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Major Thesis for the Degree'of

Magter of Architecture, 1934 - 1935,

Ihe Desien of a Publie Library

for the city of Winuipeg to be loca-

ted on Oshorne 8t and York Ave, extended.

- PThis thesis 1s dlivided inbto the statement

of the problem, the solubtion of the prcblem,'anﬁ the

gonclusion,
The statement is as follows:
Population of Winnipeg = ‘ 218,545
_ Number of books in the libraries - 80,770
Numbér of books per capita -~ « 285
Total number of volumes circulated 698,385

- Number of new members registered
during the year 9,758
Number of books required per capita 1.5
Number of books required in the city 587,820
{The figure of 1.5 books per person, is advanced by Mr.,
A, ¥, Jumieson, Librariasn, Winnipeg, Canada, and Mﬁ.
Hadley, Librarien, Denver, Colorado, U.S.A.)
There is little doubt in the minds both of
the library committee and of the cltizens of Winnipeg

that the library facilitlies of Winnipeg are inedequate.
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Recent controversy in the newspapers proves, that while
under the present circumstances, the librarilian an& his
staff arve doing well, they are hampered by the lack of pro-
per Tacilities,

A recent lebter to the Lditor of the Tribune
asks why the small commereial libraries of the citles arve
patronized to such an extent. To answer this, he claims
that looking for a book is a sort of shopping expedition,
a lark as well as a search for sn interesting ﬁcok. The
service sold by the commercial libraries is better; the
1m£aresting books are displayed; there are no grilles and
partitions to keep people away from the books; they are
made to feel at home.

His answer 1s incomplete. The main publioc
library is badly located, poorly housed and incompletely
stocked. The bulldling is too small and poorly planned.

I Houses -

(1) A referenge library of 21,64% volumes.

(2) A eirculation library of approximateiy 30,000

volumes.

This bullding is large enough to use ag a branch Library
o serve lthe distriét in which it is placed. Winnipeg j
requires at leagt 60,000 volumes in e referené@ library,
in a good location.

The building shows an insufficient study of

library needs. The newspaper room is located in the same
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room as the eirculation desk and library - an undesivable
feature when ﬁaed by loafers. The offices are inadeéuaﬁ@,
the librarisns offlice opening on the newspaper room and
entered seither through the stock room ox the other street
entrance., It is without a welting room. The vault is
entered from it, The offlce 1ls also located on the east
side and is flooded by the hot sun when it 1s used the
most, in the morning., It is very difficult Yo expand this
building because of the type of plan,

The location ls on a minor thoroughfare,
that of William Ave. 'The proximlity to the Civie Offices
ig of no value, The building is in a slum district, six
blocks from China town and the soup kitchen. Henoce its
use is limited to able bodied men, groups of ladles, o¥
. people with automobiles, also to the unemployed and
vagrants of the district. People are required to make an
effort %o go to it. They cannot reach it easily, as they
can a commercial library. '

Librarisns e¢lalm that the maln library ghould
be near the business district, on or near the Junction of
maln theroughfares; near the people whoe want to use 1%;
¢.8. ~ the university, bthe museum, the art gellery and
wehool, the suditorium, the leglslative assembly and the

buginess men and women of the ¢ity, the wmusiclans, and

many others.
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The solution of the problem is divided into
two parbs. |
{1) the location of the building. ‘
(2) the requirements of the building or the pro-

ST ANE »

(1) The location chosen for this buiiding iz on
Osborne street, opposite - the War Memorial at York Ave
extonsion. o _

_ This 1éeatian is central as shown on the
plot plan, situated as Tollows -

(a) on the new thoroughfare north and south through
the eity.

(b) opposite the Auditorium and forming a sort of
‘oivie centref,

(¢) near the Junior University and the Legislative
Assenbly éﬁd CGourt House.

(d) on the Park Line route, the Westminster bus line
and the Suburban bus stop {H.B.Co. parking
grounds) and two blocks from Portage Ave.' and
Broadway, where Porbtage, North Main, Corydon cars
and Ellice bus, and Broadway, Slmwood and Stafford
cars pass. . '

() near the Hudson Bay parking grounds.
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In this loeation, the building will provide both
a central and dignified location; free, to a degree, from the
loafers who hang around public baildings and conveniently
‘locabted for all the vesidents of Winnipeg regerdless of their
place of residence or eaau@aﬁicn,

Assuming that the maln library at Willlam Ave.
be converted to a branch library to serve this district, and
a new brancﬁ 1ivraxy of 25,000 volumes be built in the Wes?
End, say, Portnge and Arlington, a new Main Iibrary build-
ing for Winnipeg would be required o house -

587,820 - (80,770 plug 25,000} - 282,150 volumes,

No estimate of expansion is required, because
the city is under stocked, requiring fiv@ timss 1ts present
facilivies. Reading room is reguired for 300 readers.

in esnsultatian with Mrg Jamieson, librarian
of tﬁe elty of Winnipeg, the following facillties for a
mein library building were determined: ~ |

(1) 4 ecirculation fiotion department, on the first floor,
te be of the open shelf type, with less popular bcaﬁs in the
stock room. ,

{3) A reference reading room, where guiet will be Tound,
on the second floor.

(3) A wusie Library with a plano in the room.

(4) A fine arts library.

(5) Periodical ragéing room for current issues.

{6) A browsing room, where people may read and choose

thelr books at lalisure.



o Gen

(7) A rental library, following the present poliey on
new books which the circulation library does not stocks

(8) A board room for the librury board.

{9} The libvrarian's office. |

(10) Becretary's office and walting room.

(11) Business office. |

(12) ﬁaﬁalséu@ and order room for twelve people.

(13) Reglstration office for regiaterﬁﬁg readers.

(14) Receiving and shipping.

(15) A bindery, justified by bthe present expense in
re-~binding books. _ . |

(16) A newspaper room with a separate entrance.

{17) A children®s reading room with a separate entrance.

{18) The tower type of book stack.

(19) staff rooms, small work rooms, wash rooms, @tG.

(20) Janitoxr's room.

{21) public toilet where they can be easily supervised.

{82) A garage for one car and one light delivery truek.

(23) A branch library room where. books of branch

libraries are sent.

The conolusion of the thesis is divided into
two parts - the drafted seclution of the problem snd a

written explanation thereoefl.
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The art of library design is the art of provid-
ing the most perfect accomodatlons for each of the aﬁcv@
requirements, in such relation Lo each other that the books
will be bransferred from the shelfl to the roader in the
shortest possible time, with the fewest steps and the least
lakor both for readers snd abtbtendanbs. _
~ The type of plan adopted is that of a olosed
stack room, atb th@rlibrarian’s request, in a tower feﬁm,
contrally lacaﬁeéi with the other rooms around.
The central location is best because:

{a} a@#anﬁagagug pesition due to ease of communication
with both reading rooms and services. |

(b) it keeps the natural light for the staff and the
readers. | | |

(6) exberior lisht is nob requived in the sbtack room,
according to the authorities on Library design of today.
Improved methods of artificlal lighiing are not expensive
and do net injure the books, as sunllght does. They glve
a more even indtensity of 1lllumination over evebything and
are not subject bto weather conditlons and dirt. Forced
venbllation is required to keep the books from drying out.
Heating cosits are alsé reduced in the a@ntral.teﬁar tyne.
Expension can be obbtained by adding to the tower like
sback. Wells and floors are of concretbe, paiﬁt@&-whiﬁ@;

The stacks are supplied and set by the manufacturer,
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| The reference reading room, on the second
floor for quletness, has a northerly exposure for even
lighting. - Azﬁificial_illumination s supplied by Higby
desk 1ampé and NWeon gas lights, indirect lighting. This
lightiﬁg is earri@a‘eut thraugh:all the public reooms in
the builéinge Common reference books are on shelves around
%h@ wallse | |
| The music roon iz placed so that it will not
interfere with other parits of the library, a sound proof
wall belng used between the Fine irt library and 1t. Both
these réfexanée libraries are eonvenlently locatbed off the
exhibitian lobby on the second floor, The periodical
reading rcoﬁ is plaeéd next o thé reférence library, for
ref@reﬁae DUEPOseH, '_
| On the main floor, the maln lobby contains
all the stairs eliminating slippery steps in the winter
Ghme o
In the lobby ig the charging desk, keeping
book records, and supervising the open shelf room. In |
the open shelf éireélatisn room, books of surrent interest
are around the walls on shelvess Tables are placed in the
gentre of the room for those who desire to sit down and
read, before taking out their books. This room and the
one above are of this long narrow shape for one reason, %0
get a uniform north light over the whole room, the best

pogsible sxterior light.
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In the lobby, we also have the information
desk, controlling bthe catalugues, the browsing room aﬁd_th@
roental library. The sback room desk, for charging only,
of books in the stack room, is along the stack voom wall.
The walls of the lobby are fitted with cases, where possible
for the display of new books, interesting data, ete. The
exhibition lobby on the 2nd flooxr is %o be used for displays
of literary character. The browsing rcom ls fitted with
wall shelves and essy chalrs, earpeted, and with a dis=
eriminating selection of books for ¥he reader, who likes to
look for himself. The reglister office is gl&aed next to the
main lobby. The business stalrs on the side serve the sbaff
ond those who wish to sec bthe staff for business rea5533¢
The order and catalogue room is placed next to the work room,
and connected with the shipping room by an elevabor and
passege. The service staire and work rooms are at the rear.
The garage is on a mezzanine floor and serves as a streel
enbrance to the shipping room via the elevator. @5@ ghilde-
ren's room is in a waterproof, dawp proof basement, well 1it
on the south side of the building to get the alterncon sun
when the room is most used. It 1s to be deocorated with
murals depieting a voyage around the world with scenes of
interest to a child. The story hour room 1s partitionsd by
meang of book stacks, By using book stacks as partitions
wherever possible, more flexlbility is allowed the librarien

as the needs of the library varye.
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The newspaper room 1s in the basement, with a
separate entrance. This segregates the type of person who
uses this room from the other library users. The other
minor serviees arve placed as shown, bo theilr best advantage
in ciroulatian and lighting. |
‘ The offices are placed to aveid the morning
light, and are to be equipped with Venetian blinds.
| Further sxglanaticnacf the glaﬁs would entail
‘data of the requirements Qf.ﬁhé city byélaws'fer publiec
4buildings,'and algo references to dets in various books on
librsry plenning, menegement and furniture. The library has
been designed to accommodate standard furniture, and fittings,
thus reducing the coste o
- " Windows have been carried high for maximun
1ight. Skylights have been eliminabted because -
| (1) they lesk end the glass cracke,
{(2) they get dirty snd lose efrioiency,
(3) they waste space. |
The building will be heated by treated air,
p?eﬁenting deterioration of bééks and improved atmosphere.
'_ Floors are to be of Gark_tila in public rooms and the walls
ﬁﬁ@éﬁ%d to prévent nolse, The heating ond ventilating room
is pl&céa near the centre of the bﬁilding Tor @Conomy.
7 A telephone exchange will conneot all departe
mentbs, '?hé informatlon desk serves ag a centre for the
building, for, from it a person may btravel to all the

' rooms without passing through snother.
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Btatistles concerning the building are as
follows:
Estimgted Cost,
baged on ceﬁyar&tive costs, of other Canadian libraries

and present low price building at 55 cents per cubie Tt

549,120 x 35¢ = $192.192
Building cost w 70% - (B.W.Tilton, 1927)

Thﬁrefare coat

100 % 192,192 w - $294.560
Ui

Therefore total cost estimate - ~  $275,000
Contents,
' Referenee Room ; 10,000 volumes
Music Room 3,000
fine Arts 3,000
Pericdicals - 4,000
Stacks - Reference 81,000
101,000
Open 8helf Room 12,000
Browsing 4,000
Rental ‘ 2,000
Stack 108,000

227,000 volunes

Neo. of Readers =

Reference Reading Room 60
Musie Room ' 20
Fine Arts Room _ '20
Periodical Room 24

Open Shelf Room 60
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Browsing Roomn 80
Rental Room 12
Newspaper Room o 31
Children Room B0

307 Readers
The purpose of planning followed in this 1lib-
rary has been - ‘

(1) Brficieney of planning demonstrated by a compact
plan, which is well knit together.

(2) simplicity of design; both in the interiors and
exteriors, The exteriors are of a modern classic
type, designed simply to £1% in harmany with a
1ibrary spirit and with the erchitecture of the
nelghboring bulldings. They are designed with
dignity, restraint, and besuby.

{3) Roonomy of building materials. The city by=law
requlres Tyndal stone facing. Hconomy demanded a
well bulld structure on secure footings,; owing to
the fact That the ground beneath is a rill, over
a oreek which ran here originslly. '

Reinforced concrete skelston Trame gitructure, tin pan floors,
aﬁé coneraete piles should glve a stable structure with a
mininmun of repairs,

A conerete pile'féunéaﬁien while maré expensive
will give security in %he knowledge thalt no sebtitlement will |
occur in the building Yo upset the effieieneye
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fork tile floors, metal frame windows, and the use of Class
A material throughout will result in an economical building
for the slight additional cost will pay for itself ten limes
in the lack of repalr bills. The problem as presented,
has been solved by presenting a well plenned building, in
an exeéllent location, dignified in appearance, economlcal,

and of good construction.



(1)
(2)
{3)
(4)
(8)
(6)

{7)
(8)
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