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liCaesar-vr¡orËhip in its relation to the Apocalypse.

I . \'?re Two Kingd.oms.

!

iolhether the authorship of St.John ls ad"mitted- or not, the faet

that the Apocalypse is the produet of a Hebrew rriind. is accepted by

al-I critics. The vrriter evidently beLieved in a personal God.,

ereator and sus'¿ainer of the unir¡erserand" in a personal power of

eviL.He could hold this belief wittiout being open to the charge of

Persian dualisnn; for if ?ruman wi1ls can rebeL against ühe One v',¡ho

ereqted them and. by whose power alone tliey eneigízerso, sureLyrcould

a spiritual being rebel against his øreator and sustainer, and tempt

mankind to accept Ìris dominlon" (f)

It seens reesonable to tlie r,irriter, that e"ny at1empt to interpret
tlte message of the Apocalypse mu.st assume the trutlt of those id.eas

v¡hiih are the ground of the wliole l'rorkrand,so 1n thÉs thesie the

belief in a personal- pourer of evil is eiccepted-.

The seer iras clearl¡r in r:nlnd. two kingd.oms, the Kingd.o::: of GÇdo

a,nd- the Kingdom of Satanrand in ord.er to understa.nd 0aesar-worship

in itÞ reLation to the.A.pocalypse vüe must. get a, elear realization of

the exislence of these two Kingdoms, with the inevitable eonfliet
betv¡een them - the true Kingáorn of God.rand- the rebel Klngd.om of Satan;

f or Caesar-v¡orsliip 1s the' cuhnlnatlng and crorrning act of rebellíon;
1t is the quintessence of sino In the.Apocalypse the wrath of God. 1s

revealed. against thsi monstrous b1aspher,ly.

(a) The Kingdom of tiatan

It ls important that ú'e sTrould. have & clear ldea ae to what

qas in all probabiltty the beliét of the writer of the Apocalypse as

to the K-ngd.om of Satan end. the Kingd.orn of God.. trïe Ïrave litt1e
hesítation in saying tb.at the seer believed that'ch.e Prinee of Ïlvil
invelglecl our first Barents inot d.lsloyalty to their ríghtful lord.(r) tso j+vu6

I, .. --rd
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and. thus gaíned a footÏrold for Ïris ruibe on earth. That Kingd,om grew

and. developed to such an extent that Satan he.ving shewn Jesus all the

Kingcloms of tlee world. and the Sl-ory of thera was able to sây¡

rïo tTree w111 I give alL this authority, and the gi-ory of them, for ålt

ïratli been d.elivered. unto me; and. to v,,homsoever I v¡il-I I glve ít.ïf
thou theref ore v¡l}t worship before me , it shalI be thiner. (f ) . A

glimpse is here gir,'en of the najesty of Satan v.¡Ïren it could. be thought

possible t?rat Jesus Clirist could even be tenptecl to r',¡orshig Ïiim" And

tlie author kner¡s full v¡e11 the Ðevills rnalignant lioïrer, f or 'úhe ar,.rful

stru¿-;gle between the two rverged trith ever increasing fury, cost nothi'ng

Less than ttre l,lfe of the Íion of Godrand- victory was snatched. only

from the grave, Satan was tThe Prince of thls \i,'orldr o (e) /rnd. that

l,¡orId. r,¡¡as unitecl under one Êuprerng visibLe heacl ai th.e ve:'y time that

Cl:irist tlame to establish liis Kingdorn. The KlngC.ora of e-¡il r'ra.s not

only in the hea.renly ptaces, (3) but ofganizecl in r,-isible form on eart?¡

lThe coinciclence of the establíshnent of the.Ror,ran Impire with the

rise of Christianity Ïras always at'cracted the attention of modefn

hist orians r (+)

(¡) The K{ngdom of God.
l

lÍe may be sure that St¿. John also believeê thai in spite of the

apparent universaL su¡ay of Satan, God. l¡¡as never left entirely v¡ithout qütness.

In the ?rearts of all there vras the dim consciousness that they \¡/ere

eitlzens of a better country, and subjects of a nobler l,ord.. the Holy

f5pirit of God v¡orked eeaselessly preparing the way for the establíshment

anew of the Kfngd.om of God. upon eartho In the fulness if time Christ

came ,1íved., d.ied., rose again established. liis K.ngd.om upon earth and.

returned. to the I'ath.ero
(r) T,k, 4v6 se.
(2) Jno l2vlt;14'r3o ;16vr1.(3) r# 6vL2(4) ffipst eo[t];Ep:ê'ûi trö]-m ,"þ,25a o

:
I

t^'.-_'-'-- 
--- 

- 
--'L



(¡)

lTre message of tli.e Gospel was essentially the proclamatíon of a

Kingdom, ,a KTngdor¿ of Heavenr ,ra Ksngdom of God.f ra Klngd"om of the
Ín

Son of l'tanr" The expressioro rKingd.omf occurs/no less than one

hundred. and. nineteen passageË in the ifew Teetament, (f ) John the BaptiËt

and our LOrd. himself preached tRËpent ye:for the Klngdom of Heaven is

aþ Ïrand.t. (Z) Christ sent His cllseiples to preach the Kingd.om of God."

(¡) The mg,joríty of Hls parables d.ealt v¡ith rlal"ters pertaining to the

Kingrlom. He spoke of those w?ro should. belleve on Him as lsons of the

Kingdomt. (+) ¿\s a K¿ng ïle died.. During the f orty Cays before the

Àscention He spoke of tthe things pertaining to the Kingdomt"(5) Phillp
preac$.ed ln Samarla tthe Gospel of the Klngdom of Godt.($) St, Pa.u1,

1n Eurôpêrtaught 'çltaL there was another King than'Caesarrone Jesus, (7)

ancl in summing up his r¡,rork in Âsia to the #phesien elCrersr?:.e cla.ins

fíat he went aibout among them preaching the Kingdom. (B) The flnaL

verse in the Ácts reveals Trim preaching in Rome the tKingdom of God.r,

In the midst of Satanrs l!ìmpire the Kingd.om of God. v¡as established and.

from its ineeption suffered the onslaught of the pòr'rers of evil.
As'n¡e have remarked before at that same time that Christ inaugurated.

Hís Kingclom the Êoman rule u¡as establlshed on an Imperial basiÉ¡

lA11 that was progressfve in the lbl¿i'¡orLd. was united und.er one

suBreme head., at the thae rryhen the new falth was reveaLed, vrltich sTrould

bind. the unír¡erse together in a soverelgn unity. ?eaeþrwon, bï arms,

ushered. in Him who revealed the peaee of Iífe in God.. Scp 1t was that

tlie only two irowers u¡hÍch have claírned. absolute clominion over manklnd.

appeared. together. t (9)

(r) Id.ershelm, vol
Ilt. JvZi$vll .
lk. 9v2
I'ft. llvl8
Aets Lvl

Acts Bv12
Aete, ITvT
Aets 2Av2j
iigÞt eõ'Ë"ù,Ïp"$t . Jln. p . 2 !0

ï 'P'2ro 
til
(8)
{e)

lãl
f5)
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II o The Confl-ict 1n History.
(") Inevítab1l1ty .not at f lrst rea1i2êdo

In the previous chapter two Kingdorns are in view, which by thelr
1¡erJt nature must be in perpetual antagonism. The battLeground of the

opposing forees 1s the world., and. the contestants, human beings organi2ed.

in def inite visible syst€rse TÏlose who werer or v¡hose ùrnmediate

succeßsors rrere ,engaged. in the struggle cl-itL not reali ze ai, first that
tiie conf lict was ínevitàble,

It seems certain that our Lord. never ad.opted. a hostile attitud-e

tov¡ards the Roman ru1e, (t) and even in St, Paults d-ay the fact was not

realizecL that two Ernplres u¡ese,:about to meet in mortal- combat;the

Kingctom of God., represented. by the Church, and- the r¡¡or1c1 powercrepresent-

ecl b¡r Rome. St. Pa,ul- writes of the rer¡elatÍcn of tihe l¿r,tüless one as

d-elayecl by some res'craining forße (Z) - thi.s $¡as prabably tize reigning,-:.'.
Ernperore In another epistle he urges Ïris reaÉiers to'oe loyal to'c?re

ruling:rower, (3ùanc} he would irave r.jn::lstianÍ5 p:ray f'o:: irings å,nC err
Lnat, ¿r1"ê in ili¡4n plaees. (+) St. Petcr,reisri¡rf'ÕïcLrñ St" Pault s appeal f or

loyalty, (5) and. St. luke uòes the títle Ëebastos (6) which he would.

cer.'tainly not have done, if the title had the same significance for him

aE it had for gtr.John latero

Nero opened. hostilitles in A¡Ð i6+,iínítiatlng a po1Ícy of persecutior.t

.which was not formally aband"one¿ durlng the rest of the eentury, In
July of that y'ear a fire broke out on the southern sid.e of the PaLatlne

HÍlI whleh l-asted. for three of four days, and d.estroyecl ten out of, the

forteen wafds of the citye It has been a con¡ioon belÍef that the fire
was kind.led. by the ord.ers of Nero, vrho intend.ed to rebulld. the eity v¡ith

specÍal ref erenee to hls ov¡n fame.

(f) Ïuflro 1"2v1-l
(2) 2 Thess, Zvj eeo
(3J Rom. ,tr-lvI-/..

\z) l, rim" ?vt,Z

tãÌ å"f:: ',îrll",r



ün the exeitement causecl- by the great d.isaster he sought to allay

suspicion by charging the u?rristians with the d.eed.. The persecution that

f ollovred wps terrible 1n the êxtreme.

It is evldent that Tacitus represents Nero as the real author of

the ouirage,(1) Ëuetonius says that the persecution took the form of

a police measure but in the first instance it was simply a devlce for
screening the Ërnperor¡s own infanry. (2)

In this first persecutlcn Christlans v¡ere punlshed. ,not because

they aeknov¡ledged. the Name, but beeause of al]-eged serious off ences

Êonnected sith tlre Nameo These offenoes ï/ere ín the first plaee

incendiarism, and. second.Iy, Ïrostility to clvlLlzed. socletyrrvhi.ch itnplÍeed.

the practiee of magic and. tamperÍng with the êtabLlshed customs of

society. But by tTre tlme of Pliny and. Trajan it iF assumed. that

Chrlstianity 1s a crlme 1n ÍtseIf d.eserving of cleath. (3)

The horrore of the ffrst persecution on the Roman.Ohristians made

sueh a profound. impression on the Uhurches throughout the Impire that ttre
fund.a¡nental antagonlsm betv¡een the tv¡o systems v,¡as not thought of . The

perseeution seemed to be a wantonrwholly ùncalIed. for, atLaek upon an

innoeent community, by a brutal, whimsleal tyrant; whereas it was

lnevitaþle that the new seot shg¡uld. be persecuted.. Ány clear-síghted.i,in

Emperorrno matter how kindly Ìris d.ispositJ.on, would. be bound. to take

measures to suppress Clxristianity.
Sven if matters had. not been brought to a Tread. by Nero, that the

struggle was Llnavoid.abJLe wouLd ultímately have been realizecl. lhe

oonfliet f or existence wurs inevltable.
(r) Tac, Ann"lj.44
(z) suet. Nero, 16
(3) Ramsay, The thurch in the Roman ErapÍre

p.242 sgo



(6)
(U) I'und.amental d.iff ereneets which mad.e the conflict inevitable.
That the statement rnad.e in the closíng sentence of the previous

chapter is amply Justified is cLearly shevrn by Dro 3.I.ïiesteott in

his eËsay on tThe Two Empíres: The Chureh and tlre !'/orld.r ,(1) In that

es$ay, from rvhicTi all the rnaterial- in thsi ehapter hae been takenrhe

saysothat t Christianlty was d.estíned. by íts veÉþr naiure not to save,

but to destroy the Smpiret.(2) thrístians proelaimed. a Klngcì.oni of rvhieh

Christ was Kín'€. The Romane proclaimed an Impire of which Üaesar was the

lmperor. Though the two Empires staited. together 1n the first eentury,

they had. nothing in eorm)n exeept their point of d"eparture and their
e1a1m to uníversalíty.

f In principle, 1n mod.e of action, in sanetione, in seope, Lyt

Ïrlstorlr they offer an elsolute contraet" lhe Ronan Emplre was essentially
based. on positive law; it was maintained by foree; 1t appealed. to

outwa.rd., well-d.oing; 1t aimed. at producing external eo-operation or

eonformlty. The Christian Implre was no less essentlall¡z based on faitkii
it was propagated. and. upheld by eonvietlon:It Llfted. the thoughts and.

workings of men to that r¡¡?rich lvas spirituaL and eternal:It strove

toward.s the manifoLd exhibitionr:of one comr.non life. The history of the

Roman Smpire ís from the first th.e history of a d.eclinb, and. fallnchecked.

bJr many noble efforts and many v¿ise counselsrbut sti1l inevitable. The

history of the Qhrfstian Impire is from tTre first the hÍstory of a

víctorious progress, stayed and sadd.ened.:r,by frequent faíthLessness and.

self -seeking, but still certain and. assured tTrough never aompleted.r (¡)

The eonfliet was inevitable beeause in the first plaoe Chrístianity

is univereal. This chaSaeterlstie plaeês it at once in opposition to

every f orm of polytheism, f or that belief is d.istínctively national.
(f) Westcott, The 3p, of St. John.p.2j0 s8.
\2) iþ. B"250(a) ib, p"253
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Vt)
Chapt er 1,7I I ._

v.10 galvatiui: u.nto our God..

The title !$¿vi1¡r¡ rvas freely glven by the cíties
of lisia to the &operoxsc (r)

which sitteth upon the thron€r See lv4;/v10.
and unto the Lamb. See 5v6;7v9,

v.LI round about tÏ:e th.rorx€. See 1v4.

and tliey f eII bef ore the throne on their tacesrand

urorsÌ'ripped God, sayingr.itmen:31essing,and 91ory,

and. wisd.omrancl- theLnksgirri.pg, aincì- .l:.cïrolir, eind pov/er,

and mightrbe unto our God f or ever and. ever.

See 1v4; 4v10 ;jvt?, ]3,14 ;5v6 i7v9,
v.14. the great tribulation.

There seems little doubt tls.at the Seer refers to
the persecu.tion vraged. wi'ch such savage ferocity by lüero and

revived under Domitian.The Tíartyrs a^re stí11 arriving f:rom the

scene of the conflict. lZ)

the T,amb, See jv6;fv).
,r "L5 Theref ore are they bef ore the throne of God.. ..and

he that sitteth upon the throne" See Lv ,

and they serve Ïrim day and. night in hie temple"

The true worship describecÌ"

v"ll The l,amb which 1s in the mldst of the thromêr

See 1v4; jv6;fvi,
And God shall wipe eway every tear from their eyes"

See 21v4

_@
v.3 bef ore the throne. See Lv4.

(i) HamsayrBearing of Recent ÐiscoveryrCl:apt er l-J.
\2) Charles rVoll ,p.213.
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