
THE VTEbåS AND OPINIONS

0F rÅcITIiS 0N CoNTm4pCA,ARr Ro{aN soglgty

A\TD THOUGET

BY

ÏGNATTUS PAAKEA

A ÎHESTS ST'BMITTED TO THE FACTTI,TT OF GRADUATE

STUDIES åND RESEAn0H, OF lHE UNrVmSrrr 0F

¡,lAt{I108Å IN pÁRTtar, FIIr,ür¡,æ¡ur 0F Ti{E REQuIRE_

MENÎS FOR THE DECNEE OF MASTM OF .åRÎS"

APRTI L95?.



i,-.l,i,ir!-Jir. I :it:-rr-ili.ri.ijii ,:'ril .,t i,i ri,ijl.,l?:l ï"

ii

r.l

lll:j¡] Iì''ir,ll lF fj,:-l'i,il:.i:I" ".(;5"
TiU iÌíjj.-L" i-li¡'jr::|tì f¡ir.j:llì}t;irl "",",_ti:;5"
.i;rA'r,if :ie ri,{ii,iìÄv¿GJr_Liü14 A_L{) lìrilijiìy. 

" . -120,
Tl jï jr0ûR.lR û:hljSrt:j , _131,

Cid.F'Ii1;ì -LI-!_ GüV,lilJl.i:ilìfirlr i.llt l,í1,
i1ì¡.jj };ì-ii'I(]ïj,,Å'jjl. ". ".139"
ilt:iil r,/i!l, "l-6i,
'fi.ltri _cRi:j',i-iifcIs" ."","_171.
!-,lli :!ÈLi'T l,iiÐ rr,i¡ilìi,;i"Rlil" ". "Lg4,

,îii,l¡_t. -iJ -..._:i,.rju_!u,ì¿,.'_r " " " " .199.
.i'ìljt¡,¡jR.lìÌ,j0tiÍt", " ."ZO-r.
'r)a_t_ --._.')l-irrJrvr.Ittr-i..t.I" 

" "218,

-i 
?

,1,t) 
"



ü-rhe fasK in ccnposi-ng thís e-qrrëì.x ûe,s been -to cl-erj-r¡e r:i,hi¡.t in-
íortrlat i on is losliir ì e concerning i;he vi ews of laci itr-* o1t. iìopan life
e,.nd- socrety f::om h1s e:t¿r,n1, l.rrit irigs . clearly it r'¡oi.r_Ld. be absurci
to ba.se concl-r.rsj-ons urlon ¡he eviit-ence of wrllings ,;hichu l,ilor.jf"yll-
¡¡nei na-'-r-'i -¡'r :r are Taci-bi-rs t voïli, :le'6 uÐ,y no-b positrvel;' be asclib-
eo- -[o ]rim" ïire !+a,]gggÊ ,1.. *J¿Ig-*gtfÞ--,.1F" i s of course i.he wo.r:k i n
qr-restion, and- ,he f easi; nossible u-se ha.s therefore been macle of i ij .

ituote.tions in iftrglrsh fron i;he åJI]4 å har¡e been -baken from -Lhe

-i;rans1,,-ù ion b:J f::of essor itichael Gz'a.n-b , _!gs::gs-*:n ,J.rnpe_riql*-_ jglg,
lublisÌrec. in the ?enguin Classic*c selri e**. In ilie case of -i;ire éåql-
-99,r!-?. and- the geIna,nia-, i..tse lr.asr been macle of Ii. iiia bt in,qly I s t::a.ns-
lations, -t+.s1jÌê**..gg**l:I!g+.1 anÉ -_Çqlryaq.-v-" rurblisneci in the same series"
Qu..otations f::orn i;he il+qtglieq have been d_ra,vn from the trans-tation
Ity G. G. Rarnsa.y, pr-rb t i she d- jLn i,ondon in f9 15 ,

:iìS:: i



rt ie morê or leee lnposslb'l.c to glcan fro¡n thc fow

faets known of TaeLtl¡es Llfe nt¡oh Lnforre.tl.on about htm as

& perpson - lt is hls wrítings thÂt btray hís eharaeüer ad,

uray of ttdnktng most cloarly" Ì{båt dotatls swvlve eoneernÍng

hls llfø &re thøse; hl.c d.ete of birth is not knom for
eertainu but wes probbly the yêer 55 L"D. Ea appcars to

havs been born not at Rome brut fn a noighborrrlng pnwlneoo

moet llkeJ.y ølthsr northern rtelr or sotrthern Gaul. Hrs

fatherts stetus Le unknonnn b¿ê Taoltug rmE adnitt€d to übo

$Enate at an early agci 1n thø rcign of vespasian t6g-?,g a.D.)

he ontorod upon hls offioLaL car6er, ühc leUfEUg *ågnegn*s"
'flE.: oonùracted & narz'iago errbrømo3.y satisfactory ia a.Lt respcots,

ft wou.ld appsare with the daughter of agrieole in 7? a..D"e

a4 eleven - yêarg latern stl1l elfmbtng the sonatorJql laddor,

he beca,no praetor ad oulndse$mr¡fr saarrs faciurdis, He

obrviously hed a groat admLration for agrioolau Ed tt rÊs

a souree of great sorrow to h.trn tbat ho w8s away fboa

Bøo * lt fs not knorrrn whoro - whon hLg fathcr*l-n-1aw diod in
93 a"D. on hls return to Reme he uas a wr.Èness dr¡rtrq tho

thrree last yaers of DøitiansE EavagÇrioeo In ll A,.D. he be-

eene eonsrrl sufifçcltuE ad, d,ollwrod, thc fræraL oration @ver

hÍs ¡rredeceseor ln offlee, vcrglniue Rrrfrrs" Taol.tus tnas famous,

and had bcan so for scnle t!.n,os &E & lewyer ard oraùorn a&å

was much eoughü aftsr as a teachcr; wf.th pllny ho rcd tbo

proseeution tn an sxtortion trial ia Loo A.D, Hís proeonøular

proviæe f.n ùbc ycer 112-lr3 a.Ð. was probabry asle; ard it
is hown frm a pessagc of tþ6 gnnalç that bc wes strH.
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livir:g Ín zhe )r¿:,r 1'l.j Ê."D" (i) ,

rf ì;hese rna.tsrie.-.' fe.cþs ar:e srr ç.cantt^ -trrc ino::"e sc e"Tf]

recoïds c-Î his viei;g:. con:eluei:.',,l;, i;he i l:tr:r,n¡.1- er,ri de::rcû of
!rj-s .:,'irj.titigs i¡r;.st be rel ieC upolt jif lj.ryî iraeþ, of ü:ese

:¡-l ei+õ is tr:, be disecvered " No.;,¡ to be st;:-i e,6t v a_ccrr-::elte iè
¡ru-st be, a.eknc,'.¡l-ecl.gec ¡i':.at in'ie::le_L evi-cj.ence ccuj_d. be saj.ú ùg

v ielc" -bhe ci::!.ni.ci:l; of ra.cj iuc üpoj.r- ccii-bernpor"a:r¡ socåety ori!¡;,: j-f
f"ne subject nia- Lter of his iri:'-'r iings \iê.s -bhe ti¡tes in i.¡hieh

h.e i.i'è.s J-i-v:lng ¡¡hen jle i.¡-ro-bs Lhern; bui ,,h.:is sitï.-riiriÌlg r,rcïks

eor¡eï' nfj peyioil m.cÏe reeent ths.n Èhe ye,â.l- {:} c o./ei: ihirty
]¡'ea-rs 'cefore their pul:ii.eatiori 

"

l'¡' ee:'ta.-i ¡:. e.mcunb of or'-a-sticiiy rnus u therefo:.e be g-ir¡on

'lc 'Lne l'¡cvd i¡conbe:riporar,lrt " ikli-Le 'ühe-ï,,3 àTe pF__esåges r,¡hi¿tr

den:cns-i:rete there !/ÊT3 cifflerencas, in iris o,..m :ilirc1, b¿ij-¡:een

socia.-'l- coiüì-j-j:icns obÌ;ai-;:iing i-:-r the pe:ricc1. he descril¡es e.nd.

fhcse cf rac:'-irLs r oi,,ïl f-ife'i;ine, ner¡e:r-Lr:.e1e;ss t,nera zr*
e;r:cel.-,1.ei:t ground_s fcl: 'be]j-i¿r,.ii:g il:.a,¿ this e-La.,sliciÇ- of rfleajt*

-:r.-. ^a- ^-r-i J.--.'-^,r- rid Çonsîi_-ür^'ú+íj .iro ¿T¿.ve iiand i cap j_n a ,sea_:rch for errì fls¡iss

of his a.t'i:i'i,ude tcr"¡s.;lc.E ''¿he c-i rcim-r.sta.nces¡ a.rrd eye n-bs thar¿ he

we.g i"iinessing as he r¡rote" rn the first i>Lacrt, al-L}:ough

ih--re r're='e eüofinou.s d i ilferer-r.cas in .,"1;e eh¿,ra.cie-i: of a;.ae

:r'u,'l..es cf cl aucliuis a¿c- I'lero cn- ihe ons hanc and .i;hose a!
T:ca;'an and lie.d;'j.a.n oR the c'r;her=, tjrere r.!¡e,s a. ccnjnon .b:.ck*

qi:cund io iloth cf ihcsa pe::i,c,cìs - Tile r.el-Í-gi.ous p:'chlem u'*ex"-

i'¡ol:ì! Ì'ro prc,fcund c.nr-',.nge; z. il¡_shi-cnabl-e S-bo'rcisn e.niinued ts
¡rcril-d rhe chare.cj':ri:r ârd. pri"rate 'r i-vss of ¿_2,-ì,sicc:ra.bic Tì"omans;

no g'eai; ci:a-ages oceurred i,n ser:¡-'¿or-i-a-l- a-cçluiescenee _i-:: +'he



*3'

dfetates of thc snperori and. the Ræ¿n attltrde towarrls thø

proviæos charged lf.ttLe,

a m@re cogent reasone perhaps, for Justifying this senc*

whot Looee us6 of üho word frcontwporaryil fs üo be fourd in
an rmFontant part of the motlve of raeituE in writtng his

hLstorÍca,l worksu Thls qtrøstion wfi-t be dÍscussed mor6 fiú1y

bdow (e), but to anùfeipaùe lte maln eoncluEion Tacltus san

hLE fi¡netfon acr a wrlter &s much from Èhe poiat of vLew of
a moral preaaher a6 of en hlgtorian Ln the modorn sonsê of
tbo wor"rdo the events of thc past thr¡E Ln a sense beoo¡ae thc

t€xt of hls sernone hts oongrcgation tho Røs of hls oüÍn,

TtraJan8s end HEd,rie¡rrs d,ey¡ arxl thE sine whieh ho preaehcd

agaLnst thoee of h1s eongregatLon sd thslr neLghborrs, For

hLs Eornon to bave eny measure of relevanee ard, hopo of

Eueeess fÈ had to be especíally pertlnenÈ to ttre våecs ed
probLems of the dars ad, fts applf.aatlon readlly ud.erstandable

to hås hoarerso

thcre 1s also & thtrd rêason for using ncontemporarlrrs 1¡r

thls rûgfe rt is eL acmmonprace to spcek of th€ didaatte

elenent in aLaesíeal arti the value ard nErlt of a poélar eB

oratlonn a tragedy !üas measursd, Lees by the a,mount sf aesthctle

enJoyncnt that 1t prortd,od lts bearers at thc tlne of lts
eompl.otlon than by lts eapaoity for edifying posterity" Tbo

whol-e tone sf noral inetructLon Ln TacLtuss works Ls vêry nuch

Ln acco¡cil wlth thc earlier G¡eek vÅew upon ths fr¡nEtloa of
art as rovealsd, foæ lnstenee fn Èhe tboes of Ârlstophanes þ),
Ths writor, hlstorian or post of ol¿ssíeal tlmcse whlle not

obllvLor¡s of presont applausc, was to a greater c¡rtsnt tban

hle sueccssotr of today rrrlti.ng wtth aa 6ye to bl.s fr¡tr¡¡re



read.erso Mueb of Taeituss outlook Ls morê readily r¡d,erstooô

when hl.e concern for posterlty is oonsld,erêd; for tbfE ex-

teds bcyond. a m6rè d.ldastieimn It mbraoeg the wholø fleld

of 1Ivlng" In a. leter dlseussio" (¿) it wiLL be suggesteit

that ne!'bher Tacftus aor nany of, bis eontemporarles bad a

eonceptíon of s.n after-lLfe so elEar aE tbo Christlan con-

eeptf.on eimply because thare rras no ,"uauålá"d theology r¡pon

wbieh 1t eould b fourdeil" rnasmuoh as Rqne rras th€ eEnüre

of hunanity ard seoned enilowed r¡ith en eternal fourdation, tø

llve on 1þ & splrituaL sense uith fr¡turs gensrattons of

Romans s¡ould bs the sr¡mnlt of a¡nbitlon of a. protrd, ard hígh-

prineipLed noble such as Tacituso Ee regard.ed, the past in a

sinilar r,úsyi he lüas lfining ia Rquc not only with his con-

tenporarios of the early years ef tho seoond centur¡r but

also wlth rdhåÈ his ancestors had lefb to Rme. Tbose be-

queots to postarity nsde by provious generations w6tra cJ.osely

id,entifled wlÈh the msn who nsde Èhamu rn other r*ords

TtberiuEt life dicl not eease so far ss Røne was eoncernsd

uhon hts sornanÈs slroÈharsd hlm with blar¡kets in his r€trea&

ln Capreae¡ & part of hf¡n - ancl. a real part Ls msant -
aoteil whenevsr scrag ngw vletim was put o,n trial eharged ucyler

the treason laws for whose applleatlon ad enforce'moaÈ 1u Rone

be ad his mother hsd been so much responsible" rn tbe s&ne

way a real parÈ of Mcssalina ad of Nero uas alfve when eaeh

new aot of profligaey, to wbieh tn Lts earller stages of

devolcpnent they hed beea so addietade oecurrad at Rme, as

tbs malestas rar¡s ancl a w'ide rer¡ge of debe.uahed activities

w@Í!@ theår legaci.es, a splriÈual part of these long-¿"u¿

people was tdentífted with aet,s whieh spreng flm tho procd,enès

* l+*



they håd sot ln their lifeÈl¡e" rn thts ssns6 Tacltus s&w

the past as eontomporaneous with tho preseat, and his @xa aË

Bme cannot accurataly b€ appnalsod aparù frm the events whieh

wore chronologieally past but wbieh edr¡red Lnterwoqen ¡uIåh the

present.

$o by teontenrporaryt society r¿ÍlL bê meanÈ socleåy ovsr thø

whole perid of tho early Þnpire; qnd the faet ùhet TaciÈus

1s ei.iscussíng men and Tdsnan noet, of whc¡u wor€ lonrg dEad uhon

he r*:roùe shor¡ld not b6 altowed. to create ths td,ea that the

vioes of riboríus, 0l.audlllse Nsro ar¡l thelr r¿ornenfol,k Ìr@rs

by thts tlne entlrel.y obsolsÈe.

It is cviclsnt that the quosÈton of Tacitus8 moÈlves ln
uritlng his histonÍeeL works neritp elose exa¡nlnetlon. It baa

al,I tso readlly been assl&ed that as his lntereEt lay ln
wrlting of tbe evente of the past be was {a the modern EenF@

of ühe worû an bistoriane ona wtro by assomb3,f.ng infomation

ard lnÈelllgently LnterpreÈlng *t hopos to arrive at & üruly

aeeurate s'¿s!ù*poånt frora whieh to survey the evenÈs øf the

past; thls fs a r*hol}y nistaken notionu and consequently 1t ås

equally w?ot¡g to requf.re htun to u6e the sclanÈific ¡nethods

r¡hlcb are employed. Ln modern historíeal researoh"

Tt¡ere rrre passages r¿hieh ea.n bs addr¡sed 1n supporö of the

vl.aw tbet Taoltus rffi,s - or rather wlshed to bo - an hlstorian

tn t'he nodern eclentlflo seÐBge

olbry of these natters thst I have alreaity arxf w111 ia
fi¡tr¡re mentionn, he says (5) nperbaps seern gnal.l ar¡l of llttLe
eonsequencei I !¡ror¡","o."obtlt 1t wllf bs advantageous Èo bave

exanlnocl at thelr flrst appeeranoe thosE trlfllng natÈars in
whieb, oftea, møaesÈous happEntngs have thein begånningsrr"

-5o
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ü 
" o o " so that^ oaly ev@ntg ad thelr oute@os, whloh usually

happon quite by chance, but their motf.vss ad caufreg Eley also

b6 kno¡nr " (6) .

Both of these staÈamenÈs .ere int,arestf.ngo but when read ouË

of their contexts nÊy Þ nisleading" The ffrsù staèencnt ls
actually pert of aB apology tø the reader for the narratfon

of what racrtus fears ls a monotonous eataloguo of treason

trials of apparcntJ.y uttLs indivi¿rual slg:aifloanco. rt Eay b@

re¡narked ln passing that so far as fs knoun TaeLÈuE nover

desaríbes the momenùous happentngs of whleh these treason trials
are the beginnlags, but sl.nce his ooncorn with the nafosÈaø

-6*

l¿r* ls eloarly eonsiderablau Lt Ls most Iikely tbst the

n:isslng bookE of tbe Eisêories contain the fLnal Juståfieatlon
of hiE tleteilcd aeeounts of the earlier årials, The sesotrd

quoùaüf.on Le better evidenca of @ sefentlflc approaeh tn hås

work, and l"ndeed &s wåll be sasn l¿ter in thåe LnÈroduction

th€ fflstoríes (rrona whfoh thls cormnent {s taken) ar€ more akla

to smodernl history ad yet dramatlaally far lEss satisfaetory

tban the ê!EsIg,.

fn a lst"er chaptor (Z) åt wítt b@ ssan hor¿ tho seorn

of TaoLtus for thE sooioty of hLs day ar¡l hls e¡rnåcal aüÈitude

towarcla Lngenuousl.y aecepted, bsllefs grolrr with hls advance ln
yearsr ac¡d 1s nore notleeably presont Ln hfs last work, th6

Ar¡nals, tha.n tn ths earlier lllsÈories. rndeed ft wor¡lit b€

surprising ff tbls trerd had not tcken plaee ln a life ln
whLeh bsd nrLer followed bad nrler errtnånaùing in the uaique].y

bsd ftna-L fer¡ years sf Dæitfanss relgn. The llistorÍcs do

eonsÈitute a morê serlous atüenapt to glve a matter-of-facÈ account



of the eveuts afben fhe death of Nero @ assrming always

that the last books foLlør¿ the sane trEnd as do the snrvíving

first for¡r books. The sEcond quoùation gíven above søunts as

though this were really a e1ai.m So a sclentifie attitude

tsu¡ards his fu*, ard tha,te aè a glanoe, fs a natr¡ral eaough

fnterpretatÍon of laeltrrse r¿ords. In the event, bowever, eJ.l

thåÈ lt crrneg to mean is that & nnmbr of ocaparaùtrely dulr

faeÈs wl.Ll have to be nEntloned so tha'b the fuÈr¡re denoue¡nent -
the factions ard the wars for tb€ sucessÊlon - r*LLl be in-
tetltglble to the read.ern thLs iE not a claln to b€ engaged

ln the writtng of scientiflc hisÈory; it is sinpl,y a co¡nnent

explaining !ùhy hfs Lengthy deseriptfon of the state of the

hrplre ard lts S.eglons is necessery for an uderstadlng of,

his subsequent narrative,

What then were Taeituss íntøntlonE in deseríbing the politieal

bfsto4¡ of Rme frcaa the death of Augustus? Briefly, be has

givea & glooray account of the early &apLre; hle adherenco rn

his na^rrafive to wba.t is lo¡oisn frm other sources to b the

tnrfb is aluays remarkably closeu yet nany havo suspectcd Èhat

tho tlnee werg not @ cor¡ld. not havro bsen â Eo appatling &g

hE has portrayed thcm" Anrl yet most of hls sto y6s gloomy

eharaeter is due noÈ to aetual Etaternente but to hlnte ard,

lnplleatl.ons' ons galns a less favourable lnpression of thø

reign of rlberius, for instanoe, fbcrn a general reading of the

.&nnals then fþøn a cloEer and mora l1teral strrdy of the wocrls

1n whiab the rcign is d,ascribed.o The rea,son for thls tenileney

to distort the tn¡e historleal porsorrqlitles of the leadlng

figurcs of Rme durtlng the first century tE tha,te far frøn

betng solentåfic, laaltusr prrrposo ls firnilameatally a noral oDBc

-'l-



Obnriously these two dffferent types of approaeh ùo history

are eatirely lneompatfble; arul if. at tbe same tl¡ne as preaehing

an emotfonal-ly stÍnulating sermon to his hearers he eor¡ld also

lnfonn then by presentÍng a story consistíng of eolct hard

faet, Tacitus feltu so much the botter, for hls persuasfver¡esst

wor¡ld. thue bs Lr¡creased,o He is at pains, therefore, to elaim

for hts work the two nost elonentary qualltles nseessary for
a factua-I ard eeientifie treaüíse @ veraeity ar¡l inpartlalLty,

uBut r am not inrønting ma¡¡nelstt, he insists when aE

eepeeially eng,zlng pfece of conduct bas to be described (g) e

and rtfhåt I have told, ar¡ù sha]-t tetl, iE the tnrth. O1der

nsn heald ard, recorrled Ít¡1,"

ThE .å,nna].e atr€ introd,ueed by the elatrn:

nr shslL wrÍte wlthout' indlgnatÍon otr parbLsansbipe in qy

casê fhe custcmar¡r incentlves to these a^re J.acklngr " (9).

That his seareh for trr¡th Þtas genulne ie readily dsnonsÈrated

by t'he faet thÂt other sources € eonternporary writings ad
arehaoological disesveries æ eontf.nr:ally eorroborata ad only

rarely eontradict his stat€ments, (f01. Concemj.ng hls fmpartlallty
therE ls lntrod,ueed the questLon not of faets by the¡nselve.g

br¡t of tbelr lnterpretatfon; arrd raoltus naturally nakes thefr
interpretation subser\rLent Èo bLe ¡aoral pì¡pogsc The rEsrrrt is
inevitabJ.e; desplto his olalns to imFarÈtality arnost art sùrJdeats -
syapathotla as wcll as unsympatbetÍe â h¿ve agreed in ftndtng
h{m deflcLEnt In thts respeet.

Evea tf fts moral purposo wgf,e noÈ lnpltclt throughout tbe

length of hÍe work, hls stateneat of thÊ pur?osê, tn hts

-8-



estlnatlon, of historieal writlng is not at all ambiguous"

trl holct 1t tbe chief offlcs of hisüoryn, kre says, nto

reßcue virtue fron oblivlonn ard that base worcls ar¡d. deeds

shoulit havrs the fear of posühunrous iafernytr. (11),

Moral Juilgment ls also traplied in a further passageg

nl8e Renans neglect modern hlstory while praislng tb@

d.eeds of our ancøstorsrt, (U) i

that rpraising¡ is the oorrect translation of the verb

rextoLlerer ln the passage trdr¡n vetera ertolli¡nuE regentLrm

incurioeit¡ is shor"rn by tho context of the cøment; 1t occurs

in an execnnítm upon A¡ruinius" Tbus again Tacitus soes tho

hietorÍanre f¡¡netion not eE recountlng eld, explaining but as

epraislngr; ard praíse or eord,ernnation ånvolves moral assessmenüu

anathema to the nan r¡hose thought ls genuf.noly sclentlfieo

Elsewhere he makes a plea for the porpetuation of tbe menory

of {lJustrious mens

n^Arul let us nake et least this eoncesslon to ths reput*

atlon of fanoue meBB as ln their burial they are dlstinguished

frør the o@mon horlel, so wben thelr deaths are nentfonod Let

eaeh recelve his separato, permanent' reeordtr, (t3)"

Taeitus is here eravfng hås readerts lduJ.genae for the unen3ång

eatalogue of sl:ñilar deaths whieh be ls ret*.illng É the

reason he hl¡self gives for so d.oiag. It ls not an obsession

with the tvietl"nl type as suggestod r¡lth sueh oonfidence by

Bo Walker. (r¿r),

ff the prrrpos@ of bls writlngs is flrrdalrentally a moral

on@, it ls to bs expcted thÊt the style w5-ll be predøinantLy

anecdotal" Tbls Ls tn¡e especially of the style of tbe Anna¿sq
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But the anecd.otes must be eonteined ¡rithin eor¡scåenüiously

applled, 1iníts whieb are the measur€s of tbe trutho not of

fhe erediblliÈy of hls subJoct mqttero He 1s enpbatf.c Ín bis

detemiÍnaÈíon not to lnelude ineredible stories to seare people

out of vÍee into virtüBo Popular reportu even thor:gh tt nay

bs widely acceptodu ls nigorously to be exehded r¡nless its
truùh can bE establisheêe

nMy swn motlve ard intentíon in nentf"onlng arNl refutfng

the runaolrr bas bEen to lllustrate by one consplcuous Lnstanco

the falsity of hearsay gosslpu ard to urge those who rEad

thÍe book not to prefer Lncredlbl-e talee Ë however wtdely

eurrent ard' readlly accepted - to the tnrtb unblenisbed by

marrelsn " (t5) 
"

Àl-though Taeitus states that histories in general shouLd

eoneern thenselves with rr¡Fortent affairs (16), it Ls wttb

peopLe rather than relth events that he ís prinarily eoncerned,*

No better demonsüratlon of this cor¡ld be f'r¡raLshed than hås

aecor¡nt of the Cbenrset recelving Italleus as klng an

appointnent that h'ad the support of Claudlus" Å lengÈhy passa,ge

discusses the Gerqan reactl,on to his coronatlon; the cbaraeter

of the nsw ruLer fs carefully ar:aIysed. in speeches by hås

supporters and their oppononts" Afber aÏt the spoechøs Italiouss

r¿hole subsequent eareer Ís deseribsd ùhus¡

nThere follø¡ed, a h,ttle â lnportanü by native Etardards -
whÍch ltalicus trntorro But, suocess nadE hin arrogant ard he was

ejectedo subsequently he T.ras restorsd with the help of the

Langobrdl. But Ln goocl ard bad fortune alflce he prwed

dLsastrous to the Cheruscil¡, (1?).
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.&s Fourneaux ocan¡neots¡

trThese sentences are lnteded, to slm up the whole of

his reigno aryl no fr¡rther mentLon fs made of h{rntt. (fg),

One gains the lmpression thåt afÈer dlscusslng the pross ard

coltss of the appolntrrent ín at least ad.eqnate detaål laeitus

lost lnterest when an obJectirne appraisal of his rater careetr

is needed" ThLs Ls only ong of nany e:ranplee that cor¡ld bo

gÍrnen where hís Lnterest in men rather than in events is
nanifesto Thls belry the ease, there ls no reason to doubü

thst he real1y dfd bElieve that mor.rar exposi.tion was ühe

tpraeelpurm munus annal1tn8 o

Å Later dLEeusslon r¡llL sbor¿ (¿g) how inextrfeably interwoven

lters the Røan eoneepts of religlon ard politles; a¡¡å as even

to the Ronans there $ras sone vague eonneetion between morals

a^r¡d. rellgfonu the Historiqg arxl Ånr¡ale fr¡rnlsh not only a

moral but a polittcal conrnentary on the tLnes. l,lany of lacltust
ar'þcdotes offer both moral ar¡d politLcal instnrction, ad tho

eourses of aetlon dfscussed usuaLly fnvolve scüle degree of

lnternaL eonflloto Polítieally speakíng, for instanee, e4pectienoy

requires a sllenee durlng periods of op¡rressive rr¡le Þ it is
fo1ly to hazard ons¡s life by fueety expresslng oneselr before

irresponsÍbl-e tyrants; ard yet when tlnes iraprovo the consclenee

Ls apb to be troublescnne by provld,tng remird,ers of what in
ret'rospeet, appears as coward-iee rather tha,n as pnrdenco, There

is virtue ln enduranee Í.ndeed., and raoLtus is able to boast (ao1

that for fffbeen ysars he ar¡d his fellow-nembers of the Senate

erdured the arbitrary eod.uct of a savage without cmpraint.

TtneE nay be bad, but better days wtll alvays ecmee and thsy
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must bs awaíted, patlently" (21),

These poLnts are to bE borne ln nid before evidenee of

Tacltt¡s s vier¡s can bogin to be extraeted. from bf.e writfngs.

Tbere are good reaerons for accepting what, he wrote of the

¡le.st as evåd.enee of what he thought of ths presenü¡ to lnpose

upon hln the title of, hLEtorían ån the modern sense of the

worri Lnvolvos lmposing upon hLu critical standards with r¿híeb

he ne\rer intended. to conforzr; a¡d sLnee his alm as an

artlst was to instruot future generatÍons rather than to amus@

hls fe1-lowan be sought by hls examples and, his lnüerpretatlon

of tbose e:campl"eo to offer moral ard to scrne ertent

political @ guJdanee to hís readers"



E-___EEI,r6r0N

Rellgfon Ln the early Rman &npire meant llttle mor6 than

the d.ue obsenrance of traditiom,l eeremon¡¡ arxl rfÈual. Scnne of

these obge¡:vanees hsd orlgånated. 1n the rather ræbr¡lous regal

period, as Tacltus hinself reeonds (f); others wer@ of a. nuch

more reeent orlgfnu arxl the Augustan settle¡nent beeld,es re-

organlsing the exlsttng eorpus of nltrral geve ri-se to more (Z) 
"

Apart from the dfgeretLon shown by Augustus Ln lnstiÈuùing

theee re1ågious Ínnovations @ for they Þrere an fnportant ccni-

ponent of the Pax Rmanq @ two eontråbutory ceuses seeured

thelr acceptance Lnto Roman l1fe; or¡Ð lras the ExtensLon to

Augustusr ordl.nanees that tbe succession of TLberius seeuredo In

this respoet the med.Lation of Lívia between her husband ad
her son oannot b€ ignoned ard wlLL bÊ dLseusseil latør (il.
The seeord' cause m.s the Lnnaüe conser.lratism of the Rman

people themselves,

tthateve¡' the etymologieal d.enivatíon of the word srelÍgíont (¿)

lte usag@ in Lmpertal Ronan tåmes lnplf.es nothing of netaphysÍco

or of codes of øthLcsu It, seemg to be relatæd, üo the word

rlex? @ a fact nhieh ldicaüee & worldly obligatlon in
eupposed,ly oüher-uorldly ¡r¡q,tt€rso

The oLd republican nellglon was essentlalry pe.nùbelståe; it
consisted ln faot of an ad.aptation of the Greek pantheon upon

whic}¡ there became superlnposed a loeal ad native systen of

&ISåIB. Veneration was paid to the fe,ree and Fenates of ühø

fartr ard famlly' The flelcis, the etrops, the erossroads aad the

family hearth eaeh had lts lesser diety, and thesE beeame in-

dissolubly assoelateil wttb thelr presldf.ng gods Elnee these

NELTGIChT ANÐ PHIIOSOPffT"



hrmble thlngs eonstituted the claily euylroment of the slnpJ.e

agrarlan R@a,n.

rnevitable questíons arose rn tlnes of want and adversity¡

then ühe hollowness of sueb rr.tr¡al beca.nß dfseoncertlngly

ap¡u,reat. Further, the¡re $as the erosive effeet of HellenlsaÈlon

and lts eonecanltant phflosophlee¡ sueh epeeulation had alneady

existed. as an åntegral part of Rcman life sinoo thÊ days of
the solpionle circle" rts danger as an enervatf.ng Lnflr¡enee

upon Ræe håd been noticed arsl nnrob ccnmnonted, upon by cato;

end a nead.f.ng of Juvenal a¡',1 l4arttar shows to how greaÈ an

erÈ'ent Gæeek influences w€re propagatlng thenselves in the

early days of the hplre, an¿ how tùe Røan ntnd, nr¡rtr¡red, ås

it was chlefly by a Gneek education was absorblng Greek

nedlalne, Greok astrologyr ad in fact al.t tùe Greek lnfluenees

of the il¡efo whLeh wer€ sv'ery bLt as debilitattng politieally
as they wer@ hunanlslng intelleetrrally.

These lnfluenees wer@ felt fn èhe sphere of religion as

well as ín oÈhor aetivitles¡ thst sphene gradr¡aLly grew se that

1t embraeed røhaô the Christlan era aceepted, as firulanentally
t¡nportent lngraclients - codes of noral eondr¡ct together wttb

meùaphysioal arrd. theologieal enquiry. Tbe stole sehool of

philosophy had for generatlons before Tacltus held. süray over

a,any of Romsf s leading eharacters ad, stat€men¡ its code of,

ethles sra,s that whfeh to a great ertent nor¡tded, the lives of
eueb m@R as cleero, Muoius seaevola pontifex ed Brutus, and

ín the early erapire its devotees fomed the nueleus of thø

antL-Caesarean opposltfon.

Ethlo syetems were beeming ineuffleient Ln themselves durlng
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the Lffetine of Taeftus; the old fornaL rellglon Tdas observed

wlth no gpeat enthusiam desplte the rÞw lease of life Èbat

Augustus had won for lt, ar¡d depeded for lts surrfval

I-argeJ.y upon the Lntense respeeù for tradlÈ1on so eh¿raeterLstle

of the R@a"a, the out¡¡ard rltr¡a-l wes the san@ as ever, but

the spirit had aLmosf disappeared" Indeed there Ìüas llkeJ.y to

b€ llttle epirit i.n a eorpus of r¡haü noür seem to hase been

obsereaneee thÂt 1nel¡rded a beltef in the dtvinlty of deceased

smllerorso Søe credenee nlght concef.vably be plaeoit fn the

dlrlnity of on€ who fn lifa had at least put an end Èo

lnte¡minÊ,ble !,ìars ad pri.vate armiee¡ some plausÍbtlLty nlght

evsn be fourd. for the apotheosig of the haughty, g1oøy aud

unapproaehable Tiberius, for his arrd Liviats conserqatlm b€d

ratffled and, thus perpetuated, Augustusl sEttlenenÈ; but, ao

ühink{ng Roman eor¡ld subscrÍbe to sr¡ch ax} elevation of Èhø

pusillanf.mous antiqrrarfan Clar¡dlusu Yet these äEj¿Èies rd@re

assiduousLy errlüivated, meohanLeally wlthout doub&, along wltb

aLL the rest of the lore bequeathed, by the Republte¡ and

laeitus followed, ùhEse eustoms too, for in religíous as well as

1n nost other natters he was a ns,rrow, bl,frd anô mecbaniaaL

eongervatLveo (¡).

The grourd was 1n faet elear, a wey made for the enÈr'y

into Rønan ll:fo of sorÞ other fonr of rellgious experlenee that

idas illreet'-personal, ForeÍgn intereourse ad. f.mports boËh visiblø

arll turtsibLe fron the east had to rEaeh Ræe almost lnvartably

by wey of Greeeoi nøÌ'r there uas reaehång Røe bearing the stamp

of GrEece an elsnent of eastern nystJ.elm stinulatlng tbe

Rcman nird to a seareh for id,lvidrml spiritual e;raltationu a^ad
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encouragfng &n inflaflon of tbø non*eorporoal 6g9u Thus through

Greek nedla eastern rellglons reaahEd Rmee and thsi.r blending

¡rlth the Greek sabools there was the inevitabLe conseqrþnce of

the RomansE spirttuel void." It ís no intEntíon of the pnesent

diseussion to suggesÈ how mueh, if at a1le Tacåtus was ,tenrs"så

r¡fth t'hese supernatural searehÍngs; aÈtentioa need only be

drawn to the presenee of eastern religious thor:ght, tn ftret ø

and, secod-centur¡r Bcme as part of TaeÍtuer e¡rviromcntn (6).

He cor¡ld hardly fa1l to bE aÌrare, hower/er, thêt his øt*n

observarioE of Ræe^u religlous riür¡al uas merely perfrrnetoryo arrd

thaÈ it helpecl uphold Rsmets greatness rather èhan satisftecl

hiE lnte1lEotual neods, though hís r"emody for this deficf.eney

saems to have been refllge 1n érn elaborate noyal eoele ctesigned,

soner¡bå.Ë aclocti.eaS.Ly hl¡aself for hirnself, he indutges in
mei;aphysleal specuiLätíoas ón sowral oooagfons durlng ths eours@

of bis narratlve" (?) 
"

Tha notion of Fate was a pnoninont motlve fonee thr-ouehout
-to conl?oJl

elassleal antiquS.'by" Thls mysterioug foree $ras thoughÈ^the wbole

unlvereer and. êvan zeus the father of the gods w&s belleved

subJeetad to iù. (8), the @Èi! n€ry bs clted as evidenee thst

fatal"LffiÈ of this colour was certalnly aecepteit fn Rone at the

beginnlrig øf tbe srnplre¡ (g) suetoniuE in faot portrays the

Enpirers founder as addieùad'to thls belfef" (ro). rndeed a

bellef ån the predietabillty of futuro enEats frse presoat

crîEnÊr i*iilespread as it lra,s at Rome, seeas frqo Ëha !Ìa¡lner in
whieh sueh pred,ietions werts reeeived to have denåndeit such arl

aequiescence ín thfs eoncept of fataLiÈy" sootbsaylng ard augury

wera to Eueh an extent part ard paroel of Røaan l1fe that

whatever bappeueiL to be the vieçrs of the lndlvådr¡aL Ror¡an
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coneernång fhe organisation a"rid clevelcpnoat of the eosnos

they Eor¡Ld be accepted by hl¡n sJ-np1y as being what his

pred.ecessors in RqnE håd aecepted"

Neverthelesse although Taeitus is wlllJ.ng to belfeve fn

the accuraey unil,er certain eor¡dltfons (ff ) of sr¡oh pr€-

illctlons, he gíves uttenance to profonrd anil unoasy d.oubtso

åfter d.escrÍbing how thrasyllusu a memþr of the ntribe of
astrologersrr agalnst whleh he oftan ard båÈterIy invoigbe (u),
boeame influenÈlal ovar TibrÍus, he ad¡nits befng un¿blø to

deoide whetùer an lnflexible Fate governß the world, or

whet'her eyents happen qufts fortultously with the gods holdlng

thenserqes entlrely aloof fræ the worrd and íts problems (19);

so too in the .ê,srigoLa. (r¿) he is unsure whethor or not

there ÍE the rer¿ard of an afÈarlffe awaltlng nthe great and

goodfl" 1o sueh questions as those Taeitus, iü seemse has no

answsri the dd f,aoÈ l"s thaÈ this agnosticim does not appsar

to be a souree of arucieÈy to hime He seems to share at
least thís wfÈh thÊ Eplcr.æeane ¡ that the most laportant fìruiê

thet ltfø ean bear to ar¡y ¡nan is tha happiness ùheè Ls

born n of ln a belief ån the bonsf,ieenee of the gods,

although lacfèus wor¡.Ld fLnd 1t dlfficr¡lt, to subseribe to tbø

e¡rbrenne athei.snn of the Epicr:reans, but of the tranquilltty of

an orilerd socleÈy; , agaf-n he would cHsagreo wlth them on the

questÍon of the means to be adopted to obtafn thts order år¡

soeietyo -

lwo aspeets of rellgion then can bs recognfsed in the

Rme of racitus t day¡ the ¡nrsonal pbilosophical aspocÈ, ån

urbieh opinions t€rdgal 'to be of a cautious and experimental

nature; srd the praeè!.cal dafLy obgerwnees wiüh ll.ttls mora
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than s. put€l,y Eeeuler signlfiearæe. So prenninent a publle

figr.lre as Taeltus (15) who was so eoncorned with nan and,

hie problems musÈ have absorb@d then both to soa€ exüantu

for there Ìilas sometbång of boùh stateffi¿n and phfl-osopber in

bis parsonaLlty, To tbe degree tbat he wus a eonserv'¿tive

arisÈocr"at he itoubtLess aecepèed the stricÈ ?rel1gio8 of Romei

arxl to tbe extønt that he was an indepenclent t'bfnker new

direations tn relfglouo thoughù and obserrrar¡ces nr¡sè have affected

lf not positively atÈraeÈed hln" Iifp roile Ín respect of the

newer strains of rellgLon sas much Less that of a devotee

than tbåt of an enquirer"

&rarnånatlon nust not¿ be nade of how TaciÈue reae6ed

to'¡ards lrellgianst thought as he founf, it; later, attentLon

¡rf1l be patd to hls approaeh to the fr¡nilamenËal queståons

thet relÍgion &tlth the more reeent í.nplf,aations of thet

word - rafges ån the nlnôs of uen possossed of euch oor-

Eederabte lntellec+'uel and fmaginative Powers as heu

I&¡clus Seaevola Pontifex said. that there wera three typeø

of rellgÍonu thoso of the poetr the philosopher and' the

statesman. Only to the lasÈ of theEe dld he attaeb any

{nportanee (16) " His statasßnanrs reli.glon }tas an eLaboratø

ritrralu anÈlquarlan 1n spfrit, arxl requiring extreme fonmsl

accrxreey in Lts obsevvanees (1?)' Whålst there a.Tg nar¡y

alluslons to .tta,ríous exanples of Rma¡¡ ritua-1 ln the trrÍtings

of Taciùus, all thet caa be learnt of bLs vLews of füs

observar¡ee frm thsm is that t¡e nÈvor allows h1¡nself to

app@aa seøptieaL. Thls is, unfortunatolyo a very negatlve @oD-

elusion to hav'e Èo draw; ard at lts faae nalue cloes not'

help ùorøarcls tbe ctisoovery of what hls attltude really wEleo
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Hís ap¡nront idifferenee nåy be tb€ røsr:lt of a derfbsrate

attenopt tø eoncear elther extrerne acqui-escenee or ompleÈe

conterapt" Tbat Tacitus in rearity appnoaehed efther of these

e¡ trsmes ås, howevere most unlfkery; ln oùher qrrestløns where

hfs personal preferenee is lwolved he alrows htnself, the

Luxury of reJ.Èerating hts approml ã orp as is more usualu

hÍs cllsllke Ln no equfvocal nå,nnero tis penohant for
certaln tr:rns ín llterary or grammatåcal styJ.e (rg), his lonrø

of the terse srmming*up of a eharaeten (fg), or of rouding

off a seeÈLon Ì,rtth & trenchanÈly telling phrase (ZO¡ 6 a.ll

thesE iclíosynerasf.es he explolùs to the greatesÈ extont ad
effeeÈ possible' Thusn although hE protests his generaS- ím-

partialÍÈy as an hlsüorÍan (er¡ ho approachoe aLL his nateråaI

wlth & high degree of subjeeÈívity" plainly he was a ruilß of

eonsåderabLe soasitivity and. feelf.nge a¡?d on€ ¡vho tendød geglerÞ

ally to wear t¡ås hearü @n hls sleeveu

Ooe must lnfer ln thÊ absence of defíni.te knor*ledge tha$

TaeltuE never wrotø feelj.ngly about the rltr¡al of Bme for the

elnple reason ùhat he n€ver felt mora than lrrkewarm about ft.
Llke hls friend Htir¡y hE üras a subseríbsr to ftg foms ad
lovErl t'brorrgh them to feer assoclated wlth the famous nanes

of Roærs greater days, He weleøneä an opportrmtty Èo traee

baek the histoxy of a rlte to l{r.¡na (zz) u or to introd,r¡ce

mentf.ør of thE name of Rorsers founder Lnto bis dlseussion (zS)

@ the ne¡rg, that is, of oae who to the twentleth eentr:ry ls
a legendary flgure, but who to Taeltueu who sr¡fferod tbe die-

adæntage of llving nearer hl,E relgR by over elghteen hundrecl,

yeargr was a real anough persono But rrelf.giot meant lfttle

mora tban polltles to Taef"tus whose aÈtsntion was always

foeussed upon stateeraft; what affectfsn hø expeded upon iÈ
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wa,s a Love of the ed towarrls w?rloh Røoan rellgÍon l*ag the

roaTleo That ed håd noÈhlng to do wlth ùhe appaasement of
the frdlvidu¡,] consclenoa, mueh Le.es dld it eonoern anythlng

appnoaehlng ùhe cbrletian ideals of loving God and oæBs

neighbour' þfany of the leadors of the publfc ltfe of Røle

were cønnltted ln thei.r nirds to a belief in ühe süarn a¡,d

fnflIexi.ble neeessftfes of Fate, uhen eareftrlly exanLned rltr¡al
could be 1ittlø more ühq,n tokens of obedienee to the ïri.J-l

of the stateo

although an ir¡aginatxve thi¡ker Tacitrrs üras fn rnar{r respeets

a chlLd of his ag@p aad håE perftmcÈory allegiance to rtür.¡a1

disaipllne was sl¡rllar no d,oubt to thât of nany of his
eEhatorial eontemponarie$. on-ly by assrmfng tbat hE possessod

&n J.ngrained tenderæy towancts eynlcísn does rt ssem possåble to
explaln the adoptåon and professfon of suoh a patently sflly
noÈion as the deifieation of fonner êmpeFoFSø Dtffereat sEetlons
of, åhe Bcnnan people wor¡ld be mo'ged by dåfferønÈ notÍves ln
respeet of affEetion for the nenqrtr of a dEad nrler; th.
ordinary n¿n-ln*the*street fn Rcrns itself Büas able ÈÐ eaJoy
fnnnuntty frm the evÍls and hardships at+,ødanÈ upon eorn
soareltS.es; there rras too an inereaslng nu¡nber of efnens Epee_

tacles anl sLnLlar pageantry anailabLe for hfs anusement" TherE

r'fas more seeurrt'y aord that Èhe perpet,al tramp of aarehÍng
arrLas had goo"p for rt¡ra1 esmnuattf.es - altho'gh in any case
tbø @mparor-curt would. hardly heve been notteed by thono Tbere

Eeems fo have kEn a deeid.ed JrnFrover¡ont in tbe sf,å,rdarit of
governors ín tbe provånees, a faet r¡hLeh helpacr to bld her
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subJeet-peopres mor€ eJ-osoly to Røae; and f,lnallÍ¡ ths

senatorial and equestrian orrilers aeeepted, the dtvtnfty of &

deeeasod emporor 1n a spirit, sj$rlar to th€,t whleh prmpted

their passivo servflity tor¡anls Èhe reigrllng mom,rehs d servility
and/

whlch time 
^aþain 

Jmpals Tactrtus to expressf.ons of h!.s containpÈ. (zh) 
"

Affeetion for a. nemory ls oae thlng¡ howeveru b€llef in
¡cllvlne honoursl is another, rn a soeieùy sr¡eh as that of
R@eo steeped ln the eultr¡re tbat had been passed on by thø

earller Greek cíviIísatlonsu this belføf seems a'rmosÈ fn-
exeusablet ít presupposes a degenerate and nateråalistic statø

of thaü soeiety, ard fts forty ls eqrralred or¡ly by the fdea

that the apotheosi.s çras depedent upon the vote of Èbe senatø. (zÐ.
fu nlght r*eL1 suspeet thet the eyaicism of raoitus ås glven

dellberate expressfon when he d.eserlbs Tfberius8 Letter to thE

senatø on the occaslon of the death of hls nother Lilriae
ß 

o ' ohe ad.deil that shø iras noù to be detfLed F she

herEelf had not wfshed åtr! i eS¡

that therre ehould be any ehoiee grantød Ín thls natÈer tø tb@

proposød neelpient appears aÈ the least, a, very qualat idsa"

t{hil-st his own testimony ls laeking, an earlier historia¡ cÉ

though 6ne the general. circ'u¡nEtanoes of i.¡hose låfe !xer@ qrråte

sirnllar to fJrose of racltus Þ offers many parallels ln the

und.erlyång spLrit of his urrítfngs" Liq¡ professod hinself a

belåeven in ân immutable Fate nby r.¡hose lar¿ tba pattern of
hwnan affairs ls inflexibLy flxedn (zl) u Just aÍ¡ Taeitus sonetimes

sesms incllned to d.eo

nMost m@nr horeveru flnd lt natr¡ra1 to balÍeve that lives
are predestlned, fbom blrthtr,, hE says (eS¡, rperhaps he -
l'en Galba * clesprsed such natters as affairs of chanee;
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perhaps he thought that ühe decrees of fateu although

slgnÍfied to rer are not to be avoided"

are hÍs two posslble explanations of Galbets scorn for eerteín -

omens. (eg) o Indeed thi.s would be in keeping !üith Stoic teachingu

Èor'¡arcls whíeb, although not eormi.tting hinself any more than by

adnirång examples of stote eoruluct, TaeLÈus Lnelines. (:o¡, Both

f,lvy and raeåtus ercpress acceptanee of the valÍd.åty of pr€-

dietions by augury ard other slnilar nean6 (:f¡, and. thts
involves them in an apparent ínconsfsteney !ilith tbeir inclin¿tions
tor¿ards clete¡minlsn, Livyp bowever, suggests hie reasonso Hås

dd, he ss,ys, ta"kes on as Lt were an antique tinge, ard

he ls constrained to believe that they 6 that åsu auguries

ard the llke - nust have thelr signíficanee, seeing tbat th@

wLsest' of the aneients deemed ther¡ worthy of publle attention " (327 
"

Thís renarkably unscfentlfic explanationo so astonishírg to &

twentletlz century raader, Ìfias not erpeeted, to surprise its
authorls aud.lenee nearly two thouea¡rd. years agoô rts serious

aecoptanee requiros a eonsemrs,tlsm whieh more mod,ern ad. moro

liberal-thínkíng generatlons ear¡not g?aspo (lÐ"
rt might then b€ offered ae a reasonable hypothesls, la

vÍew of the slmilarítles between h{m ard r,ivro thst raeåtus,

resemblíng hls predecessor in the reepeets Juot nentioned,, firrther
resemb]-es hÍn in his vÍew of the relationsbip between Fat,e ard

Rellglon or Religíon as seen, fum a Roman polnË of view,

1n onô at least of its nost lmFortant aspeets"

an admírer of racltus is strongly tenpted. to persuade

hi-mself that his author was really indÍfferent tol¡azde the

praetiee of dlvÍnatlon so wiêely used, @ ard. nieusecl 6 Ln
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his dayn a. perusal of the Håstoriøs a¡d the .&¡narsu howevor,

lrdícates that although a tendency towarlls scepticisn is
apparont Ín his later work, he n€vatr so fer as oa8 is
able to Juétge eompletely abardoned faith in prognostícationg"

ïn the first p3.aee it must bs borr¡e ån nind ttat the

prodigies ard oneas r¿hich in eertain instanees he accepts took

place el.tber bfore he !ÍaE born, or at eny rate dr:ring his
early boyhood (zlr); the account thÊt he reeolved of then wìase

at' beet, seeond-hard,o rn expressLng or i*ply¿rrg Þ¡1s eredenee

of any preseience frslû prodlgies e¡d the likeu he sras åndaed,

being wlse afLer the eventu for the prodigy ar¡d íte outeome

wer€ already kristory, This wíll hav,e Èo be renembered when

Tae{tus spoaks wlth convictlon upon the rerlablrJ.ty of eertain
crdìensi his attitude would necessaråJ.y have been less eredulous

hâd he been ln the posftå.on of the trÞrson to whcm the smea

appeared"

soeonlly, dtfferentfatåon musÈ be uade between & sceptleísn
towards the possibility of, prophecy by mga,ns of omons, ar¡d &

seepticisn tor¡ards a. partierrlar Lnterpretation of r*hat thg mans

portended'" Not lnnariably lrere' these interpreted eornoctly; e''@r
was aluays liable to occur when the mob 6 L usr¡al target of
Taettusr eonteunpfruous nfdleule formed its olrn eonolusions"

Error wo*Id often arise areo d,rÍng tiues of fear and dangere

when the fever sf excitoment provided, opporürlrity for nisconstrtring
whet was seen in a. veqy brlef gli-uapse fnto Èhe futuro"

nMonstrous brrths håd takea pracerj he recounts at one

period of crisis, rftogether with il*ny otber rnarryels sueh as
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in uneivílised ages are observed evsn in q*ået tr.nee, but
whf.eh nomdays are onty heard of in tlnes of amietyn . (35) 

"
Fear then brought the Romans down, ín Taeitusr estfunatrono to
the level of prirni.tlve peopres beeause of thefr too hasÈy

bellef ln worder'' Agaån he speaks eontemptuousry of RæE as
¡?& eity that fitd.s meanlngs ln everythångr¡ r¡hen a ahance er¡ent

fs takan as an omen by the eredulous populace" (lO1,
rt will be worthl¡hi.le to enaníne some of the more i.mportant

exa.mples of ctrrns aad, slmilat propheeies" Before a naJor En-
gagement iøíth Gennan tríbesr¡en, Genmanicus we,s given an la-
dieatLon of the w'y in r¿hich the eours. of tù¡e ensulng battle
wor¡Ld go.

'Meanrshile* ne^rrates TaeÍtus, rrGsmanícus saw a good @eno

Etght eagles attracted. his attøntion by flyrne arourd ard
then into tbe woodso He ca11ed out to his mene sOme oos

forrøard3 FoLlow t'he Roman bírds, the legionsr own dLetieså ! 
"u " o,

a great vietory followed,, at malr_ cost to Germa,nieus' o (gl) 
"

Eere Ls a oes@ of a. good @en, rts reeognition ad. eorrøct
lnterpretatlon, and lte heppy out@6,ne" rt Da,y be no nore thålr
that raeitus readu otr was ùord by sooneon€ who had hear.rd, thet
the elght eagres rdere remarked by Ger:nanleuse and, thet tho
historlan llked the dr¡rnatie effeet thåt thrs m€ùnner of fn-
t'roduetåon ør a battle added ts a more stralghtfonard aceount,
Thls nay røeLL be so¡ although es will b€ se@a as fi¡rther
evideneE of raeitusr reepeet for augury appears, lt rs &', un-
l1køly explanation" Eþan Lf lt were the correct explanatfon,
however, it 

'or¿1d 
reveal his credulåty by its very inctruslon;
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ad f\trther evldenoe that another explanatlon must be sought

lles ín the fact that tb6 qnsa relates to one of racítuss

few heroes, Germanlsus. (38),

Another serles of @ens is stated to have been seen whEn

Nero began hfs rul@"

¡rA series of prodigles, o. "lrd,åcated. ehanges for the

l{ors@ø stade¡ds and sordiers? tents were set on fire
fþcur the Ekf" a swan of bees setü.6d on thø pedlnent

of fhø CapiÈolf.nc tenple, llalf-bostial ehildren srerê bornu

and a pig wåtha har¿kts claws.o.n.r (lg)

Thís oertalnlli:" sounde llke wlsdcm after the event, for tt must

be assrmed that ft wes Rome tbat, was to sr¡ffer theee changes

for th6 wof,$8e The veracity of these prodigLes 1s demonstrated

by the whole of the remalníng chapters of tbe anna'r s l{ero?s

prÍneipat'e lras a¡rproachfng. 0n1y a fer¡ cha.ptens earlåen,

bowever, (¿0) ln descrlblng equarly fantastio events though

admittedly m@re olosely related to ord{ncry hrman ex¡ierfeneø,

Taaltus avo$rs that nhat t¡e has told, a^nd what he will têLt
is the tnrth; older msn had heard and. reeo¡ded, åtn rf this
protestatlon ls sineere, and. there ie no reason to doubt thåt
ft le sos Taeftus cloarly believeE that Èhe prod,rgies nentioned

in th€ passage in qrrostlon did in fact oceuri he hsd found the

aecounf rrrltten in sem@ soutree whíeb he fourd it uruFoessary ë

as ldas his custm - to speeifþ,

another passege nentroning rather- sinrlar prodLgies iE less

easily explaÍned.

nl4any æ,in pradlgr.es inte¡:nened at ttrls stagøo a wø*a
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clue to the anger of the Gods that Nero contl.nr¡od. ln
ln hts m¡le and excesses for nany JrÊars afberwardstr. (æ)

thie is a remarkable passagee end lt migbt, be lnterpneted. (p)

as an lronlcal. ecmnønt upon the firttltty of augur¡ri but as

Taeåtus elser^rhere attaetlee inportanoe ûo vþry slniler
spraesagla' (n) sueh an interparetaùion wou]-d. denarxl the

suppositlon of an lntolerahle lnconslstency sueb as is not

found el-sewhere ln his worko That the prodlgies aetrrally

oecurred. and lrer@ seen Te.cftus doeg not doubt" IIø apparently

feels thst not overy tfne a sru.ke ls brought lnto the ¡rorld

by & woman is there bad or g@od neÌds at hand. One l.s lefb

t*lth the feeling although this notLon 1s not ex¡rressed 6

tlrat ühE íntærpreters of th:Ls series of onens wer€ tbe publie

at large, and as bas been srrggested, above, Èh€ ínterpretation

was false as s @onSêeüeñ@@o

Tbe írony ås qåne¿ at sonethång other than the lnetitutions

of au€urIro rrhe Godes ån their apathy ÈowarÌas hr¡man affaírs

ad.cled. no f\¡nther punisbnent to m@n ev@n wben prod.i.gies of &

throatentng naÈure !üere seeno Nerols reign merely oontínr¡Ed for
ria4r y@e,rs to eo¡neo Thls d,oes not imply any nitigatJ.on, ar¡y

lntrusion in èhe fom of asslEtance to mankíd on Èhe past of

tbe Gods @ as '' bbugh men in thelr ést{¡aatÍon w@re tnrng

punished sufficíently an¡ndayo Thø portents lrrere ir¡åed cårÏitat;

tho Gods were slmply unconcerned síne cura der¡m È' ard

nothfng is fmplled reganiting Èhe autborship of thsse phenmena

by tbe verb teveniebatltr o In Èå,nes of clistresse ft soeraÍre the

Gods usre lndífforent too ir¡dlfferent svea to punlsb., sueh

ineffiei.ent God.s, Taeítus seems to sr:ggest, had only an
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ornamental valueu aad that only Èo mlnd,s prone Ëo suporsÈitioa"

Next there is an instgnce of the realisation of threats
arising from bù omonso

'ìFfaetus " n u "entered. .&rmenlall states Taeitus ñ'" o o obut the

cmens lrere slnister' For uhile crossing the Euphrates brídge,

ths horse carrytng the eonsr¡Lar lnsignta took fright for ao

apparent reasone ar¡d bottad to the r€aro Then a vtdÈå¡n d¡¡s

for saerifice - when the eonstruetion of the winùar ca¡ûp

was eønpleta E esoaped outsåde the rampart before the

rnrork wúLs d.ou6, Moreover etome soldiersî Javelias eaughÈ fire 6

a partleularly signlfícant portent sånce the parthian enoìny

fights with nissåleso But Paetus dísregarded the onsasn,o (lrç) 
"

Thås extraeÈ offers a. straíghÈforr+ard descriptlon of si¡¡isêer
qrons whieh, had tboy been regarelect wlth anybhlng buÈ scorn by
Paetus for the word lspreèr.se does not suggesÈ & ner@ failure
to recognlse what was portended wourd have dissuaded hlme on@

prosumese fton adopèing the eourse that he dld adopt wlth si¡ch

disastrous r€sultso sueh & narratíve euggests most eogently the
creduliÈy of îaeåÈus" Even nore conrleÈlon accrues frsm the
parenÈheùÍ-e phraso lnagÍs insignf prodigtor¡ for onø who was

sceptieal of prodlgles generally r*o¡rld harctly be likely to ait¡rit
vary{ng degrees of slgnifleancøo

For Taoltus to ba so openly eredulous is exceptronal;

regrrlarLy his descriptions of oüÌeas are elusiqe" perbaps thÍs
slusfursnegs emanates fro¡a uncertafnty; psrhaps iÈ ls deliberate
ambtguityi or perhaps iÈ j-s born of an ironJcal appnæ.eh tovrarÉls

tho prevalent seasas of varues that wera acoapèed, aÈ Røne around,

fhe beginrolng of the seeond eentury" ra thls last eese the
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whole polnt or conËant of tbe irony cannot bo recaptrrrodn A

perid of, ealightened nrle was boginnlng; that thÌ.s was really
ao was everybodyts hopes but nobody aeÈually corrld knou 1È.

símilarly enlightæned $rer@ the earlier years of Èhe reigns of
Tlberius and DonítÍan, and. e'*en Nero hed þen less of a

seûurge to Rcrne at tbe beginnlng of his rei.gn. possibly tb.ts

Eenss of doubt ard d,iffideaee is best convoyed by a passing

remark put lnto th' nouth of another sf raeitus¡ heroes ö

Thrasea PaeÈus. (4il " Thrasea eqnment,s tùat this reÈrogresslve

tendeney whích Tiberåusu Nero and Donitían had exh:ibited seensd

to bE a 1ærøanent featr¡re of Rmans in officø. ("rn6). perhaps

too Taeítus fs stirl conscious of the dangers or this trend,u

an¡n"ray, whatever tire reasone ln üh. naJority of eítattons by
Èrim of omense prodlgies aad the like he appears to be srmost

self-conselously non-cøn¡littal. ê.gaf.n ons must ber,¡are of eonfuslng

the reJeoÈLon of an omsn wfth the reJeeÈíon of a partlcular
lntarpretation oF relevaneø of an @@ïIo rt ås f¿åd.r to eoner_trdø

thsÈ ev@n when the portents are d,escríbed buÈ Èhe ouÈoornE

proryes then to hav'e boen wrongly interpreted their very nenÈion

by aa author r+bo knows thet Èhoy are to be eontradioted by
thß subsequent faots thet he hinsalf supplles, is either en

outrighb nookery of onens or a¡r act of faith in them; but for
Èhis to eonstLÈuåa aå outright mockery, mens l*ould. have Èo be

expected to be desplsed unlfomly throughout the l,rhole of ttro
wråtten work of the author. so in tbe greatesÈ mmber of
refercnoes to @ens ar¡i portents ia the historiaa-l worke of.

Taeltus, Errl lnparÈfal st*temenÈ of an om6n as it was seen or was

reported to have been soene evea when the na¡rative rater reJeets
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fts evidence as unrelíableo måy not bê taken to sr.rggest,

Taeitust inered.rrlity,

rn ssv6l:aL oÈher aneodotæs he gives an account of how

the mob seLzed upon & wrong fnterpretation of s@s phenomenon.

ssaeÈines they emcd by baslng their supposltfons upon pop*lar
bellef,; soinetimes superstJ-tious faney r,raa tbe eulprit; oftøn
the Ínstances merely show how right raeiÈus wa.s when he sdld
that our rnind.s are ready to believe arybhing once they lose
thelr norra.ù poise. (lrZ) .

Taeiùus reeounts an eplsode r¿hen l{ero erd Britannleue

appearecl together at, a public speetaole.

Hlshl-le clar¡dlus lras presanÈ at the ganss fn ühe

circustr he relates, tr"u,nùhe greater applause receí'ed by

Nero greater, that is, than that reeeived by BrLtannieus -
rdas regancled. as propheÈic. .&" f\¡rther story thsü in hLs

infanoy sorponts had watehed oÌrer hiiïr was a fablø ddaptd
frorn fonelgn nÍraele taleso r{ero hfmself € who }ras noÈ

ovor-uodesù @ used to say that Just on8 snake had beea

Eoen 1n his bed.roomrt, (4S) 
"

The flrst pert' of tha story that eoneerntng the poprrlarity
of Nero @ 1s told., for vheü it is worèb, without conuont,

although the expectaÈlons of üha erown urer@ unforùunataly neallsedo

But the s&ory of the serpenÈe is deslt witb by Tacitus in &

very brusque nanner" Thls ls not beeuase the efrcrmstancoe are

any mora fanelfu-l than others tb¿t he aoeepte, but sÍnply
beeause they &re eontrary to urhat he loers to be thô trrre

faets coneerning Nero¡s infaacy" rf the talE eo*ld have þeen
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substantiated at a[r then surely Sero himse]-f of aL1 peoplee

Tacitus says, was the na,n to d.o soo Th-ts j.nstance shows that
he preserves his eritícal faerrlties in the treatneaü of at
least one omen, and thero is absolutery no reason to suppose

that hø so far violated his critÍeal lastlneüs elsewhene as t@

ir:alude 1n hís hÍstori.aal qorks sereral other no less lmprobable

anecdotês, unless hø really bel-ieved in thosE others"

In describi.ng an unusually destructLve flre vrhLob took place

on tbe Caelian hill in Rono, Taeåtus says:

n[the calamity Èhat occurred when a hugo anphítheatre

oollapsed wlth thø loss of mar,iy Èhpusand.s of lívesl r¡¡as

not forgotten arhen Røoe sr¡ffored frm an esoeptionall.y

deetruetfvs fire whfoh gutted the Gaelfan hfll. Thj.s was

a fatal yearp people said,o Fastenlng on å scapegoat for
chanco happeaings (as the publie does)u they deteeted a^n

evil omen in the Snperorâs deoislon to leave Rcnns. Tiberl.ue

d.i.sarmed erftielsm by d.istributtng mon€¡r in proportion to
losses irrerrrredtt . ("lrg) 

"

ThLs pasgage 1s rather dtfficulÈ to constru@, Taeitus aryaÍgns

the ozrlÍnary peopl@ for seeking to frr¡ct a gurlty aeù in ozder

to errplaln things thåt they berieved Ëo be ill @ens6, buÈ

wirieh in facÈ are shown to b€ merely matterE of ehancøo Nor¿

!ühy he shou.ld ehoose to bEliese that these øvents were any

less íLl omens, any the Dore simpry fortuitous occurreoeeã,

fha"n for instanae Èhe shylng of a horse or the eseape of aa

lnterdsd sacrffleial vietln, is diffleult to expraÍn" rt nay be

tho resrrlt of consclence, ad a r,rlsh üo moderate a narratÍve

whieb ls causing mr¿ah danage tÐ the reputaÈÍon of riberÍus 6
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an attempf to show that tha't &nperor lr¿s not intrinsleally a.

bsd nan excepti-ng where hls moÈhor¡s anbftion o'uerrod,e hls owa

personality. (50). ¡ far mos€ likely explanation nay b€ ex-

traetacl frm s, eonsideration of the circrmstanees of these ard.

othor toa6ns!u It seems thsè tbß onens to whteh Tacltus gfves

the greatest a.mour¡È of credeneø &rs those whieh gain dlgnity from

their attendant eircr.mEtancôs. thlrgs lEarnt frcm enÈrails by tJre

harusoLces, oceurrenees at altars of sacrificeu prdigÍes seeÍl

by generals þfore battle these ard sueh-likE matters ar€

found to b reconiled. if not without reluotanoe to dlve Judg-

ment, at any rate wlthout sceptícism. Events affeeting tbs

ordinaqy people, on the other har¡d, eveats t"het. håd littlE
bearing upon the ?srmms. imperlit had no hallowing errirormenÈe.

and ean therefor"o b€ d.lsmissed by lacitus whose snobbleh

attlùr¡de is manlfest at €qery t'Jrn as valueless o

The above has beon a suffi€y of the more ìmFortanÈ onens

narrated by laeit¡ls ln the @8," rt has no ¡rretensions Èo

exhaustivenesse but olaLus to suggest morely his general attitud,e

towand,s the subjeet,n În the 1asÈ tr+o eases mentioned. he rejects

them as betng eÍther entlrely unfor¡nded or the result of the

unskilled. i.nÈerpretatlons of an urxliecernlng pubJ.iei in the oùhen

lnsùeneeE he deseribes Èhe portents as matters of fact, whíoh

Ín itseu índieates at leasù a lsck of tbat contempt which the

tweatie€h century would find ítself inellned to bestow upon then;

and fn threo o:ra.npIes at lEasÈ he gives his cøupleta acqulescenee

to the validfty of the omensc

Fþom these faets a general- eoneluslon nay bE arrived. eêi
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thaù 1s, thåt fron the deserlptíons of tmI'orbant prdlgies,
porbenüs ald onens Ín the surrrivfng books of ths Annals there

are sure fdicatLons that the autlaor fìrlly believerl, in ttre

propheÈ1e valldity of sueh praesaglau wlth the reservatíon È?¡at

the hasty assirmptÍons of the publieu and fnberpretatfons fomed

in tlmes of stress ard. danger ara likely to b€ i¡raoeurate" If
the evidence upon whåeh thls eoneluslon is based. seems at tluos

to be t'enuotrsu tluls may þ eharged to Èbe habLüÞ-l elusiveness

of raeitus when thero is questfon of plaeing his priva.te

oplnions and judgments upon reconct, His nethed of treating hís

natter ls excoptíonally subjeetirre, there is no doubt; arxl this
might well be regard.ed as a great advantage ln the pr.esent

inqulry. But the advanþge invariably drsappeers as Tacåtusu in
his efforts to atteín inparüiality, ínvolves hl^nseLf time ard

again ln apparent fnoonsisteneleso

The ånnqk ccmpri.se hås latest extant wrlÈings, It. aannot

reasonably be supposed that the cl-ror.mst¿nces of hís Iífe shorild

have led bim to becomE any Èhe more gul1ib1e and. íngenuous in
the annals than he $rgs r*¡hen wrlting his earlier worksi he¡ &

man of po-bentiall-y great coosequenc@ in Romen polities, spent

the greater psrt of hås l1fe urder eorditlons of aeute politíeaI
unresto not to nentíon the terrors of persecutíon; he li_r¡ed

¡rithout either the stim¿1us or the eonsolation of & rollgious
cod'ø arul disclpllne ånto perspectlve r¿iÈh whíeh he could narshal

his thoughts ard feelfngs"

so far as the quesÈion of belief in omsns arxl prodígies fs
concerned the expectatÍon of an increasing scepticísm in the later
r,lorks of racltr¡s ís realised.; as ons eari apprently reaeh fairly
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definite eoncluslons about hís beliefs ån the ÅnnelË, sinilar
conelusions based upon more euriphatie evÍctenee can be obtainect

frør the Illstorleg"

As earl-y as l-n the third ebapter of the first booku

Taeitus has unequvoeally eomaitted hlmself"

ttAnd in addltion to these nanifold disasters in
hunan affairsrt he states, ttthere krere prodigies ín ea¡th

ard sky; there lrers warnlngs fum 1lgbtnång, there wsr@

presages for tho frrture, sone of good., some of evJ.l, scme

obscure, scme not to be misu¡tåeretood,rr " (|,t).

To reJeet a clear sta.tement of this nature, e¡il to belåeve

in the light of 1t that lacåtus lras scepti-eel of d.ivÍnation

and augury wor¡ld. requlre a fafr degree of perverslty"

some of the more irmportant tpre.esagi.al of the Histories

v¡ill províde the basås for a diseussion complementary to tha.b

based. upon the onens mentf oned. in the a,nnalsu as abolreo

A, marvellous thlng happensd to Vltell_ius.
rrAs he was addressing the arm¡rrt TacLtus stateo, lea

fltight of { 11 -oner¡ed bÍrds passed 1r-ke a, clotrd ovêr hLs

headu obscr:ring the ]-ight of day" There was anothor díre

omen also; a bulI esca¡nd from the altar, ard afber

seatterfng the preparations for the sacrifiee was slaÍn aÈ

some diste.nce ar¡l in a ma,nner dåfferen.i; fbm tbat usually

obseffiisd uith vietlnsu , (52¡ 
"

The unhappy events r¡hieh these iil, cmens eofmrneo dury took

place vÐry shortly afberwarÌì.s, the Vitellian faction $¡as conpletely

ìaverthror,rn" If Vite11lus ltas in doubt eoncerning the issue before
r/the occulence: of these prodigies, the wonders ilid in faet suceeed,
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.i-n shattering hås eonfldenee; hås faeeo his gaiü showeil ale¡"¡û

aE each nerr messaåger arrived; ard finally he lras for ever

in his eupso

.å most interestíng circunstaneo oceurrpd at the death of
0tbo.

¡rThe lntrabitants of Reglun r,epíd.r:m narrete that 6!r the

day of the batùle of Bedriacr.m a blrd of u¡¡knor"m aspeet

alight€d there ln a freqr:ented grovê, where it renaind
unüorrífíed and u¡¡tisturbed by ùho throng of Inople, or by

the birds that ùhronged aroud Ít until- the mmenü when

obho put an erd to hiæser.f " Then it disappearod; ard, a

calcr¡lation of the ti¡ae shorved, that the beginr¡ing arxr ed,
of the marsol colneíded with the last hours of, tbhors

ttføß " (53).

There seems lf.ttle roon for doubt fbcm these words that Taeítr¿s

aecepts thís stor'¡r as a^n men eorrectly interpreted; the

rareness and perolstencç of the bfÌ",å, together r,¡fth the coin_

eidenee of lts appearanee and the deaür of otho eacb preelrrde

it frorn be{ng a natr¡ral evento This anecdote ls very sürong

1n dra¡ratie effeet, ard it is told with & sense of awe that
fonbids ona to suppose that the event was fortultous.

-&nother st¡nilar story is told, of Ge.Lba saerifleíng fn the
Templø of 3,pollo"

¡r 
o . " "Garh. rüa,s sacrifíelng in the Tempre of .a,poil-e

when the soothsayer Ïrmbrietus announced in the hearlng of
Othou who tras stardfng by¡ tt,*t the entrails r¡€r@ un-

favourable, porterding an Íurninent prot ad a foe r,¡åthin

the house" obbo fnterpreted, the omen Ín the contrary sense,
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as favor.rable to hi.nself enct i¡nplying a, prosperou.s fssue

to hfs enterpriserr. (Slr) ,

ooe rntght cynically suppose, of corarsê, that the soothsayer was

dropping in Garbals ear a word. that hsd eonne to hj-n fron a

sourc@ oùhor than the entrails of the vietfm. yeù Taeltus,

an adept in the use of innuendo, gives no hint of suoh a

suepieiony and the incidenb is descriþd, with the straightforrvartlness

born of eredulÍty, The words t€_eontrarÍoÎ níght be translated

as ?frcm the opposíte point of vier+r, for the interpretation
of Obho r¡tas not Ínconslstent r+ith that of lhrbrlcius; bad nôus

for Galba meant at thís stage good news for obhoo ThE xm-

portant point ís thet Obhots intorpretation ía ontry i-ncidentall¡r'

correçt. tr\æther it might ba suggested. that, the dlgnity of the

seener set as it hras, in ùhe Temple of Apollo, r,¡or¡ld help

Taeitus towarrås blief ln thís predlctl.on . (|¡5) 
"

Not only to Røan priests ard. generals d.oes Tacitus aseribs

the power of divine.tion, A c¡rpriot priest ls menti"oned,e

trrhe priest, whose ne¡le ]rs.s sostratusn percievíng that

the entralls vrere all alike favor:rable, and thet thÊ

Goddess looked, approvfngly on scme great enterprise, gave

a brief arrl ordi-ria¡y ans!,rer for Èhe moment, ar¡d then,

granting a privato interyier¡, d.rsclosed, the fr¡turo¡r " (56¡,.

Titusn the recipient of thís inforrnation, believed it; hig orûr

a¡d his fatherts armíeg certainly belteved it, and. there ls Bo

irdication froan Taeltus thåt he !¡as aEy more seeptieal thar¡

they wêp€' as hae been poínted out already, the admlsslon of

sucb a story lnto what the autbor claims to be a factr¡aI

narrativer without arry quallfioations, helps to establish hÍs
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belíef 1n dlvinatlon 1n generaLo

.&.gaÍn Taeltus relatee¡

trtlhen vespasían was there, sacrfficíngn nrrrsing secret

ambitlons in his mind, Èhe priest Baeilides afber repeated.

exanination of the entrafls deel-ared rlühateve¡, it is you

ar€ designlngu vespaslan whether it b€ the buildlng of

a house or &n extenslon of your bourxrarLøs or a larger

nrrrber of slaves E know that you are to have a blg

mansion¡ a vast dæå,in arcå a mr¡ltitnåe of attendants$rr, ßl)
rt ís unlikely that Basilides Í.maglned Just Ìnw acergate tn
eaah of these three respeets hls pr"ediction would prove to beo

qne need not blieve that raeitus wor:'ld. h¿ve followed

ves¡usian lnto the helghts of astrology whieh he mentlons

elsewhere in the sau,e chapter"

t!;.".the others boldly crolded arourd veepasien¡ and

encouraged hj¡n; they remínd,ed hln of eertain prophetÍe

utteraneesu and of eertain movements of the statrs" For

Vespaslan hlmseLf was not lnsensible to lnfluences of this
kiruå¡ rf 

"

The language of raeítus nakes Ít clearu ín faet, thåt hE wishes

hfinseLf entirely díssociaÈed fbom such views on his or,Jn part;
yet he aceepts the crnens that veslmstan remembored eoneerning

h{mself onc€ nore, eloquenùly wi"thout comrent:

¡t01d o*ens now recurred to hls mrnd," .å lofLy cJærêsg

tree on his property hgd srrddenly fallens next day it hsd

grown again on the sane spot, as tatt as before, ard more

exuberanto o.. o.,r (le¡.



This and tho previous story seem to have been released

by vespaslan ar:d rltus only aftor the bappy outeome tl¡åt they

signified hd, fn fact, been fìrlfilled. (Eg) " rt seems üo the

more sophistlcated reader of the tr¡entieth cenùurlr tbat for &n

emperor to recount from his throne hov foreign priests had

foretold hls destiny for his high offiee wor.¡].d be an fnvitatLsn

to d.erision; ft wae not sog howeveru for Tacitus, ard he records

the subsequent revelation ån an tnpartiaily facù:al &annêro

There arê limits to his ered,ulity, however; statues turning

of thefr olrn aceord ar¡l tarklng oxen seem to transgress r¡baü

has alread.y been seen to b@ a none too stringent, compassâ

nAlarrn also Þras ereated by prodlgles reported by d.ívers

witnesses" The reins of the charíot on whleh Vletory stards

fn the area of the capitol had d,ropped fbcm her handso..o.

uooârì ox in Etruri-a håd spoken; monstrous births had takgn

place, toget'ber wLtb nany other maffiels sueh as in un-

clvllised aæs are obserrred even ln qulet timese but rqtríeh

nowadays are heanå of oaly in moments of arxie&lt. (60).

The phenomena Ín question aro certainly of an extrarnagent nature,

not parelleled. smong other prodlgies to whieh racftr¡s accords

beliefe Tongues ruo rlot, during tå¡oeg of stress and energeney (6r),

and although hís conternporarles do not as a general rule irnitaùe

theår femote a¡ncestors, they emerge little better than they

to judge from the wild gossip that f1Íes arourd, fn monents

of erislg.

Later in the søne chapter his ecmplaint is of a different
natrrre:
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rrAnd as soon as m@nrg nírd.s bad been relieved frem

ttreee fearsn the faot that f0bhot il *y to the tra.rc o o ot{e.s

blocked, lnstoad of being referred, to chance or to naùr¡ral

calrsese was interpreteil as a portent, omínous of J-mpending

calamityt¡.

Here agaln (62) ís hís cautÍon agafnst an art too read,y

aeceptanee of unusual slghts or enents as being oinsnso Not or|ly

do crises prmote the lnventloa ofp gosslp about, and finarly
berlef in faneLful events, buü perfeetly natr¡ral things are

taken as om€rrs and portænts. Agaín his scepticisn inelqdes noù

only the eorditlons of arisis obtaining at, the tlue the fcmaeni

1s seen, hrt the genoral irresponsibllíty of, the herd,. Thls

oontempt for the fashion of the people for discovering non-esåÉtent

portent's flnds its elearest errpression by Taeltus in Èhs ç¡onds (6ùe
tlapud eivltatem euneta interpretantemo fi¡¡restt ominls loco aceeptum

est qud.. 
" o..rr; Rcme had attalned to sr¡ch & habit of seeing

hídden meanings Ín thlngs that nottríng eseatræd, its attebtionso

Onens and prodigles, augurJ.es, divinations and other prophècles,

then, seem r:rmistakeabl-y' to have ben real oceurencss to Tacltus 
"

They nay ferbodo good @r evilu they nay be read,ily or orùy

with scme dlfficrilty interpreted,. Sometimes strange thíngs are

u'rongly eonstmed as belng lpraesaglalo but thie is net aluays

neeessarily the câs@¿ Hor"¡ then are the valid ir¡d.ieaÈions of the

fi¡ture to b@ recognised,? Ard onee thelr validity is established,,

how Ís thelr neaníng to be eEplalned? Â,nd then what is oæ üo

do? Are their ínJunctíons bIårdry to bo obeyed¡ or has one any

choiee in the natter? an i:rdicatlon of the Lns$¡ers that racièus

would supply to the first tr¿o questlons has already been glven;

but tbere s¡eems to b€ no means of Étiseovering whet hls answers
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to the renainlng guestions wor¡ld have b€eno The questfone

thernselves arlse qulte sharply ln the following passages

8.oonthe day was disturbed by thurderu f-ightnlEg and

unwonted terrtfþlng sígns ín the heavens. In aneíent tímese

the observation of st¡ch tbings wot¡ld have broken up &

publlc assenbly; but lt tlíd not deter Galbe frcm proceecling

to the canpo Perbaps he ilespÍsed. such natters as affairs

of ehanee; perhaps he thought, that the decrees of Fate,

altbough slgnifled. to rs¡ aro not to be avoided,st " (61).

this dilernma rna¡r¡ of coursee have existecl in the mírd sf Galbs

as Tacitus states; brt'b thís uo¡rld seem lnconsLstent for a nån

whose guLlibÍltt¡' and pronerþss to superstltlon was almost

legenåary. (6il. The altornatir¡e ís much more likely; that thla

is anothar lnstanoo of Taeitus transferring hís oi¿rrr thoughts lnüo

tbe speechas of othsrs. (66) " ThÊ dllenrna ís símply presonteil,

howeroru ard TacíÈus malces no attemptu unfontunately, to sugges+,

whíeh of the alterrra'bives he regarcls as the more reasoneble.

ïInllke the later Historlgå ad Annq,lge tbe earliør uorks of

Taei-tus throw no posltlve llght '¡pon hls attitud,e towards cmeas

and proillgles" Thfs le not altogether surpri.sfngi for whoreas the

HíÉ_t,oFies and the &ggglg ars descrlbing the cæaplex fabrie of

state ard statecrafb ln #bish augury is preseat as ona fine buè

important thread, aî eneonii¡a upon his faÈher-in-1aw, a geo-

graphlcal survsy of the Gernan tribes ard tbelr tarrltories a$d a.

dialogue fn r¿hich the øubJeet of eloquence is dlscussod, are

med.ia in whÍeh iÈ r¡orrld be raoro surprlsÍng than othsrwise to

find supernatural pheumena lnfluenelng or foreastiry the behâviour

of any of the cbaraeters"
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ïÈ was remark€d, aü the outse.,t of this díseussion thaé

there are grounds for bellevíng that there beca,me nanlfest in
thÊ later writizrgs of Tacå'bus a heightenod erítical sensee and

less genoral.'. credrrlfty, rt has also ber:n pointacl out that a¡l

existenee r:nder nurderoue rulers capable of the most arbltrary

cond.uet ís like3-y to eans6 dlslli-usiomrent ar¡i eynieisno and

to nake oae r¿ho sr¡rvfvsd sueh a period of terror nore soul-

searehing and cautíous for the futr:rE. A furthar interasÈJ.ng

faet em€rg€s frm a sÈudy of the oùnens, porton#s a^úd the li-ke

in Taci'bus: to speak arithmei;ieally, the Historieg contafn JusÈ

as maqy accowrts of such phonunena. as d.o the &nnalg, althougtr

the former are eonsåderably less than half as long as the

latteru and. sover a very much shorter period, rt does not

sosm too much to lnfor that laeitus dld, in faet, become in-
ereasÍngly cynieal in hfs last years ar¡d that thus he became

less prone to saerifiee th€ descriptj.on of hard faeÈs, ün-

pleasant beeause closeJ-y related to his ouîr ex¡ærlonoe, in
favour of mysÈerious aneed,oteg"

Ttuie poinSu howover, eannot be labowed. too much. Sta.tistieal

metbod.s of studying the Humanltíesu espeeially tbe elassieal

authors, d'o noÈ 1n principlo seera a satisfactory means of solvíng

the problems involved.. Thenu 1.r,o, eonsid,eration must bs given to
the sou?ees from wbíeh laeitr:s I materi-al lras obtaÍned., rn the

eass of the Anr:sl-s., ræitten records w€rs necessarily drav¡n upon"

rn tbe Histgries, however, many of, the details of the agonising

year of the Four &n¡nrors nuet have been staraped upon hís

memory as the íncidents occurreil; a youth of flfèaen ysars of
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age of raeitus t eÌ;ation musi har/e ben very mueh a-live to ths

drematLe happentngs of the tfme" ,ard apart frm hfs orârn memory,

he must have læen served by the memorles of older eye-'.ri.tnessese

some of then perhaps rherboricians rr¡ith an sye for the lnened.lble

less serupulous than Taeitus himse't f "
rncluded in the abo¡re discussion has &een mention;oË the

vocabulary employed to clesori.bo the varíous means of J-ookÍag ínto

tha future r¿1th some degree of official sancÈion" The tenns

have been used Cor the ¡nosÈ part r¿ithout preelse d.istine+,Lons

beeause Taeítust own tennlnology - in keeping indeec with that

of his fEl-tor¿ Ror¡an historians - fs also very loose, F,B, Krauss (6?)

has atternpted to define song approxinata areas of neaning for
the various terrns usèd by Llvy ad sueÈonius as w,El-l as by

Taei-tus; he shreradry nnkes no elai¡r to absoluta accuraey as

boÈb Servius (68) and St, Arrgustlne (69) staÈe that no clear-eut

demarcati.ons lÍere r"eeognisedn aecording to Krauss, the tera w¿th

the wldesÈ rangs of meanS.ng is lprodlgÍi.:rns, ard thís nonnalry

relates to a prrreJ-y accldental phenonenon" Both the word,s

rportenÈurnr ad ?ostentr¡nt descnibe phenomena manifesèirg the

fr¡træa to the puhJ-ic at rarge rather than to & prívate ln-
dírnidual; in the cas6 of suah s revelatLon to a private person

the usua.l r¿ortl is 'ørens. Thàs latter word may arso indÍcata
an event wh:Leh is thoughÈ to be of no importance at the tlme

of its happeaing, Finally he ffu¡de thå.t ühe word. rmonstru¡n¡
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of raeitus' rn faet lt cor:ld bs definitoly nlsloading tf iè
were used in an at'bonpt sclontifÍcally to relate his meaning

to his terminology along theso Llnes"

The future could bÊ explored by other means at Ro,me Þ a&

Least tirat wa.s the clain d eeri;aln people thus concernedu These

people were the astrologers or însthematl-cÍ¡" Concernfng these

TacLtus ís for oneÊ clear in tire ex¡rression of hls feelíngs.

IIe rnost strongly 1nd.1c'be tbem at tbe bgÍnnlng of hfs hisÈorical

vrltings:
t! 

o 
" 
oa tribo of men who betray tbe great, aclt befool

tbe ered.ulous - a tribe that in or¡r ef-Èy will aluays b€

proser5.bedu anl ah.*ays hold. their grouruån. (?O¡.

ile regards them as & eomplete nulsaace to art men of €oü-

segr¡enee t'hose who have, ar,¡rt tboee who have not yet arri.ved

at' the height of polrero JusÈ holr stubbornly they did hold

thei-n groud ís seen from th€ nr¡mbor of frtiíülEss atterapt,s to

renw,@ the¡l frqm Røaee as related by Taeltus (n) ad. other

*rriters" (lz1 " rn spite of deereeg of expulslon, howeveru they

continued to flourfsb in RmE so süceossfnlly ü¡s.t Ðiocletía¡,
ti¿o oenturies later, uas to be exasparated by their ne"rer-eeasÍng

presÊll@@c (Zi) " .å' eompelllng explanaù1on of these deereee is that
the &nperors themselves atüsehed so much inportanee to ùheår

propheeÍes that they feared. that others, embolileneåd by slmiler
propheefes, r"¡oul-il eüne to rtr¡al themsorves in their deslre for
pord@r; the T.nperial astrologers wor¡ld thus, of eourse, be re-
taLnød. (zlo\. rt íe 1íkery that raciÈusr abrrndant, eontempÈ for
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thefr wares spríngs from s, eontempt for the vendors themselveso

for many fbeedmen Qf) ard. thein ir¡ferlors çrore nr¡nbred ancng

the astrologers" lforse than tbeir etatus lras tbe unfortunaÈe

degree of Ínfluenoe whieh they enJoyed over the caesans and.

their jmmedlate fantly clrcles, anÈl i-t eppoars to hanre been

lnvrarÍably a degrad.lng lnflLuenca.

signfflcanÈ arê the reasorrs given by claudius, ad. seerníngly

erd.orse'l or at least undísputed - by Taeltus Qe¡ for the

establlshment of a school of soothsayers at R@.e. claudius

spoalcs of tbe fmpetus to tire observanee of relígious ceremonÍas

whiøh the .ddvíce of soothsayers has gfven in the past; buË

at presont the advanee of forelger superstiÈions a head5.ng whieh

could noù fafl to ínclr:de astrology has eontrj.buted to publie

i.rdifferenee towards the older nati-ve arto This eonsslvatísm É

a. preference for thlngs Ræan to tlrtngs foreågnu and for
eståbllshed. eustcøns to innonations fs qr:lte consåstent ï¡åth

the general ouÈlook of TacLtus,

thls is not to say that he at'baehes no crodenee to the

utterances of astrologers. His tstrnFliclt fafth ln the Eklll of
thEse eastem {mFos-bersr accønpanfed by rrsueh distrust of thetr
honest/ (zr) constítutes another example of the dlffícrrlty one

fllds in dlsceraing r.rhat wae the sf,ate of rellgious belief durfng

thís perlod' rt appearE that ¡qith a widerrtng of interest ln
nysticislo and the ocerrlt there had foIlov¡ed aJx openång of ears

ts tbe propheeles of astrol-ogers, Èo tbe ertent that Èhe etty
was overflowing with professors of the arÈ, bogus ard genuinø,

ard they constituted a strong subn/erslve ínfluenEa upon public

moraLs. (ZA¡. Taeitus d.oes not fail to mention instances of,
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cÐrrêct predlotfons by astrologers, or at a¡y rate, predietfons

that he j-s wlllÍng to take seriousl.yo For exarnpleu be is so

impressed, by the intelllgent foneeasÈs of Thrasytlus to Tíberíus

that his recountíng tbe story of how tbe astrologer ingratiated,

hÍurself with the esrperor leacls hlm lnto speculatíons concerning

fato ad. free-u1ll " (zg). agafn, the matriclde ard. prineipate of,

Nero are foretold. to hås moÈher Agripptna by astrologers" (so) 
"

To concLude this discussion of the våews of racltr¡s upon

relfgåono lt ås noeessary to tr.rrn fbom religion as it waÉ

accepted arsl praetfsed at Rome, and to consid.er hls views upon

the nellgíons of other peoples, bo'bh in other lands and when

these foreign religíons were lntroduced int,o Rome j.tself"

lühen speaktng of foreÍgn rellgions aÊ praetíced abroad, his

tcæ ls normally that of an lnbrested a"ntiqr.larfan, wel] wortby

of axry seholanly wonk today" The deep lnterest that hø betrays

ån suoh matters suggests that, he r¿ould. be wíIltng to agr€e +,hB;t

an unclerste.ndlng of hís religÍouo beriefs can offer a, deap

peræÞnaflon lnto the mínd, ard henee the dlspositíon of the

believar.

Hfs d.escri-ption of the roligíous beliefs arul edes of cond.uot

of the Germanlo tribes ls given ín Èbis fnterestsd maruler a

manner that h¿s been fnterpreted by somê as thß batrayal of,

adrnlratlon for a eonslstant monotheismn fnee from ornamentatf.on

and sophlstication, whieh racltus hlmself sougbt in valn. rt ås

true that tbere is eaw¡ only tbinly disguisedr of tbefr sfrnpler

life, ard he seems pleasantly strrprisecl that their religion fs

so c]-osely correlated i¿ith their daily life, in a living rather

than the perf\:netory way that it rras cond.ucted. at Rome". There
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isu t"ooo a notæ of surpríse r,¡hieh ls probabtry a. signlfieant

ir¡illeatlon of the cusÈønary manners ín the correspordfng fLeld

at Rome - r¡hen he no-bes the finality r,¡ith r¡hich the lnf,unctlons

ofømens and. portents &r€ accepted by the Germans. (81).

Tl¡e Hlst'orleq eontaln an fnÌ:eresting story of the foundlng

of th€ tenpre of the Paphian venus in c¡rprus, and of the rftes

that took place there t82)g the prlest sostratus erridently

earned the respaot of Tacltus because of Èhe prophecy of ged

forbune whieh he nacle to Títus ard hís father. (S3).

sfmilarl¡ ebsorblng is the accowrt of vespasåanrs brief adp

so far as 1s known, only assoclation r¿ith the Eg¡rptlan god of

heallng, senapis, at .ê,lexandrie" (84) " afber obtaining the credÍt

for what raeftus appeers ts bel-íeve were foriultous heallngsu

vespasian beca^rûe lnfatuated uith the eult, and upon this peg

f s hung e.n aecount' of ite hisÈory ancl tbe reroarkabLe events

whieh preeedeil lts inception. The r¿hoLe aecount, is passecl on

t+lthout eomment, as one wbíeh hsd been gfven to Taeitus frcrcl

another stl¡reei there fs no lndlce.tåon as to whether the ptcture

of a God walking ur¡ald.ed. on to a ship l¡as wíthin Tacitus r

powêrs of fmaglnation or not. Perhaps lt $ra,eo es a sclentist

he lras eompletely laeking ín trainång" (s¡). rn an age i+hen

seientifie ígnoranee was not exceptlonal, there uas probably a
greaèer lnclination to belleving tbe abnormaåo because no scLentíst

Ics,s ready ror¡rd the eorner to explode an attractiva tolø,

Ibking appropriate allowances for the spacious mannetr in i.¡hieh

the füstories are recounted. as con¡rarod *tth the Ânnal€.e it ís

neîêrtheless lnteresting to note thåt four eomplete, long chaptere

are devoted, to the description of the cult of Ser"apiso
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ûbher hief references to as¡æcts of foreign religione
aro made aacordfng as they beae.ue appropriate to the narratlve;
for lnstance, when the Bructeri hol"d veteda as a wqûan of
aeknowtr-edged, authoråty ft ís mentioneil le passån¡g that tbe

Ger¡nans hcld r,¡om@n as prophetåc ard even dfvine. (s6).

The description of the appe€renee ín 3l+ A"D" of th@

Phoenlx ard of its båstory (g?) shows horE Tací-buss treatneu$

of & religious Èopic ís strie'oly Eecule,r. Though the hlstory
of this fabr:lous bfrd is not, to be stråctly aecurateu a

rellgíous tople, ít is related to rellglon by lts bizarøe

nature F ft 1s if not a su¡ærnatural at least a praeterna.èural

phenomenon, ard. as Tacitus stetes (ss¡ tt is saered to the srulo

Eis treafuent of ürle theme is . tåougffrjl, reasonable and free
frcsn ar¡y tendeney to make up the read.enls mir:d fon hia¡ ån

faat íè ås written v'ory much ln tbe sane veån as {s tho

history of the capítolrne tenrple of JupiÈer. (s9) " althougtr

sacrifiees to Jupfter are deseribed. ín numerons plaees ln
Taeftuss namatlveu hís tecrple ard its hisèory seem no nore

personalr no more persorrally related to Tacittrs thân le the
Phoer-jff orp for t'bat inatteru sorapis; each of them ås ar¡

obJeet of pwely aeademíe and antlquarian interestu

Thís consideration of foreign cults and creed,s has so far
been coneerned ioith matters only lneldentaJ. Èo life and soefety at
Rome* The tono of the hisÈorls.r¡ changes most notieeably r+hen

any forefgn religlon or beråef makes its ep¡æaranæ at Rome, or
1n any way affeets the ltfe of ül:e eåty. At onee Taoltus råses

t'o defend' Roman rellgíon f?o¡q the misehievous superstitions whÍeb

have lntrtrded' thenselves upon the scere " -&,lÈhough Èhe Chrlstíanse
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he reallsesu wsre used, by Nero as the ínnocent scapegoats for
th,e fire at Rorne ln 6lþ .å"Ð., and, wetr@ subJeeted, ostenslbly on

thst account, üo the most inhr¡man eruelÈåesu they lder@ regarded.

by Taeítus nevertheless as rnotoriously depnaveds quos IÞr
flaglÈia ínvlsoso (90) " Thelr dead.ly su¡ærstitfon exitiabl.lis
superslåtio gravítated towards RomE Just as ilar1 degraded. and

shamefi¡l practieos eollecÈ ard flourLsh Èherett (rtæa___cunctq

u¡ullaus aùrocla aut puclenda eonflLuunt celebra ). It ls
lfkely th'at he d,etæsted, the Chrlstíans for no more loglca-l reagolr

than tbat they ware an offsboot of ths Judaimi whieh he

loaühed." (9r¡. Their. lnsístanee upon devotion onfy to thoir .God

he aseråbsd no doubt slnpty to peiruersLty and conternpt for the

eÍty-gods whieh in actual faet satisfåed, hj^m no mor6 than themo

The proclse reason for hÍs harsh J-anguage agaÍnst ths 0hrlstj.ans

íe fon the present less Jmporiæ.nt tlmn the hågh-handed end

lntoLeraut: attitude r*håch. occasioned Lt"

Toi^¡ards Èhe Jewsu &s has been stated, hj.s attitr¿de åe

sfnllarly ixrcamprønislng" Thoår exelusiveness is a. eonstant souree

of ls,ritatLon Èo hLm,

R;". 
o uG@tpassi.o¡ste ad unfU.nabingly loyal to eaeh

other, lh"y hate all other npn våth a deadl;r hatredrr " (gZ1 
"

It ís easÍer to 'snmpathise wlth the Jews èhen wíth TaeLtus here¡

one fs eerapelled to suspeet that thei* hatred of cl-r other mên

lras essentialtr-y a. defensive hatred born of a fear of Rom,n

high-baded.nees and lntolerance" Taoitus gives the inpression of,

suspeetlng thon of havlng arrogated, to the¡aselves a religÍon
Eu¡rørior to that of other m@n that is, of the patrioÈf.c Røa^ns¿
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t¡ *, othey deem then fmpious t*bo, out of mortal

natteru fashion efflgles of gds after the ll&eness of

m€¡{f , 0l) "

Tho indletrnent eontlnues by alleging that, thoy bestow no clls-

tlne'olons such as thoy bestoi¿ upon their intanglble God upon

either klngs otr Caesarsu Th{àir nølIgfon, he cl^eims, laeks both

cbarm ard d,ignf-ty"

Taeltusî codemr¡etlon of, Judaisnu Chrlsttanity ad. Eg¡rytían

relíglon or for that natter ar\y othEr religlon Èhat in-

flltrated i-nto Rone

in the modern sense of the tem; for hsw night a professed

agnostle presune Èo b€ dogmatle in maùters eoncernång rel1gíon?

It is the resr¡lt of a hatred of treasonable activíty with.

wtríst¡ aIry rellgious innwation was bound to be ídentifåedu eLnee

as has been se6n (gd) u råùual ard polítåcs at Rome were B@

ínerbrj.cabl-y bound togetber, Thl-c eonsideraèion wor:ld üend üs

Justf"fy * though not exer.úpate @ the means rshieh Tiberius used,

a.rd Taeftus hfunsel-f eordones, of renoving fuoednen tatntad wxtb

Jewish arsl Eg¡rytían retriglon fuor'¡ Romee ar¡å baníshing then to alr

lnfeeted, isLand fn ùhø hope of eventually ercterminating the

offerd.ers " (95) 
"
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IÏ" PHTLOSOPIÍg

Stofcisn 1n the ffrst eentrrry of the ChrÍstfan era was

the most lnfluentlal of the recognlsed sehools of pbílosophy

at Rsmeo At ühls time ft seems J.argely to havo lost lte
eoncena with theologyg lts phase of euhemertslng rres doacl, ard

there are fcs¡ traces of ínterest, in ite phyeical selenee, (96).

Its role wae ln faet llttle motre than the providång of a eode

of ethias correspondíng in many walrs Èo chri.stlan ethics but,

strlpped. of rLtuel a,nd liÈurgy. The notLon of God lras vagusi

from the orígdnaL zenonLe,n coneeptlon of ae mnipresent breaêhu

an ranina nu¡dil, lt lras readåly assiniLat€d. fnto Èhø ldea of

a síngle presldfng díety to r¿hc,¡'t nan was related. through hís

soulu ad to r*bsm he uas responslbS.e.

0f oÈher sehools at Rme dunLng the rmperiar period mueh

less is knownu The most important uas the Epåcurean schoolu

whÍch advoeated, an approaeh to life ln a. spirit of aroofræss

frcm tho i¿orld of polåtles a¡d @@rmere€a By the verr nature of

this d,oetrlns the seant reesrde of the sehoor gíve what in al.l

probabíllty 1s a false impressien of the ínaotiuity of åts

ad.herents. Moreoryer the Eplerireans elung nore closely to the oLd

ÅthEnlan ldea of a. philosophlcal Ebhool than dld the stolcs;

thøy lived in cLosed oc¡¡ønraitles having the minimr.m possibtre

of intercourse wi.th the outslde worldo

ït ís most' unlikely that Taej.tus h'ad aqy drrect e:eperienee

øf the sequestered, 1L:fle of the Epicurean; he was however aè

least av¡are of hls fl¿d,amentsl attitud,e towards the wor.!.d ad
towards the gdsc ad he l'ras not prepared. to crismrss it as
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absr:rd." (Wl " T,ike thåt of St,oieísm, the fi¡nctlon of

Epícr:reanism ln Rman socíet'y rüas to offer - not a rreligíon,

for that wor¡ld Lave constiÈuted. an outrÍght eontradielbíon sf
Epler:nrsl mos* fr¡danentaL teachíng but an attltude towards

rellgion"

ft ean bs d,emonstrated that althougtr Taoítus was Èoo

diffldent - or too eunn5.ng ever to place on record hås

eonsldorød, opinion upon any eontræ'ersial fssue, in phílosophy

he exhibLted. strong lecnlngs towarrls rthe Stoie sídeso Enid.enee

of tlro ki.rd,s aay be prd.ueed, Èowarde th{,e demonstratÍon" rn

the fi.rst place are several statements s,¡Ì¡åeh clearly extrF€ss hls

admíratLon for certatn lead.ing, professed, and well-knowa Stoíes.

rn the seeond. plaee Ls a rnmber of more or less eategorieal.

statenenÈs i¡¡ r,¿híeh he ad¡ríres eertain aspeets of Stoie teachfng;

added tou and arso retreted to these a,re the numerous mou"ej.

eonelusfons thåt he draws r¿hieh, are at least tlnged þd.ùh Stoteísn.

The evidonee of either of these two types alone qufte

elearly eould not b,e regard,ed as at sff eoncluslve. &deed. thø

er:ÈLumati.ve effect of a-Ll the evld,enee presents no mor@ üban &

probable idieation of the trerd of t¡is feelfngs at Èhe tine of,

writlng; hls habitual roluctanee Èo €xpress hls vieiçoint d.estroys

all pooslbllity of reachíng deffnite eonelusions"

rt must also be menÈiond.e rnoreover, that enen if there

were n@ evl-deneø of bis bias toward.s the SÈoae the probabi.lity

of hís leaning 1n this d,ireetåon nj-ght be inferred, fþqa hås

station, cåreunst€neøs ad role 1n public 1ife. Tbis probabillty

should, not b rlgåuly empbasrsed.; but lt ie &n interesting
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reflLeetåon when e¡ranÍned. along røftb. the more co6enÈ con-

sideratior¡s nentfoned, aborre ard now to be d.fscussed,,

The flrst type of evLdenee eonsfsts of statements of

admlratfon mede by Tacítus for loading, professed stofesn

Perhaps Barea soranus ís the most importa,nt from the polnt

of vievr of the dramatie eontænt of the annars, ad. at least

one author (es¡ has seen the unJust triat of Èhis upnåght

man ùo eonstitute ùhe t'urning-poln& of Ner.ols career the

polnt where his tn¡e cham,eter finst beeane kno,¡n to the

SEnate"

soranus fs fLrst nentloned to speak ehronologleally 6

when he rnoved a, resolution ån the senato to r¡ake a nonetary

gifb to the freed¡na¡r Pallas (gg), who was already the possessor

of a v@ry substaetiel fortuneo (fOO) " This resoluÈlon does not

red.ound to the eredÍÈ of sorarrus, brrÈ iÈ appee.rs from pj-iny (ror)

that ho was aetfng urden pressure fbom .&,grippiæ" (roe) " rf plåey

Ís eorreet in thls steèenent, sorenus was fn faet fol1owång a

eourse of aetlon reeomrended elsewhene as a. general prineåple :,

@ by Taeltus hlJnself (ro¡) - ln bor+ing bsfore the stonr.

of eqents" reter Nero sought, to overthror"r rvírtue horself,? when

hø allewed soranus a¡sî Thrasea paetus (ro¿1 to b€ ehargd. (fo5).

His provoeation ån the cas@ of soranus !r&,s hls Justlee and.

dílígenee aÉ proeonsul ån -A.sla. (106) o Hi.s trial and subseqr:enü

death are øf estræeial ånterest beeause one rsho testified against

hímw8,sPub1iusEgnatiusce1erohimse1fa'professdSt,olø,a

frie¡d (rgZ) ald preceptor (rog) of hås vfetís" The círer.ustanees

of Èhe trlal as reeor¡nted by Taaltus leave the rea.der in tr@

doubf of the irmocenee of Soranug" Elsewhere (fæ) it is notd

thãt Egætfus lrag harutsemely rewardd, l\rrthe¡more tt is hígt¡Iy



3-ike3"y that, ft sras Barea Soranus who uas ån the mld, of

TaeLtus when he spoke of smsn r*ho hed no enemiee bing

destroyed by their flnierds?, (11O) .

although therc are traee$ of d.isapproval of the eond,uet of

thraseæ FaetrÆ fn at Least one pa,ssage cf thø ånnal.s. (ff:-) u

Taeibrrs f.nvarlably spoatrs of him as a ma¡r of unassallabû.e

ini;egrity; a man whose very farrl-È of rebeLlious Jmpetuosåtye

ineffectiv.e though 1t wase Eerved &s an e:cenple to hås fellow-

senaÈo-rs and so nsde ühem less serrnile. (f12) o Hís Lor¡e of

reputatLon ttas natehed. by an exemplary eourage (113), deiaonstrated

. nsveaÊ moÌ'e elearly than at the ti¡ne of his d.eaÈh (11¿), whieh

he tmought i¡,pon rr{mself la tha bsst traditícn of Ronan

nobillty. His Last mqnenüs be sponÈ dfseussíng Èhe questlon of

sul:vlval afËer deathu thus 1nv5.Èlng c,:rnparison wíùtr Soeratose

tha r,*iseså of men (il.5) g J-j^ke sseraÈos he sought to the esd

the empny of phllosophersu ard ít lües uith the Cynle

Demetriue tbaè he engaged ín his la.st diseusslon, resågned buè

happy 1n hls lnnoceneeo -

ÍIelvå,iliue kisous r.¡ag the son-ia-raw of rhrasea paetus"

He shareô with bím all the vírtues requåred, of tbe stoíe

me,n*of*tho*vor1d of trås day in al] deparbæeats of t-lving, ancl

1n araple measu.tra Èo saèisfy Taeitus. The his'irorls.nss d.escrlptien

of HelvÍdius, although soner*h¿t longe is welf r¿orth quoÈing for the

insåghè that ít gfves into ühe qrialitles TaciÈus expeetad of a

Ronan nobleman¿

Helvid.iue Priscus had fþ,x'a early youth d,evoted his great

talenùs to Iof-by studles (rre¡ ¡ not usi.ng a granir. narns,

like so nany othersu as s scraeÐ for oase arld Índol-eneae
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bub with a. vlø"¿ to forti$ring hlmself againo$ the ehances

of publie llfe" He folloued the teachlng of those philosophers

r¡ho hoLd that yÍrtr¡e is the only goods that nothfng ls
ev1l but whaê Ís b.se, ar:i[ who aceount por¡rore high birËh

ar¡d, all- cùher things outsíde the mlnd as neLther good noi

evil" 1,Ãh11e stilL of quaestori-an m*r he had boon ehogen

by ?hrasea Saetus üo bs his son-l-n-lawi fro¡n bim ho clrarxk

in, abovo all other things, the spirit of lr.brty; and ín
e?ery relation of råfe as elti.zønu senatoru husbarrJu sorr-

in-ler¡ and fri.end - he me.intafned aÐ. equal-ry hfgir leve], of
eondueÈ; eontenptuous of wealthu unsruervl.ng in reci;itudee un-

ilaunùed in the face of danger, 6ffZ) "

Boèh Tbrasea ard He]våd.ius enèered, whole-hearteclly into the

tu:moi,I of politJ.eal affairs at, s. time r,¡hen governneat was aÈ

the height of l*,.e eorrupti.bility ad. vtcee sueh partÍeipaÈtan ån

publle lffe rra.s inÈEnded to exhibit, and no doubi; succoodsd j.n

exhibitlng, a catoni-e.n eontempt for the fbivolLtLes of the ag@p

arui to restrai"n them by exampleo

P"Ë the same time as the deattr of Thrasea, Helvr.dr.ue wa*

banishsd by Noro, buÈ uposr the aceessj.on of Galþ retìrrnecl tø
impeach thraseaeB accuser, EprirEs r4areellus a loeèbsome

ereatwe lf raoåÈue is Èo bE belleved. (ila¡. The reei¡lü was

a Judiclous cørprornåse whieh wour.d probably h¿ve been Justffied
as plaeång wel-fare before the sottl.emenÈ of personal anjmosåties
(119); in faet he aba¡¡doræd the impeaehnonÈ vhen he realr.s*d
thaÈ half the SenaÈe was thereb¡4" inplicaÈed.o

Â'notber Ínstance of ilElvidtusr concern with publie affairs is
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bls attentionu ln the offloe of praetorn to tha formatj-tåes

of state religlon (reo¡; Taclüusr aecord. r,¡ith these observancaÐ

has alread.y been díscussed (fZf), There ls no reason to sup-

pose that Jupltor, Juno and Minerva q to whor¡ Helvld.fue sacrå*

fiees â ln any way represent the tgnågp**gg¡lglt; it seems as

though ít was incr¡nbent upon the stoic public figure, ín the

lnterests of tho state ard the &npire, to pay speclar attention

fo the nicetLes of tho old religlon.

Despite his wishes to the conùrary, Rubollios plautus !¡as

mueh d.iscussad as a probable successor to Nero (tZZ)" Tacitus

porÈrays hÍm as a man ford of tb.e old. id.eals as beeme a

good Stolc, of a ssmauhat diffident natrrre and not particrrlar-
ly anxious to have greatness tbrust upon hlm, As a professecl

stolc hornrever he was lnøvitably distrustæd by Nero and hfs

ci'eatures (]rZù ¡ arxl as the threat of executíon grew, he put

behind him all thoughts of resistance as ad.vc¡caüed by hís

father-in*lawp from fear of subsequent reprisals u¡hlch night bg

taken agaÍnst his i¡ife and children (tz+)" This concern for bås

family resombles the great love of soranus for hls daughter

serrrilla (r2ù r ad that of hís or,¡n r¡ife .&ntistfa for himself

and her father (reO). ïn describíng her death arrl thos,¡ of her

father ancl mother (127) Tacitus. achieves a level of pathoe wirfeh

he. seems to reserve for oecasions whon family tles aro ea-

dangered, or finally severed (feg) 
"

.A'ntlsti-us Ve'bus L'as the father-ln-lær of Rubelllus Plautus aad

the father of Antisti.a, whose death has just been nenÈÍoneclo He
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is not known oertal.aly to have beon a Stoåe, tbough- tbåt he

Has 8o lE sürongly suggeEted by his relationshíp t¡1th Rubellfus

a W his naalfe.dt affectton for Stole vlrüues" Abong these Ís

a^n arrogaaeo eonaon to most Roru,n arlstocrats of the â88p and'

quLte elearly practfoeel by Taeå&r¡s hlnself" Eis vLews upon fþeedmen

for instance (fZg) are r¡ell*matebed by Vetuss wíthdrar¿al. to Fonmåae

raùher ùhan faee an ox-sl¿ve on terms of eqna-l1ty (f3O) 
"

Î{usonius Rr¡fus trase statEs laeitas (f3f ), a zeelo¡¡s Stoie,

although hi.s enÈhusl.asã¡ for evangeltsLng at lnopportuns ti.mes cor¡l'd

beao¡ae a souroe of lrrltation or amusenentn &ea euch a story is

tol-d against ble, howevar (r,ù, be gbotts ùhe Eqrs serious elde

of Stoielsn, anå brings bonor¡r to blneelf i.n the proeess by

aecusing the Stoic traltor Celer $ZÐ. In ùhls enterprise he met

wlth more succeas than dtcl EelvÍeltus Priseue 1n tu" att'enpù to

bnlag ts Juståee Epnrius l&rcellus {1¡.Ð. trbsm the story of

Rr¡fuss unseasombl.e preaehiag qnd fræ the faeå thet he wag

banlshert þy ÌSero oD the grotrds of hås eminenee as & professor

of phllosopby¡ o@ gains thE in¡ressíon thåt he ltas Less tt¡e

nan-of,-the-Wotld and, more devotsd to the tivory towerr tben was

usuåJ for a StoLe duri.ng thls perÍodo (L3ù"

The besù - kno¡rn of all tho Stofes of this a€€p on accounf

of his writtngs, was tuelns llnnaeus Sensea. Ëis wrtüÍ-ngs eontaln

an appareatly si.Bcere expositlon of Stoie etbiesn Seueea blnsslf

has a1rlays presented an enlgma; alt"hougb be gave ouÈ a

weaLtb of moral Lnstruetlon closely akln wtth übe pneeepts
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of Chrístlanfty, he was ons r*ho eorrld readlly relax his

scruples when ex¡ædleney suggestad sueh & coürsgo The attltude

of racltr¡s toward.s seræca seeins not sc warm &s night bs

expeeted of sÐ whole-heartæd an admlrer of the Stoxcs already

dlscussdo

The speeeh of suLllfus reviling seneea for hÍs laek of

matrrre polj.tical Judgmentu fon bås prdigíous øealth ard. hts

eagÞrness for mors, is retailed at soãre length" (116)" The

transpareney of the falsehoocls in the rþtr"er to the $enatø

wbich l{ero read, bus whloh seneca hail composed and r¿hicb

purported to explafn the d,eath of Agripplna (ß7), was apparent

not only to TaeLtue (r¡g) but to ev€ry thinklng persone ret
the d.escrlptlon of hls self-lnflicted deaÈh (f¡q) shohrs Senece

to havo died ln the manner moEÈ befltting a stoLe un-

hèsltant, ca3rn, resigned, cheerful ad dísplaying strong tokene

of affeetj.on bot¡,¿oen hinself anit hÍs family.

Hlse'sherø Taeitus sho',rs no more definit€ affeetion for otr

antipathy toward.s seneeao The aecou¡t of his relations wj.th

Noro fs far ft"qn fulsøne, but appears ínpartial ard norely

faetr:al" Oocasionally there fs eqen a qtriet snÊer at hLs

vaaity (r¿0) ¡ those who tell seneea of the prsona-1 atùaoks

agafnst his luxurious living are crassed by Taeitus as men

ewho had stlll soms ssnøs of deeeney reraainlnglo (f¿f)n On the

other hand he is deseríbed. as a man of affabiltåy edtaÊa
honesta (UA) " Creræra1ly speakíng, therefore, it must b€

sÈated thaÈ Tacltus ís non-colmlitt¿J.o

seneea r.ras borrr into the eqrrestrían ord,ero Even though many

of the more wealthy knights vied lrlth the aristocrats in
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influeneæu they le.cksd. the reverene€ for the pasè arsi theår
aneestors that the ¡ûore distínguishod fa¡nilies exhibåÈed. Tirås

gev€ rise to a sonewhat different eonception of a¡3l attttr¡de
tor¡anls religion between the ti¿o orders; the knights eoirrd
only 'regard thenselves as parÈ of Ro¡ae¡s presenÈu ç¡hile the
nobles ldentifåed themselves wlth the remnants of her foraer
greaÈness" Thís nay eNplain Ín paft the }¡kewa* arîmiration
for Seneca thåt Tacitus shows¡ no ¡nattax. hor,¡ close was the
simjJaríty between theår moral outlooks, there rú¿rs a f'rda-
mental soeial d.fsÈinetion that eo¿rd noÈ be removedo

The only alternatíve expranatåo' seems to b* to for-r-or¡

Miss B" i{alker (l+l); she appears t,o beríeve thâÈ Taeitps
saw ln seneea ar1 the viees v,¡hieh he hinself wrshod he hac
noto Bot'h were equally exposed to the e¡arge of eollaboraèåçn
with t¡mants"

at t'he trrer of rhrasee. FaeÈus the trfbune .&ruleqrs
Rustleus had- offered to v*to the proeoedj"ngs of the senate
whieh were to b@ ínstrumeatal in the senteneJ.ng of tha stoie
(tu); the offer *ras declinod. on Èhe grouds thåt it, i,¡ourd,

endanger the life of Arxer-ønus r+i.thout accourpllrshing enybhing.
&lthough ÎaÉ:itus speaks of ùhis offer as arisång frqa a
d.esåre for personal glony (WÐu h.q e1Eer*-hene spee;cs of
-aeulonr¡s r,¡*h adnir.a.río,,T" tîiåilï ï-"JJ#'ïT:;-tl"*o*ou in
suspeeting the tribuneîs motives; aÈ erry- rate there must havo been
a' strong bond bet!¡een .&.rtúonus and rhrasoa, for hås death u¡der
ÐmitLan ås reeorded (14g) on the gror:rd thaè he spoke of
Thrasea, along ÌfåÈh Hel-vådj.us¡ se rgg4giligÊåEå*gåËLr.
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l'lhother each of these eharaetors as portrayed by Taeítus

eamies eorn¡1ctå.on ths.t he existod as a separate 1nd1v"id,ua1 or

wheÈher, on the contrary, ons aeeepèø Þfiss T¡salkerts argrment (r¿ç)

that they are to be regardod as v'ariatious of a, character-typøu

there is the lneseapable fae'c that Taeitue adn¡"ires fåve profe*esed

stoLcs whole-heartr{ uoa one to a qualified, extensu ar¡å ån

doing so expresses h$"s admiratlon of sentlments or actions whåeh

a.re expeeiaJ-ly Stote"

The seeord, tfpe of evidenee of Taoåtusl ineLinetion toward.s

Stolelsm ås Èhe statenenè r,¡híeh e:çresseé admlratíon of som@

stoåc preeept," Tn ttris enqrriry åt wül be neeessary èo be

eritíea-1 of the occasions when - the historian rejoi-ces to f,índ

lnstancee of eorxtuc'ç whieh, while being enjofned by stoie

teachers, &re no'b essentlally stole but part of the deep-

rootec Romam not'lon of virtue, suoh Ínstanees røor:td. suggest no

mors than thåt Taeåtus elung to tite old republåcan quariÈåos

advoaated. by hís aneestor$"

rf not the mest ìupori;ant, eerùain-ly one of the mosü

strSJrång qualitles of stoi-e d,Íseipline Ís the stress raJd. upo&

tþe malntalnlng of bord.s wiÈhån the farnil-y, ade elosely related.

Èo thisu 1o¡s16t i.n fnierd.shi.p. Fniendship waø the subject of
& philosophical treatise r¿ri-ttan by ciaero e. hundred years

before Taeåtus was born" arisÈoüle hsd eonsidered th.e topåe

sufficlently inrFortant to fonm the maln subject-natter of 
. 
two 

,ano- a vj.rïue/books of hfs eèhics* Frienôstrip was both a.n aLd to virtu.g^ ín
itself . seneca repeatedly lald er-çhasls upon coneord a.mong aenp

on kfndness ard lcve (f¡O); ¡aar{y srtniLarîtork;tions are fou$g
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ln the mediätions of Marcus .Ar:relÍus. (fff) o But more {nFortant

and. far mor6 lmnedlatelro relevant is Èhe notorfety of publlus

Egnatius CeLer (tSz), who ÞÍas said by Taeåùus (f¡¡) to have

professed to be an authorfty. on fbterdshåpu at the s&ne tåms

as hing & professed philosopheru a,d in fae{:, es Juvenal

recorde {11h) u a Stoíe. Thi-s evådønce helps tc demonsÈrate boça.

hor¡ fk"lendship we,s regarded. by the stoåcs as & vintr¡e to k
cultivated, ard how d similarl;" stern E vieu of & faithless

fk'ierd 1s taken by Taoåtus hjæself.

The Jmporta.nce of tho bonds by whåeh. frierses å,re Ï¡eld ôo-

getber ls a constant foature ín Røa"n urråtlngs, rt seems aÈ

least possÍ.ble thåt the fear of s, nenuneåatlon of the Emparorss

f\"fedship (r¡¡) ney have boen d,ue to a. eoneeption of the

word anong Rsnans generally - not necessarily tho $toåes @:r-

clusively ilåfferønt fuom the mdern notj.on of fe"iend,shi.pg

today thLs word, a.llowe of an lnfínåty of, varying shades of
meaxing" ït may bs of further sågntficanee ln Èhis eontext

to r¡ote th¿t in onc fnstanoe r¡here the ramiel.tia Neronis s ís
in ques&ion, the reeonclllation betçreen Nero and rhresea pa.etus

wa.E formatrly announced to .seneee by the €mperotrc rt sor¡td b
unfontunate 1f senecars reply he eongratuJ.eted, Nere Þ wer@

ta lese anythång of lts hrmor through aï lnterpnetaÈlon deeper

tha-n the neanfng TacfËus lntended,; but tho emperor ås depieted,

speaking to one stoic about anotheru fn & matter whích wa.s one

of gtreat cone€rn to stoies generally. the possibilåty at Least

exåets tt¡et here Taeftus i.s subserÍbLng to the stoåe 1s hlgh

regard for the lmportance of formal frlendship. That this foræej.
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frter¡dship exterded beyord the relatÍonshíp btr,¡een emperer amd

subJeet 1s shormo i-n the oath of aI3-egfance of the paphlagon1ans

tovards -6r'gustus (r¡e) ín r,¡håeh they alr promåse to
trregard as thei-r own friencrs r,¡hçmsoever caesar, hås

ehíldren and descerdants so regard, ad to regard ag

enemåes whcmsoever they so adjud.gerr o

sinilar oaths watre nade by the A.sslans (tsz) tor¡ards caligula,
ad doubtless these sentinents !üers pnesent or tmplfed in arl
eirsh oaths of alleglenoe,

The abor¡e nemarks srrggestu then, that at Rome there was i.rì

the early &npire aü least s. reeognltlon or a.n attaebenÈ batween

oerèafn friendse the honor:rj.ng of r.¡håeh !rs.s a matter of great
importane@o rhís íe not to say thåt al'ì frterdships possessed s@

fo¡rnal- 8. reeognåÈÍon, nor that &henever Tacltus mentione a fråerui
øf fufenrlship, eay so cLøse l-åaåson must, automatåeaLly be assr'ned"
the't so close a lfa"ison eould, and dlde oxistu is a notion thaù
assisèe ons to gresp the f,u1r tmpricaÈions of cert¿fn pass*seso

Barea sorenus was eharged by sabirnrs with îfbiendskip r¿íth
Rubelllus Plautusc (r58); a Roman loelgbt Titus sabinus was

dragged Èo gael- because he bsd been & frterd of Gennanícus (lfg);
most important of erl s the treacherous friend of soranus, publius
Egnatius celer offens an opportunlty of showing the gravity r¡rth
ntrieh fÞiendship was vler¡edo (160) " The ftr1l implication of the
latterrs betrayal of fuieruiship ln a forraat Eense @ samicítiee -
&s used 1n Èhe other rnstances above mentroned,, explains the
hígh indlgnatlon with whieh the oecurrsnee ts recountedo
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rf then thls fom of fråendship, this sa¡Lieftiel, is &s

ft appears" to bee the strongest of bord.s between tuo personss

blood relationship exeeptød, 1t ruor:ld b€ asslmed, to øxået, betwEen

& nan and his rølfe8s parents; anl thie mutual esteem is fourd.

i'n Taeitus wåth an al¡nost obsessåona1 frequency" The most eloquent

Lnstanee ls of eourse his onn affection for hås father-ån-1aw,

&gríeolar ln rsbose honour he urote an @pon¡nnous appreeíetion. TínEe

without nr.mber, he draws attention to the a pparentry num@rous

vLrtues of Agrleore; hs spaks rulth obryious prlde of his harrng
ben sel-eeted as hís son-ln-J-aw (fAf) ø and r¿Lth apparently eqtial
feeltrng upon his death, (].:61)o In the relationshåp between TaeLtus

ar¡å hLs fat'her-in-law there seems to be & dlstfuæe remi.niseeneø

sf the relatlonshåp betrEeen Helvidius Pråseus sd hls father*in-1ar+
Thrasea Faet'us; and ',¡hen tt is four¡d, that the qr-rallti.es ishieh

he f$.ndo ln fagrleola are símilar to those fourd ln the stoiee
wh-crn he ad¡rlres ln the Hls,torfæ and "û.nnaIs_+ this nyy b@ takøn
as evLdenee of stoi.c learnings in both raeÍtus arad. flgråcoJ-ao

thls wor¡ld eorres¡rond with the relationshíp betrseen the
Stoies Thrasea Paetus ard hls son-in-IeÞr Helvídíus priscråso rt
would be rash, honever, to draw &oo eloee & pare-llel betwoen

Hølvidfus ad raeituso but it seems líkely thate as he r,¡rote

of the willlngness of priseus Èo share the fate of hfs wífers
father, he *rote wíth the tnage of his own father-in-J.aw, now

deado þefore hfs nÍnd; and as Helvidius was raised. êo a fenatleel
zeal for stoiclm r¡r¡der ves¡nsían after the death of rhrasea,
so l.Íere born the msral sermons of racÍtuEo this in effect .åg

vhat hls historieal vrrltíngs e.,Þ to be, alÈhough unlike
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Helvidåusr actlonsu Teeitusl wrltLngs were aliøays tempered wi.th

discretlon"

If it wsre incurrbant upon a Stoic ùo lmpeach the suecessfl¡L

eeeussr of e. fríeruå (16¡) u lt was certafrzly so in the ease of

e son-in-law r.rhenu upon his return frcm exfleu HeLvldius Þras

abLe to eo¡rfirencee alttrough not to eoncrud.e, prooeedings agalnsû

Eprius Mareellus" (t64).

TaeLhrsr vlev¡s upon the relatíonsliip between husb.nd aad wif,e

will þe best ud.erstod, after eonsíderaü.on of hls attitud.e

touards e.d.ultery, t765)" rt, ls suffícfent to remark here thet
this Ís the baele re3.ationship of the farritry, ç¡ithouÈ a 1oyaJ.

anl dutffi¡l ol¡sernanee of r¿hieh there ls little pros¡æct of anr

ottrer fom of rnutr¡aL understand,lng. It ro¡ould k superf?uotas È@

protract übe díscusslon of Taeltuss lnsist€neø upon the r¡'Irtr¡es

of leve, eoneord a¡¡d solldaråty wlthån the fa.mlJ.¡, clreleo lf
he reecrmerds sueh e. pol1öy among frLends s,d rel"e.ti.onE through

mart'lage, lt msr safeJ.y þ Èaken for granted that Lts need le
the greatest when re3-eti.onshlps are the closestu &re or truo wl'tt
serve &s exanples for the present purposeo

¡rrhís year also v¡ltnessedr¡ he says ln the .a,nre.ls (166),

'Ee. terrlblE inste,nee of tragie heartlessns#so Before the

sene.te appeared two men eell-ed vrbi.us serenus 6 a son

prosecutlng his fa&her, The father, dragged baek from exile,
dirty and shabby q-T?d nolr manaeled, hed Èo faee the chargos

of hls eleganÈ, brlsk young sonBo

.&part fbom the faet that &s the namative develops it becqnes

elear that tb¡e cbarges were ecrrptr-etely false, Ít seens tbat
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TaoLtus here us€s hls dra.natlc sk{11 ùo bías èhe reader agalnsÈ

the glib young man bent upon severíng the bords r 6S fflíe.L
affeetion in this eol,mrdly nannero

t8I find it reeordedtr he states (f6?) u nby the best

authorlties that so insensible Þrere the vLetors to ríght
end $Jrong thet a. prinate horee-soldler elalsed. a rewanl

frcrm the generel f'or having s1aín hls own brother ln
the lete h.ttle; and though hr.uoan law Borbad.e them to
honour sueh &n acfu, mlIítary polfey dl.d not pemaiÈ thøm

to prrnlsh lt.ou,,,oA Einil_ar enjme had beea corymitted in
s. provious eåvil wari for sLsenne. reccrds bor* in Èhe

bailtlø agaínst 0inna on the Janíc'¿lr¡m a ponpelan soldåer

kllled hfs orf.x brother, and on dfsoo.¡erfurg what he had

done, kllle'å krimselfg so much graater arnong our ancostors

was the honour ps.id to virtue, ar¡å the pnå.benee f,er-t

for r'lrong-d.ofng¡¡',

ïn tirís ease Tacitus applaud.s the pcmpoian solilLer for the

sense of honour r¡hleh prmpte.1 hi¡n to kil.l hl¡nsel_f " Thls is by
no means I'tl isolat'ed exemple, and as e" final topÍe ttrere renains
this fr¡rther poínt of eonte.ct bet-weon the liÍstorian ar¡i Stoåe

t'eaehång', hls adrníratLon for tbe brave sulcå,ieo Most sÈrlklng of
el1 the suicides Ln the works of Taci'bus is the seLf-ínf:lieted
doath of cltho" By the courage Èo do with his €r.¡ur heïÏi what

l¡or-ld oÈherøíse eertalnly barre beu done by t&ro executioners of
viÈelliusu obho, so far as raeítus is eonoes=roc atones ín on@

last mqno$t for a life of llnrirry arxl víee;
¡rsoms of, the men¡r he nerrates, relew tbeasol_ves besíds

thc pyrss e e ê o e o ofor love of thei.r prinee (í,e, obbo) and
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in einulation of hls gloryÎt,.

BTi¿o notable d,eeds õ the onÈ infamousu the oÈher

glorious gained for him fn the eyss of posÈeråty a¡l

equal share of good azrd of evåI fa¡aEn " (16g) .

The last bok of the A¡rnals ís vårtuarly a eatalogræ of
srrieides, sevÞpel of tbe¡n by men ar¡d vromen of eertaln stoíe
eraeda

!¡rueiug .antíetius vetus and hi.s rnother*ån*Lar+ serbåa

and daughter AntistÍa Poll.ltta,nondied Just as courageouslytt(t69) ;
r¡Îlre eoura,ge he ha¿t often ilemonstra-bacl agaånst the eüsay

Ostorius tr:rned upon himserf 
" o o " 

olle told a slave Èo hor_d

his haht firnrly with a, dagger ån tt notbi.ng Ílorêo

Then Ostorius prrLlecl the slavers hand on to hís own tlrro*èu "
(r:o);

these exarnples ean bs matched with må.ny othorsu alr of e

sår¿ilar r¡¿tr¡rs" (rzr) " The deathsu again by ü¡eår own hands, of
Thrasea Faetus ar:d Barea soranus constitute th,e desari.ptfon of
Vtrtr¡s hersølfs as has been seen (1?Z)u tirese mea r,rore leadlng
S+,oicso (fZ3).

These deaèhs rÁrere mererg tlre carrying out by those markd
out for d'esÈrueÈ1on hy , the ealÞror of their olrn death s@ntayrcesu

TaeåÈus does not er¡r¡done suieides whleh a.re neodless, and r¿hiøh

produee no improvement in the eirermstgnces Èhey seek by their
deaths to nemedy' Ee disparages the eondueÈ of the meny who

¡rha.ve stonned by precipitous paÈhs the peatc of
honourn wÍnntrng farno without senrlng thefr eountry, by

a molsilrematie ileathF " (t?4) 
"

This sentimonÈ fs in keeping with the lor¡e of Rome theÈ



prompts TaeíÈus bl,irully to accept ths hollow state r.eliglon;
I' wíl]-lngness to serve the state by deattru lf neec be orp

if Røoe¡s ini;eresÈs wiLL thus be served the betÈer, by

saeríflelng an opportunir"y. Thera ís a. sharp eontrast beùç¡esa

the old and the more reeen'b att,it*dee towards suíeide¡

be-¡,ween admiration for the eourage neo€ssary to kfrt onaseLf

and Èhe cowardLee of ona afraåd to contlnue hfs responsfbilLties"
(1?5),

.&s was stateit aè the beginning of this d.iseussi.ono these

poånts mal<e no ¡retenoe of d,anonrstrating thåt Tacåtus wa,s eithen
a. stoic otr ons uho for¡nd, hímseLf in very close aecord rrlth
the teaehfngs of thet school; tho,v nerely help Èo show that
he w&.s irt', ::least tinged. wåth íts pnactices ra.bher then åts
preeepts. To hls fr¡ndame#,aL splritr:al neerlsu the stoau as s^lÏ
other forms of Èeaehíng of whåeh raeå.bus he.d firsÈ-haid
knowledge, h¿d no effecÈåve eotrace to offero
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CHAPTER TI

Sæ.IEET. I!,{ Bq-fE

T - TgE ROI,E OF }¡O4E$

In èLsouss{¡g another aEþsct of the develo¡menÈ of Taalt'ust

thoqgbt (f) ft e6s nentlongd tbat lt ls by no meatre uE-

reasonþbLe to euPtr)ose thag hle eynle*m was a gradual growt'h

no¿rished liberally clurlng the reiga of Dcmåtla$" As experíonce

followed bittór æqnrience d.uring the ;rears of hls early fortåes

he beeame inereasingly dubious of thß stanilar'ds that ,had won

rrnlversal acceptanee, Less wllling to accept r¡ithout guesËion

ideas whlch at an earlLer d¿te he night bava talþn for grastetl

and leEs sure wl,thin himself sf the dignlüy of nea ín ggsrraf

¿d uealthy Rorn¿ns in partlduJsr, It wês also noticed fn a¡other

eoatex! (¿) thÂt ühe whole of hiE mora], purpoEê is eleooJ.y

boi¡dt up trith thls taniteacy tor¡ards disl.lluslomonto fbe åglgt

his lateet worku exhl"blts to the most Barked degree hís concern

for po1ltica1 nørality; ít ís a moral se¡gon to aLmosÈ as

great an extent as tt is a. work of hlstoslcal eoanpllatlon'

there are ft¡¡rlanental differences botrseen the Ân4g1rÊ snd its

preeursors the lllstorleEo Whea he urote the ltris-torleEr the

n¿in eoacerns of Taeitus were the intrigues conÈriveil atrel the

baÈf,Ies fought on beh¡.lf of eaeh successor to ths f.uportal

tbrone; oace Galb had acceded to the tbrone the pnoblero of

the suecessioa appeared ln a new ligbt" fio longer trero t'be

Jr¡lio-Cla¿dians ühB monopollsers of the ¡tnpíre; now the seoreå

had been ctinúgeel, renarks laei.tus, that emperors could bs

nade elsewhore than at Røce. þ). Tbere was Do stabillty durlng

the year of the for¡r enperorar no 1u11 durtng whieh power

onee selzod nlght be consolldatoct, and most of ü he diffleultfeE



that a;rose were setÈ}ed surmarAly by the sword..

the ånnals on the other hend eover a far broader ear¡vas

not only 1n the length of tine tbey descråbe br¿t, ín the

seotrÞ of the narraÈlve oî 'that perlod. Foreigp sÍars, deereeg

of the Senate, religious maùters, treason and other tråals,

personal anlnositlee and plo-bs of rulers a¡¡l thefr familtes ê

all are not only mentloned, bu-b elaborately recor¡nted so thåt

the pieture of furperlal lffe i.s connpS-ete even though süna-

what falsely col-o.¿ned,, Galba lt i.s true to saÍp so fab &s

Tacitus is eoneerned. BrsÈruts and frets his hour uporl the stage

arcl then Ls hearrd no motrerr; btrt the eass of Nero or of

lfberlus fs very differenè. a.lthcugh the sehernings and. deceå.t

whieh resulted 1n Nero beaønlng Bnporor ara narrated, as Ís

the ease r¡1th GaJ-bs or Ot'ho, the namative exteuds beyond his

selzure of powsre ar¡d he ls abl,s to b seell as &nporon for
ovotr twelve years org to oxpress ít more vívidly, throughouÈ

the length of foirr books of the .Êrnnals, The se¡ne applíes to
the long réÍgn of ríberfusu and eren the aceounù øf the rr¡le

of claudiuo, abbrevia.ted though it has been thnough the loss

of the books prroceding the elevenÈh, is longer thnn e¡xy Gne

reLgnls deserÍ-ptÍon *n the Hts'boríeso Not only are the ¡naehlnatlons

neeessary to sseure the throne put on reeord; there ls also alt

extsnded reeord, of hor,¡ that po'.¡rer was use¿l,

laeåtr:s ls a. rnoralist on t'¿o drfferent planes; bsides

tælting Ln an episodlc style where each lndfvj.duÀ] scene earrles

íts own moral lesson, there ls & d,errper moral purpose inplieit
i.rl tbe uay the whoLe of tbe a,nirals unravel themselveso rn the

various episodes - or atr least in ïûarJr of then it fs apprenü

that Tacltrr's thougbt r¿hat marly before and slncø bj,s tå¡ne bave
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believede tha& thE world wor¡l-il be a far happíer ¡úace to Ilv'e

fn i.f the anblÈions of women could be satisfactoríly eontalnedo

Yet he doos ncù restrLeÈ the preachfng of this sentron merely

to nany of the eplsocles thå.t, afford, srrítable contextso rt fE

noÌ;feeable that the more famlIíar oae beccanes with the Annals-

the more the woroen of the i-mperial family appaar to be

portrayed, donfnaÈfng aè evory tr¡rn thelr less strørg-mindec but

equally vieious nen-fo1kn

The three reigns of the Á,nry1_s those of Tiberlusu

Glaudlus and Nero (tirat of cal-1gu1a has unforÈunately been

entÍrely lost) ne.y be regard.ecl in the form in which they

sr.rrvive as a moral tniptych representing three 6istlnet for¡ms

of errll that ean spring from feminine a"rrbitLon, Taeltrrs had

already realised {¿) what s^n ånerad.iceble qual-ity of the hr¡rnan

m1Ìlû is the ilesire for po!¡€re and hor¡ eomplotely åt dietates

the v¡irole eourse of bistory. rt seems as though on f\rrther

refreeÈion he la&er realised thåt, pernieious though this
yearnlng for polJer eould be rvhen it affectac msn, r*ho, as

he would ergu€, were the legitlmaÈø possessors of such desíres,

the d.ebar¿øireries and wíekednêss of the eçrly &rpÍre håd beeqne

a graver evål r¿høn it was tbe hends o.€' unserupulous womeï1

thet fel-l upon the strings of government¡ i+hen their puppets

uere first a vac1llatlng, tben a traotabrep ard flnallyu ån

the ånsalå, an over-s@nsua1 Emperor" This point of vlew of
Taei.tus is natr:ral1y based upon the fi¡rn balief i-n tl¡e rigbt
of men to hegomony ln ell importæ.nt, rnatters, r,jse ths o-irer-

'ahelmfng majoråÈy of mea in antiquity Taeftrls r,¡as qulte clearly
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drawn to thäs social etreede

Rougirly speaklnge hfs thesis appears to be this; the

&roman¡s duty first and foremost is to provÍde Eor her husbend

s.n efflcient householdu the superååsíon of tb,e eduoaèlon of

their children and I heppy mental enviromrent for håm to

eoncøntrate upon the more åmporÈant affairs of State" Her

responsibllity 1n fact is thelr maryiago, and ff there is
any dimfnutfon ín tbeår mr¡tr.r,aL lo're tt must necessarily be

her faulÈ, sinee her husband is * oF at, reast ought to
be @ br¡síed wíth more farneaching matterso Tirls certaÍnly is
the Ìmpressi-on tha'o one receives from a pa.ssage ån the

Itgricora. (5) ' ûnce a uoman deviates frqa this coneoptíon of

duty, aruå begins t'o eoncern hsrself wíth matters whiehe Èo

put 1t bh.rnttr-yu arê nor?s of her busínessu troubles inevitabty

foll-ol¡' Both eondftlons * both where wornen conply, and. faSj_

to eo'nply islth these stråetures thst raeitus ad those sharing

his sentåmonts r¡ould. impose upon theír låves aro exenplffied

anong his i*ritlngs"

ït ls important to bear in mird thåt the Þrornon in

questlon, alt'hough to a greater or a ress extent evÍl
ereaturese are not negarcled by Taeitue &s themselves the un-

doers of Rome anå the corrup&ers of hor socie'oy" gather d.oos

he s6e thelr ambition as the ageney which irrFelled tor,iarrl_s

evla the men in rEhose hands rested the fortunes of thø

eity and. of the r..¡hole Rsman rrorld., The effec.üs upon cJ-aud.ius,

for inste.nee, were the effile r+hether Messaline was the



moti'ua.ting forae behínd his conduct, or a;gripplna; in the bards

of either of those l.tomen he htas appal-llng1y roreak and ínclined,

toi'¡ard-s cruelty. Slmilarl-;' the nature of Nero exhíbited the

samg víeíous tendencíes íreespective of whether híe motherrs

attompted ilcroination or the sensr:s,lities of poppaea 
',{ere the

oecasåon of hås shortcomingso ln eaeh ease the spinner who

directed the destlrry of Rome tor.¡anl_s deelJnø is not so mueh

I¿.chesls as Lirråa, noi; áo mueh Á.trepos a.s poppaea, ard. not

so muetr Gl-otho s.s agrippina. Such an inverèed allegory might

almost irave been part of racltusl intenÈionu for the HesÍodía

paraIlel is surprlsi-ngl"y a.plc despite the faet th.at he was

never, Ín all probabilit¡', aonscj.ously ar^rare of its sfgnj-fiearrce*

The three Emperors are alr dlssi:nüan; buji; they aro

ina.g¡nueh as they ars alj- r,rorked. upon by erærgetÍe and erafty
r{ome}re each bent upon securing the frrriÈffiiori of, loqg-ste.nd,íng

ambitionso Here the morar thesis al¡nost f,ounders; íf meÐ are

by nature enÈi.tl-ed to regarcl themselrres as the superior s&.-.,

should ti:ey not, fpso fagto_ be held responslble for thelr
aetlons and, Índeed those of thoir wives? rn reallty, howevetru

these lrtoxßen were u¡matural' Whetever dôåiiy or suparrorundane foree
preslded, over t'he aetivitåes of men on this question, as h¿s

been E€en (6) lacåtus had no settled opinlons - .i;hat forße håd

for same r€ason inflåcted upon Rcmre these unnatural !¡ome' as

lnstrrrnents of its raallce or its ven€eanee or of sorce other

motive obseure to n€rlo such a qr:asi-religf-ous explanetion ís
neeessary to avoíd the apparent" ineoaaisteney; but therø is little
doubt that tt 1s thus that racitus wor¡ld explain ít" ln the
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case of Sejanusu r+hose ascendaney o1'sr Tiberius he regarded as

an analogous inflLictíon upon Rcme, he attribufæs hís pwbler not

so mueh to the oontrlvíngs of, Sejanusu but to the wraèh of

the goås agaírist Ïùon€, (f) 
"

ft wåll be eonvenlent, to aonsåder 1n sone detai]- the

PrJ.nelpates of Livåa, Massallna, .A,grippina and Foppaea, asd

how eaeir of fhese rulers set about reaehing the pinnaele of

pOlItsI"c

Tl.berius uas a man nho, acccrding to the lmplications of

Taef.tusu tias glacl enough to sueceed l$'ugustus; at ]eest thås ås

the assimptien that is most eomnor:.ly arrl justiflably nad.eu

although his doslre to rale is never explietttry' stated" (8) 
"

ïf riberius r4raÉ will.ing to rrrlsu Livia, hís motheru lras more

than wiJ.l-lng ín fact most eager - that he shor:ld ruleo (g),

as one ea.nd.idate for the suecession after another disappeared

frcrn the scener Livía was abre to abarulon sr:rreptitious ín-

trigue ar:rl oponly to prsuade the olci Augustus her husbandu

ory€r whsn she held a great asount of pou'er, to ad-opt her son

Tiborlus as his successor as Frinceps;. tn fact sbe Tray have

had a. haffl ín ths deaths of tbe young sons of å,grippa" (fO),

she won the dayå .$rugustus Í.n hÍs rcill. appotniæd ribenius a:rd

l,ivia as Joint heírs (ff) bfc,re dyång porhaps r¿ith sme

assistance f,nom bis wifen (lz) 
"

Onee she had attalnd thís obJeet (13) the .Augusta

beeame r¡hat Ehe was to remaj.n until the erd of her lifeu the

guíding hand b€hind her sonÌs roígn; sometiees her ¡mrsonel

influemee beeame manlfost tiy the rleflLectlon of her power upon
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her frieds (f¿) or by thÊ erbraorilinary privlleges gbe enJoyed.

(15). She waÍr ceetalrrly insür¡nentel ln settrng Plansiaa agafneù

Agrtpplna, ad was thus to Boms erteaù ÍnpLlcatecl fn the deafh

of Ger:nanieus, one of tlre fe¡r anong ths peges of Taoltus to

energe r¡lth an unsullied reeoldo fuperor a¡d nother were

signifieantl,y abseat togeÈber frcm tbe ft¡neral of Gemanieus (16)

although. librLus¡ eæpliolty in the death of his adop-bed son fs

vary doubtful" Uhea &pulela Varilra (1?) Iflas cbarged und,er tbe

las of haf.estass of speaklng insultingly abouÈ Agustus, Tlberlus

and Llvia, TLberlus orrlered a eonden¡atÍon ln respaet of thÊ

remarks na'de conaernlng his step-father- a¡d that ao aetion shou1d

be talren concernLng hLs own d.ef,anation; but he coufd not be

irxluced to Bay aaythtng about the eharge of slarrlering tfvia

r¡nttl th€ nerb neotlng of the Senate" Hhen that assøbLy was

conveÐed agaJ.n he requesüed 1n his mstherss rE¡Be tbat tbis eharge

also should. b€ squashed, It seeras evidenÈ that tluis was hís

motherte dðcÍs1on" Th€ altennaÈlve ls tbeÈ this was ln faeÈ

a ktndly gestrrre of fltf.ef deferenee to hiE aged notJrer rather

thsn a realisation that hiE mother wor¡ld insist upon over-nrlång

r¡hatevsr deelsLon hs nsdeu &ig is possibJ.e, but whea nother

ad son are considered in Èhe llght of tbls ùole discusslon,

1t is very inprobabLeu Finally whea hls nqrn€ uanr inscribêcl after

tbat of hls nother on a ptrblie sùatuor he dared not - or at

leaeÈ he díd not express tbe dtsapprm,l that t'his affront

must h¿ve occas,;ioned htn to feel"

lû.ere ühere any quarrels betireea Livl.a a¡d liberius, or !úas

the fuperor wholly resigneil to the dminatíon, the åEpgþåliåe
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of hls mother? It is sfgnlficantJ.,v remarked by Taaltus (fg)

that up to the point of this affbont, retrations betr.¡een thep

were gèå11 frlerdS-y, or were nade to appear soo Thís

certaJ.nl¡r gíves the fmpnession that at somo later stage

ev@n the veneer of eorrlåa1 relatlonship lras splf-t, Yet the

remafnder of Tacitus I aeeount of the ll-fe of l,ívi"a iliscloses

no downright rj-ft botrreen her ar:cl her Borxø Rrmour had iÈs

cc¡Tünents lacitus (19) that lt !úas exasperetlon over the

eontinual ånterference of his nother that, finally drove

Tlbrlus to Capri-" Neither assent nor dissent, bowever, is

added Èo this n¡moured statement. Nevertheless it ís al¡aost

eertainly trueo fon both Ðio Cassåus (aO¡ anrl Suetonius (ef)

afflzn that this was the Gasee It ís possible in thís

ínstanee tbaô Èlto., rtbr"ee r¿rLters ware ind.ebted. to erme con'lrnon

source such as tho memoÍrs of Á,grippinaå yet it ís mueh to

the eredit' of raciùus that he avoids statíng eategoricall,y the

truth of a elrcrsrstanee wbieh ç¡orr1d have added enomßous foree

to hls ¡nora.I essayo It Ís certain that he hd thÍs alleged

breaeh fn his mird wtien he urroÈe that no overt differenees

had arfsen betwoen Livfa and rlberíus up to Èhe tíme of the

affuont nontíoned. above,

The eareer of Lirria is aummed up shortly by Tacítus¡

trs.rl onnerbearing mother ad^ an und.erstadÍng uife,

ccnnpetent to deal r¿ith the guiles of her husband, ar¡å

the hypoerísy of her sor¡tr (ze)

}nmediaÈely after her death llbrius broke loose wíÈh a crushing

t¡æanny' Durång hen uje thore had strll been a moderat&ng
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influencø sinee Tibsrius all+ays ref,afued, a deep*yq.tr** deferenee

to hls mothen, (Ð) 
"

It ís not sought to establish that trívÍa waÊ &n eviL in-
fluence upon Tíbrlus dr:ríng hls r6tgn; ildeed ùhie last statenent

ímmediately gives the 1ie to sr:mh an i.dea" Tacitus makes åt

aburdantly elear thet Tíberfus !,¡aa & man entj-rely unsuited. te

tbe role of fur¡æror, He was suspieiousu hesitant, arroganÈ and

unable diplonatlcally to walve sven oecaslonall.y tz+) orp of, h*s

hlgh prineiplee ín order t,o endear hi¡rself t,o the populaeeo

&ny one of these autocratíc f,ailings wor¡ld have been suffåeieaü

to nake htn a man unsuj,table f'or Èhe Èhrone. l{evgrtt¡eless

before Èhe death of AugusÈus ad, tlre eonmonçenent, of hls owa

rr:leo hls llf,eu TacíÈus claLns (Z¡), was beyord. re¡xoaeh, ancl

one nay speculate thåt with the absenee of the eares of

sÌåpreme offieø mighô r¿el1 also have þeen noÈiced ùhe abseneø

of the developnnent of Èhose víees, p,reviouoly domaantu wbLeh

made hi¡t so fan &s Taeitus åt leasÈ is eoneerned.c so urn-

satlsf,aeùory a, trrrlero

So ft seerns reasonabLe to main&aLn that lisi.a or

rathen the unbnidled a¡¡bftion of r,lvla for her son q r.{as to

Taeitue the sl-llaån of Èhe uhoLe piece; aruå upon the faete hø

reeords them ea.n bs bì¡itÈ a fairly cred.fble pieture of ubaè

turned a. good soldier ånto a bad emper@ro Tibnåus hsd been

deeply devoted, to his mothen; hfs nother perhaps begged hj-xfl

for her saks to urd.ertake the rure of the fupireo lIe worrLd e,&

one stage of bÍs career have lq.eleomed. her labor:rs on hls behelf,

ln ùhls d,ireet'ionu but after a seríes of dlsappointments he was
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noÌil qulte lndlfferent to the prostræcto livia applled, all prer

eonsÍderable enorgíes and. persuasions to augustr.ls and obtaåned

fÌ'em hi^m the prcanåse that ríberfus should nule, as ín faet
he himself had oríglnali.y íntended." Then @ ft, måy be @on-

Jeetuned råberíus steeted himself for the task appofnkd Èo

h&û for hås deellnlng yearse anc bafng aR e,:ctæenely proud as

well as a somewhat dLffident porson became suspj.claus, gJ_ooray b

fn short allowed the less pleasant aspeeès of his ch¿raeter

to fead upon hts arrrfet!.res " shortly after the å,gusta feLL

seriously il1u he retfred to capri Ë r,¡hy ean never be knohrn"

Perhaps it r¿as the resi¡rb of thtrt$ yeers r tension suddonlir

releaso'-'l by an event of great personal eoncern; but periraps

Dio tassiuse suetonius anc a good proportion of publie opinr:ion

were righb after alL ln sajrång èhat the one moder"atizg

infl-uenee upon ffberi.us hed d.lsappeared.. By the tjæ that
Ï,i-flî-a finslåy d.led he had beon ruling over Rme and her hpj.re
for tiuenty-Èhree years" By noiàr lt was too late for hím to lJ@

expoctecl. to revert to Lris persÐnr{}lty bafore belng ealtsd to
Empire; evan i.3' èhose days ùhe lnfluenee of Livia had ln airy

ease boen preso:rÈo There lies no alternatLve bofore hlm br¡t to
låve or¡È whe.t days remaired tc hirn on the throneo He had no

sotss or daughüersu lått1e of a family círele at all for thet
matteru whose læ¡e ard solaee he couLd hopo to enjoy" sejanus
r.{tas at t}ris tlme r*ooj.ng him i.¡åth the loyalty of & frienc u¡iro

',¡orrld lay down his llfe fon hlm if n€cessary tZ6), ar¡d Caprí

had its attracticïìs. o o n. o

Thi-s then fs the first portrayal by Taci.bus of wqnan iB
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eorn-ms,nd; even Ín thÍs presentatåon he stríves his utnosÈ te

avoirl parÈlallty, and his raader. 1s left r,¡íth tbe impression

not of an appalllngu hatsflal shre'¡åsh trünanp bu*r, ono who

d.espite her predoinínant vlce - disasÈrous Èo Rome though åt

l{a-s l"ras an enlighÈeneil and hr.umen wcKtan" .trttlsÈ hec" own

charae+,er was or ws.s not is however beside the point; she ls
merely t'he lncarnaåion of a motherÊs insatj.able ambLtion for her

sone & r'Jons.n uho soughÈ to gratify in the firsi place her own

i¡Lshes and together r,¡i.th those wishes l¡er olrn interpreÈation of

her son3e r,¡lshes - for Tiberi-¿s see¡ts to have been eonsådered

by his moi;her to be under sueh a heavy obltrga.tlon to her aF

to forfej-t all right of self-el?ression. 0n1y ln seeord plaee

dld she l¡ísh to assis& in and Jmproue upon the edminås¿ratj-on

of ühe Rørnan &np1re. Tn co¡ûmon witb aLL the Jr¡lj-o-tlar¡dians

she s'ppeårs to have haC Låtf,Le eårÊ for the r¡oraL Jmplieations

involveil 1n Èhe aeceptauee of the thronen

rt íe unforèunate that raeibusî account of the f'r¡le of

caliguJ.a ard of the earlier Jreers of, the reign of clandius

were nerrated fn the books of Èhe Annalq now losÈ and, aLthough

It would b€ attx'aetl-v-e to speculate how Taeltw tneateit r,¡trratever

i-nf?uenee upon calåguJ-a his f,oræ "øives enJoyed, and to ç¡hat

extenÈ the trsc'bable claudius was swayed by tbe r.¡ishes of his
fi-rs, È-v{o wlve8u sueh guessrøork worrlå b€ irrelevant to e .:{fs*
ef¡ssion of tbe hlsÈoråan8e views based upon the evfdenee aeèually

anaLlable"

Taeåtue begins book eleven on a eharaeterfståc noto; Messalioau

a-b thfs tine the wife of cleudf.us, sirspeeÈs poppaea sabfna of
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belng the lor¡er of AsÍatlous whose beautffu-l gardens she

eovetso (Zl) " Thi.s cb¡pter ås in a sense èhe key to t't*ø

r¿hole of Taeåtus I accoun'lis of tire prj.neipates of Olar:d.iue e^ad

Nerco .&lthough Suilllus later emsrgee as a vil-ì-alnouc proseeutor

hls actfons are dirseted fþom behird tbe seenes by MessaU.na" (28).

so wíth sosfH.us; and late:: 1t is fourst that A.grippine simllarly

direeÌ;s pal]-s.s, (29) " callisÈr:s previousl_y a higirly iaflr¡entle-r

fneedman under both caligula and Glaudåus (¡o) disappears fbæ the

seene a.s soon as hls argunents ín favour of ÎólLj.a paulina and

againsÈ A'grippina as the vorthLss'i; eandidate for the honour of
of being claudlus r fourth r+ífe go unheeiled (¡r) ; ar¡d Narelssue

(32)founa the bnrrden of hor hostilit¡r so dífficulÈ to bear that
he quiekly ren off to sinuessa for hea.lth reasons (ll) u alra,re

of the d.isast€r that üras bo.rrz:t Èo fol_loi¡, (¡.¡*),

Most of these åneidente re]"ete tø the latar pouror of

.ågrippina rather than to ÈhaÈ of Messa]ina; but, j.È is usefr¡L

at thls sèage Èo realise that, the po'der of the freedrner:, dis*
proportionate fu theln røorÈh Èho'"rgh íÈ wase hras reeej.ved fn*n,
or at leest subservÍent to these powerful and unscrupulous rd@Bno

couls Messalåna, howevor, be so alr-powerfulu it míght welt

be asked, r,¡hen dfsaster was s{) soon t¡r d.eseord, upon her? rnceed

ít must b€ art'ottÈail that one€ events håd eomueneed to t¿.ke a
bad tr¡rn ehe l{as po'*erless to sùave off the evenèr¡el catastrophe"

Evøn howevrer in tt¡e matüer of absoluÈe power r,¡híeir ås of
seeordary intarest ln tbis d,LscussÍon it Ís clear theÈ by

the very naÈwe of her posltlon at the beginning of her affair
t'¡ítb Silius slre was omnipotenù and, eorrlil hase renaÍned. so had

she not embarked upon the incredlble enåþarprås@ of marryång Sllius
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whl1e she lras etill married to ths reigning Þnperor. At

Tacltus reroarks, i-t is fantastíc that she and her dupo could

have felt themselves so seeì'lre" (1il " She embarked u;Ðotl this
mad eourss, he saJrse

Rpurely because of its sheen outrageousness 6 a.

sensualåsÈ?s ultinraùe satisfaction¡r" (96) 
"

rt ås lnportant constantly to bear in m{nd. thåÈ it ls
Taeltuss attitr:de toræ¿rds these events that is the present

eoncertri and r,¡hile it' fs quÍte posslble though by no

means easy to establ-fsh Þ tbat t}¡-is marri.age beÈween Mossalfna

and sållus might hawe been parÈ of a plot agaånsü claudiue (lz) 
u

there i.s no siæh suggesÈ:ion nade by Taeåtr¿si; hås explanatfon

of t'he no-È'fves of Messalina at the tÍme of her laså marríage

has already boen steÈed, rè is a moralu not, a polfùioaJ- @x-

planatíon, oecuryÍng as åt does ln a work whose priare pirrposs

ís moral rathar than polåùj-cal" (¡g) u IIe seokg to portray
Messalina not primaråly as & krqnån hold,fng l¡Hne¡rse p@6er

atr-though sush a wman she wase he d.emonstratea, unÈi-l her Las&

slrpreine folly b'¿t as & foree of esil anil a souree of
corruptton in Rman lÍfe" svldentS.y the greator was her powere

the greaÈer her opporèunity to exepÈ her pern:teious fnfluenee"
Shat Messalln¿ was sueh & force of evíl ean beea s,3en

most e1early fbqr the Anrølso During her ascendancy she musÈ havø

been eønpleÈely ln eorunand of so weak a¡d ÈreaÈable man ae

claudius" Th-ls ís shown by hen decísion Ëo try to thi,¡.ar.b hls
anger * when her marriage r+ith sili.us had beeme knor¿n 6,]

the Emporor ø by a deviee s¡she had often fouid to b€ her

proteetion beforert " (lÐ " This device üias to meeÈ claudius arså êÐ

employ her blandlshnenÈs upon hlm. rn fact the whole quentS.on
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of whether her destru.ctÍon cor:l-d be avertêil tr¡rned. r¡pon hen beång

pnoperly trå,ed before claudius; her doom was known by srt con-

cerned to be lnevítabl"e íf the anger of, her husband sras allor¿ed.

to take 1t s naturaL eours@, and lf the gnavity of her mlschiaf

eould. þ@ suffieienèly rnanifested to hf.ü before she hed an

oppoÈtur:-lty to ì¡,sc her persuasions upon h*n a.nd pardon her, as

he most cerÈaín-ly Hor¿ld & so flLexible tdas his r¿eak nLndo

Moreover MessaLír¡s. had destroyed Foppaea sabína (¿o), the

tt¡o knighte Fetra whose house had been altegeit to b€ a neetf.ng

place for Poppaea and a freedman l{:nester (¿r), and asiafi-cuE

for t'he rpery good, reason that sr¡e r.¡antæd. his gard,ensn (æ) , By

a remarkable t'¿fst, of írony iù was ín these gandens thet et¡E

eventually meå her fate. tlrù " ln faet, thCI assassi-nations she

brought about wer€e as the Inperfal housoirold well knewu masÐrø (¿,*)

Â.t this stage of the dåscussion the loss of Boolce vÏr to lt

ånclusive of the Annals i,s most to b€ regretted. Thoy must have

extended lf noÈ eomplefud the pic'bi:re of MessaLina¡ beyond uhaü

has already bsen nenti-oned of here the rest must bCI in the

nat'r:re of conJecfrureo

ït wol¡"td. be entlrely íneonsistent bo'bh uíth the style of
TasltTåE as a, raconte¡¡n and l+ith the moral purpose ti: which he

ls dedícated. to portray I'fessaltna in aÌry lightan colour in the

books that are nor{ rnissíng than he porèrayed. her ln the bookg

thaè have susr¡ive{i.o ltre aceoinplåshnents tbaÈ hagg Just been

mentisnod oceur r*itiún t'he shcrt ecrnpass of the shortest survivf.ng

book of the ånnals, and Ín terms of tine, within one yeæ; buù

her marrlage wlf,hy and. presr:roably her aseei:dancy over claucllus

extended h?ek a f\¡rt'her seeên f,earso Even when allov¡ance bas beesl
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nade for tb,e f,act that,e marríed as lt seems at- the age of,

fifbeen (lril u she wes probably no'b sÐ doninant over 0laudius

du.níng their fårst few Fears together, her foree as a eorrtrpter
of Roman ímperial socfety aay quíte safe3-y be presi:raed Èo have

reeeived adequata notiee frsn Taeitus durfng the course of Èhe

missing books, (4"6).

Even by her deaèh though Ít r.¡ould hardly b€ fatr to hold

her responslble for Èhis she caused fi¡rèher ï#oes to bo in-
flicted upon Rome; her s,¿ceessor as the wife of Clauitius wa.s

orery bit as depravad as she had beenu and ln addition hsd

the ambi.tions of another Livia. This lre.s her enemy Agrippina . tlrl).
Agríppinats career as descri.bed by Tacltus falls ínto three

dlsti-ncÈ phasosr hes' po!,rer ovetr claudfusu her porder over idero

and her overàhro-rd by Foppaoa. rn oaeh of these phases there is
to bs seen an amalgamation of the vlces of l,ivia ad Messal-Xna"

Linia, -i-t has boen seen, uas an ambÍtÍous wønan unseruprrlous

i-n the means she ehose Èo ønproy to attain her goaås, buÈ

havi-ng ingrafned into her persor:ality smethíng of 'c,ha Rønan

matron of earller days, a steadfast 1f rathon fomidable wife
to augustus, a zealous - in faet far tao zeal_ous - mo.bher ÈÐ

îiberÍus, and. a. friend to bB r"elied upon of her ereatures

such as Ifrgulanla " (lrs)" Massalina too uas unscrrrpulously ambÍtiousu

but Ìrer mcsÈ ¡nanffest attaíruaont 1ìras hor grossness and sensrrality,
a si'rnpLe Love of a d.ebauched and ignomÍnioue existenee " (l*g)o lso.rr

tl¡ere emerþes Agríppina, l.rhose overweening ambiü.on flrst on ,'er
oþtnr then on her sonls bei:alf is natched by her generaJ_ de-
pravlty' Taeltusf drama of the femeLe Di-ctator reeches in thÍs
aet lte er-rlmiru.tion"
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The fårst appearance of AgrippS.na of any eonsequenee Ís

the oceasi-on when, aftær the death of Messs.lfnau tha freedmon

prinefpally Palles and Callfstr:su eaeh seeks to narry to
Clar¡dj.us his ol.rn pretlgí, lollla Pa¿lina in the case of Callistus

ard å.grippina fn the ease of Pallas" ûoe shor¡ld baware of

being misled by the lronlcal eo¡nment of Ta.eltus (iO) that the

freedmen wer€ quarrellíng about røho shou-ld eboose the &aperor î s

next wffe, ïn realåty these men had nothing to gain by

claudius marryång aga!-n; onry insofar as eaci¡ eould sec!-rre a

marriage betueen the woman rçhose hirellng he lra.$ cor:ld they

haqe håd a¡¡bl"i;ions l-n this direetlon" Tf .Ä.grlpplna ar¡å her

riva]s r¡íel-d"ed. little power and wetre of llitie eonsequenco Pallae

and Ca1låstus r+ouLd. have been more frøned.iately in eontroJ- of

Rome and. Claudius if he $rere to renaín sing't s. The trr¡th of

the natter must have ben Èhat' the freed.nen were sf-np1y pel¡rns

on the polåtíeal chessboard; the argument i& reality was between

å.grippinsr hersel-f and either PaullrLa herself olr some elernenÈs ín

the Pal-ace i¡hose l¡:tereçt it w&s to r.¿lthhold pourer fs,am

Agrippínø at aqr costu a"vú. saïi PaulÍna as a r,ionthy instrrsnenÈ

of the't policy.

Agripp6n4îs point of view - elther because of ii;s inhererr.'b

strength or because of the eogency wåth r*hleh 1t was argued,u

coupled with her physieaS. appal (¡r) @ prevaíled" once assured

of her inoêstuous ¡r¡.arrjage to Claudåu,s, she ceïmencod roaching

her u]-tirnate goal of establishtng hor son Nero to the throneo

Flrst a tnranped.-up cho-rge of ineest with his sístor d,Í_sposec of

the intended. husbe.nd of clar:dÍus1 daughter Octavia¡ incest 1iÍas

pe:riittad only betvieen frrperors and tbeir cousåns a:rd. nieces"
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The flrst phase of .&gr!ppinå?s cereer erds r¿íth tbe Senate

being convinced. hoi^¡ deslrable 1t i4ras thaè üncle and. n:ieee elicr:-Ld.

marry - ir¿ those d.ays of Sena'r,orial- degeneraey (tZ) no grea.t

task" So far she h.ae not ernerged too badly @ a strong-ilíl-led

and detormíned !¡ox4â.n well able to uE e her r-rndispr.Ltod clørr¡s

on the uxorious and. impressÍona.ble Clar:dir¡s" But immediately after

the raed.d.ång, says Tacitus (SZ'I there r¡aÉ & eornplete trans-

forma.tlon" Conplete obeclienee lras acco:rded to a. !¿qn&n urrler a

rigorous, 
. 
almost na.sculine despotS.smo

EVentually as her power duírd-1ed in proportlon i¿ith the

growíng seJ-f*assertiqroness of her son. and. the shrinking

effectiveness of her píllars or support Burnueu Pall.es ar¡å

seneea, ågrj.ppi.rra is describect aE becc,ning more end mor€ tå.núd.p

a1d. as she ûears destrue'gion alrnost a pathe',,íe ereature wi"!;h

.',¡hûm one 1s inclined. al¡nost ro s¡am.pathise - on1y' howe.q¡er

beeause she Ls overshadov¡ed. ín mons-brosíty and tøeachery by Nerc,

But at the zenith of her power she i.s depictedu as has

been seene as a woman v¡hom no seruples of any deseription wl,ch-

hekl fl"an sårgle*Í.ndedly pursuing her a:nbition - oï: to be morø

preclse her passfonate desíre for por..rer for her sone and. cofl-

sequentl"y prestige for hereelfn

rrrn publlc she 
'.¡as 

austere ancl often arrogantu Her

private llfe v¡as ehaste unless power was to be gaÍ.ned"

I{er passåon to acquire'money was unbounded.. she .,¡anted. it
as a. steppf-ng-stone to suprenac¡'rt " (¡ù 

"

This is Taeitusl tøet; the commentar¡' upon tt is consÈåtuted by

her steps tor"rarcls her objee'n ives - the destruction of SilanuE

Torqi:e.tus and- his sister (fÐ , of Claudius hj¡nseLf (¡6) , of
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l,ol.l1a Pauli-na- tfll , of Sta.til-lus Taurus (f*¡ u of Domitla

f,epida (fù , of Narci.ssus (60), the eventual adoption of Nero

as successotr to the Èhrone in proference to Brittanicus (6r),

hev ostente.tlon of her poiÁrer in 'i;he provfnces (62) and the

appointment of Br¡mus to the eqmand of thø Fraetoríarr eohørts. (6ù 
"

As she neâ.rs her deeàh the reader oþ*ar.r¡s a modífiec

Smpression of Èhls re¡rarkable womano She emerges as deterroined

as ever; her death ¡,¡hich sha was üo reeeåve at the hancts of,

her o!ün son she hãd antÍcfpated for years prevlously, but, she

accepted this pnedietíon 1t sras learnt frqn astrologers (6ù @

es a fatali sü¡ and mea.mrhi]e eontinued l¡åtlz unmíèígated

purposefbJ-rrêeso she rfses in Èhe esti¡oatlori o'f the reador

bocause of her eou.xiage; hor sr,lSmmi-ng ashore fr<¡n the boaÈ i¿hose

sJ.nkång üras eontrived. by her son (69), and her fårÞJ- bravez.;r

i,¡hen faced i"¡íth hen exeeutior¡er ltnåeetus and his gang" (66).

She must have been not onL¡r sufficiently di-gni-fåed but suf,fiefently
læable for Tacitus to eonsåde¡ the possJ.bfl-åÈy of l&roster (6"f)

havi-ng eomrni.ted sulcide at the tåme of her eromaèåon, (6g) 
"

i¡lhatever cc'npassíon j-s fe3t for Agrippinau ta whatever extent

her misdeeds were overshå.do!,red, by Èhose of her son, Tacitus has

made hís polnt' The ehief sln of Agrippina is not eontained in
the eatalogue of hor murders, her intnigues and hen l¡lrålfferenee

to the feelings of others although these Lrere deplorable

lndeed bu'bo as 1,ras the ea.se rçfth l,iviau upon r+hæ she seems

to have modelled herseJ-f, in many res¡æets, as empresse íf
Tacitus is to be belÍeved, hon insatíe.ble anbíèion. Through ber

a¡rbition Rome $re.s deprived. of & ueak but ccmparativox.y harmless

eaperore and as a substitute reeeived. B.n ernperor who was, ag
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events Ìrer6 to show, proved. to bê far næe cruel and f,ar

more r:nseru¡rulous than his mother" In fact, these bad qualltfes

of Nero might never have burst out he.d, the possessiveness of

his nother not strained his self-eontrol to break{ng*poin&"

Agrlppina, it mig!:t be saíd, ís portrayed by Tacitus as Èhe

inventor of' a terrible explosivee that blel¡ up her-qelf as welå

as hundred.s of more or }ess ånnoeenù bystand.ers; 6ven Tacítr¡s

himself !'tå.s rocked by the repereussíons,

She earries a further responsibllity" Tiberíue befora his

roi-gn and durlng fte earlier years eodueted hjmself in e.

me,nner moet reasonable from @vêry point of víel,r" If fÞ tras the

vietln of noods and suspåeåons thi",c lras due i.n part, but 0r:L¡r

in part to l,ivlars upbringÍng and rnouldfng of his character

durlng hls fonaatlve. flearg$ and r+hen those moods and suspiciosÉ

began reaS-3-y to affliet Rme thoee formative ¡rears .hiere very

distanto The ease of Nero 1s qufte dLfferenèe ar!3 no parÈ of

his adult Life ee¡ be safd. to shot¿ any vesÈige of enl-fght"eiuonè

or of mod,eration. His boyhood ïras spent = presrrnably as the

apple of his rootherls ey6 ån a naruìer esrtain to lnsure hiln

Èo @very fonn of ealerr.l-ated mS.schief,u and. a. large porèion of

the btrame must be atì;ached to his mother for ths fact thaü hø

sbowed. such precoelous aptítude for follor,ring the eallouenegs

lne.rl-cated lnåo hfun by exa.urple íf noè by preeept by hj-s rnothero

To f,Lnd the relatlonship betçreen Âgrfppina. and l{ero merely as

a careflrlly evolvod. repëtltien of that þtwoen LÍvia ar¡å Tiberius,

as one author has thmlgilt (69) is to fail Èo appreeåate a

substantial portion of Taeítusl pr.irposeo The rüdimentary resenblanees
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betç¡een thoee relationshíps are sufficfently obryíous for the nosÈ

casus.l reader of the .êi,nnals to notíee; Bop howevere are ùhe

dlffereneeso Låvia fs by fan 'bhe subtler wema.n; she raises te

conplete po!úer a. man a3-ready rneture ar¡d ex¡ærlenaed in

sha.rj.ng the adminlstration v¡åth her late husbad anå though

sh,e t¡or:ld never have aLlowed & eontemporary observer üo aotLce Ë

herself" onee he ås ln power she fs able to contnol TiberLus

elmos$ until her deathbd" Dr:ring hor li-fetÍne hls a"egi.me ís

moderated by her íntrluenees and ls ln eûnsequenee a" periec of

fairly enlightøned rure" orely in eNÈreme old age does she dråve

her son to exasperation lvlth her lnterferenosse 0n the other

hand, 3.gripp1nøîs puppet, fs mucb your¡ger anê more p1íahLeu and

his propensíty for erlme ís largel;r tt¡e resulè of hor hadiwork;

br¡t tbe Iífe that sh,e bstor¡s upon tJrls puppet tuz.ns agaånst

ïrer a^nd. anníhíle&es aLl, her prevfous acccunplishments, e1I withi¡
a matter of f1øe f€a.Fso l,lvíass son tus'¡rs t,o a. hs.rd èyranrqy ln
exasperation ',+íth her z'ule over hi¡a; ågrippinals as a direet

consequense of her potÍetro

Tbere ås noÈhlng in the oharaeter of Fop¡nea as descrlbed

by lacitus thaÈ ís really origlnaJ-, and it r¡or¡ld- b@ polntless Èo

gÍ-ve an und,ul,o exterded aceorrnt of it, as iras already been

ecmnented., Poppaea provÍdes a finsL and unpleasant sample of
feminine dcnination" rronicatrly ít ie the resr¡lt of poppaeals

persuasions (zo)'tirat Nero flnally resolves upon ktu-Lng hls mother,

and no sooner has he rid hlmself of the ri¡re o.f the ons than

he flnds himself d.cmainated. by the othsro

The for:r Lrqnen r,lho havo jusè beea diseussed cannot be re-

gard.ed as typieal Rcq¡nan wcmen of thelr day; Èhey ere w@ten ån
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whcee hands was power of an ,sieceptional natr.lre, a.rde as t}¡ey

exceed whaà Taeitus requires of a wcmane they nust be regarded

as phenomene. of an a-L¡nost supernaèr:ra3_ jsport sent by the gcds

to he.my Rsmeo (ru¡. And ,vet they equall.y may be s¡*id &o

demad ine&usion ín & dfseussion of Taeåtuss vlei.¡s on fforn@ne for
they d'omonsi;rate extreme ca.ses of *he fataJ. resirLts of Èoo mueh

pcwer falllng ínto the hads of r¡øcranlefrd.o Nevertheless a more

general sÌrmrey of xü€ù¡ì@n drawn frem e-[1 wa-]lcs of li.fe is re-

. qulred before ar{y elear lndfeatLons of hts vier¿s are fortheomingo

If a woman ís conduet'íng herself in eor:f,ozrefÈy wiùh the beha-v"iaur

which rac*tus negazrrs as beeomíng .to- her sáxu srre wilr" aeki_eve

nothSrrg worthy of mentåon in such a work as the @],F otr the

Eiqts-r"1-gg" The , exarnples of i¡rcror¡l ïrcqnen may be expeeted ùo

out-numbsr the virtuous 1,Íqnen in his pages for thís reasone a¡d

thís expectation ís Ln fact realJ-sed" l4ost of the evidenee betng

of negative natu¡re rt will di.fficurt to say wha.b racÍtus
expeets a idoman to dcu rather than wl¡at he ex¡æcts her not tæ

do.

The other agrippina - the i,¡ife of Gemnanieus provådes

perhaps the best ar¡å full-est eornrenÈary fn a. stngle person of
TacÍtus t vler.¡s of fenlnine vi.rtuE and. víceo she fulfirls a

p.ÈheÈåe roib fur the annalq that of a lror¡an of d.ignfty aró.

hlgh birth whoEe fortr¡nes ecnnpel her to parade her grlef befere
the eommon gÐ"ze on tr^¡o different occasions, rn the fårst case

she is tosn away fron her beloved husb.rudrs sld.e when the a¡míes

under hi-s command beeqne involved. in mutlny; in ttre seeond

lnstanee she is rnor:rning the premature death of Genmanicus and. aù
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the ss,me t,fune \^ras t,ortured by hfe J.nsístonee that she sho'¿ld

avenge hls death by bringlng to justice Fiso ard hfs wíf,e

Plancína who, Germanlcus bel-ieved, ...¡sr* responslble for his befng

poÍsoned-" The resu-lÈanè píeture of frgrippine. thst one gains frcryn

reedlng laeLt'usr aecount of her sorror¡rs 1,q Ðne of & great*hearted.

Ì{oman (le) u faithful io her far,rily (Zù , proud. of her f-ineage tl+),
unafraid of accepting responsibilltles - e'Q'êri responsibílièles thet

in reality díd not devolve upon herself (ZÐ '¿hfch nonnally

úid not fa}l_ to the l-ot of & wornano rt rs true to safe ån

factr that to & great extent she shares the 1fme1íght that

habítirally shines around her husbad"

Yet there is a ileblt' sldeo she i"s requesÈed by her dyíns

husband to shake off her haughty pri.de (26) g sha ås tnåpåç_nle

lq-c*ts*--qt- .¡eq"c-]g-,=3--9-L-e"f-e$å8 (71) u-q_-u-ep-".1_..giro.T'. 
,. -t-_1¡.n...9!-,.*pg{i-ç-nlo

pnopinquae _ aceenee,T (78), tpS""igg 
_ éqeql (?g) p ad þgg9+

jmpaùiens, dominarìd"L .anrj.da8 (80). Arl these sÈrokes of Èhe ¡æn

add up to the pietr:ee of, a woman u¡hqn one ean believe ån,

if not ad¡råre, .ålthough she ås nenÈioned l_ess than the four

reatr-1y pornerfu]- wcman (8[] she is mere read.íLy v'ísr¡aLlsed as &

rea.l- persono T,lJce her enemy .Preneina she participated. ín eaep

lifeu and beeame beloved of the soldier¡'; unljle the ease of
Planeíne'u horlever, this was d.n involuntary assocfation differenÈ

essentíally' anü entireS.y frcm thåt d.eparture f,røa customþry

femlnfne propråety. (84) 
"

^8'1^

As eontrasting eolours ean add d,ranstfe ilepth to a pieture,

Tacitus ussÐ thâ der¡lee of eonÈrasèíng personali-båes to add

the drenaèla tension of hÍç narratíqeo Pl-ancina fr.lrnishes thíe

so
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eontras+' ltith Âgríppina the i"¡ífø cf Ge:ruenicus. Tt¡1e womane the

',rifc of PÍ.scu ås alleged by Tqeåtus to have been the insènment

of Î,íviars jealous¡' of Agrippina (s:); she uas lnnnodest (B¿);

she rather than her husband wase in the esÈjmation of Germauicusu

the neal ea,u.se of his anpending doath (s5); she eertainly

eelipsed Piso by the ostentatious j o]-1i'by r+åth r,yhieh she cel-rsbraÈed.

the deat b of Gertnauicus r,¡hen the poison had done its work. (86) 
"

Her nei;horls inc.!.uded. necronaney (sz) whleh savourod Èoo nuch of,

foreågn rltes for Taej.tus to approveo ( BS) o tater in Rome she uas

mora fortunate than her husband (89)a doubü-oss because of her

groa-b weal-th (eO1 and her influense r¡j.th Liviai so she was able

to lef, bim faee his faf,a aloneo Hera again she offers a contrast;

thfs time w1Èh the Ârnåae (ef¡, Fau-Lina and Antj-ståa pol-Litta" It
is el-'sar that ít afforås laeå'bus grea.t, pleasrrre to relate that a

fate símilar to thst of her husbanä ar^¡ai'bed fllaneína èoou ancl ber

suieíde t¡hen flna13-y 1t occr¡med was both weLl--ci.eserved and- or¡erCue,

(92) 
"

Iaany of the l{omen menùioned in the ,&nnals s.re of merøly

passing interest; their conduoÈ gíves little or no indicat,ion of
Tacitusl ídeas of vlee anC vfrti¡.e a¡nong their sex; ,{eerroni-a w&s

bseten to death whe'n, Ín AgrippÍnats sÍnkÍng boatu she elaj.ned thÂÈ

she herself w&s a.grippina" i (ç¡) * The una.ltruístic moi:ive for her

conriuet given by Fourneaur {gù see¡gs to afford the moeå reasonabl"e

eirylanati.on of her Î5:nprucleatiax o Aeilåa Ìras accused by her sone

the poeÈ Luean, of beíng implicatecl in tbe pilonian conspiraey

agai-nst l[ero {gS} ¡ her ro&e is pr:re3-¡¡ a passive one so far as

laeítus ís concerned. Acutía was triecl for anrl eonvi.ctecL of traason

(ç6) u tn¡t' noÈhing indicates Tacåtusî at'bièu,åe to'uards hero The strne
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applies to Âel-ia Paetina, a forme:: r+ife of Claudi.usu uho $Ías

roeornmended. agaln to him by Narcissus after the death of

Mossalinå. (çr). .åntonia the you.nger ls only casira3ly nenfioneå,

although åt seens like1-y that Tae itus wor.l-1d have been weJ-l-disposed

toward.s he-r eånee she r.¡as the mother of Ge::manisuso (eS¡ " ïIipsanía,

e" daugl:.tor of ågrippau seens t'o haç¡e bean introduced. into tbe

namatl-ve onl.y as sn oddity; she died. a na'br¡ral death" {gù "

v1'bia ldas exeeut'ecl for lamenting the death of her soïle One aay

feel sure that ís this anecdote Taeitus is less iniærestad in
the eond.ue'ti of the old lady than j-n the ferocity r,¡ith nhj-eh

Tiberåus was at thfs èime wleldíng the ¡MaiesÈas s lar,r, (roo) 
"

MosÈ of the ü¡omeÐ r^¡Ìro Tacitus mentions fal-l into one or

oiher el-eanly deftned È}pes, The mosÈ signif,icant of these typesu

lf only beeause of lts nrtrneroue examples, is ùhe adulÈrass.

4.emilia Lepírla the elder üras accused of adulÈery, poinonångs ancl the

eonsulÈaÈion df a3trologers" sqrranvis infami ae noceirt,ir ls th.e

damning verdlibè of Taci.èus" (ror) " Hor daughber of the sasre nane

was abhorÏeil by Taef.tus; she er:r'nrnåtted suieide r¡ithoub trcublíng

to defenå he¡:self agalnsÈ the eharge of a.dultery, (l0z). albucilla
reeelqes only L slngle notice to tbe effeci ths-b although she had

been ¡aarried. i¡o Salvus Secundus she lias fa¡aous for her msny il-l-j.ci*,

lorye affairs" (ro3). Appuleía varilla was eharged ur¡åer ihe
eMaiestasr lar,¡ of having spoken slightíngly of augustus, Tiberius

and Livía" (fO¿) " lhatever lacitr¡s believes ought to harre been the

verdi.et on these counì;s, he entartalns no d.oubt that she -Rres

jusÈ1y ser:teneed for adulÈery" (105) " Dc,raitia ís accused by

Agrippfna, tire motlrer of Nero, of adultery llith -&timetr¡s and. Fa:ris¡

it 1s probable that noÈi'¡l-Èhstanding the ebaracter of her accuser
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Tacltus beli.e-'¡es the truth of thís charge (ro6) " Domitíe r,epåda

is descríberl as belng the ríval of Agrippína fn nobålity, beauty,

r¿ealth and 5-r,rnorality" (roZ). Ennía \Àras ind'¿ced by her husbad

l'b.cro to pro-bend to lou¡e Gal¡.rs (i""" caligt¡.la) and &nrbice him

irulo a promiso of marriage. Even 1f she ldere incapable of eviJ-

on her own behalf she was elearly tarred v¡iÈ,h the usr:sl byush

of Írnmorality, (rog). Julía the daughter of Âugustus is notieed

only reti"ospeetS-vely as havång di.ed tn banishmeat" She had bee:r

senÌ; into thls exile by her father for her irmnoraåi+"y" (lo9) 
"

Julla f,1viJ.1a, wbíle, as Tacítus ímp3-i.esu -uorth.y of syrmpatbyu was

less an obJecÈ ' for ccrmmåseratíono he says, tban 0ctavia, the røÍ-fe

of lïero' Her exåle inildentally ïrs.s the resurt of a ehargo of

ad.ultery wíth seneeau and perhaps Tacltust regand for the msmory

of Èhat great nam'e irnpels hjs tosllenee. (U-O), Jun-ia Si_lana î¿ras

nobleu beautlful - ard. lnmroralu like so nraay otherso Hor e&reer

was orÞ of emnlty wåth Agrippina r,¡hícl: resr¡lie¿ in her exåle and

subsequenily hor death" ( 111). T,ívil}a uras the lo"¡er of ,$ejanus,.

ssdueed. into erime by hfu, aryl eventually as a means of helptr:g

hlm to the tìrroire, assisted hÍm to polson her husbard, the

enperor Claudius" (112) " Mutilia prisea is nentioned, only onee,

a,s &n adultress r,¡lth Julius Postrmus. (U3) 
"

Pontla uas & merried wons.a i,¡ith i¡hqn a tribune cc'oavíus

sagitta fell ín Loveo she was brj-bad by him at a. high priee,

i+" mus'b be ad'mittad - to beeome his mistress o l{hen she hesltated

to nske good her promise of marriage, she Lras murdoretl. by her

lover' (il¿) ' Silía 1s another woflall who recelves only a passlng

mention by lacl-tus" she shared vith Nero in alnrost every tæe

of Írnpropriety despÍte being marr'íed. to a Senatoro A.s she r.Ias one
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likely to be'bray Neroîs confidenco, sbe fer-t r:nder suspicion

aftær Petrorrius I famous eve-of-dea.i,h indictnent !úas published.s arul

w&s banished" (ff¡). Ad. fJ.nalJ-y there ïras Statllía Messalinå, who

is easually ¡nentloned as beíng one of lTeross misÈresseso rf
Suetonlus (ff¿) fs eomect, in stating that Nero na.rråec her after
he had kieked Poppaea to death (1l?), the emperor beeame her

f,ifth husb.rd"

There are otber fnstances of fd¡ai nfne vÍee, of co,urse, but

Ðo Ènæ of llcentious eonduet ls so often and so stern-ly reprove¿

by Taeltus. -å'nnåa Rufillau fcr Ínstaneeu is deseribed as onÐ of
the þd char"aeters rorho were sland.erÍng and insulting respectable

fork, and exeapirg pualshrnen'b by eraspíng an: effi&v of Èhe

&rperor" a,s a means of exte:nnfnating ttuis prac-biee Drusus sent

her to gaol, as she had Ln any cass been arread.y ecnrrieðed. of
fbaudo (rrs) " Might åt not bE t,hå& Ta.cltus s ap¡u.rent impatienee

wíth ihls r''ridespread practiee of exeeping d.eserved. punishment is
eloquent also of hís feelings regarding ftnperor*worship? (119)

'&'nother Ìüonlsn is cotdemned rorxrdly evÐn r¡hen her parfi.eipatåon fn
the Pisonian conspiracy migirt have been expeeted to be & source

of praíse for hero EtShe bad extracted the seeret of the plotters *
tt is not knou:r howo tor she Ìr¿d never before ån-bsrested herself
in anybhlng goodr says Taeftus (faO). ,$he Later raised. Ìrerself in
hfs estfunation by her refusal to divtrlge the names of those involved.

in' tbe conspiraey, and. by braving deaih fn the face of torti:re.(rar¡
-dbat Tacitus thought of Junia calvina eannot posit-i-vely be eseertain-
eco Her role in t,i',e Arurals is both snar] and passive, she r.s

d'sscriberl as the esane decora et proearc sorort of Sila¡us" Although
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rprocax i.lsuall¡r means !sharneless I anl ís thus translatæd by

Prof" M, Grant (fZZ) thÍs nåy not bave been the meanÍ.ng whíeh

Taeltus had in månd." (123) 
"

fç¡o other r{oIrrBZ} íneur Tacítus t displeasuï"e beeause theJ¡ have

associations of not qrrite lthe rigbt sort I . f\cte, r^¡h.o figures

to qui.ta a 3-arge exèent fir his accor,:.nt of Neross princípate,

d6es no"b appeaf as ccnÈemptíbI-e as h.er rival. Poppaea, yet the

sneetrs spaelice aneållat ar¡å îcontubernio serviJ-j-r indlca.te wel-I

enough Taeítus3 eontempt" (fZ¿r). Livia Julla eornr¡itted. a sin r,rhicb.

added- materlally to tbe &nperor?s mlseríes¡ she married. the grand-

son of a Roman trcnight" (lZÐ" Tn add.itLon there are mentionod Ín

the "&,nnaIs tso rdonen 'n¡ho !íere poÍsouers by profession" (r¿e) 
"

so much for the vidious woman of raeitue" Thex have thefs'

count^arparts in tbe caÌnp of virtue, ard these fal-l into two clear

categoråes. First are the women r¡ho dispS-ay such affeetÍon for

and loyarty to theír husband.s thåþ tirey are pre¡nred to d,íe i+ith,

fhem raÈher than live out a. míserable and. solitary existance.

.Airria is the nam€ of botb the r¿lfe and the mother of the stoic

Thrasea Pae'bus; both of these r¿rrJm6n' r,¡anted to shsre Thraseass

des.tìr' tleZ). Pa:<aea comml'i;bed suicide r^¡fth her husband Pomponires

r,aboo. (res) " Fønpeia Pau-1in¿ deslred to die r.¡ièh her husbend

senoca and in fac'b did opon her vaj.ns fon thåù purposoo h the

ord.er of Nero she wa.s constralned. to live, and sho'¿ed. throughout

the ren'raind.er of her life her devotion to her late husband by the

pall-or of her cheoks " ¡tZ9) " Serrrília offers a ftrther l-nstance of,

sfoie devotion to Èhe famil¡", this tlme to a husbarsl aud. a father,

sbe, a mere girl stíll in her teens (r¡o) was i*nplicated in

charges nade agains'b her faÈ,ber¡ the Stoic Barea Soranus" (t3t) 
"
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0f her, lier father said tl'Leí her only críme was too mucir fa.nily

affeetion' (f3e). Sextíau 1íþe Paxaea, comrnit'bed suicide r.rj.th her

husband ^A.emili-u.s sca.uruso (lll)" AntlstÍa Foltítta lres the

daughter of ï,ucius ,hntis'bius vetus, and the l+ife of the stoic

Rubellius Plautius, r+ho hed aJ-ready met, deaÈh undeu' Nero" she

together r¡ith, her fatherts mother-in*1a1.¡ Se:rbla (]_lt) died along

i,¡ith Vetus. (Ú5) o T,ove bet'nreen the narious members of a familyu

love evên to the extent of sharing in anotherts doath r,raSe as

has been se€n (tl6), characteristíc stoic teaching, and racitus

significanf,ly honours the memory of these people, nostly avor¿ed

stoicsu uho gave sueh strong proof of their devotion to thls
doetrine"

The seeond ca"tegory of good lromen contains only three naJnese

tliough t'here is a. consid.erable similarity a¡nong them ín the

circi:mstanees a-cd the r,¡ords used by Tacj-tr:.s ta reea1l tbem" Ji.¡nia

lorquata is descrlbd as sprÍscae sanctimoniae virgos " This i,roul-d

s'ppear from Tacitus to tæ al¡rost ranlc eccontricity i"n those days

had she noi; been a pries-bess of Vesta" tú7) " Occfa too was a

priestess of Vesta whose saintly priesthood had lasted fifty-seven
yoars' Taeitust language recalling ol_den-day virtue is notieeably

similar: lquae septem et qu.inquagin-ba annos surnma santimonia

vestalibus saeris praesed,orate o (r¡s) " vibid.ia r¡r&s yet ano.bher

vestaL svirginum vestaltun vetr:stissjmam? uho insistad that
MessaLlna should be gÍ-ven & fair hearing" To Tacitus the ord

rellgious rítt¡41 ol- Rorne lr&.se no mattor Lror¡r little conviction it
carried. (139), part of .i;he Rome .r"rrrj.eh was for hjim all, or

nearS-¡r all that rnatiered in låfe; so he spoalcs wíih reverenee for
all lts obserr,¡ances and hence tts príests and. Þiesfl:oocls"

*932



Ånr:s.ls airaits disaussion, sheo the legal wife of Trlero, Ís dis-
played as a. giri. rn¡ho r.ìtras the vicr,iar of the sins of othersu

rathez' than as bef-ng especially vir'cu-ous clr her oL'n accou.nt," (f4O) 
"

Her role is simil-ar to that of Bnitianícus, harmless and- innoeent -
if only' because of hev youth - and a means for Taeitus of
emphasislrrg by conùrast, the bestial eorduct of Nero, J[grippina and

Foppaee-" Her youth acrd-s pathos to an al-ready tragie sûtuation,

rt must, aga.in be noted thai thts no doubt octrd mi,g.bure of
¡Éroaen die-ç not represent a typical cross-seeiion of the idomen

of Rome of the early frnpåre" lací'çus must be perraitted a

certa.in amount of d.istcrtiorr, for he is quite honest ln stating
hÍs preeíse purposes in writing his'bory, ( r¿r) o He must be

expeeted to adhere to fae'l, i¡:asmueh as he cl-ajms to be Ð.n

historianu but to accentuaie then to suii the poini: he is maling

accordirrg as he is a moralist" The z.esult must faii:ly be ê]c*

pected'bo be a distorted- imago cf the ti¡les he describes"

rf therr it is adn'itted thât there is dístortlon in hfs
pieture of Roman r{rfrren, there must be a. plan, eerta.i.n distinct
traits in that dLstorÈÍon" It is not vêr;rr difflcult to disecver
these traåts.

A mål-l- nwrber of these lrc'nen prayr as hes ben noted,, e.

rather incleterninate role in the story of theír. times; they nay

be a'eeused of rashne-qsr as Arcceronia; they may be nentioned merely

in passing, as Vipsania"

the first at'l most striking featuz'e of the remainåer - those

r+hose part is of so,ne consequencê -' is the large proportion of
adultresses thar they conta"in - nr¡-nerically almost half of the

ftrly the hapless )rouirg 0ciarrla of a]tl- the wcqnen of Èhe
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r,romen mentioned" Three others, Epicharfs, plancine. ancl -ånnie

Rufi1la, are portre.yed as beíng bad l¡omen generally without

their preclse activities being discussed.; they too, ms.y have

inal-ucled adultery ån theír lists of imnoralities. Tt ís elear

then that raeftus is very eoneerned. wít;h unchastity among

!tromene and espcially among marråed r.Joftotìo Tirís preoccupation

i'¡ould be ver')r mueh in accord wlth r,rhat have been dlseussed

arnong hls lean:ings torçarcl.s Stoia preeepts; not only toi+ards

chastíty as a. laudabl-e end in ítself but as a means of
reinforcång one of the fund.amentaL supports of all civilisation .

the fairiilS' ancl its uníty"

unchastity then appeers to bo one of the objects of
Taeituse especlel dåslike" He €mphasises this loathång for Gil-

chaståÈy further by rnentiorúng the ehastity of the three

priestesses of vesta - Occåa, våb¿cia ard Junåa Toro.ua.r,a." Tn

exaltiqg these virtuous ¡¡romen. he is no doubè paying court to
the establlsÌrec religion of Romee btrt there seerns tc be an

ad,ded. enrphasis upon eel1baey,

. 
chastity ås also inplÍci'i: ín tris delineation of Agrippinau

the r+ffe of Germanícus, foru as ít has been renarked (t¿p-) she

was in Tacítr¿sr estanaÈion the thorough*going materfaïnilia.s of
tl:.e republican t¡rye" converse3-¡tu plancinau h,er eontrasting enemye

is depícted as the force Èhai dr\res pisou her hueband., to hås

aets of ínsubordination and hostÍlity tor¡ards Ge::r,nan:icus" This

together r,¡ith her wil]ingness to take part in the exercises of
the troops suggests a eharacter nottruJ.y fn accord. r,¡ith stoåø

ideas of femini"ne reticence.

The love of strong far:ail;' tíes is quåte clearl;, the
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motívating force behind the rStoíct deaths or íntend.ed deaths"

The mutual resemblanees betr.reen the accounts of Far:^1-irre", Serviliae

antistla PoLitta ard 'bhe *4.rriae aro sÈrikingly close. The fact

that fuul.ina dld not acÈr:all-y die r,¡ith her husband, is, of coursee

quíte irrelevant; she was willingu in fact most eager to dåe

rath.er than sug¡ive her beloved seneca. similer too a.re the

suíeídes of Paxaea and sextÍa - the i,¡ife of .&eni-1ius scaurue

who although not avor.red. stoics emurated. their: practice by dylns

with theír husbands. sextla indeed,, the account in Tacf,tus

mentionsu idas also the means of, porsuadLng her husband. to maj-r¡tain

the dlgnåty of the Á'emiiii by antieipatir:g eondemnation. Flancina

agaim afforctrs a contrast; she Ls bent upon self-preservatíon" Ifer

devotion to Píso must have appeared through stolc eyes to be

very much thet of an opport'unist," she alread.y had wealth and

infl-uence; had her plans been successful the rewa.rd f,or èhe

destruetion of Gerrnanious by her husband anC hersolf night irave

ben aCop$ôon j.nto tire Traperå.a.l household"

To substanÈiaÈe Tacitus 3 stress upon fanily urr-ity and con-

sequent family vigouru one may ette the repoated wnphasis whíeb

he le.ys upon the fecunliÈy of r.romen as a qualification fos

marr'!-a.geo A.grippirra the elder is the most ¡xrominent umm.n involvedu

for aåmost every rnention of her ineludes a menÈion of ons or mor@

of her children born or about to be born, Of her qualíties r,¡hieh

Tacitus describes as affecting the soldrers in cajnFe be eítes the

fe¡ie of her binth ar:d ther impressÍvo reco¡d as a isjfe and mothetrÈ.

tuß)
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In a ccrnparison between her and Livilla the wlfe of Drusus these

ttso qualities rocur in the seme ord.er¡ rA,grlppina lras more dís-

titguíshed 'Lhan Drusus I inrlf,e T,ivill-a - ancl bed more chå_Ldrenn t].ø) E

and agaín, Gernanieus in his speech given frcrn his deathbed j-s

made to say preciseJ-,v the sane thing;
rrShor,¡ Rorne my r¡ífe - the divine.åugustuss granddaughtero

Ca1l. the ro11 of my sjx chíld.renrî " (t45) 
"

ThLs same emphasís on ehiId.-bearfng reeurs r.¡ben the 1ead.iag

freedmen are advocatíng theír vanious cand.idates for the pr1vilege

of beÍng clar¡díust nerb l+ífor, afber the deaùh of MesseLina,

Narcissus point's out that -&elia Faetina has already produced, a

daught'er for claudfus - in other word.s he may look forçrarct. to

further offspring if hs re-marries her. (r¿6). ?allasu proposing

a'grippina the younger melces the se.&e d.ua1 elaim that has just
been mentioned eoneernlng her more virtuous na¡resakee

tlet the hrperor a13-¡r hjmself I,ríth a noble race aru1

unite troo bra-nches of the Claudie.n house rathsr than alloior

tl¡ís laêy of proved eapacåty for child.-bearing stil1 your.rg

to èransfer Èhe glorÍous neme of the caøsars to anothen

fanrlIyt " (W)

To emphaslse how fantj.stie r.tas the marråage betl¡een Si1íus and

Messa-lLna, lacitus speaks of the fom.ality ard the legality of
the wod'd-ing. The form included èhe pledge to r.rndertelio the marrlage

for the purpose of rearing children * veluÈ suscipiendoï,ttrn

liberorum causao a statenent that ad.ds eonternpt to Taeitust

amusement, (t48) 
"

Itfarríage ff not ad¡l-i.rable as an erd in itself Tacitus r¿ould

*97^



no doubt have adsocatcd. as in the interests of the sÈate"

Respect

Juyonal

adopted

for

to

at

had not y€t attained. Èhe poptúarity ',¡hieh provokod epi-grarnnatie

a.llusions froni. l4artLal" (r5o), Ferhaps however r,here rrere s¡nnpt,øns

of this trend, arâ femilies such as Èhet of Germanleus and

å.grippina i'¡ith their tot-e-l of nåne elilldren, nightu by the ti¡re

ths.t' Tacitus !¡as r,míting th{â 4nqal€u heve been rapidl¡, beecming

a thing of Èhe pasÈ" (f5f).

some four chap-rers of Èhe gsÏlgnåg ( tsz) are der¡oted to

& statement, of the marftar more-r.s of the Gernan tribes¡ and

aJ-though it ruor¡ld be rash to assume tha.t Tacítus is r,¡hole-

hearted in his admiration of their socia.l behavious, it is
clear that he believes Èhere B.re lessons in thís subject thåt,

they míght r+e1-1- toach Rome.

rrThe observanee of the marriage tiers he sa.ys rEis

very strlct, and- there is no point in theír rïranners

l¡hieh deserves greater praÍser! 
"

Again he se.ys ån a. passage that d.eserves to b€ quoted at length;
i¡chastity i-s r,¡e1I cloístered in Èheir lives. They a.re not

eorrupted by the alluroments of the thea.tre or the subtle

temptatíon cf banquets" Irleither men nor woman know anybhíng of
clanlestine correspord.Êilo€o ln proportion to theLr numbens

ad.ultery is very trete,no."nf,n Genaany no-one laughs at vlca

nor calls mutuar corruption tthe spiråt, of the age&. Beèter

still ås the llfe of those tríbes i"¡here on1;, virgíns are

raarrled¡ their hotræs and aspirations are soÈtled once anci

marrÍage as an instit'ution causos him no less thaï]

cond.emn tho childl.ess rlel¡" (Uç) This attitude he

a tine r'¡hen the pra-etice of voluntary birth-control



for all* Thus to the wife her husband is one body ard one

life r,¡ith her; she has no thought beyond' him' no furbher

d,esíres;itseer}sasthougbherlovewasnotsomuchfor

her husband. as for the marråed state " To ljrlit t'he nt¡¡nber

of offspring or Èo kill one of the lefær-born ehilcl-ren they

eonsidera'erime;and.theirgoodmoralsareofmoraavaåJ

than good laws ín other Placesrr*

tín other places¡ refers of course to Rome, ub'ere t'he IçS"*-{91t9

in 17 B"C, and the Tæx----"-?-n¡¡,lê,. .tgppae-q of 9 A'D" has been passed

to encourage and regr:late marríage o

For even elearer evidence upcn TaeiÈUS1 vi-ews of womants

station ín society one has to go baek 'bo the 4g-{i@" (f5¡) 
"

Diseussing the happy un:ion between hls parents-in-]aw be sa¡¡s3

ttThey were alr+ays a r^rorderfuLly united pair" Theír

affeetion }fas mutr':.al, and' eaeh looked. u'p to the ot}:er"

Perhaps Ín marriage a. good wife deserv'es more praise i¡han

a good. husband; a.t, Ð.rry rate 1,{e blane a. bad r'¡ife n'oret¡ n

Tn other words more than half the respoasihilíty for the sil'ccess

of a marriage rests upon tbe l{omane It is unlí}<ely t'h^at Èb:Ls

means that a nan may be consid.ered free to enj oy iIliei'b unions

.r^¡hereas a 1ùonan may not, for Taci-tus speaks fbeel-y agai-nst

inasculj-ne unchasèity {1-5t.); furtilellfÌore such sins involved }romell

often married $¡cnlen in sililar i¡'ico" þ¡haÈ is meant is thaÈ tbe

bringing ìtp of child.ran a-nd th.e rneintaining of I' hal:py and' a

tranquÍl doinestie environment in which her husband' is fYee to

der¡ote himsel-f to his interests in publie affairs is the eoncer¿l

of the conseie$tious Rrrrnan matron; a state of affairs indeed +'yLat.

many poople today regard as iceal. Thís can be ad:ieved o[1¡r uhen



the wife as vrell a,ç tbe husband is alive to her responsibilities;

these der¡and a faithfrrl-ness to her fam11y evên to the exi'ant, as

ha.s bee¡r notieed, of dytng or at' leas'ii being l'ri11-ing to cie çåtb

he:' husbanrl." Á.1terna'bÍve1-y íf the interests of the fanily rec¿uire

it of ber, she mus{r be wíl]-ing to seì; aside atl inclinailion to

d.ie, no matter hcr,r uninviting may appear the prospee'b of survÍ'ving

her husband" ln such a marital association there is no room for

unehastiÈy'

Nor is thers roorn for a. díctatorial l'{oülå'lln The consequences

of d.cmaineering Uoinoll such as l,ivia and A'grippina have already been

considered, although it is true tha'b SheÍrs'L:ilenninet'Lóns wer@ aþ'

their mosÈ severe d-,;ríng theår respec'bive vri.dov¡hoods' But in

general tbe man nust remain unchallengeå as ths bead of the

famíly, ç¡þile at, the same time leaving his l?rife a free hand'

in na.bters that fal]- r+:"tbin her ol{n sphero of duty"

One side of the pieture of the Ro',man rnother has been in

the accounts of T,ivia and. a.grippina" as a portraj-t of the uay

in ,¿hich a Rðrean lady ou$ht Ín Taeitus ¡ viers to look afÈer ber

sons he presents J*lia Proci1la, the moÈher of his fa-bber-in-1aw

A.grieola. OSùo She is in fact a direet døseendant of the type

of mstber represenÈeil by the famous Cornelia, tbe mot'hen of tbø

Graeebí, r+ho r¡ras so mueh extollecl dr.rrfng the daye of the

RepublÍe" Jutia Prceåll-a is a. lady lof rere d'ellcaey of rnind' t '
r1,s Agrie,:}a was bt'ought up at her knee it l¡as or+ing to her

lcnring eale that he spent his boyhocd' and early youth engagecl'

in the acc¿uiring of a libera-l educatj-on" lbis feeling of ¡evsrQrcÊ

for an enl-ightenefl mother is i.d.enÈical r+ith the feeling suggesÈe,å

in the discusslon in the Dia.logus (f ¡6) u r','here the superior

traininggivenbyaCorneliaoran.[nreliaoranAtj;atoher
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Graechí or Ça.esar or augusius is praised, in eontrast r¡'¡ith the

fashion conüemporary l¡ith îacitr¡sp of tr-eaving these responslbiJ-ities

to a Greek sezvant-g1rl'

as the Ronan mairon had. her special responsibilitlesu so she

had her speeiaL dtgnå+,y to maintain" Taeitus coraplaÍns of lIoflen

st-udying degrading parts j.n stage perfortoances (15?) r and of 1'tsme:1

and. knights makÍng seand,als of thenselves in the arexì&o (f¡gï 
"

Tbese pro-bes+,s are echoed by Juvenal sæewbat later lf59) and'

no doub'b such dispLays did portray the general degradation of the

tlmes '
To susanarise bråef:ly Tacitus e vier.nis oÐ the l"Icmreå of t'be oarly

Ernpireo it may be sa.Íd thât thoy håd s. role to play Ln the

home ccmplementary to that v¡bich their husbands played in puhlie

Life; that it raas 1arge3-y their responsibil-it"y to naintain a

eord.ial anrl tranqr:-1l atmosplrere of eoncord at hone r'¡ithouè r+hieh

the cereers of iheir husbands ¡¿ould be ín jeopardy; more than

this, in fae+, - t'he ve::y '¿elfaro of the stat'e depenåei1 to &

large exÈent upon the'¡ell-bej-ng of its leading fs:.Ài-liaso So

wcmer had. a tr,¡o-foId respousibility - to their husbands and' to

the state to bear eirilcren and to lead a mod'esÈ and a chaste

life. To ernphasise the d'angers i'ihish urrchastity oeeasioÐed'u

Taeitus introduces arluf-tresses into the Annals to the extent of

almost half the nr¡nber of female characters nentioned, and' thero are

several other uomen i.ntrc"Juced iato various anectlotes whieh stress

the lmportance of maintaini-ng fa:nily t'ies even in tbe extreme

crisÍs. a$d Íete whÍle uomen had dignittes a¡d rlghts t'o maln-

taín, there are ljmits beyond r+hieh their j-nfluenee ca.nnot êx-

terd without the inÈroduet;ion of tbe dangerous effeets of feninine
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t;rranny" Womerr tfere not equippeilu in faet, for handllng powere

as v¡as shoiøn by the disastrous resirlts oi their influenee ard'

poweî over Rcmels earlier frnperOrS" after aLlp the Geffine'n tx"ibes

were less than slavest when they accepted the rule of a l{omaul (f0O¡

wky'rþ then were the Rciroans, r,¡ho r¿hile ecmpl'etely rr:'letl by i:nperíoue

.ÈtcF.rlen, paid. sycophantie court eveÐ to th'e underlings of those

wonon?

In ecnelusione 1e+, Taeitus hímself pilt for'¡ard èwo opposite

síd.es of the Roman wünan (f6f) - the realistic statement r¡hieh ís

brought fort^tard by Aufus caeelna severus, ¡orho is &n objeet' of

Tacituss admiration as tbe up-holder of old-fashioned diseipline

in the arary (roz) r ad the snootho cajoling and. defeatist

tthings a.re in a bad way - what ean ue do abou-t it?îr at.bitude

adqocated by MessaÌla Messalinus, r¿ho is otheswise notieed by

Taeltus as a flatterer of Tiberíus' (163) " The speeehes oceur

f n aå account of a senatr¡rÍal d.ebate on i,¡hether wcûiagn should

eccorrpan¡r theír husbends on assigr:rnents to the provinces' Tt fs

entirely characteriståc of îå'citus that his account is heavily

biassed agains'b the spirit, #f lu:cr.:ry that pe:mea.i;ad the life of

the l¡ealthler Rornans of the early EnTplre, and tbat tbe speeious

utÈers.nees of lfessallinr.ls fa1l u;oon res.dier oers than tbe more

stoical rurords of tbe old diseiplinarian'

Caecirwls speech is reeounèad first"
nMy ç¡ife ard Ifl he says nare good. friend.s and hase

prod.uced sjx cbildren. But T hav*a kept her at home d'urfng

forty yaars of sernriee ill verio'Js provinees".. n .lfomen aTe noÈ

on'l¡¡ fþeil and easily tired. ReLax eontrol ard they beeome
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fe:'oeious ambitious schemers, circulating a:ûong the soldierst

ordering eompany command.ers ahout. .women give the more

r,lilfrrl and despotic orders. They have br:rst through the old

l:egal. restrictíons ".. . .and ana ri;lers ever¡n,',1here - at home, in

the cor-lrts and nor¡r in the¡ armyrr.

!fueh of this speech is charac'beristic of I'rhat Ta-citus himself

thought * eoinplaints agains'b the too great ascendaney of l{omene

and their inability to u.se polrer disereetly or in nodoration when

they do obtain it. l.ihen Caecína says that lìIomen are rulers

ever)rwhere, it is no doubt aified at, Livia in parÈieularu though

it r"¡o'¿ld obviously have shor"¡n a dearth of prudence on his part'

håd he said as much in so many i¡ordso

The more popular and eajoling speaker Messallinus begins by

remarking hov¡ nodj-fications to o1d diseipline have been made in

many respects and urith little hann done. This is the voiee of

-uhe ? spiri'u of the a.ge t rvhich lacitr:s condemns so roundly in

another eonterb (16lr) .

trMen are"."...sure1y eniit@led¡r continues the spea.ker

¡¡to relax witb their r,lives r'¡hen they ratr:rn from their

labours,.,".If a woman misbehaves it is hor husbandés faulÌ:"

Besides, the t¿eakness of one otr -bwo husbands is no reason

to cle priva all of them their r'¡ivesr partnership in goorL

times and bad.....Marriages seareely survive $iith the keeper

on the spot - ',¡hatever i+ould happen r,¡ith sÐme years of

rrirtual divoree to effa.ce them? ì¡lhen refo:mlng abuses else-

where, remember the i-mnortality of the capi talt "
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These r.¡ords are an insul-t to the integrity of women generel ly"

women, contends laeitus, have sho'¡n themselr¡es lo,vaI to thelr

busbands throughout their lives .not onIY iuhen parted' from 'them

dr:ring a tour of dutyu but even after iheir death (165) 
"

The conirast beti,¡een these t¡,¡o speeahes is most eloo;uent of

the seriousness r.¡íth lihich Tacif,us vie"ured. the ques'bion of marriage

and. the mutr:al responsibilities of husband and r,¡ifeu
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r_1 I".needrea

Tbe status of freednan sias acl:.ieved. when & slave bought

or otherwise earaed. ble manupisslon from his masterç IIfs r,master

nota beeeme his tpatmnt " Ehe fortupes of th,e freed¡ian varled in

accorda¡¿ce witþ those of b"is patroni the freed¡ten of fhe Ïrnperlal

bousobold. Erere the post fortuaaÈeu although to secure 'p3ê-
emineace a&o¡19 the vast numbers of Im¡erial freedmeu de¡aand.ed. e,

higþ degree of eb,1L1tyu or - nueh. rmre likely of unserupuloue

eraft and fl-atter3r"

Þrrlng the tÍmes discussed by lacitus in the E[stories ead

Èhe .A.nnals Èhe rol-e of the Ïrru¡erlaL freetjman started. very

mod.estly drarlng lhe earlier yeÊrs of the mÅls of tlberlus

yeqns d.rarJ.ag whieh* as Tacitue wåtlingty admi ts* mrch diseernnsnt

end. er¡tigb.tenment waa sbown by the ãknperor€ Gradually tbey rose

i.a Íæportanee, so that they figr.æe very largely in the htstorg

ef the relgns of Claudius aa'd l$eroe The zenitb of their power

occurr€d &ælng the nlle of bmf tian; ouilng pobably not so

mueh to a¡y improirenent in tire eonduet of the more self-seekfrg

freedaea as t@ &. fir:m.er æntro1 upon thelr asplratf.ons anå a

d,eellne in Èhe iafluence of the tbree nost lm¡nrtant eecretariatee

(166) appear after the reign of Ðonittaa leee as inùiriduaå-

corruptera of Elnperora and tlore aaô stope as integraS. parte of,

tb,e nachinery of Statee åetually it was EafuLeE wbo first

suecessfully eoataf.aed. the rlse to IÐwer of the au'¡bltious

freefuan¡ be alLoeated. hts nost importanÈ secretarlsl a-ad. ,.af,visory

offÍoee exeLuslvel.y to mmbers of the eguestrian orderq

It le qr¡Í.te la aeeordanee with expeetatlons that fbcitus

eho¡rs a strong aatipetby towards freed¡ne¡a hold,ång ary great powero
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ït ls wttb aBparent Bleqsure that he records ü¡e care that
Tiberius showed ln selectfng tho best men for p,verr¡meat Boste

of @vel? kiad.6 basing hLe choLce upon aacestry, distinetfoæ. la
the fielet a-ud reputatioa whether juristleu literary or

oratorieal- ä gained ia Rome LtseLf (16?)s lKore specifical1y

f.s stateti th.at Ëhe bousehold of the TÌrnperor wag conducted

only q few Lf berti (168) o lkris ürae¡ as has beea romarked'

the earlÍ.er part of hie retgn; the tlme that Eacltus f.e

dåseussing uarks the begf.nnlng of a, decline in the qtralf ty
?iberius? admÍnstratlon (L6g).

-IUÐ-

A.dumbratÍons of the futt¡¿'e greatness of tbe freedmea occt¡e"

in tbe account of, the Later l¡eers of the same fu¡nrore they

he.d, evidæ.tly amused sufflelent aatlpathy Ln certaf.a quarters

to e@,use the delator T.uclus Fulcinius Tr1o to reave a ¡cfll
denouncf.ngu as øelL as Tiberius and. Macso* Èhe fu¡e:rorr.ø

leadåog freednen; he the¡r eseaped. irmfnent proseeuÈion by kllltng
himsslf (1?0) e Oth.er soì"¡.rces ments.oa the riso of certaln freed-
nea about thls tlnon where&s TacÍtrre bâs little to se, &F

yet (171)" Tacitust såleaee oa Èhis poiat seeüs to sh.ow that
he le dislncllned Èo denor¡aee persons or institutions purery

for the eqke of E¡o doing; he speaks ia outright coademnation

of the freedrnen w.hen they become asr eviL in the state* but

not bef,ore ths3¡^ reaeb that stage of notorlety*

Tlader Claudius tbe i.lbertf. do ln fact reach that lnrnicious
stage¡ Thlø &n¡ercrn f'aeitus says¡ gavo oveiÌ ex_s].avee, placed. ln
control of hie persoaa1 estates, oqual authoritg wiÈh himeetf aad.

Èke l-erv (r7ä^) " Thts may be somethlng of aE overstatemeatg yeÈ

much the same tlr.ing ås saj.d. later, of oae of, th.e freedrreno

fåJ.t

by

f.a

of



Fallas sIÊcif ieally [175).
nNeron sê,ys Tacitusl!*ooo*depûsecl Fallas from the

posi.tioa from dlieh* since hls appoíntment by Cnauûåue,

he bad virtual-ly eontrolled, the ]Ì,mÞårem*

Tbo posiÈion ia question was that of

(174)

-10?-

ït às trtre to say èhat no freedmqr to whose hands came

e.]1y veotige of real porler escapes the censure of Taciir¡si the

faults of 'bhe freedmea rrqi-î be isolated. e.ets (1?5) or a coÐ.*

ee¿fenatio::. of mi.sohiefs a-e åa the eases of +lnicetirs and. pel-La"s

t176 ) .

ït vri-l-tr be instruc'bive te follow the careexs of one or

"cwÐ of the leadårg freedrnæ, v¡h.o rûse to polì¡er dilring th.e

reigne of claudius èred Nero o Tl:is v¡il-l ê,ssi st one to rea.l-ise

to dra-u extent the;r eea]ly d-åd contrc,l the Eonaa worlcio i*nd

c,¡i11 i-nctict',ie the reacj:åcq of t'ac-i ius tov¡arcls 'u_heir a,ctiçitåes

¡-ind. üliscleeils o

Thrcughor-ri i'aciàus e na,.i:r¿Ltir¡e conce ::ning the f al-1 of ii,Þ ssaiina ,

ihe f reednral i'l;::ci ssus pla;,rs 'è. J-ea.rä;rg r:c I e* lie is po:àrar.;+:d.

as iia:rn¿, ¿ot ou-t orc.ers Èa al-l iire irrincipril rc-bo::s ec neerned,,

¿:.nd his eut;rcri'b;rr.ian ü.a;lneï' .ii_rou;Ì:.out ihe episod.e is .¿riekly

felt to be au *ronice¡.l carinen'üsrf . by Tacitus upon the inferior
type of ñ.en in øhose hencls such enorrrou.s -poyrer reeted, IIe i-s

d.eni.ci;ec- d,q.¡a.nding end. i.nd^eed oi:tirining a seat ia claudfus s

cairriÐ.ge (W7); prassing -vitel-lius for his opinion, altì:ough in

Èiris insianee }Tarcissus is "cnr¡artect t1?3). -ili"cell-j.uso it should

be noted., rras the mcst faiacus cou¡tier of -bhe time; be Í¿as

in Èhis yær consul fcr Èh"e th.ird. tine! a.ad. coileague in that

tl-iberbus a ratioaibus r



office end ín the censorship v¡íth Claudius himselfe Next"

Narcissus is seen orderlng the rernova.l- of the tnperorrø

chÍldre¡:. (1?g) 3 decicliag for the Em.¡:eror that he vî.ill hear

the pleas of Messalåna (feO);. and, thereafter taking eonplete

ehaæge of the pro eeedåogs, ineluding th.e orderå-ng of Þlessari.nar s

death. ,(181)4 llåe arrog&nee ls further showr. tater wheæ he

appears beu$fag rcrds wi.th *lgrf.ppiaa* the moth.er of Nerþ o

Eere, h.owever, åt þecomes manlf'eet that, lnwerful thoqh be

ls¡ tbe ÏÐwer of Aerippiaa lø grea er (f"8e) e ÁIÈÏrough lt Erqs

not notlced at the tfmeu h.is aullying of the court over the

Messaai.na affeir vcas only upoa tho ord.ers of a more rutJrlese

and intransigeat bully behind. the scenes F agripptna herself¡

Í¡]re ouècome of this dÍsagreement eould. take only one eourse$

the two beea¡ne opealy hostile (185)c Althougþ &cihrs hatês

freefuenr, be hates agr$.pp1na èbe noroo tonsequently f.a thLe

eontro'wessy betweeu b.er a"nd Nareissusg s¡Epetiry ie enlisted for
the freedme¡lq

lf{ühetber Brittanieus or Nero com€ 'bo the Èbroner ho

says tmy destructlon is ineritabLon Eut Claud.ius hae bee¡r

so good to sr@ that r vroutrd, give xny rife to help håElo

fhe crimi¡ral intentions for whtch Mossaliaa, wl& Gefus

Si.lius* wa,s coademned. (184) are present in Agrippiaa.e

oooËler lnÈrlgues fn Nemrs interests are fatal to the

ïnperî.&l house Þ more ruinous thaa if, r had. sadd. notþing

ahjout ber predeeessores uafaLthfulnesst om

Nârels$¡s here is èhe lese blade eha¡acter" for @hs"t he prodicts

about Nerots rq¡le Ls confi:med. es t&.e narrative proceed,sa Eut

alercissus has not *rddenly reformedu and become less concepned
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for hls oçÍ¡r affai.rs than for those of Romec A.nother freedman

lras overtaklng bin in porrer e&d lnfluenee, æð was eurjoylagu

å.t see¡eso $gri.ppine.te gooålr$.J-I te e. fairly libera.l extenË¡ for

Narcissue coatlnueså tH@re too tb.ene ie unfaithfulness* ågrippinare

lover f.s Fall-âs+ that i.e th.e final proof that Èo irnperlal

enbition she sacrlfices everytbing É cloceney, honour, chaotf.tyr ç

NereÍssust f inal mlsfortunes TIIere a Fource of regret only

Èa Nero anÕ to kindred spiritø absorbed in greed asd €ä-

trnarrageace6 After hls altercatioa wlth .tLgrf ppinau

nhÍs anxÍetÍes caused his heaLth to faiL? He retired

to Sinuessa, fÆ reeorer his strength ia fts nild, cLlmate

EEd, health-givlng we.ters$ (185) 
"

Imneåiately after the eccession of Nero bârsh treatnent a.ad the

tlrreat of, årnminent executàon drove hin to sulcido (186).

It i.s quite fn kee¡ling wi.tb the usual Braetiee of Taeitus

to enliet sup¡nrt ere& tøæ his bl-adcest aharacters irheÞ

catqstrophe i"e finally overtaking tbø (187) ø So desplte tbe

pathos gf Narcissus at hle end, and. the evea greater detestatlon

whtc&, f"gr$.ppina eli.eite fron th,e reader, there is no doubt thqt

to facÍtuen he J'lkø aLL ei-mil-ar upstarts !e a eontemptible

object*

It Beens inereùible that the bearer of $rch. &,n lllustrious

eanae aa Comelius Scipåo shouLd. be d.epf cted by faeitus ag

stooping to the b*,sest forms of flattery ta a frseùaano Ît

seema even. ulore æleuln€ when lt fs reneebered that this saoe

Selpio had reeont3-y lost his wi.fe Foppaea Sabina througþ tbe

meeJi.inations of a freedmeæ. Sosibi.ue (188i and. that he had,

earned the praise of tsaci.tue for his t(tiplonatie comprorclse
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between nerital affectÍon ad polttieal expedlencyr (189)' It

seeme to bo mueh motre likely thate r¡ben reproduefng Seipíols

ftrleotre word,s, Taetrti¡s Íg relating ths speakarts fror\y rather

thsn denonstrating a neît clepth in Senatorial servillty (fgO)

as some lnterpretere h¿ve asst&eå" It is interestlag to note

tbat eouplad wtth thÊ n¡rme of sclpio ls that of Barea

Sorams, the welL-knor*a Stole, who wåÈh nueh praise f,ron lacitt¡s

emnltted suielde along r¡lth ble ôaughter (fgr). $slFio suggested

tb¿t PaLlas sbo¿ld b€ given the natlolrrs tbanks beeauseu

thougb desced,ed, frcnn Árcadl¿n kingse ha pnaferred ùbe æ'tlonal

intereste to hls antiqne lÍaoage¡ ag! lat hl¡self be regarded

aE one of the en¡rororf s ssrvantg" Ttre irony couLd, not be

more telltng; although it has besn suggested thåt selpio

ltimagines for htn a clesceat frsn Pa1las, the nytJnÍeal

ancestor of EVarder ad eponymous of t'he origf'nel Pallante¡¡n

on the Palatine Hillss (fge)

it ie mors Llkely thst tbis arcestry we6 eletrned by tbe 1ively

lnaginatíon of the Greek who l¿ter dlsgusts Nero wlth uhat

Taeltus deseribes as hie ssurly arrogancøË (fg¡)" F\¡rthernoro t'he

weeknssses of Glaud,ius nust bave been loowa by ühose arounil hlst

and to spea} of Pallas, whoEs arroganee latær prøpüs htn to

boast that
nall onlers in htn hcane Ìfere given by aods or tlaTog

of the b¿nit when more ctetailed instür¿ctions were required

he wrote then to avoid personal contactn (fg¿å

to sp,eak ôf such a person as regardlng hinself as onÊ of the

ser¡rants of sr¡ch a çeak anå amenable enp€lor as C1at¡iius ia
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sucb 6. travesty of, TÊassp thert nobody, sir-r'elys cou.l.d have

regard.ed. sueh a stat@ent as geri.ousç

ff thf e wene not saff,Ècl.€rxt evidæee that tbe worde used

by Seipf.o &.s qpotecl by la,citus are beavy with fmny* another

pf eee of, bitter Tbcf toan årony acld.s cred.enee to 6þ f dee, úhat

tbe båstoriets was unable to dlsstlss thls nost errogaat of

freednetr ¡rithouÈ acri.moaya The sauÊ€ of Seiptos s tz'oaÍcal

praåøe¡ a senator$.al d.eereen r¡aÉr engraved la Lettora of bronze;

f t loaded praise, corn¡ne¡rts Tâcitus* for old,-worId. frugalf-ty oÐ

an ex-sl"ave who possessod throe hund.red nrtllion sesterees (195) 
"

A¡Id. yet agaia" wben the occasio¡x of Fq&Iasr depositlon by Nere

-ïr_1-

from the office of lLlbertus a rationibust

whi.ch he had, virtually controlled. the Fhrpipe

lnacitus f s heaglly sareastS.e* lÄs tbe e,x-slave left th.e trleìeee

wf.th e great cror¡d of foLfowereu the €¡ape?or penetratingly

eorroented rFal-las is ggång to swear himself out of hie state

functionsr* (196i

Sueh eo¡øsistent irany raekes Ínescapable the eoneluslon tb.a*

FÞ,LLas end. a¡y otber me& drawn frcm his waLh of lif,e æho

Iater find. thenselves in positions of, sucb emineace are Èhe

butt of somo of 'llaeitusr nost savage aJld bltter verbal attaekso

*¿"noÈher freednanu -å.nLeetusn was the originator of NeroÊs

Íageaious seheme for liddLng himself of his notber (197) + Íw

dåscussing tlre aetivities of, thls confidant of the ølperor

Tacitus shows less bitterness tha:n he does whon ùiscussing ihoso

of Failas; nevertheless he leaves tJee reqd.er ta little d.oubt

of his assesffieeÈ of hiæ'" In the first place ho felt toward.s

hi.m Wþet he agpears Èo have f eli towards the who1e breod of

the posË from

* is d.e scribed.u



freedniea; br birth they had no clalur to greatness, ad t'l¡elr

attairments Þtere nerely travestíes of Jwtiee' R¡rbber¡nore his

reyerence for fanlly tles and fltlal clevotion (fge) vor¡ld

certelnty cause hfun to l-ook witb dieds,in upon one wbo ínstígated

a aoE to mr¡rder his moÈber, even if ùbe nother ín queetlon

was ågripplnan In d,escrlbing ths desplcable Part be played' fn

brtnging abor¡t Èhe ¡,uln of the ¡noffending Oetavla (199) Tacitus

eogne¡ts seornfirlJ-y ùhat aArrlcetuss r¡arped eha¡acter fond no

dlffíeulty ln a fr¡¡tber crimen (eOO), ttEie record then proved'

to be a great asset Ln obeytng b.is en¡rerorts otdersrH and

enabled him ineldentatly to save hle oHD skia by retirtng to

a oomfortable exf.}e"

If Bome ldìag uged to the vasü influenee held by for:r¡er

slaæs, oüber ¡nopl,es wetre not; and Tacltr¡s ql¡it€ clearly

delfghts Ln tetttng bow Polyclltus wíth a vast tæaln of

attenclante a¡riv€d es a speelal- å.wesülgator tn Britain (eOf) '

altbough be tntÍ.uidated tbe Rsmen almya nthe eneEJ'|| says Taeåtw

laughed, at, hj"n.. For tben, freeclcm stIIL ]lved, and übe Power

of ex-slaves wgÐ sti]t r¡nfa¡niliar" the Brttlsh narvgll'ed thst

a ggneral an¿ aJì 8¡my wbo had ecmpletecl sueh a nightly wan

shorrld. obsy a slaveo There ls a play upon tbe words lliberËate I

qnd. ¡libertlaonm.l reniniscent of a similar play in the Ger"msni'e

(ZOù. In thåt eontest Tacltr¡e sa,ys ln tbe vein of satire tbst

ru¡F thro,Egh t*¡åt r¿ork that nFreedmen (ZO¡) ra¡k f.ittle

h3.gher tba¡r slaves; tlrey have seldøn a4y
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sericus influence in the household, never in the State,

excepiing onl¡r in natlons urrd.er the ra]e of kings ! It is

worth itentioning in -iiris context theii Icl¿rclitr-rs obtained.

cluite a bacl reputation fo:: rapacity subseE-renbly {204).

Other imporia::t freefunen r¡rTrose conùoct rêceive,s censure from

Tacltus t pen rîe.y be citerl. l¡atJ-ni-u.s, for instance, lho r/es

altlrost certainly a freei[nan, is descri'beci by' Tacitus in the

f o1-l-9 "ying terrns:

-11?-

rrThis ouisìanCing monst-rosiiy of the court hard.

originated" from a shoe siroÐ. Defc¡:rned in bod;' and.

scurrilous in iuit, he had f ir.st been t.:ken up as &. bu-tt

foy abuse" But ihen he gainecl po$íer enough to eclipse

any scou¡rdre1 in influence, weal'bh ¿-trLd canacity for

damage. lle rose b]' attacking d.ecent peoÐl_et¡ {¿05).

The ancienis v?ere of cor-lltse l-ess sensiiive ebou-t aii,aclrine

the physical defecì;s of i;ìreir corrteiripo:raries ihari. alre bheir

descend.ants, and, Taci'i;us is here guili¡r of no T$f, rse taste

'rhan most of the Rona.ns of tÌlat iime (206 ) "

Icelus, Galbats freedinan seeíns, if not njore odiou_s, at

least Ílore inf luentíal than -rl-a üiníus, ancl r?as abl-e to gra,sp

a vasf arnolxrt of p1.-rrno.er during tire first seven nroriths

after tìre death of }Ispo (407) . Galba? s fall ;neant al-so his

falÌ, and. TaciÌ;us relates iliat he suffered a freeùrnnrs

execuiion - in pu.blic {e08) .

¡Lsiaiicus reas leelus î opposl -üe nlurber und.er Yitellius o HO

1s c.esc::ibecl by Tacitus as

narr inf a¡aous monial- v¡no had. notÌiing br_i.t iris .¡ices

to cornmend himl? (209).

Like lcelus he is ræntioned as suffering the death the.t



beceße one of his lor,vly ortgin (410).

Tt rnight be argued. that these accounts of tho conduct of

elc-s1aves, daming though they fiIÐ.¡r 
. 
bg u are nO illore elociuent

of TaCi-bus ! contenlpt for iÌre race of f reedmen than his

aceounts of Fiso u ttre eneny of Genranicus, of Jlprltts

Marceflus ancl of Galba prove his contempt f or tir.e Senatorial

o:ider. This rær.y well be so ¡ f or cruelty and. unscrupulousfiess

ere not bhe possessions of any one class of society. But

the freedmen" are arraigned on gïìounds of condust the very

Opposite to what one r,¡rc¡u-ld erpe ct of men of hu:nible blrth

in a society such as that of Troperial Ronteo They possessed

fabulous ü,eaIth and a desire for more; e:rd. they wero

intolerably arrogant, If Piso waB an accomplice of Tiborius

and. aimed at the usu1'pation of the poner that belonged. tro

Ge:rnAn"ieus, he was, aceord.f ng to lacitusl aristocratic point

of vi ew, entitled 1n a sense to d.o so a s a member of

the ruLing casie, moving in the same circles as Emperors and.

their ad.opted Eons; if Eprius Itarcellus claimed ihat his

accusations yreTe maiters of the highest national importancet

he ïÍas largely coïrect in ihis c1aim, for he was after al-I

a senator , Gal-ba I s hauteur lvÉl s excu sable a s that of a.n

Sk4leror " But to a conservatlve ;. sueh As Tacitus the art of

goveïnment coutd be ai;tained by an ir-d ividue.l only after a

thorough irnnersion in its trad.it ions, af ter pursuing a public

eareer, through the stens of ihe cursus honorurn, wTrich had.

been designed to train public servants " If ihere lrv¿ls to be

a governing c1ase, it bad. to have r¡ealth to eor¡lano. the

necerisary resÐect; ancl if such and. greater - wealth was
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to f all into the hands of mere upstart-s -'¡ith no tÌrought

of the d.igrrity of ihe state except insof ar as it coi¡lci d.ed.

urith their or.¡ilr. irrned.ia'be interests, bìre result would. be

rrrisgovernnent and. .?n eventual rveakeni.ng of all legitinate
-,.^+L^-i 4--qL¿þLIUl.'I L,J o

That it rras only these aspe c^bs of the freedmen tÌreir.

enorlloìr.s power, weal-'i;h ¡,lnd consequent arrogance thai; so

distressed Tacltus is shown by hi-s v;il-lingness to admit that

ex-slaves welie capa.ble of ex-breme loyaity l,owarcis 'uireir patrons,

a.nd. even to sl,rangers. The e;rernple of Epicharis is a signal

pieCe of heroisn; she as an ex-slave anCL a rryorrlao off ers a

sharp contrast v,rith the cowardiee arrd treachery of free-born

fiËl1 . He cloes not regard. her as an es¡e cialiy vlr.tuou"s lvonan

- ind.eed., before her concern r,rlth the Pisonj.an conspiracy

agaÍ.nst Nero she had neveT , h€ says , intere sted herse lJ in

anytiiing good (31-1). Ì'','i:en threatenecl" -,,!i th tortu-r.e, if she

did not reveal the nâmes of the conspirators, she acquitted

herself so nobly that Tacitus praises ìrer conduct Ìiberally"

His account, bcìeed, is ,,"¡orth quoting at length: -

ThinkinEi thzrt no female bcdy coi.¡-Id si;and. the pain,

Nero ord.ereCr her io be tortured". BuÈ la shes did. not v¡eaken

her denia.l-s, nor diri brandi ng - nor tìre fu*.y of the

'borturers at being defied. by a v,rorûan c So the first daryts

exa¡úna,tion. rras frustrated. ISext day her racked. linbs

coulrL not s¡r.pport her, so she rras taken for further

torments in a chair, But on ¡he w¿ly she tore off her

breast-barid, f asteneci it in a noose -bo the chair rs canopy,

and. placed her nec.ts inside it. Then, straining with al-l
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he¡ weight, she 'bhruttle d. the little lif e tirat -rves sti1l

in hero Êo, shield-ing in direst agony men unconnected i¡¡ith

her and ai-most strangers, this ex-slavet¡orren set an example

which oarticularly shone '¡rhen free Inell r Roman genilemen

and Senators, $/ere bei;raying, untouched", their nearest and.

d.earest. For lucan, Senecio and 0;rintianus gave âwâ¡r theír

fellovu-cons;rirators vholesal-e (212)'

Taeitus has vrri tten thls a.ccount iii a most clrama.tie a.annert

end apparently øiththe greatest Íniensity of feeling. He is

indeed suffering from a troubleC. consci-ence, for he shared to

some extent during ihe relgn of i;he Donitian the ',reaknees

of the f ree men nentioned. ín this story. kobaì:ly he did

not betray his friends at a1J-, but he -'i!ras grilty of

aco¡rieseence in all that ihe emperor enjoined upon him and

hi s fellow-senators; ttre diff erence betw-een him anil Lueant

Senecio and. Quin'r,ianu.s !îIÊ.s no'b one of type ¡ but only one of

d.egree (215) . Ile f'r,els ad.decl remorse vriren he has io refate

what a brave contrast Epicharis afforded..

. Ta-citus also recounts hotn¡ Ìvlnester, rl freed'man, stabÞed

himsel-f to d.eath C.u.r'ing the cremation of Àgrippina the

younger (214) " Tiro alternaij-ve notives are sìLggesied', "niih

liitle to lnoicate vrhich carried the greater proba-nili';y:

Either he ioved his patronessr or he ileare,l assassinailon' (215)

If it i'ras f or -Love of A¡;rippina that ivinester col'{fndittéd.

suicíde, it .ir¿is - Tâcitus would. insist - a d.og-like devotÍon,

*136-
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not be retwned

and ii:nestep rvere r like many thousands of thei- r f el low-feeedmen

a¡d ií¿onen, harmie ss, humbàè and of ten poor people; l{arcissus

an

by

inferio¡ to a supelior being; it woslô

;r¿rippina, it is certain. For Epicharis



and. PalLas belouged, to g ¿umber of potentates dralçn fro¡r

the ranks of former siaves -bhat was forÈu-aately very ffineLlr

lhe ma"joråi;y of forruer sLaves were, as has just beea rernarked.r,

iæferior beings eo i.nferior in fact that, had every one

of the four thousar:.d. of tuers l-rho were banlsheô from Romo

to the d.eserted and d! seased isl-and. of Serd.inia because of

th.ei.r being i:ainted witb Egyptian of Je*rish rel-igious bolíef su

perishecl, the 1oss, according to Tâcitusu v¡ou-l-d. have been

sliglrt (816 ) o Sueh crea.tures had. at one time beeÐ- slaves,

constitufing the rriob of Rome; end. fcr th-e Ro¡ran npb no

Crislxtre.gesent or eens¿re isn fcr Taci'bus, sufficieni;ly- sirong"

(ar.? )

In surming ull¡ it ¡],'ty be stated that the worlis of ftr,citu_s,

especialJ-y tne later jrooks of the iiaae-lsu d.escribe period"e

s¡hen a vast arnorurt of pÐï'rer 'r¡as wiè-ld.ed. b]' free onen q Êu-ch

nen rlere achieving d.is'hÍnction in elI f ieJ-o.s; tirey coulrl be

f ound Ín i;h.e role of

ir'?sseuru d,ivineru ¡e.inter, rheiorician,

prof essorg necroÌnancer or physioi.an,

cr ti.'jrt-ro;;e rr*l,rer or geometicir-:n

as .Iu-ven,?l rerlra,þks (21-B).

T'hose r"rho e.ti¿rinecì. to Ðre-e::ainence ¿tnong tlLe vast iri.u¡.ber of

ì;heir colleagu-es in th.e royel household coukL hope for ccunt-

iess privileges e...Ld. e.b,uncl¿rnt uea.l-th. if 'bhei' 1rr.iC- adrci'c court

'üo ihe ltomen nho Lìt tire ti::re "'¡;as ruler of 'r;iie -llorran i;¡ir¡ire "

Tncitus, cu-ite uaderstanoaolþ , i-Jås not ?lea.¡ed- l;Jt thl-s

st::,'¡;ç of a.fiairso It seefts th.a.t, ¿il"bhcugìi Ìi¿i:rcisiirl-ß, ;,,¡.icetu-s

and Fall¿ls '.rsTe 'ny n¿i"'¿i.:re e:r'L,r.el:1el;' rr-nile¿êie;:.t ¡iQii, Taciius
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ras ccnsicier:a¡rly i:rejird-icecl. e;6ainst tiierq because of tileir

origin, ;rl--bÌicu.gh tb.1s con'ctlnpt cirnnot be justif ied r ii Car!

bo urrde::siccd-; f;icii;us i,¡úili3 Ì:igh-born iuid. proud. oÍ ühe fact o

e*d. i.b is ei ,åeiusj.on ÇoilÍßon ll-ncng ell- scc ieiies that

¿rfis-þ¡c1'atic cûmtecticuo o'úi-l3t to be, a lÊsspori; to liowerx

Iie Eas, & ïtiíi.-n- of 
""11s!r-¡e;¡ar--1e 

at-bainnre¡rts ås the fiel-d aî

letiers, 4. brilliant orei;ür steeped. in th.e litera'::}' -:r'aditions

of Roine ( AI9 ] +nC. e ;,:ri.ter cf und.oubtecl.ly .greet po'¡fer 
s

especial-J-p r.¡hen his sub; ec'b off ered hj.m ¿rúi oir;:ortunity -i;o

eïereise his sc¿\thing l,iÍtô Hare tiien Ìra"s his second cl-aim to

poïser; br:t ihis clai-¡¿,-boo, like that found-et u-pon his t'lue

b1ood., woulcl havo ?l/aileú hjr? l-ittle 1n tire d.e.ys of wi¡icil

ho ur¡i,tes; he and" lnen slnilari-y qual-ifj.ed. ç¡ou1d he.ve bee¡r

impotent 't p Ètrei r ef r-orts to eãp j oit i'nei r legal all'J' ¡¡cademic

training ãg*ínst these men of, g:I'eat eudaci.'ii}: but litile

ed-ucation who had risen frOrr tTre gut'rero .{i.t the uod. of Buoh

men e"s -bh-ese hj.s predecessors in the $eiate had opened èheir

veins; eron- the rTmperors lrad been subordinÐ,ted t'o th'e dnirns

of the fresdrnen r,fho occupiod. bhe th-ree gTeet seeT'etariatese

Ta^cåtus does not seom to have been verJr ml.lch preogcupied

si1th th.e acqr¡isitioa, of wealÈh; nevertheless his bitterness in

enuneret'b,i1g the fa.bulous properti.es of ihe f::eednen of the

Imprial- houseþold (eAO) ts v'er3r noticeabl-e* Ills objectioa to

this would. probably i;aJce the fo:s.e not of a grudge against

these pussessions, but of a pÐotest ageinst their ostentation

(,?'2r),

Llls vigïs of Èhe freedment s i1sÖ ¡of ". authority and' it
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seens ta be o:r accurate Assessment of, the siiiuation i-s

that Pone suffe1'ed. fn pmpcrtion '¡io the a.scend'ancy of the

poworfuL fseedsen GãZ) n ',Tere ho a l-ittle less biâsseð, be

would. havo to Add As &, eorollar"¡r that the freeftnen assusred

this ascendency only rrhen å Claud.fus was too involved. i'n

aOdlng ¡leir letters to the alphabet r aed- v'r'hen a Nero was

too iæme¡esed. j.n debaucheri-u Adequa'l-,e1y to restrain thenno

Å3ter a1L, Tiberius he.d boea wol-l ab,le to contaia the

aspiratioas of the freedraen (233),

5t is most i.ntrrl|obable that Tacitus Ìras personally

affeeteô by tþe pre-"eninenee of these freedmellç Eia contenpt

for the class is com.plementary to hie pride ín his orf&-

classo S. consideration of th'e historY of, tbe period indieates

no î.eason for complacency; the eonduct of tbe Senatoråa!

ord-er døes not seem Èo ha.ve been much supesior to th'at of

tb.e freefueno Ânë wåtb years of expeÏ'ienco of, rr¿le they

ought to have kaowo better"



ln the first plaee it urust be borne in rolnd. that

Tacitue v¡as a very wealtby ualt¡ He waa of the SeuatorlaL

ord.er, memben"ship of whleh was deSiendeat upon satisfyingt

acoongst other thÍngsu a proporty qualification (?,24)o Tb.ere

is no peasoa to sttpposo that Tbsitus was only just able to

gain admission on 'lhese grounds; he lras a successfull-y

praetísing lawyera Pllny states that he had. earned a

reputation as an orator befere his owh professional eareer

begaa (U¿5) fmm the same autJ:or lt is loarnt that o$ the

deatb of Ëhe eonsuf ilergini.us Rufus in 97 ÀoD* p TacÍtus was

appointed comsul suffeetue esd de'3.íve¡ed Ëhe funeral eulory of

his prêdecessor (246) e Ttrroe yeers later ÞeiÈus ee'A Pli.uy

ïrere essoeiated ia the proseeution of the proconsul of å.fricau

iyis.rius ki.scus GA?), Pliayu almays aa ad¡nirer of 'Ieclbcs,

when mentioning thf s fact speake of tho gr'ave dignity of

híe onatorXr+ ELseqhere the vari.ous phases of Sacituse ?cursus

þ.olqquËî e.re mentioned¡ trlhe¿ he was ehoset at tJro ag€ of

èwecty'-tbree or so tCI be the son-in-law of Àgricolau afi.d. the

rank end- pereoaal- cbaracter of the ]atter justifg the assunptiont

la the stlrds of Fourneâurc (AeB)

nthe,t the cb.osea husband. of his daughter would be

a young æ;a not only of moral excelì-ence* but of already

assured. ¡nslti.oa aad, promisenç

f"rom ;:39-95 À.Ðe he w&s absent from Rome in soms provi.nciaL

eorn¡eæ.d. (2291ë

If this suceessful ana prosp€rous pubJ-ic career is not

suff,j.cle:rb indication of th.e weaLtle of, Taeit*s" e. fr¡sther

III iJealth, Entrasageace and L,uxury

-r7a-



iadication of Ëbo extent of hfs resources is tlre qualíty

of the company that be kept* Ia the Uaþgqq if it is

genuinehorepresentshinselfasonte:s'soffriendshÍp

wlth åile loaders of tbe Romaa bar even at the age uf

twe:ety to twenty-two years (250i, More eonvincieg th'f& this

howeverishissubsequonbfriend.sbipwlth.FlinyoPli.nydeeplte

his protestatloas to the contrary (451) was erbreæly v'real'tby

(453); yet be speaks of f,âeåtus not in the nanner of a

patrontoaaltent'n'og@.8though'hewereaddressàngapoor

reLetfoEr. but in tenns of absolute equality (455) 
"

The indieetione frcm externaL evidence, tberefore, are that

Tacftus was R wealtby üêÛIe InteraaX evidence d'oes not suggest

anything to Ëh.e contrarrya He makes negligible mention of $oney

ine"waytbatleadsonetosupposethathehadasuffåcíeag

of tt eå lee,st Èo eRAþ'Ie hiin to d'evote his attentions eã.-

ctr-usively to oÈher riratters* Tbin]y vetled. under diffeüe:rt wordsu

one oftea finôs the patroni.slng maxim used eve¡' by th'e ri@

of todeãr * gmoney isn?t everythingt t23"+jo f'a keeping u¡i.th tb.e

epieåtofthepropertyqua}ificatioaforæembershi.pofths

Sen&teo he bel-ieves that a certain arrcunt of wealtir ls

necessarTr to m&intain the dlgnity of & man in bl& sta'tion

(a55). Mêrcus Ïlortensius Ïlortalue - 1& yolrlûg nobl-enaa who was

obviouslypoorg.a.ppea].odtotbesenateforfinaacielmeaaF

of avoiôing d.estitution on tbe gror¡nde that augustus had

presiousLy eaeouraged the suIryiva]. of hås Lltrustrious f¡mil]rq

althoueþ tbe senate was well-Öisposed towards the appea'3't

Tiberiueonlyerudginef.ynede&"slenderalêowancetoeaehof
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the four sons aî Horta}us, whletr was not perpetuated. &,s &

regular penslon tS56) o fhe whole nercati.ve infers that the

author was entireJ.y ÊynÞA.thetr-c to the appeel of Hortalusu

and only moclorately plee.sed by tne f+ct tb.at although money

was al&owed.* i.t naa a].lowed Êperinglyo

To keituso the noblli.ty had' a råght to pro¡nrty wl:,f ch

other orders dtd. not shares His hatred of th.e Im¡erla1 freed-

na¡1 has alreAQr bee¡r seen to l-ead hin tû trnotests agai11st

Èhetr weaLth. (egf); a freedman was always a slave at heart

(SgB) ?libertorum servil-i.a ingenfa? and. a slave wièh

weaLth s¡Es d.Angerous te soeial ord.erc fhe equestrian cl-asses

that åsr, lergelyu the ia€rcarûti.le classes - doubtless j.a-

ctuded. rconeJr-1ça{s3s* and thry rcere e t to regard lntri.otism

es less f-m¡rortaat than private proflts (269)a 0n1y tÞeitus aad'

hie eq¡åall-y hlgh minded. f ellow-se¡¡.ators required && adequate

fortr.¡se ts be able to devote thefr entire eaergies tt

patriotlsmr

ïn fai.rness, howeve1r lt must be said that Tacitusi lofty

id.ea1lsn f s nê-tch.ed by whet see¡1g to be a similarly deep

aense of proportlon As to Èhe vaf,ue of Ílonelrs There is no

tr?:roê of e, desir e for greeter wealth in the ú.ole of , hf.s

wríttngs, probably beeause he would have been u¡,ab1e to use

|t i-f he hafl & greater estater IIi.s batred of extravagance

permeaiea th€ whol-e of hls ¡"vorka and pårallel' lrith his eontrast

beir¡een tbe old. free ropublic anð the presenb en'slaved- enpire

ls a further paæallel betv¿een th.e sirnple l-if e of the pasf t

and, the extravagent and eff es.inate lurury af tþe ineseato

looking back nostalgiea.lly upoa the old daya of Rone uh.æ
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there were no foreigg influeuees' Bacitt¡-s ís inconsistent ín

rejoiciÐ.g in the -t erritorial expamsioa of åb'e Rorian world [A4O]

aaå yet deplori-ng -bhe foreign pollution that Tr&s aff ectf-ng the

e,trûospbere of Ì;he capíi;al-e *ùmittedly cn:ch of tbe infil'üratioa

would. hase tekea place wha.terer success atieaded' tbe buildång

0f the RonA,Ã &npire; yet its greaiest eff ects rreÏle ca'used by

slaves taken du-:eing the caTqÊ.igns of the lete republÍcs

*.lttough, TacåÈus complains th-at t'he dregs of evesy nation

finÖ their qra.y ia Rorne, (e41) it is the iasinuati-on of easÈera

vice wbåcþ has proved to be the g3oÊ'Ì;est siagl-e u¡dermiaing

inf fuenCe upon F.omA31 Ð Clety r ldot only r¡tere orlental ty=e':'lts

s¡¡nonlrrrous with gen.eraL deírra"rritll {2,4P') in greet need' of Roman

eulture fø43h their uations too qelre s1æciny:nous v;ith li;'xu¡iotrs

living* Tirid"ates lcing of seleucj.a wâs a -'7eak ruler, i-t is

recountad. Secailse

ilforeigir J-uxr-rz'¡r hnd i¡lÌd-e higr' effemi'n+terï

{?taai" itunting Ð:rd- feas¡i¡g ').Te sljeciffed âs lbeI"trarian 'oâsti':iesr

loA^\.ttu=u/ o

But b], tlie t{r'e of tire fuipi::e, these rrices ha'd ceased -bo

ì:e the e:;clusÌ--¡e possession of ?'o¿-rbaric peoplosl t--'¡-d had-

Fâssed. tc Rone * j:r.asus the soa of Tihe rius s:ìs sert -üt

ï}lyti crx,i becguse hj-s f €ìth.er beli eveä, lor one i.bì-ng, thet canp

Iif e ,;ïr111-d jlo be-btt-.r fc r hiir tllan tl-e lpresea k f-ri'r¡clous I ife

of juve:úle e;lt.ravat¿.lge t at F.or¡ie {z¿ß). 3t ...',ji:ìS a.¡ cu.t -b}ris ,Úiil:e

in f¿ct i:t¡'i A discussicn '.Iü.s iielcl- in iLie fiç¡ie-'te rJn tire su'i: je cf

cf ejitrr1vi:gi:Ìl1eÊ; ¿s ti'iis vice ;::s wid-es!::ec-d. (;¿4?), ?aci'uust

C.escrip-uion. of biie prc caeoiags is ,."orì;h- r¡u-oting:

;1.;.in-büs ïiateriug ¿.r:d ici;r-'¡ius :i'ron'co ']enc.lncc'-- c'¿::ent
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eli-ET:.1¡t ¿'ìnce. lhe uðe of gc id, pl,ri;e f a:r ¡rÍ.:ra'Le eirter-

tainaer:t s r,t¡r.s lrotrioiteå u ..¿,rd- ss rìíere íbe sili, cio'ches

into ',r¡.i cL: råls c.; siu;te h: d C-e;g;er.cri ie.J. fi.o:ito *eat

furbher= ¿¡nd iLelna-;iC"¿d, restrictions c¡. sifver l,l''.te, fu-rniture

e.¡aú. sJ-ar¡e5" G;l'Íu.s ..isinius ftil-l-u.s spO,ko il o;'- csiiio;:.. e'lj:re

e::tension o:f ì;¿e ïiLtpire? Ìre arguerJ, t htls ireant ti:.e gromtie

of private fc rtrmos, ?h.is is nothing ner; ind.eed it is ån

ke',oing lsith the uoet ¿¡.ncient his'bor;r., ;.,et.lth. meant ono

thing 'üc the irabricii, rr.nother to Èhe Scipios" f'b rriust

be jud.ged. in reia'ui on ta the co-rrtq- " îrü:eg the r:â'^tion r"JÉì-s

poor, neo ple î s h.ouses lrere s¡ra'ì. 1ç In i is present i?:rs.ïì'-1eur

.i .^ ¡-i =-i -1'".' 1 ^ +^^ ^--*.:, =.,ì-L-IuIr--L\,lU. aIÞ ¡ ulJU ¡ U-a-i.,:qllu- +

1ïn s3-avo s u *01;i-te, cr s.ny o'bì:.Er erii cle for use, the

only critcrioa of ::iod.ereiion or excess is -bhe on'ne:!îr s tueÐ,Êsô

Sena.tcrs Bn.d other geitt::y hs.',¡e spe cial lrope rty qu,?]if ieatioaso

not L:eeal¡se tho¡r are J.nbrinsiceliy uifferenÈ, but because

their prececlence ån st€itÍ-on, rÐ:rjÍr ¡ìnd. honours r¿e-rrauts

speeial provision for their menta]- and physical wel'l-beingo

Otherwi se leaC.i-ng nìon uould. i¡ave al*l the worri.es en"d d-a.ngers 
o

9:ad. none of their conpensati.ons? a ['bls eup]rernistf-e aô¿ission

ç¡f d-ebauchery reRùL1i¡ r;ron his guôlencen since ex-hbnvagqnee

rraÉ! widespread (24S),

iSo con¡rent need be made upor laeitust obvíous prejudices

ia thfs questi-on* Only six year.Ë le-ter the sare topic haû.

another lengthy C.iscr¿ssioa ia the ;jeaateu Tn fact its even

grea'ber le,ngÈh than ilre pa.sâege jusÈ quoted. betrays Tacitusr

great ccncerå Ðver the guesì;ione The reaÐa for hi.s coneesü,

i-s aot i:r:mediately apparent* since, as þe says t849)s Èhe

*1? t.*



luxusy and- extrqvagauee that porsisted in t]!:e period between

¡Lctirsn aad the year of the four ãmperors had by b-is own

Ì;i.no a.oê.ted-s rÈ ls difficult to bel-i.eve that iris motboå or

ra-ri.ting the +¡nnals d.emasd,ed. space*fi}lÍng l'¡hen thsre lsas scant

news of Imperial- di sorders or conqgests (850 ) * Perhaps he sAæ

Èhat lnversions of tbe sccial order allor¡¡ed' vast sums to fall

into the eoffers of Ûnperial freedmen', dsor ln aE' age of

apfe,lllng servility¡ set A ¡attera of ostentation whlch al-l

sougþt to foltow¡ or terhAps he judged the reverse to be tbe

case 3 th,at the d.ebillty from whlch soclety of t]Ìlat centur1¡

suffered. was the conseqlrence of tho spread €: lu:culy. Ia ef-thes

cesef suCb A serpo¡ o& luxuliy As he preaches v¡otrld be co['*

sonarË with. hig ¡@rsL PilslÐses and' muld' help soci'ety, if only

3.t wouð.d listenr- to ach.ieve e, hf.gþer leveL of virilityo

Hås expLew.ations of Èhe retur¡. to a flore noderate way of

living efter 69 AuDo Are c]ear, and' eonwinclnge Ðuring Èire

rei.ga of terror that of lþmitia:r must certainly be in b'ls

mind. rieh farnilles were compell-ed' io live nodestl-y to eseaBe

tbe Botloe oî åhe efiIp€roro f iffther.noreu liÊny seLf-nade

provi.BoiAls brougbè frugat habfts to Rone, aæd perslsteê in

thetr frugaLtty even r,fu.en tbey had rade fortuness âs ne'By of

thea ðid¿ Ta tire thlrd. place vespasian had. set a f ine elçaEple

of o3-d-fash:ioned slmplicity, and this had. apparently not passed

u:enotieecl by tris subiJects* A further explanatÈono dsich nay be

ad.ded. to ihose giveo by ?acitus" reLated tÐ the fact t'hat all

new sùemes end. enterpråses bring in thetr train problens whlcb

èine aLoÐe CA1¡ di.eprose of s Tbe Al?'ekening of .A.rab ¡rational-lsnt

Èod.ay" for lnsta:nce* is causing m¡sh troubLe to t'be world'; the

B¡itåsh National lleaLth Ser"s'iee took severa.I years before most



of lts attendant troubles TÍere ellminated.s so too lrlth the

Romen rhqFíre el.th.ougb Rome had. acquired ::rost of her &npire

before th.e Christian era4 E hunùred. years or so Later sh.e

was oaly beginning to learn how to nrle the weal-th that she

acqui.red. from her 1Ðssessions"

Regardi.ng the questton of lttxury itseJ.f * Tacitus 1e agqf.n

torn betr¡eea two loyaJ.tÈesí he is conscious tbaù the growlng

oxtbavagaaee in Ro¡ro wes causing not only socàaL but also

economlc difficulties (451) and his love for Ro¡ne v¡ould uake

håm d,eplore these conùitionso Tet he has io agree wlth giberius

whor-''prudently d.eclines to þgrn &'hat inevitably would have bee¡r

a losing battle in a.Ètenpting èo st@. the tide of luxæy, &en

he says that social d.istinctions h+d reached the u¡fortunate

state of d.ependång upon ostentation of Frealth (25e) o As a nÊÐ.

of raak Taeitus clearly wlsþed these ôistinctioas to ren&in" It

is ínterosting to conjec'eilz'e wh.a.t wcul d- have been Tacitusl

attltud.e tov¡ards luxur.li had he been compallett to naåntaia hi.s

prestige ôaring hie lifetíne Ía the way tilet hls predeeessors

bad had te ôo drming the rei.g¡r of Neroe

l;uxury ear,¿sed militar"¡r discipline ì;o ôeterl.orate (1?.53) o Not

only srere the F"onans the sufferers ia this respeet¡ often Èhey

thquseÏ'¡eÊ 'tøere able to geia advantege over e¿r eaerqy beea.use of

his eff eird.nacy or luxr:ry" Ðuring the uprisings of, Èb.e GailLc

trlbes in AL Â.oÐo, tribes whieh, fortunately for tJre Roma:r

caï.se, lacked discipline e:eô battle experience* the Ronan

cormander Silius i.s nade to g8g¡,

?rfhe wealthys luxurious j\edui look uawerrl-ike* Èove

Èh.at i;hey arel Lihen they runr yolr can S)e.re their liçesn

[e54) "

-L¿O^



!h.* -resul-'i;1:í?,,,i 8" gui;s-lanf,ial. víe'ccr.;,- for Rcfig, Ci'¡j_l.ise j!,ij.r+r

;fea.ils ]-a-ber, î..ia,s 'ic re1;r upoTl Ì;he re.qu.l-isr of tco muci:

bairciireitng '"¡hen i.e convinceC- ?¡is si:j-efs of his need i;o a:¿'¿acT.:.

the Ro,:'a.ns U {Z:,5} " }"fter bei:ig piied iriÈl: Ð,. g-rea.i, feast, gre;,-

aba.rrdone<L resi:iing Ci.¡i-l is? sclienes"

One e.sç;ecL of e:rtrava.gai'r+, l ivi.cg tnll Taeiius j-s ç;z.rt: ct1-lti ¡
seveT'e upûn, is dru-nk,enness. I-Iis -'uenpera..r.lce eampaign is n_e1¡Ér

r.la.ged aggressiire-1.;, ai-fi:ough i;he 'topie is one cf the fe,¿ in
vLti-e'n l:.e ecns:istentl.;' na-;nt;¿.ins the s3ae at'¿iiud.e. just ¡]s .t;"ae

å.ec.ui id-ôïe ::e n'-io:"ed ine ffe e'{;u¿r1 in ba-itl e hy ihe -i r 1i-,-.c-u:'ious

,l-'iving" d.runkeur.ess often seens tc,navÐ icsè b::r-b-l.es åir bhe

eo-r7y' -'l,npi:re " Ge:m.airi-eus i-s ce sc::iberJ. es socur'J.rg en a,frr-rant¿.ge

o',/ei' Ger,nan tri?:e;-¡ bec:i.use of t¡ieír s-ba'i,e cf
¡rtrr:coni3:c1.1edr, druLnken pros1,ri,-bicnrt (:.:¡) 

"

The ûerrnar.rsu he :.e]-a Ées eJ-se,.¡he::e |ZSZ), in fac,ç of-teri hal-d

di'i-:nlcin6 bcu.i;s las-t,ii.rg a. C"+;' anil nigh,,, and -i;hese 1..jor!ì not

cons j¡-dersd, b). the Gerrnarrs 'Lhernse-l-i¡es in ånj' vtÐ.-j! disgr",.cefiri,.

cofs, oíÌe of ii:e j cii'ii; 1e i-ngs c-f ri:race api;ciirr:ed- b¡' g¡.gu.s rus

"'¡h.en ihei¡: fa.l;her Cief,u wa.s eiisr:ared b)' hj.s b:rc,ürer lheseupot"i s

one irí-gh'i a.fter drii-rlc had. pu-i hirn off iiis gue-"rrJ (¿lg) .

Th-:'::ci.a n :;-'.:xilL-ri-ar:'.es i n the Ronan amr",]r ÐTt onc occl¡_sicn

rîaba-i:¡Coned. sentr;i- dr-:-t¡- i1 favc,tn of dissip;.iion or 1a¡,

r.¡runkenl-y slee¡;ingti {ZSgi "

ri;ah-eu-s maåe hís ap^ceei to Gerïra-ïi tribesme:i .la.::L]-;r þ;r ihe dru:rkai:-

nesii atri. I us-r,i,:l"ne.sS i+i:ich n¿.ti.¡e s arLr¡i:'e iZeCj " ONho nighi h:,¡,"e

beecme enperûu befoz.e .Tanrrarlr Zj, 69 A.n" ira.,å i;he di-fficul-iy of

seeu.r:i ng ; cint ac b'' on on à previcus ccc¿sion amcng dnr_nlçe¡i

nen 1ìOrü prerr'enbed therä fr.arn .¡r,rt¡inq n-, ¡-l'. theif pìj3,pcse tZ6t) .



One of lvlessalin@?s wi.ldest revefs le d.escrÍbed. ín baceha¡alta:r terÍns.

i :. ' '', 1r. 
" ,Ëhe rJes ,oorf orrring in her grounds a ni¡úc

grape-harvest o kessos Fretre working, vats overflowirJ.go, a??

t86eJ

Referedøee" to drink become nore numerous whea Nero arr"ives

on the sc@tr€o Britannieus seored a sÌrccess g,t the elcpe&se of

i$ero &lrÍag a drunken ærty {e6g) q Nem hi&self is described.

as dru¡k lE64)¡ *rd aÊ a frequenter of, taverns [e6b),

It would be surprising, in the tfght of çrhai Saeitus hae

to say ou the Principai;e, (466J i,f he let ,any Èendencies to

extravagenee ou. tbe part of the e;-'percrs themsolvss Is-ss un-

noticed* The chlef offend.ers are liTero, Otho and- Vítellius, arrd.

of e.ourse' the pri"nciple Lad_ies l{eesalina and tig"j.pn}inao Tne

excesses of, l'Þrg aÏe too wel-^L-linc,Áfi-i i;,¡ need. close anal-ysl so.

a¡¡d Tacii;usr atti.tude totrards theia lf not expllcit is easÌly

imagined* tsut ihere ie tSre cleseription of a

ttprod.igal- and, noàorious banquet. " . o ug:iver. by Tigeltinus&

v¡hieh sL?,$ be regardecL for the present purpos€ - e"s Tacitras

hlmse]-f chose to rega?d åt as a typica.tr- instanee of the

årnperie.l debauchery ihat took lrlerce durång the rei.gn of i{ero

(¿6?) * fne illt'f'mi aating, if u¡rpl-easant r readiog af the text

d.eserves for that Teason to be reproduced. ln fr:11;

fio avoid. repetiiious aceounts of extravaganee" I shall

d.eseribe it, as a mod.el of its kiad.o The entertainmeat

took placo on a raft eonst.iueted on i\{arcìfs.Qrippats lake,

It vras tsn+ed. about by other vessels, with go1d. and ivory

fittàngs* ?heÍr rûFrers trere clegenerates, assorted according

Ès åge a¡.d. r¡j. se+ Tigeilinus h.ad. alæ. collected. blrds ead

*LZB-



aäimal-s from remcte eountries¡ @d even the products of

èhe ceea,¡.€ ûsr the quays were brothels stocked wii;h htgh-

rac,kisg la-d.ieso ûppos{te then could. be seon aaked prostituùes,

åndecently posturåag æd. gesturing*

"àt rughtfãlL i;he -rryoods end houses aearby ecboed lrith

singíng and blazed lrith lígþts.a lrþro was already- corcupted.

by everTr lust* naturaL and unnaturaLc Eirt he nogr refuted

aay sut3lrises that no f urther d.egred.ation was posslble for

hira' tr'or e. few days later he went through. & fomaaL wed.ding

eeren¡lny lrith one of the perverted gÊng Caj.led. ffih&gofgs+

[he emperæe la the Bresence of wltnesses* put ou the br{dal

ve1l" !iowr.y' mamlage-Ìred., lrcd.ding torches* all were therea

Tnðeed everything was puhlie r¡¡hich. e'ren at a natural- unloa

1s veil-ed by nigbt.

so much thea for the e:rtra"vaga;rces of Nero u aad. for Tacitusr

undÍsguised and. bitter conte,npt for thei¡ra Like idero,, Otho was

¡ruch. ad.dicted to the grosser pleasures of ïm¡eria3- court Iífe"
nOth,¡rs mind. t?as not effeniaate like his bod.y@ (e6g)

He had. , ITero rs lnpríal cor.¡st to drai,¡ rrpon as a source of

luxury

I'måth its freerlom as to narriagep aclultery, and. oi;her

king - like indulgeneeg; , o "if he did ooÈ eéi.ze thes hinseJ.f u

they wouJ.d falL to othersn (269) 
"

Fiso, Galba0s nomiuee as emfiôxor! says of Otho:

nÎhe riees whlch are his on1y gtory were ruinLng the

&"lplra even whe¡r he was on1y ar. emperurr s frien.dç ShouLd.

his gaåt and. d.emeg,nou-r, should that wo¡ra:rish ari-orrrment of

irís person¡ g{ge hLr. e title to ftnpire? 3,et none deceive

-Iæ,*



thernsol-vas bscå.-Lr.se hi.s etllt¿,:,rz,ga.r:ca ilears -bhe garh of

gene rosi{r ¿ he iuill. know hot.' 'Lo squ-airder', he ,,¡ill- ncl.;

llno'.¡ }¡cr+ '!o g-!rró o lia is rl:'el-dy pla-olling rei¡el.-ries anå-

a-duJ"-i;e:ries a.nC. ga'l;h"::"Í rrgs of llonen in his rrrS-nd; these er+-)

r;he,t he d.eeris io be *,he prizes of Br.pi-re,r; (eZo) 
"

I¿¿ ler Othc; i,s Cesceibed by Ta.cj"ius z.s the m.ost -ulorj;1:-'l-.eas enð.

¡nos-b debs.uehed of maiùii,.f (ZZi) " Vi bel-l i.r-rs is ecru-al1;r seve-r'e1;'

deal.{; l¡i-bhÍ

rllhe +"orpid Yå-Lell-ius drur,k 1:)' midCa;z and hea.l.1' r,¡iîi:

f ood, rta s e'rrj o¡'ing ?. forot:¿ste of h&s ïnperia-l- fcr'-Lu-i:es in

l"rr¿:'iort.s ease and s',;i,rpiuou.s ba.nque'bi-:rgri çZZZ) ;

^-.^j.."í Íc¿-1i .

rlBu'i: i:r-"s ä?\.,' wiì"s f cul- ar¡d -in*sa,-Lia-bJ-e, Rcme a'rC- T'i,e.l-y

.ïÍere rarrsa.c-j.ced, 'io prcviCe C¿rirrti e;"-l f c:' l:isr pa3-e.Èe 3 bhe rcads

from eittres' seã. h'¿.anod i,ii'ì;h ine ccrìrelianca of -i.;hen: ''che

chi-ef raeTi ån cil"ie s r,Ileï'e x'uitied * a-nd. t'¡L¿cle ei-ties Ìrer'Ê

r.;'e,s'T;ed.u -r¡-li prot,'i,1irrg him i^¡j-i;h banquetsu l¡hj--l-e -Lhe sc.ldjle::s-r

lost +"i:eir olc1 vi.::'Lues i-n icileness a.ncli til.e pui:'suits *f

pleasu"r'e s à;Êr lea.rr-iÌi öo d.es;:i-re i:irei:' ger:.erLlîr lZfil :

ye-¡ aga.in:

trTile câînp of liii;ol-l iu-s -,."fa.s a. Êcene of 'li-sorder,

d-rurd;*ürie,es, ¿.nd ncctur:::'¿-l- c::gies, r..- ¡;h+r" 'rhen of prcper

n-ì-l ít¡,v,r¡ d' ¿' /^-'\
'-l-5cl-p¡ aTr?'' \< i4j "

Îi:ez"e are nìÄnelou.s oiher references b:¡ Taci-bu.s ì;o the ox-

f,¡¡rr¡ cani-. 'i r"r¡i i'rc n'Î lI-ì -i.al I -l iic {Zf ';). *=r, j,-rsticer migi:È Taei-i¡.:.s

cry

r?C mighty arcl" unhs,.pp;' co",.i::tr¡'! lo ha-ve er:d-ured in Qrre

yes-r' an Obho and e Vi'cel-,1-ius ô o o â ó', (Z?6) 
"



j.-'/ - Tir,E i:ocRER . CT.4",SSES

ihis bopÍ-c &å,f, be di:leu;ser1 '{r¿T'[ b::Í-e-f1;'" Ta.ci+":.rs has

-Li-'r't'ia pajLenee r'¡i-bh't;T,,*'socia'-I.l;r 1ess fo::l;una-te claii'ses, :nd"

å9
',,.oe j,ns-b.:.nr:es af disp:.r:irrg relnr'ks âï'e toc l:rLlnÊrous to

-recui.t:e in'Ci-vidu¡.i meritic::r.

r,'hen a!3, Lris ccütenpt*ous *c¡njrìen-L'.s a.-:'e a.tra1-¡:"5e¡1 j-t' i s

fou:ld" the. b the::s s.Te tir:'ee ri.i silnci: a]-i eg,;.iicr:s ageinsl; the

ni-rqrble fol-Ë - ihe it0ity mobrr oï' the 1r ra-bbletr as 'uhe;'

âre u-s'rø,]-l-,¡ referl'ed to. The f-'r:"st fa:¡at -iulr:rzfu Taei'bus findg

i-n thern. ts l-"he:ir in"i;erest i-ir plea-sure rJcne; lie eciioes

iuvena-lIs fa-m-cu-s complaini; Lh':-"l" bhe cnl;r i-nterests of tho's'vbzt:t

pcpul.ai,icn lrer:€ bread- a.rC. the circus;

*'l -"i'l -

ai;
\

ji^s tire mch cf F.c¡¡re i,íes so c3. cseli' assccÍs,teC, lrith ti:e

c:i-l:cl1.qese Ta.ei- UUs ! itc-'Lrad i.s e*l,Sci venLed e-ti {,lhe cirr:USeg

ihenseL.r,"es. liher. tl:.e tri-a.l- of Ti3'e1,'inl;,s had i¡orked "'.tir ihe

frenay of the popuì,a-ce, he descri-bes ì;hem as

r¡fl oski ng i+ith red ottbie.d. fu.ry anC. the en-bi::e cí''uy

1;o the Palace and- ti:e foru:itu and- fi1--li'i'g the circuses

and- thea-bres, -lhe¡:e pc¡:u1.ar l-:i-cense is nost pemi'ir:eC'u

i.¡ith disci'ctei:1;r cri ê-c!î (ZZ¿) .

Vi-bel.l irus is de.=cribed ås ,/ícoing pcpr.il ar favo:;-z' by a.ppe:.líng

to the ;cecpl-e crr ì:hei: c', jn ;:"ounc;

!l 
" o oile al,tencleC ihe cc'nsuúar electicrrs a1-ong r.¡ibir the

duas ta-ni;¿n res '-.iuti-us opta. l,u iiãne¡r



c':rídiCates I i.ke ìJ. ;or:i-vate eítËizen, ,t-nð. he cot="ted in

$ïavy -rI?.; 'i.he fa-;ci-.:" of the rabh'l e b¡- a'i; be:od-in.; ihe

.i-,hcqù:"es ^ a.-.rrì i^'. +-lF-i î- ,.--+ ir' i,he f¡"c-Licrrs of tjleu¡:çe. ui v È o uo! v3 jlr:¿ó ¡ic,¡ u

/ 
^-'a\c:L:f"cus'" \,! !')) "

Dr/

Itblr-i-.1-d.ing si,ables fo:' his cha:'i cie+-.r:s, fi11i-ng the

cåz.eus r.¡iih sh.or'.,s of glad.iators or iJi-'r-d- be,asts 2 D.nð. feoling

a\íaji money a.s ''"hnugh his suppl-;' cf it -r/¡e?e ine;cl:a.us-bj.b1et'

f 
^.!A\f e1C'tzi c

the seme emperc:r r.da.s ";;411- on tl:e roaC tor',¡¿rd-,s

!tc1e1-ightí-n¡ f,he ra.bble ås mucli a-s Yte \.Jas ou:i::e.g-lrig

al-l good. eitizens¡? (eS1) .

1?,ir. Poi-an cî nso,r! o?itgi r¡ ri.abeil to l;h::ust himse-l-f i nt,c

grea.t a.ffairs tr"v pi:='batlcl-:in 3 'i;o divinit;t. . " I-l.e ,//e.s" " "exposed

èo çil-cl beasts;'r¡ut tàs lhe l:easts fe.il-Ecl. i;o ð.&vc,:E i:!:"n,

the fcolisir i'cÇu1ace bel-i-e¡,'ed hfu', to i:e ,'l-n-vr.:""lnerab-l.e unt:L-l

he i.ias s-Le in be f cre the eyzs 'Ðf i.Ii lel1 -i,;s'¡ (232 ) ;

ì;iris rerna.rk rlisplay's incÍåe:ota]-1;' Tg.c:' Ì;i;s t 1-.e1i ef ':;lr¡- i t;rs liu-nb-l.y

'cr:rn ha.d nc coneerr 
"¡j-"bi: 

affai-¡s of s-bate - aLn¡i cusl-y in

r,hose Ca.¡'s, ihe ircoT ,,.,e1'e 1-11-3ç';:ì-^c;:ed fcr sta. Leez'aftu bi:t

Ta"ci-tus I a'c',,i-tude i-rdieai-.es bhat unde¡: no eire,-rms'r,ancas shcu-l-d. the

7-c',:)-t, ,':crn presu¡ae to in'terfei:æ i.¡ith business of 'l'ne grea'io

'i1"''^ +' - :- ---'bia.La l:insel f l,iith bire i:=o;:l*, dEscrib+C. ;rins:lf, i=-,- \- g t¿'J al.-tð-L c-

a.s 'ohelr sori"å-f¡f.

'¡Jus"b 3s j,n priv':. be rual'el,ionsh-i;;s irea::est aye dearr:st, i:e sa.i-d,

st"l:o hiri -bhe:inhabi-i;a.nts of Rone caxle fir;¡ii: ha nu-st o'be,v

-Lheir appeaL ilo stay! lhe peol:le -liked such pi'cieõLa'ûionÉ"

The;r l-cr¡ed- 'l,he j,r a:nu-seneüÈs " Bu L 'i,ireir

^1 ?2-



princlpal ínterest T¡as the corn supply: and the¡i

fearecì. it r¡{ould :lrn short if }lero went &vra$te (283}.

This conetant d.esiro for aiuusement ls in reaJ-ity oaly

one facet of the greater sin of whieh, Ts,citus eie.irns, th.e

popula-ce is guilttsn ?oLftieal- irrestrronsibiLiùy nerLe $rch people

afmost beneath-bhe noÈiee of th.e aristocratie historian" Thenr

watched. great eveats, merely as speeta,tors, r'¡ithout any rea.l-

isati.on of v¡hat i;hose events signified o

otsy this ti_ne, the entire populaee?f , he na.::rates

orooÌ1í eáLJ'ra &:l. relati.ng the eveats leading up to th.e death of

êa] hr:-

rlsla.ses aliong the numberu iÍere invadÍng the T¡åLace,

clamouring for tb.c d.ea-bh of 0bho and. the d.estr¡rction of

the eonspiratorso just as if they 'lvere calling for eomø

spocta.cle in i;he Cireus or i;he thoatre; aot cc¡nsiderings

or ind.eed neanlng r whei; ihq¡ sâid, seeing that o& the

saJre d-ay Èhe7 wero reo.dy to cry out for ihe opposite

with. eqü.aL enthuslê.s: thoy wero but following the

establ-ished prseti-ce of greeting the oæ.peror, whoever he

rni$È bo, Iuith ex'bravagant a:rd senseless accl-a¡aaiionso11

(a84),

lio pe-ssage in Rll hls writings is rÞTe grapbie thaa the

d,escription of Gallra oa his lelst ill-fated journe¡r to the

fo¡runn lbe whole poþu]-ation ie stated as Þelng cornpletely

lnssive u¡.d.er the sense of lm¡randr-i-ng caÈastropheg

flcelha. f¡as suâyed. tÐ and. f¡o by every moverenÈ of

the sæging rnultitude; the be.silicas e&d the tæ-pl.es

arou¡d were pa-eired rñith. spectaters of the woeft¡l seeneê

-v3*



l(o word rias uttereti either by the people or the plebs¡

di.smay sat on eìrerjr facen anC. every ear was turned to

J.isteao Tllere was no uproar$ there rJas no cal¡n oaly

e sileuce lilçe that of sone great terror or some

elehtf pessionl? (485)"

'Iire enersf a¡ad. interest v¡hieh should. har.ve baen and srh.ich

fo::irerly h¿¿d been d.ev'oted to pritics was Ín faet dtssipe-ted

at the eircus g.eüee* The t'so lrobJ.ems that of tho love

of specteeles of th.e populace, and the plebeia¡. la.ck of

politícal responsibility were closely z:el_aJed;

?!Tce excitemo¡rh whÍch peo*ole had. sought in poliiies
'i;hey sugot now in Ure râces¡ Their' stakes Eere laid.

efae-båonsr Ïrad. beeome â, eubstituÈs for -i;h.e €üreie¡rË

political pertåes", "[h-is marrie w'as unquesiÍonably the

synbol of a. illorÍLl d"eeline*, ", o.{t the seJire iine }=re must

recognize that ii spnang fro¡r th.€ aeod of the masses

for something to stir th.eir bloodu anit b-allù the imtrerÍaJ-

reg'åme showed sklll Ln cliverting it to the ma-inteaa¡¡e e

of its ow& stabil3.ty and r:he preserratÍon of Èhe punlic

peaceil (eS6) 
"

ft was seen du:iag the ùiscusslon of oneils (AB?j that

on several oceasions prodigies FIere miscons'brr¡ed by th.e wi j-ê

e,ssr:mptlons of the pcpulace* Ilce eredulousness of tþe publie

ls fhcitusl third. chargeo Durilg his a.cco€nt of a fire on

the taelian ÏfÈl-l wh.leh gave ri se tc gloorny s¡:e culati ons of

the peopJ.eo he claims that ít i.s the mnt of the public

te fasten on e sea.pegoat for chance happenings; Tiberiusr



depe.::ture f,rci"*, Rome 'i;o Ça.¡:rí i.Íä.s iiru_s ::ega.rded. e.s en ill *

ût1etL" 1.aCi iUS COn-ilni"ie.S j_f Cni ¡¡l .! ,.. ¿r,ñ er,Ì-râ-rt, ìrr rln j-,ì.r¡

venù-L'i';r of ihe pu.b'. ie a

rrTiberiu¡ d-i sa"rned. crit,icj,,.;n b=, C-is1ril:*iing notle)¡

i n pr"opot,iion -Lc tìt¿ l-cs ses i_'ncur:.ed o . . " o!! (ZgA) 
"

iiRolï,e:î ne õays iZSç) u 'tie E. ci-ty -,i'la'L, finds ã nee.ni ng

i¡r everythingrr

- and here he is '¿hi:,*ring n_ci cf tire soo,chsa.;rers a"¡d. Urcse

r¡hcm T:.r¿ bel:i-e''¡ed- equipi-red bo rl.iscuss ¡rc:rlents ar-d. ciri-l-a::

natiers u Ì:u b the rnoh :,ihose cu¡:öom iij 1iå.s ic j,rmi: -i;c ila,s!;r

eoncl usion-< " Thi-s -fle;rÍ-bi1-i-ty cf ''clre cr"c-i riar-::l pecpl-a is oill

o:i -bhe j-:: sal.ient ciiaracteris-i:ics-. sc 'i;ba.j; vlheri äe_l_-¡e Lian envqi$

es.rire befor.e Vj-iel.l-Ír:s z.!.:d. his a:rffJ-e cne c-i. i:heis. nmbe:.,

îl a.-rC.i.lrs Cossus, spolcr: so convincing3_; i;hr-,

isiire scl.d.-i ers ''iåìrh .ti:e usr_r¡.1.. mr-r-be.ì:i-lier oí a. ncbp

be.cane a# incliired ic p1-ty a,s nne;¡ had prerrío;.s1_;, bee¡r

ex'Lreme iir -tileir se.¡erit)'", (:;O) 
"

!'ri'bll sleves a-q e cl,e.ss Ta.ci'bus, o.s rrrigt:t i..i6l -!. be el{--

i:ected, shci+s 1j-t'b--l-e s,vlipa',,h¡" 03' i.incier"sttn<ling; sucirl:i..lce pe*¡:Ie

+.Te lJlr"t cÍ i':-z e1i-'.i;ne.':L cf tj:: greai licuses ¡f pcr,le in
ju.sÈ '¿he s Ðrne \,ial å_s go1d, and sil-ver plaèa {Zçf) . illost

remarkable is the ea.se of Èhe mu.'.eder of èhe city-prefeet

and ex-eonsu.l ?edanius ljecund.us, å stra",/e i.rå.s proseeu-ted fcr
i'he murder, hj.s guålt \tas 'rldispr:iiec and. he l..ra"s senteneed to

death" Bu-b accord-ing io aneier:t cus{;cm, ¡çi-,, 'das requfu"ed-rr,

says Taeit'rrs {ZçZ),

rrthet ovsry slave residing unde:: the same roof nust

a -P



be e;tecutedÍ!o

This scunds -bc he a brutal custorri such as one would eE*

poct to meet e{irong ¡rrirrÍ.tirre societi esq Indeed. Ta.eitus sta'bes

thaË

nra crov¡d. gatÌì-ered.r eeger to såve so maTry lnnocent

lives; árldr rioöing beganrl,

tbus showing tha-t he is eìFare of e-t least a eertaia a:soünt

of injustieeo He e..lso speaks of

rtprotesting cries of pity for the nr.imberg affected.

th€rê siere for¡r hunårså - encl the r;oiren s and. the

yomg¡ and. th.e uad.cubteC. ir¡::ocenee of tb.e rna jorftyn

t2e5) "

-LJO-

irf ter the slaves ha.d bee:r executed j.t rûas further proposed.

thai l"ed.anius? ex-sJ-aves too should. be d.eportedo l,Teroe Taeù.tus

rele.tes, vetoed tÏr:i.s

ÈÞ'bhe ancient siÀstcrir had noÌ; been tenpe:red "ny rnercyr

but si:oul"d. not be aggravated by ì:ru-baliqr-ttt

}¡iueh moiîe signì.fica.nÈ than theso suggestioas by'traeitus tirat

ho reeognisod 'uhat the r"e wÐ.s sone justice in an appeal for

clanency, is the Ie:rgth5r, arrogac.t errd specious speech put

into the mouth. of Ga=ius ûassius longinus, e,i.rc1 Èhe abseq.ce

of Ð, speeeh in wh.icb e, juster point cf vieta ui$i heve

been pui; fori'¡ard." Cassiurse speech is too long to reproduce

in its entireiy; but when stripped. f-qtrn Èo essentials it

pcrÈrsrys the ¿ttitude of tl:.e Roma:r noble¡rea towards slaves

Éoïe aecurately 'cha¡ anJ- nunl¡er of cesu*.l al-lusio!.s -i;hat

mf eht be citedo IIe sags (Zga) ¿

tï ha"ve often been hÊreo o oirh€Ttr d,ecrees dei¡iatj.ag



frorn our ancesÌ;ra1 la¡¡s and cus Lorüs were mootedç I
heve not opposed theno Not th.at I had_ aå,y doubt rabo¡¡t

the suSerioråty in every rnaite3, wh¿rtsceyer of

anc'¡ent ¿l.rr:angements* a..d Ì;he u¡desirai¡ilit¡r of erery-

cha:rge" Bui I did. no'o wish, by exaggeratecl regard fæ
antique usage¡ to shor¿ tco higli &n opinion of ray

o-!qÏ¡ pzofession, the l-alÈ'o " o . o

çån ex*consul_ has been detiberateJ_y murd.ered hy a

sla¡re Ín hfs owjâ honeo lrÏone of his feLl oæ*sl_aves Þ?o*

vented o? bo-tra}red. the mu?clerero. ". ¿ExempÈ thee from the

penalty if yciil likeo Eut the:ru if the cit.v;prefect was

not Í-mportant enough to be Írnmune, wìro will be? rilho

t¡i1l b.ave enougìa slaves ì:o p:,otect hin if FÞdaniusr four

hundred were too few?*o6,èõ

^r37^

r0r Fras the essassin avenging a næong? lso:: that is
one shamsfqsr fabrlcatioa* Tell- us next .bhat the sLave

bad been aegotla$ing e&ouÈ his pe.trimoay¿ oï he had

lost sorne ancestre*r propertyt ?Je had. better cal_i_ it
justifiable homicicle siraight p:rrâ¡r (Ag5i 

"
I

o o o n o uÐo you bel-ieve th.et a slar¡e oe.c. her¡e pJ.a.nned

to kå]i- hls nnasier wiåhout l-ei;ting faLl a single rasb

or meaaei.ng word? 0To " o " " could he have passed. the watch*

opened. the bedroon door, camied in a ligirtu and cofi.*

mitted. the rm:rder, wl thout aoyone knowlng? There are many

aqvance aotificatíons of erimes" If sLaves give tb.em

e.I{ay¡ rre e€il live securelyn thougþ one aûlong ma:rys

beeeuse of tireir inseeurit¡r i or¡ if we rnust dåe, ïve

eæI at least be sure *o" guiiw wilr be p*nished.*



t o. u , oNowa.d.ays our huge households are ínter-

national€ Trey inelud.e every al-ien religion or none

et al1. The onl-y çay to keep dov¡n thi,s scuÍI is by

intimld,ationo.. o o s s t296),

The arÌ¡iirer c¡f Tacltus has to be honest and afuiit

th.aè this i.n Teallty is TacÍtrls hinself speakingi cassius

iå m€re]y håe nroui;hp!.ece* The conserva'bisrn irnplicit in
the first paragreph enphasises this faeto The jristorÍaa seems

fo be tryi.ng desperatery þo eonviace himself of the justice

of such sn atrocious rne{Íjsqcrea f t is in roality he who

is the conser-rative larr-r¡er"* who Ín his esteem for hf s ow¡l

petty digoity and- seeurity, d.elibera.tely withdraws from a:r.

atif.tude oî elementery hr.uranåty.

-1?,q*



GOVffii\TEIfT Á,1$Ð LATÈT

T * THE PRTNOIPAÎE

en importanb dístinetion existerl ín tbe rnínil' of Tacítus

be'bn¡een the poi{eï of autocracy and ibe povier of i:he laws " This

is the first and the most fi-mdanental faet, to be establishec

before treating his eoncepì:s of governnent" etminul ii:ra, quotiens

g]-lscat potestas, nee utendt¡m imperio ubi Legibus ag$ possitt¡,

says Tiberius (f) in an afmost u.nrvranslatable sentence, i+arning

ti:e senate that the aceeptance by hirnself of asy fwfher

polrors r,rou-ld be rnost detrimentel to the s'bate" That Tacitus

hirnself approve,s of this sentimenÈ is made elear by the uord^s

immerllateJ-y followingz

!îThose constítutional sentírnents ïtere welcome, the more

so sinee they wera not charac'berlstj-c of Tlberiusr!,

This differeatíatÍon bet-yreen aut,ocratic power and the po!¡er of

Èhe Lar,,¡-courts is made by Tacitus ín his brief bu-b illuminaüing

sumrary of "i:he onigins of latru

r¡Some cor¡nuniti.esrt he sÈatas (Z) tt.,, "elthetr ímmediately

(i"eu at theír i-neeptions) or when autoerati-c goverrulenb

pa1le,1

largl* ,

1o hfu, thenu lau þtas not uhaè is enactod by a monareh or a

despctu but Ís a code evolvod frcxi eonsultati.ou betrr¡eeri me¡1

d.rrly autlrorÍsed to fotmu-late what raust and r"¡hat mus-b not be

done in the interests of socie-l order by the ci+,izen bocìy" Aaw

and autocracy ere to Tacitus essenùiall-¡' contradic'bory t,enns"

lhe fact that ire bimself was one of 'r,hos;o sel eci ir'dividuals

upon r+hrær, if nat the forr:''rLatíng, at, least th:e app^1-åcation of

(Êos'b$a.n resum pertaqeun) preferred the xrrle of



the lar,l wås eni;rirsted is sut'e-L;r no coíncidence" À11 men are

sel-fish to sone degree or other, and. Taciþus r"tas no exception.

He wa.s þappy v¡hen he and his peers ldere free io enjo¡' the

mod-e of l1fe tbey sought; he ues dorsneast i+hen their j-c:.ierests

Tíere threatened, And autocraey - under i,¡tratcver èåÈ}e åt rnanffesi;ed

itself, and bcu'ever hmlanely it kras eord.uetod' ee rtaínly in-

volved the denie.l of the 1íberties his class neeCed. Tt hl€ì.se

by Tacitus t oi,n1 reasonång a.nd according to tho prj.neiples of

govermnent impl1cåt Ln the whole of his work, &n arrogation

t,o hj¡rself by oïle raan of r'¡haà oug!:t i-n reality to reside j.n

the hands of a body of nlons Consequently it is t^tith greve

eoncerri and an ever-prtrsent mood of possimisr. that he r:ncLert'e"kes

èe¡ d.eseribe in the.&n:nals the evolution of the Principate"

To Èhe aneients there were three distine'o mettLodsl of

gover.nrnei:bu and- laeif,us fcll.oi'¡s Cicero ín cítíng lihem ag

demoeraey, oligarchy and al¡boeraey t¡). .&" nijxture of the t'hree

j.s eesier tc, applaud than tc, aehienee and uihen achievødu he

contenits * thinking of the ol"d republican eonstitution - its

abil.ity to exist for any great length of ì;ime is most irrtprobabS-e.

His idoal, thon, ii; appeers - an idea-1- that can ba attaåned"

bur) not maintained - is an allo¡r of these t'hree ingredieni;s"

TÈ requires little imagination to raaliseu in the absence of th'is

åmpossible ideal, whíeb of the three altarnatives Tacitus woule1

profer. Aulboerae¡u f 5 the nega''r,ion of 3-ar+, and +'YLe l-ar+ ua'ø

very much one of his preoeerf,patíons" And the writsr of ec¡untless

sneetÉl (4) a',; the less fortunate socie-l classes could hardly- be

expected to advocate their usurpation of go\rerrmentsl power+



The im.portancs that Tacitus attaclies to th.e deliberation in

the Senate upon issues of national i.nportance, the execution of

justÍ"ee by those appointed to the task lçithout fear of frust-

ration - !n a nordu the fu11;' øperation of aLl Èhe maehircry of

republÍean gorterrunent may easllyr escape notiee" The functioning

of tl:i-s maehi.nery ís so mueir a.bserrt, frorr the histc¡r:ical perlcdn

he deseribos that his impl-ied alterna.tivs is a].l but eoncealed

by his eontempt for the syeophaarey of the $enate' His argument

is tlrat power eor"r"upts; nobody¡ ßo matter hor.¡ raell- meaning, can

assuIlne sole authority and' hope neasonabl¡r to see evêry aspect' cf

the r"rhole picture, let al-one aår,ríni"ster equita.bl-,t" to a.ll sec'bions

of the corarcwrity" Tndee,d even sone virtues provoke hatred * for

ir:.stance unbencLång strietness and åneorruptibiiity (ù 
"

ItÏhat, is vhytt says orle of his fer'¡ fav-or¡råte chare-eiters

the Stoic Thrasea Pae'busu t¡ou$ officåa1s usually starb well,

and end. baCl¡rtr (6) *

ftcperienee of pr-rbli.e affairs oan offse+" this diffåeuJ.ty to sÕme

exbent, though never eoalpleteJ-¡'; t'hat is why the reigns of

Caligula and Nerc were bourrd to fail,. doomed before they began"

t¡If Tiberius t¡åth al-1 his experienes has been tre.ns-

formed. and deranged by absol.ute powetrrt says T.,ucius Arruntir:s (?)

shcrtl;r þefore the d.eath of that emperore tBwll"l- Gaius do

better?¡!

"A.utoeraey was banefül not only' to those '**Ï¡ose nisfortune ít

Þras to suffer it, but' also to ttre tyrant himself "

t?Fiow tnrl¡"rr writes Taeíèus (S) ¡tthe r.¡isest of men

[tt at Ls, $oerates] used tc assert that the souls of d.espotsu

if revealed" i,¡oultl shor,¡ wounds a¡rd. nrutilei;ions - çeals left

*'r /.1 *



on the spirít lilce J¿sh-narks on the bocly by eruelèy, lust

and male@olence. Nei'bher TiberÍusç autocrae¡'nor his íeblafion

e or¡-1d sa.ve hjrû. fuom ec¡nfessing t'he ínternal torments l¡hi'eil

lder€ hís retributiontr' (g)

Taeltus then lJas well a'rJare of the pafut suffered by tbe

trrant, a8 a. result of bís own rui-e " He must havo v"isualisecr

thisagthepricettÞttyrantswer8willingtopayforthe
gratification of sorle desj-re, l^lhat this deslre isu if 1t 11te3'@

not self*evldentu is explairred in another of laei-tus f habi't'¡al

digressions I

ûT,ove of powerr! he states (fO), Iti-s an aneient a:rd

ind.eed an inborn passion of the huma.n mind; it brolce forth

in fu-1l d.evolopment with the greatness of our Ernpirelf "

apart frmn the fact that tbe qr:ality of the rÎ¡le of 8.n

autoerat tends to deterioratCI, there l'fa.s another very good' reeson

foc" TacitusI affec'blon for the republic system of government" Ït

has bscn geen hcr,s his Lor"s for lai^l as an Ínstrarte¡nt of rule

wå.s born of bis briLl-i a.nee and suecess in the legat pro$ession' (1t)

He was also a. polit5.eÍan, and hís ore.tery, besides being used

in pl-eading causes ín tr-itigaiiion wâ.s employed in tbe senate wben-

ever political exigeneies permitted or demanded on stricè1y

governmental matters" But only under a Ropublica.n system of

goverrunent eould the political o¡e.tcr attain to trr¡e greatnesso

Just as Ín battle the stíord. ís the only neans of suecesse se

in debat,e there is a. eomespond.ång need for the ability to wíel-d-

words; and as in & perícd. of peeee the soldier is of lítt'le

advanta.ge to the eønmunityp 3o in tj:nes of peaee * peaee in the

*1t.?*



sens€ of absenco of political dåscord tlre brlllie.nt, and self*

assertlve ora-tor is & need.l-ess ornament ín tl:e possession of *uhe

etate" fndeed. &n i.nterestitig paralleJ" is afforded botween tt¡e

nisc!:fef i:haè is engerderod ån the bareaeks r.¡hen the sol-diers

he.ve no trulg militar¡' busfuiegs tc eoneern them (]:Z) and. the

misehíef ln ths shåpe of shameless flattery and. unjust accusations

+,bÐ.þ affl.Íets Èhe Senators r*hen they are mad* s{mifs'}y in-
operatlve l¡r time sf autocraey. ÎÌre neeessity for subservienee to

one overrr-f'ång person wí11. ah+ays occasion sycophaney and flatter¡";

anC. this spirit of senrility in its turn rerûrvos the opporÈurrièy

of indulgfng år¡. constructi.ve debate r'¡bi.ch ås so neeessary to one

sueh as Taeltus wlth hís oratorieal gifts and eonc@rn for
politlcal ad.vancement, The Se¡:ate r¡ra.s of eourse kept alive

end. more@ver played an important part in èhe 1ífe and aùninistretåcn

of ths Empíre dur!"ng the bet'ber parè of riberius 1 noígn; but,

upon the deterioratJ.on of that ruJ"er, íts rlebs.tes l-osÈ mueh of

Èheir mcment sinee the matters r+hj.eh es.me up for its attenÈ1on

Èended to be more and. mopô of, eô insignlfleant nature" If these

mattec's happened. to b€ of scrûe g-reat sígnifieanee there r"rr?,s no

liberÈy of d^tsagreeS.ng', i¡-ath the emperoÍ. (13) " sycophancyu to

Tacåtus l-rs.s a øtate of a.bJection; but ft implied aore than a

mere spírit of subordlnatÍon ad dependenee on Èhe part of tbe

meri eoneernedu with aLI the politíaal steriliÈy that tbís state

of affairs invorved" Tt meant èhat there rras no room for

eloquence and skLll. ån debate; no opportu.nity' to siday ard re-

mould monîs opinions for the simple reÊ,sor¡ that Èhe¡"e 'dere no
€p¡nionS

independent ra frcna which and to l'¡hieh theF could bê cc,nvertedo

gt meant that Taeitu-s and men of hås ealibre t'era wle"ble ào



use ttrei:' greatest faeulèies é the cnl-y real produci of their

el-aborate edi-leat'ion and traíning'
t¡We [1,e , the ,Seriate] ¡¡ he says in his prefaee to Þrås

iife of ê,grfeola (f+) u ¡tshculd have lost ou,r meruoriee as

t'iel-l. as our voieeg if ít wetre as eesy to forget a.s.t,o

keep sLl"eneete o

speakfng of the d.ark years l¡efore the Fri-nelpate of Nerva,

The tregody t'hat S'ook plaee during tlee dark reÍgns of the

first eentury A"D. f s ironicall-y enha.nced. by the nature of the

spirit of Íûane arrd the iner¡ítable ws"y in iohi.ch he hopes for

better things to ecûeo A resurgence of spirits cones at the

dai^rn of & nekr &8e¡ and all Èhaè has l¡een suffered. drreir:g the

period of waåting is quiektr-y forgctten, ïnstee-d of permíÈ-bíng

them quletly to slnk to the hoiton, menls cl¡ara.e tærs actod

durJ.ng the gloomy yeers of Domitianls reign as & sort of

3"ífebo1&, r,¡hieh compell-ed ihera almost aga.insù theår wills èo

fl-oat on a 'burbulent surfaceo subjec'b Èo the cnslaugh'î; of l.¡hat-

ever $raees è3æanny migiri sr,lamp them iqith aÈ s.ny tlme* the storn

die d ui.th Domi'bían; the hope i;he.t by burning the b*c¡ks of

Iead.íng stoics the voieo of the Romnn people, the f,reedam of the

Senate and. the conscience of ai-l nankírvi migirt once and for atI.

b€ sileneed and proved an illusion in Èhe mind.s of Èk¡a aediles

coneerned."

-'l t. Ì^

begi.n

Obher

but are

lrltTow at lasÈrr urítes Tacltr¡.s urdez" Trajan seou'rr spjlÈlts

to re¡råvetr (15) .

unhe.ppy eonsequenees of autoeracy are of less importanee

non@ Èhe less irksome" One sueh resul-t Has the loss tha.è



the great aristocratie families sustained by \úÐ-y of casue.lties,

ln tß A"D" in ord.er to conreet this stata of affains to som@

extont

r¡Claud.luso...wlevated. Senators of partlcuJ"arly longstand.S.ng

and illustr$ous birèh Èo pat*iclan ranku wïrfeh f6'*' sr.rvíving

familfes possessed," n o, "Er¡ea th€ fan-ilíee whíeh the dletator

Caesar and S.ugustus prornob'ed.. " o'rülder the Oassi-an and Saeniæs

l-aws respeeùi-veLyu ard díed out" This ae'cåon vas wel-comed as

beneficie:-, and the imperial censor er:joyed perfoi:roing itrt (frr),

Anothe:: eonsequence LIas the d.oep hr¡;niliatåon ivb.feh ihese ancl other

arísi;ocvatj-c fa¡aiLies uere compelled to suffer during the aseendancy

of the f\"eedme:r (1?), Tacir,us not,es '.¡ith thankfr¿-lneso thaÈ Tiborir:.s

duoing hÍs bsbrier poriocl ari'angod matters so that ttbåe slar¡es werle

unobtrusS.veu and hls househo.!-d r,raÉ lfuri'bed to a. fe,,¡ @x-sla¡/erir!" (fS)

1-a.teru hr:-,*everu there rras &. different sto-ry to Èell-" Vioit,ors to
campanla hcping 'oo soe Tiberius during his so3-f-lrnposod exile
reendurecL day ar¡1 nlght the patrono.ge and self-imporüance of Ïris

doorlieepersit (fg); and lrfareus ler,sntiusu uhose sr¡cíal status was

on-ì-¡r that of a knightr 'vra.s infr:ris.Èed by èhe eondescending airs

of the doorkeepers no less than wera meubers of the Senatorial

order' Bold.1y dafanding hls fråend.ship r.¡ith the noèorlous Se janrrs

i^¡hose evlL i nfllueiree upcn Tiberåus rdas responsÍblo fcr maq¡ of Èhe

a'brocfbles thaè l¡ere heaped upon Rome tor¡ards ths etrd of the l"ife

of that emperor (ZO), Terani;ius said,,

ilThink, Senators, not of Sejanust last da¡', but the

previous sixt'een yeas'so l¡Io yevr¿yad evÊt1 Sa-brius Sec-anrjus and,

Pomponlus (er) " rdþ thought it graïd even lf sejanus ex-sla"¿€;t

a'nd doorkeepers knei.¡ ifser (Ze) 
"



In principle, then, it appeavs that Tacitus advoaaùee &î

cl-igareh¡" aÊ the tæst, of, i;he threc¡ altornatíve forras of governner:t

(Zl) I a combinati-on of the three fornrsu though desirebl-e, is in

reality impossibi-e to achievee T"{ho â.re the m€n h¡e uor¿ld elass as

thos suital¡-']-e for assirûing the role of oligo.rchs, åd whai

qualifieations does he expoot thei¡ to possess? There c&n be no

d.oubt tha'b the Sene.'l,orial order ís tc him ti:e obr¡ious rulirrg

easte, Sel-au.cia, an eastern naticn that had notu accord.l-ng Èo

Taeitus, r¡decayed. into barbarisr¿rr had a Senate nrx,bering threo

hund.red, se,1-ecÈed for ruealth otr intelllgence (Zü , ln Tíberius r

þfber period he showed eialigirtsnail poliey in his conferrnenÈ of

offl-ce, fo:r ühe took inèo aceount birtihu military dÍstinctj-on and

civill-an eminences (25) " In explanation Taeitus night have added

that sines an oppOrtunåty of attaining distj-nction ín either

military or elvíl- spheres nor"natr1y d.emanded bir-bh ån one or

ethor of the inore disiinguished. - thÐ.t is, otlr] of the uealthier -
familåes of Ronaeu a m&nr s bir'ch, a"nd eonsoquen'bl-y liås hereditary

wealth, was in realiÈy the onl-y governing fact,or"

There weTa propert¡r qua.lifieations attached to menbership of the

equestrian and, seira'i:'orial orders, In the case of the senatorial

ordoru f,he property st-i-puLated lras establ-j_sired by /å.r:gusèus as

earS-y as 13 B"C" at one million seste:rces (ZA¡ " Te.ej-tus hirnsalf,

no d.oubi¡ L weal-thy må,n and. whc could ea.sily quali{y on thie

score alearly end.o::ses tire princi.ple that to bæ a menber of the

governi ng cl-ass requfres the u;ohol-åing of one e s dignityu and. Èhat

tbis dignity coul.cl be upheld on'l-y by ths possossion of a.

speeåfied amoun'L of proporty" i,Ihen the ex-preeÈor Prope::tåus Cel-er

ablced for learre to re,sign fbom tbe sonate on the grounds of
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por¡ertye Tiberiusu find.ing that iris 1ac]ç of means wa.s not due

to ex'Lrs.vage.nee on hås o'.Jtl parùu 'out r,Ja.s ínirerj.tad. by him,

presented. Celer i¡iti: a miltion gesterces {"Zl) " Sfunilarly

Augustrts is reeounted as having gívon ùo Hortalus, the grandson

of the oratt:r Hortansius tìre sa¡ßê sun èo ons-úre the súrvi'raL of

that most distinguisi:ed famil-y (eg) " In descríbíng the rel-uc'bance

wiih i'¡hieh Tiberius assured B. eontir¡uanee of the survival- of

thts panticu-1-ar famL1y tzç), Tacitus is elearly of ihe opinion

that ur¡Íer tho eircumstances Tiberiu-s ought to havø been less

relue+"ent to at.Len<l to whaÈ was a natter of duty. The emperorts

e.'çressåon of unr+illíngness to help, he Eays

Itt¡as appla'r:rloel by those r,¡i:o habi-tually applaud. e¡ûpero¡'se

nighè or lrronge Bi.rb the maJority receir¡ed åt ín silenee

or i+ith suppressed mutterst! n

"å.lthrougb 8cCIe000 se,sterees were given - 200e000 seste:"ces to

eaeir of Ho::ialus t s four sonse tl:e holrse r of, the Hor"te¡rsÍl

continued to sink in'F"o abjeet destitutíon" trBu'btr adds Taeitus

regretf\ri-ly lrTfbrius shor.¡ed tÈ no further pfèytt (¡O),

The pre-eminence of the senate in hÍs ideat of the best

practical eonsÈiirltion possi&le does noè Ín Taeitus,r mind exctrude

the funetS.oníng of the Tribunata" Ì^kat trad ben enolr¡ed by hås

ancesÈors eoul-d no-b be intrinsically '¡rrong, ancl after al-l- Èhe

lribuna',,e dat+c baclc to the regal perioÌ. He f s well aware too

thaÈ eaeh seetion cf asty eommrrnlt¡r mus'b have set over theni those

t+ho cen ur¿derstand., andu in the cess of the plebeiar-s, Tacitrrs

l.¡ould addu control them" He seeag to Look bactrc to a perløJ. in
Rone 8s repubiiean his'b'ory as an ideal ere v¡hen the Se¡ute ï¡as ín
the aseende.nt, and yet ihe cor:tasts bet,.¡een the rordines r rnrere



able to eontínu-e; perhaps he r,¡ould have regard.ed. as Romeîs

greatest a.ge the pariol bet'+een the end of the seeond FunÍc

l,rar and the advent of the Graceban agitations" One cen appreci-aie

hís judgemat coneerning the staÈe of Rorne d'rriy€ the lasi, yêars

of the Republíe; the eond-itions that the you'âg 0e-bavi.an i.nheriÈeå

are painilerl in gnln colours in Èhe prologue to the accou¡rès of

the Princlpar,e (¡f) " Deøperate remedies were needed aþ this stage

in the history of Røne* bub perhaps in lacåtirs r v-ì 3i+ not sÐ

desperate aÉ the íntrodr:etion of what in faetu r¡hatever it rnight

be namedu l.ras an autocratj-a reglme; thls c'¿r'e was to ùhe

hisi,orian far l^rorse Èhan èhe dåsease, a:rd in finding a means

of seeuring peacê Octavj-an had found al-so a neans of securing

the enslevement of the whole of Rome and þer possessions (32) 
"

But the gift of peaee itself was not enough" By giving

pease tc Romee Åugustr:g attrac-bed everybodyl s goodr+íll-; t¡he

se.Luced the e.rlÌßy wÍth bonusesu cheap eorn he usad as a

su-ccessfrrl baít for eivilíq.ns" tn), l^¡hqt then d.oes Ta.eitus rao¡:ire

of an emperor - or of arr¡ regÍme Èhat is at atrL satisfa.etory

for Èhat matber - bosides actual freedcm froin milièary varfa.re?

He himseLf ha.s lmplled the ansi..rer a few llnes before hls d.es*

cri-ption of thes'a eaj olemon+"s: he 'nra.nts f?eedom fbom ùhe oecesions

of the greatest viee of the ee.r3-y Empire - of insincere flarÈoryn

of the desíro to obË,ain persona3- advancement through f,ai.ining r;pon

the au'bocrat affer abardoning all e1a1¡rs Èo self-respect, and

honesty {Zl*).

This is noÈ Ð. rebellion against au'bhority as s':ch, oa the

part of Tacitus; anarehy ís to hin no solutl-on. Authorlty of some

kind he would eoirsidar a våtal necessity to trhe state íf only
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because of the i-rr"esponsibil-lty of the urba.n popu-lation {ls},
ït ís j.n fae'r a plea on behalf of men of hj.s þ',vn ste.ti c,n in
l.ifo - men who might ree.scnabl;;- hopo -bo obi;aírr eminence in a

political oalîoer ',¡he::-e ad-r¡aneenont clopeilled noi upon what orågf na.l

¡retl:od.s of flati,ery of an overloc"cl eoulcl be døÈisecl OAl but

upon genifuíne 1rnor..'1edge of men a.ncl legar procedtrre, Tacii;us

sheds no tears over the fortunes of the poôr eitizens; indeec

they lreT'e often ti:e gainors ín an autocratic regime r,¡hen a Noro

for insta.nce aseenclect the Èhrone, promised and implenrented his

promise$ to seeurg boiter al-l-rou:td. adnr.i nistration tll) ; nÌoreo\rÊr

i;he popul-ar forrns of, enteriai¡Lr,rents cf ro'hieh Taeítus speaks l+ítir

conbempt (¡s) r.Iere growing in impor'ua.nce and ín fo1-J or*ing

ihyougþout' the perioiï of whieh he ís i.rriþi.ng" He d.oes not

revoal himself espeeial-l"y a.nxiou-s to fniprove tire lot of humT;ler

menkier,$ of tÌ:.e groe.t houseltoldsu Èhe moro respcnsibl-e ancl deserving

slaves and froedmen, for low bíÈth in ih.ie oyes of the snobbj-sl¿

09) TacíÌ;us ccnsÈitu-tes an insuperable bai.rier to his understand.Ír:,g

ancl ecrncern" His orfy ar,xie'l,ies are on beh¡alf of bis fellor+s

amongst the tsOptirnatesr¡u the nobles for i.rhcse d.ifficirltåes àhe

on].y solution at' f,he pr"osent ¡nomenè i{a.s sychophanc¡, to,,¡arrl.e the

neígning monarch. or at Þee& a discreet sí1ence] ir:deed he ad¡oits

rhs,-t he hinself sa-nk to the humiliatíng cepths of this latter
cortrse durÍng the rule of Domitian (40). lf the abilities of
men of his class eoul.d not ire expended through their proper

channel.sp life was ha.rldy i+orL,h the living; ihe only consolation

l,ras tha-b emperors l",,ere not immortaJ-, and a. successor night mean

a ehange for the better" ItKings have to be end.ured hoç,ever Èhey

aree sínce continual clxLnges aro d.esirabl-e, a-re i.¡ord.s plit into



Èhe mou'bh. of Claudiuse and strietly their context reLates not to

Rome but Farthia"; yet they are eloquent of Taeitusî general

attitude towards monarchy (¡*f) " Unfor"-bunately no natter how w*i-l--

intentioned ancl successful might be Èhe begínning of hís reignu

the emperor almost inr¡aria.bl)r became the rnore oppresslve to his

subJeeì;s as the intoxi-e r¡tion of sole polder corrupted. hirí1, Al-though

the co¡t¡tent is made that t¡our officials usually start r"¡ell- and

end badlv$ t¿Ð the referense is to ti:e el_ectod. , magistre,tes

rather" than to emperos's " Tet .bhe sèeady deteriora.iíon of the

rei-gns of liberius and Nero is a. phenønenon of ubieir Tacitus is

clearl-¡r g.r,'lârs e

This ís +,he themo r"¡hich recurs, vari ously embroidered u.pone

thrcughout the historieal r.¡ortrr of lacitus" Tt speaks ruel-l fsr his

absorbing style and unfaillng human interesè that ho never bocomes

monot'onous or evÐn notieea.bl;r repetítivo" ÞJthoughu as has Tnen

mentícnedu ho adrroeatos a pclicy of i+aitiirg agrd- h-oping d.uring

tjmes of opp'r"essi-r"e ruJ-e, his attitucle t,c',¡a.rds the prineipate

general3.¡r is paradoxically one of pessimism" ilaving accopted. the

Principate as èhe inovita.ble circÍce thrusi, rfpon Rca¡re he makes

no atternpt, to suggest a practical uorking a]-terneiirre " There seerns

to bs a stoic doggedness in trås aecepia.nce of the status quo á

a-lthough -v¡hether hts spfrii of resignai,iorr r:ncler. Èhe niLo of

DanitJ-a"n, for instance, l,¡a.s so comple'ùe as i;ho rosigna-tlon lhæE

he a.clvocates in retrospect should be adopted. durJ"ng such oppressive

iyrannies Taey fairl.;' be doubted "

The mos'', CosirabLe forrn of

to Tacitus the least possibtre

governnent, it has been noted., is

a reÈuc'n Èo ihe old Republican



goverrlnento øhÍch r.{as i¡ fact something of the ec,npromise botr-een

the three types of r"r:le - monarchy, oliganchy and, democre.cy

of l+hich Tacitus slreeks; a-nd he does not deslre the republì e of

the days of i;he last century B.c"'rith íts private armies a.nd,

proserip'bion lists, but' of an ear].ier period ruhen the offfces

of state real3-y meårrt whai +,hey purporùed to meât1. He infers the

inevitabil-åty of the ccntinuance of 'bhe Principate ',¡hen ire

deridos i+hat he cLaims to be a hypocrí1,iea] reluc{:ance to rule

on the pa.rt of Tíberius (¿a) " i{e is far from saying on the

other hand. Èhe.t' 'vhs st¡ate of the Republlc which Augustus so

adroi.ttr-¡' anrL delLcatel";r tnansformed Lnto -bhe Principa'be was &û

be perpetue.tec or ts be soughå again; for Rome to succeed as

an lmperial power the ',¡hole systøm of aùrninlstration of i;he

provinees desperatel;,r nee,-led revi.si.cn (U) u and. indeed ih,e many

bloody. ''.'tra.rs that' wer€ fought before 'bheln cu.lmination at J\etåu.nu

the resul.È of ell of v¡hieh l.ias the dearih of bo]d and enter-

prfsi-ng spiriÈs of which Tacitus eomplains (+il in.stead of adding

te the glony of Rome (¿e) were merely & drain on her blocfl_"

strabo (¿z) adds hls r,¡itness Èo the faei¡ that it worrld require

e repr-iblican fanaticÍsm bordoríng upon 3-une.cy to seek an escape

frorn the fiæe by r,ríshÍng to returi:: to thâ.t partieular fr¡"íng*pa.n"

Onee the Reputrtr-i.c idas deacl the passage of time ensure¿ l!øt"
i-t ceased. to be sighed for as it receced from memorlr. so,

Tacitus rela.tesu aL the tine of the doath of Augustus there r1Ð.s

practicalS.y nobody r*ho he"d elrer seen trul.y Republican governmont (1,9) 
"

The countr¡;' had been transforrned, and iihere \das notbtng. lefte ha

adds slgnifíoantl-yr of the fine oLd. Roman eheracten* This idotr-isíng

of the fineæ qualities of the olc republiean nobiliÈy is a trait:
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in 
"thåeh¡ 

more t'han any othern he shoiçs the greatest consisêoncyo

lå11 eyese he ad-cls, v¡atched for imperlal con¡nands " êi eontinuanee of

the Principato urder these eirelrastances lras of eorr.rse inevitabla"

Hor.¡ far ?acitus lays the blame for tleis lrreuoeable sentenee eCI

mona-rehieal ruf-e u-pon the d.ead founcer of the system ean be in*

ierred Èo some extant fþo,n the opposing views upon -tugustus ,"¡hiet¿

he gives in his usu¿.1- antíthetic fotrmo Th.e questíon nolr l,ras not,

so much 'n¡hetherbhere wouLd be a. su.eeessor to Jrugustus as who

the suedessog' luoul"d be o Tacitus plain-l¡" puts forr.+ard 'Lhe Antj.*

.êiugusÈan argunents r¡íth greater velremenco i;han the argr.rnent,s of

hls supportersg (+q) E and it has already been remarked in the

mind- of racit'r:s, .å,ugustus had dorre rflûTe da,mage to ttre welfare of

-1 514 -

Ro¡'re tha.n r.rhat the mere gift of

strife eou].d- effeci. Tn ad.dítion

of Augustust supporters by puttång ínto their mouths a most

eurio'-l.s staiement"

?rAug-ustus iÐd p'út the s-bate in orcLerr! he makes -bhe¡n say !!noÈ

by making hí¡rself kång or dic'bator but, by ereatlng the PrincÍpatett

(50) " That 'bhis ïIas so in theory Tacåt'us rorould certainl¡' noù

have der:1ec - Í.qgu.stus had been most earefi:l to avoid. any îe-
sembla-nee to &rr absolute nror.ø.rchy except in respeet of hi-s absolute

power, a"nd the titles of officials remained the same throughout, his

ontire reÍgn, 
"¡hlek¿ 

was ind.oed the case even after a nr¡nber of

years of Tiberiusr Principa.te håd el.apsed (lf¡, Eut in practico

and it ís the praetical outcorne that laeitus ås correerned wi-ih,

fcr he is Ì1o poliiical theorisÈu the final ::esu!-t 1,{as very much

'the sane as a moria.retry or a dictatorship" To in'',erpret the

quotation given above 1n èhis ways +"ha.t is as en ironical

he

perioá. of respite of eivil
r.¡recks 'Lhe i,¡hole of the e&se



self-eondomnation by Èhose who \{ere d-isposed. to'.^iards arguing on

Augustus r hehalf e seems mueh easier 1,Jl:r.n the alterna.tirc suggested

by Fourneaux ín hís discussion of the quotaiion; Foarnea.r:x sl¿pposes

that there r,fas an anbiguity pnesent in Taci-bus r mj-nd between the

ti'io entirely different appell.ations of tpJirgglE t and. lprincsps

s*"""3s1'' rn this debate, it is interestírrg to recall the içord.s

of Tacitus;

te ftne tribune ts author"ityJ r,¡as a designatiorr of suprejrrâey

inrrentod by .å.ugustus, t'¡h.o hs.d wanted sûme title othe¡:.;t,*r,!ran

iking? or 8díatatort r'¡hlch i+olrld place hi¡: above other

officj.alsr, {52¡,

Fourreaux r¡ou.ld. mako th.ås impl;' thåt, there vas therefore nc suci,r

tít1e a.s Epri-lge.pp t except, åna.smuch as Augustils had tbe privitege
cf belng sqnewhaÈ honoured in the senate !prineeps ser:atusro

-1 4)-

Tacit'us meanse ho-..xeveru the.t the tribr¡ne rs polJer i^ras a, clåvLee

whieh enabled the enperor to overrule any rj_val senatorj.al

legislaÈion by means of hís tribirnees veto.
rrThe r¿hole polnt of autocracyts re¡pe.rks Sallustius Crispus

to liberíus aþ èhe time of hfs accession mís that the

accounts ví11. not ecrûe right unlsss the nrler is Èheir only

audítortt (¡Ð:'

he meant of cotlTse that for an auÈocret to be at sl-l effeetíve

he alone nust, bê responsÍbIe for all that happens i+åtåån the

s6etee and èhat nothing shorrld occun r.dthout h:is fcre-knoi,r1e,3ge and

approval-" Tiris eomlen-b indicates ths.t it '^ras autoeracy to r¿hieh

sall-us',,iug ad his fel-l-o'¿¡-seirators wei'a aeeusÈomed. Tf, &s åhe

erri.dence eertainl-y lndLeaLe,g, Augustuø ann his course cf treai;raenÈ

8or the meladiss of the Ronen r,rorl-d. falled Èo meet r¡i.bh TaeiÈus r

appro'ratr-, there is onee again an s.rúioyífg ¿ie;-,3|iciiness on Èhe ¡rar&



of tire hisèorían: once again he malees no suggestiori of rrha-b

migi:t !øve been & praeti-eal al-ternåtíve when Augustus died anc1

Tibsrius seemad 'to hesj-t*ate before beginníng hio reigno One eån

onl;' infer that Taci'Lus be-]-j.e"'¡ed B. na.'br:ratr recoves"y of the

Repub-l-ie hari- bosn a real possibitr-ity - i:hough no rnention is

ma.de cf hcw thls recov€ry might harre been affected - befo::e i.t

1,Ii'rs finally esadi eated" b',r "l.ugustus, And thís ,¡cr¿l-C be consistenÐ

iuith his opiimistic at-bj-tuds of r.¡hích menì;j-cn has already bee:r

mad.e o

Sallusti-us tri spus 3 appalling syer:phancy wes shareå at the tj-¡ne

'oy all the other me¡aÌ::r.s of the Senate; fo:: 'r,irey along v¡ith al1

mene wba'bs"¡e:' i"heir stat"i-on 1n lifeu þeoane abjecrS-y serrrdLe ín

propori;iotr 'üo theic' imporianee" -&-ugr:s'bus3 tç:.c'b and., periraps to sotne

exteniu t'he lolrg decli-ne in ihe s'baùa of his irealth had re.nclered

such Ð-T1 atiitr¿de -d:'ßæce.ssery or undesirabie durång his lifeiirne;

but r+hen m€n i^¡ere eonfron.berl r;íth o'ne trçnor.nr to ba incline.c.

toua:'ds e.rrcgance and. crue3-$r, diffidet:ce and., most of d1, in-

scrutabilityr ancl furbirezmore one i.rho r/ras 1iÌ;era1ly bou¡:d 'bo beeome

their ru-1eru it was a" very d.ifferent stor¡r, It ï¡s.s every man ior
himse3-fo and. to the exteirÈ he made hÍmself agreeable to Tiberii:s

coiúd. his fì¡buz.e advancemsnt bs expected.uo progre,sso

fn disperaging +"he moti'¡es of ,Augustus, Taeii;r:s musÈ s,:oretl.y Ìlave

admi-red. the discreet lray in '¿híeh avoidlng nei.¡ honours and enpt¡r

titles he had seeured his position againsr rebellion frsm Éi.Ì.¡ sirla

L¡+) " j

The progress of the Frineipate anC its ascenda.nc¡ cver the

Senate d.er¡e-l ops gradually ot1 this iopic frorn page i;o p¿.ge Þ Àt fireii
the .sitr:aèåcn is more amu,sång than 'i:ragie; the reign of riberius

opells i+ith a flurry cf senato::iaI flattery cluråag i.¡hieb there is



hesítation on the emperor 1s part reaL or amsimed.u aJ thougb

Taei-tus is convi-neerl that it is assr¡ne,C - to asco¡rd the ihz'one,

thl-s apparent re.l-ucÈa.nee of ribe::iusu and. 'bhe evid.eni desii'e on

the part o-f Èhe Seirate l;hat lie shor:-l-d. cease to refusrl¡ girres

rise to a sequeltee of ríCi culoug i,¡ooi ng scenes ivh.ieh Taeitus

recounfs j-n Ð" manner tha"b leaves his conÈempi fo:: the vhole

businoss ín littLe d.oubt" The a.bsurdii;¡, of the siiiæ_tion ís ee*

shrined ia the sÈory of ÍiaLeï'ius @ a story ',¡hich mocks both

the se¡ra be I s flat+"ei'ies and rÍborius 3 sr:spícioils natu:'e {tf} "

rrllshíng to apol-ogise for & pre,riou-s offeneee Hatori us l.¡ent to èhe

pa1-aco and grovel-1ed a'b the feeè of the ernpelsor as he r.ralketl

by" Tibsrius erasned to Lhe grounrl, eii;her fir aceid.er:t or by

ihe gråp of Hateråus; and Ha'Lerius waÉ i.herer:.pr:n all h¡t kíl-leC.

by the guards ' I{is ev,¡ntr:a.i escape was du.e ia ihe persr:¿sions cf
Tiber:ius by hís mo'Lher Liyia.

Grad'ue.J-1-y the humo'.:.r of the sj-t¡:raÈåon fades bfore ,successiye

encroaeiæiïbs by Èhe ernperor ilpou. freedon in many of its aspec.b;.

Throughou't the lifeti¡ne of Tiberius the Selrate figu:.es grrlte largely
in laeitusl d.j-scr-r-ssionsi -¿nd.er subsequeni prånces it boeomes pro-

gressively less ín errideiree, and. Tacåtus plainl-y deplores ihe f,acè,

Tir j-s easy to believe the-i he rega-::d.s party fa_c-bion &s the ltfe-
blood' of the stai;e, for it is certainXy an ef-ternatj-ve èo "this
sla-visir passivity, this torrent of r,¡as'bed blooCshed far fyom ac-bíve

[,service (he is speaÌring of '¿he laNer years <¡f Nerors reign)', (56),

His renol:se is not too bitter over the fac'L, tbe.t by one d,eereoe

claucius hand.ed over to ü:.e equíti-es all the poh'ers ihaÈ had sÕ

often eauseC rioting anC fighting at Rornei his real regre.L is ih¿t
cne nan should heve the po,".rej: to dc Fo (Sl) ¡ o:1e feels that



debate, along ''^¡ith the best posslble roani.pulati-on of perrnissible

eonstí'cutio¡ral- deviees, r.roirld l¡e Tacitus r solutåon to governmental

problems rather than a de*ree by an enpeîo::"

As the ni¡nber of Èhcse eonsÈi-tutionaL deviees 1,Jâs nolJ beeoming

so limi-ued., or while con-bi-nuing tc exist vrere becoming d.ead

leLj,ersr it i-s noì; surpris{ng that..¡hefever possibtr-e lacltrrs

drops in-bo argumentaij-ve speech es an al-ternati-'¡e to sustai.ned

narratíve, ft is true Èhat thís mebhod is ciraracåeris-l,i-c of ali
aneient hls'boriography; but this îa.c'Y, shoi.¡s no moï'e tha"n that al.l

ancient hísàoríans agreod in the eificacy of del¡""te as a meens

of evolving the conclusions u.poll l+hiekr ',vise aetåons shou-}l be

based,. Furbherraore, Tacitus is far more adrlleted tc the arv of

discussing an issi-¿e in 'bhe fo::m of opposed speecires than sn:{

othen lead,ing historian in antiquity"

his d-escz'iptì.ons of 'che hcuses of Germar:-i.sus ani Dru.sus as

rlval fac'bÍ ous r,¡ithirr the state are af so tc be consi.åere,1. Sueh

a disagreemen'L bet'¡een the 'br.¡o famil-le.e adds drama'bic intere¡è to
the na.rrativo and to somê ex'Lsnt perhaps enhanees the moraJ.

tea"ehing of Tacltus¡ i,rcit5-ngc there j-s no other source, however,

tiæt su-ggests there existod. a.r;imosity beèi+een the ri''¡¿L houses as

îacitus apparenÈly belieired. Thi*" eare'in fol,lorrång èhe relaÈivo

forÈmes of the famil-ies irr question and the desire to torece

fhe history of an appareatJ-y imaginary qrrarrel- seea,s significant

evíd.enco of the cleep love of pol.em{e r¡hichs es has just Jreen

soenr is ma.n-ifost in the wo:rlt of Taeitrtso :\s gove:"nment Ïias elearly

a one-sirleC affaiE ín the &rpi'ile, inrerest mighà be added to his

wriÈ1ng, he so€ms to have reasoned., by einphasising d.ifferences (¡S)

not beti.¡een tb,e Èwo broÈhers fnr¡ qÊ ha rel-aäas hlnself, i;heir



relatåoi:si:ip lras all+eys corCía1 (Sù o but betiueen their respec'bi"ve

supporters" Thís is nob to ss.y that such animosity dåd no*t, exíst

exeept in tiie mínd of Ta-eitus u for silence ar{rng othes' surrriving

aulhors is no proof of the non*exis'benee of a fgtdi., but it
aplÞar's tha'r, as often there is an undue enphasås plaeed. by

Taeiius upcn ù. topie tha.t sirieÈly in perspectíve r"¡orúcl merit

fa.r less díscu-ssion"

ït is s'ba.ted above thai; while complai.ning of, the Frineipate

Tasiåus had no þractleal al-i;er.na'bive to offer, meaning that on€

cor¡Ld merely l.¡ait and hope for betbe'r tirneso To kiclr against

the goad 1,ras no perè of his philosophy of life, and he spaaks

disparagingly of Èhose l¡ho undertake sone heroi e act r¡iÈirou'b any

hope of achieving the pu'rpcse h-¡hi¡rd the hsroisin" !,tren Thrasea-

Paetus - oì1o of the fe'"r personali'h,ies f.iving in the tlnes he

deserlbes reall;r io appeal to Ta.cj--bi;s - r,ratrks ou! of .i;he Senaf,e*

house Ín disgu-st a,l a. vecent volley of fï-aiieryu Taeii;us remarks

iúnz"t' rehe thez'eby enda.ngered himself r.¡ithout bringing general freedom

any ihe nearer¡r (60) " A.gaånu when sunming up the achj.eye¡non"bs of
hi-s father-in-lai.¡ .rigrÍ-col_a, he says:

"' lrret it bÊ el-ear to those i¿hc insist on a.åniåring in-
subordína'Lion that even u-ndev' bad e.mpêrors men ea.n be great,

and tha'ij a rl,eceq&t regard f oy autho:'ityu if bs.cked. by abilÍty
and onergye can reach that peak of hono',rr -bhat many .ha.¡e

stoimed by preeipitous paths, r.rinoi-ng faine, r¡itiroui serr'ing

their cc'uintryu by melodraqatie d.eathsß (6f) 
"

llis account of the Pisonian conspíra.e¡. si.,ggests ihâr he regarded.

it a.s abor'five frcra its ineeption (62)".tt1.1^ he-s""""""u.seC the

episode to emphasise hís theme of genez'al denorelisa.tion$ (6¡) 
"

-L)o-



Ilis atbítude is fa.r from spnpathatic tol'¡ards the eonspiraiorsu

yet the succs,ss of their plot ¡¿ould" no d.oubt have been a.greeabl-e

to Ta"eiti:s" Bi-rt Ïmperlalism at Rome j..ras too uell estabfi-s!:o,å and

t¡lro uas 'r,o sey Lhab? haå +"he plo-L Jreen successftúu 'choro r,'oul-d

have been no new lTerc èo ta-ke the dead- one ?s pl-ace?

Sineo Tacitus has admi b¡ed 'uhaiu u.nder the circunsta-nces th¡-t

Rome fot:.nd herself in afler the deatit o.f åugu-stu-s, tirere tis.s

no a.lternatÍve for ihe futi¡vo to a. continuance of the regíme tha.t

he had siarted.r ít is in'beresting io conjocture ivhat i{s.s his

desc:'ipti-or: of an idea.l emperor" Theve is abundant evid.ence of ths

eharactoris'bics t¡hich he thought undesirabl-e in one in authorityu

but his c::itieis¡'ns of tho emperors i+ho ae'bua3-ly relgned is, it
must be adrnitied, of a destruetíve 'øzt;vr.e" Many aspacts of r,¡hai;

he consldered to be th.e good men have alread¡r been noiicod ån

1rari o"¿s eontext.s; as ona r,ihou although no'b commi-ttod 'oo stcleisn

(6+) , lras tinged r,¡ith many stoic opÍ-nions, hj-s love cf ehastityu

noderatíor:" disciplíne, eouragoe perseverenÊB and. simllar vlrtr¡es

ís to be expeetod. But does j.t, neeossarily folloi,r thaà the fules
of cor:id.uct sui'La.ble to the rrrdir:a.r;.;" Rornan r.iho sat in ,úhre ,Seira-i;ç

or ì¿Jâs j-n eon¡,nand- of a l-egion a.re sr:í'oabl-e a.lso to hjm ln ,,thor+e

hands ere l@ged i;L¿e reing of go:.'orrrir:_err.b?

rn the $istories 'bhere Ere given parall-el pen-pictures of the

fut'use emperor Vespasiarr anci l,fuei.enus" -4fter eønparing threse tr.io

rnene îacitus adds;

e¡The .rirLues of Èi-re ti.¡o merr ¡,;itl:.ou+, the fauùis

oíthez" l,¡ould har¡6 for'mec an ad-mírable temperament for
ta | . -\Jrnperor" [o)/ "

The deseriptions that precede thís com,roeni should offor *qürìÐ

^4



indi-e¿+tion of Tae-'qius e ic1ea.l a-utocratn

Vespasian r,¡as å keen so-Ld.i eri lr{acia.nrr-s otl the other Txlnd"u

he seyse had more; skill and- foresight in the cor.¡duct of ei¡¡Íl
affairs " The ideal emparor r,¡ould e1-oa.z'].;' need skijJ. in bo-bb.

of these clepar.anenis" T.Iospasian, Tacitus eor:tinues, would. march in

frc'nt cf his mene arú- chooso the spots fos. enceunp,nent; he i+oulc.

r'¡ork day ancl nighì; oirer' his pland and hinsel-f te.ke parè iir
the fighting if need 1¡¡erei eonten'l r,¡iÌ:h åny foccr that cerrlee

scârce disiinguishable ín dress and. bearing frqn any comrnon

sol-díer. Thi-* remå.nds one of thei eni corlo in Nire ån¡als (66) i"¡hen

-1 4Ê-

Gemenieu-s dresse,s o.s a eL'll¡non sol äier in ortr-er bc lesro the

moral-e of his troops; and the i+el--ì--knovn story ecl:¿eerning

"ålexan':l-er cf l.taced.on, r.,ho is suf¡îicieni, of à gene-r'a"l- in j;he

e-stinati ou of Taci-tus to deserr¡e comparisen r,riÈh Ge:raa.nicuu (l:7) .

s,gains-b all" thls ve*cpasian heid- one besei,'bing sj-n iha'i: Taci.tus

rnentions ¡ r¡had ire onJ-;,' been free from ava"rice, he rnight have

heen ran-tried. r.ri'bh -r,he gener+ls of old-en de.ystN, This sã..me viee or

ava::ìce had beeü oTre of 'she prineipl-e fa.eiors Ln the failure of

Ga.lbe- a.s emperori a parsimonicus po1_ic;' a.dopted a_s the rssi¿_1t of

a-va-,:i ee r¡Ias s. fa-ba l- one 'ío a-copi; d.uring 'Lire Inrpire . É-ga.in i,l:ere

i s iroticeabl-e a nostalgi-c bo.ckr*a.rd look to -bhe old rept.blicar:
| / -r\C.1SC*!.'rl!:e '\CöJ "

ïfueianus li¿r.s the opposite flon alrnost ever.;r poir:t, of vielro Tn

ueal-th e.nð, in ever:yi:hing else he l-ived on a sc¿J-e al:ove pr:ir"a.-be

1i fe . Avariee then is one extremo; proiiigality the other. lacittis

'.¡ould ån chare.etæristíc Roman fashion like ta sÊe hi-s ideal_

emperor steer a. eourse bett¡een these ex+Jrerâes, þ¡ith Mucj-anus lay

the ad.rrantage of el-oquence, anrl i.t ean harc].l-¡,' be doubbeci that



Ta-citus mol'e bhan rnost nen rega.rd s this &s a- rear a.dvanta.p:e

to a pr"ince (69),

llftey no-r,icing these reo,uisites foï. rt:,Leu Ít is oasJ¡ to see

ir-h¡r Taeitus lras disappoir:ted in all- ti:.e emperors after aþs'r,us;

Tibe::ius r..IÐ.s a fine so-"tìier, bu-i; l-nc-].ir,ed tol¡ard.s parsimon¡i lr¡hen

,suckr a. polic¡' \Í'Ò.s likel-;' tc lose h:*rr. muc?: popularityu asrC, he

i'Js.s far froin eloquent; ca.l-ig'u&au despite sperdíng his tencler

years in fhe campz rras no general, as his advenÌ;ure tc Brita.ån

wel"l- shoued" Iie had a certain amount of eloqu.ence¡ âs Ta.ci'bus

himself ad¡rits (Zo¡, but whaie-ser his accomplishnrents might ha.vo

beenr he L'as a madnan, cla"u.dÍus uas no so]-dier a.t arl-, and. ws.s

far too tracta.bL.e to bÊ successfc- in Ð.rv und.erüaking, least of

aL-1 as Elnperoi"" itTero too had no irrfcllng of generarshipo i^rå.s

una.ble "i;o compose h:'-s o!.'T1 spee cl:,es; and. thrift i;c hi¡: \rras e.

'",¡ord .;+hase meaning he neiier cisco",¡er"oc, Galba.u as has just been

seene \^ia.s too meane a.nd. in arJlr ease e t.:c old; ancl. Qtlio 3 s

orìly accomplí-shment Ha.s hj-s srrieide (Zf¡ .

The passage under diseu-ssior-r r,¡hil-e beingla sinces.e stateneni by

Taci.tus on the qr-ra1-itie.s need.ed, of an enpercre nray v¡ell be a

pieee of fla-tter¡' aim.ed at ingratiating hi¡aseLf r"¡åii-r ihe then

3sÍgning emperor Trajan; fo:: that ruler does seern tc ha-ve been

able to elaim. -bo some degree each of 'bb.e .,qualifieations tþ.,at

Tacítus enj or'ns upon an eaperoro

Fi-nall,o there nust be no1,í.ced. occasíonal references tc¡ Bruius

and Cassius, who a-s Republicans of the pericd of Ì;he dying

Republic, s¡n^nbcl1sec '¡,o Ta,ci-ius a.r:-;. no doubt Èo nany sii::ilari¡'

eir"cuastaneed, the old. and- ba'bter orC,er" Â-t the ful:eral of

Junj-a- leri:u1la, r,¡hc 1'tås a niece, he' rnenti-on6o of Cato, 'i;he r¿¡ife



of

of

cassius and the síster of Brutus, l.¡ere d.ispl-ayed. the effigj_es

sone ti+enty leadirg aristocratic famit.ïes o

t¡But Ca-ssius and- Brr-itus vres'e most gloriousl;' conspi.cuous *

precisel,v because their statues rderü not Èo be seenÌs tlz\,
ït is characteristíc of the highSy rhetorieal sþyLe of Tacitus

that the end of h:is che,pters have usuall.;' some witty, poigna.nt

or oth"err,¡ise remark¿'ole statemento fhat he r+isl¡eCr ettention tc bs

paåd ¿¡,o +"his ccr,ment on eminent, republì cans is appa.rent from his
plaeing the words at the end of the last ehapter of a com.plete

book" !,ga.ín, there is the episcrje ivhen cramutlus cord.us is
indic&ed by depenclani;s of ,se ja-nus on the charges of praising

Br"utus ín his tHisj!ryt and. of referring to ca.ssius es rthe last
cf ihe Rsmanst {ll)" His speoch. -?n d.efenee of himself is recorde*

at length by Tacitus; fn íi ho så.¡rg

*760*

ps.ges " Fosterå$.

ecnd.emndd ¡eoptr-e

Brr¿i;usst çZa)..

tî.ånc. þruius

Fiiral-3y i-n a passege in the tiætqz.ies {zÐ u Taci-tus represents aen

as saying that the Republic io'oul-cl have hen se.ved. und.er lompey and.

Bru-tus*

anci Cassii4gf have theis' place in the hisèoråan?s

glves everyone his due honousn jf I afl

u¡å11" remernber" me as r,¡eJJ as Cassius arx:.

ft is such remini.scenees of the greo-t her*ss of the

Republican ceÌLse that add i+eight to th.e eon=¡ictåon that T¿citus

l-ooked back io ihe old, d.ays before the repubtr-ic was fina.ll.y

she.ttered. at Philippi, ¡iith a nostalgie longing.
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-Ð1 discussi.on of other 1a¡.qs durf-ng the earl)¡. Empíre ís

oser=shadowed by the so-call_ed ?Ifai.estas ? lairs, r,rhich, a.lthougb.

they existed in P'epublican tfunes, never ail,ained. the sinister
signifieance tha'ti they found first' under Tiherius anrf then unô.er

later emperorse rn the l-ast seetion ii uâ.s seen that monarchy

a-nd 'bhe laws wetre rega-rdecl by Taeitus as contradicticns; there

is s. romarkable píeee oî iron;,- used by the his"borian l^¡hen he

firsÈ introd-uces tha l4aiestas laws into hls ne.rreti-ve" Tiberir:.s

is asked by a praeton Quintus Pcmpeius Macer ¡.¡hether offences

ind.:'-ctable und-er ths treason lar+s l¡ere llo reeeive attentiozr. The

emperorls repl-y is trrat ihe leçs ere to be enforced (ZO¡ " That

one whro he.tri-ng ec'm¡ni+"ted. himself to nonarchical g:-Le shou1¿ pJ-edge

himself to upholding th-c le.øs ,,¡hiel: by his accession he he.d ì11

príneip1-e denfed., struck racitus &s a, påece of h¡pocrisy l+hereby

Tiberius excellod hfuiseIf, (zz) " That thås hypoerisy shc¡ul.d proir@

to be L su.bs ba¡rÈial nail- in the cc,ffin of Roman freedon eh-

haneed the pcint of thís anocC,o&o.

ln å-bs eat7"y stages the t'faiesÈas 1av¡ rdas r¡sed by Tík¡eråus r.iith
diseretion a::d i,¡hen ii; sesmed necssserf, for hi-in to apply it, with
l-eniency" The reador maf be referreC to B" Î¡falkes"ïs book (Ze¡ fcr
en append'5x i'¡hich shoios the precise nun¡ber of l4aiestas aceusa-tions

arrc theír resul.is rì.i;r,íng Èhe roign of riberius " .4. eareful study

of ihe tsxt of the ånna.ls r+ill shoro' Èhal; the figures she pro*

vid.es are bÍa-ssed. to shoL' the emparor ån as favourable a 1i-ght

as possiblen For instance no mention is made ia her Table T of
the execution of those erresÈsd. fcr eomplicity ,¡-ith ,Seja.nus (Zg) ,

ålthough Tacå'r,us ¡ language seems ha exa-ggera.te the amount of bload.
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ihat rdas aetual-Jy spilt, the figrirre of lwenty dead given by

su-e'L.onius (so¡ is not ineonsequenti-a_r, and. ít does in fact more

the.n double Miss -r,.ialkerts total- of eighteen. Never.bheless her

pölnt nlay r¡ail- be a._'t__1_o-.¡ed - she seeks io shorn, iha.t Tacitus

exeggeratas the gravity of the tríals * foi" there ís 31o need.

ï'o disp'p1,u ít" The trials under the ru.l-e ef Tiberius are coûl*

parat"l-r¡6f;r innocuous in themselves, but d.isastrous to Rome in ùha.È

they pavec the l'Iay for greater a,troeities und.er future omperors,

r^¡hi-eh i-s Ts.citus 1 real coneern"

Tacitus appeers to have no qua.rrel i¡i.bh the tæeason lal.¡s as

ì:hey existed under the Repubric" Traitcc"s to the cs.use of Rome

durlng time of i,iar quite c3-ear3-y desesve the sternest, punislr:nents"

But there is an onolTtous dÍfference bet'v¡een sueh a crimo and. the

cri¡ao of disposing of s. s-batue of .ê-ugusi;us wkren seJ.líng Bome

gard.en protr;ez"'cy - i+hLcb. i.ras a charge brought agai.nst the knight,

Fa'laniu-s durÍng the ee.rlier appea.rancss of the la.ro' und.er Til:erius
(Af) ' Can it be determined to r^¡hrrt extent TaeiÈus T¡ias in fa,¡our

of the exercising of thíe La'¡?

r¡The ancientgtr ho says eEfra.d employed 'bl¡e se;ne na¡io but

had- applied i'ir tc other offences * Èo offici.ai- miscond.ue.i;

daroa-ging ihe Roman state sueh. a.s betrayal of an arsrìy or
Íneitoment, to sed_ition. -åietion LLze been taken aga.ínst deeC,s"

rn¡ords -r^¡eni unpunisl:ed..Þ (BZ) 
"

tr'¡hen enforded Èo punish heinous cffences orr1,v he appear*q to apprÕI.re

of the treascn lar+s,

r¡The fírst employez" of this lar.¡ io inrrcstiga.-bo l+ritten
lia.bÞ& wa.s -À-u-gustus, prcvokod by an i¡nmocera.+,e siandez, of
eminent men ar"d. Lroaene ca-ssius seye'us*, he eontínues.



Justlfícatíon of tl:e u.se of the le.'.v is bere evidently regarded

Ð-s reach{ng the'bord.ez"line beÈi¿een righi and lrtrcngo Tiie thin

enc of 'bhe wed.go ha.s been employed, and riberius, bui, iire

characferisticall¡' coneeal-ed remark already quoi:ed - ItThe Lar+s eg.e

io be enforcedie, d.ro-re tl:e nedge into r,he breaeh that t¡ad

already been mad.e by iiis s-bo;c-father.

The greatesÈ evil lqras not so mueh the eharges u.pon i+hial¡

people uetre l-iahle to be arraígned. under Tiberiust::evj-val of

the Maiestas 1ev, but the rietheds by i+hích they líere lfable þo

be proseeutcdo There i.¡as no sueÏ:. office as thai of publie pï.o*

seeutor: at Rr:,tnei eonsequentl-y ar$ p:'ívato persorr lrâs able to

prefer a charge, and. !¡B.s entLiled to ::eceive part of üre

cefendent?s prcperty if, the proseeutåcn .shouj-d pro.'.e suceossful"

Thj"s brcught into being a despicableu ínsidious cl.a.ss of men ¡nriro

li'¡ed- on the prof,å"Ls derived. fram theír often fraudulen'L aceusati on"ss

the rlinformersrt cr "$gÞrËtu. As abuse of the lai¡ b"ee¡,rne ra:n1:ant,,

nobody coul-d feel- secr¿Te e?en i"riilrin the walls of hås o-y,? home o

The ubiqu-ity of 'Lhe informers and the depths to r,¡hieh. the,v l"¡ere

eapable of stooping Ís dramatically dsscribod ín the er¡ents tha-t

l-ed u.p i;o the destru-cti,on of Titius ,sabínus (93). t{e håd been a

loya1 frÍend of, t'he famål-;' of Gerinanicus during 'ühe hard *,i-mes it
si-rffered after the death of Gerri:anicusu and thus earrjed the respecÈ

of good and the cislike cf spiieful people. Hís downfall ì,¡Ð.s

n'l ¡ rrnaÁ ?rrz f,1r 1À/¿.â¡:r:Çu ÐJ r.-,ur ex-pra.efors ambitious for üie eonsulship-; ùle of
them, l,atåaris, beca,me friend.l¡' with. Sa.binus r¡by an exehange of
fo:'bidd.en eonfidencesË¡, atiaeking Sejanus arrd even Tiberius, One day

the other tbree hid betr+een the roof and eeiling of, sabinusr

house the next, Èi¡ie Latia.rf s våsited hfuu so thaÈ they wsre abLe
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to eavesdrop ard make a earefr.rl reeorcl of al-I åhe r¡'r,reasona.blerl

thlngs that Sabinu-s had. saido

As could only be expeeted, Taci.Ì;us has scme very hard thíngo

Lo sey about the informerse and r,¡ith Jusi;ice. Their inberest in

the Le.w r-tras purely to see how mueh personal profit i.ras to be

made through its enforcemonÈu a.nd thelr gaii: i{as often aehieved,

as 1n the casÊ just notS.cedu by the death or banisiment of

entireL;,- inaoeent mesf e One n6.ne Cornuti;.su chaa"ged u*der Èhe treason

1avl, c,:nrnåb$ed suieide T;aeause ¡ãhe found ihe aniciet¡r unbearabl.e and.

rega-r'rl"ed proseeu'bj cn âÉ eqlr.ivaleirt to ruj.n¡r (8¿u) " åceor"dir:g to

hls fellow*prisoneru thj-s sü-ici,1e hres born of pa.nj_cu noi of guilt"

i. proposal- wírs subseq-uen1,1;' nede, arxl prae'uica13-¡' car.ri.ed, in èhe

SenaÈe La tbe effesÈ tlrat info-¡mers should forfei'c their s'e¡,".ards

uthenair'Jr' å mån prr;secuiecl tot trea-scn kil"l-,sd himsel-f befc::e j;he

:'ltLa.3- 1^Iås finj.shed" the measul"e i"r&s defeatedu iroleveru ,¡Ï¡en * ín

the words of Taeit¡:s

t¡Ti'lær'ius c,uite sirarpl;' a.nrf i.líth unaccu-s";oiled fyank¡ess

backed the accuserse proÌ:estålg '.,he"t such a meåsure i¡orr¡i.

inr¡al-1,-late the l.a',+s and ei:d.anger ihe na'bi-on, ¡Boi i;er eancel

ths lai.¡s I he said :rthan remol¡e their" g'*arc.ians 1 " so ii^r.zt,

breed c;'eabed îc't the couniry3s ruin anrl- ne-rcr su-fficiantl-y

penalÍ sed-, the inforr¡:e::s, kepi; Èheir incei:Èivesfc " (S5) 
"

At-beirùj-on has aarezây bee¡r drawr: to ihe iron;r of racítus r,¡hen

tha a.utocrat riberius i nsist,s rlpon the laws boång enfoz.ced.; the

i:'ony is he:'e ea.r:ried a si?age fr:r'Lher r.¡he¡r 'bhe sa¡le erlpero? i-n..

sì sts iha.-b thi. s ?eee of ;¡ proteciorsrr of the r.er¡s shculc be ,,

perpetr;.a-bedo a.rrd -bhus he,]-p hjJn in i:ís ensl-a-,¡e¡renè of Rome o
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îhís as fe-:r å.s lacitt¡-s is ccncerned. is Tiberíus ¡ cardinal

sin" After rei¡i- i¡ing the l4aiestas Iar,¡ ancl causing i i ir: opera.te

ín such a, \$aY as t,o enrich tire rnost despieahle el.e¡renÈg i¡t 'she

eit¡r, ho thl'ar'¿s the inteni;j-on of i:he,seruibe i¡ ojle of íès a\3-

1,co fe'¡ indepenConi mo-bionsu and. j-nsists that i;he mosÈ inieuitous

aspec+, of the lal; r s operatícn shoul_,J be eont-.r_nued. "

To ccne-'ì-uce this d'i scussion of the l4aiesi,as Lu'ø, ir, mus.b bs

once a,gain e,npi:asised tha"t had su.ch trials Ciad" r¡iÈh Tiberiusu

Taci'r,r;.s i^rt-ru-ffl be $ustiftably accug€{ of a comple-i;e l-aclc of
perspee'bíve, a.nd of ä. fanat j-eal zeaL in a- t+ish ta blaeken l+hat

I'r¿ìs a-flter all tbitl-y o11e aspect of Tiborius t ailninis|raiio11, But

thi-" is far fron being the easei the hr:rrors of the relgn of
Do¡útj-e'n seûn to ha.ve or¿eiL their beginning to -bhe lessor:.s i.¡hieh

ihe J-a'ber rc"ar learni fz'om r'he menoi::s of his pi.edecesscr. Ho,'¡

rnueh TaeJ-tus suffez'ed frçm his tyranr:;r ca.nirot be rLeèerrnined, but

all iirclica'bi-ons poi-nè Èo oue cone-1-u.sion: tha'¿ he unåorl¡e¡rt å. -rêïy

unplea.sa:r:¡ thc.oa ;rea.rs iminedÍat,ely hefo::e the cleath of Dr:rnj-tían (g6) 
"

To see Roman life througi: the ôyes of Taeitus, elose aì;liention,

propor"l;ici:a1 to thai r¡hicl-¿ i;he histr;riau himse1f bestored, hus-b be

ps-id to 'Lhe ttre¿¡-son le-¡.^ts " Coruespondingly briefly the remairxl-er cf
Rone Îs lai,¡s rûay be discussed he:.e, sinee fo¡: -Lhe most pari he

lea'r¡es tbern undiscussedu or menÈions them orúy a.n isclateC c:ccasions,

äe is a.fte* el-l discussi-ng ti:e principaie, and. as boen seeil he

rega.rds ihÍs regirno as ihe conii.a,jieticn of the la.l.rs o (g?) .

The ju-d.gnent, that autocraey anc the la¡,¡s are mu.-Li:a3_-tr-;r c,:n.bra-

dictor¡', is ne-'¡ertheless one of 'r,heory re.ürey than .oractíce; he

boj;h raalises and. aclcnor,rlorLges -',hat und.er the &npire the lav¡ did

in fzcl eoirbinue ta exisÈu and that norù a3--riays in spite cfu buÈ



some'blmes thanks t,o, the ftnpa:'or" tE&npa:"ors hava euougir bu¡d.ens

aitd enough pouer$ seys Tiherius ì n ons of his råre and cen-

sequenily doubLy i,releome ubi;erances of eonsti-tution¿l sentj.aente (ga) 
"

rrSNrengthen tnis executi-ve and. yorå veaicen the leu" lfheir ciìe can

a.c'b 1ry lai.¡ the use of official- a-uthcriÈy is a. misÈ¿¡ketr. This í"s

a clea.r ind.ication that Ti--beríus too iía.s ât'a.rs thât sole author.ity

and i;i:.e Laws te:rd to e.c'b in opposite di-rections, and. 'oiiat Èhs

visj.on of republi ean j.nsti-ùu'bi-oirs l'Ias not, completel¡r l-osÈ to hi-î¡"

Ta"citus i s eiren moze explicit r+hen ire eomes to the sur,ining up of

the fir.st nine years of Tiberi us I rule, a pericc oî en1-ightenec

rule i-n almosi er¡ery respoc-L, rtl4oreove:"u the treason cau¡.'bs e>lpec-bed,

i,he lai¡s wore dlrly enforcedr¡ (89) " The r'¡i¡ole poínÈ of Èhe

survir¡a1- of the laws lJas of cDrJrse 'ï;he discree'f; fic'F,ío:r of

Augus'bus sharing officiaL dubies wi'¿h the Sei:a'l,e - tlie "dyarci:lrrr

as soTììe cf hls adnirers ha=¡e ei.lphoinistical,l-y c¿rl-l e,1 iÈ " A.nd

Tiborj-us r,.Ias a.Il'tlys arxiou.s to eonform ¡¡iÈh the pat, tern trïrz-u

his step-father had origiila.ted. l¡hate.¡er were tbe motj-vas behind.

tlre enforeement of the 'l a';s u tlne fa.er, renains þL1¿,ü the eitizø¡re

l.Jero able to enioy +"irej-r" proteeÈion"

Befo::s *¿¡snti on is devobed to the víei,¡s of Ta.eitus on Èire

applicatiorr of various aspecÈs of the l-aì,rp a passs.ge in i.ririch Ï1e

discusses the o:'igins of lar¡ must be noticed. He cliv-ides the hístory

of lat¡ into t'¡o phases befc::e, and afèerbhe T\.¡el'".e Tab1es

dre.r.iir itp by th.e decnrvi:.s in Lvl3-fira B,C " fn the earlj-ez, phe.se,

1ai+s l^Jere eq,rite.bl-y eaforced lipon all cla.sses of the ccnuei.iniÈy;

in -i:ire la'Ler periocl, rr1¿',7s tt he state s tt oihea" ihei: tbcss drav;n

up against specifie cur"reni, offei:cas 1{ez'€ forcål¡}e crea-b:-oirs

of eLass-waz'fare, designed to granb ';necnstltutionei- po6et'ri,
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c'f; bsnisil leadíng citû,zens or fü:-fí11- soma obher deplcrable

purposoì¡ (90) 
"

this seerlis to betrey àn inconsiste:rc¡'; he sa;¡s on ihe one irand,

as has been soûn (l:-; u 'ehat au',loei"ecy amå larç are oon'bredietions;

cn the o'bher ha.nd, he nÐ1{ ss,j/s ihat la'*s sinee èhe li,¡e-l,r¡+ Tables

ha-r¡e ful-fill.ed oialy nefarious end.s " This vould- seem to nta.ke hi¡11

eoudosre a.utoeraey; buÈ ih.e 'u¡hcl-e spiz'i'li; of his i¡ork lnmred-1ateLy

cleaies èhis. The only ansllÊr Èo thås difficralty invoJ.¡¡es hirn ia,

us5"ng t'leges't ln t,,¡o dis'bi.ni:t s€nses " ln theory oirtr-y ean he measr

that la'¿ anti. autoeraey a?s incmipatible, for. he has been nc-bieed

fo sa.y thai èhe la'*'s wera i^¡e1l respec-bed by Tibes"j.us, By lans

he here means ttgood lar.¡s$u, no'È, onl-;r ltbono jn -]¿sul but in-
brins5-ea.trly gcorl ordína-nce,s sueh .3.s had not been enae-bed sínee ihe

daye of ihe deeemvirs" Bu.i i'¡hen TÍbeg'å'-rs pledged himself io

ø'ne mai-n'ba,inÍ.ng of the l-av, it is evid.eirb th¿r'L he had ín ininc.

only those aspecès of tire legal- co:le thai i.¡ou-J-rl- fuybhe:: hej-p

-bo ensla-¡¡a ti:.e Ronan peopl s - in particulan tbe treason l_a1.,,s *

That he applied 'bnese ls.i"urã reasonabl¡, ås beyond. dispu-be i e..ß,ã. å.s

Taci-tus eo..:.].d see no pcssibilit¡' under the ej.r&r:nsè¿nces of an

id-,cal cons-bitut-'¡-on beiag cle'¡ísedp le'b a-lono established, he dfd

iro-L eornplain"

fn fa.ct,, d.ur"ing his first nine ;¡eårs of rnoderate rul_e Tt.l:erius

showed í:fß,+' rinder a gocrl emperor the exj.ster:ce of lar,¡s houeve:,

mueh. those le.r.¡s ,,'iere aÍned at promo-bång t!:.e i-ntes'ests of a.

minoríty - need noi be irksome bo the sia.be" Again laf,er u:rder

vespasianu Tacitus etâies that i¡deference to ùhe emperc,r and the

i*rish to imitate him were moï'e effectj.vo i,han legal pen-alties and"

i;hrea.tsr? (92¡ " îhis ldas besause ves¡:asia.n more than a.$f otirer

man pnamo'be,l. simplicity by iris old-fasi:ioned. i.raf of li.fe"
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ït may reåd.iIy be conjeeF"ured f,lnef, a. simÍJar st¿,te of

affaírs existed "¡hen 
lacii;us i,rÐ.s r.¡rÍti-ng" The essanbíal qualitles

of 8. gooC" emperor seem to i-nc3-ud-ep ln liis judgrient, the

main'bonanca of L siate of affairs ,,fhere there is no nes,3 for

a rigo:'ous application of 'bhe lawÊ. the lews continued -bo exis$

o11 the sta'bu-ie-irock, of eor1r"srl, a"s el-eborai;e and. eomplex as er/e:"å

buà l-ike Yespasian, lderra and rrajan ren,Lered them inope:'ative

by their ourn good exa-mplen

The iendeney under the Ernpi-re tre.s for the Lal¡s tc increase

'uhe seope and complexii;y; and. Taeåtus m,ust har¡e regard.ed. mâny,

j-:î no-b-l,he majority of t'hese complex rami-fications of the l-ai.¡

as beneficia.L. 'bo nobcdy excep.b 'çhe ruling panty - ihat j-s the

empeToro Ït Tüa.;r i.reLl be'bhal; the erspeet of lei+-g!.r,"ing tc ifbie;l

Taeitus i;cok the greatast exeeption !r&s the ,ns-ny anomal-ies of

.'¡hiche as a nan of 1ar*, he was doub'i;J-ess fa.,rili-aru The more

elabo:'ai:e an1 sophisticated 'l¡ecomes tne soci-etyo the rnol:e irnpe::sclal

and often u-njusÈ" 'become 'Lhe lar^rs; a.nil a. conservative su.ch as

Taci-bus ea.n readiS-y be inagin.ed sigirii:g for Èhe oLrL days of

ec,'aitable legísl-ati on. rn hís enti:usiasn for thoso olc ti¡es in

fact he becones so nosta.lgic tha-b he momentaritry forge'os hoia

lcs.thsone aro the pl ebeí ans a

llbui ,,¡hen men eeased to be eq'Jal_ìt he sa¡is ttegc{,ism

rep'ì3.so6 fellor¡-feeiing and deeene¡r succuioeC to violenee¡t {çl} "

1o *ol-lrn b:'ia fI-;' ic inrl ividual l-ar.¡s of l.ihich Taci'bus nekes

rien'olo::, p:rira-ps 'bhe nost slgnifica.nr; fo:c the pre:seni, purpose is
the '.Lex- Pa::ia Polipaeir' 'Cesigne,l apparent_!-¡" io abso::be a.nÌ, ccdiff

much i.f no'b a-il- of 'Lhe tig*_gitå}gx o:n ihe s.-ibject,s of me.rriages

and vil lstt (91) " Despii;e ?a.ci'i;r;s'e osse-r.-uia1-1¡' Roman em,chasi.s upon
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ehil-C.-'oea.ring and its i npc::'b¡ance 'bo i;I:e family and Í;o the s'ba Le

tgi) -,,iris leu s-pj.lears to ]¡e ihe epitone of a1-1- t}¿ar r.¡&s bad in

the l,hen recent' legislai'ioir. Tire purpose of 'the 1g.,.¡ ,¡ras no doubÈ

good; .,blrii the method* e;:rployeC in main'uaining it soerned. tc

TacíÈus e-11- th€.i l^ias bad in autccracy" His precccupatåon 
"¡ith

this lai.¡ is evídenb from the fa,e'b thai upon his meni:ícn of it,

he deems it oxpe'åient to ha:rg e- diseussion of the origi,¡s a.nå

hlstory of lai.¡o

ÎîFrom Augus'bus onr,¡ardsîl ire sa;rs, t3:'sstrainis -deye strÍcte:".

There were spies " . o , olo rec bify -uhe situaÈicn Tiberius ep.poin'beä

a comrnission," o,n,rt {le¡ "

O'bher lar¿s re+e j--¡o sean+, aièen'cion", J-a::geJ-;;' l-¡:. r:e.LLse the ma b i,er.s

l¡íi¡tr u,'h:ich åhey i¡etre cor:cc:rned r,'ei,'û ur.ii,r.po::i;a n'ú iil *cmparlsorr i+íii¡

Lhe ¿raa'b a.i:d. far*::eaehing i:,opi-cs thstj v¡et e the naår, ínterosÈs

of Taci'Lus, Tn s.nothe:: cirap-ber (gZ) it i^ra_s rìeen t?ia,t the d.epar-fur*

cf r¡.roïÌìÐÊ frcnr iire io,l; r,¡h:ich Ra'üu"re had- des'Lined f ay them -h's,s tlie

eåuse -bha-ì:' nå-nJ of ì;1:e 
'.¡c::1-c1 

? s traubles, a.:nö. he kas iherefcre -cc

meniio¡r the Le:ç Oopi.e arrf., by j.nfsre:ûee, to adcl his approvai- of

íj,s ei:ac'cnentç¡ (9s) , This l-ar,i, d"esigned. to curb the extra.va-ganco

anci henee the arrogancû cf 
'^Iomen had '[¡een repea_lec es long ag-.o

Ê.s r95 B "c " despite r,he fierce opposiiiori of ca.t,ou another con*

sersati.¡e of neni,¿li'oy vel+. simila.:" *"o that of ?aeitus (gç) 
"

Tacièus is no1, grea.+"J.;i co¡:cerned ',¡ith tl¡e courùs e;ccepÈ to po.r:te

îtLy theri ag instrunen'us of ïmper'íaL domosiåc po1.ì c;r" lio d-esez.ihes

-{ì-ugusÈus in È.î:e int:'odue'bion 1,o the -{ma1s as having rrabscrbed_ üre

funcfi-ons cf ihe Sena'r,o" the officials and. elren the lalv¡r (foo) 
"

He -bherofore d.ispla,vs no iiiærest in ¡.+here i:he eorrisi are heJ-r¡",

às 't'he i-i.l-+"i¡na.te effect 'ï s the sarne aõ if the;r uere a"11 helc i-n



i;he priva.'te roo¡ls of the emperor.' (l Cf) "

Ïn conclusÍon s"n iso1.eied cor,lrneni may be citecl fron '.¡ilici:

l¡ithe'¡" e greab de¡¡.I oi 
"rez'y 

1-i.t'ule - a.ccorrling 'uc i--r,te::prei:tior,

e'¿'t! be cec-uc-iroc- eoneern:î-.r¡g Taei-fus 3 rrj-el,,s on -L,he a.ånj-:ris:tra.iion

of j,-ls'i:ice a'1; Rorre u rts reJ-er¡ener: largely' de.¡:end.s upon vhaÈ rs
-bo be t"h-ought of the fund.a¡ienta'l treason Tacià,us haö fc:: i^¡ritio.s

for Gcrtrøula. This çork has lleen inÌ:e::1:ratecl 
, 
as Ð, ee.-],il'e upon

Rcre n I ì fa 'Ìrr¡ octa l-r'ì i ehì yr.r UnfeVoU::a.b1a COnpa.fi SOi:.S betireen ROmr_nv p eÈL v. L ! v¡¿¿ jrö

ínstituiions and their corm'berF,ai'ts aroaßg the Geranan trihes " Ëtri.s

is orrl-y' one interpreta.r,i-anu of cou-rse; buÌ; one criti c (roz) r+ho

is a. ¡tociera.to in hj-s conte:i'úic¡n ti:¿.t t¡Ta.cj.i,uLs t 'i:enC,en*y io norel 1se

'ì s a feature, but not the maån puï"posee of lhe bookr: finds .bhe;

s¿L'i;j.ric¿r1 el-eiaent'ìnescapebf.e"

?rTaciiu-sit ne sayÉ s rlunnis'¿=lsee_bl-;' contras,r.rsr the vi::.1,r-ies of
'bhe Germansu i.ih-ì ch rec¿rll 'bhe uncorrupted no:'als of oi 

"4- 
Rcme,

i^¡i-th the degene::ae;' of rhe frnpÍ::ets (f O;l),

I,'li+.h. thís í'n mini, ihen, i,rhen Tac'i tus says aî the Geflnens ihat
r''the;/ make ¡i:e pulnisl:.ne'rrt fit ihe erimetÊ his inferer¡so may bs

reasonabl;r taken to bo -U]:at, thi.q is fa.r fz"cnn the eí:ise of Rcr¡e 
"

(ro4).

ûrl-y Ln ihe descripiions of the ll4aiesl,s.s ? proseeut,j.ons doe*<

the di-s¡æ.r'liy'bet'r;een punishrmenÈ a.nd eri¡ns appear to j:e deeridC*

A.s the Germenia wã'r-s publf-shed. shcrÈì-¡ afte,r Dotrri.iie.:-r I s dea-th,

thi-s col'¡r,enÈ Í s in all prr:L'abi-r-ity a refl_eci;iori upo-rl +,he aets of
inÌ:unanj-t¡ of iha-!. er'¿peiror". r*ith this so clearl¡, established in
hj-s ¡rånd 1t is little r¡ond.er tÏ:,at Ta.eitus I pol,i.:.aii of the

ori.ginator cf thesa 1ege.3- derråces should. be sû oninoustr;¡ fcr.bicidj_r,g"

Here then is sff/ie justifica'l;ion at least for i;he prominence given

io Èhe ll'faiestas î lar.rs o
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.Although ?'" Republ-i.ca.n a'b heart, Tacitus is sufficåentiy e.

u¡oll--i.¡i-sher of the .înpi::e t r-t re j cÍ-ce iyi j-ts groatness j $ome

discu-ssicn i s necessary of the provi-nces themseh¡es and. tireic'

inpo::'ùance to L]¡s' Rom¿rn l.¡orld "

-lfha't;ever takes pl ace i n 1;he Romari trmpiz'e Tacitus secÊì

esp.ecia-tþ fror¡ the poinL.of vieir of an inhabita.nt, of Rofteo

His çhole being is oentrod. upon Rome, a.nd it Ìs noã unfaår to

accuse hiJìl of na.rrou-mind.eCi:ass in ihis, a.s j.ndeed¡ it mu*"'b be

agreedr, in o'bher imçortanf" matters " ltrrofessor t4ichael Grant (f0¡)

eon¡rents;

!¡The emperor I{adnian in'bo '...'hose reJ-grr he nay just hzvo

li"tted. -r,íås to d.e¡¡elop -bhe idea of a. Roman cci:monr¡eal--bh ín

ruhích the prorri-nees haC- a proud rcle as constituent parts,

:rrtieii:atcr"y of the :ra'biona,l states to conerro

ïn lhås i;he thinking of the emperor ,,.IÐ.s rnucii mcre prcgressive "ril:a;:

bhai of the historÌ.an, fcrz' la.cit'us never ¡¡lê.vorod i-n his r¡iel.,' t]na.È

the provinces shor:ld be conplotel;," subservient *,o Rome 
"

This raetropolita.n outlook 'i s iletrer Ìnoie cl.ear].;,- naniíesbed

than a'ro the begirní.ng of ihe Hlstori.ec" The reader j-s promired.

e- genææal revíeu of tha Roma.n i^¡orJ-d before l¡he na.rratir"e of

acfual er¡ents is underialcor:, One of tlre featu:"es of, ihis bríef

revie'.+ is 'bo be an aeccu.n-b of i;he attitud_e of the ¡;::or,'in^oos (fC6)

- lquis ha.bí'¡,us prcvincia.rum ? are h:'-s precise ',¡ord,s. Not one r+ord-

is said abouii ihe feellngs or rho condition of ihe provinsi¿]s,
fìL; ^ ^^t *+ ; ^¿;;r-Þ ¡ru*riJ ..r.Þ noted significantl-y by Re"msa¡. (14?) j

rrTacítus.s¡;eakslt'contånues Rarnsay,r¡of tthe sirong or

si.cklyspoès¡oftheEmpire;I.,,hû,themeensarot}rediffeygn¡

aña
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conCitions r.¡hich \Íere el.emerits of

'Lhe &npiz"e, or qn the o*,hetr hend

contentlr "

Äl-l- í s seen frc,lrr i;he point of viel+ oî the Roman forces of

o lcupatien.

Just as he sêes the provinces *,o all intenÈs a.nd- purpoiJes

as occupied. ter:'itories, Ta.eítus inheri',,s, fro¡r his ani;ecedenÈ-q aè

Rome their: love of milita.ry glor-y and. conquesi" Tt ås not

effered ås all arglrnerrt in -Êr.ugustus' favoræ tlrat he dy.eror ì.ì.p

limits h,e).ond ¡,¡hích 'bhe fronti.ers of Rcnie ldsre not to be purshe*

tlCg); his motives ún ,ea orcl.aining were a.ccording to Tacitus

eiì;her fea.r or jealousp. ?he historia.r¡1s feel.íngs can be unclerstcod

quífe easil;'; a.¡z.r't fþon his d.issa'r;Ísfaction a.b seei-ng hi*"i belci¡ed.

Rorne eonstricl:.ed by the docrees of a d-ead empe3.or which tooB

no accaun'ç of -bhe ckranges cf pol.iey ''lhieh fu.ti.¡s"e exigenc.es migh'b

demarn):¡ he h3-nself r,"ras thus depri-rocl cf sribjeeè r¡atter for hís

ruirr:atívs "

strength and. loyalty te

of disaffection and dis-

hj"stories of ear"l;' Rene . Their ,si;rbJ ects i^ier€ grea b ÇàîÊ e

ci'uies s-bc:'med u kings rc'utod. and eap-bured.rr (f 0g) " uMy 'i:hon:ert

he goes on ro sâi'¡ tlis a- êiacunscrihec ingloriou-s fier-d-"

Peace r.ras searcely broken * tf a-b ai-l, Rono ,,ra.s plungeC Ín

gloomu the ruJ.er u.ninterested årr er:pa.nd.ing ihe .lftnplrer? (ffO),

Taeitu-s l.ir¡ed io see mo?e gloriou.s de.ys, hsrnrs"i.s¡; from 'bhe -øarrtage*

poín'b of äadria.nrs reígnu he can look baclr upcn the d.ays'ri',jh.e¡:

the Íårpíre ì¡ies sc m'.rch snallerr? i¡.ith a cez'taín a¡nount of seorn

(fl.f) , Tt, 1s with e.n auîa.reness of the presence of sueir sentíftents

in the mind. of Tacitus that the ou-esèion of his vier¡s uncll the

utl,ly chroni-eler¡ he J-amerrts ¡ris ouitefa different ma-r,'¿er frc,m



cívil admín:i.stration of i;he prcvirrces must be examined o

Ta.citus r fi:ndame:rtal approach tc províneial matiers ís

::earl.il;r ssen frcm his dsscripÌ;-i cn of the re¡¡olts ín Gaul uncer

Flc¡ru"s and sacriviv (rrz) " The issue a.L sta-ke 'i s brieflJ;' menij-oned

î;he Ga.uls 1,iere invol-ved. ín heairy deb+,a (1f 3) " tne of the

pri ncipal tribes soricer:ned, tl:e ê.edrú, âre nentl cned exp:.essl¡' as

O"i nt rençe.r1lke, i+ea3 thy anC. gi.ven ic l-uxurious livirrg (fU) , Tt

Stems mos:t -r:n1-íke1¡' then, th¿ì.t such a people r,,,oul-d fl;v èa amls

if thero were any hope of he.'T¡ing threir grierranees red.ressed by

recorir$o to othor ma-Lhryls o there is ouii;e à 1-arge anount of

evidenco (lf 6) to show Lha"t :Lt Ìdes not urusual 1[6r provilces .b,o

fÍnd. bhemsek¡es i.n Ð-n u-nÌ'ia-ppy fj"nancia.l_ posJ_tion; ar.¡.d -r.¡hen .tbey

I,Iere bi:rdened r.¡ith dobt the faul.t wa.s more ofton than noù the

extov'biorr arri. oppressi-øe nife of 'ilhe Roman provincía_1- govetrnoïso

Tirene are indiea'bioi:ls in th1s eese that the eâ.u-slo af r"lte trouhie
r¡las t'he requi sítions made by Ge::man:icus fcr his ca-mpaigns l_n

Gemrany (u0) , lt r,rould. seem. -bhenefore that racj-tu.s o!Íose bur

fails to bring fo:wa.xd, some explana.tion of i+hy the Gau¡_s found.

thernselvos ån i,lrese straåts " The reader becomes i,he more dis-
satísfied ullenu after reading the wÌ:ole account of the fighÈÍng

su-bsequ-enb to the up-::isirrgs he find-s -rio nontj-cn of the ou+:,eoneo

The epS.soce becorires si"aptr"y an opport'anlty to describe Rori:an

-nili-L.ar;' aci:ievements ín the fie3-d, and. it is fainJ,v er¡icent th¿.t

Taeitus I ecnscienco j.s not u_::du_1y troublecl b;, the possibf-lirly that
the Gaul-s r,¡ere sqne,*'hat unjustl¡' treated."

This blinC.ness .Lo every poàni of i¡-iei+ o'Lher than -che s-bridèJ-y.

Boman one is noticeable thz'cughout ihe i+hcle :rarratj"r,e. To Taeït"us.



ruLe over province$ and. dependencies eonfers privileges but no

responsibiliiies; Èhe sa¡io spirlt of doraination is apparenÈ ín

his aceouTlr, of a series of similar uprJ.sings by ê"frican trÍbes

irnder TaefarLnas - Roman anns prevaitr eds å.s þJas inevi tableg

arTfvlale a.nd there the mati:er is closed r¡r'bål- *uhe inéltements

to revolt cnea agai n materialise (11?) 
"
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ilriting ín Rons for Romans anC, surrcund"ed by Ro¡ca.n dígniÈaries,

TaeÍtus tras quite unable to visualise thai l-a ber gen,e:"a'bions l"¡oul-d.

conside:: tire quesiioiis iro raåsed frcrn a nori*Rornan t-iers*pointi l;h.¡

i.ð-ea 'Ì;nat -Lhe::e \.¡as such a, -bhing as diffei:elit cpiricii ne.re:Í pï"e-

senLeC itsel,f to hj.s dogrnatie and rathey naï'rolr mi-:nc1, Casu¿l

Pemarks catl eoinet:lmes sho'¡ r'¡i:¡.t type of thidri-ng Ta.citus t apparent

o-]-d--fashicned conser-rra,ti-sn eoneaais; hen*e €.rt uirg*e,.r,JoC e)¡"pz"e;.qs-,! rr.

used in liís d"esez'iption of Ger:na.nicus r se-i;-LLe'¿e.ii; ci Ì;he easiern

que stion is revealing" .speah:'ing of ca.ppr"cocia lze sa.Jrss r!Tc nake

Roin¿¿ir rule sêûr] iiie pre Îer:|ble aLieynaÌ,j--r¡êc ceyrzj:n of i.bs rcya_l

ta;.,^es werÐ d!:¡rj-ni.shedìî (r:-s) " Iie::e is a 'b:rld- ei:r:u.gir a"¿nissi on

Lhab fi:e iCo¿- cf a cor¿¡non',¡ealth of nati-ons rr.-Lrich fi:::s! ez-r-be::ad-

Ri):ru-i1 "bhoughi ai'or¡:,c the iine of tho c1-eath of raei¿r:s was an

iCee. rrerf alÍen to i;hls historinn i an. tha-L his -øiei¡s uilorl Ernpåve

wor'e lrerry much akia tc, 'ihose of Cyrus a.n1 Ds.rius cen.L-rl: i es beforeo

ii fur"bhe:' ancl pe::haps a mcïe sÌ;r"iking example of raciti:ç r

failure to understand -bhe provineial point of vie,.í is a.f forded

by his aeccuni cf D. revo-Lb of rhc's-eian tyibe sineir, Tn bhì s episode,

his ne::ro':Inês.q- intcl,e:¡:a.ble

by his o1,¡n e;rid.enee*

rtfhe cÐ.uses of -i;he

in+"rae-ba'b-"I-e temperamenùsrl

to ti,ienii:th con-,,}[r;r thinking,

re'oi1licn i^¡eîe their

he sta'Leç (l-f-9) e r¡a*c

arrci.¡i1i sed and

their refussJ

is Ca.mne*



CIf fhe eoirscz':'.pt systen r.¡hich clra.ftecL i;ireir besi mên into

oi--r foieeso u u . "lio'u{e.,'Ðru befoye opening hcst_'Llitåes the Thraejia.ns

sei:t en--\rc/s ic s'l,:'ess Ì;heir f:'iend.ship, t+hi,oh irouj-t1 ::emaj-r¡

î ntacte +uhey saíd-, if no nel.d 'burd.etrs wel'e im¡:ose,1 . Buî; if,
i;hey a.d"dec-1, 'i,hey r,ferg ensl-a-'¡ed I ike conqueyerl ne¡le 't:ne;¡ heå

Èhe i.irlâpcìlse i+ar.¡:j-o::s arrd. deü:::nína-tioir lu,: rre free cr d.ier! 
"

Tira'L, there ìda-;s a'ny- justificaLi.on fo:: theso fl¿¡rperabe tirreats dr:es

not appeâr' fno¡il Taeitus T accor-r.n'i-,o rlsabi.nus - irt cnarge of ihe

oi:e:'af"ions - gâ-víi coi-".ci1ia.tor.y ::epl-ies r-nti-l- his forces -hreï'e

col-,1-ec-bed!? the na::ra.1,ive continuei; (uo) . There i s no mei:tion of

8.:fl$ at tenp'b to solr¡e iire pi:obl-en 'ay meåns other iiran force " Onee

mi1-i-lary pressu.-ie 1,*ì,3 brought -bo ,bea.r u.poiì -bhs îh:"s,cians, the ou-L-

eûae I'JåÊp of Qol,lrso¡ a forogoire eoncl,:síon. The ca:n¡:eign is dos*

cribori. i.n some de'bai} * to Lhe e:eren-b of sjx chap-i;o-r's - ,..¡hie5

i s quite cut oÍ propcrticn -bo the i:rnpo::ta.nce of the affaix, Bu-i;

Îacltus comp^La.inrs of L'he nonotony cf tire treasor: trj-als whÍch iie
lìaoq 'ço reco'.ln*, (rer) ; inci-,cer:-bs sueh. e.s this gi-,re bii:n soflie

::espifeu arid are con-qequen-bl-j'i¡e]-aoned by hj-m"

T]rrace at this per''i orJ- rå¡a.,g aot er./eïi a province, bu-b e.

d,epenrleilb monarch;r. rt becarne e provi-nce und.er cls.uc.ius in LêrlL"D,

and re-nhed å-s sucir -r.¡hen Taeitus i,¡a,s -,,+ritiüg the _å"nnç.ls. The

ei:-i-scde is Lhus m-or.e jus'iifiabip mentiotred l:e:r,e sinee Tac.ï,ous r

accouiri of Èh': oe-iriæ.ign i s Coubr;less condíÈj-oned by hi-. knowl-eci.ge

of Thrace I s subsequent pro-.rincial si;atug 
"

rolcius v. itei-l-ir¡s ís d-e sr:::i bed (: u) as sho,,iing o1l-fa_ehioned_

ín-i;egrity iir iris p:'c.rinc-î a1 ad-mj-nisÈration" r'r, Ís .i n-beresting bo

consi,le;' çha.i preci-se3-y i^ras nea-nb by Ta.citus r ¡rinieôrit¡tr in -bhis

rol s o rt is ha:'t11;' li&ely thai he regercl"ed republ i can prob.inciaå



governoï"'s as nscessari 1y Ìronest; lre neoC on-1y her¡e consul+,e,J Cåceyo

oil +"his poS.nio Hås use of the tgr¡n tFold*fashioned.rÊ refers to the

superíor1Èy of thetrgood. ol_d daysi¡in everlr aspec.b of life, To

judge, hor'ie-'re:', lrcn Taeitus t feer i¡igs for ihe righ'ls of ,¿he

provineia.ls, i'i; i s qrd-te probabl-,: th-at lle::res .^'orild h.ave been

a f,'Ð'rrc3''lio3' of integrit;. haC hå bee n pruden-b errough to a.l:a-r¡d"on ¡is
cr{ce,3ses ju.s-b before the r.¡rath of the Sieilians bu.::si cu-i of i:is
uirdoång"

ït has bsejr ::emarkdd tha'b racÍtus T noiions of empire i.¡Ðre

not rreïts mu-eh more ad.r¡anee.d- i;han those of the old Pers1an ki-ngsg

the lre't/erse míght be a.r'gu-ecì frcin the repcrt of the d.el¡ate eoil-

cernårig the admÍssåon of Norihern and cen1,rai GauJ-s in-bo the

senete (rz:). First f,he arguments a.ga.inst t!:eír ad_rnissíon ere set

out; there r¡ou1d be a. eorrsÐqilenee of tid"s neasr¿l:e less oppoi:'bi:nå'b;,

fo:: a-d-r¡aneernen"b anong F.omans, anc'r it i.¡ould be ån affront to the

meqìory of tirose r+ho ciied- fighti-ng ti:e Gau-i-s maïÌj¡ ,vears Þgfore

ìr the descenl.a.nts of 'bnose eau.l-s ,rere ac-rnitEed into the Rcnaa

serrate. claucíus, hc,..revevr ihough'ì: o-Lhorro,íser and. hj-s vie,,.¡s e.-re

expressed. both moîe cogentl;; o.nd. at, grea,be:r length tiran t:re

argixnen-bs ùhat he l^ras opposing. i{is speech r.ras appi,o,øod b¡, the

'seilâ.+,ep and the &h6i:Í r,hen beea"me ihe first of j,hese per:ples .bcr

etr; cy ihe pr:ivilege whish he had won for the¡r. since Ta.eitus

ergì.les fo:."cib-l-y on behalf of the arg:i-ueents exp::essed by claudiusu

it raight su;cer-fi-eialLy appaar th¿zt he fa-v,oured tire idea of eii¡ing
i:he provincés the ftilles*r, represent ¡-tj-on in -ohe se11a_be. å; mueh

mrll:e likei;'r expla-tratic'n fo:' his en'bhrrs j-a.srn for ti:.e ernperor I s s.band*

point is tha.t it r,,ras the cnJ-y stand.-point ihat he coul_c å:a co:ì^

scíence ta.ke' rf ihe majoriiy of scholars are coz,ï.ect" Tacitus



?rimself cou1d ela¡,-n fa.nily ä.ir*È,-i'brlr i.¡ithin tlre cliy of Rorle ítself

o-rr1y Èo the extent of cì:ìe genø:ru.i;-'lcn; his or"igin is sui'i'aised

r¡a"¡i-e¡¡sf¡z Èo bu: north ïta.lian or scuthern Ga.l1ie " Tf ihis i.itsre

the eåsee he s'ou1c1 ha"'r¡e i:e en rnos-b inpruder:t t;o esporise r,he

op¡rosiie ea.use in iiris issue, lar tirus a.ttant:icn r,;cr:ld irnlnedia'teiy

ha¡n: been Crai¡n to h.is o1^,?n- bnabili-'by i,o li¡¡e urp tc his b] ue-

h] onri o,l nz'ato-sions . Fa:: f::o,¡ ì n'i f ea-f,i nø 1 liheral at bitude -bo;.ra:'ds

provineåa1s, this d.ebate offers poi,,ler:îir1 evidenee of Tacitirs I non-

Rom¡"n origin" ¡lTheir d.e;ssend.an'bsiF - that isu ihose of the distiirg-

uished immigrants frorn Spain a:fi. sou'bhern GaDl - !råÍ'e with i1s;

a,nð. Èi:e,v love Ïì,ome as mueh Ls 1"Je aoT tfZ4) are -,,+ord.s tha'b might

i"¡el-l l¡e a.u-tobi cgraphica-l-; lhey ce:rta.i r:-l-)' har¡e no preeíse eqi,lival-eni

in r'he açh:z! i.¡o:rds of Cla'"rclius as 'tire;' su¡.'¡iee çfZf) "

Ta-c:i'i;us 1 t3:ea*,inÐnt, of Bri.f,ain o"nd. its inhabitarrb-* ís sufficier:t*

ly ela.borate i:o d.e3erve speeia.l- menticni it i.le.-q -i n tirat colon;r

'bha'l his fathei'-in-1ai.¡ Agi'lco1a- LToiÌ j:'ì s rnili-tar¡ repuiation, arril-

of co'rrse of his su,ccaÊses bhere Ís i,cld a.t scne lcngth" Furiher*

rtlÐz'ee earlì er canpa-igns unLer Claudius and i{ero arê descríbed in

the late:" books cf .i'he .\nnals " The Brítísh propensí$i foy' 1..¡år

is enpirasíse.1. repeatedly; the bra.r¡er Taci tus na.kes 'i;hem in his

descri.pticns, +"he g:"eater|he honou.r l;hat '."ril-l be ered.i'oed. Èc

ilgriccl-a. ilis d.ascription of Bi:-i'cisir spiri-i as cornps.red r.¡j.i:iz tcai;

of 'bhe Gs,i¿1s of fhe sa,ne period is interestingo as it explains

1,o å- iarge extent' r+hy Ta-ci-ti:s wås never satisi-fed- i"'ith Rcman

aifa.ivs unl-ess 'ahey conÌ;ai necl opportunÍ.iy for milièary Slor.y.
l¡Fho n--, . - -- 11 ,.
tr--- Rritongf h;-ve na-i ]'e-i; been softened by p:,:ct-racì;ed

peeeer*, he obserr-e.s (f e6) e ttthe GauLs toc, rre hava 'been

to1d, ha-d their houi. of rnilita.r¡r gloryu but .i;hen camê
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,åecadence çith peacee and valour i¡ent the ¡¡4y of 'l cst

libe:rty" The same fate lias befal-len such cf tÌ:.e Brito;:rs as

ha-r,"e i¡een l-ong conque:'ed.3 i,he best a-:ce s'bi-ll r',i:aÈ the Ga"uls

used t,o be¡r '
T,'¡ciiu.s plainl.y feers thai t,co long an endura.n¿e of Èl:e peaea'

*.ìro.l. Â,:urr<'l-.,rc he_d. mou_l_d-ed. foi' bhe Roman r..rorld. içcul-d bring the- -EÞ v.¡r v vlv

,same dobili'cating effect, upcn ihe Roma-ns tiremselveso dhen-u e fe,¿

l-ínes botez', Sacitus ernmen'bs that the Briton,s 1./ere ¡lb:'olcen i n-bo

obedi ence, not to sl-atter)tr¡ p he j-s drar^ling a compari-s on, unfavc",;-rabl-e

ta the Romans -bhensel-.¡esp het¡¡een 't:he people of pa.rt of tl:e

overse¿?-s empi:'e anC thcse in tlre me-bropcl i s itseJ-f, for he

repea-i;edi¡' d::ar¡s atten-b-icn i;o 'bhe ser..rility of ths Seoaf,Ðo There

are a.Cmira'b^l-e a-spec'bs ojl lífe v¡íi;iri* th* l-ess ci i'ilised natioris

ciespite i;ire ba.rba.r-i by of thosr¡ peoples; this feeling 1s mos'l

nol,ieeabl-e in the Sernanj,z, as ha3, been pcjnted oàè el-ssi,'he-¡e lfaZ),
ïf 'l,his a.dmi:"a-ti-on fo;: certai r¡ aspects of t¡arbari-c .]-ife eâ-J1

be obssl:r¡¿d- i-ir sta.iemeir-bs the"i Taci'',r"r.s na-kesu 1i perv.i:ea.tes e+rtaån

othez' ps.ssages of iris i.iz'i;$ing r+i'lhou--L being e:i;pl,icii;I-y anlounced "

lirere is a st::iking contras'{: beii.reen 'Lh.e sp-.eches of the Bri^tish

Jelder îal gacus anf of those of AgrÍcola lii:irse.l-f shortly befor.e à

rna j cr engagenen-L beiçeen tire foreee of iire in.¡ad.c-l.s anC i;he inva.de,j-

(rzg) . In "bhe forr;ier Tac:i-tus finds j-b possible to express ih.e

sen'uimen'Ls v¡iricir â r,,ìån 'ì-¡ the posi-'bioä cf calgaeus ,¡oul-d. úakeu

a-nd. il:eid"eniå.l-i-y þo scol:e Ð. fe',i poln Ls aga i-i:,sÈ ',,i:.e eirer-rati:r.lg

effecfs Ronan 1-uxr-i.ry:iîca,.r you::eal.1-y ina"gine Èha.t ilie Roma.nts

i::a.ver;' in 1,,T.r ccme;j rip to i\¿ei_r .riiantonì_-ì.ess in peac:?t¡ asks

Cal gacu-*s " Cne gairis bhe i-npressi-on -bhai 
a"1- bhough lacitus never

for a. nomen"b d,ou-bri: the inp:r!al des'l;:ì-,rj'of Roreee l:e feel-s tha"t

a brat¡e Tace snch a$ the Briions d.eserves belte:r' mastçrs 'i:iran

*J- | C,-



they,..ieï'e receiving.

riThe Bråi:ons 'bhensel.ves subnit to the le-rry, Lhe Ì,ril:ute

and +'hE othe:' ciu:.r'ge s of enpÍ.re i.¡i¡h cheerfl¿l ::eed iness

,orovided tirere is no abuserr, he com_nent,s il_Zg) .

ïn oÈherl'¡o;:ds t'ha Roma.ns, thanlcs i;c their iru.bi].ii;r io ;'u-l-a

r¡ithcu-b al¡use e halre on't;" themse.L¡¡e s io blarne for the ex¡:ansir.re

carnpaigns th.at their oppressad provinei.a.l s eaused. ¡hem to u_nde:"-

take " åfier '¡;he s,rn¡pa-ijreiic 1,,'å.y in ,¡hieii g¡1't gaeas ? speech is
z'ecor,jed", c-1: ra-tiier co,nposod, the ü-]lnecessery speeeh rn_ade by

-A.gricola makes .¡or)r pcor reeding. r'L is irite, smw ¿.r:cl- m.acie

i'ij-f,h tl:e g}-o::y cf sü.cr-r(ÌÉì,l ín bat Ll-e a.s i'Ls id.eal r¿lfneE, thern

xi hÌ: an)¡ er':isetavz io eo*ord j l:r¿r.io i;ire -ì-ri"e::es-bs; cf iie rul lng

r,'rif;kr ì;hoser of the ru.L.ed "

E]-serqhere in þie Ap:ri-e-ofa i;Ìrere ere passÐges in wl:ich the

sii,rpl-icit;r c.f Ð. bayhai:ian e:.iisience j.s rega¡c1.e$ b;. Tac-ì bus .4.s

su::passl'-rrg the mol'€' scpii::-sticateCr form of life a.+; Ro¡¡re" rtti¡e irar¡e

eounir;.'u ivives an", paii:er:is to fight fo::¡?u he rnakes bi:enr íje.y (Uc) ,

rf The Rcmans Lp.ve nothing i:ul greed aiid ser'-f-induigenceis " SpeakÍ-ng

cf the appar.entl;*' inefflcr ent \^ray in i.ihich peai.ls are gathered

bj¡ ihe Br-,1ionsr ire is inclj.nec to i;h:ink tha-L the qua.lièy of i;h*

pea.rls does not ir3.r1âT1i bheni beirrg mad. in-bo cna cf i;i:-- s.baple

industries of the ecu'rb:'j,; "I firrd. it easic-:2" to bel-¡.eveîn, he

yena.r'lcs acidl;,', îrin a defecÌ: of qua-lity ín the pea:,J.s than of

greed ån EÉË (I.:f )

1r'i'he barba.:ria¡rs noi.I "l.ea.rned like a1])¡ Roliai:s r t,o coi:dcr1e

seductive r¡-ì-ces¡ r,¡hi-"lo i;he í nie::r¡eni,L on of ci.vÍl_ Lra.ï's (at

Rone) g¡-ve a. reesone.bl.e excuse for ina.c-úiv:i,J¡;r (132) " ärrlrd

so 'i;he Bri icn_" l¡ere graduai-1¡. ied on *,o the a_¡ienii-i ¿s tha.,c



mal<ê i/ic,s s.greeabJ-g * årcadas, b:-r'¿hs arrd erunp'buous 'oanc;u.ets.

The;.' spoke of sueh nor¡e-l-'Lie,s as cir¡i'l isa,iionp lu'hen T'ea!1y'

they' 'r.Jere orily' ê- foaiure o:1 eüs1a",".¡nêrrtii (L?3) 
"

Syrlpa'';iiy fo-:: the 3::itcirs is appaz'eni iir i,he rleor-:rip-cloir b;.

Tac-''-'t,ïis of ad-minis-u:'at,ive refor"ns e¡¡r'ri ed ou'i 'rry -4.gríco1r."

rrlie e,'..seC- -bire 'l er¡J of cúr-1i and. tribu-te b)' d.is':;r'5-britlng

-'che bu::d.err fai:'l-¡', ang c:.-l.rce'l 1.ed ihose ci:.zLrges, con-bri'¡ed

Ì:]. profii:eers, 'rÏlj-eh were more bi'ï;ierly resei:'r,eCr -bhan tile ta:,;

ite;elf " The provincia,l s had ble ri e.onpel-1ed.o o o oto bu;r back -i;lieír

ol.\rn eorn and pay fzr:eiea.7 prices " Deliver;i en+ec1 o " . o . b).

berrefi'btirrg t':. fai,' Seou:,:d::e19 ôTlrr-;-r¡ (l3r;) -

ähe -bcl:al- effaet of 'b'hese a:rd. simila.-r statenents by TaciÈus

i',:t]-iea.tes an aL bùÈude mueh rlore fa¡¡ourablo -'oows.rcls ihe pro¡¡irrcj-a]-s

J:han r:he at.1,i',,ude 'l'|e assuries in ïjioï'e gene:i:a-l conf,e:.Íisj a,s uas

-irol:ed s"bo=¡e " ?he ez;i:]-anE t,i-c,n of bhir; fac b i-s p:.r'bi;u cci:i;a.irieå in

ihe purpose he h:.r-l i n '¡i ncl i.¡han r.:ri'bing i;i:e Àsr:.cqil,e l+h:'.*i: \ra,=

fun-larentå.-1-1;i' to gl.ori.f¡ bire l'remorJ' af hj,s: la--i;e fati:e:r:*i-n*-1an¡.

The 'bolde:: "ï,?re Brj.t,ons .for.igiii;, the g::ea,rlez. the c::edi'b ill*.i; r,îês Cue

to Agrieola" The greai:e,r'a.ncl úore f.l-a"grani; the na1-p-z.e.ct!-ces cf

fcrner go1¡e:nors ihe jus'Le:: e nd nore l:onour"al:1e r+ould appes l: the

a.r,iel; c¡'atåve neilsul'e,s b;:r b :li¿z'i ecrl a ei:.fo:rceC. " ?hj-E hoi¡€",zer is l:ct

a fu-l--'] cxplanri.-bior:; it ,¡i-l I noi e.ccau-na, for ins-i.lence , for i;he

grain of pity thai T¡.ci'Lus app:-:cently feels fo:: peoples ç?rc Ð,Te

fighr;ing foi: 'l;heir hoires 3.nd fe-niiies. Thj.s ean be seen in E

stafenent in thc Ântla.ls " ln a passage crì the Brii.ons sy-mparire-r,íe

in 'borle and consequenil;' i;he nore s-,-rrprising since ii occurs j-n

the iÀnna1s u he rna.kes cara'us.ci-1s u ti:e gres.t leader of the Briions

¡,IhÕ, unfortuna-tel;r for their e?use, hed fa]-l ei:i inic Roman eap.ci-vi'b;',

s¡i¡T., llTf \i-ñ?ì htl.,e Rornans I ,r:e.nt iO f-i;l"e the ivor:i"ri., CoeS it fc,l-l O-*."-,r _ n "4 e=-_- "- . ^_"*--4 .._.--

-1.ðc-



tha'i ezia'rliiçv\e el-se i'¡,:lcoraes ensla-u-e.'.-,enl"??t (-i 35) " Bu-'u ihisu it nusc

J-ro n=nc+'l:aÁ qh¿r.rc Êr, a--aa-tinylr'l -l tr t:nrì^r-ctE?ndirif; ¡tilii,l:r1e.aS'r^uJ,¡/ wLv:E\-t-LJ 4¿q-JI È ur-:¡L(¿l:6 .-4 u u¿ gq'i-ç

or-)mjls-ì1eC. iii'ûh j;ire r.3s4; of Ta.eitu.s 1 l-ater historica-t- ir¡rí bi n€.

À b::i ef examinati oi: of ihe refer'ænce,î *r,û Bri-tair: and- i-bs

j-nha.bi ta.nts i n the "A.nna.ls- inc.icate s a remarîtrrabf.e d-iffe::encc: in

spi-i.if fron thai in the Agri-cc3a" Iì; cannot be s¿id that, j.n

'vhs ånn¿"19 lie is more openly' hcertilee fo:' hostil-i+:y tctu'a.rcl.s -the

Br'! tons is 'i ¡ ån;r cese noi; laciiing iri r,he Aari-c ol-a " ¡e f¿re must

renembe:':r he corrinentÊ e"t the begiriz:i-ng of his descr.ipticr: of the

3'l'ii;ons in ihe kgiggla, rrthe-b i,^r-â aro deal.ing r¡ibh barbg.::-ie.nsrt (:.;6),

The victo:'i-es th¿.i i;he Roman soldÍ-a-::;' r¿on in Bri'ba:-n are recou.n'Lad

j-:i: glot"ing terms and i*i-r,ir quíte ets muci: enihu_sia.s;r. ,^* Èhe

corÏespond.Ì ng accou-nis ii: t"he Ànr'qlg" The d:'-ffe'renee thei: ì s of

a.nother anü less tangibl-e nz-lJu::a " Ti v¡ou1d. l:e equall¡' inccr.rect

t'r s,F:"¡' t'r¡e.''ç the j'iericcl-a sêes bhe n¿ture of -bhe cc¡fl-ic'r, T:et-reer-r

'ühe rehels anC Eome from -bhe poini of vier.¿ of the B::i-Lc,ns; bui,

ii is tz'ue i:c .se.y r'hz'c the rA.sries¡lq a.ei.;noi.l1-ed-gos '!h:,'r; the Ä:nl]aiå

ne."¡ri:r aeknoiuledge; that there is such.e. thing es a" British poinr;

of vie...ip +"irai lhe British fighting metl rr3re husbp nås, sons and.

firii:ers unwill"ing io see '',he incli3nitie.s L'kr.ic'i;he Bome.n int¿r.der,s

r.rere inflic'cirg u.poil thei:: honeJ-anco fn a. rrorc theEe is &'aecd-

ei'ness and. humaniiy r,¡hj-cil í-o not el.id.ent in bhe sarne airbhor'1s Aaier

viOltrr:.

a l.ì
"J,J-]-^

Thec'o is à dis-bi:tc'L siyi.ving for" biz-¿.rrø effecis irr 'bhe

d.escriptions of Britain i-n 'cire An-ns.l-s " r¡Îhe enemJl- l1ned the

shore in a denso Ð..fiîrod. n:rsso.Ê-rncng then þ¡er€ bl"ack*:"ohed.

i',romon ¡¡ith dishevoled hair like Furies, bnandishingt+reLieso



Cl-c,se hy stoad. Druids rai-sing thei:.'h.a"ncls to hea.r'ei:. and

scre,emiira d¡ee.dful_ crrt"seg. ThiS u'ÍerC- sneetael e a-":øê1 Ì:he

Bqnan "oj.di""* int,o t sort of pa.ralysis " " . . The grcives sa.cred

io l{cn¿" 1 s ba.z'barc,us suirersÌ;i f i çns he þu.etonrusl cleno}iäshe C..

Fcr it '".rÐ-s iheir 3sf ì gion to drench their altars j.n blood

of prisona-rs and" ecnsLùt thej-r gcds hy raea-ns of h,:rnan

entralls'i (l;6),

The descri-piion of the scone l¡ofore Boild.iccat s last bat-ble nus'b

ha.va boen a strange one tc ihe Romans i,¡ho r..rero not aceu-stcrred

io llomen leading amries;

ßTheir [tn" gri+"ist s:ml:ers l.Jere unprececlented, and. Èneg

had- eonfÍden-ul;' bt'cught their r.ril'es to see the victor;",

install.ing tirer¡: in ea::i,s stetioned. at the ed-ge of iÏre

bat'r,l-efiel-C" " Boudieca drove ::ourd a1l the t::ibes r'-n a

eha:'io-i; r+i-bh her Caughters in frent. of her. rI,Fe Brj.ii-sk¿

ai:e used n+ ..1íctnan-connand.ers I sire criecl o o o nî? (f3S) 
"

The Bråtlsh a:'e thus shown tc bs uiter3-y barJ:a_rou.s rece

vifh custoins ec,rnpletel;' a.l-åei'r ',.o ihe ci-r¡íf i sa.tÌ cn of Romou a.nä

i+hcse troad.ersr are su-i-taJ¡J-e creatu.rr-:s tc' a.rollse the euyíous ,sâ"ze

cf Ramans as 'oire;i zre paraded in Ð- rictcz'icusi processì on"

l\ ,tossible expla.rur iiorr for tbe relai¿ive araia-bÍ"-l-ity 'Lcirard.s

*"he BrÍ-L,ons in the :þrj-c ol-a to a.ugnonì; i;ha. L alz"eac;' suggested

migirt '"¡el -ì- lie i n ."+hat n¿.d happened to iacitus personall.;' cluri.ng

t?re inter,rening yea::s beti+een 'uhe cc-,rnposition of ihe Aql"ieole a:"¿1.

bhat of -vhe Historj-es anc ånnÐ.lg" The fact that rhe ÀErj.qol-a

'.^ras published afie:. the death cf Dmitian in 96 A.,Ð" reaJ_,l;r

prol¡es nothång coneerning its a.ciual date cf ecmposÈtion; if he

conpcsed it duri-ng thet em.perorts life'bimeu Tacj-',,us certainl;' lras

*1E2-



noÈ sÕ fcoli-s!: as to publÍsh or pubJ..icåse in âny l,råy such 3::

r¡rork rrn-bil e.fter Ðomi-tåanls deatir. I,:J:hen AEricol-a hi-:nself died

in 93 A.D" Tacitus ldas à\;eJ frc'm RomÐ. i",ri:.e:"a iie ,¡as is r:nknor,in,

bul; iìt allpears quii,e likel-¡' that he lr&s Éomer,¡he:,e in noc..iirern

Europe, periiaps -{-n Ge:nts-ny, ås a" g"¿ess * whåch *¡:ctn existing

d.a-te i's all- l,hat is possible - åt night be hazayd.eð, -LhzL at
the begi-r:ning of his duiies j-n 'ihe provinces, i.{hrereï/es. they iook

place, Taciius felt a d.esire to '¡rite about ihe -bril:es und-er

hís e.ui;hority¡ æd sínee he Has fresl: fro,n Rome, -bhe 
-c 

j.mpl-e

ruggedness of those 'bribes struck hin as being a ptr_ea.sairi,

ciia.nge frcm bire viee an,i lui-:m*ry' of 'Ði:e capii;a], These 6sq-lssy.ipts

he kepi b" hin: uniil hås re+,urn io F,ønen and then= ,.:n-r,il_ ihe

dea'ch of Ðcrrrrii;ian three years 1a.'r,er" Tn i:his fonrr the åryieoLa

and the Gernani-a lrere pr;bliLshed a"round- the yea"i ge _4."D. Bui

things r,ie3'e noi'r 'oegirrnl-ng tc in;crc-,ie 3 rEnol.¡ (a"-fter the d.ei_¡."bh. cî
Domitian) at long las.b cus spíri'b revj.ves'! (Uç) are hj.s i+otrd_so

The genere.T- inprovemen'o at t?:e beginriíng of -bhe 
se cond cen.l,çry

ci:.1mina-i;ed ìn a. nev¡ policy of territorial- e:rpe_nsion nnder the

rul-e of T::a,jan-" Ttr-is reversa-l of the ord.inances of -Ê.ug¿stäs sas

io Tacii.us almos'ii a re-birih of ¡Eoine and r¡ith i.ç jre assa.ned

a nililant a.'¿tåÈud-e i;ci.¡e.rcls all" ciher natic,ns and. re"ces. Tllus h&s

preseni '.[:,.dertakings, his historj-ea]_ i^¡orks properj beeane tl netu::ed

with this sggressi.v-e im¡:eria.l ,,,Jå.)r c¡f ihinliing, ?his .nay affo¡d.

sc{Ììe sae"È of e:ip1-=n:.i,i0n cf 
"¡iiai; might oiherl+j-se seen t+¡o :_l-rnost

inccrnpe.iiblo- a-'biiiu.des t,o',¡ards rel-ations betr,reen p::ovineial,s ar.d. .r,hej_r

Lmperial masiers*

-'? Ê?*
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Ta.citusl lras been seen to re jol s,* in the .leryibaxj-a.-1 e:(-

pa-ns3.on af the Enpire anc to har¡e d.isapproved of rho polåey c¡f

åu:,gustus anC T:lbe::ius af fir,nly establi-shing hniits beyo-r:e i+i-rieh

i"b Hes proposed not to expard. tite Þnpirre" Tn e,xpressång nis
z'egre'b to the read_e::s tha-b he is cornpe]l"ed" to Cescråbe .bhe

Principa.tes ån tær"ns of lita.nies of tris.ls, e;iecui;ions a.ni suicj-des 
"

ha p"nlr, ?raf.uy< i.¡here hi.-s interests ¡¿nd. aspirations &:rrv €\,.-.Llr L,c,JÍeys i,.,here hiE j-nterests and aspirations &3ovu anc th:."¿

he t.¡oul-d '¡:e irappier descri bing ¡.,,¡aFSp ba_ttles and seiges tf4O) "
One mà'!- fairl¡. eo*clu-d.e Luha;u not his least interes-b in pubtic
affair's I.ras ihe err;.Í anc mili-?;ary ser¡rice" This sen-bj,nsrrt He.s

iiletrl,cated into Ìrim, no d.obbt, from earl-ì est youth; one ¡.+lzo ,¿Íã..fl

tc enbark upon a. polÍ_i;ieal ea.reeï hað. io expeei that he ¡¡cuJ-C be

ca'lled' u-pon 'i]o assj st in or even to supe::riixe i:he acministration
cf sÕn1e provånce, i+he::e railita.r;r action, cï" at l-east .i;he contro1

aî annies r'¡ouLd- .fa"ll r¡í-i;hin his ¡'ange cf duties " Tnåeeû durång

fcur yeê'Tj c-f ihe reign of Ðornitian, Taej-tr.ls ,ïa.s â,",rå.r1r fz,mr Rcme -
e.l-'nost ce:r.'ia.ån1-;.2 on .some assigumei-rr -bo the provinees {:_¡¿) " iíis
con-bact -'¡ith Rc,qne 1s mili'Uar¡' poi"los in ihe prorrínees mus¿ haye been

Í ner¡i'bable , lli-s or;n father-in-1ar,i he deseribes as e. ?vii. mir-ita::is r

{l P), a-ì-though a'"b i;i:e tåme of l+hic?.l Ta.cirr:.s is spe-.J::ång Agricol-a.

ecul-d i:.e.r¡e hað. nc nore tjran a J ear as L m j_l ita:r¡, trj-bune a-nd-

*'hTc¿c )¡aa:'s a,s a- rlegaiu.s legionisi (i¡#) o cornel"ius Fusc,;r.s, +.he

p::oetlna- o:' af -fhe iäçortairt fi:cin.bier p:,r.;vinces of pannonie¡ lrad lnå
llo previ ous miliia,ry experi enee, )ret his rnili.bi::y responsibili_Ì:ies

i'¡ere verr greai; {lw) " the,se facts incr-icate 'biren ti:.at despite
Jåe faei that his fund.anei:ta-1 elaims tc noie l.jore his liie:,ar;r
a-nc legalis-i;ic a"bi't î-bies " Ta.ci,rrr_s could. 1_ay som,e clai¡r io hiah



mii-itary nar:ku and to Èhe qualificaèíons Ðeeessary to discuss

míIiÈary matters ',¡åth some au.thorå.ty"

His love of, ti:e old. Roman republic fs exeeeced by hås love

for Rome itsel-f, and this needs no stronger evidsnee ths.n hís

obvíous eoneern for his city duÉing tirnes v¡hieh¿ brought peaee but

aÈ the sarne Èimæ èhe lnfringement upon personal liberty" I,trhatever

b.i.s vieus ì;pon the charaet'er of the Fríneipate he d.erives great

p1eastref?c,m'Û,neknow1edgeÈhatRo¡nei^IaSstrong"anImperla-3.

poh'er ar:d a faetor infl.ueneing realse¡g be;r6¡.6" the l-l^mj-is of her

Empfre.He1ovedthesenSecfgneatnessthaèèhíspowerbrougiri:;
rrVol-ogeses w8.s aecustamed -bo foreign os+,en'bati.ori.gaessts he s-r,aLÊs,

u¡hen drsseribing the possåble affrcnì;s 'bhat the Ro¡rai:s måght infticÈ
upon his brother"Tirirjai;es"tr0le¿rl¡rie he eontånuese tshe dåd noü

understand, hr*¡ i.tre Rorns.ns r¡al-'ue real por{ei.e br.¡.È disdaj-n åts

vanitÍesî, (l¿n5) 
^

l¡ihat-er¡er tlre rceihocl cf prcviaeial. govemiment, tha'L 1,rs.s eiuployeC

hower¡ar great might be the stature of the eïìlperor i-n Èhe oyes of

the pro*råncåe^ls, åi .s"'&s i;he a::ny l,¡hich not o-n}¡" in þ.ae Las.b rassr*e

ensr¿red the cchesion of '6he &npire, bui; the various s.i;a.ges during

the republÍcan ers.e had actl,i;:.11;' eeused- it,r,o be assenbl-t¡d-" The

a.riïF Èhe:'efoeø is e¡¡i,1en"bl-,v vej*:y nuc?r i.n -b,ìre -bhc.,ughis of f¿ci iusp

and. he makes suJ:o that ihe readmr is not e_-r-1o'¡oc'l_ tc fo::g-ei i,Ls

ånporba:ice j¿r' the Enpi:'c for sn;¡ ler:gii: of iime"

Ifu.eh infor'.*ra'L,ion ce,n be found in his,".¡crks cc:nee;,ning-i;he

Ä -i -.-^ a i ¡L.i ^.- ^ çio--Lspcs;L lr-olf ol- -¡aií ous units j-e ihe ve_"rj ous p::crii.nees (l ¿e ) ; t!:*

CeÈstils cf ni1-íiary straiegy ernplo;.rsfl zl in¡;cli;ani baLi]_es tl¿l)
ere g-irren, af i;hough i n such a \izf as to eause nos-b mJ-l-irary

his-borians to der:¡;,li:: of his zccu.racj/ (14s), but ye-b in suffieiei:il



de'¿¿ii -t,t fui'nisl¡ r:rs.rtlt fe"c-bs l¿hish i'lo';-l-c c-Lhe::r.¡i-sû hai's baer:

fo:'gobb:ü" There å::e al-ão discussícns oii sucir subjecr,s as teryl.5

cf serviee fo:: '¿he sc-Lr1i-ra::su a.ncl the :'ebe-"1-lions iha'b icok

p-1 ace r¡he¡.l diss¿ll;i-sîa.c'biou arc-{:ít o"'s a *onseíjueircû (urg} " T!:e,*¿¡

-r;oi:icsr howayez'p fov -hhe nosi; pa:'i give I Ít-il-e ind.ieation of

Tacitrls I cwn vie'¡s e:;cep'b ån ir."ej-denùal- renayltis, "l,s åt is no

parb of Ìihe p::ese:rt pu:-pose -bo disc',¿ss Ronan ar'¡i¡-q excep'í; j-n so

far as Taci-bus r ab-bitude -b,o'"¡ercls then e¿rn 'be aseer.-bained, i-F"

r¡il1. be upon the indidei'rùel remarks that a-tf,er:.t,j-o:r r.¡il-l lnz=rÊ 'bo

be focussecl .

rhec"e is oile pcÍm eoirearníng Ro¡:an Tmperirl- a:r;ri+s -LiraÌ;

Taeii'us cepl oros mrlîe 'i;i:an all- othe;:s u anrl tha r is the laek of

dis,:ipl-1i1e dispS-a"yed b¡r ther-r ai; var'j ous iì nes! r,he ni;¡cbe:. of

co,nrnotrfs that he roa.i"es cl1 t i:*s topie is cre:''*'iie.ì-r.iirrg. ?he

t+hoie poinb of discipl-lne * ihe .,,.¡hol.e poin-b i rrj-eeC of iravirg a

rniLli br-rr;' s¡'stera - i-s 'Lo be a-bJ-e r;o d.e,îerlcl scnc id.ea-l_, and ihis
i,leal- r:ntlei' the E;n.pi-r'a lJå-e iile e¡ïJ.lï'ot himse-l-f" Iþ" lías s(:ej] i.n
åhe ciseussiori of the 31"Þ.j.estas î or trea;:on ra,,¡s (r¡o) ¡ha.i; tire

rna;esi;' of tire Rornan pecptr-e i,'a,s je opa.rrlisec, nol only å.s ;^¡hen ån

ropu'c-l-iee-n ì;i ne.: the::e wa.s a. quest:-o:r of en à:-;r0]-z s bet-i,aya3- by

an ind-iviCuai or sqîå o-bhe-r. crine r.rhicir -boday 
',¡oi:l-* rz,:nk_ ¿._q

ïÌ:igh 'treason ì, bu',; -wi:en Ð-n effron1; l.ri-ìs offera,l" tc the enpercr rs

peï'son" The eÍnperore althcugh ilo-ü rep¡lesenLa.t-'Lve of Ronan ôpinÍ.cn,

ha-d becc'ine z kind. of a reps:erserì;a'bioi: oz. pa:'scnif-ì ea-¡:ion of RgíÌe

ilself ¡ ¿.nd so when a solC--i e¡e no matbei. -¡lei; his ranJ<u proias.;od

his i.mclying l-cyaiiy to a, b:-'"d eilìpel:Ðre he we-u r.¡:l-iir ihe a-çtprana;-

of recitr-is bec¿-use he 1då.s, Ín rel.lii¡', pr.o-uestlng his 1pya.1-b;r te
Ror¿e " Th.¿s ir'heilu fuini;us Juni.us Bl-¿ie,sus soughi -bo p-rlt clown bhe

--L ir{) -



robellío¡: of Lhe Pe.i$onian ]-egioils, he cried. "Dye .f or:r hands in
m:f bLcÔ1 ins-bead.å ft r+cu.1d bo lsss crininal io kill- yori:î ger:e:r,a1

tha'n io rel:el- age.inst ii:.e 6ripei:cr" As l"o::g as r live f shall
keep m)' troops louv¿1 - rf r die, nf dea"ür ïiíll he.!-p to i:i,ing
-uhem to 'i;hei-r sensesr¡ (r¡r) . The most perfeet, po:,ì;raya]- of
lo;raltir :l-s Si'¡ei:. 'l¡)' Ta_citus a_s erlning fron tlre marÌ i+ho had i;jr,e

most tc gain from disicyalt,ø" i:lhen Lhe Ger*aä J_egions 1.,:,ged

Gertnanícus to aceep'û the throne ins bead of a1lor+ing Ti'¡erius ta
beco¡ie esialcl_Í sired¡¡

tehe leapl cff the dias â-s if theír criiainar i nta*,oions
r"'Íeïe po1-1-uting hi¡r. ' " .and. :n<lveri. àraÍ'. " , "Then shcr,iting .orrst

deatn 1¡IåS bei,f,er than d-isro;,,'a1ty he pr.l-l-r_e,l the sr+orc frgrn

his belt anrL lifteC. it ås thougir i;o plunge it i4'bo his ehest
¡/r ra\oooøolj.>aj.

adã

Cthef åns'r,¿nceg :1e.,¡,ea1 the I,or.zerenos

held;b)¡the ?lrnies " fhe sa-'l_u-i;atioi: o,l

cl.edÍeafion of iheir enUe-::prises)

fea:5ure o.-î mil-i'La:r:y ¡,'r"ccedu::e (tSii ;

d.c¡ne ¡auspici.åF:- 
. i Fg::q-i?riE t (_',-5l+) 

"

r.par'ù fron his love of Rc.le Ís impe::iai greatness and i:is
dj.ssatj-sfa.ction i^rhen she i.ras riaking no ne¡^Í st::ides in the d.iraei:ion

of tex-riio::ia1 aggra-nc'risemenb, there is å, further ?eä-soi1 fo:: hiç
cislilce of ihe s-bate of aff*.irs when ar.rni.si: har¡o no nel¡ conquesis

to make; i-dleness o-f th.e scldie:"y renders i't dÍ:îfieui$ to enfoi:c*

c-iseip-l-ine u and. t,o ar¡oid. a i,:ncency for ,ohen Èo become s cft
and. effem'inate as e ronsequenae (rgg) " The resì!_t of ,ûne lr_u,,*r

of the troops 'lte,s unbri,åred r,i cense in all- diree bions (rló) , Tt

riras nontioned el sen¡he::e ïnat, there i s e close an,alogy und-er the

j-n ,,.'hici: èhe eînpe:'ûl: r.4as

the enpÐyor (a sorÈ of

by iuhe Ð.r'rny l{rìs Ð. t+ell-knoi"¡n

a,1.1. iheir unde::-i;akings',Jere



fupire between the degenerate state of the Sente sben mosü

of its powers Bere ånpalrecl by the enperorr anô the undisclplined

st¿te of the arny when there nere no wa'rs to occt{pj it (t5Z).

Both these polnts are often rolteratæcl it wor¡ld be very

cliffier¡lt, a¡nrt frøn belng untrelpftrl to the present purposee üo

cørpÏLe a ecmprehensive catalogrre of aIL such a$&usions.

the state of abn¡rdaree ad sealtb whleh the &rpire enJoyeil

coatrested unfavorirably wtth the greater virility of leEs prosperor¿s

and Less oivflised, raees; arul tbeir reLaüire fortnnes are refleeted,

in the starôatds of dlselpllne anrl of actual bravery Ln battle"

Calgacus ls urging the Brit'ons to bravery nakee as orÞ of hls

nein pof^nte the contrast botween tbe rcbo1ee fiLouer of Britaåat -

the Britons fLgbtrr¡g siloply for freedcm ffi oppressíon a¿1 slavery-

ad the insatlable asd amogant Rø¡ans who glve robbery, butehery

qnd rapfne t'he lofby nårae of ¡&npires and wbose bravary 1n war

eould,, be believeê, nevsr nateh thelr r*antornese Ln peace (f59)"

!ûr1le thÊ Ronnans were oceupiecl r¡1th th€ olvil" wars of 69 A.D"

BTbe barkrlans now learnad., like anf Rcmans, fo

condone seduôtivo vLces ¡¡hlle t'be Í¿tervenüios of our

elvåL wars gave a reaeon¿b1e eaeuse for inaetivlty" There

wase however, a seriqus outbneak of nutiny, for the troops,

accustomed to canpaf.gnsp Etr riot in peaeen (t5Ð.

Altbough ln the Gennar¡la no neution íe na.ile of defLcient Ronen

diseipltne, Taeitus greatly adsåres ths pronness ln wa.r of the

Ge¡uen trlbese a¡d regards thæe ln faet, as fhe greatest

mllibry threat ever levelled against Bcnnan nighü (f6o),

The rebeLLions of tbe Pa¡nonLan a¡¡d Gerua¡ legions w6re caased
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a a!^

prir,rr.ril-y by b'aC Císcipli-ne;

!!Befo::e 1ong, eiìs);- living a-rd. íd,r-eness .l¡err all bh,e

*.pnn-o r.rq¡*¡¡l " the idea af r+crk a-c* discicl itra hêe;ììïr3 rliÉ-:;vJ31. C¿:1.Á U;.J:JIr-r-¿frç U3\J(.iU9 'J-

-l-,a.s befrrl': , Taci-t'-rs sÐJ s oÍ -Lile ]¿.r:rcni=-ir l egioi:s . Jr= i:

::eball-ion i,iF.s instigr-ted. bj¡ one 3ei'cennius, tiho e 'before his

mil-iiaz'y s;e-rrri-ce, had be,ln rEpi"cfessi cnal- a-.p.p1-a.r-Lse-ì-eader j-.r *"he

Ì;he.-be:: " " . " "er"t)eiienced in exc-i tii:rg cl:c,,.rd-s -bo eireez' ac"LorsÌ! (l-61) .

Tha re'''¡ol'ì: of ihe Gerrc.an J-egi-ons, iilcu-gh cn a nucrr 3-reater scal-e ,

?rad '.L; orL gi.n in ihe seme l-aek of cl.i-seipLine (f6Z) . TÌ-rrou3hcui;

ì;ho cl.esc:'ip'u.ions of 'bhese iwo, :'ebell j-oi:s, Tacitus deplcres bhe

poo:' clÍ-scipl ine tha'¿ haå" B-i.¡en ri se Lo lhe mu';inì es. Itlr.l:ei on

¡a'rth - r el¡¡,Á AôÌômr;1i nr3ã t¡çA 1-.i.-'.a...ô;l + - .i-'i.^-t.- 4.-*,-,,-. ¿'JÇ.! 'J-!2 L.Ð L:iJ. !.v'.,r-.r.r-\/u-,rå t+.v- L-o.L¿y.i:Lcc- Uri !À¡rr:¿ rq:rrvG,f 9 ;".faCiiiOnei

nril-itary -liscipl ine . . " . "?i¡ (1-Ø) " i^il:on Gerrnanicäs had b,=en compe.l-l-e,å,

by his -b::cops tc gt"ant pej, j.neïe¿_ses a"nd lega.eies,

tËthe gene;'a.l Caeciil¿ tool'; bhe ::enr.ainlng -bi+o bri"geCres l¡ae-lr i;o

ilre iibi-a"n ce-i:j-ì;al-, T-i; ilras E. sca.nda-.|-ou.s march, ,Ta_gi_e,,sbancLa;:c"s

ar;d, 'Llie cash sto]-en [.sieJ fron iile corn:¡:r-'d,Bv" all ]iü?e

cç,-rri",:C al o:rg iogei)he:ri¡ (:.ózl) 
"

Ta-cij;us noì; orù;' discu-sses i;he effee l:s of l-e.clr of disciplr_ine

rlpon Roman. lJarfa?e; drunkenness uni1e:'ailJ¡ eireums.ba,trces ires e

c:-use of hi-q ângel: * anc in 'i:Ìre ßaÍüp ir: pzrl:!_cuJ_a:r iL j._q mçsL

r:-nl-ikel)¡ 'Lhat, he bhouglrt it ccnd.uc-,,j_ve to gcod- cisci.plÍ::re ii,!r5) ^

Thus ire rela-i:es

t1the Ge:läa.ns rrere 1-ying i-:ri bed

una-f::aid L¡j-'l"h no sêri*,?i e.;i pcs.ì,ed.

lsaLior. er¡k-ì1.)rì/ritei.e " 0"i ü€rr -ii:ere

ccrdi-+"iôit ¡ias cite of pes.ce - i¡:

drua'lten pïos:þ-¡3ì;i enrr 14/o) "

or besicle ihei:: t¿-l:les

?hero i;a.s careÌe-*s disc::ga.rL*

r.ii:.s:ioj; & +.hoLrght" Thei::

-Lhis ez.le, i-ì-i'ieoír¡'r:c1l-GíL



Thez'e ã-ïe other cccasicns fcr 1-e"c!:. of c'15-sciplir.eu Ð.pa'rt,

fron e- sca.rcit¡'- nf aggi'es;si-r,* i'lå.r s ó li.e !lj-stories a.s a ,,iho-l-e å.r{}

mcï'e or l-ess a stud;' of i:o-..- du::ilg i;he a_pp:l,lirg yùa.T ,59 ¡".O"

¿i:ere 'boolc p"l.ace z revers:.l-on io -,:i:.e sta. ì:e of a.f1'aj--¡s of thc

"l-a'i,p repu.b],icu -¡inen gei:e:.als haC. ihe:i-r.'. ciJn priva.'.;e a:*mÍ_es., a"nrl

i¡hei: the pê1iii*s of Rone irijï"e dic'ta'bed by uj:*; f-l-uc-cu:. bio¡:rs iti.
jlc¡"iur:o cf Èhe a.rrn:ies cf i;he riv¿',1 fac-bions" Tii.e scld_i ez,s T -,¡hirs

are doscpibed as being pa.pp*reC. io at eve ïy tu-rn:

rîTire generai-1-s r.¡eT"e 'aaa n;ci: i n ihe Foi,JÐl. cf il¡e mo3i. " " ,îI

he s'be-Les on c.esceibin¿ vj te-l-l-ius 1 nzrc:h upoTl Rone (!6?) .

r,atir:,T, e-ga''n speelirg cf viòsl--'!.i-us; teÌ¡,iha've'jei: i-nd.u-lgsnee s

vi',.el--Lius gr"i',ni;ecr- io irj-s gene-::-aì-s, he per.mi.r, Ler-ì- s"bilL gxez,ùer

"l ice:-r.ce 'bo bi-" nen" ftvari, L-ì¿ì.r.r. cilc::+ his oi,rn ser-;.:icÉ for
hii:nsel-f ; hc.ure¡¡i.jl' u_nfi'i, nlÊ¿ ni-gnt beu he ,.nigh r e n::rtrl in onÕ

of ',,i:e Cit'¡" Corps j-f he r,iisì':ed, ..iii:il e gcoci iilen }reÍ.û peil.jnj-rieC

'bo -i:sÌïl:.in -i.n -bhe -1-eg.ici:". of in trre a.rulilir_::;' az.-it.i:tyr :if
the;' so de:;ired.. . o1! (:.óS) 

"

ån-bcn-i us îri-ni-rs, one cf Vesi:asian r s go:rara1_s

TÊte¿,iseC '[,o be ihe b-!-e-me]-es¡ p.erscn l:e had b,reît befcre

c::er¡rona-" 
" "..ïn o*åe:: i,o -brair.L iris scr,die:"s í¡ I Íc.encÊs i:e

,:,-'i,,1 c'i"'eC 'the 3-egions 'i:,: fil._,' up "bhe ,o1-aces of i,he sl-a.,i n.

Ce r-r-i;'¡::i ons; r:hey ei ee 
""ed. 

i:¡re :ncs'L un:euJ;,- af .ihoir :i.un1:er,; ¡¡-i:i.

-i ns¡'ei¿id of go1d.i-e:':r ]iei r'g ur.id.e:: tire con-brol of tnei:' gene:.al.s,

Lhe Gei:era1s i,"rsT6r ð.r2"¿ged a-l-cng b;. uhe .;ialence cf +,hll ir
so-ldieæe " Ti:ese d-isorcerl.;. p:.cceeci nss, destru-cij_ve cf e.l-l

discipl iire, Ànioni-us l;ur-nec- tc irj-s o',..Jn profi.t. o " o . * (l ó9) .

Ths re¡;u'i t of i;his uiùapp;' s;i,e.i,e cf ztfa.j,_x:; vîr.se noi

surp:isin¿J-;iu eomplo'ce Ia@lc of cliscip.l i_neu -çith insubozdina.t_.r-or.r



P'r,å ri n-i',i nr¡ ÞÌrÊ?irr.rhõiâôvl vå,

i¡Pscen$islrr one reã.ds o , n , .rrj,jaÉ put j n cll¿_ins b;r ,nj-s

j-nsuborr],ina. l;e t::oo1:,s; ån-bor:'j_us lTo".¡e1,r.rr.s carr.! ed_ r+ii:h hírn i!c:

s,ubhcT'iiry, i.,hí1-e ßÀenrons, i.rb.c cou-i'"i;ed. ilo;cr-;,,'Lari-*,,y ,r'i.i,h irås

meä, uÐ.s as por.+eriess i:o nai r:låi.n discipl i::e â*q he rjss

"r,ger for ba b-i:let3 {fi'O) ;

and aga-in -ì,n tl:r.r såfüe doserj-pi:iûlts.,.. ".1îihe sol.d:le:rE glLr;,;ied äheir.

g:'aeC by piJ_Iá.glng the i nnoctni i:ni:a.biic.nts¡? (1f1) " Snr;r"tl;, after*
r+a--r=c1.s u s'bi:L l" spea.kÍ.ng of 'Lire ctLroni¿ri facii-cri, he srle.fes ;

rt.file 'rnost ¡.ioc"-th.less 
" " o "¿-ì3rci :ncr-rt ir;rpuCent of nen peared

.¡ío1 ent anci 'i ncliscrin:inai.e a"b'-rse Ìrpon ,&nnj.us Ge.11 i.ls* Suetonius

^lrauf-ini.rs and l4a.rj-us Celsu.s" o. o " "CcSLspícuours., amari{: ,r!:s prc.moters

of d-! sorcle:" ,.,Jerie Galba, t s murd.erer"s; ma.dderred b;, ti:e corl-

scj-ou.sçess of 'biieir gu-il_t,, the;r i+rcugi:.-{; gene:.al confus j_on3 nor.,,

cpernly preacii-irig se;1:ltion, t:c1f Nri.Lirrg se9¡6Nr-;, ta C.Lhc r? {f f¿} _

The tli-tcl-l ia.n facti on a-l-so fsceocl iLte s,aïÌe .¡:robler-ns ì;r en eve:l

greal;e:: degree ; i?-!|te cåap of 1.Ii-i+l-,r åi.rS !,jÐ"s a sc.*i:e Of d.iser:lez.u

drwd:airness anc ncctr::,na-l- o:.gies, ru.the:" ihan .f pï"oi-)er mil1ta.r;r

c-i-sciplineo ",. or! (lr;) " ¿ fu:iher. e:rarnple ms.y bo eièeid (ttt*) u

It ,uu::r:,ing then ba tt:e stand ai,il _q end. ba t he Gccis af rrlarp

he -{-np1'ot'ed. the:r,r to Cí:'ect thås lra.d spiriÈ of dj sc*rd against

the a.:rlies of the enemies:ì o

voeu-i-au a- i:.enchinen of ilo:'d.ecníi:s ws.s also inyolr¡ed- j_n repressÍ..ng

ralr-bin;rr a

räT,JeslL day, ire pu_ú ,ihe rì.ngleaclers of tire

* $o great ån that arîrn¡¡ liere the extÐemes of

and sribnissi r.,eness o . u . .1leïlce åt3ose al-1 al_te:,n¡.àicn

j;ioti and punislimen"boo.o* (l?5)

nu'bin;r -i;c dee'çh

i nsuì¡o::c'l i "ra^úiç *

of incubordin¡.*



These riois aïiong ihe soldie:"e 1"r6t=s i-n reai-Íty -!ns'te.ricesr

fcr i,he ncst pe.::-bu cf a de-!.j bere-. be p1.an cf the ganez'll conco-ite d e

gor13 ou-L of heind . The pc;1 i:clr af i'laoi ng :;he soldiery .,,¡i il: abi;nd,¿n-i;

licence 'ba plunder augmenied ;¡i'bn reguls.r d-oira.Nir¡e-s inerrÍia'bl;'

oûråsioned- f,urtl:e-¡: d"emand.s "'¡i'l-: ci: +;he genera-l*< r,¡Ðre no t, in &.

po*Í,iion '¿c meet u Jis in ihe rcp"rblicu i'b 1,Ies i_rn¡to:.-ì:an-b toy .vne

genere--l l,o maitita.in i;he mor¿rle of his i;roops a'L & higir levetr""

zrrc1 he ifes generr"all.¡' will ing to a'1"Ì 6-,^¡ hj.s Ì;roops Èc p1.u-::Cer

r...,þss'sï€T i;hei:" ma.rehea "bock 'L.hern * €Ï¡ßn rïr Ita_l-i_en scil" The

J -' F.lri -".'l ¿* a -- --c.r t-:t--1c1¡-t-!y t'¿.f i¡- l-,he fzet, tira-'*, as Ta.ci-eus r:epeai;ec1,v uo,pi u-$su

-bhis 1-ì cence brceds & s¡..,Í-ri-l iroè ccnC.'.:c-bie'e. tc narini: iiri,-ng gocd

oc'dev at timeel '*k¿err su-ch. so-'l-ådarity r.Ias reciu-iÍ¡red-.

.[.nciher compl.a.ini; of c. 'rrê1:;rr simi]-e.r na_tuz.e ,vû Èila L ji:.sÈ

discu-ssed, wh:Lch lac j--bus re eari:onil;' rnalies, i s agai-ns b ilie ,craci,iee

cf the c.cna'bj.ve-" er"rpl.cyed hy genera-l-s å.s I furilre:' meå.n.j aî

Ê-'-1i'1'J¡ing f¡.v-cu.rr ¡¡i-bh the-i,r' trocps. fiie need. for susÏ: b:.iþ-,es

ccristi'bu'Les ft'¡' ?aeí-tus en er-Lcji-ii¡inl- pîc:ef tha.i; oi:eCisnco i_n ihe

ar"'ly had degeneral;ed âar'bel.c,',,'the sianda::ds of the old- Roma.ns"

-'.olhen Galba failed 'çç gírre 'L.i:.e troopa 'rha iLcrn¿¡.tíve -b}:ey jra.c¿ ê?r*

poctedu lacil,us i s conpel-].eC i;a a.dmit thaì; *¿hj-s l,rå.s a r¡ristake ori

-u?Lt: pa::t cf the empercr * 'ghe ni-sts-}ie of ascribin6. gree_-ber nerí.t,

lo 'ihe present-d.ay so-1-clis;i;' than the;r in fa.c"L daserveC.

a a1

T?r'î..1 ì.re c

en] Ä i onc

rrrhe;'e is no ccr;.bt that the sllghtest iibera.l-ity on the

pa-rt of 'üire nÍ.ser'l-y c1cl- ûan wo'r;l-ci ha-r¡r¡ ..,rron then over ¿

o1c1*i,torl"rl rígcur" and. iirfl e:eibil_åi;' - q;:a]ities èc ,*}:iel.¡ \:te

r1o lcr:gel equal * prcr.rs¿ his ruj,nr¡ {1.26) "

e eou-rer of anger and disappcini;nent tc -bhe orc.in:ir;r

'- trhe eom,rnon he:'d ? * sines they rega.rded su.ch done",rir.res



es their dueo Taei'tusi irony J-s usod. very hea.¡il-i'-iü d-escribing

another d ona. bi'r¡a " l.Iien:oe \,Ja,e â.11 o-'l-d anci re spec{:ed. city in Ge,r-r-l,

j-nf o '"¡hj-ch Rcrnan troops ht.ð. entereC. u:riler 't/al e'ûs " 8.s -vlârl ihei¡.

cust'øn, the eol.d.:iex's itey€ì a.bout to ec,tmence p1.','-n'f erii'ig, br,:-t

trfale¡rs ¡nadc å pl:eÍ:erìt of tnree i:uird.recl ses'berces to

eïery so-l.cl.j-er¡ 'Llten at l-as'i Ì:he antS-qui_ty and. ctignity of ihe

toion;r pr.erra.i-ì-ed r¡ith bheni, and the;' l-ist¿*ieC, ,,¡i-þh approl:a-båcr:.

t¡he¡:r Fal:ius ccmnenC-eC to theic" leeer1-.íng the life and security

of tuhe iniie.bi -l;s ntsrt (1??) ,
\

ExaebL,w sidiler is a l-a-ter arredccte of Ctl'ro atternpting 'i,c pe:'suåCe

his 1,::ocrps '¿o ret'uzn to sarx.p af'¿er a chao'bic enc- to a banquet,

i+irich he himsel.f }:ad h.e-l-C', Si;eeches ,¡¡ere rnad.e by' kris lieu-'i;enants

¡rlii-cli r*snded in ea.ch må.n har¡ing pa.-i-d doi+n to him the su.,ÌÌi cf
five thousanc' ses-ber"ees " The:: aL lastrr ecnr-nents Ts-ciiu.s, ?s ctho

.¡ei:-bu-rec intc ce-inpir. " " " 
({;B¡ " vespa.sian, rrîÊ erê -bolc l.ater (l?9}

rna.de e" fj-nir stand. age.inst nil-itary' la:.gesses - a,cL thereby

grea-'biy Ímp:"cvecl. hís eltm;¡" ].,her-r f"he Vitell--i-ai1 3.1Ìi;r :'eeel¡ed

Fan¿m Fo;:tu.na.e on rou-be for Rome (:-so) u ihe m,en de.;Lltiou.sS-;r.

el ainourod for a. Îcla-vis-riurin ? * stz"iie'b]-¡r an al-t o-,,+anee for shoe*

*1çt:,\*

nai.r' s; Èhe sc.l.tliers i.joï"o inpatieni3-;r greed;;" and. pS.undered the stores
'bef':ve '\he're ìr"'as eny pcssibility of the cloira'i;j.ve being suppl.åed j-n

a mcrc o:"C,erl;' a-ird. ecrui'i;a.bl-e fashi.on" liot"cieonius met ¡"rouble r^¡hen

he four:f' he corJ.d. not red.eem rlre prcm,i.ses of dona-tives he had-

¡rade (1.81") 
"

The;res.r'cg å.Ð" th+n exåi-bited alr. tha chare-cteristics cf
l.aclc of d.isc-ip1-ine i^n. the ?.rir,y that TaeÍtus J-oathed.; bu.L it 1.rås

4rL exceptioi'ral- yeer â b:'ief reti.:¡'n to -l;he nightilnare of the

yaars imnodiatel-;r befc:ce the end of the Ropu,blic. Tt nirsi, ba



remein'beî€C" tkz.l 'i:his dí;scussi-cn eorieerns onl.:r aonditicns in

eriistance s.l, the t-j mo ..+hen Taci bus r¡rã.s i'rr-i iinge 'i;hat is oarl-y

i il the saso'nt century. *,1though he m.rs'ù ha#e remenbe::eå the

.i'eaï of tÌlr foor erìl.perol:se i-t r;ra"s i.n rlo ::es;:ec-b typicaS cf

ecnoliiions, thiroy or f array yes-ï's lator" Ì'Ter¡crtireless¡ as ha.* heori

seen Tacj-'Lus ha-d experience ni-ir çhe amrJts enC. he i.ías .i¡el-l ei^lzrs

-uhe1 slackne ss cf rlisciplS-ne l ed ti; ecntempt foc' all fo¡rns of

suborC.i-na.tion, a"r.d thence, :if the sol.d j.ers i.iere not cireeked, ia

ricì;ing anrL to open insu-rrec-båcn" He favor-u.ed-, doi;-b+,1*ss, the

np çtnarli', n.l" ¡ f¡ i z. ó'¡i'ì rr r.¡-l-.= lf *f l ?rr".i-.-.-.--r - .-.. Jç \-L,rÊl e v¿! nc d"cna bíves e.s a

,"rìê4rrc n'1 n:;r,-t"v^it¡s f¡rro].lry.-Â:.!v(.!+ o

Ï'i r,^jas n,enti-olred in the 'ori-ef ;uï'vey of 'uhg life cf Taeiti:.s

i]S3 ) that h.e i.iâ.s in all p::cb:-'r:i.1-ì ry prcr.rincia.l- gr1¡e n)or ì ¡r åsåe

i-n 1-12*33".3 Å"D^ This i'rou-1,3 åc a" J-*rge ex+"en'i; e:*pl-airr his d.eei-'

i.nteresl'b -ì-n eo"sts:i:n aiffai.rs " iji"s Cee cri.pticns of the prarinces p.b

the ea-stez'n erul of the l.fed-i'Le-::ranea-E a::e rurine:"o,,f,sp anciu if one

Èriçs *'o keep a'n aecura-lle cheelc oTi i;he var-i-ou.s 1;iügs i.¡l:o r¡;l.ed. i n
'bhe rra"riou-s stai"e s, pe:";1.e;.;ing , Iiis kncio,leCge of i;he easÈ í,c

suffíe-a errt for bim to make olla o:' 'b''¡o gene::al- co¡rynenès a.bou-t tj:e

eharecteriË'oì-cs of the peopl-es ¡,nd tirerefore Èhe a'rnri-es cn Èi:.ose

l-anrfs " Ti'e greaLes'r, ellpi'rasi-r:

a,'l ¡hcudii¡ i¡ desc:i.bi ng cns

states ti:a-b

ItCorubr:j-o fou.nd. ihe.t hj_s o1,jn menl s sla.ckness a üo3'se

trouble the.n enetï;¡ treaci:ery " j{is broops ira.d ec'ne frcn Syrie,

Deno.-.'a1i.s:d, by jfarrs ¡f pe:icee they 'uooli b:-c1-1;' to eand.i-t,ior:is

of service in i+artime " The Ð.Trty ac'Lua.] I y eonèained. old sol"d ie::g

r¡ho had- Er?-,ior been on gu:.rd or" i.,rat,ci'.i, who fou:d rtlnparis ary&

¡1

pl-aced upcn -Lhei:: tree.che::;' (iE/,.) 
u

Ccrbul-o I s eas-Lern ea-mpaigns, Tacitcis



ditches silra.nge norreltíes anri içho olrrr€d neither hefuret, ncs,

brea.st-pl a'r,e * f]-asi-ry mone;"-maker-s r+i:c had ¡qold ie::ed in tcL.nsrt

I I e<.1
\'¿/ I o

Rr:-{: j-f Fa.r¡hian tre: chel)¡ cc''lf-c, l:e errdu.r,ed u Taci-uris vould no'b

alriáo 'l'.hoi". nr.osli¡¡j¡r.' 'i:o n'! +j-¡,¡ ihatu Pe-fthio trâs â¡n.?.r1âel-,in.r p¡--v¿i_J-r I vi¿av r c-¡ er¿¿$ lau-!? siJijr vr,,v¡rJ_Ilë! t,"t.rl¿J:1

j.t-r pol'rs3'i 'the ?¡;mi11atôons thai P¿;.er',rzs I Cefea-ted. l egions u¡:.deri;eri'i,

Iry'cd.ilce ger"uine ?er:Ìorse j-n the his bcr.ia-n { rg6) . The humilia-i;ion

i-n bat+"1-e \..ras al-mosi;-çhe suprems eatas-i:::ophe Èo the Roirre.n, *Ïie

d-efe¡.t of fi¡e¡-*us r tr-e3iors ìn 7 L"D " consta.ntl¡r reirkl-es in Ta.citus t

nind, anl. firrds scl'er¿.,]- tren+,j-oïlFj;

desti:o3'ers of ',,Iatri:c-l âl:lå h.is atrIs

fo-rnridrrbl-a of Rome ts onenies:

ieFrom Ca'esar the;i ¡:tcJ.e Vart-rs an.d. his à,!r::ee legions, it
,¡.ia-s no1; i+itirc*t pa:-nful- l-o¡s 'i;i:at Gaius l.{a.riu.s snicte ¡,he

Gernp-ng in Iiai-y, );ha'i ',,he Ceified- Jul ius srnote tire¡n in
Gaul-, l"h¿*, Dru-su.s, ITerc and. Ge:r_-rne.¡r.ic-us srnc¡-i:e then i-n i;heir

ol',rn ircrnes " ' . " they' h¡.ve :in recen'b -bines supp15-eC as r¡i-i:i: ïílore

triümpi:s bi:¿n r¡i.c'c.o:-i e.srt (l-8?) .

Ge-rrnanieus I ereetion of an alta.r t,o ,úhe vi etj-ms of 'r,,r:,¿t, Cefoat

in the lou.tobu-rgian Foresi i-s descr:l-bed at length, vrith consírl-ere.ble

pa.thos (f-SB) u e.ithcr-r.gh it ¡nu-st be sai.d- that Ta_e.i.bris 1 speaks higi:J,.;-

of Àrrili i:ius ùi:.e -,¡¿.nc,r-isher of Varu.se s-nc i+lien he dÍ.es u as the

:resuli of hj-s rele-tions î treacl:.er¡', TB-ettu-s peyß hj-m a. vee"J¡

ha.nd.sone 'uritruto ("1-89) 
"

The defeat by T.Iologeses of Paeèus is a bit+,er e"¡erit for
Teeitus tc, ?la=o'Ð to record." "',,ihen corbulols troops came to help

Paetus ? Cefeateri^ arrnies, he s'r,ates:

r'There -h/es no display of decoretions or s.irns to poinL a.

t¿̂!g

aÈ

ra-bes the Ger¡:¡.n iril:e-c¡ ùh*

ha.s l:een seen, ,q.s -i;he inosi



eensorioì.lÉ eÕntrest. Corbu-lo¡s Tirs'tte ín sa6 synpathyfor

theír fellor,l-soldíerso i1?ep*u so bitterly Èhey they cou.ld. herdly

salute them" Successful ments incentlves, rival-ry í ¡1 valour ancl

ambition for glorovn r.ies"€ goneô ln the lor^¡er ranks espeela3-l.yu

pity vras the prevaíli-ng ernotíorrts (f9O) 
"

One dces of eourse expect a good Roman like Tacibus to sho'*

regret at defeat' and jubllaÈion upon "'råeèoqy, ;'ret the abo¡¡s

pictrrre, e"rþrr r¡'hen. a.L"Louance has boen made for hís lo"¡e cf tire

drsnaticu seoms to be ra-bher axtr.a-'ragantn

Treachory i.n r¡¿rr@fare Taci'bus doerios: it is the salient

charaej;erieÈic of the Fa.rthåans¡ âs i{e.s seen aborreu e.nd no sel.f*

respect.ï-ng Roma.n ann$ i.roulrl stoop to i'b" He negrets thaÈ Armi-n:Í-us

suecirmbed èo the treaehery of his femi-ly, although his deabh

renoved a grea't, ilroøn froin Rone¡s si'åe (fçf) , fnd.eeC., Taci'bus

reJ-e'bes

-lYo-

tÞa let{,en trras read frcm Ð. chieftnin cf Èhe C}:.attå,

offeri::g to kill. An¡rinias if poisozr îrore sea'b hjfi foy the

joir" The repcrtod âíISr¡tr3T rras t!:at Romans take vengeanßÊ on

'bLreir eneni,¡r¡ not by unCorhand tri-cks, T:u-t by cpell foree of

B.rnlss By'ihj-s elevated seni;imeni; Tirce'rius invi-becl eomparåscn

i.¡i-'Lh ihe geiæ:'eås of oitl.e i,riro had forbidrle::, ad. d.isc"l-csed,

i:he pl-an to prcviåe poisr:n to i¡ill- king P,vrrhusl¡ (tçZ) 
"

Suc'his su::prist ng, aftey' rcad.ing this pes sage " 
-bo finå 

^ 
e. senj;1i¡enì,

¡ì^^ 4r^1 1^,..!- .-,u::ä ¿ u: ì_ v,./lirlÉ.

itThei: Corbuh seni; a.goni;s tc i¡Cuce 'ül:e G::ea'Le:r C::aucå

-,o suïreird.ei', a.nd, f o i::e,p e-::;i kil- l- G¡lnlranscus u The bs'ai: .'iäs

si-iccessfu,l-* Be-;rr1 - C.iz'ected. a.ga.i-.:st s. dese::te:: 'r¡ho hað. b::okeri

fa.iÈh it -.i'res nor" dishoriouro.bi-ei¡ (193) 
"

Õ,;i



Thi; is s. so¡'ld(>ning of treæ citÐi)¡ und.ey co:id-iticns of t prciroca-b:.'cri.

ri th.e i:robocaiion can be allove,L -Lo ha-ue j u-; bÍ-fied -b::ea+her;r ia
*"i::is iyisi,aiLee, t'kere een be nc j rsti-fiwaÍ:i-in ¡¡hate-u'e,i: fcr such

å-11 r.:-nchir¡¿1.-r'-::ous piece of , casius'úi:y a.ii €t le. Lel" pg.ssãge ccr:tp,- j-rts 
"

t?}Te;çN ð-z-:1, tire 'bo*¡nsrneir of Uspe sent eiiïoJ¡s asicing fo::

'bire Í::ee pcpui.l-s.'i:i-cn Èr¡ ?¡e spareC bu'u offarirrg No h¿.nC o-úe:¡

ten t'iror|sanc sl-a-.¡e$. Tiie vir:tori orig Rcrr'rs.ns re;ec bed. Lllis

1:ropcsal- or.l the grcur.is tha-b it irí¿s bari:arous 'bo s-1-augh'bsr

men i+ho had suirenCrs.::ed, bu-L iray'i1 tc prov-iCe guard.s fo:

sueh ,r,a.rge nr¡nbe:'s - l:etter th¿t ihey s?iourf-d be sl ain in

noïirû.::: i+arfa"re " So 1,he so.l d í erse '.^¡ho lla-d. s,ta-l-ed the Cefences

cn ladd-ers, l,JÊ)ro g:ivel orc1ei:s to kii-l-; ai:d. ti:e inh¡lbi L¿r:i;rE

r.,ie:.e exte:r,li-:4'.'bedrê (l-g¿ ) "

TaciÈ,r:.-" d oe s not íiÕerÌl 'úc n¿-,"e cons ic.ez'ed. i'he fec't r:ltp.! rhe

P¿rP'bhians p:ro:J.'Jr.cù equ-r.1i;" con¡i:rc.-lng .l .ci:lL?..a3iio¡rs c,1 ar::l- ,?]irllscG fot
Ì;hei:' o-vJn iysattrÊy7r, per..hî:iJs every'bi'ï, i?rõ ccg.ai:f; e.s thosc cf ti:e

Ro¡ne.ns.



CCi\:C-iUSI0f

ïn 8. pe.per cf this 1-ei:gi;!: j- tr fo*s be,:n impossi.bl-e ta dis*É'ss

oï/i)î:¡ a-spe.e L of Tacii-¡.1s i ci:i ni-c:ts, i:r-ib i;!:'e ,ccili-cs i+hich hi'"tre b¡¡''E::

clicser: f cr si:ecial a-i-,,,en-Li-oü are of & sufficieirl-'l-;' di'r¡erSe rLa'Yts"re

-bo gÍ-vi: an inliJ-ing of .¡iliart, ;:tQ-!?Ð i;he maj,-n dj.ree-bions of his

thourgþ.ì:" B;r disr:ussin-g re1.i¡gicü e.n'j piri-1-,rsopliyy f.ih¿r-i:, YLe con¡liåeïed

î.,¡as Ìris re1-aii-onship .ïilrh l:he sup:rnabura.l lras been s'cu-diecl; '¡-,he

d.isoussions on soeieiy iiar¡a shcun him in his a-i; Litud-e s ì-"clrÉ,.iril'É

va;'io3as ol-asse$ of his fell-ou-¡aen anå 1,JünieÌli and his vietvs llporl the

,r.rje cf po.ì-itlcal poueï at hone a-nd. tbxr:'¿ð. have beelr consiåe::e'3 i.n

'i,ho fì n'¿l chaniel"n

Domina'bing ¡r11 oth,er cons iC,e-::: tlons pei'iraps i,s i:.is gree.È -l-n'fe

of Rcäie anJ ite inst-i-lu'i;ions; h.is ?evci'ÐTlJÐ fc:' trre cii;r einb--raeeå

not cnl-y '¿h.e of iicia.l- Cigni'c j-es - r+i:ici: ullðo¡' 'bhe Þ'çBre i.roïô iîeì:r*

sha.do',.rs of i+h¿L'b tne; i:¿aå been d.'':ring ì:he republ i;':.n ere - bub

i-ndlurJ-eC å g:'eetu al.mos'b f i,lz1"i-ep'.J, a,i.rnira.tj-oi: fo:: j.is ¡:zst, '','iriei¿

i nvo-!-¡rccJ. irin i-n ciii:ging clos,riy 'ì;r: lhe mos$-r,' nea',ningless fovrn

of 'bhe o-t.d reJ-igion, This rei igion, ít lres seÐ1:p irÐ.s desì:i-tu.te

of bl:eolog;', p1'lii osoph;r enC elrûn e{;h'ì es' i-ie i.Ies t+l'iii-ng a"L ?; iine

r^liren the .re."rue oi grot"'irr of '"uile Ron:.n Þrpiz'e h¿-cl d-l+ind"l-ed in

ccnparisOn r.ri-rh tire raÈe of e:.çansictl i;ilich 'r,I',s repuh.l -ic had iieen;

anå síl i-+, r¡ia.s a -qouîce of regro'b i;c hj.n ihe.t i:i-s sir'bjeci inat,be:"

was? f c:: 'úhe ¡ncs b part, í::easo¡: trial'g il:s bee.d. {äf ì;he battles

i¡hich his ¡rreåer:esscrs J:acl. þacl ì;he gcc,J. fort'¡;.:re **û C,escribe, a"nd-

inCrigues by ;.¡jr.r6s anl lnoti:ers of e,[pe]rcl's ins i:eaå of si,:geS e.i:':

concr,uests "

în bl:e cla;'s of o1d- tire Ser:irte florrisl:ed; not'r it i'í¡l.Ê a

'boþei-¡ j-ns bii;uti-oir, d-i-s*ussing ne-ì-"'beî"s of smail inpoi:-'banee arrci

*'l ,lÊ*



¿.lmos'b eü-Lire-1-;r subssrvieiç to Lne l¡il-l of *"hg ernpe:'cll" ïn tne

ol,c days Èhe e'rrryr too had aehj-eve.i greab cono¡resis, but in '!;i:e

J.rears ile"i T:¡.e j-'r,us desc::il:es it þad ¿e.l..l- ¿r,oo f,e"',+ c.",lnp:.'i g;:.s to

i.nterest' iisel-f in, aac- ti:e resuJ-t i¿es 1.,-r:;ury anå a-rr:i)gë.nee or1

"ihe pa::i cf -r,he scJ-d,åe::s, resul-bi-ng i.n insu-bo::iina'Lion ã.-Lcl-

soino'b.ines in ciieä y'ebe-l-,ì.jon, f¿s?tr¿g, lty cons-ban,)-l-,.,- dra_';ing

¿r"''""l,en-biori òf ti:e read_erbo tiiese i:cínLs dis¡;l-aL;rs the s j-¡ni-!-ar

1e:.r.¿'ì of ineffieae;' bo r.lhj-eh boLh of ¿hese o11ce pl:ospe::or1s

i ns bitubiot:s hÈ.d" heen ::ed.uceC u

'3o far as socief is conce:'ne,å, Tz-ci.rus fí:ocs lrís inberests

i-n.sep=.re.b-]-: .ft"oi:l tilo.se cf hj-s fe-'t-loi+--senaLors 3 anl, a1,cb.ough. his

:.rj-s l,oc:r¿¡.'U-i-e l-.e,1igr+e is ;.r:pa::en'l;1_y shoi:to iris p::etensi ons io
l:l.ue-1:"locd ?-Tê g?e'e'6" i{e clesp; ss,a al1 c-bher cla.sses of society;
-bhe lcnigi:is he f oi:' ihe nost pe.rt i gno::es, a.1 tircugh he occa;-:åci¡al-1.;-

mer:l;icns cc¡elnêlrce '¡i'bh d.is+,as-;e " The freec.ne! he alsc ie:¡ls to
i gno:re except iloi' 'vil? Tmpori.e.i free,i.nen - 'l,i:cse rnûîi., c1ge s1.e.-geo,

r+lrc lcy r-rnscz'upuJ,ou-ßness co¡il¡inec l,¡i'Lh ju.di-cicus f]_r_ b-ber¡" 
'zã-

'bhernss:J--"'ùs J:eccme ..¿J-mosl e.lu.al 'üo ihe omperol: in poiler anj. l¡ea1th.

To tho a-r'i siocraiis T'-Lei't us cirl-;i iri-.q ó1.r:{r. ord.ez" had. ri.ght t*
i¡"rÍlueirce a.nd proper$' - 'bhese 1,rere a.bsrll-ube]_y e.¡seü-bial l;o them

in crd.e:' íina-L iirey eguld_ n¿ intain ,che di.griit;, due iliei:: 
^rrei3.ig3:ae$,

,Llthcugh tire hísi:crian 14iÌs a ioea.-1- fhy m&ne i'b seeaß qu.ite 1 ikely
Lha'r , besides 'rl:.i,íng Pe1-l-a¡ and. isa.rcj_ssus foz, hej.ng .l;he vi,r-1aii:s
'they unclo-L:b:od'iy iv'oîêe he envied, tnej-r: veal-ih i,¡nieh t,ranscei:d.eC. his
a\:ne ¡"nd eirên .bo a grea.ber deþre,: tneir ilc,i.jere r"¡irierì. fs.ï.

e:re¡o eoa.{ 'i-}.^ -i*.^-^ f +L,, L L-iiL[rpu-sseo. lne rntlec ti ünít-Ë ne l.:as al¡l e Èo nai¡e ui)o:'i l:is'bor;,r i¡ i::e

::ol.e of st¿-te s.vren " Sl sq,Js a.n,l ihe r:sban pooi'er clas,ses irritaì:eå
hin; they vier€ inc,:inpe'Leirt to da¿-l "øitti, o:' e?e:l to i,ake en

* tyy^



intcrest ín Lof'L:;r matbers - 'i;he aífairs of s'b¿.te i fu:ey' i'lel:s

cr+Ci:.-'l-or:rs ? eliç*¿ç1aèra-'bed zûy g.lssip t"ha.l caìne thej'-r \¡ta.;ile and 'llneÍ

inì:eres i:eC, thomsetr',tes s,rlel-;- in popul-a-:: a¡rugements ani1 '¿he price

of brea.li an acquainLa.nce with;cverì;y might;'ttrtè perslvlded. ì':ír¡l

tha.i bheir j-n'be res'L j-n -Lhe l-a.ì;-i"er ,rs.s orLe of necessi-i¡r aricl" nof

cf ciroice,

Frlndr¿inan-ball-:-ø ?ie is neii;her ferninj-st nor an-l,i-feninist " Iie

belie-res that ¡¡ictlloïr liave certai.n rights and eerta.ín respcns-ì bili'i;l;s,

and eertain generic virbu.es and. vj-c*s" Great diffici-ùi,,t'L'Jas causei?.

io the P.ona.n r.¡o::1r1. Tt"r Ì;he asceirdarey of r/rca.en of the Tntpe:'ial-

hcnseh.oldu i.;hcse ambitions l-ed '!:iien inio se*kÍ-ng a \,t+y of l-ife

Cifferen'b frorn i;hat i¡hich the conserv:¡"ij-ve :iobleman had assigned.

bo *t rern" 1o ju-.4-ge f?oin Tacitr:s ? acccu:ri, adrrì-"r=z';' figi;reC" largely

:iir ibe sosial l-ife cf ths early lî'rí:irep s;rd he is insist¿.n-b ic

hls Cenun-biaôåoits - cf - åt" Tire 1,'Ioæan is si.fficienbh' ma.s:;er cf i:er

c1.Jn d as biru' f c be iie-]-d respo;:sib^'ì-e f o:: her o'sín sias, a-nd if å.

-"ii fe í s{ .rtri'l tr-' nf i m-e¡-o- eXf::¡.*"nA::i ba]r- ]rrr i si.lr,,< . h,r'r hUSlf:lnd i g
J-:;!wr

¿u:11'r;r, i'5 i'¡ oui-c appeas'e on.l-;r of s.n i-mprr'.d-er:t c'r:ciee of :qif e o

Oi?rer vices aif-]-icie.l e:r,:;,r frnl:e::Í-a-L soc i +-b¡', a.1- ihou-g:: s,rne of

the;n hacl d-imi-nj-ehed- ì:y -bhe time Tacitus caine -bo r+:'íie -bire Ànrur.l-s

in the norie eniightened reigns cf Traj:.n and iìad-rian" J,u;my a.nc

exi:rar¡e.ga,r.rc* 1,¡ere ai their zenit"h durir-g l:iero 1s roign, eneoura3e'å

by ihe exa-np1.e cfJle::ed. hy bhat emloeror. Resorrse i;o oiå sr.:mptr¡¿.rl

,'-egislafion a-ch.i ¿:re<J. r:.cihing, a-nd -bhe sitr'.eticn i.^.¡es no-b .nenåed.

ulbil Yespasian se't a sp-l-endic exai::1:-Le of a parsincnlous exis-i;ance;

bhe expe::lenco of D¡injr-tí.an i s r*i-gn -lco ca::rie,1 Èhis cile bl essing

i-n C.is;:r,rise - *"hi:.-t nao'.'ll a r.¡hc cther-,lise r¡iculcL iiar,'e li-'¡eri. on air¡,""¡,-.-.

inino:"a.] a.ncl lav1sh .sea.J-e weï'e conpelled -i;o re*cïra.in -bhenselves èc

avoirJ 'being no-bj-ceC fc: t'hei:" opuJ eiice lry the emper'3:":"



Tr: ihe sphere of pcliì;ics Ts.ci'ü,ts ¡rie"s p::edonÍ i::an'0l,v re-

pu-b-l i-can; as F- coi:{iei"\¡a"tiire a.nd et ad"¡rì:re:r o-f the irgood oL.ri d-aysr!

'l cng before he vras l:orn, ho I ove,-i- '.;h¿t ire judged. .i:'3 'l:e the

iìi-ffic';-1-'u and i;:::.i:si ent perfec*" 'r.l enj. cf rrcnarchy, aris boc:e:c;t aT.-i-

r^,^^---.^=: 1r..î = l-rrc'ì ¡1 i s¡,¡rp:-,.^r .o.--^---.". ^*L T:.ci.tus i,,r?.s iJel]r ir,..,,ã?eLtt,r¡\ru,._lLuJ Þ ¡riJ¡ i;3\i qlD4}r¡jcr.¡v¡j +uå.J vçil g srtL

of 'bnis fac i: " If one end-ures bhe bacl- rul-e;:s pa.i..ientl;i, the i,ime

s-'.l::e1;' ccnes -+hen l¡isd on 1-lT'e--ra.i-,4.s, at:C the Ðr:;¡i-Li,'.íi -ì g succee Ced.

hi. nen r.ioril.iy of -bìreir tr,j-gh eal1-i ng 
"

Dnz'ing 'bhe ile-.r el{iis"nsion of the lìrnpire -rï.C.er Traj a.n '.,'hici:

oecu,:'red" z"N, aboui '¿he ';i-trìi; i"¡hen ha l¡iå-s v:':!-ling 'u1:'.: ån'ralg* ã ne1"f

s¡i'l-'i'¡, oja Ïmnr:r-l o'l j om q r,i1ôâFS in T¿"C j.-bU-S and_ he ltg',i A.SS1¡q].e.S ,_l.n_

agEe3Õ¡s;\¡e ",.nü, m.iliiant ¿r 'r,'Litr-rde to',¡arCs 2.7.1- p::olri.neïa] penpie"

!i'er¡ior:.s1.¡y ilo far ål.s one eg.il ;udge f::cm i:is ee":.lier r,liLrlîkse lla

h4..4" see.rl scne ji.r.s t,ifi ea-tict: fo¡" iha si:ou-L rcsi-st¡"ncc tire Bri-Lcns

,ruL ui) agi;.ins b tÌ:e Rc.n:in j.i:i.¡::.Cers. *lrs he J..a-Ler. rena::ks - (cur":'.or,s)-;t

\ir, 1,he iLnrr-,r.ls) .- i;ha¡ if Roäle "*l¡.n'cecj ìc su_bd'¡.o ihe rçst of -L,::,e

¡,:'ùrl-d-p ià d-:-d ilio''ú fcl-l-ol.¡ bi:ai i,iie rcls''rj of bhe r¡c::l C_ i,jcr-ì*Lj he

hapi:;' io e.ccopi s-'l-a.Jer;' " Bo'¡h öhe ç'r¡e earlj-i-:r i{orkse ii:e ËLsï'i.cjl"e-

e.ndl- '.rhe Germ¡.nia, conia-irr a. s:.-bi":lic::.1 elenent ?,Jld coinpå.r'e ¿ne

vi.rå1i ty of the ru.de:': foi-k in 'bhe :i:o:r'bhe::n p;'cvinces -.rerÍ favcr-,5'-

a'c1-y i¡iLh lheir sophisbica-ted, vain anij. i'j.ce-i:jdcl,en ccnLe::,rpcra.::ies

in 'the eapi'ca,l- of 'Lire Enpir.e. Thls :rle'be of satire is fl.e

s-:::onge:" in 'bha Genla:ria-" Iie is a.i;t; tc be ì.ro;,,..i-ì61.-' cf :c:..:i ¡r,

:p-ceis " the ?ari,iiians b.s..r,¿ si-if iicien i; e ffrc nte:';.. èo rcniler.Ê j;ha:i-r

poiier i^¡¡'ili iuit::'ú of Rcne : ih:is e:rc-rl:ii;r.Ln[ ccnceit a,nd ';]ro naÌ;iir"e

ire:.ci-ory cf bkie l¿:r'tiria.ns :¿re sr,:r:on¿1;' d_l_s_l-illel b,' T;cÍ tus 
"

*2C-1,-

h'ìs :rhi'l¡qn,ri,r' or if !-z

BUL iire cin¡:,.rcte:: of e,

l:as

nan i s no::Ð realil¡ discov:red frixl

r,o bair5lblc l:e-r- j.:fs -i i: 'bl:¡.'l cli:.e¿ L:?-:¡,r

cf -'irat l-re sa.,Y 
'$



c'rilta-Ì"lrì n¿ Tft,cj'ra.! ccnrì-ú-c-b - 3.nð. :i'ir i,res irc i:ed in tire i.n'iroCucticn

tha.t his mos"b impor'ua-ilL *iork, the ånnals¡ j-s concerne'3 la-rgel;i ,.ii,t*

mcrals * ís C-i-siinci3-y '9ioie . H-i -q great rr:e$fie++u for friendEhì Í:e

for exa,-np1-e " his cal-l- fo:: s+;:rengti-, in fainil;' *"i-o,s¡ a-nd" his

adniné.tion fo:r coilr.ìgec';s suici-cle a.Te al-l- ,Stoic. i-ie speaks i-rr

i¡eÍiì1s of ¿:he i:::-gi:e,:ì; p--r"ii-se cf se./eì"af. i.¡e1l--kirc',.¡n ani- ¡rcfe;*ed-

Stcics, Bui'r,i:ab ís; a.l-l 'Lhat one earr sa,y; h* speaks ',ribh ilr

ençhusiasm forbhe 1-,:+Cc;linarr'b1;r S-rc:ic conspira-i;" againsi ldeno, anc1,

rncre inpor-f,e"n-Lu he shor^¡s no -beij-ef in ikre ßicic t¡enínc.__¡rgndåä tri.,*

one Gccl çho i-s, :!-Cen'"ifiecL r¡i Li: iiia-b:r-i'e " fnC.eeC. ?e.cir-iu,s ssêms a',.ri.re

of -11-.e ccni;-;l s'¡* ine.dec¡-u6r-;;' of the r:l-c ri i;u¡.]- ::e l.igioir ai; Rcme,

but h'-s a.i'i;enirLs -bo so-lr¡+ bJ:re r;'s;erie s cf e,-,i slsir.ce ü:Ð desr:1'bor'y'

aricl. it:conc]-usive,

fn respec'b of mariì/' fe¿-,- Lufes of his !,r):.ùrcii:.llitù- a¡C opir:icns iie

t"is.s a tyi;ici,1.. Tlcr,'ran, z.rrõ. s;uch a'¿ bi -budes :is l:e Cispl_a;-s .i,{ìvjàrcl.,

religicn a.nc. scciery, fc:: ies'b:ince, c-o :aot, inalre irin uäicue, bu-l

r-iui-'i:e ofi:en merely t¡'pi-cl-L of iiis, Ð.ge e,rlc, em¡ircirrnenio lter4¡ of

these eitti'e,cueri sii.es co no-I, eni.e'-ir hin bc ine .ncce::n ::es.der, rf
i;he viees of ¡¡hi-elr. he speal;s are sii_"l-L 'úo 'be foui:d, col-rsol e,.iic¡ir

nay be C::a¡r¡n fYom the fae'c Lha',, hur¡.a.¡r:i.sm a.nd ?_ r.especi fo-r li:e

d3-gni-'r"y cf the hun"al;' i:o:i.'¡i arc i:eccnirrg more .,-uli-r,e;-sal d.ai--l-;. " if
.l-1.5,-.,^r.-^r-.-1{.r-,"ùiiü jlilri::urrz-iJ. !) o.f Ts.citus coes noL, p]-ea.sen hoÌ,çr.r,¡¡¡, ijj oor* be

i'e.nei¡bered'bh¿iì; i--i, is noi beear..:-se cf l,'r'r¿r, bub because of l:1s

L'r¡i ii irgs -tì:.:-'u he is 'i:hc;u-gh-,, aboui; arrc disci-rssecr 't,o.jr.y, ;is a

sai,iric:¡-] rior'¿rlj s'1, i.¡i-l,h a"T\ e;'e f or. d::¡-lna iie pra se;r-La,vi. oir cf h5-;-; iory

í;o hsl's :'a-rel.;- 'cee.: -r e.-rcel-.ì .-d 
"
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