THE SEVEN CHROHS OF ASIA
Thesis by
Rev. .7. He Hill,
Books herein referred to and quoted;

Remsay, Sir William "The Letters to the Seven Churches"
Swete, Ho Bo "The Apocalypse of St. Joha'
Trench, R Ce "Copmentary on the Fpistles to the
_ . _ Seven Churches"
“Wesboott, B.F. "Gospel of St. John"
L " "Epistles of St. John"

Trigtram, Ho B. "The Seven CGolden Candlesticks”
Lightfoot, J. B. "Epistles of Ignatius"

L # "pistle to the Galatians®

L L #Epistlie to the Colossians®
Purves, Ge T #The Apostolic dge"

¢ DEPOSITORY
. COLLECTION
NOT 1O BX
TJAKEH

Abbreviation - L.5.Cs
" AeBsd o

) c. E- S' G.'
AsBed e
EeBudos
8.G.Co
_ ‘Lightfoot Ign.

prBﬁ. AEG.

Cruttwell, C. T. “A Literary History of Early Christianity®

Worke of
Ignatius. Avbreviation Ign.
Irenaeus. o Iren.
Martyrdom of Folyecarp Mart. Poly.
Clement of Rome
Vita Pelycarpl

Tertullian Tart.
Fusebiue Eug.
Bpostolic Bonstitutions Apost. Const.
Aristides.

Xenophon.

Pliw.




THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF ASIA.
INTRODUCTION,

In the first century of our era there were existent in the then !u;mm world
two great predominating influences. In the West there lay the Imperial city of Rome
shose armies had subjugated beneath her rule all lkingdoms and Rwpires from the far
Fast to the iglands of the Weety In a1l the kmown world the Caesars relgned suprene.
I!eu;-.andi-ng from all men a respect for the Empsror and his power, and alsc assistance
in the anm‘.‘ort ef the Pmpire through taxes and tribute, each nation was largely
left to itself to follow out its own affairs much as they pleased, so long a.a they
aid not conflict with the policy of the Imperial power.

" Thus each nation mas allowed to retain its own form of religion, which was
declared & ¥religic licita®™ - a nutional religion allowed te exist and %o be followed
by its devotecs in different parts of the Empire.

But there gradually srose a wodification of these privileges;~- a modification
in the promotion of which the piovinee took a comsiderable part. In the later period
of Greek history there tock place & transition from the wemhip' of the unseen to
that of the seen, The older mythology was losing its lold over the minds of men.

. The feeling arose that the older godms of pcpular.myths were after all but fhe mortal
heroes of the shadowy past; that there had arisen other heroes just as grest in
their way, These modern men living in the immediate preémt ovaershadowed that which
was nov obsoured by time. Greck poets took up the strain and with the rise of
Mexander the Great and others, a new form of worship was inaugurated - a power
present at least, and real. CGraduslly this hero worshlp spread to the West. Here
in Reme the oult was conelderably modified by the national faith of Italy in the
Lares, Manes and Genius, their housshole godsy "The life of the family, and of fhe
clan and state was ackmowledged to be Divine and %o have & conncotion with an
unseen order®. Roma; the conception ef the puwer of the Roman stabe was already
worshipped as a goddess and assumed in time the sttribut@s:6f Fallas. Bub wome
conception of the Divine still lingered. (a)

{a) E.8.J. p. 262 = 270.
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Thus in the gecond century B.C. as Rome was beodliing more and more & power

to be reckoned with, patrdots 151_1__1_0ugﬁ lauding her greatness comsciously or
\ncomsoiously developed a oult of her genius. (a) 8o ther.e- started the idea of a
#Dea Roma® in the Provinces. With the rise of the Empire the cult recelved impetus
and a temple of Dea Roma and Divus Julius was erected at Ephesus in B.C. 28, Thus
there arosé the persomificatien of the genius 6 the Roman Bupire inm its Enperor.
The aa_r!i’est' Emperors held it im ohecks kngﬁstun allowed no Semple to be.elroc’ﬁ_a'a: inK
Reme in his homour. Tibsrius allowed one in Asia but forbade any more. Galus was the
first to endeavour to eanforce the cult. Caligula was prevented from making any
efforts in this direction by his assassination. There is 10 evidence that Claudius
encouraged it., Nerc was checked in promulgating it from 'the idea that it forboded
* geath. But under the Emperor Domitiam it Teached iis height. Them 1% was demanded
of every national religion through the Empire that it trecognize the Caesar oult
in some form of cthep. (a) |

. !e the Bast of the Mediterrancan isy the land of Paleatine, the home of the
_Irol.igién of Jehovah, the ancient Mosaic Law oI which emphatically sfated "Thou
shalt worship- no ofther God, for the Lord whose Heme is Jealous, is a jsalq_us God".
‘On vardous cocacions images had been sst up in the Temple of other cults than the
workhip of Jehovah by comquerors of the city. Ia B.C. 170 Antiochus Epiphanss
" conquered Jerusalem and dedicated its Temple to Zeus. (b) Two years later an idol
altar was erected on the site of the great altar of bnrnt o:tfering and saorifices
‘was made to Zeus in the Greck form. (¢) The Bmperor Gaius in his self aggrandimement
and Oriontal taste attempted to erest a statue of himself in the Holy of ﬁenaa.
He ‘algo forced the Jews of Alexandria to admit Ms :llaa.gn into their aynagogues. (d)
Tha ‘famoue Philo in A.D. 40 headed an mbam to appeal against it, but the appeal
was lost. (e) But apart from this,,the Jews in various parts of the Empire were
left to follow out their religion very much as t,hcr chose without any state intwrference.

In Epkesus in IB B.0. the Hellenes appealed %o Asnpba that he should expel the

(a) A.8.J. p. lxxxvi - lxxxviii.
E-S-J- P 269 - 274.
(b) B.G. p. 102 - I03.
(0) E.8.J. Pe 275,
s M:Jo Pe 1““:1-
(d) B.G. Pe 350,
(0) L.8.C. Pe I61.
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Jews from the city on the ground that they took no part in the religious
activities of the city. The Jews appealed t0 the ancient constitution of
Anticchus (261 - £46) whioh seems to have been acoepted as suthoritative. (a)
At Bethlehem of Judaea there was beoxn in the reign of Augustus, when

Cyrenius was governor of Syria, Jesus who claimed to fulfil the anci ent
Hebrew "Law, Prophecies and Writings" concerning the Messiah. The Jews,
failing to see the spiritual meaning which underlay the exorescence of
tradition which had been hsaped ﬁpon their Scriptures, rejected Him, and
their chief priests were successful in bringing about His Crucifizion -
oirca A.D. 33, But he had gathered about Him twelve disciplea and other
followers who after His Resmurrection and Ascensiom, in cbedience to His

commands, established His Church. As long as it was confined to Jefusalem

g

it was not brought into antagonism with other religions, for its members were
Jews who still frequented the Temple for prayer and worship, and still
observed the various feasts. Only with the Sanedrin was there any great amount
of friction. Rome taken up with other affairs, never troubled herself aumy
more then she was absolutely obliged to with Jewish religious quarrels, and
rTegarded the Christian faith as a mere seot of the Jews. Under this guise

the faith of Jesus spread im all directions, and Churches were founded im many
cities and dist__riots, even as far as to Rome itself, and probably further

West again into Spain. (b)

But in A.D. 70 Titus advanoed against Jerusalem where the Zealots had
been driven int their uprising to restore the liberties of the old Jewish State,
with the resulf that t‘ho city was forced to surrender and the Temple destroyed
with fire. ?h_a {sn were @riven out and_dﬁspéraogl fri_;‘:p éfernsglem, and a Roman
* colomy ‘established in 1ts place. With its Temple destroyed and the Holy Place
defiled, Judaiﬁn lost ground and disappeared as an a.qt':_l-fa religion in the
opposition to the Emperor Worship. Themceforth Christianity became all the more
prominent for, c_topr.ivgd of the cloak ia which I_.nl_ Qom_égi._'pstiya}sgdp. it was WEKEER
wrapped, it now continued énd grew, while Judaism waxied. It waa--"mw a religion
without a nation and withoutbahome = in shor$, "a zdﬂglo iluoita. 'A national
reugion was a paJ:t of the historical development :

a mode of expressing certain thoughts and oon\rictions" which could no mome 'bé

(a) L.8.C. Pe 1510 i
(») Olenent of Rome"$o the Corinthians® eh. B
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changed than language" (a) Christlanity was a part of the historical developmes
of no particnlar nation, though it clalms to possess the panacea for the true
development of all peoples -~ 1.e. the Life and Prinoiples of Jeeus Christ. It
affected the habits of no especial people, but demanded great ohanges in the
morals of all its oanutta;

But not only in this did it incur the displeasure of %he Imperial authorities
and the Caesar cult, for jealous as ithe Jew was for the religion of the mono-
theistic worship of Jehovah, still more imtense and rigorous were the claims
of the Christian religion, which olaimed as its realm no mere efate or sven
empire, but the world itself; that the earth might be brought under the sway of
the kingdom of heaven; "Fhat at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of thimgs
in heawen, and thinge in earth and things under th& earth". Thue a religion cams
into being whose fundamental principles, both moral and theological, were in direct
opposition to the oult of the Caesar Worship, which claimed ﬁ spiritual rule
greater than thﬁ political sway of Rome itself.

Aooordingiy_ w8 have two Empires in some respecis similar, in many respeats
different. Westoott comtrasts them as follows; "Two socoial organizatimms designed
to embrace the whole world,started together in the first ceﬁtury. The one
appeared in the completeness of its form; the other omnly in the first embodiment
of the vital prineiple which included all after growth. But the two Empires had
nothing in oommon except their point of depatture and their claim to universality.
In principle, 15__1: mode of action, in samotions, in scope, im history they offer sl
an absoclute aont_xaat. The Roman Fmpire was essentially based on positive law; it
was maintained by force; it lappealed to outward doing; it aimed at producing
oxtefnal oooperation or conformity. Tﬁe Christian Buwpire was no less essentially
based on faith: it wase propagated and uwpheld by conviction:it lifted the thoughts
and working of men o that which was spirituwal and etermal; it strove towards the
manifold exhibition of one comron 1life. The history of the Roman Empire is from
the first a history of a deoline and fall, checked by many moble efforts and mamy
wise counsels, but still imevitable. The history of the Christian Empire is from
tr.na" E1.'11-st the history of a victorious progress, stayed and aadd\anfd by frequent

faithlessmess and self seeking, but still certain and assured though never comgleted.(b)

(&) ElSIJl p. gml
(b} " p. 253,
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Between Rome and Jerusalem lay the Frovince of Asia, destined to be the

scens of the sbiuggle between the politiocul and spiritual povers of the world -

the Bapire of Romg.and the Christian Faith. 4s the Roman worship” of the Bmperor
developed and spread east, so in an ever enlarging circle were the outposts of
the Christian religion 'thri;sé out. And here in Asia they meﬁ. Thus Asia becomes

a most interesting.provinse, for hers the new World Religion wae to show its
strength or waaknea;é. Here it was to meeh the malice and eavy of the greatest
power of the day. To surrender would have shown its worthlessness; unflinchingly
to meet 1ts foee. and triumph over them, %o prove 1t superior Go aumybhing the
world had ever seem. And moreover, as Christianity took over the monotheism and
Seriptures of the Jews, the gtruggle resolved into mnot merely that of a-socisty
of men with a political power, but that aleo of spikituaj powers with the
material. For this puipose the first century of the Christisn era was a most
critical time. The material Fmpire was at ite height in expanse, wealth and luxury.
But the power of the Spizit of God proved an impregmable rock and once moresvre
were the prophetfe words borne oub, "Not by might, nor by powex, buk by My Spiris,
salth the Lord of Hosts". _ :

And now aft-:ar centuries in which msn read the Episflea’ao the Seven Churches
without delving imto their importance or significanss, the eyes of the world awe
turned on Asia Minor onocé more. For more then a millenium $his counbry has been
but 11ttle heard of and played but a small part in the world's history - either
civil or feligi_.pim. Now"it is becoming plain to all that the relatioms of Asia %o
Europe is inm the process of being profoundly changed. The long unquestioned
domination of Furopean over Asistio is now belng pu’ to the test, and is probably
coming %c an end. What isltu be the issue? That depends entirely on the influence
of Christianity, and en the deg:rs’é to which it has affeoted the aims of both
Chrigtian and pon-Christian mﬂons"fag.nd in the changes that have svwept over
Asia Minor in the last few years im the regime of the Turk and his treatment of
the inhabitante of that country amnd of Armenia, as well as th; conditions ocaunsed
by the late waf, it would seem that this almost forgotten land was once more %o

take its place on the stage of history.

(8) Lnsnﬂé P v’.il



Thus, Asia Minor affords a profitable study from amcther point of view. We
have reached conditions in modern civilization very analogous o those of
Modiaeval times when the Letters of St. John Wore written., Barriers are being
broke# down m tha ease and rapidity of communication and travel to various paﬁs
ef the world,. rheru is onve more a tendency to blend and harmonize the theught
of East and Hest. Asia limr providedia meeting grom% for the elemeénts of
Judaism and Greek thou_gm. The three never have properly nixed_ but "that higher
plane on which Asia and Burope may mix and meet was once in an imperfect dedree
realized in th‘ c:ltha of 4sia Minor, and modern students recognizing this, f£isd

much aid to tm: prob!ems in the sbudy of these eities. And in the digcovery of
the conditions and oustoms of the Bast in the firet century of our era, Christimnity
will be bettex understbod than 1% has been by purely Furopean thought, in a
synthesis of European and Asiatic nature and ideas®. (a)
This syni_haais of Eastern and Western 1ife, which had suoh a rapid growth

in Asie Minor,was the result of the poliocy of the Seleucid kings = the Successas
of Alexander the Br eat .- They concluded thal the best way to build up their coudtry
was by aatabli-éh;ng garrisons, and mors sspecially by colonization. Therefore
they brought in faieigners whe were giwen privileges which ensured loyalty to @
their benefaotﬁrs; !_hese.colonista wers for the most part Greeks and Jews. Brought
together in thi_a WaY, _sett_led in the same oities, they were bound 0 exert am
influence upo# p;a.eh other, notwithstanding the great differences that exisgbed
between them. (b) In fact the process was nct one of gradual settlemgstyes c:onproni.ae
between the two alemmt 8, but rather they came to understand and cutwit one
another in tr&el_::ﬂy compertition.

~ There is an old ~saying that "East is Fast and West 1s West". But the adage
Ia/muah to be quastioned In the days of the Roman Empire, and in our own day,
East and ‘Hest bu@nme overlooked in a wider and moras cosmopolitan view., Bub will
ths two blend ? In one sense they cannot, for Aeia cannot be made European; but
in another they may, for it hae beea&ne oncs already. (o) And we see how it ks
slready betng dome cnoe again , not merely on the border line about the Meditteransan
and Black 'Beaé}; but ﬁdﬁ' on a larger scale Bast meets West around the globe in X
all %hﬁ»‘*ﬂsat jmarts of the world = 1n Yokohama and gn Londen; in Caleutta and

vancouver .

(&) L.8.C. p. vii - viii.
(b) " Pe 138 - 159- S"
(o) » Pe 134,
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And in view of the fact that this movement has already started, it should
be our care to direct it along the right lines. And for this purpoéo what better
study could we make than that of the cities of Asia Minor, The work of the
Sekeucid kings and the _trh:lt of their labours was on the whole good. But its
weakness was its rapid and unnatural growt'h'. Therefore statesmen and leaders
may learn from the past, adapting the good points of the attempt of the tl_:reo
centuries before our era, and learning wherein it failed, that they themselves
may avoid similar mistakes.

In Asia Mirior we may also learn nuch of ancient Greece. (a) Here were born
many of the men of Greek fame. Smyrna claimed to be the birthplace of Homer; (b)
Halicarnassus, that of Herodotus. (o) Between the mythology and histoty of Greeoce
and Asia there ia much connsction; sc much that it has been said "Ionia is more
characteristiocally Greek than Greece itself."(d) On its shores is laid the sceme
of the Ildad; Greek traditions and myths are associated with its mountains and
valleys; here a great amount of Greek history was made, early as well as labe.
Many battles were fought on its soil, including the resistance agalnst Fersian
ehoroachmmnt which was first made here, Alermander ﬁﬁally vanquishing that Bupire
within its borders. And not only was Greek domination settled in this land, but
also that of Rome, as well as the trs;in of events which in turn led to the decay
of that mighty Empire. And here also may be found the origin of Greek trade

and commer ce.

In short, Asia Minor is the key to the mediaeval world, classical and
spiritual. It is of great importance to t_he proper understanding of the conflist
between the Roman Empire and Christianity; it 1s again beginnimg to play a part
in history; it isa?n\raluable field for the solution of the differences of East
and West; and it throwa a light on classical history and philosophy without which

our knowledge of Greek 1ife would be considerably diminished.

(a) 8:G:C. p. 2 - 3.

(b) LoSnco Pe 262,

(¢) Nuttall's Encyclopaedia p. 324.
(d) 5.G.C, Pe S



ASIA THE PROVINCE.
Bu.viBefore disoussing the general features of the Frovinoe ¢f Asia, we should
note what is reéll’y meant by the term "Province". The Hord origimally meant a
sphere of duty and had no reference %o the territory in which the duty was to
be exercised. Thus it refers to the authority and exeoutive duties of a cerdain
person - in tha. oase of Asia, that of the Fro-Conmsul. Qnly in a secondary sense
was the term loosely epplied to the district im which the Pro-Consul or magistrate
execubed his ofﬂoe. (a) The Latin "Frovincia® is moh the eqidnalakt az tho
Greek "Katioa“ and thus Strabo uses it. (b) Thus the oppositc is implied. m the
original word t_a that of our modern usage, where it.usually refers to a oart-gin
portion of ter?it_ory, 8.g.,the Proﬁm of Manitoba; and secondarily, toc the i .
sphere of a p#g@n'a duty. The people saw im the Provimoe the aspectiiin which
Rome natdfm.sd. itself to them, and coyiversely, the Fzovince :awas the form under N "
which the ponpla constituted a part of the Empire.

Asia viewed the Empire in two differemt ways., They saw in the Province the l"
eivil duties: p_f':_sha Pro-Consul or represemtative of the Imperial Govermment, who
vas sent out yaar by year to administer the affairs of the country. And the |
Province also_noaﬁ $o them a Beligiocus boad, which u;ni.tad all 7bb various ocults
of its many c:_i..“aiss into one, aiming abt a common allegiance to the Imperial power. (o)
The writer of tlie. Letters to the Seven Churches, Famiiiar with this dual aspect
of the Provimg, m-hia lpooalypae pictures ii as a beast with two horns.

By “Asia“ was naanb originally what we mean by the term today = the whole
continent of Lsia. As suoh it came t0 be used loosely for a poztion of the whols. {d)
For was the Provima go-terminous with what was laber called Asla Hmor, which &b
the end of fhe .ﬁ.rs‘a century consisted of six provinces - Asia, Bithynia, Galatia,
Cappodooia, Gliiu:la and Lydia. (e) Asia was confined teo a strip on thé Western
sea-coast, ooﬁp.r'ised of the countries of Fhrygia, ifysia, Caria, and Lydia. ()

The ghy#ga_l features of Asia are generally rugged and nountainous; mozre 80
here in the woste:n,part of the penimsula than in the east., While some of the
mountains are isolated, still tha} fall mainly into four chaine running east and
west across th§ countzy. In the extreme morth is the Olympus chain, strebehing
through Mysia into Bithynla and containing Mt. Ida. Many of its summits are capmed

(a) 1:8.C. P 95.
(b) * p.I22 &229.
(¢) ™ p. 98=87
(d] L Pe 96,
(.) AcB.d. P 1y = 1vi.
(I) C.E.8.C. Pe 4,
( B.B.G. L Y I:‘-t
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nthm. Hext im order come the Temnus, & smaller chain sbove the Caiome m
!hya#;za. mw the eembre,in Lydia, are the Sipylus and Tmolus ranges, rhul
- Tuonimg easd irnn Ephom is the Memsages. Agaim to the sowih-west Shere rius
tho Cadmus,. an arm of the Taurus ranges These mousbtains, especially the Tuolus,,
mw that gen;znsi__oanf .-i::he gountzy .is;- Bot olde Thers are evidences of volcanie
aotion; the ﬂ:&a pr the rock is ugeven ang the country hae besn troubled from
oontinuous thqwak«aa thxeushnut ite nistoxy.. (a)

The :170:; natuznlly carreq;and tv the ramges of nmoustaine, and exeepting
those on the mthaxn slopes of the Olympus and Younus ranges which flow north,
they empiy into the Aegm Beas f&s Calons takes its rise in tho Temnus xange;
the Hermma ﬁm in the volley betwaen the Temnus andthe Tmolus, the lebter 3
rangs bouncung ths valley of the Gwsta: whioh finds i%s way iate the gsa et
Bphesus. ngma on the south side of the Messcges thore is the Meander, on a
tributary of whioh, the Lyous, is situsted the olty of Laodiscsa. (b)

Hyon-thu_ia_-e-- nnﬁnb-_aina there may yet be found pine forests. Of its matural
history thers 1a bub little to be said, for it hesbesn a settled reglon for too
iong a yerioé,a. and whal large animals: there were have been driven out o other
Teglons or exterminabed long ago. However bears, wolves, jackale and leopards may
abill be found in winter when they ceme down from the mountsins. There are but
tov spsoies of I'n;:ds hgr# » TOor magy seem im Syria are not Zound in Asia. Among
domegtiguaninake it .:I.cho aerth-wostexn limit of the use of the camel as a beadh
of burden, whioh animal to this day competes with faster modes of transportation.
The Angora gea‘b is alse valued for its haize (@)

Asia wau i'mua for ite great mumber of ocities aud Yowns. dmong the larger
m moze fmm waro Txaan, which was an impoztamt emberking peint for Buvupe;
Oyaious, the wrt on tha Pro-pontis, as well ae a ity in direct communication
by Ecad with P;rgamm md Smyrea; Tralles and Megnesis on the -bighway to the west,
famoue in the Ignatian Epietles; aleo indramyttivm, Alsbanda, #pemeia, Synsada,
Philomelivme m::g the smaller were Colossae and ﬂ.ﬂ't@nus, fému for thelx

Pauline aemdi.om besides Doty lasu . and !‘x:&m. And in addition to these there

weke the cs.ues of the Seven chuom to whzeh St. John addressed his Fpistles,
each of whioh we shall espeolslly notice. (&)

(o) &sB.J. Pe 1?1- :

S-Qoﬂo po = I7 - 18,

() B, R i
-‘OBCJQ ﬁo ive ’ =

(o) 8.6.C. 3+ 18 - 20. :

(d) ‘laoJo ?q Ivii. .
&.Soﬂ. F. Iﬁ} st 1730 . *




10.
The histozry of Asia Minor is olosely wousd up with that of Greese aad in ite

early steges psrtakes of its simpileity. Like the hisbery of nll old Jands it s
veiled in the obsourity of Tradition. (a) It begins in the story of the Ilied, ¥
1% nyth o fadb. ‘Pe_saia began o prsus in oa the pass, and thus in lonla began
the atTuggle 0T oupremacy botween tho tuo grest smpites, which was not Pimally
sebiled for canturies. Temporurily Persia wasg driven back and Greegae hald the
poser. But now, having overcoms the ostwen foe the two grest cities of Gresce,
Abhens sad Spazie, disputed the Menour of Tixsd plses i3 ¢he Poloponnesion ¥oX,-
481 ~ 404 P.Co = bie labler paxt of ¢hu sbruggie velng Tought on the eeil 2f Asia.
Bagkwards and forwards flowed the $ide of babtle; the oitien of Asia being taken
firsb by one slde and then the other. A logb, when bobh sides were sxbauatod,
Fergia, weak liself, once uwore comes on the scenme und ¥aking advantage of the a¥tuation
seized the prize. (B)
Tade land again 1o of robe when 2 fow years later in 401 B.C. it becomes the
goens of Xenopher's Anabasie. {o) Xencpron mef Cyrus the Younger e Sardis, the
“qapitel of the Persian sebxap. This expedition vzs fuwile, for ofber Jesding his
arey of mascazw.ziﬁs soreas dsla Wincr, Cyrus fell st Cunaxza. Zenophon zow asoundd
the role 6f leador mndled the forses teok huse by & clrevituns zoude via the
ghoius of the Bladk 8Scu. Laber he Led smother orpedition through the hemrt of tie
agoamtiy of the Suven Chureheo te ussiot Cparie in her wer against Perala. (4)
| “hough the firet expedition & eny :xwe_m fruitlens, yveb it was of velue
in that it dlecliosed fo bhe Grecke the weakness of the Pereian xule. The clties
of iala ere now mi heurd of for a guneration, until Philip of Hacedon uwnites the
0id Grack atn_t_‘.eé 6&:1’: rofe vader one head. How they seeily fall bask into the
huands o.f thelr original holders, maturelly preferzing the ivle of ane of their own
nstion. Terganuw and Thyetirs seuelited to Haas soTausLoR imrediatialy; Surdis, the
© hesdmzerbers of dhe Persians in Aela, suirsadeved on the approash ¢f Alexander
#h0 trested Yhen well, leawlng tham their liherties, ;-m?iriﬁd only thay puld the
iwporial trivute. Aféer this ha went to Sphesus v gh aﬁmw its éﬂtoa to nip

withovt a siege. Here he turned over all the revanues t¢ the Tample of fxtemis,

{ﬂl Fudale e 3 - B
(ﬂ) 2 Po e
{4) Tevophor "Anabasis".
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u well as exempting them from all imperial tribute. Only Hiletus held cut against
. pim. Here shhard and stermy siege $ook place both by land and ses. Still,when
| they aid surronder, Alexander trested the oltizeus mercifully, and geme them the
.y:hnq;_n of a free city. (a) Alexander died ab am sarly ago and hic huge smpimce
ham the prey of mis generals who divided the land among Shem and beoaus kings.

'Eheir dxfﬁmliy was that they were Creek kings while thelr lands were Oriental.
Aggordingly theixr penw was to build up their atates by mlcnisation and firm bub
Wﬂ’ rule. Thia was thc hng!anmg of the fusion ¢f Baab and West which we have
altﬂéy noticed. ?ae pﬁptﬂatien of the already existing cities was increased by
ths ﬁdﬁ.ﬁm or G:eaks ‘and Jews. Other citles were founded or re-founded. Almost
all the emu of the Seven Chgrohes were thus affected, elther ab this time or
wsﬂw:.y.-._.:(b_) For some years they had an uncertain nistéry, being e different
times in the rlslBa of various rulers whose kingdome rarely ezisfied beyond the
1ifetime of the&r. founders. it one time they formed part of the kingdom of Lysander,
the Spartan meml who ended the Pelopormesian War. (e)

The ¢1tha were organiasd into tribes comprised of a mmber of individuals.
Thin arrangmmt probebly had its ozigin in the early days befors the city was B
fonddéd. The bz'iho wag usually upited by a religicus bond; thus Autiochus and
other Belauot__& __;;_ing- found i% emey t¢ inbroduce Jews into thelr oltjes by formigg
them irto a aé#mtc't-nhu in it organtzction. (d)

A last u 7611 under the oway of Home. Ambicohusithe Grest met Hanuibal, the
mnmgmm,fﬂiggéa:_ a;hma, and here also they both Sntervieved the savoy of Rome.
Attor many battleamieohan was defeated in the buttle of Mugnesia in B.C. 188,
whez eupen Rome presented ﬁu territory to Eumenes, king of Pergamum, who had been
their ally in tho wat. ?i:tty gix yeare laber, in I35 B.C., his nephevw begueathsd
it again to mg.ﬁmaam to ‘provent it falling imto the hande of the illegitimate
Aristonicus.. ;__l_a_-_ 129 B.C. ‘the country was formed into the Provinos of Asia. Omly
onge more, in tha Mithridat ks War (90 - 63 B.C.) did Rome have amy trouble with
this Frovinos, whon all' the citles revolted. On the defeat of Mithridates by
Pompey they mhmittadm were lot off with & heavy fins. (8)

(2) 8.6.C. po 67,

{b) L.8.C. p. 128 - 130.
(¢) 8.6.C. p. 8

(d) L.8.C. ps 148 ~ 147,

(’) » P'l II‘G.
S5:.6.Cc po 8.
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The shadows dwr the last yeaw of the Republic extended to the provinoes;
the Tesult of the strife and misgovernment at home was that the officlals semt
out were unserupulous men who made the most of their oppottunity to get rich ut
the expenseudf the wealth of Asia Minor. What ocould not be got by fair mesns was
obtained by foul, and oruelty and forde wers often resorted to. (a) Thus nowhere
was the Hmpire hailed with grester delight thanm in Asia; as it bespoke better
times - pease, order and safety. Therefors Augustus was exalted to Divine honouss
among. these psnpla in whose character ralﬂaicn rlayed a moet important part. Hox
were thelr expectations 111 touaﬁud, for the Imperial policy was lmmi&‘h laws
and customs of the Provincs were not interfered with and mo abtempt e nade to
force Roman ways upon them. (b) National distinctions and languages were not
recognized, only G:eak. The Imperial aim was to unify the nany elements of which
the Provinoe was ceapoaod, and no upheaval or changs was made that was not deemad
necensary to that end. The attmpt evertually falled; fn: as time want on, whem
the evils of the days before the Eupire were forgotten and the Golden Augustan Ags
had become a m.er-a nemory, the Imperial suthusiamm waned, and national fesling
aghin revived. Hrdriam in the second cemtury saw it and modified the attitude
toward natioamal feeiing 3 for he mads soms attempt o go back to the old national
divisions witﬁnﬁt breaking wp the Pravimes us a #hole, by forming a new Frovince
of the Tres Eparchiae, a loose organization of three countries, which still

-i:-fﬁ

rmaim distinet in name and probably in the Councils. {c)

Rome governed Asia by sending out a Pro-Comsul, shose berm of offide was Dor
éne year. He usually landed at Ephesus and set sail from the same place when his
term wae over. He often made a visitation over the cities of the Frovince. (d) The
offielal caspital was that of the old Pergamenian kings, Pergamum. (e) Locally there
wag a representative body, the Commune - a sort of Parlimment. This erganizabion

arose from a commen desire for unity, whio
oultivated. Asia wes divided imo diatrictsisr

sotes quick to motioce and therefore

edch had a oity within 4% given

the name of metrepolis, butonn what the representation in the Commune was baged 1s

not known. The Commune was essentially religious, but slso had certain eivil affeirs
within its jurisdiotion. It comtroiled Tevemues and sbruck coina. There was nﬁ\ fixed
Place of mesting but it was usually held 1n one of the teuples of the larger oiien.(f)
() L.8.C. 5. I14 - 115.8 InQ. L\

Eh; . Po ]I:Iﬁ & IBI - I’EI %

a Pe _‘}ﬂ-_ ' L i
(@) * p. 126 :
(¢) ® p. 43 & 283, : : \
(£) * p, 118 - 119 & 126. A



Aftor the second cemtury with theWweakening a%f%’- $he power of Rome
began to deoay. Nothing of mote transpires in ite political history till 6I6 AR
when Chosroes, king of Persia, comquersd the whole of the country exoept part of
the coaste. The temples and churches were lald waste or turaed to othor uses in
heathen and supﬁrét:t ious rites, A Fersian cenire was established near Chalesdon,
opposiite Byzamtium for ten years. Heracliue them in three campaigns defeated the
Persiane and stripped them of their conquered territories and Chosroes was deposed
and murdered lﬁ his con in 628 A.D. (a) _

' For four hundzed years the countzy was left under the Greek Empire and nowimadly
| Chriatianity prevailed, and but for froquemt inoursioms of Persians and Saracens,
nothing of gt-.n__a_t._-.hi;ﬁjprienl value took place. A% lengbh in 1074 Soliman, the Sultan
of Turkey, 1nvadod 4t and conguered it . He established his oapital at Nicaea, sind
profaned all Gh:isihn ohurches causing the Divinity of the Lord to be denied im the
game build:lngé__;_ig which it had been previously declarsed. Harsh restriotioums were
placed on Christian worghip and Mohammedanism vigorously admated; as was their
wont, by the doctrine of force. A short lived respite was offected when in 1097

the Crusaders ocame .and,aﬂe: marching through the country, defeated the Turks at
Doryiaeum in Phrygia. Bub before the Crusades wers over this territory had been

lost again, and on the weat there eabtered the Turks, and on the east, the Kurds.

In A.D. ISI2 Brechan established his Turkish capital of Asia at Broussa $ill, ninety
years later, the Great Mogul of India, Tamerliane, ésizsd the land and for a time
had his headquarters at Smyrma, when he suddenly leit for China, leaving Asia Mimor
* a desolation at the mercy of Tartars and robbers. In 1432 the Turkish -Ellp‘ilrs

became re-united, Asia Mimor forming a part. Simce them the lamd has been under

its sway and iron rule, unsared for by its conquerors, a mers tract of desolate

land swelling by so many square miles the area of that dead domimion. (b)

(a) S.G. 0, p.'IG.
(p) 8 p.II-1I2

e
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Thue Avia ¥imor hes had & most chequered career. Ite history is in magy .
respests weslisome in the mauy cborms thab bave crcssud it nnd $he combinual
tossing L6 and f7e as a prise of warfarebbbleenn Grsece and Perala, and Turk
and Christisn Crusadds. Bl yet this land has been ths corbrs of pany orises
iz the annale of the 0ld Forld and therefore is of lmporbance.

Ag oheguered as ite histery was alec ibs presperdiy. In its early days,
under its Sm nakive kings and Gresk rulers it wos very great. The people gres
xieh', not only in meterial malth, bt also in a degree of culburs. After the
mm&nm of the Frovines under the Republio, they suffsred from the greed of
grasping Romsn officiales and bad govermment. Fub with the advent of the Beplre
the t1de agaln turned and progress was mads onse moze. Yoo beneath there worked
the seeds of desay and corrvption which hastened both Fwpire and Provinos towards
its downfall. (&)

The Frovinos reached & nigk stube of clvilization, largely dve te Greck
influense. 561311 Hellendom varied in degree through the country. The firet and
most highly alffesked by Greek culbure waw the ¥est and regions 2long the Carian
coust shere the asbive lunguages hud besn eubirely droppsd. (oing ¥aet the Grsek
falluenve Gecreaneds, %111 3o easicrn and cenbral Fiarygla 3t was not Zell owbeide
the lavger cliles Gftdl the second of third centuries of the Chriatisn ers. Bub
in the part that concerns we, the dlstrict of t2e Seven Churches, the common
langusge was eniirely reek dn She firet ram';:ry, all trade, communicstion and
séucation Lelng carrisd on im that lsngusge. (b)

Grsab provision was made 0T ¢ducation vhloh was garried cuwt im & eysbtematle
marmets The children wete locked affer nct only intellectually bub slae physically
and graded into standards scxordiug to thelr age and sbilities. (¢) And in this
slss we may lesrn from the past; for as Remsay Temarks “the carcfulness of thedr
logistation convinoes the asholar hew wain Is wers Taw o prodice any hosdtdy
eaucation®. (4) Legislation 1s good wp %o a cerbaln point, but it must be vise and
practical, =ith a selutary effect in edvancing eduoakien and any project with dhich
it has to do, and not such as will hedge 3% mround and destroy it.

'{aﬂ; I.-:s.:.:. ; Ew: b
(2) *  p. I20-I22.

(e} Ly 3 1&6=188.
(a) * e 15,
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Of the literafauxre of this region we kmow next te nothing, foT there are Lud
fow remaine . Put that whioh we have is of no very high type. It may be cluver
and brilliant but it iz alac sentimental and immorsl im tome . Frovably its
grestest post was Theooritus who lived in the earlier ages of its hisioxy. The
greatest exponent of its learning was Athemodorus of Parsus. But hers agaln we
find rething original, but rather a dependence on the older writers of Greek
antiquities, mingling truh sith fables in an able but wondrous manmer.Thus thgy
made but 14661c contribubion o knowledge. Thelr best schievements ware in the
reaim of moral philesophy, wherein Athenmoderus tawght man's duby and relubionship
%0 God. {@) The form which this philesophy took was popular, inolining o %he
nature} thought of the people, and in it Paul saw great dangers which b warno
againet in his ¢pigtles and which led on to the fanbastic sysbens of Guosticim
in its efforts to explain matter in relafiion to God. (b)

Between tho various eities there was great rivalry aud compebition. This debes
frem early times when .the individucsl city was a state. Bebween bhem there was a
certaln amount of gout-ﬁcd exuletion. With the forming of the kingdoms the poliitical
aspect was, of coursg, transferted to the larger organization. Bub still the conbest
continued, only indifferent forms. In Romen times we still find 1% in the pamner
in which they strove to cutde one another in beaubifying their oltise, in ercoting
Temples and making extravagant claims of f:lerlty. (e)

Besides the many connectlons with the West and Greek 1ife thurs wes alse

the Jewish element of the population of Asia. A3 %0 their mumbers we know nothing
sxcept that they were very numerous, partleularly im Lydia and Parygla. (d) Thyy
wers brought here by the Seleucld and other kings in their settlemsnb projects,
In 210 B.C. Auticchus IIT breught in as many as two thousand families. Hovever
there werse dif:ioui’cius to be overcome. The Jews could wnder the present system
rank only ae resident sliens. Like other foreigners they could foim sociectiss Dor
the carxying én of thelr rites and worubip. But to obbain cifizenshipy was &
different matter. The existing tribes of the cities werse united by a religious
bond of a- loecal cult of fhe distriot; so mo Jé could emrell therein. Bub what was

‘;3) Le8.Ce Ee 136 ~ 137.
(b) Col. ii. &,
I Tim. i, 4.
(0) L.8.C. Pe 138 - 138,
() b pe L4,
{e) 2 p. 146 - IS0 & 236.
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to stop the formation of a tribe without this religious difficuliy? And thie
is what the Seleucids did. But again the ouestion arose,“How sbout the relation to
the city as a vhole?® This objestion seemed insuperable, but the colonizers nade
exoeptions for the Jews and modifications were mude o sulh them. The Gresks resented
this but obbained Aittle redress from either bhe Greek or Roman govecmmenis. (a)
Phese rights seen to have originated with Antiochns 1X.(26L ~ 246 B.C.) who Zormed
@ new tribe in ¥pheeus of which the Jews lormed aaivisica. (b) And similar would be
the case in other places. The eifect of the kindly treabment oI the kings and thelr
daily life smid Greek surroundings had a Lendency ic noilfy the Jewm. They adopied
Greek manners and oushoms, used the Gresk language, kook advautage of Greek cducation
and indulged in Gresk sporte. But in matters ol religion the Jew was {irm and adicred
to ‘bﬁa faith of his fathers in spite of the greu§ dangers thele were thal ke pight be
drasn away from it. Indoed some did lepse and becans veritable Shylocks with 1ittle
religion and much conbemph for things Gentile. (&)

The chief ooonpation of the Jews of Asia was se it Is todey wmong the lisperaion
= trade,~ in which they prospered and became wealihy, often Ly olther than fair means;
for vwhils there were many of fine and aeble type, yeb there were othems who sank
low in the degradation of uascrupuious methods. {(d) Today the Jewish population
of this region _ia entirely ohanged, for the Jess of the early davs of Christianity
elther merged into the Chzistian Greek Mmpire and accepted Christiamity, or retreabed
ati11 further away #rom the homelznd, north inko whe wild lands of Ruasla. The Jews
of 4oia Winor today are Spanish Jews. (e) .

This dietrict plays an importamt part in the several religions, owing to the
suscepbible religious nature of ibe inhubitante. Fagan mythology, Romun Bup eTox
Worship, Christianity and Schemmedaniems have all in twen found here reogpbion and
growth. in early days bhe natives worshipped the kills snd the stremms. About this
gres the wybhs of auciers Iresce. s the cities cake imbo beiag each useumed the
cult of the local déiw of the nearuy nili ox zivgz. {f) Thue Fphesus was whe home
of the worsaip of the Lite~giving Artemia woile Tergawmum soxshizpped Asklepios tite
Saviour, and Diomysius, the Guide, (g) Im the days of the Fexgamenian kingdom

(a) L.8.C. p. 146 = 160 & 2%s.
(v *  p. Y62 & 286,

gs) " 3. ID4 - 166.

(&) ® p. L4 -
:f; L . 564 - 365 & 417,
8 w

Be 124,
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the Pergamenian culle were 'pxnhably the common onsgs 7or the sholes (&) The enly
ones t0 spread at zll widely wes . that of Evhesus, whilh became guite noted
theough all As&a-:Cb_} Mezander paid homage o this goddess and devetaed to her
service much :ma;h&, Alexender himseld taking a part in a procession in her
ﬁpmur. (o) As tme went on these ocults were Graceised am:t ;i%hg-:::'gi__ivm&.tiea glven
Greek names. M.tﬂ:ﬁlrtm ritual and charagteristics loet hut I:itue' of their
Anatolian nature even in the lexger cities and in the rural {ustricta there was
practically no show of Hellenism. (d) It was oustomary to 'foifm urdens and cement
compacks batwaaﬁ trm_. various cities by appeals To these native deities, bsf
celebrating ri¥es te the patron gods of both oities or to one chosen by ‘both
parties. The deities were aladmid& witnesses to the compack. (e)
Then after the entrsnce of Rome on the sbage of the nistory of Asia Mimor
there arises the Meperor cult. The stabewnen avd Mperors of Rome rmogntzﬁd' that
& religious bond was the most relicble, and nowhere was this 80 true as in Asia.
Thus by means ¢f a common cult they sought to-i}imi together their lnpire. T}ﬁ.s. e
elded by an already existent desire Jox xeﬁ'g«;-,ians undby in the Province, n-m"nﬁzed.
tc some s#tent.u;der the Pergamenian kings. Therefore when Pergamm beyueathod \ihe
country to the Romans a uimii#z 1ink of union was louked foz, though ﬁms'allouw:i\\
nuch freedom in he mabtexs (2) Suyrna et the example in I96 B.C. by worshipping
Itha power of Rome which ofher oitlea so;-ied. In these enyly Hf-agaa Rme ciid not %
interfera, in fast Augustus discouraged it. (g) dbout 28 B.O. the fire% tmple cf \\.,
the Caepar cult was ergcted at Pergamum. (h) As the first cenbury advanced the
cult developed 'mps.diy. Yow .‘the Bporors were made 'ini:a gods and had been i:@mtif!ed
with the loocal gods of Asia. Thue a synthesls was effected hetween the R.nm éystw.
and the older oults of Asla. (1) In the practice of Ehe uoasr cuit Oriental magic
was used in causing myaterious fire to appear, premably from heaven, ajd by !

ventriloauism, making it seem as 1f the sftabues spoke. ()

) (a} LeBCa P 3% . : . I
(b) " B If4. i B * o
(0) 8.0. G. Ee Be o) . v "

(d) L8.Ca Fas igi. : i A,

(e) ® e Iia =t ; 0L 32
(£) 2  yps i85~ na._ v : - 8
@ 1 onEn

Pe 2 a 3
{3). - » Pe 383

(j‘ i P TG0,
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The cloge of the fizst conbwry and the sarly years of the second saw those
changes which led to the deoline and gradual downfsll of the Caesar worship. It
was but s hollow sham; it sought to stimulate a bond of union in a person, which
vas well, but inatead of allowing fhabt person to show his worth and power of -
pe:sonalltf, it wolstered uwp his wesknens by an assumed deliy. And as Rome was .f:he
Bopire of the world in the first Iceﬂhn‘y-, ac ie Brivein the Enpire of today. We -
apply the same principle of making the unity of the varicus parks ¢f the impire
cenbre in = loyalty %o a common sovereign, bubt withowt that vhich proved =6
disactrous in the Imperer cult of Rome in the Asiutic provinces;- zoom ;‘e__s.-allcxad
for the full play of ret only the differences in Thought and religiom of \ﬁritain‘ls

: subjects, but alse in the personalily of the Joverelgne \"\I

Prineipally tﬁmugh the preaching of St. Taul Christianity enbered &sia:r.,‘and
at the elose of bthe fpostolic dge iphesus might eamily he termed the he_a&qnaf#grs
of the faith. Jervesalen nad fallen and Rome hed no€ yeb ascuned any great p:w;@mﬁ.
True, Clement had wriltten a lefier to Coxinbh concerning theis irregulurities l&lﬂi
dispubes bub more im %he tone of eshorbabion frem o sisber chureh, and not axs; i

possessing any greutet aubhority. (a) On the other hand, Fphesus seems to have b\g&ln
the home of Sb. John after A.D. Y0 as well as the headguarters of 8k. Andrew and

other members of the Apostolic College. (b) Various chureh councils were held in

‘I;..

Asla from time to time ot Ephesus, Sardis, Lavdicea and Wicaea. (o) Christianity
rowinally prevailed until the time of the Ottoman kingdem when Hphapmedenism arose

alongside of it and together they have existed, but mot thrived, ever since. (4)

RSN - %*f

W have already noted the effects of the Fag;un religions on the Caenar worship,
but whet was thelr effect on Chrietlanity T DIQ they conbribubte anybhing to the
Christian faith? They combributed 1ittie of Importance but « study of comparative
religions will disclose similar featvres in both. Many converts cuame over to
Christianity from Paganiem and breught with them the manmer of thought inm which

they had been hreught up. This they cuickly sgplied to their new belief. ThereZars

{(a} Clarent’ ’Epinsle to the Corinthnians” che i & vii.
BaBaC Pe e
(b) Q8.3 Es ERELV. 3
Criktwell Lit, Hist. Eaxly Chrighianity? po Hde \
Purves P?M “‘qat(}liﬁ' ﬁ-ﬁﬁ Fe 1051 ..'\
{ﬁ} BeCale Peo 2 & IL. g . P’\\
(d} " Ee 3. ' e ¥
(E\’ TalS-c. PD' Iﬁa -~ IW--?




_ 18,
they epeak of Miatian Iirst.:er:les and their writings are full of referemoes
to the heathen-cults and practices. (a) Two of these were Ignatius and Justin
Martyr, However while Lightfoot's estimation (b) of Ignatius' mentien of the

nysteries may be too marrow, (¢} on the obther hand Ramsey's statement is %o

be somewhat quesﬂom. He says "To Igna_tiua thete lies in the term a certain
element of power. To him the "mysteries® of the faith would have keen very
insufficlently described by suck 2 coldly seientific defimition as revealed
$ruths": such abatract lifoless terms were to him, as in Col. ii. 8, mere
"philosophy and vaiu deceit™. The "mysteries"were living, powerful realities,
things of 1;fg-thut could move the heart and will of men and remake their

nature. He usaﬂ the term, I venture to think, in a similar yet slightly differemt
sense frem Paul, who employs it frequently™. (@) But while Ignatius may have
been a haathm and 8t. Faul a Jew before conversion, is it not possible that
both use thﬁ__word in exactly the same sense as an illustretion? And again Ignétius
m& have been ﬁpr.a familiar with the mysteries,but the style and ciroumstances
are very di#far_pnt frem that of S6. Paul. The conception id the same, only
lgnatiue deﬁg?s with it more fully.

(a) Le8sC. p. I58 ~mIBQ,
(b) Light foot "Epistles of Ignatius" "To the Trallians®.

(@) L.8.Cs Po I -~ Ig%.
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THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF ASIA.

To meven cities of this Provinse of Asia St. John addresses letters at the
commencement of his Apocalypse - Ephesus, Smyrna, Fergamum, Thyatira, Sardis,
Philadelphia and Lacdicea. '

First we must consider how this choice was made. It wmight he supposed that
these Churches were those that had been under his own direct care and supervision;
or that he had had more to do with these Churohes in eome way by intimecy or by
virtue of his Apostolic effice. But while this might be true of Fphesus it willa
not apply to the resb. His tone is that of Apostolic authority, but inm no lebtter
is there smy partioular prdfezame as if he were writing to a select cirele of
friends; but rather he Teproves and exhorts his readers to watoh against the gloth
and falwe % eaching and practices which were fast coming upom thems (a) Again, he
says, "Send it unto $he Seven Churches whioh are in Asia®. Evidently, them, this

some obher = '
-.source, and the phrase "‘%ﬂ

choice is not original but borrowed from B
Seven Churches" is a ready made ezpression. (b) *

Nor are th&; chosen for their rank and importamce; for then Troas, Cyzious
and Magnesig would have figured im the list. The first three, Ephesus, Smyrna,
and Pergamum were the first cities of Asia, but on the other hand Philadelphia
and Thyatira were small places and had no Yamk at all. (¢) YNor can the selsction
be made frem the standpoint of important ecclesiastical centres for then Colossae
would have fouhd & place ae a church with whioh 8t. Faul had communicated - hence
a centre of sﬁme importunse. (d) Tralles and Magnesia seem to have been churches
of some standing in the succeeding generation when they sent delegates to greet
Ignatius en his way to Rome. (¢) Another hypothesis that they are chosen to repmesent
districts of the Frovince proves equally untegablee (£) One might think such a
choice is made with a view to even disbribution over the Province. But,instead,
we find they rom. a group comparatively close togebther, well within the westerm
portion of the Province. (g)
(a) L.8.Cs p. I76 = I77."
() " p.I78.
() # p. 18I - Is2.
(¢&) pe IY78.
() Ign. "To the Tralliams" & *To the Magnesians".

(f) TL.8 Cs pe I8I.
(E) bid ps 188,
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Bub :ln-:raality the solution is not difficult to find. If we bub take the
order in which the cities are named, we find they are successive principal poimts
along a cireular road around the most importamnt part of the Provinces They are
named in theorder in which a courier landing at Ephesus would come to theme So it
wou'ld seeam that the Seven Churches formed a postal route for emcyclical letters
to the whole Christian Gmu'ch._. EFach of thess Seven cities would form a distribubing
point for a whole districti- Ephesus for the Meande? and Cayst er valleys; Lacdicea
for the Lycus valley, Phrygia and Fastern Caria; Smyrna and Sardis for the vallgy
of the Hermus; Philadelphia for Upper Lydia; while Pergamum and Thyatira would each
have a portion of Mysia as large as the district of the Seven Churches itself. (a) .
However in this explanation there are a mumber of difficulties;- Troas ﬂn&s a place
in a secondary route; Northern and eastern Fhyygia do not seem to be properly
provided for; Carla does not fit in a segondary circuit very well; and while Magnesia
and Tralles are important cenmbres on the road, they are omitteds In reply it shumid
be recognized that any system would possess difficulties if overlupping of messengers
m retracing of steps ia to be avoided, and in the case of Tralles and Magnesia,

a ﬁz‘gssanger of the secondary woubte would reach them long before the primary measenger
(b) and it is possible that if he were a resident of Easbtern Asia, he would go
from Laodicea to his own home and s0 never come Ghere ab all.

There was a considerable resemblance between the Seven Churches. The geographicai
features of each were very similar - sach being overlooked by mounbtains and clome to |
a small river. Their characteristics were alike and very superficial; they all
‘struggled for first place among the cities of Asia, and they rivalled one another
in devotion to the Emperor cult and in buildings. The Church in eaeh place had much
the same features and problems; the same difficulties; the Jews and Nicolaitan hetasyl
confront allf though the former is. only mentioned in two letters and the latter in
three. (e)

The two great hostile forces with which they had to contend wq_;g__}_; the Imperial
cult and the Wicolaitan heresy. However these, especially the former, are not expressly
mentioned in every letter. The Caesar worship was to Sty John the very Antichridt
usurping to itself the dominamt rule of the kingdom of heaven. (d) Rival philosophies
and heathen cults might exist side by side and acknowledge each other, bubt Christisnity
admits of no peer or equal, ."It,)s not a comparative religion, bubt a superlative.

And the whole Apooalypse (affer chapter iii) deals with this very thing:- the struggle

of Christianity with the Emperor cult,
®

(a) LeSeCe po ISLs (b) LeSeCo po I8 = ISG. (d) LeS.C. p. 20I.
ABede Pe Iviiie. (C) 8 Pe 200.
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In the Letters the Nicolaitan heresy finds a greafter place than the Caesar

cultt. But for this the Letters might never have been written. If forms the chief
theme and concerning it great warning and condemnation is given, while little
is sald, except indirectly and in a oryptic mammer, of the Imperial religion. (a)
Now concerning this Nicolaitan heresy there has been much conjecture and discussion
but almost all agree on the main points. Irenaeus says that the sect was founded
by Nicolas, the prosylyte of Antioch, one of the Seven deacons of Acts vi. Evidemtly
the Nicolaltans made some claim %o Hicolas as their founder and Irenasus took il
too lightly, for it is not probable that Nicolas lapsed so seriously from the faiths (b)
Ewald .also‘ ncles the significance of the fact that Wicolas is mentioned last in the
number of the Deacons just as Judas holds the last pluce in the lisb of the Apodtles.
But no conclusive argument may be drawn from this. (¢) Tertullian and Clement of
alexandria algo mention this sect. Clemsnt denies the statement that Nicolas was
responsible for its origin, as also do the dpostolic Constitutions. (d) Bub it s
also to be noticed that these writers are of the second and third centuries, déaling
-wiﬁh contemporazry sécts; and that as we do not hear of them in the meantime, it
would seem as 4f the Nicolaitans of St Johnds day and those of the second oenmufy
were altogether distinet. What is more than likely is that the later body acted in
accorgd with other Gnostic sects, who taug.ht that matter,being evil,was created Wy
a Demiurge, in opposition to the supreme God, whose servants were those portrayed
as righteous in the Soriptures. Therefore teo take the name of one who disobeyed
or opposed the God of the Bible was to them an homour. So they called themselves
Ophites, Cainites etc. So possibly the sect in question took this opprobrious
name as one they found so treated by St. Johm, or by Christ through St. John, and

therefore oﬂeb-fhey aould use themselves with pride.(e)

(a) L.8.C. p. 20I.
(b) C.E.8.C. P 87,
Izen. i. 86+ 30 ;
(¢) Ewald "Cesoh. des ?elkas Israel « vol 3. ps I7G.
C.EeB:0s Pe 87 note.
(d) " ‘B 87 .
Tert« "De Fraesc. Haer." 46.
Clement of Alex. "Strom."ii. 20.
Ap‘o CUnBt- Vil 8»-
(e) C.FeS:eCe ps 86 = 88.
Cruttwell "Lit. Hiet. of Barly Christiamity™. p. 2287,
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Another theory held by the Tubingen sohool is that the Wicolaitams sre the
Pauline Christians in the Johamnine Age. This theory like the amtimomianm Gmostic
places great stress on the differences of beaohing of the two apestles. St. Paul
was but 1ittle knowan in person to hbel of the province; phesus was the only
plage im which we have w mﬂad;e of his residing for any length of time, while
other plases he Bever vislted of merely passed through on his missionary jourasys.
Twenty-five years or muha& pow passed and other spostles meanwhile settled in
;ga, ‘in and avound Ephewus, so that the memory ¢f the gu-s apoatls to the Gentiles
was semevhad dliumed by Sime, i 85, Joby Sakes Sksiylase in theix affections. Yet
if the Tubingen theory is correct thie cannot have beem 0, but ameng certain
Chrigtians the Apostle Paul's memory would have been kept green and his teaching
opposed to that of St. Jobm. (a) But mowhere in the New Testament do we find apostlses
denying esoh other's authority, but rather Paul and John gave one amother "the right
hand of fellowship®, recognising the unity of the Church and the equality of their
apostolie omgu; |

On comsideration 1% would seem that the Nicolaltans were mot a sect but rather
& party in tha Church. While the BW' Letbers are mot o0 figurative in language as
the rest of tha Mwalmn, ﬁm nmmzm sxpressions do oscur. {h)m 2 study
of the words mui ra:ardiug this patty rmll ‘the u&m to which Eobrw and Gresk
mingled in thq ﬁgu_l #Apostles mind. m we find ihyt_t_ho two names "Nicolaitens"
and*Balasu® have the same meaning, i.e. "Destroyers of the people”. The Ficolaitans
then will be thtu who comtrived to tempt tha yﬂ;la te the same sins as those %0
which Balasm tmﬁﬁ Isrm From the Bnok of Wuombers we learn that this sin wag |
the eating of meats ;aﬁnﬁ to idels and ,ﬁ!ﬂlﬂaﬁ-lpn. '

"The NMicolaitans, then, or Balaamites, are those who, after the pattera of

Balasn's sin, sought to introduce ® false freedom, the freedom of the flesh imto
the Chmroh of God.*(b) It was an sffort at nly:w,tn betwesn the Christism Churph
and the Mn of 't'hs Counoil of Jerusalem on '-#'ﬁe'm ha&;; ‘and the Pagan mysteries
on the other. (a} Ther mm thad mmm nigat wmg o the Pagan olubs
{a) A.8.J. p.. 1xed - :umn.

Cruttwell "Lit. Hist. of Barly Christianity® p. saer.
(of s.c.0f p. 64,

l.S.J- 'Po 1“"!

C.E.8.C. pa B‘ w. ._ L\
(o) L.8.C. p- 168 & 269, | i



24.

withows in any =Gy fepouncing or wting gombrary te thetr faibh. Paul hed made

soms concession Ho vhe i‘mmmm- which posaibly had been also ocarried oub in

the cities of Asia to the effect that they might ek whatooever was et before

them "asking no question for comacismne aake”. But the extreme perty were mot
satisfied with this ms grgued thed as slmost all feasts were held in commeotion
with pegan saorificial rites they vere deprived of the soofal 11fe of their
seumunity, ond thelr alcofness wwuld fnour the hatred and contempt of their Tellow
cifizens, And sueh belng the omes, they would argwe *ihat goud cen ve det® or

*How oan we bring the infinenve of Christianity to bear on these pepplet®

Buk where the great dangsr ¢sme im was in the comneption of the fdol feests

and formlestion. The jdul feasta of Balagn's dsy vesulfed in imsorsiity. The gsouncil
of i‘am.m- coupled the twe togebher, and now S8, Juhm, knowing the lcose moral
conditions of the heathea world of his day, lovked on i6 - to say the least - with
fonr and wisgiving. Acocrdingly be warns ageinst it and condesme it. (a) On this
point Rameey tends to smniradict himself. In one place hesseys,*The historian who
looks pask over the past will find it hord tu coundenn the Mieolaltan prinpiples

in o0 strorg and even bigoted fashion ae 3. John condemnecd then®,(Whiibile elsewhere
we rend®in 5is sonfliet with the Wicoleivans $he ¥siter sas sever betrsyed ixbo mere
blind opposition to thew; he never refecied thelr views from mere hatred of thoze
who held them; he teok the wider vies whioh wibraced everything that was right and
trus {n the prineiples of $he Hloclaitans - and there was a good deal that was
*ightly theught and well sald by them - together ﬁt}x z whole worid of thought #hich
Shey had no eves to see. Iu the seven Letters he repestedly gives marked enphesis
to the prinmoiple, whioh the Meolaitans rightly meintained, that the Christians
should be a feres in ;-:ho werid, movlding it gradually to 2 Christian model. Heve smd
everywhore throughout the letters the writer is found Yo be relterating one thowght,
*gge how muoh hekter the true ehernal Chureh does everyihing than any of the false
prebenders and cpronents gan @ thas®. If the language of the Seven Lebters fo @
be thought "oizotoed and abrong® we koow this Boanergse well encugh o make due
allowanve, bub surely e csanst sxpest §iis old sposkle to oit meekly by while others
advoosted praotives whivh he by bls lomg osporieboe in both Jewish and Genbile

{a) A.8.3. p. 1xzv - lzxvi.

{®) L.8.C. p. 360
(6} *  pe 580 ~ 383+
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Christianity, knew vomld quﬁé- the wery wndolng of the Chureh of his beloved
Mester. Besides, surely nlbd grant to 8. Johm tha® tolerance and imsight
whieh comes with old age. Iﬂ‘ by "strong and bigoted terme® fhe defenders of
the Bivelatfan omm mlm, they mey be right, for the Apostle would
ges no reawon for §% bub Wd--plm gpeak his mind.

In ail probability the Hoolaifken controversy wes woze keeuly felt and
waged 1n Asia than in any othez pasé of the Empire. Heve the Pagsn system was
entrenched sizengly in 'u.néw w#aﬁia marmer thax 10 other parle, wnd here
alse the conbending fulthe were mere clowely brtmiit togethet, the one exerting
& woclsl pover w the obher a spiritunl, over ¥he seople of the Tand. The
principal adhersuis of the Ficolaltan pardy wers those of the bigher snd mere
wealihy classes o wbom seeial standing mesnt g, Mong the pocrer vlasses it
sould not bo so mush h'-wi&ma, as swoial affairs and wake faliﬁu would have
but 1itile cencscn foz them. {a) : ;

Thus the Niopluitam psrty wes not that of the trus followers of 8%. Paul.
Rather they were Pasudo-Paulists wio took the tosching of that grest Mpostle of
1iberty and made it a disterted curse. In all probabivity they appealed So Nis
sritings and quoted them, it %o w8y be sertatn if St. Faul hed Jived to witnese
1ts growth thab he wonld bave bews the Fhick %o Rave Yesisted the movement. Indeed
it had commenved just before the clese of Ms Xife, fur we have it spoken sgsinst
in I Peber and ¢ Jude. (b) ,

However the Nicolaibans had made bub Iittle hesdway, and it ia dowbbful if
they over dide. The Churoh seems to be ¥oldlag its own,in most of the Seven vitiss
where uwch is comuended. The warning sems to be sgainst settiing down into a
formal uaterialism, as the¥s are evidenses that $his is beginming to Sake place
. in Byhesus and more partiouiariy in Savdis and Laudioea. (¢) The Jesfsh faotion in
the Church combimued %o ghve a 1it¥le trouble buk they were not dangerous fo the
falth smd fowght in W vawse, for the rifh bebween Chrisbiamdly end Judeiss
was ever wideslng and tie Jewleh Christisss were either abaorbed inte the Gertike
Chriatian body of lepsed inio Bdomiem or bk jube Judslem. (@)

{a) L.8.0. p. 288,
o s
LeS.8e po 546,

{e) &.8.J. e lma
(4) Purves *The dpostolie Age" p. I88.
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THE SEVEN LETTERS.
! The writer of the Apocalypse mmn his book - after the Introductory
ohapter - 3n the form of & letter to these Seven Churohes. Thon after the third
shapter he takss wp = purely spocalyptic form. Thus apoaalyptioc is the primary
nature of the work, but the eplstolery portion af the beginnimg is not =ithout
some purposs. The ouetomary mode of writing ab this Sime, sepeoially among
Giristians was by lettors. Thiz 15 evidenced by the Tylotles of the Wew Tontement
« thoss of Panl, James and Peter, Jude and even of John himmelf. &b other periods
of 1iterasy hWistory the form of dialegues or formal trestimes would have been the
nOre @anxlg‘ke atyle, 6.5 Adeschylus and Ivelan; Flako and Cfoete. Bub at this
time it was lebbers. 1€ wae im this form that Pliwy Iu the sesular world gave ferth
his weitings. (a) But the Christian SGhetdhuusdd this melled even more than sthers.
Leétters had the personal toueh that obher forms had nel, and one great Qam:lex
%o the Church in every peried of its history ims been, aud s8ill is teday, the
resognition of ite unity, thet the Body ef which Christ is the Head was not merely
the congregation of Wphesus or any other looality but "the Holy Church Througoss
all the worid®. The congregation or Church that forget this soen begun %o bescme
parrow in 184 viowas and losing pip® of 482 fewe objects, deteriorsbed. Latters
gent by one Chureh to manother kept up Shis unity of spirit and 1ide besides developing
Christian thought and dootrime in an harsonfous manne?, by keeping cheok on loeul
opinton, and bringing all into conformity with the faith “onos delivered to the saints.(d)

Again, 5t. Johs wag not satisfied wﬁa & nevely Apocalyptis form. He wished to
get irte personal toush with hia readers. Therefore ke sddresses the seven represcntative
ohutches one by one at the beginning of his bock. (o) Them having ensured the individual
attenticn, he goes on %o hie uo‘uﬁgo in gensral.

In the Reman Bnpire there wes no regular postel aysten sush as is common todey.
Proe, Augustus imawgutated an Imperial service but ihie was for the purpose of
conveying despatches of Imperial and offielal busiuess. (d) With the advent of good
toads and smﬁa::«:ﬁ fruvelling fomilities sui profackion, nevowdile compunies made
postal axrauganants of their gen, Havin

-alaves and oiher ewployess of their own
for the putpsse. (e) The Publicent assseiatiuma had theid o¥n mensenger system to

(a} L.8.T B e
ib} b Fe 31 "
{e) * _p. 3%
(‘” " ¥e Iﬂ.



£V

convey messages belween the oapital and various paris nt the m:a and had &

special dspariment for ‘the purpose. Thintabellaril, as these messengers were oalled,
- knew all the best zowtes aml_ their movements were recorded =0 Ihat 1t was knows

shere each mut a untatrit'tiﬁs and when he would be avallable for a new srrand.
. The sarly w é@mtu letters and travel to thelr own needs. (a) A% first the
letiera mm; m by anyome journeying to the plase o which the letter was addmessed
or by & ymm ulwtul. rm- the purpose. émong these wers Epaphroditne, ﬁnﬂm _
and Bilas, vhe dsl‘&tﬁ'ﬂ many af the New Testament Epickles. The first known Christian
Epistle was sarried by O%. Pawl. (b) These early messengers would do their work
voluntarily, but afer a while with the grosth of the Chusah probably & regular
organisation was provided for $he purpose vith pald wesssngers. (4)

The lettors were ussally written by the Bishop 62 ths Chwroh and sent to. tie
Bishop of the Chureh fo whom the letter was addressed, Sho Bishops aoting as the
representatives of their M&m. {d) Provision for tha;hoaiiuxtr of visiting
or Yravelling mesaengers would also be wade by the Bishops. Thus in xll probability
at the end of the firet century when the Aposalypse wus wéitten the nessenger system
of the (:)m:ch hu.d beocue wn ﬁumm in yxmaen fox better fravel and lwa@&tuuty\. (e)
bhern, ke woat of ‘the Her Tewamert Upleties, are Viteraryin
;emmm and mam' are more unlike tha *trul® type than the others. The 1iterary
form takes the mmo of & iterary composition. (f) These letters wers not intended

for any pmsuim Foreon or congregation. The epistle is merely the form whichthis
litprature taku in tlmmm its expresaion. This ie furthermore indicated by the
conolusion of the xm lettor which breake mmh the individual guise, !ot The
seoond half of ¥i» letter to Lacdicea im the form of an epilogue o the Scun,
mruag that She varlous letters are mot merely iutended for the Church addressed,

but tha$ im realsty thq ars a. mw writhen %0 211 Churohes, in all time {g)
=-¥%c whom it ERY censern®- as am Rxm_tha mm«a Ena or the Church just
hdou tho zm of ﬁhs M!‘&ﬂ m ﬁh&lﬂ 8 :\-;_?Mﬁ- £n) ﬁﬁsiu 2& every letter -

! .{M .' _' p. 33;--@: 33 - (£]  *  .p. 38 - 56
“(e) -. : p.--ﬁa.--- - DRSNS L o 45,

{s) mm "o m mmw K83 e 4.
Shephierd of Hermas "Visions® ii. 8. e.x.a.:. ¥ a7 - 28.
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4he words ocour "He that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit saith to the
Churches®. (a) Or to use the words of Grotius,"Sub earum nomine tacite comprehendit
et alias Feolesias quia earum status et qualitaben ad séptem quasi genera possunt
revocari, quorum exemplum pracbent illae Asiaticae™. (b) On the literary form of the
letters Ramsay fittingly remarks,®It is a remarkeble fact that tThe more definite
and personal and individual those old Christian letters are, the more vital and full
of guidance are they to all readers. The individual letters touch life most nearly;
and the 1ife of any one man or Church appeale most intimately to all men and all
Churches". (o)

The question of the Aubhorship, Date and Place of Writing of the Seven Letfers
18 of course bound up with the rest of ti}e Apocalypse, of which they form an inbtegral
parts A lengthy discussion of these problems would thersfore be oub of pluce hems,
especially in view of the fact that the opinions of the Fathers and Comuentabors are
very varied. Bubt from these three chapters of the Apocalypse we may find. evidsm;a
of some value, which, while it may be objected that the part is wot equal Yo the
whole and as such is of emall worth, yebt it will mupport tho mest universally
accepted and reliable theory.

Assuming with Sweil':; and Ramsay that the wrifer wgs the Apostle St. John, we (a)
£ind the Seven Letters wihll bear out this conclusion. He declares himself %o be John.(e)
There are atr least five men of this name in the New Testament as well as John the
- Elder, spoken of by Fapias. (£) But the very plainness of the title seems to poimt to
the Apostle as any of the others would have been almest certain to have added a
further distinguishing sppellation. (g) Again he is one who knew the conditions of :
Asia well by long residence in that province. (h) If St. John came to Ephesue about.
A.D. 70 and lived to the times of Trajan as tradition affirms, he well fulfils this
conditiqﬁ. (1) His tone is one of absolute authority which stanps it as undoubtd;uy
Apostelic. Wo man, even if he wrote the Leok under a pseudonym, would assume sudh
a privilege as we find here. (j) And this aubhority is not merely that of his

commission zs an Apostle, but that of the Head oi the Asian Church. (k)

e o e e e i

(a)' C.E-S_.'C. Pe g0 (h) LeS.C, Ie Tde
L-S.’J_.' Le &8 (i) GoSede Pe Xxxiv.

(b) C.E.89.C po 50 () L.S.Ce po 47, (3) LeSeCe peo 75 & 79 ~ 8I.
Gro:ﬁius- (k} LeBeCe Po &6l.

(d) A:S.Js  7pe clxxxv.
LeSeCe Pe 79 = 81,
(d) Apoc. i. 4 & 9.
(£) A¢S.Js  pe elxxv - clxxvi.
(g} CeEeSe (s Pe 2 - 3.
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The Date of the Apocalﬁ;se is usually placed in the closing years of the

reign of the Fmperor Domitian - 90 = 96 A.D. (&) On the other hand, Hort, Wesbcott

and Light foot, three of the great ninebeenth cembury commentators, place the dates
about the time of the death of Nero = 68 = 70 A.D. (b) However,weighty though these
authorities are for the Neromic date, Irenaeus,Busebius and Clement of Alexandria,

as well as Origen and Viotorinus, all support the Domitianic date. And inmternal
evidence from the opening chapters of the Apooalypse will support this view. The
conditions of Asia Minor are considered as being different from what they were & the
days of St. Paul, as pictured in the days of the Acts or the Fpietles to the Fphesians
and Colossians. If we date the Fpistle to the Fphesians between 62 and 64 A.D.,
' there is no time in six years for any such great change to have taken place. (c¢)

But we find deterioration at Fphesus and lukewarmness at Laodicea, which would requise
about twemty or thirty years to come about. The Nicolaitan heresy has had time to come
into being and develop. Ad already nobticed this could hardly have happened within
such a short téme after the death of St. Paul.: (d) The letters are addressed to " he
Seven Churches" which is evidently an understood designation of a Christian postal
route. These postal arrangements need time for development and the term would take
time to become widely known and uaderstood.

The Apocalypse was apparently writtén on the isle of Patmos. (@) Why the Seer
was banished thither we do not know. But amid the harsh conditions of his deportation
the mystic Apcét.la rose above his external surroundings. He was enabled to meditabe
upon his own eventful career and look into the fubture to behold in visions the history
&f the C\hu:’chea which had been entrusbed to his care. Banished from taking an active
part in the affairs in Asia, he could still think about them and reflect on their
coming years, when there was embrusted to him the succeeding visions oi’ the Apocalypse
amid the scenery of Patmos, which revelation he was to communicate to those whom it
concerned and whom he loved. Away from Greek thought and language the early Hebrew
training of the Apocalyptist comes to light - hence the Hebrew imagery and mould of
thought. (£) In consideration of this we find an answer to Westcott's objectioh{g)
that as the Greek of the Gospel is so superior to that of the Apooalypss, th&re{ore
there is a difference of two decades in bheir dates. St. John learned Greek 1a$a in
life and in old age would aasizy lapse into his own native tongue and manner ofﬁmught
if away from Greek surroundings. The result of his work would bs either ca.triad f‘n\l
Asia by a messenger or else takem by himself on his return. (h) It is aleo prob&lle\

that it was not glven its final form till after the exile, as the matarial :Eacilit\ies\

%! '\
e ~

for writing would be scarce in Patmos, especially to ome inm exile. (1)

(&) A:8.3. p. dntzs () g-g-f}- P ;;1-"- ' (g) a Sud.
3 7 - olde e P. s A
(B) " p. eiii. Purves Apost.Age. pe 241 & 246y, o P’clm;oi
Hort I Feter p. 2. : (d) Page 23. (1) 3 * P 8 ‘--;3\_
G.S.J, p. 1xxxvi = 1xxavii.  (e) Le8.C. p. 90. \ B 90
Lightfoot Colossians p 4I.  (£) %  p. 86 & 90. _ Y \

" Biblical Fesays P. 52. 3
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" In the plan and literary form of the letiers there is great similarity. The

- writer opens each with an address stating to whom the letter is sent and describing
some feature of the Author.Himselfihe never mentions. Each of the deseriptions used
in the letters is approprﬂgg:e to the church addressed and forms a part of the
general description contained in Apoc. I. I2 = I8. (a) Then in five out of the seven
follows the mhmation "L know thy works® followed by the mention of other nualibies
according to the Chureh addressed. He new proceeds to the subjeot matter of the
letber which is present conditions and their outcoms, at the same time warning,
exhorfing or commending as he thinks mecessarye. (b) The literary form which he uges
is that of comparison and contrast. He takes some characteristic by which he describes
the enemy he has in mind and applies it to the Divine Author, the Church, or the
Christian. He recognizes the power of the adversary but always sees them deprived
of that might which is transfersed to Christianity and its Zollowers. The form of
conclusion in all 1s allke - it ocnsists of a claim for attention and a promise.

The demand for attemtion - "He that hath ears to hear let him hear what the Spirit
saith to the Churahea“- is the same in each. (¢) In the first three they occur before
the final promise; in the four last, they come after. This change cannot be without
some reason - possibly a difference made uwawittingly by the writer as he passed
from the letters addressed to the more important cities of Ephesus, Smyrna and
Pergamum to the less renowned four. (d) They are evidently a recurrence of the Lord's
werde as recorded in the gospels and are used again in Apoe. xziii. The meaning seems
to be thal only the man to whom God has given His Spirit will be able to underskand
the hidden meaning of the Seven Letters, (e) applying to the Apocalypse in general
and to the message and warning of the letters in particular. The promise in each
case 1s different and is adczresaed,_ like the opening words, partly to the Chriatians
¢f the city and still more to the members of the universal Church. (f)

Thus the Seven Letters are symmetrical in form. All contain, - I. The writers
command and authority from the Author. 2. A distinguishing mark of the Christ.
&« The Message. 4. A Promise, and 6. & summons to attention. The same order is

observed in all, save thal the Promise and the Warning are reversed in the four last.(g)

(a) L.S.C. p. 197 - I98.
(b) " P Isg - 200,
(e) " p. 204 - 205.
(@) "  p.206.= 200,
c.E.S.C. p-90 b o 91!
(e) " p.9L.
(£) L.S¥C. po 205 - 2086,
{g} G.E.8.0. P 67 - 68.



They alao seem to fall into groups. Ephesus and Sardis are axamplen of chemgs
and deterioration; the farmei has a chance of recovery; the lstter ig in o state of
living death. Swyrra and Thiladelphia are nore free from blame than the rest and
receive a dsg:a; ©of praise. Tergamum and Thyatira have been wore affected by Hicelaitans
ioe: and the Imperial power than the rest and are rremised evemtual victory. Lascdicea,
apukt from the rest geographically, stands alome, rejected for ite “lack of in&tiaﬂvegf)

The style and language of these letiers is simple. 5% John ohooses the cormon
ianguage of the people. He disvegards ruies of grammar, for altiwugh he uses the form
of letbers aa.a literary deviee, =bill his inbention is not %o conpese & stundard
work of highly wrought 1iterature, bub o remoh the psoples He only vonsidered the
importance of s nessege, and £vs ofiect en the Xives of his rsaders, snd therelore
used the form, atyle and language wiich sould best Beash theme ()

There is not s0 pueh symbolise used in the Juven Letters of the vpening chgpbors
as there is in the reet of tihe Apvoalypse. 1t is wwever found ¢ some a:s.eﬁb in thts.
general setting as well ao in the indlvidual lebters. Though much of this symbolia is
now obsoure v us 41 would a1l be evident to the triginal readers of the book. is the
book was wriiten with certadn readers expressly in mind, the figures vsed are cush
as they would rsadﬁ; undersbaml, and so parteke of the pature of alther conventional
Christian symbelisn or ave swdh s would appeal %0 the minds of converts from Paganim.éc}
The Mpoozlyptiat repressnts the Head of the Chureh as having visited the varjous
Christian centres and viewing their cenditlon, and now as sending %o them & report
with warnings and commendbiona. (4)

The symboliam of the general inﬁ-ﬁ'amtxcn %0 the Letters all centres sround the
nunber Seven. The Seven Spivite; the Seven Chwrehen; the Heven Condlesticks; the '
Seven sngels; and the Seven Stira. The mumbsr Seven denotea in Seripture completeness
being the covenant mmber, cu; combinubicn of Shrees and Jour, representing God ami
the world respetively. (e) The Seven Spirits fail into a claus by themselves au
Tepresenting the cumpleteness of the gifts of the Holy Ghostk. (7} Phe Seven Cundle~
sbioks are representative of the Seven Chutohes, aud She Stars correspond to the
Seven Ingels. (g} Thua we have w picture of the Universe. The Churches and the
(a) D.E:;‘:é. pa Oie |

LofioCle po 307,

88.J. Do ROV
{bv)} L.9.0. p. 209,

(a) .- = p. U0 - 51 & 8%.
(a) 4.8.J. p. soiv.

(e} v o 4.

( ©C.2.8.C.p. %0 ~ 64.

(f} L Fe Be
{E} L.8.r. s G2,



8.
Candlesticks are 1 eartih; in the courts of heaven these find their aount erpart
~in the Angels and Stars. (a) Above all is the throme of God and the Boly Ghost that
"doth his sevenfold gifts imyart®. Phe Seven Churches,as we have already noted, $band
for the Christian Church in dela, whioh in turn represents the Universal Chureh.(b)
The Candlesticks aze seven sspurate lavyastands, b eie wilth seven bruuwches ss was
that of the Tabernacle. The signdficance of this i that the Jewish Church was ne;
the Christian Chureh 1o aloe one, but yeb many; ite centre ie not mexXely in one
place as was That of Judalam in Jerusalem, vut "wherever iwe or three are mel tougebher®
izt His Mome, there Qhwist had promised liis'premmez ) and "whore Jesus is thave is
the Catholic Churoh® (4) Moreover the Candlestick represemts the (fmureh as the bmér
ef the 1ight she derives from her Head who 1s the Light d: the Forld.be)

The seven Stare and the seven Angels are more diffieoult figures to interprdb. The
question seems to be,"Are the Angele carthly or heavenly Belnge?" Some, e.g,'frsmh_,
take 1t that the Angels are the Blshops of the Churches. They find an cbjeotion to
taking the usual merning of the term ®angel® in the mot that the Angel comes to Le
identified with his Chureh in its failings and sins. Therefore they comolude they must
be peraons in the Churoh and if so who but the Bishops? (f) In support of this they
bring forward - gerkainly imareati;r -~ Polycary as bishop of Smyrua fulfilling the
conditions of the commendsbory address te the Angel of Smyras, (g) comparing this
with the denmunviatory tone of the putior h:._ Yhe Angel of Laodices whom they eclaim to
be the Arohippus reproved al an earlier date by 8%. Faul. () But this argumnat for
Fpiscopwoy ie not well. founded, for they only assume Lhat Polycarp was Bishop of
Smyrna ot this time, and quote ue suthority for archiypus epizcopady atb Lacdices, a
dooumer$ zs late s the third century, vis. the Apcsbolic Constitutions. (i) Horeover
if ve oxamine the writer's use ef the sord Tangel® in the following chapters of the
A;enaaly:psa we dnvarisbly find that a heavamly. being is referred to. (J) Nowhere do
we find Bishops spoken:of ae Angels, which Yaot Trench admits. (k) Agein in angwer to

‘a) L.8.0. P a7, ch) CuaBe8.0 Te Igs.

(b} ¥ B &{}’I??,Ig?’ & 200. . (1, Eighﬁfont Gﬁl“ima- Be 288,
.ﬂu«q‘l?t j ] 40 i;) &.5.3. Fe 22
C-@.Qwﬁ-;}. ?? - 3& & E‘&ZBO {k) {::ﬁ.g.ﬁn Pl 55.

(0) " Fe 3‘9;.

{d) Ign."Po the Smyrnaesns® oh. 2.
(e" T KaB s Fe 0. J

(f} L I ¥a M o - 5&-

(g) . Pa B - I00.



83,
the objection that the delimquences are such as cannot be attributed to Holy Angels,
we ansver that we cannot insist on too rigid or logical an interpretation of the
Seer's symbolism. (a) Trench himself notes this very thing in the description of the
Christ. He points out that the religious symbolism of the Apocalyptist is not artistic;
that -its only aim is to impress upon the mind the Majesty and @lory of the Lords ()
It nust also be remembered that Angels are not Omnipobemt beings but at times are
obliged to struggle in the fulfilment of their duties. The angelic visitamt to %he
Prophet Daniel is recorded as having being intercepted in his errand for twenty=- one
days by "the prince of the kingdom of Persia®™ until the Archangel Michael came to
his asslstances

The Angels then are the heavenly epirits to whom are entrusted the care of the
Churches on earth. As the Church is engaged in warfare with the powers of the warld,
s0 we may conceive - as Sbt. John does concelve - of the struggle between the spiritual
powers of God and Satan. The whole Apocalypse depici;;g_tha conflict of the hosts of
Heaven and Hell as being fought side by side with that of the Church and the World,
dependq’é:t the one on the other, the one reflecting the other.

This conclusion is all the more evident when we consider the meaning of the Seven
Stars. A sbar denoted an existemce in heaven corresponding to that on earth. So to the
Roman the Divine figure of the HEmperoxr on earth hed a star answering to it in the
heavens which was its heavenly represenbaliives The stars then correspond to the
Candlesticks on earth. They give a light, the effulgence of Him who holds them in Hig
right hand; and as the Candlestick on earth is to the Star in heaven =0 is the Churéh
on earbh to the Angel. Thus from comparison with the use of the word "angel" in the
rest of the Apoccalypse, as well as from the general sebting of the whole book, it seems
bebter to understand the Angels ae belng members of the heavenly order usually understood
by that term.:{c)

The ays_gu’_balim after the first chapter fades away to the actual Churches. The
Angels and the Churches blend into one. The Apostle comes into the realm of fact and
delivers the message of the Author in turn to the Churches. He addresses the letter to
the Angel and then really writes to the Church as he knows it. The Universal Church
and the Church gemerally of Asia fade from his vision and he thinks only of the
individual Church to which he is writing, (d)

(a) LeBuCa pe 70
(b} c.EaSacn P 43 - 450
(0) LOSlGl po 68.
(@) " . 70.



FPHEBUS. ' : 4

issuming Patmes %0 be Yhe place of origin of She nessage of the Divine Aubhox,
the messenger s to preceed to Epheeus, a distance by ses of about sixsy mileg, :
situsted on the gulf of the sams nme ab the nouth of $he Capeber and st the foot of
the Yescoges mountains. The fasd thet it was the oit by which “. was customary
o enter Asim from the west makes it a very iwportant city. In this réapect Ephesus
appropristed the t4ble "First of Asia® as the landing place of the Roman officials
on their emtry into the FProvince. (a)

Geogtemhi-cai and topograptionl features do not as a Tule change fo any great
extent in the counrsms even of milleniuwes, bub the roglon of lphesus proves to be a
remurkable exeepbtion fo the rule. Hen may come and build g:egﬁ"ciﬁies and dsatrby
fhem and yst leave the face of the earth in the couvrse of its Ifivéra and bounds
of seas unchanged. In the reckening of geclogy man has bub a ﬁri ef careger. But
chenges in the geegraphy of Fphesus have been Indeed rapid.

In the sarly days, about I200 B.C., Greck tradition teils us that the sea
stretohed far wp the guif for a distance of about six or seven miles. The coact line
of the gulf wau- formed by mountains, Hb. Gallesica being oo the worth and Keresecs
on the south. Argund the seashore awong the hills the sinple dnabolian folks Iived
in spall villages wader thé leadershdp «f the prissts of the shrine of the (reut
Goddess whioh stood on the shore far wp the gull on the coubh side. (b) In the guif
thete rose a rocky islet known as Syria. Further east was the ground knoﬁn later s
Ayassoluk, which in all probability st one Sime ®as «lso an &sland. (¢) There then
seb in a siiting proeess and the sea gave glace to lamls () It is impossible ko
trace sxactly %he stages by which this took place. {e) But by 800 B.C. Syria was
converted info a rovky M1l im the midet of a plein. ¥rom this time on the entrance
to the gulf got narrower and mere shallew. (f) Changes of depth were coused by the
ehifting sond wnd sediment, and for similar roasens &s prevail on our Testern rivers,
navigetion beoame alfilcult. Channsls were mads by dredging operations ete,' by the
Pergamenian hings and bty the Bomans in the first cemtury. (g} The ship on which
Faul was taken to Remeg, oirca A.D. 67 did not call theve, pessihly owing to the

‘&’ LeBalls ¥ 158 & 287.

gb} E pe 816
o « %
(&) o Fe FdGe
{f) " Pe 212.
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Ephesus as the chief .city, although Pergamum was the official oapitalsk)
From'Ephesus it was possible to take a cireular‘tour of the western por=
tion of Asia(l) over a route which Ramsay has compared to a chain of
Jewels.(m) To the Ohuroh of this city, then, so situated as to influence
the rest of ﬁsia in religlon as well as in commerce, the Christ is rep=-
resented- as the Controller as the Churches.

"y know thy wbnks."(n) Thus the Message of five out of the Seven Lette
commences. (0)However the works referred to are not works in the sense thi
they were good or bad, but the phrase merely expresses the omniscience
of Christ with respect to the affai®s of the Churches. Thus also does
John eclaim an intimacy with the Church for he reviews. the Churches con=-
dition as plainly as though he were present with them, (P)

The first portion of the Message to this Church enumerates the works
for which the Church 1s to be commended. "I know thy wérks and thy toil
and patience and that thou canst not bear evil men, and didst try them
which call themselves apostles, and they are not, and didst find them
false, and thou hast patience and didst bear for my name's sake, and
hast not grown WeRIry. ”(q)As the chilef centre of Christianity in Asia tha:
Ghurch had done much for Christianitravellers ﬁho passed through the cif;
and extended to them hospitality.(r)Possibly it had aiready become the
highroad of the martyrs to Rome, for Ignatlus shortly afterwvard speaks
of it aa'suoh.(B)They could not tolerate evll men, which shows that thei:
patience arose from no mere indifference.(t)This probably refers to the
excommmication, not of weak Christians but of false brethren.(!)They
hadNtried the various teachers who came to their cilty. If they proved
them false théy rejeoted them without délay.(V)Doubtless the Nicolaltan
leaders were among those rejected.(w) Of those who came from elsewhere

R T el D K T 8 T e S 2

(k) LoSeCe ps 125-123. (o) Apoc.i}2,19, iii. 1,8,15, (s) Ign.

(x) ¢ Ps 238-239, (p) A.SeJ. pe 24-25, "Ad Sy dEPhestc
A.S.J. v, 24. ~ C.E.8.Cs Do 71-72, (t) A.S.J. pe 25.

(m) L.SeCs pe 239,  {q ; Apoc, 11. 8-2, (ug C.E.S.0. pé75,
C.B. REV. pe 23).132,(r) L.S.C. pe 32, 2839, (v) Apoc. 1i. 2.

(n) Apoc. 1. 2. Heb. xiii, 2. (w) " dii. 8,
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