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I present you witn this booklet
instead of having you read a big,
impersonal didactic panel. 1 always
[ feel 1like those are tekling me what
‘to-think about whatever it is I'm
looking at. But then, what about
this? Well, take it as you will.
Half the impetus for this show

was me wondering if I could really
do it. Can I do this? Am I fooling
everyone? The answers probably men't
to be found here. maybe you have
your own questions about yourself,
Pernaps writéng them here can helps
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While no pens will I provided, why
10t 1mag1ne what you wanted to say
appearing in the lines? Or whatever,



Other fun things to think about:

*That thing you wish you'd said. You
know wnat I'm talking about,

Take it from me, though, you don't
want to get stuck in the tra p

of thinking about that thing over

and over and over again. The &Sher
day, I remembered a thing I wanted

to say when I was 13. 1hat's 13 years
ago. Do you think the other person
wishes they'd said something, too?
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This kid in my class had ammassed a
large crowd., He was telling themabout
his new tooth fairy technique. Instead o
of patting the tooth under his pillow,
ne placed it in a jar of water on nis
pedside taple, . When he awoke, he found
the jar full of brightly dyed water and
the tooth replaced by ‘money., It was very
elaborate. Demperage for a taste of tn--
s magic, 1 $old my mom all about it, and
the next time I lost a tooth, I did
exactly as he‘'d said. Bpefore, my mom
nad told me that the tooth fairy would
nave an easier time if I put. the tooth
in an envelope rather than loose under
ny pillow, 1 was skeptical. After all,
wasn't she, by definition, /magical?/
mnyway, I waited excitedly until morning
to see the results in the jar., When I
woke up, the water was dark green. The
tooth was still there. There were 2-
quarters on top of tne 1id,

I lamented to my mom that tne tooth
fairy hadn't done it right, and besides,
the water was a boy colour. I decided
to ask that kid at school for more
information. Turns out he got /two
dollars/ per tooth.
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"It's my favourite quote, man. 'If you're
not.livin®' on the edge, you're %aking -
up too much space." :
I don't remember if he really -us=siss
looked at me-pointefily then,or if I
imagined it, from the seat accross the
aisle, his eyes like accusing daggers.

It is my grade 6 field 3rip, and
we're all on the bus, I spend the next
3 hours: sliding slowly towards the
ed%e of the brown vinyl seat in an
attempt to take up an appropriate
anount of space.
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| fyway, sitting with this guy in
class in grade 7 was so frustrating and
I did everything I could do to make him
stop bugging me, which mostly involved
trying to take up the least amount of
space possible,

I started to believe the things he said

to/about me, and to try and beat him

to the punch, I would finish his lines
for him about my body or appearance,
One time, L thought L saw him crack,
'You shouldn't talk about yourself like
that, * he said,

Later; he hollowed out a battery with%

my scissors and left them on my desk,
covered in corrosive goop.
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We were going through my grandma‘s
photographs and this one was in an
ornate frames I asked my mom who the
person was, and figured she must have
been important to her. 3She started
laughing hysterically # it wes the
stock photo that came with theframe,
saved for 20 years. Q?

gello to my long lost relativé?
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Thefe was an anti-smoking
campaign that came to my school.
They handed out booklets about

. all these graphically-depicted
diseases, like cancer of the mouth.
After class, they were mostly thrown
away, but he went around, picked them
all up, and put them in his desk.

‘f' I started finding these pictures
torn out and left on my desk, in my

backpack, slid under my gaze while
I was reading. I kept finding them
for months afterwards.
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N% You know that line adults often
say to cheer you up?

*I bet he likes you and he's just
-too shy to say ite" -

When you like someoné. youw don't leave
pictures of cancer in their backpack.
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