged in it., Far too many strove to
live the life of a hidalgo" (Koenigsberger 197L:428)., As Vicens
Vives explains: -

A bad example was offered to the working class of the 1500s;

they saw how the nobles, with no effort on their part, became

richer and richer by the simple mechanism of the rise in

prices, and how the active and businesslike bourgeoisie went

down to defeat, The rustic was told so many times that labor

was degrading..,.. On the social ladder, the middle rung which

might have served as an incentive was disappearing, and the

tenant farmer and laborer lost faith in their work.,.., They

had to work hard for mere subsistence, .., (1969:341),

The reality of existence was mirrored by the Picaresque novel

"with its implicit satire of a society in which one could make one's
way by cleverness and roguery rather than by honest ﬁork--that is, if

one did not happen to be born a nobleman® (Koenigsberger 1974:428),
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As they séy in Hoyales: "De bueno a tonto hay solo un paso” (from
kind to foolish is but a single step). To be smart and cunning is
assumed of others, and is encouraged in children by their parents.,
Goodness is not despised, rather it is pitied--although no one with
other interests can ever be assumed to be good, even if they are
occasionally ffoolish'. The visitor to Spain is regularly told that
everybody (else, presumably) is bad (Brenan 1950b:227), This is
obviously not true, in spite of the folklore; Spaniards have merely
been faught to place their own and family interest before Christian
morality or objective common interests, Of course, it could be
argued that the welfare of the family if_moral and sensible, Certain-
1y, fo fail the family would be highly immoral and stupid, given the
circumstances, This regardless of moralistically patronizing foreign
anthropologists, many of whom have been notoriously ethnocentric with
regard to Mediterranean peasantry, due probably to their ignorance of
the dominant social reality and history (e.g. the ‘Amoral Faﬁilism'
of Italian peasants, described by Banfield),

On the other extreme from the Picaresque novel, Spain's
'Golden‘Age' in literature* also offered great drama, "But the
social purpose of these plays was essentially conservative: the
defense of the highly structured,Spahish society of the time ,,,
achieved by insisting for all social ranks ... on the sPéciai dignity

and honour of their status" (Koenigsberger 197h:428), The magnificent

*Interestingly the product of a society in decline,
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(though politically loaded) lines pronounced by the alcalde (mayor)

de Zalamea in Calderon's Play, are an irresistible quote:
Al Rey la hacienda y la vida (To the King, estate and life

se ha de dar; pero el honor one has to give; but honour

es patrimonio del alma; is the heritage of the soul;

'Y el alma s0lo es de Dios. and ;:he soul belongs only to
God,

It is worth noting here that dignity and honour were the ruling

principles of Franco's Fuero de los Espaiioles (Statute Law of the

Spanish People, 1967: Articles 1, 4, 25). It is also worth quoting
part of Article 22: "The State recognizes and protects the family as
& natural institution and the foundation of 'sqciety, with rights and
duties anterior and superior to every positive human law...."
' Familism is not amoral--it is the law! And the feeling (not the
reality) of dignity and honour are all that the simple épania.rd is
allowed by society. Furthermore, since Philip II's statutes of purity
of blood, personal honour became seen &s an ascribed value depending
on a set of circumstances substantially outside the control or achieve-
ment of the individual (Koenigsberger 1974:423), This was confirmed
by the impregnability of the honour of the upper-class, regardless of
their actual behaviour, from the sanctions of the people (Pitt-Rivers
1968:60) .

In Hoyales, a person's honour is recognized (if at all) by
the older generation on the basis of blood or family, not of indivi-
dual merit; yet the most serious offence is one against personal
honour. Dignity would appear to be more democratic: it is the demon-
stration of pfide expected 'By the downtrodden, and always appears to

be respected in the village.
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The Castilian Economy

On the national level, the second part of the 16th and the
17th centuries were a series of economic bankruptcies, regular fémines

and plagues, imperialist and disastrous wars, and a 20% decline in the

population of Castile (Koenigsberger 1974:432), The population of the

8ix main cities of Old Castile were (total): 27,167 heads of family

in 159k; 11,496 in 1694 (Vicens 1969:428), somewhat indicative of the

continued decline of the Castilian bourgeoisie, More devastating

still, was "the sheer misery of the rural population" (Koenigsberger
197k :432) , |

However, as Vicens Vives says: "In a closed economy, as
Hapsburg Spain still was, a district's food supply was reduced to
what its agricultural resources could produce" (1969:414). During a
pefiod of national calamity, the corollary could fortunately apply.
In other words, the situation in the comarca of our study was not
always as disastrous as in Castile generally, For instance, in 1603,
the king's almsgiver already mentioned above travelled through the

district and wes well fed with chick-peas in Hoyales, Of Aranda, he

commented that it was a "buena" (good) city; and of the area between
Hoyales and San Martin, that almond trees were planted in all the
fields like in the Dauphiné, and that cranes were nesting in all the

bell-tovers (Garcia 1959:II:89), Things do not sound too disastrous.

In the 16th century, the comarca is already predominantly a
wine-producing ares, induced partly by the easy market of the city of
Burgos, still in expansion as a centre of the Mesta for the export of

wool (Molinero 1977:12), But the demographic decline of the 1T7th
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century was accompanied by economic decline (Molinero 1977:12).
According to Zamora (1965:560), seven villages in the comarca were
abandonéd; Roa's five pariéhes were reduced to three; only wine was
produced, and during bad years many villagers were obliged to seek
wage-labour or beg or emigrate,

By the end of the 18th century, there were only a dozen almond
trees left in the district., The bishop of Osma attempted to promote

agriculture and make the inhébitants of the Ribera abandon the plahting

of vineyards and plant orchards of fruit trees instead, but the natives

resisted, "being very pleased dealing in wine" (Zamora 1965:561), This
sounds like a case of blind leading the blind, for this was the bishop
who then had an olive;grove planted in Berlangas-and an oil press
built--none of which lasted through too many Castilian winters.
However, even though the bishop may have had a good point suggesting
agricuitural experiment and diversity, the peasants were probably too
depressed to be either imaginative or enthusiastic, an attitude still
commented upon & century later in Madoz (1849:XIII:519), but they
could understand that viticulture was highly labourfintensive. :

Loperraez (1788:II:7) notes that, compared with diocesan

accounts of the eafly 17th century, total production in the plain of
Roa had decreased in value by over 1100%! This may be exaggerated,

but certainly indicates a severe depression, He is quoted by Zamora

(1965:621) as commenting: "The people of this district are satisfied
with the plantation and cultivation of vineyards for a large part of
the year and for the rest wander unemployed, with no more employment

nor occupation than to visit the wine-cellars,"
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_ However, with a little bi'ea.d to supplement the liquid diet,
the peasants of the conﬁrca could at least try to forget their prob-
lems, unlike many others in Spain who had even less, And there was
perhaps the mystical consolation of fulfilling the ideology of auster-
ity promoted by ecclesiaétical leaders (Vicens 1969:49k), Nevertheless,
any change at all had to be an improvement, The traditionalists were

intellectually bankrupt or their proposals ignored, and could offer

nothing new, For the poor pegs’ants of Spain, the Enlightenment of the

18th century and the bourgeois Liberalism of the 19th could only be a

blessing, even if in disguise.




CHAPTER VI
THE ARTISTOCRATIC ENLIGHTENMENT
AND THE FEUDAL STRUCTURE OF HOYALES

"El trabajo manual no es deshonroso" (Manual work is not
dishonourable. Royal decree by Charles III),

The Enlightenment and Reform

Although misery was general in the countryside, there were
some peasant proprietors who had resources just sufficient to tide
them over a s._hort crisis, by the end of which they might even be able

to expand by buying out the odd very small proprietor, Gradually,
some minifundist peasants were able to employ others with insufficient
land on which to survive. Thelorigins of this growing inequality
between small and smaller peasants can be found in the increased
"freedom of action" for some peasants resulting from the introduction
of land rentals as a more profitable substitution for feudal dues

(Naredo 1974:21).

However, the further enrichment of peasants, and an increase
in their access to property, were clearly limited by entailment of the

great majority of the land, All this wes merelj an aspect of the closed

system under the Hapsburgs mentioned above, Foster's model of peasant
society and the Image of Limited Good (1965 & 1972) is quite correct
descriptively, but ignores the fact that Limited Good is not merely
a peasant's image of reality, but also a S_tate:im;.)osed reality. Being
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& dominant ideology, it is shared, furthermore, by most classes and
occupations within that society. |

A limited vision, which’could only extend its sights exten-
sively in the direction of the past, and could envision no progress
because it had witnessed none, was the ideology against which the so-
called Enlightgnment fought with more or less success,

In Spain, the beginning of this movement coincides exactly
with the entrance of French aristocratic influence at the beginning
of the 18th century and the arrival of the Bourbon dynasty, However,
it should be borne in mind that all reformist movements in modern
Spaniéh history have been hindered, delayed, watered down, and either
moderated or corrupted, by the continual political tug-of-war betwéen
progrésﬁye and reactionary forces--the latter usually being the more
powerful, and énly‘being overtaken by events, never vanquished,
Moreover, the time taken for many reforms initiated at the national
level to reach the level of the comarca can occasionally seem to be
eternal, However, one of the tendencies imported from France was tpe
increasing centralisation of administration, which has continued to
this day, and has led:to decisions faken in Madrid having ever more
local effect, and to a growing homogeneity of the country,

Demography is a useful indicator of conditions: by the end
of.the 18th century the population of the country had increased by 50%,
due mainly to fewer wars, plagues and famines, and some better hygiene;
but the countryside and cities of Castilé continued depopulated
(Vicens 1969:48Lk), waevér, with the increased population and wurban

market for agricultural produce, agriculture began to be profitable

N\
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again after 1763 (Vicens 1969:507).

Increased profitability togeﬁher with the new ideas of the
times, led to attempts by some ‘enlightened’ pr0prietofs'to introduce
innovations from Europe, As a large part of aristocratic and eccles-
iasticel revenue was still in kind, increased production could benefit
the ruling classes (Naredo 1974:30). "For the first time in two cen-
turies the State invested the country's revenues in something positive
[i.e. agricuiture]” (Vicens 1969:515). |

Two reforms would directly favour Castilian agriculture, and
lead to an eventual recuperatlon of the region, One was the removal
of wheat price fixing., The other was the gradual breaking after 1758
of the monopoly of the Mesta, which was eventually abolished a century
later. The long-term results of this were that new agricultural land
could be broken, and local flocks were advantaged,

The ancient competition between agriculture and stock-ralsing
began to be moderated by the introduction of new fodder crops; though
even today "the low percentage of land utilized for fodder crops is a
good indicator of [this] divorce” (Naval Intelligence Division 19hk:
185), This led to new arguments against the pfivileges'of the Mesta
and the existing property system: the Mesta had required entailed
properfy and had been against enclosure and small private property
(Naredo 197&;31). Therefore disentailment and enclosures became the
ordef of the day, together with a spreading of the concept of indivi-
dual private property, These changes, it was believed would bring
public prosperity--and & higher tax income for the State. Yet this

was not a bourgeois revolution, so there was no attempt, nor courage
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enough, to limit the civil entail by which the latifundia wére pre-
served intact,

Increased prices and population had led to severe demand for
land, with resulting high increases in land prices and rents (and
obvious difficulties for the small peasant), This made the commons
and ecclesiast_ical entail (civil entail was avoided until the Second
Republic) a most desirable target for some landlords, merchants and
rich peasants (Naredo 197k:2k). Few of these domestic reforms proposed
under Charles III were carried through at the time, Yet the debate
was set for the bourgeoisie of the 19th century,

The opposing proposals for agrarian reforhz had been in cir-
culation éince the 16th century, but unfortunately with a singular lack
of success., This was the 'Collectivist' school of thinkers, with a
type of socialist ideology (Brenan 1950a:U6). For the Collectivists,
the remedy to the lack of production, and ‘especially to the problem of
large propietors not exploiting their land, was that land should belong
to nature or to the farmer, and the fruit of labour should belong to
- the producer (Costa‘ 1915:I1:419), This ideology of "the land for those
who work it" is a recurring cry among the small peasantry of Castlle.

Although nothing much really changed for the Castilian peasant
during the reign of Charles III, one may presume that some money was
coming in to Hoyales » because the parish church was extensively rebuilt
in 1778, in a grandiose style of which the villagers are so proud

And, luckily for researchers, there is at last some serious:
documentatlon (to which reference will be made throughout this report)

in the form of the 1752 Catastro (Census of real property) of the
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Marqués (Marquis) de la Ensenada, one of the Bourbons' more able and

prog:'essive ministers,

Hoyales in the 18th Century: The Censui of Ensenada

As the Catastro de Ensenada is the earliest census we have
for Hoyales, it is worth attempting to extract from it some idea of
the circumstances of the population before the beginnings of bourgeois
influence on the Spanish state, The census was officially 'verified!’

in 1761 (Comprobaciones de las respuestas generales, Simancas),

‘ perhapg because of an obvious mistrust on the part of the population
when ‘_answering such an unknown quantity as a census. When replies
differ between the twb, I shall -quote those of 1761, as being a little
more ‘relié.ble.

Hoyales had 88 vecinoé* in 1761, all of the 'general' estate
except one noble household,** To calculate the total numbei of inhab-
itants, Molinero and his colleagues at the Department of Geography of
the University of Valladolid multiply the number of vecinos (counting ‘
independént unmarried and widowed adults as half a vecino) by k4,17 H

‘thus one could estimate the number of inhabitants of Hoyales in 1761

at about 367 (See chapter IX).

There were 93 houses in the village, of which 18 were

*a concept similar to adult resident or head of household,

*¥This was probably a family of hidalgos, which meant they were
exempt from taxation., As they do not figure among the list of largest
landowners in the village, they were probably wealthy only in pride,
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uninhabiteble by the standards of the time and place; all were "low"
(i.e. probably single:storey), and there was no lien on any, This
means. that 88 households shared 75 dwellings. One vecino and three

widows were declared to be formally "poverty-stricken" and may have

lived in the communal.hdséiféi (poor house), All the houses were in a
nucleus below the castle on the hill-side, All building along the
mill-ditch on ofchard or garden land is probably recent.

In 1761 there were 37 labradores;* 56 jornaleros (day-

labourers); and two salaried herdsmen, one for sheep, the other for

qattle.

There were also men carrying on the following trades, and
seemingly receiving their salaries (which were determined by the |
Mhnicipality) from the proceeds of the Commons (in approximate descend-
ing order according to wages): a surgeon (or paramedic); a mason; two
carpenters (one only in 1752); a tailor; a black-smith; an innkeeper;

& primary-school master; a cobbler "of new and old" (i.e. he could
both repair and make hemp--and leather?--sandals); a butcher; a grocer;
a tavernykegper; and a doctor from Roa giving assistance in Hoyales,

~ Furthermore, the sexton received a municipal salary plus a

small portion of the tithes; the ecclesiastical procurer similarly,
There were also a parish priest and a chaplain, who had to share the
ecclesiaétical revenues with the sexton and procurer of tithes, and

also with a retired priest, a chaplain in Fuentecén, one other eccles-

iastical benefice-holder, the highest-ranking priest and the notary of

¥peasant-farmers disposing of working animals, and probably:
having access, as owner or tenant, to some means of production.
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the comarca, the grammar school in Aranda, and the Cathédral in Osma,
And of course, the parish priest had to support hig fa;'mworkers > house-
- servants, and whatever nieces or other relatives weré keeping him
company;* though he had control over a large portion of the village
land, it is possible that he had trouble making ends meet, as was
common for parish priests in small villages (Brenan 1950a.:48) ,

Probably the best living in the village was made by the person
who rented from_.the Overlord the job of clerk and various unspecified
feudal rights (possibly» the collec_tior_x of taxes or rents), His rent
-was 2200 ;Ilg_al_e;s_ (= 550 pesetas), which was equivalent to a year's average
lebouring wages 170 years later H _f.he amount he managed to squeeze out
of the poPula.t:lon of Hoyales is not specified.

The commons or municipality covered the wages of its special-
ists, and other expenses, mostly from the proceeds of communal
pfoperty: an inn, a tavern, grocery and butcher's shops, a mill, a
forge, a wine-press, two bodegaé (wine-vaults), and rentable common
lands. Much of all this was not used communally, but was rented out to
individuals, For common use were the school, the wine-press and vaults,
and the wood and scrub lands, and pastures (some of which were even
“irrigated)., The poor house paid its way with the rent from specific-
ally assigned municipal and ecclesiastical property,

The village territory was probably the same as now, with the
possible exception of the north-east panhandle (c.f. Map 3) which

belonged to the Community of Haza before the disentailment, It is

*In Roa, according to Ensenada, 103 clergy and their dependents
would appear to have been living off the revenues from ecclesiastical
property,
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‘difficult to tell, because, where property figures are given in
Ensenada, they are ﬁsually in taxsble value. The measure of area most
commonly used is the traditional fanega, which is actuaily & measure
of capacity for dry goods (grain, beans, seed, etc.),_and is equivalent
to 55.5 litres volume or about 1% bushels, As a fanega of land is the b
area sown by a fanega of seed, there is obviously considerable differ- o
ence of area according to the crop and the density of seeding permitted

by the quality of the land. The traditional Castilian fanega, as it

is now used in Hbyales, varies in area from one-fifth hectare in

irrigated fields to one-third Ha., in low quality dry lands. | E},i

In 18th century Hoyales, areas were standardized according to
the crop most commonly sown on each class of land, even occasionally
giving the name of this crop to the class of land: e.g. most small
irrigated fields around the village nucleus became known as cafiamares,
from‘géﬁggg (hemp) ; most of the unirrigated poor quality lands near
the village are called centenales, after centeno (rye). In Hoyales the
area of the fanega varied from 140 varas (1 vara is just under 1 yard)
square for cafiamares to as much as 600 varas square for centenales,

Vineyards were planted at a density of between 1200 and 1500 vines per

fanega (which fanega?) depending on the quality of the land, ALl of
which mkes a detailed description of land use and property distribution
difficult for this researcher,

The total area of the village lands in the census is given at

254} fanegas., Only 182 fanegas were irrigated, and of these, 80 were

caﬁamares,* and 70 were pasture (for the village herds, or maybe for

. *Hemp was used locally for sandals; the navy also used it for
rigging. A
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those of the Haza Community) ; pear, apple, quince and plum trees, and
veget&bies were grown, together with poplars for building wood, on
the remaining 22 fanegas, There were 1520 fanegas of unirrigated
cereal land, of all three qualities, mostly intermediate, There were
390 fanegas of vineyards, again mostly on land of intermediate quality,
Unirrigated pasfure land accounted for 170 fanegas; and scrub and wood
land covered 280 fanegas, Finally there‘wére 2 fanegas of threshing
floors (See Map 4). Molinero has calculated in st#ndard hectares the
distribution of space ianbyales: scrub: 127 Has.; pasture: L7 Has,;
irrigated fields: 37 Has. (the most in the comarca, but much less than
today) ; cereal: 507 Has.; vineyards: 130 Has,; for a total area of
848 Has.((Mblinero 1977:13).
|  The cereals grown were wheat, barley, rye, and oats., The
unirrigated fields could only be sown after a year of fallow. Yields
were only three to five times the seed sown, Irrigated land was
obviously valued higher than dry land for pasture, But the cash
.value of crops produced in irrigated fields was not so good, One
fanega produced on average with hemp 40 reales (=10 ptas.), with fruit
80 reales, with vegetables 30; One fanega of unirrigated land on the
other hand could produce up to 60 reales worth of wheat (every two
years) or 150 of wine (yearly). It is not really surprising that so
mﬁch irrigated land was given up to pasture, nor that the afea under
irrigation was not much expanded until more thah a century later,

The commons possessed the largest share of land in the village,
though exactly how much is not>clear; I make it to be 610 fanegas, or

about a quarter of the total area, There are two types of communal
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property: that which is rented out, and property for the common use of
all villagers., The mill appears to have been rented to an individual;
the school, forge, wine-press and vaults were for public use, The
pastures and wood and scrub lands were also for common usé (the latter
for firewood), It is not clear whether the municipal fields were
'rentéd to indivlidual peasants or worked directly by the municipality
with hired labour, As for the income :t‘rpm ell this property, it is
not clear whether it was used to pay the municipal tradesmen, nor

whether the municipality paid any of the feudal dues for the inhabitants,

The types of tax and dues ‘men’cioned in the Ensenada census
are innumerable, 'and seemingly on absolutely everything, They were
paid to the Crown, the overlorfi, various ecclesiastical and civil
administration officials; and were in both cash and kind, It was
difficult for the writer to work out the total revenues of the vil-
lagers and the proportion paid to the ruling classes, in return for
seemingly no services, Molinero (1987:14) has calculated feudal dues
for Roa in 1752 at the incredibly high rate of 202 reales (over 18
Ducats or approximately 50 pasetas) per household per year,

Apart from receiving feudal dues, both the church and the

overlord owned productive (and tax-free) property in Hoyales., The
Count of Miranda was the biggest single private proprietor in the

village with 197%— fanegas of land.* The church controlled 520 fanegas R

or over one-fifth of the total area., 155 fanegas were owned by

*In 1931, the Count was the second largest proprietor in the
country (Tamames 1976:63).
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individuai clefics, and directly worked by'them. Much of the remainder
was apparently rented out, The profits went to two chérities, five
chaplaincies (four of them in other villages) and five religious
brotherhoods (of which one was in Haza),

The Community of Haza, apart from pasture rights, possessed
in Hoyales 38 plots totalling 120 fanegas; these were the notorious
gggégg, with the peculiar method of distributing usufruct discussed
earlier (Chapter IIT), |

These accounts indicate a remainder of 1095 fanegas of land,
or t%o-fifths of the total aréa, and vhich seems to have been private
property., But this was not all for the 37 peasant-proprietors
of Hoyales, 79 inhabitants of Fuentecén owned some property in
Hoyales. 21 inhabitants of other nearby villages also owned prop-
erty here, as did seven inhabitants of other provinces,

What did our 37 'rich' peasants possess? As regards land,
the richest individual had 46 plots, with a total taxable value equiv-
alent to one-twentieth of the private property of the lord, or about
ten fanegas, He probably worked other Tields as a tenant farmer too,

Furthermore, all the 37 peasant proprietors had working
animils, and some of the 58 labourers probably had a few food-producing -
animals, In descending order of taxable value, here is the census of
farm animals for 1752: 31 mares, 38 cows, 16 sows, 34 (female) donkeys ,
17 beehives, 45 rams, 28 goats, 90 ordinary ewes, 45 lambs. The
following animals were not taxed: 60 oxen, 5 mules, 9 horses, 9
donkeys, 83 hogs, The females were taxed for producing milk and off-

spring. There is no census of hens or rabbits, which were probably in




every houseilold.

It is worth noting thatvthere were not enough pigs for every
household, indicating some extreme poverty with no spare scraps of
food. It is also worth noting that oxen far outnumbered mules and
horses; today _there is no cattle at all in Hoyales, and within living
memory cows have only been kept for their milk, Only the richest
peasants had mules in the 18th century, Mules were more prestigious,
for moving faster--and for costing more than three times as much in

upkeep as an ox (Parain 1941:133), The mule probably spread through

Spain as é. result of French influence.*

To give an indication: of the unequal distribution of farm
animals in Hoyales in 1761, the then-mayor possessed the following:
2 oxeﬁ, 2 meres, 2 mules (1 only for transporting people), 2 cows,
5 unbroken horses, 2.pigs, 18 male and 17 female donkeys, 50 eves,
20 lambs (female), 15 young rams, 7 goats and 1 colt,

Each peasant with a team of working animals had to pay the
Count of Miranda a special annual tax of £ fanega of wheat and 3
fanega of barley, and one hen; peasants with only half a team paid

half, 1In 1761, the villagé was in 1at§suit against the count, who

claimed that every working head of household owed him a chicken,
Seemingly this was a class action undertsken by the municipality,

though the municipal officials were probably the count's men. In the

municipal archives, there is a 1768 decree by "the Count of Miranda,

Duke of Pefiaranda [etc. " naming council officers "for this, my town,"

*It may be of interest that the farmer's cry to drive mules
is the same in Hoyales as in the Auvergne: "Arre" (a.rez?).




CHAPTER VII

THE SECOND BOURGEOIS REVOLUTION:
FATILURE AND REFORM
"Anyoné tempted to decry the innovations brought by the

Liberal regime should compare the state of 0ld Castile
in 1808 with its state in 1932" (Brenan 1950a:126),

Liberalism and Civil War

The conditions of poor peasants in Hoyales during the Second
Republic were pathetic, but the life of most of the peasantry before
the Liberal reforms of the 19th century.was almost unbelievable,
Liberalism, as Brenan himself says (1950a :345), was far from the
ideal solution tq the problems of Spain, but it was a progressive (
movement, and no other progressive solutions were offered (Vicens x
1969:608) . |

The modern age began with a violent upheaval, which even

directly affected our comarca of the Ribera, In November of 1808,

Napoleon's invading armies crossed the Duero at Aranda, to suppress
the popular risings which had started on 2nd May in Madrid, The

peasantry of minifundist Spain. Joined or supported guerilla movements

to repulse the invasion, Tﬁe_ local hero and leader of our comsrca was
General Juan Martin, 'El Empecinado' (the pertinacious)., on 16 April
1813 his troops, together with those of General Merino, liberated Roa,
after the French garrison had sacked the town,
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"But the population which fought Napoleon the invader also
hated Napoleon the representative of the principles of the French
Revolution" (Ia Souchére 1964:6). The 1812 Constitutionlﬁf Cadiz
"had little basis in ... mediaeval precedents ... and was inspired
by the.constitutions of revolutionary France,... The abolition of the
Inquisition ... produced a conservative reaction, as did all liberal

anti-clericalism through to the Second Republic" (Carr 1974:436). 1In

fact, progressive forces'never were put into power by, or with the

- Support of, a majority of the population until thé 19305, but by
royal or military choice (La Souchdre 1965:5): "In ﬁineteenth— and
twentieth-century Spain, thé privileged minorities .,. have taken the
initiative in all refoﬁm moveﬁents."

| The continual see-éawing in power between progressives and
reactionaries made the 19th century one of almost constant civil war,
with obviously disastrous effects on the economy. At the local level,
personal and political rivalries were confused and aggravated, as
described most interestingly in Roa, by the Memoirs of s Mayor of Roa,

Gregério Gonzdlez Arranz (Lazo ed, 1935),

In 1820, the 1812 Liberals managed to get into power, as a
result of which elections were called. In Roa, these were held in the

church amid some blasphemous language* (Lazo ed, 1935:25),

*Blasphemy is horrifyingly common in Spain, especially among
male labourers and students, indicating a profoundly awbivalent atti-
tude towards an oppressive organization which is also believed to be
the sole possessor of the ultimate truth. In Hoyales, blasphemy
usuvally involves defecating some sacred object or personage, disguised
by a slight change in the sacred word; the offence is habitual enough
to merit special municipal ordinances, '
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Less than three years later the Liberal government fell and
the Constitution was abolished, earlier officials being re-named to
their positions. Apparently the fall of the *revolutionary! govern~
ment was enthusiastically received by the local peasantry: “Delegations
from all the villages in the comarcs came to Roa .., shouting 'Long
live the absolute king! Long live religion! Long live the mayor, don
Gregorio Gonzalez! Death to the Constitution!'" (Lazo ed, 1935:31).

A Roa batallion»of Royalist Volunteers was formed; two hundred liberalé

were gaoled; and an enormous feast was given in Roa for all the ‘loyal
royal:_ists' from the surrounding irillages, using the wine of one of the
prisoners,

A few months later, at the feast of the patron saint, the
vidlent sermbn of the guest preacher, a Carmelite monk, against "the
seed of secret revolutionary sects, communalist rebels and free-masons,
who threaten our faith and our motherland” (Lazo ed, 1935:37), caused
& riot and near disaster for the political prisoners,

That same autumn of 1823 > the most prestigious > and dangerous,
of all local liberals was captured with his gang of sixty supporters s

and gaoled in Roa, This was the 'Empecinado'--as Lazo comments: "the

best of all the guerrilleros of [the war of] Independence” (1935:11),
Two years later he was executed by order of the King, and became a

martyr to the Cause for local liberals, In spite of the dominant

local ideology, these did exist among some classes and in some places
especially, For example, Nava was described despisingly by Gonzdlez
as the "most communalist, constitutional, anti-monarchical village of

Spain" (Lazo ed. 1935:43-kk), Why Nava should have been different--
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if indeed they were so mﬁch—-from other villages in the comarca is
unclear, Nowadays, Nava is only distinguishable by being the sole
village in the comréa still to possess communal property distributed

by lot among the inhabitants; this is a hill with vineyards, The

municipality is also the lucky possessor of a resin-pine grove (Serv-
icio de Extensién Agraria 1973:6); and the farmers are the only ones

in the district to grow melons. Anyway, the village suffered severely

for the political views of its inhabitants by being burned down in

1840 by the Carlists (Zamora 1965 :584),

"The dynastic war between Isabelline liberalism and Carlism
was a savage civil war between urban liberalism and rural tradition-
alism" (Carr 1974:437). Of the half century of Carlist Wars, the
first (1833-3_9) directly affected the comarca of the Ribera. Apart
from the pillaging, destruction and deaths .duez directly to the war,
the district also suffere'd from a severe cholera epidemic in the
Summer of 1834,

The traditionalists of the comarca had been prepared for

battle against the liberals for a decade, When war broke out, the Roa

battallion joined the guerilla army of General Merino, a priest and one-
time colleague of the 'Empecinado', near the farm of Ventosilla (Map 3)*
By that time the local liberals had been returned to power by the

national government, and were trying to revenge their erstwhile perse-

cutions, Even the new Prior of Roa was a constitutionalist,

*La Ventosilla is the only latifundium in the comarcs estab-
lished since the Middle Ages,
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In the spring of 1835, Merino suddenly entered Roa with his
troops, pillaging, and setting fire to the church because some of
the so-called 'atheists!’ had'taken refuge therein, A year later
another Carlist expedition sent ail the liberals running away to
Pehafiel, As soon as the troops had left, the liberals returned,
and the local Carlists fled (Zamora 1965:571) .

During the summer of 1837, the Carlists controlled the whole

region. Gonzalez was named mayor of Roa and surrounding villeges,

and upon his return was acclaimed by 2000 persons. New officials
were named, and there was a High Mass, attended by the mayors and
priests of 80 municipalities.(Zamora 1965:572). The town was also
full of Carlist troops. "Never has the town seen itself so thronged
with people" (Zamora 1965:573).

However, the Carlists failed to carry through their advantage,
They evacuated their 800 soldiers from Valladolid to Roa, and, on
29 September, retired north towards the river Ebro, According to
Lope Cilleruelo (presumably & Carlist supporter; quoted by Zamora

1965:573-&), three years later "the liberal rabble, well armed and

supported continued executlng, sacking and burning in Roa, in the
name of 11berty and the Constitution." In June of 1840, the Carlist
General Balmaseda decided to destroy Roa "'for its infidelities'"

(Zamora 1965:57k), and, having invaded Castile again, he set fire to

the town, destroying three-quarters of the houses (i.e., about 600
buildings), part of the temple, and most of the archives.
This was one of the last acts of the first Carlist War., A

few days later a fund was started in the cities of Burgos and
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Palencia, with special theatre performances, to help the inhabitants
of Roa and Nava,

The population of the comarca was certainly very active
during this war, but it is unclear who and how many were on each side.
Were most of the local peasants simply on the side of the victor (who
changed continﬁaliy during those years), anxious to avoid trouble for

a non-local issue? Or was there a local issue, and were the locals as

worked up as the documents lead one to believe? It is not possible to

decide this on the basis of logical, objective interests, Perceived

interests are the only reality for action, together with petty jeal-
ousies and divisions, Long-term gains cannot be relevant to a poor
peasant,

.‘ This civil war may have been responsible for the present fear
of the danger of open passions and involvement in.wider issues. The
fickleness of 19th ceﬁtury Spanish politics seems to have taught the
villagers, at least in Hoyales, to be prudent., In the Hoyales town
hall, there were still pictures of Frando in the summer of 1978; was
this caution, indifference or extreme political idealism?

Carlism was a sort of yearning for the past, for mediaeval

rights (Brenan 1950 :204-5). This is why the movement found support
in areas with an independent small peasantry, who had something better

than the present to look back to. That was in minifundist Spain.,

Most important perhaps was the Liberal 'betrayal' of religion,
which hurt them in traditionalist, minifundist areas where the rela-
tions between clergy and peasants were close., Secure in their

position, the clergymen of some districts were violently aggressive,
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"The Society of the Exterminating Angel [was] founded in 1821 and
revived in 183k under the presidency of the Bishop of Osma* to exter-
minate all Liberals" (Brenan 1950a:il), As the Duke of Wellington
had observed: "The real power in Spain is in the clergy. They kept
the people right against France," When it was learned that the
Liberais planned to sell the common lands, the peasantry united with

the Church; especially the richer peasants who profited more from the

communal pastures,

' The Enclosures and the Break—tm of Feudal Institutions

The open opposition of the clergy and the economic problems,
precipitated by the loss of the American colonies, were the excuses
for the national Liberal government of Mendizébal to begin‘ the long
awaited process of enclosure, starting in practice after 1837 and with
the sale of ecclesiastigal property. Mayorazgo had been abolished
during the first Liberal government in 1822, ensbling improverished
hidaigos to sell their inheritance. Seignorial rights bhad been offic-
ially abolished after the 1812 Cortes of Cadiz. However, power was
still in the hands of under 3% of the population (regardless of class)

even after 1865, when the vote was extended to the minority paying

more than 200 reales in direct taxes (Vicens 1969:624-625),
The reforms did not come easily; Most of the proposals of

the Cortes of Cadiz were abolished upon the Bourbon restoration in

181k, A1l the reform laws of 1820-23 were repealed until 1833. And

the process of disentailment begun in 1837 was interrupted from 1843

*in which diocese owr comarca then belonged,




Plate 12. The Town Clerk's office: Christ, Caudillo and Virgin
(Photograph taken 21 years after Franco's death), '

Plate 13, Easter Sunday procession: the Virgin (on ground at lower ;
left) meets her son, Note, at right, new 'Castilian style! :
house built by expatriate,
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until 1855, when Pascual Madoz drew up a general law of disentailment,

With further interruptions, the process of selling entailed property

‘was finally more or less accomplished by 1876, by which time it was

Just a farcical perversion of whatever the original ideal had been,

However, most of the féudal burdens on the peasantry were
finally removed. The Mesta was abolished, enclosure of farms was
permitted, a ’frée-market' ‘system was established for agriculture,
seignorial rights were eliminated, and in 1837 the ecclesiastical
tithe was abolished, All this meant increased individual freedom and
reduced burdens for the minifundist peasantry,

Before his general law of disentailment produced a massive
transfer of property in our comarca, Madoz published a massive geo-~
graphical dictionary of Spain, Though many of the articles are very
poorly written, this is a valuable source on the situation at the very
end of the structurally mediaeval period of history,

Roa had a population of over 2000, but many empty houses,
indicative of greater past glories, There was an extremely important
Tuesday market which served as the major distj,ribution .centre for the
muleteers carrying fish to central Spain from the Cantabrian coast
(Madoz 1848 :XTIT1518-520), Fish is still & most important item in
the daily diet of mos_t inhabitants of the comarca., The muleteers also
benefited local agriculture by returning north with Ribera wine and
cereal,

In the Judicial district of Roa in 1843 there were 83 cases
of homicide and attempted homicide (Madoz 18UB:XITI:517), as opposed

to almost none today., As the civil war had ended in 1839, it seems
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tempers and rivalries had still no{: settled down; those hot-blooded
days were probably the source of the knife-pulling reputation of the
inhabitants of the Ribera,

~Although ecclesiastical tithes had been abolished in 1837,
there was still in 1849 (or in its place?) a special tax for the
clergy and religious services (Madoz 1848:XII:518), This worked out
to about one-sixth of total direct taxes, or cash equivalent to over
20 litres of wine perl inhabitant per year.

Of all the vifL'Lages around Hoyales, the article on Berlangas
is the most interesting (Madoz 1849:IV:269)., It mentions that most of
the village land. is rented by the inhabitants from outsi;de landowners,
Also, the municipality reﬁts the mill from an individual who had pur-
chased it when it was alienated from the commons during the War of
Independence, Berlangas also possessed a @E, or municipal credit
fund which, according to Brenan, every villa.ge' in Spain had possessed
since the 16th century (19502:337 & 111)., This article on.Berlangas
raises the question as to whether in other villages in the comarca
there was also a communal credit fund, as well as the question with
regard to temﬁ'e of private land,

Of Hoyales, we are told that it was swampy, damp and unhealthy
(unlike nowadays), that the stree;;s were unpaved (this was the case
still recently), and that the cemetéry was in bad condition (it still
is). The poptﬂ.étion is given as 213--more probably it was about 450,
There were 120 single-story housés, all badly constructed. The scrub
and woodlands were used only for firewood (until recently for collec-

ting pine-nuts also); the village had very good pasture-land. Produce
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was:x vwheat, barley, beans, potatoes (unknown & .century before), wine,
and a little hemp. There was some stock-raising, especially of sheep.
'Industry® consisted of a flowr mill and wine-making; cloth and oil
were imported. There was a school for 40 children (in the town hall),
School and municipal expenses were covered by rents froﬁ communal
property and by additional contributions froﬁ the villagers (Madoz
1849:XIIT:498),

The loss of this useful communal prOperty, the revenues of
which covered perhaps all the expense of municipal services, was a
fairly serious blow to most villages. And though production (hence
taxable income) would increase as a result, the new individualist
ideology, added to tradltlonal inequality, would lead to those who
could attempting to dbtain services privately, sometimes 1eaving the
rest of the community without, The saying heard in Hoyales, "A cada
uno lo suyo® (to eech his own), is a defensive Justification by those
who have what they need,
The 1855 law of disentailment of various communal properties
was & very unpopular law and was resisted in ... villages
all over Spain down to the end of the century, It deprived
the peasants of their common lands, especially of their

grazing, and of their rights to game, firewood and charcoal.
(Brenan 1950a:109),

These traditional 'rights' now had to be rented, just as before they

had been paid for in ecclesiastical and seignorial dues., The original

1822 law of civil disamortization had provided for the free distribution
of half the land to small peasants (Vicens 1969:630). But political
favours and»compromises had to be made by the reforming minority,

As a result, almost all the vast amounts of land put on the
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market between 1833 and 1876 was bought very. cheaply‘by the rich
aristocracy, local bourgeoisie and wealthy peasantry, The aristo-
cracy increased their latifundia, and the big peasants became bigger,
yfﬁny bourgeois however, especially in 0Old Castile, merely speculated, e
and made a handsome profit almost immediately by reselling to peasants, :
As a result much of the land did eventually end up in the hands of the
middle peasantry: by 1860 there were more than four times as many
farmers owming land as in 1797 (Naredo 1974:28),

In the district of Roa, this is what happened. Two new lati-

fundia were formed, making a total of four, Much of the land was
bought by wealfhy peasants, but their large holdings have by now
mostljr been dispersed by four or more generations of divisive Castilian
inheritance, The rexlnainder ivas bought by urban speculators, mainly in
Roa and Burgos, and resold to the medium and small peasants with no
more work b:} the entrepeneur than drawing up small plots,

The disamortization was "of course a8 necessary step in the
bourgeois revolution" (Tamames 1976:56), but it is perhaps sad that

"the collectivist tendencies of Spanish economists disappeared Just

when the moment for decidipg the agrarian >question at last arrived"
(Brenan 1950a:46), For, as will be seen by the end of this report,
the majority of farmers' self-created problems today are probably due

to their individualism and lack of cooperative feeling,

However, on the positive side, "one must admit that it broke
up the stagnation of Spanish rural life and brought with it a degree
of prosperity that had not been known before" (Brenan 1950a:109). The

ploughing of new lands helped make the increase of population possible
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(Tamames 1976:57). | Though they were relegated to more 'suitable’
lands, even village herds increased in overall numbers R dﬁe perhaps
mainly to the end of transhumance and the Mesta monopoly (Naredo
1974:27),

Slowly, in fact, "an agricultural revolution was now beginning
in Spain" (Brenan 19502:108). Its beginnings had led to the disamort-

ization, and the resulting increased area in agricultural land was

going to make things move faster. But the agricultural probiem of
centprieé had not been s.q;lved: the ‘countryside just went from )
feudal structure to ... a capitalist structure, though still with
very important feudal traces" (Tamames 1976:57).

There were more snall peasant proprietors, but the previous
' 1andoﬁners had obtained proportionately more: the basic structure of |
property had not really changed, "Emancipated serfs were succeeded
by day-labourers" (Tamames 1976:57). The expenses of the clergy and
the municipalities, whose disinheritance had led to the increase in
farming land, were now borne by the taxpayers. "But the social pan-

orama did not change substantially" (Tamames 1976:57). The bourgeois

revolution has never clearly'*‘triumphed in Spain. The haute bourgeoisie

merely allied itself with the least reactionary menbers of the aristo-
cracy, creating a new hybrid dominant ideology,

Revolutionary attempts by the petite bourgeoisie, allied with

intellectuals and the new urban proletariat, were sadly and inevitably
" next on the agenda. Agriculture would remain the major problem, and
the worst burden on progress, Thus we come, with the major character

traits learned from the experience of history, and with the basic
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conditions of existence established “as a result of the decomposition

of feudal institutions, to an agrarian structure which today is wont

to be named traditional" (Neredo 197k:29),




CHAPTER VIII
THE 'CRISIS' OF 'TRADITIONAL' AGRARTAN SOCIETY

"At a certain stage of development, the material forces
of production in society come in conflict with the
existing relations of production," (Karl Marx 1859
Preface to A Contribution to the Critique of Political

Economv.)

—

 The Instability of 'Traditional' Society

'Traditional society! is historically very recent in 0ld
Castile; but to those of limited circumstances and horizon, it is
'always', and they see their own culture as traditional,* Through-~
out the remainder of this thesis, this 'emic® conception of
tfadition will be adhered to, and modern history will be referred g
to as 'within living memory*, | |

Due to the basic contradictions inherent within this so-
called traditional society, it is by nature a temporary structure

and vulnerable to crisis, Viewing Spanish agrarian society as a

whole, the extremes are a very few capitalist latifundia with
mobile wage-labour, as opposed to a very large number of small

e

familistic farmers whose labour is not governed by capitalist

*Among social scientists, only Pérez—Diaz, to my knowledge,
is interested or aware that traditional culture came into being in
the 19th century, The Prices describe a traditional custom which
they admit has only come into being since the last Civil War
(1966a:315). ~
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principles (Naredo 1974:29), The middle-sized farmer is statistic-
ally almost irrelevant in the country., The criteria governing
the two extreme types of agricultural enterprise are'obviously

opposed, The latifundio aims to maximize profit by minimizing

labour; the minifundio aims to maximize production by maximizing
employment of family labour, especially if there are few possibil-

ities of outside employment, This latter is limited further by the

low number 6f viable farms, which of course can ill afford much non-

- household labour,

Naredo'claims that: ?

The existence ..., of a large number of these free family

farmers constitutes a necessary intermediate step in the |
development of agriculture between feudal and capitalist |
modes of production. It is a situation which, though it
may last a long time, is nevertheless transitory, for

the dissolution of feudal institutions produces the con-
ditions which lead to the separation of the direct
producers from their means of production. Although

this separation is not accelerated until the general-
ization of application of the innovations of the so-called
'green revolution', which strengthen the comparative
advantages of the large agrarian enterprise (l97h:29).

At the level of our comarca, there was a basic disequili-

brium, according to Molinero, in 'traditional' society, "in which a

great majority of dispossessed survives in the shadow of a small
number of [sizeable] proprietors, who supply the daily wages necessary

for subsistence” (Molinero 1977:12).

However, many years and changes were to occur before all
the pressures in these various contradictions were strong enough
to bring on the present crisis. Until then, agriculture would see

Occasional prosperity and considerable technical progress, Molinero
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believes that the basic determinant in this process of agricultural

growth and progress has been demographic pressure, as suggested by
Esther Boserup,* Certainly the two all-time peaks of population
in our comarca, 1887 and 1955, were both immediately followed by

the moments of most intense change,

VTechnical and Commercial Innovation

Among the most notable improvements since disentailment has

- been an enormous increase in the area under irrigation. In the 18th

- century, Hoyales had the largest area of vega in the comarca: over

oné-quarter of the total; and this was not much, Sometime . during
the last century, Hoyales improved and vastly extended its existing
irrigation system. In 1917 the proportion of vega in Hoyales was
raised almost to half the total area by the opening of the Queen
Victoria canal, later knéwn as Guma, from the village upstream on

the Duero from Arands where it drew its water. This canal especially
benefited Berlangas, meking it for a time the only almost totally
irrigated village in the area. In 1962, the Riaza canal was opened
ju;t downstream from Hoyales, greatly enlarging Roa's vega, and

making La Cueva the second totally irrigated village, Also, during

the 1950s, irrigation was led to the last little suitable plots in
‘Hoyales, Hoyales is now fourth in irrigable area of the villages

of the comarca,

Another technical innovation is the increasing use of

fertilizers since the 19th century, leading to greatly increased

*Boserup's theory of population pressure as a cause of agric-
ultural growth, though applicable at the locel, rural level, is
debatable on the national scale,
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yields and the leésening of fallow, Organic fertilizer, which has
become rare since the introduction of machinery, was always insuffic-
ient, and was partly monopolized by the richer peasants who of course
owned most of the animals. |

The railway line, passing through Roa, from Valladolid to iii
Ariza, and on to‘Zaragoza and Barcelona, was opened in 1895, changing
the dirgction of easiest communications fbr 8 generation until the
north-south connection was improved by the<ambitious public works

program of the dictator, Primo de Rivera, in the 1920s, These improved

‘communications led to increased production for the market, and also
to soﬁe emigration, This was limited, by the poor possibilities of
urban_employmenﬁ, to about 0,5% per annum during the last third of
the 19th century, but rose above 2% during the wine crisis following i
the arrival of phylloxera in the comarca in 1909 (Molinero 1977:17).
Though American vine stocks, resistant to the disease, were
planted, the historical dominance of wine in the comarca was broken, i
As the grape-vine, requiring labour-intensive cultivation, is. the major
reason for the density of the population in the cdmarca--one of the

highest densities in 014 Castile, according to Molinero (1977 :15) -~

the increased emigration since the 1950s is placing the crop in a
perilous situation, as described fully in Molinero's thesis (19717),

Wine had become the principal Spanish export after the phylloxera

had wiped out most of the French vines in the 1870s (Vicens 1969:
650-1), As a result, vines were rapidly replacing wheat in the newly
disentailed fields of the country, énd reached their peak dominance

at that time, simultaneously with the peak of population, This moment
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‘wa.s obviously one of great prosperity for the district,

A new crop, obviously geared to the industrial market, was
in{:roduced to 0ld Castile after Cuban in@ependence. This was the
sugar-beet, which has now become the symbol of irrigated crops in
the comarca, and is of course the ultimate capitalist cash crop,
Domestic consumption of the beet leaves is only for.the dwindling
population of rabbits., The growth in importance of the sugar-beet
crop was stimulated by the opening of a processing plant in Aranda
in the 194O0s, ‘and even more by the opening of a so-called sugar
;Cooperative' in Velladolid during the 1960s,

' Another fairly recent plant is both a diet staple and an
important cash crop in irrigated land, though most vulnerable to
sPecﬁlative instabiJ_.ity. This is the potato, which was introduced to
Spain after 1768, as part -of the movement during the Enlightenment to
introduce fodder crops. Its triumph as a staple in the diet of humans
came during the famines of the Napoleonic War (Vicens 1969:512),

.Improved communications and the influence of the market led
gradually to "the whole agricultural population .., being drawn more

-closely into the general economic framework of the country " (Naval
Intelligence Division 1944:262), This has led to the central govern-
ment having ever more effect on agricultuz_'al conditions, and to the
growing conviction by too many farmers that the government is respon-
sible for solving their problems and improving their conditions
(c.f. Aceves 1973:9%),
"Subsistence farming and the self-sufficiency of village

communes were in full retreat before the Civil War" (Naval




Plate 1k,

]
®a
oni
o~
g5
i
d%h’
~ 80
met
s o5
© 2y
o= 8
nei
S

Winter for cleaning,

Note shepherd pastur-

his flock,

ing

Bottom:

Plate 15.

Sugar-beet harvest

digging the crop up
by traditional method

Note Hoyales in

background,




~ 106 -

Intelligence Division 194k:261), But during the war there was a
widespread return to local self-sufficiency, and after the war the
governmment raised agricultwral prices in an ettempt to get farmers
back to the market., Such an effort would no longer be required:
the younger generation of farmers would probably have considersble
difficulties if they ever were forced back into the peasant self.

sufficiency of their parents,

Perceptions of 'The Crisis'

In Hoyales there are two opposed ideologies at work., The
necessarily resulting conflict is mostly hidden behind the curtain
of famlly‘privacy. But the traditional peasant ideology is obvi-
ously insdequate for complex modern agricultural conditions, or sol
the young'farmers believe, They themselves are traditional enough
however to maintain a formal respect towards their parents (c.f,
Esteva 1971 :37) .

The younger generation are becoming fully commercial farmers,
Time and the labour of the family are beginning to be considered ag |
factors of productien. This is due to the limitations of traditional
production and financial pressuree. Machinery must be amortized,
and the easiest solution is to increase the area under cultivation:
here the major impediments are availability of land and time, In
other words, traditional‘land structures and laboufing methods are
the obstacle; So too are the traditional attitudes, selfishness
and mutual suspicion, in fact a generalized hostility towards cooper-
ation, As some of the older peasants wouldisay: "Why should we all

be ruined together?"
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This individualistic, suspicious, uncooperative attitude

- was forced on peasants by historical circumstances, Conditions

were harsh, even brutal; 'good' was 'limited*; only a few aggressive,
individualistic families could survive 6r do well, Certainly there
was not enough for all, For the younger generation, although they
were raised within this ideology, circumstances have changed dras-
tically., Emigration has led to less pressure within the community,
Farmers are becoming a social class forced to compete for financial

~ advantages with other dominated classes within the state, The

'pressure is now commercial and from outside the community,

There are probably only two ways out, both.being considered
by young farmers, One is a traditional tabu: cooperation, any
genuine expression of which would be difficult within a capitalist
state, The other is traditionally the only way (barring emigration)
in Hoyales: growth, which has to be at the expense of other members |
of the conmunity., So long as emigration and the declining number of |
farms‘continues;'there will be no conflict with growth, Growth is
not only a traditionally acceptable solution for swvival of the

individual family; it is also encouraged by the conditions of the

capitalist mode of production, as mentioned by Naredo (cited above,
p. 101),
Children are even forcing their parents to adapt in some

ways to the new circumstances and ideology; the threat is emigration

and the breaking up of the farm (Esteva 1971:72; Mira 1972:118),
But in respect to the basic aims in life, both generations seem to

agree on the essence, though maybe not on the details, The ideal is
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material well-being and the conspicuous demonstration of this.
If the essence of the ideals have not changed, it is probably because
the nat.ionalﬂruling class has been the same throughout. If the
details have changed, it could be because the ruling class has
managed to change its style and appearance,

It can be seen that many of the peasant's probléms seem to
be due to his own and cultural ‘defects'--indeed many ‘experts' see
these as the main feasons for rural problems (Aceves 1973:96)., But
an attempt has been made in the previous pages, without attempting
| to deny the present inadequacies of peasant culture, to show that
this 'traditional' culture is far from being the fault of itg
menbers, Rather it has been imposed by many circumstances outside
the peasants! control, and to which peasants had to adapt as best
they could in order to survive,

Indeed, exactly the same process is evident in the present
crisis., "Agriculture has bad to find its own way without any guid-
ance from the governmént »" is the comment in perhaps every single
study of the present agrarian crisis{ Let us hope farmers will not
again be blamed in the future for having failed to stumble onto the
'right! path.... If.‘ the farmers in our comarca can be faulted for
anything, it is for expecting an unsympathetic government to hand
them the solutions on a siiv_er platter; if their culture has an
Achilles heel, it must be that its members can so easily be pacified
by the handout of price-rises favouring them over other groups, and
that profound structural change is so desperately avoided,

How do the inhsbitants of the district see the present
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crisis? A reasonable idea seems to be given by a memorandum presgented
by the mayor of Hoyales to the new Civil Governor of the province, in
April 1973. The occasion for this rare visit of a powerful government
official, who might be able to do something for the village, was (as

reported by Rufino Garcia in the paper Arande Semanal 21-IV- 1973),

the formal com;_iletion of a special course of the Falangist Feminine
Movement, These dedicated ladies used to give occasional courses in v
all villages in turn, to teach idealized 'traditional' folk arts and

crafts, some hygiene and domestic science, and a little fascist

ideology, Regarciless of their drawbacks, it must be admitted that
basic education of hygiene, etc., was desperately needed in the back-

ward rural areas, and the Seccidn Femenina was one of the few positive

actions of forty years of Francoist rule in Spain,

The memorandum was drawn up by the village clerk with the
approval of the municipal council, and is entitled "The problems
which affect us, with an indication of their causes, and a suggestion
of viable solutions for each" (Municipal Archives, mimeograph), To
summarize: the basic symptom is ‘8een as diminishing population, and

the motives are the innumerable advantages of industrial cities:

adequate housing,* limited working hours, efficacious medical insur-
ance, vacations, decent dress, and "most of all," a decent old-age

pension, which at the time wag offered to urban workers but not by

the Agrarian Social Security. .

As the village population is more than doubled by vacationing

¥In actual fact, urban housing is scandalous but those who
still live in primitive rural dwelln.ngs do not see this.
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migrants during summer, the following village 'attractions are recog-
nized (by the hosts): climate, fresh air, and "customs” such as
the "typical" bodegas (wine cellars) and barbecued lamb chops.

The most important mmicipal problems as seen by the
council, are listed, The supply was requested of domestié, drinkable
water, to the expenses of which the villagers were Prepared to con-
tribute; this was soon arranged by the municipal council with a
little aid from the provincial government, -

Village street lighting, the existing system being a bit old-

| fashioned, should be improved. The villagers wanted a new inlsta.llation
of mercury-vapowr lamps; they also felt that the expense should be
borne by the electric. company, and not by the municipality as is
usually the case, This improvement is, at the time of writ‘ing,

being undertaken, with municipal funds.

The telephone servicé should be extended. Since 1932 there
has been a public telephone in a villager's house, for which service
that villager is yearly paid 16,000 pesetas (6ver $250)* by the
municipality., The council wants the telephone company to install

private telephones, After nine petitions by the village authorities

in five years, and some pushing by the civil governor, the private,
profit-making national telephone monopoly finally agreed in 1975 to

install private telephones in Hoyales ... at a cost of 90,500 pesetas

each ($1500)! Telephones may not be a reason for emigration, but the

*During my period of field-work, from 1975 to 1978, the
average rate of exchange for the U,S, dollar was about 65 pesetas,
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lack of support for these services in rural areas is magnificently
illustrateq,

Housing should be improved., The external appearance of the
village is considered somewhat "inadequate," due mainly to the old '
| adobe buildings, most of which are unplastered, Very many of the
more recent buildings .have not had their hollow baked-clay bricks
Plastered either. To help make the village look more "decent,"
petitions weré being made to a fund for the improvement of rural

dwellings. This application was successful shortly thereafter, and

the 3.7 million pesetas loaned to the individual households were
craftiiy--and wisely--channeled by an autocratic council into the
water-works fund, less beautiful but a more profound improvement
than plastering the fagades of buildings.

The municipality also requested help for establishing a

sports ground, for the paving of the remainder of the village streets
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after completion of the vater-works, and for beautifying and improving b

the castle__- surroundings as a tourist attraction, They also asked
for promotion of the district as a tourist area,* With regard to

improving the castle surroundings, the council wisely suggested that

this job could be done by the "seasonally unemployed,™ and the
governor obtained 50,000 pesetas in unemployment benefits for the

municipality,

*This request for a new source of income, and Roa's request
for factories, are pathetic demonstrations of the conviction that
the state must be the entrepreneur,




; .
by a complaint to the governor that other nearby, smaller villages
were receiving municipal improvement grants and the advisory services
for concentration of fragmented holdings, whereas;’all Hoyales'

petitions for aid had gone "ignored, " with a "demoralizing" effect

on the villagers, However, when the service of rlot concentration
was begun in Hoyales shortly thereafter, the advisors had to leave
after fierce opposition from a small group of villagers (See
Chapter XI).

The final request to the civil governor was for help in

obtaining a marketing service from the official vertical syndicate
to guarantee better prices for agricultural produce, As usual,
prices are seen as the solution to difficulties, and it is assumed
to be easier (even after dozens of ignored petitions) to get the
government to form a farmers!' marketing organization than to organ-
ize a village cooperative, The govermment is seen as the only
solution to the villagers® problems, and the governor as the inter- ?
mediary patron to intercede on the village's behalf,* ‘
It is also noticeable that for most of the villagers the

"problems" and "solutions" are cosmetic; the perception of industrial

life and of the causes of migration is superflcial Status is
indicated by conspicuous display; so it is presumed that attractive,

superficial improvements andvfacilities will indicate the high

standards and status of the village and slow down emigration; with

the help of a little more wealth, of course, and social security,

*Kenny (1960) gives a detailed examination of patterns of
patronage in Spain,
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Villagers are aware that not so long ago they lived better than
urban workers, and féel that their status was then equal or higher,
unlike the present (c.f. Hermet 1973:127).

There is a strong reluctance to adﬁit, or ignorance of, most
of the basic structural causes for the present problems, This may
of course be because those who rémained in the village were the
inhabitants suffering least from the basic problems, Héwever,-it
is curious that, when it comes down fo the action of improving
conditions, profound improvement should be disregarded, and most of
the effort and expené; should go towaids status benefits, the actual
advantages, henée the necessity, of which services are. ignored by
most Villagérs. It is not surprising that critics of these impréve-
ments should say that the other villagers wére being presumptuous,
pretending to live in the city, In effect, most of the few inter-
ior improvements, such as bathrooms and central heating, are only
put into use upon the occasion of a visit from the city, Some
women still use the canal to do the washing, even in winter,

Of course, the villagers have their honowr to protect,
especially'agéihst those who had to leave the village to seek a
better life, and now return to display with exaggeration what little
benefit they could get out of industrial civilization. And all the
villagers are proud of.their Hoyales: they think it isvthe best
villege in the comarca, Indeed, within the 'tréditional' times of
living memory, Hoyales has until very recently been "by far, the
richest of the thirteen villages of the Community of Town and

Country of Haza" (Cantera 1977:91), and it has the most productive
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vege of the twenty-nine villages~within_the local Ministry of

Agriculture district (Servicio de Extensién Agraria 1973:8),

After many centuries of poverty,-Hoyales, with its easily
extendable irrigation, was ideally situated to take advantage of the
industrial market for agricultural produce which was gradually
established in the second half of the 19th century. As a result,

Hoyales has been since ,then, and until recently, the most prosperous

.village in the comarcs, The peasants who at that time seized upon
“the new possibilities were very successful and became dominant and
fairly wealthy as individuals; as a result, their values were soon
adopted by the other inhabitgnts, or, perhaps more accurately, were
imposed by the new conditions on the community,

| During the disentailment, the more familistic, market-
orientated of the richer peasants were the ones who bought up the
church lands as they were solg, beginning in 1830 in Hoyales (Parish
Archives), It is not clear which lands were sold when, nor even to

whom, But the process did last beyond 1873, when the last disentailed

property in Hoyales was auctioned off, Off course, the reselling of
fields to villagers by urban speculatdrs must still have been going
on after then., The few who had obtained property during the first

phase (1830-1838), would have had time before the second phase,

which went from 1859 to 1873, to accumulate the capital and to .be in
an advantageous situation with regard to other villagers,

The national growth of population and of production for the
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market, which began with the Liberals, must havé helped further,
ﬁbyales, with its irrigation, was in an advantageous position at
last with the production of market crops. Furthermore, every time
there was a drought, Hoyales was better off still, or rather, those
were who had sufficient property to accumulate a surplus after sub-
sistence and wages to labourers.

Because of the increasing population, wages were very low,
As recently as 1938, the.repqrt of the Naval Intelligence Division

(194k4:259) gives wages in 01d Castile as being & maximum of 11

pesetas a day for the wheat harvest, going down to 3 pesetas for
weediﬁg‘by women and children, The average daily wage was 5 to 6
pesetas a day, when work was available, Wage-labourers in Hoyales
were 1ﬁcky, because the variety of crops and types of field provided
fairly continuous work,*

But in Old Castile "the line between the labourer and the
small farmer is not sharply marked.... Every degree of transition to
the tenant farmer or small proprietor class exists" (Naval Intelli-

gence Division 1944:258-9), 1In fact, the difference between landless

labourers and small proprietors may have been only in the degree of
individual independence, as even the small landowner occasionally
had to work for wages, For as Brenan points out,in 1929, "in the

typical Castilian province of Avila, out of 13,530 land-tax payers,

11,452 [85%J had a daily income of less than one peseta and only

*The exchange rate for the peseta went from 27 pesetas to the
pound sterling (=$5 2) in 1926 to 60 pesetas/pound sterling after the
Civil War (Ibid:201, 307). .
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320 [2.&%] had more than five pesetas" (Brenan 1950azli3).

This indj.cates a high degree of pove:_'j;y, which would éeem
to be confirmed by Article 176 of the 1916 Hoyales Municipal Ordin-
ances: "The entry of any kind of stock into stubble and sown ground
is prohibited until the passing of twenty-four hours after harvesting
vwes With tﬁe aim that the needy classes may pick up the stray ears if
the owners allow it" (Municipal Archives). Furthermore, the poor no
longer had access to communal property, nor to the prOpert& .that had
. once belonged to the religious brotherhoods for the use of members,
The account books (Parish_Archives) of the three Cofradfas in Hoyales
range in dates between 1701 to 1890. Whether this means that they
had not existed before the J.Sth century is not clear, What is
Obvious is--religiosity notwithstanding.-.-that none of the brother-
hoods survived the loss of their property,

Within 'traditional' times then, the wealthy peasani:s had
taken over control of wages from the civil and ecclesiastical aristo-
cracy. They even controlled access to much of the food of the very
poor, who became obliged either to beg, glgan or steal, depending on
the atti’cuﬁe of thevlandlords. The 1and.lord's; honour was secure:
he had the option of being generoﬁs and doing favours, in which case
the poor could maintain their dignity and were grateful; or the
landowner coul_d simply hold on to what was lawfully his, in which

case the extreme poor were forced into institutionalized theft, *

*Rural Castilian obsession with being the object of theft
(also noted by Brandes 1973) is demonstrated in Hoyales by the
padlocks on everything which could possibly be opened or moved.
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The dishonour end *immoral! behavior of the poor are thus the
effects of a vicious self-fulfilling hypothesis,

The wealthier peasants could even avoid the 'obligatory!
duties of the normal citizen! Bribery, through their channels of
access to patronage and power, could get-their sons out of military
service (which is still socially diécriminatory in Spain). Even more
revealing to the other villagers must have been the formal right of
the rich to buy their way out of communal duties. The council of

every village in ‘Spain can oblige all its inhabitants to turn out for

a few days every year for public works, e.g, repairing roads, ditches,
ete, But Article 181 of the Municipal Ordinances of 1916 admits thé
right of those who wish (and can) to pay the Municipality one peseta
per day for a labourer, * If cooperative community service was dls-
tasteful or demeaning for rich peasants (who furthermore had the time
available, perhaps more so than those'whg had to work daily for their
food), the effect on the majority of the population is not hard to
see, And much of the selfish, anti-social, uncooperative, anﬁi—
communal behaviour to be seen in the country, may be explainable

(c.f. Dobby 1936:187-188).

Nowadays, community service is fast disappearing, and when it
still exists usually takes the form of the municipality paying day-

wages to those with the time, energy or desire to do‘their duty

(c.f. Redclift 1973:197). 1In Hoyales, it is difficult to get the

villagers to work for the community,?even with pay; on the other hand,

*This, incidentally, gives an idea of wages at the time,
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in another village I know near the mountainous Basque country in
the north of the province of Burgos, the villagers are easily
ofganized for any communal task,

With the arrival;é century ago, of so;galled democracy and
the free, universal, male vote, control of the wage-packets of the
majority by the wealthier minority, could obviously lead to politi-
cal power, or its manipulation., ZILocal politiéal bosses are known
as caciques, and indeed, during the last quarter of the 19th
. century their rule was institutionalized by the State. The 'Stab-
ility' of 1875 98 Mwas art1f1c1al in that it required the contrived

rotat:_.on in office (turno Lacf[fico) of a Liberal and a Conservative

party; this in turn demanded governmental control of elections,
which were run by caciques" (Carr 1974:439). As a result, patron-
age and favours had to be bestowed all the way down the line, This
institutionalized corruption may have been as Carr suggests "perhaps
the only way(s) to make the parliamentary system work in an under-
developed society" (1974:439), or rather, in an unstable state
wheré control by the bourgeoisie was so insecure, It must certain-
1y have been demoralizing for society, to see favours and patronage
distributed by turno, ‘with intrinsic advantages and benefits being

of no consideration at all in governmental decisions,

National Disaster and Villége Pfoqperity

The Second Republic was ushered in by the first elections
not entirely controlled from above, The anti-clericalism of the
progressives strengthened the Right-wing; the division on the Left

and the granting of the suffrage to women Y(many of whom voted under
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the influence of the parish priests) led to a conservative govern-
ment from November 1933 to Eebruary 1936, when a united Left regained
power. Between April 1931 and July 1936, the progressive Republicans

only managed_to hold office for a total of 33 months,

Agrarian reform was high on the 1list of priorities but
"Uhfortunately, the enthusiastic and well intentioned legislators
who drew up the agrarian laws were without intimate knowledge of

the land" (Dobby 1936:188).% Minifundism, with its problems and

4 advanfages, was completely overlooked, ' "The agrarian reform laws

were directed almost exclusively to the question of large estates;"
thus "Behlnd the new laws was the [age-old] doctrine that 'those who
work the land should own it,'" Almost all the peasants of 0l1d
Castile had, with difficulty, managed to ﬁbtain or hold on to a few
small plots of land. Being vulnerable to Right-wing propaganda,
"Small holders who were never in real danger of expropriation began
to distrust and to deplore the reforms" (Dobby 1936:188),

I have been unable to obtain evidence ag to how the inhab-
1tants of Hoyales voted during the Republic, as the period is rarely

discussed openly. I imagine that the wealthier peasants voted for

las dérECHAS'(the Right), and that the destitute, if they voted at

all, opted for lss izuierdas (the Left)., As during the Carlist Wars,

local alliances, Jealousies, etc,, probably accounted for the

*It is even possible that a majority of these legislators °
- were born in the countryside; that would not be surprising as, to
this day ignorance of sgriculture is profound among Spanish urban
dwellers and intellectuals, who have a completely 1deallstlc view
of rural life,
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loyalties of the majority of‘smal; land-owning beasants, for whom
tra@itionalism and religion were perhaps deciding influences,
Propaganda, in those days before mass communications had reached
the countryside, was mostly in the control of the establishment,
The rest of the news was wildly exaggerated gossip about expropri-
'ations, the desecration of churches, and the lack of public ‘order!
in urban centres, And, "By an unfortunate coincidence the. world
crisis came just at that‘time to cut off all the markets on which
. Spanish agriculture was based" (Dobby 1936:188),

With all this, it is perhaps not swprising that the legal
government of the Republic was not supported by the peasantry of
0ld Castile,* 1In fact, Franco was even able to establish his head-
quarters in Burgos City._ 'Wationalist' control of the major food-
producing zones was ofvgreat advantage to Franco., As for the
peasantry of Hoyales, they would lose either way: the youhg men
were drafted, and any surplus food found was requisitioned for the
patriotic war effort, Unlike during the Carlist Wars, this dietrict
was not in the thick of the fray, although Roa's old Carlist battalion
was revived with over 500 'volunteers' (Zamora = 1965 592) for "ios,
Patria y Rey. Hoyales lost almost as many 'Glorious fallen for

God' as were executed in the v1llage by the Falange,** This was

*Regardless of the real long-term advantages of a progress-
ive Republic, even for the 'wealthy!' beasants, who were small fry
compared to any latifundist,

**These dead 'Reds' were still officially ignored 35 years
later (c.f, Gilmore 1977a: 446) ,




Plate 16, "Those who fell for God and Country":
the 'Nationalist' dead of the Civil War, commem-
orated at the entrance to the parish church,

basically a moment of nétional ﬁragedy and hardship, and most
peasants had to revert to pre-capitalist household self-sufficiency,
The post-war years of national hardship were perhaps the
best ever for Hoyales, to judge from tﬁe fact that almost all the
good houses in the village were built then. Even the very poor
were better‘off than elsewhere, for at least they were not starving,
Bad droughts, especially in 1949, favoured the few irrigated villages
like Hoyales, The population registered its all-time increasge
between the censuses of 1940, at 9kg residents, to the all-time

recorded high of 1055, in 1950, Emigration, although slighf because

of the disastrous urban situation, was however already evident,
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More of the land was worked directly by its ownmers. The
wealthy peasants still recéived most of their income from agricul-
ture; and were only then beginning to send their children away for
an urban education, The full-time wage-labourers, of whom there were
appgrently about a dozen in 1947 (Mnnicipal Archives) were fully
emplbyed; over 40 landless peasants had risen to the category of
share-croppers; the pressure was not yet on the owners to have to

rent their land, Labowr was very cheap: real wages had fallen to

- half the level of 1936 (Carr 197h:L42). Ana although food was
marshalled from the peasants by the State for the starving urban
proletariat, at artificially low prices, there were fortunes to be
made by those in the village with the courage to risk selling their
produce tb biack—marketeers. For example, the price of a kilo of
potatogs could be as much as the daily wage of a labourer, As for
the small independent peasants and the share-croppers, life must
been difficult if the tripling in the price of mules from before
the war to immediately after (Naval Intelligence Division 19Ul :242)
is any indication,

In general though, the village of Hoyales must have been

fairly well-to-do, as various large public works were then under-
taken, including the first modern improvements, Tmmediately after

the war (to celebrate the victory of religion over atheism?) the

parish church was extensively restored ang renewed, And from'l9h5
to 1954 g large new barrio of ﬁatronized, subsidized housing was
built for middle-income villagers, The wealthier villagers were

building themselves large, new (though still adobe) houses in
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the old orchards and vegetable plots-~indicating their complete
orientation towards the market, There vere at least ten full-time
builders and carpenters in the village, The village feast of 1946

lasted three and a half days, and was quite extravagant, including

two dlsplays of fireworks from Madrid, The status of the wealthier
peasants was still high enough for their daughters and sons to be

able to think twice about marrying a salaried professional, such as

a teacher or village clerk. Traditional Hoyales was in its moment

of glory, at its peak,

Much of this was beéause, at the national level, things
were disastrous., In 1951, taking into account the devaluation of
the currency, the per capita income was in real terms at the level
of 1913 (Drain 1971:10). "These were the years of near famine, of
the black market, and of rural misery [in latifundlst reglons] and
flight to the towns" (Carr 197h:442), Iegitimate business was
starved, while the new ruling clique spent fortunes from corruption,
the black market and patronage, on "dissipation and luxury" (Brenan
1950b:30)., ™The Falange may say what it will, but the people who

govern Spain to-day could hardly do more than they are doing to

show that the working classes are their enemies™ (Brenan 195Cb:104),
| But international opposition to the Franco régime would,

until his death, be "skillfully turned into a'means of rallying

support for General Franco in the name of national unity" (Carr

1974 :442), At every crisis, mass rallies were staged in Madrig,
spontaneously peopled by the inhabitants of Hoyales and other

villages, who, in exchange for their cheers, received a free bus
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~ excursion to the capital city, with a meal and pocket-money (c.f,

Moss 1973:331).

ThérSpanigﬂv'ﬁiraéle'

Throughout, conditions external to Spain were to help Franco,
Unlike the Republic which had qnfortunately coincided with a world
economic depression and aggressively spreading Fascism, Spain in
the 1950s was advantaged by the side:effects of European prosperity
and growth, end the 'Cold War'. The U,S, economically and militer-
'ily supported the Franco régime as a bulwark against Wbrld Communism,
and, together with tourism, unwittingly promoted the anti-fascist
forces in the country by eventually destroying the conditioﬁs
necessary for the existence of a fascist dictatorship, The political.
stability of the dictatorship, by promoting the prosperity of its
supporters, would.incidentally also enable general conditions to
improve gradually,

After 1960, the Spanish economy would visibly and spectac-
ularly 'take off'; but the groundwork was, in spite of the government,
laid in the early 1950s, and was merely a logical developﬁent in the
process of Spgnish economic history, The government Just managed
to climb into the cockpit of the %taxying' economy to pilot the
pressure in favour of the establishment,

The take-off ,.. is thus anterior to the large eco-

nomic measures taken by the Spanish government from

1957 to 1959, and which therefore appear to be less

the reason than the effect of a growth common to the

whole of Western Europe (Drain 1971:10). )

After 1953, "the Falange steadily lost power to the
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Technocrats of the Opus Dei* which broke with the economic national-
ism of the Falange in favour of a 'normal' capitalist system, with
market mechanisms repiacing state control” (Carr 197h4:442), 1In
actual fact, state controi was replaced by state subsidies td favoured
national projects and by freedom of action for nnlfinational companies,
The intended direction of the economy was indicated by a series of
Devélopment Plans starting in 1963, each intended to apply for four
years,

Thé first Development Plan was "cépied exactly from the
'French model, and therefore, a priori, not adapted to Spain" (Prain
1971:114), fThe second Plan "in no way took into account the lessons
of the failure of the first, the methods .., remain as rudimentary
and the objectives especially aim in no way at,a reforﬁ of fhe
structures of the economy” (Drain 1971:115),

The Spanish Economic and Social Development Plans can be
evaluated overall by affirming that they reinforced
economic growth, ignored social change, and put a brake
on the country's political change (del Campo 1976:109).

"The strongest brakes to economic development are in the
agricultural sector" (Drain 1971:108-9), yet the most serious struc-
tural problems of the sector were neﬁer broached, mainly because of
the ﬁplitical consideration of favouring latifundist proprietors
(Drain 1971:109), According to Tamames, the Plans' ideology of
'market economy' and 'productivity’ may, in capitelist logic, bave

been reasonable within the agricultural circumstances of

*The Opus Dei is an elitist, anti-communist, lay Catholic

. organization, economically neo-Keynesian, Its economic and techno-
cratic orientation indicates a split within the ruling classes
(Pilapil 1971).
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north-west Europe, but in Spain it was a parry to hide the eternal
problem of the absurd distribution of property, Thus was delayed
again, indefinitely, the agrarian question and the solution to one
of the key problems of Spanish economic development (Tamames 1976:51k), i e
National investment in agriculture between 1957 and 1962 o
had been only 1.5% of the national budget (Spain 1965:104), or seven

times less than France (107), This dominant attitude was of course

reflected by private investment in agriculture, In the first Plan,

the sector was gtill allotted seven times less than Defense and

Pwblic Order (Spain 1965: Tables 8 & 11), and most of this was bud-
‘geted‘for a few spectacular irrigation works, As regards agricultural
training, "In the member countries of the OECD the number of students
in vocational education is some eight times greater than that of
those in higher education; in Spain it does not equal it" (Spain
1965:54), This situation was not improved noticeably by the Plans:
Tampmes notes that there is less than one agricultural engineer per
fifty latifundia, and most of these are in bureaucratic posts (1976:97)!
The first Plan (1965:23) acknowledged that low and inequit-

able distribution of income were leading to migration, both interior

and abroad, And it aimed to eéncourage considerable further rural
migration (Spain 1965:3k), officially to encourage "sociel mobility"

(92). Here it must be mentioned that & fair amount of social

mobility has indeed been possible lately--a rare phenomenon in
Spanish history (Carr 197k4:443),
In order to promote rural emigration, credits were to be

given to farmers for mechanization, ete, (Spain 1965:114-5), By the
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rules governing the granting of credits, these usually favoured the

largest proprietors, at least in Hoyales, Credit has in fact been
one of the major problems of minifundist farmers since at least the
18th century (Brenan 19502:129; Naval Intelligence Division 194k :260) ,
In actual fact, what happened was that the wealthier mini-
fundist peasants, being ever shorter of cheap manual labour, would be
forced to mechanize (and were aided by the government to do s0), thus

provoking further emigration, and, most importantly, stimulating the

new urban industries, Actually, the Plan especially aimed to increase

the industrial consumption of the countryside, where over a’third of
the total population resided (Spain 1965:69),
| In the end, the Plans were most successful in the speculative
sector ‘(e,g. buildings for migrants) and in the nonproductive sector
(e.g. status consumer objects like cars, TV's, etc,) (Drain 1971:115),
And as the major advantages for the régime of the Development Plans
were short-term profit and conspicuous, spectacular prestige, almost
@ll the technology and research, and much of the industrial capital
were imported ffom abroad, with obvious long-term dangers (Drain
1971:70). |

Another major source of invest@ent capital was tourism. But

most of the native capital permitting industrialization was of rural

origin, often indirectly, Remittances from rural emigrants in Europe

provided a major portion of the foreign exchange needed to buy the
. sophisticated technblogy; Also, as has already been noted, rural
mechanization would stimulate industry, as would increased non-

productive consumption by the large rural population, Some of this,




~ 128 -
e.8. automdbilee, was made necessary by the concentration of rural
services which left most villages gradually nore isolated in that
respect, Govermment resources were not channeled back proportionately
to the contributors. And the government obliged the rural savings
banks to buy government bonds or invest in industry,

To add insult to injury, as far as the farmer was concerned,
was the policy (Spain ;965:35 & 45) of importing agricultural produce
to keep national prices down, even when related products (machinery,
fertilizer,'etc.)vwere free to rise (c.f. Hermet 1973:129), As the
Plan failed even to predict that improved living standards would
changeveating habits, more food had to be imported, with a consequent
deficit in the agricultural balance of payments. The country was
occasionally even lesing money on the food sold to tourists.

| Farmers were getting less for their produce though they
were working harder and producing much more; there were apparently
even more women working in agriculture in 1960 than in 1910 (Spain
1965:102). And the government acknowiedged the wholesale market
to:be "inefficient" and "speculative" (103), but the promised regula-
tory agencies do not seem to have materialized. The Spanish 'miracle!
sounds more like.Spanish picaresque, as indeed the wifs call its
manifestations,

The Development Plans may merely have ridden on the wave
of industrial development; but by their allocation of resources, they
brought the age-old agricultural problem to a head, with the poor
farmer totally unprepared for these”new forces beyond his control or

understanding. When the Monarchy was re-established in 1975, ‘the
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next Development Plan was quietly dropped, thus indirectly admitting
the failure of the whole business,

As Molinero sums up the rural "crisig" (1977 :144-148) , trad-
itional rural society in the comarca ig in the midst of a state of
Plux and instability, manifested by massive emigration., The crisis
consists of the adaptation of those farmers remaining to the circum-
sté.nces » Often inadequately because of their lack of preparation or

help, And the difficulties are made worse by the continued existence

of many tenacious traditional structures. Most farms are too sub-
divided and inadequately small, The villages are losing their
identity, services and populai:ion; but ironically, the well-being
of those who remain depends on the number abandoning their farms,
The only re-oréanization of prdperty is through land-rental, the
money from which leaves the countryside like most of the surplus

(Just as it used to leave in aristocratic dues), The official

i
|
i
i
|

solution of cooperatives fail to work and solve nothing, because A !

most of their members are away or retired.. The retired are the only
increasing sector of the population. .

The structure and va.lues which once made Hoyales so successful

are now s hindra.nce. Few farmers now have faith in the countryside,
nor want their children to follow in the traditional footsteps (de

Zulueta l966:li3). Those who were once successful and lived well by

the standards of {;he time and place, can now only remember with
nostalgia the times when their status was respectable outside the com-
munity and very high within; when low wages coincided with good prices,

The present crisis is indicated by emigration with good
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reason, for it is

born of the social disequilibrium; which, of course,

depends on economic aspects, The dualigtic structure of

farmers is clear: on the one hand those who dispose of

viable enterprises, with sufficient earnings, even

superior to urban incomes., On the other hand, a multitude . -
of dispossessed, which, sooner or later, will end up P
Jjoining the migration, because the future of the country-

side cennot provide it with any horizon other than survival
itself (Molinero 1977:148),




CHAPTER IX

DEMOGRAPHIC HISTORY

"Por la mafiana rocfo, (Dew in the mornings,

A medio dfa calor, - Heat at mid-day,

Por la tarde los mosquitos: Mosquitoes in the afternoon:
No quiero ser labrador!" I don't want to be a farmer!)

(Seng by Joan Manoel Serrat)

The Demographic Hisferywof.ﬂbyales

The general impression of g rural crisis becomes 1nstantly

| understandable with a mere glance at the, accompanying figure (II),
vhich summarizes trends in the population of Hoyales for the past
225 years, sinee the first census by the Marqués de Ensenada in
1752. At 31 December 1977, Hoyales claimed 506 residents (Mmicipal
Archives), not all of whom are always present, and a few of whom
may have emigrated without declaration. This was less than half of
the all-time recorded peak of 1080 (de la C8mara 1959 673) in 1950.

' Furthermore, it is even the lowest population recorded for the

village since 1787, with one questionable exception. More notable
Still is the fact that much of the present population consists for

the first time ever of old-age pensioners,

The trend of the past quaréer century, the most extreme drop
in population within recorded history, is indeed alarming, Of
course, during the time of frontier\settlement and wars with the
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Moors, total depOpﬁlati§n was apparently regular., As noted earlier,
we can estimate the population of Hoyales as between 110 and 200
during the period 1548 to 1617. 1In 1752, the first official census
by Ensenada (marked 'E' on Figure II) gives a figure of 65 heads of
household, from which the total number of inhabitants can be esti-
mated at 271, However the confirmation of this census nine years
later mentions 88 households (a.pproximately 367 inhabitants); and

only seven yearsv later the census by the count of Arands (A’ on

Figure II) for the Bishopric of Osma, notes a population of only 287,
More reliable ig the census published nineteen years later in 1787,
for the Royal Academy of History, by Floridablanca: this gives 523
inhabitants. _

" These glaring discrepancies my be explained partly by the
:pea.sants' lack of enthusiasm for declaring themselves for g poll-tax
6r tithe, and the lack of care with which many censuses were, and
still are, undertaken in Spain, Another explanation may be offered
by an undé.ted tax census in the Hoyales municipal archives, which 7

with its 108 households (about 450 inhabitants) seems to be of the

period; It mentions that 107 "outsiders" (transients?) were living
in Hoyales H it would seem that these were included in some censuses
and not in others, The fact is interesting for indicating that so

many outsiders could then find employment in Hoyales,

The censuses are interrupted for forty years by the Napole-
onic wars and restoration, until Miflano's geographical Dictionarx
of 1826. He gives 157 households with 632 inhabitants* for Hoyales,

The article in Madoz twenty years later (1849:XII:498) guesses
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casually at 213 inhabitants ('M' on Fig, II). Assuming that the
~humber of households given (71) is correct whoever wrote the
article merely multiplied this by three--much easier than actually
counting heads. This casual multiplication of the number of house-
holds (estimated also?) by the numbers three or four was also the
method used to'give the population of six of the other twenty-six
'villages invthe comarca of Roa (Madoz 18h9:XIII:518). Perhaps
more réliable-érevthe military draft figures for the number of
young men bétween fhe'éges 6? 18 and 2k, a total in Hoyales of hs
(Madoz 1849:XTIII:518), Averaging the prqportlons for the other
v1llages in the comarca, the total population for Hoyales can be
estimated at about 450,

However thisvstill indicates a very sharp drop in the
population graph, after the census of 1826. This could be partly
due to a cholera epidemic which hit the district in 1835 (Zamora
1965:627), Another slight decline recorded by the census of 1877,
between thoserf 1860 and 1887, offers a further clue. The first
Carlist war was from 1830 to 1840; the second from 1870 to 1876,
Both wars were furthermore accompanied by the access to power in
Madrid of leeral governments, and by an ensuing acceleration in
- the process of disentailment., The enclosures of lands may have
led to some peasants leaving Hoyales, Eveh more depopulation
was probably caused by the wars, with their death, destruction,
and drafting of young men, and leading to famine, epidemics ang
refugees, The rapid re-growth after the wars seems to suggest

that part of the population was sensible enough to remove itself.
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from the amphitheatre of the fighting.,
Between the censuses of 1920 and 1930, there was complete

stagnation of population in Hoyales, although, with the dictator-

ship of Primo de Rivera, the national situation was forecefully b

calm There are two possible explanations: the great Flu.
epidemic of 1919; and emigration as a result of a drop in agricul-
tural prices, which had risen astronomically during the First

World War;

The sharpest rise in population for Hoyales was from
1930 to 1940, during the Depression and the chaotic Second
Republic and Civil Var, and during the ensuing lean Yyears, The

population of Hoyales in the 20th century seems to increase during

moments of natlonal catastrophe, and plummet with increasing
national prosperity, There appears to be a tendency to emigrate
‘as soon as this'becomes possible, and to remain in the village
whenever survival becomes the issue,

Rises in population do not appear to be caused by increases

in the birth-rate; it would seem that an increasing population

leads to a decrease in the birth-rate, regardless of the ideology
of large families, Based on date in the Parish Archives baptism
and burial records, the birth-rate was about 48 per 1000 until

the begimning of this century. During the first quarter of the

century, the birth-rate was down to 37; the next drop, between
1930 and 1950, to 31 per 1000, was not necessarily due in Hoyales
to tHe Civil War, and coincided with the most rapid ever increase

in overall population in Hoyales, The birth-rate since 1950
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averages out to 19 per 1000, and can be explained by the emigration
of young adults,

Nor does a declining birth-rate seem to be related to
declining infant mortality., In Hoyales, according to the burial
’register, the most critical moment of life was durlng the first
2 months, Ch0031ng at random every ten years from 1905 to the
present, and taking into account that some years may be unrepre-

sentative, the number of infants, aged 2 and under, dying, was

- the following percentage of the nunber being baptized in the same
year: 1905: W7%; 1915: L4o%; 1925: 304; 1935: 30%; 1945 36%;
1955: 36%; 1965: 84; 1975: 0% (Parish Archives),

In 19752 there were only 2 children born of parents
resident in Hbyales, and they were both delivered in hospital
in Aranda. The last baby to be born in the village was in i
February 1972, Until the mid-19603, all were delivered in the §
village at home, usually by a midwife; a few paid the doctor to l
deliver their babies, Recorded death at birth affected only one
infant of- the 3h born in 1925, the 30 born in l935,»the 22 born

in 1945, the 14 born in 1955. However, the parents' wealth was

probably influential in the death'of many infants between birth
and age two: nutrition was poor, and care was difficult if the

mother had to spend all day in the fields, helping a husband who

could not afford labourers, or earning a wage. Even shepherds
had to steal milk for their children, the owner of the flock
turning a blind eye if he was a 'good! person,

Of course, infant mortality was not entirely related to
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parental wealth, Ignorance, lack of hygiehe and superstition
were generalized in a society where equal inheritance meant that
no family was ever on top for more than a few generations,

Superstition may even have affected more the children from well-

to-do families; for example wrapping a child sick with measles,
with a heavy wool blanket, coloured red to draw out the spots,
requires the attentions of an adult to keep the uncomf'ortable

child wrapped up--and a'sbecial red blanket,

The enormous improvgment in the infant mortality rate
since 1955 is probably indicative of rising prosberity, slightly
improved hygiene and ;Pcreasingly availéble medical care, However,
reference remains to be ﬁade to urban statistics, to check on the
'childfen of theimigrant poor,

Improved conditions and medical care probably also account
for the increased life expectancy since the begimning of the
century.* I am not aware of the date Hoyales first managed to
afford i;bs own permanent doctor, The death-rate does not sound
so'bad if infant'deaths are excluded; therefore the figure for

average life éxpectancy including infant deaths will be given in

parentheses after the life éxpectancy figures for those making it

past infancy:

*Incidentally, aging of the total population may help
explain the decreasing fertility rate,
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1895: 32 years (23 years including infant deaths);
1903: L4 years (12 years); 1915: kO years (18 years);
1925: 56 years (32 years) ; | 1935: 52 years (30 years);
1945: 63 years (39 yea?s); 1955: 75 years (46 years);
1965: 71 years (61 years); 1975: 76 years life expectancy at birth,
The village structures may be in crisis, but the most basic condition

of existence itself hes improved considerably,

The accompanying charts showing the population of Hbyales

- divided according to age (Figures ITT and IV) indicate by their

'abnormal’ shapes that life in Hoyales has seemingly never been
stablg and secure, For instance, the chart for 1787 shows that
the pdpulation then aged 7 to 16 had been partly decimated, probably
by soﬁe unrecorded disaster during the 1770s., This could incident-
ally lend some credence to Aranda's ('A', Figure II) low population
qupte for 1768, As already mentioned earlier, this was a moment
of severe economic crisis in the comarca,

For the spectacular gaps in the 1860 population chart
(Figure IV) there are some explanations, The cholera epldemlc of

1855 (Zamora 1965:627) may account partly for the small number of

children aged 6 to 10 in 1860, as may the reduced nurber of possible
fathers in the 26 to 30 age group, The first Carlist War and

- accompanying troubles probably help explain the slender population

of young adults between the ages of 16 to 30 and of their parent
group aged 51 to 60, All this might give credence to the abnormal
drop in population recorded in 18h5;§9 (Figure II: 'M'), and the
shortage of young adults in 1860 may have led to the slight drop in




FIGURE III
HOYALES: POPULATION ACCORDING TO AGE, 1972

AGES

70+ ' by

61-70 ' ' 20

5i1-60 Q0

11’/ ~50 7/ |
|

31-4o 5Y ;"

26-30 _ yg

AU-35 £6

16-20 _ _ ¥

”“4/5 o 55

6~-10 50

 Total: 639 inhabitants
(Population at 31-X1II-1972; Municipal Archives)
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population recorded in 1877 (Figure II).

The most recent population chart is also completely
misshapen (Figure III), but in 1972 the causes are not at all the
same as historical;y. If the nurbers of people aged Sl.to 60 and
those 61 to 70 are the same, this is mostly because of the dozen
or éo Civil War deaths and increased life expectancy, The slim
waistline in the middle of the chart indicates simply that most
of the adults aged in their‘thirties and early forties have
emigrated, This fact is reflected in the decreasing number of
-young children. That emigration usually involves young adults
with their childreﬁ but without their parents can be seen from
the bulge at the top of the chart. Put simply, Hoyales today has
an aging population,

| This shape is reflected almost exactly by the chart for
rural Burgos Province (Figure V), except that this shows even
sharper losses due to the Civil War and earlier emigration of
young adults than Hoyales, Many of the young adults in Hoyales
were soon to follow the example of other villages, The chart for
Bﬁrgos,city (Figure V) is muéhnxne;pyramidal, but the shortage of
war bebies is evident; so too,is the fact that Burgos only began to
industrialize after 1965; the Bishop had until then successfully
used his influence to ward off the evils of modernization from

his see,

Mbderhiza%i&n”énd Rﬁial‘béﬁopuléfioh'

Much of the surplus population of rural Burgos was therefore

obliged to emigrate to cities outside the province, though nearby
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cities are apparently the preferred destination of most migrants
(de Zulueta 1966:69).* Tt is notevorthy that continued contact
with the village of origin is an important consideration for most

Spanish migrants, who thus maintain their rural roots, Unlike the

fate of many other industrialized and up~-rooted peoples, Castilian
migrants were favoured in this respect by the late industrisl

- development of their country, Certain advantages of the technology

of advanced capitalism, such as comminications, have enabled con-

tacts to be maintained, It is possible that this moderates

adaptation by new urban immigrants, On fhe other hand, the major
means of communication with modern urban society for rural residents
is thfough conversation with emigrants on vacation in the village
(de Zulueta 1966:62). This is in fact the reason that sophisticated
'conyéniences' are being installed in Hoyales (Similar urban infiu-
ences are reported by Reclift 1973:198).

Another reason for the preferrence of nearby, familiar
urban centres as destinations for emigrants is the amazing (but
apparently common) fact thét apparently the process is often an

unplanned, ill-prepared flight from the village; 87% of emigrants

from villages in the province of Valladolid before 1966 left with
no job pre-arranged, no qualifications, maybe a family in tow, and

an ‘ingrained cultural fear of insecurity (de Zulueta 1966:67-69),

Most, of course, plan to try a network of cohtacts. Yet village

- *Zulueta and LSpez have conducted s sociological survey of
emigration in the neighbouring province of Vallodolid, Some of
their findings are of interest here, in spite of obvious reser-
vations about their methods.
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life was considered most agreeable by over 70% of emigrants, and
only 29% are attracted by the 'bright lights' of the city (de Zulueta
1966:56-62) ,
Who emigrates, and why?
The existence of a viable destination is obviously a major
determinant, For poorer peasants, the city can offer improved

housing and better educational opportunities for the children, The

work available is, for an ex-farmer, usually easier, with shorter,

fixed hours and higher fixed wages, Obviously, the richest opport-
unities were in Northern Europe; yet only one person from Hoyales
ever participatéd in the vast migration abroad characteristic of
much 6f the rest of Spain during the 1950s, Migration to a foreign
country, even if only for g determined period, is a momentous
decision regardless of the size of the financial 'bait?', Conditions
in Hoyales were obviously not as disastrous as in many other parts
of the country,

The well-known Spanish sociologist, Amando de Miguel,

claims that: "the basic cause of geographic mobility is not the

condition of life which exists in the village per se, but rather
the desire for social ascension which can be fulfilled only by

leaving the village" (1969:268) . Assuming there is in fact & strong -

"desire for social ascension," this is indeed fundamentally limited

by the conditions of existence in the villageé distribution of
property, equal inheritance laws, amd’ population presstre must
surely be relevant, And we have already indicated that the con-

ditions of life in the village were miserable for many, "Social
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ascension," thbugh it may be ideologically expressed as determinant,
can surely not be a stronger motivation than hunger and the limited
possibilities of anything within a closed rural system,

In fact, the coincidence between the highest ever populatlon
and the beglnnlngs of vast emigration (Hoyales' population began
falling in 1950--even before the Spanish economic 'miracle’ had
begun!) seems to be too striking to be ignored.v Indeed, I suggest
that population pressures were the major determining force in the
emigration process and in the resulting process of modernization,

In 1950, the population density in Hoyales reached 85 inhab-
itants per square kilometre (220/square mile), compared with a
national density at the time of 55.4" (I.N.E, 1971), vhich is very
high taking into account that Castile has the lowest population
density of the country. The Roa comarca, at 44,8 inhabitants per
km® in 1950, was the most densely populated of 014 Castlle (Molinero
1977: 28), due to the intensive manpower associated with cultivation
of the vine,

This high population density in Hoyales might not have been
critical if the land had been-equitably distributed at 1.18 Ha, (2.9
acres) per inhabitant, However, this was far from the case; in fact,
during this post:war period, the wealthier farmers were living better
than ever, as excess population had pushed down labourers!' wages,
Franco's victory had avoided the necessity for structural change;
the only escape valve for non;autonomous peasants was emigration,

a logical‘solution given the circumstances;

Pressure on an immutable traditional structure has been the
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real rural crisis, Individuals have adapted as they could, and
those who have remained are still suffering from the traditional
rural structure, Emlgratlon was not a preferred alternative for
most peasants, but even the wealthier farmers have not been educated
to see any future in agriculture be&ond the horizon, In fact they
were often the first to try to leave the countryside, following the
%traditional' ideal of the absentee landlorg, consuming the surplus
in separate urban living, and seemingly totally uninfluenced by any

bourgeois notlonscf'lnvestlng in local develoPment Ironically the

landlords have always been the only ones with the cgpacity to

develop the countrys1de, which would have been in their own long-

term interest, but they have rarely if ever done so, perhaps}because : ;

there;was little pressure on them to change, "Among the &lite of

Mediterranean Europe, there is no tradition of squiredom that brefers

the rustic life to that of the city" (Pitkin 1963 :128), and is | f'

therefore. stlmulated to the first stages of capitalist agriculture, [
Apart from those few who were wealthy enough to live in |

the city off rural rents—-and in Hoyales no DPeasant ever has

managed that without arn addltlonal source of income--most of the

wealthier Peasants did not themselves emigrate, but rather educated
most of their children for a professional urban life, The first

village in the comarca in which this happenedfana,large scale was

A}

perhaps Hoyales, beginning very soon after the Civil War, Before
then, a rich peasant was believed to be as well off as a poor country
doctor or a rural school-teacher, or even better,

The major part of the migratory process for the boor peasants
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was for very different reasons than for the wealthy., "The exodus
is composed of those persons for whom less material interests tie
them to the countryside” (Molinero 1977:46). According to Crespo
(1978), the usual order in the migratory process was as follows:
first the day-labourers with-lowvwages; then the small proprietors,
for whom agricultural prices were too low for the farm to be econ-

omical; next the medium-sized proprietors,

By the time the medium-sized proprietors were beginning to

think of emigration, the causes ofvthe process were beginning to be
the results of the first wave: shortage of labourers leading to
increased wages and even making some mechanization obligatory, -

The medium to small farms were too large for a single family without
some helping 1aboui, and too small to mechanize and 8till make ends
meet, The few who could manage were taking over the fields aban-
doned by the small farmers,

The next migratory wave was of those providing services in
smll village, like vets, carpenters, etc. Thege no longer had '
sufficient demand for their services, and their living standards
could not keep pace with those of the others, Finally,.hany other
villagers are tempted to leave because of the lack of services and
demise of rural self-sufficiency,

Usually, the Pirst to emigrate within each group were the
young,'followed’eventually'by mény of the middle-aged. Most of the
old folk justvtightened their belts and.remained in familiar terri-
tory. State pensions have now improved the conditions of most of

these semi-retireq persons considerably, Often, old persons, when
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unable to fend for themselves, might join their émigré children,
in the traditional expectation of being cared for, This is a‘fast
~disappearing custom, especially if the old parent has little property

to leave in inheritance and an insufficient pension to help the

family budget, When old emigrants near death, most are suddenly
rushed back to their village of origin for s cheap burial,

As the population of Spain has more than doubled in the past

century, the depopulation of villages must be seen as comparatively

worse than nunbers would indicate, a fact which is aggravated by
the emigration of most future parents.* Emigration affects mostly
very small villages; large villages such as Roa manage with diffi-
culty.. to maintain their population (1.65% increase between 1960 and
70). Towns and cities grow enormously: Aranda increased its popu-
lation by 36.53% from 1960 to 1970 (Roméro 1972), The only demo-
graphically healthy small village in the comarca is Berlangas which,
in spite of some emigration, has managed to increase its population
from 3)6 in 1860 to 583 in 1970, This really does éhow the growing
importance of i;'rigated land,

Perhaps because of its irrigated vega, Hoyales has not lost

as much population as most other villages.** Apart from Berlangas

and Roa, Hoyales suffered less from emigration between 1950 and 1975

*On this basis, Molinero calculates emigration by 1970 to be
equivalent to 45% of the comarca population of 1950 (1977:27).

*¥In fact, Hoyales even has the distinction of having received
two immigrant families during 1977} '
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than the other villages of the comafca. However, in the latest
stage of the migratory process, from 1970 to 1975, Hoyales had
the second highest rate, vhich means that large-scale.emigration

was a later process in Hoyales than elsewhere (Molinero 1977:26).

It would seem that the greater wealth of the village lessened the
more serious preésures leading to emigration, But Hbyaies' inflex-
ible structure (resulting prébably from this insufficient pressure
for change), and unimproved possibilities, finally forced the igsue

whenever an urban job could be found,

Resuiting from the first wave of migration, there are two
furthér forces'leading to emigration. Mechanization in the comarca
was basically a consequence of shortage of labour, Now it is a
cause in itself (Molinero 1977:55):‘ there is less regular demand
for manual labour; cropé requiring manual labour are being abandoned
wherever possible; and the very high costs of mechanization are
pushing smaller farmers off the land, |

The secoﬁd pressure for emigration is hidden by statistics:
in 1977, Hoyales was inhabited by 248 males and 258 females, However,

the fact is that most of the young, unmarried adults are male, many

of them destined never to find a spouse, Most of the young adult
females have either 1éft with their families, or themselves leave

for the cities to work as servants, ete, The diminishing facilities

and services in the village hinder their willingness to return for
marriage, And they realize that marriage 0 a farmer will occasion-
ally oblige them, given the shortage of manual labour, to help their

husbands in the fields--a disagreeable prospect, The situation for
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the young men in Hoyales is not as desperate ag in many other
nearby villages, where there might even be only a single prospective
bride for e dozen young men,*

There are other serious problems due to rural depopulation,
Perhaps the most worrying for the future viability of agricultural
life is the emigration of the economically most valuable members
of the community. The population is aging, Furthermore, all those
who cen spend much of their surplus educating their children;
unfortnmately none of this heavy investment ever benefits the
countryside (de Zulueta 1966.78).

Luckily, the 'erisis' of the countryside is uot entirely
disastrous, bearing in mind the previous conuitions of existence,
‘Social class differentiation, uever very strong in Hoyales because
of the divisive inheritance system, is'becoming irrelevant among
those villagers'remaining. In part this may be due to the improved
conditions and status of former day-labourers and the fact that the
" big farmers now need them more than they need the farmers., Partly,
increasing contacts with the dominant society may be encouraglng
community identification and a more objective, balanced view of rursl
status. The young farmers certainly have a stronger feeling of mutwal
solidarity than their elders, Their generation has been more dee-
1meted by emigration, &nd they have seen the problems caused by the
suspicious familism of the elders. The ind;vidualietic ideology of

the younger generation means that individuals are now judged more on

*This serious difficulty for young farmers to find prospect-
ive wives, has also been discussed by Esteva (1971:63-64) ang
Brandes (1972:18),
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the basis of their achieved status,
The availability of ever more farming land for those who
have remained in Hoyales is gradually improving their conditions,

However, the diminishing pressure on the land has enabled all

structural change to be avoided thus far. The only solutions seen
by farmers at present are increases in agricultural prices, and

increasing the size of individual farms to & 'rational’ size

(de Zulueta 1966:81), _usually by renting the fields of emlgrants.

It can be seen that population pressures have, over the

past forty years, led to changes in the forces of production, and

should eventually lead to major structural change, The changes in'
mode of production since the Civil War have mostly involved dlffer-
ences in access to the means of production and forms of land tenure,

whlch bave in turn led to a decrease in village social stratification, - ' |




CHAPTER X
SOCIAL ANALYSIS OF THE VILLAGE

"Tanto tienes, tanto vales,” (What you pPossess ig what
you're worth,)

Stratification

There are two levels for describing social class, On the
national scale; mnost of the viliagers in the comarca occupy the
lowef rungs, At the village level, class consciousness as such
does hot really exist yet; familistic status is still more opera-
tive, Nevertheless, certain sub-class divisions can be observed
within the microcosm of village society, in behaviour, marriage
alliances and conditions‘of existence,*

Within Hoyales, 'class' (i.e. sub-clase in reality) is
mostly'determined by occupation, Occupation was traditionally
predetermined for a family, by property or by fitting in to some
bfspecialized' niche, usually following faﬁher's footsteps. That is;

conditions df existence were traditionally decided by inheritance:
the lives of both men and women were predetermined at birth, and the

outside society had few alternative possibilities to offer for most,

*Though almost all villagers are financially poor in compar-
ison with, say, the average 'poor' North American, there are
different ways of being poor, and the ways of using one's financial
resources can vary enormously between societies; indeed the per-
ception of living 'well' is relative,
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Modernization and the 'erigis! affecting agriculture has

changed all that, opening up new possibilities for mobility and
creating new occupational niches. The standards of measurement

have changed too, from property to productiqn: Property used to
produce a secure, easy income for its ownmer; today, in mihifundist
agriculture, most of the profit at the village level goes to the
producers., The easy profits now go to urban speculators who control

the market, and no longer to the landlords, Access to the means of

production bas changed, as shown by the differences in land tenure,
Until the 19th céntury, most of the land in the village
did not belong to individual peasants, the majority of whom worked
as labourers or hadzlimited access to the means of production under
varying forms of tenure, There was a minority of independent
farmers, of varying degrees of wealth, but all possessing some land,
- and tools and work animald, The census of Flaridablanca in 1787
gives the number of independent farmers as 20; there were 70
labourers,
Gradually after the 19th centwry waves of disentailmenﬁ,

'traditional? society came into being., Almost all the land in the

village became privately owned by its inhabitants, The earlier
minority of independent peasants had become much wealthier, but

there was now a continuum all the way down, The wealthy peasants

did not have to work much in the fields themselves, but relied on
permanently hired labourers and the occasional temporary labour of
- that majority of small peasants with insufficient property to

maintain themselves by their own possessions and labour, The large
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group of middle peasants could Jjust manage family autonomy, The
1896 Electoral Registef for Hoyalé.s shows 143 lebradores (farmers
with some property and working animals), and only 19 landless
labouwrers, The 1897 population census gives a total of 750,
including 14 transients., It would therefore appear that all
heads of household were entitled to the vote, and the figwre of

only 19 completely landless families is correct (there were also

two shepherds and five artisans in the village-~presumably also

landless),

~ Within living memory some small farmers were fortunate
enéﬁgh‘ to increase their farms by sharecropping tenure (9._ _m_eg_j._ég)/ s
vhich was considered an improvement on pa.rt-—.time wage-labouring,
Howéver, as Dobby points out (1936:183), although this may be an
improvement for the hboﬁer, as he shares in the profits, he also
Shares the risks, which can place him in debt with the owner, who
of course can weather the risks more easily, The owner makes less
profit, but never loses; furthermore he no longer has the work and
worry of managing his own land, and even has his lsbour question

solved, In fact, the major determinant deciding many large land-

owners to give out fields on the sharecropping system. was probably
the difficulty of obtaining labourers whenever needed, as emigra-

tion started to become an alternative,

As ever more labowrers and small peasants left to Jjoin the
urban proletariat, sharecroppers were gradually sble to obtain
improrved conditions of tenure, Eventually only a few small farmers

with insufficient capital to work the land remained in sharecropping
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forms of tenure, The pressure of declining pOpulation enabled

rental contracts to be negotiated with the owners. In 1947 in
Hoyales, about 20% of the farmers appear to have been sharecroppers
(according to a semi-legible document in the Municipal Archives),
but no renteros (farmers working rented land) are mentioned, By
1962, the First Agrarian Census of Spain (I.N.E,) mentions that of

the land in Hoyales 60% was worked by its proprietors, 33% was under

a sha.recr0pp1ng arrangement and 4,3% was farmed by rentees, The

Second Census, taken in 1972, shows 59% worked by the owners (pro-
perty distribution had obviously not chenged much), 11% still
worked on a sharecropping basis, and a massive 30% of the land
'belng rented to farmers by absentee or retired owners, Since then,
sharecr0pp1ng has declined still further, while land rental is
constantly increasing, as more farmers leave their own land upon
retirement or emigration,

In other words, each group has risen a rung or two finan-
cially and in perceived social status.,. The notable exception are

the once wealthy peasants who did not, or could not (especially if

they were women), farm their own land but instead let it to tenants,
These peo_ple', if they are unwilling to make money by selling some
land, are becoming poorer, with only land titles to show and a

perceived status and reputation for being wealthy, The formerly

considerable financiai differentiation between groups within the
village is now much less marked, Urban society now confers a higher
standard of living (hence status) than the village, So, ironically,

the landless poor who emigrated early on are now often better off
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financially than the landed farmers who could afford to remain,
Could this be the crux of the rural crisis?

.Again, we note that much of the surplus from the country-
side has to leave the village, here in the form of rental payments
ﬁq absentee landlords for the right of access to the means of pPro-
duction, ZILuckily present-day land rental is not nearly as oppressive

as feudal dues,

Occupational Minorities |

Apart from farmers, there are other occupationai minorities
or classes in Hoyales, These will be described briefly here; aé
‘they are rafel& referred to elsewhere in this study., Three of
fhesé grbﬁps are new to Hoyales, and totally untraditional to
Castilian villages., They are pensionérs, factory workers and gypsies,

0ld peasants used to have to work until they dropped, Now .
they receive a small state pension, and many have become full-time
loungers; some still practise a little subsistence agriculture,
Compared with their previous hardships and insecure revenueé from
(agricﬁlture,_most‘penéioners claim to live better now than ever
before, Subsidized medical care is perhaps the mosf appieciated°
Old-age pensions, even if small, are very important because they
enable the pensioner to‘maintain his/her independence, There is an
increasing, though exaggerated, fear'that many children might
abandon the traditional custom of caring for family invalids,

All the factory workers living in Hoyales are commuters
employed in the Michelin tyre factory in Aranda, By their residence

in the village they have given rise to the new phenomenon of the
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small part-time farmer, who would normally have had to abandon his
farm, but can now use his small property to supplement his indus-
trial wages,* Becaﬁse of the lack of services and attractions in
Hoyales, some of these workers eventually move to Aranda permanently,
It is therefore difficult to state the exact numberv of Michelin
workeré still living in the village; in 1976, there were 25 men of

Hoyales working in Michelin, three of whom lived in Aranda, Since

then, a few others have moved to Aranda, some have left Michelin

for a job in another city, and occasionally another villager is

'lucky? énough to find a place-in the factory,

The gypsy family officially resident in Hoyales is thé only
one to have been allowed to settle in a village in the comarca
(Cantera, persoﬁal commuﬁication). After coming to Hoyales for
temporary work regularly for several years s they were given resident
status about 15 to 20 years ago by one of the village mayors, He
fdund an old house for them (which they have since purchased), and
Obliged them to send their children to school when they were born,
the first ever native gypsies of Hoyales. The mayor's idea was

that they should live like 'normal’ people, There was opposition

to this act of *charity’ (which was in reality a practical move)
from the Civil Guard and some of the villagers. But the gypsies

proved to be grateful and useful, They were available for the

meanest types of casual labour, and even informed the municipal

*The village in the Levante studied by Mira (1972) also
possesses a large population of ouvriers-paysans,
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authorities>whether other visiting gypsy groups wefe 'good' or
*bad’, -

Traditionally, gypsies used to visit the village at inter-
vals to sell their baskets and maybe do some casual labour, There
was another,'evén poorer, group of gypsies, known throughout
Castile as Hﬁngafbé (Hungarians),.who were itinerant entertainers,
All these gypsy groups were only allowed to remain in the village

a few days, and had to sleep under archways, protected only from

the rain;

Other,\more‘traditional, occﬁpational minoritiés in Hoyales,
are the landless aéricultural labourers, the shepherds, those pro-
viding services, or artisans, and the '"Dons’.

The wageglabourers are a diminishing group in Hoyales
(only eleven in 1978) and as such can command very decent wages

vwhenever their work is in demand, When there is demand for manual

labour it is so great that ﬁhe ranks of male labourers are swelled
by many of the village women, Six of the village labourers work

full-time in the neighbowring Carrascal latifundio, This landless

labouring class is the lowest for native villagers; its lowest
sub-class isvalmost a caste: the shepherds.
Shepherds, perhaps because of their different relationship

to the land, and after generations of conflict with farmers, "are

apt to be regarded as of an inferior class" (Naval Intelligence
Division 19&&:2&3). Throughout history they have always been poorly
paid to lead the communal flocks and those belonging to individual

wealthy peasants, 1In spite of the custom of generations of
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shepherds serving the same flock-owning family and the paternal-

istic fondness of the owners for their faithful sef#ants, shepherds
were extremely roor and often lived in appalling conditions.* A
Shepherds were not allowed fo use the milk from the ewes in their
care, except that in Hoyales they usually had exclusive use qf the
last three days of the milking éeason, for whatever that might have
been worth. Three of the four shepherds remaining in Hoyales are
now the owners of'their own flocks for the first time ever, This
is bécause-shepherds became so scarce as soon as they could emigrate
that:their wages went up too much for the flock owners, who finally
sold}the sheep, |

The village artisan, or business, or service, class is
actually mostly composed of poor or medium peasants who found
theméelves or inherited a specialization, to which they often
supplement their earnings by part-time farming. Although most of
these men have received little or no training in their speciali-
zation*¥* they are usually coméetent for the elementary requirements
of the village,

'Most of the artisans traditional in Hoyales have by now
died or left or retired, There were still in 1972 about twenty
familiés within this group: a trucker, an agricultural machinery

dealer, a bank agency, two builders, an undertaker-cumpglazier;

*of which a couple of incredible examples still exist in
the nearby village of La Sequera (Cantera, personal communication),

**They follow, like the farmers, this national trend, pre-
valent through almost every layer of society, of inadequate
education,
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a fishmonger-cum-greengrocer, two butchers, three general stores,
two bakers, two bar owners, the postman, the telephonist, the
town-crier, a sheep's milk agent, thé doctbr's fee collector, the
secretary of the Farmers'_Brotherhood, and probably some other
whose profeSsion escapes me at-the moment, Some of the traditional
'Specialists, such as the pig butcher, still have occasionai demand
for their serviées. . |

A few of the members §f this group, such as the'truéker
and the machinery dealer, could be the beginﬁing of a new middle-
class of entrepreneurs. However, ever&body in the village, including
the Dons from outside, have basically the same value system. They
are all either peasants in ideology or the children of peasants;
most differences are therefore generational,

The village professionals all have the title Don before
their Christian names; they are the 'upper' class of the village
because they are connected'to and appointed by the dominant outside
society, to which they owe their allegiance, and to which their
interests belong, - These formally educated professionals are, in
Hoyales, the priest, the secretary-clerk, the doctor, and the

school-teachers.

Tamily and Status

Access to the éllte is, for rural inhabitants, via formal
education, The better-off farmers, since agriculture has become
less profitable and especially since their holdings have become

ever more fragmented by inheritance, have started to send most,
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or even all, of their children to the private schools run by
religious orders in the cities, A minimsl education has long been
valued in 0ld Castile, In 1896, only 34 out of 163 heads of house-
holds could not read or write * But since the Civil War, some
degree of further education and a 'career' has been the aim for the
children of all those parents who could afford it, . Thus they have
assured for their children a continued social position of dominance,
Domination was traditionally by the rich over the poor, Individual.
- ability and achievement are gradually becoming the means to power
and status. .
A family's prestige has now become dependent on the status
of its children, - Traditionally, the status of the parent used to
determine that of the children; therefore children had to maintain
their parents' status (which included taking care of them when old),
The extending of horizons means that status is now conferred from
outside the community, and consumerism allows it to be conspicuously
displayed, The prestige vof @ village family depends on what it has
managed to give its children., This can be demonstrated by an urban
education and career, or by dress, cars and other consumer goods,
where competition is more open to all and is sometimes stiff, This
consumerism indicates the acceptance by the lower classes of the
symbolic standards of the upper classes (Contreras 1972:232),

The change is only superficial hovever, as measurement ig

still in purely material terms, That a child be good, kind, useful,

*somehow the village postman was among the few illiterate!.
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intellectually brilliant', ‘etc., is not really relevant. * Children's
careers are compared in financial terms, and if still similar,
according to hierarchy of power, Previously, status ixicreased as -
a person's material need to work lni-d decreased (though of course,
in a village of farmers, the capacity to work hard if necessary is
valued). A rich peasant was defined as one who did not need to farm
himself because he could afford laboureis. On the national scale,
however, a rich farﬁer is a latifundista, which requires a farm éf
over 250 Ha. (Tamames 1976:62). As no individuel farmer in Hoyales
has ever i)ossessed, or evén farmed, 100 Ha., we can see that within
& minifundist ﬁliage, to be a 'rich' peasant is only a relative
concept, A‘ rich peasant was in fact only slightly better off than
a midﬁle peasant, not only in wealth, but in the associated attri-
butes of prestige, honour and power,

Power has always been associated with wealth, if only
because of control of the wages paid to labourers., But the real
source of power was within the larger structural context of the
nation-state, Some wealthy peasants began to gain access to these
channels of power after the Liberal reforms, which permitted or
even required manipulation of elections. Therefore the local
caciques obtained good connections to the ‘sources of power and
patronage, Under Franco's dictatorship this was changed, and per-

sonalistic use of power was through membership and connections

*Esteva (1971:65-66) suggests that being listo (astute) is
today a more valued attribute than the traditional values of honour
and hard work, '
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within the national Mdvimiento, independent of a villager's wealth,
because of the Civil War (c.f, Hansen 197T4). Given the fiuctuating
political situation since Francb's death, no villager’has4at the

moment a reliable comnection to ultimate sources of power, It

remains to be seen if the new farmers' unions and political parties
will £i11 the void,

As the nuclear family is the basic social,'eddnomic and
-péiitical unit in Hoyales, membefs of a family benefit as a unit

from the attributes of wealth, prestige, power and honour., Just as

the unit seeks prestige in the status and condition of its children,
s0 tbo the honour of the family reposes in the virtue of its women
and in their men's defense of this virtue (Pitt;Rivers 1968:45),
"Honour and shame have been the subjects of a vast body of
anthrbpological research and speculation centering én Mediterranean
peasantries (Peristiany, Pitt-River, ete.), 014 Castile is not
really 'Mediterranean'; but that some of these concepts are similar,
and apply in Hoyales, may be indicated by the seriousness of differ-
ent insults, The worst are those offending the honour of the mother;

next are insults to a man's virility, indicating that his wife's

honour may be in jeopardy. But honowr actually appears to be
mostly dependent on a family's wealth and social standing, The

Spanish aristocracy can apparently behave in any way with impunity:

their honour is secure, For the very poor, honour is irrelevant
or out of reach (Caro 1968:124), Honowr is perhaps mostly the pre-
occupation of the upwardly mobile or socially ambitious, and even

here it seems today to take second place to the search for wealth
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and power, The importance of the concept for peasants may have

been overplayed (Lisén 1966:31k%),

Divisions Accofding deSéx and Genefatiah

Cross-cutting the familial stratification of rural society,

" there exist two dlfferent sub-dxv131ons, according to sex and age,
which can make even small village social organization appear complex,
These divisions affect whole spheres of activity (work entertainment,
etco) and social relations, Intra-fgmilial permutations of seniority
are determined by generation and sex; however, with increasing wban
education of man& youngsters of both sexes, traditional structures
are collapsing in fact, though not yet in appearance,

Sex and age differences are, even more than stratification,
the determining bases for most social relations and activity outside
the family home (thus promoting the myth of social egalitorianism),
Just as this dissertation concentrates on the dominant social class
in Hoyales, i.e, independent farmers, so too most of what is said
refers to the dominant group of productive adult males, or eventw
ually to the basic social unit of the nuclear family, Non-inclusion
of the spheres of women and children is only excusable because the
writer was automatically‘placed by his age and sex, in the adult

male's public world of work, the bar, municipal polities, ete,

Women
The woman's sphere of activity is the private world of the
family home, Its intimacy is sacred: Castilians have the reputation

of being among the most hospitable and open people in the world,
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which is true--outside the home! " (Cantera 1977:16). The home is
the individual's refuge from a hostile world (c.f. Lisén 1973).

Men have been educated by their mothers to depend on the women in
the family for service, security and honouwr., Women in this society
are traditionally totally family orientated and "the bulwark of the
clagsical rural order” (Serrano 1975:58), usually sacrificing them-
selves personally and their sex as a social group. "The irony is

that it is the collective effect of their own behavior that restricts

them as individuals" (Harding 1975:307).

Yet, by Castilian law, women retain after marriage their
maiden names and property titles; women participate discreetly in
family decisions; and most peasant women, unless wealthy, have had
to work iﬁ the fields. They were then of cburse unable to fulfill
all their domestic duties, and infant mortality and child care
suffered accordingly, Most women in Hoyales used to return from
the fields in the evenings together with the men, and still have f
to cook, take care of the many children, and do the housework,
Obviously the houses ended up uncomfortable, unattractive and in

poor condition. Meanwhile the men took their dinners up to the

wine cellars and spent the evenings relaxing with friends., This
Tact alone probably gives an accurate indication of the true power

situation between the sexes: 1in spite of the informal power of

women, "the powers women have ... are the kind accorded to the
subordinate group in an enduring relationship of interdependence"
(Harding 1975:308),

In agricultural labour, women are given the most simple
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unqualified #asks, and are paid less, even for the same jobs, .
because they are considered casual, part-time labourers (Serrano 1975:
55)s This may help explain why more women emigrate to the cities,
and do not want to return to the countryside, Furthermore, even
if they marry a well-to-do farmer and are not obliged to do wage-
lsbour, tﬁey reaiize that shortage of manual labour will occasionally

force them to have to help their husbands with back-breaking

agricultural tasks,

Increasing automation and differeﬁt crops are grédually
diminishing the demand for female labour, with a consequent increase
in the freedom of women from their former slavefy, and a re-orientation
of their activities, especially in Hoyales, But this seems to be
diminishing the status of women's work, as the specialization and
economic importance of the male increases (Serrano 1975:59).

With their new-found freedom, most women, ekcept the very
poor in Hoyales and the not-quite-so-poor in other villages, are
now becoming full;time housewives, mothers and gossips.* Living

conditions in the home are now being improved considerably, as young

rural women are the main vehicle for the introduction to the village

of most technical urban improvements, domestic and even agricultural
(Serrano 1975:58)., Also, women now have more time to care for the

children, whose conditions are vastly improvéd, and the diet, which

‘is becoming more balanced or at least enriched (due mainly of course

to increased availability of cash),

*Gilmore (1978) claims that in his Andalucian agro-town
adults. of both sexes are obsessed with gossip,
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Unfortunately, the influence of women is far from always
being positive:
ees She shows herself to be especially reactionary to
any possible changes affecting social relations, does
not accept cooperative projects, and, in general, Pt
hinders any idea of mutual association (Serrano 1975:58), B
She becomes more and more the centre of family life and acts as "the
channel of information and factor contributingA to create the public
opinion held of her family" (Serrano 1975:59). In Hoyales, many

women seem to spend much of the_day outside the house, gossiping or

| playing cards in i'egular groups; the favourite game is "Brisca' R
which can be understood more as a training in gossip peddling than
as a game, Hoyales' is incidentally one of the few villages in the
comarca where so many women spend so much time Playing cards (Cantera;
personal commmication). This may be an indication of the relative
prosperity of the village,

Carmen Serrano claims that the suspicion and lack of communal
vision of women is "the reflection of g particularly painful history,
that of the defenseless peasant féced with unforeseeable natural

conditions" (1975:58) « More than this, it would seem that women have

had their vision and activity and interests limited to the family
by history and social conditions, Not for nothing are women more

familistic than most men,

Furthermore, the education of women for anything outside the
home has until Very recently been totally neglected, Even the basic
skills of elementary education, which were supposed to be universally
taught in Hoyales, are (according to the Electoral Register of 1976)

known to all in the village except the older menbers of the gypsy
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family, one man classified as 'sub-norml', and eight women between
the ages of 54 and 87, As girls they were probably needed for
household and wage labour, and their basic eduéation was not con-

sidered as important as their brothers'., After all, it is men who

are the household heads and have to.deal with the outside world,
~ Women, having gained freedom from the drudgery of 'before s

are now limited by thelr cultural preparation from doing much else

to increase their status, and are no longer even contributors to the

family budget (Esteva 1971:38, 63-6L),

Perhaps even more depressing. would appear to be the place of
spinsterhood in this society,* Spinsters would seerﬁ to be merely
tempora.ry custodians, with right of usufruct, for inherited property
to be held in ti'ust for the family, The Church is more positive
towards women in this 'sublime condition®, which may be why many
become pious church-goers,

For young women though, the situation is rapidly becoming |
different, with the sexually egalitarian, bourgeois influences of the

dominant urban society and its attitudes, Many villagers have given

their daughters a professional education, to help them marry better,
or at least have a decent livelihood, And in the village, many of
the younger wives now mansge to get their husbands to take them out

in public on holidays, in the urban fashion,

Generations

Age~group divisions are very marked in most areas of public

*Brandes (1976) describes the reasons for people remaining
single in rural Spain,
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and private life, Within the familjr, age more than sex differences
is the basis for power relationships, with parents in firm, dicta-
torial control., Tradif,ionally, family relationships are quite
formal and not openly affectionate, Children are more often referred
to as nifio (child) than by their baptismal name, Considerable
respect should Be shown towards members of an older generation:

padre, madre and tfa (aunt) should be addressed formally using the

regpectful term usted. Familiar tu is reserved for members of the
same generation or younger persons (or to address individusls of 8

| lower social standing)., Affectionate bourgeois language is gradually
creeping into village family usage: EE?, pla;l_g’._, the generalized use
of tu, and the calling of uncles and aunts by their names.*

Equal age is the basis for friendship criteria, together of
course with sex. Cuadrillas (friendship groups) of young people
especially, are usually predetermined by age, sex, and occasionally
social stratification. Social standing is only a criterion if there
are enough children of similar standing to form a viable play group,
Anyway, choice by the child is rarely relevant- menbership of a
cuadrilla is pre-determined by age ‘and sex, and if choice is possible
it is by the parents who place their children in specific play
groupé. Among very young children sex is no barrier to social
mixing., By puberty it has become the most important of all criteria,

| Outside the extended family, children and their activities

- are of no concern to adult males,  As a result, I was unsble to

*Simila.r uwrban influences are reported for rural Valencia
by Mira (1972:118), v
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Observe the process by which chlldren are acculturated Although
this educational process is most 1mportant I am aware of only a
few studies for the Mediterranean areg (e.g. Sweet 1969b), But
these would appear to concentrate more on children DPreparing for
their roles as adults, than on the complete indoctrination to which
they are subjected--the process by which parents attempt to make

their of f'spring successful within the perceived dominant social

reality and conditions of existence, At moments of change, education

is obviously out of pace wi'l;h reality,

The political reality for more than a generation in Spain
has been authoritarian dictatorship, This is reflected in the
nuclear family by paternalistic power s which promotes individual
insecurity and lack of self-confidence, teaches devious ways of |
affirming one's individualism, and encourages suspicion and Jealousy ,
of the world outside the family--all %ypical! traits noted by
observers of Spain, _

| Until marriage (if ever), off- spring traditionally remain

within the nuclear family unit, as structural dependents, regardless

of their age, Rites de pbassage are normally imposed and organized

by the Church-State: baptism; confirmation and first-communion
(indlcatlng the age of reason has been reached, after which diseiplining

of the chilg may begln) 3 marriage (1nd1cating adulthood and a new

independent family); burial, The extended family is important in a1l
these religious ceremonies of life-cycle, Burials are, furthermore,
solidarity rituals for most of the community,

The passage to adulthood is no longer symbolic in Hoyales,
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For women, the only ritual has always been the sudden shock of

first menstrwation., For young men in Hoyales, the traditional |
ceremony wes 'running the roosters', common in 0ld Castile according
to Caro Barojé, who however sees the rite as some sort of agricul-
tural sacrifice (1975:I1:103). This rite has now been abandoned,
‘and all that remains to celebrate the occasion are a few festivities.
organized by the quintos, the young men being called up for nétional
service in the-armed forces, -Military service takes the young men
away from their families for about & year and a half and catches up
’with any children whose parents neglected to teach the social
reality, Luckily for their sanity, most village youths have usually
been able to see this rare chance to escape from their native

environment as an adventure,

Public Ritual and Social Harmony

These divisions by age and sex, which cut acioss class
lines, are symbolized in most public ceremonies, which are also
religious rituals, as if to emphasize the national unity of Church
and State, For all commumal feasts, public ceremonies, and funerals,
& religious service in church ang & procession through the streets
are among the principal gctivities of the occasion. In fact, the
important part, even of religious festivals, for most villagers is
the procession--not the Mass,

If the event begins inside the church, the women are all
inside the church; any men in chuich are at the rear. Many men
wait outside in the main square, The processions are led by the

men; the centre of the proceésion contains the priest, the pall or
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Plate 21, Ritualized separation of the sexes: +the
benediction at the end of the Corpus Christi procession,

Plate 22, Church and State: the parish priest under the
pallium held by the municipal authorities; Maunday Thursday,
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idol-bearers, and the principal mourners or municipal authorities;
the women, with the young children, follow,

The Castilian ﬁwth of social equality is also piayed out
in ritualized social relations outside the family network, In
public places, outside work,'sﬁpériof and inferior mix socially
with the appearance of equals, This is of course Superficial,
and probably serves to maintain the honourable reputation of the
superior and the dignity of the socially inferior, Not for nothing
do many of the richer villagers traditioﬂally make only token
appearances ih many public places, such as the bar, etc,.*

This behaviour has its advantages in the village as all,
including_the physically or mentally handicapped, can feel inte-
grated, and the parish priest is happy to socialize with anyone
who will play cards with him, In fact, social relations outside
work are remarkably harmonious and pleasant. This agreeable life-
style in relaxation is an important reason (added to the limitations
of the family budget, and féw other interests) for so many emigrants
returning to Hoyales for their vacations,

Apart from the bar and the village festivals, the most
noteworthy aépect of recreational life in Hoyales are the well-
known bodegas (wine cellars, dug deep into the hillside beneath
the castle) and the édntédores (1ittle huts at the entrance to the
caves), where suckling lamb chops are barbecued over embers of vine

cuttings., On holidays the castle hill is covered with the smoke

*Unlike Andalucia, where the rich try to avoid all contact
with the lower classes, Egalitarianism is the ideology of the
labourers (Gilmore 1977).
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and smell of delicious barbecue, Eating and drinking in the
bodegas and contadoresg are, like visits to the bar, integration
rites for thev participants,
Traditionally, most men used to g0 up the hill to the v:'f:,’-f:.».f;:
bodegas several times a week, especially on Sundays, " The local
'upper' class rarely participated in thig form of relaxation. oOf

course, a visit to the bodega was, for the hungry poor, also a

type of evasion, something beautiful, the only "art form" (as one

informant put it) in this harsh society, Nowadays, only about g
dozen or so men visit their wine;-'vaults daily, Most of the other
village men go to the bar (an indication of more money to spend
than before) or stay home with'their families watching T.V, (indi-
cating chénging relationships),

The most important ritué.l in the cycle of village life is
the annual feast of the patron saint of Hoyales, Saint Bartholomew.
This is the ultimate manifestation of the ideology, or rather
mystification of the ideal. Here can be seen how the church has

tried to enfold and dominate, The local civil authorities are

brought in to play an important role in the ceremoniai but sub-
ordinate to the priest (they have to kiss his mantle), Traditionally
most v:.llagers, eSpeclally the youngsters, used to accompany the

saint's statue dancing during the procession; this 'heathen' custom

was stopped by a priest during the France era, The date, 24 August,
would seem to indicate that f;his was originally a cereal harvest
festival; curiously, the only other village feast, the patroness,

Our Lady of Above, on the second Sunday in Novenmber, sounds like it
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was originally a wine festival,
The festival of the patron saint is Hoyales' annual
presentation of a fagéde to the outside world, for this is the

occasion when friends and distant relstives from other villages

and emigrants 1n the cities all try to visit HOyales. The munici-
pal authorities and most of the villagers make a great effort to
show off what they want others (especially neighbouring villagers)

to see and think of Hoyales, They clean up in front of their

houses, and some villagers even bring out of the attic a carpet
and change the curtains, |

The municipal council seems to Spare no expense to make
the feast as impressive as possible, with a band, flags in the
square, a visiting preacher, etc. In 1976, 80,000 pesetas (over
$1300) was set aside for the occasion; this was more than 10% of
the total municipal budget, the largest item after the clérk's
salary, and more than double the cost of maintaining the school
(Municipal Archives). |

The whole community tries to show off, attempting to main-

taln the old reputation of being the richest village in the comarca,

The villagers are hospitable, generous and even extravagant with
visitors., The visitor my also witness the most incredible display of

extravagance, in the uwpper bar on the hill near the bodegas,

-Gambling is a favourite sport for some villagers, and occasionally
up to a thousand dollars (equivalent to the profit from the harvest
of an individual crop) may be risked during a session, Actually,

this gambling is probably not pure extravagance, but e desPerate




..178..

Top:

Plate 23,

The men's 'community
centre': in the bar
after lunch,

Bottom:

Plate 24,

The Feast of the
Patron Saint:
decorations and
entertainment in
the square,




- 179 -
attenptlby professional risk-takers (i;é. farmers) to see if luck
can get them out of an endless‘cycle of debt, which can rarely bev
solved by hard work and simple living,

The villagers of Hoyales are proud of their village and

of the splendour of its feast, They look down on the stinginess
of neighlbouring Berlangas (which is perhaps the only economically

healthy village in the comarca) for not showing off its wealth

(vhich it therefore does not possess): "En Berlangas se baila 1a

Jjota con los pufios cerrados" (In Berlangas they dance with their

fists tightly closed),

- Yet the painful reality of Hoyales is soon evident in the
lack of communal feeling and solidarity. Menbership of most of the
boisterous groups is limited to extended family; grand Mass is g
curiously cool ceremony of individualists, And the physical aspect
of the village offers no evidence of communal improvement or
enbellishment, unlike Berlangas or the remarksble nearby village
of Pedrosao* In Hoyales, there is no community of class conscious-
ness: the only unit of solidarity is the family, The village is

divided within itself against the dominant outside'world, for

which Hoyales is a single low class unit ready and almost willing

to have its surplus removed,

*Pedrosa, not a rich village, recently won a provincial
prize for "most improved village," TIts communal efforts at attract-
iveness are much commented upon by youths of the comarca,




CHAPTER XI

ACCESS TO THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION

"La propiedad de la tierra estf muy bien distribuida en
Castilla,"” (Land-ownership is very well distributed in
Castile; a traditional myth,)

Property and Inheritance

The basic determinant cct’ village stratification is constituted
by the means of livelihood, For farmers, this consists mainly ;f‘ the
following kinds of productive property: farming land, agricultural
tools and machinery, working animals s Storage facilities (barns
and bodegas-~the latter no longer used), houses and yards, domestic
animals, No longer uéed &re scrvb lands and processi'ng facilities
(eras or threshing grounds, lagares or wine-presses),

A villager's access to productive property, hence his clasgs
and occupation, is traditionally determined by his inheritance,

Inheritance is the symbol of private property., The Castilian

inheritance system is basically egalitarian and functions to impede
an individual family from belonging to a particular social 'class'--

.at least to a superior one--for more than a few generations. TLuck

is the method by which the ‘system works and is assumed to be the only
impartial method--even if it is wnfair,
Inheritance could be described as being by family name,
which might be the reason for every individual being identified by
- 180 -
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the family names of both parents, and these never being lost, even
upon marriage, There are two separate, ﬁutually exclusive, orders
of inheritance: synchronic and diachronic, both based on the con-
cept of the nuclear famil& and its reproductive continustion
throuéh time, In all cases, title to property is held by name
and is untransferable, other than within the inheritance system,*

This is symbolized by what we might call synchronic (or
horizontal) inheritance. Upon the death of an unmarried or married
bﬁt childless individual, all inherited property of that individual
returns to the original nuclear family basis of origin (property
in common accumulated during marriage goes to the widowed spouse),
This is the case even if all the original sibling inheritors are
deceased, but only if they have produced some descendants, i.e. the
nephews and nieces, or grand nephews and nieces, of the dead child-
less individual, The rules for normal inheritance then apply.

| 'Normal', or diachronic (or vertical) inheritance consists

of equal division among the surviving members of the original
nuclear family, including deceased members if these have direct
descendants of their own. Put simply, this means equal shares for
each of the orphaned siblings, plus a share for the widowed spouse/
parent,

The property to be divided and inherited consists of

absolutely everything (including personal chattels) possessed by

*0f course, since the 19th century, land has been a market-
able commodity,




- 182 -
the deceased, If the deceased had lent or rented some property
(e.g. a house or some land) to a descendant, that descendant must
return this property to the common lot for division, Dowries are
taken into account too. The entire inheritance is rigourously
divided into equal lots according to the number of direct inheritors
(i.e. in the case of death of & sibling with descendants, these
will have to re-divide their parent's share), Each share should
include the same amount of each type and quality of land, Houses
may be sub-divided if this is possible; aﬁd even sets of kitchen
ware and suites of furniture may be split,

Obviously it is considered most important that all the
inheritors should agree on the absolute equality of each share, and
that none be more desirable, This is usually achieved even if it |
means that some property be Spoilt or rendered useless--which is
considered preferable to the possibility of it belonging to another
(cof, Lisén 1966:322), Once the lots are agreed to be of equal
'value', the actual distribution is decided by luck,

Within the family, the process is totally levelling and
egalitarian, At the village level, the inheritance system ensures
wealth differences, but hinders accumulation over generations and
the formation of formal social classes (Price and Price 1966b :533),
This ultimate levelling tendency of the Castilian inherifance
system is what the aristocracy avoided by the creation of mayorazgo
in the 16th century (see above, Chapter V). In Hoyales, inheritance

symbolizes the breaking up of the nuclear family into independent,
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competitive units, through an individualistie and divisive process,*

Fragmentation of Holdings

The system of inheritance explains the existence of so
many property owners, and the high degree of fragmentation of
their holdings, The original causes, and perhaps the inspiration
for the inheritance ideal, were the communal allotments of the
mediaeval ages when Castile was r?settled. The existence of so-
many Smali landowners, each Possessing various small plots, may be
Tesponsible for the myth of equal distribution of land in Castile,
The fragmentation of holdings certainly makes it difficult
to assess the total size of each farm, This obstacle is compounded,
as'Dobby'points out (1936:178), by the fact that official statistics
indicate farms only by municipality, Thus parts of the farm within
the jurisdiction of neighbouring mmnicipalities are not stated
officially, and the total area of a farm extending over municipal
boundaries (as many do in Burgos, with such small municipalities)
is difficult to establish,
| Fragmentation of holdings in Hoyales is severe, but not as
extreme as in the nearby province of Soria, In Spain as a whole,

there was. an average of 17 separate tracts of land per farm, and in

*This suggests that a study of kinship or conflict in Castile
. would be relevant mostly within examination of inheritance, In their
studies of the Basques (whose system differs from Castilian common
law), Douglass (1971) and Greenwood (1972) have already shown the
determining influence of inheritance upon the decision to emmigrate,
and Kasdan (1965) correlates this with migrant entrepreneurshlp.
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the province of Burgos an average of 41 (Smith 1959 :146)-<but this

was in 1953 before large-scale rural emigration.* In Hoyales,
fragmentation (parcelacién) can be visualized by a glance at the
accompanying aerial photograph (Map 5), bearing in mind that the
total area of the village is only 1267 Ha, (12.67 ku2 = 3153 acres).
Though statistics show the extent of the problem, they are,

as usual in Spain, inexact, wnreliasble and unfortunately incompar-

able, The area included by each census is different, the definition

of a farm changes with each census, and no indication is given of

abandoned plots belonging to emigrants but not leased to a 'farm',
Furthermore, heirs may delay in declaring changed titles to land

(to avoid fees). And, of course, some of the land in Hoyales belongs
to farmers from neighbquring villages, just as some Hoyales farmers
own land outside the village, Iand ownership does'not coincide with
units of farming: farms are based on the nuclear family, whereas
both male and female heads of ﬁhe family are usually individual
vfroprietors each in their own right; and much land is worked under
. rent or other tenure,

The earliest figures I have for parcellation in Hoyales

date only from 1935, when 6lhO'plots were distributed among 709
owners, giving an average of under 9 plots each proprietor, and an

average area per plot of one-fifth of a hectare, The nurber of farm

units was probably less than half the nunber of proprietors, because

each farming household usually consists of several land-holding

*Virtually all 0ld World peasant-farming shows this phen-
omenon of 'fragmentation' (Louise Sweet, personal communication),
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individuals, Furthermore, several owners and f_ai'mers are resident
outside the mnicipality, And of course, some farms consist of
many more plots than others,

The first national agrarian census of 1962 counted 4679
plots in the thB Ha. covered in the census (aversge: 0,22 Ha,’ per
plot), Of these plots 4637 were under 1 Ha, in area, 42 (0,99)
were between 1 and 5 Hectares, and none were over 5 Ha, The second
agrarian census of 1972, covering 1152 Ha, of the township, gives a

total of 3280 plots (average area: 0,35 Ha,). There were now 3

plots over 5 Ha,, 102 (3,1%) between 1 and 5 Has., 306 (9,3%)
between % and 1 Ha,; and the remaining 87,5% of the plots were
under 0,5 Ha,

| The 1973 census by the Burgos Instituto Geografico y
Catastral gives figures differing considerably from those of the
national census of 1972 by the Instituto National de Estadistica,
The total area of the village was covered, and 5645 plots were
counted, belonging to about 700 préprietors. The average area of
a plot works out to 0.23 Ha, or 0,56 acres, The discrepancy may

be due to a Possibility that the very smallest plots are abandoned,

and hence not covered by the national census,
The number of plots per farm averaged 19,3 in 1962 (when

there were 242 'farms'), and 28,8 in 1972 (114 farms), or course,

many of these plots are rented by the farmers remaining in the
village from their sbsentee Owners,
Regardless of the irregular statisties, it is obvious that

the vast majority of the plots are far too small to be rationally
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worked by the modern farming methods imposed on the farmers by the
pressures of modernization and emigration, The small, dispersed
plots were adequate and even advantageous in traditional society,
Risks could be spread, against natural disasters (Smith 1959:
14k & 148), and by crop and soil diversity (Sweet 1969a:xvi).
Socially most iqportant was the ideal of equality inherent in the
fragmentation, and not only for inheritance, Parcellation has

"the_immense social advantage of making it easy for the smaller

men to be partly owner-occuplers, partly tenants, or even labourers"

(Naval Intelligence Division 19kk :199),

However, the disadvantages of the system are nowadays far
more than any possible advantages-~at least in most of the villages
of 0ld Castile, The negative effects of parcellation may perhaps
best be explained by the application of modern, capitalist factors
of production: time, labour and capital. Time was traditionally
irrelevant, labour was over-sbundant, and the only capital, aside
from livestock, was immobilized property,

Now, scarcity of labowr has forced mechanization, the
financial pressure of which requires greater production, to which
the greatest barrier is, aside from amount of land, the limitation
of time, According to many young farmers in Hoyales, the time
taken to work mechanically avsmall field is~--if they can get the
machines in to such small plots--almost the same as for a large
field; this also applies to the irrigation of fields, And of
course a waste of time and energy is involved in moving from one

field to the next (Smith 1959:149).
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The other hindrances on the increased production required
by a mechanized farmer to make his heavy investment worthwhile, are
the limited‘area available for cultivation and the difficulties of
crop improvements, Farmers can now rent fields from emigrants,
but the marginal productivity of some means that their rental is
not worthwhiie if they are also small and scattered, 'This could
explain the fact that in 1976 (according to the Secretary of the

Hoyales Farmers' Brotherhood), 98.8% of the irrigated srea was

under cultivation, whereas over 409 of the unirrigated fields are
abandoned, and this is increaéing. This area does of course include
scrvb and other marginally productive land, But, with modern
techniques, unirrigated land can be made to yield a harvest every
year, and with minimal labour costs, TIf all available land is not
being used it is because of lack of time (due mainly to other
disPe:sed holdings), and because the small size of many of the
' unirrigable fields makes fhem too time-consuming, uneconomical,
and difficult to work,

Crop improvement, pest control, ete,, are also éomplicated

for the individual farmer, with his small plots scattered among

those of others, Even vegetable production is disappearing in the
area (thgugh vegetables would be ideal crops for small farmers),

because crops are often damaged by herbicideé drifting from neigh-

bouring fields (Molinero 1977:64)., The ideal solution within the
present circumstances, some form of associative or cooperative
action by groups of farmers, is technically difficult because of so

many scattered holdings belonging to so many proprietors,
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Finally 1t is almost impossible for a farmer not to trespass
occasionally in some way upon the boundary rights of some of the
other farmers, This can obviously give rise to or perpetuate endless
bickering and ill-feelings, striié.andconflict, and protracted and
expensive resorts to the law (Smith 1959:149), In Hoyales, most

non-family feuding is probably due t6 these trespéssing problems,

If conflict has decreased in recent years, it is only because

emigration has relieved the intense bressure on the land,

Concentrétion‘éf Plots

| -The problems posed by fragmentation are more technical than
social (Drain 1971:102); or at least the easiest solutions are
technical, and consist of some method of concentration, Already in : ?
1866 the first laws of agricultural concéntration were passed, but |
with negligible effect (Tamames 1976:77). This technical, non-

structural solution to thé basic problems of minifundism was finally

made law under Franco, in 1952 ang 1962; then was integrated into

an agrarian policy, based on the French Aménagement du territoiré,

after 1964 (Tamames 1976:80),

This conservative rationalization of the existing system
had the advantage for the government that it would ensble small

farmers to buy agricultural machinery, thus stimulating industry,

and also allowing fewer farmers to produce the same as, or even L
more than, many more farmers hag before, These reforms were also
expected to meet with the approval of most farmers, conservative by

nature, in the area most supportive of the régime,
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By 1975, all the villages in the comarca except for two
had solicited the reform. Twelve had already been concentrated,
and eight (including Hoyales) were still awaiting their turn; the
remaining eight villages were in proceSs_of being concentrated
(Servicio de Extensidn Agrarias, Roa; personal communication),

Petitions from villages requesting concentration had to
be signed by a majority of proprietors, or by those possessing
ﬁhree-quarters of fhe area, The intention is to make, whenever
possible, enlarged plots §f each category of land from each of the
dispersed fields belonging to each proprietor. The only expense
for the fafmers would be: the.land lost to new works and for
enlarged paths; a 5% increase in land tax, and the actual cost of
any major wdrks, such as concrete irrigation canals (Ministério de
Agricultura 1967:79-80),

In Hoyales, the first meetings to discuss concentration
were held before 1969 (as usual, one of the last villages to seek
any reform), 1In 1971 a formal petition was signed by 116 proprietors
(including 37 women) declaring themselves to be "a majority of
proprietbrs resident in the village" (Municipal Archives), This
waé accompanied by a'confirmatﬁry statement by the mayor and the
Secretary of the Brbtherhood, who both strongly supported the
reform, No‘documentation was included--or even compiled-~to prove
that these people were indeed g majority, for the benefit of either
the central authorities or even the villagers themselves, At that
time, the total number of individuals owning land in Hoyales was

in fact 702!
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Four years later, on 30 April 1975, the deputy_provincial
delegate of the government agency for agricultural reform and
development (IRYDA) came to Hoyales to explain the system of

reform to those villagers who were interested, and to give the

official start to the process of concentration,
Suddenly, on 20 June, IRYDA head office in Madrid received

a petition that the process be abandoned, signed by T4 villagers

who claimed (again without supporting evidence) to be the owners

of three-quarters of the area to be concentrated, The counter-
concentration campaign was promoted by the family of one of the
largest landowners in Hoyales, These T4 protesters represented
(according to village authorities) only some 10% of village land,
on the basis of land tax, About thirty of the signatories paid
practically no land tax (i.e. were assessed as small proprietors),
and only twelve were in the top tax bracket of 139 biggest land-
owners, Ten of the signatories were members of the promoter's
family; fourteen were from just three other families; and forty
were female landowners, Seventeen of these persons had previously

signed the original petition reéuesting the reform,

This irregular by-passing over the heads of provincial
IRYDA officials offended themg and they were very much surprised

by this sudden demonstration of opposition, As for the village

'reformists’, within a week of hearing about the protest, they tried
to rally forces to keep concentration going, But the smell of
defeat was already in the air, as the majority of villagers were

unwilling to get involved in a community issue of agrarian reform,
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which furthermore appeared to be between feuding factions, each
of which was following traditional heavy-handed procedures,

On 25 July, there was a meeting in the townAhall, as a
result of which 70 persons signed a petition requesting the con-
tinuation of concentration, They were all owners of land in
Hoyales, but not all were residents (just as in the protesters!
petition), Thirteen of the signatories were non-farmers; two were
young farmers without land, and twenty-eight were female land-
owners, Nineteen of the signatures belonged to members of Just
two familjes (one of which was the mayor's), Again, no documenta-
tion was given to support the signatories' claims to property,

Three days later, the village aufhorities asked the pro-
moter of the protest to appear before the village council to
explain the letter to Madrid; he refused to accept the notification
(2 standara procedure when one is running foul of the authorities),
The other signatories were ordered to appear before a meeting in
the villgge hall on 2 October, Twenty-six persons turned up for
the opposition, but the meeting soon broke up with shouting, before
anybody had managed--or tried--to hear anybody else's reasons for
their respective positions, |

The offended agricultural engineer from IRYDA requested
that the objectors retract:' only one complied with his wish, In
the following six months he came to the village another half-dozen
times to try to sort out the problem and get the project moving,

He finally reéuested that all those desiring the reform get the ball

moving by giving him a formal list of their property; only
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half-a-dozen landowners bothered by then., The other villagers in
favour of concentration were Obviously not prepared to force this
conflictive issue.

The IRYDA experts had enough work to do, and moved on to
more receptive villages, Nor did they want trouble with any hot-
blooded peasant defending his traditional property, In the
neighbouring village of Fuentecén, one of the survéyqrs had been

prevented from carrying out hig work by an angry farmer with a

knife,

Hoyales will now have to wait for a merely technical, and
long overdue* reform until the men from IRYDA have finished in the
other villages of the area, The younger farmers, especially, are
disillusioned, and see thé future as bleak,

Concentration of small plots would seem to be of obvious
benefit to all the farmers in Hoyales; so why would some object so
strongly, and the majority not bother?

The majority would probably be prepared to acCept the
reform without opposition, but they are never enthusiastic about

change, MbstAare unconvinced of the benefits of reformj they have

not been educated to see their own long-term interests; and they
know there is usually some catch for the average, unwary peasant,

Furthermore, historical experience has taught them to be suspicious

of any supposedly benevolént government action,

*Some villages are already requesting a second further
stage of concentration,
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As for those actively opposed toﬁreform, their erguments
;fe vague and ill-defined, but basically illustrativevaf the
traditiénal distrust of peasants, of their lack of education, and
of their suspicion of official justice, Incorrectly, they fear
that large fields sell worse than small ones, Small owners are
‘afraid they will be done out of the little they have, Many fear
that the IRYDA officials are unrelisble and open to bribery, Most
of those whose children have all left the village are prdbably

unwilling to spend good money for the benefit of the communlty or

in the remote long-term interests of their descendants,
Those who have no logical reasons against concentration,
exceﬁt gut feelings or reactionary instinets, just invent pathetic
arguments to try to‘justify with logic their position, For many
of these, the problem of éoncentration is really ideological,
Re-allocation of land on the basis of cash Qalue, as a éommodity, >
represents a further capitalist assault on the values of traditional
peasantry, The traditinnal peasant belongs to his means of pro-
duction just as much as his particular items of property belong to

him, It would appear* that a peasant is his land, and believes his

lot has been determined by Providence, or has some other mystical
origin,

Not all objectors to concentration are really going against

their own short-term interests as they perceive these, Concentration

¥Though a thorough comprehension of peasant ideology is
difficult for someone not a traditional peasant,
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of small plots was not conceived in the ‘interests of all, It is

of almost no use at all to very small farmers; indeed some could
be allpcated new fields situated far less favourabiy than before,
For that great majority of farmers working some land held
in rent, concentration of small plots is an ambivalent reform.
Many find the more rationally sized fields much more convenient

and even raise their own rents without being forced to do so by

the owners§ they are happy to pay more for a better field which

will enable them to be more productive,

On the other hand, many tenants see slightly lower rents
as more important than higher productivity, and these have been
giving the IRYDA teams'trouble in a few other villages of the
comarca as well (Servicio.de Extensidn Agraria 1973:16). When
there are only a handful of farmers left in a village, as for

é éxampie in neighbowring Haza¥*, the tenént farmer can gain control
of the situation for the first time ever, Faced with lack of
unity among the many absentee owners, the few farmeis remaining

can choose to rent whatever lands they wish' thus each can mske

his own de facto concentratlon of the land worked by himself--and
several farmers are already beginning to do so,
That could be the future for Hoyales, Without a proper

concentration of plots, conditions of farming could remain difficult,

*One of only two villages in the comarca not to request
concentration, and the only village yet to dissolve a production
cooperative,
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1eading to yet further emigration, Thé‘few best”éble to resist
would end up in de facho control of the village land without
having to buy it, thus meking a working redistribution of the
fields for their farms, as opposed to a concentration of plots
based on ownership,

| As concentration of fragmented holdings is obviously of

greatest benefit to the largest landowvmers, an unanswerable

puzzle remains: Why would a couple of the biggest landowners in

Hoyales oppose the reform? A further example of the mis-perceived

interests of some large landowners will be noted further on with
regard to cooperatives. In this particular case, it is possible
that they envision difficulties in being able to rent overs1zed
fields to small farmers, However, the very small farms have by
now mostly disappeared, As for the objections of some medlum
farmers, they could be afraig of . the creation.of too many over-
sized fields, the rent of which might be beyond their reach, thus
forcing them out, as the small farmers were pushed out before,
Productive property (capital) is becoming concentrated in sigze

and access,

Given the circumstances, this concentration and rationali-
zation is inevitable, Maybe half the farms in the comarca are

condemned to disappear: "with barely viable farms of only 50 Has,

of unirrigated land, 600 would be sufficient to cover the whole
- area of the comarca; yet almost 2000 farms still remain" (Molinero
1977:145), Taking the ares occupied by the four latifundia

into account, the prospects are even more dismal,
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Classification of Land

Parcellation is not the only structural problem inherited
from feudal or even pre~feudal institutions., The other is the
distribution of property, not as unequal as in most other parts
of the country, yet sufficiently serious a problem as to be
resolving itself by a process which could almost be described as

survival of the biggest, According to Molinero (1978), the minimum

farm size, below which survival becomes difficult, is 12 Has, of

irrigated land or 50 Has, of wirrigated land, * Therefore, at
least half the farms iri Hoyales below 5 Has, are almost certain
to be abandoned soon, although those run by aging farmers could
survive until these retire, And of course some will continue to
be wdrked part-time by villagers, or emigrants living nearby, with
other principal occupations,

The basis of survival for a full-time farmer is of course

i
{
i
!
{
i

productive agricultural land, The use to which this can be put,
and the amount of labour theoretically required to work a given

area, can be seen on the acéox@a.nying chart (Figure VI). These

factors help determine the commodity and taxable value of land,
Basically, it can be seen that the principal difference in land
values is between irrigable and non-irrigable land, In this

district, where rainfall is neither abundant (average 450 mm, per

year), nor regular (mostly in autumn and spring), nor reliable

*Molinero (1977:73) estimates 1 Ha, of irrigated land to
be generally equivalent to 4 Has, of unirrigated land,
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LAND
Irrigated Cultivated:
Class 1: 9h‘days;1 9700 ptas; 71 Has.3
Class 2: 85 days; 8500 ptas; L3 Has.
Class 3: 70 days; 6100 ptas; 110 Has.
Claés h: 5o déys;v 4600 ptas; 1164 Has.
Class 5:‘ L3 days; 2&00 ptas; 77 Has.
Non-irrigable Cultivated:
| Class 1: 1k days; 1800- ptas; L2 Has.
Class 2: 8 days; 1200 ptas; 5l Has.
Class 3: lidays; 500 ptas; 193 Has.
Class I i days; 200 ptas; L2 Has,
Fruit Orchards: 26 days; 1500 ptas; 2 Has,
Vineyards: 31 days; 1400 ptas; 183 Has.,
Unirrigated Meadow: 16 days; 1700 ptas; L6 Has,
Irrigated Woods: I days; 1700 ptas; U6 Has.
Productive Pine-groves: 3 days; 900 ptas; 2L Has,
Scrub: | 14days; 80 ptas; 119 Has,
Unirrigated Pasture: 1 day ; 60 ptas; 131 Has,
Non-productive: 0 H 0 3 1 Ha.

Theoretical days of labour per hectare per year,

2 Pesetas: taxable rate.

3 Total area in hectares of this type of 1land.

(Source: Catastro de Rustica, 1976)
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(my first year of field work saw a disastrous drought for all

villages without.irrigation), the security afforded by irrigation
is invaluable,

The quality of the soil also affects the value of the land,
The higher, unirrigable areas of the comarca are Miocene; the
irrigable vegas (river plains) are aluvial (Lépez 1963 :map 2),

Though the dry lands of Hoyales are of ordinary quality, the Riaza

plain (of which the lion's share belongs to Hoyales) has the best

quality soil in the comarca, ?his is reflected in the selling
price of the land: 250,000 to 300,000 pesetas per Hectare, com-
pared to fields in the vega of the Duero, which cost between
150,000 and 250,000 pesetas per Hectare (SEA 1973:14-15), These
lower quality irrigated fields are now worth more than any unirri-
gable fields, not merely because of the security, but also because
their produce has the.highest value, This has only recently been
the case, When wine was the most marketable produce, only class 1
of irrigated iand was valued higher than the equivalent area of

vineyard (according to the 1850 Amillaramiento),

Furthermore, the villagers have additional criteria of

their own for valuing land. Proximity to the village is trad-
itionally considered important; the size and shape of a field

(unless grotesquely mis-shapen or small) are less important,

With automation, these concepts are obviously in the process of
change, However, they illustrate the difficulties faced in the
concentration process by the valuation surveyors,

With emigration and mechanization, the actual meaning of
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the distribution of land is also in.the process of changing,
Since the disamortization and untll only twentyufive years ago,
almost all the landowners were res1dent in the village, and in
charge of the ferming of their own land, As a resﬁlt, traditional
figures giving the distribution of land would simultaneously
indicate the size of farms, Almost no land was held in rent, and
even large-scale share-cropping was'only a recent phénomenon in

Hoyales,

- Nowadays, it becomes necessary to describe and examine two

dlfferent c1ass1ficat10ns of land dlstrlbut10n° actual ownership
by tltle, and units of production,* There are furthermore two
different ways of counting distribution of land: by area, or by
value of the land, "Almost all writers use the area of land held
as the basis for an analysis of distribution, However, this would
not seem to make much sense, when the district to be described
inéludes irrigable land, As mentioned above, Molinero equates

1 Ha, of irrigated land with k of dry. Production is almost
always double for irrigated land, And, with the exception of

labour-intensive vineyards, irrigated fields require from two to

ten--or even twenty--times more manpower hours per hectare than
unirrigated fields, even for the same crops (Molinero 1977:97),

Even the standard definition of latifundio as being a farm with

more than 250 Has. (Tamames 1976:62) fails to take the quality of

land into consideration,

*Though T am not aware of other researchers in Spain using
this distinction,
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‘Minstry of Finance land-valuations for taxation purposes
may be far from ideal, but would seem to be more realistic than
an wqualified description by area of property possessed., Unfor-
tunately, valuations for land-tex are only compiled by actual
ownership, not by units of production, nor even by household.
And, as usuallwith Spanish statistics, it is difficult to make

comparisons between the figures for one year and another,

Land Ownership

Figure VII shows the distribution of land by ownership,
according to taxable ialue, for the years 1962 and 1976, The
total number of proprietors was 887 in 1962 and 842 in 1976,
Some proprietors would appear to have sold their land, but funda;
mentally'theré is little change here. The obvious differences
are in the increased valuations and tax exemptions for 1976,
The 1962 average valuation of 541 pesetas was taxable; the exemption
only applied to the 55.8% of landowners rated below 200 pesetas,
(State and municipal property valued at 3435 pesetas such as paths, .
trails, etc., are also tax exempt,) In 1976, the average holding
of 1.,k Ha,, vaiued at 3039 pesetas, falls within an.extended tax-
exempt bracket, covering 81.47% of the proprietors. The actual
tax payable on their holding of 1457 pesetas was probably considered

not worth the effort of collecting, *

*It must be remembered that the distribution of land in
Hoyales is far more equitable than in most parts of the country
where the poor are virtuvally landless,
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The 1976 total taxable rate for Hoyales was 2 559 098
pesetas, on which the actua.l land-tax paid was 156,030 pesetas

(over $2500)., This was paid entirely by the 156 proprietors

(18.53% of total) whose individval holdings were valued over 5000

pesetas. This group possesses over 60% of the total value, or
54,64 of the total area of 1193 Has., included in the census.
The group of 55 biggest proprietors, which includes the munici-

pality with its few rémining lands, is 6.5% of all the owners

and possesses more than a third of the land value in the village,
| The nine biggest landowners (slightly over 1% of the total) have
over 10% of the land, And the largest single proprietor (0,124
of all) owns 2.2% of the total value of land. However, the fact
that hiis share of the land-tax paid in 1976 was only 5640 pesetas.
($90) indicates that he isg far from being a latifundista,

In fact, Hoyales has not had a latifundista since the end
of feudal relations, The highest concentration of property since
then was during the first third of the 20th century, when a little
over 10% of the extension of the township was controlled by only

two farmers, each by bappy coincidence an only son of well-to-do

peasants and, further, well married, As both had many children,
this concentration of preoperty was soon broken up by inheritance,

However, on a national scale, even these two big local

landowners would have been classed as merely medivm-sized peasants,
and Hoyales now has only smaller than average farmers, Compared
with the national situation, Hoyales does, while not supporting

the myth of Castilian equality, indicate a lack of\excessive
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concentration of property. Indeed, the share of the biggest
landowners even decreased between 1962 ang 1976, as did that of
: the'middle group of landowners, all to the advantage of the large

group of smaller proprietors,

Units of Production

Most of this minor change is‘probably due to emigration

and the splitting up of property upon inheritance, waever, the

real significance of the little change in distribution of property

can be understood by an examination of the distribution of the
mumnicipel area according to the size of farming units (Figure VIII).
If this is compared with the ownership chart for the same year, 1962,
CFigure VII) it is obvious that land ownership ang farming units
bear little relationship to each other nowadays,

The Secretary of the Hoyales Farmers' Brotherhood confifms
that the major change in recent years has been, not in property,
but in tenancy, A high pr0portiqn'of the land farmed by each
unit of production ig rented, continually more so. Good agricul-

tural land is Very expensive to buy, which is étrange, as there

should logically'be a buyeré market since emigration became so
high, In 1973, as mentioned above, one hectare of good lrrigable
land sold for over 250,000 pesetas, At the same time, the local

Ministry of Agriculture agency calculated the average annual

earnings of a medium farmer working 9 Has. of irrigated land
(equivalent to the average holding in the comarca) to be 290,000

pesetas (under $5000) (S.E.A. 1973:20).
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FIGURE VIII
HOYAIES: DISTRIBUTTON OF TLAND

ACCORDING TO SIZE OF FARMING UNITS, 1962

(Source: I,N.E.‘1963;9:2)
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The result is an enormous increase in the proportion of
rented laﬁd, while the'area of their own land worked by farmers
has remained statioxiary. ' In 1962, 60% of village land belonged
to farming units, with 4.3% being rented land (the remainder was

worked under sharecropping arrangements, which have now mostly
disappeared). In 1972, 59% of land belonged to the farming units,
and 30% was rented (I.N.E, 1963 & 1973). The proportion of
rented land keeps on increasing,

Mbanwhile, the very small farmers, those working less than

the average area of a farm in 1962 of k.4 Has., are either emigrating
or renting the fields of others who leave, The total number of
farms decreased from 238 in 1962 to 110 in 1972, with a corres-
ronding increase in the average size of a farming unit to 10.5

Has. As can be seen from Figure IX, the decrease in the number

of units of production has been almost total for those consisting

of less than 1 Ha, The nunber of what were tréditionally medium-
sized farms has decreased slightly, And there hasg been an increase
in the nusber of farms working more than 10 Has, Basically, most

of the farms remaining have increased their size,

Origins of the Present Distribution of ILand

The preferred solution traditionally seen by farmers for

improving their conditions of existence, is an increase in the

size of the farm, Since the disamortization, when changes in
access to the means of production became possible, the major

obstacle to individual growth has been insufficient capital,




- 207 -

FIGURE IX. HOYALES: FARMING UNITS CLASSIFIED BY SIZE

Area of Unit 1962 1972
Without land % | l N

ocl - OQS Hao 29 : . 2

O.S '_ O.9 Ha. ) 3[’_ -

1 - 1.9 Has. 37 9

2 - 2.9 Has. : 21 9

3 - 3.9 Has, 16 9

4 - L.9 Has, T 16

30 - h9.9 Has. - 2

50 - 69,9 Has, - 1 s
Totals: 22 farms 11y farms
Average Area of Unit: h.l, Has. 10.47 Has.

#* The } farmers "without lang" are shepherds

¥¥%* Rounding off for sﬁatistical purposes?

(Source: Instituto Nacional de Estad{stica, 1963 & 1973)
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A generation 8go, most small farmers did not have enough capital
even to rent land--if the owners had been willing to let it,
They were forced to share-crop, Now they have insufficient

capital to purchase land, and are forced to rent it, As always,

the problems are capital and insufficient credit, much commented
on by writers on Spanish agriculture (Dobby 1936:187; Naval Intel-
ligence Division 1944 :260; Brenan 1950a; de Zulueta 1966:80;
Drain 1971:102),
During the disentailment, when the land market was initially

opened up, land was abundant and prices low, Yet most peasants
unfortunately lacked access to the means of capital accumlation
necessary for getting into the market. The lots were auctioned
in sizes far too large for most individual‘peasants. They were
obliged to purchase fields in more amenable sizes, second-hand
from the original urban speculative purchasers,

Because of the popular attitude towards the sale of communal
and ecclesiastical lands, some of the buyers and the prices they
praid are not known, 'Of those recorded, three were urban residents

(Burgos or Madrid), who purchased 30.5% by value of the property

80old. Six of the known buyers were from other villages in the
district; they obtained 36.5% of the total value, Several of them

then settled in Hoyales, for it is usval to fix residence in the

village where one has most material interests.,* The remaining

*It is a source of community pride in Hoyales that most
outsiders with property in Hoyales have eventually settled in the
village, indicating that property in Hoyales is 'better' than
elsewhere,
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third of the value of the property sold for which we have records,
was bought by four of the rich peasants of Hoyales, Most of the
productive 'urban' property (buildings, wine-presses, etc,) was

obtained by residents of the village,

In Hoyales, there is no evidence that any of the villagers
Jjoined force'svto bid for the property being auctioned. In two

other villages of the comarce, all the inhabitants joined forces

to buy their own communal land. As only individuals were permitted

to buy the disentailed property, these villages needed agents to

bid for them, and one of the villages was unfortunate enough to
be swindled by its agent (Molinero 1978). In the comarca of Roa
today, of the sév}enteen villages studied by Molinero (1977), only
ten still possess any common land, In Hoyales, the municipality
still own 15.66 Has, of farming land and three houses in the
village., These are leased reriodically on shbrt-term contracts
to the highest bidder: "The village communes have at all times
appeareéd as landlords, leasing the lands ... to meet their own
administrative expenses" (Naval Intelligence Division 19kl :202),

In the Roa comarca, the disentailment did not really

produce any dramatic changes in the distribution of private
property (Molinero 1977 :36). A glance at Figure I (Chapter VII)

shows that three new latifundia were created. There has been a

decrease in the proportion of land belonging to medium and large
peasants (possibly the long-term effect of divisive inheritance),
And due to the availability of new private land, there was a large

long-term increase in the total number of proprietors--mostly
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small peasants, Basically though, the unequai distribution of

property has remained, or eventually polarized further,

Hoyales in Perspective

The distribution of property in the comarca of Roa is
very even, compared with the province of Burgos as a whole: 1% of
the farmers work 35.3% of the land (I.N.E. 1974 :B:9:25), And
Burgos compares favoin-ably with Spain as a whole: nationall_y,
1.2% of farmers own 484 of the land; the 3.4% of medium farmers

have 18,1%; and the remaining 33.9% of the land belongs to 93.64

of the farﬁers (Tamames 1976:98). |

The distribution of property in Hoyales, which we know to
be very un;just, is more equitable than in the comarca as a whole,
And compared with national land distribution, the situation in
Hoyales is just 'beautifui. As a microcosm, Hoyales even haé a
large group of medium farmers, It is perhaps no wonder that
resistance to structural change is a little stronger here than
in many other villages,

Rega_rdless of this resistance to structural change in

Hoyales, something somewhere has to give., Production costs are
continually higher relative to produce prices (c.f, Hermet 1973:
129), Mechanization today is just about obligatory (indeed almost

all farmers now have a tractor), yet many of the farms are too

small for machinery to be really viable, For most of the latter,
production cooperatives offer perhaps the only solution for

survival, yet the notion is not even considered, It seems that
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"the relations of production are of greater importance to the
Spaniard than the materials" (Aceves 1974:47).

Due to rural depopulation, the farmers remaining have more
social mobility, and access to the means of production is more |
open and equitable than ever before, Ironi;ally however, control
of land is no longer important, With production for the market,
control of the market is becoming control of thevmeans of produc-

tion, The individualist commercial farmer is completely at the

mercy of a remote, anonymous power. His independence as a free-

agent farmer is an illusion, and a very frustrating 6ne at that,
The iogical formation of producer-marketing cooperatives is
obstructed by the legacy of the historical conditions of the

peasantry,
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CHAPTER XII
CORCLUSION

"Development brings freedom if people free themselves,
and the development of the eople can only be done by
the people” (Julius Nyerere§

In this thesis I have attempted to explain, within the
dominating context of the nation-state and its history, the |
development and eventual crisis of minifundist agriculture,
typified by the example of a medium-sized, mixed-farming village
in 014 Castile, whose inhabitants are conditioned in their
culturé by their historical experience and material conditions
of existence,

In common with all other ethnographic studies of conmun-
ities in complex societies, the present study has very many gaps
and drawbacks., One limitation may be in its obligatory compar-
ability: this report cannot stand on its own. To complete the
cultural picture it is necessary to refer to—the excellent
descriptive ethnographies of other villages in the Peninsula,
and of Castilian villages in particular, In the same way, of
course, this report, with its different approach, is itself a

further modest contribution to Spanish ethnology.,

All anthropological research in Spanish communities hasg
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been carried out during the present cerisis period of modernization,
and every study hasg in Some way been concerned about the effects
of the process. The present problems and future prospects of

rural Spain are largely determined by the essence of the process

of modernization,
"Modernization refers to the process by which an under-

developed region changes in response to inputs from already

established industrial centers" (Schneider, Schneider & Hansen

1972:340), "The dependence of the region in question" is strength-

ened, "without a radical reordering of either society"” (343).
A major consequence of this is that the countryside has suffered
both emigration and mechanization without fundamental change in
the pre-industrial structure, This is the basic problem in minj.-
fundist agriculture, '

"Political alienation" (Pérez-Diaz 1976:137) is the
deficiency in self-organization of rurél communities, divided
into familistic units, Since the vestiges of communal organization
were dealt the death blow by the enclosures of & century ago,

villages have been forced to rely upon the state for organization

and aid, Even the recent politicization, resulting in the novelty
of municipal elections and farmers? unions, is, for rural commun-

ities, an effect of democracy from above, that is, from the urban

metropolis and its interest groups,
The structural conservatism of the Spanish state is a
cause, as much as an effect, of the nation's dependence on foreign

developed countries, The weakness and lack of independence of
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Spanish bourgeois entrepreneurs indicate the hollowness and
instability of Spanish capitalism and industry, Pitt-Rivers
speculates that the destiny of many urbanized countrymen is to be
"thrown back into the country like mutilated frogs into the pond"
(1976:ix). The solution of reduced emigration by rural structural
change is of course unlikely, given the reality of dependency,

Modernization has also changed the method of appropriation
or disposal of the surplus produce of the countryside, Formerly,
feudal dues took care of most or all of the surplus, after con-
sumption by the producers, The entire production is now destined
for sale to the dominant metropolis., As almost everything consumed
bas to be purchased from outside the rural community, which is no
longer at allvindepehdent, it would seem as if 'surplus' has now
become the entire production, The villager is now dependent on
the city for clothes, food, fuel anad building materials; agricul-
tural machinery, seed, and fertilizer; education of the children,
and communications.

The costs of modernization fall overwhelmingly on the
savings and téxes.of the rural population; but little of this
capital is ever reinvested for the benefit énd development of
agricﬁlture. Most of the profits of farmers g0 to pay for all the
services received from the city, and éo emigrant villagers for
land rental, Cémmnnity taxes and special contributions are
spent almost eﬁtirely on the support of urban professionals
residenf in the village., And the best educated youths rarely

return, to meke a éontribution to agriculture, One basic fact of
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a farmer's existence hag not really changed much throughout
history: the rural surplus has always gone to the dominant
urban society,

Modernization at the national level is leading to the
development of capitalist relations of production at the village
level, The contradictions between thege and traditional peasant
relations are too strong. Profound structural change must event-

vally come to Hoyales,
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