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i\BSTT,ACT

The al-ln of the exploratorlr study i-s t,o exa.mine a enmmon body

of eha,raeberis'Lics of ;iuvenlle age chflrl.ren involved in the rJelín-

quelley of shoplifti.rr,q" The stuCy i.s base4 on rtata. involvi.nø 21.2

chj.l-d"ren refey'recl t,c¡ the l{in¡ripe,s Juvenlle anrl fam511' Courtu ancl

56? r:hilrlren appr"ehended Ín the T{udsern Be.¡¡ Coropany rlepa,rtnent, **tore

during the :¡'èar 1968, Informati.oR Ïras eolleebecì frotn i.ntake sheets

a'L the Court ancl frorn the files at the securit,y offíee of the clcrpar-b*

ilr.enL s Lore 
"

A scherlul.e ofl variables-ì ì¡Ias rJrawn up anrl apnlíecl to both somples,

The eo¡relusions eleri-r'ed fro"n bhe enëlyzed dab.a inrlica.l,e that

there are several eh¿meeteristÍes; conirnon to both the Court, and the

Store popui-al,j.ons, as well as sÕme eharaeteríst.lcs uniqtre t,cr one eir

the othev" of the two ,sa,rnple flrôups strrdi-e.1 .

l, hÍeh propclrtion of iuveníJe shorlift,e:rs fron both studl¡ gror.rpst

come from oRe pê-rent fanrîlles, ha-ve inappronríatCI qradt+ plaeement in

sehool , res5.,'l-e jLn the eolie are¿r.s B.nd shoplift, pr"eelorninantly i.n Erc.,ups,
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INTRODUCTION

It Legions of yonn64st,ers from every walk of life are eaught un j.n a

shopliftins epíderni.e. From coast to eoa.st the uncler 21 grouB is

on the grea,test shr:nlj.fting s¡lree i.n our historv. r'1"

Al-though there åre no nat,ional. statistics, po1íee ancl

merehå'ntsínever}'maJoreit.]¡reportasteaclyj"nereaseinstore

shopl.ifting. In Vaneouver, shorrlifting arrests rose 30'Á Ín 196Ê

over the prevíoUs Veål:o Ïn Toyonto, the number of iuvenj-les arrest-

ed for shop-lifti.ng soared from 202]3 in 1965 to 41380 j-n 1968" t'ur-

thermore, aeeordlng t,o the Retaíl CouneiJ- of CanacJa, a.n estímatert 50Ø

of the shoplífters are be-br,reen the ages of si,x a.nrl tr¡¡enty yuut".2

In lnlinnípeg;, statísti"es fron the lrlinnipeg Juveníle and Fanïly Court

inrlícate a ri.sÍ.ng Íneíclence of Juvenile theft as the fízures rose

from î 1065 in 1.965 fo 11357 j.n 196?.3 Uru""o*rer, of the l+1611 Juvenl.l.es

referred t,o Court jn 196É, 5r1% were referrecl for the all-eeetj'on of

shorrli.ftins.

l¡obert Collinsr lYouthful Shoplifti.ng : A l{at,lona_1 Eplrlemi,er
Readers Dinest Deeenber 1.969 F" 5Ê

t&åÉ P. 59

3Ïntrk* Referral. Sheets hlínnÍ-peg .Tuveni-l-e an<l Familv Court
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The Hurlson Bay Compa,ntt Store i n Wì.nni.peg estimates that

2 0OO persons are ê.pBrehenrJ.ecl ea-eh r¡ear by theír' proteetf on depart-

ment of whom 28 3{' are iuvenl.Je a,ge ehSldren.À

The economl.e losses aeerr:ecl by shopl-lftíne are reachinÊ

astronomícal. proportlons, The Retafl. Councll of Canarla has estl-*

mated that up to 200 rniLlíon dolla,rs lrearl.5' 1s ]ost' bv mereha.nts

5
through shopli.ftlng.2 Another authori.ty has esti.mated that 1/l

A

nLillíon rlollars are lost vf a shopJí.ftine per day ln CanarS-a.o" In

the United Sta.tes, Sosses a.re estj.mated to be about 1.0 bi.l"lj.on dol--

7
Lars l¡earl-y" Eatons DeÌra.rtment Store ín Wíl1ipee indícat,es that

I
aborrt $tSrOOO i,s recovered ¡rearlt¡ from shoplifter:s' This refleets

a sltuati.on eomflotrnclecl when one eonsi.rlers there are ma,ny sUCeêsS*

fu1 shopl-ift ers 
"

Shoplifti-ng is a breach of Seetl-on 2âA of the Crimi-nal

Corle of Canarla. Chapter L6A, 2(: ) of the Juvenile DeLínquent

Aet states that tt juvenile clelínquentfr meaRso.oa.llf, chílrt who vío*

lates any rrrovì.si,on of the CrimÍna.l Code"..9 rn"tufore an¡r juvení1e

eaught shoplíft5.ns is subjeet t,o a eharqe of juveniJ.e clelinqueney"

4lr¡i11.íur Bracer Chíef Proteetion Offieer, The Bsy, l^ff¡¡lFeg, l4anítotra
Intervíew, Oetoher 8, 1969"

5Robert Coll ins Iþi,J Po 59

6StO Ha.:.t, Chíef Proteetion Of-fieer, T.E¿ton Co", 'hrínnlneg, l'{anítoba
Int,ervíew October Ê, 1969.

7W. u"r*u, Chief Protection Offi.eer, llu¿sm Bay, winnipegn Man.
Intervievr oet,. Ê¡ 1969"

Êsi¿ Hrl: october s, l-q69"

9Juveníle DeJíncrrrent,s f,etr Chanter 160 $eetlon 2(l ) (rt) 1929
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Flowevere a. hígh proport,i,on of jrrvenSle shopllfters are not

referred t,o the Jrrvenile Court" tfnlíke other rìeJinqueneíeso

shoplÍftíng is handlecl ln an arbltra,ry manner a.nd left largely

to the discretj,on of the store securì.ty offieer. Eaeh depart-

ment store in lrlinnípeg hes its own rrsvstemrr, Thus, for exampl-e,

a store may a) refer every person e.ppreïrenrled to the Poliee¡

b) refer to Políee after the seeonrl eontacte ahd¡ e) refer to

Police aft,er the thírd eontaet. Tnherent ín this si-tuati.on l-s

the possibilSt¡r of uneoual anr:J perhaps unfaS-r treatment of the

shorrl I f{,er insofar as some are sent home wJ.th a vrarni.ng and others

are referre,l to Court, anrl henee ma.lr suffer the sti-grna of a crírni.na-l

recorrì.

DespÍ.te the rf síng incj.clenee of shopli.fting, f.ittl-e re-

seareh has been .-ìone on the sub.iect " Thus there ís mueh uncertaín*

ty aborrt the dímensíons of the or.oblem, causatíve faet,ors anrl eor-

responclíngly 1í.tt,le i-s lanovrn aborrt anpropría,te method-s of treatment,

or prevention.

!,Il-lliarn C. I{varaceus, í-n Dynguiqå of _Del.inqu_gllç9, dÍ.seus-

ses numerous soeíal and culf,ural- determinants of clelínquent behav-

lor. These eould rq¡ell Blay a síenífieant role in the delínor:ene¡¡

of shoplíftjng, partíeula,rJt¡ for the olrler arloLescent" Kvaraeeus

dlscusses such phenonena å.s orr pursui.t of pleasure a,nrl self-j.nrlul-

genee, (for examnLe, credít, bul¡ing'): the anonyrnit;rr of modern livíng

resulting from big, í.rnpersonal sehools; famil.:,' mobilit:,' wi.th iùs

aceompenjríng sense of rrroo+,lessnessft; and the ambíguít"'¡ of arlul.t
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attítuctes Lor.¡ard vor:th.l0 $hupli-ft,íng ma.y be viewecl a.s a b¡¡-pv'oduct

of the forces and val.ues whieh h¡.ve trans,formed soeiet¡¡ freim a, rura.l-

t,o an urban one u

It woulri seem, howerrer, ¡¡¿¿ for the ¡¡ottnger sherplíftert

the fam|ly sf tuatíon lvouJ,l have far sreate;' ímnaet than cultural

determinants. The familv of" orlent,a,tion is the most i-mportant pri-

mary grour: with r,'rhiCh Lhe i.ndividrral eomes on conta.ct. Howeverr the

díffi^culties ancl a,nxíeties senerated by the post-1n':lrrstrial- urban-

j.zerL socj.ety and sueh tren,{s as the emaneÍpation of women have ha.rl

detrimental effects on the fa,mí.ly. Family di-sorganízation, conflíet

and Jrrstabíli"ty are 4.11. too eommon" The fami.L:¡ si.tuat,jon pJa'l¡s an

írrnortant role in al-1- delÍnouent behavíor ínvol-víng .l¡ounser ehifdren.

It woulrl seem that both olrler anrl younqer iuveni.les are

subJeeted to the subli-na.l (ancl- not, so suhllmal ) ariverLÍsi.ns of the

mass merli.a.. Our tec?rnol-opríeal- eu"lture has pro,:lueerl man;r gaCgets

that ¡¡ouths do not need a,ncL ha.s proceeded to ereate a rles;î-re for

these b¡r pronising the oÌ\rrìer such at,t,ríbutes as sue eess, popi:larity

or status. Many st,ores, 1n fa.ct, hire nrofessíonals whose sole oc*

eupa.tíon i.s t,o rli"splay the eoods in the mr:st aBpea.line fashion poss-

jble and to anpea-l specjfiea.l.l:¡ to theìtt,astesrtof the arloleseent;

henee we see an abunrlanee of boutj,ques, fa.shíon shows a.nrJ rteen

queen eontest,s. Some ¡roungsters, who are perhaps emotíonall-y or

materj"al.ly cleprivedo eannot wj.thstand the arl.vertisinp' rlressure or

the pressure of the peer øroup ancl steal to proeure whatever ít Í.s

they thj.nk they rmst harre to comnensate for this denrí.vatíon.

'Ihe eauses of Juvenile shonliftíne rna¡¡ l.íe i.n a broad

l-or¡li I I i am Kvaraceusr Dynami.es of Delínorrency
Books Inc. 1966 P l3:ZP.

Charl es E. I'{erril r



5*
socíetål" condjtÍons and forces, or mal¡ Þerhans emJ.na.{,e from brea.k*

clo'¡rn ín the basí.e soci-a.li.uinE unLt of our soeÍ.etJr, the flami-ly.

l4ore Jj-kely both assumntions åre corT'eet, as most human behavi.or

ís mul t,í -rJímensional .

Accorcling to the Chj-ef Securít..¡ Offícer at the Fludson

B¿'¡ Companv Store, shop3fftinÊ'ls a natrtral oart of growing url !¡

a consrìmer*oriented snejetr¡, The seeirrf t.rr offi-cia1 sal-cl the maJori.ty

of iuvenile sho'olifters anC ttrei.r na.renl;s clo not realíz,e bhe serj-ous-

ness of theír'a.ctÍons; therr feel tha-t, they are doíng no one an¡r ha.rm

anrJ large clepartment stores beeorne ttfajr 
É¡ametr for this ttrpe of rleltn-

ouent actívity. The sec'rrit;' 61'¡5"ia] went on to express that the

maiority of juveni.le shopli-fters are average chÍl.clren frorn any and

all social elasses ancl that shopliftinE is not neeessariLy a trstepÞins

stonetr to a life of críme"

If these orríníons are conrnonly he1,:1, shoplifti.ng na.y well

fal1 wlthín the a-rea of |twhi-te col-l-arfr eri.me " The noral irnnlica-

tí.ons of shoplift,íng are then insÍsnífi.eant; the eri-me eonsísts of

eett,ing caught "

Purpose of the St,urly

This pr:ojeet was ínitlally uncler"taken at the reouest, of

the 1¡IinnÍFeÊ Juvenj.le anrl Famil-¡r Court " In view of the srovring

ineirlenee of juvenile shoplifting, Court official-s desirerl. some

researeh into the problem. The Court offj-cíals requfre a knowl"edge

base f:'on v¡hich t,o rlevise more effeetÍve nethoris of trea.ting shorr-

l.ífters a.nd to serve a.s a guídeline in the rJevelopment of Breventa-

tÍve Þroerams ô
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Howevêr'r the Court i.s not aJ-one in J.ts interest and

eoneern a.bout shoplíft,i.ng. The nolice, rnereha,nts, some soei-al-

e.genei-es ancl narents a.re verJ¡ eog.nÍza,nt of thi.s phenomenon." Some

questions are aske,å as to v.'hether there are an:)r parf,ícular eharac-

teristics of shoplífters whjch research can iclenti.fy. Are there

envjronmental faetors predominatlng : hroken homes, eeonomic cleprl-

vation¡ Þoor houoi.ng, unsatÍ-sfaetorl¡ schoo.ìíne? Is there anl¡

apparent emotíonaL ínslabili-t-r' ín the narents or chil,:lren? Do

the ehil.dren enga.se i-n shonj íftíne for neecl or i-s it always for

luxury l-tens? Ïs there an¡¡ parti.cular age, sex or ethni-e baek-

p::ound nredominatinr in the slatistics? l'.hat ki.nrl and what ls the

va.-l-ue of artieles whj.eh are nreferrerL anrj v¡ha,t a.re the eha.nees of

other delíncuent eharges aqainst the offender? There appears to

be a real. neerÌ for stud¡r int,o all of these areas l"refore anJ¡ gen-

ei:a,J and rralí':l l,i.cture can be rlrawn.

The eoneern exÊressed by the eommuníty at 3 a,rge is pr:í-

maríl-¡r focuserl on the economic losses of shopli"fti.ng. Ïn a,:1r1ítj.on

to the êgluêl l*qge t,hroush shonlift,Ínr, the cost of ai.ntainjnE a

lrerm¿.nent staff of seeurj.t:¡ o-ffíee::s J.n the d.eT:rartnnent stores es-

calates the prÍ ee of eonsumer goods,

The a.bove lvoulrJ suggest that, all conmunÍ.ty members are

affect,ed tr¡r the finaneíal draín eauserl b-rr shoplíftine. However¡

the comnmnít,r¡ ¿.t large has not yet realized the eost in dollars

of rio.[ meet5-ng human neerl.. The fínanees are more ea.si.l¡¡ obtaina.bl.e

to supnort the Court process of eonr¡isbins shonJi"fters tha.n to

esta,trlísh rrreventive anrl edueational prog::ams. Ït ís noteworthrr¡

that the Proteet jve 0ffieers Assoej-a.tion of l'fetronolS.tan I¡IinnjpeEr
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whích was formed j.n the a.r'ea by securi.t¡¡ persc¡nneJ. to prevent anrl

control. shoplífting, has eneountererl some problems in ohtainí.ne the

funds neecled to supnort eclucatíonal nrograms " The City of liinnlpeg

PoUee Youth Squad ha.s reeent,l-y i-nitíat,ed a priogram of prevention,

but thj.s a.pproach has been limited throur'-h laek of personnel- and

ha,s been restrieterl to a fevr loeal sehooJ.s.

Juvenile shopli-fters, betrceen t,he a.,qes of l2-:lÊ, ireferrerì

to Court have been usrral.l¡r handled non-iur:licía1-1y after one or two

rnandal:or-rr i.nterviews with a Broba.tion officer. The probation c¡ffi-

eer croulddecíde to 1ay a charge a..qainst such a iuveníle i-f he

thought the chilrì could benefit from a, neri-od of n::oba.tion" The

ehil.lren under twelve l¡ears of age have beerr referred to the Chi.ld-

rents Airì Society a,s neeleeteri ehíldren, The Court woul.cJ ha.ve eon-

tacted the narents of these ehi-lrlren by mea.ns of a letter advísing

them to rearl. some l.ít,er"eture b,''¡ Dr. -qnoek, name1y the book, PrqÞlllms

of Parents" 'I'he letter to the parents has recently ínclu,led a rearl-

jng.list of books obtaina.bJe from the r.r.IjnniFeg Publíe Libra,ry. Mrsn

L. TayJor, Di-rector of Intake at the l¡li.nni-pee Juveni-Je and Fa.rni.l)t

Courtr a.fter conversation wÍth most of the security chi.efs of the

maJor retail stores, belf eves that rtÍ.f the¡r referred all the juven-

ile s?rorrlifters th-e;r spp¡ehenrlert to the Court, then the tot,al ín{:ake

uould rloubl".rr 11

It i.s 1:he contentíon of the researeh group tha,t Juvenile

shopli.ftine shoulr:1 be a, foca.l coneern of the soeia.J work professi-on.

11-L. taylor(Mrs,) superrrisor of lrrta.ke, l{f¡¡ineg Jsvs¡ile and
Famíly Court Int,ervì.e¡r Oetober 1, 1969,
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It is a soeJ"a,l Broblem of sj"snífieant ¿n.l Erowf,ng pro'pÕrtions anrl

rnay harre i.ts roots ln disturbe,J famíl:r si.tuations or na.thologíeal-

socÍal. condi-ti"ons ln soei.ety. As soei-al, w<¡rkersr we åre a.ware of

the detrimental effeet of labelli.ng a chil'l trrielinquentrr anrl thus

must question the val-jrii.ty of so label-l-íns a ehjLcL invo-lve<l i"n the

trwhite eollarrrerlme of shoplíft,ing" Are v¡e so harsh with the man

r¡¡ho cheats on hi.s ineome ta.x, the ari.ult ea.ught exeee-dine the speed

ljmít, or the shopner who retr:rns oJrr¡ior¡sll¡ userl rnereha.nclise wjth-

out just,ificati on?

tr'e reeoF'nj.ze the neerl fo:: a eo-ordj.naterl, consístent åp-

proach to the probl-em j.n order to ensu:re a low rate of reeícli.vism"

At present, there a.Te a traríetv of anproaehes userl in the anprehen-

síon and treatrnent of juvenSle shonlifters. ii{oreoverr as soeial

workers, we must be eoncernerj v¡j.th a.lJ. t.¡nes of -'iuvenile C-elin-quency

at the nrjrnar:¡ leveJ of nreventi.on. Ws r¡rsuld feel that, bl¡ assemb-

l5.ns'- a body of eharaeteristies eommon t,o shonlÍfters, we rnaJ¡ firrther

thÍs goal of prerrentíon.

In sunmati.on, Í.t should be noLer!- that the concern exrlres-

secl by the Court personnel ancl bv the comnmnit:y helrrecì us to esta.b-

l-Ísh a focu.s for study,

Seope anrì Lj.¡¡i¿atj.ons

Thís r"eseareh studv is firnrla.mentall.y exnloratí.ve a,s the

stuclrr sets out, to exa,rdne the hynothesis tha.t there t* 
"- 

çepmon

bodv of cha,racterist:ïes of juvenile shon.li.fter"s. The resea.reh

group wi-l.'l- also enr:Jea.vor to aseertai.n whether dj-fferent, varia-bles

are operating j-n the ea,re of those ehjldren referrerl t,o Court as
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compåred to those juvenÍ.Je shopli.ft,ers v¡ho are ha,ndl.erl exelusÍvely

Try the aþtrrehenclfng seeurit:r of:flicer" Sinee there has been nô r:e-

sea-rch rìone as yet i.n ¿¡6 llínnil-reg area re]at,ine l,o jrrveni-le shorl-

lifterso we a.nti.cína.te that, this foeus v¡i1-l be useful as a- tra.si.s

for further r:eseareh"

We Ínj.tja.Jl.r¡ consirlererl a stu,Jy of the effect, on the

,,iuveni.l-e shonljft,er of the fjrst eon'baet with -l.a.w authorÍties,

that j.s, vrith the seeurit.r¡ officer or t,he polí.ce officer in üerms

of the subseouent rate of reci.rJivi,sm. Howeverr f.t was felf, that

more basLe reseêreh was neecl-eri. Thus, it was consirlered L,ha.t thís

mi s.ht be an a.npropríate subieet for frrture sturl¡¡.

At, one noínt we eonsi..i.ererJ eomnaring juvení.1 es u,ho r,vere

referrecl to Corirt for the allegati-on of shopllft,ing wÍ.th jrrveniles

who were referrerj. to Court with the all-eea,tion of another rlelín-

oueney such as break, enter anri th.eft,. This pro.ieet '¡¡as rJjsmissed

on the basÍs that we woukl be lirnit,eri- üo ea.ses referred to 0ourt.

Ä eomparative sturjy of shorrlifti.ng anrl enother cleli.nqueney woul-d

further be limitect in that there r,,¡ouJ.d tre a clÍsproportíona.te nu.mber

of nales anr.J. -females in the s1,ur1:r Erot)psn In uíew of these problem-

ati,c a.reas, we narrowed our scor;e to a eommein borly of character"Ístícs

of juvenÍ.le shopli ftens 
"

The stucly of shonlifters r'¡as lírniterl to UÍ"nníneg anrl the

sumounrlj-ng ar:ea, i',Ie ehose to Lilnit the stud¡r to the eonsírlerat,ion

of chilclren uncler 1Ê ¡¡ears of age. l¡te j.nclucìecl j.n the stud|.lsampl.es

only those juvenÍJe shoplj.ft,ers l.:nown t,o the Hurlson Bav Compan¡¡ a,nrl

the tlinnipep Juvenile anrl I'ami-l;r Court, urho were i-nvolverJ in the aet
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of shoplift,5n,q rluring the tirne perior{ of Januar¡" I r 1.968, anri

December 31, l9ó$.

The samples stu-rlj-e,:l were seleet,erl from the lirrínnÍ-pee Juven-

il-e ancl I'a.mïly Court ancl the Hurlson Bav Compan¡¡ Store ín the þIi.nní-

Þeg Area. Si.nee the Court ha¡l recru-esterl the sturll¡, ease reeords

and interviews wJth Court personnel were avaÍJab-le t,o the reseåreh

groupG The llurison Bay Companl' Store was ehoseR as our sou-rce of a

sarn'r:'l.e gronp for serreral rea.sons; the most, irnportant being: íts

unique sto:re polic¡¡ of havÍng a treatment-orientecl a,pproa,ch" Al-

though the Store hacl a ::elati,vely high ra.te of shoplifting, i..t harl

a. Jower rate of referrals to Court for prosecutíon than other retaj.l"

s'bores. Ït ea.n be notecl that the major nortlon of first, offenrler"s

anrl- some repeaters were ha.ncllecl bv the Prot,ecùíon Servj.ee at t'he

aforer¡:entjoned Store. Thejr seeuri.t¡r personnel. eo-oltera.tecl wJth

socjal agenci.es sueh as t,he ChÍlrLrenrs Aid Societ:¡ a.nd Har..¡mou¡d

School, anrl freorrently referrerJ. a.pprehenrled chíl.cïren v¡ho were knov¡n

t,o these a.genei-es, dlrectl.lr t,o them rather than to the Court. IJn-

I jke most othei: r"etaíl st,ores in Ïfjnnínee, this Slore was eo-opera-

tive with our resea,reh groun and- most anxÍous to a.ssíst us r^rÍth ou,r

studl'. l'loreoverç thi.s store r/,rês able to províde us wÍth st,ati.sti.cal

informa,ti-on a-ncl. relabível¡¡ eonrrJete fi-les Ïraseri on a .Êramework si.mi--

lar to th¿.t used hy the Court.

In ackii-t,ion to I ool<i ng for a eorrunon bod¡¡ of ehara.cterist,Í cs

of juvenile shop15.fters, the resea.reh groun also set out to exnl.ore

the r:pera.tÍ-ng vari.ables clìstí,nguíshi.ne ehildren referred to C6¡¡1

from those not referred to Court wíth refeT'erìee ùo the alleea,tiorr
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ofl shr¡pl"íftinE" ït, v¡as suspeeter:l tha.t t,he younger the shopli.ftero

the srea.ter v¡oulrl be the l.ikelihoocl that the roots of the rlelfn-

queney 1a.¡r ín the home. Moreover, Í-t v¡as a3so suspeeted that the

oJder the shonli.fter, the less l"íkely woulC he be influenced hy

'fami-l-¡' cli.sorgani.za.ti-on, eul'Lural and soeíal forees a.nrl peer group

pressures. Ït wa.s fu-rther antieJ-på.t,ed that probl.ems i-n the sehool

settj.ng woulrl apnear at some freouencAt among a1 l. age Eroups {as

schol,astíe diffieultíes ma¡¡ i.mpel a chj.lrl t,o rlelÍnouent behaviorn

It was fel-t, that, the t¡¡pe of arti cl e taken rluríng the act of shorr-

l.iftine woul-ri vary a.eeorclínq to the a.Ee of the ehíld anrl wouJrl re-

flect the needs an coneerns of ea.eh sueeessive stage of CeveJoprnent.

It, seerned híghly likely tha.t, the rate of shoplj.fting, a,s other delin-
queneies, r"rotrld rLeerease as one moved from the core area of the city

to the periphery areas. Lastly, ít was suspected tha.t ùhe place of

resícleneer as an ínclícator of socj.o-eeonomie elass, r^ror-:.1.cl be a. faetor

ín deelrljne whether a child vras referred to Courb for further prose-

cution by the a'lr¡rrehenrìíng offjeer.

In rer'íev¡íng the lÍterature, Ít v¡¿.s forrnd. that, lt, coul.rÌ

not provicle a n:i.,1e ín terms of a preeedent for sueh a I lmited sturìy

as this, with our focus on a eomrnon bocl_y of eha.recteristjcs. The

reviev¡ r:f baekÁ¿rouncl literature provecl ì¡e.Juable in terms of denotíne

va.ri.ables for the study an elassifyine a focus for study. The re-

seareh apÞears to ha.rre been eoncentratecl on the larger phenomenon of

;iurrení]e rleli.nqueney with mi.nj.mal eonsideration given shop-1.j-ftíne as

a rleLinouencyê Chapte:: II j"s rievoted to a m.ore rJetaf-l-ed revj,ew of

t,he I iterature 
"
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the mefhori used j.n this strr.l.y js outlj,ned i-n Chapter l.ÏÏ.

The methocl sets forth the scoBe and li"m:tatìons and- rleno'bes the

oìreratíonal defjnitjons used in the study, The resea.reh stucl¡r was

tra,sed on data, pertaíníne to t,he ehara.eterísti.cs of a) tn" Jrtvenile

shopl.ifters unr]er stucly U) tne type of shoplif'bing a.nd e) ttru

method of hanrJJing bv the Store or the Cou::t" The data fo:r the stud.r¡

was obtained. on the varj.ahles of : 1) a.ge 2) sex 3) home situati-on

4).Erade rrlaeement, ín sehool 5) tl¡pe of article taken 6) cost of

artiele ta.ken ?) group or i.nrlJvi.rlual ínvoilvement Ín the act of

shonlÍfting g) t¡re vra,¡r the allegati.on was processecl, jurlic5"a,lly

or non-JurtÍ.eïa1.1¡' 9) tirst offender and repea.ter ancl LO) tne house

adclress of t,he chilrt.

The sources of dat,a. were the ease records at the ru'{lrrnipeg

Juvenífe anrl Fami.lS' Court and the Hudson Bav Comrrany Store and the

1.969 edítíon of the Soejal *qeriiíee Aucli-t" The AurlÍt Report was

used by the research group t,o obtai.n relevant cì.ata. on such faetors

as income, famÍl-¡r síze anrl structure a-s related to geogra,phíe area

in the city of Wlnnipeg,

lhe schedule rlevi.secl, eonsS.stíng of the varí,ab-]es under

stud¡ro wa.s applíed t,o ext,raet ínformati.on from 212 files at the

hiinnipes,Irrvenil.e and Famil¡r Court and froxn 56? fites e,t the Hud*

son Bay Company St,ore" These numbers renresentecl the tota,l number

of Juveniles lmol.rn to these truo sources to have eomrnltterl a.n act

of shopliftíng rluríng the t,íne perj-o,ì uncler stucl-¡¡.

The nethorl userl to attaí.n the neeessary informati-on placed

some lÍrnitations on the proieet,. Ì,',Ie were forced to rel¡¡ completelv
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on the inforna.tlon avai.lable to r:s -fy"om the fi]es of the {:wo sourees"

These files were often i"neclmnlete ancl di.rT nof, eover all the areas

whieh we fel"b signlfi-cant to our anal.ysis" We would ha,ve preferrerl

a more cletailed rrpi-eturerrof the home sí.tu.ati.on and of the parent-

chi.lrl rela,tíonsh5"p, ínformatíon sueh as the number of síbl-f-ngsr the

posÍ.tí-on of the child in the famil-:¡ s'bru-cture, income, ethnÍe orlqin

and the reereational outlets of the ehi.ld " The intervÍew approaeh

worlld have been valuabJe in t,erms of a.ssessing the pa,rental. reaet:ì.on

tr: the chi.lrlts i-nvolvement in shonlíftÍns a.nrl the effect of the se*

eurity officerts approach on the ehilcl" However, sÍ.nee we r¡Iere strrrJy-

íng ease materia,l- whíeh ha.rJ been hanrll-ed bv both the sourees, thís

a.pproach was not possÌb1"e.

In Cha.pter IV the dat,a from the t'¡¡o sou.rees is compÍlerl

for analysis and SnterpretatÍon. The results of analysís and j.nter*

pretatíon a.re Dresented ín gre.phi.c form anrL by tables, whÍIe â geo-

graphic rnap is usecl to show the relati"ve i.nei.cìenee of shorrliftlnft

accord.ing to geoEranhje a.r'ea." The eompa,r"íson hetween lhe two samnJ.e

grÕu-ps is ealeulat,ed i.n t-erms of pereentages sj.nee the Court sa,mple

is decírjeclly smal.l-er than the samnl-e u-nrler strrcll¡ at the $tore.

Char-rter V summarj.zes our conclusíons, re).ates then to

our ínitial a.ssumnt,ions ancì evaLuates them ín terns of our hypothesi s.

Ïn this fi-na.l ehanf.er, we wilJ sussest areås for filrther stucly in

shorrl i.ftl.ns among iur¡eni il e ehi I rlren o
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B¡.CKGROU}]D AI{]] FB]trWOUS STUDIIIS

The baeksrou-nd -li,terature reJevant for thi.s nart,íeular

study has been límíted" Tn snl.te of the rlearth of material, a

number of sturlj.es brere valua.ble l-n d.escri-bíng foeus and purpose

t,o the resea.rch projeet" Ïn the perusal of the l.iterature, the

resea,::ch group eentered rea,r{íng around two main areas, namely

sturiíes on iuvenÍle shopl.iftine anrl a, eonsi-qlerati.:n of studf.es on

juvenil.e delínouenev, wherei.n the variables used ín the i-ni-ti.al

test schet'lule as orrblinerJ nrer¡íouslv, tüere studíes a,s cletermí.nants

of cìel i nor:ent beha.v:ï or 
"

Neuma¡ter, í-n the sturly, ItJrrvenile Del ínouency jn þforlern

!-eeigÐtt, víewed age, sex and home situation as imporLant críLerf.a
1

in del-inquent behavioro" Cameronr i-n her studt¡ of shopl-ifters ín

ChÍ-cago recorded that age anrì sex may be corref.atecl to the amount

and tt¡Be of a.rtieJe t,aken rlu-ring shonJífti.ns as girl.s ¡ &Eê for a,ge,

stoJe merehanclj-se of prea,ter median val-ue tha.n dj.rl boyu,2 Gi¡bons

and Prince in a later sturì¡¡ (tç¿O) c¡-r shonlìfte::s in Ensland userl

the home situation as a varíable in theír stud,v a,s thet¡ concluded

that the degree of famìl.y sta.bjlJty ma.y inpeJ. å chíld to invoLvement

3
1.n shoplíftirre. In the strrdye ¡t A Look at Juvenile DelÍnouenevrr a

lt*.ti-o 
H " *

New Jersey:
eumayer,
D. Van

Juveni,l,e De-l_inoueney ín Modern Soelety .

The Booster ancl the Snítch, tondon , Collíer,
p" J.02.

, Lonclon: The ïnstitut,e
. p.1.06.

Ilostrancl Co. , I 961 pÉ 21.-¿n6.

ZþIary Ovren Ce.meron,
MeMillan Lt,rl,r 1964

3T,C"N. Gibbens ancl Jotee Prlnee, qhÕpliflL!Â
for Stu.dl¡ and Treatment of Delinquene:¡r 1962
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report b¡r the U.S. Chilrlrenrs Bureåu, the mai.n focus was v¡ith the

horne situat,j-on and relatecl factors srrch â.s sepa,retíon, clesertíon

a,ncl rlí.voree ancl theír cau-sal relat,íonshíp rrrith rlelf-nquent behavior,å

Wi{:mer and Powers and many others agree that frequentl-y antísocíal-

behavi.or begíns wjth stresses ín parent-ehÍ.lci relationships.S

Ðelíneruent behavíor seenls to be an i.nrlÍcat;ion of poor fa.mi-1-y adiust-

ment andttconflict with the law represent,s a sympton o-f farnily dÍs-

organi.zatíon"tt 6

In vi-ew of the fa,ct that, the researeh proup sel-ected the

pomrlation of the sturll¡ as children unrler 1Ê ¡¡ears of age, ít u'as

assumed that a significant number of the sturiy group woulcl be at-

tenrli.ng schooJ. The vari.able of school performa,nce was j.ncluclecl

j.n the scherlule, as ïìany studies, ÍncluCing 1ditmer and Powersl

study frAn ExÌreriment in the Preven{:Íon of Juvenile DelíRoueRevrr

focus on school attendanee anrJ, related a.ca,rJemi.c progress as varí*
7

a.bl.es li.nkecl to bhe nr¡:benti.a.l offender" Truant behavlor J.s often

a forerunner of delj.nquency and the schoo] ís lhe first plaee out-
Ê

sjde the fanril¡r where the ctril,lrs problem may becorne apÐarent.

School mal.arliu.stment, ranging fron misbeha,vi.or forthe urrpose of

4U 
"S. Chíl rlrent s Bur"eau Publ-icatl on #38o, A Look a.t JuveniJe

Del in<luency" I960 P.4,

5H 
"l'lítn,u" and 8.P61üsr.s , Jtin

De : the Cabr 1 outh EW ork
olumbía versÍtr¡ ress, 1957 pp.257-27O,

fui:U"r Hoffman, rroffenrJers Have Fami.líes Too¡re Famíli.es-in
Lfoqþle erl. L"Lo Geísmar anrl Beverl¡¡ A¡¡res, i¡amÍly Cent,ererl Pro-
jeet, St. Pa.ul r Minnesot.a. 1958 Þ.3 "
?H,Wítru. anrl E"Powersr -qp.ggi!" pp. 257^2"to

8E.H"Strrl.lkj-n, rrsjchools a,n,4 the DeJinoueney Probl.emtt, Ih"-!-roþleg
of ilgl.iAqUglrcf . erl. Sheld.on an,1 ilJeanor Gl'ueck p, 1.5/+.
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ettre,ctl.ng attentíon, to truaney ancl rranrla.lÍ.sm, i"s a. flrequent
9

precursÕr of rnore serÍous forms of rlelinqltency' Gibbens and

Prlnee, f.n the aforementl.einerl stucl.r¡ of JuvenÍ-le shoplÍfters ln

England, used the school setti.np' as a va.ria.b-l-e in 'bhe5-r sturJy

and not.ed tha.t:
.,. the femaLe shopl.ifter i.s mueh more Jiable
to school clífficu.lt,ies the.n the male" " "this ma:¡

t¡e beea,u,se many of th.e females ha,ve reaehecl the l_0
sta.g:e when sehooJ no longer holrls thej-r ínt,eresL.

The research Êroun incJudecl recreati.on in the test

sched.ule as the ponulatÍon uncier sturlv rnat¡ maÞ'e ont,imal use of

reereat:ì-ona.1 outlets du::in¡z the pre-adoleseent anrj the ado] es-

cent years. Ba,rren rnakes referenee to reereati.on a,nd lej.sure

t,ime jn rlelinc,uencl' str¡,{i.es an"l sugqests that, the alleged 1ei-

sr-ire tíme problem of ehilqlrenrrranÌ<s wjt,h the fa.mi1¡¡ anrt comic

books as the I ea,:li nE etj ologi cal seaperoat,s of' ,'ìel i nqu-"n"y. "f 
1

Tt r"rould a.ppea.I. that, recreati-cx ean eontribute to the nrevenl,i-on

arrcl treatment of cj.eljnorrent,s and a,n atternnt r¡¡as marle jn thi.s

stucly to a.sses Íts siEnífi,eance for shonlífters"

The va,riables of t¡¡pe of artic-le taken a.ncl cost of

article ïrere sturiieri at sone clepth i,n the ChÍcago sturl¡r b¡r

Carneron and it rn¡as note,i t,hat these tv¡o vari.abl-es dj ffered be-

tween the sex(rs ar.d aÊre ÆroL1Þs.t'arbo"ns anrl Pri.nee, in the

Lonrlon sturly, eomþa,r.erl- Lhe t-rpes of artic-les taken by shonlifters

9Shuldon arid. Eleanor Gl-ueekr Unra.veli-ns Juvenil.e Delinqueney
Boston: Harvard University Press, 1950.
10T.c.N" Gi.bbens a,nrl Jovce Pr-inee gp-qü," p")-13.

llIttj.lton Barrenr The DelÍ.nor:ent ín SoeieLv lierv Ïork: Ál.fred A"
Frnopf 1.955 p.1?7 

"

l''u,tu"r' owen cameron -qpsçi!. p.l02.
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over a ten-year neriorJ ancl eoncluded tha.t there wa.s lit,tle cha'nge
ì2

i.¡ f,rrpes despite the ehanges í.n market,íns"-' Thu researeh grouÞ

also fe]t that the type a.nrl ec¡st of'the artícJe t,¿iken duríng Ùhe

act of shonliftins wou,lcl, d-eter.mine to some ext,er'.t whether the

chilcl was referrecl to Court for nrosecutlon.

The two sturJies on shonlíftjng b¡r Cameron, a.nrl GìT;bens

ancJ P:rínce place eonsj.d-erab1,e enphas|s on the aspeet of Ínrljvidua]

vs groun inr¡olvement Jn sho'"J jfting. Cameron sta,tes that the nro-

fiortíon of jurrenile age ehÍJrlren reeorrìeri, as t'lii.th otherst' (erou.,)

1t
at the tjme of anr)rehensj.on rlecrea.ses w:ìth agìe. Theories of

psycho-socla.l flevelopment 9f chilcl.ren have been hel-pful i,n a,ssess-

|ng p.r'ou.n or jndjr¡íjua,l ínvolvement in ,i'rveni-le shonlíftine" The

avera,qe aclofescent, finds his ¡nost, meenjngful emotjonal su-pnort a.n':l

unrlerstanrlinp i.n the elose companionshíp of hís peers a.ntl it would

seem tha.t the group-tt¡ne ínvolvement j.s eharaeteri.stie of the vol,l.rln

shonli fte::, as t.he yonnger he Ì.s, the more ljkel-rr it is Lhat he v¡jll
1q

be in a rtrol.''.p."''

Sj.nce shoplíft,ing has been mentioned as LreÌng a.n ísoJatecl.

t¡¡pe of clelinoueneyr it, r,ra-s felt that some consj.rlerat,ion shorrlrl be

gíven to the wa¡r in whj.ch the a1l-esa.tj,on is processecl, whether

Juclícíal].)¡ or non-iucticially, l'ia.ny iuvenile age ehíldren appre-

hended for shonli.ftins a.r'e ha,nrl-l-erì i,n a.n i-nformal wa]¡. A].so, the

avaíla.bjll.ty of t,reatment resources rne\¡ be a. chj.ef inflìl-ence in how

7-'"T"C.N. Gíbbens anrl Jo;lree Pr5nee

l4Ma,ry owen Came::on o!i-çi t " pp.

15IÞi4 p. r 03 "

op_.__ d!. p" 102

I 02-l 03 .
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a chilcl j.s referrerl anrl/or not referrerl to Cou.rt" The r¡revail-

ing nractjee of hanrÌlin.q referrals of the Court, v¡il1 infl"u-ence

the m-rmber of juveníl.es anpearing in Court anrl ean bias the sam-

ple as wel.l as the practice an,l polÍ-ci-es of st,nres wíIl determJ.ne

the number of chj.ldren referred to Court for prosecuti.on.

The research groun included the vari.able of fírst offen-

der vs repeater in the sturll¡ of iuvenj--le shopli.fters so a.s to

As,.uge the rlegree of recicJírrjsm a.s rorelJ a.s rliscern whether the lack

of arìequ.ate treatment facil j.ties for chilclren j.n the 0-11- age

group precípítat,es furbher rìel j-ncueney.

The number of siblSngs in -bhe hovne ancl el,hni.ci-ty were

felt, to be rela,ted. to the home sitr¡atjon; eLhnÍ"e oríein appears

to be elose1.y li-nkecl rrnth the varia.ble of geogranhi'c a.rea, whíeh

has been víewed as a, ke¡,r rleternLinant of rlelinquent behavíor"

Bloch anti Flynn concl-u,rì,e fron sturJies of cìel.inoueltt behavíor re-

l ated to geogranhi e area tha-t the ra,te of delinoueney decl ínes as

l6
one moves from the eent,er core to the nerinhery" The studí.es of

ehonl.ifters by Gjì:'bens and Prinee and Cameron make several sue-

cínct er:nclusions about the home a,d-dress a.nd the ethnÌe ori-gj.n of

manl¡ of t,he ehilrlren aÞprehenclerl for shonlÍftÌ.ng, as both varia-

bles have some bearj-ng on Lhe wa;r the rlÍ-sposÍtion is macle by the

Store offieials ancl the Court, personnel" Cameron eoncJud-es tha,t

rrthe same nrejrrrli.ce that, diserjminates raeial anrì other mínori.ty

groups into sltrm anrl shetto areas orerates in the same wal¡ to

l6Herbert A. Bloch and Frank T. Flynn
Offenr:ier in Arnerica Tod-av. Ns;¡¡ Ï6i^]ç:

Del i en The Ju
Ranrlom ouser lÇJ "1-'/9 "
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bring them tr: the at,t,entíon of the Court when they are involved

in l.a.w vi.olation". rt17

To ottr knov¡l erige, the::e har¡e !¡een no p::evÍotts stridies

wÍth ou.r nartieu.l.ar foctrs" t'e, therefo::e, forinrJ. iù val"uable t<l

rlraw upon related studies, na,k5"ng rrar'{,ier:-la-r reference to the

Chicago stu,Cy' of shonlifters by Cameron ancl bhe Lovldon study b¡¡

Gibbens a.nd Prinee. l¡IhiIe severa,1 writers enuncjatecl the causal.

faetors in clelinqrrent behavj.or" and the eonconi.ta.nt stresses and

pressure$ on the chíl.d and his fami.JJ¡, our area of concern in

this studlr has been on exanÍ.njns the cha.r¿cteristics of jrrveníle

shopl j.fters" Thr-rsr thís area was foeused- rrpon fn the review of

the Iiterature"

l'7Þlary 0wen cameron g.a-c*gÍþ. p" 181.
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CHAPTETI TIT

}MTHOD

The research stucly sets orrt to exam,i-ne the hypothesís

that there is a common bodi¡ of charaeterist,i.cs of irivenile shon-

lj.fters. The researeh Etlou-n wj1l endeårrour to ascertaín whether

different varja,bles are operai.Ì.ng i"n the eare of those ehilrlren

referrerl to Court a.s compareri. i;o Lhose children hand-lecl b¡¡ the

Store 
"

The resea,reh nrethod cieals wit,h a sptrei fi e set of pro-

cedures, r,,'hich includ-es the defi.nitions of the v¡orkíng vari.abJes,

the rlrafting of e scbedule eomnrisin¡z the va:riables unrìer stucl,ir

for the purpose of eollectjne the cla.ta (see åFIren,fíx A) anrì the

subseouent a.nal:fsis ancì. j.nt,ernret¿rtion of the data so as to meet

the reoui.rement,s of the stud¡r, The topic for the resea'rch sfudy

was seleetecl and clefíned anrL a sf,recific a.rea of focus anrl scope

was delineate,f . In formula.tíns the researeh probf.em, th::ee tasks

urere carri-ed out: 1) an i.mmersion i.n the subieet llterature

throueh group clíscussion at the l¡Ij-nnípeg Famil¡¡ Court and, four

Large 4epartment stores , 2) a revj,er,r of the existínq litera.ture

on the sub ject unrjer s'burl¡r a.nrl 3 ) an ex.perÍ-enee survev wherei-n

the research .e"r.ou-p eontactecl varíous people ínvoJ.ve.J i.n the sub-

ject, namely seeu.rÍ.ty Þersonnel. at the depertmen1' stores, Cit¡¡ of

't¡Ii-nnipeg Pol.i,ce offjci.als, nrofessi-ona.l nersonnel at the hlinni-peg

Fami 1:¡ Court anrì wi.th people who had been involved in p::ev5-ous
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resea.reh stuclies of shonlifting, The researeh sroun used unstrue-

tured- j.nterviews ln the ev,nerience survey because of the veryíng

oeeupati.ons of the people in the survey.

Pursrrant to the above tasks, the population of the

sùurl¡r was d.efinerJ: Ipnr¿l-g*t__íorl_o:[ the sturl.ï - chi l.dren under the

age of )& ¡rears who were ínvolveri in shonl.ifting rluring the lrear

of 19óÉ. The perrmlalion was li.mít,erJ to ehj.lrlren rtnrler 1.Ê ;rears

of age referv'erl to the Wí.nnj-pes,IuvenÍle and Femily Court, for

shopl.ifti.ng du,rÍng the t,ime perio,{ of 196Ê anrl to children uncler

1.8 ¡rears of age apnrehen,lerl for shonl-j.ft,j-ng ín a local r-lepa.rtrnent

store. I¿Ihen the problem anrl populatj.orì vrå.s definerì, a sehedule

was dra.fberl to sturl¡¡ the specific va.rj.a.bles, namely; age, sext

home si.tuat,ion, gracle plaee¡nent ín sehool, reerea.tS-on, the t¡'pe

of a.rti.cle taken rlurj.ng the a.et, of shonliftíng, the cost of the

artíele ta,ken, groun or indivìrìual í.nvo-l-vernent in the act of

shopli.fti.ng, whether the ehil4 lnrrolvc;cl- was a, first offender or

reÐea.ter, r^¡hether the rlelínqrreney r¡ra.s proeessecl juclieially or

non--iudicia,1ly, number of siblings, ethníe origin, anrl the home

a.dd-ress of the chí]d involved. the lhree varí.a'bles of reerea.tion,

number of siblirrss anc e'thnic oríp'Jn r^¡ere later clel.eterl. ( sec

appenrjix). The working ,lefÍ.nit j ons of the varíabl.es inclurlerl i-n

the seheclule are3 â. shonli.ftÍne - the steal.inp r>f arti.cl es ex-
pose,:1 for sa.--l e in a. shon clurine th.e hours
when the shon :is oÌ:ten for busi,ness.

bn Juve¡iþ - any ehi.lrt up to and ine.lurìi.ng
18 yea.rs of age.

co seë - ma.1.e or ferna,l.e.

do home situ.ation - r+râ.s C-efined by three cat,e-
gories :

Í) one narent farnj ly - j-ne-lurles s eparatecl ¡
dívoreerl., wi.dow, wirìower, deserteil pa-rent 

"
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íí) two Þarent, famÍ1¡r - inelìudes natural- parenbs

:lemarried narents a.ncl eommon-law u.ni.onsn

if.i.) o-thef - js meant to refer to chj.lrlrqrplaeerl jn
hornes or lnstítri-bÍ.ons out,sícle the natural home
sett,i.ng 

"

e. s.fe.de,_-pl_aggngn! * ís riefineri by three categorÍ-es:*T-a,on""t"r.ttu 
ua - ehi.l.rLren r:lacecl

followíns 
"cãlu;

6
"7

B

9
10

yeê,rs
yea.rs
yea,rs
yee.rs
years

G::arle ï
Gra.cle fI
Grade TII
Grarle IV
Gra,Je V
Gra.rìe Vf
Cirade \tJI

]¡ears - Ci:arLe
years - Grarie
years - Gracle
years * Grade
years * Cracle

Years *

1?

1.4

15
1"6

17
18

V]TT
TX

ïï
XII

1.1 ¡'s¿¡t
I 2 ¡rears

i.i ) Inappropriate srarle r'laeement - i s meant to refer
to placement when the ehli,rl clces not conform tcr
the above seå.] e"

ii.í) glbgI - refers lo employed., unemplo¡red or not attenrl-
íng schoo-l-.

fo recreation - the chilrlrs nenbershí P in a.n1¡ reerea.tj.ona.l
outlet.

g" elliglg, - ïrås .lefj.ned in seven eategorÍes:
i. ) fr:ocl

í1) cloth:inp:...\
r.r-'1 / toys
iv) nakeup and jer^¡el.rl¡
v) snortínp soods

vi. ) records..\vjí/ rniseelJa.neousr Ð"8" * ha.rdware j,tems, wal.J-ets,
eheap fl a.shlÍ,ghts "

ho eost of the arti.cle - t,he I ísted store þrl.ce.

Í. groUp - the presence of one or more aceomnliees.

-i" iUdfçia,l - v¡hen a chjld, anpears í.n Ju-veni,Je Corrrt
before a Presidinr Judse wî th referenee to the eharg:e
of shonl Ífti-ng.

k. non--iucticial - when a chi.lrJ is refered to Court hmt,
not, formall.r," ehe.rgerl .

1." fírst offenrler - anlr iurrenil-e wj.th no nt:eviou-s recorrl
of clelinquent beha.vior on the files at the store where
the chilrl ìs a.nprehencle.l..
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m. æpggkq - a iuveni-le who has beetr dealt vrith formally
or í.nformal 1y by an¡r 1""r enforeenent a-geney, se1 f-
eonf essi ons r¡Ii ll. be :ïncl rlrìerl ,

n, -siþli!.g.q - the nattiral brothers anrl si.sters in the
home or outsjrl"e the natrrra.l. horne settí.ng,

o" F!-çi-aL-qe-ryj,cp-4uXi! * a sturly of soci.al. servi.ees
needed- anrl a,.¡ailabl-e Ín l4et,ropoli.ta"n lii.nni neg eomnlet.ecl
in Ma.y, 1969.

Ìr. home_êdêgeg? - the ehi-lclrs nlaee of abocle a.t t,he t,íme
of aprrrehension" ?he home s,ddress is clivjded int,o t,he
followi.ng geosraphic â.rea.s as rlenoterl by the Socjal
Servi.ce Aurlitr

p-tifnafy_gqfg.e¿ea * area of soci.al dísr:rganízatíon
ffil probl.ens " Includes North Central
I¡ii.nnipeg, liorth Point l)ouq]as, Notre Ða-mer South
Point Dougla.s, West Central l¡'Iinnjpeflr South Centra,l
Wínni-pegr and Ðowntown lilj-nnj.peg,

secondary core area - area with I ess socí-a-]- clisorga.n*
i.zation. Burrows-Keewatín, i\i6¡¡¡ Ei-nnipegr l]orth
East l.,rinnineg, Osborne a.ncl 'West Fort Rouge.

outer a,rea - i-ne-ìudes 'Su-burban areas , areâ. of soejo-
economi c stabi-líty. Elmnrood, Ideston, Il'lest'¿JínnÍpeg:
$lorl,h Ri.ver l{eÍghts, CrescentwoorJ-, Southwest, lìíver
HeÍ,g.hüs¡ Souteast iìjr¡er Heíght,s a.irrl East Fort RouFe"

iv) out of l,own - ís meant to refer to the area locatecl
outsi-cte Ì{etronol itan'¿Ji"nnipeg,

q. .9!eïg - the Hucìson Iì¿-1' Dsp¿¡trnent Store ín Ï'Ii¡¡ipuO.

The research eroup besan collectÌng da.ta. ín terms of the

varl-abJ-es a.t the l'ii.nnípee Juvenile and Fami.L.¡¡ Court jn 0etober1196Ç,

The group pemsed al-l l.ntake referra-l sheets for the given year of

196Ê. The ínta,ke referral sheet ofl eaeh jnrti-vírlual intake proba.t,íon

officer denoterl the fj.le numtrer., name, ase and the alleeed delin-

quency of eaeh child referr"erl to the Court" The por,ulat,ion was

linri-tecl to the chi.lclren referrerl to the Court, who were not on pro-

batjon durj.ng the tinne period of 196Ê. JuvenÍl-es referueri to the

Court for shonlíftins were se-.leeted fron the intake referra,l sheets.

L)

tl. /

rl.r /
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Once this was rloneu vre d::ew the files renresenting the sample

popr:latíon a.nd- recorded the a.vaíla.blle ria.ta to the scherlule of

va,rÍab].es, /" sample r'¡a,s t,aken of the shorrlÍfting refer:'al.s

durS.ng the months of Januart'an,l Febr"ua.ryr L968t and the scherlule

of va-rj-a.b]es was applíed and the clata pertinent t,o eaeh varíatrle

was crrlleetecl for the þurnose of analysis. Subsecuent invesi;j-

gaLÍ.on of the eollectecl rla.ta from the Court samnle of the nofl.ths

of Januarl¡ ancl Febrrrarï¡ 1968, re¡¡ealerl that the three va.riables

of recreat,ion, ethnÍc oríein, a,nd nutnber of sib,linr{s were seldom

i'ncl'urlerj i'n t'he sourees of clata, na'rnell¡ the case assessment form

compl'eterl. by the nrobat,jon offi.cev s:ç1rlf or the Poli.ce Report whÍch

was forwa,rdecl to the Court. 
"

The mernbers of the resea.rch sroup eontacted the seeuritv

personnel at the Store and å r,emsal of lhe case na.teria.l of Juven-

j.Ie shopl-ifter.s was macLe so as to det,ermi.ne whether the Store Ìrarl

informatÍ.on on t,he varj.ables of recreation, ethnic ori-gin,: âñd

si.bl.inps, The fjles at the Sltore also la.cked- eonsistencv wl.th re-

gard to information of these va.r.ja.bles and the resea,rch prouu subse-

quentl.¡r deleLeci the variables of recreaLíon, ethníc orjgln ¿nrl sib-

lincs from the schedule. The reviserl scheclul-e consisted of ten

varj.ables in r¡hÍch the ase va.ri.abJe vra.s dirrjd.ecl ínto three €ryoups

r) o-r: ]rears b) l2-1À J,,ea,rs anrl c) l5-rg year:s,

Subsequent perusal of the i.ntake referual- sheets of eaeh

p:roba1;ion officer aù the Uinnjnes Juveníle a.nrì Fami]y Couv't for the

stat,erl tÌme periorl revealeri that 212 chí],:ìren uncler the ag'-e of lÊ

]¡ears were referued for the alleeation of shonlift,lng" lì\lrther i-n-

vestigation of the intake referral sheets of each proha,tion officer

revealed- that two probatÍon offi.cers ctiri not,::eport a sinele al,le-
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gati.on of shopliftine durj-ng the ti.me nerjod. Corlrt personnel

anrl. the former int,a.ke sunervisor indÍca.ted the possi.bÍ-lity that

the two probati-on officers may have placed shonl.Íftj.ng in the

cateEory of theft" From a rand-om sa.mnle of the referral in the

eategory of theft on the intake referral sheeLs of the two pro-

bation offJ.¡ters r¡re were able to estímate an adrtitional.24 eases

of shor,lift,inE for 1968. Thusr the tota.l- number of juvení.le

shonlífters was 216. H6'¡syst, the research ¡rrou.Tr eol-leet,ed. raw

stabi.st,ical date, on t,he 212 eases clefínÍ.tely reported as shop-

1.ífti.ng" The test seherJ.ule uras app]iert to Social Assessment, anl/

or Pol,i-ce Renort in eaeh file anri mat,erial rel.eva,nt t,o each varí-

abJ.e rtas col I ecterf 
"

The revi.serl test scheduleu eonsÍ.sting of the ten va::i-

ables anr1 the th.ree âqe groups hra.s apnl.ie¡l to Jrrvenil.es apprehen-

derl in the Sf,¡¡s duríng the yea.r of 196Ê" The resear"eh grorln

wa.s nrorrj rìed wi th the materj aJ of al l. âpnrehensÍ_ons , jurrenÍ I es

an'l arJults, at the St,ore anrl the grouÐ seÊregatecl the Juvení]-e

shoplífters a,s Lhe groun for: study anr,l. jnvestieatíon. The number

of .iuveníles selected from the Íltore v¡as 567. The noErlation for

the researeh was select,ed b¡r takíne every nj-nth chÍlcl at ranclorn

as ê. sample of al-l the juvenile shonlifters apnrehenderl ín the

St,ore. Then each ease reeorcl was applied to the sarnnle. The pre-

Lest of the sehedu-l-e was na.rle on sone 64 ehílrlren at the Store anrl

the stu.ì;r of the ea,ses revealerl that the infornation fo:: the ten

varj.pbles cor.r.J¡l be CeriveiL frcrn t,he ,Store recorcls" The data. pertf-
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nent to eaeh vari-a.ble in,the sehedu-l-e wô.s d.er:ivecl from the case

reeorcls at the St,o::e and was tal:uJ.at,ed for subsequent analysis 
"

Grr rlata for anal¡rsis, then cônsi.sted of ìnformation

cJerjved frora the flles at, the Ì'íinníneg.Iuveni,le a,nri Fa.míly Cour.t,

anrl from t,he fil-es of the Secrrr'íty Deoarf,rnent of the St,ore, with

the schedul.e nf ten vari a,bl-es rrserl for both sa.mpl-e grotlps ê
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ANALYSTS

The fj.rst maior step Ín the analysis of the eoll-ectecl

clata consísted of tabulat,ing, by means of the variables, the rlata.

pert,inent to the ouest,i.on posed bl¡ the hypothesís, tha.t 5.s, is

there a body of cha.ra.cterl.sties eommon to juvení1e shopïifters.

The researeh groun aJ.so set, out to explore the operatj-ne var"íables

rlj.stinmrishÍng chi-lrlr:en referred t,o Corrv't from those a.pprehendecl

at the Store, 5.n ord.er to ascerta.in clj-fferences i-n eharaeteristj"es

of shorrlj.fters from the two Êroups. The fi-rst, analysls r"eveals

t,he clÍstributi.on of juven:iles aprrrehenrled for the allesatÍon of

shoplíftíng anri referred 'bo Court anrÌ those juirení.l.es apprehencied

for the same a,lJ-egation at the Élt,ore n We were thus abl-e to deter-

mine the nroportíon of ehi.lrlren j.n the ag:e groups of 0-11 years,

12.-l.b l¡ears anrJ ,15-1Ê vears" The fì.naings are shov¡n i-n !'Ìgure 1.

t/p
of

TNVOLV.OI\,ÍJINl
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It, can be not,e¿ that Ê1 of 21 2o or 38'?:/" of t'he referraJs

to t,l"re Court r,turing the year of 196t eonsisteC of chj.lrlren unrier

the age of 1,2 years; in the sample deri-vecl frorn the rlepa.rtmenf store

L52 of 567, or 26"8% were chiJ.dren unrJer the a.ge of T2' years" The

sÍgní.fi ca.nt number of ehllclren in the 0-11 age eategor:¡ nay be at-

trÍbuted to bhe fact bha.t the yorrngeT'ehiJd, unattenrLecl in the eon-

fínes of ühe Store i.s more 1.i,kely to arou,se suspi.ci-on atrd surveil-

lance by Stnr"e personnel" The seeurit¡l' personnel ma¡r a.lso be l.ess

'bhreateneci b¡r the ehtlrlren v¡í.thín this age qroup and bhis faetor

ma;¡ aceelera,te aporehenslon" fn tte 12-1& age group e 22'7 of the

total samp3e of 56? from the -etore or hA'fr were inclurlerl whereas

the Court samp] e was 77 of 212 , or 36.3!/o. The large number sf

chj-lclren in thjs age groì.rp is noted. in tha.t the e?rí.lclren i.n early

a.clolescence are l.ikely t,o begi.n testjne l.jmi.ts and conbrols as

they erna,nci.pa.te thernselves from the home situati.on. Alsn, t,he

ear'lt¡ aclol,escent, g¡oup ane more prone to advertising t,eehnio¡es

anr! peer F-,roup pressures than the 0-11 age Êroup ancl the 15-18

age qrourJ anrl a.::e more vulnerabl-e to delinquent actj-vit¡r to cope

wíth the needs and rlema,nrls Blacecl on them" In the 15-1S age cate-

Êory¡ the number of ìnvol.vements ín shorlíft,í.ng rìeclinerl ín both

sample fzrouE,se It is interestj-n¡¡ to note that the peak peri.orl for

the ínvol,vement j-n shonlíftine ín the Court samnLe is the 0-11 age

group whi.le the neak period i-n the Store sample wa,s ín the 12-14

å.ge frroup.

The sex r"tistrlbution of the two sroups u-nrter stucl,l¡ i s

shown in Table I.
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TABI,E Ï

PR.OPORTION OF MALES AIUD FE}4ALJTS

TN STORI' AI{D COURT

COI.JRT STORE

Ile.le F ¡

?90 nryt7L2.6 B6

0f the total of Juvenile shoplífters apprehencled at the store

277 ar 567 or LrÊ.y'Ã were females whíle at the Court 86 of 2L2 ot

h1."7% vlere fen€,-l-e. It, ean be notecÌ t'hat the sex of the shon-

ljfter ma.;¡ be a rlet,ermíninp: faetor a.s to whether the ehí]d Ís re-

ferre,:L to Court," lrlhile the d-a.ta indicatqs that there ís little

difference in íncidence of shoplifting between meles ancl females,

it also reveals that fenales apnrehenclerl for shopl-ífting are less

lilcel¡¡ to be referrecl to Court, for rrossíble prosecut:lon'

I¡Ie further classifierj the distríbution of families

based on the fi let{ recorcJs of the Court and of the St'ore in order

t,o rietermi-ne the rlegree of famll¡r stabi-lit¡r and famÍ'Jy ínstabílÍty'

The home situatj.on an,:l relat,ed data is shown in Fiþ;rrre II a.nd

Fimrre III on the follornrinE pa.se"

2.9 25 97 91

¿+1
"A

109 r-16

56 25 8¿'- 68
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FIGUTIE IT

HO¡48 SITUATION OF MATES

AT COURT AND STORE

FIGURE ITI

HOME SITUATTON OF FEMALES
AT COURT AND STORE
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Ït ea¡r be not,ed that t,he niajor portj.on of shopl-i-fters

:from both the gror:,ps unrler sùucl.v were from two-parent homes " 0f

t,he Csurt sarnple, l.3l- of 2]-.2 or' 61..8% were from bwo-pa,rent famili,es"

There is a sí.gnj-.fl_ieant, propor:tÍon of ehÍldren untler 12 years of age

who ar"e referrecl to Court from one-parent fa.nÍli.es, as the Court,

sanple of females ín the O-l.l a.ge groun d,enotes the faet that h\'ifr

v¡ere.flrom one-Barent famílj.es. Ïn thi-s aqe Êroup o:fl t?re rna.l-e samnle

at the Court, 34 "7/o were .flrorn one-na::ent families" The 1961 Census

of Cana-da , publishecl in 1967, by the Dorninion Brrreau of S¿¿¡is¿1"n

reveals the t,ot,al nurnber of fa.milies,ìn Canada to be hr1h7,7.hh" 0f

this t,otal, 3rB0Or02.6 are two-p¿.rent fa,mili.es. There axe ila7 rle1.8

one-Ba.r:ent farni-li-es or Ê.3/' of the total number of flamilies. The

clata shov¡n in Ta.ble I and 'fabl-e II support, our initial assuntnt,i-on

that famil-y breakdown a.ppears to be a motivatins fa.etor in delin-

ouent trehar¡ior! a.lso, the above d.¡ta rer¡eal that the age groun of

0-11 has the most, si gnfficant number of one-parent fami"lies ancl it

can be inferred that the referral to Court of the ehild in this age

grôu.p ma.y be l,Ìre enri result of s. rleterloratíns home sÍtttation.

The rlat,a derlved from the variable of school performanee,

shows tha-t of a total mrnber of fernales in the two stttcly qroups,

363, jrl, v¡as found that 308 were attenciing sehool." 0f the 30Ê abt,end*

ins school, 9l or 29.5'l were in inanpropriate grade pl.acernents, The

total number of males in the tr¡ro samnles was À.16" 0f thí.s total,

3?,5 weye atterrcJinp sehoo1 a.rr.ì of the school.-g:oine popula.tionr 1l+5

or hh.6'fl were j.n i¡¿npropríate E"rarje plaeements. The unknovrn quaR-
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tft:r ln the ma,le samþJe v¡as 53 and i.n the female sampl-e l-0 were

unknown. The two stuc!;r grour)s, as shor¡n1 ín Table ÏT reveal. tha.t

a si.gnj-fica.nt number ofl chil-dren i.nvo]ved Ín shoplÍfting ï¡ere ex-

periencÍng problems jn the school se'bti,ng.

TABLJT TT

GRADE PLACE}ENT OI- I\4,ALES AIID FEMAIES
OF THE TOTAL SAMPLE OF
JUV]ilTIIJI SI.IOP],T ¡'TERS

10l+59r41 11
aJ_ I

533Ê1l+5180

Not Knorr¡rotherïnå,pnr"\pprofr"
Ma.le

Tot,al -41

Femal.e
Total-36

In the pemsa.l of the dat,a rieri.ved frorn the tv¡o sampl"es

in rela.t,i.on to the tyfie of artleJe taken, ít wa,s founcl that there

j-s a. difference in the tvpe of artieJe talcen betv¡een the males anrl

females; the female popula.ti.on a.t the Court had a high íncídenee of

elothing and me.ke-up es the artícl e taken rlurS.ng the aet of shoB-

liftíng, while at the Store nnke-up and .jewelry were the most eom-

mon article taken. In the nale sa,mpJe, the most frequent art:leles

taken were a.rticles clesj-gnaLerl a.s miseel]aneous. The females took

¿goocls rela,ted to personal" neerìs whÍ-le the broad speetrum of artjeles

placed in the n¿iseella.neorrs eategory 5nCÌeates that males are less

l j.kely to shonlj.ft personal artj-cl.es.

The research groun al.so notecl a signifícant clífference

in the average eost, of the artl-c1e taken, L,etween the ma.les ancl fe-

males ín the samp-le str,rdíecl at the Court ancl the Store, The a.verage

cost of the article taken at the St,ore ra.s {Þ?,29, whÍ).e the average
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cost of 1;he a,rtícle taken b¡r chilrlren referrecl to Court

ras $16"?8. The avera,ge eost of the a.rtjel-e taken b¡r fema.J-es

was $14.30, anrl l:l¡ maLes ít was fig"'l?" The fact that t,he averase

eost of the arti.cle t,aken bv chílrlren referuecl to Court is more

that twi-ee as greå.t as the aver:aee va-lue taken from ùhe Store suß*

qests that the value of the artícle ta.ken j-s a det,errnining faetor

a.s f,o whether the child Í,s refer"rer! to Court for Broseeutíon"

The groun anrì j.ndivírlual j.rrvolvement in the ¿rct of

shopl-íft5"ng was studíed by t,he group and the fj nrlings are shor,m ln

Table ÏTÏ 
"

TABLE IIÏ
GROUP ïì,t-Dï VL DtJfiT,

PARTÏCIPA.TTON
Ti[ SHOPI,ITi'TIi{G

0-11

Tobe.l. - 93 Tot,al-1,40

12*1h

Tot,e,1- 155 Total.-150

1.5 -1.8

TotaL- 1-16

Court and- Store
l4a.1es

78,S',Ã 7S "6/"

l-"

81 .9Á

l.

6Ê,6/"

61.,2.'ñ l+7 .6/"

:
Group l_a' ,j Inrìirrjrìual 

= 
I\lot, linown

Totel.-1.26
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The charbs c¡f th.e age Êroups of the qroup-i.ndi"vi rlua.l

i.nvolvernen! in shonlifting revea,].s tha,t the aet of shoplj.ftj"ng is

a group-type of rleU.n,quene¡r for a.11 age Êroups. The presence of

thr grorrn Ín shop1.Ífti.ns i-s inversel.¡r propo¡ti.ona-1- to the age ofl

the chilrJ. It, ea.n be nof,ecl that ln the l5-lÊ age group of both

samnl-es there is a low ineí enee of the Presence of one ol" more

accompJ.ices in the aet of shonlìfting" The Þrop:ressí,on from the

]rounger shonlifter to the older shonlifter indie¿.tes a movement

towarri the takíng on of an a-rJult, patt,ern o1' 5¡¡ijrridual shopl.j.ftj-np'"

The variable relatirrl to repealer anrl first offend.er was

exa.mj.nerl t,o rletermine whether iuvenj"'le shonli.fting eonstitut,es the

onl:r rlelínc;uent a.ef,irrjtlr f'or the fjrst offender or vrhether ín facf

the largest Bort:ion of chí-]-{ren anprehen{etl for shorrlifting are re-

peaters" In Table IV the number of first offencìers a.nrl repeaf,ers

j.n both samnles is shown, r:sÍne a.qe e¡d set as dífferentíals'

TABLE IV
PROPORTIO}I OF IiAT,E .4.À]D FEI,{ALB I,'ÏRST

OFFNNÐET.¿S A}IÐ RIIPIIÁTIIRS AT THIJ COURT Á]üD STORE

F]RST OI¡F]INDÌffi,S IìEPTÎATERS

I12.3ö5658ÀC)739l1-22.O7102lotal

0373).\2.612222...Õ6570L5_18

l35¿.jI+i72323hõ827012.-11+

06t_80I2T31g3510605i)-11

Court
I'{ F N,K

[jtore
I{ -T-_U 

. r<.lvt

Court
FTK,t4F

Store
ffin*AG¡)

Figrres ín Table IV revee,l that ín the total sample of

the two groups u-nrler sturt¡r (llg) ¡ 56Lv or ?2.4'Á are first offenrlers
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while l-91 or 2t+"5"/, are reneåters" 'I'he most vulnera.bJe Ê'roulr ofl

repeaters is the o-11 ma.le groun in hol;h the court ancl sbÕre

sanrnles. In bhe Cotu:t samnleo 1Ë of a tota'J of l+2 or lc "tÌ:,lo ate

repeatels" In the Store sampl e, 27 of 1l¿9 or th.,l.- are reneaters"

llhe nrrmber of retrea.Ler,q in the 0-ll male age qroup mprl¡ be the re-

sult of the fact t,hat, the Court refers chilriren in this age group

to'bhe Chilrlrents ltid Societ¡r of lrli¡¡5peg anrl the eap ín follow-

up servi,ces' nay ímpel a ehild to frrr"ther ,:lelinouent activit¡¡"

Da'ba, was eofJee'L,ed on the methorl emnlolled b¡¡ t'he Court

anrl Lhe store ín hanrllin.E, the allesation of shon-Liftjng" These

fi¡,:ures åre revee.leri jn TabJe V.

TÂBLE V

PROPORI]ION OF' CI{II,])I¿JLN }.IANI_TLED JI]DICIALLY
AND NON-JUDICIALI,Y I}.] STORE AND COURT

Court Tot 
"a1 a

St,ore l'ot,
567

5OÊ.t.)20

002].1+I
N.K"otherllon-Jurl ,Jud 

"

Of tne total samnl " 
(ryZq) of both the Cor:rt a.nrl lhe St,ore,

the or:teome of 5 ea,ses wa.s unknown, 'leaving a samnl e af 771¡. 0f the

t,ot,al samnl e of 77L, ?Ê ot 3,1,,'Ã were referrecl, to Court, for proseeutim"

It ean tre notecl that, ín the Court sa.mnler 8 or 3,Ê!f snpeare'd- ín Oourt

while 2Or+ or 96,2/. were hanri-]erl non*iudjcially b¡r the probatíon officer"

In the Sjtore sa.mnle o 2Ct or 1.5% were prosecu-ted rrrhíle 5t+?. ot 96"tv'.tr were

han,:llecl n6n-i¡.llctal llr by t,he seer:ritv þersonnel . The low jneirlenee of

proseeu,tÍ.on hl, t,he Court j-s eonsj.sl;ent r.^¡i+h otrr fjn'ti.nqs noLeql in the

da.ta. of first of'fen,Je:: and renealer v¡hereín i b wa.s staterl bhat 72,t+"/'

of 'f,he chilclren in the two santnles \^Iere fi.rst, offencJers. As the usr:al
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proce.l.ure of the court and the store ís not to prosecrrte fj-rst offenclers

ít was felt tha.b ttris factor wolilcl reflect, in the sma-1"1. number of .iuven*

ile ehil,:lren bei.ng re-ferred to Court an.ì actua-Jllr a.nr'earÍng in Court

for dÍsposí.{:i-on.

To cletermine the geographie a.rea of the home aclci::esses of

the iuveni.les of the Cotirt sampl.e a.n,l. the Sjtore santnle, the reseerctt

group useri t,he msp cj.esignecì bl¡ the Éjoe:ï.a.l Servj.ce Âudít" The ma,p

ínflic.qted the nrímary core at'ear the seconda.r:¡ core area, enrl the

rtu.ter aree..s of lie-t,ronoljl;an l'Iinnìpeøo The map i,s shown in Figur"e ÏV.

ülest, St, " Fau.l

Asslniboía,

Cha.rleswood

Fort
Garuy

Prj.mar]. Core Áree.

Secon,:Jar-r' Core Area

Outer Area, and
Suburbs

tal.\¡
St"

120

Q¿

Boníface

110Sb . Ja.rnes
rarìseona

rJon

Kildonan
Northq

Kj I Conan
0:l.rl

Ea-st
St. Ps.ul

PRII'4/LRY AND SÌICONDARY COii,I i\IìiriÂ Ïi'l Ì"üiT}Ì,OPOLITAN I,''iINNIPEG
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The numberecl seeti-ons of each area are not,erl as:

the p::5.mary eÕT"e a,reâ eonsjstine of ;
I0l+ - itlorth Centra.l. l¡Iinnjpeg
LA5 * lJorbh Point Dorrglas

1-0å - C.P"R, - IIot,re Da.n'e

109 - South Point Douglas

111 - ltiest Central lirti-nni-peg

l-12 * South Central 'rtrjnniç,eg

113 - Do:¡¡ntown'rfinnípeg

the second.ary coi:e area, consist,í.ng of ;
I0l - Buruows-Keewat,ín

102 - No::th T,lri.nnipeg

I03 - North llast 'vii nnj nepr

1-16 - Osborne

11.9 * ì{est Fort RouÊe

the area desåqnaleri as rrouterfr eonsi.sti.ng of ;

1.06 - Elmwood

137 _ Iileston

11,0 - West, vilj.r'rnineg

1-l-¿l - Itlorth R1ver l1eíEhts

115 - Creseentwoorl

117 - Southwest, River Hef.ghts

l-lÉ - Southeast RJ-ver Heí.phts

120 - East Fort, Rouge

- The Suburban areâs of Metropolitan Ï"innípeg"

The number of ju.reníl.e shopl.ifters al, the Court, anrl the

Store resirlS-ng i-n l;he va,ri ous ar:ea.s of WinnÍneg are shov,n in Table

VÏ on the fol.lowing page. Ït, shoukl be noted that the tabl.e díst,in-

gui.shes between those t'outerrr areas which are numbered above and the

Suburban areasô
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lABL}i V]

GEOGRAPHTC AJTTTAS OF CI.ITI.,DREN OF THE

COURT SAI,{T'LE ,/\ND TI-IE STORS SAMPI,E

lOVtí567100ø21.2Total

l+ "I'/'
t276 "5',fr35Not Known

9,5%l+97,91'l+Out of Tov¡n

33 "o/'1Ê?ï5.l.',ÃaaSuburban Areas

]-1"gÃ6720.3/"h3Outer l¡Jinni.peg

g 
"5%53T6.OF,3hSeconrlary Core

33 "r/'i"8Ê30,?,{,6l+Prima.ry Core

t¡umueËÆ Ø

VL'LII'U
Nrmbff-lArea

The above figrres indica.te that tho juvenile shoplifters

in the two sample grouþs rlo not reside i'n one particular area, trut

rather there j.s a sca.tterÍ"rrg of a,:ldresses throughout 'tltlíntrípeR.

l\pproxÍ.nnatelv one-third of the ,ÍuvenÍle shoplífters from both sam-

ples resi,Je ín the primary cor:e a,rea," ln eomr:arison, -?5't+/, and,

lrl+"8/, of the iuvenjle shopl.i.fters from the Court anrl t,he Store res-

pecti.vely, J.íve ín the outer areas o:[ Metropolita.n fiinnipeg. Ïf

f)ri.ma.r¡¡ anrl seeonda,ry core areas Í.n our sa.mples Are taken together,

one notes th.aL,6ver half of the ,iuvenll.e shoplifters.lìve in areg,s

of soei"al clisorganízati.on.

The Soeial Serviee Auclít indieates that, fn 1966, approxí-

ma.tely'9/412$7 people resj-.l-erl ín the nrimary ancl seconrla,ry eore êreaso

In comr;a,:rison, anproximate].y 2571005 resi.lecl j-n the ci-t¡¡ of Wí¡¡j-psg,

and, 211"r75h in other rnunicí.Bal.j.Lí.es. Therefore, the poprrlatíon dís-

tribut,ion aecentuates the fact t,ha.t there are ân inorrlinate number
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of shoplifters ín the cc)re å,reê.s. It is especíal1¡¡ ínteres'bj-¡g

t,o note that, a.l-though the prime'¡:lr eore erea acsor"rJing to the

Soeial Servi.ee Aucll.t ha.s on1¡r 1*"5'/, of the total mel,ro poçmla,tion,

30"2,1, of shorrljfters referrerl. to Cou-rt were frorn thi.s area while

only 15 "1% of the sironJifters so referred were from l,he Suburbs

whjch ha,ve 19.5% of the total metro Tromrlafliein. This woulrl mean

that the per canita ratio of shoplj-fters from the eore area. í.s

að least four ti.mes greater tha,n from f,hs Srrburbs with respeet

t,o the Court sample, From the Suburban area a compari-son of the

number of shoplifters in the two groups Ís also ra.ther sisnificant"

The cta.ta. of the Court sample rerreale,í Lhat, j2 or 15 "1ß were chilrl-

ren from the liuburban area whj].e the Store sampls reveal.erl tha,t

ll.tl or 33,2:/' resideci in the Subur"bs, It ean be staterl that there

i"s a, hieh íncirJenee of iuveníle shopJ j.ftinE amcnq chi.ldren from

the Suburbs, r¡6¿ these chi.ldren are not referrerl to Court" Ït can

be fnferrerl that ùhe home ad,rlress of the juveniJ.e shonlifter is a

rìetermini-ng fa.ctor i-n whetber a chíkl ís referred to Court.

The proportíon of ehi.lrlren residing in the seeùi-ons of

the prjmanr core area i-s shown. jn Table VÏT"
TABTE VIÏ

PROFORTICN O¡' CflTLDRÌI}í OF IJTCRU AND

COUIIT IROM PRTI,IARY CORE AREA

"5F,
1113 2"s'frl4

h.77"l-01,12 9,zfr52

g 
"6%5hh,7%t011-1

0109 00

5,77'T2L0Èì 5 "t+/.31

9I-ctg 1")',fra1l+,?:%

1,O "It%
22l0l+ 5 "1/"29

Area
Ttlumber %i\umber' %Prímarv Core
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0f pa,rtÍ.cular interest r¡Iå.s the hi.gh nroport5.on of juve-

n:i.l-e shopliflters from the sectj.ons of the Þrimê.ry t:ore a-rea desi-g+

natecl a.s 1.0ll anrL lll . 0f the juveni.le shonlifters referred to

Cr:urt 7O"l*'ñ resíded j.n lO/+ while 9"6,4' af the ehildren apprehendetl

at, the Store resiclecl in 11.1. The Social 'servi.ce Aurlit ha.s staterl

that these two seetj.ons of .Lhe primarv eore ålrea ha.ve the hi-shest

i.neidence of ,juveníle ctelínquenetre wi.th the ratío being 50-75 per

1000 popul-a.t j.on. Our data wou]'¡-ì. sur¡pest that shop-t.iftjne by iuve*

niles does not âppeð.r to be an isofated type of ,:ìeli.ncuene¡¡ but

rather it anpears tha-t, shopl j ftinÊ by children fits j-nt,o the clelín-

quency patLern of the eommunity"

The resiclence of chjlrtren ljvjng in the secondary eore

a.rea i s shornn in Ta,trle VÏIT 
"

TATJL.Ð \TIÏÏ
PROPORTTONT OF CHTLD}IÌI}] OT STORE AI';ID COUIìT

FROI'{ SECONDARY CORE AREA

flable VIIT shows bhaí the higlest proportion of juvenlle

shopl.ifters from the seeon.lary eore a.rea. v'esirle ín seetlon 102 in

both sampl-e groups. This fs the seeti.on whÍch shows the hÍglest

ínei,rienee of iuvení.le del-inc,uency in the seeonrlar¡r core ê.rêå. å.e-

cor.rling to the Soe íal Servi.ee AuciÍt.

1"8:ßl+1l-9 L"g/,10
"5%300116

h,7/.10103 2"1,/'T2

14 3.7%2.I6,6Ál-02

2.â/.6l-o1 1.,8%7

olþNumberjeeonria.ry
)ore area.

ö7
loNnmber
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In sut¿marlzine the resuJts of the analysis fn relati"on

t,o the h¡rpothes5.s, the r.esea.reh P.lroup fi.n,ls that there are severa.l

cha.racteristies corïmon to both the Court and the Store populat,iont

but there are also some cha,ra.cterísti.es peculíar t,o each samnl,e group"

In the variable of home situat,íon, both groups support fhe

fact that the iuvenile shopllfter is more likely to come from a one

parent farnÌly¡ thoush in the Corrrt samBle thi.s rnlas ntore rrronou.neerl-,

esrleeialll' ln the under fwelve grottrlo

Rela.ting to the ¡¡aríable of qrorrp-inrìivi.chral, the ehil.rl

ís rnore líkel:¡ to shonlift Ín 3. groupc Al"so the majority of juve-

niles wÍll be first offenrlers.

In both poptllat,-î.ons süu'Jíecl the juvenÍJes wil-1 come Þl:e*

donnjnantl¡r from the core area,r though in the Court samp}e t,here are

four tímes as many from ttre core a,rea a,s from the suburbs. In t,he

Store samnle this decreases to tr¡ro ancJ a hal.f lìm.es a.s må.nJ¡o

In the va,iriable of sehool, pl.aeement, a hi-gh nroportion

of juvenÍles are ine.ppropria,tel:¡ B1¿reed in p:ra.d-es, t,hj-s is partic-

u1a.r13' sígni.fi.cant flor t,he male sroup"

Several chara.ct,eristics emerge which ar"e unÍ"que ùo each

popu}¿tion qroìl_p. In the age disLrÍ-bution, at the Court the Jarges¿

nrrmber are founcl j-n the unrl,er trn¡el ye grÕup, a.nd. at the $tore the

J argest proporti on falls int,o the tn'elve 'bo fourteen age grouÐ.

Tn rel.ati.on to the vari able of sex, at the Store there

f s an even proportíon of males ¿rnd fenal-es while at the Court there

ís a dÍsproporLionately high number of inal..eso

Ïn the variable of geographie locatÍon, proportionat,ely

tvrice ð.s many shoplj-fte¡s:in'bhe Store sa,rnple, as ín the Court

sample are from the suburbs "
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CI{/IFTEÌì V

CONCLUSTONS

A eroup of 2I? .ÌuveniJes known to lJre¡ 'lnljnnineg Juvenj'Je

a.nrl Familv Cou-rt and 5(>7 .{uvenj.Les known to the Hurlson Ba'r Com-

pany Sltore were stuclied by a sehedtrle consi.sting of ten variabf.es'

The hypothesís tested v¡as to ,rJetermÍne whether there i-s

a body oÊ charaeteristics common to jurrenile shonljfters; a.l,so,

the research group explored the oneratinq v¿¡rie.bl-es distÍ ng¡ishi.ng

chilrlren apprehenclec'l- at the Store ¿rn.J Lhose ehi.ld::en referrer:l to

Court. l¡Ie seJecterJ the tv¡o sources of stu.rl;q as we fel't i.t, would

rrrovj rje us wj-th a.n extensive antl. j,ntensíve view of the nhenomenon

of ,juvenile shon-!i fting,

The summary of the ana3.ysi-s revealed" a, common borìy of

ehara.cteris|ics of both sa.nrr,le groups: a) in the v¿r|¡-bl.e of hone

situation the iuveníle shonlifter ïIes more l-i-kelw to eome from a

two-parent fam5-l.yn b) relatins fo the varj.able of group-in,Jivi.dual

partícipation j.n shonl.íftine', the iuveníf e chi.lrl is more likel:¡ t'o

shonlifb Ín s. grouþ, c) t¡e maior nort,ion of shonJífters ¿,cre first,

offenrlers, d) the children resí',1e prerlominant}y ln the core &rea

ancl. u) :tt school. rrl-acement, a. hieì prorrortion are Ín íne,nproprl"ate

crade placement.

several charaeterj-sties emerge which a.re uníque to each

sample qrou.n. In the ase r-ìi.stri.bution, ât the Cou::t, a s]Í.ght,l¡r

hígÌÌer per eentaqe a.re founcJ in the O-11 age eategory. At the

Store, the larsest pronortÍ.on falJs i.nt,o the 12'-llt age groupo In

the varia.ble of sex, there i.s an even propcrrtion of males and fe-
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ma.les ín the Store sernnle, vrhile at, the Court t,here ie a rl'ispro-

portionat,eJrr high number of males" In t,he va,ría.ble of geoqraphi.c

loeat,ion, pronortionately trvlee ss manl.r shonlífters ín t,he Courb

saÍìple as in the Íif,o¡s samnle are -from t,he core area$"

It was foun6 tha.t the a,versse value of artieles stolen

jn the Cour"t sannle I¡Ias tvrjee the avera.ne val.t:e of the artieles

stolen i-n the Store sampJe"

In the a,rra.1,¡rsi s r:f ortr _dat,a. tr¡ro C.i sti ncT paLt erns errol rred:

the y6r¡gsters in the 0-ll a,ze f:rôrln a.re excluderl from nroseeutÍon

b¡¡ the Juvení1e DelínoirenLrs Actr l.et this group consLj-tutes a. signf-

fica.nt, number of chilrlren referrerl t,o Court llor sltonliftjng" 'llhe

ehi ldr.en in this acre grou,tr -in.,ljcate sl.'nntoms of famS-1y in*ql,ahilitl¡

as measr,r,rerl b1' the varia.ble of home sittlatj o-rl . Vüe founrl these

chÍldr.en tend to be pro.l-uets of one-parent, homes¡ are more li.ke]y

bo steal a series of art'ieJes: shoru a hiph i.neirìence of reeidir¡ismi

ancl- resjrie in t,lre nrim¿rt' eore a.rea" The jtrvolvement of a chilrì

j-n the O-ll f¡roun in sheinliftjns annears to fjt ín wilh bhe rlelín*

qu-en1, na.ttern of the eommtrni,l,l¡ as evideneerl bv the high rate of

rJel i,nouene-¡ i n the nri mar\¡ eere a.r'ea,,

As noteC, t,he eh-i1.1 ln This å.ge srotlrì is referred to

Corlrt ¿s ¿ deJ jnouent flor shonl jfting a.nd subseouent,ll.' referred

tr: t,be Chjlclrents Airl Societ¡¡ as a negleel;e4 child' Ilis referr"a.l

to t,he Societ¡r js promot,ed hv otlr knowlerlse of this stase of chj,lri

rleve1opment;, whÍch characlerjzes the child as agsressívet egocen-

t,rÍc a.nd ac<ruí.sjtjve. Laekjns j.n-ner eont,rol,s anrJ nerhaps subiect

to i n¡,deouate nêrenl;s,l sr:,pervi sl-on, he i s esfieci a.l l¡¡ vuJnerable
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t,o thj-s nart,i.cular delínquency"

As social v¡or"kers we a.re aware of the detrtmental

effect of label-lÍng a chi.l.d. rrdelinclu-enttr, thus we must question

the vaU-dít¡¡ of so la.bell.i-ne a child invol.vecì i.n the I'whíte

eol]ar?r cri-me of shorrl.ifting. The fact, tha.t, refercal" of a chíld.

'bo Court i.s left to the discret,íon of the a,rrestirrg seeurity

officer eoul,d be a further mitiga.tine factor whj-ch 11Íseri.nri.nates

agaS-nst bhe chilr! i.n the 0-1J- a,ge group from a one-parent fenúJy,

who resicles in the ¡rr:ima.ry core area"

The ehilrl.ren ínvolved. in shonlÍ.ftÍng ín the 12-14 age

group clenote the folloviing eharacteri-stfcs: thel are more l.i-kel:¡

to eome:lron tt'o-parent familS.es; are less l.íkely t,o reside ín

the prj-mary core area; are more 1lke1¡¡ Lo be involveC r^¡ith a group

and .ï.nclucle a large number of repeaters"

Thís pattern of eharacteristies ::eveals a healthier cul--

tural baeksround" The adol.escent cha,rs.eteristj-cal-1:r identifies

vríth his peer Froup in a.ttenrpting to emancipa.te from his pa-rents"

Hj-s j.nvolvernent in shopl-l.fting ea.n thus be seen as a testi nA out

of the behaviora-]. línits of soei-ety"

It is honecl that this stud-v has contri.buted to a greater

unrlerstancling of the nroblem of juvenile shonlÍfting, Ïl: has been

demonsLra,ted that ma.ny of the characLerístíes of ehilcJren referrecl

t,o the Court differ ¡¡66 f,þrùse of chíldren not so referued" An

endeavor has been ma.de to ld,entÍ.f¡¡ a w.lnerable a.,ee group and alsn

to emphasl"ze the la,ck of consistent fol,low-ur: serviees for shop-

lifters í.n the 0-l-l- age group" ltrre feel that consjrlera.tion shoul-d
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be given b;y socÍal a.genei.es, poliee author-tti.es, å.nd, secur:ìty

officia,l-s to ímplemenb a consj-stent prerrentive e,pproach to the

young shorrlift,er" The research group poses several- h;rpothetÍ-

c¿l questi.ons whÍch may provicle furt,lrer areås of sturly" Does

iuvenÍle shopli.ftínE leacl- to a cont,j.nuati.on of such crime in

adulthoo,J? 0r rjoes shonlíft,:ì.ne jn :¡orrng juveniles lea,:l to -tn-

voJvement in other r:lelinouencies? Ar"e there any t\rniquerr factors

opera.tine jn reparcls 1lo repeate¡:s? I{61n' ¡1¡¡sh Ín.ûluence is the

horre sÍi,na.tl,:n å.r$ å. specific faet,or:, Í-n thi.s del-i"neuency? Do

present treatment rnethods serve as a deterrent; can ì,he¡¡ be con*

sirlered rrriubeessfultr ín vi.ew of the juvenile shoplÍftjng nrobJem?

The expl orator;,' natu.re of this stu,ly provi-ri,es a basís

for adcling tn our knor^,'1ec1oe and heLni-ng us achieve the qoal of

provirìinq more effecti.ve i,yne o-f serviee to i"he ;ìuvenj.l.e ,ehon-

I ífter "
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