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PRACTICUM PROPOSAL

A. INTRODUCTION

The Chinese landscape constitutes the symbol of 1life created by the union of
two elements: Yin and Yang. Yang is represented by heaven, rocks, mountains,
light, man and goodness; while Yin is represented by earth, water, darkness,
woman and trouble.

There are various types of Chinese gardens: ranging from northern to.

southern, large to small, royal to common, natural to man-made, and extravagant
to simple. Regardless of type, however, the function of the Chinese garden is
primarily for relaxation and pleasure:

"The Chinese enjoy their gardens sitting down
and have pavilions conveniently placed."’

"...where one may want to stop and drink tea."?

For occidentals the function of the Chinese garden may be more appropriately
seen as a representation of Chinese culture and heritage, and for some as a
tourist attraction.

Undoubtedly, a Chinese garden built in the Western world will face numerous
difficulties: such as differing climatic conditions, building and plant
material availability, and the understanding and appreciation of Chinese
cultural concepts by occidentals.

' Florence, Lee Powell, In the Chinese Garden, p.30.

2 1bid., p.31.



B. STUDY PROPOSAL
The study proposal consists of two components:

1. The identification and documentation of those principles and concepts
associating with the traditional Chinese garden park.

2, The demonstration of the application of those principles and concepts to
a specific site in Winnipeg.

Winnipeg's Chinatown, in part as a result of the lack of appropriate site de-
velopment works, has not served the Chinese community well and has failed to at-
tract Winnipegers and tourists; at present it is a bleak environment indeed! 1In
an effort to contribute to the resolution of this environmental problem it is
proposed that a Chinese garden park study be undertaken.

The 19,500 S.F. (approximately 1/2 acre) site for this proposed garden park
is at the corner of King Street and Alexander Avenue. The user groups associat-
ed with this proposal include the local Chinese community, citizens of Winnipeg
and visitors to the City.



C.

GOAL AND OBJECTIVES

1.°

Goal:

To document the principles and concepts associated with the tradition-
al Chinese garden park and through the application of these principles
and concepts, to develop a garden park proposal for Winnipeg's Chinatown
which captures the essence -- or spirit -- of the traditional Chinese
garden park, without simply replicating an existing traditional garden in
China.

Objectives:

a) To incorporate those concepts and principles associated with the tra-
ditional Chinese garden park, including:

i) Yin-Yang concept,
ii) meaning (spirit, or soul) of the garden park,
iii) wvariety of visual imagery, and
iv)  making the small evoke the large.

b) To employ elements, materials and technology appropriate to the Winni-
peg situation, while expressing the symbolic meaning associated with
the traditional Chinese garden park.

c) To address the following local conditions:

i) Climate: sun, wind and snow, especially the implications for
winter use of the garden park.

ii) Cultural differences: the Oriental culture in the Western world.

iii) The existing urban context, and recognizing the "Chinatown De-
velopment Corporation" redevelopment proposals.



CHINESE GARDEN PARK

"Site Size: 45.72m x 39.62m = 1811,43m?

1.

(150" x 130' = 19,500 s.f., approximately 1/2 acre).
Theme s
"Mountains multiply, streams double back - I doubt there's even a

road; )willows cluster darkly, blossoms shine - another village ahead!"
(Lu Yu

Programme Components:

a) Information centre and a reading room ..eeeeeeees 60m?
b) Washrooms (one/sex) /SErvice ceeeeeevecseoesonses 25m2
c) Exhibition Hall and Tea ROOM sevesevcsncocsssoss 100m2
d) Pavilions

e) Bridge(s)

f) Man-made pond

Other Considerations:

a) Control entrance and site security

b) Use day and night and all seasons

c) Use local plants and materials

d) Low maintenance: no capital cost constraints, but low maintenance of
high priority.
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SITE ANALYSIS

1.

LOCATION:  The proposed Chinese garden will be located at the corner of
King Street and Alexander Avenue in Chinatown. This location is very
close to the existing cultural centers such as Museum of Man and Nature
and City Hall. As a cultural reflection, a Chinese garden will further
attract more tourists and thereby increase the possibility of developing
this inner city core area into a tourism site. The Winnipeggers too will
be able to enjoy their leisure time by visiting the Chinese garden after
they have a good bargain at the 0ld Market Square. In short, this loca-
tion can serve two functions, both as a tourist attraction as well as a
leisure center.

EXISTING LAND USE:  Mostly for commerical purposes (Chinese restaurants
and grocery stores) and parking. Hence this is a potential commercial
center, especially for Chinese, following redevelopment of this area.

LAND OWNERSHIP: There are eight blocks in Chinatown, which is encom-
passed by Logan Avenue on the north, James Avenue on the south, Main
Street on the east and Princess Street on the west. About 3/4 of these
blocks are Chinese owned land. Therefore this is the activity center for
the Chinese especially on weekends. The existing site for building the
Chinese garden is a piece of vacant Chinese owned land which is readily
available for construction.

BUILDING CONDITIONS: In general, the conditions are from fair to poor,
only few are good. Examples of the good ones are Marigold Restaurant and
Sek On Toi Senior Citizens Home.

BUILDING HEIGHT: The surrounding buildings are of low profile in gener-
al. Adjacent to the site are one or two-storey buildings. The notable
exception is the high-rise apartment for Chinese senior citizens (Sek On
Toi).  So the building components will also be of one-storey. However,
plantation can be tall to provide verticality effect and to enhance visi-
bility.

TRAFFIC FLOW: Traffic flow on King Street is heavy. Both King Street
and Alexander Avenue are one-way streets. This creates a critical corner
vhich is the most noticeable and that catches the passerby's attention.
Hence, the Chinese garden will be situated with the entrance facing the
intersection of King Street and Alexander Avenue.

UTILITY SERVICES: Full underground services such as sewage, hydro and
water services are available.

SECURITY SYSTEM: As Chinatown is situated in the inner city core area,
controlled entrance and site security will be used day and night all year
round. It is suggested that walls be used to surround the site area.
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1. CLIMATIC ANALYSIS

1'

Southern Manitoba:

a)

b)

e)

TEMPERATURE:  The mean annual maximum temperature is 95°F in summer
and the mean annual minimum is -38°F in winter.

PRECIPITATION: The mean annual total precipitation is about 21 inches
and the mean total of rainfall is about 15 inches. June is the wet-
test month, followed by August. There 1is plentiful of snow but not
much rain.

SUNLIGHT: Sunshine for about 47% as an annual average. July has the
highest monthly average of 300 hours or about 10 hours per day; Decem-
ber has a monthly average of 75 hours or about 2.5 hours per day.

WIND:  Strongest wind is from the northwest and the north in winter;
south wind in summer.

SUMMARY:  Southern Manitoba is dominated by continental climate which
has large seasonal temperature ranges and is moderately dry much of
the year. It is characterized by low humidity and a great number of
sunny days and strong wind.

Suzhou (Soo Chow), Southern China:

a)

b)

TEMPERATURE:  Between 0°C and 8°C (32°F and 46.4°F) in winter; 20°C
(68°F) to 30°C (86°F) in summer.

PRECIPITATION:  Rain 1is plentiful. The average annual rainfall is
about 80 inches. 80% of the rain falls between May and October.

SUNLIGHT: Sunshine for about 60% as an annual average. Over one-fifth
of the year is foggy.

WIND: Strongest wind is from the north in the winter; southeast wind
in the summer.

SUMMARY: On the whole, the most significant characteristic of climate
in Southern China is mainly deominated by monsoons.
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I11. CLIMATIC CONSIDERATIONS IN DESIGN SOLUTION.

In comparison to Wang Shih Yuan in Suzhou, Winnipeg has extreme winter and
summer temperatures. Hence, most plantation in Suzhou cannot be grown in Winni-
peg, and local planting materials have to be used instead. Since the Chinese
flowers and green plants have symbolic meanings, the local planting materials
would not be able to fulfill this purpose. However, the planting techniques can
still be applied to bring alive the Yin-Yang concept.

Another consideration is the snow drifting problem. 1In Suzhou, there is more
rain than snow, so the design focuses on solving the rain problems. 1In con-
trast, this Chinese garden will be affected more by the snow drift. The advan-
tage of snow drifting is that natural, irregular 'sculpture' like snow pile is
created, which adds beauty to the winter serenity. To prevent snow drifting
problems, plantation is used as a shield to decrease snow accumulation in the
winding pathways on the south side of the garden. The pine trees on the north
boundary of the garden shield the heated pond from the drifting snow. When the
snow sweeps across the pond from the north, it is again blocked by the first
barrier, the bushes, and the second barrier, the taller plantation. In this
case, the winding pathways would have less snow accumulation and therefore can
easily be plowed away.

The interplay of both plantation and snow drifting patterns needs special at-
tention in designing the garden due to the severe winter in Winnipeg. (See at-
tached diagrams on snow drifting patterns).
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TREATMENT OF PLANTING MATERIALS

Plants are a prerequisite in the formation of a garden environment. The
shape, color, fragrance and acoustic properties of plants can enhance the artis-
tic effects of a desired scenic environment. Applying the principle of "borrow-
ing from the weather and the climate", plants are used to express the seasonal
characteristics of landscapes. Plants can produce different effects, reflecting
the cycle of life and seasonal change, as a result of differing weather and day/
evening light conditions.

In classical Chinese garden construction, the commonly used species are those
often depicted in Chinese poetry and paintings. These include lotus, chry-
santhemums, peonies, and bamboos. They are used differently, depending on the
scenic theme, topography and architectural surroundings. However, plants se-
lected for the proposed Winnipeg Garden would have to survive the city's severe
climate.

In designing the proposed Chinese Garden, special consideration has been giv-
en to the plant species and location to accentuate the spirit of the Garden.
The pine is symbolic of longevity, strength and forcefulness. It 1is used in
moderation to punctuate specific areas designed to express the Yin elements of
the Garden. A group of pine trees are located next to the Reading Chamber at
the northwest corner of the Garden, facing the direction of the strongest winds.
They are planted for the sound of the wind brushing through branches, enhancing
the poetic atmosphere of the Garden. Another pine tree is placed in the small
courtyard beside the Exhibition Hall to express the Chinese strength of charac-
ter. The pine tree located in Sho Yuan is designed to heighten the symbolic
meaning of longevity.

Surrounding the Heated Pond are birch and willow trees which grow best on mo-
ist soils around waters. Reflections of the branches and leaves in the Pond
convey a scenic image of stillness. The weeping branches of willows produce a
lyrical rythmn as they sway gracefully in the wind. Most importantly, the
birches and willows, with their appearance of softness and gentleness, create a
striking contrast to the pines. This enhances the beauty of the Yin-Yang prin-
ciple.

Flowers symbolize prosperity and wealth. Hence in Fu Yuan, various kinds of
flowers are planted, providing a continuous blooming period from early spring to
late autumn. Selected flowers include roses, peonies, chrysanthemums, physalis
(Chinese Lantern), Grootendorst and Persian Yellow.

Deciduous trees and ornamental plants are proposed for other parts of the
Garden. They serve to enhance the liveliness and the colorful seasonal charac-
teristics of the Garden.
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TREATMENT OF LIGHTING

Lighting is necessary to encourage night time use of the Garden. It provides
an atmosphere of safety for the users and, as well, enhances the space by creat-
ing silhouetted patterns, reflections, and focus illuminations which reinforce
the character of the garden. It can accentuate areas or features, and be em-
ployed to give direction and information.

In designing the Winnipeg Chinese Garden, incandescent lightings are selected
for their warm reddish-yellowish color. This accentuates objects and helps to
distinguish texture. Furthermore, the lightings merge with the surroundings
harmoniously and become an integral part of the design.

In order to create a more stimulating environment, it is proposed certain
areas be highly illuminated, and others bathed in shadows. The Dragon Path,
situated at the north of the proposed Garden, is designed to include built-in
lightings in curved golden rods. 1In each rod there are eight holes with eight
different colored light bulbs. The bulbs are installed facing inwards. They are
programmed to light alternatively, resulting in 64 lighting combinations. Fol-
lowing every 64th variation, the lights will come into unison, illuminating one
of the eight pure colors. This lighting arrangement is symbolic of life, which
is ever-changing. Yet there will come moments of stillness.

In shadow areas, lightings are mounted on walls or hidden within the winding

path and the planted areas, so as to provide a more human scale and an intimate
feeling.
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