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ABSTRACT

This gtudy was designed to determine which of non
permissiveness, permissiveness or extreme permissiveness
prevailed in the child rearing practices of infant feeding,
toilet training end sex training of the families who are
glients of one or more of the five major social agencies
serving families in Winnipeg propers

The study was based on data obtained in face to face
interviews with a sample group of eighty-three families,
domiciled in Winnipeg proper, who had living in the home a
physically mentally normal child in the six to ten age group
and the mother who had reared the child frem birth. The
regearchers sought to learn not only the level of permissive-

ness in the child rearing practices of infant feeding, toilet

training and sex training but alsc whether this varied with

the educational level, age and ethnicity of the mother.

The findings revealed that in each of the areas of

infant feeding, toilet training and sex training the majore
ity of mothers were other than permissive, in that the
largest percentage in each instance comprised those who were

non permissive, extremely permissive and inconsistent. The

level of permissiveness varied with the educational level of
the mother and to & lesser extent with the ethnie origin but
did not vary with the age of the mother. The most striking
finding of the study was the marked degree of inconsistency

in the child rearing practices of the families studied.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCT ION

The profession of Social Work has become aware and
concerned about the lack of research which has been done
in'relation to the clients of and the social agencies
themselves which are thought of in terms of public welfare,
that is, the social agenciles servicing the largest part
of our social welfare clientele,l Thus the research pro-
ject assigned by the School of Social Werk of the Univer-
sity of Manitoba to the students taking thelir Master of
Secial Work Degree in the scholastic year from September
1963 to May 198L was designed to obtain some specific
knowledge about the functioning of the families who were
at that time the clients of one or wmore of the five major
social agencies serving families in the City of Winnipeg
propers<2

The topic of the research project was: The

liveline Burns, "What®s Wrong with Public Welfare,®
Social Service Heview, Vole XXXVI, No. 2 (June, 1962),
Pe 120,

27hese ares The City of Winnipeg Public Welfare
Departmenty The Winnipeg Regional Office (lMother's Allowance
Branch) Province of Manitoba Department of Welfare; The
Childrents Aid Society of Winnipegi The Family Bureau of
Greater Winnipeg: The Winnipeg Fawmily Court. Henceforith
these will be referred to as the five major social agencies
serving families in the City of Winnipeg proper.
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investigation of the economic practices, kinship relation-
ghips and child rearing prasctices of the families served
by the major soclal agencies serving families in Winnipeg
proper, how these vary and with what these variations seem
tc be asscciateds,

The study here being reported was done by fifteen
of the students who chose to do & descriptive study designed
to determine which of non permissivenessg, permissiveness or
extreme permissiveness prevalled in the child-rearing prace
tices of the families who were clients of one or more of
the five major s@cial agencles serving families in the City
of Winnipeg proper, how this varied and with what this
variation seemed to be associated.

This section of the project was chosen by the group
because of interest in children and their development into
happy adeguate adults. Our soclety which greatly values
independence and initiative is disturbed by the posaibility
that the assistance given through social welfare programs
.will cause or increase dependency in the recipi@nts@B

As s&gial workers we know that there are many kinds
of dependency, among them emotional, physical and economic
dependencye. We know oo that in meny situations the depen-

deney factors, emobtional, physical or econemic, are beyond

Bﬁelem Harris Perlman, ®Are We Creating Dependency,®
Public Welfare in Indisna, {(December, 1951), ppe 9=1li.
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+he conbrol of the client or worker bub it is a fact that

Since it is not within our scope to study agency
g

functions and since we know emotional dependency defined

-
in the psychiatric dictionary’ as, a form of behavior which

[¢4]

uggests an inability to make decisions and a marked inclie-
nation to lean on others for advice, guidance and support,
to be the type of dependency which social workers most often
see in their clients, even in those who are not physically
or ecan@mié&lly dependent, we decided to study & cause of
emotional dependency known to us through our study of
Freudian based psychosocial developmental theory, namely,
childerearing p?acticegeé

This theory which we accept and assume to be sound
teaches that personality structure is affected both by
environmental influence and by constitutional endowments
that beginning at birth there are definite progressive de-

velopmental stages with emotional needs and tasks pardeular

4Thig has come to the writer's attention through her
personal contact with public assistance and child welfare
agencies in both Saskatchewan and Manitobae

L. B Hunsie, He. Jo Campbell, Psychistric Dictionary
{Hew York: Oxford University Press, 1960, p. 198.

O3ee for exanple Erik He. Erikson's %Identity and the
Life Cycle,® Psychological Issues, Vol I, No.l {1959). Hote

e

03

particularly Chap. ii which covers the theory outlined in
my next paragraph.

T
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to each: and that, child rearing practices either in the

direction of expecting too much too soon or expecting too
1ittle from the child may cause dependency and/or a hostile
attitude toward authority in the perscnality of the child
who will later bhecome an adult. Theory also teaches that
the process of child rearing is demanding and ié best han=
died by g mature adult. Therefore we were interested in
knowing the kind of child rearing practices going on in
the homes of our clients and whether according to the
tenets of Freuwdian based psychosocial development theory
these fell into the attitudinal category of permissive,
non-permissive or extremely permissive on the part of the
parent s,

The researchers realized that thev could measure
attitudes only as they were reflected in actions, and that
there is a continuum involved in this measurement with a
wide range of shading toward and away from each locus on
the scale, However we have had to adopt arbitrary peoints,
which we have chosen to c¢all non-permissive, permissive and
extremely permissive, the optimum being permissive, so that
we could classify actionally reflected parental attitudes
and draw conclusionse.

Though it may not be possible to alter the depen-
dency patbterns of many of the adults on our present case-

loads, this information can be valuable as a guide to social

workers in their present casework with parents, and as an
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The latter is in line with the profession's present accent
on its recent realization of the necessity for it to adopt
a preventive as well as 3 remedial role in socciety.

This stuly then focused on nonepermissiveness,
permissiveness and extreme permissiveness as observed in
the c¢hild rearing practices of infant feeding, toilet
training and sex training, which, according to the develop-
mental stages delineated by psychosocial developmental
theory, occur within the first six vears of the child's
life. These particular areas of child rearing were selec=
ted because the theory upon which our study is based indi-
cates that these are very important in relation to the .
promotion of dependence or independence in the personalitye7

We know from our theory that the time when the baby's

dependency needs are greatest is during the first year of

ot
Jude

if'ee At this time love and food are eguated and the need
for each, in terms of the Ifubture personality characteristic
of dependency, is more significant that it will ever be
againe I the babe's needs for food, love, and comfort are
not met during the first vear of life he will always be
over dependent, over demanding and mistrustful. Thus the

importance of infant feeding practices.

This material and that in the three paragraphs
which immediately follow is based primarily upon the work
of Erikson, OUpe. Cit. For further elaboration of this theory
see also Chap.il of this study.
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During the toilet training pericd the first demands
for conformity to society’s ways are made upon the child.
The child learns that though he is not as omnipotent as
once he thought he was, he can say no, but only with some
loss 4o himself. If a babile between parent and child ensues

£ the child does not choose to conform in order to win his
varent s love, or if he dees conform but only because of
fear, his future personality will be shadowed with rebel-
ligusness boward autherity and with the ingbility to cone
fidently make a decision for himsell,

Sex training though not so overtly assoclated with

b

dependency was selected because the proper handling of the

B

his development enables the child to make the ident

a"’lx

proper to his or her sex, and thus to develop into an inte-
grated mabure personality.
Tn this study the sample included only those fami-

lies whe had living in the home a physically, mentally

fe

normal c¢hild in the six to ben sge range and the mother who
had raised the child from birthe The questions were asked
of the mother in regard to & particular child and where
there were several children in this age group all guestions
were asked in fevari to the child closest Lo age six years.
The child was accepted as physically and mentally normal

if considered as such by the mother,

We realized that our study was limited by the fact
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that we could not take into account the effect on parents

of social casework services presently being or previcusly
receiveds We realized too that many conditions and varisbles

affect the parent’s reaction te¢ the child’s behavior, such

as, the Iinancial situaticn in the home; the physical and
mental health of the parent: the degree of maturity of the
parent ; the presence or absence of the father; the guality
of the emotional relationship between the parents and be-
tween the parent and child; the size of the family: the
ordinal position of the child: the sex of the child and many
others. The fact that all these variables could not have
been individually considered is a limitation to this study
regretted by this researcher. In this study then these
factors are assumed to be constant,

Chosen as variable factors affecting child rearing
practices within the scope of this study were the educa-
tional level, age and ethnicity of the parent. It was
thought that mothers with & higher level of education are .

more likely to have read some articles or becks on child

]

earing by popular authorities, such as Dr. Benjamin 5pock98

Thus they have some knowledge at least tineed with valid
g g

gﬁre Benjamin Spock, Baby and Child Care,{Cardinal
Glant Edition; Montreal:Pocket BOOKS OF Ganada, Limited,
37th Printing, 1961): or, any other of his writings which
are featured in women's magasines such as the Ladies Home
Journal, etc.
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current child psychology. It is also generally accepted
+hat education provides opportunity for ege development.
Studies, which will be particularly mentioned in the fol-
lewing chapter, reveal that the lower the level of education
the more suthoritarian the parent, and that, there has been
since World War II a general increase in permissiveness
among parents as well as in the general level of education
achieved.?

Age was congidered g significant factor because our
theory base teaches that there is an appropriate stage in
1ife for the rearing of children which comes after the turbu-
lent adolescent period and before the near onset of the meno-
pausal change in women., It is true that perfect permissive-
ness is not expected in parents but generally speaking during
the years of young adulthood, appfcximat@ly from the early
twenties until the late thirties, the mother emotionally and
physically is best suited to the task of child rearing. The
immature, upset, adolescent parent, often little better than
a c¢hild herself, with many needs and confusions of her own,
will tend to reject the child born to her at this time and

%o be non-permissive with the young child who makes so many

9. Zuckerman, B. B. Barrett, R. M. Bragiel, 7The
Parental Attitudes of Parents of Child Guidance Cases,¥ Child
Development, Vole XXXI {1960) ppe. 401-4173 E. E. Macoby, Heke
Gibbg, ®iethods of Child Hearing in Two Sccial Classes,®
Readings in Child Development, ed. W. E. Martin, C. B.

w“tendler {New Yorks Harcourt Brace, 1954}, pp. 380-396,
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show non=permigsiveness or extreme permissiveness rather

than permissiveness in their child rearing practices and
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Permissiveness meant making the demands for self-control

5

placed upon the child to correspond with his developmental

level, Extreme permissiveness meant making the demands for
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Lastly we assumed that our sample was representative of the
client population served by the major family agencies of
Winnipeg but not necessarlily representative of the general
populatione.

The method of our study was to draw a stratified random
sample of over three hundred families from the caseloads of
the five aforementioned social agencies of the {ity of
Winnipeg Proper and in January 1964 to interview the mother
in each family to determine her age, educational level, ethnic
origin and how she had proceeded with the infant feeding,
toilet training and sex training of one child now between the

ages of six and ten years. The families were individually

interviewed and @ specially designed schedule administered

in order to secure the specific information required since
it was considered impossible to obvain this from agency
records.

The response to each question answered was rated as
non-permissive, permissive or extremely permigsive, The
schedules were rated as non-permissive, permissive, ex-
tremely permissive, or inconsistent for each of the three
child rearing practices and then globally en the bases of
the ratings of their three sections. The global ratings
were then charted in regard to the independent variasbles of
age, education and ethnicity of the mother.

It is hoped that the findings of this research group

will be some value to the family agencies in Winnipeg Proper
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and that it will stimulate further research in this most
important area namely, childerearing practices. A review of

the background literature follows in Chapter Il.




CHAPTBR 1IX
BACKGROUHD OF THE 37UDY

‘The children of today are the adults of tomorrow,
thus the future of a society to a great extent rests in
its children. This obvicus truth is one of the reasons
why children and their needs have been and are the centre
of much interest, concern and research including this
studyo.

From the writings of such authors as Margaret Mead,
Ruth Benedek and Erik Hrikson we know that childerearing
practices differ in different socisties. Erikson writes:
There is some intrinsic wisdom some unconscious
planning and much superstition in the seemingly
arbitrary vavieties of child training: Whst is

‘good for the child®, what may happen to him,

dependg on what he is supposed to become and
whereel

In the context of the above it is necessary for us
to réflect a moment on our present society and its velues.
We live in a Judeo-Christian, democratic, urban-industrial
society. These epithets tell us much about the general

values of our society. They tell us that it recognizes

Lirik He Erikson, "Identity and the Life Cyecle,®
Psychological “ssues, Vole I, Hool {1959), p.58.

14
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God, values religion, and sees man a&s an intelligent being
capable of knowing and loving. It believes that each human
being has worth and dignity and should not be exploited.
it %eli%ves_ts@ in mant's ability to use and control inani-
mate matter, and through scilence and technology to bring
about progress. Achievement and success have priority value
and necessitate that man has personal characteristics of
independence and initiative.? Our society regards the fam-
ily as its basic social institution which has as its essential
functions the procreation, the rearing and the induction into
society of children.’ Freudian psychology, on which this
study is theoretically essentially based, opened the way for
all the further insights into the personality of man and
its development which have occurred since the turn of the
century. A major one of these insights has been that:

The most important components of personality, those
on which later progress depend, come into being in the
give-and-take of family life, and that many of the
customs, ideas, beliefs, and values of the socciety are
transmitted to children by their parentsSe o o « « It

is in and through the family that the main components
of & child®s personality develop.

[8

2Harold L. Wilensky, and Charles N, Lebeaux, Industrial
Society and Social Welfare, (New York: Russell Sage Foundation,
1958), ppe 33=-403 A Healthy Personality for Every Child, 4
Digest of the Fact Finding Report to the Mid-Century White
House Conference on Children and Youth, (Health Publications

Institute, Inc., 1951}, pp. 13 and 16,

3Helen Leland Witmer,and Ruth Ketinsky, Personality
in the Making, {(Wew Yorke Harper and Brothers, 1952), pp.
ana 1779

bIbide, pe 17k
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Though we know there are many illegitimete births in our

society today Witmer end Hotinsky say the fact remains

that s
The value of the family in providing a setting of
supporting affection is inecreasingly evident as
knowledge sbout child development grows. To foster
and sustain a developing sense of individuality and
worth, children require not only physical care bub
also love, response and personalized atbtention. For
this task the familg has advantages over any other
social institution.

Witmer and Kotinsky note that the signifiecant family
unit consists of husband, wife and minor children which
wnit is originated by merrisge. Husband and wife are
expected to have separated themselves physically and to
a great extent emotionally from their own families and it
is their duty to bring up their children to do the same,

ol
thus, children are early urged toward independence.”

Erikson says that marriage should occur only &fter
a boy and girl have achieved a sense of ®intimacy®™ by
which he means capacity for psychological, interpersonal
mubuality as well as sexual intimacye7 FParenthood, however,
requires further personality development and the acquisie
tion of Wgenerativity® which implies the wish "to combine
their personalities and energies in the production and

8

care of common offspring¥,  Witmer and Kotinsky call this
P g Ly

interest in producing and caring for children of cne’s own

5Tbide, pel78e CIbide, p.186 and p.197.

7Erik He Erikson, Op.Cite, pe95: 3;2@169 Pe97
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#parental sense® and sey its "essential element is the
desire to nourish and nurture in its essence what has been
p?@@@ﬁ%éaﬁg Thus we see that the conditions necessary for
the optimum performance of the parental role imply emotional
maturity on the part of the parents.

Freudien psychology teaches that the human offspring
comes into the world completely immature and dependent bub
with innate capacity for growth and development. This
development , commonly called psychesexual or psychosocial
{these terms are used almost interchangeably), takes place
in stages and is influenced by constitubional and environe
mental factors. The adults, hopefully the parents, to whose
care the child is committed are to a great extent responsible
for the resultant personality of the child.i0 Josselyn writess

It is in childhood that the gradual evolution of the
personality should take place, culminating in emotional
f@tuf§ty gginaident in time with vhysical and social
maturitye »

Erikson, who out of a Freudian orientation, writes
so ably about child develepment sayss

e o o it is important to realize that in the sequence
of his most personal experiences the healthy child, given
& reasonable amount of guidance, can be trusted to obey

inner laws of development, laws which create a succession
of potentialities for significant interactiecn with those

gﬁitmer and Kotinsky, Op. Cite, pPpe. 23=2Lk.

0stuars M, Finch, Fundamentals of Child Psvehiatry,
{fiew York: W. W. Norton and Company, InGs, 1960), pbe LL and 13.

1lirene M. Josselyn, Pgychosccial Development of Children,

{New York: Family Service Association of Am@rica§‘i§&8ﬁ§ PolTe




18

who tend him. While such interaction varies from
culture to culture, it must remain within the proper
rate and the proper sequence which govern the growth
@fﬂgMﬁegscnalit; as well as that of an organisme.
Personality can be said to develop according to steps
predetermined in the human @?g&nlm%?s readiness to be
driven toward, to be aware of, and to interact with,
& widening Sﬁﬁlal radius, beginning with the dim image
of & m@ther and ending with mankind, or at any rate

that segment of ﬁaﬁglﬁ& which *counts! in the particular
individualtg life.

Erikson designates the first component of & healthy

personality to be "a sense of basic trust which iz an attitude

toward onesell and the world derived from the first year of
life.®13 This first developmental stage, sometimes called

the Oral Stage, has as its task the acquisition of this

bagic sense of one's own trustworthiness which is accomplished
largely as the result of the quality of mothering the child
receives, which is evidenced at this time, for the most part,
in the feeding of the babe. The baby's needs for love and
food are equated, inseparable, and of tremendous importance

in regard to future personality. Erikson writes:

& @ o 6

e o £ ﬁlstrust is the
first task of the buddlmw §erseﬁ§lztg and therefore
first of all a task for maternal care. But it must be
said that the gmount of trust derived from earliest
infantile experience does not seem t@ d@@enﬁ on absolute
quantities of food or demonst ns of love but rather
on the quality of the maternal elatlansh Doth

Josselyn writes:

The early dependency peried is of real signlfleaﬁc@
in terms of the ultimate personality pattern. Lack of
gratification during this perioed does not result in
grﬁﬁth but rather in a continual search for satisfactions
that are not forthcominges « « « o Inadequate

lzwriksan

e 52,
de, DPo 55=56 1§££ig&s P 630




gratification of the early i@ﬁﬂﬁd@ﬁﬁf needs tends to
arrest the individual at %hgz lavel  +

Infs ants, &s has been i wdicated, have the ir depen-
dency needs met first on a2 ph 3@1@&1 basis. If the
?afsrt gratifies these pﬁyﬁl@@} needs and at the sam
time gives an emotional warmth of responsge that is
vroader than the mere physical experience the child
gradually diveorces the physical from the emotional
and develops the capacity to receive love independent
of physical gratificationeld

By the above discussion and quotations I hope I have both

-

reviewed some of the literature and established the relstbions

foriny

ship between society's value of indeper ndence, the source o
dependency &s a personality trait and the cholece of maternal
attitudes as reflected in infant {feeding practices as s

focus for research by this group.

The second stage of the child®s personality development
which usu2lly occcurs in the peried from one to three years hss
as its task the development of autonomy and centers in the

child=rearing practice of toilet training. &Erikson says that
the greastest ”i ificance of this stage lies in the maturation
of the muscle gystem and the child®s consequent ability to
coordinate the conflicting action patterns of holding on and
letting go which endows him @ith an autbonomous Willai? The
child®s testing ground for this n@wly acquired power is the

teilet training process which ig socie ty*s first imposition

of socialigation upon him. Erik

@

Rl LY -y £ o b { a8 s
151rene M, Josselyn, Ope.Cite Dehle 1@Eb1dag De L0e
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too rigld or too early, thus, robbing the child of his attempt
to gradually control his bowels and other functions by his own
choice, he is faced with defeat and rebellion ensues. 8 During
the training period the child must be helped by the parent to
achieve gelf-control without loss of self-egteem from which

comes & lasbting sense ol autonomy and pride. From parental

Py

overcontrol and a sense of muscular and anal impotence, o
loss of self-control, come & lasting sense of shame and doubt.t?
The muscle contrel Erikson speaks of does not sceur and affect
the sphincter muscles until the child is walking well,2Y
In regard to the child*s development of a sense of
shame and doubt Erikson raises a further point when he gays,
“much of the indignity and une@rtaiaty wnich is arcused in
ahildr@n‘is a consequence of the parents? frustrations in
marriage, in work and in aitiﬁenshipeﬁgl Symonds expresses
in & positive way this saune idea when he says, “to give the
grgwing’child security parents should be stable, happy,
individuals, free from worry and anxiety, who have 2 task

in life and a respected place in the cemmunity.ﬂzg

1
gzbideg Do 68@
207rene i Josselyn, Upe Uite, Do 526
2lipik Erikson, Ope Cite, Do 73e

22percival M. Symonds, The Dynemics of Parent Child
Relationsghips, (New Yorks Teacher’s College, Columbia

University, 1949), Pe 2»
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In regard to the successful regolution of the conflict of

this developmental stage Witmer and Kotinsky write:

Those who would gulde the growing child wisely, then will

avoid shaming him senselessly and aveid causing him to

doubt that essentially he is =z perscen of worth. They

will be {irm and tolerant with him so that he can rejoice

in being a yewgﬁu of independence and can grant independence

o otherse
Erikson savss

The sense of autonomy which arises, or should arise in the

second stage of childhood is fostered by & handling of the

small individual which expresses a sense of rightful

dignity and laswful independence on the part of the parents

and which gives him the confident expectatlion that the kind

of autonomy fostered in childhood will not be Irustrated

iatereh

Thus in the 1ight of their concern about emotional
dependency as a personality characteristic of the clients of
social agencies the researchers invelved in this study selected
for their imvestigation of the second stage of child develop-
ment the important area of tollet tralainge
The third stage known as the genital stage occurring

approximately during the three to six year span ol life

necessitates that the child resolve a painful psychological

I his own sex and emerge

Py

basis for & high vet realistic
2 _ - .
dependence.”® 25 Erikson further describes

o

this stage when he writes:

23

Witmer and Kotinsky, Dp.Cits,

x:,g 3 202 b T w o w & .
“vErik brikson, Upelite, p-73.
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This is also the stage of infantile sexual
curiosity, genital excitability, and occasional pre-
cccupation and overconcern with sexual matters. This
‘genitality® is of course, rudimentary, a mere pro-
mise of things to comey often it is not partiecularly
noticeable as such., If not specifically provoked
into precociocus manifestation by especially striet
and pointed prohibitions ('if you touch it, the
doctor will cut it off?) or special customs (such
as sex play in groups), it is apt to lead to no more
than a series of fascinating experiences which scon
become friggtening and pointless snough to be
represgsed,

The c¢child in the genital stage 1s bound to ask ques-
tions about sex and birth and when these occcur the experts
are in agreement that the questions should be answered only
as they come up, and then, frankly, truthfully, patiently and
without embarragsmentgg? In this stage then the child:

develops the prerequisites for masculine and feminine
initlative, that 1s, for the selection of social goals
and perseverance in appreoaching them. Thus the stage
is all set for entrance intg life, except that life
must first be school 1life.28

Witmer and Kotinsky express the same idea when they says

If during this prescheel period the child can get
some anticipatory sense of the various roles and
functions that he can perform as an adult, he will
be ready vo progress joyfully to the next stage, in
which he will find pleasurable accomplishment in
activities less fraught with fantasy and fear.<

201hid., pe 76e

‘271bide, p.78; O. Spurgeon English and Gerald He Jo
Pearson, Emotional Problems of Living, Avolding the Neurotic
Pattern, {Hevised Enlarged Editiong New Yorks: W. W. Nerton
and Company, 1955}, pe &9

28Erik Erikson, Cito, DPeT78e

29%itmer and Kotinsky, Ope Cite, Delb,
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ity and masturbatory activity of this stage ol child develop-

e
sbudye
fhis research group were interested in determining the

points oub thats

Parental attitudes may also be relative teo the i partie
cular function invelved. Some mothers may be egp@alaim
ly rejecting or overanxious with regard to feeding,
Uthers may wage the batile ar@uﬁi teilet and ui@aﬂ¢iﬁ es
training. Other mothers will he 5@““1&31§ sensitive to
manifestations of sexual vbehavior and will repress curi-
081ty or autoerotic practices. o o o o Some %iﬁ@ﬁ the
parental attitude may be limited to a m@@@ifiﬁ unction
at other times the child’s total self may be iﬁ?@l?%@aﬁﬁ

1“5.
@

This would lead us to expsct some inconsist ncy in the ree

ey
tu

y

actions and attitwles of parents during chi lderearing,

However Symonds summed up the priac ciples on which the ree-

i}

searchers based their approsch when he wrotes

All the signs seem to be that basic per m@ﬁ@litg is
usually, if not lwam@ formed thre human relstion-
Shlp% within the family cirele. Su bseguent @xpe?:@ 1ce
in casework has strengthened the ﬁj§$ hesis that a
deflinite relationship exists bebtween parental attivudes
and the way parents behave foward a child and that child's
own attitudes and behaviores+

In this study the varisbles selected for investigation

a - -
308ymonds, Ops Cite, Ded

3lpercival i Symonds, The FPsvchology of Parent-Child
nelation ighips, {(Je 4ppleton - Century Sompany, Ince,1930) Debk.
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resultant behavior to be due to & feeling of loss and regret
that the glamorous days of courtship were over, & general
sense of frustration with their life situation and a lack
of experieace and maturity in interpersonal relations.so

Zuckermen et al in their study found a significant
drop in authoritarian controlling factors in the thirty-Iive
to thirtye-nine age group relative to the younger and older
gr@up.35 |

There was quite a bit of evidence available in the
literature in support of our hypothesis that mothers of
lesser @duc&ti@g are more severe in their attitudes towards
their children. Zuckerman et al, Porter, Platt and his
associates, Macecoby and Gibbs all found that there was a
relationship between the educational level of the mother
and her attitudes toward her childrenes/ lVothers of lesser

education tend to be less accepting, more autheritarian

3hobert Ho Sears, Eleanor E. Maceoby, Harry Levin,
Fatterns of Child Rearing, (New York and Evanston: Row
Peterson and Company, 1957), pe 437

38y, Zuckerman, B. He. Barrett, R. M. Bragiel, #The
Parert al Attitudes of Parents of Child Guidance Cases, ¥
Child Development, Vol. XAXI, (1960), pp. 401-417.

374, Zuckerman et _al, Ibid.: B. M. Porter, “The
Helationship Between Marital Ad justment and Parental Accep~
tance,” Journal of Home Economics, Vol. XLVII, PPe 157=1864¢
He Platt, G. Jurgensen, 8. P. Chorost, "Comparison of
Childrearing Attitudes of lothers and Fathers of Emotionally
Jisturbed Adolescents,” Child Development, Vol. IXXTIII,
(1962), pp.1l7-1223 E. E, Haccoby, He K. Gibbs, ®lethods
of Childrearing in Two 3Jcecial Classes,® Readings in Child
Development ade. W E. Martin, Celia B. Stendler,(lNew Vork:
darcourt Brace, 1954), pp.380-396,
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suppressive or hostile toward their children. Happ, in
his study of #(lhildrearing Attitudes of lMothers in Gere
many and the United States,® through his finding that the
German mothers, who had significantly less education than
the American mothers, were consistently more authoritarian
than American mothers in their chnild rearing, drew the cone
clusion that the more education the mother has the less
controlling are her child rearing atbitudes,3d Zuckerman
also notes that the more highly educated mothers are likely
te be more familiar with and accepting of the current
democratic permissive childrearing ideals and technigues
put forth by psychologists and educators, because of their
exposure to this through schools and the communication
media particularly women's magazines.39
The last independent variable included in our study

was culture in the terﬁs of ethnicity and stress of accul-
turation. Apler in his study “The Influence of Ethnie and
Class Subcultures on Child Care® says this:

Practically no anthropologist believes culture moulds

children directly into fixed invariasble patterns of

behavior. lMost agree that culture as an elaborate and

perhaps the chief adaptive mechanism of whole groups

of people embodies a considerable range of learned

patterns of traditional behavior in which class and
status variants in child care are only two of a series

Bgﬁan We Rapp, ®Childrearing Attitudes of Mothers
in Germany and the United States,® Child Qevelﬁnm@nﬁ
VoloXXXIT (1961), pp.669<5678,

BQzUCkemaﬂ et alg Q@e {;iteg pai&»lz&n
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of significant differences.®’
Sears, Maccoby and Levin say that cultural factors operate
ing in the life of the mother are to some degree respone
sible for her child rearing practices.:l Eric Larrabee
in #Childhood in Twentieth Century America® writes that
Fchild training is an expression of culture, just as much
as sonnets or postage stamysﬂaéz The Fact Finding Report
to the Midcentury White House Conference on Children and
Youth has the following to say in regard to culture:

Sﬁltur@ is powerful and pervasive, changing the

expression of our biological drives, affecting

our thinking, our emotions, and our perceptions.i3

As did the writers of the aforementioned report,

the researchers involved in this study here being reported
felt that the cultures {in terms of ethnic origin) within
the City of Winnipeg were too numerocus to be deseribed
singly in terms of hypotheses though we wished to recog=e
nize this factor as important and decided to note any

significant variations between the different ethnic

groupse ik

40y, Ko Opler, “The Influence of Ethnic and Class
Subcultures on Child Care,® Sogial Problems, Vel. III,
(1955), pol3.

1 “r ) T o .
*lS@arsg Haccoby and Levin, 0Op.Cite., pPo 12.

42Eric Larrabee, “Childhood in Twentieth Century
America,” The Nation's Children, ed. Eli Cingberg, (New Yorks
Columbia University Press, 10607, p. 203e

’ sPe 61, !‘%’&"l@id e g Do 634-; HeKo goler 2 GE@ Cit, Le 16.
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Opler also says that though the cultural background

ild care practices influences the individual through

S

of ¢

&

Ui

his life course and implants in him such notions as tho
of duty, obligation and sexual role, all these phenomena
3
are open to the effects of acculturation.®? (ne of the
effects of acculturation is the stress it often engenders
in those undergeing the process and this writer believes
that this stress felt by the parents will be reflected
as non-permissiveness in their c¢hild rearing practices..
Kuhn in ¥YAmerican Families Todays Development and
Differentiation of Types® writes:
It is obvious that the family always exists in some
social setting and in some kind of culbural context.
Sometimes the family is so inclusive that it is
almost coterminous with its society and cultures in
other instances, and particularly under the influence
of urbanization, industrialization, and specialigation,
it becomes much 1@23 important within the scope of
the larger whole.%

To thoroughly cover the available literature on
families, children and child rearing would be a formid-
able task and not within the opportunity of this writer.
I have attempted to review my readings which were done

of necessity rather selectively in the course of this

research project. There is one further aspect of this

B5Tbide, pel8

hOuanford He Kuhn, "Americen Families Today:
Development and Differentiation of Types,® Family M

and Parenthood, ed. Howard Becker and Ruben

111
Edition; Bostons Do C. Heath and Company, 1955), pel67.
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study upon which I would like to comment and in so deing
make mention of some studies which have at least some
kinship with this one,
This study chose to focus on non-permissiveness,
permissiveness and extreme permissiveness as reflected

n the child rearing practices of infant feeding, toilet

fuba

training and sex traianing. There have been many other
studies with a somewhat similar approach to c¢child rearing
at least to the extent that they teo in some wavy rafer
to permissiveness and take into account the same areas of
child rearing. Sears, Maccoby and Levin's comprehensive

study Pattermns of Child Rearing previcusly referred to

by this writer has become a most important text on child
rearing. Though they stated their findings as somewhat
inconclusive they did find evidence in favor of permissive
child rearing.

In Ge As Milton's study of forty=four parentsl child
rearing behaviors the five dimensions which emerged as
stable dimensions relevant to development theory were in
line with the thinking on which this study is based.

These were non-permissiveness, general family interaction,
warmbth of mother child relstionship, responsible child

training orientation, aggressiveness and punitivenesseé7

476, Ao Milton = ®A Factor Analytic Study of Child-
Rearing Behavior,®” Child Development, Vol. XXIX, (Sep=-

tember, 1958}, p. 38le302e
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Calvin Settlage in his study ¥The Values of Limits
in Child Rearing® says:
In general, we know that rigid child training tends
tc beget either a stifling of initiastive or rebellion.
We also know that the childerearing philosophy £Zenere
ally described by the term 'permissiveness?! arose out
of protest against rigid and harsh discipline. What
I wish to convey in the term setting limite' is the
concept of 'freedom within limitsf.n
This ®freedom within limits® is I think the meaning
of the permissiveness urged by such experts as Brikson and
Jogselyn. It is in this sense that permissiveness is used
in this study.
In Chapter III the method by which the study was

conducted and the findings analysed will be presented.

b8gaivin Fo Settlage, "The Values of Limits in Child
Rearing," Children, Vol. V, (September, 1958}, p.176.




To secure the data for this study a stratified sys-
ematic random sample was drawn from the cases asctive in

December 1963 with the sgencies previously 1isted.l In Janu

o)

o

=ary 1954 the sample group were individually interviewed for
the purpose of completing a specially designed schedule. Bach

3

nterviewer administered to those he interviewed the schedules

frade

“

f the three groups invelved in the itotal research project.

@

3

The schedule pertaining to the investigation of child
rearing practices, that is, this section of the project, could
only be administered to the families where there was a mother

and a physically meatally normal child in the six to ten age

(a

roup, who had been ralsed from birth by the mobther nresent,
§ 2P S

A sample population of 2,70l resulted when the families

not domiciled in Winnipeg Proper were eliminated from the total
client family populations of the [ive agencies. From this a

3

project sample was drawn by the method of stratified systema-
5ic random sampling which was considered the simplest way of
obtaining a statistically valid sample. The total sample was
-set at a figure considered large enocugh to be representative

of the client population yet within the limits of the resear-

lSée the footnote on Page 1 of this studve
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guestiong in regard to infant feeding, toilet training and
gsex training were Irsmed as simply as possible and aimed ab
the aspects ol these developmenval pericds which are theore-
tically considered most significant in terms of dependence
and independence in the later pergonality. The open ended
guestions used were designed to elicit responses which
would reveal the underlying meternal attitule as well as
the particular child rsaring practice involved without the
interviewer leading the interviewee. A preamble to each of
the three sections of the child rearing schedule was drawn
up té assist the interviewer in placing the interviewee at
ease, thus, to securs more accurate respeonses. (See
Appendix A).

In asdministering the schedule a casework=like
approach was to be used and the guestions were to be read
as written. Those who were to administer the schedule were
instructed in its use

The schedule was tested by means of a pilot project
conducted in December 19863 when, from a total preject
sample of 45, 30 schedules pertaining to child rearing
practices were obtained. After examination of these some
of the questicns were rephrased to achieve greater clarity.
of meaning.

A limitation to this sbudy was recogniged in that it

was deemed necessary to limit the number of gquestions because

of the length of time invelved for both the interviewer and




3k

interviewee in completing the three schedules of the teotal
research project. Further limitstions were imposed in that
the ¢hild rearing schedule was administered by persons
other than those doing this particular study and by the
factor of the distance in time from the events the mothers
were being asked to describe, which distance does, at least
in se@e cases, cause inaccurate recall of the alffect asso-
giated with the event.

The data was analyzed in the light of working defini-
tions set up so that the responses to the questions of each
sacti@n gould be classified as permissive, non permissive
or ext?emély permissive. These working definitions were as

follows:

Infant Feeding

l. Permissive infant feeding meant feeding the child accord=
ing to a flexible schedulej allowing the child %o eat be-
tween meals but not to impair his appetite for regular mealsg
encouraging the child to eat at meal time but not foreing
him to eat; encouraging the better performance in the handl-
ing of food and indicating disapproval in a non-punitive
manner when food was deliberately spilled.

2 HNon permissive infant feeding meant rigidly adhering to

a schedule; never feeding thé ehild between meals: foreing

the child to eat at mealtime; and punishing the child for

spillings

3. Extremely permissive infant feeding meant feeding the
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infant whenever he criesy feeding the child whenever he

- wanted to eat without regard to mealtime; being indifferent

1f the child refused to eat at megltime; and ignoring the

child when he spillied foocde

Toilet Training

1. In the toilet training process we considered the mother
to be permissive if she began toilet training at the time

the child was walking well by himself or during the following
six monthsy when she encouraged the child to produce when ’
he was placed on the pot but was flexible in this demandg
when she ?écegﬁiz@d the child's inability to control his
bladder function dufiﬂg the night but indicated to him that
in time change was desirablei if she showed disapproval when
the child soiled his pants and encouraged the child to
perform this function on the pote

2. In the toilet training process the mother was considered
£o be non permigssive if she began teoilet training before

the child was able to walk unaidedy if she adhered to an

inflexible schedule of toilet training and punished or

scolded the child for not producing on the pot; if she pune
ished the child for wetting during the night after he was
regarded as toilet trained; if she severely scolded or
punished the child for soiling his pantse.

3. In the toilet training process the mother was considered
to be extremely permissive if she began the training six

months or more alter the child had begun to walk unaidedjy if
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she did not encourage the child to perform on the poti if
she was indifferent to the child®s bed wetting after she
considered him trained; if she ignored or was indifferent to

the child’s soiling his pants.

l. Permigsiveness in sex training was an understanding and
gulding response on the part of the parent to the child's
curicsity about sex. A4 permissive response was shown by
getbing the c¢hild who had remecved his clothes to put them
on and discouraging this type of behaviori answering the
child's guestions about sex truthfully but simply§ dis-
couraging and diverting the child from sex play with other
children and with his own bodye.

2. Non permissiveness in sex training was a punishing or
scolding response on the part of the parent to the child’s
taking off his clothes; sex play with himsell or with otherss
and it was refusing to answer, scolding or giving s dis-
honesgt response o the child®s gquestions about sex.

3e Extreme permissiveness in sex training was a parental.
response which ignored or encouraged the child to run around
without clotheg: to engage in sex play with himselfl or

with others: and it was giving too many facts or dwelling

on the child's questions about sex.

The schedules were numbersd and then each response

rated a@s permissive, non permissive or extremely permissive
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according to the working definitions. On the basis of the
total number of gquestions answered, by the method of simple

the three sections were then rated as Non=permisg=
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ive, permissive, extremely permissive or inconsistent. The
latter category was round to be necessaryve. The results
obtained which relate to the major hypothesis of this study
will be presented in the text of Chapter IV in terms of
numbers and percentages, the latter being used rather than
proportions throughout Chapter IV.

The resulis as to permissiveness, none-permissiveness,
extreme permissiveness as found in the individual sections
ol infant feeding, btoilet training and sex training will
also be presented in Chapter IV as numbers and percentages
in tabular form, which table relates to the three sube

hypotheses particular to the child rearing practices being

investigated. A4 category of incomplete was found te be
necessary on this table since there were some of those
interviewed who blocked completely on the questions about
B8EXe —

The schedules were classiflied as to their global
ratings of permissive, non=permissive, extremely permiss-
ive or inconsistent in relstion to bthe educational level of
the mother., The educational clagsification used in this
study was based on the Manitoba Scheol System thus it cone
tained three educational ranges namely, no education te

grade six, grade seven to grade nine and grade ten upe. The
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results in regard to this independent variable were charted
and will be so presert ed in numbers and percentages in
Chapter IV. Similarly the schedules were classified as

to their global rating of permissive, non-permissive
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childs JMothers
wenty-one years and under were classed as voungser., tho
twenby-two to thirty-{ive years as middle: end those
thirty-six and up as older. The data from this crosse
classification will be presented in a table in terms of
numbers and percentages in the following chapter.

The results of the two independent cross-classifi-
cations were examined and significant interrelaticonships
noted. Thus the sub-hypotheses in regard to age and educae
tion were answered.

The last tabulation of data was that of the ethnic
origins of the mother the major classifications used for
this belng émgi% Saxon, West Buropean, Bast Eurcpean,
Mediterranean, Indian, Criental and Others in relation to
the global rating of permissive, non-permissive, ex remely
permissive and inconsisvent. Sizeable configurations were

noted and some conclusions drawn though these were framed

Lods

in the light of the researchers stated views on ethnicity
as being only a part of the tobtal cultural fachore

Chapter IV follows with the specific analysis of

data,
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By the method of simple majority each of the three sections

From the one hundred and seventy-six schedules
administersd by face to face interview in regard to the
overall research project.the child-rearing section of the
project secured a total sample of eighty=three, since the
schedule investigabing child-rearing practices could be
completed only where there was present & mother ard a
physic@llywm@ntally normal child in the six to ten y@aré
age group, who had been raised from birth by the mother,.

The group of fifteen researching childerearing
practices together rated each qu@sﬁi@n answered on the
eighty-three schedules as permissive, non-permissive,
or extremely permissive according to the working definie
tions for the three areas of child-rearing selected for study,

namely, infant feeding, toilet training and sex training.

was then rated as permissive, non-permissive, extremely
permissive or inconsistent, which additional category was

found to be necessary., The resulis secured are presented

in Table 1,
It should be noted that in each ares the total number

of those in groups other than permissive exceeds the number
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in the permissive group. It should also be noted that the
largest single percentage in infant feeding (L0.9) and in
sex training (41.5) appeared in the permissive category
whereas the largest single percentage in the toilet training

section {39.8) was in the non-permissive category.

TABLE 1

DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES BY HUMBER AND PERCENTAGE ACCORDING
TO CATEGORIES OF PERMISSIVENESS IN THE THREE
AREAS OF CHILD-REARING PRACTICES

Infant FeedingToilet Training| Sex Training

Noe % Noo % Noe %

Total 83 100 83 100 658 100
Permissive 34 L,0.G 20 2hel1 27 Lle5
NHon=Permissive 13 1566 33 3G.8 | 20 30.8

- Extremely :
Permissive 24 28,9 14 16.8 b 6.0
Inconsistent iz 1hel, i6 19,3 | 14 215

218 could not be rated because none of the

guestions had been answered.

Based upon the rating of their three sections the 83
schedules were then rated globally with the result that 21
families or 25.3% of the sample fell into the permissive
categorys 16 families or 19.3% of the sample were in the
non-permissive category; & families or 9.6% appeared in the
extremely permissive category: and 38 families or 45% were

inconsistent in their child rearing practices. Again it
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it was noted that the total number of those in groups other
than permissive exceeded those in the permissive group but
the single category aontaining the greatest number was that
of inconsistent.

The results of the global rating of the families as
to their category of permissive, a@nmpermissive§ extéemely
vpermissive or inconsistent were looked at in relation %o

the education of the mother as shown in Table 2.

TABLE 2

DISTRIBUTION OF MOTHERS BY WUMBER AND PERCENTAGE
ACCORDING TO CATEGORIES OF PERMISSIVEWESS
IN THREE EDUCATIONAL LEVELS

Total | Elementary Junior High School
School High School | Grade 10
O=Grade &6 | Grades 7= | ard up

Hoe % Noe % Ho. %
Total 83 18 106 Li 100 21 100
Permissive 21 3 16,7 10 22.7 g8 38.1

Non Permissive 16 2 1l.1 11 25.0 3 1403

Extremely ‘
Permissive 8 2 11,1 & 13.6 0 0
Inconsistent 38 11 61.1 17  38.7 {10 L7.5

The educational. levels used corresponded to those of the
Manitoba School Systéme We noted that the percentage of
permissiveness increased as the educational level of the

mother rose, thus, the hypothesis regarding this independent




variable was supported.

L2

It was also noted that there were no

extremely permissive mothers in the group with the most educa-

tion and that in the inconsistent category the highest percent-

age {6l.1) occurs in the group with the least education.

Similarly the results of the gleobal rating of the

families as to their category of permissive, non-permigsive,

extremely permissive or inconsistent were looked at in rela-

tion to the age of the mother at the

the results as presented in Table 3.

AGE DISTRIBUTION OF I
OF THE CHILD Zh @IFWhR““T CATEGORIES OF
PERMISSIVERESS BY NUMBER ARI

TPEY £YERRTY 4 LYY
FSTERWER) L3 W5 LV 240}

TABLE 3

hirth of her ehild with

Tetaﬁ Permissive Hon Extremely | Inconsise
Permissive [Permissive; tent
5 " -
loe % Hoe % lioce % Hoe &%
Total g28 1 20 100 (16 100 g 100 38 100
21 years & ' \
under 17 6 30 L 25 0 0 7 18.k
22=35 years] 52 11 55 7 b3.75{ 7 87.5 127 T7l.0
36 years %
over 13 3 15 5 31.2511 125 | & 10.5
87he mother's age was not given on one schedule.

Tt is noted that most of the mothers were in the 22=35 year

age group and that of these the greatest number were found
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to be inconsistent. The total number of mothers in the
younger and older age groups of the extremely permissive and
non=permissive categories taken together was not significante-
ly different than the number of mothers in the same age
groups who were permissive. Thus there does not seem Lo be
any significant relationship betwéen age and level of
permissiveness.

Table.& shows the global rating of the schedules as
to permissive, non-permissive, extremely permissive and in-
consistent in relation to the ethnic origin of the mother,
ethnicity being handled under five groupings as seen in
Table L. It is noted that there does seem to be some rela-
tionship between ethnicity and permissiveness, the highest
percentage appearing in the Anglo-Saxon grouping. The
percentage showing in the group called Others would not be
considered valid because of the very small number on which
it is based.

It is noted that the lowest percentage of permissive
families and the highest percentage of inconsistent families
appear in the West European grouping and that the highest
percentages in all ethnic groupings appear in the inconsis=
tent categorye.

It was thought that tabulation of data in terms of

the guestions of each secbtion might be of interest and value

% thug these are presented in Tables I, II and III in Appen-

dix B, It should be noted per Table I that the questions




TABLE 4

DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES BY NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE ACCORDING
TO CATEGORIES OF PERMISSIVENESS IN FPIVE ETHNIC GROUPINGS

Total | Anglo Saxon West East
European { DBuropean Indian Other
Noe % Hoe % Noe % Hoe % Noo 4
Total g2% | 35 100 | 26 100 14 100 2 100 4P 100
Permissive 20 10 2771 & 1662 L 26,5 1 0O 0 2 50
Non Permissive 16 9 25,0 5 1G.2 1 7ol 1 50 O 0
Extremely Permissive 8 2 505¢( 3 1l.6 3 2Llek § O 0 o 0
Inconsistent 38 15 Ble7 ] 1h 61.6 6 L3.8 | 1 50 2 50

80ne schedule did not state the ethnic origin of the mother,

bThis group consists of 1 Jewish, 1 Iftalian, 1 South African and 1 Canadian

regpondentse
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of the infant feeding section were well answered. Among
the families there was a very high degree of permigsiveness
{79¢5%) in regard to feeding children in between meals.

Tabl@‘lz shows a consistent high degree of none
permissiveness in toilet training. It should be noted that
thirty respondents did not answer Question 3 which could
indicate that the question was ambiguous.

Table 111 shows the very high percentage of unanswered
questions as we see the incomplete category showing 53% for
Question 1, 60.3% for Question 2, 67.5% for Question 3, and
61.4% for Question L. This may indicate greater signifi-
cance in terms of the subject matter than the particular
guestions.

Coneclusions resulting from this data both in terms
of the hypotheses of this study and otherwise will follow

in Chapter V.



CHAPTER ¥
CONCLUSIONS

The tobal sample group for the child rearing section
of the research project consisted of eighty-three families
since only 83 fulfilled the necessary conditions for the
completion of the schedule pertvaining to child rearing
practices namely, that there be liviﬁg in the home a physi-
cally mentally normal child in the six to ten year age group
and the mother whe had raised the child frem birth.

The responses given to the guestions asked about the
child rearing practices of infant feeding, toilet training
and sex training were rated as non-permissive, permissive
or extremely permissive according o the working definitions
of these categories of parental avtitudes stated in Chapter
TIT of this studyve By the method of simple ma jority the
predominant attitude per child rearing practice was ragted
as non=-permissive, permissive, extrenely permissive, or
ineconsistent, which latter category became necegsary in view
of the findings. Thus the individual hypotheses about infant
feeding, voilet training, and sex praining were answersd as
follows.

Tt was hypothesigzed that: A greater proportion of
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The researchers acknowledge that due te flaws in and limis-
tations to the schedule some inconsistency may have appeared
but the researchers suggest that the inconsistency revesaled
by the study may have other meaninge

The preblems which bring families to social agencies
for help are varied but almost always they are the result of
the parents? difficulty in carrying their adult roles. It
was thought by the research group that there may be some
connection between this and their child rearing practices.
Then too there is so much uncertainty throughout the whole
of life today. People are constantly subjected to change
and stress due to the type of society in which we are livings.
This uncertainty affects performance of social roles promi-
nent among which is the parental role. It should also be
noted that the need for consistency in handling children is
stressed by all the authorities on child rearing including
those cited in Chapter II of this study. The knowledge of
this inconsistency, which causes so much emotional distur-
bance in children, and which would seem to be so widespread
in the families representative of our client population
should be of real value to the workers in our major social
agencies serving families as well as being & point of
interest to future researcherss

in evaluating the schedule and noting the very good
response Go the gquestions on infant Lfeeding and the very
poor response to those on sex training we can speculate that

possibly the general feeling about what is an allowable and
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acceptable type of pleasure has some influence here. Eating
hence f@@ﬁiﬂgg is a socially acceptable pleasure for all
people, whereas the area of sex is a charged one and &s was
pointed out by Hylan Lewis an area which is not talked about
by the lower classes. He says ®there is @ striking lincidence
of parental shame and embarrassment aboub sex. Sex education
is almost lacking in these families.® He associates this
with the high incidence of promisculty and illegitimacy
found among this class and suggests that many are anxious
to have things different for their children but jJust deo not
know how to proceed. Therefore much can be done in this
area on an educational levelel I suggest this peint as
another valuable contribution of this study to the workers
in the social agencies involved in ihis study.

The questions around toilet training were slightly
different and asked more specifically about incidents which
happen in the normal course of events and the data obtained
was possibly the most conclusive because people have more
definite ideas about what they should do in regard to these.

A4 study such as this is always subject to many and
severe limitations. OUne of the limitations most regretted
was the fact that the data secured by each of the three

sectbions of the overall research project could not have been

amassed , tabulated and correlated per family. From such a

lﬁylﬂn Lewis, #Child Rearing Practices Among Low
Income Families,” Casework Papers 1901, {ilew Yorks Family
Service Association of America, 1961}, pp. 86=88.
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picture of the families some more specific and significant
conclusions might have been cbservable.
It is to be hoped that many more research projects
of this type will be undertaken in fubture sc that our know-

ledge of these persons who are clients may grow and we may

then learn how bebier to help thenm.
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APPERDIX A
QUESTIONNAIRE

Part C
CHILD REARING

Instructions to the Interviewer

This part of the schedule is to be completed only
if there is a physically/mentally normal child in the home
between the age of 6§ = 10 vears who has been raised from
birth by the mother answering the questionse All guestions
are to be answered in regard to the same child. If there
is more than one child in this age group, the questions
are to be answered in regard to the child closest to age
six yearse.

When asking questions, please try to refer to the
c¢hild by using his name, wherever possible. Ask Mother
whether child is retarded or handicapped.

Te We all know that children have different likes and
dislikes with regard to food, and the times at which
they want to eat. Nowy,

1. During the first six months when you were
feeding your baby, either by breast or by
bottle, did you have a system or a roubine
for feeding him?

(a) If yegs Can you tell me what this system
was and how you knew when to feed
him?

{b) If no: How did you know when to feed him?

NOTE: If response to %a% or "b® was vague,like
won demand® or "when the baby cried®,
please ask mother what she meant by this,
in order to devermine how she knew when
to feed hime

2e When your child was 1} years old and he would
not eat his food when he was supposed to, can
you tell me what you did?
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3e
{a) When your child was 1} years old and
wanted to eat between meals, what did
you do?
{b)} If answer is 91 fed him® ask:
i) Did you feed him whenever he asked?
ii) Did you also feed him just before a
meal({s)?
be

{a) When your child was about 13 years old and
spilled his food, what did you do?

{b) If response is "I cleaned it up%, then ask
what did you do about the child?

IT. There are different ways in which people teach their
children to use the bathroom and there are many
different situations which arise during the training.
We would like to know how you handled some of these
situationse.

1le

{a) At what age did your child walk without the
help of somecne else or without holding on
to anything? {months)

{(b) How 0ld was he when you started toilet
training? {months)

2e Did you place your child on the pot regularly
to train him? Yes Mo

If yes = if you placed your child on the pot
and he did not have a bowel movement,
what did you do?

3e Bid your child ever wet the bed at night after
vou regavded him as trained?

If yes - what did vou do?

ke When your child wet and/or soiled his pants
during the day while he was being toilet trained
what did you do?
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5o If your child wet and/or soiled his pants after
you considered him ags tollet trained, what did
yvou do?

III. As children grow up, it is neot unusual for them to be
interested in their ocwn bodies and the bodies of
others. They often ask where bables come from, play
with themselves and sometimes run around the house
without any clothes on. Oould you think back to when
vour child was between 3 ani 6 yvears and tell us what
you did in the following situations.

le When vour child asked where babies come from or
what is the difference between boys and girls,
what did you do?

2e When your child showed curiosity about his oun
body or the bodies of other children, when they
were playing together, what did you do?__

3e wWhen your child took off his clothes and ran
around without any clothes on, what did you
do?

4o  When your child played with his own body, what
did you do?

These questions to be included on face sheet and in the Child
Rearing Section, following the schedule questions.

Le Age. Birth date of mother
Age of child being discussed
{Child in the home between the ages of

6 and 10 and nearest & years).

2.  Dducation. Highest grade gompleted.
Hother
3. (a) Where were you born?

{b) Where were your parents born?
i} vour mother
ii} your father

{¢) What language was spoken most often in your home
when you were & child?
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36 {d) wWhat is your national (Ethniec) origin?

be What language do vou usually speak in the home?
English Cthers {Specify)




APPENDIX B

TABLE I

ISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF FAMILIES BY NUMBER AND
PERCENTAGE I CATECORIES OF PERMISSIVENESS TO
THE QUESTIONS ABOUT i@ﬁ%ﬁT FEEDING

Guestion 1 [Question 2 [uestion 3 %uesti@n &

Hoe frg Noe ‘}% Hoe % Noe %
Total 53 1000 83 100.0 83 100.0 |83 100.0
Permissive 32 3865 13 15,6 63 79.5 15 18.1
HonePers
missgive 19 23.0 9 10.8 6 7.2 {LO L8.2
Extremely o '
P@PmiSSi‘%"@ 32 38@5 Z&Q !@8&2 13 15@6 224— 28@9
Incomplete 0 = 21 25.%4 1 1.3 L L.8

TABLE IX

DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF FAMILIES BY NUMBER AKD
PERCENTAGE IN CATECORIES OF PERMISSIVENESS TO
THE QUESTIONS ABOUT TOILET TRAINIRG

cunestion 3 0

Juestion 2

Koo % No, % Hoe % Koo % Noe %

Total §3 100.0 83 100.0 83 100.0 83 100.0 83 100.0
Permissive 28 33.7 51 8lek 16 19,3 16 19.3 14 16,8
Hon=Per=

missive L1 4G.4 22 206.5 16 19,3 L2 50.6 138 45,2
Extremely
Permissive {12 1h.kh 9 1G.8 21 25.3 [22 2605 112 1lh.h
Incomplete] 2 265 1 1.2 30 36,1 3 366 19 23,
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TABLE 11X

DISTRIBUTICH OF RESPONSES OF FAMILIES BY NG&BE@ AND
PERCENTAGE IN CATEGORIES OF ?Lﬁflﬁ%i?”“ESB
THE QUESTIONS ABOUT SEX TRAINING

Question 1 [Question 2 Question 3iQuestion L

Noe % Noe % Noo % Noe %
Total 83 1000 83 100.0 |83 100,00 | 83 100,0
PQMiSSiVe 33 279‘6 23 2}706 12@, léeg 15 1Be1
Non Pere )
missive 15 18,1 9 10,8 112 1hok | 1k 16,8
Extremely )

Permissive] 1 le3 1 1e3 1 1.3 3 3G
Incomplete (L4 53.0 50 6003 156 6745 | 51 61.4




