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Ir{moDwrfot{

FoJ-itlcE fa ¡Ahft*a in the lpriocl before the Firet Great' ttar

were probúly the ¡uoet coXorrrftrl and. irportant ia proriacfaL histoty.

A hoet of cøplex lsEues cLauourecl to be solvedl. To na¡ne a few of, the

nore dd.n¿¡at: the -role;of the prørlneial gwement anct the deuanile

of a new econmLc society¡ a solutlon f,or qnestLoae of mpra3.e such ¿s

ter¡rer"anee; the clenanrl by fa'rmll€ anil r¡rban'[rage-eã,rnere f,or a greater

voÍce in goverromentr ãsd the pJ.ace of Eeetem and, Central trrro¡nan

rnmrgrantc ln a cmmÍty clmLnetedl. by the Aaglo-Saxon. Any one of

theee faetors alone rdotr-lù ta¡r the abillty of the polltieiaas of ary

tlay, br$ when eetreraL coincicþcl, the cacl rezuIt lras sure to be a pro-

forrnd. transf,o:mp,tLon ln I'Þ,nÍtoba!ø polf.ttcal exlsteace.

llhls thesls wlLL atteqrt to deal wltb one as¡nct of the

sltuation - the reforr noveuent during tlte secondl dlecade of, the tnen-

tteth eentrrr¡r, rel¡,tìng the events prJøarlly to tbe Anglo-Sa¡ron

commtty. I¡r traclng theu, attentlon r¡'lLL be patel. to the conflict

betreen the Consen¡at1ve a,nc[ tfberat parbles, tbe ¡rea.knesEee of the

Iatter, andL the drifü of refort se¡¡tl¡ent to that ¡nrty. 1lne ftrst

cbapter rLLL estabLisb the ecoaøic, soeLa.L aad ¡nllttcal. backgrouncL

to tbe probJ.en. In tbe acrrb, the ¡¡Ein obJecte of refo¡n seatl¡ent -

slngle ta,:r, cllreet leglslatloo, wøan suffrage, teq¡era¡ce, social

gospel - ï"lLL be clescrlbecl. llhe thtrd. ï'tlt deal. rl.fth the grorl¡g l¡ho¡¡

raoveuent, lts aeplratfone, grontb anct hanilLcâper Íbe f,a,rrnergr econ@1e

anrll ¡olltÍeal morreuent, togcther nftb lts fnabtLity to 3.eague lrtth

vflt
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Labour ts form a tnre reforr la l{anítoba, in tt¡e fourth. [he fifbb

cbapter lrltl dlra¡r together the actlvities sf the varfous refoim groups

fron 1pJ.0 to 191h. the conelusion of thic eection rriLl dËa1 a3.so rrltb

the clef,eat of the Consen¡ative Government 1n LgLr. tthe final cba¡rter

dleaLs r¡ith the collapøe of the refom e¡rlrlt d.urfn6 the ycars 1915 to

Lgæ.

fhe ctory wlLI expLain vhy lth,aitoba trnriLenreat a flve-year periodl

of aêva,aeeô eoeial reforu fron L9L5 to IpÐ. It $ill. a¡osner the

gueetLoaet nas thie progres¡lve legislatlon thc resrrlt of an arou¡ed.

q4latloy for nøants strf,f,rage, dl.reet leglslatlon, el.agle ta¡c anct

othor refoln pJr,nke; ïeS¡ did the ref,om groupc on\r flotrtEh cluriqg

tbls perlodl.; rrae the charaeter of the reformers ra,ð1caL or moclerate;

wbat lnfluence clldl the reforu sentlseat have on the pol.ttlcs of, the

dry? Aaother aim 1s to ðeccribe tbe clevelolmentc lülthia the proriacial

Labor¡¡ a,rd. fa¡nere t politiea.l groups clurlng arpcrlod. th¿t ha,s been

hitherto S.argeJy neg3.eeterl rrlth the exceptLon of the lflnnlpeg strfke

of 1919 anctr. the rl.se of the progreselve moveuent of the same Beriodl.

lbe br¡Lh of, naterLal for tbís ¡rork cane from nenq¡lapere ia tbe

ProrrlnoiaL ttbra,lry of fthn1toba. Oùher rea,cling natter - öookcr pauphlcte,

gørernmeat èoctment¡ - crna frm the Êauê Gouree aB neLL ae the Llbrar¡y

of the thivereity of lih¡ult¡oba. Íbe shaôiag ancl cletaiL in the electf.on

ns,ps were cø¡rltect b'y the author fron eleetlon re¡u1ts for¡Jûal la

FoltticEJ. Serapbooks ûaô the ns.p ffle of, the Frovinctal. Lfbraay.



x

I wish to expresË ry apprecÍation to all tboee vho ha*re assisted

ta cøp1Lfag tbls ïork. ÍBre staft of the Provtucla,L Libra,rqy, ¡ra,rtle-

uJ"arly Miss Ìiþlba Verge; ldtss A¡ne Slavin and. l'tu. Cla¡e lrni-u' for alcL

ln proof-read.ing; a.ncl for t¡ælng of the f,inishecl cqmr., tr&6. I.I,{, thuI,le.

0f spectal ucntion, Prof,eo¡or il.t. &þrtou, who euggestecl the to¡rlc ancL

prov!.clecl monal su¡lport thrsr¡ghout the te:m.



I
CEAPIER Ï

MA$IIÎOBA TN THE FTRST DEC^AÐE OF THE ITÍÐTTTETE CEIIEITBY

Tlre Consenrative party of Manitoba was practfca-$r nnnihiLated. i¡.
the el-ectlon of Jlgll5, but that defeat can onJ¡r be parblalJ.y expl"ainecl by

the ha,tr¡pesings of that yeeùr. flhe events that built up to the Liberal
partyrs land.slfd.e go back at reast po years to the ].8gors ¡v:ith the

l{auitoba School Qu.estlon and. the Patrons of Husbantk¡r. f1re fo3-lowJng

decade sa¡r the eror¡.bb of zuch groups in the tiberal movenent, as sir*frage,

single ta:r, d.irect 3-egÍsIation, ter$'ereoee a.acl the social gospel, ¡rhlch

were to play a strong role in the Consenratlve ror¡t. Underlying poJ-it-

ical eharrges, soeial and. eco¡onlc factors as neII were very Íryortant.

the Liberal victory, therefore, lfas not one for that parby Er E, but a
cfi¡alr of, a series of lncidents.

â,r flre Frovince uadergoes a coryLex serfes of rnterne,l changes

fhe popula.tlon of l4anitoba clrangecL rapidJ¡r, not onJy in nrmbers,

but also in cor¡lositlon as to Ege, sex ancL natione,lity clurr'ng the first
clecacle of the tlrentleth cenÉury. Within the ten year span frø ].por on,

the provÍncers popula,tion juø¡reci. from Zii|.rzlL to k6tr63O.1 So great luas

the Íncrease, that dr¡rine the l9o1 to 1p06 period, the nr¡mbers rose by

\3.æ%, Ûthile the nrral population of the provÍnce renainecl lerger than

tbe urban, it rvas decllning ia proporbion, falLrñg from Tz.\ofi Ín lpol to

t 
ç.", C.B. David.son, EnC. Gra¿t, F. Shef,rÍn, populatÍon of

l4anitoba (winnipeg¡ Economic srrrtrey Board., province of lÞnitoba, Januarrr,
1938), !ry of Cana,cta, 1911. Vo3.. I (Obtawa: Kingts prÍnter, Lgi;Z)" "



56.rT% ten years Later. ¡{1nniFeg2 the capltal city gained. a mrch J.arger

share of ner¡ citizens than cLld. the rest of the prorinceS some nrraL areas

showed. absolute decreases in u¡rbers.2

ffre cou¡rosition of the province as to age, sex, birth d.istribution

reveals how close llanitoba rfas to the frontier stage. It lras a you¡g

prorrince with the age group t¡¡der twenty years eou¡lrising near\r one

half of the total for aJ.J. ages. llhe proporblon of rnales to feua1es was

socialJ¡r unhealtby beine 121.3 to 100 1n 191-1. llh:is ùiscrepancy was even

greater in the 20 to 30 year class which contained. the highest nr;mber of

uarrlageable young peopJ-e. Another unsettling factor vas the utter l¿,ek

of fanrliarÍty of naay resiclents with their province, mrch less Canac[ian

instÍtutions. In lpLI, only 38.20fu of t1ne peopte h¿d. been born ,in Manitoba;

æ.5I0 cane from other provi.nces; a 1jJre nt¡mber frsm Great Brftaln a¡rcl a

sfigbtly Se,rger:percentage were of foreign birbb.3

flre,combin¿tioa of the various races tfÞt uade up the popr.rJ-atlon

had. undergoaeìrn¡nJr sha4g€6o Near the coroencernent of the twentleth centurXr,

the Anglo-Saxsns ba& beea doninant r¿ith a ulnority of trbencb, Ir4ennonltes

and. Icelanclers.i, WbÍLe the for:ner group naintainecL its preponderance,

gro¡¡"ing numbers anlved. from Eastern and. Central Europe. By lpLL, those

born on Continenta3- Elrrope numberecl 781056, one-seventh from Scanelirul.via,

the renai¡der d.ivid.ed. between the l.a,tter âffêÐsr Settlers from Eastern a¡rd.

2 [he federal. cListrict of Lisgar dropped. from 26r\9p in 1p01 to
251978 ten years later. Egpn¡lq,tion of the Prairie Fr,orinces , L9L6 (OUtaraa:

ifingts Pri.:rter, 1918), p"E-'Fr' - 
3/ c:B'.'Ðavidson, et a1., Population of l{anitoba: P..35.
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Central Europe goulcL be found. in nt¡merous parts of the prorrince, bowever,

¡ra,q¡ concentrated. 1n the rougber and. nooded. areas, sucb as tbe area

betr,¡een Lakes ïlinrrÍpeg and. I'lanÍtoba, an area which had been aband.onecL or

lgnorecL by earlier settlers. AccustornetL to a ].ow stanclard. of naterial

wants ancl eqFlo,ying the labour of large faniJ-ies, they trrrnecl. these i.aÍld.s

to a prof,it,

Ecsnomically, ¡,{anitoba r¡nclernent a niLd. revolution just as couplex

as that 1n popuSa,tion. AgricuJ.ture.reaai.ned. the basie lndustry a.ncl wheat

d.ominatecL agriculttrre. Its supremaey was due to a nu¡ober of factors:

the fertflity of the soil, the'semi-arid. elÍnate'fa;voring vheat special-

ization, the use .of large-scale agricrrltural nachineïy anð the clevelop-

uent of earl.y natr¡riag and. drought resistaixt varietles.4 Co¡dbinecl vith a

perlod. of rising prÍces and genera3.l.y favorable rueather cond.;itlons, tbe

acreage and. value of rrheat rapid.ty rosêo

lfhile l{anitoba fa¡mers rode along on the crest of the wheat boom,

other crops began to occupy a 3.a,rger sbare of farro prodnction. Tn the

rnai4, these lrere r1re, oats, barley. Ehe denend.s fron a rising urban

poprrJ-a,tlon stLmr-LatecL other agrícultrrral endeavors. lúIarket gardening

spread. out a3-ong f,þs þenkg of the Red. River and. increasecL attention r¡as

paid. to poultryrbvestock and. dalryf ng.

Industry e4panded. rapidJ¡¡. lfirnipeg became the centre for the

tÍestern grain tracl¡e ancL by reason of its strategie position r¡as calLecL

4 G.E. Britnell, lhe ldheat Econoqr (foUticat Econory Series, Vol.
h. Toronto: IJniversity õF-gõFontoGÇ f:g3g'¡, pr rn,c
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tbe Gateway to the ïfest and. the Chlcago of the Tüest. flre cityrs e4)an-

sÍoa was not badecl rrpon beavy inclustry. ldost nanufacturíng r,ras of å,:}igþt

natu.re, such as ga.raent trad.es, pr¡blic utiLities, transporbatioa,

admiaistration and. vhoJ.esal.e hoúses. Such was tbls cityrs gror,rbh, tbert

in 1910 its bu1ld.:ing record. topped. that of aLL Canad.lan cÍtles.5 Brand.on

eüd. Saint Bouiface aLso sbarecL in the new prosperlty, although Porbage 1a

Prairie lagged. behind..

b. Gromiqg Eaonouic ancL sociaL ProbLeus Dernand Relief

fhis active cLi-nb in econoruic prosperity ancL poptrlation was

natched. by a serious flrrge ín eeonomlc and. soelal probS-ens.

fhe farner ancL the urban l¿,bor¡rer had. to establish new reLa,tÍon-

"ooo*.6 fhe forner no longer produced. for srrbsisteneeships r¡:ith the econo!ry. - fhe for:ner no longer p

but for a sur¡rlus. He had. become parb of a vorlcl econqr, facing nany

sltuations over whlch he ha.d. no controL - iJx partlcular, those of trans-

portation costs and. prices genera$r. ffhe hÍgh price of the former he

resented. ancL the compl-exities of the latter he faiJ.ed. to cor¡lrehend

and. therefore resenteð. If he cou].cl o\rercome the rnan-nade restrictfoas

over uarketÍngr the periJ-s of hai3., frost, drou.ght aad. grasshoppers

cor¡,Ld. rnipe out luis crop. flre fa,rrerrs nai.a concetsr was to earn a greater

proflt from his product.

In the cÍ.ty, the connection of the uorker, ua1e, feuale, and. ch1ld. -

É

'$innipeg Satr¡rday Post, June l+, 1910, p. 1.
6@ É-ônie hobLeos of the Pr.eÉrlq Provi.¡rces

(cana,¡uaä tr?ontÍers or seit :ffi
ðonpa,ny of Car¡ade, f,imÍf,sfl, 1935j, pp. 8-116.
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towarcl managenent hacL to be fittect Ínto an economlc. society vhich had.

Lost the fanillarity of the snall shop. Trad.e unions 'were of minor, yet

notrnting ìr$,orta¡xce in the province. llhefr activity tras irarperecL by

ilfllerous factors, the most ei$dficant belng non-recognition by eqrloyers.

And. J.jJre the fa:mers, they belleved. that they ¡vere not obtaining a fair

sha,re of na,tiona,l income.

Soeialþ, tr4anitoba vas in more of a turmoil.

llhe nain probler¡ that had. to be solved. iqas the position of the

recentþ anived. European i'¡mlgrant to that of the ðoninant Anglo-Saxon.

Both raees conflieted. in nan¡r fie1d.s, such as edr¡cation,and. Labour. A

solution to their prciblens, if there was one, lras eoupJ.icated. not on-iy

by race, but aLso by Ia,ngt¡age, religion and culture. These 'tr¡m{grants

from Continental Elrope hacL emigrated. from a totally d.ifferent environ-

ment a.nd. found. it d.ifficult to establish thenselves 1n the new lencl. fhe

period. of ad.justnent ¡¡as even, more hercul-ean in that thej.r institution¿l

stnrcbrre was not strong, they hacL fen J-eadlers dnrÍng the first feu'years,

and. the practice of settling on bLocs of their o¡rn racial group cut

theul off fron Anglo-Saxon leaclership.T

lhere r¡as J.ittl.e opportunity to bring the two races together.

Inte:saniage was infrequent; the con¡non neetíng ground. of occupation

rareþ existed.. Iûhen nany naintained. old. cor.¡¡Íry patterros - the Byzarrtine

style ehurches, ceremonles, holidays, enbroidered. clothing - the ì'*niggants

7' P.J. GÍffen, Adult Education in Belation to RuraL SociaL Stn¡eture:
A conparative, study ãr-Er-effi õoffi 1w-iffiãeTffiofiapEla"-
1939), pp. 115-LtB.



appeared. al¡nost barbarous to their AngJ-o-Saxon neÍgbborsr u¡accustomecL

eyes. Little understood., they becane the butt of znaq)r nrde ¡okes;8 the

vord. Ga11cian, the l¿bel erroneousþ applled. to those of Central and.

E\rropean stoek, becane s¡rnonomous vith drinkÍng brauls. Togetber r,ríth

the conteupt exhibited torøard.s thero, there was ofben an eLenent of fear.

I4a$y Anglo-Sanons vere ôeepþ conce:med. over the rapid. lnerease ia

GalÍclan nuùers. fheir eoncern vas welL found.ed., slnce:

Continenta3. Ímigration r¡as increasing on such a scale in
the prenar years, that, if the var hað not eone in 1p1l+, it is
saf,e to say that Ganade., by tÌ,re years 191? and 1918, woulcL
have been facecL with a preponclerating Continental i¡f}uc,lg

Ceneral-\r, these new {rrmigrants received. l.1ttJ.e aid. i-n solvi.ng

their ad.justnent to lvianitoba. $¡rirítr:øIþ, Protestant and. Catho3.ic

churches each sougbt to gain their souLs. IvÞ,terialJy possessing litt3-e,

1f argr, literacy and. fev skiJ-ls¡ they vorrnd. up on railroad. constnrctj-on

gan€s and the poorer land.s in the province. Rare ¡ras the j:rd.lvidr.¡e,I

or organi zartion j^n the comrnity calling for more joint responslbility

tor¡ard.s the state of tbe ì*igra¡lt.

There were other tremors w'ithin the social fraìbiLc. Fer,rer res-

traints fron parental anð fanlJy tÍes and. tha,t of a more esüablished.

cormunity, combined. T¡'ith the winter inftrur of l¡,bourers from raihrays

and. tÍmber crews 1¡1Xs lfinrripeg, ].ed. to an undue euErhasls upon clrìnl¡ing,

ganblÍ¡g a.nd. other sociaL vices. Ehis nonconfor^nist spirit tolrard.s

social mores and. lnstitutions r¡as fì¡rbher enT¡anced. by the presence of

6

B __.- il:inn:ipçg Satr¡rd"a,y E9Ê!, Maü 1ll, LgLAt p. 2.
g jlonÍzation of lfestqm Caæada (T,onèon:

p.s. rcins and Son tl-eiteár:Ð'36Ir- p.Fa1EãrT:foa@¡gford Sifton
in Rel¡,tion to His Tj-ues (Toronto: Tlre I'lacMi3Jan Cou¡rany of Canada, Linited.,
ÐSrlrTe-relruãr: Dafoe, . CLifford. SifËgn), p. JIB.



representatives from r'1aqy d.j.fferent cuAtr¡ral mil,ieus. Íhose irnrnigrants

who 'had. flecL restraining Ínfluenees at hone - econom:ic, politica.l and.

eurturaL - to ffnd. a fresh outlet for their belief, also were a

di-strrrbing faetor. In contrast to these three groupÊ ¡rere those rather

prrritan groups, usualþ'Anglo-saxon in origin, vho su¡4rortedl such move-

ments as prohfbition. Elrus, the problen of reeoncÍJ-ing nan¡r opposing

nod.es of social behavior arosêr

c¡ l{anitobg Politics Atteø¡¡ts to tuþet ry 
problens g{ the, Eat^

Èovincial politics had. to adapt ltself to the new cond.itj.ons.lO

The lncreasecl poprrì.atlons year by year J-eft the political partles

r¡ncertai.n r¡here their supporb nouLcL cone from. llris unstead¡i, si.tuatLon

forced. both parbies to compete for the j-m;igrant vote. ïn a day vhen

pai*y loyalties rrere j¡atense and. ereetoral victories won by a snall

nargi-n, the rrnnrgrant couLcl. play a decisÍve ro].e i.n political- a,ffairs

since he seLdom hað pa,:*y tfes.

Both Libera-ls and. Consers¡atives dlcl not hesltate to use alL the

resources at their comua¡xcL to attract supporbers, perhaps the most

lnfanous of which r¡as th¿t of J-iquor. Reverend. J.S. Ifooclsworth has

grapbicalþ portrayecL its use &rri.ng one caqraign:

ALL the foreigners in the lfest how about their responsibility
as voters r¡as that if they cast their ballots rrigbtt, it meant
a bottle of whlskey for the¡n. rn a recent erection Ín ffrnnipeg¡

1o E. scott Beid.r. t'fhe Saskatche¡ran Liberal ldachlne Before :L925",
CæPSI TT-, L936, pp. 27-40; J.J. Sent-ura, ttpolitlcal Cor:nrptiont,,

ffi 
socia-l sc*e+ces (ItÏew York: Tbe t'lacldilran coryaqÏ,



260 tegs.of beer vere d.elivered. to the forelgners on trvostreeti./It

fÏre party in porer be,tl a decfded. efue fn this contest to prorricle

the greatest nnþer of favor¡rsr b.y the vlrtue of its controL of the

general admin:istration and. pubJ.ic pr¡rse. lhe usr¡¿i. nrral înrmigrant

llvecL Ín a cListrict that requirecl laa4¡r 'lïaFrovenents anil a vote for tbe

oppositton woul-d. not assure a nen roacl or bridge. Then, ctrrring a periocl.

of cleavage betveea d.ifferent social institutions, tbe goverunent

coulcl wÍn favorrr lnltb religious or nationa]. groups by grantfng them

special privlleges, srrch as in respect to schooJ.so Nenspapers, pa,rtfes,

clubs, fl1'r'nk ancL noney Trere provid.ecl for their entertai¡ment.

ühile this camgaign for f,,þs inrn'rgrant was-èir_tyr po].itlcal
practices were just as rough Jn other aspects. poLltlcs ¿¡s¡ng the

pre'$rar periocl T¡ere¡ ttia its aore pritnitive ancl. organic ruanÍfestations

. ¡ oot a gaine nor a sport but a fora of civiL war, nlth onJy J.ethal

weapons barreê." 12 EVerxrthing possibJ.e nas emproyecL in tbÍs stnrggrei

nisre.presentatfon of opponents, the outrigbt Brrrchase of votes anê

the firLl use of tbe goner"nment apparatus to prace as ma?tJ' obstacres as

possibJ-e 1n tbe oppositlonts ra¡r. By aetuar corrnt ia the lplo pro-

vinciq"l electlon, onJ¡r seven ca¡dLLdates'out of aearþ 90 vere not calle¿

11ars, booèlers, or crooks, by theÍr opponents.l3

A vhiff of parb¡r feelings can be seen in the pa.rty nelrspapers

I

il C"r*" Sbanclard., l&rch 242 l-;gl}, p. h.rzfffir.@ sirbon, i. tlz.'
i-fl Tribune, üÍy 9, 1910, p. L.



9

of the perJ-od. There sere t ree aail-ies¡lh the tÍinnlpeg leLegren vas

the subsid.lzecL press of the Consenrative government; the lihnitoba tr?ee

Fess was the organ of the opposition Libera.Ls; ancl. the 1{Ínnipeg Trfbr¡ne

rras an ind.epeadent that gradualJy morred. closer to the proviacial Liberals

fn the perlod. betr,reen the 1p10 and. rprh. electÍons.l5 Backing these

claj-Lles lrere a host of ¡rrra3. weehLies, napy of lrhich were írflueneecl by

gwernnent prlnting contracts to follow the coaser¡rative 1ine.16 A

noted. occaslon r¡hen a paper tu¡roed. lts political. allegiance oca4rrecl ia
1910r1ùen the Brandon Ti-mes, whfch had. hitherto e¡rbolIecl the vírtues of
the Oonsen¡ative party, cøpreteþ reversed.. its suppora ten,,clays prÍor to
the e1ecti.".17

rh-' Circul,atlon figures for I9L5. [he ]bnitoba Fbee.¡¡ess a totalg TgrT?7, witb SprolL iã urben winn¡ieg an¿ $ inãã õñ-r"y.
fhe. Eibune bad. 241503 j-o winnipeg and. 619oo outsicle for a total of
!11159" See the Rrblishersr Seui-Annrm3. Statene¡rt of CircuLatiog, Annua-l
qgÉsion or4sglg @figures va.TT¡, sirnce 3-arge nunbers were given alra¡r outrÍght or ¿6ãffiôr
Í:r proæotion¿I gcheües. A rough approx.îmation obtained. by the author :,

from the cÍrcr¡ld,tion departnents of the llÍ¡niBeg Free press ancL Winnlpee
Trlbirne woutct n{ace itJtotat about tSrm'Jffirõõõ; -Ffeu"*1ffiãan
Telegran gave i.ts clrculatlon as 32.OOO in 191O a¡rdt 12^OOO more lrv 1olq^

fhe basis for thÍs chnnge was the fai}¡re of the

Teleeran gave Í.ts clrculatlon as 3arooo ia lpIo ancr. J-2r000 more by 1p1!"
Telegra,S,, ,July 11, 1910, p. l+i fbig., August 3, l9t| , p. t+"

^ _l5l B.L. lRtchard'Èon, the prrtfisner, ran as a straight Liberal in UûsgÊrin 1ö16. Ee laüer broke with tbe pa,rby and. ran as an independ.ent in l90O;in a sÍrnilar lntiepend.ent caø¡raignr-he l¡as d.efeatecL in 19oh; fou,r years- laler
he net d.efeat id Assiniboia, Saãratehewan 3 LjL3 saw füeTrardson n¡n as an
fndependent vlt{ Liberal support in a by-election Ín Ì¡Iaedona1d.. In I9IJ
99 "?" eleeted. qs a Unionist in S¡rrìngfiel-cL. A.fber selling bis paper to
the Southan che,{n ín L9æ, he soon passed, âT{E¡ro

16/ Noman E. tÍ.rigþt, Iq yþq of the furbLe niil. (DeJ-oraine¡
De].orai.ne Ti^nes ln$risning Cü Ð'5ill-pî-rrf5rîeasón of poJ-itics
there are abotlt ltv:ice as mînJ¡ aeiüspaBers being published. Ín 1Þnitoba as
+ì^^-^ !a ^ J^^^.j¿ ar--r--- â^- llthere Ís a dLecerit J.lving for ...

L6/

ff/ fri¡rfre, July g, tgJ:O, p. 4i Telegra,m, Juj¡r 8, pt\T 1OO.
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: l€alslature than ln th last,
prcdloted that Solktfk would ¡

I tlon, MÌ. Amstrongi Eald that lN
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:onserrative palÉy to ftunlsh it rritb sufffcient uoney. Tbroughout nost

f the paxÉy press of the ti"rae, pol-itÍcal aews rüas al¡ost always cListorteiL

rrt of real. ¡neaning to galn favour. f\ro otber veekJy jorrrnal-s of tbe clay

ere the þ!g, representative of tracle r¡nion oplqion, and. the Grain

,roçrerst Guide, an organ of the orgenÍzedL f"rme"u.I8

ltbiJ-e ldanitoba åtteupted. to grappLe ¡nith her Lnternal prciblens,

t¡rther &i.fficr¡lties arose out of icleas ¡rbich cane from abroad, vÍnning a

erbain ðegree of infllence anong nany AngLo-Saxon residlents. flhe

enets of Teðtly Soosenelt, $il.lian Jenniags Bryanr Iø Fol-lette ancl

,'oodror¡ ïlÍJ-son, ealling for a greater role for the connon people in govern-

,ent and. restrictÍng the pover of corporate Í^ndustry, rrere very attrac-

,lve. I"on &gl€nd came fì¡rther stimr¡l¡,tì'ng e;.a¡rp3-es to locaL soci.al.

'efo¡mers in tbe rlsing Labour Pa":Éy, the fLourishing co-operative

pvenent and. the LLoyc[ George budgets. fhese ltLeas fot¡ncL a ferti].e soíI

n the lüest ancl. vere to provid.e a background. for l-oca-l movements.

llre straÍns pLa,ceô upon the prorrincial gorernment vere aLuost

¡onr¡mentaL. Not onJy d1d lt have to deaL vith the assì?ililation of the

nrnÍgraiat and. the acceptance of new sociaL nodes of bebavlour, but its
'ery forrncle,tion had. to be reelracirred. as the prorlnceqrolved. from a

l'¡m¡'Ie agrlcrrltural comuicity to a couplex oae of the t¡rentieth eenturXr.

'ields that håd. Long dmlna,'bed. the provlncial bufuet, þke echrcation ancl

1B Ci"crr]..tion figures. Illre Grain Growers,r Qrltle in 19L3 bad. 61803
n¡bEcribers in ¡dâaÍto¡a an¿ e6roõõoEËG ffi Guldle, ¡anua¡ry
.5t L9L3, p. 3. lbe VoÍce b,acl about 21000; figures obtalned.ffi A.t¡.
luttee, ed.Ítor of same.
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Ieneral adrninistration, tiere ta¡ceÈ by the inf1t¡c of new settlers. fhen

;here were those others thst a moderrr eororrnity denanclecl - pubJ.ic health

Lnspection, roacts, poÌrêrr Agriculture, as the provÍncers lead.ing indlustry,

Iad' to have a consiclerable d.egree of attention throrrgh neecL control

leasures, agrieulturaS- education, et cetera. fn a seml-frontier province

¡ar11r lookecL to tbe LocaL gøremment to furnish those senrices, m¿eh e,s

;he telephone, that the com¡nity d.esÍ,:recl at a quicker rate than private

mterprise cor¡lcl profÍtabJ.ry provideo Each increase in se:rrice reguired.

udd.Ítional capftal-, forcÍng the prorrlncial government to enter new fietd.s

¡f taxation. Another aspect lras the ôonfnaot pJ-a,ce of the feclera]. gsvern-

tent in proviôlng monies, tbe prorrinciaL govemment continrraL\r goÍng to
Ittalra to obtaln better treatment, in parülcular, a higber subsidly ancL

rontroL of publie l¿nd.s to help defray the hea.ly capital erqrendltrrres.

.. fhe Record. of the Consenrative Gsvetînnent

fÎre coaservatlve adminlstration that svept into poner ia 1899

ver LiberaL prernJer, flronas Greenwa¡r, on a progra¡nme of econo4r in
'inances, tenperance reforo. and. provineÍal- rights, he,cr. to face nany of

hese probLens.l9 flhe group be]-cl offj.ce tbrough four zueeessive elections

gO3, lLgOTt ]lgl}t 1911+ - and. llas cleeisive in the feileral victories in the

rorrlnce i:¡' 1908 and. 1p11. [lrei.r stay fa office for fifbeen years Has

he longest for aJ$r goverÌment clurlng the first fifty years of l,4anitobass

olltlcal h:istory. A strong measure of its success r.¡as di¡,e to the

19 s"u Append.ix A.
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f¡fluence of lte lea,rler ancl Lleutenant, whose personalities often countecl

for ouch tn a day rrhen the parfy follower ofüen lclentifteel bLnself vtth

the leader. Prcnf.er Bodluondl Palen RobLln wa6 a po¡rerfuJ- platfom 6pea&eri

tbe ebrentl polltical generatsbip of Robert Bogers, the m1¡rleter of pub1ic

rrorke, was svèr aLérrb.ì'to po¡nrJ-ar lssues of the day.

llhe t:nre test of their a,clroLtness is re\reaLecl in thelr abtLtty to

gaf.n ConservaÈive supBort frm the buLk of bstb nltra-proteetant Orangenen

ancl the t?eacb Rman Catbo].ies. Various favo¡rs strengthened. the 1oya1ty

of both'grotrps. Eclucatisn¿l favours gfantedL tbe Eevera*L na,tional minorltiee,

nan¡r of çhon nere Cathol"f.ce, attractecL thefr ail.egiance.æ The succese

of such a poJ.lcy wae 1n a Serge pa,rt tbe cau6e for those Él.lEtrlcts -

foJ-lorring a rough tl¡e of settLement of Central ancl Eastern f.nrd.granto

concentrateð i-n a û&rroÌil creEcent sbEI¡e f?m Vita to near Éthelbeztã -

retrrrning Consenrative mcmbers. ¡h$y Anglo-Saxons retaiaecL a cteeB at-

tacheat to ttre Olct Csr¡¡¡tÌT aJÊð tbe Pre¡nler contÍnualdy a¡rpealecl to tbeu.

in a flavo¡r nrch renlaiscent of thoàe of John A. l4acrtonaLctr In this

regarcl, Roblfirts passage of an act reqnfring erl prorrincial schosle to fJy

the thlon Jeck, wae etrongJ¡r flacvorrrecl rrith euotlon¿I a¡rpeal: lfho w"ltb a

strngl.e rlrop of Brttlsh b].oocl ln hls veias does nort honor anél lor¡e the o].cl

tJu4."æ cþcLarecl. the Prenier..

ûf fr¡¡cla¡nent¿1 I'a¡tortanse ç86 the deeper Cøsewative character of,

Ð S"u Carm¡n Stanclarcl, Auguet LL, 1910, Þ. l*, reporb on the Fþench
¿ttlturÉl¡e to coffi o¡ schooli, repirnteð- rro¡r Les Cloahes cte

saintBoaLf,ace. - ]- 
--

:- ã/T.-gngl.rnù, OoLonizatlon of l{estern ca¡aqL, p. 203.
Adl !g4rx:F, or t - 

Prtnter Ünhom,
L9o7|, rgbo:666 p. fi
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Ivtranitoba when eontrasted. w1th the two other nestern provÍnces. fhis can

be partia-LJy erçlai.necL by the provineets more settled. ctraracter -
polttfcalJy, soeia3.]¡r, eeononi-calþ. The Loea]. and. fed.eral- Conse¡¡ratÍve

partles had. strong progressive record.s. John A. lvlacdona,ld.ts na¡ne is
linkecl ¡rÍth the d.evelotrNeent of trfestern Canada, and. every fed.eraL eJ.ection,

save two, saÌt a najority of Conser¡¡ative M¡P. rs go to Obtawa.23 A strong

group witbin the eo¡¡rrnrn:Íty, stronger than thefr anrmbers ¡rarranted., v€rs

the Ortarío Ïrish wltb Íts Local Orenge association. flhese people rrere

lntenseþ consenratÍve. polÍtiear priacipJ.es moveê very few, and with
such a strong backbone of sutrrport, the government of premier Rob1in r¡as

1n a powerful position.

fhe doctrlne of laissez-fai$ could. never be a popular one Ín the

west ancL the lvlanitoba adm'inistration by necessity 1f not eour¡iotfoo, for¡ntl

itself enterlng nany fielcls to alcl Local resiôents, in particuJ.ar, the

grair grolrêrso railruays pJ-ayed. a cloruinant role in the open{ng up of
Î,Íanitoba to further settreuent and. erçansion. trþom al] parts of the

province came d.enancls f-or'- more feeder lj-nes to facilitate cle3.ivery. flre

Îoblin gorrenrment attaÍ-necl a¡r outsta¡rùj.ng suecess j¡, this fieJ-d., Jargely

by the liberal eøp3-o¡rnenf of provincia-l guarentees for raÍlroad. securities.

tÏncler thls scherrc, the Canacli-an Nortbenr Railway constnrcted. over LrAOO

ni'Les of track withln provincial bor¡¡daries. Ttrese guaranteeÊ were grantecl

23 Results:
1; r8/+ - (c) e, (l)
rB8? - (c) 4, (i,) r;
taw GuLd.e, 1p14, p,

Conse:¡¡atlves
2; rB?B - (c)
].3g6 - (c) ¡+,

268.

(c), r,*erars (L); .L}Ta - (c) 3, (r)
3r.(I,) 1; rB82 - (c) 2, (r.) 3;(r) a; tgoo - (c) S, (i,) a. darrianen-



15

on conclltion that the C*N.Rr Têdrlce lts freight rates, a deed..that

coryeJJed tbe Cane,¿Lian PacifÍc Raill,ra¡r to follov suit. fhe erthuslastic

optirn{ sn of the tfnes srrept away most cloubts as to a¡y clreaclecl. pos-

sibitÍty of the gover^rnent being foreed. to pay such a burden. To the

l4anitobans, the Coasern¡ative p3-an r¡as mrch nore attractive than tha,t of

tbe Late Þemier¡ Tlrornas Greemra¡r, ví2., to pay a clirect casþ subsisr

of $fr75O per ntJ.e of trackage l¿iet.

Íhe pr,lrchase of the BeLl TeJ.ephone grsten Ín.1907 t:heraLdLed.

tbe entrance of tbe coaserrrative, admìnistratlon i^nto J.arge-seale

governnent o,rnership. A virtr.ra.l monopoJ¡r rras estabJ-isbed., onJy a süall

nruiber of lscar ulnicipa^lities contÍnued. to operate their om pJ-ants

while sharing tbe provtrncets long d.lstance lines., lfhe expanslon of

the BeIl Coupamy in n¡ral ùistrj.ets had. not satisfiecL local resfclents,

aåÄy desiring a gorrertunent operated. schene, offering ser¡¡ice at cost..

DurÍng the ¡rears of gorerment operatisn from 1p0l to 1910, o\rer

9rO00 subsaribers were aèded to the systemr, ritb near3¡¡ a third. of these

in nrral a,reas.

Less spectacular, 6otr Xnngibls ¡ernlnd.ers of the provincial

governmentrs work, ¡rer.e those pubS-lc sórts carried. out aIL or¡,er the

province. flhey ranged. from pure].y routÍne ex¡rend.ltures to those ac-

cepti¡rg protrtaclal responsibillty for soeia.L coatrol. Builùiag con-

stnrction was extensive, inelud.ing, land. tltles offices, the ldanltoba

Agrieultrrral CoLIege, normal scbooL, Inélustrial Tra:ini-ng School, and.

ad.cLiti.ons to the hospital for the insane and. the Dea,f and. Dunb . I:ostÍtute.

fbere was a growing neecL for higber technical efficiency 1n an
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age T¡rtth the tempo of a second. inclustrÍal revolution., tr?om neny

quarbers ca;¡tre a deuand. for a more practieal slant in eclucatÍ.on to help

meet the need.. fhe lÞ,ni.toba .ågricultural CoLLege not onJ¡r selentifica.lly
trainecL fa^:n¡ers on its carrpus, but al.so offered. housebold. scieace

zubJects ancl. eo-operated. with the Deparüment of Agriculture in holdlng

ag¡lculturaJ- exbension courses about the province. A eomission to
exacine technical eclucatlon hacl been set up and. soon lglnnipeg could.

boast of tr,ro tecbnicar schools, IGlvin Tecbnica.L Higb schoor and. st.
Jobors TechnicaL Eigh School.

Þouincfal eqpendÍtures reveal tbe large erçansion of gorernment

dtrties. rn 1p00, they anounted. to $905133r.06; urithin ten years, they

had nounted. nearþ for¡rfold. ,to 83ß;f6r}gz.i¡o. fhis rapid.,rise was

natchetL by an increasing ci.epenclence upon new field.s to taNation, such

as on corporations. AlL increasecl sewi.ces were ach:Íeved. v"ithout a^qr

resort to ôirect ta:<ati.on, a power nithj.n provÍneial jrrrisd.iction

heretofsre'avoiclecL as bad. potÍtics. tÍhÍre the goverunent could. be

praised. for its end.eavours, the extensive capita-L erqrend.ltures were a

serious liab1IÍty upon tbe futrrre of the prwi:ace. The Consenrative

govemnent was fortr¡:rate, it had. attained. offiee dürlng the couneneenent

of a worLd.-rriðe boom. a¡r economÍc ôip, however, wouJ-d. provicle a d.if-

ferent situation, pa,rticularly as the provincers La¡rd.s vere so1cL. By

L9L3t so hearðr were lfa,aitobars liabirities, tbat tbey exceecled. those

of neighbouring ontari.o, a prorrince ruch larger in population.

I'Ihatever the financial situation raight he;ue been, the.government

entered. new fields during the lplo legislative session, To aid. the
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fa,rmer carrr his prodluce to narket, $5oorooo was appropriatecl for the

cLevelopnent of nrraL road.s. ProvÍsf.on nas nacle f,or the erection of a
prrbLic abbatoir to stj.u¡-late the nascent livestock ind¿stry. A rrork-

menrs compeasation act Ìras passed. for the benefit of the growing urban

Labourer. The outstand.ing biLL of the session ças tbe passage of

enabling legislation providing for a s¡rsten of gwernnent lÍne elevators.

0n the surface, the strength of the Consenrative party r,ras qud.te

impressive. Electíon victories in 1903 and. 1p0f reveaLed. the aggroral

of the electorate and. lts forgiveness for the failr¡re of the gorrernment

to enact a nu¡rber of planks fn its ]:3gg platfonn. But arl was not

rlght. Trlhile legislation had. been passed. placing the gorer-nment Ín new

fieJ-d.sr. the elevators and. the telephones rrere stirl too new to have

been testeê" ftre government had. yet to meet the test of hard. econonì.c

ti¡nes.

' rhe loose coau-tion that supporbecL the government courd. easiþ

split on the ex¡rlosive school issue. ftle keruier mai¡atained. both by

fo]-lor,r-ing a status g coilrse on the Latter. l.4ore .ang1o-saxons,

however, were becoming irrterested. 1n'the questÍon.of racíal ¿ss.tmrf¿t,iea,

and. saw that the schooLs nere the med.itm for such a courser parbicularJy

nas this tbe case anong those of the lvlethod.lst and. Presbyterlan aflfili-
atlon, and. to a lesser degree, congregationalists and. BaptÍ.sts.. .fheir

voice coulcL not be d.iscor¡¡ted. since they cou¡rassed. over 1B)rO0O of the

provincets populatiou wÍth an irfluence ru.rch greater than thelr n¡nerical

strengtb. Ìroì¡1ô warrant on a strict percentage basis.2h It iuas fron tbis

oL-' Presbyberi.ans, LOJ.6?!,3 nÞthod.ists, 651897; CongregationalÍsts,
21997 ; Baptists, J-3Ð92"
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group as weLL that ca,ne the najority of supporbers for the protest groups

on teu¡rerance, wona;n suffrage, tlireet J-egislation, singre tax and.

reciprocity. A parbÍa]. explanatisn for thei.r Ínterest l^aðr ia the fact
tbat many cane from the more settLed. par"bs of the province and. ha,cL more

tine to take an interest in pubJ-ic i.ssues. Il&ny of tbe proposals

tbey nacüe, crossed. party ].ines, As these groups grev in streagth,

rt'emier Robl-in worrld. have a d.ifflcult tÍne atteuptÍng to appease then

and. their crfticis¡¡s.

As the 1p10 election approached., the Þenter coulÉL afforcL to

ignore these groupsr Ehe suffra€e no\reütent for¡nd. itselfl v:ithout any

st'rong central guid:ing bocl¡Ir and. the wonen of the province cou1d. uot

vote agaÍ:rst the Conserratives. lhe ÍLLs i;hat the sr'ng3.e tarcers hoped. to

cure lrere buried. Ín the boom period. DÍrect Legislatlon had. not gainecl

wid.espread. support. lthe trades rrnLons ancl farnerst organizations had.

stiJ-l relativeJ¡r fel¡ mernbsss. Teqlerance vas a perennÍal questÍon, but

its forces coulcL not agree on wbat frrrbher measures lûere necessay,

e. gg Provirxcial Liberal party in DÍfflcr¡-lties

the Oonsenratlve government was alr the more secure since it
faced. a veak Liberal opposi.tion. fhe latter had. LittLe electoral appeal-.

The parby J-eadersh:ip was quite rrnsteady ancL witbin a decade, there bad.

been forrr leaciers chosen. Toc. Norris25 r¡u,s the l¡mrcd.iate one, vhile

-?5 T.c.I{orri.s represented. r.ansdowre constituency. He ¡ras
eleeted. to the House in rB96, r12g-r Lgol, Lg]:O, Lgt5t ]:gæ, Lg22, LgzT.H-tç;gpiy clefeat was suffered. in 1903.- ú.c.-ivoí=is ].ed. the cabinet from¡4ay L2, 19L5 to August B, f:gZZ.



Eilnard.
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3rowr, a forurer one, althorrgh lreak at the po]].s, sti]-l retained.

an

several

and.

factions because of the lnsurgency of R.L. RichercLson, eclitor

Sifton,

voice Ín parby corinseL. The Liberals were spLit into

Arnong

the one-ti:ne po].ltic¿L me.nager for l{anitoba, from active poritics.

r of the tlinni.peg Tribune, and. the vÍthclra¡ral of ClÍfford.

for its

of the Liberal admin:istration:of lhonas Greemra¡r - one noted.

rough and. tuúile tactics.

voters, the parby vas vie¡sed. askance beeause of the

najor handicap of the Liberals vas its apparent close at-

to the federal gove:mment of sir Ï{i}f:rid. r¿urier,. ïhe federal

were none too popuJ-ar lrith tbe na,jority of l,hnitobans, as the

results reveaL. Ieny parby stalrarts were g*ite cLisappointed.

abnrpt cbange of the fed.eraL parby after its election in 1896.

President R.C. Henders of the l¡lanitoba Grain Growers, couLd. rrncLerstand.

ttre higb tarÍff vievs or tne consen¡atlves, br¿t the "course of the orcL

Libera-t (earty) 1s inerip]-ieab]-e.t' It bas inðeed. beeome unch s'tr¡ìl¡u,

to the fed.eral Consenratives. fhere had. been no extensive d.owor¡arcl

revisÍon of the tariff and. littLe had. been done on the Hud.son Bay

Rallway. A nr¡mber of scandals haiL also J-efb the group w'ith a ba,cL repu-

tation. Obtawa had. pa^rüicuJ.arþ antagonized. l4anitobaas by its refusal

to grant wha,t nany loca1 citizens labe]-led. eqqelity w.ith the other

prorlnces. Not onJy had. LaurÍer reft¡sed. to exbend. the provineial boundaries,

thereby keeping lhnltoba a postage starp province, but be aLso had.

refusecl to íncrease her subsi{y and. to retr¡rn the provincers natural



resources a¡rd. school LanriLs to her exclusive contrs1.26 Ï,t was a]-leged.

that le.t¡¡cier, a Catholic, d.id not wish to exÈencL the bor¡nderies, as the

schooL issue voulcL be aroused. agaÍ.n dr.re to the separate schools in the

aorthern territori.".2T Premier RoblÍn cou1d. pose as the defencler of
}fanitobars interests ancL corrld. continual.Jy snipe at the Liberals for
not being fair to the province. horrineial Liberals trÍed. to escapê

parb of the public oclir¡m in co-operatfng w.ith the consenratfves in
chastising the fecLeral group fon not aicling lvta¡rÍtoba. ¿¡ rmFor.bant part

of Consenrative stratery lüas to p3.ay up the close connection betwee¡

the locaL and. federal Llberals, r.uderlined. by the prominent nr.mber on the

fed.eral pa¡rroll, such as T.c. NomÍs, a Do¡iulon lend.s auctioneer,

George lfalton, the sa,me, the doctors J.IÍ. .Ar.:nstrong a,nd. R,s. f,lro:lnton,

Doruinion doetors, and. J.B..Baird., a Domfnion postnaster.æ .ïn this
stratery, Bremier Rob1in continuecL a L{anitoba trad.itlon of hostility
to the fecleral gorrenrmento

tlhe Libera].ts main failing was Íts ].ack of a.; coostfllctive appeal.

one exan¡lle is the review trnrblished. in the neniloba tr?ee press on the

parbyrs 'higa¡¡ satisfactory results" of the lplo legisratrue.æ The

æ

26 c.c. Lingard., rerritorial gqvqrnnent in canacra (Toronto¡
Untversity of Toronto erÐfÞIrã)l pp,--Iil ffieffitòb. *u,"
created. a provlnce, she r¿as cleuied. the control of the public èouain vithin
her bor¡¡d;arles. flre forrr origiral- mendbers of the oontnion - euebec,Ontari.o, Nova scotia, New Bn¡n*rlck - retained. control_ of the crorrn
La.ads.

71/, go:-a.r_ p. 201; Daf,oe, clifford. Sifbon, p. 2BO.
28/,@! of the Robi-in @rÞrh (w:innipeg:

Rrbtisher tmr-rliE[, l;17r1p/ wp, AprÍl p| lgwl ErT Lù4.
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fo]-lou'ing $ere enumerated. as maj91. accoryJ-ishments: . a denancL to ín-,

vestigate an alleged. scancta-l Ínvolvlng the prenier; the discorery of

tbe ttsystematÍc pÏ:ncùering of the public accounts't; a procla¡nation

that the Agricultural CoLLege e4rJ.oyees vere usecL as electioneering

agents; the cLisclosure tbat the telephone ðepartment revenues were

subsiclizing the provriaciar bufuet and. the urging that the prwincial
goveirament accept the territory offered by the DoninÍon government.

There ¡ras littLe csnstructÍve 1n the J-ist, inùeed. the najorfty revolve

about various seand,als. These charges were rather 'ïmFotent against

an adminfstration that appearecL to be doing a srrccessflrl job.

Ìlhen t'the flLover of Manitoba LiberalÍsm't met in their lptO

' stiLl haat littL l-ectorate.3O Tlre toneeonventÍon, they stiLl haaL 1ittLe to offer the e

of the meetlng was set by Ecllvard Bror,rn, nb.o denanded that I'the people

shouLd. ltúe. " kofessor lf.F. Osbome sounded. another thene - the need.

ttfor a higber standard. of public norality Ín the province of Manitobart.

Ehe clepred.atÍons of the Conservative goverrunent vere &re1t upon and.

cerbain reureclies proposed.¡ re'uode]-lÍng the erectlon le,v; pJ-aeing the

telepbones uncler en Índepenclent coroission; the rernova-l of jud.ges

from polities. A number of Liberar pl.anks like the establlsbneot

of a prorineial unlversity, the renocl.elling of the prrbJ-ic l¿nd.s policy,

the creation of a .separate portfolÍo for u6ri"orto" and. a more

equitable ùtstribution of taxation to the mrnlcipatities, baê Little
popuJ.ar appeal. fhe party capped. their list of: pronises, by pl.edging

30 ¡mp, April 1910, HV 135. See Append.ix B.
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themselves to reduce provlncial eqrenùittrres ly $æorO00 a year., alühough

increasing ser$iees and. omittfng a$y concrebecono¡nics. Of:1¿ore sig-

nfflca.nce, r¡ere the incluslsn of several planks, the use sf Direct

Legislation, the extension of restrlctive liquor legislation ancL the

introdtrction of con¡u1sorl¡ educatlon, tbat were to ngrrnt 1n l?E¡orta,nce

1n the nerb half clecade after 1910.

f. tlre 1910 kovíncÍal Eleetion

lüb,ile onþ three years had passed. since the Last general

election, the Conse:¡rative gotrer"nment annor¡nced. a snap election in 1pI0

on three issuesr to test the popularity of the aduinistratJ.on; to
have a verclict on the bouncia,rry issue; ancl to have the views of tbe

electorate on tÏ¡e elevator guestion.3l ït is uore probabJ-e that the

contest vas caLlecL to win l-meclLate poJ.iticaJ- advantage o¡ the 1atter
question. Tbe borrnda^rry issue TÍas a repeated. election Íszue that

belped' d':istraet electors from some of the admÍnistrationrs shorbconings

by arou.sing their angêr agalnst the fed.eral. golrerrrment.,

lhere were interest.'.g inctclents ù4"ing the ,rorrgh ca¡Faign.

The Liberals attemptecl. to appea;r as tbe parby of purity by hurling

charges of Oonserratfve sca¡rda,rs and. exbravagences golng back as far
as 3.p02. flre government, in its turn, contlnualþ re-enpbasized. its
fiae record.. fhe Conse¡¡¡atives virrbuaS.Jy ignored. the ï.iberal progranîrne.

On three issues aLone r,ras there an¡r interestl on teïqFerance, the

31 ry.-wtto.ru, Birble, J.r¡ne 29¿ I91o, p. L
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virbues of the existing systen of rocar- option were exbo]-lecl; Ðirect
r,egisl-ation Tras denor¡ncecL as a facl.; ancl. it was stressedL that aüy
tauperfng r'rlth cou¡ulsory eèucatlon would. raise the o].cL guestÍon of tbe
Ivfanitoba schools act - the latter stancl. being ead.orsed. by the Ínclependent
lfinnipeg Tribune.3ä one r.iberal tactlc arùsed. sone notlce. that party
coryleteþ alignecl' itself w"lth the l¡ianitoba Grain Growersr Associatfon
in lts controversy over the adn:i¡uistration of the proposed. erevator
systen raith the gorrernment' Tlle r,ibera].s received. few accoLades for
thelr palns. rn brief they were tor-Ër. to keep the elevator question
out of poritics. The large n¡¡rber of petltions reqr¡esting the govern_
ment to provld.e erer¡ators ind.icateir. the support given by na,ry fanmers
toward. the Consenrative governuent.

As election da¡r approached. on June J.1, more and. more rss¡imrnaf,isas
vere frrrng about on charges of graft, d.isenflanchise*ent of parby f,ol_
].0r'rers, stuffÍng of voters r J.Ísts rrrith bogus names,, the em{,l0træent of
detectÍves a¡rd. the use e¡ ¡n$¡or-ted. crooks. cond.itions were so crud.e
that the wfnnipeg tbÍbune la¡nented. the fact that there was so little to
choose between botb partles and. th.at those da¡rs vhen prineiples cou.ateci.

were now goou.33

The ereetion results gave both parties the sa,me nr¡¡iber of seats
as they had. Breviousry' held. in the regis3.atr*e, though a few shanged.

32 ribr*, July 9, L9Le,
33/ l¡i¿., JutJ 8, tglor-

p. h.
p. L.
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"hharréls.J- wÍth so f-ittle that r¡as appeal.ing to offer the electorate,

the Liberal par-by clid. uell ia 
ïenaglng to retain thirteen seats in a

house of forby-one. I^Iith srigÏ¡tþ over !4/ of, the totar vote, they

t¡ere somerrhat unðerrepresenteclq fÏ¡e bulk of Liberal zupport cane from

trÍinnipeg anô southwestern l{anltoba. Socialist ancl Inctependent cand.i-

de,tes al-L trailed. the fie].d. Tlh1].e the Gorrertment nade a strong shotl:ing

in most parts of l,4anitoba, the 3þench d.ist¡licts and. the northern seats

gave them thelr greatest supporb.

fhere were few sr:rprises recorded.o Ia Centre lÍinnipeg, F.J.

DÍxon, the tibera-l-I¿bour ca¡rd.:idate, ïas narro,rJy defeated. by l.ess than

100 votes.¡ Ed.. Bror,rn, the forrner Liberal J.eader, faiJ.ed. to gain the

Winnlpeg South seat. S, Ëart Greents election i.tr ffinnlpeg llorth

signalled. the first Hebresr to sit in the l&nitoba Legislatrrre. R.A.

Bonnar, J.ong proninent in the organized. fa¡merst morrenent, suffered. a

stunniog defeat - placing last in bis f,ielcl., flhe gove:roneat najority

of fifteen, rras increased. by one in p12 u:ith the creation of the nerr

constituency of Le Pas, a result of the bounde^rry exbensíon of that sane

yea.f.

fhe eLectoral results acleqrrateJ¡r sr.nmnarlzed. by one rural paper3

Lessons of the eJ.eetlon are that the people wlLL supporb a
government that is aggressive and. progresslve despite that in
sone instances it nay waste prblic moneyi that a negative policy

25

ahJ* flre total vote wa,s 7512* d.istrlbuted as foJ-lows: Con-
se:r¡atlves, JErIlr6; Liberals, JJ.Q)2; Independents, 838; Soclalists
and. I¿,bour, 3tL76. F.J. Dixon is ineluded. ln the l¿tter colunn. If
bls total is added. to that of the tibéral.s, the latterts percentage
vourd. rlse to lr-7 per cent. Far-rlanenta¡lr crui¿e, LgLì+, pp, l¡.Tl+-l+?6.
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cloes not a$¡eal. encl. th¿t rnrdl. sltn€¡ng reaets la farrcur of, tbeBartY '¡P.l igaed,./JJ

Íhe rblbr¡ne hea,cLlfaett the reeutta oPeople of l&¡itoba Befi¡ee to ftr¡port
l'fe¡r cloeelðt rdedrf,lecl, rrlth tue outawa adnir¡ielration. n36 r,aberreê the
prophets of Gloø aad. Doon w the Osaeernatfvea, the Elberar ¡nrty bad.

little appeal .urrng tbis boon perr.ocl. Íloo meh enphasr.s, howe'er,
shor¡Lê aot be pta.eetl upon the Consernrative euplo¡¡reeat of cnrcl¡e po].ltleaJ.
uethodo to gaia office. 0f nore tupor-bance wes thefr ablrity ùo be
skllJfì¡-L 0¡portuntets, eefzfng or tezues ae tbey became poptrJ.ar. Ehls
cba¡¡ereou - ltke grality gaÍaecL su¡porb for the forles f,ron not onr¡r
thoee tnre Ooasenratives - the rbeneh anct orangemen, but ereo f,ron
the rdlependeats rho sa¡r rittLe ¡rlthrn the tlberal Barty of the cray.

f. Conclualon

ÎItthfn fotlr yearÊ, ns,ÉJr of these ladtrepeactente had. tr¡ruect ou the
tr¡ctl¡iueit adml'nistration. [|he rplo e].ectlon ¡na¡kedl. the hrgb tlde of tbe
consernrativets fortunes¡ lffthln a sho¡t perf.ocr,, one tbat corneicteet

rtth the sl¿ekentng Ênay of, the boø eeonoq¡, a nuriber of ie'uee beca¡ne

r)sraosqnt, whleh the proninelal. gorrcrweat provecL lncæ¡rctent or
unriuing to soilve. rf, these fszucs bad. aot becoue eo tu¡rorts¡¡t in
lhnftoba, ft is cÙoubtfrrr 1f, thê conee¡¡ratfve ar.rr¡inietratl.o¿ rrorrld, h¿ve

been û¡rnedl out in L9l-5. The cøiblned, r¡ee of provfnclal patrouage,

as ¡reLL aE fecl¡erer spofre a,füer lgrlr ïrorrld. have na,cle its pooition
preetf'calJy lrpregnable. fhe political. etory of the forr years fo3-1onine

1] re, Birtlg, Juty te, 1910, p. 5.3ol lblbuae, JulJ tp, l9l0, p. J..



p10 1s that of an opportunlstic Liberal party, more realtstic than

prevlous\y, selzing the protest movenents for its onn, and. in so d.oÍng,

becouing a more positive political force.

27
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CHAPTER TT

gTET@{TS OF TIIE MANTTOBA REFORM ÛXSTEMENT

Several issues - wonarrs suffrage, tem¡lerance, d.irect J.egislation,

coryulsorXr education and. biliugual. teaching, the singi-e tax - cleroand.ed.

some solution Ín the early two d.ecades of the twentietÏr centurXr. A

fev gained. a wid.e measure of popuJ-ar suppor.b, otber caïses could. onJy

claÍ:n a small nr,¡¡nber of adherents. ffiril.e the progressive influences

from the United. Klngdon and. the United. States influenced. each ideal to

va:qring degrees, the political, economic ancl social cond.itÍons in

ii{anitoba were most inffuential. In a few instances, there were certain

I¡Ianitobans who supported. nl] 9f these movements, but more cotmon to aLL

was their drift into the anti-Robrin canp. rt was thÍs movement

that began tb.ose shocks that upset the politicat balar¡ce of luÞ,nitoba.

&t P"Tt+"g Ðissatisfaction vith thg Pror¡ineial Government ts
Administration of the Liquor glrdg

[here is a long history of teu¡reranee feeling in l{anitoba. the

Ifoments Christian Temperance [Inion celebrated. its thirbieth anniversarXr

in Iplo; the aurora cor:ncil nÏoo I of the Royal- Terplars of feulperance,

nearJy as oId., lrith lrooo me¡rbers, nas the largest local temperance

society in the vorld. fhe provincial Liberals had stressed. temperance

back Ín the l88Ors and the Conserrratives had. follol¡ed suit in l-899.

Four years later, the T,lberals again inserted. a temperance plank 1n

its progran.

Unfortunateþ for the follor¡ers of terrperance, few successes



had. been acbieved.. To a large d.egree this rras due to the anazirg

abiS-Íty of both politica.l parties to convenientJy forget their promises

a^fber the tenrperance groÌrps had been used.. Fossib3y, what r¡as of more
\.

i-rporbance to f:nrstrate terçlerance success w s the d.eep d.lvision u:ith

its own raJâks. Some groups J.ike the ![.C.î.U.¡ sought corpl.ete cur-

tail¡rent of the sale a,ad. use of liquor; othersr, more motlerate, on\r

víshed. to see certaÍn restrictions placed. on the J.iquor trad.e in order

to rene{y its worst eviJ.s. flhus it was cl.iffic¡rlt to r¡nitl the nany

vier,rs on restrlctfng the sal-e of liquor. At tþF fgff temFerance

conventÍon, for exaqrle, clelegates split three rÍað¡s on the issue r.rith

eacb of these uethod.s of attaek having support: foraing their or,m

politlcal party; anencl.ing the Ca¡ada Teu¡rerance Act; or anenðÍ.ng the

existing l,,Þnitoba legÍsla.tlon. 1

It is d.ifficult to gauge teraperance strength. IÞnitobans

supporbed. tvo prohibition plebiscites, the first ln. 1lB92 anct the

second. in 1898. Neither inclication of anti-J-Íguor feeU-ng in the

province broqht actÍon to back up prohibition.2

In I)QZ, the proposed., controversia^l Hugh John lvlacDonald.

Teu¡rerance Act went to referenðum a¡rd. r¡as clefeated. Jnrgely because

of a sp3-ít in the terqperance forces. I[otl,rithstanëing these defeats

the anti-fl¡'ink enthuslasts continuecL to press for more restrictions.

Tn 1t0J, they swtrng their zupporA to the L,iberals anê both t¡ere

ry

1 qyu-ffitouss, Birtle, June 27, Ji9fl, p. 1.
2rfhefereffi:resffis: 1892 - 18163T for and. Tr]:Lj against;

1B9B - 1902 - L5r6oT for ancl 22rl+6\ agaLnsto
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clefeatecl, SeveraL years later, la I9O? a petftlon sigaeel by eone grOOO

for the early cLosing of bars vao preËentecl, by a el.elegatlon Lecl by the

Archbfsbop of safut Boniface, çtth the zuppozt of these groups pro-

mlnent tn Eer¡rerance splrl.ti fhe rnde¡nndüent Þcþr of coocl reupJ"a,rs,

the PresbyterLan chrrrch, tbe lÊthocli¡t church, the Salvation Ary, the

ARgriean eÌnrrch, the Baptlet chrrch, the Gongregationar cTurrch, the

¡¡lnnrFeg TractreE ancl l¿bour Cot¡ncil.

A neclir¡m of cmon action r¡as aeblevect ln 19OT ritb the fo¡mation

of the l&nttota SoclaL aacl. lbraL Ref,om Corrnell¡ tra federation of the

reJ.fgiors andl eoef.al refo:m bodlies for conzultatÍon anê eo-operatÍon

wûth respect to legioJa,tive reforms groerlng out of our col@on

ChrtEtianlty.*3 At tbe inftial conf,erence, a resoJrrtion was paesecl on

tbanÍsh the barrtt a moderate propoaal to cut the evile out of the

ltguor tracle. Each year, new groups JoinecL the Cor¡nci1. [hey representetl

tufluentÍal boclies: tbe lcelan&ie I¡rtheran Synoil, the I{.C.E.Ir.¡

Unitarian Conference, the l,&nitoba Grain Grqrerer Aseociation, Scanclf-

n¿vÍan Antl-Seloon League, Pollsh Natfor¡al Oathollc Church, Rrrthenia¡r

Catholic Church, Rtrssian Orbhoclox Greek Church. In brief, the Cor¡ncil

represented. l¡,bour, fa,:mers, tem¡rerance gtror¡ps, a.nc[ practlca[y al l

rnajor reJ.lglous boclieE Ln l,hnltoba. For several years before 1915 tbc

eouncil epæ,soredt a tabloicl aescpape", fhe Satesnan.

tthfle 1t a¡greareè thåt a seentngþ lnvlncfble assenbJy of

organlzations supporbecl the Councll, 1t 1s fairþ certaln that lts baslß-

strength va,e not as great as first nigiú êppearr One rougþ yarclstick

1s the n¡mber of d.lstrfcts 1n the provfnce that exercisecl the local

3 stut"*".a, Arrgust 48, L913, p. lr.
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option bylaw to veto the sa].e of alcoholic beverages i¡. thelr com¡nities.

f9rere was not a najority of J-ocaL veto cListricts until the faLL of lp].ll.

An illrrninating appraisaL of the ten¡rerance strength roas given by a

strong srpporter, Renrerend. J.Lo Gorclon.

Slr Rod¡nond. is a splenclld. interpreter of pubJ-ic seatinent. He
knows tbat our teur¡rerance people are not dangeroìrs a¡od. that our
good. people are ha'if asleep. trüetrl never vi:r in Manltoba imtil
there is an upheaval. flre tenperance sentirnent j¡ this prorince
is great 1f aroused., but if the record of the past years con-
tinues, Ít v:iJ.J. take a hundred. years./l+

Li&e other ms\renents for socia]. refo:m, the tenperance drive,

vbile receiving inspiration fron contem$orar¡r events elsewhere, fn the

uain sprang out of l@nitoba conditions. As has beein pointed. out, tbe

province l¡as stiJ-l in a pioneer state. Its population rvas stiJ-l r.¡nstable

ancL ff3.led. lr"ith abno:r¡al rati.os as to age ancL sex the,t vere socialty

rrnsettling. For nany men the bar becamre a social centre. To the

anti-liquor forces, the 3.ignor traffic represented. tta certain n¡ethocL

to flood. the corr¡trv vith crime, ð.Ísease, mÍsery, lnsanÍty, vloLence

and. pauperism.tt 5

nlhere were three J.ocations where J-iquor couLd be J.egalJy soLð.

First, the wholesale shops, se].llng onJy a cerbain mfni-mrm, not to be

consuùeil on the prenlses. second, the clubs; this group bad. to reeeive

a special charter from the leglslature. Originally'organized. for

social purposes, a gro,ring number overeuphasised. drinking ancL gambliag.

U lt", January ?2, LgLl+, t[ï 94.
l/ Statesman, Notrenbes 13r Lgl3t p. 2.
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Ehe thlrd. and. J-argest outlet vas the bars.

A mmicipal- ùistriet in the provinee could. prohibit the sa].e of "

llquor within i-bs bor¡nda,ries by use of the LocaL veto, a scheme that

al-med. at ta.king the erç3-osive liquor problem out of politics ancL 3-eaving

the responsibÍ3-ity for an¡r d.ecÍsion to the Loca]. âffêåo llre veto ruas

&tvfðed. into two oBerations: the rnachi-nery for taking a vote and.

brlngÍng the vote Ínto operation; then that wh:ich prorrided. for its
operatfon and. enforceÍaent. fhe second. pafr, the temFerance forces

agreed. r¡as ttrenarkabþ satisfaetorytt and. hacl ttno superlor, of its kincL,

on anJ¡ statute book." 6

[bey vere comrfnced. tha,t the fomer, however, was tþracticaiJy

umrorkabrett aLmost as if t'the Iaw is clesigne&l¡r d.efective.* 7 fhe

resentment of the Council, later to become the Social Seis¡ice Co.mc13-,

stemecL from the ïtanner 1n which maqy Local option contests r+ere

f:rrstrated.. liuls nas serious: in lpo!, Ø/, of Ba petitions hact been

refused. ar¡d. the nexb year, 21 more $ere stopped. by technicalÍties of Lau.

Dr]ring votingr the Í.u¡¡orbing,of non-residents by the liquor distributors

to vote against locaL veto was guite cotlrtrorlo rf ttre proposal- couLd.

sunrive these hurclres, then the measure sti]-l could. be tbromr out if'
there had. been the sJ-ightest breacb of a.ry regrrlation.

s.B Ioca1 optionCa:man, for example, had. nany d.ifficrrltle

votes had. passed. ln 3.pOp and. l.plO, but bacL been que,shed. on techn:ical-ities.

6 og*""*g, Norember 13r L9L3t p. 2.
ilffio

. _g/ F,lma@þr<!, June z, !9L9, p. ]! Ibicl., April 10, 1913,
p. 4j lbicL., Novenbeî ZBt L9L2, p. 4,
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In 1p10, clause 66 of the Llquor Ï,icence Act to carlT notice of loéal-

option in some urn:icipal paper r,ras follo¡red., but cl¿use 3?6 of the

lfinÍcipaL Act, that an orcl.inary bylaw *r"t U" posted. 1n four or more

places, h¿d. been onltted.. Ìfith nany detaiLs to conpþ vith, it r,¡as

quite possibJ-e for there to be some stigbt deficienc¡¡'in the preseribed.

J-egal procedure whieh the l.íquor "interests" coul.d. protest in court.

These court cases nere a severe strain upon the usue,ilJy low fÍnencial

resources of the teu¡reranee groups.

Er,ro najor remed.ies nere proposed. that üight avoid. such abuses

of the liq¡uor La,w. One aspired. to get the gore::nmentts promise that

in a district where a Local option vote bad. carried., but met with a

set-back in corrrb, the government vou3.è not grant any lieences there.

Þeruier RoblÍn so agreed in lr$L?t but his promise was never honoured..

He even broke ft tr,ro yesrs in a row in his home consti-tuency.g In 1910

Roberb Rogers also faiJ.ed. to keep a sÍ-m:iIar promise. Also desi.red'was

a saving clause, to be passed. by the Legislature: t'to uake Ít ímpos-

sibJ-e to set up petty technical objections to the procedure fep þvinging

on a vote and. shorrLd. nake the decisÈon of the electors fÍnaL v?ren once

registeredont 1O Af'ber a perlod, sucb a cLause was passed. Ín 1pJ-2, ut

soon provecL a failure. One temperance s¡mpathÍser concluded. a^fber

these d.ifficulties¡ "fl¡is e4gerÍence nad.e it clêar that it vas useless

to neke a cam¡ralgo for the exbenslon of the ..*too'n[

9 stu,t"*uo, August 28, :-:g:t3, p. }r.
ro/@6ruaiiy 1t[, 1913, ry 36. lris hacL been reguested in

tem¡rerance ffiegations of Febnra,rx¡ l.:6, 3)l.J; Febnra.:ry, L)1:23 April 1,
l¡9l:2¡ Februa,rry 13, 19i-3; Jarruarry 7, f:9l.4; February 6, ] l!..

LL/. Hansartls, !8, IvÞ,rch 2, ÐÐ, p. J-ll.



Other proposed. rened.ies were: trs sfiminate the :-lroÊ-reslclent vote 1n

the voting and. to eIÍ:ninate tbe tListinction bet¡reen a village not

ïrarring local. veto vhile the sumounù1ng d.istrlct cLicl, tbat is, naklng

a r¡nit of that area directþ interested. 1n the J-iquor q¡uestion. flre

concern o\¡er. the flavs in locaL option was a rea]- one for 1a the

period. 19LO to 191k, not one nrnicipality nas ad.cLed. to J.ocal. vetor

Afber baving met repeated. obstacles to an extension of the

restrietive policy, tem¡rerance forces concentrated. upon tbanish the

bartt as their ch:ief restrlctive policy. {Ilre bar vas singled. out

for two reasons: one, that it 'tis the most prolÍfic €¿gency ln the

d.istrÍbution of drink and. the production of inteu¡ruranc"";12 and.

the otber, to enð the tbar-room sociability.rt t'1The wea&ness of the bar-

room tytrre consists of the fact that you cantt be social unless you

dxin&.tt As such, the bar ffas regarclecl to be ttthe breecLÍng plaee of

vice, crÍ.me and. hooèlumism. " 13 frre ber by far outnunberecL the other

cListributive agencies, since vho,IesaLe outLets were l-imitecL to twenty-four

to¡rns and. four elties by various statutes anè onJ¡r Branclon and lfinnipeg

containeô clubs. f'lre Preuier opposed. tbe contentlon that bars bred,

eviJ. and. shorrlcL be abolished., arguing tbat Ít not onJy vas impossible

to Legislate against (þ'inkitrg but that there rüas a good. feature in

bars, in that:

The treatlng systen vas a manifestation of. the social si.de
of ma,n. It was a,¡a srid.ence of neighborliness anê a methocL
of shovring goocL u:iLL. ffhe social side of nan nas the thJng

3tt

12 st*t"q4qo, Novenber 6, ]|9:.:32 p. z.
r3@oremlrer 6, :.:9].3, po 1:



thet ôistinguÍshed. hÍ^m;from the bnrtes. lhe bar , . . was the
outeome of ages of experÍ.mentn rt rras hedged. about by law
and. custom in every wa¡r. I¡that was now proposed. r¿as to tear
clowo all these safeguarcLs./tl+

ftre temperance feeling began to nount in strength. A petition

of some 15rooo asked. for locaL optlon to be exbencled. over the vhoLe

province 1n 1p1J-. flre nexb yea:r sarr alrooo petitlon to tba¡rish the

bartt, ancl that sarne year saw some lO0 resolutions come from diverse

groups in itÞ¡aitoba in Íts zupporb. EVen the Angliean churcb, which

had. virtualiy ignored. the teqrerance movenent, båd its sociar senrice

com:ittee ask for a more vi.gorous approach on tbe topic.

Ðespite the mo¡¿nting d.issatisfaction !¡-ith the local- optlon

1aw, Premter Roblin continued. to regard. 1t as the bulwark of his policy

nlth regard. to the question. He basecL hÍs sta¡d. on several prernises:

the gradua-l exbension of locar option throrrgh the prwince wouJ-cl

eventrralþ nake 1t a tbanisb the bar" province; Local option uas

denocratÍc in th,at 1t allowed. each üistrict to ðecid.e on Íts olm policy;

and. the belief that Íf a referendum on rbanish the ba,rtt was taken, it
vould. be defeated.. fie fi¡rther eqrbasisecl that even ¡rith the bar

sltrninated., liguor vould. stil]- be consuned., althouglo out of publÍe

slght, lead.ing to more deleteri.ous effects. flhe political aspect

r¡as aLso quite ìïEorbant, as with Locar veto, the probren was left
to locaL bocLles, and. the provincial government could. el*ape crÍt1cis¡r \

fron both anti- and. pro-drinklr€ forces. lfíth general good. points Ín

35
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his farrour, the prcmisp furbher ctulJ.eiL the CounciLts attack by askÍng

them: t'come out ancL saf frankry that a total prohibition biLL is
].5vbat you want - r an u:ith you. [ */ ftre counci]- courcL not take ürÍs

position as corylete prohibition wouJ.d. spJ.it its forces now looseJ¡r

bor:nd. on rbanish the bartt.

The namy Consenrative refusa3.s to grant the Cor¡¡cilrs rrÍshes,

plus, the unvorkability of the locar optlon J-av, natrrralþ lecL some

teuryerance vo:rkers into believlng that the Government r,ras atteqrtÍng
t'to protect the special Brivileges of the liquor parby. u L6 A fi¿rther

reason for their mounting suspicion was Roblints reftrsal to test his
statenents that the rbanish the bartt advocates on\r represented, a

uinority of the provÍnce. One group toLd. hin:

rf you eontencl that this delegation represents on1¡r a
minority of the erectorate then ve accept yorrr ruring, we onJ¡r
r¡ant British justice. !Íe ask you to teËt iublíc opiñíon uy
a referenü¡m and. 1f tbe rnajority reject the la¡r wJviLl_
ablðe by the decisLon, but we wiJ.J. never cease orrr agitation./t7

In a 1pIh Cor¡ncil delegation Reverend. Ðn. ltiLson 1ost his tenper a¡¿

assailed. the Pren:Íer:

rt is Írntr'ossible to d.orrbt that you are a foe of tew¡lerance. . for alL the facts point to a uorking.rrnd.erstandlng betweenyour goverrrment and. the llquor lnterests of this province.þB

Efie consenrative party was connected. by a section of public opÍnion

with tbe 3-iquor interests by the presense of T.tf. Taylor, Consenrative

M.P.P. on'severa-L d.elegatÍons of the liquor interests; the govern-

36
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mentrs ignorìng the 1p11 petition on a referendr¡n for 'banlsh the bar";

the alleged connection of the prenfer and. cerbain government officials

to a breweryi end in 1911+, the Consen¡atlve defeat of a Liberal proposal

to investigate the notorious clubs.

fhe Consenratíve gove::nCIent was not totalJ¡r insensitive to

the demand. for frrr"bher restrictions. To na¡¡e a few': J:906, breversrere

IÍcenced; 1908, a s¡nal-ler najority authorj.zed. for local option; 1910,

tbe l-icence co¡¡ntssioner was grarrted- more þ*u* j¡n cance1ling licences;

AgLz, licence fees rcere raisecl; and. 1n I9L\, eJ.ection lear¡ the bars

vere to be closed. on Sundey, eloser regulatÍons rÍere placed. on c1ubs,

LocaL optlon was elctended. to the unorganized. territory of the province,

and. a saving clause were passed..

fhe Liberals, lrhile the Consenratives becar¡e more enbroiLed. lrith

the teÍ$,eraÌlce gtroups, became more solicitous to_ their va,nts. If
elected., the fo¡rner group proposed. to subnÍt tbe banish the bar measure

to a referendr¡¡u,. To avoid. conflict ¡aith the pro-bar forces, the

LiþeraL Party reasonecl that the need. for the referenclr¡n r¡as the so].e

questlon concenred and. not the advanta€es or d.isadvantages of the bar.19

Several motions to that effect ¡rere defeated. in the House, Ín aôd:ition

to varj.ous proposals for restrictÍve lreasuresc The Liberals stfÏI ùid.

not comrit themselves ôn abolishing the liquor traffie, if elected..

As the lplL election approached., hovever, the Statesnan annor.¡¡rced that

marv Lfberals, but no Consersratives, csu1d. bave been endorsed. by

19 m'p, I¿Jarch 4, r9ra, H\T ITb.
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ind.eþendent teqrerance eonnrentions.

flre temFerq¡rce forces were stíIJ. urllrepared. to glve tbe Liberal

party its conplete zupport without cLefinite pledges. At two tguryrerance

meetings there rras a strong feeling against both po3-itical parbies¡

bowerrer, it vas decided. at their rneeting on tvÍarch L9-Ðt L}LL, to give

str¡rport to the,,Bar.ty.'advocating banishnent of the bar. At the same

meetingr,a motion of censure of Boblin bad. been withclrawn to avoicL a¡y

controversy. f1re Libera-l parby a.ss¡¡lu{;., the ternFerance forces of its
adherence to the referendr¡m, and. a Cor¡ncil group helped. d¡ca^fb the

'banisb the Barft pJ-ank in the Liberal platfom. At the Liberal con-

vention, Reverencl Ðr. Gordon read a resolution from the CouncÍL: ttfor

a debt of gratitude to the Liberal. parby for its actions in pronoting

'it comes Ínto power."Ð

DespÍte the assrrrances received., there was stiJ-l some eoncelrX tbat

the,Liberals uight agaÍn betray teryqìeraace, a few still broachecL the

possibiJ-ity of nomÍnating strictJy tem¡rerance cand.:idates.

b. Song Þ'otestant Chr¡rches Becane ivfore ïnvolved. Ín Local Politics

fhe chtrtrch, Ín parbicular those of Frotesta¡rt affiliation, vas

forced. to meet the dlemand.s of a new econcmtic and" social era brought

by the second. industria-l revolution. ir&,4¡r pressures coupe].led.,a

reassessment of the ch¡uch:. the dor¡bts ancL anxfeties caused. by the

growbh of scientific criticism; the evolutiona^:ry d.ogna of Dar*rinism¡

2o strtu"nan, April 2, :tgU!., p. 1.



the stu{y of eoryarative religions; the socÍal ùisintegration at-

tend.ant with the rise of an r.rrban socÍ.ety; and the groli.bh of a floating

¡npuJ-ation add.ictea to evâjîge].ism.2l ArL senred. to rrnd.enrine the

strength of the church as it bed. existed..

t1lre Pro'bestant bod.ies vere losing ns,ny adherents. Ttre bulk

of Í:rmigrants stayed. with the Orbhod.ox and. catholic bod.ies. rn the

city, the urban vorker felt that the church had. nothing to offer his

crass. This theme r,ras brought out in replÍes to a request by the

filinnipee Trlþ¡¡Jre on.tbe subject: tTÍtgr Sone people Dontt Go To Church'r!

mlnisters tttoo abstracttt; ttchr¡rcb life errpty¡t; ttcrothes too poortt;

"too urrch class ùistinctioo. " 
4 fhe nrral coror.rnity a].so facecL the

problem of d.ecLinlng church attendance as the nr.¡mber of farr tenents

mounted.. 23

One ex¡rlanation was tba,t the chrrch'had. beeome too lnstitnrtioa-

al-i.zed., and. in so doing, offered. IÍttJ-e, if an¡r, solutíoa for the lL1s

of society. spfri.tual- renedies herd. little i:mediate practical

aclvantage, and. so a number of the clerry atteqrted. to wid.en the scope

of their religion by ua&ing it more practical. fheír vier,¡ of

christiani.ty was one t\rhich stressed" na,ats responsibirity for the

39

4^see - s"D..9lurk, @"h and sect in ca,oaQ4 (Toronto, universÍtyof Toronto Press, 198)rpp. @tr3rlÍ,FEiãf,eÏf,ìethod;Ísm rn tne r¡Iid.d.le
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social as r,reLl as the moral and. splritual well-belng of his feJ-lowmen " 24

This spirit car¡. be expressed. in a ur¡¡nber of lrays: practlcal CT¡rist-

ianity; a daiJy application of the Go}den luJ-e; a brotberhood. of nen;

anè wha,t vas more co¡moll, the sociaL gospel.

flrere Ìrere ua,ny uinísters within the I'4ethodist anê Presbyberian

chqrches clurÍng this tj^ne ín l,la.altoba who wholeheartedJy suppo:sbed.

thls movenent. Reverer¡.d. Salem BlancL, J.S. lfood,sworth, C.W" Gortlon,

have receiveê the most recognition for thelr efforts. BlaricL, in

parbÍcular, in hts positÍon as a faculty menrber,at ïilesley CoLLege

lnfluencecL mary nlnisters in training. While these three were Lead.ers

in nany of the trend.s uithin the chr:rch, the influence of the move-

ment can be seen 1n tbe supporb the social gospeJ- receÍved from,both

cJ-erry anè Je¡rmen. fhis id.eal was bound. to ba,ve a proforrnd. effect

on lvianitoba, si:rce the Î¡þthod.istr; and. Presbyberia¡ churches exerted.

a gfeater influence than their numbers would. othei:urÍse warrant.

The report of the Comisslon on Social. Questions at the lpIO

I@tbod.lst General Conference lllustrates tbe degree the ch¡rch was

entering the field. of practical Christtanity.25 ftre bo{y cond.ennecL

the l¿ck of r.¡¡¡clerstand.ing betrveen rlcb ancl poori èep3-ored. the iaequaS-Íty

of econom:lc cond.:itionsi opposed. nar and. inteuperancei sougþt pena3-

reforn; approved. tbe eight hour day; anô stressecl the neecl of, brother-

J-iness, or corutnulity versus inùiviôuaLity.

dl-.'* 3i-d.d.e11, Iriethod.ism, po 228.
zJf '{oíce, sst-enrt-Ð, Lg::o, p. 7"



Since one of the naj-n airns of the sociaJ- gospel was to see that
t'Religion Ín the fr¡træe ¡niLL no Longer be id.entified. l¡:ith the ctrurch

and. Srndays and. praðrers and. proceedts; it wilL become the everycl.ay 3.ife

of the coüüron nan - that or nothlng, " 26 it foLlor¡rs that those meu¡bers

lrho zupportect that cloctrlne vorrLd. enter new field.s. St. Stephents

Broaðva¡r Churcb, r¡nd.er Reverend. C,lf. Gordon became a week-J.ong centre

for the c-o-mmunity Ín offering a broad. nwiber of faciritíes: .Lêcture

ha3-J-s, a grmnasllum, read.ing roons and. clonuitories for yorrng rtrê¡.o In
lfÍnnipegrs Norbh Ð1d., AJ-L Peoplets Mission clirected. by J.S. f&e.Qfine.ryþS,

offered. somevhat s'tml]¿,r progrsünes f,or .ír,nigrants.

They sougbt to d.o much, ancL in so d.ofng they ha.d. to eha^nge the

mora-Ls of the corrmuaity. Reverend. Salen 31a¡cL naôe the foLlolling

statement at Grace Chr;reh¡

soeiety Ís steeped. 1n u¡righteousness, and. novrhere as Ínthis car¡atlfan Tfest. orr ethies are the ethícs of the ga,nùrlng
saloon. üIe Ïrarre the elenents of morar ðestnrctÍon a¡nonq us.r say frankly tha,t you cannot expect a businessnan to Llve I
a christian life to-da¡r. Let us bl¿¡ne ourselves vho han¡e E.

lrr

arlov¡ed. coniLltions to beeome so utterLy corrrrpt that rnen fethat it is hopeless to succeedl by being rightãous. lle u¡st
begÍn the great work of attackrtrg aLL the ties of our com-?qercial 1if,e, all the rascaLities of high finance, a'r'l the
abo¡rinatÍons of orrr politica1 systæ.f ZT

To help ach:ieve thÍs ai.n the soclaL gospelites atterrptecl to

vork more closeþ r¡'ith the tvo organlzatíons that eurbraced many of the

workrng people both in' the cities and. the nrral areas of lvlaruitoba,

vLz., The l4anitoba Grain Gro¡rersr Association and. the îüifuripeg Trad.es

ancL Labour Council.

26 Goid., JulJ T, :tgJ:t.t p. 18.
J.S. ltrooðswortho

ZJf trí.:r¡;gle, August h, 191-3, p.
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In their work wtth tbe labouring classes, tbe ministers were

not just content to speak of thelr good. intentions, but to identif$

thelr goat r,rith the aj-ms of labour. fÎle lflnnipeg lvllnisterial Con-

ference j¡ 1909 appointed. J.S. tlood.*rorth as lts representative to

the loca} l-aþo¡rr boSr. Reverenô SaLen Bland., for exa4ller in

speaking to a meeting of the Soclal Democratic Party, procLairaed

the need for a gradr¡aå natlonalJ.Eatf.on of monopolies sínce rra€e ea,rners

could. not get a decent J.ivirlg by sí.ryJy raising l*u""38 At a

meetÍ-ng of the tÍÍnnlpeg Ministería1 Association, trro ¡ninisters active\r

d.efencLed. SociaLisn against tbe attack of a kofessor A.B. Cl-ark of the

University of ivlanÍtoba. [h:is active s¡ppathy ]ras especiai.ly rnarked.

cluring a strike at tbe Great lfest Saðf,lery Colpany. Noteworbþr

a¡nong serreral issues involved. ín that striJce lras the atteqlt of the

Córyar1yrs nane,genaent to prohÍblt lts vorkers from joining a unÍon

by corpelling then to si.ga a contract to that effect. Afber an

investigation of the situation, the Ministerial Association placecl'

itself 'strong3y on the siðe of l-abour.

Tlre deua"nd. of the Great West Saððl.ery Coupa"rly vhich if
general-ly enforceð, f.iouLtl. wipe out al l laborrr organ:Ízations,
tra;rerses the sacred. rigbt of personal ]-iberby, ignores the
teaching of the Sermon on the ]vlrtrnt, sta¡cls squareJy across
the aôvancing narch of modern econory, science, opposes the
opinions of the most progressive enployers of Labour aLL the
vorLcl over, and. outrages evex,I¡ lnstinct of British fair
ü-Ðy.Þ

28 rrit,*=, Februa:ry 20, LgHlt p. 1..
ry/@uøclrurÍs, JuS. lÍoodsr,rorth (løcttnnan and- compary of

Carrada l,-i-uritea, Lg5ùr F. Bl
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In mrch the sane fash:ion the ministers co-operateÉL r¿ith the

]-oca]- Graln Growers. Bi.and. a¡rd. llood.sworbh frequentJy lrote religious

ar.bicles in the Grain Growersr 9g!þ. At tbe annuaL "Fa,mersr Parlia-

menttt, BJ.and. reiterated. tbe ai¡rs of social gospel whiie supporbÍng the

work of the Assocj-ation. ln l)l-J, he ôecLared. th¿'t 1n pri.ncip3-es,

ai-ms, orgarrizati-on,,a¡tcL,:enthusiasm, tÏre associatÍon stood. ¡'second. to

nobody in Canada, except the Christian Church in tbe power for goocL." 30

Tlreir ¡'¡ork vas stinrlated. by tbe close ties of rnaüV fa¡u Leaders to

the Protestarrt chr¡rch. Among the 1910 Grain Gronerst executive for

exan¡rle: D.ll. McCuaig hs.d. been a corurissÍoner to the Presb¡rberlan

Genera-L Associatlon for severaL yearsi D.Do McArtbur was a retired'

Baptist n:inlster; R.C. Henders Ì,Ías a retiredL m:Ínister as veLL; and.

Peter lfright nas a superintenÈLent of the l,$rrb3-e St¡ndåy School.

ït was inevitabLe, that as the uinlsters vho foIloved. the socia-l .

gospel attemptecL to reconstnrct soelety on new fot.tndations, they

shou3.d. cleat in issues that were poJ.itical. in ¡rature. Thus by pIO, the

I4ethoùists and kesbyberians in partlcui.ar, haè a rich experlenee

in poJ-itlcs, and. rrhat r¡as aLso noticeable, generalJy on the Liberal.

partyrs side. In practlcalþ every representative gathering of

l¿IethocLists of l¿larritoba ancl the North llest since t89O, there hed been

some reference to the l{a,nitoba SchooL Q¡restlon. fhet bocly vas

'þracticalJy a r¡nlt in their support of a Nationa,l School systen. u 31

Tt¡e hesibyterians__a].so supported. this stand.. Tew¡reralrce tras a prar-

to 
-ggiqu, Januarxr æ, Lgr5, p. 4.

3rÆe1l, ivlethodism, p. 221.
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tierrlar coneern of the both chrrrcbes ancL they consistently agitated.

for fr¡rAher restrj.ctions of the IÍqnor tra,ffic. fheir attituðe ca¡o be

sumarised. by the clecLaratlon of one urinlster: ttSociety m¡st be buflt

uB of men vho lovecl. purity, justice a,nð nobiJ.lty of cT¡aracter, not tbe

ty¡re wbich clepencled. on the banoom for fts inspirati"o. t 32

In thej.r aðvocaey of nation¿I scbools school-s ancl tezÍEìera,nce,

the ministers were p3-acetl Í¡e r¡noffieial- opposition to Preurier RoblÍn.

El¡ís vas a toucby situation, An open nrpture bet¡reen the ConserrratÍve

gwernment a.nd. a nr¡nber of l4ethoôl-:ist a¡rcL Presb¡rterÍan ministers was

irnninent by 1912. [he occasion. for th:is breech was two by-elections,

one fougtrt Ín the fecleraL clistrict of lvla,côona1d. ancl the other in the

provincial- ùistrict of Gi.u-li!.

Ít¡ere were tr'ro contests at Ûbcd.onal-ê, one in October of L9L2t

ancl. the other, heLd. becalrse the forter was voÍð¡ sIígbtþ or/er a,

year 3e,ter. Both po3-iticai- pa^:rties sent thelr strongest forces into

the èistrict. In terns of organÍzafrLon, the Consenratives were the

stronger since they eorJ-d eqrJ.oy fecl¡era-L and. provincial vorkers tbrough-

out the campaig!.. flhey were used. geoerousþ, even to the exbent of

arresting the Liberal election workers. SrortJy after the election,

the Presbyberian Synod. of tr{anitoba passeil a strongJy worðecl. declaration

against the "deliberate prostitution of justice to personal- or party

encLs the tre¡ç¡ling rrnðerfoot the sacreð rigltts of citizens to

inùivÍdr¡¿l liberty and. fair triaL.'E3mrls stand. røs rea,ffl¡med. one year

3n ¡*, l¡Iarch L2, 12L2, p. 3.
33Æ, November t6, LgLz, P[tT 17o.
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later after the second. by-electlon ia lqÞ,aôorlal.dl..

fhe concleunation of the Consenratives occuned, again in the

provincial by-e1ectlon at Gin"ll. So intenee was that caqratgn that

the Consenratlvee thenselvee cl¡,í.ued. to bave speat $93IOOO of the

$3.JOTOOO totaL provincial buclget for road.s, brlctgee anct clralns in the
.âb
G¡n-l.1 d.Lstrict.J' One tlberaL M.P.P. levelJedl aine speclf,Íc viola,tfone

. i -- ..i l

of the Elections Act, plua lOO lnstances of corrupt praetices agatust tbe

Consenratlve organfza,tÍon. Both pa,rtiee engagecl La a fYantic orry of

ebarges a¡rd coutercharges on reqpeetlve'uee of booze, heeJ.ers, encl

boocll,ers. It lns morred. at tbe meet{ng of the tiþthortist Conferenee,

tbat tbe cbarges of, cornrption uEcle þ the ¡n¡ty prese shouJ.è be

proven, and. lf, they couldlnrt, the latter vere "guitty of subrvertlng

¡ub3.lc moraLity,tt3S InceuseÉt þ the ¡esolutlon, the Wfnnl¡¡ee lblegrag

procLaf.rned. that J,S. W*d*orth, the mover, rras untùer trcøp1ete

ctonln¿tlon . . . by tbe LiberraL nacbine. "36 Íbe ¡n¡ler failedL to clea.L

witþ the cbargesr

The aforeuentionect resolutlons ancl subseEueut oaes respeeting

RobLlnrs stancl on teuperanee, repreeentec[ tbe qr.lmt¡r¿tLon of a long

Berlocl when ua,4r cJ.ergruen 
"tgo¿ 

on the opposlte slde of the Bolitical

fence to the Consenrativee. In tbe Lnte'Iye.L, before the lpll+ electlon,

3h a Royal. cmiEeroi''o" tbu questÍon reported, tbat abolt
$5arl¡ho ha,d. been clleslpatecl fn ttan o16r of cllspollattroa.[ See, Repora
of the Ro.r¡al Co¡mi.ssLon Coneü*tutecl to ErquLre lato anil Eepo¡t on all
ExI¡enÉLiture for Roacl llork Durtng the lear &, þ. 49, HoD. G. Patersoa,
Comlgeioner.

3Z/. wP, Jrrne 18, r9\3, p. âlP'
36/ G-Leeran, Jrrne 18, 1913, PII 220.
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kem:ier Boblln engaged. in an unseenly eaupafgn of vituperation"against

the churcbmen whom he l¿abellecl 'biberaL par"bisans.rt .Reverend. C.Îll.

GorcLon ancl D.S. Ha¡rÍlton ea¡cned. the greatest aþuse fron the Conservatives,

even being attackecL from the floor of the Eouse, I{t¡l1e official- chrr¡ch

bod.ies raLllecL to the ministersr defeace, it lras often forgotten that

there was basis of fact to the Consenratlve statements that the two

were ttiberal parbisans.tt Gordon had. vorkecL agafnst the Government

for several- electíons and. Eamilton presid.ed. o\rer a Centre ffinn:ipeg

Libera]- meeting in 1p1l+. flre Gor¡ernment, Í-a lts trrn, a].so sr¡cceeded.

in obtaining several rninistrers-for their endorsation.

.A,s the kotesta¡ct ehr¡rehes becane more practical, they dvelt

more on those topÍcs that interested. the average vorking nan: single

tarc, tenperance, cl.irect LegÍslation to nane a few. Their support

of such measures lecL then lnto conflfct ¡¡"ith the Consen¡ative govern-

ment of lvtranitoba. [he statenents of the Prenier, thougb provokecl to

a certain degree, vere cnrde ancl bounð to l-ose hi.u fi¡rther zupport:

Tbat tbe l&thodist Cor¡ference shouLcl undertake to injure
me, perseeute me, I nay say, is not rÍthout para1Le1. The
ßavÍmm of na¡kind. was persecuted by one SauJ. of Tarsus and. tbere
is ao question but he was honesl./3]

cr flre Conse¡¡¡ative Goverr¡nent Re:Þ to LegÍslateForffi-

[fhe new economic age alterecL the status of r'romea in neny lr€ffsr

!ûith the trencl. tor¡ard.s snalLer fnrniflss ancL more J.abour-saving

37 Tu1"g"ur, Jr¡ne LT, rg:'l+, gl\i 137.
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d.evices about the bome, rnary housewives, partleularJy withfa Anglo-

Saxon n1d.d,Le-c1ass fauilies, spent less tlne witb horrsehold. chores.

An increasÍog nunber of girls from the lover cl-asses enterecL factories

and. departneat stores to win an inclepenclent lÍving. A few coryetecl

with men in the professions. A vast uajorlty, nearþ 8O per cent,

of L{anltoba teachers nere *oruo.38

A d¡anatic parb of this trencL r¡as the drive for equal suffrage,

one that hacL exlsted. siace the earJy t890ts in lvtranitoba.

By 1910, the l.ocaL suffrage movenent Þegan to gather monentun.

tlre lfomenrs Labour League, organised. to better the concLitions of the

worklng gÍr1, had a suffrage plan& in its pJ-atfom. At tbe annuaL

Tlomenrs Christian Tem¡lerance ürion comreation, the del.egates resolved

to foster suffrage, and. to that end., began to organire local assocl-
?oations.'/ Early the fol-Lowing learr the trûinnipeg Ioca1 Corrncil of

lfomen, approached. the La,¡r anendments connittee of the provincial

leglslature to ask for aneodments to the clower 1"r+.þ ParbialLy

because of th¿t comitteets reftrsaL, a:orinber of rronen became tnterested.

in lrinniag the vote so that their views would. be more fairiy heard..

The Iocal. Council of tÍomen, bowever, sh:iecL awa¡r from political. issues.

Thus, the lflnnipeg FoLÍtÍca1 Equal.lty Leag¡e, soon to become the

I¡ianltoba PoLitfcal Equal-fty League, ue,s fo:med. ln ¡4að¡ of 1pI2 'tto

r¡nite all those ln s¡rupathy w:ith the morrenent to gaÍn poLiticat

38 q**qu Year Book, 1911+ (Ottar,ra: King's klnter,
39l@,-@ Ï8lrglo,-p. 28.
Ito/ nansard.s, EE, Febnra,rry 12, L?JJ, p. 8.

1915), p. 11p.
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eqm].ity for tïre vortten of trÍa¡ritoba, tt a,nd. to that encl t'to d.isseminate

ho¡r3.eclge vith regarcL to the J.egaL Å4t,., of wonen; to stj-utrlate ptl.blic

oplnlon by aLJ- law-firl mea¡rsi to pronote the organizati.on of a,ffiLiateû
Ì¡.r

J-eagues.tf '- lflre grotrp ras forttrnå,te in seqlring the active supporb

of Eueb peopJ.e aE l¿lrs. A.V. ffhomag¡ Dtr. Ie,rJr E. OrarrforcL, 1116. Cora

E. E1ncl, lrFs. NeILie iltreClrrng¡ trlb. andl ldrs. F.J. Dixon¡ Mr6. C.L.

Clendennon, I4rE. A.A. Percy and. Rerr. Dr. A.G.isinc3.air.

the zuffrage cau¡nign, as led. by the PoLitfcal Egaattty I"eagpe

grew in momentr¡m during the 1912 to 1911+ period.. A steacly, moclerate,

eclncatLonal cau¡raign on the argurnents for mrffrege fc¿trrrecL their cam-

palsr ratber than the ntlitant dlstr¡rbancee $hich marreil' tbe

eaqraign i.n Englanð. fbe L,eague constitution prwiclecl for tbe

ex$d.sloa of, amy uenber guilty of violent or un-larrfilt u,ot.h2 Ï,ate

1n L9L3, the LeagUe organized. a IfomenrE Civic Len€Ue to co-ord.inate

Tflnnipegrs rromen voters. lbE. Ehrl¡r Pankhurst - the ardent suff'ragette

fron Boglancl - spoke to loca.l aupportere Ín lpLL. $¡reakers provicled.

by the league, were sent to ma,ny points througbotrt the prwf'nce,

procJa,Loing tbat Juetice mrst be done to lfomenr ancl that lf it wast

soclety vor¡-Lcl beneflt fræ nonenrs blgber icleals. In pa.r't'icuJar, one

euffragette pointecl out, vomen wou1cl clea,a up politics aE thq¡ had

.cLeanecl up other departarcnts of ].ife.h3 In numerotre tracts, womea,rs

Iegal hancLlcaps were cfteel, suleb e5, fal].t¡re to provlcle a, $ouaJx

ht *rrar"* s-E¡,eliry Leagne constitutlgn l¿1I (winr'rtpeg:
Fa¡:merEt A .--

t+e/ ra.rsersr Aðvocate, ABril 2l+, L9L2, p. 516'
t+s7 ffi, ñm rL, r9L3r P. ?.



factory insBector., æð the lnacleqrrate cLower leglslation. Justfce was

tbe key.note of t e campaign, for it was clained. that lroüen nere clas-

sified. vith fcliots, Ïrnatics and. eom.icts.& A fl¡rbher persuasive

argument r,¡as voj.ced. by L. St. George Stubbs at the }4l.a,lrÍtoba Grain

Growersr Association conventlon¡ "sureJ¡r ry,w'ife ls more capable of

voting thara the ignorant Galician. ti h5

Tbe movenent recelved. a strong neafllre of support from the

fa:mersr organiøations rrithin the province. fbis ¡ras largely because

there ¡ras Littl.e inequality betueen the sexes on the fa,tt. Drre to the

wJ.clespread. Lack of fa¡m help¡ the wouan becane a tnre vorking pa,rtner

as well as wife, directly sharing the life of ber husband..h6 Qther

groups J-eat thensel¡res to promoting equal- suffra€e: the ÎÍinnipeg

Traðes and. Labor.rr Council, the ftrlcle. the Fa,rrnerst $Egþ, the

n¡aoitot" ¡têe EËg, the Ìlirmipeg llfþrlgg, as neLL as the lvþthoclist

and. Fesbyberian Conferences. Other organizations, strch as tbe

Good Tenplars, supported. wol¡tet¡r suffrage hoping that the fetaLe vote

voulcL go anti-liquo*.h?

fhe provinciaS- goirernment, howerrer, flatly opposed a.ny chqnge

in the legal status of vomen. To a lp]-t cLeputatlol ¿imìng for a

d.o¡qer lau, Prenier Roblln gave Iittle satlsfaetion in stating that

suqh a problen Ìùas tta vexed guestion anô would. militate against the

\g

)rL" Tribuner i{ay Lr, L91;2t P. 9:
h¡f@ Febrrrary 2, L9l-:2t Þ. 9. A speech at the

comrention.
\6/ E.B. MitcheJ.l, In Hestern Ca¡¡ada Before the tfar,
hf rriuu¡rg, rebruaiÍ ZdFfU, p. 3"-

!LG.G.A.

pp. 48-56.
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provineers ns,têrta.L'prosperipy.B A I91h suffrage cbJ-egatioa, perha¡re

the most repreeentative yet to ¡neet rrlth R.P. Bobllu, heorct hLn

en¡nerate nary of the cmon objectione euployedl against s¡¡ffrage. fhe

prenter pof"nted. or¡t that be believd, in the hme rt¿s tbe ty¡re of

every u¿tlonaL excellencertt but,

Iooh at the Statèe across tbe ].lne vbere there ie vonan
suffra6e. Ia Qhtcago there are Tronenrs clubs seatterecl everTr-
wÏere, showlng hotl ¡røea are cleserbing the bome, yet even
tben, when tlrey bave suffrage, they are not usirtg the privflege.
In Colorailo, tbey Ehrinlc fron tbe poJ-ls aE from a pestileuce.
I beLletre wonaa suffrage nou-l-d. be a retrogacle movenent, that
1t rrorrld. breal up the hme, ancl tbat ft r¡ouJ.cl tbrou the chiLdren
fato the a¡ts of the se¡rant gi:rhs,fL+g

lthere nere oùher objections emplonrecL - zuch as tbet lromen favourecl

tbe liquor tra,f,fie and. tbat there Ìtas no cornrptaess 1n provlnctal

politics for vonen to clean up.

But the naLn argument of the PrenÍer to srffrage entbusiaets,

wae to poiat out the lack of victespreatl srrpBort f,or their movenent.

ñÍs eontestion Ls borne out to a clegree by the eerles of ¡nrbI1c

opinion polls held. by the Gtricle. .&lthough it had publicisect suffra,ge

tbrougþ the artíclee anô ed.itorlala of tr?ances l{ar'5r Be¡rnon for several

years, stlLl the referenctr¡n it heJ.il in 1p1-2 and I9l3 Eaw nrffrage

pass by a mtrch stalJ-er najortty than did other tosricaL qou"tioou.5o

Er¡en at the Fol.lttcal. Equa3.Lty neeting of October, Lp3:Z, serreral

epeakers pointed. out thp,t general feeling Ín the West r¡as iniLffferent,

¡.r8'- Hansards, MEP, Febnra,lry 2L, lg]-lr pr IL.
tr9@-.taffiry z?, L9L\, pp.. ld+-l+5.

5o/ 6ffie, Febnrarxr l+, tgtl+, p. h.



vhi].e ,na\ylúomen e>rbiblted. outright apatby.5l At the 1914 i\4ethodist

conference, a,nudber of m:inisters opposecL a.zuffrage motion, arguing

ttra,t women were naturai-J¡r inferior and. tbat t'to give all wonen the

þa:llot lrouLd.be to i¡erease the f-iquor vote.ti 52 A gooö dea]. of

commrnity hostiJ.lty was the outgrorrbb of the patriarchal system of

failii¡r organization practlcecL ln rnany hones which had. the wife and.

clildren in practicalJy the sa,me status as unofficial sen¡a.nts.

Since tbe govemment of the clay offered. the suffra6ettes

J.ltt1e 1f aay hope, i.t vas aatr¡ral for tben to d,rÍfb closer to the

opposition, anrð in retur:¡r the gentlenren opposite supportecl several

motions on suffrage in the House. In 191t$, afber the Prenter h¿cl.

agaÍn reftrsed a regaest for suflfrage, the Folitlcal Equality League

presentecl a I{ock Farlia,nent at the }üalker fbeatre, featuring NeILle

ilicClung as prenier, and parodying RobJ.in in ref,using the request of

a d.etegation of men asking for the ..ot",53 As the lpJ-ll election

approachecL, the League continuecl Íts agitatÍon by sencllng speakers

about the provÍnce and. organizÍng campaigo comÉttees in Wirnipeg.

d.. A Proposed Bene4y for SocErtyrs Economfc II1s

fhe }&nltoba teague for the Taxation of ïe,nd. Va1ue - a group

that had fer¡ menbers - eouId. claÍ^m a rnicLe number of sX¡upathizers.

Although nany dld. not comprehend. the detai].s of sÍng1e tax as Ð<pres-

5t

5t *", october, 10 , L9L3r.PIs 335.
>z[W, Jr¡ne L3, LgLl+, pr,!e
53/ erfd.e, JulJ¡ 7, Jr9:au_, artiele'by Anne E. Perry; also

C"L. Cleverõã, fug lfomen Suffiage Ivtrovernent in la¡rad.a (Torontor
University of Toronto Press, 1950).
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sed. by flenr1r George, they could. still become Euite enthused. over many

id.eas elçressecL in his books, tr.¡o of tbe most popular being t'Frogress ancl

Povertytr a¡¡d "Socí41 Jrrstic"*'5h Ehrougbout his writings, George

attem¡rtecL to cleal vith the probl-ens of the new inôtrstrial socÍety.

Two questions be freq¡uentþ asked. vere vexy proroking. 'llrey lf€rê -

vïqr shouJ.d. the poor become poorer whiLe the econo4¡ produced. more

good.s at a¡l ever-increasing rate? - and. wby should. a sual-l n:inortty of

lnd.lviduals grow e\rer vealttrier on the Labour of others 7

Attacks on tbe interests helcL a particular appeal to lfeste:in

fa¡nners düring the earJy perioal of the twentieth centurXr. Ca¡aad.fan

industry, transfo:med. by the merger.mor¡enent and. buttressed. by tariffs

and. subslcLies, appeared. to be receiving a disproportionate sha,re of

tbe nationa-L i-ncone at the expense of the Trage earntng classes¡ Tfreir

large hold.ings i.n ¡,restera Lands were quite iqitrrious to the fa,:ruer.

lulaq¡ of these land.s r,¡ere held. for speculative puaT)oses. fhey

brought in a rich souJîce of revenue without any apparent efforb by

the cortr¡orations. $re average price per acre of the lsnd. helcL by the

Canad.ian Northern Rail¡oad. nearly doubJ.ecL ln a ba1:f cLozen f€â,rsc In

1906 the price T"ras $6.0I per acrei by 19L3 the va-lue ,*" $t3.95.55

ït seemed. strañge to nany fa¡rners thåt a corporation cou].d reap so

ruueh profit in so little tine by mereJy leaving the land.s enpty.

5lr
'- fien"rXr C-eorge, Social Problens (Ctricago and. New York: 3e1ford.,

clarke a.nÉL coo, r68h).' 

- 

-
jj/ J.W. Da,foe, Forrr Ðecades of Economic GrolrEh (ndan Shorbt a¡rd.

Arthi¡r G. Dougbt¡r, eðitors. Canåd.a and.. Its ProvÍnces¡ VoI. 20.
Glasgow¡.Co:rstable for tbe Publishersr Association of Canada LìrnìtecL,
1g1h-¡917), P. 315. ,
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T,and. speeulatlon placed. other un¡atural strains upon westerrc

fa¡mers. Because the systen of biddiag prices was used, 1anð was soLd.

for much more than it tras l¡orth. flris high price handicapped those

settlers who clesÍrecl land. but d.1d. not have much capital. Also, Ín

leaving his lands enltrlty while vaiting for a higher price, the speculaùor

levÍed. a toll upon the fa¡mer by not contributing a fair share to the

social life of the com.mity, the repair of the roaðs, local ta>ces,

et cetera. lfith the day of cheap land. clisappearing in l{anltoba,

specuJ-a,tion was even more serious. fhe Hud.son's Bay Corpa.r11r, controlLed.

'by clistant J.ancl o¡¡¡eers in EsgLand.t' and. the Ca¡rad.ian Pacific Raihray

vhich held. a reporbed.715391722 acres in the tlest, exempt from land.

tæres averaging ten dollars per u.rur56 were two corporations under

special attack in thÍs natter. fhe percentage of occupied. fa,ra land.

tbat vas rentecl rose by nearly seven per cent during the J.pOI to lplO

decade.57

It is d.iffÍcult to imagine the speculative craze stf^m.r1-ated. by

the r¡nbor¡¡cled. opti^nisn of that clay" trüinnÍpeg was deepþ affected. by

it. One New York nagazine reported. of the !ÛlnnìFeg boom: "fhere is

accomod¿,tÍon on paper for more tha.n tn¡o nillloa people and. at prices

that wouJ.cl be hard3y justified. if the population even now nt¡mberecL that

naq¡¡.*58 tr?on Porbage and. l,{ain to Head.lngJy, suteen rulIes vest,

praetically every square foot of lancL was on the narket. fbere urere

56 Goidu, Norrember L3, Jlgil:z, p. 9.
57/T. grrrton Hurtl, T.tü. GrindJ-ey, Agriculture, CLinate encL

popuLatiòh of the mairie,Provincesr (o'bla ),
p. 11.

58/ t¡:¡nipee Sattrrday tu*, Jrrne J, l]Ðt p. 1. Reprint of an

articLe from the Nev York ComrerciaL.
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numerous reports of faniLÍes nho hacl bought three acres of l.anil for

$fr3OO and. vere offered. $6,OOO for it a year later. Real estate

promoters producecL lucrative ad.s to flrrbher excite potential investors¡

ttB'uy Notre Dane Lots Now a^ncl Let Newcomers ComplaÍn of Yor¡r tr[ea1th, t'59

*Cantt you see Transcona is ðestlned. for the Great Ind.ustrial Tol¿:r of

Can¿d.a?"60 l4any engagetl in these speculative aetlvitles ancL involved.

as weIL were some nenbers of the }¡Ianitoba cabinet, ntro galnecL from the

J.and. boons caused. by the oft-ehangecl site of üthe peranbulating

tïniversityu6l - tbe ïJniversity of ivlanitoba, tflhlJ.e the prwince ruight

....gain an illusion of prosperity fron a land. boom when reaL estate vas

bougbt andL solcL Like wheat and. potatoes, but each boom lras usua1J¡r

foLLowed. by a sbaken provincial creiLit and. d.epression.

l,ancl rras sJo inu'ortant bulvark of forbunes. A goocL part of Lorcl

Strathconars r¡ealtb of $er!88r93L was based. on J.and values about

lrtntpeg62 whÍ].e tbe C.P.R. held. property valued at $8ru5r000, but ,

lrere exenpted. from paüing ta:res of $97138O.63

To ?nany of these iJ-Ls, the menbers of the lufaruitoba League for

the Tar<ation of Ï.end. Va-lues, hatl s sìÍfilJ.e renedy: the single tarc or

the taxatÍon of Iand. valueso fn essence single talr taught that ímprove-

ments on land. should. not be taxecl¡ i.e"

o . . the untaning of industry. Ìihen that is dlone men would.
be free to produce al-l the wealtb they wish to consume, and. they

qo
" Voíee, Iviarch 25, l9LO, p. 7.
60/ lqiþq4q, Iularch 25, I9L3, ?. 3.'qrf ;Eleua^rry 18, tgta, Ew a39"
62/ Singtq Tq¿qq and. Blreqt Legislation BulJ.etin,
æ:/ @ 56""r61-t+l Ifl6,ffi- October, L)L6, p.6.
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viIL no 3.onger be compeJ.leô to share ¡rhat they procluce rnith
those vho rtoiL not, neither do they spin'./&

By si¡ply ta:ring the Iand., the fa¡m rabich vas und.evelopect and. held.
.i

for speculative piuposes wouLcL pay the sane tarc as one tbat r¡as

d.eveloped. wlth builðings and. tilled. fÍe1d.s. Ehe single tax on land.

wouJ-d. virbually eompel the olmer to put the fa¡no into procluction to

pay tbe cost of taxes. In so doing, there lras a reued¡r to the problen

that I'existfng poverty is not due to the w.ithÏroJ.ðine of suppJ-ies by

tion. 165the Creator, but rather to hu¡nan misnanagement Ín their d.istribu

T'lre single ü'ax aí¡oed. to prorrid.e relief from other pressing

problens of the day. At the lr4anitoba Grain Grolrerst Convention in 1p11,

F"J. Dixon outlined. how the single tanc was the J.ogical alternative to

the customs tarÍff. Facts and. figr:res vere tÍberalJy empJ.oyed. in

issues of the Graj¡r Grogerst Gulde to corroborate bis statenent: in

New Zeal-and higber land. tanes had. reðuced. customsr duties; drrring the

fiscaL year ].p1h, the Canaðian customs tariff raised. $B5rOOOrO0o whlle

a Land. tær vouLd. produee $15O,OOO,OOO, anê do it eu,si.r, "as the

tariff adds ZJ/o to errery articLe purcbases.tt lbe tax on land. values

vou1d. solve the housing problen by taking the tax off builctings thus

stÍ¡nrlating more builcling constnrction and. at tbe sa¡¡e ti.me, with a

higher Iand. tax, speculators vould. be eager to seLL land. thus hetping

to lower rents. And. as the unenployment problenr grew near the end.

6l+-' Sing1e Taxer and Ðirect LegislatÍon Bulletin, Januar¡r, 19L5,
ppe 1-2'

a- t6r/ Loc cit.
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of 1913, single tax woulcl. reLieve tha,t situation. Since ttall. enplo¡nnent

arlses directJy from the J.ancl and. r,rithout it man ls help1ess, tt a tarc on

speculative J-ancL rrorrl-d. tha,ke it easy to get and. profitable, u66 thernehy

nnJcing it easier for the trnenpJ-oyed. urban worker to go into agriculture.

!ühile the &Þ,nitoba group &icL not possess .any strong nrrmerical

strength, a n¡mber of proninent personages in the Brogressive movement

were active Ín Ít. teaders T¡ere D.W. Bucbanen, vho Tias a3'so promlnent

in the SoeiaL Senrice Couneil-; T.C. Crerar, presid.ent of the Grain

Growers¡ Conpany; Revo Sa1en Bland., preacher of the social gospel, and.

F.J. ÐÍxon, association organizer and.,1910 l,Þnitoba le,bour pa^rty

provincial cancllda,te" Obhers aetive in the Local grorrp were R.L. Scott,

R.M. Iviobius, P.I{. C].enens, N,T, McKittrick ancL 3.L. Bichard.son. fhen

from those organizatlons where these men rrere actlve ca¡ne supporbing

resolutions on tbe topÍc; for exaupJ.e, at the lúethoùist Conference in

lfinnipeg ia Jrrne, I9L5t a resolrrtion passetl urglng ministers of tbe

conference to stu$r slngle Tax. T¡s gìngl-e Tax rras parb of the broad.

educatioual eanr¡raign carried. on as wel]- as in other fleld.s: Reverend.

J.S. ffooðs¡rozth spoke to the Saskatche¡ra¡r Graio Growersr AssocÍation of

the virtues of Single Tax and. F.J. Ðixon spoke on the sane topie at

a nu¡¡ber of tlinnipeg cburches such as Central Congregationa-L Church.

A clecisive ro]-e j.n the morrenent was the. support of Joseph FeIs, the

American soap millio¡:aire. An enthusiastic follower of HenrXr George, he

had. contributed. near\r $6,OOO to the l&nitoba 
""rtrrigo.67

66 Sioefu Ta:cer anrl DÍrect Legislation 3uL].etin, Septenber L9L5t
p. 7! $!!", Decenber J.}lSt p. 1.-6fl frftr¡nerFebma.rX¡ 23, l9l\,rp.2. .LLso arbicle of Fels, Tribu¡e,
April 20, 1910, p. 2.
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In legislation, the Single Tax movement ruas connected. to the

d.enand. for home nrl-e in taxation. A r¡umber of municipalities and. dis-

tricts desired. to levy bigher taxes upon vacarrt land., but vere ¡pevented.

f'rm - so dolng by the lvlanitoba Assessment Act. That Act, however,

did. exempt agricultrrral irçrovements from taxatÍon. At the p1h session,

a resolution in the fiouse to exenpt certain forts of properby from

taxation in lfinnipeg and. T':canscona rnas refl¡sud..68 later that sane lear.r

the Ltnion of Ì¡lanitoba tûrnicipalities requested. that legÍs1atlon be

passed. to enable rornicipalities to tan roirnicipal uncultivated. land. anð

to exerrpt the resicLent tax¡rayer on properby up to 640 *""*".69

ÍÏrough it could. boast of fer^r legislative successes, Slng1e lax

was part of the progressive spiritr Dlrect Legislation aras to cure

the 111s of the body politic; Single Tæc vas its corcplenênt in revanp-

ing society.To

ê¡ An Increasing Nr¡mbeg of lrlanitoba Groups firrn to Ðireet Legi-sLation

Durring the fírst two d.eead.es of ihe tr,rentieth century, the

political. reforr 1abelIed. Direct Legislation, held. a strong appeal

f63 rnapt lvie¡ritoba,ns. Draving u¡ron conte!Ðorarlr mor¡euoents botb vithin

and. vithout the provincial- bor.¡¡darles, the advocates of Direct

Legislatton could. present strong argrrments for its ad.option. Centre

P. 5.
|Of Fæ a crlticism of Single Tax argrnents,

ed.:itor by Jacob Penner, Voicgr February J, 1p10, p.

6**, June 1p14, !$I ].rt.
6gTfu., Jarrua^:1r ?J, rglr2 lts t2h; ggide, Dece¡rber 2, Lgll+,

see a letter to the
6.
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of íts agitation was the l'&nitoba ÐÍrect Legislatlon League fo:med. in

L9O6. Among its earüest foll-owers trere S.J. Fanser¡ A.If. Rrttee, D.I{.

Buchanan, Ðr. R.S. Ttrorrrton, F.J. Dixoo¡ J.S. ?troocL, and. Jobn tfillians.

Preceèent, exanples and. sucb speakers aS F"C. Coulter of Porbland.

Oregon, were provided. by s¡ror¡rathÍzers lrithin the United. States, but

it vas a,ffairs in lr&nitoba whích largely ex¡rtained. the grolrbh of the

locaL movenent.

Basic to Ðirect LegisJ-a,tion vas the belief that the govern-

mental apparatus had. grovnr too d"istant from the peopte and. in so doing

had. become unresponsive to their wishes. ltris notion had. a parbicularJy

strong appeal to two classes at that ti¡¡e. Tbe western faimers and

urban rvorkers felt, v'ith gooð cau.ser tba,t both the Liberal anê

Consenrative parties did. not represent then. Not on\r vere fev actÍve

farmers and. labourers representecL in Farlia,nent, but neitber party

offered. adeErate relief on sucb questions as better labour lar,¡s and.

revislon of the tariff. As these tço cLasses were a najority of the

corrntryrs populatlon, it appearecl tbat there lúas somethlng basicaiJy

wrong vitbin the political systen. Jud.giag by the nt¡dber of favours

tbe,t business organÍzations read.iJy reeeived from the pubJ.ic treasu:¡r,

it l¡as easy to eonclude that the interests, vorhing through the cabinet,

controlled. the legislature. The question, tnshal-l representatives,

bosses, machines, lobbyists, corporations, monopoli.es, dolrirlate our

governmentr tt7l vas then raj.sed.

7t *tuu, Febnra:ry T, !gi-:z., p. 7.
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To cure ïanr of the i].].s of the bo{y polltic, a sim¡rle renefir,

aiming to t're-establish the sovereign rrrle of the people, * was pro-

po""ð.72 This fiat cou]d. be acconpllshed. by ernFloying tbe looLs of

Direct Legislation: the initiative - tbe autbority for the people to

origÍnate neasures, the referendr¡m - the sr¡bm:lssion for public

decision on anJr meafl¡re on demand. of a certain percentage of tbe electors;

the recal-L - the rigþt to reeall any officla3. vho does not fol-low the

wishes of the people. nlrose were the three nain measures, though

others vere a-lso mooteð, such as the com:issiOn fo:m of goverument,

proportiona,l representation ancl cinie home rule.

Trlre uanipul-ation of sueh a scbene rested. upon tbe assurption

tbat the a¡¡erage citizen vould. take an active as rrelL as a veLLå

lnforred. interest in contempora,t1r political affairs.T3 Such an

optimistic state was seen as a d.istinct possibility at that tj¡ne. The

sponsors of Dlreet Legislation could. cite the Da¡nninia¡l theory of

evolution çhich pointed. out that *ottoU hed. progressed. to a zuch

hlgher leve1 tban an ape and. cou1d. sti1l d.wel.op further.. ConsequentlJ it

seemecl natural that with the spread. of eclr¡catlon and. the more general

d.issenina,tion of hrow3-efue arnong the nasses, the people worrLd. d.euand-

a closev controL in the governnent of their country.

In practice, the vork of a ntr¡fuer of organizations was evidence

that tbe public was greatJy lnterested. 1n and. taking an active role

1n conten¡roratXr events. Ït r,rould. be quite easy to conclud.e that not

72 p.w. Buche.nan, Tovrard.s Democracyr trl. 38.
?3/ ruia., p. 1!.
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only wou1d. these groups continue to florrrish but ad.d.itioual þnes:vou-ld.

spring up" tulost outstanðing exaar¡lle of partieÍpation r¿as the Peoplets

Foru^u, wh:ich met each Sbitd.ay, 191O to L917, to hear lectures on a broad
7\

3.ist of topies.' ' As we3.l several non-parby organizations car,'rj.ed. on

year-round. educational activÍty in politics and. related. a,ffairs. lhe

Political- Equal-ity League 'was prepared. to sencL speakers about the

province to preach the sr:ffrage and. tem¡rerance causes. X4ewbers of the

I4anitoba Graio Gror¿ersr Association could. point with pride to the

d.eliberations of their local- groups and. their anrlral ttFa.r:nrersl

Parlia¡rentt' $'here ttNo ti:ne vas lost in thot airt and. there vas no

playing poJ.itics.t'T5 ltre activities of the Direct Legislation League

itseLf is ind.icative of the great degree of political Ínterest. In

tine l)LZ reporÇ its organizer FoJ. Ðixon, suunari.zed. the groups he had.

contacted.: thO meetings with an attendance of from sÍx to 600 for a

total of !1000, comprlsÍng tenperance, church, fa:merst organizations,

trade r¡nions a,nd. plain open air meetings.T6 l,lhiLe most of these

groupÉ vere comprised. of Anglo-Sa>rons, it vas possib3.e as various

immigrants becane assimilated., they too r¿ou].d. engage 1n these sane

activities. The bigh proportion of lvlan:itobans of the votersr list uho

voted. in federal eLections is of significance as to the high d.egree

of political interest¡ lf,f;6, 5O/o: 1|9OO, 6r/r; LgO:+, 69$¡, L)OB, &lo;

arrd. pLL, TBlo,77 
|

74 .gru,"" McïnnÍs, J.S. tr{ood.sr¿orbh , p. 66.
75f cuiae, Jarrvary@ ffi-!Ã?.z:
16/ wt¡T e, Decenbev 23t I)IZrp.B. In Ip10, orrer

of l-lterature. vere di.stributed..
?7 ¡ggme of General E3.ections 2L896-L9LL, (J.G.

Kingrs rrintilgT6)ffi 77, gB"

l+orooo pieces

Fo3-ey, Ottar¡a:

\ -h.
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Io the senÊe tha,t Dlrect IegisJ.a,tion aired. to ua,ke the leglslature

more reeeptlve to the general lriIl, there $as a very praetical neecl for Lt.

SeverraL ig$reg touehing utr¡on temtr¡er¡aJûce, ecl¡rcatlonr üè suftrage, requLretl

solutlon. As they crossed. party f.ines, prorrincf-al polttfcaL pa¡Éfes

nere heeitant to touch tben, andt wben they clåcl, they ofteo ",çfùt"a
then for LmecLiate polttical a,clvantage, & teuperance, for enar¡rlet both

the Lfberal and. gonEen¡a,tive pa,rbies had. usecl the tenperence forceE rrith

ecant rcltef to the J.atter. fTre qnest'1on of eelucation, ¡nå¡¡r thought, nas

not one tbat ehoultt be toseed. about in the polltica} o¡.ctr4¡

By ew¡¡Ioying the nachinery of Dlrect Legtslation, econonf.c q¡es-

tl.one as that of pubS-ie onaershlp of elevators, woulcl be tleaicled. upon

tbeir merite wlthout coasicþratlon of parbisaneblp. Grotrps tbat ôesíred.

certain ref,sr.ms con].dl avoLcl the pertls of Bolltlcal controverËIÍ 1n at-

talnlng theu. By brlngiag issues ctirectJy to tbe PeoPler the refereuctnm

worrl,cl. assure th¿t each probJ.en ryoulcL be cteeitlecl upon lts respectlve

merits, anô not confusedt by na,qy othere that a ¡¡srÈy night present

ü¡ring an electlon. In brlef, tf tbe tegislatrrre ref,t¡eecl to lnt'rochrce

a eerbaf.n plece of leglelation, the inltiatlvc vor¡"Lc1 be cqü'oyed'; tt

l¡ae tben ref,erredl back to tbe eleetorate by ref,erendru; and 1f, the

Ieglelatore acteel contrarXr to the ¡nrbL1c rriJ-l they corrLô be reca[ed..?8

?8 e¡ early msr¡eúenÈ f,or several of tbe endls envLsageel by Dlrect
LegisLation rñàs tLe FoLttLeal Refo¡m Ïhlon folserËl' ðnrlng the 1903 electlon
ãañgafgrr fn !,Ìhettoba* Arnong ortber ains lt r¡antecl the electorates of the
próf"ã." anct Donlnlon to bã, able to i-u1tiate, ratl$r, veto 1egielatiosi
fuersbip of ¡nebl.ic franehisesi aþoLlsh the spolls ayeten; abolteh thc
ea,te of L1guor profit. J. casiell llopklns, Canadåan A¡nlÞf Seviev, 1903,

p. rB5.
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During this earlif part of the.twentieth century, there vere lnerqJr questions

that had to be decid.ed. at el-ection tj.:ne - nåny more tTran today" Such

groups as the Southern l{anltoba Tentrrerance Associationr that fo¡r¡d. their

particulBr plank a politica3. football- on election dey, thus turned. to

Direct Legislation, vhile still d.eclaring that they r^¡ouId. not enter

politics.

flre arguments of its advocates night be cLinched by alrea{y

present exarrples of its operatÍonso Pre¡aier Roblln had enployed. the

referendtrn ín 1902, and. the J-ocal. option systen operated. by referendun

as did. other l-oea3. issues. 0n the initiative, it l¡as frustrating that

na;ry petitions by promfnent groups in the province vere ignored. by the

Consenrative adm:tnistration"

The intra¡sigence of tbe kenier a¡dL the rather high handed.

attitucle of the administration did uuch to spark the grolrbh of Direct

ï.egislation senti:nent. fbe introduction of a biLL to cha¡:ter a group

naned. the }¡Ianitoba For¿er Coryany in 1pt2 is a¡r .*u,q,L".79 S¡ronsored.

by the Reese $nadicate from New York, connecteö to the i{a,cl{enzie and.

I4a¡ur interests, tbe group hoped. to establish a corlporation with wid.e

rights to d.evelop the power potential of the province. fhey asked.

for peraission to acquire uunicipal p3-ants, sucb as senage, and. the

right to carry on business as a gas or vatq:!,rorks eompany. [t¡e biLL

tbreatened. to give them a monstrous potential nonoply i.n provincial

naturaL r€sotlrc€sr

-7Arv Ha"nsarðs, WP, Ivlarch J3, 1:9L2t p. 28.
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A great furor lras atroused. over a elause d.ea-Ling with the trflnnipeg

Electrlc Railway Co*p"r,y.& The latter was active i"n street railvay,

gas, electric lighting, heatrng and. porler, and the bÍIl prorrided. that the

Reese synd.icate rror¡-lcL take over a,11 but the street rallvayo At the sane

ti.ne, prorrision'was m,acle for a Rura,l- Railvay Conpany to increase its

capita]. fron $5OOr0O0 to $tOroOOrOoO and. to buiLd. lnto as wel]. as out-

side llinnipego

ïfinnipegls clty cor¡nci]. was perburbed on a u¡¡lber of cor¡nts:

first, a privaÍe monopo\r of eLectric power was being created. fn the

provinee; seeond, a threat was posed. to the city purchasing the street

raflway system in L9ãî¡ and. third., the bil-l was suspected to be parb

of some attack upon the popular mrnfelpa-L1y owned. city ÏIydro.BI Des-

pite the aJ-nost solid. non-politicaL protest movenent that sprang up

in lÍinnipeg, the biLL passed. the comittee sta€e before it d.:Íed..

The poner question is ìqporbant to an u¡rderstand.ing of the govern-

mentrs attitud.e vhich was directþ corrnter.to tbe progresslve currents

of that d.a¡¡. First, tt involved. a give-ar,ray of a tremendous pover

potentÍaL to a private concern, vhich was contrary to the growrng ðernancLs

for pubLic or,naershipo Second., the cabinetrs reaillness to nrn roughshod.

over the w'ishes of the eit¡r as expressed. by its councj.l was significant,

and. third., what ¡¡ight be more serious, Frenier Roblin tbreatecl to

invoke Section 4 of the cri-ninal cod.e to break up any d.emonstrations

& lte,rrruros, l@r }4arch 23,
BrÆ-¡4aFõ6 r¿-, tg::z,

11912, po 53.
p. 45.
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against hís po1icy.Bz To guard. against tbis threat, the O¡rposition,

wltb the aid of abstainlng Consenratives, passed. a b111 guaranteeing

the rÍghts of citizens to meet j.n an¡r nrrmber and to send. ðelegations of

an¡r size to the House or anJr comittee.

Ðespite tbe number of organlzations that supported. Direct

Legislation, the ConsenratÍve administration refused. to erant their

reguests, even though at first it had. been assrrned. tbat Rob].ín wou].ê

pass such an enabling act. 0n the boundary question, he had. lrritten

to l,aurier:

If you viIJ- ma.ke your preparations and it turns out to be
such as I cannot accept, I wiLL, with your approval, submit
the two propositions direetþ to the people of the province,
for their consideratÍon and. decisiol on the princÍ-paI of
tbe initiative and. the Referendrrn,/BJ

In 1p11, Ðirect T,egislation supporters had. firrbher cause for optÍroism

when the Prenier inforaed. a deputatlon that white he coulcl d.o nothing

at the present time, be inti-oatecL that if the Direct Legislation

League contínuecL its edr¡cational rrork he mlght be converted. to thefr

views at a l-ate" d"t".Bh

None the less, tbeír hopes were soon crushed. The pl2 cLeLe-

gation, coryosed. of representatives from tbe tr&nitoba GraÍn Gror¡ers I

Association, the Trades a^nd. I-abour CotnciJ., the Í,and. Va-lue Tanation

League and. the Royal TempJ.ars of Teryerance, waited. upon the EonourabLe

colin canpbe]-l and. asked. that the government apprcn¡e the principJ-e of

6Z

B2,figns"*As¡ 
$fEr March 30, llgitzr,p. fh,

ö3/. Guide, Decenber I, I)lO2 p. 6.
84/ Hansarcls, MP, Febnra^r¡r L5, 3)7J-, p. 3.
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Direct legislation' The ninister repJ.Íed. that the cabinet would. give
the natter Íts ttserÍous consid.eration, rr but speaking for hlmserf, ,,r

an absoluteJy opposed to such legislationr" for United. States cond.itions

coul-d. never be obtained. Ín l,Þnitoba.B5

the ,1913 sessfon of the l4ar¡:itoba legislature crystallized. Ðirect
Legislation argunents' A d.eputati.on from the group presented. a

petitfon signed. by some lorooo ir&nitobans requesting such a step.
LÍberal speakers in the Eouse harnmered. out rnan¡r of the argurents al_
reaqy citecl in its favour. lhe leader of the oppositfon¡ T,c. Nomis,
pointed' o¡¡t that Ðirect Legislation r,roul,d. help edueate the peopJ-e, allow
the people to pronounce upon inporbant questions, and in addition such

a system would. prevent hasty legÍsJ_ation.

ïheir reasonf.ng, however, failed. to sofben the hostility of
the Prerrier, who di,relt upon its ,rangers to the British constitution¡
ttr a¡n absolutely opposed. to it because lt was inapplÍcable, unwarranted.,

socialistic ar¡d. un-Bri-tish.rr After dwelling upon the d.ebauchery of
.American politics in parb due to a system of gorrer:rment of ,,d.egenerate

retrnrblicanlsm,tt Roblin cond.enned. the proposal because it stated. that
sr¡:itzerland. and. the united. states had. a better fom of goverr:nent

than the canad.ian, frrthennore, rrrt was sociaristie because it was so

revolutiona^:ry to d.estroy l¡hat had. takea eight hundred. years to buÍld.
up. nB6 He then moved. the fol-lor.¡ing a.raendment to a r.iberal motion for

u5 **r=g, T:bTg t6,_t9tz¡ MFp, Febnrary '16, rgrz, mT t3riTe egra*r F@ :.:6, t9iz, ¡ni rs[.' :r:7 -----
86/ Hansard.s, ldFp, Janua^ry AB, J:gJ:3, p. 2f.
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Ðireet Legislation; I'this Legislature affirus its be].ief that the British
fo:n'¡ of responsfbJ.e gove:nrment, as enjo,yed. b¡r the province of lvlanitoba,

is the best fo:m of government in the vorId.. t'87 Tbe LÍþerals had. to
support the anendroent, wbile the origin¿L notion Ìras d.efeated. on strict
party lines, 22 to !L" Before Íts d.efeat, l4inister Co]-dl¡eL1 renìnded.

the House that the ref,erendr¡m had. been first ad.opted. in tr?ance during

the Bevolution, ¡tand. lre all. know the r¡ntoLd. horror of the misgoverl-

ment ¡¡nd.er thet reg'l.e. "88

As Direct Legislation becane nore popular, Conser¡rativq objections

featured' tbe point that the money of the privileged. classes and. liquor
interests couLd. initiate rrnfavor¡rable J-egisJ.atlon by petitions, the

sane as other groupso

Desplte the ru¡iber of groìrps sutrlporting Dlrect Legfsratioa,

its popularity uight have been ?ÌLtch less. A referend¡m on Direct

LegÍslation in Saskatche¡ran fai3.ed. because of outright apatlry on the

part of the electo::ate. consen¡ative argr.mentrs Í¡ælicating Di.rect

Legislation with reprrblicanism and. eaneelling the British constitution

d.id" mrch to cour¡ter its popularlty, especÍallJ¡ jrn lvÞnitoba, a prw.ince

with mary .Anglo-saxons possessíng strong ties to the 01d. countryo

f. Conclusion

By r)r\, it appeared. that an aLmost po].itiea].]y invineible com-

!] frrr"*ug, rdFp, Janua¡xr .3L, llgt3,
86/ Loc. cit. P. 35.



bínation of forces from i@nltoba groups had. ind.ícated. their opposition
to the consei¡¡ative Government. prontnent a¡nong then were the

l,'þnitoba Grain Grq'rerst Assocj.ation, the l[innipeg Trades and. re,bour

Councll, the l4ethod.ist and. the ft.sSb¡rgerÍan chrrehes a¡rd. the Loyal
orange Lodge. rhey had reached. this posÍtion eÍther by outfight con_

d'e¡naation of the consen¡ative party or by supporting those subjects -
such as teu¡reranee, d.ireet legislation, suffrage - that Þeuier Bobj-in

refused. to grant"

ggs rÌ'emier opposed. these measures as uuch on political ground.s

as by personal conrrictj.on. Fo1iticalJy, Ít vould. be r¡nrcise for him

to consÍðer coDcessions i¡, edueation or teqlerance" The reforn groups

¡rere of indete::nrinate. strength. Terqlerance s¡nopatby had. met l¡:ith
several defeats in l&nitoba. lfoman suffrage and. d.irect legislatÍon
had. to overcome a strong consenrative feeLing in the province. single
tax clai-med. few supporters and. the message of the.social gospel was

largeþ confined. to a certain section of tvÞnitoba Þotesta¡rts"

of more i¡oned.iate concern to practical politics of that day

was a factor vhÍch vas dÍrectþ opposed. to the reforro senti¡rent. one

rural weekJy ad.equateþ sunrmed. up üris state of mind.¡

o . . the id.ea of graft has got such a fi¡r hold. on the averagevoter that it is useless for any poriticar. pa,rby to appear tothe people lrithout trgl-d.ing out nopes of rsonething for nothingrto eacb constituencyt fihat cloes the average ereõtor care for
î:I,!q:?"y edr¡catíon, or èirect legislation, or a reduction of
$200r000-a ye?r in the expenses of civi]. gorrenrment? $ot a, con_tÍnental! ffibe,t they ruarrt is a telephone rõr $ao. a iuu"-tLt csststhe governnent $22. to provlde, oi some other such óneap grafb asan offset to the big grafbs enjoyed. by ninisters and. pri"ãtumenbers./Bg s¡¡Yqv(

68

U9 **"nrr. Press, Jui'ry Z)r 19IO, p. h.



@

A trqe coneenrative, Prenf.er Rob1ln nelther appreciatecl aor unrterstood

the movenents th¿t threatened, the tracLi.tlon¿l orcl.er. Direct legislation,

in partlcuJer, tbreatenecl to overtbrow the very fouacla,tlon of British

parllamcntarSr gorrertnent. Iú¡fle he had. accoupJ.ished the pub3.fc ow¡er-

ship of grain el-evEtors andl telephones, both systens had. yet to be

testecL. 'lllnrs faf1lng to discern the goa,L that the local social reformers

eoughf, Rob1i¡ brancled. tben as agftators and, fadd,lsts. The refom

nor¡enent lías flrrbber condles,recl. 1n his eyes rhen nany driftedl c].sser to

the Llberal party.

Ftrture evente wouldl juetÍf$ a numbe¡ of the Prenterts critlciEns

of these usrrernents, At the tJme, however, his hoetll.ity senrecl. to

enhance bis already notorLors reputatlon ae leader of one of the most

cornrpt goremrnents 1n Ca,ns,cl1a:r polltleal bistory.
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ECONO14TC .AI\TÐ FOLTTTCAJ, DEI\¡gTOFI@I{Nr OF OBGAT{IZED

IiIAISITOBA LABOUR fO fgfh

TTIE

While there had. been d:rions in lr&nitcba since IBBots, organized.

labour played onJ¡rr*a negligible role in províncial polities in 1p10.

This was largely drre to the nature of the provÍncers-econoq¡, one

based. on the shipment of wheat and. the d.istribution of manufactureiL

goods. fhere .l¡ere few Índustrial eentres, tÍinnipeg, st. Boniface,

3rand.on, ancl Porbage 1a Prairie being the onJ¡r ones of cou.sequenceo

There was little healy industry even in these centres, the works being

prÍ:narily engaged. in light industry, public utirities, processing

plarrts and. railroad. yard.s" Ttrus trad.e unÍons in.I¡b¡ritoba Lacked. a

strong economic for¡ndation u,pon wh:ich to organize.

ã¡ Hend.:icaps to ttre Grol¡'bh of l@nitoba Trad.e Uniong

Trunigration was the second. factor that Ïrarrpered. the local labor¡r

movement. rt r¡as not the ånglo-særerl irrmigra:rt, hovever, vho pre-

sented. the problens. ReaùiJy assinjrated., he generaÏry possessed. a

technical ski].l or a supply of money to help hìmse1f get established..

It r^ras thÍs group that supplied the bul& of the trade irnion membershipo

Those that had enrigrated. from Central Europe presentecl uaq¡ more d:if-

ficulties. General'ìy lacking capital, they could. not become established.

as fa^rmers and would. drifb into the city. Once there they driftecL into

70



Gasual J.a,borr, sLnce few posseeeecù a,4r tcehnicaL skL]-l. lhfs grotrp

cot¡.lil be fonndl. on raL}ray eonstrtrctlon crEne ancl. publlc sorke furfng

t'Ì¡e eumer, atteqrting to earn enqlgþ to tiilE tbeu over tbe grack

winter ECêEo[r

rt vas d.tflftctút to ctgvlse ary fmedl.ate remed,ies for their
precarlouo exfeteace. inrtrrrtv, they vere an ÍqroseibJ.c group to

orga,ufze. Ihl¡ibued. rrith the spirlt of u¡rlonfsn ancl sortclarityr ffid

illlterate, they r¡ere fïrther eeBaratecl fron the tra,f,e rrnlon lea,cl.erE

by dlfferences of natlonerlty ancl languege. aqr etrceese in raiolng

their pay by organf.za,tlon co¡rcl only be tew¡rora,rry, sinee there sere

countlees ngw tñn{grants arri.vrng daily to ta,ke the pLaces of those

nho ntght esuse any trouble for thetr erployerß.I

Tradê u¡Lon nenbers, though ln a stronger bargaialng posttfon

tbân the Eìrro¡nan rm'rf gFants, aleo faeeel tbe threat of losin8 thefr

Joba to ne¡r lhnítoba,as. fn p0l, a.etrfke by tbe Interna,tfonal

Ty¡rograp¡riceL lhlon nas broken a,fber the nnns€enent conch¡,etecl. an

o\¡erse8,s canvaÉ for uore help. severar years J.ater, the Tñnntpeg

ElectrLc Coupa.ry broke a 1ocal etrike by fu¡lorting rrr¡mrgrante aglvlng
2in Toronto. If tt vere trtoselbLe to cr¡rb tbe rmion, lt r¡as ro¡ch nore

easy to cto so to the {nqfgfantr ïho rrorkect 1a a eitr¡atlon where the

forces of alpply ancl ritemancl operatedl nnhauperecl.

f|he t¡ra,cle unions f,acedl anotber restraíat through the eqrlc¡pent
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of rromen in inðustry.3 Ítre relative\y lon leve]- of lrages for feuale

empJ.oyees reflected. the general confusion as to voments status Ín

industrlr. StrouLcL her wage scale be regulateð on her status as a member

of the faniþ, an ind.epend.ent worker, or as breadviner of a fanijy?

rt vas d.ifficul-t to ascertain the appropriate wageo But tbe question

beeane Erite serious as the nr:mbers of ¡rornan workers becane more

numerouss By p11, there vere JJr36h rn llinnipeg alone, and. double

that throughout the province. fhree-quarters of these vomen vere

enpJ-oyetL ia workshops, offices and. retail- estaþlisbmeot".h sbeno-

graphers and. bookkeepers averaged. $35.00 to $?5.o0 per month, sales-

lad.ies, a Lower vag€r }&^r1y found. enplo¡ment as domestics at rron $15

tofu5 per month; this field. rareþ had. the supply of vomen catch up to

the demand.. Strch miscellaneous industries as nattress making and.

cÍgar ro]-ling were parbicurarþ noted. for their loi+ vages, rn one

sunrey of ]:65 gfrls Ín industlïr, one-eighth were over twenty years

of age, one receivea $f5 per veek, a second. $12, slx nore $10,

ser¡enteen fron $J to b9, the remaining il¡o had. wages as Lor,¡ as $e per

week.5 rt was eoroon\r agreed. that it required. about $p a week as

a basic mlnimun to keep the girS-s clecenÍ, A snall number of pro-

fesslonal Tromen could. earn higher salaries, the range i.n teachersl

salaries being fron $5OO to$UæO a year.

T2

Srrnrey Boe,rd., provinFoffir-lffier6hõ--lg$) .
4/ l,a¡our Gazette, Î@x L915, þ. 128h.

3" A. Odd.son, The T'¡rfi¡].oynent of Ìfômen in l&nitoba. (Econouic

andrnùr-stãTãÍ-El¡iæ-1w-iñiïE:@

4/, Labour Gazette, Î@ry L)IJ, p
" )/ lAanitoba: &epog! of the Roy

l+f f,a¡our Gazette, 1@,y L)l:J-, p. 128[.
J/ Nla¡.it,oba: ßegoït of the Royal Comrission on Technical Education
ustntar tra'inineTiñiFE:@'@ Ðrffi
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übi]-e women rrere an, inæortarrt part of the labour force, there

vere few Lavs to protect them fr.om exploitation and. the ones that d.id.

were not, too restrictive. TÍlre strops ReguJ.ation Act, for exanpre,

althougþ it regulated the nt¡niber of hor.¡rs a girl might be em¡rloyed-,

still pertitted. those under si¡rteen to work up to seventy-four hours

i.n one rtreeh. fhe lever of their pa,rr h sone cases scar¡da,lousJy row,

caused. líttle pubJ.lc concern and .l¡hen it ûicL, it r,ras usualþ aeong

private groups that vishecl to protect the workÍng girl-s from teurp

tations upon their morality. Cltataeteristic of this attitucLe ¡,ras

the im¡estÍgation canied. out by the university I'Iomen¡s club of

ÎliruriBeg, vhich after fínd.ing out that the average salesrrouan failed.

to earn $p a rreek, strongSy recomrend.ed. the provision of board.ing

homes for the latterrs protection, conpleteþ iguoring the question

of grarrting them bigher pay.6

lfie najority of T\ro&en lr€Tê ooil-unionist. There Ìras one fema].e union

or 1+oo mernbers Ín the ga:ment trade, and. in a fel¡ trad.es they shared.

ioint organizatj-ons with men. Few groups beca¡ne interested. in their
pJ-ight exeept for sporad.;ic investigationso Oúle organization that d.id

tras the !ilomenf s le,bour League, a s¡nall group nainJy composed. of wives

of active trade r.¡¡ion næ,bers. fhe League attenpted., a,mong other

objectives, to organi-ze the lrorking girls into r,¡nions, to qarE.,ais

for suffrage, and. to strive for equal pay for e$ral. *ork.7

o ilork of lfonen in Deparbnent Stores In trfinnipeg,t/@W'.tffi;T;ffi,Tu@ p. 1).
L910, p. 9.
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Ehe Corrrts played. ¿11 imForbant role in curtailing the operati.ons

of trad.e unions during this earþ period." The structural Íron workers,

macbinists, moulders and- plumbers r.mion in llin¡ipeg had. Lost their
organization in unsuccessful strikes for higher l"rages and. shorber hours.

TbeÍr employer, the vulcan rron $lorks, had. takea courb action against

Lts striking enployees. Jud.ge ivÞ,thers awarded. the conrpa^r:y $!00

d.amages and. costs of some $5ooo,B against the union, plus an injunc-
'tion prohibÍtÍng strikers from picketing. fh.e l-oca] lod.ges found. it
d'ifficult to pay such a large sum. ftr.e em¡llq¡aent of the injrrnction

was not uncolmon. lÍ3ren, in an action d.irected. against the p}rurbers,

unlon pa¡rment of d.a.naages proved- to be hear6r, the rrn:ion was forced.

to d.isband.. Faced. by such a threat, nra.qr loca]- rrnions vere relueta¡et

to r¡nd.erbakeagressive'action, as one local labour spokesnan com-

mented-: ttlt is not t-ike]y that these lod.ges are anxious for a¡T¡ more

lawsuÍts. i'

Notwithstanding these ilifficulties, unions continued to agitate

for higher TÀrages, shorter hours and. recognition. They met with varying

d.egrees of successo During the long period. of economie prosperity,

l,¡ages generalþ lagged. behind. the price rise; with the outbreak of
the Balkan llars 1n ]r9].3t rnåny ¡rorlcers ¡¡ere laid. off while others had.

their wages cut. strikes lrere ì¡ncormon. A few of notable ones con-

cerned. the vulcan rron lforks, the llÍnnlpeg EtectrÍc Rairway conea,n/

B
Ioi*, Febrrra.:gr 18, 191-0, po 1.

)/ Ïtú-s strike is Ínteresting in that it uas one of the.earliest
record.ed. synpatÏ:y strikes in ÌfÍnnipeg. Íhe ga-rment vorkers and. cap
workers refusecL to make unÍfo:ms for the strike-brealsers e,n3loyed. by the
lfinnipeg ELectric Railway corya,qr. l,abour Gazette, November, 1910, p.536.



and. the Grand. Tr"ur,} Pacific, tlrree fi::r¡s with poor reputations arnong

labouring folk. Another strike of interest coacerned. the Great T,[est

sadûlery coryargr, l¡hen that conpany atterapted. to compel its nen not

to join u, *riot.lo The general intoLeraÀnce of rnany fÍrms torøard.s the

aspirations of the organized. labotrr ].ef-b a reslùre of he.tred. for the

fltture.

b. Trade Union Nr¡mbers a¡rd. Lead.ership

Nevertheless, union organization continued, untiL by 1p10 there

vere l-oh locaLs in the p=ovÍn"".lI Ttre raih,ra¡r ¡,mions with h3 and. the

metal. and. build.lng trad.es r'u-Íth 19 each, d.omiuated. the others" flre

unions in the provÍnce r,rere united. under the l&nÍtoba Trad.es and. l,aborrr

Councll, Und.er this boQy there vere four J.ocal- Trad.es and. labour

Councf.ls, tr¡o in trefinn:ipeg, one each Ì.:r Portage Ia PraÍrie and. 3rand.on.

Other locals nrere scattered. about the province, prÍ:rariþ 1n railway

tolrns, J.ike DauphÍn and. Souris. flre two ïlÍnnipeg Councils were dí-

vid.ed. 1nùo those unions concerned with the railways and. then the

other traðes. It is the latter eouncil, the tr[iruelpeg Trades antL ],abor¡r

council, that d.o¡uinated. union affafrs ín ldanitoba by virtue of Íts
numbers and. strategic position in the provinc.éls capital. The leaðer-
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10--*- Labor¡r. Gazefte, Novenber, L}LL, pp. 430, )+77; Voice, October
13, 19L1, p. f

1l-/ Ibfd.., AprirJ., l9\I, p. lropO; Canada, Department of Laborrr,
Sessiona*l Paper No. 36, 1936, pp, ILO-111. Menrbership figures are
d.ifficult to ascerbain. Of 132 l-ocal.s Ln l!.lJ, only 58 wittr 8r6tO
menbers reporbed. Trad.e union nrmbers wouLd. be higher before the var,
since the depresslons and. outbreaJ< of hostilÍties hsd. d.ecreesed. their
rolLs.
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ship of local Iaþour vas strongly influencecL by nen vith Srltisb l¿bor:r

er¡rerience, consequent]y it vas graðtraListic and concerned' with moèerate

ðenaild.s in the J.egislative and' economic spheres'

CoGrov-ingÐissatisfagtionwithtbelebolrLegislationofthe
6itõt Gorrerrrment

Relatlons between the 10ca1 Traðes corrncil a'nd the l&nÍtoba

provincia-l Government On natters of labour legislation usualJy were

none too corèial. Legislation that had þeen passed' for labour was

pri.nariSy concerned witb cond.ítions at work, safety at vork, regulations

on minorsr and. fenalesr hor¡rs of laþour and- also compensation for

injury. fþe three acts concerned with cond.itions vere tlre Factory Act'

regulating the hours of vork and. vorking cond.itions¡ the slrops Regula-

tÍ.onAct,v}richspeeified.thehoursofopeninganèagesofthose

enployed.; and. tbe 3uild.ing Trades Protection Act, r¡hieh d.ealt ¡,¡.ith

the provision of cerbaj¡' protective devices at work'

TheFactorlrActvasconstsnt]yurrderfirebytheCorrncilfor

its l€,ck of enforce.ment. ïn 1p10, the prorrincial factory inspectorrs

reporbstated.tha,thehad.rnadel,0T3inspeetions,afacttha.tthe

voÍce fo'nd. hard to bel-ieve unless ttthe inspectioR l¡as from tbe out-

side.,'l2 EarJy in 1p11, a delegation to Frern:ier Roblin askeð for a

vona,nfactoryinspectorasve]-lasappointmentofastroplnspec.bor

arrd.betterenforcementoftheFaetoryAct.BySeptenberofthesape

Year¡thegover^nnenthe,d.d.onenothing.Arrothermeetingwasheld,

12 _-
ll9$r April B, 1910, p' Ii s1!., APril Lgt L9LO, P' 1'
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this tj¡ne r,rith Roberb Rogers, lforks Mi.ni-ster, vho assured. the d.elegation

that the proper enforceurent would. be uade. rt took until- the begin_

ning of 1plJ for an a¡rendnent for more er¡forcement to be nad.e by the

Governmeot' 3y that tÍ¡ne, the Ìilinnipeg Trad.e and. Laborrr Council had.

passed. a resolutÍon that ttthe work of the present factory inspeetor
justifies the conviction that to,alr praetical purtrloses there is no

faetory act in the provio"u.t,l3

' rn Jrrþ of 'L)rz, the provirncial factory inspector, D.A. snith
d.ied. I,lhile he :þ¿¿ he1d. the job for thirteen years, his duties had.

been sufficient,þ light that he could. continue to be a praeticing

architect. lfe had. been r.mder fire from the Trad.es Council sÍnce 1p0J

and. allegeðl¡r retained. his position by tþoliticar influence.,,lh on

his d.eath, the governmeut rras in little haste to appoint a successor,

and for three months, the act was practiealþ suspend.ed.. The

appoÍntment was qulte 'ínrrortant, since the statute lefb Ít open to
either the lleutenànt-gove¡raor-in-counciL or the mumieipality to be

responsÍbl,e for this duty and. the latter was gaite loath to ta.lce

advantage of the opportunity. After a worker was kiIIed. on the con-

struction of the Forb Garry frotel, the government appointed. T[.H.

Reeve, the provinclal- fair vage offlcer, as inspector. rhe nr¡¡nerous

requests for a Ia{y factory inspeetor from such d.iverse organizati.ons

as the Political Eguality r.eag¡¡e, the ïfinr.r.ipeg social si.Íence club

and. the Trad.es and. Labour council, were ignored.. By lpll+, guite

t3 uor"", Nove¡rber B, rgrz, p; r.1t+Æ., Ifovenbe" âzr- tgr;, p. 1.
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annoyed witb gwertmentts poor record., the Voice proelaimed.: t,How na4¡r

men lrill be kil-Ied' in this ÞovÍnce through the faÍIr¡re of the Goverrr-

ment to enforce its o¡rn factory lalrs and. see tbat the u¿chinery fs
properþ protected?" 15

The shops Act r,ras anotber poorþ enforced. statute. rn J.!12,

an ed'itorial in the Vof,ce stated. tbat thÍs act found.ed. in l@,nitoban

statutes twelve years ago was tti'4Fotent and. lifel-ess.,,16 f,¡e provlncÍa1
fair wage scheilule vas altered. ia 1911+ w1thorrt the prorrincial officials
making any atteupt to consult the trades concerned.. Ttre carpenters,

for exa,mple, rrhose rate vas i5/ pet hour ¡r:ith a fifby hour ueek under

the fomer schedule, no'!r vere d.ivid.ed. lnto three classiflcations, the

lor,rest scale being a sixty bour week at, 3|¡/ pu" ho*.17 Ïrhile the
government night have d.one thls for efficiency and. to give higher pay

to those vho were ex¡rerienced. artisaus, union sentfment felt tbet this
rras an attenpt to lor¿er the wages of the 'najority of workerso

.A¡nual delegations fron the Trades and Laþour CorrnciL attend.ed

the prorinciaL government r¡.ith recomnendations of a mod.erate nature

f,or leglslation. rdany of these requests d.ealt with amendments to
exlsting lavs, such as a provision for better and. safer cond.Ítions on

street ca^rs, the prorrisÍon of an inquest to be herd in, case of viol_ent

cLeath a^ncl the inclusion of the Chinese ].aud.ries u¡d.er the Factories

t? u.!93, July J0, Igi-l+, p. J-.

I2/, W.r {anuary 26, tgl.:z, p. 1; MFp, Febnraxgr Z, 19Il+, pw A2A.

" tT Voicgr_Anrir lJ, 19LL, p. tj r¡@î; tuþ.rch i5, igio, é. 3.The lowest schedule in the lpro.schedúeiãã ine oreinaily iatóuier,
who worked a ten hour d.ay "t æl per hour.
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Act. lhree perennial apBlicatioas were for the aboLltion of the election
d.eposÍ.t Ín provlnciaL eLections, onc promptecL by the sealr amouat of
union ca¡n3aign f'r.rnd's¡ the use of the rrnion J.abel on all gover:nment print-
ing; and the estabrishnent of a free empro¡ment Burea!.

lbe adninistrationrs reeord. in satisfþing these requests was

none too frpresslve, and. many $retre the delegations who r¿ouLd. reporü

that tton most Ítems the response was rrnsatisfactory. rt 18 Ìrhire m:inor

matters couId. be ad.justed., zucb as the regulation prohibiting boys

r:nd.er sixteen from operating eLevators, the government apBeared to
reserve anJr more legislative activity r.¡ntil just before q7r election.
kior to the lplo eontest there was the passage of the lÍorhenrs
Compensation Act; then a flurry of concesslons before the election four
years later, such as the prouise by the prenier to pass regisLation for
a r,abour Bureau and. tbe appointnent of more factory Ínspectorsn rn the

latter case, the Prenier appa,lîentþ forgot a¡a earlier stateuent he bacL

nad.e d,isparaging zuch a request. After eoaclud.ing a quick tour he

had mad'e of Ìlinnipeg factories, he believed. tbat there was no such need

for an inspector, ancL felt ttr an abLe to congratulate the enployers on

the excellent conditlons prevaiJ-ing. ttl9

Not that gþgprovinclar- gwernment was totalþ backnard. in its
legfslation, for ín 1p10, the Forhenrs compensatiou Act lras revanped.

T'lre Trad.es and. Labor¡r Council exclai-medl that ttthe l,,Ianitoba Act excels

all other Canad.ian compensation acts in the n¡¡mber of classes of work-

tU p1*, ivÞrch B, :Lgtz, po 1.19/ id.,, Janua;gr 9, L}LI+, B. 1.



men to which the act applies.rt æ rh rad.Íear change from previous

legislatlon Ín }hnftoba¡ t' ã declared. the ï,aborrr Gazette. The act ruas

not l-a¡¡ish in its scope, but judging fron the cond.itfons of the dey,

¡¡as. satisfactory. rt was not applicable to agrlculture, or an¡r work

invorving nacbinery on the fa,lro. rt excÏ¡d.ed. those earning $raoo or

more per year and. pa¡nnents ¡rere not to exceed. $f5OO a¡¡d. not more than

$ro a r,¡eek. rt exclud.ed. all but nanuaL labour and a person could.

onþ collect if the accident wer:e not the fauLt of the worhÊno TÌre

act 1s noteworbtqr in the large nu¡rber of unÍon men that sat on the

Royal comission preparing the backgrorrnd. on it. T|he relationship
between the goverament a,nd. the Trad.es corrncir rare\r clashed. on the

operation of the Aet. IvÞ,ry cases coming und.er its provision were

settled. r,¡:ithout arqr resorb to cor¡rts or 1al6rers, a factor that had. .

previousJ¡r eaten up the meager pa¡roents that nlght be won through

court action. ^Amendments to the Act were von in future years exbend.ing

its provisions. It Ís lnteresting to note tbat pl.cm.is¡ Bob1in ¡¿or¡ld.

not grant f¡rrther extensions unless the ].ocaL lvÞnufaeturest Association

agreed- to then. rn Jr,me of IplJ such a neeting was herd. betr,reen the

government, uanufacturers ar¡d. trad.e unions, d.ecid.ing on a fl¡rther
extension"22
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- vgigg, Janua":ry 6, r9rr, Þ. f! rbid.., Januarxr 1)+, 1911, p. l+i

fbid.., t'Þ.1ch 18, 1911, p. 1! Ibial.r Auguãã-[, lgLL, i.6.' '
21/, Iabour Gazette, Novenber lO, 1910, p. 601.
22/ Yo|ce, January 24, J;9J3r p. l.
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c[. A Feellng of Fo]-itical Is'olatíon

ILre root sause of legislative indifference to labour vas their

complete lack of representation 1n the Legislature until 1911+. In all
eity rlcLings but North and. lfest Triinnipeg, those seats çbere:ther€,..rr&€ not a

concentration of orgauÍzed. workers, Conseriratives were M.L.A. rs. As

the Conservative party vas not kno¡m as a frieniL of labour, the marrtle

of being the unofflcial spokesrnan for Labour feIL upon the should.ers

of S. Hart Green, the North ïlinnipeg Liberal member. Icthil.e unconnected.

to the Tbades and. Labour Council, he stiIl represented. ruan¡r of their

views of labour legÍslation during the 1p11 to 1.p1l+ 
"u""Íorr".23 I&,

Green vas al.so active in seeklng a zuperanrnra,tion pJ.an for provincial

cfviJ. servants and. obtaÍning better working cond.itions for telephoae

employees, some of nbom on\r received. $2! per month,

labour faced. another hand.icap Ín that a large najority of the

provineial- me¡rbers d.id. not u.nd.erstand. the aspirations of the labouring

grorlp. l4aa¡r were famers and. had. little ex¡rerience mith the r:rban

rdorkero Others r,rho have had. more experience, Ì,rere onþ fami tiar with

the smal-l shop, in a cour¡try vi3.lage, where employer-employee relations

vere generally lnti.:nate and. frienèly. In lflnnipeg and. the few other

provincial urban centres, closer sy:npatlry 1¡¿s hampered beca,use the

city vas t'separated. by cJ-ass as to resld.ential d.istricts, social life
2\

anð to a d.egree, worship,tt Trade unions further lost approval by the

comrrn:ity because of the belief that their frrnction vas unnatrrral,

23 H"o"""d.", EE, Febrtra^rry it|, ltgillL, p. ?.
at+@ socÍat oeíetopnent oi canaaa (Toronto: univ-

eralty of Toronto kess, L9\2)r p. \52¡, J.s.lfoodsworthron the lfaterfront,
pþ. 29-30.



being contrarXr to the popul-ar belief in the efficlency of laissez-faj.re

and. the free flov of suppþ aniL d.emand.o AE unlons soìrght artiflcial-

restrictions, they lloul-d. bring increased. suffering upon other 
"1u,ssu".25

Laþour thus felt poIlticalþ,isolated.. ntre priae reason stated.

by Voice l¡as tbat 'tthe poS.iticÍan of the day has no s¡rrrpatby wÍth Labor.¡r.

This feeling was enpbasised. by the eomplete aþsence of laborrr represent-

ation, not just of party, but a member of their omr cLass, in the

Legislature. R.A. R:Ígg, secretal¡r of the lfinnipeg Traðes and. Laþour

Council for a number of years, attributed. the lack of representation

to be the reason for the non-enforce,ment of }&nitoba labour statutesn

e. .Qgggr¡ize<! Labour Plays a Ï€.rger RoLe in l¡bnitoba Fo].itics

To obtain a greater volce in the Legislature beca¡ne a more

ìmportant interest of ].oca]. usions d:rring the second. ctecacLe of the

twentieth centurXr. fheir lnterest centered. on politics, feeLera$r,

provincialJy, and mrnieipally. llhlle this feeLing began to intensiflr

aþout the J.pJ.O to l)LJ periocl., labourls roLe in prorri.nclal politics

went back two d.ecacLes Ín l¡ÞnÍtoba historyi The record. was one of few

notabte victories anct na,qy defeats. In 1895, the fÍrst labor¡r

aldennan, Charles Hislop, was elected. in Ïfinnipeg. lhat same year

saw the organization of the Winnipeg Labour Farty, the fj-rst of

a suceession of short-lived. labour parties. A federal by-election in

Bz
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25 wr*rip"e Saturday ¡9st, April 6, :t9:;o,
27, l)LO, p. 1.

z6f vo¡"ce, ¡&ðr 6, igJ:o, p. 1o

p, 1j IbÍd., August
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sions for aLL persons over fifty years of age, and. acleguate provision

for aIL icid.ows and. disabJ-ed. workers¡ taxation of lancl values; equal suf-

frage to vomen. f'be nrr¡rerous planks expressed. byiithe growÍng liberal-

moveurent reveal the influenee of its leacLers over labour. The previous

labour political group, the Wi.nnipeg lW.micipal League, vas absorbed.

Ínto this nerrr groupo

Íhe J.pl0 election brought felr rer¡ard.s for the nascent labour party.

After prolonged. debate, the original lntention of the party to rrrn

several canclidates was dropped. and. ít r¡as decj.cLed. to focus attentÍon

upon one seat. ltre reasons for this move vere the J.ack of support and

fÍ.nances, the nelrness of the organization a¡rd. the necessity of avoid.ing

any clash vith the Socialists. Early in June, F"J. Ðixon was nom:inated.

as the parbyrs cand.iclate for Centre Winnipeg. tfhile Dixon has often been

d.escribed. as a tiberal raith a large ttl,t' in this perÍod, the evidence

points to his position as an ind.epend.ent Liberal-Labour uan. His

pl.atforlr coatained. planks from both the lt[anitoba Labour anÔ Liberal

partÍes and. these, i:r add.ltion to several others, were the main ptanirs:

d.irect legislation, public omrership of publÍc utiHties, naking the

l-oeaI veto operatíve, eonpulsory education, and. rrhat he consj.èered. to be

most irmBortant, the need. for single tanc. 0n several occasioas, Dixon
28

stressed. bis labour affiliation. In plo, it should. be remenibered. that

the labour parby first nomlnated him" It was on\r when the J.iberal.s

28--- See¡ note by F.J. ÐÍxon that he was an ind.ependent, not a
Liberal, in the Voice, February 3)t L915, p. 1! his speech on the need.

for laborrr representãtion in the l4anitoba Legislature, Tribu¡e, fuly 7,
1910, p. 1l; TeS.egran, Ju3y 4, 19LO, p, 9i ar¡d. It&nÍfestO to the Elestcn4s
of tlinnipeg @!g, P.A.M. For a short sketch see: Roy St. George Stubbs,

@(Toronto: Mccreltand. & stevart Limited., 195Ì!)r pp. B5-ttB.
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sav that they would. be defeated. if they ran another man of their or,m,

that party gave Dlxon their end.orsement, As it turned. out, F.J. Dixon

lras quite successfrrl fn the lp].o calnpaignr onJry being d.efeated. by the

strong opponent, T.ll. Taylor, by less thå^tr 100 votes out of a total of
DO

4OOO.-' In Asslniboia, John ColvÍn, ran uncLer the labe]. of a LiberaL-

Labour, but hls platform revealed. that he Ìras more Liberal than Labor¡r.3O

It inclucled. most points incorporated. in the Liberal platfo:m and. such

planks for Labor¡rrs approval as the eight hour day for l¡orkers and.

technfcal education at governmentrs e:cpense. He ran far behind. his

onJy opponent, a Consewative. fhe Soclalist Party of Canada ran three

cand.idates, who traiLed^ the field. fhe rnain feature of their cnrqFaigrr

was ra¡l attenpt to defeat Díxon. I'he Sociali-sts accused. hi¡n of d.eserting

labour to rnake tta coupact with the Liber"rs. u 31 ThÍs charge was

rebutted. by the Voice whlch stated that the only d.ea1 vas one 'between

tbe sociali"t p"il,.¿ the conse:¡¡atfves to defeat Dlxon. t'' 32

ÐrirÍng the inten¡a1 between the 1910 and. IpJ-l+ provincial elections,

labour activity in poS.itical action did. not cease. Eaeb year cand.ida,tes

were nouinated. in the mrnicipal elections of trinnipeg and. suburbs. ït
was partieularly imporbant that they gain some representation on the

Iocal bod:ies since the latter eontrolled" 'housing, sanitation, pubJ-ie

Ð Results! T.ïf. TayJ.or, Conser¡¡ative - ÐL2¡ F.J. Ðixol - Lg3gt
If.S. Cr.m¡m:i:cgs, Social.ist - p!. Parlianenta¡Tr Guiðe, 191h, p. \76.
. 3of voíce, Juty B, t9to, @rtisement. Àlso,

MFP, June,3, 1910, El{ 109.
3V ]ioig=, August t), t)l:O, p.6"
32/ Ttnie conflict betr^¡een the two groups vas a long-starrd.ing one.

See Ibid., Januar¡r 4t 1909, p. 3.
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health, parks, ebarity ancl, other õtepa,rtneats .of ¡nrbLic effort. "33

.Anong tbe iEsues tÌe,t vere presseô oa tbe locaL 6cene r,rere the eEtabLlsh-

ment of a rorn1clpa3.ly ownecl anct operateô hoepltal, the extenslon of

the franchiee to a.1l those over tventy-one years of age ancl a runleipaL

housing scher¡e. LttfLe ruececs carne their wa¡r in the eivf.c fieldl, trlth

eucceasive clefeats be{ng tbefr lot until 1911¡.. Íhat year sar¡ three

cancliclatee eJ.ecteél, one of then beiog ¡¡bË. J.K. Browo, the f,irst trolnan

on tbe lfinnipeg echoo3. boarcl. In lp0p, Robert Srore, beca¡ue the flrEt

labour altle:snnn eLnce LBg5.

ll\ro labotr candLclatec were nmlnatecl to run in the I9Ll f,edera]-

eleetfon, one in lllnnipeg and. one Ín Selktrk. R.A. RÍgBr the !Ílnnipeg

noninee, atteuptecL to steer the i.nterest of the eLection awa¡r f,rø
"lÀrecÍproclty to nEtterE he coasiclerecl üore pres6ing.J+ In his pLa,tform,

Blgg ca,Llecl for the etgbt hotu vorking clnyr the abo].l.tion of chlJ.d labour,

the abotitfon of the Sen¿te, cLlreet legisJ.etloa, state snr¡rport of al-L

rnorkers cLJ.Eabl-edl by slekneos or oltl age, aboLftfsn of, eLectioa clcposLts,

ancL cm¡x,r.lsory veekJy ¡u¡ment of wages. tlttle Le knos¡l of the other

canclL€l¿te¡ 11. Eolowac$, who ran rrltb tbc backing of, the Socia.L Denocretfe

Party. Both cancLiclateE f,aLleð to na.ke a ehowlng la the eleetioa.35

33 Voro", Soveuber lît p. 1. trôrui.eilnL Electfoa Pl¡,tfom, s!!.,
Novsiber ?.5, L}LO, p. 1.

3lr/ íþia.r- septcuiber 8, 1911, p. 6.
35/ ffit¡e : winntpegr A. Eaesa¡t (c), far?5hi.lu. Re¡doma (r.),

8roÞ¡ R.A. Bigg (r,atoæ), 2fl2.5t selkirki -G. Bradbrrrlr (c), 3r@8; A.R.
Bieatin (I,), 3rOrf¡ W. Ho].qracty (¡dþor¡¡), a3l+. Farlåe¡¡eptar¡¡ Gülde, L9L2t
pp. 2JL, 268.
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soon a^fter, it vas d.ecid.ed. that the r,rorking class reo.uired. a

poLiticaL arrc greater in reach than the influenee of the lrfanitoba Labour

ParW, vhich was primariJ¡r concerned. r,rith the trad.e unions. A new

organízation rqas for.rrded., the T,abour Representation Corunitiee, mod.el-led.

"along the lines of the Labour Representation League of Great Britain."36

Ifith an elastic constitoiioo, it ained. at drawing together the various

working classesr political groups into one fíghting force. At the

organi.zational meeting, some thirty unions ïrere represented., plus

d.eJ-egates from the Soeialist Party of Canad.a and. the Social DemoeratÍc

Party" The presence of the two Socialist grolrps d.id. not mean that labour

was shifbing further left. A motion that the Þart¡rrs objeet be the
Î¡estaþLishment of the Social-ist comnonwealth." T.ras d-efeated.. A very nr:i1d.

one nas substituted.: ttÏo secure labour representation on aLL legi.slative

and. ad¡Tinistrative bod.ies""37 The platforrn that was dram up lras

quite sj¡nil-ar to that of the 19IO l{anitoba Labour Parby, although there

was more prominence given to civíc a,ffairs ar¡d. the plarrks on d.irect

legislation, suffrage a¡r.d. the single ta;( l¡ere on-itted.o ùioderates as

R.A. Sigg¡ ,5'J. Far:r¡er and A.?tr" Prrttee were pronrinent on the exeeutiven

rn its first venture into poritics, the 1913 civie erections, the group

roet with d.efeat.

As the 1p14 prørÍneial election approaehed, a.ctirre preparatÍons

were mad.e for the nomÍnation of Laþour eand.id.ates. Official labour

opinÍon ignored. tbe advanees put forbh by the tiberal .party to attract

36 
. ,*rolrnu, Iularch 3, L9I3t p. l+. See Appendix Ð.

37/ Võice, october LB, L9I2, pe Ic
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their voteo The growing feeling a¡nong the laborring group r,ras that tti¡e

cannot expect a class uïrose interests are absolute\r opposed. to the vage

earner, r,rhen something naterial. is involved., to !-egisl-ate against their
:Q

own interest"tt J' Drring the course of tbe cam¡raign, they beca,rne

fr¡rther estra,aged. from the Liberal-s, ftieir view,of the i-uportarrt

Iiberal planJr on teurpera,nce T4ras attacked., as organized. labour dj-ê "not

believe that banishing the bar will be of the sllghtest use in ovef-

coming the evils it proposes to abolish." 39 Tlre Boliticat Equality

LeagUe r,¡a,s branded as "a J.eft r,rÍng of the Liberal partyr "Snun it failed-

to invite a Labor¡r ca¡rd.idate but d.icL invite a LiberaL to one of Íts

meetings in El-uç¡ood. These statement are in clefinite contrast to those

uttered- ln favour of the local Liberals in the previous provincial

election.

f. Iocal SocÍallsts Extr¡erlenee a Critical- Period.

flxe SocíaLists |n the province were also going through a period

of transfomatlon' 1910, il' particular, Ìras a crucial year whi,ch sav

the ôecision rnade vhether the group would. remaj.n a voiceless u:inority

or molre fo:r¡ard. potitieal-Jy. I¡trost of the Socialist menbership vas

drarnr from the i-lmigrant class. One erception was George Artstrong,

born in Eastern Canada,, a¡rd. one of the prÍme movers behind. the found.ing

of the loca1 Socialist Party of Ca¡rada shortþ after the turn of the

38 *ro,*e, Aprll 10, 1914, p. 1.
3g/ffi ürne 22' LgrI+, p. 1.
!o/ ffi., ¡4ay B, t9tlr, p. 1.
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centuï¡r. I&mbero t¡ere Eeattered. about the provlnee, but ite ilüiberE

Tere fev. One fru¡or"tant reason f,or tbe numerieaL vea,lmess nas the

grolple attention to theory ancL its faf.lure to offer any fnterest fn

imectiate condlltions. It nae somevhat (hvolcl. f?om reallty and. bacl ecant

appea.L æong the practícaL vorhen, fræ rrbose rankE ft ¡¡or¡l-ct have to

gEin coar¡erts fn orcler to zucceecl. Those meaouree dealing vith f,actory

regnrls,tÍons a¡rdLfbir uage Jaws were sneerecl at as mereþ poetpontrag the

dtay of oaptta3.lmre eolJapse, tbue being unnort\y of the Fart'yrr at-

tention. lfhe three fr¡nttanentaL principles of the Pa,rty werei

tÎle lib,terlaLÍetic Conceptlon of Hintory uhich ebovs that
soeie,Lfsn is ao dream, but that lt bas an hietorl.ceJ. baele;
llbe TheorT of ftrr¡rJ*re Value ¡rointe out quite clearJy th¿t the
vorkere procluce far more than they get in return for their
laþour andl tbs,t they are robbecl. as prorlu,care; llhe O3.ass
Stnrggle shons tba,t' the Lnterest of the worhers iE not th¿t of
thelr np,sters anit th¿t the workers ur¡st unite as a cl¿es 1f they
ever hope to gain euancipatl.on f,rø econo¡ric senrttuôe./ht

llbe SoclaLlet Parby of Canacls nonLnatecl eandid"ates at an earlry

cl¿te bef,ore the Ip10 election. George Armstrong wae to conteet West

?finnipeg ancL EcL l'rrlcher North !û1nq:ipeg. Drlng the canpeign no at-

tenpt at eo-operatlon s:lth the Íhnltoba lBjbour Party wao madc, [he

antipatby towarcls the moclerate party was cl¡amatical\y Ehown rs'ith the

last nfaute entr'¡r of tl.S. Cumings against F¡J. Dixoa. llhe Voice

ealLecl this ntreacheryt' and the defeat of Dixon belped. to substaln the

poor re3.ations betveea the two Labor¡r gtroups. A^LL tbree cand,lflates

tralleð the fielcL, but vere J.u¡rortant, insofar as they ð1c[ prorlcl.e

nt uo¿O, thrch 2i, LgLo, pr 1.
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some foeus for working cl-ass .trot"".42

- The socialist party of canada had. not onJ¡r antagonized. the

feellngs of organized. rabour, they had. also splÍt their om ra¡rks. lhe
trfinnipeg group vas d.ivid.ed. into several racial loca].s, ç..nglÍsh, RqthenÍan,

Geruan, Jewish and. Lettish" Ttre fuglish group vhich assumed. the Leader-

ship of the vhole Party, noruinated. an Anglo-Saxon for North ïfinnipeg,
a d'istrict that was heavily populated. by the merubers of the other four
ethnic groups. Naturally, they resented- thís rnark of subord.ination and.

at the sane ti.me felt r¡nconfortable over the rrnfriend.\r act: d.one to
Dixon.

For those and. other reasons., the four groups, comprising the

raajority of the sociarist party of canad.a membership, broke a$aðr on

Jì¡l-l 2l+, 1910, and fonned. the social Demoeratic party. Tïre new party¡s
ai-us are contaÍned. in a statement of H. saltzman attacking the
t'irnpossibilismr¡ of the other socialist grorrp for ignoring the aetual

needs of labour and. fighting arl lrho disagreed. vith them.

ïþon the basis of irmed.iate d.emand.s, upon a closer relation
bet¡¡een tbe socÍalist parby and the trad.é unions, i¿e shall be
abLe to unite the working class of the country wíthout sur-
rend.ering for one moment the one great d.emand. of rntemational
Socialisn./)+J

Lo'- Results; centre lfinnipeg: T"tf. Taylor (c) , zrorz3 F.J¡ Dixon
( t abour-riberal ) i t r93g ; u; s. c,riøning" 

- 
( s;"ili_i"i I ì 

- 

öö .-' ;;' tå'rn"antipathy betveen the Socialists and. Ðixon it is d.oubtftrL if sufficientvotes from the forurer group wourd. have gone to Dixon to el_eet hl:n.
North lfiruripeg; S.H.^Green (L), z.3T|¡ J.F" Mitcneil (C) , tr555i E.nrlcher (focialist), 892. ueå'L wínn:.peg: T.ri. John""i-(ílr'ársi* t.¡,
.A¡rdrevs.. (c), 2,53Q; c, Annsrrong (socialist), 2,46. IdiíåÃí"rînGuide, J}\2, p.476.

43/ voice, /tugust Lz, IgIo, po 1.
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This stateuent, he erplained, mearrt that whÍle the Party vas stilt
t%ased. on lvlarxian prínciplesr tt the interpretation and. applieatÍon 'to

everyday problems vould. be changed, repudiating "the idea that any

J.egisJ.ation short of the abolition of the uage system can ðo other than

firrbher enslave the working e1ass. tt & Active in this group were ISr.

Stecheshin, Jobn Qreen and B.A. Rigg., presid.ent for a period., r,¡ho later

d.eclared. that the partyrs appeal vould be made because it was nodelled

on F.aþian lines.

In subseqrent years, the Social Ðemocrats sampaigned. for such

reforrns as the use of the referendr.m in the purchase of utilities,

limitation of female hours of work, oId. age pensions, the aþolishment of

chilcL labour, vonan suffrage, and the abolition of the Senate. Dring

the lpIO civic elections, the SociaL Ðemocrats and. the l4a^nitoba l,abour

Parby co-operated. while also attacking the Socialist Party of Canad.a.

By 1p14, the two had. reached. such an i¡nd.erstand.ing, that they agreed.

not to n¡n cand.ldates against eaeh other, a proposal the extremists

refused to ratlf).

gc ftre Urban Ï,s'orker and. Tqfing Economic Cond.itions

I^lhile the lrage earner adva¡sced. po].itiea-lly and organization wise,

hls econcmr:ic cond.ition had. scareeSy improved. flre boom tbat Canada

uhd.en^reat from near the close of the nineteenth century to 1913 l{as a

)rh" Voíce, August 1,2, lr]IO, p. 1.
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mlxed. blessing to unourtS mplo¡*"nt cond.itioas lrere good, baming

such recessions as Ín I9A7, brrt the qs3þingmanls expend.itures rose ¡nrch

more quÍcklJ than d.id. his lragesr Rents, for exam¡1le, whlch were usua$r

the J-argest iten in his bud.get, shot up from aþout $16 in tgoo to $35

thirteen years later for a ty¡rical- sÍx room dwelling in the vorkingmants

section of ïfinniBug.h6 rn some rocalities, rents rose by JJ per cent

and. orrercrowd.Íng îiias so'prevalent that many fa¡dlies had. to lÍve and.

sleep in one room. so haruf,ul, in the socia-l sense, vas this, that

infant mortarity per 3-1000 births in ward. five of Inlinnipeg, a vorking-

manrs d.istrict, vas 282.J as contrasted. to ttl.6 in ward. one, oceupied.

by a reJ.ativeþ higher economic 
"Iu,s".k7

The wages the average worlsran received. were far from 1avish.

The strong r¡nÍons in the province, partlcr,rJ.arþ the carpenters who had.

secured the l+l+ hour lreek ar, 6jl an hoirr by 1ptrJ, ve:ie in a fairþ eon-

forbab1e position, but they rrere in a decid.ed. minority. tÏnski1lecL

packing house enrployees cou1d. attain as much as I)f per hour. Reverend.

J.S. lfood.sworth esti¡nated. before the Canad.iar¿ Conference of CTreritÍes

and. Corrections that $1260 rras necessa.ry to keep the average 1a¡nìl¡r in
the barest of nece."iti"".Æ Of interest are those figures obtainecl at

rand.om by a Royal Co¡nn-lsslon from fourteen work.ng class faniLies of

ïIinnipeg shortþ before the ?lor].d tüar. onþ four bad. en income sur-

ín Canade,, 1900-19L4
46/ fbicL., p. 461.
Ai/.ffie, }*oary 31, 1913, po l+.

hq
l/ For a sunmarõ¡ see The Rise in þlces anê the cost of living

t+B/ ffieport of l¡Ietiiodist Conference
Þ. J.j ÏbÍd.., Julif 25, IgL3, p. 3.

t, þrt rfl ffi"a rflrffiefffitÐrgf:); p.ne.

in VoÍce, June 20, I9I3t
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passing that ninimr¡n of $ta6O. Not one provided. for insr:rance, holida¡is

or christuas, while scarce\r five nanaged. to put ar+ay some for savings.

3?equentS¡r tbe wife and. the children went out to r,rork, ancl lofuers helped.

supplenent the bud.get.kg So serious hras the problen that t'officials of

various charitable organizations and., a^qr promÍnent citizenst, met to
50 

.ê-lex McÐonald., andiscuss the serious state of J.ow l¡ages in I)IZ.)
ex-maðror of lfinnÍpeg, cond.enned. the ].ow sa].aries, which he deserlbed. as

tta blow at the very founclatÍons of society.tt l,Iith sca,¡et figrd.s for
existence, much less to put away in case of accident or uneqrlo¡roent,

harcL ti¡res would. be extremeþ cruer. Hard. tÍnes arriveð in lptJ vhen

the boom broke and. eontinued. until- Lgi.l|,.

As the r"¡esterrr world. went into a depressÍ-on, the sensitive

praÍrie econoqr lras severeþ hit. Rairway and. construction, the tr,ro

d.om:ina.nt erp3-oyers, began to d.rastiealþ cut operations. Buird.ing

pennits in Tfinnipeg fe].l fron $10r 33)+r6j} Ín IpI4 to $frBa6rJ0O the

nexb year. other shops began to operate on short bours a.ad. cuttìng

staff. Figures on unenplo¡naent va4y!', but by early 1914 it vas recognized.

that it vas larger than in an¡r previous period. in the cityrs history,

The Labour Gazette estÍmated. that more than 3)lo of local unÍon labour

was out of vork; local u¡ions stated. that some unions had. 60 ro )o/o

h9 "n""" is the case of a 1ittJ.e girl sent out at 12 years to
earn her board. so that she could. stay at school. At 15 she i.s out of
school, having.reached. on\r grad.e 6. Her father, vho is working for
the cÍty at' zJf, an hour courd. not afford. even to luy her school books.rr
Article orl city worianen in the Glrifu, April 22, IgLl+.

jo/ Tribune, Febmary zffiz, p. 2.
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of their members 
'nernployed.¡ 

then one ne,*spaper made a *conse::\¡ative,,

estimate that lJr0oo'nionists and some J!r000 others *"r" oot.5r
The goverament offered. littre relÍef to the unerrployed. rnd.eed.,

the fed'eral authorities continued to promote imaigratÍon, a factor which
could' on'l¡r accentuate the d'lfficulties. The rüiirnÍpeg cor.urcil organized.
city voofirards ar¡d. a City Free Fh.ploy:nent Agency for those that were
married. and. out of ¡rork. ThÍs relief vas soon swamped. by the large
n¡'¡¡nbers of unemployed' who poured. into !ilinnipeg from all over the l'est.

To attraet some attention to their plÍght, a few labour demon_
strations r¿ere heId" ïn nÞ.rket Square, behind. ttrinnipegrs City Hal1,
on Nove¡rber zf , r9l3t a de¡ronstration of over zrooo, largeþ of British
mechanics and. tor,m workers, ca1Ied. for work, not charity.S2 Asber some
fiery speeches, some food. stores rrrere looted.. The ua¡ror d.ismissed.
their agitation, al].eging that there rras ].ittle unenplo¡rnent since he
had' seen n*qy men hanging about in bars. The nexb spring, after a
rumour on job openings r,¡hich had. attracted. a great nr¡mber 100king for
r¡ork and. proven false, a cror,rd., gathered. in a vacarrt rot vhere they were
aðdressed' by speakers. Police broke up this meeting and. several present
r¡ere charged. with un-r-arrfur- assembly{ The cond.ition of the unempl0yed.
had' been lÍtt1e rel-leved'. so rrretched. were conclitions that a n'mber
of British craftsnen enrigrated. back to the o1d. corrntry,r ït vas onJy with

5r-'},abou{ Gaãette, Febnrarl¡, 1914, p. 9l}l¡i Vojce, December IL,
i?tl: 

p- ü-ñTã.Þãrry, ãõ, tgti,îl'i;*rr"tss,-M.r"* er 26, rer3,

p. 1. 
5z/ voiee, Novernber 4, 19L3, p. 1! Tribrr¡re, Ðecember L, rgr3,



the growing cleurand.s of the var effort, as men joÍned. the forces a^nd.

entered. munitfons factorfes that r,rnerploynent ceasedo lfith so Little
concern by gorrernment in their d.istress, labour urÍght r,¡eLL ask¡

rf the stale- stirl persists in subsid.izing transportatÍon
eorrpanies and. bonusing industries in the interests of cer_tain classes, vþ should. it not interfere in the interestsof the irrnigrant and. the worlqen r,¡ho are most serÍousþ af-feeted./!l

h. Conclusion

D.ring this prewar period., lebour was growing in strength in
econou¡:ic a^nd. political affairs. Ttreir success vas ootewortTgr in the

light of the Ïraad.icaps that had. to be overcone. EconomicalJ¡r, rrnion

organization had. to cor.¡nteract competition from irnrrrigrants, .ûromen

and. those fellow workers who r.¡ere scabs. poì-iticalþ, the obstacles

were just as folrrldable: the meager finaneial resources that i¡ere

at the Labour partiest eoroand.; tbe lack of a strong organization to
get the l-abour vote out; the dÍscouragÍng rack of earLy success; and

the failure of rne^r11r vorkers to vote as tbe poI]-s were onJ¡r open rxrtil
suppertime. I,ihat vas of more serious iïrTport, was the widespread.

apathy on the parb of rna.nJr workers to support their or,nr cand.id¿tes.

Clearly the old'er parties sti].l had. a st¡.rng hold. on 1r&nitoba labour.

Not only were there no labour cand.idates or poritical activity out-

sid.e of lfinnipeg and. suburbs, but in the urban area, the vote given

to labour cand.id.ates lras far berow its potential. As the lplh

95
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eJ-ection approached.,

to this class, whose

the Liberal-s prepared. to intensiflr

vote r+as a d.ecislve factor in na.ny

their appeal

constituencÍes.
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llhe fa¡mers of l4anitoba hað been aetive in provincia"i- politfcs

for several êecad.es before 1-910. ftrey bad. come to tbe fore on several

occasi.ons - the l¡Ianltcba ancl Northwest Faroersr u¡ion of the 1880rs

and. the Fa,merts .AJ-liance and the Patrons of Industry drrring the first
hal.f of the subseguent decaðe.I fhe three hacl been sbort-livetl, and.

v"ith the d.isappearance of the latter by 1896, ûtranitoba fa,rners had.

ceased to p3.ay an active role i.n provincla-l politlcs as a¡r lnd.epend.ent

group.

gHE ECONO}&C ATSD POLTTICAÍ, ÐE\IEIOPMEITT OF

MANTTOBA FASIIERS TO 191I+

CHAETER IV

The tr4anitoba Grain Groç¡ers! AssocíatÍon ancl the GrafnFonffi

W[üh-,; thelr removal fron poJ-ftics, loca.]- fa¡nners becane more

absorbed. in organlzing econom:isa'llto In 1903 the l4anitoba Gratn Growerst

Association va,s forz¡red. vith the prfmarXr object of derreloping a feelirrg

of class:consciousness anong famers. As a group, this Associatj.oa

piayeð an Ímportant role in transmitting the wlshes of the n¡ral-

vorkers to the goverroment of the d.a¡r. Joïf. Scnlllon¡ R.C. Henders,
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B"C. IútcKenzle and. D.tr{o McCualg $ere a¡nong the charber organÍzers of the

grolrp and vere to pfa¡f a dominar¡t role in its activities r.rntil the end.

of the Great úÍar"

3y 1p10, merabership had. reached. !r)00 and. an intensive drive the

following year saw 1ts nrmbers rise to Jr!00 - 1-! per cent of ivtranitobars

fa¡rners -; co¡ibined. in sorae 2JO locaLsn lfith few exceptions, tbe

menrbers vere dram from the Anglo-Sa:rons iu the prorrinee. Several at-

tenpts were r¡,ade to orga.nize the forelgn born, but hand:icaps of language

frgstrated. suecess.2 Aoothur fam organization, the Grain Growersr Graln

Conrpan¡r, a farmers t grain eonpany ¡¡hieh had. branched. out into such d,Íverse

activities as lumber milJ-s, printíng and. wire merrr¡facturing vas more

active\r concerned vitb the econon:ic d.evelopnent of the fanaer. ïn

the eight years of, operation from its fo¡¡nd:ing Ín LgO6, lts assets hed.

rtsen from $rl5rOOo to $fr37frf53.3

b. 
i4 

Avoid s ratiTels! P"Ë!U,

In spÍte of the gro\'r.,bh of tb,e tlro farne:is I orgar,rizations, 'there

l¡as Little ind.Ícation of the entry of ind.epencLent fa¡mer canókidates

into l.ocaL politics. Memories of the failures of.fa¡mers!.orga¡lizatÍons

in the United. States and elseuhere 1n Canad.a that had. been rrreckecL when

their officers had. entered. politics were still bright in l4anitcrbans!

m:inds" In a day of intense party loyalties, the suggestion of parbisan-

2 Grríd.", Octcíber Tr.LgJl..r.p, IO; fti.ôj, Jarruarry 20, LgL|, p. 10.
3Æ;, Ja^nuarlr tl+, t9rh, Pr lpl¿1so lü.4" Ivtrac6ûntosh,

Agricult¡rrÑo:ope¡r,atlon ,;i.n,Idestern Canad€, (nøæonto: Ihe ftrerson Press,
ffic

ä
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ship ra:ight 'wreck a group that contained. adherents of both parties. The

ed€iness of party feelings is revealed. in a Guid.g editorial containing

a letter from a Consenrative attacking the parbiallty of that journal to
4the T,ibera1 ¡nffi together with one from a Liberal sl¿'ìmì¿g the reverse.'

The threat of politics ves clearly rrnd.erlined. after the Reciprocity

election of IpLL, when the activitles of the MnG.G"An against the

Conse:rrative party played. an ímportant role in that organizationts

menbership d.ecline by nearly one-th:ird.. At least one local president is

reporied. to have resÍgned. because àf tn" Associationrs stand on Reci-

procit¡'. At that the Guide, in IpLL, had. cautionecL its i-fead.ers on the

dangers lnberent in political action.

Far too manJ¡ of our people are stíl]. hel-d in thra'l] by the
party fetj.sh . . . flte certaÍn value of the famerst organ-
ization is of far more importance to the rnrelfare of tbe vest
than the possibil-ity of eJ.ecting a fer.¡ representatives pledged.
to the Fa^rrners I Platfo:s¡ ard tbe certalnty of alienatíng from
the organizatÍon a large n¡mber of strong parby men.f5

In provÍnciaI natters, the M.G.G.A. had littJ.e cause to enter the

political arena by 1p3-O. lhe loca1 government seemed. read¡r by d"is-

position - if though somewhat tardy in act - to co-operate with the

rrishes of that body. Tbe Conser¡¡ative administration had. passed.

favouraþLe railway J.egislation, extend.ed. the ivtranitoba AgrÍcultrral.

College, compelled. the llirueipeg Grain Exchange to accept the Grain

Growers| Conparqr as a member, and. inaugurated. prrblic otmership of tel-e-

phones" Ore faru journal sumarized. najority opinion:

4 o..tqu, Jarruar¡r ll, 191t,
j[@:", August z, l9ll, 3.5o

P. 5"
.&lso, ,, .Apr1] 6, !9Io, p.5"



It is a government that has brought l{an:itoba into line uith
the most progressive ancL generalJy beneficient Ídeas of motLem
ti.mes . . c a go\rernment tbat has nener turnecl cLolrn the fa¡mers
or graÍn gro\rers in anything they'asked. for . . "f6

This wa¡m regard. cooled furing the j-ntenra]- betl¡een the 1910 and 1911+

electlonse

c¡ fhe t4anitoba Gorrernment¡s Tno llajog Ventr¡reg Into Rrbl-ic Ornrergbip

Since L9O7t the l¡Ianitoba Grain Gronersf AssocÍation hacl asked the

províaclal gove::nment to enter the public olrnerbh:lp of the provlncets

graín elevatorsn7 Èeníer RoblÍn, and. the other l[estern preniers wbo

faced. siynìLar demand.s, hesitated., off,erÍrrg seneral objectlons, sucb as

the neecl for a unifom¡ schene for the three pralri.e provinces ancl not

just Í-a one provlnce; the constitutional issue of the governroent enter-

ing this field¡ the neces-sity for the couplete controL of transportation

co4panies and gracling and veighing of grain and. a f\r-L1 monopoJy of

storage facilities. lhough the M.G.G.A. insisted. that the gore:rament

d.id. not have to have a legal monopoJ¡r, thereby þy-passing the con-

stitutiona-L hurùLe, but only to acquire suffÍcient storage at each point

to hand1e the crop" kemier Roblin maintainecl, as late as 1909, b}ra.t

such a step vas ultra vireso

Drrfug the 1909 session.of the illanitoba LegisJ-ature the Con=

se:¡¡ative govenoment requested. the fed.eral administration eitber to

provid.e for storage facilÍties or to pass such legislation to a1J.oçr tbe

100

6" Haniota Echo, July 7, 1910, p. }c
7/ffi d.-, Fã-ei1q I Iniryement s .



101

province

r ) . to d.eal ¡¡'Íth the f\rnctÍons of storage, transportation
and. grad.ing of grain' rt would be necessa¡-¡r tnat suËh anend-
ment be mad.e in the British North America Act as worrJ-d. glve
the Pro¡inces authority and. pover to dear vith the several
measures and interests which the proposition inrrolved../B

Later in December of that sane year at the M.G.GrA. coflv€ntion¡ G.R.

co3-dwe11, the minister of edueatlon, dranatica.lïr annou¡ced. tbat the

gorrerrrment had d.eciclecL to enter the eLevator fieLd and. wouLd. co-operate

wÍtb ary proposals that night be draf,bed by the Grain Gror,¡erst 6edtî

ftre Consenrative adnLnistrationts reasons for this d.ecision rrrere the

fact that gra-in grolring was the prorriacets basic industry ancl that the

government policy was pubLic orr¡rership of prrbllc utilities. Of more

importance v'as the defeat of the Conse:¡¡ative nom:inee in a provincial

by-electlon Ín BÍrbre largely because of the goverrrmentrs elevator

policy. ore arrthor pointed. out that: "Ílre l4a¡ritoba Government

executed. a right aþout face on the issue of seeming\r so pronorrnced. a

character that it eaused. no encL of vonderrnent thnoughout the provincÊ.t9

ÌIhile the grain gro$rers were eLated or¡er the provlneets deeislon,

thq¡ aclvised. the provlncia.L gwernment not to pass a¡ty "hasty 3-egÍslationr "

to keep it out of parby polltics and to judee the nany problems strictly
on thelr ol,rn nerits.lo f'he friend.J¡r relations between tbe government

and. M.G.G¿A. soon d.isappeared."

In tbe draft bill presented by the Association, there was a request

B-,J. CastelJ. Hopkins, Canadian A¡nuaL Revfew, l9}9t p. !43.
)/,\Iooð-, Fa^tuers¡ l4ovenent, p, 2'1.

10/ 9É9e, January 12, 1910, p. 5,
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for an independ.ent comnission to rtrn tbe system. The conmission of

three were to be named. by the M,G.G.A. d.irectors and. appointed. by the

Goverrrment. They were, to be independ.ent and. to hold their positions

for l.Ífe unless removed by a two-thirdrs vote of the T,egislature, fhe

Cabinet objected. to this proposal and" several other d.er¡and.s on the

establfshment and. purchase of elevators. On the former Íssue, the

Cabinet based. its stand. on the principle that it vould. violate respon-

sibl-e gorernment by d.elegating resporfsibility to the M.G.G,A.lt Aoothu"

argument in the governmentts favour vas that the M.G.G.A" represented.

onJ¡r a ninority of $Íanitoba farroers. flris logic carried. no weight to

l-ocaL grain grolrers as the Association still asserted. that they wouId.

not tolerate a situation wbere t'the com¡issioners, in the d.ischarge of

their various duties, shal.J. be subject to the d.ietation and. d.irection

of any government that may be in po!¡er in l4anitoba. t' 12 The provÍncial

Liberals gave thelr fuJ.l support to the latter, d.emand.ing that f\rII powers

be given to the Comm:ission rather than have 1t under the close $rper-

vision of the Caþinet,

The friction betveen the Associa,tion and the Gover:rment vas soon

aIlayed.. Ttre appointment of Ð.t1, Mc0uaig, who had. been re-elected. as

Com¿is-presid.ent of the M.G.G.A. for several years, as ctrai:rnan of the

síon, appeared. to convince most farmers of the Governmentts good. lnten-

tions,l3 flre president took the post thougb his act r,ras contra^r7 to an

at __

- Hansard.s, !4FP, Febnra::5r 262 L}LO, p. !1.taÆ;irrar-l :-:6, rgro, p. 3L.
13/ D.T,l. McCuaig had. come to the aid. of the P:rovincial Government

previously" On the eve of the 1p0.f eleetion, Mc0uaig sent out aJr open
l-etter declaring that the Government had. treated. the M¡G.G.A. all right.
Telegram, I4arch \, t9O7, PN 19.
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earl-1er d.ecision by a M.G.G.A' comaittee that no officer of that g-roup

should. take a post on the comission wÍthout permission. Other opinions

no'i,r prevailed., vith sone grain grorrers eveu suggestÍng that McCuaig .,-.----'

could- hotd. both the presid.eney of the M.G.G.A, arrd. be chai¡man of the
1l+

COITülll-SSIOIIc

Grain Gronerst approrral- of the elevator schene contÍnued. for some
Í\

ti-me. T,c, cre¡rar, presi.clent of the Grain Growersr GraÍn connparqr,

subnitted. figures that showed the schene woulcL provide an annual sur-

plus of rron $t5oroOo to $16orooo "after everlr contingency.,, fris figures

vere based. on the optimistic assumptlon that the provincj.al elevators

wouJ.d. wio a monopoþ of the provincefs grain trade, for

"Ín a sbort ti-oe all the graia would. pass through the public
elevators, sínce the l-oacling pJ-atfo:m or the privately olmed.
erevator could. not cor¡rmence to give anything like the advan-
tages a public one afford.ed../15

A sweJ.ling number of petitions came from ruan¡r points asking the pror¡in-

cial Governrnent to conmence operations. , ftre Guid.e sti]-l asked_ for
some tangible proof of the adninistrationts good. intentlons, but vor¡td.

conced.e that the proposed. s¡rsten vou1d. ttafford. consid.erabLe rel-ief

fron the oppdession whÍch has been felt in years past."

0n the otherimForta,nt measure coneerned. with government opera-

tion of a pubric uti.lity, the teJ-ephones, there .r,ras vid.espread approral

of its operations. nhese po3.icies, together with others favourable

to fa¡mers, made farn, opinion generalþ favourabLe to prem:ier Roblin,

14
Resolutions from the Hamiota and. pierson tocals:

29, ]?:-r,O, p. l+g; Ibid., July 6, tg].o, p. 6.
15/ fbid.", Iitareh 16, Ig:':o, p, 6.

Guid.e, June
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After the 1p10 eleetÍon, the Guid.e cornnented:

The record. of the government was a d.eeíd.eùþ progressive
one, particurarly in regard- to the telephones, the agricurtura3-
colleger and. the elevator systern. Even thougñ there-rnay be
legitimate crÍticism revelled. at the methoa ór operatin! soneof these systems, yet they are d.ecided.\r progressive ia priaciple
and. in keeping l¡-ith the spiri-t of the twentieth century./16

This cord.iaL feeling carried. over Ínto the first period. of the

elevaiors t operatioil.se Repeated. Guid.e ed.itorÍars called. on the

I¡Ian:itoba far:rners to support the elevator scheme, and. at the sarne time,

chastised. those who neglected. to join. after the elevator corrrmission

for the saskatcher,¡an government publ-ished. its report - a remarkable

d'ocument that outlined. the l¡fanitoba S¡rstemts failÍngs as r,¡eIL as fore-

casting its probable "end. in financial d.isaster" - the Guid.e leapt to
the }&¡itoba Governmentrs defense a,¡rd. ed.itorialþ told. the Saskatchewan

group to uind. its own business,l7 Perhaps the high point of good. feeling

was at the 1p11 Grain Growersr convention, when the assenbled. faruers

gave Chairr¡an McCuaig their una,¡rimous baekÍng after he had. outlined.

the d.ifficurties of the first yearrs operations. By this tine there

were provineial elevators operating at over 1oO points. By May of that

same year, the Guld.e stiJ-l felt the system wolil-d be fi'nancially suceess-

ftrl, although the ind.epend.ent tÍinnipeg TrÍbune had. begun to roast the

Premier for faLling ðorrn as an e>rponent of public or+nership Ín inef-

ficientþ -anaging the e1evato"".t8

The nexb M.G.G,A. convention Ìras far d.ifferent than that of 1911.

16 *ruu, Juty 1J, 1910, pn 6.
J.J/ Tþid.., Noverabey 27t l-91O, pp. J, 12.
18/ tri¡une, July L9, lgLI, p. lt.
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I'lith few eapital- erçend.itures, the elevators had. lost $Boro00 Ín one

yearo once again, Mccuaig reiterated. his arguments on the failure, but

this tj.:ne, his erplanatlons gætåcÞe.,llÞngëï: satisfactory. One R.J. Ðutton

d.eclared. that the politician played a role in appointing elevator

operators - a motion w.as passed. denou¡reing this practice. The need. for

an ind.epend.ent comission was agafn mooted. ancL it was al-leged. that there

was graft in the elevator purehases.

An open nrpture between the grain growers and. the admÍnistration

vas onJ¡r a natter of time. fhe ke-mier soon lashed. back at those critics
of the goverument elevators by accusl4g the fa:roers of being guilty of

d.emonstrating a lack of faith 1n not patronizing the systæ and. berating

the ftridle for being d.enagogues in i*FLling that it spoke for the fan¡ers

of lttranltobâ. Hê later erçancled. his renarks on the elevatorsr faitrure:

. . . when a large percentage of farrners vere of the opinion
that the government of tbe de¡r, no rnatter what its political.
colou might be, should. be d.:lsr¿1ssed., and. to that end. would. be
villing to enbamass anybhing it &lght propose along these tines./Ip

The Guid.e replied. in a lengtÏry editorial reviewing the operations

of the provincial government vhich poi:rted. out the latterts t'Iack of

s¡nnpatlgrtt and. ¡¡arbitrary action . . , has rnade the public elevators a

failure.ttÐ No blaroe, the journal continued., should. be placed. upon the

grain growers, since al-l- their suggestions had. been ignored.. Regard.less

of vhich party was guilty of perfidy¡ Ð.11. Mc0uaig soon announced. that

the goverrrnent scheme wouLd. cease operationso

t9 tgleur*, Jul-y tg, :;g1:2, EN 1B?.
2o@Jpril to, rgtz, p. B.



. Ttris losing gane when there is an insr:fficient support from
the people a¡d. vhere tbere are certain operating erçenses r'¡hich
ca¡urot be overcome and. which woul-d. seareeþ be covered' by the
a,morlnt of busj.ness hand.led is beyond d.oubt the reason for the
Itrovêr I.tre canrt get the grain to handle to nake it a paying
business./21

The r¡rutual recrj¡n:inations soon end.ed., insofar as this matter went,

vhen the Grain Grorrerst Grain Compargr leased. the elevator chain in the

sunmer of I)LZ and. began to ex¡rerience many of the sarne problens that

the goverrnment had. und.ergone. Inèeed., their problems shoulð bave been

less, since the province paid. for a number of operating erpenses, such

as local taxes, assessments, repairs, et cetera. By the date of the

1913 Grain Growers I Conrpan¡r convention, the d.eJ-egates were undecided. on

r,¡hether they should. continue in the field.'22 Nlany fett that such an

qnprofitable agency should. be d:isposed. of, The d.ireetors vere frffther

depressed when they heard. from "ar¡ unquestionable authority that they

ca¡ onl¡¡ Secure a reneval of the line ai a rental figUre higher than

previously paid. " înfhether the ¡\rnquestionable authoritytt had erred.,

or the go'rernuent feared. a,n aroused. fa:raer group during a forthconÍng

eleetion as problematical, but the lease was rener¡ed on favourahle

ter:¡rs to the fa¡mers' 
"o*P""qr'z3

About the same tj¡¿e as the sto:m grev on the failings of the

provineial eLevators, the telephone system vas also in d.iffieu1tiu".2h

" **, w g, LgLz, gN 151.
ZZ/Éiae, NovembeY ]-?t 1913, P' 12.
237 ffi.-í4ackintosh, Agricultr¡ral Co-operation in lriestern @t

pp.39-\3. ' - r.Ea- r' 
ZLti lior a detailed critÍcism of the l4a^nitoba Gorrernnentrs manipu-

lations in this fÍeld. and. an attack on Rrblic o'wnership¡ s9e¡ Ja¡nes }@.vor,

Gàvernment Telephonest ry Exf¡erience of }Þ.nitoba, 9g¡rgþ (New York:
lnoffat, Yard & Co., I)16).
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The s¡nou.ncement, near'the end. of 1911 that telephone rates wou].d. be

raÍsed, aroused. a province-wid.e sto:m of protest. An al:nost so1id.

opposition came from trlinnipeg where tbe Inðustrial Sureau, whicb repre-

sented such d.iverse groups as the Trad.es and. Iabour CounciL, the

Ilniversity of PÞ,nitoba faculty, the llirmipeg Gard.en Club, and. others,

tried. to reason wÍth the government. Even the partisan Îtrir¡aipeg

Te].egran tu.rned. on the Consenrative adm:inistration'25

flre controversy quickly nagoified. ítself into a stuQy of tbe

history of operations of the goverrruent telephorl€s. f'he Consenratives

were particularJy ernbarrassed because of several incautious statements

that had. been nade by cabinet ninÍsters 1n the provincial eleetj-on of

:907. In brief they were that the government not on\r woul.d operate

the telephone systen at cost, but it cou1d. al.so cut that rate in half.

UnfortunateJy, wbile rates had. gone dorrn a d.egree, there had. been a

l-oss of sone $1SOrOOO in 1911, though there had. been three previous

years of surpluses. Liberal. oppositÍon ù¡e1J-ed. on the inffuence of

politics as being the prime reason for the systemts fai3.Íngs. Robert

Rogers ry-as attacked for appointing po3-itical ha,cks to positions and

build.ing l1nes to ex¡lensive but politically advantageous points. This

criticisn was later confi:raed. in an impartiat sÌ¡:ryey of the telephone

system: ttït l¡oul-d. appear . t . that the najor contributing factor to

the difficulties experienced. by the TeJ.ephone System at that ti¡re
aI

were excessive supenrision by the government.tt-o In the latter regard.,

oE'/ Telegram, Jartuargr 12, LgIã, p. h.
z6[ffiold.enberg, Report of the Cormrercial Enteryrises

for the Frovince of ¡ø.nitoúaGi-iããñ@.
Sunrey
6.
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by instituting a renarkabþ shorb-slghted. policy, the govenrment had.

provid.ed. scarceþ a^ny fr:nd.s for replaeement fron ].pOB to l)12 when over

€lrooorooO was necessary for that item,27 The rate inerease rras further

vexing, since the government had. promised. to operate the system at cost,

and. vith the first deficit a^fter four years, frnnediateþ raised. the tol.ls.

Tnd.epend.ent feeling was roused. orrer what was eonsid.ered tta serious

blov . . . to government ownership of publtc utilitiesr "2B*d. the fact

that I'T,rith a cerbain toryistic instinct, it (ttre governnent) stood. in
'Dc-

vith the interests."*' combÍned. with the apparent fallure of the

provÍneiaI elevators, the governnent was in bad. straits.

Political skitl- salvaged. most of the gove,rnmentts prestige, A

partÍsan comrission Î¡as appoi-nted. by the Conse:¡re,tive majority in the

Legislature to report on the telephone system. Its rsubseguent report

branded. the comaissioners culpabre for the rystemts failings a^nd. arso

insisted. that there had been no outside poJ.itieal interference to hanryer

operations.3o ftre systemts corucissioners uere crj.ticized. for failing to
keep proper aceounting record.s a¡rd. for nanaging the system in an

"Ínexcusab\rtt extravagaJct fashion. The three conmlssioners resigned-.

The adrninistration of tbis d.eparünent $B,s r€-organized und.er a single

comissíoner who worked. under the general grid€,nce of the Ptrbric

Utilities Connrissioner. Ilnd.er this setup, political influence r.rtts ëurbed

'7.r.r' Gold.enberg, Report of the coruerclal Enterprises sr,mrey, p.21J,
.2B/ W.st@gl+r rffi'T8;Ie ','

December ry, 1)1.J.2 p. 1793.
Ðf. miA., Apri]. 6, I9]:2, p. ll; Reprint from fhe Prrblic

^-30/_Téleera¡n, January 1.L, I9L2, p. B9i luÞvorrl6vffiãt Telephones,
pp" p6-112,



r0g
and' the instituting of a mod-erate rate increase, approxÍmating the 1evel
r,rhen the BeIl comparly stiJ-l or,¡ned. the system, met lrith general approval.

d. Tbe conseryli've Ad:ni:ristr@ gntgrq Ner¿ Fierd.s for the@8"""-- ,-'-

llirile the far-ners and. governnent had. had. certaia difficulties,
that d'id' not mean that the latter boQlr was insensitive to fam opinion.
The burk of the províncial house cane from rural- seats and. to ignore them

¡¡as to court politieal suicid.e.

l?re farrn labour question had. always been d.ifficult for farmers
to soIve. This question was partly due to the state of fb,r-m },/ages which
had. rfsen by ho per cent in the ten years preeed.ing 1914. One solution
Ínaugurated' by the }'I.G.G.A. was the securÍng of united. Ifingd.om Íroaigra¡ts
by advancing transportatíon costs and. find.ing them erçlo¡nnent, T¡ris

system was a suceess a^nd. by rgr3, the organization had. brought over

more than 200 Briti"h""".3f ftre provineial governraent was quite ready

to assist the project in lendlng the M.G.G.A. $5rooo plus establistring
a lvlanitoba Governnent ïmigration office in England..

Drring ]91,2, interest \¡ras revealed. in hail insurance through letters
to the GuÍd.e and resolutions of 10ca1 grain g"oorur".32 At the lglJ
M'G'G'A. convention, a cormÍ.ttee was set up to arrange a d-raft biLl a¡rd.

present it to the Cabinet. This was done, but the minister concerned.

d'id' not present the proposal to the lplJ legì.s].ature" An earlier start

" S*iu*, Jaruary g,
32/ fbid.., April {,

1913r p. 12.
L9l.,2, p" 12; Ibid., December 4, 39::Z, p. JZ"
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'was mad.e the following year, and. the bill- passed. in l-914. f5e scherae

envisaged. a nunicipal efforb financed. by a local. tax per âcr€¡

The need. for eheap nrral power was i-nportant for economic as veIL

as social reasons in giving the farm some of the mod.ern conveniences.

Rural cities and. tovms, J.Íke portage la prairie and. Brand.on, d.esired.

cheap power to attract manufacturing Índustries. The far.llers had. before

then the exarople of the trfinnipeg city {ydro, which had. been set up to

provid.e conpetition to a nonopoþ and. had. cut rates fron 20 to three

and. one-third. cents per K.!f.H. fronr 1p06 to l)rz. l,ate in r)Ll, a

deputation from lvÞnitoba toms ar¡d. ¡nrn:icipalÍties approached the govern-

meat about a provinciallJ¡ operated. power plant. So desperate were they

for cheap polrer that they did. not nind. vhether the government provided. it
along or in conjunction vith nunicipalities or private corporations,

just so long as they received. eheap porrêrc llhile the goverriment d.elaye¿ -
i.t was making a fr¡ller lnvestigation of the situation - the ¡Þ,uitoba

Power Coqgoration nearþ marraged to establish a private po\fer monopol¡r

in the proirince in 1p12. A comlttee r,ras set up at the M.G.G.A. con-

veution of that saJne year that no sites shou-ld be hand.ed. over to a.q1r

corporation or ind.ividuals and. that the provlncial government shorrld-

enter that field" fhe Liberal.s in the Legislatr¡re were quiek to fo1-lotc

the r,rishes of the grain growers and. moved. that a¡ investigation be rnade

tn. . . toward.s the nationaLization of þydro-el-ectric po'wer in l4anitoba, r'

the Rrblic utilitles co¡mrissioner, H.A. Robson, was asslgnect to in-
vestigate the rnatter and. his lp1h reporË recomended. that the provincia-l

gorrernment stay out of the fieLd. and. al Low ur.uricipalities or groups of



l_1L

them to join together in erecting transmission 1ines.33 By the provin-

ciaL electlons of that year, the Government had. done Iittle to satisff

d.euar¡d.s for bydro-electric por,rer, though wÍth valid. reasons.

One of the banes of fansd-ng was the high rate of interest the,

farmer had. to pay for agricuJ-tural creilit. One ndanitoba fa:mer, for

s¡empIê¡ is recorded. as having bomowed. $hrOOO on a land. mortgage vLth a

five year amortization period at B per cent j.nterest payable vÍth a

$3oo tonus on the príncipal, naking a total pa¡nnent of $6, Ð6.3\ Ttre

problenr becane more pressing as tr4anitoba passed. out of the frontier

stage. The d.ays of cheap la¡ed were fad.ing avay and. fa,ræing took on a

new charaeter. More reliance was placed. upon intensive ratber tharr

extensive agricultune; the cost of maintenance per acre rose as greater

interest focused. on nixed. farning. At the end. of the boom period.,

fa¡srers required. ad.d.itÍonal- cred.it to tid.e them over the sluu¡l Ín

wheat ¡riceso

A ru¡¡rber of far:ners felt that they vere being *lsgyimjnated against

as they sa'w' otber economie groups lva'n concessÍons frora the govenrnent:

If the public cred.it ean be pl ed.ged. to sucb an enormou.s exbent
and. public lands devoted. to the sa¡ne purpose of the exteqsion of
railways, it is reasonable to assune tha,t extraord.inarl¡ efforts
should. be rnad.e to assist the agricultura-l industry to seeure
eheap cred.it./35 "' 

.

fhe banking system had. faileA iiue fa¡rner as veLL in not onþ not grarrting

cheaB r"ates but also by not mod.iflring other banking practiees as we1L.

33 l¡u"titoba: The RrbJ.ic Ütilitiest Comn:lssJ.oner, Annuql Report,
19rk (winnÍpeg: Kingrs Printer), p. 4h"

3l+/ fui¿.,.J-rme 30, L9L5, p* 1I.
35/ ÏãÏã., Jarrua^r1r 6, :.;g:5, p. 3.
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The Provincial Govern¡rent in the 1p14 Speeeh from the fhrone annou¡ced.

that 1t would und.ertake some scheme of agricultural credit, Nothing had-

been èone by-the sessionfs end., and. Fremier Bobl-in annou¡ced. tbat the

Government rqou].d. not enter that field. rrntil more research had. been d.one.

Genera-lþ, the farmers had. received the legisLatíon tbat they

d.esired. from the provincial boSr, Hail insurance legisl-ation Ìùas pro-

vid.ed., although it r.ras never acted. upon beeause of the J-ack of nunicipa-l

initiativen Co-operation with the Grain Growers \iras expressed. through

the fa¡m labour scheme. keparations vere mad.e to¡rard.s entering the

new field.s of agricuttural ered.it and. rural poÌrere Trfhile the govern-

ment d.id. not provid.e vÍ.gorous leadership in the Latter two fÍe1d.s, its

hesítancy raight be traced. to the troubles experienced. i,rÍth the elevator

ancl telephone schemes. Tkrough both were i¡med.íate failures, the govern-

ment managed. to save face by pJ-acing the onus of responsibility upon

the telephone conrnissioners and. by l.easing the elevators to a farners¡

grain comï)anJrc D¡ring tbe sane period. better facilities for stoek-

yard.s had. been provid.ed.; a good. road.s Bylstbem for rnarket use was established;

the elevators were controlled by,.the fa,rsers; and. the telephone system

vas stiJ.J. enpa^nd.ing.

gr Dissatisfaction wlth the Consenrative and. libera-l Parties

NotwÍthstand:ing the apparent wil-lingness of the Conse:n¡ative ad¡rin-

Ístration to follow the suggestions of the orgen-ized. grain growers,

there rüas a noticeable rifb groving between the tr,¡o bodies. The con-

flicts orrer the elevators and. telephones vere ir4rortarrt. Tlre main issues
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that vent agalnst the Pre¡rieï '$rere the ones that crossed. party l-ines -

reciproeity, suffrage, temperance, and. direct legislation.

The Roblin organÍzation was cLoseþ linked. to the fed.eral Consenrative

parby, It was natr;ral in the 1p3-1 Reciproeity election for the Ioca1

group to aid. its federaL eounterpart in embarrassing Sir trÍilfrid. Laurier.

To that end., the I¡la.nitoba Legislature passed. a motion cond.emning

reciprocity. At that, a storm was raÍsed. in J.ocaL grain grower circ3'eso

f'be Guide exclai:ned. that the prorrincia-1- government had. no business d.ab-

bling in sucb a matter and. f\¡rthennore the Conse:rrative members had. no

buslness in votiog d.orn such a proposa-l as in so d.oing they vent against

the wishes of the fur*ur".36 Srominent officers of the Grain Grol¡erst

organizatisn çere quickJy marshalled., and. such men as J.S. lfood., [I.G.G.A.

vÍ.ce-presid.ent, R. MeKenzie, secreta,:ry of the sa,me bod,y., and. Jolfo

Scallion, the Honora,ry presid.ent, declared that the gorrenrment bad. nis-

represented. the people who had. eleetecL theno Not that these gentlemen

should. be recognlzed. as the representatives of farmer opinlon. fhe

Fa¡rsergr Advocatg claj-med. that the 1p11 electÍon results aceurate\r

refl-ected. the opposítion of the najority of f,a:raers to Reciprocity.3?

ftreir statements proðuced. a f1urry of recrin¡rinations. Roberb Rogers,

the trinister of R¡bJ.Íc ï{orks, ,attacked. the.n thus3 t'. ' . the fa¡mers

of l4anitoba harre been starped.ed. by the officers of the Grain Gror,¡ers ¡,rho

are Grits, fi.rst, J.ast and. aLI the tÍ:ne, and are ready to work for the

Libera-l parby und.er aJ.J. circr¡m"tan".s. "3B To ¡¡t¡Ích J.If. Scal1.ion replied.

36 **raooas ry¡ Reporb, l¡larch B, 1911, p: I'
3/ Faruegq' Ãffiãat*Eoter h, LgL:' p. 1337.
ãe7 æ¡æ;¡aøf¡ç;igll¡ p. 63- aLso, Dáuph:lg Hera:-d', Januar' 6,

t9tO, p. 4.
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that the presi.d.ent, vice-president, and. hiqself on the grain gror,rers

assocÍation executive were strong Consenratives; besid.es what right ha¿

Rogers to be tbe advocate of the fa¡mers. He conclud.ed with a suggestion

that farnrers break parþties for united. actionn

Ehis sense of betrayal by the Conse:¡¡ative legislative represent-

atives ¡¡as further stinulated. by that partyts actions in several move-

ments in which the grain grorrers had. become interested. Equal suffrage

resolutions hrere passed. at each l4anitoba Grain Growerst Conventi.on

fron 1p11 to Ipt). The banish at the bar sentiment had. received. their
support in the sâflt€ ftarür€rr single tax was preachecL by severar pro-

minent lead.ers as a meaÍrs of curbing speculators. Direet legisl-ation

proved. their d.ominarrt theme in polÍtical. action. AlJ. these proposals

received. rauch pubricity fron the GuÍde r,¡here they i,rere played up in
ed.itoriars, feature stories, ca^rboons, letters to the edJ.tor, and.

reporbs of J.ocal,meetingso

Hith regard. to these objectives, the }Þnltoba Conse¡rratives were

on the r¡rong side of ,the fencen Tt¡ns it'was easy for the Ioca]. gtrain

growers to ].abe1 the provincial goverrunent as the same as the fed.eral

bofly which had. become too irn¡o1ved. vith the interests with their grants

by slrbsiûies and. the tariff. Trad.itionagr, the consenrative party

had. been regarded. as the parby of þig business, while the Liberals r¡ere

regard-ed. as being somer,rhat more progressive.

ûrring the Lar¡rier adninistration, the Liberals had. done ¡.ittl.e

to d.istínguish their f¡arby from that of the Consenratives. Their

failure to pass eertain farmerst reo,pests particurarþ antagonized. the
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fan[ers. The provincia]l liberals, hor,rever, tried. as hard as possible to

capture the farrmer vote. To that end., they quickJy fell in vith requests

of the M.G.G.A. for a.a Índ.epend.ent comnission and. expropriation in the

elevator issrle. Reciproeity found. these two groups working togetber

once again and. the Liberals d.id not allow the fa¡rners to forget the

Consen¡ative betrayal by annual renewals of the reciprocÍty notion in

the Mlanitoba Legislature.

f" ùther Avegues of Po1icia]. Ã)æreÊsion for l{anitoba Fa¡mers

Ìlhile the Liberals got more into the good. graces of the fa,tmers t

political- s.Bt'ld't; of the d.ay, they d.Íd. not eompJ-eteJy win their favour.

The fa¡.nrers vere attracted. by tTrree aLternatives: ind.ependent party

politics on their owni a fa:sner-Labour al-liance; and. the use of d.irect

J-egislation, to avoÍd. direct participation in poIÍticso

Since there was a growing nunber uho bel-ieved there was little

to choose betveen the trvo old. parbies, there was a natural sentj:nent

to have thej.r own political representatives. ltrben and. if ind.epend.ent

action had. been agreed upoo, it could- eÍther talce the fortn of vorking

through the older parties, prÍ-uarily the Liberals, or ruruaing their

or^rn representatives.

The id.ea of a Liberal alliance did not appeal very greatl,l, in

a 3-arge part because of the belief that there was scant d.istinction

between the federal Consen¡ative and. Liberal parties. There l¡as a

natural inclÍnation of tb.e fa¿mers to seek representatives from their

own economic group, Before the farrers could. forrn their o!¡11 inðepend.ent
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groups, sizabLe nt¡mbers of them had to leave the old.er parties, a. d.if-

fÍcu1t move in a day of passionate partisan feeling. ParbÍeularly in

lilanitoba, more settled. and. eonsenrative than the other western provinces,

r¡as this tbe case. Some progress toward independent political activity

had been rnad.e by 1914, fÌ¡e record. erops of this period -æfuned nr¿ch

of the strong lmpetus for political action that rnight have been pro-
?o

duced by economic 0ê€d."/

During the provinciat carr¡laign of $1O, the greatest degree of

parbisanship shown by the Guid.e was not for a4¡r particular party, but

rather for one uan¡ RoA. Bonna,r. fhis cand.id.ate vho ran in Assiniboia

as an independent Consenrative against a regular Consenrative, was

promoted. because he echoed. the sentÍments of the Grain @t G,uide

on the elevator question. He lashed. out at the BobLin aclmÍnistration:

"I telI you fran}ly that I do not believe 1t Ís the intention of tbe
: lro
governnent to go on with the elevator proposal after Juþ llrtt'- as

it failed. in its prom:ises on the telephones. fhroughout bis speeches,

he dr^¡ellecL on other matters: dlrect legislation, tbe recal-l, the in-

tention of the govertrment to smash the Grain Growersf AssocÍation, and

a desire for a ttp,¡ru and even hand.ed. ad¡n:inlstratiOn of justice.tt

Despite strong support, a¡rd. the record. of long canpaiguing for tbe

interests of grain grotrers, Bonnar was ðecisÍveJy ðefeated. Another

39 l4anÍtoba: Deparbment of Agriculture, @! Report, l2lO-191S
(tltruripee: iciogts erintèr)r Jotal erãio crop oi^l@ ñS-r-FùrtrBh;
r9rc - 961008rSLT; LgLt - i-61,00or000; rgrz - 183r00or000; 1p13 -
LTï,775,9\6.

lro/ cuiae, August 3t l9ro, p. 22.
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incident was the accusations by J.ll. RobÊon, a Consewative nrnning for

re-election, that the I¡tranitoba Gràín Growersr Association had. been

inst¡r¡mental in his defeat.hl

A dranatic por:tralt of some of, the perÍod.s of independ.ent party

aetivities for farters occurred- in the Beautiful- Plains constitueney in

1914. Certain gentlemen concerned. r,rith the Springhill Grain Groverst

Assoeiatíon d.ecÍded. to sponsor aÌr. ind.epend.ent cand.id.ate for that pro-

vincia-l rid.ingn After a convention vas held., publicity releases care-

nrLly pointed, out that of the tventy-six in attend.ance, one-half vere

consen¡atives and. the other vere l,Íbe"r1r.42 At that meeting, a plat-

fotr. vas drar,¡n up, includ.ing pla^nks on direct J-egÍslation, a nationa-l

school system, and. conpuJ-sory education, title to all natural resources

to remain the properby of the state and. to be coasen¡ed, the ríght

of rounicipalities to assess Iand.s, stagle talc with a view to the

graduar abolition of tanation on food, shelter, elothi-ng, a nelr provin-

cial franchise act, revision of the lÍquor lav's and. equal rigbts to
43a1l special privileges to rlotle¡

NotwÍthstandÍng that ìnrFosing platforrn, it took fou:i more con-

ventions bef,ore a cand.id.ate Ì,ras chosen who d.id. not resign" lhomas

Dravson senior, the fj.rst nom:inated., later had. his nenre put up at the

Local Liberal convention, and. af,ber being d.efeated. l¡as asked to resign

as the ind.epend.ent cand.id.ate. Soon afte::rrrard.s at a joint convention of

hr
.'- felegrggr, July :r2, :-}10,
har@r-.ru:y pJ, t)tJ, p.

fuIl year before election d.ay.
hJ/ Reniniscences of J.A.M.

PN 152.
3. Note the earl¡r norn-inatÍon - a

Poole, P"A"IvI.: pp. 18-19"



118

Liberals and. Ind.ependents, Rêverend. R. Patterson, aïl unsuceessflrl

Llberal eand.idate at Portage l-a Prairie durÍng the 1p11 fed.eral election,

received. the nod.. He soon resigned. as a cand.id.ate, later vas renominated",

and. then resigned. for a seeond tj¡re, At the fourth eonvention, Reverend.

tl,R" Ifood- accepted. the bid. anð ran as an lndepend.ent liberal in 1p1l+.

Before rurtring a eand.idate, ind.epend.ent faraers had. to overcome the

serious hand.icaps of find.ing a distinctive platfora and. attractlng cand.i-

d-ates and. supporters.

Another alternative for fanmers in the political fie1d. was to

eonstrrrct a Iaþour alIiasrce.4h A continuous trickle of requests for

such a step had. come from both groups, 0n the exeeutive strdoa, at least,

the two vere continuall^y coming into contact. Ðelegates fro¡n the trIin-

nipeg Trad.es and. Labour CounciJ. aud. the l¡lanitoba Grain Growerst Association

met at joint meetings for furbhering suffrage, temperance and. d.irect

legÍsla,tion. For a number of years, spealrers, â,s F.J, Dixon, went aþout

IrÍanitoba stressing the corn¡non bond. that linked. the two workíng elasses,

Despite man¡r d.eclarations of uutual interest, littLe r^¡as ac-

cornp1.ished.. ïnd.eed., a series of resolutions, but l-ittJ.e, if an¡r actÍon,

night aecurateJ¡r sum up the situatÍon. Early feelers had. been put out

by the Trades Council at }linnipeg to the }hnitoba Grain Growers for

joint action but they had been ignored", Tkre un:ion group then d.ecid.ed. to

!.!.
A brÍef bacþrorrnd. of earþ attempts on Iaþour and. fa^mer co-

operation lras the failure of the Dontnion Giange a,nd. the Trad.es end.
Laborrr Congress to rea.eh corrunon objects in 1886" Dean E.,luicHendrXr,
the fhird. Force in Canada (eerkJ.ey and. Iæs Angeles: University of CaJ.i-
tornffieE-TgF');fr.
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vait for the f,a,rmers to ¡ua.ke the aext Bovêr At the aüaual co[veation

of tbe farners' group 1n lpl!, three resol¡rtioas ¡rassed. exp¡esslng a

ho¡re for el,oser e@-qpers.tLon. One of theu suggeetect that the two cø¡-Lc[

fo:m an a"so"lailon t\rlth the ob¡ect of, r¡nittag the proårcers of, tbe

clþ antl corntry on one pS.atfom andl ultl¡ate3y in one ¡nJ.itteal organ-

lzatfon.ub5 In 1911+ Presldtent R.C. fenders cleclarect that the onJ¡r cure

f,or the f,"r-."" I lLLe r¡as ttto cdl¡¡e wtth the robuet a,ac1 lailependent

labo¡¡r party anct aet enttreJy loose fræ the fnflueace of, insane party-

isn, anct Jud€e uea andt &easures on tbeLr res¡reetlve nÊrits. "K lte
&ost strikfng e>iauple of co-o¡eratlon on a ¡rolitLeal J.eveL uaE the

zu¡porb ehorm by the eubsta,ûtiaL coatrlbutlons by a number of prøineot

gre,ln gtroÌrers to the eaq¡ntgn of F..I. Dinoa. g6s ir$ortance of their

actioaE 1s smerrhat dlmnecl when it 1E reuesiberedt that ùþey eu¡porbeê

bf"u aot so u¡reh ao the lhaltoba l¿bour Þrty csndlelate aÊ an tadepeadetrt,b?

llfhe basic Line of clifference beü¡een tbe tr¡o groups $aE a wicle-

epreadl convlction that there was an absence of c@on ob¡ectives.E

lÍhe fa,rmere rrere workers to a düegree, but tbey aLso lre:re, fn acletitiø,,

bt¡,EineEs uen, a,nô to tbat end. tbqy atteuptect to raíse profits þy in-

provi¡lg tbe nea,nE of, narketrng ancl prodr¡ciag. lfbe tariff anif agrtcultrrral

h5 *ru*, ¡e,n¡a,ry æ,, LgL3, p. 8. ftlhe other tvo resoLl¡tÍons rüere
on eo-qperatl.on to lswer tþe ooEt of llvfng a¡odl an isrit¿tlon to ûhe
lbadles aadt Labsur 0ornc11 to eenè delegotes to the ne:r0 M,G.G.A. corx-
Ye¡rtlon.

Iúf. t¡ta., Jarunr¡r L\, LgLr, p. T.
\U Eig$e TeE q4d Dtreet. Legisl¿tloa Fulletin, Septeuiber, L9L5,

p. 3. f.À. .
lr8/ Resolutfon by tbe Iraraklia !&¡ttota Grai.a Grslrersr Aseoeiatl

see Voic,e, åprf-l 1, I9lO, p. 1.
Reeolutfon by tbe IfarakH.c ltaaltoiba Grai.a Grotrersr Aseoeiatf.on,
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credit played. and. fuportant role in their stratery. Labour v'as con-

cerned v"ith higher .irages, recognition of urrions and. shorter hours-

proþlenrs that the nrral population for¡nd. ctiffícuIt to und.erstand., par-

ticularly as it vas comnon\r believed. that with each wage Ínerease to

labour, the cost of o."u""ities to fa,roers was raised' On the B trorr

d.ay, for examFle, one :rural journal conmented.: ttHas the urban labourer

d.egenerated. so that he ca¡:not d.o over B hours a dey, or does he warrt

more time for snorb?,tt IJnemplo¡ment vas another bone of contention'

Orrr:.ng the 1p14 to I91j perioð when there were ma.q¡r out of lrrork in

the Ca¡ad.ian urban centres, farrners could. not r¡nd.erstand. the r.¡nion

ma,nts d.llenna since there rrere ma,qr jobs open on the faïm' One

fa¡rer vrote the Guid.e that he had. offereA $5OO.OO a year to a marri-ecl

coupl-e (no children) if they vould. come to the fa,:m, and. as h.ollê 8.c-

eepted., he concfud.ed. that a^ny 3-abour prcblems they night have were

their oonr' f"u1t.50 The refusa-l of unenployed. labourers to come tol

the countxy to r.rork aJ¡tost suggested. that they plaeed. agriculture in

a¡ inferior J-ight. llre sofution of one correspond.ent for labourrs

problems r.¡as this:

flre city authorities should. give such agitators tbe choj-ce
of death by bomb or bulJ.et anð see that he gets it. A fer¡
and. very few of such executions vould. quickJy solve the
labour problem in large or smaIl cities. fhere is no excuse
for an honest working man begging for bread. in the rvest if
he is aþJ-e bod.ied. and. wi3.ling to wortr.f5I

Ð uurro""st Aðvocate, lvÞ,reh 30, 1910, p. hTB.
5ol@-ffi-f,-f9r4, p. 1!.
5L/ ffi Mroulrd. Sentinel, June J, 1915, p. 4.
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lÍhile the more politically ind.ependent farmers flound.ered. about

trying to seek an aveflle to express their views, the najority of fa¡mers

vere content to retain the old party tÍes. fhey ignored. the suggestions

of tvo prominent independ.ents - R"L. R:ichard.son and. D.l.Í. Buchanan

to fortn an ind.epend.ent parby in t9th.52 An earlier attempt by the

Tribune to draft J.I¡I. Scal-lion for lead.er of provincial independ.ents
tr1

cLiedl stilbowt,)r The l-ow level of interest in d"irect political action

was matched. by the failure of the vast ma,jority of Manitoba farrners

to support the lfa:ritoba Grain Growersr AssoeiatÍon"

rn spite of the 1p11 Reciprocity contest vhich had. d.one mueh

to break the trad.itional hold. of the tr.¡o old.er partíes, the farrners,

as a class, still had. less class feeling.-than labour" For d.isgnrntled.

conservatives and- Índ.epend-ents, the provinci.al Liberar party beca¡ne

more attractÍveo Not onry had. the opposition group been quiek to rally
the fa¡:rrers t interest on such questions as a l-ol¡ tariff, the govern-

ment mismanagement of elevators a¡ad. telephones, but also favoured.

those measures on suffrage, d.irect legislation and. single ta¡c that had.

been supported. by the l{anitoba Grain Groverst Association. It was easy

io follor,¡ the advÍce of John Ken:redy that fanners be ind.epend"ent and.

.5hsupport çhatever party followed. the aims of fa::ners'- - hence the
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52 t"iþ,rrrg,p.4. l-
53/ tui¿",
$/ ffie,

Janua,ry L3, L914, p. l+i Ibid.., JanualXr l.| , lgL4,

ivhrch 9, 1911, prl-"
l¡iarch )+, ]7]\., po 9.



LÍberal.s. Thus, as the 1p1)+ election approached., rather than taking

up ind.epend.ent political action or a faimer-labour alliance, man¡r

organized. farners supported. the provincial l,iberal party - capturing

nominating eomrentions of a par-ty d.epressed. by years of exile from

office.

L22
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I{AIIITOBA AEFOAM ¡'OVEMENT ASD fffi TIBEBA¡" PA3Ít

ATTATN POLITICA], STECESS

$IE

lchnitoba was ÍÞ e state of political unrest frm ear\r IplO untlJ,

the 191-5 provinclal election. Each year had. a number of political

inciclents, thât ta,ken together, contributedl. to tbe Libera-lrs 1915

victory. In 19IO there $as a provlnciat election; the follonìng year

there was the Recfprocity coatest; the gorrernmentrs failures in eLevators

ancL teS.ephones vere a¡ono¡raceiL in 1p12¡ J.plJ san notorlous\r corrrept

by-elections¡ the eLectlon of 19th; a¡od. then the cli¡ax of tbe ParLia-

nent Builclfng scandals.

a,¡ fhe Strengtb of, the }hnitoba l,lberaLs fg 191¡+

As the l!J-l+ el.ection approachect, the Manitoba Liberal pa,rty

aBpeared mrch stronger than in I!10. ßconomic coudlltioas hacl ür¡raed.

agalnst the Consen¡ative aclministratlon. SoclaìL\y, the. problen of

the assLnilatlos of the foreign etbnlc groups demaaèed j^med.late govet:n-

ment aetlon, ¡rhlch the Consernatlvee verld. or coulcl aot give. fhe

uafn source of LfberaL strength lay in lts new âppêaËaÃGêr For a

runber of years 1t bad. trann¡ered. at the thene thst it was reacl¡r to carry

out the rrill of the people. Dfrect Legisla,tton ras the Llnchpia. 0n

teu¡rerance, for exauple, the pa^rty was rea$r to enforce strlcter

Ilquor restrfctioaÊ, but onty if Euch a mea$rre $as clirectJy approrecl,

by tbe electoratêr 08, suffrege, Prenier f.C. No¡ris deeLarecl tbat hls

].23
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party Ì¡ouJ.d. sirpport such a proposa^l 1f the !¡omen vanted it, not that
I

he himself believed. such a step vould. be a panacea for rvoments ills.

The party was mirch shrevder and were quick to seize the support of those

groups d.issatisfied. by their receptÍon from kenier Roblin. In I9J.2,

for exanple, afber the introductlon of tfre Por.¡er 8111s, the opposition

leader d.eel-ared. that his party would. far¡our home nrJ.e and. greater

electoral reprêéentatfon for trúinnipeg,2 Another phase of Liberal

stratery was to convínee the electorate that their Liberal party vas

one that d.id. not have to re\r upon cortrpt methods but was one that

aceurateþ mirrored. the peoplets wishes,

By its readiness to sponsor cerbain lssues, an Írnpressive list

of provincial grorrps had. passed resolutions favouring the T,iberal. party.

Some of the more prominent were the lr{ethod.Íst and. Presbyteria¡r Con-

ferences, Baptist ministers, the Soeia1 Service CouneiJ., the 0rangeneTl,

the PoLitical Íquality League and. the Direct LegislatÍ.on League. 0f

equa-l Ímportance, the Winnipeg Tribr¡ne and the Grain Growertg Guid.g

were stronger supporters tha¡r in 1910, Índicating how a Large nl¡mber

of the lnd.epend.ent vote had svung from the government. Ma{} of these

groups had. not grarrted theÍr support to the Liberal party per se,

but were a,fber one speciftc object and- looked. to the liberals to supp3;y

it if elected. Some supporters stitt distnrsted. the T,iberal partyts

motives but Ín seeking their private object, they activeþ vorked for

1_-* Hansard.g, ![!, Februa^:¡r lr, rgrl+, H{ 59.
_ a/.@, Fir 23, rgr2, p. 2i MFP, Aprir 23t tgrz, PI{ 68-
69.
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the Gritsr æd vere thus contributory to the grolring sentiment against

the government.

ftre support of some of these groups could. just be carried. so far.

past a certaÍn point thelr interests and. that of the Libera-ls becane

too sjmilar. Ìf,hen this occurred, tbey antagonized. labour synpatby'

On at least tl,ro oceasions was the lfinnipeg Trades Council aroused' The

Iabour body broke its affiliation vith the DÍrect Legislation League
?

in 1913, alteging that it was ad.junct of the tiberal parby.' ftris

move uas partlcul-arly signiflcant, since labour bad. Long been active

suppoyters of Ðirect Legislation, carrying 1t as an election p3'ank in

1903. The Political Equality League vas also critiaj-zed. for its

pa.rtiaLity to Liberals.

Another Írqportarrt obstacle to victory that h"ad been remor¡ed. was

the aIlegeè connection to the federal party' The [innÍpeg Tribung bad'

long aðvised. prorrineial- Liberals to folLov such a Coürsêr Cor¡rmentíng

on a resolution endorsing the fed.eral Liberal opposition sponsored. at

a nominating convention i4 Qìrnli¡ the daily warned the l'iberals to

a\¡oid. such tactics, since the najority of independents were a,lfraigned.

against rflôbfi4 and. that a,ny attempt to bolster the Ottawa group lfould
L

r,rea,ken this ind.ependent Bupporto' fhis advice was well found'ed', for

federalþ, the Liberal party was quite unpopular. Tbe loca-I group

tried to appear as a pro\rincial Partl¡ concerned wÍth provincia'l issues,

anð at the conclusion of the 1911r Llberal convention, while three cheers

3 canaôian Annrral- Reviev, lpIJ, p.
trl@,ffi1ÇT9rh, po 4'

577.
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vere given for T.Co Norris, various convention officers a¡oð the King,

the feðera-L party leaöer, Slr r¡filfrid. Laurier, was stuùÍous\t ignored,5

tr{ith such a number of groups under its ving and hence such. a

wiðe popular appea-l-, the Libera-l party roade it quite d.Ífficult for any

independent group to organize in 191L. ûbher hanðicaps sucb as the

ìr4Fortance of d.eep-rooted. parby allegianee and the fear of splltting

the anti-Rob1in vote by running thlrd eandidates al.so elirninated. ln-

d.ependent opposition at tbe po1ls" lfhen an iud.epend.ent vas nominated.,

many of the pJ-a¡rks in Ïris pJ-atfom onSy dup3-lcated. those of the Libera"ls,

and the Grits haê a ntreh better chance to pass them Ínto legis3-ation.

One example of the pressure of practical politics upon Índ.epen-

d.ent canclidates is the case of T.I{, Iünor,r1es, a farnrer of the fuerson

district and. active fn the M.G.G.A. Sarly in 1p10 be hað spoken of

the need. for fa¡mer candids,tes.6 For several years he contributed.

numerous letters to tbe ed.itor on the vlrbues of ind.ependent farrners

in politics, attacking machlne politics and. reninisclng about the

Patrons. In one letter of 1p14, he cormented. on |tthe unjust laws that

are crushing the fa¡snerst because tbe legislature is workÍng c3-oseJ;y

çith the lnterests. He fVrbher pointed. out that t'fire respectable por-

tion of the corus!¿nity are sick of political partisanshÍp and. are

looking in the d.irection of Independ.ence in politics for tbeir emanci-
Ff

pation."¡ He conclud.ed. by d.emand:ing that a farrner be M.P.P. for his

5 *", ivÞrch 28, LgrL, 2 PN 138.
e/@"t* Journal, Februa:q¡ 11, 1910, p. Ii Grain @r"t

Guid.e, Noveniber 2, 3g1:Ot PP. 12-13.' f/ fuerson .fou:mg,Ir February æt I}LI+, p. 1."
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constitueney. Little more than a month after rriting this lett€r itr.

T{nor'rles appeared. at the ].ocal Liberal nomination meeting, uiI].Íng to

give the Liberals a chatrIce" Some six months Iater, at the M.G'GoA.

convention, 1,{r, I(nowles again storqped for ind.ependence in politics.B

The drift of marry Ind.epenðents to the T,iberal fold. was a cottÀon oner

ftrus the cal-I by Ð"1f" Suchanan for aII dissatisfied. groups - the Direct

ï,egislation leagUe, the Social SenrÍce CoirncÍ.l, the Trad.es and Labour
o

Corr:rci1, the Land. Va1ue Taxation Leag¡¡e - to combÍne, passed unheeded.'

Not aLL Independ.ents were eorcpletely crushed. A few, such as

!1.8, I{ood., ran as independent Liberals. Another, Jarnes trnlilloughb¡r,

Liberal cand.id¿te in North ftrinnipeg ttB" lras also in tbe progrsgsivg ::

spirit:

I reserwe the right not opJ¡¡ to take an ind.epend-ent position
toward a,ny legisl-ation the T.lberal party ma¡r later see fit to
take up, but also toward.s the party itself shouJ.d they faiJ- to
nanfully and. honourably dea3- vith the reforts and. pled.ges con-
tained. in theÍr platfonn./lO

The Liberals vere quite prepared. to endorse non-Liberals. lttis supporb

was publicly announced by T.C. Nortis, and carrled. out in the case of

F.J. Dixon, who had. openly renounced a^ny Liberal cormection.[ Etse-

vhere, T.Ð. Ferley in Gi-nJ.Í a,nd. A"Ð. Craig Ín Mountain ran as straight

ind.epend.ents, the latter as cand.idate of tbe Peoplets Progressíve

Independent Potiticat Party. Craig is interesting in nany respects.

ô(J"eruide, Febru-a4¡ 1:O, J 15, pp. l6-1J.
gÆîbune, Janual¡r lzt 1914'2 P. ll.

ro/ ffi;uly h, Lgr\, F. 9.
J.3./ m", July 9, LgI\r p. 4. A letter to the editor by FiJ.

Dixon thatTãwas an Independent Progressive cand.idate and that aLL
parts of his platfo:m vere covered. in resolutj-ons of the Trad-es Congress

of C anad.a.
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trn his platforrn, he recognized that no party had a monopoly of good

J.egisl-ation and. thus he could. support ttany rÍghteous J.egislationrt as

a tnre lird.ependent. The scope of his platform was somewhat simil-ar to

that of the l,iberals, though going f\rrbher on some issues:

Unsweï\ring fideJ-ity to the Sritish flag and constitution,
total prohibition¡ Direct LegisJ-ation; universaL suffrage¡
proportional representation; single tarc; an equitab.lie and.
proportional rate of interest.flZ

Buttressed by nany Independ-ents, the prorrincial Liberal.s held

their convention in l4arch of J.p1l+ with a-11 cor¡fidence of victoryo As

one delegate exclaÍ"med.: ttlfihy should. ve not win?. lfe have a popular

Ieader vho has a united. parby behind- him; r+e have a splendid. causei

l¡e are fighting the peoplers battl..t' 13 Speaker after speaker lashed.

out at the gra^ft and cornrption of the Roblin goverrutrent, the ttselling

out of the birthright of the province" in not attaining more on the

bor.rndary settLement; the Conser¡¡ative faiture to approve Reciprocity;

and governmenta-l extravagence in public works. The ad.dress of one of

tbe speakers, NelJ-ie McClung, was parbicularJ;y notable in that it ças

the first tine in the histol1r of Canad.a that a voman had. addressed

a political conventj-on'

Ítre na,in feature of the eonvention was the drawing up of the

party platform. It eneornpassed. many of the questions that had. become

rh
more pressing since p1-0"*' Temperance, ðirect legislation and education,

for exaraple, were more in the public eye than in 1910. The party

12 Goid.", ldarch lr-, t9t4, p. zT.
13/@ I-{arch 26, :gll+, gN 226'
14/ See Appendix E.
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pleclgecl. itself to enter nes fleltls of goveruent actlvltl.es, stlch as,

prg¡rfdlrqg cheapr creclf.t for fa¡rers aorl encouraging ¡ÊFter clevelo¡nnent

tn lh¡ritobE. åû bistorie souJcee of eubarraEment rüas renoqed ¡rltb tbe

dlemanat f,or the federa.l govern!ætrt to glve the prorrlace control- of fts

nattrral" rego¡rrces. Eh,o clocr¡¡¡ent va6 a clear state¡rent of party al¡nE -

|t hað to be, since the su¡portlng gro¡pa were not wllltng to be toyeð

rflth. Conttaue.LSy rae 1t eqrhaslzeð th¿t the pS.atforn TÍas not one sf

irËLle prmJ.see, but rather one that beratded.a,rnerv era in provinclal

history. In naeilrg the ke¡mote speech, t.C. NoffLs clecl¡recl: ttbere

Ls a great çanre of pubJ.ic o¡rinf.oa ¡nssfng over tbe Ina:itecl States a,nc[

Canaila. riienandfng tbat pollticlans keep&5r prøiees. (Loud. cheers).t'

Afber ctting the dleecls of kesltileat îÍLIson, he contLnued, off f a¡¡ 
'

gfven a eha¡ree ï rril-l shon tbe people of tÚanftoba tbat a lrh,ni.toba

pollticf.an ea,ta keep hls promÍEee too. (f,oua 
"h"""s).t15

fbe eôr¡oatioa pLanþe of tbe Eiþ;ra} pl"atforn vere the aost

fr¡nrbant poltùtealJy. Events ðurfn6 tbe fg1p to }gLh perioit had.

ser¡¡ecl to break the Frencb Catbolie - Orange lodee al.lLance thst bsd.

been the br¡tl¡ark of the Coase¡$ative goverment. AE bBd. been theose

with other rilLssatis leal grcxr¡rs, provincLat LiberaLe rra,LLietl to ctef,encl'

thelr cause agalnsù the provlacia). Goverruæat. Sinee the clayE of

the schoole gnestLon fn f89O to 1896, boúh Èotestants and Catho1:ics

had. þeen conce¡rreð rritb tbe oaiotenance of what each conEidereel their

rl.gbts. p¡.enier SobLin bad. kept peace betnreen tbe t¡ro by avoicLfng

15 r,cp, I6reh a8, tgtl+, E[i 1t]2.
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any clash over his school policy, for exarr¡rle bilingual instruction,

compulsory education, the d.evelopment of a provÍncial univetrity.16

Ttre passage of the a¡nendments to the school Iaw in 1912 which

aimed. at relieving the d.ouble taxation which Brand.on and" Ifinnipeg

Catholics had. to pay for their separate sehools as r¡ell p,s public scÏrooIs,

touched. off a serj.es of incid.ents to the political enrbarrassment of the

Roblin Government.l7 l{arq¡ Orangenen believed. that the a¡nend¡nents vere

passed. to give aid. to seetarian scbools. Their belief r.las strengthened.

by the inclincation of Joseph Bernier in the provincial- cabinet - the

first Roman Catholic 1n nearly tr'renty y.ou.l8 The extension of the

provineial bound.aries in Lp1-2 also Ied, mar¡r to believe that the arnend.-

ments wouLd. gUarantee separate schools in the nen territory" The

ï.ibera-ls were guÍek to play upon these fears anå were joined. by sup-

porbÍng resolutions from such d.iverse grou-ps as the Royal Black l{oights

of Ïreland., the School frustees of lvianitoba Educational Association

and. the Provincial- Sund.ay School convention. fhe convention of French

Liberals, he].d ttro d.ays before the Liberal- eonventionr pì-edged. support
lo

to arg, party that would. restore minorÍty schools to the R@å¡r Catholies.*/

Though T.C. IIoruis attempted- to win their confid.ence, his statement

16_!,or a d.etailed. story of the Manitoba Schoolrs eontroversy,
see: !Í.L.n4orton, t'Manitoba Schools and. Canadian Nationality, 1B7O-19e$r"
Canadian Hisleq¡cql @, :9\ ; C.B.Sissons, Bi:T.,lnflal SchogÞ In.
@sþTonto¡ J.M.Dent and Sons, LgLTh George M. Tfeir,
ffiffiparate School iÞrestion in Canad.a (Toronto:The l4acMlllan Compa"rly,

r9s-ulmwo; !@, ?art r (rcnitora Econorn:ic sunrey
Board-, ur:meograin@ There are a host of other works.' 

L7/ MFP, I{ovenber Ð, L9I2, lN-182.
rB/ Ïni-ièt., AprÍI 18, 1913, PIT 1æ.
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that ttI ca^n never promise you sepa.rate schoolstt d.id. not enhance his

popularit)¡ a¡nong his Freneh supporters'

The fer¡ months between the Libera-l convention and- electÍon d.ay

sav a closer feelÍng develop between the Liberals a"nd the Orange associ-

ation" llithin the prorri.::eial Orange group, a gro^ring nr.¡mber had. become

d.issatisfied. rrith the executivers friend.l-iness tovrard.s the Rob1in go\rern-

ment. 3y the end. of l4ay, this sentiment bad. reacbeð a clir¡arc, when

the 0range Grand. Lodge of Sritish America, met in RegÍna and. cond.emned.

the Coldwe].t arnend¡nents "as a concession to the Ronran Catholic ÏrÍerareþ

of the province and. an encroachment upon the non-seetarian school system."æ

fiee group also d.emand.ed. the aþolishnent of bilingualis¡r and the inaugur-

ation of compuJ.sory edueatíon. .After the RobJ.in governlnent had. been

condemned, it r,ras na,tural that the Orangemen worrtd. approach the Libera-ì.s.

This soon oceumed when the Orange l,ofue of lilanitoba asked the cand.id.ates

for the Hou-se their views on the sehool question.4 ftri.rby-five of the

opposition and not one of the gwezrunent pledged. themselves to act in

accordanee wlth the Qrangemen vietrsn To keep the school question

bolIing, ],Íberal-s kept hanmering at the need. for competent school in-

spectors, the d.angers of a J.or.r schooL attend.ance and. the activÍtíes of

Professor lfanranslgr of tbe Rr¡thenian fbaining School as a Consewative

caropaigger. By election d.a¡r, eèucation had. become the rnain part of

the libera-l programe.

ð ¡&oP, ltay 30, 191h, rsT hL.
ã/-rbid., July 6, :9:4, PN th6.
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Tkiroughout the same ea,mSraign, the other groups also supported.

the lÍ'beral party. Nellie l4cC1ung spolre on ter¡rperance and suffrage
ôõ

at manJ¡ TâI-Laês.'- The Independent F'Jo Dixon, appeared as he had- for

a nunber of years on Direct LegÍ-s1ation. ftre Fresbyberian r'churc'he.e and-

the Method.íst union, though d.eelarÍng both partÍes vere none too satis-

rom Premier Robtinfactory, fel.t justifie$ in vithdrawing support f

because of his stand. on the liquor traffic. In the latter eonnection,

numerous church meetings roasted. the Consewatives, while other

teru¡rera¡ee supporters orga,nized local. political action con¡'oÍttees. In

its pre-election issue the Guide raked the Robl.in goveï:rllnent over the

coals on several charges: 'tit has en4rloyed. the officials of the civil

s€J:rricÊ " . . to bribe and. d.ebauch the electoratet' also, ttlt has proved-

itself the friend. of the saloon keeperst'; it has itused Ia¡r en-force-

ment machinery to persecute poJ.itical opponents and. to shield its owr

tools. "23

Tk¡e liberal party dvelled. on several other issues. In the

fieltl of finances, the old. slogans of .more se:s¡ices vÍth J.ess erpencl-

iture vere raised. The Consenrative party was attacked for raising

the bonded d.ebt of tbe provÍnce from the $ar5OOrOOO of 1899 to an

alteged. total- of some $tgrOOOrOOO.2h Perennial charges of erbravagence

and. cornrption vere dredged. up. Continr¡-a1:y, the voter was mad.e to

feel- that this vas no ord"inary election, but one r,rhere there was a

tt *n*, Biver ËÉ9s, J*Ly 2, ¡.g1¡.t p. 4i Glad'stqre Age, June h,
1q1l+. 'o. If

23/ cr.r:.ðe, Julir B, t9t4, P. 5'
aV ltnil.qpril h, t91ll' sN 158.
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tremendous moral issue: viz.2 to eradicate a grourr of politieians t\¡ho

have grown hold. in their manipulation of matters pertaining to elections
D.5

and patro[ag€'tt"

b. ftre l.Iealogsses of the Goverrnmenttg Posilion

Ítre RobLin govermment appeared. headed. for disaster. Tn 1p10,

although boasting a strong record, the Conse:srative party had onþ

sueceeded. in capturing slightþ over fifby per cent of the total- vote.

A pronor,mced. swing of ind.epend.ents plus some regular Consezvative sup-

port couJ-d. easil¡r topple the governnrent. tviany of the issu-es upon r^ihich

the Conse:rratives had gained. support !¡ere now gonee r¡[hi.le the settle-

ment of the bound.a:ry issue in t9I2 vas a feather in the prem:ierts cap,

it becane an j.ncreaseÕ source of irritation to the governnent' First,

thd governmenJc could be attacked. for not obtaining control of the

provincers natural resources" Seeond., in the ner+ territory, r.¡as itS

school system to be ad¡'rinistered' und'er the Laurier-Greeff'¡að¡ eompromise

or the separate schools of the Territorial Government? ftre mounting

unpopularity of the federal governaent r,¡as emba,rrassing to locaL

Consewatives because of Íts elose assoeiation as rrnd.erlined b;r f,¡s

presence of three l¡hnitobans, including Roberb Rogers in the fed.eral

cabinet"

A cnrcial factor i-n ConsewatÍve fort¡rnes l¡as the state of

premier Roblinfs health. Æ certain ti¡nes he d-emonstrated" a mounting

lack of self-controI, perhaps aceountable to growÍng fatigue and- i11-

25 lrg'p, June 22, LgLr+t H[ f8o,



131+

lLess¡ Some of his more unguarded. statements antagonized. the public.

fhe attacks on Sir Herbert Samuel, several elergrmen and. the tfinnipeg

city eouncil nere all rrneall.ed. for. One rural paper ungraeÍousIy com-

mented that rrkemier Roblints tongue is the one mernber of the Roblin

government whÍch the Prenier cannot *ontroJ-."26 Afrer Robert Rogerrs

renroval to Ottawa, the Premier relied. upon the Honourab3.e,C.Ho Camlrbei-L

as his ehief Lieutenant. Ca,mpbetJ. retired. ín J.ate lpJ.J because of

ill health, and. his latterts suecessor the Honourabl-e trI.H, Montaguer ,,

publie works minister, was soon reporbed. to be iL1 as velI. As

various sections of public opinion had been alienated. after lplo, more

stress had been put on rough politieal method-s to wÍn important by-

elections.

ê¡ The Sasis of Conseisrative

Although the d.ebit sid.e of the picture T^ras grfu¡ the Consen¡ative

admlnistration still had. severat posÍtive factors to its credft" Drring

the sessions since 1910, the gorrernment had. passed. a nr¡nber of note-

lrortþ acts. In 1p14, $ar5OOrOOO vas provid.ed. by a Good. Roads Act for

cash grants to the mrnicipa^litíes in order to i-urp:Fove market road.s in

:rural d.istricts. lhe l-ong standi.ng cold. storage and. abattoÍr probl-em

vas settled. the saue year in allowing for faeiLities in the eity of

Saint Soni.faee" A signÍfieant act was the appointment of a Brblie

Utilities Cormissioner in 1912 lrith erbensive control over tbe provincets

Succesg 19r!:}9+

26 
Ðrophin Press, Ju-ne 2!, :lg14, p. h.
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various util-ities. The appointment of 1I.4. Robson as the fÍrst hold.er

of the office met r,¡ith wid.esprea.d. public upp"oor1.2?

Ehe Public Eealth Aet of IBIJ vas exbensively rer,ru'Ítten in 19II.28

The foi:mev act occupted- lr1 pages and. 124 clauses - the amend.ed. biLL

had- 118 pages an¿ hht elauses with new sections on infeetious d.Íseases,

tenement homes and. bulld.ings, the proteetion of r,¡ater supplies and.

selrage d-1sposal. There had. been ao lag in publie r,¡orks d.evelopnen.b.

O¡rerations had. begun on the new provincial Parlieraent build.ings, the

new l@nitoba Agrieultural College, and. lesser worlçs about the provinee"

To forestal-l the sale of fraudurent stocks, - ttA sal-es of stoek Acttt

passed. Ln r)r2, r,¡hich soon pushed. out promoters of non-existant eoal

mines, oí1 r'reJ-ls, et cetera.

0n several of the great controversiar matters, the governnent

had- not ad.opted. a completely negative attitud.e" Several minor changes

had. been mad.e toward.s a greater ¡:estraint upon the liquor trade.

trfhite the Premier vould- not approve the prÍhciple of eompulsory edtrcation,

a Truancy Act r.¡as passed. 1n lp1h, aimed" at the parents of those

chil-ûren who d.id. not attend. schooL.

The old slogan of ].oyalty to the British Enpire as aiÌ exclusive

presefi¡e of the Conserrrative party was ex¡rloited. vigorous\r. f-he

d-ebates on Direct Legislatlon all-owed. the PremÍer to swell on the virtues

of British institutions as opposed- to the arnerican" rhe attacks on

the l,iberals for being d.Ís].oyal were particularþ marked- during the

tT *r, Nray :t5¡ rg:rz2 md 1a3.
28/ Ross Mítchell, t'The Ðevelopment of PtrbJ-Íc ileatth in }hnÍtoba't,

Canad:ian Rrb].ic Health Journal, FebruarXr, 193| , p.64.
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d'ebates on reciproeityn T.c. Norris was portrayed. as ,,the co-partner
of champ clark in staying mÍllions of d.ollars and. thousands of settlers
from floeking to our

election rallies vere

governnent not trying to carry out the will 0f the people and. keep both
hand.s on the union Jack¡ tt t'T.he conservatives stand. for a B::itísh
fupire-nade policy, "30 The Fremier courd. also point with pride to the
knighthood. \^rith which he vas honorred in 1p12.

strongest support for the goverrunent ca¡ne fron the party machine.

Compared- to its use in the lpIO election, it r¿as nors rmrch more vigorous\r
active and. Íts efficÍency shourd. never be und.errated.. One good...in-

d'Íeator r'¡as its suecess in the 1911 fed.eral election. Ffhile the con-

sewative party only rece.iv ed- JZ,f/c of the totar vote in r,{anitoba,

the local party whieh d.Írected. the federal earFaign in the provÍnce,

carried. eight out of ten seats available. so well r.rere the consenrative

)a
shores. r' / prominentþ d.isplayed. at Consenrati.ve

such banners as the followtng: rrls the Roblin

voters mustered. that three

votes and. another by less

the pressure on, the party

turned' uhat ur:ight ha¡re been a ¡mreh closer contest, into a Lj.beraL rout.
Tl.e jud.ieious use of governmental public works has a-lways

played. an {mportarrt role in politics. rn a rapidry d.eveloping area

of these seats were Ì¡on by J-ess thaÐ 90

than three per cent of the vote "u"t.31 ïfith
sent its forces to cnrcial- areas, and.

DO-' , AprÍI l, rgra, p" 4.
3O/, tefegran, Febzua,rXr 11, l-910.
J{ ParlÍanrentary Guid.e, 191I.
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as ïas liänltoba ðurrng tts earJy hletorT, theee beea¡¡e,of even aore

iuportance aÊ EeTr sreao requÍrecl the eomreniences of a settlecl col|'3'rlulty

rrithtn a retatfveJy eho¡t Berforl. @e cqmtry pqper Ln aa undeverøped.

cl,fetrfet aðvlsedl fts readers thåt it rlas lbrrüna,rry coulon Eeneett and.

nof poLitf.cs f,or ftg dlistrl.ct to retu:m a goreroeut eancl,iélate. îhe

paper $qrld allon those olcler clletrf.cte bevlag s,lL the ¡nrbLic butl.cLings,

rallva¡rs, roads ancl brtdges dtesiredl to su¡lply a,a o¡lpoeLtl.on ueu]er.

R¡'þLlc wor&e nere f.u¡rorta¡rt ae seLl ltr repreeenting a targlble ¡eeord.

of gørrermeat actlvtty dnrfrg ite te¡@ of, of,fLee. :[ÞÊ ConsewativeE

f,requeatþ ¡¡otnteit ritb prtcte to the EÊ.ny nen buürliìngs buirt for a
rapid\y grovi¡8 ewraity. l[bLs vas prt ¡nore forceftrJJy to the eoa-

stttuents of, selktrh rû 19L3 Þy E.rri lÍqyrorl "ff yo¡¡ ere intereotect,

the!¡, f¡r tþe rlcvetg¡uenÈ of, yolr øra constttueaey ia tbis regarcl, r
esk yor to sn¡Erort ne ln tbLe eonetltueary.n3e Ee mas eleeted..

It ¡ras natr¡ral that these o¡nratlone cot¡lc|. be chanelleit fnio
proJeots tbat benef,tttetl the rrarty. ome ne$spaper su@edt up loeer

gorer@ent poJ.ftlcal. actlvlty prior to tbe lplh electlonl

[bree seeEs ago the Rsbrtn Gisveru¡ent hinèry rilonated or Ln-
fllctedt on us a pa,:ty of, surve¡rors snd. thfs week the¡r sent trs
a Ba¡rby of trrelve telephone aea. Íhe teS.ephone sersice bae beea
oa ühe hn¡reer here fsr at J.eaet ftro years that rrc troaør of
anrl Ítte ae lf, the Børers th¿t þe bave Just fouad qrt abont it,.
Eleetfone are uarlotùtedly eæing off soon if pnesent laitfcatloas
uean a,rything. It eeems too bad. that tbe Bobl.fa govemment
let thetr elenratore go, for rf, th€ry had. tb€@ nou the¡r eourdl
have eent ep a ¡nrty of f,orty or ao to ¡nlut theo. Has a,qrone
heartL r¡ben the road gang woÊld amtve?/33

32 nur"u*r, ¡ey 6, 1913, EN rM.
33/@ Jo¡upa.L, t{a¡ch 20, lgth. Bepriut fræ Da¡rphtn EEs.
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Mrany others in government selrrice could. be calJ.ed- into serwice: baiJ.iffs,

cor.mty courb officers, provineÍal pôif,¡ceneA, tnrarrc¡' officers, road-

inspectors, homestead inspeetors, forest rangers, ga,me narde-ns, Ím-

migratÍon officials, police magistrates, foreign school inspectors,

licence offieials and. Agricuttural Society menbers. Patronage dis-

tributed in the right places built up Consenrative supportr A glaring

exanple of this is advertising and. other printing contracts supplied

to the partyts lfi.rrnipeg Telegrarn' In p10, for exa,mpIe, that paper

received over $26r!00 to tfre $th5.46 of the oppositíon S4anitoira Free

ahPress.'- Firms doÍng business r¡Íth the governrnent could. receive

contracts in consid.eration of a"ny contrÍbutions they might beston the

government. Qne of the tr^Iestrs largest eonstruetion firms, after

receiving the lÞ'aitoba Agrieultural- College contract, (in ttre period
2E

1911 to t91t+) ,r) waÉ a.sked- for a total of $aa, !00 for the Conselv'ative

r,¡ar chest,

The elaborate Conservative organizatr'.on paid. off in innumerable

more vays as election d.ay approaehed. ImmÍgrants eould be bribed. to

vote Conservative by having their naturaLization papers hurried. through

a;read- of the regulation minimum. T.I{, Johnson eonclud.ed. that at least

lr5OO sueh instances had occurred. before the lpIl+ election day to in-

fluence the trtrinnipeg results. I'trÍth the use of, election offieíals

it wa.s possible to get more voters'by ehanging the spelling of the

a-lmost qnspellabJ-e and. Erite unpronouncable narnes of some of the foreÍgn

34 ,"*"e oJ Mqnilc,bA: Publis Accotxrts, t91o (ÌIinnipeg: Kingts
printer, f@uffilñ õoap]Ieã by authorr

35/ rwP, I{aðr 21, rgL)+, PsT 21"
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e1ectors."36 To forestall any success by Liberals in any election day

d.isputes, the government cancelled the lÍcences of those justices of
j

the peace vho happened. to be LiberaL. Generous d.istribution of liquor

and. money voutd. send. out Ïroards of men to vote at a nr.¡njber of polling

þooths und.er d.ifferent oâ,tnêsr nhere ï'ere nþny nanes to go arorrnd- for

then - one voterst list eontained. seventeen resid.ents on a vacant lot

on ttrinnipegrs lÞ,pl-e Street. More speciaL methods were rese:¡¡ed for

crucial contest. In Centre lfinnipeg, the phone number of Liberal-

Labour candid.ate F.J. Dixonrs campaign hea.d.quarters was changed. on

election day after his campaign literature had. carried. anothet orr".3?

To ensure that none of their olrn failed. to vote, Conse:srative scruti-

neers at each polling station had. votersr lists rnarked so that they

knew: t¡l,fho are for us; who are agínst us; who are doubtfìrl; vbo are
aR

absent; vhO are d.ead.; who to sweari r,¡hO vOnrt vote. ttJ" lvlanitOba waS

ccn¡ered. by an unparalleled. organization.

fhe eno:mous power that vas wie1d.ed. by such a strong organization

vas not lost upon the Liberal parby. To forestall a snap electÍ.ont

as had. occurred ín 190? and. 1p10, l,iberal nominatj.ng conventions r,¡ere

called. in the winter of 1913. fhe party realized. that: ttThe goverrrment

is too strongþ entrenched. in its actual eontrol of the public business

to be d-efeated. by mere corulonades of resolutions or by platfor-n attaeks."39

36 *r, Jrrly 10, 1914, PI{ 226'
3T/-@íeS, ürly tr, Igl.:oz p. 1.
qB/ ffiineef ts Handbook for Conservative Îlorkers in l¡Þ,nitoba

rgro (ffiái ,:fF);p.-Ï.- - - 
-

# ' 
39/ ¡mÞ, r,nuy r, 19tl+, p. z2si Ïbid", lvfareh 13, 191h, p. 100.
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&e r.lberars ïeûe f,r¡rther hancllca¡peè W tbe loee of feðeral eu¡porù

tb¿t th€y bad. ¡neeeesedl ln 1910 aüit eaU.eri[ for al.è fræ the Libe¡€.l

goverueat sf, sastatcberao. rdttle coultl. be lega[y clone to etoB the

0onse¡ratlve uachineo Hlthl¡, the Eq¡se, f,or elru¡rle, Glf.reet chargee of

rtoLatton of l¿r rrcre uade agu¿Dst o¡e Wber - letrêEr rllatee, et eetera -
but tùe 6overæ,t lslð no heed..qo

Í&ê adntaåsüratlø hait furtber eas¡¡ed, itpry
W tfLæt¡nE, nhtcb badt grora rere f,xberal a¡¡iL rebq¡r

rras unfatrþ dlf,eerl¡l¡a'teit agafns'Ë. Altbougb the clty had. groro nrc,h

uore ra¡rftlt¡r tban the reEt of tne prøvfaee, tbe e¡¡tra geate she receivecl,

¡rere far belor ïhêt tt deeeryedl. Afber reitlstrlbr¡tfoa, Wfanl¡ng bad.

sfx, an f¡crease of, tvg rb,Lle three seatE veat to ühe northetn, te¡rltorlee

of, the prerlaec nþcre the¡e rrere ver¡r fetr resLclents. AE the Latter

sere dlef,erreil u¡ttL af,ter tbe reet,of tï¡e prorlnee had, votedt aad, ef¡rce

tÞÉÐr reqqLreð æry ¡nrbHc f.uprovcuenter'they un¡al¡V nent to the

Sweranent þ ace3anatLor¡ or Þy a fanilelf.dùe. ülblle tbere rere aruuiber

of Lfberral charges of, gerrX¡rnaoilerrr¡g, f,t te rlotibtfu.t f.f ¡n¡,eh rraÊ GË-

pf.øfieit as a floatfag pø¡¡u¡^e,tto¡¡ r¡qr¡LiL ñlrn{r¡lsþ ltE Er¡cceeeo @e f.u-

terestlng lacl(h¡rt rae tha,t sLtcb ha¡U¡eaed, to tbe onfy ttro Consc¡lvatlve

neuiberE of the Legá.etattrre nho losü thclr aeete by rcdi.etrlbutlon.

Botb had. bap¡¡eaett te vote agafaet the gwerruent, oE onê of tbe rare

bccastons ûüea such e tbf¡g oceerrecL

Xùe frencn GetbsLte vote rlas st{LL a etrong ¡roB of the Boþlla

* ,*, ¡."1 rc, 19rlt, lN 95,
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goreroento llhÊre cìcre eefcral faetleatloas ths,t the È$o häd. rr+{nt¿taeril

thefr long-eta¡*¡rug frtcndsr,.¡xrr IB lgllr a,fter thc fcräaæl, el[eetf.oa,

one ¡bencb aarapaper poiateril, or* it ba¿ hÊlpe¿l the consenratlve pa¡rty

andl eqecteril .Ioeeph Bc¡nler to bc a¡pof.uted. to tbe ¡lrøvlaeial cabiæt
to take the place of Boþeta Bogera nbo bad. eateredt the f,erileral cabtaet.hl
lþe Eoas¡¡"ablc 8.P. floblr', sssrgneal tbc ¡ortfoll.o of Þqvl¡cfal Secreta¡qf

fa A¡ELL of 1913r Be¡al'er ássunrng tbat poaitioq. rB the fnterna3, thc
SweruêÃt UA rcn¡seð to re¡nel the edÞtgsæs 0oldtwçll aucndrcnse,

t'hcrciby saer{'f,tcfa8 Ora¡¡ge vøtes f,or tbose of Bqaa oatboues. Tbê

cægeryattve ¡ra¡|lry rms rers¡ðedt fsr thefr etaad, as tue lprh ereetton
c¡proacücit. 1€ Llbcrte boJddy sta,üe{l that thcre l|ae llttle altcroaüive
for trlrcueh troio*:

votons et iotoae ti¡ng aotre tnteret,¡otu¡eL et reltgrerqx.hns ecttc Lutte, cela prtæ toetee J.es ant¡ee quÊ6:Ërgos¡
arf,tbagc f,eûte, Legfatation dtireete, referendaq-aboütioa ocl¿ buveÈte, ete. votons eeat¡re eeui s¡e ",¿"lt-*urr¿"L,Le cþottg @ Tuyr sroag rêgagnes dùe¡mrs qrerques *o."", io,t 

"eesutre ecux E*t t¡rouv.c¡¡t EqÊ Þous e¡l¡e¿gagng troe oe taácarEet nal.atenoas tru¡r ðtatnooþcre catboHqnee danÊ-noe eeolci¡
vørtoas I)olr ecllx døut LraotLoa - LEtereJEee ou dl¡es fatereesce,
¡tGt¡ f-ultor.bê - a favorÍsc r¡n anef¡ritress@Et dÊ rtfaJuoaiui-ao"t
aøes eq¡ffl'qÊ8r_VOtOne psur ee¡¡x qnL ont proÌfire par-J.crrr eon_riü¡rte qne te bil.fegurüÊ ntcsb ¡ps t¡n nof,vtale dÃo aoe ãcorãe./r+a

d. ÍÞe fgf¡+ Electfo¡¡,

Oøeelratfve stratery vas to renafa oa tbc of,f,enstveo Srhaof.e
nas plaaedl upoa lFor¡¡teen years of, erustmctlvc etatcmansht¡rtr thgt

bl u.rn¡,urg Bree¡, 0ctober 6, Lgu., po Lsoleff.. 

- --
t+Zl !g t¿ber"te, .luly 7, LgLl,., pr t.

Eeprtatedl f,r@ IÊ
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hait brwgUt rcre prrblLc bulld5æga, tbe bot¡nitary settleüeùt, tele¡ihoaee,

lErrcr ratlrqr raËes andN, eonstmo:tfon, goodL æadß, agråetrltrrral. aJ.rË[,

eðrcatf.on antl llqaor legË.s1at1*13 *.O cqrhaefs was pla,oert on tbe

goverent.3s gußeese ln profèf¡¡g all !þgss gesf.eee ïhfle ¡tfll achiev-

tlg €üauâ.l sur¡ûusee. llthe Coneeryatlve eoacem for ütbe uaterial

tlenelo¡rcat of, prosperity of q¡¡ prorf.ncer nas strougry cs¡trastedl to

tbe ¡tf,ad,s aa¡t f,aaeLes to catcb tbe SocraJ.i.Bft anð the restleee* by the

LJ.bera.L¡. llbe I¡fbenal plaËforu, ras elescrlberl as trsoclalfottt aad. tra,tl

that was *.ae¿ to nahe tbÊ Lfberal plaËfora 
"oryLt" "" u, no¡*øU".o

conoe¡n. nas aa¡rrLagF a.s " n¿tff contract aod, pol,l.ce cq¡rü èlnorce.l*

tbef.r strntery u¡¡rtsubtedt¡r eaffied d.tvldeui!,e rr¿th the <lefeetlo¡¡ sf certaiu

reguJar tlberaLe. Onc Eueh r¡as tbe Eøor¡¡Ðl-e E.fi.G.G. Hay, a Loag-trtme

actlve æ¡iber of that party, çho cot¡lct not follsrr the LlberaLs ürto

Dlrect Legf.eJ.atlon an¿ sr¡fCragÞ.&

A s¡leclal atteqÉ tlas nade to sor cll.ecord, betseen tbe teqreraace

f,orcos aBiI the Libcrals. Aobl;tn ¡ntaterl out tþaÈ rrttb êl"rect lcgf.s1atlon,

tbe ltEuor l¡terest ccn¡-lÉL euploy lt to destro¡r a4r restrletlve aetso

ALso, 1f tbe proposedl refere¡¡ihu sf, tbe L1þera.Le rae dlef,eatedL, tben ft
*"" ff¡"lV that the tocaL veto a¡eas nr.fa dÍsa¡¡gear. Contfrua[y

the prce!ûter streqEecl that rthe potrtcy of the ¡ecent gwemrent 1E toùal

problbLtlon þ uoe sf the iota.f veto - el$ty per eent of the total

l+3 
see Eeeord. of, tÞe eeÞUn Gorre¡næ!ü 19oo to 1911*.

ulr/ rercEñ,-ÀõF¡iTãTfl[,¡¡ -l
4J+a¿fE;E;e.e-. 4q' wiÉ a ueriber of the f,trst l&¡rttoba Iegfslaturer

Ee lecl tbe lÅbeia.L palfry Þef,ore reJ.;fnqutshf.ng tbls posÈ to Er Oreeura¡¡¡
Actlve l^a thê Rle3. fiebellløte, he also vas tbe f,trEt LLberaJ. to run
federaLty fn tb,e PrøvLoce. MEP, Janu,ry lO, 1913, pr I.



rql$

area of, thts provl¡ce Ls total probltltfon tod¡¡r.oh5 Ee aeg!-eetecl to

potr¡t oet, howerer, tba,t lLgnor lLccaees baô do¡rbLe¿ 1D [ÞÀ1toba EÍnee

hte aßeeseLon to offlee and' tbat'the eigþW per ceat frgg¡e taclucledL

tbe Jargc r¡sorgantzcdl, terrttorlee of thc aorth vtth ttE low ln¡nrLaÈiou.

oa echreatloar.an etteq¡t 1¡ras uadNe to uoll$y bo-bb orangeuen

andt gøa¡¡ CatholLce. At tbe ans¡el" bangnet of, llestern CaùUollcg, Jose¡rh

Beral.er reasgureô the grsnp tbatr \fe shalL Ecrver ¡e:ntt arybotty to

prererat us fræ teacbiug øur ffiIl tåo$ra€e.t6 &e }flrlister of EetueatLon¡

Oo1'ênell, eüreseedt tbat thê 0olelwelL **Ot*ts l¡ade the 1890 anô L89?

qplbs nore eff,ectlve aüit tbat *!&nitoba has tbe nost ef;Reetlve eæ¡
" ,tti*.ff¡ntsol¡¡ sehooL sl¿r¡sc l"a tþÊ Dfi

frro notúIe featr¡rue oi tþc Coasewattvc caqralgn nas thÊ

eqrbaete ft plEretl ou elcrgroon a¡¡ct l¡þorr¡ AÈ lfLatrl, a noath ftm

eleotf.on ilsy, the provLncefs flrst ni.nteter l¿,Ebect out at tbe cædcn-

¡¡¿tLsu of, hLs govetîlent þy thê l¡þtboÉttst Corf,ere¡ree, dleol"aring tbaü

tbsÈ bo'ily had. fallcn lnto LlÞera1 baadg. Ítlh¡¡ee dlaye leter at Enersou

he cordcmetl tboee ul¡Leters nbo spoke cxrt ag3i¡et hl"r¡ "I brand' as a

esnardl. the ntntster rho viLL erftleLze ue aad, riLL ¡ot "ii* ne to

stantL ol¡ the oane pulBtt to ilefenÄ nry"oLf.# A øore eoncfllatory

sptrlt vas c¡ùlbttedf furûriLe organlzecl. låbo¡r. SevcraL vcoks bef,ore

tbê end. of the caqlaågn, tbe preofer eudden\y ao¡or¡¡ceril that tbe

goveruneü,t ïsr¡lÃ sooa eEtabLl.sh a l¿bqr bureau, an obJect eot¡gþt by

h5 g"rro.r, .n¡ne 1?, r9rh, ffi 137.
t6llñIfÃerfL ry, r9lll, H 187.
lrZT ñäi[., ¡r¡nc 2]., rglh' 3î{ r?¡+.
¡,s/ rb-ã.i ¡urv 6, tgtlr, EN 92.
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the].oca.lWtnnlI¡egTraclesancll¿borrrCounel]-forswera].yearÊ.

Toeogcludletbelrcau¡lalgr',tbeConserratlvesresortecltotwo

olcl slogansl

ser¡e:rÌrereourfnetftutfonst}'reateneclbyparbiessocllrectþ
BË ûor¡ Nerer vere üea "" 

rn"o*¡noru"e Ír ther.r eff,orts to

defeat those rho'are Britlsh, *a f.3pp:*-t" yotr as l4anitobans'

eÊd, I a¡rpeal to yolr es citi;åns wortrnr of yorrr berftage to stand

together. B"-.ü"y" r,g"ttó[gl, f: alrcaya canacllans, be always

lrlttsn, be allrays Consenrat'Lve' l+2

Ehe conaectÍon betveen the feclerar ancl prorincia"l tiberars lraE ctnelJerit

upon'¡nrblc'urarlyrnitbregarcltothefedteralscande,lEanêtheabsence

of ary crltÍeJ.sn from prorrlneia'l Liberals'

oaeprominentnfqistervietrecl'theelectlonfnaill-fferle¡irtllght.

lfe are at the crossroaðs' Ehe.clef,eat of the gorernnent ls not

at stake. It 1s ¡rbether tne iA""fs wbLeb anl¡ate the progressive

pollticians of t&nitota arã-tù" ra""r" tT¡at a¡e gola8 to be per-

naBent antl have ü¡e ðoniu¿ãhg-piac" 1n the nincts of tåe eitizens

of thls cot'rntr1¡./5o

Ít|husthetvopartiesfaeeòeacbotherastheJt¡tTr0electtoaday

approachect. lttre consertratives possesseel a falr]¡r progressive legis-

Lative reoorê, successlve by-sLttion vf'etories þoth 1a prorf'ncíal'

a¡ritfederalcontestsrthesettoftbebornda'rX¡iEsueanc['rrhat

proretl' to be of crrrclal irporbance' a strong parUy organf'zation' ltlhe

gorerranent LabelLetl thelr o¡poneats asl

. . . couposeit ebleflif of banish-the-by a'clvocates' fenale

suffrage'ããin*Ái"sts, :nti-t"tt"* ancl refer*dÏ1 eJ'enentst

ôisappointecl a¡ancxatiOarsts, 
-ãrnsrltaxers, antl-vice crr¡saders

anéL a sprinhling of disappóínteiloftice-seekers' T¡aglne

t{anltoba ar rhe nercy of 'ËË;-t"iãri""r a,ssrese,tíonl/t}

pr 1.
EN 37.
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|&c Lfbers.ls, oa tbe other ha¡d,, b¿d. gu,cceedeal tn capturfag a u¡ch

]¡"gàt ¡nrb of thc A¡¡g¡.o-Sa¡lon, Luiûe¡lentlcnt vote than f,orr ¡rearg p¡e-

vforely i¡ tbctr ïÉ1Îf"¡gr.rese to ce,Iry or$ tbe nLebes of eervcraL clLg-

satf.Eflsð gr€qpso tecy saecreat aË the Oonserrattvee as: "n1Uer

RoiblLa, Ets Gove¡msnt, tbê L,lqnor lra,fff.c, aadt wer'¡¡ f,óln of organfzedt

viec aad.'nrl*."5â

tue elccifon re¡n¡"lts $Errr êur¡lrd.o{ng fa EweraL 
"oe¡r"t".53

me ggec¡muent, altbøqgb reteLulng off;lec, ell.et eo rrtth a reùlced[

æJortty, É of, þ ceate., a¡âdt rflth thcfr Lorrcct percertagc of, the toÊaL

vortc al¡ce t'helr aceesalon to offtlee. mry of thetr mibers nere

re-clccùcdl ïttb dtcereaeedl uaJorlttee, anô tbe Honourable E. Amstrong

r¡as clsfeotcat tD tbe norualJy stroug Conse¡sative Eeat of, Fortagc La

pratr¿c.5h Ïhc EæoerEþLe ï¡Hr lrhntagne aa,rrsslV ntsectL ûefeat by

a nargJ¡ of, oue Yo'tc.

fbc gcrerærÈ lrEe fortu¡ate to rrl¡ f¡ eereruJ. nee¡ceta. llÍs-

r¡lpegr whfch vorüecL more for L,lÞera.l and. Labolr canålclstes, rÊB vastlü

uEdrer-rqpreeenteð.

eornereÉl conteatsr:rrttl¡ tbc GoaeewaËive ea¡¡Àf.dls,te, rrtraatng oa a spllt

vote. It fe probable tbÊt ff, l¡þot¡r streú€üb had, uot rLEen Eo

ua,reerlly sfaee 1910, tþG llbcúaLs rEELt beve ronr l{tth thc f,our ecata

52 S*t"¡Eeo, JrEc ?l5, LgL}, p. l!.
¡g@þgÐLqtid.r.lgft Electfon regr¡-Lts. [oüa'l vote, rMr-

Ð5. eãü@@¡ r,iberalo, 6erTn 9r t+2,!fii
I¡dlc¡¡caile¡¡t,Bt 5TA or O.3Éi f4berrr(íagllrdl¡g F..f. Dl¡con) I5r08h or
ß.4, (rrftUout F.ü. Di:ron') 61879 or l+.15.

541 Thc rr¡rn{¡ter Later sbtal¡edL a eeaË 1¡ the ôef,cmeel eleetLoa fa
Granit Bapf.Gb.

Ia f,cn¡r eeate, Iabou¡ eanÀldl¡,tee had, fsreert tlrrec-
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tb¿t ïqrfil aot bave becn lo¡t oa the eplf.t voter tbê LfberaL party flsrü.ri

bøne Þad, heaü¡r-f,fve fsstcad. of trrerúy-oac scaü¡. Ebr dÊferfcô eLeetlous

f,or tbe no¡tbern ¡eate ïq¡frl thc¡r havc q¡ilor¡þte¡ltv voted. LfbcraL, ee

lt nae dløÍBâ,gt.

As tt ras, tbc Lfbcral pa¡ty attaf¡cil a þigþcr ¡nreel$age of

the total vote tban übat of tþe 0æsewatlveal, lf F..I. Df¡¡snte nas fs-

el¡äcdt lr¿th tbo forrer¡ flhe pcrccotagc rctrt¡l sùaþit at &8.1 for tbe

ø¡¡nel.tton aåð 1t6.T for tbc gsvêrnneot. Íh,G Llbera.le pichcdt up Large

gafnc fà t¡e southÉstern pa,rb of, tbc p:¡ætsee, a,tr arêa nbLeh ïa.B aore

t"Uno" eeonmfcalt¡r anil ¡nore beartly ¡p¡nü¡Èeif þ Angto-Saxsns tbaa

the reet of, Èhe provlaeer I¡¡ tbet clLetrfct the etrcngËb of, tbe proteet

gror¡ps ar¡rportfng tbe l,tberale nae tbe atrongeet qrtËfdle Wtnnt¡ng.55

$be Coase¡rattvcs ep3anatton of Lfberal gal¡e r¡ae the chÊnge fa OrangE

or¡gnrt. Ihddbted{y thf.s ms tryorta¡ú¡ but a ¡r¡iber of cl.f.EtrLcts

nhere tbe @rder nas gtrfte strong¡ sucb a¡ Ìrhnltor, trfi.U.qraÊy, 'llbrtle

libr,utafn, Bea¡¡tffr¡.l glat^as, sÈtIt retr¡mert Conse¡ratfveso

@bber grouips f.n tbe eleetfou also bad. nadc EonstatêraþLê g¿fnß

sl¡cc 1910. Isbourts aÀnance ras yery slgaJftcant. âû tatæegttag

stiùcl:I.gbt to ilc eleetton le tbet tbe tota.L vote of F.J. Dh¡os nae

greater than tbe eqibtneð gu of thc ïho|Le eabtnet ut 
""rré".56 

In eíx

contests, those ean¡ûfð,¿tee reprcsentf¡g the l¡ibot¡r Repreeentatlon

55 m. go¡serratfvee expeetedù thLs sotrtþern area to be t}¡s bul-
r¡arh of tbetr vote. Selcgra¡o, Jqly 8, 191O, p. I.

¡61 neEre:;ts¡ trîFEffin (8ræ5). ge ãaut¡et - aorna¡€B (rrroe)¡
oor.ct¡leIl (rr8gfh nobu.¡r (fræhh .åmstrong (tlr.)¡ !ffitaellê (rro8?)¡ -

Lanrcnce (f¡8)¡-Be¡nf.er (11603)-- a totaL ot..lrStã.
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erofttee, Soela.ì, Deooerattc Barty aüit the SoclalLet Farty of Galrada,

rceelvedl ?rOOO votes. llbst LnilèI¡en¡l€ûrte jotaea the tibera]. party.

lf.D. Fer1ey anrl A.E. Cratg, the only tso casôiilatcÊ wbe raa agatoet' bstb

olcter ¡nrtlcs, traüLeaf tbe ffelð,

€o ry ry strr¡ ry Étb 3þE iîîa3r¡r:É
Àltbøu€þ tbc Oonee¡ratfve goreruent Treg returuËÉl, oerenal Llbenal

ileuanils vere aEF Irûrbially eolvcril. llhe flrror arougetl thcfr ru¡4nrters

that tþe gover@Et ïulLô aot- da¡e to tsqpn rrttb tbcr] fbe m¡¡ttoþa

Eree Prege eontluccl to prees f,or uary of the saæ electf.on f.âsÌ¡ee as

orffrage, i.terqnra,uee, edùecatlon, rtgbt'af,ber etreetioo dla¡rc It ças

ooty tbê outb¡ea,k of, tbe Grcat Iûa¡,1¡, ÆgeeË tbat gave a terynnr¡¡

reapttc to ¡nrty conf,EtcËr åE tho ¡onühs ¡rasseGl, bowever, rrcire p]rlo-

afaenee rnas gfven to lseuee that n1gbt bave otberrrå¡e been nsglecteê fn

peacetíne, tbcreby f,orcfig Èeuter Bobll¡ to Eæ f,orm of actlon,

raÈber than Gvaelø¡¡,.

As t'be ïar I):eogrêsscdl, tcqrcrance feell¡g usuatctL rapL{J¡r" 'lterc
:

fl€re üa,{r Grrc argtreats cga{r¡¡*¡t' the sale of }LEnor. A rutiber :,f:9euseô

abont tbe nceelE of, r¡a¡tf¡e¡ eeonøieal¡y, tbÊ EfJ.tta,er"usec to rihtch

the fag¡leritieato of aleobolfe bevcra6ee eeuLdt be ¡nr$ socta,lÄy, tbe

aletrl¡er¡ta1 tnfLqcaec of, 3.l,gnor tn Lorertng tbe viteL;lty of tbÊ troo¡rso

IÐ tbe cr¡r for a,a all-out r¡ar etfort, IJ.quor rnae out of pJace. AilÀtttonal

aoa¡o1íttcaL grq¡¡¡s¡ o*cb as tbe Wfæt¡ng Oa¡aadl¡s OIub, as&eù for ¡¡src

regtrf.etloûe orr tbe llqaor t rftf".5? Btef-ng teu¡rera,qce øptrlt revealed,

57 st"tg*"o, .ê¡¡gBEt 1,3, t91l$, s. ?t
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Ltsclf f¡ thÊ naJorXty of Loea-l o¡rtfon esnteete that pasoetil, the veto

fa Deceqiþer sf 1911+.

fbß Brortnclal govcrælnt ree¡rcnGlecL UV t¡euguretl¡g fresb rce-

trlctlons. Tbê sErrcn proprl.etory cruþe fn Hlnnt¡ng rtrre cLoEedl encl

Itb¡¡Ltoba r¡a.e tbe f,trÊt prwlnce ln Ga¡¡sd¿ to e¡¡force the early closrng

of, Þa¡e aoil ltquor storee e¡rclg ïaJrbl " Ítese ragulatlous nere

eaforecdl - f2 Ltq*or låeeqces bet¡E t"'U'ora¡l]y eerpeadcd. f,or vLol¿-

tfons of the rlgeor aet near the eacl of tbe ¡reeur. xta l9r5 scesÍoa of,

tbe le¡rltoba legf.sLature sar f,t¡rtber restrfetXons, snc of tbe rore

notecL onee ¡al.eeû the age of a ul¡or f,ræ gt¡cteen to etgbteen for pr¡r-
'

p@ge8 of @¡'lntrtng.

lfhtlc the teryenaoce foreee cændedt the Prenfer f,or tbese

aeaorrcJ, thcy rere far frm satlsf,lcdL. BJr aon, eætl¡ßeat streset^ag

prohlbitton nas raplelly rountfngo [belr flrst lsgqcst ts erosè tbe

bars Aurf¡g ra¡'tf.æ nas denLecl. RobLtn refi¡sect to neet a Soeia]. Serrrfee

0sr¡¡e11 fE tbê faLL of 191b.58 rþe preqter etLLL rgir¡tern¿ð th¿t

troeal ø¡¡tiøa r¡as the beet prohtblttoa echeue a¡rl nae achtwfog a

¡eetrLctfon of, thé Ltquor tre,fftle. Eie eteteñe!¡t rrgs borge or$ tn

Deccnbcr of lpllr, vbes the vast rnaJortt¡r of &,loeal oBËf.ol coateets

åecidlcrt for LoeaL o"to.59 'llhe f,ss coneeeslon^E tbat håd. beeu. nade ¡rere

rorni[y eonderccrL þy tbe Wf¡aiBeg Setq¡"da.y 39g9, bftberAo a¡l iatense

Con"eenratfve ¡taJÊf.san, allegfa€ that tåe gwerruent nas too arbttra,q¡r

f¡ itE actlonE.

tt ¡*, se¡rteuiber el, r94s, Elq. 166.
591 ÍeÅeeram, Dccenber 16, 191.¿t, Eü Zl.
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Oa the @üher f,tery toples of, odl¡rcatlon aad, strfflage, the aduf¡¡t-

strEtton took ].lttLe aetLon, althougþ alteredl, conclftl.one ¡rarranted. Eøe

chaoge fa tts ¿ttltt¡deo |Ihc fqror-tant coatrtbutlon of, na,4r næn to
thc war e*for-b nade a dleer¡r fupreesf.o¡¡ a¡d, coueertedl ¿ au¡iber of a¡rtt-

oÉfbagettes. flheu the st¡fÊJrage dteJ.egatf.on net tbe Fred.er, lrorerrer¡

he refi¡secl' to eonstríler thelr reEueet. 
, 
Ee ¡¡aE eoncLLLatory thie tl¡e

thougb and herit oqt the hor¡e that be ûiÉt graot thetr regueet af,ter

they had, eonducteriL an edhrcatlon¿l ea4lalga oa the to¡,te.& A f,er¡ rrceks

J-ater, the gøverrueut def,eatect ao o¡poef.tl.oo ¡notf.on f,or srrf,flage on

tbe grotrnds tbat the tf.æ r¡ae tnopporture and that Íþ@n rrcre ¡ot
l.ateresterl 1n sqeJr . ¡-,lr;6l

Hhl]€ tbe gwerrrent nfgbù h¿r¡e been aþLe to teu¡rorLze on søe

fszues, edueatlon was a f,ieLd. it cqr,¡.trl aoüi The grange rodge of,

tr&ultoba nsnedL agafa fo¡l tbe reÞeal sf the Colü¡eIL 
"sen¡æatE 

ae weIL

as tac Ganrier-Greeuwqr agr"nept.6e rne ngai.toba cornrEntLon sf,

SchooL [n¡.stees eskedl for qn l'q,aÉfal cmLsefon tó fnveetlgate G.R.

ooldhrciLlfE etateueotE that there ras aG¡ prørfactal. eehool wüe¡e

hglieh rvas nob pro¡nrly targbù.63 as nas the ease l¡ other flcld.s,

the dena¡ês of, sar ¡rø¡Éedt a nnr edülcatfona.l poJ.Lcy. Þíor to the

outb¡rea&. of rar, tbere had. beea E@ &eegure of toleratton exblbfterl

to tbe lmf,grantsr As bos:tt.tlties eontl.n¡edL, a,utl-foref.gnor ee¡ltt¡e¡rü

$fek\y uscnt€€l. Bltte¡rers ¡¡eaehect euch e Btte.b tbat a riblegatfon of,

6 Eaosa¡d,s, MEF, ltarch 10, l9].5, þ, tl.6fl Iblð., lbrah 3Or I915r pr J.2!e
Ûdl.ñúæ' reuruâry ai,
6il erq, Febnurry 25, L9L5, Is.,I85.

@, ¡â¡ch 3t L9Ljt P$ 196.
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Anglo-Canadfans se¡¡t to tbe Iegtslature ¡¡ettttont¡g tþ¡¡;þ all l{asltoba

tmraf,nfans be iste¡pect or rileporteril beca¡ree they rere þreparfng a

rerrorutlo¡¡.*&

ghe Consen¡atLves ETLLL ctLd aot budse; litinfster Cslrihel-l

AcoUrea tbat tbere ha,el beca a sbar¡r rlse, fa eetàsf atteactanee sÍac€

the ¡nesage of the |llrraacy Act¡ tb"t ,Ea€I.fEh ruas üarrgþt satf.efactorfty

1rû the ¡rrwface¡ a¡¿ tU"t t¡e esfürc¡.l æenihotg bad. been dtraf,bedl to

reLiwe lülnni¡cg CathoilLc Schools, not ts restore separate oneor Slb-

eequent f.lberat ¡no,ttons to-aþolLeh the GolðuELl æeDilücaüe and. fryis¡t

coqn¡feory etlneatlon, nere dtefeate,tt.'

$€rtÌflthstamtiag the a¡ræ¡¡eeueut by tbÊ gører@enË of, the fn-

teatLo¿ to estú118b a Bu¡ear¡, of, Laþqrr, gerrcraL labor¡r syaxrtlqy ðXd.

aoü üeve oloaer to the 0onsewatfve pa¡'by. ll'rrt facfriteots had. antagætzeÉ|,

orgasLzedL laþq¡re lthÊr¡ a ur¡ibor sf æniluentc rêle aade ts tbe prov-

l¡ctal fatr ïagp ec,hedrrle, rerrtsf-ng ft rilo¡mn¡€ fa Ewera.t eases rrtth-

or¡t eæs4ttl',g tbe trqdee conce¡neit, the lebour Cq¡nctL. coael¡¡ctecl tbat

the prorfacfal govetæcnt aud. tbe ParlJæe¡rt buffùf¡lg cætraßtor nare l¡
lea6ne rrltb eaph otber f,or tbe ¡xr¡*¡Eee of taktag adraatago of, tbe prescat

dÞ¡rneeserl eonÀttLøs of thc Labst¡r ra¡ket to tls¡rress the ïagpE of, tbc

sorkers.o6S llfbe second. faetrilcnt .lras that a3-l. In¡þLre works of the govern-

nent þad, bee¡o ors¡nndeð vith the outbreak of ¡rar. 'ilhat act lefb na4¡

norkers u¡cqrLsyecl, aacl Tlthflrt relf.ef, &æ gwement.

& ,orr*r, @ La SbÊex,gkln 0oEts (toronto: ftba Eyerson Press,
t9h?), po aL5¡
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Although nanovJ¡r mlssl.ng defeat in the 191h election, the

0onser¡rative gorrernnent tl.ltl. uot undertake the bolcl actfon that r¡as re-

quired. 1n severaL fielcls. To a ntrndber of protest groupÊ, the gonenr-

uent bad. a stock replü for their procrastlaatiou

Ehere ïas no paramorrnt issr¡e and, the onJy proþLem tt¡at nat-
terecl at the present jtrnet'ure was the problen of how to eave
tbe tu¡rlre? Wnat vas parby poJ-itlcs al a tùne lÍke this/66

f. Íbe Oonsen¡atlve Aclnlnistration EegignE

Í|he ßobLÍn Governmeat night have neatherecl these stonnsr btlt the

notorlor¡,s Barltanent Butlèing scands.L tbat enrptedl in the 1915 session

of the Legfsla,tu,re clefeated. that adlministrra,tion. TeaclerE hacL been

caLlecl in lhy of 19L3 and. Thonas KelJy ancL sons recelvecl tbe coatract

at a btcl oî &2285915Q. U¡ltlL ead.y 1:9l.:5t tbere comeneecl a tanglecl.

web of events bet¡¡eeu the aclmlnistration anct the contractor on changeril

contracts and. ."Çt&LargecL estfrnates of constructlon costs.

llbe ntnÍoter of Rrb1ic tlorks, [f.H. lvþnt{a,gue, announceil on

Septeriber 18, 19Ih, to tbe tfar Session of tbe $4anitcba House tbat due to

errore by the arcbftect, tb original coEt of the FarLlament Buildllngs

world, be exeeecled by !0 per cent, or a total cost of $lrrSOOrOOO lnsteacl

of $3rOOO,OOO. fhe LlberaL opposition 6oon pressect for an investfgation

of the 'constnrctlon. ReLucta,utly, iE the 1915 Sessioo, Prenl,er Roblin

allowecl the Fu,bLic Aceor¡¡te Co@ittee, packed. by a CoaEenrative najority,

to Loo} Íato the natter. As ex¡rectecl, thLs bo{y reportecl that there

66 n rrg"¿., MEP, Febrtrarry JJ, LgJlSt p. 8.
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rre¡e !o ualprqctLeee. The O¡tposlttoa catleð for tbe qt4¡ol¡tæst of a

Bsya,I Cæl.selsn. 9a' the ere of elJ.ssolLutLoa, vheu 1t nas a¡pareuE tbat

tbe È€uLer soulcl, not accecte to sucilr a reEuest¡ lf.Cr l{olrLe nent to tbe

LlerÊemagt-Gønernor¡ D.G, Caneroa, preeentf^ug htn ¡rltb a rerf.al elgnetf

by the l'lþcrs,L ¡il"P,¡"Pô ls to the effeet tþgt thÊ Eqee aot be prorognetl

r¡nttl a Bsyal Co¡ia.tãsf.on had. Þeen eetabllshedl. the leflÉ al&y, tbe

Preoler, af,ter bef¡g eLoeetçcl rrith tbe ¡ii.euËeþåþÈtGovctaorr ao¡suneed

tbet one nqt¡l.dl be atrEpl¡tecl. ISß C@låsf,on of tb¡ee Jqdgge of tþe

gsurt of tbe Ei.ngl6 Beneh *t cb*fi*tt þ lbo Justlee l[.C. !6tbe1€, aüil'

assLstedt by Dr.ô. þcilou¿tct åaif Slr. ffi4b .Iobn I'åpdlæ¿lô, f,orøcr Gon-

servative neuter of $ûnLtobar

@ ¡da.y 12, Þeuler Bob];in resJ.gnêcl LLe offLce, aoúl ¡rttb bfs

C€tbl"net, ¡ctt¡e¿ f,nø pr$IXe J.;ilÊer Íbe Idberals¡ lecl by Í.C. Norsls

assleè otftlee. |&e euþsequeat report ti t¡o ßø¡ral Cmleelo¡¡ La A¡gt¡st

sorere\r fn¡ltcteô the Boblia Gþrvernrent noù only f,or ovcrf¡ayl¡g tbc

cøtractor lry the srn of ô?orr@3.5g fot tbe pur¡lose of a'cq¡trtng

eLeetJ.on expenses, ¡ut a-fso for tbe allegerËl parA th¿t gerrera'l cabf¡Êt

qfnf-Etere cere aHreet\y tq¡L1caËeè.67

, 'lllhÊ sbock u¡tæ tùe cme¡Itty nag !.ænse' It *as aort eo u.rch

tbe f,act tbat t¡bere bad, bee¡r a scsnatre-]. - 1t rras pbe enormfty of, tbe

grafb !.avqlverÈ[. fhe uary ebargee tbst h¿il been ].weI.le<l ¿t tbe Gseen¡-

uent wer a ¡erfoil of yeare bore f,¡r¡lt. [&norl.es of otþer eonselvetive

f,ai¡¡res were rl¡edgeè Ep - the slte of tbÊ lgnttoba AgftctrLtural CoLLege,

åE¡it t¡bÊ qver-syaJ.r¡atf,on f¡. pr¡rchasfng tÞe SCII Íete¡iboae Cø¡nny, to

67 see:'EeIg$ of the Egtrar -o¡EqqfeefoÈ $Éo üþe lgu¡egÞQ Flr].f-
a¡nenr Buflqü"ffi Eltffisffir 19x5).
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In a tetter to Lfeuteuant-Gweaor Caneræ,, Bedl¡oqit P. EobLfa

rEtfrett ae f,f,ret m{nl6!E1. |&e l"ate preuter gave aB hLs reaÊoag for
his actl.on: bts anee¡rtance of, aonstLtrùtLona,l reøponelbflity f,or bfe

offlcLals¡:tbe feeÀeae¿ ¡nrbltc eouf,L'tlêllce aE Ebsra ln tbe past cleetl.on¡

the ¡eeð for a Eerr gsverrue!ú to aake adJuãtnÊûrte rrltb tþe contractot.€

l[be ¡est of tbe caþLEet retfredl fræ tbefr seaÊs a¡if prft].fo 1lf,e,@ Íf,ec.

Norrls beea¡ne Prenler oa lÞ.y L2, snd. s@on snaou¡¡cetl that there v@rLd.

be a Brovtncf.al elcctLon thet st@er. Ílhe nerr preuf.er sä8 cslled qpon,

to e¡¡il tbe rnaph:fae polltice that cq¡¡sedl, tbLe sea¡da,l and, clean tr¡¡ the

@93r

e. füe 1915 Eleetlan

Sel{qrsly fleakellett by the loss of, thetr Leadcrs, thelr uacbl"ae

cltsnrptefl,, thê loss of tbe fin¡tts of, otff.ce a¡d, tbe ila¡k stal¡¡ of

Êcaai¡¿.L rryø thc pa¡t¡r, lefü the consert¡atXvee at a serlo¡B clåsaôvanta6e

for the f,orbheql¡g el.eetLon A peetrpg of presf.clentE frø prwfnetal

coneerrratLve elrrbs, ho¡rererr dleelcted. to f,.}gþt the eLectfon. ttA f,ree

a¡¿ s¡en coutreatl.oao rra,E ea,Lïeil to fq¡nô a ne$ Gonsernattve ¡nrty¡ the

ftrst co¡¡rrentlon of tbat pa¡ty t¡ tcelve yeers.

Keyaorbe of, the eoavenÈLoa rrae tbÊ GlseLa¡attoa tbat lr&nltoba

0æserryatl,s elleassoetatedL ftse].f, f,ræ oLdt-Iü¡e l,ar.bfee a¡d, naphfne n¡.let
' 

fhe raetr aúil fLLe of, bortb pa¡ties beve beea l¡rgely r¡otbfi¡kl¡g
snlookers¡ nhfle the ¡lrofeeeLona,L ¡nltttctans - anit thte lE ueedl
la ao eonteqrhlørs EeEBe - bøt¡e f,orgotten tbåt tbcy rere the

L55

f *r"*rr, Septcrdbcn ?J, LgL5, EN 6l*.
@l W lby l-3, L9L5t IâI 91¡ Selegræ, I¡qy L5, Et[ 92.
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rsI,r¡ÊseDtatlves of tbe pegpler a¡d. h¡ve beeome obsessedl wttl¡ tåe
tdea that the¡r are, uafted., tLe ¡nø¡[est so]Le ploprtetore.fiO

A f,qrrteen pol,at mittcat pl"etforø vaõ pasoedt to u¿tc,h that brane dc-

cl¡ratloqr fncl¡dH¡¡q¡ toÊa.L probibttton; ceqnûoorry echæatton¡ the

repea.l. of, tbe 0olrhrcjt are¡¡Élæ;ats; retaf-nfag büf¡eua1 t""f;og, a'XtbfiEb

p'¡g;lLsb rra,Ê t,o be preetæf.aanti wqæn fi¡fûregÊ¡ a fedler.al l"rnreetlgatfon

f.nto the Laurter ggvet@enÈ graf,t on the Satf.o¡a.l lFranseo!Èfaenta].

Baflroad.¡ a rerLaLou of'tbe EleeÈ1.æs Àct; aod. tbe aþolttion of tbe

patronage e¡¡rtenr |Þe party callecl upon a as¡r leader¡ J.AeM. .âJ.kl,as,

shose Þtntegrtty ie bcyoad. EuestLoaro to lead. theu l¡to ba,tt1e.ê

It mas berraXôed. thet the nffi gor{p *,il.d' ssundL tthe deatb }@ßLL of pa¡'ty

preJutilfee, of, eo-callecL pa¡'lry toyafty, and. of in¿fm"o.ro. to ¡mbllc

ahrty that qprl^rlgc frø ngßhf¡Ê ¡rcUtice.*72

In rea,lXty, tbougþ, tbc esasetrrativee had, Little attractLør

llbe f,d.Enor qaestton, vhtcb thelr leaden ¡naile tb€ gtìonlps Eailr $tånts,

ew trur ¡næ1se prohfþttion, ubereas the LXbera.16 wu.ldl on\y ese the

refereuritr¡n to teet tbe ¡no¡ùete lrishes. Sweral atteqrts rere ua,ile to

6Ìrlty the lnteertty of tbe Llbêra"l gr@rltrrs tt çee t¡tl¡ateô that the

latter na6 i.n leagr¡e rrttb tUe ffqnor 1rÈereet; thåt their leaÄcrs had.

emtereû a trdþItþerete eenspfraeytt rltJ¡ tbe Lfeuteaaat-Gsyeünor to c[f.ññ{Es

the l¿te gæerrcen:ti a¡¡ð tben eÉ eLcetio¡r da¡r a¡proachëd, on Auguet

IL, 1915, thsre üqs a@e taLk tbat lIeC. Norrf.e a¡d. the rltecrerlttetL

?O.*aror, .tr¡le 30, L9L5t IN lq4. see A¡pendSx Fr
7I/ J.A;!û.: AJ.kJ¡,s ïas nr¡ieÉLclent ef :the gaaâAlan Bsr Aøeoefatlø¡

Eonorar¡¡r 0o1oue1 of the 99tl¡ Eegt¡Êl¡t¡ Cbalman of tbe Bea¡È of,
Dlreeto¡r¡ of HeJ.ery Oollcge; anil a¡4tof.@a[ I.teuteqaat-Goyeraor f! A¡gnst
af 1916.

?2/ Wf¡nr¡ee gag¡rdr lgggr July 3iL, L9L5t po L
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¡c f,,be Lattere llheee

sere brÉ ettteJ.tgbts - the ee¡eatfal featu¡e of, the revlveet Coneelvatlve

Pa¡ty sær lt trroela{plng lte aoagartLsaa eharacter and. refltrüecttng the

r4,L1¡d¡g cr¡r of ner¡porbfng the s€n¡¡¿ ¡rfneiBles of, Brftleb gorerueat.ü

thfortq¡B¿ely, f.ts b¡ave pLatf,olm uadoubte{iqy 'illð the ps¡ty ceþ-

eirilerÐle ha¡u; &e party had. eqüeteJ¡r renerøect ltserF oo ewerEl

baolo Lsa¡cs. @ ba¡1sh-tlae-b€rrr repeal of tbe Golchrelt æeadtrents,

coryru.leor1¡ cd¡rcàtfon aûrit tþê enfranehtstag of, ïGWru,, tbe pa¡ty hsd.

voùedL asÐ.tlst theee ref,orøs onlt Eore fot¡r l¡onths prevloreJ¡r. A!,c[ whl].e

there reirc naqr protestatf.one sf founrung a n¡sy rra¡ÊJr, uary oll facee

vere stlll preeent. A Brwfaent one m,s Gcorge Lan*renee, a forær
cabl¡et mlnister of, Þcn:lcr Robltn. J.Ar![. Afkfns, hLuse]-f, aotrrLth-

etanriHag hfs ftne co@¡Ltty reconel, suf,fereal f¡æ þLa e].ose aseoclatlos¡

rrttå the C.F.nû an¡l the fs¡mer 0saselratLve pa,lÉ¡rr

lb eouv¿Bce tbe ¡rub}lc of tbetr good. fatentlears, the GoneervaËtvee

bað to cqùetely dti.sqgsoeLaËe tbeuselvee frø thetr dllsgraeect ¡nJ.ftfcal
brotbers. mrqgÞorú tþg sqr'$'elg¡ th€y shotr]-t ha¡ye l¡etstecL¡

. . . qa tbc f,ulteoü poselbte pr,obfng, noÈ onfy of, thå J.egI.s-
Leture, but ot'bcr rcceatly eneqbecl buil.,itt¡gs¡ neatttutfen oi
aseets grafbecl,, aniÌ edeEuate ¡nmlshea,t of those respoaelbte
for the graftrng, no uattcr bgtr higb ¡netttoas tbey bave helê.Æ3

llhe tlberaL gFottp had ltttle to norr¡r ryer Coaserratlve etrategr.

Eacb al4'rÊ newsPatrEr eontdhrtecl a f,s¡èher story on tbe graf,Ë of the

late goverænt. It ¡ras na,tr¡raL for a peenU¿r ilenaadl to delveto¡l aatfüg

l.Cr l{o¡rÍe to clean t4r tbe &tss¡ . fhe electf.oa ea4ral,g ra"6 the qnletest

?3 &g ltåtnebg, Btr'Ër.e, Jirfy '6 L9Jöt pr le
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Ln ¡eryeral cÞcadcs of l4anttoba politf.ce. -

fþe electf.on on Augret l6th aLuost eeryÈete3y wtpeit o¡t tÞe Oon-
- .. arÊ

sEwative pa¡Ay; t) tJlJnÊy ea¡-sÍedt flve eeaËE ia a hør¡,¡e of h9. Sor¡r of these

ïere het{l þy Frencb Catboll.cs and. oae by an .ånglo-Saroa¡ F.T. I{errbon, nho

soo¡, reetgneö bte seat after an Lsnesttgatlon of, roa,rl-br¡lldl¡g tr-
regulsrtttee la hfc eoustrtueney.?6 ltfhe Cousenratfves reeefvecl oae-

tbtud. sf the toùal vote, but ¡¡erlspÊ ¡lore otgatftaant 1s the f,aet that

tb $jg æ1990 1o tbe total voùes cest fa l,bnttob¿ Ìrås equal to ?,

tþe drøIr l¡ Gouserråtlve votes f,rm tbe prervf.otrs eleeùfoa of 1p1l*. It
etrggerts tbat thÊre sere ê Jrrge auriber of partfeaås riho bad. becæ

clisf.llusfqett rrltb thetr party, Tlr¡t æther tbea vote f,sr aaotber, ab-

etaf¡erL fræ the polle. Ia St. ßose, Joaeph EeneLfnrfif the stttf¡¡g

miber, refi¡seril to be aontna,'becl except aE an faiùe¡xeniûent¡ A.Sr Argue

f¿ toil{t bLs foiLleners tbåt tf, be r¡as electeGl, be rq¡lil relsÊfn

7l¡.'- IËe esrusfgn ex¡E¡¡ßeô for'I'¡üo Dl¡rea ïêre S3h5.99 ouà-têntÀ
of, the Xplt elecùf.one See, tte St¡aele .fa¡rer a¡á, Dire.g9'f.eâ¿sbtfog
BulletLa, €e¡rtedbent L9L5, p. 1o
. 
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nteettoa RêtEreE¡ Coanersatlvee, *1623 ot 33.4j Llbcra.].c,

6+r\e3 or JJ.Lfi¡, I¡ilcpcn¡ùents (st¡rafgbt), 11139 or 0.fü tÆorr (t-n-
cluilt¡e F.iI. D[xon], lC.r76Z or.-JO.8S. lbbq.L vorBe, Lt6r9¡$?. Ihe totats
clteê fa tbÊ FarüspenËaEu (hrtde on tbe 1915 eLeeüiou are tüoae of tbe
rgrlr erecttonf-

?6/ 'hreaesfek Y. Nenboa, the canä.tdlate aad, tþe centra1 fie¡¡re
arøu¡lil trhfcb all these paÀdedl, nj.sedl, f,orgedl, f!.etttf@rg pry-roiLls
anil s¡nllatf.on of the ¡xrbli.e A¡nils took ¡ftace, and. ts advasce çhose
¡oJ.tttca.l. caryafep $ù$9.75 wae s¡¡ect - oyqr hatf of lt sastedl -
sba¡ed!. itfrectJy fJù tbe boot¡rorr Ì&o t{ewton ïas rê-êlêetcê to t'he legf,s-
l¡Ëure ,n L9æâ OtbÊT l¡veetigetLonE rere ¡uraued. 1DËo - the .aptLve
GonEerretlve goverwent.rs road.'buf.lcUag tn the &1eËrLete of GlnI[, Roekrooê,
aoô Bobl.i¡, aûd, the eo¡¡hret of tbe ¡rovåacfa,l ¡n¡rcba,ei¡g agent. Forrface
of, tr&attoba: Be¡prt of the Royel Oælssf.on
Irorkur"¡rs@l@ffit@

fi/ Dan¡thfa Heral'il, .I-uly 29, lpLt, p. L
for Road.
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r¡no¡rcuoe¡*.?8. |&Ê ðrff,t of tþeee rltsplaeerl Oonse¡ryative voters iE

vltal to firtræe lh¿tÈoba poltütca-l hietoryo

ftre stnelryth of tbe f-aile¡nndent vote Ls ðtff,Lsr¡tt to aseeõc.

so etretgbt ¡¡¿eeendeutc rre¡e cJccteil, thq¡gb R.A. 8&g?9 andl F.Jr Dl¡ron

rrere returnetil, a.e Labsur represenÈatfves l^a !fi-anfpeg, a¡ilt lf.R. ïlooril

togetber rtth l.Or FcrJæ¡r, 1911+ ¡nrae¡pn¡catE, rrere elcctecl, as f,lbers,ls.

Ihc fndspe¡¡dent i¡fl¡renee cs,Dnort be þdgeù ou tbe ¡¡¡niber of seats tbey

fatLe<f to r¡.n. l[beir voÈee rene fqlortant to the Llberral vlctory.

lhe letter hgd. been foreedt to arlopt sucb a broad. platf,ono to attra,ct

varLq,rs grcr¡ps¡ that tbe¡e ¡¡ae little lefü to rllet5.agutsb tbe pl.at-

fora of an taile¡leadeut caadlLdlateo frê exce¡ltf.on, at leasù, nas JJ{.

leû¡alg, fnAepenOcnt ¡¡øf¡ee fræ ÞlrBhfnr sbo ¡ùedged. h{rnelf, ts

resLga ff, hÊ dlådntt carr¡r out bLe csastttuenç0rrs rríobes, plgs adroeetfrg

streh æast¡rê6 aE tbc riLlecouragæat of eLeetfon erq,casee, tle aboll.eh-

neat of fÞËronage andl the reguJ-atlon,of party ftnds. Smesüot ef.ufl€r

cleoLaratLøns sere uade þy regnlår ritanrttcl¡atee of, botb tbe Ltber¿l an¡t

-80
Coneewatlve partfesr - Iatereetfrng ,tnctile¡¡tÊ re¡le the eou¡e¡¡tlone of
ùFeoptreot Progreesfve Inåe¡lerdreata* he1d, at Brandon s¡¡d Bald$r. Ðre

ia tU" sbortneas of ttue to eleeti* qry, fre glsrl¡¡ dXaI not eoter tbe

É mrrerrn lÊgle1, Jtúg æ, L9L5t pr Io
fg@gned. hrs ieat tó contest rËætpeg Nortb t¡

the I9I7 federal- eLecËLsir. Bunutag 'ae a l¿bour canilfGlate, be attafneel
3r5@ voteE Ln loslng to a tsioa GscemÊst ea¡ðtd¡ate. Afber eevera.l
years la tbe amr, Rteg ¡etr¡¡meiL to Wfant¡ng þ 1919 to he1p re-organize
tþe Eraites andl f"aþorr Cor¡nell

æ/ Eal¡lbl¡a e"94, Jult 29, L9þt eì tt.
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h. Conclusion

The Liberal vletory, therefore, waÊ aot one uereþ of tbe tr)eJltlr.

Llberals, Coasexrratlves aÞd. Inetepenilents hacl Joined together oa a wfde

à,¡nter of isstres to defeat the Consenrative parby. An eclltorial coment
i

by the lfin¡rLpeg Tribune aclequate\r dese:ibes the situatton:

It ls comon\r reeognÍzed thåt the glarlng apostascy of
Llberal leaclers cluring tbe last flf;teea years, especial'ly ln
fecleral polftics, 1f tt clid. not wbolJ¡r dlestroy, absolutely
paralyzect ancl. ùlscreðitetl Llbera.llea 1a tbls province. During
the Last fffteen year6, lrhea rliberal-fsnr atteuptecl to ftrum,
the triekr off its or¡r }rat, lt r¡Es aaathiLateil. It ts, there-
fore, right ancl proper that the vlctory acbføred, . r . shou1cl be
cred.iteô to ühe iactfoas respoasible for tt, fÙZ

îhus encl¡ecl an excl-tlng era 1a prorrincfa.l politj.cs.

]:62

8t 
"rroü 

Mouncl Sentlnel, Ju,Jü æ, I9L5, B. 1.
se@rl+, p. l+; gg., Aprlr \, ]r9]r5, p. l+.
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CEAEMR VI

, IIIE TIAÌUII€tsA AEFORM rcVEMEN¡Î STTBSMS

f,lro uniEae pol.ltLea-L iJ0ßLtents oeeuæe¿|, clur{ñg tbe tfbenaL

adulafeiratl.on of l[.0. NorrLo. Forenoet nae the actr¡a-l carrx¡üg out of

tbe LiberaL cortsal.æ prøtses of, the lprlr exectlon. lfre otber ¡rae the

clefeaÈ of thiE saæ gøverr¡ueoË lþ Lgæ, dlespite f.te na¡nrallelcdt legts-

Latlve reeord,e. tüe Ltberal revea8ea at the polls in 1940 anil 1p22 can

be Jarge\y e>4llainecl by the break-up of thooe eleuents whfeh had.

Jofneril forceE 1a the 3fg-year l¡erlort foill.or¡"1¡g l9l0.

a. ftlhe Llbera.l .Cielvementls l.egteLatlou f9L5-19e0

l&e first f,tve ¡rearo a,fber LgL, rrere polltfcally'qq,Let oaes l¡
enXtob; shen eqlarecl Ìrlth the fateuee süerrggLes of, the 8oblfn era.

On runy feæes, tbe sma.Lt o¡lposftton votecl s¿th tbe gwemnetrt;

i&nfteua experf.enceô a tlne of virtt¡al. noq¡natLsaa ¡nlf,tfcs. A usunt-

rns r¡depeuil€û¡t f,eellng a¡¡ong s@e Llberar ueuibere and. the treEr¡ent

o¡positLon sf tbe tso labor¡r represeutatives nere tno tæftasts the

gosermen,t had. to fqee rÍtbLa tbe fiqlee

Íhe pledge uade to the feøpera¡¡ce forees ïaß Eoon redeemetl.

meÍr representativee ct¡€fbeô a bf.LL, the '¡&nLtoba seryrerance Aetrtl

strongt¡r reoeuibS&g tÞe pno¡nsecl ûh,crlonatè'I,Lqnor of, 1@. ftfs ¡raå

to beeøe Lar af,ber be.tng $¡britted, to a ref,erenGh¡m. Desptte âJû ulr-

precendeateel le\re]. of teq¡nrance feeLlag tn li&nttob*, it" e¡ru¡nthlzere

cond¡¡ctedl an isteneive cauçnfgp ta each clfstrLct. ltlhe llqeor forces*were
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I

not ltilJ.e, brlngtng the en'rnent barrister, clarence s. Da,rror, to spea¡

io their bebalf. TheLr effsras were in vafn, as the rèfe¡endlu on tbe

questíonl "Are you Ln favor¡r of brlngJng the ¡e¡ritoba lem¡lerunce Act

Lnto Force?å passeil vlth a two to one nEJorlty early ia'rpl6. o¡oly

three clistrlcts 1u the proriace votecl to the contrar¡ror Erren then

tbere rras not cøprete prohibitioa a,fber Jture r, 3:gL6. Íhere va6 solne

local eale for mecl,ietnaL ancl nanufactrrrfng prrrposes plns a clegree of
trrE¡orbinS.fros outsicl,e tbe proníuee to private lnclivLdrra1E. ¡¡aüv

lookecl fon¡arcl to benefLcla]. effects arising fron the cl.oËrrng of retalL

otrtlets.

LegÉ.el"e.tion a,tlvancrng the status of næen tras coutrrehensfve.

Íhe aost ceLebra,ted. nas the passage of, the vo&ents suf,frage act. Before

iu" tegtelattrre had. ew¡ùlecL with the wøents dlenand,, a petitÍon re-

Elestfag sr¡ch a mrlasrrre had. to be slgnecl, by lfrooo. Tbe þtltlcar
Eguartty ræague eecurerL 3grl,8d4- u.itbia a short periocl¡ a selnrate rist
at l+re5O lra&ea ïas collectecl. by 9l+ year okl ltrs. Aue1la Bu¡rett of

Sttlrgeoa Creek. [1re subseguent paosage sf the b{1:l preelpltatecL È scene

ór great joy in the r.egtslature, with nedbers a,ad. suff,rage rrorkers

Joinlng ln danee and. soag.2 sbtrt a sectl.on of the trleuch poprrlation

openJy voicect d.isapprwal.3

Ivot". Affilmative lorùBh¡ nega.ùtve zirfrA.
zl t" the ctra,fb blJt foi suirra,ge, rønttéúa ïr@en *ere grantect

the rlgbt to vote but not to eit 1D the iegtslatrr:re. It r¡aE oity tne
threat of reveaLlng thls at the lhs,ttoba-Grato Growersl Á.esoeiation
th¿t rrEnen obtalaeel thls otber rl.gþt. See¡ G.L, Oler¡ercton, llonagl
Sr¡ffrage 1n Canada, p. 63.

3/ ginnf¡Be Satwtlry sþ, Febmar¡r j, L9L6, gr. l-2.
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fløso gafnect fr¡¡ther rerief frø ereetora_l hanitieaps fa L9r7t
r¡hen tUey vere reacleredl. etegible f,or alL nmtci¡ral of:ff.ces proe1ðrng

tbeÐ¡ bad tb€ reqnLredl. property qurclrflg¿¿ionEç Tno years Jater thery

bad sbtalneð coqùete equaltty rråth nea ln mnLcipal a¡¡eL scùoo1 a,fìfafrs.

.ê. èorrer biII, to protect the l¡otereste of prorrincl?] cÐep. Ln tbefr
h¡ebaaGÙst eetatee, aser¡recl then a portlon eÈ LtE d€&tÊe. S@e clegree

of, eontror¡ersy occurre{ over tbe efze of, tbe vifera sùÊre an¿ tne

prfncfple of, a bLLL tbat o¡rc prûflrs¡ termedl üa vote of, rrast sf .aarl-
ctence f¡r the lrÊBrtr ÁIth@€h ¡notberst aLLosanees r¡aß not f¡c}¡derl tn the

Lplll pbtf,ort, sù reHef, ïas granter!!. rrLdlsns. By tbe ead. of, the f,igeat

Yearr L9L9: hf3 ae¡eaOcnt ¡¡oùhers anel J.r2pI cuil¡reu had, so beneflttedl.

Iùtth a vies f,E Elrnrnatrng tbe seånda,Is tbat plagued, ¡rronineta_L

eLeettous, tbe F'Lectorral r.a¡rs rere renodl¡Elleit ta L9rT. .An a,tteqÉ rfae

¡¡ade to surb tbe lnfl¡rence of the Ínterests, and. to thaË erd., secret

coofrlbuttous þ ln¡sl¡eEe flrms nere prohibfted, by reqnl¡l¡e thelr
offletaL dlleelo$rre. e SFoo Llûtt, e:rcrurl.f-ug aÀre¡-blsing, 1¡Þe BJ.aceril

IlPon caqratgn e4E,eEseso ]Otn t praetLcee ].:lable to úuee ne¡¡e elealt

rrlth, urch as, tbe prohibitioa of vehtclee for trans.¡¡or.batfon on

electfon clary anô the uEe of prory regfstratLou,r A propoeal by the

llf"rat¡ng Board, of, Eradc for cø¡uleory votf¡g anð"søe ¡tÞasure of an

echrcatlsnal teot l¡as decLf¡ed..b

!ûn:Lcx¡tal.ltLee çsre grrantee[.greater arrtonqr ln ta¡øtion tn 1916.

rt nas aserueê tbat nary uutcfgnJ.ittes nwuldL legtel.ate ¿e¡ slngle ta¡¡

h suþgg*, oetciber LT, LgL6, F[t M.
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a.lthoush the.act lùseJf, 'üif üoù so drecree. 'lEhc iclca of, the ¡rorfaee

entering tbe sfngLe tax f,Leld. rrree not forgoÈten, as the l.ocaJ. slngte

tax grg¡.Ur contl¡necl to ¡ress for mrcb a ûeasuÍe. Fo¡:ner arguneats æ

tte vùüres agaf.a6t speeLle,tore ïere agaJ'u eq¡Loyeil Bl¡rs lelr Ene6 @D,

tbe vaÏ¡e of, sl¡g3.e ta¡r as a ¡¡eaEE to naLse war Frenues and. to aLel

solctf.eü. rehaþtlltatfoa. Facecl by gfon¡ng ft¡aaaia.l dJ'trteultles, antl üot

too lnflueacecl' to sfagle tan argunents, the provfaee Levieô a oDe

B1LL ta¡r on all asaessable Brof¡erty f.a 191€r tbe ftret dtlreet,ta¡r i¡
lihnLtoba.

füe groyfûg fqrortance of tbe ¡r¡þa¡¡ workJng el.ase nas reeogntzedl

in eervereJ. biltÉ ¡nrttfag tbe provlnee fnto Eervera-l ne¡r fl.e1dÙe. lltÊ

prcrf,sion for a ninù[m nage for $unen $ês one of the gsver@ênÈrs Eore

geaelous aets. Before the b UL ïas ¡lasoecl, eritfel.ø oaæ f,ro@ þotth

rtgþt a¡¡il lefb¡ the rtgÞt felt th¿t ff rragee sere rlaLsed, rnqry factortes

vor¡.ld|. be f,oroedl. to close¡ tbe latter, re¡rresenteil Èy th€ eadee an¡l

I"abqrr Corrnef.I, belLervecl the pro¡¡oseil ¡n¡¡nentB Tqre to ].o¡r. A ißrttrnum

Iilage 3oa,rd ças srrbseqnent\y set u¡r, eu¡rorereil. to flx the mtaïqia veek\y

wager-tbe uass¡s hor¡¡s per tlay a¡d. wee&, th conðLtLons uruler lfbtch

the gÈrLs rorkecl o'rd to e:<aotne local f¡dlnstries. D¡rl^üg ite fLrst yea,r

of o¡nratton, tbe Bærd[ ïas fnstru¡¡e¡rta]. Ln ailvanclng the rmgeE of
4

316& eryrloyees to a¡, anerage of $LL.OO ¡nr weelr./ Ihe ¡nesage of tbe

Inrilnetrfal Con¡tlttoas Àct f¡ LgLg prorrttùett a uea:¡¡nór capftal¡ Laþqr

and. gorem¡neat to ueet ln a ilotnt Oo¡¡neLL of Induetr¡r, chairedt by

5 f.tt* Clezette, .nü¡r, 1918, p. 537¡ $!}., Deceuiber, 1918,

B. LL2Lr
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Reverenril C.11. @rdon. The c@Lesfon rlas gra,trteè rl'i¿te ¡,s¡ters ta what

ntght be conaleterecl a "in"o" aÈtempt to beþ cr¡re tbe eeonætc aLLs

of tbe el4y. $me of its chrtieÉ Trere to exaalne r¡¡falr BrofLts nade at

tbe expense of eqrloyeesr nageE, to fanreottgete conËlltlons fn a,ry

lndh,sùry, to ¡mblieh statletlcal. reporbs a¡ml to help eüTI¡loyees lrtth

eq¡rlalnts rtth probleøs as to tbe nor&l¡g sf thLs larr. fhe 1oe9'1

Tradee anËl L¿bor¡r Cqt¡¡ral1 at firet reftlseð to have aqrthl¡g to ct¡o vitb

tbe l"atten ect, al-legfng thet rrhat they rraatecl nas J.egis]¡,tLsn pro\rfdl{ng

for peacefql ptcketing antl ÈprohtbltLon of strike LnJu¡¡ctÍoas.rl

Serersl- acts resBeetfag Ja,borr, nbfch ba,cl beeu ¡essecl ty the

prevtotrà a,cl¡ntuletraü1on, uere extendlecl. Ítfbe Fact¡orieø, &rlldlfog,

Tra,riles hotections aod, Bake So¡r Aets, that ha¡t cæe ,*Ot" euch heAqy

f,f.re by labor¡r crttlcs, were anendecl a,aê pLeceel truder the srr¡lerT.eloa

of tbe ¡urea¡¡ of Is,bor¡r. she lforhre¡rle CæpeooeatLon Aet was radtealJy

atteredt to eneure epeeelJ.er ¡n¡meat. Xlhat act etill alea-lt BrfnarlSy

rrLth the cfff Lúq¡¡1ag force engagect l-n na¡n¡4"1 f-ebour.

f1¡e agfteultural eectLon of the provlrce receivetl nrcb atteatlon.

OutstaniH¡g åeoug naqr acts ¡rere tuo tbat protrldÙeè ehealnr creùít

iacltitles for tbe fa,røer¡ the lda.aLtoba Ib¡û l.oaüs Ast ancl tþe Bural

CreclLts Act. In¡rþr the foiner, fa¡øers corrldl obtaln long-tenn loaas

át etx ¡rer cent, a slzeable rect¡¡etion vhen eø¡rarecl to i¡curanee

eoqpary rateg. ltlhe aet wes a co-operatfve Yeatr¡re rrith the govern-

neat andl borere þoth holdJ¡g sha¡eE tn the AsEoclation. Its

eo-o¡rerraÈlve ancl self-supporttng nature nas partl.y the resu.li of, the

gøvet.gentts al¡o to bave lts legLslatLon not regardlecl ag benefltt{ng



oûe eLaÊE aÈ. the e¡æenÊe"of, otbers f¡, the eo@rnlff¡ llhe nnral Crectfts

Act, Bassec[ in L9L7¡ provfclecl for Ehort te¡ø loans. Rol Creclit

SocLeties rere organfzedt f¿ varÍouE Irarts of tbe Brøvince rrith Gone¡n-

nent and. I'lrntcipaL eo-eperetfon¡ Eacb year, the ru¡iber of ].oca].

soeLeties 1¡¡creasecL, untlL loans amountr'rg to SIrO5L 18T6, were lsn¡eal.

ln 1919. l[beee assoefatlotrs nere prJ.uarl]y colentrateriL la tbe uore

agr1ct¡.Xtn¡¡ralty baeksa¡'rcl. geetfoae sf, the provfnce, Lêr¡ tbe south euriL

of lckes Wfnntpeg anê lihattoba aatíl aloag tbe rrcstqm provtacial bounilar¡r.

another aldl to tbe needy settler llas tbe SettLerer Aai¡a1. Furehase

Act, labelleit tTü¡klerrE Cor Scheuert' a,ftetr the ltinteter of Agrisrrltr¡re.

\16F,5 cows ancl IOrOOO ca,lvee trcre str¡pJ.f.erl to 11128 eett].ero tn 1p18.

Other ffeïfs theSr enterecl. l¡eluriùed J.egteLattsn faßilttat{'g tbe f,o¡natLon

of co-operatives anè tþe encoara6euent of better nethocùe 1a tbe dafrfr

fadùrstry. Valeutfue Hlnhler, tbe nrrniEter, for a n¡¡iber of yea,rs,

rras uniler nreh criticLeu frø severaL grsr¡ps l¡ the provlnce for bls

arbttrar¡r adutalstrattoac

llfbe NorrLE adainietratloa acbierecl sme of ùts nost notenortby

legielatton ln the fleld of eclucatlon. Ð¡rfng the 19L6 seoslon, the

il,fs¡nrtedl. CoIdLr¡eLI aren¡iloenÈE !Íer¡e re¡¡eafe¿ b¡r a r¡¡antrcuE vote of, the

EouÊe. gbe saee IIêBr¡ a eoqnrlso$r ech¡catLoa act ¡ras paesecl reqü-rf-Bg

parente and guårriljÁns to see that thelr ehlldtren nere proper3y eel¡rcateeL.

ltfhls a,ct l¡rsb-l: søe ,ilegree of, effectlveneos beea[se tte enf,orcænt

nas Iefü to the loeaL schooJ. dLtstrtet, nhi.ch of,ten patè ecant attentl.on
'

to the letter of the Law. lhê-.poL,fcy of the De¡n¡Aæ;¡rt of Echcation,

168

6 *tg*, übrch ú, :r9:r9, i. zr.



L6g

rr¡¡cler l{lnLeter R.S. Thonrton, to ap¡roint off,icial trustees in ilLEtrícts

where locaL school board.E rrere bacln¡arcl or lndifferent to school reguire-

nents, achlEvecl narked. erleeêsso In one cmuityr the offleial tnrstee,

orr hls atrEoLatnent, håd, for¡ntL L[0 chilclren in one rooEr¡ Ttro yeere later,

he ba,cL usnagect to see tbst an adêitlonsl 28 EcbooLe or schoo]- roons bå,ct

.7

been provfcùed..'

lÍhe governmentrs mos coatro¡ersiaL aehLevenent vas the curbatl-

me¡rt of bili¡gua.I fastnrctlon Ln the prorlacers ¡ublie sehools. Despite

the avolclanee of tbiE topic 1n tbe 191h Llberal platf,oro2 8.S. lllhornton

felt tbat bf1in6¡ra,l lnetn¡ctton threatenecl the prorlncers nho].e edncation-
Ial system.- BiLinguâI eehool enrol¡est ensuatecl to one-eLxth of tbe

provfncial. total at tbat ti.Ee. In outlfnlng the <ùefects of, b1J.lng¡¡al

ÍnEtnrctlon, tbe !Ë.nister Etressecl tbat utter cUaoi norldt occr¡r w:itb

the groring nuiber of natlona,Iltlee seeklng to take a,ilvantage of the

acto One d.ÍstrÍet, f,or exaqÈe, ae a reglr.lt of locaL petitione, hd

engaged. 1n a fnritJ.ees search to eqú.oy a teaeher who coqlcl qpeak GaeJ.lc,

Potieb ancl rlngl isþ. fhe aniva]- or ËLepartrrre of a slngle f,antly cor¡Ld.

qlter the b1Ilng¡¡at Eltuation at a,ry tl¡e in smalLer school.e. Íhornton

euphaslzeð that hglLsb corLcl be better taugþt to aon-Engltsh people

whe¡e a strafgþt hgltsh cÌ¡rrlcu.lt¡il $4.Ê adoBteè. lbgtish becaue the :

only language of lnstnrctfon recognfzedl 1n !,hnitoba ptrbllc schoolo, aad.

the oe\reral ethnic aormal scbosLs rære abanclonecl in f,avot¡r of the Engllõh.

lbe Legiel¿tr¡re e¡stendlecl Lts actlvlties lnto uaqr other fielcls.

7 Qrr*, Deceuiber 18, 191?,g/@"ô, E, Ja,nra,rry g, P. 7.
L9L6, p. 18.
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fhe groring status sf, the tfulverslú¡r of lqhoitoba flra reeogoLzeiL anÀ

th¿t LÊstitn¡tioa eame undcr the cloeer eu¡nrvf.efo¡¡ of, tbe Brorinetal
gotrerment. At the r¡artg concluefoa, teqlorary qilEa¡Éels rere gra,utedL

tbe [hiverstty oa Broa,itsag' Aveure in l{tirnt¡ngr In }eept¡g rrith the

Forffng functLons of gonenrentr tbe clvil se¡¡rl.ce vae re-organf.zecl.

A CtvtL Ser¡råce CwÍeeloD nas estaþllsheit to fncrease eff,f.clency end,

to eurb polttlea-l a¡pofatueate þ su¡xewis{ñg e¡rtra¡æe endl prætf.oa.

A ¡reasioa sebeue ruas eetabll.elredl. netunafng veteraas rccelvedL s, nrmber

of beneflts ü¡ ta¡iatLoa reüef, allo¡rances to clependeuüE and. sueb rehab-

frttatLon prcgrúß as ecl¡reatf.oa, houefag, eqÈE/üEnt. T.u¡nr-bant to

the artrrre rilervelolment of, !&,attoba was the pugbrug ahead of Ðttro-
erecfrle r,errer trtth tbe appro¡nletton sf cLose to $tr5ooro@ to l:i,rk
IloHer sltes on tbe Slant¡ng Rlver to ¡¡¡ue¡rous potnts abort tbe præfaee.

I&,attþba beca¡¡e ùhe"first prøvlace f¡r ca¡¡ada to Brovtrte a "*¡rt, àÀ_)
the leader of tbe o¡4roeitfon.g f.trc kery planks frø ex-Þeuier RobLl¡ts

reeorcl r¡ere extendedt when the pronlnctat gratn eleûatore nere so1ô to
tbe Gnatlr Grøsrersr Grai¡ Ooryrany and.aetmstl.c dliarfng ¡ras f¡Éroct¿cect

oa the gwãl@enÈ telephonee. [be Rfttf.c Eea"lth .ffct vas ertendert r.tth
provislon for free vaecl¡e anit tliptberitic aotl.tordn, gorrerruenÈ f-n-

strqetLon tn the prerventlon of cli¡eaee, and. the eenrting of sæ f,6¡rr

clozea pr¡blic rlrrrseg abqrt the provfnee.

9 s"L"go*, Febnrary L7, LgL6, tr l*f;
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b. Ibr¡nting PoEttes,L DLffienlttes f,or the AðntntEËratlog

f.housb tbe L€gfsl¡ü¡¡e nae dtæl¡Etedl by a,heavy l,fbem1 uaJorXty,

aLL vas not polLttea[y trangull. On edlueattonal iesueà, ctrabate wag

bitter þoth withtu ancL rrttbout the Equse. So L¡ceoeedl over tbe bf].:¡.¡gge,l

stancL of tbe governueat uas F.A. lalbot, Llberal ueuiber f,on I¿ Verenilr¡re,

that he vent to tbe o¡positùon sLd.e. |tlhe Brencb tn tbe pronlnee a.lso

felt ctlEcr!¡alnatecl. agal¿et on thc TfttversltSr Enestloa. Íhey f,earedt tbet

tbeÍr s¡m Saint Bontf,ace CoLLege wo¡ü.d becæE part of a st¿te uatverelt¡r

rLth no relfgfor¡s tral¡Íng.lo A. Ceatrra-l t kralnf€n Cmtttee ¡¡as forøerL

to figþt tbe goreroentts stanrl on bilùgualton

Electeel d¡æ{Fg a perloil wben there ïaE a¡[ elver-@Entf.lag crltfctæ

of, tbe use of, poLlttce f.a gorerrnent, the NolrLe adul¡lstratLon hadl, to

act nlth a Jarge Eeasure of nonparttsarshtpi ltlhLe eas e¿s¡r to accø¡Èf.sb, 1

sf¡ee tbere ras lfttle neeriL to tigþten parüy lf¡eÉ. tr eeveral occasioae,

tbe LXberals qüaslzeè that tJoey were tatereeteet 1a goodl gotrer@ênt

and. not ¡rolftics. |the prorf.nciaL l.lbe¡al organJ.zatf.on oqrportecl tbc

fecleraL r¡nlon lrhen Ít wae pq¡u¡¡¡ to do Eo. Non¡nrtlean-

sbfp la ¡lolftLes ¡ras canLecl over lmto ¡rrorrl¡cta.l affafre, rrbes both

Ooaeenratlves andl LfberaLs eupportecl R. ,Iacob¡ ln a by-e1ectl.o¡l i¡ North

Tñ-ant¡leg.U fu tbat oeeasLon, Prenler $lorrie atecLareö tbat the l¡tterrs

eLeetfon ¡nar&eê the eDå of paffi ¡nlltfce Ín lhnitsba. llhe 0o¡sqwatlve

10 n o"""t, I@P, Febnra,rg æ.t L}LT, p. 9o.
]J.@ T, L918, rN r2o¡ B.s. Jacob nas a¡Eointeit

Attorrcy-Geaeaeffi E the l{orrts Goyerruent J¡ ü¡ne of Lt2€, Ebortlv before
the resLga¿ttoo of, tbst grorpr
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olgs¡l cllsagreedt, asealling tbe gorcrrauent for bei-ag ltlberats f,Írst, and.

unioaists a,fterwatrd.s. ttP Ilhe Lengtþ imrestigatfons'ùy tÌ¡e Libe¡aj.

aclulnlstratlon coaölcieè fnto the actions sf the l¿te Roblin govenoueat,

stiffe¡eô thls fcelfng. f,fbc lltutBeg Eelcgrag began ítr stea,gr cau-

pat€fl¡ of gerc eat extravageaee at tbts tfee. Íf,he faflure of, tbe

Llbcralc to curb thc fndependcut rplrtt fn lihuLtoba is cl¡an¿tlcaqy

rcvcatedt 1¡. tÞc tlcf,cctton of tso mberg of tbe Eourc, G.tf. lp¡ort, a¡rd.

J;lÍ. tttltoar, to lndlcpenrùent raþkc¡ .

rhe problen of prwlnala.L f,laanee rapid\y nountcêr By the da,te

of, thc l{orrf.s afnl,atr¡rt¡ retÍrep,t !Ð. Lgæ,, tbc bondcrt rlebt of
le¡tltobâ bad. risen to $6arooorooo, a largc Jqr f,rø thc $sr5oorø013

Iefü þ tbe Coasersatlve adul¡f.etratlon f¡l 19L5. tÞe naatfolil ¡ervLcee

tbat hå¿ bcca ¡nËhed, thr€n¡sh Ls sercu ebort years, prur thc fl¡anefal
br¡rdeur bcstowcel þ thc Coaservatlvee rra¡ a eiLff,terrlt probLcn to solvc.

Ihf,ortu¡ateJ¡r for provtnctal treagurer ErA. Brøa, tbe lueh cla¡re rrcre

€rêrr Lælgratf.gn saB (þstrafag and, saLcs of pronlnelaL l¿¡d,s 1¡Gre

dr¡rfn8 uIt aE uost of the gooù la¡¡{ls ncre oeolpf.eril. Sen so¡rece of
f,laance þad, to be founil - e4¡Ëasee equ1ril. be cut tittLe becauac of tbe

large flxerl ebarges u¡loa the goyeræenÈ {tebt. fu re].f.ef rme obtalneit

tbreugb ûor$llag the tax on auto l:teeaecs anil lcnryfrg a tax oE s@ac-

ucats anil ünoeetlptcd. l¡otL. lllro esureeo ïe¡r{e o¡nu to thc govcrnærûl

to enter thÊ f,tetô of dlrect taxatlon, rhieb tt nae relr¡ctant to clo"or

u B"I"g"r, Janua,ry 16, 1918, EN I31.
L?l,tt.J. Wafaes, hcrtacLal ¡Étt of lih¡útobe (un¡nùffsUcdl tibA.

lhesis, Ihlversity of i.
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to practf.ee rlgfril ccoamLes, a habit ft ado¡ttedl too late.

Deaplte tbe r¡epa¡^alteLedl record of the Ï"iberal goveryat tþrfng

tüs f,lrgt te¡m of, off,1ee, it baat to conteaô rrith a goning inrilepenrËleat

sBlrlt anit a rerrlving Coasewatlve ¡nrty. 0f &ore Lø¡lor,tance to the

frrüure fortr¡nes of the provi.nclal Lfberals, was the brea&rrp of, thsee

eleneate tbat bâd. eøibfncdl to affeet the vfctor¡r of, 1915. Not on\y

iltd. na,4r of tbeee groqtr)s brea& f,rø the gsveruent, but the rnaJority

of theu ðteaB¡teareel as poJ.ltlcal f,orecg.

cr Orge,Eizcdt Isbour 0onf,l1ets stth Other Eleuents ln tbe Cø¡nfÐ

lIæ dlonlnsnt fEctor of tbe perlodl üight be the ¡nsJ.tlon,of

orgaaizedl, l¿bour Ín l,ta,uitoba antt tbe effeet of the war upon its
eharacter, etrea6tb and. å'ffinlty to sther ltber:al.pporpae Becauge

Eore nea nent lato etefeaee prodhrctlon andl, tþe a,¡øerl forces, rrneqlS,oy-

neat harl vfutualJ¡y eeased. by the seconcL year of, the r¡ar. , Despite

f,rrlt eqú.opent, the soelel e,ucl ecoaæf.e posftion of, l¿bor¡r becane

uore strainetÌ. As dcnaað kept fa¡ a,beadL of, su¡rply, prLaeo rm¡rtedl

urcb faeter than nageo. In the bulLrttag trades, f,or e:cauple, rrages

on1¡r rose by f8É during tbe nar nhile the eoet of lfviag a,ilvancecl þ
1l+@%. llaqy staplc itemç, &rab as f,J.our, attaiuecl record. prf.ces.

Reate also aeeêud€ð qniek\y. l,faia cause for blgb rentE i¡, Wln¡ripeg:

r¡ae tnc v,tr+tuat ceesaËl.on of coastnretf.on. E,E. Boilgere, city builð1ng

inspeetor, cùeelareô tbat tbe clty requlreel sme JrOOO cl,rreJtlngs and.

th-- Weste¡m Isbo¡r Eg, Iüly 2, LgLg t p. 1.
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66 aparbneat b.niliuags to hor¡se sone gr00o p."¡,1*.15 lå,ry fantriee
were forcedl to acnrute up aacl, la one distrlct, tbê crty Eea,lth Depa,rËnent

founcl lro3l fantLiee l1vr'g nhere onJ¡r aecwocl¿tlon for J6J- e¡rtoted..16

FolLticatLy, Laborr r*ae i¿ confLiet $ith the fedleral gg.,ern_

neat on seneral LeEueF. [fhelr o¡lposltLon on nattona]. regfstratloa andt.

conscriptioa lecl to the ostreeLsiug of thc tso l¡,bor¡r neuiberE ln the
t'ÞaLtoba reglsla,tnre.l7 tbe baonfug of, Eener"ar Labq¡¡ ucwe¡npere by
tbe fcderat govcrúnênt aacl. tbe g:¡ovth of war prof,ite rrtth Ltttle
gorreruent lnterqfereace d.icl. urch to enbanee Laþsur soliclartty. lihc1toba
tmd€ r¡nfoaÍste, honcver, ïere Eliùe active supportere of the Ìrar
effor't, as over ten ¡er eeat of tÞetr u¡aþers ha,cl, narebetl. to tbe
eoLoure þ tbe end. of, l9t?. B.A. Rfgg, prml.nent laþour flgrrre, servedt

overseas for several Jrears.

Isbourrs :rojle tn poLf.tfcs gfew in t¡Erortaaeee In the a,n¡n¡a"l

wanrpei aadl' nrbn¡rban civl.e coateete, l¡bøqr ca¡¡clftil¡¡tes,regieterecL

vlcÈories tbat rrere I ôecided. coatreet to the unqr cref,eate of the pre-
mr perloel. By 19L8, fts clvfc strength ¡rag $¡ch thÊt ft onty lost
conËrol of lfran'r¡negre cfty cor¡neil by the vote of the na¡ror. Brandon

also e:rperiencert thls elr.d, labour polttlcar ¡cvorutfon, eJ.ectlng Íts
first labour caoctlcl¿te 1n hf.story.l8 .0nother atteu¡rt to bindL all the
l¿bonr elements rn the prorrrnce together oeer¡rrect in earJy r91g o1th

15 nrbr¡ng, Febnra,r¡r ÈT, t9L9,
L6l@;-Janua,ry i, tfry, l.
l?, Votu, .Ianrrar¡¡ A6, 19L7, 9.

6, r:gtïr;.F

p. 1.
3.
I.
h¡ Beeterrl Iebsr¡r l[ewg, Deeeuiber



L75

the fomtfsn of the Ðmintoo l¡þol¡r P"rty.lg î[bf.s, ].ihe earlier groups,

wB8 a moriþrate oær Qppoeeel by tbe soclaLlet pa¡*y of ca¡artla, anril lD-

eluetfng ta lts pS.atfom tbe aþo1itlon of tbe electíon cleposlt, egua'L

pqy for eguaL nork, a¡cl the ¡nrbltc omerehlp of natr¡ral nÞnopoJ'fesr

Eelfpetng all other eveats were the tso Winnipeg strikes. llbelr

course baE been treateril in cletail eleewhere aoel LE tncicþntat to tbie

tbeõí8.20 Oae oecurreil fn f9f8 a¡ml the otber, the uore eelebratedl one,

the f,ollo¡ritg yeerü ltlhe l¡,tter etrlke, nhLch brotrgþt out so6e e5r000

to 3gr0OO workero, Ur¿ " 
prof,oædL LnfXuence upon the Ll'beral novene¡rt

Ln l¡fanitoba. AJ-ready eøe of that gfoltrprs em¡roneate had begun to

ctfea¡pear frø tbe Local, see!,e, þut the Etrfhe Eerveril to f,ocuE the

stancl of otbers. tr&nJl of the geatrl.ne 1iþera].s contln¡¡edl to have a¡¡

affrafty for the l¿bour novenent. obbers d¡1f,teit êtfâsr lto tbe llinnt¡¡eg

Ílrlbr¡ne this etrtke rnarkeeL another step !n lts ærch aïa¡f f,rom betng

the proviocers foreuost Lfbera*L Jotlrnal.. Now'a stau¡¡ch ¡n'ttlsan of

the loes.l Llbeù.ar Fa,rby, it corldL not sup¡nra nor co4prehenar tbe as-

pintloas of ora¡r,izetil ]-aboæ a,fber thc Et¡iJre. Violent confl:let ees

abhor.rent, an¿l sLnee tbe onus tras oIr the tradle r¡nloas f,or stal:blrg the

genera} strfJree, the prluclple upon nbåch they sonrgbt their ætile, vae

fradsEeDtaL\y ¡rrong. lgbe r¡slous aJ,eo ha,cL sougbt to take by force f,rø

asother cleee:

of Forontä Þese, Toronto, igF'I¡@'ùhe Ca+ses.g'++ur¿ ¡v¡vÈYv ¡¡vEv, -4.- aa..;;:!-:' 
-;-!.-gffãÀt" of tue éuerar Si.i¡er.S.Aãõ6son -Gffissfonel¡ $ 1":Tt:

19 uol"", Februatry L1 1918r P. Iit9 vol."", Febnra,rry L1 1918r p. Ii $, Jalrrra.rry 5, L9,ßl p' 9:
æÆe-é,c: 

-¡rrsËrs; gb'úrottpêgGà"t*r sùrrFtr !mrv11f!

Ëffi ËrËñ $ffi ffiu'å'; li1arns *á'ttero oB ecoúoürcsr" Eglggg,
Julü ?16, Lgf9t p. 9í o.D- Seltou,
Julff, 1;93:9, pP. 1.21-J.d.

'útt¡ntpêeGàera^L ft"Íl5g r ( thtveretty

lcïrrent 
Eventetr, Sreenrs Q¡atre1Y,



. . . agb çbst an euployer_can get ort of his euptoyeee,or lfht tbe eqployeee ean get q¡t-of the eqÈoyerr-trri:tùå,t shicb
P_.ùb e¡o qet Jn sptrlt eg lr"-qnrt¡i¡, rair pray a4d Justice, thethor¡sbt of aore gala ehorect to the'baergñ;ä.-iãi'*"-''

In lte Eer found. streogtb - Ëone unf.on6 ha,cl. gal-aec[ severr¡l tbousancl

¡erdbens fl:ithtn three uonthc - l¿bour nas søenhat haatLer to Lgnore

eqtrøtse. But the trro Hlnnl¡eg strlkes onJ¡r senredl. to rmentariJy
estrange a,qr of its tn¡e fuferits in tbe }tberai. nsvenent.

d.. &å¡itoba Fa¡aers ReJect Ûrbao Lebqrr

As rns the case before tbe nar, there @,qr Broûouneeueats

Þy represcntatlves of f,a¡n andl. l¿bstrr organlzatloas on Jotnt poJ.lttcel
action. The Voice a¡d. the lleste¡n rû,bot¡r t{e¡rs ca,rriecl a nr¡niber of
a'rtlclea ôa this plao.æ r¿bour ecl,ttoriale gererall¡r chrelt u¡rou tbe
fact that fa,nners ancl I'abourers facecl. the eaee econøic enenies, and.

gl'ace bøth Llberal ancl, Coneen¡etXve pa,rblee ¡rere ldlentfffeð rrftn rbæ

ùaterester t it r¡a¡ natural f,or both workfng cLs,eses to u,ke c@on
eaf,i¡e? lt'be loc¿l l¿bo¡r Boritf.caao ïere 'rl tbe nore lnteægted. fn
an a'lll.anee rrith tbe fa¡øers, sl.nce wfthsut thelr su¡gmrb, the
r¡rban rrorhen cotrlcl. aever attain e naJorit¡r of seats.

Fa¡'d receptlon nae quite variecl. Bef,ore the strrke, the Grar.n

Grosersr Q¡:ldüs dLê nrch to ef,fect a¡r accord,. A uriber of, favsÌ¡t€b e
a¡ÉicLes on laboq¡ were prf:ntecl, enren tbough eøetLnes fa¡la intereete
rrere Þa,rmed.. * *"- ease of a strLke oa tbe tezøi¡a.l erevators

L76

a,r"rt-r, 
trfiSr 2J., lpl8, p.æl ;.¡erirb .e3, îgt1, p,

LgLg, p. L.-
6.
3.; Heetem, I¿bsr¡r SSs, Janua.4¡ J,
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(Elthq¡eb lt held up soee l2rooorooo busheLs of grara), the &rlite a¡r-

prorrecl the unlonrs sta,Edt eLnce lt was a,fber the rigþt of reeognltioa.

I'bre t'yplcar of ru¡al. o¡lfnlon, hoverrer, n 
"ru 

tu* na,ry anti-Labq¡r

etatements th¿t rere sp"eadL afber tbe tlinnlpeg etrikes. Íbe Letters of

th¿t volr¡nisot¡s eonreqpondlent, T.H. Iùo¡rles of fuerÉon, are iïLr¡nt¡¡a.tfug.23

Cmentlng on l¿bsurrs ds¡ancl for higber wagee, he mrggesterlt thet ¡.aborr

ehouldl, only get then tritb a consurrenf rlse in norklng hours, nEfa-

tatalng procluctlon, ed thereby tbe higþ oost of Llvrng ïor¡Ld. be kept

èotm¡ ConËrar¡r to the Labot¡r assertion of mrtua.L intereEte, &olrles

conteactredt that a,ny elliance rn¿s f,undauentaLf¡r fuposElbLe beeause the

tno grouBs lrorkeel at cross lur¡¡ose6, Lo€r¡ as La,bor¡r denna¡,èeð Ehorter

hCI¡rs anð hlgþr rages, by raielng the price of necessftles tbLg in-
fllctecl a greater br¡rclea r4lon the famers. A cmon accusEtion was

that Labor¡r rrourd strLke, ¡Eralyzrng the econoqr, nhlre fa¡mers andl

t'he1r vives, vorkfng r¡nriler srrpposecll¡r worse eoadl.itions, cagfe6, on v-ith

the Job. lhe guestfon of a strfke nas not rrnderstooè¡ BË one mral

B$per eweatecl, nt'rhe fa,rrer, aE a natter of cou¡se, (ca.:ries on) for
thoEe nho de¡rencl oa bi¡¡ for hls breað."2& ïn thts rioe, naqr fa,:rners

belienect tbåt liltuEtni.aL unrest r¡as chre to a mrked. cllsinclinatlon of
rrrban norkerE to actua,Ll¡r sork. ". . . A, gneat oha,ttering about rfghts

end. only a fen wbf.e¡rertngs abort lrorktt, coroentecl the Bra^ndon s*.25

p. 935; fr¡iate, Febnrcr¡r 10, p18, p.

JuIy 29. 19æ, p.ft ffin Rlver E, Jvîe ZT, L9t9, F;T.-zjl Bne¡raon oeFsñ-¡affi i?. 192ö. þ. i.-

23 g"¿u.n*, trû+y 9, 1918, p. h; Íh,:mers1?ibune, tr@y

aE[Eedrt*, Ab.,!! 4gg, ¡F" 26_? LgLg, p. lri arso, Reetog Becorcl¡er,rÐ. T. La Si¡an Rtver S¡tar.. .lbae 27- lqlq^ il-î:
ar[ Br-e aon iEÐñ"@ L7, tgú, p.

9, 1918r^p. l+i Íb,¡raerst Aêvoqate, sey 48, L9lg,'10, 1918, B. l-F-
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Suspiclon of the lebour ufireüent nas strengthenect þ the strLke.

Ehe geaéra[y conserrrative ldanltoba feared. the reportecl r"arLica].1-m of

labotrr. Evea the &rt4e changed. Lte courEe anct attackecl. l¿bour f,or

deqy1ng congtituteè authorlty nhen it has the o¡por-buntty to eettle aoy

BrobJ.ens by use of the ballot box. ÍhLs senti¡ent rras echoert by tbat

sta¡rneh Iåheral, D.lÍ. Btrchanan.26 creoenaLiy n¡H,r veeey asnsrqper

cments *"o u* more unfavourabLe. f,lbe position of lpbolr .lÛas

ftrraber clepresseËL by its insbllÍW to publtcLze ftE orùll cBBêe ftbeir

econætc o¡rpoueate tlicl not niss eueh an o¡lporttrntty aad. usedl the press

to otrtllne their posftion. ra one ac[, for exau¡rJ.e, the uaelerJryrtng

canÉe of the strlke rsas tb cterlbe¡rate atteu¡rt to ralse tþe head of

BoLsheeists to ïftunf¡ng andl plaee the eity untter the adalntstraÉion of

iæ Sotfet Gor¡ernnentr thereby BosLng the problelb of, thhether tbe thLon

Jaek sha,Ll float sr¡er Ca¡actLan cities or tbe Rert Hlag of Revolution."fl

the ehanee oÉ a l¡bou¡ andl fa¡mer a,Lllanee Ln politics a¡pearecl

renoter tba¡¡ at,qry'ti-üe since several years prJ.or to the mr. Even

the ¡erloilie iesolutlon for JotrÉ actLon ¡nssecl. at the llhn:Ltoba Grain

Gronerst Assocf.atLon ¡raE natereel cls¡no to read. in 1919 tbat tbe a66oG-

f.atloa Eb$rlê trstrlve for cJ.oeer co-operatton rrlth l¿bor¡r urlone anrl

retn¡mecl sotd,iårs anct a,LL kLatlredl. EssoclaÈLons. "6 [fhe ¡nseage of sach

a reeoltrttOn nas no longer of any slgniflcaace fa thts ti¡e of, fntenee

poll.clal agltatlon. å sfJßfJar requeet f,rø the Canadtan Cor¡nctl of

n6 *r*.
tl/ W.'

&e ffhot¡sa,nd..
a8/ tui¿.,

June 2þ, L9L9, B. iO,
¡p. l+-5. A tlro ¡n6e ad. of the Oittzenst Cøittee of

Ja,rmra,ry Lr, Lg3ig, p. p.
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Agrlorlttrre to get better acquaLntetl with Labor¡r bro,rgþt forth a rather

orasperetedl csr¡¡ter $reqtr frm the ffacles Cor¡neil- for a better e:$¡ree-
x.

sl.on of ains a,fber 60 na,qr $êE.rs. 
/

Despl.te these fo¡mi.dabLe banclicaBs, there vaE sti3-l a rÞe,sure

of co-o¡reration. At a fa,merar ueetfng lu Daupbln, lts neuibers veat

on record. a¡ still coutlnufng their 
"¡rry"t¡V 

v'ith the Legltf.æte 4.8-

pira,tlons of, the Cana,ùian Isþour uør¡ement. A u¡nber of aetive nenibere

of the UnttecL trbmers of l,&nitoba rorkecL for euch an a]-llance. WaLter

Ea,:ney 1n gprlagfleltl. rnas rLeeignated. ae the IIFI{ representative to the

Dæin1on l¡þour FaJ*y ¡rovfneial comrention; Ben ElcbardLeon, IIFM

organÍzer for See¡mra, s¡roke on the f,ev bancLicaps there nere to a4r

orga,atzatlon, althougb he aetnittecl thc needl. for ff¡Éher edh¡eatlon on

sueh auoag the fa¡uerõ; R.A. troey, aÈ the DøtnLon tr¿bour Pa'lrty gather-

ing, GleeJ-areö that both groupe coultl not fail. to reet.

Eârly in 1p20, the Emtaton Lajbqrr Farty a¡nouaeeril tb¿t a eon-

vention ¡roulct be cal.lecl. in April ¡rith a vie¡r to eleeting a Iþ,rcr-

Laþer¡r governuent 1n tbe 1920 e1ectlon.3o At tbe neeting, the Norrts

gorrerrnent r¡as conde@ed. for not aanrryl-ag out a progresslve Bolfcy and.

for squandlerlng ¡nrbltc Eoney, glvl¡g fn to reactionar¡r f,orees andl

ol4osfng progresslve üêaeurêE.S A n¡niber of, fa¡ners attendtetl qad.

lt wae Later an¡o¡¡ncecl. tbat fifteeE fa,:mer-l¡þor¡r canctLclates r¿or¡.Ldl enter

the 1f.sts, exclùsive of tbose Labor¡r ae¡r nouina'üedl i-a u¡ban ltfnntpeg.

Ð Tleetern rebor¡r NSE, ¡&rch 26t Lgæ, F. ?.
to@rJg?o, p. 1.
l/ llectern Labq¡r Ners, Aprtl L6, L9æ, p. 7.
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oÊ the Ðefal Gos¡¡et anril lp,bor¡¡

flhe post-uar perf.orit aLso ¡rltneeeed. a furnlng awa¡r of f,olloserE

of tbe eoclal- goe¡nL Hfthfa the ¡etbodtlet ancl Preebyberl.an oüurrchee.

flhis brea& oecurrecl 1n sBfte of the contf''r¡ance of m,cb tbat pre-nar

trend.. through tbe eolr¡ms of the Grala Growergt @¡icle, the Volee a¡d.

the Ïleetero l¿borr Nevs, Dr. SaLen Blå¡d. rrrote of, rtlre l{etr ghrtstfa¡¡itJr,,

aE éticl J.s. wosiLsnorÊh ln a¡ttcle, iook and. ¡nq,hret.3e ]&,ry of
the crlticfsns of the cbn¡rcb ¡rere reÍterated. fn thetr drlve to uake

the elurrch nore Brectical. A r.runflrer of the clerry continnecl to be

aetfve 1n Elestlons of, the clayr tbe Wtrì¡r'lFeg ldfnLeterlal strp¡nrÉecl.

the strf^kere at the creecent creanezy, winnlpegrs J.argest clairy, ia
their rtgbt to organize; aacL faÍrJy co@oa nas the aernot¡ of e Dauphlo

nf¡rtster onr tEor ls Lt Bossible r¡nder orr present indr¡stria1 s¡reteu to
Lfve as eøpetttrve antagoaists ancl chrfstla¡¡ brotnerslf'33

A n¡nber of issues contrlbuted. to the rrlthd¡ara1 of na4r rnlnfsters

frm activel.y sl¡pport'¡ng tbe lsbour üsneuÊaü. fhe uÊLn factor wae the

suaplcLon of a or¡¡dber of rnrniEters |n l¡bor¡rrg use of the etrLke.

Beverendl. Dr. Horace l{eetwoodl, a J.on6-tl¡e friend. sf l,abstrr etght,

ty¡rtfiee the vithctranal of, a uaJorlty of mlnfstere. ShLLe he eouLcl.

sulport the trrade r¡nion movenent, he felt that he eou-Lc[ not accept tbe

u¡e of the striJse. He ¡atber prefenedt that l¿,bcnrr ïouLd. seek all

180

32 ** tbe socialiet lnf,IuencecL union ue¡rqpaper gave sa"Leu BIânô
gl1:rase.^ 9¡gg. B¡Lletln, A¡r€ust ?.7, LgLg, p. ].i &lÊ., June ti,
1920, p. ?.

33/ IÞu¡ibin Eeralcl., June !, L919, p. ls.
:-
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¡aea:ra of eøprmlsrng its cLiffeænpee uith eapitat, largely by the

erplqrnent sf arbit¡¡atLon. Thie fal-lure to be uocterete, Dr. tfestlroo<l

attributecL to the eùomina^ace of rad[tca].6 arþng l¿bour leacl¡ers ancl c]¿sE

consciousnesõ. the cleeLslons of the l[ianipeg Íha,cles and lå,bour Counei].

to ex¡le3- the deJ.egateE fron the l.{tnfsterial Aesoefatlon andl to deuancl.

the rensr¡a.l of cana,cl.ien troops fron RuEsla, onJ¡r senrecl to conflrr,
to his satisfactfon, that organLzecl Xabor¡r repud.iatert religlon end. Iras

baekedl þ revolutl"".3h

.Lltbough ¡s¡.s rnintsterE becæe estrangecL frø the l¡borr üove-

ment, others, - a ufnsrfty - eane closer to tbat group. Íhree that
uerit attentl,on are Rer¡ereacle sâ,len Blåúct, lfillfao rvens, and. J.s.
Woocl'srorth. The fo¡ruer unÈLerrrent a number of clranatlc experiences on

acco¡¡t of hte vie¡¡s ou the r¡ar ancL labour, For hl.s erltlciõnr of the
poor foocl' given to the troo¡rs, oae Journal- lsbellecl hLu tra renace to . .
uatlonaL veuare. tt35 E:[e ]¡þot¡r e:qrer!.ences brorgþt hLm nore persona"t

cllsc@fort. Elret, he r¡as ctfEnissecl frm the faeurty of wesley

coilJ.ege, altegedLlir becanrse certaio businese intereste in wfnntpeg

badl brlbeô the CoLLege Cor¡ncfL by offeriag to ¡ny off the CoLLege debt.36

Hls df nrnl seal nas l¿ter concleunecl by the l{ethodist Cor¡rt of AppeaL as

nøt betng {n harnoqf vith the usage anel. ]¿rr sf the ch¡rcb. seconù,

although BLand ha,cl. been the firet cancl.lcl¡ate to be nøin¿ted. o¡¡ tlre

Ü¡cton banner andl aLso the first to s¡nak on Ihlon goveroent 1o ¡¡lnn.tFegr

3b t=tt**,32@36l@v{r.an:Lpeg.
Deceniber 28, 1918, p, ?.

Fffi'ffi: fl"""5, LglT, B. L.
L9L5t po 1.
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he håð þeen foreeeL to retire f,rø the eontest Ín Centre Wlnntpeg a,fber

hostLLe Consel¡ratives eaLIedL another couventfon a¡lcl nølna.tecl, another

candticla,te. Í[third., on hLs eubseguent move to foronto, he", lost bie cÞarge

beeause of hlg Lebqrr vLerl6.

0f uore clirect ir¡rortance to the relationshfp of tbe ch¡rch a,nd"

labq¡r fa llhnftoba, rrae the clisoissa.l of Rev. Iifu,. Ivens ancl the fornding

of the l¿bqlr Clurch. Ivens ruas gulte actÍve fn tbe pl8 strike¡ a¡dl

ln his ófrr"faf statLoa at lrfeDotrgall chrrch, håd. lsstredL naqr staternenËs

fanouring tbe strl-kers. Eie pro-l"a,bour stancl a¡d. hls ¡uclftst attttucte

towaaril the mr antagonizecl the uore eonse:¡rattve ¡nrÉ sf hfe congregetion

and' they petltfoaedl that he be repJ.acedl. {tlhla reqnest waÊ grantect.

At no tfue rnas there a,ry crttieim of, hts norh at the chrrcb, f,or he

b¿d att¡actecL na,4r vorklag cLaes nenÍbers to a ch¡rch that håô had, a

chr"-iniu.fng congregaÈ1on anct h¿cl hervetl a debt of sme S33rooo.37 !Íith
sr¡eh a reoordl, tt rrae ¡aturaL for Ivens to etete¡

since tbere 1s no cbarge 
"g"r*t ry re].Ígiotre a,nct theological

viors, ft' ie very erlcleat tbat tbe !,ûethoclfst chr¡reh hes c@e
fo the pJ.ace rybere politlca"l eosr¡ietions Eta,sd, higþer i¡r ite
co'nceptf.on tha¡¡ êoes E nanf E attittrde tor¡arcl (þd. lbreorer, ft
ie eqtreLly cLear that the l*þthotü.st eh¡¡eb no longer aeeorels to
her mlnLsters the rlgbt to thinB for thenselves./J8

In ccimencHng h,f.e sta,!d., tÞe Voice dleclsredl¡ lEfe on\y Ef.n r¡ao that he

Broela,f.red, hLusetf a foe to eapitalLsn, a f¡tenel of the ç,6¡!lngaaa, a,

bellerer of, soelar egrrality, aacl a bater of wars ancl blood.ehed.o9
I

the uatn effect of the estrangeuent of, lveas Enð tbe }f,ethoeltet

37 trrtn-".
38/, rbtè.,
3e'/@,

June 22, 1918, p. lp.
&rne 18, 1918, p. I.
Jrrne 2J., 1918, p. L.



183

ch¡reh r¡as the estabLtehnent of the Labour Gh¡reh. It sprang d;irectþ
out of tbe religfoqs se¡¡rices that that nrnlster gave ùrrfng the l9r9
strl'te. ÍT¡e labor¡r cleæch Ellaklv gren to miber eevera.L thousaaGl

sorkfns@n Ln nrne branchee seatterecl, thrsughoet }ßtropoltts¡q l¡{nqtpeg.

llbe uniEue feaüue of, the organlzatlon rae noù its rrcrktng eless character,
but that tt hâd. ao foraal eonstLtutlou nor creecl, iredeeel, taLL are rrer-
cqecl lnto l.t rhs seek the estabriehe¡rt oa the ea.rüh or an era sf,

Justice, tnÉh, and. lsrre. *þ ra carrytng out tbe socl.ar gos¡eJ., tbie
chr¡reh atteuptecl to neet i¡e aee¿s of tbe poor by providrng nfor that
slaple, unrùognatic, eolçlrehensive, cleuocratlc, and, above aff, urotuerly
ancl practlcal klncl of church lnto rrhlch al'l pr€sent cht¡rehee ri¡- nerge.rrhl
ru Braailoa, Re\r. a.E. smi.th, traüguratEd, ¿ 6rrn{lar nøyenent r¡,rth the
for¡ncl¿tLon of the Peoplers Ch¡reb¡ baeecl on the thought of, the neecl for
anrl poesibaHty of a better hu¡nan society.42

f,. 4g 
rygb:lgg 

of Anrt-Àliea reeLÍ¡q

i

HhiLe rsbst¡r enents teetecl. se\reraL i.iberal groupo, alfens ln
&&nltoba pl¿yed, a srnrl€¡, roLe. .s.e in the Bre-nar perlocL, a ¡nraiber of,

LocaL llberals contiru¡ecl. to a6ttate for e better rruderstandlag of the so-

cal'leè forelgn rBC€Br Frm scatterecl reports, Lt ¡las evtdeut thÊt
Ceat¡al ancl Easterm nrropean iJ@fgra¡rts rrere betüg ase:trnflatecl to their
àaoBtea cor.ætr¡r. Econøiea\y, a nudber $ere better of?, ancl fa Eæe

fo
. trfbune, August þt L919, B. J.2.
41r/, Voiee, June 48, I9I8, pp. Li2,
42/ Brandon Þllff Srn, Jrrne 9¡ L9L9, p. I.
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lnstances atteuptecl to organize grafn groverst elevatore enê becme
actlve 1n the l4an:l'toba Graln G¡rglrerst associatLon. rn tbe fieLcl of
ed¡rcation, nrcb progreËÊ was rade aoong the first generatlon canaclians.

Í&è stresses of va,rtf-ne, howwer, stf^m¡latecl sone d,4ngeror6
cLa'Ee hatred's tbat or¡ershactsvrecl, these Edva,aces. sinee a J.arge uffier
s3 tm'rrgrantg ca¡¡¡f! frø cotrntrles at ¡ra& ¡rtt¡ the .alItecl pouers, they
rÍere regsrded, wlth suspi.clon by the rest of the conn'n1ty. Thelr
loyalty n'as EuÊpected. and. a nu¡¡ber of forelgn ran$u€e ne$'papers in
ltinnfpeg were bannecl fþom the nal].s. rt $as cmonl¡r belienecL that tbe
irorigrant crass clicr. not eater the emecl forces as reaclf.þ as did.
Anglo-Salrons.

Raclal antagonl'sm beca,ne partlerrlarþ bltter Ìl.lth the retura
of the vetera'¡ûs' rt ras natural f,or the ex-eoLd.ier to be antagonlzed.
when he fouad. his peace-ti¡e job occtrpfect by a foreigner. Thls
situatÍon vas aggravated. by rlsing uneuprc¡aent as the country chaagecr.

frø a rrar to a peace-tíme econoqr. Ehe srtuatr.oa m,s f,.rther corc_

plfcatecl' by a aorntlng belref that na¡Ð¡ foref.goers su¡rportect the
Busslan Bevorrrtion. D-A. Rose, the M.p.p. for s¡rringfielcl, cJ-afoeê

tnat a revolution, incltecr. by the priests of forergn ch'rches, nas
belng ha.tched. ra the Bfrcts IITLL Dtstrict aear !üfnnlpegr

with sucb a tt¡¡br¡-lent backgrorrnd. ea¡ae the 1p18 anti-foreign rfote
ln lfirurfpeg. rn r.ate Janrra¡y of th¿t reânr r.ocal sociar.fsts held a
raLly on l'&rke'b sq[are to sbow thelr s¡nrpatby vith German coronrniets.
A grotrB of veter+ns nareheô up aêô dlispersecl the gathering, forcing
a nr¡dber preøeat to k'Íse the unlon Jack. rhe inelct¡ent 6oon d,everoBecL



The Ome Big lssue in the Tffinnípeg **strikeo' is Plain

THË ffiffiÜPLE MUST CHOOSE
Between This { Þ And This

The FIag

That is the symbol of law and ordel in this count'ry; tliat guarant'ees'fo

The Alien Enemy
Who.openiy or seeretl¡' supportecì [ierurau.v and.Austria duling-.¡lhé war, rvhqcontributecl ûl_onq/

for. bombs ürà¿"i" ¡rã*tli"g ïp niri,,ilions lrlants on_.tÌris contincnt, n'h:r clansed. fol joy rvhen the l-¡usi'

iãi.iã-*"r Jãstroyed, rvho"rejoice,f over itte long lists of Canadian car;uaìties.I

eveïy man, woman and child in this country the right to live; that rcple-

sent. f he authority which now enables the people of Wimripeg to get the

necessities of life "without permission of the strike eommittee,,ll
\

I

the returned soldiers tlieY saY
ask returned soldiers NO'W¡The Strike Committee, fvens, Jh,s. Är.rnstr.oug, Di-ron, Queen and the rest twist and squirm ?"* liu in an effort to evade this issue' To fool



I \
.:tauia was destroyed, u'ho lejôiced ovel the long lists of Canadian ca¡ualties. 

,

The people who say 1¡i* toda.v are the sArne people t'ho vbtecl for this lesolution at the Calgary conveniion last March:

"That the interests of all members of the international working class being identical, that this body of workers
RECOGNIZE NO ALIEN bul the capitalists." (Endorsed by thãWinnipeg-Trades and Labor Counelil, Nfarch 18,

. 1919') . .**"*E*¿¡r-¡d¡ffi*mm,, -,, rÀsütwffit!rym4ffiù**.n¡,. (

They arethe same pçople u'ho lrlterl r:ncior,senrent io this statement, mad.e on the floor',.rf tbe Calgar.¡r convention:

The Alien Enemy

"We are asking for the release of those whom they con sider as enemies, that ís, actively working for the Germari
g,avernment in thi'l country." (From official Calgary con vention report, endolsecl by almost unanimous rrote by
Winnipeg Trades and LaLrol Council nlarch 18, 1919.)

people who fought eonseription, tooth anrJ nail.

hospital, Írom obtaining rrrilli.
There is no room in Qa,na,da

They are the same people u'llo a le' cloilg e ver'¡'tliirig in theil' pc)$¡er', at the present moment. to prevent b¿rbies and invalids, inclucling the sick

fsr the u-ndesirahle alien who insults our flag, intimidates our citizens and demands soviet government.

That is the symbol of law and order in this eountry; t?iat guarant'ees.fo
every man, wornan and child in this country the right to live; that repre-
sen+. the authority wirich now enables the people of Wimripeg to get the

The FIag

The Cltlzens' Commlttee of One Thousand,

returned soldiers at'Tuxedo
')

'i



into a clenonstration agaiast a].fens Ln genera,L, and. ceraaf¡ estaþlfsh-

ments, mrch as the Soctalist Farty heaclErarters anel several caf,es, were

r¡'recked.. CLfrux of, tbe day cane lrhen the veterans us¡rchecl to the Slrif'bst

Packing Plånt to $teeessf,rüJy denønd. that a1'l trAtien eúenfestt eryÉ.oyecl

there be ffreel. No veteran organlzatÍon ças offtcta{y connecteel rrtth

thiE a,ffair. Now feeLing their psÌrer, horever, llræO veterans rra^Ll;teô

several days Jater, and. askecl Preuler T.C. Nsnis, auong other reso]Lrr-

tíons, to ttÍ.scbarge eaery alLens fron the prorinee. llhLs den¡nd. rras

Later exteadl¡etl to iue}¡cùe al1 Soefalf.ets, I.I{.}l.ts a¡¡d nother agitatore.

The vetera¡r organizatlons the¡r r¡ncþrtook to Eee that ary u¡desfrabLe

cLtlzens who vere aLiens vere dteportecl after aLL thetr pro¡nrty end.

¡loney ln excess of #75 ha,cL been confiscstedl. a¡otber ae¡gect of thle

a¿ti-foreigner feeling appeareð sith a grotrlag reguest by srrch groups

as the !Íimipeg eectfon of the Canaitian Cl¡rb, adlvocatlag a 'hhlte

Canada,, " rrith pa¡tícaü.ar referenee to the Eutterftes.b3

f,he eravtty of aotl-foref.gner feeling reachetl a cLf¡a:r at tbe

tLue of tbe L919 !r1'ûnlE€g strlle. llhe fuinant comfttee of one

Ífhortsanct cleclareil that lts neribers rsor¡].d. try to replaee al l aLf.ens v'itb

veterrans as far as possÍble. of eqrrol Lçor-b 1s the fra€r.ant ats-

carria'8e of Justfce oeorrLng 1n the a,nest of, a nr¡rnher of allens for

elLegerÈL cllstr¡rbances clurlng the strlJce. lfhe a,¡.reEt yithotrt rranant of

five, AJ-uazoff,, Charitinof.f, Blrrmenberg, Scha¡pel-rei a¡d. tlerenchnk,

poeect a serious tbreat to civil l'ibertLes sface the¡r were to be trledl

h3 rrin*g, Aprit 9, L9L9, p. t.2i ¡$!., d¡nir th, 1919, p.e.

D
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uocler tbe auenclect rmtrfgation "Act, eubJect to deportatfon rrlthout a,ny

Jrrry trtal. llro of theee nen nere vetenans, one bavtng been tnlce
vounctect fn ectíon. Fen 1n the cormqrnity rrallted te tbeir defeace. TIre

ladl'esr Orange Benevslent Soctety protestecl. a€atnst tbese actioas clireetecl

on thoEe not of Brittsb brrth;Þ fr@ D;!f. Bucbansn caüe severra]. Letters
on the {qErorataact of thesE tnnnlgrants to Ca¡ada. Both reguests uet
îith scant po¡nrl"ar su¡port.

Br ûbberry9rigæ!,þetry

l[hose aseoeiaÉfoas tbat ha,<L sBearheaded. tbe ritríve for suffïage,

uet rrlth EoEe $reeegs as velL as æ,ry ðisa¡polntnestE in the fen years

s,fber LgLl. X|he hlgb tXatre of tbelr Euceesg.ocqrmecl nhen varior¡e

vo&en'g gfol¡ps preeented. a petltlon of, sqe LrLSg feet fa S.eugth cou_

tainfng 35r58ls slgnetures cal-lr'ng f,or, a suffrage act. Ilhnitoba rrclnein

gatnedl several accoqü.ishents besLdes the rrtnrdng of, the f,ranehise.

a ErFrl, b1rt gro$iag ruuiber, nere eleeteril to loaa]. EchooL boa¡ds.

Severral v@ents Sroups d,ltl, þeneff.clal cmralty ¡rork¡ the Ee¡neua,kers of
lanrtou ef.dcd. those ïotren of f,orelgn exüraction. Tbere wâE I câB-

p"fgn held. by tbe local Cor¡4c11 of Hmen for a hæe for nental defeetlves.

Within the ltþnltoba Gral¡ Grqrers t Associatlon, fa,:ro woneÊ nacte noteable

a,tlva¡rces. narrv 1n 1916, ]frs. a. Tooth $ae eLecteel vfee-presLclent.

Tlro years l¿ter a rr@entg sectLoa r¡as f,o¡mecl. anê the nonen nere grantecl

an egna-ì. positlon vith mLe neuiberg, fhe Høenrs seetLoa rapidJy gre$

' 4lr
Western le,Þor¡¡ SSg, July 7, L9L9t p. J-.

:rs.
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fron slx to l+3 locals rrithia e year¡ ar¡ð Ð L9Ð, encoqnsÊeè ?L groups

vith 1r?oo r"rb"r".h5 auong other aLms, it wes prr-uaæt3y eoaeemed.

lr'ith eueh ewmity l¡terests as sanftar¡r lawe, ühe bettement of rura¿

schools ancl the establiehent of, n¡ral hospÍtal.a, better food. Lass.

ffhe splrlt that hacl ea,mieô l&nttoba lronen to fts errffrage

succeËs soon broke. Ílhe B,C.|[,[I. clrf.fbedl. auay to coneentrete on $rcb

Lssuee es lergtheuing ba1't S* ancl. bqntshlng cf.garettes, - ones that
helel. Lfttre ap¡na.l. A cleep cl¿ss rlft Erose whea a ¡nr¡iber of oJ.ty

¡ronea becane idtenttf,led. rrtth the anti-etrlke goup !y taeing sürlkersf

pLaces. Becatrse of the allegecl eonnectlon of the lffnnipeg loea]. Cor¡ncil

of Wc¡nen rith the antL-strfkers, the WæenrE Lebour League rrithclrm

fron the PoLÍticEL Educa,tion ræague, f,o:merJ¡r the poLttfcat- Egnal.ity

r,ea6ue.M Ehe lfcuents r¿bo¡¡r r-eague beeeÐe eøewhat estrangecl. f,rqn

n¡raL support, nben 1t ¡nssecl a resolutlon asking for the r"esruption

of tbe saLe of, }l.gbt r¡lnes ancl beers fn the proniuce.

r|he entry of nwen lnto poLitlcs sas far frø suceessftú.

I,ühên the Natlona.L cqrnell- of tfæen atteuptecl to funugurate a w@enre

polftieal- party, the l{fnntpeg Local d.LsassocLatecL ltself by rrith-

draïrlne ttE a,fFtliatton.h? narry 1n 1940, tso neuibers of the portticaL

Echreatlon Lea€ue çere nmLnatedt to conteEt wfuaipeg eeats fn the prs\r-

fnelal eLeetion. one ran on, the strength of, being rbe,t sbe temecl
tta progreesive iadependeut, tt nh5.J-e the other e4gressecl a stroag fee1.ing

to r¿n the Ooaser¡ratlve ¡ru*y'e o*io"tioo.E Eowever, feuare fnterest

h5 *r.u", Janrrary 15, 1918, p. Bi.IbLd.¡
ttó/. lfeetern Isbo¡¡r l{ene, October 4, 1918,t+/ Gffinffir-ãil'1919, p. 38. 

- '
h8/ ¡ml, a¡rrlJ. 8, L9æ, pr{ Lh.

Ja¡mreriy L4, Lgæ, p. 9.
.p. I'
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in the baIlot was quÍte tlisappolntlng. rheir vote tras light clnrfng

tbe 1918 provlnelal. by-eleetion, and. a suall ninority regfstered., mrch

less votecl, Ln the prorlncler eLectLon of tno years later.
ffhe Direct Legisl"ati.on leagUe bad. not, neaagecl to su¡nrfve the

travalle of the rnar periocl. Àlthor¡gb cl.Lrect leglsJ.etion bacl been a

naJor pJa,rk of, the lgLb Llberar pratforn, it was not yet put into
legfsJ-atioa. Ílhe Inftiative and. Referencltm Act, vhlch had enibocliecl

Its prlnciples, had. falleil. to rrin the agprovar of the AppeaL cotrrt of
Ithnltoba, which has based. its refusal on the contentlon that such

leglslatlon lrorrLril f.qrair the Lleutensnt-Gorernorrg use of the veto.
llfhere vere few rrho beuoanèô the êentEe of ilfrect legfeJ.ation. Ifith
tbe passing of, Prenler Roblfn fron prorinelal ¡nlitics, groupg that had.

cloae u,rch to popuJ,arize d,frect legtstation, achievecr. therr espeeig,J.J¡r

ctesirecl plece of J.egfole,tion, thereby losing lntereçt in pollüfcs

as ve]-l aE clirect J.egfstationr The latter hacl beea a nea¡aË to a,n

encl, ancl rl:ith tbe tegtslatfve $lccess of teqlerance, srrffrage a¡rcL

anti-SobLin forces, tbere were few actfveJy beblncl, ùlrect 1egJ.s1ation.

EVen the Gulite, long-teru a,èvoeate, soon eeased. to reBort dllrect

legtsl.ation ef,ber it corrLcl not lnes the courbs. oary a fen long-
te¡m llber"als euch gs D.Iü. Br¡,chan¿.n¡ s, J. Fa,¡mer åJrd F. J.
Dlxoa, unsuccegsfr¡l-].y contlauetl to Bress for its ad,optton.hg rhe

goremment quich\y forgot Direct LegfsJ.ation, ctespite the presenee

Ï ryr- ryne ?L' LgL6, p. 5i MHP, Janrrar¡r 6, ltg:-, rN 197.
Letters fr@ S.J. Fa¡mer a^nd. M.T. It{cKÍffilck, preslelãnt of the Direet
ï,egistation Icqre.
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of at Least fifteen neubers of the Ðirect Leglsl,ati"r, r**g**.5o ttat
clicl not nean that the qnestlon hadL cliecl ln .train. ùrlag its dla¡rs of
popuLarity, ctfreet legletatioa hacl, provlcled a focus arouncl wblch the

adf-RoiJ.la forcee couJ.d gatber. Tlren, u.1th the a,ðvent of tbe Liberal

aclulnlstratl.on, it ïqig cÌrFLo¡recl ln ¿ flmlf,s{ !raü¡. fhe aeecl for r¡omen

to gatn a certain requLrerit ninl^u¡n of signatures for suffra6e ntgbt be

regariled ae a forn of initfative¡ the ldanitoba feuperance Aet bacl. to

be ratffteril by refereudr¡m. Another e)rautrÈe of fte use oeq¡¡Ê.ecl ln
l9LT, r¡ben a ar¡mber of citizens trieel. to oust F.J. Dlxon frm the Legls-

latrrre because of his r¡ar views.5l

llte reporb of a Boyal Cmlssion engnfring fnto varioqs mottes

og ta;rairon vlrtua-gr crrrsbedl the !Þnrtoba sing]." to.u"s.52 Afüer a

thorougb lnvestigatLon vae rnacle of tbose lfeetern Ca¡actfan eitiés'that
hacL r¡secl this eyÈùePr it l¡as for¡¡¡cl that the receeslon after the econøie

bom ha,cl. proven flannsi¿4y enba,lrasstng to these em¡nitles. fþe

CoÍTnisslon conelrcledl that s{ngle tax ttaBpears to be not so mrcb a nethoct

of tan reforn a6 a panacea for lrrn¡n lLLs.

flre abaoma]' conditlons which bad. ¡roclucecl the tenïìeraace victory

tn 1p16 hacl, non søe¡úat abatecl.. Íhere r¡ere ñqny vlol¿,tions of the

problbitlon lanr. Oentres sLtuaüecl on the pronincial bomda,ry - Kenorar

5O *u $lnele la¡rer ancL Direct Iegislatlon Bulletln, Septeriber,
L9L5, p. 3- -

\fl Tlte tiberal Goversnent was not preparecL to rrndle¡Aa&e su,eb
Iegislation slnce it nas not of, thefr Bletform. HansardLrg, MFp,
Febnrar¡r 7 t t9L7, p. 26.

52/ Ìhnitoba¡ ReBort of the Assesçnent ancl Taxation Comlsslon
(win''t pesi Kt¡€ I s Brrffirg-IgT:, pF:TGãI-
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Torhtoa, Reglna - did a bom tmde of exportrñg LLquor fnto lh¡¡Ltoba.

In nuuerotre lnstances, chnrggists ancl cloctors collaboratedl. 1u obtaining

lue¿tctnsttt J.lquor for frieacls. Elsenbere fn l&¡cltoba, provincial

BQiLf.ce nere bar€l ¡ut to cu¡b a rlsing t¡a,fffc fa bootleg lfquor. In

oue pollce rald, 1t requirecl, tbree drays to bauL æuay tbe llqnor sent

lnto the provlace fn cases of cherrlug bum. !årch earLier, in J-9I5t

the Süatesnan bad, dlisappeared chre to lsck of fLnaneee. Tew¡lerance

seatJ.nenù nas gnÍte ctivlcleè, rrlth some non cileeirlng a reLa,:ratlon of the

llquor J-ane, ancl others tlghtenlog up. Tlbe Llberal partf clicL not

off,tcia[y cmlt lteelf one way or tbe other, onJ¡r etattng tbat it

¡rou-lcl folJ.o¡r tbe $-lshes of the peo¡rJ.e ln the natter.

In ech¡,catfon, ¡rolltlealJ¡r, the tibera.l parby bail not fncreaeecl

thelr or¡rporters. Naturally, those natlonalfttes that cleslreal separate

scbosls hacl been amtagonizecl. [he strong su¡rporA of the Orange lodge

na6 non lost as çe3.l. Prlor to the J.p2O etection, an attempt,rras

nade by the Lfbera-ls to i^u¡tþ tbat the Orange bo{y vas thrqring lts

su¡port to then 1n gratttucle for the LegisLa,tlon that ba,cl. been passecl.

by the legislature. A letter frø the Grand Seereta,rry of tbe prov-

lacial t ago, S. Is,rkLn encþcl sluch an atteqrt. ffi, I€rkin etec]-arecl

that tbe Onange eieqrtive hadl not cLlscussecl, the sÌrbJeet of eupporbtûg

the Liberal ¡nrty, anct firrther&ore, the Lodee ttdoes aot lendl ltee]f

"" "o 
electloneerlng agetrt to d,qy parbletrJar fom of, governuent."S3

53 r"tt.,*¡ .rune Ð, L9ñr p. lr¡ xtEP, Jrrne 26, Lgæ, PtÍ 118.



h¡ Ehe 1920 Blectl.on

I'be 1920 eleetlon uarkecl the terstnatlos of several agtrenente

th¿t bad pJayeô an lr¡rortant roJ.e ín prorinciaL af,falre for severaJ.

$ê€116r llhere Írere no cLeep conf,J.lats sver tbe nerlts of teuperance,

etlu.catlon, clfrect legLslation, entry lnto public onoership, nbLeb hacl

ocorpledl, the pronfacers attentlon. Wltb a rl.sfng dena,nô f,or less

poJ.ltics a,ncl the breakqp of tbe once all-powenfi¡l Consen¡ative naehf.ne,

¡rolitles l¡,ckecl the f¡tenslty of the ¡rast. Lese tban three noaths

f,ron vstfng dqy, not a eingle cand,lcl¡ate had. beeu nonfn¿ted. ia l*¡anftoba.5h

ÍlbLs was a far cry from 19ll+, rrbea canclfela,tes enterecl tbe lists p

noaths La advance.

l[b1s unusual. etste nas J.arge]y dr¡e to the watchf,t¡l attltr¡cte of

the tr¡o oLcler pa:*tes to eee what polftical actLon the fa¡nerE of

IÞol.toba r'røu-ld u¡derta&e. Wlthin l!ÞnLtoba famersr ranke, there still
renaineiL q,rch iacleeieLon on pol.ittcal actlon a,s rras the caEe La pre-

vfotrE e]-ectlone.

¡e.ny ¡4anltoba fa¡merslüere stiJ-l relucta¡at to enter polltics.

As vas the case before tbe Great ï{ar, there vas still a strong feer of

lnvolvfng the fa¡cnergt assoclatione in polltlcs. ffbe Graln Grorersl

Gratn Cqnry in ten years of operetion f,rm August 1906 bad. Íacreeseel.

lte sbarehoLdere fræ I0O to l8rL63, a patd, up capital of $LrOOO to

$rroT3rooo anê a yearly profxt of $?go to S5?9rooo.55 The wictespread.

Lg2

to¡ry, aprtr 7, L9Ð-, rN T3.
|5l r de, Deceniber 6, L)L6¡ p. 6.
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beneficLaL legisletion for agriculürre paesecl by the lilberaL admial.stratÍon

¡¡as not forgotten by na,qr. flhe tvo tradtttonal politlcal parfies etlJ.l

naintalneeL a strong - tbor€h nrcb neaker - holô. One exarple of the

Iatter ocen¡rretil fn Norfolk constitueney tn the ea.se of Ja¡ree Botrsflelclrnho

väs lnstrrrnentaJ- ln ca,LHJ¡g a cowention for an Indepenclent cand,tdate

andt draftin6 hie pJ.atf,orru. Notnfthstancling ùhese aetivltles, Bor,sf,ielcl

cane out strongJy for the Goneranent shortly before eleetlon rilay.

Another eerlous dleterrent to tbe l,trar,ritobE Grain Gronersr Aesociatfon,

which had. cbangect fte Label to the th,tte<[ trU¡mers of, l¡anltoba or II.F.M.¡

was its positf.on as a alnorÍty grolp aeong prorrlnclal fa¡mere. By the

end. of, L9L9t ite neuibershlp oo\y equallerl the peak year of 1910 ï'1th

TrlfÐ out of sone llrooo l&,rrltoba fu,*urr.56 A vigorous eaupaLgn ancl

eeverraL contew¡rora,rry incÍitents clotrblecl the U.F.II{. nrubers ln t¡ro f,ê&r6r

But the tiee of naa¡¡ of these new nembere Ìrere Loose onee alxë vÍth'ln

a year, enrol¡uent had, droppecl tg orrer LLTOOO in total-.

A larger number of provincfal fa,rners, however, becaue nore

cl,lsposecl to pol.ltical. actLon. Tlhê In¿ioa Govermeat he<L antg6outzeeL

:r¡ra.l oplntron oa severaL issues, partlcular3y on the guestfon of con-

serlptlon ancl its effect on fa¡m lsbq¡r. fÍithin lihnítoba, the lr¡sb

ecosoaLc clays of the pre-var perfocl vere fgrgotten. .&Ithougþi.cr9p

acreage had. increasecl, harrreets, ha"Eereð by noxiow weeds, grasshoppers,

rats, lwer soil ferbillty, vere deereasl¡g in toÈ41. In 1913 the locaL

vheaÉ ero¡r totalled. 62rT55rh55 tueUeLs ancl tb¿t of oate, BLrtûOrI?|.
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Ít¡e 1920 ha,rrest onJy brought ia 37r5]+2rOOO ane 5T16r?1000 bushels res-

pectlvely.ST

Afber a s¡reeeh by ÞenLer T.O. Î{orrls aclvisJ.ng I'lanitoba fa,¡mers

to eee& Fecteral but not ÞovincÍa1 politics, a notion wae ¡msseit at

the I92O U¡¡itecl Fa¡merer of lhnitsba conventlon that the aesoaJ.atisn

ltself noulcL 
"st 

rqpllcate itself 1n the provincLal electloa. the

¡natter r¡as Lefb to tbe locals to d.ecldlre¡ ed 1f a naJority decJarecl for

poJ-tttca.l actlon, tbea the Barent organizatl.on ltEelf worlcl ua&e plans

f,or enterrng ttre aent prorLnctal contest. Before electlon dla¡r, sone

trrenüy-slx famer anct lndepeadent canctidates ba,iL enterecl the Liste¡'8

others jolaed. rftb the Dølal.on l¿þqrr Pa,rÉy. U.F.M. secretartrr¡ IliR.

Woocl, lras crlticlzect Ln søe ferm cirelee for ellegect hosÈility to fa.mer

poIlt1ce. Wootl bad Trlttea a¡r open letter tha,n ca¡rtloneð na,qr fartere

to look out for tbe pollttcal. a,Aventurers nho were atter¡rting to ta&e

sver the fa¡¡roersr msveüent for thelr orm urd.".59 Els s,alvice wag ignoreGl.

PtrbLic apat\y 1n tbe eJ.eetisns ras :nesnarkable 
"e¡¡s16s¡ing 

the

Broftr,sion of caniliil¿tes aodl ¡xartiescûfereel for Íts iaspection.& By

electlon cla¡r on lrtne Q, there rrere 25 two-sldefl contests, tbirteen

wlth three, one of fotu, trro wltb ffve. Canclldts,tes represeuteô Gqvern-

ment, Consewatlve, Socfal5.st, Lsr¡rler T,iberal.s, So1cller anct Sall.or

Labour, Socia^l Deuoerats, Soklier Indepenclents, Solctier Gorrerroent,

Priater, 19ã), EFrI trui:ç: ffi#'eg 
of, Aerisunure (wtnntpes'

grgssive

¿ñl ã-Eã ããEiFti.rtution, the au¡iber of seats was ra,fsed f,r@ l+9

to 55. llinni.¡ng reeeiverËl four nore seats; 1n tbe northeno seats, Grandl

Rapicls q¡rdl Chr¡rchLll nere co¡ibÍued, Ínto Rr¡n¡tE Lancl.

, -_¿.-t, 5s: -. .--
58[ t.A" wóóa, lb,rmener-]fxreuento, p. 3l+2; tf.L.]4crton¡
e ¡aruv i-n Canaõ, rr. 9ô.
5g7@ffiErãftl, w zt

Iftngts

the Pro-
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Fa,raersr rnclepenclents, un:itecl. Faruers of l4anitoba, Liguor ref,orn, and.

e\ren a eand-icùate from lfin¡lipeg as Isaå.c Brock Commlty CIub.61 Wlnnipeg

hacl over forty cancliclates nrnning for ten seats to be cl¡eclded. on tbe

prlnclple of proporbional representatLon¡

Íbe Llberal gorremneat nas beLLevect by ma.nt¡ to be in an in:
rnrl-nerabLe position. ïo five yearE of office, the large proportion of its
lplll platfoiø h¿cl been put tnto effect¡ 1lre party had. strlven to bend.

ltsel:F to the political currents of the da¡r. Party Leaders hacl frequentJy

pointecl. out that the gwerunent vaE nonpar*1san, representing the

¡riIL of the people. @e refLectlon of, thls statement ls the cl,eilsion

of the gorerrnaent to re¡naia 1n ofrlce for its firll flve year teru

andl not ee]I a snap eJ.ection. fbe br¡lk of the provinctal- LiberaL

orgarizatfon stlLL stressecl the prcrvfncial cbaracter of the party.

fhe 1917 fettera"l electlon haril caused, sone d.lsunlon 1n locat ranks, rrith

the najorlty of the party becontng Libera-L thionfsts. Laurier Libera]-s

ïere a.lso active, gel11ag a eeparate convention to the regular one

ln late 1918, Ttro otber serlous portents for l-iberal success ¡rere the

spllt ln an earlt 1920 LlberaL neetlag whea a group r¡aLkect orrt a,fber

erçressing lts cllsappror¡al. wlth the gorrerruentrs l¿bsur etand.r62 a¡ocL the

strong shorlng of E. ï.evinson ln a 1918 by-e3.ectÍon, wbo von suppor.t

fron a colLection of, antt-ltorrio groups. Not¡rithstandtlng theae dark

cloucls, the Govemnent entered. the election ¡rith a ¡reIL rra¡rra¡tecl con-

fldtenee 1n success. Polnttng to thelr reeorcl. with the slogan of ttDeeds

6t *r'-.¿t¿vgvt

62l Te_leg¡au, June 28, L9?f,
Jtrne 28, 1p20, p. l.

pr 1.
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Better ÍIlhan promigesr rr the party as well pronised. to qrtenð existrng
Le6lslatfoa plu,s reorganlzl.ng the Pronfu¡cial pollce Force, establlehJng
a PtùLic savingst systen a¡¡it e¡ifenting the develo¡nent of nortbern
I'lanltoba and. tts nat'ure-l resou:rcee. Sthe gorrernnent ae$spaper predlictecl.

ce¡tain vietory Ín 3A seatsr

Ehe coasernative ¡nrty atteøptecl to revive a grsup shattered.

by the 1915 debaele, anGL r:rndotrbtedly stfLl etrfferfng fron lts legacy.
Ílheir organizatlonaJ. rvork comencedl at an early clate in r9L9, rhen a
reBresentative group of the pa,rty met. tlre bro key points of tbe parüy
then þeca¡ne evicrent. The uain appear of the parby was that ft was pro-
gressive. The group ns¡r beca,ue the Liberal--consenratlve perty. îhe
election pretform, coupleterl fn aBrir of, the foJrorlag ye&r, assurecl

the elect'orate that thts party stooiL cwittedl to the preeervatÍon of
acteguate f:n8llsh instructlon in the elenentar¡r schools, that any ehange

in teu¡reranee regulø,tj-one would. only be the refi¡lt of, rthe ¡rirl of the
peoprer rt to promote agrÍculture anril srdro-e].ectrfo dcvelopnent, t@ see

tbat soren galoecl fìrrl equarÍty w.Íth aen, aad, the creatlon of a
labour portf,orlo ú the cabiaet.63 A cr.irect a¡pear ¡ras nacre to tbe
urbaa norkers 6f fffnnr.peg a,ad. tbe prorinelaL fa¡mers, Llttle fi¡ccess
c¡ate of, tbe fomer appeel, although tbree ca,acllclates vere noniaatecl

ç1th allegecl raborrr background.s - aII ftnfshed croee to the botton of
6I+

tbe porJ-s. The pa,rty uet ¡rith ii søevhet more Fucceoe in thelr other

13¡q, Jtrne 2B, L9Ð, p. 1. see Appeaclix E.ô4l Re$rlts¡ J. r\¡rnbrrlr - Wi-M. Èrcrnaee r plg; J. ${ctrÞ,tin -189. Barifa,uenta¡ry elicte, Lgaz, p.-lnig.- '.---v¡
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appeaL. ßather thsÃ n+'dag a eÍty Jauyer or busl.ueoseÊn ae reader, a

fa'rmer, n.G. ItLLLÍe, nas chosen. In nfct-Feþnrery of It2O he anaounceel

thaË hfs pa¡ty vort.lð snpport aay fa,rners nonlna,tedl¡

:. . . pl'ovLdcê tÞêt farner was þroad, enotrgb anð nae out for
the gooËl of, the ¡eopLe. A fa¡mersr goverunent might be a.1l
rlgþt ó . . 1f its pLatfotø wae for t@ good of tbe ¡rhoLe people

¡¡ a¡d. úot;snackfrâg of class legislatlon.lí5

llhese vere no tt[Le norcLs, as aE, qr¡alysfs of electoral conteetE sho¡rs tb¿t

the lnstances of a Coaee¡:r¡atlve o¡lposin€ a fa"mer candlLctate rras far J.ess

e@on tbån that of a govemnent eand.Ûilate oppos.lng 
" f",r-"t.66

the ConsenratLves aleo dnelt J.ong oa the recordl of tbe Llberats

Ín office. Pa¡Sier¡l¡r attentlon vas ¡nieL to the govermentts finailcfaL

actlvitlese llbe Consenratlves pronigedL to work for reci¡rcedl €{pênsê6r

the pa^rty leacler Etatecl:

A great na,ry peoBle are clisgrunu.ecl ancL dllEaatisfiecl beeause
of, the exceselve taxation a,nd taeffleient governnent which bas
follot¡oÉl the e].ectioa of the Norrfe regfne. e . . we are gotng
to vsrk f,or the beet fnterests of, the provinee i-a the ËlLrectÍoa of,
loner anÕ ¡ore equftable tarcee ancl eonEtrective aelnlnfstrattonrfíT

It vaE poiatedl. ont tbat a Conservative gorrernment couLcl 6are a ntuLm¡n of

Í? gseggg, Febnra,rqy L3, rgæ, p. rJ.
6É.lÏFffi I? Consenratíves eóntesttng neral seate Ín onJ¡r two

cases clfd, a CsaserraÈive neet an laclepenclent or fa^rmer fn a tlro-na¡r
f,ight, nhlLe in onþ 3 nore Lnsta,nees, êlcl tbe tvo ancl another third.
ca.acllcl¿te neet. fhe l"fberaL average uas mreh J:rger, ï'ith 16 of 3?
n¡raJ" eanrlfcl¡rtes of, that ¡tarty ln straigbt flgbts with tnctependeate
ancl fa¡sers and. eíx more in three-corsered, eonteste. llbls breakclown

1q9 proctucecl by the e¿thor frø tbe ParLianentanr 6¡itile, L)8, gp.
456-r+57.

_ ø! !5s4g, Noveuber 7 t L9L9 t p. r. also, lrbnttoba: ReBort of,
tùe 8oyal, Corolesloa on tþ Worþ¡er¡ Qomeaeatioa Àct, 1918, B.-5.=EiE
Fõry-h,unõ-æF5-t õõffis 6pe¡f@ ol*á õar,ooo
cou].tl. h¿ve ðone.
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of S2rOOOr0@ a year by euptoytng zueh econontes a6 few by gorrernnent
.68

comissions and. cutttng the arnbers 1n the elvLL servlce. Íbe party

also pleclgeril ltee1;f üTo u¿intain uaLu¡ralrecl the Brinciple of, Brfttsh

0onstltutlonal gsve;@ent, tt once agaia by cuttfng ôøw¡ß the n¡riber of

comtgeloas¡ to rene(y the'ab¡æes ln adulofstrating the ùhn:itoba

Teqreranee Act; to eonstruct new l,firiverslty bullcliugs; tô see to the

coaetnrctlon of the frrdlson Bay ßaitvayi anè to eecure firJ.l controL of

lrla¡ltobaI s natr¡ra-L resourceg.

Notrrtthotaodlng the faet that they LackedL leaders, organizatlon,

platfotn ancL any cohereut vLew on afias, a ¡nr¡dber of fa,rner aod. lnrilepen-

dtenÈ cantllclatee enteredl. the prørlnclal electton. [I¡e ffret one dldl

not euter untfL the thtrd. rreek of ltþ¡r. lflbose tb¿t ran r¡ncler the

fa,laers t LabeJ. i¡c}¡decl nø,qy legitl¡ate belLerrers of the progreesfve

spfrit as veLL as poilltlea1 adventr¡rers prosttttrting the fa,rærsl

LabeJ- for tþelr omr end,s. fa RobLia eoastLtr¡ency, t,R.

Ïracl the actlve strpport of Llberal workers andl open\y Etatedl that be

sor¡-Lc[ vote for the Gor¡emnenÈ 1f e].ecteÖ. Joseph HaüeJ.ln, nho bad, n¡n

ae a stralgÞt eonse¡rratlve fn I91h and 1915, now ra¡l aB alc. indepeadtrent

f,amer canclÍcl¡ate in Sü. RoEe. llhree other Coasefi¡atives nsr uetng the

independtent ba¡ner $ere B.J. hJ.glteh fn Gllbert P1e,1nÊ, êx-M,PrPr

l{lllian Fergusoa 1n Haaiota, aod. Josepb BernLer, forær prsvlacial

seereta,rXr 1n the Boblin Cabluet, ln Satnt Sosi.faee" - ûbhe¡s'r¡ho ran

as Consen¡atives streesecl that they rrcre Indepeadüeat Coneerrativee,

6 *" Fa,merst BeLegram anGt Fanily ldagaziae, þrtl. i¿Bt Lgæt p. L.
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gøpbaeizlng thelr oppoeltion of T.G. Norris. lÍhis fnsrrgeat splrLt vas

øtrong rrtthin tbe Libe¡al pa,rt¡rr firo eanrLlcl¿tee, for enarple, Dn. E.R.

Bissett in SprÍngfÍelcl ancl E.A. lfcPhereon in Portage l¿ kairfe, iJr-

ttfcatecl that thcy vere lnctepenclent ancl cou.td srçpor.b the C,svernuent

oaly lf they eav f,lt. fhe inctepenelent tag rnas a va}¡abLe oae in 1940.

Jobn lftllÍams, tne stttiag Llbera,L r¡enber f,or Artbr¡r, packecL a U.F.!IL

nælnatlrrg gathering rrtth hls ona follor¡ers to gaia fa,:mer e¡rdorsatlon.

At a le,ter more representatlve gp,theriag¡ D,t. Ir&LeocL beeane the

nonlnee afber WllJ.lans haê beeo re¡nrðlated,.@

f'here rras little thst rrEs rad.lcal ln the pJ.atforms of those

fa.rters who sere nml¡a'becl.. I&,Er l¿ckeriL a clearJ¡r clcf,lnerit goal-. A

f,reEneat poiat n¿s tbe ueedl. for ecgâory fn gorerranenÈ f,lnaneee¡ s.

Fleteber, the eanil,iclate for Ki.Jlarney, ran to chorr hle opposLtlon to

the feclcraL gtrerrrentte attitudtre on zuch EneetLons ae tbe tariff,
rallra¡rs, et cetera. On tbe proninclaL Ecene, horerer, ttge baA nothi¡{g

partictrlar agarnet the Norrle Gsvern¡¡ent andl rorrlcl. 
"uppo"t 

theu if 1¡r

hfs Jufuenent tbe læeÉ.elatÍon sas 1a the beet interest of the corrntry

as a wbolu. "7o Ebfs follotred. tbe poJ.lcy of sone fa,rærs rbo hopedL to

be tncle¡endents, but not obstru.ctl.enists, by snrpportiag gooel. legislatfon

f,rø whatever sotlrce lt cprg.agr Sone oppo¡ecl tbe Norris @veæånt

because it nee ¡ra,:rt of, the fedþraL polftica3. mehinery, ancl to cleetroy

the fecùeral, pa,r*fes, the provineial group hsd' to be ki3.leeL off at

P. 3.

@ *. IÞ¡øerst ltelegran ancr FanLly E€gg!3g, April 28, Lgæ, p.r,
zo @ fffig.l Jtrne L7, Lgæ,
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the rooter

I¿bour gotrpF enterecl the largest awiber of eanrlicLntes they were

ever to sBonsor ta a lb¡uLtoba provfncfal contest. RecoB¡rized. l¿bour

nonLaees vere backecl þr seneral polttlcal grou¡ls. flbe J.ergeat r¡ae the

Døinlon Labour Pa,rty ¡¡blch bad. repreeentatlves nrnnlng at severaL

BrovincÍ.ar points, lphe platform set strt by thie gorlp lrag a coqpre-

heneive one lnclucllng tbe need. for Dl¡rect l"egleJatlon, a ueaet¡re of
single fbx, tbe eetajbLlsbneot of state banks, ancl an e:rbenElon of
Ùbthersi .&11*oo".?I F.J. DLxon, nho rras electeriL Leader sf thls group

Ln the próvluelal. House at a fi¡ture dlate, gave nsnJr epeecbes in the

province on the va"lue of a faraer-labour arriance.Ta

Ten labour ca¡clicl¿tes nere enilorsedl ln Tllnnlpeg, for each fro¡l
the Doninloa r¿bour Fa,rty ancl, soclartst parby of canadLa,¡ s¡rô one frø
the Ex-SoLdlierst and. Bx-Saflorst'Is.bour Party ancl one f,ron the Soelal

Deuoeratie Farty. fn eeven oÈher geats fn l-fanltsba lrere Dæinlon l¿bærr,

Farty cand.ldateÊ Ìrtth jotat labour ancL fa,mer backlng. [Trere vere

fnctleations of labor¡r support in a nnnber of other seate aE weJ.I. In
one, the DæLaion rB,bür Farty cancl.Lclå,te hacl uot n¡n because of än

error rrau r" his nonfnation paper";?3 ro another, a local lEþor¡r man

haè been nomina'becl, but etooit asicle, on the conteatlon that as the 
,

cl.lstrlct was preclominate3y fa,rmer, it shoulil. bave a fs¡mer o*fo"u.Th

Ê S"" Appenclix I.
T2/, For e:caupJ.e, Snan Rlver Star, Jrrne 2J, L9Ð, p. l+.

J3/ erygôvien expofãtiffi'e-ãç ::9æ: p:'h.- e.nl aerry uaslater electecl r¡¡der the U.F¡ld. LabeJ. In L!p2.
Tl+/ rßP., Jwre p, L9Ð, rN 1oL' lfhis llae GLenwooct constituency.
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Althotrgb tbe Soctaliet Party of Cana,il¿ stllJ believecl that perlfaments

andt polltfcs nere onJ¡r transltory p+rlitlvee as rong as eapltal ex-

ploitetl labotrr, it entered thÊ contest on the basis that the eleetÍoa

l¡ae another means for l¿bor¡r to euanelpate tbenselves through thetr

owr, organlzatlon,

lhe labour goup stlLl hað uary probrems. sone of the fa¡mer-

Labor¡r candlcl¿tes ôtdl not stress the labo¡r ¡u^zt of their backlng;

one, 1ad,eed., A.E. ICrietJansson, electert as a r.abour eandtlcla,te in st.

George, sooa anaor.¡ncect that he uas an outrigbt Jndtependent. @orge

Þa}aer, a tra,rite trnion neor slthotr& he recelveel the r¡¡anf.notrs zup¡rort

òr a:l u.F.M. loeaLs fn tbe Dauphtn elistrtct, nas onJy to recefve a

nargin of vÍctory f,rm tbe tona of, Dauphln, tbus suggestirg that fa.mer

opfnlon tras not as sollcgr behlndl hLm as inctleatecl. The cJ.eavage

betveen tbe Socfa-list Party of Canad¿ anel the moderatee contLnued,.

fhe Ïfestern reþou¡ Esg, lbadee ancl r¿bor¡r cor¡nciL week\r, vtrtrralþ
lgnoredL soclaltst candlcletee, SargeJy beeause of their o¡B.u. tles.

A certala elegfee of lãbo¡r support, $as translto4y, sprtngl.ng fræ
the tltnnipeg etri^ker .Iohu Q¡reen, lu a¡r eLectf.oa aclvertlseneat, basecl

hfe ïhole qppea,l on the effect of the strlke arrests oa clv1l Libertles.

r.abour activity at thts tíae, ehor¡lcL be renenbereril as ¡nrt of tbat

eoatfnual efortb frm lpIO.

lfhere vere a nnnber of, otber groupo representedt ln the electlon.

A nr¡mber of refur¡raecl veterans becl eonteupl¿,tecl entering potl.tlcs on

the prlnclple that the veterans ¡rouLcl beneflt the eot¡ntty ln draring

sr¡port from al l cl¿sses to fo¡n an lnclrependent party. Otr * ç¡lnnrFeg
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neeting ¡rlth several thousanêL ln attenclanee, a Retrrrnetl Veteranst Farty

lra6 organÍzerl. Captafre J. T{1Lt'on, f,ormer Llbera-l neuiber of the Hortse,

non aJo tncle¡nndent, vas the grouprs achrfser. A broacl progra¡ù featr¡rlng

mary soclal reforms ças cl¡afbecl., lac1urillng, the neecl for a¡¡ exce8s

profite tax, a gra,clnated. rea1 facæe ta¡c and. alcl to tbe re-estabLieh-

ment of o"tut*".?5 Iæo tfardle, preelclcat of tbe trhnitoba cmaael of,

the G¡eat Sar Veteransf AEEocl.ation, nas ¡min¿tedt to conteet a lfinn:ipeg

8eat. D!¡. TI. Þþrden sougbt election xn wtnntpeg, atteqrting to

ca¡rltalize on the grordng eenti¡nent for a reJ¡x¿tLo¡l fn tbe llquor lasEn

Ee sotrgbt J.egisJ.atlon for the eale of beer anð ltgbt o1""".76 An

tn¿tott"o of, the rapldl gforrbh of cmlnity cl¡rbs tn ühnltoba eane witb

tbe nonination of, S.B' Fisher frm Isaac Broek Commfty CÏ¡b.lf

RerrerencL F.C. ¡¡ld¡LLeton organf. zer of Er¡ch cLubs ln lhnitoba had. pre-

vloursly saÍcl that ttbe cm¡nity clu,b riLL prwe tbe ¡neclir¡n tbrough

whlcb tbe great øåüe-cl¿sc iE "tg*f.ruð.'í8 
RactaJ- a,nti¡ntby stlLl

sooldlerect, and. 1n &erson conEtltueoe¡r, D. Ïa&Lnlecbak, a law stucþnt

a,nel noa-resirilent of the clistrict, r¡as to streep to vLctorly wltb an

79
eLnoet soLld, Ukrainian vote over two AngLo-Ssxon opBonents.'- A u¡¡iþer

?5 *tt,*, Norreuiber 8, L9t9r pp: t-2;-Iþidt., Norreuiber 10, L9L9t
p. 5i a1-eol6* !Þrcrrrrr, Janrrnrxr 1:5, L9æt p. 1.

z6l ¡mffiÐffi' h 113.
7il ffi. Flsher lia6 a fOmer conser¡rative paaúy orgairizer.
ið7 *fb,*.,, Aprft 6, 3;g1;g, p. 9. Isap,e Broek, f,or ena4Èe, werrt

f"nto the coa]. busÍoêegr
7g,/ Energon Jor¡¡cnaL, Jrrne 2f, 1:9Ú, p: Ii &|È., JEJï 2t-L9æ,

Br 1. ó": yffi receive one vote ia.dñe of 26 poJ.le,
-presung,bly nhere AngJ.o-Saxoas votêdl. In an ljkrafata,n one, bonever, he

iecetvecl. i89 votes to onl¡' eigbb of, botå of, bls oppooents.
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of Sastern and. Centra'll Elropean exÈr"action raJû on a n¡rmber of issues, a

strong one befng tbat of the Governnentts curtailing bitingrrâI schools.

lEhree Ieurler tiberals - If.T. Carey, D.S. I¡ron¡ J.F. Gielason - xaÊ orr a

platforru of rehabilitattng protrincial- fl.nances. Tl¡ere vere il+l+ eandfclates

contestÍng !2 seats - three vent by accleuation. Notrritbstancling all
these 1s6ues, tfle efeeiloa on Jrrne 2!th was a quiet one. The newspaperÊ

carríecl fen erectlon advertlsenents.& rhere ïas a,n al¡ost couplete

aþsence of name salHng by eand,lclates. A grassho¡per plague fn southera

Ìhnitoba dllverbecl the attentlon of sorne far.ners frø poritics. ûre

lnefclent is of interest in the ca¡rE¡aign; prenfer T.C. I{orrLs beca,ne

the flrst party Leacler to use aa aerop3.ane fn a !Þnitoba election. The

confi¡sion of pa,rÉy lÍaes, the use of proporttoaa.L represenùation Ín

wlnalpeg, the large nrrsbere - rrØÊn ancl those of foreign e:rtractf.on -

erlglble to vote for the flrst tJ.me, all conblned. to render a¡g¡ pre-

cLletions on tbe resqlts d.ifflcult.

fll¡e Liberal gorernrnent, Ëlespite lts fine recorð, fail"ect to nin

a crear najorÍty fn the Leg:ieLature.Sr ïlfth twent¡r-one seats of )), ft
stlIl remalnecl the J.argest group. .fhe sho¡¡"lng of ].abour wes a emplete

zuzprtse to ¡nost. rpþour gaiaedl eleven seats 1n the prorince. The

Consenrative parby increased its representation to seven, vhile forrer

& n 
"otnarfson 

of aclvertising in the d¿il.y nevspapers rereals a
decidecL coatrast between those of 191h ancl J.p20. tt¡e Cor.ã::nrnent tn - I9AO
carrled. tbe prepondleratíng number of ad,s, the Conse¡¡ratives [onêr Su¡rey
by .Author.

- -8L/ Resrrlts. Llberals - 511659 or 3|.,,Bglo; Consenratlves - Z\ 2LO
or L6r85S; Farmer - 22rT32 or LJ.B\$; Inctepend.enl - Jf rL63 or L}.55loi
IqÞq* - pr@ or NrlJ/o. Totoal vote - il+3r61+O. nailiamenta¡rrr dirioe,
L922.
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Conservatives r¡ere electedl uncler other ]¿bels. A grotrp of fa,mere end

forrr inclepenclents conprfseè the balanae of the legioJ-ature. llhê totaL

vote ¡¡as Lolrer than fn 19It+, a.lthsugþ the ênfrancblse,rent of r¡cn¡en

ancl. a natu¡aL increase in po¡uJ.ation barl Íncreasecl the m¡dbers eJ.f.glble

to vote.

Ílhe coqrosltlon of, the Eouse ¡¡as interesting ia severa.l- respects,

tUe aøfaatirg one betng lts cø¡Èev,itü. In tbe spirtt that ¡nrlia¡nent

shouJ.cl represent as na,qr shad.es of ptrbHc opinton as poesible, nore

regarclerl the ldanitoba Horsers neribership as reflectf ng an wolutlona,4¡

progressive principS.e. Í1.D. BayJ.ey vaE tbe flrst actÍve sehool teacher

electedt to the prwlncial legisJa,turei !Þs. E. Rogero liaÉ the f,frst

vomfll M.tr.A. ltbe l¡,bourr group hacL tlÍLlian Ivens ancl A.E. fuÍth r¡bo

had. been ûbthoctlst ntaistersi entt four l¡þotrr nenbers rrere still in

Ja1l as a resrr.lt of their actfvlties tih¡ring tbe 1919 I{lnntpeg strike.

fhe rellgLous complexlon of the f,egieJ.ature r¡as alterect lrith the

hearry preponilerance of Þesþ¡terÍans yieldlng to a nore representative

croaÊ seetion of lrhnitoba. Í[!be nr¡sdber of represenÈativeE of n¡¡a]. con-

etlü¡,encLes were nore actlvely eugaged. in fa,¡ming than thoee ln pre-

vlotis Hottses. trlm the {,rl,nigrants ca¡ne D. Takfntschak, a Ukraf.nfan,

ancl N.l Hryhorczuk, * e*fiu.i*.

C. Conclusion

Despite the appareat tranguiltff of prorlucial. pollticE èt¡rf"ng

the 19L5 to 1p20 perlodl, the lpÐ eLection revealecl a gtreat change in

the sta¡ding aaat ra&e-uP of tbe prwineial partl.es. FrenLer T.C'
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Norlst LlberaLs noÈ onJy had fr¡rbheredl, adnlnistrative reforns, but aloo

haliL entered. netr fielcl,s of goverment activlty. No,tn'itbstanêfag this

ftne legislatlve reeorcl, the Llbe¡a].s J.ingerecl on as ntnorlty go,reno-

ment for tço rnore years before cÌefeat. The Conee:¡ratives had. na¿e

eone gains from the rilebacle of Lpt!, but stfIl sere fe¡r ia u¡¡iber.

Ic,bour achier¡ed. lts greatest Buccese at the polls. f'he clLeorganlzecl

entry of fa¡mere into politLcs heù brought then an astonishlng urnber

of represenúatives.

fhough the fa¡mers ancl urban ].abourers had. beea eta¡nch

aclr¡ocEtes of tbe reform monernent, that ðid. not neceEsarlþ rnean that

the refo¡m epirit ça;E clontna¡rt la L&nitoba. Dlstrarst ancl hatredl. pre-

ventedl co-operation. Àeoy of the refom groups had fallen siace the

polittcáI vlctory of, 1915. No longer was the:re th¿t boncl of, unity

that ttetl. the dfverse refort g'roqp6 together to effect a vÍatory at

the polls,

flre spl.rlt of refo¡m that bad. built up to sueh an lntensity during

the ha.lf-dlecadl.e prf.or to the Great Wqr bad. aon Eubeicledl.
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coucl,r¡sIoN

ffhe cleea.dle foltorlng the prorincla-l electl.on of pl0 nae one of

politlcal agitation in }dsaitoba. DurXng that perioéL, lboltciba 8!$*

perlenceè forrr provlaefal electionE anct tr¡o fetleral orêßo The many

ehocks to thc ¡rolitieal strueture of the prorlace during tbo¡e conteete

proforradly altereit the eÌaracter of its politfcs.

In lpl0, the Csneerrative parby undcr Reclmond. Palen Roblts hadl

been re-eLected. for the tblrel tLuc. By being acute opportuniotr, this

par'ûy ha.cl. capturecl a strong meacure of øtrpport. lhe gonermncnt hacl

non the favor¡r of prwlneial faroere by sr¿ch neasures as the acguieftion

of telephonee and. graln elevators. llbat par"ty ga:inedl aetcl,ltiona.L cup-

port f,ron Roaan C¿thoLice aail. Orangeneao In contrast, tbe provlncÍa1

Liberals labo¡recl uncler the otraln of being aesocfateè ffitth aû ün-

popuS.ar fedleral gwement anð interns,t vea.knesses ¡rlthLn 1ts otm ranks¡

Beform splrlt rras of a minorr yet groring, f.u¡lortance. flre tracl,¡e

unÍons hatt experieaeeù Littte Euccess at tbe polla; the graln growers

uere reltrctant to enter cl.J.rect politJ.cal actlon¡ anct the other group6,

$lch as teu¡rerance, $ere clÍaorganizetl. ancL ineffeetu¿l.

$lthln four years, the Gorrement hacl becone increaslngþ un-

popr:rJ,a.r among Anglo-salcoa gr@tp6r Thig l¿ck of appeal wae due to tvo

nain cirerrmstancesr Ffrst, tbe rlse of those groupõ - the sociaL gospel,

rfotnÍrn suffrage, teqlerar,rce, single taxers, ùlrect J-egislatlon - tbat

h¿dL narehålLedl a 3.arge nr¡mber of lnclependtent votere agaÍart thc govern-

äcnt. In their oppositfou, they Jofneil nlth the LiberaL parby. Ir&nltoba

fa,rmers, largeþ retaísed. traditlon¿I poÏi.tleal tiee, thorrgb a number
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shifüecl fron the Conse¡¡ratlve to tbe LiberaL pa,:ty. llhe urbaa ¡¡orkers

about lllnnipeg becane more poJ.ltica,lJy conscious, but their large-scale

entrance into po}ltlcs ereatecL tlrree-eor:nereð contests 1a l91ll that

enablect Conserrretive candtclates to vln by ninorlty votes. A second con-

tributlon to the gover.nneatrs rropopularity T lts poor recorcl since

1910. Its tno najor ventures into, ¡nrbLic ownershlp had failed andl the

Ora,ngenen had. been 'antagonizecl over the question of schools.

Despíte these bl¡,ck-marks the Conserrative goverrunent ¡nans€,eè

to be rá-electeô tn L91l+. A strong B""ty organlzatfon cltd. ut¡ch to brÍng

out the Tory vote. The aduinlstration had not rnarkeeL tf.ne 1n the

3.egfs3-a,ture ancl stlli corlct cLaLn a certain measure of po¡uJarfty.

In view of the ovenrl¡ebnrng opposition to the Gst¡ernnent shorn

by prwineial newspapers and. resolrrtfons from Protesta.r¡t churches,

the ex¡rl-anatfon of the 0onsenratlvest return to offfce 1n IpIh ca¡not

be e:çlainecl sj.utr¡Ly by lts party machlne. Pertraps, tbe answer lles

witbln tbe refom movenent ltEelf. Temperancer a8 has been meationecL,

attainecl a snall clegree of Euccess elesplte the support sho'¡ma for ba¡stsb

tbe bar by practicalJy every relÍglols bocly in tbe prorrLnce. !üona,nts

strffrage 1¡ouLô not be popular among nen vho beLievéel'in a na].e-clominatedl

boqsehold. Hhlle other western eitles, sl¡,ch as Vanconrer, establfshecl the

principle of slngle tax, 1n l&nftoba, there uas litt1e cloae Lo that

clirectlon' flhe spirlt of sociaL gos¡rel heJ'ct sra¡r aJnong a certain sectlon

of, the kotestant population. Í'he anti-repubLiean arguments a'gainst

Dlreet Legtstatton lrouLcl be sure to tu¡rr nan{, rrith strong ties to the

0Iê Co¡ntr5r, alraðr fron that prQposafu Another weaftness of the refort
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grotrpe wcre theLr close as¡oelatlon to the Lfberal ¡nrty. Xbe tradc

r¡¡fons çithtl¡cw thelr a,ffillatton to Eeverral. becange of, thla rel¿tlon-

ehfpr In a day of, lnten¡e ¡rolftica"L þLtte¡neso, a nrmber of Conser-

vatlves vsuLdt be reluetant to leave thetr pea"ty to sup¡nrt grotrpe led

by Gnlts.

Er¡ente of tbe 1915 ts 1920 er^a bear out the ebal-lotrness of refotm

sptrtt in }lanltoba. Ae quickl¡r ae tbe ref,otm nsvetent had. nor¡¡rtedt

tn etreagth, f.t eubelclecl. Bf, I92Or there rra¡ Little of the enthrslam

of 19ll+. Fear, hatrecl ancl blttenâese prenentetl. aay effective co-

opcratlonr. tr4a4r of, tbe refora groupø hacl eubstcleè. flre na,atle f,o¡

contlnring the refomc i-ntroduaeril by the Llberra"] party durlng the 19L5

to l92O ].egiel,atXve àeoEÍons ra,6 Iefü to the L¿bolr anGl Fa,røerst groups.

Afber aIL the reeohltions for iolnt actLoa bet¡rees the tnvo, little

rirae accøplÍshecl. A nwiber of luclctente clurfng the Great War placeril

the urban workers fn an unf,avo¡rab1e }lgbt. Ary leadersÌ'fF along

reform lfnee ças lefb to tbe lrhnttoba fa¡mers who J.ookeriL to independent

actJ.on. 'ltlbfe group had llttle to offer. Vllth no cLear goal fn slght,

an anaztng nrmber of eleetecl fa,¡rnersf ludlepea{Þate çere forcer Coaser-

vativeer I{hen the Ihited, Fa¡¡pret of }&nitoba attalneÔ office ln Li*t

this Consen¡at1ve lnfluence voulcl work agalnet refors 6ü,Gc€Ë6.

Íhe ref,om groups that came to power in 191-5 n'ith the tlberaL

party cl.id so by a very fortunate set of, elreunstan@esr ths,t btd

coincLclcdl dlqrf rlg a clssc ¡xrrloct. lbey vere a general refom seutl¡c¡¡t

ttrat ewept the weet; tbe reû¡sal by the Coneeryatlves to grant con-

ceeelona in vonsnte auffrage, terr¡rcrance, norkable labour LeglsJ-a,t1on,
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et cetera.¡ tbe faflures of the gwencueutre atteupts at ¡ubJ.lc ow¡aer-

"shlp ln l4anttoba; ancl the eostrorrersy over tbe place of the European

i.mlgrant, parbicularJy on tbe schooL guestlon, çhfch weakeneÉl tlre

aélninlstratlonfs Røan CathoLfc - Orange allLance. I,lanftobans hacl

toleratecl the booc[Ling by the Consen¡atives for na,qr [êãr8r Deeplte

the thrrnclerings by the fnèependeat anct Liberal preos on the corrruption

fn the l4acdonalct try-electlon, the Consel¡ratlve nmiaee ha,cL l¡-ts eleatlon

volcledL for rrrong-doing a¡rct then r¡as re-electedl. by an J.nereasecl, najority.

'llhe Gor¡e¡:auent, however, outcll.d. ttEelf, rrlth the scandral wer tbe

ParLlanent Brrflùtnge. Bhu6, the gorrenment defeatecl ltse]-f, rather

than betng defee,tecl. by ref,orø Eentlnentr

The faet th¿t the reform noveuent 1n lib,altoba dlcl not acbiere

a laet{ng potltica]. srlccesÉ ancl so gnlek\y etisa¡pearecf cloeÊ not neEn

that it Ìras not of, great f.u¡rortance to lthnltoba. Itbtertally, the ül-

fl¡rence of thla splrlt badl a cleep ef,fect upon the Libera.L ¡¡arty of,

tbat day a,ne[ uncloubteùly LnfluencecL the governmentrs entrance lnto

na,qr new fleld.s of legleJa,tlve actlvity. S¡¡frftually, the concern

by reformers for their feLLon'¡an stancls as an exam¡rle for futrr¡e

generatÍoasr
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AEPEIÍÐTK A

TIIE LBgg CONSEm/ATTVE PtATFor${

Econory 1n the nanagenent of finances.

Recluctlon of Cabinet Minlsters to three and. the addition of

two lûtnisters without Fortfolio.

ReductÍon of the Sessional ïncleun:ity to !$!OO.OO.

Reforo in the I?anchise Lanrs.

Enforcerrcnt of the Alien lebour Lalr a¡rd. encoura,gement of desirable

Í.mrlgration.

I?eeing tbe Eðucationa1 Systen fron partisan control a¡rd. the

applicatlon of proeeed.s of School Land.s to supplementing

ord.inarXr school grarrts.

Establlsbment of an AgrÍcu1tura1 Co1lege.

AcL,option of prÍnciple of Gorrern¡rent or,nrership of rallways,

sbenerrer practicable, ancL Government control of rates or¡er aIL

nevly laid.lines, together vÍth rigbt of purcba.se.

Transfer of Cromc, Land.s within the bor¡ndaries of l¡lanltoba to the

ProvincieJ Govemment.

Aid. to uunicipalities by guarantee of interest upon ðebentures,

lrhen desirabLe and neeessa,rX¡.

Corryensation for ÍnJuries received. by vorhen in tbelr usual-

eqrloy:nent.

ExbensÍon of korríncial bound.aries and. construction of a ].ine

of rai3r'ra¡r to lluclsonrs Bay; assuuptlon of csntrol and. adarini-

stration of the Fisheries of the Province.

1.

2.

2
J.

h.

L

6.

7.

B.

9.

10.

110

1,2.
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Append.ix A

Glv{ng effeet to public opinion by Þohibitlon of the Ligrror

f?affic so far as the porrers of the ko¡ince nourct pemit,

13.



APEH\TDTT 3

1910 T.rBmAT, ELÆIFORU

Increased. €;:rants to nrral. schools.

CompuS-sory Education.

A provlncia^l University,

Direct Legislation by mea¡s of the rnitiative ancl Referendum.

Co-operation with mrnieipalftÍes in builèing good. road.s.

voterst lists prepared. onJy for elections from n¡nfcipal lists
zupplenented. by personal regi.stratlon.

A uon-parbi.san telephoae corm'ission responsible to the 3-egfslature.

settlenent of the bouncle"rl¡ guestion by lvhnitoba receiving the

Ia.nd.s and. alL n¿tural resources of the ad.d.ed. temÍ.tory.

A reductlon of $aoorooo a year i¡ the cost of adm:inistration.

Resideat $ajorÍty vote in local_ option.

l&uriclpal electors to have power of limitL¡og or reducing nr.rmber

of licences.

"AJ-L licences to be passecL or refused by, eounty court jufues

instead. of licence comissioners.

Purblic La.nd.s to be sold. by public conrpetitfon, except where solcl

to settLers uith settlenent clrrtleso

S!,ramp lands to be drainecl. before sale and. the govenrnent to

share expenses of draÍnage di.stricts when crown land.s fo:m part

of the clistrict.

a non-partÍsan eLevator cm:ission subject onJy to the regÍsJ-a,ture.

l-.

2.

3.

ho

5.

6.

7.

B.

9.

10.

11.

2Ll+

L2.

13.

1l+.

15.
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Append.ix B

A d.efinite policy on agriculture.

Raihray taxes to be d.istributed. on an equltable plan among the

um:icipal-ities.

l-:6.

].T.
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TrrE 1gI0 ¡{arsIToBA LABoIA FARry EmgFoBM

rnclustriar and. PoLitica.l organÍzations of the lrorkfng crass.

Ehe Í-med.late adoption and enforcement of an I hoi¡r day and. 6

d.ays to constitute a week, and. a general policy of reducing

the working hours in keeping r,¡:ith the increased. productÍveness

of nachinery.

fhe aboliti.on of the contract systen on aLL pubrlc works.

fhe un:ion label to be placed. on aLl uantrfactured. good.s where

practicabS-e, ancL on all goverrrment and. urnicipal supplÍes.

Prohibitloa of prison labour Í-n conpetitioa with free l¿,bour.

The abolitÍon of properby qualification for all public offices.

An efficient government inspeetion of aLl factories and. work-

shops and. nJnes.

Íhe raislng of the age of cbild labour to 16 ¡rêâïsr

lhe abolition of the power to issue injunctlons agai:rst orga¡ized.

l¿,bour.

Direct legislation, through the initiatlve ancl refereaclun, with

the rÍght of reca]].

Pro¡rortional representation and. aboLLtfon of rouuicipal ward.s.

The abolltion of the Donin:ion Senate.

The transfo:matlon as rapi&ly as possible of the systen of

proèuction for profit to prodrrction for use.

fbe colLective ounersh'îtr' of aIL indqstries in which colryetitlon

has virtua$r ceased. to exist, such as railrrays, telegraphs,

1.

2.

)J'

!..

5.

6.

7.

B.

9.

10.

11.

].:2.

13.

14.

- -.,. r..;..-..,-. -.1.{-;rr.l
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Appendix C

, telephones, ligbting, et cetera.

L5. Ílre eonsen¡ation of the pubJ.ic èonain by stopping tbe alienstion

of m.Ínes, quamies, oil r,rel_ls, forests, rmater power, and. a]]

other natural- resources into private propertyo

16. flhe mu¿icipalisation of hospíta]-s, to be operatecL on a free

basis ancL rnana.SiecL by a boarcL ùirectþ responsibLe to the people,

together $tth ai.J. necessar¡r institutions which are at present

operated. as charltles.

!7. The ertension of the urrniclpal francbise to aLL ad¿lts of 21

years of age and. orreri fulI poJ.ltical. rights ancl privÍ.leges for

T.Íomen on the sane te¡rus as granÍ;ed. to uen.

18. Ehe freed.om of press, speech, and. peaceable assenbþ.

L9. state pensions for alL persons orrer fifty years of age, ancl.

acl,eguate prorrisÍon for arl wid.orrs and. clisabled. vorkers.

20. Tax refo:m by the aþoLitlon of aLL ta>ces upon inclustry, and.

the rai.s.îng sf nl'r pub].ic ïevenues by the ta¡<ation of land. values.
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APPU{DIX D

THE t9r2 r.ABouR EEEaEffiNfÆ[roN coMMrrEE pr,ATFoRI{

ipar orrnership of aLL public utilities of a mrnfcipal

character. llxe exbension of the f?a,nchise to aLL adr¡Its of the age of
2L years and. over - thÍs to inclucle the ríght to vote on money by-

laÏs. Tbe abolttlon of property qualificatfons for alL ¡ublic offj.ces.

T'be elght horrr day on aLL'nrnÍcipal ancL government vork and. contracts,

and support of the mor¡ement for a un:iversal- eight hour de¿r. the

adoption of a comprehensive schene of urnicipal housing.
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APPM{D]X E

THE 1gl_l+ LISERAL PLAIS'ORM

Compulsory ed'cation; obligatory teeehing of ¡lnglish; J.arger

grants for scbsols; eclucationa]- facirÍtÍes for every child.;

repeal of the CoL&reL1 ^Anendments.

Referendr¡m on rbanish the Bartt; re&rction of llcenses; abori-
tlon of Proprletalry clubs; resident mrnicipal erectors to
control number and. class of liceases.

Iüonan Suffrage.

Direct Leglslation.

Strict l.a,ws agalnst electoral cor:rrption; rm¡rar*íal adninisf,¡¿_

tion of justice.

Protectlon of indrrstrial lrage earners.

Eneouragement of agrlcurture; exbension of practical eclircation;

d.evelotrment of co-operative method.s, lnclud.ing eheaper moneÐ¡i

a Ptrþ].ic AbattoÍr.

Good' roacLs through co-operation vith runicÍpalities.
&rcouragement of Hydro-E1eetrfc developruent.

I[atura]. reÊources for the hsvÍnce.

lfrmieipal autonoqr in J.oca1 taxation.

L.

2.

3.

l+.

5.

60

7.

go

9.

10.

11,
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APEENDTX F

TnE Lg]l5 INÐESENDEISI CONgEmrATrvE PL,ATIORM

To naLntaÍn rrnÍ.rrpaÍreð the, prlncipLes of Britfsh constltutional

gorrernmento

To regarcl. tbe adeq¡uate èevetropnent of or¡r edrreational systen as

the flrst cluty of goirerronent; to ensure to every chilcl in the

province e sound. eLenentar¡r ecl¡¡catÍon, ùrrespective of race or

creecl.; te maks a thororrgh knovlecige of fugllsh essentia.l_ tn

evexxr sehool¡-to elevate the staürs of the teaching profession;

to assist school boarcLs ln maíntaining a higb stand¿rd. of ef-

ficieney; to promote ancl support agricut-burar eclrrcatfon in the

coJ-lege ancl schools; to assist in deveroping ancl renclering more

efficient the University of l¡Þ,nltoba.

To advance agrfculture, the basic inclustry of t{a¡aitoba, throrrgh

evetrr means uade ar¡aalable by the best moôe¡:n scientific .]

thought.

To repeal the CoJ.ù,¡elI amendnents.

To reenact imecLiateJy ancl put into openatÍon without referendrr¡l

the Hugh Jobn lvh,ed.onal-iL l,iquor Act of 1900, prorriding for pro-

vÍncia1 prohibition.

To construct ar¡d. operate a systen of prrblic abattoirs.

To elinìnate tbe spoils systen and. to establish the civil
senrice o¡. a basis of merit and. effieiency a]-one.

To abol-Ísh tbe patrone,ge systen, and. to appoint e¡r aud.Ítor-

general renovabLe onþ by two-thirdfs,vote of the legisJ-ature.

L.

2.

3"

h.

5.

6.

7.

8.
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,A¡rpencl.ix F

To anend. the controverted. Elections Act, so as to ensure the
compulsory bearíng of protests, and. to expeùite and. st"qplify
procedure.

To ad.opt the principJ.e of conpulsory voting.

To conselrre for the pubrlc use ar-r. the reÊources of water power

of the province.

To enact legislation provlci.r.ng f,or vonãn zuffrage upon receiv{ñg
a rnarrct¿te from the women for the fra¡rchise,

To pass legisJ.atlon to sa,feguard. and. aðva,sce the iaterests of
the workÍrlgllån.r

To presenre and. uphold. denocratÍc princlple by the holcling of an

a¡nual com¡ention of the LiberaL-Consenrative pa^:*y ancL by

elìrnìnating nactrine nrIe.

9.

10.

11.

12,.

13.

th.
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APPEITDTX G

T* Tgæ LTBERAI - CONSEBVAflTVE ASSOCTÁTTON PI,,ATFOBM

To naintaÍn unrqairecL the princlples of Brftisb constitutional
Gove'nment by aboJ-ishlng¡ in so far as practicable, arl boarcr.s

ancl' comissions,exercising frrnctions which the Gove*nent it-
self shouJ.d. ùirectþ exercise.

lhe abolition of the tarc on rateable property.

fhe practice of riglcL econoq¡ in the cost of civil gorernment

a¡d. the eIìrn{nation of roueh of the nev tarcation.

Itre creation of a r¿bour portfolio and. a Labour deparbment.

[he continued abolition of the bar ancr. to ascertain the ¡nilI of
the peopre by way of referendrrm regard.ing the use and. control of
J.lquor.

To secure for lcrarùitoba contror of her oir¡r natr¡rar- resources.
To develop the educatÍona'l systero by elevatÍng the schooL

teacb{ng profession, promote agricurturar edrrcation, deveJ-op

the uhriversÍty of ir&nitoba, ancr. ensure that s:nglish tboroughry.
kno¡nl 1n the prj-uarXr grades.

A vigorous road.s policy.

To grant the wonen fu1J- polltical. equa_lity.

To abolish the Þovlnciar- Assessment co¡nrnissÍon.

To ertend. the gorre:mmentrs aid. to agriculture, prinariþ by the
promotion of ìrnmigration and. the constnrction of public abat_
toirs a¿d. cold. storage plants.

T''e ir¡rmed.iate development of isdro_El ectric poÌ,rer.

1.

2.

3.

l{.

5.

6.

T.

8.

9.

10,

l_1.

].,2"
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Appencl:ix G

To seeure the i-mediate corryJ-etion of the lluctson Bay Rai&øa¡r.

To provid.e support for thê cleveropment of ninerar rêsorrpcêsr

13.

13.
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APEEIVÐD( H

rm ].?æ LIBflRAT, PI-ATFOR¡,Í

To maintafn ancr' frç'|rove a hlgh stand¿rd. of educatron and. to
lnsrrre to a't a kaonrled.ge of EnglÍsh. To d.everop tbe univer_
sfty. t

The extensfon of these laws passed. for agricrrrturers benefit.
The d'eveloBment of the Bureau of rabour and the Jolnt cor¡ncir_
of rndustry plus a more generous conpensatl0n to injureê vork_
Ill€O¡

Developlrent of þdro_electrÍc potrer at cost.
n&'lntenance of present prohibition measure as far as maintained.
by popui.ar vote.

trì¡rëher extension of rcraL health nurs.íñg, proper care of mental
defectlves an. the iÌq'rqveoent of provincial Hospitar-s.
To use arr possÍble mea¡.s in encouraging the devel0pment of
northern l¿Þnitoba ancL natural resources.

rnprorlng the autonatic d'aling systen on teJ-ephones a.nd

exbend'ing lfnes to al]. 
'¡ral polnts whea feasible.

fhe estabLishnent of the reorganized. Þov1ncial police force.
Rrblic savingsr systen, by wbieh the Goverrnent slrarl accept
d'eposits from the people to fir¡ance the Rr¡ral cre&i.t schenre

andL uLtL¡nateþ other pfovincial requireuents.

1.

2.

3.

l+.

5.

6.

T.

B.

9,

10,
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APTE¡TDTX T

rHE Igæ LASOUR PARIY PIATToßM

To refo¡ro capitalist properby iato social property; collective
bargalalngi proportlon¿l representation; &lrect legislatlon; abolfsb
electÍon tlepositq abolish property qualifications for school tnrstees
on school boarcLs; a better vorknenrs compensatioa law; ealargement of
the }4¡thers' A]-lowance Act; equal pay for equat work; exbensloo of
corrpuJ-sory ech¿catlon; techqlcal ancl vocatioual trai¡ringi pubJ_icþ

owned. coJ.cL storage ancl abattoirs; home nrle charters for eities;
estabLisbed' state ba¡ksi public otroershlp of n¿tr¡raI f,esourees r¡¡d.er

provinclar control; l-a¡acl. for veterens; properLy tan on land. varues.
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