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Johann Níkolaus Becker is a little-knordn German writer

whose period of literary product,íon encompassed the last

decade of the 18th century, and whose genre of choíce to e:{-

press his opinions on the spread of the I'rench Revolution ín

Germany was the travel report- Becker, like many other au-

thors at this tíme, wrote travel reports as a way of bring-

ing attentíon primarily to social and politíeal conditions

in his Ðv¡rl eÐuntry and abroad- f--lne Eanr from the point of

view nf its popularitS¡ and importance in the latter half of

the t8th century, ínfer tha.t this literary genre had

aehieved a high level of development-

The genre of travel literature has a rich and long hís-

tory- It has, however, not received the degree of scholarly

consideration that it has warranted- Rather, it has ilften

been considered as a "lower" form of l-iterature not deserv-

íng the same kind of attention as other forms of prose- fn-

stead, the role of "Gebrauchsliteratur" has frequently been

ascribed to it and íts uee has been primarily as a. Bource

for historical, Ee..:1:r.erphical, or social researeh-

The last thirty years, however, have seen an increage

in the amount af seriou.s study accorded thís genre, and

Abstr-act
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scholars and academícs are coming to víes¡ ít not only as a.

sorlrce of important knowledge relevant to other subject

area.s, but also a.s an entertaining and valuable form of

literature in íts own right,-

This thesis will seek to examine the development of

German travel literature and Becker-s own contribut,ions to
!l^- T- !l-- -4l---r 1--'lf --C!--- !1-- .l.-!---l---!f-- !L-r,rrE Ë,crrl.'c - Irl r.rrrË -l- 'rj r,, Itd.II , d-t rJËL' r.rlle J_rt r-r.f.'uLtL¿u r. IuIl r,tlg

theoretical considerations in termg of an appr-aísal- of the

current status of research in the area of t,ravel literature

and problems of definition will be addreesed- This i'rill be

foll-owed by a hist,ory of the genre with special emphasís

given to its evolution during the ímportant years of the

latter part of the l8th century-

The second half wílI serve to íntrnduce and discuss the

relatively obscure Becker and his travel reports,

particularly as they reflect his or,¡n developing idea.s on the

spread of the ideals of the French Rer¡olution and on the

practices obeerved in his own country- It is hoped that the

reader of this thesis -u¡ill gain Eonre insight into Becker and

his place in the conte¡<t of German travel l-iterature in the

l8th century-
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"Wandern gibt mehr Verstand als hinterm ùfen eitzen- "

PARAÖELËUS

In our time the word travel does not evoke the Eame

connotations it did ín the nea.r or dist,ant past- Today, when

man and his machines are t,ravellingl to ever farther reaches

of outer B¡:ace, r*hen a trane-Atlantic flight takeg only a.

few hours, and when we can drive in relative comfort to the

most dístant and isolated areas of our landmass in amtomo-

biles equipped with on-board computers, \re tend to forget

how arduolls or primitive the activíty of travel can be- The

fact is, however, that even as recent,ly as two hundred years

aÉo, travel whether over great distances to different conti-

nents or just withín one"s ob/n country, was at times a tax-

ing and dangerous undertaking- No wonder t,hat throughout

history travel was a mark of achievement whích inspíred in

more sedentary people ari admiration and respect for those

who actually had been to places that for others could- ex-ist

only in their ímaginat'ion- It is not =u-rpri=ing, therefor-e,

Preface
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tha-t many r¡¡þs undertook great journeys for business, for
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pleasureo for religíous Furposes, or for any other reason,

recorded and published their experiences in order to ent,er--

t,ain and enlíghten all those who remained at home but had

access to the literature of the day- Travelling has always

been an important factor in the human experience and has

been the subject of líterature since written communication

first evolved- The cornbinat,ion of the two elements of trawcl

and literature also forms the subject of this thesis-

Although f have always had a great personal interest in

travel, I owe my interest ín its relatíonship to literature

to my thesis advieor Dr- ülaus Lappe- His aeeistance and

guidance have certainly been invaluable to me, not only for

the thesis itself o but, also for my entire cou.rse of strrdies

at the Uníversity of Manitoba-

I wish to thank also my other profeseors at t,he Uní-

versity of Manítoba, Dr- R-J- Glenndinning, ttr- liictor ti-

Doerksen, and Dr- G- Beckers who have all in their or.çn ein-

gular way contributed to my understanding and appreciation

of German language and 1íterature-

Greatly deserving of praise and t,hanks are my parents

¡çho have put up with rne during my academíc pi-r.rsuits all

these yea.rs and to whom I owe t,he opportr-:-nity f have had to

study German; their teaching nurtured in me an appreciation

foz' my heritage language-

Lastly I wísh to acknowledge other members of my tamíly

as '"rell as and my cloee fr'ì en.ls troth in Canada and #erman¡¡
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events which took place in continental Europe in the lat,ter

half of the eighteenth and the early part of the nineteent,h

centuries may at present seem to be greatly overshadowed by

the frantic and wondrous trra.tre of change in our own time, its

legacy continues to pervade and indeed dictate our way of

thinking and our way of life to a profound degree- fn fact,

it is no eliaggera.tion to suggeet that t,he ideas sown and

nurtured in t,he turbulent years of the French Revolution

have led somewhat paradoxicallyu ín part to both the cre-

ation and díssolution of the political configuratíons of our

modern age in Eastern Europe íncl-uding the former Soviet

Union- The development and corlsequences of these great

events (bot,h ol-d and new) contimre to spur the scholars of

our day to ongoing analysis of their origins, development,

and- historical e-<preesion-

It is also of eígnificant ínter-est to examine the

spread of great new ideas and to determine how t,hey gaíned a

fírm and laetíng foothold a.mcingi thË general population- To-

dayu the conveyance and transmiseion of ideas and newg tr:

^ 
f !L 

--- -,1- !L 
- 

L I 
-! ----, -- I.Érr r,rLu LrBrr Lrru rtl_tt r.,rJI.y d.rllt

1- Introduction

ihe politíca1 sígnífíca.rrce af
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the general public is oft,en taken for granted- Through the

ma.ss media our cravings to receive and tranemít news and in-

formation are gratified almost instantly- F'urthermore, the

rights tha.t, we take for grant,ed which rest to a large ext,ent

upon the notion of a free ¡lresa make it possible for us to

receíve ínformation easily and freely- How different this

all is from -,,he days of the French Revolution! FIow rarely in

this day and age a.re we moved to refl-ect, that, two centuries

ago the dissemination of ideas and news was so much differ-

ent than it ís now- Two hundred years ago Europeans knew

much less about what went Ðn in neíghbouring countríes and

how events elsewhere could affect t,hem; nor was their in-

formation always aecu-rate or up to date- In those days of

horse-drawn carriages news - trr-e to t,he idiom - still trav-

elled fast, but not nearly ae fast as via the airrçaves that

are at our disposal tr:day- At t,hat t,ime the print,ed word and

not graphíc film foot,age was king; priirt was the main medir-rm

by which news, ideas, and informat,ion were transmitted- But

everr when t,he ner.¡s r/va-s "en route" many negatíve forces hin-

dered its reception and further transmissíon- One of these

forces which immedíately spring to mind is, of course, lim-

ited literacy- It is a fact, that only a small percentage of

the population could read at that time- A second force r*as

censorship- The notion of t,he freedom of the press had not

yet been universally accepted, indeed had hardly even been

envisioned- The tieht reins of censor=hip often managed- to



prevent, at least in part

news and ídeas-

But the compou-nd pressure created by those people whose

desire for news had to be satísfied, and by those who were

eager and able to share their own e:r¡>eriences and viewpoints

on their world led to a boom of travel- l-iterature in the

1700s, particularly in Germany- Manifest ín the form of di-

aríes, exchanges of letters? narrative prose¡ or erren no-

vefs, this kind of writing gained immense popularíty during

the fatt.er part of the "Age of Enlightenment" - People wanted

to know what it was l-ike and what was happening el-sewhere on

their globe- "Elsewhere" at thís time could mean an¡rwhere-

With clverseas exploration still being very important at this

time, people wanted to know what the strange new lands being

discovered, settled, and exploited were l-ike- Such curiosíty

led directly to the great success and popularity of such

works as Georg Forster"s Reise um díe Welt, a widely read

and ímportant account of Cook"s seeond South Seas \royaÉe¡

and the con-t inued guccess of earlíer al-beit, f ictì onal works

such as Daniel Defoe"g Robinson Crusoe-

But, people also wanted to know ruhat was happening clo-

ser to home; therefore? it was no surprise that in a new

climate of social change in the lat,e l8th century many

travellers, par-uicularly German ones (as their country was

destined to be profou.ndly affected), ât the first eign of

polit'ical upheaval in l-789 made their destinatíon Fari=,

and for a while, the spread _f
L)I
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centre-stage of the French Revolutíon- Clnce there, the

travellers reeorded their experiences and their own thoughts

on the event and its possible ramifícatíons for an eager,

inquísítive, and nervous publíc in Germany-

So it wa.sz that not only specifically "wríterg", but

also scíentists, intellectuals, businessmen, and civíI ser-

vants ïú-ere increasi-ngly mol-e a¡>t -t,o record details ancl ob-

servatíons of their travels with a critical and díscerníng

eye for t,he benefit of contemporaries and posterity- Germany

and the Germans were well-represented here- And a.moriEl these

new writ,ers of travel literature were marry leeser-known or

"minor" authors who admittedly produeed no works of great

1íterary significance- Ëome af these authors puhlíehed only

little and gained a certain amount of attentíon or notorie-

ty- Some eventually even found for themselves a niche ín the

popular and critíeal canons of travel l-iterature- Still

others published and then, for whatever reason, quietly

faded into obscurity, their wrítings doomed to rest in

du.sty, dark, and dank archives- ïn some cases¡ oñ t,he basis

of their meríts this was appropriate; in other cases

unfortunate -

Johann Nikol-aus Becker was one author whose writings

have been buríed in oblivion for many years and to my mind,

undeservsSly so- Becker \úas one of the ma'ny literary \,v-ay-

farers of German extraction ç'¡ho, in the wake of the French

Revolution¡ travelled primarily in hie o$rn country, but alsa
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to other areas (how far his travels took him we do not know

for sure), and ag he travelled, he recorded hie impreseions

and ideas about the places he visited and the people he ca.me

in contact urith from hig own uníqrre "enlightened" and re-

form-minded viewpoint -

One can only hypothesize rvhy Becker faded from the

l-imelight- Perhaps he was not controversial eÌ-iough- Ferhaps

not enough people fel-t, that he was a good writer - although

my task here is to do him just,ice or very possibly hís

works suffered the fate of being l-ost amongst the many other

published works of a similar political nature in círculation

at the time- Whatever the reasons, however, the lack of

attent,ion accorded to his works seems to me at leasi, to have

been unjust-

The objective of this thesis is to give an overview of

both the l-iterary works of Johann Nikolaus Becker as well as

of the man himself in the context of the rising importance

of travel literature in Europe, particularly in the l8th

century- I i"-ish to present Eecker and what is known of his

life in the context of his own contributions to the trans-

mission of ideas and thoughts in those heady yet uncertain

days two hundred years aga- In the coLlrse of se doíng, I

have also deemed it necessary to provide some 'background on

the political and historical- sit,uation of Becker"s time and

place, and to provide an outline of the Eìerire of travel lit-

erature itself- A sr-rÍrma.ry of the state of scholarly research
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in the genre will also be íncluded- As a conseqr-lence, it is

hoped that Becker's achievements will thereby be compared-

rvith those of his better known contemporaries and with t,he

judgments Fronou.nced by history and t,he literary critics-

Not by way of excuse, but, for reasons of explanatíon,

one must also bear in mind that ín dealing with a figure

----1^ 11--1---- -J3!-- ì--- ìlr!1- r- l- !----- -!-lJLlLiIl d-u -ÐEL'.t5.Ul.'r (Jlle UI Uttll llcl.lJ II LJ tJJ-u lJu ÈlLJ LJII III t cI'IlIÈt Ul-

both primary and secondary literary sources- Only very re-

cently have some of hís works, which \úere published anony-

mously or under pseudonyme, been posítirrely attributed to

hi¡n- To my knowledge, only one scholar, llolfgang Griep, has

had anything more than a cursory comment to make about

Becker- Thís being the case, I hope that I will- indeed be

able to eonve]' a well-rounded if not entirely complete pic-

ture of the man and his place in history and provide an en-

lightened and int,elligent response to his literature- While

he may not be ín the same elit,e clasg aa Goethe and

Schill-er, Becker nonetheless deserves to be "rehabilitated"

on the merits of some entertaining, witty, frank, and en-

joyable literature which further enhances and augments our

own understanding of eighteenth century Germany and, ín

small part at least, ou.r own fast-paced ç¡orld-



2- The Genre of Travel Literature

As suggested in the foregoing introduction, in order to

come to some sort of understandíng of Becker and hís works,

ít is clear that ae wit,h similar treatmente of other authors

and t,heir literatureu the historícal and intellectual age in

which Becker lived must be the subject of some careful scru-

tiny- ïn order to derive signifícance for ou.r oiún under-

standing? one needs to consider as well the questions and

problems, history and development, of a genre of literature

which, according t,o numerous literary criticsu has suffered

from a lack of serious academic scholarship- The historical-

and intellectu-al context in which Becker wrote will be dís-

cussed later; the l-iterature of travel, irilI be discussed

first -

As in the discussion of any genre of literature, di-

verse theories and ideas always emerge- The sítuation with

respect, to traveL literature is no dífferent, but, io¡hile it

represen.ts perhaps one of the ol-dest of genres, it has been

substantially neglected according to several leading schol--

arse a circumstance which is particularly unfortunate in re-

2-L- General Comments

l-3
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lation to its obvious ímportance- It is only recently tha.t

it has received any substantíal amount of crítical- schol-ar-

ship and apprecíation-

Travel- literature, because it, has tended to be cast in

an image of "lower" or popular literature literature of

reduced merit or justifícat,ion, in German sometimee called

"Zweckliteratur" or "Gebrauchslit,eratur" - has suffered ín

the past, at the hands of literary crit,ics - Some readers and

literary critics aee "respectable" travel- literature only in

the highly perfect,ed art form, the ideal exarnple of which is

considered by many to be Goethe's Ttalienische Reise- At the

other extreme is the popular notion that, at its best, travel

literature ís mer.ely a good guide or handbook símilar to the

Míchelin Guide or the Let's Go series- In between, however,

fall a great many other forms of travel literature which

contain the basic element of travel and the descriptions of

fnreígn as wel-l- as local areas of interest- Some of these

defy easy categorization- Examples one can offer are "Reise-

bericht", "ReisebeschreibuÐ€", "Reiseskizze" ; i-e-, works

which generally have as their primary goal an objective de-

scription coupled with a certain subject,ive bias- To these

forms can be added the fictional "Reiseroman" in which the

element of travel- ca.n sometimes form merely a'n occasíonal

motif -

Ït is smal-l- w-onder that attempts to establ-ish warkable

and appropriate parameters for literat,ure of this sort can
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be a dauntíng task- When to the problem= of establíshing a

símp1e definition are added more esoteric or theoretical-

considerations such as subject/object relat,ionships, the ac-

curacy of descriptions, the question of the impossibility of

est,ablishing absolute "tru.th" ín travel descriptions, and

the fact that this kind of literature requires of the reader

at times knowledge of diverse areas which may ínclude geog-

raphy, history, anthropofogy, biology, po1ítics, and econo-

mice, the job of definíng and categorizing the literature of

travel becomes even more complex-

One popular approach has been to define the fiterature

of travel according an elementary fíctíon/non-fiction di-

chotomy- Under the heading of fíction falI some works euch

as Daniel Defoe"s Robinson trusoe as well as the popular

"Münchhausen" stories- Under non-fiction on the one hand

would be incl-uded the already mentioned travef guidehooks

and similar pedestrian works; on the other hand (and herein

lies the problem) something with more literary refinement

such as F"orster-s Reise um die ï;Jelt woufd fal-l ínto the same

basic category-

Another problem of such an over-simplified dichotomy is

how to deal with an account of a real voyage or journey

v¡hich is spiced up vri t,h anecdotes and embellíehments which

are purely fíct,ional- Even more subtle is the problem ç¡hich

arises i¡¡hen the writer's objectivit,y in making assessments

of events and expressingf observatians mr-rs'c be questioned-
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My purpose in drawing attention to the above consider-

ations isu of course, not to rnake the whol-e problem seern

bigger than it really needs to be, but simply to point out

that establishing parameters for travel literature is a dif-

ficult task and that it will be necessary in this ihesis t,o

eome to some kind of understanding about the genre and in so

doing create some kind of critieal framework within which we

can best examine and evaluate Becker"s life, tímes, and

works -

llopefully the foregoingî comments have served to intro-

duce the most frequently occurring poínts of contention

raised byscholars and literary critics in dealing wit,h trav-

el literature- fn the following ¡>ages I will present an

overview of some of the major trends of gcholarship in the

area of travel literature as well as a brief history of the

genre- ï will narrow the emphasis to the last quarter of the

eighteenth century, the time during which Becker was active-



2 -?. - Current Statr:.s of Research

ff one is looking ín the volumeg of critical research

for a precise and encompassing definition of what the lit-

erature of travel- ís, one is bound to be disappointed-

Little agreement exists amongl scholars who have occupied

themselves wit,h the genre- A cursory glance at some of the

many literary encyelopedias will substantiate this claim-

The first indicatíon we have of this lack of critical agree-

ment is that if one is laoking for information on travel

literature one must expect to find ít under a number of dif-

ferent headings- Some writerg place anything even remotely

assoeíated wíth a connection between l-iterature and travel

under such general headings as "Reiseliteratur" Dr "Reise-

beschreíbung¡"- Among thege, however, are also some authnrs

who are carefu-l to point out that a difference exists be-

tween f ictional and non-f ictional- travel liter-ature - One

author makeg the di st,ínction between "Reiseführer" and

"Reisewerke" (Kirchner) - Another between "Reiseberícht" and

"Reiseroman" (Metøler Literatur Le:iikon) - Still others have

yet a different approach- Horst and Ingrid Daemmrich in

ÕÕrnf___t,ï___t__¿-¿_ L_ fieïerence wor$.g

L7
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their work on themes and motífs in literature (the títle

already revealing much about their ideas concerning the

relationship between l-iterature and travel) include theír

consíderation of travel literature under a. heading called

"Fahrt" - Some even refuse to consider arry Tton-fictional

travel- accounts as genuine literature- The only headíng re-

lat,ing t,o travel- l-iterature in at least one reference work

is "Reiseroman" (Rehrn) -

The specífic definitions offered up in these reference

works are as inconsistent as the headings under which they

are found- In Träger"s Wört,erbuch der Literaturwissenschaft,

under the headíng of "Reiseliteratur" it is stated that,

"Reíseliteratur" is a very wide-rangirrg term under which can

appear l-íterature relating to science, general- knowledge,

entertainment, and art- ïn short, ít would seem that Träger

would include most things which could be encountered while

travelling- He goes ofl¡ however, to argue that some works

should be excl-uded from the canon of travel líterature for

what, he deems to be their purely fictíonaf nature and. in

which "zumeist Funktion, Wirkungsabsicht u.sw- den Reisege-

danken so 'integrieren: daß ganz andere Momente ale bestim-

rnend erscheinerr" (43S) - A= exampl-es are listed works whieh

one would probably e-pect to fínd under the headìng of

"Reigeroman"- Kirchner, under the heading of "Reisewerke",

adds the following qualifier: "Danlnter vereteht man ím all--
gemeinen d-íe Beschreibung einer Einzelreise, vornehmlich ei-
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ner solchen, die in unbekannte oder weníg bekannte Gegenden

führte" (633)- He then confines himself to dealing only rvith

factual works- Gero von Wilpert in his Sachwörterbuch der

Líteratur, seems to want to keep hís perception of travel

literature as general as possible- He writes that "Reise-

l-iteratur" incl-udes "das gesammte dem St,off nach von Reisen

berichtende Schrifttum" (631) - He then proceeds to l-ist al-

most every possibility imaginable- fn his essay he jumps

freely between fiction and non-fict,ion, the travel guíde-

bookg and reports being ascribed a literary val-ue -

In the face of the divergence of these initial critícal

opiníons, it would seem safe to suggest that, stripped to

its basic elements, a discussion of travel literature, as

one might, logically expect, centres around two el-ements:

travel and lit,erature - The el-ement of travel can occur ei-

ther as a fictional or non-fictional motif- The degree of

literary refinement is variable- All variations and permuta-

tions relating to the e-xtreme positions have been articul-a.t-

ed- As far as a working definition for the purposes of this

thesis is concerned, it may prove to be necessary for the

time-being to remain fairly general in order to facil-itate

the tracing of the history and scholarehip of t,his genre-



As far as deeper crítical reeearch in the a.rea of trav-

e1 1íterature is concernedu ít is necessary to reasgert that

as a genre of its own it, has cert,ainly been under-r-epresent-

ed in the standard cannn of literary critics and historians-

In what is today the most modern and the most comprehensive

compendium on the topíc of the literature of travel, Peter

J- Brenner"s Der Reisebericht in der deutschen Literatur

2 -2 -?.. The Þ{onographs

2-2-2-I- Peter J- Brenner

(published in 1990¡,r the author laments this fact more

than once- In his study he offers an impressive review of

the history of the "Reisebericht" (Lravel report,), as rn¡el-l-

as of the scholarly attention it has reeeived since the

earliest times. Brenner offers a very extensive bibliography

of travel literature and it,s theory, and the chapters are

organízed according to literary and historical periods,

bringing the reader up to date on the latest and most widely

cited Bources pertaining to the subject area- For each peri-

od the author offers commentary and a review of critical

works and in some caseÊ the oríginal irrorks themselves, and

2ö

rCited hereafter as Reisebericht-



creates a general chronological survey-

able arork ín the area of research

will in the course of this thesis be referred to frequently-

Ae far as Brenner"e wor.k is concerned, he himseff gives

consideration prímarily to the non-fictional- manifestations

of travel literature - WhíIe he too gra.pples rsith questions

of genre distínction, for his own

on factual- works and places them under the headíngof "Reise-

bericht" - As to his consideration of the word "Heisebericht"

as a. designation for t,he genre of

clearly spelled out, in a previoue work by him entítled: Der

Reísebericht,: die EntwicklunÉ einer Gattune in der deutschen

2T

It is a very val-u-

on travel- literature and

Literat,urz- Writing in 1989,

nation and defínítion:

purposes he concentrates

Zur Bezeichnung der Gattung erscheint der Begriff
des 'Reiseberichts- unter den viel-en konkurrie-
renden Kategorien - wie Reisebeschreibung, Reise-
l-iterat,ur oder auch Reiseroman als der plausibel-
sterohne daß das zu dogmatíschen Diskussionen her-
ausfordern sol-lt,e - Der Begriff kennzeichnet mit,
der gebotenen Neutralität, den Sachverhal-t, um den
es geht: die sprachliche DarstelJ-ung authentischer
Reigen- über ästhetísche Sual-it,äten und Ambitionen
ist damit nichts ausËlesaglt; die Gattung vereinigt
in dieser Beziehung die ext,remsten Gegensätze-
Auch ist damit nichtspräjudiziert über den Wahr-
heitsgehalt des 'Berichts" - Er soll sich per de-
finit,ionem nur auf wirkliche Reisen beziehen, aber
den Verfassern liegt doch ein breíter Spielraum
zwischen Authentizität und Fiktional-ität der Be-
schreibung offen, der soir¡c¡hl individuell wie auch
epochenspezif ísch ganu r¡erschieden ausgeflillt,
wurde- (9)

travel 1íterature, it is

he offers the following expl¿-

BCited. hereafter ae Entwicklu.ng-



Deciding not to enter what he sees as a. fruitless dis-

cussion, he offers ín the abowe study his limitations to

what is meant by Germar¿ travel l-iterature- Suggesting that

argLlments over terminology are seldom productive, the term

"German travel líterature" is addressed for pragmatic rea-

Êons, and reduced to that travel literature which ís the

product of a "deutschsprachigen Kulturraum" in whích for the

last 900 years or so¡ German Iíterature per ge has developed

(8)- Brenner points out t,hat, well past the Middl-e Ages, the

majority of all literature was wrítten in Latin anl¡way- And,

to be aure, some great works of German travel literature in

the eighteenth century rvere written in languages other than

German- Brenner mentions two examples here- One is Johann

Casper Goethe's ViaEEio peE-Llftalia, written in Italian,

the other is Alexander von Humboldt-g Rel-ation historique,

writt,en in F"rench (9) - Another obvíous example is Forster-s

A Voyage Round the I¡Iorl-d which was first, written ín English-

lïaving dealt vsith thege initial concerns about termin-

ology we can now turn to Brenner-a obserr¡ations about the

actual- topic of the "Reisebericht"- The "Reisebericht" corì-

sidered as a narrative account of an authentic jaurney is

orìe of the oldest gerìres of our cul-tural literary heritage.

Brenner ís, of course, not the only writer who has found

much truth in the dictum of Matthías Claudius which reads:

"Wenn .iemand eine Reise thut" so kann er" wag verzählen"

¿¿,



(cited in Erenner, EntwícklunE 7)

some notice throughout history, but as we know, the rela-

tionship between travel and literature had manifested itself

many years prior to Claudius" saying so and the redeeming

values of this relationship have been recognized not only by

critics of literature, but also by the public at large- Such

is still the case today, but as Brenner argues, the impor-

tance and the value of travel literature, and in particul-ar

its literary merit, have not always been uncontested

(Brenner, Entwicklung 7) -

Brenner feels that, as a ru1e, in the "Reisebericht," the

contents have traditionally been more important than the

literary form or quality- Through what he calls íts "soziale

Rolle, " travef l-iterature defíned itself until well into the

eighteenth century not by literary quality or cl-aim to

artistic merit, but by its function of transrnitting news and

information and relaying (supposedly) authentic experiences

and observations gathered whil-e travelling (Brenner, Reise-

bericht 1) - lt, is this sort of obligatíon to "authenticity"

or "truthfulness" u¡hich simul-taneougly robs many examples of

t¡'avef l-iterature of an3' claim to aesthetic merit or vsorth-

It is very much due to this consideration that schol-ars

ha.¡e been hesitant to include fully many v¡orks relating to

travel under the heading of "finer l-iterature"- Even today

t,hís problem has not been ful1y resolved- Conflícting vieç¡s

remain- At the crllx of the argument are concerns that w-hat

r) c)
LU

These words have receir¡ed
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is essentially ín some sense a mode of reporting, could also

have aesthetic worth- On the wholeo therefore, Brenner feels

strongly that travel Iit,erature has been neg1ected and not

been the subject, of the same líterary and- theoretical- cori-

giderations as the nor¡el, dramaz DT poetry- The genre has

suffered from what Brenner suggests is a sel-ectíve approach:

" [die neueren] Unt,ersuchungen leiden unter dem selektiven

Blíck, mit dem sie die Gattungsgeschichte wahrgenoilrmen hai,"

(Entwícklune 7) - Brenner fínds reasons for optimism, how-

ever, and remarks that the situation has changed signifi-

cantly for the better- The reasons he gives are gleaned from

the discussiong in the 1960s and 1970s about reassessing the

hitherto designated functions of literature aE a whole- Dur-

i.rg these years debateg in the a.rea of "Germanistík" gave

rise to a nev¡ orientat,ion ín terms of methods of analysis

and the perceptions and functions of literature- The impetus

for this new orientation came in no small part from literary

circles in the former German Democratic Republic and

Marxist-leaning western critics-

Until the l-970s, the literature of travel was invest,i-

gat,ed almost exclusively through the works of those v¡riters

whose place in the canon of "hígher" l-iterature was firmly

entrenched (Goethe and Heine, for- e-xample)- Everything else

was considered as reporting, and valued at most for its ex-

traneous information about other non-literary subject a'reae-

Since the 70s, however, both research and interest, extending
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to other rvorks of travel líterature have increased- This in-

crease has been aided by the strong interdisciplinary nature

of many of the texts which makes them suitable for use by

geholars in a host of other subject areas- The critícism

which Brenner reserves, however, is that the focus of the

nerú interest ís too narrow, and the conclusion he has drawn

is that the majority of the new research is confíned to the

more "matr-Lre", rnrre "critical-" "Reisebericht," particrrlar to

the 18th century- A consensu.s of most of the hístorians of

literature does grant that the 18th century did indeed re-

present, a zenith for the travel report, but one must not

overlook the fact that the scope of travel literature in

termg of its history is much wider- The narrow approach has

in Brenner"s view led to the lack of devel-opment of a "sys-

tematischer Diskussionszusammenhang" (Entwícklung 8) ín so

far ae other epochs are concerned-

Continuing his general remarks in Entwick]ung about the

slow process of recognition of the travel report, Brenner

feel-s that, research in the last few years has reaffirmed its

multi- or int,erdiscipl-inary nature and confirmed that a

simple linguistic or a simple "poetolog¡isch" approach cannot

do justice to t,he specifics and peculiarities of the entire

genre - In any given case political, philosophical, histori-

cal, social-, ethnologícal, geographical, and other factors

must be considered in addition to t,he purely lit,erary view-

points (Entwicklune B) -
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Bearíng thís ín mind the author states in hís later

study that the vast interdisciplinary knowledge required tc

apprecíate ma.ny examples of travel Iiterature creates a

problem in it,self, since the kind of strrecialized knowledge

required of a schol-ar of German literature could eventually

be well outside of the established parameters of his dís-

cipline (Reisebericht 2)- Ê{e goes on to å.rgue t,hat, a truly

worthwhile preoccupation wíth travel- literature should not

confine itseJf simply to a basic descriptive analysis of

text and the usual interpretive attempts- A unilat.eral ap-

proach on such a level would preclude or at l-east greatly

reduce the many benefits and advantages offered by litera-

ture of this sort- Thís¡ âE Brenner and other critics have

stated, i= part of the conundrum which has hindered the de-

velopment of a unified and comprehensíve approach to dealing

with travel- l-iterature in the past-

Conversely, however, the one-sided approach has proven

to be of benefit to scholars and critics in other subject

areas- Hist,orians, for example, can and have read texts of

travel l-íterature in order to augpent their understanding of

historyu but in so doing avoid the onu.s of having to assess

the value of the l-iterature Fer B€¡ leaving this task to the

liierary cr-itics- Therefore, in terms of coneolid.ating the

above and other factors, the research and tr-eatment of trav-

el literature has indeed fallen short of the goal of prorrid-

ing a solid., unified, and conelusive direct,ion to critical



ínvestigation- To quote Brenner:

Auch wenn díe ZalnJ- von Forschungsbeiträgen inzwí-
schen fast schon bedenkliche Ausmaße anglenoinmen
hat., läßt, sich von einer 'Rei=eliteraturforschung"
ím strenflen Sinne des Wortes nicht sprechen-
(Reiseberícht 3)

This thinking permeateg Brenner"s work as he begins his

actual- analysis and consideration of those who, in his eyes,

have made significant contríbutions in the area of travel

literature- Tt is perhape ironic in the face of his bemoan-

ing the absence of adequate discourse and debate, that

Brenner then goes on to list, and examine hundreds of works

that have made some contribut,íon t,o the discussion- ït, wil1,

of courseu be well outside the scope of this work to deal-

with all of the authors he mentions- I will instead limit,

myself to the works of those authors who in the course of my

own reading have been most beneficial and which seem to have

garnered the most respect from their peers in this area of

research -

F¡ ¡¡



One of the earliest scholarly works whích focuses its

attention on tracing t,he híst,ory and development of an ap-

precíation in German literary circles for- 'çr-ave1 1íterature,

and one of the first works which merits consideration for

íts attempt to defíne the limits of the genre, is a disser-

tation by Manfred Link written in 1963- Entitled Der Reise-

bericht als literarische Krrnstform vorr Ëoethe bjs É{eine-

2-2-2-2- Manfred Link

this work represents a noteworthy attempt to establish, or-

der, and discuss the inherent elements and questions in the

defining of the various parameters of travel l-it,erature- Tt

is indeed a precedent-setting work in this area- "Es ist

kaum übertrieben zu sagen, daß Link mit seiner Arbeit, am An-

fangf der neueren germanistischen Reíseliteraturforschung

steht", writes Brenner, for example (Reísebericht 20)- Link

does, in fact, have much to contribute to t,he d'iscusgion-

His main contribut,ion is his attempt to dífferentiate and

categorize the literature of travel according to workable

and tenable deeignatione- Link establ-ishee four main head-

ings, and because of the important natu-r-e of his wclr-k ít

i¡¡ould seem justifiable to erigage in a more comprehensive and

detailed descrípt,ion of these headinge- The first heading ís

cal-l-ed: "Reiseführer und Reisehandbücher" - Since earliest

LU
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times these works have sought not so much to reporton a par-

ticular journey whieh has already taken place, but rather to

prepa.re the reader (usually a prospective traveller) for a

journey which he r+ill soon undertake- This type of travel

líterature is today-s equivalent to guidebooks and handbooks

in the vein of Let'e Go or others.

The second heading is called: "Wissenschaftl-iche und

populärwissenschaftliche Reiseschriften" - Fall-ing into this

category are primarily the increasíngfy more popular voyages

of discovery, particularly overseas, and their corresponding

reports- Largely factual but not immune to infil-tration by

elçagigerations, embellishments, or rhetoric, their intention

v¡as to inform the reader about cultural, geographical and

scientifíc díscoveries in the lands visited- Literary tr>re-

tensions depended, of course, or! the author and the reader-

ship to whom he addressed hímself-

Works in these first two groups mentioned found their

justification in the transmission of factual knowledge and

information- Tn some cases, though, they did aspire to

higher l-evels of style and expresgion-

The third group, says Link, contains the following:

"Reisetagebücher, Reiseberichte, Reisebeschreibungen, Reise-

schil-derr-ngen und Reiseerzählungen" - lt is this group to

which he devoteg t,he bulk of his attention and discussion in

his treatise - l{ore coneideration r,.;íl-1 be given later to thie

group of Link's terms-
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The works in the fourth group fall under the headíng of

"Reisenovell-en und ReiÉeromane" - ûf this group Link writee

the fo11owíng: "Eine erl-ebte oder auch fiktive Reíse bildet

noch den Vorv¡urf und das zent,rale Motiv dieser Werke, doch

bestimmen die GattungsgesÊtze der Novelle oder des Romans

bereits ihre Struktur und. Sprachform" (7) -

Línk continues his work under the chapter heading of

"Formkriterien und -aspekte einer Typologie" to defend hís

groupings and make some general eornments about them- He as-

serts as Brenner and others still do, that various factors

must be considered when categorizing a work- Among them is

an a.ssessment of their interdisciplinary nature, whereby as-

pects such as religion, phílosophy, politics, satíre and the

like, must be considered (g)- He further confirms, that as

one proceeds through Elroups one to four¡ a trend of in-

creaeed fiction ( "Fiktionalisierung" ) i= evident - Parallel

to this development ís the fact that as one proceeds through

the same order, the objectivity of the work dímíníshes and,/

or ís compromised- He adds that the works in the first three

categories are almost aliru,-ays based on authentic or real
journe3's; in the fourth one they may be but sefdom are (10)-

To round off our look at Link-s contribution to this

area of classificatíon of the variorls manifestations af

travel literature, let us direct our attention to his re-

flections about the third headíng whích incl-udes the term

"Reisebericht"- Treating this head-ing as his main concern,
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Línk draws varíous conclusions about it ín the cor-trrse of his

work through an examination and analysis of works by Goethe,

Fïeine, K-P- Moritz and others- The conclusions t'hat he draws

are that, first, the "Reisebericht" ís the only tyFe of trav-

el literat,ure besídes the guidebaoks and the reporte about

voyagles of díscovery, which in the tradítion of Horaee-s

dictum of "prodesse et delectare" gíves infoi'matíon on for-

eign and rrnknown regions and concurrently has the e;{press

aim of providíng entertaining reading- Secondly, the "Reíse-

bericht" is characterized by ob.ìectívity and factuality-

Thirdly, the route it,self determines the construction and

outline of the work- Observationsu facts, etc-, are local-

ized and dated- tr'ourthly, fíctionalization and epic int,egra-

tíon are not present; the facts remain at the forefront, the

"what" retaíning importance over the "hobl" (l-86)-

Interesting, too, is what Link has to aay about

Laurence Sterne"s influential work A Sentimental Journev

through France and ftaly which was published in L76B- F'or

thís work Línk useg the interesting and subsequently oft re-

peated phrase "kopernikanische !{ende" to describe its impor-

tance to the development of the genre as a whole- As Link

sees it:

Sterne hatt,e mit seiner 'Empfindsam€n Reise" t- - -]
in ausdrücklichem and oft polemisch betontem Ge-
gensatz zu den traditionel-l-en objektiven Reísebe-
richt,en nicht mehr die bereiste Gegenstand=welt,
sondern nur noch die empfindsamen llerzenserl-ebnie-
se des reisenden Subjekts darstellenswert
Igegeben]- (1-BB)



As such, the fact/fietion boundary

final classification Eeems to have been

his model

view of

Brenner is filled with praise for

judgement:

in large part to

the literary critic- He pronûtrnces the following

Er faßt die Reiselit,eratur prinzipíe11 als eine
Form des Erzählens auf, die entsprechend mit dem
fnstrumentarium der Erzähl-forsehung untersucht
werden kann- Allerdings bedeutet das für den Li-
teraturwissenschaft,ler eine Einengnung des Fr:r-
schungsbereiehs, wie sie charakteristisch für die
Zeit ist, in der Link seine Dissertation vorgelegt
hat- Als eigentl-icher Gegenstand kommt nach díesen
Kriterien für den Philologen nur jene dritte Grup-
pe der Reisetagebücher, Reisebericht,e, Reiseschil-
derungen und Reiseerzähl-ungen in Frage, die noch
nicht reine Fikt,ion und nicht mehr reine Informa-
tion íst- (Reiseberícht 21)

.a¿

to Link"s fourth and

reached -

Link-s work and deems

be plausible from the point of

Since Link the reeearch and díscussions have gone far

beyond the ground broken by his book- Although there have

been an e.-:¡>ansion and branching out, of critical analysís, a

sígnifícant focus has remained on Link-s quest to classify

and dífferentiate between the various directions the genre

has taken-



Joseph Strelka, 1íke Link, is al-so a wídely quoted

source in much of t,he critícaI analysís dealing with travel

literature- Written in 1971, Strelka"s work entítled "Der

literarische Reisebericht" begins also by asserting that:

"Der Reiseberícht gehört zu jenen 1íteraríschen Ausdrucks-

forment zE deren genalrerer Begríffsbestimmung bis jetzt sehr

wenig getan worden ist " ( 68 ) - He alrgments this statement

with a footnote, which refers to Link-s contemplations on

the same thought- As wíth Link, Strelka"s primary goal is

also to classify and categorize the varíous forms encoun-

tered in an inveetigation of travel- líterature- He states

that in setting the paramet,ers for his treatise:

2 -2 -2 -'¿ - Joeeph Strelka

33

t - - - ] rn/erden doch keíneswegs alle Reiseschilde-
rungen der Sprachkunst als l-iterarischer Aus-
drucksform und als Gegenstand der Literatur wis-
senschaft zuzuzählen sein- Umgekehrt wäre €s eben-
so falsch, alle nicht-fiktionalen Reiseberichte
von d.er Sprachkunst überhaupt auszuklammern- (63)

Thus it seems that he ís intent on placing

gtrict limítations based on his percep'í:ions

kungt " -

Strelka then goes nn to deli-neate his ideas regard'ing

sñmê f¡ir-li¡

of "Str>rach-
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the place and nature of the líter-ature of travel usíng an

analysis based on what he terms a "komple.=ee und dyna-mische

Subjekt-Objekt-Beziehung, die für die Reisebeschreibung u.nd

ihren jeireíligen Standort sehr wichtig ist" (64) - Ela.borat-

ing on t,hís poínt, he outlines the important steps involved

in this progression:

ïn der ersten Form überwiegt ausschliefj]ich
das Objekt des Eeschriebenen und der Zweck
der Information über die kul-turel-1en und geo-
graphischen, geschichtlichen und landschaft-
lichen Besonderheiten der bereisten Länder
oder Landstriche [sic] führt z1r einer Form
der Darstellung, bei welcher das Subjekt, des
Beschreibenden vor der Objektivit,ät und Fak-
t,izität des Beschriebenen fast völlig ver-
schwindet,- (64)

ïn the second phase outlined by Strelka, the subject

advances significant,ly into t,he foreground- The writer"s

impressions and observations gain principal importance in

addition to the inclusíon nf the other elements which the

çsríter deems import,ant - Elements of st,yle and the use of

various literary devices also have a bearing on the degree

to whích this shift in subject/object emphasis takes place-

"Tritt dazu noch eine gewisse Sprachkraft, " Strelka adds,

"danrt ist die Grenze von der nicht-l-iterarischen zur l-ite-

rarischen Reisebeschreíbung eindeut,ì g überschritten" (64) -

It is in regard to this point that, Strelka is most

often críticized by other gcholars- It seems here tha'L in

using such a term as "gervisse Sprachkraft", Strelka ís once



again attempting to define certaín works

ture based on perhaps an aesthetic nornr or

tative judgment to which the work should not aspire- In so

doing he demonstrates the shortcomings which a purely "poe-

tolog¡isch" approach is doomed to inherit- Brenner vigorously

derides Stre]ka"s íntention to commit hímself to a classífí-

cation on the basis of something a.s vaElue aE a "gewisse

Sprachkraft" - "Der ideal-e Reisebericht wäre danach 'geprägt

von einer essayístisch-subjektiven Kunstform'" the paradigm

of which ççould be Goethe-s Italienische Reise (Brenner-u

Reisebericht, 23) - Strel-ka-s reasoning it seems would add

nothing beneficial to the discussion- It appears obvious,

that, regardless of

ñr
ÕÐ

travel l-itera-

least a quali-

deals with, a "gewisse Sprachkraft": op different l-evel- or

quality of writ,ing will be present- "Sprachkraft" cannot be

used to make differentiations amongl Efenres- I{rites Brenner:

-1(JI

-!cl- L

which literature or

Es ist unmittelbar einsichtig, daÊ in der Reise-
lit,eratur - wie ín jederanderen literaríschen Gat,-
tung - Unterschiede in der "Sprachkraft" und in
der l-iterarischen Gestal-tungsfähigkeit der Autoren
festzustellen sein werden- Siekönnen aber eher in-
t,uitiv konstatiert als wissenschaftlich begründet
werden und vermögen alLenfal-l-e Qualitäts-, nicht
aber Gattungsuntersehiede Eu fixieren- iÉeise-
bericht 23-4)

Thus Brenner gives a rather negatíve assessment

poin-t of view-

Fíníshing Strelka-s argument, however, we

r esul t of the changing si-rbj ect /object bal-ance

r,vhich author orre

--c 
flL---'l l-- I 

-UI rl L¿'e -L¡-d- IJ

see that as a

in the third
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phase, what occurs ís a situation in which "die Subjekt-

übjekt-Spannung fast völlig aufgehoben scheínt" (64) - He

does concede that a certain flux exist,s between the borderg

of his classífications, but ínsists that distinctions can be

drawn -

Then, in reliance upon Link, Strelka traces the de-

velopment of the "Reisebericht" viewed from the vantage

point of this subject/ohject, dichotomy, from the early triil-
grimages to the 20th century- He asserts that the "Reisebe-

richt" reaches its apex "erst mit der überrøindung der auf-

klärerisch-rationalistischen Haltung" (69) - This development

is embodied (here Strelka concurs with Link) in the "koper-

nikanische Wende" brought about by the appearance of

St,erne-s Sentímental- Journey- fn Sterne, Strelka sees the

subjectíve response to one-s Eurroundings taking preced-ence

over everything else (68) -



One writer rçho seeks t,o supersede the works of both

Ëtrelka and Link (and others) is Hermann Schlöeser- Despite

perhaps ser.erefy compr-omisíng his credibility by attributing

Link's four part classification to Strelka in the intro-

ductíon to hís vol-ume Reiseformen des Geechriebenen,

Schl-össer-s post-modern approach (Brenner, Reisebericht 659)

in this work as well as two othersa has found a fairly fa-

vourable reception on the part of some critics- Ïn Reise-

formen des Geschriebenen, h* begins with a reference to

Strelka's (Link-sl) research and states that, there cannot

exist a single genre called travel líterature- From his

opening remarksr w€ are led to believe that he calls into

question the possibility of finding a workable definition of

"Reisel-iteratur"- He supports this position with the arglr-

ment that such literature aspires to be more than pure lit-

erature; íts objectìvee e:;tend far beyond the usual for

"just" literature- I{hat, must be considered is a more holis-

tic strategy acknowledging the interrelationships betv¡een

2-2-2-4- Hermann Schlösser and Others

'aÍ

sHermann Schlösseru Wunschbil-der des Reisens- Reise-
berichte gestern und Heute (Berlin: 1982) and "Rom ein
abendLändl 'ìsches Rei se=ief , " Univereitas 42 ( 1987 ) : 632-
r1 Àt)u'ÈÐ -



travel, writíng, and reading:

Der Reisebericht verweigere sích der Gattungs-
zuordnung, weil er mehr und anderes eein wolle
als nur Literatur t---]- Schl-össer [fordert,] vom
Reisebericht,, daß er sich darstellen sol1e als
spezifischer Ausdruck eines Bewu$tseins, ín dem
Reisen, Schreiben und Lesen uusainmenfallen-
(Brenner, Reísebericht, 636-37)

Thinking from this point of view, Schlösser presents

his own version of the hist,ory of scholarship on t.he litera-

ture of travel by attacking and criticízing the models which

have been erected prior t,o his own- He goes beyond Link and

Strelka by seeking to est,ablish more concrete connections

between the process of writing and the ¡rrocess of travel-

ling- His work forms an outline which one can follow to

trace further the developments in the hístory of scholarship

in thie genre- One must, therefore, briefly follov¡

Schl-össer-s outl-ine in order to cover various other point,s

of view which emerge in the díscussíon of this topic-

Schlösser, too, shares the view that the "Reisebericht"

or "Reiseliteratur" stas treated as a l-esser literary genre?

until the late 1960s but that, it, finally gained in stature

at this time: "[Weil] man an nicht-fiktionalen Texten ner-re

Hethoden der Textwissenschaft erlernen in¡oll-te, wurde man

aufmerksam auf bisher Ve¡.naehlässígt,es" ( Schlosser 11) -

Under the heading clf "Vernachlässigtes" ca¡ne such literary

forms as the essay, reporte or "Reisebericht"- The "Reise-

bericht" of the later l8th century gained favour at thís

ù{.J
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tíme because it was apprecíated for its role in political

agitation- Therefore Schlösser does not fínd it surprising

that a large impetus towards greater ínterest and apprecía-

tíon came from the profusion of Ea.st German literature in

these areas (see Schlösser 11, footnote #10)-

Characteristic of the rebuke of tradítional l-iterary

scholarship ín the 60s and early 70s, Schlöseer- feelsT are

the comments of Jost Hermand-a Writíng ín 1970, Hermand

states:

Was könnte nicht aIles zur Literatur gehören, wenn
wír endlich mit jenem itsthet,izmus brechen wollten,
der nur das Gattungserfüllte, nllr das Lyrische,
Epische, Dramatische t---] als 'literaturhaft- an-
erkennt? Reisebericht,e, Memoirenu Tagehücher, Eio-
graphien, Aphorismen, Briefe, Chansons, Essays, ja
a1]e Arten der Zweck- und Gebrauchsliterat,ur r'¡'[ir-
den damit t - - - ] zu ebenso wichtigen Dokumenten des
menschlichen Geistes erhoben wie eine epigonen-
hafte Ode oder ein halbgelungener Foman- (cit- in
Schl-össer IzJ

Zf at,ko Klatiks states it forcefully as well:

t - - - I die Reisebesehreibung eines begabten Künst-
lers bedeutet ein -bieferes Eindringen in dae Wesen
a1s der Roman eines schlechten Autors- (cit- in

f^\bcn1osser t¿ )

schichte, " Jahrbuch
( l-970 ) : 89-94 -

aJost Hermand,

bu.ngerì r " Zagadnienia
153 -

EZI-atko Klatík,

"Probleme der heutigen Gattungsge-
für internationale Germanigtik

"úber die Poetik
Radza,ios¡ Lit,erakich

der Reísebegchrer-
11- (1969): L26-

2/L
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Schlösseru however, because of hís own víewe has litt1e

good to say about these approaches primarily on the basis

that "[w]enn man t- - -] das hier Gelungene nur dem dort Míf3-

lungenen gleichstel-lt, dann ist man vom lrlert der nichtf ik-

tionalen, níchtgattungsgebundenen Líteratur noch nicht sehr

rrberzeugt" (12) - He seems to equate Klatik-s "Wesen" , f.ot

example, with Strelka"s "gewisse Sprachkraft" a.s an ínappro-

príat,e means to categorize genres- Schlosser moves on to

another influentíal theoretician and directs his attentíon

to the work by Ralph-Rainer Wuthenow entitled: Die erfahrene

Welt " Europäische Reiseliteratrrr i m Zei tal ter cler Ar:f-

klärunE- For Schlösser, Wuthenou¡ represents a somewhat

i¡n'igue yet forced attempt. to bring his own order to the

puzzle - "?ter sich für t,heoret,ísche Fragen interessiert u "

writes Schlösser, "der kann mit tr¡luthÐnow studíeren, wie in

der Entwicklung der Reiseformene von der Abenteuer- und Ent-

deckungsreise bis hin zur Forscher- und Künstlerreise, 'Sub-

jektivität- in historisch exakt bestimmbaren Vorgängen 'oh-

jektiv- ent,steht," (13)- Wuthenow does indeed adhere to the

premise that the fiterature of travel, while developing

parallel to and ín el-ose relationship to the ídeals of the

Enlightenment, reaches new heights during thie period as far

as the genre is concerned- Characteristic of thís develop-

ment is the víew that facts step into the background in or-

der that the means of presentation (the subject,ivity, if you

will) can be featured.-
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Wuthenow"s work ís ín fact an excellent presentaticln of

some lesser-knÐwn works of travel literature specific to the

Enlightenment, but T v¡ould agree with Schlösser in the opin-

ion that Wuthenow falls short of providing an exact descrip-

tíon of the characterietics of t,he gerlre and settíng Fara-

meters for useful- discussion- He never rea11y gets past what

Schlösser- calls "Gattungspoetik" ( 14 ) -

Next in líne ín Schlösser's review is the work of

Thomas Bleichner-6 Bleichner makes art even more delíberate

attempt to evade the guestion of a genre definitíon- In-

stead, he makes distinctions between various literary as-

pects ( "Aspekte" ) such a.s "Reise als Strukturelement",

"Reiee als Thema", "Reise als Genre-Prob1em", "EgiEg:EËf ",

and others- ln this scheme Bleichner sees travel as an el-e-

ment or theme in different types of líterature and not as an

independent genre determinant-

Taking a simil-ar approach as Bl-eichner but a few years

before him was Hans-Joachim Possin ín his work Reisen und

Literatur- Das Thema des Reisens in der englischen Literatur

des l-8- Jahrhunderts-z Possin? according to Schlösser, doee

away v¡ith the "Reiseliteratur" genre distinction in favour

of what he terms a 'Literatur des Reieens- (Schlösser 14) -

6Thomas Bleichnerr "Literarisches
wissenschaftliehes Ziel-, Einleitung,
Heft,e .3 ( 1981) : 3-10 -

"Pub]ished in Tübin€en, L972-

Reisen als l-iteratur-
" Rnmn¡r'at'i st i s¡:he
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Possin bel-íeves that the advantages of thís term lie ín the

real-ízation that there ís not such a sígnificant difference

beti¡¡een fictíonal and non-fictional "Literatur des Reiserrs"

as the traditional conceptions of travel l-iterature tend to

suggeet.- FIe sees the problem of distínguishing between vari-

ous kinds of travel literature eolved in reducing (similar

to Bleichner) travel to a structural element of more estab-

lished gerrres- Brenner, however, offers this warning:

Aber der Preis, den Possin dafür zahlen muß, ist
zu hoch: Zwar bedarf es keiner Rechtfertigung der
Reiseliteratur als eines Gegenstandes der Phílolo-
gie mehr, aber die eigentlich erkenntnisträcht,igen
Probleme der Reisel-iteraturforschung werden elimi-
niert- (Reíseberícht ?2)

Getting back to hís own thesis, Schlösser concludee his

considerations by reiterating that "Reiseliteratur" is no

Elenre- fnstead, he wishes to postulate, using the same ter-

mínology as Possin, a 'Lit,eratur der Reisenden- which he

feels points beyond specific problems of form and genre dis-

tinction- Schlösser-e aim Eeemg to be to est,ablish that

t,here is a unity clr correlation between writing and travel--

ling:

Statt dessen sei eine "L'i teratur der Reísenden" zE
postulieren, die sich nicht über bestimmte Formen
erschließt, sondern ín einer Betrachtung des rei-
senden Schreibers und seines Verhält,nisses zum Ge-
schriebenen- ( 17)

As Erennec' e-'çamines the more recesf-r- studies of travel



literatr:.re from the 196ts

work the exploratíon of

between "Ich" and "Welt"

a definítion of travel literature- Brenner sess this concept

as forming the thread that holds Schlösser's ideas together-

He feel-s that Schlösser is seeking a post-modern escape

-----À- 1---! l--- 
--! ---l !l -l -- 

'l-.:-
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assessment clf Schlösser and in his

Brenner aums up the situ-atíon of the

search on the líterature of travel and

and 70s

the concept

is important even when considering

he Bess ín

t,hat the relatíonshíp

.Á r¿
-U

Schlosser - s

Gegenüber díesen postmodernen Perspektiven ist der
Blick auf die Geschichte der Reíseliteratur tröst-
lich: Es íet wohl kein Zufall-, daÊ sich Sehlösser
dezidiert auf das Reisen als Paradigma der von íhm
angestrebten neu.en Erfahrungsformen beruft and daß
er deren Explikation im Medium der Reísel-iteratur-
geschíchte voll-zieht- Schlösser ist nícht der er-
ste, dessen Welt- und Selbstverständnis durch Reí-
seerfahru.ngen ins tr{anken geraten íst; und er ist
auch nicht der erste, der diese Erfahrung mit dem
traditionell-en Mittel des Schreibens darüber zu
bannen versucht- Das immerhin ist eine Lehre, díe
sich aus den vielen Jahrhunderten der europäíschen
Reiseliteraturgeschichte ziehen 1ä13t: Der Gattung
ist es noch stets gielungen, Methoden der Verar-
beitung zu entwickeln, welche die Erfahrung der
Fremde in den Kontext des Eigenen einhínden- Dag
abscllut Fremde iet dem Reisenden unerreichbar ge-
hlieben; und wo er eE erreicht haben eollte, kann
er nicht, darüber berichten- Der Reisebericht wie
auch díe Forschung darüber bleibt stets gebunden
an die Prämissen okzidentalen Denkens und Han-
delns, Eo werführerisch sich auch der Gedanke an
deren Preísgabe dem Reisenden oder dem Theoretiker
ausnehmen mag- (Reisebericht 660)

account of it- In his

own closing remarks,

present state of re-

it,s limits:



2.2.3- William E. Stewart and the "Reísebeschreibung"

of the Eighteenth Century

Of particular interest to our study of the travel

literature of the 18t,h century is the work of William E-

Stewart- Published in 1Ð78, hís treatise Die Reisebeschrei-

bunp und ihre Theorie im Deutschland des 18- Jahrhunderts"

ís often referred to in the study ofthe 18th century "Reise-

beschreibung" (travel descríption) - Stewart, like other

scholarsu also sees in the 18th century the "golden age" of

this genre (I)- fnterestíng for our present sítuation is his

very readabl-e and informative initial chapter dea.ling with

the history of literary scholarshíp of l8th century travel

literature- Like Brenner and Schlösser, Stewart"s work forms

a convenient outl-ine to follow in a study of this subject

area. -

44

Stewart shares many of the Barne corì.cerns v¡hich have

been outlined above regarding the classification of the lit-

erature of travel, part,icularly as it relatee to the 18t,h

century- Of specific intereet to hím is the balance hetween

the aest,hetic quality of thís kind of literature and its in-

formational- benefíts- In view of his considerations, Stew-art

feel-e that competent scholarship is lacking ag much for this
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time-period as for the genre as a whole, and -r-ha.t ít has

therefore overlooked many of the fíner aspects of the 18t,h

century "Reisebeschrei-bung" -

He begins his analysis by referring to the respect,ed

historian and part-time literary scholar Robert Pruts and

his work uber Reisen und Reiseliteratur der Deutschen

( 1"847 ) - Stewart, believes that this is the first scholarly

treatment which directs its attention to the travel 1it,-

erature of the 18th century- Prutz, like some of his suc-

eessors chooses the yeap 1768, the year of St,erne"s Senti-

mental Journey¡ ãs a.n a.trr¡rropriate poínt at which t,he ser-ious

consideration of the "Reisebeschreibung" can begin- Prior to

that, time Prutz sees in the "Reisebeschreibungen" nothing

more than "trockene Kompendien" and feels that only in the

"Blütezeit der Sent,imentalität" did the first aesthetícally

pleasing works of travel l-iterature meriting advanced criti-

cism emerge (Prutz 36) -

ït was more than fift,y years after Prutz that a geogra-

pher named Fríedrich Ratzel made a significant, contribut,ion

to the fledgling discussion, showing a somewhat more well-

rounded consideration clf the literature of travel- In his

essay Reisebeschreibuneen (1898), Ratzel places most of his

emphas'i s on the many pragmatic uses of this genre but at the

e:çpense of it,e artistic merit - St,ei,r¡art quotes Ratzel as

-s7'r.'i+.ìnÞ-
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Þ,1ír können uns nicht unterfangen t - - - ], die merk-
würdigen Wechsel-wirkungen zwischen der Reisebe-
schreibung und der schönen Literatur amfzuweisen-
Das erfordert eine besondere Arbeit, die dem Lite-
rarhistoriker besser liegt als dem Geographen-
(cit- in Stewart 11)

Therefore Ratzel at t,his point, already affirms the dualíst'ic

nature of the "Reisebeschreíbung" o but it ís clear wíth

which result: "Reisebeschreibung" is still clearly distin-

guished from "schöne Literatur".

In the years immediately following Ratzel-s treatise,

three new works which replied to his challenge appeared- The

three v¡orks were by K-0- Oertel in 1899, E-Richter in 1900,

and K- Müller in 19058- According to Stewart the works of

all three underta.ke an analysis of the style and form of the

"ReisebeschreibuflB", but t,hat they all fall- ghort in their

task of doing the genre justice by virtue of t'he fact that

they judge the works from the point of view of t'he aesthet,ic

expectations set by the German Classical period of litera-

ture (12)- Tn applying these standards to t,he Eeisebeschrei-

bung, its distinctive merits obviously must remain neg-

l-ected- This severe reaction by writers trying to offset the

extreme position taken by Ratzel did in the end, according

B K-O- Oertel-, Díe Naturschil-derungen bei den Deutschen
Geoeraphischen ReísebeschreibunÉen des achtzehnten Jahrhun-
derts, dise-, Leipzig, 1899; B- Richter, Díe Entwicklung
der NaturschilderunÉ in den deu-,.schen ÉeoHraphischen Reise-
berichten mit besonderer BerücksichtiHung der Naturschil-de-
rlrng in der erst,en Hälfte des l9-Jahrhunderts" diss-, Leip-
zí8, 1-900; K- Mül1er, úUer den Einfluß ¿er
ratur auf die ReiseschilderunÉen- Diss- Leipzig, 1905-
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to Ëtewart, do the reput,at,íons of the travel descríptions of

the l-8t,h century more harm than good ( 12 ) -

In later works, for example E- Heilborn"s Deutschland-

reisen in alter Zeit: 17--19- Jahrhundert written in 1934,

the attempt was made to redeem the literature of travel,

whose image had suffered at the turn of the century- But in

Stewart's view, the newer approaches of Heilborn and others,

in an obvious attempt to offset, previous misguided ones,

overstated their case whíle using the same stringent crí-

teria as the ones used at the turn of the century- This did

l-it,tle to further the cause of l8th century travel litera-

ture because, as has become evident¡ aflV one-síded approach

was doomed to fall short of its goal (Stewart 72) - Ïn anoth-

er attempt, A-R- Schultz,g much the same way Ratzel did,

placed heavy emphasis on researching the travel descriptions

for use as historical and other sources- The ínherent lack

of appreciation of this genre as representative of "fine

literature" and a lack of eohesive study continued- to be the

norm-

Stewart crit,icizes Manfred Link-s work as well, on the

basis of the implications that it has for the travel litera-

ture of the l8th century- In Link he sees a tendency to view

factuality as a negatíve, fiction as a positíve criterion -

ÐA-R- Schultz, Schiller and the Literature of Travef,
díss-, Wisconsin, 1940; "Goethe and the Literature of Tra-
vel," Journal of Enel-ish and Germanic Philology 48 (1949):
445-469 -
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the same pa.ttern under which Stewart feels this literature

has been burdened for years- He suggests that from this van-

tage point Línk traces the posíiive developments of travel

l-iterature on1;r in so far as it displays an íncr-eased fic-

tíonal content,- Stewart draws his conclusion based on Link'e

att,empt, to a.ssess the various categori es of travel litera-

ture (Stewart, fB)- His asseesment of Strelka is equally u_n-

flattering- Aft,er pointing out that Strelka's Der Litera-

rische Reisebericht init,ially appeared ín a collection of

essays devoted to "Nichtfiktionale Literaturgattung€D",

Stewart takes him t,o task for creat,ing restrictione which

are too narrow - and that at a

forschung" was trying to expand the accepted horizons of the

genre and literature on the whole - He criticizes St,relka

al-so for echoing Prutz-s assertion that one can only tal-k of

a German l-iterature of travel, after ít had "freed" ítself

from the conf inee of the ideal-s of the Enlight,enment -

Stewart then makes an interesting poínt in relation to

the whole tuE!-of-war nature of the discussion- He writee:

time when the "Literatur-

Es ist kaum verwunderlich, daß gerade die prag-
matísche Dimension der Reisebeschreibung von der
Forschung in besonderem MaÊe vernachlässìgt, wurde,
wurde die Gattung doch für gewöhnlich nu.r insofern
für literaturfähig erachtet, als sie ihre Zweckge-
bundenheit, gleichsam zu t,ranszendieren vermochte-
(13)

This point clearly demonstrates the vicious circl-e inherent

in 'che various attempt,s to aptrfy traditional aesthetic rrorms
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to t,he travel descriptíon- On the one hand the líterature is

eupposed to be informative; on the other hand it is supposed

to be a literary masterpiece- lf it makes pretensions to

straddle the dívidíng line at any time, it is censr:red from

both sides- Stewart continues wíth thís thought in his iu=-

tífication for his own work, saying t'hat in the l8t'h century

'l-he "sel-bstverständnís" of the genre was nclL yet to be found

in its literary construetiorr and form, but rather ín what he

ca1ls it,s "Wirkungsabsicht" or " -rhetorischen" Aspekt" -

This, Stewart insísts, must be more closely scrutinized ín

viei'ring the history of the scholarshíp in this area¡ ås well

as the history of t,he pragmatic íntentions of this genre - F{e

continues:

Es st,ell-t sich heraus, daß die pragmatische Di-
mension der Reisebeschreibung im Grunde nur bei
einer einzigen, selten vertretenen Forschungs-
richtung eín gewisses MaF von Beachtung fand: Es
handelt sich dabei un eine literaturwisgenschaft-
liche Tradition, die in ihrer Fragestellung an díe
Reisebeschreibung eine Erkenntnis des 18- Jahrhun-
derts aufgreift, nämlich die Einsicht in das po1í-
tísche und g¡esellschaftskritische Potential- der
Gattung. (14)

To prove that this point had in the past been recoEi-

nized but not necessarily appreciated or devel-oped, Stewart

directs our attention again to Pru-r,z and Éatzel- Ratzel

clearly felt that the genre could be used " [um] auch den

politischen Theorien den Weg in die Reisebeschreibung [zu

öffnen]" (cit- in Stewa¡'t 14) - And Prutz wrote: "Und wer
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möchte leuglnen, daß dieser politísche, dieser sozíale Ge-

sichtspunkt bei weit,em der wichtigste ist,, den ein Reisender

haben kann?" (43) The shortcomíngs of these two authors, in

the view of Stewart, hoisever, lies in the fact, that beyond

these elementary recognitions¡ ro mÐre explanation or dis-

cussíon of the topic is forthcoming-

scholars thereby chose to ignore one of

aspects

ratllr "

ïn continuing to trace the political and social aspects

of the genre-s devel-opmentu Stewart turns to the st,udies by

R- Phílippsthal and R- Elsasserao and offers theír works

as examples where scholars writing about t,ravel literature

did indeed cast more than just a cursory glance at, the poli-

tical ramifications of the genre- But he deems t,heir work,

too, to fal-l short, of any long-term or la.rger signíf icance:

and opportunity for the study of the "Reiselite-

of the latter hal-f of t,he 18th century-

It, seems that these

the most important

LieÊen sich die Vertreter der ídealistisch-
normatíven Líteraturv¡issenschaft zuung-urnsten
pragmatischer, insbesondere wirkungsgeschícht-
lícher Fragestellungen zu einseit,iÊi von formal-
ästhetischen ErkenntnisintereËsen l-eiten¡ Eo ver-
fallen Philippsthal und Elsasser in das gegenteil-
ige Extrem, sich ausschließlich einer Fü1le von
inhaltlichen und pragmatischen Gesichtspunkt,en zu
irridmen und dabei die Reísebegchreibung ale Form
völlig aus den Augen zu verlieren- (15)

aoR- Phil-ippsthal, "Deutgche Reisende des i-B - Jahr-
hundertsin Englandr" Festschríft, zum 13- Al-l-gemeinen Deut-
gchen Neu-PhiloloEentaÉe ín F{annor¡er Pfingsten lStB, (Han-
nover: 1908), 77-!OA; R- Elsasser, úber die politischen
Bíl-dungsreisen der Deutschen nach England {vom achtzehnten
Jahrhundert bis 1815), (Heidelberg: 1917)-
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In this case again he sees that the líterary merits are íC-

nored and the emphasis on the one-sided positions continues

to hold sway-

It takes a long time¡ âs far aB Stewart is concerned,

before a truly fruitful work on this t,opic which estahl-ishes

some sort of equílibríum between the two poles materializes-

He poínts to the year 1974 and the work of a group of aca-

demics calling themselves the "Westberliner Autorenkollek-

tív"aa, and specíficalIy to their consideration of Georg

Forster"g Ansichten vom Niederrhein- Thís group of authors

was the product of the 1960s and somewhat left-leaning in

its convictione, prompting Stewart to chastiee them for what

he terms "ideologische Einseitigkeít"; neverthelegsu he

maintains:

t - - - I die Arbeit [vermag] jedoch meines Wissens
erstmalig ein gewisses methodisches Gleichgewicht
in der Erforschung der faktologischen Reisebe-
schreibung des 1-B- Jahrhunderts herzustel-1en, in-
dem sie hei ihrer Untersuehung der Pragmatik stän-
dig Rekurs nímmt auf die Reisebeschreibung selbst,
sowohl als Gattung a1s auch in der konkreten Aus-
prägung des Forsterschen I¡lerkes. (l-5-16)

fn this case then, Stewart sees the r¡¡riters as indeed being

able somehoç,¡ to fuse the "formal-ästhet,ische" stream with

the "inhaltl-ích-pragmatísche" one- For Stewart their work

represents an important development in the history of schol-

alGert Mattenkl-ot,t and
of materials published by
tiv" - See the bibliography-

Klaus R- Scherpe are the editors
the "Westberliner Autorenkoll-ek-
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a.rshi¡: ín the literature of travel and breaks the ground for

later wríters like Wolfgang Griep and others whose recent

attempts now centre around a more balanced coneideration of

travel literature in the context of its socia] and political

milíeu- The contributíons of these men will- feature promí-

nently in the subsequent chapters of thie thesis-



3 - l- - F'rom the Beginnings to the Eighteenth Century

3- The History of Travel Literature

Flaving dírected our attention to t,he theoretical re-

search in the area of travel literature, that ís, what the

views of various scholars are orl íts justifications as a

genre, let us move toward a brief revíew of the history of

travel l-it,erature up to the 18t'h century- Emphasis will be

placed on those specífic streams or developments whích most

direct,ly pertain to and influ.ence the later travel- 1ítera-

ture.

ft, was mentioned in the previous section that the lit-

erature of travel must Iogically be one of the oldeet forms

of literature whose roots certainly go back to the dawn of

civil-ization and the beginnings of written communícation-

For exampfe, one can point here to the Hebrew wanderings re-

corded ín the Bible- And as with so many facets of Western

culture, the l-íterature of travel can also be traced back to

the Greeks - A work no less famous than Homer " s Od:¡sse:y Fro-

vides just one example- Written ín the sixth century BC it

is, of cou-rse, a largely fictional account with travel- being

more of a motif than a subject in it,sel-f - While certainly

53
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not resembling in any signifícant way the "Reiseberichte"

outlined previously in thie t,hesie, it does nonetheless reF-

resent one of the earl-iest manifestations of travel l-it,era-
!---__LL.¿i'u _

ïn late antiquity the trawel guides in the tradition of

the "Periegese" and later the "ïtinerarium" which offered

information on travel rout,es and lodgings came into wide

círculation- The Romans carried on the Greek tradition but

tended towards a strictly geographical and practical em-

phasis (Witte 28) -

ïn the Míddle Ages t,he tradit,ion of travel lit,erature

was continued in I¡lestern Europe, albeit for a somewhat, dif-

ferent purpose than it had served before- It wa.s? in fact,

the phenomenon of the pilgrinrage and íts distant rel-atíve

the crusade which represented in the early Middle Ages the

single most important impetus for trawel- And with the even-

tual popularity of pilgrimages the old "ftinerarÍLtm" \¡ras su-

perseded by specífically tailored guides and handbooks for

pilgríms (Kirchner 633) -

As the Middle Ages contínued, the tradition of the

epics and sagas still- famous today gained popularity- These

works were represerrt,alive of a new secular direction taken

by the t,ravel lit,erat,ure spanained by the pilgrim travel lit-

erature - As a resul-t travel l-it,erature beca.me er¡er more fan-

tastic, fuelled by the secr:.l-ar motivationg of fame and

d''l nr'r¡
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The bulk of the travell-ing during the Míddle Ages wasz

logically, done by members of the nobility who had the means

bot,h to travel- and to have their journeys recorded and em-

bellished by personal chroniclers and secretaries- Ït wou1d,

however, be remiss to aËstlme that the famoug and powerful

vrere the only people who travelled extensively or that the

Holy Land and other religious des-uinations were the only

ones visited- Particularly since about the 10t'h and l1th

centuríes, there are records of other people travelling;

scholars, diplomate, mercenaries, merchants, and artisans-

The reasons why people travel-led were algo more varíed and

came to include business, education, and ín some cases' rec-

reation (Brenner, Reisebericht 53) -

As we move into the l-ate Middle Ages and towards the

historical t,urning point replresented by the Renaissance and

the age of Humanismz w€ find that as far as Western Europe

is concerned, the literature of travel continued still -uo be

dominated by pilgrimages and religious motívations (sincere

and otherwise) (Brenner 53) - Other kinds of travel litera-

ture r¡¡ere, of course, gaining in prominence but still con-

stituted only a small portion of the total-

A very interesiríng and important turning point for

travel literature came with the ìntensified emphas'ìs on

discovery and the expansion of known geographical- and scíen-

tific horízons- Emphasis was now increasingly placed on the

accumulation and transmission of knowledge and "factË", and
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thís agaín was reflected in a steady stream of "factu.al"

travel reports- The "Ent,deckungsreisen" following columbus-

example, spawrled many "Reiseberiehte" in which t,he charting

of new geographic regions and the discoveries of new and

strange peoples and their cultures¡ âB well as strange and

exotic animals and plants, the Iíkes of which had never be-

fore been imagined, became the focug- The forging of a new

"scientifíc method" was refl-ect,ed ín t,he l-iterature of

travel -

The effects of this nei¡¡ aEle on the lit,erature of travel
\,.rere numerous and varied- Along with the more factual- con-

tributions, however, carne also the more "literary" ones. It

is perhaps a paradox, but this age of díscovery, vrith íts

new approach to the scientific and natural worl-d also EÌave

rige to a new and in some $rays reactionary response through

travel l-iterature in the form of escapist works typifíed by

the "Staatsroman" - With reports of beautiful t,ropical is-

lands and idyllic new cultural- settings came visíons of uto-
pias and paradises on earth- As a result, a tradition begun

by Thomas More-s utopia became popular- Far from being fac-

tually*based, these works reflected- the fant,asy of man-s

hcipe for a better lot somewhere else on earth- Thus travel

becomes a motif in the form of the fictíonal_ vclyaEle to fic-

tional distant islands and cul-tures which, when in contrast

with the protagonist's own world víew, exposes his world"s
políiical, moral and eocial shortcomings (Metzler S32)- A
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certain relatívization ernergÊs wherein one"s clltrn egocentric,

selfish and corrupt society is compared to and contrasted

wit,h t,he one represerrted- by the "noble savage" who is at one

and at peace wíth nature and his fellow hr-rman beings- This

tradítíon and this use of travel literature as a means of

criticizing through contrast and comparison wiII come to

gain importance again later in the l-8-'-h century-

Another important variatíon of trawel literature, which

enjoyed an nverall- increase in popularity as t'ime went oÏl

and travelling as a whol-e became easier, bras the one in-

fluenced by the "Bildungsreisen" - These educational journeys

\i¡ere not anything new - they had existed for many centuries

even in an orglanized form - but it was during the Age of

Discovery, however, that they gained irnmeneely in popularity

and became standardized t,hroughout the countries of Europe-

Traditionally there wÐre actually tr.lo forms of "Bil-

dungsreisen"- The "gelehrte Reise" or scholarl-y journey, and

the "Kavalierstour" or "Grand Tour" - The oldest of the two

is the "gelehrte Reise" - It was characterized in medieval

times by travelling monks and other scholars who vi sited

monasteries and church líbraries in order to gather and

share knowledge, usual-ly relígious or philosophical

(Peitsch, F'orsters "Ansichten" L42) - As universities were

founded, they, too, became important deetinations, indeed,

eventually the most important oneË- Frorn these beginnings

evolved a standardized agenda for most schofastics to fol-
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lowu and rshat one had by the 16th century was a. kind of in-

tellectual elite, not necessarily associated with the

Church, which in the spírít of the Renaissance travelled

across Europe and sometimes the Middle East with fairly

well-established destinations- Theír aims werË the broaden-

ing of their own íntell-ectual horizons ag well as those of

their colleagues and eventually of the public at large- Des-

tinationg came to incl-ude algo private book col]ectíons, m1l-

Êeu.ms, and antique coll-ections. "Pilgrimagles" were no\ü un-

dertakenu not ín order to pay homage to relies and lloly

sites, but rather to gain knowledge of antiquíty and to come

in contact with rare books, mamlscripts and artifacts
(Peítsch, 742) - This interest began to centre ítseIf around

Northern Europe once the ltalian seient,ific boom had come to

a halt- Although there was no great publishing activity on

the part of most of these travellers, there was much private

correspondence between indivíduals; many observations and

debates \úere recorded in personal diaries, journals and, of

cor.r.rse, letters -

The "Kavalierstour" on the other hand, differed suh-

stantíally from the "gelehrte Reíge" - It grew out of the

tradit,íon of the "Ritterakademie", and soon became an impor-

tant and widely-accepted tradition among the nobility and

royalty of Europe- Since the l-6th century it gained immense-

Iy in popularity to the poínt at io¡-hich it was considered an

integral part of every young noble"s rr¡orl-dly education- The
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tour was desígned to round off this education by having t,he

young men¡ under t,he watchful eye of personal tutor-s, visit

and spend time at some of the most prominent courts of Eu-

ro¡ie, part.icularly those of Holland, F'r-ance, and Italy- In

order to gain insight, into the exact emphasis of these "Bil-

dungsreisen", one need l-onk no further than t,he titles of

some of the resultant travel- literature - Take fsr e¡Ëa.mllle

the report on the tour of the 16 year o1d margrave Christian

of Brandenburg wrítten by his tutor Sigmund von Birken en-

t,itled Hochfurstlicher BrandenburHíscher Ulysses: oder Ver-

larrf der- Länder Reise" welche der Durchleuchtieste Fürst

FTerr Christian Marperaf zrr Brandenbure durch Teutschland,

Frankreich" ftal-ien und die Niederlande" auch nach den sÞa-

nischen Frontieren hochlöblichst verrichtet: Aus denen mit

l"'l ei ss øeha I tenen Re'i sqsr-Dì arì ì s zrrsãmmengetraÉen und be-

schrieben durch S-v-B- ( 1-669). What is most important ín

this literature are the exploits and achiewements and the

activities of the young noble- For example, it was important

to note which officíal functions he attended or to the

audiences of which king, prince, or noble he was invited-

Other important things learned on the Grand Tour were horse-

rnanshipu fencing, hunting, dancing, and modern languages-

The emphasie thus was not so much on learning per s€, a.s on

finding one-s niche in aristocratic society and making con-

tact vrith the other royal houses of Europe- The main aim was

to hone the "rough edges", to become wel-l-versed in the
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cou.rtly customs and tradítione of Europe (Peitsch 141) -

The basic characteristics of both the "Kavalierstour"

and of the "gelehrte Reíse" have been outlined above- How

the two t,raditions came to resembl-e each other later in

history, particularly in a polit,ícal and social context,

will be discussed as we l-ook into travel literature ín t,he

18th century-

ïn the Baroque and Rococo periods t,ravel literature

continues its increase in popularity and wins more respect

aE a literary form- A move towards a "Literarieierung" of

travel literature is afoot, and is witnessed to ín many

works, not only in fictional treatments but also ín nonfic-

tional ones-

An interesting trend of this period wae that retrlr"e-

sented by the Baroque "Gese1lschaftsroman" (Metzler 8,-,JZ) - In

some v/ays simil-ar to the "Staat,sroman", the "Gese]l_schaft,s-

roman": ãs its name implies, concerned itself with the no-

tion of socíet,y at the time- Tt resembles the idealistíc and

ut,opian themeg out,lined for the "staatsroman", but is usuaL-

ly characterised by an overtly didactic message and mode of
presentatíon- The emphasis was on the creation of a fantasy

setting which woul-d best present. the context needed for the

social criticism inherent in t,hese works-

In all-, from the 16th to the 18th century the contínued

exploration and exploitation of new lands around the globe

led to continued interest 'i n trawel, whích constantly pro-
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víded more and more material for literature factual and

fictional -

To sum up this time span¡ w€ must point out that Ba-

roqr.re travel- f iterature obvj-ous1y had a significant, effect

on subsequent literature of all kinds; and that the time

period - the Age of Discovery - led to the entrenchment of

the "Reisebericht" in the siandard reading lists of the day

and those to follow- By the end of the 17th century at least

one schol-ar suggests that, the "Reísebericht," had triumphed

as a lit,erary genre (T¡litte 28) - The stage, it seems, had

been set for the "golden age " of the travel report in the

18th century-



3-2- The Development of Travel Literature

During t,he Eighteenth ten-tury

A consideration of the history of the 18th century

cannot ignore two very important devel-opments in our eivi-

lization the Enlíghtenment and the French Revolut,ion-

These rnanifestations shaped and defined the path of change

and development in the 1700s and lBOCle and influenced the

geographical, political and philosophical boundariee of Eu-

ropeans for years t.o come- The writíngs of Roussea.r.r2 Kant,

Fichte, Lessing, and Diderot exerted a significant infl-uence

on soe ial and intellectual- institut,ions of their day,

through their efforts to spread the ideas of the "Enlighten-

ment", and helped to initiate the est,ablishment of a middle

class consciousnese, one of the lasting legacies of this

period in history- Added to the contríbutions of these men

was also the prodigious 1>rogress being made in the sciences

and in travel and exploratíon by men such as Captain James

Cook, and othere- These men and the developments which

shaped their age had a direct and lasting influence on the

dírection which literature of al,l- kínds was to continue to

3-2- 1- General Comments

t) ¿,



take in t,he 1700s and the

the laying of a foundation

cal a\Mareness and for more

and criticism-

Travel literature, of course, did not, escape the ef-

fects of this age, and its develnpment at this time re¡rre-

sents an import,ant yardstick by which to measure the whole

genre and the work of Becker and his cont,emporaries- ln or-

der to assess best the significance and relevance of the

all-important French Revolution on travel- literature, it is

necessary to go back to approximat,ely the begínning of the

18th century to trace the gradual- rise of its politicízat,ion

in a cul-tural and intellectual context and the resultant,

trend towards serious social and politícal analysis of many

areas of the human experience-

On the whole, the history of both travel and travel-

literature ín the l8th century is characterized by . marked

increase in their popularity- Due to the rise of new social

condit,ions, first and foremost of which was the emergence of

a stronger, more mobile middle cl-ass, åñ increased pr-edilec-

tion for travel amonEÌ the various social, classes made itself

fel-t- This trend continued steadily and unabated to the

point where ín the second half of the l-Bth century, travel

by Europeans had reached epidemic proportions- The testimony

of contemporaries bears this out- "frr keinem Zeita]t,er der

Welt i.*ird so viel gereist, als in dem unsrigenr wo das

ññ
ÐLf

1800s- Their contributíons aíded

for increased social and politi-

open and more direct questioníng
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Reísen zu einer Art von Epídemíe geworden ist", writes an

anonymous person to t,he edítor of the Teutsche Merkur in

November , I7B4 ( l-51- ) - And on the concomitant increase in the

literature of t,ravel the same author v¡rites: "Es íst, i¡ohl

kein Wunder, daÊ bey so häufigen Êeisen in unsern bücherrei-

chen Zeíten der Reisebeschreibungen so víele verfertigt wer-
l-_ ttLrerl _

This increase in the puhlication of German travel 1ít-

erature ín the 18th century has been well documented- 12 It,

has, for example, been establiehed that in the reading cl_ubs

of the day most books dealing with geography were in fact

now "Reisebeschreibungen" - And while book production between

I77Õ and 1800 doubledu the number of works of travel litera-

ture increased fivefold (Gríep, "Reiseliterat,ur" 739 ) -

Travel l-iterature vras now much Bought after and had estab-

lished its own place on the shelves of libraríes and reader

circles ( "Lesegesellechaften" ) -

Although st,atistícs may point to a certain irrefut,able

degree of popularit,y, it must be borne in mind that reader-

ship even at t,his tíme must have been limited- Evidence

strongly suggests that it was primarily the middle and upper

middle classes who were most interested in travel ]itera-

lzFor additional informat,íon on the increase in pub-
lishing in Germany and Europe at this tíme see, for example,
Rudolf Schenda, VoLk ohne Buch- Studien zur sozialÊeschichte
der popu]ären Lesestof fe 1770-1910 ( F'rankfurt a - M - , 1970 )
and Reinhard Wittn'rann, "Die frühen Buchhändlerzeit,schrift,en
als Spiegel des lit,erarischen LebenÊ", Archiv für Geschichte
des Buch\,¡esens 13 ( 1973 ) -
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ture- What emerged was a, kind of "bürgerliche Publízistik"

(Peítsch, "Ansätze" 218) of which traveL literature was a-n

important part, and which attempted to define and character-

ize the aims and desires of the rising middl-e class- "Díe

Reiseanweísungen und Reíeebeschreibungen gegen Ende des 18-

Jahrhunderts wenden sich, zllm Teil ganz explizit¡ âñ eínen

gelehrten Leserkreíe, wobei auch der Kaufmannsstand im¡ner

mehr einer Realienbildung durch Ëchule und Journale øustreb-

te" (Elkar 55) -

The analysis of this literary form poínts to a re-

ciprocal relationship between travel- ( in this case the re-

ceptíon of the resultant literature) and the emergence of a

stronger more cohesive middle class congciousness in Ger-

manyr lB for undoubtedly thís consciousnesÉ was enhanced by

the evidence (travel- literature) of its own making-

Generally, the development of an interest in hoth

travel and traveL literature in the l8th century is iden-

tified by a steady and continuing trend t,owarde a more and

more crit,ical- consíderation of travel as a way of gaining

and imparting knowledge on a wide range of topics related to

the human experience- This t,rend cuLninated in the socially

and poIítically conscious t,ravel literature of the late l8t,h

century- At the root of this trend, hclwever, are other Eig-

lgFor a comprehensive revierra of the various treatments
of this topic of the rise of the middle cl-ass in Germany see
the books and rel-evant chapì;ers by Bruford, Gooch, HöI1er,
Stern and Valjavec-
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níficant underlyin5f calrses, the complex interrelation and

parallel development of which must be discussed- They are

t,he emergence of merchant capitalism and a míddle class ccln-

sciousnegs and the ínfluence of works líke Defoe-s Robinson

Crusoe on both the emergence of the niddle class and the

literary refinement of the genre of trawel literature, the

contribut,ion and increased importance of "Bildungsreisen" as

a means of more critícal manifestations of travel- and travel

literature, the emergence of a pragtnat,ic school of thought

educat,íng the traveller through the use of handbooks and to-

pographical and statistical- travel- reports, and finally, the

development of the social and political oriented travel- re-

port prior to and during the French Revol-ution-

The sum total of these developments l-ed to travelling

and to the writing of travel reports by segments of societ,y

which previously had not done either- This heíghtened ínt,er-

est contributed towards a more critical approach to travel-

and travel accounts as an important means of conveying in-

formation and. imparting critical obsenrations on the social

and political- state of Europe-
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to the Ríse of h4iddle Cl-ass Consciou.snesg

in Germany-

Example: Defoe-s Robinson Crusoe

The path towards more crítical- travel- literature v¡as

ínítially manifested ín fictíonal works like the aforemen-

t,ioned "Staatsroman" r "Gesellschaft,sroman", or "Reiseroman"

where an author created utopian wisions of civilizat,ions as

a means of direct,ing criticism upon hís more familiar- sur-

roundings - For the early 18t,h cent,ury the most import,ant e:{-

ample of such fictional travel literature was Daniel- Defoe"s

Robínson Crusoe published in 7779- This work has been ap-

praised by Griep, Elkar, Peitsch, Stewart and others as be-

ing ímportant for the understanding of the emergence of the

nriddle class consciousness in Germany and of íts increased

inclination towards travel-

That, the develnpment of travel l-it,erature and the emer-

gence of

tionship

explained in the following way: an increase in merchant

capitalism broug'ht on by the age of discovery and coloniza-

tion of new lands and terrítories throughout the wor1d, led

a

.i n

pot,ent middle class enjoyed a recíprocal rela-

regard to their respective developments can be
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to the development of a new class of merchants and traders-

Its demands for literature relatíng to travel- and geography

l-ed to a stream of líterature which has been identífied as

"historisch-merka.torisch-geographisch" - The ensuing "liter-

arische Verarbeitung" of these works, ín the form of the

"Reiseroman" saw the hero come t,o embody the attributes of

the míddle cl-ass "Bürger" - Ffere Crusoe serves as the prime

example: "in seinen Helden konkretisieren sich Geschichte

und GesetzmäÊigkeiten der bürgerl-ichen Gesellschaft" (Griep,

"Reiseliteratur" 74I, 742) -

In Germany, Griep arplues, the works following ín

Crusoe-s t'radition are marked by "ökonomische Rationalität"

in so far as style and "Handlungsst,ruktur" a.re concerned

(742) - Capital has bequeathed to the middle class more mo-

bility, and this is reflected in the "Reiseroman" where its

heros have the opportunity to dissociate themselves from the

reigning feudal order:

Reisen und Aventuren entstammen demselben sozia]en
Bedíngungsgefüge; sie werden in den Romanen uu
Zeichen für die Mobilität und Aut,onomíe dee al-s
Privatmann agierenden Hel-den- fn st,renger Schei-
dung von der Sphäre der staatlichen Gewalt wird
hier bereits eín bürgerlích strukturierter Erfah-
rungebereích vorgebildet, der sích real erst im
weiteren Verlauf des Jahrhunderts festigt,-
(Griep, "Reiseliteratur" 742-43)

Thus Defoe-s fictionai, work

factual forms of travel- l-iterature

is
for

important to lat,er

ti¿¡o reasons - F'irst,,



69

ít, presented a type of role model for the niddle class whieh

aided its self-identifica.tion; eecondly it g'ave impetus to

further works in the aatne tr-adition- These subsequent works

eventually laid the foundations for the further development

of critical and politicized travel literature-



The apparent growth in importance of the míddle class

and t,he e:cis-,-ence of fictional literary charactere like

Robinson Crusoe did, however, not a]one determine the con-

tinuing trend ín the 18t,h century towards politicization-

Whil-e there Þlere many signe that the middle claes wae be-

ginning to assert itself more strongly in many sectors of

daily life, what was al-so of significant importance was the

continued predilection for travel by the nobilíty and royal-

ty in the context of an Enlightenment trademark - a desire

for a broader base of knowl-edge pertaining to the many toF-

ics, scíentific and philosophicalu havíng to do wíth man's

existence -

The nobility¡ ês well- as the traditional scholars
(clergy and uníversity students), signified their increased

interest in travel through their individual, clase-specific
"Bildungsreisen" - The orígins and characterístics of the

nobility-s and the upper cl-ass- version of the educational
journey, the "Kaval-ierstour" (Grand tour), have been out-

lined prevíously in this thesis (ch-3)- Of specific concern

t,o Lls is the fact, that ¡ âs was the case ín other Êegnrents

ìn life, throughout the early l-Bth century the middle class

7A



moved towards

writes that:

the objectives sought by

Etwa seit der Mitte des 16- Jahrhunderts ist es
für junge Adlige üblich geworden, eine Bildungs-
reise zu repräsentativen ausländischen Höfen uu
unternehmen- t---I Den Adeligen folgt das gebil-
dete Bürgertum, das im st,ändig wachsenden Behör-
denapparat des absol-utistischen Staates in zuneh-
mendem Maße gebraucht wird- ("Reisel-iteratur" 743)

Therefore, in addition to a new well-t,o-do class of mer-

chants and traders arose also a well--educated middle clasg

travell-er whose importance to the state was justified by his

vital function as bureaucrat and civil servant- These l-earn-

ed people accomtr>anied their benefactors on their travels,

part,ook in trade missions as diplomats, and so on- This

eventually widened further the scope of ínfluence of the

middle c1ags in so far as travel and the experience of gecl-

graphical "Erfahrungsraum" was concerned (Bödeker 93-95,

Elkar 63 ) -

While the middle class was travelling in ever greater

numbers, their further aspiratíons v¡ere finding expression

in a critique of the Grand Tour itself- Peitsch writes:

7t

the nobílíty- Griep

Im Verlauf des 18-Jahrhundertg verstärkte sich die
Stimme der bürgerlichen Kritik an der Grand Tcur,
die gegen díe Funktion einwandte, daÊ die Vorstel-
1ung, Erziehung ginge an Höfen durch Nachahmung
vonstatten, 'Rakes" oder Libertins produzieren
müßte und gegen die Objekte des feudalen Inter-
esses, daÊ nur'Nachahmungssucht= herauskonmen
könnte, weil es einzig auf das iiufierl-iche ginge
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und überdies die ünfähigkeít, Vergleiche anzu-
stel1en, das Erzlaster der sehr jungen Reisenden
wäre - ( F-orsters "Ansichten" I4L-42)

The result of such critícism were the own counter-bal-ancing

attempts of the middle class to arrive at a more well-round-

ed conception of "Bíldungsreisen", specifically "gelehrte

Reisen" - Those partakíng in the "gelehrte Reise" were not

the " durch den Feudalabsol-utismus politisch ausgeschaltete

und durch den Hof geprägt,e Adel", but rather a "sích all-

mählích verbreitende Schicht der wel-tlichen, d-h- nicht mehr

im Dienst der Kirche stehende Tntelligenz" (Peitsch, Fnr-

sters "Ansíchten" 742) - The result of the general realiza-

tíon of what, "the educational possibilities of well-directed

travel ü¡ere" was¡ ês TÀIilliam Mead has pointed out, that the

Germans, in particular, "had the reputation t - - - ] of deriv-

ing more profit from their jour.neys than any other travel-

lers" (375) -

This development had the end resul-t that l-ed to a more

serious consideration of the world one lived in; for in the

refining of the concept of the "gelehrte Reise", further im-

petus lvas given to the growth of more critical travel- lít,er-

ature- A development was noticeable whereby the traditional

goals of the original scholarly jour-ney described above

(ch-3) were replaced by ot,her interests, namely "[---] spe-

zialisierte wissenschaftliche fnteressen an Teilgebíeten der-

Gelehrsamkeit, anderseits t- - - ] díe erweiterte Aufmerksam-
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keit auf die gesellschaftlíchen Bedingungen, unter denen Ge-

lehrsamkeit sich entwickeln könnte" (Peítsch, Forgters "An-

sichten" l-48) - Thus the 18th century "Bildungsreisen" of the

middle and upper middle classes carne to be rel-ated closely

to the "Kavalierstour" in its evol-utíon, but with the díf-

ference that,: "mit dem bürgerlichen Aufbruch zugleich ein

grundlegender Perspektivwandel verbunden [vrar] " (Gríep,

"ReiseLiteratur" 743) - The perspective for the nobility

changed from placíng an emphasis on "Herrschafts-w-issen"

(744) to a more enlightened and well-rounded understanding

of social- and politícal issues-

ït, must be acknowledged, however, that the "Bildungs-

reisen", in particular the "Kaval-ierstour" of the 18th cen-

tury, did not contribute a great deal in terms of travel

reports per se- Most of them found expreesion only in un-

published diaries and the like- Those whieh were set t,o be

published, like the aforementioned Hochfürstlicher Branden-

bureíscher Ulvsses- - -, of 1_723 (ch- 3) were aimed, however,

at glorifying the young noble rather than at impart,ing to

t,he reader any sort of relevant, educa'cional materíal -

The "gelehrte Reisen", usually had a more sol-id tradí-

tion of producíng travel- reportsu and it was thoee, like

J-J- l{inkel-mann-s report on his trip to Paris in 774I, and

J-J- Reiske-s description of his trip to Leyden in 1738,

which fuelled the appetite of readers seekíng information

and observations about, other places- It was through these
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works that an educating prclcess took place- Works such a's

these became, in a sense, substitutes for travel, for "nicht

nur das Reisen selbst, sondern íns besondere auch die Reise-

literatur [wurde] zu einem Bildungserlebnie" (Elkar 63), and

it was in this vein, that l-ater writers like Goethe (lt,a1ie-

nische Reise, l-786) set out on their own "Bildungsreisen"-



As a result in part of the new emphasis being placed on

the importance of the "gelehrte Reíse", it ís not surprising

that there was also a parallel increase ín the t,heoret,ical

and practieal considerations, a kind of gcience of travel

which was aimed at the new, well-educated, well-intentioned

class of t,ravel consl-lmers referred to earlier- In the rnode

of the earl-ier handbooks and travel- guides there appeared

det,ailed philosophical and scientific guidelines for travel-

Iers suggesting what knowledge they should acquíre prior to

departing and what they should pay speeial attention to

while underwa.y- An enlightened despot who was to rule wit,h

the beet interests of his people at heart was now expected

to get t,he gireatest benefit possible out of hís tour- Such

considerations Eiave rise to a program of well-reasoned and

well-planned journeys approached with intelligence and prac-

ticality -

One of the contemporary sol;rces most often quoted in

today"s secondary literature regarding thie new intellectual

aspect of t,ravel li terature is the prominent publicist and

university professor at Göttingen, August Ludwig Schlozer,

who beti¡¡een the years 1772 and l-795 gave a series of lec-

tures cn travel which deal-t with more egoteríc concerns such

3-2-4- The Emergence of Theoretical and

Practical Travel Aíds

/n



as the intel-lectual justífications for travel-14

Schlözer advocated an int,el-lígent and balanced approach

to travel - not too "worldly" rlor too studious:

Schlözer setzt letztendlich doch den gebíldeten
Leser voraus, der an seinem Kollegium teilhat, T¡\ro-
bei nicht das formale Wissen der entscheidende Ge-
síchtspunkt ist, sondern wohlgestaltete und gut
überlegte Umsetzungsmöglichkeiten, Vernunft und
Einsicht zu handeln- (Elkar 58)

The traveller was advised to seek out and absorb useful-

social information, emphasizíng ma.tters which were eduea-

tional, but at the sanne time ident,ifíable with middle class

values and beliefs- As a result of t,his nerd ap¡lroach which

was clearly aimed at the intelligent middle class traveller,

there appeared numerous detailed grríde booke specifically

designed for him- 15

aaSchlözer-s lectures have been preserved for us in:
Ludwig August Schlözer, Vorlesungen über Land- und Seerei-
sen, nach dem KolleEheft des stud- jur- E-F- Haupt, ed- Wil-
helm Ebel (Göt,tingen: 1962) -

lFlnteresting as well as entertaining, perhaps, from
our point of view is a list of elements to which the travel-
l-er should pay att,ent,ion to or be prepared to encounter and
know something about- This list is from Graf Leopold Berch-
lold, Anweisung für Reisende, nebst einer systematischen
SammlunH zweckmäßiger nützlicher Fraeen, (Braunschweig:
779!) simplified by Elkar: "'lron folgenden KLrnsten und Wís-
senschaften ist es unumgìänglich nothwendig, daß eín Reisen-
der sich Kenntnisse erwerbe" : l--Gesetzgebung, 2-Natu-rge-
schichte, 3-Mineralogie, Metallurgie und Chemie, 4-Mathema-
tikÞ 5-Mechanik, 6-Hydrostatiku Hydraulik und. Architektur,
7-Perspektive, 8-Erdbeschreibung, 9-I'lavigation und Schiff-
baukunst, 10-Ackerbau, 11-Sprachen, l-2-Aríthmetik, 13-Zeich-
rì.en, 14- 'eine f esbare und geschvsinde lIand', 15- Sch+¡ifirmen,
l-6-oberfl-ächliche medizinische Kenntnisseu 17-Musik, 18-Ge-

fÐ
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Behind the pragmat,ic approaches of Schl-özer and others

lies a. very didactic intention which manifests ítself ín

some travel- l-iterature - In the latt,er half of the l-8th cen-

tury education had become one of the great themes in t,ravel,

which rnaint,ained and refined the tradition begun by the "l(a-

val-ierstortr" and the "gelehrte Reise" centuries earlier- As

an illustration of this pervading neir attitude \,re can turn

to Herder, v¡ho in 1769 wrote: "Wíe anders l-ernt man die Welt,

kennen; je weiter man in sie trit,t: jeder Ëchrit,t íst Erfah-

rung, und jede Erfahrung bildet" (cit- ín Bödeker 95) -

"Weltkenntnis" and "Erfahrung" were elementg, ít wä.s felt,

which learned people could acquire whi1e travelling- Travel-

had come t,cl be seen by the Enlightenment as the means to a.c-

quire knowledge and to gain ínsight into the worl-d partieu-

larly on a socío-political level- F{owever, travel had to be

conducted correctly- Schlözer and others advocated a well-

rounded approach to travel and offered preseriptions and

theories with t,he aim of furthering the idea that travel- was

a useful and índeed necessary way of educating oneself about,

schmack, 19-Menschenkenntnis, 20-Kenntnis des vaterlän-
díschen Staates, 2L-vorläufige Bekanntschaft mit den Län-
dern, die man besuchen v¡i11" ( Elkar 56-57 ) - Similar-Iy de-
tailed travel- handbooks are also: Franz Posselt, Apodemik
oder die Kunst zu reisen- Ein svstematischer Versrrch zum Ge-
bra.uch iunÉer Reisenden a.lls den Gebildeten Stänrien ütierrharr¡rt
und angehender Gelehrten und Künstler, 2 vols- (Leípzig:
1795), or: Heinrich August, Ottokar Reichard: Handbuch für
Reisende aus allen Ständen- Nebst =i¡iey Postkarten (Leípzig:
7784).
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The travel reports resulting from a pragmatic approach

har¡e been termed alternately "lexíkographisch"r "topogra-

phisch" or "statistisch" (Peitsch, F"orsters "Ansichten" I44-

45)- "Lexikographisch" is the term used to describe the en-

cyclopedíc nature of most of these works, "topographisch" is

the term applied to reports dealing with one"s o\'rn country,

and "statistísch" refers to the ones dealing with foreign

countríes (Peit,sch L44-I45) - All three kinds are often cha-

racterized by vast amounts of detail, a plethora of statis-

tics and figures, relating to census information, economieso

government finances and a myriad of other t,opics designed to

famíl-iarize the reader with all- aspects of a country-

Champion of the new emphasie on the "topographíscher

Reisebericht" was undoubtedly Friedrich Nicolai- His enor-

mous and unprecedented travel- report, Beschreibung einer

Reise durch Deutschland und die Schweiz im Jahre 1781- Nebst

BemerkrrnÉen über Gelehrsamkeit - Tncìristri e - Rel ì ø-i nn rrncl

3- 2 - 5 - Topographícal Travel reports

7Õ

Sitt,en, set a.n important standard for subsequent writers of

trave] literature- This mammoth account of his travels whích

appeared in 12 volumes contained liberal amounts of theori-

zing and hypothesizing, pragmatic recortmendatíons, and re-
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ports of actual travels which he undertook- Tt was Elenerally

well- received at the t,íme and lauded for its eomprehensive-

ness, frankness and predisposition to criticism- Over and

above the vast amounts of information contained in the work,

it Ela.ve a significant impetus to the debate regfarding the

advocation of a more "critical" and forthright approach to

travel literature-

ïn a letter to the publicist Dohm-s Deutsches Museum,

an influential publication at the time, Nicolai wrote about

hís work in 1783 that:

Die Gemeinnützlichkeit eines solchen Werk"s fiel
mir freylích gar sehr in die Augen- t - - - I Híerzu
könnten Reisebeschreíbungen die nützl-ichsten Dien-
ste thun, worinn versucht würde, die haupt,säch-
lichsten deutschen Provínzen, besonders nach ihrer
Verfassung, Relígion, Gelehrsamkeit, Industrie und
Sitten¡ Eo viel ein Reisender davon bemerken kann,
zu schildern. (cít- ín Stewart, Die Reisebeschrei-
bung 253)

Nicol-ai does, horarever,

with carrying out such a. program successfully- He refers to

some of his problems:

[Probleme] an die nicht, jeder denkt, welche man
aber st,ãrker zu empfinden anfängt, je weíter ma.n
in einer Arbeit wie die meínige kommt- Wenn man
den wahren Zustand der Dinge schildern will-: so
muß man freymüthig reden- Tch habe es seit, dreypig
Jahren wohl erfahren, welche bittere Feindschaft
man sich zuziehet, \Â7enn man nur von den Schrift,en
seiner Zeitgenossen freymüthig zu urtheilen T,vagt -
Und nunI Wenn man Vorurtheile in Religionsge-
bräuchen, Mängel in Verfassungen, in Gelehrsam-
keit,, in fndustrie, Besonderheiten in Sitten be-

apprecíate the problems associated
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merken, und seirierr Namen dabey nennen, und die
Scene weder naeh Griechenland noch nach Marokkos
verlegen will, sondern ganz simpel heraussagt: 'In
díesem Land oder Orte in Deutschl-and findet sich
dieses oder jenesl - da ist es wohl sehr schwer zu
aaelenu wo man anfangen und wo man aufhören? was
man sagen oder verschweígen sol1, wenn man Wahr-
heít hervorbringen, durch Wahrheit Nutzen stiften
und doch wíssentlich nicht beleidigen, und doch
schonen wí11-, was des Schonens würdig ist- (cit-
in Stewart, Die Reisebeschreibung 254)

Thus Nicolai openly lobbied for the right to críticize

frankly and forthrightly and to state his honestpersonal im-

pressions truthfullyr flo mat,ter whom it might offend - even

if one wrote about one"s own country- His tool-s were "Wahr-

heit" and "FreSrmüthigkeit"- Both of these expressions,in

fact, became symbols for the new and open "Reieebeschreib-

Ltngen", and were picked up on by numerous contemporaries-

"FreSrmüthig" meant not to hold back or be shy in a subjec-

tíve analysis even of one"s own country- With Nicolai begíns

a new "gattungsgeschichtliche Phase, in der die Reisebe-

schreibung offenkundíg t,endenziös wird" (Stewart, Die Reíse-

beschreibune 255) -

The ideas which Nicolai and his ímitators pursued began

to wield much influence in shaping the genre of travel lit-

eraÈure and thus became the subject of some serious lit,erar;r

crit,icism and debate- A neu' platform of "Freymuthigkeit, "

was being erected which in time, provided for for direct

confrontation and free expression regarding religious in-

stítutions, politícal institut,ione, and social- conditions -



a2

Stewart uses the term "politíscher Brisanz" to describe thís

development, and he writes that: "Man hat,te in der Gattung

ein t---] íd-eales fnstrument entdeckt, die Belange des Bür-

gertums überzeugend vor der Offenlichkeit, zu vertreten"

(Stewart, Díe Reisebesehreibung 259)- The days of subtle and

polite contrasts were over and the publishing of "Reisebe-

schreibungen" had become entrenched aE an important mode of

the formatíon of polit,ícal ideae (Bödeker l-09)-



3-2-6- The Development of the Socía1 and Po1itical

Travel Report

The developments which came about because of the new

concepts relatíng to travel literature in the first three

quarter= of the 18th century point to the st,rengtheníng of

the not,ion that, travel and travel l-iterature waa in a sense

a middle class apparatus whieh could be used to draw eri-

tical comparisons on issues directly affecting it as the

Enlightenment proceeded- As some members of the German

middle clase, partícuIarly civil gervants and businessmen

made their way around Europe they became more familiar with

the inner workings of such neighbouring countries as

England, Flolland, and France- When observations about the

success of the middle class ín these countries filt,ered back

to Germany they began to set a. standard whereby Germans

could measure their own circr:.mstances- Travellers marve]led

at t,he degree of political freedom in England, the religious

freedom and economic prosperity of Holland and later at the

courage and determínat,ion of -r.he French masses- They com-

pared these countries with Germany2 a cor-rntry etill suf-

fering from particularism, living under the yoke of the most

restrictir.¡e trade constrainta, pervasive censorehip, and

C) rJUÙ
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countless petty tyrants and despots, and then realized, in

comparison, how badly off they were- Hence, Iiterature in

the form not only of travel reports but also of emerging

journalistic reports played a pivotal role in creating an

awareness of the contrastg between Germany and other Euro-

pean countries-a6 Griep maintainsrin fact,, that:

Reísebeschreibungen sind so - neben den Prívat-
korrespond.enzen noch während des gesamten 18-
Jahrhunderts wesentlicher Bestandteil- eines Nach-
richtennetzes, das die Ebene der staatl-ichen Ver-
lautbarungen, da='Intelligenzwesen' unterläuft-
( "Reíseliteratur" 7 46-47 )

It would be premature, however, to talk of a new de-

velopment in travel literature which resulted ín direct

hard-hit,ting criticiem- Thís new trend was ín fact still- not

very overt or widespread, partially for the obvious reasorr

that no matter how critical and knowledgeable the middle

class had becomeu until it develaped some kind of collective

idea of class-conscíousness and self-confidence or aome sor-t

of power base, it woul-d logically lack the pragmatic and

practical experience needed to develop a theory of criti-

aeWhat developed was what Bödeker has cal-Ied the "auf-
klärerigche Tnl-andereige" (98) - Both Feitsch, (Ansätze 218)
and Bernhard tr¡leissel, Von wem die Gewalt, ín den St,aaten her-
rührt- Beiträee zu den Ausi^rirkrrnÉen cler Staats¡- r¡ncl flesel l-
schafteauffasgunÊen Ror:sseaus auf Deutschland ím letzten
Viertel des 18- Jahrhunderts, (Berlin: 1968), use the term
"Europäische Orientierung" to describe the move towardg a
European focr-re in travel lit,erature -
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cism- Eut, certainly other factors al-so played ímportant

roles in r-etarding t,he growth of overt critical- expression-

Many of the travellers r¡/ere in the service of their king or

nobl-eman and expressing views unaecepta.ble to their employ-

ere could be hazardous to their livelihood and even ín some

cases to their lives- But this hesítancy was gradually being

overcome and by about 1780 the stage had been set, for more

intensely critical literature; the "aufklärerische Polit,i-

síerungsprozel3" ín travel literature had been ínitíated and

was making its influence felt (Bödeker 1Ll9)-

r¡thíle Nicolai etood out because of his formulation of a

t,heory of critical travel literatureo others wrít,ing at a-

bout the same time, like Ludwig Wekhrlin and Johann l(aspar

Riesbeck, were putting guch ideas into a fully practical and

pragmatíc mode - I¿Iekhrlín with his Reise durch ober-Deutsch-

land in 1778 and Riesbeck with his Bríefe eines reisenden

Franzosen über Deutschland an seinen Bruder zu Paris, pub-

lished l-ater in LTBA had already begun to direct the em-

phasis of t,heir writ,ings towards acute social- criticiem, and

to change the literary ventre to a more political one- On the

basis of the t,itles alone the shift towards examination of

one s immediate surroundings is er¡'i dent- The contents dís-

play an obvious strain between middle cl-asg and aristocratíc

interest,s -

Fiesbeck, for e:lample, whn cal-ls his political orien-

tation "aufgeklärter Absolutismus" (cit- in Feitsch, For-
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sters "Ansíchten" 189)¡ FaVs cl-ose attentíori to the Eforrern-

ing met,hods of the individual dukes and princes in their

respective princípalit,ies- Peit,sch explains: "die einzelnen

Fürsten werden auf Teilgebieten mit,einander vergl-ichen; eine

besondere Rolle spielen der Ämterkaufrdie Steuerungerechtíg-

keit und die Verschwendung der öffent,lichen Finanzen"

(Forsters "Ansicht,en" 1Bg) - The following quotation taken

from Riesbeck-s work shows his posítion and demonstrat,es his

frank and open tone:

Während die Größeren Höfe Deut,schlands ihre Wirt-
schaft, und Verwaltung soviel als möglich zu ver-
einfachen und in ihren Staaten die strengste Oko-
nomie einzuführen suchen, herrscht unter den
kl-eineren noch eine Verschwendung, Pracht und
Scheinl-iebe, die all-e Schranken und beinahe auch
allen Glauben übersteigt- (cít,- in Peitsch 19O)

The writers referred to eventually became popular e.i{-

amples for many of the later Jacobin writers of travel lit,-

erature who looked to Riesbeck"s and Wekhrlin"s t,ravel- des-

cript,ions as import,ant inspirations for their own critical-

--i 
___eJilrl.'eÈr¡J_L(JllÈt -



3-2-7 - ïravel Literature ín the üonte:ct of

the French Revolution

As t,he F'rench Revol-utíon neared, not only were writers

of German travel literature becoming evermore educatedu

cast,ing an increaeingly critical eyÊ upon the world around

them; a heightened sense of social- responsibilíty prompted

more travellers to take up the pen in defense of their own

ideas and observatíons- When on the 14th of July, 1789, the

Bastille fell at the hands of an angry and passionate French

mob, the end was drawing near for the French monarchy and

its previously unassailable position atop the pyramid of

feud-al- porÀier- The coneequences of the eli¡nínation of the

F'rench monarchy reverberated- a1l- across Europe and particu-

larly in the neighbouring German-speaking Lands to the eagt-

To say that the events of the French Revoluiicin have had an

impact on world history forever is to state the obvious, but

it must be nc¡ted that its eonsequences for Germany were par-

ticul-arl-y acute- Part of the l-aeting effects and- conditions

resulting from the occi-rrrences in France is owed to some de-

Elres to the flædgling journalistic movement in Germanj' of

which the writers of travel- literature -iÊrer-e a- part - Thnse

87
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i¡¡ho ventured to Paris and reported first-hand theír obser-

vations and impressíons and who shaped. German publ-ic opinion

with their enthusiastic and encouraging support and positive

attítude towards the init,ial ideals "liberte, egalite and

fraternite" had a profound infl-uence on future developments

ín Germany-

Heinrich Campe vüas one of the first and prohably also

one of t,he most influential of the Germans to be in Paris

almost from the outset of the Revol-ution- A list of those

who fol-l-owed him there later reade l-ike a veritable "v¡ho-s

who" of l8th centur-y Gerrnan democratíc and l-iterary circles-

ïncluded are men such as Georg Forster, Gerhard Ant,on von

Hal-em, Georg Kerner, Adclf Freíherr von Knígge, and Andreas

Georg Friedrich Rebmann-

In this early phase of the Revolution a great euphoria

and an eager reception of the turn of events can he detec-

ted, not just by travel-lers but also by a large part of the

intell-ectual community- ïndícatíve of their ent,husiaam was

an "aufkl-ärerischen Optimismus" (Ruiz 232), and these "Frei-

heitspilger", ãs Ruiz calls themu "standen i - - - ] bei allen
persönlichen Nuancen grundsätzlich positiv zum nei.ten Evan-

gelium der Freiheit,, Gleichheit and Erüderl-ichkeit- (Rui=

232) - As a result, a writer"s trip to Paris soori began to

assume the character of "einIes] Gl-aubensbekenntnissIes] "

(Ruíz 232) - Excerpts from Campes Bríefe aus Paris, (1790)
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prove wit'h exactly what degree of zeal- and joy the events

were encountered:

So vorbereitet erreichten wir endlich hint,er
Suevrain die Grenze des freigewordenen Galliens-
Die Empfindungen, welche sich meiner bemächtigten,
al-s wir hier auf einmal- an den Hüten und Mützen
aller, welche uns begegneten - Bürger und Bauern,
Greise und Knabbenu Priester und Bett,ler das
Symbol der glücklich errungenen Freiheit, die
französische Kokarde, und die frohen, auf ihren
nunmehrigen Vorzug vor andern Völkern stolzen Ge-
sichter, welche darunter hervorglänztenu erblíck-
ten, kann ich Thnen nicht begchreiben- Ich hätte
die ersten, die uns so begegneten, umarmen mögen-
Es waren¡ so schien es mir, keine F-ranzosen mehr,
meine Reisegefährten und ích hatten, unserm dama-
ligen Gefühl nach und in Bezíehung auf sie,
gleichfalls für den Augenblick aufgehört, Branden-
burger und Braunsehweiger zu sein- Aller National-
unterschied, alle Nationalvorurteil-e schwanden da-
hin- Jene \,úaren wieder zum Besits ihrer lange ent-
behrten Menschenrechte gelangt; wir auf unserer
Seíte fühlt,en gleichfalls, - und wohl- mir, daF ein
Braunschweiger díes noch fühlen kann und unt,er dem
Schutze sei.nes großen und edlen FÍirsten dies noch
füh1en darf , - daÊ wir Menschen BTaren- (12-13)

For a timeu the happenings in France formed the central

theme for travel literature in Germany- Archenhol-z writ,es:

Die Französische Revolution verdrängt durch ihr
gewaltiges Interesse aIl-es, die besten Gedichte
bleiben ungelesen, man greíft nur noch nach Zeít,-
ungen und sol-chen Schrift,en, die den politischen
Heißhunger stillen- (cit- in Ruiz 235)

Obviously t,ravel literature

for as Ruiz asserts: "zu

Reíseberichte" , and: " [m] it

had faund its political niche"

diesen Schríften gehörten díe

der Französieche Revolution



entstand also ein neuer

politische Reísende" (Ruiz 233) - This new political aware-

ness a]so made its effects felt on the travel l-iterature

Discussion at this time began to centre on the degree

of political subjeet,ivity aeceptable under the nev¡ condi-

tions- Whereas Nicolai sti1l tríed to preserve some sort of

balance between socíal and political- criticism and descrip-

tive information, others no longer felt obliged to do so

given the weig'ht of their task- Campe, for instance, writes

as foll-ows:

90

Typ des Reísenden, nämlích der

Sie erwarten nun sicher nicht, mein lieber T-, daß
ich Sie in ganz Paris herumführe, Ihnen eine ort-
liche Beschreibung davon machen und die soglenarìn-
ten Sehenswurdigkeiten dieser unermeßlichen Stadt
Ihnen der Reihe nach aufzählen sol-l-- i- - - I Ï,rTas
sind steínerne Pa11äste, was Tempel und Denkmäler
an eínem Ort,e, wo man jetzt eben damit beschäftigt
ist, ein unvergänglíchesEhrendenkmal unseres Jahr-
hundertg, das erhabene Gebäude eine auf Vernunft
und Recht, gegründeten neuen Konstitution uu er-
richten? Was sind tote GemäIde und Bildsäulen,
rührten sie auch von den ersten Meistern der Welt
her, zu eíner Zeít, da man das große Schauspiel
eines ganzen der Sklaverei entrorìnenen Volkes in
den Momenten seiner polit,ischen und moralischen
Wiedergeburt beobachten kann, indem es beschäftigt
ist, seine Ketten vollends abzustreifen, um nun
das Ungeheuer, welches sie geschmiedet und sie íhm
angelegt hatte die wílJ-kürliche Al-l-eíngewalt
selbst damit zu fessel-n? Wer mag hier jet,zt etwas
anderes sehen, oder vrer t- - - ] mae von etr¿ras ande-
rem reden oder gar eeínen abwesenden Freunden von
etwas anderem sehreiben als von diesem einzigen
großen Volksschauspiel, welches die gar'ze Seel-e
des erstaunten Zuschauers unwiderst,ehlich auf sich
zíeht, und festhäIt? Al-so weg mit allemp was Síe in
dem 'Sejour de Paris- in den 'Curiosites de
Pari s', in dem 'Guide des etrangers" und in zu¡an-
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zig anderen Kompilationen dieser Art umständlicher
und vollständíger besehrieben finden, als ich es
ihnen beschreiben kann und mag- (146)

And llalem makes t,he followinEf eomment:

ïch hätte zì.r viel na.chzuhohl-enp wenn ich alle
Gebäud-e und Plätze nennen und beschreiben wollte,
die wir naeh und nach auf r-rnseren Z:ugen besucht
haben- Man findet das auch an den anderen Orten
beschrieben- Ich weíl-te also lieber bei dem, Þras
man nicht findet- Interessanter wäre €sr glaube
ich, für Sie, unter die Menschen in ihrem jetzigen
exaltierten Zustande geführt zu werden, wo es mir
möglich war? bin ich in ihrer Mit,te Eleinreserr, und
habe gesucht, die Sitten lebendíg, wie sie vor mir
auffliegen, zu haschen- (292-93)

Thus there wa.s a, distinct movement towards a heavy con-

centration on reporting and "riving" the prevalent social

and political circumstances and "[a]ls neu erscheint auch

der bewußte Verzícht auf umfassende Beobachtung und ordnende

ïnformation" (Griep, "Reisel-iteratur" 750) - This tactic
which campe also puts to good use is evident in his emotíon-

al and. impassioned description of hís percept,ion of the

French Revolution- soon writers like Campe (who was ín Paris

during the Revolution) without necessarily making it theír

e:{preas aim, wrote great propaganda for the new state of

affairs in France through the direct and open partisanshíp

w-hich came t,o the fore- campe-s descriptione in Br-iefe aus

Paris:
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i---l et,ellen einerseíts eine radíkalisíerte
hleiterentwicklung der von Nicolai geforderten
Freimütigen Reisebeschreibungen dar, t---] an-
derseits sínd síe aber auch von einer subjektiven
Begeisterung getragen- (Stewart, "Gesell-schafts-
politieche Tendenzen" 35)

intelleetuals, however,

During the heat of the Revolution, not all writere and

jectívity the most suitabl-e way to describe the events- Some

felt etrongly that a. ]evel head had t,o be r.etaíned which

could disting"uish between emotional subjectivity and t,he ob*

jective truth whích was in fact for most men of t,he Enligh-

tenment the highest and moet laudable of all goals- Rebmann

wrote:

saw in hís e]ítreme polit,ícal sub-

Wer t - - - I Gemälde aus der Wirklichen Welt aufstel-
len, werp wie ein Architekt, den Riß eines fehler-
haft,en Gebäude [sic] liefern wíll, damit man es
lesen lerne¡ muÊ selbst, den Reiz des Gemäldes auf-
opfern um eine lrlahre Darst,ellung zu l-íefern-
( Kosmopolitische þlanderunEen 34 )

ïn relation to the propagandistic effect of the reporte

emanating from France, it is important to note that over and

above their pure journalistic or news value was the fact

t,hat the practícal nature

fru-itful cont,rast to the situation ín Germany:

lV-aren die Reísebeschreibungen uber das revolutio-
näre Frankreich schon deshalb politisch gefährlich
Eo stellte sích unbestreitbar Zündstoff darz so-
weit sie zum Vergl-eich mit den deutschen Zuständen
reízen muFten und ausdrüklich oder implizite eine
I(ritik an besagten Zuständen enthielten- T¡'Iaren síe

of the description provid.ed a
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doch dem französischen AncienRegime durchaus ver-
gleiehbar- (Ruiz 238)

And proof of the potent,ia.l polit,ical danger of the

travel lit,erature comes from the rankg of the conservative

and reaetionary forces at the time- Their reactions in the

press and el-sewhere to the reports emerging from France de-

monstrate that they \¡¡ere concerned with t,he possible side

effects- c-E- Brandes, an outspoken critic of t,he Revolution

at the time, felt for instanceu that:

Die schriftlichen und mündl-ichen
Reisenden vermehren vollends das
die Revolution- (cít- in Stewart,
politische Tendenzen" 37) -

Ceneorshíp, too , was , of course , t ight,ened and pub-

lishers at times added disclaimers at, the beginning of texts

dealing with the Revoli¿tion- Stewart, believes that:

Umfang und Umständl-ichkeit dieser Vorsichtsmaf3-
nahmen machen deutlích, mit welcher Brisanz die
neue Spielart der politischen Reisebeschreibung
behaftet srar- ( "Gesellschaftspolitische Tenden-
zen" 38)

But t,he direction in travel literature taken by men

such as Campe and Hal-em is only one of two distinct trends

forged by the heat of the French Revolution_ "Generell

l-assen sich zweí Typen von Reiseberíchten beí den deutschen

Jakobínern unterscheiden: der mehr informierende und der

Nachrichten von
lrlohlwolIen gegen

"Gesellschafts-
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mehr agít,atorische Typus" (Stephan 178) - Campe and Halem

sought to fulfíl a need to inform and in doíng eo con-

sciousl¡r or unconsciously glorified the events taking place-

Theír duties, however, were those of the journalist provid-

ing first-hand original information regarding the actual

occurrences taking place:

Sie wollten dem Leser über die Veränderungen im
Nachbarl-and Informationen aus erster Hand bieten,
den von konservativen Kreisen verbreiteten Vorur-
teilen über die Revolution in Frankreieh mit, Fak-
ten entgegengtreten und dem Leser die Vorzüge der
republikanischen Staatsform verdeutlichen- (Ste-
phan 178)

But, if the travel l-iterature of these two men represents a

"mehr informierende" type of "Reigebericht", then men such

as Forster, Rebmann, and Knigge fell into the category of

the "mehr agitatorische" type-

This second, more agglressive type of travel l-iterature

díd not necessapily stem directly from France or Paris (-1-

though some of it did) but often from within Germany-s oÞ¡rì

borders- The tradítion of the "europäische Orientíerung" had

become even more precise as German Jacobin writers began to

focus more specifically on Germany- However, they did so not,

to present a neat geographícal- or statística] anal-y-sisu but

rather to expose the shortcomings of a wel-l--known area or

city by placing it,s characterístics into direct eontrast

with the exciting developments in Paris and with the ídeal-s
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of the French Revolutíon- With thís emphasíe on a German-

orientated "Reisebeschreibung i- - -] verfolgten die Jakobiner

díe Absicht, dem Leser Einsieht in die polit,iechen und so-

zialen Verhält,nigse zLt vermitteln und die Ungerechtigkeit

des Feudalsystems Eu brandmarken" (Stephan 178)-

The Jacobin's target audience was still the enlightened

and educated middle class, but the writers" sympathies lay

wíth t,he middle and lower classes who euffered most a's a

result of t,he political constellations in their own cor-lntry-

The objects of their corlcsrn were uníversal, ntLmerot-ls, and

wíde-spread and included such t,hings as human rights,

eeonomíc backwardness, revolution, and censorshíp, but the

biggest targets vrere the Church and the nobílity whích were

most often singled out for criticísm and calls for reform or

abol ition -

ït should be pointed out that thege travel- reports

which now appeared in Germany were not rabid attacks on

government per se, nor vrere they calls for the execut,ion of

all nobility- The pervading trend towards Enlightenment by

peaceful means and calls for Enlightened "Despots" was by

and large continued ín travel l-íterature- Few if any of the

writers were seekíng the head of the king; rather- they

sought to redefine a nobl-e"s role in a benevolent, unselfish

and moral government- Attacks were, therefore, seldom di-

rected at the Crown, but rather at the abuses of lesser

nobl-es and the suffocating government institutions and
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literatur" (757)), as well as at other concerns such as

absentee landlords, bribery, nepotism, simony, and other

prevalent abuses by unchecked nobility and the Roman

Catholic Church-

as Rebmann"s

Deutschlands

Fítting ínto the mould described above are works such

von Brabant,, tr'landern" Hol,]and, Engl-and und Frankreich im

g6

Bürokratíe" u Gríep, "Reise-

Ar:ril-, Mai und

einer Reise aus LothrínÊen nach Niedersachsen geschrieben

Kosmopolit,ische Ï¡tanderungen durch ein Theil

( 1793 ) , and Georg Kerner " s

(1798), Forster's

Niederlande und Teutschl-and

and Wekhrl-ín left off , the men writ,íng these travel reports,

the true Jacobín and other l-ess political writers of travel

Junius 179t

lit,erature demonstrated a

out the perceiwed injustíces in no uncerta.ín terms- Their

Ansícht,en r¡om Níederrhein

favourit,e method was still to draw comparisons as we see in

Rebmann"s comments in his Kosmopolit,ísche hlanderuneen:

(l-791), Knigge-s Briefe" auf

Briefe über F"r;rnlrrei ch - d i e

(7797) - Taking up where Rieeheck

Blicke noch einmal zurück auf jene Pal-ästeo blicke
auf die geputzten Spaziergänger und dann schnello
ohne dein Auge zu wenden, hieher! Hieher auf die
jämmerlichen Hütten, die den hal-bnackten Bewohnern
den Einsturz drohen, auf Menschen, die unter
schnarrenden Strumpfwíkerstühl-en mit Mühe durch
ununterbrochene sitzende Arbeit sich vom Hunger-
tode zu retten vermögen, auf verkrüppel-te Kinder,
schmutzig und blaß - kurz auf lauter Gegenstücke,
die ein feindseliger Zauberer dir auf jene Bilder
der Pracht und des Reíchtums vors Auge gestellt zu
haben scheint- An jenem Ende der Stadt bet,äubt,e
dich das Rassel-n der Karossen, hier hö¡-st du nur

confrontational natrrre and laid
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das Seufzen einer Mutter, die für ihre Kleinen
keín Brot hat, oder höchstens die eínförmige Melo-
díe eines geistlichen Liedes, die den Magen zur
Ruhe l-uIlen soll dort stauntest du über die
prächtíge Livree des Läufers? hier muß eíne arme
FamíIie die Materiallien dazu um einen unglaublich
geringen Preis verarbeíten, damit, der Kaufmann dem
Müßiggän€Br, der seinen Bedienten mit Aufwand ei-
ner Sunme kleidets wovon diese årme Famílie eín
Jahr l-ebt, desto leichter und länger Kredit geben
kann - díe Federn, díe auf der Promenade vom Kopf
der stolzen Fabrikanten herabwehtenu triefen vom
Schweiße díeser Unglücklichen, deren vielleichtjeder in dieser lrloche einige gehoffte Groschen
weniger erhäItu damít jene dann am Sonntage desto
leíchter einige Louisd"ors verspielen kann - hier
verkauft, eine verzweifelnde Mut,ter ihre einzige
Tochter ins F'reudenhai-lså weiht sie zirm Opfer des
Lasters? llm Brot auf einige Wochen zu ha.ben, wäh-
rend unter den Linden die Kupplerin das durch den
Mensehenhandel gewonnene Geld mit einem Bezahlten
t - - - I durchbríngt- Oh, Freundl jene Paläste ín
eine und die Tränen díeser Unglücklichen in die
andere Schal-e, welche wíegt, schwerer, díe des
menschlichen Glücks oder die des menschlichen
El-ends? ( 95-96 )

The direct, confrontation between "Bildern der Pracht"

"Bíldern des Elendg" exercises a powerful criticism, and

stephan wrítes: "zíelte auf die emotionale Mobilisierung

Lesers" (l-79)-

For men l-ike Rebmann and Forster, it was particularly

the poor and the downtrodden iuho aroused their sympathies

and whose plight poínted to a foul political, economicu and

social- syst,em- Granted, to earlier enlight,ened travell-ers
the pervading idea was that although the cauge 1ay somewhere

it could be corrected; thie l-ater more critical- considera-

tion held that these evils pointed t,o seríous mismanagement

on the part of governments and rul-ers- Rebmann also takes

-_ld.llLl

AS

des
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the opportuníty in hís travel report. WanderunHen und Krel-rg-

züge durch einen Theil Deutschlands to critícize openly

thclse who are to blame for the círcumstances being as they

are- The finger points directly at the "absolutistische

Bürokratie":

Diese Leute gleíchen Échwämmenu díe sich in Blut,
und Tränen vollsaugen- Sie haben keínen Begriff
davon, daß sie Staatsdiener sind, sondern das In-
teresse des Fürsten ist ihre Losung, welches sie
sorgfältig von dem Interesse des Volkes abzuson-
dern verstehen, ob sie gleích dies heilige fnter-
esse immer sorgfältig zum Deckmantel brauchen-
(cit- in Griep, Reiseliteratur 757)

The hoards of beggars and impoverished people in

gave Fcirgter impetus for his own cclnclusions as to

p1íght- Al-thnugh for him these unfortunate people a.re

"Raubbienen", they are compared on the other end

scale with the nobility who seemíngly offer them no

choice for existence-

Das sicherste Zeíchen eines zerrütteten, schl,echt
eingerichteten, kranken Staats hat man immer da-
ran, wenn er eine gr-o$e bCenge MÍiÊiggänger nährt,-
Der F1eiÊige, der die Früchte seines Schweíl3es mit
diesen Raubbienen t,heilen muß, kann sich endlich
des Gedankens nicht erwehren, daß man die unbil-
ligst,e Forderung an ihn thut., indem man geiner
Redlichkeit die St,rafe auferlegt, die eigentlich
strafwürdigen Faullenser zu füttern- Die natür-
lichee Lrnvermeidliche Folge dieser Refl-exion ist,
-Þlenn man sich zu schwach fühlt dem úbel- abzuhel--
fen, eine tödliche Gleichgültígkeit gegen das ge-
meine Beste, gegen die Verfassung sel-bst, - Wel-cher
Staat kann publ-ic spirit von seinen Bürgern erwar-
ten, wenn er síe mißhandelt,? Es ist gleichviel, ob
ein Despot oder eine Horde von Bettlern die F"rei-

Cologne

their

cal-1ed

of the

other



oo

heit des arbeítsamen, tugendhaften Eürgers ver-
nichtet; díeee Ungerechtígkeít muÊ der Staat al_le-
mal büFen- (Werke II,415- )

Forster-s condemnation of the city of Aachen, in medi-

eval times a t,hrivíng and vibrant city, is transmítted

t'hrough a comparison of the more economically successful

areas around it- Those who must take the blame range from

the nobility, to the ühurch and t,o the outdated guilds:

Um sie her, auf allen Seiten, sind nach und nach
ansehnliche Staaten ent,standen; der F1eil3, die
Freiheit und das Gl-ück haben im Wetteífer mit ein-
ander vielen neuen Städten einen Grad von blùhen-
dem l,tIohlstand geschenkt, den Handel ín andere Ka-
näIe geleitet, den Geist der Menschen entwickelt
und gebildet, wie er an einem vereinzelten Orte,
und bei hartnäckiger, blinder Anhängtichkeit a.n
altes Herkommen, nicht mít fortrücken konnte- So-
dann aber haben die Tyr-annei des Aberglaubens, die
noch immer gegen andersgeeinnte Relígionsparteien
wút,ht,et und die Nichtkatholiken von manchen Vor-
rechten des Bürgers a'usschließt, die Wuth der par-
teien, die unaufhörlich um die A1leínherrschaft
einer nur dem Namen nach freien Reichsstadt kämpf-
ten, und endlích der finst,ere Despotismus der
Zünfle, uur Sitt,enverderbniß' ul-lr Verblendung tiber
das wahre Beste des gemeínen Wesens und des eín-
zelnen Bürgers , zu.m MüÊiggang, z:ur Bettelei und
z:ur Entvölkerlrng kräftig mítgewirkt- Wo ist der
Wohlstand der so vielen ihn untergrabenden Feinden
widerstehen könnte? hlas ächte Bürgertugend alleín
wíder die ùbrì-gen ungünstigen Umstände vermocht
hätt,e, stehet dahín; mit íhr hat man díe Probe
nicht gemacht,und ohne sie verblühen die Staaten,
selbst im SchooÊe des Glücksl (Werke f f , 4TB) -

It ís evident from

l-ike Rebmann and Forst,er

of understanding of the

the abor¡e excer-pts, that wr-itere

demonstrate a. considerahle degree

socíal and economic factors lvhích
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they e:rpress noL just in empty rhetoríc and polemícs, but

rather in an íntelligent and careful analysis of líving

conditions in a social and economie context- As part of a

truly polítícal agenda, these men? throug'h theír travel

reports, provided useful and interesting ínformation to t,he

reader, and no doubt, helped ín part to instill some senae

of the democratic and revolutionary ídeals enanatíng from

the French Revolution-

While many writers of t,ravel literature in Germany

continued to follow this agenda, it must be acknorçledged

t,hat in the end the wildly enthusiastic and euphoric nature

of the reception of German travel literat,ure and its reac-

tion to the French RevoluLion had serious negative effects

on the politjcal travel report in the long term- The new

biting nature of the travel literature was countered by

extremel-y t,ight censorship in Germany- Thus, in the short

term at l-east, rather than increasing personal freedom, the

reins of censorship 'were in general pulled ever tighter.

Evidence comes to us once again in the form of book reviews,

this time in the Neuen allgemeine deutsche Bibliot,hek of the

anonymously pu

(L792) (later attributed to J-F- Reichard) in v¡hich the re-

viewer writes:

blished Vertrauten Briefe über Frankreích

Wie der Vf- heiÊt, wíssen wir nicht, und wenn wir
es auch wuf3ten: so würden wir uns wohl hütten,
seinen Namen den lit,erarischen und politischen



More than anything elge though, the dra.stíc turn of
events in the French Revolution had a profound and lasting
effect on the substance of travel l-iterature- The Jacobin

terror and the executíon of the French Kíng ín LT7Z red di-
rectly to writers eh3ri¡g away from owert polítical content
in their travel report,s- The execution was shocking enough

for most people; the rapíd spreading of violent and radical
upheaval from the dept,hs of the lower cl-asses, however, díd
perhaps more to frighten and upset t,he more "Enlightened"

middle-and upper-cl-ass Germans who fert they could rely on a

more rational and intelligent reform and overhaul of e:<-

isting political ínstitut,íons (stewart, "GeEellschafts-
pol-itische Tendenzen" 3B) - The threat was not onry perceived

but in some ways also very real- ín ite ramifications for
travellers- The xenophobic nature of t,he French Jacobin

dictatorship led to a distrust of many things not F'rench;

indeed there existed a very real danger to travelfers who

Ìúere sometímes harassed on suspicion of being spies or traí-

tors to the cause of the Revol-ution (Ruiz zAL)- Thie was not
necessarily a deterrent to the many German Jacobins seekíng

refugle ín France, for part,iculary after the collapse r:f the
republic at Mainz in 1793, a steady stream of exil-es travel--
led to France to escape persecu.tion- with men such as

F'orgter and Rehmann "díe in Franlcreich ein Asyl gegen den

Spürhunden, deren Zahl
geben- (NADB, B L794:

1t1

ímmer gröper wird, Preis ulr
558 )
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Zugríff der Reaktíon guchten und fanden, wur-de eine Tradi-

tíon gegründet der im 19- Jahrhundert manche wertvol-le Reí-

seberichte zu verdanken sind" (Ruíz 242) - Thus these men

formed a group of hard-core, embittered, díehard Jacobíns

whou amíd a Elenera.l German backlash and anti-revolutionary

sentiment, cont,ínued to hol-d out hope for far-reaching re-

forms or even for a revolution in their homeland, and in ex-

pounding their basic posítions in t,heir travel literature

laid the foundat,ions for those who were to foll-ow after

them-

As a resul-t a nev¡ trend in travel literature came about

in which disillusionment, resignation, and a subsequent

shift away from political content. took place- This led to

what som€ scholars cal-l- the "Entpolitisierung des Reisebe-

richts" (Ruiz 248; Stewart)- Because of the turn of events

in France, the reading public seemed to l-ose its interest in

purely political literature, and those journalistic orgaris

which only a few years earlíer had made politics the number

one cause were now calling for the end, or at l-east the mod-

eration, of the politicization of the t,ravel- report- Consi-

der, for example, the review which appeared in the Neue all-
gemeine deutsche Biblíothek in L796 of A- Molt,ke-s Reise

nach Mainz:

Dae ganze besteht auslauter Rhapsodien, díe offen-
bar beweisen, ês sey dem Verf- nicht, sowclhl darum
zu thun ge\#esene u.ns seíne Reise zu erzählen, als
v'ielmehr auszusaÊlen? isie und ioias er über Menschen-
rechte, 'Freyhei'c und Gleichheit, über urrsere deu-
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tsche National- und bürgerliche Verfassung, über
die französische Revolution und ihre Folgen, und
uber ähnliche, jetzt üblíche Modemat,erien denke-
(NADB, 2t 1796: 92)

The attítude of this reviewer stood ín direct contrast to
the recently held position which made políticaL content the

responsíbility of every author- ïn t,he face of this develop-

ment one canr according to some schol-arg, point to a consís-

tent trend of "Entpolítieierung" and eventually "Eekapi=mi-r.s"

(Ruiz and stewart), in which wrít,ers of travel líterature

attempted to set an agenda of "Freiheit von jeder poli-

tischen, wissenschaftlichen oder sonstigen Zweckbestimrnung"

(Stewart, "Gesellschaftspolitische Tendenøen" 41)- Travel

reports about the idyllic surroundings of the Swiss AIps and

st'ory-book Swiss villages surfaced and filled the void er.--

ísting in those readers who no longer sought, an abundance of
po1ítical content:

[S]o könnte man ohne ubertreåbung von einer Stei-
gerung díeser Gleichgült,igkeit íns regelrecht
Zynische sprechen- (Stewart, "Gesell-schaftspol-
itische Tendenzen" 44)

One cannot deny, however, that the Jacobin writers such

as tr'orster, Rebmann and Becker, still contínued t,o observe a

sol-id t,raditíon of well-written, cz'itica1ly appreciated
t,ravel lit,erature which added greatly to the development of
lhe Elenre and continued to aid the cause of reform- Griep,
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for example, sees in these men wríters of "progressive[n]

Reisebeschreibungen" ("Reiseliteratur" 782) and disagreee

with Stei'sart by statíng that men such as Becker are reFre-

sentatíve of a group of writers which ev€n in the last five

years of the century, sought to use travel literature as an

active element in hastening political change, and in so

doing laid the foundations for the next generation of wri-

ters of travel- líterature, Heine, Börne, and Gutzkow-



4- Johann Níkolaus Becker

t,o the Travel- Líterature of

"Becker (Johann

Wetzlar, Wien, Berlin

So begins the short, but,

in the definitive register of

eelehrte Teutechland oder

4-1- General Comments

and hís Contributions

the Eighteenth Century

Schriftstel-ler ( TX: 70 ) -

Nikolaus) D- der. R.

und London): geb-

Unfortunately the above is about as comprehensive a

contemporary biography that one is able to find on Becker-

With the exception of the above entry and one other in the

sane source (Xï: 55), it has been left, up to obscure per-

sonal accounts of some of his contemporaríese some tr>aren-

thetical- references regarding him in other works, his ornrn

limited lit,erary output, and some subsequent research in the

last ten years to piece together what tr7e now know about this

interesting man who, to scholars of l8th century travel lit-

erature has become an increasingly important German v¡riter-

105

important biography of Becker

living authors of the day, Das

Lexikon der -i etzt I etrenclen

zu Paris (.¡orher zu

zu Beilstein 1773-"
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lcentioned earlier ín this treatíse (ch- z) was the fact
that most of what we can now positively account for, insofar
as Becker, hís life, and his works are concerned, is owed t,o

the work of worfgang Gríep- rt had been my intent,íon at the
outset, of my own research to offer new facts ahout Beeker

and augment what I init,ially felt was sketchy information by

Griep, but f was limit,ed by the unavailabílity of and actregs

to certain important materials- I díd, however, in the

course of my own research and perusal of the original texts
of Becker-s works encounter some correlations t,hat were not
ímmedíately obviolrsz but which I hope will offer further en-

líghtenment on my subject in the remainder of t,his thesís-
Naturally those questíons which have until now not been an-

swered will form the basís for further study of Becker's

works- A]though the produet of my research may not be neces-

sarily ¡lew or prorrocative u T hope that it rçil] make an hon-

est cont,ribution to the overall understanding of Becker and

his works in the context, of other travel literature of the

i-Bth century- The genre of traver líterature has been, r

trugt, tr-eated compe'cent,ly in the fírst part of the thesís,
and r hope that its overall- connection to Becker, his life
and his works, which has been the primary concern, will
ÊBrve to sharr:en and au.Eit¡lent ou.r overall understanding of
this time-period- My own work makes a eontributícin by t,he

fact, f haveu €oing beyond previous treatments of Becker,

brought to the fore a well-rounded picture of his ín-



teresting and entertaíning biography and his

works in the context of travel literature a.s

18th centu-ry-

r07

known published

a whol-e in the



Beilstein íst ein schmutziger, kleíner und sehr unbe-
deutender Ort, der ehemals dem Grafen von Metternich -Winneburg gehörte, der hier zwei Beamten hatte-
Busching und all-e Geographen thun diesem elenden Neste
von kaum funfzig [eíc] über einander hängenden echmu-
tzigen Häusern und Hütten die Ehre âR: es eíne St,adt zrt
nennen, und zr^Tar díe Hauptstadt des gräflichen Gebíets-
Mir war es unmöglích, dabei nicht in ein lautes Geläch-
ter auszubrechen. (Beschreibung 356)

4 -2 - Biography

These are Becker-s words ín the last of his travel reports-

Nowhere in his writings does he acknowledge t,he fact that, he

was born there, but at present we have no need to doubt the

assertíon of Gelehrtes

indeed the case-

Very littl-e ís known about hís childhood- That he was

schooLed, houtever, in Kobl-enz becomeg clear in the course of

his writings (BeschreibunE, Tntro- XIII)- This fact would

l-ead us to surmise that his parents were perhaps not typícal

inhabítants of Eeilst,einp âs schooling for a young child

elsei,rhere would have been costly and thus points to some

mobílity on the part of his parents who v¡ould either have

had the money to send him there anå/or the freedom to be

able to relocate there-17

1tB

Teutschl-and t,hat in 1773 this was

aTfn his articl-e in
Griep has suggested that
meister" - a" i';ine butler

Wal-ter Ki11:¡"s Literatur-Lexikon,
Becker-s father -!das a "Kef ler-

or cellar manager- Although thís
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To assume that, Becker's famíly was üatholic l,øould algo

be míssing the mark- Despíte the fact that the overwhelming

majority of the populatíon in thie regíon of Germany was

Catholic, Beeker clearly aseerts his adherence to the

Prot,estant confession (úber Mainz 38) and at one point re-

lates the problems he encountered as a Protestant growing up

ín a predominately Cat,holic community (Beschreibung 119) -

Further signs of Becker having come from a family of at

least some means' are evídent ín the fact that he attended

the University of Mainz at the beginning of his studies-

Becker says himself that Mainz was Ðne of the more expensive

cít,íes for a student to live in (über Mainz 37 ) , so his

attendance at Universíty suggests that he came from at least

a míddl-e class background which did not represent, the norm

for this area, partÍcularly in consideration that at that,

time, the Mosel- Valley was economically stagnant-

For reasens we do not ful1y understand, however, Eecker

transferred his studies from Mainz to the Uníversity at Göt-

t,ingen in i-793- He does not just,ify this change an¡rurhere in

his writings, but one logical reason we can put forward in

explanation is that Göttingen was at the t,ime consídered the

foremost university for l-íberal--minded int,ellectuals and ad-

herents of the Enlightenment- Göt,tingen must have appealed

to his emergent, interest in political and gclcial- ideas-

job was probably carried out at the court of the dukee one
woul-d be hard-pressed to ascríbe wealth to a person holdíng
such a position- Suestiong in this reEiard remaín_
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Furthermore, we do know that the letters in úber Mainze were

written to a friend who wae studying at that univereity-

This fact no doubt provides a clue for Becker"s mot,ivation-

Before leaving ÞCaínz, Becker had already published his

fírst travel report entít,led über Mainz (1792), whích was an

account of hís perceptíons about, the city from the point of

view of his life as a student there-

The next set of dat,es that we mugt scrut,inize for

Becker-s biography, however, begin to l"ead us into some

confusion- According to Becker (Fraemente 2OA) he was in

Göttingen in the surnmer of IT94- Thís stilt seems probable-

Griep, in addition, has pinpointed Becker's graduation from

this uníversit,y as having taken place in 1796 - After t,hat,

he, like many other young lawyers, would have headed to

Wetzlar to begin hís apprentíceehip- Why then, in his first,

l-etter of the Fraement,e, dated March 1796, does he assert

that he has already been in Vietzlar for one and one half

years? This would place his graduation sometime in 7794-

FurthermoreÞ we know that Wetzlar wag afso a' very expensive

city to live in and that the average time of an apprentice-s

stay there was six months (Goethe lasted only five) - How can

one explain Becker having been there so long? Al-so? even if

GrieF has somehow placed his date of graduation íncorrectly,

if Becker had indeed been in Wetzl-ar for one and one half

years, this s¡oul-d account for a time of study in Göttingen

of a mere one and one half years, a much shorter time than
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the normally requíred three years for a student of juris-

prudence- In any event some questíons remain to be answered

regarding Becker"s movements during these years-

Further questions surround Becker"s next movements- A

mere three monthe after his last, letter from Wetzlar we are

confronted with the news that Becker, in June of 1796, is ín

Vienna- Neíther through hie travel reports nor throì-lelh sec-

ondary literature do we know exactly what he wae doing ín

this city- Granted, Gelehrtes Teutschland-s allusion to

Becker"s invol-vement in legal circles there can be corrobo-

rated through the author's enlightening description of the

"Reichshofrath" (Fraement,e 577 ff - ), but Becker himself

rrever clearly states his reason for ha-¡irrg gone to Víenna-

Through his description of the Uníversíty there: wê can also

hypothesize t,hat he may have been in its employ (Fragmente

70, L24) - Griep also puts forward the theory that he may

have been there in the service of hís l-ord, the Duke of

Metternich-l{ínneburg, who was the reígning Duke at BeiI-

steín, but who had for many years made his residence at the

court of the Emperor in Vienna- This possibility is rein-

forced by later evidence which suggests that Becker accom-

panied the Duke to Rastatt to attend the t,alks there leading

to the "Rastat,ter Frieden-"

Whatever Becker-s reason for being there wasz we know

from his last letter from Viennau that l{apoleon had appeared

at the doorstep of Vienna in April L7Ð7, and that Becker had
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to obey an edict stating t,hat all foreigners must leave the

city- He did so, a¡rparently without the accompaníment of the

duke, and his ensuing travels described in Fragmente took

him al-l- the way to Frag-ue, parte of Sitesia, Moravia und-

Bohemia -

the publisher (presumably Becker hinself) talks of having

"Nachrichten and Anecdoten von Moskau bis Lissabon, und von

Norwegens Grenze his an die äusserete Spitze von Ïtalien- "

Hís travels to these places as well- as Gel-ehrt,es Teutsch-

land-s assertion that he had been in London have not yet

been substantiated and indeed faIl partly outside of the

realm of possibilit,y- The question ariseg: I¡7as Bec!:er ever

ín these places¡ or does he mention them¡ âs Griep st-rglglests,

in part to hide his actual- whereabouts and cover up his

ident,ity? Many questions in this area remain unanswered-

Sometíme in 1797 or 1798, Becker found himsel_f in a

somewhat precarious situat,ion- As mentioned earlier, Griep

has assumed that Becker was in all- l-ikelihood a member of

t,he Emperor"Ë delegatíon to Rastatt, probably in the service

of the Duke of Metternich-Winneburg who was sent 'chere to

attend the talks- Evidently t.he Duke"s handling of the talks

and his own petty demands díd not agrÐe with Becker-s per-

sonal phílosophies and prompted him to make his feelings

known in this regard in an artícl-e in a journal en-Litled Die

Geil3el edited by Rebmann- The article was entitled "Ist der

But more quest,ions remaín- In the pr-eface to FraÊlmente
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Graf von Metterních-l¡línneburg als Emígrirter zu betrachten
oder nicht? Brief ei-nes Moselaners an einen Bürger in
París- " rn thís tract Beeker viciougly attacks the Duke-s

claíms to compensation and reparations resulting t*rom Napo*

l-eon's invasion of the lef t Bank of the Rhine - Becker - s

argrrments are fuell-ed by his dj-etaste for absentee landlords
like the duke under discussion- This artícle as well- as an-

other critical one entitled: Z:ur kritischen Geschichte cles

Rastadt,er Fríedens

has termed a "nicht gerade gchmeichel-hafte j{ußerung" ( "Nach-

wort" 163) to t'his same duke served to have Becker imprison-
ed in Tdürzburg- Becker spent ten months there awaiting a

t'rial- before f inally succeeding in a daring escape - The

detail-s are best described through an account romit,ten by

Friedrich Albert Klebeaa:

( Berl in, 1798 ) , toget,her with what Griep

Durch die Hilfe einer versteckt,en Summe Geldes,
die man bei der Visítation nicht fand, wufite er
sich Freunde unter den Soldaten und Domestíken zu
machen, und entkam nach einer mühevollen Arbeit
von mehreren Wochen, die er zum Durchbrechen d.er
Mauern seines Gefängnisses anwandte, wirklich ins
Freie auf den I¡tral1- Die Líebe half ihm weiter- Sie
hatt,e Seile für ihn bereit, u¡omit er sich den Wall
hinablassen wol-l-te- Tn dem Augenblicke, da schongein Gefährte, ein Stal-lknecht, hinab war, wurde
Lärm auf der ZiÈadel-lee man rief nach Wacheu und
nun mußt,e er eilen- fm Herunterfassen, welches díe
Angst beflügelt,e, zerschnitt er sich das fnnere

-achen Republik" und durch díe Französischen Departement,e des
DonnersberHs, des Rheins und der Mosel und der Ráer- Im Sc,m-
mer und Herbst l-800 - ( Frankfurt: Esslinger, 1802 ) -

laFriedrich Albert Kl-ebe, Reise auf dem Rheín durch die
=hen Staaten" woqr Frankfurt bis sur Grenue der Ba,tawi-
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der Hände am rauhen Ëeíle bís auf die Knochen-
Doch entkam er durch den Spessart in Begleitung
seines mit ihm entflohenen Gefährt,en, stand unsäg-
liche Schmersen an seinen verwundeten Händen alf,s,
war oft in Gefahr, wieder arretiert zu werden, kam
aber glüeklich durch den Kaíserlíchen Vorposten in
der Gegend von Frankfurt und auf das linke Rhein-
ufer- - Díe detaillierte Geschichte dieses Arrests
und der Flucht des B- Beckers igt unendlich ínte-
ressant; vielleicht habe ich noch Gelegenheit, sie
ausführlicher mitzuteilen (cit,- in Griep, "Nach-
wort" 163 f) -

ft was prnbably after his flight from Würzburg, that he

eventually made his wa]¡ to Paris as stated in Gelehrtes

Teutschl-and, but this stop is again not rnentioned specific-

aIly an¡n^ihere by Becker himself - ïhe only cl-ue that we may

hawe is the fact that the preface to his next t,ravel report

BeschreibunE meiner Reise in den Departmentern vom Donners-

beree, r¡om Rhein und von der Mosel ie dated the 37th of Au-

gust 1798 in Avignon, France- According to t,his travel re-

port which Bpans May to about August of 1798, Becker under-

t,ook travels to the various "Departements" then under French

administration- Becker asserts that the letters contained in

the report rdere written to a friend in Faris and were writ-

ten "entfernt von seinen Vaterl-ande und aus Errinnerung"

("Nachwort" 1-64). Griep has suggested that Becker in 1,799

also may harre met Rehmann in Farie where, for a few short

months, they may have pursued journalistic projects together

("Reisen und deutsche Jakobiner" 65)-

The remaining years of Becker-s life continue to be

clouded in eome confusion, but Griep has pieced together
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some of the details- Near the end of 17gg he worked as ê.

lawyer in Koblenz and immersed himself in an undistinguished

journalistíc career as wel-l- !{orking with the bett,er-known

Franz Lassaulx, he edited the newspa¡rer Bewohner dee West-

rheins later renamed the Coblenzer Zeitung in 1Bû1- Other

projects with whích Gelehrtes Teutschland associates Becker

are Eeyptische Blätter in 1B0t (Gelehrtes Teutschland TX:

7t) and Magazin der peinl-ichen RechtÉelehrsamkeit," für die

vier neuen Departemente auf dem linker Rheínüfer (180C))

(Gelehrtes Teutschland, XI: 55).

lehrtes Teutschland is that Becker wrote "verschiedene

Gedichte im Voßischen Muselal-manach, und Aufeätze in der

Geißel" (IX: 71)- Of these, only the aforementioned article

about the Duke of Metternich-Winneburg has so far been

positively at,tríbuted to him-

Other works listed in Gelehrtes Teutschl-and (ïX) but to

t,he best of my knowledge nowhere presently in circulat.ion

are: Versuch einer Geschichte der Hclchmeister in Preußen;

seit ïnTinrichs von Kniprode bis auf die Gründung des Erbher-

zogtums (Berlín 1798) and Weze] seit seines Aufen-r,ha1-,,s in

Sondershausen (Erfurt 1799) -

Also mentioned in Ge-

One other important event in Becker"s l-ife which no

doubt had a profound influence on him is also wel-l-known to

us- lt exemplifies wel-I the adventurous and noteworthy life

l-ed by our prot,agonist - During the t.ime of political and

social upheaval brought on by the occupation, recapture and
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subeequent re-occnpatíon of the reft bank of t,he Rhine

during the l-ate 1700s and early 1800s, píratee, highway

robbers and lawregs gangs found opportuníty, amid the un-
cert,ainty of the situation t,o exercise their own power and.

influence on a rural population already battered by t,he ra-
vages of war- Clairring some grassroots support (although not
nearly to the degree of popular-ity of a Robin Hood.), the
gangs led by such notorious críminals as the "schind.erhan-

nes" and the "Fetzer", essentially had free reign in many of
the outlying areas around Koblenz, Tríer and cologne-

Becker came t,o pray a signíficant role in the eventual
capture and proeecutíon of the gang leaders and their for-
l-owers- Becker outlines the entire procÊss in a legal treat-
ise entítl-ed ActenmäßiEe Geschichte der Räuberbanden an den

bevden ufern des Rheins- Erster Theil- Enthaltend die Ge-

(1804)- The author, B- Becker (The "8" remains unexplained -
perhaps "Bürger"?) is described ae being the "sicherheíts-
Beamten des Bezirks von simmern- " Becker like many German

int,ell-ectuals who openly suppor-r-ed t,he ideals of the French

Revolut,ion had found employment in the F'rench government-s

administr-ation of the occu.pied l-eft, bank of the Rhine -

Alt'hough largely a legal report, it ia nonethe]ese

interesting to read and is ínformative even for readers of
our day- Griep has written about t,his report:

erhannes
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Becker ist eín genauer Beobachter, und er weil3 um
die sozialen und psychischen Bedíngungen, díe alls
Johann Bückler den Schinderhannes2 a.lr.s Matthias
Weber den Fetzer gemacht haben- Gerade darum ist
es ein nüchterner, distanzierter Bericht; die
sozialrevo]utionäre Glorie um die arrnÐn Räuber
schufen im nostalgíschen Rückblick erst die
späteren Generationen- ( "Nachwort" 165)

Becker's own role in the apprehension of the suspects

is afso outlined in a footnote on page 144 of the report- It

reads as followg:

Der Friedensrichter des Cantons Kirn, dem das Pu-
blicum, wíe man gesehen hat¡ so manche Arrestation
der Mitschuldigen deg Schinderhannes verdankt, ist
Dr. Becker, Verfaßer gegenwärtiger Geschichte und
dermahlen Sicherheíts-Beamter des Bezirks von
Simmern- Er war einer won den Männern, welche von
Jean Bon-St- Andere zur Ausrottung der Bande des
Schínderhannes ausersehen wurden; er hat volI-
kommen dem ihm bewiesenen Zutrauen entsprochen,
und wegen seiner der öffentlichen Sicherheit ge-
leisteten Dienste ein besonderes Belobungsschrei-
ben von dem Justíz-Mínister erhalten-

Signed by the publísher, the footnot,e perhaps betrays

Becker-s own sense of importance in the matter of the appre-

hension- Becker"s interest in these gangs is already alluded

to in über Mainz, where on ¡>ages 115-117, he conveys a few

stories he had been t,old relat,ing to Bome of the mo¡'e

"nob]e" a.cts of some of the bandit,s- One of t,hem is retofd

as follows:

ïch will dir beí dieser Gelegenheit einige, so wíe
ích sie aus dem Munde eines hiesigen Kriminal-
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ríchters habe, erzählen- Man fíndet seltne und
auffallende Auftritte darunter- Eines Tagee, als
diese Räuber im Ëpessart ihr Wesen trieben, und
manchen hlanderer níederwarfen, wurden sie von
einer Schwadron Ffusaren überfa]len- Sie wehrten
sich verzweifelt, mupten aber zuletzt der uber-
legenheit weíchen- Der Sohn eines al-t,en Räubers,
der auch zugleich Hauptmann war, wurde bei dieser
Attaque gefährlich verwundet- Gleich pakten íhn
die úbrigen auf, und trugen ihn tiefer in den
T¡lald- Hier legte er bei seinem Vater eine General-
beichte ab, und wurde förmlích absolviret, dann
aber mít einem Beile vor den l{opf gesch}agen, dal3
er nichts verrathen könne, mit dem Bedeuten er
rnüße dies zum Wohl des allgemeinen Besten thun- -
Zu anderer ZeiL wollten sie auf den durchfahrenen
Postwagen Jagd machenz von dem sie wußten, daB er
reich und schwer beladen war- Sogleích wurden ei-
níge Spíonen abgefertígt, um auszukundschaften,
mit was für Personen der Wagen besetzt sei- Diese
brachten nun den Rapport, daß niemand, der íhnen
gefährlíeh werden könnte, sich darauf befände- A1-
lein eine hochschwangere Frau, die in dem Schre-
cken abortieren und sterben würde, seí unter der
Gesellschaft- Gleich wurden die Aeltesten der Rot-
te zu.sarnmen gerufen und ein allgemeiner Rath ge-
hal-ten, der aber dahin ausfiel, dal3 man diesmal
trotz den vielen Reichtfimern bloß aus Rücksicht,
der schwangferen Frau den I.{agen verschonen sollte -
(über Mainz 1-l-6-117)

He endg the discussion by askíng: "Findet man wohl ähnl-iche

Beispiele in den Protíkoll-en Isic] d-es peinlíchen Gerichts?"

Sadly, however, the "Actenmäßige Geschichte" is the

last piece of writing we can turn to ín a consideration of

Becker"s life and literary career- Becker died, still

young man at the age of 37- Griep has pieced

]ast few years of his life ín t,his way:

t,ogether the
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Es scheint als ob Becker nun hät,te seÊhaft werden
wollen: er hatte in simmern gerade einen Hausstandgegründet und geheiratet, als íhn aufeinem winter-
l-ichen Dienstrítt durch díe soon so unglückr-ich
der Huf seines Pferd-es traf, daß er noch ãnder Un-fallstelle starb- Das war am IT - Dezember 1B0g_
( "Nachwort" 165)

Fift'y years aft,er Becker"s death, in his hist,ory of the
Rhineland, Christian von Strambergle eulogized Becker wit,h

t,he following words:

Becker war? beí seinem stürmischen auffahrenden
Idesen ein sehr gütiger gemtitlicher Mann, das
Huster eines guten Ehe¡nannes und zärtlichen
Vaters- (cit- in Griep, "Reisen und deutsche
Jakobiner" 67)

aÐCh¡-istían von St,ramberg,
Rheinischer Antiquaï.íus, (N-F_,

Denkwürdiger und nützlicher
n-d- ) 414-



Becker's fírst published work, über Mainz, seems to

have received lit,tle or no popular acc1aím in its d-y-

Secondary mention of it is nowhere to be found except in

Gelehrt,es Teutschland, almost ten yea'rs after it was pub-

lished; but it deserves our interest for two reasons. First,

it was written by a young Becker, not more than 2O years

old, and hence, represents a convenient start,ing point from

which to measure the evolution of his ideas on the progress

of the Enlíghtenment and the French Revolution- Secondly¡ ãs

an early work, in so far as Becker ís concerned, it offers

the student or scholar of 18t,h century travel- l-iterature to-

day an import,ant, indeed an almost textbook example of a

work vrhich still- stands squarely ín the traditíon of the

4-3- Becker's Travel Reports

4-S-l-- úber Mainz

tza

" aufklärerisch-systematisierende I r ]

(Griep, Reísen und deut,sche Jakobiner 67) -

While appearing a few years later than both Nicolaí"s

trend-setting theoriee and some of the more critical- wor-ks

of men such as Rebmann and ForsLer, Becker'"s first, travel

report need not be seen, on the basis of Griep-s classifí-

cation as r-eglressive- Elements of critical observation and

Obj ektversicherung"
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the permeatíon of the ideals of the French Revolutíon are

evident, and as such this work merits Eome extensive con-

sideration -

über Mainz was published in L7gz, iust after Becker-s
stay at' the university at Mainz, and presumably prior t,o hie
leaving for Èhe univereity of Göttingen- rt was published

anonymously and the place of puhlícat,ion was given as "Auf

einer Rheininsel-"-Po rhe full title reads: über Mainz- Tn

Briefen an Freund R- Thís "Freund R", rúe are led to ded-uce

from statements in the sixth letter of the work (47), wag a

student, at the University of Göt,t,ingen_

The ç'¡ork ít,self consists only 'f a series of letters -
18 in all- They are numbered 1-17 and l-g- whet,her the l8th
is missing as result of a typographical or prínting error,
or whether it had not been included for sclme other reagon,

is unknown- No introductíon precedes the letters-

From the first ]etter we glean that Becker had, prior

to his departure for Mainz - his final dest,ination on a trip
to the "drei geístlichen churfürst,enthümer" (B) promised

his friend to write regularly about his travers- Becker,

horçever, did not live up to his prornise, because aE he

äoGelehrtes Teutschl-and interestingly lists co-author-
ship of über Mainz with a person call-ed Kratz- lrlho he was r
could not deduce with any certainty- Griep makes no mention
of the co-authorship anSrrnrhere- rt is true that numerous in-
accuracieg pervade Gelehrtes Teutschland, therefore, whether
there was another writer invol-ved- and to what degree maynever be knorn¡n for snre - No indícations emerge from ihe text
i'bsel-f -
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wrítes: "Von Trier und CöIln ist, es mir unmöglich, dir auch

nur eine Sylbe zu schreiben" (3) - And in what may be inter-

preted as the beginning of Becker-s l-ater, much more obvious

anti-cleri-ca] stance he continues:

Ich beschleunigte meine Reise¡ so viel nur möglich
war um endl-ich einmal aus díesen Ländern zu kom-
men- Da ist fast kein einziger Gegenstand, der
aufgezeichnet zu werden verdiente- Ich habe die
sogfenannte Eifel in der Runde durchstrichen, und
ich glaube nícht víel übertrieben zu haben, wenn
ich die ganze Strecke einem Sumpfe in einer
schönen ländlichen Gegend vergleiche. Doch izt bin
ich in einer Stadt, die meíne ganze Aufmerksamkeit
an sich zieht, besonders da faßt alle Reisebe-
schreiber wenig oder gar nichts davon gesagt
haben. (3-4)

Whether Becker was actually ín Trier and Cologne prior

to arriving in Mainz¡ w€ cannot say for certain- Nor can we

positively assert that these references were added to dís-

guise his identity or just to Bive leverage to an anti-cl-er-

ieal position- No reasons for or references to the first

part of t,his trip are evident in this work or in his later

ones -

Like mai-Iy of the typical topographical travel reports

of the later Enlightenment, Becker begins by providìng a

history of the city he is visiting and a Beneral descripticn

of the surrounding area- At, the beginning he focuses on its

Roman as well as íts early Christian heritage- Through these

initial letters one comes to appreciate and recognize imme-

diately Becker-s wide scope of knowledge and líteracy ag he



723

rela.tes the hístory of Hainø and the =urroundíng area- one

senses at the outset that Becker is a highly intelligent in-

divídual- and a keen observer who has a thorough understand-

ing and grasp of the material- he is diseussing- He writes in
a clear and concise manner which is easy to understand and

without beíng condescending or stuffily contorted-

Nonet,hel-ess? inítíally, Becker present,s us wíth a bí-r-

of a. paradox- For all his conciseness and clarity, he

puzzles the reader eomewhat, particularly the one expectíng

an aggressiwe Jacobin document, regarding his philosophical

standpoint- Early on, for example, he offers some kind re-

marks for the layíng of t,he foundations of t,he cathol-ic
Õhurch by St- Boniface-

Nach und nach schimmerte wieder die Hoffnung
besserer Zeiten- Bonifaz, der deutsche Apostel,
betrat das Theat,er der Welt, und ihnr hat eigent-
l-ich das hiesige Erzbisthum seíne Größe und sein
Ansehen zu. danken- t---] Die neuen Bischöfe
bauet,en nun Kírchen und Kl-öster, stifteten
Pfameien, errichteten Schulen und verbreiteten
Religion, Sitten und Aufklärung- (6-7)

such a statement is surprising in light of some of hie l-ater
travel- reports, and the lat,er chapters of úber Mainz- In

this case Becker conveys a concil-iatory attitude to¡^¡ard.s the

early Roman Catholic Church for helping to sow the seeds of

modern civilízation ín Europe, and 'in particular, Germany-

one is hard-preseed to find simil-ar praise in the travel
reporte of other Jacobin +¡riters at the time-



Surprisíng, too,

"Pöbel", the fírst of

We read for instance:

1iJ.4

are híe frequent references to the

which occurs in über Mainz on page 13-

Der Pöbel, der immer geneigt ist, Sachen? wovon er
den Ursprune nicht finden kann, einen misteriösen
Anstrich zu geben t---l- (13)

V'lords such as these do appear from time to time in his works

and l-ead the reader t,o puzzle over Becker-s gtance regarding

members of the l-ower classes- Againr ort page 22 we read:

Es ist ein au=gemachter Grundsatr, daß die Ein-
wohner der unbebautesten Gegenden die dümmsten
sind - (22)

Furthermore he mentíons that the l-ower c]ass in Mainz has:

t - - - ] einen abscheulichen Aczent, der dem Ohre
jedes Fremden unerträgl-ich ist- Desto besser
spricht man aber in der ersten Klasse- (29)

One wonders) if Becker simply Êees the 1ower classes as a

group of people who are hopelessly corrupted by the super-

stitions of the CathoLic Church or as feeble-minded simple-

tons who cannot be entrusted with concepts such as good

manners, and civj-lity, not to mentíon liberty, equalit,y, or

hrotherhood- The ¡-,,oint of vie.¡¡ of these remarks seems to
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stand in stark contrast to the pervadíng attítude amcli-rel Fro-
gressive íntellectuals at thís time (for e;<ample Rebmann and

Forster) as well as to some of Becker's own positions a.s of-

ten expressed in his later writ,ings; that i=, that he is a

man concerned with the plight of t,he people, and with im-

plementing the ídeals of the French Revolutíon to their
1----f I !
L¡EIIEI.LL-

Another curíous observatíon to be made about Becker-s

first travel report is that, some of the other subjects which

he addresses, such as the theatre and ent,ert,ainnnent in

Mainz, gardens, walkways, city-planning, population esti-

mates, library facilities, architecture, the state of the

roads, and industries are all- dealt wiLh in a way which runs

contrary to Campe-s demand, for exampfe, to ignore all sta-

tic things not direct,ly associated with immediate social

change -

The above observations lead us to sum up our first im-

pressions of the early pages of über Mainø, by asserting

that, we have received conflicting eignals- On the one hand,

the author reveal-s himself to be cool-headed and pragima.tic,

writing in a matter-of-fact style, praising the early work

of the Church; on the other hand, he aims caustic remarks at

the poorer and less fortu-nate lower classes while at the

same time pra.ising the upper c1asses in terms of "civilized"

life and behavì our- ( "Um eo schöner íst aber der obere Theif

der Stadt, besonders dau wo die kurfürstl-iche Residenz
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liegt" 25) - rn the Iíght of some of hís later works, and. ín
the face of the fact that über Mainz was written at a time
when the revolutionary fever was running at its highest
pitch, and travel- reports for many years had already been

preaching "Freimüthigkeit.", "wahrheit" and "poritik", this
may seem surprísing; and from thís point of view, on the
surface at leastu the early pages of this first work wouLd

tend to disappoint a reader looking for more crítical and

even "revolutionary" information- As such, Becker-s über

Mainz is ín part a reflection of a somewhat outdated tra-
dition of travel reports which had been in vogue earlier in
the century-

By the end of the 4th letter ín úber Mainz, tho reader
is stil] rvaiting for the first clear sign aE to what

Becker,s position really is- up to thís point, híe letters
contaín no unequ.ivocal hints of bias or ad-herence to a par-
ticular poínt, of view regarding social, religíougz or eco-

nomic issues- At this juncture, the reader is questioning
why the book was publíshed anonyrnously ae the content would

not seem to nffend anyone? save those who could not read it_
As one reads on and delves deeper, however, one notices

certain trends towards more open criticism of some estab-
lished 'institutions- Becker-=s tarEiets are most obviou=ly, of
course, the Roman Cathol-ic Church and the existing feudal
hierarchícal power etr-ucture headed by t,he European aristoc-
racy, ancl especially the abi:.se of t,heir ncrrÁ7e.i..
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The many abuges of the Church at that, time are well-

known and have been documented often throughout history-

Nepotism, pluralism, simony, the hoarding of monies coll-ec-

ted as tithes, t,he frivolous líves of monks and nune spent

behind the walls of monaeteries, the alleged lurid se¡.-ual

practices taking place therein and, of course, of cclncern in

Northern Europe, the steady stream of lvealth flowing south

to Rome - all these have also received their fair share of

crítícism through the centuries and weighed heavily on the

minds of reformers during the Enlightenment- Beckerå as we

shal-I see? addresses most of these eoncerrrs at one time or

another

vigorrr

writers on

regarded as

ín his writings; at times with the anger and t,he

whích was not always evident in the attacks

a.n ínstitution which so many people in

the supreme aut,hority in their lives-

Schon lange wirst, du gewünschet haben, ích möchte
dir auch etwas von den Rechten des híesígen Kur-
fürsten sa.gfen- Sie sind eirößtentheíls ín Staats-
rechte bestimmt- Er wird durch die Wahl des Dom-
kapitels ernennt, dann mul3 er eine Kapitulation
besehwören- Doch hat, man nicht selten Beispiele,
wo Einer blos ans Empfehlung des kaiserlichen
Hofes zu dieser Stelle erhoben wurde, obechon das
hiesige Domkapitel, so viel nur möglich, geine
Wahlfreiheít gegen kaiserl-ichen Einfl-uÊ zu schü-
tzen trachtet- Das der Kaíser Einen aus seiner
Mitte vorschlagen kann, ist gegründet - Ist nun
Einer gewählt¡ so muß er die Bestätígung des
Pabstes und das Pallium holen, welcher Schaafspelz
ihm 30000 Gulden kost,et- Auch die Annaten, die er
dem römischen Hofe besahlt, machen eíne beträcht-
liche Summe alr.E- Wíe viel- Geld die katholische
Geistl-ichkeít in einem Jahrhunderte nach Rom wan-
dern 1ä13t, hat der Verfasser des F'austins ariig
berechnet - Möcht,en d-och eínmal der-¿tsche F'ürgten

of other

his day



diese Mísbräuche eínsehen lernen, und- sich mit
vereinten Kräften dagegen stellen, wíe schon der
König von Neapel in neuernZeiten mit, gutem Erfolge
sich gegen dieses Unwesen geetemmet hat- (34-35)

These lines are to be read in the fífth lett,er and in them

Becker's true attitude begins to show through, albeit with

Eome tímidit,y - Tnitíally, the criticism manifests itself

quite mildly and matter-of-fact1y, but the use of terms such

as "ËchaafspeIz", and "IJnwesen", define the direction Becker

chooses to take more enthusiastically later in his writíngs_

By this time the reader begíns to questíon Becker"g own re-

ligious pereuasion- Only a few pages later he provides us

with an anst\¡er: " [ - - - ] diese Anordnung, welche wir Protes-

tanten t---I" (38)- Tn the lieht of this revelation the

reader is al-eo confronted with Becker"s conception of educa-

tion in t,he framework of a Catholic versus Protestant debate

centred around "Erzíehung" - Again, Becker's ideas represent

no radical position or heavy-handed condemnation, rather one

that was at the time commonly held by üatholics and Protes-

tants al-ike- The foll-owing excerpt found in Eecker-g ei;rth

letter to his friend içhom Becker calls an "Erzfeind der

Theologen" (49), speaks for itself regarding the concerns

the author raises about young children being educated in

Catholic areas of Germany at the time- A bit of boastine and

perhaps a sanctimonious attitude i=, horsever, evident:

Zum Schlu.sse dieses Briefes will ich dir noch von
den Einrichtungen der sogenannten unteren Schulen



729

einige Nachrichten geben- Es tut mir leíd, da$ du
von mir hören mußt, daß Augustinermönche auf die-
een Kathedern sitzeno denn ein gelehrter und auf-geklärter Mönch ist und bleibt alløeit eine Aus-
nahme von der Regel- Die Erziehung und der Unter-
richt der Kínder in diesem Al-ter sollte besond.ers
klugfen und erfahrnen Leuten anvertrauet r+erdenu
denn das, was man eích in diesem Alter fest ein-
geprägt, hat, verläFt man sehr schwer_ Daher kömmt
auch der vorwaltende Aberglaube, daI3 noch immer
unter verschíedenen Re1ígionen Intoleranz
herrecht; daher könmt es besonders, daÊ bis jetzt
die Vereinigung, alle Religionen in ein Ganzes zlt
schaffen,nu.r ein Gedanke redlich denkender Men-
schen war- Tdie trauríg muß es für einen aufgeklär-
ten Katholiken seyn? Ì¡venn erkeinen andern Grund.
des Vorzugs der Protestanten vor ihnen erforschen
kann, ale seine Erziehung; wíe schmerzend mup es
sein' wenn er unter seinen Glaubensgenclssen keinen
Campe, Salzmann, Vil-laume u- a- f indet? Diesem AI-
len líeß sich am besten dadurch abhelfen, wenn die
Füreten sich vereinigtenn und gegen jesuitische
Erziehung und Mönchsgrundsätze Dämme setzten_
Viele haben dieseg uwår schon gethan, aber es thut
keine allgemeine Wirkung, bis all-e Fürsten gleiche
Gesínnungen hegen- Dies aber kann nícht statt ha-
ben, so lange Fürslen selbst noch von Mönchen er-
zogen und unterrichtet werden, denn auf die Erzíe-
hung und Grundsätze der Fürsten selbst gründet
sich das Glück der Unterthannen- Ich wollte wün-
schen, daß jeder Furst, einen Wieland oder üoethe
zum Erzieher gehabt hätte - lrlas diese gewírket ha-
benu wissen die Herzogthümer Ï{eimar and Gotha mít
überzeugenden Beweisen zu belegen- (b2-SB)

But it is not the tlathol-ic education system arone whích

does not sít wel-l

Catholic Church do

criticism gets more

eíghth l-ett,er we read the following colourful remarke:

with Becker; most aspects of the Roman

not- As the letters progreÉs, Becker"s

and more wehement and vociferous- In t,he

lJleder, der da weiÊ, welchen Einflufi der geist-
liche Stand auf dag Volk hat; weip, daÊ pFaffen
das gröfite Unheil in der WeIt gestiftet haben;
weiß, daß íhr starker Eínfluß auf den Staat, -uÍenï1
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er alrch ízL schon ungleíchvermindert ist, doch nie
ganz wieder aufgehoben werden könne- (61)

And Jesuits, the "Jünger

weal-th, receíve the same

author:

Das Jesuitenvolk hat hier noch viel-e Nahrung- Bald
glaube ich, daß Gott dasselbe zur Strafe des
menschl-ichen GeschLechts auf die Erde verpflanzet
hat, denn die al-ten scheinen täglich jünger z1r.

werden¡ uffi desto mehr Unheil anrichten zu können-
DaÊ die hiesigen Jesuiten al-l-erlei Gewerbe ge-
trieben haben, kannst du daraus schl-iessen, dal3
man ihren Reichthum bei der Aufhebung des Ordens
600,000 Fl- schwer befunden hat; 120,000 F]- lößte
man allein aus ihren vorräthigen Weinen- (66)

von Loyola", especially their vast

unflattering attention from the

The "Jesuitenhorde" (66) is crít,icised further

of a published organza of their order from which

rives the foll-owing credo: "'LaÊt das Vol-k in

irren, dal3 wir desto ungehinderter schmaussen

könnenl"" (66)- Becker continues by saying that:

In diesem Journale findest du natürl-icherweise
Alles verachtet, was lobenswurdig, und alles ge-
priesen Þr'as, ungerei-mt, oder mit einem andern
Þtorte, jesuitisch íst- Dieser unvergchämte Kriti-
kaster wagt sich oft an Gegenstände7 wovon er gar
keinen Begriff hat,, und behandel-t Männer z vcrr
denen das ge]ehrte Deutschland den größten Respekt
hat, wie Troßbuben t - - - l - Aber daß sich dieee Race
in die Hausangelegenheiten von Privatmännern
mischt, daß sie da den Saamen des Unheils streuet,
das kann ich ihr nicht verzeihen- (86/87)

ËaBecker does not provide us -"vith a title-

on the basis

Becker de-

der Dummheit

und trinken
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The rest of this tel-l*tale chapter is devoted to
exposing and discussing some of the other irregularitíes or
contradictíons whích Becker feels are inherent ín the estab-
líshment of the various orders and institutions of the
church, for e;<ample, the extreme riches accumul-ated at the

eiipense of gullible worshippers which were described above_

His criticism is hard-hitting and to the point, writ,ten with
dry wit and dripping with sarcasm- Yet one can det,ect a note

of hypocrisy in light of Becker's later accounts of the fine
hospit,ality he is afforded in the forrn of fine wínes and.

plent,iful and delectable cuísine and ot,her delights at some

of t'he monasteries he visíts whil-e CIn hís travels- No doubt

he justifies hís eríticism on the basís that their lifestyle
is financed by the poor citízens and peasants who get no-

thing ín return- Their t,a:<es and tithes Becker sees as just

disappearíng into a deep black hole, i+ith absol-utely nothing
coming back in return in terms of our modern notíon of so-

cial services or improved standard of living-

what Becker arso finds particularly offensive is the
cathol-ic church-s propensity for spreading and sustaining

superstitions and rituals and the doubl-e standard he per-
ceives between the rules of the church and the conduct of
its servants- Becker sees sonre of the superstít,ions as being

foisted upon an unwitting and uned.ucated public as a deli*
berate means of keeping them sr¡bservient and obedient- A1l
tol-d, Becker sees the orders as uselees financíal burdens on



the state, which are best eliminated altogether

benefits are far outweighed

certainly not alone ín this view- The very contentious issue

concerning the dissolution and disbandíng of

ders? was often on the reform menu of proponents of the En-

lighterunent, and attempts had recently been rnade under the

Elector of Mainz to ímplement reformg- Constant political

haggling and strong pressure from t,he Church, however, made

this this process a difficul-t one for him-

And Becker does not ín any of his writings shy away

by t,heir liabilit,ies- Becker i-s

from graphic explanations or

of discredíting the Church's institutions- Observe, for ex-

ample, the followíng¡ remarks about the "widernatürl-ichee

Leben" behind the cloister walls:

L32

as theír

religious or-

I¡ïie überlegt, öfters die Entschlüsse sind, sích in
den widernatürlichen Nonnenstand ur-l begeben,
=eigte híer eín Beiepiel, das alle AeLtern wohl
beherzigen sollten: Zwa Nonnen fi.ihlten das, wozu
sie geschafferr waren- Dae l{l-oster su verlassen?
vra.r a1r6 mancher-Iei Gründen nicht wohl- möglích; um
nun den Triebu der sich bei ihnen nicht in kl-einem
Maaße auf einem empfindlichen Platz gesammelt hat-
te, zu befriedigen, liessen sie sich von einem
MüI]er die Besuche machen, welches dann den Erfolg
hatte, das sie nach 9 Monden ím Altmünster glück-
lich entbunden wurden - (72)

risqué descriptíons as a means

And of the superstitious ol d Fractice used to

tions Becker wrítes that:

Zu Agnesen bewahrte man einen gewissen Sehleier,
der sich von der h- Agnes herschreihen sofl-ue- I¡lar

i_l____ _L_--
IIIUUUE éUU!
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eine Mutter in l(indesnöthen: so lief man geschwínd
zu diesen Nonnen, Bab so víel Geld, als das man
verlangte, und nahm mit Ehrfurcht den heiligen
sehleíer, legte íhn der kranken Mutter auf ã*or
Leib, und dann muFt,e sie glücklich aborti-eren,
wenn schon der Teufel seine Künste daran wagtey üffi
der Mut,ter schmerzen uu machen- Dies schändliches
Gewerb trieb man eine range zeít, bis man endlich
denselben niemal- mehr vorzuzeigen geboten hatte-
(72-74)

Becker-s writings are filled wit,h sueh examples and in some

cases even more explicit ones, inrhích served to disparage the
church and point out its abuses and shortcomings- However,

the reader of his works notices that his pronouncements on

t'he topic are not those of a man who has the síngle-minded
purpose of simply engaging in mockery and gratuit,ous disre-
spect- He writes for example that:

Beispiele dieser Art sind sehr viel-fält,ig rächer-
lich und auffallend, aber eE ist besser, sie wer-
den wergessen, damit, die Nachwelt, sích nicht üher
dergleichen Ungereimt,heiten zu ärgern hat, und da-
her lassen roiir den vorhang über diese szenen nie-
der ! (7 4)

I,t?hile granting that sarcasm, ridicule and irony becorne

effective tools for Becker to expose the absurdity and the
ínjustice of many practices such as those indulged in by the
clergy, one a]so gets the impression in über Mainz, that he

does make an honest attempt to be as fair as possible in his
evalu.ation, even though he seerne to delíght in castigatíng
-r-he hall-owed institutians of the Church- This fairness char-
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acterizes his entire repertoíre of travel r'eporte- Ït ís íI-

lustrated by the following statements:

Doch kann man nicht saElen, daß die hiesigen Mönche
sich schlecht aufführen, oder Ausschweífungen be-
geben, die síe unterdem Mante1 der Heil-igkeit ver-
steckten t---]- fn manchem Kloster wird freílich
noch $-rt gegessen und getrunken t---]- Dieses aber
mag ich ihnen gönnen; wenn sie sich nicht in Ju-
genderziehung und häusliche Angelegenheit mischen,
oder durch sonst heimliche Mönchs-Ränke ihren Vor-
theil zu anderer Schaden zu befördern suchen- (69)

The abcve may be a eomewhat back-hand-ed compliment- The

foll-owing words, however, found on the next page are re-

markable:

Der Praelat nennt sich einen Herrn, von und zu. Er
ist ein sehr ordentlicher Mann, und behandelt
seíne Leute nicht wie mancher Praelat, der in
seíner Jugend von Kloster-Almosen l-ebt'e, und dem
[?]wohl [ez1 öfters diese zu ver6fessen und sich
zu erheben pflegt- Er speiFt, mit den anderen Herrn
des Kl-osters an einem Tische und verräth nicht den
geringsten Stolz- (70)

And :cr;r i n'

Denn man schätzt heut zu Tage die Freiheit viel
mehr', als daÊ man sich ín ein dunkles Kloster
sollte einsperren lassen- Wer in der Kapuzze
schlüpft, thut es entweder aus Zwang oder Armut,h-
( 71)

uzFour characters in
legible -

r'l-- r---!
Llle [,ci! L at this spot are not



Such examples testify to

severity of his criticísm- He perhaps does so

convictíon that even these "misguided" clerics can be en-

1íghtened -

Becker is, of course, not alone in his criticism of the

Church at this time; many other writers characterized the

Roman Cathol-íc Church in

Riesbeck ¡nuch more vehemently. And as Inge Stephan writ,es:

Becker's efforts to

Durchgängig vorhanden in der jakobinischen Pu-
blizistik t - - - I waren zwar díe häufig sehr pole-
misch und kämpferisch vorgetragene Forderung nach
Trennung von Staat und Kirche, die Kritik am Kl-e-
rus und an der Kirche al-g Institution sowie die
Forderung nach Religionsfreiheit, nach Reínigung
desChristentums von allen überfl-üssigen und schäd-
]ichen klerikalen Beifügungen und nach Rückkehr zrl
den Grundsätzen der 'Natürl-ichen Religion For-
derungen, die schon in der äl-teren vorrevol-utionä-
ren Aufklärung vorhanden gev¡eËen waren t---]-(70)

1_35

n-iit,igate the

out of the

this wãV: indeed 2 some like

What is noteworthy, though, is that, in Becker"s case he was

obliged to earn hig living in a largely Catholic area under

the rul-e of a conservative despot - Hence one may be able to

explaín some of his mitigating remarks on that basis; re-

marks such as those found in the tenth letter:

Jeder Reísender muß sich mit mir freuen, werln er
die toleranten Gesinnungen der híesígen Einwohner
gegen anders Denkende bemerkt- Man wird keinen
Bürger antreffen, der gegen einen Nichtkatholiken
blos deswegen, iaieil er nicht seinen Religions-
Grundsätzen anhängt, spottet oder schimpfet-
( B1)
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As we focus our attention nÐw or¡ another instít,ution
which receives much of Becker-s criticism, we can preface

his observatíons with the statement that at this tíme in
Europe the institution of monarchy was rife with corruption,
overly concerned with íts ovm Freservation, and in danger of

having ít,s power base eroded- The French Revol-ution rewea]ed

this malaise moet etrikingly- The lesser nobí1ity and arís-

tocracy was, in fact, coming under críticism from al-l sides-

one of the most content,ious i ssues was that of the absentee

landlords, who wourd arnuge themsel-vee at the moet FrEs-
tigíous royal courts of Europe utilizing the ta-"< revenues of
their often diminut,ive realms- This kind of exploítive be-

haviour was most, acute in Germany where particularísm of the

most suffocating kind had e:eist,ed for centuries- Moet nobleg

there u/ere free to act as they wished, with l-íttle or ncl

central authority tcl answer tc, and thus eucked their olçn

little principalities dry to suetaín theír high-profile,

lavish and ostentatious existences- The inhabitants of these

smaller mostly rural domaíns suffered hardship and poverty

as a reeult- Becker s Ðwn lord, the Duke of Metternich-

winneburg, !Àras a prime example of this kind of petty despot

and is wel-l- characterized in the fol-lowíng description-

Der Graf Fr-anz Georg Karl- vorÌ Metternich-
Winnebrrrg-Beilstein ertrugl das Leben ín d_er
Províns nicht - Er resid-ierte lieber al-s kr_rr-
tríeríscher Gesandter in Wien und als kaiserticher
I'fínister in Brussel t---]- Und das stand.esgemåße
Leben verechlang alles, r^Tas das Land hergab_ Die
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ZeitgenoËsen beschrieben ein Duodezfürstentum, wie
man es eigentlich nur in Büchern uu finden glaubt:
der Graf dick, phlegmatísch, eit,el wie eín pfau,
hochmütig und verschwenderisch eín vollkommener
Parasit; die Untert,annen abgehärmt, altsgemergelt,
hettelarm und bis uur Erschöpfung mit Fronarbeit
beladen- (Griepr "Nachwort" 161)

And Becker himself stat,es in his tract, in Díe Geíßel:

lhm v¡ar es gleich viel-, wie es in seínen Herr-
schaften stand' wenn nur uur bestinmt,en Zeit die
Gel-der richtig einkammen und díe armen Unt,erthanen
keine Rückst,ände bey der herrschaftlichen Casse
hatten- ( "Ist der Graf von Met,t,ernich-Winneburg
a1s Emigrirter zu betrachten oder nicht?" i,g?)

on the whole, however, Becker reserves better treatment

for the nobility and the ruling class than for t,he church-

This is understandable as offending the nobility through a

published work could easily result in imprisonment or loss
of l-ívelihood- Becker it seerns vras aware of these possibíIi-

ties when he was writ,ing über Mainz- Tt is apparent that he

would l-ike to say more than he does, but that he resísts the

temptatíon to do so- fn the fífth let|er, for example, wÊ

read the fol-lowing seemingly gratuitous flattery: "scl hat

der iztige Kurfürst, der grope Ï{enner, Liebling und Gönner

der Kunst,, eine beeondere zeichenschure für Junge Leute er-
richtet- " rndeed, throughout the early pages hie tone re-
mains benign when mentioning the nobilíty, although he is
not alrvays quite aE obsequíor-rs as above - rn subsequent

passages Becker makes a point, of relating or dwelling upÐn
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those aspects of monarchy whích are of benefit to the com-

munity in general - "{Jm so schöner ist, aber der obere Theil

der Stadt, besonders da, $ro die kurfürstliche Residenz

liegt" (25) he writes for example- Almost the entire tenth

letter is dedicated to giving positive treatment to the

Elector of Mainz, the Archbishop F"riedrich Karl- This ín

itsel-f ís not ent,irely surprising, for by many accounts,

F'riedrich KarI wae well-liked by tatholícs and Proteetants

alike - Although t,hwarted early in his reign by a conserva-

tive and ambitious clergyu he managed to appeal in part to

Prot,estants by continuing t,he procesg of enlíghtened reform

ínitiated by his predecessor, Joseph Emerich. It was the

Iatter, in fact, who had managed to r,mestle ccntrol over

matters of education from the powerfrrl Jesuít order in

Mainz- Friedrich Karl was eventually able to carry out

reforms as well- Becker-s assessment of the Elector begins

like this:

The Elector is "nicht nur ein ausgebildeter, sondern auch

e'in auf seinen Staat äu.f3erst aufmerksamer Mann" (BT)- Becker

does acknowledge, however, that certain contradictíons have

emerged concerning the Elector as a resul-t of his being in

"die öffentlichen Nachr'íchten, " but that his own character

study of the Elector is based entirely on his own obgerva-

Ich komme auf den tr'ürsten, der ge'riiÊ in jeder
Rücksicht ein bedeutender Mann íst- (87)
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tíons and notations- Elanning offers proof about the dual_-

istic perceptíons of t,he Elect,or- Tn Reform and Revol-ution

in Mainz he writes that:

No other Elector of Mainz has received so much
attentíon from historians and no other El-ector of
Mainz has been condemned so unanimously- This has
been part,ly due to the many unfavourabl-e comments
made about this persorì by cont,emporaries- (l-63)

But in his later work, The French Revolution in Germany, he

cites Johann Konrad Dahl,es wrít,ing in 1916, who ascribes

to KarI Fríedrích much credit for the relative prosper-íty of

the cíty during the El-ector's reign:

A dazzling court, which in it,s f inal phase under
the Elector F'riedrich Karl could not be compared
with any other (except Vienna), t,he academic ín-
stitutions of a first, rate university, the large
number of rich clergy and imperial nobles, who
brought wíth them and spent incomes deriving from
half Germany all t,híe ga.ve the city of Mainz
(whose taxeg were insignif icant ) such a high l-evel-
of prosperíty as only a few cities ean boast-
(33)

Agreement about the El-ector-s qualities is stil-1 lack-

i.g, but Eecker, as T have suggested, vievss him favourably

and criticizes him seriously only on one specific point - lJn

page 91 of über Mainz we read:

ãsJohann Konrad Dahl, Statistik und TopoEraphíe der mit
dem GroßheraoHthum Heesen vereínieten Lande des linken
Rheinufers (Darmst,adtu l-816)
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because the Elector, unlike many ot,her heads of state or

reigning monarchs, made his territory home and ruled it with
the aím of bettering t,he lives of its citiuens-

Becker"s tone is much different in the very ne-:<t chap-

ter when he discusses the lives and education of the lesser

nobility- He begins hís críticísm of the court at Mainz as

follows:

Nichts als Prachtlíebe und Verschwendung kann
dem Fürst, z:ur Last legen-

Der hiesige Adel ist einer der zahlreichsten und
mächtigsten im ganzen Deutschland_ - Gemeiniglich
ist es dieser Menschenklasse zur anderen Natur ge-
worden, sobald sie ihre Stärke fühlt, dieselbe Eu
benutzen, und mit schnöden Blicken auf die anderen
Kinder der Natur herabzusehen- Daß man davon hier
mehr als an irgend einem anderen Orte überzeugt
werden kann, wollte ich mit hundert Beispielen be-
weisen, wenn nicht der lächerliche Ahnenstolz
schon bekannt genug wär, eben so wie gemeíniglich
wahre Verdienste d-em leidigen Geld nachstehen
müssen- (93)

Becker fee]s, however, that this is the result of what he

terms "sklavische Erziehung" (p- 94) - Becker-s words demon-

strate the popular middle class bel-ief which criticized the

t'ypical aristocratic upbrínginÊl as based on the imitation of
court manners and t,raditions in contrast to a wel-I-rounded

education desígned to prepare the young nobleman for rul-ine
hís l-and instead of just holding court -

140

ma.n
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In hís text, Eecker- traces the der¡el-oFment of a. yollng

nobl-e"s education from his infancy at the "Brust der Amme" -
a practice about which he adds: "(daÊ die Großen íhre Kinder

hier so wíe an andern Orten nicht selbst säugen, kannst du

dir leicht vorstellen)" (94), to their period of tutelage

under a "Hofmeister-" The l-atter.

sitic idíots who teach their protégfós lit,tle more than the

traditional courtly etiquette, superficial rnanners, and how

to impress ladies with vapid words of flattery-

ïn describing

strates once agaín

ís developed and put to good use part,icularly in his

writings- Suotations such ae the following serve to

trate this point:

Freilich muÊ es der gnädígen Frau schmeicheln,
wenn ein galantes Herrchen bei jedem Namens- oder
Geburts- Tage ihr seine Geistesprodukte über-
reícht, und dabei so begeistert thut,, als habe
Apo1l und die heiligen Neun Musen ihm durch ein
unterirrdisches Orakel- die Alexandrinen einge-
haucht- (94-95)

And on the same ¡raÉe:

the entire process, Becker also d-emon-

Becker sees only as para-

hís sarcastic witu a characteristíc

Der H- Hofmeist,er wei13 ihnen nichts anderes vor-
zuplaudern, a1s Romanzen und Idillenr âil klas-
sische Arbeiten wird gar nicht gedacht- Rómische
oder griechesche Schríftstel-l-er findet man sehr
selten in den Händen der Adligen Jugend, ja sie
wird nicht eínmal mit, der Literatur ihres Vater-
l-andes bekannt gemacht- t---l Die meisten ver-
stehen nicht einmal ihre Muttersprache; ein ärm-
liches französisches Wortgepräng ist alles, i,romit

which

Iater

illus-
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síe sich unterhal ten t - - - l - Doch alle diese Tod-
sünden wären noch zu verz--ihen, hätte man zugl_eich
mit den französischen Ungereimtheíten auch die
französische Leichtfertígkeít und Munterkeit ein-
geführt- Allein die Kínder eind so steif und
plump, daß es kar-rm anzusehen ist- Wer arn meisten
den Kopf in die lÏöhe zu werfen weiß, kann sích den
vorzüglichsten Beifall- erwerben- (95-96)

Becker's castigation of the superficíal education of nobles

continues through to their Grand Tour- After reeallíng the
glory days of knight,s whn set off t,o make a name for them-

selves and to maintain the fainíly honour at great personal

risk, Becker presents the modern picture of the hoperessly

vain and egocentric young duke who trave]s to versailles:

Da wird dann viel von neuen Moden und dem Ëroßen
Tonu als dem Endzweck der gfanzen Reise: Besprochen
und man freut sich, hierinnen immer mehr Kenntnis-
Ee zu- samrnel-n- (96)

Following orr the heels of these 1ínes2 are a few more

paraÊiraphs which suitably demonstrate Eecker"s bit,ing Ear-

casm and acerbie wit- fn them he describes the usual end

result of t,hese kinds of "educational" jou.rneys which, h*

concludes, are entírely deleterious:

This characterization pert,ains to the yol.ing nobility

but Becker claims that their vices stem from simil-ar paren-

Venerische Krankheiten, stumpfe Sinne und abge-
spannte Kräfte sind die eicherst,en Folgen dar¡on
(e7)
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tal stock- Becker describes the older generatíon of nobili-

ty ín t,he following rúay:

St,ol-z , Verschwendung, Ausschweifungen und
Verletzung ehlicher Treue sind die Hauptzüge
davon- (97)

empty críticism or

One must, guard against disr-egarding Becker"s remarks as

seems at least partly justified in his

to give a fairly

his lifet,ime- Evidence for this is presented through the

many other contemporary reports and by subsequent critícal

schol-arship such as that of T-C-I¡l- Blanning- Blanning writes
11- - ! -LIItI. L -

simple, uffÀrarranted

accurate picture of

On his return to Mainzu the young noble had every
opportunity to l-ead a sociaL life entirely among
members of his own class; at court, in the palaces
or in the noble cl-ub on the 'Grof3e Bleiche', the
centre of Maínz high society- Restricted of course
to the Imperial Knights, membership of the latter
fluctuated between sixty and seventy- There \¡/ere
two bal-lrooms and several rooms open each day for
gaming- The clímax of the season hrere the masked
bal-l-s hefd in December, January and February, when
two eight-piece bands performed in the ball-roomo
refreshments were provided and the gamíng tables
$rere laid out- (Reform and Revolution 97)

complaints- Becker

criticism and seems

the situation during

BÌanning contínueg:

ït, is certain that the combination of snobbery and
predilection for French culture paraded by many
nobles irritated intellectual-g intensely- In l-780
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Risbeck [sic] wrote of the Mainz nobility: 'They
all speak a wretched French jargon and are really
asharned of their mot,her-t,ongr-1e; alsn very few of
them have any close acquaintance with the litera-
ture of their fatherland, because on the other
hand they know even the most trivial of our [i-*-
French] authors- " [È4] He observed that most of
them brought home from the Grand Tour only the pa-
tois of the Parisian fish-women and a taste for
French clothes- (1Ð7)

But while presenting some evidence in support of

Becker's posit,ion, Blanning also cou-nters with the ídea

that, in sone cases at least, the situati-on was not entirely

as deplorable as has often been contended- He notes that:

Although doubtless many of the nobles richly de*
served t,his abuse, it i s not dif f icul-t to show
that there krere so many e:;ceptions as to make
these generalísations worthl-ess- 198

He suglgests that far from havíng interests only in "galan-

trie a' la mode" (l-98), many nobles demonstrated a wide

range of abilíties and interest,s- Blanning goes on to l_íst,

various items of evidence to support his viewã ranging from

a new ínt,ereet by some of t,he nobílity in "enlightened"

reading materíal- (t,he works of t,he great popular philos-

ophers, for example) to the aristocracy's role in estab-

lishing the very successful t,heatre lífe in Mainz, somethíng

to which Becker devotes an entire letter in úber Mainz

(xvr) -

ËaRiesbeck in hie
(1783), wae pretending to

Eriefe eines reisenden Franøcsen
be a Frenchman-
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And, indeed, Becker also displal's a. sense of faírnesË,

not wishing to deride those who do not deserve to be de-

rided- Tn über Mainz he admits that not, all nobles are un-

productive or a det,riment to a well-run society-

Indessen darfst du nicht glauben, daß in dem
Kreise der híesigen Großen kein gutgesinnter und
wohl-denkender Mann sei - Um dich vom Gegentheil-e zu.
überzeugen, darf ich dir nur eínen Freihercrì von
Dalberg nennen, der auch Frankreích besucht, aber
sich Menschenkenntníß und I,r7íssenscha.ften erworben
hat- ( 100 )

Becker then devotes consíderabLe space to present a flat-

tering description of this Karl Theodor Freiherr von Dal_-

berg, a member of one of the oldest families of the Imperial

ï(nights and the elected co-adjutor of Mainz- Becker holds

hím up as an example of a useful member of the aristocracy

and who does a good job of running a state and directing his

efforts to improve the l-ot of the under-privileged in socie-

ty (page 101¡-en

Thus Becker does have some respect for well-intentioned

nobles and for those, like the El-ector of Maínz, entrusted

with higher office- And part of Becker-s early position con-

cerning the role of government may well be found in his
statement in the fourteenth l-etì;er of his first, travel- re-

----! 
-l:JUr.tJ-

2ËFor Blanning's
Reform and Revolution,

similar assessment of Dalberg see
p_1yu_
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Der- hiesige Landesherr weil3 eehr- wohl, daÊ der
Zweck seiner Regierung ist, Bürgerglück zu schaf-
fen- Diesen sucht er auch möglichst zu erreichen-
(125)

For Becker, those who warrant the most, critícism are the

pett,y nobles and the young, spoíled and l-istless members of

the aristocracy who gallivant around Europe in the lap of

luxury and deliberat,ely neglect to better themselves or to

improve the l-ot of t,heir subjects- Nevertheless, Becker

hesitates to suggest that al-1 monarchies be repudiaÈed and

that all- governing authority be handed over to the ordinary

people -

ït is imperative that one read the works of Becker,

payíng special attention to his ínterpretation of the French

Revol-ut,ion and it,s implicat,ions for his homeland- With re-

gard to this topíc über Mainz remains somewhat puzzling-

Granted, one notices an enlightened response from Becker ín

his call for responsíble government and the increased wel-

fare for the ordinary citizens, but one must bear in mind

that this work isas -written ín I79L-9Z after the euphoric

initial reactions to the French Revolution by enthusiastic

and supporti-ve intellectuals across Europe. While Carnpe, ín

his Bríefe aus ParisÞ ga.ve a glowíng and emotional testimony

orL behalf of the French Revolution Becker expresses no such

enthusiasm- ïn úber Maínz one finds no empty slogans, and no

verbose lectures an the freedom a:rd liberty of the indi'¡id*

uari- fn fact, a carefi:.l reading of Becker's work does not
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unearth any direct mention of the F'rench Revolution until

page 58 where he casually mentions a certain person being

the author of the "beliebte Geschichte der Französischen

Revol-ution-" To be sure, there are later passagee which do

bet,ray his admiration for the political events in France and

the potentially positive developments for mankind to be de-

rived from them, but overt enthusiaem is lacking- Little

more than the practical application to everyday situations

of the basíc revolutionary tenets ís obvious- An example ís
provided in the llth letterr ês Becker describes the bl-a-

tant, publíc physical abuse of a poor peasant at the hands

of a nobleman io¡ho felt sIíghted at the peasant"s inabílity

to get out of his path on a etreet:

Wie abschrekend dieses Verfahren für einen Bürger
ist, und wie es gerade der wahren politischen
Theorie entgegen läuft, scheínt man nicht, zu
erwägen- (103)

Thís "wahre politische Theorie" would seem to refer to the

basíc tenets of the Revolution encompassing the notion of

universal human rights, and the humane treatment of one-s

subj ects -

In addition, it seems that Becker, ât t,his point in his

writings does not hope for or desire a similar revol-utíon

for Germany- Nor doee he fear any reprisals from the French

in his homeland: "lrorr den Fransosen [ist] auch nicht so

leicht ein úberfal-l- zu befürchten t---l" (l-06)-
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Such a sentíment was, however, not atypical of German

intellectual-s at the time- The predominant mood was one of
praise and admiration for the French people who were per-

ceived to be unit,ed ín brotherly l-ove and content, to spread

their ideas of freedom l:ea.cefully, and few Germans outsid.e

of the nobílity had concerned themselves much with the pros-
pect of the tr'rench forcing their revolution upon the rest of
Europe as was the case probably within months of Becker

having wrít,ten his report-26 CIn page ro7 Becker presents

another somewhat puzzlíng position:

Mann hatte damal-s [vor einem Jahr] vor einem über-
faI1 von Seíten der Demokraten eine panische
Furcht, die überflüssig gewesen wäre, wenn man wie
in der benachbarten Pfa]z díe Arist,okraten verban-
net and verjaget, hätte- Der Hof scheint aber hier-
über ganz anders zu denken, denn er nimmt nicht
nur díe Emigranten mit Freuden auf, sondern sucht
ihnen auch noch durch gute Bewirthung ihr Schick-
sa1 erträglich zu machen- (107)

Besides addressing the topic of the "Emigrantenr " which we

have aJ-ready noted was the impetus for Becker-s tract a-
gainst the Duke of Metternich-I¡línneburg, h* seems at thís
point to be advocating the abol-itíon of the aristocrãcy,
something which contradícts his earl-ier remarks- The reader

ís led to -wond.er what Becker-s true posítion ie- rs he, at

this point, s-r-ill a pragmatic philosopher who has some sort

Ë6On April 10, 1,792, France
Prussian Alliance-

began war with i;he Austro/
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of conception clf the limited relevance of monarchg, or has

he already joined the other German Jacobins who, Inge Ste-

phan says, rejected "die Monarchie als Staatsform" (73) -

St,ephan cont,inues: "Das vom aufgeklärten Ahsolutísrnu.E ent-

worfene Idealbild vom Monarehen als 'Hausvater- wurde als
*äußerst unpassende Paral-l-el-e' zurückgewiesen [--,]"

\l.J,r--'

Becker-s first work can hardly be typified as Jacobin;

however, the suggestion cited above may serve as a clue for

assessing hís subsequent travel reports- Nevertheless there

remain other inherent contradictions- His apparent distaste

for the "Pöbel" has already been noted ín this chapter

(p-L24), but it would be inappropriate to characterize hís

position as upper class snobbery- His truly cornpassionate

descriptions of the lives of the poor wine growers around

Mainz (L27), effectíve1y countera.ct such an impression:

Der Bauer wird in hiesigen Landen gar nicht ge-
achtet, ob man gleich einsehen muß¡ daß er die
erste Stütze des Staats sei - Die Steuer - und
Landtaxen wären noch ert,räglich, und der Land.mann
hätte nicht so sehr deswegen zu klagen, allein un-
ter diesen gibt es sehr viele arme Leute, und der
hiesige Weinbauer muß am meisten l-eiden - (I27)

It wil-l be left, up to Becker-s later travel- reports to

determine the true path which his convictions wílI take-

uTStephan attributes the words "äußerst unpassende Pa-
rallele" to Rebmanns Das neue Eraue Ungeheuer, (Altona
1795), I p-48ff- Althr:ugh that work appeared in i-?95, àhe
notion was not unique even in L792-
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On the whole, Becker-s report ís a. very traditionaf

kind of topographical- report, free from any seriously em-

barrassing diatribes, excessively danÊlerou.s political cri-

tiqrres, posturing utopianíemu or e-tensir¡e Frogramming- The

topics he broaches are typical and Becker tries to give a,

readable, enlíghtened, well-rounded, and informative account

of the city of Mainz and the surrounding areas as he ob-

served them during his stay there- Wíth the exception of a

few passa.ges regarding the Roman Catholic thurch¡ clne ís

indeed sometimee at a losg to explaín why the author felt ít

necessa.ry to publish his travel report anonymously- Becker-s

youth and perhaps his concern for his famíly in Beil-stein, a

predominantly Catholic area¡ flåV have deterred him from re-

vealing his identity- The social criticism and the political

views of thís work place it squarely in the maínstream of

contemporary travel l-iterature: its ideas are neither too

radical nor too dangerous-
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uber Mainz-

4-3-2. Fragmente aus dem Taeebuch

eines reísenden

travel report, and

political landscape in both France and Germany during the

interim- The city of Mainz had seen days as a republic,

Louís XVï had been executed, the days of the Jacobin dic-

tatorship had passed, and Napoleon-s armies had heen

fíghting successful campaigns ín Europe- Does Becker"s next

work show any signs of having been ínfl-uenced by the con-

tinuing course of the Revol-ut,ion? An initial- glance at, the

t,it,le prompt,s the reader ans\Ârer with a resounding yes- This

second work, published in 1798 bears the full title: FraE-

mente aus dem Tagebuch eines reisenden Neu-Franken- The

títle alone serves to point, out the development and intensi-

ficatíon of Becker"s support for the French Revol-ution- He

now calls himself a "Neu-Franke-" The or-lce "verhaßten Fran-

zosen" had come to be cal-led by those Germans s¡rmpathetic ts

the revolution, "Franken" or everi "Brüder" (Inge Stephan 32)

and hence, Becker-s use of t,he term "Neu-F-ranke" cail l-eave

rì.o doubt in the reader " s mind as to ççhere the author's sym-

s next

It, wa.s

Neu-Franken

known work differs signíficantly from

published six years after his first

a great deal had happened to change the

151
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pathies lie- The t,erm does indeed suggest the "offen zlrr

schau gestellte sympathie fùr díe Revolution" that Griep

associates with this work ("Nachwort" l-59) - Becker, however,

does not, yet wish to l-et, the worl-d know that he is the "Nelr-

Franke" - The work was published anonymously- The subtitl-e

reads simply: "Herausgegeben von seinem F'reunde B- " The

place of publication íe girren as "F"rankfurt und Leipzig_"

The work, unlike über Mainz, begíns with some íntro-

ductory renrarks- First there is a dedicat,ion, cryptically

addressed: "An F-J- C]- in D-"

been est,ablished, but one can infer from this dedication,

that it is a friend of Becker-s who st,udied at the Univer-

sity of Göttingen with him,

had to flee hís fatherland, possibly as a resul_t of his

political beliefs- The dedication Ì¡/as signed in hlarsaw in

May of L797 -

The dedication is foll-owed by a prefaee by the pub-

lísher who, according to Griep, can be assumed to be Becker

("Nachwort" l-61)- Besídes extolling the virtues of the book,

it offers references to Becker"s far-ranging traveJ-s io Mos-

cow: ftalyo Lisbon and other places mentioned previously in

this thesis (p- 7I2) - From the preface we also learn some-

thing about the author's theories of tr-avel-- He cl-aims tc,

draw on a varíety of informational sor;rces, not wanting to

limit himself to an el-itist or one-sided viewpoint; he

Who this ¡>erson is has not

a friend who may well have
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strives for a rrùelI-rounded one, gaining insight from aE ma.rry

dífferent experiences as possible:

Der Verfa.sser ist einer von denen, die seit eí-
nigen Jahren mit ihrem lrlolfstornist,er auf dem Rü-
cken garrse Lånder durchziehen, und vor den gewöhn-
lichen Reisenden das voraushaben, daß sie ihre
Nachrichten nicht alleinin glänzenden Gesell-schaf-
ten, ín Wirthshäusern, oder wohl gar in Bordell_en
sammeln- (Vorrede des Heran-¿sgebers)

The ídeas expreesed ín the above sentence are not

unlike t,hose of some other Jacobin travellers of Becker's

day- For example, Johann Gottfríed Seume felt simílarly that

it was unaccepta.ble to restrict t,he point of view ín a trav-

el report to t'hat of the first class travell-er who vísíts

only those sites associated with aristocratic or u.¡>per

middle c1ass val-ues - Information u it was felt , must be

gathered from all segments of society- Ëerrme achíeved this
goal by means of walking from destínation to deetination,

for ae he writes in Mein Ëommer 1805: "So wie man im Wagen

sitzt', hat man sich sogleich einige Grade der ursprüngtichen

Humanität entfernt- Man kann Niemand mehr fest, und rein in"s

Angesicht sehen, wie man soll [ - - - ] "24 (cit. in Griep,

Reisen 752) - ïnge Stephan writes that: "diese Art, des Rei-

sens sie [Jakohiner] mit den Unt,erschichten in Kontakt

brachte und ihnen eínen unmittelbaren, unverfäl-schten Ein-

zBJohann Gottfried
also Seumer "Spaziergang
sämmtl-iche ïderke B vols-

Seume, Mein Sommer l-805 ( 1805 ) - See
nach Syrakus im Jahre LBtz", Seumes
(Leipzíg: 1-863) vo1- 1-
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druck von den Lebensbedingungen deg Vnlkes verschaffte"

(180)- Rebmann in his Kosmopolitische WanderunÊen also

asserts that, his method of travell-ing differed signifícantl-y

frorn t,hat of someone "der in einer stol-zen Extrapost an-

kommt, im besten Gasthof seines Leibes pflegt, und sich auf

Assembleen, Picknícks und Bä1len herumwirbel-t und jedem

Gegenstand, der seine Betäubung zerstreuen könnte, sorfältig

ausweicht" (39) -

But, despite all of Becker-s own efforts to wíden the

scope of his descríptions, some anecdotes, the publisher

feels, had to be omitted- Evídently there was some ma-

terial, deemed even from the point of víew of a "Neu-

Franke", as being too risky to include:

I,t7as die Briefe über tlien betrifft, so hat sich der
Herausgegeber genöthigt gesehen, manche geile Ran-
ken daran uu beschneidenu damit sie nicht an einem
oder dem andern Orte Bauchgrimmen erregen möchten-
(Vorrede )

Regarding the form of this second work, it too presents

quite a contrast to über Mainz- The most obvious one is that,

it concerns more than juet orre city- ït is a col'lection of

lettere i¡¡ritten from different locatíons but eucceeds none-

theless in not becoming entirely topographical - ïn the

framework of a "Reisebericht" u Beckær offers a nrrmber nf

discussions about various topics, not just, a simple journal

or diary wherein travel-s merel¡r provi de the means for con-

trast and comparison- Rather, in Fraflmente, a. mrmber of
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small-er essays emerge- Becker arranges hís letters with a

definite program in mind for demongtrating his oi,an point of

víew on socíal and poritical issues as opposed to offering

simple descriptive and to¡-,,ographical ínformation on specifíc

cities or local-es-

The work is laid out, very carefully and explicitly-

Each set of letters hag a t,itle- The first is entitled:
"Drey Briefe über das Reichskammergericht in wetzlar" the

next: "Fünf Briefe über Wien" - Following them a.re sectíons

entitled: "Etwas über die Juden in Prag", "Durchflug durch

Böhmen, Mähren und einen Theil von Schlesien"- The l-ast

section which consists of only one letter and functions

almost as a kind of appendix to aid the understanding of the

preceding chapters, is a defence of his alma mater, the Uni-

versíty of Göttingen (called the "Königin der teutschen

Akademien" in the dedicatíon), entitled: "Göttingen gegen

einige Brochurenschreiber und Kläffer vertheidigt- "

The University of Göttíngen was, of course, renowned

for it,s progressive and liberaL attitudes, and, during the

l-ate 1700s? as an established "think-tank" of Enlight,enment

idears- The universíty was home to some of the best known

enlightened thinkers, such as Ludwig August von Schlözer,

Ludwig Tìmotheus Freiherr von spittler-, Johann chr-istoph

Lichtenberg and Johann Stephan Pütter- Becker writes his
treatíse in order to defend these men and others against

at,tacks from conservatives who bel-íeve: "steif und fest,
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alles Unheíl welches die F"ranzösiche Revolut,ion angerichtet

hat, sey gröl3tent,heils von hier [Göttingen] ausgegangen"

(190)- He continues and Llses an example to d.emonstrate to

r,vhat degree thís unfavourable reput,ation has spread and how

it has affected him personally:

Es ist jetzt, da prlienl eine schl-echte Empfehlung,
wenn man hier studiert hat, und es ist mir selbst
begegnet, daß ein Minister, bey dem ich etwas
suchte u rrnd der- sonst nicht von dem gemeinen
Schlage war, zu- mir gesagt hat: gut, Alles recht
Éut, aber wären sie in Gött,ingen nie gewesen-
( 1s2-1e3 )

Becker does not dispute the fact that aome ideals of

the French Revolution had found a warm reception in Göt,-

tingen - this was obvious -

ídeas accepted and discussed there did not result in open

and radical cal-ls for revolut,ion and for the kind of terror

which had occurred in París a few years ea.rl-ier- He argues

that the great minds at the university should be seen as

intelligent and pragmatic moderates e;{pounding truth and

coÍrmon sense- For example, in defense of Schlözer he writes

on pa.ge l-93:

but emphasizes rather that the

Es ist gewi$, daÊ Schlózer dadurch [his "St,aats-
anzeigen"] der teutschen Publicität einen eigenen
sehr vortheil-haften Schwung gegeben und die Nation
auf gewisse Dinge vorbereitet hat- Aber wo hat er
gewaltsame Revolutionen gepredigt? lst, nicht víel-
mehr in allen seinen Schríften durchaus ein edl-er
Abscheu vor denjenigen VorfäIlen sichtbar, die in
unsern Tagen die Menschheit geschändet haben? Und
hat nicht der edl-e Mann die Fortsetzung seiner
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Ëtaatsanzeigen sehr gern und freiwillig aufgege-
ben, um der in diesem l(riege so sehr bedrängten
teutschen Nation noch håufigere Ursachen zum Kla-
Elen zu. geben¡ urn nicht 01 in"s Feuer z\7 gießen?
( 1e3-1e4 )

In defense of Spittler, årI historian who had made the

"error" of saying that, history speaks for itsel-f, Becker

relates that:

Spittler ist durch zwey l{orte in dem zro'eiten Bande
seiner Staatengeschichte in der ganzen östemeich-
ischen Monarchie auf einmal- ein Jakobiner [2s]geworden, ohne zu wissen, wie? r¡/enn vorhin die
Theologen über ihn geschrieen haben¡ so thun es
die Pol-itiker jetzt in einem noch ungleích stärk-
ern Grade, versteht sich, die Hofpolit,iker- t - - - ]
So können es ihm die Hemn doch nicht verzeihen,
daß er den Kayser Josef einen wohlwollenden Des-
poten genannt hat t---]- Genauer betrachtet hatte
das Publikum längst über Josef auf eben diese Art
entschieden, ehe Spit,tler obige 2- fürchterl-iche
Worte [wohlwollenden Despoten] drucken 1ieÊ, und
es wundert mích, daß man nicht die ganze histo-
risch-litterarische Welt Jakobiner nennt, weil
sích ihr Fach nie herabl-äßt, den Großen zu
schmeicheln- Wenn derjenige ein Jakobiner ist, der
Josefen einen wohl-wollenden Despoten nennt ¡ so
sind wir al-le Jakobiner und so hat Osterreich
BewíÊ tausend und aber tausend Jakobiner in seinen
St,aaten- t- - - I Oder soll es viell-eichÈ gar Mode
werden, die Sunden Friedrichs TII - Karl-s V- der
Ferdinande ec. øu beschönigen, oder erstreckt sich
der Grundsatz der- österreichischen Univereitäten:
die Person des Fürsten íst heilíg und unverletz-
lich, auch über das Urtheil der Geschichte? Ist es
dies, so v¡lirde ich mich wenigst,ens mit dem Beyna-
men eines Jakobiners und Sanskulotten sehr ge-
schmeichel-t fühlen - ( 195-197 )

zeThe word "Jakobiner
pe"iorative Eense- In Eecker
u¡ord was different then it

" is, of courge, used"g time in Germany the
is toda¡r -

here in a
use of the
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As the lett,er continues, it, becomes obwious that

Becker's glowing endorsement of the university and the

community in Göttingen is steeped in fond reminiscence- Nci

doubt he also feel-s a senae of duty to his old universíty-

He writes enthueiastically of the studíous atmosphere, its

religious tolerance, affordabilít,y, and other factors- Un-

derlying his statements ( and t,his is why this letter is so

important to us) is t,he fact that Becker, by defending pro-

ponents of the Enlightenment, is clearly expoundíng his own

posítion vis-a-vis the French Revo1ution- "Yes", Becker ad-

mits, dreadful events associated with t,he revolutíon,

"Tage die die Menschheit geschändet haben" (193) - hawe

taken place, but he, not unlike the moderates he etudíed

under, still believes in the basíc qualities of Freedom,

Equality and the Rights of Man, and claims that to resign

oneself to anyt,hing less would be a bet,rayal of many years

of progress- ïf, as Griep rightly asserts, the Fragmente are

"ungleich radikaler" than uber Mainz (Reisen und deutsche

Jakobiner 68) then such a eonfession verifies that claim-

The rest of the iøork carrieg its own import although at

first glance one is led to suspect otherwise- Until about

tv¡o-thirds of the way into the first, paragraph of the first

letter originating from Ï¡letzlarp one appears to be ccln-

fronted with a work which bears a striking resemblance to

über Mainz; a poJ-ite, matter-of-fact, travel report çr'herein

the author modestly resolves to do his best to write a
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pleasing and entertaining descriptíon of his most recent
travels- The final- one-third of the paragraph, however,

shows shad-es of the familiar sarcasm of Becker and fore-
shadows its l-ater use as one of his most effective tool-s for
criticízing social and political abuses:

Es kann auch seyn, daÊ mír da und dort, ein Wört-
chen einfallen möchte, das nicht jedem Gaumen be-
hagt; ich werde mir aber so viel mögIich angelegen
seyn lasgen, im Ganzen von meinem Gegenstande mit
Anstand zu sprechen, damit der unbefangene ehrwür-
dige Ríchter nícht die Miene verziehen möge¡ wenn
auch gewisse Kläffer wie gewöhnlich laut werden
sollten- (3-4)

Becker-s stay in Wetzlar, while being a part of hís
apprentíceship, also provided hím v¡íth a perfect oppor-tunity

for observing¡, judging and at,tacking thoses element,s he

deeply despised wíthin t,he absolutist German st,ates- At

question here ís the "Reíchskammergerícht" and its politícal

and bureaucratic apparatus-

oft'en portrayed in German history and 1íterature and by

men such as Goet,he, as one of the most corrupt and quin-

tessentially bureaucs'atíc public ínstitutions of its t,ime,

the "Reichskammergericht" \n7as a meeting place for everyorre

from small-minded, incompetent and petty cirril servants to

vain 2 superf ic ial- government rninisters _ Grant,ed, it may

never really have been as bad as it, v/as purported to be
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(even Goethe míssed the mark somewhatso) but it nonethe-

l-ess provided reform-minded intell-ectuals like Becker wíth
an easy t'arget for theÍr attack on the existing socíal and

political stru-ctures - Becker seizes the opportunít,y and

crit,icízes all conceivable aspects of lífe in üIetzlar and at
the law courts, with his usual keen and discerning sense of
observat,ion and his earcastic tone- unlike in uber Mainz,

here arr things smacking even remotery of upper class airs
and privileges are the targfet of crit,icism- Becker begins

hís damnation of the law courts wíth a short historical

int,roduction- on the basís of some simple "then and. now"

comparisons in regarding the history of t,he city, h* draws

the conclusion that Wetzlar "ungleich wohlhabender war, als
sie jetzt ohne den Aufenthalt des Kammergerichts seyn würde"

(4), and fol-rows v¡ith hís initial- t,opographical character-
ization of t,he city ítself (4) - After his opening remarks it
seems as íf Becker can hardly wait to tear into the despísed

petty abuses the court is famou.s for- within the parameters

of what is a well-organízed and informative overvìew of the

entire judicial process at the courts in wet,zlar, he¡ ês a

true rebel-lious "Neu-Franke" sets to work attacking the out-
dated institution- Not going unnoticed by Beckeru for e:ç-

3örnterestíng in this connectíon is Griep's artícr-e
"Ar.rs dem Tagebuch eines reisenden Neufranken- Bemerkungen ELi.
Johann Níkolaus Beckers Leben und- ÞIerk" - rn it Griep con-
trasts t'he perceptions of the "Reichskalnmergericht, " of
Becker and Goethe-
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evident ín Wetzlar:

ïch hörte sogiar einmahl- Einen laut, im Theater
sagen: es 'ist doch zum Rasend werden, daß man
hier so viel-e Langeweíle hat, und nicht weißr wo
man die Zeit hinbringen soll- Und doch hatte der
Mann gegen 30- unerl-edigte Extrajudíeial-Sachen im
Hause, und seit 2- Jahren noeh nicht, ein einzíges-
mahf judieialiter referirt; aber dagegen Bälle
entrepenirt, Tänze aufgeführt, Lustparthieen ge-
macht, Gastmäl-er gegeben, Faro gespielt, u- dgl-
(23)

In addition to his comments regarding the absence of the

work ethic, Becker al-so presents various examples of per-

verted logic practised by the lega1 bureaucracy (27-22) and

identifies various other abuses some of which include sleep-

ing on the job and "was eben so arg ist, Zeitungen und Jour-

nale lesen" (25) during sittings- And when the members of

the court do meet at the "Audíenzen" Becker complains that:

1t1

among'the appointees of the court

Becker criticizes as well the personal and prívate

l-ives of those associated with the courts- He does so with

the bit,ing wit and Earcasm which is every bit as entertain-

ing as it is informative- We read, for example, about the

upper social circles associated with the court. hierarchv:

t---l man hört
l-iches Gemurmel,
Truthahnsgekoller

dabey nichts als ein unverständ-
das ich in der That mit einem
vergleichen möcht,e - ( 36-37 )
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Gesellschaft,en sind so fade und leer, dal3 man a}le
Lust an ihnen verliert- Ausgenommen, dal3 man im
Staatstalar und Degen dabey erscheinen muÊ, find-
est du weder die Schmausereien der Wiener und
Münchener, noch den Aufwand der Hamburger darínn-
Das wäre nun freilich nícht viel verlorenÞ wenn
man auf der anderen Seite durch eine gewlirzte Un-
terhaltung entschädígt würde- Aber damít sieht es
noch erbärinlícher au.a - Sprichst du mit dem
Assessor¡ so dreht sich alles um mandata S- et
C-C. und die Weíber haben entweder schon ihre
Cicisbos, oder díe stecken hinter eínem so
sÈinkenden Stolz, da$ man davon laufen möchte-
Selbst hier behaupten sie einen gewissen Rang
unter sich und bilden gleichsam ein weibliches
Kammergericht- Die Frauen der kurfürstlichen
Assessoren gehen den andern nach einer gewissen
Ordnung vor- Sie sitzen auf Fa.ulbetten, während
sich die andern mit Sesseln begnügen, reichen dír
mít unbeschreiblích affectierter Hoheit die Hand
zum Kusse und røerden von dem Männervolke mit einem
Schwal-e von Titulaturen überhäuft, dal3es zum Todt-
lachen ist- Was für erbärmlíche Ro1len oft hierbey
gespielt werden, übersteigt allen Glauben- Da
sitzt z-B- die gnädige F'rau , die durch die Be-
förderung ihres Mannes auf einmahl aus dem Bürger-
stande getreten ist, und beläst,ígt deine Ohren mit
dem abscheulichsten Deutsch oder dem Patoíe fran-
zösischer Fischweiber, das ihren Krämer oder
Kammermädchen-Stand nicht verkennen 1äl3t; erzà}:rl-t
dir ihre Abenteuer zu der ZeLt,, als Karl XIIÏ - b*y
Pultawa geschlagen ward, auch wohl etwas von But-
ter und Käge u- dg1- Die Andern sind in beständige
Parthieen an die Spieltische vertheilt, wo oft
sehr hoch gespielt, irird, selbst Faro nícht altsge-
nommen, für das im vorigen Winter von der Frau
eines Assessors und einem österreíchischen General
eine eigene Bank errichtet war- (7-9)

And as if to say to the reader that he really ís not making

al-l of this up, Becker refers him to Goethe:

hlenn du mehr von dieeen Erbärmlichkeiten l-egen
wíllst¡ Eo kannst du eíne rneisterhafte Schilderung
von der Hand des vortreflichen Göthe [sic] in
Werthers Leíden find-en, die buchstäbliche Wahrheít



All in all" Becker concludes:

íst, und jedem,
meines Vergnügen

The situation at wetzlar is indeed tailor-made for hís
ouTn program of criticizing the many shortcomings of the es-

t'ablishment as he perceives them- Through Becker'e charact-

erizatíon, the reader, íf not ¡rst, convinced of the need for

reform of some of the state"s ex-isting institutions, would

certainly be ínclined to add them to the list,_

ït must be noted that in the FraHmente, Becker makes

the effort: âs he had in über Mainz to be as fair as pos-

síbre- rn fact, right aft,er mentíoning Goethe*s narne, Becker

takes the position that not all men of jurísprudence asso-

ciated with the courts in Wetz]ar are to be condemned equal-

lv - He sueigeat= that upetandinEl men are to be found in the

community, but, that one must unfor-tunately often go out of
one-s way to find them- rn this case Becker-s words are

genuine, not hypocritical or designed to flatt,er_

1t3

der selbst híer bekannt íst, unge-
machen muß- (10)

Eine künftige Visitation wird hier erstaunl-ich
víeI auszumisten haben- (23)

Willst du dích gut unterhalten, so mußt du einige
der AssesËoren, die wirklích viel-e Routine und
l{eltkenntníß besitzen, beeondere besuchen- Ídenn du
dieses Gl-tick hast ¡ so i¿irst du in der That Aus-
bildung, Artigkeit, Liebe ELl den schónen Künsten



And paradoxícally, the young apprentice does indeed

find a rather tolerant and liberal mood in the cit,y of

Ïdetzl-ar itself :

und Wissenschaften und
fi.O )

Aul3er einigen Universität,en und Reichsstädten
findest du gewiß keinen Ort in Teutschland¡ wo die
politíschen Meinungen so frei sind, a1s hier- Du
kannst dich geradezu für den wärmsten Anhänger der
Franzosen erklären, ohne daß du in Gefahr komnst,
nur den geríngsten Vorwurf zu hören- Díe größten
politischen Ketzereien und die ungereimtesten Be-
hauptungen finden ihre Vertheidiger- Ieh habe noch
nirgends in öffentliehen Häusern über die Angele-
genheíten der Zeit so ungescheut räsonniren ge-
hört, a1s hier, und das verechiedene Tnteresse der
Disput,irenden Partheienu giebt nicht sel-ten zu den
l-ächerlíchsten Auftritten Anlaß- ln allen Stücken
ist man frei und ungenirt, wenn man nur wil-l-, und
mit dem Geríchte ín keiner Verbindung steht- Man
trínkt, schmaust, spielt, mit, Karten und Würfeln,
und geht in Bordelle, weil es hier keine Polizey-
knechte und keine Beleuchtung giebt,- Geset,ze die
heute z-B- gegen die Hazardspiele gemacht werden,
sind morgen schon vergessen und übernorp¡en hört
man schon wieder die Würfel in den Gasthöfen
rassel-n- (45-46)

Thus here: âs in the previous "Reisebericht", Becker demon-

strates his ability to offset his negative comments with

positive ones when it, is just,ified, amelíorating hís

cynicism by remaíning pragmatic and realistic-

On the s¡hol-e, i* these letters originating from Wetzlar

Becker generally steers clear of direct, personal attacks

against the most prominent figures in German politics (ex-

164

einen muntern Ton finden-
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cept in the case of the Duke af Neu-Wíed)el and from at-
tacks on the church as well- Pa.ramount ín Eecker-s mind is
his int,ention to highlíCht and

about the F"rench Revolutíon and

sarcasm and all the criticigm serves him wel-l as a vehícle

for the strengthening of his reformist, positíon_

Ìdot onry does Becker register numerous legítimate com-

plaints, he also offers his own

problems- As a way of curbing the

at the law courtg, for example,

straightforward gol-utíon - "Preßfreiheit" (ZB) :

to publícize his own beliefs

the Enlightenment- Atl the

Ein sicheres Mittel, der Faulheit Grenzen zu se-
tzen und Eseln den Eingang in das Heiligthum der
Themis zu verschlieÊen, wäre gewiß díe PreFfrei-
heit, - (24)

He clarifies that statement in the following \¡¡ay:

solutions to some of the

rampant laziness prevalent

he proposes a símple but

ïch begreife darunter nicht die Freiheít über die
Gebrechen des Gerichts, ohne Scheu seiàe Meinung
sagen zu dürfen, die jedermann vermöge der teut-
schen Constitution schon hat, und die sich auch
ohne das von selbst verstünde, sondern díe allge-
meine Freiheit, die Relationen der Beisitzer 217
lesen, drucken zu lassen, mit Noten zu begleíten
u- s-1Â7- (24)

on the basis af euch openrress, Becker arg'ues, the whole

system would be coerced into becoming more expedient, effí-

alThe full, entertaining
of the "Neuwieder Sache" is
Reise in the 13th letter-

and bizarre account by Becker
found in Beschreibrrne meiner
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directed upon it

in the fact that

open and public

them by feudal

better treatment
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all, fair, because of the public attention

But the biggest benefit of all Becker seeÉ

it would encourage ordinary citizens in an

forum to challenge injustices foieted upon

lords and woul-d lead ín t,he end to much

of subjects by their rulers:

Und was noch herrlícher ist: einíge wícht.ige
Sachen, z-B- der Unterthanen gegen ihren Fürsten,
würde die Sache der ganzeri Naticin werden, und der
teutsche Gemeingeíst vielleicht wieder aufblühen-
Wenn Al-les im werthen teutschen Vaterl-ande so
stünde, wie es von Gott und Rechtswegen stehen
sollte, und wenn die Vorstellungen des Bùrgers zu
Regensburg und Wien Gehör fänden¡ so lohnte es
síeh wohl der Mühe, dal3 ein Mann voll Geíst und
Kraft sich an diesem Gegenstande versuchte- Doch
ist es vielleicht auch zu hoffen, daß die gröl3te
Revolution all-er Zeiten, nebst so manchen andern
r,¡-ohlthåtigen Eínfl-üssen auf Teut,schland auch die-
sen hat, und dadurch eines Theíls ftir die Wunden
entsehädigt, die sie, freílich nur durch die Un-
besonnenheit gewísser Fürsten, geschlagen hat-
(26-27 )

The concl-usions he draws on

reaching implicat,ions for him:

Aber ich getraue mír, ich der Weltbürger, dem du
das wohl nicht zutrauen sol-ltest, für die Behaup-
tung mit, Degen und Rohr 21f, Felde zu ziehen, daf,3
durch die Bemühungen des Kammergerichts dem San-
kulotismus Isic] teutscher Tarnerlane zehnmal- mehr
gesteuert w-orden i=t, al-s durch al-le Rescripte des
Reichshofraths seit seiner Existenz- (28)

this topic contain far-
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comíng
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ís this if not a perfect refl-ectíon of t,he new ideas

from France? From here Becker proceeds to outline
case studíes regarding t,he ríght of subjects to t,ake theír

lords t,o court, and he tries t,o establish a case for his

beliefs on the basís of the ideals of equality and respon-

síble government as promoted by the French Revolutíon- F{e

leads the discussion into the absurd and burlesque with the

inclusion of the "Nerrwieder Sache" mentioned above (p-164)-

The issue of subjects taking their rr.lers to court

leads Becker agaín to one of his basic premises and he pre-

eents it in such a way a.s to make proud any reformer whose

heart beats ín time to the Marseillaise:

Aber daß die Sache eines Unmittelbaren oder gar
eines Reichsetandes reiflichere überlegung ver-
diene und wichtiger sey, als die eines Bürgers,
ist die unverschämteste Behauptung, die man machen
kann, und der Grund dazu laßt sich nu.r in den
teutschen Reichsgesetzen, die noch mehr dumme
Streiche gemacht habenu und ín dem verbrannten Ge-
hirne kríechender Sklaven suchen- Dergleichen Ge-
setze zeigen mehr als øu sehr, wie der überflüs-
sige Adel- vor dem nothwendígen Bürger und noch
nothwendigern Bauern begünstigt wird- So gar bis
in die Audienzen erstreckt sich die Albernheit, und
der Präsident sitzt mit gröpern Ernste und mehrern
Assessoren, wesrn Urtheile gegen St,ände publizirt
werden, als v/enn es sich um díe Sache eines Pri-
vatmannes handelt- (41)

All in al-l, based on the f irst three letters of -.,his

travel- report, it must be said that Becker"s tone has

changed dramatically in the cor-trse of six ]¡ears- The trepi-

datíon díspl-ayed at times in über Mainz has all but, dísap-
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peared and the author nov¡ refuses to mince words- Êfe is

Elenerous in his uee of sarcasm and satire, yet s:çercises

restraínt at the appropríate tímes, adoptirig a level-headed

and pragmatic tone in order to make a seríous point- Apart

from the obviously more animated nature of his presentation,

one also notiees a more mature and more complex writíng

style- At' the same time his language absorbs many expres-

síone from the revcllution such as "Despotigmusr " "asia-

tischer Despotigmu.sr " "ùberflüssiger Adel" a.s well as such

posit,ive terms such as "Freiheitr" and "Weltbürger"- Such a

change in vocabulary alone points to a defínite strengthen-

ing of his convictions: or at least a vastly greater degree

of sel-f-confidence in presenting his own positíon_

In t,he third l-etter from Wetzlar, Becker's second

travel report suddenly takes on a much more "typical" and

traditíonal form ín that Becker emphasizes topographical

matters rather than politica] cclnsiderations- As such this

chapter more t,han the previous two reminds the reader of

úber Mainz in its style and content as he discusses a wide

range of topics such as fashion, concerts, night 1ife,

taverns, ba1ls, costs of livíng, etc_

of considerabl-e interest in this l-ast lett,er from

wetzlar is the inclusion by Becker of a retracing of the

storyline of Goethe"s werther ( "der Roman al-ler Romane" )

(49-50)- Eecker- Fays homage to it by recountingf the suffer-

ing Werther's (he calls him by hí= historical prototype



l-69

Jerusalem) movement,s through the area around Wetslar andu of

course, "Waldheim"-BË Becker doee ít, tastefully and inter-

estingly and through it offers the reader some wonderful

prose- The ínclusíon of this section is also an interesting

reminder of how popl-l

was at that time, almost a quarter of a century after its

appearance- On the basis of an obscure travel report, to-

day"s reader is remínded of the ímportance and influence of

Goethe's work, and how the ideas it contained found popular

expression in the thciught,s and- actíons of men such as

Becker, who were motivated to try to change the st,ifling

condit,ions outlined in Goethe-s novel-

In directinËl our attention norç to the letters from

Vienna, written, we asstlme, while Becker particípated in

further apprenticeshíp duties at the "Reichshofrath": wÊ

notice the "freimütig-kritischen" tone from the earlier

letters about Wetzlar carried over here for use in an

analysis of the Austrian cit,y and it,s political institu-

tíons- Austria, the most reactionary and conservative state

in Europe at the time, ùzas at war with France- Austria was

notorious for its v¡ell-maíntained network of spies, stríct

censorship and strong police and military presence i¡: the

ever;rd¿y l-ife of its citizens - inrrit,ing targets for Becker,

who generally is not very malicious or overly critical in

lar Die Leiden des .iuneen Werthers still

32fn Becker-s text
Idhat is meant, of course 7

it is referred to
is "Wahl-heim" -

as "l{aldheim"
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these matters in t,hís travel report,- He follows a more to-
pographical and descript,ive approach, and looks at the

Víennese in a generally light-hearted manner- He continues

to rely on hís Eense of humour and prÐjects a kínd of.

laissez-faire attítude vis-à-vis the world of the VienneseF

accepting that things are simply different ín their part of
the world and avoiding openly critical- comparisons with Ger-

many- Obvious social and polítical differences are? of
cojJrse, mentioned, but Becker's more topoElraphical- approach

here is typifíed ín hís descriptione of t,hings like inns,
pubs, cafés, restaurants, archítecture, st,reets, gardens and

the like- Becker suggests,however, that in time the Aus-

trians, too, will see the light and benefít from the ideas

of the French Revol-ution as Prussia and parts of Germany

were now more open to do- He demonstrates an air of super-

iority over the much-maligned viennese and delights in
poking fun at them- A hint of snobbery is revealed in

Becker-s words-

Becker"s letters from Vienna end somewhat suddenly,

however, with ne\Ars that the French are on the capital - s

front steps and that he is obeying an edict, forcing a1J-

foreigners to leave the city- fn some masterful passage=

Becker ma.nages to describe the ensuing havoc which the news

of the imminent arrival- of Napoleon "mít seiner nie besíeg-

ten Armee" (I29) has instígated- And in the ensuing chaos

Becker a]so finds opportunity to praise some of the Viennese
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for displayíng characteristics ivhich he never thought they

possessed:

Es ist merkwürdig, daß der Wiener seit dieser Hi-
obspost It,hat Napoleon's armies are threatening
t,he cityl ein ganz anderer Mensch geworden ist - Er
geht nicht, mehr mít dem Knechtsgefühle und dem Fa-
jaken-Gesichte wie ehemals über die Strasse, son-
dern er fängt âfl, ein wenig l-aut zu werden- Ich
habe seit der Zeit Dinge gehört, die vor uwey Ta-
gen noch keiner zu sagen gewagt hätte, wenn du ihm
goldene Berge geschenkt, hättest- Die Spionen ver-
halten sich dabey ziemlich leidend: sie sind aber
mehr als jemahls beschäftigt,, und die Polizey wird
nach der Zeit gewaltig viel aufzuräumen bekonmen,
um wieder All-es in das voríge Gleís zu bringen-
( 130-31 )

ïn connection with this point, Griep extrapolates and sug-

gests that Becker is conveyíng the foll-owing point:

Vüo als Vaterlandtugenden Knechtschaft und Unter-
tanengeist verlangt werden, kann sích patrío-
tisches Gefühl nur schwer entwickeln- Stat,t, dessen
ist viel Raum für Freiheitsverlangen und Sehnsucht

Becker obviousl-y views the situat,ion in the same light as he

hypothesizes on what míght have happened had Napol-eon decid-

ed to invade the city:

nach Besserem t---]-
biner 69)

So ausgemacht ist €s¡ daß eíne Nation unüberwínd-
lich ist, wenn sie für ihre Freiheit ficht: se
finde ích nicht, daß hier ein Bürger in dem Fal-le
\¡/ar, für sie zu fechten- Er trug die ltlafferì gegen
den Feind für die Aufrechterhaltung einer Honar-
chie, die ìm Grunde den Meisten gleichgültig ist,
und stritt für einen Regenten, nicht fiïr Freiheit
und Leben - ( l-41- )

(Reisen und deutsche Jako-
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As such, Becker sees the French as great líberators, despite
the generar posturing of the Austrian population- c)n what

can on the one hand be ínterpreted as a noble and impas-

sioned outburst and on the other hand as an astoundingly

naive view of the real-ities of the sítuation - one better

suited to times prior to 1792 - Becker offers the following:

ïch gebe gerne zúz daß ein solcher Aufstand von
Bedeutungl Elewesen seyn wurde, h/enn eíne rohe bar-
barische Nation an den Grenzen erschienen wäre,
die al-les geplùndert, níedergehauen, verbrannt und
den Rest ín die Sklaverey geschleppt hät,te - Hier
aber war dergleichen nícht zu besorgien- [-3r3] Wo
ist der Mann der es Iäugnen kann, daß jeder ein-
zelne Bürger lieber dem Feinde einen Theíl seines
Vermögens al-s Brandschatzung abtritt, a1s Leib und
Leben fär eine Verfassung wagt, deren Umsturtz
kein Ver1ust, seyn würde, besonders ïÂrenn er Weíb
und Kind durch seinen Tod an den Bettelstab
bringt- ( 141)

That the Aust,rians did- not have to make that decision
is a fact of híst,ory- rn the ensuing treaty of campo Formio

the capit,al was spared; the left bank of the Rhine, however,

was placed under French administration- Becker himself came

to know this new political reality and it ís from there,

that his next "Reisebericht" originates-

sBFor evidence of the conflict,ing points of view re-garding the perception of t,he French as liberators or coïl-
querclrs see Blanning"s two works io,-hereín he maintains that
the French generally acted more like conquerors than libera-
tors- streisand¡ âfl East German, tríes to make a case toprove the contrary-



4-3-3- Beschreibung meíner Reise in den Departementern

vom DonnersberÊe vom Rheín und von der Mosel

ïm sechsten Jahr der Französíschen Republik

As if Becker felt that the Fragmente was not a clear

enough confessíon of his polítical bel-iefe or convíctions,

one yea.r later he set out to state his case once and for all

in Beschreibung meiner Reise- This work, whose full title

reads Beschreibune rneiner Reise in den Der¡artementern r¡om

DonnersberÉe vclm Rhein und won der Mosel im sechsten Jahr

der Französischen Republik- Tn Briefen an eínen Freund in

Paris, was, unlike Becker"s prevíous travel- reports named by

author, in this case a confident and self-possessed "Bürger

J- N- Becker- " Published in Berlin in 1799 by Christían

Got,tfried Schöne,this pínnacle of Becker"s 1íterary achieve-

ments is writt,en with clarity and focus as he demonst,rates

the confidence he has in the new French administrat,ion of

the left bank of the Rhine- Becker, obviously feeling that

the developments in Germany caused by the spread of the

French Revol-ution are perinanent, rfo longer feels the need to

cower behind anon¡rmity when it, comes to stating his true

feelìngs and. speaking his mind-

173
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Or ís Becker"s motivation revenge? If our suppositíons

are correct, then the thoughts and ideas e:rpreseed in this

latest travel report come very shortly aft,er his brush with

German despotic authorit,y and his subsequent prison sen-

tence - The "Neu-Franke, " after escaping from lrlurzburg and

reaching the safety offered by his like-mínded political

a]lies ín France, has nor,r taken the opportunity to direct

his vitríol agaínst the old regime in (ìermany rsit,h vigour

and enthusíasm- "Rücksichten hat er auch nicht," wrítes

Becker on pa.ge X of the preface,

denn er [the author] fühlt keine Mächtigern über
sich, der über seine Aul3erungen díe Miene ver-
zíehen könnte; er hat sich dee Rechtes des freien
Mannes, seine Meínung ungescheut zu sagen, in vol-
lem MaaËe bedientt - - - I -

Unlike hie previous travel report, Beschreibung meiner

Reise includes a lengthy and pragmatic preface which u.nequi-

vocally expresses and defínes the author"s ov¡n politica] and

phi]osophical standpoint - It is as cl-ose to a precise credo

of Becker-s beliefs as one is able to find- As such, this
preface merits some considerabl-e and careful attention_

fn contrast to the majority of his previous travels

Becker states in the opening sentence of hís preface:

Der Verfasser dieser Eriefe ist in dem Lande
gebohren, durch r'selches diese Reise geht- (IlI )
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The sentence above contains only a fei+ short, words, but for
our asEessment of Becker"s new poeition they speak volumes-

unl-íke his previou-s aim of providing t,he reader with ín-

sights gathered from new and different surroundíngs, Becker

has opted here to select an area for hís "Reisebericht"

v¡hich cannot be neatly characterized and presented as a

novelty to the curious reader- on the contrary, the author

has consciouely chosen to wríte about an area and about

aspects with which he is already very familiar, not with the

aím of íntroducing it as something unknown but to present ít

in terms of its political and socia.l- realities as they exist,

in light of t,he reeent political devel-opments- He wants to

reintroduce thís area of his homeland and present it in a

different, Iíght- FIe wants to throw light on the politieal

reality of the region.

His second sentence in which he makes his second point

is equally important,:

Hou¡ much more explicit can Becker be-/ Besides indicating to

the reader that he is definitely v;ritíng as an adherent to a

specì fic ídeology, he also deems his posít,ion to be self-
evident and one which coincides v¡íth "gesunder Menschenver-

stand" (lV), the implication being, of course, that cont,rary

Er bekennt sich schon seit der Zeit, da er selbst-
ständig denken gelernt hat, zu der Parthei, deren
Sache er in diesen Briefen führt- (III)
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Fosítions a.re simply LlnreaÉonable- To buttr-ess further the

sel-f-evident nature of his position, he cl-aims to have held

this view since he was old enoi-rgh to think for himself - In

invoking this popularly held formulatíon of the Enlighten-

ment, that freedom and human rights have a logical and

natural origin, Becker has committed himself tcltall-y to one

side and launched a bold attack- lle proceeds in a selfcon-

fídent, and aggressive manner:

Mit dem Ablaufe dieses Jahrhunderts hat sein Va-
terland eine Revolution erl-itten, die jetzt, schon
alle geistliche und weltliche Despotie ver-
schlingt, und künftíg Dinge erwarten Iäßt, die der
kühnste Geíst noch vor I Jahren nicht ein Mahl ah-
nen konnte- (fïI)

The Roman Catholic Churchu after a brief reprieve in

Lhe Fragmente, is the first target of his wrath:

Der Katolizismus und seine Diener sind dahin, Un-
geheuer, die seit Jahrhunderte an dem Mark der
wackern Menschen nagten, die díe Ufer des Rheins
bewohnen 1 Beförder des Betrugs, des Aberglau-
bens, der Falschheit, des Meuchel-mordg und der
Giftmíscherei j Feínde des gesunden Menschen-
verstandes, die sich gegen Alles verschworen, was
nicht zu. ihren Taschenspielerkünsten paßte- Drei
Oberrnönche liegen im Staube, in íhnen stürzt das
ganze Gebäude nach, die - East,il-le der Hölle, die
biF zur fetzten gewagtesteri Spit,ze schwindelnder
Höhe hinauf geführt, war- (Iïï f,)

Becker " s

continueg:

polemic ís not for the faint of heart- He
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Auf ihren Trümmern erhebt sich das Gelächter des
Volks uber die Wunder, die man íhm vorgespiegelt
hat,: wíe hier díe unbef l-eckte Jungfrau einem
Mönche den Hosenknopf Iös"t; dort CHRISTUS mit
einer Nonne Karten spielt und die Brautnacht
feiert; hier sich Pfaffen unter dem Unterrocke
MARIE'Ns versamrneln; dort ST- ANTON durch eine
Messe erweieht, gestohlne Sachen zurückbringt,
hier ST- DOMINII( MAGDALENE-N die St,rümpfe flickt;
dort ALOIS der Päderast, eine Katze bemannt;
XAVIER seine durchnäßte Kutte von Teufel-n trocknen
läFt; FRANZ der Seraliker, Schweinen predígt und
I(oth friFt; IGNATIUS mit dem bekannt,en Verse
VïRGIL-s den Teufel austreíbt, und ein unschul-
diges Kindlein von dem betlemítiechen Kindermorde
von einem Sperling an einem geídenen Faden über
das mittelländische Meer nach Rom getragen wird
r.:.-s-w- (ïV f-)

And then, almost ín answer to the raised eyebrows of the

reader, he offers his e:ccuse and justificatíon for this

vicious condemnation of the thurch:

Vielleicht wird mancher die Freimüthigkeit,, díe
überall in díeeem Buche herrscht, mit strenger
Kritik tadeln, denn es giebt Leute, die überall
weder durch Spott, aufgeräumt, noch die Pudenda der
Sünder während ihres Lebens in puris naturalibus
dargestellt wíssen wol-len- Al-Ies das soll- man den
kommenden Zeiten überlassen, oder doch wenigst,ens
der Schwachen iúegfen, den Sündern ein Mäntelchen um
die Lenden hängen- Díeger Meinung hat der Verfas-
ser nie sein können, und er hat daher auch seinen
Glauben in keinem dieser Briefe verläugneto woirori
sich der Leser auch bei der flüchtígsten Durch-
blätterung überzeugen wird- (V f- )

The "Freimüt,higkeit" intimated here is certainly of a much

stronger variety than that suggest,ed by Nicolaí pr.eviously-

Becker " s next poin-u is that for hím, aE for the

socially critical authors of

Rieebeck and. Wekher-lín "wa.r t

travel literature euch as

- - I die 'Jagd. ar-:.f Zahlen-
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nicht etu¡a obsolet, deren vollständíge Dokument,ation aber

nicht das Ziel seines Programmentwurfs, der Beschreibung

politischer u.nd

sicht" (Griep, "Reísen und deutsche Jakobiner" 7t) - As

Becker says u he consíders ít t,o be:

sozialer Zustände ín

Pflicht der Zei-tgenossen, ihren Nachkommen Tde-
nigstens Data zu liefern, ans denen sie den
Zustand und den Gei st der jetzigen Zeit, kennen
lernen können t---l Slahrheit! Wahrheítl íst das
grofie ZieL, dem wír entgegen streben mü-ßen, und
nach íhr hat auch der Verfasser geru.nEÌen- (VI )

But, Becker also dismisses

zyk 1opädi sch- systemate s ierende

"Reisen und deutsche Jakobíner

definitely not the

with facts, tables

ditional abuses:

zukunftsweísender Ab-

production of a tourist

and the like, but rather

any anticipatíon of an "en-

LandesvermesËung" (Griep,

Der Verfasser weiÊ es ubrigens recht €ut, \¡¡as man
an ihn für Forderungen machen könnte, und er ge-
steht, daß sein ganzes Buch für den Statist,iker
keinen Dreier werth ist,- Für diese war aber auch
díeß Mahl- die Arbeit nicht berechnet, und konnte
es auch nicht, sein- Der St,at,istiker will Zahlen,
die sich in terris incognit,is nicht finden lassen-
Jetzt, da sie endlich ein Mahl cognitae werden,
íst es noch zu früh, Jagd auf Zahl-en zu machen- Es
mul3 sich da noch so manches entwickeln, ehe wir
mit Ernste auf bauchbare Material-ien zu dem groFen
statistischen Gebäude denken können- Anstalten hat
der Verfasser indessen jetzt, schon der Probe wegen
ztt einigen kl-einen Sammlungen gemacht, die ihm
rvenig Mühe gekostet haben, denn jetzt giebt es in
seinem Vaterlande keíne Bonzen und keine Bassen
mehr, die den Publizit,äts Jüngern das Haupt vom

" 7L), for on his mind is

handbook filled

to elcpose tra-
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Rumpfe hauen; oder Staatsverbrechen! schreien,
wenn man ihnen in die Rechnungen íhrer Verwaltun-
gen sieht- (VIIT f. )

And Becker also EeeE in
purpose:

Dann glaubt er auch, daß viel-e der Sanskulotten,
wenn sie öffentlich mit ihren Namen genannt wer-
denu sich besinnen, und u¡ährend dieses Besinnens
wenigstens einige Augenblicke auf dem Wege stil_le
sehen, auf dem sie das ihnen anvertraute Volk so
rasch in-s Verderben führen (VlI ),

but he ex¡>resses his doubt,s about it,s effectiweness:

his program a clearly didact,ic

Die meisten, die Sanskulotten ím eigentlichen Ver-
stande des trdortes sínd, das heißt, Leute, denen
durchaus kein Gesetz heí1íg ist, werden freilich
durch öffentlíche Rüge nicht gebessert werden, das
hat der Verfasser schon längst empfunden und bei
andern Gelegenheiten erfahren- (VII f- )

Thenu by resorting to a more rhetorical approach,

Becker establishes a correl-ation between his bold declara-

tions and those of an important German folk-hero, u]rich won

Hutten- His famous expression "Jacta

the current author when he states:

Jacta est aleae sagt auch der Verfasser (obgleich
kein Hutten), indem diese Briefe aus seinen Händenj-n's Publ-ikum gehen- Er weiF BS, daß sie bei all
ihrer Unbedeut,enheit Bauchgrirtmen erregen werden,
und er síeht, schon im Geiste die Obscuranten, die
Gassenjungen der ehemaligen Hofe, díe Despoten-
knechte und die Feinde der jetzigen Verfassung ge-
gen sich zum Kampfe heranrücken; er eieht,, vrie die
Titel sonst heíl3en, die ihnen ihre leeren Köpfe

est alea" is echoed by
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eíngeben mögen, von der Erde zu tilgen- Doch er
ist ohne Furcht,l Wer a.n der Auszehzung krank
liegt, und den Tod, wíe man zu sa.gen pflegt, auf
der Zunge hat,¡ ist für einen gesunden jungen Mann
ein unbedeutender Gegner- (XI)

Becker then ends his preface with a ¡loem written by FÏutt,en-

It precedes the obligatory thanks and acknowledgements

directed at Becker"s publisher-

Thus, in the cou.rse of Becker"s introductory remarks,

his own program for Enlight,enment and reform, indeed, his

own political plat,form has been expounded- In Éo doing,

Becker has gíven the reader a point of reference from which

to judge and interpret the subsequent pages of his text- The

reader is then faced i¡rith the choice of accepting or- re.iec-

ting his ídeas- He does, however, offer a warning of sorts

to those who may choose not to pay heed to his suggestions-

ïnterestingly, he does it in the context of a sort of apol-

ogy or response to criticism which he, no doubt, faced as a

result of hís aforementioned consíderatíon of the "Pöbel" ín

hís earlier tz'avel reports- The following quotation offers

the reader a striking example of his frankness and honesty:

Man hat den Verfasser an diesem und jenem Orte oft
gefragt? wenn ín Gesell-schaften díe Rede auf das
Land kam, von dem hier die Rede ist: ob denn gar
nichts zu Loben da wäre? Außer der schönen herr-
l-ichen Natur, unter den vorigen Regierungen
níchts, Ear nichts- Die Menschen sínd hier gi-lt und
brav, aber damahls verdienten síe kein Lob, l¡iel-
leicht nícht ein mah] Bedauern- Wer sích das Joch
freiwillig ar-rflegen 1ä13t, und eE gern trägt, cler
verdient unser Mitleid nicht- Ëeine Sklaverei



ïn sumrnation, Becker, in the "Vorrede" does his utmost

to make hís position clear- Tn order t,o further this aim he

furnishes the body of his work, in contrast to his previous

two "Reiseberichte", with a very detailed t,able of contents

in which the places visíted, as well- as the topissã tr:ersÐns

and occurrences discussed are listed in order- Becker clear-

ly intends Beschreíbung meiner Reise to serve as a. kind of

revolut,ionary handbook for the politically uninitiated-

Generally, the same basic topics are discussed in Ee-

schreibung meiner Reise as in the other works, but with the

difference that now the same topics are much more openly and

directly dealt with ín terms of his own¡ newly defined poli-

tical- and ideological platform- In order to lend more empha-

sis to 'i;he already famí1iar targets of his crit,icism, Becker

resorts to rhetorical- methods as a way of crystallizing his

position, instead of continuing to rely on a more judícious

and even-handed approach- As a resultÞ one of the first

thíngs the reader of Beschreibunq notices is Becker"s in-

creased use of slogans and catchwords as a means of convey-

ing hi= messagle - Included in this appr.oach is a whole ï'ange

of metaphors - from religious and mílitary t,o revol-utíonarj¡-

Hence the language of Beschreibung is punctuated by such

phrases as: "Apostel des Despotísmusr " "Corps der Obscu-

ranten, " "junge Republikaner, " "aufblühende Freiheit, "
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drücke íhn zu Bodenl - fhre jetzige F'reiheit, haben
sie von ungefähr gefunden- (XI-XII )
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"Früchte von dem Baume der Ereiheít" - The following refer-

ence may Eerve to illust,rate the positive expectatíons

Becker has for the areas now under French control-:

Such expressions were not often to be fnund in

two works-

Aber Dank sei es der fränkischen Republik, die
ihre Großthaten mit der Wiedergeburt des herr-
lichsten Landesstriches krönt- (3)

Becker-s increased tendency to intersperse his prose

wit,h poems and dedicat,ions does not go unnoticed by the

reader; nor do his increased references to the many well-

known intellectuals and hist,orícal figr-ires whom he uses to

arouse pride and patriotism in his fellow countrymen and as

a means of appealing t,o grassroots supporters of German de-

mocracy and freedom- Becker-s reliance on the aforementioned

dewices reveal-s one of the strengths of his writ,ing style-

They play an important role in increasing the effectiveness

of his "Reisebericht- "

Not, coincidentally, Becker begins his actual journey

with a stop in Mainz, a city of great importance and sig-

nificance for German republicans as a result of the events

( "Mainzer Republik" ) which took place t,here ín 1792/93- Onl;'

a few mont,hs after Becker"s departure for Göttingen in 1792,

Mainz became the site of t,he first German Republic- ït v¡as

at t,his time governed by a conglomerate of Gerrnan (albeit

the previous
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reform and r-evolution- Under the perceived tutelage and

protection of

Jacobing- platform was for a short time implemented and the

first, German republíc beca¡ne

However, before the end of 1793, after a protracted siege,

Jacobins sympathetic

Mainz

those

t,he occupying French

was agaín turned over

siege were captured and incarcerated-Ba

German Jaeobins vrho had been unable to flee during t,he

ït is from this time, that ís, just after Mainz had

been restored to German control, that a let,t,er, whích Becker

quotes in his travel report of 1799, origínates- Becker in-
cludes this retter to produce a reference point whereby he

can assess hís "rreuElesehaffenes Mainz" (p- 10) - His aim ini-
tíally is t,o set up a contrast:
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ta the ca.uses of

a flawed and fleeting reality-

armies, the Mainzer

to the coalition forces and

"Es war- Dieser Gedanke begleítet alle meine
Schritte- Þlo ich hinkomme, nichts als mílítärische
Zeíchen, und traurige 6puren der Belagerung- Biß
z:ur tiefen Tndolenz ist der ehemahls jovialische
Mainøer herab gesunken- Eine todte St,ille herrscht
in dem goldenen Mainz, die nllr uuweilen durch das
Geräusch der ldaffen unterbrochen wird- úberall un-
gewohnte Gesichter, ansgestorbene Gassen, a1le
Häuser beschmutzt, das Theat,er geschlossen) aIIe
Husik eingestellt, die schönsten Kirchen in Ëpí-
täIer und Magazine verwandelt, die Denkmäler des
Alterthums umgesttirzt, die ga.nae Stadt wíe eine
Landschaft, die díe Pest hinter =ich gelassen
hat,-Der ehemah1ige Gaeeenlär-m ist nicht mehr- Al-

ê4For a complete history of
to the v.¡orks by Blanning, Julku,

the Republic at Mainz refer
and Träger-
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les sitzt hinter den Ríegeln seines Flauses_ Bekan-
nte kennen íhre Bekannte nícht mehr, und Freunde
sind verdächtig geworden- Ich ging ín einige Häu-
serT wo ich vor mehrerern Jahren gern gesehen war-
Aber Mißtrauen und Furcht hat, die Freundschaftver-
trieben- Bei jedem Geräusche fährt man auf, als
pochte ein östreíchischer oder preussischer Soldat
an dem Thore; als käme ein Spion, um in dem Hei-
1ígtum der Freundschaft einen Klubbíst,en =u s1L-
ehen- Es ist das alte herrl-iche Mainz nicht mehr"-
( 11-t_2 )

It is perhaps somewhat ironic that ín this passage Becker-s

eorrespondence partner is describing Mainz under. the EameÞ

that is, the German order,

himself wrote about the city in úber Mainz- As Griep says:

Der Bríeffreund erfährt eigent,lieh die alte,
vertraute Ordnung: 1793 war der Kurfürst nach
Mainz zurückgekehrt und hatte seíne nur kurs
unterbrochene Politik in gewohnter I¡Ieise fort-
gesetzt- Aber der Brief schildert Fremdes: der
Freund erkennt das Vertraute nicht mehr- Damit
das, was eigentlich absolutistische Normalität,
ist, als bedrückender Ausnahmezustand, als er-
uwu.rrgene Friedhofsruhe erscheinen kann, mul3 vorher
etwas entscheidend anders geweserr sein: 'Es war-'
Der erete Rückblick evoziert, so den zweiten, die
Besinnung auf die Republik von L7Ð2/93- ( "Reisen
und deutsche Jakobíner" 78)

that was present when Becker

And then Becker, from his own present perception, har-

kens back to t,he "good old- days," for he now ís in a city

again under F"rench occupation and. direction- A somewhat ide-

al-ized description of the "born-again' cíty is the result:

Díe dem Mainzer eigenthümliche Fröhl-ichkeit zeigt,e
eieh wieder in der buntesten Mischung mit Leicht-
sinn und Genuß- Wo ich eine alte Bekanntsehaft
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wíeder fand-, sprach man mit Entzücken von der Zu-
kunft, und suchte dadurch das Ungernach der Gegen-
wart zu vergessen- Jene dust,ere Falte, díe durch
den langen gchrecklichen Krieg und den nicht, sel-
ten bleíern drückenden Mangel auf íhren Gesichtern
stand T wa'r durch den Genuß der neuen, freilích bisjetzt noch für den diesseit,igen Deutschen wenig
wirksam gewesenen Freiheit, völlíg verwischt_ Mich
freute das jovial-ísche Vo1k, das sieh sein Para-
dies so ganz mit lieblichen Farben su malen weilj-
AIle díe unerschwínglichen Auflagen seit sechs
Jahren, und díe Verwustung der Gefilde ringsumher
wird uns schon das neuerschienene Götterkind mit
Itlucher vergelten, sa.gen sie - G1ücklich díe Re-gierung, der es gelungen ist, die öffentLiche
Meinung für síeh zu bannenl (18 f- )

But the author also acknowl_edges t,hat not al_1 is Fer-
fectly ín order in this new state of affairs and that the

road to revol-ut,íonary and democratic utopía hae been and

wil-l continue to be a difficult one- Becker points, for in-
stance, to the vacillating convictions of the Maínzers them-

selves and how some of them are not yet deservíng of a bet-
ter syetem of government- Tndeed, he feels that at iseue is
arso a lack of experíence and a true desire for liberty ín
the aense that, t,he citízens of Mainz were not yet ready for
t,heir- freedom-

Im Taumel- der Freude über Custine-ns Einzugf hatten
die Mainzer wie Bachanten Lrm den Freiheitsbaum ge-
tanzt und ausgelassen geschwärmt, aber es war nur
ein ï,tlunderglaube an die Franken, und sprudelnde
Vergötterung der neuen Verfassung, ohne inneres
Selbstgefühl und lauteres Bewufitsein angebohrener
Menschen*Rechte, wie es die Amerikaner und Franken
hatten- Kaum wareil aher die neuen Besit=nehmer ab-
gezogen, ür-ld hatten den Freussen und mit diesen
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der alten Regíerung wieder Platz gemacht, als eich
ein entgegen gesetzter Schwindel aller Köpfe be-
mächtigte- Al-le Herzen schlugen wieder dem Fürsten
entgegen t---]- tE]ben den Mann, gegen den man
kurz vorher im Klubb die wütigsten Reden mít, an-
gehört hatte, und dem man vorwarf, daß er mit dem
Gelde dee Landes einen empörenden Luxus verbrei-
tete - (47 )

Obviously Becker has doubts that some people will ever be

able to find their way to an understanding of freedom and. a

new order- In a letter from Bingen, for examplep åfl exas-

perated Becker suggests that, some of the sheltered rural

population may never be able to riee above their- present

level of existence:

Sind
sen F

(85)

In view of the shortcomings of the spreading of enlighten-

ment throughout Germany, Becker maintains that serious mis-

takes have also been made along the way and that the fail--

ures must not be ignored, but serve as l-essons- For in-

stance, Becker points to some of the members of the Jacobin

Club in Mainz themselves but his tone is conciliatory as he

e?icuses them for their behaviour:

sl_e
daß

vielleicht Eo sehr unter dem Joche gel.re-
keine Erschütlerung sie mehr wecken kann?

Wir wisseTr es jetzt recht €ut, daß in dieser Ge-
sel-l-schaft oft eine unanständige Sanskul-ot,ten-
Sprache geführt wurde, daß man Dinge darin ver-
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hreítet hat, díe nicht zu beweísen waren; dieß ist
aber nun ein Mahl der gewöhnliche Fall- Wenn der
Geist seíne land getragenen Fessel-n abwirft ¡ so
erhebt er sich doppelt mächtíg über díe iichranken
der Convenienu, bil3 er sich an das bl-endende Licht,
gewöhnt- Auch kann níchts anders err^rartet wer-den,
so lange ein Staat nicht au.s lauter vollkommen
vernünftigen Menschen besteht- fndeesen hat, díeser
Klubb doch auf dem l-ínken Rheinufer herrlich ge-
wirkt, und bíß t,ief in díe Míttelklasse hinab,
Ideen verbreitet, welche die Bewohner dieser
düstern Gegenden dem schönen Ziel näher bringen,
das ihnen gegenwärtig bevorsteht- Er erweckte die
ldillensfreiheít wieder t- - - I - (25)

ïn his explanatíon of the Club members' point of view, he

also comee to

ment accorded

forces after

t,heir defense in the face of the harsh treat-

them when they were captured by the coalitíon

t,he collapse of the Main=er Re¡-,ublik:

Es mu13 jeden braven Mann freuen, daß man die harte
und unmenschlíche Behandlu-ng der gefangenen Klub-
bisten in den preussischen Staaten gleich nach dem
zu Basel mit der Republik geschlossenen F'rieden
freimüthíg beurtheilt,e- ¡es1 Jene Behandlung l-ieß
sich gervil3 mit den weisen Reformen ín dieser Mo-
narchie (die nach ihrer Verfassung vielleicht noch
etwas mehr als Monarchie ist) wodurch Fríedrich
Iï, und sein zweiter, mehr als sein unmittelbarer
Nachfolger, gewalt,same Revolutionen entfernen-
(26)

military and Genera] custine, the chief commander in Mainz

at the time, whose fail-ed milit,ary operations in the reÊlion

More serious criticism

36The treatment reserved
an interesting starting point
und deutsche Jakobiner" -

is reserved for

for the captured Jacobins form
for Griep"s artícle "Reisen

the French
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and whose inabílity to secure t,he Mainz Republic from the

eoal-ition forces led tn much of t,he hardship for those Ger-

mans who had commítted themselves to implementíng reform and.

change- Becker al-eo suEElegts that the initiat cond.uct of the
French military towards the "l-iberated" people was less than

exemplary:

Ewig denkwürdig wird für Mainz der gro[3spreche-
rische und feige Custine b1eiben, der durch seine
Gehilfen zuerst am Rhein Furcht und Schrecken ver-
breitete und allgemeines Freudengeschrei unter den
Freunden der RevoLution bewirkte- Schade, da.Ê die-
ser Mann es war, den die ersten Köpfe inMainz ver-
göt,terten, und ihm einen Weihrauch streuten, der
in Republiken nicht, geduldet werden sollte- Seine
Proklamationen (meist Böhmer-s ïrlerke) enthalten
Al-lese was man von der Art lesen kann_ Wie staunt
man nieht, $¡enn dieser fahrende Ritter, der nicht,
ein Mahl Muth hatte, den von der Natur selbst ü-
berwundenen Preussen ihre Magazine bei Kobl_enz
wegzunehmen, und den unvertheidigten Ehrenbreit-
stein zu besetzen, sich planlos in der T¡letterau
herumtreibt, und gegen den Landgrafen von Hessen-
kassel- predigen läFt- [ets] (22)

Griep, in considering these words¡ says that one must

take into account the overall developments on t,he left bank

in a political- sense to understand fu1ly Becker-s position

and to reach the conclusíon that whil-e Becker-s personal

position on his need and desire to aee reforms initiat,ed by

the F"rench Revolution ie very clear ( "Becker beharrt auf
seinen revol-ut,ionären Grundsät,zen von Freiheít und Menschen-

ãÆãu'rullstl-ne was
torship in France-

later execut,ed during the Jacobin dicta-
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recht," ("Reisen und deutsche Jakobíner" 74)), hís position
towards the French involvement therein vacill-ates:

Itlenn Becker in seiner Beschreibung trotz der auch
für ihn offenbaren Mängel an der bedeutenden Ini-
tialfunktion und Erziehunglsarbeít des Mainzer
Klubs festhäl-t¡ so wirft dies zugleich ein tiber-
raschendes Licht auf den Gestus des Titels: der
Bürger befindet sich gerade nicht in volletändiger
übereinstimmung mit der neuen französíschen Poli-
rik - (7 4)

One can find further proof of

Becker-s decidedly weak and perhaps

cism of the behaviour of the French soldiers vis-à-vis those

people who are being "l-iberated" :

Die Republikaner haben sich hier IKoblenz] nicht
republikanisch betragen- Man eah freilich keine
brennenden Dörfer, aber geplünderte und uer-
fl-eischte Menschen, entehrte Weiber und Mädchen,
und wütenden Hunger auf allen Seiten- (160)

And of the extraordinary requisitíons demanded by the French

army to keep their war machine operational, he maintains:

thís position primarily in

somewhat abashed criti-

Ungeheuer T4za.r a11erdíngs diese Auflage t-__]_ b{an
hat den Franzosen oft, vorgeworfen, dap sie ohne
allen Rückblick auf die Verhäl-tnisse und den Er-
trag eines Landes Erandschatzungen ausschreiben-
Aber ich bitte, wie sol-l- es einem fremden Volke
möglieh sein, ein Land kennen zu ]ernen, das man
im Lande selbst, nicht ein l{ahl kennt? (ZBG)
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ït is obvious t,hat Eecker ís not entirely comfortable

with some of the results of the French presence ín Germany-

Becker is no-r- completely satisfied with the French role in
bringing about reform ín the German-speaking lands- I'ihil-e he

is firrnly convinced t,hat reform ís movíng in the right di-
rectíon, he does not lightly suffer the problems and hard-
ships presented by the French model-

But despite the reservations he may harbour regarding
the French direction of reform and revolution in Germany,

Becker continues to eaamine the state of affaire in the
places he visited, albeit in a somewhat rambling manner- Hís

point, of víew, is that which has been outl-ined in the "vor-

rede" and he exercises his criticísm and praise as t,he situ-
ations and cases may warrant,- The first two letters deal a1-

most exclusively with the advent of the ideals of the French

Revolution to Germany and with theír imptications, particu-

larly ae they ímpaeted on t,he "Mainzer Republik" _ Up to t,his
point his travelogue exudes arl entirely political- nature

which is certainly ín contrast to his prevíous "Reise-

beríchte" wherein apart from some vehement denuncíations

of the Catholic Church

These first pages of this r+ork demongtrate more forceful- and

directed expressions of deep personal convictions- By the
end of the second letter, however, the ar:.thor begins to
mellow somewhat, in his attitude and -,,ouches of his previorrs

writing style apFear- A gaod e;<ample is evident on page EB

- the emphasis rsas on narration_



ín his light-hearted retelling
"rights",

lates that
the crass segregation of

that the middle class has come

previously off-limits to them,

as Becker sees them, of the monarchy- When he re-

in Mainz in the "prächtigst,en Theile der Stadt,',

attempts amongl

their previouely

point of view of the aristocraey he chides:

l-91

of a.n a.necdo-r,e regfarding the

sÐme ¡rersons to resurrect the nobility and

inherent rights- Speakíng at first from the

the classes has been dampened and

AIIe alten Völker haben ihren Adel gehabt 2 sag.en
die llerren, und ihr Republ-ikaner selbst, die ihn
doch von begünstigten Vol-ksklassen nichts hören
wollt, habt, eanren Adel- lrlanrm wollt, ihr denn ltns,
díe wir seit Jahrhunderten das Recht auf unsere
Güter ersessen haben, aus euerer Mitt,e vertreiben?

to inherít parts of the cíty

he describes also the vain

Becker conl-inues in the narrative:

Vor einigen Wochen hatt,e Eoger Einer die Kühnheit,,
hier öffentlich eíne Schríft über die Rechte deg
Adels diesseits des Rheins uu verbreiten, und sie
dem Regíerungs-Kommigsär zur Prüfung vorzulegen_
Er bekam aber die lakonische Anwort: 'T,rler nicht
arbeitet, sol1 ar:.ch nícht eesen-' Seít der Zeit
haben sie wieder ein Pamphlet in Uml_auf gesetzt,
worínn si-e zu erweisen suchen, daß sie in der That
arbeitet,en- Das gianze l-äuft aber zuletzt auf eine
alberne Schnurre hinaus, die dem Publikum viel
SpaÊ gemacht hat- Ein Kammerherrn-Schlùssel, der
kein Gemach öf fnet, í=t freilich eine schi¡aere
Last, und täglich eine Singetunde im Dom, die rnan
aber allenfalls abkaufen oder von einem Anderen
halten lassen kann, ist ein wijrdiger Dienst für
einen Gehal,t von 400O Gulden- (58-84)
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And by the end of t,he second l-etter and into the th'ird,
one notices t'hat, Becker has returned to hís earlier style
which was so effect,ive in the previor-rs two "Reiseberichte"-

Nonet,hel-ess, his present effort remaíns characterized by a

more direct approach to things such as politics, -t he

cathol-ic church, economic eva]uations, and the l-ike - He

etil] demonstrates a fairly pragmatic approach, and contin-

ues to be optimistic rather than pessimistic- He also con-

tinues to deríde2 exposee and criticize all- of the same

el-ements of society r,+hich he had at,tacked in hís previous

works -

one of his most frequent targets of criticism is that
of absent,ee landl-ords- He points out that the nobility has

throughout the ages, in almost every part of Germany, sapped

the strengt,h of their subjects, thereby robbing them of al--

most all possibi]ities to achieve a better life, free from

poverty and deprivatíon- Thís considerat,ion merits consider-
able treatment in his fourth letter, origínating from

Bingen- Here, regarding the people of the Palatinate, he

writes the following:

Die ehemalige Verfassunpl der Ffalz war im hohen
Grade despotisch- Es gah híer keine Landstände,
und Alles hing von dem Willen des Hofes ab- Das
Elend der Pfäl-zer stieg zum hochsten Gr-ade, als
der Kurfürst seine Residenz von Mannheim nach
München verlegte- Das Intereese der regierenden
Minister vertrug sich nicht mit, dem !{oh1 der Un-
terthanen- Man fing an von allen Seiten zu brand-
schatzen, und p üfr sich selbst, die Suel ]en des
vielfältigsten Genusses nicht zu verstopfenp ver-



fielen díe Miníster auf
vö11ígen Unglücke noch
Zölle und Lot,to - ( gti )

Becker then turns his at,tention to the particularly destruc-
tive practice of the selling of public offices on the part
of those ín power in order to finance their ov¿n lavish
existences:

1 (fr-r

dreí Dinge, die zu dem
fehlten: Diensthande 1 ,

ltlas nur irgend eine Stell_e war, die ihren Mann
ernähren konnte, wurde öffentlich ausgeboten und
von den Minist,ern an den Meistbietenden verkauft
i - - - ] - Am meisten wurde auf die soglenannten Land-
sehreibereien ín díesen Gegenden geboten, die so
recht zum Brandschat,zen des armen Bauern angelegt
waren- (96-97)

The oft-maligned Graf won Mett,ernich-l,rlinneburg also draws

some more criticísm in regards to t,his topic:

Die Orte, !{o der Fl-achs am besten gedeiht, gehör-
ten dem Grafen von Metternich-Winneburg, bei dem
es Grundsatz ist, seine EinkÍinfte außer Landes zu
verzehren- Und wenn es ja auch einem Beamten ein-gefallen v¡äre, seinen Herrn auf diesen Gegenstand
aufmerksam zu machen, welches nie geschehen ist,
so wäre doch bei dem bekannten guten Wil_l-en des
Grafen wegen der zerrüt,tet,en Finanzen und einer
beispiell-osen Nachlässigkeit und rndolenø nichts
zu erwarten gevresen _ ( 106 )

In the above pagsages especialfy, Becker l_ashes out
equally at the pet,t,y-minded bureaucrats and at the ministers
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who, taking the lead from their. employer, worked not for the

betterment of the people but only for t,hemselves- As Becker

continues, he criticízes t,he predilection of the nobility,
who over t,he years had based their whíms on the prínciple of
serfdom and old feudal rights, for putting their own petty

interests ahead of those whom they should be protecting and

serving:

Denke Dir ein Mahl, Pfalz, Hessen, Baden und Trier
ausÊîenommÊn, ein Paar Dut,zend winzige Fürstchen,
Gräfchen und Reichsritter, die afle mit Macht über
Hand und Hals ausgerüstet, hier auf ihren Burgen
thront,en, oder wohl gar die Einkünfte ihrer Güter
im Auslande verschwelgten, und die Verwaltung ge-
fühllosen Beamten überlieÊen- Ì¡las einer that, be-
stritt der Andere; keine Einigkeit und keine wech-
selseitige Aufmunterung war zu finden; nichts a1s
Hader und Zank, Mißeunst und Partheigeist unter
dieser Heerde von Regenten- Ich weíß Beispiele,
daÊ hier Tausende an Prozesse über eine Jagd, die
nicht zwei Gul-den werth war, am Reichshofrathe und
am Kammergericht, vergchwendet worden sind_ 'Es ist
ein Familien-Recht", sagte der Grafu der diesen
Prozeß anhängig machte: wo meine Ahnen im víer-
zehnten Jahrhundert, Wölfe gehetzt haben, will ich
auch Rebhtiner schießen, und setze lieber alle
meine Herrschaften, meine Hunde and Bauern dran,
ehe ich nachgebe- Die Leibeigenschaft hatte hier
den höchsten Grad von Grausamkeít und Unmensch-
lichkeit erstiegen - ( 107 )

Through t,hese observations and various mare personal

attacks like those on the "Flerzog Karl" (one of the "gr-öf.iten

Eulenspiegeln seíner Zeit " (99) ), his uproariously funny

retelÌing of the "Neuwied sache" (259-3og), and his e-¡er-

more numeÌ ons and bítinÊl remarks on economì c condit,ions as a
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result of the ancien Regíme that he encounters on his
travel-s, Becker e;<pands his simple and direct views- The

autocratic rule¡ âs practised in his day in Germany, will- be

doomed to faífure, because all the indivíduat dukes,

princes, and kings, rather than governíng for the wel]-being

of their subjects, Fut their own petty interests and the de-

sire to maintain an outdat,ed conceptíon of aheolutism ahead

of the basíc needs required to sugtain the lives of their

subjects from rvhom the nobility benefit the most- Becker

feels that íf rurers were wont to gol.rern íntellígently and

humanely in the true and most honorable sense of the term

"enlíghtened despot", things rnight not necessarily be t,he

way they are now; the nobles might avr:id an errentual víolent,
overthrow and also prevent costly and destructive warfare

with France- obviously, Beeker"s view can be considered a

1ít'tle naíve but certainly not ou-trageously so - He remaíns

pragmatic in saying that all that is really needed aa a

start is a middle ground wherein the basic needs for life of

an individual- are giuaranteed by utilizíng intelligently and

fairly the reaources that, nature has provided-

By the end of the thírd letteru Becker-s dislíke and

dísdain for the nobility has reached new heights- It, i= +¡ith

some surprise, that vre read on trrage 73 that:

lch muß indessen offenherzig gestehen, daß ích ín
einem schönen Lande lieber eine Abtei finde als
eínen adeligen Hof-
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Der ärmere Theil des Landes hat gewiß noch eínigen
Vortheil von seiner Gastfreundschaft, und. das Geld
wird doch wenigstens noch in Lande verschwelgt_
Aber der Adel trägt es nach der Hauptstadt undgiebt keine Allmosen auf seínen Schlößern. Der ab-
teiliche Unterthan steht sich auch hier in der
That besser, a1s der ritterschaftliche- Jener hat
doch einen Hinterhal-t in der Eífersucht des Lan-
desherrn, besonders, da der Weg nach Rom abge-
schnítten war- Dieser aber hängt einzig und allein
von der Laune seines Tirannen ab, t--_]- Glücktich
wir, die wir weder Mönche noch Adet habenl (TB)

whíle this particular statement does st,and somewhat ín
contrast to some of his previous remarks about the Church

regarding its uselessness to society, Becker's basíc im-

pression and consideration of t,he thurch doeg not differ
much at other tímes in Beschreibung from those views ex-
pressed in his opening preface- In the course of this vrork,

Becker makes every effort to ridicule and deride the clergy

and in the process finds a depiction of their moral- short-
comings to be the most convenient way to do this- perhaps

or¡e of t'he more scurrilous examples of his tactics is to he

found in t,he following eecerpts- fn a letter from Eoppard on

the Rhein he rn¡rítee the following:

196

Zwei Kapuziner saßen zur Beichte- Ich beobachtete
einen davon, einen jungen beleibten Mann, und
merkte es jedes Maht an seiner fannischen Isic]Miene und an einer sonderbaren Unruhe des Un.Lerl
leíbs, wenn ihm das Mädchen etwas gegen das
seehste Gebot beichtete- Er. that d.ann gewöhnlích
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nur kurze F'ragen, auf díe eine lange Anwort, wahr-
schenlich die ausführliche Geschichtserzählung
folgte- Ermahnungen ertheilte er gar nicht, son-
dern absolvíerte ohne weiteres "a. peseatis mort,al-
ibus"- t---I Die Beíchte eines achtzehnjährígen
blühenden Mädchens, das ich am Abend vorher über
einem Fleischtopfe mít einem meiner Reisegefährten
ertappt hatte, wa.r mir noch interessanter- Ich
1iel3 mir von meinem Freunde den ganzen Hergang er-
zählen, und wufSte all so ziemlich, was das reuige
Kind zu bei-chten hatte - Der Kapuziner bewegte sich
díe Lippen, strich sich mit der rechten Hand sanft
seine Schenkel, und heftete díe Augen starr auf
ein gegenüber stehendes halbnacktes Marienbild-
( 134-35 )

tínues to illustrate the penchant of the orders to enjoy

life in a way that they are not sanctioned to do, and t,o

show that they, ]ike the nobility, do EO without part,icu-

larly much concern for the poorer people around them:

Another excerpt, while

ïch habe mir das Vergnügen nicht versagen können,
einige fette Abteien, die mir auf meinen Strei-
fereien eben in den Weg kammen, ein wenig nach
Republikaner Art zu brandschatzen- Man kann íhnen
einen grofien Grad von Gaetfreiheit nicht, abspre-
chen- úberall- war ich willkommen, und auf einige
Tage besser, aIs ín dem ersten Gasthofe der vor-
nehmsten Stadt bewirthet- Diese Mönche wíssen
nichts von Kasteiunçfen und BuÊtagen, sondern sind
ächte Bonvivants- Ein eigener Gas-,-meister, woztt
gewöhnlich der galanteste Mönch gewählt wird, ist
bestell-t, díe F'remden zu unterhalten, mit ihnen zu
speisen, und íhnen auf jede Art Vergnügen zu. ver-
schaffen- Den Morgen fingen u¡ir mit einem statt-
lichen Frühstücke an und endigten ihn bei-m Bil-
l-ard oder auf einer Jagdparthie- Darauf folgte das
Mit,t,agsmahl in einem besondern Speisesaal, wozu
aber nur wenige Mönche geladen wurden- Sobal_d die
Braten aufgesetzt waren, beehrte uns gewöhnlich
der Herr Abt mit geiner Gegenvrart, die dann mit
kostbaren I¡/einen und Speisen gefeiert -r¡ard 

_

a l-it,tle less explicit, con-
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Nachmittags ging's in der Kloster-Equípage auf die
abteilichen Meierhöfe¡ wo die epikuräischen Mönche
unter den muntern willigen Mädchen Stoffzur Beich-
te einsammelten- Die alten grämlíchen Herrn, die
für den Genuß abgestorben waren, winkten freilieh
mit den Fingern und keiften ein wenig, vrrenn eine
rothwangige Dirne in den Umarmungen eines jungen
Mönchs kreischte; das war aber gewöhnlich nur das
Signal zu. neuen Unternehmungen- So ginÉ ea r¡reiland
t,äglich in den Abteien zu, denn täglich fanden
sich Fremde eín, die Gelegenheit dazu gaben und
bewirthet i¡¡erden mußten- (239-40)

Becker also sees in this kínd of life a wagte of human

resources- The opportunity to lead "la dol-ce vita" made that

the highest aspiration for some rather than usíng their ta-
l-ents in a better and more productive way to benefit the so-

ciety they were expected to serve-

Díeß Leben l-ockte die wackersten Bauernbursche,
die díe T¡lelt blos aus dem Trierischen und aus den
Abteien kannten, dahin- Eín Student auf dem Gim-
nasíum zu Koblenz hatte keinen Ì,rlunsch, als ein
Mahl ín einer Abtei unterzukommen, und die reich-
sten Pächter und Bauern glaubten sich einen
sanften Sitz im Himmel zu bereit,en, wenn sie einen
Abteiherrn, oder wohl- gar einen Prior und Abt in
ihrer Familie zählten - (24O)

Throughout this work, Becker criticizes the orders,
their l-ack of usefulness in socíety and the general drain
they formed on the economy of a regíon- As in the previorrs

'nrork he d.oes not forget to ment,ion the Church-s ostensible

aim of keeping cítizens and- pious believers in a life of
darkness through super-s"bítians, deceptionu and religiouæ
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education in order to justify, retain, and protect their
often purely epicurean existences- we find an e:<ample in the

fourth letter, for example, where Becker states:

Die BröÊte Reform bedarf unst,reítig die Erziehung
der Jugend, díe biÊ jetzt den unheiligst,en Ê{änden
der Pfaffen und Mönche, und des Adels, in der Des-
potie der Beamten, denen man weiland in ihren An-
maßungen und íhrer Macht, keine Schranken uu. set,uen
vermochte, lag dererste Zerst,örungskeím der heran-
wachsenden Bürger- Jene waren dabei interessirt,
die Finst.erniß recht sistematiech zu verbreiten_
Sie, die ihre ?imter, íhren Rang und ihre Rechte
entweder gekauft , oder geerbt hat,ten, mul3tengcheel zum Glüeke ihrer Mitbùrger sehen, denn so
wollte es íhr Eigennutz und ihre künftige Sicher-
heit- Der freie Gebrauch der Kräfte der Vernunft
muÊte dem Landmanne geechmälert werden, wenn er
nicht gegen seine Tirannen auftreten solIt,e- So
blieb denn All-ee vernachläesigtp was ihm die Augen
hätte öffnen können- Der albernete Katechismr-lse
vo11 vom abgeschmackt,esten Gewäsch, wurde denjungen Leu-ten eingeprügeIt, und weiter nichts-'Monstri causa." möchte ích dir wohl ein Bild davon
entwerfen t---]- Der F'anatismus und Aberglaube
muÊte sích freilich hinter vier Wände verkriechen,
aber hier wutet er noch i¡nmer fort, und schießt
aus dem Hinterhalte seíne Bolzen- (116-18)

But again, in his inimitable stSrlg, Becker al-so gfrants

concegsíons rvhere they a-re called for-- He concedee, fcr- e:r-

ample, that despite all of the negatíve infl-uences of the

thurch ín this area (I{unsrück), its educational- institutione

have had the effect tha.t people do indeed enjoy a basíc

level of education not found in some other parts of Germany:

Itloch Eins 2 ztam Schlusse - Ich bef inde mich hier in
einer d-er düstersten Gegend-en Deutschlande- Aber
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ích muÊ gestehen, dal3 ich die Bildung des gemeinen
Landmanns hier viel besser gefunden habe, als in
der Nähe von Deutschlands aufgeklärtester Stadt,
in der Nähe von - Berlin- Es ist eín höchstset-
tener FalI, híer auf einen Bauer zu treffen, der
nicht schreíben und lesen kann- Dort, damit ich
nicht ubertreibe, gíebt es unter sechs kaum Einen,
der sich auf diese Künste versteht- Und selbst in
Berlin hat es unter der Mittelklasse mit, der ge-
rühmten Aufklärung ein Ende- (120)

Another aspect of Becker"s last travel report whích

sets ít apart from his previous ones ís his íncreased

concern with matters of an economic nature as t,hey affect,

the welfare of the state and it,s cit,izens- rn BeschreibunH

he devotes much more attention to analyzíng the ways in

v¡hich the ancien reEfime and the Catholic Ohurch have failed

to offer t'heir subjects a viable and beneficial economíc

base in order to further and secure the lives and liveli-

hoods of the lower classes in Germany- Becker in this work

demonstrates a basic knowledge of some theories of sustain-

able economic development- He does not becnme very technical

in his analyses, but rather, as he doee throughout his

writings, offers logical, coinmon aense suggestions a.s he

brings to the reader's attent,ion those economic factnrs or
situations which are negative, those which are positive, and

those which he feel-s i.7i1l be affected for the bet,ter aE a-

result of being ínfluenced by the ídeals of the French Revo-

lution- Her-e too, Becker dísplaye a keen BenÊe of under-

st,andíng of the baeic needs of people to prosper and enjoy
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life- As such he cont'inues in the mou-ld of the other Jacobín

writers at the t,ime who recognízed the need for reform in
the area of economics and saw the benefits and prosperity

which niight accrue to

an elite-

yet another vehicle for his denunciations of the nobilitv
and the governingf burear:.cratic institutions- This becomes

clear especially in the Faragraph quoted above (p- lgzf- )

about the negative effects the selling of offices had on the

overall economic development ín the Palatinate-

one of Becker-s most not,eworthy discrosures concern=

the government"s fail-ure to contribute to the long-term

fn Becker,

a society freed from exploit,atíon by

these eeonomic considerations become

economíc benefít

in his consideration of the "improvements" undertaken ín
Koblenz under the reign of the Erector there- Becker writes:

and ís to be found

Das einzige, was Koblenz Klemens Wenzel-rr zu ver-
danken hat, ist seine Verschönerung; aber dafùr
hät,t,e sich freilích weit etwas bessereg thun lag-
Ben- Pa1läst,e bauen ohne GeId, und Vorstädte an-
legen, ohne sie ãu bevölkern, bleibt immer ein
schlechtes Stuck Arbeít- Hät,te man dafür Fahriken
e.ngelegt, den Künsten und den Handwerkern aufge-
holfen, den Weinbau- verbessert, die I¡Iieeenschafien
unterstützt und den Aberglauben verbannt, so wür-
den auch jetzL noch die Republikaner den Namen des
I(urfürsten mit Dankbarkeit nennen t---I- (Z4B)

rn the paggaEle above Becker demonetrates ã =¡ery progreesive,

almost modern notion of the need. for providing substantive
rather than cosmetic reforms- He feel= that in the short

in the following lines
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term the improvements undert,aken ín Koblens are ]audable,

but that in the long run, as a means of providíng a stabre

basis for an economy and for benefitting a wider range of
people, other more direct attempts for fostering growth in
the economy should have been undertaken_

Another passage whích also demonstrates very crearly

hciw Becker feels the F'rench Revol-ution wíll benefít Germany

is found (page 48) in his discussion of the elimination of
tolls on the Rhine- He writes:

Das Eroße Werk der freien Rheinschifffahrt, das
die Republik den deutschen F'tirsten aufdringt, i¡¡ird
gleich nach geschlossenem allgemeinen F"rieden díe
echönsten Früchte tragfen- Die Zö11-e, die schon der
Engländer Thom lrlilkes in der letzten Hälfte des
dreizehnten Jahrhunderts "mira insania Germanoru.m"
nannte, diese Zölle waren schul_d daran, daß die
meisten Waaren, die aue der Gegend von Lüttích und
Malmedi kammen, auf der Achse fortgebracht wrrden,
dal3 wir hint,er u.nsern hand-e]nden Nachbarn weit su-
rüek blieben, und díe Waaren aus der Ferne u.m ein
Drittheil höher bezahlen mußten- (48 f- )

In continuing his discussions about the cultivation of eco-

nomíc development through trade l-ess inhibited by over-tax-

ation, Becker demonstrates that he like other German

writers of travel literature saw in neighbouring European

countries posítive examples to be looked to as a ¡neans of
implementing change in Germany- Becker continues:

In Deu-,-schland denkt ma.T-r Ela.r nichÈ daran, d-en
Hande I gemeínschaf tl- ich zi-r kultivieren " d.enn



203

d.ergleichen üeschäfte werden auf dem Reíchstage
als Lappalien betrachtet- Einer jagt dem Andern
durch schlecht,e Waaren, die er wohlfeiler giehen
kann, den Vortheil ab, statt, da.t3 man nach den
Grundsätzen der Franzosen, Engländer, Ho1länder
und anderer handelnden Nationen darauf bedacht
sein soll-t,e, sehönere, wr:hlfeilere und dauer-
haft,ere Sachen zu produzieren, und damit den Ab-
satz in-s Ausland zu befördern- Wenn in Deutsch-
land an eine Vereinígung zu denken wäre ¡ so w-urde
diese von einem unendlíchen Vort,heíI sein- (49)

Becker

agrícultural

make the most

countrysíde -

Eingen in the

also demonstrates an understanding of basic

science and observes on his travel-s the need to

of the natural resoltrees offered by the natíve

In a lett,er originating from t,he area around

Rhine Valleyu Eecker offers that:

So wie man bei Bíngen den Berg erstíegen hat, und
eine Stunde landeinwärts gegangen ist, verändert
sich der Boden- Obst, Wein und zarte Gernüse kommen
hier nicht mehr fort- Dieß geht in dem jenseitígen
Theile des Hunsrücks an der Mosel- eo weit, daß man
nur eíne Viertelstunde Trlege sich aus den Thäl-ern
erheben darf ¡ ntn auf ein Mahl in einer ganz neuen
WeIt, zu sein- Die kalt,en Winde, die hier auf dem
hohen Bergr'ücken herrechen, lassen die zarten Ge-
wächse gar nícht aufkommen- Desto besser gedeihen
aber die starken Feldfrüchte, Hafer, Korn, Kar-
toffeln und Kohl- Mit diesen Produkten versehen
die Einwohner ihre Nachbaren am Rheín und an der
Mose1, die ohne diese Zufuhr verhungern müßten-
(100)

In the ne:<t

another situation

plieht of the wíne

ready mentioned in

paragraph Beckes. is led to elucidat,e on

of social and econornic importance the

gro\¡iers in the Rhine Valley- We have a1-

this thesis (p- 1-5tl), based on Becker-s
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coiÍiments ín úber Mainz, that thís topic is of ímportance to
him, and the

discussion in

weighs substantially on his mind- Again Becker expresses his
sympat,hy for the wine growers' uncertain plight:

recurrence of their situation as a topíc of
Beschreibunq meiner Reise, suggests that it

Ein Vergleich zwischen dem Acker- und Wein-Bauer
fä1It sehr zun Nacht,heil des letzten aus t - - - I _ fm
Sommer hat er keine bestimmt,e Arbeit, denn er hat
keinen Acker und keine Fabriken, und nichts¡ wo-
durch er sích mit seinen Nachbarn verbinden kann,
als das kümmerliche GeId, das er aus dem Ertrage
seiner Weinberge lös " t, - Diese Ernt,e gedeiht ím
Durchschnitte alle seehs Jahre eín Mahl- fn den
übrígen Jahren muÊ er darben, order Wucherern in
die Hände fallen- Er wird genöthigt, den Wein
frisch von der Kelter, order gar am Stocke zu ver-
kaufen, auch wohl auf mehrere Jahre sich voraus
bezahlen zu lafien- Diege Noth des Weinbauers giebt,
den spekulirenden Wucherern a.rn Rhein und an der
Mosel ein weites Fel-d, und sie haben ihre Be-
trügereien ordentlich in eín Sistem gebracht, in
dem sie sich einander nicht, z1r. beeínträchtigen
pflegen- (100 f- )

Becker continues in this vein over the course of the next
few pages, detaíling how the wine grou/ers are often placed

at the mercy of loan sharks and speculators and how for
centuries these poor peasants have had to endure this
exploitive treatment- once again, Becker sees the Church as

a prime culprit-

Díe gröFten T¡üucherer in d.ieeen Gegenden sind die
Pfaffen und lnTeinschenken in den kleinen und großen
Städten- Bei jenen findet man auch die edã1sten
Weíne- Sie häufen aus dem Ertrage ihrer fetten
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Pfründen im lrIínter so víe1 baares Geld auf , daß
sie ím Stande sind, im Herbst, íhre Keller ztt
fül-len- So bald der Ëommer da ist, und nur einige
Aussicht zu einer gesegneten Ernte verspricht,
machen sich díese lfarpien auf die Beine, baares
GeId in der Tasche und Honig auf der Eunge_ Meíst
sind síe schon Gläubiger der Weinbauer- Sie drohen
mit Aufkündígung des Kapitals, mit Erpressung der
rückständigen Zinsen, und bringen es durch aller-
l-eí unerlaubte Mittel dahin, dal3 ihnen die armen
bedrängten Leute die Hoffnung auf ihren Herbst
verkaufen- (102 f- )

Forster in his Ansichten vom Niederrhein also wrote of
the vint,ners, but it is Becker-s assessment which shows per-

haps more compassion and understanding in interpreting their

situation- While Becker attributes many of their troubles

J-argely to their beíng taken advantage of by those with more

pcll{er, Forster is somewhat quick to ascribe responsibility

to the wine growers themsel_ves- Forster wrítes:

Aber auch in ergiebigeren Gegenden bleibt der
l{einbauer ein ärgerliches Beispiel von Indolenz
und daraus ent,springender Verderbtheit des mora-
lischen Charakters- Der Weinbau beschäftigt ihn
nur wenige Tage im Jahr auf eine anstrengende Art;
beí dem Jäten, dem Beschneiden der Reben u-s_w-
gewöhnt er gich an den Müßigga.ng, und innerhalb
seiner Wände treibt er selten ein Gewerbe, wel-ches
ihrn ein sicheres Brodt gewähren könnte t - - - I _

[U]nd ist nun der Wein endl-ich trinkbar und in
Menge vorhanden, so schwelgt er eine Zeitlang von
dem Gewinne, der ihm nach Abzug der erhal_tenen
Vorsehüsse übr-ig bl-eibt, und ist im folgenden Jahr
ein Bettler v¡ie vorher- Ich weiß¡ ês giebt, einen
Gesichtspunkt, in welchem man diese Lebensart
verhältnismäSig glücklich nennen kann- Wenn gleich
der hleinbauer nicht,s erübrigt: so lebt er doch
sorglos, ín Hofnung auf das gute Jahr, welches ihm
immer wieder aufhílft- Al1ein, wenn man Eo raison-
nirt, bringt man die Herabwürdigung| der gittlich-
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keit díeses Bauers nicht ín Rechnun€, die eine un-
ausbleibliche Folge seiner unsichern Subsistenz
ist- (383 f- )

The similaríties between two rike-minded authors of
travel- literature such as Eecker and Forster, do not, of
course, end here, but in regard t,o t,he topic above at least,

one sees how their posítions differ, albeit, slightly- Both

show a concern and agreement on the fact that the wine

growers' lot in t,he Rhine valley ís indicative of faifed

economic, social and political precondítions-

The eonclugíon to Becker-g travel report ís algo in-
terest,ing- rt actually consiste of three different parts-

The first ís ent,ítled: "Rückblick" - The second, "Contro-

versen", addresseg an ongoing personal dispute which Becker

has with an unllsually belligerent civil servant at the

"Post", with whom Beeker apparently came ínto contact in hís

travels around Frankfurt- The third sectíon consiets of an

interesting díctionary, listing examples of words found in
the local dialect,s in the "Departements" of the Mosel

region- ït lists numerol.ls examples of the regi-onal differ-

ences in t'he German language and woul-d no doubt, be of in-

terest and help to linguists today- By Becker-s own admis-

sion it 'is not very detailed, for as he writes:

Von meinem Versuche läßt sich aber auch nichts
Gutes sagen- Er ist die Arbeit von einigen Stunden
der Rückerinnerung an dag Land, in dem ich unter



of most, importance to us in giving a final- sum¡nation of
Becker " s last trave] report, is the "Rückbl-íck" - rn it
Becker sr-rms rlp the ideas he has expressed ín the earl_ier
part of the work in terms of what, the future hotds for the

Rhine and Mosel areas under the continued admínistration of
the French republic- The fírst paragraph demonstrates

Becker's rather optirnistic prognosis- He begins by writ,ing
that:

der Zuchtruthe bígotter Pfaffen
verlebte - (42O)

2t7

mein Knabenal-ter

lrtrenn ich den Bl-íck auf die Gegenden zurückwerfe,
die ich hier durchwandert haber so drängen sích
mir die schönsten Auesichten in die Zukunft auf-
Das französische Vol-k wird die großen Verspre-
chungen erfül-len, die es den Einv¡ohnern gemacht
hat, und díe Morgenröthe des kommenden Tages
bricht schon wirklich herein, denn die Satelliten
des Despotismus sind entfernt,, und die Menschheit
kann sich nun wieder ermannene freí von den Ket-
ten, d-ie sie drückt,en- Die Wunden werden auch in
kurzer Zeit geheilt sein, die der Krieg geschlagen
hat- (379)

From the views which Becker outlinee in the first
paragraph of this last section, he goes on in the cou.rse of
the next four pages to provide a cl-ear and concise plan for
the future development, mostly economic, of the area based

on various considerations, such as natural resourcesÞ cli-
mate, wild life and íts conse¡'vati on, and the l-ike - The
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area lies in the

those seeking a.

ence- As ¡>art of
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progressive and poeitive development of the

fall of nationalism and the unifícation of

better system free from despotíc interfer-

hís closing remarks, Becker- writes that:

Man denkt nicht mehr daran, daß man alrs Mainz, alrs
Trier, alrs i(oblenzz alts Zweibrücken, aus Bonn ist,
sondern fühIt es recht, daß man ein Glied der gro-
Sen Nation, daß man ein Frar¡ke geworden ist- Und
so muß es sein, wenn Fríede und Gl-ück gedeihen
sollen- Auch die Spuren des lächerlichen National-
stolzes, der den Bewohnern der Rheinländer von
jeher eigen r^lar, und den Deut,schen so schlecht
kleídet; díe Ausf 1üI3e des von den ehemahligen
Fürsten nach Möglichkeit beförderten National-
hasses rçerden verschwinden, sobald man sich mehr
daran gewöhnt,, den Franzosen nicht mehr mit einer
Elle zrt rnessen, die vor zehn Jahren vielleicht ge-
recht sein mochte, jetzL aber als eine Antíquität
in die Rüstkammern jenseit,s des Rheíns gehört_
(380 f. )



Although literary critics and hístoríans are stí11 far
from a consensus regardíng an evaluation of Becker's con-

tributions to both the form and the substance of the t,ravel
literature of his day, it seemg certain that his contempo-

rari-es and modern scholars woul-d agree that he was a thinker
and a writer of considerable importance-

Becker"s travel reports contribut,ed greatly to a new

level- of signíficance to the form ítself and allowed hím to
use ít aE an effective vehicl-e for comment not just on the
geography of places he visited but also on their historical,
social-, and political features-

considered on an indivídual basis, alr three of
Becker"g travel reports have obvious and dístinct, character-
istics- of über Mainz, for example, one can assert that it
is clearfy a t,raditional- topographical- travel report which

contains generally objectiwe descript,ions of public insti-
tutions, places of interest and the líke. The descriptions
are characterized hy a light-hearted and appealing styl_e-

criticism of contempoï.ary forms of government and social
inst,itutions, such as the cathol-ic church, is evident, but
not the over-ríding conceï'n -

5- Conclusion

2t9
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ïn the Fragmenteo Becker-s tone changee dramatically-

fn this travel report he has clearly commit,ted himself to
supporting the spread of the ideals of the French Revol_ution

in Germany- while continuing to adhere to his earlier prag-
matic and matter-of-fact style,he has modifíed it to the

extent that it beeomes noticeably more open) more bold and

more complex- Despit,e his sharper and more aggreEsive tone,

however, he st'i]] remains optimistic, objeetive and fair,
giving credit where it is due both to individuals and insti-
t,utions which Eerve a useful purpose-

Beschreibune meiner Reise begins with an outspoken and.

candid confeesion of his political and philosophical beliefs
together wíth a pledge for hís further support of the fight
to implement the ideal-s of the F'rench Revolutíon ín his own

country- Hie inít,ia1 remarks are caustic and aggressive, but
do not set the tone for the entire work- The succeeding

chapters are much less emotional- and often bear a c]ose

resemblance to his previous works- Noteworthy in this work

is his increased emphasis in dealing with certain elementary

economic factors as i,vell- as hís critícal víew of some of the

effects of the French Revolution in Germany, particularly

where the impact of the French military is concerned- rn

addition, Becker al-go betrays a cer-tain frustration at t,he

unwillingness of some Germans to realize what benefíts can

be d-erived from reform in Germany- Gener-ally, in Eeschrei-
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meaníng -

In a broad, over-all assessment of Becker., - s three
"Reiseberichte" one can poínt to certain obvíous patt,erns-

Whereas the first, report, über Mainz, stil_l_ stands out as a

traditional topographical travel report, the last one, Be-

schreibune meiner Reise is clearly the work of an author

whose views have matured on both the benefits and the draw-

backs of the French Revol-ut,ion orì German sclciety- Tn between

fall the Fragment,e, which ]ack the degree of conviction of

the ]atteru but go well beyond the initial lepid r-esl,onses

to the Revolution in the former- Hence, there is a steady

progregsion evident in Becker-s own underst,anding of reform

and revolution in Germany and in his growing desire to make

his point of view public- rn short, with each travel- report

Becker becomes more oFen and more frank in his crit,icísms of
society and in his suggestions for reform-

The changes in his style run parallel t,o his decreasing

reliance upon topographical descríptions and objective ob-

servation, whil-e placing increasing emphasis on subjectíve

analysis and critical consideration-

Throughout Becker-s works, however, there are many

constants- The main targets for his critícisms are consis-
iently the Roman catholic church and the aristocrâcv¡ the

reigning feudal order- He sees in this order only eorrupt,

and self-serving institutions which vi ew its citizer-l.s and

27L

attitude remaíns fair and well-
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subjects símply as a means to errsure the protection and the
prosperit,y of their own interests- Their setfish efforts ín
thís regard are seen as resulting ín the economic and. moral

ruin of the state-

what must also be mentíoned at this point is that
Becker"s travel reports, besides bearing important testimony

to an age in German hietory which wÈ Ë.r'E alvray= =e*king tn
understand better, also provides interesting and enjoyable

reading- Becker writes clearly and concisely and is a super-

lative narrator- All of his travel reports can therefore be

characterized as containing a good mixture of useful prag-

matic travel informatíon, telling críticism and thoughtful_

refl-ect,ion v¡hich makes for entertaining reading_

Throughout his works Becker displays his sympathy for
and adherence to t,he basic tenets of the French Revolution
and sees in ít much opportunity for positive social- and

politícal change in Germany- He is, however, not an ideal-
ist- He subscribes to t,he belíef that the course of change

is fraught with troubl-es and setbacks, but that, ín the end,

a better worl-d will- resul-t- He realizes -t,hat he can only
play a small part ín the process, but that his contributions
vçill not be in vain- Tn Becker"s own modest assessment of
his work he hopes only that:

t - - - ] seine Bemühungen -pr=s¡igstens Tropfen eind,
die, wenn sie wíederhohlt herabfallen, endlích
doch noch Felsen aushöhl-en können- (Beschreibung
me iner. Re ise , Vf T I )
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Even though Becker"s place ín literature and history
has not yet been defínitívely assessed, it is this writers-s
hope and the focus of his efforts in this thesis to bring
forward an apFreciation of t,he significance of Becker-s

contribution to the understandíng of the líterature,
geographyu and historyr âs well- as the moral, ethical and

social climate of his time-
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