
A STUTY OÏ Î}Iã VOCAIJTJIå]ìY OF

VOLUI.I|ES r,I]Æ A}îD SE'IIEI{ Oi' JOIIN Ð]i] TB]IVISAI ff

TRAr.r SLlrTI 0l-{ 0l lìAlii1]-l,Ptl IIIGD]j]{ t 3 il0LYCHF.CIr{IC0Ì;1"

BY

.ltlnl,tA P.uTÌr "i0j:nígT0lI¡ B.À"

n lltlsÏs irRlJSENllI]) T0 Tj{E DEPARTj$iirT 0}r' lifiG-lÏsH

OT' Ti'j--ij UJ{IIÆ]RSITY CF iJU\.ITiTTCBA ITT Pé.F.TTAI FULFI],*

lljEÌ.j-'X Cf' Ti]il REâ,iiÏl.l-illEli'1S f'OR Tllü ÐEGPJII 0F

]:ÞSTER 0!- ARTS "

UI'JT\TERSTTY OF JIIAITT]]CBA

APRIL , I 9I]I

Two 'bhousaird cayds which represent
tl're ns.in'r^ n.er.N of the "!Tork of this thesis
are now read-¡r 'co be sent to Professor S"
L{oore at the University of l,Iichigan, v,ritlt
tlr.e approval of Professor Ferryr I{ead o'i
Departilent of English, üniversit,y of
Tvlanit oba"

,,',r::



Charter 1,

î dTITT¡ ôIì /afiìflTt]tìilrFcrs.1pl.U Vl' U\JJll-l. \l l_.1 û

Outline of llistor'¡r of the
hlrrcr li eh Tli nf i n-¿r-n¡¡ f n j-'nc

J vv

ì¡ei.:i l.'irp'l i eìn Tli nti íìì.ârr¡^

rFnc 'ÌJcrl¡ ll-nc'l i q1¡ ili nt'i nnrr-r¡¿¿¿U T'¡VVf JJ¡¡(<!J¡J¡¿ !Jç UL,JLIçILJ
(Jþi ô'ih ¡-¡¡j Tlorrc-ì n:ri;ra'nÈvr !L< rrr alrLr lJc v Ç:(J!r:rglj u
jüethod ancl'.iork in Consiniciirrg
1¡^l rr^ ^rô T-€^-."-.-..-'l-¡ ^'^ ; +Vct.Luc Ul- Ml-Ur-"lilAuLOn I C, [r1VÉS"

FAGE "

't
¿@

16*

a-U ø

'*3.

33o
33'

r*J ø

49"
50,
ÉA

Rry

Olø

Cha-i¡ter 11"--Ë*--í-"-r-*\*.vavL \ a J
, /i \.caTL I D J,|\!ar! lcJ

Chapter l-Ì1"*Färt *fä'I*
Far'r, (¡ ),|\-HArf \ c l

The ],i|idd1e ltrngl-i-sh
Sch.erne ¿ìi'id Plan
Deveiopnent up to
S;oeeial Trdethod of

-lìi 
^+i.rFeFl¡t Ul,k¿ J

the Fresent Tine
S e I e nt i ir.c" Ìi/rì?"rls

Chairter lVæ*fÊ-i
Fart (¡)

,t\vtYrT | ô I
\v/'part ( n )

Farc, I è )

Trevisa and th.e Polychronicon
ïIi 6çdeir
Trevísars Life and Vorks
The Pol;,rchronicon
Trevisa as a Transl ator
C onclu si on



CTIAPTER ]."

-"i*

The Englísl: Ðictionaryr Ð,s \re lenou¡ ib to*day

'ma book dealing with the individual r¡rords of a langua6¡e

( nn acpl'rin q'irêêìfì=d n'i>qc - ? r¡-----\
\ v! - -**-ies cf thei,r) p so as to set

forth their orthograÞhÍ, pronunciation, si¿:i'tifícati oi'l:

e,nd usee their synollyrnsg deri'iratione aÌtd historys or at

least soine of tlr.ese facts rt¡I is a -,*Iork of conparatively
'r.-+^ ¡iat¡¿. 1n-nr,"ci1 | in ,¿he lOnn an,l Vaf ied COUf Se Of the-L¿üÙç UEV\:.L\JV-:I(

rorirantic €Ìrowth of crir tnoi,ire:: ton65ue ' This developilent

leas been some-ühat ciosely altied to ihe evolutÍon of

Eir¡ilish Hisicry and the grotrth of trlnglish Aiteratllret

and can be traced back to sourcese wh.ich at first €{l-t'.nce

seern so far renoved as to discount any conn€ction"

1n A l\ier-¡ Engli.sl: llictionary on Historical-

?rincipl-esg founcled i:re,ir:rly on tiae mate rials

col-l-ected by the PhilologLcaL Societyu

^ 'n ; -Ê ^ ,l 'llrv 'ì1.îr r -¡reet.tee $y lilL¿!'Íay¡ Jatl es -A-. 11.c et' â,1 "e

Oxford:u at Th€ Cl-¿¿rendon FrÊËs lBBB-l-948"

Vol" 111 e Page 33L*
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In orde r, then, to f ind tlie precursors of the

modern o.ictionary it is necesse.ry to €ao bacl< to an

ear-ly clate Ín iii¡orld hi st ory. ¿ts early as the seventh

century bef ore Cilrist ihe -åssyri-ans had g rvhat f or con-

venÍence rray be ter¡ned a dictionary of their lan65uage,

ñr'r r:l a.rli-.ahl ets in cuneif orrir characters r a,nd th.ev tesJ

j.rabians, tooe early showed that tirey recog:nized

f or such a work" Ttie se l dictionari€Ê I r holvevet e

tb.ose of tire Greeks and Ronens e tr'ilere collections

v¡ords and neanings E vat'her than e;chaustive lj-sts

tire ne e d

J¿.L\c

of ra,re

of all

o\ñ¡ï1the words in the langua¿te. 1'-ne. â.1'lcestrv of our

clictionaries e holve'¡er, is Greek ancl F-oilan"

The Greelcs at.id rl,onians kraci no iclea of a book embracing

all i,he rzords of theír ol,Yl'l or anJ/ f oreign tongue'

Glossarie s I ho\nfever ¡ of' Unusual lvords and phrases r;Iere

early connon' .A.S far back as tìre tirrre of Alexander l'Lre

Great r¡rorks of a lexicographical character¡ of v¡hich

only a fev¡ of tire t,itles or auth.ors â1,re knovrnr vrr€Íe com-

piled in Greece. The earliest tt'ork of tile kind extant u

though ¡rtuch inte rpole,ted, is tlie BHome ric lexiconrr of

-A.pol1onir-rs , tÏ¡e sophi st , an Alexaird::ine grairu-rrarian e at

the 'i,im.e of AugustL¡s. Afteil bhat period v'/orks of such
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a nature, golrre of which har¡e survíved, ï,¡ere nu:rirerous.

Coiriin¿: dov¡n to tbe ilícldle é.ges, the inost famous lexicon

is tlra-u of Suiclas, ( of unl;noïl¡n ôate or place )lut pro-

ì-.abl¡' al¡out the tenth ceniuryi ii is a slovenly coi:t-

pilation of l,vordsr narì€s and places, but is extreiriely

valuai:Ie as Íts nunerous quotations fror,l ancierit

writ€rs are the source of much historical and other

inf orniati on. tr'rorr aboui the sar"ìe peri oci dates the

ofien printed rltymol.ogicum ï',[agnunr. The ¡:rost ir,l-

portant of the 1¿Lter Greek dictionaries is th.e

I The saurus Graecae LinEuae I of the farnous !'rench

sch.olar and i:rinter r iienri Estienne or Stephanus,

This tremencjous an,d schol¿r,rl y work of f our voluütes rryas

prinied in 1-512, under the auspices of ttie universities

of 3e rliir, i.öttine,en, LeipziEi 7 i,unich, and Vienna"

1{ot less interestin¿r is the clevelopment of Latin

dictionaries " TÌreye too, have be en p1e irtift-il- lin the

},{iddle Ages * they r,Iere t}re ciaily necessity of all

stucjents " Ðuring th.e seventh and eighth ceirturies

o.f tlie Christian era ii,re developgent and enla.::genent

of the T,atin tgloss t f oresilaclotreC the i.trceptiort of

rnoclern cìícti onaríes . Lat j-n \¡Jâ.s ¡ in lve stern Eurolre

duriz:g: the se Jr€ars , the on"ì y literary language "
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Tn the rrp.i ori.l-.r¡ of m¡rrlrs¡¡j r.r*e i n ni r.arrr atiOn At t¡ratÁ¡l llgÈJ Lt a UJ V¿ ill@¡lLluV¿ ¿ [/vu

tine rrrere f ound gl-osses r that ís explan¿rtorlr \?ol'ds

rìîri'üten above 'bhe cliff icult worcis of the text. -A.s

the prii(Þ.ry purpose of t-t,e €iloss vras to e;rplain d j-f-

ficult Latin l1ords u 'ú1iis l'Ias done at' f irst e vrrhene\rer

possible , b5r using easier Lat j.n words i e.plrar€ntly only

when such ea,sier Latin rrorcis 1',/e re laclring: vras tile ex-

planation ¿li.ven in the v€rnacular (it 01d Engi-ish) .

These €iloss€s a,Te of particule¡r ínterest'üo the philol-

ogist, f or throl¡¿:?r thei'i has be en ilre served a large

nui:.ber of Clcl English, Olil Irish and 01d Genn¿rnj-c r¡¡ords

tliat, btrt foy tÌre v¡ork of t?le old gloss¿"rists e \rould

have been lost" As the yeafs rojled on sofle scribes

oï.inciustrious re¿ì,ders collceivecl the pl-an of collecting

glosses from \raïious illanllScriptS and corrbinirrg ther:t

int o e sing:le li st knol'un aS a t Glos SariL-lmr or I Gloesa,ry'r '

In those cìays, as in our ovi;l: the learnin€r: of Latin

involved the coïnïiiltirrg1 to rnenrory of classified lj-sts

of lvorcjs and phrases " ffþen -bhese lists or rvocables I I

lvere transferred io papeï or parchÏìent Ieaves u they v'Iere

called eVocabul¿¡.riumr or tVocabularyr" A.s the \rocabu-

1ar¡r and Glossary ï{€ïe so¡ler¡,'hat siinilar in scope a.nd

aiiir, they Ì,cers often co::rbined f or practical pllrposes "
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Several such col-l-ections exist fori-ned f¿¿r back ín

01C English tirne s and can be r€¡r:-;rd€d as the earlie st

f orerunners of the irtodern dictionary. Four of -uhe

lnosb aircient gilossari€s of English ori¿.in ar€ stí11

extant and are lcnoln re sÐecÍvely as rtl-re l,eidenr s

l'{-}re 1ì1-i rr¡'l I l*'¿,c Tì-¿'3lr:.J- I ^rrÄ I *l¡c ñn-¡.rrr¡ ? frnr'¡- Ui-L\; -lJiJIltcL-l- 9 U|E :Jl J Uil- L, t c'"IlL{ ullç L,UI1JLIÈ I lI lJl;r

ihe nariìes of tÌ:e liì--raries to which th.e 1r no¡r b€iong:.

rrTl'le i:{" S " of t,Ìie Corlrus Glossar:y" claies to the

6ri.'l rr r-rart nf 1-.he e_'i rrl.l-i,li eÉ...a.r-,1-.ar¡ J-1^n u-.-i¡¿r 1 ¿l_ndG,ri-j' I'qJ u vJ u:,.ç çrf:.!.¡u!r. uçLrvrt!J 9 u-jv ii,

trirfurt - althoush. tir€ l,{.Ë. copj.€s tiiat iratre colrìe down

t o us are no'c olcie r g or no'{; so CI-'l-d * nri¡st f ronl i;}re ir

ir¿-,iii-re ¡io ì:rrLcl: r:s 6'loss¿lries to a stiil e a:ll ier cì¿rte r and

the Leiden i;o ¿Ln e¿r.rlier stiil-; so tlrat we can carrJ/

irack these i:e¿liirning:s of lexicog.r:a1:hy in Jin[riernd to E;

tine soÍìerih€re betv¡een 600 and ?00 A.ll. s end probabl¡' to

an age not lonEi lrosteïior to the int.¡:ocjuction of

ñr'¡-¿.i e* i c,ni r-rr in tÌ:e Sou'i;h oÍì Englancl at tÌ..e end Of theUTJl. JiJ UIC1J¿J¿ UJ ¿¿I UIIL UVg VI'I

si:ltli centLir.y. i:riany more vocabularies r¡Ére conpiled

be tween 'bhese e¿'.ïl ]r da,t es and the el-even'bb ce ntury;

ând it is noiervorthy-t,rrat thos€ ancieni glossa,rÍes and

rrocabul¿Lries no'ù onl¡r becoi¡ie futler and rnorc; orcle::ly

¿ì,s tiine ¿idvancec-'i 'tut ti::ey also becaäte nlore ''Tn¿-:1ish"fll'

1, ïfurra;r r JaL¡e s ¿..1{' , l The llvoluti on of

I)ngIisb. Lexicograirhy't The Cla"¡=enclon

Press 1900 " Fag:e L2.
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,A.s has been suãtgested abot¡e the evol-ti'cíorr of

-tJnE¡Iish lexico¿:ra-ohy is closely al 1ieä to the cliff ere nt

rte r-i ods o i fin¡rl'i c1r lri qinr'-.i. One hiS-boI' ic¿!'l e ven'b that,vu! lvL U vr lJ¿rÈ::! r, wv¿ j r

had a narlíed infl-t¡enc€ on 'i;1'le gror.','th. ôf -t h-e Ilnglisir ciÍc-

t i oüa.r'v i,'¿a,s the N'oralan Invas i on. The c olJìin[-i of Tri i]L iarnJ " *-

tire Conqr-ieuor v¡ith his bands of }dorman-Frei:clr *qolcliers

re,sLll-t € d in Lne retarclat i on of Olcl Xirgli sh le arnin€r end

li-belra.r-"' culì:t.ire e '::'ûich lrad l-ry t1:is; tine ai:'baiired to

íair' ¡.rropoltions " It r-¡as t';¡o ái€rre rations aíie :' the

Conqiiesi beío::e ;n¡iii.sir liiera.ture bei:an to rÊassert
.i.l-c.¡ìf. i+ 1rr.jS then in the natU::a.1 cOurSe Of er¡cn-tSrL U;:|-Ia t I u l,¡qi'

sorrter¡rÌ:at closet¡r confined to'Lhe cjiaiect of tne con-

queïors, wiricÌ.r- hari becone the lerngi-ra¿ie of po1-ite

society ' It is not sr-lrprisii:5i, tÌ:en, to note i'hat,

f or r¡iore than three huirdrecì years aftei: the llornan

Coi.o-Lìest, Iìngl:-sþ l-e¡:icoE-raphy tras pi:actica-i1y ai a

sL¿Lniìsti11"

Eef ore the ericì cf tl:e f ourteenth cen'bur¡r, n'hen

lrr¡rìiar.r t¡¡nô ^1r.rê rìôrÊ rrr"edOlflinei'ite \ye find JOanf:gS-;'¡JlE¿,I¿È1J VVl,_.Ð v¿lue ¡jrvr u lr¡ vç'\

cie Ga::lancìia, a native of En¡llernd e nsiirp¡ tl:e v¡ord

t dic.bionarius t as bhe title oí a col-Iection of Latin

.¿oca-rrle s issuecl by hirn fo:: t-ne LìSe of be¡rinnersr about
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tl-Le year l-225"

q?But lvhen we reach the ei:d of the f ourieenth cen-

tury, English is once rnore in tlle ascendant, Robert

of'Gloucester, Robert liannyn¿r: of J3runire, Dan i'{ichel-¡ of

Canterbury g ?,,rtd Richard Rolle of i{arnphole, ii/illiam
lanpland a,nd Talnn llt¡a.r.i +. TOhn GOV¡çf atf Cl êenf.fi.crru vrr¡r liJ þ¿¿J I U Ulrll ULrV,rçI C)llLl \-fç \J_L l. I çJ

Chancer, and many authors of le ss l(no',-,ry1 or eirtirely
Llnknovinr narle, hav'e vritten Ín tk'6 toun¿;ue of the pe o-

ple i En¿ilish iras been sanctioned f or use in the courts

of l-ar'r; a-r d es John of Trevisa tells Lrs, Ìias, since

th.e lfu.rste lÌorÉvnt olr Grea,t Pestil-ence of Ij49. t,ee n

iirirodnced ini;o tiie ¡ìrelillar schools in tl:le translation
of Latin exercises, r',ritich bo;rrs forrre r1¡l renclered into tr'rench,

and unclern;Ì:ese cont.litions lexícographical activity at

once J:ursts f orth r¡'¡i bh vi6tou.r" About ihe miilcile of 'Lhe

century lvas conipiled the f amor¡s I Tiedulla G'ranrtatices I r

designated, vith sorle propriety, ttì e first Latin-

EngIish. Dictionar¡r. nl.

.4. momen'bous advance rdas rnade in 1499 uhen Fynson

printed t?re t Prorriptoriun Parvu.lorunr , cornpí1ed ír: I4¿O

by Galfriduse a }oininican Friar of Lyrrn EpiscopÍ,

r{orfolk" Th.ís is the firsi Engli-sh-f,ati-n cìictionary

1. Ilurray ' 0p'Cit " Pa.ge 15 "
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anC is cited in the preface of Tfaygs edition as rtone

of the i:rost valuable Ii::guistíc nonLrments of íi:s cla*ss

to loe f ound in any European cou:n-r,r'y.rt1" Prr:r.'ior" to

t¡is t¡le prirnaùy object of lexicographical efforts was

the elucidation of latin ' ldo¡,',¡ the einphasis rvas placed

on the explanati-on of English words. One or two illus-

trations froin ihe lProrrrptoriuur Parvulorume r¡¡i11 suffice

to shol,¡ tire ii:rportance of the c1:ange thus effecied"
nCorne : Granurrt, graiten " Corne , ivhyle it 5¡ror"ythe

Seges. GrehownCe (greseirounclers) * T,eporariu.s, veltresntl2o

-¿Inothe r historical event that ¡lreatly iLlfluencecl 'b?re

cornpil-ation of Latin-En¿llish ancl English-Ï,atin vocabularies

was iire Renaissance or Revival of Le arníiig, r"¡hich lef t

íts irn;oress upon nnglish 1i be rary e'íf orts durin¡=i tþe

' fourteenthe. fifteenth¡ and sixteenth cetrturies. Anongt

'che nunl€rous word-1ists brou¡:ht. f orth during this period

llyes the dictionary'of Sir Thomas illyots Knigiltr bhe first

I' Pronrptoriuu Parvulorum Sive Clericorurl,
I Dictionarius Ànglo-lat j.ùus Princeps ,

;Luctor:e Fratre Galfredo Granrmatico Ðicto,
Circa 1440" ed" ,7ay, Albertus¡ Londini¡

srrrn.l-.i huq Societatis Candetlensis e1865" P"Xlll,uutrr¿jruIUøv

2u Ï:bid, P 931209
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lvork io ernploy the Englisl: word dictionary io desigirate

its ain a,nd design'

lire next siage in the develoÐTrl.ellt of word-books

1¡¡as reached i,vhen dictÍonaries oí En6llis'h v¡i'Lil anotirer

uiodern lanquage wer€ introcluced" The publ-Ícation in

1530 of Palsgrat¡ers rEsclarcisseilent de 1a Langue

I'rancoyse t rira.rrked t?re aLlpearance of the f irst dictionary

of French and English. ln 154? appeared 'ffyllyan SaIes-

buryt s r¿ .Dictionary Ín Engl;ishe and îielsl:et " Ðuring

ihe coLrrse of the sixteenttr century !ìarly dictíonaries

of English and French, .linglish ¿ncl Lating -ln¿.:lish and

Snani sh were orociuced " Such diciionaries greÌ,E :flore

r¡olr¡r¡].ot in character until i¡¡e find eleven languages
!¿ v-¿

deatt wi'1,h. in'tlle first edition of John l'iinshewrs !The

Guide unto Tongues t e published in 161? " The pritnar¡r

desiErn of all of these v'ras io help En.qlish-spea,king:

llersons 'bo an undersianclin¡=': of Latiir, Frenci'lr and ot?ie r

f orei¡tn i-angua¿:es "

It was nc¡t un-bil tbe 'oe¡iinninSi of the seventeenth

aentrrrr¡ thnt tirere l'r¡as recoenized ttie need for a diction-vvrruq¿J

ary to help Eng:l_isluren to a better knorl¡led¡:e and uncjer-

staniling of their oi.,rn tcngue. ffith i-ile publication in

L6O4 of Robe:rt Cawdreyrs îTable .4llphabetical! or
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IExpositor of i{ard \Tordsr , a direct ciescendant of tne

seveirtfr and ei¡rhth ceir'úr.lry 6ilossary'e \,'r€ find ii:re first
all EnglÍsh diciionary - tÌlat is a j:ook containin¡ç

lllrrc-l i clr r¡¡n¡jq .'¡i f-r¡]Ino] i oì¡ r'ìcfi-ni*i n-nq -,l^^.i ^.'-^J ¿^!rrð.r¿ÞJ-! !rvÀ uu \'Jf U:LllrIJL"--LIùrJ. t.llJl Il.a! U i UI? t L¡çÞI¿<llçL¡ l,rU

assisi Englisl'men in th.e correct use of tireir ovrn

lanÉruage" Tn this volume \',¡as to ì:e f ound the corre ct
srnr-l -l i iro =-nc1 Lneanin,ci Of SOt1te 'bhr.e e thoUSancl learned

tenirs that had, as a Cire ct resllit of the RevÍval of

Le ariti-ng s f o-Llr.lcì the ir ,;¡ay ínto _.ltrngl-islt froirt Latin e

Greeii, ilebrew, Arabic ¡ aircj ob.cer lan6ruages ' Th.is

-^,,ì.1.i ^^-È.l.^.^ .¿râi4r-q âiî jr,lrror.t,¿.n.t noi.nt in the evol-ultion!JU W!I U4U¿ UÁl .UrÇrr -Lù qrr ¿r:r.VV¿ Uk¡r v !Jv¿rl u ¿;r

of the English dictionaryg âs since th^at oate the trend

i rr i *e rlo¡ro'l ^'Oment ÌraS be en tOl¡¡Lrcl S mee ting il:€ needs

of Tlnrrlishr,len iif i;ì-r6 Ì1r611fp'mo'naarr'li.¡r +O 'bÌieif Ot.,/nv] g¡Ie-!I U LJ',IU¡I Jf,J UIJ.ç trJ¿ U UJçTTTÐ IJCUUJ¿4I V

speech'

Äniong the dictionaries to app€ar be'l,i.¡een-l,he tilte
of lìarrrrì-¡6it 

"t't¿ 
'Ra.i'l eV a.re : T{cnr¡¡ l'!nal¡cr.11411 I S I Thgvg!i?Ltr vJ q,¡lLl JJsr¿rvJ s¿ v c ¡fuli¿J vvvr!v¿r¡r

Eng:lish Ðiciiona::ie I L623, t'!te f irst r,'rord book to

assuire .the i;itle Ingl-isì:: .Dictionaryi Thorrtas Slount t s

r GlossoErralthía, 1656 i Fhillil?t s , I The I'íew r¡/orlcl of Words I

1658 i Schooluiasier Colers e tEnglisb. :-rictionaryt , L6?7 "

¡r11 these had a coillnon feature - they i''Y€re no1r neant to
'ce complete but tvere linited to t h.ard i,rorcJs I , iypicaily
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those cierir¡e d froi:r f orei¡rn lan¡luages; vorcls in coL üton

llqê toêi¡¡.;. -rt?.êôrì'¡nêÄ J-n rc,.rrì7ç nO atieiftiOn.uov uç¿ji[r iJ!uust:¡vv uv

The publi cati on in 1?21 of ldathan 3aileyr s riJniversal

ïltr¡r'iol oç:i eal lìnrr'lish 'Ðicti ona,rvr . jitarks a fli-L't¡e r ste¡e e_ e--er-¿ 
¿

in 'bhe evolution of ihe nodern d j ctionary' Sail.ey

all-pears io irave been blle first lexicogijr¿:pher to realize

that an l4nglish dicti onevy ou¿Lht to contain all Englis?r

rroTdsl in his book tiie first attern*oi is illade to collect

ancl oefine all words in good usa€{e in'i;he English

J-anguage ' Bailey was also the f irst c otnpile r of cl ic-

tícnaries'bo introrllice ii:e stress accent for inclicating

tir e pronunciat i on of v¿ord s "

Ðurin3 tlre l-atter hal-f of the eighteenth ceniury

Êri I c¡r Ìr.q¡ innl-r-,r iiiri.l..r1-.nrs ;ì'^."1 - j ¡¡^'l ^ ' 'r-,O f OllOf+ed ifiS¿vJÉ+vJ ------l-v ¿111¿ uciu(Jl Ð qllu I r v cL!ù t l?rr

exainple in including all 'ryords " .{mong: ihes€ ffaS -Be n*

jai,rin liartin r,.¿ho pr-rblished a dictionary in 1?49, in
.',.¡hich he indicated the nulrl¡€r of sy'tlables g and by th'e

LìSe or omissí on of Ð,ccents e indicated i;Ìre quantitl' of

rnany lon¿¡ and short syllable s ' Subse-o.uentIy di jlferent

works appe aretì, which grave: not -rilerely the stress

accerrt, b-urt bÌ:e coi:çIete p1'onlìnciation of tbe worcìs '

lurin¡: tþe seconc.i o,Ltarter of the ei¡rlrteenth century

i,¿ v.,¡as conside red by lngtislr irren of le ['¿ers anong
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therl -{ddison, ,Srviftr and Pope that '¿lle time ìrad cone

for i'he preparation of a ilStandard lictionaryî of the

Engl-ish tongue to inalce au'l,ire ntic the languaSre e 'irhich

in their ss-r,iinatÍon had attained such perfection tirat

furtner irnprovement r,vas hardly possible. Tbis r+oul-d

entail the iì.sting of the proper sig:nification and use

of every r,.¡ord ano phrasee tltat futlure ivriters inight have

a stanciard froi¿ r,¡lh.ich none would dare turn asíde" It
livas necessary'r,o find soneone to wlrcrir tire task äiight

be entrusted - soioeone v,¡]rose learnin¿i vrot-tld co:täilancl re-

si:ect ancl tire ütan wito l'¡as finall¡r chosen and ''¡¡Ïro

agreed to the pr:oposal was,Sarnuel i-ohirson"

l/ith the aÐperance in 1?55 u in tlo llrrge folio

volultes, of Johnsont s t li Dictionary of the Ïin.ulish

T,a.nnua.Ee in l-¡hich the worcls are deduced from their

Originals, and iltusì;rated in the ir dif f e rent signif i-

naf.i nns bw Tì-rrm'nl es fro¡r tire Sest ''.¡rrlitersr s modernv.J !rr(4¿¡I,¿v

llngtisir lexicography -nay be said to begin. Alth.ough

Johnson, as diil all tite early lexicogreipirers r looked

upon h.iillself in bh.e light of a dictator rather tiran a

histor.ian, he belonged'Lo the moclerns in one respect

in nis a€le of quo'Ûations to il]-usirate the neanings of
t:,

urorcìs. i{e Yfas t.llle f irst lexicoS¡rapher to ilÏustrate

freeJ-y, by literary quotatioi'lS¡ words a¡d significations
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an'.1 io distÍngr-iish r¡i1,h cere 'blre di:iferen'r, irteaninÉts

of words " He shower-l hov'¡ useful, rrhert prol:erI¡r chosen

o,u ota,ti ons :rLay be ¡ i'loi onl-y in c orroborai ing tile cl i c -
-[ionary--rjÌEl]ie r î s si¿rte;rents, but ¿'.lso in rev€al-ing

sirenin'l slrrrles of i¡r6p11 i11 r. oi: vari-ations of llse vl-.ichu;Jvv*ç!+

cle f initions cannot rveIl €xpress. Since !r" Johnsonr

his
c

tirne t-lie it'lporiairce of usinS¡ q'-rotations ín tile ilaking

of a dicti onary lras be en inore and mole recognized '

3e tweeir the -¡rublication of Johnson I s iìictionary and

the f irst edition oÍ' ,Ife bste r ? s in 1B2B rìany ::rinor clic-

tionaries appeared, The onty nelr feature introduced

into an¡r lexicog¡rap?rical eff ort until tire end of the

eighteeirtir ceittliry r,ras ti:e inc'lica'tion of '"1,re 0rthoepy

or Pronunciation.
i¡'Ie'bster î s f irs-b ctíctiona,ry r onÌ€ o'i tire tr¡¡o indepencle nt

contributions to the develoirrnen'b of dictionar¡r Irralcin6i in

i;Ìle earlier half of tne nineteenth centuryt i7'IaS a s¡nall

octavo booli pr,rblishecl in 1806, containing çords not

f ound in any siiliil ar vroriç; this \'laS f olloweci over ti''re ni¡r

yearsle-terb¡r}ris'AnlericanDictio}raryoftjleEirglisn

language I , which has ofte n bee n revise d ancl e nlar:ged "

T?,e dictionar.y of charles Iìícharc'l.soil e 1lu]:iishec in

IB3B, the seconcl inCepenclent con'bribution re f erred io

abovee 'i,¡as an ori¡<ina1 worlc v€ry valuable for its

äbundant quotatíons froin siandarcl English authors' IIe



develolred lnor.e fully 1)r. Johnsont s iiea and use of
quoiations j.n his rlfev¡ Ðictíouary of tlre Englis]r
Lan6iuage, Il lustrated lcy Q,uotaiions from the tsest

.¿luthors, I

Arro:r6i the rnore inportant r.,rorks prodi-rced after
R.ichardsonr s dictionary up to the tiite of ti're ai)-oear-

ence of the first section of t?le t{ew Enr:lish Ðiction*
arl/ in 1884 riray be f ollnd c trThe Imperial Dictionary
of tire nnglish lan.euage, e di- bed aird largely r:¡rr tten by-

John Ogilvie 3 a Ejcoitish scir.ooluester, i,/ho 'book ilebster r s

book as iris basis, ?¡ut rvlio added to it ve ry €x'r:€nsive l;,-"

I'ron 1889 to 1891, t1're t ceni,ury Dictionaryt \:ras rrlibl-ish.ed

iü parts aijpe arin¡l at short in be ::val-s, Jose.oir I.
îorcesie re ¡,,¡ho was trained in lericog¡raphy by iyebster,

corimiled va.ri ol.rs si:rall ciiciionaries between 1830 and 1859.

I The Siandard Ðictionary I vras ori5iinally' ;ouÌrlished
| - ^^ - ^ - \(1893-95) in tv,ro rons€ci.rtively appearin3 voluÍÌ€s.

t a . /f - ^ñ^l-tì1h1_êFre ¡ [' 
^lt^ 

¡ 
^- 

êAa â ¡lr 
^iì:re¡iuvr v!v,,vL,4v ,!uu,ona r:jit (18?9-1888) i" a large

'"zork of an encyclopedic nature, edited and lar.rely vriiten
i-ry Robert tiunter, a Scot'¿ish author'.rr1.

1' Cyclopedia of Education" Ediied lly Paul

i{onroe: Vo1, fI'

Tlne i'l[ac],tillan Co' 1911.
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Thus has been traced so¡rer.¡irat 'oriefty the stage s in
the develoorllent of English lexicograr:h.y, It has com-

¡r'ised the slossi nE of d i f f icult r¡¡ords in Lati:jt jlanu-

scri;ots by easier latin, ancl fiirally by Ingtish lvords;

the collection of 6tlosses into Glossaries, ancl the elabora-

tion of Latin-English Vocabularies; 't,lre later f oriaation
nf Tlvro1 i ei.r-r.a¡ín Vocabularie S i th.e prodi-rction Of Diction-
aries of En¡:lish and another modern l-an6iuag€ i the coin-

pilation of Glossaries ancl .DictionarÍes of hard Erg'lish

uorcls; t::e exte irsion of th.e se by Baile y f or etyr:ologicaI

rourpos€s e io i'ncl ude words in general; tì:re iciea of a

S-t andarcl Diciionary and i'bs reali zaiion by Ðr. Johnson;

ilie idea that a nic-uionary silould sho'v--¡ i;he pronunciation

of ihe word; the exteirsion of t}:e function of quo'catíons

by RÍcharclson; i,he rnore important dictionaries up to tire

a.operance of the fi-rsi sectiotr of the l(ei,v English DÍc-
-t-i nnor.rr i-n 1Ð.t1.A - r¡r'rri nh anrnir'l pf.c'lr¡ rcwnllltiOniZed allv!ullø!J !r¡ IUU=, lr-r!ur¿ vv¡JlJ¿ç evrJ r v Y v¿q

previous lexicograptrical achievements'
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r¡There har¡e lceen, from bhe earliest tines, a f er,v

ch.oice spiriis capabl-e of appreciatin6r th.e ror'ìance and

ìreauty', ti:e cultural and historical sienificance of
i¡ord ìristorys Ìrut iÌr ''¡ras Ríchard chenevix Trench v¡ho

first ¡la.de th.ese treasures accessibl_e to t,he readinE
.rrhrin irr]'ic tstucìy of Tordsr (resr) arnd rEn¡rrishuwuLrJ v¿ ,.'v¿LrÐ \ruu¿l cL!]

Past and Fresentt (fSSS), and it Ís largely to Trenchts

inslriraiion that rre or"Te the ¿:rea'r, i,;ork of i¡hich bhe

trnglish nation ou¿iirt to be, bi.lt is nol-, iegitiilately

loroud " 
rl 1"

rrr ìrârîÊTq read before the Fhílo1ogical Societ;r in
rrntra nìr¿-¡ r aÃry, Dr, Trencll , then clean of Testi,titrster,rìv v vir¿vv¿ Lev | ? JrL e Á¿ vr¡urr I urrv¡: lrvqr¡ v:

:racle the first effective pro"uest i:.gainst'bhe 1íterary
tri r-.,: 'trar ¿l l¡¡¡ 'li cti one.rrr-r.lalre1' s Or' iOf tO hiS tifne. IIev ¡çrr tJJ LvLtqL j¡ .!-¡Çr:r

indicated that trthe deficiencies in our English dic-

tionaries 'rere so great th¿.t nothing short of a nel'¡

,,vork lvould serve. Ï-Iis argulaeitts were decisir¡e. The

older dictionaries r he poin'ced out, \nI€re def icient in

respect of obsoiete worris wlrich ro¡ere incompletely and

capriciousl¡r re ¿:iste red; in respect of farrtilies or

']lhr= ñ.la.r1-,c.i-lv n^--': ^.-. T ^*;r1no JohnJ-rJç '!,lolar uurrùv -i\trVItrVV 9 lUJlL.l L

ifurraye ITe¡¡ Yorke Lec¿a¿*¿'d ,icott Pub-

lislring Companys Vo1. 250 e L928"

P.238"

I'
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[irort])s of r,vords e and Ín respect of the lauteness of the

earlier exafl.pl es of words quoted arrcj tire omission of

iinporiant ineanings anci usages; in their insuff icie nt

attelrtion to synonynous rvords; in'¿ireir ignoring of

iirporier,nt itlustrative peËsai{e s in 1J-te rature; and

lastly, in their redundaney, f or the too inucir as i'¡e1l

as f or the too little "rr1" As the resulL of tlre se

erlocit-rrari-rin¿i llsr.lJe rs, t"r:e Socieiy pledg:ed itse lf to

rrrr rl prt;n1-ç A ?rÌ.a i ca* 'fln-¡ 1-]r¡r. f eL{edVinS Of tile aCknO.rV-u¡l'-t9¡ 9tu::v c! iJ¿ vrJ vv v vJ ¡¡¡tì

ledged r¡'¡e¿¿knesses of tire tivo stendard clictionaries

of Johirson e.nd P.icharclson by isst-líng a supplement to

th.ent" ¡trs the rvorlc proc€eded for ihe suåigested sui:-ole-

ntent, Ít soon developed in'bo a scherle for a conplete ltJevv

})ngJ-ish .i)ictionary, trlt vras Prollosed i;hat n¡;teri¿¡,1s

siroutd be collected f or a Ðíctionary ,,vhicir e by tire coïr-

plet€n€ss of its vocabulary, and by the application of r"he

iristorical r¡lethod 'üo iire f if e ¿ind uSe of v"ords, nli¡iirb be

wc.trfW of the English language and of' In61Ísh sclr.olarship. "2.

the living ASe, January-Äugust 1928"

Foston, th.e living .,4.9c Coinpany. VoI" 333'

ITeiv Inglish lictionary s

Op. Cit" VoI. I'

P. V'

1r

2"
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The ll€rson chosen to cerry out i'he proposal of

iì:e Philological Society was ller'oe::t CoIeridPìe, one

eminently fitted for the taslc. fn 1859 ColericìPçe

confidently' ex,Llected'co begin puÌrl-ic¿i'ùion r'¡ithin two

years' tiiire. unf ortu¡raiely he diecl shortiy after

assuming the task, r¡¡hich rqas then handed on to I'.J'

1îurrrivall, founcier of ti:e I{elr sha}ç€spea,re society',

ai1d VaIter Sþeat, 'bhe nost fa,ilor-ls oÍ- Chancer erli-bors e

r,¡ho laborecl on Ít until- ih.eir deaths' By 1B?B solle

tir,ro uiliion quotations lrad been g'aihered, íor as fre-

quentlr_y hap;rrens in such undertakin6¡s, i,raterial- r'vent

on accuiirulating ;iri! pi-rblication receded into dis'bance "

The follor.,,¡inÈl y€au a new iärpetr-ls \¡'ras given the rvork

by the appointieent of Jai:res .A'" ]J" ir'furray as eclitor'

Ïnthisformerschoolteacherwiihageniusfor.lexi-

co¿iraphy vras f ound one. v¿ítir the requi-site industry

¿:nd scholarship necessary bo assure the sLìccessful

corrç}e tion of such- a iask' ltI{e had: of course e a

corpsofassis.Larlts¡ål,l]dtirerelj.IerejllËì,nJ,¡voluntary

coniributors, but it Ís to iris furious inciutstry e con-

'ui.nued l¡nrei:ti'Ltinglly ulltit iris deaths at nearly

eig:lrty , t't:,a't i;Ì';e rsork is chiefly' dueu äe hacl hoped

tlrati:emi¿lh.tlivetoseei-r'corlplete'andtirreeyea'rs
before he diecl iir 1915 he lvas worlcing seventeen hours
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¿ dar.;', but the tasli rvas too vast to be accr:niplished by

even such inteilperate labor aird sj-nce his tir¡te three l:Ien,

Dr. Bracì1ey', Pz'of e ssor Craigie , ancl iir. C"f " Onions

have been chief'ly reF,loirsible f or bri.nging í lr to a

conclusion. [] .

In keepins r,tj.'bh Ðr. Trencht s def ini'biolr of the

sco1le of t,he propsed net,i worke a coilplete bre¿Lk was

rlacje i',¡itb ea::lÍer tracli-bion ancl an entire'ly n€rí plan

evol-rreci f or the ne'biiocl. of col-lecting na,le¡:ial o As

t',re ìns'l-.içr¡,-r,oï' of ti'ris stu¡-,endous eífo¡:t .ooirit,eit out

a díctiona-ry sì-.ollld be no'bh.ing: lrior€ nor l-e ss than all

inrrentorrr of f|nê lnn¡;upr;e: the business of the nlarker:ll l v¡¡vv¡J

of it i-e io collect a,trci arra,nge a,l-1 v.¡ords r good and

bad alike, whethe r they corunend tl:emsel-ves to his

irrn'¡¡rircrrt nr not. Such. a ::rake:: shoulci be an historiari,
rJ uçrE\¡¡¡çr¡ v v¿

nc''¿ L)u Cri-bic ' EecarLlSe a, cìíCtiOnary shOtllrì repre Sen'b

faiihfully ,cÌ,-re i-¡lio1e vocabulary, spokerr and i'¿ritten,

4Þit vras resolved to 'oeSiin aL ti.le begitrrring ¿:.nd extract

-11 -1,r *r¡:rì no-l ^.,^-i-..*i ¡,no f '-¡ tl'le LlS€ Of t:¡OfClS I ff Ofl alliJ,Ile\V, L'J'PJ-UaJ qLlut ctu¿urrÈ rl

tlle r¿real Ïln¿ilislr vriters of al-l a.Eeù":, a'ncJ fron a'i I tlre

1* îire ltrationu A iïeekly Journal ìevoted

'i;o Potibicsr lite::'atLlre ¡ Science ¡ Drauae

i',iiusic g .þ;tt s InC.ustry" i¡ounded' 1865 '

The lrTation Inc' 20 Ve seY Si' N' Y:

Vol", C)Y'-l-Ve P 660,
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lyri'rers on sllecÍer,l subj € cis l.¡Ìrose vo::ks mii¡]it iilus-
trate the histor;r of 1.,¡ords er:ipl_o¡,-ed in s1:eciaLl sense s,

froär a-l-1 rvriier'-s rvhaiever befoi:e the sÍxteen.Lh. ceniur¡1,

anil frotr', as ntany e.s possible of tl,re m.oï.e iirrirortant wliter.s
of leiier tÍne.ìrl"

In orderr-í,hene ì;o lvork or:t this nev,¡ iciea of r"¡ord-boc1r

14-1¡ì h,¡ i -l-i:rd,trr.r]Lr r u l{as necessar-)¡ to secLire the servj-ce s of rrtany

persons - eoitor.s y sub-editors, assistants, and reaclers,

Å.t the oritset |tnore than eight hundrecì re a,,clers, irr all
part,s of the vrorld, offerecl the j-r aid, aniì v,¡jren i;h.e

i-lr'eface'uo tire first vofurie etp€ared. in 1884 th.e eclítor

'JIee able to announce that'üh€ readers hacl increased to

I ,500 ¿rnd tha'b 3 e 500 ,000 clliotati orrs , i'calcen f rom tlie

r'¡ritiri¿::s of inor-e than 5 e000 ¿iu'bhors r had alrea,cly been

emessecilto2u Before a-I1 the i:reLterial was fína.'ì lv

collectecl soi'ne two thoursand volunteer reaclers h.ad con-
.l;ri'i:ubed i,he ir servic€s ¡ in ¡.:a-iì-reiirrg io¡¡e'blLer Í'ive

r:ri'l lion extracts froin innuirlerabj e books, Tepr€se r:ting

1o IIew Eng:tlisir }ictionar¡i, 01:.Ci'1" Vol. 1,

To V,

2. The Ïlncyclopaedia Britanníca, rrourteenth

Jidition " The Incyclopaedia 3ri'[,a.i,r,ica

Company lílritecl, Loririon, :--929 '
Vol' V11. P" 3+0,
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Ëng:lj-sh 1i-ferature of all ag:es as r',¡el-i as nuiiÌeJ'ous

cloct:ltentarJ/ reco:rcls " Er¡erJ¡ extant boolc pr:iniecl íri

Enli1ish, as r,,¡el1 ¿.s r,'¡hol-e 1i1¡r'aries of 1¿r.ter books

has been read. in the encleav or to ¡¡a;the r iiÉ:.terÍal to

iIl-nstraie adec¿Lìetely'blre i,teaniit¿:s of tiLe r:;orcls

tisted ' Dean Tre ncli u at the outset baci pointed out

tìie 'l aborious necessity of readiu6i f or '¿ì:e ner: -;ork

sl¡vinr,'^ rTif r,rrç cOUnt, it l'l"¡ofti: while t,O haVe all l,rOl'ciS,

1,T€ can only have tÌ,eüL ìry re arcìin¿: a.ll books; tì'is is

tire rlrice r¡,¡hich .'¡re mu.st 'be contenL 'bo lJay" îr Scb.olars

f roli ne arl-¡r ever)/ c ot-lirtry. itr ,rJurope' , as t;e1 I 4,5 soÍle

from tir.e lTortlr 1l,le rican Coniinent h¿:-ve ila.,de th.eir con-

tributions io this gieaniic'baslç. ifo sinil¿L:: i'¡o.rli î

nct e ven ihe g:reat Gerraa,n I l'iorbe::buchr oi the brr:;ilers

Grirrur, nor tire ilrench ti)ictior:nairet of lit'btel ís

cornparable to Ít in tnagnitude , accuracy'r or cor:pl 6'l,e i'le sS "

Tire autliorii;ies cìuoted Ln the li"E"])', Tange in d¿rte froll

ti-re Ri-lthwell cross ?00 ii'D' io tlLe Da'il¡r liews of July

6 e l-€j83.

fhe dree,"rn of sÍr Jaüres ancl his f'aitÌ:íui} colleagLles

has fiirally'beco:rte a reality. Because of the untÍr'ing

e ff orts of ti::e editors a.nd tÌ:eir corps of ErSËi-et¿,n-b3 s

noclern scholarshil,r can boêLst of a i+ork, rrihe air:r of' lli:ichtl
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wrcte Sir Jrr.riì€s e r¡ís to fliL:trj.sh Ð-n adecir-i:lte accou:i'ü of

t::e ,:fea.nífip:. ^- ì .,i +. ,.v¡1 1^; .,+...-.a7 n¡ lì,.nr,"l iSh -,,¡Of dS ng1i.¡¿ Ur rü-¿r:, cLIi!l !JJ. Èl ú Vf, wY Vf !¡¡Jtl!

in Í:en€rî¿r1 us€j e or ki'lot','n to have be en in llse ¿ t a,ny binl€

C,uririg' the 'la.st sevell hu.uclrecj )'ears' It elidealrors

+ ^ ^r^ ^'=' '-'{ 'bh r€Êard 'i: o each inri ir¡i clual r¡ord r wheil g\Ðt L,L¡ Èllurr tr¿

:^¡,-: in r:rl', nf c,r.¡-'.a -n¡l '-i {-l.i 1.'"llat Sil:niíi-Cation, it bc-fjU!i, ¿.tl \Ïllc-U ÐIfcL.Uç t G¡rL{ l.rr u

ci;,trì€ EnAIiSh: r'''l''¡l- r'ì c-¡c-ì ni-,r1g¡'1, Of f Ofn and ntea.ning itvL!:--v r¿:.-¡¿u¡r, \.'!-'ÉiU uL VU!vVl.

i:as sillc€j reccived i iv?:icÏ¡ of its uses h.a've, in tlie

course of tri:re, becotie obsolete I v¡hicli still SurVíVe e

what nrjv u-qes ha,ve since allise;fi ¡ - by i¡rhat ,-ìrocesses
Á\)ä,no 1i,rn€nã (¿à r,o i'l lustr¿"te ihe se fa,cts lJy a seri€s of qt'{t -

:t'i ons ra,nÈins from the f irsi irnorvn occurrÉílce of the

riroïd. to tire lalte s:-:t, oï dot¡¡n to the ilres€nt clay'i tir.e 11¡oÏd

bein¿l tirus lùacle to exilibit its oi',,'n history'and iiieaning:

and @ ic treat 'rlre etyurolog;y of each $fol:cl stlictly on

the basis of historical fact, and ín accolrdance 1'íítii the

iltethods and results of nloclern lrtrilologÍca} ScleflCe ' {r1'

The value of the coinpl-etion of thís, uihe gre; atest

sir:gle €riterpïise of scholarsr:ip i;he i'vorld ?ras knovrnr

TiasnoiaÊyetbeenfr-rily'rea'lized"Ast'he)¡earspa'-es

The tsookman, A iìevue of Life a-rld Le't'ters'

Sookman Fublishi.ng' IJQ' g Inc'i{'Y'

V Ol- ' lsLV II '

L"
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on 'i;he Oxford Dictiorjary shoulcl serve as an effe ctive
reiriinder to ii',re En¿i1ish-spealrin¡:¡ l.¿orlcl of i-Ls re¡riark_

able linguistÍc inheritarce " As { languag;e is -b}re nost
essent ial gift of a nati on to cívil-i zations this dÍc-
tionary can be terned the chief repositcry of the

Engrish spirii' .å fev,¡ quotations from cliff even.b

"vrriters i,r¡ill sr-¡ffice io call attentiorr to the o1:ini_on

of i,roclern scholeirship re¿rardirrg the va.lue of the work

f or vrhi cTi it took hunclreds cf rre ople in all parts of
the ivorld seventy years- to c o11ect the L:i¿,,terial,

:. " 1'The ci:ie f i'ie rest of ihe O>lford Iictiona-,r¡r is,
or course, ?:istorical.tt rvrites }jrnest rjle e kley. üUnbil

this slirvey of tire lan6iua.6re ? ad been carried out, ryriters
on v'¡orcl-1ore ï'rer:€ grorlin¿:: iii l,he dark" Every section
issued fronL Oxf orcì contains data which bring dov,r-n carc'r-

castl e s lal¡oríously erected by eiyroolo6rical dt earrers.

Sonretímes a worci for v¡hich 6ireat antiquity iras been

postr-rl-cted is shown to be of quite recent ini,roductior,i

or rarrufacture, th.us t slerte t e to assail vigorollsl;u.,

vøhich Skeat cierives from.4.n6ilo-Saxon; tSleetanr to baite

is f irst re corded as a Dublin rrulgarism of th.e 19th.

centllry" 0n tire other hand , the derisive I ol-d ge ezer t e

r,vhÍch has such a modern Cockney rírrg e is t,he 01d Ï¡rench

I guis€T | ¡ e tJumljter r'.¡hich passed into -unglish iir the
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Á, vali_re of still anr:ther t¡rpe is poíntec out by

E'8. TTarc.lare ín an article in rTh.e Ï,ì'ine tee lith, century-r
ilA11or',¡illt¿ íor a fer,v oniissior¡s ¡ it i_ras ,ciiven us t?ie

vocabu-La.r¡r of tìre lang'tta5le, not orrl;r tnat uSe d by the

best auth-orsr but'tT:at of ordinary'nìen ¿ild \¡/orlen in
evcrliday lif e " t'or scientif ic a-ncl tech:lical- t erns
c¡¡irr t 'lrc'l ¡ "rr-c 1¡..¿ø a^rr-'l¡* .-Å J"1,, l-i.,^vrlrJ!À u !rur! rjc¡,Ð L,ctrIl i:ULl þ._IJ U 9 v!r utr u!.rç r t:SUIt tìf at 9

l.,¡hile th,e explanations coi,inend themselves, l.,re hope e

to the e:çce rt, they; are usually conËrehensÍble to
'che genererl reader. The earlÍest instance to be

f ound of each t'¡ord is ¿:iven wiih the d,a"be r Ð,ilcl the

ìiieer-rine' is in €¿:.ch case traced by neans of quotati oris

'r,Ì'r-r'611p'¡ J:Ìre varioüs channels by i',¡hicir it has arrived

at its present u,se or us€s. It give s us the a¡.cce¡rted

pronl¡nciatione ancl ti:e quotations provide 'l,he philolo-
r¡i st r¡ri tlr e:rl j er snel l'i rrr-.'q. f t 'Le11S US Whethef 'blie

'rvorci is natirre oï in-[roduced frorrr anoth€r ]an€iueige "

In fact it gives us r,vha.t Ís practically the origin
al:d l-if e-story' of every' rvord in English';rì

In the Ïline'l,eeni;b. Century, -å. llionthiy

Rerrier,v f ounded l:y Jattes Knorvles t

lonclon. Constable a.nd Contpanye
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f n the I i'lerv ïn¿r1i sh Di cti onaryr he '.'¡i l1 f ind th¿lt

tbis elenent of olìr langua6re has be en treate d ivith

a'fullne ss th¿it has never been even dístantly
ai:1:roa"checì in tlie treati:ient of an¡l Con'biirerrtal
'1anÉiu.age. 0ne illustration will suff ice to shorv

tiie value i¡rliich 'ùhe Oxford ÐÍciionerr';r h¿s for the

Ronar:ce schrol-eir" Continental authorities are uþ-

anirnous in th,eir o¡inior.r t1ab the color is¿r.belle

orres its origin to the .¿\rchcltichess fsabellae who

vo\r¡6d not to che',nge her sl-r.if'r, un'bi1 her husband

r/¿ì.s sLrccessful in ra-ising' the siege of Ostend " é"s

the síe ge l-asted. froi:r 1601 to 1604, 'ühis vo1''I ínvolved

f.he îôrr:ll I a.cl.¡ i n sorrre discoi:rf ort ancì nlacje a rìel¡,fw !.: v t vJ a-L LvJv J

color fashianable at¿court. Under the heading

isabella t The I{ern¡ trnl¿lish Ðictionar¡'r qlr.otes an

ilrustration notinE the fact th.at Queen Elizabeth

possessed in tÌre yealr 1600 rone rounde govne of

Isabella col-our s¿rtten" r 1'hus the efficient work of

t'Ì"6 nnirirri'l ers of the nei-¡ clictioilâr-rr disproves ';.'hatu ¡r ! v v¡::!, ¿

has been f or uuny ye¿ìr,s accepte d as fa'ct'

If fulrt?:er proof were nec€ssaï)¡r'e¿:arc1.íng: the r¡al-ue

of ti-¡e Iì'"jll"Ð. onc neeiì.s only'tO exalrine tlre prefaces

of a fetr of tiie irrinor re ceni cictionaries of lvhi-ch it
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has been the basis " ?rof essor Skeat in ihe Ðre; f ¿-,ce

t o ì',i,avhciu i,.r,rrì SI;e at 1S f r', ConciSe DictioilArv of i'iicìcl 1eJ vJ rlr¿i L'+ç

ïì'n.c.lishr sâvs" rìThe stUclent rvisl-rin; for cOL4T)1eLe

infcrnption ni11 f ind (in course of tir,re) th¿r.t the

ì{sr¡¡ ïln,rl i eh lli n*'i nn¡rrr r-'ìrì nl1 i e hci rr c" }¡rnllrrl¡t nrri lrr¡riv¡/ !¡rÇ J/!vu¿v¿:qJJ !Yfr¿UIr ¿¡f, Uç!flË. UIULIÈ:IIU \JUU wJ

th.e Clarendon Fres;s wi.lI contain all words f ound in

ouy' literature since tire year Il-00,rr1. The lexico-

tï'eplrer Zoega in tÏ¡e prefä-ì.ce to 1-ris díctionary s€¡.ys e

irin 'lh.e inain it is f ou.nded on the Oxf ord dict,ionary"'r2"

The pre f ei.ce to I Th-e Concise Cxf c.rrd Dictionary of

Cu.r:ren'b En;lishr suirìs ur) iÌre value of its precì€cessor

in ihese words. Ìrrr,1^^ ^r-^^,r-: ^.lVanCe tOr,VafClS COiti-J-rlç Þ UçCluuv c'"\

--'l at j nr nf 'l'l'¡c ,¡Þê^f ñvf nr¡l -.ino'l j ql.i -l-tri r.ti nr,r:rr.¡r lt¡s,
,UIçt ¿Ull lrJ- UIJÇ ¿:J.çcrLU V^IUJL¡ jrl¡ã-!¿Ðri !¿vv¿vlic!!J rJqL'

i:racle it poÊsi ¿,1e f or t,'ie DeleE:ates of the Clarerrdon

.{ Concise Dictíot:ary oí iriiddle Eng}ish

llrom À.n" 1150 'bo 1580 by the Rev. A. L"

Llipr¡her:¡ n.r^,cl tire ReV" Iifalter tT, Skeat r

Oxf ord g Ät the. Clarenclon Press " 1B8B '

iL Concise l,\ictioi,i,.r¡' of OIri Icelandic'

hy GeÍr T. Zoegay Cxíord " "þ.t Lb.e C}¿¡rendori

Press 1926o

1.

lrè
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Fress to auLÌ:.orize ti:e rrreparation and issue of

ilLis book, wirich in i-ts ovì¡n province aniì on its otyn

scale uses 'bhe naterials ¿L[cl f ol lolus tl_re methoc]s by

wi:icÌ: tÌ:e Oxf orcl ediiors have rerrol utionized lexico-
rlra-,-'hv' Tha.f, rrnw ]re s:i d to be the f irst dictionarlr.,.wJ

for which tire iclcal procedure has been posËible, thai,

is i,,;e app.r:oacirin6t of' e ach articl e lri lrh ail op€;n rnÍrlrj

ancl a col-l-ect,ion of exarr'l-rJl-es l:,rge encugh to be e)i-

haustive ¡ ailcì 'Lhe e:ltraction fro:1. the se of ciassrÍ'iecl

senses, tÌ,e f irst cictiona-ry, io pr-tt it anor.rt.ir ilã.-J 
s

in wliích c,uotations h.ave served not nerely'co aciorn

or conlrirrce s but as tr'le ínCispensable tatr'r i¡laie ri¿1,1. ÌtI.

Exhaustive as the rliely EngrÍsh Ðictioriary I is l,he re

åre rne"ny gaps eslleciaì-l¡r in tlre ea::iier volu!:es, This

is ínevitable r.¡iren coi:tpii-íng a- r¡orci-book f or a li-ving

Ianguage " ìjany rvords such as catnouf lage, t'ol-sl;etrilç ¡

Å: ^: + -" '' and television Ìrave lceen brou¡.-h into cur-cL'Ji,/çrluruJUJ-È¡(

rent use since the publication of tÌie first sectio¡t of t}:e

1" The Coneise O>lford lictioi:ary of Cur:cent

English" Adalrted by II"\l¡. Foivler ancl F"G'

I'ov,¡ler from the Oxf ord Dictionarye Oxf ord,

at thc C1arenCon Press L929 "
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CI:',fcrd i-iä 1884. Â sup.clerneni: is nor,,,¡ in preparation
wl-Lrch vvitl ta-i<e care of such. r,r,oïdÊ g no clor_¡bt nany such.

st-l¡plenien'Ls will- be coräpiied Ín future cìa.y.s aÉì th.e neeiì

ari ses .

The co.uBlle tioi: of t,he Cxf ord Ðict,iorLary. r,va,s f ittinp:*
r), cetebrated at a 6rreat banquet ¿Lt w, ich the ,ìigh
Ilono::able Siariley llaldr,,¡in ¡ Srrinte-¡iiniste r of Gre at
llr:-'fain ¿."t th¿Lt ti.ne s rrïas L,ne chief speal<er, ltlr,
Bal cii¡¡i¡r r in pro-ilosin¡r 'r,he toa.st 'i,o t¡Le editors ar-rd

staff 5 coi'ji1tlillei:'i,eci th.e¿t on tire consi;ir:aii-on of vr-hat

he t e::1,.,ecl iiie grear.tesi i¡.onunent of co-op€rati-vc

scLiol¿irsÌrip" The s¡',eake:: wen-b so f¿lr as i;o say if
he 1re re s'Lr¿',nded on e de se:r-b is-r and v¡itii iile opbion

of on€ book he r,¡ould select tliis diction¿¿rri as his
c onrpan i r"rn amon €i b o ok s , Àrlc]ressri nr' 'Þ-r¡f e t:i^1â fì-rri oi ^uurJ!frs. ar vr!\)ñ'v.L \Jf c1,JÈt.L(i

ibe chief editor, trLjr " Baldwiir saic,le mTirere can be no

rt¡n-,.thrr ré ^ ^.2ì-,1.- uvt,r:1,,3 1'lS€ excerJt tliat, evef'y uìan and t'.¡orri.¿Ln Ín

the countr¡r whose 6iraiitucie ¿¿rid ::esoec'i; is wortb

haviirp: r,,'il1 rise up ancj ca.-ìr yol-l blessecj for il:is gree,t

worlc " 
iil-

1, Ti:re Jou.¡:nal of Ecli,rcation ar:d Ëchool_

r..¡orIcl " A ilon't,ii1¡' Re c orcl ¿. nc' tìe vie ll,
Vo1. TJC", london, iuir" Yiitiam Riceu

Ludgate, 3:rcacìway L92.8, T" Sgg.
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'tìIn 'blreir printal- ato¡¡ts, each

0f íts proper snape llnclacl,
- \.Ilere dissolr¡e-d lie tiLe speech

Of dunces and the llunciad.rr

The Spectator, Apríl 2L, L928,

Vol. CXI' P, 594.

1,

1.
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The liiddle EnglÍsh Groi-r1r of ihe iiodern Lan¡:ua5ie

.l;ssoci¿r.iion of .America is at jrres€,r:'ü en¿:aged upon a

irrn i e nt si i'ri 'l a:r to bTra"t of the PhiloloEica.f Societv.-!i¡¡ vd v¿vt:-.ùve?¡ " ",) t

wi-rich ct-ihitin¿,"ied in the cor,tlrletion of I t¡€ ,rire ate st

ncnunen-i: of co-operative schol-arslLii¡t revic\:i'€d in

the lrreviot-ts chalr'ber' i'cr soìlr€ years re¿r,Cers har¡e

beeü bus¡r collectíng. T.ieterial fo.L: a iiie'.-¡ hiiiii'le En3liÈr

--rictíonary, r,iÌticn w'lreir pu'nlisi'reci "'¡ill be r so far' as

possibl e s a colpie le recorrJ of €\re ry f orrlt e.nd ev€ry

-rnc¡vii rr rr of Êìrcl.v ]ìlncli-..?l r'¡oril knor¿n to ha.ve been j-rrr:iç ø¡r J ¡J f:. v r

,ìõê -+ orrr *'i 41g frOrlt 'Ul:e NOfman InVaS:iOn tO 'bhe be-u-Ð (j o,u artJ uJl

ginning of ihe sixteenth centur¡'"

Tire work is bein¿i undertaken, as Ín the case of its

c'r1Êâ1-. nrec-'lecessnr.lro î'eûìer'lrr tne cl ificiencies in exislt-
È.ILc:v ÌJ¿v - I

ing i'Íicldl-e English 1)ictiorraries, The dic't;iortaries

in;cresenL, use that àte l-ir¡ited to the i"{iddle Englisb"

periocì, slrch as Braclley! s eclition of stratmannr and

:..ayher"r anc slçe at t sr rÂ concise Ðíciiortar;' of :ríicldle

En..ilisht do not aclÉ;ctua't,ely'r:reet the needs of the r'nodern
-t
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str:dent of 1'.Íiddle Eng:J-isi:" The f c"'äe r, a varu¿."ble

worku is ratir€r an indispensilol_e guicle to the ac,lv¿,iÌlced

sti:deni intere sie d. íir etyaologl E than a dicitionary to
help ti::e begÍnner grås,r tire i:reaning: of the }iidcile
lnglísh worcls of h.tis f Írsi, Cha-r_lce¡:.i an or earlier text.
The ratteru ali,hough ¿i grea'f: íilp:rorle i:reir'c leaves much.

to be desired - e s,ireciariry' is i'cs lacl< of ir iustrative
quo'bations, a iranoicap 'l,o tire novice" é-l'bhou6rh the
Iielv lTngrish llictíonary iisel-f corrtains r;raciically atI

th.e in fornati on re c;uired for tlie worcl study of ail_ but
ine f irst hundre d ye ars of the ii(iclc'll-e IJn6rtish .¡rer.íod ¡

ii:re great task of siftingr ou-L ¿il-1 this mate rial 'inakes

ít iinpractrcal. i;.¡iren t¡e tierv 1iictrjlrejlngIì_sb l)iction-
ary is coinplete, it r¡¡Íl-l- s according to tl:e puroos€ of
Í üs insii6lators: rri:rte rially su.itpleme ::t il::e ltì'"-iì]"D, f or
.the peri od 1050-14?b. It lvill add soru.e itlolle v,¡ords.

give ìnore ai:d earlíell qu.otations f or tìre woras in 'r,he

l["8"D. ¿.nd €irouir tire lvorc]s according to the tilree
principal- dial-ectical ciívisions e bhe l{o::iherir, t}re

j{iCrand ancl 'Lhe Sor-rthern, a fea'bure not use d in
+l^-. al ìr ñUII-IJ ll e jir ø Uâ
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. Part B

Unlike it s f oreruni:er the proposecì i{ev¡ ldicldl.e

trìnglish Ðictionary has already been conn€cted witi: tr,¡o

universities. Durin6r the eariy yeers of t,ire correctinçr

of iriaterial Professor Clark S. Norihu;::c of Cornet-I

llni¡.rersity lras Ecjilor-tn-charge " uncer his supervisi.on

sonle tv¡o hundred thousand slir:s v,r€r€ Eathered. The

r.q'orli was then transfe rred to the univer.sity of iiichi¡ran

and;olaced under the clirection of Professor sainuel l,foore.

the Slips colle cted di-lring Professor T'Torthupr s editor-
ship are no1¡ on file at Angell Ha_lI, Unirrersity of

i,[íchipian. In adc]itíon 1;]'Lere are also tabulatecl solre

four hundred thousand slins collecLed for the Oxford

Ðictionary. These slips e sotíl€ of v¡hich ','¡ere used.

for the l{ev,r English. Dictionary, represent t}:'e period

fron 1050-1475r 3.1-1c:l have been g:iven to tire UnÍv'ersity

of T,li ehigan b-' *1¡e ôv€nrÄ 'T)rcc.c 
^n nnr.å itiOn that thev¿ rs¿vrr¿f--s¡i wJ ulrv v/:Á vr u ¿ ! u.Ju 9 u¡r vv¿]v

proposed dictionary be conrpleted.

Through the generosity of the h.eirs of the late

Frof ess or Er',¡ald rì'liJerel of Stanf orci '[Jnivers 
Í. ty, a nti]-1i on

and a half siíps, €iethe red- under his insi¡urct j-ons, and

intendecl f or his greai Ckrancer T,exícoile are now in the
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hands of ihe L,Iidd.l-e -i.:Jn¡illsit )iciiorrary Coi,¡:iitieeg

l,4uch. of ihis naterial is not suitairle f or tlie pro-
posçd work as no definite references have been

cited, The slips harrÍ¡rg i11r-lstrative quotations ancl

defini'te refer€nc€s, hor.'¡ever, r,,li11 doubtless be äsed

+^ õ/rr,^ì.r.i-^^,^UV AIIVdIJUCLXCê

l-\rrt'i-,. +-^^ ,-l^ ^ ^F 
-rì-^^3^ lf^^--^lLrrr¿¡¡:: urr.ç absence of Professor 1rÍoore in recent

rnontils l,rie v¡ork h.as continued uncier iÌte guidance. of
?rofe,ssolt Sanf ord 3" i'í6ssþ, al so o:i tire University
of l,iichi.çran, Srofessor ï.,{oore has sÐent hÍs sal¡bati-
cal year in Ïurope l"¡itu'Lì:e spccial ¡:urpose of ois-
cussiir:l tlie rnakir:¿l of the lTer,y iliddl-e trn,r:lÍsh.i)iction-
ar¡f r.ri'bh Conti¡rental aird Eu¿ilish scl'l"oliìrrs " During

th-is tiine Professor ]leech and h.is coros of assistants

h:Lve Ðursured tryo general lines of i:¡orkÊ (l) oreparing

i;he Oxf ord slips f or use, - that is, triilriiing e starnping,
+ì'l .i,.,- -..-^ ^,lh-fil irro, 1...ac-m: lf \ ìì-flÊ- â.-r-." r ¡cqai.in{- j
.L rrrlr:- e elr(_ì Þ1.._ ,__.__t; \1,) ,Ðr€_oa]] 1,-:_ ___-]ve

i1 I l'ì r'j .r(7i-.Êni.1Ir ô-l' al I nrì ntcrl te;:tS Of liliddle Ënalish

l-^-^ \ ^.( 1050-f 475 ) This bi'bl:'.o5:raphy l¡ílI üra:.ie rially assist
in the future assignriienì,s 'Lo re adÊrs "
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Part C

Tne writer! s contrib';tion to th.e tn¿Lterial tnus

being collected necessitated tlie reaoing and close

study of tvo volune" (V and V11) of Trevisar s trans-

laticn of i.anulph äigclenf s!Polychronicoirr . From

tlLese tr'¡o volu:nes ìrave been sel ecteiÌ, under clef i-nite

instructions froiit Frof eSSor l',iioore e over two thousand

r,',¡ords' lach. worc'l has been r,'u.i:i'r;ten in iile uilp€ll ::igh-t-

hand corner of an inclex carcl thre e inches by f ive incÌres '

In the cese of a close iranslation fro¡r L¿rtin or }il::enchr

tire original Latin or Ïr"enclt ,.'¡orci e corresponding: to a

rare or diff icult lîn6rlisli- ,¡"¡orci, iras rErii;ten in pelrren*

ihesis after tl:e English vord " Th.en f ollowe cl the

qr-ro'i,ation containíng the worcl cited I Ïe Drocl.Llcing 'che

orig¡inal in all detail-s of si:elling ancl prcnunciat j- on "

-A"s f a,r as poSSi-Ole quotations f orr*ecl coinlrlete sentetlces '

ilnen any pa¡i of the sentence yr€ì.S oní'1,tecl u -i,his fac-L lifa5

ir:dicatecl by ttrree dots. In the l-oweL: right-hand corn€r

the exaci reference was noted so'bhai, tiie precise place

i:right be eaisrl;r loe¿'ried. The follori'rin¡: e>larnples';vil-l

il-tustrate tlte pl-an fol-lo','red in the corlpii-ation of the

tr¡¡o tnousancl one hunclred words 6¡lossed"
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Ifelynge

Àl-so in a. tyme Odo hís 1,ernple
i,vas unhe''le dr and e¿l tyne þãtpe helyng:e was irakynge of þeteilple he hel ed. it so i:¡Íþ his
bedes p1t Þ€re fil nou¡t- oon
drope of reyn in aI Þe pl-ace
abotltes*"o

Tre .¡. I{igd " VIl, 5

spak

lle sei¡r pai
i-cone aVen
spak in ¡ris

to hyin pat tra,s (*o)
in $o Scctland AÍdanus
inanei:e 3

T::ev" Ili.ed, Ve 459



Þ s ã s for þe bisshop preched in
Scottische ai:d pe kyng told forþ
¡¡ ÏlnøliSSClre +^ Lâ n¡:¡'ìa --.j:atG¡¡ trJ¡rt:rr ùrurr.u uv r" lJv-Lrru \r

it r+as to tneiryn¿re ,

Trev* l{igcì." Vu 455

But he þat was i-slaCe
of his doynp:e t þoruz
c'ìeide in pe in¡rcìdes of

^t^ ^ ^ 4

cheef banerer
r¡nnd r¡crnì,ît¡t,lgê

-/lê ¡l'r.r¡nÞr¡rr rlc "yu Lr¿JrlrlJ¡lf-ç g e c €

rnêrì1rrìÕê

Trev" I{igd. Vliu 93
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The slíp-s iiiere not alphabetizec), but v¡ere left in
ti'te order in i,vhÍch th.ey Þ¡ere taken.

ïn choosin€¡ the *orcl-s ancì quotations to record
on th.e car"cls it r¡¡as necessaïy to be ar in niind .bhat

al-] l'¡ords noted sh.ould be chosen uncler orre of tvo main
lLeadiners å (1) ttrose v¡orcls anc'r quotations to be taken
Ío:: neanings A (Z) ttrose r¡.rords and quotations to be

talren f or f orns "

under the fÍr"st headirr6¡ seven exa:npres of the kind
of vr¡ords recluirecr r,¡ere listed in the Ínstructions å e. g"

(r) -qlr sentences tli¿Lt ilir¡strare a v,¡ord and

nalce a 6ioocì quotatione any.bhing terse,
ne at s or vrí tty in iilu s trat Í oii of a r¡r¡ord r s

meaning: even thou6¡h it be a corfitron v¡ord_

e,go Vll, ? ,tÞou vyorste olde ïte,rre thy.soule
$is e goo late inolv; þou hast i-¡nade a pt ¿sç
fito a betre Þan pou were, rrþou arË a ieoun,
bnt nou7t of þe lynþe cf fndail Ve t6E.I

( Z ) é-11 corunents on words or statenen.bs about

them; i.€"s tlat a word, is old-fashionecl

or nev,¡-fan6iled ¡ er northern, courtlyu
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eountrif iecl etc. I There v,'êis a dearth of

sucli, coiiments Ín 'i:he volumes reacl )

/'- \*-l3)lxpressions like nake ¿L beliÌ , haeeli
v¡cd,es shaken e pie,g:es-ny_e_e anything

approachin¡r s1¿rngj, colloquiali-srä, or.

rhaf, is off ihe beaten traclca €"go

Ve 261","; perfore he took þJgl-.Lg

reed_e_ to sende f or þe Saxons,, , " Vl-l- e

253. In pis see ge þe -r,owne wal fi'l
do,,'¡ne as it \¡¡ere for-Lire nones ancì so

Þe eneûlyes corite fÍl ! " " ø

i
q

(+)i,reaniilgìsr sensese uses (

cr oiner) of v,¡ords that
r r øl¡.n nt-r.n l- l¡ - #uffÀrruv:rJ t uI L¿LJ4.v clIJ,utrÇtI

this perioci e € "9" Tré.1so

Grart:nti ca1

a.re rar:e r stran8:e

to be rare a,t

f uy're c orn€ out

of þe chynnes of i:e erþe çtat nry1h nouq-I

be quenched¡¡e,.. Vll, 475.
\ã
)Ear]-¡l exa.rrqole s of modern word s , e u B" V}l
l55 e rrBreperen I mervaílie rnoche Fat

1u 
deme so hastely øloure pope Pat hap
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lyvecl so pc-t I have litte out atl my pat*
T

'i n¡^n:¡a ì :rr 6 qollre pIo jlle!þ , tt å o s* &-:v¡rJ u :rr 
I

{0 )¿ wor"'d ih¿:t i¡¡¿r.s obsol e te or. obsole sceät at

iì,,e tii,ie 'che pie ce 1ïas r,':ri'¿teü e Late elç¿r.r:tples

of ol-cl r¡¡orc1s3 e"g' V 215, opan Pe'l¿go ,'.',¡oot

nevele what he rnaflll.eÞrr ooo Vll 239 oøôe

rfrirby l¡Íit þu unar,rare f:-qte vith Êo rleny
I

oroecl men? øøø

/ ^,\( ? I !;1-l- r'¿¡,ri¿r.ni spell J-n5is, wíl;Ïi en estirtate of

theír frequencJ¡. €j "8" fÌLe past lrarti ciple

of pto giire I occur,s spe 1l-ed si>l drff erent

vue¡rs, (r) giffen VlI r59; (z)cyrren Vll "r?r;
( g ) Gyf en \r1I e l-59 ' (4 ) 4oven 1,rl.I 

" l?L;
T

(n) ffeven Vll"'rPJ"" (e ) 4efeir VlI.12i"
t/

Under Lne second. heading-'the examples v€re sub-

diviCed t e o8o ( ") Llorpþ:1ol3-Lq.1- -{g.rrns " (b) &-":igl*"-
Eical Forms "

A" 'fhe LiorpÌ:.o1o¡ii carl lorlrs const:-ir-l'bectbffar the

g-re ater nu.l:''ire r of r"¡ords re qtti.red" Iþa lirgi--{e¡-i *e d

\ira,s tire inor'¿;:anic - e of sinSiular nouns anci sinltular

.rr¡:.n-¡r, n¡l icn+i --^- ôc. i n iìlc n¡-l.",ri tln'i-,ir¡c r-e1_1j c:-. j:ir¡e;J Ur U'lle CJUJ Lv u¿ V c.Ð I d,ù ill Uti.E l¡vli¿tlclu¿ V E)qvUuüGu!Y u)

^i -"'¡¡1 ''r V 193 I i¿anhnu.cilts t,ite abbot -book secularÈ¿IlbUJci,I CoÈ:e v Årù ¿slr¿¡¿r

clopirrg:e ancì a.þrte e , .' i VII. 145 " tr'or why he 1:arted,-
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e,nd disseve::ed a ricl.:e

h^r1-,ê f¡nrzr '[-,-i -ø t¡lv¡J¿f ç rr 9¡-, ¡-¡.¿r t ø I o

v,tietfi þat hadde lacide ar,íay a

/ ^\t.2) The nex'i; heqcii.njt ile ait*'!71th noLìns .e":lct__!ìS_ffS_I¿

Unde r ilie_ su! Ìre¿¿<iin€r ras, the extension of the

-es and - s plural ÊLnd genití-re sÍnguliir forms \rerc

r€qt; j-recl €,8" VIl 4.85, ÐBr¡t in his coiqfnge hornward

he took A'1 isauno-re Ì:isshrirp of Lyncot ne u and ilutte
hyrq rnto bondes oeê VIl 419 ,".g he for$ú .S

€ire "i.¡ol1 s penci ouRS r, . î ll t TÊ ol;li-re d nlu::a_ls anci

geniii"re sing:ul ars noi; e ndíng in es *s g e u gu

V 229, V, 5 rÏíetrnndlis seip (tnert) io a, t¡rrte

Traiani:s IT¿ìs i-lotr:e to hors for to wencje to a

l¡ataile f cr pe collou.-nl_e-r e " o " Vll" 169; pe broper

of seii'rt Olave oil pe ¡1gc+å*sidet eo"n
/\
I c J -required 

-n_ouns 
-belgililile t o the ,C "F." .núnr¡r

declensions Vll 405 ulan; V151 breperemt Vtl 4I?

ch il- Creil.,

| -\13) ifrtj ¿rdjecr;ivqå

are l-ísteci 
"

(a) Êt¡lnng- t. Torms v¡í1;1: dis.i;inctive

eâ srÉ: err ,l'i irø i rr i'r¡ snlrl i z.r= - f erni rl.i rre - ç,rtà\Jç::r¡iv I ] çr¡ru

rre uier, 6.enitive a-nd c'ìa-tive sir:6iular ancl

¡:enitive plural e,g:. V 97 of scharp ,,vitte

and of strange rranered,
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2* Forrns vrith cese endings lev'elled e . S"

Vlr 195 ilI fol-wer of evel craft, ".rr
/i \l,?,¡ l$iak , 1* enclírrg ,n-*rrî* Ur, 351 pe

fifterlpe cìa.y' of h{ay. 2" Singu'l ar

foräis rvitÌr and v¡ithout finai eof

nor.rosyllabic aôjectÍr.¡es endirrg in a

consonant eo8" '$. 22T seiate foot
piirk-g and tvvelf f oot þi 4" ' " !7

(e ) Ulllant corr;oarat j.t'es and superleil;ive

€ 'B " V ?9 ' r Phe lip pe S,ÀÉCgq had de

i-sente his nohl-e knÏTt Decitis 1n * *

Vlt 423" tDis F.obert v'¡as ky.ne- '",'iiiliart
pe Conqueror his e1.4est sonele'.*

( ¿ ) Under the f onrth headírip: are li sted pÐorlot?trs ¡

espeicall-y those corresponcìin6: to she, they ¡ their s

theni, e'8. VlIr2? sch.e, h€, he o V 35(footnote) i

V 367 Þei, he (footnote) Þey V 3OI hy (footnote)

V 105, here \r 221- lr.er 6 V 227 lteÍil'

í s) the fiftlr division idconcerned rvitir. verbs

(æ) Prese4'Û 1" T.lr.e secorid singul4'l¡ iniìiqa.SitL9, ¡

forrrts i,¡ith i:iutaiion euS, [iesi; with. stern vowel frorri

riv'et sinr,'ulnî ¿lnd plural ii:rdicative e"S" helgqs-!. â¿ ¿r u \¡ u¿¡it.¡HÉl4r

il¡ith, s¡rhcopatÍon and assini'ì atian r e '€.' bintst å
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xïith. - es endiTlg eo8, 'niniles"

2o Third- sin6iular iinoicatíve

folotlep in pe storiÊ!"u,fV
V 41" &isebilrs in hi-" storie

€.9, vIl
151o u * AS

t ellÍþ"
Y L27"."i

îÞan it
lrro\{reÞ

ñ¿9

i'iie

3" ïndicaiive plu.rel e €"9" -i * - -+ 1^-'l-^i -l'l arll PiJ.U ud.,u¿;L¿-l-JV

lYe beep stren€,jer) "-.
4o Present ira.-rtieí¡1ê €"â, V1 I 95o,.p \¡¡hile he

.:: "-'--:-í==--*". -:-J.- --:

p€ south. rlÌ¿irche, Ê1qy4-99 pe maless rgsq{J.f,4flg

-t\'l-5u (*) l{f¿_i_g¿ff¡1çå V S in e. -uyr}€ Traianus

to hors f or to werrcle io a batailen "'
(¡) .€fSf-gq'q- i¡,dicative lst sÍ¡l8}l-ar -e "S. rr I schal do pe

ri¿rli-t,ì1 , quod I)e €lnl.lef'oL1r r rr ',vhan I corlle a?en"tl

l r. \ Slrlr illirnt i'i¡e sri np'i: l ar and rr'l lrr¡r.l of rlieak Verbs\ u / uqvdulru (r¿v v u¿r_1!:-v-_s clas s

'1 1 -,h^ irrrra .. lien ClaS 1nLL aL)w vJjr! uf

(¡) Gerund-e eoB'to donerdon.

( C ) .ËLrq¡re_ *'rre!eq¿!S€_, J-Ðþ-g.lgle-Êj

1. Especierlly those f orms i'vÍth analo6tical

stem vo\n¡els as past p1ura1 e'8" cropen

for crupen (stern vo\''¡eIs frorrr par:i l)erìriciplQ

anil those sholring: grariulatical cìrang:e or the

loss of it e"8" past pluraI coren from

cltesen VlL25 drof , V11' 40? fon6i, l.rll 4A7

hil-de \r11.411. spak Vlt 5 coilt.
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2" 1¡7eak f or.¡s substituteC f or strong as; in-
dicatrve plurar- e ns. chesed f or coren, chosen.

. 5. Fast f crns of unlant-1rre sents oí rí,Jeak class 1.

VlL, 4P.? was lyteI yto1d,

il) All f oriits of prete rit,ive present anci ano¡nolous verbs "

Ve 455 moste V" 5 dorste V" Z,l durste V" Z dede V. I5I
sch.ul de Y" 253 are Vll. b beep VII lb? bep V,b wolde

Vlf 403 þoop Vl-l " 407 wfte,
,fith regard to rrrorph.olop_icat forms f_t is +pppft-epj

to note the var'iant fornis lyere noted,
/ *\lBl Phonol-ogical_ Ïorrns "

1u Amon6r tbsse v'¡hÍch. afford eviclences of dialect
ertis ar€ the ref ore esll€cieLl lJ¡ iirtportant r all
forrns of stems with. O,E" , AE, A€r €.g, Vll¡
I palJ-e 0E Paell Vll Atg heer 0E Haerj e
plus nasal e ,$. VIt 481, hond O"E. hand Vl-l

trTecune ¡ 0E v'¡anut.

Ui:rlanted a plr-is nasal v¡hanute (Vff , 4bl)

Á. plus lcì(or other consonants causing breaking)

V11, 405 , alle V11- 447 hard "

Y, f e.gs V1l 443e synne C,Eo s$11t1"

-ilo, fip €,8" Vll 4Og preoste C"E. preost,

VI1e 11 tree¿jL gS treo.

At e,8u VlI ¿,25 tar.pir 0"8. tapurn
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Oe e .ß. Vl-l, 5, posties, 08" Á.posto1"

rfun].ant of e&s e&s iou iou

VlIe 203 , 7e riìe e V, 21 hYringe
I

Ea, Vl-f 413 greet

0 between labi¿Lls and L or Rc e'8" Vl1 46?

f orf acjres, Vtl" 483 , r,Yorld.

2"lrrnong irr'tonolog:ical forms not sLìre eviiìerrces

of diale ct , d ouble st e¡n vowe ls , ancl d oubl-e

consonanis af ter steilt vovre ls €. €j"

Vll 46õ boot s Vl} 4S5 cal}e e V¿l- 9 paile

Vll 343 lool<, Vll tooke VII 46! ne€se e

' VlI 81 Ii'] a¡,L,es , V 455 cross€s V2l-5 v¡oot

S.EspeciaIl-y all corìmen1;Ê on or sia-teriients

about pronunciatione a,nd all puns; all

rhyäres ttrat il-lustrate pronunciation ' the

More a,trocious the rhyïe the itore valuable

it ntay be philo'] ogically" (As the volttnes

read lreïe a pros€ translation of hÍstory' tiie re
\

is a laclc of tlle above e;cautplesJ"

In aCdition'bo tir.e ¿ubove instn;ctions ¿i Iist of

ciialect test word lvas sent to each. re¿r,der" .å large per"

cei:'bage oí tiie on€ Lrunclrecl arr<i ei¿lh-r,y r"¡ords in this I ist

V,¡aS founcl in r¡olumes five and seven e.g: afte rt -bloodo

brigge, cherler co1d, delenr elde, est, îaÒer, fxeendo
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gil-t e gre €i, l,reven, honcl, e lenfie r, lore " trrån e tJl-ore ,

nai: €, pit¡ sad, se;vene slepen, theef, i;oldee $rarter,

vepen, trolcle, yelien, ?even
lis the v¡ork proeìressecì it r¡r¡as founcl aclvisabl_e to

'make some record of the v.¡ords used" ih.e þaÊes of

a note book vrer€ alpha'betized and every virord chosen

Iisted vrth the exact reference, This pro'"'ed. valr¡able

in the prever:'Lion of repetition and Trlay later be useo

as a €rloss¿ìry" The variai't speì__t- j.n6is of words ',,rer€

thus easilr¡ noted,

T?re v¡orlc as cle scribed a,.bove has been done under tlie

superrrision of Frofessor A" J" Perrye head of th.e De-

parttlent of Inglish of tl,€ University of ilaniioba. Two

'ch*ous¿:-nd on€ hundreiì carcis conpiJ-ed accordiü6r to the

above rules e are ncv rea.dy to be se n-b çith Prof e ssor

Fer'ry I s approval to the Universi'i;¡r of l'[ichis.^an " TIe,

'¡¡ho h¿;ve hacr tl.ie privil-ege of cìoiirti iÌris ri'¡orkr r€jjoice

in tlle fact that our cwn University' is Ìravinp- soiile share
¡l

MidcLLs-
1rl ti,.i¡. nñmì'ì'i iatiOn Of the ffcrr 1lnff'l i cl' î\í ^{-i'^'^^**'¿11 Ur.'.ç VV¡:Ly¿¿GUrUIf U¿ 9rrç J\ÇÌl^LrtÈ:,I¿iJrl !¿U UJLJr¿G¿J o
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.ås has been nentione d above i;he rvriter!s coirtrí-
j:u.'cion to tl::,e iitaterial ireing accu:riulate d by th.e

ii{odern lan6i-ra6ie.{ssociation of Ê:nerica fcr the ltiew

ì" ialdte English .Dictionary entail.ed ttie .r:e ac1in5.l of

two volui:res oÍ,John de Trevisers transl¿r,_r,iolr of

TTi o'¡lelri q !Þn]r¡n'n-r.nni ennl ^ Thc: Ììrirllôsic ilr i'r-a-clinøflrluu¡¡ Ù ! vår'v vr!¿ v¡¡¿uv¡¡

liIes -¿l:e ¡':lossiti¡:: of v¡ords * ve b¿;ve been, ';ìterefo.f€e

chie fly concerne d r'¡itit the vocabulary forns of tile

lex-t e rati:er than ttíth tlne content " 3ef ore jlro-

cesdin¡r to trote some of ihe olrtsianctin¡t cirarac-ber-

istics of' Trerrisa¡ i;lle translator, a few reütarks

abo-r-rt hiin¡ his author¡ a.i1d'Lne various ii'i'S"S" and

editions na)r prove of interest"
ì1,/e know very little of 't,ile Þe rsonal history of

lìanulph i{igden, excep.l, 'l;ilat ire vùas à Seneoiciine

i-'[oük of gt' "'ferburgis a'bbe¡' in ch'esber' virho cliecl

at an aclvance d à8e t havin¿'¡ coilpJ-ei;ed tbe Polir-

chronicon or Universal I{isiory, this work, coi'tpil-ed



- 50-

frotir i1ìånv sôìrr.eFs^ \*I;:q tj're i,toSi colrfplete of '¿i':l e

lri nr'l u '') 'ùo daf,e " Êì'ìl)ra,cin.q t-t'^ hi s i'.rri''ir nf 'che i-tof Id*_i_, ua uv I v.t.rrJr au r¡¡a-

fro¡n the Creation down to l:tieclen! s ol¡trn tiine " lfore

than a hundred ii{. S.,S ' of it are extailt, T\'ro irans*

l-aiions 17elr€ i:iade in En¡iIish Ðr'os€ e on€ in the

f ifteenth" century and John cle TrevisÐ,r su

The re i s rtuch cìi sagre e:le ni eilion[ì scholars re¡¡t-.rd-

ing ilr. ei)"r .-y life of Trevisa. I\io recorcls h.ave up

io the present corte .¡o ha,nd to establish ìleyond doubt

the exact place and date of Ìris birth" Sir Sidnel'

le e in Ll-re tDictíonary of i'lational Biograi:hyt l ' gives

Crocadon as the place arid i;?¡e year L32B as the date'

I'roin "bhe same sollrce ïTe le arn 'chat our translator was

a fellovr of Exeter Co}legeg Oxford from L362 to L369e

and l-ater a fellorr¡ of 'liueent s College ¡ Oxf ord-' In

13?9, vrith tire Provost and a nurdrer of otir.ers, he Y/as

expel_leci by' the A:rchbisiiop of York for unworthiness.

son,e ti:ne prerrious -Lo I3B? Trevisa had entered the

seri¡ice of Tleoinas s f ou.rth baron of Berkele¡t" Trevisa

I , Di ct i onary of i{at i onal- Bi ogra;ohy

lXdiîred by Sir Sidney Lee ' T,oncìon,

Si:ri'i:itc E]-der 3r Co. ¡ 15 'iiaierloo Pla'ce e

1909, Vol" l{lxs P 1139



Éa

v,¡as e siablishe cl at Serliel-ey f or a nurnber of ir6¿¡5

l.¡here he Served as cl-rapl ain a.lrci vicar, ÏI€re he d.ied

in L4I2¡ aild is said io lie in i'ir'e chaircel- of the

chL.¡rch thçre "
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Þqr* l¡\
\v/

\.'Te are þartÍcur arl;ü interesied inTrev.ísar s re-
lati ons wiih t krí s lo.¡:cie E sire Thomas, t as Í b Ís due

to i,his relationsirip that our autiaor busied irímseIf

with th.e translation of bire tPolychronicont and other

latin r¡¡orks, In spÍte of ihe fact that lrevisars
sch.olarsìrip is frequentlr-y faul'b¡', Ìris ryorl: in rende r-
in¡; i nJ-.n -ríi rìdl ¿- ]lng]'i e."n {'.-V'¡c 'ì a-r,,rl'trrrr -rri c*¡y1¡ nf 'ni q¿j¡f,\ !¡¡UV trf,!vu!U J¿i<¿!Ð11 UIIç !ç1l4Uf,fJ Il-IÐUWrJ VJ lItrU

a-,.c¡tê^êec^-,- i g iitOSt ValUabl ê ¡1.sì i i, c'irres US Olle Ofy¿ vvvvvuvv: u au E:¿ v uu

ti:re fer,,¡ sÞecinens stÍ11 in existence of the earli€st
pÍe ces of Englislr i:rose " Tn it ar"e contained irnny

Tare v¡ords ¿r:ci curious ex1lressions tl:at r¡il-I be g1adly

r,¡e icoued by Professor ii{oore and his col}egu€s ' 0n

page three hundred and fift;v' 1,rvo of volume eight of

i?re Polychronicon r¿'¿e ìrave Trevisa ! s or¡rn testinon¡r

resardin€i the coapletÍon of ihis gr€at taski

, nGod be þenked of al ltis n€dess Pis trairslacioun is

i-encied in a Þorsdayu Þe eyTteþe day of Averyl, Pe

4€re of oure lord a Powsand f,re hondre foure score
I

and ,sevene e Pe tenÞe 4ere of kyng Richa.rd D€ secounde
t"

afte r Þe conquest of Engelonde p€ qete of :iiy lordes-f'I

aEê s s:ire Th.oina.s (forcle) of Berkeley t pat nrade 'le
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inake pis translacioi-rnrfyve and thrytt¡¡, nr

2, *ülrevisa a] so vmóie å 1e tÄ Dialogue on Trans-

lation betveen a Lord and a Clerkt e rvl-rich ire conrposed as

an Íntrocluction to ihe rPolychroniconr t ¿¡.nd i¡ririch*iir.inted
.t

'l--- 
^ ^--¿ ^.^ ôtJJ \¡d^Ãr¡ur.re (,e ,4" tr¿insl-atioir of Sartholone# de Glanville,

f De Froprietatibus Rerurrtr , ø ø ø 3. Translation of a ser-

rion b¡r R.ich.ard FitzR.alrch against the ¡rendicant friars
(St' Johnts College, Catrbriclge, lr1"S, H"I.; Äddit lui.,S"

2/+L94e ancl l-Iarleian, 1900). 4 îThe Eegyrrning of i:,1:e

i'{orlde aird tire Revrraes betwixe of l¡olkis and -tne ende

of f,iorldesrg a iransl-ation of a spurious tract of
ì;^Àl^^¡i.-^ lt¡^--t ^i --^ ri ñ a^^^\ /f ñ-- -^-.i.rcUuuur(.{Þ ir:.a"f1€ian ii"S' 1900). (Frofessor Perry ín

the introcluction to ìri s rvork disaErees with. Sir
Sidney' Lee re Trevisar s tre¿nslation of tne above, s .3

Ìi,li¡ r,nnn'l r:qi nrr that TreViSa did not translate this ,,orkttLJ v v¡¡v ¡u rJ ¿ v¡r

is based upon his i:rethod of translation and ilis arranÉre-

ment of r'¡o.rcl s in t,he sent encerr ) '

Babing:ton, C, and Lurnby, J,R. IJigdenrs

?olychroiricon (norrs Series) I vols '
london 1865. VoI" V111' P" 352"

lee¡ Sir Sidney. 0p" cit" P. 1I39

Perryr -4." Ju Op" cit' tXll"

l-r

luo



5" Vegetius rDe re }.[ilitarir ; a t:rat:slation of this
irvorlc made for thorns, lord Berkeley, in 1408 is in

Iigby ,-Ì..S, 233 in the Bodleian Librarf , and is pro*
'lrolr'l rr 'lrrr îrcrrig¿. 6 " LEgÍcliUS l De Regiiline PrinCi-

î - +-"'^^lation contained in ÐiEbv i,I.So 233 andiJUrirg d. UISllÈIAU:Ufl UUrJUãIJ-- -- --Ç-ú

rÊasonaìcl¡r ascribed io Trevísa. 7 " Á. translation of

l\licodei'm.rs de Passione ChrÍsti, Ádditional .iv.l,S. 161-65

ai; Frriiish l.{useuio; lvriiten like oi}rer translati ons e

at the reque st of trord Be rkeley' lJr " }jç"Èair¡Ëcon

ascribes to Trevisa the tr¿;nslation of t?:c rDialogus

i-nter ldilitem et Clericum de potestate ecclesj-as'cica

et civileg ". " Trevisa is also c::edited by Cax'Loh

rvi''ch a translation of the 3ible" Ärchbiship Ussher

quotes a genealogy of King David of Scotland aË by

?rofessor Perry also notes amoilg ihe

rOriginal- ';',Iritingst of Trevisa a nunber of poems' r'

the rlost ínportant of the translations of Trevisa

-i - 1^^,,,¡rr^* -fln2. ì-. l.rc irr.escrr t oU1.rf oS€. rThe POlyChf Oi:iCGn'IijS !Iu\jl{:rVEI I IUr urr.v rv¡vÈwtru

The populari'b¡r of this v¡orlç is evidenced by the number

of rnanuscripts stif1 ext¿¿n'ü"a 5'

1o Perrye Á."J.0P"cit,. GEll"

2n Lee r tiir Sidney u Op " Cit " F" 1159

3' FerrY, A"J, OP. 0it' lxlll '
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rr0ctton TiberÍus 1)" Vl-l9 llar:le ian 1900 å Brit " I{us u

i{dditíonal ?4L94; St" Johnts Collee-es Ca.rril:eidgeu

i{, T. ; Surleigh I{onse; C}rethalrr s College libraryu
i,ianchester; Storve 65 in Britisn LfusÊLrllln In

adclition i;þ oiLrers have been rneirtionedË (f ) that

ín the }lunterian iÃuseum, Univer-sity of Glasgolre. u ø

À ^\02) another i.:"S. attri.buted to lrevisa is in Tri¡1it¡'

Co1le¿ie, 1)ubliir" {r

In addition to the a'bove rleniioned j',I"S.S" ihere

are four printed ediüions of the Polychronicon"

Tr e first of these 1'vas prinied by Ca:;ton in L482.

In thÍs editÍon the pr-li:tisirer toolc tile liilert¡' of

a.1 '¡,crin¿r TrevisaIs EnElisir as r,¡ill be scen fron the

readin¡¡ of his prohei:te' In L/+95 :;.rynkyn de ,'/orde

ì:r'or-lgtht outi þir: e dÍtion, a re-irnpressÍon of rrhrch

ïIas published by leter Treveris in I52'l ' The F.olls

Serie s t:Jas completecl ]886 "

th.e text used'by th.e r;'¡riier is that kr¡orrn ¿l,s ti:e

Roll_s se ries, The nine volu::tes colllposing this series

ïepresent .bhe joint labors of chur:chil-l Babington

and i'",R . lunrby ¡ volu.r¡re s one anci iv'¡o be íng th e ir,¡orh of

-ì;l:e f or:irre;r' and volunies ti'lree to nÍne tira'¿ ofl the lattar'

ItTlre editors ;orint th.e ii.'i"s, in st, Johnrs col-1ege,

canb" I{,I. , anc col}ate vit?r it ca;etonr s edii,ion and l[,so

.q.dd, 24Lg4. Beg:inning l¿iile 1'/o1u lfr t'hey inake 5oÏ1€ use
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in col-l:Ltion of ]í.S"S. Harl, 1900 and Cotton Tib. I"
Vl 1" ".u Sabington and luinby, in addition io tile Laiiu
texi rpLriirt a f ifte enth centur¡r jü,S" , viz" ¡Iar1 . 226L,

ït is different íroirr tire iransla'i,ion of lrevisa, :r.'rrd con-

iinues t;re h.istory to 1401"1r I,
ïn t]:e Rolls ,Serie s the Lat:ln of i{igden is ¿iiven

verba'bi::¡L on ihe l-e ft-ha¡:d pages e v,¡hi] e be low the t::ans-

lation of 1'revisa on bhe ri5iìrt-iran(, prr-ges is printed

the version of an anon)mr.olls fífteeniir-ceilLury,.'¡ri'ber"

Tì:is arranEeiirent is an ideai ome ¡ ,-ie r:rii-[tiir6i r¡itÌl a

ulininuni of effort a com(larison of Trevisais trl-ns-

Iat i oir vi'bir th e or iginal- .

1" Perry, å. J" 0p ' c ii " P" i.X-ütlr.
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Part D

Trevisa as a translator is 6:ene::a11y strict and

literal ¡ althot-rpih occasíorrally he misconceived lligdents

latin ancì nade sorre rather humorous mistal<es" At

times be seerls to have been puzzLed by the Latini-ty of

I{igdenr v¡hich is, horvetrere g-:en€rally excep'cionally gooci

iior tbe a€ie in i¡rhich it r'.¡as written" l;is chief concern

1¡ras i,o be unoerstood" In his elristle to lord Thornas

nf Rcrl:c'l err nn tÌ,e tr¿insl ¿t'LiOn Of ti¿e FOlychrOrricOn,

he saysc qFor travell lvil-l ï not spare cornfort I lr.ave j.n

mede ful1 :lakeín¡r ancl pl esinge to Gocl, anil in kno'.'rinE:

th.at ï wote tirat it is your v¡iIls f or to nalce this

translaiion clere ancl plaine, to be knoi¡¡n and nnder-

standyn. In Sonìe place I shal-l -qet vtord for v,¡orcì and

aciiffe for actiffe and pessifê for passífe arowe righ.t

as it standeth withoui changing:e tÌre ordre of v,¡ordso .

But in Sorte places I must chang'e tl.le order of vrorcis aild

set actiffe f or passif e and aîen v'rord. -A.nd in sorlle

places I inust set a reason f or a v¡ords e"nd tell vrhat

it rueanetb-9 But for a}l sucn cbang:íng the nean|ng; sltall

s'Lancl e,.ilci not be changied ' lrI

1" TerrY, /'" J' OP' cit" P lCÐ(lV'
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ilhie coircern of Trevisar s to be understood accounts

for the outstaLndin¡.' charac'beristic of 1:is siyle, i,e"
vc'n'lr^aiår¡ fþie nrn] ir.ì#r¡ ¡li¡n]-.t¡c i+^vÇ:vLrÐ¿uJo v¿È¡rráJù ¿u,-eif Chiefly

in tivo r,VayS,

1* The use of doubl-e:ts - that ir-i the transl-ation

on one latin r'¡orcl by tv¡o or iûore; Tngtish words"

2" Eëpq._nsjoq - tkrat is enlalj€iing upon the orÍg'ínal

erCdingl much not founcì in iligden to exnlain a
phras€ or idea" "o'fe sh¿rll note a ferr exan4rles

shoviing'ihis distinguishirtg: trait"

Ðoublets:

Vo]-, Vs P 10' I,. ad rd¡randum - for to serche

:,'nÃ êrìar ttÊ?rê ^

Vol" Ve P 60. tr" elet€llllinaret- he '¡¡ol-de destrogre

enO chase "

Vol. Ve P ll-4" I," strenue agente- dede nobeliche,

end ba,re hym stalworpiliche er.rrd myztil ich.e.

VoL. V, P' 210 I," virtutibus - of vertlts and of

gooiìnes"

Vot" Ve P 386 L' fecer¿ii - h.e haclde i-seie a.nd i-

cl oo"

Vol" Vll, F L2 L. le-eta- cle er artcl likynge"

Vo1.' Ull-r T 64 L" dis;cretus - l"ise a,ncl redy'
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VoL. Vll, F" 128 , l" victu¿rlia - rilete aircl

VJUCI¿IIçÐ€

Vo1. Vll-e F, 150 e ]," praecìones - robbours a¿i'td

bri5iante s,

Vol" Vl] s P" 430s L. simul_ationis - gile ¿,,nd

stryf "

Expansi ons e

Vo1. Ve P, L4" Ï,. i{ic i:rul-ias leges ediciit;
glor:iae t¿Lnen Traja-r,ni in¡¡icl j-t = þis m¿r.de

m€ny lal¿es; 'but he badde greet eir¡¡ie to Þe

noble loos of Traianus"

Vol. Ve P. 130. I." Ex tune ecclesia P.omana

quanto plr-is coepit critari pl"us incie saecularis

aCepia sollicitudjiris et subjectionis qua.ät

spiritualis devotionisr plus exterioris
assecuta pompositatis quaJTr inierioris ut

cre ditur felj-citatis = Ï'rom 1:at tyne forptre',rd

(lor ) (lycaus e of the gret ) pe r j-che sse þat þe

chirche of R.orne h.aclde LLe 1'¿as i-rlacie Þe ]]ì.ore

(seculer: e,nd haciiì€ more secular (i:ysynesse )

þan spirituel devociolirÌe and rnore boost wip

outward pan holynesse vriþ ynnee as rte trovrep"
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Vol" V, T" 26Q" l* ,Omnis naï¿cjue ter:ra fere
quae trans oceanLlrn tsritannicum sub septen-

trionalí exe jacet, quia tot horlines gignit,
Germani.a vocatur- ,l,Iel nygh al ¡le lond Þat
l-yeth norpv,relrd over Þe se€ occean of Bret-
ayne j.s Í-cleped Ge rnLaniae fc_rr it bryngep

forþ so r:roche fol-k, Gerne,nia (corneF) of

Gerninare Þã.t is, for to i:ur6ie ¿:i'id bring:e

f orp.

Vol' Vll-e P" 32, Lu"" nart visa est in
f irne"nenio stella come ta- o e e G f or in
welcon y,¡a,s i-seíe stel-Ia cornatar þar,'f i
r ct Ê:T't1 ê :::i tl ..r bf i4t ShynynE:e Cf e St.

the above exarnples will- suf.fice to sholv hor,'r Trevisa

inade u"se of cioublets and elrpansions in bis transla¡ti on "

:Lnotner ir:r'¿eresting stucly in connection vith tìre

style of our author has been the notiii¿r of t,.,e a,rr¿;nge-

m.ents of vrords in the sentences " r\gain a fe'iv exanrples

wílI serve io shov,¡ lrevisa I s trrocedure in thís connection"

I' Postion of t?rq suì:j_ect- Trer¡ísa very rarely

va::ies fron the general rule of' having: the

crrlr i caf nr.cnodC the Verb " fn the f if st

hundred pa6es of volume Vll- tire subject

þe

Se
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follows its verb in L'ne foltol,rÍng: inst¿incese

P. 3s Á.boute þat tyrne d.eicle Odo; P" 5e þerof
is 4it coi,tynual strif bytviene irei:r; P, 5e

I
(f or in aI fnglond ) l?as no nlan þat hym dorste

wipstorrde ; P, 11u tr'or s o schrl-tie be no d.is*

cord 3 P. 11, unneÞe so lvas eiry d istemperJ¡nge

of eder; F. Llc "fft* Þat tyme in Gascoyne

vras iì" vrorùlr¿Ln departed; P. 23u N,af he feeldesg
I

P" 29, quoth sche t P' 55, Ì:u t 4it cesecì nouçt
tl

Þe herte s of unskilful rnen6 P, 55, þer:fore

rqas i-ilacie a counsai j e; P" 35 u Þere se'ùen

i r.¡ ç.n hi dø hn'^.-us Þe sena'Lour€s; P" 39, aboute
!

þi.'L tyme was lrulbertr:s iri his flo#s; p' 43u

þe re corle eL peole; P. 5? , but 4ít cesecl nouçt'
l/

Þ€ harne; P" 5'l , conle up oÞçr eneÍÐres; p" 73,'ì-
of þa,t hap is v€rs Í-ru.deg p" 75s in þe oþer

side stoocl a 4on5re1yn6re; F. ?9, o.uod þe off icer;
í

P, 79 , Þann€ c onrna.nd ecl he hi s bocly; P" 81 , to

srhon corl af ter B.oberL h.i s son€; F' 81r in '¡'¡hos

tyme conle a reliEiot-ts pil-gri¡ae;

2, Fositiozr of tLle obj e ct ' As in .i;h'e ce?se of

the posi'uion of the subject Trevisa usually

follou¡s the general rule" nxceptions to this
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found in volune Vl] ¡ pa-p,l€s 101-201 ar€:

P. l1I, and oF€r g:eniil i:ien he drove or-rt;

F" 139 e alle Þe tiovernaunc€ or his re:rte

coïùrrJ¡tted he to pe counseil of his modir;

P, l.93, ÞC.s bÍsshopriche f orsoþe ÞLls ooneci r, tiritlL

Þre tor¡¡ne s of his, he hel-d€ long,. 
"

õ" Posã,tioJ -of tÌ:e A.diectiv.S" Ïn th.e case

of a sirrgle ad j ectíve, Ít almost inr¡arialcly

preced-es' In th.e case of É.-å adclitional mocli-

fiers Trevisa does not al-ways adhere to the

old rul-e e on€ bef ore t¡e nouvr and on€ a-fter'

T1're fo11o,¡rin¿i e>:amllles -øi',l1 serve io il-lustrate

bis usage a

Ve P, 'l e on a i¡¡ilde horset V, l81e þis I'ras

g;entil ano coulta-ysg V, zAL, ilaxinilis \'¡as a'

noble utan and a stalworthe; V e 203 e afld had

weäer ha::cl and sioriLres; Ve 34L? h.e v'ras faire t

^l--1,',^rtr¡^ -rrrì I =r.o.c ¡r'ri ffe Of 4ífteS;Þ uo!!?ua ul¡ç 9 Grru lqr er! c!¡rrr . 
,

V" 35'1 , þÉ l¡¡orlde vryde; V" 449, hye l¡reyes! o o u.T

4^ Fosi'cicn of the ¡idverb' The arlvei:b is

almost alwa.ys placed afterbhe verJ:" Very

nf i.cn t.vte ohi ent sr^nara.f,es it fr:oln the Verb"v+ uç¿j u¡-(þ vuduvu

e . 8, Vu 2 ' de d e noþing 1'.rrongful l-Íeh-e ã
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V" Li , lsrouft"e byrrt. by' tLryTie prive liche c

V. 2'7. Þat "*"þU nevere; V" 91, offrede

sacrifice besil iche; V. 207 he 7aî nevete

batailleg V}le 7, "i",lhat I ?rave longe d.e-

síred irolr T have i r'¡11r 5Ç) , enei:tyes iLqirT+.e

goo frei-i.che fifty rnyle; Vlle 159 sodenrY

he fil- dcun; Vll- s 2?)g r:Ðr?te ner/ere se j.eu ' "I

5 " Othe {-ggcu-l¿*f ilte_p_:_

rrÎre'¡isa d.id llost of his ¡,vorlc as a translator

';¡hite Vicar of Berkeley, Glouce stershíre , during the last

iral-f of ihe I'ou"rte entir cenl,ury' ITiq languagte is the re-

f ore 'ifes'i; Southern' ?ì l Exarrrples of some of Ll-te

South.ern characteristics noted lvhile readi-ng are;

(f ) plu.ral p::esent indicative al-1 persons

-eth" e'ge Vll 3O? pe{ etep; V" 125 we beeþ""

1o\ oi rr¡:r"t qF Ðresent ind.icative -e-est*eth(th) Ê "g.É\,4) ù¿rJLËuJ4r .L

V' 59, I hol.de e V" "7 ? þot disservesti V'? ' he

bereth' " '
lz\ r^pì-.orrf-inrr of the inflections -eder -edeste
\¿l .Lvuu¡¡

*ede in t.h.e singular ancl -en iil the ¡rlural of'

.f he r:reteri.be indicative of reguS-ar verìrs ê e$3

1u Perr¡rp Ä.J" 0p, cit' CICO{11-I-"
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Vll-, 39, ï drede; V' 5e h.e nedecleg Vll-, Pey

Þ€y doon þe contrarieo o e

(¿.\ ref.erï.i nrr of final -en in tjie i1íini'¡ir¡e\ -j / ¿ v uvrr

€ " S. V. 5 e to greve ' V. LL'l woic'le rlou?t

fonge \fll, 1B3r .Ðat couthe nouzt mysusêo ø o

(¡)Use of schal and schulde e.gå V"5e schal

cloo r Vg 7 s as he schulde s Vll-, I " he schul cre

deie ã Vlt 423 sch¿rl- lle 
"

( o )netenti on of - ¡¡ y or r i in past ;oarticiple
€"gi' Vu 3e y:g.:ete; V" 91, y*voned; V" 23?

y-gete ; V" 35 u i-hurt; VIl L25 , Í -h.erde

Vll 245, Í-slane; Vlt Í-leite'
I ?lRpnresenta,tion of íinal -en of past parti-
\ , / 4LUy¿

ciple by c ¡ V" 19 , i*wriie; V" 51, i-'celre t

V. L'l3 e i *lette ;V1l.;9? , i-;oaide ; Vll e 2Og ,

i-seicieå Vlle 35L, i-seiei Vll i*founde;

Vl-l- ' 49? i-f ore '
(a )rniinítir¡ies in -ie or y , eg: V. 65 , f or

to burie 6 V" 233 ' f or to v'rerrY"

(O)Plura1 nouns in *en. V1Ie L53, bre¡rereng

V, tr$, children, Vllu 11 treen'

(fO)Use of rme! as an indefinite pronoun cor*
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responding io -uhe Frei:ch l oril eg" V, L3, me

prayeÞ; V11, 2i1, rr-e rtay s€e; V, L36e üte

seiP

( f f )üse of tfie co:npound vol,"rels eàs eo s ie , u€ o

e"S. Ve 451 rreaweg VII , 561- eorler V1le 45

eCIrpeg Vll,35, giestes$ Vll 38?s þries;
VIl 35, querel; V" 2L5t pease Vll 105,

híeste g V" 9? , conslretude i V" L23 e eatne;

Vl]- 2?,3, dueLt V. 125 deol"

(rZ)use of rv t f or ! f î eg ã V. 343 vaòterg

vor'e Vlle 2596 V. 4?^7 vewt V" 3'1 vaste'

V' 3?3 veyü.

(rg) U'se of ji€rsonal prorroun ich.
(ra) Use of tchß f'or northern rkr: V. g, chúrcìre"

(rs) Use of rul for lforthern tir r V' 7'l , put'

fn adclition to ihe characterístics ¿þe1rs 1o,rs also note

soÍìe thai are pecul-iar to Trevísals 01'!'1'1 style as a prose

vrriter a

(f ) IIe is f ond of usine: alliteration e "8; 3. 5 e

pere cone a v,rycìevre v,repyngei V" 85, pe seren slepers bgr-

€ionne to slepeg V" 37'T " *' and VlIu 89, lzily' and vrittye

sof te of speclre ' e eschârp€ of' konnynge e sof te a,nd Swete of

s,oeckre "

( e)freviÊa apparen-r,Iy believed in transl-ating
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th.e latin lEords v¡ith En¿rlish words vøhen this was pos*

sibleE e"E; Vll, 444 L" evadendi - scape VlI 4Ig e"gå

lu post rnultas controversias - after greet stryf ,

VL:- 4?4 L" ahundantissina - greet pLente"

(g) lrevisa varies h.is use of the possessir¡e case

eLs r'¡ii1 l:e ÍlGcl:l 1;;;'flte e,:caiaples given; V, lZ? by þe

innoceni children dep v' 135 in a ',',ryrde boole his €ïe g

i111, l-69 on þe rnodir sÍdee Vll_ L7j s of pe kyir¿:e s hos.be

Vl15 L47 of his fadír kyngdorn"

A detaire d siudy of tree Loan words used by Trevisa
is outsíde tne Iirnits afforded by this iirtrocruciíon"
iIe shall note hov¡eve r a ferv of these in passing.

V1l. 4?,9 , toke * O"N" taka Srradually relllacing
in i[ícldle English the A,S, ninan, Goih, tekan,

latin t,angere i?One of tne elenental worcls of the

IAnitUAAe.F I-i "ïÌ " D.

VlI 43L, argi¡JJqgq-" tr'. ar€ruer V"T," argutare,
Vll, 44?rbeeste-s_, oF" beste (¡áte) V"E" t¡esta"
Tn ifc ¡r-i''*'i.¡cl qê.nqc Äienl-¿Ced -li,S. deOf.:¡iaJ ùv¿¡uv u¿ÐyJ

Ifll: 461r_ae?id.e, 0,T" apaier L ad & pac¿¿,ïe

Vll , 46L, Ee-g_e_c I'. nièee y"l. neplia"

VIle 5, @ t. praedecessor I
prae & d-ccessoru
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Part E

Thtis has been brougiet bo an end v,¡hat has proved

io be an j"nteresti.ng ancì instruc.bive study" So¡re

ti¡ne in the near future tl:le rvriier intencls to assist
i¡ *'na *1 ^eoitto' of n'n¡nf.el-s qir'¡r'lr'l a'i.':þl Of tl6e¿fJ uirE ÈJ-!uÐÐ¿rlù; uJ vLLaii vgt ù Èú^ ø!tLt s!L<

'Pol¡rchronicot'ì.' r.füen th.is is corn¡rleted gradnate

sturdenis fro¡r the Universi-t;,r of illanitoba r'¡Í11 have

read and gçlossed all- th.e volumes of ihe Rolls Series

of th¡q ?n]veJrron j- con" Titís ioaierial wil]. he sent
v*; vL

io the Universit¡r of riichigan for use in 'che coill-

pilati-on of ihe I'ler..'¡ X,[iddle ]trn651ish Dictiolrary"
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