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PREFACE,

I A it G

The theme of thisg thesis is the guestion as 4o the presence

Vaee, Pag, in the Psalter.

[}
Fy

Delighted as I am, to have had the opporitunity 4o desl with
g0 inspiring & subject, so noble in its signifieence, and sc sublime
in its effect; yet becsuse of the impenetratable depth of it, the
profoundity of its thought, the vest and enormous amount of literature
written about & theme of this nature, makes it very diffieult for an
amatenr gtudent, as I am, to d¢ the subject justice.

To attempt to discuss, meditate, gonder upon and soclve the real
interpretaticn and significance of this unsurpassed contribution
to the world¥s poetic literary achievement; (spiritusl lyriec songs,
prayers and entreaties ete); the verytheart of the entire 0.T.LitY,
would take most of one's lifetime of constant study,
Bqually well as the subject proper has given me hours

&

h

thought and pleasure, when I was on the guest of finding an

fror

estimating detes to anonymous Pss, coneluded partly from exbternal
mostly internal evidence; the charming background of the mystis
orient, and historical setting of the Psalter as & whole tofethey

with the interpretations of Pss, individually, has given me ne less

delight,
I believe, that it is very difficult, if not impossible
%o deecipher the inezplicably complex modern maghinery, of the

rld's progress and civilization; without having & thorough grasp

L]

3£ the dim bub gl@rz@&%l; cokorful past, superceding, often sur=-
pasging, contributing towsrds, and laying the very foundation stone

of the present age.
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The study of the Pss. has f%@&iéraé the looking into and
&n&iy%iﬂg,ﬂfh@ wifying or disintegrating forces which sonstituted
the Semitie civiliged world. T have had also the pleassant tasgk
of concentrating perticularly upen the cutstanding nationsl religis
Wace. Revolution, one among the mosgt significant and profound in the
History of the world.

It wes my duty also to ascertain, as mueh &s -~ modern criticism plus
original interpretation would permit, the presence of Mace., Pss in
- the Psalter.

The method of study I persued, was, the one of ecomparison,
Having digested moet of the material availeble on the subject; and
having followed the historical development of the Psalter, I heve
endeavored to analyze as nminutely as I knew how, those Pss, vhich
gre held doubtlessly as Mace, and haeving deduced the eriteria Ffrom
them, I tested other Pss. which are less certain or very doubtful
in so far as having originated in the Mace., Pericd.

Sprace 4id not permit to trsat as many Pss. as I wonld have
liked to have done, but I chose the most significant which reflect
best, the thought and spirit of the various stages of the Macc. age.
I hope that what is said in this treatise will suffice to show, that
there are Mace. Pss. in the psalter and that this conelusion is most
reasonable,

Tet me thank Dr. Guthrie Perry, instruector and guide in my
coursge of study, tc have assigned & subjeet of the ﬁatﬁrgfgé ﬁi@K%&E

S8 0 ed
the theme I dealt wit@ﬁ;llamin&téﬁg 15 ish

. 13.C . .
l. Jewish history between 400=1 B.C. viz, the periods

of ®zra and N shemiah .
Z. 15t and 2nd chroncecles. -

3¢ 0. T, Religion.
%o Study of Biblical éram&i@a)¢ﬁ} '

IR PR



1.
"The subject of the discussion of this th931§%§3 the mueh
debated gquestion as %o th@ bresence of any Maceabean psalms in
the psalter; and if so, which are they, and what are the erifteris
by which we can determine such psalms dating from that period,”

When we ask ourselves the guestion (without consulting
@ny of our commentaries) whether there are any psalms dating from
the time of the laccabees, we at onee say "yes"; why should there
not be any? We would be highly disappointed if we found that thera :
were none. Butb, bsfore we proceed any further with the gquestion
of Mecc. ?3@, we must have a glance at the psalter s 2 whols anéd
endeavor 0 answer as far as possible some vital questions,

| What is the histery of the development of the psalter?
What periods of Jewish History are reflected in ﬁhe psalmsy Can-
. We speak with some degree of certainty regarding the date of ﬁh@
entire psalter or assign dates to any of the individual psalms? B
H&s the pselter been written at one %ime by one m&ﬁ or is it &
gradual develppment of literary production through the sges?
Granting that we do determine &ny likely dates for individusl
psalms do we attribute them to minor events or do they spring
forth on very significant occasions of Jewish History? what are
likely to be the latest psalms in the psalter and when were they
written?

In this menmner, we can go on asking indefinitely ané
diffieult it is indeed for us to furnisk satisfactory answers;
but enswers we must have; for it is not @ mere guestion of
satisfying a netural curiosity bubt most essential for our inter=

pretation,
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1t is reasonable to say that we could not only understand the pselms
better but enjoy them and profit by them more, if we knew their
authors end circumstances of their compositiom. Every touch of the
concrete which enables us to give reality to the abstreet, 21l local
and historical coler which visualizes our imegination 18 of great
valuse to us.

Po our regret, however, information concerning the psalter
is very meagre, as it is perhaps of the entire 0,T. It is mainly
the internal evidence that is our guide for determining the date
of any psalm. It is usually ascertained byg

l. gistorical allusions.

2+ The style in which it is written.

3. Dependence on other literatures.

4, goneepbion of religion reflected in the psalm.

Guided by thess criteria,modern critiecs have reached the
following conclusion regarding the psalter. Briggs I.C.C. puts
it thus; "The psalter represents many centuries of growth in the
historical origin both of its psalms, extending from the time of
David to the Mace. period, and of the various minor and major
psalters through which they passe&,'from the early P ersian to the
lete Greek period, before the present psalter was finally edited
and arrenged in the middle of the seeond century B. C." (Par. 43) .
Ts there any justification for sueh & eonelusion? We think that
there i8S,

According to ancient tradition and for many centuries, it
was believed that David was the author of the entire Psalter. There
wes no guestion raised as %o editorship or authorship. 41so in the

NWew Testement David is used as the equivalent of the Psalter.
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Pheodore of ﬁ@pa&eaﬁia, & profound and brilliant @@h@@&r of 0%
expleins that‘&eﬁemt@@n paalms refer to the Msee. age; but he '
supposSes that David wrote them in the spirit of prophesy. Ve See
then, that even among the profound of Scholers in aneient timéa,
the Qrtheocdox belief prevailed.

As time went on and with the coming of the reformation,
which made an upheavel in the theological world, and brought about
2 reviwal'in Bibliecal study laying speciel emphasis on the Psalter
the chief book of the 0.T., the method of interpreting psalms
allegorically &s was practiced till then, was pushed in the back-
ground., The more Scholars searched for truth, the more striking
éisea?eriea they mades

It was not till the 18%h. eenbury A.D. that the Davidie
anthorsghip was abandoned by all critics., This was achieved ag the
result of Higher Criticism. Weny striking points which were over=
looked till then, now became very appérent. I will @n&eav@f’te
point out just & few of the reasons why secholars have gbandoned
the ides of Davidie authorship.

1. wany psalms, they found, whieh speak of situations ald
circumstances wholly unlike eny which ean be supposed to be in
accord with David'e times or express feelings which camnot in any
way be attributed to hig hend e.g. (Ps. 137) "By the rivers of
Babylon, there we sat down, yeea we wept, When we remembered Zion,
ebe." Could these words have been written by David?

Exaemine Psalm 79. "Is it possible to assign this psalm to the time
of the monarchy with David as its auvthor?

2e¢ Purthermcre, sScme pSalms are composite e.ge 1447
(Briggs I.0.Co Po 580) first class suthority on the snbg@e§/in his

. .
e

essentially an edaptation of earlier material to & later situstion...
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It is full of Aramaisms and late and unusual words and construetions.”
&, Psalm 53 and 14 agaiifﬁreaensiens of the same psalm with
slight variations. (Note VGWQ%F’“zﬁ‘gé)
4, Also psalm 139 is of very late date due to its sfyle and
the numerous Aramaisms---- (See I.C.Ce. Po 492)
5. At the end of Book & (Ch. 72 v. 20) there is a colophon
'the prayers of David son of Jesse are ended; while in Boock 3, another
geries of psalms (ﬂﬁﬁ?) are found,
These points then prove two factss
(a) That the psalms are not written by one hand at any one time.
{b) Wor is David the author of the entire psalter as was believed
ifﬁ?neient times, end for many centuries t1ill lebout 18 century,
If whet we have seid be true then how do we account for
the titles in the psalm? Do they not‘baar any significance- &t all?
Does not the titl@mﬁﬁif mean thet Devid hes written at least those
eseribed to him? |
Our answer is negsative; for internsl evidence shows very
clearly that not a1l psalms which have the titleﬁ?ﬁé i.e. & psalm
belonging to David, was written by his hahd, though we grant that
some few might have been his compositions., Our reasons for saying so
can be proved thusg
le Qut of the 7% psalms assigned to David' s name there are
meny of unequal poetical merit; we would expect the founder of Hebrew
psalmody to empley & style which is fresh and originel and instead
of that, we find that many contein frequent econventional phrasess
(See Pss. 6, 31, 25, 40).
2 In psalm 69, 86, 109, psalms of David, the psafmist is in

great effliction and trouble;
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Esg 69 v. 8, his nearest and dearest have left him}ﬁ

Ps, 86 ve 1; 109 v. 28, he is poor and needy:

Fs, 69 vo %9, he is eruelly reprcached for his religion;
Note Ps., 109 v. 1=5, and 28«25,

All these are traits whieh are inappliceble to David's life.

% Some pselms again thet bear the titleN)Js, by their general
tone and style surely belong tc the later products 5f Hebrew poetry,
€.Ze PS8, &7 Ve 4, 28 ve 2, 68v. 4, imply the emistence of the temple.

4, Some imply that the psalmist lives in an evil time, when
the wicked are established in the land, and the godly are suffering
silently from oppression B 9, 18, 14, 35, etc. This condition of
things ig indeed ocut of harmony with the times and life of David &s
described (in 1 & 2 Sem.) Wote also psalm 61 v. 1 '"From the end of
the earth will I call unto the€cccccsscoo’

These few points, slthough much more can be shown, prove that
the psalms with the titlé?“ﬂh7f%§€gaéome exceptions, however,) have
sprung from maény different periods of Israelitish history, from the
time of David himself downwards., They set before us experiences of
many men and of diverse ages of Jewish national life.

The titléﬂ“ﬁé then, as the other titles of varieus psalms
in the psalter dc not necessarily signify the author of the composit-
ion, but it is rather the name of the collection from which the
particuler psalm is taken by & later editor.

The other titles, i.e. of Agaph,BEthan, Soms of Korah, the
Maschil, Michtam and Mizmor pselms ete can be explained in the same
manner in which we explain the titiﬁ?f?f.ﬁote also pes. 74 & 79,
psalms of Aseph, Asaph being & singer of David's time could not very
well have given the account of the destruction of Jerusalem and the

temple as described in those psalms.
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A @%glm of the sons of Korsh (plurality of authors)helps us to
corrocborate our statement, that the titles mean the neme of the
collection from which the psalm is teken rather than the implication
of authorship. |

We shall however deal with this item re title more in detail
subseguently here, merely, to’affirm the statement made by Briggs,
and all modern critics, that the psalter 18 = gradual development
through many ages and by many hends.

I believe, that it will illucidate cur point still more, if
we shell point out specificelly the supposed dates of the various
gollections and how and when the psalter reached its present form.

Having examined the various anelysis of the evolution of the
psalter given by Dr. Driver, (Int. 0.T.Lit.) Gray (Critiec. Int 0.T.)
Briggs(I.C.C} Kirk eand Davis, {(C. & 0%X. Bibles). I would adopt the
one pointed out by Briggs becsuse of its painstaking detail, most
comprehensive style and richness of material; (the others being
somewhat condensed are differing very slightly from Dr. Briggg)

Briggs, then deals with it in this manner, he disects the
psalter, so to speak, assigning the psalms to different periods of
Jewish history. Having done this most carefully and analytically, he
divides the psalter into groups; then he names the e@}laetion te which
& particular group o8 psalms belongs, assigning the approeximate date
of the compilation of the said collection. The earliest collection
he shows &8s heving been compiled during the early Persian period. -
In this manner he goes through the entire psalter his method being
somewhat as followss-

He assigns:
1. 7 psalms to early Hebrew Monarehy.
2 7 ﬁ " middle " f °

5, 1% " late " ",
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thus:

27 to the Hebrew Monerehy.

12 he thinks werse written during the exile,

3% pselms Were @omposed in the early Persian periode
There wasg then, he believes, & grest outburst of pselmody. Several
influences causged this:

1. The conqguest of Babylon by Cyrus aroused enthusiasm of
lyric songs,

2. Rebuilding of the sltar «nd temple with the restoration of
the worship in Jerusslem. 9"The struggle of the pious with the
unfaithfuvl in the communitye.scooeo naturally expressed itself in songt

moward the close of this cericd a collection of psalmsnamed
@lﬁ~ﬁiahtamim, golden poems, were made, afteé the elﬁ@f‘eallaeti@ng
the book of Vashar. Sixteen (16) psalms he assigns to the
middle Persian period, the times of Nehemiah., Eleven (11)
psalms to the late Persien periocd. Here & collecticn of
(2} Maskilim or religious meditations was mede, also
(3) 2 (David) pselms was edited as & prayer book for use in the
Synagcgués; and soon after this

(4) R using the material already at hend. The early Gresk

period with the eonguest of Alexendrp being adventageous to the
Jew}predasea about fourteen pselms. I n Babylon the psalter of

(5) Aseph was prepared, and in Palestine the collection of

(6) Mizmoxrim; the latter colleétion being 1st of the major psalfers,
as e hymn book in the synagogues, the editor havéng used again

those books thet were alresdy current.
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A% the close of this Greek period ,
DRof. was made using earlier psalters as a prayer bosk for the
synagogues and (Ie@o@;) Briggs points out that directions for musical
rendering was given,

The latter part of this period was ftroublous for the Jew on
account of the rivalry between the Syrian and Egyptien kings baﬁ in
the East where they were more at peace ‘
E (Elohistic collection) was prepared, the editor having
substituted Elohim throughout instead of
Yalmeho In the early part of this period eleven pselms were composed .

S0 now, we have D~ end D R, and E- I n addition 14 pilgrim

psSs. were composed @nd the pklgrim psalter collected in this perioed.

Also 16 of the Hallels were composed =nd edited in & sollection.

Persecutions of Antiochus gave rise to the Macce period, the
eccabees being at the head of of the patriotic party. They graduslly
triumphed and organized the Mscc. dynasty and kingdom. To this period
he assigns about eight psaims. After the dedication of the temple
says Briggs, the present psalter was combined using all the previous

psalters, vig D, and DR. and B and Hallels and Pilgrim pss.

The collection was divided into three books and toward the
close of the 2nd century the final editor divided it into five books
end one=hundred & fifty psalms.

This englysis is qguite plausbble &s far as any information
we ha¥e cen possibly affirm. As to the guestion of cenonieity, Briggs
says, "The psslier was the first of the writings to win canoniscal
recognition and it has maintained‘the unenimous consent of Jew and

Christian until the present day." (I.C.C. Par. 44).
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Alecording to the above very reasonable analysis then, we can
say, that our knowledge of the circumstances under which either the
psalter was conplled, or the Canon of the 0.T. was completed, does
not entitle us tc deny the presence of Maccabean Psalms in the
gollection., It will not only be natural for us to expect to Ffind
psalms dating from the time of the unsurpassed herces of Jewish History

but as Cheyne 0.P. puts it "that even if no psalms, probably Mace.
had been preserved, we should be compelled to presume that they once
had existed.”

When we observe the process of the development of the psalter,
we notice, that psalms have sprung forth on significant events of
Jewish life; that they were collected, edited, and put into book=Fform
for prayers in the synagogue or for liturgical purposes for the temple
worship. |

Critics assign, as we have shown above, most of our psalms to
very stirring and outstanding periocds of Jewish national existence.
Briggs says, "that there was & great oubtburst of psalmody during
the early part of the persian period, because;

l. The enthusiasm was aroused by the conquest of Babylon

by Cyrus.
Z, With the rebuilding of the altar, end temple worship;

S And the struggle of the picus with the vnfeithful ones
in the e@ﬁmuni@y expressed itegelf in song. As many &s thirty-three
psalms, he declares, were composed during that pericd,”

This outburst of lyric song is obvicusly due %o the inspir-
ation and enfthusiasm arcused by suech significant events as the

restoration.
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The guestion now is, have we the right tc expect a similar oute
burst of spiritual outpoiring of the scul during the days of the
imperishable Maccabeans? Is it as significant & pericd?

My enswer would be that the Mace. period was morally greater
and we can safely essume that even & larger number of lyrics have
been composed during the merciless persecution of Antiochus and the
gloriocus and almost miraeulous triuvmphg of the Hasmanean family.

The Macc. pericd was and is considered tc this very day the turning
voint of the sum total existence of the Jewish neticnal life and
all that is connected therewith. ILet us remember, thet it was &
questicn for the Jew to decide whether he would voluntarily be
swolled by the waves of Hellenic hesathenism, and bs sssimilated in
its alluring melting pot of Greek culture, or fight to the very last
drop of his blecd for the upkeepr and prolongatiocn of his Jewish
religicn end Judiasm as such.

This struggle was, in all its ecssence & struggle for freed-

em, and religicus freedom at that. The history of Isreal is the

history of his religion, his God, and the development of his concep-
tion and interpretation thereocf. Death was chosen gladly by our
holy mertyrs rather than the sscrifieing of any of the rites and
privileges that ®ere connected with their worship in the temple, the
seat of God.

If we consider the greatmess of the Macc. period, nore
keenly felt by none then by the writters of the Book ¢f Daniel and
the 'Epistle to the Hebrews,' we realize that it is surpassing all
periocds of Jewish History heretofore. If psalms in numbers were
composed on the occasion ¢f other and less noteworthy events, a pri@zﬁ

during these days psalms should spring forth in sbundance.
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The God Jehovah, the God of his hopes, fears, confidence,
exultation, and his very soul, was at stake, in danger to be
annihdleted and utterly wiped off from heaven and earth., 5hsll we
then not expect thaet tender hearts would speak %o _Him in supplicat-
ien on behalf of the afflicted naticn for deliverance from this
blasphameous foe? (See Ps. 44)% Was he not to denocunce the merc-
iless oppressor who shed blood of those dearest to him in the very
streets of Jeruselem= made them &s a reproach tc the woerld at large
by dishonoring his religion and his God? { See Ps. 79) Shaell he
not be filled with indignetion and utter also feelings of revenge
&s & result of all the horror the enemy has wrought. (Ps. 79, 83);
"It is for your sake (0 God) that we are killed all day long."

(See Ps. 44). It is thou who ean intervene, and only thou, one
@od of the whole Universe who can deliver us, (W@r@s of Macc. spiri%}
It is beyond the shadow of a doubt, but that the Jé@i&h
soul has found expression during the dark, éhiekly clou&ed, life
and death struggle of the Msccabean era. In the psalter we see,
28 we shall endeaver to point out in deteil sabeequentlyg the
reflection of mocds of desponden@g, trouble, searching of heart,
penitence, hope, faith, denouneiation, and generslly the tone and
spirit of early Macceabean times. Pages after pages have been fille
ed with moaning end sighs, whth the deepest feelings of misery and
oppression, (See Ps 79), But amidst it &ll there shines forth &
ray of hope and feith in the all mighty hend of deliverance.
On the other hand there is & reflecticn of joy and exalt-
ation (Ps. 148), every eloud does bear & silver lining; the tide

has turned for the afflicted ones.
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The psalmist is noc more uttering words of prayer or denuncistion;
but instead of that words of praise for the heavenly victories-
g praise to Yehweh for his intervention on behalf of the weak
“afflicted nation who had bearly eny arms of war but instead of

which are armed with feith in Him and Him alone. (Ps. 38 v. 16)

Who caused Judsh and his brethern to truimph so nobly ané
heroically? Who caused the downfall of Anticchus Epihanes? Who
1ed them 'with a strong hand and outstretched arm', from Egypt of
0ld? Yeweh O God; it is he who wrought wonders in the past and
praised shall he be for the gl@ridaﬁ triumphs of the present.

Praise ye O God, for his loving kindness endureth forever. (Ps. 150}
Tf we note the two contrasting groups of psalms that we
attribute to the Maecc. age, one reflecting the earlier, and one the
lat%er period of this religious struggle, we will see an intense
emotionalism in both ceses. Juset in the same proportion as the
writér fgéin psalm 74 so happy is he in 150. Ps. 150 is the oute=
burst of happiness in the most escatic mammer imaginable. It is
only a Maec. triumph as sueh, that can call forth this ecataay,

Another faet will help to illustrate our point still further.
0f what we know concerning the Macc. pericd do we find it to be
unproductive in & literary sense or is there evidence of & consgider-
able literary output during those stirring times? Have the
Maecabeans been totally absorbed in their religic-political fight
thet they had'nt the leasure to devote to writing?

The snswer we Tind in the history of this period - Peters
R. of the He in his Int. P. 31 says, that not only haé there been
some literary contributions but that 'the Mace period was & time
of religious and intellectnal ewekening in Isreal, and as a

&

consequence, we have e revival of historical litersture at that period.



13,

There were written during the Macc. age some books of the é@@@ryph&ak
vig,

1. 1st, and 2nd ¥aceabees, & historicel document of first
importance. |

2, Also, 3rd, book of Maccabees, '& fictitious story of
heathen persecution and Jewish steadfastness, regerded by miraculous
deliverance.’

3, "Verses were composSed, says Peters, to show the priority
of Jewish culture and religion, and all manner of fables were invent=
ed for same purposSe.”

‘4o About this time Greek Jews of Alexendrie undertook to
write & history of their pedple from the begimming; here we find
2lso the letter of Aristeas pmrporting to give the history of the
translation of the ¥Seventy.”

In general, the tendency of the writers of this and the
centuries following was to invent history for the purpcose of glorify-
ing the Jew and convieting the heathen.

Apccalypse, the child of

pr@phe@y'began in the Maccabean Book of Daun 2l, how can the same

spirit not have found expression in‘Spirita&l song? Psalmody, &8
a matter of fact 4id not stop with the close of the psalter. The
Apoeryphal books, the New Testament, anﬁ~1&ter J ewisgh literature,
show that there was an unbroken eontinuence of pselm composition
after the psalter was closed. If there were written the Psalms of
Solomon &t about 63 B.C., when hercism and stimulus given by
Methethias end his sons was waxing feeble; how can we believe that

in their own 2ge none should be written?
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AS we see, then, there was a2 literary asctivity of & significant
nature during this period; we will be justified surgly in expecting
to find alsc psalms among other literary contributions.

To sum up, then, of what we have said above it is thisg

1. The psalter, generally spesking, is & cemposite work,
developed and enriched through the ages - (See Eor~?)

2, That the final compilation was meade at about the middle
of the 2nd, century B.C. (Date of the Ha smonesns) .

3. That the psalms were composed on noteble events and
during significant periods of Jewish History.

4, That the Macc. period is moest significant (surely an
occasion for an outburst of psalmody) See R.¢ .

5. That other literatures were written at the time.
Therefdre on those grounds we eonelude that it is most reagonable
for us to expect the presence ef Macce psalms.

Granting theég %hm@ there are pselms dating from tbls/
period, the next step would be to find out 'whieh psalms are mo st
likely %o be or actually 'Maccabean.

This indeed, is a very difficult task, for it is very herd
o0 determine upon internal evidence alone (we have no other guide)
just which are exclusively lMaccC. pselms,

After having read the psalfer, I would judge that & great
many of the psalms would suitably, be attributed to the Macc. date:
but on & second thought meny of those are not unreasonsbly assigned
to other pericds of Jewish History; very plaugibly ecomposed on other

than the Mace. times.
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Detailed analysis, minute criticel study of the individusl psalm will
enable us fto decide the date with some degree of certainty,.

Deducing from the comparison I made of the lists of Mace. psalms
held by modern and older critices like, Calvin, Vitinga, Hitzig, Olhausen
Reuss, Grets, Cheyne, KirkPatrik, Davis, Briggs, Gray, and Driver, I
find that they assign, by eommon consent, (with the exception of
Xirk, Dav, & Briggs), Pss. 44, 74, 79 to the Maccabean age.

Not a few consider alse psslms 83, 60, & 3% to belong to the
seme pericd. There is a greet diversity of opinien regarding dates
of psalms and anmusing it is sometimes to find the same psalm attributed
to different periods of Jewish history by different critics. Theme
are, for instance, men who think, that the majority of pselms in the
psalter date Trom thig pericd. They are struck by the fregueney with
which there is reflected in the psalm the existence éf two classes,
viz. the wicked and the righteous strongly opposed to one another, e.g.

56, 94, 140, ¢his, erities hold, to represent the breach of parties
during the Maec., struggles (See P, 387 Driver I nt. to 0.T.Lit).
Calvin however, considers only two psalms to be composed during that
time; while Rudinger holds as many as twenty=-four.

Doctor Briggs, I.C.C. considers only eight psalms %o have
arisen during that period but he solves a great difficulty in so far
&S he points out that: due to the fact, that older material has been
workel over and over again in the psalter by many hends through maeny
ages:; that much hes been added on in the form of interpolations,
glosses, combination of other psalms, aﬁd general retouching of old
original material for adaptation to new conditions, for litergiscsal |

purposSes.
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Ngwthen, when we are faced with the diffieulty of finding parts of
2 psalm written in a style and tone quite réason&bly at the tine
of David's life, yet, there are other expressions snd words in the
same psalm that cannot be accounted for unless it hes been written
during or ebout the time of the Macezbeans. Brigg's explanéti@m
#hen makes such psalms intelligible (See P8e I.0.0.)

But even such explanations in some cases are mere
conjectures, for we cannot ascertain a date of & psalm according to
its style (See Driver P. 383 PaTe 2)cococsscsssosscccsssccocsoossss
Ygince psalms that are unguestionably late have in these respects not
unfrequently equalled the more ancient models.® These few remarks
will show, I hope, the difficulty with which we are face& when we
attempt the date and authorship problem of the psalms. For owr
purpose however, we shall exzamine first the @Eggés which are most
commonly eonsented to be Maceabean.- Psalwms viz, 44, 74, & 792,

we shall commence with psalm'ééa

PR
-
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Psalm 44,

Examining the psalm that is assigned to the Meecc. age, By
modern eritics, I would expect to find, at least some features in
th@ ps8alm, which would be in accord and hermony with the atmosphere
and times of the Macc. struggles.

1. sgide of historiesal illusions, (upon whish we cannct
totally rely) the psalm must, first and foremost breathe the spirit
of the lWacec. age and be written in the tone which is uniguely
eh@réaterisﬁi@ of this period more than any other. This tone and
spirit is ean undefinable something, which can be felt by the reader
who must transplant himself for a moment, while reading the psalm, %o
the age of the heroes themselves so a8 to live and feel with them.

£e The Wacc. psalm must express a stréng monotheistie feaith.

e "4 unique church feeling,"
4, An sccount of & bitter oppression (in most instances a

religious persecution ).

5. A ery for help.

6o And in the pselms which represent the Macc. victories,
should be contained the utterance of a feeling of ecstatic joy and
praise for a happy deliverance.

Nobtwithstanding the fact that many more features can be
traced in the typieal Macc. psalm, those few mentioned above, at
least, nmust be evident,

Does Ps. 44 then, possess these feabures? 'What iz the
gituation desceribed?

The historical background is guite clearly shown here. Pss 44 is
essentially & national pselm. A very serious disaster has overtaken

the people {(v. 20).



18,

It is evident that this terrible calemity has come upon them not as
a2 punishment for national sin, but the psalmist pleads that Israel

hes been most feithful to Jehovah and it is by no means in eny

danger of falling inte idoladry {ve 16, 17, 18); the author, moreover,
prays for deliverance from & merciless foe on the ground that God
haes done wonders for his people on previous cecagions; and that man

can do nothing without His intervention (V. 7)o

These words eould, most appropriately have been said, by
8 Meec. pious man who felt an intense feeling of love for his God
and his people. But have we &ny further'@videnee?' Are there any
historical illusions?
The first historical reference we find in {v. 10) where
he speaks of armies, "Yet thou hast cast us off and mede us for

reproach and dost not go forth in our armies.”

verse 11, 2gain, gives us & second reference which is surely not
true of the time of the monarchy i.e.
{thou sellest the peoRle foe nengkt)
wghon hast given us like sheep appointed for meat, and hast

secattered us smong the nations” (the author knows of the exile)

Thou sellest the people for mnought and hast not increased thy
wealth by their price.Y
This psalm then must have been written at some other tTime than the
monarchy. Therefore, we will no% be wrong to sgy that these words
were ubttered during the Mece. period; &s the Jews hed nc stending
armies (Mentioned in v. 10) after the monarchy and priocr to the
Vaccabean age.

1.6t us examine also verse # YFor not with their sword have

they inherited the lend; end their arm has not holpen them but

git Waﬁ} thy ﬁgh% h&nﬁ-eaBa@@3099@936099@9069085@93@686@69@09@082
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Verse 5 "With thee will we buitt down our enemieSccs.ccoccccssccoee

Verse 6 v“'VI will net trust in my bPOWe:.cossoccsesscocoosccccccacsce
Verse 7 *Zn,ggg have we made ouy DoAST.ccsccsecsossocssssscesssns
Tio thesSe verses not indicate & strong monotheistic faith? Does it
not suggest a paucity of arms, lack of physical strength but the
total reliance on morsl and divine support as in (1 Masc. Chap WNeig)

vtg {
In verses 11=17 the writer describes an unspeskably horrible state

of the nation.
Verse 10 - Enemy takes spoil,
Verse 18 — Appointed for food like @ flocKkeccesocsccocoocsccccocccs
Verse 15 - The people are sold (in skivery)
Verse 14 —They are for derision and repro@ehscccccccccccocsccccnse
Verse 16 - Disgrace and shame is upon them,
Verse 17 — Blasphemy and dishonor efe,
Verse 25 -~Misery and Oppression
Verse 27 - Soul and body bowed down.
Do these verses not represent elearly the condition of the Jews
during Antiochus® persecution? Some might say, 'No’; for these
circunstances are appliecable to Chaldean atroeities as well, but
this could not have been the oscasion for v. 18, definitely signifys
that it is 8 religious persecution, for &ll this has come upon them
for the sake of God. In Verse 18, he says (In spite of the faet
that,) "All this has come upon us, yet we have not forgotten
thee snd heve not dealt falsely in thy covenant." Is it not plain
thet it is more a guestion of God, then country or wealth?

In v. 19 the writter is speaking with pride of the
seerifice he is msking for the sake of Yahweh, i.e. "Our heart is

not turned back, he says, neither have our sbteps declined from thy

way.® (In spite of the facty,



"That thou hast erushed us in the abode of monsters, (meaning the
énemy) and coversd us with the shadow of death (meaning death penalty
for Jewish rites); Have we, he pleads, from the innermocst pain of
his pious heart, 'have we, (I beseech thee O God) stretched forth

our hands to & strange God? Why then has all this misery come upon

B

ns Does not this assertion of national innocence show, thatthey
are the words of & martyr church-nation who is ready to bleed and
die for his God Almighty? I believe, that no critic ean possibly
deny that these words were spoken byanc-¢ther msn than one who is
tortured for his religion's seke. We know of no other periocd that
gould have produced such utterances more plausibly than the Vaecabean.
Verse 21, plainly and clearly indicates the foreing of
idolatry upon the nation, end implies the fact that; had they
con&escended bto streteh hands to & strange God, most likely the
gondition of things would be facilitated., Bub, they 4id not condesce-
end., Therefore we consider them as martyrs,

Verse 23, the strongest point of all corroborates this. He says;

"It is for thy sake we were killed all day long.

We are counted as sheep for'the slaughter.®
Who said this but a2 martyr of the Waceabean times?

Some who deny the presence of Mace. psalms in the psaltef’
say, that every Jewish war is in & sense & religious war; dbut this
does not mean a religious persecution. We know of no period,
neither before, nor after the sxile, thet the Jews were malitreated
becguse of their God., Neither during the time of the monarchy nor
after have the Jews left any record of such persecubtions. Nebuchad-
nezzar and followers, simply conguered Jud€s, as they did other

nationg.
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The King of Babylon was not keen to make the Jews Babylonians.
Ps. 137,shows that they asked them even %o sing songs of Zion.
¢yrus, we know, even caused the restoration and rebuilding ofthe

temple., It was the purpese of Alexandre %o eonguer the Jewish

spirit as suche OFf the time of Qchus our information is very scanty,
and we cannot rely upon it; therefore, such strong references as
verses 17-19, also verse 23 and verse 12-=18 must without doubt be
attributed to the pericd of Mattathias an& his followers.

There are Some, however who say, that the Macc. verses are
mere inbterpolations by & later hend; but if the psalm is full of
sueh glosses then we can assune that the parts of the psalm which
might be suspected to have been composed sarlier than the lacc. age,
are simply imitations of ancient models Dy a later psalmist ( Sse
Driver P. 383) also note (PuJsv@ of this thesis. Also because the
glosses taken together, constitute most of the psalm, the psalm in
its entirsty, is reasonably Maccabean. Cheyne 0.P. says that
expressions found in Macc. psalms would lose half their meaning if
interpreted of any other period. (Read, verse 21 & 23 agein);

Would these words not lose half their meaning if tThey were attributed
to any other pericd of Jewish history?

Ts it not striking alse, that the feeling of dishonor and
shame, is So frequently emphasized. (Note v. 14, 16, & 17) the
writer, seems to feel greater p&ngs on account of his dishonor then
physical pain. The reason for this is that & Jew is never so deeply
humilisted and never suffers as when his God, (that which is most
sacred) is dishonored or reproached. This is the greatest pain fér
& Jewish soul., Suppose then, that this man, saw the profanity of the
temple, the seat of God, being cheapened and polluted and the |

holy of holies ridieculed; would he not spesk in such lamentable Terms
{Wote v. 14=18).



Cheyne Q.F. argues very strongly for ps. 44 b0 be of Nacc.
date., He goes down the stream of history, stops at 608 B.C.
at the defeat of Megiddo, where they were vietims of the pathetic
illusion that Isreel knew and served Jehoveh therefore had & claim
to his protection., "Ho" such & view he, says, is inconsistent with
the known religious results of that sad tragedy, defeat, and death of
Josiah,

The insurrection against Artaxerxes Ochus, or the outrages of
Bagoses, a&s much as we know of them might be appropriate, yet, ps. 44
is out of a group; the defilement mentioned in the companion psalm 79,
gan har&iy be alluded to Bagoses. Mr. Cheyne then asserts that ths
Veece. period is the most appropriate,

Briggs however, holds that the psalm consists of ancient plus
HMace. material. P. 375 I.0.C. points out that Gr. Ba. We. Kau., Bnema,
Dathe, RoS. Ols. assign this psalm to the time of the Maceebees,
¥r. Davis CeBe, in comments of this psalm seys, "that some of the
best érities pronounce ps. 44 to be Maceabean; & view held as early
és the 4th €. and maintained by Celvin as well as by mény modernsScccee
It is undeniable, that in the general featares of the pieture, the
‘Mace. period is the most appropriate.®

I conelude then that ps. 44 is Maccabean on the grounds

that:
1. I feel that this psalm, was surely ubttered in supplicat=

ion by & sincere, pious, Jewish soul at the time of the Antiochian
persecutions (after which he wrote it down).

2. The picture in all its essence, saiﬁs the time of the
Macec. struggles because it breathes the very spirit of the Hasmonisan

martyrs.
%, The historical illusions, definite expressions (e.g. V.

21, 2% ete) meke this psalm characteristically end exclusively Macce
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4, That,a majority of modern critiecs proncunce it %o be of

that date.
I believe then that, because of all this internsl evidencs

we cennot help butbt accept the Mace. date for ps. 44,

Now then, if we can establish the faet, thet ps. 44 is
VMeccabean, then surely there are others in the Psalter of the same
nature. Let us consider next the 74th psalm, assigned by modern
eritices alse to the same pericds Whet @i@tﬂre does it represent?
But ps. 74 & 79 are so closely comnected in language and tone:
reflecting the same historieal situation, that we can consider them
togetheres Bven if they are not of the same pen, they are composed
at the same period.

Ps, 74 ig likewise a national psalm: it is full of tears aid

woe., It pietures to us very grephically, the devastation and
waste caused by the rutheless enemy. In very plaintive terms, the

psalmist appeals to God for His intervention on behalf of his people.

Their humilisaticn is beyond endurance: temple and synagogue are in
ruing; no prophet: no signs in the land: the Jewish religious life
is at & standstill. O How long will Jehovah conbinue to allow this!
This psalm arcuses our deep sympathy and czuses us o retros
spect, either the horrors committed by the Chaldeans at 586 B.O.
when Jerusalem was laid waste by Nebuchad, or the time of the
Anticehian regime full of bloodshed and tears of the innoceent martyrs.
The general circumstances can suit both periocds, but on closer
examination we find, that the Chaldean invasion eculd not have been
the occagion of the psalm, fors
As The tone and structure of the psalm is very much like

the Macc. 44th ps. (of. the contentsfes:
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1. p8. 74 v8s. 18«23 amé p8s 44 vss. 1l=16.

2. ps. 74 ves. 10 & 11 with ps. 44 vss. %éw&@@
s pS. T4 vSS. 12=17 with ps. 44 vss. 1=9.

4, ps. 74 vs. 18a with ps. 44 ve. 17a.

b, ps. 74 vs. 28, with ps. 44, vs. 23,

In both Pss. the author presents a horrible pieture of the state of

affaeirs: in both Pss. the *unigue church feeling®' is felt throughout.

Both psalmists pray for deliverance because God wreught wonders in

the past Ps. 74 vs. 13, pS. 44, vs. 2 (implicit faith in Him).

B. There are also historieal illusions in the ps, out of
harmony with the times of the Chald., and in &acecord with the prefan-
ation of the temple in the 2nd century B.C.

l. vs. 4=~"They put their signs for 8ignS.ccee,"

2. vs. 7=YThey burred all the synagogues in the land.®

3. V8. 9="We have not seen our signs, there is no more prophet?
4o v8e 9=..sothere is none in our midst thet knows how long.."
%hat eclue do these references give us?

The absence of prophecy mentioned in vs., 9, is not true of
~the time of 586 B.C. for, Jeremich and Bzekiel survived the destruct=
ion of the ftemple for quite & number of years; butb ﬁhis same refer=
ence is absolutely in accord with the Macc. period.

lo In T Mece. chap. 4 vs. 46, 60, 61, first class authority
on the history of the periocd, says, "...and they pulled down the
altar and laid up the stones in the Mt. of the house, in & convenient
plece, until there should dome & prophet To pive an answer conserning
them. "

2. Again in ch. 9, vs. 27 Y",,.and there was no great tribul-

ation in Israel as was not since the time that no prophet appesred

vnto them.
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8. Ch. 14, vs., 38-41 ",..that Simon should be their lesder

and high priest forever until there should arise & faithful prophet

and he should be captain over them..."

Part b. of vs. 9 ps. 74, finds a parallel then in these references
menticned aEGV@g which tell distinetly thet there is no prrophet, nor
has there been one for considerable time., This verse is character-
istic of the Macc. pericd in contrast %o the time of the destruetion
of Jerusalem of sbout 4 centuries earlier.

Verse 7, spesks of synagogues "....and they have burned

all the synagogunes of fod in the lend.” According to Peters (H.R.H.
¢h. 26}, the development of the synagogue institution is a very late
feature of the Jewish history; the first record of which we have no
.earlier than 242 B.C. This psalm, then, is not written at 586 B.C,
but rather at the 2nd. century.

in verse 9,-%,..there is one that knows how long?
At 586, Jeramish predieted the duration of the captivity, and the
guestion here how long, indieates that the psalmist refers to the
Macce. period when there are no prophets to predict. The very question
Thow long' involves the belisf of God's moral government of the world.

Another illusion that we must not overlook is the one of the
lattef part of vs. 4,="...They pub their signs for signs¥- and the
repetition of same in és, 9: "...0ur signs we have not seen ete.?
Does this reference not suggest to us immediately, the introduction
of idolatrous emblems, and the attempt to destroy the Jewish religion?
(Wote Ex. ch. 31, vs. 13) "..,.my Ssbbaths ye shall surely observe,

for a sign it is between me and ye for your generations to know
thet it is I, Jehovah, make ye holy." (Bzek. ch. 20 vs. 18) ".,.my

Sabbaths I have given them to be for a sign between me and them.
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The emblem that the Jews had as signs of festivals ete, were replaced
by the heathen. These references regarding the absence of signs, in
738, 4 & 9 are in haxmony with the tyrannical Antiochian prohibitions
of the prectice of all rites and cermonies connected with the Jewish
religion; by promulgating and edict re same, the non-observance of
which was & penalty of death., (1 NMacc. 1 v. 45«50),

$o Aside of the historieal illusions mentioned weccannot
fall to notice also that the ps. implies a religiocus persecution.

le vs, 10,="3hall the ensmy blaspheme thy name forever?"

24 vs. 18@~5F@®lish people have blasphemed thy name."”

3e v8e 22, "Plead thy known cause remember thy defiance

from the worthless fool all the day.”
Is'nt there a peculisr emphasis laid on Thy Name?
It is quite evident that the writer, ig suffering painfully for the

seke of God; for religious sake. The entire psalm is p@netraﬁe&

with despest feeling of monotheiasm, A

The language used in this psalm deserves our attention.
Some words are Aremaisms and late words of expression and construet-
ion. Cheyne Q.P. shows, that the words;

i (9@31ﬁ5f9«~wHN@lural, vs 6) the classical Hebrew for

both words is QITHD - 555 seems t0 be 2 weakensd
Y ’_ ™
form of Aram,

2. PRI in the Mishna (late in Jewish hist.)

from same root as (S in v. 4).
So Vas lé}%ﬁi??, in accordance with & Talmud legend
{Baba Bathra) that the righteous will participate of the meal of the

Leviathen in the obther world- (late conception, late use of the word)
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4, Vs. 14 { é’} preposition " " of late style for
genitive I.C.C.

5, " qjgfbim vs. 4, says Davies, dces not mean eny particular
congregaticn, but the nation is regarded as a church. This church
conception of the nation was & growth of later times and it wes
especially fostered by such persecutions as were carried on by the
Syrians in 2nd century B.C."

The proofs, then of:
1, Ths relation between Ps. 44 & 74 (striking similarity of
tone and struetaxe)
2. Monotheistic faith (Pou=ew)
%, Historieal illusions (P%ﬁy
4, The implication of & religious persecution (e.g. vs8s.,10,18,22)
5., TLateness of style. All this assures a Macc. date for this

psalm.

L L R S T B B4

Tt will be well to deal with Ps. 79, next in order. ks we have
pointed out before, this is & companion Ps. to 74, and what we have
said with respect to it will also hold true of Ps. 79.
74 & 79, are often referred to as twin Pss. Dagies draws attention to
the striking particularism of these Pss; God and the Jews are synonomoeus:

what the heathen have done against God's people, they have done apainst

God. 'The particularism of Ps. 74 & 79, accords well with the revival
of naticonalism during the Syrian persecutions.’

In ps. 74, it is the ruin of the s&cred places, synagogues,

temple, &nd the arresting of the cutward religious life of the nation,
that forms the chief burden of the psalmist's complaint. In Ps, 79

the suffering of the pecple is more prominent, In both cases, it is

the non-Israelite, who is the foe of God; and H is vengence is invoked

on tham.
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There is a striking resemblence bebween 74 & 79, both in
strueture and tone, ef:
le ps, 74, vse 1, 9, 10. with 79, vs. 5 (how long?)

2o Pse T4, vs. 3, 7, with 79, vs. 1 (the desecration of the
sanctuary).

3. Ps. 74, vse 1, with 79, vs. B (God's wrath)
4, Ps. 74, vs. 1, with 79, vs. 18, (Sheep of thy pasture).
5, Ps., 74, ve8. 2, with 79, vs. 1 (Thine inheritance).

6. Ps. 74, ve. 10, 18, 22, 23, with 79, vs., 4, 12, {(reprcaches
of the enemy).

7¢ Ps. 74, vs, 7, 10, 18, 281, with 79, vs. 6, 9, (God's neme)

8. Ps, 44, vs. 14, is quoted almost verbatim in 79, vs. 4.
Ps, 74 and 79, are aessigned to the same date, on the basis of their
gtrong paralleliem,

Pge 79, vs, 3 finds a perallsel in 1 WMsesc., eh, 7, vs., 17, alseo
Ps. 79, vs. 1 & 1 Macc. chs 1, vse 37, In vs. 2 the word
{seints), very likely mean the picus, in & particular sense; those
who belonged to the Hasldesn party in time of the Mace. revols
(See 0x. Bib. vole. 1 P. 360). )

Some say, thet Ps. 74 and 79 have originated on the occcasion
of the destruction of germsazaﬁ by the Chald, invasion: retouched
by a later editor for adaptation Hto suit his purpose. This is &
view held by some critics who oppose the Macs, date. Such opinicn
cannot be supported, as there is not suffieient evidence to deny
the Mecc., 4ate for the psalms, Bven, if sSome older expressions are
found in the Pss. it does not prove the fact that they were of
agncient origin.

We shall take an example, from the modern Hebrew literature;

when we read th,h:;ﬁ){‘;the love of Zion) written by & man called

{iMepy, ' who lived in the 18th, century.
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His work (one of the standards) is saturated with the classiecal
Hebrew. Should one read this book without the knowledge of the
circumstances and time of its composition, he would at once place
- 1% %o a much earlier date., Thus we cannoty draw our conelusions,
28 to date from isclated expressions alone.

The perallelisms then, of 79, and 74, the resemblence of
tone and strusture with the Mace, 44th. Ps, together with parallels
in 1 Haee, written by a contemporary of this period; enables us

to ascertain & Mace., date for Ps. 79 as well,

With the 79th, Ps. we have completed the group that is most
eommonly considered Macc. There are not & few critics, who consider
, also Ps. 83, 60, of same date. We will examine these subsequently,
We note that the three typical Mecc. Pss. that we have
dealt with, reflect the tragic period of Mace. history. Hach Ps.
eonsists of two main parts:
(a} egainst the enemy.

1. Compléint
{b) Godts silence.

o (a) for deliverance.
“s Prayer
(b) for vengence.
Ps. B3 glso consists of such two parts:
Lo Statement of enemy's cruelty to God's people; complaint
against His silence,
Z¢ Prayer for the foes utter ennihilation end extermine
ation from the face of the earth.
In this Ps, &s in the previous group, once more thes enemy
hes committed horrible offenee Vss, 3-10., God is silent Vs. 2.
The purpose of the foe is to reproach His neme Vs, 6. There nmust

be an end for this once for all. God, whe works wonders, can make

them acknewledge His might.
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The feeling of revaﬁgé in this Ps. is exeedingly strong and deep.

The @nemy'mast_have done no less, if not more herm, then deseribed

in Ps, 74 & 79; that the psalmist should be so bitder. £nd why

all this wrath against the foe? Why should all this calamitby
expressed in Vss., 14=18 come upon them? I%t is for no other purpose
but that they should seek thy name O Lord Vs, 7. |

"Tet them be made ashamed, let them be put to blush and perish, Vs. igv
Vs, 17, implies that His name was shamelessly unsought for, true of
the heathen, in the time of the Macc.

vs. 19, 'that they may know that Thou, whose neme is the Bternal,

art by thyself alone, the Most High over all the earth.

Ts'nt this conception of Jehovah ftrue of the Mace. times?
Noes the author denounce the enemy and pray for his snnihilation
beeause he robbed his possessions, territory, ete?
Wol It is Qod, who is blasphemed Vs, 6. In this consists all his
pein and agony.

Wote @lsc the national patriotism in Vs. B, "They have said,

Gome, and let us eut them off from being & nation; and the neme of

Tsrael he remembersd no more. This church feeling is true of nationsal
revivel during Syrian perseecubtion (1 Macc.} "And they took council
to destroy the race of Jaeob that was in the midst of them.”

T8 it not striking, that he uses the 2nd person singular

in the following words:

le vg. 3,= Thy enemies ( ﬁﬁy>!)

&s Vs, 3,~ They that hate thee (:}ﬁﬁigp)

So Ve 6,=~ gﬁ"}é > ) against thee
4. Vs, 17=- That they may seek thy name ﬁ"’“é
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Does 1t not suggest, that the wrong doings were emphatically directed
against God? This implies & religious struggle. In Vs. 19, sgain,
we have the strongest monotheistic nots: "That they may know that

thot, cesesee art by thyself alone.... most high over all the earth,”

Vs. & Ps. 83, is related in thought with Vs. 8 Ps. 74,
{The similar aim of the enemy to destroy the Jewish mstionality)
In Vs. 13, Ps. 83, he says, "Dc unto them as youd did te those, who
said, Let us conguer for curselves the dwellings of God." This
also is a hint that the enemy wishes now, likewise, to conguer for
themselves the dwellings of God- viz, profane and pollute the
senctuary with their heathenish idols (1 ¥ 868. che 1, V 8. 37)

The general tone and struecture of the Ps; its resemblance
to the other Pssg§ the chaeracteristic Macc. references in Vss. 4, 6,
17, 18, 12, the Ps is most reascnably NMacc.
But a difficulty arises with Vss. 7<%, where the Psalmist mentions
& string of historical names which should be accounted For,

In what pericd of Jewish History 4id these nations
mentioned, conspire against the Jews at ahy one time? Where does
sueh reference have any parallel? Davies says, thet "No one pericd
of Jewish history the peoples named were combined against Isrsell
Several suggestions have Dbeen offered, but in e¢he 5 of 1 Wace. the
aceount iz very similar and wmost suitable. It 1is the story provoked
by the success of Judah in restoring the temple. 'The nations took
council %o destroy the generation of Jacobe... Judas accordingly
turned his arms ag&inst’them; and of the tribes and nations named in
the Ps. the Edom. Amonites, Philistines, and Tyrians, are mentioned

among the enemies whom he defeated.?
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The Ishmaelites and perhaps Gebal and Hagorienes might be ineluded
among the Arabians. (1 Macc. ch. 5, Vs. 38) but the Moabites, no
longer existed as ar independent nation and Amelek has long been
destroyed. (1 Chr. Ch. 4, vs. 48)

It is often assumed, moreover, thet the nemss of ancient
enemies, are veguely used for tribes inhabiting the territories which
formerly belonged to them., Ewald conjectures, that these names are
mere poetiec illusions and similies. The style of the Ps. shows the
authort*s fondness of using anecient nemes. Tn Vs. 13-18, the figur-
ative speech is & literary device; he might use these names of nations
to heighten the effect and forcebly represent the formidable nature of
the danger. Assyria, eritics think, to mean Syria.

The period of Ochus or the Persia period were suggested, but of the
former we are not sufficiently informed, while the Persian period
does not correspond "Ashur here, must stand for Persia® (Kirk)
v8, & 1s translated by the late greek Persian

a8'thy secret place * viz. the temple (late date for Ps.) o¢f. Egzek.
che 7 V8. 82%/.. and they shell pollute my place where I have dwslt in
secret. This Ps. according to internsl evidence then can in &1l
probability be included in the group already considered.
Now we shall deal with the mar@‘ééééiféilés;‘éé;\‘

Although some erifics assign Ps., 60 to the time of the
Hasmoneans, there is & great diversity of opinion as to the date
of the Ps,
Personally I believe, that this Ps., is a combination of two Pss.
There are a few crities who think, that the contents are in sccord
with the title, i.e. that the Ps. has heen written during the Devidie

period.
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This theory might be correct if the rest of the composition would
bear the same tone as Vss. 1 & 2, but, when we come to Vs. 3, 4, ete,
we begin to deteet & different style and atmosphere. VsSs. 3-8 seem
to be followed by & detached portion (consisting of vss. 8-11) which
is strikingly different than the first part in stru&tﬁr@ end content.
With vss.l2, however, the same atmosphere apd spirit as in (vss. 3-8)
is resumed again, We will consider the Ps., then as

Ps. As{vs. (3-8 and vs. 18=14)

Ps. B:{vss. 8=11)

While I would consider Ps, B as & citation of some ancient
oracle, uttered ss far back &s the days of David, Ps 4, is @oabtleéslg
of Masc, origin,
cf. P8, 60, vs. & with the Mace. 74th Ps. v8. 1 we have the same
complaint againsgt Ged 'why hest thou cast us off%' This Ps, just
ag the group we dealt with is & national psalm. It begins with the
compléint against the enenmy and the description of the state of
eircumstances the psalmist lives through., Ps. 83 also . A prayer
for deliverance, (vs. 14) and an expression of faith in God's help
alone ends the Ps.

The picture of disaster, protrayed in this Ps. is nothing
less than in the other Maecc, P8, we &lready spoke of. The upheavsl
is so great, that the avthor pelieves that the world is coming to an
end, so to speak. "Thou hast caused the earth to quake; "Thou hast
split 1t," Heal her breaches; for she is moved." In vs. B he causes
them to drink the wine of confusion. In vs. 6 the banner of war is
raised for the sske of ftruth. These sentences are very consistent
with the aim and struggles of the Mace. martyrss In v8. 7 God's

beloved are in danger (Deliver them 0 God with thy vright hand).
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Vs, 18 finds an almost exact parzallel in vs. 9, of the 44 Pa.
{alse here he mentions armies agein)

Wore similarity of thought can be traced 1if we éompares

le P, 60 vs8. 13 with Ps, 44, vs. 4.

€. Ps. 60 vs, 18 with Ps. 44, vs. 7.

3. P8, 60 vs. & with Ps. 44 ve. 11

4, In the latter part of Ps., L. (ves. 13=14) the same Nace.
impliceit feith in one God slone is sxpressed.

&lthough Xirk. assigns, the Bs, as it stends, to the @im&
of David, and Briggs attributes pert A to the time of Jehoyachin,
T urnhesitatingly, give & Waee. date for part A on the grounds that
I have pointed out above.
Part B. however, is quoted almost verbatim in Ps. 108 and 108 is
also composite containing vss. 8~12 of Ps. 6Y. Briggs points out
thet Ps. B. was in the Miehten collection corigingliy, FIT is
antique in its language and style’,

Cheyne upholds the theory that the Psg as it stands is of
Maec. origin. He believes thet vss. 8«10 was an oracle given %o
one of the great Macc., brethern. He thinks that it refers to the
affliction in Isrsel on the death of Judas (1 Macc. 9 vs. 27).
#7he ecrushing defeat at Eleasa and the grievous famine which followed
night well be likened in poetic langusge to an edrthguake.”
Cheyne points out further, that the reserve cf fortune was complete
at that time; for the moment the religious patricts were stupified
{Ps. 60 vs. BB} He thirks that perhaps some words were uttered by
some patriot written in & Ps. now lost, who contrasted the promises
given to Judas perhaps in & vision. (ef. £ Wece. chs., 15 ves. 12-16)

with the strange blight which has now fallen upon their prospects,



Who will now lead them and resceover the territory lost by the mortal
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foe the RBlomite? A4 S8ul is wanted to unite the divided parties
h

nte a nation conseious of its unity and fight the battles of Jehowah

fetched and to my opinion & great deal read into 1%, whieh is
actually not there, We see very plainly that the Pz, has quite a
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ivision and that vss. 8«1Z ere put in as & patchwork with

jes

natursl
the first and seecnd parts of Pse. 4. by & édifferent hend to suit
later adaptation, Briggs upholds strongly the theory of reworking

and retouching maverial b latex hendg, indredueing glosses and

N
&

interpolations ete, Thig 60th Ps~ig very likely cne of susch

instances,
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Thus far ther we have considersd,
1l The grouvp which is most commonly held Mace. viz. 44,74,79.
%. Having deduced the criteris from these menticrned, we

heve dealt with %he less common one, Ps., 8&. The doubtful 80%th,

about which there is & gpeat diversity of opinion, has alse had

cur attention.
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ow, the question isg,

Whéat pericd of Mecce. struggles is reflected in %ufsg Pss? Is the
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nd harmony with %ﬁm characteristie
festures found in them? Are these Pss, full of joy and mirth, or
are they penetrated by the very gleom and solemnity whieh is true

of the earlier part of the 1life and death combat of the Maccabsan?®
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They are Pss. of despair, picturing deplorsble conditions;

the enemy has acted treachercusly agseinst god and His people; blook
(&-79) .
is being shed; ignom&ny &nd shame:; & thick cloud has spread everys
where.
I8, there no hopse?
Wonders have been done in the past, by their God the only God of the
universe, why not now?
Deliverance from and vengence upon the cruel foe is prayed for.
Tet the nations know, that God, and God alone is the ruler of the
universe and it is to him that they must pay homage. (Ps. 83,vs.19).
Vss. 18,199,420 of 74 and vss. 2-0 of 79 are the express-

ions of most pathetic, heartrending situaticns; such words spoken
from the untmost depth of & bleeding heart can spring forth ondy
from the pious, self-sacrificing Jewish martyr who will die & thous-
and deaths, rather than part with thet which ig most sacred toc him.
These Pss, are representative of the dark epoch of this noble
religiocus battiles.

The Macc. pericd however, ha& also other Btages. It is not
a period only of ﬁarhnéss and pessimism but also of light &nd
happiness. With the viectories of Judahetc, the tide has turned;
God Almighty did intervene; the prayer was answered; and the enemy
“overcome not by force of arms (for they were so few against such

throngs 1 Vace, @hBH vs.g-1) It 1is not the faith in arms or numbers

e o

that win vic

(Ps. 33, vs. 16-17).| Woce, th-3v-19)

oriegs: it i the help and interventicon of Yawah on high.
# i

The time of distress is no more; the temple iz rededicated,
the heathen altar removed and cleansed from pollution by the enemy;

Jewish life flourishes again as of cld.
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Is it not 2 remarksble unsurpassed triumph of fight and gain for
f%ligi@as'g&kag for God's sake, for holiness seke?®

Shall there be no expression of thanks for this noble deliverancs?
If the period of uncertainty, and chaos produced yr&gef%'%ablim@,
shall now then not spring forth words of appreciation and Feioiea?

Ve must then examine the group of thanksgiving Pss, and see

if any of thosé were composed during this joyful stage of the period.
Let us stop at Ps. 118 which Briggs and Cheyne hold as Maccabean,

Ps. 118 1is & Hallel songe. It expresses boundless joy, and
rraise for a happy deliverance., You just feel with the psalmist his
cheerful spirit; You are transfered into his domain and csn sing
with him, rejoice with thim and praise with him together. Sueh
words of supreme gladness, setisfaction, can be uttered @ﬁiy when
happiness in the extreme predominates.

The entire Ps. breathes the very life and spirit of & Wsacec.
victory; & vietory for religiocus independence and all that it means
to the Jew. Not only is the general effect of the Ps, Mece. but
each vs. bears witness of it, TLet us ahalyse it verse by verse,
the 1lst one giving the key to the whole Ps. "Give praise to God,
for His kindness is everlasting.”

Three clzsses are called upon to celebrate:

1, "Isreel,’

Zs 'The House of Asron,!

3. t*Those that fear Him' (that implies the feet that there
must have been such that 818 net
fear Him; probably means the dive
igsion of parties in the community).

Tae song is to be sung antiphonally, & chorus responding Yfor His

kindness is everlesting.' Note:=
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L, Vss. 6 & 7- What can man do unto me if T have the God
' o trust in.

Vs, 8 = It is futile to trust in man.
Ve 18 = "......the right hand of the lord doeth valiantlyl
Vs. 16 repeats the same.
Is not this conception of God consistent with the theological beliefs
of the Maccabean days?
Be Vs. 7 « wighes to see the punishment of the enemy.
Vs. 10= will destroy the enemy in the name of Qod.
(Note Briggs says, thatuéﬁﬁf ie used ironically meaning to cireum-
elze; circumcization being prohibited by Syrisen persecutions, the
guther will now maeke them suffer by foreing circumeision upon the
foe; a paigfnl operation for an adult)
Vs, 14 =12~ The wish to destroy the snemy revesated.
This is ané@her fearure characteristic of the Macc. Ps.
found hers.
Purthermore, note the intense monctheistic faith in vs, 13« enemy
can't meke him fall, for God is his help.
Vg 14= the Lord is Hie strengbh, song, and salavation.
Vs, &0~ God has answered Hirm,
This also shows that & Macc. interpretater of God is speaking
‘will punish enemy!?
We cannct overlook the spirit of freedom implied in €eZe Vo Thb,
10b, 11k, 17b, 18b, 19b, ("Iwill not die for T will live and tell
God's wonders; He just chastened me but unto death he 4id not give
me up, Let me praise Him"}, Does this not indicate that the psalmist
is drawing & breath of relief from the miserable eloudy days pictured
in the 44, 74, 79 Pss.
In 74 the enemy says (W11 DJ)) "We will destroy them together.”
In vg. 17 of thés Ps. the pselmist mekes sure that the enemy will not

realige his purpose-
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The ?@aimist must be guite independent if he can speak thus. Are
not these words and spirit of freedom implied in sccord with the
feeling of the Mace. victors?

But beginning with vs. 21, I suspeet that another Psalmist
is speaking. It‘baars a heavime&@ of tone, 2 complication of style,
and hes not that felieity, ease, and fluency of the former part.

Tt is more mediteted upon and does not breathe the same spirit.

There is & conbroversy with regerd to the w&ré}@hﬁ in ve. 2%, Some
think thet)l¥ (4] here means the rejected Israel who is now becoming
the chief corner~stone of the world; cther believe that?;yﬁ might
mean the Hasmonean family, who were overlooked heretofore, and have
become now the chief pride of the Jews. Others again, believe that
thig entire portion wes written in the time of Nechemiah, and that
the stone refers to the corner-stone laid for the rebuilding of the

temple, ‘
Many great events in Jewish History heve been thought off,

in which this Ps, as it stands, might have been written:

1. The ereetion of the altar of burnt offering 536 BsC.

2., Poundation of the sedond temple 535 B.C »

%, Dedieation of the same temple in 515 B.C.

Cheyne s8ys, that Number 1 & 2 are cut of the question
because the asuthor refers to the temple as being already completed,
and number 3, (namely B15 B.Ce) is out of harmony with the exuberant
ﬁpizit of independence and martial order in the Ps. Chegne attribules
the Ps., to the purification ané reconsecration of the temple by
Judaes 165 B.G. (1 Mace., ch. 4 vs. 37=59) (2 Macec. ch. 10, vs., 17)
This occasion is Ffully adaguate to explain alike the tone and the

expression of this festal song.
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It alsc has a parallel in 44, vs., 4 *Thy right hand doeth

valiantly, is exalted, doeth valiantly (a Macec., passags) {ef. with

e,

&

v8. 15 of this Ps.) (cf. ve. 21 with 1 Macc. 4, vs, 30-33) ur,

Cheyne remards thet the word ¢N  in vs. 27 means that Jehovah no$

Zeus isg God.

It was he who hath given us light, {vs. 27)

He thinks this reference alludes to the illuminetion which gave rise
to the second name of the dedication festival ("The ZLights™)

The reference to the branches and altar horns in vs. 27, refers 1o
some rite that was practiced in the temple at a later and very
likely also at as early & period as 168 B.C..This 118%h Ps. might

be the first sbtrain used as & dedication hymn which reawsksned their

melody, I Mace. ¢ vs, 5497
“@ 2052002389 000e0 ¢ 88 0ORP L0600 90 G0OGH O 06O

Ps. 33 is anocther type of praise giving hymn. The historiecal
background is rather plain; somewhat akin to 118%th Ps. (See 118 vs.15,
20and vs. 16 Ps, 33)

V8. 1=3 show an unsurpassed enthusiasm as a result of & remarkable
deliverance. {3ee c¢h, 4 vs. 54 1 Macc.,) A new song is asked for,
because new times have come upon Israel.

The entire Ps, bears & note of eestacy, excitement, an@
enormous gratitude to the Almighty hand.
It is 2 smooth and easy liturgical Ps.
Vss, 16=17 might be sung by Judas Macc. €s the description of Judas®
gharacter and implielt faith in God, in 1 VMecc. i8 in accord with

these verses,
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Bus, perhaps as others garmiSeég this hymn was sung when Cyrus
has given the Jews the opportunity to reburn to the much longed for
land, If this be the case then vs. 10,13,14,15,16,17 & 19 lose
helf their meaning.

Points of resemblance between 33 & other Mace. Pss,
help %o assign it to the same periocd. We shall consider, howsver
the lenguage and relationship to other Pss. subsequently. There
are other points which deserve our atbention.

l. The works of God's wonders mentioned in ves., 5=7 is &
commen feature of the Macc. Ps. ecge 44 vs. 2, 74 vs, 13-17. Does
not vs. 4 & 5 give you the impression that; it pays after all %o
have faith in God in spite of all calamity, for indeed he execubes
justice in the end.

&s In vss. 8,10,13, God is not only the God of Israsl; but

all the inhebitants of the world shall fear His Holy Yame.

general during the period of the sexile, and still more so during
the Macc. age.

Ve, 10 also implies the fact that God frustrated the evil designs of
the heathen(from conquering the Jewish religion) .

In vse 18, he implies; that, happy is the man who has gone in God's
way and not in the way of the heathen, for after all those that
feared His name have won out in the end,

Vs. 14, cannct be overlooked, the(i@ea of God's relation to man is
expressed in a individualistic sense. He knows the doings of each
man and thus each one is responsible to him. This is & l1late
concepbtion of the relation between Israel and Jehovah ( See Peters

He 0of R of H ¢h,._on Messighanie Hope)
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The implieit faith in God's nmight 18 expressed in vs. 16 & 17,
a sommon feature of the Macc. Ps. {ﬁa%e V8. 7T, Ps. 44, ve. 13, 14,
of Ps. 60)
This conecsption haé s parallel in 1 Wecc. c¢h. 3, v8, 19 namely the
intervention of God for deliverance.
Vs, 19 implies that it was & question of life and death not in
accord with the return from Babylon. |
The language 1s also of late date.
Vs. 5 1. NN
Vs, 7 1 031 .
2, 73)‘53 .

These partieciples used for the finite verb is in late Aramaic style

Recause of:

ot
1
5]

eferences to divine &id in vietories I NMace. ¢h.d v8.,19 {cf. 353
vs, 16 & 17)

2. Joyful temple worship with song, music and shouting.

B, Universalism of ocubtlook, vss. 8,10,15,14,

4, Refsrence to Job,{ef Ps. 33, ve, 7 with Job ch. 38 vg. 2Z.

5. ¢f. Ps, 33 vs 17 with proverbs ch. 21 vs. 31 [shows the Ps., is8
of late date.)

A11 these points ssrve as evidence that this cannot be

8 Ps, of the Persian but is most likely of the Vase. periocd.

Perhaps we should consider ancther of the Hallels,
Po., 149 is held by Some as & Mace. eompogition, I have no doub%
but that the eritics are right in their assumption. The entire Ps.
every verse of which is full of the atmosphere and life of the Vacc.
age. It is also a Ps. in which is reflected, the latfer and happier

stage of the period,
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The suthor celebrates & splendid vietory; emphasizing the faés, that

Y N %D@g N . . P .

it is th mrﬁﬁfﬁﬁm@ are espeecially interested. On this osecasion God

taketh pl%&sar@ in ths meek, and beautifies them with salavation,vs.4.
Tsrael is exhorted to praise Jehovah, its maker, who has

restored it to & position of dignity end honor: a vietorious trivmph

over all the nations in the world is aweited for with confidence.

¥s, 1 is similar to the 2nd vs. of the Mace. 33rd Ps. w

Tn the 1atter part of vs. 1 he mentions the congregation of the

In vs., b, he m@mtiong@A”dAJ&gain calling them to rejoice with glory;
*let then ‘be happy for they (0*'On) have high praises of Goed in
, .

their mouth and two edged swords in their hand.® ten we not see
that the use of the word®estshere, is not simply to designate as is
often done, the pious bub %ﬂ~h@?éf@e&ﬁg definitely, & party of saints,
well known during the Mace. struggles as the Hassideans. Another
point in favor of & Maee, date is thate-
vs. 7 tells us that the swords which the pious hold 2are for executing
vengence on the heathen foe.
Vss. 8=9 express still stronger the same desire for revenge gy bind
their kings, with ch&ins; and their nobles with fetters of iron.f
To execube upon them the judgementbsccsocccscos”
fh@&e words suit the spirit of the Maea; days, ef. Ps. 83, vss.,14=18)

Partienlar attention must be paid te Ve. 1 where he speaks

of the ‘eongregation of the pious.' This reference is compared to

the 'eompany of Hassideans' mentioned in 1 Macce ch. 2, v8. 42.
This Ps. has the same structure as the other Hallels but is more
warlike, It is dovbtless expressive of revengefull military gpirit
of the Wacc. times. Note-two edged sword (vs. 6) perhaps refers

to sword dance practiced in the temple after gaining vietories. A

two-cdged sword here means rather a sword of months and not as it
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does (in Judges e¢h. 11, vs8. 16, a sword of war) but a devouring
gword. Judas Wacc. joined battle with Nicanor "contending with their
hands and praying with their hearts to God." & Maec. c¢h. 15, vs. 26,87,
Iwould aszign this Ps. to the pericd of the Hasmon. because of:
1. The religious ardour.
2., The consciousnsss of vigorous strength.

National love and enthusiasm,

&3
@

fiaN
@

Passionate hatred of the enemy, vss. 8=9,

5, Gensral tone and particular mention of the Wacc. Hass,
party in vs 1, 5,9,

We have considered by now, the typiesl 118th Ps. also the
Z2Zrd and 149th. Some of the other Hallels however, can &lsoc be
suspected to be of Wace. origin.
with the exception of the 150th, whiech is most likely Wace, it is
hard o decide with any deBree of certainty with respect to the dher.

Cheyne thinks, that Ps. 147, another jubilant anthem, belongs bo

the same date. The general tone and structure is very mueh akin %o
the 33rd Ps. and if we assign it 1o the Macc. age, Ps. 14%, is
likewise written about the same time. C(ompare:

1e Ps. 147 vs. 1 with Ps. 33 vs. 1 (Praise is comely)

2. Ps, 147 vs. 6 with Pg. 33 vs, 2 (Give praise unto gGod
' with the harp)

67 {(both describe the
wonders of God end His
wisdom of governing
the world).

1
o3
w

%, Ps. 147 vs. 3-9 with Ps. s

4o Ps. 147 vs., 10, with Ps. 33 vs. 16-17,

5, Pg. 14% vs. 11, with Ps, 33 vs. 18,

In Ps, B3 vs., 5 he makes use of the participle for the
finite verdb (a late asage) in 147 vs. & he uses the particizple

in the same way.
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Ps. 147 dependis on a grest many other Pss. 135, vss. 3,8, 104, vs. 14

& vS. 10«11, Ps. 33, vs. 16=18 etec.

It is thus & late Ps. for the clder compositions are mueh more originel.
The parts of 147 says Briggs, are very loosely connected; he thinks
that it might be used as 1, &, or 3 Pssg. according to liturgical
gireumstances,

Ps. 146, is held by Cheyne also &s Mace. He does not state
glearly his reasons but I believe that he assumes that date on the
ground that 146 and 147 are closely alike in & much as they deseribe
the same situation and same circumstances. V8. 3, for instance of
146 has the same idea as vs. 10 of 147, and as vss. 16-17 of Ps &3,

The confidence in Yawah &s the God and dnly God, pointed
out in vs. 5 is & common Ffeabure of the laecc. PTs.
God's goodness and merey expressed in vss. 7-9 is the same as the
contents of vss, 6,8,9, of 147,

Ps. 148, alse depends on meny obther Pss. (103, vs., 6, vs. Ya, 145 vs 15
105 vs. 20)

Vs, 4 is eited in 1 Mecc. ch. 2, vs. 63 b. The Ps. has three
Aranmaisms {very late date)

1. The relative isﬁgg of ve 3b.

2. Vs, Ba .

Bopadicplesinys, &7, 8549 %

4, _ _v8., Bb, as 119, vs. 18)

Also this Ps. is reasonably Maccabean.
699&@@@@6@569@086066&@@@@‘a@%@3@69@306@36@ﬁe@

Pg, 148 resembles the others of the group of Hallels fo some

axtent but I see nothing definite that would make 1t stand ont as

8- Macs. Ps.



to Israel,
These words of great emotion and ecstacy are very likely Irom the
pen of & Vace., psalmist, but I do not see how "These words words

would lose half their :

K

neaning if interpretited at another period.
{Cheyne)

1.%he conception of Jehovah in vs., 13, the only God of the universe.

é

2.The resemblance of vs., B of this Ps with ¢ of vs. 33,
%.The reference in vs., 14 "The horn" (meéning perhaps the Hassodeans)

4,41 80 the similer way in whieh he deseribes God' s mirsculous deels

A11 this might place 146 alsc among the Veec. Pss, but I believe

that inspite of this similarity of structure,the Ps, can with

quite good reason be ettributed to ancther dage. e.g. time of
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P, 1B0 is just full of Joy and Nacc. spirit,

TH ig an ecstatic, beavntiful,

Cnds

ubilant, little hymn. It is somewhat

s

a8 Macss
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gimilar to th
L1lso here, God is too wonderful for expression. With every fibre of
hig being the psalmist summons to pley, sing, dence and rejoice for
God has holpen Israel.

It is very much counsistent with the account given in

1 Mace. @&@4 vsesY(0of the hilarity end exuvberant feeling of joy

o

thet was evident &t the celebration of ©

et
’_Y’

e rededication of the

temple by Judas 165 RB.C.)
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We camnot help, but see & vivid picture of the band of

enthusiasts overfilled with emotion (a2s 811 the Semitas are in tinme

wd

of supreme happiness) cheer and dance, rejoice and prai%ggfﬁing and
exhalt because of God's intervention on their behal?, was'nt this
the spirit we felt on Armistice day Nov. 11, 19189
4s T have already mshitioned before, the two groups of Pss,
1. namely 44, 74, snd 79,
£, 146<=1EB0 can stand side by side just a8 the former is penetrated
with darkness, horror, and gloom, so is the latter group saturated
with escstacy, joy and heppiness. Just as in group 1, prayer, faith,
hope are expressed so in group 2, & praise for the realization of hopes
iz uttered.
If 44, 74, 78, 83, and 60 ars representative of the early
Stage of the Mace., periocd, =o Pss, 146~150 are withount doubt produets
of the later and happier stage of the same period.
4nd now, knowing the @ri%@ria of these typical Pss, some of
which are surely Mace. while othars are plaveibly of this date, I
would like %to apply these criterisa and +test some of the others,
whether or nct they also can be considered as Pss, as deting from this
period, MNcPadyen in "His Vessages of the Psalwists” divides then into
groups according to conbents and subjeect matger, viz.
le Pss, of Adoration.
2. Pss, of Reflection,
Z. Pss, of Thanksgiving.
4, Pss. of Celébration of Worshizp.
5. The Historicsel Pss,
6, The Impreeatory Pss.

7¢ The Penttentional Pss,
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16, ?sg& coneerning the universal reign of Jehovah,

It will also be to some of these groups, of classified poems, préyers,
and song, to which we can direct ocur attention in the hope of finding
some other lyries (besides those we dealt with), belonging to the
Macc. age. But which speeific groupfé is liable to contain such?

If we asgk whether they are found in group 1 or 2; cur answesy must be
negative for the rsason that most modern crities (on aceount of lack
of intermnal evidence) have not laid suspicion as %oaaﬁy of them heving

originated during that period. The same applies o group 4,5,9,10,

TS e D RBYH O LS Ve HOOHOPE ST RO 0 O W

Tet us pause for & moment and svrmérize the criteria

for determining Macc., Pss, already discussed,
More or less in detail 1t would besg=

1. The Wace. Ps8, are characteriged by expressing & naticnal
humiliation {(¢f. Ps. 44, 60)

2. & plaintive cry from the people.

3, (ruel persecution for religious fidelity. {Ps. 44 vs. 21)

4, Hatred and vengence toward the enemy (Ps., 78, 83)

o

b Prayer for and faith in divine intervention for vietoriss
g"@gm V&’Q)

6. & ery for deliverance (Ps, €60, 79)

7« 4 unigue church feeling (Ps. 74 vs. 2 and intense monotheistie
fgith Ps. 8% vs. 18}

gl

8. Bod is deseribed &s God of Love as well as Power (Ps. 74,vs.1l2 £f)

9+ & penetration of hope through darkness i3 evident in the Pss,

10, The fundamental note 1s His Tove and Merey (Ps. 118,149,150)
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on this ground it is reasonable to appesl %o Him in gpite of
8ll seeming wrathe.

11, Praise for remarkable deliverance (Ps. 150)

12, Divine Tove [Note refrain His Love is everlasting Ps. 118)

Because the Pss. of groups 3,6,7,8, Ps. &1éssifi@é on P.46
vear these characteristics viz, pebtition, imprecation, and penitence;
it will be to these groups thet we can apply wi th the possibility to
£ind Mace. Pss; &s their chief features resemble some of the griteris
we have enumerated sbove.

Suspieion falls chiefly upon Pss.(102,143,69,109,144,139);
to be of Mace., origin {aside of those we have already deal% with
previocusly),

Tet us then briefly consider Pss, 108,143,69,109,144,139,

Ps. 102 is e pleintive cry from the people of Zion whose ¢ity is in
ruing and the prayer that by the grace of the eternal God, their eity
may yet be restored to glory. The emphasis laid upon the destruetion
as such would srmul the idea of & Mecc. date for this Pss. as in 1 Mace
he speaks that the cilty gabes merely were burned by Antiochus and that
the city as a whole was not laid waste to the extent deseribed.
Although the thought of the Ps. generally speaking would conform %o
the assumption of & Mace. origin in eccord with the criterium (Nobe
vss 18,13) (No. 9 above).

Note vs. 16 (Messianic tendensy)

vs., 21 {Persecution); Vs. 82 Mace. &im); (vs. 86, charasberistic of
Yacc. Psa) (Vss. 27 and 28 Necc. religious conseption).

& B saa@.eaaﬁnaaes@aeaaaesaaaeecaeaeﬁeﬁa@a@eﬁ

Ps. 143 vs. 3 appears o be Macc. the nature of the snff-

i%s intensity; prayer for deliverance vs. 7; from the enenmy vS. 93
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v8. 12 - vengence praysed for (Vace. char); vs., 10 does not sesm to
be of Wacs. stmosphere &s the Ps, mey be Wece- no certainty.

P, 69 very intense suffering (Macc. characteristie) vs. 8 strikingl

Mace. in keeping with the thought with the other Yacec. Pss.

eEg. P8, 44 vS., 28 , vs, 17 and 18 very strong prayer, ve, 25

vengence expressed (similar to Ps. 79 vs. 6) vs., 29 late religious go
ception. On the whole reasonably g Mace. Ps.

Ps. 109 (compare vs., 1 with Ps. 83 vs 1); & very intense Ps; the
eurge is striking must be directed towards & persecubting enemy; bhut
on the whole more prophetic than Wace, Wots vs, 16-19,

P&, 144, vs., 1 and 2 may be Mace. vss. 3 and 4 akin to the thought
in the 90th Ps, very restful, meditative, philosorhie, not likely

to have been written during stern Wace. times., Vengence.

788, 6-11 very much akin %o thought and siruceture of other Wace. Pss.

2 [ T T g 2 2w oA " e v s g9 2 .
In this meyner we pply ocur eriteris and draw our coneclusions,

T
view {compeletion of Psalter P,1-9)

2. From the view of the point of reasocn.

{Macc. pd. great stimuluos for outburst of psalmody
Pages ¥=186)
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