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Caesar-worship in its relation to the Apocalypse.

L. The Two Kingdoms.

Whether the authorship of St.John is admitted or not, the fact
that the Apocalypse is the product of a Hebrew mind is accepted by
all critics. The writer evidently believed in a personal God,

creator and sustalner of the universe,and in a personal power of

evil.He could hold this belief ‘without being open to the charge of
Persian dualism; for if human wills can rebel against the One who
creqted.them and by whose power alone they energize,so, surely,could
a spiritual being rebel against his ®wreator aﬁd sustainer, and tempt

mankind to accept his dominion. (1)

It seems reasonable to the writer, that any aftempt to interpret
the message of the Apocalypse must assume the truth of those ideas
which are the ground of the whole work,and so in this thesis the
belief in a personal power of evil is accepted.

The seer hag clearly in mind two kingdoms, the Kingdom of God,
and the Kingdom of Satan,and in order to understand Caesar=-worship
in its relation to the Apocalypse we must get a clear realigation of
the existence of these two Kingdoms, with the inevitalhle conflict
between them - the true Kingdom of Gdd,and the rebel Kingdom of Satan;
for Caesar-worship is~the‘culminating and orownihg act of rebellion;
it is_the quintessence of sin. In the Apocalypse the wrath of God is
revealed against thei monstrous blasphemy.

(a) Th¢ Kingdom of Satan. |

It is important that we should have a clear idea as to what
was in all probability the belief of the writer of the Apocalypse as
to the K:ngdom of Satan and the Kingdom of God. We have little
hesitation in saying that the seer believed that the Prince of Evil

inveigled our first parents inot disloyélty to their rightful Lord
(1) Ts. 54vié6




(20 |

and thus geined a foothold for his rude on earth. That Kingéom grew

and developed to such an eéxtent that Satan having shewn Jeéus all the
Kingdoms of the world and the glory of them was able to say, |
170 thee will I give all this authority, and the glory of them, for #t
hath been delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it.If

thou therefore wilt worship befére me , it shall be thine'. (1). A
glimpse is here given of the majesty of Satan when it could be thought
possible that Jesus Christ coulé even be tempted to worship him. And
the author knew full well the Devil's malignant power, for the awful |
struzgle between the two waged with ever increasing fury, cost nothing
less than the life of the Son of God,and victory was snatched only
from the grave, Satan was 'The Prince of this | orld' (2) 4nd that
world was united under one supreme visible head at the very time that
Christ ceme to establish His Kingdom. The Kyngdom of evil was not

oniy in the heavenly plaoes,'(3) but organized in visible form on earth
'The ooiﬁcidence of the establishment of the Roman Empire with the
rise of Christianity has zlways attracted the attention &f modefn
historians' (4)

(b) The Kjngdom of God.

We may be sure that Sti John also believed that in spite of the
apparent universal sway of Satan, God was never left entirely without wWitness
in the hearts of all there was the dim consciousnéés that they were
citizens of a better country, and subjects of a nobler Lord. The Holy
Spirit of God worked ceaselessly preparing the wapy for the establishment_
anew of the K?ngdom of God upon earth. In the fulness if time Christ
came ,lived, died, rose agéin, established His K;ngddm upon earth and

returned to the Father,

(1) Lk. 4v6 s _
(2) Tn. 12v31 14v30 ;16v1l.
€3 Exgp 6vl12
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(3)
The message of the Gospel was essentlially the proclamation of a
Kingdom, 'a Klngdom of Heaven! ,'a Kingdom of God} 'a Klngdom of the
Son of Man', The expressiom 'Kingdom' occursigo less than one
hundred and nineteen passages in the New Teatament. (1) John the Baptist
and our LYrd himself preached 'R?pent ye:for the Kyngdom of Heaven is
at hend'. (2) Christ sent His discipleé to preach the Kingdom of God.
(3) The majority of His parables dealt with matters pertaining to the
Kingdom. He spoke of those who should believe on Him as 'Sons of the
Kingdonm'. (4) As a K*ng He died. During the forty days before'the
Agscention He spoke of 'the things pertaining to the Kingdom'.(5) Philip
‘preached in Samaria 'the Gospel of the Kingdom of God'.{6) st. Paul, |
in Furope,taught thatbthere was another King than Caesar,one Jesus, (7)
and in summing up his Work in Asia to the ¥phesian elders,he claims
that he went about among them preaching the Kingdom. (8) The final
verse in the #cts reveals him preachimg in Rome the fKingdoﬁ of God'g
‘In the midst of Satan's Empire the Kingdom of God was established and
from its inception suffered the onslaught of the powers of evil,
As we ha%e remarked before‘gt that same time that Christ inauguratei
His Kingdom the Roman rule was established on an Imperial basids
'A1l that was progressive in the %ld world was united under one
supreme head, at the time when the new faith was revealed, which should
bind the univerée together in a sovereign unity.'?eace,won, by arms,
ushered in Him who revealed the peace of 1life in God. S&¥ it was that
the only two powers which have élaimed»absolute dominion over mankind
appeared together.' (9) |
(1) Bdersheim, Vol I.p.270

Mt 3v2:4v17. §6§ Acts 8vl2

ILk. 9v2 7) “ets, L7v7

¥te 13v38 (8) Acts 20v25
CAets 1v3 {9) Vesteott,Ep.St.Jn.p.250




- (4)

II. The Confliect in History.

(a) Inevitability not at first realiged.

In the previous chapter two Kingdoms are in view, which by their
very nature musf e in perpetual antagonism. The battlegroun@vof the
opposing.forces is-thevworld, and the contestants, human beings organiﬁed
in definite visible systems. Those who were, or whose brmediate
successors were ,engaged in the struggle did not realige at first that
the conflict was inevitéblea

It seems certain that our Lord never adopted a hostile attitude
towards the Réman rule, (1) and even in 8t. Paul's day the faet was not'.
realized that two Eupires Werécabout to meet in mortal cémbat;the
Kingdom of God, represented by the Church, and the wofld power«represent-

ed by Rome. St. Paul writes of the revelation of the lawless one as

delayed by some restraining foree (2) - this was prabably the reigning - =

Emperor, In another epistle he urges his reafiers to be loyal to the

ruling vower, (3jand he would have CUaristians pray for kxings and all

tnet ere in nigh plaeces. (4) St. Peter reininforces St. Paul's appeal for

loyalty, (5) and St. Luke uses the title Sebastos (6) which he would
-~ certainly not have done, 1f the title had the same significance for him
ag it had for St.John later. |

' Nero oprened hostilities in A:D:64%initiating avpdlicy of persecution
which was not formally abandoned during the rest of the century. In
July of that year a fire broke out on the southern side of the Palatine
Hill which 1as£ed for three ot four days, and destroyed ten out of the
forteen wafds of the city, It has been a common belief that the fire
was kindled by the orders of Nero, who intended to rebuild the city with
special reference to hisg own fame.

(1) ¥k. 12v17 2

EQ% 2 Thgfs. 2v3 sq. gg
3) Rome A3v1=7..

1 Tim. 2v1,2
1 Pet. 2v13.
ficts, 25v21,25

fa




(5)

On the execitement caused by the great disaster he sought to allay -
suspicion by charging the Christians with the deed. The persecution that
followed wgs terrible in the extreme.

It is evident that Tacitus represents Nero as the real author of
the outrage.(l) Buetoniug says that the persecution tocdk the form of
a police measurembut in the first instance it was simply a device for
screening the Bmperor's own infamy. (2)

In this first pefsecution Christiang were punished ,not because

they acknowledged the Name, but because of alleged serious offences

fonnected with the Name. These offences were in the first place |
incendiariém, and secondly, hostility to civilized soclety,which implided _E
the practice of magic and tampering with the eﬁablished customs of %
soclety. But by the time of Pliny and Trajan itbis assumed that ;
Cﬁristianity is a crime in itself deserving of death. (3)

The horrors of the first persecution on the Roman Zhristians made

such a profound impression on the Churches throughout the Empire that the
fundamental antagonism between thé two systems was not thought of. The.
persecution seemed to be a wanton,wholly uncalled for, attack upon an
innoeent community, by a brutal, whimsical tyrant;lwhereas it was
inevitable that the new\seet should be persécuted. Any clear-sighted in
Emperor,no matter how kindly his disposition, would be bound to take
;measureé to suppress Christianity. :

Even if matters had not been brought to a head by Nero, that the
struggle was unavoidable would ultimately have been realized. The
confliet for existeneé was inevitable.

2) Suet. Nero, 16

3) Ramsay, The Bhurch in the Roman Empire
p024-2A 8Qo

'1§ Tac. Ann.l5.44




( 6)
’(b) Fundamental differences which made the confliet inevitable.

That the statement made in the closing sentence of the pfevious
chapter is amply Jjustified is clearly shewn by Dr. B.F.Westcott in
his essay on 'The Two Empires: The Church and the World' .(1) In that
essay, from which all the material in thsi chapter hag been taken,hé
says,that ! Christianity wag destined by its ve#ly nature not to save,
but to desgtroy the Empire'.(Z) Christians proclaimed a Kingdom of which
Christ was King. The Romans proclaimed an Empire of which Caesar was the
Emperor. Though the two Empires started together in the first century,
they had nothing in common except thelir point of departure and their
claim to ﬁﬁiversality.

'In principle, in mode of action, in sanctiqns, in scope, in
history, they offer an absgolute contrast. The Roman Empire was essentially
based on positive law; it was maintained by force; it appealed to
.outwardrwell-doing; it aimed at producing external co-operation or
conformity. The Christian Fmpire was no less essentially based on faitks
it was propagated and upheld by eonvietion;lt lifted the thoughts and
workings of men to that which was spiritual and eternal:It strove
towards the manifold exhibitionzof one common life. The history of the
Roman Empire is from the first the history of a decline and fall,checked
by many noble efforts and many wise counsels,but étill inevitable. The
history'ofjthe Christian Emgire is from'the first the history of a
victoribﬁs ﬁrogress, stayed and saddened by frequent falthlessness and
self-secking, but still certain and assured though never completed.' (3)

The confliet was inevitable beeause in the first place Christianity
is universal. This characteristic places it at once in opposition to

every form of polytheism, for that belief is distinctively national.

1) Westcott, The Ep. of 8t. John.p.250 sq.
2) ib. DP.250
3) ib. p0253
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Chapter VII.

V.10 gelvation unto our God.
The title 'Sgviocur was freely given by the cities
of Agia to the BEmperors. (1)
which sitteth upon the throne. See 1lv4;7v10,
and unto the Lamb. See 5v6;7v9.
v.1ll round about the throne. See 1v4.
and they fell before the throne on their faces,and
worshipped God,saying,Amen:Blessing,and glory,
and wisdom,and thanksgiving,and Lionour,and power,
and might,be unto our God for ever and ever.
See 1v4;4v10;5v12,13,14;5v6;7v9.,
Veld the great tribulation. |
There seems little doubt that the Seer refers to
the persecutiop waged with such savage ferocity by Nero and
revived under Domitian.The lartyrs are still arriving from the
scene of the conflict. (2)
the Lanmb. See 5v6;7v9.
velh Therefore are they before the throne of God....and
he that sitteth upon the throne. ©OSee 1v4,
and they serve him day and night in his temple.
The true worship deseribed.
' ¥.17  The Lamb which is in the midst of the throne.
See 1v4;5v6;7v9,
And God shall wipe away every tear from their eyes.
See 21v4.,
Chapter VIITI.

Ve3 before the throne. See 1v4,

§13 Ramsay,Bearing of Recent Biscovery,Chapter 15.
(2) Charles,VolI,p.213.
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