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PREFACE

Í rcish to thank especially my advisere Rov" V" J'
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i{' Smithe J" Jacksone G' J\' Sohultze and. J" Tor'¡nsond. were

hoi.pfuL and. muoh appreciated.' i{y rosoarch was rnad.o oasior by
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Provincial Arohlves of Saskatehe'çran (Regina) e tho NatíonaL

Archlveeu and. the Manitoba Provincial Library, T am grateful as
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conpleting this thesis"
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.qBSTAi\CT

This thosis is a historical analysie of Treaty Nursber

Four from tho timo of its slgning in 1B'r4 untíl 1905 r,¡han the

area covered by this treaty became part of tho nelrly-formod- pro*

r¡ince of Saskatehonan' Both dates aro signifícant' In I814E the

Ind.lan peopl€ inhabiting the lrestern part of present*d.ay i'lanitoba

an¿ tho southern part of Saskatcher.ran lrere a roal foree wíth which

the Canadian government had to oontend.g ln lpo)e duo to the ínflux

of a large agrarÍan population the southern part of tho ñorthtqest

Territorles was transforrned. into tho provinces of ¡llborta and. Sask*

atohewan" The Ind.ian population aff€cted by Treaty Nunber Foure

which had. remained. reLativelf oonstant at about four to fivo

thousand r¡ras no longeæ an lmportant factor in Canad.ian politics

and. llfen

Treaty Number Four, l-ike other troatiee of the i{orthtrest

was requlred. to eatisfy Ïnd"ian clains to the land. and to provid.e

them with the rnoans to mahe a better life ' Settlement d.emand.ed'

that the governmênt extinguish the Ind.ian titles and alear the

natives from the deslred. aro&s" tho governrüentg by ostablishing

reserves under the treaty seheno r.¡anted. at the samo tíme to neet

Indian noed.s foæ tiroir own t¡olfaro and. that of the nevr inhabltants'

To d.o thlse tho government employed- the uuotrd. Blble-ploughi8

approaoh. Tho varioue chureh d.enominations set out to Christian-

lze tho Ind.lanse thereby subst,ltuting thoir so*callecL primitive

religion or paganism rqfth & ¡tol@ enlightened formal religion"

Governruent agencies årfed. to galn Tnd.lan co-oporation to ineti,tute



farmíng sYstems'

pondent 
"

Thls l.rould make the Ind-ians oconomioally inde-

The final ohapter fe a rsvfo'Íf ancl asnessment of various

a,qonolos and. polloios {n d.ernllng ¡v1th od.uootlone oooflolnicÛe and'

other oultural aopooto of the natlve poopLo' It deaLs lrith tho

Benorel Tndian Affaírs poliotes as they affected tho soclaL d.e*

velopment Of the natlve people und.er îreaty Number tr'our*

va
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¿ABREVTÀTTONS

The listed. abbreviations ¡rere usod. as folfolrsa

P, À" C, for Public Arohivos of Canad'a

P" Âu l¡i" for Publlc .Àrchlvee of l'lanitoba

F, A, S. (Reg,ina) for ?ublie Archíves of Saskatche¡ran

viå



II'ITROÐUCTIOIü

]{hen tÍanitoba Ì{.aB oreated. a provinoe in l8?os there

renalned. .a vast area to tho north antL the rqest callod' the North*

west Territoriese a rogion mainþ d-evoid of white settlemonts and'

stí11 unorganized' The Inclian population of tho territories r'rost

of &lanitoba conslstod. of the Assiniboinos, tho Plains creose and.

tho Saultê&üxq .&loxand.er Mo¡rise f,ieutenant Governor of Manitoba

and. the Northwest Teffiitoriese j-n an official report requested

tbat the a1ea to be covered. by Troaty Nu¡nber ]lour to be d'ealt 1¡íth

inned.iateþ" He d.ivid.ed. that reglon into tno nain tracts" The

first ono extended. from the QusAppelle I,alco to the intornational

bound.arye northward to tho South Saslcatohowan Rivor and' vrostl'¡arå

to the cyprose HíLls" ln this traote he estimatod. the populatio¡t

to bo nade up of 600 Saulteaux'and BO0 * 1E000 Plaine Crees' Tbe

seoond. area extend.ed. eastward. from the first to the westwarð

bound.ary of Treaty Numbor Two and. north'ç{ard. to the saskatchor¡an

River and. includ.od. about i.eOOO Saulteeux and- Cree'#, In the same

reporte he estimated. the Àsslnfboine Bopulatlon to be 2eoo0

-LÊOUl.Ë @

The ostimated. aroa ced.od by thts treaty was Êexrenty-five

2
thousand. Êquaro nilee,ó l,lost of the land. to the north nas of the

hr""+ gæe Ketcheson Collectíone let*r,er from Alexandor
Þlorris to tho l,linieter of tbe Interiore ottar'rae Julye L8?3e Publie
Ârchlves of Manltoba"

2au ge, Â lexand.er c Ëhe ægg----Û-e¡E ê't *JL .Nqr*"}Ue E-t e J' l'ove 11

anê Sons Printeree 188te p' 54. Soe *lppendix lÏ'
ssee ÅPpondix f"
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parkland. typo wliich rocod.erl iirto tho prairie type to the south*

Afexand-er i,logis, r¡¡iting to Primo iriinfster ¡lloxand'sr l'lci{enzie

earl-y in 1B?4u d-escribod the area as follor'¡ss

This region o o ' is a beautiful country r'¡Íth a
vêry aiid, olimate (iltegtule)" Thore is an abun*
d.ance of excellont aoal and- fino graøing and'

arable land.* 3

Althougb the olimate ma¿r not have been as mild. as lriorrís piotured.

itE the land vas indeed. arable and suitablo for agricultural

settleraentn The land ln the river valleys witþ its abund.anee of

water and. tlmber would. be partioularþ a^opealing to land- seekors'

The Aesinibolnesg a Souian tribe, and' the Creesg of

Algonquian stocke were established. Plalns people' The Assiniboines

ha¿ 1on6ç been alIied. ¡vith tbo Crees and are sometimes creclited-

with having taught the xatter the art of horsemanship and. the r'raye

of the Pla.ins Ïnd.ians*4 The Saulteauxu also of Algonquiaa stocke

resided. to the northeast of the Pl-ains crees and. rreæe friend.lg

with them** .411 of these tnd.ians also acquired. some foode

clothlngu and. anmunÍtion through the fur tlad'eo5 This 'was par-

tioularþ true prior to 1B?0 when the Hud'sonos Bay Cornparçy bad. a

legaL monopoly of trad.e with the Ind.ianse and. the fur trad'e was

3$p"",igl"A=.""e 
-oæe-gå! * e lifaroh 16 e 18?4'

4,iand.eLbaume D* G"e Å$t,þqggQlofllqal gaperse lsow

Amerloan lduseum of NaturaJ- ilistorye 1940s Vol" ffiXVlle
page L6)'

q,2Sh*"p, Paul F"c We l'iiruroaPolls,
Society of Montana editionp 1960e page 43'

&$ee APPenôíx IÏÏ"

Yorke
par*u ïïe

I{istorie aå
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Bti1l important. Åfter 1870, l¡ith the eorning of compeiition and

ths ¡rid.er use of liquor in trad.oe the ind.uctry impoverished aLl

tho Tndtans ¡athor than supplied thon with good.s" Tn the con*

petítloa for buffal-o robee and furs, free trad-ers paid litilo
6attention to the Indianso nood.s or wslfare, Thís trade causod.

ind.iscrfminate slaughteríng of the buffalo in particular and

oaused. alarm among resid.ents of the Canadian Northwest during tbe
7,

lBJ0r su I

Tho Creose who had. devoloped. ånto a ?lalns tribo during

the eightoenth and. nineteenth conturj.es r^rsre the most nurnêrous

tribe to bo treated rvith Ín 1874" Duríng the third. quarter of

the oentu4re their population r.ras d.epleted bocause of tno nain

faotors *- lrar and. epid.orniosu tho latter being the nore devasta-

ting' Àccord.íng to f,oechrnane smallpox strusk the Ind.ians severaL

timee €ven as late as L869"8 T^Iar par*ios against the neighbouring

Slackfoot had. aLwqys taken their toLl of young rneno The abund.ance

of buffalo on the prairies unttl the 1860¡ s Ín<ticates that the

prairies could. have sustained, a much larger populationu but even

0
ldor.ris Ppi:er_se f,ieutenant GovernorBe Colloctione letter

from Ed.r¡ard. McKay, a forrner employeel of the Ïiud.son0s BAy Comparly
and. a trad.er on tho Plainsr d.ireoted. to "Àlexander ldorris by Pasoal
Breland.e a pronínent lIalf-Erood.. l'lay 2J., 1B?3e P"A"l,l@ '

7
'Jþ4.e Feb" 2e 1875" The lialf-SreecLs from tho eueAppelle

region along witn sevoral tree and Saulteaux chiofs petitioned.
tho Northwest Territories council- to protect the buffalo by passlng
ordinanoee against wintering on tho PLains for buffal-o huntingo

A-teeohmans D,p SJ:,ti¡e Tqibes of Canadau Torontoe 1rl, J,
Gago and Co"e trp)?p p, 106,
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thon trade w&s to striks at the vory heart of tho buffalo and- ro*

d.uce it to a d.ismal fen' Tn tho eastern-most part of thís treaty

arêae the buffal-o had practleaLLy dísappeared- by 1B?4s but the

Incl.ians wer6 still able to hunt ít near the Cypress lfills Brrç1

&cros6 tho lntornational bordsr" Eyen beforo IB74E there were

slgns that the coring of Europoan civilizat"ion and. 's¡anton killing

for trading purposes had dininåsbeô the buffalo population to th.e

extent that the Plalns Tndians w@rç often red.uced. to starvation

and. d.estitutione9

3y LB73e most reportg of traderse missionariege and other

r@Êid.Ênts of the Northr.¡eet lnd.icated. that conditlons were fa'r from

satisfaetory for the fndiane' Partþ bscause of the rvido use of

llquor as a trad.ing oommodity and. partly booause of the reduc*ion

of the buffaloe tbe Indians were quieki.y bein6. d.e¡noralized. and"

innpoverished'. Earþ in 1873e Ed'lrard I'tcKay wrotes

Tho state of mattors on the plains is most criticaJ.
and. d.angorouse and d.ornand.s immed.iato attention of the
Government, the T¡rd-ians aro in great d.istrosse and
beg of tbe Govornmont officlal ínforraation regaæding
theÍr future welfare" lO

Tn an official memorand.un to tho }.iiníster of the Tnteriore l[orríse

tooe potnted. out the rapåd d.iminisbing of the buffaLo and tbe

9no", F.
Toronto ?rosse
the subjeet,

G'q !-h<r_J[or@e Univorslty of
1951c Þ" 148" This is an exoeflcnt treatiue on

10_.-l'{orrís*Pægge lieutonant Gov-orntrBs Colloctione sTho

State or ffi rn ttto North'rvostsr nenora:rd.i,xu sont to the
&Íeutenant Governor Of *he Northwest Terrítoriosu F'.4.$['



5

d.estltution of tho rnd.i*ns"11 Two ÏIa1f-lreed.s sont on separato

missions in 1B?3 substantiatocl the olaims that much unrost 1'rås

evid.ont ln tho Northwest d.tte partþ to the lack of food ancl' partly
12

to trad.ing practices.*' The so-callod. slrar*lj-keE Ind.ians of the

Plains $€16 suffieiontly unoasy that Pascal- Brolande a prominent

Half-3reed. from the I,trhite Horso ?lains was sent on a good'-r+íll

nissÍon ¡¡est of l[anitoba and. along the South Saskatchewan Riveæ'

3reland. 'wes sent by Àlexand.or lrlorris

@ e o po*T los i.nforrner qr.lsj-J.s ne sont pas ouhlåez (siei
par la Reinee nf pa:r Êes serviteuts tanad.iens* Voue
âtes autorisd à les dire au nom d-€ Ia Reine qusun d-e

a€s sorviteurs offioials (sic) lee vlsiterons (sic)
1sêtd prochain' 13

The l¡rdians aLÊo yiewed. the invasion of their territory by Ealf*

Sreeês Tflith misgivlngs*

Tho Tnd.ians d.Õ not approve of the Half:Sroeds hunting
in the ?Lains and. ¡tould. vio'çE nith d'isfavour arly enig-
ratlon of Whites or HaLf*Breeds until they have been
vistted. and. treaty arrangements oonolud.ed." 14

't 'l
'fuo-r:is--!ge Ketchesonis l,etter Boolc Collection Gv

Letter to-ãñffii"t'e" of tho rnteriore August 26e 1B?3e P"A"II"

I2Th"uu tr¡o Half-Breode wero Ja.mos i,{cKay and. John Norcluay
who played. lmportant rolos |n tho Northrvost and. in lilanitoba'
During the early poriod of the htstory of tho Northr'reste tho word.
sEalf-Breod.e normally referrod. to d.esconclents of Englieh:speaking
and. Ind.ian paronts' The r,¡ord el'fe'bise referred. to cþfld.ron of
F*rench-spoaking and. Ind.ian pàrents. fn *his thesisr the word
sHalf*3reed.s lri1l be used to refer to either gtoup since g¡letfeg

and. lHa1f-Breed.8 are nol^Í used. intorchangeably"
t{*'!Log!s_3gpæe Kotcheson8s Lotter Sook Ge Letter to

vrinister ffiteriore Au,gust 26, LB?3c P.A'}i"

I&---T'lorris*þprye Lf"euienant Governors s Co13-eotione
secretaryffiffi-3t Temitoråes tou¡rcll to I'fomise lvlercb pe

LB?4s P,A,M,



F--

b

I,Iith the oed.ing of 1ancl by tlio }iuclsonus Bay compaqy to tho

Dominion €iovolnmont in lBJO, tho Incliansô approhonsion bocarno more

acute. Tho govoïnmont had. nranlfostod cLosigns of sottling part of

the Northvost in tho aroa along tho South Saskatcher'¡an River and.

near Princo .A1berå, Those plans oarne in d.íreo.t conflict r¡ith the

Ind.ianss communal use of land. for hunting and. fishlng" Thore nore

aclmirabLe examples of this confLíot in the United States where

the lndians had. y1e1ded. to enanifest d.estå4ys expressed in terme

of land.-grabbing treaties,.and often re-fnforeed' þ the rnusket'15

rn 1B?4, the situation r¡as ripo to persuad.e tbe Ind.lans to gilre

up their land.e so that Canad.a oould e:cpand. settlement westwatd..

Before the goverrunent d.eemod. lt exped.ient to acte tbe Tnd.ianÊ could-

have heard. the clicke clíok of tho telegraph' Iong before thise

there ha¿ boen clarnouring f¡om varlouß people includ.ing governmont

offioials such as l,leutenant Governor lrlorris for the extinguishing

of the Ind.ian titles to their land.s fn tho Northwost' By 1873e

Land. beyond. the western and. northern boundari.es of l\ianitoba bad.

been olaimed in the name of the Great l,tothere the q,ru"*.16

'ìÊ
'äillingtone R" A"y @g Ner¡ Yorke The

Maernillan Conparlyu 1967 
"

Jacksone Helene À Oentgr.-r¡*. gL Dish,oirogre l'linneapolisu
Ross and. Hainese lBBi-*

16--rreary Number Tno extend.ed. beyond. the ilanitoba bound.ary
and had. been signed- in 18?1' Ì'[ar4y peoplee includ.ing Lieutenan*
Governor l,iogis and. rnenibore of the Northr'¡est Territorios Councils
received. Ð. moro favourable hearing frora Prårao l'linistes l'/icKenzie
than that reeeived. fsorn forrner Prime Mínister John .A' l'laod.onald'
1{o d.oubt Frimo Þiinister l{cKenzio with his CLear Grit view of,
'vrestern expansion was favourebLe to setti.ing this Ëtlgâo
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AftertheCanacliangovernrnontacquirod..r,lre}Jorthlrest

Tsrritories from the llud-son0s 3ay companyu l-al*-lessnoss and' dis*

ord.er provailod. in the rogion* ä'iie lludson0s 3ay company had' ro*

linquished. its role as J.ar,r givor a¡rd. had. ceasod- oven to pclíce the

fur trade, Not only were thero !0ore iIlegal hùnting ancl trad'ing

practicesubutcrimewentunptrnished.sincethere],fasnoIegal

machine to curb suoh practioeu.U Archibald I'icDonal¿e chåef

trad.eratFortElliegusubstantiated.thispointwhenhetr¡otec

Rest assured. that it ì.1111 be for the benofit of both
thecornpan¡rand.thegovefnlnerrtthattroopsbesentup
here ¡eiotã th" end of Marah' 18

Healsostated.thatlnd.ianshad'raid-ed.stosesforsuppliesat

Touchsood. Hil]s and' Fort ?e11y' Tn iday of 1B?3g the follolríng

ínfornation was sent to L'iout'enant Govornor I'iorriss

The whole country and' peopl-ê aÏe in a restl'oss state'
Thelawsagainst-liguoranapoisonareutterlylgnoredg
ín consãq,rãtou of báing no exeoutive government' 19

Il.f,eetradorsglnclud'ingÀnerioanggwerêamongthor'rorstviolatore

of the la¡¡ in the Canad'lan Nortlrwest Territories'

l?Pol"orrfng of anlmals
comnod.íty hacL been banned'e but

encl the use of liquor as a trad'ing
trad"ers ín the Northwest continued'

to use them'

lþo=gi"" ?"o"g"e l,ieutenant Governor8 s 0ollootione Fobruary

lls lB?3e-flm.
t9Jt¿ê'e lrtaY 21e

McKay was subetantiated
Northweet"

1B?3" Thís information given by Ëdrvard'

by'nnost of the reports ooming out of tbe



In faot that the Lan+s &ro infringod" oponly and-

boastingly Þyi .[o""icans and Âmorican Ha]-f-Sreeds
are constantl¡r trading on Britísh T'emitoryr and-

opposing Sritish subjects r'¡ith contraband- goodo and'

liquors" 20

In an officlal and confidential communication in ldarche f.874g

Alexander }iorrise writin6 to the itiinister of the Interior saide

The affld.avit givos some lclea of the extent of the
liquor traffiou and. nontions that poisoning of fiu-
bearlng animals is carried. out to a large oxtente ln
one case !0O wolves having been killod by one party. 2J.

One of the more glaríng o¡ampLes of atrocious orimes comrnftted. by

trad.êrs conoorns the killing of a grôup of Ind.ians tn the remote

wêstn In tho sprlng of 1873e tlronty-slx Àssiniboines were murd'or*

od. and. lstho boqr of the chief was treatod. r,¡ith poculiar barbarltye

it having been lmpaled. on a stakee and. then placed on a high
92hL1l,u," Although the names of the ringload.ors lroro lcnown in thi.e

klll1nge llttle had. beon done by 18?4 to bring them to justlce'

The problems brought about by free trad.ore wero onJ.y one facior

whlch oeused. tho resldent Tndians to view their posåtion ¡rftb mis-

23
$1van$Bo

Tbe Siouxe considerod. trad.ilional onerniee of the Saulteaux

Ind.ians, had. moved. northward- ln searob of the buffaloe in seaæoh

zbr""ig :g3.""e Lieutonant Governorss Colleoti-one May 21e

18?3e P'Àî1'-
z\to""i" pgeo",p-e Ketcheson Goll-ectione confid.ential mernor*

and.un to l¡fntster of *he Tnteriore irlaroh ZBe I'B? 9 P"A"N.

22ïurd,

23shr*pu

aooormt of thåe
Paul E" s _e&__Qå3' e Ghapter 4 is an interesting
ü8'ElBêO38 o



I
of military holpe and, in flight from the united' states arrqy a'ftor

the l,ilnnosota't{ar of 1862' They oausod' concerrx to the residonts

intheNorthlgostand.in]danitoba"TheCreesand.thoAssiniboines

vlewed' thefr encroachmcnt with uneasiness but ¡vere too weak to
2/I

do very muche so they put up r.Iith thorû"¿4 In 1larchu 1873e

antlclpatingtroublefromt}reTnd.iansand'uTgod.onbyapotitíon

fÌrom the citizens of palostine (non Glad.stonee Manltoba)e

I,leutenE^nt Governor l,{orrl-s t¡-sote to Sir John Â, }tÌacdonald-g

In viel¡ of posslble complications and' to givo con-

fidenco to ãettlers in outsl<lrts of province pJ'ease

authorize cotÌ¡panJr volurteer milåtia of Palostino
urtder coromand. of Thornas Cory and' telegram authority 25
to Col. O. Snith to equip and' arm them without delayo

ThlemeBEa€leoaneonþtend.ayeafterl¡lorrlslrad.requested.the

authorltytoeendasoouttothoNorthrvesttoascertainif
B€IrittleKni.feeaslouxchiefewaslnfaotorganlzingaraid

against resid.ents of the British territorleen*26 shortly after*

ward.se the vler*s of tho citlzens of Palestine were supported' by a

petitlon fron fiigh B1uff"#' The sloux wanted' to stop the bound'ar5r

surveybutrêoêived].lttlosupportfromthelnd.iansinSritish

terrítory. The nrost important aspect of tho presence of the

including
]8?3 '
to S1æ

2fohiu situation lras roported. by sevoral peoplee

E¿ward. ivtcgaye i;-; "ãpo=t 
to Âlexand'or Morrise lrlay 18,

'fopJr:þ fepels-e Ketcheson colLoctÍone texegran
Jobn Â, Macdott*ffiffiäh zoe LB?3e P'Â'M"

?6-. . "r Þr.clø e March 10e 18?3 *

ssee ÀPPend'ix ÍVn
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Sioux in the Northr.rest r'ras that' it helped. to put pressure upon the

fe¿ersl {lovornment to bring a'bout lar,r and. order in the }trorthwest"

The prosonae of the Âmorican traclers and tho .¿Lmerican Sioux d.o*

mar¡ded. lew enforcemont"

Closoly assooiated. v¡ith tho need of a Canad.ian políce force

in Ind.tan torritory was the need. to troat with the Indiane for

their land.s, It wae commonly thought that the Ind.i¿tns of the

Northwest l¡ould. not l¡elcome tho foreign pollco force without havån€;

had their 1and. dealt r¡ith' . Although the Saultôallf,e Creese and

Assinlbolnes Ì'roro congidered, fæiende of the Sritish and. Canad.ian

pooplee precatrtions rvere taken to forewarn the Ïnd.ians of the

oommissioness0 coning in 1B?4- The task of doing this wae

assigned. to a Half*Breed.e Píeme Laveill-ler" Hfs mission was

desorlbed. a.s the aga-ntJ*pd.e of olvllization" To appease the

Indlans he was d.lrected.

@ o " to state that the Queen ls send.ing a foroe of
mounted. police into the Terrltorlos for tho proservation
of law and ord.er and- the provention of aggrossiveness on
the part of lawless Àmorican trad,ers against hor Ind.fan
subJeots" 2J

To ensurs peace of mind. among tho lnd.ianse he was to tell them

that the survêy lIno was for thoir bonofit as rqeIle that lt was

proposed. to treat with therae and that the Quoon aimed. at dealÍng

Nfairþ and. justþ" wlth them"28

211-oTl}=-Sgpgtue Låeutenant Governor 0 s eollsctlone August
3, 18?4s P3ffi

2Bïor.u"
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,{t the samo timee the a.ctivíties of tho Ha1f*I3reed.s and.

Euro-Canad.ians oaused. 1ocal officials to ask tho fodoral govern-

ment to sign treatios rulth tho ïnclians, Tho Half*Breod.s r¡ho had

loft ûlanitoba aftor 1B7O had sottled. in ths Lake QusAppolle region

and. westward along the South Saskatche,"¡an R1ver, }¡ith tho rosur*

genoe of the Riel question in 1873e they were far from conient,

Morris reported. that feelings were bad. among the Half-3reed.sg

they wanted. to Ì<eop settloment out and. Þîorris feared. that the

probleme of 1869 oould bo reBeatud",Z9 The Ha1f-Sreedse like the

Siouxe were consid.ered. lntrud.ers by the Ind.ians" The llalf-Breede

ín thls unorganizod. terrj-tory refused to reoog:rlzo tho authority

of the Northvrest Councll and. set about to establish thoir own

oouncål. 0n June 4s 1873s Morris ræote a lettsr to tbe HaLf*

Sreed lead.ers etating that they were ?rrong ln assuming that no i.a¡s

oxleted. 1n the Northr'rest" He saíd.e u0E*n reponse je d.oås rrous d.iree

quê voua etes d.ans loerreur en supposant qu0lL nsy & pas d.e lofe

en foroo d.ans les Torritoires d.u Nord, Ouest,*3O 'l.ihen he r,r¡ote tho

lettore it is true that Canada extended its jurisdiction ovor tbe

Northweet Territories and lawe exlsted. for the land." For examplee

a lavr had. been reoentþ passed. to control liquore but there $ras no

maohinory to onforoe this lnw ad.ecluatoly, -À lottor of }loræls8

reportlng Charloe Bo118s rsturn from ths Northrvost su¡rs up tho

29jf.p"fig-æ=,g,e Ketehoso:r ColLectione l,etter from lliorrfe
to Slr John A, I'Iacd.ona1d.e Soptembor 20e 1B?3e P*A'I'I,

3O-. . ' ôÈa--f!åA'e f.,etter Sook Ge June {e 1873' L¡etter to Joh¡r Flshore
Preeldent of Oounolle moetÍng heLd. May 5e tr873.
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situation as follolrse

Hoe (l'fr, ne1l) ¡ust roturnsd f¡om tho Temítori.esr and.

reports to me that a very bacl fooLlng oxlsts among the
Ind.iansu ås also that the Half-3rood.s at Lake Qu8Âppollee
claimeil *hat thers is no vlsibLe Governmont there and
no polioyu and. that tbey d.id not rvieh strangers to enter
the oountry, 3L

From the point of view of the Indians Ínhabiting the

territory soutb of the South Saskat,cheran Rivere it was urgent

that ection be taken lmmod.iately' Tho presonce of Â¡norioar¡

traderee the surveyorËe the Siouxe the settlerse and. the Half*

Sreed.se aceompanied. by a red.uction of food. supplies and La¡yless-

ness oaused. uneasiness and. hard.ships among the Assiniboineoe tbe

Plaine Creee and. tho Saulteaux, Pascal BreLand. hinsolf stated.

that the Tnd,iane r'rere Ín a state of distross but wore not propareô

to g'lve thelr land.s Ín roturn for gifts*3z Irforris r+:riting to the

Mlnistor of the Ïnterior in 18?3 stated's

In vl"ew of the fact that no treaiy has been mad.eu

although tho Tnd.ians of the country for some time
past have boon 1ed. to boliove that a comrnissioner
would bo sent to explain all matters connected. v¡ith
tbe land question, they regard, thsse new settlemonts

l1'l'lqtqi.ç P-?LeIs,e Ketcheson Oollection' Charlee 3o11 was
omployed. E-ffi-Gr--. cal Survoy Sraneh and. had. just ret,urned.
from the Northnest Territories ¡vhere survoying of the land had.
alrea{y begun in 1B?3' He subsequently beoame a noted Canad"ian
historian" Tbe letter rvas d.ated October 23e LB?3E P.A.l{"

32P*"""1 SreLand. was sent on an officiaL mission to the
Northwoet by Alexander l{orris wii;h the approval. of the fod.eral
government to lnvoetf.gate oonditlons and. to appeaso the lndåans.



with suspicÍone and' a'ree at tlre present timee in a

very unsottled. frama of mind" 33

?asquau a Saulteaux ohiefy in 1B?3e also sent word' to LLeutonant

Governor Florris that hls band. nas readlr to negotíate l¡ith the

government, lliorris eimpþ promísed that tho Great llhite Mother

was affij.ous to treat then with kínd.ness and. justice. Thís kind-

of promise gave the Ind.ians Ëome ground-s for belÍeving that th'ey

would. be treatod. equítably by the governnont whích 
"+as 

etill

refusing to d.eal with the Indians at tbts tímo because it had' been

govêrnnent policy not to treat r+ith the Ind-iarlse @vefi thoso who

wanted a treatye untål tbeir land.s lle3¡e roqulred. and. rvould. P,rove

1l ' - ' --r,benefioial'å4 In 1B?4g Pa*trray-1¡alst a Cree chiefe representing

nearþ one tbousand. Înd.ians from the Cyprese Hills wanted Ì¡to

exohange hie land for the food' and clothlng of the wtrlte man"un35

There is no d.oubt that the Indians conõtÍtuted' a reaL

threat to the peaoeful settlemont of the llorthwost' Tho Plalns

Creese often d.escribed. as a lla.rLike tribee disliked' the ooming

of the sutPveyors and. resonted. the transfer of what they oorisid'-

e Ketcheson Collectione l'r-f,iting to A'
Canpbellul, tho Interior in chargo of fnd.ian Affairs"
Ho wanted. to inrpress upon the government once again that e trêaty
lv&s essential" This time he oited. tire similar views of Rev'
Nesbitt of Prinoe Àlbertu August 4o 1873" P'Ànld"

3tf"".læ. :"p""qe Lieutonant Govornor0 6 Collectloile À"

Campbo11'"rrtirffi,}1orrisinJu1ye1B?3,said'9u'IfIamråght
in believÍng thát thoir land.s are not at prosent requirod' for the
pu.rpoõe of ãettlemente then it rvould be n'ise not to g9 -9n lfith
the- t"urties v¡hioh you have beon urging üpo't tlsols P'A"UI'

35ggggig-lg"t"e Ketehoson Colleotion l,etter Sook J"
Letter f¡oß A" Þiorris to Mínieter of the Interiore Juþ Zlu 1B?4s
P"A"lvl 

"
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ered. their lands by tho Hud-son0 s Bay Compaily to the Canad'ian

'36sovarnrnefl-ro Tho resentmsnt r'fas ro-inforcecl by the l-luclsonss 38ff

Compan¡rcshavin¡¡roceivt¡dg30090oOforlandl"¡hichthelnd.ians

tbougbt was thoirs. By 1B?4u thero were mar\y signs that the

Xnd.íans v¡anted a settlement r'ríth the Canad'ian government*

Thel.¡rinisteroftholnteriorgaltboughsyrnpathetioto

MorrissappealsgWElanotsupporteclbyÌ,iacd.ona1d-gscabinotto

authorize slorrls to troat wlth the Ind-lans in theee parte of the

North$est"Tbegovornmentexpressodtheld.eathatítwould'bø

bettertopaythechiefsgms,].lsa].arleetokeepthemund.eroontrol
17

ancl bappy rather than negotiate a treaty'''

Ïn18?4gAl-exand'erI'lorrisr'rasabletooonrrincethenew

actminietratÍonof.Alexand.er}AcKenøiethattreatíesoughtt,obe

slgned'withthenativeBofther.¡est"TnMarehg}B?4gMorrisro-

quested.David.I,aird'gtbenewl'linisteroftheTnteriorgtot,ake

promptaotioninnattersconcerningtheNorthrtest"Thenhead-

vised. sloKenzie that a treaty would' be necessary d'uring the sunmerÐ

of18?4"Ifeelsorequested'thatapolíceforceescoæsthenego-

tlatore so that the r,¡arlíke Ind.íanse part,icul-arþ the r'¡elL-a+ned'

Plaine Croes, would be heLd. in ohecku Permission ÞraÊ finalLy gcant-

ed.toMorris^tosend.Sreland.total]"tholnd.iansthattheQueenss

repre.entativoe would. meot tbem 1n Septombere IB?4v to treat wÍth

them for their land's'

-

36nru"ao"ofa q"-pggge Reporte of soveral prominent peoplee

inCIlu¿iffiive än excollont d.escription of *he

oond.ltlonsintheNorthrreatand.ofthePlainsCreeslnclination
to be troubtesã*ãr- iAfat p" 12-45s F"A*te Il"G' 27 s Tt D 10'

3?Ntorris Paperse Ketchoson CollootÍolrn--Letter from A"

camptell 'Oãiober lle 18?3s P''A*Iú'
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TREATY NJJGOTIATÍONS

In Âugustr 1B?4s a d.eputation of governmont offfciaLs and.

empl.oyees and a nurober of I{a1f-Broed.s escortod. by a police force

set out frorn Fo¡t Garry to Qu8.Àppelle Lalce where the Ïnrlians l¡erê

to assenble" The Quesnss Commissioners were head.ed by T,ieutenant

Govornor A[orris, a brilliant lar,ryere politíciane and. experienced.

negotlator. The Half-3reed.s wê3re to aot as interpreters and. use

their lnfl-uence slnong tho Ind.ians' Charles Pratte a Cree 'ç¡ho had.

been eduoated. in trIlnnipege lfets also taken on the trip to act ás

interpreter and to use his influence on behalf of the governrnent"

It was oomrl¡on praotioe for the government, to use native peopL€

in some capaoity to influonce the general nativo population to

aoquiese to its wf11"# Some of the Indians hed. requested that

someone froro Red. Rivor euch as PasoaL Breland. ought to represent

theme but theirwishes were not oomplied. t¡lth" 3reland. renained. a

government representative as did. Jarnos llcKay l¡ho knew tho situation

anct the plight of the Indiansu Consoquentlye the Ind.ianse of a

non-literate socíetye negotfated. end elgned. a troat}' l¡hich wae to

be btnd.ln6ç forevor wÍthout the bonoflt of proper oxpLanation'

Ilorris olaimed that the troaty had. boen e:cpla.in@d. fullye but mar\y

^See Åppond.lx V for Íiorrfss report of troaty negotiatiorrsr
Tho roloo pleyed by various pooplos sro d.isoussed. therelnr
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Indians subsequently claimod. that thoy d.id. not undo1'stand. it'-

The poLice force !ra.s thore to sullport tho govornment negotiators"

As }lorris lator statod.e tho police played, an important role 1n

bringlng about a beneficial and- blnding treaty'

The Indians were rêpresented bJt recog¡rized' chfefs and'

spokesnen who felt they nere ropr.eËenting theír people in d.ealíng

for thelr lands with the reprosentatives of the û"uoen'z At the

negotiatlng oaßp there was muoh frlction among the Ind.ians so

that they lrere never able to s.how a united effort in presonting

their proposals and. ln sustal-ning a strong front for a prolonged

period. of time' Durlng the negotíations some of the Gress were

escorted out of the negotiatlng tent by some of their o¡¡n soldieres

Acoording to Morriep the Saulteaux of Fort Pelly and. the Croes

were clisposed. to treat with bim after eertain d.emand.e had. boen

med.e or expla.ined &w8ð¡6 Thelr chlefee Coi,;6 and. Loud. Voicee how-

€v€re rrere undêr surveillanoe of the SauLteaux from the QuoAppollo

1tpor examplee Pasquae a Saulteaux ohiof of the Quogppelle
regione olained that he d.ld. not underst8.nd the troaty" lþTr.il
Pawggs f,etter Book K,e letter f¡on Diokiesone India.n Comnissioner
in the Northveste to the l,4inister of the Interiore June Je 1876@ F'À'&Í'
It is oonceivable that the troaty was not clearþ und-erstood' by
the InctÍans sinoe nar\y terrns lfere open to ínterpretationr

2'In Trooty Numbor Foure tho commissÍonors cloalt r-rith
chlefs and. hoad.rnen rooogr¡lzod- as such by their band-e. In the
or.iginal treaty, the official number of Ind.ian signatories l^r&B

tblrteen" Thie wae less than one*half the number of bands whicï¡
eventualþ rooelved. seeervês tüld€r thÈs treaty*

ii

it

I
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aroe trho woro not C.lspor:ed. to troat r¡ith tho govsrnmont nogotiê*
1-tors"J Evon the moro well dispoeod Inclianse using Ïoud. Volce as

thoir spokosmane rofusod. to nogotiate until tho marqudo tont rrae

noved. oloser to thoir enoampmont and awaðf from tho Hudsonos Bay

Cornpargr 1and. reservê os

Trad.itionallys the European porÌergr ',rhen d.iscovering or cor!*

quering new territoriese had. assumed. jurisd.iotion over the natlve

ínhabltants' Fornallye the Ind.ians T{ere consid.ered. subjects of

the Grou"ne the status referred, !o by Alexandor Morris at the

negotiatloae" In praotfce at the governrnental levele they were

consldered. to be mereþ ward.s of the State whíoh felt ltself to be

responsible to eLevate them to tho more sad.vaneed. oÍwilizatíons of
A

the r{hite rr&ne3 Thie could. have created. a d.ilemmae but the Tnd.ians

were not ablE to oonceive of tbefr d.ual status' They had. alwaye

bej.ieved. they wore posËessore of their land.se they had cond,ucteð

thoir oTrn govornmental affairs at tbe band. levele and. the tanadia"n

I

'Cot6 .Ì.¡as a Half-3reeð who qualified. as an Ind.ian chief
since he nas of Ind.ian blood. and. rEas roputed. to havo follol¡ed. tho
ways of the lnd.ians' Several band.s of Tnd.iane of Treaty Nurnber

Four area were actually Helf-3reed by blood'" "Ca@
3gpgg, No" lLe p, Ðu(IV" Loud. voice tfas a prominent cree ghaman'

Å

\'he white population of Canad.a generally feLt that the
Ind.ians Trerê a less ad.vanced. racial gr.oup ltho professed a pagan
religion, Governnront offlciaLs ancl church load.ers saT^r themselves
as Liberators of the TndÍans' Canadae SessifnjÌl SapeJse Depar*-
ment of Ind.ian Affafrs Roportu 1!01"e p. 222' Tnd.ians not profess*
lng the Chrlstian faith 'were li-sted" as ps'ganÊt in oensus returns"
Canad.ag Sesslonal Panorse No' ?f,e 0ensue Ïteturnss 19O1o

See Àppend.is Vu
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govornment had not yet ostabl"ishod its govornmental fnstltutíone

in the North¡¡est, Thoro l-e no d.oubt that the Canad.ian government,

d.id. not oonsid.er the Ind.Lans as sovereign nations except when

dealing with thern for their 1anc1s"5 Even then the Tnd.iane wero

not oonsid.ered. ind.epend.ent people"

Treaty Number Fouru like all other treaties betueen the

Canad.ian gor¡ernÍìent and. the Ind.ianse appeared. tO be tubona ficlesB"

Considering the format and. the content of the treatyu lt appea.rs

as if the IndlanË rrêre treate,d. aB equal nations and. as if theír

leadere had. assuned. the rights to reaeh an egreement on behalf of

their peopL€ with another governmento

The ¡oost fund.anental issue of Treaty l[umber Fouæ was the

forroal and. oomplete transfer of ownership of the Lands of the

south*eastorn portion of the Northwest TerritorieÐ to the Canad.la¡l

government" Tho eeoond.asy fssuo r.¡as the peacoful settlemon* to be

reaoheê by the Oontraating parties for the natåveso sbsolute and

permanent surrend.er of their la.nds.

At the negotlatLons for this offioial transfer of land' at

QutAppelle l,akes in 1B?4, the questions ralsed. by the Indian

chiefs and. the answerË given by .Alexand.er }lorris ínvolved' pro-

traoted negotlatlons which revealed the oonplexity of tho probloms

aseoolated. with the Ind.ian land. polåoy" The main quostions wores

the word. onatlons fn
i.n the negotiatíonee

5fn fB?3e gov€Tnrnent officíals were diroeted. not to use
reference to lndian ggoups, Consequentþe
the term was avoid.od" See Åppendùx Vï*
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I{ho or+nsd. ther land ancl what d.egreo of ou-nership clid each contraeting

party olaim?

In tho past those questions had. nover come into foous

booause the land. lolicy of the Imporial govornmont and. tho uso

nad.e of the land. by the Hud.son! s 3E$ Company had, never oomo in

oonfllot r¡ith Ind.lan íntorests, In 16f0u the Hudsonse Bay Compar¡y

had. acquired. the rights to the land of tho Northrvest Territoriee

through a Royal Charter from the King of Bngland, This grant con-

firned. the right of possession þy the Crorm of a4y land.s its sub-

Jects discovsrod or oonquered., In lBlB rr'hên ttre 49th paralleJ-

¡ras ag?eed. upon as the international boundary betlreon the 3råtish

Territories and. thoso of the United Statesuof Àmericae the sover-

eignty of Sritain was reoogniaed. *hrough thj-s vast region, since

the Hud.sones 3qy Cornpargres main inlerest r¡ae Ín fur tracle and

not ln eottlemente lt was ablo to acquire land. for trad.ing posts

wlthout op¡rosition froro tho ïnd.íans with whorn it carried. on trad.o*

The questlons rogard.ing or'rnership of the land. beca¡'re relevant príor

to and. d.uring the negotiations of Treaty Nunber Four" The d.iscuss-

ion on the positÍon of the }iudson0 s 3ay Company àllustrates the

conplexfty of these questionee

The Ind.ians nel¡er accepted the notion that the titlo ts

thelr land.e was vest,od 1n the Crorv-n by virtuo of d.iscovery or

conquest, Pasoal. Sreland in his report of November J.Je 1B?3s

ind.íoated. that this vÍes¡ was exprossed. whon he r'rritese

.Alors 1o ahef u,r= ,ro*.d (sio)e âccêp¿r,ê au nom d.e
toute (ilfegfULe) lee d1*s prlsontse roals qus1L les
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accepte (sic) que conlrc prlsentse et non à d.tautre
titre ne voulant par 1ä compromettro ni leurs terres
ni aucun d.e lours droitsr ni do leur nation' Que ceci
soit bien entendu mo d.it*iL' 6

fhe lnd.ian chief in etruestion Ì,ras loud. Voicoo The fnd.Íane claimod.

absoluto right to the land.s rqhioh thoy ooeupied as hunting groundeo

To them this right emanated from tho poltere of the Great Spiråt'

Tbe Canadlan governmont claimod tho rÍght of juriad.lctlon

over all Ind.ian land.s in the North'¡+est" The Ind.lans could. disposo

of thelr land.s only through that gover.nmont by virtue of ite

purohase of the TsrrÍtorlos frorn tho fiudsonts 3ay Company ln
n

l_869. I

I{hen the Ind.ians porsisted. in d.isoussing the Eud'sonse ¡a,y

Land. gæant at QueAppelloe .Alexandor }¡lorris stated^ unecluLvooally

that the land belon6pd. to tho Quoen and. that sho could d.ispose

of |t as sho eaw f1t' At the openLng of tho third dayeo confer*
A

6rlo@e he saide Ê!' @ 6 aLi. the gËound. hero Ís tho Queon8g"Ea"

Durlng tbe negotlations on the fourth d.aye he stated.e

fuoTJij$jerse Lieutenant Governor s ñ Collectlone November
r1-E 1B?3.m"

.trA preced.ent had. beon establíshed by the Royal Proclamation
of L?63. Seu Shortt and. Doug¡ty, Iqeurnents Rglqbl¿g-þ tÀe-Sgn=
etitutío¡fq@e Vol" le Ottawau KLng8s Printere
ffi

SProrrinaial Committee on Mfnortty Groups, Chairnane
Prem{er T" C" Douglase Tho frej¡'tiegu iliarohe 1961e P* 18'

-/
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If the Sueen giv-os them (the Hud.sonss Bay Gompany)
1and. to ho1cl under here she has a porfect rÍght to
do soe just, as sho ¡.¡i11 have a porfect right to 1ag
off land.e for you if you agree to settle on them' p

He nas referring to the Huclsones 3ay land rosorr¡e whioh that

oonpar¡Jr was to reooive as part settlenent for surrend.oring ito

rigbts in the Northr,¡est in LB69, The Compar¡y had proceoded to

surv€y their land.s boforo the Indla.ns had. been treated. wíth fn

1874"

The Ind.iansu knorring that the Comparqy had. also received. a

Large sun of 'money in the sottlemonte ad.amantly refused to d.iscuss

any quêstion before resolvi.ng tho Hud.sonss Bay Compa4y land. pollcy.

Tho Gamblere a Saulteaux of the Fort trl1åoe area and one of ïne

maån sepregentativese stated. that the d.iBturbing Íssuo was the

surveying d.ono by the Compan¡r which hsd. not receÍved the Ind.iansg

consont to take the reservo. Upon refusing to d.iscuse ar\y othsr

issue he said.c u¡I can:rot manage to epoak upon anything else g

r.rhon the land. ¡cas sta.lced. off e l-t was all the oompatqys e ¡vork"u'l0

Tbo Inclian ohief stated that ho did not kno¡t ivhen the land. was

surveyod and wantsê to kno¡v if the Huclson8 s 3ay Company had. done

itu Coramissioner ],Iorris avoid.ed. the survêy quostions by olaiming

that he was nôt a+rar@ that the Hudsonss Bay Conpany had. d.one a4y

eurveylng and. that he had. found. out at Qusr\ppe1Le that the surveyåag

9Provinoial Cornmitteo
T'' 0' Douglaee The Troatlese

toru,e p. zL,

on Ìrlinority Groups, Chairmane Fremteæ
}llarohe 1961e p* 21,



had- beon authorLzsd. by the Quoen"ll

The Indtans rooogr¡ized. that tho Huclson0s 3ay Company was

indlspensabLo to them and. that thoy had. trad.od. rvith it suocese-

fullye but ¡rhon it camo to the land. question thoir apokeørnen

oontinued. to vent strong foolings againet the Company' Tho

Ganbler aocuËed. it of outright thievory and. of being authoæltariar¡e

As he eaide

Tho Compar¡y have stolon our land." The Q,uoenos
rness€ngerer nover came heree and. now I soe tho
sold.iers and. the eettlers.and. tho po,lioemen" Ï
know lt fs not the Queenos worke only the Comparly
has come and. they are the head.e they are the
foremost. 12

Although the facts do not cornpletely substantiate the quotatîone

lt nevertheless ind.ioatos tho feoLlngs of the Ïndians" l{hon

f,loutenant Governor lllorris quorled.e ssl'trhat did, the company steal
1?

from you?so*'e the Gambler a,ngwerede u¡Tho earthe troose gæasse

stonêse all that ',rhloh ï see r,¡ith ,qy uyo".ou}4 Tho Ïnd.ians d.id

not reoognize so¡ae of tho terms of tho aglc6enent of i.BJO whereby

the Eud,sont s 3qy Compargr roceived. 1and. fn return for the termÍ&*

ation of lts two hund.red. year old. oharter"

lIIt 
"u"*s that l,iorris d.eliberately d.ecoivod the T¡rdiane

on this point beoause it was conmon knorvled.ge that the Eud.sons s
Bqy ComparXy 1and. TeaerveÊ and. other parts of tho Northrrost not
yet oed.ed by those Ind.iane hact boen surveyed by IB'14" To the
Ind.iansu size rvas not the íssuee but rather the autboråzatlon of
tbe gæant'

lzP"orrlrrcfal Committeo on MLnorlty Groupes gp-e--Õå-!"e p' 22'
'rì*"$!¡!" I P" 22'
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Irforrlse to meet the Ind.ian argumonte stated that the Grsat

Splritu the malçor of ths oarthe matl-e the land for all to use aliko*

Thene ho olaimed e the Queen held the right to the f and-s und'or the

Great Spirit. Since tho Croes had willingly sharod their lande

with the new\y-arrived. Saulteauxp and since these tribes were

wtlllngly accepting the Half-}reed.se díd. it not follon that the

Euro-Canad.ians should. also be Tfelcomed"? .A,s l,Íorris put ítg

Thore 'wêre other lnd.ians here and. the chippel,raÊ came
heree and they used the r'rood. and- the lande the gifte
of the Great Spirit to alle . and. we want to try and'

ind.uee you to belleve tbat wo are asking for tho good
of a1L. 1þ

Morrlsc main objootive was to acqulre tho Indian land.se place

the Ind.ianct ofl æeservations, and. opon their land.s to settlement

und.er a oompLetely ctifferent syotem of land. hold.lng" Generallye

the Dominion land. policl-es such as the homeetead. system and. the

EudsonsE 3ay Company land. grant systen exelud.ed. the Ïnd.ians.

Pasqua stateô that tbe Ind.ians wanted the 8300e00o tha*

had. been paicl. to the Huclson 3ay" fhis rrl&s the last argument

presented. by the Indians on thê 1and. quostion d.uring the fourth

d.qy wlthout g€tting ar\y oomnítment frorn the Q,ueenîs rêprssentativ'e'

Þlorrle meroLy pronised. the¡n that they wouLd be dealt rrith justly"

The Ind.iens &lso attompted to make the Commissioner sign

&n ag3eemont whioh would. havo roetrioted. tho actlvity of the

HutLeonss 3sü Company to its postsr br¡t Morris would. hoar nothing

l5Prosirroíal Conßittee on Minority Groupso -QPg--9å!.e p' 22*
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of the kind. Ho contend-ed. that tho Hudsonss Bay Compa4y had.

trad.ing rights in tho liorthio'est Territories and. that he cou1d.

not ohange thoir position since thoir rights l,rere lul,rritton witÏ¡

a higher hand than ourse and. we bavo not powos to r,rrito argrthinge

or to ad.d. arlythínge to nhat ls rn"itten and. rerûains in tho Queens s

house boyond. the sea*u016

Tbe Ind.iane did not actualþ question the trading rights

of the Compaqyu but they r.rere highly d.lspleased ¡,¡ith the land

grante" ÞIhen }forris repeated. that the rnd.ians would suffer if

no agreement were reached. because of a trivial question lilce th.e

Eud.son€s Ba,y Cornpany land. questfone the Tndians yielded to tbe

Lieutenant Governoros wishes, It Tqase ln fact, an¡rthing but a

trivlal rnatter * the natter had been sensed as highþ signtficant

by the Ind.ia.r¡ leaderso but they allorqod it to go bg d.efauLte

The negotiations of the QutAppello Treaty oloarly indícate

that the fed.eral government d.id, not recognízo the absol-ute or'ñêr*

ship of the land. by the Ind.ian tri.bes" Wtry tben d.ld. government

offioials d.eem it neoessary to carry out the treaty?

In 18J{u the Plains tribese in partÍouIa.r the Plains Creee

and. tho Slaokfoote wêre consid.ered. por,rerful and. ¡rarlikeu their

land.s wou1d. soon be in great doraand.e and. Canad.ae a relatively

weatt natione was in no position to risk war with these tribes"l?

16---Provincial Cosìmltteo on l{inorit¡' Groupss g"p%_g¿-!.e p, 26"

lþ1".¿orr"Ja pjper.p.e Charles 3e1.J. Reportu .&pri1 14s 1B?4e
p" 17r P,.A.,C. Â" Morris also maíntained. this viow in Letter to A,
CampbeJ.le I,'finístor of Justice. Se@ !¡eg.rtp Pæggåu Kotoheson Collec*
tione october 1Be 1B?3, P".Àoxi.
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frlost Bovernnent official-s felt that treaties in tho Northvrost

Territorles wouLd, moet their objectivos, The Canad.ian governmente

as representativo of tiro Cror.rn, claimod. jurisdietLon and. ol-merehlp

of the Northrvest Torritoriooe its officlals always conced.ed. to the

Tnd.ians the right to occupancy of tho soll.

If the Ind.lans possessed only the rlght of occupancy and.

ths aotual o¡mership of the land.s lras vestod ín the Sritish Cror.rne

then one ney sa.y that the Ind.iane received. prosentee reserve landse

annuities and. other gifts as rrtoken of their general good. aond.uct

and behaviour.unl8 Although the ïndians claimed. abeolute o1{ïrêT*

ship of thelr land.se thoy rrere merelJ' surrend.ering forever the

right to occupy tho vast regions which alreafur fell under tho

JurisdictÍon of the fed.eral governrnent, lt was a right alread¡r

boing usurped, by settlorsu

Commfssfoner ytorrås never ad.nitted that he was purohasing

lancl by treaty' HÍs basic approach throughout the negottations

was that the Queen kne¡v the plight of her red. childrene that she

was concerned. with their present and. future state and. was pre-

pared to treat thero liberally and Justþø .At the first daðrus

conferenco he stated.e

Tho Quoon Lovoe hor Rod chlldrong sho has always boen
f¡londs wlth thomg oho lcnows that lt ie hard. for thom
to llvee and, she hae always trioô to help thsm ln the

lSProoirroial Cosrmittee on Minority Gæoupse -g.k*-g"&!s p" 33"
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othor parts of tho Dominion'19

Tbis t.ypo of genoral- promisê l.ras usod. constantly" It was ahrays

a question of the Queen trlshing to do somothing for the good. of

her red. ohildren through hor liberality and gonerosity' I''ihen the

Ind.ian chiefe triod. to maks him be specifice he managod. to evade

their questions, Kan-oo-sosp a Cree fbom QulÄppellee d'uring the

last dayts oonferenoe agl(ed hfm tbe follolving questionsa

Ie it true you are bringing the Queon! s kinclness? Ïs
Ít true you are bringing the QueensË messengorss kfna*
ness? Is it true you .are going to glve ny child' ¡rha'o

ho may'use? Is it true you are going to bríng the
Queen0s hand.? Is it true you are bringing tho Queense
Porqer? 2O

Morris answered suoh questions very evaslveJ.y by sayinge

uoYeõ, to thOsO who are hero and those who are absent suoh as she

D1
has glven us.*'¿ Hhen the Indian chlef asked hím if bie ehildren

would. bo taken care of íf in noed.e he saide'uThe Queenos porrer

wtll be around him""22 The ïnr1ianËe apprehensive of their

futuree wanted the assurance that eomething ooncrete v¡ould be

d.one for thoir welfaroe but Morris Îfould. not cor;omit the queen

beyond, the specíffc pronises that he madeo

l9Ptorrirr"ial Conmlttee on i[inorlty Groupsu 9&-€"e p" 16'
Morris used. the 't¡ord. oQueens to present a eoncrete figuro to thCI

Ind.lans, Constitutfonallye treatiss had. to be carried ou* in the
nane of the Cro¡m" Iilorris ças t,hus able to present his negotiattons
on bshaJf of a pereon wirom tho Ind.ians seoned. to hold in bigb es-
teem and. at the sane tine fulffll tho legal requirementeu

20_.. ^^--H.E Þ. 29"
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The Inclinns ,,rêre assured. of a limltod supply of farting .

lmplorrnontr¡and]-ivoctockoncetho.ysottle¡d.ont}rolrfos€]îVêõo

Tholr huntln¡ç alr<1 flching righto woro to be honourorl on thefr

oo([od'land'aaslongasthocoremalncd.unoeoupiod.'ThoQuoon0s

negotlatorc].afmeid.thatthgQuoonl^¡asanxloustohovohorlrod'

ohl-ld.reno eventually learn the eçsnnin$0 of the white manç 1t was

inporative that a school syotom bo ostabllshed' to osfev'atêo the

"lInd.lans to a thighers oivtlåøation.¿r Therefore e sohool" wae

promised.tothelnd.iansassoonastheysettled.onresorvesand.

}fer6plepared'forateaohor"Nootberspeoffiod.etalj.swers
.2&

$l$€fio

Tohelpthelnd'ianssustainthemselvesthrougbbuntirtg

and fishing d.uring the transi.tiona.l periode tbe government

pronised. them a 1åmltecl quantity of good.s suoh ae shots twinee

and. powd.er' Origfnallyu &lorris promfsed' the group of natlves

who agreed. to the treaty terms one thoueand. d'ollars to be patd'

25
annualþ for twentY Years" -

Theoashpaynontofannuitiesgapraetioeborrowed.fron
26

the Amerieanse tras gueranteed. to the Ind-ians forGver'"" ¿lnnuåtíes

on þlinorítY GrouPss g!s-gf['
24_- .."-Ig!guu P" 20"

, Z5[r.*a.nder Morris was able to reduce this s*o to $È75O

olaining that the Ind.ians of the North'¿est Ång1e had received' the

sulûof$].goooastheyT.leremorenumerousofioerÍsgaotl.onínd.ioatee
that he wa6 reêdy 

-iJ 
ua"rifice the interosts of tho In¿ians lxr

ord.er to reaeh tte best poesibl"e ternre for hj.g superiols"

26tn annuitíes were consid.ered. as part of a oivilíøÍng
lnfluenoe ee the Ind.ians w6T¡e supposed' to learn ho¡r to use ourT|rofÀcsø

23Ptorrirroial Committoo
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Ì{ere nolnina} sums of money paid' to the rank and- file ancl ihe'

Indian ahiefs. Sesld'os hÍgherr annuitiose the ahiefs and' headmen

weretold.thattheywould.recoivgasuitovorythroo}€ârÉo

Atthonegotiationegtbelndiansrequ€E¡ted.highorpaymento

thanthos6SÍsentothosaulteauxatthoNortbwestÀngloTreatyg

but ftl0rris olalrned. that lt was not fair for thsrn to request more

thanwlrathad'beenglventotheirkind'red.totheeast"It[orris

asserted. that he himself wou1d. apply tq become an Indian if theis

d'emand'soould.begranted."Syolaimingtha,tthegovernmenthad'

used. the saulteaux lanct to the east for four years without paying

foritand'bystatingthatonþ290Oolnd.ianew€roreprese4tadat

QusÅppe11e ln cornparison to 4eO00 at the Northweet Anglee Morrls

wae able to convinc€ the Tnd'ians to settLe for less"

F¡iortol8?3uthegovernmenthadintend'ed'topaythe

ïnd.lans more for thefr land.se but tho ldinieter of the Interior

had. reoelved. correepond.enoê from the untted- statee Ðepartment

ofthoÏnteriorind'lcatingtberelati-veþ1or¡settlementthat

ths Amerlcan govornment had. effected with tbeir rnd'ians"2? upon

reoolpt of those lettere the d.epartment ed'vlsed' Morris to bargain

for a low eettLement"

Mosrts told' thÙ Ind'iens durlng the nogottations that

8'tho Govornmons w1L1 try to provent flro*wator fro¡n being eon*

among rou,u,Z8 He aLss stated that the Queen had sent ber policenen

2?t,lorrls PaI,lorr1s fap-eJs9 lor;a€r .l.¿-urr þs{
,n- 1)'C. sent to the Ganad'1an go"out"*t'nte Juþ ?Í¿^1813: '"À

Lstter fron the Ðopartment of tho Intoriore
}Iaehfngton,b"c"S6fIttotheGana.d1angove3cnm()[ll9dtl.t.yÁv9ÅvfJ@
+^lÂæãñ anmaa'ï'n'i¡'rrr the samg mattec was sent 'August 4c 1873" P"A'I'L
tolegeam concernins the

2%¡rorrtnoial Conmittee on Ffinority Groupse gp'-Égoe B' l"B'
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to protect hor red ohiLdren' Tho faot is that the poLice foree

escorted the negotÍators so that the Tnd.ie.ns nould. be hç1d itl

ohook, During the negotiatíons 'when the Ind.ians plaáocl sorne

warriors in tho negotiatång tente the Commissioneæs retaliated by

placing thelr oïn guard. there as a show of for"o'Z9

The specifio promieos ûade to the Qu8.Appelle Ind.ianÊ we3ê

so meegre that they d.id. not reflect the general objectives and.

promises stated" by the QueensE Conmj-ssioner" tieutenant Governor

Morrisu acting on tbe ad.vice of hte euporior in Ottawau attempted

to get the Ind.ianse signatures as cheapLy as poseible' In order

to d.o that he oharmed. the Indians by claiming thatebe and. the

Queen had. onþ the Ind.lanss good' at hoart,

Aotualþe rêËponsible governroent had. beon estabLlshed. 1m

Canad.ag Morris beld his position at tho pleasure of tho Ganadian

govêrnment and. it wae thf-s governmont which had. the gfeatest

interest in making ths lndlans beliove tbat they wero about to

exohange thelr lancl,s for means of aohlevfng a nel¡ way of Ilfe'

2A'7In 
"equesting 

a police foroe 1'{orris said. it r'ould" be
requíred. to keep lnd.ians at peace d.uring nogotÍations' Åccord.ing
to an eye-nltnêFs report of unknorm authorshipe the poLice reno\¡ed
forclblye C, Racette, a Half-3reod. who clal"med to be e Leade3 of the
Assinlboiue Ind.ians fron Fort PeLþ and. ¡cbo attempted. to LnfLuonce
the Ind.iana negativelY'



CHAPTBR ÏT

Tlllt TIJRtrrS OF' TIIE TBE.åTY

Å. Analysis of the Treat¡Ê

There were four rnain aims stated. in the treatys 1) tne ae-

sire of the Queen to uso the land. surrond.6red. for t¡hatever purpose

she d.esired. such as settloment and. trad.e I 2) tho Hisb to obtaån

Ind.lan consent for suoh clesignsg 3) the need for peace and.

treatyg and.e Ð the r¡ish to notlfy the Ind.ianseorof ¡+hat allow-

ance they are to count upon and receive from theír liiaJestyo s

bounty and. benevolonco.*1

The CommÍseioners woro very carefuL ln describÍng exaotly

the bound.aríes of the surrend.ered. territorÍosg that lse

Gomnenoing at a point on tho United- States
frontier d.ue south of the Northr^restern point
of the I'f oose }lountalns e thence d.ue north to
said. point of said. Þiountainse thence in a north:
easterþ course to a point trço mil.es d.ue rvest
of tr'ort Ell1cee thence in a llne para11el r¡ith
and. two miles r¡estward, from the .Assiniboine Rivor
to the mouth of the She1l Rivere tbenoe parallel
to the said. Rivere and. two miles d.istance therefrone
to its sourceg thonce in a straight line to a
polnt on the western shore of Lake ÏfinnipegoËis
d.uo west from the most northern extremity of
lÍaterhon Lakeu thence east to the aentre of lalce
T{innipegosisu thenoe northr.rard.ly through the
mid.d.le of the saíd. lalce ( inc.'Lud.lng Sirch fsland.)
to the mouth of Red. neer Rivere thence wostward'Ly
and. southwestward.þ along and. includ.ing the said

?

'Provincial Commlt*ee on
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toxt of Treaty Number Four'
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Red. Deer River and. its lakese Tìed' Deer and'

Etoimamie to the Eouree of its wêstern branche
thenoe in a straight lino to the source of
the northorn branch of the Qu8"fuppeJ'lee thence
along and. includ.ing said- stroams to tho forks
near long Lalce e thonco along and' includ'ing tho
va1Loy of the t¡ost branoh of the QusÄppelleu
thenoe along and- Ínclucling said' rivor to the
mouth of tho lrtaple Crookg theneo southrtardly
along said. creek to a point opposito the l¡est*
ern extremity of the Cypress llillsg thence
d.ue south to the intornatlonal bounrLaryg thonce
east along'said. bounclary to tho plaee of
oonmêncemont* ?

over five and. three quarter mLlLion acres were surrerrd.ered." lfhat

the Ind.lanet were surrend.orfng wae very expllcite ssyÍoJ'd' us to tbe

Government of the Ðominion of canad.a for Her sfajesty

and hor suocessore forevêru all their rightse titlee

legesu whateoevêT to the land.s . ' **uuj At the negotiations,

Comniseioner Morris careful-þ avoid.ed. the narÀo 0Government of the

Dominion of Canad.ao, It is cloare howovere ln tho preambLe tha$

Morrls waÉ negotiating for tho Canad.ian government' and. not for
Å

the Queenuq The Word.e sforevor8 and. swhatsoeverl ¡nad.e lt

abund.antly clear that the natives CIould. not go baok on their

worê and coul.d. not claim er¡Y right to arly part of the oed.ed' lanð

in the future" Not only d.id the Tnd-ianB ag3¡ee to surrender their

ZProvinelal Conrnfttee on Minority Groups, -9.P-e-*c¿-t-'e p" 33e

?'ru,s p" 33"

furr" ¿1u*,lnotion subsequontly mad.e somo diffsrenoe when

the Tnd.ians attempted to nogotlate with the Governoæ Genosal whom

they rooognfzed. ae the Quoenss represontatír¡e. 11oe howepæu haè
no authorlty to lmploment po1tol€Ë oa thefr behalf'

the Queen

and. prívi*
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righte to tho land. enoompassed withín tho givon bound-ariese but

$hey agreed to yiold. arry rights uuwhatsoever to all othor lands

whoresoevsr eituated. wlthin Her lrlajeatys s Northr¡eet Territori*s"uu5

Eventually the only ríght the fnd.lane l¡ore to have to land

rEould. bo the resorv€s to be set asid.e on their behal-f by the

Queen through her Comrnlssionere, In Troaty liunber Threee the

oommissioners promised. r'to 1ay asid.e reserves for farmlng land.su'6

and. for their beneftt" These reser\res r¡ero to equal 6{0 aoree

per famiþ of five, In Treaty Number Four thls olauso wae loes

explloit, The same snount of land. was to be resarvod.e but the

purposo of these land.e was not d.efinod.,

Tn Treaty Nunbor Tbree the reservese approvod. by Government

repree¡€ntativese wore to be mset asid.e where it shal] be deeroed

nost oonvêníent and. ad.vantageous for oacb band. or band.s of_
.?

Ind.l&nsno!' No such open clause ín favour of the Ind.lans is to

be found. in the subsequent treaty, Here the commíssionors were

to choose the locatíon of the reserve after consulting the Ind.lans

to be affected." This olause in offeot gave government offioials

the right to ¡nake the final d.ecieion in locating a resetrvê" The

Indians aou1d. only suggest whore they wished to resid.e, ì'Iåth

the queotion of eohool land.se lfud.son€s 3ay Compar¡r tres€rvesu ané

forovlnolat Commltteo on Mlnorlty Groupss -epe--qåå.e pu 33*
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the Canad.ian Paelflo Railway land. grantse thls lndeod becalno an

important olauso as the choíoe of resorr¡e looation by tho Ind.ians

r+ould. becomo restricted.o

At the Qu8Àppel1e Treatyr the settlorss right to a pieco

of land was also guaranteed. against ïnd.1an claims' The clause

!¡Her Majesty retains the right to d.eal with such sottlers (that le,
settlers within the bound.arLos of reserves) ae she shall d.eem juste

so aE not to dimlnish the extont of land.s allotted. to the ïnd.iane,*8

Justloe rneant in praotioe that the settlers nould. stay whore they

were ¡rhother tbey were squatters or notr and. the lnd.ians would.

havo to go elsewhero"

Sho governrnent retained. tho exclusive right to purchase

or expropriate any part of the rosorves for any publi"c works of

whatever nature' The government promised. onl"y d.ue compensatlo&

of *an equlvalent in 1and. as money for the area of the reservs so
q

appropriated."tv Tho land. could. also be sold. mfor the use and.

beneflt of the said. ïndians""l0 This clause meant that the land

could be taken f¡om tha Ind.ians and. sold. for a price r¡rhlch the

ïnd.ians ¡rere not in a posi"tion to d.eterrnfne* Although the ¡nonies

to be ¡eceived. fron suoh eales werê suppoeed. to be invested. or

expend.ed, on behalf of the nêtivese land alj-eneted frorn the Ind,lane

SProv:inolal. Commtttee on Mlnority GroupCIs gpE_jå3..e p. 33.
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1{es not genoreLl-y dono for thoir benofit' I*¡om the Ind.ianso poínt

of view thie olause lras mf.s1ead.ing"

,although tho canad.ian governmont agreed. to oompensate the

Ind.ians for thoir aLionation from tl¡eir regerve Land.se thoso land.e

wer€ nerely held. in trust for them by the Quoên. Tho terms of

this treaty on the reserve land- question recognized. Ind.iar¡ title

to tbe land. no morê tban the Dorninion government bad. recognízed.

their ownerÊhíp of their paternal lands"

Hunting and flshing rights were granted to the Ind.iane

subjeot to gpvornrnent regulations and. the need. of the aréas used'

by the Ind.ians for minlng or othêr purposeso These terne sr'.ere so

general and. ind.efinite that the TncLians 0 rights were subsequent\r

highly rsstri.oted. by legisLation, Fcr inst&rlcêe the Indians were

not exolud.ed. from fishing rogulations f-f they r"rl-ehed to carry on

commeroial fishing" FÍshing prlvilegee |n effsot applied. onþ to

the ouetonal5r small scale fishing as carried out by the Ind'ians'

It was proposed' ln 1B?3 by government offÍoials not to

provid.6 tlsuch expensive presents as farming animalsr egæåcultural

fuopl.ernentse and. waggons"o'11 The comrnissioners agreed. to supply

the Ind.ians wlth oertain implornentse d.raught anímale and. cattle

&a BoorÌ as they had started. to'work the land. on tho r@serv€" It

waÊ genêrally oonood€d. that the buffaLo would. not last very longe

and. the goverlrmênt would. har¡o either to feed. the Tnd.íane os to make

11g"""¿. p"W*e Lieutenant GoverrlorsË Colleotlone June þe
18?3 e FoÁ,M'
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agriculturallsts of t[orn' Lioutonant Governor .Archibald'e r,iho

originated. the suppl.y of farming implements to the fncliansu signed.

en afffd.avit.stating that theso items wore to remain the proporty

of the Canad.lan government'e Contrary to Ind.ían belíefe these

gpod.B werê not their property"l2

one of the d.ifficultles ín the d.istrlbution of these in-

plements was in their use by sevêral bancl members@ For examplee

the Chief wac responsibl.e for distributing a plough among ten

familles" The Ind.ianÊt were d.issatíefLed. beoause they 'vfêTê Eê*

iuired to settle d.orq'¡r before they could. acquiro implements.

.Although the government J.n many oa.Ëes d-istributed. moro oattl.ee

oxÊne anct ínplements per band. than requíred. by treatye there ç¡ere

stilt too few lmplemente for sueceÊsful farmíng"**

There r.¡ere two main annüiti6s to be paíd to the Ind.íanss

those pald. to eaoh member of the band and. those paid. to the chiefs

and. their hoad.men. Sinoo Morrls a€rêed. that the aruluities to be

paid under Treaty Nu¡nber Four ought to be similar to those of

lreaty Number Threee ofiê ought to consid.er the factors involved

1n reachfng the figures uader Treaty Nunber Throen

The terms of Sreaty Number Twoe an Order-in-CouncíI of Au6uste

1B?3p and information reoeiveô from the Department of Interior of

123o ,*utty negotíationsg the Indians nrsre uncler the fun-
preseion that the implements wero to
Slnoe they were morohr on leasor much

*see Âppondix VTI"
#ë.'.See 

APPondlx VIII'

be given as compensatlon"
confusioåx suboequently aroseo
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the Uníted. States govornnront r'¡ors the rnain cletsrmining faetors

which convinced the Canadian govornment offioíals to pay the

nominal surn of five d.ollars per head. per annume Subsequentþe

t¡¡'o d.olla-rs Ì{ore add.ed. to satisfy the ïnd.ian claim of outsÍd.e

promises' This sunì lras used for Troaty Numbor Three"

A. Campbelle MÍnJ.stor of tho Interfore ad.vlsod. f,ieutenant

Governor Inlorrls that an Ord.er-in-Counoil at Ottatua gave u'the

Coronissionêrs porüer to go aE¡ hLgh as $L5"00 por head. as cash

pqymentsr and. as bigh as $7.00 per head aÊ arl annuíty to eaob
1ã

Ind.ia.nu¡to-

On Juþ 1Be 1873s H" Spraggeu Superintendent of Indian

Affairse requested. information from the Unitod. States government

regarding the payment of annuities and. presents to the Inclians,

The Indians Ín questlon were the Chåppewas resid,ing fsom the Lake

Superlor reglon to Pernbinae in what fs now }linnesota and. North

Dakota" The ans¡rer glven on Juþ 3Le 1873 shorve that the figtiree

were relativeþ low" For exanplee the comnissioner states that

tho Red. Lake and. Pembina band.s were to receive one hund.red.

thousand. dollars and annuitfes of ffve thousand doLlars d.uring tbe

pleasure of the Prosl-d.ent and. good.s for elght and four thousand

d.ollars were to be glven to tho band.s respectiveþ for fifteon

]ro&Í"aø In other wordse the Lettor sont to the Canad.lan gorrornment

did not spoll out ths treatÍes i¡r their entirety'

lfo""Sfg-!."er"e Ketcheson CoLloctione Àlexand.eæ taropbol3.
to Alexand.er tlorrloe Àuguet le 1873' P'Ä"M"
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To get moro information about tho paynent of annuj"tios

Hu Spragse telogramed. H, P, Clume tho aoting Àrnerloan Gommiseíonoæ

of Indtan Affaire, Subsoquently the foltowing ånformatlon lras

recelveds

NUÎ'IBER ïN
34$p _*_E4ND_

Lake Superior LL95

Bois Fort 5]"'25

Red. take 1078

Pemblna 547

AMqurTr]ìs

$12eoo0

11 e 000

15e 000

AVERAGE PÂYI{ENT

-___ryR 
ilt4p _

slo'87

2"10

9,00

i.4

Gomparing tho information sent from fiashington fn tbo,letters

roferred to above anil the aotual terms of the three treaties involved'e

the ånformation fs extromely raislead.ing" For exa'nplee large sums

of noney (S3OTOOO for tho Sols port 3and.) wore gíven to the In*

d.ians as oash settlements. Provislons¡ lter6 also mad'e for constrüo*

tion of sohooLs and houses for the chlefse the suppl'y of a bLack-

smithe teaoherse aild a, sarr milL'

The Minlster of the Interlor interpreting the figures hs

reoelved f\¡on l^lashington as being mucb lo¡rer than thoee of tbe

Order*ln-Counoil wanted

To impross stron¡¡þ upon tiro Commiesionors the
nocessity of uoing ovory offort to secure if
poeeibleasatlsfaotoryTroatyonmorefavorablo
terrne then the maximum figuros mentioned. in the
Ordor-in-Councll' Lt

lfogå"1g. l"!_"t"e LJ.eutonant Governor s s Colleotíone letter
to H" Sprããffiäfi"-Þ" Clume Àugust !e 18?3. P'.&"1'l'

1fog""¿g_p.p"g=e Ketohoson coflectione letter fron À1ex*
ander cffind'er ulorrise Âugust l{u 1BT3' P'Ä"M"
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This dtrootivo reinforced. the ftlinisterss vler¡s stated previously

that the CommÍssíonors ought to keep the annuities to a levol

oonpareble to those of Troaty Numbor Three to avoid jealoueies

between the various Ind.ians' CampbolL also statod' that aTÌ êX-

06sslve settlomont would. ralge tho expoctati.one of the Ïndians

yet to be troated. 1n tho Northwest' Morris was abLo to convi.nco

the fndians to sign for terms most favourable to tho gov'ernment'

The annuíties to be paid. to tho chfefs and their headnon

were ths same fn amount as those of the counterpart Northwest

Àng1e" The Cbiefs and. head-men of the }lortbltest Anglo werê to

mreceive &n annua.l sa1ary of twonty-five d.ollars per annumE aIId

oaoh subord.inate offloere not exceeding three for each band.e

ehelL rooeivo fiftoon d.ollare per annunu'u16 The Chíofs and.

head.nen of Treaty Nunber Four were not to enjoy the sano status'

Tho annufttes of twenty-flr¡e d.olLars to e ohief and fifteen

d,ollare per head.man to a maximum of four head.men to a band.e were

to be given as gratuitles' Tbe most important d.ifferenee Ìüas

that they were not to be consld.ered. employees of the Crown'

In natters of lawe the Ind.ians promiÊed. to becomo lav¡-

abiding oitiuonsu Speoifloally they agreed not to nolest any

lnd.tvid.ual r,rho would. ocoupy their cod'ed land's' The government

was oommitted to keep lf.quor out of reserv€ land-s' The llquor

law ¡qae to be applleable to tho lnd-ia¡es both on and off the

18A€3VOBe

16ptorri"roi.al Conmåttee on lvlinority GrouÞss -o-pe*-Q.l-t'e P. 16.
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Treaty Nunlber Four gavo unlleteral powor to tho Canad.lan

€pvernment to implement it or chango somo of its torms, The

goverrmont ¡¡as able to interpre* the terms of the troaty by

passing }eglslatlon whioh gave its agenolos tho power to implo*

rnent its treaties" For exampLoe the treaty statod that, tho In-

d.iens oould. ohoose the location of their rosorv€s with the coneent

of the Superfntend.ont General of Ind.ian Affairsg yet not onø Creo

ahief was permftted. to settle in the southern part of Saskatchewan"

In the natter of annuLtiese Ind.ian agente eould. withhold. such pay-

nents for various rêasorls or allogations' No* a single cLause wae

left to interprotatlon by the ïndians' No provisions were,¡nad.e

for arbltration ln the cese 6f dlsã€leeement between tho two con-

traoting partles, Provisfons were made to bind. the lnd.iane by

law to carry out their obllgationse but no such lawe stated how

the Canadian govornment could bo compelled. to fuIfill i-ts obll*
gations '

Thlrteen Chiefs representing some of the Creee Saulteauxe

and. Âssíniboine fndiane of the Southern ragion of ths Northwest

Torritoriesu now conprÍ-sing southern and. rtestern lvlanitoba, signed.

the treaty on September 1Ju 1.874" They represênted. about five

thousand souls' Subsequentþe it wes nec6ssa'r.y to obtain ths

ad.herence of the renaining band.e wbo lEere not present at the

negotiations and. to make provisiôns for the consolid"ation of the

Sfoux Ind.ians r+bo had mlgrated. north after the Minnesota I{ar of

1862. Upon his return to 1{lnnipags þLorrås 's"ras able to acquåre thø

adherence of the Saultear¡x Chlefs in the Fort Ellåo€ arêâo



Wa*'wa-se-ca-pow and Ota-mû.-koo*er'rÍn signed. on behalf of thelr

people,

Tn 18?5e oomnÍssionors Christle and. Díc]<l€Eone assigned. to

pay the annulties to tho Indians of Treaty Four, rrere able to

secure the signatures of six more Saulteaux ancL "&ssiniboíne Ind.ian

Chiefe, The Indiane mad.e d.emand.s greater than allor'ied. undor tho

treatyu but ryere toLd. ¡othat if they declined. to accept the terms

of the treaty we (the conmissioners) must return and. report to

the Government that they had. brolcen tho agreement they had. ned.e

1'llast y6ar,'!*' The Chiefs ci.aimed that they thought tho signing

whieh took place betrreen Morrls and. the other chiofs in 1B?4,r.¡ae

onþ a prelinlnary to the actual signing of tho treaty, Àftoe

several d.ays0 no6çotlatl-ons Choe*Chuck agreed. to eign on Septomboe

8e 1875s and the other five ohiofs preeent at these negotiatlons

signecl. the follonlng d.ay.

The Egg f,ake Band. from the northeastern part of tlre Terrl-

tories refused. to sign tho treaty at the outset" ThÍs band.e

like several otherse consid.ered. the treaty terms insuffícient ar¡d agalxa

refused. to oonfirn its agreement to a treaty in 1875" !tr" J"

Chrlsties in his annual report for that year otatese t¡I{ee horvev€re

took the opportunity of warnÍng thone that althougb they had. not

aooepted. the terme of the treaty they were subjoct to the lalre

Ganadaç Sessional Parrèrq-e 18?6 e
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&6 l.¡ere all other Ínhabltants of tho eountry"uul8 lt' vas not until

18?6 that this band agreod to sign its ad"heroncs to Treaty Numbor

Four"

Tho maJorlty of tho Â.sslniboinee who clafuood ae thoir hunt*

in6 gfor:nd.s the region betçeen the Cypross Hf l1s and Wood' Moun*

tains east to wegt and. the South Saslcatoheltan to the Iúfl-k River

nortb to south d.ld. not agree to the treaty until tbe late lBJO's'lg

ÞIost of ths Aseinlboines were south of the boundary line or in the

far weet in 1B?4' fn 1B??9 J.t was r€port€d. that onþ forty*four

Lodges had been paid and. that one hundred- and. forty-fiye i-od'gee

had. not signed a treaty'zo .Àmong the moet promlnent Aeslnlboine

Indlan Cbfefs to sÍgn en s.greement wore Long Lofue and Poor M&n'

I¡r LB??u the offlclaL records showed. that lnÊrpector I{aLsb had.

eigned and. committed. about 600 .[ssinibolnos to Treaty Numbeæ Four"21

llith the slgning of, an êdheslon to Treaty tr"our by the Assini-bolnest

most of the Tndfans ?¡ê16 consid'ered Treaty Ind.lane ts-åtbin the

bouncl.arlos d.êsoribed tn the Qu¡Appelle Treatyu

-- 

r ôlÕC"n"d.a, Sessional ?aper.se No' pe 1B?6c Part f e p" ffiÎÏ"

lo*'ÃÞåg'e P' xxrv'

20nni* information was tekon fsom l.{.a jor l'ialshÊ s report
dated. october 2-85 1B??' Canad.a. sessional PÐro#u ry?" 10e_1878e

p, XffiI. A lodgá gott"=*ttÑonsistêd of about I * fO peopLe'

l,
li

2lrti¿n
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B" fnterpretation of Treaty Numbor Four

In 1B?4 when tho QuoAppolle Troaty lras signod.e .A* I,{orrleo

dream of an extension of tho Srltish Empire into the ldo¡thr,rest

was in an embryo stage" liorri.s had. exprossed. well the ambition

of the eastern expansionist when he saÍd. he foresa¡+ the Ì.Iest

settled. by a three strand. rope, that Ís by the Englishe the Soots
1

and. the Irish"- Truee l¡ostl¡ard. expansion would not bo carriod.

out by only those throe gg'oupse but nestward. expansion r,¡ith white

settlers of any kind. r¡ho would. bt¡y up the land. was aLroady a

reallty in llanitoba and parts of the Terrltoríes.

In the next ton years settlement would. spread. deep into the

Weste partloularly in tho fertile belt of Saskatcherqan"2 Hithin

a d.ecade the raiLroadg termed. the greatest conveyance of ctví1-

iøatione wou1d. stretch d.eop into the t{este a land. which only

recontþ had been lnd.lan and buff,alo countrlr.

l{ith the Canad.ian government rested. the responsibility

to olear the fnd.lans fron this arean There rÍas no need. to lrorry

about the buffalog United. Statos westlvard expanslon and. an ¡.rn-

oorupulous and. d.estructive trad.e had. taken care of that, The

lCanadian Hlstorlcal Assooiation Report s lr92}s p" 93s
Dopartment of Publio Archivese Ottawag Kingss Printorse \929,
"The lionorable Alexand.or l\iorrisg the frlanu His I{ork!¡e by Lila
Staplee"

ñ
-Although settlement ¡ras sperse in the aroa und.er d.isoussíon

1n the l87gts and the lBBO0su it was stllL necessary to place the
ïndlans oî rês€TVêso Thie !,ras one way of keeping *ho Ind.ians
peacefulu a condition lnportant ln enoouraging lnmigration to the
Canadian Northwest"
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thousand.s of buffalo which had. roamed. ths Canad.ian plalns as late

as tho 1B6O0s and. whioh had suppllecl the Plaín Indians wíth most

of thei¡ material- need.s yfold.od. once mor6 theÍr territory to

civili zation '
In 1874u Canada was but e young nation with most of its

oltizens emerging as strong expononts of croating a Canad.a from

coest to coast" lrlith }lanitoba entering Confod.eration in 1870

and British Colurnbta in L871e thsre remained. in the minds of man6r

Canad.ians onþ tho neod. to fill the great vold betweon these

provinces with white settlerse people vrho r¡ould. purohase land and.

suppl-y the eastern mills with raw materíals, They would. also

purohase the finished. prod.ucts of the eastern faotorj-es, 3ut

tho Northwest qrag not exactly a vold. as it was stl1l oooupled.

by ïnd.lans,

The Ind,ians had. by the 18790s lost thair source of food.

supply on the pral-rlese the snall game and fieh oould- not support

the Indian populatiorie and. the coming of wbito settlements would.

leave them in a precarious positionu The problem rvas that the

Canad.ian people and particularþ the Ganad.ian governnent had to

do something with these people" Truee they were of a d.ifferent

aolor and took on a nebulous ima.ge of d.f fferent natlons e but the

faot nemainod. that they were Ganadfansu the subjeots of the

Canad.lan goverrment but not citizens.

What Canad.a ohose to do with the ïndians of the QusAppelle

Treaty and what the Indíane allotred. Canada to do with them f¡on

1874 to 19O5 presents an interestlng story and. llluetratee some
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of the policies pursuod, b¡r the Sovesnmont and tho reactlon of tho

Ind.ians, a roaction which could not be expressed. in positive

aotion booause ttro Indians T{ere d.ivid.ed.e 61¡61*powêred. by bribery

and. liquore and, soon out-numborod' by whites'

In 1867u when Canad.a became a natlone its politicians mad@

sure that responsible goverrunont was ombod.ied. in the oonetitution"

'Governrnent by the peopLe for the peopleô,had. alread¡r become a

saored. princlple and. was to be maintained.' For ihe Tndians, who

!rer6 offlciall-y J.egisLated. as wards of the State in 1B?6y it was

more 0government by the Canad.fan government for the peoples

because they were oonõid.ered. too suncivilized.' to partioipqte ån

governments' The Ind.ians of the Qu0Appelle lreaty lrere to be

ad.ministered. by gov€rnnont officials" Established thero ån 1874

1ùas a system of government d.lametrioally opposed. to responøibLe

goveænmente that ise an oligarcÏçy"

The Ind.ians under Treaty Four had, susvlved. for oenturiee

unûer the band systemu a LooÊe form of pol-ltical and social

organiaation, Und.er this treaty there were trvo maln types of

Indians * the Plaine and. the l{oodland typos. Some Crees and tho

Stonles (or Assíniboines) lrere Plains Ind.Íans who had developed' p

form of ehleftain, a police force and. a warrior clasg beoauso the

buffal-o hunte tribai. enemJ.esu and. the relativeþ large populations

of the Plains lndiane had d.emanded such organi.zations" The polÍ*

ttoal and. sooial organizatione of tho I{ood.land Cree and" Saulteaux

w6r@ leee oompLex sinoe they were rûoro scattered and. fower ån num*
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bêr, Howevoru theyu *ooe had. a rocogl:izod. form of lead.erehi-p fn

a ohlof or med.icifle rl&fle The governmont also rocognized. this

leadershlp at the õlgning of the treaty in 18J{u but subsequentþ

the Indian lead.orship role 1n tho åmplementation of the treaty,

its torms and other Ind.ian polioies was overlooked. for the moet

part, lntlian partioipation in Canaclian d.enocracy found. littLe

roon after 1B?4 in the Northrvest' tittle wac expected. of them

in taking the lnitiative fn oarrying out troaty tormse and they

were able to d.o lfttle about ít"

The rnain alm of tho Indiara polioy of the Canad.íarr govern-

ment was to uproot the Ïndian from his primitive etate in hi.s

hunting ground. and. to transplant him on ê recerv€ t'rhere he

would learn to embrace & shåghor oivílizatiolx0. Thls polioy

would. also freo his land. for settlers and. large corporations.

For examplee the Hud.sonts Bay Company had. left large tracte of

land, und.er the oontrol of tho Fed.eral governmont whloh used. land.

ae part pa,ynent to the railroad. oompanies who built in tho North-

lyest. The government also sold. large tracts of land. to colonizfng

Land oompanles who bought up the 1and. at opportune tinee'
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il'IPLEI'1ENTATION OF TllE RESERVE SÏSTEM

A" Tbe Reserve SYstem

The ResorvatLon system w8,s a form of j.solation of Ind'iane

fron Euro-Canad.la¡r settlements' The Ind-ians und'er tbls system

BfÊrê supposed. to be I¡emovod from the influenoe of the Euro*

Canad.ian¡thllethoywould.learntoad.apttoanorrwayof3.lfe

under the guid.anoe of govÖrnment offlcials. "& sed'entary exíet-

eno€ was a totally foreign oonoopt to tbe natives ¡vho lrere

accustomed. to a nomad.lc way of llfee but it ïÍas êE¡6entral tå tue

reaorvatlon systen, The 1{ood.Land, lndíans who bad. boen atomistia

before the ooming of the fur trad.e bècamo even nore so uad'er the

lnfluence of that trade'X Since the fur trad'o tend'ed' to d'eplete

the anlmal life of an a3êâe the Ind.ianc were compelled' to flaiæ

out for bun¿re¿s of square miles d.uring nost of the year in quest

of fur or food" Tbe nonad.ic llfe of the 31aíns Tnd'ians ¡ras diff-

erent !n that some of the time they roamed- ín band's after tho

buffalo, Tbey aLso hald. large gatheringe in areaB suoh as *he

Qu8Àppelle T,akes and tire Cypress H1lIs"

Secauseofthosed.eeplylngrainodhabitsofmigrationgít

took more tban a written &gre@mont and. govornmontal ooeroÍon to

I
Sa"nowu Viotore *ChlPPewa Social

poloeists Menaehau Hieooneine Volume 53e
Ro LOO6-LO126

Åtonism euu -ÅroeJlqAn Ant-hro*
No" !e Fart le 1961e
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effeot the Ind.ianse sot*lement on reserVêse

It toolc ovoÏ a d.eaad.e to eonvlncs tho majorlty of Índ-ians 
.

toaocept&xe8eTvoand.tttootcsoveralmoroyêarstosottlethen

d.o¡rn even parttalþ" Ultlmately it was starvation whioh oonvinced'

tbe PLains Ind.iansu suoh as tho Creee and' the Aeslnlbofneøe søho

bad. sholi'n the groat€st reluotance to livo orl l¡esorv@se to accept

this node of life"

Reservoland'su'erêtobe'surveyed'bygovefn¡nêntsurveyors

and. r¿ere to be given to the lndiane for theÍr use' In the lnd'iane8

understand.ing thie land belonged. to them but accord'íng to tho J'awe

tbe governnent had. oontroL of the land.s"z If an Inôian ha¿ '1m-

proved a particula:e plote bo oould. oLaim sole right of occupancy

but the. Crown retaíned. the right of d'isposal if the I¡rd'ia'¡r wíshed'

to d,ispose of åt, CommissLoner Provenober explained tbie polåo$

eucoinotlye

lheirrightintheBeservelspreclselyofthesame
nature aã tnat r¡I¡icb they ha¿ before tbe treaty ovêr
ther¡ho].eterritory,arightofundivid.ed.possession
rryithout the poirer of solLi-ng or ced'ing it in azly

r¡annex, whatever, Tt requlres special i.egislation to
olothethemwlththerightsoffullpropertyubeing3
that wbioh usual3-y aeoompanles the aot of onanoipation'-

Ín an offloiaL report 1n 18?5e Commlsslo$€T Ho J' Chriefie

Z1"d.ir' Affairs Dooumentey Blec&-Serleq s li 4ZZs 752' 
-.

Und.ated spoeoh of Star Slankete prãffiaU1y -to ttre Governoæ Goirsral

Ln the earlY lPOgese P'Â"G"

3cana$a" ssseional Paeerse No" 8E P' 56e 18?5.
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ind.loated that only nlne rosorvos waro sup¡rosod to be 

"uro"yud.,4
Those were aLl fron tho Northoastorn pa.rt of the recently cedod

lands" Sevoral other bands ind.ioated. that the¡r Ì1rôro willing to

settleu but some of tire PLains rndians euch as pia-pot and. Littlo
Blaok Beare both cree ohíefs, took considerable¡ time to settlø
on their reserves. ln 1875r a* l-east ffve band_s were not even

read¡r to ind.iaate ¡rhere they lrould. lj.ke theír regervoa ancL several

othors were follotting the buffalo in the UnÍted Statoe TerrLtoråee.

By 1884, rnost of the reserves of rreaty Number Four had. been
5

eurveyed., -

Tho rnd.ians und.er Treaty Nusber Four could have fi¡eir
choloe of Locatfone for their renierves accepted by Governmont

officiale if lt d.id not ínterfere ¡çith sottlerse or other elaime.

No* one example ean be found. where a settler wan romoved. beoause

of the Ind.ia¡se lntentlon to sottle at a particular place,

Origlnally the rndia¡rs ¡vere not to be granted rand neaæ

projeotecL canad.ian Paclfic Railway lines since they would.

lnterfere wltÌ¡ the land geanting schene" For examplee cot6rs

ahofoo of land wae not approved by the surveyor for that reaÊonu6

e No, gs XXV' 18?6.

5¿ ¿"t"iled analyois of the roserves is oompiled" in thetext Descri s-and Plane Certain Ind.ian Reserves in tffi,L"Perkins Bookbinclers Ltd."e Reginae 9" OrigÍnally oompiÌed by
L{eutenant Governor De¡,rd.ney for the fed.eral governmsnt, Some of theportinent statlstios &re reprod"uced. fron thås book ån .Âppend.fx VIIÍn

6^ ./-Gote lras eventualþ granted hÍs reserve rqhen i* was d.eoídedto movo tho tenad.ian PaaLfLe RarLway J.ånes eouth of the eusAppel.leVaLley,
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To avoid. j-ntornatLonel confllots botwoon Canad'ían and' Âmerloan

lnd.lanse the Departmont fn the L88oîs dsoj-dsd to removo its Ïndlans

to tho Nortþeastern soetion of tho coded. land-s' During this poriod

not one reservation was gfantod. to Inrllans fn olose proximity to

the lnternational bound.ary or nestward in tho $ypress Hf1ls

regions, Several band.s refus@d to accept this plane but govern*

ment threatse persua¡¡lone and. starvation mad.e thom 3@rlovêE

The famous chief Pia-pote & no$-hered.itaIy cree chiefe

was a case ln point. This ohlefe ¡{ith a fairly large folLowlnge

1ras accustomed, to trade at Qu€Appe}l€ Lakes but for the most part

resíd.êd in the Cyprass 811Ls 8Tê&o In 1876e Pla*pote who r'¡as

rêoogniz€d aÊ a ohiof by tho Indiane but not by the Hudeones 38ff

Compargre Ìüas rop6rtod as not bolng roafur to Erettl-s on & resorve

as d.€signatod. by governmont offiolals near Qu0Appel]o' Apparently

he was proparod. to aocept a reserv@ on the fringe of the pLains

at tittle Touoh'wood. Eii.lee but he never did' so. IIe and' hls band'

contl-nued. huntlng and reliod on provisional heLp from tho govern-

ment ln tho CYPress H1118 e.rê&o

Ðuring the tBBl-8Z wLntor soason ho oampod at Cypress H1lls

fro¡o where he went to Ind.tan Hoad. tbo fol-1owLng st¡Iiln@rs In lBB2e

Ple-pote before loavlng cypross I{ÍI}sr had. hel-d up tho oonstruo*

tLon of the Canad.ian Paolfio Railway unt1l a sottls¡nent wae

roaohed" Âocording to 6om€ souroes the d-åsouseion laeted' onlSf

flfteen mlnutese but e nephew of the ohlefe contênd.s that' the

rc

:::::ì

'lliì

,:ii



50

talk went on for three weeks.T

In arçr ca.soe tho governmont offieiaLe al]oued him sevoraX

concessiofiso . His people were promised. freo transportation on the

rall.way and be rec6ived. severaL porsonal gifts such as e Êtov@e

disaarded. Northwost Mounted. Police horses anð a ""**ot"B The

chlef e along with his wfves and. band.e loft for the Qus$ppei-le

region fÌrom nhioh he r¡as êventualhr foroed. to loave undsî nflitary

threat and. starvation' .After tho slxtb d.ay of hf.s stay in the

flatse tho Inclianss habitual ¡¡intering ground.s in the QusAppelle

Valtey, Pfa*potee band.es ratíonslrere out off by the lnd-íasr agente

and. the bancL was eonpelled to go to Ind.ian Head' Finalþt ín 1884e

tho tndomitable ahief agreed. to reslde on a. res€rve fn the Qut-

Appelle rogion whloh T{es surveyed 1n 1"886"

Pia,*pot waB only ono of tho Tndian ohiefs of tho ?lafns

who refusod to erooopt the terms of tho orlgine} treaty and'

eubmLttsd. unwllllngly to the gorrernment poltolee of tho tiu¡o'

Briborye in the form of personal oompansatlonse wae used. to ind.uoø

man¡r ohlefe *o settle on thelr aêBorvês whlob were to be oonsoli-

dated. s¡ithln a llnited. area fn the northoast of tho treaty ars*"9

?FarlSator,etya,n. 
E

Arohivoe of Saskatohewan (Rog1na)'
R,"This informatton was taken f¡om

atohewan .Archivosc 1^Iood Mount-aln- TaLest
1932 and. !iæ$.p Saskatohewan HistorÍoal
po 49e P.A"S' (Regina)"

9Macd.onaLd.! s Correspq¡4lo,nce- wíth Ï,leutonant Governors of
tfrr no"t m Dotrd'ney to Slr Joh¡r A" Hao-
cLonald.e Åugust 1Oe 1883¡ P'A'S' (Reglna)'

l^Io.tetohe p* 49r Publio

trvo sourcos in the Sask-
&a Fleohe ?ress, JulY fe
Soolotye Àbe1 Watetohe
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When frlend.þ porsuasione d.id not worke tho two mothod.s al"luded'

to above ¡rere enforoed.'

Âlthoug.h the Indians had boen promleed the right to d.esig*

nate the loor¡tion of their reÊerves thÍs consid-eration rqas to-

talþ ignorod. ln the rêmoval policy carrlod. out by tho Canad.ian

governmont" The ronovÐ-J. of the Ind.ians from the south and the

southwest w&s oarriod. out for three main reasons * the easi-er

ad.mLnistratlon of the Ind.ianee the pressuro exerted. by "å.merlcan

authoritlese and. obliteration of conflíet among Ind.ian tribesr

In tho first lnstance s it was felt that the Tnd.ians could rolaa,1n

eoonomicalLy ind.epond.ont for a gfeator pertod. of tlmo tf they

were located fn tho Northeast whero thero waa suppoeod. to be a

greater abund.anas of emall garne a.nd. fleh" Xt was eoon evid.ent

that the &rea eould. not eafely support the Ind.ian population.

Withln ten years fron the time of the signing of îreaty Fourt

Ind.ians w€ro {ying of starvatlon and. suffered. from nalnutrition

partioularþ d.uring the vLnter months" Tbe seoond. reason f,or

renovlng the .Ind.ia^ns 
frorn the south seemed. to be Justified in the

6arl-y 18800s when Tncllans troubles involved. Ganad.a in an interna-

tionaL d,lspute wíth the United. States governmerrt*Io Third.þe the

1r)*"The Canad.ian governmont for fear of anta4çonizing the
Amerioan government obligingþ removed. the Indians from the
south. Append.ix IX inclicates the general location of tho Ind.ians
involved. in Troaty T{umber I'our. The map shows that only one
reË€rve had. orlglnal\r been grairted. south and. r.¡ost of Broad.viewt
Saskatahêwârls The l"nternational dlspute in reLation to t'he renovaX
polloy ls d.j.eousseê in seotion B of this ohaptor'
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Crees were still lnvolved in borse-steaLing and. raid.ing agairrst

the SLaokfoot Indians" In viow of thÍee the Croes 'wero to be

noved. frorn tho Cypross Hille area to the northeastern part of the

region"

the roservee to be allooated. at slx hund.red. and. forty acre€r

for evory five persons were supposod. to bo givøn to tho Indiane

forever. There r+oro only tl¡o oond.itÍone und.er whlch those land.e

oould be alfenated. ftom the tratlr¡ess for publÍo works and. fos

the benefit of the Indlans, Although the ïndians seldon applled

for the sale of thelr landsua great portÍon of their land.e wero

fornalþ eurrend.ered. und.er the pretext of utheir benofit€*

Intereeted partles such as settleæsu lanrl speoulators

and. rallroad companlos couLd. requost tho eurrend"er of Indian land.e

at opportune *1mee and. oonvlnoe government offlolale to aot on

thelr behalf" .À great part of the Ind.lan reservê Land.s of Treaty

Nunbe¡ Four wero alienatod. for various rsasons by 1!0þ" Usualþ

the sales benefitecl tho Ind.íans very little economioally but

benefitod. the government which mad.e a profit by selling the la¡rd.

cheapþ to 1and. oorporatlons otr settlers. Usual.þ the Ind.ians

receLved. only a nomlnal sun of money for tbeir land. r,¡hioh ¡ras

purchased. by Indian Åffairs belor¡ the going prfoos"

Jurisdiotion for salo of ïnd.ian Lands was outlined in tho

Ind.lan Ast, The Superlntend.ent GenoraL or'his d.esignated offloer'

oould wÍtb the consent of thø Indians eolJ. an¡r reserv€ Land. 3y

3.aw a maJoæj.ty of maLee ov@r tw@nty*one present at a meeting und.er



the d.lreotion of e grverruûent agent aould. surrender the land.

The prooeods of the land. exoept for ten per oent eould bs inveeted

or plaoed. in the Ind.ian Band. Irunde,

For examplee the surrend-or of part of cotó Resorve near

Kansaok fn ltol rsas doscribed as foLlows by the rndlan commiee-

ioners

ï estinated that when the ¡oad allowance' hrexe taken
lnto account thore r.rould. be about zOeooo acr6s in tho
surrendered. areag and. d.ed-uctlng the approxirnate 6eoo0
acros in exchangee there rsould. be about l4eOOO acres
to be paid for" This quantity at S10"OO per acre
would. amount to $1{oe000e five per cent of which r¡ould.
be $7e0OO, The nunber of Ind.ians fn the band is about
25os so r arranged to pay them at $28'00 per headu wfth
the understand.ing that if argr of tho land eold for

, rûore than $1O,0O per acree or if an actual survey of
the land. surr€nd_ered.u or of tho area to be ad.d.ed, in
exohangee dfffered from tho estinat,e madeu it should.
be adJusted. nhen the second. poymont fs mad.e to the
rndians within thlrty days after the salo of the lands,trl

undor this a¡rangemont the govornment was abLe to Lnvest nínety

per oent of the total revenue r¡ithout havir:g the rnd.íaas claln
that moneyo The d.ireot benefite that accrueô to the ïndlans from

surrend.ered. lands r,ras extremeþ meagree

As the raiLroad.s and. settlenents moved. westr¡ard. the

Indian reserves came lnto d.emand. for settlement, Tn soloo oases

the railroad. oompanlos æequired, rights of wqy through r.os6rvê8s

Thle happened. to l{uecowequan€s band. rvhen tho Granlc Trunk Railway

}l¡a¿¡.-pr Affalrs ï)ocuments e Þ-lgglS_-Ser.lege lottor
Lalrd.e Ind.ian ComrnÍssioner to the Ðeputy Supeæintond_ent
of tr¡rd.1an ^Àffairae Deoember 26s 1905e F,-4"G"

from David
Goneral"
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crosBed. their res€rve d.iagonelþ'*" Tho raífi'rays aleo built tom

sites on 6ome roser.ves' Thon 1t wee just á matter of tlme before

the argumont that fnd.ians did. not benofit from such arrangements

arosg, The settlers thon olaimed. that land-s surround'ing thess

towns ought to be Bold. for the benefit of the Indians and- settlê*

mont. Part of Cotócs reg@r¡re was soLd. on that basís earhr in the

twentleth oenturyu13

Ae land. was taken up nea3 T€sêsvgfle settlere usually appfied'

pressuïe upon the Ind.ian Affairs Departmentu their eleoted re-

presentatlvee or upon tho Ind.ians themselvos to so1l their land.s"

In the case of Paequass Resorvee the initial proposal had bçen to

purchase what was callecl the 'rbroken frontto sections"l4 The

sseotioass consisted. of about !00 acros whicb r'rere onned- partly

by tbe settlers and partly by the band' Âccording to the a4ont

15
tho land.s r¡rightfulþ form a part of the respeotirre faTnsuu 

"
Àlthough the Indians refused. to seLl even this smal1 portion ít

wae ar.gued. that they would. benefit greatþ fron the sale" One of

the offÍcial.s of the Ind.ian Âffairs Departnent clalmed' that the

l2rrruior. affaire Doounentse .31.aek-Feqt_ese letter from
Deputy Superintend.ent GeneraL to the Governor Goneral ln Councile
April 26u 1906e PuÀ"C'

'r1tr&g, 
e Report f¡om Rev, John MoDougall aotång on behalf of

the Depaffit of TnctLan Affalrs to the Mtnister of the Interfore
October 1Lu 1905,

t4ru.e liåtohell0s report to the Seoretarys Ðepartment of
Indian ¡f-fafrse APril 4e i.900'

l5rtt¿.
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fnterest at 10/ ofun$5eO00e r.rould. bo of great servioo in glvfng

the fndians a bettoI. woÎhing equlpment and alsoe lf it oould' be

doneu ln provid.ing lurnber anrl other bufld.Íng matoriaLe for the

ereotion of a good. olass of house and. farm build'inguu*16 The

Ind.lan Agent, showing llttle ooncern for tho intorest of the

Ind.ianse ongou$tored. consid.erable trouble ín 6etting tho oonsent

of the Ind.ia¡rs" ¡tt tbe fírst noeting he roported. 'ua majority of

eight votes out of eighteen voters!¡ uU bot ttre followíng r^rlnter '

tbe band.s reverËed. the d.ecision witþ eleven votes Ëupporting the

orfginal vote and sixteen opposing tt. The agent d.istinguished'

between the yotrng progresslve voters and. the '¡old' time elemgntr'r18

blarning the latter for refuslng to sulrender the Land- on tho

gCqund.s that they were retalíating against tho Agentss enforeenent

of oertain legislation. Ae he stat'od'e

I have spent a gooå deaL of time in trying
to overoome the opposition ¡'ririch latterly
d.ovelopod.e after the íllegaL danoes were
prohibited.e and d.id' all ln qy poller to support
the progressivo element but oould' not oarry
¡qy wishes through" L9

The agont after his failure threatened. the opposing Incl'ians with

reprisale by telLing them u'thet thoy nust expeot oertain coîse-

quonoe6 to foLtow es long as they persist ín obetructing our

16,,,d","oAffairsDocunnentgeÐg@.9I{1tcho119s^report
to the Seoretarye Departrnent of Tndian Àffatrsr Âprfl 4o L9009 P"A'g'

n?g"
t8ru'
t9JÞg"
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efforts for the ad.vencement of the India"u"uu?O

Byl9o29notonþthebrokonfrontsoÛtionsubutseveral

other sections .Efero requLred. foq settlement from Paequaes Roeesv6'

3y 1!O! Indian Affairs offfcia.ls rospondod to prêsÊures applied' by

T{eetern Þlernber of Parliamente Mrn G" A" 3u1yea"21 The fnetructor

of lnclian Agencies rooommoncled. that the land' be sold- at eigh*

dollars per aore with 1@ of the sale price going to the In¿lans

lndlvid.ually, The l-nterestlng notation was that tho Indians who

had. improruq Land. and butldinge ought to be compensated for the

eame by having the actuui uot d.od.uoted. from the principal" In

effoot e the Tnd.lan band. was to pay for the improvemonts of ,the

land. of thoir felLo'w Ind.ia¡rs. Th'Ís uncorupulous device was used

extonslvely by Tndian Affairs in settling íts land fmprovenens

commitments'

Tn the ãafne reBort tho Agent sug8ested. that about 17e000

to 21e0OO aores frofû Muscowpetunges Reserve be glven up by tbe

fnctiansr,,on a seven tlollar basis as there are fewer Ind'ians on

this reserve than on Pasquass and. the first payment wt}l gO furtbee

Índ.ivid.ua11y,"22 The baslc value of seven d-ollars for all reserve

land. plus five doll-ars for inproved. Ind'ian land. was r¡ell below the

'oI,,uI',,AffairsDocumgnts9gJ@9Mitche11.0s-roportto the Secretarye Dopartment of Ind.l-an /tffairsu Aprfl 4s 1900s P'A'C,

,t&lg"e letter from G, Â. 3ulyea to the Deputy Mlnfster
of the InTãr'ioru January J.3e i'9O2'

22=t&lg.e Lettor froro Inspector of Tnd'lan Agenoies to-the
superintend.ent Goneral of Ind.ian AffalrEe ottawae Ðecernbee 20e 1905'
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estimstod psiee of titenty-fivo to thtrty dollars per aore of

settlerss land ln the &rêâa

Consid'erlng *he facts prosonted by this agonts ft is he'rd'

tosoethattheeer€E'ervesü.oretobeeold.forthobenofitof

the rnd.ians " The money used. for the payments to tho Ïnd'lans for

surrend.ered' land-s usualþ came f¡om {'þs t{anaglment Fund' which in

1go6 had u,an interest bsaring balanoe of $1?0e000""23 The fund

Itsolf r,ras rnad.e up of ,,a parria.mentary grant of $14v00o a year

and. ten por cent of all land.s and. timber salos"u'24 In effeot, the

saleofÏnd'ianland.ebenefited'thelnd.ianÂffairsDepartraentmore

than the lndiane* Ås D' C' Sootte the Ind'1an '&ffairs Àocouirlant

etatsd.s

It will be seen that the last source of sovenue

(safe of lancl's and' tirnber) is of bsnefít to the

account, as ar\y incroase 1n land' eales wilL
onlarge tne f-una so that the promotlon of
surrenders and salos of l-and' is d'ireotly tn the

i-ntereet of the Fund'' 2þ

l¡Ilththlskind'ofattltud'eexpressedbylnd.ianAffairsoffioia}s9

ÍtwesvJ-rtuallylnposslbleforlnd.ianstoretalnagoodportlon
of, thelr arablo land'su

As early as 1886, part of lúusoonpetungss :reserve w&s

roquired.'TbeDeputyÏltlnlsteroftheÍnteriordlreoted.a]-etter

arÌ

ill

Affaire Ðooumentes å1g[ seg-Xgeg Ilomorand.um fæom

January 1!e trP06eP'À'0.
the ÐePut$r SuPeríntend'ent Generalu

Do C' Scott to
24r¡ia"

25ruta"
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to Vankoughnete tho Doputy Supeclntendent of Tndian Affalrae

stating that settlors near þloosonin wanted. to purchaeo the la.nd.

booause

tho sottlers in tho neighbourhood. of lûoosomÍn brought
to tho Mlnisterss at*ention thq faet that the Indian
Reserve in quostion lies l-mmed.iatel5r al-ongside of the
C,P.R's that Ít would. be d.eslrable in the publfc
lnterest and, in ths interest of the Ind.ians themselvee
that they shoulil, be novod. back slx niles from
the Reilway " 26

After the orfglnal purchase offÊr w&s nad.e and. Vankoughnet had

apparentþ refused. to aoquire the Land. in questíone anotheæ

lotter wae l{'ritten to the Ind.ian Affaírs Department statlng

that it was haå exoeed.l.ngþ und.esirable thing that for neaæþ

twenty mllee along the line of a railway there should. be an

Ind.ian Reserv€ if it fs possibte to evoíd i1.uu2? Indlan Agent

A, MoÐonald.e in 1891 requested that d.effnite arrangenents bo made

tf the land ware to be surrend.ered.' He polnted out to his

superior that the lamtl in questlon l¡as extremeþ valuable to

the Inctians for haying purpoet€s and. that definlto plans trere

requåred.e

for ae tiro natter stand.s at presont the only result
of an eppaal to the fndíans would be an fnd.efínlto
unsottllng of their mind.ee lrhich would. nake further
traneaotfone muoh moro dlffioulte they beinge s,a you
&r€ aw&r€e of a ousplolous n¡rturo" 28

- ?6---Indian Affairs Dooumentse åfLc\. JgiËe letter frora the
Deputy l[inister of the Interior to L" Vankoughnete Deputy of the
Superintend.ont General of India¡¡ Affairse Maroh 4¡ 1886e P"A"C'

2'î-'&19" e Letter fron tho Deputy Minletor of the Interior to
L" Vankouehnete Aprll lle 1886"

2B_. . r 1_.^ i_^_ T-_--Jbid"u letter from Tncllan Agent at Crooked. I,ake to
Suporlntend.ent Goneral of Indlan Àffalrae Þlaroh l0e 1891"
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The Tndianc apparently hei.d fast to their lande foæ fn

LB99 no surrend.er had. yot been effeoted." The land.s non requlrod..

for settlo¡nent became knoi,rn as toxcess 1and.0 slnce tho band. pop*

ulation had. d.ecroased. from that of 1879 rqhen tho largest number

of Indlans reoeived. thelr annulty" There is absolutely no 1nd.å*

oatlon that the Dominlon governmont, re-nogotlated. the land questlon

wlth the Ind.ians on that basíe. Ît was again argued. that the

fnd.ians would. benefit i.f settlornent expanded. into theis ar@&ç

but no valid reason was put forth to substantlate that olairn.

ln 1902e the Sroadvj-e¡q and Whitersood residents petitloned

the government for tbe purchaso of land" feom the Cro'oked. Lake

Reserve, Th: Creee of Reserves Jl and. J2 nere u'strongly opposed.

to surrend.erlng an¡r portion of theLr reuer*r"*.nu29 The opposition .

had. extend.ed. J.ong enough and. was not aritioal enough that the

Ind.fan Commlssioner himselfu Ðavid. Lairde atternpted. to eonvince

the Ind.ians to part r+ith their land.s whioh they were nost reluo-

tant to d.o, Laird. 1n bis oorrêÊpondenoe to the eentral offtcs in
Ottawa quoted several ohiefs.

One of them, Katahkinâooose a souneillor of Band ftr e

opposed. taird by saying

you then (18?4 at Qu0Appelle) ad.vised our ohlef
and. alL of us to take up land and. bring up our
peoplo on the land," I'lbon our ohl-ef d.ied he left
us instruetlons to look after the reserve" I an

Z9Ïrrdirrn Affe,irs Dooumentse 31ao.k Spr:þqe lotter from
DavLd. Lalrd., Ind.len Commissloner to the Seoretarye Dopartment
of Ind.lan Âffalrse $[ay 6e 19o?e P,A*C"
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very gl{ìd" you c&mo to aslc uo quiotly about 1t. Ï
am very ploasod. about ite but rEo cannot oonsent
to part'¡ith ar¡y of it. That is all I havo to
sa.y and. .you have hoard. r,¡hat tlio othors said-
about -it. 30

Ka-ka-qistahawe the Chtef for Band- Nurnbor 'f2e stateda

Ifhen we ma,do the treaty at QuuÁppollo you told. me to
chooso out land. for mysolf and. nolr you eomo to speak
to me here' I'le r'¡ere told to take thls land- and. we

are going to keep it' Did I not tell you a long
time ago that you r.rould oome somo tfunee that you
r+ould. oome and. ask me to sell you this Iand. back
agains but I told you at that tlne No* 31

Tbe views oxpressed. by the IncLtan lead.ere were those of

the rest of tho band nembers gonerallye but the will of these

Ind.lane to hoLdL on to their lande tonaeiousþ tras unequal to, tbe

relentless damand.s of those seeklng these propertles'

In 1904u respond.Íng to further presÊurê fsom settLerse

tho government again proposed. to approaoh tho Índ.lans about tho

sale of thelr land.s ad.Jacent to the railway" A nerç wed'ge had. been

fountl to break up Inilian resistance " David. f,aird, referrlng to

the new opportunlty whioh offered itself in Juþ, 1904 at tbe

annulty pqyments stated.e

i{r" Laehe of this officer r'rho was in charge
of the pqymentsu fu1þ explaÍned- to tho Ïnd'ians
tho benefit they wouLd, d-eri-ve by surrencLerltrg a
strip of the reserve and. a portion of the
rrrooeed.s reoelved. from the sale befng uood. to

t^

'"Ind.ian Affatrs Documentee BJgok Jeg¿qåe Letter fron
David. Laird.e Ind.lan Commiesloner to tho Seoretaryr Dopartment
of, Ind.lan AffaLrer MqY 6e 1902Þ P'A*G'

l1--rbid."
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fenoo tho resorve"32

Tho orux of the problem wes thet the noíghbouring settlere!

oattle were feed'ing upon the Indtan hay land's' Socauee thie

annoyedthemltlrasproposed'thatthèTnd.ianeTemoveand.build.

fences_nottoenolosothelroattlebuttokeepoutthenelgh-

bourlng stock'

Sylgo6gthefeelingwasthatatleastCowesesslband.had

beenleðtothinkthatasurrend.erofninety-fi.vethousand.acres

would.befortheirbenefit'FiretlyePasqua0sbandhad'appoared'

toreoeiveasatisfactorysettlenentandsecond.þgthopriestln

ehargeofCowesessReserveappeared'tohavocollaborated.withthe

Agent to convince the lnd'ians' 'As tho Agent pointed' oute

Cowesess! band. are largely Roman Catholio Balf-3reed'se

about gtf, i ãiroura tuyl "tta 
the 

. 
peopLo are to a great

extentr-irrã"t the inflúence of tho Priestu and' in
speaklng ïo-tft"t gentloman on the mattere he is of
tne opiãíon that a surrend'er could' be obtained' if
proPerlY hand.led'' 33

ThelndiansonKa-ka-rtistakawand.Co¡lesessReservoE'rÍore

toreoelvofiveporcentofthofiveclollarbasloprl.oeonan

lncllvid.ualbaslsatthettrnoofthesalepl.usflveperoentofthe

Lalrdl to Secrotarye Dopartnent of
L9A4c PuA' C '

rffi ,[ffalrse sePtember 3op

33Ioia"u letter fron 'ldu Graharn to
June 19, @" offiolali'ye tho band' was

of Saulteaux Ind.iane'

Honourable tr'rank Oliver e

oonsld.oreê to be mado uP
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r.evenue reeeivod by Ind.ian Affairs upon the ealo of the ressrve"

Chief Le Ratu brand.ed. aÊ, a non-progrenslve ]lalf-Broede had.

sugg€sted. that the Tndians ought t,o recelve fulL Ìrrooeed.e of the

land.s but he was told. that thls 'was an impose*bitíty"34

Settlement and oivilization prevalled. once agalne Enough

presaure had. been exertod.e and. voteE taken by earþ 1907 indicated.

tbat all three Indian bands agreed. to yield. torvnshlp seventeen

whtoh was und.er thelr oontrol' Tbe Ind.ians of Ochapalr&cêe Cowesesst u

and Kahkewlstahal¡ surrend.ered. 90e000 acres' The bonefits they

r€ceivod. were slighte but the settlerÊ were d.elfghtede and. the

3oard. of Trade of the Torca of Broad.view laud.ed the Honourablç tr'cank

Olivere Mlnister of the Interiore because they felt 'rsatlsfied. tbat

the surrend.er (of the Croolçed. Lake Resorves) of thie portion of

the reeerve hes boen aooompllohed. by the unceaeing efforte of the

ïndlan Department und.er your able d.lreot1onn"35

I

ì.4-*Ind.ian Affalrs Documentse S]ack Serle.Pe
Lalrd. to Secretarye Department of Ind.ían .Affairse
30o I9O4s P"A"C'

lq
";!¿go e Lotter from Board. of Trade of the Torrn of Broad.v"iew

to the lionourable trTank Ollvere Mintster of the Interíore February
L9c L947"

lettsr from David
Ottat¡ar Septe¡ober
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B, Relooatlon of Some Indians of Treaty Numbor Four

Until the early 18BO'!se Lieutonant Governor Der'rdney

ola1mod. that the Canad.lan government had. ad.opted. a policy to¡vard.s

its nativos that lüas red.ioally d.ifferent from that of tha United.

Statos torrard.s lts Ind.ians,l In the lriontana êT€&e ad.jacent to the

area of Treaty Number Foure the United. States had. alread¡r eetab*

Ltshed. reservations r.rhere the Ind.ians i{erê confined, and, compelled.

to try to nake a llvlng'

This was done prímarily to aecommodate settlement of a

white population relativeþ Larger than that of the Canad.ían

plains reglon whero settlenent was still a d.reamn The Canad.iãn

Nortbnest, partlcularly the southern reglone rornained. unsottled.

so that lt was still poeslblo for the Ind.ians to hunt and, move

about freely" This llase hol¡ev€re oreating conplicationso The

Canad.ian Ind.l-ans travell-ed. unha,mporod. acrose the bound.ary where

they were accusod. of lnterfering with thelr settled. kínsmen or of

malclng d.epred.ations upon the ranchersE cattleg horse steallng also

ocourrod. between the Canadfan and. American Ind.iansg and. there

alwaye the rlsk of roner+od- hostilities betwesn the Slaokfoot

the Flains Cree who were nrainly of Treaty Four area"z

lIrrd ltr, ,{f falrs
CommLssioner DewiLney to
March 27 e IB72e P"A,C,

2-..^*Jþid" 
e Commissioner Dewdnoy claimed that the 0reee ought

to bo movod north beoause they no longer had. oause to go across tbo
border" the buffalo wae virtually extinot and. the Grees had. ¡ro
Anerican relativee"

was

and

Doeunents e Bl-ack Seriese letter from Ind.ian
Superintendent General of Ind.lan .Affairse
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untLl thls timoe j.t had. beon customary for the canad.ian

govornlnent to a1lot¡ tho Ind-ians to choose the sltee of ttreir

reservations ln t,holr inmed.iate locale r¡ith llttLe lnterferenee'

Surveyed, rocelvee became the legal abod.e of mar¡y band.e within

Troaty Foure but the Indiane ooul-d. leave them nithout inter-

farenoe for reasone suoh as hunting and. fiahing" lfhe ohqåce of

looation for a rêselve became even less reetrlcted. ln the

north6astern part of Treaty Four aroa onos it was d.eold.ed to move

the Canailfan Peolfta Rallway maln line to a more southern reglon'

This ohoice of looation was given to band.s in the Fort Ellf.ce

a.reae eaetwarçt to Roll|ng Rlver Reservee flêaT what Ís now

Erloksone Manitobae northllard. to the S,akø ÏlÍnnlpegosls regione

and. ¡v'estward. to the F'ort Pelly &r:6&ø Tbose Plains Ind.ians who

had- trad.itlonally gathoæoô or trad.od. neaÐ Fort QusAp¡¡el"le settled'

along the valleYue

Tbs Cana¿ian goveænmentBs polioy as d.eecribed. abor¡e ahanged

d.rastioalþ after 1BB2 partþ because the United Statee viewed

Canad.ian Indians on Amorloan so1l d.ifferently tban Canada vLewed,

Anerloan ïnd.iane on Canad.len soile s¡1fl part.l$r:because of tbe

troubles of 1BB5'3

4,e a r€sult of the Minnesota $ar of 1862 and" Custerss

t{ars, a large number of SLoux Ind.ians sought refuge ån thø Canadj-an

3[rrur*, Affe.lrs Dooutnentse .Bl-ack seråpse d.ispatoh to^"Àotrng
Indian Agent at Fort Walsb fron E" D€l{dn@ye February 22e L882*

PrÂrC o

^Søe Âppondix IX"
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Northwest" British euthoritlee Ín the Nortbi\'@Êt w@r.e not propared

to deport the first group of rofugees nor were they prepared. to

flght them' Theso Indlans r¡r6re Sranted asylum und.er international

law and. subsequently the Canad.ian gover¡Iment granted. them the

rights of oitlzenship by Ord.or-in-Counoil ln 1B?3"4 Tho right

to remain ln Canad.a r.¡as also granted. to tho Sioux corning into

Canad.e in 18?6 although most of them were anoouraged. to return to

the United. States" The Canad.ian govefnment appropriated. S2eOOO'OO

for B" A, I-ega"á foo his efforte i.n convinoíng Sltting Bull to
tr

leave Canad.a./

Subsequently e the Sioux lnd.ians remalnlng in Canada w.ere

given emall xeserve land.s 1n I'lanltoba and. the lÏorthlEest Territories

in what is now Saskateh€Eêrle Â snaLl g"rollp settled. as far east as

Portage La Prairie at Sioux Vil1age"6

In 1BB1u the Ilnited. States govel¡nment requested tbat

Ind.ians fron the Canad.ian Northwest be kept north of the bound.ar¡r'

The Uniteù States alleged. depredations and thåevery by tho

Canad.lan fndians prlor to 1BBle but d.urlng that yeare they

oo¡nplalned. of slthe crossing of the bord.or by Canad.ian Ind.ians oll

tn¿ian Åffairs DoaumentsE åleck-åæe I'lenorandum b¡r A"
E, St" Louíse .Archiviste September {e L95Is P"À"C'

5gUtoll-Egn"t*eVol' 26Ju p, 492-94s letter to HonourabLe
tlalter Sã-otï, Ivl, P. from J, McKennae Ind.ian Affairs Officer Ottawee
April 30e 1901' P.Å.C'

6Laviolettee G.E llg The
in-Marlan Pressc 1944s p' 114"

fornatio¡l on the hS.etory of

S Íp-qS_lndienq I n 
-CanarIa e Regina e

Thle boolc oontains Íntoresti.ng
this tribe in Canada,
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thoir way to drive tho buffaloes away from tl-ro Ågoncy Incllans of

the United- Stotes,,,7 Although tho Canad.l-an govornment arguotl

that this ¡.¡as not an infraction of lntornatl-ontl lawe it nevarthe-

less suggested. that tho Sovernmont r¡ould. co-operato ín arryr plan to

avoid incursions by the rnd.ians from canada" În lBB2e Fred-

Frelinghuys.en ad.vlsed. Ltonol saokviLle I|feste Srltish }tfnÍster in

I{ashlngtone that the United. States gòvernment had decid'ed' to use

mllltary foree to oompel lts Ind.ia,ns to renaln on their sid'o of '

the bound.ary ltne and. that j.t expectod. the Canadlan governrnent

R

wou1d. keep its Înclians nor*h of i¡he bord'er'-

The Governor Generalts reoommond.ation r'tas that tbe Ind'ians

be alloi.¡od. to cross the botrnd.ary for huntíng and. visiting puT-

poseË rcith the use of fnd.ivid.ual permito' fhe Governor General

nas of tho opinfon that only 1nêlvlguqå offend.ers ehould' be

arrested and that the good Ind.lans ought to bo allot¡ed to hun*

anct. visit freeþ" Ee also thought that the Ünited' statees poJ.ioy

of dealing with whoLe trlbes !n thesO matters was not neceÊÊarãr

o
eg Juetu'

It is with tbls polloy ín view $hat tbe canadlan authorf-

?rn,t1"r, ¡lffairs Dooumentse TlLaoli $s¡glose lotter from-å"
Cnmpbolle Àot1ng MLnlstor of t,ho-mt,rrforr p" 2e Soptombor 13e

L88Le P"Â.0"

uÄþg,e lettor f"¡om trY.ed tr?eLinghwtsêne Amerioan seorotary
of Statffi-lionel Saekwllle West, February 2lu i-882'

9Êr.*'., dooument numbeæ z8e ?48*1s R' G' 10e VoL' 3739e

und.ated. oorrespondenoe f¡on tho Govornor Genera}0e soore*ary'
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ties refusod. to enter into a Canad.ian-^Amerioan egreomont similar

to the 'uagr'eemsnt bstween the United. States and. Mexioo providlng

for rooiprooal orosslng of tho lnternatlonal boundary llnO by the

troops of the respootfvo Governfnents in pursult of savag'o

1n
Ind ians.n'--

Ind.ian Commieslonsr Dewdney oonolud-ed. by eaying that such

an agr€oment would. bo unaooeptablo beoauso there wer@ trno oír-

oumstances whlch should. warrant such exoeptional measures being
't1

no'w t&ken""^* Dendnoy l¡as j.n favour of the permit syotem for the

Blackfoot Ind.ians weÊt of Treaty Number Four area who hunted. and.

vísited wlth thelr klnd.red. to the south, He folt llkewise aÞout

the Assiniboines but thought that the Creese who no longer had' any

reason to go southeought not to be included. in a permft eystem

and. ought to be onoouraged. to novê north"lz Tbe Unlted. States

gov€rnnent seens to have been unresponslve to the plan as it waÈ

never inetltutod.n Posslbly they d.íd. not r"¡ant to nako exceptions

to ar¡yonee lnolud.lng f,oreiga Ind.ianee to enter Indian torritory

in Nontana"

În Marohe IBB2u Frellnghuysen complained. to Lionel Saok*

vi-lle rrleste that twelve hundred. fndians had interfered, with

American Indfo.n Reservations fn the Montana Territory' Slnoe

loI"d.ltn Affairs Docúnentss B-tec}<-ågg,l-qee Report of e
Commlttee of tho Prlvy Gounoile July 2@e LBB3e P* 4p P'A"C'

lh!å,l. n p" P"

uttrig, 
e d.f spatoh

from B, Dowdneye FebruazY
to Aoting Ind.lan Agent at Fort Ïfalsh
22, X.BB2*
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the Arnerioa.n govor¡rment had. boen forced' to feod' t'hoee Ïndlanse oftÐ

oan und,eretanal the united. statoe gov@rnmêntss throat of takLng d'lre

aotlon by removlng stho intruding Ind.ians by foroeu breaktng up

tbetr oamp' end send.Ing them aorosa the frontiur"u'13

Beoause of the .&merlaan d.emand. that Canad'a restraln tte

Ind.ians from crossÍng the bordere the oomång of ttro railroad to

Cypress II!}ls, the |m¡otnence of fmnecliate settle¡rente and' the

Laok of a desert-J.lke area for Ind.tans in southern Saskatchewane

the Canacltan authorltlee lntensifled their r€movaL poliey so that

nost Crêe Intllans were cleared. f¡om the south by 1883.

5'he canadian governnent hacL persÍstent'þ olaf'med that the

No¡thwest Ïlounted Polfce CIould, have co*operated. r¡ith the united.

States authorj.tlee !n the West to eontæoL ll}egaL aots eomnitt@d'

by rnd.ianE on êLth6r eide of the bordere but'eventuaLly it ad'optod

the polloy that was onunolated. by an ord.er-ån*counoil on April

24s l88ze

thatthoselnd.ianshavångnowreturned.totheUníted'
stateee Your Exoellenoy ís alfare that the pollcy of
urgontþprosolngourlndlanstoloavothofrontler
and. ssttló on roeervos provld.ed. for thesÌ woLl ln tho
lntorlore ie beln8 pursuod. with inoæeesed. vigort and'

wfth goo¿L hopee of suooessø 14

The Canad.ian 6çovornment again exprossed. the bope of the ]¡rdla^nse

freed.on to oross tho Lfne be reoognized'"

The rernoval polioy was orlglnally appllcable to tho creeee

l3IrrUrtr, Åffalre Ðoeumentsp ålgok--E-gg{9ge let*er from
IÌeollnghuõr8en to saskville tfoetu March 29e lBB2e F"Au0"

u4ru'e Âprll 24e LBB4'

l,r;l:

]:'i,

l:-
' ,,::

t:ì
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but subsoquentþ lnelud.ed. tho .{sslniboines although Êome werê

pernitted. to have & res€rve wotl south of the canadian Paolfio

Railway main lln€E I prlvllego not enjoyed by the C¡eee"s At

ftrst it was aontend.ed. that the crees no longer had. eny need to

cxoss tho bounclery for rleason€t glven previously * a propositíon

not oompteteþ accepted. by 31g 3oar" In 1882e he proposed to

vislt Þlontana with a large gTot¡p of oÏee Ind-lans for bunting

purposeE¡e It was und.er these oircumstanoes that Frelinghuysen

f¡on tbe Depa¡tment of State ln 1{ashin6ton warned. Lionol Sactcvitte

Weet that ths presid.ent had. authorized. tbe uso of nilltary foroe

agalnst tho rncLlans and. oonflscation of their proportye15

In lBB3u suoh aotion'was taken agaínst forty-eoven Cre@

Ind.lang whoee horses lrere confiscated and oarta burned' They wêr@

subsequently osoortod. out of the United' States noar Fort ïlaleb

and. warned. mthat on no pretext whatsoever must arçr Croe Ind'Ians

re-oross to thLs sid.ø (Anerfeen) of the linee that lf found in

Þlontana hereafter they would. be consid.erecl. thieveeu and' be severeþ
1A

pr:niehed.u"lo Thees aotÍons ïr€re acoepteé by the Canad'ian Sove3n*

nent sinoe the Ind.ians hacl. been warnod of tho conBequences shouLd.

they croes the lino.

It was in 1BB3 $hat the "Assiniboineee Lfke ths Greese war@

l5ïrrd.lur, Affaire Docurneats e æE- Sggl$e letter from F'
hellnghuðrs€sl to É" 5' Weste June 1!e 1882q P"A'C"

t'Io*. e letter from
&leutenant Rn F' Batees Î{eY

#gøe 
Append.Ix ffio

Con¡rand.ing Offfoere H' H* Ad.e¡ns to
3Oe 1883"
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oonpellêd. to go 
"ro=th'1?

After].BBS9severalhund'redTnc]'iangsoughtrefugolntho

unlted states whero they were allorved. to stay for eeveral years

but eubsecluently d.eported. on ground.s of tblevery and' d'opred'ation'

Tho Governor of Montana d.escribed. tho situation thuss

In d.efault of a reseTvation and. the rostrictl0ns of
the Fed.eraL Governmente they (the crees) have been an

intolerablenulsancegconstantþvíolatingousgalne
lawsu foraging upon our ¡gþe and not infrequently
Iooting leolated oabins' I8

Sone of, the Creo Indiane who had. sought refuge after lBBl and'

who had. beon Joined by aoquaintanoes bocame knovnr as the Montana

Land.Loss Ind.lans, trtrom thls group a number of famllies were

d.eported. in Julye 1896" Twelve of these familLos chose to settle

at Round. Lake" The Âmerloan pollcy'wes to d.eport as mar\y Ïnd'ians

as posslble without much êlstinotlon between I'alr-breakers and' law*

eblcling Ind.ians. As Surton Deane, Superintond'ent Commander of *he

North¡rest ftlounted. PoLloee indloated 1n hls reporte

The man tCurþg, son of eThe Gophors or 0The SquLrrele
wlth Ot* Ot"dl-trórtclng wlfe e EleemÊ to bo a verïr d'oserving
Ind.lane and- the .amerioan offtcer regrotted. very rnuob

being compel.led' to d'eport him' X9

Altlrough Med.Ícine $ottle and, LtttLe-Six, two Sior¡x ohlefs weæe

d.rugged. and. extrad-iteê from Fort Garry to the uniteð states

.-
l?¿ttUough the Assinibcines had' been permitted- to live near

the bounaary anã to vislt thotr relatives &cxoss the ltneu they also
d.íspleasecL Amerioan authoritiesn Uncì.er these oiroumstanoêBe tbe
canaillen go\rernment d.eolcleê to move them north as well'

18Îo¿1.r, ^Affaire Doounentse EåegE-qqågqe letter to Seer6-
tary of Statee Washlngtone January 2Le 1896' P"À'C'

t9&!JL.e E'êport to Tnd.fan ComnieeÍoneæe Reglnae July Zle

1.896"
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oontrary to lnternational law !n 1864e Sritish and Cans'd'ian euthor-

ltles usu811y aoted. tzr good. falth toward-e the fndianÐ of ths North-

.20
1#6€ll o

In clealíng wlth the Ind.lano J-n the Northlreste åt often

eeened as though governf0ent agenoies brought British lan to Ind'lans

without extend.fng Britlsh justicee yet tho stand' taLcen by Britieh

and. Canad.ian authorftios with the 'Amerlcan govo"nmont vis-a-vie

Canad.ian and. Amorloan Ïnd.lans lnd'foate nfur the formor encountered'

less dlifflculty" It was this attitude manÍfested in the negotla-

tions ovel the Ind.iand right to cross tbe lnternational bord'er that

Ëhows why the United. Statee required' a mllitary force to right

wrongs oommlttod. by an ind.lvld.ual or õevers.l Tnd.Ía&e whereas the

Northwost Mor¡nted. Policee a polica-niLltary organization sonc6fveð

by slr John A, ${aedonaLde couLd arrest a w'rong-d.oer slngle*handed'1y'21

In ths mlnd.s.of Amerlcan Lew-enforoement agenciese trlbal T{rong*

d.olngs wer€ p€roej-ved" GeneraS.þ, tho Åmerioans rÍeI'ð seady to

condenn whole band.s of Ind.ians for lü:rongs commltted. by fnd'ivLduals"

trn the Canad.ian olroumsta11cese the authorltÍes genere'Lly did' not

oo¡rd.enn whole bands for the breaklng of the law by an lndivid'ual

or lndlviduale bY the band.

The
Si.oux

ZoLavio le t te e G' e T h-e- 51 o-ux. ryrd igns 1-q . 
(: allgflge Re glna e

l,Iarian press s I944E þ, !Ç-" t;ãe two ohlofse &aong other
æefugoes from }llinnes;te terrltorlooe were wanted. by Amerloan
authorities ð'€t war oriminals'

Z].utg1s John A" Maod.onald. and. tho }îounted. Polioo Foroe for the
No¡thwest TorrLtorl.esr¡ by s" I{n Horrall !n nho Ëanagia+ E1+Ï?.råo4
ñ;ï1;*, Jtrnoe L972s Unlversity of Toronto Prsesg P" 179*20O Ss sn

ã'ãõilfent artlole oB th€ organizatlon of thls foroe'
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Aì-though maqy Ind.ian lead.ers rosistod the removal polleye

l"tttls foroe wês roqulred. to effoot tho pol.loy as oarrLed out to a

large extont by the Northwest Mounted. Polícen As e consoquen* of

tho removale a large numbor of Ind.ians wero orowd.ed. into the

QusÂppolle area and. some tr€r6 elLowoð to d.rfft *or¡ard.s tho North

Battleford-Ed.monton area" The pollcy deptlved the Ind.ians of a

large area whioh the buffalo had. left but which stil1 sustained.

small game ouoh as d.eeru Tt also d.eprlved. these fnd.iane of e (

faf.rþ good. farrning and. ranohång aroeg nargr observers felt *hat

the Plains IncLians oould, bar¡e roore resd.lly und.ortakon ranohång

than they d.ld. farmíng'
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C" .&d.nlnlstratlon of Ind'lan Affairs fn tha Northwest

fÌromlB?4to1!o)thereTÍ6Têsgvera}governmontalagonoløø

whiohplayed.erolelnad.rnlnieteringthebusinessofthelnc].lan

poople" Tbe maln legielative bod¡r for fnd'ian Affairs was the

Canad.lanparliamentintlhiohthelnd'ianswerenotd.ireotþre*

presented'*TheAotspassed'bythisboilyorthe0rd.ers-in*Corrncå1

oftheCabinet.wesegonerall-yfornulated.and.lmpl.ementod.bythe

Ind.lanSranohoftheDepartmentofthefnterior"Thlssectionof

tbeDepartmentl.Iasrêsponsl.bleforcarryíngouttheternsofthe"

t¡eatieswbich.werenornallyinterpretod.bygovernmentoffioialg

wlthout aqy obligatlon or oornmitment to seek the ad'v5.ce oE ine

Incl.lans ooncerned.

Àt the looal-

l,feutenant Governor

Affairs branche the

Lnd.ian ohiefs rqere

governrûent Pollo1ee

and. ord.eg'"

Sefore the siggring of the QusÀppelle Treaty in 18T4p a

3oard, of Ind'ian Commissioners wae ostabllsh'ed' by an Ord'or-ån*

Counoil to oversee the affairs of the Territorles" Its maln

funotionsweretoformulatet}rogeneralprinolp}eetobefol1oweô

i.nd'ealingwíththelnd.lansofthoNorthwestTerrltoriesanðfn

þlanltobaand.toerran€pfoætreetynegotiatlonewlththelnd.ians

of the 
'.rf@&o 

Ths poltoiee wero to be reported to the contral

leve1 ln the Northweet Territorieae &

and. hle Counctle the staff of the Ind'lan

Co$miesÍoner of tbe políce foroe and the

thenainofficla].agenoieeforimplonentlng

and. troaty agreeme¡rts and' for rnaintalnlng la+n
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offioesoflnd.i-anAffaj.re"LÍoutenantGovoTnor}lorrisgLind'say

Russe].l,chiefLand.Grantingofficorofl{inntpoggandS"J'

Dalrsongthelnd'lanConmfssl-onor91r'oÏgthethroed'eeignated'board'

El€mbgrE"Duringltsshortoxistenoethisboard-provedÌtÌl$uceêÊg*

ful anct was abollshed' in 1B?5" J''leutenant Governor lviorrie alwa'ye

opposed'hiso¡gnnembershlponthl.sBoard.sinoehefelttheadmtn-

lstratlved'utlesofÏnclianAffalrswou].d.jeopard.løetheeeteenl.n

whÍch the Lleutenant Governor was heLd by the Ind'Íane'

The tleutenant Governor and' hLe Council as establfsheô

by the Nortbweet Terrttorles Aet of 1B.l5 oontinued' to play an

aotlverolelnlnclianAffalre'IndÍanChiefghad.thehabltof

communloatlngwlththeLleutenantGorrornorfnord-ertoexprese

theirgElevanoesgd.emand'sgorgood'wÍghee'TbeLleutenantGovef-

norag€neraJ.þused.thelrfavoured.posftlonstoappøasethe

Ind'ianeíntlmesofconfllotord.lstreee'ofa].lthegovernment

offioialsgtheylrorebeld.inthe}rlghostesteenanongthelnd'iane

of the Northwest"l

Tbel,leutenantGovernorwasusuallyatsoanlnd'ianCommis-

sioner and reported matters concerning the Ind-tans direetly to tbe

Super$-ntend'entGenera]-oftheTnd'ianå,ffalrstnOttawa"l.lostof,

those annuaL reports contalned. a d'istorted view of tbe d'eplorablo

d.eai.ing with tbe1

hh" n"""tige of an Ind.lan commissíonor l-n d.ealing wLr-Il TIIe

^ hs T.iarrtenant Govsrnor A' E' Forget 1n hie
trn¿iane røas refertãa to by Lieutenant Govsrnor A' E' I'org€r 'trr 

Àlet
f --rr ãá fr¡mmi co{ nma'F^ Tmdl,an Affaire Dooumentsg

äiiiäiãr""ãpããitv as rndian commissio:u*' -1T*17

##Firfiç:;;;;e'"t 
to the Eqnourebre clårf,ord srrtone

January 20e
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oond.ltionE of tho netive popuLationo For examploe ÏncLlan agents

knew ver3r woll that agrioulture r'¡aa rûost unÊucoeÊsful among the

Ind.ians. yet thoir reports Índioated. that the Ind.ians were takfng

to farming sueoesefully" The reports of the pbllanthroplstsu such

as ohurch offfcials in the Northweste and nefiÊpaper artioles often

refleoted. the true ploture of tho oond.ltíon of tlre Indian" These

vlews wer€ normally used. by the Oppoeition agal-nst the gorrernme¡rt'

It was undor those cÍrcul0stances that Prime Mlnister John 'a''

Maodonald. asked. for e favourable report from Commiesioner Dewd'ney

in the earþ IBBOoe, The Lieutonant GOVernors who were intorested

in settlexaent end who were responsible to the fed.eral government

most often had. thelr offioial reports contrad-iot thetr personaL

views on the ooncLltions of the Tndians' 3y givlng these favour-

able reportse the Bovernment could. keep expond.itures at a ¡nlnl¡sum

and. oounteraot the opposítlon both tnsíd'e the House of comnons and

outeid.eu sings the power of expend.iture of tho Låeutenant Gov.êr-

llors Tfaa llnltod.e they were forood. to a1low the lnd.iane only a

ninlmum of supplies Ìthen tho ohiefa oame to see them' other

gpvernment offiolals Ìrere also expectod. tO giVe tho Ind'iane as

?
llttle as poesible fn ord.er to oncourage then to work'- These

token eupplles elong with those of the Indian Affalrs bareþ kept

the Ind.ia.ne e.llve, ['hls praotice was followed wel]. into ths

Zlrrd.itn Affalrs Doournents, BLack Seriei¡o
!{lllLamse farn lnstruotor at trooked' f.,akes from
Con$issionere August 19e lBB5e P'A'C"

lotter to P" J"
the Indåasì
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tr¡entloth century'

The Northr.rest Mountod. PolÍoe force r+hich rTaB organÍzed. in

18?3e became one of tho most inportant agoneÍes to d'oal with the

Indians of the Northwest' The htghor ranking offícoro porformed.

dutios delegated both by tho Lioutenant Governoæ and the central

offioe of Tndlan AffaLre' I'or oxampl.ee for several yearË Major

Walsh of Cypress flf1ls perforped. the d.r¡tfes of Ind.ian Àgent b¡r

paying tho Ind.ians their annultl-ês and by helping in the enforoe*

ment of Justioe" Captaln Al}on MoDonald.u the ffrst agont of the

QusÂppella Treatye'w&Ê also in che,rge of tbe pollce foroe ín

eoutheastorn Saskatchelran* Among the main functions of tho, pollce

were the stopping of the líquor trad.eg the prohÍbitfng of íntor;

tribaL warfareg the ourbing of horse stealingg and. tbe maintenance

of peaoe betweon the settlors and. tho Ind.l-ans"

Inter-trlbal warfarê had. exlsted. for severaL d.ecad.es be*

tween the Slackfoot oonfed.eraoy and. the Plafns Cree and. their allåese

the .å,ssinlboinee" It was partÍeIly through Ì-tarfa;re l+hich consist6d

rnainþ of smal.l æalcllng partLes that the youag braves galned. pro!û*

inence fn their band.so To ki1l an ad.versary through a' o'coup'u

that is by sneaking up to hin and striking hira on the head. with a

olube lras one of the best weye to show oners bravery ancl thereby

wi-n aool-aim within the tribe" I{hen the polfce foroe oame to the

NorthweEt early tn the lBJOesE this typo of warfare trae stíLl

prevalen$ although 1t quf.okþ dled" out es oommon prao*Íoo due to

ths leok of, buffalo and Èhe ør.lbeeguont removatr of, the P1aine troe

'1.
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fron tho d.eep eouth¡reet* Tho lnd.ians were forcsd. to do more hunt-

ing or to bog near forts, The soarolty of food. eaueed the Ïndla¡re

to engage less and. less in warfare"

The demand. for horees ln the Northr¡est ooupled. with tho

traditional praotlce of horso stealing by the Plalne Ind.ians led

to the widespreact praotlce of this type of tireftr Since tho

poltoo foroe ?rere conoentrated. |n tho Cypress Hllle âî€&e the

southeastorn bound.ary was loft opon for horse-steaLing and in that

atßes. Âmerioan d.oeperad.oes and. Ind.Lans ca.Trl€d. on horse stealfng

alnoÊt at l¡ill' When the poor settler happened to be the viet{me

he was in no poeition to follow the thÍevee" fhe pollo@ 1n, nany

tnstanoes could not bring tbê thioves to justice"

The nain Eouroes of aggravatLon betr¡een the settlere and. the

ïndi'ane n€rê oattle kfllinge tåmber cutting on Reserves and. the

sooial oonfllot around. the towns" In the d.rier rogions ranching

r¡as attempted. where oattLe were permitted. to roam alnost without

oar€lo lhe Ind.lans often took the lj.berty of killing aone aniroalse

especlslþ when they (the Ind.lans) vere in a stats of starvatione

a state not too unconaon 1n the lBBOes" Tbe settleæs on the other

hand. svail€d themselves of tlmber found. on fnd.iarl r€serVaso A1*

thougb this praotice was very annoyång to the Ind.Lanse not much

wae d.one on their behalf ae settLers clalned. they dld. so unw1t*

tinglyeand tbe nagletrates rÍere often sympatheti.o to them. As

towns spreng r¡p noar æoeeryese Bogfal oonfliOte sften oaused.

further elle¡ratlon betweon Ind.íens end. Wh$toao So¡ootfmes Indfane
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tr€tce romov6d. fron thetr orlgtnal reËorves as happoned. to Cot68e

treserva nhere Kamsacke Saskatohewa¡:Àe 1s presently loeated.. The

Indian ohlefe and. thoir counoils were recognÍzed. ín eertaln aspects

of Ind.ian ad.minístratione but thery tondeil to be fgnored. by whfte

offlolals whenever lt was feasiblo or practíoal"

All offloial responsibllitiee and powere of the ohiefs wero

oontrolled by government legfslation or offlcials since their cLe-

cÍslon and. those of their counolL had. to be approved by Ïnd.lan

Affatrs offlcialsu The Ind.ían Act epelled. out the teehniquo to

bo used. for the seleotlon of chLefs, .A ohlef was to be olocted.

by nalo band. mernbers ovef tn€aty-one yeers of age. This was. the

only area fn whlch Ind.ians had ar:y rightso These rlghts were

llnited. in faot sinoe their d.ecisfons had to be ratífied. by the

Superintend.ent*Genoral who oould. aocept oT seject their d.ecieåone

on tho ad.vioe of an ïndLan Âgent" 3y Àct of Parliarnent the chief,e

were given rêsponsiblllties euoh ae ad.ministratione poLiaingu and

oarrying out of public works on their reservese but no monles

w6r6 allotted. d.lreotþ to then to oarry out these d.utiesn The

ohlefs oould also be rênoved at the wflI of govÞrnnont officiaLe'

For examplee Pia-Pot lost his ohi.eftainshíp in the lato 1BBO0e"

Fia-Pot had. l¡oøn a good. ehÍef to hle people but had proved a

nul.sanoe to government offÍoialgu The powere and. the prosttge of

the ohtefe d.etorlorated. rapfdþ und.er the rosorv@ ayÊ'tem whloh in

bffeot moant the loee of e potentielly very viable lrrsti*utfonu

Thelæ powerg d.eteråorated quiokþ booause the chlefs did not onJoy
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the sa,mo prestÍge und.er tho resorve system as they bad. d.one fn

thelr tradltional wqy of Life, Thoy T.ior6 no longer able to

aocumulate woalth or gain prostlgo through warfare" ßhe chiefse

llke their band. mamberse r¡ers often red.ucod. to beggary and. åncom-

¡rotence o

To doal rnore effeotivoly with the Indianse tho North¡Eeet

Territorles were divided ln 18?? ùnto two Superintendenciess

Ivlanltoba and. the Northl¡estn David Laird. became the firet ïnd.ian

Superfntendent of the western sectlon. llhe Commíesioner lras

aid.ed. in hls duties by a local agentu .At the outset his nain

d.uties were to.pay the Ind-fans thoir annuítlese to provld.e ,tben

with presents ànnua1Ly and to instruet then in farming" IJntÍl

1BB) there 'were onþ åwo Indian agents who r¡orked. among the

TndLans under S'reaty Number Four" After tho troublee of lBB5e

several agencies 'wer6 organized. and. moro agents r¡ere enployed."

To insura greater effioíency and. to effeot a reduction

fn expend.ituresr the ad.mlnistration of Tnd.ian Âffalrs $Ías re-

organlzed. 1n 1897 under Cllfford Siftonss leadership, Und.er the

new systerne the eight agenoios und.6r Treety Nu¡nber Four and. tho

three lnd.ustrial sohools at Elkhorne Srandon and QueAppeJ-Lo ç¡ere

to bo und.er the oontrol of an inspoctor rrho wae to reei-do at

Qu0$.ppelle" ['ho lnspeotor of eeoh arsa. was to bs more effeotír¡o

than the prewious two superlntend.ents had. been beoause he r+ould.

have e smaller area to adminíeter and. would. be able to insp€o*

the agenclee more cerofulþ and. frequentþ"

ry:
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The de-aentralizatlon of the ad.ministæatj.on ln the North*

r*est also meant tho red.uetion of offl<¡e work fn tbe Regåna offioe'

The Cornmissiono¡ rvould. then have mose tåme to travel about to tbe

v&rj-ous inspeotoratee to o1r€rÊee the work carried. out by the

Department of Indian .&ffalrs" I[ith t'he re*organizatl-one the

CommleslonerBs staff in Regina was reducod. fron nlneteen nembers

?
to six menbers ¡v'ith a eaving of $9e100n@'"

The local adnfnlstratlon staff of Treaty Nunber Four çras

red,uoed. by about 75fie a saving of $6,800'00, for a popui-atlon of

2s682 inolud.lng 51 Sioux Ind.lans" The roports said. nothfng about

how those IndtanË werê to bo affected. by the r€-organizatlorl*. In

189?s tbe greatest need for re-organfzatíon 1ay wlth the material

and. moraL positions of the Tnd.iane themsel-vee.

llhe aclnlnlstrators of Tndlan .&ffalrg Ln the North]reßt wer@

gen€rall¡r guld.ed. in their d.utles by the enabllng løgislatlon of

the Indlan.Âots, The Ind.lan.Àot of LB76 enunoiated. the stetue of

the natlw poopLe and tho po]loy to be followed. regard.Ing the

regutation of thelr effairees The fndtane of Canad.ae generaLþe

d,!d. ¡rot baye a word. to say about this aot" Althougb eone of the

olauses were inter-related. wlth the Treatlesu the Northwêst Ïn-

d.ians were no* oonsul-ted. fn tho ffamlng end. th6 funplonentation

of tbe Aot'

ì-Ind.ian Åffairs Dooumentse
to the Superintend.ont Genesal of

&
See Àppend.lx Xo

Þlaok S_erfose Forgetts r€port
lnd.lan .Affelre, JulS z8e 189?g P,.À,Gu
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Acoord.Lng to the Aote tho Tnd.lans of Treaty Number I'our

nero olesslfled. ln two naln ggoups * troaty and. noa-treaty

Ind.lans, The Aet d.efined. an Ind.ian aE onê who bsLonged. to a

particular band.e a ohfld. of suoh an Ind.lane oT ê r{oman marrled.

lawfully to such a porso¡ln A non-treaty Tnd.lan ïra.s a person of

lndian d.eeeent who belonged. to an Íræegular band. and. rqho foIlor+ed.

the Indfan wqy of life even Íf such a persoa Ìrad. resided. ín Canad.a

only temporariþ, 3y thls d.efinltiofle afl Tnd.ian Îlas Bomething

less than a person until he became end.owed- with. a greater d.egreø

of toívllizatiod by engaging in farrnfng and. by beoomlng enfraa*

cbised.n lbose who tried. to oLaln Ïndian status after havlng,

received thej.r land sorlpts r+ere told. that tbey eould. not be

Tndl-ans, Only thoso Half*Beesd.s who had. lived the node of the

Indlan life oould. be Tnd.lansn Marry EaLf*Brood.e suoh as Chlef

Gord.on and Gabriel Coté wore conslclered. Ind.ians* Mar6r of these

so-oalled. Ind.ians took up Land. sorlpte aftêr EOld Tomorrows and,

hie oolleaguêÊ were shaken fnto aotlon after 1885,4 All Inclians

of tbe Northwest llerritorLes were barred. from the enfranoblsement

privlleges granted under sections B6 to 93 of the .Act exoept by

speoial proolanation of the Governor General@ This section was

not an lnpedlrnent to the Ind.lane of tbo Northrøest since enfranch-

4Si* John Au Maod.onald.e wâs nick*named. s0ld. Tomorrow
beoause of hls hesltatlon and. apparent laok of conoêr¡le After
eo¡ne Má'tis and. Ind.ians had- d.eoid.ed. to d.o eomething about thefr
plight in northern Saskatchewane sone of thelr d.omand.s were nete
one of, then bsf.ng the granting of l-and. sertpts to tho Half-Bresd.e'
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gueranteed by treaty although these wer6 Ê¡impLy a pitteno@ aÊ

implemonted by the governmont.

The Ind.ian ,{ot restrioted. oonsiderably the paynent of

annuitíes to the Indians aB guarantoed. by Treaty ldumbor Foufe

The nonlnal sum of fíve d.ollars psr yea-T per Indian contributeê

llttLe to the wslfare of the Indians but the basíc fssue is tbat

the govornment determlned unilateralþ tho methods of pqying the

annuities' Eerê the ad.ministrators wero guftted. bf¡ the å,ct and. by

their personal Judgementu 3y ths Aot of 1876 onþ a certaln tyila

of aborlglnaL oould. take ad-vantage of annultlee, 3y treat]¡, eæafigê-

ments tho annuftiee were sumg of noney paicl to Ind.ians as menbere

of those Indian bands nhlob had. agreed. to abid.e by the terms of

the treaty without ar¡y qualificatione" 3y Aote of Parlfament

wlthout tho consultations of the ahiefs *¡ho had. the authorlty to

sign the troatlee the fed.eral government prooeedecL to add. qual*

Lfloatlons. For exarnplee by Seotion 71 of tb,e 1876 Act

arly Ind.ian oommitted. of atXy orime puníshablo by fno-
prisonment in arly penftentary or other plaeo of
oonflnemente shall d.uring such funprÍsorunente be
exolud.etl frorn partlolpatlng in the a^r¡nuitiese lnterest
moneye or xents payable to thç banð whioh he or sbo j.s
a nenber* I

The Ind.ian ahiefs wbo bad. been reoognized as n'bo¡x& fid.ef$

Leadors of their people in L874 hacl absolutoS.y no voloe fn d.eter*

Þt/Canad.ap Stetutg-g*gf_$gnadge Ottawae Queen¡ e Printere 1876e
P. 64n
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mining the pqyment of nonles to thel:r follol{ers" I{lthout the oon-

sultation of this authority for rvithholdfng payments to Ind.íans

rqho rrere oonsidered. vlolators of the law by a ¡vhlte jud.icial

systeme the trsatF terms ae und.erstood. by the Incllane were not

adhered. to. Tho fact that Ind.tan6 wêre often Judged. by agente ¡qho

knew very Littlo about the due proooõB of law enrl. Juotloe ln

general further weakenod. the effeotlveneee of this olause vie-a-

vie the troaty,

Clause l2 of the Aot strikee at the very oore of thø trad.l*

tional and. aceepted. soclal norsls of ths Ind.ians, By this olauso

the government resorved. to j.tself the rÍght to r+ithhold annuities

f,rom ar¡Jr InctLan who d.eserted hle famlly" A woman ¡rfthout chltd.ren

wbo d.eserteil her husband. to lfva mfmmoralþ with another manoû a].sÕ

was not entltLed to annuitiee" fn a opagarf soaiety where Christian

valuoe had. not been ad.opted. by the Ind.ianse the natives d.íd. not

oonsider thls aotlon justiflable. The imnorality existed. only in

the eyes of the white sooietyu Particularly on tho Plaíns where

polygerqy waç oonsldered. as onê of the hågher sooial. aohlovements

and ¡¡hers the lnold.enoe of rnarrfage separatlons $¡as frequonts tbls

notion of punlshment for eocial nied.emeanor should. have been out*

etd.e the õoop6 of tho Departnent of Intllan Affairs. S'he proper

authorlties to oonsidor suoh l-ntra-band. probleme bad alwaye been

vested. wltbln the authority of the ohief end. bis counofL* Since

the ohlefs and. thelr headrnen had. sfgned. the treaty and eÍnoe thelr
authorlty harL alwaye been aocepted. by thoir foll.onerse they would.

seo¡u to have been the onee who w€æe the proper fr¡en to Judge what

L--
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paõrnont ought to be rsithheLd.'

Governmont offloÍele also used the throats of withholdlng

annuitles to koep the Indians und.or their authorlty' Thie actLon

was takon !n lBB! when the Ind.lanË ll€re enoouråged. by somo of

their chlefs and by somo Half-Breods to jofn the rebelLLon" When

d.eelslons to wlthhold. annutties undor Treaty Nu-nber 
'Four were takene

generalþ Ind.ians had. no reoourEe whereby to appeal such d.eol8ionËo

The etructure of ad.mfnietration, although of good. lntente baô Ê€z'-

ious d-efeatsu Malntenanoe of law and. ord'6r ori regêrvêBe for

examploe l{88 d.j.ffloui.t' The ohlefs had. no authority or meane of

onforolng thelr wishee" There wae not a suffíoient numbor çf

goverruBent offioiale to eêtabLlsh authority within each reserve.

Lfquor legislation was nover enforaed. satisfactorily within varÍ@u6

Í.eservÊB throughout tbs perioð und6r d.fsouseion" Although the

ohiefs wer@ urged. to lnfl.uenoe their band. nemberet to farme thoy

Trerê generalþ unsucoessful, The Sessional Papers of 1896 indioate

that none-the-Iess sone Inclian chiefs were eble to co-ord.inate
A

haying aotívitleso- The whole ad.minlstratige naohínery prov€d.

unsatlsfaotory in implenenting polioies which would. have caused

the Ind.lans to aocept a new oulturee

69eæêe*-qg.uulo,"*1 P"p""åe 1896p B" 428"
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D. Indian Statue and tho Reservati-on Queetion

Our Ind.ian Leglslation 6çenera11y rosts on the
prlnciplo that ths aboriginies are to be kept
in a conditlon of tutolage and. treated' as ward's
or chilrLren of the State' Tho sound'noss of tho
prlnciple tr cannot ad'mtt' On the contraryt Ï
am flrmly porsuad.ed that true intorests of the
aboriginies and of the State alike requiro that
every effort be mad-o to a.id. the Red' man in
lifting himself out of his cond"ition of tutelage
and. d.ependenceu and" that is clearþ our wisd'om
and. our d.uty through ed.uoation and' every other
Ineanse to prepare him for a, hlgher civilization
by encouraging him to assume the privileges and'

responsibilities of full citlzenship'
In this spirft and with this object the

enf¡anohisement oLausee fn tho proposed. Indian
bill have been frames. 1

The prinoipS.es enunoi.eted by Davld Laird l¡l his remarks

on the Ind.ian Aot were generally those aoceBted. by rnoet Canad'la^ns

1n dealing wlth tbe Indians" Tbe goal of lÍfting *he Indians

fron tholr ward.ship stato to a thlghor oivllfzatfons oaused.

govornment offioials to pass legfslatfon and Lnltlate a few d'e*

Indianization programsr progra.ns rsbioh eould d-e*tr1balløe the

Indlans mainþ by attaahÍng them to the sofL and. by eduoatlne

2
themn-

3t0a"-a4a. Se*uio""l. P s L876r Part Is P' XIII"
2tgu¡ p. 31-38, F. A" N, Provencheru Ind.ian Commlssioner

of lvlanitã-ba and. the Northr,rest Terrltoriese expound-ed. his views on

civilizing the Ind.ians and the d.ilenma which faced. the government
in establlshing polioies for lnd.ia.ns. Qne of the interesting
reoommend.ations ivhioh he made was that Indian children should. be

taught ln thelr natívo languago although thle maant a retentlon Ôf
parã of thelr oultu:r€, The td.ea lrae suboequentþ mo$ ueeå'åm
ed.ucatfng fndian chlld,ron.
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The d.lstr1butlon or ellocation of roaêrv6 land.e to fndiv-

ld.ual Ind.ians was alwqys closeþ aseoeiatod. ¡vith the status of the

Ind.ians" Duri.ng the period. und.er d.iscusslon the attenpts made þ
government offtoia.le to cirrlLløe the Ind"lans d.opendêd. a ggeat

d.eaJ- upon overt behaviour of the Ind.iane and. upon the government t s

read.iness to expencL fund.s for that no"no=u"3 The long-term aln

of the gpvernment remainod. a noral oneg that ise government

offiolals felt a duty to allevlate the Intltan from hls d.ependent

oondltlon" The mor€ pra$natie pollcy dlotated. that.the government

attach the Ind.ians to the land. and avold pqylng welfare monies to

tho Ind.iane,

3y 1878 when the Ind.ianÊ on the roserves had not yet learned,

to beoomo self-suffioiont agrfculturaLlsts and. had to be eupportod.

through ratlonse govornment offlclals 1n Ottat¡a felt that fnd.tvi-

d.ual famillee ought to 'be gio"r looation*ticketse a form of private

land.-holding und.er the trustfu} eye of the Canad.ian governrnent.

That ls, the government would still act as trustee of the lancl and

the property wouldl. be non-transferable'

Other than atternpting to aivi.lize the Ind.ians througb eg-

rlculture, not nucb'v¡as clone to lnd.åviduallze and. enf,ranohise

the Ind.lans untll after tbo rebeIllon of L885" From *his tine

until L9O5 the Brocesa of de-tribaliøatlon was to take nhatre by

a¡rchorlng the Indians to lnd.1víd.uaL band.se by removing Tndfan

3""* often the
by r.ald.tng storee or W

Tnd.lans forced. the government to feod th,e¡s
th:reatenång the uee of foroen

-*i
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trlbal oustoms, by having the natlves rn¡ork the Lande and. by hav$ng

the more solf-suffiolent and. enllghtened. Ind.fane enfranobåøed"

Comnlssioner Der+dney lnstructed. the lndian agents thuee

Special efforts are to be mad.e tolvard-s d.olng
awaJr among the Indians with the tribal systom
and lnd.lvid.uality ís to be enoouraged' as much
as possible' 4

Wben Chfef Pasquau one of the ¡nost reno¡Ened chiefs of thø

plaine died, in 1BB9e ft was Buggeoted. by the agent that for the

sal(e of olvilisation no ohlef ought to replaoe h1m"5 Tbe eugg'eet-

ion ¡cas subsequently approveci by the Deputy Minister of Ïnclian

Affairsu |tbls method of d9a11ng with Ind.ian lead.ershlp proved

unêêtisfaotory to the Ind.lans as evidenoed. by a Lettor eont to

Prime Nlnlstei Wllfrld. I,aurfer ln LB96' Some Chiefs and.

Gounoillors from Fort à la Gorne whlch was Lnmed.feteþ north of,

Treaty Nu¡nber tr'our area stated.e

The Intlians are sorry to hear that when any cbfef
or heed.man d.iese the Govornnent are not 1n favour
of alLolrlng them tg appolnt others to f111 thelr
plaoes 

"
The Ind.ia,ns understood at the tine of sfgning

the Treaty through verbal intorpretation that tbey
shouLd. alwaðrs have Chlef and. Counclllors' 6

.Àfter LBB5 rene¡,red efforts ¡vere nad.e to attacb the Ind.ians

4ÏnAian Affaire Documentsy Þ¿g-qh-Hå.eêe letter to Indian
agantse .August 19e 1885" P'Å'C"

q .- -2Jþ!!" e lettor to the Superíntendent General fron ïnd.lan
egent nasirr Uaroh 23e 1889"

¿

'ru"e a Petltion fron sevøral IndLans of the ad'jaoont
area to Fõãõrabls Wllfrict Lauriere "å'uguet 10e 1896"

t
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to tho soiLu îhe governmont proaeed.ed. to survey the Land- inte 40*

aose lots and. convincod. sone Indíane to nnove onto these lots and

.?

work them"l This d.id. note hovrevêre solve the food. problem booause

fort¡r acres was not a large onough aruount to eupport a famf.þe and.

the roaJority of the Indians wer6 not psoporlðr êquipped' to farnn

Government offleials by 188þ were determined. to allolq the

Ind.ians of tho Northwest to be lnolud.ecl. in tho Enfranchisement Aot*

Thls ¡rould. permit professlonal psople such as teacbers &,Ê well ae

the moro progreeslvs Ind.ians to become votíng oítizene" It aleo

meant the ellnfnû.tion of thelr treaty rights lf they chose to re-

nounoe reterve Life and. move into tbe nainstream of CanaÖlan eooie-

ty, Theoretioally tbls practioe would- have assÍmllated the Tnclia.n

poople" Tn facte !t created a rejootod. pooploe tbat lse a people

who ooulcl not ad.Just to the whlte eooiety and- who were rejootod'

by the rêse¡'vê system" Very few of the Inrl'1an people of Treaty

Nurnber Four benefitted. from the Enfranchisernent Act of 18B6' A

handful of people such as Gharles Pratt beoame enfranohised'g the

rest of the Ind.iagae êe they chased. the remnants of a onco-

plentiful ¡r|Id-life and flshed. in flshed'-out lakese becarne noro

sntrenohed. Ln their poverty and. d,epend.ont on gov€rnBent baeon and.

o0anada" S,esÊlonal P s

five roeervea w@Te sub-iLlvid'ed 1n
No" 12s 1"890e p* 302' Parte of,
1BB9 ånto {O-aore lote"
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flour,"

The d.llemma of the Indlan peopLe fs well*illustrated' in a

letter to a ohfef eent to h1n in the oare of Mn H* Grahamu Ind'ia'n

Agent at QuiAppellee {n 1903' Apparentþ the ohlef had. aBplied foæ

more Land. and for enfranohisernent on behalf of hie band." Fisst

of elle he rvas refused enfranchisemente

As a number of your Ind.Lans sti1l folLow to a

large oxtent the Ind.ian oustons and' habits ln
their nanïÌor of lÍvinge the tlme has not yet
arrlr¡red. when they shoulcl be enfranchised'' 9

J, MeLeanu the governmont officlal flrom Ottarrae then went on to

explein that sinoe the band.rs population had d-eoreased' from 250 to

2l5E the Ind.ians reaLly d.ld, not need rnore land. as they now had

more trand. per capita than in 1881. Since the band' was a siot¡x

bande on€ mu6t polnt out that these people had. received. onþ 80

aoros of land. per faniþ of flve. The Lotter further steted tha€

Tour request for further land. wllL be consÍdered.
r+hen the queetlon of enfrancbísement is finalþ
dealt wlth" 10

Because of laok of land. and. the laek of technioal knowled'ge ln

ôoltt l88Bu the government expondod $3721000'0O for destitute
Ind.ians in the Northwest TorritorieE" Ten years earlisr $29e40O'O0
had. been spent for the sg.ln€ püTp06ê o In the 1BB7-BB report e it rras

stated. that the Ind.ians of Treaty Number Four had- received' a total
of 454EO0O pounds of flour and. 2p)rooo pounds of moat" Dewd-ne¡Ip E's
Descrlption and. Plane Qf Certain Ind.la.n Reserves in -Þhq-Erovinoo. of
l{anitoba and. tbe ^+mÞU I se Regina, Jo f* Perklnse
Bookbindeisg 1BB9e P. 21-21.

9trrrdt"o Affalre Doounents s .4gsE-ggg¿eåp
Sloux Chlef from J' Ð' þlol,eatle Maroh 2þe L9O3'

trorbid."

--l-
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I

lotter to the
F oÂ.C.

ti'
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farminge the Ind.lane remainod. d.opond.ent upon g6v@snment proví*

sions and. their old rnod.e of llfo * hunting and. fishin6" lt muet

be polnted. out here that most of the Ind.ians of Treaty Number

Four had alreaftr had. to meko an adjuatnent from buffalo huntíng'

to snall game hunting and. flshtng' This margr of thonr d.ld. reLuc-

tantþ and. unsuoceËsfully, The d.epend.encs upôn government eupport

antL the perpetuating of old oustoms meant that the lnd.ians oould.

not be onf¡anohised" Lack of polittoal and econonlo polrer kept

the Inctlane at a. Iow social level" This in turn sustaLned. the

government officiaLsr vi.ew that the ]nd.Íane ought to be kept in

tutelage ae minors" By the beginnlng'of the tsentfeth oenturlr,

regard.Ìess of an IncLiane s soclal or polltioal pronlnene€ rEfthln

hls band.e almost svery Indian of Treaty Nt¡.nber For¡r æerna{n@ô e

ward. of ths stato"
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ITTIE TREATY AND TNDTATq PROBT,HTIS

Ân Ed.uoatLon

The vohiele previousþ al.lud.ed to by whÍoh the Ind.lan wouLd

eventualþ remove hls poLltlcalu eoonomío and social shaoklos wa.Ë

formal ed.uoation" Thls ed.ucatlon took several forms for the

rrarj-ous segments of the Ind.ian population' Genoralþe ed.ucation

hras gêared. toward.e tho yot¡tbful Spoupe who werê supposed to rejeot

the ways and vfewB óf thê o1d6r genelatlon"l Ev'entuaLly the

older generatlon sfould. dis off and. the younger generation would

enbrace the Euro-Canad-lan way of llfo and shed tbe ånfluence of

their ancestors, Tfhatever coeroione threate or pêr'suaslon was useê

to ind.ootrinat€ eoivili"øatiorf and $hrlstianity ínto the young

Intlian mlnd.es !t romained. unsuocogsful partþ d.ue to ctrounetancee

and. partþ d.ue to the opposition of the older generatfons to the

type of ocluoati.on whloh ]ras proposed. by goveienlnent offloials and.

the ohurohes for the Ind.lan ohitrd.ren.

Governmont offlolaLes wl,shful thinklng that tho Indians

ono@ on a roser've would. l-ook aorose the way and' smulato the Hhlte

esttlars fn worklng the ]and. was eoon d.iesfpated."2 Beeause of

lç"tru{"" .Ð"u=io""Lpt e No. 9e i.8l6e p' 35*36*

2oJ.Ulg", p" 33n Provencher0e oLalm that a
d.uttes to'.rai¿e Ind.lans ln the Northwost were the
of reaL estate and. the preventlon of tho sale of
aoon provecl to be false"

govêrnmentss sole
sup€rÍntend.enoe
spirituous llquors

iìr

**.--".
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thls ft E'as d€oid,od as oarþ ae 1B?9 by the gove3nment that a

system of farm instruotion would. be estabLíshod for the fnd.iane of
the Northwest fnolud.ing thoso of the eueÂppelle Treaty"3 The farm

lnstruotorsu wtrose onþ qualr.fÍoatÍon for the job might be

polltloaI affiliatione never successfulþ establíshed. the Indlane

as self-sufficlent farmers"4 Most of the fnstructorae 1Íke tbe

farmers of the Northwest e kner+ nothfng about d.ry farming r*hioh was

tho only successful way of ¡Eorking the availabLe land on which tho

Ïndlans of Treaty Nunber Four had. eettl.od." tr{hen the lnetructÍonal
system r+as lntrod.uoed.e the Tnd.iang rrer€ hard.þ prepared to farn and.

rofused. to abid.e by governruent regulations to remain on their
resorves to work the lancì." usualþ the lnstruotor, along ¡ritb
his wif,e and other relatlvese d.rew a sarary and. provisions whåle

attenpting to oonvlnoe the Tndiane they ought to folLow his pre*

cepts" slr John ftlasd.onald.ss view that suoh a systom wouLd. be

requf-rod' for only a few years rchereulrcn tba natj.vee ïrould. beeo¡no

proper farmers nêvelr materiallu"d.r5 Besfd.ee the many re-ad.just¡oent

I-canaaa" seçsional p e No, 6)e,trBg0e p, 2u Four of theseventeen lnstructors hirecL were for ['reaty Number Four arean
]1

. -@"e 1p00e p. )!p" "Agency reports for Treaty Number Fourarea indioate that approxÍmately 3u000 aores ylelded 3OuOOO busheleof ¡q'heatu oate and. barloy"
-ì-ïndian Affaire Documents, Bl_a_ck se_riese memorand.um to sir

John A. Maod'onalde Mag 22e lBB2e P;A,C'*m-memorandun showe thatthe government was hopoful that the farm fnstructíon system wouLd.be suooessful wlthin e short poriod. of tine, Thus the lnstruotore
srere hfred. for only a three Jrear peri.od. ln l.B?9ç p,À"c"
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problomse tho Ind.ían had. to oontend ¡qith too for¡ tools and" anlmale

to sot hinsolf up es a suocessful farmor. It soems that 1Íttle
more of tho good preoepts of the farm instructors rubbed. off onto

the Ind.lans than had. those of the settlers"

By treaty agreement the Gommissioner bound. the governmont

of Canad.a to provide echools for the Ind.ians of Treaty Number Fooure

For the rnost part the rnd.ians oontend.ed. that t,he sohools ought to

be built on the reserveg where the ohil<i.ren would. be in eloee

proxinlty to their bomes@6 althougb tho government yieJ.d,ed to

rndian pressur€ to build. a few day aohoolse as they beoame knowne

most of the governnent moniee vrere spent in build.lng fnd.ustrial

or reeid.ential sohools whlch wêre oentrali-ze.d. tn larger tome or

reservesu Those chlld.ren affooted. by Treaty Number Four mafnþ

attended, QusAppelloe Blkhorn and. Brand.on rnd.uetríar schools,

The prlnoipLos upon which these eohools wero found.od were

based. upon the Honourable N, F, Davln'e report.of lBT9u Niohorae

F. Davln lraa oommissioned. by the Department of rnterÍor to ln-
vestigate the systero used. ln the United. Statee" ñÐ,F" Davin based.

his support of this sohool systen upon Lnformatåon galned fron hle

lntorvLews with gov€rnment offioials and. Indiarr ohLefs of the mftve

oi.vlLLzed. trlbeeæ after whlch he drew the followíng observatlone

The happy reeults of Industæiel sohools are
strikingþ shown 1n the case of the fivefsivilfzed.t nationse the Chorokees, the

6rrrd.i*, 
"affairs Doounentso Ð¿egrç-seglg.E s 4zzs T5zu speeoh

of star Bla.r:ket, a cree ohiefe to the Goveraor Generale und.ated.,
presumabþ in the eeæly l9OOcse P,À,t"

I

'ii.
æ
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chiokasar.rsu choclctawsu tho creeksu and seminolee"
¡*ho ar€ all malclng und.oubted. progiess 1n agæf----"
culturo and fn ed.uoation" ?

For further evid.enoe of the sucoess of these school.se N. F. Davisi

was ind.uced. to visit the Hhite Earth ageney ln l{inneeota ¡rhere be

found. the school well-attend.ed.e and. the
answering of the ohildren creditable. But
the quiokest and. brightost were mfxed. blood.s' B

Àccording to Davin tho inclustrlal school. r¿ae the most f,und.a¡nental

and. successful feature of the poLlcy known as that of taggressíve

oivilÍzatlons ad.opted by the United. States goverrunent in åts

attempt to slevate the fnd.fan torhÍgheC olvlllzatlon, Thls type

of sohool was allegedþ superior to the day sohooL which

d.ld. not worke beoausê the influence of the
wlgwarn was etronget than the infLuenoe of
tho eohoolø 9

The hlstory of the Qu0.&ppelle Ind.ustriaL Sohool whLcb

affected most of the Ind.lane of Treaty Numbor Four wfll be dis*

oussad. in relation to some of tha rsoommend.atlone rnad.e 1n the

Davin report' ït we,s recommend.ed. that the governnent contraot

the school responsibllfties to ohurch organizatlons suoh as the

Oblate Fathers who ¡rnd.er Father Flouganard opened. thelr sobool at

QucAppelle in 1884" Ðavin favoured. Suffalo Lake over tho

rl

i

1tg

to the $linister of the Interlor fron Nioholae F. Davine $iaroh 14g
1B?9s P"A"S. (Regina)e

R-Ib!Ê. e fhe Whlte Earth ageney was mad.e r.rp of Cbåppewa
Inðíans u

v
'Ibi.ctn
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Qu0.Àppolle sito bocauso the formor looation

would. have tho ad.vantage of being removed'
far from possible contaot 'with r¡hltes for
mar\y yoers at least" LO

N, F, Davin was also of the oplnlon that d.enominational schooLs

would. be essential in ord.er that the Ind.ians0 mythology be

suocessfully_replaced. by a 0superior! faith whích '¡rould. be best

inculoated by reJ-iglous bodiee' Although the religious orderse

that is, the Oblate Fathers and. the nunse offered. spropero mod.els

of life to the [ad.ianse the diffioulty of convêrting the Ind.ian

people to Christianity and. havlng then renounc€ their up¡rganu

religion ie best 111ustrat6d. by the followj-ng anecd.ote ¡rhich was

narrated by Father Houganard in 1916'

An elderly Indian 18,dT who rofused. to embraoe $hrie*lenity

told" of the dflemma of sn old. aunt who had beon baptåzed fn the

Roman Catholle faithe had. supposed.þ d.lede then re*appoared. to heæ

relatå-ves to whom she told. the following storys

My grandohiLri.rene do not be afraiclg the Great
Spirit sent me d.oç-n to warn youo lfhen I d.ied. I
went to the heaven of the Ind.ianse but they said.e
rYou have been baptized. and you are oovered. with
crosses; go to the beavon of the v¡hite paoplen0
I'lhen I got thoreo they said.e rGrand.motheru you
have the skln of an Ind.lang we eannot take you
horo'c So I warn you not to be baptized. or
become Christions ' i.l

1%u ustrial Schools a.ns and. Half
to t'he Mlnister of the
L879y F"A"s, (Regina),

Interior fron Nírrholae F" Davinu Mareh l{e

I Tnd.ian of the
Mer 2?e 196L,

11_--Indians 
-oS Nort}" Ame:cica .1$ e

I{eettu F. u

puÂoS. (Reglna),



A ¿pa.ndmother of some ohÍLd.ren

sohool had. come to vÍeft the chlldren

attemptod to oonvince the Ind.ian la{y

lerly had. the followl-ng anslrêrg
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uncler Father Houganard.o s

d.uring which tirne the prieet

to become baptized.e but the

Grandsony yop see me norvg I am about a hund.red.
years old-' Every Bummer ¡¡hen tbere Ís a rain storrnu
especially a thunder stormc I go out of rny tent and.
with only a single dress and. bare-headed.e I let the
Great Spirit bapti-ze me o o s â,fld. I am happy because
I bave been baptiøecL by the Spirits from above, X2

Among the nore construotive recommend.ations that Davin mad.e were

the paying of d-ecent sala:riee to attract good. teachers who should.

bave a sound. obaracter and. a knowled.ge of farming" Unfortunatel;rp

the number of pupfle put uad.er tbe oharge of teaohers wac usual-ly

so great that lt wouId. have been {mpossibls for suoh a teaeber to

functlon satfsfaotoriþ, Seeond.lye sinoe the sohoole were d.enom-

lnatlonalu the governmente though. i.t gave grants to tho churoheee

had- no oontrol over the hlring of teaebors who were quite ofte¡r

not qualified, and. und.er-paid.'

The ains of the Industrial. schools were to purge the

lndian children of their ancestoral hablts by teaching them a nsw

Language and. trad.es. .Accord.ing to Davin tbe establishmont of a

proper mllieu was imporativeu To substantiate his point he quoteô

a Mro Mukere an eduoator of United. States lnd.iansa

Hithertoe says Mr" Mukere young men haw beon
boarded. and clothed and lnstructod e but in tlme
they were off to the huntlng ground., Tho pl.an
now ie to take young ohlld.reae gÍve ther¡ the oare

L2---Ind.iane of North America * .Aneodot€Br oÞo olt,n stor-y
told. by A
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of a mother, and. havo thom fnstantly Ín hand,
Such ca¡e must go parl pâssu with relfgious
tralning, l3

ft ¡'ras oommon bellef that Indfan ohllclron rrer6 inferlor to
Cauoasians and could. not oopo wlth advs.noed. o.oaclemLo oourses so

only English and elonentary arlthmetlo were taught to tho Inclian
studen-i,so The rest of the tlme they were subjoctod. to routtne
labour and the rearning of chrlsti.anf-ty and. tradee,#'

To appreolate the laok of succ€ss of these rndustrtar.

sohools lrhtch taught praotioal currl-oula for the od.uoatl-on of nooet

ohlld.ren, sone of the proble¡ns and. foroes workíng agaf_nst 1t muet

be oonsld,or€d." rn margr oa.sos the sohoole T,rere und.erstaffed ae

lndfoated. by Reverend Houganard Ín LBBB and attond,snee ¡ras *æ-
regular. Ee stated.u

o @ , fffty-two girls taught and. overseen by oneeLster" Pupíls corne in ar4¡ time of yeaæ e 6 @

newcomers do not understand. English and. are notat all broken to d.isolpline" X4

Sinoe margr Ind.lane l,fe¡e sti1l nomadio anil unoonvinoed. that the

rnd.ustrial echools were doing ar¡y good for their ehild.ren¡ it is
understand.abls that margr were tarfir, .å,notheæ problenn of attend.anoe

waa &aÈociated. with slckness, Man¡r child.sen d.ieê fuon tuberculosåe

and scrofurae both oontaglous d.iseases e but both consid.ered. hered.-

t?--Davf.ne N..Tue rBf¡ogt--Er rndustrial ss.tioglg__foq rndiene andHalf-3geed"s s ope_glt "
1t1*Ïnd.1an Affaire Doou¡nentep ålgglc__æ{þg.e letter fromF'everond'JosephHor.l'ganard.toH"aeeffi09].B8B"_P.A"t'

#
See Append.Lx X.I["
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itary at the tims" Perhape most åmportant of all ís the faot

that the sohools d.td. not turn out to be euitabls substltutos for
parenthood' Both parents and. ohlld.fon torn apart fron one another

by persuasion or by polloo ooeroion and threate aould. not overcono

their lonelÍness" Abel !Íatetohs a etudent of the eu0"Appelle schooL

¡eoal1ed. his experj.enoe when observíng a famlþ overoomo þ ennotfon

upon thelr reunlon at the sohoole

Just thene T eeerû to feel_ as if somothf.n6 was
choklng uree tooe as rÉhen rr¡r father brought me fnto
the school yoars boforee he told. mo not to fael
loneson€ as I was a rnotherloss kfd. and. u\y slstor
had. to take me snryp when my d.ad. wae leaving roe,
ï turned. avay and. looked. around. the hi1ls and.
eventualþ I was alright again, 1þ

Leglelatlon was introdueed. in 1894 for oompulsory attenêence

at industrlar and board.lng schoors, Tho age llmft was to be

eighteen Jrêarse but stud.ents were often oompelled. to go beyond.

that age" lbe'governor-ín-counoil had. the right to appþ

e ô " the annuities and. interest moneys of ohlldren
coronitted to such ind.ustrial school or boardlng
schoole to the maintenanoe of such sohools respeotiveþe
or to the naintenanoe of the child.ren, thomselves" 16

.Althougb the government was responsible by treaty to whol1y support

sohoolse it used. the Tnd.ianse money to d.o so, Tho unsuooessfulaese

of the ind.ustriaL sohool is weLl sum¡ned up in the folrow.ing slt*
uation sent to Bight Honourable Hllf¡id. Í,aurles in 1896e

l5fr,¿i"gu 
-qf -¡iorth Amer"+ca - {neodotgse.C-1, Story told.Abelwate@

Reed to
PrA.C r

1A-"Indlan Affafre Ðoeumentss Blggt(_Egq,igge letter fron H,
Àssj.etant Tndlan Comnfssfonen l¡r Reglãae JulS 3l.e lg94c
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In regard. to the Ind.ustrial sohools in this District
we find. that the ¡rrogreÊts nad-e in rega'rd to learning
ie poor and. rphon the chlldren loave theso sohools
they are not assj-sted. to make a start for thsmselvee
and in some oa.s€s thol-r olothing whloh they recelve
whllst at the school is takon from them rvhon thoy
leavo" Also in somo eases aftor four or five years
attendance at tho sohool they roturn home unable to
oither write or opeak EnglÍsb" L7

The polloy of forcod asslmilation and. lnd.octrlnation wae

further naintalneil through resid.entiaL schoole whlch w€r@ Ðox.-

rnalLy oporatod as ¡nlsslon sohooLs' Thle systeme Lnstituted. ln

the late 1BB0ts, used. essentialþ the eame aoad.emlo courseË as

the d.ay schools e but there was one major d-ífferencel in the mlnd.s

of government and churoh offiotalsg one hacl d.iotatorial oontrol of

the chlldren for treenty-four houre a d'aye whereas ín the other the

child.ren wont home after school houre" The Ind.ians preferred the

d.a¡r sohools as ehllctren oouLd be kept at home" Thls '¡ças unsat-

isfaotory to tbe govorrunont as tbe ohilclren attended. school leee

regularþ and. were constantþ expoeed. to the Indian way of Llfe

whlch eventual\r d.eterioratect into a povêrty oulturen The ¡oaln

reaEons for absenteel-en were parental j.ndlfference to fornaL

educetionu the faniþ pulsuit of hunting and flshinge end the

peopLe¡s state of poverty often slnking to starvatioao

The trnd.{a,nee fail.ure to embrace €tuooeaËfully and. gen€Ta}}y

this sohooL eystem waa ooutprehenslbleg the governmentEs refusal

UIrrd.l"r, Affalrs Doeumentee -BlgqK-Sgr.æge Petltion to the
Honourable Wllfrld. J,aurier fron a numter of-iñia.ns at Fort à Ia
Corne ad.jaoent to'Troaty Nu¡nber Four area" Åugust trOe 1896Þ
F"Ä.C "
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to iurploment lts treaty obligations w&s lnoomprehenslbLe' Tn tho

mind.s of most rosponsibLe fnd.Ia.ns the treaty tnplloationel wer€

olaer aB expressod. by a ehfefe

In the treaty we mad-e then the Government promisod"
to nake a school for ever.y banci of fnd-ians on their
orm Reservou but instoad- little ohÍldren aro torn
fìnom thelr nothorsr arms or homes by the pollce or
Government Agents and. taken someti!0es hundred.s of
niles to large schooLs perhaps to take slck and' d'ie
when thelr famlly cannot see them" The little ants
whioh Ilve in the oarth have their .young ones and'

wlsh to have the¡a 1n their honos' Surely us red'
Iren are not smaLler than these ante" 18

It is obvioue from treaty negotlatione that some of the

Indlans had an lnkling thât eohools t+ould be requlred to ed'uoate

thelr ohild.ren" Government offioiale knelq thate too' Althougb

there nas muoh correËpond.enee about build.ing sohoolsg ver¡r l1ttle

?fas acoonptr ished. d.uring the ftrst quarter century of goveænmeat

rule over the Quî.Appelle ïnd.lans'l9

Like the rest of the olausee

clause iras unllateralþ lnterpretod'

the treatye tbe sohool

tbe Departrnent" For that

in

by

I

I

I

1B-
-Lndlan -affairs Documents¡ ggcE seriese add.rese by star

Blanket to tbe Great i'fhite Chiefe pièsumably the Governor General
of Canad.a, Since the correspondence bears no d'atee tbo d'ooument

number 42?s752 is givene P'A.C'
10tv3y 19OOe there were 1-p) Ind.ian students attendl-ng; board-

lng sohoole and. Jl attenttlng 5 day sohooLs in Treaty Number Fouæ

êT€&o There werø 22J stud.ents at QutAppel}o Ind.ustrlal Sohool anÔ

10! et Regina Industrial Sohool, The etatfstics for Ind.uetriel
Sohoole lnolud.e students fron other a.Têas' Probabþ less than
75{ of çre total numbor 1r6re from tho &rea covêrod by Troaty
Numbor Fouru e No" 14e l8goe Sohootr

Ino¡eotoratece R€pãitg p" 3ó9*3?6'



. L0¿

rêas-one the govexnment cteoldod. lrhen a ba.nd was readlr for a gohool

anrL thereupon foroed. the Tnd.ians to build or help buLld the sohooL

beforo lt was prepared. to provid.e a teaoher, Ålthough as oarþ as

1879 itlsa,s reoommended. that a sohool- be bullt on eaeh Tosêrv€e

most of the reeo¡voer nover reoelvod. e da,y eohool" Paoquats røBêrv@

d.ld. not reoelve a sohool qrntil 1BB4 although thr¡ roeervø had. been

sott,1od. for a eonsid.erablo tLme, It ÌÍas praotloalþ lmpoaslbl

to euppþ these schoole t¡ith qualified. pereonnel slnce tho salar*

ies and the worki.ng oond.ltlons ¡rere poosø In 1B?3e a $300,00 gran*

per annurn was granted. out of the Indlan fund. to éngag€ teaehere"

The eohools were to recoive full grant provid.ed. there r{as arÀ

avorags of slxty soholars ln attend.rrr*u.2O Ïn 1BB2 an Ord.er*Ín-

Counofl allowed. for a salary of $300.O0 per &rlnulne plus sr$12'0O

for esoh stud.ent over twenty-five ln nurnber and. und.er forty*twon*Zl

Stilly it ¡res reported. that '!the salary now offered for teaohers

($3oo"oo) ls not such as oan possibly attraot effioient teaoheree

ospeoially fn out of the wqy resorveÉ and. when the oharaoter of

the work is takon i.nto aooount.'02?

There wors too f,e¡r ohtld.ren Ln attend.anoe in the various

sohoolsg the lnd.ians0 interest was too 1or+ and. the govornment

polloy was too feebLe foæ the oduoatlonal eystem to have had nuob

zb"r"i" q"p""re Ketcheson CoLlootíone November 2oe 1B?3c F,A,K"

21ïn,1i"r, Affairø Dooumsnte s 4-Aqk-Þ.6géoge Ino&or&nd.urn fæom
Ind.lan Affairs Departmente June 25s l$g7-e P'A'C€ ,

"&ig"e Report f,rors Stu Joh¡r0e 0ollegee QutAppeltree
Pebruaqr 23e 1886o
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impnot ln ohnnglng tholr tprlnrltlvø ntatos to a eh1.¡4hor olvlll*

zatlone e a lofty j_d.oal ox¡rroocod. by mnny ¡4ovclÏnmont of floln,l.e who

sot up B poor ed.uoatlon machlne to lmplomo¡rt It,' consoquentþe

the norr gonaretione exoopt to a fowe forgot thelr arithmotloe

Engliehe and. new rellgion and embraood, eome of tho old' ways of

thelr forefathers and their newl{ay * that of a welfare state'
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B' Eoonomtros

In lBB3e E goveI.nment offiolal roported that gophers were

rellshod. by the Ind.lans as foodg d.urÍng the oourse of the noxt few

yoerÊ sorae Ind.ians of the QusAppolle reglon wor@ sequested. to a1.-

locate some of their band. money to extormínate the gophers' Ïn

the sprlngg as earþ ae ÅprfLe fnd.lan orops 1¡êro roported to bo

g3owing and. dolng wsllg {n the falI *here .rfêlê usual-þ oxouses for

the cropso havlng done poorþ" When the central offíoe ln Qttawa

¡rould. requlre austerítys Ít ttas ueuall.y applíed. díreotly tolrard-s

tbe fnd.lans' Baoon anð flour rationÊ lrould. be cut d'ovnru and' tee

and. sugar would. beoome unobtainable Luxr.¡rles for the natives"

.Austeríty usually led. to privationg prlvatlon to starvation' While

thíe went one the Indlan Affairs bureaucracy fed by polåtical

patronage grew and. governrnent omplOyees mad.e sure they receÍved.

thelr guaranteed. annual provfsfons' Sinoe IntLlan Agonts kept

traok of the Ind.lan provislons and those of government 6mpLoyees

und.er the same aooounte 1t beoame d,lffioult to eqy how rnany tl¡oes

govornnent offieials would. avsll thomselves of Indian provisions'

The Plains huntorse depríved. of the buffaloe could. not make them-

Betrves tlo thlngs they he1d. ir¡ dlsd.ain * manual labour and. fishingg

ma4¡r of the wood.land. people eould. no Longer fish anil hunt succsÊts-

fulþg the f,ur trad.e foæ eIl practioal purpoÉos waßt d.oad.g game

wae too E oaro@ to provtd.e a d.ecent llvlngu

Tlnder these trying oond.Ltlons the Ï¡rd.ians were €xpeoted to

ad.opt & n6w way of, Lifs and, new teohníquee of self*oufftefoney'



104

Morris had. promlsed that the Queone the Great Whlte ïlothere had.

sent him to seo to the r,relfare of her red. ehi.l-d,ren. The lmmed.lato

help promfsed the Indians wes in the form of euch things ee farmlng

implomentsu cattLou amrnunltlone and. tnine'

.À little anrnunltion to k111 a littlê genê a.nd a fetr nets

to oatah. a few fteh wss alL that could. bo expacted in terms of fooð

produotlon f¡om the al-lotted. amounltlon ancl. fishlng naterials"

llhs total errn of seven bwrd.red. and fifty dollare for bunting anð

fishing equipnent was hard.ly suffiolent for the fndlan peopLo of

Treaty Four, Sinoe hunting and fishíng hatt baen the sole neans

of livellhootl. for tbe Ind.ianse Lt is not concelvable that a

comnissÍon conceTned. for the peopl-e couId. havo deemed. lt n€oeÊÊary

to fnclude the hunting and. flshlng rfghts clauss ln the treatles ee

& oonoêtrston to the Ind.iane' Perhapa ae lmportant wae the faot

that the fnd.iane were often subJeot to huntlng and fishing regu-

Lations ¡rhlob restriotsd. their right to make a 1-iving at thelr

partloular avooatlons, As the Ind.ta^ns of Fort à fa Corne ad.Jacent

to Treaty Foure stated fn their petftlon to Sir I'Îilfrld. Ïrauriers

We understood. at the tirne of signing Treaty that we
should. retain any prlvfloges we held.e besid.es havlng
the sane opportunlty of meking a lívellhood as tbe
I'lhiter¡an"

I,te find. r{e a.re prevented from fishing ln the
wators along our Reserv€rs * and. also shootlng gamo

1n the olose õee.Èon * Nothfng of this was mentioned.
at that tÍne * a¡rd we oonsld.èr the enforolng of tbeee
regulatf-onsu io unjust' 3.

The nost complex problero oonfronting offioiale and. Ïnd.ia¡¡e

llrrd.l*r Affefre Iþoumentsr Ë+gqts-.Pgg¿gge Auguet loe 1896s
P.AoC o



x05

in economic terms wae farming" Thle probLem waÊ never resolved.

t¡e11 enough to make the Ind.ian populatio¡r self*eufficfent durlng

the latter part of tho nlnoteenth century or lateæ, This wae

applloable as well to the Sioux TncLlans, who were generalþ

oonsid.ered more progressivs and. íntelligent than the CenadÍa¡r

ïnd.iene of the Sorth¡rest'

There ar6 sêveral reasons that could. be explored. to ln-

d.icate the faiLure of tho Indians to ad.Just to the new låfo"

So¡ue areas bound- by Treaty Nunbor Four were unfit for farming and.

oattle-raising" The Plains ïnd.ianse fn particulare were at best

oool to tha fdea of fermLngg some of thsm reJecteê åt co¡npleteþ'

The new oultural tralts suoh as religion and. new oeoupatfone d.id so*
2

ed.equateþ replaeo the old. cultural valuôs,

The Plains Ind.íans aooustoned. to an easye
freee and. 1a4y oxlstenoe wíll not fn tbe
present ganoratlon take to farmlng unlees
oompell-ed. to d-o eo" 3

They had. been foroed. to Leave theår forner looation wÌ¡ich i.n part

was ldeal for cattLe-ralsing, Ind.ian Affairs offiolale used. a

narrow interpretation of, their responsibilities to suppþ the

Indians with farmlng irnplemente and. cattleu anC. after 1884s mar\y

band.s uere strlpped of their most produotivE land ån the guise of,

ths ¡for thelr benefito oI&use"

2na11owe11e A. ï"e Gulturo .arld. Experlencee Uníversity of
Ponnsylvanla ?ressu 2nd., Edltione 1955.

fo"r**:-*"*e Lleutenant Govofno:ee E Gotrleettone Report of
Bdward. McKqy to A" Blorråec $lqy t8r 1873s P'A"M.
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Thís statomont generalþ held true for the Ind.ians {rnd.eá

consid.oration (r,¡lth oeoaslonal- oxoeptlon) who r¡ere 6ntLced. to f,arm,

At tbo outsot thls ontloomsnt was erupposod. to d.evolope aocord.lng

to the Intllan CommLeslonere through the Înclíans? observation of tho

sottlersr guccessg

Ind.ian Resorves being generally situa.ted. in the
midste or in the immed.iate vicfnity of settlementse
there is no necessity (as in the case elsewhere) to
teach the several Tribes 1n the rud.lnents of the new
wey of life whioh they are oallod, upon to embrace,4

llhe following year the Commissioner in his an¡ual :report ol-afuned.

that the govornnent had. no reËponsibiltty or duty to set up model

farms" He therofore oonoluded.e

e o n nothlng thorofore f,emalns to be done but the
euperlntend.ence of real estate and. the preventlono
of tho ealo of splrltuous llquorsu I

Ïn timee it was prov€n that mere observation and. n6¡1-partíolpatlon

by the gpvernment would not mako an Ind.ian a farmer" 3y 1879

Govern¡nent polfoy instead was to establieh mod.el farms where tbe

farm instruetors r¡ere to guld.e the Ind.iane in Lea¡cning how to nake

a living by agriculture" Sesidss teaching tho Incllans farmtnge

food. would bs prod.uoed. at ths looal Ìevel, tberebye red.uoing the

importation of provisions and. the governnent r*ouLd. have I nerr

patronagê system" It is d,oubtful 1f the learning thet Tras d.one

u Í,ieutenant Govorfloe As Morrise
report to Superintendent Genoral of Ind.ian Affalrse Ootober 3Oe
rBT5s P' 32"

I

I

I

f

'IþiA,e Indlan CommLssåoner Provenohere 1876e p" 33"
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snd. the actual pr.ofitÉ through prod.uctlon offset the vast expend'l-

tures of the farm-lnetruotion syetem. In 1BB5 when GommíssÍoner

Dewclney was trylng to convince Sír J' å.' Maodon8,ld. to êstabllsh en

ag€ncy inspectorate for the Northwest Ind.ianse he etatod.s

One returns always e large &rêa under alop in th€
Springe but it d.oes not epan outo fn the Fall-" 6

Indeed. thero ?rere mer\y glowlng report€, eomplled. by Ind,ian agents

and ConunÍssioners especially when the Superlntend.ont of fndlan

Af,fairs d,irooted hl-s comrnlssionors to sond. in u'a fuLl and. favour*

able report on the progress Of Ind.lan Eet*loment on the Roserveuuu?

One such report e,mong many fron Ind.ian Agent Lash read. ae fol'lowss

Harvesting openêd- very earþe the orop ls very llght
end in Êtome oases not wortb CIuttíng and. tho pôtatoes
orvlng to ths d.rou6ht have takerÌ a second. growthu the
Lato rains mqy ov6rcom6 thlse as thore is tine yete 

Ebut at preeent the roots d.o not look verir encouraging'-

Another report from the Crooked. Lake Ågency f,or Julgu 1890e æeaå

ae fol.l-owss

I cannot report as favourably of the ryee thio no
d.oubt ís inforior seed.. What hae Srown looks welle
sone as high as six feot" P

-t
"Ë!q John A. Maod.onald. PapeJ:Sç letter from Lleutenant

Governo hn Â' Maod'onalcLe February 4s
L883" P,À"s, (Regina).

.ltlblÈ.e Private letter frorn ?rime Minister J, A* Haod.onald.e
to Lleutãnãnt Governor Dowd.neye September Ue 1883"

Brr,U**r Âffairs Dooumentse F1aok *Segji-oee July Je 1888.
FrÂnC o

o
"ru. e Report -to Suparlnto¡rdent*Generel Crooked take

Agenoye August 6e L890.
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Tho Ind.lan noople 0 s d.isínollnat1on to labour from dawn

to dusk and. tho unsuitable climate for gra,in georring coupled.

inlttalþ ¡rlth the laek of farmlng lmpLements aseurod the failure

of the attempts" the laok of farmlng imploments was ono of the

maln issuee that several chlefs exposed to lils ExcoLlenc¡rp the

Governor General of Canad.a when he vlsited. the Siouxe Creese and.

.Aesiniboines et QutAppello in LBBl' Stand.ing 3ullEs oLalm that

be d.lct not havo onough tools to farm was eohoed W several obieføe

lnotuding Strong Qul.lln Orlginally it had been proposed. not to

give the fndiens at'QurAppelle expensive gLfts such ae farming

equipnonte but tho tr,leutenan* Gove¡nor ooneed.ed the poånt on the

r¡nd.erstand.ing that inplements ¡could. bo glven to those Ïnd.lans who

had. startod. to farm, But tho implements were slmply loaned. Out *o

the Tnd.ianee a nethod. ¡rhloh was d.isagreeable to then as they Ìrere

obllgedl to share in the use of themq The noed for moro implemente

wae egaln mentionect by the Ind.iane at Crooked Lako trbo confron$ed

the Comrnj.esloner and. the polfoe foroe ¡rith armed reslst€nce ln

1884. To satisfy thene Dewdney purohased. two breaking p]oughs

a.nd. two or'osÊ ploughsn In LBBB lt wae estlmated thet eaoh Ïnd.ian

famlþ reoel-ved. $73"30 through agrioulture and other Lnd.ustrios

with oaoh fa¡n1ly havlng aJ¡ avêrage of 2,$ aores und.er ouLtlvatåo¡t

with &n average prod.uctfon of !! bueheLs of Sretn end toot""åO

Exoept foæ a few intllvid.ual f,armers e Líttle had been aohåeved bry

tofoLr."tlg-, af So,"3þ.-þgllpue slndox and. Sun¡narLes0 e

L,leutenant GoveffiFEõcord. ¡õor Mlo3e F.A,s"e (Reglna)"
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the t,urn of the oentury in convortlng tho Ïnd.ia¡rs to agtrioulture'

Even those wh6 were successful in gA'owing orope very often had. tO

oontend wlth marketLng problems*11

Tbe government by treaty oblfgation also oommltted {tself,

to provfde the Ind.lans with oattlee but lt was virtuall.y impoeeåble

for the Ind.lans to build up hord.s es starvatlo¡l forced thorn to

kfll thetr anj-nals for meat" Like farmJ.ng lnplementse oattls re*

malned the property of Ind-lan Âffalre exoept when a band bullt up

thoir own berd.e as did. Cotdss band. who were reportect ts bavs 397

head. in 19O5, Fbom å¡.vailabla etatÍstloÊ¡ one oan conolude tbat

cattlo ralslng was no more suocossf,ul than far¡nlng'lz

l,astlyu when Indian land,s r.rere xeqr¡irod by varíous ånterested

partiese it was cofÀmon praotS.oø to uproot tho Ind.ian farmer fron

his improved. Lot and. horre for a pittaneee a praotloe rrhioh røeE

hard.ly in keepfng wlth the Êovernor*Generalts profsesf.on of 1881s

I vrant them to know for certain that having mad.e

so long a Journey ft shows the Queen0 s love whs
always loves ber red. cblldren and. was vêlT soray
sev€n yeara ago to learn tbat they were hungey" 13

lllrrdi"n Åffaiæs Docurnentse Blaek SeJ'3ei¡e Memorand.un to
Deputy MinLster of Ind.Ían .A.ffairs f,ron Ja¡nes CampbeLlu Jtlþ Lpe
1905. P,.À,Cn

124* u.n example of tho rolativeþ low agæloultural' prod.uot*
l.vlty of the Indlans of Troaty Number Foure part of the roport
f,or 1B9O ls included as Àppend.ix XI Tbe Sosslonal Papers lnoluded
suoh a report annualþ"

l3fnqi"",. of -lt"tüt ¿ e repôrt on vlsit of GovsrlxoÐ*
GeneraL to ¡'ort qutÀppeffo Inafanee ldovamber le l88te p".33ø
F"A"Su e (Begina).
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fn offeote lf.ttle consld.eration rcas givon to the Indian{s rlght

to oeeutr¡y a pieoo of land. whloh he had. lmproved when that ptece

of land ¡rss within a surrend.erod. ãre&o In l-9O5 ¡shen it wae

suggested. that part of Pasqua¡s roserve bo solde tho agent

oommentod thues

f em satisflecl four hund.Ted acros of plowlng and'
thres of four dwel11ngs and. the Farn Instruotorrs
barns is all that would. be cut off by selI1ng this
land," I t¡ould suggest that the olrners of this cul-
tivation be oompensated. et the rate of flve d.o]lare
p6r acxe (the nuurber of acres to be d.eterrnined. by the
Departgrent!s surv€yorË)r ancl the buildings oould be
valued. by an officer and. oolapensation glven' 14

Suoh lend-purchaslng polf.cies contrad-ieted. avowed. governnnent polioy

to encourage the Ind.ians ín worklng the land, on aa ind.ivLdual baslss

Besi.d.ee farmtng tho Indi.ane aould eeltr hay and t5.mber

fron thei1 T€s€rvoso The haying was not too profltebleg the tfmlert

llke the flshlng lnduetry was Limlted. through a pormit eystemn

Some Ind.Lan people would. be hired. ae seouts or a.s fndian Affaire

employeose but only on e verJr llnltOd. soale" On€ or two teaChereu

Ind.ian agents horo and. thero, and the od.cl ¡roôd-ohopBer fos survey

oreÌra werê @mployeê and. in nost oases they were underpald.. Seoause

of the laek of eoonomic oppoftrmity and beoause the Ind.l-ans0 staple

food. had. dísappeared. clurlng thíe poriod.e the Ind.iansr rather than

be3-ng eLevated. to a'8¡oore prog:e€sstvd oivlLization from theln hunt*

j-ng and. fishlng statee actualþ rogcessed" Margr observers felt

tr4rrrdtu.r, Åffarrs
Honourahle l'rank 01Ívçr
20s 1gO5ç F"AoC"

Doou¡nontss glggE-slgge roport to the
fronr agent at Fort Qur"Appellee Ðeoember
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that the ïndians would ¿ie off'15

As early as LB81 the Ind.iane Ln the Qu0Appolle regfon

wanted. to re-wrlte the treaty so that gov6rnnent provislons would.

koep them a}íve and" help tbem reoover from their mlsery" The

chiefs to}d. the Governor General tbat tho goverllmontis impLe-

mentation of tþe treaty wae eimply not sufflciont to heLp the

Índ.ians beoause the government had' stopped' glving suoh thinge ae

AmnunLtion and. had. red.ueed. annuity rationsr Hhile the Gov-

ernor GeneraL told, them about the virtue of tgork and. pronised to

d.o sonethlng about thetr plight e the $onservatirre governnent had'

ernbariced on an austerity progg.am in its d.ealings with tho Ind.ians*

Thé Governor-G€neral represented. tho Sueeng the govarruuent repre-

sented. the econonie power of the eountryo

The Tnd.i.ansr d.iscontent 'çrith thelr economlo status often

brought them into d-ireot oonfrontation with various government

offioials. The governnent often oam6 und.oe Beverê criticlsm by

Indian Lead.ers themselvoË for lts deallngs with the Ind,ians" Pfa*

pot put this problem vory suocinetly to the Superior GeneraX of

the Oblate ord.er ln Lebret Ln 1895s

In ord.er to become sole masters of our lande
they re1e6çatod. us to smal-l reservations ae blg
aB rny hand, and. made us J-ong prornisesr as 1.on6

es r\y arrng but the next ysar tho pronisee lrere
ehorter and. got ehorter evêly yea,r until no¡r
they are about tho }ength of my fingere and they
keep onl¡r half of that" 16

15ïrrdi*r, Affalrs Doounentss Þlqgk-Þer¿g-q, letter from James

Setterg Indlan måssfonary t0 Sir Job¡ A" Haodonald.e Maroh 10e

1885e F"A"Cu
16fn-aiSpe oL no3t4 åme-lioP e ginctlane of the

Weeto ¡ .S.:_-91,!.



n

112

In 1BB4u severe.l Tnd.ta.ns almost eta6od- a rebellLon ln the

Qu0Âppelle region as & result of tholr laok of food and- their

inabllity to oommunlcate their problems to the Lieutenant Gov-

er.nor" l.lhen Superintenclent Horshmer attompted. to arrost some of

the IncLia.ns who had foroibly taken rationË from tho storesp OuSoupe

one of the Indian ohlefsu justified. their actions becauso they were

in a starving oond.ltione rations had been refused.u and. tlto food

whioh had. been taken belonged. to thom anJnray*

Tbo governnent authoritles including Tndian Agent A.

MoDonald and. Suporlntend.ent Hershmere und.erstand.ing the d.eter-

¡nination of the Ind.ians d.ecided. not to prosocüto the offendlrtg

Ind.ians ln ord.er to avoid. a d.ireet oonfrontationu The Ind.ians had.

shoqrr enough d.etørmination when one of them prevonted. Superintend.enÈ

Ilershmer from enteri.ng their barrioad,ed house by almlng a gun at

hls faee,

Gonerally bowevere govsrilnent offfoÍals and. the poJ.åoo

force could lnfluenoe the fndiarie through their oontrol of govern-

ruent fund.su

ft ls this power that was used. to sustain tbe Ind.iane to

appeare hin and. flnaXl.y to subjugete hl-m to the nill of the

officfals hoJ.d.lng the lowest posltfone j-n the Tnd.ian -Affaíre

Department. How strange lt must have been to former great oblefs

euch as Star BLanketu Ple*pot and^ Pasqua to be able to deal".with

Governor-Generale and. yet subnÍt themselvee to the wålL of the

agont so that their band.e would. not starvs"

The quallty and quantity of food suppllod. to the va.rÍoue

Tnd.ian band.s deponded. on ner\y faotors suoh ae attltucles of the

lnd.ian towards eubnfeelon anå woxkp and tbat of the Índ.lacì agent
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toward.e the Ind.Íana or towards his superiór" Tho agonte fn ord-eæ

to establish hls euthorlty over the Indianeu wouLd. often CIut off,

ratlons or replace thenrn T{hen tbo governmsnt attemptod to rnove

the Ind.iane wsstward. and. northward. to theÍr allocated. reeervese the

agents wouLd. bo lnstruoted. to give ratione only in those areas* A

olassie example of ratlon Ëubstttution occurred. at Seaver Iøke in

1882. Ohe Inttians llving thare had. previousþ refused. to renove to

Saddle Lake. Consequentks when they begged. fol food.e tbe agent

ord.ered. that 50Q por¡nde of baeley be sent to them at Sadd.le Ï¡ake

along with J.200 pound.s of ohopped. barley for porrld'gu'l?

Suoh sanctions Ì{eTe even apB116¿[ to Ind.ians wbo refussð

to vote for land surrendoring. For examplee ln 1891s the 8€€ût

threatened. the Ind.ian thuse

I have poíntod out to tho 0o1d-tlnes group that
ae they have wlllfully ohosene to d-efeat a proJeot
that was for the good. of tho Band and which would.
have matorlalþ aided. progrêss boing nad'ee that they
cannot expoot the Department to view thelr opposltion
with anything but d.iefavoun and that they must expeot
oertaln oonÊequonaes to follow ae long as they perËist
in obstructlng our efforts for the advanoement of, tbe
Indtans' LB

Stnos the entire polltfoaL ¡aaohineqy favoured.

of potentlal votes the Ind.lane had. no F€oourð€

feoe of suoh throatso

eurrend.sr on bebalf

for Justloe l.¡t the

l?Irrui"r, Affaire Doournentsc 1.1-egk-i-qglege Letter to the
Ind.ian Commlsslonor fron G, II. Harpin for the Tnd.lan Agenty Jan-
uary trJe L892e P'A"G.

t8-. ..^-s!!ne repor*' to tho Seoretarye Ðepartment of Ïnd'*an
Âffelrsn Gîatca fu'om egent H{Êohe11e Februaqy 169 L901"

I

I

I



- 114

The d.istributlon of rations slas also direotly related. to

the ohallenging of the IndLans to work and. to the enforoement of

1anç" It was felt that the Ind.lane lf over-fed. would not rqork t'heLæ

farms or hunt" Consequentlyr ratlons w€r6 normalþ red.uoed. d.uring

the warmer s€asons@ In 188? when Fåa*pot requested more ratione

for his poopLoe the Agent reporteds

To increase it (the ratlon) to the satfsfying
polnt of 1 pounct per soul. por d.ay of beef rrould.
mean to enoourage the Indiane 1n 1d.le habite and.
or¡er-shad.ow all chanoes of evet naklng then self-
sufficient" 19

0n the other hand.e worklng Ind.iane ?rerê normaLly provid.ed. wíth smali

rations as ind.uoement to worko In the l-BBOts, since d.ancing intor-

fered. ¡sith farming and. created mar¡y soolal problemoe it was d.e-

cicLed. to etop the pow-wows, Ð" H' Hodges of t'he Preeb¡r*erian

Chr¡roh of Oak J,ako said. that the pow-wow yras held.s

o e " to the gtreat d-iscomfort and. annoyanoe of
margr of our townos people. Moreover thie
repeatêd. deseoratlon of the Sabbatb ts al.taye
d.one by them with a Union, Jaok floatJ"ng above
them. 20

In 1886e the IndLian agent of iluscowpetungrs rèsor\¡e elalmed. that

he had. stoppecl rations for all those who refused. to stop d.anoingu

Þlargr Incllan A.ffaire offielale such as the Ïndian agents

who controLled- the suppþ of, provisions Ì{ou1d. gaugo thei-r suceaes

as ad.minLstratore by showlng how low costs could. be kept' In-

tr9Ïrrdf*r. .Affaire Doounonte,
srent of Inclian Âffaire from ïnctiacr
PnÂ" C o

B_låok Sefigse Report to Ðepart'*
åesnt L,ashe January 10e L88?e

totÞlu"e septonbeæe 1888e
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Êpector 'dad.ssorth in LBB2 oLaimed'e

Tilhilst thsre (at the Blood Rc¡servo) tt brougtrt

to rqy recotleàtionp that it was at rny vlsit there

a yea^r "áã 
f flxed' the flour ratlon at what it is

å îá""¿ per soul' The Ind'lans aro eE contented'

tod.qy as they were when getting 1.1b'. " " ' It is
from makirrs ä''on savinge as tbis to tho Departnent
I have ruy title to inorease of paór@ ¿Å

Ðrawingattentlontotheroerltgofeoonornicretrenohnent

he went on to say urlt ls an honour to be the first to oonoelve jus*

whero and. when to do ítn'n22 Hls main obJect 'r+as to convinoe Ottawa

togivehlmaraiseosonolnd.lanswould.beplaced.onbalfratlonÉ¡

oronirreguJ-arratj-onseotbattheoostwould.bekeptbelo¡q

bud.getary eetlmatee. In sons oas€eu regul'ar bacon wae replaoed'

by old. oxêne boreee or d.ogs' Fahsunge an Indlan lead'er upon plead'-

ingtotheGovornor-Generatra11eged,9*TlrehÔrsesthat,havehad'the

soab have beon gíven to tbe ohlld.ren to eat,'023 anothoe ohåef

fron northern Saskatohewan said' at the same mee*inge

You d.o not see borses because I hano eaten thenø

rile bave also eaten our dogs' That ls what your

work bail clone for me ' 24

Tbeeearegperhapsgêxaggerated.clainsgbuttheagent¡MoDonald'B

who was presente d-enied' nelther claim'

-

--zlÏ,,rlian 
Affarrs Dooumentse åæ4+esç r'etter to the

Deputy for rhe superlnrandglt c"nÁrãi-ãflrn¿íä affalrs ff,on

ïnspector lla¿eworihe Jute 13e lBB2e F'4"0"

22lbid 
"

G"r,"o"r.2î å,":nn:=:r;: 
v'åslt or Go'ornor*

A

"Ibicl
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The agents were also d.irected. fsom the tommlesioneres

office or from Ottawa about the quantity of ratlons to be glven

to the Indians. Thoee ratlons ínolutled the presents glvon at ths

pqyment of annultiesu a custon which had. been d.evelopod to rin

over the frlond.ship of tho natives" In LB88 the Commlssloner

d.irsotecl that c

the rnaximurn ratlons shouLd. conslet of b pound
of bacon or one pound. of meat u ancl one pot¡rd of
flour, It is not intended to furnish then wlth
tea, sugere or tobaeco exoept d.urlng payrnent
tine; of ooursee in the event of slokness a
d.octorrs plesorirrtion r,rould. have to be oarrfed.
out' 2!

In 18811 the government ordered that flxed. ratlons of 2 pounde of

meate B por-nrcls of floure å poun¿ each of tea and sugaru ana 1/8

pound. of tobacco shouLd. be distributed. on a per capÍta b*"i"'26

Lieutenant-Governor David..Lalrd 1n a lotter to Ottewa eaw

tho Canadlan governmsnt0s positi.on 1n this lights

The Gowrnment e I feel oonvlneed. have to make
up their nind.s to one of three policÍese vis" to
help the Indians to farn and. raise stooke to feed
themy or to fight thenn 2J

During the gteater part of tÍme coversd. þ this papê:Pe thê govsrn-

ment ohose to help tbe Ind"lans at farming a llttlee to feed. them

e littleo and to ffght *hen a LittLeø

Z5lrrd,íu.r, Affalrs Dooumontss Bggþ-Êggåge direot*¡e fron
DewtLney to Indla¡r Âgentse February Zle IBBB, P'A'C'

26*^ . ---&!!" e letter from the Assietent Tnd.lan 0ommLeeloner t@
Tndlan Agentse June 2Le LBBlç

zbrria 
F"t"¿ ptpe+e tretter from Davld T,aird. presunabþ

wrlttenim

{

,ìl
:'.
.t

.I



1X?

The funrlarnentaf problon for ths native peoplo of tbe

Northwest d.uríng the last part of the nineteenth oontury nao

adjusting to.a new way of 1lfe' Fot' man"ye it rvas starvatione

sioknesse and d.eathu Tbe prinolple of ourvlval of the fitteet

was no doubt applioable to thess peoBlÐ who had gfven away part

of a continent for a pittance' itlarly sêttlers who came to the

West exporienced. hard.shipse but eventually beoame successf,ule

reoêlved governmênt assietaflce e or moved to anotheS a.t'ê&s

In the writings rei-ating to the Northweste no evidenoe

is found. to lnd.icate that Tnclían "ftffalæs employeos ]¡ere BubJeoS

to eoonomie deprivationg nor d.oes one fi-nd. muoh, evlclenee that

corporetionÊ proteOted by golrêTnment patronago ïrer€ ever forced.

out of, businees, Most govêrnment employees coming to the North-

Ìrest Ì{êro guarenteed. a fairly substanti.al ånoorno and. nonthLy

provielonsu FraoticaLþ every household. necêsslty such as 6oape

and. a wid.e varioty of footl.s wore provf,d.ed.. A.lJ- agante and..far¡n

instruotors lrer@ provid.ed. I'rith oonfortable housese genorally

constructed. by friend.s of the gove¡nment" At tbe outsete ít was

sommon practice for farm lnstruotOrs to enploy nomberg of thei¡

i.mmed.iate famllles to he1"p them å¡r traf.ning the Ind.ians' Tn 1BBB

Ottewa r6oornnr@nded. that euoh praotlo€B ooaee 1n ordor to out do¡rn

€xpens6Êt. It wae not unoommon to paff dlemiseed. empJ-oyøee two or

throo months t{ageÊ after they had. left the govôrnmentss servioen

Corporatlone euch aã Bak€r Co' enjoyed the patronag@ of

the government for most of the tlme und.er d.isoussion" Canerone

an Ontario Membør of FarLlanente ln his ettaok on the Conservative
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gÐv€rnment alleged that baoon wae provfd.od. to tbe Ïnd.iane ln ord.er

to sustaln the businoss of this eompar\y' Statistics shoned. that

boef could. bg nurchassd. at aknost half the cost of b"oorr'28

Considering that the Indians dlslfked. bacon as they were not

aocustomed. to that kind. of meat and that beof, arould' have pronoted'

local busineese it is hard'ûo understend. the i.ogie ín purohasing

?q'DAcOn r -'

One of ths ovor-ridång lssues cluring the Llboral ad.minis-

tratlon of L896 to 19Q5 wae patrona8€, The correspond'ence of

Clifford Siftone Þllnister of Interiore lndicates that in nost

oases the maín conoexn was i.n satíefylng frlberaL assooiatlons OA

supporters rather in heLping the Indianse whloh !{aÊ ËupÞosed to

be the ralson ct¡ätre of the Ðepartmont of Inc[Ian Affairs" Thie

perlod etands out because j-t cLearly fndloates the confl-l,ct of

Lnterest r¡hioh wes vested. within the authouity of the minlster

in obarge of the Ðepartment of Interior ancl that of fnd.ían ÂffaÍeÊ"

fn 189?e Cllfford Siftoa stated that La trndian lend surrendere åt

e 
îIndex and. Sunmariese e

glgE-Ë'e Pn 21u

29It oo,rld. bo argued. that bacon kept better without re-
f?i.geration than did. beofe but most of the ¡atlons wer@ dletrib-
uted. in the winter, In Treaty Number Six areae the Ind'lans lrere
fed'malnly beef by treaty OOnceBsfOnE I'loreovere bacon was d.ê*
trLmental to the health of thoso who hed Buffsr€d. from oonsumptÍve
dlaeases" Ind-lan Affalrs ÐooumenteE ^4êqE-!sr"lgge report from
Ind.ien ConmLssloner Dewdney to tho Supertntend.ent GeneraLp ÁprÍI
28, L884s F, 5p P"å"Co
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imposeiblo to throw lo.nd' held' by fndians open for
settlenent lmmed.ietely on a propoeition to that
effect being nad.ee even in oases in whioh 1t le
clear to the Department that lt ie the general
interest as 3ûoL1 as fn the intorest of any par-
tl-ou1ar band" themsel-voa that such land' should' bo
thrown opario 30

During a poriod. when Indlen po?,¡er j.n the Northwest had' d.eterior-

ated' to nothinge it was un<lerstandable that Ind'Lan intereets wero

saorifloed for settlement. The tremendous lnflux of settlement

fnto tho groator part of th6 r.eßion inhabited' by lndLans of Troaty

Nunber tr'our after LgOO lec[ to the beginning of a sohsme whereby

these ïnd.ians loet a great anount of thèlr land. hol-d.irrg"'31

Through tho period. und.er d.ieausslon €oonomlo issuoe renafnêd.

the dominant issues bet$een Ind.ians and 8ov6rnment OfftclaJs"

Generalþ lndiane w6re oonsi.dered. too lazy or unable to perforn

the work hopecL for by government offioiaLs. The Ind.iane eontint¡ed

to grunnble about the llttLe êoonomio help they were getting and.

continr¡ously ohargecl the gioveanment r¡lth non-ful-fLllment of its

treaty ob1Ígations* Fia-pote while etating the lndLan 0&Ð@e w&B

reputed to have sai.d.e

Tlhen the treaty wae nÉ'de long ago-Ti.tþ tho Ïnd-1an
peopfeu the goïernment eaid- dhat it should' Last ae

long as the grass grelre the eun fo6€e and, rlverB Íañe

3oqÀiffo"d Sifto" P"p*e letter to gltver (Mernber of
Parlíaten "c'

11r*DurLng this pertod.e Tndllalr land. near raileoadË oarûê fnto
gneat d.€mand.. Many reeorveet euoh ae Pasquasts end' towesesese werô
red.uoed. oxtenelve J¡r "

Ì

I
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end. men welked. on tl¡o legs" Ñowe he
the White mon are golng to broak the
tho governrnont hae eent us & man ¡+ho

1eg and a half" 3Z

saide I knorc
troatye becaus€
tras only got e

32---Indians of iügqtè Amerlca, Pia-potss biograPhffs oPe--E¿-&.'
Pla-pot * ¡¡t Graham who wore sri-artt-
flof.al n.eg"
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C. Effeots of the New Cl-vlli.sation Upon the Indfans

FYon tho signlng of Treaty Number Four to the turn of tbe

oenturye tho Indíans oonoerned ln the stgning and. inoplementatlon

of the treaty had, expeæienoed. trvo d.fetinot mod.es of Lifo * tha* of,

tho huntor and. that of a ward of the state on & reeterv€" The

d.isappoarance of the buffalo, the CanacLian governm€ntte polf.cp"e

the great impetus of a new civíllzatione and. the Ind.ianÉ$ own

failure to adjust to a compLeteLy new r{ay of lffa oaused bavoc

anong the North¡tostern Ind.iansn Soolal d.islntegfatlon oausêd' by

the loss of eoononior BoLiticale and eoolal oontrotrs withln the

society beoa¡ne characteristios of the Ïnd.ian eommunities*1 Thls

phenomenon nanÍfested iteelf fn trlquor abusee Lack of lnterest lm

the{r oonmunityu equalore a.nd general laok of J.nftiativa" Tbls

beoame elnd,iane phenomena In the mlnd.e of the ssttl@rse gpvern-

ment offiolalse and. other Canad.ian oLti.zens' llho goverrunentss

pol.Loieee on thelrholerlfer€ to attack 1n e. half-hearted' mann€r

the phenoma¡êe but never rêally to taokle the oauses" The Ind,ians

aopired. to effeot a ohange in the oyole through gp\rêrnment aide

but their plans were oostþ and often snêered. at by goverrulent

offiolals who controLl"ed. the poLLtioal and. soonomio struotures of,

5ailey, AlfrecLe TEr. Con$Iiot of European and Eastern
.41&o4!clan Cult,ures 15S4-UO0¡ New Brunswlok Mueeune Monogæaphlo

lptlon of the Eaetern Algonkiane0 oun-
tural dielntogration le apptrloebLe to that of the lndåens of
Treaty Number Fous areao
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of the system ancL who atternpted to annlhllate the soolal end'

r,elígloue etructures lrlthln thg Ind.tan eommunlty.2 The result

wae losg of prestlge and. lnitiative on tho part of ths lnd'lane

anct thelr down-gr&ding in tho eyes of some of tbeir white nolgh*

bours who came to view the Ind.íanË aË nothlng nor6 tban d.runkard'e

and. 1aøy br¡¡nsu -At the outsete govêr.nßent OffiCial-s had. hoped. to

have Ind.lans ancl eettlers live slde by síde so that tho Ïndiane

would. learn from the settl.ers¡ but j-t soon beoame apparent tbat

Ind.ians n"ar. €rolring towne wer€ urlalghtlye lmnoral and. unwauteê'

?rior to 1B?4, f¡ee trad.e had. brought wlth ït tbe wid"espread

use of llquor for t:eatltng purposes with the Ind'iane" Ï,iquoæ oame

j.nto the Nortb.west from the Unlteô Statee and. the Red, River region

i.n abund.B.noeg often it was poisonous'3 CharLee BeLi- report@d' ån

Marohg LB?4u tnat

The Inclians d.o not wish to have any liquor i-n th€
country, but sag they oannot restrain theie tu
appetites for tt when i.t i'e vri-tbin thelr reaoho '

l|be Amerloan trad.ere olalmed. they would. submit to a smali' d.uty on

liquor, ilbut wlll not ceaeo to brlng it in tLll' compeJ-J.ed. to d.o eo

2'I_nèfeq' of North Âmerlcj¡.e Notes on a oonversation between
the Gove reee and. Assfnibolneep 9Pe-gf["
lfhe Indians asked for a revlaíon of the treaty ln order that they
¡na.lce a decent l5-ving. Among other thlngs they asked foe d'raugbt
anlmals anil farn implenents' The Governof Gêneral appeared. sym*
patbetic to their requests"

fogt"iE-P"""""s Ketcheson Colleetioa, P".A"$i". A' Mórríse otx

22u 1B?4s statod. that tho Northweet would. bo mfloodedw wlth
fron I'lanltoba unlees prop€r meantures ¡qore takon'
AqE!üStt Paææe rêport to Lioutenent Gowrnor of Hanåtobae

4c 1.8?4s pu 21e P"A"C'

Aprl-i.
lLquor

^ÀpriL

t-

ì

I
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by foroe of arms"nr5 Jtlthough tho ganad.lan govornment paseeé mtsob

legislatlon 1n its attempt to stop l1quox" tred@ end' r¡ee by Indlanee

It was never ablo to remove the probfem'

Sinoo the Ind.ian6 by tholr own ad.mleelon oould' not rsfre'ln

fron its usee f.iquor flrst of alL meant a d'ovaetatfng eoononle

upheeval. for thon as thslr gains fron the chaee øere d'Lninishod''

charles Bsll j-n hls report pointed. out the general evl1 j-nf1luênees

of thls drink upon the Ind.ianse mThi.e arti.els speaks foæ itsalf'

The nlxture of aLoohole paln kíll.ere tobass6-julce and. coLorfng

natter is d.olng lts work rapid.lyn'n6 Beoar¡se the Ind'lans bad' no

sooiale politioale or 3elfgiouts eanctLous against the use of

llquor within thetr sootety as the Euro-tanad.lan oooiety had'e

they remained. intemperate and. viatimlzed." rhe eituetlon beoa¡nø lûor@

aout6 as the Ind,iansa eulture d.lstntegeeted undor the trosêave

systemo

It r+as the wlsh of both the troaty oommi.ssi-oner and the

trntlian Lead.ers tbat a prohibltion oLause be inoluùed fn the ttreaty"

Tbe Canacllan gOvelnment atteropted. to oontroJ. tiquor trad'e anð ite

use by tho Ind.lans bJ¡ having i.egielation enforced. by Ind'ian Âffaire

emploJ¡ses and Law-enforotng agencLee Susb as the North¡+est Dlounted

Polioe e but the IntLians oontinued. to lnd.uJ.ge $.n }f quoæ fnd'lecrlm*

5eifto"J=p"ru,e reBort to f,ofer¡tonant Governor of, Nani.$obae

.Àprttr 4u-T'6?Çffi, P'*"c"
'f -JH.e p. 2P.

!

f
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lnateþ. Among the Ind.ians of lreaty Number Foure lf.quor had.

negative rathsr than posltlve eonnotatíone as there ls no evid.onee

that they ueod. llquor and. drunksnness for extra peroeptuaJ. powêrø'

But one must oonour r,¡ith And.r6 Vaohon when he ¡q'Tote s

Lteau-d.e-viee certese falsalt son oeuvlre d.ans cette
desintágration d.e la soaiét6 lndienne"- Mais gardons-
nous d.!ieoler oe facteur et d.'an exagírer 1¡lmportanceu
Lreau-d.e-vÍe ne'fut qurür é16ment parmi tant d.0autrese
d.ont Lraotlon oombinle a¡nêne Le dépérfssoment phystque
et noral d.e ltlndienu 7

lthis vleTf seems to be appLlcable to the Ind.fans of Treaty

Four particularþ after they bad settlad. on reserves whero they

contlnuod, to purohase J.lquor fllegaIþ' Altbough it was roported

'in 19O3 that 12 eeotj.one of the Ind.Lan.&ot deelt ratth prohlbltlon

for Indla¡re and. that Låquor laws w€r€ strlngontly @nforoede the

elain waÊr nevertheleee nad,o thate

Notwltbstanding the efforts put forthe tt ls to
be regretted that it bas been found. lmpossible to
put a stop entirely to intemperanoe among the
Indians" It is well knorrn that they a're p€ouliarly
exposed to this temptation in consequenoe of
oonstitutional pred isposi-tion, and. tmprlnoipL€d'
Hbitemen and. IIalf-3roed.sr k¡rowing the traffio
to be profitable ln ploportion to i.ts rlsks e

are rea.d¡r to become the med.iun for supplying
ÍntoxLcants to the Initiango I

Thue fnd.tan agente'eald. that muoh of tho mon€y gained, by

Ind.lans through the eale of euoh iteme as thefr oettlee tfmbere

nf¿o¿r6 Vaehone wf,¡eau-d€-vle d.ans Ia soc¿6t6 Indåonnee0!
Cana4Ían ESstoqi.cal Assoolation RgJ¡orSe 1960e p' 2J.

Srrr*r* Affatre Doou¡nentsp å¿ggglgglgge ruemÕR&ñûun from
Âsetetent Søorotarye Deoembor l0r 19O3e P'.AnC"

I

I

I
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or furs wås expend.od on lfquor' The problom of llquor trad'e durlng

annr.llty payments remalned. foremost throughout the perlod.' Perhape

the d.ssirr:d protection for Ind.lans from the use of llquor oould'

have been providod more effeotj.vely þr htring fndlan ohlefs ae

agents b,y the Crown aE¡ su€çg€ated. by Ind.lan Commlssioner lraird' fn

1889, Perheps the tremond.oue publfcizf-ng of ths use of liquoæ þ

trnd.iane lfas ovêrd.one and. aamoufS.aged. the mor:e i'nherent sooiaL

peoblens caused. by the cultural ohange they were experlenolnge e

point uoad.e by Antlrá Vachone

Ils (lae Ind.iens) vérifièrent'le prinoipe reconnue
en anthropolgie queune Civflization trop primitivee
mise en oontàct d.l-rect aveo unê oiví1lzation evoluéee
eet preeque Lrroméd.lablement vou6€ a la d.estruction' 9

The J-iquor probl.em baoane lnciclental to the poverty ou]ture of

tho Indlans of Treaty Nunbor Four during the lattor balf of the

ninetoenth oentury" There ie no d.oubt that liquor beca.me a geeateæ

@oononlc and. social problem for the Ind.iane after theír uniquo

bartering and. traci.lng syetem had. oome to an end witb the Eud'sonss

Bay Compargr !a 1B?9" As tho Ind.ians rege@ssocl Ínto e welfere

state and. d.letrossing conditions with the Íntrod-uction of the

ratLon systene lf.quor abuse beoame more of a soeiaL than ars scorl-

onie problen"

During the period. under d.iscussio$r the health probleme

of the Inclia¡rs caused þ lack of ned,ical care $ epj.tlemles $ lack of

proper houainge otothsng and nouriehment hadl dåre effso$s upon the

9¿"ard Teaho¡rp gpg-o,i3.'e Bo 32n



L26
Ïndian population. The most provalont dieeases among the Indiane

r*ere tuboreulosl_s and, scrofulae both ooneumptfvo d.isoasee. In

1895r Dr" John llutchison reported. that ¡'the most prevalent

diseases are Phthisis, Bronohitiee pneumonla and sorofura,u,lo ïn

hís report he also indioated. that vonereal diseases wero Lese

prevalentu Tuberculoei.s was oonsld.ored. a hered.itary d.ísease and.

+ras tteated malni-y with cod. i.iver oil" Ðr, T' Å, Patrloke reportfng

his findings at the Crowstand Boarding SchooL on Maðr lLe LB94e

shorved. that 10 or¡t of J.{ boys and, 4 out of 12 glrle had tuber*

cuLosisn He saw the problen thf.s w4ya

.A,s to agencies tend.ing to decrease of roonstitutional
d.iseasest I have to report tbat notwithstand.ing med.ical
and. surgical treatmont and. the enforcement of ordinary
sanitary procautions by tho 3.gent, death has been the
most potent factor in lessening the number of the
constitutlonal diseasese and it is d.epend.ent on me to
expr€ss the opinion that so long as those effeoted.
with tuberoulosis of the trungsu spit on floors on
which the non-infeoted. lie and sleepe so long as tbe
d.isease is not detected. anrl t¡eated. in its earlfest
stages, eo long as treatment is d.elayed. tilL the
dlsease has manifested. itseH f.n suppurating gland.su
bleeding lungs or dls€asecl jointse eo long l+iIl the
constant presenoe of the gexms of tuberoulosis prov€
more powerfuL than the J.rregulaæ exhfbLtion of med.i*
oineso lL

Tbe conditions under whÍch. the lndians lLved, trere condu-

oÍve to the oontractlng of scrofuLa whÍoh mLs generalþ hered.i"tary,

but may be acquired, by unfavourebl-e eond.ítíons of LffeE êss trêrùt

l0ïndtur, Àffalrs Documentsr ,E-tggh-Þryiege roport to Tndlar¡
Commi.ssloner H" Reed.e M4y 21., 1895ç Fn.À"Go

*tI!]{l'e report to lrfeute¡le¡rt Governor Forgete June ï.f e
18g5"
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of proper nouriÊhmente fresh alre proper clothinge sultable

exercise,n'12 Thu=e oond.ltionË weye partioularþ appllcable to the

Plains Ind,ians +¡ho had. been estebltshed. ín crorsdod oond.ltlone on

reserves" The housing wae Less than ad.equate; those houeos that

existed. were ovsr-orowd.ed., The Ind-lans ?rho sottled' in snall elus-

tere on the reserves had. not yet learnod' to avoid unsanitary eond'l-

tionse conditlons whioh had. not €fisted ín former tinee when they

were &eoustomed to movíng frorn onê plaoe to anot'her' -aftsr the

d.isappearance of the buffaloe the Indlans no longer had. a balanceê

d.iet" lfhe Woodland. poople ¡aho stlLl roJ-ted to a gre&t extent upon

netural food.s suoh as smal.L $amoe físbe and- berrles experie¡reed'

Less hardshlp than did tbe PlaLns Indians' Farnrlng'had' not yet

reached. .a suffioient d.egree of suoeess to provid'e the Iad'ian with

a suffioientþ bai-anood. d,iete and government ratfons of baoon and'

flour were not enough to eo¡¡nteraet the effeote of the hareh

elfmate and poor llving oonditionsu During the nonths of Januarye

February, and. Marcbe !t, was not uncoÍmon f,or errttre band'a to be

affected by sicknesseg such as lnfi.uêÍLz&ø Dr" N' J' I.índ'say s¡rmm€d'

up the situation in his reporte

I am led. to conclude that povêrty induces sorofula ancl

nunexous d.lseases r¡esultÍng ín d.eatbe and. clvillzation
which has proved. eo d.isastleous to the Ind.lans in the pasÈe

when pusneã to its f,ullest extente so âB to thoroughþ
oirrllj.ze thene and nake then useful oltiøens anongtst us

wiltr again rostore thoir heatrth and. bring to then I Teturn
of happlness and" Pi-entY" tr3

12ïoai*, Âffai.rs Ðocunentse B}raok s-erlesr leport,from Dr,
Trln J" l,lndeay to LLeutesant Gov€rnos Fol'gete Þia6r 3tre 1ö95e F"A'C'

13r¡i¿.

I

I

I
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Dr, Lind.sayco rrLer+ thet the Ind-iane eouLd. rfd, themgsLvee

of thelr physicaJ. díseasee es tbey oould their soolaL å11.s by

ombraoing the weys of the euperfor olwlllzatlon d.id not naterial-

Lze d.uring the nÍneteenth oentury' In ostabllshing the ressrvø

systeme the CanacLien government choee the band. as the basia unÍt,

In subsequent years, lt beoame goverrurent polJ.cy to break clown tbÍe

unit polltioalIy so that the rellglous as well as the sooial systeme

of the Incliane oould be ellmlnatod.' Ï,íttLe '!ras expected. of the

Intlian und.er thls pollcf,e and. no Ê.geno¡F oonoerned. bad. the neans of

eompLetoly acoul-turating tbe lnd.lane. For examplee tbe chíefe

contlnued to rlvaL tha Indlan agente ln the edministration of band.

oporationso

Prlor to trpOOe the sanatlons applled agalnst sooial and

religious ouetome of the Tnd.ianp showed. relativeþ lftt1e süoc€stsa

Tbe varlous d.ancese although outlawede .wêre often prectloed. to the

annoyanco of government offfoíaLs and. olergr,

['wo other najor s.reas whloh were at variâ,noe rrith aooepted,

Canad.lan stand.ard.s were marîlags oustome and the ehieftainshíp'

Indian Agent Jn A. MacKay sald. in XBB6e *In the present state of

the ïndi.ane genereLþe tho extreme traxlty of theír i.d.CIes a-nd

praottces i.n the matter (poþgaqy) rendere ít d.iffiouLt to d-raw

the tLne botwoen tr egLtf.mate and. åtr"legftf.mate oblld.ren"on14

ln the same lettere ho ånd.Loated. tha.t the prohihåting 1egielatiom

14t.r¿i* Af,fai.re Doaurnentee BJ-aok Serlese sopolrt to the
trndf.an ton¡nleslonere October ?0e 1.886e P'Â.G'
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Brould. d.o llttle t¡untiL the Ind,ians &re raleod by Chrletlan oivil*

iøation above their preeent low state of norarsuu'l5 Thts was &

most dlffloutt problem beoause the trlbal oustoms of tho Ind.lane

wer@ Teoogniøed by law, Indlan Commfesionor Devld. LaLrd. 1n 1pO8

discouraged. Ind.lan Agent M" MJ.llere Crooked Lake å.gs¡eyE f,rom

proseouting Kah*k&-!to-I{€f¡-a-pe'w f,or bigamy ín vlew of a Sritlsh

Colunbia Supreme Court r.rlLng'16 Atthough the Ïntllans st!11

praoticed. poþganye it meant very Little to the young€r generatlons

as other sooial values and. the etononlo base aseoclated. with

pol"ygeqy became non-existento It wase howevere stfll- elgniffcant

to Star Blankete ên oI.d. P.lains ehíefe T{ho preferred. his eeveratr

wives to hie ohi.eftainshlp rchen gi-ven the ohoS,ee between the two

by an agent€

I regeet to lnform you tha* Chief Star SLanket has
talcen another wife' I{hen I heard. of thlsu Ï at onee
had. a long talk with him on the subject and he seens
quite d.eterninecl, not to give the wornan up' I in-
formed him that this practl-ce rras against the wlshes
of tbe Departnent and. that we expected' more from hime
espeoialþ no¡q that he had. been reinetated' ae Chiefe
and. in repLy to this he said. he would" muoh sooner
lose (sic) tbe Chieftainship than glve the wonan upe
and. that he would. not nind. losing the office if his
brother (a worthlese f,eIlow) waa appolnted. ln bis
stead. " " " I trust sone €xsÐp1e w'i13. be uaad.e in th$s
oâs€ e i.f not lt wiltr be very d.iffleult for me to etop
tb.is practioe in the future. 17

15lna1*r, Âffalrs Doouments y @þ-!gg!gge report to the
Indian Conmisslonere Oatober 20e 1886r P"å,uC'

16-. ..
ågåg"e letter from the Gom¡nåssionere Juþ 23e 1908e

1'r'tI!id'e reBort fron tbe Gonmiesloter to the Seore$e*5re
Oepastmeffi indlacî .Affairse Ottewae SE¡¡te¡nber L3¡ 1898p

l:i 1,

-ff
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Ths chleftainehåp booame l"ese slgnlfloant than ln former

tfmes since the trad.ittonal ouetoms agsootat@d. ¡{"Íth øarning the

titte of ohiof could no longer be praotlood'' ÏIorse stealinge

Ind.ian warfare, and the buffelo hunte $rere no longer pselble an&

existed only !n the mind.s of the old and. in storioe around' the

oampfiree'

one of the greatest evils ê1ludeô to by mar¡f ge1¡ernnent

offioials¡ waa Íd.lenese by tbe Inclíans" The PLalne Ind.lans fn for-

mer tinest had enJoyed. nore lej.sure time than had' the Hood.land'

peoplese but n6ither oulture was based. on ld.lef¡€ssø T'o the

contrarye both d-ernand.ecl ted,louse ard.uousu and skllful ]-abotrr,

As the eoononío base from natural prod,ucts d.ecllned.e Fo d'id. tbe

Ind.lanss aetivity in naking a living" lilth the d-ecline of his

aotivity cane the deollne of his oultulee and as the Ïndiaf

failed to embreos agg'loulture and. the sooiaL noreË of the whlte

olvilizatíone his mod.e of Life cLisintegrated " There is no doubt

that government offioials and. mleeionaries fi1th their knowled'ge

and. resouroes tri.ecl to lnsti.lL nsw valuee and ekiIls i-¡r tbe

Indiane but the ohange proçað to be too sud'd'en End too great.
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Theobjeotiveofaoqulringthevastareaund.orTreatyFour

for settlement in a peaceful. manner ael statocl in the treaty lras

fuLfi1led., The ínplementatlon of the treaty partþ ftrlfllled-

the wlehes of the Ind.iansu but the dlsorepanolee betr¿een tho

prorni-see macle by cornmlseloner Florris and. the actual terrns of the

treaty soon beoame evid.ent. The Ind.ians g1ew d'lecontented und'er

the cond.itione in whioh they founil themÊeLveet on the reserveso

.&lthough the Ganad.lan government expénd.ed' funde beyond the terms

of the t¡eatiee as ín suppþtng ratlons e the Ind'ians often ehargeð

the government with non-fulfillmont of f.ts obJ.igatione ae Ín

provld.lng tool.e and. fa¡mi-ng equf.pment and provid.lng eohoole on

aeservêg, The problen was that the treaty terms allowod' insuf-

fioient funds and provlsl-ons to permit the India¡s to eetablisb

themseLves suco€sÊfuLLy in a neÌ{ way of Llfe"

Treaty Nunber Four wbioh has been ter¡ned' the fore-runnes' of,

treeties in the Northwest was an extension of the poLicy f,oll-owsd'

by the canad.j-an gov€rnmênt i.n d.eaLing with other Ind.ians ån

Ruper"tsland.o Althougb A" N, Provenchere Indf-an tornmtrsslonore

hed euggested that Tnd.i.ane of the Northwost shoul-d not be deal-t

with by treaty e the governmont feLt obtr-f.ged. to d.o so " No d-oubt i't

wats neoesBaTy to give formaL rooognition to Tndiane of the North*

west becauee they Ìre3e too powerful and unoomllæomlsf'ng to r¡restle

wlth for thetr Land.s, The questton feu how d.1d, treetlee affeot

the lnd.iane of this area specifloalþ anê Inêians under otheæ
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treatles? Inltialþ, tho Ind.lans of Treaty I'our showod. t'heir

strong posltione by earrying out protraotad. nogotl-ationse bgr

refuslng to sign the treatye and. by rofuelng to submft to its

terms, Converselye they remainod. on tho whol-o lal¡*abid.íng poopl@

beoause gov6rnment officiale had. show:l a willlngnees to.negotiaten

The formal and Legal reoognltlon of tboir title to the soitr gave

the Indiane a sense of Beourity ancl d.lgnlty 1n deallng wlth gov€TÍl*

ment offloielsu The government perpetuatod. th6 IndiansE righte by

alwqys eonsul-tLng the Inclians j.n the eurrend.er of thelr Land.s and

roai.ntained further that sêLative sense of seourity by attemptlng

to fuLfiL3. speoiffo terme such ae the pa$qent of annuities'

3y the 1BBOrse whether the Indians of Troaty }Íunber Four

had eettled. on reserves or not thelr eoonomfo and. soofaL oond.itlons

were genereLLy d.epreesed" The d.epresslon fnoreased. lcith tlme" It

wae osuÊred gensxa,lly by the laok of teohnologicaJ. knordedg€ r"6-

quired for farming or f.ndustry" The Department of Ind,ian Affaíree

uneble to cope Ln Lte rnlssion to olvllizo th€ Ind.ianse relled on

rations to help lts ¡vards eurviveu Generalþ both the Plalns

and. Wood1and. peopl-e wer6 affeated. adversoqy þ tho coming of s

tsuperiors natÍon.

.Af,ter the signlng of the treatye the oulturo of the Plalns

lndians oru¡obled. at an alarming rate booausa the buffaloe tho baele

of that oulturee wâB vanishingu .A'lthough this faot was rocog-

n{øed. by nang lndianee thef"r rsl-uctanee to rgplaoe the buffelo

witb tbe plough furÈheæ oompXf.oated thelr €oonomåe ¡tæob3-onne Wben
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they d.ict settlo ori ree@r'v6se their s,etions Beemed. to have boen

futile as the old. as w611 as tho new gen#:ratíon gener.ally d.id not

und.ertake agrioultural pursults" The d.isappearance of the buffalo

was too sud.d.en and. oomplote to alLow tb.e Plains people to nrake a

proper: ad.justnent g tbe conoepts of the now olvllízation Fr€re too

foreign and. renote from thoj-r own exporienoe" To theme the

buffalo had. been an alL-enoonpasÊing faotor in their livesu and

most of then eoulcl not bolleve that the Great Spirit would. out

off their Eouroe of foode shêlteru and lnd.el¡end.ence lnd.efinfteþ"

The cttsapp€aranoe of the buffalo and tho impact of ê mor6 complex

soolety based, on ad.vano6d. teahnologf Tr€r@ to u¡rdermine all aspeots

of the buffaLo hunterss way of Lífe'

The irnpaot of bivj-lfzatlontwas l-ess abrupt and d.estruotj.ve

for the Wood.land.s people for they dld. not exporion6e outright

removal from thelr natural babltat nor dfcl. they lose their oconomie

base so abruptly, Erren wtth the oomlng of th@ raiLroad. and, settle-

nente nar{f of, these Ind-ians Ìr€re eblê to sustain the¡nseLvee part-

talþ through fur traiLeE huntingr and. f,lshing" Pioking of Ëênéca

soot and farmlng to a Lesssr extent contributsd to their partial

seLf-sustenanoeu Nonethelegee their i"aok of total d.epend.enoe upon

their ow)x lesouroeËe th6 negatJ.ve infLuenoe of settlemente and' the

oonpulslon to eettLe on reserveF quiok3.y d.emoraliued the l{oodland

peopLe to tbe oxtent that most of then w'ere no bettor off than the

Flafns Ind.iane by the turn of the oentury.

Tilling of thð eoål anal other manuaL woBk oBenly optrÌoFed.

by the Flalns pÞopLeg in partiouLare corrfJ.Xeted. generalþ wlth tbe

!
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Ind.ian0s oonoept of tho relatlonship batween hle rellglon and"hle

ability to provide food." The Ind.ian had boen ueed. to direct hie

suppllcations to the epirlts to endor,¡ him liberally wlth natursts

bounty, Agrioulture meant he had, to perform ptlysically to reap

produoe from the sol-l" I,Ihon the attempt to ti1l the soil pTovÊd

u¡.suocessfule it beoame virtually impoesible to convert the rid.6r6

of the pJ.alns and. the woodland hunters lnto tt11er8 of the soIlø

Manual labour elso oreated an lmbalanoe in the fairþ weLl*defined.

divisi.on of labour bstween the maLe ancl tho fenale 1n the band.'

Part of the soaiaL struoturo whlah had forned. a baefe of the Ïnd.ian

aulture could. no longer bo sustainedu

The resulting d.emorallzation of the Ind.ian euJ'ture deepþ

affeotod. b6r the ooning: Of settl-enent and. m&ss 1fÊm3-gfation wes tos

much for the human and. materiaL resouroos available" It is fair

to say that on the øhole the Canad.lan governmentes polloy of

5-mproving tbe InclLanså oondftton and of entioing hin to partået-

pate ln the domtnant wblte sOolety wae ÌreIl-meant and. hunane' The

governmentts farm polLcye tte approval of the r¡lssionar¡r scheneee

and sone of its eduoatf-ona3- poJ.ioÍes iLlustrate the pointu The

faLlure of, agenoies to S.mptrement these polåcios more suùsoessf,uJ.þ

and. more unlversall.y among the native peoplee a,s seeTÌ in retrosP€atp

tl.oes not d.etraot from the nerft of these polloles, Ït doese

howevere short that nolther *he white man nor the red. man oould.

alLeviate the Inctlanee pltght" Enougb blame wae plaoed. upon the

gÐver.nuent by the naJoríty of, inhabitants oLose to Loui.e Riel to

eidelüitb htm to eorne d.eg3eo i¡r hfe reballlon" ]fhen the snoke

¡"

¡

¡
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had cloared. after the spríng of 1BB5e tho Canadlan govornment

atternptad to lmprove the eond.ition of the Indlane of the North-

vest Íncluding those of Treaty Four whether they had remaÍned

aloof or had. partioipated. in the rebellfon" The government eub-

divlded. the fnd.lans of lreaty Four lnto six agenslos vri*h betteæ

eervloese but thers is nothing to indloats that the new Ind.lan

generatlon respond.ed more positf.vely,

As Euro-Canad.ians gained. a strong hold. of the reglone the

Ind.lan populatlon renalned. fairl¡r constant and rol-ativeþ smalI"

In 1874y they had forrred. a I-arge majorlty in the Northr,¡est, By

the mic[-i.880re, they forned ono-half of iíe poputatlone and. by

1900e they wero a emalI minoríty, "{ subduede poverty-strioke¡r

uninority wa6 no longer a foree ¡rith vrhich to reckon" Arguments

were put forth that reservo Land.s whethor ueed. by the Ind.lans or

not ought to be surrend.ered. on behalf of nore settlement" Ae time

progreesed.e looal- poLi.tloianee sensltive to pLitloal pressure,

obliged. their oonstituents by advooating the purchase of reservo

lancls" The I{lnisters of the Interio¡ usualþ sacrífioed. ïnclian

interests for more popular ooocro The fnd.iane who had not yet

been enfranchisod could. no longer touoh tbe polftåaaL nerve et

the looal level or in Ottawaø

Tho white people have men they send to Ottar,'a to
speak for thom but rye have no one" lf the Govern-
mont could underetand" all I feel sure they r¡ould
make our llfe eaeLer" And. now Great Chlef r¡e havs
muah that coul-d be said. but I oannot at this timê,
Tbe buffaLo and. deer are gone and. our people wili.
eoon bÊ hard to find but whlle we are stiü here I
would. aek the Governne¡rt not to forget their troaty

I

I

I
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to send. out some honost rnen
troubles and let us explain
the Groat Splrit live ( slo)
w111 be d.one, I

to enquire into our
then, And then ae
I trust justíce

Politioal obllvion was a faot nuoh to the detrínont of tbe Ind.ians,

.as the old. generation d.1ed. off or its survivors d.reamod.

of the old. d.ays and. the new' generation was born lnto the welfaro

stateu the fuiure of tho Indians of the Canadian Northøest j-ndeed.

Looked bleak at the turn of the century, The only hope seemed. to

be in agriculture in whioh a nlnority of rnd.lans were engaged. oæ

in Leaving the reaerve for outsíde pernanent employnent, Thên

the lnd.lviil,uaL was no tronger ar¡ rndiann IIe took on the fmage of,

the white man and. embraced. a ÞhÍgherffi olvilLzatfOn * thereln ?Í&s

eupposed. to Låo lrùe suoeesse

trndlrn Affalrs Doounentse BlLok sorieee star Blanketuchief of tho cree band.u spoaking to rthtEreat Hhfte Ghlefq
(presumebly the Governor Cenerai)e und.atecl, pu^AuCn
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30 Victoria. Scs¡ional PrLpcrs (I'Io, C.) .¿L, lö/O.

t['l¡¡' (!¡1'1,¡-¡ rrlrilrr lrrt:trlr,rlì.tt'lll,,i'' ¡rlirr<'i¡rlrl <')lirrf'" fr,lrrrl Voicrl," fu¡,1 lr r¡ru¡rt{rrôf
Srrrlt,r:rrrx tìrllrrrvcil, rvitlr¡rr(, thoir clrir'lì (l,rtlri. 1l'l¡tr (.iorrr¡¡tis¡ir¡¡rcr'¡, iurvir¡:¡ ,j,.n',:.-i
tlr¡rt it, rr':rs tltsir'¡rlrltr Ll¡:rL tlttrt'rr ¡lr,rrtl,l l,o o¡tl.)'otrtr H¡rr,';rl<,rt',,n l,,rl¡lill'rrl tl,,i'(i,,,,,,,ìl
si¡¡to¡'s, r.r'r¡rrersttli tì¡o (¡\vitìrl Lrl l¡t-Ì- J¡t'rrt'iouH t;.'(l)r'r'iltìt'rl nilìr tl¡l J¡lrlilrr¡ 'Iril;e. :ru,t
uì.\' ùfÌi('iil¡ jrositi,trt ¡l:r 

-ìriotlt{)lìltrlL (ìot'ct'¡tr¡t' t¡f llrrr N,rr'l,l¡ \VoxL'J'6t't'itrrt'ics, t, ,,,,,1.,J
t¡rlio thr'tlui,i', rr'ìriclr I :r(¡'trotl t<l ,[rl. ,{,ccrlrrlirlllJ.¡, I folrl l}ro Il¡rlilnx tl,ô 9.¡,ìncinr
orrr corrlìrrrI irntl iruuittxl tlr(ìrìì tr) l)r(lrott[.1o tt¡ tlttrilclrittliilLl¡rl.llolrrlrnclt, ,,],o,, I \'oi.,u:i
si,¡rtÑ tl.r:ri tlrt'¡'tt'trl.tr ltdt, )of, t'rrvl¡' :trtrl ¡ulictl Iìr¡'lt tltrl;r.1' till lrc-xt rlrrJ'r Lr.¡ u'l¡ich rrìo
:¡¡'jh(rnlOr¡,

()n lìrtr 0iìr, {ìrur Jrrrlirr¡r soltlir'¡'s rr'(rt'rr ¡i:n( to tlro (-krl¡rrrris¡i,lrt--¡.¡ to tsli fi,r trço
{lrr-. tl.ltr\', I'rrl rvc ¡¡¡rlir l tll:tL. rçlrr¡lt {}¡1r¡'tnct rrs irr (rr'rnlìllrrrrt,rr tlrtr,y ,,orrl,l ¡,r.,,1.r
Itrì.)' r'(ì$ì()¡i¡rlrl¡ ¡'lrqtttrsL, lrrrl tlrlrl, rvrt 0.t¡ttttltrtrl lhtl¡¡r t¡r ¡T¡dc1. r¡Fr rrrr ü¡11',ic,l o¡r tirL r,¡*.t-ious rìrr¡., rrlrrl iìrltìrot'tìr;tt tl¡tr fltttrltoltt¡-r lrrrrl r¡t¡! (:{.}n(ll¡cl(nl t}le¡nsclvoq witl¡ n¡rí,,-
ì'o{l){\rl. ltr.tìrtt. ()otr¡r¡lisriio¡lr)l'É, ¡ld l'(ri)t'o¡()lrl¡tt.ivtr¡.of'tlr<¡ ()r'own, L* ll¡cj¡' ¡,,.1,,aii,"icl¡iof'(\,t{ri lr:ul It,rl' ¡uut, lrH. li}r'orttrtltlll',. Irol.l¡ tlro (jl'r,r:s :r¡rrl lirrr¡ltoru¡x rn(\ù rF. \çirl,
tllail r,lrirlf", rvlrr'n I rtilrlt'o*r,ul t,lrcrrt, ri'l.rc.y tr:¡litxl t.iln<r l.<¡tlclilttl¡'rrto ¡ir¡rl rç0,,¡,¡*,i,,i.J
tl¡o l ltlr ¡r t. l0 o't:locli 1ìrl' ülro ¡)('NL (r()lrl'c¡'crlco.

'.1'lr,r ( lt'ot:¡r tlr;lr lcf-t, tho t¡rllI r;utlciotrly, tt¡trlur (ì()rrf{t.r':ril¡t of tho In<lilrn ¡t,ld i c¡¡,
u ho corrr¡,rtrllrlrl tho trhitll's to go.('()tìì1,)rrll(ll tlì() (llìt()¡8 lo llo.

Or¡ tlro lith rvo Font l! brrglol rr)un(i lÆ rìrirnr¡)r)r¡ t.ìro l¡¡li¿,,, to tl¡o appoi¡l(irl

I

I

I

cotforrìt¡co, but tlr*1'<lid rrut txtt¡to.
fnst'::xl tìlo [j:n¡11¡r*u-\ fi¡rnt rvo¡rl t,h¡ri, t,llt-..y r,o¡¡lrl u()L roocL rui cx(:ctìt in tlr.ir

owû sol(lioì'rl tr:rrt, tlixt:rrrt otx)ut r¡ nliL¡ irur¡r thc 'lf iliti:r crrc,+rnprnr:rrt, b;t;;;:;,il.ìi
to do so.

Tl¡c¡ Cloer \qorc roariy trr.prttoocrl Lo tho,Ír¡u'cilrLle, .bub woro pl'cvor¡t,ùl ì)r' tho
Ssultclrus, ¿r, ñecliorì of lvhonr tiispllr.yori r¡ tulbulcrit tlispouilion tnrl çç¡'¡ rrun)ùr:ic.¡rlìy
{Jro stron¡¡ust, p.1rly. \Vo r¡onL our ilt[t-rrpt'eior Chlrrlr¡rilrl[], t Croo Inrlian, rviro rr;i,
o.luor[url rrt Sl. Joirn'¡ Oollogo lloro, nttd who i¡r lL c:r,tcclrisù ol' tho Cliulch ol Iirr¿¡llrnrl,
to Loìl tl¡¡.r I¡rrli:t¡it¡ th:lb.tlroy ¡rtt¡r¡i; rntiuù us tul lgltto,l rr¡ron.

Irt tÐurtor¡tttlnco, tIÌ)ou! tÌlt¡¡' o't:lo<:l< irr tlio :rft.criroo¡r, tlrc Ol'ocs lc<l br. ,'J¡,.,ì
Voiott," .trrtl¡lo lo- lìro <r¡nfolonr-r), l)uü t)lo S:¡ullc;rr¡x ko¡ll, :r¡'li;, tlrOrrgir,¿ lll¡lilrcr ryt,r,
H{nI to lro¡lr :r.t¡tl i'ol)ot't. OIr l.'r:lrril.l'r)f Lìro Co¡n¡ni"iiorrcru, I tlrcn c.\])liri¡0d 1,o t¡0
'Ort¡os t,ìro <ri¡r:l of ottr nritrsiott :rnrl ntlulc our Jrr6¡torals jì>r'¿¡ tl'r'clr[y, bui ¡s llr,:¡' u'cro
I¡oI rcil(Ì) to"rcply, ì'o Íìsli(Íì ûlronr to r<¡trrr'¡'¡'tr¡ il¡<:i¡ tcnl¡l rrnri lnócl t¡¡j lìcxû rl;]'.

Ort tiro lllt')r tllo C¡'oüs:rilrl. .Siltil Lo¡Lux ¡it:nt lbur r'¡rtln Ji'r¡rn thc sr¡ltlir¡rr tor¡t r,r
.c-ou¡tLìil,-rvlricìr thcy lrl.l olgrirriztxl, l,o lxÌi 1)rlrl tlro cncrrrnlinrcnL of tho À[iiitilr ¡¡r¡,1

l,ho conltrl'.:n(rtr ttrlttfi sìrr¡ulc[ Lrtl l'clnor¡tx-l half rvn;', ton'lLrtls LIioir crrc:rmpnrcrrt.
Jtt cl;tscqrtcíìco, rvc loqrrcr[ctl Lt.-Col. Smitl¡ {¡ p¡'o('rx}{i Lo lì¡o ]rìtlian crìc¡r¡rtÞ

'ììtotì[ âlìJ ¡¡¡,{iull.tìirt tlto n'ro*lting ot' tl¡i¡ dtrntonrl, tul)rolizing ìtirn, if noce.r,,r1', i,,
nÌr'î¡rr{c ftri' ihc^liitclring of tìo co¡tf'crronco tcut ncl¡r'cl' tho Iùclilrns, if that r';ould'gir.o
th<rnr tn1- ¡'litisiìrr:t ion.

lJo r')lrot'lc\1, o¡l lìiB rct.lrrn, tll¡rt, thcr fncii;rn¡,-rvi¡l¡cxì tlrr¡ ì[ilitilr t¡) ontrl¡nrl, rliti,
1,lrt'ur, rLrlil tlraI tiro¡'o11¡tnt.rtl t¡i ¡rtr:oL rt,+ lrrryr+'lrt:r'o orr tlrtl -lh¡ct.\'o oi'l-lro llrrtJr,,irr ll¡¡
(1,,r¡r l'rnr t', lts t ìic¡' nlitl tLrc¡' urrr lrl rrt.¡ü ¡Ì)cirl( Iì'(rcl,)' l llol'c.

ìltl rcíìlsctl ¡¡) t'Lìnloi'o t.lro )lilitilr otnìJ), rH it wr¡s lr vt:r¡'tltlriritlrlc lrllrcer rçlrr,rr,it
)rltrl l;t't-r¡t ¡rìltt't'rl, br¡t tvitlr ülro llss0ttl ot'llro I¡lrliirns solr.i'tr.,rl:r lil)()t.'¡r,lioil¡ir¡Ii ti,o
Ilc,rt)t'r',¡ ltttrl ¡tt tr ntrit;tlllorliskr¡rco f'¡'rr¡n tlro l¡¡rliil¡t tcuts. or¡'rvlririh t.ìrtr'r,r,rrlui.'r,,"
tottI tçrrs t,o lro tl:ril¡'tr¡'(rct.uilr lrr¡t, to lro ¡'tl¡rtovr¡tl l¡i't.ol t.l¡rr co¡rt'ol,t\¡ìc.c.ì tllosotl,

\Yo tlrct¡ r,ttt¡trltt¡nc.tl tllo lrrrlilu¡s t,o ¡rrct¡û uH ¡tL l o'rrior:l<, rvl¡it:h tl¡oy tiitl ¡¡t ll,c
,tr¡r¡rr'ri rrioi I ¡ rlltl'1r.

-'\l't ot'tho 1ìr;'rrl:tl llnnri ¡il¡rrkilrg, rr'lritlr cct'0rìtorì.)' 1.lr<r.¡'r'o¡rr:rrt. trl tlro lrt,¡lirrrri;.¡
íùrì(l (11(ìf () ()l'ovt)¡'.)' itrtot'viotv, tlro Ur)llurri¡si(rncr'¡; srrlìr¡¡iLtrrìi f.lrLir t¡r.nr¡ Jìlr ri tr.rt¡tt'.
whi¡'ir rvtrl'o ilr c;l'ccl sirnil¡ir' Io tht¡so g'rlrrttxl ¡rù tìrr¡ N<¡r'l.lr \\'csl r\rrglo, c.xco¡rI tlrii
t)ro tuorto¡'l)r'csc¡ìl olìblod ùirs oig-hb tlollrrr'¡l ¡cl hoarl, iugtcud of fiyolvo dr,ljlr¡ a.
LUul'O,

.l'lro Intlilr¡lu tlocìinod, L<.rwovor, to trrlli rrbouû tl¡oso prol)os¡rls, lis th(ì\'s;¡i,l rl,cn,
\rluj eo¡,r-ictl¡ing in tho wa.y. T.lioy ob¡octod ùo tho ltcsô¡vô Lovíng boon r',urvu¡nJ
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lìrl llro lIrr,l*,¡tr ìì;r,\' C()lììl):tll-\',1vi[]¡rrtt(, tlr'rit' lìr'¡L lrlrvirr¡.1 l)r\1]ll c(]llrlll{':tl' lltt'l ¡'l¡ti¡¡tt"l

,l.ai'ii,.'.ù:ìt)rl.rl(lil it:ri,l t.rt(1,.',.'.,¡rrl,:r¡¡.1'¡lt,,ttl,l lrtr ¡':rirl l'1. l,)trr¡rt' 'l'Jrtr;';rìrrt rrlrinltrvt

ì,,'ììr,..'.',t,i,,,:ri,". t'r:r,lirr,¡ itt flrtt 'll,'r'tìl()l'1" ('\('t'lìt't'ttì,t'ltt {irt'it'i"r:ll' rl'lrrl (ir'¡¡¡l¡¡irr-

;::,;,';,.'ì...;i,-.,i t,r,.,,irrì'l-r-rritlr tlr,'ir.,i,'nr,r,,,li., tt,r,I t'r1,ìrtitrtr,ì lo []¡r'rrt lr,rv lJ¡o

,'.,',r',',,,,' )r:r.l l,r't'.tt¡t., l',iilft",i l. tl¡o .lì('r1(:l'rtr itì t¡ttor-ti.tl, lttrrl '{l'rr t¡ltlt¡l'(t 
'l' 

tl¡o

.r,:.,1*";i,.,,,ì','r1,,¡i li¡r,i ¡:¡.u11..,1 ir tlrr, ¡)ir).¡rerrt l,J'(iit'(lor(r¡'¡r¡¡r('rrt oÍ lilt¡¡:l,lr¡ ol'11¡o

.Uìr)rl.(¡(ll'..l'l:t, t,.,:rtr,r.,rìcùr :ì,i-ìiìul'¡ì\'rl l,r Jltrrrrlir,l- lìro l.lllr on rçìriclr,llt.t'.1ìrn (,r'¡¡¡¡¡¡¡i¡¡'riotrrrr'l

",:,,;,i,,i.t 
¡¡,.n1¡. l,,rl tìrì, (:r',ro r'ìrir.t"'l,,rrirl Voir'u" lt¡lic.l firl'ntr'rlìrcl rlrt)'-{'i.t'r¡¡¡si,rlt'r

ì.';;.,.ìì ir,,. ¡r¡,,1 * t'.rrf ó " ..,¡ ,, Jlr,t'¡¡¡¡.\. " tho ,\;rrrllr';rttx t:lrioll. l'r'o_¡r¡ lùrlt, lÌt'll¡', rrr;llrrl
ir'f,,,iì.."i.',f¡.i(lr,:rtlri¡,¡u'rr¡rì:rt.c,''l'irt.,r',1,'truttt,lrrrl,tlr:rüIlrrt.(l,rlrr¡r;itr,1'-lr',,'¡i,l.t'rtlJ'
¡,1;¡ll,rrr.r'.1 ttr l¡.:r,lr,:tt. tl¡r.i¡.{)\\jlt lrt)st:r, ll'rl tr)L trl ¡r'lrrl (rlll, {¡:Irlt\l:r jlrl¡r flrrr'¡1'¡'¡'¡i,r/

-ul,it.ir 
\\':rs (ìl'r'rìtt¡'Ì.1ì ¡'rrlì¡sr',1, it l','i,',¡ ox¡rllritrr'tl lo llrrrtl¡ lll;rl' ¡rll llr'¡')i:r.ir"r.l)''¡l'

,,,1,;,.,:i- ìr:irl t.r¡rrrrl r.i:11,t ,rl't¡¡r,liir(. '['i,ii (1,¡lirrrrir¡'irrttll'¡, ¡]¡1r¡¡ ¡¡;1¡'r;rr'l .lr¡ ¡;¡':rrrl.:t li¡¡lrl

i.i,1ri,.r' :rrr,rllr't.r..1,,¡:, lìr,. lì¡r.ll¡c¡.'t,o¡rsi,l,r¡'ll,io¡r. Up to tlril i)ot'i(xl Llro llrlsiLion rrrø
yLr¡'\' tt tl:|r ( i s l':tC t, ll't-.'"'t1iì,. 

tlr.e..n rr.irc Iìrr¡¡r (hc lìr.,.t. r'cetì.1' to {,r'clrl., 
^¡¡s 

1\'c1'() Ùlro .S:rrlllcrrltx fio¡¡t If¿¡rl

l\,llv, l,rrr tJrr' S:rr¡ltç¡rr¡x pl'(lro tJrr'.\¡tpollo Di¡tlitìt 'tvcl'o noL <lisllorrt'tl üo <io ¡o antf

att,'iir¡'tcrl trr ('r)ot'('t\ tltt' rrlltrrt' ltt,li:tlr¡.*" :li¡,)'ltc¡rl llrt, t.lricl\,, [¡rr¡,1 \roitro" ¡\¡¡tl t'Col¡d " urìrlol't:lr)rrr].¡t¡l'r'lril]lrllt't:, tlro¡
t".irrg..iilror.l,rr¡¡lirrttl t9 llrtlir'l()¡ltH ()f olrro rv¡tLt:llctl l,¡,"r¡ol,litrt's," ¿rt¡'l tlrt'c;rto¡lc¡l if
tl.¡.ti ¡ìr,'trlrl ììì't!i,(' lÌll)' ovcl'tltl'('s to l¡s.

",['¡rr S¡rrritr',r,rs rri¡ L rlrlrçl¡ [lrtl f tl¡r(. r.rvt.rr llro lrctrrl (rl' o¡ttr of [)ro Ol'co t.tllit:f¡ nnd

o.n,li¡ct.rl tìrt'¡rsclvos itr ¡rrclr tL ììì¡lì¡ìùt', tl¡;rl " I,r¡r¡tl Yriict:-" |r¡r¡rlirl'l to tlro Clom'

ur:.{{ionùì.s fìrr. ¡rt.rrtoctiorr, trrrl t,lro Clct:s lrttt'clrttrr<lrì lilliçcts ftlr<i nfltltrrl tl¡cl)ìs(:lvoÉi'
'fiic Sliirìtrl¡ux, o¡o ti:r¡'tçc¡tl tlrc l.:itgtI of_ ¡rl;t<'i.rr¡¡ ¡ix.(rr;rrlr,ìicrlx,";tllrtt:tl u'ith

ri11.r*ì¡lrì rcvol..rl,c, irr tlrti colìfo¡'olco trr¡lt, to iritinlirl¡rto tlro trLl¡cr jtÚli;rrts, j:.lttit
liii.tr.t,,* ¡ri.ç¡r¡rtl't. cùr¡¡ìtor.n(:tcd [). i,1..(i,rlonol Srnitlr, crrllirrg i¡r ¡ix of' t'lrc ]filitia.
mtr¡ rvlro rï'trr.o 'srriiioucti in tlro tr¡irL, In tlris cotttrcctiott, I-lnt¡:,t lll;o.tlrc ()pport-

irif¡- uf' rrttrtirrg tlr:rt tho l.crsults, plovorl t.lrr¡ u'istlo¡rr of tho colll'so tt¡kc:r. b1' tho

üint,nis*ionc¡'s'ìn obt:¡iuirrg tlro oscort o{'tlro }Íililiri, rru [hoir 1)rcsolìco oxol'tc(l groat
ro.,,i irrn"":rct, uutl I l'ii ¡'or'*urrrlctl, ¡rlcvcntctl tl¡o,jctlorriios lr:¡tl nncio¡rl fou<l

lætrr..en tlrr_r Clrccrr tr¡rrl Sur¡ltólrux trrrlntirr:rt.iDg il) ÂCt,e rll_'r'iolt:¡lcC. 
.

l.hcconrluct oltho wltolo fìrrcorva¡ cxccliónt lind, Ìyirothoro¡r t,hclllÍll'clì or in tl¡o
glc.$mnmrr¡ìL grorrtr<1. tho!'c<¡ntlrrctorl thonrsclvo$ i¡ì o Ino$t cl'cdit11lllo tn:rnncr.- - 

Il.1st,,nin[, lr,,rrótcr',"nry nalr':rtivc, o¡r tlìo 1l-rlìr of Sopto¡nbô¡', tLc Cc¡rnruiusionors

¡,lJsin rncl, tl¡qItr'li:r¡ts ll 1l o'clcrt:lt in tlrc fo¡'ouoolt.-" 
Thr Cr.àcs l,ltl, ilr tlro intorvrtl, dcr:idctl to tro:tI with ua i¡¡rl..psli{]cnilJ', ¡ìnd.¿ho

Slrltcnux, fìlidiug ihi", canro to I sirnilur'(,olìcluHion, .¿\.flor'. rl pfot,rnclcLl inlorvicw,
tJ¡o lrrrli;rns +*lici('to bó A¡.autc<l tho sanlo tcrnrs as rvcro ¡¡iyon ¿ü l,ho ìío¡'l,ll Wc¡¡t
.rnglc. 'Ilrtl Conr¡ni¡sioÑcr.r tooli tiuro to considor rurd niljorrtnotl tiro confor0Dcot
until 3 o'cloeli. '

f n tlro rntc:.rnl, tl¡o Crintmissiorrors, lroin¡; pelsrr:rrlc,l tltr¡l r t¡'cxty couiti noå

o:ì,orr+'i¡c llc r¡r:ulc, tÍc[c¡'urir,orl o¡1 :r(rccr,lirìg t,i-tli.r t'ot¡troHù of Ilrt: I-ntlil¡1.s.

'l'hc Irrrlilrrr", úrtvi¡g ¡lAllitl ¡¡l(rL tllo otr¡tl¡rti*qit¡¡rirrs ilt tlro al'toutoolt' pt'or;ontrxl
rJ¡r.ir chit'il* to tlic.rn, rvlir¡n'tlro-t' ¡¡tlic,l to l,o i¡rlì¡¡'nrctl, l'lttt1, tlro. tr¡t tlls gt'ltttIcr.l 1!ü tlìo
]iortlr \\"rrst. .,\rrglo isor.o. ,I'lrrr*o rvolo frrlly rrntl crlrofully ctxpllin'.'d to tlrcrl,.l'rtt lrftor
å rrylr¡còt rlrlt,:iìl tlro Irrrli¡r¡rx r>rvr:rl to t,llti lírulson Jìrr¡; Crrìrr¡r:rrr.¡' slrorrltl, lro rvi¡od
orrt ¡rnd ¡ l.ef rr*:¡l ol'tl¡o Otll¡r¡nissir>no¡'rt to ontor'tlin tìloir tlc¡n:rttrls, tllcJ' Llìr'l¡l rLriiL'ii

ili:¡L tlre.r' :il¡ot¡ltl bo ¡rnitl fríìco¡¡ tloll¡rl's l)or íìr't¡ìllln pct'lloild, rvliir'h rvlts rcl'rtP,:tl, nnd
tàoy rscir. i¡rftr¡.motl'tlr:rt tl¡o proliosÍ¡ls ôf t¡o Commissionold ìr0¡'o linsl, aDd coukl
uot I'o cl¡:rn.g, tl.

Tho t:hicÍ'- tlron ngldod trt ncc.opl tllo tt-.r'¡¡ls oll'orcrl r¡nd üo.8iqn tho {rclly, Ilavinq
rint¡r¡licrl tlr¡¡t, tlro l¡ir'lf-lrr.r,crlx ¡lroirl<i þ,,r alloryorl ùo hurrl,, nrtti h:tvirlg I¡co¡¡ ¡¡"s,+ttrtxJ

l,l¡nt tho rxr;ruirrtio¡¡ iu tl¡o Nort[ 1\t,¡¡t rvor¡lrl bo ür'o¡rtctl firirly nrrtl .lllrl¡)', [ìro Lro:rÈ¡

wa.,,ii¡¡råtl'by tl¡o Cr¡nr¡nissiouora ond tho ohiofe, hnving l-roon ûr.rlü fully or¡ltinul o
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droor by tho inlnrproùor.
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,'\r'r lurgorn,.nt.q \v0r'o t,lro¡r nlltrlo t() (:or)lu¡cin{'o lJrt.r ¡rtr.ylnonl¡ lir¡rl rli¡Lrilrution 6f
ll¡¡r ¡r¡'¡rr¡¡¡ls llrrr lrcs(.r1rt.1.,:r rlrrt,.;' rt'lrittl¡ ry¡t,.1 (lis(1lrtu'l{orl Ly .}fr'. Cl¡l'il;Li¿l ur¡rl ìfr.
I)irriiit.:-orr, l'r'ir-;¡ir'l Strct'0trtt'y r¡l'tìltr llt¡trrl¡'ltlrltr llr'. f¡:ri¡rl.

I irri'rì'¡rì'rlì'rr¡ to lìri'lrr ¡ur ;r¡r¡lt'rrrli.x t¡r t,ìri* rlc,,Ilrl<rlr, :r ro¡rolL ln¡¡r'lirxl " A" ítr,dr'lì" rlNtcrì(lt'rl'lì'orrr lrotos l,:rlitiri irr ¡rlro¡'(, lurrrrl, iry If¡'. J.¡ir:l<icsr)r), ()l' tl¡o vuri,ro¡
'q¡¡¡ft.¡'lrrrccn ll.ìtrl r)t'tllrr r¡ll.n¡'tr.rrt:os r¡l (,lro (,',r¡nurìssìr¡l¡o¡'s lrnr.l t,l¡0 .l ¡trli¡urg,

It is oln'iotis llr¡iL ¡ttt:lr ir I'(ì('r)¡'(l rvill ¡rt'ovo vrtlultlrltr, lul iI ol¡:rl¡ìo¡ lLrr.y nrí.1rrn,jg¡-
Âtruì(liui olr llr(ì ì)r¡r't,()t' l,lru Irrrlirrrrs, ¡rs to rvlrrr{, rvrr¡r s:rirl rlLtlro <ro¡iftt¡'o¡¡<:g, lr¡ lro cor-
¡orìtr'(i,:tn(l it, rìlr)¡'co\'ol'r rvill rrlr:rlrltr tlrr.r(,llr¡nt:il lrtrt.{,c:¡'lo lr¡llrlccirrto 1.1¡o clrrrt'âr,rtcr of
tl¡o tliiÌirrr¡ltitrs ll¡:tI lrlvo to l)o or('r]utìtct'ctl itr rrc;¡ol,ilrl,il¡g rvill¡ tl¡o Jn¿litr¡rg.

t)rr (lro lTtlr i lrrft, lirr lfo¡'l lrìllir:tr, itr cotnllrtny rvillr trl¡'. Irr,ilrl, l\fr'. (,ilrrix1.jo and'lf r, l)it'l¡icso¡i l'rt¡rtÍritriu,1¡ [rl t:outPlclo tlro ¡'rrr.i'tri:rrtx, rvlric]r wcl'o Hlrtinfnctrrrill' rlis-
lloserl trl'.

Iiríirlu lt,'nvirrg, t.ìrc¡ (llriurli rí Tir)r¡tl Voit'o " llrtl Oolló
gù)(l wisitcs, lìn(l to lLslut'r) us tl¡trl thtr)¡ ryorrlr.l tcl<tì¡
lrol¡t \-.

tr;tllcrl r¡lt tt¡r 1.1¡ 1t,r,,lr¡r t)¡t,ir
Llrcir ¡rr-ro¡iÌo io rt'sJrocl, 1l¡o

1jlìrtl Conrnrissirintls ¡'c(,civ(ìrì¿)vLìr'), ¿rssistiwì(ro in l,lloi¡' l)r)1vcr l'l'om ]L', )f r:l)rrnald
of Ilr¡r't. llllicc, in (11ìill'..,j(ì ot'ùlro II'rr'lso¡r lì¡t.r' (.lorììl-);uì.y I)islrir,L of'Srvlul Jlir.o¡', lr¡¡.,1 fì'om
]ft'. llc'i¡trtrt, itt {:lutr'.qo ot' tho ()u';\p¡l.llltl ì)osl,-l ;rlr;o ¡ulr,l, tlrlr[ í.lro ]f :rlf-Jlrcr-<j
po¡rullrtirltr \vc¡'c I lrclicvo qurror':tlly il,:¡i¡trt¡..r ol' stlcing tlro tlelty coltclurlcd ¡¡ntl
ust¡ri t.lrc irrílr¡c¡rco ol'tl¡ci¡'<:or¡rrocl,iort rvitìr tllo llttliln¡l in its f¡rvor.
. l ftrrrv:tt'il ìu rLrtof.ìrcl rìe*P:t{.r.:ll r! c.()})J, <lf tn ¡rr,lrllor¡s I ¡'r:r:oivorÌ f¡'onr llro }[otio,
togot.lrcr u'it h rn.1' rc¡rl.y thoroto.
, 'l'ltct trcilt)'-\\'¡iB_t:tì<_ln clrrrrqo ot'by tlrc.Ìfonolrtlr[t: ][r'. frllilcl, ¿lrd rvill iro by hirn

pìrcccl o¡t t'cr:or',1 irr lri* I)c¡r:n'tnlonû ¡Lrirl r.ulrnril(crl to C,r¡urrrjl firr.¡pil¡'<.,vlrl,
J c¡rcl,lst¡ hclcrvi t,h, horrovor, a, lir.irrt,crl col)y of it, lu:u'lcctl ,t ö," l,o t(lcoml)nuy

tiris tltr,,¡rlrtclt.

, 
tllr9 str¡rilctricnLuy tloety nrrvlo rrt l,'r¡l'ù Iìllico rviìl form tho sul;joct of rr¡¡rlrhor

q06D:ìLClì.

ì

l
I

ìli
li.

.t

I

Tlns[itig that tho cffo¡'ls of tìro C,rtntnissioncr¡r to ¡¡cou¡'o ¡r riÍ]tírfactory
undo¡ti.:l.ilrliriii'rv.i¡li tho Wostorn Inclian¡ rvill lrrsuìt i¡r l,cnoli'r, io tiro lat:o, a<.lvantagï
to tho I)orninion, o¡td moot tho,np¡;r'oval.of tho P¡'ivy.Council,

I huvo tho honol' lo bc, Sir';
.. Youl' oi:rcdiont srJrvant,

Ä ]JDxi.ìi Dltlt )Ionll I.q,
Lieut.-Gou.,LY. W. T-
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"&ppendix VIIÏ

D'ISSORIPTTON ÀND PI]ÀïIÌì O¡' CAIIT¡.IIJ JI"{DIÀN RtrSLT¿TES

IN THE PITOVINCE OF ì!i,ANT1'.O]]éIryD TIM NOIìTHI'IESL T'FRRTT-ORTTìSg 1889"

Solocted. StatÍstics"

Nano of Reserve Yoar
and Chíof" -- S-urr,:eYed- Àr,ea

I.lay-rvay soe 7B't7
Cappo

Tho Gambl"er 1BB3

Gabriel Coté 1B??

The Koy 1883

Kee-see-kooso 1BB3

Pheasantrs RumP 1BB1

Ocean lltan lBBl

lfhite Sear 1BB7

Kalcesheway and. 1BB1
Chacaohese

Kakeewísiahaw 1BB1

Kakeetristaha¡rr 1BB4

Cowessess 1BB1

Little Bono 1BB4

Saklmay 1BB1
(t'tosquito )

Sheesheep 1BB4

Pie-a*pot 1885

Jaclc or gThe Man 1BB5
T'Iho look The 0oat

Stand.ing Bu1L 1BB1

Pasquau 1876

T,iuscowpetung 188L

Peo-pe-ke-sís 1BB0-BT

Okanesse 1BB0

Star BLanket 1BB0

ti-ttLe SLaok i.BB0-84
Beaæ

39 sq." mÍles

fleservs
No" 

-
62

63

64

65

66

6B

69

1o

7L

72

72Ã

?3

73¿

74

"T4A

75

76

7B

79

BO

B1

82

B3

B4

30 sq" miles

J6.þ sq" miles

38'sq. milos

28"6 sq' miles

no stat
3? eq" miles

45 sq. ¡niLes

82"6 sq. milos

T3 sq, miles
p6 acres

?B sq, milos

10.p sq' rriles
33"88 sq. miles

1,6 sq. miLos

no statistics
?3'2 sq' milos

J"6 sq. miles
60,2 sq" ruilos

)B,B sq" nil-es

41"6 sq, miles

2?"36 sq" miles

21.1 sq" miles

{6"1 sq, mlles

Number of
famiLies 1n bantl-

-

^/¿o

M
,o

42

istios
26

24

ÞY

/1O

no statistics
?0

10

32

OJ

o)

5o

79

44

31

21

23

29



Reserve
No.æ
HF

öþ

8?

BB

89

9o

94

Nams of llossrvo
ancl Chiof ,-

i,iuskol¡-ol:r'¡un

Goorge Gord-on

Day Star

Karr'akatoose
(The Poor t'ian)

TelLor'¡ Quill
Part of lellow
QuillEs Sand

Whlte CaP

IUCL¡

SurvoYed

TÕO4

tÕoJ
tÊ.zA¿q, le

18?6

1BB1

1BB1

1BB8

-Aroa,

36 sq. miles

{B sq" nriles

2{ sq" railes

{2"1 sq" n¡iles

34'l sq" milos

16.6 sq" miles

2o3 se. srilos

Numbor of
fqlnilíes ån -ba34

44

22

27

57

statistios

?2
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