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.¿:IBSTR:,CT

This project was designed to investigate the distribution of

social services to fatherless families in I',iinnipeg proper. '

The study was based on data obtained through recording the

registrations at social agencies of a sample group of one hundred

fatherl-ess fanrilies receivíng financial assistance from either the

lifelfare Department of the Cíty of trJi-nnipeg or the Public iJelfare

Depa.rtment of the Provj¡rce of I'{anitoba. ;is well as i¡vestigating the

general distribution of social services to these familÍes, the use of

services by fanrities where the father r¡Ias deceased was compared with

the use by families where he had deserted., or the pa.rents were divorced

or separated. :\ predication was also made that problems of various

specific types are indicated by this use.

The fjndings revealed that fatherless fami-lies who are finan-

cially dependent do use other social- services exbensively (82% of the

families) and that families where there is desertion, sepa,ration or

divorce show a much higher requirement for social services as i¡dicated

by registration. The highest use Íias found to be by families jl the

deserted group, followed. by the sepa.rated. Divorced famil-ies appeared

to have a different configuration of needs from the other groups.

This led, to the conclusion that pa,ternal deprivalion combj:red

with financjal need results in high concentration of social services

having to be cenlred on this type of fandly.

l_L
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CIl,rPTLR I

It is ¿enerally accepted that the inost importa.nt socia I in-

stitution in the life of man is the family. The dyna,riics of iL seË

the basic pattern f or che subsequent lif e of every individua I. l'tre

ii.iportance of ihe fa.iily i,as been reco5nized in this cerlt.ury as in

no otiìer" I-iie groi.'ti-i of psycholooy, socíolooy, psychoanalysis and

Lhe ot.,er scientif ic stuclie s oi .iìan iiave alI conuributeu to this

recognition" iocial tvork too, iias seen the need E.o uncierstand and

support tire faiiily anci t-here is 6reaL enpirasis on i¿ in botli ti'reory

and practice"

r'iie faüiiIy is adi.iittedly hard to ciefine in a way sufficiently

broad to cover the óroups descríbed Ín all iinown societies' ¿\n

aclequate general ciefiniEion cievised on tire ba.sis of considerable

reading , however, see,Trs to i:e t hat a f aini ly is a group of íncer-

acËÍng i)ersons \.ri1o recogníze a relation t.o eacir other based on

marriage or some other arrânlei,iênt v:iricir establishe s or nraintains

tne iiiating relaiionsirip e Cor^xüon parentage, ancl a,rproxirirat iOn to

econo,rric unity and, nonnal Iy, a colrìmon i-.abitation.

implíes

parent

result,

f aini 1y

to urake

l':ira;ever \^7ay one def ine s i:ire 'rf ait,i Iy" however r one always

ti.rat, norinally, Í:here r.¡ill be botir a male and a fe¡,rale

and tirus rvhen one ila.rent is absent an abnorina I s ituation v¡il1

wtiicir wi ll crean partia I or coinplete d isorgani zation of the

unit . ilhi te the re¡üainino Þaren t r¡Lay doub le l-ris or i.rer ef f orts

gooci tire loss suffereci by the children, the family is slripped



of íts noriìlal

gratífication

'-li-re re,,rainín¡

obviously ;n

functions as

ai:r¡rosphere. ihere is an ii'rbalance in the

tlrat ireans a lack of coiresion in tLre fa,,;i

2.

pocential for

ly as a grouì1 "

f a t.her- -

ti.e hor¿e

parent .,iust try ic beco;¿e botl.r Ínoti¡er ano

iüipossible task ernoiionaLly" Consecuently

a broken instrument"

If tirere has been òreater recognition of the f arnilyrs i.irrportance

in tiris ceni:ury, tìr€rê has elso been a cievelo;:inent of stresses for

the fa,'ii ly ano tire inoiviclual 6rs never bef ore. îhe disturbance of

ti,e lci¡rsi:ip ;roup an.i its reciuction to the nuclear ¿roupin6, ti.e

iirobility ancl tecr.nolo6ical cle:,iancis resuliing from the Inciustrial

iievolution a-s r+e11 as i,rore recencly, tire rise of autornation com-

bined v¡icii the tensions of :r)e intern¿r.::ional situation irave rnade

life for uhe inciiviclual ancl uhe fariiily stressful and insecure. Ihe

¿rowin- acceptance of aivorce anit separat.ion, tite.,igh level of

hasiy inarriages resulting in excessive burdens which iire part.ners

cannot carry anc otiìer tnodern factors irave resulced in t.Lie one-

parent fai.Lily becoming inore and nore a common phenoiienon. It was

f eIr by the inembers of EIiis pro ject-¿rouil , af ter consiclerable

consultaË,ion of writings on the subject, that Lire broken fai,.iily vras

an inrÞortant and vital f.act of tociay's Iif e. The actuaL rn'orks consulted

ancr Êheir contenLs r.¡ill be discussed r¡ore fully in succeeciing

chapters, but suffice it to say here thrat both tnese and tiie practical

pro f essional experience of tire :,ne¡rLbers of t l-re pro ject-oroup led to

lhe decisíon Ë.hat this cype of fa.,rily nrerited exa,r,inaËion through

researctr 
"



I

liiis projecL was done as part of a larger inquiry instituË,ed

by ti-re ^.asLersr studeni:s of ttre Sciool of SociaI 'ork, L.tniversiÈy of

i,ani.Èobae inEo tire distribution of sociaL services a,ùont fai¡ilies in

i'iinnipeg proper anci ihe problerLrs occurrin; in the fanilies using

these services 
"

It rvas fel t chat tire f a,ai ly in v'hicii ttre i--ather \':as absent,

\,¡as rdore fruitful for researcli than t.irat in whiclr tire:,iother \'jas

,rri ssing. f-or one thin;e paiernal absence is co¡nmoner anc theref ore

these fa,.ri líes were íitore accessib le to s tudy in the tinre available .

'lhe writers thouóht that ín the fatherless fariiily there would likely

be a discernible pattern of iirobleu,s and use of social agencies

observable tirrou¿h researcir, and thus tiiis type of f aiiii ly is Èhe

subject. of this study. The purpose of rhe sLudy was to ciiscover

the distril¡uLion of services to, and some of the problems of, father-

less farnilies"

For the purpose of our study a faürily will be ciefined as a

unit !úhich consists of a rirale and fernale parent who v¡ere at one Liú1e

legally liarried, and at leasL one child. ¿:itrfatherless farnilyt'will

be def ineci as a faüiily in v¡hich the fatherrs absence is due Ëo deaEh,

deserËione separation or divorce"

The fa,,ilies in tire study were selected from active cases on

tire Ser--tember 1962 rc I ls of tv¡o i innipeg f inanc ia I agenc ie s : the ¿

City of ilinnipeg rublic r':elfare DeparËrnent and the Province of ¡ianitoba

Departnient of rrelfare" They were all resident in Ilinnipeg proper.
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It was felt tiiat inclusion of fa,i,ilies wi,ere thie fathel T¡¡as ill--

mentally or physically--or incarcerateii, would involve variables

difficult to cont.rol v¿hich i¿ould make any conclusions much less

valid" lhe unvled .ao'cirer an.i her f alii ly (tirou;ir ti,is v/as recognized

by the 5roup as a very colû¡iflon cause of fatherlessness) r'Tas also left

out e since a study of tiie results of .oaternal absence where the f ather

had been part of tne Éroup aL some period was intended. 'r'he oÈher

involveC an ernoiionaI ancl social sÍtuation too conLplicared for the

confines of lrhis study.

It was believed that families in which tiie faËher was per-

manently absent, i.". deceaseó, vrould likety have less sevele problems,

and therefore less use of social agencies than those in which his

absence was intermittent or Le,trporary" Use of social agency was

def ined in terms of regi stra¡íon at the agency " It I,ras recognized,

however, that registration may tìot necessari ly irnirly use 
"

lhe main irypothesis of the study was that rrfatherless families

enrolled aÈ a social agency providing financial assístance make use of

oÈher social agencies.tr

It was thought that prior inadequate social funcEioning could

have existeci in fainilies faLherless clue to desertion, divorce or

separation. Itepresentative of this prior disfunction could be such

problems as a prior financial cle:endency when the father r/üas present

anci ¡narital strife gradually invading the home.
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It is not surprisin6 Ëhat cliildren from broken homes often

present behaviour problems. 'Ihey may have been the innocent but un-

happy victims of their r¡arentsr personalicy conflicts" If one parent

has disappeared throu;h desertion, divorce or separation, the children's

development rrlay be seriously hancricapped. 'lherefore, it was exi:ected

that ic would be found Eirat behaviour and learnino probleins artong

children f rom such irornes i..ìere comr¿ron. Strulman said that. Glueckrs sludy

suggested Ëhat divorce, deserLion or separation recur very often as a

concomitant factor in juvenile delinquency.l l;ertûanent loss of a

father t.iirough deaT:h nay cause inuch suffering to a child but. he should

recover if the family has functioned norinally previously"

Rarely do chÍldren who l-rave had non'nal healthy lives come Lo

agencies for placemenL. It seeiùs that most of the children placed by

agencies come from broken or potentially broken ho*"r"2

Dependency and neglect often occur as a resulL of family deser-

Èion or non-supporE, and sínce the welfare of the cirildren is the con-

cern of the communiE.y, some of these children and t.heir fairilies will

I _-rflarry i'ianuel Sliulman, rÌThe l¡amily and Juvenile Delinquencyrt,
Tire.rnnals of the.:r¡aerican.:rcaderny of PoliticaI and Social Sciences
{January f949) p" 24.

2".arsaret ii" Gerarcl , The Lmotionally DisLurbed Child.
I'lelf are League of ..rmerica, 1957 , p" 66.

chi ld
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be broughL inLo contact rn'ith social agencies wit.h legal sanction such

as courts and cliild care agencies"

In the space available it would be iinpossible to recount. aII the

relevanL social problems of the fatherless fa¡nilÍes considered by ihe

study group. For the purpose of the researcl, project, howeverr some of

the problems discussed above r.rere chosen for consideration in relevance

to use of social a3encies" Those chosen included behaviour problems, as

shown by registration at the Chíld Guidance Clinic of Greater Ì'';innÍpeg

and Juvenile Court; chíld pLacer,rent., as shoi¿n by the records of the

Chi ldren's ,:'id oociety of irinnipeg; f inancial dependency orior to f ami ly

breakup, mariË,al strife as shovrn by registration at Ehe Fami ly ¡ureau of

Greater l;innipeg and Faniily Court; and the use of involuntary agencies,

as shown by registration at the Childrenrs ¡,id Society of ijinnipeg and

Juvenile Court,.

The following sub-hypotlieses specifically were studied:

i. Farnilies in which the father's absence is due to deserÈion,

separation or divorce will shorv greater use of social agencies than

f arriilies in v¡hich the f aclrer's absence is due Eo death"

2. ira¡¡ilÍes in which the f atherrs absence is due to desertion,

separation or dívorce wÍll show a greater incidence of financial

<iependency prior to becor,ring a fatherless fai.iily Ellan farrrilies in which

the fatherrs absence is due to deatkr"

3. Fa¡,rilies in rvhich the f ather's absence is due to desertion,

separation or clivorce, r,rill have a greater incidence of rirarital strife

prior to losing the father than families in which the fatlrerrs absence
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is due to deatir,

4. F¿¡¡rilies in ruhich the f atherrs absence ís due tc desertion

separation or ciivorce v¡iI1 show greaEer incidence of recognized be-

haviour problems than faii-iilies in whÍch the fatirer's absence is due

to deat.h.

5, Families in

separation or divorce

out.sicÌe the horne t,iran

death.

6. Fa¡nilies in

separation or divorce

farni lies Ín v¡hich the

which the f atirer's absence is due i:o desertion,

will shor^r greater incidence of chiild placemenE.

f aui lie s in v¡hi ch tire f ather ' s absence i s due to

which t.he fatherrs absence is due to deserÊion,

v¡iI1 show more use of involuntary agencíes than

fatherrs absence is due to death.

Due to pracEical considerations, it. was assumed that problems

of a specific naEure would be accepced as existing in a certain family

if that family had had contact with an agency treating that type of

problem. This has obvious limÍEations, buE since the data had to be

obtaÍned from file and records only, the amount of research that could

be done into the ephemeral and indiviclual variations in erootional and

social problems \^ias restrict.ed. This crit.erion has, at least o the

rnerit of objectivity " The dat.a for this pro ject was obtained, then,

from Ehe files and records of the t.wo financial agencies, Ehe Confi-

dential Lxchang",l tl-," Childrenrs :\id Society of t'rinnipeg, the Juvenile

lThe Confidential ;xchange rvas a co-ordinating registry
i'iinnipeg social agencies run by the i,lelfare Departnent of the
lvinnipeg. It ceased operaËion on Deceüiber 31, 1960.

for
City of



and Fauri ly Courf: , i:he ira,,ri ly ltureau o f Greater i'l innipeg , and the Chi ld

Guidance CLinic of Greater l'iinnipeg" 'rSocial agency[ used in t.he con-

text of lhis sLudy refers co these lalter agencie.s.or any other agency

list.ecl with the Conf idential lxchange, and lrf inancial agencyil to the

two indicated above. The esÈablishmenL of the reason for tÌre fatherrs

absence vias also accepted as lisced frorn tLre files of the financial

agency r"¡here ühe faili ly was registered"

Though registratÍon aÊ an agency was accepEed as evidence of

categorical need, tiris implies, of coursee use of service, and as this

project was noL designed to consÍder the influence of agency service

on family conditions iE. r{as assuned that the service given by the

various social agencies was of an equal calibre.

The study, as has been ouLlinede rdas concerned specifically

with families in which the facher rìras absent and the family receiving

f inancial help" The Er^ro ma jor sub-6roups--f ainilie s r¿here the absence

was due lo death, anci those where it was due to divorce, separation or

desertion--have been indicated as well" 'Ihe met.hod of the study

involved recording on a schedule information about agency regístrations

of the families in the sample" The files and records of Ehe Confi-

dential ixchange and the social aAencies rLrentioned were used as in-

format.ional sources. The analysis of this infonnation involved com-

parisons of the tÌ^¡o categories of families on rhe basis of number and

kinds of agencies listed"
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In summation, iE is felt that the ramificatÍons of paternal

âbsence are of ,aajor inLeresc today. r'ire follor.íng outline of Ehe

research into this, while iar from definitive, r"ill, we hope, indicate

some of the probl€rr1s €ncountered by these faräilies and Lhe services

required to alleviale thenr in order Lhat che people involved can func-

t.ion more adequaËely as meinbers of society.
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'Ihe fatherless family is a problem of naËional scope thaE

affects all economic groups in our society. It has been a topic of

concern not only for sociaL v¡orkers and other helping professions but

for ttre coinmuniÈy as a whole wi,o may be conLribuLing in divers ways

to tire support of such familfes. i,iirile the probleins of the fatherless

family have enga¿ed the attention of numerous r\rriters, there has been

little actual scientific study conducted on this subjecl Eo date" In

facE, no studies with our particular focus could be found"

Recent staEistical information on this problem is unfortunately

not readily available" Part of the difficulty may be in the fact Lhat

surveys about fatherless fa¡nÍlies have tended to focus on the problem

in more or less gross terms, For instance, the Do¡ninion Bureau of

StaEisÈÍcs reports chat. in 1961 there r¡rere 3lr835 widows and 1r601

divorcees ín iranitobarl bua does not indicate the number of women who

are left wiLh children t.o supporË" Sirnilarly, i:here rrere no statistics

on the number of marriages broken through desertion or separat,ion"

However, such sEatistics as are available Lend t.o be in such broad

ter'ns as: rrln 1957, 13r500 Canadian husbands and v¡ives broke up their

homes, severed t.heir marrÍage Lies and placed the birthrighu of their

1

'Canada, Dominion tiureau of
L,2-4, Populationri.rarital Status,

l!61 Ceryuq, BulletinStatistics,
p.28-3.
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children in jeopardy. Through no fault of their owne some 101000

children of these marriages r\lere thus denied a norrnal healthy family

life in their formaEive years" ¿:rnother 5r000 couples secured legal

separations and an unknov,¡n number are living in cormnon-law union."l

The family can function only through the individual differences

of its members,'determined and experiencecl in the three basically

relaEed roles of father, rnother and child" Spouses meet each oLherst

needs tnrough the performance of ernotional, sexual, econonric and ego-

sLrengt.hening functions. They give each other an opportunity Eo

receive securii:y, tenderness and consicieraËion and they niay experience

a Spectrum of cornmon interes¡s. Furthermore, t.hey give each oLher

freedom to express a measure of individuality which they cannot do

elsewhere in our society. Children, through their positive experiences

of family living, are helped in their strivings for growth and identity"

But if the family shorvs a deficit in carriers of farnily roles there

will probably be a role redistribution wit,hin the membership resultÍng

in personality conflicts ciue to the assumption of incornpatible ro1es"2

I'lhen the fatherrs presence Ís denied or obliterated, the confíguration

essentÍal for normal living changes, and confusion and chaos Iesult.

Ioeryck Thomson, rrFamily tsreakclown
(i'iay 15, 196l) p, 134"

a Costly Itemrt, Canadian
iie lf are

2Otto Pollak, ilitr i:'amily Diagnosís r'rodelrt
(ùrarch 1960) p. 26,

, The SociaI Servíce
Revierv
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The break in Lhe husband and wife association throu6h death of

the r,rale parent iread is one of the rnajor crises for the faarily group.

It is a criiical ex,,erience often taxin¿ to the ful1 the farnilyts

resources. LJeatir rnay strike suddenly, taking the farni ty by surprise and

leavin5 the i¡iot.her unprepared Èo cope wi Ëir single parenË.liood. :\nd even

if sire tras been forev¡arned by long íllness or ciisability, it is not

always ¡:ossib le for the widow to acijust to Ehe loss before it, become s an

actual fact" Since t.he widow rüay be eit.Lrer unable or unprepared to

r^¡ork for a living, she nray becomê rìlore dependent upon economic aid

pro gra.lrS.

Death is a cric,ical problem not alone for the ¡r.otl-rer buË also--

perhaps even more cril:ical--for the children, since it cannot be glossed

overo Tiiere is no return to nomalicy. Tire change in the childrs lif e

is permanent and has to be absorbed, One project organized under the

auspices of the Baltirnore Deparûitent of ;ducation for parents who,

because of dealh or Civorce, were rearing cirildren by themselves,

reported that cirildren were likely to feel deserted in the case of a

parentrs deaEi-r" 'r'i.is was particularly true of the you¡ger child.

Chíldren $lere also likely to counteract the sense of failure by un-

flagging efforÈs to create or maintain an image of tÌremselves as

meaningful to the nissing parent. They seem reassured by the dÍsplay

of the deceased parenÊ.rs picEures anci the reíteration of episodes

illustraEing that parentrs fondness of Ëhem.l .th.rr, it would appear

Ii(urt Freudenthal, Itlroblsls of tire One-Parent Fatrri lyrr, Sgc,ial
i,Iork, IV (January 1959) p.46.
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that death of the father causes many problems of adjustrnent for the

chi ldren 
"

1¡. second rnajor category of crises would revolve around Èhe

breakup of the faririly group through legaI separation and/or divorce.

These breakups, however, do noË tell the whole story; Ehey simply

indicate the nt¡-nber of i'.rarriages whích are completely dissolved or the

number of marriages where there has been legal sancËion for ttre marital

partners to live apart from one another. In contrasL to the widow, the

separated or divorced woman has had the opportuniEy to reduce the

emotional attachment. to her spouse because of the long periods of

conflict tirat may have exisËed between them. Ti-iis is u'e1l illustrated

by New York Supreme Court Judge SamueI F.abin's words: trlong before a

judicial divorce is soughte an emotional divorce has already taken

place . Somewhere along the way a happily married couple has

ceased to be happy, conflicts have arisen and frictions developed

whÍch have resulted in separation . . o"l The end of a marriage through

separation or divorce is mined with difficulties not encouni:ered through

death. This is due to the fact t.hat rnany people feel trthere is a stigma

atËaclred to divorce and to a lesser degree to separation. The st,igma

is even greater o when children are involved."2

1_.-Jim Lgleson and Janet
York; E.?,,Dutton and Co" Inc.

.>

'rbid" ¡ p¿ 18"

Frank,
,1961)

Parents iiithouÈ .?artners. (New
p" to.
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lCirildrene flo.iiâtter hovr 11ruch t.hey inay feiSn indifference and

laCk of concern regardin6 tÌreir parents' separation, cannot ever einelge

L

from divorce completely unscathed." The previously ilrentioned lraltiinore

Ðepartirüent of Lducation project founcl tirat in children of <iivorced

group njerrlbers, tire sense of failure seei¡red to relate to their ínability

to prevenr tiìe faurily oreakup " Ilatner tiran being related to the

parentst incoi,ritatibility it was experienced as being due to the chí ldts

or.m inabiliCy to holci on Eo the lost parent" Doubts about personal

wortlr ana attractiveness v¡ere likely to be expressed by tirese chil<iren"

Such chi ldren f recluent.ly iiad the tendency to irola ti.e divorced parent'

responsible for the dissolution of ¿he iûarriage, depriving hirn of a

normal home situation. In sonre instances, l:heSe SenËiments \'rere

reporÉed readily verbalízed, especially in Lfre course of argumenL"

ì.,ore frequently, Lhese feelings rvere found to be e)<pressed on a

seemingly nonconscious level--by enuresis; by poor school achievenenË

l¡ecause of daydreariiing, a mechanislû PerÍrrit,ting the child to avoid

perforiaing in accordance witir actual endovrnenti by poor eating habits,

and so on--but in all instances Lhey were in areas in which the parenË

rÁras vulnerable .2

Tiiis, however, cloes not necessarily represent the general con-

sensus of opinion. i.¿Lrile sorne authors believe that divorce irself

IGraÌ-rar,r ¡. 31aine, rrThe Chitdren of Divorcerr, TL'e 'rtlanEic
(r'^arch, f963) p. 98.

2Freuclenthal, loc" cÍt", pp. 46-48"
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.,.ight be a traumatic experience, disorganizing the childts personality

temporarily or permanently, Ehe majority of them v¡ould agree t.hat che

ernot.ional sit.uation of the home, with or wíthout divorce, is a major

Íaccor in the childrs adjustLrÌêDt" Dr. jespert. says that i¿ is the

emot.ional ratirer than the actual legal divorce whicir is the basieally

harmful factor as far as children are concerned. Dr. Bugler also

conf irias tiris in his statei,ìent: ilAn unhappy i-narriage is no less an un-

favorable psychic burden for the child, a test. of psychíc strengt,h

that Ëhe ciiild senerally is unabLe E.o meet, and that therefore fosters

neurosis alth.ough iE certainly cannot cause it."1

¿'i È.hird type of crisis f or the f arrri Iy group cenEres around

desert.ion. It is frequently an irnpulsive, unplanned action. It may

be nrore traumaEic Ëi-ran divorce itself because it is unannounced and

more often than not comes as a surpríse to the unprepared parEy remaining

in the marriage"

The desert,ed wife is then obliged either to request help from

fríends and relat.ives, thus placing herself in a somewhat embarrassing

and humíliating position, or to seek ernployment whÍch might necessitate

her having to leave the children in the care of a baby-sitter. Long

term arrangenents by the 'rirother nay be difficult uue to uhe f atherts

internrii.tent coming and going" I'l.ence, her planning is apt Eo be a

lEd*ur,d

lnternational
tlugler, Unhappy i.rarriage and DÍvorce. (New York:

Universities Press) p. 23.
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iraphazard day-to-day affair, not conducive to stable faniiLy living"

l-ier f eelings are a melange of ernbarrassmenE, guilt, anger and a ciesire

for her husband to reLurn even though she inay wish to punish hiin for

Ehe humi liation Lhaf- he has caused her " In the eye s of the conìrnunity

she may f eel that she wasn't a good wife anci tiiat she faiLed in irer

.lmarrlage.

For childrene too, deserEion brings problems ín adjustment.

Their needs may not be met effectively because ;nother, overwhelmed by

her guilt around tne failure of her marriage, is preoccupíed with her

own chores and confLicts, LLrus having little energy left to devote to

theír deinands" The youngsters may also question their father's absence.

lls \';olf and Stein say, in the case of desertion, ttchildren are often

resentful at wirat seeilìs Lo them an injusLice and are embarrassed i:o

have their friends know about it."2

SOCIAL SERVICIJS

In consÍdering the disruptive effect of the faLher's removal

from the home one can assume thai Such a fainily may require a myriad

of social servÍces. The plíght of these families is the concern of

both private and public agencies" In fact., one of the primary sources

ì'Joseph Ii. Steigmen, ttThe Deserteci IamiLyrr,
Vo1" )ç",XVIII, irlo" 4 (Hpril, L957) pp. L67-I7L"

2.irna i4"rt" I^Iolf, and LucÍlle Stein,'Ibre One-Parent FalniIy"
Public ilffairs Committee Inc", 1959, o, 7.

Social Casework,
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from vrhich help is sought is the financial agency, since economic aid,

even if only ternporary, is usually a first necessity. There is a like-

lihood that mothers ín fa¡rrilies broken due to separation, divorce or

desertion would receive financial assistance iirore frequently than

wiciows" f-hÍs may be due to the fact that the widow rlay have other

financial resources such as ínsurance moneys, annuities and compen-

satory pensions. Tirus fai,ri lies headed by divorced, deserted and

separated vromen rvould irave lower incoires Ehan fa¡nílies headed by

1

widows.- tsesides financial assistance, casework services uray also

be required" r'herefore, it may be necessary to engage the services

of family counselling agencies, chíld guidance clinics, domestic

relatíons courts, and child welfare agencíes in the rehabilitation of

these fai¿rilies"

Child placeüient agencies may be one of the facÍlities used by

f aÈherless f aini lies" As Esther Glicknian of the Jervish Childrenrs

Bureau of Chicago staEes: rr¿r, t ragedy or some combinat ion of unfortunaLe

circurrrsLances, such as the sudden death . " " of e-ither parent, mêy

in and of itself make placement of the children necessary if other

realÍty resources are not available lvithin the fa¡¡ily or among the

relatives"'t2 The mother's o\^rn subjective needs may not permit her Eo

i__-Unit.ed St.ates Departrnent of Health, Education and l¡lelfarer
Economic and Social FacLors Related to Àbsent Facher Problem in Aid to
Dependent Children, p. 4"

2Esthut Glickman, Child Placement Through Clinically Oriented
Casev¡ork. (New York: Col-umbia Liniversity Press, l95l) p. 50.
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adjust realiscically to the low-- standard of livíng provided by financial

assistance and she may prefer l-. lacement of her children. ..ioreover, in

the cases of separationo desertion or dÍvorce her feelings of guilt and

self blarne in causing problems for her children ú1ay arouse conflicts

within herself . Theref ore, she may atE.eiîpt either to solve her own

conflicts by irlacement of the children or to project her problems on to

her chÍldren and consciously believe that placement will solve her

Idifficulties"' tlowever, "To Lhe child, separation from any remainíng

member of his faniily spells the ultimate in rcjection by parents, even

tirough the chíld may have experienced much rcjection beforc placement

in his ncw horne ""2

Fairrily breakdolvn would also have some correlacion with occurrence

of juvenile dclinquency" Si-reldon and Glueck studied 966 cases referred

by the Boston Juvenile Court Lo Dr" I'rilliam Healy and hís associates at

tiie Judge Baker Foundation and found that 48% ca¡ne from broken homes.

In an earlier study of the family backgrounds of 500 youths conmÍtted

to the ìiassachusetts lteformatory for serious offensese the same authors

reported 60% caine f roin broken f ami lies " 
3

Lrui¿. , pp , 47 -5L "

2Oliver;" Byrd, Family Life Sourcebook.
Stanford University Press, i956) p" 280"

3Hurty iianucl SiruIman, rrThe Fartily and Juven

(Palo .rlto , Calif ";

i le Del
Socia I

inquencytr,
Sc ience

January, 1949) p" 24.
The ¡\nna 1s of the :'rrrerican :'.cademv of Po lic ical and
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Thus it can be seen th¿t fatherless fa¡nilies are not nevr clientele

for socíal rvelfare agencíes" Tfrey have absorbed a large proportion of

the environmental services--such as financiaL and chíLd care--and are

major objects of attention in the domestic relations courts" liowever,

the majority of these farnili¿s wiro apply for assistance are trying, in

their ovln r\iay, Lo achieve, preservc, or to regain a satisfying family

life"

It appears frorn the available Líterature, ihat the absence of

ti'ie fetiler Lhrough death, desertion, separation or divorce creates

nunerous problems for the faniily. these problems are reflecEed ín the

use of particular social agency services. This, then, is the subject

of our sÈudy.
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In order to test Ehe validity of the hypoLhesis and the sub-

l-iypot,heses discussed in Ehe preceding chapters a schedule \^Ias used to

record data on a sarnple of one hundred faÈherless farnilies" Tn

choosing Ehis sernple, fif Ey fatherless faini lies r,¡ere selecred f rom the

Septeiirber L962 active caseloads of each of two major f inancial assís-

tance agencies, naitiely: Ehe City of I':innipeg public ilelfare Department

and the Provfnce of r'anil:oba Departinent of I'lelfare. This sanple was

divided into two numerically equal categories: (ri) death, (B) desertion,

separaÈion and divorce.

The dat,a used as the basis for the differentiaEion of the

fa¡nilies inÈo cat.egories was obtained from the fÍles and records of the

aforerrrent,ioned Ewo major fínancial agencies" These salne agency f iles

and records vrere used as t,he major source of the basic farnily statisEics.

These st,atistics such as nane, alias, address, marital statusr names

and birËh dates of children were used to identify Ehese same families

at Conf ídenrial Exchange and other social agencies. .ls well , t!'/o

registrations for financial assislance, namely Èhe ínitial regisEration

with father as head of Lhe family and the ÍniEial registratíon witir

moLher as head of che faririly, were recorded for each farnily unit Ín

order to deËermine whecher or not there had been financial dependency

prior co breakup of the family.

ConfidenLial ;-:xchange provided the rrìain date

registrations for all of the fatherless families in

re

the

social agency

s amp le . .r.11
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the social agencies at which each of the fainilies had registered were

recorded. Llowever, only one registratíon at. any particular agency Tnlas

recorded, irrespective of subsequenE registrations at that. particular

agency. ProvÍsion was made on the schedule for the separate recording

of regist.raEions at certain specific social agencies, namely Chíldrenrs

.A,id SocieEy of i^Iinnipeg, Family Bureau of Great.er iiinni peg, Juveni le and

Faroily Court. Á11 other social agency registrations at Confidential

Exchange T^7ere merely totalled and designaLed astrotherrt on our schedule.

This was done because our concern v¡as with t.he variety in the use of

the social services by faLherless families rather than the intensíty

of this use. Due to the method of recording social agency registrations

by Confidential Exchange it vras often impossible to differentiaEe

between hospital medical and hospital social service registrations.

I,ihen def initely Índicated as Socíal ServÍce regístration s, these were

included under rrotherrr social agency registrations; otherwise

hospÍEal registrations were omit,t.ed"

Due to the cessation of Confidential Exchangers operation, in

December, 19ó0, subsequent regist.rations were obtained direcÈly from

the Chíldrents .:iid Society of irrinnipeg, FamÍ1y Bureau of Greater

liinnipeg, Juvenile and Family Court. Because the Child Guidance Clínic

of Greater i,iinnipeg did not registeï s/ith ConfÍdential Exchange, the

clinicrs central rotary index r¡¡as consulted dÍrectly to obtain infor-

mation regarding Èhe regísEration of children of all families in ihe

samp le
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Thus the daE.a involves registralions at rrotherr?social agencies

only up to Decer,rber, 1960. This is a li:riEation, in that a ny regis-

trations at rtochertt social agencie s af ter Deceriber, 1960 trave not been

includeci in our s tudy " Ihis lir.,itation , however, is not found in Ehe

case of Childrenf s ¡liid Jociety of ijinnl¡-,eg, Family iJureau of Greater

ilinnipeg, Juvenile and Fa:rily CourÈ and the Child Guidance Clinic of

GreaÈer llinnípeg, since any regisEraËions aL th,ese agencies up to the

time of data collection ü;ere included in our study. Àn attentpt was

made to obÈain accurate data on registraiions for the previously

üentioned agencies which are involved in specific sub-hypotheses" IË

was deemed irirpossible within the li¡rits of our s tudy to contacc direcÈly

all rrot,herrt socia I agencies in l,iinnipeg proper in order to obËain

sÍmilar up-to-date data.

Cohf iclential sxchange \,¡as lacking in Ehat it, gave no specif ic

reason for agency concact. Thris meant Ë.liat contact for chÍld placer,rent

had co be detercrined by direcÈ consultation cf Ehe Childrenrs Åíd

Sociecy files"

Subsequent to Èhe detenlínation of the informat,ional sources,

a sarùple group of f atherless f ai;rilies was chosen" Initlal ly, a sínaple

ranclon method of sar,rplin¿ was o.rployed to se lect f if ty f at.herl ess

fanilies, f roiri the Septerher L962 active caseload of the .9rovince of

hanitoba Departr'renË of tr'uelfare. This sanple was founcl to consíst of

forty-one ceses in which the fatherrs absence vres due to rleath and nine

cases in whích the fatherrs absence vras due Eo ciesertion.
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The coärposition of one sarnple of one hundred fatherless familÍes

is shown in Table I"

T.\BLE T

Si,ÌiPLE CO]IiPOSITION :

¡ICCORDING T0 REiiSON FOR THE FnTil'iRrS IiBSENCE
,:iND FIN¡rNCIitL ¿rGEl'{CY ENROLLi"iENT

Category
Provincial i.lel fare

Department
iiinnipeg I,Jelfare

Dcpartment To tal

ir"

D
Do

Deat.h

De sert ion

Separat.ion

Divorce

4L

I

0

0

9

11

24

6

50

20

24

6

In order to ensure the selection of two equal categoriese that

is, f ífty f.a¡rilies in category i, (death) and f if ty f ainilies in category

B (desertion, separation or divorce) t.he sanll le from the CÍty of lriinnipeg

PublÍc iùelfare Department vras weighted to include nine fanrilies in which

Ëhe f atherrs absence v¡as due t<.1 deatþ. 'Ihis sEratif ied random sampling

method used at the City of Winnipeg Public i{elfare Department resulted

not only in the selection of two equal categories, but also decreased

Ëhe possibiLiLy of a mere comparison of the active caseloads of the t\^¡o

financÍal agencíes. Án extreniely Limíted nui¡Lrer of cases in -¡hich the

father was absent due to divorce \ì/as available for inclusíon in our

santple" No cases of this nature wcre avai lable aL the Province of I'Ianitobe

DeparlmenL of trdelfare, In view of thise conclusions which could be
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drawn abouÈ families f:rtherless due to clivorcc ¡vould be limited" Data

on f ami lies f atherless due co ciivorce might have a disproportionaÊ,e

influence on our findings" The sainple at the City of i'linniireg Public

ilelfare i-,epartmenÈ was not rePresentative of the tot.al caseload of

farnilies fatherless duc to separation, desertion or divorce because of

overweighËing of t he widows. Ti'ris is a possi ble limitation.

_i sciredule vras deviscd to reco rd ínf orriration concerning fami ly

dernographÍc information and data on social agency registrations. This

schedule was tested in a piloË study using ten f atherle ss f ,a,i¡i lies f rom

tire tv¡o f inancia I agencies. Fol lowing t his te sting, minor changes were

introduced in order to facilitate a ffiore efficient employnent of the

schedule" Ihese changes consisted of alterat.íon in the order of

quest,ions and the addition of demographic information. Tire final version

of this schedule may be found in -,irpendix .:,.

The name, alias, and address of Ehe famÍly was Ehe iniLial

information recorded by Ehe schedule. ;\ltases were included sínce Ë,he

possibility of irregular unions, variations in surname spelling or angli-

cÍzation of names could result in agency registrations under several

different names. Àdditionally, the addresses irrovided further idenËi-

fication of the fa'i:nily. IdentÍfication of fanilies liras also facilitated

by the inclusion of demographic information such as the number, sexese

names and birth dat.es of children in each family" ,lrovision was made

for Ehe recording of information on socÍa1 agency regÍstrations" The

firsl such information recorded was on tire financial agency wich which
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the fainily was currently enrolled" Information on the financial agency

regisE.rations included both the particular egency of enrollment and the

daEe of enrollment. with mother as farrrily head. It further included

information indic:rtive of any prior enrollrnent with the father as head"

Facts regarding regisErat.ions at certain specifíc agencies, namely

the Chilciren's .:i.id Society of r'iinnípeg, l'ainily Dureau of Greater I'Iinnipeg,

Juvenile and l-aiaily Court and the Child Guidance Clinic of Greater

iiinnipeg r¡¡ere next. included, ancì, in the case of the Childrenrs lrid

Socíety of i'r=innipeg, regisËration for the spe cif ic purpose of child

placenent was indicated on Ehe schedule. Lastly, the sciredule indicated

listÍngs wit.h any orher social agencies without, an exact specification

of the social agencies concerned. It r+as not felt necessary to dif-

ferenËiaE,e betrveen therrother'r services used since the main liyirothesis

around which this infornation was obtained concerned Èhe quanEíLy of

additional agencies used and not the specific nature of the additional

social agencies used.

The schedule, of course, is lir,rited since it r"as not designed to

show anyËhing ottrer than a single registration at an agency and does noL

indicate multiple registrations at the same agency, duration of conEacts

or reason for contact, except in one case " Iiowever, this is ¡nore a

limication of the study itself, than of the schedule alone"

The analysis of the data was made after this data had been

obtained through the use of our schedule. The faEherless families were

divided into the two previously mentioned caterori"r, i\ (deaLh) and B
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(desert.ion, separation and divorce) and a conparison was made of the use

of social agencies by the farnilies ín each of these categories" For

category B (desertion, separation and divorce), noL only was t,he use of

social agencies detenrrined for E.he caEegory as a whoIe, but the use of

social agencies by each of the deserted, separated or divorc¿d families,

v¡as detennined separately.

Ïn surrrnat.ion, then, this study consisted of ÍnvesEigation int.o

the dist,ribution of social services to, and some of the social problems

of, econornically dependent fatherless families. Comparisons were made

of thi s di stribution as re levant {-o t,he reasons the f ami ly was wi Lhout

the father" The analysis of the data obtained ancl rhe findings

resulting from this analysis follow in the succeeding chapÈ.ers.
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The daua for analysis rnras Lhe known regist.rations at various

social aSencies f or a sarrple of one hundred f e';herless f a¡ni lies 
"

The majcriÈy of Lhe f¿rnilies fatirerless due to death were

selecLed iroi,r ti,e Ìrovince of ¡,anitoba lepartnrent of . elfare" The

rirajority of fa,,,Ílies fatherless due to clesertion were selecÈed from

tire City of Ì'iinnipeg .lublic r.elfere De¡:artrrlêrrte as r.:'ere all farnilies

faiherless due to divorce and seoaration"

.i.,¡- ¡Ii FTN¿¡iCIÀL -rGr-i']CY iJ[iE :.'DDIITCN.,L .iGEiIlCI]-,S?

Tiie total number of agency registraLions, in addition to the

f inancia I agency, f or category ¡\ (deatir) was f ound t o be 94. 'Ihe cotal

nuiirber of agency registraEions, in additÍon to the financial agency,

for category ß (desertion, separation or divorce) v¡.es found to be 168"

Tire faEherless fa'¡i1ies hiere found to have a total of 262 additional

regist,ratÍons a t. social agencies"

iire mean number of additional social agency registrations for

the saiirple of fatirerless faürilies was founci to be 2.62"

;i ciif f erenLiation of the additiona I social agency reg,isË,rations,

according io ihe categories, is presented in Table lI"
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C¡T-G0l.tI-S
-r\D ¡!DDIlIrJil,rl-

T.:,BLr. II

0F f-.i'fi1i,li.L.., SS

SùC I.riI- ¡:iGEi'lCY

F ',.ILIES
RIIGI STR-r'IICrNS

i'lui¿ber of Faini I ie s Regi st er ed dL

{

TotaL
RegistrationsCai:egory

Á)

B)

Dea th

De se rt ion

Sepa ra i ion

D ivorce

IB

L2

I5

3

,)
J

l5

20

4.

L4

1

¿

2L

I1

I

I

35

L7

27

aJ

94

6B

86

t4

aJ

5

I

I

ì'Tnis figure indicales total nurnber
than those specifica.lly defined in

of agency registrations oËi-Ier
the table 

"

IS Ti-ÃR¡ :. DIFF-.R¿i'lC'C Ii'i -iiü iiUL,tlEF: OF ¿rDDITI0i',r.rl
SJCI¡l'.. .:"Gjii'iCILS U¡.-D,t,,i,itl f'f,,- E¡rI'i-],-R IS ¿+¡lSEi,lT

DU.i, Tu DE¿ij-'ii, TF:iirl ì:LEi'¡ Tlirl F/liliLR IS ¿l\BS-i\T
DUll T0 DrrSElt'JlOitj, SEP.'l*il'Ir.,N, 0-i DIVùiìCE?

None of the fa¡nilies in caÈegory ¿r (death) r^rere founcl to be

regist.ered at .rore than six addirional a3encies. In the case of

category ,l (desert.ion, separatíon or divorce), 10% v¡ere found to be

registered at either seven or eight additional agencies. 76% of the

fai,iilies in caEegor! ;r (death) were f ound to be registered r.¡iEh a L

leasE one additiona I socÍa1 agency " L)B'L of the faniilies in category

B (desertion, sei:araEion or divorce) were found Lo be registered witir

at least one additional social agency. unly one faraily in the latter

category, a f aní ly in r,¡hich the fatirer r/ías absent due to divorce, r¡/âs
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found to have no additional registrations"

liie relaEive number of additional registrations for each farnily

in each category is i:resenÈed in Table IIi. The difference in addi-

tional egency registrations between cateSory ¿r, (death) and caLegory B

(Desertion, separation and divorce) has been found to be statistically

significanL.

TrrBiD llI

C,r:,lLGORIES 0F F.,,'r'll-RLtSS F-'".rILI'-S .iltrD RLLTTTIVIi |lUi'rBER
OF iïDDIlION;iL AGEììCY iiEGISTR¡,TIONS

No. of rr,dditional
irgency iìegist.ra-
t ions

DE.\Ti-{
Iiurnber of
Fami l ie s

DIjS", SEP., DrV.
Ìrh¡nber of
I'a¡¡i lies Tota I

i'tro other
L-2
3-4
5-6
7-B

'Iot a 1

L2 (24'/.)

2L (427")

14 (28%)

3 (6%)

0 (ni 1)

t (2%)

Le (38%)

L7 (34'L)

B ( t6%)

s ( r0%)

l3

40

3I

It
5

so ( ioo%) s0 ( roo%) 100

x2 : L6.97

Data

(death) and

in ,\poendix

addi t iona L

Pr .01 .

which represenis a further differentiation of category A

category B (desertion, separaËion or divorce) üray be found

ts, Table IV. Ihis table presents the exact number of

agency registrations"



30"

the total number of regj.sErations in addition to the financial

a6ency v¡ere addecì anci the-.iiean number of adciitional agency registra*

tions was deter,rLined f or eacii category . In addi tion, s eparate means

Í-or desertion, separat-ion and dÍvorce rdere deteri.'ined. The finciings

are presented in Fi5ure I"

FIGUI:1f, T

C.,TI,GORI;S OF F,ifl.i.JiìL'J]SS F,;.JTLIES ÁI]D r,X N
NUL,j,-,Ii CI' .,DDITIOi'Lr.i, ..,GEilCY R-¿GISTR,iTI0NS

3 "36
3.4

l'.rean number of additional
agency registrations

WN
Deatir

mw
Des., sep" or

divorce

L__----_-Jl--.1|.---|
Separat ion

ri-\-S-fl
tìl\N

De sert ion
trul

D ivo rce

3,5
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For category r-\ (death) the inean number of aciditional registra-

tions at social agencies was 1"88. For category r3 (deserEion, separa-

Èion or divorce) the rnean number of additional registrations at social

agencies \¡¡as found to be 3" 36. .L'i:ris latcer inean r,¡as determined by the

dívision of t.he total nurnber of additional agency regislrations (f6B)

by uhe total nurrlber of fa,,Lilies in the category (50) " LsLablishrrrent

of che irean in tiris way was designed to co¡:tpensate for Ehe possible

dÍsproportionat.e inf l.uence of t he data for fanii lies in t^ihich the

fatiierts absence was due t,o divorce, The mean registrations f or

divorce, separation and desert,ion were found to be 3.4, 3"5, and 2"3

respectively. The rirean number of additional agency registrations for

both desertion and separation was considerably higher than in the case

of deaLh" However, the difference beËween Lhe mean for divorce and Ë,he

mean for death Ì¡ras not as great as in the case of desertion or

separation"

DOIS r-ìiE IüCIDEüCE uF PIICR FIN¿titlCLtL
DE?ti'trDENCY V¿IRY ilIlli Ti,E REI\Si)N FOR

THE F+TIìLR I S z=llSEl'lCE?

Information in connection v¡ith registration aË. a

agency, r.zhen tl,e f ather had been present, was obLained

category" The findings are presenËed in Table V.

financi a 1

for each
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T..BLE V

C,iTEGORIES 0F FT.THIJRLESS FÀi'i[,IES ¿rÌriD PRIOR
FIiV;:,1VC I-¡,L,i,GnitICY REGISTR.,T I0ÀlS

HITH F,,TIffiR PRESEÌ$T

Category
lfirLnipeg
Department

Provincial
Department Eilher Neither Both

J\)

B)

Death

Desertion

Separation

Divorce

r:)

r4

I
0

6

I

0

0

ta

Ll+

ö

0

)L

6

,Lb

6

0

l-

0

ô

l+l+% of families in category B (desertion, separation or di-vorce)

showed prior registration at a financÍar agency, at a time when the

father had been present within the home. 38% of fami-l_ies j¡ category A

(death) showed similar registrations. None of the f¿unil-ies fatherless

due to divorcet 33% fatherl_ess due to separation; and,70% fatherl-ess

due to desertion showed si:nilar registrations. I'Ihite the d,ifference

between category Á (death) and category B (d.eserti-on, sepa,ration or

divorce) was not great, category B showed considerabl-e variation.

Desertion showed a particularly high prior registration, while d.ivorce

showed no prior registration, These findings are presented in FÍgure

IT.
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FIGURE II

F-I'IÏLIES REGISTERBD i,T 't FINÄNCftL
PRIOR TO THjj F,ITFflR'S r:'BSENCE ¡
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8O% of the fandties in category B (d.esertion, separation or

divorce) were found to have registral"ions at a marital- counselli-ng
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Death
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l------¡_

Separation
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agency prior to the absence of the father. OnLy LA% of the fand_Iies

ìl category ,i (death) were found to have similar registrations. The

percentages for deserlion, separatj-on and divorce were found to be

75%, 87% and 66/,. Each of desertion, sepa.ration and divorce show a

high percentage of registrations at a n-arital counsetling agency. In

the case of deaùh, the percentage of lhese registrati-ons is low.

The specific marital cou¡selling agencies consulted were the V'linnipeg

Fandly Court and the llinnipeg Family Bureau.

These findings are presented i¡ Figure III, and the data on

which they are based is presented i¡l ,,ippendix B, Table VI.

F]GURE III

PERCENT¿GE 0F Frit'iILIES REGISTERED r',T ,f i!:!RIT"'L
COUNSETLING riGEit]CY BY C,iTliGORY 0F FltirILT
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DOES TIü TiICIDEI\ICE OF RECOGI\]IZED CHILD BEH,IVIOUR
PROB_l.EiviS V,;RY i,lITH Tt{E FII¡SOirl FOR TFE FÁTH¡IRIS

ÄBSEi\]CE?

52% of the fanril-ies in category B (desertion, separation or

divorce) were found to be registered at agencies which d.eatt with

chitd behaviour problems. 56% of families in category ir (death) were

found to have the same registrations. The percentages for desertion,

separation and divorce were 6Oft, 46% and 5O/". ^pproxìmaLely 5O/, of

fhe fatherless fandlies were found to be regÍstered at agencies whi-ch

dealt wilh child behaviour problems " There was tittle variation in

accordance v¡ith the reason for the fatherrs absence" The specific

agency registrations which were used to i¡dicate child behaviour

problems were the t¡,Ii¡nipeg Child Guidance Clinic and the I'Iinnipeg

Juvenile Court.

The findÍngs are presented in Figure fV, and the data on

which the fi:rdings are based is presented j¡;ippendi-x B, Table VII.
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FIGIJRE IV

CÁIEGORINS OF RìTHERI,ESS F;:J"iILGS ¡'ND PERCENT;:.GE

REGISTERED ,:rT ,iGENCES i,''iHICH DE¿L IIITH CHILD
BEILIVIOUR PROBI,EiVIS
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DOES THE I]IICDENCE 0F CHILD PI+iCEi.'trM V;.RY i'rITH
Ttß RE,iSON FOR TI{l FÁTIIERTS ÁBSEitlCE?

30% of the fandlies j¡r category B (desertion, sepa.ration or

divorce) showed registrati-on at an agency for the purpose of child

placement. 24/" of the famil-ies in category À (death) showed. sinrilar

registrations. The percentages for desertion, sepa.ration and dj-vorce

were 45%, 25% and O%, trJhile lhe difference between category ,t (death)

and. category B (desertJ-on, sepa.ration or di-vorce) was not great,

considerabl-e variatíon was found ivithin category B. Desertion showed

a high percentage of registrations, while divorce showed no such

registrations. The records of the iJinnipeg ChiJ-drenrs liid Society

were used to obtain these firdings.

The findings are presented il Figure i/, and the data on which

they are based is presented in appendix B, Table VIII.



FIGURE V

CiiTEGORniS 0F F¡TIIERLISS Fr'iÌ'iILlES
REGISTERED hT Åitl ri,GEl'JCY FOR TIIE

CHILD PLiCEi,Ei{T
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DOES Ttlll BEGISTtuiTION .LT INVOLUirtTr^Ry ,i,GENCES V,,RT
I.JITH THE RF"iSOÀT FOR THE ¡-I.THER'S ;,BSEÑCE'

74/" of the fa¡nilies in category B (desertion, separation or

divorce) shovred registration at an j¡wol-untary agency, 50% of Lhe

families in category ri (death) showed the same registration. The

percentages for desertion, separation and divorce were 75/"r T5% and,66l¿,.
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rtll of the fatherless fanrilies shov¡ed a high percentage of registra-

tions at involunlary agencies. In the case of category B (desertion,

sepa.ration or divorce) the percentage of families regislered was

approxÍnaLely 25/" higher than in the case of category r (deat,h).

Registrations at the I'linnipeg Childrenrs rrid Society and the l,lirmipeg

Juvenj-Ie Court were used to obtain these findings.

The findings âre presented in Figure VI, and the data on which

the findings are based may be found in r,ppendù B, Table L{.

FIGUIIE VI

PERCENTiTGE 0F Flii'iILIES RIIGISTERED l"T ;iitl INVOLUNT;iRY
riGliNCY, BY C,',TEGORY 0F F.¡'i'lILY
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CH.;PIER V

,ii sample of one hundred fatherless fandlies was studied in

order to discover some of their social problems and their use of

social services. Fifty of these fa.therless families r¡rere irr receipt

of fi¡ancj-al assi-stance from the CiNy of I/innipeg Public i,Ielfare

Depa.rtment. The other fifty fanilies in the sample were receiving

financial assistance from the Province of l:4anitoba Department of

I,'lelfare.

The sample was divided into two major categories and these

were compa,red as to theír relative use of social services. In

addition, the use of agencies for certain specific social problems was

compared. The problems selected for study were n's,ritaI conflict,

child placement, prior financial dependency, and child behaviour

problems. Finally, the use of involuntary agencies was compa.red.

The hypothesis tesled luas that fatherl-ess famil-ies enrol-Ied

at one financial agency make use of other social agenci-es.

Our findings substantiated this hypothesis. The data revealed

2ó2 additional registrations at social agencies. This represents a

mean of 2.62 additional registrations for the sample group.

Ilvaluation of the data i¡ connection with the sjx sub-hypotheses

wil-l now be undertaken.

The first sub-hypothesis states that, fami-l-ies in which the

fatherrs absence is due to desertion, sepa.ration or divorce will show

greater use of social agencies than famil-ies j-n which the fatherts

absence is due to deatlr.
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This sub-hypothesis is definitely borne out by oür findings.

The mean number of additional agency registrations, 3"36 for category

B (desertion, sepa.ration, di-vorce), and l.BB for category ii (death)

indicate that fam-ilies in the forner category have almost double the

nrurber of additional agency registrations. The re'ì ationship between

the categories of fatherless families and use of other agencies was

forind to be statistically significant" The data also indicates that

almost LOO|'6 of the families in category B (deserùion, sepa.ration,

divorce) are registered with at }east one additional social agency.

The actnal percentage for category B is 98%. 0n the other hand, only

three-quarters of the fanilies in category ri (dealh) are registered

wilh at least one additional social agency" The actual percentage for

category ¡, is 74/". Thus, not only are more services used by category

B (desertion, sepa.rai:ion, divorce) ¡ut a greater proportion of the

fanilies in this category are invol-ved in thÍs use of additional

services.

The second sub-hypothesis states that families j¡ which the

fatherrs absence is due to desertion, sepa,ration or divorce, will show

a greater incidence of financial dependency prior to becoming father-

less, than famil-ies in which the falherts absence is due to death.

Our findings with regard to this sub-hypothesis were i¡con-

clusive. Between the nain categories there was only a slight difference

j¡ the percentage of families who showed prior financial dependency.

However, within category B (desertion, separation, divorce) a high
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percentage (7O/") of families in which the fatherrs absence was due to

desertion, uras found lo shorn¡ prior financial dependency. This percen-

tage was greater than the percentages for families rendered fatherless

by separation or divorce. r-lso, it uas evidently grealer than the

percentage for category i'L (death)t 38i1. i$one of the farnilies rendered

fatherless by dj-vorce 'vlas found to shov¡ prior fj¡ancial dependency"

This nray be due to the fact that dj-vorce is an expensive method of

narriage dissol-ution. Farrrilies seeking divorce, therefore, must have

some financial resources in order to afford it. Such financial resources

nay not be available to families in which a temporary desertion,

referred to as a rrpoor manrs vacationl, or a separation, referred to as

the trpoor manrs divorcerr, have taken place. Thus, while the findings

are inconclusive in connection r^rith a difference between the major

categori-es, prior fi-nancial dependency seems to be a definite and

greater problem for fandli-es in which the father has deserted.

The third sub-h;ryothesis states thai families in which the

fatherrs absence is due to desertion, sepa,ration or divorce, have a

greater lncidence of marital strife prior lo beconing a fatherless

family than fannilies in which the fatherrs absence is due to death.

This sub-hypothesis is substantiated. The findings show that

four-fifths (BO7;) of the fandlies in category B (desertion, sepa.ration,

divorce) were registered at a n'arital counsel-l-ing agency prior to the

family breakdor,r¡n. Sirnil-ar registrations were found to exj-st in the case

of only one-tenth (LOia,) of the fami-lies in category ;i (d,eath).
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The fourth sub-hypothesis states that farailies in r,¡hich the

falherrs absence is due to desertion, setrraration or dj-vorce show a

greater jlciderrce of recognized behaviour problems j:r the children than

famil-ies i-n which the fatherrs absence is due to death.

The fi¡rdi-ngs in regard to this sub-hypothesis are inconclusj-ve.

ilpproxj-rrrately one-half of the families lncluded in the study were found

to be registered at agencies which dealt with child behaviour problems.

The fandlies represented. i-n category B (desertion, separation, divorce)

were found to have a slightty lower percentage of child behaviour

problems (52/.) than the fanril-ies in category ii (death): 56/". This

findìng suggests that there is an iurportant associatj-on betv;een child

behaviour problems and fanúl-y breakdor^m irrespective of cause of such

breakdown.

The fifth sub-hypothesis states that famil-ies in which the

fatherrs absence is due to desertion, separation or divorce, show a

greater incidence of chil-d placement, outside the home, than fanrilies

in which the fatherts absence is due to death.

0lr findings in connection with this sub-hypothesis were incon-

clusive. ,'' difference of only 6'/. beüween the nrajor categories tnlas

establ-ished. ripproximately one-quarter of the fatherless families

have had children placed through social agencies. rilso, approxinntely

one-half (l+5'/") of the fandlies in which the father's absence is due to

desertion have sinúlar registrations. These findings suggest two

conclusions; (f) tnat a neecl for child placement is associated with



l+l+.

family breakdown, and (Z) fnat this need is especially great in the

case of famil-ies in which the father has deserted.

The final- sub-hypothesis states that, families in whlch the

fatherrs absence is due to desertion, sepa.ration or divorce show more

use of involuntary agencies than families in r.,rhich the father's absence

is due to death.

This sub-hypolhesis was defj:ritely confirmed. .ipproxfue.tely

three-quarters of the fandlies i¡r category B (desertion, separation,

di.¡orce) were found lo be registered at involr.rntary agencies. However,

only one-ha1f of the famil-ies in category À (death) were found to have

similar regj-strations. Thus, a high registration at involuntary

agencies appears to be a characterj-stic featr.rre of fatherl-ess fanil-ies.

i'is compared to death, desertion, sepa.ration and divorce show not only

higher (approxin'ratel-:y 25/" higher) registrations as a category on the

whole, but higher registralj-ons on an indívidual- basis.

In general, fanrilies in this study show a higher need for

certain services than for other services. This suggests that certain

problems, namely marital conflict, which although low in category ri

(death), was striJ<ingly high in category B (desertion, sepa,ration,

divorce), and child behavi-our difficulties are prevalent i¡r fatherless

farail-ies, The existence of other problems has been confirmed but

these have not been fou¡d to exist t,o the same exbent.
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Fanril-ies in which the father was absent due to desertÍon showed

a relatively high number of registrations at social agencies. This

coul-d indicate lhat these fanrllies have a greater jricidence of social

slress than other fam1lies studied in the project and are l-ess able to

function.

Or lhe other hand, families fatherless due to divorce showed a

tendency tov¡ards a relatively low mrmber of registrati-ons at social

agencies. No registrations indicative of prior financial dependency

or a need for child placement were found. These findings thus indicate

a unique conrbination of problems whj-ch is different from those fornd

in other types of fatherless families incl-uded i-n this study. However,

any conclusions i-n corurection with fandlies jn which the father is

absent due to divorce are lin-ited by the size of the sample. Orly six

(6% of total sample) such families ïiere included in the study. Despite

this, there appears to be some differences in the nature and extent of

the problems encountered by these fanrilies. This difference måy slso

warrant further research.

Because this study i-s confined to fatherl-ess families who are

receivjlg financial- assistance our conclusions are not applicable to

fatherless fanrilies in general. ft was also impossj-ble to differen-

tiate between the rel-ative influence of the paternal absence and the

relative influence of the econorn-i-c situati-on on the use of social

services. Possi-bly these factors may be i-nter-related. The paternal

absence may result in financial stress. This stress nay result jn
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add.itional problems which, il turn, may require the services of social

agencies" This could constitute an area for further research.

Since registrati-ons at social agencies conslitute the basic data

of this study, the rel-iabitity of our findings is closel-y related to

consist,ency in agency registration. i;,.here a fanúIy alias was known to

exist, registrations under the alias were traced. In the case of

medical- services, it was sometimes found to be impossible No differen*

tiate between registration at a medical agency for social service only,

or for both meùical and social service. This coul-d result in a lower

total nu¡nber of ad,ditional registrations for the fatherless families

than actually exists.

It will be recall-ed that it was assumed. i-n this stud-y that

agency registration would be i¡rdicative of the need for the type of

service with which the agency was predomJnantly assocj-ated. However,

in actuality, the registration may have i¡dicated use of a service

other than the predominant one. Also, no attempt was made to dis-

tinguish between the fatherrs i¡termj-ttent coming and gojrrg. It is

possible that reunion and departure are a characteristic family

interactional phenomenon. In this event, different problems may arise

from when lhe father is perne.nently absent. This may be clarified by

further research

I^Iithilì our study no differentiation was made between use of

social services and such faotors as socio-economic class, religious or

cultural background-, age of pa.rents, educational level, and the like.
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Thus, differentiation of factors and the original assumptions limit

the validity of our findings.

In the selection of our original sample, the number of families

in which the father was absent due to divorce was low (6 out of a lotal

sanple of l-OO fatherless families). rls a result, conclusions concerning

the social problems and use of social agencies by families fatherless

due to divorce were linrited.

Originally, through our practical experience and theoretical

knowled.ge, we expected. that a defect in a irasic social i:rstitution, the

fanrily, would result in a considerable number of family problems. These

fanily problems would require the provision of resources unavaj-labl-e for

one reason or another within the fanrily, thus requiring social services

not only to restore but to sustain and enhance social- functioning.

The breakdown of the fanril-y group through loss of the father is

a problem affecting all economic groups in our society. Its effects

on the low j¡come fami-lies seem to be particularly severe. It has been

found that these fatherless fandlies are besieged by numerous social and

econornic forces which create stresses and strains for them. Consequently,

they need help not only with neterial needs, but with problems in

social functioning. In future, it is hoped, more attempts will be made

to study these fatherless families so that they may be helped more

effectively to deal with the problems confronti:rg them; thus strengthening

the basic institution of orlr society--the family.
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I'PPEI{DIX A

Slaff i:ritials
Grp. member
initials

ligency initials
n:r^ /¡rre l|
Code #

GROUP V

SCHEDUIE

STUDY OF F;iTHER,L!]SS FÀIiTLEJS

I. a ) irlame of family
b ) Alt_as

c ) ,rddress

II. 1. a) i,Vittr which agency is the fanr-lly now enrol-Ied?
j'íother's lillowance
City l,',Ielfare

b) First date of enrollmenl rv-ith mother as head

2. a)'lias the fanily ever registered at either of the above
agencies prior to becomj¡g fatherless? Yes No

b) If rtyçsrr to the above, give date of first enrollment

Motherrs All-owance

Ci-ty Welfare

IIL a) Reason for absence of father as of September L962.
(check one )

death--
desertion
divorce
sepa.ration

b) Nunrber of children (write number ìn)

nale

fensle



)¿.

c) List names and birlhdates of child.ren

a) ls family on rolls (present or previous) of any agency
other than the fi¡rancial one? Yes No

b) rf rtyesrr to above, check names o, oanu"ãlr""

1. Childrenrs liid Society
i,'Jas there child placement? Yes

i\lo

2. Fanrily Bureau

3. Family Court

J+. Juvenile Court

5. Child Guidance Clinic
List children ínvolved

6. Other (circle number) f 2 3 L 5 6 7 S 9 10



APPENDIX B

TiiBLtr IV

¡,DDITIONT,L IIEGISTRÁTIOÌ$S ¡iT S0CI¡tL ÁGEi{CIES
BY C/iTEGORY 0F FILTHERJ,ESS FÁr"iILY

Number of
;idditional-
Registrations

Nu:¡lcer of Fami-lies Total Other Agenci-es
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CATEGORY OF FÁTHIJR,I,ESS
i'iARITriL COUNSELLING

TTIBLE VI

FJII"JILT Ai\D REGISTfuI.TIOiS ;LT Á
LGENCY PRIOR T0 TI{E F.A'I,ÍILY

BRE,{KUP

Category IlÊ F"C. Either Itleither Both

.\ _A) ]Jeath

B) Desertion
Separation

Divorce

3

5

I
I

?

L5

20
I4

5

I5
2L

l+

l+5

r)
3

I

t
5

7

I



E]
)4.

TJßIE VII

C^TEGORY 0F FaTIERLESS Fi{l'iILY Ait]D tìnGISTR,TIOitl
liT Äl{ AGENCY IÌ{VOLVED -TN CHILD BEI-LiVIOUR

PROBI;EÌ!X]

Category J. C. C . G. C. Either ltleither Both

rr,) Death 14 2L 28 22 7

B) Desertion B 1I L2 I 7

Sepa.ration 7 9 ll L3 5

Divorce2I330

T¡iBLE VIII
C:.TEGORY 0F FÁTIÐRIESS FnlviILY ¡ritTD REGISTF;iTION

.''T AN ÁGEI'{CY FOR TI{E PURPOSE OF CHILD
PLhCEì"ßt\T

Category Number of Registrations for Child
Placement

ii ) Death

B.) Uesertr-on

Separatíon

Divorce

9

6

0

12
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T;iBLE ÏX

C.iTEGORY OF FIiTHERI,ESS F¿I'i]LY AND NEGISTF]'TION
AT INVOLUNTÁRY ¿GEi'íCIES

Category J.C" C.Á.S. Eilher lileither Both

/i)
B)

Death

Desertion

Separati-on

Di-vorce

7

E

l+

I

atr.

r)
o

¿

r4
dO

n

a-

18

L2

L5

3

atr

L5

Ió

l+




